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The Universal House of Justice Announces 
Convocation First Oceanic Conference 

OCCASION HUNDRED FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY BIRTH BLESSED BEAU. 
TY WE CONTEMPLATE WITH HEARTS OVERFLOWING GRATITUDE IN. 
ESTIMABLE BOUNTIES CONFERRED BY GOD THROUGH rus SUPREME 
MANIFESTATION ENSURING FULFILMENT GLORIOUS LONG PROMISED 
KINGDOM NOW EVOLVING WOMB TRAVAILING AGE DESTINED CON. 
FER PEACE UNDREAMT FELICITY MANKIND. ANNOUNCE CONVOCA. 
TION TWENTY·THIRD TO TWENTY·FIFTH AUGUST 1968 FIRST OCEANIC 
CONFERENCE BAHA'i WORLD PALERMO SICILY HEART SEA TRA· 
VERSED GOD'S MANIFESTATION CENTURY AGO PROCEEDING INCAR· 
CERATION MOST GREAT PRISON. TWOFOLD PURPOSE CONFERENCE 
CONSIDER MOMENTOUS FULFILMENT AGE·OLD PROPHECIES TRI· 
UMPH GOD'S MESSENGER OVER EVERY GRIEVOUS CALAMITY AND 
CONSULT PLANS PROPAGATION CAUSE ISLANDS LANDS BORDERING 
MEDITERRANEAN SEA. PARTICIPANTS INVITED HOLY LAND IMMEDI· 
ATELY FOLLOWING CONFERENCE ATTEND COMMEMORATION AR· 
RIVAL LORD HOSTS THESE SACRED SHORES RECONSECRATE THEM· 
SELVES THRESHOLD HIS SHRINE PROSECUTION GLORIOUS TASKS 

AHEAD. 

Haifa, Israel 
November 12, 1967 

(signed) UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
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Universal House of Justice Announces Resignation of Dr. Lutfu'liah Hakim 
The following letter, and the accompanying photo

graph of Dr. Lutfu'llah ?akim, addressed to aU Nation
al Spiritual Assemblies is publish,ed at the Tequest of 
the Uni".TSal House of Justice. 

Dear Baha'i Friends, 
Mer a lifetime of devoted and self-sacrificing service 

to the Cause of God Dr. Lulfu'llah I:Iaklm has asked the 
Universal House of Justice to accept his resignation 
from that Institution because his health and advancing 
age make it increasingly difficult for him to participate 
as effectively as he would wish in its work. 

The Universal House of Justice has regretfully ac
cepted Dr. ij:akim's resignation, but in view of the 
imminence of the next election, has asked him to 
continue to serve as a member until that time, and Dr. 
Hakim has kindly consented to do so . 
. Having served the Master Himself in the Holy Land, 

as well as accompanying Him during His historic visits 
in England and Scotland, and been intimately associat
ed with Shoghi Effendi in his youth, Dr. l;Iakim was 
called again to the World Center by the beloved Guard
ian in 1951 for important service at the World Center 
and was later appointed to the first International Baha'i 
Council, of which he was the Eastern Assistant Secre
tary. He continued to serve on that body and then on the 
Universal House of Justice with undiminished devotion 
but with increasing difficulty during the subsequent 
sixteen years, earning the love and admiration of his 
co-workers. 

Please share this announcement with the friends in 
your area. 

Bahii.'i World Center 
Haifa, Isr ael 
October 15, 1967 

With ]oving EahiL'i greetings, 
The Universal House of Justice 

Faith Takes a Significant Step at UN 
The Universal House of Justice on October 17, 1967 

cabled that on the 

''MORROW SiX INTERCONTINENTAL CONFER
ENCES INAUGURATING PROCLAMATION PERIOD 
ANNOUNCE BAHA'I WORLD SIGNIFICANT STEP 
DEVELOPMENT RELATIONS UNITED NATIONS 
THROUGH ASSUMPTION BY UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF 
JUSTICE FUNCTION REPRESENTATION BAHA'! IN
TERNATIONAL COMMUNITY CAPACITY NONGOV
ERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION AT UNITED NATIONS. 
TAKE THIS OCCASION EXPRESS NATIONAL AS
SEMBLY UNITED STATES AND MILDRED MO'ITA
HEDEH GRATEFUL LOVING APPRECIATION MANY 
YEARS DEVOTED, TIRELESS SUCCESSFUL SER
VICES AS REPRESNTATIVE AND OBSERVER RE
SPECTIVELY." 

With this announcement a new chapter in our inter
national relations has opened, as the Universal House 
of Justice itself formally assumes direct representation 
with the United Nations, operative through its Baha'l 
International Community Office. The United States Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, as delegate for the Guard
ian, the Hands of the Cause and the Universal House 

of Justice continues its own national representation 
with the United Nations non-governmental organization 
through the U.N. Department of Public Information. 

The office of the Baha'i International Community 
continues in the 866 UN Plaza Building, immediately 
adjacent to the United Nations. 

This vital work of the Baha'i World Community 
began with the United Nations Charter -meeting in 1945 
in San Francisco. It has continued in a fruitful and 
expanding way through crises of the Faith abroad and 
through crises of the United N alions itself. Mrs. Motta
hedeh has been the redoubtable representative of the 
Baha'i International Community and its accredited ob-
server, through more than twenty years of intense 
activity designed to call attention to the Faith, and to 
gain recognition of its role and destiny. In 1965 a 
permanent office was opened in the new UN Plaza 
Building, with part-time staffing, but with a corps ot 
volunteers available to support the Faith in its many 
objectives. 

Far more intensive efforts are under way at the 
United Nations. Even greater support of UN activities 
by the world BaM.'; Community is anticipated. 
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Panama City 

Artist's rendition 0/ Panama House of Worship. 

Laying of Comerstone Highlights Conference 

THERE WAS WARMTH and color everywhere, 
spreading itself like a genUe breeze in a garden of 

flowers. There was warmth in the laughter of greeting, 
in the dark, gentle eyes of Indians of many tribes -
Guaymi, Kunas t Caribs, Guajiros t Mayas and others 
from faraway Peru, Bolivia and elsewhere - meeting 
each other for the first time since the great migrations 
of centuries ago that sent them on separate paths. Most 
of ail there was warmth in the hearts, rellecling itself 
in the happy faces of Baha'is who came from all over 
Latin America and other parts of the world. There was 
thanksgiving too, for this was the first Intercontinental 
Conference ever to be held in Latin America and 239 
Indian brothers and sisters in their beautiful, graceful 
dress were sharing in this historic event. There was a 
cornerstone of the Panama Temple to be dedicated in 
that land which 'Abdu'I-Baha had said would "unite 
the East and the West, the North and the South"; and 
surely there was unity at this great festival that opened 
the Conference. _ 

There were two Hands of the Cause of God, 'Amatu'l
BaM. RUl]iyyih Khanum, representative of the Univer
sal House of Justice and Jalal Khazeh of South Amer-

ica. Beautiful gifts were presented to R1ll>lyyih lQ:tanum 
at that opening festival - a colorful bead collar, a hat 
- there were Peruvian ponchos, jewelry and other 
items brought for the friends aiso, one of the many 
signs of the skill and artistry of the Indian people. 

Capacity of the Indians 

R1ll>lyyih Khanum was herself overCOme by the joy 
and radiance that abounded among the 660 believer. 
assembled for the Conference. She said: 

"My heart is so full that I can hardly catch my 
breath .... When I saw the faces of all the BaM'1s here 
as I came into this room I rejoiced. But when I saw the 
faces of the Indian Bah,,'ls something a little di1ferent 
happened. I wonder if in our human frailty and small
nessJ we realize the greatness and the implications of 
some of the Words of Baha'u'llah. We cling to His 
Words, we follow Him, we love Him, we want to serve 
Him but we forget that each one of His phrases is the 
Word of God Himself. And when I looked at the Indian 
Bah,,'l. here tonight I remembered the Words of 'Ab
dU'l-Baha which, although they are not quite the same 
as the Words of Bah!'u'llah are, nevertheless, an 
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A hot sun shining down on the gathering at the Panama Temple site. 

animating influence in the Cause of God for all time. He 
said that if the indigenous peoples of the Americas 
would accept this Revelation they would have an effect 
on the world equal to that which had been produced 
when the Arabians had accepted the Prophet MuI)am
mad. 

"In our present world we forget the influences of the 
past. We are lost in the 20th century and we forget Our 
history; but when the people of the Arabian Peninsula 
accepted the Manifestation of God, Mul).ammad, they 
produced an influence in the world that went deep into 
China in the East and that hrought about the Renais
sance in Europe. It would perhaps not be too much an 
exaggeration to say that one of the waves released by 
the Renaissance was the colonization by Europeans of 
the Americas. These are all a part of history. So we 
may well ask ourselves what will be the repercussions 
from the Indian Baha'is who accept Baha'u'llah in the 
Western Hemisphere? According to the Words of the 
Son of Bahit'u'llah, they will release an impetus that 
will travel all over the world because tha t is the 
implication of 'Abdu'l-Baha's Words. When I heard that 
tonight a great many more Indian Baha'is were present 
than had been antiCipated I rejoiced and I hope that 
our Indian brothers and sisters who are here tonight 
and who will he here throughout this Intercontinental 
Conference whether they happen to be from Panama or 
from other countries of Latin America, will carry back 
to their own people, whether they are Baha'is or not, 
the spirit of this Conference and the spirit of Baba'u'
llili's Message. 

Architect Peter Tillotson (from London) and Hand of 
the Cause 'Amatu'l-Bahd Rtittiyyih Khanum at laying 

of cornerstone in Panama. 
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"We make a great mistake in this world when we 

think that unity in the concept of Baha 'u'llah means 
uniformity .... When you analyze it, the people of the 
world today, whatever political block tbey belong to, 
whatever party they adhere to, whatever religion they 
follow, they think the best thing would be if everybody 
was like themselves; but this is not the Message of 
Baha'u'llith. God created us different. This is our hone 
or, this is our blessing, this is our distinction. It means 
that each group of the human race bas developed its 
own capacities. It has its own gift to bring to the family 
of hum an beings. 

"So I ask particularly the Indian Baha'is to remem
ber this and to be immensely proud of their past and 
immensely proud of being Indians. They remember as I 
am sure I remember that it was the white people who 
did a great deal to destroy their history. They made 
them feel that the history of the white man was greater 
than the history of the red man. But this is not the 
Message of Baha'u'IU.h. The Message of Baha'u'Uah is 
that they bave a great future and they have great 
capacity. 

"I want them to know that their Guardian, Shoghi 
Effendi, rejoiced when the news reached him of every 
single Indian Baha'i. He could not wait to speak about 
it. He would tell it to all those who served at the World 
Center, he would tell it to the pilgrims, and then he 
would cable it to the Baha'i world. This was a very 
sincere act on his part, it came from the depths of his 
heart. The BaM'i world, which after aU is a world of its 
own which exists all over the planet now, is waiting for 
more Indian Baha'is to enter the Cause of Baha'u'llah. 
They want them to teach their own people more, they 
want them to increase by the thousands. Who lmows, 
when we have enough Indian Baha'is in the Western 
Hemisphere under the shadow of Baha 'u 'llah, perhaps 
they will be the ones to carry the spirit of Bah .. 'n'llah to 
the white population of this Hemisphere! 

"You Indian friends are like a great tree that has its 
roots in the soil of all the Americas. To the degree to 
which your people accept Baha'u'llah, you will bear 
your fruit. It will be good fruit and when the white man 
eats it he will be a better white man." 

Twenty-Three NSA's Represented 

The formal opening of the Conference was on Satur
day morning. In the afternoon JaIM Khazeh addressed 
the representatives of twenty-three American National 
Assemblies, Auxiliary Board members, and all of the 
believers on the HPraise and Glory of Bahit'u'llah," 
again emphasizing the special privileges of this partic
ular Conference. RU!;dyyih Khanum spoke again in the 
evening on the banishment and imprisonment of Baha
'u'llab and of 'Abdu'l-Baha and Shoghi Effendi. This 
was followed by a showing of "Carmel, the Mountain of 
God", the film sent by the Universal House of Justice, 
and also the CBS television program, "And His Name 
Shall Be One." 

Dedication of Cornerstone 

Sunday morning came and the moment of dedication 
had arrived. Would it rain? It was the rainy season. But 
the sun shown bright and hot as the seven bus es, many 
private cars and taxis arrived at the foot of the hill and 
the path leading to the Temple site. The believers 
walked about 250 yards to the place where the Temple 

Hand of the Calise 'Amatll'l-BaM Ru!>i1l1lih Kh<inum 
laying cornerstone of Panama Temple. A piece of the 
ornamentation of the BaM'i Temple in Wilmette W4JI, 

sent by the National Assembly of the U.S. and is stand-
ing beside the dedication stone at the right. 

is to be built in an area called Cerro Sonsonate, 
Spanish, French, English, Arabic and Guaymi - these 
were the languages of prayer. Peter Tillotson, the 
young English architect of the future House of WorShip, 
not a B aha 'I, pledged his best. Dr. Tej ada Mora, 
attorney for the Panama National Assembly and Raul 
Arango, engineer and original owner of the land, also 
spoke. 

RUl;1iyyih Khanum t after laying the cornerstone. a 
native stone found not far from the site, and placing 
within it the sacred dust and roses brought by her from 
the tomb of Baha'u'lIah, observed that Shoghi Effendi 
himself had stated that the first place in Central Amer
ica to have a House of Worship would be Panama. The 
Temple, she emphasized, was for all peoples, not for 
the Baha'is alone. 

Viewing of Portrait 

The afternoon brought the most moving event of the 
Conference, the viewing of the portrait of Baha'u'llab. 
It rested on gold fabric brought from Iran, placed over 
a red silk cloth. Just before the viewing, R~ih 
Khanum placed red and white roses beside the picture. 
Then the friends slowly came forward. There was a 
blind Indian friend who stood before the photograph he 
could not see with his physical eyes. RUl:llyyih Khanum 
guided his fingers over the frame so that he might 
experience the richness of this moment and see with his 
inner vision. 

This day I so full and profound, was concluded with a 
public meeting where at least 150 guests joined the 
Baha'is to fill the hall and to hear Oscar Sierra I~ 
National Assembly member from Guatemala, speak on 
the meaning of Baha 'U 'llah's coming and His Message 
for humanity. 

Literature, Pu blicity Discussed 

On Monday, October 9, Hooper Dunbar, Auxiliary 
Board membert led a discussion on literature and men-
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One of the Conference sessions showing .many Indian friends. 

r. 
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Blind Indian teacher, Alberto PeTez with Quentin FaT
rand of E! Sa!vadoT. 

tioned the need to translate into the native languages 
for many of the poorer peoples. It is important, he said, 
that the translations reflect the teachlags uniformly. 
Copies of all materials to be translated for any part of 
Latin-America should be sent through the respective 
National Assemblies to the Baha'i Publishing Trust in 
Argentioa. The Spanish translation of The Proclama
tion of Bah<!'u'll<ih was announced. RU!).iyyih Khanum 
said that the words of Baha'u'lhlh are different from 
any other words- they are food for the soul of man and 
when people eat of these words their souls grow. In 
translating for the Indian peoples we should always 
give them some of this precious food. 

Eduardo Perez de Leon of Mexico opened an after
noon consultation on publicity, asking that publicity on 
the Conference be utilized in all countries, as specified 
by the Universal House of Justice. Board member Arte
mus Lamb of Mexico concentrated attention on radio, 
since TV is only available in large cities and on limited 
scale. Even the poor people generally have access to 
radios. It is important to develop good relations with 
radio stations, he said, and to try to acquire free radio 
time for public service. Sometimes this can be accom
plished through arranging interviews with a visiting 
Baha'i and through current Baha'i events of public 
interest. Fred Berest of Panama's National Assembly 
mentioned a radio program of five minutes a day, five 
days a week which costs only $15.00 per month, after 
which the tapes are given to small village stations. 
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A strong appeal for pioneer teachers to go into the 
mountain areas was made by Rose Mangopis of Nica
ragua. E'Let's get moving," she said, "and go into the 
mountains to teach Bahil'u'llah's laws! U 

Need for Unive"al Giving 
Margot Worley, Board member from Brazil. quoted 

from the Guardian's writings on the Fund. No individ· 
ual, she said. was functioning fully in the World Order 
of Baha 'u'llah unless he supports the Fund, no matter 
how modestly. Mr. Khazeh spoke of the need for the 
new, infant national communities to gradually grow 
into maturity and to become completely self-support
ing. 

RUlJiyyih Khimum said: Hit seems to me that we 
should remember that just the way it does not matter 
what we eat, every human being eats with his mouth; 
the same thing is true of everything else we do in this 
world. Sometimes people say, 'Well, we had to give to 
the church in the past, or, we belonged to some society 
and they were forever asking for funds and now that we 
are Baha'is we do not want any more of that.' They 
say, 'That was the past and we are the future.' But the 
fact remains that all of us - families, communities, 
tribes, municipalities. nations - we all have to live by 
means. The whole Baha'i system has to go forward also 
through making certain expenditures because we live 
in a material world and have to live with material 
means. 

"We have no choice, sO that it seems to me that 
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everyhody can grasp Ibis point and certainly our In
dian friends can grasp it with Ibe same understanding 
that we do because they are men and we are men and it 
is understandable to everybody. The most precious 
thing has already been emphasized here - that every4 
body should give. This is because this one peso or one 
penny or one centavo or whatever your smallest de
nomination here is, that you gave to your Faith makes 
the work go along. Personally, I do not think anything 
in the world has the value of the contributions of the 
poor. No matter how much a rich man gives. he never 
succeeds really in giving because he is like a spring, he 
is fortunate enough to always have something coming 
out of the bottom of the well, he never really sacrifices. 

"There is a tribe in Africa that lives in the desert and 
has so little water that they have to catch the dew, drop 
by drop, and one sip of that means the difference 
between life and death, so we see how precious this is. 
This is like a poor man's money. I think that we should 
sometimes remember that people who live in primitive 
societies are making the transition from a society that 
lives on barter and exchange of goods to our way of 
money. They have very little money but still Ibey can 
give that one penny and it is their blessing to do so." 

Temple Contributions 

OVer $80,000 has been contributed toward Ibe building 
of the Temple by National Assemblies and individuals, 

(Continued on page 10) 

Baha'I friends surrounding Hands of the Cause Ja!d! Khazeh and 'Amatu'I-Bahti Rlll;>!lIl1ih Khtinum, in center. 
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Above, left to right: Board member Ruth Pringle of Panama and translator Peter McLaren, member of National 
Spiritual Assembly of Venezuela; Hand of the Cause, 'Amatu'I-BaM Ru(>'yyi/t. KMnum and translator Allan Prin
gle with chairman Alfred Osborne in background; Ru!iiyyih Khanum with secretary of National Spiritual Assem
bly of Panama, Leota Lochman, at the National Center. Below: Banquet at the Hilton Hote! in Panama. Over 150 

attended, induding many dignitaries who were honored guests. 



10 

(Continued from page 8) 
it was annoWlced, and many contributions were re
ceived during the Conference. Architect Peter Tillotson 
designated two years as building time, once the prelim~ 
inaries are completed. National Assembly of Panama 
secretary, Leota Lockman, gave tribute to Baha'I con
sulting architect, Robert McLaughlin, of the U.S.A., 
and to Paul Thiele of Hawaii who supervised the 
building of the road. The Kuna Indian tribe of Panama 
donated $93.21 to the Temple Fund and an equal 
amount to their National Assembly Fund from the sale 
of mola., large pieces of beautifully designed fabric. 

Two Banquets Held 
A banquet at the Hilton Hotel, to present Rul).iyyih 

Khanum, entertained many dignitaries of Panama, 
various foreign embassies and members of the press. 
Another banquet was held at the Lions' Club Camp on 
the outskirts of the city. It was a joyous, festive 
evening. There were colorful decorations, beautiful 
costumes, an excellent meal, dances and songs by 
many tribal groups. 

The publicity generated by the Conference was good. 
There were thirty-five press stories and photographs 
used in local papers, two features appearing the Satur
day after the close of the Conference; a five-minute TV 
coverage of the dignitaries' banquet; two TV inter
views; five TV news stories; five radio news stories, .a 
ten-minute radio roundup interview of four personali
ties at the Conference, a UPI press interview sent 
throughout La tin America and a press interview by the 
Copley newspapers to be distributed during Rul).iyyih 
Khanum's coming Latin American tour. 

A number of people became Baha'is as a direct effect 
of the Conference, many of whom were moved by the 
spirit of the Indian Bah,,'is and by the joyful unity of so 
many people - all of which are only SOme of the visible 
manifestations of that invisible essence, the power of 
the love of Baha'u'lliili. 

Plans for the House of Worship 
The National Assembly of the Baha'is of the Republic 

of Panama have purchased five acres of land where the 
House of Worship is to be erected. It is in the area 
known as Cerro Sonsonate, about six miles outside of 
Panama City, and is on a mountain-top projecting 
upward 700 feet and overlooking Panama City. When 
the structure is completed some three or four years 
from now. art from every part of Latin America will be 
represented, and the rounded dome and nine-pointed 
Baha'I star featured in the design wiJI be visible to 
incoming air, ship and auto traffic from all directions. 

At one side of the building there will be a man-made 
lake and fountain, and the entire structure will be 
surrounded by specially designed gardens and ter
races. The parking lot will be made in such a way that 
it will not be seen by people inside the building. There 
will be only one level - the gallery floor - as well as a 
wide walkway around the building. Although the nine 
sides will be open, there will be an overhang of fourteen 
feet placed in such a way that the rains and winds will 
not get inside or cause any structural damage. 

. " ..... , ,~" ..-a. . 
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Banquet at the EI Panama HoteL Left to right: wife of 
Ambassador fTom Israe!, Panama's Minister of Edu
cation, Hand. of the Cause Ruryiyyih Khdnum, Ambas
sador to Panama. from Israel, and wife of the Minister 

of Education. 

A cable to the Universal House of Justice evoked the 
following reply, read at the Conference: 

"DEEPLY MOVED LOVING SENTIMENTS STIRRING MES
SAGE OFFERING PRAYERS THANKSGIVING COMPLE
TION FORMAL LAYING BY 'AMATU'L-BAHA OF CORNER
STONE MOTHER TEMPLE LATIN AMERICAN COMMUNI. 
TIES EXTOLLED GUARDIAN'S PEN AS EAGER WARM
HEARTED SPIRITUALLY-MINDED STAUNCH ASSO
CIATES IN EXECUTION DIVINE PLAN STOP DELIGHTED 
LARGE PARTICIPATION REPRESENTATIVES INDIAN 
TRIBES WHOSE FUTURE DESTINY CLEARLY FORE
SHADOWED BY AUTHOR SAME PLAN STOP MAY THIS 
CONFERENCE HELD MEETING POINT TWIN OCEANS 
GALVANIZE VAST AREA IT REPRESENTS GENERATE 
SPIRITUAL FORCES THAT WILL OPEN NEW CHAPTER 
IN EVER UNFOLDING INFINITELY GLORIOUS LATIN 
AMERICAN BAHA'! HISTORY." 

Hand. Of the Cause 'Amatu'I-Bah<i Rul,tiyyih 1{hanum 
and Jal<i! Khazeh, followed by Ethel Revel! Of Haifa, 

arriving at Panama ail'poTt. 
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Chicago/Wilmette 

On the steps of the House of WOTship the friends wait faT the doors to open for the fiTst service. 

Over Two Hundred Souls Arise to Pioneer 

FROM EVERY CORNER of the continent, drawn 
as by a magnet to its spiritual heart, the travel~ 

ers came, 3,(X)O in number. Some on the way since 
early dawn, many all through the night - turning into 
the quiet streets near the shore of the Lake - in the 
pale windy sunlight. under the high thin clouds and 
olive-toned leaves of early autumn - past the splash 
of the fountains in their fluttery circles of late bloom
ing petunias - quietly they gathered. All the flowers of 
His garden together - the rich dark ones and the deli
cate oriental ones, accenting the rank and tile of the 
occident. 

They assembled in happy expectancy to share, as the 
fitting beginning of the momentous Conference, the 
service of Commemoration in the Most Holy House of 
Worship in the Bahll'i world. 

The Service of Commemoration 
The Service began with the ringing voice of the Hand 

of the Cause of God l'ara+au'llah Samandari chanting in 
Persian the words of Him to Whose voice he had once 
listened as a youth. Then in the English tongue came 
words from Baha'u'llil.h's Writings, "Magnified be Thy 
Name. a my God, for that Thou has manifested the 
Day which is the King of Days . . . " 

And again - "Many a chilled heart, 0 my God, hath 
been set ablaze with the Fire of Thy Cause . . . How 
many are the strangers. , . how numerous the thirsty 
ones .. ," 

And yet again - "Release yourselves. 0 nightingales 
of GDd, from the thorns and brambles of wretchedness 
and misery. , . now is the time to gaze on His beauty 
.. . to hearken to His voice ... " 
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Young voices welled into the dome of the Temple ot 
Light. 

All turned toward the Holy Land as the Hand of the 
Cause of God John Robarts recited the beautiful Tablet 
of Visitation, ". . . the glory which hath shown forth 
from Thy most effulgent Beauty rest upon Thee, 0 
Thou Who are the Manifestation of Grandeur . . . 
through Thee .•. the Beauty of the Unseen hath shown 
forth above the horizon of creation ... " 

In the hush that followed Mr. Samandari, clasping to 
his breast with both arms the portrait of Him Who is 
known as the Glory of God, walked to the table and 
placed the portrait beside a bouquet of deep red rOSes. 
Row by row and one by one every person in the Temple 
filed past that table. Each had his precious moment to 
gaze at the photograph of Bahit'u'llah. 

Thus, with hearts lifted and illumined by prayer, and 
refreshed by the unique privilege of viewing the like
ness of the Beloved, the friends began the historic days 
of the Conference. 

An Evening 01 Commemoration 
The Grand Ballroom of the Palmer House in Chicago 

was full at the opening 01 the meeting, Thursday 
evening, for commemoration of the momentous events 
in Adrianople one bundred years ago. On the platform 
were seated the three Hands n! the Cause and members 
of their AUXiliary Boards in North America. Auxiliary 
Board member Mrs. Velma Sherrill introduced the 
Hands of the Cause: Mr. Tara.'lu'llas Samandari. repre
sentative of the Universal House of Justice at this 
historic Conference; Mr. Zikru'llah Khadem. who had 
been sent to the United States by the beloved Guardian; 
Mr. John Robarts, recently returned to Canada from 
Africa. 

After the singing of one of Baha'u'llah's poems by 
Mrs. Jaleh :K4itdem, accompanied on the violin by Dr. 
Parvis Muvak, Mr. Khildem spoke of the great priv
ilege the believers of today have in being able to 
deliver to all the world the message of Baha 'u'llab. 
rejected by the rulers of the earth one hundred years 
ago. He introduced Mr. Samandari, a member of one of 
the oldest families in the Faith, who (Mrs. Marzieh 
Gail interpreting) gave loving greetings from the Uni
versal House of Justice. This is a precious Faith, he 
pointed out, a Faith the like of which appears, not 
once in 1,000 years, but once in 500,000 years, a Faith 
which came to the whole world, not just to one people. 

The momentous message from the Universal House 
of Justice to this Conference was read by Mr. Robarts 
after which Mr. Samandari continued with an admoni
tion which had been emphasized by 'Abdu'l-Baha, by 
Sboghi Effendi, and by the Universal House of Justice: 
you must know the value of these days. He spoke of the 
sacrifices made by the Exalted Bitb and His Letters of 
the Living, and by Bah,,'u'llith for almost fifty years. 
He quoted Sboghi Effendi as saying that all the peoples 
of the world must pass through three stages: they must 
suffer for what their hands have wrought; they will 
awaken after a punishment which will burn away the 
drunken fumes from their brains; and then they will 
come into the Cause of God in troops. He spoke of the 
importance of teaching ("begin tonight" Mr. Khitdem 
interpolated), urged each one to deepen in understand
ing of the Faith by concentrating on the Holy Tablets, 
and to remain firm and united. 
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In closing he told the moving account of being in tne 
presence of Baha'u'llah just seven days belore His 
passing. As the Blessed Beauty lay in His bed, He 
spoke of the importance of preventing disunity and 
unhappiness among the Baha'is, of investigating the 
motives of people, and 0' being alert. It will take 
strength to meet the great upheavals which the Guard· 
ian has said were certain to take place: first in the Holy 
Land; second in Persia; and third in America. The 
friends must be steadfast and detached, they must be 
the teachings, and must immediately obey the com
mands of the Universal House of Justice. 

To Proclaim the Cause of God 
Throughout the day and evening of Friday, the Con

ference continued in the Ballroom of the Palmer House, 
under the glittering many tiered crystal chandeliers of 
the room's sumptuous decor. The theme on this day 
was "World-Wide Proclamation - A New Dimension " 

From the opening morning prayers, raised in concert 
with the beautiful musical supplication of "Allah-u-
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At the commemorative celebration at tM Palmer House in Chicago: Hand: of the Cause Tard;u'llc!h. Samaooarf, 
representative of The Universal H<>u3e of Justice, rises to address the friencts for the first time. 

Abbit" by the California Victory Chorus, to the climac
.tic afternoon's reading of President JOMson's letter of 
greeting to the conference, sent through the delegation 
of the U.S. National Assembly, the day was one of a 
rising spiritual elan. 

There were loving cabled greetings from around the 
world. A thrilJing roll call of nations brought to their 
feet representatives of the far-Hung sovereignty of the 
Greatest Name as well as those Knights of BaM.'u'llah 
who carried His banner to distant outposts. 

Mr. Khadem gave an overwhelming account from 
Nabil's unpublished narrative telling of His Holiness 
Baha'u'llah's last night in Constantinople when, in 
reference to the royal Ottoman firman banishing Him 
still further, to the "land of mystery", He vowed that 
with the twelve followers then with Him He would 
"overthrow their dynasty and establish the Kingdom of 
God on earth." That night everyone could see the great 
power emanating from Bahit'u'llah. Then in a poignant 
tribute of remembrance Mr. Kh.idem chanted two 
verses from the Tablet of Naw-Rliz revealed on that 

night, a group of Persian friends chanting the response 
as the original faithful twelve had done. 

"Look what happened through twelve that night, and 
now with one hundred thousand think what will happen 
to the world!" exclaimed the beloved Hand. 

Glenford Mitchell, Chairman of the Nationai Teach· 
ing Committee, followed with a stirring appeal for each 
individual to recall the "contract" into which he en
tered when signing the declaration card, and empha
sized such potent phrases from the message from the 
Universal House of Justice as-Hthe time is ripe"; 
lithe hundred years respite having ended"; "as human
ity enters the dark heart of this age of transition"-he 
discussed the burgeoning population with its growing 
preponderance of youth and pointed out the special 
opportunities for Baha'i youth to teach, remembering 
as their models the illustrious first believers who were 
all under thirty years of age. The responsibility of the 
entire Bahit'i community at this time is to take the 
Message to the "byways and back alleys of the world." 
he said. 
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Robert M oul <>f Alaska Dr. Suheil Bushru'; of Ca1l4da Dr. David Ruhe of the United Stutes 

In Alaska 
Speaking for Alaska Robert Moul, member of the 

National Spiritual Assembly, gave a detailed resume of 
their proclamation plans, the highlights of which in
clude: preparation of special pamphlets for direct 
mailing to villages unreached by the usual communica
tion media; preparation for mass mailing in two Indian 
languages of A Message to the Native Peoples of 
Alaska; presentation to 130 Alaskan personages of the 
book, The Proclamation of Bahd'u'lldh; posters, spot 
radio announcements and a television show. 

In Canada 
Canadian National Spiritual Assembly member Dr. 

Bushru!i presented a broad picture of that country's 
spiritual heritage and gave details of their plan for six 
annual phases of proclamation. each directed towards 
a particular segment of the population. Delegations are 
being sent to thirty-four religious organizations to pre
sent The Proclamation of Bahd'u'll<ih and on October 
15 a copy of this book is being presented to the Prime 
Minister. Ten thousand clergymen are receiving a 
series of four letters from the Canadian Baha'i com
munity, these letters to be dispatched at eight week 
intervals. Proclamation material will be sent to Indian 
Chiefs of Councils and Reservations and there will be a 
special emphasis on Baha'i teachings on social justice 
in the hope that eventually the majority of the Canad
ian Baha'i membership will be Indians. 

United Stales 

Highlights of the American proclamation plan, given 
by National Spiritual Assembly Secretary, Dr. David 
Ruhe, include: presentation to President Johnson of The 
Proclamation of Baoo'u'Udh; mailing to ten thousand 
national leaders the booklet Baha'u'!l<ih: His Cal! to the 
Nation; fully capitalizing on the UN's 1968 Human 
Rights Year beginning with the issuing of a statement 
on Human Rights during this Conference; publicity on 

the Mark. Tobey exhibit (at Roosevelt University, Chi
cago durmg October) and the six-continent radio-tele
phone hook-up at this Conference. 

Stalement from President Johnson 

The crowning moment of the day was the reading ot 
the letter from President Johnson to the cooference. It 
s aid, in part: "I am pleased. . . to acknowledge the 
growing good you do. Yours has been a work of love~
You have sown seeds of righteousness and justice, and 
humanity will reap rich harvests from your toil. Your 
purpose is the purpose of America, your hope the hope 
of men of goodwill everywhere .... All thoughtful and 
farsighted men respect the mission of your faith. For 
every one of us look forward to that day when the earth 
will truly be one country - and mankind its citizens." 

The Public Meeting 

That evening at the public meeting in the Ballroom 
an overflow crowd numbering well above three thou
sand, including many guests, heard Bishop James A. 
Pike, well-known Episcopalian clergyman, and Dr. 
Firuz Kazemzadeh, former Chairm an of the National 
Spiritual Assembly, speak on, respectively, "Qualm 
and Quest" and "Baha'u'llah: His Call to the Nations/' 

Bishop Pike instantly commanded attention with an 
opening series of humorous remarks about the world 
political scene and a gracious acknowledgment that 
uWe're very fortunate there is in the world ... an 
inclusive Faith . . . " After exploring current trends of 
religious interest among the avant-garde youth who are 
(lseeking a short-cut to mystical experience", Bishop 
Pike's summation included an admonition to the 
Baha'is to emulate Baha'u'lHih, Who promoted truths 
unpopular in His time and even endorsed the religion 
whose adherents persecuted Him. HCarry aD. Say it 
loud and clear," were his parting words. 

Dr. Kazemzadeh, historian, scholar and writer, pref
aced his delivery of the message of Baha'u'lllth with a 
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comment on the historical significance of His Call to the 
nations as constituting a turning point in world history. 
He called special attention ta Baha'u'lli\h's counsels of 
justice and peace and His plea to world rulers to reduce 
armaments and use the money to relieve the plight of 
the poor. The summation of the talk affirmed Baha'1 
belief in the inevitability of aNew World Order and 
brought a standing ovation from the audience, 

The Nine Year Plan 

On Saturday the scene of the Conference became the 
Continental Room of the Conrad Hilton Hotel Here as 
in the previous sessions the spirit rose from climax to 
climax -.mtil one was sure it couId rise no higher, only 
to be thrilled by the next great climax. 

Hand of the Cause John Robarts spoke mOvingly of 
the Tablets of the Divine Plan which are instructions 
from God Himself, and in which the North American 
Balli'is are given the responsibility of taking the Faith 
to all parts of the world. The prayers which are in these 
Tablets should be used by the friends daily. Had this 
been done fifty years ago there might have been 
masses of believers today. A power has been infused 
into the world by the Universal House of Justice by 

11 

U.S. delegate. bearing pnlclttmllt!on message to the 
President Of the United States, at Dulles InternatiOftllt 
AiTPort (left to right): Dr. Dwight Allen, Dr. Sarah 
Pereira, Mrs. Mildred MotMhedeh, Arthur Dahl. Below: 
Dr. Firuz Kazamzadeh gpeak.t at the public meeting. 
Behind him aTe Bishop Pike and Dr. Pereira, chairman. 
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which the Faith will advance on the unknown seas of 
proclamation, but the results depend ultimately on the 
efforts of the individual Baha'is. 

The Call Connecting Six Continents 

As Mr. Robarts finished speaking it was announced 
that the telephone hook-up with the other Interconti
nental Conferences was ready. For the first time in 
history a conference call was made connecting six 
continent.'! simultaneously. What a thrill it was to hear 
Dr. Daniel Jordan speak words of greeting and then to 
hear similar greetings from each of the five other 
continents. Over 350 Baha'is and six National Spiritual 
Assemblies of Australasia were gathered in Sydney for 
this great event. In Frankfurt there were 1600 believers. 
More than 700 Baha'is gathered in Panama were 
thrilled a bout the laying of the cornerstone of a new 
Ma,w.riqu'l-A<llikar. From New Delhi came the greet
ings from 3,000 of the Baha'is of Asia. Hand of the 
Cause Enoch Olinga spoke on behalf of Baha'is gath
ered in Kampala. 

The telephone company1s communications engineer 
was almost as excited as the Baha'is. This moment was 
a forceful reminder of the first telegraph message 
"What hath God wrought,?," on the night of the Declara
tion of the Bab, and was a fitting event for the centen
ary of Baha'ullah's proclamation. Many present 
thought of Hand of the Cause Mr. Khadem's favorite 
auotation, "Dh Lord, increase my astonishment in 
Thee]" 

Slide Program 

The morning session ended with a beautifully nar
rated slide program, prepared and presented by the 
Centenary Committee, showing highlights of the role 
played by North American Baha'is in the spread of the 
Faith. The story of early American believers, skillfully 
woven together into an inspiring presentation of past 
victories was a challenge to go on without faltering to 
win the victories assigned by the Universal House of 
Justice today. 

Winning the Balance 

In the afternoon the three National Assemblies gave 
illuminating reports of the Nine Year Plan goals of 
their countries, the progress made to date, and their 
needs to win those remaining. Mrs. Beverly Kolstoe 
drew a striking picture of the vast, varied country of 
Alaska. Michael Rochester outlined clearly the assets 
of the Canadian Baha'is as well as their problems of 
geographical barriers and ethnic diversity. Dr. Dwight 
Allen presented the U.S. picture with attractive and 
informative charts of progress and needs. In all three 
countries the administrative goals such as legal recog
nition, incorporation of local assemblies, and trans
lating and publishing of literature seem to be well in 
hand. For the goals of opening new localities, forming 
new assemblies, and meeting foreign pioneering com
mitments, however, Baha'is who are willing to arise 
and move to serve Baha'ulIa.h are needed in all three 
countries. Indian teaching, as well as teaching all 
minority groups, is emphasized in all three countries, 
and examples of successes in one place are valuable as 
guidance for others. 
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Hand of the Cause 1'ara.u'!!cih SamandaTi on the second 
day of the Conference. 

The Hands of the Cause 
After a beautiful musical interlude by a Baha'i choral 

group, the afternoon program was presented by the 
Hands of the Cause. A Tablet by 'Abdu'l-Baha to the 
father of Hand of the Cause Mr. Samandari, read both 
in English and Persian, stated that He was waiting for 
the souls who would work ceaselessly day and night for 
the Cause. Auxiliary Board member Mrs. Florence 
May berry in introducing the Hands referred to the 
National Spiritual AssembJies as generals, the kind who 
go into the thick of batUe with the troops, and charac
terized the Hands of the Cause as Standard Bearers 
who go out ahead, but who want their followers to catch 
up with them and who are continually calling them to 
come ahead. 

Hand of the Cause Mr. Khildem spoke of the rich 
heritage of the North American Baha'is as spiritual 
descendants of the Dawn Breakers, and reminded them 
that the Universal House of Justice would not have 
given them the tasks if it were not possible for these 
valiant believers to meet them. Hand of the Cause Mr. 
Samandari, with Mrs. Marzieh Gail as interpreter, 
referred to the telephone communication, quoting a 
poet who wrote, "This is only the tracing of the dawn. 
Wait until you see what the morning brings." He called 
for sacrificial services on the part of all believers, 
recalling the ceaseless labors of the beloved Guardian 
and reminded the believers that today the Universal 
House of Justice waits anxiously for the Baha'is, par
ticularly the young believers, to arise to serve the 
Faith. 

An Evening of Happiness 

At seven in the evening of Saturday, October 7, the 
foyer outside the Continental Room of the Hilton Hotel 
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Dr, Daniel Jo;d~n sends tel~hone message as Hands of the Ca~se Zikr:u~loih Khddem~ John Robarts and far<i;u
llah Samandan, at left, and members of three National Spmtual Assembl.e" below, listen. 

in Chicago was the scene of a happy milling crowd 
awaiting the small miracle achieved by the Hilton 
caterers - who were able to metamorphose the huge 
assembly room of the Intercontinental Conference ses
sions into a festive, candlelit banquet hall in less than 
two hours. 

No one seemed to need the reminder, but Master of 
Ceremonies Arthur Dahl called attention to the fact 
that this banquet was the opportunity for Baha'is to 
pause in their work and enjoy each other's company -
that life is to be enjoyed and everyone should be happy 
and can be so when he knows that in spite of the 
grimness of the times, there are counterforces working 

right now to build a wonderful world. And so, this night, 
the Baha'is did enjoy art, musiC, poetry and humor. 

The magnificent voice of young Thomas Paul
t 

bass, 
who has appeared with all the m aj or American sym
phonies, winning significant awards, gave a thrilling 
recital of songs including two of the lovely scriptural 
verses set to music by Charles Wolcott, uBlessed is the 
Spot" and j,O Thou by Whose Name. U 

Edwin C. Berry, Executive Director of the Chicago 
Urban League, who has written extensively on, and is 
considered one of the outstanding creative thinkers in 
the field of race relations, who has spent years in social 
work, taught in nine universities, and has been named 
Chicagoan of the year - spoke on "The Current Dilem
mati. He reminded the audience that he does not 
condone violence but he does understand it. Referring 
to the fetish of Hlaw and order", he wisely indicated 
that it should read "law and justice", and that an 
impossible burden has been placed on police who must 
keep order in an unjust society. He pointed out the vast 
difference between suppressing riots and eliminating 
their cause. Hitler, too, he said, had a society with 
order, but no justice. In conclusion he spoke for his 
people, that "We do not seek more (than everyone's 
right to be the person he was meant to be) ... but we 
will settle for no less!" 

The Baha'i answer to Mr. Berry's appeal had already 
been prepared for distribution on Sunday morning, but 
that statement by the National Spiritual Assemblies of 
North America was so right and timely an answer that 
it was read then and there - the statement, "Human 
Rights are God-Given Rights." 

Robert Hayden, one of the faculty of Fisk Universi
ty, an award-winning poet and Poetry Editor of World 
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Auxiliary Board members from Alaska, Canada and the United States. 

Order magazine, gave the first public reading of the 
beautiful verses he had composed especially for this 
Intercontinental Conference, "And All the Atoms Cry 
Aloud." 

Mrs. Mildred Mottahedeh spoke of "The Coming 
Century", yet another reminder that "Now", indeed, 
"is the time for very great things," even in the contin
gent world. "For a hundred years, now, Baha'u'll8.h 
has unrolled for sensitive hearts His mighty mes
sage - ushering in the day of justice and world 
unity - Baha'is have barely understood the implica
tions of His words, when He referred to 'advancing 
civilization.' " 

She reminded the audience that Bahi'u'llilh spoke of 
unreligious things like free commerce between coun
tries . . . He spoke of the dignity of labor . . . She 
pointed out that the Baha'i concept of world language is 
not simply the bare business of one utilitarian interna
tional language, but the whole concept of intercommu
nication of ideas. There is room in this brave, new 
world only for unity, never for prejudice. World govern
ment is the only logical conclusion of this burgeoning 
new civilization. CIA new race will inhabit the earth," 
she said, ulinked in love - rising at last after the years 
of struggle to the brink of maturity. The Great Wind of 
God is chaHging the earth - the world of the future will 
look upon the past century as a century of travail that 
gave birth to a beautiful civilization." 

Music Festival 
Following the banquet, a music festival taking as It. 

theme, "Sounds of a New World", featured a number of 
highly taleoted young Baba'is and the Southern Cali
fornia Baha'i Chorus. The enthusiastic performers be-
gan with a monologue to musical accompaniment. 

The musical monologue was followed with selections 
by the Chorus and various popular young singers. And 
thus with music in the modern vein did the evening of 
joy and relaxation come to a happy conclusion. 

Onward to Victory 

The last session, held Sunday morning was, like the 
first, given over to the Hands of the Cause of God and 
rose to great heights of power and dedication. 

Mr. John Robarts made a heartfelt appeal for more 
fervent use of prayer, begging those in the audience to 
say the Greatest Name for him while he was speaking. 
He told stories of how the power of inteose concentra
tion in prayer to remove personal difficulties had 
changed the course of the Faith in Canada to miracu
lous success in teaching. Dedication and love are not 
enough. Pray, he said, and God will send the hungry, 
waiting people to you. 

Mr. Samandari spoke (with his son Dr. Samandari 
interpreting) on the necessity for prayer. He told of 
being in the presence of Bahatu'llith with two or three 
others when he was sixteen years old. As they were 
leaving, Baha.'u'llah said to them, BPray for Us. Pray 

r 



Pioneer volunteers crowd the platform during the closing moment. of the Conference. Below, left: Hand of the 
Cause TaTa;u.'Udh Samandari observes as they announce theiT names and intentions. Right: a you.ng pioneer ofJe1'8 

his services. 

for Us." Prayer is not just saying or reading the words; 
it is heartfelt feeling. 

He quoted from Baha'u'llah to show the greatness of 
this day, spoke of the enormous quantity of His Writ
ings, and then brought home the responsibility to each 
of us. The result of these Conferences will be, he said, 
that each will gain from them whatever he should. 
Each must make a new covenant with Bahatu'llah, 
4Abdu'I-Baha.? Shoghi Effendi, and the Universal House 
of Justice that he will bring one soul to the Faith. 

He spoke at some length about detachment from 
material goods, warning that wealth is ephemeral. 
Whatever is given to the treasury of Baha'u'llah will be 
protected and will remain when all else is swept away. 
The needs for the F ai th in the Holy Land are enormous, 
the duties of the Universal House of Justice are great 

and are expensive, but the world will be changed by 
their activities. 

The Pilgrimage to Adrianople 

He told of the pilgrimage to Adrianople of the six 
Hands of the Cause delegated by the Universal House 
of Justice to represent them at the Conferences. Before 
they left Haifa they gathered at the Holy Shrines 
praying for the Baha'is throughout the world. The six 
delegates flew to Istanbul, where they stayed one night 
before going on to Adrianople t accompanied by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Turkey and two Auxil
iary Board members. In Adrianople the six Hands of 
the Cause, alone in the House of Baha'u'llah. read 
together the Suriy-i-Muluk. On the following day the 
other believers (members of National Assembly 'Of 
Turkey, of local Assembly of Adrianople and two Auxil
iary Board members) were present and a reception 
was held in the home of one of the believers. The house 
of Baha.'u·llah, he said, is very beautiful and is exactly 

r 
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as it was in His time. It has been a silent teacher in all 
Turkey. The holy places in Adrianople are owned by 
the Baha'is, are looked after by the Assemblies and are 
in excellent condition. 

At the end of Mr. Samandari's talk a prayer was 
movingly recited with the pure simplicity of childhood, 
by a little girl- his great granddaughter. 

The Closing 

After a summary of the Conference ably presented by 
Dr. Peter Khan, Auxiliary Board member, the audi· 
ence was permitted to see, in a beautifully arranged 
slide program, the House of Baha'u'llah in Adrianople, 
the places sanctified by His presence in 'Akka, and all 
the Holy Shrines and gardens at the World Center. 

The great surge of the spirit, which had risen steadily 
throughout the Conference, now reached its peak, a 
spirit expressed not in noisy emotionalism, but in deep 
and quiet dedication. The points Peter Khan had 
brought out in his review of the Conference brought 
home to all the realization that they stand on the 
threshold of years without precedence, that much of the 
future welfare of mankind rests in their hands, and that 
on leaving the Conference they face a world of turbu
lence in which only the Baha'is can proclaim the 
healing message of BaM'u'llilh, that the Promised One 
has come. 

It was in that spirit that the friends listened and 
silently participated in the message from this Confer
ence to the Universal House of Justice, read by Mrs. 
Janet Smith of the National Spiritnal Assembly of 
Alaska. It was in that spirit that 216 believers rose, 
quietly t deeply moved. but without fanfare to answer 
the call of the Hands for pioneers. 

The friends left the Conference with a deep sense of 
gratitude to all those who, working quietly and obscure
ly, had made this meeting possible; to the Hands of the 
Cause of God, who had stirred them out of their 
lethargy and deepened their awareness; and a have all 
to the Universal House of Justice for its guidance of the 
friends in six Conferences throughout the world. friends 
linked together by an indissoluble bond. 

Only when it was over did one realize that all the 

Arthur Dahl speaks 
with guests at the re
ception opening the 
exhibit Of Mark 
Tobey paintings from 
the Dahl collection. 
The exhibit was co
sponsored by the U.S. 
National Spiritual 
Assembly and Roose
velt University as 
part of the C enten
nial observances. 

.- .. ~ ....... " 
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Hanel of t/l.e Cause John Robarts closes the Conference. 

events of this North American Conference had been 
arranged to bring him closer to Baha'u'llith. He had 
looked upon His face as recorded by an actual photo-
graph; had seen and heard one who had looked upon 
His living face and heard His voice, and had been 
shown the places where He had walked. The Universal 
House of Justice, that supreme, infallible vehicle of 
divine guidance today, had focused the light on Bahil.'
u'llah alone. Seeking no glory for themselves, they had 
taken loving care to enable each one to ~jgaze on" His 
,jbeauty and observe whatsoever is in" His "book." 
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Frankfurt 

The Frankfurt House of Worship. 

Fifteen Countries of Europe Unite on Proclamation Plans 

THE PRAISE OF GOD was raised in many languages 
in the heart of Europe as 1700 Baha'is participated 

ill the Intercontinental Conference in Frankfurt/Main, 
Germany. All of western Europe was represented. 
There were 255 from the British Isles. Nineteen came 
from Turkey, five from Iceland, and over a hundred 
from Irim. African VOices, Middle Eastern voices, 
North and South American - even Pakistanian and 
Indonesian voices blended with their Western brothers'. 
One by one they viewed the precious portrait of Baha
'u'llilh. Together they greeted Hand of the Cause of God 
Paul Haney, arriving from Adrianople, the special 
representative sent by the Universal House of Justice. 
His guidance for proclaiming the Faith in Europe came 
in clear, purposeful words to those gathered in the 

J ahThurnlertha!!e (Centenary Hall), so appropriately 
named for the occasion! 

Fifteen National Assemblies Consult 

Fifteen countries sent representatives to consult upon 
the plans for Proclamation, their individual plans and 
the coordination of those plans with others. The prayers 
in whatever language brought a unity of worship, and 
all worldly differences of a groping humanity were 
forgotten, drowned out by the tide of love through the 
power of Baha'u'llab. Berbers of North Africa had 
combined to weave a rug of many colors to send with a 
friend as a gift, its bright reds and blues bringing a 
warm note of joy. The intercontinental telephone hook
up was a physical evidence to all of a growing interde-
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JO'I/OUS faces fTOm many lands gather in front of the H01L8e of Worship near Frankfurt, Germany. 

pendence as hundreds of nations and thousands of 
hearts were united for a few moments. 

Four Hands of Causa Presant 

In addition to Mr. Haney, three other Hands of the 
Cause of God were present: Dr. Hermann Grossmann 
whose illness permitted him to attend only one day; 
John Ferraby and Dr. Adelbert Miihlscblegel. Twenty
one Board members were there. Europe hastened on its 
busy path while the Baha. 'is began to comprehend more 
the immense significance of this day as the Conference 
unfolded. Mr. Haney read the message from the Uni
versal House of Justice. His commentary on the suffer
ing of Baha'u'Jlah in Adrianople brought an expectancy 
to the Conference and placed an urgency underneath 
the joy and thanksgiviog. Baha'is alone have been 
given the vision to understand the reality of today's 
world and yet have no fear. He called for a vision of the 
greatness of the Cause and '~a faith within to fulfill our 
responsibilities." Mr. Haney quoted from the Message 
sent by the Hands of the Cause to the Frankfurt 
Conference of 1958: "The work of Baha'u'llllh remains 
to be completed. No one generation will achieve this. 
Great moments require great deeds." 

All Must Participate 
Dr. MUhlschlegel encouraged a dedication that wonld 

not fade as the Conference ended and as the weeks 
passed, but rather a total offering to the great thiogs 
that were happening in the world. "As we become mOre 
aware of these great movements of history, as we begin 
to see how this age is the greatest event since the time 
of Adam when man became aware of himself, so will 
we be able to take the action that fits the times," The 
action required is teaching, pioneering and travel 
teachiog. With this io mind, Dr. Miihlscblegei quoted a 
passage by Shoghi Effendi: "All must participate, how
ever humble their origin, however limited their experi
ence, however restricted their means, however 
deficient their education, however pressing their cares 
and preoccupations, however unfavorable the environ· 
rnent io which they live. . . . The field is indeed so 
immense, the period so critical, the Cause so great, the 
workers so few, the time sO short, the privilege so 
priceless, that no follower of the Faith of Baha'u'll8h, 
worthy to bear His name, can afford a moment's 
hesitation. H 

John Ferraby stressed most powerfully the need of 

T 
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the day for heroic deeds. as repeated by the Universal 
House of Justice in recent messages. When people 
empty themselves completely so that all they offer 
comes from GodJ then will their teaching be effectIve, 
he said. 

As the news of the Conference began to come through 
on radio and in the newspapers, the Baha~is centered 
their consultation on the Nine Year Plan. John Ferraby 
introduced this discussion with a probing study of 
'Abdu'l-Baha's Tablets of the Divine Plan, the teaching 
charter and basis of all later Plans. He spoke of the two 
great movements revealed in these Plans: the move
ment within the Baha'i world community and move
ment in the outside world seen in the founding of the 
United Nations and developments that would eventual
ly lead to the Lesser Peace, and then the coming of the 
Most Great Peace of Baha'u'llah. 

Following a survey of the financial needs of Europe 
by Charles MacDonald, Paul Haney brought the Funds 
into a world perspective. He said that the greatest flow 
of Baha'is was coming from the undeveloped countries 
where capacity to give was very small, thus placing 
extra responsibility on Baha'is of Europe for the finan
cial needs of the world. He also referred to the needs of 
the World Center in respect to its m amtenance and 
development. 

Imide the House of Worship, Langenhain. 
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Victorie. and Goal. 
Some of the good news shared was the success of the 

Faith in Iceland, the nine pioneers ready to form an 
Assembly on Rhodes, the developments in the 
Balearies. The goals to be won are still many. Special 
stress was laid on the importance of the islands around 
the mainland of Europe, those of the North Sea and the 
islands off Scotland and Eire. The need for pioneers, for 
traveling teachers, for sacrificial giving, the need to 
generate universal participation became sobering re
sponsibilities, almost overwhelming in relation to the 
seemingly few available to carry on the tasks. Slowly, 
through the fear that the tasks were too great, came the 
realization that not the few souIs but only the power of 
God would win the objectives. Some results were im
mediately apparent - several volunteered to pioneer, 
some started on their way. New confidence was en .. 
gendered to sail with greater confidence upon the 
"unknown sea" of Proclamation. 

Public Event. Attract 

A full conference hall heard Paul Haney give clear 
answers to a troubled world at the public meeting held 
on Sunday evening. Just prior to the opening of the 
Conference a reception was held at the Continental 
Hotel attended by a number of dignitaries. including 
Prof. Dr. Ernst Benz, professor of comparative religion 
at Marburg who had spoken on the Faith on a series of 
national broadcasts. A press conference attracted Dr, 

-. 
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Barres~ Director of Social Studies at Palermo. 

History - Past and Future 

The spirit of this European Conference is best 
summed up in the words of an observer: "The signifi
cance of this Conference and the others with which it 
was linked in so many ways - by phone. by love, by 
common worship and purpose and by a commOn au~ 
thority on earth that had called them together - was in 
fact too much for people to realize and fully under
stand, Its place in history is dimly seen as we look back 
at the history of God's renewed religion that had been 
brought into Europe by His Manifestation at the turmoil 
of a century in which a bewildered continent lost its 
empires and its glory, at the sacrifice of those who had 
labored to bring the new truth; but its true significance 
will be seen ... after the spiritual rebirth of Europe is 
apparent, not only to Baha'is in the spirit of such 
momentous gatherings, but to everyone." 

Youth - a Pre,ent and Future Strength 

A special session was devoted to youth. Charles leas 
of Spain, Auxiliary Board member. stressed their "en~ 
ergy, enthusiasm, imagination and spirituality" on 
which is based the "future strength of the Faith." The 
representatives from the twelve countries consulted on 
the special message of the Universal House of Justice 
to youth. The youth present showed their practical 
approach to the real challenges when they asked the 
adults to give them more intense moral education to 
help them live up to the required standards. This 
education, they said, must be frank and allow the youth 
to freely discuss the pressures they feel today in the 
outside world. Inter~religious round tables, special 
group trips to goal towns, literature with quotations 
relevant to youth, holiday teaching - these were just a 
few of the ideas generated. 

Between sessions at FTankfurt Conference. 

Hand of the Cause, Paul Haney, at the European Con
ference in FrankfuTt, GeTmany. 

The Intercontinental Conference in JahrhWl.derthalle, 
Frankfurt, GeTmany. 

T 
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Dr. Ernst Benz, professor of comparative religion, 
and Anneliese Bopp, national secretary, at the recep. 
tion~ discussing a program on the Bahci'i Faith by Dr. 
Benz wnicn was presented six months ago by the Ba-

varian Broadcasting Co. 

Reception in Hote! Intercontinental attended by many 
invited dignitaries. 

At the picture post card booth. 
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Kampala 

BaM', House of Worship near Kampala, Uganda in Africa. 

(onference Imparts New Spirit of Courage 

~E INTERCONTINENTAL CONFERENCE for Af-
rica was unique in the highlights it produced and the 

emotions it evoked in the more than 450 Baha'is from 
twentyfour nations gathered in the Lugogo Stadiwn 
Clubhouse, Kampala, Uganda. Scenes lively, jOyful, re-
freshing and sad, moving but inspiring, combined to 
raise the spirits of all to renewed heights of awareness, 
enthusiasm and determination. 

A great drum sounded the call to consultation at the 
beginning of each session and prayers rose in innumer
able tongues, chants and choruses of the believers of 
Africa - black, white, brown. Here and there simulta
neous translations conveyed knowledge of the wide 
representation of tribes and peoples. The weather was 
warm and swmy, the flowers colorful and sweet-scent
ed The messages and greetings that poured in from the 
Holy Land, the other Conferences, many parts of Africa 
and friends around the world brought a warm feeling of 
oneness. And the news was good - encouragingly good. 
Yes, there were problems, many and serious problems. 

But there was accomplishment, victories too - hand .. 
some victories won by believers and C'OmmWlities la
boring in difficult circumstances. 

When it was over it seemed that the believers of 
Africa were poised, ready and eager to flood this vast 
continent with the swelling tide of proclamation that 
"the wilderness, the mountain, the valley. the forests, 
the prairies and the seas" should resound with the 
Name of the Lord. 

Removing the Difficulties 
This had not been an easy Conference to arrange. A 

large committee had labored for months over details 
without number, For a period the government had 
refused permission for the selected dates as it was also 
the season for celebrating independence in Uganda. 
One by one the members of the committee were strick
en by illness or personal crisis. But through it all was 
seen the finger of God - opening the long-closed door of 
radio, attracting journalists and photographers from 
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home and abroad to a fine press conference and to 
cover the events of the weekend, providing sponsors for 
a four-page Baha 'j supplement in the daily English 
language newspaper, offering a program on television 
through which Mr. Furutan and Mr. Oiinga introduced 
the Faith, sending a BahA'i writer and a photographer 
from the American magazine, Ebony, to cover the 
Conference in meticulous detail. 

Twenty-Four Countries Represented 

On the first evening the friends gathered for registra
tion and to join in a unity feast punctuated by laughter 
and loving spirit The choirs of Kenya and Uganda 
sang. Greetings were exchanged as the roll call of 
countries was read. When all had finally arrived, sev
enteen countries in Africa were represented, two in the 
Indian Ocean and five from other parts of the world. 
Tape recorded messages from the other Conferences 
were heard A great banner was arrayed across one 
wall announcing the purpose of the Conference, and the 
auditorium was embellished with numerous Baha'I pho
tographs including a large colored reproduction of the 
design of the Pam ana Bouse of Worship. 

Hands of Cau.e Speab 
Mr. Kolonerio Oule, chairman of the N ationa! Assem

bly for Uganda and Central Africa, opened the Confer
ence on the first day, welcoming and greeting the 
friends. The Bands of the Cause of God started the 
Conference along its threefold path of celebrating the 
Centenary of the Declaration of Baha'u'llah to the 
rulers of the world, of opening the six-year period of 
worldwide public proclamation of the Faith, and of 
deliberating on the progress of the Nine Year Plan in 
Africa. 

Most ably representing the Universal Bouse of J~ 
tice, Hand of the Cause 'Ali-Akbar Furutan read the 
inspiring message sent by that Supreme Institution of 
the Faith to the six Intercontinental Conferences. Be 
spoke of the arduous life of Baha'u'llah in Adrianople 
and the Revelation of the Suriyi-i-MulUk. Be told of 
the moving experiences of the Bands of the Cause on the 
pilgrimage to the house of Bahil'u'llah in Adrianople. 
Be was followed by Band of the Cause Enoch Olinga, 
speaking with eloquence and learning about the history 
and scope of Baha'u'llah's Proclamation. 

Commemoration in Temple 

On the afternoon of the first day the believers were 
taken by bus to the Ma'!!J.riqu'I-A<lbkilr on Kikaaya Bill 
where they attended a special service of celebration 
and to view the portrait of Bahil'u'llilh. On a far crest of 
that same hill the new national ~a~irat'ul-Quds for 
Uganda and Central Africa and a teaching institute 
have just been completed. The Jj:a~lrat'ul-Quds is a 
circular building having a round central auditorium 
surrounded by a group of offices, a librar~\ archives 
room, publishing room, guest roam and kitchen. Fol
lowing the service t Mr. Furtitan dedicated the new 
buildings designed by Baha'i architect Patrick Ro
barts, who spoke briefty about their construction. Has
san Sabri explained the history of the ~aprat'ul-Quds 
in Uganda. Sacred relics of Bahil'u'llah from the na
tional archives were on view as the believers passed 
through the auditorium. 

In the evening the friends were privileged to see the 
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Hands of the Cause Mr. Olinga and Mr. FUrUtan greet 
friends in the temple gardens. 

The flowers of the human garden. 

The new 1J~iTat~l-Quds at dedication. 



21 

exquisite slide productions with sound, "Carmel, Moun
tain of God," and "International Baha'i Convention and 
World Congress 1963" and the film, "And His Name 
Shall Be One. H 

Proclamation Plans 
The second day of the Conference was given to 

reports of plans and consultation on methods of pro
claiming the Faith in Africa. The subject was brought' 
into sharp focus through the thought-provoking words 
of chairman William Masehla and speaker Elsie Aus
tin, who put definition to public proclamation and its 
techniques and stressed the role of individual responsi
bility in the teaching work. As the representatives of 
the national assemblies reported on their plans and 
progress, it was clearly seen that much thought and 
effort had gone into the preparations for this great 
campaign and that each assembly is dealing with the 
situation in its own region with a fine blend of audacity 
and wisdom. Step by careful, well-planned step, the 
Name of Baha'u'llah will be carried from the cities to 
the towns, viUages, homes, and hearts of the people. 
The high and the low, rich and the poor, literate and 
the illiterate, religious and pagan, young and old, men 
and the women - ail will hear His Message. That is the 
plan. 

Public Meeting and Reception 

At 5:30 p.m. on the afternoon of the second day a 
public meeting was held in the main auditorium of 
Makerere University College. Approximately 500 people 
were present to hear Mr. Furtitan and Mr. Olinga speak. 
Over l?OOO in vi tations had been sent to leaders in 
government and public life in Uganda. Each invitation 
had been accompanied by a letter, a specially prepared 
pamphlet giving extracts fr(}IIl His Teachings, and a 
brief statement of the history and purpose of the Cause. 
Following the public meeting a reception for 250 people 
was held at the new state h(}tel, attended by representa
tives of the government, the diplomatic corps, the 
clergy, educational institutions and the business and 
professional communities. 

The Spur of Enthusiasm 

Saturday was a day of sober reflection (}n the prob
lems and prospects of fulfilling that "lion's share" of 
the Nine Year Plan so confidently given to Africa by 
the Universal House of Justice. As the friends listened 
to chairman Hassan Sabri and the reports from each 
national assembly, they must have marvelled; for 
whereas the Plan is orderly and methodical, destined to 
anchor the Faith in every land, the ways by which God 
aids His Cause are mysterious and fascinating. Believ
ers are imprisoned, persecuted, and the Faith gains 
inner stength and outer recognition. New nations are 
disrupted, tom asunder with strife, and the Baha'i 
refugees plant the banner of Baha?u'llah in their foster 
homelands. Pioneers are badly needed here or there; 
none appears, but a Baha'i b transferred across the 
,world in his profession and fills the breech. A white 
pioneer dies, is buried in a black burial ground, and the 
barriers of race tumble. A Baha'i cemetery is acquired. 
The sweet spur of enthusiasm far exceeds goals - nine 
local assemblies where five were wanted in the harsh 
heartlands of prejudice; twenty assemblies called f(}r, 
102 formed where breathes the air of freedom. 
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New believers have been contacted; large numbers 
enrolled; national and local assemblies formed; temple 
and endowment lands acquired; schools, institutes, 
1:Ia~frat'ul-Quds erected; Whole institutions launched; 
communities incorporated; legal recognition obtained; 
languages translated; literature published and dissemi
nated; summer schools started; funds contributed; 
women, youth and children trained and the believers 
deepened. The friends all over the continent are active 
in the service of this precious and sacred Cause. 

Cable from World Center 

The previous day a cablegram had been sent to the 
Universal House of Justice by the Conference. The 
following reply was read on Saturday: 

"Deeply moved loving sentiments. Recall with pro
found emotion message beloved Guardian occasion 
1953 Conference wherein he extolled pure hearted 
spiritually receptive indigenous people Africa 
whom BahtL 'u'JU.h compared with the pupil of the 
eye through which the light of the spirit shineth 
forth and for whose conversion both the Guardian 
and the Master before him yearned and labored. 
Praying feverently Holy Shrines this conference may 
weld participants and the communities they repre
'Sent as well as entire vast continent into one mighty 
instrument energetically campaign promotion pro
pagation divinely ordained Universal Faith Baha
'u'llah." 
The Canadian Natiooal Assembly had sent a beauti

ful illuminated and framed Tablet which was presented 
by their representative Roger White. A cablegram of 
greeting and encouragement was received from the 
only remaining believer in Africa who met Bah&' 'u'I.l8h 
- Mrs. Murassah Yazdi Rowhani. 

Day of Maturity 

On Saturday afterno(}n Elton Smith, of Kenya, 
chaired the consultation on the Nine Year Plan. Mr. 
Mazibuko of South Africa said, "Although it was the 
pioneers who carried the Faith to Africa, it is the 
African believers who must now arise and carry the 
message to their fellow-Africans." He emphasized the 
vital role in the teaching work played by the African 
Baha'i women in his area in training children and 
holding firesides in the home. "The future of the Faith 
lies with our youth and children. If we are in love with 
our Faith, we cannot resist teaching and spreading it/' 

Mr. Mooten of Mauritius said, "An army cannot 
march on an empty stomach, and the Faith cannot 
progress without funds. The Universal House of Justice 
has called for universal participation in contribution to 
the Fund. A child, for a time, is dependent on his 
parents, but when he reaches maturity he becomes self
supporting.' , 

Mr. Mukalama of Kenya reminded us, HIf it were 
possible i(}r the Master to walk in the street, or from 
place to place, teaching and winoing hearts for the 
Faith, we should not be too proud to follow His exam
ple." 

Saturday evening the believer. crowded into the 
auditorium in the hope of hearing the intercontinental 
telephonic greetings to be exchanged by the six Confer
ences. The loudspeakers were c(}nnected to the tele
phone. First the Kampala operator, then London - a 
long pause - repeated apologies from London, (pray-

T 
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William Masehla from South Africa. Representative from Indian Ocean, 
Mr. Mooten. 

Speakers' pJatform with CanfeTence 
drum (right), symbol of sending 
news in Africa and used to call ses-

ers), White Plains, New York and finally Chicago. Mr. 
Olinga conveyed' the message from Africa. Then si
lence. Nothing was received. It was a low point. 

The Day of God 

But later that evening high spirits prevailed during 
the "traditional welcome" accorded the representative 
of the Universal House of Justice and the Hands of the 
Cawe, hosted by Auxiliary Board member, Max Ken
ierezy. The choirs, some in customary dress, sang in 
the warm and exhilarating tempos of Africa. An Of

chestra of hand-carved African instruments played by 
skilled, blind musicians put ear to the heartbeat of 
Africa. A group of Ugandan children performed a small 
play, uThe Day of God." 

On the last day the children performed again in a 
brief series of recitations and prayers. Mrs. Helen 
Wilks, Auxiliary Board member for Swaziland, dis
played and explained the visual aids she has devised 
for training and encouraging children in the Cause. 

The Day of Days 

Sunday brought the Cooference to a climax and 
conclusion. It started in the morning with an inspiring 
talk hy Auxiliary Board member Pouva Murday, 
chaired by Auxiliary Board member Aziz Yazdi, on the 
spirit of love and devotion which can carry the believ
ers and the C allse through to total victory in the Plan. 
This was followed by a statement, lighted with sage 
humor, by Jack McCants of America, speaking on the 
role of the Hands of the Cause in the achievement of the 
plan. 

On Sunday afternoon there were four Hands of the 
Cause, together for the first time dUring the Conference, 
under the chairmanship of Auxiliary Board member 
Oloro Epyeru. 4Ali-Akbar Furittan, representative of the 
Universal House of Justice. admonished us to be united 
and to obey the Law of God if we would win victory for 
Baha 'U' llah. "Love is the es sence of all religions and 
the greatest gift of God to humanity. Baha'u'llilh de
clared that the principle teaching of His Cause was the 
unity of humanity, and that all His laws, ordinances 
and teachings were to bring about unity." 

Enoch Olinga reminded us that though we are far 
apart we are one in spirit and this will be our strength, 

sions to order. 

AuxiliaTY BOBTd membeTs Betete WOTku fTom Ethiopia 
and Ariz Yaza,i trom Kenya with Hand of the Cause 
~ Ali-AkbaT Furntan, representing the Universal House 

Of Justice. 

Mixed singing gTOUp trom South Africa and Kenya. 

T-
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Left: Auxili4ry Board member Pouva Murday from Malagasy Republic, talks on accomplishing goals of the Nine 
Year Plan. Seated, from lett; Conference chairman Koloneiro Oule and Auxiliary Board member Ariz Yazdi. 
Center: Solomon Tanyi from the Cameroon Republic. Right: waiting for the intercontinental phone hookup. Left to 

right: Hand of the Cause Enoel; Olinga, Margaret Clayton and technician. 

Ie 'Great mercies and blessings', said the Master, 'are 
promised unto you provided your hearts are filled with 
the fire of love, that you live in perfect kindness and 
harmony, as one soul in different bodies. . . . Take no 
thought of yourselves or your lives, whether you eat or 
whether you sleept whether you are comfortable, 
whether you are ill or well, whether you are with 
friends or foes, whether you receive praise or blame -
for all these things you must not care at all. You must 
die to yourselves and to the world. Behold a candle, 
how it weeps its life away drop by drop in order to give 
forth its flame of light .... As you have faith so shall 
your powers and your blessings be.' " 

William Sears was seriously ill, en route for major 
surgery, only able to leave his bed long enough to 
attend the Ma@riqu'l-Aclbkar service and to pour his 
heart and spirit into that final magnificent exhortation 
with which we were sent forth to "mount OUr steeds." 
He said: i·The Universal House of Justice said in its 
inspiring message that humanity is 'entering the dark 
heart of the age of transition.' The beloved Guardian 
told us that we were being swept into the vortex of 
unprecedented disasters, undreamed of afflictions and 
sufferings. The world around us is suffering. It is tragic, 
but the real tragedy is that the Baha'is within the 
community may fall to respond to His exhortations to 
accomplish the task before them. . . . Unless we are 
Baha'is outwardly and within, we cannot win the victo
ries .... Sometimes we appear outwardly devoted and 
active, but inwardly we are not dedicated at all. We go 
through the motions but our hearts are not in it. The 
fire seems to have gone out. We can fool other people, 
but we cannot fool Baha'u'llah. Sometimes we can fool 
ourselves, but not for long. No man is happy without 
the love of God in his heart .. .... 'One thing and one 
thing only,' said the Guardian, 'will unfailingly and 
alone secure the undoubted triumph of this sacred 
Cause, namely the extent to which our own inner lives 
and private character mirror forth in their manifold 

aspects the splendor of those eternal principles pro
claimed by Baha 'u'lllth.' " 

The Hero of Africa 
And then, as we were all there, gathered to hear the 

words of these Ustewards" of the Faith of God
l 

beloved 
Aqa Jan our "dear father" as he is known here, Musa 
Banani, was carried down the stairs and into the 
auditorium in the arms of a loving friend, was gently 
placed in his wheelchair and taken to the speakers' 
platform. Every believer rose to his feet in spontane
ous, deeply sincere love, respect and honor. Here was 
the hero of Africa, scarred. but unbent and unwavering. 
Hand of the Cause of God, Mr. Banaru - sixteen years 
a pioneer to Africa and in the twilight of his life, ill and 
almost blind with diabetes, paralyzed on his right side 
by a devastating stroke, and now straight from bed, his 
left leg amputated above the knee three weeks ago to 
quench the angry thrust of gangrene. We sang, uAll8h_ 
u·Abha" when he came; we listened intently whlle his 
daughter, Violette Na~javani, translated his message; 
we admired his stern self-control as he sat in obvious 
pain throughout the talks of his fellow Hands. An era 
seemed to have ended. We sensed it. Wou.!d he eveT 
come amongst us like that again? Never mind - we 
have lived with the towering example of his dedication, 
loyalty, obedience, sacrifice, service and long-suffering. 
Is this not blessing enough-? Are these not the lessons 
which no eloquence can teach? How great the wisdom 
of God - that here amongst the simple, unlettered 
people of Africa He placed a giant who would, without 
the aid of words, teach all Africa the meaning of the 
word "faithful." 

That evening there was a final service at the Mafillri
qu'l-AQbkar in supplication for His blessing on the 
Proclamation and the remaining years of the Nine Year 
Plan. It was a warm, starlit night. God seemed very 
close. We pledged ourselves to His work. 
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New Delhi 

National BaM', If,,,,,iratu'l-Qud8, New Delhi, jloodlit at night for the Conference. 

Evetts Spark First Baha'i Press Conference in India 

HAVE YOU EVER SEEN a multicolored garden of 
humanity surrounded by heartwarming smiles, ra .. 

diant love and joyous companionship? These were to be 
found in the massive gathering of diversity of cultures, 
nationalities, language groups and religious back
grounds at the Intercontinental Baha'j Conference held 
at New Delhi, attended by mOre than 3,000 Baha'is. 

The Conference was held on the spacious and beauti
ful lawns of the National 1:Ia~iratu'l-Quds of India - a 
large, white, stately aod imposing building. A huge tent 
made of multicolored. cloth with the vivid, vibrant 
colors of India covered the entire area. The covered 
space provided seating capacity for over 3,300 people. 
The speakers' platform was tastefully decorated with 
Indian and Persian carpets. Directly in front of the 
speakers' platform was a carpeted area where the 
children of various Baha'i schools usually sat. 

During the first evening and the next day people 

poured into the grounds and all roads led to the 
National Baha'i 1:Ia~ratu'1-Quds. Messages of greetings 
by letters and cables started arriving in great numbers 
some days prior to and during the Conference. Bus
loads of Baha'is from Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, 
Mysore, Gujarat and other provinces, people from 
major cities and every nook and corner of India, 
including remote tribal representatives, participated. 
Baha'is from eighteen Asian countries and four western 
countries and even from Africa and Australia c-Uended 
this most unique and inspiring gathering. They came 
by planeloads from Persia numbering about 400, includ
ing some people from the tribes. The next largest 
representation outside of India was from the Arabian 
countries. 

On Saturday evening, October 7, the Conference was 
formally opened hy Shirin Boman, chairman of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of India. 

r 
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Throughout the Conference three languages were used 
- Hindi, English and Persian, but prayers were heard 
in many different languages. 

Four Hands of the Cause Pre.ent 

Hand of the Cause of God A. Q. Faisi, representative 
of the Universal House of Justice, was introduced and 
greeted the friends. Hands of the Cause Dr. A. M. 
Varqa, General S. 'Ala'i and Dr. Muhajir briefly 
addressed the Conference, saying that at the first Con
ference in New Delhi in 1953 there were only twelve 
National Spiritual Assemblies in the world but now we 
have eighty-one. A message to the Conference from 
Hand of the Cause Agnes Alexander was read. Hand of 
the Cause for Asia, Dr. R. Muhiljir, introduced the 
twenty-two Auxiliary Board members present of a total 
of thirty-six in Asia. 

The National Spiritual Assemblies represented were: 
India, Ceylon, Arabia, Laos, Thailand, North East 
Africa? Philippines, iran, Indonesia, Korea, Taiwan, 
Malaysia, South and Central Arabia, Turkey and Pak· 
istan. This session was covered by the Government of 
India newsreel department and a representative from 
London Television Company. in addition to many neW5~ 
paper reporters and photographers. 

Mr. Fai.l Speaks 

On Sunday, October 8, Mr. A. Q. Faiz; spoke moving
ly of the meeting of the six Hands with the members of 
the Universal House of Justice in Bahji, prior to leaving 
for Adrianople and then to the six Conferences. This 
was followed by his reading of the message from the 
Universal House of Justice. 

The latest to enter the Faith, the Indian masses, were 
given the first opportunity to view the portrait of 
Baha'u'llah while Mr. Faizi stood in silent reverence. 

A cable was sent to the Universal House of Justice 
and a reply received. A cable was also sent to 'Ama
tu'l-Baha Rul:li'yyih :Khanum informing her of the ac
ceptance of the Faith by Tibetans, much loved by 
her, and her cabled response was received. 

Tapes of telephone messages of the Conferences, sent 
in advance to be played in case there was a breakdown 
of commtUlications between the Conferences (which did 
occur), were played. 

On Monday morning, October 9, with Mr. M. Salman
pour, representative of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Arabia presiding, Mr. Faizi spoke on the Guardian of 
the Faith, Shoghi Effendi, and his thirty-six years of 
ceaseless labor. He said that the friends are well aware 
of their beloved Guardian but they do not realize fully 
the many things he did personally over a period of so 
many years that made it possible for the big victories 
to be won. He then asked the Indian teachers to come 
upon the platform. Among them was a badly crippled 
old man who must walk with crutches on the tips of his 
toes. This old man has gone through the villages of 
India enrolling thousands under the banner of the 
Faith. Also called to the stage were five of the first 
Tibetans to become Baha'is from among the Tibetan 
refugees in northern India. 

The afternoon session was chaired by the representa
tive of Iran, Jalel Sahihi. with representatives of partk
ipating National Assemblies speaking on Proclamati ill 
plans. 

_ ...... - ..... 
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Food Minister Speaks 

A public meeting featured the Food and Agriculture 
Minister of India, Jagjivan Ram, in the public hall of 
the spacious Vigyan Bhavan. The two Baha'i speakers 
were Dr. M. Salmanpour and Shirin Fozdar. In sum
ming up, the minister, Jagjivan Ram, spoke very 
highly and eloquently about the Baha'i Faith and said 
that the Message of Baha'u'IHih, the Prophet for the 
present age, provided the foundation for a spiritual 
basis of universal peace and that in it one fOWld all the 
ancient wisdom given for a modern age. He further 
said that in his opinion every rational person is a 
potential Baha'i and wished the Baha'is all success in 
their endeavors. 

Proclamation Book Presented to the President of India 
On the evening of October 9, a delegation of four 

friends, including Mr. Faizi, had an audience with His 
Excellency the President of India, Dr. Zakir Hussain. 
The chairman of the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of India, Shirin Boman, and the vice-chairman 
Dr. K. K. Bhargava, presented the Proclamation book 
compiled by the Universal House of Justice to the Head 
of the State of India, who received it with great respect 
and promised to read its contents. 

The Proclamation book for the King of Nepal, sent by 
the Universal House of Justice to India to be presented 
to His Highness, was taken by the Auxiliary Board 
members Dr. (Mrs.) Perin Oliyai and Mr. Lal Har
vansh Singh t" Kathmandu and presented to the king. 

Deliberation on the Plan occupied most of the Tues
day sessions, with addresses by Dr. Varqa and Dr. 
Muhajir. Mrs. Sadaquat, representative of the Conti
nental Pioneer Committee of Asia, and Vic Samaniego, 
representative of the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Philippines, presided over the morni:ug and afternoon 
sessions. 

Visit to Deputy Premier of India 

The Deputy Prime Minister of India, Mr. Morarji 
Desai, received a delegation from the Intercontinental 

(Continued em page 34) 

Hand of the Cause Genera' ~Aldfi being introduced to 
Mr. Morarji Desai, Deputy Prime Minister of India. 

T 
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BaM'i delegation presenting Proclamation book to the President of India. Left to right: Dr. K. K. Bhargaoa, 
Hand of the Cause A. Q. Faizi, His Excellency the President of India Dr. Zakir Hussain, Sha/igheh Feathea

zam, Shirin Boman. 

BaM'i delegation with Mr. Morarji Desai, Deputy Prime Minister of India. 



Some 01 the friends with Balun school children. 

A gTOUp of Indian village BaM'is with two friends from 
abroad. 
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Conference on Tuesday at 3 p.m., consisting of repre
sentatives from cOlU1tries literally encircling the glObe. 
Mr. Faizi, General 'AliI.'i and Dr. Varqa were first 
presented, followed by the introduction of individuals 
from most of the thirty countries present at the Confer
ence. As individuals were being introduced to him, Mr. 
Desai commented on the wide spread of the Baha'i 
Faith. After these introductions Mr. Desai invited ev
eryone to sit at a long conference table in his office 
where he gave a short talk stating that he believed in 
all religions, including the Baha'i Faith. Mr. Faizi told 
him about a Tablet of 'Abdu'l-Baha in which he foretold 
of the future spiritual importance of India. General 
'Ala I i told of meeting Mr. Nehru some years ago and of 
his friendly attitude toward the Faith. 

Dr. J. C. Sundaram, representative of the National 
Assembly of Malaysia chaired the Wednesday session 
after an address by Ishraq Khavart, internationally 
known Baha'i teacher from Irim, the role of youth in 
teaching the Faith in Asia was discussed. Some of the 
youth spoke on their teaching experiences among the 
masses and urged other youth to come forward. During 
the Conference a special program was arranged by the 
youth to discuss teaching in colleges. Dr. Suzoki, repre .. 
sentative of the Nati<lnal Spiritual Assembly of North 
East Asia, chaired an afternoon session highlighted by 
the Auxiliary Board members and the Hands of the 
Cause. 

Mayor i. Honored Gue.t 

A reception for the dignitaries of India and abroad 
was held at the Hotel Obero; Intercontinental at 5:30 
p.m. The guest of honor was the Mayor of Delhi. It was 
attended by about a thousand persons and the hall was 
packed to capacity. Mr. Faizi was the chief speaker 
and was well received. 

B.h~ 'r Model Town - T alkatora Garden 

One of the important features of this Conference was 
the arrangements made to lodge and board the Indian 
Baha'is at the Talkatora Garden, numbering well over 
2,000. The whole ground, measuring over half a mile, 
was covered with huge tents partitioned into eighteen 
by thirty-six foot compartments to house the various 
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RepTesentatives of the national assemblies being intToduced to the Conference. 

A group of BaM'i J"dies fTom Indian villages and abToad. Tibetan B"M'is with Hand of the Cause Mr. Faizi. 



representations. Separate arrangements were made for 
women and children. A temporary telephone COnnec
tion, first-aid camps supervised by Baha', doctors, loud
speaker connections. and a reception and registration 
office were provided to make their stay a happy and 
memorable one. Night sessions were regularly held 
there for the benefit of the Hindi-speaking believers 
who came forward to relate their experiences of vari
ous ways in which they became Baha'is. Many volun
teered as pioneers and teachers, including a num her of 
very new Baha'is. 

Some of the lions of mass teaching of the Cause of 
God in India such as Auxiliary Board members L. P. 
Lad and Dayaram Malviya and R. B. Tripathi (Nation
al Spiritual Assembly of India), Nathulal Malviya, 
Parthi Banjara, V. P. Gupta and Dr. R. S. Bhargava, 
as well as many others were at hand, ready to give 
their messages of !Reetings and welcome to the Confer
ence, but due to the tight schedule of the program they 
contained their enthusiasm. 

Last Scene 

K. H. Vahji, secretary of the National Spiritual As
sembly of India, has written: uThis great Conference 
which was so anxiously awaited in the picturesque 
metropolis of India was all too quickly over. To most of 

Hand of tlu! Cause Dr. MuM;;r being garlanded by It 

Baha'i vtllage lady of India. Below: a group of BaM'. 
ladies from Indian villages and abToad. 
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Part of tlu! audience at the public meeting. 

us it all seemed like a beautiful dream come true in the 
garden of delight - the Baha 'j House of India. Some of 
the friends were heard to say, ~Perhaps we may not be 
able to meet again,' while friends of younger age 
promised to meet again at one of the interoceanic 
conferences. Thus came to an end yet one more great 
and glorious gathering reminiscent of the B aha 'j World 
Congress in London." 

Press Symposium 

Immediately after the Intercontinental Conference a 
press conference of India was organized for two days, 
October 12 to 13. It was the first conference of the press 
in the history of the Baha'l Faith, aod it is too early to 
evaluate the impact. The conference was honored by 
the chief guest, J. R. Mudholkar, president of the Press 
Council of India, who remarked: " ... All spiritual 
teachings speak of a common source for all creation ... 
Yet, we continue to separate each other .. .. The only 
effective way in which man can hope to be saved from 
nuclear warfare is to launch a concerted spiritual 
movement for the regeneration of mankind. The Baha'i 
Faith, from what I have been able to gather, contains a 
tmiversal medicine. . . . It is my instruction to the 
representatives of the press here today to continue a 
regular discussion on this subject and to be the. avant 
guarde of the new world which is to be ushered in soon. 
If the press serves hum anity in this way, you wo:.Ild be 
focusing public attention upon the most important as
pect of life - the spiritual development of man." 

The Conference consisted of twelve sessions com
prised of panel discussions or lectures, talks by various 
Baha'is in which selected subjects were presented to the 
press. Each session was followed by questions or com
ments. The presentation of this conference of the press 
was under the guidance of Auxiliary Board member 
Keith de Folo. Hand of the Cause of God Mr. A. Q. 
Faizi is to be richly commended for the wise and 
thoughtful comments he provided at the conclusion of 
many of the press sessions. It was his calm and loving 
wisdom that provided the perfect background for every 
subject. He commanded great respect from everyone 
and his summing up always gave the subject a new and 
larger scope. 
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Sydney 

Great Distances Bridged by Power of the Faith 

PROCLAMATION IN AUSTRALASIA was sounded on 
an auspicious and joyous opening note! The 

Lord Mayor 01 Sydney gave a civic reception in honor 
01 Hand of the Cause of God Dr. U go Giachery and 
seventy Baha'Is representing all areas of the Pacific 
and the Australian continent. This event. held at noon, 
Thursday, October 5, generated an ABC television 
program presented on opening night of the Conference, 
giving an extra stimulus to the extensive newspaper 
coverage. The Lord Mayor was deeply impressed at the 
wide representation of visitors coming from such a 
farflung area and by the tenor of the Baha'; princi
ples, and gave a warm welcome to the assemblage. 

Hands of the Cause Greet Baha'is 
The Conference itself opened with the introduction of 

Hand of the Cause of God Dr. Ugo Giachery. repre
sentative of the Universal House of Justice, as well as 
Collis Featherstone, Hand of the Cause of God from 
Australia. Jeff Rodwell, National Assembly chairman, 
greeted the nine Auxiliary Board members, National 

Assembly members and other believers from Australia, 
New Zealand, Western and American Samoa, French 
Polynesia, British Solomon Islands, Fiji, GUbert and 
Ellice Islands, Guam, Hawaii, Iran, Marianna Islands, 
New Hebrides, Portuguese Timor, Territory of Papua 
and New Guinea, Tonga, Cook Islands, New Caledonia, 
the Philippines, the United States of America, Canada 
and Great Britain. 

COUld anything but the love of Bah8.'u'Uah bring 
together so many people from such distant and dispar
ate areas in such joy and unity? There were over 350 of 
them from the twenty-one countries and islands - a 
true expression of the uniting power of the Faith. Later 
that evening the friends Were shown the film, II And His 
Name Shall Be One," from the CBS television program, 
·'A Lamp Unto My Feet." 

M."age from Universal House of Justice 

On the morning of Friday, October 6, Dr. Giachery 
presented the message of The Universal House of 
Justice and spoke of the visit of the six Hands to the 

T 
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holy places associated with the exile of Baha'u'llah to 
Constantinople and Adrianople. He expressed the hope 
that he might convey some of the emotions experienced 
on this journey, the first official pilgrimage to these 
places. He explained that with every step of the jour
ney from Istanbul to Adrianople they contemplated the 
sufferings of Baha'u'llith, who had made the same 
journey one hundred years before. He mentioned. the 
prayers of the Hands in the house of Riza Big, which 
has been rebuilt to its original condition, and the Feast 
of Ma'!!!.iyyat with reading. from the SuriY-i·Muluk. 

Review of Adrianople Events 

Mrs. Viva Rodwell reviewed the events which trans
pired in Adrianople, culminating in Baha'u'llah's Rev .. 
elation of the Suriy-i-Muluk. As background she gave 
an outline of European history and of the oppressed 
conditions of the masses, pointing out the relevancy of 
Bahit'u'lli3.h's message to the leaders of the world. This 
reView was followed with the reading of the SUriy-i
MulUk and other Tablets of Baha'u'llah to the Rulers, 
interspersed with appropriate musical selections. 

John Davidson gave a presentation of this history and 
scope of Baha'u'IIa.h's Proclamation, not only convey~ 
ing the historical facts, but also the deep oWlering of 
Baha'u'IU.h because of Mirza Ya.Q.ya's transgression 
and the subsequent oppression of Sultan Abdu'l-'Aziz. 
In outlining the scope of Baha.'u'llah's Proclamation he 
summarized the major themes - firstly, the Divine 
Summons; secondly, Baha'u'llah's vision of the future: 
"Now that ye have refused the Most Great Peace, cling 
yet to the Lesser Peace"; thirdly, the obligations im
Posed upon the recipients of His Epistles, the station of 
kingship; and lastly, His prophecies and warnings 
concerning the downfall of the kings and ecclesiastics. 

Board member Miss Thelma Perks spoke on the 
monarchs and religious leaders and institutions which 
were the recipients of His message. Board member 
William Washington continued with the account of the 

The Lord Mayor's reception, Thursday, October 5, 
1967. Left to right: The Lord Mayor of SydnejJ, Hand 
Of the Cause Dr. Ugo Giachery, James Heggie, Aus
tralian national secretaTY and Hand of the Cause Colli. 

Featherstone. 

Members of the National Teaching Committee of Aus
tralia, Jolee Leedham and Jim Chittleborough consult

ing with Grenville Kirton and Mansell M01Tis. 

Hand of the Cause CoUis Featherstone and Mrs. Madge Featherstone at far end of the table 
in the ?a~ratu'I-Quds, Sydney, along with the nine Australasian AuxiliaTY Board members, 
clockwise: ViTginia BTeaks, Niualeava Tuataga, Vi Hoenke, MaTe ToweTB, Hugh Blundell, 

Howard Harwood, MargaTet Rawling, Bill Washington, Thelma Perk •• 
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The frien<l8 attending the Australasian Intercontinental Conference assembled outside the Sydney Hoose of Wor
ship. 

effect of Bah,,'u'llah's teachings on the world. and 
Niualeava Tuataga terminated this session with a spir
ited and inspiring talk on the Faith. 

V'_ing of Porirail 

On Friday night a special commemorative Temple 
service was held at which a youth choir sang selections 
of Baha'u'llah's words. Mter the service the assembled 
believers viewed the portrait of Bah,,'u'llah brought 
from the Holy Land for this occasion. The atmosphere 
in the Temple was intense as each believer approached 
and gazed at the face of Baba'u'llah, recalling the 
words of Professor Browne, I' • • • the face of Him on 
Whom I gazed I can never forget, even though I cannot 
describe it . . . u 

Prodamation Books 10 be Presented 

The National Spiritual Assembly of Australia, 
through its representative Mr. P. de Vogel, announced 
its plans to present the book, The Proclamation Of 
Baha'u.'U6h, to the Governor General, the Prime Minis
ter, political leaders, religious dignitaries and people of 
eminence throughout Australia. These activities are to 
be accompanied by an intensive proclamation to all 
sections of the community. The representative of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of New Zealand. Mrs. 
Butler, mentioned that a special Proclamation confer
ence in Auckland was held prior to the Intercontinental 
Conference, which resulted in a plan being launched to 
culminate with a public meeting on November 12, the 

Mrs. Freda Butler of New Zealand addTessing the Con
ference. 

birthday of Baha'u'llah. Their plan included the pres
entation of 150 books to leaders and iii special weekend 
festival on October 19-20. 

Lillian Ala'i of the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
South Pacific Ocean stated that with the distances 
involved in the South Pacific the difficulties of procla
·mation were evident. Two special copies of The PTOC

lamation of BaM'1L'!!ah are to be presented to the King 
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of Tonga and the King of Samoa. 
The National Spiritual Assembly of the South Pacific 

announced plans to present the book, The Proclamation 
0/ Baha'u'U<ih to fifty leaders and cabinet members, 
together with the pamphlet on loyalty to government. 

Few Teachers - Long Distances 
Mrs. G. Blum of the National Spiritual Assembly of 

the South West Pacific Ocean spoke of the difficulties of 
teachlng the Faith in Noumea and the New Hebrides. 
However, with the help of pioneers Mr. and Mrs. 
Battrick, who speak French, it is hoped progress will be 
made in these islands. 

Mrs. Mabel Aritera of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands 
spoke of the excellent relationship developing with the 
magistrates in these islands, but explained that in over 
2,000,000 square miles of sea there are only forty to fifty 
square miles of land. She mentioned the need for 
traveling teachers, as there have been only three vis
itors to these islands since 1953. 

Dr. Claude Caver of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Hawaii presented an inspiring program 'Of events, 
some interesting features being a letter to all believers 
in Hawaii on the importance of proclamation. the 
formation of a national proclamation committee, a 
series of Sunday afternoon programs at the Waikiki 
band shell, the production of a four-page newspaper to 
be distributed free to all, an art exhibit at the Ala 
Moana shopping center and the presentations to leaders 
and religious dignitaries. 

Public Meeting Precedes Phone Hookup 

On Saturday evening a special public meeting at
tended by over 380 people was held featuring Dr. 
Giachery, Marc Towers and Stanley Bolton as speak
ers, with Alvin Blum as chairman. Following immedi
ately, seventy-nine friends gathered at the J:la~aratu-l
Quds for intercontinental telephone hookup. This thrill
ing moment came at 2 a_m_ Sunday morning and 
proved of great interest to the Australian newspapers. 

The entire conference felt privileged to hear Dr. Ugo 
Giachery spe ak on the beloved Guardian whom he 
intimately portrayed to the friends on several occa
sions. 

Special Consultation Held 

During sessions the institutions of the Hands and 
National Spiritual Assemblies met together to discuss 
mutual plans and problems of teachlng. The call for 
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pioneers was raised during various sessions and by the 
closing session nineteen had responded, as well as a 
number who offered themselves for travelling teaching. 
The entire Conference was conducted in English. Spe .. 
cial gratitude is due Mrs. Battrick, who translated 
many of the discourses into French for the indigenous 
Baha'is from French Oceania. It was unfortunate that 
the same could not be done for the three Portuguese 
friends from Portuguese Timor. 

A public service was held at the BaM.'i Temple on 
Sunday, 3 p.m. This was preceded by the taking of an 
official photograph on the Temple steps. Over 400 peo
ple attended the service, a record since dedication. The 
Lindfield a capella choir sang, inciuding three songs 
especially composed by one of their members for dedi
cation, using words from Baha'i Writings. 

The Sunday night was given over to social activities 
and an address by Dr. U go Giachery, followed by the 
showing of the Carmel slides. 

Poignant HOUr> of Conelusion 

The last poignant hours of the Conference were unfor
gettable. The pioneers who have arisen came forward 
amidst applause and excitement and stood before the 
gathered friends as Mrs. Giachery read the prayer, uO 
Thou Incomparable God." The chairman of the Au
stralian National Spiritual Assembly returned and told 
of the presentation of The Prada mation of BaM 'u'UQ.h 
to the Chief Justice of Australia who was the first 
national dignitary to receive the book. Alvin Blum, 
pioneer to Honiara, raised the call to universal partici .. 
pa lion and spoke of the bounty of pioneering. Indigen
ous believers from New Guinea came forward to tell 
how they had accepted the Faith. Mr. Hamuel, a tribal 
chief from the Solomons, enacted the story of his people 
and his acceptance of the Faith with a sparkling 
vivacity and humor. An Australian aboriginal from the 
River Murray greeted the Conference on behalf of his 
people, and friends from Hawaii and New Zealand 
came forward to express their greetings. Then there 
was the poignancy of the Maori farewell and the words 
which carried everyone on wings of peace to the Land 
of the Long White Cloud. 

The chairm an spoke for everyone when he extended 
heartfelt thanks to Dr. and Mrs. Giachery who had 
given a new vision of the grandeur of the Faith and a 
new spirit to uplift all hearts. "Surely, we have been 
blessed far beyond our deserving and can but turn to 
Bahit'u'llah in praise and thanksgiving that He has 
brought us together in this Baha'i family." 
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organ reporting current activities of the Baha'i world commumty. ,., 

BAH!'! NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Sylvia Parm~lee, Managing Eddor; Mrs. EUmee 
Braun, InteTnationa~ EdUor; Miss Charlotte Linfoot. National Spi.Titual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rex:~rd C_ Pan.nel~. 

Material must be received by the twenty-fifth of the second month preceding date of issue, Address: Baha f News EditorIal Office, 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, illinois 60091, U.S.A. _ . . 

Chang of ddress should be reported directly to National Baha'i Center, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, nlinOls 60091, U.S.A. 
e a h' ilo Changes received by the 15th of the month will take effect in the next mont s rna wg. 



No. 442 B .... H .... ·I yE .... R 124 

The Paramount Goal of Teaching 
A LETTER FROM THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

To: All National Spiritual Assemblies 

Dear Baha'i Friends, 

J .... NU .... Ry 1968 

We have recently sent to those National Spiritual Assemblies which are engaged in mass 
teaching the enclosed extracts from the Writings of Baha 1u'lUth and 'Abdu'l-Baha and from 
the letters of Shoghi Effendi. We feel that they will also be of great assistance to all other Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies. 

The paramount goal of the teaching work at the present time is to carry the message of Baha
'u'Uah to every stratum of human society and every walk of life. An eager response to the 
teachings will often be found in the most unexpected quarters, and any such response should 
be quickly followed up, for success in a fertile area awakens a response in those who were at 
first uninterested. 

The same presentation of the teachings will not appeal to everybody; the method of ex
pression and the approach must be varied in accordance with the outlOOk and interests of the 
hearer. An approach which is designed to appeal to everybody will usually result in attracting 
the middle section, leaving both extremes untouched. No effort must be spared to ensure that 
the healing Word of God reaches the rich and the poor, the learned and the illiterate, the 
old and the young. the devout and the atheist, the dweller in the remote hills and islands. 
the inhabitant of the teeming cities, the suburban businessman, the laborer in the slums, the 
nomadic tribesman, the farmer, the university student; all must be brought consciously within 
the teaching plans of the Baha'i Community. 

Whereas plans must be carefully made, and every useful means adopted in the furtherance 
of this work, your Assemblies must never let such plans eclipse the shining truth expounded 
in the enclosed quotations: that it is the purity of heart, detachment, uprightness, devotion and 
love of the teacher that attracts the divine confirmations and enab1es him, however ignorant 
he be in this world's learning, to win the hearts of his fellowmen to the Cause of God. 

Bah,,'i World Center 
Haifa, Israel 
October 31, 1967 

With loving greetings, 

THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

r 
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Fine Mat Presented to Universal House of Justice 

In the ancient custom of the Samoan people, the 
presentation of a fine mat is the highest honor which 
can be given. The Samoans have other types of mats 
which are used for various occasions, but the fine mats 
are reserved for only the most solemn and most impor
tant occasions. 

This particular fine mat which has been presented to 
the Universal House of Justice, was a gift to Mr. 
Niualeava Tuataga and has a special significance for 
the following reason: 

Mr. Saialala Tamasese was the first Samoan to 
embrace the Baha'i Faith. Mr. Tamasese was a mem
ber of one of the three royal families of Samoa, the 
history is too involved to give in detail here, but as such 
be was an important person in Samoa. Upon his death 
in 1965, because of his royal descent, great pressure 
was exerted on his widow and his daughter, who are 
Baha'is, to have a Christian funeral. One must under
stand Samoan custom to realize how difficult it was for 

Extracts endosed with letter on preceding poge 

"'Whoso ariseth, in this Day, to aid Our Cause, and 
summoneth to his assistance the hosts of a praise
worthy character and upright conduct, the influence 
Howing from such an action will, most certainly, be 
diffused throughout the whole world." 

(Gleanings from the Writings of Bahd'u'll<ih, p. 287) 

"Whoso ariseth to teach Our Cause must needs detach 
himself from all earthly things, and regard, at all 
times, the triumph of Our Faith as his supreme ob
jective. . . . And when he determineth to leave his 
home, for the sake of the Cause of his Lord, let him put 
his whole trust in God, as the best provision for his 
journey, and array himself with the robe of virtue .... 
If he he kindled with the fire of His love, if he forgoeth 
all created things, the words he uttereth shall set on fire 
them that hear him." 
(Gleanings from the Writings of Bahu'u'll<ih, pp. 334-5) 

eel swear by Him Who is the Most Great Ocean t Within 
the very breath of such souls as are pure and sanctified 
far-reaching potentialities are hidden. So great are 
these potentialities that they exercise their influence 
upon all created things." 
(Bana'u'IIah-Quoted in The Advent of Divine Justice> 

p. 19) 

UHe is the true servant of God, whop in this day, were 
he to pass through cities of silver and gold, would not 
deign to look upon them, and whose heart would re
main pure and undefiled from whatever things can be 
seen in this world, be they its goods or its treasures. I 
swear by the Sun of Truth! The breath of such a man is 
endowed with potency, and his words with attraction." 
(Baha'u'llcih-Quoted in Th.e Advent of Divine Ju.stice, 

p.19) 

two women to stand firm and insist that Mr. Tamasese 
was a Baha'j and would have a Baha'i burial. They 
then invited Auxiliary Board member Niu Tuataga to 
take charge of the burial which took place in the 
presence of representatives of the Head of State and the 
largest group of High Chiefs and Christian ministers 
ever to attend a Baha'j gathering. 

Following such a funeral, it is the custom to present a 
fine mat to the Uminister" who performs the service. In 
spite of the fact that there is no clergy in the BaM'i 
Faith, the family very much wished Mr. Tuataga to 
accept this fine mat as a token of their love and 
appreciation. Mr. Tuataga accepted the fine mat on the 
understanding that it would be presented to the Faith 
on behalf of the Baha'is of Samoa at some suitable time. 
Little did he know then that there would be an oppor
tunity to present it to the Supreme Body, the Universal 
House of Justice, to be taken back to the Holiest Spot on 
Earth. 

UThe most vital duty, in this day, is to purify your 
characters, to correct your manners, and improve your 
conduct. The beloved of the Merciful must show forth 
such character and conduct among His creatures, that 
the fragrance of their holiness may be shed upon the 
whole world) and may quicken the dead, inasmuch as 
the purpose of the Manifestation of God and the dawn ... 
ing of the limitless lights of the Invisible is to educate 
the souls of men, and refine the character of every 
living man." 
('Abdu'l-Baha-Quoted in The Advent of Divine Justice, 

pp. 21-22) 

"If you observe that a soul has turned his face com ... 
pletely toward the Cause of God, his intention is cen
tralized upon the penetration of the Word of God, he is 
serving the Cause day and night with the utmost fidelity, 
no scent of selfishness is inhaled from his manners and 
deeds, and no trace of egotism or prejudice is seen in 
his personality-nay rather is he a wanderer in the 
w.ilderness of the love of God, and one intoxicated with 
the wine of the knowledge of God, occupied wholly with 
the diffusion of the fragrances of God, and attracted to 
the signs of the Kingdom of God; know ye of a certainty 
that he is confirmed with the powers of the Kingdom, 
assisted by the heaven of Might; and he will shine, 
gleam and sparkle like unto the morning star with the 
utmost brilliancy and splendor from the horizon of the 
everlasting gift. If he is alloyed with the slightest trace 
of passion, desire, ostentation or self-interest, it is 
certain that the results of all efforts will prove fruitless, 
and he will becom e deprived and hopeless. 

(Tablets of 'Abdu'l-BaM-Volume I, p. 42) 

"The aim is this: the intention of the teacher must be 
pure, his heart independent; his spirit attracted~ his 
thought at peace, his resolution firm) his magnanimity 
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Universal House of Justice Appoints 
United Nations Observer 

In a recent letter of announcement the Universal 
House of Justice informs officially of Hthe appointment 
of Dr .. Victor de Araujo as the accredited representa
tive of the Baha'i International Community and Inter
national Observer at the United Nations. Dr. de Araujo 
will devote his full time to this important position. 

"Mrs. Mildred Mottahedeh, who performed devoted 
and distinguished services in that office for nearly 
twenty years, requested to be relieved of that position 
because its growing responsibilities required full-time 
service. She has offered to serve as Alternate Observer 
to which position she has been appointed." 

This most significant step heralds the widening and 
deepening international efforts of the Universal House 
of Justice, as it expands the Baha'i work in support of 
the United Nations. 

exalted and in the love of God a shining torch. Should 
he became as such, his sanctified breath will even affect 
the rock; otherwise there will be no result whatsoever. 
As long as a soul is not perfected, how can he efface the 
defects of others! Unless he is detached from aught else 
save God, how can he teach the severance to others!" 
('Abc!u'I-BaM-Quoted in Baha'i Scriptures (1923) No. 

985, p. 543) 

"One thing and only one thing will unfailingly and 
alone secure the undoubted triumph of this sacred 
Cause, namely, the extent to which our own inner life 
and private character mirror forth in their manifold 
aspects the splendor of those eternal principles pro
claimed by Bahil.'u 'llah." 

(From a letter written by the Guardian to the 
American believers, dated September 24, 1924, 
quoted in Baha'i Administration, p. 66) 

" ... having attained sufficiently the individual re
generation-the essential requisite of teaching-let us 
arise to teach His Cause with righteousness, conviction, 
understanding and vigor. Let this be the paramount 
and most urgent duty of every Baha'i." 

(From a letter written by the Guardian to the 
American believers, dated November 24, 1924, 
quoted in Baha'i Administ-ration, p. 69) 

"The first and most important qualification of a Baha'i 
teacher is, indeed, unqualified loyalty and attachment 
to the Cause. Knowledge is, of course, essential; but 
compared to devotion it is secondary in importance. 

"What the Cause now requires is not so much a group 
of highly cultured and intellectual people who can 
adequately present its Teachings, but a number of 
devoted, sincere and loyal supporters who, in utter 
disregard of their own weaknesses and limitations, and 

Hand of Cause Visits Alaska 
Baha'is of Alaska have been privileged to have Hand 

of the Cause Tarazu'llah Samandari, accompanied by 
his son, visit a number of communities. On October 12· 
14, only a few days after the end of the Intercontinental 
Conference in Chicago, Mr. Samandari addressed 
Baha'is in the Anchorage area at the J.Ia~iratu·l-Quds. 
Meetings were also held in the Safehaven Recreation 
Hall at Anchorage and at the homes of several Baha'is. 

The Fairbanks International Airport was the scene of 
a warm welcome for Mr. Samandari on October 15. 
Mr. Samandari spent several days in the Fairbanks 
area speaking at special meetings for the Baha'is, at 
firesides. and attending a Kiwanis luncheon. 

In addressing the friends at one of the Alaska meet. 
ings, Mr. Samandari said: "God has not created any
thing sweeter than meeting and seeing Baha'i friends. 
No other joy can 'Compare to it." 

with hearts afire with the love of God, foresake their all 
for the sake of spreading and establishing His Faith. n 

(From a letter written on the Guardian's behalf to 
an individual believer. published in BAHA'i NEWS 
No. 102, August 1936, p. 2) 

, IThey must remember the glorious history of the 
Cause, which .... was established by dedicated souls 
who, for the most part, were neither rich, famous, nor 
well-educated, but whose devotion, zeal and self-sacri
fiee overcame every obstacle and won miraculous vic
tories for the Faith of God." 

(From a letter written on the Guardian's behalf to 
the N.S.A. of India and Burma dated June 29, 1941) 

u ••• what raised aloft the banner of Baha'u'lIa.h was 
the love, sacrifice and devotion of His humble followers 
and the change that His teachings wrought in their 
hearts and lives." 

(From a letter written on the Guardian's behalf to 
the British N.S.A., dated June 20, 1942) 

HIt is the quality of devotion and self-sacrifice that 
brings rewards in the service of this Faith, rather than 
means, ability or finanCial backing." 

(From a letter written on the Guardian's behalf to 
the N.S.A. of Australia and New Zealand, dated 
May 11, 1948) 

"One wise and dedicated soul can so often give life to 
an inactive community, bring in new people and inspire 
them to greater sacrifice. He hopes that whatever else 
you are able to do during the coming months, you will 
be able to keep in circulation a few really good Baha '£ 
teachers. " 

(From a letter written on the Guardian's behalf to 
the N.S.A. of Central America, dated June 30, 1952) 
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'Amatu'I-Baha' Ru~iyyih Kha'num Visits Sikkim, India, and Indian Ocean Islands 

The historic first Baha'i convention held in Gangtok, Sikkim, India, April 30 - May 2, 1967. 
'Amatu.'l-Baha. Ru~iyyih Khdnum, speciat representative of the UniveTsa~ House of Justice, 

is shown in second TOW, center. 

On April 23 'Amalu' I-BaM Rul:liyyih J>:l>imum left the 
Holy Land for India in order to attend, as a special 
representative of the Universal House of Justice, the 
first Baha'i Convention in Sikkim. On her way to Sikkim 
she stayed a few days in New Delhi to attend the Indian 
Convention. 

The first Baha'i Convention in Sikkim started on April 
30 and ended May 2. Of the 58 delegates 33 were present 
and fifty-four votes were cast. This small kingdom has 
a very special place in Rul;1iyyih Khanum's heart. She 
visited here lirst in 1964 when there were hardly 300 
Baha'is. Now their number is in the thousands with an 
independent National Spiritual Assembly and a very 
active commWlity. 

The teaching and deepening classes which were held 
immediately after the Convention were highly success
ful. Daily a number of new enrollments were received. 
In the ten-day period that 'Amatu'l'Baha stayed in 
Gangtok. the capital of Sikkim, over 200 new believers 
entered the Cause. The highlight of this visit was a very 
friendly call Rul:liyyih Khimum made to the Chogyal 
(king) of Sikkim, who is the spiritual as well as the 
temporal head of his country. The Choygal asked many 

questions about the development of the Faith in Sikkim 
and was assured by 'Amatu'I-Bah" of the loyalty and 
peace· loving efforts of the BahaJis wherever they are. 

At a tea-party which was given in honor of RUQ.fyyih 
Khimum a great number of high government officials 
met with her and listened to her lucid explanation of 
the Teachings. The Chief Administrative Officer, who is 
like the Prime Minister of Sikkim, invited R6.1;Uyyih 
Khanum to his home as he was unable to attend the 
afternoon tea due to ill health. 

Visit to Ori~sa, India 

At the invitation of the Baha'is of Orissa? IAmatu'l
Baha arrived in Bhubaneswar, the capital of the State 
of Orissa, on May 19, to lay the foundation stone for the 
first I:fa~iratu'l-Quds. This is the state which was re
ferred to by RuJ::liyyili Khanum in 1964 as her ~·baby.u 
When she visited here in 1964, there were no Baha'is in 
the capital town of Bhubaneswar, and she was greatly 
impressed by the receptivity of the people there. Before 
leaving India she appealed to the friends gathered at 
the all-India conference to arise and go to Bhubaneswar 
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and take care of her Ubaby." Devoted Baha'is re· 
sponded to her call, and now, within three years t not 
only has the number of believers risen and a Local 
Spiritual Assembly been elected but the first Haziratu'l
Quds will be erected to be used both as th~ ';ational 
headquarters and as a teaching institute for the promo
tion of the teaching activities. Dr. Ajudhyanath, gover
nor of the State of Orissa, invited RUJ:tiyyih Khimum for 
tea to his official residence and expressed his hopes to 
see the teachings of Baha'u'llah propagated and estab
lished in his area. 

Apart from the various Baha'i activities during this 
period of six weeks in India and Sikkim, R ulJ.iyyih 
Khanum had very important and cordial meetings with 
the president of India, Dr. Zakir Hussain and the prime 
minister of India, Mrs, Indira Ghandi. (Photo August 
1967, p, 2,) Dr. Zakir Hussain, cultured and broad
minded scholar, asked about the poems of ':!'ahirih 
and whether it was possible to obtain these anywhere. 
Rll.l}.iyyih Khanum promised to send him whatever 
is available. She also stressed the importance of 
two basic teachings of BaM'u'Jlah, the loyalty of the 
Baha'is to their governments and their non·interference 
in political activities. Before leaving India, R-.J.l:liyyih 
Khanum was also received in Bombay by the Governor 
of Maharshtra, Mr. Charion. 

Mauritius, Reunion, 1,land of Madagascar 

On the afternoon of June 5 she arrived on the beauti .. 
ful island of Mauritius. Dear Baha'is from all over the 
island had come in five busloads to the airport to 
welcome their precious and beloved guest. During the 
twenty-eight days 'Amatu'l-Baha spent on this island, 
she spoke to the friends twenty-six times both at Baha'i 
gatherings and public meetings. In almost all these 
meetings she spoke in French. a language she has sel
dom had occasion to use since her childhood. This 
greatly exhausted her and involved tremendous effort. 
though it delighted her audience. During this period she 
met with the Prime Minister of Mauritius. Dr. Ram 
Gulam, had a television and radio interview, a press 
conference in Port Louis as well as meetings with the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Indian Ocean. 

A week on the Island of Reunion was mostly spent in 
reactivating the believers and encouraging them to 
arise and fulfill the objectives of the Nine Year Plan 
assigned to them. 

The last part of this historic trip was spent on the 
island of Madagascar, The whole period of RUJ:Uyyih 
Khanum's visit on this island was spent in Tananarive, 
the capital city. This was due to the limited time she 
had as well as to her very poor health. Ten days were 
spent in this beautiful city, five days of which beloved 
'Amatu'l-Baha was ill in bed; nevertheless she spoke at 
nine gatherings to the friends and their contacts. This is 
a French-speaking country with a very intelligent and 
interesting people. The Baha'i friends are devoted and 
dedicated to the teaching work. Rul)iyyih Khanum 
often expressed her great love and expectations for this 
island and its people. She hopes to visit Madagascar 
(The Malagasy Republic) again and spend more time 
to travel to all parts of the island, 

At the end of this trip she spent a week in Nairobi for 
medical treatment and was able to meet with the 
friends and speak to them. 
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Hand of the Cause 'Amatu'l-Bahci Ru!>iyyih Khcinum 
is shown in top photo with some ladies of Sikkim. Above 
is the foundation stone she laid in BhubaneswaTI capi
tal Of the State of Orissa and below as she appears with 

Baha'is of Tananarive, Malagasy Republic. 
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Korea is Host to Hand of Cause 

Hand of the Cause Mr. Fai.; receiving a plaque from the 
president of the newly formed BaM'; Club of Korea 

University I in Seoul. 

There are some events in the Baha 'f history of a 
country which stand out above all others. One was the 
recent visit of Hand of the Cause Mr. Faizi to the 
Baha'is of Korea November 7-14, on his return from the 
Intercontinental Conference in New Delhi. For two days 
Baha'is from in and around Seoul, as well as from 
Kyongju on the east coast and Mokpo on the southwest, 
gathered at the Ija~iratu'l-Quds in Seoul to hear him 
share his studies of the Teachings of over thirty years. 
Later he visited Pusan and delighted the friends there 
with similar presentations. Classes covered three pil
lars on which the foundation of the Cause is built: laws, 
principles and the administrative order; dealt with the 
obligation of Bahit'i parents to give their children a 
Baha'i education; foresaw the eventual emergence of a 
universal curriculum and concluded with a study of 
The Hidden Words. Mr. Faizi described this work of 
Baha'u'llah's as a spiritual journey beginning with the 
question, "Why is man selected out of all creation for 
this journey?" The classes enriched the Baha'is in a 
deepening of the Faith they had never experienced 
before, 

In addition to these sessions Mr, Faizi addressed a 
large public meeting at the Ministry of Health and 
Social Welfare building in downtown Seoul, making the 

initial announcement of Bah8.'u'llah's Proclamation to 
the world leaders to the people of Korea. Included in 
the audience were several Buddhist monks, Christian 
ministers, high ranking military officers and many 
professors and teachers from the leading universities 
and high schools. 

Mr, Kim Kyong Whan, famous Korean singer, gave a 
beautiful rendition of "The Sweet Scented Streams. U 

Mr. Kim learned of the Faith ten years ago in Japan 
and declared himself a Bah!! 'i through the efforts of 
Hand of the Cause Miss Agnes Alexander, who also 
helped him to receive a Master's degree in music in 
New York. He is now professor of music at one of the 
foremost colleges in Taegu. Mr. Kim has been blind 
almost since birth. 

Mr. Faizi's visit inspired a group of students at Korea 
University to become Baha'is and to form the first 
Baha'i university club in the country. The club pre-
sented him with a plaque thanking him for being their 
first speaker. 

A meeting was arranged between Mr. Faizi and the 
Israeli Ambassador to Korea, Mr. Mordechai Arbell, 
who came to the l:Ia~iratu'l-Quds to call on Mr. Faizi. 

In preparation for Mr. Faizi's visit, the Baha'is in 
Seoul sent out 5,000 personally addressed invitations to 
the public meeting and gave several press interviews. 
Time fact sheets concerning the Faith and photographs 
of Baha'i buildings and of Mr. Faizi were presented to 
the reporters. Through the efforts of one young lady, 
not only was the public meeting televised and sent out 
all over Korea via the government station, but spot 
advertising was arranged for seven consecutive eve
nings. at each of which a different photo of BaM'i holy 
places was shown. 

Some of the friends who attended classes conducted by 
Hand of the Cause Mr. Faizi during his visit to KOTea 
November 7-14. C~asses were held at the Haztratu'l-

Quds in Seoul. . . 
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A Goal Is Won - The Harvest Is Bountiful 

liThe Concourse on high hails with delight the phe. 
nomenal rapidity of the victories of Baha'i pioneering 
... " wrote Shoghi Effendi in 1954 when the Ten Year 
World Crusade had only been launched less than a 
year. He was speaking of the Knights of Baha'u'llah, 
those intrepid pioneers whose names he inscribed on 
the Roll of Honor and later placed at the entrance door 
of the inner Sanctuary of the Tomb of Baha'u'llah, as a 
permanent memorial to their contribution during the 
first year of the Global Crusade. 

Shoghi Effendi also wrote on closing the Roll of 
Honor: "The Concourse on high will continue to ap
plaud the highly meritorious services rendered by fu
ture volunteers arising to reinforce the historic work so 
nobly initiated by the Knights of Baha'u'llah in the far
:Dung, newly opened territories." 

We need only to glance back a decade or so to witness 
many of those first pioneers threading their way around 
the globe, and to contemplate subsequent developments 
of the Faith, to appreciate why a new goal won is a 
great victory for the Cause. At that time, in 1953, there 
were twelve National Spiritual Assemblies to launch 
the World Crusade. Today there are eighty-one pillars 
of the Universal House of Justice. One of those pillars, a 
small republic in Central America - Honduras
formed its National Assembly in April, 1961 and took 
upon its shoulders its own goals to be won. 

Honduras Goal- La.t Departamenlo 
One of Honduras' goals of the Nine Year Plan was to 

open all of the eighteen Departamentos (states). Last 
spring one of these, Ocotopeque, still remained un
opened. In March, Wanita George, a member of the 
National Assembly, planned to visit Ocotopeque with a 
Western Regional Committee member, and solicited 
the prayers of the Universal House of Justice for 
success. After a day's journey she learned the trip was 
cancelled, but continued on alone, attempting also to 
keep the Fast until this became impossible. 

Waiting in the Pension in that far-west Departamen
to, she had much time for prayer and also to answer 
the questions of curious people who wondered what had 
brought her to that region. On her last evening a youth 
came to the supper table and asked a number of 
searching questions. The discussion continued until an 
alarmed religionist intervened and prohibited further 
conversation. Some literature had been given out be
fore Mrs. George found it imperative to leave the next 
morning~ 

"I Want to Be a Baha'i" 
Five months later a short letter arrived at the nation

al office in Tegucigalp a. The youthful inquirer of Ocoto· 
peque, Cesar Chinchilla, had secured the address from 
a pamphlet and requested the free correspondence 
course offered. 

HI want to be a Baha'i, if it isn't inconvenient," he 
added. 

It wasn't inconvenient! After receiving his corre
spondence course and other literature, Cesar returned 
his enrollment card and also that of a friend from the 
mountain town of La Encarnaci near the Guatemala 

-"'" ...... ,-

Third from left, Cesar ChinchiUa, new Baha'i youth 
from Honduras, and some of the 200 Baha'is he has 
taught in newly opened Departamento Of Ocotopeque. 

border. By November of 1967 there were twenty Baha'is 
in La Encarnaci, 200 in the Departamento of Deoto-
peque. a large percentage of them being teachers, 
professors? directors of schools and other professional 
people. Five communities are large enough to elect 
assemblies, and pioneer Grace Dean is there working 
on consolidation. Cesar believes that the Faith has a 
special appeal to these people living on the frontier of 
the three countries (El Salvador, Guatemala and Hon
duras), always conscious of the danger of war and 
searching for a solution which they have found in the 
Baha' f Teachings. 

Now it has become necessary for him to leave Ocota
peque but he and his widowed mother are hopeful that 
the new pioneer, Jerre McKinney, expected to arrive 
shortly, will come before it is necessary for them to go. 

More Pioneers - When Will They Come? 
The National Assembly of Honduras writes: 
"There are still vast areas of Honduras with no 

Baha'i pioneer, and communities of new, undeepened 
Baha'is with no one to visit and assist them, All, 
including two Hands of the Cause, have pronounced 
Honduras ready for mass teaching. We need help! 
Honduras is a hospitable, lovable country. Anyone who 
cares to come here with a monthly income of $100.00 
or a little more can live economically and well in many 
of the dozens of lovely, vacation-clim ate pueblos. They 
will receive a warm welcome, be loved by their pueblos 
and will thus establish the Faith in a new location. It is 
also possible to teach English for added income in 
many places. 

"Our Nine Year PI an c aIls for two Persian pioneers. 
Our hearts yearn for the arrival of these brothers and 
sisters from the cradle of the Falth. Every assistance is 
assured in obtaining resident visas. They will give new 
impetus to the teaching work. When ",m they ce>me?" 
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.ABovE: Young Baha'i teacher with students, BaM'i 
8chool in Jankarachi, Bolivia. 

RIGHT: Village of Jankohuyo, Bolivia. Large building to 
right is the Baha'i School and home of the BaM'i 

teacher. 

Land of the High Altiplano 
Visited by Two U.S. Youth 

Bolivia, land of the high altiplano tucked in the 
mighty Andes t home of many thousands of Baha'is, 
was the destination of two North American youth, Steve 
Blair and Greg Dahl, as they set off from Miami last 
September on a pilot international youth project. The 
project was organized to give the youth experience in 
Baha'i teaching, to expose them to the problems and 
rewards of work in an isolated mass conversion area, 
and to test the feasibility of future youth projects of a 
similar nature. In addition the youth were, of course, to 
contribute as much as they could to the difficult teach· 
ing and cons olidation work throughout Bali via, and to 
encourage the Baha'is in their heroic endeavors. 

Bolivia, the youth soon discovered, is a country 
nearly entirely bereft 01 the material advancements 
and comforts they were so used to in the U.S. Countries 
usually build beautiful airports to impress foreigners; 
when the youth landed on a rocky dirt landing strip in 
La Paz, the world's highest commercial airport, and 
taxied up to a simple, unassuming structure, they 
perhaps had some idea of what was in store for them. 
But they were soon to think airplanes themselves a 
great miracle and luxury, after travelling two months 
in steam-powered trains, in rickety overcrowded buses, 
in open trucks, and on foot, visiting and living with the 
Baha'is in all parts of that vast and barren country. 

Their first stoP. after visiting La Paz, was the Baha'i 
Teacher Training Institute in Cochabamba, to attend a 
lO-day course there being given to train young Baha'is 
in the Faith and in the teaching of literacy. These 
Baha'is are now forming literacy centers in rural 
areas. (See picture in September BAHA'! NEWS, p. 9.) 

After participating in the course, and talking exten
sively with various National Spiritual Assembly mem-

bers and Auxiliary Board member Athas Costas, about 
the background and problems of Baha'i teaching and 
consolidation in the campo - the vast expanses of 
mountain and attiplano not yet reached by civilization 
- Steve and Greg set out by train and open truck for 
the provincial center of Sacaca, in whose vicinity there 
are fifty Baha'i villages with local assemblies. Sacaca, 
the trading and commercial center for the vast and 
populous (by Bolivian standards) region 01 e1 Norte de 
Potosi, is not yet blessed with running water, electric
ity, or hygienic facilities; drinking water is supplied to 
the ado be houses by gutter-like stone ch annels down 
the middle of each street. Here they stayed in the 
°lodgings," owned by a Baha'i, before setting out on 
loot with their Indian guide Andres JachakoUo, (who 
represented his people at the London Congress), to visit 
some Baha'i villages. After a strenuous day's hike over 
great mountains and descending to rivers, they arrived 
at Jankarachi, one of several villages with a Baha!i 
school. (See accompanying pictures.) Meetings were 
held with the Baha'is, about fifty in number, with the 
visitors saying a few words, translated from Spanish 
into the native Quechua by Andres. 

Two other villages were visited in a similar manner, 
during the week-long trip, one (Hankohuyo) with an-



other Baha'i elementary schooL During this week the 
youth began to comprehend the enormity of the task 
facing the Bolivian Baha'i community when they 
learned that there are a thousand villages in the 
country where Baha'is live, many a journey of several 
days on foot from the nearest road; and since these 
Baha'is are not able to read and write, teachers must 
be sent to each village to train and deepen them. As of 
now there are only a handful of such teachers for the 
whole of that vast country. 

The rural-dwelling Baha'is of Bolivia farm the barren 
land and herd sheep and llamas, raising potatoes to eat 
and fibers to protect them from the freezing cold and 
mountain winds. They have only wooden plows for 
tilling the soil, the wood itself being scarce in a land of 
few trees, and there is no wheel in their daily life. 
Disease, hard work and hunger serve to shorten their 
life expectancy to a fraction of ours, and many die at 
birth or in childhood. And yet their hearts are so pure 
that they are truly thankful for that which God has 
given them, and were able to teach their North Ameri
can brothers to appreciate deeply the beauty and peace 
of their life and attitude, the perfection of their hospital
ity and the light in their worn faces. These were 
experiences never to be forgotten. 

Some members of the Local Spiritual Assembly of 
Janka'P"achi, BoHvia. 

Following upon this trip in the Department of Potosi, 
the youth visited Oruro, the city of Potosi, and Tarija, 
before returning to Cochabamba. There, after six 
weeks in Bolivia, Steve departed for the U.S., with the 
intention of resuming his studies; upon his return, 
however, it was discovered that he had contracted 
hepatitis, and he was forced to spend the remainder of 
his summer recuperating. Greg, on the other hand, 
continued on to Santa Cruz in the tropical eastern part 
of the country to visit the struggling Baha'i community 
there, following which he, too, departed Bolivia to visit 
a week with the Baha'is of Peru, in Cuzco and Lima, 
before flying via Panama to Maracaibo, Venezuela. 

Three weeks in Venezuela saw Greg assisting in two 
Baha'i courses, one in the region of the Orinoco River 
in eastern Venezuela, for the Carma Indian Baha'is, 
accompanied by pioneer Peter McLaren; and one on 
the Guajira Peninsula, bordering on Colombia, for the 
Guajiro Baha'is. This was the dessert at the end of a 
long and filling summer; the Venezuelan Indians were 
wonderful to work with, learning fast, singing Baha'i 
songs with vigor, and responding outwardly to the 
teachings of Baha'u'llah in a way the more reserved 
Bolivian Baha'is would not do. Finally, after three 
months of travel and strenuous activity, Greg returned 
to the U.S. to again resume his studies, never to forget 
his experiences with his Baha'i brothers in South Amer
ica. 

National Spiritual Assembly of Burma Incorporated 
The Universal House of Justice has advised that the 

National Spiritual Assembly of Burma was incorpo· 
rated on September 18, 1967, an added achievement 
beyond the original goals of the Nine Year Plan. 
Burma elected its first National Spiritual Assembly in 
April of 1959, one of four pillars of the then future 
Universal House of Justice elected that Ridvan and 
called for by Shoghi Effendi himself. . 
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European Summer Schools Attrad Many Participants 

Villagers and Farmers Attend Italian Baha'i Sthool 
The sixth Italian summer school took place at Con

tursi, a little village south of Naples, September 1-10, 
1967, with 169 participants from thirteen countries. 
After the opening address of Prof. Bausani and Dr. 
Giachery, Mr. Rosapepe, the attorney who obtained the 
recognition of the Faith in Italy and owner of the hotel 
where the school was held, spoke to the friends. Hand 
of the Cause Dr. U go Giachery helped to set a high 
spiritual tone throughout the school sessions. Dr. and 
Mrs. Giachery visited Italy on their way to Australia, 
where Dr. Giachery represented the Universal House of 
Justice at the Sydney Intercontinental Conference. He 
stressed the forthcoming Proclamation, explaining its 
importance and encouraged the friends to prepare 
themselves to meet these difficult times. 

Philip Hainsworth, member of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the British Isles, spoke on, "The Birth of a 
World Civilization" and its relationship to the Faith. 
Mrs. Hainsworth, a professional singer, sang some 
prayers she had set to music which she had sung in the 
Temple at Kampala, Uganda. 

Auxiliary Board member Dr. Eric Blumenthal from 
Germany discussed, "The Courage to Believe." Other 
courses on the philosophical and theological concepts of 
the existence of God were given by Augusto Robiati. 
Auxiliary Board member James Holmlund gave a 
tbree-day course on administration. Professor Bausani 
taught several courses and also translated for other 
speakers in several languages. 

The youth organized round~table discussions, one of 
which was on matrimonYt provoking a lively debate. 
One evening was reserved for Dr. and Mrs. Giachery 
with the youth. A program of songs and dances pre
sented by little children made a happy evening. Mr. 
Hainsworth told stories of Africa and sang some Afri
can songs. 

On the last evening in the nearby city of Salerno a 
public conference was organized at the University Club 
that attracted fifty attendants, mostly students, to hear 
Professor Bausani speak. 

The harmony and unity of the friends touched not 
only the employees of the hotel who often came to 
lectures, but also the people of the village of Contrusi 
and the farmers thereabout who tried to the best of their 
ability to follow the courses, taking books and pam
phlets away with them. Perhaps the most interesting 
and important thing about this school was the interest 
shown by the local people toward the Faith, which had 
not been so evident in past years. 

The school was a success, reaching the scope of a 
summer school as indicated by Shoghi Effendi: "To 
give the believers the opportunity to acquaint them
selves, not only by mere study but through whole
hearted and active collaboration in various Baha'i 
activities, with the essentials of the Administration and 
in this way enable them to become efficient and able 
promoters of the Cause." 

Fourteen Countries Present at Swiss Summer Sthool 
The Swiss summer school held in early September in 

the mountain resort of Ley.in attracted 226 participants 
from fourteen countries and four continents. Speakers 
came from Austria, Belgium, Francet Germany, Ugan
da, the United States and Switzerland. Courses in 
French, German and English gave special emphasis to 
the period of Proclamation now opening. Hand of the 
Cause, Dr. Adelbert Miihlschlegel, spoke on the spiri
tual development of mankind and on new teaching 
methods to cope with current trends among younger, 
disillusioned people. A public talk was given at the 
American College of Leysin by Gilbert Robert, ot 
France, on the theme, "Lights in the World," present
in g the Founders of past religious Dispensations and 
stressing the need for a new Revelation to unite all men 
under one God. The college managers, the Leysin 
reformed minister and some villagers were present at 
the public meeting. 

The universal character of the Faith and the intema· 
tiona! aspect of the scbool were again emphasized in 
seven declarations made during the school, including! 
R. Wohlwend, the first Liechtenstein believer, Count 
and Countess de Veyrac of Geneva and Monaco and 
believers from Luxembourg, Great Britain, Switzerland 

(Continued on page 12) 

Swiss summer school held September 1, 1967, 
with Hand <>f the Cause Dr. Miihlschlegel. 

-~ 
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Participants at tne sixtn Italian summer scnool held September 1-10, 1967, at Contursi, a village south of Naples. 

Some of the fifty students who gathered at the Austrian summer school at Lofer! 
Salzburg July 1-8, 1967. 
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European Summer Schools (Cont'd) 

and Iceland. One day was devoted to the problem of 
international auxiliary languages) with representatives 
of Esperanto and Interlingua. 

Raymond Foubert of Grenoble, France discussed the 
views of the Jesuit Father, Theilard de Chardin, and the 
Teachings of Baha'u'lIa.h. Mrs. U. Namdar, of Zurich, 
presented the life and work of Professor Auguste Forel, 
noted scientist and one of the first Swiss Baba'is. Mrs. 
Erna Schmidt of Stuttgart, Germany, spoke on the 
position and the task of women in the modern world, 
while her daughter Uta dealt with the same subject 
related to youth. Dr. Karl Schuck gave two courses in 
which the emergence of the Faith and the power it 
released in the world were depicted. Mrs. Haenni de 
Bons spoke on the dynamism of Baha'i administration, 
while Mrs. Marion Little presented the station of the 
Manifestation of God. Dr. Eugen Schmidt, Auxiliary 
Board member from Stuttgart, spoke on the conditions 
which 'must be met to establish Baha'u'lli.th's world 
order. Round-table discussions chaired by F. Namdar 
of Zurich, Rene Steiner of Darmstadt and D. Schau
bacher of Bern dealt with religion in the present world, 
the Baha'i peace program and the history of the Faith. 
Hasan Sabri of Kampala gave an inspiring presentation 
of the position which the Baha'is should adopt in the 
Middle East recurrent crises. Others who presented :in
teresting material were: Mrs. Agnes Ghaznavi, Miss 
Doris Lohse, Mrs. Marjorie Giorgi and Mrs. Underhill 
from Philadelphia. 

Pioneers also presented recollections from their pio
neering years in Europe. The CBS film, "And His 
Name Shall Be One," was shown. Evenings were de. 
voted to a unity banquet, music and slide shows. 

Divine Civilization - Theme of Austrian School 
A spirit of unity pervaded at the tweUth annual 

Austrian summer school, held July 1-8, 1961, when 
about fifty friends from Austria, together with others 
from Germany, France, Holland, the United States t 

:fran and even from far--off Australia, gathered at the 
charming resort of Lofer, nestled in the midst of the 
beautiful Salzburg mountains. 

Earnest study was made of Baha'i history, as well as 
of the impact of religion upon humanity, this year's 
theme being, uDivine Civilization." Under the profound 
leadership of Hand of the Cause, Dr. Mlihlschlegel, a 
whole week's course was given on 'Abdu'l-Baha's Tablet 
to Dr. Forel. Indefatigable Annaliese Bopp, national 
secretary of Germany, gave a most interesting talk 
on administration. Australia was brought near by 
colorful slides shown by Dr. and Mrs. Jorgic. A well
attended meeting at the local theater drew a number of 
interested people and brought some fine contacts. The 
youth presented classes on highlights of Baha'i history 
and the lives of early pioneers and they also helped to 
make the closing of the school a time of happy fellow
ship and laughter. 

-, ..... -,,-
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A few of the participants at the German summer 
school held in Hojheim, Germany, neaT the mother 

tempte of Europe at Langenhain. 

German Summer School Combines 
With Temple Activity 

The Baha'i summer school in Germany was held in 
Hofheim in the Taunus mountains at the Hotel Am 
R()senberg, July 29 to August 6, 1967. This was a 
beautiful location with the Taunus Hills in front and the 
forest at one side. In the distance could be seen the 
white dome of Jubilee Hall in Hiichst where the Euro
pean Intercontinental Conference was to be held in 
October. Although attendance was small during the 
week (30-40), many others came for weekends. At the 
Unity Feast on the last evening, eighty-five friends and 
a few visitors gathered for dinner and the program. 
Several Americans, including youth, found their way to 
the summer school and the presence of some Persian 
friends and a girl from Crete, now living in Germany, 
added to the international atmosphere. As it was only a 
ten-minute drive by car or an hour's walk through the 
woods to the House of Worship in Langenhain, there 
were daily afternoon trips and work projects weeding 
the gardens and making neat the paths of this beautiful 
temple; also the opportunity to answer questions of 
many visitors drawn to this silent teacher. 

In the summer school program a wide range of topics 
was presented in talks followed by discussions. The 
subject of the opening session, "The Search for Truth,t' 
as fulfillment of man's spiritual destiny, presented by 
Dr. Eugen Schmidt, Auxiliary Board member, filtered 
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Redwood Grove Dedicated 
to Hand of the Cause Leroy loas 

The dedication of the Leroy leas Memorial Grove was 
the highlight of this year's Unity Feast held JUly 30, 
1967 at Geyserville Baha'i School. The Grove is a 
beautiful group of redwoods in the hills west of the 
main buildings of Geyserville School property. 

The dedication ceremony took place in the morning 
with Arthur Dahl, Treasurer of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the United States, as the principal speak
er. He told of the devotion of Hand of the Cause Mr. 
Ioas to the Baha'i Faith, of how he came to Geyserville 
with his family many times since 1924, spending sum
mers in the cottage which still stands on the School 
property. Mr. Dahl spoke also of Mr. Ioas' early efforts 
to organize a summer school at Geyserville and how he 
was appointed as a member of the first committee, 
along with John Bosch (who gave the land for the 
school) to plan a summer school. Mr. Ioas felt the great 
need to train believers to teach the Faith and so Geyser
ville was always very close to his heart. From these 
early beginnings in the 1920's, has come the strong 
School at Geyserville which has sent out pioneers to all 
parts of the world. 

Mr. Dahl enumerated the many other services which 
this distinguished believer rendered to the Faith 
throughout his life, of his membership on the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States, 
his appointment by the beloved Guardian as Hand of 
the Cause in 1951 and move to Haifa in 1952 where he 
became Secretary-General of the International Council. 

Ed Carr, one of the members of the Geyserville 
Baha'i Council outlined future plans for the Grove and 
its surroundings. A stage and circular seating arrange.
ments will be built to accommodate groups for special 
inspirational programs. And higher, among the red
woods, a campfire site will be established. 

At the conclusion of the ceremony Mrs. Sylvia loas 
unveiled the plaque which reads: "Leroy loas Memori
al Grove, Beloved Hand of the Cause. Dedicated July 
30, 1967." 

through the week's discussions. Erik Blumenthal ("The 
Courage to Believe") and Anna Grossmann, both Auxil
iary Board members, presented a summary of the 
Tablets to the Kings revealed by Baha'u'llah. Other 
topics, presented by members of the German National 
Spiritual Assembly included, HSpiritual Education," by 
Gunther Malz; fllslam, "by Dr. Udo Schaefer; a review 
of Hasan Balyuzi's book, Bahd'u'Uah, by Rene Steiner. 
Discussions were as follows: problems of the worker in 
the technological world in relation to reJigion, by Otto 
Miller; The Hidden Words as the essence of all reli
gions and principles and stages in the development of 
religion, by Dr. Farhad Sobhani; the young person in 
today's world, by Uta Schmidt; the way to world peace, 
by Hellmut Schmidt. 

At the evening ses sions, open to the public, Peter 

Mrs. Sylvia Ioas stands beside the unveiled p14que 
which dedicated a redwood grove on the property Of 
the Geyserville Baha'i School as a memorial to her 

late husband, Hand Of the Cause Leroy Ioas. 

Mtihlschlegel presented a paper on, HThe Meaning of 
Life and of Culture" and Annaliese Bopp showed slides 
On the development of the Houses of Worship in the 
world. On the final evening the progressive stages in 
the erection of Baha'u'llah's World Order were reviewed 
by Beatrice Ashton as an example of love in action. At 
the concluding morning session the emphasis was on 
universal participation - the importance of everyone 
having a fireside and of putting into action what has 
been learned at the summer school. 

A cablegram was sent from the school to The Univer
sal House of Justice. The essence of the .summer school 
could be summarized in Bahit'u'llah's Words of Wis .. 
dom, read to conclude the last morning session: 

"The source of courage and power is the promotion of 
the Word of God and steadfastness in His Love." 
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New Zealand Festival Initiates Proclamation 

The Baha'is of New Zealand opened their P rocIama
tion program with a festival of art at the l;{apratu'l
Quds, October 20-22. The program which included devo
tional, social and educational sessions planned by the 
National Teaching and Proclamation Committee began 
with an art display utilizing paintings, photographs, 
artifacts of various lands, books and art objects attrac
tively arranged. The Center itself had been freshly 
decorated to make an appropriate setting for the festi
val events. OVer 400 invitations were sent. The greatest 
contribution to success was the extraordinary effort 
made by those who labored so strenuously in executing 
the plan, in loaning v alua ble items for the art display, 
or who gave of their enthusiasm in supporting the event 
itself. 

The following description of the art display was given 
by a committee member: "As one came into the hall, 
the eye was caught by the flower display and lovely 
vase and cloth arrangement. On the lett was the strik
ing mosaic by Jo Been. On the right of the main room 
was the display of native artifacts against a tapa cloth 
background including Malay, Australian and African. 
Dominating the next stand was a portrait of 'Abdu'l
BaM .... below it a golden Greatest Name and posters 
and a Japanese Hower display. The main display car
ried the Proclamation posters with excerpts from the 
Tablets on the Proclamation scroll and a beautiful 
display of purple and gold flowers. To the lett of the 
stand was the book display and to the lett of this again, 
one of those flower displays which integrated the festi
val display .... " 

A visitor came in while Pauline Stiles was working on 
one of the arrangements and, after speaking to her for 
some time, observed: "You are both Martha and Mary, 
I see/' to which Pauline replied that one was in this 
Faith! 

Paintings were loaned by Thelma Waters and a 
model of the Sydney Temple donated by Aubrey and 
Greta Lake, some Maori pictures by Freda Butler, a 
mural by Percy Leadley, posters, photos and other art 
materials came from Mrs. Midwood, Mrs. Chambers, 
Mrs. Ian Cookson, Douglas Weekes, Mrs. Venus, Lil 
Vail, Pam Ringwood, and Peter and Tini Suchnigg. All 
combined into a unified presentation of the Faith ar
ranged by Mrs. Edith Danielsen who worked endless 
hours to achieve this result. 

A devotional program on Saturday morning, a picnic 
in the afternoon and a social evening at the Parnell 
library hall concluded the events for this day. A musi
cal fireside was arranged Sunday afternoon by Edith 
Danielsen. Virginia Breaks, Auxiliary Board member 
for the Pacific, spoke on life in the Mariannas and her 
pioneering experiences, eliciting many questions from 
visitors. 

The festival was climaxed on Sunday evening with a 
public meeting at the Parnell library, chaired by John 
Carr and featuring a talk by Mrs. Jeanette Battrick, 
English pioneer on her way to the Solomons. The talk 
was moving and spiritual and yet dealt with the reali
ties of this modern day. It created a deep interest in her 
listeners, particularly some visitors from the United 
Nations Association. 
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Some of the friendiy responses received from public 
figures were: J. G. Thomson, Public Relations Office, 
Weliington; K. J. Cosgrave, Australian High Commis
sioner, Auckland; L. J. Stevens, British High Commis .. 
sioner, Wellington; the mayors of several cities includ
ing Whangarei and Auckland; and officials from the 
United Nations Association and other organizations. 

Among those who helped to make the Festival a 
success in arranging flowers, setting up displays, mak .. 
ing special contributions when funds ran low (such as 
donating the invitations and stamps and food), were, ill 
addition to those already mentioned: Hod Vail, the 
Stiles family, Gladys Bowring, Beryl Harnish, John 
Milne, Helen Edwards, Albert Damsell, Phil Milne, 
MIle Ward, Ilona Rogers, Richard Battrick and others 
who helped in planning devotions, attending the meet. 
ings, or who simply wired their good wishes to be read 
at the public meeting. 

150th Anniversary of the 
Birth of Baha' u'liah Is Observed 

Reports of observances across the United States of 
the l50th Anniversary of the Birth of Baha'u'llllh re
ceived thus far indicate that the inspiration and 
enthusiasm generated at the Baha'i Intercontinental 
Conferences provided much stimulus for many types 
of local programs for this event. Most communities 
reported an unprecedented number of guests at their 
celebrations, even in areas which formerly produced 
no response to any type of meeting. Among the guests 
were local dignitaries and civic officials. A great many 
daily and weekly newspapers carried feature stories 
on Baha'u'llili and there were innumerable radio and 
television announcements and interviews. 

The types of observances covered a wide range of 
gatherings, including public meetings. receptions, teas, 
dinners, musical programs, dramatic readings, and 
slide programs. 

In Yonkers, New York, a public meeting was followed 
by a buffet dinner for 70 persons of whom 17 were 
special guests. The public meeting was chaired hy Mr. 
Solomon Gorgla Hilton, a native of Sierra Leone, West 
Africa. The speaker was Mr. Raymond C. Rouse, Sr. 
His subject was: "Baha'u'IIa.h-His Call to the Nations." 
A wood panel on the platform carried the theme in 
large black letters and quotations from the Writings of 
Baha'u'llah. The program for the dinner, with Col. 
Eugene Keller, Jr., as master of ceremonies, included 
selections by a Baha'i choral group, and highlights of 
the Intercontinental Conferences in Panama and Chi
cago. Prominent persons unable to attend sent greet
ings and good wishes. 

The Baha'i communities of Hamburg Village and 
Hamburg Township reported that their meeting was the 
finest they ever had from the viewpoint of attracting 
the public. Eighty-five persons were present. There 
were two speakers on the life of Baha 'u'llah, a piano re
cital and ballet program. 

In Peterborough, New Hampshire, Mr. Guy Murchie 
spoke in the Baha'i Center on Baha'u'llah. A number of 
the town's outstanding persons attended. 

The Baha'is of Pismo Beach, California, drew 31 non
Baha'is to their public meeting on Saturday night to 
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hear Mr. David Bond of Hollywood, and eleven non. 
Baha'is the following afternoon at tea. 

The Baha'i Group in Burlington, Wisconsin obtained 
a total of 50 inches of free publicity and paid for ads 
totaling 35 inches. The paper sent a photographer to 
cover the meeting. 

Highlight of the several area observances in Detroit 
was a HNight in Persia," a dinner of gourmet Persian 
dishes prepared by the Persian believers and enjoyed 
m the best tradition of Tihran or Sbiraz. 

The success of these meetings are but a faint glim ... 
mer of what is in the forecast as proclamations get 
under way throughout the country. 

Cameroon Republic Dedicates 
First Teaching Institute 

Over 300 Baha'is from at least twenty eommunities 
gathered with other visitors for the dedication of the 
first teaching institute of the Cameroon Republic, re
cently completed at Tillto I Village, West Cameroon, on 
November 12, 1967, the 150th anniversary of the Birth of 
Baha 'u 'lhih. 

The dedication took place in the morning after an 
introductory talk on the origin and purpose of the 
teaching instituteJ and messages of congratulation and 
greetings were received from the Hands of the Cause in 
Africa, the Auxiliary Board member for the area and 
other participants. Following prayers offered in various 
languages, including Arabic and the vernacular, the 
new institute was formaily dedicated by the guest of 
honor, Mrs. Mary E. Maxwell? a visiting Baha'i from 
the United States. After a short talk she recited the 
prayer, "Blessed is the Spot." 

Two members of the National Spiritual Assembly 
gave talks at an afternoon public meeting on the 
history and Message of Baha'u'llah. At the close of the 
day a devotional program for the Birth of Baha'u'IU.h 
was followed by a traditional feast offered to all pres~ 
ent, according to local custom, at which several village 
chiefs were special guests. Throughout the day Bah .. 'is 
from the different communities sang songs and a happy 
and joyous spirit prevailed. 

At the present time the institute comprises two class
rooms, an office, and a store, and is capable of accom~ 
modating forty students at a time Who will, at first, find 
accommodation in the village until the institute can be 
expanded. This is a goal of the Nine Year Plan 
achieved with the special cooperation of the Baha'i 
Community of Spain. The final goal is to deepen at least 
2,000 Baha'is before the close of the Nine Year Plan. 

On November 11 a special Proclamation Conference 
was held at the same place. This provided a fine 
opportunity to read the inspiring message of the Uni
versal House of Justice to the Intercontinental Confer
ences t to discuss Proclamation plans within the region 
and to hear the firsthand reports of the National Spiri. 
tual Assembly representative and Mrs. Maxwell, both 
of whom attended the Conference in Kampala, Uganda. 

Good publicity was also obtained for the dedication of 
the teaching institute both in the press and radio for the 
region. 

, __ , .... .6. .. 
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Bahli'i teaching institute, Tinto I Village, West Cam. 
eroon, dedicated November 12, 1967. 

Dedication of Bahd/i teaching institute in West Cam
eroon. Some Of th.e Bahci'is gathered for celebration. 

Proclamation Conference held at Tinto I Village, West 
Cameroon, November 11, 1967. 
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Baha'i United Nations Day Celebrations Proclaim 
\\United World-an Emerging Reality" 

Reports on United Nations Day celebrations have 
been received from almost fifty communities in the 
United States and Alaska. While half of the communi
ties reported holding public meetings with speakers, 
there were many that held a variety of other activities, 
each demonstrating Baha'i support for the U.N. Many 
also made contact with the local United Nations Associ
ation and cooperated with other recognized U,N.-sup
porting organizations. 

The Baha'is of Clayton, Missouri held an Internation
al Costume Party. People of all ages from the city and 
the university campus came to enjoy the fun of a 
colorful party and to see the display of information and 
literature on the UN. It was a glowing success. Having 
held public celebrations of UN Day for ten fall years, 
the Bah a 'is of Clayton have become recognized as 
respected contributors to the community's UN events. 
As a result this year their party was included in the 
announcements of the events of UN week published and 
distributed by the local UNA. This contact has also 
stimulated new ideas and suggestions for future Baha'i 
programs. 

In several communities displays designed by the 
Baha'is were presented in bank windows and public 
libraries. A most attractive window display was made 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. This included a slide
projector which automatically changed pictures of a 
UNESCO project and captured the attention of many 
passing by Harvard Square. 

Presentations of trees for city parks and of UN flags 
to communities, high-schools, and universities also gen
erated publicity for UN Day and provided a more 
permanent message of Baha'i support of the UN. In one 
commWlity, Kettering, Ohio, the presentation of the UN 
flag to the Wliversity was given full television coverage. 
And a similar presentation in St. Joseph, Michigan 
opened news articles which included much information 
on the economic and social work of the UN. This more 
clearly identified the Baha'is as supporters of the UN in 
its concern for the welfare of mankind. 

Unity in Humanity was the theme for an essay 
contest sponsored by the Baha'is of Sacramento, Cali
fornia. Announced for the entire High School district, 
three commlUlity leaders were invited to serve as 
judges of the essays and to award cash prizes to the 
three winners. Much newspaper publicity covered the 
contest which, sponsored by the Baha'is, promoted 
greater understanding of the concept of the oneness of 
mankind and of world peace. 

International potluck dinners and food fairs appealed 
to the palates of many. In Toledo, Ohio there was 
international song accompanying their international 
dinner. Seventyafive attended, including an editor, who 
provided a follow-up article in the local newspaper. The 
largest attendance reported was one thousand attend
ing the food fair in Spenard, Alaska. Inspired by the 
Baha'is and with full community cooperation and sup
port this has become a most popular annual UN com-

memoration. Planning began in August with letters to 
about 30 groups, clubs and airline companies. There 
followed pUblicity with posters, flyers, radio-announce
ments, and even a lighted marque. The program in
cluded entertainment by dancers and singers who also 
performed with international ft.avor. For the UN com
memoration, there was a UN booth with information 
and literature available. To make the dedication even 
more meaningful, however, the proceeds from each 
food booth were donated to the UN itself and to special
ized agencies. For those inquiring about the sponsors, a 
Baha'i booth was provided. A thoroughly organized and 
well-planned cooperative venture, the food fair has 
proved how a few Baha'is (25) can achieve an over ... 
whelming success. 

In South Bend, Indiana, an international exhibit of 
articles from over 32 countries was held in the home of 
a Baha'i. They received front-page coverage with pho
tos in a new local paper. Their report suggests that 
their contact with this newly developing local paper 
was most warmly received and offered opportunities 
for future news coverage within their community. 

With UN Day celebrations this year, the Baha'is have 
gained much distinction in their communities. For 
example the friends in Niagara Falls, New York ap
proached the Mayor with a UN Day Proclamation and 
became recognized as the first group in their city to 
express COncern for the United Nations. In Colombia, 
Maryland, the Baha'is will be the first to suggest the 
establishment of a local United Nations Association. 

These activities and many yet to be reported, once 
again clearly demonstrate how Baha'is have contribut
ed to the further understanding of the role the UN plays 
.in establishing world peace. They have thus become 
clearly identified as world citizens truly dedicated to 
proclaiming to the world the responsibility of all men to 
contribute to the cause of world peace. 

-U.S. BAH.A.'f COMMITTEE FOR UNITED NATIONS 

First U.N. Observances in Cameroon Republic 
To bring the aims and work of the United Nations to 

the general public, particularly in West Cameroon for 
the first time, the United Nations Information Office 
inaugurated United Nations Week on October 18. The 
Baha'is, through the National Spiritual Assembly, were 
actively invited to assist. 

A special Baha'i U.N. Activities Committee was ap
pointed to plan a public meeting in Victoria, seat of the 
National Assembly. Five speakers presented talks on 
different aspects of the United Nations work: U.N. 
Liaison Officer at the Prime Minister's Office, West 
Cameroon; the Director of Economic Services; Minis
ter of National Economy; a representative of the World 
Health Organization and a Baha'i speaker, Mary Max
well, who, with her husband, William Maxwell of the 
United States, is now pioneering in Nigeria. The meet-
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Many tribes, races and nationalities were represented 
in the audience at the United Nations program in Vic~ 

tori a, West Cameroon. 

ing was most ably conducted by the Senior District 
Officer of Victoria Division, and many interesting ques
tions made a very lively period of discussion. Approxi
mately 300 attended the meeting and heard the reading 
of a c<prayer for Mankind," by 'Abdu'l-Baha. 

Good newspaper publicity, mcluding an item on the 
front page of the only newspaper in West Cameroon, 
brought mention of the Faith to many hundreds for the 
first time and presented it in a totally different light to 
many others. 

In Yahounde, capital of the Federal Republic of Cam
eroon, the BaM'i Group sponsored a small meeting at 
which a Bah.a'i speaker presented the aims and work of 
the United Nations. In addition, a Baha'i pioneer was 
able to arrange for the showing of two U.N. films to 
school children at the American Embassy and a special 
art exhibition arranged by the American International 
School, which, though not specifically sponsored by the 
Baha'is, were known as such by the United Nations 
Information Office. 

An opportunity came with an invitation to the secre
tary of the National Spiritual Assembly to give a twenty
five minute talk on the West Cameroon Radio during 
United Nations Week. The topic, "World Unity and Inter
national Cooperation," was broadcast on October 23 at 
6:15 p.m. as a special feature immediately after the 
news. The talk, in support of the United Nations, also 
gave indirect opportunity to present and explain sever
al of the basic Baha'i principles vital to world unity and 
cooperation. This was the second time the Baha'i Faith 
was mentioned on this radio station in the last two 
months, both times in connection with the United Na
tions programs. 

Ruhiyyih Khanum Speaks at Panamanian UN Meeting 
Many visitors as well as Baha'is attended the public 

address in commemoration of United Nations Day by 
Hand of the Cause of God, RUJ:tiyyih Khanum in the 
Porto Bello Room of El Panama Hilton Hotel, Panama 
City on October 24 at 8:00 p.m. 

After the talk a representative of one of the local 
papers arose to express his gratitude as a Panamanian 
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The Senior District Officer, N. A. Ngwa, opens a public 
program in Victoria, West Cameroon, on the United 
Nations. It was the first United Nations presentation in 
Cameroon Repubtic. Baha'i speaker, Mary E. MaX'"...oeU, 

seated at extreme right. 

to the Universal House of Justice for selecting Panama 
as one of the places for holding an Intercontinental 
Conference, for giving Panama the great honor of 
constructing the first Temple in Latin America, and for 
sending Madame Rabbani (Rlil).iyyth KhaDum) here. 
He, also, hoped that the Baha'is would continue to work 
with the Indians and help to raise them up to be 
accepted citizens of the country. 

Samoan Acting Governor Introduces Baha'i Speaker 
Individual Bahit'is took an active part in a United 

Nations Day program sponsored by the government of 
American Samoa. In years past it has been the Baha'i 
community of American Samoa that has sponsored the 
observance, with the aid of the government of Ameri .. 
can Samoa. This year Governor Aspinall appointed a 
United Nations Day Committee which included the 
chairman of the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
South Pacific Ocean, Suhayl Ala'i, as member of the 
Committee for iran. Mr. Ala'i made suggestions result
ing in the inclusion of the Baha'i prayer for unity in the 
program and the committee secured the services of 
Hand of the Cause Dr. Giachery as guest speaker for 
the evening. Participants in the program were from 
many ethnic backgrounds. 

Acting governor Mr. A. Mangnall (the Governor 
being absent from the island) asked to introduce Dr. 
Giachery and made excellent reference to the Faith. 
The day before he had accepted on behalf of the 
Governor, a copy of The Proclamation of Baha'u'Uan 
from Dr. Giachery and the Baha'i delegation. 

On the afternoon of October 24 there was a tree 
planting ceremony at the new park at which Dr. and 
Mrs. Giachery were present. In the evening the Lee 
Auditorium was filled to overflowing with more than 600 
people. There were many compliments on the program 
from high government officials, and the Samoan Is .. 
lands, through the press and the programs, were well 
informed of the Bah,,'i Faith and its support of the 
United Nations. 



Hepean, Ontario Assembly Developed Through Service 
The Baha'is 01 Nepean Township, which is a suburb 

of Ottawa, the capital city of Canada, formed their first 
Local Spiritual Assembly by declaration at Ridvan in 
1967. 

Baha'is in N epean first organized as a group in 
September, 1963. One of the first community projects 
was the development of a friendship group to assist 
Indians and Eskimos living in the Ottawa area to meet 
other ethnic groups. The monthly gatherings were SO 
well-attended that the meeting-place was transferred 
from suburban homes in Nepean Township to the 
YM/YWCA in downstate Ottawa. The group developed 
into the International Friendship Club of Ottawa and 
has been one of the most active clubs affiliated with the 
"y" for the past three years. Through association in 
club activities with Baha'is of the ottawa area, a 
number of people became acquainted with the Faith 
and some became Baha'is. 

One of the members of the Nepean Baha'i Commu
nity has been active in the Canadian Interfaith Confer
ence. gaining recognition for the Faith during Canada's 
Centennial year. Other activities of the community 
include local firesides, teaching proj ects among Indians 
and Eskimos, and participation in national and metro
politan Ottawa Baha'i projects. 

News Briefs 
There are many ways in which the activities of 

Baha'is around the world attract the interested atten~ 
tion of newswriters. The Kaikohe NOTthern News in New 
Zealand featUred an illustrated story on Manoocheher 
Ala'i who, together with his New Zealand wife and four 
children, owns and runs a large sheep farm at Tautoro 
in northern New Zealand. The story tells of Manoocheh
er's early years studying at Massey University in New 
Zealand, his return to Iran to work for the Department 
of Agriculture and finaliy his establishing himself as the 
owner of a 545-acre property in New Zealand. The prin
cipal part of the story concerns the Bahia'i Faith, its 
origins, and teachings. 

o 

Two cities in Taiwan - Taipei and Tainan - marked 
me 150th anniversary of Baha'u'llah's birthday on No
vember 12, with approximately 100 guests attending. 
Various aspects of the program emphasized the signifi
cance of the day and the proclamation of Baha'u'llah's 
mission to the rulers of the world. An announcement 
was made by the Taman victory radio station, and also 
by the Tainan Daily News. Both of these events mark a 
good beginning for the more intensive proclamation to 
come. 

o 
About seventy~five Oneida youth attended a Sunday 

afternoon program, May 28 at CCC Camp, Oneida, 
Wisconsin. It was sponsored by the Green Bay Baha'i 
community and the American Indian Service Commit~ 
tee and was held for the purpose of entertainment and 
fellowship for the young people and Indians, Calling the 
event a "Happening" the youths danced to recorded 
music played by Milwaukee disc jockey Jack Lee, a 
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Local Spritual Assembly of Nepean Township, suburb 
of Ottawa, Ontario, Canac!a, newly formac! at Ridvc\n 
1967. Seatec!, left to right: Maria Mathews, Beth KeTT~ 
Wilson l Lily Ann Irwin, Paula Stropp, secretary. Stand
ing: Dr. ArthuT Irwin, Ronald Fowler, Bruce Mathews 
chairman, Wayne Irwin, treasurer, John KerT~Wilson: 

vice-chairman. 

Baha! 1. Although no special mention was made of the 
Baha'i Faith, the friendiiness and warmth of the Baha'i 
youth and their loving attitude towards the Indians 
brought forth questions as to their beliefs and what the 
Faith means. 

A picture appeared in a local paper, and other 
. 'happenings'! are planned for the future. This event 
was a real success in demonstrating the Faith through 
action, for as one young person put it, "it is not the 
things we say, but the things we do that count." 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is of Ma
juro, Marshall Islands, elected April 21, 1967. This is 
also the first Local Spiritual Assembly to be formed 
in the Trust Territory oj MicTonesia. From left: Jack 
PeteT, Elsie Heran, Nina.m Reran, Brad Hollinger 
(pioneer), Kim Lang (pioneer), Tataka Arawatau, 
Betra Heran, Harlan Lang (pioneer). Absent: Pencil 

Heran. 



A portion of the estimated crowd of 900 persons who gathered under the "Big Tree" at the Geyserville BaM', Grove 
fOT the annual Unity Feast July 3D, 1967. 

Group of friends at l:Ia~lrat'ul-Quds in Rome at a meet
ing held September 30,1967, to greet Hand of the Cause 
Dr. Ugo Giachery and Mrs. Giachery, who were pass
ing through Italy on their way to Haifa and Adrianople. 

News Briefs 
The local Spiritual Assembly of Montclair, New Jer

sey proclaimed the Baha Pi teachings on the oneness of 
mankind to the local press and officials with most 
gratifying results recently. In the summer, shortly after 
the racial troubles in Newark, they prepared a brief 
statement on the Oneness of Humanity, stating the 
spiritual solution to present day problems offered by 
the Baha'i Faith and quoting the words of the Guardian 
concerning the part both white and Negro people must 
take to bring about understanding. 

In response the Mayor of Montclair wrote a warm 
letter of acknowledgement stating his agreement with 
the truths stated and expressing admiration for what 
the Baha'is are doing. The statement by the Baha'is 
was published in the local paper and a friend of the 
Faith, a vice president of the American Association for 
United Nations asked for copies to send to all Associa ... 
tion members in town. 
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Baha'; ill fhe News 
Opinion Magazine, published at various intervals 

during the year by the State of Illinois, Cook County, 
carried in a recent issue an article by Edward F. Lacy 
III on "Esperanto, Key to Tomorrow?" Reference is 
made in the article to Baha'u'llith's advice that the 
governments should choose one of the existing lan
guages and scripts, or create a new language and a 
new script which will enable all peoples of the world to 
communicate with each other. It states that many 
Baha'Is are active in the international Esperanto 
movement and that 'Abdu'l-Baha urged the Baha'is to 
learn and use this language. 

The November 1967 Register-Leader, publication of 
the Unitarian-Universalist Association, published a 3-
page account of the BaM'i Faith HOne God, One Man
kind, One Religion" by Natalie M. DiBuono, BahA'i and 
assistant director of public infOrmation at the national 
office jn Wilmette, illinois. The article was specially 
written for this publication and includes an excellent 
full account and explanation of the basic principles of 
the Faith, a sketch of its history and brief description of 
the World Conference in London, the six Intercontinen
tal Conferences of 1967 and the widespread extent of the 
Faith today. A picture of the House of Worship in 
Wilmette as well as brief description of it is in
cluded. The other Bah,,'i Temples already built and 
planned for the future are named. 

o 

The April-May. 1967 issue of Indian Promenade, pub· 
lished in New Delhi, India in English, French, Spanish 
and Italian carried a two-p age interview with Rul;1iyyih 
Khanum in connection with International Tourist Year. 
In response to a question on the achievement of the 
unity of mankind, Rul)iyyih Khimum said: 

"People are all fundamentally the same everywhere 
in the world. The fascinating thing about them is the 
superficial difference. The fundamental thing about 
them is that they are all the children of One Creator 
and they are alike. We have a teaching in the Baha'i 
Faith that you should welcome the stranger in your 
midst because he is far from his home and show him 
particular kindness and courtesy. I feel convinced that 
the people who come to India during this great year of 
international tourism will receive a welcome that is 
something they will never forget. When I came to India 
I fell in love with this country." 

o 

There is reference to Bah;; 'u 'IIah in a book tilled, God 
Will Work With You. But Not For You - A Living Philos
ophy - by Leo Russell, published by University of Sci
ence and Philosophy, Swannanoa, Virginia. 
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Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Tulsa, 01cla
homa, incorporated October 24, 1967. Left to right, 
front: Mrs. Vivian Haley, Mrs. Lola Hodges, Miss 
Norma Clark, Mrs. Virginia McCoy. Rear: Frank Pal
mer, Mrs. Eileen Norman, Milton Nor,ma.n, Mrs. Patti 

Creighton, Dr. James Lovelady. 

The settling of a Baha 'f pioneer couple as well as the 
recent Intercontinental Conferences have brought pub
licity about the Faith to the columns of the locai paper 
of Guam, the Pacific Journal. The September 30 issue 
devoted several columns and a picture to the account of 
how Richard Benson, Baha'i from the United States, 
has moved to Guam and established himself and family 
for the purpose of spreading the Baha'i Faith. 

The October 8 issue of the same newspaper told of the 
forthcoming Conference at Sydney, Australia, de
scribed its purpose and named the Baha'is from the 
area (Miss Virginia Breaks of Saipan and Edgar Olsen 
of Inarajan) who were to attend. The account men
tioned the spread of the Faith jn over 300 countries, 
territories and islands and .30,000 localities. 

Baha'; Publishing Trusf 
Pocket Calendar· 1968 
Calendar which formerly began May 1 now begins with 
January 1 and runs through December 31. Indicates all 
Feast and Holy Days. Panoramic view of Wilmette 
Temple shows gardens and harbor. 
20 copies ........................................ $1.00 

100 copies ........................................ 4.00 
(No domestic standing orders sent on calendars) 

Order from: Baha'i Publishing Trust, 110 Linden Ave., 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published for circulation among Baha'Is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States, as a news 
organ reporting current activities of the Baha'i world community. 

BAlIA'f News is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee, Mana,ging Editor; Mrs. Euince 
Braun, International Editor; Miss Charlotte Linfoot, National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee. 

Change ot address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, illinois, U.S.A. 60091. 
Changes received by the 15th of the month will take effe<:t in the next month's mailing. 
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Night view of the octagon and drum of the Shrine of the Bab now illuminated on aU sides. 
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Above: Scaffolding artd tent erectt::d on pinnacles of the 
octagon as support and protechon from wind and sun 
during re-giWing work on the Shrine of the Bab in 
Haifa. Right: Turkish gilder re-applying gold leaf to the 
base of the pinnacle on the octagon of the Shrine of the 
Bah in Haifa. Below: Scaffolding erected On the pin
nacle of the octagon to support gilder during re-gilding 
(upper left), and workers preparing the wToughtiron 
railing for painting and subsequent r€-gHding. 
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BAHA'I NEWS 1 

The Attitude of Baha'is Towards Politics 
A STATEMENT BY THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

The Universal House oj Justice has sent to aU Nation
al Spirituat Assemblies relevant portions of a ~etteT 
written on December 8, 1967 to an individual beHever 
who asked questions about the Te~ationship of BahaJis 
to the social and politica~ forces presently operating in 
the world. Since this letter has general application to 
conditions in many parts of the wortd it is published in 
this issue of Baha'i News with the approval of the 
Universal House of Justice: 

... we wiU gladly attempt to clarify some of the points 
which bewilder you in the relationship of Baha'is ta 
politics. This is a matter of very great importance, par
ticularly in these days when the world situation is so 
confused;. an unwise act or statement by a Baha'i in one 
cOWltry could result in a grave set~back for the Faith 
there or elsewhere - and even loss of the lives of fel
low-believers. 

The whole conduct of a Baha'i in relation to the 
problems, sufferings and bewilderment of his fellow 
men should be viewed in the light of God's purpose for 
mankind in this age and the processes He has set in 
motion for its achievement. 

When Baha 'u'llah proclaimed His Message to the 
world in the nineteenth century He made it abundantly 
clear that the first step essential for the peace and 
progress of mankind was its unification. As He says, 
'The well-being of mankind, its peace and security are 
Wlattainable unless and until its unity is firmly estab
lished.' (The World Order of Bahci.'u'Hcih p. 203) To this 
day. however, you win find most people take the 
opposite point of view: they look upon unity as an 
ultimate almost unattainable goal and concentrate first 
on remedying all the other ills of mankind. If they did 
but know it, these other ills are but various symptoms 
and side-effects of the basic disease - disunity. 

Baha'u'Uah has, furthermore, stated that the revivifi
cation of mankind and the curing of all its ills can be 
achieved only through the instrumentality of His Faith. 
"The vitality of men's belief in God is dying out in 
every land; nothing short of His wholesome medicine 
can ever restore it. The corrosion of ungodliness is 
eating into the vitals of human society; what else but 
the Elixir of His potent Revelation can cleanse and 
revive it?" (G~eanings from the Writings of Baha~u'Uah, 
XCIX) "That which the Lord hath ordained as the 
sovereign remedy and mightiest instrument for the 
healing of all the world is the union of all its peoples in 
one universal Cause, one common }~aith. This can in no 
wise be achieved except through the power of a Skilled, 
an all-powerful and inspired Physician. This, verily t is 
the truth. and all else naught but errol'." (Gleanings 
fr01l1 the Wr-itings of Balui'u'llrih, CXX) 

The Impotence of State5manship 

In similar vein the beloved Guardian wrote: "Hu
manity, whether viewed in the light of man's individual 
conduct or in the existing relationships between organ
ized commWlities and nations, has, alas, strayed too 
far and suffered too great a decline to be redeemed 
through the unaided efforts of the best among its 
recognized ruler~ and statesmen - however disinter· 
ested their motives, however concerted their action, 
however Wlsparing in their zeal and devotion to its 
cause. No ~cheme which the calculations of the highest 
statesmanship may yet devise; no doctrine which the 
most distinguished exponents of economic theory may 
hope to advance; no principle which the most ardent of 
moralists may strive to inculcate, can provide, in the 
last resort, adequate foundations upon which the future 
of a distracted world can be built. 

"No appeal for mutual tolerance which the worldly
wise might raise, however compelling and insistent, 
can calm its passions or help restore its vigor. Nor 
would any general scheme of mere organized interna
tional cooperation, in whatever sphere of human activ· 
ity, however ingenious in conception, or extensive in 
scope, succeed in removing the root cause of the evil 
that has so rudely upset the equilibrium of present-day 
society. Not even, I venture to assert, would the very 
act of devising the machinery required for the political 
and economic unification of the world - a principle 
that has been increasingly advocated in recent times -
provide in itself the antidote against the poison that is 
steadily undermining the vigor of organized peoples 
and nations. 

"What else, might we not confidently affirm, but the 
unreserved acceptance of the Divine Program enunci
ated, with such simplicity and force as far back as 
sixty years ago, by Bahil'u'llah. embodying in its 
essentials God's divinely appointed scheme for the 
unification of mankind in this age, coupled with an 
indomitable conviction in the unfailing efficacy of each 
and an of its provisions, is eventually capable of 
withstanding the forces of internal disintegration 
which, if unchecked, must needs continue to eat into the 
vitals of a despairing society." (The Worfd Order of 
Buha'u'!lrih, pp. 33, 34) 

Two Great Proces5es at Work 

We are told by Shoghi Effendi that two great proc
esses are at ,,,"'ark in the \\'or1d: the great Plan of God, 
tumultuous in its progress, working through mankind 

r 
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as a whole. tearing down barriers to world unity and 
forging humankind into a unified body in the fires of 
suffering and experience. This process will pl"oduce, in 
God's due time, the Lesser Peace, the political unifica
tion of the world. Mankind at that time can be likened 
to a body that is unified but without life. The second 
process, the task of breathing life into this unified 
body ~ of creating true unity and spirituality culminat
ing in the Most Great Peace - is that of the Baha'is, 
who are laboring consciously I with detailed instruc
tions and continuing divine guidance. to erect the fabric 
of the Kingdom of God on earth, into which they call 
their fellow men, thus conferring upon them eternal 
life. 

The working out of God's Major Plan proceeds mys
teriously in ways directed by Him alone, but the Minor 
Plan that He has given us to execute, as our part in His 
grand design for the redemption of mankind, is clearly 
delineated_ It is to this work that we must devote all our 
energies, for there is no one else to do it_ So vital is this 
function of the Baha'is. that Baha'u'1Jah has written: "0 
friends! Be not careless of the virtues with which ye 
have been endowed, neither be neglectful of your high 
destiny. Suffer not your labors to be wasted through 
the vain imaginations which certain hearts have de
vised_ Ye are the stars of the heaven of understanding, 
the breeze that stirreth at the break of day, the solt
flowing waters upon which must depend the very life of 
all men, the letters inscribed upon His sacred scroll. 
With the utmost unity. and in a spirit of perfect fellow
ship, exert yourselves, that ye may be enabled to 
achieve that which beseemeth this Day of God." 
(Gleanings from the Writings Of Bahri'u'!!rih, XCVI) 

The Most Important Tasks 

Because love for our fellow-men and anguish at their 
plight are essential parts of a true Baha'i's life, we are 
continually drawn to do what we can to help them. It is 
vitally important that we do so whenever the occasion 
presents itself, for our actions must say the same thing 
as our words - but this compassion for our fellows 
must not be allowed to divert our energies into channels 
which are ultimately doomed to failure. causing us to 
neglect the most important and fundamental work of 
alL There are hundreds of thousands of well-wishers of 
mankind who devote their lives to works of relief and 
charity. but a pitiful few to do the work which God 
Himself most wants done: the spiritual awakening and 
regeneration of mankind_ 

It is often through our misgUided feeling that we can 
somehow aid our fellows better by some activity out
side the Faith, that Baha'is are led to indulge in 
politics_ This is a dangerous delusion_ As Shoghi Effen
di's Secretary wrote on his behalf: "What we Baha'is 
must face is the fact that society is disintegrating so 
rapidly that moral issues which were clear a half 
century ago are now hopelessly confused and what is 
more, thoroughly mixed up with battling political inter
ests. That is why the Baha'is must turn all their forces 
into the channel of building up the Baha'i Cause and its 
Administration_ They can neither change nor help the 
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world in any other way at present. If they become 
invol ved in the issues the Governments of the world are 
struggling over, they \vill be lost. But if they build up 
the Baha'i pattern they can offer it as a remedy when 
all else has failed_" (BAHA'I NEWS No_ 241, Mar. 1951. 
p.14) "_ We must build up our Baha'i system, and 
leave the faulty systems of the world to go their way. 
We cannot change Ulem through becoming involved in 
them; on the contrary. they will destroy us." (BAHA'I 
NEWS No. 215. Jan. 1949, p.l) 

Other instructions from the Guardian, covering the 
same theme in more detail, can be found on pages 24 
and 29 to 32 of Princip~€s of Bahci'i Administration (1963 
edition); you arc no doubt already familiar with these_ 

The key to a true understanding of these principles 
seems to be in these words of Baha'u'Uah: "0 people of 
God! Do not busy yourselves in your own concerns; let 
your thoughts be fixed upon that which will rehabilitate 
the fortunes of mankind and sanctify the hearts and 
souls of men. This can best be achieved through pure 
and holy deeds, through a virtuous life and a goodly 
behavior. Valiant -acts will ensure the triumph of this 
Cause, and a saint1}~ character will reinforce its power. 
Cleave unto righteousness. 0 people of Baha! This, 
verily, is the commandment which this wronged One 
hath given unto you. and the first choice of His unre
strained Will for everyone of you." (Gleanings from the 
Writings of Baha'u'llrih, XLIII) 

Baha '. World Center 
Haifa, Israel 
December 8, 1967 

A CORRECTION 

THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

The story on the International Baha'i Conference in 
Chicago published in the December issue of Baha'i 
News contains certain mistakes in the report on page 13 
of the address of Hand of the Cause of God Zikru'llah 
lib.adem which the editors wish to correct in accor
dance with Mr. Khadem's request. These conferences 
are important as historical facts. 

The reference to Baha'u'Uah's last night in Constan
tinople is inaccurate. Rather it was the night after the 
return of ~tlamsi Big who had been instructed to 
deliver the Tablet of Baha'u'IH.h into the hands of 'Ali 
Pasha, the night !ibamsi Big reported "I know not what 
that letter contained _ .. _" (see GPB p_ 160.) 

The fLfth, sixth and seventh lines, beginning with "He 
vowed" should head "He vowed that with twelve of His 
followers He would overthrow their dynasty." It is not 
knovm how many followers were with Baha'u'llah that 
night. 

The report states that Mr _ IS:]1adem chanted two 
verses from the Tablet of Naw-Ruz revealed on that 
night. These verses were from the Tablet of Naqus, not 
Naw-Ruz. and it was not revealed on that night but 
earlier in Istanbul. It was chanted on that historic night 
by a group of believers on the return of Sbamsi Big. 
The phrase "as the original faithful twelve had done" 
should be stricken from the report. 



BAHA'I NEWS 5 

Hand of the Cause 
Visits Canada and Alaska 

Left: Mr. Samandart and his son~ Medhi, being greeted at Juneau airport by Robert Moul, member of the Alaskan 
National Assembly. At right: Dr. Samandari and his son at a meeting with Baha'is in Juneau. 

Hand of the Cause Mr. Samanduri, with his son Dr. 
Samandari visit the friends in Kelowna, B.C. in early 
November. Shown here are bdievers who came from 
as tar north as Prince George to as far south as the 
U.S. border. 
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Ru~iyyih Khanum Brings New Vision to Bolivia 

The Bolivian community will long remember having 
Hand of the Cause of God, Amalu'I-Bah. Rul)iyyih 
Khimum with them for twenty-eight days November 
2--.30, 1967. Accompanied by her cousin. Mrs. Jeanne 
Chute t she covered approximately 2,200 kilometers over 
mountainous roads by jeep and stimulated the Indian 
campesinos at six congresos. She spoke to a special 
group of young instructors preparing themselves to 
assume the responsibility of certain areas, each of 
which will embrace at least eleven indigenous com
munities with established local assemblies, while they 
were engaged in study courses at the National Baha'i 
Institute in Cochabamba. She attended the Nineteen 
Day Feast (Qudrat) in Cochabamba, showing slides of 
her travels and enjoying an outdoor South American 
style barbecue where she sat under a large shady fig 
tree and spoke informally with the friends. The event 
received considerable newspaper and radio coverage. 

Public talks were given in La Paz and Cochabamba, 
and two unscheduled talks to the HAsociacion Feminina 
Christiana/~ where she shared the platform first with a 
Protestant minister and then with a liberal young 
Catholic priest. 

Brings Gifts of Vision, Enthusiasm 

The special gifts which Rlil:Iiyyih Khanum brought to 
Bolivia were her vision, her enthUSiasm, her positive 
outlook and the great love for the Indian campesinos. 
Their desire to know and meet with their distinguished 
hermana (Sister) was evidenced by a frail, seventy
year-old woman who walked five days coming and 
going to tell the friends RUl)iyyih Kh~mum was coming. 
Another campesino, handicapped by a badly-knitted, 
fractured hip, walked four days for the same purpose. 
A number of campesinos also journeyed for several 
days to be with her. In one congreso the native women 
presented her with flowers they had cultivated and then 
distributed flowers among all those present. In that 
same indigenous community one couple provided all 
the hospitality. including meals. In another area a 
group of the friends who had walked a distance to greet 
her, welcomed her with a colorful arch of woven cloth 

(continued on page 8) 

Above~ Congreso held in Jankarachi, North Potosi~ 
BoHvia. At left: RUQ.iyyih l{tLCtnUm with a gTOUp of th.e 
friends in front of the Baha'i institute, Cochabamba. 
Opposite page, above: Congresso held in Dejauta, 
Oruro. Center left: Ruh-iyyih Khanum in tront of jeep 
used in her Bolivian travels, E. Rezvani, Persian pio
neer and member of the Bolivian National Spiritual 
Assembly, and titHe HHmer (the youngest pioneer), son 
of a German couple. Center right: Rul).iyyih Khanum 
and friends under a lush fig tTee, -institute grounds. 
Bdow: Congreso held in Chacoma, La Paz Depto. 

T 
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decorated with flags. 
In spite of strenuous travel conditions, she set an 

example of courage and patience, making herself at 
home everywhere, sleeping in the homes, eating the 
meals, chatting and working informally with the wom
en. -She dismissed all physical discomforts, stating that 
the teachings and the Message which she hroul'{ht were 
the important part of her travels. Stressing the great 
need to give the Message to the uneducated people of 
the country. she said: uThese simple people who live 
primitively in isolated areas are still the major part of 
the world's population and they are waiting with wide
open, empty hands to receive something. Whatever we 
put in these hands they will accept, whether they are 
given material things, politics, or whether they receive 
the Teachings of Baha'u'Jlah." 

Urgency of Teaching Now 

At the Bahit'i National Institute in Cochabamba the 
young instructors opened the meeting with a song. 
RUQ.iyyih Kh.€mum then addressed them saying that she 
could see that they were very good teachers of the 
Faith. She told them she knew how arduous and lonely 
tbE~ir trips through the mountains were, and how Shoghi 
Effendi had loved the mountains and had climbed them 
for many years, and that he was surely with them on 
their trips. Stimulating the instructors to greater eff
orts, she said it is as if we are standing on one 
mountain and wish to cross to the opposite one, Now we 
can fly there if we accept the Teachings of Baha'u'llah. 
If not, those who do not accept the Manifestation win 
have to descent into the valley of a decadent civiliza
tion before they can dim b up, slowly and laboriously, 
to the heights of the Faith on the other mountaintop. So 
all must make every effort t while there is time, to 
reach as many people as possible. She said that the 
campesinos should never feel inferior because they 
cannot read or write, as this has nothing to do with 
their innate intelligence. 

Another point emphasized was that there should be 
no doubt whatever but that these humble souls are 
truly Baha'is. When the arrow of Baha'u'llah had 
struck their hearts, they were connected with Him. 

Glory of Bolivia - 600 Assembly Goal 
To the instructors, pioneers and administrators she 

showed her comprehension of all the mass teaching 
problems but left no doubt of eventual victorjes, ex
plaining that the glory and blessing of Bolivia is the 600 
Local Spiritual Assembly goal given by the Universal 
House of Justice, and that "God gives us no burdens we 
cannot assume. to Her coming to Bolivia was like the 
strings of a harp being touched and a new song rever
berating throughout the country. There was new 
awareness, a fresh stimulus, a new spirit everywhere 
among the believers, 

As Rul',liyyih Khanum was about to board the plane to 
leave Bolivia, her parting words to the friends were: 
uWith great love in my heart for the marvelous Boliv
ian National Community, I say 'adios,' I pray that each 
one of you will arise to serve Baha'u'llah for He surely 
deserves this service. Raise His banner in the highest 
mountains. Carry His Message to all the people of this 
land which so needs it. Persevere and your services 
will surely be crowned with success." 
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The Task of Youth -
Holy, Enthralling 

The following letter written by the beloved Guardian 
through his secretary to Mrs. Nellie French on October 
26, 1932 is published at this time upon the advice of the 
Universal House of Justice: 

"Surely in this very critical period of human 
history when old institutions are beginning to crum
ble down or being considerably modified, there is a 
certain amount of maladjustments and unfortunate 
happenings; but such a condition is not permanent. 
The Cause and its institutions will gradually take 
their place and with its virile spirit secure the full 
obedience of its followers and of the peoples of the 
world as a whole. So we need not be too pessimistic 
as to the future or take passing conditions too 
seriously. The young people who are living between 
these two eras, and seeing the destruction of old 
institutions are therefore apt to discard all respect 
for them and in fact view with contempt any person 
that may still cherish the old, Hence we see the 
loose morality prevalent among them. This condi
tion is not true only of America and Europe but 
also of the East, and I dare say in the East more 
than in the West. 

Even though the Baha'j youth should feel with the 
condition in which they see their non-Baha'i friends 
and not indict them for it, they should not let 
themselves be carried by the wave of world events 
as they are being carried. Whereas they see before 
them only a worl4 that is crumbling down we are 
also seeing a new world being built up. Whereas 
they experience the destruction of old institutions 
that commanded their respect, we are beholding the 
dawn of a new era with its strict commands and 
new social bonds. Their materialistic outlook shows 
them the futility of all things; while our faith in a 
regenerated and spiritualized man makes us look to 
the future and build for it. To make them follow our 
ways we should sympathize with their plight hut 
should not follow their ways. We should take our 
stand on, a higher plane of moral and spiritual life, 
and setting for them the true example, urge them 
up to our level. The young people should read what 
Baha'u'nah and the Master say on such nJatters 
and follow them consciensiously. That is if they 
desire to be true to the teachings and establish 
them throughout the world." 
To the above letter Shoghi Effendi appended the 

following postscript in his own handwriting: 
"The activities, hopes and thoughts of the Baha'i 

youth in America, as well as in all other parts of the 
world, are close and dear to my heart. Upon them 
rests the supreme and challenging responsibility to 
promote the interests of the Cause of God in the 
days to come, to co-ordinate its world-wide activi
ties, to extend its scope, to safeguard its integrity, 
to exalt its virtues, define its purpose, and translate 
its ideals and aims into memorable and abiding 
achievements. Theirs is a mighty task, at once 
holy, stupendous and enthralling. May the spirit of 
Baha 'u'llilh protect and sustain them in their di
vinely appointed task!" 
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Hand of the Cause Dr, Giadrery Visits New Zealand 
The Bahfl'is of New Zealand received a great spiritu

al lift from Hand of the Cause of God Dr. Giachery's 
visit October 15-21, 1967. A reception for Baha'is and 
their friends was held at the Royal International Hotel, 
Auckland, October 15. Both Dr. and Mrs. Giachery 
gave some of their impressions of the Sydney Confer
ence which they had attended earlier in the month. On 
the same evening Dr. Giachery addressed a large 
audience of Baha'is and gUp.sts at a public meeting at 
the l;Ia~iratu'l-Quds. 

On October 16, Dr. Giachery left to meet with Baha'is 
in Whangarei, a city 108 miles north of Auckland, and 
addressed a public meeting there. From Whangarei, he 
proceeded to Kaikohe. a town farther north, meeting 
Baha'is and visiting Maori friends in the neighborhood. 

A farewell picnic was held in the Rose Gardens, 
Parnell, Auckland. 

At right: Dr, Giachery with Mr. Te Paa~ a Maori 
be~iever from North~and, New Zealand, in front oj Royal 
International Hotel, October 15, 1967. Bel.ow: Dr. and 
Mrs. Giachery with a group Of New Zealand Baha'is 
outside the /fa?irat'l-Quds October 15, 1967. Auxiliary 
Board member M-are Towers appears at e"xtreme right, 
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Press, TV, and Radio Aid Proclamation In Switzerland 

The Swiss summer school held last September was a 
foretaste of Proclamation. Over 200 people from many 
cotuliries gathered at the Hotel Universitaire in Leysin 
in the Vaud Alps to attend courses and seminars on 
Baha'i community life, Several Swiss newspapers car
ried announcements about the school. 

Fifty~five Baha'is from Switzerland participated in 
the Frankfurt Intercontinental Conference, including 
eight National Spiritual Assembly members and an 
Auxiliary Board member. Hand of the Cause Paul 
Haney's subsequent visit to Bern and Geneva late in 
October greatly inspired and stimulated the friends. 

Part of the audience at commemoration of the Procla
mation in Bern. 

Banquet Highlights National Commemoration Event 

On November 5, 1967, the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Switzerland invited Baha.?is and guests for a banquet 
at the Kursaal in Bern. Seventy-five persons partici
pated, including journalists and members of various 
organizations. Mr. SemIe. chairman of the National 
Spiritual Assembly, welcomed the friends and briefly 
presented the purpose of this dual commemoration
the Proclamation of Baha'u'lUth to the Kings and 
Rulers one hundred years ago and the 150th anniver~ 
sary of His birth, 

In the late afternoon over 200 persons attended the 
public commemoration. Excerpts from the Tablets to 
the Kings were read and slides were shown on the lives 
and fates of those who received these historic docu
ments. Dr. Eugen Schmidt, Auxiliary Board member 
from Stuttgart, Germany, spoke on, "A New Era for 
Mankind, It emphasizing the need for unity and religion. 
A summary of his remarks in German and French was 
distributed to the audience. All guests received a copy 
of the Proclamation issue of Baha'i Briefe. In the 
interim between the banquet and the pubJic meeting, as 
wen as after the commemoration, many stayed to see 
an exhibition of diagrams, photos and books on the 

Baha'i Faith. Music for both events included a string 
quartet. a pianist and a professional (Baha'i) soprano, 
Mrs. Fohr-Aflatpour, whose selections included two 
numbers by Baha'i composers. 

Good Press and T elevi:5ion Coverage 

Switzerland's largest daily. Tages~AnzeigeT of Zu
rich, published a long article on the Baha'i Faith. Other 
important newspapers such as DeT Bund, BerneT Tag
b~att and local dailies, carried either their own reports 
or the release prepared for the Swiss Telegraphic 
Agency, which was also used by Agence France PTesse. 
The Swiss television presented a German-speaking pro
gram that included an excellent five-minute presenta
tion of the Faith in its November 7 news broadcast, 
"Die Antenne. H The program included pictures of the 
Tabriz barrack square, views of Tihrim, Baghdad, the 
RiQ,van Garden, photographs of 'Abdu'l-Baha in London 
and Paris, pictures of Baha'i groups and Ma!illriqu'l
Ag])kars, The Proclamation of Baha.'u'llah to the Kings 
was vividly presented. Dr. Schmidt was interviewed on 
the social and economic teachings of the Faith after the 
religious principles had been clearly enunciated. An 
estimated one million people saw the program, which 
included the reading of the prayer for unity by 'Abdu'l
Baha. Although the name BBaha'i" was not shown in 
writing and no mailing address was given, several 
inquiries were received. The program was repeated on 
Sunday afternoon, November 12. 

Proclamation Repeated in Lausanne 

A similar Proclamation event was held November 12 
at the Hotel Palace in the French-speaking city of 
Lausanne. The commemoration was organized by the 
communities of Lausanne and Vevey. Approximate]y 
200 friends were present when Gilbert Robert of Nice 
spoke on HLumieres sur Ie monde" (Light on the 
World), telling of the coming of the great educators of 
mankind and the need for a new Dispensation in this 
dark age. Following Mr, Robert's talk, which moved 
Baha'is and newcomers alike. Mark Tobey, well-known 
Baha'i artist, was interviewed concerning his art and 
his religious beliefs. Auxiliary Board member Haenni
de Bons, of Geneva, presented the Proclamation book. 
Dr. Max Habicht, World Federalis~ and Geneva jurist, 
addressed words of appreciation to the Baha'is on 
behalf of the Society of Friends (Quakers) for "their 
great contribution to the lUlity of mankind and world 
peace." Professional musicians lent dignity and inspir~ 
ation to the occasion. 

At 6:30 p.m. that evening, when radio broadcasting 
has a maximum audience, an interview with Mrs. 
Haenni-de Bans was presented by Radio-Sottens in 
French. MI". J. P. Nicod, Head of Switzerland's National 
Programs in French, questioned Mrs. Haermi for over 
five minutes on the history, teachings and expansion of 
the faith. She also mentioned the purpose of this cur~ 
rent Proclamation. 
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Dr. Eugen. Schmidt speaking on aNew Era for Man
kind" at commemoTation of Proclamation to the Kings 
and Rulers November 5, 1967 in Bern. Switzerland. 

Several newspapers of Swiss Tomande included brief 
reports of the Lausanne commemoration. 

Next Steps 

The next step in Switzerland's Proclamation plan will 
be the mailing of the Proclamation issue of Baha/i 
BTiefe and La Pensee Baha'ie to approximately 10,000 
organizations and individuals, as well as a brochure in 
Italian with a letter pointing to Baha'u'llah's Letters to 
the Kings. The Proclamation book will be presented to 
the President of the Swiss Confederation, to H. H. 
Prince Franz Joseph of Liechtenstein, to members of 
the Federal, National and State councils and, on a 
cantonal and local basis to other magistrates. This 
program will be supported by intense teaching activi· 
ties in fifteen centers and in local commemorations 
until Ridvim 1968. An exhibition in Geneva is planned. 
Materiais used for the Proclamation included press 
releases, bulletins, press reviews, folders for presenta
tion of the Proclamation book or of literature, the CBS 
film "And His Name Shall Be One," slides, special 
envelopes, traveling exhibitions, etc. The various 
origins of the material speak for the universality of the 
Faith, coming from the five continents and from all the 
neighboring countries in Europe. 

European Auxiliary Board Member Passes Away 
Prof. Mario Fiorentini of Rome, Italy, passed away 

suddenly on December 16, 1967. He was one of the early 
believers of Italy. A dedicated follower of Baha'u'llilh, 
he served as a member of the Italo-Swiss National 
Assembly from the time of its inception and of the 
Italian National Assembly from 1961. He was appointed 
a member of the Auxiliary Board of the Hands of the 
Cause of God in Europe in 1964. 

uThe friends of Italy are deeply grieved by the loss of 
such a dear friend and collaborator," Dr. Giachery, 
Hand of the Cause in the Western Hemisphere, has 
written. Dr. Giachery, formerly of Italy, and Prof. 
Fiorentini were long time friends. 

Prof. Fiorentini will not only be missed by his many 
friends in Italy but by believers arotuld the world. 

Incorporation In Italy 
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Incorporation document for the National Spiritual As
sembly of the BaM'is of Italy, reproduced by permis
sion of the Central Archive of the State r>f Italy, under 
authorization No. 18651VIII;> announced in February, 

1967 BAHA'f NEWS. 

Many Baha'is who visited Rome, often returning from 
their pilgrimages, will recall how much he did to make 
their visits a happy experience, both from the stand· 
point of Baha'i hospitality and on behalf of a city which 
he loved_ He was deeply knowledgeable in respect to 
the historic and artistic treasures of Rome and loved to 
add to the enlightenment and enjoyment of the friends 
by making these treasures more meaningful. to them 
also. 

CORRECTION 
A photo on page 14 of November, 1967 BAHA'i NEWS is 

actually that of the annual convention of Costa Rica, 
April, 1967, rather than an institute in Newcastle as 
attributed. 
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HE WHO LEARNS 
HHe who learns, teaches. N 

- African proverb 

Thick green bush graduating to towering evergreen 
forests fringes the western coast of Africa and banks 
the great muddy rivers splayed out in sinuous veins on 
their timeless roll to the sea. Little brown villages 
nestle in the shade of the forests and sharp-angled 
cities erupt from the venerable coastal enclaves of 
trading posts, fishing towns and European fortress 
settlements. Universities and libraries, hospitals and 
hotels, factories and modern department stores slip 
from drawing boards onto sCilid foundations in the 
African earth. The tradesmen, diplomats and travelers 
of the world congregate here in confidence and ease, for 
mosquito nets, insecticides and prophylactic medicines 
have all but abolished the hazards of uthe white man's 
grave. to 

Perhaps on a school, sometimes a street, occasionally 
a clinic or hospital a name is preserved from among 
those whose bones inhabit that fecund, amorphous 
grave which. during the 19th century, swallowed up 
hosts of Christ's expectant keepers of the vineyard. An 
impulse had pervaded Christendom - the Second 
Coming was at hand - and the faithful streamed out to 
early deaths on foreign shores that they might not be 
found wanting when He came. Two weeks, two months. 
perhaps a year they labored before the fevers, the 
plagues, the wracking chills forever closed their eyes. 
The slow boats carried back the letters announcing 
their deaths and begging for early replacements. Re
placements came ... and came ... and came. 

The heirs of these sainted efforts, the Baha'i pioneers 
of the World Crusade, cannot fail to aeknow]edge the 
great legacy of literacy, Biblical knowledge and practi
cal training which they fOlU1d among the West African 
peoples and which made their endeavors so much 
easier. If those early workers in His Cause unwittingly 
made errors, gave offense or failed to understand the 
people whom they taught, so likewise did the pioneers; 
and we can only pray that their efforts and ours be 
acceptable to Him - according to His Grace and Mer
cy - for their intent rather than for any unfortunate 
effect. 

••• 
The pioneer arrived in the village after a long jolting 

ride by public transportation in a crowded lorry. The 
friendly, hospitable townspeople quickly gathered to 
greet her, each inquiring in traditional fashion after her 
health and that of her people in America. Someone 
stepped forward with a glass of water. The pioneer was 
thirsty - the oranges eaten en route as thirst quench
ers h ad been very sweet - but she had been repeatedly 
cautioned about drinking water from unknown sources. 
Quickly. in low tones. a local Baha'i prevented the faux 
pas she was about to make: uTo refuse will be an 
insult." With a silent prayer for protection, the glass 
was drained. From time immemorial a fundamental 
element of courtesy and hospitality has been to greet 
the hot and weary traveler with a drink of water. 

••• 
"Can this religion teach us to have visions?" An 

E'ager group of bright-eyed young men, students in a 
West African trade school, were gathered around the 
unseasoned Baha'i pioneer. Were- they serious! They 
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were, and the abashed pioneer was hard put to produce 
an acceptable and accurate answer. Having viSions, 
she was to learn, was much cherished among a people 
finely attuned to the presence of the Wlseen forces. 

Several students conferred in whispers over an open 
Baha'i book. Respectfully, one spoke: "If this religion 
says 'every good thing' was ordained for men, why is 
polygamy forbidden'!" The pioneer wrestled with this 
one as supplementary questions expanded the subject 
to cover all domestic relationships. Personal relation
ships have an immediacy and import to West Africans 
largely lost or thoroughly submerged in American life. 

• • • 
Crowds of village children surrounded the two WI

thinking pioneers. one of whom had a camera. With 
high-pitched childish giggles, everyone pressed togeth
er. posing for a picture .. Suddenly. a woman dashed 
from a doorway to jerk several naked chHdren from the 
group, her acid stare at the photographer not lost on 
him. There is no one left in West Africa who has not 
heard of nude photographs of their people displayed in 
Europe and America as proof of their being "uncivi
lized ... 

• • • 
"We always believed in one God," said the university 

graduate, ending his story of how the towns had been 
divided into Christian, Moslem and "pagan" quarters 
and the people warned against intermingling. I'How 
can Europeans call us Ipagan' because we believe in 
many approaches to God when they do the same thing 
with their saints and figurines? We speak to Him 
through nature. and we are 'animists '. They pray to 
statues, and they are IChristian'. ,. Indeed, the omnipo
tence and attributes of a Supreme Being were acknowl
edged in his native language long before the arrival of 
Europeans: Onyame - He Who made me; Onyanko-
pan - the Great Friend; Drumfao - Almighty; 
Onnyietvie - Eternal; Odomankama Boadze - Giver 
of grace and Creator of all substance; Dmaa Ewia no 
Nsu - Giver of sunshine and rain. 

••• 
The dark, sodden forest pressed around the open 

grave, yawning by lamplight in the blackness of the 
night. It had been opened late in the evening, the 
harrowed gravediggers struggling to complete the job 
before another torrential downpour caved in the sides. 
With two local Baha'is, the pioneer, faint after a day 
without food or rest, rode out from the town where they 
had consulted for three hOUI·S with the village elders 
until it was decided where the first local Bah& 'i to die 
could be interred. Neither Christian, Moslem nor tradi
tional cemetary would receive the body. Finally, this 
inhospitable spot. Three bone-weary Baha'is to conduct 
a funeral service in the middle of the night while the 
gravediggers muttered at the length of the Congrega
tional Prayer and the first heavy drops of another 
drenching rain began to fall. 

••• 
Word swept down from the impoverished plains coun

try beyond the great forest belt. Five villages had come 
into the Faith! The flagging pioneer and her weary co
workers on the coast were enkindled anew. It had been 
done by the least of them, a young, illiterate. jobless 
man, barefoot and always hungry as he pedaled some 
twenty miles among the grassland vil1ages in "the 
hungry times" of the dry season. "Take this money to 
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SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLIES 

THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 

National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of West 
Central Africa, with Hand of the Cause William Sears 

third from right. 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Rahi
myaT Khan, Pakistan elected 1967. 

buy your food on the way, Apania, n urged the African 
pioneer in the inland capitaL Apania refused. The 
Baha'is had told him no one was paid to do God's work 
in this religion. and he would not risk the possibility of 
forfeiting the spiritual rewards for the temporary Bahs-
faction of eating regularly. He would depend upon God, 
he said, and in serene and confident trust he had gone 
forth to proclaim the Message "wholly for the sake of 
God." 
ELOISE' MITCHELL 

Pioneer to West Africa in the Ten Year Crusade 

._, ......... -
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National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Colombia, 
elected April 30, 1967. Front row, left to Tight: Ines de 
Montenegro, Leonor Porras, Teresa Alarcon., lnes de 
Simmons~ Luis Sanchez. Rear: Hector A. Varela, Luis 

Montenegro, Habib Rezvani and Hamilton Breton. 

National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Austria. 
From left, seated: Paul BerneTt (vice-chairman), Ur
sula Miihlschlegel (secretary), Ingrid Missaghi, LiZi 
Hermann. Standing; Gunther-Haug (treasurer), Dr. 
Said Berdjis, Abraham Medhane, Roland Philipp, Dr. 

Massoud Berojis (chairman). 

History was made when a woman was elected to the 
Local Spiritual Assembly of Karachi, Pakistan, tor the 
first time in thirty~eight years. Mrs. Peroin Yazamaidi 

is shown in center. 
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The Faith is Proclaimed 
on Bah.f u'llah' s Birthdav 

Additional reports on observances of the Birthday of 
Baha'u'IHlh indicate that this was indeed a well used 
opportunity to commemorate this historic occasion and 
to proclaim to the world the message which He 
brought. 

The Baha'is in the area of Redondo Beach, California 
(ten communities cooperated) celebrated with a ban
quet, attended by 125, at which Dr." Daniel Jordan 
presented the Faith through music in his talk "Keys to 
Harmony." A number of dignitaries, including the 
Mayor of Redondo Beach and his wife, attended and 
showed a great deal of interest, and there was an 
excellent description of the evening written by a report
er who attended for the local daily paper. Mr. Robert 
Quigley was master of ceremonies and Mrs. Manila Lee 
gave a brief introduction. 

In Montclair, New Jersey a meeting was held at 
which, under the chairmanship of a Baha'i, a Catholic 
lay leader. the deputy mayor. and a Protestant minis
ter, as well as a Baha'i speaker, addressed the audi
ence. 

The Baha'is of Arlington, Virginia, (see photo) fea
tured a singing group and narration followed by an 
open house at a Baha'i home. 

-.. 
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Jennings, ; 
John Quincy Adams, Catholic lay leader; Deputy Mayor 
Matthew CarteT; Ben Kaufman, Bah.d.'i speaker; and 
Rev. Lincoln McGee, Protestant minister. 

LEFT 

Observance of the Birthday of Baha't~/Hri.h in Costa 
Rica. In response to a radio and press inVitation, many 
inquirers came to celebrate this Holy Day with the 
Baha'is. 

BELOW 

An audience of over 400 persons gathered to celebrate 
the 150th anniversary of the birth Of Bahd'u'Uri.h at the 
Balui'i National Headquarters in Saigon. The audience 

included many religious and civic leaders. 
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So.me of the participants from Malaysia. 

Hand of the Cause Mr. A. Q. Faizi talking with Jagjivan 
Ram, Minister o.f Food. and AgTictdture~ Government 
Df India, during public meeting on October 9, Hand of 

the Cause GeneTa~ Ala'i looks on. 

RIGHT 

Hand of the Cause General Ala'i with Ethiopian friends. 

BELOW 

Faces oj some oj the participants of the India 
ence reflecting intense interest. 

Confer-

- .. 
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PROCLAMATION 

IN GERMANY 

Attendants at Baha'i booth at International Book Fair 
in Frankfurt, Germany, October, 1967, in which the 
Publishing Trusts of London and Brussels also paTti· 
cipated. 

Baha'i Marriage 
Ceremony in Taiwan 

A Baha'i marriage ceremony performed by the Local 
Assemb~y oj Tainan, Taiwan, About 150 guests ~eaTned 
something of the Faith through this act of the Asse,mb~y 
on behalf of the young couple, one of whom (the gTOOl1~) 

is of Buddhist background. 

" ..... _" ... -
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Germany has experienced a wave oj prodamaton ac
tivities since the Intercontinental Conference. Festivi
ties in conju.nction with Baha'u'lhih's 150th birthday 
anniversary brought an opportunity to present the 
teachings of the Faith. Successful meetings aTe report
ed from Cologne, Giessen, Heidelberg J Baden-Baden, 
Esslingen and Leinfelden. Above photo shows part of 
exhibition held in Erlangen. 

Baha'i in the Hews 
Favorable public mention of the Faith was made in the 

Grand Cayman Islands, British West Indies, in October 
when an article in the Caymanian Weekly for October 
24 told of the visit of Captajn and Mrs. Bud Gilman on 
their way back from the Intercontinental Conference in 
Panama. Brief mention was made of the Baha'i teach
ing of unity of men. countries and religions and of the 
fact that the six conferences were linked together by 
telephone. 

Prize-Winning Float in Hawaii. 

Hnhn', float which won first prize in its category in the 
Aloha Week: Parade, viewed by over 50,000 p,eople in 
Hawaii. Children of variOUS races emerged from each 
staT. Hawaiian legend trans~ates: "The Youth is the 

Life of the Land." 
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Board Team Conference Held at Wilmette 

An Auxiliary Board Team Conference was held at the 
Foundation Hall of the Baha'i House of Worship, Wil
mette, IJlinois. on December 9-10. 1967. Convened by the 
Central States Board members Mrs. Beth McKenty, 
Mrs. Javidulsbt I-;:Jladem, Dr. Peter Khan and Mrs. 
Velma Sherrill, with the co-operation of the host com
munity of Evanston, this ConIerence was blessed by the 
distinguished presence of Hand of the Cause of God Mr. 
Abu'l-Qasim FaizL Miss Edna True represented the 
National Spjrjtual Assembly of the United States. Over 
350 believers from ten States were present, partaking of 
the wisdom, warmth and love of this gathering. 

Opening the Conference, Dr. Khan stated its purpose 
to be deepening in the foundation of Baha'I be1ief, so 
that the believers might be better equipped to meet the 
great challenges, and to seize the great opportunities, 
of the period of proclamation in the Nine Year Plan. A 
special welcome was extended to Mr. Faizi, continuing 
his journey around the world following his attendance 
at the New Delhi Intercontinental Conference. 

On Saturday aftel'noon December 9, Mr. Faizi ad~ 
dressed the Conference on the great pillars of the 
Teachings of the Faith - the laws pertaining to the 
individual life; the spiritua1 principles which define 
communal obligations and regulate group behaviOl'; 
and the administrative principles, which provide a 
channel for individual and group activities. He stressed 
the indispensibility of each one of these three pillars, 
and emphasized the importance of supporting all three, 

Mr. Faizps remarkable qualities as a teacher, to
gether with his great insights into the Faith and his 
capacity to "diffuse the Divine Fragrances", uplifted 
and inspired the believers. He gave a general descrip
tion of The Hidden Words of Baha 'u'IJah, characteriz
ing it as the Teachings in an impliCit form. Discussing 
this precious book, Mr. Faizi drew attention to its 
statements concerning the nature of man and the 
spiritual journey he must undertake along the path to 
his Beloved. The believers left this session inspired and 
motivated to study anew the Creative Word of Baha
'u'llah. 

The Saturday evening session opened wHh a panel 
discussion on The Tablets of the Divine Plan. Mrs. 
Khadem's review of the unique station of 'Abdu'l-Baha. 
as Center of the Covenant and Perfect Exemplar was 

Memorial to First American Believer 

Once again a very beautiful and inspiring Memoria] 
Service was held for Mr. Thornton Chase (the first 
American to accept the Baha'i Faith) on Sunday Oc
tober 1, 1967 at the gravesite in the Inglewood Park 
Cemetery, Inglewood, Calif. 

Over 100 Baha'is and friends came to hear the beauti
ful prayers and readings. The Baha'i Chorus partici
pated, and an impressive highlight was the large group 
of children who sang and placed flowers on the grave. 

Following the Memorial Service, light refreshments 
were served in Centinella Park, the area where a tree 

followed by a detailed analysis 01 the successive stages 
in the unfoldment of the World Order of Baha'u'llah, 
presented by Mrs. SherrilL The panel concluded with 
Mrs. McKenty recounting a moving story of the sacri
fices made by the believers in Africa, illustrating 
vividly the significance and rewards of pioneering and 
dispersal. The rest of the evening session was devoted 
to a question-and-answer period in which, for more 
than two hours, Mr. Faiz! masterfully and 1ucidly 
answered a wide variety of questions addressed to him 
by the believers. 

The final scheduled Conference session. on Sunday 
morning, opened with an address by Miss True on the 
destiny and mission of the American Baha'i communi. 
ty, in which .she drew upon her own background of 
Baha'i service to illustrate the highlights of the world
wide mission entrusted to the American Baha'is by 'Ab
du'I-BaM. 

Following this address Mr. Faizi again poured out his 
deep understanding of the Writings, speaking on the 
principles of Baha'i education. He placed great empha
sis on the responsibility of Baha'i parents to provide 
education in the Faith to their children, and pointed out 
that this education should begin with the mother's 
prayers before the birth of the child. 

So enthusiasticaUy was Mr. Faizi reGeived that a 
further Conference session was arranged on Sunday 
evening, during which Mr. Faiz! spoke on the ~itab-i
fqim, describing the conditions under which it was 
revealed, and its unique position in the literature of 
religion. He outlined an interesting technique for the 
systematic study of this book .. through division of its 
subject matter under the headings of the topics listed 
by the beloved Guardian in his summary of the Kitab-i
iqim (see God Passes By, p, 139). 

The Conference inspired and exalted the believers, 
binding them together with bonds of love, and moving 
them to a new dedication to systematic and persistent 
study of the Holy Writings, This spirit of unity and 
harmony was further reinforced by the beautiful sing
ing of the Baha'i Choir under the direction of Mrs. 
Margaret Jensen. As the gathering dispersed reluctant
ly. all expressed their deepest appreciation to the dear 
Hand of the Cause Mr. Faizi for the scho1arship, the 
world perspective and, above all, the spirit which he so 
abundantly brought with him to Wilmette. 

is planted in memory of Mr. Chase. This tree was 
donated to the City of Inglewood in october of 1966. 

The Florida communities of Broward County. Fort 
Lauderdale, Pompano, Boca Raton and several isolated 
believers cooperated to observe the Day of the Coven
ant with talks by Elmer and Annaline Schwandes on 
the meaning of the Covenant. About 50 Baha'is and 
guests were present for the meeting and bountiful pot 
luck supper. The very happy occasion was climaxed by 
the declaration of one young man of his belief in 
Bahit'u'llah, 
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A Pure and Spotless Body, 
lis Influente on the Spirit 

The following Tablet by 'Abdu'l-Bahd. is printed in 
Tablets of 'Abdu'l-Baha pages 581-585 and in Baha'i 
World Faith pp. 333-336. Herein the beloved Master dis
cusses the subject of deanHness, sanctity J purity and 
delicacy and admonishes "the companions of GodU to 
become athe princes of the pure, the free, and the wise," 
The Tablet appears here in its entirety except for two 
sentences that mention the Druses known for their su
periority in bravery, health, beauty and grace because 
of their abstinence from evH habits. 

o pure friends of God! 

Cleanliness and sanctity in all conditions are charac
teristics of pure beings and necessities of free souls. 
The first perfection consists in cleanliness and sanctity 
and in purity from every defect. When man in all 
conditions is pure and immaculate, he win become the 
center of the reflection of the manifest Light. In all his 
actions and conduct there must first be purity, then 
beauty and independence. The channel must be 
cleansed before it is filled with sweet water. The pure 
eye comprehendeth the sight and the meeting of God; 
the pure nostril inhaleth the perfumes of the rose· 
garden of bounty; the pure heart becometh the mirror 
of the beauty of truth. This is why, in the heavenly 
Books, the divine counsels and commands have been 
compared to water. So, in the Qur'an it is said, "and we 
have caused a pure water to descend from heaven;" 
and in the Gospel, HExcept a man hath received the 
baptism of water and of the spirit, he cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of God," Then it is evident that the divine 
teachings are the heavenly grace and the showers of 
the mercy of God, which purify the hearts of men. 

The meaning is, in all conditions, cleanliness and 
sanctity, purity and delicacy exalt humanity and make 
the contingent beings progress. Even when applied to 
physical things, delicacy causeth the attainment of 
spirituality, as it is established in the Holy Scriptures. 

External cleanliness, although it is but a physical 
thing, hath a great influence upon spirituality. For 
example, although sotmd is but the vibrations of the 
air which affect the tympanum of the ear, and vibra
tions of the air are but an accident among the accidents 
which depend upon the air, consider how much marvel
ous notes or a charming song influence the spirits! A 
wonderful song giveth wings to the spirit and filleth the 
heart with exaltation. To return to the subject, the fact 
of having a pure and spotless body likewise exerciseth 
an influence upon the spirit of man. 

Now, see how much purity is approved in the Court of 
God, that it should be especially mentioned in the Holy 
Books of the Prophets. So the Holy Books forbid the 
eating of any unclean thing, or the use of anything 
which is not pure. Certain prohibitions are absolute and 
imperative for all: he who commits that which is 
forbidden is detested by God and excluded from the 
number of the elect. This applieth to the things forbid
den by an absolute prohibition and of which the perpe
tration is a grave sin; they are so vile that even to 
mention them is shameful. There are other forbidden 
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things which do not cause an immediate evil and of 
which the pernicious effect is only gradually produced. 
They are also abhorred, blamed and rejected by God, 
but their prohibition is not recorded in an absolute way, 
although cleanliness and sanctity, spotlessness and 
purity, the preservation of health and independence are 
required by these interdictions. 

One of these last prohibitions is the smoking of 
tobacco, which is unclean, malodorous. disagreeable 
and vulgar and of which the gradual harmfulness is 
universally recognized. All clever physicians have 
judged, and have also shown by experiment, that one of 
the constitutents of tobacco is a mortal poison and that 
smokers are exposed to different indispositions and 
maladies. That is why cleanly people have a marked 
aversion for its use. 

His supreme Highness (the Bab) - may my soul be 
His sacrifice! - in the beginning of His Cause, openly 
forbade it and all the friends abandoned its use. But, as 
it was a time for caution and he who abstained from 
smoking was ill treated, persecuted and even killed? 
therefore the friends were obliged, as a matter of 
prudence, to smoke. Later, the Kitab-i-Aqdas was re
vealed and as the prohibition of tobacco was not clearly 
stated in it, the friends did not renounce it. But the 
Blessed Perfection had always a marked aversion for 
its use. At the beginning of the Cause, for certain 
reasons, He smoked a little, but later He abandoned it 
completely I and the holy souls who obeyed Him in all 
circumstances, also entirely gave up smoking. I wish to 
say that, in the sight of God, the smoking of tobacco is 
a thing which is blamed and condemned, very unclean, 
and of which the result is by degrees injurious, Besides 
it is a cause of expense and of loss of time and it is a 
harmful habit. So, for those who are firm in the Cove
nant, it is a thing reprobated by the reason and by 
tradition, the renouncement of which giveth gradual 
repose and tranquility, permitteth one to have stainless 
hands and a clean mouth, and hair which is not 
pervaded by a bad odor. 

Without any doubt, the friends of God on receiving 
this epistle will renounce this injurious habit by all 
means, even if it be necessary to do so by degrees. This 
is my hope. 

As to the question of opium, disgusting and exe
crated, I resign myself to God for its punishment. The 
formal text of the Kitab-i-Aqdas forbids and reproves it 
and, according to reason t its use leads to madness, 
Experience hath shown that he who giveth himself up 
to it is completely excluded from the world of human
ity. Let us take refuge in God against the perpetration 
of so shameful a thing, which is the destruction of the 
foundations of humanity and which causeth a perpetual 
unhappiness. It taketh possession of the soul of man, 
killeth the reason, weakeneth the intelligence, makelh 
a living man dead and extinguisheth the natural heat, 
It is impossible to imagine anything more pernicious. 
Happy is he who never mentioneth the word opium! 
But what is the fate of those who make use of it! 

o friends of God! Force and violence, constraint and 
oppression are condemned in this divine cycle, but to 
prevent the use of opium, all means must be employed, 
so that the human species may he delivered and freed 
from this great calamity. Otherwise, alas! for all the 
negligent before God. 

(continuea on p. 19) 
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o Lord! Give to the people of Baha cleanliness and 
holiness in all conditions, purify and free them from all 
defilement. deliver them from the use of all that is 
execrated, liberate them from the chains of habits, so 
that they may be pure and free. clean and spotless, that 
they may be worthy servants of the Sacred Threshold 
and may deserve to enter into relation with God. 
Deliver them from alcohol and tobacco, and save them 
from opium~ the purveyor of madness! Make them 
companions of the holy breezes. in order that they may 
know the pleasures of the wine of the love of God. and 
that they may attain to the joy and the happiness of 
attr action of the Kingdom of Abha! 

R"ast Thou not said. "All that thou hast in thy cellar 
will not appease the thirst of my love- bring me, 0 
cup-bearer, of the wine of the spirit. a cup full as the 

HANDS OF THE CAUSE 
INSPIRE BY VISITS 
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LEFT: A one-day youth conference in BeUe Rose Mau
riti~s. H~nd of the Cau.se 'Amatu'l-Baha Ru'~iYYih 
Khanum 1S seated in the foreground dressed in a sari. 
BELOW, LEFT: Hand of the Cause Mr. A. Faizi inspecting 
the proposed Temp~e site for Vietnam (one of the two 
remaining goals for that country in the Nine Year 
Ptan). Shoum with him aTe some members Of the Na
tionat Spiritual Assembly Of Vietnam, Auxiliary Board 
member Nguyen van Loi and some of the Baha'i 
friends. RIGHT: Mr. Faizi is greeted at the Taipei, 
Taiwan internationat airport on the occasion of his visit 
to the National Baha'i Center on NovembeT 1, 1967. 

sea!" 
o friends of God! Experience hath shown how much 

the renouncing of tobacco, wine and opium, giveth 
health, strength and intellectual enjoyments, penetra
tion of judgment and physical vigor .... Therefore 
strive that the greatest cleanliness and sancity. which 
is the great desire of 'Abdul-Baha, should be resplend
ent among the Baha'is, and that the companions of God 
should surpass the rest of mankind in all conditions and 
perfections; that they may be physically and morally 
superior to others; that through cleanliness and purity I 
refinement and health, they may be the chief of wise 
men, and that by their affranchisement, their pru
dence, and the control of their deSires, they may be the 
princes of the pure, the free and the wise. 

Upon you be the glory of EL-ABHA.! 
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World Order Reprints No.1 
A limited reprint of volume I, number 1 of World Order, 
the first issue, is now available at $1.00 each. Please 
order copies from: WORLD ORDER, 112 Linden Ave., Wil
mette, Ill. 60091. 

International Hews Briefs 
New Zealand Baha'is have been securing excellent 

publicity in recent months. A number of newspapers 
have carried reports on the public appearances of Mrs. 
Gertrude Blum, American pioneer who has spent many 
years in the Solomon Islands. She travelled in New 
Zealand following the Intercontinental Conference in 
Australia. 

o 
Another newspaper covered a tree planting ceremony 

held at the Grande Vue Road reserve in Manurewa at 
which the Mayor of Manukau City officiated. This was 
one of the events sponsored by the Baha'is of Manukau 
City and is a part of their Centenary celebration. ThE'! 
unifying aspects of the Baha'i Faith were publicly 
expressed at this time. 

o 
The Newsletter of the Cameroon Republic states that 

on November 16. 1967 National Spiritual Assembly 
secretary Mrs. Mughrabi and Mrs. William Maxwell. 
recent pioneer to Mrica from the United States, began 
a week's visit to the Spanish Territories of Fernando 
Poo and Rio Muni. They met with Baha'is in Santa 
Isabel and spent the weekend with the friends in Bata. 
Two meetings with seekers were held in Bata as well as 
consultation with the Local Spiritual Assembly. Pioneer 
Joseph Pamo~ reported an invitation to participate in the 
Reunification Day celebrations at the Cameroonian 
Consulate. The Consul, who is himself studying the 
Baha'i Faith, invited Mr. Pamo to speak on the Faith 
at that gathering. 

o 
In Santa Isabel, pioneer Hassey Ime's visa was ex

tended for an additional six months and valuable foun
dations were laid for the eventual registration of the 
Faith throughout Equatorial Guinea, again with the 
help of the Cameroonian Consulate. The number of 
Bahi!is now in Fernando Poo is estimated to be at 
least twenty_ 

o 
The Baha'is of Victoria, Seychelles Islands, in the 

Indian Ocean, attracted sixty guests to a meeting at the 
Baha!i Center to mark the 150th anniversary of the 
birth of Haha 'u'l1ah. Radio Seychelles also played a 
taped Bah" 'j program which brought forth the follow
ing comment from a listener: "This program was 
wonderful, quite out of the ordinary thing we are 
hearing these days!" The Seychelles Baha'is have been 
given an additional goal, that of forming five more 
local assemblies to make a total of ten. 

, ............ -. 
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Baha'i Publishing Trust 
General Catalog Available for Students of Faith 

In addition to the complete catalog available to all 
Baha'i communities and individuals, the Baha'i Pub
lishing Trust of the U.S. has issued a geneTa~ edition of 
the catalog. This edition includes all of the books in the 
first half of the catalog, but does not contain listing of 
pamphlets, study guides, administrative aids and other 
items of interest to Baha?is only. 

This, in addition to the illustrated folder (self-mail. 
er), Literature of the Baha'i Faith, listed on page 25 of 
the complete catalog, enables Baha'is to assist serious 
students of the Baha'i Teachings in further research 
and in gaining information on the source of Baha'! 
boo~s. The small brochure should be made readily 
avaIlable to all inquirers at public' meetings and fire
sides j and the general edition of the catalog itself 
should be considered for presenting to more serious 
students. Each one should be stamped with name and 
address for securing Baha'i books and information 
locally. Please order as Baha'i Catalog, General Edi~ 
tion (through your local librarian when possible), 
10 copies (minimum quantity) .................... $1.00 

o 
About fifty Baha'is and friends attended the Human 

Rights Day observance at the Baha'i Cultural Center in 
Panama City. Republic of Panama, to hear Dr, George 
Westerman deliver an address on "The Significance of 
Human Rights," Following the talk there was a Baha'i 
workshop dealing with the theme "Human Rights De. 
velopment. H 

First Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Albany, Cali
fornia formed RU;lvan, 1967. Left to right: seated, Mrs. 
Milagros Baler, Mrs. Linda Brown, Mrs. Patricia Pei
kari (secretary), Mrs. Betty Cook (recording secre
tary). Standing: Mr. Herbert Baler (chairman), Mr. 
Richard Todhunter, Miss Monireh Labib, Mr. BehrotLZ 
PeikaTi (Vice Chairman), Mr. Arthur Deuberry (trea. 
surer). 

BAHA'i NEWS is published for circulation among Baba'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States, as a news 
organ reporting current activities of the Baha'i world community. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee, Managing Editor; Mrs.· Euince 
Braun, International Editor; Miss Charlotte Linfoot, National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C, Parmelee. 

Change of address sbould be reported directly to National Baha.'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, Dlinois, U.S.A. 60091. 
Cbanges received. by the 15th of the month will take effect in the next month's mailing. 
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Ga".den in front oj the Mansion at Bahji near 'Akka, where Bahd'u'Hah lived during the last 
years of His life. 
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Hand of the Cause Mr. Faizi 
in California 

Baha'is in California had the great joy of meeting 
with Hand of the Cause Mr. A. Q. Faizi when he 
stopped there on his way across the United States from 
Asia. He spent the evenings of December 4tht 5th, and 
6th in Los Angeles where over three hundred and fifty 
believers came each evening to hear him explain The 
Hidden WOTds, ouUine the Baha'i way of bringing up 
children, and speak of Prophets of past eras. Each 
session was followed by an enlightening question and 
answer period, and this dear and radiant Hand of the 
Cause brought new meaning to the phrase "Rejoice 
with the joy of your own heart." In his words and 
manner he showed the friends the importance of true 
happiness. 

Mr. Faizi's visit marked the Jast time the Los An
geles commWlity met in its old center. Friends who had 
belonged to the community years ago, when it wa::s first 
purchased, were present to serve as hosts for the happy 
occasion. 

San Francisco and surrounding areas of northern 
California were privileged to entertain Mr. Faizi 
December 7 and 8 in San Francisco. During his short 
stay he spoke on three separate occasions to the Ba
ha'is only. His first talk was given on the afternoon of 
December 7 at the newly acquired San Francisco 
Baha'i Center to an audience of approximately 120 
Baha'is. He spoke on The Hidden Words. That evening 
he gave his second talk, on Baha'i Education, at the 
San Francisco Hotel to an estimated 230 beHevers. The 
next evening, shortly before he was to leave for Wil
mette, he spoke again at the San Francisco Center on 
The Kitab-i-Iqan. 

The friends expressed gratitude for the bounty of 
hearing and meeting this dedicated Hand of the Cause 
who, with his fund of lmowledge, enhanced by stories of 
the early days of the Faith. brought to each a clearer 
vision of the meaning and implications of this Faith of 
God for today. 

-.- ..... _.> 
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Hand of the Ca use 
Paul Haney Visits London 

After the Frankfurt Conference Mr. Haney visited the 
Scandinavian countries and then came to London, ar
riving late on Monday afternoon, October 16th, and 
staying two nights in the Ha~fratuJI-Quds. His program 
in Europe had been a full one and he had many 
engagements in London, but when he met and spoke to 
more than seventy Baha'is in the Ha~iratutl-Quds on 
the Tuesday evening, he brought to the meeting a 
buoyancy of spirit and a great love that refreshed and 
strengthened everyone there. He went back to the 
Continent on Wednesday morning, visiting Brussels and 
Paris en route to Spain and Portugal, and then went to 
Italy and the Mediterranean before returning to Haifa. 

Hand of the Cause Mr. Faizi addresses the friends -in Los 
Angeles. 

Fa"" w,'th -me 01 the friends a.ttending one of his tatks in San Francisco. The pictuTe" tva .. taken in front Rand of the Cause Mr. -. ...... 
of the Bahci'f Center. 
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3 

ThiTd National Youth School held in Murda. Spain December 24-26.1967. SetMnty-jouf' friends 
from .rixteen different communities 4ttended~ -In addition to the CLuB sesswns, unity banq'Ue~. 
con.sultation periods and social meetings wen held, stimulating the youth to greater paTtici.pa.-

tton in the Fatth. 

Board T earn Conference 
Brings Light and Understanding 

The joy of fellowship with other believers together 
with a heightened sense of the responsibility resting on 
the shoulders of each Baha'i marked the Auxiliary 
Board Team Conference held in San Francisco Decem
ber 2 and 3, 1967. 

Over 425 believers t gathered for the four sessions at 
the Sheraton Palace Hotel, heard Hand of the Cause 
Zikru'llit.h Khadem, members of his Auxiliary Board, 
and other speakers explain the unique responsibility 
which the Baha'is of today bear for the future of 
mankind. To meet this tremendous challenge each 
individual must deepen his knowledge and understand
ing of the Faith, of the teachings of the Master and the 
Guardian, and must strive to be a living example of 
these. The obligations which each believer accepts 
upon joining the Faith were stressed and the impor
tance of bringing the Faith to the American Indians 
was told. 

In addition to Mr. Khadem, speakers included: Ches
ter Kahn, Anthony Lease, Mrs. Florence Mayberry, all 
members of his Auxiliary Board; Hooper Dunbar, Aux· 
iIiary Board member from Argentina; and Dwight 
Allen, member of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the United States. 

After the conference there was a well-attended public 
meeting at which Mrs. Mayberry and Mr. Dunbar 
spoke, telling of the influence of the Prophets of the 
past and of BahiL'u'llah's Revelation, and relating some 
of the experiences of one who brought the Faith to 
Latin America. 

It was the expressed feeling of many who attended 
the sessions that this conference, both uplifting and 
humbling, was a great blessing to aU who came and 
that it helped immeasurably in deepening their faith 
and enabling them to serve Him better. 

Baha'i Participation in Westminster Abbey Observance 
For the first time the Words of BahA'u'llah were read 

in Westminster Abbey, London, on December 9, the eve 
of Human Rights day. The Dean of Westminster led the 
congregation in periods of meditation following each of 
the readings from the scriptures of the revealed reli
gions of the world - Hindu, Moslem, Buddhist, Zoroas
trian, Christian, as well as from the Baha'i Faith. It 
was a solemn and historic moment when Richard 
Backwell gave a three-minute reading from the Writ
ings of Baha'u'llah. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of the British Isles 
has written: " ... Queen Victoria, like other English 
monarchs. was crowned in Westminster Abbey, and it 
was a bounty from Baha'u'llith that His Words were 
read there at the beginning of the Proclamation pe
riod. P) 

Baha".Briefe Sent to 43,000 
Gennan Schools and Colleges 
Baoo'i-Briefe is a magazine published in Germany in 
the German language for Baha'is and for the public, 
with articles on the events and activities of the Baha'i 
World Community and on subjects related to the Baha'i 
teachings. A recent issue commemorating the Procla
mation of Baha'u'llah was sent to 43,000 schools and 
colleges throughout Western Germany with a covering 
letter from the National Spiritual Assembly. The Swiss 
National Spiritual Assembly also sent out 6,000 copies of 
the same issue. This is the highest circulation given so 
far to a Baha'i publication in the German language. 
Among other features this issue (October, 1967) carried 
an interesting, profusely illustrated article entitled 100 
Jahre Baha'i-Religion. 

The magazine is attractively printed and German
speaking friends in other cOWltries may well wish to 
subscribe to this journal and to give gift subscriptions 
to their friends. The subscription rate for this q':larterly 
is $1.00 per year. It is to be ordered from Baha'i Verlag 
GMBH, Weslendslrasse 24, Frankfurt am Main, 6, Ger
many. 



4 

IRAN 

u. s. s. 
......... 

AFGHANISTAN 
S;in<~acu; 
• .. ~~ 

New· 
Delhi 

NARCH 1961 

o Gwalior 

INDIA 

• 

Above map .show.s looatiom 0/ Kashmir and Sikkim. mentioned in accompanying stories. 
SmaH inset map at upper right shows Ma14l1ri4 in relation to suM"otmding aTe-aB. 

A Visit to Sikkim In the High Himalayas • 

The tiny state of Sikkim flashed into focus on the 
Baha ti map in Ri4-vim, 1967, when the Universal House 
of Justice announced the formation of its first National 
Spiritual Assembly. Situated in the Himalayan moun· 
tains, this little independent country is surrounded by 
Bhutan on the east, Nepal on the west, India to the 
south and the mysteriou s land of Tibet to the north. Not 
readily accessible at the best of times? its strategic 
position on the uneasy border between India and China 
makes it even more difficult to reach in these troubled 
days. 

Nonetheless, the Faith of Baha'u'llcih has been slowly 
accepted by its people and today there are approxi
mately 3,000 believers and forty-eight local spiritual 
assemblies, whose delegates elected their National 

Spiritual Assembly this year at the capital city of 
Gangtok_ The Convention was honored by the presence 
of Hand of the Cause 'Amalu'I-Baha Ru!:>iYYlh Khanum. 

Quite by chance, through the kindness and hospitality 
of the Political Officer and his wife, I was able to stop 
over at Sikkim enroute to the Intercontinental Confer
ence in Delhi. Through uncertainties of dales and 
events it had not been possibile to make any prior 
contact with the Baha'is, and for the first few days I 
searched in vain in Gangtok for a trace of the elusive 
3,000. Everyone had heard of the Baha'i Faith. They 
recalled Ru1).iyyih Khanum's visit, but beyond that no 
one knew where the Baha'is were t 

Eventually Mr. Kedarnath Pradhan, the secretary of 
the National Spiritual Assembly, was contacted and I 
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was able to visit Pakyong? a village about seventeen 
miles from Gangtok and the heart of Baha'i activity. 
The road wound through spectacular scenery with 
rugged mountains and plunging precipices on either 
side, often becoming a narrowJ muddy track as it 
crossed over streams and boulders in its path. In a 
particularly beautiful site on the banks of a river lay a 
sprawling Tibetan refugee camp where several hun
dred Tibetans who had escaped from their war-torn 
country were being helped to build new lives. I was told 
later that plans have been made to take the Faith to 
these people. 

During the journey I discovered that the taxi driver's 
own sister and brother were Baha'is. He himself was 
not, and gave a sheepish smile' when I inquired the 
reason. Here and there along the way he pointed out 
places where Baha'is lived ,and worked. Eventually he 
stopped at a crowded, colorful terraced market place 
teeming with village folk who had come to shop at the 
weekly bazaar. I thought that perhaps he expected me 
to do some sightseeing here, but it turned out that the 
Baha'i Center? home of Mr. Pradhan. was right in the 
heart of this place. 

The chairman of the National Spiritual Assembly. 
Mr. Penchogyalpo, a landowner and prominent citizen 
of Pakyong, had been a high priest in a Buddhist 
temple and his father before him had been a head 
priest. About five years ago he accepted Baha'u'llah as 
the Maiteya Buddha but said that he still attended 
temple services, chiefly to explain to the other priests 
the teachings and significance of the Baha'i Faith. 
Among the friends present were a number of local 
spiritual assembly members from different localities 
and also a young Sikkimese girl. Nimkit Richards, who 
came from a Catholic family and was now teaching in 

Malaysian Baha'is Proclaim Faith 
~' ... and in the wilderness, the mountain, the vaUey, 

the forests, the prairies and the seas, be Thou their 
confidant, so that they may cry out through the power 
Of the Kingdom and the bTeath of the Holy Spirit ... " 

'Abdu'l-Baha 

The tourist coach rumbled and rattled through the 
wilderness, the forests and mountains of northern India 
to the beautiful valley of Kashmir, carrying among its 
passengers a happy group of Malaysian Baha'is who 
were overflowing with the spirit of the Intercontinental 
Conference at New Delhi. Thus inspired they poured 
out the Baha'i message to their fellow travelers through 
song and words and prayers which took on new mean
ing in the majesty of the mountains and the valleys, 

With Tony Fernandez as team leader, thirteen friends 
from Malaysia and Singapore, including Auxiliary 
Board member Leong Tat Chee, made up the Baha'i 
delegation that visited Kashmir and offered their ser
vices in the proclamation program of the capital city of 
Srinagar. The original Indian plan for this area had 
been called off because of political tensions, so this 
Malaysian tour was very warmly welcomed by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of India. 

The group was certainly a mixed one - men and 
women, old and young, of Chinese and Indian racial 

s 

a Baha'i village school. She was the only one in her 
family who hecame a Baha'i. One fact which struck me 
was that in many families only some members were 
believers, while others were still investigating. They 
had obviously not accepted the Faith lightly. There are 
three Baha'i schools in the villages and ten students 
from Sikkim are at present' studying at the Rabbani 
Institute in Gwalior. 

Walking through the teeming bazaar I was greeted 
by many "Allah-u-Ahha's" as different stall holders 
and shoppers were introduced as Baha'is. Many of 
them mentioned the visit of Rul:tiyyih Khanum, which 
was a treasured memory. 'Amatu'l-Baha has described 
the people of Sikkim as "precious gems, radiant and 
joyous." Mr. Pradhan informed me that the estimated 
figure of 3,000 believers was a conservative one, as 
members had increased· since this figure was reported. 

How had all this activity taken place in such an 
inaccessible country? "Through Baha'u'llah's bless
ing," was the simple reply. On further inquiry it turned 
out that the first believer had been Pradhan himself, 
and that he had accepted the Faith years ago while in 
college in Bombay. Returning to his homeland, he had 
worked persistently and confidently and Baha'u'll£Lh 
has more than blessed his efforts, Today there is a 
small hard core of active friends who have not only 
done tremendous work in Sikkim but have opened up 
the neighboring states of Nepal and Bhutan. 

The Baha'is of Sikkim expressed their gratitude to 
the National Spiritual Assembly of India, which has 
been a generous big brother to this young National 
Spiritual Assembly, supporting many of its projects 
with both financial and pioneering aid. 

-SHANTHA SUNDRAM 

ongms and from Hindu, Buddhist, Sikh, Protestant and 
Catholic backgrounds. Traveling as a Baha'i delega
tion, with their New Delhi Conference badges pinned on 
prominently, their identity was established before even 
a word was spoken. The thousand-odd miles of the trip 
were covered by coach, train and plane with several 
stopovers at crowded terminals, waiting rooms and 
eating places where opportunities for proclamation 
were wide and varied. 

Arriving at Srinagar, they were booked into a house
boat on the River Jhelum, It belonged to a venerable 
gentleman who was the accepted leader of the whole 
lake and river community of Kashmir, Both he and his'· 
son. who was a most able guide throughout the trip? 
shared an extraordinary interest in the teachings and 
the origin of the Baha'i Faith. They asked many reveal
ing questions themselves and listened most attentively 
when the message was given to others. 

For the first few days the delegation was not able to 
contact the local Baha'i community, as most of the 
friends were still away in New Delhi. However, they 
managed to arrange lively firesides with small groups 
of Malaysian students who were studying in colleges in 
Srjnagar. These firesides in the houseboat may perhaps 
have far-reaching results as the interested students 
promised to convey the Baha'i challenge to their col
leagues. 

Mrs, Shantha Sundram writes: 'IKashmir has often 
been called paradise on earth, but though it is difficult 
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Regional Proclamation ConfeTence held October Z'l-2'~ 1967 
at Balui'i Hall, Karachi, Pakistan. 

The Ba~~i.'i assembtll oj K4f'achi. Pakistan was host to A. A. Badii of the AgricultuTal University of M01"ogo1'O and a member of 
the. National Assembly of Tanzania in August of 1967, Guests induded executive engi.neeTS', attorneys. businessmen and iruiustri
aliBtB, doctor,s. press representatives, bankers and university students. Mr. Badii spoke about the TeachingS" of Bohd.'u'Ucih and the 

8piritual victories throughout the world. 

Malaysian Baha'is Proclaim (con.) 

to imagine a more enchanting place ... this 'paradise' 
is hardly peopled by angels: Religious bigotry, fanned 
by political parties, ha~ resulted in a state of tension, 
unimaginable poverty and hardship. As Baha'is, aware 
of the divine solution - so obvious, so simple and so 
perfect - we lost no opportunity to give Baha'u'nah's 
message to everyone we met; and whether they were 
shopkeepers, taxi drivers or guides on mountain ex
peditions, people shared the same eager interest in the 
Faith when they realized that it held the solution to 
Kashmir's particular problems. 

"The climax of our visit was when the owner of the 
houseboat revealed the reason for his particular inter
est in the Faith. It appeared that he had been a close 
friend of one of Kashmir's earliest and most prominent 
Baha'is who had many years ago invited him to accept 
the Faith and assist in its spread. This he refused to do, 
and a few months later the friend died. Now the Baha'i 

Faith had come into his life in quite a different way. 
Here was a living demonstration of the power of 
Bahit'u'lIah's teachings. His interest aroused, he had 
one important question to ask as a Muslim. What had 
Baha.'u'llah to say of the station of MuJ:tammad? The 
answer not only satisfied him, but he could see the 
miracle of prophesy fulfilled, for here in his own house
boat were strangers who had been Buddhists, Hindus 
and Christians, but who as Baha'is had completely 
accepted MuI)ammad as a manifestation of God. As the 
light dawned on him his eyes clouded with tears and he 
promised that he would try to make up for all the lost 
years during which he could have spread the teachings 
of Baha!u'llah. 

"As leader of the river and lake communities stretch
ing from Islamabad to Baramulla, he would be able, 
God willing, to influence eighty thousand people in the 
Kashmir valley. The impact of such a possibility was so 
far-reaching that as Baha'is we could easily envision 
the history of Kashmir being changed!" 

-Malaysian Bahci~i News 
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PIlUttci.p4nts in summer school held in Bukit Tinggi. Sumatra.. IndoMria. De
cembe-r 20 - January 6, 1968. 

Some friends from M en£atD(l.i who visited the 
Indonesian Summe-r School. 

Indonesian Summer School 
Held in lukit Tinggi. Sumatra 

Bukit Tinggi, which in Indonesian means ,jhigh hill," 
has a beautiful cool climate and is situated at a high 
altitude. Fourteen Baha'is from Mentawai. and a num
ber from Java and Sumatra attended the summer 
school there December 2O-J anuary 6, 1968. The friends 
were especially delighted to have some of the Baha'is 
from north of the Mentawai Islands attending. Those 
from the south were not able to catch the boat. Com
muting there is uncertain and sometimes a boat is not 
available for months. 

Pioneer Dr. F. Astani and his family held classes for 
the summer school in their home and graciously aCcom-

modated all present. Courses in history. administration, 
protection and propagation of the Cause were taught. 
Though portions of the talks had to be translated from 
Indonesian into the Mentawai language. nevertheless 
the subjects were thoroughly investigated and studied. 
Four of the friends from Mentawai volunteered to leave 
their villages and go to areas where teachers are 
needed. Considering that they are still young in the 
Faith and that, according to their centuries-old tradi
tion, members of one community do not leave their 
villages and take residence in a new one, this is both 
remarkable and significant. 

Class in session at Indonesian Summer School in Bukit TingQi, Stuna.tra, December lO-Jan· 
ua.'l'y 6, 1968. 
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Proclamation School 

Held in 

Yerrinbool, Australia 

Same of the ethnic gTOtl.p3: -represented at the Yeninbool Bahti~i .school held October 10-14, 
1967 immediately after the Intercontinental ConJerence in S'lldnev. Australia:. RepTE!,sented a.re: 
Austrulian AbOTiginal, New Guinea, New lTe!a:nd.. Cook Istand, Tonga.~ Fiji" BriNk Solomon 11'

lands Indian and English, Maw..ysian and AustTaiian BaM'is. 

The Proclamation school held at Yerrinbool immedi
ately following the Intercontinental Conference in Syd
ney gave the visitors an opportunity to weld all of their 
experiences into a unit of intercommunity participa
tion. 

One hundred friends participated, with an average 
attendance of eighty each day. Twelve nationalities 
were represented and Baha'is from eight Pacific is
lands, pioneers and Board members from Mariana 
ISland, Hawaii. Guam, New Guinea and New Zealand 
joined in never-to-be-forgotten experiences of Baha'i 
community living and learning. 

The highlight of the school was the memorable visit 

Dvnamic Australian Proclamation Initiated 
Australia has been carrying out a systematic and 

vigorous campaign of proclamation in the weeks follow
ing the Intercontinental Conference in Sydney. In New 
South Wales, the Governor. His Excellency Sir Roden 
Cutler, graciously received a presentation of Baha'i 
books and asked several questions. The Premier. lead
er of the opposition, and all members of the legislative 
assembly and council were either presented with books 
or received a special letter with pamphlets. Books were 
provided to the press, radio and TV personnel. The 
State Proclamation Committee insured that every may
or, shire president and council in New South Wales 
received a suitable letter with books or pamphlets. In 
many cases, special meetings were held with mayors, 
town councils. aldermen, shire clerks and other offi
cials, or appointments were made to meet with them 
individually. All of this nas coincided with a number of 
public meetings or addresses given to special groups 
and societies. At the University of New South Wales, 

of Hands of the Cause of God Dr. Ugo Giachery and 
Collis Featherstone and Auxiliary Board members 
Marc Towers, Violet Hoehnke, Thelma Perks and 
Madge F ea therstone. The school attendants were 
thrilled with the address given by Dr. Giachery, and 
the visit of both Dr. and Mrs. Giachery lent much to 
community development in the Antipodes. 

Many of the island friends had their first experience 
with a Baha'i school and their first endeavors to speak: 
publicly with the friends evoked much admiration. The 
bond of fellowship has been greatly enhanced through
out the Australasian area, and the will to achieve the 
goals of the Nine Yea r Plan strengthened. 

Gina and Russ Garcia spoke. as they have at several 
other meetings in Australia. 

Mayor AHends Temple Service 
The mayor and his wife, Alderman and Mrs. Mac

Donald of Kuring-Gai, in New South Wales, accepted an 
invitation to attend a Temple service and also received 
gift books. A reporter attended one of the presentations 
to the mayors of Young and Grenfell which resulted in 
a front page newspaper article. Other cities and towns 
of New South Wales which have been in various procla
mation activities as reported in the January issue of the 
Australian Baha'i BuUetin include: Five Dock, Horns
by, Moruya, Mudgee, Newcastle, Parkes. Randwick, 
Sutherland, Yerrinbool. Young and Canberra. In the 
district of Queensland, the towns of Cairns, Ipswich and 
Townsville have held a number of public meetings. 

The Premier of Victoria, Sir Henry Bolte, cordially 
received a Bahii'i delegation in his office and the gift of 
a Bahi.tJi book, later reported in the newspaper. The 
mayors of Brunswick, Geelong and Prahran in Victoria 
also gave audiences and received books. 

In Tasmania, the La'Wlceston Baha'i Group presented 
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literature to nine councils. A presentation to the mayor 
of Launceston was covered by TV, as was also a film 
presentation of Auxiliary Board member Niu Tuataga 
from Western Samoa in his native costume. 

250 Attend Adelaide Meeting 
The book, The Proclamation oj Baha.'u.'thlh was 

presented to the Premier of South Australia and invita· 
tions and literature were mailed to 250 state parliamen
tarians, the judiciary and other dignitaries. Hand of the 
Cause Collis Featherstone and Niu Tuataga addressed 
an audience of 250 at a meeting at the Adelaide Town 
Hall. Six hundred similar letters were sent to the local 
council, various dignitaries and social groups in Port 
Adelaide where Niu Tuataga spoke at the town hall. 

Murray Bridge, Elizabeth, South Perth, Bunbury, 
Perth, Northern Territory and Darwin have carried out 
similar programs or are in the process of doing so, with 
marked success in meeting with their mayors and other 
officials and in obtaining good press coverage, In 
Northern Territo"'y, Roger Dean, administrator, re
ceived a copy of The Baha'; World Faith. resulting in 
an illustrated article in Northern TerritoTY News. 

The Governor, Sir Douglas Kendrew, and Premier D. 
Brand of Western Australia received copies of Baha'i 
books, and the governor in particular showed a warm 
and appreciative interest. 

Australia is off to a splendid start in its Proclamation 
program! Their success will give added initiative and 
encouragement to other communities. 

Buddhist Monk Becomes Baha'i 
A highlight of the Thai-Malaysian summer school 

held in Songkla. Thailand in August, 1967. was the 
story of the first monk from Thailand to become a 
Baha'i. This was told by Mrs, Fozdar, who presented 
Maha Boon Song to the friends and related the interest
ing steps which led to his giving up the orthodox robes 

BERMUDA 
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, 
of a priest and accepting the modern mantle of an 
active Baha·i. She explained how this learned Buddhist 
monk, who had a degree in philosophy and a wide 
knowledge of comparative religions, first came in con. 
tact with the Faith through Baha'i travelers in Bang
kok who had stayed in his monastery as guests and 
talked to him of Bah"'u'll,,h's message. Maha Boon 
Song continued these discussions at the Baha'i Center 
with Shirin Fozdar, who was most pleased to answer his 
questions. Finding him such a sincere seeker after 
truth, she invited him to teach morality in the Baba'i 
school newly opened at Yasothern in northern Thai
land, Maha Boon Song sought permission from his own 
abbot for this joh. but it was refused. 

By now, M aha Boon Song understood enough of the 
Faith to realize that he would have to give up his 
priesthood if he were to be a follower of the returned 
Buddha. This was no easy decision to make as he had 
been a monk for fourteen years, having entered the 
monastery at the young, impressionable age of thir
teen. He prayed earnestly for guidance and then took 
the bold step that has now earned him a place in the 
Baha'i history of Thailand as the first priest to be thus 
enlightened. 

Thrilled by this story. the friends present asked Maha 
Boon Song to speak. He stood up with great diffidence, 
but once started held his listeners' attention to the last 
word. He spoke in English and, as he went along, 
translated his own talk rapidly into Thai. He explained 
how his greatest difficulty had been to understand the 
HGod theoryH of the Baha'is. The Buddhists of the 
Hinayana sect who dominate Thailand apparently do 
not believe in the existence of God such as we know 
Him. This one factor is normally such a big stumbling 
block for most Buddhists that very few get over it to 
extend their search. Maha Boon Song, however, was 
finally convinced that the "First Cause" referred to in 
Buddhist theology corresponds to this same All·know
ing, Almighty One. 

Bahd'is and their guests at Bermuda Centenary celebration. Several members of the 
Bermuda Esperanto Association attended. 
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Tho.!e who attended the Baha'i Youth COflg1'en in Bolit)ia, January 5-1 at the Nationat BaM', In.atitute, Cochabamba.. Youth rep
reJ:entative! from five Departmentos of the country attended, Right: Chairman and Secretary preside at one of the 8eSaicnu. 

THE FAITH IS RECOGNIZED 

IN BOLIVIA 

MEMORANDUM 

• • llIIlfI.TZJIIO "I< GOIl' .... xO. 
JUIITICl,O. IE 11I_IICJlAOIOlI 

d~ lt67. 

A Q.UlEN CORRESPON:::<A 

LA PE BAHAI es ur.a irultituci~ ~6plritllll,l. 

,,1 Bd .. F .. b<"~["Q dB 19133, med:1am.e R.8.-~e::-o 

1l~6J3, Ll::(lle l:iene po~ obj"to p:romov"~ Ics 

cL6r:.lrum&na. a.s r:::ri"mbros, ilarr.a,<bI Baha'ls, de~ I!"trr<IC<>r laayu.CII., 

~ooperaci6:D y qarlmHR9 pa:ra e1 =pl1m1.enW dOl-su.s ohj"Uvos ! 'Jr parte de 

The above document is a recognition by the Minister of 
Justice and Immigration of Bolivia, recognizing the 
Bahafi Faith as a registered and incorporated religious 
institution. The document reads as foHows: "The Baha'i 
Faith is a spiritual, religious institution1 with incorpora
tion granted February 8, 1963, through the Supreme 
Resolution #119603, which has for its objective t/l.e 
promotion oj TeligiouS'~ spirituat, educational and hu
manitarian ideals and of human cooperation. Its mem
bers, knoum as Baha'is, deserve the hdp, cooperation 
and guarantees for the fulfillment of their objectives 
on the part of the authorities." (Signed) Dr. Fernando 
Costa Arduz, Secretary of Government, Justice and 
Immigration. Copies of th.is document have been issued 
to aU regional teaching committees and fun-time in
structors in the mass teaching aTeas as a guarantee oj 

the safety of th.e teaching work in their areas. 

Youtlt Hold Congress in Bolivia 
Youth in Bolivia are active and seriously interested 

in studying the Faith in preparation for teaching, as 
shown by the recent congress held in Cochabamba in 
early January. This was the fourth annual conference 
of this kind and was well attended by an enthusiastic 
group of youth who came from five different depart
mentos of Bolivia. It is interesting to know that the 
youth group in Sucre, Bolivia is probably the only one 
of its kind in South America, the entire community 
being composed of univerSity students, the oldest one 24 
years of age . 

"BE THOU THEIR CONFIDANT" 
In September, 1967, a group of Baha'i teachers from 

Argentina left for a· teaching journey to some distant 
Indian tribes. The group was made up of Auxiliary 
Board member Hooper Dunbar, Shoa'ufllah Ishraghi, 
Zia'u'l1ah Vojdani, Hushmad Sabeti. Oscar Salazar and 
his two sons, ages three and six, 

After traveling thirty-five kilometers to Batallano f 

where they were well received by the Baha'i friends, 
they met Ramon Lezcano, who had been in this zone for 
about five weeks. The following morning they started 
for Macueta. fifteen kilometers distant. arriving tired 
and with sore feet, for the earth is very rough in that 
zone. The next morning they again set out on foot for 
Campo Largo, twenty kilometers away, where they 
expected to visit the Baha'is of the Chuanca tribe. They 
arrived a little after midday. Aware that a military 
patrol was passing through the area, they presented 
themselves and their documents and were informed 
that they would be detained. There was guerilla move~ 
ment in this zone and the authorities questioned their 
status as religious teachers. They were forced to ac
company the police on foot under armed guard to the 
chief in Acambuco, some forty kilometers climb. After 
walking for seven and a half hours they arrived ex
hausted and the police sent for a doctor to care for 
those who were prostrate with bleeding feet. After 
questioning they were given a place to sleep, still under 
armed guard, and the next morning they returned to 
Pocitos, forty-two kilometers on foot. The children, and 
the adult who was in the worst physical condition, were 
put on mules. In Pocitos, after much questioning by the 
pOlice, they were set free, 
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On 'the jorced march. L. to R.: HoopeT Dunba..,~ gendarme, OSCCLT 
Sal4zat'. Shoa'u'Udh bhraghi (.seated), gendarme, Zia'u'Uah 

Vajdani, Ramon Lezcano. The children are OS-CUT'S, 

The friends reported that as they walked they re
membered the first Baha'is who, to avoid being sepa
rated from Bahit'u'llah, accompanied Him in His exile 
and walked, in the cold of winter, from Tihran to 
Baghdad. They remembered how Baha 'u 'llah suffered 
the bastinado, " ... so that humanity would be freed 
from its captivity ... and all the world attain true 
liberty. " 

The military police had been impressed when they 
saw the spirit of unity and devotion among the Baha'is, 
and some of them asked for literature about the Faith. 

All of this resulted in a proclamation of the principles 
of the Cause to the officers of the national police,. the 
federal police and even the U.S. Embassy. These 
bodies beca me convinced that the Faith and the 
Baha'is who had been detained were fully obedient to 
the government. Another victory was the entrance of 
the first Mataco Indian into the Faith. When put at 
liberty Hooper Dunbar and Sabeti set out for Emhara
cion to visit Sr. Martin Zamora, who had been studying 
the Faith for several months and made his declaration 
during this three-day visit. As the friends know, the 
Mataco tribe was mentioned by Shoghi Effendi as a 
goal of the World Crusade. 

The National Assembly of Argentina states: "We are 
sure that Sr. Zamora will be an outstanding teacher of 
the Faith of the Cause of God and we extend to him a 
warm welcome into the Baha'i world family. We have 
also succeeded in obtaining t with Sr. Zamora's help 
and that of the members of his family, the first transla
tion of a pamphlet into the Mataco dialect. This pam
phlet will soon be printed. It consists of prayers, words 
of Baha'u'llah and general teachings on the Faith. 
These two events will fill the hearts of the Baha'is in all 
parts of the world with joy." 

-Carta Noticiosa of Argentina 

At the last report there are, as of mid January, more 
than fifty Baha'is in the village where Martin Zamora 
came in after the Batallani-Campo Largo trip. Hand of 
the Cause 'Amatu'l-Baha Ru:Qiyyoh Khimum. Hooper 
Dunbar and Ramon Lezcano were at the time in the 
heart of the most primitive area of the Chaco (the 
desert region which is the home of the Mataco tribe). 

~ ................. -

MaTUn Zam01'IJ., the firn M4ta.co BaM'" 
who.re t>nroUment filled « 17041 oj the Nine 

YUT Plan. 

11 

Those who made Ihe fiTst tr4mlation of BaM', litenlture into 
Mataco. accomplishing: a Nine YeaT Plan goat The group is at 

the Zamora home. 

Some of the friends of BataUano with several pionee,.,. Raman 
Lezcano in back TOW, faT left, is now a pioneer among the 

Matacos. 

• 



._, '..... tIAo.. 

12 MARCH 1961 

HUMAN RIGHTS DAY-DECEMBER 10, 1967 
Prelude to International Year for Human Rights-1968 

On December 10, 1967 Baha'is in over 75 communities 
within the United States held commemoration of United 
Nations Human Rights Day. In anticipation of further 
programs to be held during 1968, the Baha'is once again 
demonstrated their wide support for the United Nations 
in its endeavors in the field of Human Rights. 

Study and Di.cussion Group. 

For this commemoration both study groups and pub
lic events were held. About one-third of the communi
ties used the material provided by the Committee for 
the United Nations in their study and discussion of the 
Human Rights Conventions. The study programs them· 
selves were quite varied. In one community in Florida, 
the study group included poetry reading and music 
pertinent to the theme. The Fargo, North Dakota Com
mw:dty used a most effective method for including all 
those attending in the discussion. Cards printed with a 
single article of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights were handed to each person. Following an 
introductory presentation of the subject, each read the 
article on his card and discussed it from his own 
background and point of view. From this a~dience, 
international in representation, a real world vIew was 
presented. Though some study programs were small in 
attendance much publicity was obtained in the local 
papers and on radio stations. Most communities were 
able to include quotations from the Baha'i statement on 
human rights; thus preparing their commtu1ities for the 
programs to follow throughout the next year. 

Public Events 

In addition to these study groups, there was a variety 
of public events reported by the US communities. A 
contest of essays on Human Rights was offered to the 
high-school students in Greenwich, Connecticut. Cash 
prizes were awarded during the celebr.ation on Dece~
ber 10 to highlight their public meetmg. Included m 
many programs were music and poetry. From the 
meeting in Leonardtown, Maryland, in which folk songs 
and prayers were artfully integrated, came reports of a 
program that was both educational and ent7rtaining. 
Other communities reported using films and shdes from 
the United Nations to highlight the subject. In Niagara 
Falls New York a UN film strip On the Universal 
Decl~ration of H~man Rights was shown with a tape 
commentary arranged by the Baha'is. Slides fro~ 
Africa added color and appeal to the program In 

Bakersfield, California. Programs were also made e?
tieing when combined with luncheon buffets, as m 
Geyserville, California, and with a smorgasborg ban
quet, as in Madison, Wisconsin. 

Cooperation WHh Other Group. 

Increased respect for and prestige of many local 
Baha'i communities were gained during Human Rights 

Nancy M ondschein. left, -reads opening pt"411e?" during Human 
Rights Day observance in Rockland County, New YOTk. Panel 
memoers seated :/Tom left to right a.n: Mrs. Kenneth. Henno.~ 
Eth\c(ll Culture Society,· Mbs EUen Pa.rmelee, U,N. Observn
of U.S, Bahd'i Community: Edward Carpenter, Headmute-r 
Harlem Prep School (Baha'i Chainn.a.n); Rev. Robert Grant, 
Pastor Methodist Chu1"'ch, Suffern. New Y01"'k and Joseph Biags, 

Director Rockland County Human Rights Commission, 

Day celebrations. By inviting community leaders to 
their panels and public meetings. Baha'is report being 
brought in touch with important groups. In Phoenix, 
Arizona many were attracted to hear a State--Senator as 
he spoke in the Negro-Spanish section of the city, 
MayoriaL Proclamations were achieved in at least three 
cities: Bakersfield, California; Detroit, Michigan; and 
McLaughlin, South Dakota. Cooperation wlth local 
chapters of the United Nations Association and coordi
nation of plans with other interested groups helped to 
demonstrate the sincere concern of the Baha'i commu
nity in their support of the United Nations. For exam
ple, in Cottonwood, Arizona, the President of the local 
United Nations Association, a teacher who sponsors a 
model UN Assembly in the high-school. and a member 
of the Women's International League for Peace and 
Freedom participated on a paneL In Durham, North 
Carolina the Baha'is cooperated with the Quaker Com
munity in their Human Rights Day celebration and in 
Toledo, OhiO, three professors from the University held 
a panel discussion on the HUman Rights Covenants. 

In other communities, the Baha'is proved to be the 
outstanding citizens in support of UN HR Day, For 
example, in Gallup, New Mexico, through their Human 
Rights Day celebration, the Baha'is have become rec
ognized as the group most active and best informed on 
the United Nations. Also, in Winnebago, Nebraska the 
first meeting in commemoration of the UN to be at
tended by both white and Indian citizens was held by 
the Baha'i community on December 10. Publicity was 

T 
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broad in approach. using not only the local newspapers 
but also the church and community organization news~ 
letters and successive radio announcements. 

Activities of Small Communities 

This year particularly there has also been clear 
evidence that a Baha'i group of any size can demon
strate support for this commemorative day. Three 
Baha'is in Bainbridge Island, WashingtOli held two 
public events in their near-by communities. There was 
a study-class on Saturday evening which was repeated 
with films and discussion the next afternoon, 

The Baha'! Example of Unity 

It is most significant to report what the Baha'is t 

through the quality of their support, have offered to 
their community!s celebrations of Human Rights Day. 
Through these events the Baha'IS, approaching minority 
groups, ha ve been able to broaden the understanding of 
the universality of Human Rights. They have been able 
to more fully exemplify through their fully integrated 
groups, the recognition of the spiritual unity of all 
mankind. To further this approach, the community in 
Pismo Beach, California, contacted the local grass
roots organizations. Many from the minority groups 
were thus attracted to the meeting. And in Miami, 
Florida, the Baha'is gained much publicity from their 
commemorative efforts. Their newly formed theater 
grou.p~ Kalimat Players, presented a dramatic program 
entitled 'Where are You Going: an original program 
including poetry, satire, dance, and music written es
pecially for Human Rights Day.' The program was 
followed by an art exhibit which proved to attract 
many. In the subsequent newspaper publicity the 
Baha'i community was clearly cited as one ful1y inte
grated racially and united with jthe goal of harmony'. 

A heart-warming report came from the Standing 
Rock Indian Reservation.· For the first time on the 
Sioux Reservation, the Mayor of McLaughlin, South 
Dakota, and the Tribal Chairman, both, received and 
signed the Proclamation presented by the Baha'is in 
commemoration of HR Day. Though, once suspicious, 
the Tribal Chief, is now learning the sincerity of the 
Baha'is in their wholehearted support of the unity of all 
mankind. The contribution of the Baha'is in including 
this Indian Group in the nation's celebration of United 
Nations-Human Rights Day is significant to the entire 
world's efforts in this field. 

Through these reports 01 Human Rights Day, 1967, we 
can more fully see the kind of opportunity our celebra
tions during International Year for Human Rights will 
offer. In our support of the United Nations and its 
endeavors in the field of human rights we will be able, 
with approach to the minority groups, and universal 
participation, to demonstrate our concern for the recog
nition of the rights of man, and our firm belief in the 
oneness of the human race. Thus we will not fail to be 
!mown as heralds of the Divine Standard: the spiritual 
unity of mankind. 

-COMMI'l'TEE FOR THE UNITED NATIONS 
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For the Triumph of His Cause 
On October 25, 1967 on the island of St. Helena in the 

.south Atlantic Ocean, the physical life of a courageous 
Baba'i pioneer came to an end. Mrs. Catherine Hux
table with her husband and young son went there from 
Canada in April 1966 and through loving deeds as well 
as in words exerted themselves to awaken people in 
this out-<ll-the-way spot to the Faith of God for this day, 
The Huxtables had pioneered previously in Regina and 
the Gulf islands. Catherine's life was a triumph over 
almost every conceivable difficulty. a lifelong illness 
forcing her to use a wheel chair during most of her 
Baha'i days. 

The island of St. Helena was one of the virgin goals 
named by the beloved Guardian for the Ten Year 
Crusade and during most of the time since then a 
devoted believer has resided there. The loving services 
of those who have worked to establish the Faith there 
enhanced by the example of Catherine's life and death 
wil1 surely bring great results in the future. In writing 
of her passing Mr. Cliff Huxtable states; 

"Catherine is buried high in the center of the island 
overlooking the majestic scenery of St. Helena to the 
South Atlantic beyond. We spoke often of her death. As 
a newcomer and outsider to this insular community I 
expected her funeral to be the loneliest journey of my 
life. Over eighty cards and letters of sympathy poured 
into the house; ranging in source from the Bishop to an 
impoverished leper. Although no one was asked to 
attend, and the burial was during working hours, and I 
refused to comply with the local custom of hiring buses 
for the 'professional' funeral goers, it was the biggest 
funeral procession I had seen since our arrival 19 
months ago. The Governor, clergy, laborers, shop
keepers, school children - all were there. The Gover
nor's wife, the Vicar of Jamestown, our servants, Edu. 
cation officers. and a police constable (members of both 
races) read the Baha'i sacred writings at her graveside. 
All stood deeply moved and silent, through the chill 
wind and rain, until the earth had been replaced. Then 
the people came forward and heaped the entire grave 
with bouquets and wreaths of fresh flowers." 

BE YE GUIDED BY WISDOM 
A Pioneer's Beginning Days 

For an individual pioneer to offer advice to others 
would be presumptuous. From Baha'u'llah Himself 
comes all that is required in the way of dire.ction, and 
guidance for particular instances flows in consultation, 
through the channels of the Administrative Order. 

But there is the sharing of human experience that 
may assist in avoiding heartbreaking misWlderstand
ings and reveal shortcuts through the impossible, to 
save some of that precious time of which Baha'is have 
50 very little to spare. Having found that there is a 
stream of attraction and good will to be tapped among 
the inhabitants of every country by means rather 
different from those used so frequently at home, it 
would be neglectful not to make this available for the 
consideration of the friends, now that so many of the 
Baha'i community are actively pioneering. 
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To Teach the Faith 

To tell people about the Faith in initial stages of 
arrival and settlement - the formal, open approach 
with pamphlet and information about the Faith. saying 
that one has come to their land to settle so as to teach it 
to them. this, even in home front pioneering, can be a 
factor causing periods of alienation between the pioneer 
and his new neighbors that may last as long as he stays 
there; may be restricted to the few, or extended by 
their word-of·mouth to include the population of a whole 
town or locality . 
. . . There is no suggestion here that inquiry about the 
pioneer's religion and any other questions should not be 
replied to, nor under any circumstances anything done 
that might later be wrongly interpreted as a denial of 
faith through silence; but the teaching that is effective 
is the teaching which seekers ask for themselves, 
flowing into the empty spots in their own souls. It will 
stay when it is asked for - or some of it will. If the 
Teachings are pushed on them before the existence of 
some need ... has been ascertained, the potentially 
waiting souls may be driven to further waiting. 

Establi.h Bond. of Unde"tanding 

. . . Everybody up and down the world has his own big 
or little trouble and if we engage in the relief of that 
trouble by kind and sincere interest and inquiry, -by 
asking them about it, and by letting them teU us, at 
whatever length and with whatever repetition they may 
wish, a human reJationship of sympathy between the 
residents and the newcomer is established much more 
quickly and more naturally ... 

If the pioneer goes to a 'foreign' country and quietly 
secures a toehold; quietly stays there observing the life 
of the town, inconspicuously watching for opportunities 
as well as going out to seek them, then the magnet of 
the Faith will start drawing in, not only people akin to 
the Baha'i spirit, but also those very situations and 
opportunities which can be adapted by the pioneer to 
help him in his settlement. But in order to recognize 
this invisible assistance it is most vital to have no 
preconceptions, and to be without fear. 

A great deal of self-disciplining is necessary in order 
to subjugate reason and previous judgments to these 
waftings of the Holy Spirit: all the more 50 as the fruits 
that spring from them so often become apparent only at 
second or even at third remove. The only brand-mark 
to be watched for is the extended hand. 

Any offer of heJp, when it comes, represents an offer 
of help to Baha'u'lhih, insofar as it is extended to His 
pioneer. It should never be lightly refused. even though 
it may take a surprising or unexpected form. Pioneers 
may be offered houses of a quality, or in an area, they 
would never have dreamed of accepting up to that 
time; they may be given openings for work for which 
they seem to lack an qualifications; they may be 
introduced to people of most strange character. Reason 
alone would dictate refusal of the Wlknown. the untried, 
and prudence might suspect the motives of the flam
boyant or over-simple 'character'. This is where the 
waiting and the quiet sympathy come in; the situations 
for which they need to be consciously cultivated in 
advance. 

Wisdom must be constant, but it has been proved a 
thousand times and beyond any doubt whatsoever, that 
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the spirit of the Master's instructions applied in this 
way, and all things accepted for the sake of God, yields 
results that speed progress towards the goal of living 
harmonious association and integration with the people. 
as well as permanent settlement in the new land. And 
no theoretical scheme yields such good results as the 
wise and obsE!rvant response to local reaction, what
ever form it may take, to the pioneer's arrivaL 

Unlock the Gates of the Heart. 

This does not so much involve the pioneer turning in 
upon himself, as living in the light of Baha'u'llah.'s 
explicit promise: 

"Verily, We behold you from Our Realm of glory, and 
shall aid whosoever will arise for the triumph of Our 
Cause with the hosts of the Concourse on high and a 
company of Our favored angels/'(l, 
The pioneers are the beloved of Shoghi Effendi. 

Every event, from the moment a believer can no longer 
contain his desire to go forth, is endowed with added 
sharpness and more vivid potentiality. He is living in 
the light of the Holy Spirit to a degree beyond what was 
possible for him previously, no matter how active in 
local or national teaching and administrative activity . 
As he advances through consultation after consultation, 
through departure and arrival, the tension as well as 
the tempo of his life as well as his Baha'i life will subtly 
increase and this increased spiritual dynamism of 
living can be transferred to the things, and especially 
the people, whom he contacts. This functioning in a 
higher gear carries dangers as well as blessings. 

Our own eagerness and enthusiasm can be al10wed to 
irritate our relationship with our fellow-believers, slow. 
ing up the general work through differing inter
pretations of what is understood by {giving the Mes
sage' - something of which Rul)iyyih Khanum writes 
so brilliantly and wittily in Success in Teaching . ... 

Li9ht Small Fire. First 

AJthough what has been said might be epitomized as 
simply developing a capacity for improvisation, ceu· 
pled with keeping an open mind, it needs repeating 
again and again, that as well as being done in the light 
of the Holy Spirit, the pioneer's activities can only be 
truly effective when he is himself always conscious that 
he is standing, living, and acting - all the time - in 
that Light. 

Yes - the quiet arrival and unobtrusive settlement; 
the gaining of a foothold in the goal territory - whether 
this be a suburb in his own city, a provincial town or 
village, a country where the Faith is already estab
Jished, Or a virgin territory - and then the staying 
there, the staying quiet. This is it. the staying quiet .... 

Any society or human group will continue its nor· 
mal living, before the eyes of the attentive pioneer, if 
he does not ruffie the calm with abrupt interposition of 
himself and of the background he brings with him - a 
background essentially strange, no matter how much 
wisdom and restraint he employs. 

Then - as local life begins to move again, the pi«> 
neer can adjust the length of his stride and jOin in, 
taking up the themes that occupy the people among 
whom chance (that may not be chance) may have cast 
him. 

-
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This is the Standard 
There is no escaping tests and trials. In material life 

any worthwhile accomplishment is extremely difficult. 
In Baha'i life the living of it presents a never ending 
challenge. 'Abdu'l-Baha said, speaking of life in the 
fortress of 'Akka: "without the assistance of the Holy 
Spirit it would have been impossible." 

Pioneering, transfer of permanent residence, and 
staying at the chosen post, is often a seemingly impos· 
sible task. 

uWith men it is impossible, but not with God; for with 
God all things are possible."(2) 
Even reason can be a barrier. The reasonableness, 

the necessity of making good as we go, so ingrained in 
western business tradition, keep many would-be pio
neers on their native soil, laboring at the essential task 
of consolidating and strengthening their local com
munity or home front goal, just as thoughts of securing 
some personal qualification before leaving, as a base 
from which to work for the Faith, can sometimes 
involve months or years of pre-pioneering activities. 

It cannot be too strongly emphasized that all of these 
considerations are matters for the individual believer 
alone to weigh, to examine and to judge; he cannot be 
coerced, even though he has the right to seek advice 
from any Baha'i body with which he consults. 

If One love God 

Just as belief in the religion of God is based funda
mentally upon love alone, so pioneering is the fullest 
expression of that love which our age, the Formative, 
the Iron Age of the Faith, can offer. Love is the 
foundation of service and effort. Wisdom is the channel
er of love and the hoarder of experience. -Reason is as 
a sidesman frequently referred to, but never blindly 
idolized. 

"Be ye guided by wisdom in all your doings,"{3) 
admonishes Baha'u'lUh, implying that action has been 
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initially motivated by love; and it is this love that 
assures the ultimate victory. HShould a man, all alone 
arise in the name of Baha and put on the armor of His 
love, him will the Almighty cause to be victorious, 
though the forces of earth and heaven be arrayed 
against him." (4) ••• 

Take Thou Thy Porlion 

With simpJicity will come certainty. Then the sneak-. 
ing uncertainty of whether one is guided or no. a state 
of mind leading to incapacitating and over-anxious self
concern, will vanish into a carefree detachment enabl
ing one to deal with events as they arise and by the 
means that happen to be then at hand and to live 
empirically rather than by rate or tradition ... 

Then will the pioneer find himself. and the goal 
territory ~ and the people whom he meets; he will find 
the true city in which he is dwelling to pioneer the 
same city as the city he left; symbol of the eternal city, 
the city of the heart. 

He will see that the strangers he meets and the new 
friends he makes are the old friends. the relations and 
the deeply loved that he left behind in his home town. 
The end will have become manifest in the beginning. 
... from the seed of his declaration grew the tree of 
his pioneering service; from the seed of his pioneering 
service grows the tree of a new believer and a new 
center opened to the Cause of God; from that seed there 
will arise the lordly tree of what must become a Local 
House of Justice - giver of Divine light and order to 
that further portion of the human race. 

~Excerpted from "Pioneer Fire" in Baha'i Journal, 
October. 1967, published by National Spiritual Assem
bly of the British Isles. 

1. Gleanings p. 139 
2. Mark 10: 27 
3. Gleanings p. 197 
4. Quoted in The Advent of Divine Justice, p. 47 

Baha~is at th.e Temple site near Managua, Nicaragua November 26~ 1961, celebrating the Da.1I 
of the Covenant. Talks were given on the Covenant and on the purpose at Baha'i Temples. 
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Winter Schools and Institutes 

The enthusiastic reports received of Baha'i wint~r 
schools and institutes indicate that Baha'is and their 
friends welcome the opportunity to gather during the 
holiday season. In addition to the schools which have 
been held for a number of years there are two Ufirsts" 
reported -this year. Winter sessions will undoubtedly 
continue and increase and, as more opportunities are 
offered to the friends to enrich their understanding of 
the Faith and to enjoy the opportunity to be together, 
the results will become evident in growth of the Faith in 
every area. 

"Saha'is Love to Arrive " 

An Account of the Southeastern Bah,,'! Winter School 
Held December 26 - January I, 

at Camp John Hope, Fort Valley, Georgia 
J1Being new to the Faith, having declared only in 

mid·November this was my first experience at a large 
Baha'i gathering. I sat among the early arrivals out
side the auditorium at Camp John Hope and watched 
somewhat in amazement as Baha'is arrived from all 
over. No. Baha'is don't just arrive. Young Baha'is 'roar 
up' in their automobiles and come 'leaping out' with a 
great noise to be greeted by other young arrivals who 
run to them waving and shouting across grass and 
gravel and all meet in a great, warm collision ... (itts 
a wonder anybody survives the greeting). Older 
Baha'is move a little slower, do not collide so hard but 
embrace long missed friends with an equal warmth, 
less spontaneous maybe, but somehow deeper, gladder. 

Haver two hundred people from twenty seven states 
(as far away as Maine and Indiana) and four countries 
(Iran, Colombia, Kenya and Haiti) gathered in the 
piney woods of south central Georgia to hear excellent 
teachers and to have the rare privilege of meeting 
Hand of the Cause, Mr. Tarazu'llah Samandari and 
his son, Dr. Samandari. .. 

"Jane McCants, Auxiliary Board member, spoke 
Wednesday morning on: The need of assurance. Baha'is 
must come forward now, bringing to the world the one 
spiritual reality. No one can bring the Cause unless he 
first believes in the power of his own prayer as well as 
others. We have the responsibility to convince unbe
lieving man that he does have spirituality, for man left 
to himself is base selfish, brutal and indifferent ... 

"Mr. A. Kala~tar then spoke of the necessity of 
immersing oneself totally in the teachings of 
Baha 'u 'Ilah or the power of Baht. 'u'IIa.h will not mani
fest itself in one's work. William Hatcher outlined the 
various tenets and rituals which early Christianity 
adopted from various pagan religions, namely Mit~lra
ism, Dr. Peter Khan explained in what ways Amencan 
Baha'is are the spiritual descendants of the Dawn
Breakers ... 

" ... On Friday morning Mr. Samandari arrived and 
all note taking (for this reporter) came to an end. 
Somehow what he brings does not go down On paper 
very well. .. 'Mr. Samandari brings the Holy Spirit and 
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you can't put that down on paper, can you?' ... He 
emphasized the importance of schools and of deepening 
ourselves in knowledge and spirituality. He pointed out 
how Baha'u'Hah Himself went out into the countryside 
to teach the Faith of the Bab. Afterwards the friends 
approached Mr. Samandari and to all he gave a hearty 
embrace, making one wonder at his ninety-three years. 
But that evening the long, hard years he has spent 
furthering the Cause of Bahil'u'llah were vividly 
brought home, for he was unable to rise from his bed to 
address us. Dr. Samandari talked instead and this too 
was a rare treat. . . 

UIf any doubt remained among us as to whether the 
Holy Spirit of God was working through Mr. Samandari 
it was devastated Saturday morning ... when he stood 
for well over two hours addressing the assembly. his 
voice booming to the far reaches of the auditorium. He 
was the only speaker definitely not needing a micro
phone. He ... noted the important contributions youth 
have made to the establishment of the Baha'i Faith, the 
youthful age of the Babe ... and of the majority of the 
early followers. And he stated that youth have much to 
contribute today .... He told how youth are the first to 
feel changes, and were the first to be won over to the 
Faith. 

". . . It was emphasized that the time is rapidly 
running out and that the need ... for pioneering is 
NOW. 

"Partings are the saddest, the last meal may well be 
salted with one's own tears, but there is so much to do 
and we have been entrusted with the responsibility to 
carry the brunt of the load in this age. 

. and they hate to leave ... But if we spread the 
Faith far enough and deep enough we will never have 
to le~ve." 

-EDWARD DAVIS 
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At the Pennsylvania Winter Institute. 

Second Pennsylvania Winter Institute 
Brings Innovations 

One hundred sixty Baha'is and their friends attended 
the second Pennsylvania Baha'i Winter Institute held at 
YMCA Camp Hilltop, near Downingtown, Pennsylva~ 
nia, from Thursday evening, December 28, through 
noon Monday, January 1. In addition to those from 
Pennsylvania and surrounding States, participants 
came from as far as Georgia. Kansas, and Massachu
setts. 

A full range of classes was offered for each age 
group. Adult classes included those conducted by Auxil
iary Board members Mrs. Jane McCants, "Arming for 
Assurance," and Dr. WilJiam Tucker, "Faith in Ac
tion." Also, James Keene, of Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
spoke each day on proclamation, ~'The Creative Com
munity Proclaims Justice." Sally Sanor, of Maryland, 
spoke on "The Development of the World Center," and 
Helen Underhill, of Philadelphia, conducted an inspir
ing workshop on HCreative Speech." 

Varied Program for Youth and Children 
Classes for Youth, ages 13-18, were "Baha'i Moral

ity," conducted by Mary Kaye Radpour of Baltimore 
County, Maryland, HSocial Crisis in The Advent of 
Divine Justice," conducted by Eric Byrd of Baltimore, 
and 'iAdolescent Psychvlogy and Personality Develop
ment," by Dr. Sam Woodard of Philadelphia. 

The children's program was particularly successful. 
In addition to a play written by Elizabeth Hadden and 
presented by the 10-12 age group and a puppet show 
written by the 6·9 year aIds, the two groups of children 
had their own supervised activities and classes running 
from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Since the teachers of these 
classes were assigned for no more than one hour each 
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C!.a.ss sessions at PennS1llvania. Institute 

day, they were also able to attend most of the adult 
classes. and the children benefited from the variety of 
approaches. Each group had a member of the sponsor
ing Pennsylvania Goals Committee as a coordinator 
who was responsible for continuity. 

Special Workshop. and Evening Program. 
Another innovation of this year's institute was a 

series of one-hour workshops on subjects ranging from 
"The Baha!i Family" and i'A Survey of Baha'i Materi
als for Children" to "How to Make a Poster." Institute 
participants could choose one of two or three of these 
workshops for one period each day. Special evening 
programs included presentations on pioneering. Sam 
Lynch, American pioneer to Togo who was in the U.S. 
for a brief time, showed slides of Africa. Ben Schreib
man, a former Pennsylvanian who has pioneered both 
in Europe and in the Caribbean, also gave a talk. on 
pioneering. 

Winter School Inaugurated 
in the Southwest 

The first Southwestern Baha'i Winter School was held 
December 26 through 30 at the Lake Bridgeport Meth
odist Camp near Bridgeport, Texas. The forty-three 
people who attended appreciated the spiritual atmo
sphere set by class leaders and it was felt that this first 
Winter School in the area filled a vital need. 

Winston Evans spoke on "Arming for Assurance" 
using as references «American Baha'is in Time of 
World Peril"; and the 1966 and 1967 Ric;lvim messages 
from the Universal House of Justice. A course on 
Gleanings from the Writings of Bah4'u'lldh presented 
by Eileen Norman was also well received by all the 
students. There were classes for youth On The World 
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Order of Bahci~u'llah conducted by Mrs. Allene Squires 
which led to discussions lasting far beyond the assigned 
class time, A second class for youth on the social 
issues that must be faced by Baha'i youth was directed 
by Mr. Harry Craig. In the evening Mr. Orval Minney 
talked on "The New Race of Man" based on the book 
by 'Abdul'-Bahci, The Secret of Divine Civilization. Five 
weeks of study were condensed by Mr. Minney into 
three hours of class to the intense interest of all who 
were present. 

Well-p"1anned children's classes made the session a 
happy experience for the youngsters who came. 

As so often happens at Baha'i schools, there was a 
declaration on the closing day. All who participated 
expressed the wish that these sessions 'may be repeated 
and grow, 

Davison Winter Session 
Includes Institute 

The Winter session at Davison Baha'i SChool, Davi
son, Michigan opened on December 23 with a stimulat
ing three-day institute on Public Information conducted 
by Mr. Salvatore Pelle and Mrs. Natalie DiBuono. 
Designed to emphasize the importance 01 reaching the 
masses during the coming period of proclamation the 
program, prepared with great care and diligence, in· 
eluded beautiful displays of poster arrangements and 
photograph groupings used in recent proclamation pro
grams and gave new ideas for utilizing the media of 
television. radio and newspapers, Also offered were: a 
unique slide presentation and new tapes for broadcast
ing of world news featuring well-known recording art· 
isis Singing songs that are related to the peace program 
of the Baha'is, 

The spirit built up at the institute carried over in the 
remaining sessions which lasted through December 3l. 
The classes were most ably conducted by: Mrs. Ona 
Koppe, Miss Bahia Deloomey, James Keene, Richard 
Thomas and Gerrold Bagley. Auxiliary Board member 
Mrs. Beth McKenty gave a moving course of lectures 
on "Baha'u'lhlh". She also spoke on two evenings. 
giving an introduction to the Faith as well as glimpses 
of her recent trips to Uganda for the Intercontinental 
Conference and to Iran. There was one declaration at 
the School, touchingly received by Mrs. McKenty. 

Some of the evenings were given to accounts and 
stories of early American believers, told by those who 
had done special research in the library. The youth who 
were well represented offered spontaneous singing that 
was especially beautiful because of the musical talents 
and professional training which several of them had. 

The whole happy session was blessed with a tremen
dous spirit of love and unity and it was with reluctance 
that the friends departed, 

First Northwest Baha'i Winter 
Institute is Judged a Success 

Almost forty young people from fifteen communities 
participated in the first Northwest Baha'i Winter Insti
tute held December 29 to January 1 at Salmon Le Sac, 
Washington. The Institute, sponsored by the Northwest 
Summer-Winter School Committee, was a happy occa
sion at which there was excellent participation in the 
classes and despite the necessity to "rough it" (a he-avy 
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Da.vi.ron Wintft" Se&rion 

First Northwest Baha'i Institute tOT youth held at Salmon Le 
Sac, Washington. 

freeze made running water unavailable), people gave 
praise and favorable comment on the program. 

Mrs. Helen Wilks, Auxiliary Board member in Africa. 
who was in the Northwest on a visit, gave, on the first 
evening, a very inspirational talk on teaching. This set 
the tone for the whole Conference and provided the 
ideal basis for the classes which came later. The 
general theme was "How Youth Can Live the Life and 
Teach Their Contemporaries" and in exploring this 
very important subject Mrs. AIda Spell skillfully led 
discussions on the problems which face youth today. 

A highlight was the declaration by one youth, a 
declaration which was especially significant for Mrs. 
Wilks as the declarant was her great granddaughter. 

Sled and toboggan rides, hikes in the ~now along 
scenic mountain trails and song fests around the huge 
fireplace in the lodge brought comments from the youth 
that there was a good balance between recreation and 
study at this Baha'i gathering. 

-
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- Bessie Neill Photo 

Staff Jot the winter session at Gel/set-viHe, CaHjornia, held in 
Decembn. Left to right: David Barlll, Sumn BaTal, Richard 
Meier, Ellen McAmster, Beatrice Morgan, Margaret BTankamp, 

Patrick Conway. 

-Bessie Neill Photo 

Walter Brown from Pleasanton with a group of Job Co-rps 
trainees who attended the winte1" session at Geyserville. For 

many 0/ them it was the first visit to a. Baha'i school. 
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News from Geyserville 

Thanksgiving Weekend Sessions 

The San Francisco Youth Committee sponsored an 
experimental weekend at the school during the Thanks
giving holiday with adults and youth participating 
together in classes and activities. 

The first class, given on Friday night, covered the 
message to youth from the Universal House of Justice. 
Saturday's sessions included discussions of Baha'i atti. 
tudes on current problems, and the Covenant. In the 
evening the Covenant was commemorated and the final 
class on Sunday morning was on The Tablets of the 
Divine Plan. 

There was time for social activities, too, with a party 
on Saturday evening. The success of the weekend, which 
brought over 130 people to the school has stimulated 
plans to make the Thanksgiving session at Geyserville 
an annual event. 

'" Had t~e lest Time Ever" 

With beautiful weather and an ample number of 
students, (over 100) the 1967 Winter Session dealt with 
many growing problems and developed spirit and ma
turity as shown in the various actions and conscientious 
attempts to solve problems in the Baha'i way. There 
were special sessions for youth, as well as children and 
in addition to the Baha'i COurses of study there was an 
art class, attended by tots and adults alike. The teach
ing and training of pioneers is coming to be seen as a 
prime purpose of Geyserville, and the staff at the 
Winter Session included two (David and Susan B:aral) 
who have pioneered in South America and one (Rich
ard Meier) who is pioneering on the Winnebago Indian 
Reservation. 

An excellent writeup with pictures was carried in the 
Geyserville Press for Jan. 4, 1968. It told about the 
people who attended and of their pioneering activities 
for the Faith. 

DT. F'fed LiUman conducting a m01'ning class fOT youth and adults at the Thanksgiving Institute at Geyserville, California. 

--
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News a .. iefs 
New Zealand newspapers have been running a num

ber of feature stories on Baha'is from outside of the 
country living in New Zealand. The most recent articles 
concerned Mrs. Edith Danielsen, pioneer from the 
United States, and Miss Tahereh Vatanparast, the only 
Persian girl in the whole of New Zealand. Their activity 
as Baha'is was mentioned in both cases, 

o 
The first newspaper mention of the Baha'i Faith in 

Greece occurred on October 27, 1967, in the Athens News, 
a daily r mentioning the forthcoming international Baha'i 
convention in Haifa, April, 1968. 

o 
The Royal Commonwealth Society Hall in London 

was the scene of the largest gathering ever of British 
Baha'is, with over 500 assembled September 30 to give 
the Proclamation program of the British Isles a thrill
ing start. In addition to inspiring talks and a concert of 
musical numbers, the friends were privileged to view a 
fragment of the actual handwriting of Baha'u'llah, 
presented by Hand of the Cause of God John Ferraby. 
An unexpected joy was a brief visit from Hand of the 
Cause lara~u'llah Samandari enroute to the Confer-
ence in Chicago. 

o 
The most exciting project underway in Penang, 

Malaysia is the formation of a Baha'i Society at the 
Malayan Teachers College. One active student, Tan 
Keat F9ng, has been responsible for creating an inter
est among his colleagues and the Penang Baha'is have 
enthusiastically held firesides and meetings at the col
lege. 

Balla'is in file News 
Kuching. Sarawak, has had some recent publicity. 

For five consecutive days The Vanguard, Sarawak's 
leading newspaper, published in serial form an inter
esting account of the history, teachings and aims of the 
Faith. The feature, under the title "Baha'i World 
Faith," has been responsible for an increase in Fireside 
attendance at the Center in Kuching. 

o 
A full page of articles on the Faith has appeared in 

The Southern Courier for January 13-14, 1968. This is a 
weekly published jn Montgomery, Alabama and circu
lated throughout the State. It includes a picture of 
'Abdu'I.Baha, one of the Baha'i House of Worship in 
Wilmette and a photo of a group holding a fireside in 
Montgomery. There are three excellent articles, written 
by a reporter who became interested, attended a 
number of meetings and read extensively about the 
Faith. The three articles on "The Story of the Baha'is" 
are titled: "'You Learn to Love People Instead of 
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Dr. a.nd Mrs. David Ruhe af Wilmette, lUinolr ubit ,M.,.s. Dcwa 
Bray (center) of Pasadena, California:. An active believft' at 
the age of 100 Mrs. Bmy b also achieving fame G.! a painte-r. 

Hating Them' ": "New Religion Survived in Spite of 
Persecution" and ·'Teachings of Baba'u'lllih Stress Ra
cial Equality." Thi.s publicity has already led to inquire
ies about the Faith. 

o 
A Baha'i artist now living in Pasadena, California, 

Mrs. Dora Bray has won acclaim in the press for her 
paintings and for the scholarship to paint which she, 
now at the age of 100. 'has received. The scholarship 
was awarded by the Famous Schools in Westport, Con
necticut. The accounts of her in local papers mention 
the fact that she is an active and devoted Baha'i and 
that her Faith is Uthe one thing she takes seriously." 

o 
The recent passing of Lummi Indian Chief Joseph R. 

Hillaire, Baha'i of Bainbridge Island, Washington, was 
reported extensively in local papers, including refer· 
ence to his membership in the Baha'i Faith. He was 
famous for his beautiful carving of totem poles, being 
best known for the 31 foot pole he carved for Seattle's 
Japanese sister city, Kobe, and the 33 foot pole he 
carved for the Seattle World's Fair. Mr. Hillaire was 
active in the Baha'i Faith, serving as a member of the 
local Spiritual Assembly. 

o 

CORRECTION 
The photo at the bottom of page 7 of BAHA'i NEWS 

for December 1967 shows Celestina Sima Euan standing 
before the microphone. Mr. Euan is from Muna, Yuca
tan and was one of the two Mayan representatives from 
Mexico to the Conference in Panama. He was errone
ously identified in the December issue as Alberto Perez, 
blind Indian teacher. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States, as a news 
organ reporting current activities ot the Baha'i world community. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annuaUy appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee, Managing Editor; Mrs. Eunice 
Braun, International Editor; Miss Charlotte Linfoot, National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Pannelee. 

Change ot address should be reported djrectly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. Illinois, U.S.A. 60091. 
Changes received by the 15th of the month will take effect in the next month's mailing. 
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HAND OF THE CAUSE SAMANDARi SHARES HIS LEGACY 

«Mine eyes have seen the gloTY of the coming of the 
Lord" are the words Julia Ward Howe was inspired to 
write while in Washington, D. C. in December 1861. 
Through the bountiful favor of The Universal House of 
Justice and the Hands of the Cause of God in the 
Western Hemisphere, the North American Continent 
has been blessed with the presence of One whose eyes 
have indeed seen the Glory and beheld the countenance 
of the Lord. Baha'u'llah. From one coast to another, 
Hand of the Cause l'ara~ullah Samandari, who was in 
the presence of the Blessed Beauty, ceaselessly trav
eled for four months, with only one forced respite 
during a period of illness in Los Angeles, climaxing his 
tour with a momentous visit in Wilmette with the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the United States and 
two Hands of the Cause, Zikru'lU,h ~}1adem and Wil
liam Sears. 

Initial directives to host assemblies had included 
requests for extreme consideration of Mr. Samandari's 
health, provIsion for privacy. rest and restriction of 
attendance to Baha'is only, news of which brought 
pleas from this beloved Hand to be permitted to teach 
the Cause wherever possible. Dr. Mehdi Samandari, his 
son and translator, later confided that 'rest' is a bad 
word to his father. 

Response of Friends: 

Despite hazardous weather reports and conditions in 
many sections of the country the believers drove as 
much as 700 miles to hear the forceful pronouncements 
of Mr. Samandari. One Community reported: "It ap· 
peared that no one was truly tested beyond his capaci· 
ty. The Community fOWld its main manpower resources 
cut down by tlu epidemic. Several weak and aching 
souls arose to host and care for all the visitors so that 
nothing would stop the activities for the weekend. The 
main thought in everyone's mind and heart was to be 
SUre that the devoted 93-year old Hand of the Cause and 
his son were comfortable and protected from the terri
ble weather and flu. Who knows why the day after he 
left the city the rain, snow, ice and sleet, which were 
predicted earlier, finally arrived!" Invariably, it is 
reported that on arrival, the friends were concerned 
with his apparent feebleness only to be dumbfounded 
by the momentum of his power and strength once he 
arose to speak, for as long as two or three hours, 
hesitating on]y for translation. 

Even the Navajo Reservation at Fort Defiance was 
historically honored by the presence of this holy soul, 
where he spoke through both Persian and Navajo 
translators. 

Prodamation: 

In an outstanding demonstration of the significance of 
Proclamation, this "Herald of His Name", Mr. Saman
dari, was undaunted by the news media, After the 
remarkable interview by Dave Meade, Religion Editor 

Hand of th.e Cause Mr. Samandarf, right, with. his son Dr. 
Samandarl, granddaughte-r Mrs. Am1n Jazab, and great grand
children E!ham and Aram Jazab, This pictuTe appeaTed in the 
Nashville Banner of Nashville, Tennessee. 

of the Chicago Daily News, was published, bearing the 
headline: "The Baha'i Message: Justice and Peace", 
Mr, Winston G, EVans was commissioned by the Na· 
tional Spiritual Assembly to precede the Samandaris to 
the major cities to arrange for comparable interviews, 
the result of which is far reaching beyond our compre· 
hension. 

In addition to announcements. news items and fea
tUre stories, including a iour-generation portrait, in 
press, radio and television, major stories were pub
lished by the following: Associated Press ReligiOn Edi
tor George Cornell, who although ill himself, granted 
and kept his appointment with Mr. Samandari and 
extended it to an interview of more than two hours. 
Releases have poured into the National Center from as 
far away as Panama, the world-wide distribution possi
bilities being from 700 to 4,0()0 newspapers. 

In words such as these, it was reported, Mr. Saman-

T 
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Ha.nds of the Cause at the ~~ratu.·l-Qudg in Wilmette. 
Left to right: Mr. Khddem, Mr. Samandari. Mr. Sears. 

Hands of the Cause with members of the U.S. National Spiritual 
Assembly in Wilmette. 

dad related his experiences in the presence of 
Baha'u'llilh: "Nobody can recall Him as I can. For six 
months, as a youth of 16 or 17, I was with Him while He 
was a prisoner under house arrest. Such a great intelli
gence and power. I was twice present when His re
vealed Words were coming, and were recorded by His 
secretary. The secretary would sit on the floor, with 
polished paper around him. Baha'u'llah would stand at 
the window, facing the rOom. In those times, I see His 
face, I see His whole body, and the Words would come 
uninterruptedly. very fast, like a torrential rain. At 
other times, He is so majestic and so powerful it is 
difficult to look at Him:' 

Some published the A,P. Wirephoto while local treat
ment of the headlines varied: HBaha'i Faith in Cen
tenniaJ Year-See Bright Future."-"The 'Hand' Speaks 
-Baha'i Veteran Tens of ReJigion's Founder"_HUni(y 
of God Emphasized: Baha'i: ReHgion of Future?"
"Baba'i Faith in 'Ear1y Stage' "-"Baha'i: Faith, Cen-

tury OJd, Hopes to Lead Man to Peace"-"Venerab1e 
Persian Describes Tenets of Century-Old Faith"-"A 
'Hand' Of The Baha'i RecaHs Baha 'u'lIah'" and many 
others. 

Interviews: 

In Los Angeles, Mr. Samandari succumbed to illness 
that necessitated absolute rest, but proved to be pro
vidential. Dan L. Thrapp, Religious Editor of the Los 
Angeles Times, who had eagerly anticipated meeting 
with him, was denied this privilege, and subsequently 
substituted an interview with his son, Dr. Samandari, 
which resulted in an excellent pUblished article des
cribing his illness and vital information on the Faith. 
Mr. Thrapp was not satisfied, however, and continued 
to entreat the doctor to permit him to talk with his 
father. Finally, a bedside visit was granted. Proc1ama. 
tion reached its peak! "The closest living acquaintance 
of a founder of one of the world's spreading reJigions 
lay wrapped in a coat and several sweaters on a 
bed ... but his face seemed young and animated, and 
his words came clearly and fasL" "If 'saints' were 
recognized by the Baha'i World Faith, he no doubt 
would be so named." "The old man had the glow of a 
prophet as he expressed the belief that in Baha'u'llah 
he had seen Christ or His Father." "Samandari said 
that the progress of the 'Message? would pass through 
three stages: its proclamation, its absorption into the 
consciousness of men, and their ultimately acting upon 
it. World peace, he said, would depend upon the erec
tion of two pil1ars: the oneness of faith and its con
sciousness in man, and secondly, the unity of the 
inteUect and reason of man which will come when all 
spiritual thoughts converge. H The headlines pro
claimed: HAged Persian Likens Self to Apostle Peter: 
There is Only One Difference, He Asserts; Apostle 
'Heard the Son, I Saw the Father"', although it is 
reported that it was Mr. Thrapp who likened him to 
Peter. 

At the close of every interview, Mr. Samandari, with 
great love, and a twinkle in his eye, would enjoin the 
writer with words such as these: "God holds you 
responsible for accurate reporting. It 

One of the most moving incidents is reported by 
Winston Evans and corroborated by Dr. Samandari. 
Several years ago a 33-year old millionaire sold his 
business so that he could devote all of his time to the 
life of the spirit. He lelt that he needed the discipline 
and training of the Harvard Divinity SchooL Mr. Evans 
sought him out soon after he had enrolled at Harvard 
and found him to be truly universal in his thinking, 
having already endowed a foundation for the study of 
World Religions. He responded favorably to the Baha'i 
story without commitment. When Mr. Samandari was 
in the Boston area, Mr. Evans phoned his friend and 
asked him if he wouJd like to see someone who had seen 
Baha!u'llah. Pleased with the invitation, he went to see 
him the following day. Harvard had not changed his 
thinking. His universal concepts were unruffled. He 
was captivated by Mr. Samandari. Before departing. 
he asked for Mr. Samandari's blessing. While this was 
being translated the man got down on his knees before 
Mr. Samandari. The reaction of the Hand was instanta
neous. He dropped before the divinity student, saying, 
"It is forbidden!" What greater Jesson in love and 
humility! As the gentleman left, he said, "After an this 
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intellectual talk at Harvard this has been like a breath 
of fresh air." 

At the close of a discussion with Mr. Samandari, 
Marcus Bach posed the question: "If this is the truth, 
then why is there not more evidence of the power of the 
Holy Spirit in the Baha'is'!" How does one respond to 
such a challenging statement by such a notable figure? 
Without hesitation, Mr. Samandari replied: "I was not 
expecting such a person like yourself to say such a 
thing because have you forgotten what was the condi
tion in the Dispensation of Christ, how long it took 
before it was established? Now the Baha'i Faith is only 
one century old and already many Baha'i principles 
are being put into practice after only one hundred 
years. n Dr. Bach'S interest in the Faith seemed rekin· 
d1ed, and the spring will find him once again visiting the 
Holy Land. 

Notwithstanding his comprehension of the profundity 
of the Cause, this progeny of the Dawnbreakers con
fronted Baha'is and non-Baha'is alike, and taught them 
the Faith of Baba'u'Uah with magnificent simplicity, 
and superb certitude and spirituality. His proclamation 
of the Station and Mission of Baha'u'llah was clear and 
emphatic. His mounting vigor, his dauntless determina. 
tion to break through with the Message he brought, his 
apparent reliance on the Divine Source of energy and 
inspiration, his overwhelming forthrightness, his ob
vious state of detachment (he has had no home for 
decades - his possessions are carried with him in his 
suitcase), his unqualified love for Baha'u'llah and His 
Covenant reflected in his manifest love for all whom he 
encountered, has given every believer privileged to 
hear him cause for self-examination and re-evaluation 
of his own offerings at the Sacred Threshold. 

His Message - to the people: 
In no instance did he compromise the truth. In 

addition to announcing to them the Proclamation of 
Baha'u'IHlh, the essence of His Messages, and the 
responsibility, today, of the people t he exhorted them to 
be mindful of this second chance - not to make the 
same mistake made during the time of 'Abdu'l·Baha's 
visit to America by not listening. "If Americans had 
paid attention to what 'Abdu'l-Baha told them and gave 
them guidance, jf they had foHowed 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
advice, now America CQuid be as a paradise and none 
of these present difficulties would exist. tI 

His Message -to the Baha'I Family: 
"Seventeen years before 'Abdu'l-Baha's passing, the 

American friends arose with such great sacrifice to 
serve the Faith that they wrote a letter to Him and 
signed it, pledging complete dedication to the Faith. 
Such an action caused and attracted His coming to this 
country. . . and then 'Abdu'l-Baha came here and 
sowed seeds and whatever we see in progress of the 
Faith, it is the result of the same seeds that are 
growing graduaHy. The way that 'Abdu'l-Baha sowed, 
one should expect a great harvest." 

He spoke of the individual's responsibility to teach 
the Faith, He spoke of the responsibility of members of 
assemblies to actively teach the Cause, and zealously 
share their experiences at Feasts and gatherings with 
the friends, in order to be examples and to inspire 
them. 

Mr. Samandari reiterated everywhere the vital im· 
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parlance of all nine members of assemblies being 
present at all meetings. 

He conveyed, during and at the close of his trip. that 
he senses a neglect of bringing up children with the 
spirit of the Faith, "The beloved Guardian was emphat
ic that the education of children should start from the 
beginning and mothers are the first to be responsible 
for this. Parents have not been strong enough .in in~ 
structing and training the children in the Faith. It 

He shared his personal experience while staying in 
Haifa. He had been ill for some time, thus unable to go 
to visit Baha'u'llith and his heart ached to do so. 
Finally, when strong enough to go to 'Akka, he des
cribed to the Blessed Perfection his anguish in not 
having been in His presence. The Beloved asked why 
he complained: had he not been in the presence of the 
Master? Yes, he had been! Then, Baha'u'lla:h ex
claimed, he had indeed been in the presence of Baha
'u'Uah! This was the first intimation of the real station 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha to Mr. Samandari - his first lesson in 
the Covenant! 

Fa ithful Son a nd Servant: 

Dr. Mehdi Samandari, Auxiliary Board member in 
Africa, active teacher and pioneer, son of Tara.?u'IIah 
Samandari, cannot be commended enough for the part 
he so patiently, tirelessly, humbly and lovingly played 
in the drama of these four months. He not only ac
curately translated the dissertations of his father, but 
richly reHected the spirit of every word and emotion. 
His tenderness in caring for the Hand and father was 
something to behold. When these sentiments were per
sonally voiced. to' him on behalf of the American Baha'i 
Community, he smiled and said: "You know, he left 
when I was sixteen, starting travel1ing to teach accord· 
ing to the advice of the Guardian. During this period of 
time, I saw him seldom. For forty years, he was not 
with me. In the fifteen years I have spent in Africa, I 
have only seen and talked with him a few times. This 
time of being with and serving my father has been my 
special bounty." 

Parting Message: 

In a final visit with Mr. and Dr. Samandari, the 
former was asked if there was any special message he 
would like to leave with the friends: "Ten them," he 
said, "If you think it will help, that this old man has 
tra veled the length and breadth of this nation, despite 
feebleness, ill health. and dangerous weather, in order 
to serve Baha'u'Uah." He was very, very tired when he 
spoke these words. "You may tell them this, if you 
think it will help." 

We can only close with the melody of the Master, 
calling out, in His Tablet to the father of Hand of the 
Cause Tanlzu'llah Samandari. for those holy SOUls to 
arise as pr~mised by Baha'u'Hah: "0 phoenix of that 
immortal flame kindled in the sacred Tree! . , ... These 
shall labor ceaselessly hy day and by night, shall heed 
neither trial nor woe, shall suffer no respite in their 
efforts, shall seek no repose, shall disregard all ease 
and comfort and, detached and unsullied, shall conse
crate every fleeting moment of their life to the diffusion 
of the divine fragrance and the exhaltation of God's 
holy Word ...... ,I am waiting, eagerly waiting for 
these holy ones to appear; and yet, how long will they 
delay their coming?" (Baha'i World Faith, p. 354) 
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Recollections of 'Abdu'I-Baha Inspire Renewed Dedication 
A memorable evening, fitting beginning to the period 

of the Fast, brought to the friends a vivid portrayal of 
the person and life of 'Abdu'l-Baha, and the privilege of 
hearing and meeting two Hands of the Cause of God. 

Planned as an BEvening of Loving Memories" this 
meeting on March, 2 in Foundation Hall of the House of 
Worship in Wilmette, featured many who had met the 
Mastel', 'Abdu'I-Bahit when He visited the United States 
in 1912, His eagerness to see the Ma1illriqu'I·A<.LhJci.r 
built in America, His insight into the hearts and souls of 
those He met; His gentle humor and generous spirit; 
His love of children and power to awaken the spirit of 
God in their hearts; these and many other qualities 
were illustrated in stories and descriptions briefly given 
by those who met Him. The story of Fred Mortensen, 
the young man who rode the rods to meet the Master in 
Green Acre was read by his daughter, Mrs. Katherine 
Penoyer. The meeting opened with the playing of the 
record of His voice in chant, and the motion picture 
taken while He was in America was shown, picturing 
His majestic Figure in characteristic action; greeting 
the many visitors and walking with firm and powerful 
step. Thus the friends were enabled to come as close as 
is now possible to the Person, the Perfect Man and Cen· 
ter of God's Covenant Who wished to be known as the 
Servant of all. 

So far as is known those from the area, now living, 
who met 'Abdu'l-Baha are: Marie Bohmann, Anna
marie Baker, Clarence Davies, Monroe loas, George 
Loeding, Sophie Loeding, Elfie Lundberg, Annie 
Mattoon, Wilfred May, Sylvia Parmelee, Jessie Robin· 
son, Lloyd Robinson, Margaret Sykes, Edna True. 
Isabel1e Windust, and Florence Zmeskal. 

Hands of the Cause Speak 
The overflow audience of almost 400, who came from 

six nearby States, braving cold and storm, was given the 

added bounty of hearing dear and radiant Hand of the 
Cause William Sears who, with his wife Marguerite, 
was in Wilmette en route back to Africa. His sparkling 
wit, warm and loving eagerness to awaken in each one 
the desire to teach was dramatically brought to the 
audience by his words and graphic illustrations. The light 
of our faith must show in our faces, deeds, lives if we 
are to bring this great Message to others. It is as simple 
and yet profound as the turning on of an electric light 
bulb, bringing light to an otherwise dead looking piece 
of glass. he told the friends. And with a bulb, he illus
trated the point, flashing it on and off with varying de
grees of brilliance. Stating that in Africa there is a 
lion's sha.re of the Nine Year Plan_to be accomplished 
he showed slides cleverly illustrating the point with 
pictures of lions. Marguerite spoke also, emphasizing 
'Abdu]' -Baha's exhortation to us to teach and help 
people all over the world. 

Hand of the Cause Mr. Khadem spoke briefly at the 
close, adding to the spirit of enthusiasm for serving, 
and closing the meeting with beautiful chanting of a 
prayer. 

Exhibit, Music 
There was an excellent exhibit, full of meaning to 

those who wish to come closer to <Abdutl-Baha, showing 
some of His personel possessions and Tablets. 

The Baha'i Temple Area Chorus sang, perhaps even 
exceeding their always high standards and giving the 
songs composed by Shahnaz Waite, with her "Benedic
tion" bringing this part of the evening to a beautifully 
flttin g close. 

With this feast of spiritual bounties was the Fast 
begun, that period in which uThou hast endowed every 
hour of these days with special virtue inscrutable to all 
except Thee." Surely with such impetus the victories 
for the Faith will be even greater. 

Eighty people attended the 1967-68 Winte-r Youth School ;:n YOTk. England. Hands of the 
Cause of God. Mr. Faizi and Mr. FeTTaby, participated, and a letter fTom the National Spir
itual Assemb!y inspired many pioneering offers. During rheir stay in York, the youth were 
gull!'sts Of the international club. 

r 
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Man's Purpose is Theme of New Zealand School 
Over thirty people attended the summer school and 

special teaching drive at the goal town of New Ply
mouth, New Zealand. A number of visitors and in
quirers came to the various sessions, nearly exhausting 
the supply of pamphlets of both the New Plymouth 
group and the teaching committee. About one-third of 
the school consisted of youth, who created a lively 
atmosphere. 

Baha'is wore lapel tags in the to'l,oVIl and these, togeth
er with advertising, a street sign, pamphlets in the 
doorway of the hall, window notices and the central 
situation (opposite the main Post Office) made a favor
able impression on the town. 

The well-advertised film, "A Lamp Unto My Feet," 
was shown to an appreciative audience. The program 
included lectures and discussions on the theme, I'Man's 
Purpose in Life and in This Day." It began with an 
analysis of -certain crises that are contributing to chaos 
in the world and discussed the practical and spiritual, 
individual and social answers. An inquirer who dropped 
in on the Nine Year Plan session C·Building a World 
Community") was struck by the practical and spiritual 
way of achieving peace and world development and 
announced her decision to become a Baha'i. A youth, 
on return to her own area, later joined the Faith. 

The hall featured a lovely display of posters by Edith 
Danielsen and Ian Cookson and flower arrangements by 
the local believers. Visual aids, charts and slides were 
greatly used. These included the Panama Conference, 
slides from around the world. an interesting and beauti-
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Local Spirituat Assembly of Wanganui elected April 19fi7. 
Seated. left to Tight: Mrs. Betty Weeks (sec·y.) , Mrs. Anne 
Davies. M1'S. My-rUe Garrett, Miss Florence Wh.itcombe. Stand
ing: Doug Weeks (vice-chairman), Jack CTlIseU (treasurer), 
Harry Davies, Ray Davies (chairman), and David Watkin. 

ful series on the HKingdoms of Creation U by Richard 
Battrick (a youth) and a series on "Bahci.'i Administra
tion" drawn by a committee member and photo
graphed by Bill Washington. 

Group of Baha'is at New Zealand summer school heW at New Plymouth in Janua1'1l, 1968. 
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Baha'is attending the fiTst session of the summer uhool at Yerrinbool, New South WaIeg, 
AustTalia, December 23-30, 1967. 

Australian Summer School Held at Yerrinbool 
Two one-week school sessions were held from Decem

ber 23, 1967 to January 4, 1968. The near·capacity 
attendance at both sessions was notable for its large 
number of youth and children. Students came from as 
far away as Tasmania, Townsville, Perth, Fiji, Rabaul 
and California. Considering that so may had only 
recently traveled great distances to attend the Procla· 
mation Conference, the n umber exceeded expectations. 

Outstanding features of the school were: A new pat
tern for lectures and discussion taking the form of 
several series on different study themes; a youth choral 
group; special classes on pioneering; expression of the 
Word of God through music and the arts and the 
general creative capacities revealed by many of the 
friends. 

Two of the courses were designed to give an opportu
nity to several individuals to present short talks and to 
answer questions. This participation series provided 
good experience for the speakers as well as general 
discussion on many subjects. 

Other courses on progressive revelation, Baha'i eth
ics and various aspects of Baha'i administrative and 
teaching endeavors were given by Lorna Salter, Hesh· 
mat Eshraigian, Nigel Hall, John DaVidson, John and 
Greta Lake, John Stevenson, Gina Garcia, Grenville 
Kirton, David Hoffman and Ursula Hall. Auxiliary 
Board members Thelma Perks and Margaret Rowling 
shared in describing "The Ministry of Baha'u'llah," 
using God Passes By as thejr main reference. Music, 
slides and dramatic presentations were a major part of 
the learning activity_ 

The Passing of a Devoted Australian Believer 
The Australian Baha'i Community has been saddened 

by the death, on January 2, 1968, of one of the first 
Australian believers, Miss Effie Baker. She heard of the 
Faith from Mother and Father Dunn and accepted it in 
1923_ Soon afterwards she went on pilgrimage to Haifa 
and, at the request of Shoghi Effendi, remained there 
for eleven years, aSSisting with the work at the World 
Center. 

During this time she travelled to Persia where, often 
encountering great difficulties and hardships, she pho
tographed the places associated with the early history 
of the Faith_ This priceless record is published in 
Nabil's Narrative: The Dawn-Breakers, in the opening 
pages of which Shoghi Effendi states his grateful ac
knowledgment to her for securing these photographs. 

The last years of Effie Baker's life were spent at the 
National Headquarters in Australia where her cheerful 
spirit and ready humor endeared her to alL Her funeral 
was attended by believers from all over Australia with 
burial in a cemetery near the Temple_ 

Upon hearing of her passing The Universal House of 
Justice cabled: 

GRIEVED NEWS PASSING MISS EFFIE BAKER DEVOTED MAID-SER

VANT BAHA'U'LLAH HISTORIC SERVlCES PARTICULARLY PHOTOGRAPHIC 

RECORD DAWN-BREAKERS UNFORGETTABLE. ASSUIIE LoVING PRAYERS 

SACRED THRESHOLD PROGRESS HER SOUL AsHA KINGDOM_ 

7 
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YUCATAN CONFERENCE DRA~ 
"The spiritlUll conquest is' Ibnited only lJy tfle 
.ark of sUfficient plOReers to take the Messafle of 
Ba"'u~lla" to these spiritually r~eptl..,e peol'le~n 

THIS WAS THE APPEAL from the early pioneers to 
Yucatan in a news story of January, 1966. It told of the 
efforts of the first teachers, Dr. and Mrs. Alejandro 
Cervantes, Mr. and Mrs. Lee Foster, and Mrs. Edna 
Ford, followed by Auxiliary Board member Artemus 
Lamb, Mrs. Dee Worth Lamb and Mrs. Valeria Nichols, 
member of the National Spiritual Assembly of Mexico. 
Recently Mrs. Mara O'Malley has joined them and 
resides in the newly opened Center in the capital city of 
Merida. Now the Indian believers have answered the 
call to pioneer, opening new states, even going into 
other countries. Others teach actively in Yucatan. Op
portunities expand daily and the inevitable consolida
tion needs present enormous challenges; but the spirit 
of the pioneer teachers is of a quality to lift the heart of 
anyone given a chance to participate even for a brief 
time in their efforts, Miss Susan Millet, leader of a 
youth project to Yucatan in the summer of 1967, arrived 
in January, 1968, and resides in the Institute Cultural· 
Baha'i-Martha Root, at Muna, built in 1964. A new 
youth project for girls is planned for 1968. The following 
pictures tell the story of the Muna Conference, Febru
ary 4, 1968: 

Auxiliary BOO1'eI member Artemus Lamb (at !eft, below) 
stressed UTgency of the present hour, Referring to past Mayan 
gTeatness, he said: "Now 1I0U have the GppoTtunitli to bu.Ud an 
even moTe wonde,-fu! civilization- the New Wortd Order of 
Baha'u'lhih," Don Celestino Sima Euan (fiTSt TOW right), 
Mayan Tepresentative to the Panama Conference~ gave II StiT4 
ring talk: ~'Teach, live the life, ' . , In the past the teachers 
were the priests. Today none are especially designated, An 
must paTticipate." 

Conference held at th.e Institute Culmnll Bah 
1968, one of feUT' national conferences held i'll. 
Coronado, fifth from left, /Tont TOW, first Mallm 
served as chairman. 

Photos below - first: uGod is one, man is one~ aU the reUgiom 
are one," everyone .wng happily in Spanish, accompanied by 
guitars, between discussion periods. Dee Worth Lamb, at ex
treme Tight. led the singing and also spoke on individual 
Bahd'i hfe, evoking thoughtful participation. Second: Mari
miUano Cauich, first Mayan pioneer outride Mexico (to Belize), 
who spoke at conference, Third: Don Clemente Santos, -who 
opened State of Colima. in 19m; Antonio Salam ... , active Mallem 
youth, who spoke on Proclamation. Other Mayan pioneers not 
present are Claro Jimenez in the State of Gue,.,.ero; Adan 
Zenen Pech, pioneering in Oaxca; and Marcelino Chin" in Ihe 
State of Michoocan. Another pioneer. Roberto Can1L1, spent a 
year and a halt in Quintana Roo. 
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CTIVE MAYAN PARTICIPATION 

Root~ in Muna, Yucatan, Merica, FebTUaTlI 4, 
I' consult on Proclamation needs. Don Jorge 
oj the National Spiritual Assembly of Mexico, 

Su.san Minet (above) gave a dynamic talk on the influence of the BahtPi Faith 
in society and the need to distinguf.sh between politics and the Administrative 
Order. At right: lunch. time, and (below) a brief .siesta. Lower nght: Mrs. Valeria 
Nichols, National Assembly member and ptonee-r teacher with the jeep (donated 
by intTepid pioneer Edna Ford), so indispen.sible in Teaching Te1nOte villages over 
difficult roads. With her is Leonard BTaun, visiting Bahti~t from Evanston. Illinois. 
who with MT3. Eunice Braun accompanied Mrs. Nichols to open a new t"h.acfendat • 

to the Faith. 

AT LEFT: delicious tortmas being PTe
paTl?d in the kitchen in back of the 
Institute by Antonio., at Tight, with heT 
helpln". Below: Mayan women at the 
Institute, to whom smiling comes nat
urally. Center: bringing water tram the 
well. The property is extensive, with 
room to build additional dormitorieB. 
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Leaders of Porto Alegre. Brazil 
Greet Hand of the Cause 

Hand of the Cause of God 'Amatu'I-Bah!> RuJ:liyyih 
Kh£mum was welcomed by the friends in Porto Alegre, 
Brazil in a manner befitting her station in the Baha'i 
Faith. She was greeted at the airport by dignitaries 
from the city and by members of various philanthropic 
and peace organizations. These organizations also 
sponsored a public meeting in the military hall of 
Porto Alegre, where three non-Baha'is spoke on the 
principles of the Cause, affirming the Baha'i belief that 
unity and harmony among mankind is the remedy for 
the problems of today. 

When RUJ:tiyyih Khanum stood to address the audi
ence she received a splendid ovation. Her talk was an 
historic occasion for the city and following the meeting 
she was interviewed for a half-hour television program. 

Prior to her visit she received considerable publicity 
in newspapers as advisor and counselor for the indigen
ous, illiterate people of the tribes and to the forgotten 
and poverty-stricken campesino people. 

News Briefs 
A Baha'i float participated in the parade on Three 

Kings Day, January 6, 1968, in Fredriksted, St. Croix, 
Virgin Islands. Traditionally a gala holiday for the 
Cruzians, it is a special day when young and old and 
visitors from near and far join the festivities, lining the 
streets to see the parade. Murmurs of "Baha'i?" "What 
is Baha'i?", Hl've heard of Baha'i," u!'ve seen the 
Baba'i Temple in Wilmette," could be heard as the 
float slowly made its way between the rows of people. 
The basic Baha'i principles were displayed on large 
plaques on either side of the float, and above, the 
utterances of Baha'u'IU.h over the nine entrances to the 
Baha'i Temple in Wilmette were mounted on a nine
sided form topped by a symbol that spelled nUnity." 
The Baha'is of Christiansted and Fredriksted made 
possible this means of proclaiming the Faith of 
Baha'u'lIAh to throngs of people, not only Cruzians, but 
m any from other lands as well. 

o 
Newspapers in Costa Rica have published several 

articles on the Baha'i Faith, appearing in connection 
with the Panama Conference, the Birthday of 
Baha'u'llith and the Day of the Covenant. Public meet~ 
ings for the last two events were well attended. 

Baha'i in fhe News 
El Diario, widely read Bolivian newspaper, La Paz, 

Bolivia, published a half-page illustrated Proclamation 
article on the Faith in the main section of its Sunday 
edition January 28, 1968. In the eight-column spread the 
Faith was clearly explained with quotations from the 
Writings and the words of Queen Marie, Leo Tolstoy 
and Professor E. G. Browne and resumes of the Tablets 
to the rulers of the world. There were accompanying 
illustrations of Queen Marie. Count Leo Tolstoy and a 
photo of the Tomb of the Bab. Evoking the attention of 
readers and spread in caps across the page was the 
title, "UNA FE UNIVERSAL." 

APRIL 196. 

ABOVE: Children's cUzsses in. two of the A~tiplano BaM'i .schools 
in Bolivia. These schools are cooperative projects with Ihe 
local indigenous communities paying .small momMy salaTies. 
The spirit of these children inspires hope for a new genera.
tirm oj sturdy Bolivian pioneers. BELOW: Valentin Casas, ninety
year-old Baha'i of Huancaroni, La Paz, Botivia. is assisting in 
the Baha'i literacy program among the Bolivian campesino.s. 



IAHA'I NEWS 

Samoan Board Member Visits 
Australian States 

Mr. Niuoleava Tuataga, a Samoan Baha'i, visited 
New South Wales and Southern Australia following the 
Intercontinental Conference in Sydney. A dynamic and 
refreshing speaker, his lectures were a new experience 
for the many who came to hear. Following are the 
highlights of his visits: 

In New South Wales. from 
November 25-December 4, 
1967, he visited the towns of 
Orange, Parkes, Mudgee, 
Tamworth and Newcastle, ac
companied by Brian White
head who presented the film, 
.. And His Name Shall be 
One. t. Sessions included fire
sides, social hours, speeches 
to Rotary and Junior Cham
ber of Commerce groups, ra
dio interviews and talks and 

public meetings. Local radio stations and newspapers 
gave considerable coverage. A Tamworth newspaper 
published a lengthy article entitled, "The Focus is on
Baha?i: The United Nations of Religion." 

Towns visited in South Australia were Port Adelaide, 
Murray Bridge, Meningie, Elizabeth and Gawler, Mr. 
Tuataga's activities included an address in the Port 
Adelaide Town Hall, an appearance on a ten-minute 
television program dealing entirely with the Faith, fire
sides. addresses to the aborigine friends, to high school 
students and a brief, personal visit to Mrs. A. M. Ren
nie, mayor of Port Adelaide. In his talks he discussed 
the circumstances of his own acceptance of the Faith 

Proclamation in New Zealand 

II 

and the difficulties that toUowed t life in Samoa, educa
tion, and progressive revelation. 

Local newspapers carried articles and photos of Mr. 
Tuataga and accompanying Baha'is. In Adelaide a 
four-minute interview with Mr, Tuataga was recorded 
for video-tape, based on the aboriginals and the Baha'i 
approach to them and their problems. Two books on the 
Faith were presented to the prodUcer of the program, 
who has shown keen interest in the Faith. 

Malaita, near the Solomons, Responds to Call of Faith 
In Malaita, in the South West Pacific Ocean, a group 

of villages has responded to the call of Baha'u'lUlh. In 
an area where a settlement of approximately one. 
hundred families has remained ((pagan" in outlook 
despite the efforts of neighboring missions over many 
decades. more than half have espoused the Cause. This 
area on the island of Malaita, which lies centrally to the 
northwest of the Solomons, is on the lagoon route which 
is taken coastaUy to travel from Auld to Hauhui. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of the South West 
Pacific Ocean states: "This sudden surge of attractioDt 
particularly amongst a strong-minded, adventurous, as 
well as enterprising people may. if we can feed this 
flame and d€€pen their knowledge in time, spread 
along that whole coast leading to that other big com
munity, hard-bY our Baha'i School. 

"But not only have 'pagan' people responded with 
spirit, Catholics and Adventists have, in smaller num
bers, joined the others as Baha'is .... Their communi
ty has started upon the work of building a Baha'i 
center. 

"Such an area previously might have been difficult to 
visit but with the arrival of the boat . . . we look 
forward to the realization of further victories, U 

The Manukau City grOUp tTee planting ceremony was held as part of the Proclamation ac
tivities of the Band!is Of New Zealand. There were twenty-eight people present at the Grande 
Vue Road ReseTve, Manu.rewa, on Saturday, November 4, 1967 to welcome Mayor H. C. Lam
bie (center of photo, holding spade). The group inclu.ded AuxHiarll Board member H. BlundeU 
and Doug Weeks, chairman of the National Spiritual Assembly. The Mayor expressed apprecia
tion to the Bahci'is faT their generoUs gesture where plans had been made fOT a large-scale 
tTee planting. He spoke of the Baha'i pTinciple of unifying the various peoples of the world: 
"We have in Manukau City many branch-ea, many Polynesians, many people of aU races,"' 
he said. '"It is my wish, my desire. and I know that it has your blessing, that they roUl become 
one family tree," 

T 



Mi.u M. FUTlaniche, fourth from left, is th.e first Italian in 
Trieste to accept the Faith. She is shown with the commu.nity 
of Trieste. 

Faith Reaches People of Italy in Many Ways 
Baha'IS of Perugia, Italy were hosts to forty-five 

interested persons at an observance of the birthday of 
Baha'u'nah in the Town Hall. There were posters 
showing Baha'i principles and pictures of the various 
temples. A book display in several languages particu
larly attracted the interest of the guests. 

o 
Baha'is of Milan recently supplied a speaker to the 

Catholic Cultural Society and also showed slides of the 
Baha'i World Center and the recent Intercontinental 
Conferences. This was followed by an invitation to the 
Baha'is to attend a meeting of the Society the next day 
where friendly relations were further extended with the 
speaker of the day who had visited the Baha'i Shrines 
in the Holy Land. 

o 
Miss Fatheazam. pioneer in Anacapri, has reported 

that many firesides were held upon the occasion of the 
recent visit of Mr. and Mrs. Alai of Milan. 

o 
A newspaper reporter from Rome who had traveled 

through fran wrote an article for his paper, Il Messag
gero, November 26, 1967, stating: "The Prophet of the 
19th century taught, like Zarathustra (Zoroaster), pu
rity of life, austerity, administrative reforms ... and 
the equaHty of women. The Bab has been a missed op~ 
portunity in Persian history: he was killed after being 
made object of derision. Now it is to be hoped that the 

people of iran wi11 be able to learn from the 
past " 

Local Spiritual Assembly of Bari, Italy, elected April, 1967. 
First TOW, left to right: Gianni BrattoZi, Rina Segreto, Marcello 
Bolsi. Second. TOW: MaTio Morano (chairman), NeHa. Mazza
cano. Paola Bolsi, Lidia Bottalico (sec'y.) , Franco FTateUini 
(vice-chairman), Rino Pappaletter-a (treasuTeT). The a.vera.ge 
age of this local assembly is twenf1l-fouT. 

--,,, ....... 
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One of the posters used at the public confeTence in Perugi4 
fOT Ute 150th anniversaTli of the Birth of Bahd.'u'lMh. 

Baha'i ill the News 
Helmstiidter Kreis blatt a German newspaper carried, 

on N ovem ber 2, 1967. an article a bout the recently 
published DeT G •• pallen. Himmel (The Cleft Heaven), 
a book by Huschmand Sabet, a Baha'i. Entitled I<Dev~ 
asting Critique to the Theologians" the writeup 
praises the style of the Persian author and says that the 
book could j'very probably become the religious best
seller of the year." 

The book is described as giving a new method of 
evaluating the holy scriptures and citing ways in which 
those of Christianity agree with others. In summarizing 
its contents the article mentions the chapters on Islam 
and its influence in the West as well as those on the 
Baha'i Faith, describing it as the youngest world reli
gion. In conc1usion the review states: "The comprehen
sive world picture as well as the abundance of interest
ing evidence which confront the reader on almost every 
page of this book, make it a source of pleasure even for 
a reader not primarily interested in religion." 

First Broadcast of Baha'i Faith in Norway 
The words of Baha'u'llah went out over the air waves 

to all of Norway for the first time recently. With radio 
and television closed to Baha'is, it was a great joy to 
have the Faith brought before the public of Norway by 
an authority on religious history, Professor Alf Krage
rud. This came about when a Norwegian student at the 
University of Oslo, Harold Thiis, took as his thesis The 
Bahd'i Faith. Professor Kragerud, in order to become 
informed on the subject for Harold's examination, read 
Baha'i literature and attended firesides in Oslo. When 
a sked to give a talk on the radio on the ori gin of 
religion, he included the Baha'i Faith. Quotations from 
Gleanings and the prayer, "From the Sweet-Scented 
Streams" were beautifully rendered by professional 
actors. 

o 
The Norwegian Baha'i winter school was held at the 

Svenkerud Hotel in Nesbyen, Norway from January 27-
31, 1968. Two Auxiliary Board members, Modesta Hvide 
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Local spiritual assembly goals for NOf'way in the Ni.ne YeaT 
Plan. Cities underscored indicate assemblies already establuhed. 

of Norway and Ernest Gregory of England, contributed 
much to the program which highlighted the Laws of 
Baha 'u'llah. 

Leif Berg of Oslo spoke on the subject, "Letters to the 
Kings," which followed a presentation of "The Purpose 
of Proclamation," by Gunnar Lange-Nielsen of Oslo. 
The closing day's program dealt with "Covenant and 
Administration," presented by Ernest Gregory. 

o 
During the past year travel teaching efforts, encour

aged by The Universal House of Justice, brought ten 
teachers up over the Arctic Circle in Norway to Svol
vaer on Lofoten Island. To hold assembly status for this 
northernmost Bah.i)i outpost is one of Norway's goals 
this year, along with the establishment of an assembly 
in Trondheim. All ten teachers assisted in Trondheim, 
and six made the complete circuit of communities as 
well. 

The distance from south to north in Norway is ap
proximately 2,500 miles. One can imagine the time, 
energy and money necessary to carry on teaching 
activities in the "long country" of the North. 

Those who visited over the Arctic Circle were John 
and Vera Long from England, Laura Smithson from 
Carmel, Calif., Modesta Hvide, Auxiliary Board mem
ber from Bergen, Norway, Harold Thiis, Gerd Strand 
and Sigrid Cutler from Oslo, Ernest Gregory, Auxiliary 
Board member from England, Amelia Bowman from 
Stavanger and Svanhild Anderson from U.S.A. Mrs. 
Beatrice Ashton of the U.S.A. visited Bergen and Oslo 
and gave excellent talks on administration. 

Pioneers as well as travelling teachers are vital to 
the accomplishment of the goal of five additional as
semblies by 1973-Trondheim, Lillehammer, Bodo, 
Narvik and Tromso. 

Robert Boisson, Mayor of Monaco, at !eft~ addTessing the Proc
lam.ation Congress in Monaco NOl1embl?T 10-12, 1967

j 
acC011\

panied bll Louis Henuzet of the Be~gian National Spiritual 
&8embly and AuxiliaTY BooTd member MT. Navidf. 

Mayor Opens Baha'i Congress in Monaco 
The Proclamation Congress, held November 1~12 

1967, was the first official manifestation of the Baha,i 
Faith in the Principality of Monaco since its recognition 
as a Religious Association on April 17, 1967. 

Through the efforts of Auxiliary Board member Mr. 
N a vidit the opening reception was held in the P alais 
des Congres de Monaco. Thirty-two distinguished 
guests from Monaco attended, as well as seventy-five 
Baha'is from Monaco, France, Belgium, Italy and iran. 
The Mayor of Monaco opened the Congress. His address 
revealed considerable knowledge of the Faith and ad
miration for its aims. Two persons delegated by Radio
Monte-Carlo interviewed Messrs. Henuzet and Navidi. 
The interview was broadcast the following day at 12 
a.m. An account of the reception was published in the 
N ice-M atin on Sunday, N ovem be r 12, the chief editor of 
the paper having attended. 

On Saturday, November II, study sessions were held 
and talks were given on "The Book of Certitude,l? 
"Mankind and Religion" and "The Meaning of the 
Covenant.' , 

On Sunday the commemoration of the Birth of 
Baha'u'llah waS celebrated, with a talk on the Baha7 i 
view of the resurrection of Christ. 

Public conferences were held both evenings, with 
approximately 150 guests attending. Three declarations 
were made as a result of the Congress and the goal 
town of Annecy. France was opened to the Faith. 
L'EspoiT, the local evening paper, published a long 
article on this event, giving excerpts from the mayor's 
speech and summaries of the two public conferences. 

World Religion Day meeting in th.e Town HaH of ManchesteT, 
England, JanuaTY 16, 1968. The Lord Mayor of Manchester 
opened the meeting. She expressed her thanks to the BaM'is 
for theiT cooperation in charity work and invited them to at
tend a reception at the Mayor's Parlor. Dr. Farhang Jahanpour, 
chaiTman of the meeting, is seated between the Lord May-OT 
and the Lady Mayoress. Sixty peopte attended. 
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Baha'is • u.s. Honor World Religion Day In 

"Baha'i World Religion Day Program declared suc
cess" (Ledger-Gazette, Lancaster) and 'IReligion Day 
Hailed As Success" (Antelope Valley Press, Lancaster) 
were the headlines describing the intercommunity mu· 
sical program of Antelope J.D. and Newhall J.D. held 
in its goal city. Palmdale, California. A near capacity 
crowd, in excess of 400 persons, filled the community 
hall at Courson Park on January 21 at 2:30 p.m. 

Sing Out - Antelope Valley Group M.ke, Debut 

The program was highlighted by the debut appear
.nce of the Sing Out-Antelope Valley singing group. 
The group. composed of high school and college stu
dents, was received enthusiastically and with thunder
ous applause that built up progressively after each 
number to a standing ovation at its completion. Bettie 
Bucaro, Ledger-Gazette Staff Writer, had this to say 
about the group: I'Youthful enthusiasm is being chan
neled through the group in a constructive outlet which 
is contagious. Their excitement is communicated over
whelmingly to the audience which responds with jubila
tion." The group sang such songs as "Up With People," 
UWhat Color Is God's Skin?" and "Freedom Isn't 
Free." 

After the Sing Out-A V musical program, Harold 
Jackson of Gardena (California) spoke on the World 
Religion Day theme. Jackson pointed out to his audi
ence that God has always provided mankind with 
guidance. He went on to explain that the people of God 
come from many paths, and we must all realize that 
there is only one Race - the Human Race. 

Public information representative Reuben Busby was 
the master of ceremonies; the program was opened 
with a prayer for America by Dell L. Falls, Honorary 
Mayor of Lancaster and chairman of the Antelope 
Valley Assembly~ FoUGWing the program, those .ttend
ing were served refreshments. 

As a followup, a public meeting was held in Palmdale 
at the American Savings and Loan Association Building 
that night. 

The Com'munities were successful in obtaining two 
Mayor's proclamations - one from Lawrence W. Chim
bale, Mayor of the City of Palmdale and one from Dell 
L. Falls, Honorary Mayor of the City of Lancaster. 

Bach Festival Held 
The Baha'is of Santa Monica (California) celebrated 

World Religion Day by sponsoring a "Miniature Bach 
Festival." Several Bach enthusiasts were attracted to 
the Festival as a result of reading the newspaper 
announcement. 

Fireside Observances 

Challis (Idaho) Baha'i Group observed World Reli
gion Day by sponsoring a fireside at the home of the 
Fulkersons. The speaker for the occasion was Mrs. 
Loevia Hockley. Other fireside observances were held 
in the communities of Stoughton (Wisconsin) and Ever
ett (Washington}. 

Chicago Mayor Richard J. Dale", TeaM PTDclamation naming 
Jannary 21, 1968 as World Religion Day. With him at his Ci't1l 
HaH office are members of the Chicago Balui'i Community, lett 
to right: DaVid W. Kellum, chairman; Miss Huelene Bishop, 
Mrs. MYTtle Wendler, vice cnai1'man; Mrs. Kathelynea Kellum. 

Tour to Hou.e of Worship Offered High School Student. 

A last-minute-test program, sponsored by the Bah8.'is 
of Waukesha County, Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin, of a 
special tour to the House of Worship honoring World 
Religion Day proved to be an astounding success. 
According to Jim Beasley, public information represen
tative of N.E. Waukesha .county, the project comprised 
a free bus trip to the House of Worship for as many 
.rea American Field Service (AFS) High School stu
dents as were interested. This was planned at the last 
minute to test the response, which was tremendous, and 
possibly lay the groundwork for an annual trip in 
observance of World Religion Day. He went on to 
explain that after the conducted tour and service? the 
slightly shy students en route became the seemingly 
instantaneous friends going back to Menomonee Falls. 
The group of over 50 guests was treated to dinner by 
the Baha'is of Greenfield and then enjoyed a record 
dance. Questions asked by all the young people at the 
House of Worship and during the soci.l indicated they 
were very interested in the Faith. 

Beasley had this to say about the project: "Our test 
program worked out so well that we would strongly 
urge other communities to look into this plan. World 
Religion Day provides a most reasonable excuse to 
take students from all over the world to see the House 
of Worship of the new World Religion." In conclusion, 
he cited this interesting note. "One AFS parent politely 
refused the trip expl.ining that the U.S. brother of the 



Signing Ihe World Religion Day Pmdamation is Governor 
Warren E. Reames of Missouri. Looking on Gre, left to right: 
WiUiam Munson, Mrs. Mary Ruth. Spicer, Vahid HeOO1l4ti. 
and BadioUah E.shranghiJ cha.irman Kans(l.S City Assembly. 

Mayor Robert Biederman of Ga.u~tJ California signs Proclama
tion. 

roreign student would be graduating on that date and 
the family was scheduled to attend the ceremonies. A 
rew days later the parent called back and said that they 
had decided that it was more important for the AFS 
student to see the Baha'i House of Worship than see his 
brother graduate from high school. This is a typical 
example of the highly favorable response we received 
to the tour and the mention of the Baha'i Faith." 

Other Communities Report 
A pageant of reJigions was presented by the Baha'is 

of Pacifica (California). The pageant consisted of two 
off-stage voices that told something of each religion. 
Stage figures were dressed in the costume of the origi
nal country and period. Boh Philips gave the prologue 
and closed the pageant with a prayer. 

Several potlucks were held in observance of World 
Religion Day. A dinner meeting at the Copper Kettle 
Restaurant, Northbrook (Minnesota) Shopping Center 
was sponsored by the Baha'is of Rochester. Following 
the dinner, Dr. Farzin Davachi, a medical specialist at 
the University of Minnesota addressed the audience. 
Also, sponsored jointly by the Baha'i Student Associa~ 
tion at the University of California at Davis and the 
Baha'is of Davis, a potluck dinner was held for the 
Clerins of Davis, the local ministerial association. Wil· 
liam Rosenthal, treasurer of the Davis Assembly, ad
dressed the group. And the Baha'is of Portland (Maine) 
held a potluck luncheon at the Bah,,'i Center followed 
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by a public meeting at the YWCA. The well attended 
observance concluded with a social and fireside at the 
home of the Hoovers. 

Through the facilities of the University of New Mexi
co radio station KUNM-FM in cooperation with the 
Baha'is of Albuquerque, a program of readings honor. 
ing World Religion Day was broadcast. A follow.up 
public meeting was held at the home of Dr. Cyrus 
Omid-Varan. Kenneth Gibson, chairman of the Univer
sity of New Mexico Baha'i Student Association, was the 
discussion leader at the meeting. 

Makah Reservation Baha'i Community observed 
World Religion Day by visiting various churches in the 
Neah Bay (Washington) village. The reception was 
cordial and, when the purpose of the visit was an
nounced, one minister commented that he had read 
about this happening in other places and expressed 
delight that it was happening in Neah Bay. The Assem
bly plans to utilize this successful venture by making it 
the first step in its Proclamation program. 

A similar visit of community churches was made by 
the Baha'is of Central Marin J. D. (California). At five 
of the services, Baha'is spoke to the congregation on 
the Faith. One minister read the Unity Prayer from the 
pulpit, and eight other ministers acknowledged the 
Day, the idea and the B aha J is. 

It was a "Miracle!" quoting Mrs. Susan Porch, public 
information representative of Hillsborough County. She 
said "For the first time in nine years of submitting 
articles to the Tampa Tribune, the World Religion Day 
article was printed." Dr. Hippchen, associate professor 
of criminology and corrections at the Florida State 
University, was the speaker for the occasion. 

In order to reach the Mexican·Americans, the Pismo 
Beach (California) Community held its observance in 
Spanish. This was the first meeting of a series being 
conducted by the Com m unity to teach the Mexican
Americans. 

Mayors' Proclamations were obtained by the Com
munities of Davis, Galt, Grass Valley and Nevada City, 
California; Chicago, nlinois; Battle Creek, Michigan; 
Kansas City, Missouri; Monona, Wisconsin, and possi
bly m any more not yet reported. 

Brief reports of public meeting observances have 
come from Burbank, Palm Springs, Victor J. D., Cen
tral Sonoma Co. J. D .• Fresno. Pismo Beach, Grass 
Valley, Grass Valley J. D., Nevada City, Nevada City 
J. D. and Culver J. D., California; Scottsdale and 
Tucson, Arizona; Key West, Ft. Myers and Lee County, 
Florida; Mayaguez, Puerto Rico; Silver Spring and 
Baltimore, Maryland; Butte and Billings. Montana; 
Asheville, N.C.; Toledo and Urbana, Ohio; Portsmouth 
and Peterborough, New Hampshire; North Plainfield, 
New Jersey; Ballston Spa and Niagara Falls, New 
York; Omaha, Nebraska; Maywood and Chicago, Hli· 
nais; Swarthmore, Pennsylvania; Flint, Michigan; Ok
lahoma City. Oklahoma; Corvallis, Oregon; La Porte, 
El Paso and Odessa, Texas; Seattle, Washington and 
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin. 

According to reports received, over 1,300 column 
inches of gratis publicity in 107 newspapers was re
ceived on the observances; about two-and a half hours 
of radio time was donated, and several displays were 
placed in stores and libraries. 

-
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The Belgi.um .summer school. with. Auxiliary BOOTd member Lea Nys, W48 held at the 'Hirondelle in Oteppe begt.nnfng August 
15, 1967. Over 200 persons from seventeen countries attended. With the Proclamation as iu theme the len-day school included 
study sessions, consultation, dramatic presentations and songs and prayers, climaxed by a unity banquet which su'I"p(Uud all 
expectations. A Flemish talk in the heaTt of WaHonie, given at one of the public meetings, W(I.S' a unique experience. 

Belgian Baha'is Sponsor Itinerant Exhibition 
In order to reach a wider audience during the Procla. 

mation period, The Baha'is of Belgium organized an 
itinerant exhibition. Held in Brussels at the Maison de 
la Presse from October 3 to 23, 1967, the exhibits 
included large photographs concerning Babi and 
Baha'i' history, 19th century books referring to the 
Faith, Baha'i pamphlets, news bulletins and books in 
many languages and graphs and posters explaining the 
principal tenets of the Faith. Hands of the Cause Mr. 
Haney and Dr. Mlihlschlegel addressed the audience 
and the movie HAnd His Name Shall Be One" was 
shown. The exhibition was visited by some 2,500 per
sons, of whom 400 left their addresses for further 
information. Three visitors declared themselves as 
Baha'is. 

After Brussels, the exhibition toured the other Baha'i 
communities of Liege, Ghent, Antwerp, Charleroi, and 
will shortly be shown in The Hague, The Netherlands. 

News Briefs 
A Baha'i speaker appeared on Dutch television on 

January 18. This is the first time the Faith has been 
presented on television here, making it an historic first 
for Holland. 

o 
The youth of Poona, India, have arisen with unprece

dented vigor and enthusiasm to teach the Faith in and 
around Poona. They have visited several villages, spo. 
ken at schools and were permitted to address an 
audience of over 1,000 people who were attending an 
open air movie. 

o 
At Taichung Normal University in Taiwan, Professor 

Hong, secretary to the President of the University, 
invited Baha1is to speak to his classes, which included 
about 120 students. Different aspects of the Faith were 
presented and there were questions afterward. 

o 
The Baha'is on Oahu, Hawaii, celebrated Human 

Rights Day by holding a public meeting at the National 
Haziratu'l-Quds on December 10, 1967, at 8 p.m. Dr. 
Richard Bauman gave a talk on "The Baha'i View of 
Human Rights" to a gathering of approximately thirty
five people, followed by refreshments and fellowship. 

CORRECTION 
BAHA'! NEWS, February, 1968, page 5. Legend identify
ing photo at upper right should read: "Mr. Samandari 
and his son ... " 

BAHA'i NEWS is published for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly 01 the United States, as a news 
organ reporting current activities of the Baha'i world community. 

BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee, Managing Editor; Mrs. Eunice 
Braun, International Editor; Miss Charlotte Linfoot. National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee. 

Material must be received by the twentY-fifth of the second month preceding date of issue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091, U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, IDinois, U.S.A. 60091. 
Changes received by the 15th of the month will take effect in the next month's mailing. 
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The Declaration of The Bab 

I am the Mystic Fane, which the Hand of Omnipotence hath reared. 
I am the Lamp which the Finger of God hath lit within its niche and 
caused to shine with deathless splendor. I am the Flame of that supernal 
Light that glowed upon Sinai in the gladsome Spot, and lay concealed 
in the midst of the Burning Bush __ . 

With each and every Prophet, Whom We have sent down in the past, 
We have established a separate Covenant concerning the 'Rememhrance 
of God' and His Day. Manifest, in the realm of glory and through the 
power of truth, are the 'Remembrance of God' and His Day hefore the 
eyes of the angels that circle His mercy-seat . __ 

Should it be Our wish, it is in Our power to compel, through the 
agency of but one letter of Our Revelation, the world and all that is 
therein to recognize, in less than the twinkling of an eye, the truth of 
Our Cause." 

(cited in The World OrdeT of Baha'u·tllih, p. 126) 
-THE BAlI from the Qayyumu'!-Asma' 

.- ....... -'" _.''''''-'''-'. 
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THE NETHE~LANDS PROCLAIMS FAITH WITH EXHIBITS, TALKS, TV 

National SpiTitua~ Assembly oj the Bahd'is of the Netherlands 
(above). Sealed, lett to right: Ahmad Taeed, Mrs. Lottie Tobias 
(secretary), MTS. Mas van der Garde (recording sec'y.) , Masud 
Mazgani. Standing: Edward Bode, Lout van Veenendaal (vice
chairman), Bob van Lith (chairman), Rein Gramsma (trea
surer), Kamran Alai. Below: National Winterschool 01 the Neth
erlands--a happy group representing all ages. Miss Irma de 
Rijp (rear, fifth from left) from the hard working, fast grow
Ing Baha'i community of Paramaribo, Surinam, was a special 

guest. 

Proclamation in the Netherlands, which began with a weI! at
tended public meeting on BahQ'u'Hdh's birthdall. rece1red a 
special stimulus from the first Baha'i exhibition in that C'otwlrll 
held in The Hague (left, above), This resulted in the firsl tele
vision presentation of the Faith. Another attractive exhibir u'as 
held in the hall of the Museum of Delft wheTe thousands 
viewed the display and took the free literature' offered ((ibm'e). 
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Proclamation in Hawaii 

Presentation of PToclamation book, Honolu!u, Hawaii to the 
Governor of Hawaii on FebTuary 6, 1968. Lett to right: Mrs. 
Florence KeHey. Dr, Claude V. Caver, GoveTnoT John BU1'ns. 
H'ugh Chapman (chai.rman of National Spiritual Assemb!y) and 
James Wada. The GoveT'PW'J' signed the Proclamation lOT the 

Baha'i Centenary at the same time. 

Garden Extension at Bahii 
The Universal House of Justice has announced that 

new gardens similar in style and area to the ij:aram-i
Aqdas are currently being constructed to the north and 
east of the Shrine at Bahji. This was made possible by 
the re-routing of an unpaved road which formerly 
passed close by the Mansion of Baha'u'llah bisecting 
the Baha'i properties. The relocation of the road to the 
edge of our property affords the additional advantage 
of lessening the noise of traffic in the vicinity of the 
Holy Shrine. A protective fence has also been erected 
around the edge of the property. 

A great effort was made to complete the work on the 
gardens by the time of the International Convention at 
Ri~van, but of course they will not attain their full 
beauty for at least another few years. It is planned that 
eventually formal gardens will completely surround the 
Shrine of Baha'utllah. This involves the development of 
gardens in the two remaining quadrants to the south of 
the present gardens. 

Meanwhile the ornaments, gates, and monuments in 
the gardens at Bahji and in the Vicinity of the Shrine of 
The Bab on Mt. Carmel have all been repainted and 
regilded. 

Winter School In Finland 
Winter School at Mukkula (Lahti), Finland was held 

January 5-7, 1968, with forty-seven attending, fourteen 
being interested contacts. The Proclamation period and 
teaching work was stressed. The Finnish BAHA'i NEWS 

states: "All agreed that private firesides are the most 
effective means for spreading the teachings, and we 
have to remember that teaching the Faith does not 

.~ ................. -

Finland Responds to Proclamation Call 
The Proclamation period has brought signs of in

creased interest in the Faith on the part of the Finnish 
people and the Baha'is of Finland are confident this will 
hasten the achievement of the tasks of the Nine Year 
Plan. 

Here is a town-by-town summary of activity: 
Helsinki - An invitation was extended to the Bahil.'i 

Community to give a presentation on the Faith at 
Lauttasaari Church on December 13, 1967, the first 
event of this kind in Finland. Approximately one hun
dred persons attended, including five pastors of the 
State Church. 

Lahti - The Civic Cultural Committee asked for and 
received a list of Baha'i events and activities for 1968, 
which will be put in the. Cultural Calendar. Arrange
ments have been made to obtain space for a Baha'i 
booth at the Lahti Trade Fair next summer. 

Two schoolgirls from a neighboring municipality at~ 
tended a Baha'i meeting, became interested in the 
Faith and told their religion teacher about it. This led 
to a taped interview with the secretary of the Lahti 
Local Spiritual Assembly and a two-hour presentation 
on the Faith to a class in religion at the school. The 
teacher (a pastor) was so interested that he made up a 
special list of questions to be answered by the girls 
during the second hour of their presentation. 

Tamper€ - A book display for World Religion Day 
was arranged in a lobby shared by the University of 
Tampere and the Workers' Institute. An estimated ten 
thousand people read the posters advertising the event, 
~'1 addition to which over one hundred received Baha'i 
literature during the exhibit itself, fifty in connection 
with the public meeting held at the same place. 

A secondary school requested a Baha'i speaker to 
present the Faith to religion classes. As a result 12Q 
students in four different classes received information 
on the Faith. About one hundred pamphlets were dis
tributed at these meetings. 

Turku. - World Religion Day in Finland was ob
served by representatives of the State Church (Luther
an), the Roman Catholic Church, the Church of the 
Latter Day Saints of Jesus Christ and the Baha'i Faith 
gathered in the same room to discuss religious matters 
affecting the world today before an audience of fifty. 

Two religion classes in a secondary school in Turku 
have been informed of the Faith through the efforts of 
children in the school 

Heinola - A settlement school concerned primarily 
with adult education sent a request to the National 
Spiritual Assembly for a Baha'i speaker to participate 
in a public religious discourse in which ilie Jewish, 
Greek Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Moslem. Mormon 
and Baha'i Faiths were represented. The principal of 
the school was deeply interested in the Baha'i point of 
view and cited some Baha'i teachings while answering 
questions from the audience. The only woman speaker 
was a Baha'i. 

o 

mean that one is the teacher and the other the pupil, 
but that it is a discussion between equals. The teach
ings must be given as a gift to make the hearer happy. 
We should teach out of love for God, and not just so that 
we might enroll new Baha'is." 
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Above, right: Hand of the Cause ~u'ci'u.·Hdh • Ald'i addressing 
citizens.at a public meeting Mid at Hotel Intercontinental, Ka
Tacni, Pakistan, February 18, 1968. At his left is' the tTan.datar. 
Mr. 'Ald.'i's talk stressed the victories of the Faith and the 
Proclamation obsEtf'vances throughout the world. Left: Pari of 
gathering at a tea given in honor of Mr. 'Ai.d'i at the Hotel 

lnte'rcontinentat 

PAKISTAN 

Bana.'i Hat!, recently purchased by the Local Spiritua~ Assembly 0/ Huderabad, Pakistan, wnkh 
may late1'- SeTve as a teaching inrtitute. It is a valuable piece Of property acquired fOT 81,000 

rupees. 
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Two Hands of the Cause Inspire Auxiliary Board T earn Conference 
Participation by two Hands of the Cause? Mr. Tara

zu'llah Samandari and Mr. Zikru'llah Khadem, high
lighted the Auxiliary Board Team conference held 
recently in Denver, Colorado, with more than 13(} 
Baha'is from eleven states and five countries in attend
ance. The presence of the two Hands of the Cause made 
the conference a rare opportunity for deepening in the 
essential verities of the BahA'i Faith. Auxiliary Board 
members participating included Mrs. Velma Sherrill. 
Mrs, JavidulIDt Khadem, Dr. Peter Khan and Mrs. Beth 
McKenty. 

Commenting on those whom God has chosen to fur
ther His Cause, Hand of the Cause Mr. Samandari re
minded the audience that "it is not the wealthy and 
famous who have propagated this Faith, but rather the 
ordinary people whose lives have been transformed by 
it." Otherwise, he continued, future generations might 
say that the wealth and power of the early teachers 
made it spread, whereas only the force of the truth of 
Baha'u'llcih is the cause for its rapid growth. 

Repeatedly he drew the attention of the Baha'is to 
the Central Figures of the Faith, reminding all of the 
suffering and persecution inflicted upon the Bab and 
Baha'u'lJah, and Their steadfastness in attempting to 
re·educate wayward humanity. 

With his son, Auxiliary Board member Dr. Mehdi 
Samandari, as interpreter, Mr, Samandari reca~ed the 
circumstances of Baha'u'llah's imprisonment In Tur
key and the Holy Land and stressed the orderly unfold
ment of God's plan for mankind in this day, WIth all the 

crises that beset humanity acting only as instruments 
for effecting God's purpose. 

Hand of the Cause Mr. Khadem shared poignant 
insights into the wisdom and all.encompassing under. 
standing of the beloved Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, in 
carrying out the steps necessary for raising up the 
Administrative Order and preparing for the gift to this 
planet of The Universal House of Justice. He, together 
with the four Auxiliary Board members, answered 
numerous questions asked by the Bah! 'is attending. A 
lengthy session on Sunday morning was devoted to this 
interesting and informative area. 

Representing the N ationa! Spiritna! Assembly, Dr. 
Daniel Jordan, chairman, appeared on a television 
program prior to the beginning of the Conference, and 
addressed a public meeting which attracted two hun
dred and sixty people, with approximately one hundred 
non-Baha'is. He also spoke to the Conference on diver
sity and achievement within the Baha~i community, 
under the title uNew Perspectives on God's Purpose for 
Man." 

A panel presentation on the World Order of Baha'u'
llah featured Mrs. Sherrill, Mrs. Khadem and Dr. Khan, 
and a slide program on the recent Conference in 
Kampala, Uganda, was given by Mrs. McKenty. 

Those attending expressed their gratitude for the 
presence of two Hands of the Cause in their area, and 
left inspired to channel this gratitude into the winning 
of remaining goals in the Nine Year Plan. 

Auxiliary Board Team Conference he~d in Denve?", CQlOTado, January 13-14, 1968. 

.-.~-
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BelieveTs throughout iran gatheTea for summeT schools in July 
and August in four cities_ Be~ow and opposite: VieWB of se.s
sions at the school in Ra.slt-t in Northern. fran. held during Julll. 
Below: second term of school at Tihrdn, Lasting througnout 
July and August this school had seven te-rms of six d01Js each 
with a total attendance of 400 be!ievers. Schoob WeTe also held 

at Ki1'1rui~hdh and ISfcihan during August_ 



~ ........... -. 
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; 

.Jran • en 

Right: 
At the summer resort of Ghil4n in ?Withern Iran wneTe" a Baoo'{ 
family visited fOT 'he purpose of giving the Divine Message. 
Similar trips to ruTal areas oj Iran have been made during the 
past year by devoted believers who have met with friends and 

taught the Faith. 

Below: 
The eighteenth National Bahd.'l: Youth Conference hei.d fOT 
th."ee dayS' in September 1967 in Tihrdn. Twenty-two delegates 
fTom the Baha'i community of iran pardcipated and discuBSed: 
youth. activitieS', teaching and BaM'! education, communication, 

pioneering and the protection of the Faith. 

Natio7l4! Bahd'f Pioneering Con/e'I'f!1I£lI!' held fo'r three days in November 1967 in Tinnin. Hand of the Came Sb,u'a'u'U4h • .Ala."i, 
(shown center front), Au.rtHaTtl Board members Rahmani and Eshragi; representatives of Baha'i Provincl41 Centers; do few mem
beTS of tJ1.e NationaJ Spiritua! Assemblv of iTan and of the Local SpiTi-tual Assembly Of Tihrdn were among those attending. Pioneer-

ing in fran and meeting the goals of the Nine Year' Plan WeTe the chief subjecU /OT discussion. 

7 
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Baha'i rommunitv at Quilali., NiooTagua., with traveting teacher 
Adolfo Co-rnavaca (back row, right). 

Part of the audience who came to hear the fint in a series of 
Proclamation Conferences at the Club VniVfm~itaTio in Mana

gua.,. NieuTagua. 

MAY 1968 

Guaymi Teacher Wins Cho(o Indians of Colombia 
The National Spiritual Assemblies and Auxiliary 

Board members from Panama and Colombia met dur
ing the Intercontinental Conference to consult on ways 
and means for Panama to accomplish one of its prime 
goals of the Nine Year Plan - taking the Faith of 
Baha'u'Uah to the Choco Indians in Colombia. Numer
ous efforts had been made without success. Finally 
Sefior Vicente Montezuma, Guaymi teacher and one
time member of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Panama agreed to accept this difficu1t and dangerous 
mission. 

It was December before he could leave for the primi· 
tive province of Darien and the neighboring depart
ment of Chaco, Colombia, expecting to return within 
three weeks. He traveled by boat to EI Real, a small 
village in the Darien jungle. From there he was able to 
get a ride in a piragua (Indian dug-<mt with motor) as 
far as the village of Boca de Cupe where he found no 
transportation to take him to his Colombian goal. He 
went to work to pay his living expenses while maintain
ing constant vigilance for someone traveling further 
upriver. While there he taught the Faith and estab
lished a new community of nine believers. 

After several days he was promised transportation 
within a week, so he followed a lead and went to a 
Chaco area called Quebrada Arusa and brought in 
thirty-two believers. He found one Baha'i who had 
accepted the Faith more than two years before and, 
though all alone, remained steadfast in his new reli
gion. 

On returning to Boca de Cupe to join those who 
planned to go upriver he was disapPointed to find they 
were not going. Vicente went back to work and to wait. 
Finally, on the first of January, 1968, he found a lone 
Colombian Negro who was going to Colombia. He was 
not friendly and Vicente wasn't sure he could trust this 
stranger; but he put his faith in Baha'u'llah and 
persuaded the fellow to take him along. [This once un
friendly stranger is now a Baha'L] 

For three days they polled their piragua upriver. 
Vicente's hands became sore and covered with blisters. 
Lacking experience in a ptragua, he frequenUy turned 
it over and fell into the water. Finally they reached the 
Kuna Indian village of Pava - the last settlement, the 
last contact with man and the end of the river transpor
tation on his route to Colombia. From here the two 
adventurers traveled for two days and nights at a fast 
trot through jungle inhabited only by tigers, snakes and 
other creatures. This brought them to the Cacarica 
River in Colombia and a few scattered Choco huts. 

Vicente set about his mission of telling these new
found friends, who have only a limited command of 
Spanish, about Baha 'u 'IUth and the brotherhood of 
man. Within forty-eight hours twenty-three Colombian 
Chocos were Baha'is. Vicente continued to teach them 
as he waited patiently for someone to make the return 
trip. At the end of a week another stranger came along 
and consented to guide him back along the scarcely 
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visible trail that had led him to his goaL Five weeks 
later he returned, giving the National Spiritual Assem· 
bly a list of twenty~eight new Baha'is and the areas 
where they ] i ve. 

The new Baha'is in Quebrada Arusa, Panama and in 
Rio Cacarica, Colombia, plan to build Baha'i Centers 
and schools. They begged for resident Baha'i teachers. 
No one in these communities can read or write. 

Vicente Montezuma's sacrifice has made possible the 
fulfillment of this important goal and the beginning of 
the work among the Chocos. 

German Youth Hold Winter School 10 Black Forest 
The 1967-68 German Youth Winterschooi was held in 

the winter sports city of Freudenstadt in the Black 
Forest with approximately eighty participants, 

Miss Anneliese Bopp, secretary of the National Spirit
ual Assembly, opened the school with a colorslide 
program on the Intercontinental Conference in Frank
furt. Morning and evening sessions consisted of 
speeches, consultations and work seminars. Among the 
many topics discussed were "Religion and Science," 
UUnity of Mankind" and "The Principle of Consulta
tion." Tapes on Baha'i history were played and slides 
from a trip on the Danube through the Eastern E"rope
an countries were shown. Afternoons were planned for 
skiing and other in- or outdoor activities, with a sit~ht
seeing tour of the Black Forest on New Year's Day. 

All expectations were fulfilled as these wonderful 
days came to an end for the many young and older 
friends who partiCipated. 

News B .. iefs 
Artemus Lamb, Board member residing in Mexico, 

spent several days on a teaching trip to northern 
Belize, visiting a number of villages, meeting with 
many Baha'is, and holding evening meetings where 
slides were used to attract the people. Mr. Lamb states: 
"This area is ready for the Faith and the work of 
expansion and consolidation should be energetically 
pursued." Mrs. Jane McCants, Board member from the 
United States, also visited Belize where a radio inter
view helped to attract 150 persons to a public meeting. 

o 
On the eighth day of the Alaska state legislative 

sessions this year, Pat Moul read a Baha'i prayer in the 
House. The entire prayer, 040 my God~ 0 my God! 
Unite the hearts of Thy servants, and reveal to them 
Thy great purpose . . ," was printed in the House 
Journal for January 20, 1968. A Baha'i prayer was also 
read during the 1966 sessions, 

o 
In St. Vincent, Windward Islands, Brigadier Clemen

tina Leopold of the Salvation Army, guest speaker at 
the World Religion Day observance, praised the high 
ideals of the Baha'i Faith and welcomed the followers 
of Baha'u'llah to the island. 

o 
Papua, New Guinea, held its summer school in late 

December, attracting nearly 100 persons. There were 
many inquiries and six who were present at the ses
sions made their declaration. Board member Violet 
Hoehnke was present at the school. 

.... _' ..• - ....... 
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Dr. UgO Giacnery, Hand of tne Cau.se (at left) on occasion oj 
his visit to Devonport, New Zealand following InteT'continental 
ConfeTence in. Sydney. Next to- him aTe Mrs. GWen Venu.s, 
pioneer from United Kingdom since 1960. Mrs. Ann Vowles, 
oldest Baha'i in New Zealand (89 years), Mrs. Giachery and 

Hod Vail. 

BaM·is of Puerto Rico and their friends enjoyed an aU day 
picnic in celeoTation of the Intercalary Days. This was ~eld at 
the home of MT. Carmelo Betancourt in Garrocn.ales, which. is 

half way between the cities of San Juan and Mayaguez. 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'b of FOTt Qu.'ap
pelle, Saskatchewan, Canada. 
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The nattonat ~,,?iTatu'I-Quds of Tanzania. being eTected in DIlT e.r Salaam witt be completed by the end of April 196B. Th.iJ- wUZ 
eMble the Bahci'fs: of Tanzania to hold th.eir national convention this year in their new Center. 

News from Africa 
On a return trip from Kampala, where he represeh· 

ted The Universal House of Justice at the Intercontinen
tal Conference, Hand of the Cause of God ~Ali-Akbar 
Furiitan gave a talk on universal peace at the Creative 
Arts Center at the University campus in Addis Ababa, 
Ethlopa. Over 250 people listened attentatively and 
many questions were asked. (North East Africa Bah(Pi 
News) 

A teacher training course as well as courses for 
regular students were scheduled for the new teaching 
institute at Tinto r Village, West Cameroon, Africa, 
beginning in mid·February, 1968. 

V 
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Moojan Mornen left London on Friday evening, Jan
uary 12, 1968 to fly to Senegal, West Africa, where he 
will begin an eight-month teaching project that will 
take him also to Gambia, Sierra Leone, Liberia and the 
Ivory Coast. Moojan is the first Baha'i youth of the 
British Community to respond to the appeal made in 
1966 by The Universal House of Justice for youth from 
Germany, Persia, the United States and the British 
Isles to make teaching trips of six to twelve months in 
the large-scale conversion areas. Moojan's offer was 
sent to The Universal House of Justice which received 
it warmly? allocated him to West Africa and eventually 
approved the details of the trip that were worked out by 
the Overseas Goals Committee in consultation with the 
National Spiritual Assembly of West Mrica, 

Unity HaU, the wrgest in Saigon, Vietnam, was fined to capacity with over 1,000 attendants for 
the observance of World Religion Day. TQP·ranking civil and religio-u.r leaders were preBent. 
Observance of the day was also he!.d in other major towns. The Faith continues to gTOW in 
Vietnam at the rate of about 400 per month. 
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Miss Shahin HOTmOzt, p..-esident of the Bahd'i College Club at 
Arizona State UniveTsity in Tempe, presents ten Baha'i books 
to Dr. Alan D. Covey, University LioTaTian for the Charles 
TrumbeU Hayden Li.brary. on the occasion of the lSoth anni-

v~saTy of Bahd'u'!!dh's birth, Novemfu!'T 12, 1967. 

News Briefs 
As an initial observance of the special promotion by 

United Nations of Human Rights during 1968, the Ba w 

ha'js of Auckland, New Zealand sponsored a public 
meeting with Janette Battrick as the speaker, The 
subject was "Our Rights as Humans." 

o 
The Baha'is of Gallup, New Mexico again partici

pated in the World Day of Prayer. This time, the third 
year in which they have taken part in this event in the 
community. they read a Baha'i prayer and were given 
the last place in the program, a very fitting tribute to 
Baha 'u'Uah on the part of the Methodist lady who was 
this year's chairman. 'Abdu'l-Bah.i's Prayer for all 
Mankind was read. The program ended with a friend1y 
gathering and all present showed a kindly feeling 
towards the Saha'is. 

TeacheT3 at fi:rst Matanuska VaHey Winter Week End, Febru
ary 10-11, 1Q68, held at Pa~meT, Ai.aska. From. lett, seated: Mrs. 
KathTyn Alio, Mrs. Marie Van Brunt, Don Van Brunt, Mrs. 
Mahala. DkkeTson, MTs. Lucille Stettler. Standing: Karl Stettler, 
Mrs. Roberta Christian, John Hursey and Mrs. June Th..omp
son. Among topics presented weTe, "The Spirit of Pionee1'tngU 

and "FamoUS' Women in the Baha'i Faith." Guest speakeT M-rs. 
Dicke-rson, a QuakeT Neg-ro aHorney, spoke at a public meeting 

on human rights. 

~ ..... , .... - .. -
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Award-winning Anniversary Gat"den at the InternaZional 
Flower and Garden Show, March. 29-31, 1968, in Chicago, In'/:
nois. This Garden, commemorating the 150th annive-rS«TlI of 
the Birth of Bahd'u'Udh, the 100th anniversary of His Me3Sdges 
to the kings, and the 75th anniversary of the intToduction Of 
the Faith in America, attracted many visitors. Over 330,000 

a Hended the Show. 

Baha'i in the News 
Through cooperation with one of the outstanding 

newspaper writers of the Dominican Republic, the 
Baha'is there have begun their Proclamation with a 
large feature story in the newspaper, El Caribe, on 
February 17, 1968. The article gives an historic resume 
of the Faith, states the principles it spreads throughout 
the world and some of the developments in the Domini
can Republic. It concludes with the statement: "It is 
true and evident that the enthusiasm of the optimistic 
followers of the Baha'i Faith is extraordinary and the 
spreading of its principles has been transformed into an 
integral part of their lives!' 

o 
The Tanzania Sunday News published a large feature 

story on the Baha'i Faith on February 25, 1968. The 
article states: "While most religions have only gradual
ly come to accept science and see it as something com
plete1y distinct from religion, the Baha'is feel that it 
is a force allied to religion." 

The article contained a photograph of the Baha!i 
House of Worship in Kampala. 

o 
Spain ~s American Weekly. Guidepost~ of February 16, 

1968 makes mention of the coming of Charles leas of 
Oak Park, Illinois to Palma Mallorca in 1953 as a 
pioneer fOI" the Baha'j Faith. The article mentions other 
details of his work in Madrid as well as his Baha'i 
activities in teaching and administration. This marks a 
milestone in respect to open publicity for the Faith in 
Spain. 

o 
An accurate and inspiring article on the Baha'i Faith 

has appeared in the March 1~ 1968 Friends Jou.rnal, 
published semimonthly by Friends Publishing Co. in 
Philadelphia. This two page account, "The Earth is But 
One Country" written by Mrs. Rachel Fort Weller, a 
member of the Friends Meeting at Urbana-Champaign, 
Illinois, captures the essence of the spirit and teachings 
of the Baha'i Faith and expresses this in a way which 
will surely kindle the interest of many readers. 
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Telling of Bahii'u'lliih's proclamation to the Kings 
she explains the concepts of: progressive revelation, 
the station of the Manifestation of God, and the basic 
Baha'i principles. Her account of the Baha'i plan for 
world peace through world government shows how 
perfectly Baha'u'lliih has provided for meeting the 
needs of humanity today. Although the article is written 
with the beliefs of Friends in mind, it would help 
anyone who is at all interested in solving the problems 
of society today and would convince one that the Baha'i 
Faith merits further investigation. Baha'is who are 
associated with or teaching people who share the be
liefs of the Quakers will find this article very informa
tive and helpful. 

A Tribute to a Distinguished American 
The National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the 

United States sent the following telegram to Mrs. Mar
tin Luther King, widow of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
civil rights leader and recipient of the Nobel Peace 
Prize, who was killed in Memphis, Tennessee on April 4. 
All local assemblies were urged to commemorate in be
fitting manner the passing of this inspired worker for 
the cause af human rights. 

TO: MRS. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
WE DEEPLY DEPLORE THE UNTIMELY PASSING OF 
YOUR DISTINGUISHED HUSBAND NOBLEMINDED 
SERVANT OF JUSTICE WHO SPENT HIS LIFE 
ALLEVIATING THE DESPAIR OF THE DOWNTRODDEN 
AND UPRAISING THE BANNER OF RACIAL UNITY 
AND PEACE. IllS CONVICTIONS ARE ENSHRINlID 
IN THE HEARTS OF THE RIGHTEOUS WILL 
UNDOUBTEDLY CONTINUE TO INSPIRE THEIR 
MOTIVES SWELL THEIR A=IONS AND SPEED THAT 
DAY WHEN JUSTICE WILL REIGN FROM MOUNTAIN 
TO MOUNTAIN AND SEA TO SEA IN THIS VAST 
TROUBLED LAND. HIS MARTYRDOM IN SERVICE TO 
MANKIND ASSURES HIM OF REPOSE BENEATH THE 
CANOPY OF MAJESTY BEHIND THE TABERNACLE 
OF GLORY. WE ASSURE YOU OF OUR FERVENT 
PRAYERS. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
BAHA'IS OF THE UNITED STATES 

APRIL 5, 1968 

Baha'i Publishing Trust 
God's Great Plan. By Henry Ginn. Here is the story 

of progressive revelation in simple, moving language 
for all to understand. It is based upon a Biblical 
concept for those whose religious comprehension is 
related to this background. Gradually it foreshadows 
and builds up the expectancy of the Return, weaving in 
lmowledge of other great Revealed Religions of the 
world with which the reader is not likely to be familiar, 
thus expanding his understanding of the Bible itself. 
BfCsuse of the style of writing, the material has been 
typeset as poetry, with varying length of lines and 
separated- into short verses. While it is primarily in-
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tended for teaching in the South, it should be most 
useful for introducing the Faith to all people who are 
Bible oriented, whose need is for simply-expressed 
language. It should also be used for deepening those 
who have caught the spirit of the Teachings of Baha'u'
llah but who need to better comprehend its basic 
meaning. 

This book1et, 7% x 4]12 (same size as several other 
publication s) has a full color cover reproduction of 
Baha'is of many origins coming out of the Temple in 
Wilmette. The book also has five black and white 
photos, one of the Ho]y Land and four of Baha'i chil
dren and youth happily engaged in various activities. 

Because of the great need for material of this kind to 
fulfill urgent goals of the Nine Year Plan and the 
struggle to keep an attractive-looking book as low 
priced as possible, a Jarge printing has been initiated 
and it is hoped the Baha'i camrnWlities will respond 
accordingly. Although single copy price should be 25c, 
please note the foHowing lots for ordering. Individual 
Baha'is within the community should be permitted to 
takE' advantage of Jot prices if the combined com
munity order is large enough to qualify for it. 

10 copies (minimum order) ................. $ 2.50 
25 copies .................................... $ 5.00 

100 copies .................................... $18.50 
500 copies .................................... $82.50 

Sing a New Song. Baha'i Songs for Children, compiled 
by Baha'i Committee on Music. There are songs for 
primary, intermediate and advanced ages with a sec~ 
tion of special songs for Holy Days and Feasts. The 
nursery section includes most songs from the former 
child's songbook. This is a beautifully and professional
ly designed book which every Baha'i family will wish to 
own, with or without children. Many of the songs are 
favorites of youth and adults as well as children, such 
as selections from The Hidden Words, various prayers, 
"God Is One," ~~The Singing Wind" and many others. 
Most of the songs in this book have universal appeal for 
all children as well as Baha'i children, making an 
attractive gift. 

This book has been produced in three colors, with 
delightful drawings by Anna Stevenson. It has a hard 
cover binding illustrated in three colors on texoprint 
plasticized paper which is cleanable. In order to secure 
the comparatively low price for this book it has been 
necessary to produce a rather large quantity. It is 
hoped that the friends will all lend support to this effort, 
securing a copy for themselves as well as for gifts? for 
it is a charming addition to Baha'i literature. 8% x 11. 

Per copy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $2 .25 
(Standing orders are being sent out on both items 
mentioned above) 
Orders should -be sent through community librarian 
to the Baha'i Publishing Trust, 112 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, minois 60091. 

BAHA"i NEWS is published for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States, as a news 
organ reporting current activities of the Baba'j world community. 

BAHA.'j NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee, Managing Editor; Mrs. Eunice 
Braun, International Editor: Miss Charlotte Unfoot, National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Pannelee. 

Material must be received by the twenty-fifth of the second month preceding date of issue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091, U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported direcUy to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Dlinois, U.S.A. 60091. 
Changes received by the 15th of the month will take effect in the next month's mailing. 
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Newlv Elected Members of The Universal House of Justice 

From tejt: H. BOTrah Kavelin, Hushmand Fathecizam, 'Ali Na~javcini, 
David Hofman, Amoz Gibson, David Ruhe, Charles WoLcott, Ian Semple, 
Hugh Chance. 

, , 
ANNOUNCE BAHA'I WORLD NEWLY ELECTED MEM
BERS UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE AMOZ GIBSON, 
'ALI NAKHJAVANI, HUSHMAND FATHEAZAM, IAN 
SEMPLE, CHARLES WOLCOTT, DAVID HOFMAN, H. 
BORRAH KAVELIN, HUGH CHANCE, DAVID RUHE. 

Haifa, Israel 
April 22, 1968 

- UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
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Se..,.,rions we"1'e held in Beit HaTofe, Haifa, Aprit 21-24. 

The International Convention at The World Center 
T'J"1m: SECOND International Convention of the Bah.a'i 
• Faith, held at the World Center in Haifa, Israel 

April 21 to 24, was attended by a third of the 729 eligible 
delegates from the 81 National Spiritual Assemblies 
now in existence. Some of these Assemblies were un
able to have even one member present due to lack of 
funds for transportation or other unsurmountable prob
lems. 

Although the Convention was scheduled for four days, 
all delegates were invited to arrive three days early 
so that they might have opportunity to visit the Holy 
places, to pray at the Shrines, to become acquainted 
with the members of other National Assemblies and 
to exchange ideas for the progress of the Cause 
throughout the world. 

Besides electing the members of The Universal 
House of Justice, the basic purposes of the Convention, 
as explained at the opening session, were to bring to 
The Universal House of Justice and the believers in the 
world through their National Spiritual Assembly repre. 
sentatives information on the scope of the Cause, and 
to create new dedication and inspiration from visits 
to the Holy Shrines and closeness to that Supreme In
stitution, The Universal House of Justice. 

To generate the spirit which was to permeate the 
sessions, the deJegates were given opportunity to visit 
and pray at the Shrines of The Bab and 'Abdu'l-Baha 
on Mt. Carmel as frequently as they desired from early 
morning until late at night. Group visits were scheduled 
to the Holy places in 'Akka associated with the life of 
Baha'u'llah and to pray at His Shrine. A visit to the 
International Baha'i Archives to view the sacred relics 

of the Central Figures of the Faith was arranged for 
each group following its visit to Bahji. 

The Convention opened formally on the first Day of 
Rigvan, April 21, by Hand 01 the Cause of God 'Amatu'l
Baha Rul:tiyyih Khanurn. Thereafter each half·day ses. 
sion was chaired by a different Hand of the Cause who 
introduced the subject for consultation and summarized 
the discussion at the end of the session. The roll call 
of National Spiritual Assembly members by countries 
and depositing of their ballots occupied the remainder 
of the first morning. In the afternoon an delegates were 
transported to Bahji to participate in the celebration 
of the Feast of Ri<;lvan in the beautiful I;Iaram-i-Aqdas 
facing the Shrine of Baha'u'Jliih which they again 
visited for private prayers before returning to Haifa. 

During the remaining three days the delegates dis-
cussed topics selected by The Universal House of Justice 
vital to the progress of the Faith and particularly the 
Nine Year Plan. It was explained that this Convention, 
not patterned after nor a model for national conventions, 
could make recommendations to The Universal House 
of Justice but no motions were made or voted upon, all 
recommendations being recorded for consideration by 
The Universal House of Justice following the Convention. 

The topics for the second and third days were on 
"Emerging from Obscurity" and "Building the Baha'i 
Society," induding discussion of such subjects as "The 
Forces of Light and Darkness," "Community Life," 
"The Rising Generation" and HThe Entry by Troops." 
There were evening sessions for representatives of 
cotmtries having special interest in common. It was 
dearly evident that each national Baha'i community 
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Most delegates visited the .,.ite of the future Temple on Mt. 
CBMnel oveTlooki.ng the Bay af Haifa. 

has its particular problems and need for the assistance 
and cooperation of its sister communities throughout 
the world. Strong appeals were made by representatives 
of the newly established National Assemblies for pio
neers, settlers, teachers. literature. and visual aids. 
Both new and long established Assemblies voiced the 
urgent need for deepening the believers in the Faith, 
increased teaching activity and universal support of 
their national funds without which many of the home 
front goals of the Nine Year Plan cannot be achieved. 

The Convention closed with a presentation by Hand 
of the Cause Dr. Ugo Giarchery on the Baha'i World 
Center and the showing of a beautiful slide program 
showing the tremendous amount of work accomplished 
by The Universal House of Justice in its first five years 
in the development and beautification of the Baha'i 
properties, especially at Bahji surrotrnding the Mansion 
and Shrine of Baha'u·llilh. Already the delegates had 
seen with their own eyes the indescribable beauty of the 
gardens and rejoiced that the hopes and plans of the 
beloved Guardian were being so dutifully and lovingly 
carried out by The Universal House of Justice. It is 
unlikely that any delegate will ever forget, or be able 
ta adequately describe to his fellow Baha'is, the mag~ 
nificence of the Shrines and the gardens by day, or the 
ethereal beauty of the lighted Shrine of the Bab and the 
International Archives Building at night shining across 
the Bay of Haifa to the Holy places of Bahi!'u'llilh in 
'A.kk.a. When all joined in singing "Allah-u-Abh8." at the 
close, one had the feeling that through their representa
tives the whole Baha'i world was rejoicing in its bless
ings and was arising with new determination to usher in 
with all possihle haste the Golden Age of BaM.'u'llah. 

-Charlotte M. Linfoot 

--, . .-, ... _.--

Left to right: TepTesentaUves trom Peru, BTUnei, BotsW4n4. 
AIMk4. 

DT. David S. Ruhe of th.e 
United States and Mrs. Bar
ba-Ta Sims oj NOTth East Asia. 
smile fOT a camera. 

Ha.nd. 01 the Cause E'It-OCh 
OHnga with two American 
delegates, DT. Daniel JO'Tdan 
and Dr. Sarah M. Pe1"'eira.. 

Rti~f1Jyih- KltantLm explains to a group an important teaching 
principle. 

] 
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HAND OF THE CAUSE 

VISITS 

GERMANY 

Hand of the Cau.re Mr. T. Samanda.ri visited Frankfurt, Germany. March 11-13, 1968. Ga.ther
ing.r were held each evening with. many frienda and guests attending. 

The April issue of BAHA'i NEWS carried an account of 
Hand of the Cause of God Amatu'l-Baha Rul].iyyih Kha
num's visit to Porto Alegre, Brazil, where the elite of 
the city gathered to welcome her. 

In Sao Paulo, RU1;tiyyih Khanum was greeted at the 
airport by Jamal Khanum, wife of the beloved Hand; 
by Leonora Armstrong, the j'mother of the South Amer
ican Baha'is," who became a constant companion for 
the remainder of her stay in Brazil; and by sixty 
Baha'is representing many communities. She was in
terviewed both by the pres 5 and on television and 
excellent publicity resulted. A twCHiay Conference was 
held on the weekend. with representatives of all the 
outlying communities and groups and an attendance of 
150 persons. 

She said, ··From the litUe that I have seen of this 
country, I get the impression that this is a very, very 
fertile field, indeed, for teaching the Faith. The Brazil
ians are alert, warm. I think that this combination and 
the fact that this is a new country, a growing country 
and a great country, should mean that the Baha'is can 
teach the Faith more widely." She especially stressed 
teaching the Indians. 

RUQiyyih Khanum spent one day in Campinas with 
Hand of the Cause Mr. Khazeh and Jamal Khanum. 
Accompanied by her cousin and Mr. Khazeh, she went 
on to Rio de Janeiro for another week of activities. She 
was greeted at the airport by the Baha'i friends and 
that night, in the presence of the Baha'is of that region, 
again spoke of the importance of the teaching work in 
Brazil. The next day she was interviewed by a repre
sentative of a widely-read daily newspaper. The follow
ing night she was honored at a dinner given by one of 
the friends at which nearly all of the Baha'is of Rio 

were present. 
The Baha'is of Brazil will never forget her visit, nor 

will the feeling of warmth and love and the desire to 
better serve the Cause ever leave them. 

Visits to the Indians of Br.zil 

The words of RuJ:tiyyih Khimum sank deep into the 
hearts of her listeners. One of the immediate reactions 
was the resolution of several young people to visit the 
Indians of Brazil and tmder the planning of the next 
National Spiritual Assembly meeting they were sent to 
three different localities. 

Sverre Taetz traveled about 2,000 kilometers by bus 
from Porto Alegre in the South to the State of Bahia in 
the north to spend two weeks in Mirandela, at the 
entrance of the Indian territory, mingling with Indian 
Baha'is of the communities of Sacao, Lagoa Grande 
and Marcacao. He was a changed person when he 
returned. having seen at close range the needs and 
opportunities of that ~'noble race." He plans to return. 

Six young people from the states of Sao Paulo and 
Parana were accompanied on the first part of their trip 
by an experienced member of the National Spiritual 
Assembly. They made the arduous trip (fourteen kilo
meters of it by climbing the slippery slopes of the 
mountain on which the one Indian family lives) to 
!tariti during the carnival week end of February 24-28. 
In the city of Pedro de Toledo, their first stoP. they 
presented the Proclamation book to the Mayor, who 
invited them to return or to send someone there to 
"unite the people of the city," promising to give them 
any help they might need. 

They spent two nights of their sojourn on the moun
tain sleeping in the bat--infested school building which 
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CHILDREN'S CAMP 

IN 

PANAMA 

In complia7LCe' with. one of the Nine Yea .. Plan goa.ls "to extend Baha'i education to the 
laT"eat possible number of Baha'i youth and children," the Republic of Panama held its 
ttrn B4h4~i ChUd1'en's Camp on the week end of FebTUBTY 11-18, 1968, at Vili4 Virginia. 
T1Dentll-fi.ve chUdren and twelve adults attended. Members of the National Youth Commit
tee wno B3sisted with the project have volunteered to help with a similaT one. 

would be available to a y-oung Baha'i teacher who could 
stay there to teach the children, under contract with the 
civil authorities. They hung their hammocks there and 
lived mostly on bread and bananas since they had 
offered their meager supplies as extras in the meals 
which they shared with the Indians. 

The Indian friends were truly delighted to have them 
and were eager to hear news from the Baha'i world. 
They proudly showed copies of the circulars and Nine
teen Day Feast letters which they receive r-egularly 
from the National Spiritual Assembly, although only 
the young son can read them. The youth, by means of 
visual aids, held several study classes with them, 
taught the children Baha'i songs and joined the Indian 
friends in worshipping with Baha'i prayers. 

The youth were enchanted with the reception they 
received and resolved to accept the invitation of the 
Indian friends to return in the not-too-distant future. 
They were so enthusiastic upon returning home that 
those who had not gone with them were "lighted with 
the same fire!" 

In the southern State of Santa Catarina, during this 
same period, the first contact with the Guarani tribe 
was made by a member of the Blumenau group - Sr. 
Rolf von Czekus, veteran of the Indian work of the 
Baha'i community in Bahia, Sf. Godrat Soltani of the 
Magi Mirim Baha'i community and other friends of 
Blumenau. Rolf plans to make more trips into this 
territory as follow-up of the work and to win, gradually. 
the Indians of the region to the ranks of Baha 'u 'lhih. 

Hand of the Cause Dedicates Qu' Appele 

Institute Building 
Sixty miles northeast of Regina, SaSkatchewan, Can

ada, in the beautiful Qu'Appele Valley, surrounded on 
all sides by ancestral homes of Canada's native peo
ples, one more plan of God is gradually wrlolding. Step 
by step, the Fort Qu'Appele BahO." Institute, a goal of 
the Nine Year Plan, is developing the facilities and 
programs which will allow it to fulfill its purpose - that 
of being a focus for the teaching of the indigenous 
peoples, and the sending out of Indian teachers. 

On November 19, 1967 the Baha'is of Saskatchewan 
were honored to have Hand of the Cause of God, 
Tara?u'lHlh Samandari, dedicate the new Institute 
building when he and his son, Dr. Medhi Samandari 
'Tisited Fort Qu' Appelle while on a four day trip in that 
province. 

For this important occasion, friends came from Ot
tawa, Saskatoon, Brandon, Kamsack, Lumsden and the 
Indian Reserves of Mosquito, Poorman and pasqua. As 
part of the ceremony prayers were said in Arabic, 
Persian, Assiniboine and English. A beautiful seron, 
hand lettered in gold and black by Barb Wild, with the 
Greatest Name penned by Mr, Samandari himself and 
also bearing his signature, commemorates the visit and 
the opening of the new building. 

Two years ago when the property was obtained, the 
only building site was an old summer cottage. Now, due 
to the dedicated efforts of the Qu'AppeUe Institute 
Committee and the contributions of the Canadian com~ 
m unity, the new chalet-type building stands ready to 
receive up to twenty overnight guests. 

T 
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Swiss Proclamation Gains Momentum 

The Zurich community organized the cOmmemora~ 
tion of the Letters to the Rulers to coincide with the 
teaching trip of Huschmand Sabet of Stuttgart, Ger
many, author of Der Gespaltene Himmel. A press 
conference was held, followed by Mr. Sabet's talk. 
Invitations were sent to all churches, movements and 
clubs .in Zurich. 

In Thun, a small city of 30,000 at the door of the 
Bernese Highlands, a dignified commemoration of 
Baha'u'Uith's Proclamation to the kings took place 
February 25. A banquet drew Baha'is and guests from 
Thun and neighboring cities and an exhibition was held 
in the meeting hall. The event was covered by a 
lengthy article in Thun's newspaper. 

Over no persons attended the observance at Geneva, 
assisted by Auxiliary Board member Mrs. Haenni..de· 
Bons and held in the Hotel de la Paix, where 'Abdu'l
Baha stayed on Saturday, April 6, 1911. Professor 
Alessandro Bausani, of Rome, spoke on, "The Religious 
Crisis and the Baha'i Faith," and his talk received 
press coverage. Dr. Bausani was interviewed over 
French-speaking Swiss radio. An article presenting the 
teachings of the Faith appeared in Switzerland's larg
est French daily. 

A Baha'i exhibit will further publicize the Faith at 
the Basel Muba Fair, Switzerland's second largest fair, 
attracting one million visitors. 

Literature with a covering letter and a reply card 
was sent out during March to 7,000 organizations and 
individuals. Among the replies received, ninety-five per 
cent were favorable and requested further information 
on the Faith. 
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Part Of the audienC€ at Proclama.tion in Thoun. Switzerland. 
February 25. 1968 with exhibition panet~ in backgTOund. 

Literature Presented at UN Conference in New Delhi 
The second United Nations conference on trade and 

development was held in New Delhi from February to 
March. Attended by 1,500 representatives of 132 coun
tries, this conference attempted to find solutions to 
global economic problems; Le., reduction of tariffs; 
increased flow of exports and imports between develop. 
ing and developed nations; transfer of technology to 
developing nations; financial and advisory assistance 
to developing nations and elimination of preierences in 
imports-exports, etc. 

Under the guidance of Hand of the Cause of God Dr. 
Muhajir, the National Spiritual Assembly of India, in 
collaboration with Keith de Fola, AUXiliary Board 
member, compiled a special souvenir brochure for the 
occasion entitled World Commonwealth- of Bana'u.'lltih. 

Bahci'i Youth of Bomba'll. India, who are extremely active in teaching in the Bombay area. 
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Pa.rt of exhibit at InteT'114Uonal FaiT at Nice, FTance held 
MIl'TCh. 1-IB, ]9158. 

It was presented to 1,500 delegates of UNCTAD, 500 
local and foreign news correspondents attending the 
conference? the non-governmental organizations attend
ing the UNCTAD and to a selected list of the UNCTAD 
Secretariat. 

Follow-up plans include: 1) Informing the national 
spiritual assemblies in the home country of the 
UNCTAD representatives for purposes of making con
tact with the representatives on suita hIe occasions, and 
2) mailing of brochure to 2,000 leading news editors, 
members of Parliament and government officials 
th roughou t India, 

It is hoped that the "global strategy of development," 
which was the keynote of UNCTAD II, may be influ
enced by the Writings of Bahil'u'llah, 'Abdu'l-Baha and 
Shoghi Effendi presented to them. The primary sub
jects covered were: The purpose of the "Revelation of 
Bahil'u'll8.h"; "Counsel to Heads of Governments"; 
uCommonwealth of Nations"; "Most Great Covenant"; 
uSeven Lights of Unity"; "Golden Age of Baha'u'llah 
and "Prayer for Mankind." 

Bluefields, Ni(aragua Awaits Pioneer 
Bluefields, Nicaragua is one of those many areas of 

the world filled with simple, loving-hearted people 
ready to be awakened to the Faith of Baha'u'llilh. 
Situated on the Atlantic coast, it is a meeting place for 
Baha'is from a vast area that includes ten communi
ties. They travel long distances by boats on the rivers 
which in the rainy season can be difficult and slow. 
Valiant pioneer, Cecilia King, has been working here 
alone, challenged by the immense teaching possibili
ties and the urgent need to consolidate. Among her 
many achievements has been the organizing of a school 
for children which has brought great joy to them and 
their parents. Visual aids are used in all deepening 
activities to the extent possible. 

There is urgent need for a strong young man able to 
travel extensively by boat to pioneer in this area. Both 
English and Spanish are spoken, simplifying the lan
guage problem for many. This vast, fertile field awaits 
someone to sow the seed and help with the harvest. 

They that have forsaken their country for the purpose 
of teaching Our Cause - these shall the Faithful Spirit 
stTengthen through its poweT. 

French Exhibits 
Draw Crowds 

In Ni(e, Montpelier 

7 

The yearly International Fair at Nice, France took 
place March 7-18, 1968. Approximately 3,000 pamphlets 
on the Baha'i Faith were distributed. A public confer
ence by Mr. Ghadimi of Leige. Belgium and SOme 
successful firesides were given by Mr. and Mrs. Janus of 
Ipswich, Massachusetts and Mr. Hall of trim. Among 
the Baha'is of Monaco and Nice who cooperated in 
preparing and staffing the exhibit were: Mme. 
Gaertener, Mrs. Samimy, Mr. Delepine and two new 
Baha'is, Mr. Frey and Mr. Coignon, who were contacts 
from the previous Nice Fair. The Nice Fair is interna
tional and people come not only from France but from 
many parts of the continent - Austria, Greece, Ger. 
ma~y. Belgium - as well as from England, North 
AfrIca and Israel. 

Exhibit in University Town of Montpelier 

As part of the PrOclamation program an exhibition 
was given in Montpelier, France from December 1 to 
10, 1967. The event was held in a large theater hall 
where the Writings of Baha'u'llah, books in various 
languages and color photos of the temples were dis
played. Many Baha'i friends from the South of France 
attended. Three public meetings were held with Mr. 
Delepine, Mr. Foubert and Mr. Robert participating. 
An excellent article on the event appeared in the 
regional paper, "Midi Libre." 

Cecilia King, pioneer in Blue;fields, Nicaragua, with cws Of 
children. 

- ... -
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Baha'i" youth who, undeT the direction of Mr. and Mrs_ Russen Ga1'cia o{ California, fonned 
a si.nging gTou.p which toured Australia in Janu.a.r1J and FeoTUary 1968. The "musical fire· 
sides" 400 other pTDgTams which th.ey gave in louT states were very popular, attracting 
large audiences. They appeared on TV, held press ccmje-rfmces and taped radio inte'l"views. 
High spot of the toUT was in Roya! Caledonian Han with an audience of 265, almost two 
thirds of these being guests. Among the places visited in their severa! thousand miles of tTavel 
were WoUongong, Melbourne, Collingwood, Geelong, Anglesea. Murratl Bridge, Port McLeaJ/ 
Aboriginal Reserve, Meningie, Tailem Bend, Adelaide, Renma:rk, WagrJa W'Ilgga. Young, Bm

bane. Lismore, New Castle, Mudgee, Sydney, and Springwaod. 

News Briefs 
The Bild-Zeitung, a daily newspaper with a circula· 

tion of more than four million, published an article on 
the Bah.a'i Faith which was for the most part positive, 
although a few statements had to be corrected. As a 
result the Baha'i literature was placed in the central 
archive of the largest German printing house and 
numerous requests for additional literature were re
ceived from the readers. 

The German Proclamation Exhibition has reached 
Darmstadt. The Local Spiritual Assembly sent out 
dignified invitations and had a whole page in the bi
weekly Happenings in Darmstadt, with pictures of 
various rulers and an invitation to the exhibition, the 
public meetings and the film, i·And His Name Shall Be 
One." 

o 
During a fifteen-minute interview conducted by a 

commentator on All-India Radio in New Delhi, April 11, 
1968, Hand of the Cause H. Collis Fea therstone pro
claimed the Mission of Baha'u'llah to an audience that 
extended from Korea to New Zealand - from the Phil
ippines to the United Kingdom. The interview was aired 
three times to uncotUltabIe millions of listeners. 

o 
The Local Spiritual Assembly of Hempstead and the 

Baha'i Group of Oyster Bay. New York, sponsored a 
memorial service in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King 
on April 10, 1968 at the home of Mrs. Rose Launderway 
in Hempstead. The service began with the reading of a 
prayer for the departed, and reading of the night letter 
sent to Mrs. King by the local believers. Also read was 
'Abdu'I-Bahil's address to the N.A.A.C.P. in 1912. Visi
tors of both races attended and the gathering was 
warm with fellowship and the demonstration of Baha'i 
love and unity. 

Bah~'{ in the Hews 
Re~igion in the Soviet Union, by Walter Kolarz (first 

published in Britain in 1961 and available since 1966 
from St. Martin's Press in New York) devotes a section 
of three pages to an account of the Baha'i Faith, its 
establishment in Russia where the first Temple was 
built in 'IIDqabad, the capital of the Turkmenian Soviet 
Republic. The story of the confiscation of the Temple, of 
the persecution of the Baha'is in that region, of the 
reasons why the Soviet authorities opposed the Faith is 
told in sympathetic manner. The author describes the 
Faith as being dangerous to Communism iibecause of 
its broadmindedness, its tolerance, its international 
outlook, the attention it pays to women's education. All 
this contradicts the commWlist thesis about the back
wardness of all religions." He gives a brief account of 
the history and origins of the Faith in Persia and refers 
to its spread to many countries of the world. The 
concluding paragraph states "The attacks on the Ba
ha'i in variOUS Soviet works is ... indirect evidence 
that the Baha'i faith in the Soviet Union has continued 
to exist after the Second World War." 

o 
A brief accurate account of the Baha'i Faith ap

peared in a prominent position in the newspaper Alpha 
for November 1, 1967. This paper is published by the 
students of the Bajendra Prasad College of Mass Com
munication in New Delhi, India. 

The article, titled "Baha'i Aim: Unity of Faiths" was 
based on an interview with Mr. K. H. Vajdi, secretary 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of India, and 
stressed the Baha'i teachings on oneness of mankind, 
of religion and of God. It went on to tell of the 
widespread acceptance of the Faith throughout the 
world as well as in India, and emphasized the fact that 
Baha 'u'llah came in fulfillment of the prophecies in 
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other world religions. The Baha'i message of world 
peace, the reverence felt by Baha'is for the founders of 
all religions and the Baha'i teaching concerning the 
progress of man's soul after physical death were also 
mentioned. 

o 
Gordon Laite, a Baha'i from Gallup. New Mexico, is 

the illustrator of a new book titled, Religions Around 
the WOTld by Leonard and Carolyn Wolcott. Leonard 
Wolcott is a professor at Scarritt College, Nashville. 
Tennessee, where he teaches history of religions. The 
book mentions the Baha'i Faith in several places. In 
one place it states: "A new religion of southwest Asia 
has spread to many parts of the world, especially to 
western nations ... Baha'is believe that the coming of 
Bahlt'u'llilh fulfilled the promises of the prophets of all 
religions. Baha'i, today. emphasizes the unity of all 
religions, world peace, and universal brotherhood," 
One of the illustrations shows the 9-pointed Baha'i star 
and a sketch of the Baha'i House of Worship in Wil
mette. The book is published by Abingdon Press. 

o 
A Tanzania newspaper recently published a four

column article on the Faith entitled, "Baha'i - Provid
ing a New Vision for Mankind," in which was stated: 
uThe Baha'i Faith offers a new hope and love for 
mankind; it would inspire man with a new idea of the 
basic unity of all religious doctrines. Finally, it unfolds 
to the eyes of Baha'is the glorious destiny that awaits 
the human race." 

o 
The Laurinburg, North Carolina News and Observer 

for April 14. 1968 carried a three column article, with 
picture, on Dizzy Gillespie, the Jazz star from that city 
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who has risen to popularity and fame. His recent 
affiliation with the Baha'i Faith was mentioned at some 
length in the account of his travels and activities. The 
tone of the article, in keeping with his fame as "That 
Dizzy Kid from the South" is light, but mentions the 
teachings on unity and brotherhood, as well as univer
sal language, and makes it clear that this well known 
musician is truly won over by the Faith which he 
recently joined. 

o 
The magazine Horoscope for April 1968 carries an 

article "Call of the Unknown" by Dane Rudhyar which 
carries references to the Baha'i Faith. In discussing the 
events in the rapidly changing world of the 19th century 
he refers to the coming of The Bab and Bahit'u'llaht 

crediting Him with being "the founder of the first reli
gious faith to take as its basis the establishment of a 
world order planetwide in scope." He further states: 
"The Baha'i Faith ... seeks to fecundate every aspect 
of our society by a God-revealed fLaw' through the 
power of love and utter trust and faith in the divine 
within every human being." 

o 
The Wellington, New Zealand Evening Post has fea

tured a story about a Baha'i pioneer in that country 
under the title "Persian Nurse Is Rarity in New Zea
land." An interesting fact is that many of the Maori 
patients in her hospital regard the Baha'i, Tahereh 
Vatanparast, as one of their own race. The article 
mentions her Baha'i affiliation. Mrs. Edith Danielsen? 
pioneer teacher from the United States, has also re
ceived good notice from the New Zealand press which 
has tied in her Baha'i teaching activity directly with 
the opinions elicited from her in interviews_ 

The National Spirituat Assembly of the South West Pacific Ocean presenting a printed mes
sage concerning Proclamation to SiT Robert Foster, K.C,M.G., High. Commissioner of the 
We.dern Pacifi.c. His Excellency was most courteous and showed considerable knowtedge 
of and inte'1'est in the Faith. rOllies were also sent to the District Commissioners of Cen
tral, WestlE!'1'n, Eastern and Malaitan Districts. Left to right above: A. Fassy, Johnson ToH
mai, Johnson Sukutu, Owen Buttrick, Mrs. MaTli Fassy, Bm Laing and the High Commis
Sion€T Si.,. Robert FOster. 
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Green Acre Bahd'i School. Eliot. Maine. FTom the ai,l". 

Baha'i Schools 
by the late Genevieve L Coy 

IF YOU WERE TO ask a number of Baha'is, most of whom 
are very busy people, '·Why is it that you are 

willing to take part or all of your summer vacation to 
attend a school, where you will spend a considerable 
part of the day working in classes?" you might receive 
such answers as the following: 

"I want to attend the summer school classes in order 
to deepen and add to my understanding of the Baha'i 
teachings. This is partly for my own education, and 
partly to increase my ability to teach the Bahia'i Faith 
to others. I will find courses which will increase my 
lmowledge of the teachings about God and His Manifes
tations, about spiritual re-birth and the meaning of 
'eternal life'. There will also be discussions on how a 
Baha'i can best live each day, in order that his conduct 
shall be an example of the Baha'i principles in action. I 
win have an opportunity to learn more about Baha.'u'
Jlab's plan for a new World Order - the means by 
which the unification of races, nations and religionr. will 
eventually become an accomplished fact. Through 
meetings for prayer and meditation, and through 
courses such as one called 'Deepening the Spiritual 
Life,' I hope to increase my understanding of the 
meaning and use of prayer .... These are some of the 
important things I hope to gain from going to a Baha'i 
summer school. H 

Another Baha'i emphasizes the fact that he will learn 
a great deal about techniques of teaching the Faith to 
others. <II attended a course last summer called 'The 
Spiritual Unfoldment of Humanity,' which included a 
study of Judaism, Christianity and Islam, in relation to 
the Baha'i teachings. This gave me a much better 
understanding of how to present our principles to mem
bers of other religious groups. One summer I found 

very valuable a course on the psychological factors in 
the development of character, and the principles of 
learning and teaching. These were presented in such a 
way as to improve our efforts at Baha'i teaching, and 
also gave us many suggestions as to how to be helpful 
to others in their personal problems. 

,jThen there are laboratory courses, in which the 
s~udents have practice in public speaking, in the plan
nmg of talks for various kinds of audiences, in the 
special techniques for radio presentations and in the 
writing of newspaper and magazine articles. All of 
these will not be given in all schools, every summer, 
but I think every school has one or two such practical 
courses each summer. It is this kind of practice course 
which I find increases my usefulness all through the 
year. " 

Our Plan for World Order 

A third Baha'i may stress still another aspect of the 
summer courses. ,jI like especially the courses which 
tell me what is going on in the world today, and show 
their relationship to Baha'i principles, and our plan for 
World Order. For instance, last summer at Green Acre 
we had one evening each week called 'A Baha'i Views 
the News,' and a course on 'History in the Making,' in 
which he gave the historical background of the federa
tion of states in the United States, as an example of the 
process which may be followed in the future formation 
of the Federation of the World. And I know that at 
Geyserville last summer there was a course called 
'Bridges of Human Relationship,' which showed the 
points of contact between the Baha'i Faith and modern 
developments in sociology, psychology, physical sci
ence, and so on. 



Geyserville Bahd'i School, 1967. Afternoon children's cla3.t in 
the Leroy l00.s: Memorial Grove. Teacher: Mrs. Marion West 
from Sparks. Nevada. 

UI believe that we need such courses as these to make 
each Baha'i more intelligent about the world he lives 
in, and, especially, so that we can show others how the 
Baha'i principles can contribute to the solution of our 
modem problems. PI 

A young Baha'i who is just twenty-one has a fourth 
point to contribute. "Of course I get a lot out of all the 
courses, but you know the thing I really like best of all 
is a chance to live in a real Baha'i Community for 
several weeks. I am the only Baha'i in my family. and 
so there are many of my interests which I can't discuss 
much at home. But at the summer school I am with 
other friends, who are ready to talk about Baha'i 
activities day and night - and that experience does me 
lots of good. And when I learn a great deal from 
working with other Baha'is - and playing with them, 
tool You don't get much out of a summer school unless 
you learn to be a really cooperating member of the 
group. And 1 need that - because at home my folks 
have spoiled me a hit! I am learning to give more 
consideration to what other people want and think! 

"We do so many kinds of things together after classes 
are over - SWimming and games are of course impor. 
tant to us, after we have been sitting still all morning. 
Then we have evenings of music and reading aloud, 
and sometimes a group do a dramatization. That may 
be just a Istunt night' for fun, or a serious and beautiful 
pageant or dramatization of some aspect of the teach
ings. We do have grand times doing all sorts of things 
together. 

"1 almost forgot to say that I really do like having all 
age groups together in the summer schooL In Youth 
Week we have programs especially planned for young 

_ .. - .. -.--
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Green Acre School, Eliot, Maine. Students at an evening class 
in Baha'i Haff. 

people, and that's fine. But I like other times as well, 
when children and older people are around. It makes 
me feel that I belong to something that is important to 
all kinds and ages of people! And I like to hear the 
experiences and ideas of people who have been Baha'is 
for a long time; it makes me realize what I have to 
grow up to!" ... 

"To Enrich His Knowledge" 

All Baha'i Summer Schools welcome all people, 
whether Baha'is or not, who have a sincere interest in 
the principles of the Bahiti Faith, and who wish to 
deepen their understanding of these teachings. Contro
versy, as such t is discouraged, but true discussion ·and 
sharing of ideas and experiences serves one of the main 
purposes for which the schools are organized. 

For the information of those who have never attended 
a Baha'i School, it may be noted that no tuition is 
charged at these sessions. Living expenses vary, de
pending upon the size and location of room, and wheth
er one has a single room, or shares a dormitory room 
with several others. 

The importance of the Baha'i School to the active 
Baha'i may best be summarized in the words of Shoghi 
Effendi - HI! he attends his summer school- and ev
erY' one without exception is urged to take advantage of 
attending it -let him consider such an occasion as a 
welcome and precious opportunity so to enrich through 
lectures, study and discussion his knowledge of the 
fundamentals of his Faith as to be able to transmit, 
with greater confidence and effectiveness, the Message 
that has been entrusted to his care." (The Advent of 
Divine Justice, p. 45) 

-from World Order, vol. 6, pp. 89-95 
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Human Rights Emphasized 

in Naw-Ruz Observances 

Community Make. Many New Friend. at Naw·R6z 
Celebration 

"How can a Naw-Ruz celebration successfully intro
duce a town of 10.000 to the Baha'i Faith with only three 
newly declared adults and one Baha'i youth living 
there?" In March, this was the question asked and the 
challenge faced by the small group of Stoughton, Wis
consin. They had only one asset. The Baha'is of Madi
son, eighteen miles away. were eager to help, but the 
planning and the groundwork had to be done by those 
on the scene. First, a brief notice appeared in the local 
paper announcing the Baha 'is of Stoughton were plan~ 
ning to celebrate their New Year with an art exhibit, 
international dinner and program for the pUblic. In 
observance of United Nations Day for the Interna
tional Elimination of Racial Discrimination, which also 
falls on March 21, a menu of food favorites from many 
lands was planned. Next. a hall with kitchen facilities 
was rented, and a local Girl Scout troop was engaged to 
help serve the buffet style dinner. Madison Baha'is 
prepared the supper; assisted by the University of 
Wisconsin Baha'i Club and other Baha'is. Then, from 
Jefferson came the Baha'is to spend a day helping with 
last minute preparations. 

Paintings and art work from gifted amateur Baha'i 
artists as well as paintings and sculpture from prl)-. 
fessional Baha'i artists George and Lori Nuezil of 
Milwaukee and Amy Grundgeiger of Madison were 
borrowed and put on exhibit around the hall. 

For this first public program, a dynamic Baha'i 
speaker was engaged. Children from Madison, a local 
teenage folk singer and a Baha'i soloist furnished the 
musical part of the program. 

Finally. in spite of a fireman's ball and other things 
going on in town that night, approximately 120 people, 
over half of whom were non-Baha'is, attended to view 
the art exhibit, chat with the Baha'i hosts and enjoy the 
delicious international dinner. An amusing sidelight of 
the celebration was the puzzled questions from the 
guests concerning no place for donations. The crowd 
was a most attentive and enthusiastic audience for the 
whole affair. A perfect example of "Make a beginning. 

" 
Howard County Bah.',. Host International Smor9a.bord and 
Dance to Celebrate Naw·Ron 

Naw-Rtiz, celebrated in gala fashion in the metropoli
tan area of Baltimore, Maryland on March 23, was 
hosted by the Spiritual Assembly of Howard County. 
Baha'is, their friends and guests gathered at Slayton 
House in the new city of Columbia, which is in Howard 
County, to dance and to dine on the international 
smorgasbord prepared by the Baha'i ladies of Howard, 
Baltimore and Harford Counties and Mrs. Donna Reed 
of Baltimore City. 

The celebration was publicized with a carefully 
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Some of the BaM'is and guests attending the Naw-R1lz cele
bration in Forsyth, Georgia. 

planned three-week buildup in the local newspapers of 
Howard and Carroll Counties. Such publicity led to the 
bounty of a 4O-minute interview of Mrs. Mary K. 
Radpour from Baltimore County by a reporter which 
resulted in an accurate and well written article on the 
Faith in the Baltimore Evening Sun on Saturday, 
March 23. 

The immediate effect of all this heightened the spirit 
of the Baha'is participating and thus a number of 
serious discussions were held during the celebration. 
Interest was expressed by many of the guests who 
attended, and congratulations were extended by the 
president of the Unitarian Universalist Society of How
ard County because he felt "the Baha'is really know 
how to put on a party." The evening was concluded 
with "The IOOth Year" slide show. Approximately 200 
persons attended the celebration and thoroughly en
joyed the evening. 

Naw-Ruz Dinner and Program Was Wonderful 

According to Public Information Representative Hil
dred Rice of the Corvallis Spiritual Assembly. Oregon, 
"The Naw-Ruz dinner and program was wonderful" 
and' 'truly our finest hour." "From the yOlUlgest school 
girl, a seventh grader, to the great grandmother, al1 
seemed to be having a wonderful time." "Two other 
guests of interest were the high school senior 'modern 
problems' teacher and his wife. He wants all the help 
we can give him for his classes on comparative reli
gions. He found out about us last year and ever since 
has been most enthusiastic about telling the young folks 
about US.'l 

In Fort Worth, Texas the Naw-Ruz dinner and musi
cal program attracted approximately sixty people. Of 
that number, only fourteen were Baha'is. 

Bah.', library Opened 
A Baha'i Library was opened in Cheshire, Connecti

cut by Mrs. Marian Brettner, homefront pioneer, honor
ing Naw-Ruz and announcing to the people of Cheshire 
the availability of Baha'i books. 

A Banquet Held 
The Spokane Baha'i Community joined the obser

vance of Naw-Ruz at a banquet hosted by the Spokane 
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At th.e Naw-Ruz paTty faT children in Foundation HaH of the 
House of Wo,"sh.ip in Wilmette, Illinois, 

County Commissioners District No. 2 at a hotel which 
provided a quiet, lovely dining rOOm for the occasion. A 
large cake with the words "Allah-u-Ahha" in the center 
carried the names of eleven new believers of the past 
year on small nine-pointed stars mounted on plastic 
picks which afterward were presented as book-mark 
souvenirs to each particular believer. The cake was 
arranged by the Spokane Community, Mter dinner, the 
Baha'is and their guests viewed and listened to the 
slide-tape presentation of the Intercontinental Confer
ences. Mrs. Mary Parker. Public Information Repre
sentative of the Spokane Spiritual Assembly reported 
it as "a fitting climax to a joyous evening of love and 
fellowship among the friends and their guests and 
bringing forth spiritual reaffirmation on an individual 
basis, as well as through group effort, of an ever-in
creasing teaching tempo in the Baha'i Year 125." 

Naw-RO% Celebration: An Historic Occasion 

For the first time in the history of Forsyth, a small 
middle Georgia town with a population of 5,000, a public 
integrated meeting was held at the Forsyth Motel. This 
historic occasion was the celebration of Naw-Ruz spon
sored by the Baha'is in that town. Mrs. Kelly, a Baha'i 
living in Forsyth, said uThe gathering, in this hard
core-segregationist town, took place without incident 
winning the respect of local residents who recognize 
that Baha'is are doing what the church should be doing 
and causing the bewilderment of those who are striving 
so hard to maintain a segregated community. Fourteen 
non-Baha'is attended from the area, seven of whom 
were Negroes." 

Other Joyful Observances 
Two Baha'i communities in New York State have 

reported joyous celebrations of Naw-Riiz which served 
both as a means of bringing the Faith to the attention of 
friends and to gather the believers for a happy Baha'i 
event. In Niagara Falls a celebration to which the 
public was invited was held at a local hotel on the 
evening of March 21. The program opened with an ac
COWlt of the meaning of N aw-Ruz given by Julie Maglio 
and Gail Kappus after which Baha'i songs were sung by 
all to the accompaniment of the Baha'i Band, consisting 
of: Harry Caldwell and Bob McKown, guitars, Dan 

Lazich, saxophonet Mildred McKo-wn and Frances 
Bechtel, ukuleles. There was a color slide program 
titled "The Voice of God" given by the Niagara County 
Baha'i children's class and consisting of slides com
posed from drawings made by the children to illustrate 
their study course. Pictures depicted the story of crea
tion, the progressive advents of Prophets of God the 
principles of the Faith. An original ballet to the ~usic 
of "Born Free" was danced by Maria Maglio and at 
the close of the program the children dressed in im
pressionistic costumes representing various countries of 
the world sang "It's a Small World". Singing by the 
entire audience was interspersed with the other parts 
of the program and at the end everyone enjoyed re
freshments and sociability. There was good publicity in 
the local paper, including mention of the Fast and Naw
Ruz. 

The believers of Yonkers held a potluck dinner and 
program at the home of Mrs. Lola Donaldson which 
was attended by believers and several friends. A good 
writeup in the local paper explained the significance of 
the day and told briefly of the Baha'i Faith. Monthly 
ads featuring the words of Baha'u'llah are placed in the 
local paper. 

Members of the Baha'i Group of Clinton Township, 
Michigan observed Naw-Ruz by sponsoring a square 
dance party at the William Nicke School. 

Festive gatherings were held in honor of Naw-Ruz by 
the Communities of Fayetteville, Arkansas; Spring
field and Gardner Township, Illinois; Fairfield, Nor
walk, Westport and Wilton, Connecticut; and Bergen 
County, New Jersey. 

Similar celebrations were held in Gallup, New Mexi
co; Flagstaff, Arizona; Waterloo, Iowa; Park Ridge, 
Illinois; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Grand Rapids, 
Michigan; Key West, Florida, and Orange County, 
California. 

Mrs. Vicki Jefferson and Kenneth Smith, members of the 
Local Assembly of Fresno, California present The Proclamation 
of Baha'u'llah to MayoT Floyd Hyde of Fresno. Mayor Hyde 
graciously received the book and commented that he -re
membered the Baha'i week held in Presno. 
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Bah~'{ Proclamation in 
Washington. D.C. 

Mrs. Eulalia Bobo of Beverly Hills, California visited 
the Washington, D.C. area March 31 through April 8, 
1968 for a week of Baha'i Proclamation under the 
sponsorship of the Local Spiritual Assembly. 

On her arrival she was hosted at a public reception at 
the Baha'i Center. She spoke on three occasions before 
the staff and students of a local Job Corp Center in the 
depressed area of the District of Columbia; was fea
tured at a Store Front Meeting in the heart of the riot 
area; was the guest at several luncheons and dinners, 
the most notable being a privately arranged luncheon 
at the Statler Hilton Hotel; with the wife of Mayor 
Washington, attended by a Baha'i representation and 
lastly an appearance on television with a Baha'i co
partner, Mr. Richard Witter, for 45 minutes of questions 
and answers on the Baha'i Faith. 

The climax of this week of Proclamation was the 
presentation of The Proclamation of Bahci'u.'Hah to Mr. 
Carl Coleman, Special Assistant to the Mayor, who 
courteously received the Baha'i delegation and ex
pressed personal interest in knowing more about the 
Faith. 

Swarthmore Group Active in Human Rights Meeting 
The Baha'i group of Swarthmore, Pennsylvania re

cently had an opportunity to demonstrate that Bahit'is 
can be the "experts in Human Rights" which they are 
called upon to become. The Baha'i group of four sent 
two representatives to a meeting of the local United 
Nations Committee, a group representing some 25 
churches and other organizations, meeting to arrange a 
spring program. Arriving quite late, having been de
tained by an emergency involving an iQjured child. the 
Baha'is found that the meeting. somewhat floundering 
without a sense of purpose or action, was receptive to 
explanation of what the members of the Baha'i Faith 
are planning to do during Human Rights Year. A plan 
was made to show a movie highlighting the racial issue 
and the Baha~is were asked to arrange a meeting 
featuring Baha'i speakers on Human Rights as well as 
the movie. The planning meeting ended with the word 
Baha'i on everyone's lips and the two Baha'is gratified 
if somewhat startled at the new responsibility. 

The necessary arrangements for the meeting did not 
come easily: the movie had to be viewed and approved 
and ordered. The one chosen was; "Nothing But a 
Man," a moving and powerful film about the efforts and 
heartbreak of a young Negro trying to make his way in 
a white man's world. Baha'i speakers had to be found 
who could highlight the wider implications of human 
rights. A panel of three and a moderator was gathered, 
all with a particular knowledge of human rights apart 
from their Baha'i qualifications. 

The meeting was a great success. In a town of some 
6000 people, noted for their apathy in attending meet
ings, and with the added competition of a political 
meeting, it mustered over 100 people. There was excel
lent prior publicity written by the UN publicity repre-
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The Proclamation of Baha'u'llah is presented to the MayOT of 
WQ.$hington, D.C. Left to right: Housh4ng Karimi; Dr. Sarah 
M. Pereira; Terry Randolph; Carl Coleman, the Mayor's Rep
resentative; Mrs. Eulalia Bobo; Mrs. Soo Fouts; Bernice 
Brigham. 

Theodies Washington, Baha'i of Washington, D.C., presents 
Proclamation book to Miss- Leontyne Price while Baha'i friends. 
Lecme Webster and Gazzel Tawfig look on. The occasion WIl3 

Miss Price's visit to Washington for a concert on February 24 
at Constitution Hall. A gift of two dozen roses fTom Baha'is 
and their friends who attended was- displayed during the con
cert. 

sentative, givjng full recognition to the Baha'i group. 
Following the meeting the Baha'is found a lot of ap
proval showered upon them, and astonishment that "so 
few of you" could put on such an event and "speak with 
such authority and confidence." Truly, when Baha'is 
exert effort and trust, the longed-for confirmations 
come. 
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Fir.st Local Spiritual Assemblv 0/ Floriuant. Missouri, formed 
April 21, 1968. Front row right to left: John Owen (ch.airman), 
Cliff FTederilaen Jr. (vice chairman). Eileen Wagner (sec
reta",), and Edna HaUerman (tn«S1Lrer). Second row left to 
right: George Halterman.,. Esther M cCoUum, J O!Jce Owen,. 
Pauline Oung.st, and Gordon Wagner. 

Fir.ri Local SpiTituo.! Asaemblll, of Lexington, Kentucky, 
elected April 21, 1968. In forming this Assembly the believerS' 
helped with Ihe Nine Year Plan Goal Of establishing two local 
Asllemblies in each State, Lexington being the second As
sembi" in Kentucky. Left to right, fTont: Mrs. Diana G. De
Che.sere, MTS. Judith P. ATChambo, Mrs. Edyth.e Parks, M1'8. 
Ma.rth.« M. JefleTs; ReaT: JaJj DeCheseTe, Norman F. Arch-ambo, 
WiUiam R. Givens, James T. Sleet, Lawrence B. Brown. 

Baha'i AssO(iation at Harvard Takes Teaching Trip 
During Harvard University's spring vacation (March 

29 - April 7) the Baha'i Association at Harvard was 
once again privileged to teach the Faith, this time in 
the state of Georgia. Four of its members: Linda 
Roche, Julie Smithies, Greg Dahl, and Phil Christen
sen, assisted by Peter Barkley of Cambridge, Massa
chusetts, had the inestimable bounty of traveling more 
than 3500 miles for the Faith. 

With the able assistance and cooperation of the Geor
gia State Goals Committee events were scheduled in 
seven cities. 

In Atlanta proclamation was carried out at three 
levels: public media, schools, and firesides. A press 
release in the Atlanta Journal announced the week's 
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Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd'is of Miami Beach, Florida at 
the time of thei.T incorporation., April 1. 196B. Left to right, 
seated: Mrs. Virginia O'Hara. (cones. sec.), Mrs. Tooy Emanuel 
(chairman), MTS. Di.ana: Wodin (vice chairman), Mrs. Eliza
beth Ashraf (ree. sec.); standing; Allan Perlman. (!Teas.); Mrs. 
Grace O'Donald. WitHam F01'restl RobeTt O'Hara,Irving Woain. 

FiTst Local Spirit1Ul.l Assembly of the Baha'is of Downers 
Grove Township, Illinois, formed at Ri¢vdn 1968. Lett to 
right: Mrs, Julia Jordan, Ju.lie Cou.hier, Joseph Cotdtier 
(vice-chairman), MTB. Gladyce Coultier, George Eggert, Miss 
Kathleen Harris (Tecording seCTetarll). Miss NanC'll Floyd 
(treaS1.l.rer)1 Ronald Hauck (chairman). M1'S. Helen Hauck 
(co"esponding secretary). 

teaching efiorts, Interviews were arranged with the 
Atlanta Constitution and the Atlanta Voice and a radio 
program was given. Greg Dahl spoke to a class of 
fifteen young ministers at Chandler School of Theology 
at Emory University, the professor was quite interested 
and invited term papers on Baha'u'llith, Morehouse 
College, which later in the week was to playa central 
role in the tragedy of Dr. King's death, was able to hear 
of Baha'u'llith's healing message as Linda, Peter, and 
Greg spoke to two world religion classes. The second 
lecture was arranged on the spot because of the profes
sor's warm, reaction to the first. And at North Springs 
High School Julie and Phil spoke to two classes of 
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fifteen students each on the Bahit'i approach to current 
social problems, sparking spirited discussions. Also in 
Atlanta, Peter and Linda gave two firesides for the 
public and a good opening was made for the Faith at a 
coffee house. 

In a similar way students and public were awakened 
to the Faith in six other Georgia cities. In Marietta, the 
Southern Tech campus radio station interviewed Greg 
for half an hour about the Faith and later he addressed 
an audience of 160 on the purpose of education. At the 
vesper service for Tift College of Forsyth, Peter, Linda 
and Greg discussed the Faith with about forty girls, 
creating a warm reaction and holding the audience 
over the time limit for the meeting. In Macon, a special 
religion class of fifty students at Mercer University 
heard the team speak about Baha'u'llah. Two religion 
classes at the University of Georgia in Athens learned 
about the Faith in class and in the Chapel of Georgia 
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Military College in Milledgeville over 200 cadets were 
very responsive to the talk by Julie and Phil the 
audience staying half an hour past the scheduled' end, 
and forty students spending another hour asking ques
tions in the halls. In Augusta an anthropology class of 
twenty-five at Augusta College heard Phil speak on 
ethnology and religion; the Faith was discussed for 
fifteen minutes by Julie and Phil on TV, and a five 
minute interview was held on a radio station. 

The five Baha'is came away from Georgia feeling 
gratitude for the bounty of serving Baha'u'llah, deep 
appreciation for the huge effort which the Georgia 
friends put forth to make the trip successful, and a 
deep sense of the importance of the Southern Baha'i 
commtmity. They were impressed again and again with 
the fact that the only remedy powerful enough to solve 
today's problems is the Word of God. 

Bah~'( PublishinCJ Trust 

New Lesson Plans and Handbooks for Children's 
Classes Edited by Advisory Committee 

on Education 

BAHA'I SCHOOL LESSON PLANS 
The following lesson plans provide the teacher with a 

set of easily used materials including lesson goals, 
references, methods, teaching aids and helpful remind
ers. 
Baha'i Holy Days. A series of ten lesson plans for each 
of three age groupings to use in teaching children the 
significance of Baha'i Holy Day observances. This book 
includes: Birth of The Bab; Declaration of The Bab; 
Martyrdom of The Bab; Birth of Baha'u'llah; Declara
tion of Baha~u'Iiah; Alicension of Baha'u'Uah; Day of 
the Covenant; Ascension of iAbdu'I-Baha; Feast of 
Naw·Rtiz; and the Period of the Fast. This one volume 
contains: Primary (Grades 1, 2 and 3); Intermediate 
(Grades 4, 5 and 6); Junior (Grades 7, 8 and 9); 8,", x 11 
size; 176 pp. 
Per Copy (Grades 1 through 9) .................... $2.50 

Grade 7 - Series 1 - History of Religions; The Cove
nants of God; Jnstlce. 144 pp. 
Per Copy ......................................... $2.00 

Grade 8 - Series 1 - Heroic Age of the Bah' 'i Faith; 
BaIui'i Obligations; World Government. 112 pp. 
Per Copy ......................................... $2.00 

Orders should be sent through your community li
brarian to the Baha'i PubliShing Trust, 110 Linden 
Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091. 

TEACHER'S HANDBOOKS 

Teaching Baha'. Children's Classes - Volume Vj 
Crafts, Games and Songs - Volume VI. (These two 
volumes are bound together as one.) These handbooks 
for teachers contain practical guidelines, suggested 
materials, teaching aids, instructional activities and 
references. The section on crafts and games is profuse
ly illustrated with drawings and diagrams for construc
tive projects of many kinds. 144 pp. 
Per Copy ......................................... $2.25 
(All items above are 8 x 11 inches in size, each with 
different colored cover.) 

NOTE: Because of the specialized nature of this materi
al, it will not be sent out on standing orders. 

Quantify Price on Proclamation Brochure 
When Bah<i'u.'Udh: His Call to the Nations was pub

lished, a special price of $79.50 Net was offered for the 
first six weeks in quantities of 500 for both brochure and 
envelopes. Over 50,000 copies have been sold and the 
brochure is on its second printing. Once again a special 
quantity price based on the second printing is being 
offered to assist all communities who were not able to 
take advantage of the first offer or who wish to make 
more extensive use of it. 

The material was prepared as a principal tool for use 
throughout the Proclamation years. Although the dis
tribution of more than 50,000 copies in a few months has 
been a record for an item of this kind, there are still 
many people in the United States who should be the 
recipients of this message in this crucial time. 

500 copies ............................... $65.00 Net 
500 matching envelopes ................. 10.00 Net 

BAHA'i NEWS is published for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States, as a news 
organ reporting current activities of the Baha'i world community_ 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee. Managing Editor; Mrs. Eunice 
Braun. International Editor; Miss Charlotte Lintoot, National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Pannelee. 

Material must be received by the twenty-fifth of the second month preceding date of issue. Address: BahB.'i News Editorial 
Omce, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091. U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, nUnois. U.S.A. 60091. 
Cballies received by the 15th of the month will take effect in the next month's mailing. 
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The Call for Sacrificial Outpouring of Resources 

CABLEGRAM FROM THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE TO ALL NATIONAL CONVENTIONS 

WITH JOYFUL MEMORY OF DEDICATED SPIRIT MATURE DELIBERA
TIONS SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION HAIL GOLDEN OPPOR
TUNITY NATIONAL CONVENTIONS AS CRUCIAL MIDWAY POINT NINE 
YEAR PLAN APPROACHES GALVANIZE BELIEVERS DIRECT ALL 
EFFORTS ACHIEVEMENT EVERY REMAINING GOAL AND SIMULTANE
OUSLY EXTEND ACCELERATE UNIVERSAL PROCLAMATION DIVINE 
MESSAGE STOP WITH UTMOST LOVE CALL UPON ALL BAHAIS FOR 
SACRIFICIAL OUTPOURING ENERGIES RESOURCES ADVANCEMENT 
REDEEMING ORDER BAHAULLAH SOLE REFUGE MISDIRECTED 
HEEDLESS MILLIONS STOP WORLD CENTRE FAITH SCENE PROLONGED 
PRAYERFUL CONSULTATION WITH ASSEMBLED HANDS CAUSE GOALS 
PLAN INCLUDING FUNDAMENTAL OBJECTIVE DEVELOPMENT INSTI
TUTION HANDS VIEW EXTENSION FUTURE GODGIVEN DUTIES PRO
TECTION PROPAGATION STOP SUPPLICATING CONTINUALLY HOLY 
SHRINES LORD HOSTS BOUNTIFULLY REWARD DEDICATED ARDENT 
LOVERS COMPLETE GLORIOUS VICTORY_ 

Haifa, Israel 
May 9,1968 

(signed) THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
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'Amatu'l Baha Ruhfyyih Khanum 

Three different Indian tribes, three different climates. 
and five different modes of travel in a period of a month 
were experienced by Hand of the Cause 'Amatu'l~Baha 
RUJ:tiyyih Khimum and her traveling companion Vio
lette Banimi NalIDjavimi during the Venezuela and 
Colombia part of her South American tour of Baha'i 
communities. 

The trip to the Guahibos was made by plane to the 
Orinoco River in the Amazon area, in company with the 
Weldon Woodwards and Trina Gil, pioneers. After 
much trouble and discouragement about reaching the 
island dwelling Guahibo Baha'is and nearly giving up 
because they were told positively that the Indians had 
left their island for some kind of festivities, the motor
ized canoe to reach them and the assurance that they 
were really on their island were offered. Rw:dyyih 
Khimum found the Baha'is friendly and remarkably 
steadfast for not having been visited for about two 
years. Lacking in all manner of material means, the 
Guahibos asked for nothing but someone to teach them 
more about Baha'u'llah. Though a spiritually satisfying 
experience, physically it was made difficult by the new 
experience of sleeping, or trying to sleep, in ham
mocks, by swarms of black flies that bit viciously and 
would not be repulsed by chemical repellants, by hav
ing to drink swamp watel', and by being aboard a plane 
on the return trip that lost its way over the jungle and 
had a battery failure in its radio. The plane. finally, 
nearly out of gas, found an oil camp landing field and 
from there was able to radio to Caracas for fuel. 
batteries and a new crew to proceed to their destina
tion. 

On the arrival in Maracaibo, the Baha'is of the world 
may be distressed to learn, Rul:Iiyyih &banum was 
suffering over 500 insect bites, a good many of them 
infected. Violette was also seriously affected and had to 
seek an antidote for the poisoning. The physical discom
fort was not allowed to interfere with it in era ry, and 
the day after her arrival in Maracaibo Rul)iyyih IS:.ba
num shopped for provisions and equipment for the 
Guajira, insisting on going to the public market for pot::; 
and pans because they would be cheaper. Here she 
was interviewed by a newspaper reporter of Panorama 
for a story that appeared complete with an excellent 
picture, "Misionera de 1a Fe Baha'i Llego on Jira ~ 
Maracaibo" and also gave a public lecture at a private 
club, the Bella Vista, before an audience of about 30. 
visiting at Jength at the Club and at the home of the 
McLarens with some interested young men who wen' 
attracted by an excellent pre-arrival article in the 
paper. "Viene a Maracaibo Primera Dama de la Co
munidad Baha'i." 

Guajira Journey 

The following morning, Sunday, February 25, 
RiiJ).iyyih Khanum's party started off by Volkswagen 
and public bus to the Venezuela Guajira Indians. The 

Visits Venezuela and Colombia 

Ru~illyih lQtdnum in front of the Prieto Baha'i CenteT in 
Venezuela with two friendS' who wove GTeatest Name for he1'. 

Teaching a Guajiro boy to print letters. 

National Spiritual Assembly of Venezuela was repre
sented by Peter McLaren, pioneer to Venezuela from 
the United States, and Eloy Carrascal; the Auxiliary 
Board of the Hands of the Cause by Charles Hornby: 
and the Maracaibo Spiritual Assembly by Angelina 
Bravo. The six year old daughter of Peter and Judy 
Long McLaren, Munirih. a veteran of three years 
pioneering experience among the Guajiros, added her 
special charm and sweetness to the group. In the field 
the party was joined by pioneers Creadell Haley from 
the United States and Marrisa Hoyes from Colombia, 
who teach on a full-time basis among the Venezuela 
Guajiros. 

In the vicinity of Los Mochas. at the Center contribut-

Y 
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Enjoying the companionship of the Guajiros at Prieto. Ru~iyyih 
KMnum sits i.n center with pioneer ereadeU Haley at her left. 

At the Baha'i Center near Los Mochos, Venezuela. Ru~iyyih 
Khdnum mounts a burro just JOT fUn. with Cecilia 19uaran's 
litt~e boy Dido. Cecilia and Rogelio Hernandez also appear in 

the picture. 

ed to Baha'i use by Manuel Baluena and his family, 
where a daily school for about 50 children is operated 
by Cecilia del Carmen Iguanin (daughter of Sr. Ba
luena) and the pioneers, a group of about 70 Baha'is 
gathered under a tent erected for the occasion. They 
warmly greeted RUQiyyih Khfmum with their custom
ary affectionate pat on the shoulder and their "Tag
warla Baha'i!" (Baha'i brother or sister) greeting. She 
was presented with a Guajira manta which she prompt
ly put on. She and Violette found the manta a most 
comfortabJe desert dress and later bought more to 
supplement their wardrobes. 

Rul)iyyih Khimum told the Guarjiros that the border 
freedom that they enjoy is consistent with the Baha'i 
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teaching, that they are already practicing a SahaJi 
attitude by not having a national prejudice, since for 
them Venezuela and Colombia are like one country. She 
laid them that she had always loved the Indians of 
America, for in the country where she grew up, Cana
da, there are many Indians. She said that as a child she 
cried because she had not been born Indian, so that the 
best she could do was now visit these peoples indige
nous to the Americas, with whom she feels so much at 
home and so happy. RU1;i.iyyih Kh{mum said "They 
know that the missionaries come to these people be
cause they feel sorry for them. But the Baha'is do not 
come for this reason, The people of the city and 
missionaries treat the Indians as if they are children. 
The B aha '] s call them brother and sister." 

l'We come to them," said Rii1:.tiyyih Khanum, Ilfor 
two reasons: first of all because Baha'u'llah says 'this is 
the Message of God for today' and He tells all the 
Baha'is. 'you go and share it with others. We don't 
have any priests and so we have to do it ourselves.' t, 
And at this point Rul)iyyih Khanum expressed the hope 
that some of the Guajiro Baha'is would make teach. 
ing trips to the Guahibo Indian brothers of the Ama
zon territory in order to spread this Message of 
Baha'u'lIah, that they should be able to establish a 
better understanding with them. 

The second and most important reason was likened to 
the coming of Muhammad and His acceptance by the 
Arabs, "who became so filled with light that they 
illumined the whole world," , .. HAnd it says in the 
Teachings of the Baha'i Faith that if the Indians will 
accept Baha'u'IHth, they will be like those people and 
they will illumine the whole world.. . And we Baha'is, 
knowing that the words of Bahit'u'llah are the words of 
God Himself, believe in what He says, and for this 
reason we come to you to help you fulfill this promise. 
You, the Indians will illumine the whole world, through 
accepting Bahci'u'llah and becoming Baha'is," 

At Los Mochas and the next day at Prieto, two other 
members of the National Spiritual Assembly of Vene
zuela greeted Rul)iyyih Khanum, both of them local 
Indians, Rogelio Hernandez and Ana Josefa Pirela, SO 
that with the near-quorum 01 four she met to discuss 
teaching problems, having already met at Caracas with 
the balance of the National Assembly and the executive 
member of the Auxiliary Board, Donald Witzel. 

Sunday in the dark of the night, spotlighted by 
flashlights, YOWlg people of Los Mochas danced the 
Chicha Maya for Rul)iyyih Khanum to the rhythm of a 
sharply rapped drum. In the Chicha Maya, a special 
scarf is placed over the head of the girl. and she holds 
her ankle length skirt, spread out to its ample fullness 
and then with tiny steps sweeps and sways, seeming to 
skim over the sand like a humming bird, while her 
partner, somewhat less gracefully walks and rlmS 
backwards, daring finally to let her get close enough to 
him that he risks being tripped. The dance ends when 
one or the other, or sometimes both fall in the soft sand, 
to the delight and loud cheers of the spectators. 

Other than with their dances and the drum beating. 
the Venezuela Guajiro Baha'is entertained Ru.l;iyyih 
Khanum from time to time with original tunes on tiny 
reed flutes, by their -own sing-song chanted folksongs 
that tell a story. and similar tunes and rhythms 
hummed through an instrument they presumed to be 
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original, but was a close copy of what we in our 
chUdhood called (no doubt traceable from a racial 
prejudice rather than origin) a Jew's harp. On two 
occasions R(d;liyyih Khanum and Violette built fires on 
the groill1d and made a big pot of soup for those who 
would otherwise have gone hungry rather than missing 
being with her through the evening of songs and con
versation. 

Scene Changes +0 Barren Interior 

Monday the Volkswagen and the Scout loaded with 
passengers, food, and baggage left the dunes of Los 
Mochos to go deeper into the interior where the hot, 
dry, and barren sand changed gradually to hot, dry 
baked clay with a scrub tree and cactus cover. laden 
with brown dust. The destination was Prieto and the 
rancheria of Martin Semprum and his brothers, Martin 
has carefully and with excellent craftsmanship built a 
structure for a Baha'i Center with the benches and 
table to outfit a daily school for children. He is also, 
along with Ana Josefa Pirela, one of the principal 
teachers serving like Cecilia Iguanin and Rogelio Her
nandez at Los Machos without compensation, 

A trip to rancheria Maritchpay was on the schedule 
for Wednesday, an excursion into a new area the day 
before having produced no results, Maritchp~y was a 
cleared area on the wind~swept, dusty terraIn. Short, 
dusty-green or barren trees surrounded the area for 
three or four houses, a corral for goats, a ~ammock 
shelter and store for saddJes etc., and a COOklllg corral 
to keep out animals (and perhaps the little ones). Little 
ones are not much of a problem here, however. They 
are remarkably well-mannered, obedient and quiet. 
They freely participate in the adult activities and shyly 
give their greetings with a gentle pat. . 

The coming to Maritchpay was not advertised as 
presumed and only the lady of the hou.se was a.ctlv:. 
and she shortly put her big round ceramiC water J~g m 
its rope harness on her back and trudged off, leadu~g a 
burro toward the water hole, The children were cunous 
and unafraid and Rul).iyyih Khflllum took out a ball
point pen and began to see whether the older one, about 
12, could write. It seemed they had no school to attend. 
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The child eQuId manage the pen very well and make 
exceI1ent copies of RtllJiyyih Khfmum's alphabet. The 
bright-eyed, luminous faces of the children spoke of 
intelligence and eagerness to learn and RUJ)iyyih Kha
nurn bemoaned the fact that people of such capacity 
should be deprived of an education. 

We learned that the father in the house was sleeping 
off a night of heavy rum drinking to commemorate the 
occasion of the transferral of the bones of one interred 
about seven years before. Another man slept face down 
in hammock under the shelter. When the indigenous 
teacher returned with severaJ women and a man for the 
meeting, he, in spite of the condition of the man of the 
house, suggested that RuJ:tiyyih Khanum move into the 
hammock beside the recovering celebrant. So, carrying 
their littJe benches they entered the house and made a 
haJf circle around the reClining Hduefio." 

Ruhiyyih Khanum reache, 

Rul;tiyyih Khimum began to talk quietly. She spoke of 
how she had come a long distance to see her Baha'i 
brothers and sisters. She spoke of the shortness of life 
on earth and the fact that we came into the world nude 
and we go out the same way, empty handed. She 
admired the handiwork of the hammock or chinchorro 
(which is more than an ordinary hammock) and a 
woven bag. The housewife, now at ease and smiling, 
sewed ,on a little dress with tiny stitches. The husband 
relaxed in his chinchorro. When the Indians seemed to 
lose their power of concentration in the middle of an 
example from East Indian philosophy, she let the topic 
drop and became preoccupied with rewinding and un
tangling a white horsetail Hy-chaser from Africa which 
had come in handy to flick away insects. 

Then Rul)iyyih Kh~mum wondered out loud in English 
if she could tell him the Baha'i law about drinking. One 
person did not think she should, that in his state it 
would do no good. However, she kept saying, "This is a 
good man and a good father. And she is a good woman, 
He is very easy to talk to. He must be in a chastened 
state of mind." She asked him about funerals. Did they 
sometimes fight when drunk? At first he said "no", but 

Tne Baha'is of Prieto, Venezuela with Rutt.iYlIih Khcinum after .her talk there. National 
A.ssemb[lI memoer Ana Josefa PiTe-la is at her right and Nationa~ A~semblll . member. 
Rogelio Hernandez at her left. Pioneer Marrisa Hoyos is next to Rogeho, weanng dark 

gtasses. 
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when asked why it was that he said she CQuid not go, he 
admitted that sometimes "bad people" were there who 
fought with the 'igood people" - but "the Baha'is don't 
fight anymore." 

Ru:Q.iyyih Khanum then began the story of the old 
man who was a recent Baha'j when his grandson died. 
He asked of the pioneer how he should perform a 
Baha'i funeral. He was told, "You can make it as 
pretty as you like. You can have flowers, if you can get 
them and want to. You should have prayers, many 
prayers. But there should be no drinking. neither at the 
house nor at the cemetery." So this is what he did, 
though it was rigid custom to drink. But he was 
courageous. 

Sometime later he came to Rul)iyyih Khimum during 
her teaching visit, told his story and asked how he 
could be sure that he would have a Baha'i funeral, 
since both of his adult sons were not believers nor 
sympathetic. So, Rul:liyyih Khanum said, HIt's true, is 
it not that children among your people are very obediM 
ent to their parents?" Getting an affirmative answer, 
she told the old man to call his sons together and give 
them an order that they must give him a Baha'i fUneral 
and no drinking! 

Then she spoke of education for children, said she 
prayed that schools would come, and stuck her ball
point pen in the pocket of the boy Herman, who had 
printed so nicely for her, at which he grinned from ear 
to ear. The father asked if she couldn't come every day 
to teach his children and she explained that she had 
come a great distance and could not come back. Before 
she left, the man gave her the small handMwoven bag or 
"mochillo" which she had admired. RUQ.iyyih Khanum 

Love and Unity - Essential 
(The following article is taken in part from a guest editorial 

in the Canadian BARA'i NEWS.) 

" ... that union and harmony may day by day increase 
among the friends of God ... Not until this is realized 
will the affairs advance by any means whatever." 

In these words 'Abdu'l-Baha has raised the condition 
of love and fellowship above the purely personal joy 
that comes to an individual who is able to live harmoni
ously to the vital pOSition whereby, until it is reached, 
the affairs will not advance "by any means whatever." 

'Abdu'IMBaha also said "Real love is impossible un· 
less one turns his face towards God." Therefore if love 
and harmony do not exist, some spiritual law is not 
being followed. We cannot impose spiritual law on 
another person; only upon ourselves. Others may be-
come more loving as we progress; but this is only a 
bonus. The first spiritual law to which we should turn is 
H. • • th at m an should know his own self". 'Why do we 
not feel love"! 

The reasons for disharmony may seem as many and 
varied as the faults we find in other people. However, 
basically they fall into two categories: (1) how we think 
other people feel about us and (2) how we feel about 
other people. In the first category lie such things as our 
feelings of hurt, of being un-loved, scorned, misunder-
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told him that she has a small personal museum in the 
Holy Land and that this would be placed there so that 
people from all over the world can see the nice work 
that they do. 

Back in Prieto the next morning some twenty of the 
most devoted adults and children of the vicinity had 
waited two or three hours to see RUQ.lYYih :Kbimum off. 
The first delegate from the Guajira to a National 
Convention, Clenticia Sencial and her husband were 
there (BAHA'! NEWS, March 1966, page 6). Later with 
emotion RuJ:tiyyih Khanum showed a string of little red 
beads placed on her neck by Clenticia who had re
moved them from her own neck as a gift to her. Three 
little children shared their precious mis-matched, worn 
glass and ceramic beads to make one string for RuJ:tiy
yih Khimum. One little girl gave her two red seeds that 
she had found. One of Martin's brothers gave her a 
Greatest Name in black on red that he had woven, 
another reached for a metal bird marker and gave it to 
her, his precious pocket piece. 

Back at Los Mochas the rest of the party settled for 
the night, the Venezuela Assembly representatives 
from the cities having returned to job responsibilities 
on Tuesday. RUQiyyih Khanum was determined to take 
down the big canvas tent shelter which had already 
been damaged in the wind, and before the others knew 
what was happening had coiled loose ropes, had begun 
pulling steel base feet from the two--inch pipe legs, and 
was climbing a tall ladder that had been found some
where to loosen a tie at one end of the ridge pole, 
saying, "I have done more heavy work as RUJ:tiyyih 
lQIanum than I ever have done before." 

(to be continued) 

stood etc. In the second is our opinion that certain other 
people are ignorant, boorish, neglectful, unkind. In both 
instances the feelings arise within the self. 

Let us apply spiritual law to the first cause of 
disunity - how we think other people feel about us. 
When we accept another's appraisal of our actions, we 
are looking to them as our judge. Bah£m'Hah exhorted 
man to "see with thine own eyes and not through the 
eyes of others". He also said "Set before thine eyes 
God's unerring Balance and, as one standing in His 
Presence weigh in that balance thine actions every 
day, every moment, of thy life". No other person can 
possibly know our inner motivations, difficulties and 
strivings. Therefore no individual is qualified to judge 
us. Only God. The one exception to this is if our actions 
appear tD be harming the Cause. Then an Assembly 
will judge our actions. 

'Abdu'l-Baha said "Be unmoved by either praise or 
false accusations." However, often the things which 
people say lie dangerously close to what we knDw to be 
our own weaknesses. It is here that the spiritual law 
regarding truthfulness is so essential. "Without truth· 
fulness, prDgress and success ... are impossible for 
any soul." 

, .. Our challenge is to be courageous and truthful 
enough to recognize those shortcomings, ask for forM 
giveness and go forward with the sense of God's love 
surrounding us. . . . 
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Italian Youth School and 
Proclamation Events Forward Faith 

The National Youth Committee of Italy organized a 
highly successful national youth school at Passignano 
(near Perugia) April 11-14, 1968, The school was held in 
a hotel on the shores of Lake Trasimeno with 110 people 
participating, twenty of whom were friends of the 
Baha'is. The courses, centering on problems concern
ing young people today, were: "The Importance of 
Deepening New Believers in the Faith," by Mario 
Morano, representative of the National Spiritual As
sembly; "The Attitude of Baha'is toward Recent World 
Events!? and "Baha'i Spiritual Solutions to these Prob
lems," by Fedross Imani. The highlight of the school 
was the presence of Dr. Blumenthal, AuxiHary Board 
member of Germany. who conducted a course on the 
responsibility of man and how he must strive to reach 
the more spiritual side of his nature. 

A public conference on the last day was attended by 
many citizens of P assignano who had not heard of the 
Faith before and who asked many questions. Posters 
for the school were set up in Passignano and Perugia. 
Articles appeared twice in the newspaper, with pictures 
of the participants. The Baha'i spirit pervaded this 
school where the very young, the youth and the not-so
young enjoyed being together. 

Proclamation and Travel Tead-ling 

Three big conferences were organized this past win
ter for proclamation jn Bari, Genova and Padova. 
Excellent publicity preceded the events and forma] 
invitations were sent out to leading personalities, Many 
of those who attended the meetings showed consider
able interest and two persons in Genova declared 
themselves after the conference. 

Stephen Ader, a young Baha'i traveling teacher from 
California, was in Italy in March and visited many 
Italian cities giving public talks, speaking at firesides 
and to the friends, Mr, Ader's talks attracted a number 
of interested people and encouraged the Baha'is to 
proclaim the Faith to all levels of society in their 
teaching work. The Community of Milano is active in 
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making contacts in the university and in cultural clubs. 
During Mr, Ader's visit a big public conference was 
organized, attended by 150 persons. 

Baha'is Participate in Brussels Human Rights Year 
For the past few months the Baha'is of Brussels have 

tried to establish contact with the Belgian Committee 
for the International Human Rights Year. Their efforts 
were rewarded when the national secretary of the 
committee, Mr, B, De Schutter, asked a Baha'i to take 
part in the study meetings which bring together gov. 
ernment officials, senators, judges, university profes
sors and representatives of non-governmental associa
tions. The National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Belgium was given copies of all documents distributed 
during the first such meeting, as well as suggestions for 
intensifying relations with the United Nations Associa. 
tion and the Human Rights League of Belgium. 

On April 10, a luncheon was organized by the Com
mittee for the International Human Rights Year ~ pre
sided over by U Thant, secretary-general of the United 
Nations, in the Hotel Metropole in Brussels, Among 
those participating were Mr. Gibson Parker of the U.N, 
in Paris, ambassadors of many countries, secretaries of 
state, government and religious leaders, representa
tives of universities, the bar, the press, etc. - a colorful 
and international audience where all groups mixed 
easily. 

For the first time in Belgium a Baha'i delegation was 
invited to take part in this important gathering. Dele
gates were Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Janus, American 
Baha'is returning from the Holy Land, an Iranian 
pioneer, a Congolese Baha'i and two members of the 
Brussels Baha'i community, MT. De Schutter, secretary 
of the Committee for the International Human Rights 
Year and organizer of the luncheon, indicated his 
pleasure at their participation, He invited them to a 
discussion in his office and offered to send material on 
Human Rights and a special message for inclusion in 
Baha'i bUlletins, This future meeting will give an 
opportunity to present the committee with Baha'i Proc
lamation material. 

National Youth School hel.d at PassiQlnano, Italy April 11-14. 1968. 

T 
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Proclamation in 

Maarimo BoZdmcchi, a. 1,IOUng Bahd!i who is 4n Italian. teacher 
in Genov« a.nd editor of the Italian Bahd'f BuUetin, addressed 
the pTOclamation meett.ng on MaTch 30, 1968 in LoC4TnD in th.e 
Italian speaking part of Switzerland. Almost fifty PeTSO'nS" heard "g talk "Toward A New Era:' and -received it with enthu.siasm, 
08king many questions. Also prelent waS" Stephen Aliu a young 
trove ling teacher from the United State., who has just been to 
India. and ITan wh.o helped an&Wer que3tions and Qave a wetl-

attended jiTeride the ne;ct dall in Lug-ana. 

News Briefs: 
Professor Alessandro Bausani, of the Rome and 

Naples Universities and member of the National Spir
itual Assembly of Italy, addressed a public meeting for 
proclamation on April 6, 1968 at the Hotel de la Paix in 
Geneva, Switzerland. Over one hundred persons at
tended and heard the distinguished professor define the 
religious crisis of today and emphasize the need for one 
common Faith uniting all mankind. He was later inter
viewed by the Swiss radio and by the Tribune de 
Geneva which termed him a "sensible man". He also 
spoke of his experiences in Asia at a meeting in 
Lausanne which was reported with favorable com
ments in La FeuiUe d'Avis de Lau.sanne. 

Events in Germany 

B4h4't: $eminar hoek! at Langenhain, Germany March. 23, 1968. 
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Bahd~i exhibit at SWis-B Muba Fai.,. in BaBel, April. 196&. 
Thoasand.s saw the tDOTd Baha'i and many .spont4-neoUBlll took 
an info1'~ation sheet giving the pri.nciple.t in FTl!'nCh, German 
and lfu.han. In Tepl1J one penon wrote from Germany "These 

principles win save the world." 

Commemoration 0/ the Suriy-i-Muluk: held MaTch 30, 1968 in 
LocaT1J.O. Sevenleen Baha'is from Italy made the trip to this 
Italian-speaking paTt of Switzerland to help the believeT' in 

thetT proclamation etJom. 

A National Teaching Conference was held in Frank. 
furt, Germany January 27-28, 1968. Lectures were given 
by Hands of the Cause P. Miihlschlegel and H. Gross· 
man an.d by Annaliese Bopp. Following the lectures 
the participants were split into work groups, enabling 
all to participate in the Conference. 

Baha'i Youth. Winter School 1961-68 at Freu.denstadt in the 
Bl4ck FOTest in German'll. 
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Flooded Alaskan libraries Replenished 
As an example that the Baha.?i world is one world we 

are publishing the following letter in respect to the aid 
extended to the Alaska Baha'is after the widely publi
cized, disastrous flood of last August in north central 
Alaska. No count was made of the vast number of 
books and pamphlets sent through the U.S. Publishing 
Trust and the National Spiritual Assembly, but it is 
known that the Publishing Trust donated over $200 
worth of new books. The Davison Baha'i School in 
Michigan and the State Goals Committee of Hunting
ton, West Virginia, also sent literature, and over $130 in 
cash was contributed for the purchase of books by the 
three affected communities themselves. Gifts from the 
Pasadena, California, library included books and va]u
able literature which belonged to Nellie French, Baha'i 
from the earliest days of the Faith in America. The 
Nenana Community alone reported receiving approxi~ 
mately 1,225 pamphlets, study guides, postcards, 238 
books (including many precious out-of-print books), 
sheet music, a framed picture of 'Abdu'I~Baha walking 
up Mt. Carmel, and $45 in cash to purchase books that 
had not been replaced by donations. 

Birdella Mundy, librarian for the Fairbanks Baha'i 
Community. sent the following letter of thanks to those 
who responded to the needs of the flood victims: 

HDuring and after the Fairbanks and surrounding 
area flood in the late summer of 1967 the three Baha'i 
communities involved - Fairbanks, Tenana VaHey and 
Nenana - received many gifts of clothing, books and 
cash. 

BDue to the frenetic living conditions and endless 
cleanup work, addresses were often misplaced, records 

Australian Youth S(hool Brings Inspiration to Many 
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were inadequate and some boxes arrived without identi
fication. 

"We are therefore afraid that some of the donors 
were overlooked in thank-you letters and wish to take 
this means of attempting to reach all who so generously 
sent things to us. Especially the books! We have been 
so beautifully cared for in that department that we 
have been able to give assistance to other isolated 
believers who had little to work with, 

"Treasured old volumes went into the lending library 
and many of the booklets and pamphlets were dig.. 
tributed among the believers who needed them. The 
rest went into the regular libraries to fill the needs of 
contacts and new believers in replenishing lost libraries 
or building new ones, The cash and checks sent were 
used to buy the books stiII needed. Our heartfelt grati
tude to every person or community who sent these 
things in the time of our great need. 

"Our summer institute, held one week prior to the 
flood, had stressed the consideration of impending 
calamities and {me class actually got down to the 
specifics of which three books they would take with 
them in time of disaster. Little did we know we were 
rehearsing for a real disaster which was soon to be 
upon us! And in the massive struggle to get back in 
some order- before the severe winter weather set in, all 
Baha'is here, when asked what assistance they most 
wanted, replied: 'Our books; our libraries. If only we 
could have our libraries replaced.' 

"Thanks again from all of us to all of you. The 
knowledge that so many loved and cared was as 
heartwarming as the gifts themselves. ,I 

More than fifty cities in twenty-five states are repre
sented in the donor list. 

The first youth school of its kind in Australia was held II 
at the Baha'i School in Yerrinbool April 12-15, 1968. ~--
Over forty youth attended from Japan, Malaysia, Por-
tuguese Timor. Great Britain, New Zealand and from 
Various Australian states. It is pictured at the right. 

Malcom Pledge, Tony Voykavic and Dianne True
man handled the day-to-day running of the school with 
the help of rostered members whose diverse chores 
ranged from setting tables to chopping wood. Work· 
shops, lecturettes, acting, miming and singing kept the 
young people engrossed. 

Excellent talks were given on local spiritual assem
blies. the relation of the Faith to present society. the 
opporhmities and challenges of youth and on The 
Divine Art of Living. Two of the talks were augmented 
by tape recordings of Hands of the Cause William Sears 
and Dr. Ugo Giachery. The Message from The Univer
sal House of Justice to youth was read. 

On the last evening a Japanese believer intrigued all 
with his Japanese tea drinking ceremony. 

The atmosphere of cooperation, love and enthusiasm 
was an inspiration to the older members present and a 
promise of future development. 

T 
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North West Africa 

Nof1h West Atrica. convention delegates: at national conventi.on. 
hetd April 27-28, 1968. It was attended bll eighteen of th.e nine
teen delegate&, outgoing National Spirituat Assembly members 
lind Boord member Mohammad Othman! Kebdani. Various 
meaN' of achieving the remaining goals of the Nine Yea-r Plan 

were di.reus.ted. 

Newly elected National Sp1.rituIIL Assembly Of the Bahd'is of 
North West Africa, e'ected. April, 1968. 

Vietnam 

Taiwan 

The incOTporatton of the Loca.l Assembly of Tainan. Tai'lD41L 
was achieved btl the above members of the Assembly, based 
upon property owneTsh.ip, the propertv consisting of the Ba.h4'i 
Cente1' in th.at city. The purchase ot the endowment is abo 
neaT completion. It consi.rt8 of 333 -square meters at the dtll 

of Chang Hua. 

Bahd'is of Tainan, Taiwan welcomin" MT. and Mn. EdtDBrd 
Clayton (center front). pioneeTJJ -returning fTom Aj'rioJ. who 
presented a program of slides and commentaTJI to the frienda'. 

The National Spiritual Assembty of Vietnam celeb-rated Ri(i.vdn at its NationaJ Center in Saigon. A thou.Mnd Bahd'is were p-re:s:ent, 
as welt a3 Te!igious and civic leaden. Le Loc. chai1'man of the Nati.ona~ Spiritual Assem!J.ly. spoke at length on the Baha'i Faith. 
and the program concluded with a motion pictu1'e of BaJui'i activities throughout the worfd. Three newspapeTs, The Saigon Daily 
News., The Saigon Post and Le Vietnam Nouveau. carried a-rticles and pictures on the BaM'i R14vdn and the event was repoTtea. 

on national radio and television. 
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The Fifty-Ninth Convention of the Baha'is of the United States 
Sessions in Wilmette May 23-26 Bring Renewed Resolve to Win All Victories 

FROM THE THURSDAY evening celebration of the 
anniversary of the Declaration of the Bah until the 

closing session's invitation to disperse and pioneer I the 
Fifty-ninth Convention of the Baha'is of the United 
States was blessed, invigorated and deepened by the 
presence of two Hands of the Cause, Mr. Zikru'llah 
Kh.adem and Mr. Collis Featherstone. There were 1045 
registered believers in attendance. Dr, Daniel Jordan 
was elected chairm an. 

Two Hands Enrich Sessions 

Mr. Khadem was moved to share with the friends the 
experience in 1944 of 95 Persian Bahit'i delegates who 
had been asked by the Guardian to gather quietly in 
the House in Sbiraz where the Blessed Bab had made 
His Great Announcement. All night the Persians 
prayed and meditated in that holy Sp<lt to mark the 
centenary o! that great event in the world's religious 
history. Then Mr. KhAdem said, oWe are gathered in 
the holiest House of Worship to dedicate our hearts ,our 
resources, and ourselves to propagate the Cause of 
Bahil'u'llah." 

The stirring message from The Universal House of 
Justice was read Friday morning, The Hands of the 
Cause opened the discussion of the message, Mr. 
Featherstone reminded us that we are living in a world 
that is drifting, drifting, drifting, We as Baha'is hold 
not only our own destiny, but, in large measure the 
destiny of the world in our hands, The Universal House 
of Justice wrote, "With utmost love (we) call upon aU 
Baha'is for (the) sacrificial outpouring (of their) ener
gies (and) resources (for the) advancement of the 
redeeming order (of) Baha'u'llah, (the) sole refuge (for 
the) misdirected heedless millions," If we do not arise, 
who will? How much wilJ we sacrifice at the threshold of 
Baha'u'l13.h? What can we achieve in the time left to us 
in our lives? These were some of the solemn questions 
Mr. Featherstone asked of us. Then Mr. Khadem point· 
ed out the necessity of plans in achieving victories, Half 
of the time allotted has passed, but many of the goals of 
the Nine Year Plan remain unfinished. The Universal 
House of Justice does not ask of us more than we can 
achieve, but we must not wait too long to arise r How 
can a Baha'i go to bed at night when he sees that a goal 
remains unaccomplished? Let the friends try for them
selves the truth of 'Abdu']~Baha's promise that if we 
but arise, the Concourse on High will rush to our aid. 

The World Scope of the Faith 
Throughout the Convention, members of the National 

Spiritual Assembly shared their deepened awareness of 
the world-wide scope of the Faith gained from their 
recent experience at the World Center for the election of 
The Universal House of Justice. They came home 
feeling that the universal needs of the Faith were so 
great that America should assume an even larger 
proportion of the International Fund than had been 
planned. The evening devoted to a report on the Inter
national Convention concluded with a slide present a-

han, "The World Center of the Faith." 
After the presentation of the Treasurer I Mr. Arthur 

Dahl, telling of a more than 60% increase in giving last 
year, the delegates, aware of the degree of sacrifice on 
the part of some devoted Baha'is last year, but also of 
the need for universal participation, approved a budget 
of $1,218,000. This includes funds to make up for the 
deficit of the past two years and an increase in the 
allocation to the World Center. 

In another session a representative of the National 
Spiritual Assembly, Dr. Dwight Allen, shared some of 
the statistical information made available to delegates 
at the World Convention. These facts reveal some of the 
remaining goa]s of the Nine Year Plan: 

1J68 
N alional Spiritual Assemblies ...... , 81 
Temple Sites ........................ 51 
Local Spiritual Assemblies ......... 5,902 
Incorporated Loeal Assemblies ,.... 585 
Languages carrying 

Baha'i literature .. , .. " ....... . 

Homefront goals were 1isted thus: 

1963 
LoeaUties where 

Baha'is reside ........ , ... ,1,710 
Local Spiritual Assemblies ., 331 

411 

1968 

2,152 
394 

1973 
110 
107 

13,833 
1,392 

506 

1973 

3,000 
600 

Six states have yet to recognize the BahaJi Holy Days 
and Baha'i Marriage Certificates. 

Members of the Foreign Goals Committee told of 
responsibiJities of the United States in Africa and the 
Western Hemisphere, and issued a call for pioneers to 
fill these goals, Mr. Franklin Kahn and Miss Magdalene 
Carney, members of the Indian and Negro minorities 
pointed out the need for dispersal to 19 Indian reserva
tions and the states of the South. The delegates recom
mended training of pioneers for both the home front 
among minorities and abroad to reduce "cultural 
shock,H 

The National Teaching Committee had prepared a 
map of the United States and its Baha'i population 
which showed that the local spiritual assemblies are 
now concentrated around the large cities. The Commit
tee representative reminded us that when the Guardian 
asked us to disperse, he did not mean 4IMove two 
miles," but to go to the towns, villages, and rural areas 
where there are no Baha'is. 

Reaching Minorities 

Severa] of the sessions reserved for open discussion 
were spent in talking about reaching the minorities. At 
the request of delegates, eight or ten Negro delegates 
spoke from their hearts, They expressed the need: to 
"]et preconceived ideas go down the drain when becom
ing Baha'is;" to listen to each other in consultation 
with humility and attention; to teach by deeds, service, 
not just words; to use weapons of love; to recognize the 
Negro yearning for pride in his blackness; to inform 
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Lett: Hands of the Cause" Collis FeatheTstone and Zikru'Uah Khddem add-ress the Convention. Right: MembeTs of the Auxiliary 
Board in the United States gather on the pratjorm and are intToduced to the Convention. 

ourselves of Negro history, experience, and literature; 
to be Baha'i first, then Negro, white; to go, if we are 
white, into white ghettos to teach racial Ul)ity. One 
delegate reminded us that 'Abdu1-Baha was audacious 
when He was in America, performing an interracial 
marriage at the very time that Jim Crow customs were 
solidiiying. 

The Navajo delegate suggested that all of us while 
at the House of Worship pray for strength and go out 
purely as Baha'is. He asked whether the aboriginal 
Americans were being forgotten in our consideration of 
how to reach the minorities. A pioneer on an Indian 
reservation reported that the Indians respond to the 
language of the heart and of the spirit. 

Election of NSA 

The latter part of Saturday morning was devoted to 
prayerful voting for members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly. All 171 delegates voted, 145 in person and 26 
by mail. By late afternoon the result of the balloting 
was announced, and by Sunday morning the officers 
had been elected by the new NSA as follows: Dr. Firuz 
Kazemzadeh, Chairman; Dr. Daniel Jordan, Vice
Chairman: Mr. Glenford E. Mitchell, Secretary; Miss 
Charlotte M. Linfoot, Assistant Secretary; Miss Edna 
M. True, Recording Secretary; and Mr. Arthur Dahl, 
Treasurer. Other members are Dr. Dwight W. Allen; 
Dr. Sarah M. Pereira, and Mr. Paul R. Pettit. 

Visitors' Session 

Non-delegates attending the convention were offered 
the opportunity of attending a special session on Satur
day afternoon at the National College of Education. 
There, visitors to the convention were able to consult 
together and share ideas in much the same way as the 
delegates in regular session. 

Albert Porter was chairman with the assistance of 
Nancy Phillips. Dwight Allen· presented a message 
from the National Spiritual Assembly. He pointed out 
that the challenge of our times is seen in the world at 
large as pangs of death, but that within the Faith it 
represents the pangs of birth. He called attention to the 
twin goals of expansion and consolidation given us by 
The Universal House of Justice and proclamation as a 
vehicle for attaining them. 

Dr. Peter Khan read the message to the National 
Baha'i Convention from The Universal House of Justice 
and reminded the visitors to the convention, as they pre-

pared to discuss the message, to think about the nature 
of consultation: that all are equal in conSUltation, that 
there are no "wrong answers," and that what is impor* 
tant is ideas - not who has them. Two parts of the 
message were discussed separately; the information 
given and the call to action. On the question of how to 
bring about universal participation, ideas brought out 
in discussion were: that we remember to love and 
encourage each other t that a task for everyone be part 
of any teaching plan, that an effort be made to find out 
the talents of each person so that they could be put to 
use, and that a variety of techniques be used in 
deepening sessions to make them more attractive and 
better attended. 

Consultation on Proclamation and Expansion 

Natalie DiBuono of the Public Information Depart
ment was the keynote speaker on the subject of procla
mation. She pOinted out that at last, after many years, 
we now have the resources and the numbers to publi
cize the Faith widely, as well as a directive from The 
Universal House of Justice to do so. As evidence that 
the Faith is fast becoming emanCipated from obscurity 
she cited recent articles in national magazines and the 
increasing number of full-page newspaper stories. Some 
of the suggestions for successful proclamation which 
were brought out by the visitors in consultation includ
ed making use of every medium, starting well in 
advance, providing for all to participate, planning a 
follow-up to teach those who had been informed by the 
proclamation event, and making the event an inter
community effort of all nearby communities. Since 
creativity is so important in teaching it was suggested 
that in our local consultation we make a special effort 
not to "shoot holes" in a new idea brought up but that 
we try to find some way of carrying it out consistent 
with Baha'i principles. 

Glenford Mitchell keynoted the discussion of expan
sion and consolidation. Tvi,'o special questions were 
considered, minority teaching and consolidation among 
youth - the ability of the Baha'i community to absorb 
smoothly the ever-increasing youth enrolIment, which 
amounted to 37% of the total this year. It was pointed 
out that youth are more aware of the evils of society 
and that this sensitivity can make them effective teach. 
ers of Baha'u'l1ah's new way of life, especially since 
they are free of administrative responsibilities and can 
teach unhampered. 
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Left: Eight member$ of the newt'll elected National Spi1'itual Assembly of the United States on Con.vention pi4tfonn. Right: Df'. 
Daniel Jordan. chairman of the Convention and vice chairman of the National SpirituaL A3semolu plaYB for the delegG.tes 1100 

friends, The piano i3 a recent gift. 

Some Questions Answered 

On Saturday evening the new National Spiritual As
sembly was greeted with a standing ovation and song of 
loving greeting. They volunteered to answer questions 
puzzling the friends. 

Later in the evening the friends saw pictures of 
Baha'i life in a village in India, representative of the 
work of Mr. George C. Stoney '3 non-Baha'i maker of 
documentaries who traveled around the world with 20 
graduate students to make a movie of the Baha'i world 
community. 

The Closing - A Call for Action 

During the concluding moments of the Convention the 
beloved Hands once again called the Baha'is to action 
and showered their love upon us. Mr. Featherstone 
praised the delegates for consulting so impartially, 
each contributing his share to the progress of the Faith 
we all love so dearly. He warned us not to Hpass the 
buck" to the NSA, but to realize that Bahil 'u'llah has 
passed the responsibility to each of us. The rolling up of 
the old order should not concern us so much as our duty 
to give birth to a world civilization, to build the King
dom of God. We have been warned we may go through 
fire and ordeal, but the result must be our emergence 
as pure gold. We have knowledge, a plan, hope for the 
future, the Words revealed by God. Time is so short, 
there are so few of us, so much to do, so vast an area to 
do it in! When we leave this world, let us have no 
regret •. 

Then Mr. Khadem asked us to remember that our time 
and energies belong to Baha'u'JU,h. We are not to use 
them for our own desires. Nor can we be still- this is 
the virtue of a dead man. Whatever is happening in the 
world is for the promotion of the Cause of God. All of 
the forces of mankind cannot change what has been 
decreed by Baha'u'llah, 'Abdu'I-Bahil, and Shoghi 
Effendi. Now, when the world situation is so critical we 
should open our ears to the words of The Universal 
House of Justice, "source of all good and free from all 
error. H The youth, the most precious assets of the 
Faith, must consult their consciences in every trifling 
matter - Is it good for the Faith? The people of the 
world are watching us. Baha'u'llah is watching us. Mr. 
Khadem also described the serious charge given to the 
Hands by the Guardian to protect the Faith and be
seeched the Baha'is as devoted servants, IIday and 
night to share in this great responsibility of protection." 
In conclusion he asked that all faces shine with the light 
of Baha 'u '!lah, and that those who had determined to 
disperse and pioneer come forward. One at a time and 
by families, forty-five came to offer their services. One 
volunteer had been a Baha'i only four days. The hearts 
of all in the Convention accompanied in imagination 
and spirit these valiant souls who volunteered to join 
the crusaders who had gone before them to all parts of 
the world, hast~ning the day when the Glory of God 
would cover the face of the earth. 

ELEANOR S. HUTCHENS 

,t, 
';.. 

\ • Lett: Four membeT panel addresses delegates and friends du.ring Convention, Right: Dwight Allen charts goals. 
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Seattle Auxiliary Board Team Conference 

Converging upon Seattle from Canada, Swaziland, 
Alaska, South Dakota, Texas, Oregon, Idaho, Nevada, 
Illinois, New Mexico, California, and all parts of Wash
ington, 253 Bah,,'i adults and youths attended the Auxil
iary Board Team Conference on April 6 and 7. It's 
purpose? To rededicate one's whole being to the Cause 
of God. To deepen in knowledge and in spirit. To 
delight in two days of reunion and companionship with 
fellow believers. 

Mr. Zikru'llith Khadem, Hand of the Cause of God, 
was the keynote speaker and with his first words began 
to lift the hearts and minds of those present. Assisting 
him were Auxiliary Board members Mrs. Javidulillt 
Khadem, Chester Kahn and Mrs. Florence Mayberry of 
the United States. An added treat was the presence of 
Mrs. Helen Wilks, African Auxiliary Board member 
and pioneer in Swaziland. 

To further uplift the friends and broaden their vista 
of the Faith, Arthur C. Dahl, National Treasurer, rep
resented the National Spiritual Assembly in a splendid 
presentation of the aims, plans and accomplishments of 
that body, and of the believers as a whole. 

Mr. ~tHldem opened the session with moving heart
to-heart stories of the Bab and Baha'u'l1ah, and later 
presented a stirring talk on the vital meaning, strength 
and glory of The Universal House of Justice. Other 
inspiring talks during the two days were "'Abdu'l
Baha" by Chester Kahn; UShoghi Effendi and His 
Writings" and "The Covenant" by Mrs. ~badem; 

"Universal Participation" by Mrs. Wilks and Mr. 
Kahn; "The Hands of the Cause of God" by Mrs. 
Mayberry. 

Strong emphasis to the future role of Western Hemi
sphere Indians in world establishment of this Revela
tion was given by Mr. Kahn, him~elf of Navajo back
ground. This was highlighted by the presentation to the 
Hand of the Cause of a fine carving created by the Neah 
Bay totem artist, Lewis Gary Hillaire. Mr. Hillaire is 
the gifted grandson of Joseph Hillaire, recently de
ceased Baha'i, who was world famous for his totems 
displayed at the Seattle World Fair and in the Orient. 
Representatives of several Indian Reservations were 
present. 

The evening session featured a stimulating question 
and answer period held with the Hand of the Cause and 
Auxiliary Board members. 

Throughout the conference musical programs of high 
quality were presented by the Washington Baha'IS, 
primarily by the Janai Singers of the greater Seattle 
area. This chorus was led by Clyde Johnson, and 
featured his unusual and spiritually moving arrange
ments. 

As chi1dren save the best sweet for the last, said the 
chairman at the last session, so the Hand of the Cause 
would close this happy gathering. Mr. Khadem's 
words more than lived up to this promise as he carried 
the hopes and resolves of the friends to a still higher 
peak of spirituality. Tears of feeling too deep to be 
spoken streamed down the cheeks of many - their 
farewells had to be wordless, And those who could 
speak were saying - /tHow wonderful to be a Bahati!" 
- "How much we owe to Baha'u'llah!" - "I must - I 
willl - do more for this glorious Cause) U 

Landmark Seminar in New York Weighs Issues of Human Rights 

Human rights, one of the most vital issues confront
ing governments and organizations today, was dis
cussed and studied at the first national seminar of its 
kind, held in New York City, May 3 to 4. About 100 
Baha'is from throughout the nation participated in a 
series of lectures and workshops planned by the United 
States Baha'i Committee for the United Nations in 
cooperation with the North American Baha'i Office for 
Human Rights (NABOHR). 

Since the subject of human rights is a complex one, 
the purpose of the seminar was simply to stimulate 
Baha'is into developing a broader understanding of it 
and to become active in the promotion of human rights 
in their home communities, The issue was approached 
on an international level, on local levels, and from the 
singular point of view of the Baha'i as an individual. 

The first session of the program, which began after a 
morning of registration and orientation, dealt with 
human rights on the international level. Speakers from 
the United Nations Secretariat addressed the audience 
of Baha'IS in the Dag Hammarskjold Memorial Audi
torium of the United Nations Library Building, bringing 
them glimpses into the great variety of areas of human 

rights in which the United Nations is working. These 
include efforts to utilize "inner space - the vast, un
tapped resources of the seabed. tt Mr. Victor J. Gaud of 
the American Mission to the U,N, said, °This must be 
made available to all mankind ... for it was provided 
by nature for all on this earth and the results of these 
natural bounties must be shared by all." Mr. Gauci 
explained how the seabed can provide food for the 
world's growing population. 

Mr. Philip Singer of the United Nations Social De
velopment Program stated that the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights asserts that basic human nature 
is independent of time, place, and circumstance and is 
true for all time. He said that man is a creature of 
culture and that the United Nations is providing a 
universal culture pattern. Mr. Singer said, "The United 
N~tions is an instrument in this age of enlightenment." 

Other speakers of the afternoon who sparked excite
ment among the seminar participants by bringing them 
a keener realization of how human rights relate to a 
world of peaceful nations were Mrs. Pilar Santander
Downing of the Status of Women, Division of Human 
Rights of the U.N.; and Mr. C. D. Beebe of the New 
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Zealand Mission to the United Nations. Their talks 
opened a wider horizon of understanding of how the 
United Nations is working for the good of all mankind. 

rhe Baha'; and Human Rjghts 

The second morning began with a series of workshops 
in which the Baha'is were able to relate themselves 
specifically to particular human rights. There were five 
workshops on the topics of: the right to live in peace, 
the right to education, the rights of women, the elimina
tion of racial discrimination, and the subject of food, 
health, and population. 

In exchanging ideas the participants sparked among 
themselves an acute awareness of the problems of 
economic, social, civil, and cultural injustices. Just as 
on the prevIOUs day one of the United Nations' speakers 
had stated that goal~setting must be done on an indi
vidual basis, so again this was stressed but with em~ 
phasis on the fact that Baha'is have even greater 
responsibilities than do other citizens for, "Baha'is 
have the missing ingredients given to the world by 
Baha·u'Uah." A general report at the end of the morn· 
ing from all workshops revealed that significant consul~ 
tations had left a stimulating impact on the overall 
seminar, imparting enthusiasm for further study. 

The first two speakers of the second afternoon were 
Dr. Victor de Araujo, director of the Baha'i Interna
tional Office in New York City. who showed how the 
international Baha'i~United Nations relationship is val
uable in protecting the human rights of Baha'is in those 
countries where persecution is experienced, and Miss 
Ellen Parmelee, U.S. national observer to the United 
Nations. 

IISland Up and 8e Counled" 

The efforts extended in promoting human rights on 
the national level were vividly described as guides for 
local action by both Director of the Public Information 
Department Salvatore Pelle and Mr. Richard Betts of 
NABOHR. National efforts include wide distribution to 
government and organization leaders of the "Baha'i 
Statement on Human Rights," the initation of regional 
human rights workshops, and plans for continuing 
efforts in working with other organizations in the pro
motion of hUman rights. 

Mr. PeI1e and Mr. Betts then suggested specific ways 
Baha'is on local levels can Hstand up and be counted" 
as citizens who know about and are concerned about 
human rights. Among them were "joining other organi
zations whose ideals are compatible to ours and work
ing with them in human rights promotions" and "spon
soring local workshOps on human rights." Literature 
for further study was recommended, some of it provid
ed in the kits of material presented to all seminar 
participants. 

A New Pamphlet 

During the seminar banquet, the first evening, an 
announcement was made that just the day before a new 
pamphlet 'IHuman Rights - Basis for World Peace" 
had come off the press and was being readied for 
distribution. The pamphlet had been prepared by the 
Baha'i Committee for the United Nations, co-sponsored. 
by the United Nations Association of the United States. 
It is an introduction to the subject of human rights, 
particularly in the development -of a world code of 
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human rights law. 
The United Nations Association had pre-sold the 

pamphlet to other national religious, social, and politi
cal organizations in the quantity of about 300,000. The 
pamphlet significantly contains two quotations of 
Baha'ulHih and a quotation of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States. 

Baha'i communities will be informed about ordering 
it by the national Public Information Department. 

Enthusjasm Marks Seminar's Closing 

The seminar's meetings were held in the General As
sembly building of the United Nations. the United 
Nations Library bUilding, and in the Church Center for 
the United Nations. 

The seminar closed at the end of two full days of 
activities with the general opinion that a deeper under
standing 01. the complex subject of human rights had 
been established. It was felt that this seminar was the 
first step toward a continuing study of the subject and 
"continuing action." Many of the participants were 
looking forward enthusiastically to attending the re
gional workshops during the summer as planned by 
NABOHR, which would be concentrating on specific 
human rights problems facing communities in the 
United States. 

-u.S. Baha'i Committee for 
the United Nations 

Secondary School Librarv Guide Selects Esslemont Book 
Bah<i''''llcih and the New Era, by J. E. Esslemont, 

standard text of the Baha'i Faith for many years and 
highly commended by Shoghi Effendi, has been listed 
in the new, 1968 Secondary School Library, guide for 
selection of books distributed by The Baker and Taylor 
Company. This is the -oldest and largest book whole
saler in the United States. The selections were made by 
Dorothy A. McGinniss, Associate Professor, Syracuse 
University School of Library Science, with the assis
tance of an advisory committee of prominent librari
ans 

The first step in the selection made by Miss McGin
niss and the committee was to obtain a shelf list from a 
good high school. For this purpose Oak Park-River 
Forest High School of Illinois was chosen since it was 
the largest of the Knapp School Libraries Project 
demonstration schools. After this, the points of view of 
librarians in other types of schools throughout the 
country were solicited by the editor. Then a revised list 
was again sent to each of these librarians for their 
recommendations -or deletions and suggested additions 
which they had found useful. 

In her introduction to the Guide, Miss McGinniSS 
states: "In this list then we have a group of books 
selected and used by librarians, teachers and students 
in a large senior high school with additions suggested 
by librarians representing different kinds of schools 
with different curricuJa and different types of students 
and teachers .... The pOints of view of a large number 
of people are represented.!J 

Bahd'u'ttdh and the New ETa has been given an liS" 
classification in this Guide, which indicates that the 
book "seems to be for the very best or the most mature 
readers. " 
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Bahe;': Publishin9 Trust 
Manifestation - Not Incarnation. The Reality of 

Christ. By Albert Entzminger. Introduction and epi
logue by Winston Evans. This material has been pre
pared at the request of The Universal House of Justice 
in connection with the meeting of the World Council of 
Churches to be held in Uppsala, Sweden in July. A 
number of the pamphlets will be taken by Mr. Evans to 
the Council me€ting in Uppsala. 

Some Baha'is may recall this excellent article which 
was published a number of years ago under the title 
The M anijestation, The present edition has been edited 
to a slightly briefer version. 

The subject matter deals with one of the most difficult 
and provocative problems for modem theologians: the 
traditional concept of the incarnation and the fact that 
Christians today are finding it increasingly difficult to 
accept a theory which implies that Jesus was God. The 
only alternative has been a humanistic concept. The 
introduction states: "Once the true Reality of Christ is 
recognized, Christians are better prepared to compre
hend the "return" or "second coming" issue which was 
the focal point of heated discussion when the World 
Council met in Evanston in 1954." 

This brochure fills a long-felt need for presenting the 
Teachings to Liberal Christians and should open new 
avenues for Proclamation. It has been prepared in the 
uslimline" format similar to a series now available, in 
antique gold color. 

Ten copies ...................................... $1.00 
50 copies ....................................... $4.50 
The Earth Is But One Country. By Rachel Weller. 

Reprint from Friends Journal. This article shows an 
unusual depth of understanding of the Baha'i Faith, its 
principles and organization, The author is a member of 
the Urbana-Champaign Meeting at Urbana, Illinois and 
a long-time friend and acquaintance of Garreta Busey 
through whom she has acquired a sympathetic interest 
in Baha'i teachings. Though concise, the article gives a 
clear explanation of Progressive Revelation, the Baha'i 
prinCiples that apply to bringing about world unity, and 
Baha'u'llah's plan for world order. Comment is made 
upon Baha'i worship services; the method of taking 
action and making decisions through consultation; and 
the Baha'i relationship to political activities, 

Baha'is will find this reprint of great value in all 
Proclamation and teaching efforts at this time. It has 
been prepared in 8':6. x 11 size, folded to become a seIf
mailer, It can well be the spearhead in any Proclama
tion campaign. 

25 copies (minimum order) .................... $1.00 
100 copies ...................................... $3.50 
500 copies ..................................... $15.00 

Order through community librarian from: the Baha'i 
Publishing Trust, 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 
60091 
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Baht"; in the News 
The Chinese World the oldest Chinese daily in Ameri

ca and the only bilingual, Chinese-English newspaper 
in the United States, carried a story of a California 
Baha'i in its issue for May 2, 1968. The account, with a 
picture, told of Victor Tom who was elected to member
ship ()n the Local Spiritual Assembly of Santa Barbara, 
California, In speaking of the Faith it was stated, "The 
Baha'i is an organization of faith which professes the 
unity of all religions, all men and all races ... " 

o 
Life a monthly published in Korea devoted a page 

and a half t() the Baha'i Faith in its April issue. It was 
an account of the Naw-Ruz celebration of the Baha'is in 
Soeul and included pictures of- the group, the table at 
the Feast and the Greatest Name. 

o 
The July 19613 isstfe of Fate~ a monthly magazine with 

circulation of nearly 100,000 carries an article iiThe 
Paranormal Basis of Baha'i" by Marcus Bach. The 
nine page article, with illustrations. is well written and 
quite free of inaccuracies, ending with the following 
paragraph, "In our divided world, whether we believe 
in Baha'u'lhih or not his words of prophecy and truth. 
spoken 100 years ago, well might be considered the 
fOWldation of today's ecumenical movement, the con
vergence of cultures and the growing recognition that 
all men are brothers, for he said, tThe earth is one 
country and mankind its citizens.' " 

o 
The April 24, 1968 issue of The Lutheran, has a two 

page article on the Faith in a series titled uYour 
Neighbor's Faith." The article, "Baha'i World Faith 
Sees Word of God Revealed by Special Manifestations" 
is by Louis Cassels, religious editor for United Press 
International. It states in part, "Baha'i in its emphasiS 
on 'the oneneSs of all humanity' vigorously opposes all 
forms of racial prejudice, discrimination and segrega-
tion . .. 

o 

The April 4, 1968 issue of The Sentinel, a weekly 
publication of Jewish interest published in Chicago, has 
a feature story on the Faith titled "Baha'i Religion Also 
Finds Place In Israel." The story is written by The 
Sentinefs correspondent in Israel, Carl Alpert. Speak
ing of the Baha'is the writer states, "They subscribe to 
the prophecies of the Bible and see in many Biblical 
verses predictions of the rise of their own faith .... 
They note that the establishment of the State of Israel 
did not take place in the Moslem era nor in the Christian 
era, but in what they call the Baha'i period of history. 
When their pilgrims come here to mark their lOOth 
anniversary they will at the same time, and in all 
sincerity. also join in celebrating Israel's twentieth 
year." 

BAJL\'f NEWS 1s published for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States, as a news 
organ reporting current activities of the Baha'j world community. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Commltte€: Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee. Managing Editor; Mrs. Eunice 
Braun, International Editor; Miss Charlotte Linfoot, National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee. 

Material must be received by the twenty-fifth of the second month preceding date of issue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091, U,S,A. 

Change ot address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office. 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. Illinois, U.S.A. 60091. 
Changes received by the 15th of the month will take effect in the next month's mailin,i!'. 
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Eleven Continental Boards Appointed 
Universal Bouse of Justice Announces Further Development of Institution 

of the Bands of the Cause 

To the Baha';s of the World 

Dear Baha'i Friends, 

The majestic unfoldment of Baha 'u'Uah' 5 world-re
deeming administrative system has been marked by 
the successive establishment of the various institutions 
and agencies which constitute the framework of that 
divinely-created Order. Thus, more than a quarter-of.a
century after the emergence of the first National Spiri
tual Assemblies of the Baha'; world the Institution of 
the Hands 01 the Cause of God was formally estab
lished, with the appointment by the beloved Guardian, 
in conformity with the provisions of Abdu'l-Baha's Will 
and Testament, of the first contingent of these high
ranking officers of the Faith. Following the passing of 
the Guardian of the Cause of God, it fen to the House of 
Justice to devise away t within the Administrative 
Order. of developing • 'the Institution of the Hands of the 
Cause with a view to extension into the future of its 
appointed functions of protection and propagation", 
and this was made a goal of the Nine Year Plan. Much 
thought and study has been given to the question over 
the past four years, and the texts have been collected 
and revieWed. During the last two months, this goal, as 
announced in our cable to the National Conventions, 
has been the object of prolonged and prayerful consUl
tation between the Universal House of Justice and the 
Hands of the Cause of God. All this made evident the 
framework within which this goal was to be achieved, 
namely: 

• The Universal House of Justice sees no way in 
which additional Hands of the Cause of God can be 
appointed. 

• The absence of the Guardian of the Faith brought 
about an entirely new relationship between the 
Universal House of Justice and the Hands of the 
Cause and called for the progressive unfoldment by 
the Universal House of Justice of the manner in 
which the Hands of the Cause would carry out their 
divinely-conferred functions of protection and prop
agation. 

• Whatever new development or institution is initi~ 
ated should come into operation as Soon as possible 
in order to reinforce and supplement the work of 
the Hands of the Cause while at the same time 
taking full advantage of the opportunity of having 
the Hands themselves assist in launching and guid
ing the new procedures. 

• Any such institution must grow and operate in 
harmony with the principles governing the func
tioning of the Institution of the Hands of the Cause 
of God. 

In the light of these considerations the Universal 
House of Justice decided, as announced in its recent 
cable, to establish Continental Boards of Counsellors for 
the protection and propagation of the Faith. Their 
duties will include dir~ting the Auxiliary Boards in 
their respective areas, consulting and collaborating 
with National Spiritual Assemblies, and keeping the 
Hands of the Cause and the Universal House of Justice 
informed concerning the conditions of the Cause in 
their areas. 

Initially eleven Boards of Counsellors have been ap
pointed, one for each of the following areas: Northwest
ern Africa, Central and East Africa, Southern Africa, 
North America, Central America, South America, 
Western Asia, Southeastern Asia, Northeastern Asia, 
Australasia and Europe. 

The members of these Boards of Counsellors wlll 
serve for 'a term, or terms, the length of which will be 
determined and announced at a later date, and while 
serving in this capacity, will not be eligible for mem
bership on national or local administrative bodies. One 
member of each Continental Board of Counsellors has 
been designated as Trustee of the Continental Fund for 
its area. 

The Auxiliary Boards for Protection and Propagation 
will henceforth report to the Continental Boards of 
Counsellors who will appoint or replace members of the 
Auxiliary Boards as circumstances may require. Such 

T 
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appointments and replacements as may be necessary 
in the initial stages will take place after consultation 
with the Hand or Hands previously assigned to the 
continent or zone. 

The Hands 01 the Cause of God have the prerogative 
and obligation to consult with the Continental Boards of 
Counsellors and National Spiritual Assemblies on any 
subject which, in their view. affects the interests of the 
Cause. The Hands residing in the Holy Land will act as 
liaison between the Universal House of Justice and the 
Continental Boards of Counsellors, and will also assist 
the Universal House of Justice in setting UP. at a 
propitious time, an international teaching center in the 
Holy Land, as anticipated in the Guardian's writings. 

The Hands 01 the Cause of God are one of the most 
precious assets the Baha'i world possesses. Released 
from administration of the Auxiliary Boards, they will 
be abJe to concentrate their energies on the more 
primary responsibilities of general protection and prop
agation, "preservation of the spiritual health of the 
Baha'i communities" and "the vitality of the faith" of 
the Baha'is throughout the world. The House of Justice 
will call upon them to undertake special missions on its 
behalf, to represent it on both Baha'i and other occa
sions and to keep it informed of the welfare of the 
Cause. WhUe the Hands of the Cause will, naturally? 
have special concern for the affairs of the Cause in the 
areas in which they reside, they will operate increas
ingly on an intercontinental level, a factor which will 
lend tremendous impetus to the diffusion throughout 
the Baha'i world of the spiritual inspiration channelled 
through them - the Chief Stewards of Baha'u'llah's 
embryonic World Commonwealth. 

With joyful hearts We proclaim this further unfold
ment of the Administrative Order of Baha'u'llah and 
jo~ our prayers to those of the friends throughout the 
East and the West that Baha'u'llah may continue to 
shower His confirmations upon the efforts ·of His ser
vants in the safeguarding and promotion of His Faith. 

.8AHA 'f WORLD CENTER 
lLu:FA, ISRAEL 
JUNE 24, 1968 

With loving Baha'i greetings, 
THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

The announcement of the momentous decision of The 
Universal House of Justice was sent by cablegram to 
all national spiritual assemblies on June 21 as follows: 

REiOiCE ANNOUNCE MOMENTOUS DECISION ESTAB
LISH ELEVEN CONTINENTAL BOARDS COUNSELLORS 
PROTECTION PROPAGATION FAITH THREE EACH FOR 
AFRICA AMERICAS ASIA ONE EACH FOR AUSTRALASIA 
EUROPE. ADOPI'ION THIS SIGNIFICANT STEP FOLLOW
ING CONSULTATION WITH HANDS CAUSE GOD INSURES 
EXTENSION FUTURE APPOINTED FUNCTIONS THEIR 
INSTITUTION. CONTINENTAL BOARDS ENTRUSTED IN 
CLOSE COLLABORATION HANDS CAUSE WITH RE
SPONSIBILITY DIRECTION AUXILIARY BOARDS AND 
CONSULTATION NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLIES. 
HANDS CAUSE GOD WILL HENCEFORTH INCREASE 

.-~--

AUGUST n .. 

MEMBEBSIDP OF FIRST CONTINENTAL 
BOARDS OF COUNSELLORS 

The Universal Hou.se of Justice has announced. the 
nam~s of those who have been appointed to the first 
Contmental Boards of Counsellors for the Protection 
and Propagation of the Faith as follows: 

N ORTHWES'l'ERN AFRICA 

I;!usayn Ardikimi (Trustee, Continental Fund), Mu-
1;lammad Kebdani, William Maxwell_ 

CENTRAL AND EAST AnuCA 

Oloro Epyeru, Kolonario Oule, Isabel Sabri, Mihdi 
Samandari, 'Aziz Yazdi (Trustee, Continental Fund). 

SoUTHERN AFRICA 

Seewoosumbur-Jeehoba Appa, Shidim Fatl;t-i-A 'zam 
(Trustee, Continental Fund), Bahiyyih Ford. . 

NORTH AMERICA 

Lloyd Gardiner, Florence Mayberry, Edna True 
(Trustee, Continental Fund). 

CENI'RAL AMERICA 

Carmen de Burafato, Artemus Lamb, Alfred Osborne 
(Trustee, Continental Fund). 

SoutH AMERICA 

Athas Costas, Hooper Dunbar (Trustee, Continental 
Fund), Donald Witzel. 

WESTERN AsIA 
Masil;t Farhangi, Mas'ud Khamsi, !:lad! Rahmimi 

(Trustee, Continental Fund), Manu<iliihr S':lman
pur, Sankaran-Nair Vasudevan. 

SOtnHEAST AsIA 

Yan Kee Leong, Khudaral)m Payman (Trustee, Con
tinental Fund), Chellie Sundram. 

NORTHEAST Asu 
Rul)u'llah Mumtazi (Trustee, Continental Fund), 

Vicente Samaniego. 
AUSTRALASIA 

Suhayl 'Ala. 'i, Howard Harwood, Thelm'a Perks 
(Trustee, Continental Fund) . 

EUROPE 

Erik Blumenthal, Dorothy Ferraby (Trustee, Con
tinental Fund), Louis Henuzet. 

INTERCONTINENTAL SERVICES ASSUMING WORLD
WIDE ROLE PROTECTION PROPAGATION FAITH. MEM
BERS AUXILIARY BOARDS WILL REPORT BE RESPON
SIBLE TO CONTINENTAL .BOARDS COUNSELLORS. 
HANDS CAUSE RESIDING HOLY LAND IN ADDITION 
SERVING LIAISON BETWEEN UNIVERSAL HOUSE JUS
TICE AND CONTINENTAL BOARDS COUNSELLORS WILL 
ASSIST FUTURE ESTABLISHMENT INTERNATIONAL 
TEACHING CENTER HOLY LAND FORESHADOWED 
WRITINGS BELOVED GUARDIAN. DETAILS NEW DE
VELOPMENTS BEING CONVEYED BY LETTER. FER
VENTLY SUPPLICATING HOLY THRESHOLD DIVINE 
CONFIRMATIONS FURTHER STEP IRRESISTIBLE UN

FOLDMENT MIGHTY ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER BAHA
'U'LLAl! (Signed) UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE. 
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Beautification 

of the Properties 

at the World Center 

At the International Baha'i Convention at the World 
Center April 21-24, 1968 The Universal House of Justice 
distributed to the members of all National Spiritual 
Assemblies copies of a complete summary of the prog
ress of the Faith and of a statistical survey showing the 
goals attaioed up to April 1968 under the Nioe Year 
International Teaching Plan both at the World Center 
and through the Baha'i world. 

It is hoped that this compilation will soon be avail
able in a printed version for the entire Baha'i world. 

The first section of the book reports the current status 
of the World Center goals, one of which is the extension 
of existing gardens and preserv alion of the buildings on 
Mount Carmel. A very beautiful narrated slide pro
gram on the gardens and properties at the World 
Center will soon be available.· Meanwhile the following 
paragraphs quoted from the statistical book will ac
quaint the believers aroWld the world with the work 
that has been accomplished thus far on this World 
Center goal: 

THE EXTENSION OF EXISTING GARDENS 
ON MOUNT CARMEL 

As those who have visited the Holy Shrines in Bahji 
and on Mount Carmel well know, the Bahiti properties 
in those areas are very extensive, approaching 550,000 
square metres. Much less than half this total area has 
been developed into gardens and therefore it must be 
realized that any plan for the extension of the gardens 
and the beautification of the surroWldings of the Holy 
Shrines may well take many years to implement. 

Bah;' from the air looking northwest. Photo taken Mati f. J967. 

Development at Bahji 

For many years extendiog back to the lime of the 
first International Baha'i Council attempts have been 
made to close the unpaved road which ran close by the 
Mansion of Baha'u'llah and bisected the Baha'i proper
ty. This has now been accomplished and the road has 
been re-routed so as to permit the extension of the 
formal gardens to the east of the Mansion of Bahit'u'
llah. The pattern will be similar to the quadrant of the 
lJaram-i-Aqdas. Also sufficient ground lies to the south 
and west for the development of the other two quad
rants, thus completing the circumference of the gar
dens around the Holy Shrine in future. Plans have also 
been made for a new entrance making for a more 
direct approach to the gardens from the main road. 
Closing the unpaved road has also made it possible to 
erect a fence completely around our property, thus 
giving a measure of protection to the gardens. 

Mt. Carmal 
A distinguished Baha'i architect was called to the 

Holy Land on two occasions by The Universal House of 
Justice to prepare a concept for the extension of the 
gardens above the Shrine of the Bab and the Archives 
Building, and in this connection a photogramrnetric 
survey was obtained. Based upon this survey the archi
tect prepared tentative plans for the extension of the 
gardens and contacts have been made with both the 
Haifa Municipality and the Government of the State of 
israellookiog toward the adoption of definite plans for 
the development of the area in consonance with the 
wishes expressed by the beloved Guardian. Beyond 
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this, extended improvements have already been made, 
such as, the fencing of property on Mt. Carmel, includ· 
ing the Temple site; the development of gardens and 
parking lots adjacent to the Pilgrim House; the paving 
of the Arc; the building of a wall and the extension of 
the sidewalk along UNO Avenue adjacent to our gar
dens and adding new soil to higher levels of the gardens 
where erosion had taken place. The Guardian's plan for 
the floodlighting of the Archives Building was imple
mented, the floodlighting of the Shrine of the Bab and 
the Monument Gardens was extended, and all of the 
electrical circuits in the gardens were rewired. 

Holy Places and Other Buildings 

One of the first decisions which had to be taken by 
The Universal House of Justice related to making 
provisions for its own offices. This was accomplished by 

'Amatu'f Baha Ru~iyyih Khanum 

(concluded) 

Departure for Colombia 

On the scheduled day of departure for Colombia the 
National Spiritual Assembly vehicle with its pioneer 
driver had still not returned from Maracaibo, so 
RUi).lyyih Khanum and her entourage of four struck 
camp and made two burro loads to be carried the 
equivalent of three long blocks to the highway over the 
soft sand road, Two Guajira teachers, Ana Josefa 
Pirela and Cecilia Aguarin went along as interpreters. 
Fortunately a station wagon taxi operated by the neph
ew of one of the Baha'is came along shortly and 
arrangements were made for transportation all the way 
to Maicao, Colombia, There the Colombian National 
Spiritual As.sembly Jeep was not at hand as expected so 
the luggage was piled into a bus for a two hour dusty 
ride over a rough stony road at high velocity to Rio~ 
hacha, the hot and sandy seashore town near where is 
located Villa Rai}.mat, the Guajiro Indian Institute. It 
was well after dark, Friday February 29 when the 
party arrived. Saturday night Rul)iyyih Khanum 
showed slides of her Panama, Bolivia, and Argentina 
Indian area visits to about thirty Rlohacha adult and 
children Baha'is. Sunday afternoon she gave a stimu
lating talk to about twenty adults and many more 
children from the Guajiro Indian and Riohacha com
munities, which delighted both believers and visitors. 

The next day the party) now two carloads, including: 
Creadell Haley who had arrived from Venezuela with 
the National Spiritual Assembly vehicie; OIavo Novaes, 
resident pioneer; and Lew and Betty ToomesJ pioneers 
to Colombia for many years, and serving as represen· 
tatives of the Colombia community; traveled a wander· 
ing beach road over the dunes and flats five hours to 
Manaure and the vicinity of the salt reservoirs. Here 
twice a year thousands of Guajiros congregate to be 
employed for the salt harvest. As many as 350 believers 
have been enrolled in a weekend here with two or three 
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converting the Western Pilgrim House into offices and 
by remodeling the Eastern Pilgrim House to accommo-
date both Eastern and Western pilgrims. Practically all 
the Holy Places and other buildings have had to under
go extensive repairs and maintenance during the past 
five years. Included are the following projects: re-tiling 
the roof, of the Mansion of B aha 'u 'llah and re-building 
the portico of the Shrine, re-roofing the Pilgrim Houses 
in both Bahji and Haifa, repainting the Mansion at 
Bahji. and the House of jAbblid in 'Akka, and painting 
and gIlding of ornamentation on the Shrines of Baha'u'. 
Ilah and the Bab and the various gates and ornaments 
in the gardens at Bahjl and on Mt. Carmel. The Oat roof 
of the Shrine of the Bab was also repaired and exten. 
sive repairs had to be made to the eastern wing of the 
terrace in front of the Shrine of the Bib due to the 
collapse of a retaining wal1. 

Visits Lotin America 

teaching teams. Later at Bogota, Rul)lyyih Khanum 
encouraged the National Spiritual Assembly of Colom
bia to take good advantage of this opportunity every 
year to enroll large numbers of these spiritually recep~ 
tive people. 

While viewing the breathtaking beauty of the glisten
ing white of the salt areas and the delicate wine color of 
the nearly evaporated sea water in other manmade 
lagoons, the Baha'i party attracted a group of Guajiros. 
From hearing just a bit of the teachings, one lady 
invited everyone to her house to talk with her family 
and hang the hammocks for the night, if they wished. It 
turned out that there was no adequate hammock area, 
and so, while the Venezuelan friends and the AwdJiary 
Board member talked with the family and neighbors, 
the rest of the party went off searching for a camping 
location. By the time RiiI)lyyih Kh[mum and Lew 
Toomes returned, the Indian Baha'i teachers had en· 
rolled five new believers. 

The camP-<lut site selected was one of the windmills 
that dot the landscape of the Colombian Guajira and 
upon which the Indians depend for their existence. 
During the night time lull, the water source was the 
long concrete animal trough. When there was a breeze. 
the clean water spouted out into the trough from a three 
inch pipe, Cooking of supper and breakfast were com· 
munal projects. that of breakfast somewhat more com
plicated by the fact that it was done before dawn for the 
benefit of those who were fasting. The early rising and 
the late talking and the fact that OIavo Novaes had to 
be taken by car at 2:30 a.m. to town to catch a bus to 
get him on his way ~ the mountain area of the Motilone 
Indians to make preparations for R1l..l].iyyih Khimum's 
arrival there, reduced the sleeping time considerably 
and whittled down further the reserves of Rul)IYyih 
Khanum already depleted by so many months of chang
ing environments and climates. 
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R'liMwih ..Kbcinu.m with GuajiTO.f and Rioha.cho Bahd'f.s at 
Villa RMma!. 

Meeting Educated Gu.jiro 
The next day the party moved on to the next town 

Uribia. on the search for Baha'is and also a chinchorr~ 
for RUJ:tiyyih Khimum. who was finding her borrowed 
hammock just about impossible for sleeping. Both were 
very elusive, especially since Olavo, the only one sup-. 
posed to know the area, had left. Finally, returning to a 
windmill on a tip that there were Baha'is in the 
vicinity. the party was greeted by a young, educated 
GUajiro teacher of elementary school, Guillermo Estra
da, who quickly fell in with the spirit of the Teachings. 
RUJ:tiyyih Khimum was especially touched by his em
phatic statement that "We Guajiros have always be
lieved in God!" And he surprised everyone by saying 
that he, being very interested in religion, had read the 
Koran, but had not been able to find anything in 
Spanish from the Book of Zoroaster. After establishing 
excellent relations with Sr. Estrada and departing, 
RW:rlyyih Khimum expressed the hope that this contact 
was the reason for what otherwise seemed like a long, 
difficult and useless journey. She encouraged the young 
teacher to provide his people with a written language to 
teach the children and adults, that this is the only way 
to save a people from losing their self respect and 
individuality, so that they can as a unit salvage their 
God-given qualities, attributes, and spiritual knowledge 
and contribute them to mankind. She said later in 
meetings with Baha'is that she hopes that this will be 
the gift of the BaH'is to the indigenous peoples. "I 
believe with all my heart that one of the things the 
Baha'is must do is teach them to read and write in their 
own language first. We would not be creating division. 
There is a great difference between division and na
tionaHsm and helping people to have self-respect and 
dignity. The Guajiros have nothing distinctive. If they 
don't have their own language, they disintegrate. If the 
Guardian said we should translate into different lan
guages, it must have been for a reason. I never asked 
him, but I suspect that it was to give them self-respect 
for their language and their race." 

About Sr. Estrada, she said to the National Spiritual 
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RtlMyyth 1:{..hdnum descending tz steep incUne to a Yl1ko 
rancherla.. h.i"h. in the Andes- mountains of Colombf4. 

Assembly later. "I would make this man my project if I 
were there. I have seen opportunities slip through the 
fingers of the Baha'is. They have meetings and inter~ 
ested people COme. Then they climb into their cars and 
return to their dinners, their houses, their wives. " 

Visit to YUko Indian Tribe 
Between Riohacha and the Motilon Indian or more 

specifically YUko Indian area, there was a' long and 
arduous trip in the fourteen year old smallest model 
Jeep. RUJ:tiyyih Khimum was accompanied by her 
steadfast and faithful companion, Violette Na1.IDjavani, 
~s well as Betty Toomes, and Charles Hornby, Auxil
Iary Board member. Ignition failures, pushes on the hot 
rocky road, and repairs enroute extended to eight hours 
what should have been a five hour trip to the first 
night's stop. RUJ:tiyyih Khanum started from Riohacha 
ill and arrived improved. The next day brought the 
party to the foot of the northern Andes mountains 
where they were met by Olavo Novaes with as many 
horses and mules (4) as he could find to carry, as it 
turned out, the ladies and the cargo. A Baha'i nonwYUko 
campesino guide and former official of the Colombian 
Indian Service, Luis Pastor, who is ft.uent in the Yuko 
language completed ihe party. 

The ascension, which was a process of ascending and 
descending and ascending again, crossing the boulder
strewn mountain stream several times took about nine 
hours. The place to get provisions under cover and 
hang the hammocks (most of them not under cover) 
was reached just about the time it got too dark to safely 
climb the steep. winding and rocky paths. This small 
mud-walled house several hundred yards above the 
swift and cold mountain stream was home base for 
three days and three nights. The stream provided 
drinking water and stimulating baths. The owner of the 
borrowed house was a non-indigenous campesino, who 
had settled in the area and, like the Indians, was trying 
to make a living by burning off and clearing the 
mountain sides to plant corn, yuca, plantain, beans and 
sweet potatoes. A Y6.ko rancheria was a stone's throw 
away and the 'lPapa" or senior man, who also, it was 
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The salt coUectingo reU'2"voin of Manaure. Colombia. whe1'e' 
twice annu.a.Ull thQ1UCl.'fUU of Gua.jl .. ros congregate and pTovide 
a.n exceUent oppoTtumty fOT mass teo.chlng. 

tmderstood, was the chlef of the Yuko tribe soon came 
to visit Rul)lyyih Khanum. The Yukos are "heart" 
Baha'is who have had a number of visits and contacts 
with their Baha'i brothers from the cities, hut the 
consistent means to deepen them has not been found. 
Five delegates from this indigenous group attended the 
National Convention in 1966 and it is hoped that thls 
year (this writing being before Ric;lvanj, wit!> the Con
vention being scheduled for Riohacha. mOre will partic
ipate. 

RUJ.Uyyih Khanum's home away from home was a 
plantain grove fifty meters from the house, where her 
hammock was suspended between two not too sturdy 
trees, but the best available. In spite of the very cold 
nights, she reported that her best sleep and rest in 
many days before and after the Yukos was obtained 
here. 

Need to Teach Slowly 
From the base an excursion was made much higher 

into the mountains to visit two other rancherias, Aguste 
and Papa Martin. At Aguste there were a number of 
Baha'i men and women. It was fotmd hard to get them 
to assemble for any kind ot a meeting and those that 
did gather did not listen too well, through the two 
translations. Later RUl)iyyih Khimum explained the 
lack of concentration power to be a handicap indige
nous to the Latin Americans, especially the Indians. 
"This/' she said, "one must and can teach by living 
with them. One must go at their speed without pres
sure. I was at first very discouraged, but now I am 
learning." In respect to the objections, sometimes giv~ 
en that BahaJis must be building their careers, and 
getting married and having chlldren and not endanger
ing their health full-time in Indian areas, she said, "I 
am sometimes surprised at the doctrine of materialism 
that the Baha'is talk to each other." She said that we 
proudly teach about the martyrs of the past, hut get 
worried if someone is willing to give his life for the 
Cause today. 

In thls instance at rancheria Aguste, RliJ.llyyih Kha
nwn moved at their speed by dropping the attempt to 
teach with words and got interested in the careful 
craftsmanship of the Yukos and ended up buying a 
quiverfull of arrows and two bows to carry back to her 
personal museum in Haifa. 
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Visits to More Rancherias 

The next leg of the day's trip was more arduous and 
finally the going changed from breathtaking to too 
dangerous to continue on horse and mule and the three 
ladies dismounted and finished the trip to rancheria 
Papa Martin laboriously on foot. The giant sized palm 
thatched Ulong house" with vertical stick sides sur
rounded by smaller houses of the same structure and 
lean-to shelters was a happy sight for the climbers. 
Papa Martin. an elderly, stoop shouldered, vice-chiet of 
the YUkos was alone in the area with two women and a 
group of little children all seeming about two to three 
years old, who gat impassively in the dirt at one end of 
the house, while the women cleaned and cooked a white 
root, which is from a large Helephant ear" type of 
plant. Papa Martin passed out bananas and sat down to 
socialize. The Auxiliary Board member talked at length 
to Papa Martin in Spanish about the station of Hand of 
the Cause Rul)iyyih Khanum and the importance of her 
visit. Although he nodded and repeated words and gave 
the impression of understanding, it finally be<:ame 
apparent that he hardiy understood at all. Rul)iyyih 
Khimum bargained for and bought a small arrow with 
a split bamboo tip that could be propped open to catch 
a bird alive. 

n was an exhausting day and Rul)iyyih Khanum 
admitted later that that night in her hammock she had 
really thought that she might die right there. 

The next day among the Yukos a yOtmg man from 
the neighboring rancheria came by to show hls badly 
cut foot, chopped with a machete. It had been superfi
cially treated the day before by sprinkling with sulfa 
powder, but although better in appearance, it was still 
swollen and feverish. So the ladies 1avished their care 
and attention on the Baha.'i friend, soaking the foot in 
hot salt water, cutting away useless flesh and treating 
further with the antibiotic and then bandaging careful
ly. Riil)lyyih Khimwn said that Jeanne Chute, who had 
made the major part of the Latin American trip with 
her would be happy to know that a new hand towel that 
she had left behind had been tom apart to make a 
dressing. The following day everyone was relieved to 
see the improved state of the foot) and to be reassured 
that it would no doubt heal satisfactorily without en
dangering his limb or life. 

This day Olavo Novaes and Luis Pastor climbed to a 
remote and higher rancheria to see what was happen
ing with a Catholic Brother staying in the area among 

Ru~£yyih Khd.num, center. Violette NakP;avdnf, .,.eaT and Betty 
ToofP'!.es. fTont mounted and ready to begin a trek of more than 
eight hoUrs into the mountains to visit Yuko Indian BaM'is. 
Olavo NovBes is on foot. 
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the Indian Baha'is. The third day, the Brother of the 
Capuchino Order, a Guajiro Indian who had been 
educated by the Capuchinos, returned the call and 
spent some time visiting with R~iyyih Khanum, who 
treated him well and served him coffee and sand
wiches. It was interesting that he, when speaking about 
the races of the world said the Europeans are superior, 
but that all are from God, "even the Indians." R~iy. 
yih Khanum remonstrated with him about this view of 
racial superiority with which he had been indoctrinat
ed.. The sixty-five year old monk: was so kindly and 
receptive that R1i1;1iyyih Khanum said, ·'We could teach 
him the Faith, but we don't have time sO we must just 
be very nice to him so that he will have a kindly 
remembrance of us." She did speak briefly of the Faith, 
saying that it did not conflict with the basic things that 
he teaches and that we believe in the oneness of all the 
religions. 

This day. everyone was happy and surprised to see 
the YUkos coming singly and in groups to gather at the 
feet, so to speak, of Rubiyyih ~anum. Three even 
came across the hill singing "Soy Baha'i; Soy Baha'i 
(I'm a Baha'i; I'm a Baha'i). But the pleasure was 
short-lived, for when the Catholic Brother returned on 
the way to try to settle a land dispute between a YUko 
and a "civilizado", they all followed, "like children 
after Pied Piper" as RUJ::alyyih Khimum said. 

The Return Journey 

The retUITl to the valley level ranch of Sr. Reyes 
where the Jeep had been left was somewhat easier than 
the going. Although there was some climbing, the 
general direction, at least, was down hill. Betty Toomes 
had had her fill of riding, especially after falling and 
bruising an elbow on the way to rancheria Papa Martin 
when the saddle slipped. So RUl)iyyih Khanum rode the 
big grey mule and found it a more responsive and 
enjoyable mount. She had as a youth been a competent 
horsewoman. The BahaJi world may be Wlder the 
impression, from her activities and from some of the 
stories and legends circulating about her childhood and 
youth that Ru!)iyyib Khanum has a background of 
outdoor life. As a matter of fact she told her compan
ions that she had not slept out of door more than 
perhaps five times in her lifetime prior to her recent 
teaching excursions, and had never bathed in a stream 
or roughed it the way she must do on these trips. To the 
Baha'i community at Bogota, she said, "I felt and I still 
feel very strongly, if at my age, over fifty, who am a 

RtltLillyih ~dftum and Betty Toomes say goodbye to YuJw 
Indians. The woman in front 01 Ru~hnlih Khdnum spontane
ouslu kis.ted her, something extr4OTdina'TY for these shy people. 
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RuMlI1Iih Khtinum speaks to :friends at the Ha;iratu'l-Quds of 
Co lam bia, Luis Sanchez translating. She said she wa.s happy 
and wann in Bogota., p7'O bably "because of the love of the 
friend3." 

person who has always lived in comfort and in the city, 
if I can do it then surely other people can do it. And it is 
still my hope that if I keep riding horseback into the 
Motilones and going up the Choco, river in Panama in a 
dugout canoe and so on that other people will say, 'If 
she can do it, I can do it ... J "I don't see how I can tell 
other people to do something, if I am not willing to do it 
myself. " 

Nearness to B.h6'u'll.ih 
Ru!;liyyih Khimum explained why she wants so much 

to teach and be with the indigenous and less privileged 
people. "The humblest and most Simple people in the 
world, mostly the illiterate, those are the ones who 
seem to be ready and eager to accept Baha'u'llilh. And 
therefore it seems to me that this poses a very serious 
problem for all of us BahaJis. How are we going to 
teach these people? Who is going to teach them? And I 
felt after the passing of Shoghi Effendi that I should go 
and see this kind of Baha'is and if possible to do some 
teaching myself. 

"Gradually, first doing what I thought I should do, 
now I have come to prefer this to any other kind of 
teaching. Because there is a nearness to God in the 
wilderness that you don't find in the cities. It seems 
perhaps a strange thing to say, but I always feel 
Baha'u'llah much closer to me when I go on this kind of 
trip than even in Haifa. I feel that if I have a plan and 
the plan doesn't work out, if I want to 'go to the left and 
I can't and I have to go to the right, there is a meaning 
in it and I will find somehow what that meaning is. And 
this itself. as you can imagine, gives the individual a 
tremendous sweetness. It is a very sweet thing to taste, 
to feel near to Baha'u'llah. 

"I am sure all of us, we pray to Baha'u'llilh and we 
love Him and we think about Him, we believe in Him, 
and we want to serve Him. But I am not sure that we 
always feel Him very close to us. But there is some. 
thing about this kind 'Of service, where you give up the 
cities and their materialism and with a pure motive to 
go and carry His Message to these simple people of the 
world that want to hear about Him; you feel as if He is 
going with you. 

"We need something. We know that we are not 
succeeding in teaching our own people. We have to go 
on trying; we'll always go on trying. But, if there are a 
people that have such a prophecy in our teachings 
related to them (to the effect that as cited in the first 

(continued p. 10) 



• 

Leeward, Windward, iNld Virgin Islands NSA 

Cites Goals Achieved 
Baha'is from twelve Caribbean islands gathered in 

St. Thomas, Virgin Islands on May 25-26, to attend the 
Second National Convention of the Leeward, Windward 
and Virgin Islands. The delegates, the outgoing Nation~ 
al Spiritual Assembly and visiting friends had an op
portunity for getting acquainted at a Unity Feast held 
Friday evening, before the Convention. A member of 
the local press was there to gather material for news
paper coverage, and a few days after the convention a 
two-page article with picture of the new Assembly 
appeared in a local newspaper. 

Mrs. Carmen Burafato of Mexico, Auxiliary Board 
member, gave able and gracious assistance. Those 
elected to the National Assembly this year were: E. 
Millert Grenada; Miss Katharine Meyer, St. Thomas; 
Mrs. Henrietta Trutza, St. Lucia; Jean Desert, Guade
loupe; Ellerton Harmer, St. Thomas; Miss Naomi 
Washington, St. Thomas; Mrs. Lorana Kerfoot, St. 
Thomas, William Nedden, Barbuda; and Wilfred Bart, 
St. Kitts. 

The annual report of the National Secretary informed 
of goals won: the incorporation of the National Spiritual 
Assembly; the formation of a Local Spiritual Assembly 
on the island of St. Lucia r and others; the presentation 
of the book Proclamation of Ba/t.ti'u'llah to heads of 
state of the English-speaking islands of the area (so far 
a reply was received from the Administrator of St. 
Vincent); and a total of fifty-four new members who 
entered the Faith during the year (twenty-six of these 
from St. Luci a) , 
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NatiOnal Assembly of Leeward, Windwat't! and Virgin I.sla.ndt. 
Left to Tight: front: MTs. H. Trutza. Wilfred Bart, Mias Naomf 
Washington, Mis. Katharine Meyer, Jean Desert; Tear: Ed 
Miller, Mrs. Lorana Kerfoot, William Nedden, EUerton Hanlu~T. 

PioneeT family on the iBfand of Guadeloupe, FT-ench West 
Indies hold fireside on the occa.rion of visit of MT. a.nd M'I'3. 
Edvard Lin&-trom. Standing, right to lelt: pionen- Jean Desen, 
M1'I. DeseTt and two chUd'J'en. Pictured u only a pan of the 
grou.p which gatheTed to heaT about the Faith. Gu4de!oupe U: 
under the Nationat Spiritual Assembly of the Leewa.rd,. Wind
ward and Virgin blands. 

National Convention 0/ the Bdha'(s of the Leeward, Windward and Virgin Islands held in St. Thomas 
Mall 25-36, 1968. 
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Mexico Teachi ng Effort 
Reaps Harvest 

t 

PIoneer lenabe Caldwell with Mario Santaella. and Solomon Martinez. capable Bahci.'i youth. from Oaxac«, Mexico, who accom
panied Mm th.roughout II two months" teach.ing toW" covering seven states, indudina the territorieB of Quintana Roo and Hue
hueten.a.ngo. Guatemala. They showed the picture, ~<And Hk Name ShaU Be One" nightly. Pioneer Edna Ford tTaVl!'led. tDith 
them through the states- of Oaxaca, CMapas. TabattO, Campeche, parts at Yucatan 4nd in Guatemala.. Native' Mayan teacher .. 
Senor Celestino Sima of Muna, Y'Ucatan, went with them into the territory of Quintana. Roo as weH as into Yucatan, when 
the explication had to be given in the Malian tongue. Auxirw'P"!/ Board mem~er, Artemus Lamb, and hb rister, Mr.s. Va.l.eria. 
Nichols, National SpirUuat Assembly member, helped greatlll with thoe sh.owings. Tne tum was viewed bll thirteen thau.sa.nd 
people 4nd greatly j01'warded the teaching 'Wcwk. Photo with oxen team was taken during thet.,. tmvel through the sta.te of 
Oa.:raCd. where o;ren are still used and can frequently be seen doing aU forms 01 heavy laoOT. 

A Victory ID Nicaraqua 

RIGHT: 
The Local Spiritual Assemblll of Jtnotepe~ Nica1'agua., was 
elected ju.rt: a few minute. beJore the close of Avril 21 when 
live new members enrolled in the Faith.. TheV had Oathered to 
join pioneer Solomon Escalante, h.i.J tamily and otner BaM'!, 
in p1"4vers. Seated, tett to rignt: Rodo If 0 SUva, Rellfi4ldo 
Medrnno, Leticia E.scalante (treasurer). JOTge Agui!4r (vice 
chairman) and Leonel Calderon (corre.sponding se~lI.J. Stand~ 
bag: Narciso Navarro. Sergio Sancnez (recording .sec'1I.), Ce.!Qr 
Men.diet4 (librarian) a.nd. Solomon E.sca.la.nte (chairman). 

BELOW: 
TM eighth a.nnuaJ national convention ot Nica,1"a"ua toaI held 
Mall 25-26, 1968 with AuxU£aru Board member M".s. Ruth. E. 
Prin"le. who pt"esented a talk on the Nine Year Plan, 
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part of this article that the Indians of America wil1 
illumine the world), who are ready and eager to be
come Baha'is, then surely we are fools if we don't go to 
teach them. 

"You know it has occurred to me in the last few years 
that the Teachings of Bahit'u'll;ih each person can 
accept for himself and if he will obey them they will 
change his character. But you cannot ignore the other 
aspect of the Teachings of Baha'u'llah to create a new 
society. And you cannot do anything with' society unless 
you have thousands and hundreds of thousands of 
people to work with, because the Baha'i system is for 
society, for all of society on this planet, The World 
Order of Baha'u'nah is for the human race, living as a 
group, as society. And that is why r feel that we are 
never gOing to establish the Baha'i Faith as we want to 
see it established until we have thousands and hun
dreds of thousands of Baha'is in one place - we have to 
have everybody Baha'i if we can make them . . . 
Because then you can begin to get the whole system of 
the administration functioning; you can get the Baha'i 
educational system working. If you could send our 
children to a Baha'i schOOl, teaching ordinary subjects 
but animated by Baha'i principles, then from the very 
beginning you could. affect society t because the children 
grow up to be Baha'is. They don't lie. They don't cheat. 
They don't backbite. They are not immoral. You see 
you create an environment which is Baha'i and in this 
you can rear a new type of human being, then create a 
society with these people. But you can't do it unless you 
have lots of people, because you can't work it (other
wise), you see. It's like saying you are going to make 
bread with a teaspoon of flour. 

"So what we need, in other words, is mOre Baha'is, 
and we had better take them where we can get them. 
And if there are any people living on the South Pole 
(which there are not) and they want to be Baha'is, well 
let's teach them. We can't wait any longer for our kind 
of people to become Baha'is." 

Returning to the capital cities after being with the 
Indians is no doubt anticlimactic for Hand of the Cause 
Rw:>iyyih Khimwn. But Barranquilla and Bogota and 
visiting Baha'is were nevertheless delighted with her 
presence and her warmth and her wisdom. A public 
meeting was held at Barranquilla with about 30 pres
ent. At Bogota, two different meetings for Baha'is only. 
a public meeting, a meeting with the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Colombia, three luncheons and a newspa
per interview left R u!)iyyih Khimum no time for extra 
rest and little time to catch up on her reports to The 
Universal House of Justice and to answer her volumi
nous mail, and she suffered altitude headaches, but she 
said that she felt very happy while there, "probably 
because of the love of the friends." 

Mere Excellent Publicity 
Good advantage was taken of her visit for proclama

tion publicity and two "articles with photographs ap
peared at Barranquil1a and a feature story appeared in 
one of the nationally distributed Bogota newspapers, EI 
Espectador, captioned HEI Baha'i Busca la Unidad 
HurnanaH

, in which the writer, Margarita Vidal Garcia 
says: "With a penetrating gaze sustained by an incred
ible inner force, the Baha'i First Lady disseminates 
concepts, maxims, and irrefutable truths." 

,~., _,., __ .",IIIIAIa., __ 

RtiMJItIih. Khdnum in Quito, ECUQ:dor~ accompa.nied by MT's. Violette 
.Iemon dllf......m 

A gathering of the friend.$. in Curitaba, Brazil, wi.th Hands of 
the Cause Rub-iyyih -K,b.a.num and MT'. lalal Khazeh. 

A historic meeting. Hands 0/ the Cause RU~!lI1Jih Khanwn and 
Mr. Ja!al Khazeh- with the first BaM'! pioneer of South Ameri
ca, Mrs. Leonora Holsapple Armstrong, wv1.n"lll called bv 
Shoghi Effendi "The mother oj the Baha'is Of Sou.th America." 
At left is Mrs. Jeanne Chute. 



,I, being met at the airport b" a gTOUp of B4hd.1b repTesenting 
• MOU"Ch, 1968. 

BrazUia.n friend.r who weTe gdthered at two-day conference 
with RUQiYlIih ,K.htinum in Sao Paulo. 

R'Ii~lI1Iih Khd.num with four young friends who 4t"03e o.t the 
two-day conference ta otJet" to visit the Bt"azilian IndianB and 
to do pioneeT duty in Brazit. 
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Mataco I ndian Village of Argentina Survives Flood 
During the visit of Hand of the Cause of God 'Amatu'l

Baha. Rul;tiyyih Khanum ·to the north of Argentina, the 
entire Mataco Indian village of Algarrobito embraced 
the Baha'! Faith. Shortly hefore the Ri<;lvan perTod, 
when Auxiliary Board member Hooper Dunbar planned 
to assist the community with the election of their first 
local Spiritual Assembly. it was learned that the Pilco
mayo River area where these Mataco friends reside 
had been disastrously Hooded. All roads leading to the 
village were flooded and airstrips were covered with 
mud. 

Reports indicated that the whole area of the Pileo
mayo River was under two meters of water, there was 
no food, and the remaining Indians had taken refuge in 
Ihe lops of the highest trees. 

"Needless to say, we prayed hard for them, for their 
physical safety and for spiritual strength to withstand 
the inevitable attacks of the churches and superstitious 
people . . . that the flood was a divine chastisement far 
their having become Bah8.'is," The National Spiritual 
Assembly of Argentina has written: liTo our great joy, 
Mr. Dunbar learned on his recent trip that Algarrobito 
was the only village on the river which was untouched 
by the flood waters, an island of refuge in the mael
strom." 

News Briefs 
A cable from Zambia dated April 28, 1968 sent to the 

Universal House of Justice states: "REJOICE REPORT 
TEMPLE LAND SECURED." A Cameroon Republic 
cable of May 22, 1968 reads: " ... REPORTS GOOD ... 
NINE NEW ASSEMBLIES . . ." From Tanzania: 
" ... ANNOUNCE FORMATION 6 NEW LSAS RIJ?-
VAN .... " The year-old National Assembly of Belize 
announced thirteen local assem bUes and sixty-nine 
localities in a cable dated May 26, 1968. The Canadian 
cable announced the election of a Canadian Indian to 
the National Assembly and the first declaration in the 
District of Franklin. Many other concrete victories were 
announced in cables to the Universal House of Justice 
as well as pledges of renewed efforts to secure the 
goals. (From a Bulletin of June 3, 1968 from Haifa.) 

o 
Sao Roque, Brazil has a community of eleven womeri 

and one man who have visited, conversed with and 
presented The Proclamation at Bah<i'u'Udh to their 
mayor. the mayor of a neighboring city, the director of 
the local high school, the city judge, the president of 
the Rotary Club, the president of the Lion's Club and to 
the Spiritualist Center. They plan to present The Proc
lamation at Bah<i'u'Ucih to the same officials in three 
neighboring cities. 

o 
Baha'is in the Yukon Terri tory of Canada have dou

bled the number of local spiritual assemblies in their 
area. Last year they had two assemblies - one in 
Carcross and one in Whitehorse. This Rig van they have 
succeeded in establishing two more - one in Haines 
Junction and another in Whitehorse Flats. 
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Cameroon Convention Sparks Adive Discussion 

A most successful national convention this year unit
ed delegates from East and West Cameroon and 
brought a visitor from Fernando POQ Island. Forty-five 
delegates participated in active consultation, offering 
many recommendations. Moses Akombi reported on the 
Second International Convention in Haifa and on his 
visit to the Bah8.'i Holy Shrines in 'AkIta and on Mt. 
Carmel. The people of Mamfe Town were invited to a 
talk: given by Mrs. Janet Mughrabi on, "Baha'u'llah, 
the Prophet of God for Today." Mrs. Zora Banks also 
contributed to the question period. 

Year of Good Publicity 
The Baha'i Faith has received exceptional publicity 

in West Cameroon during the past year. coinciding with 
the beginning of Proclamation throughout the world. 
Early in 1967 the National Spiritual Assembly submit
ted special files' of informative literature to both the 
Cameroon Times. the major newspaper in West Came
roon and to Radio Cameroon, Buea, by special inter
view with the editor and director respectively. As a 
result the ,Cameroon Times, circulation of 2,500, pub
lished sixteen articles or news items between May, 1967 
and May, 1968, compriSing a total of 134 column inches 
and including four photographs. One article was in 
response to a letter to the editor which headed the 
letters page: "What is Baha'i?", giving the National 
Assembly an excellent opportunity to publish a three
quarter page outline of the Faith, its history, teachings 
and administration. 

Radio Cameroon, Buea, announced Bahit'i news 
items or activities at least five times during the year, 
including a twenty minute talk. given by the nationa] 
secretary in support of United Nations Day and a 

Newly elected Na«onal Spi.ritruaZ Anemblv of the B4hci"U of 
the Ca.meroon Republic. Front row, lett to right: AfT.. Jdnet 
Mught"abi (sect"etary), Moses Akombi (chaiT17UZft.)~ Mn. ZonI 
Ba.nks (vice-chairman)~ and Solomon Tanui. Standing: Samp.
son E. Fo-rchak. Simeon ATTaneke~ CaTI E''ftlHDClchuo~ .T4'1DC1d 
Mughrabi (tTe4!Ut"er) , Peter Arrev. 

twenty-two minute interview on jlRadio Newsreel" giv
en by Jenabe Caldwell during his visit to West Came
roon in March. These broadcasts were heard through~ 
out the country and surrounding territories and reports 
from many quarters tell of considerable rising interest 
in the Baha'; Faith and ready acceptance of the Teach
ings which have nOw become widely known through the 
publicity given in press and radio. 

1968 National Convention of the Bahd.'fs ot the Cameroon. Repubtic 
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Convention of North West Africa 

belegates, membh'.s of the N atwnal Spiritual Assembly of 
North Wert Africa 400 AuriUaTII Board member M. Kebda.ni 
at the annU4l convention in Rabat. Morocco April 27-2S~ 1968. 

News Briefs: 
The National Spiritual Assembly of Spain has an

nounced the recent purchase of 3,600 square meters of 
land for the erection of a National Summer School. The 
land is situated at about twenty-seven kilometers from 
the Mediterranean Sea and has a favorable summer 
and winter climate. so that the school can be used at 
any time for the continental summer schools by Euro
pean countries. 

o 

Proclamation activities in Sweden are beginning to 
"catch on" with press and radio, some of which was 
generated by World Religion Day events in Stockholm. 
In Vasteras, an excellent article written by a clergy
man for the county newspaper resulted in a successful 
fireside meeting, 

First Lapp in Finland Enrolled 
Hollola Commune, the first goal mlUlicipality to be 

opened to the Faith in Finland, recently enrolled Mr, 
Uula-Antti Laiti and Mrs. Satu-Sinikka Laiti, Mr. Laiti 
being the first Lapp in Finland to become a BaM'i. 
This historical event began two years ago when Satu
Sinikka's parents became believers, followed by herself 
and now her husband. Baha'is of Lahti are overjoyed 
to welcome these friends. 

Soci4l hour on lawn of Baha'i Center, Victoria, Seychelles 
1.dandG (Indian Ocean) on occasion ot Race Unity Day Sym.
posium. The program, featuTing pTesenta.tion.r by several 
BaM'is and a talk by guest speakeT DeTek B7'0wn of Inter
national. Vo!unteer SeTvice, included livelli audienc-e pCJ.T
ticipatlon. 
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Summer School in the Azores 

FiTst BaM'i Su.mmer School of Terceira blanda:. Azores, 
POTtu.gal. 

MembeTS of the local Spiritual Assembly of SabadeU, SpIlin 
on the occasion oj the marriage of two of ita memben on Ap1'il. 
14, MT. Candido FeneTa Tena. was married to Min Carmen. 
Sanchez Cuenca and the cou.ple ~jt shortly after to pioneer 
in the Ca1iGTY Islands. 
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Second Taiwan Convention a Happy Event 
i'This is one of the happiest days of my life." com

mented the convention chairman at the Second Annu~ 
Convention of the Baha'is of Taiwan, no doubt reflect
ing the joy of the entire Community. The convention, 
held May 18-19 at the Baha'i Center in Taipei, included 
ten delegates and two Auxiliary Board members, Mrs. 
Orpha Daugherty of Taiwan and Tat- Chee Leong of 
Malaysia. A special welcome was also given to Kit Yin 
Kiang, a young Chinese pioneer from Malaysia, who 
has served in many ways - as traveling teacher and as 
secretary for the community. His inde'fatigable service 
cannot help but be an inspiring example to the Baha'i 
youth of Taiwan in studying the Teachings, living the 
Baha'i life and teaching the Cause. 

Publications of the past year have included The 
Proclamation of BaM 'u'!l<ih; the Tablet of Tarazat; 
and Man One Family. Nine Year Goals achieved are: 
incorporation of the Spiritual Assembly of Tainan 
(based upon donated property for 'a Baha'i Center of 
Tainan); and the purchase of the endowment land. 

The Spirit of Teaching Spreads in Bunna 
Four new Baha'i Communities have been established 

in BUrma in recent months: Myaungmya, Bassein, 
Kangyidsung and South Okkalapa, with more than 170 
believers. Most of them had been prominent Buddhists 
and after hearing the teachings given by Auxiliary 
Board member U Ba Sein and members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly, became Baha'is. Those from the 
first three communities named have had many hours of 
teacher training in Rangoon and upon returning home 
began proclaiming and teaching the Faith of Baha'u'· 
liah in accordance with the teachings of former Proph
ets 'including Buddha. The spirit they diffused is gain
ing· momentum and the strength of these communities 
grows daily. 

uU Tin Nu and U Sein Maug have confirmed a 
prominent Buddhist monk in the Teachings of Baha'u'
llah. through their selfless efforts," the National Spiri
tual Assembly of Burma has reported. Many attended 
the National Convention. gaining valuable lessons to 
take back to the other believers. 

In Upper Burma. Baha'is of Layde and Payapyo are 
not only teaching the waiting people eager to hear the 
Message but are planning the construction of their own 
1;I"~irat~'I-Quds to be completed by next Rio;lviln. 

Loca:' Spiritual Assembly of Victoria, Seychelles Islands, who 
.spon.sored the first Race Unity Day observance on JUne' 9, 
fiUing the BaM', Hall to capacity wtth. interested gue.ds. 
Standing (left to right): A. Moustache; A. Rahma.n (secretary); 
W. HoaTea.u: and P. Padllachy. Seated (left to right): A. Gopu!, 
NT'''. H. Muua.Td (vice chainnan); G. Michaud; M'f'S. A. Rah-
man (tf'e4SUTer); and W. Prospn- (chairman). 
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The new N ationat Spiritual Assembly members elected on the 
ucond. day of the convention held May 18-19 at NatLoNd 
Bahcfi Center in Taipei, Taiwan consists' of: Seated, left to 
right: Mrs. M. Molin, MrS'. EHzabeth Yen (treasurer), Mn. R. 
Suleim.a.ni Standing: Kit Yin Kiang (secreta",,). John Huston, 
Yu Su.-Ho, S. A. Stdei.mani (chairman), Lin Yi-mou:, Wang 
Tseng-ming (vice chairman). 

Esslemont Boo. Wins Kasmiri Prose Award 
BahdJu'ltah and the New Era in the Kashmiri lan

guage has been selected as the best specimen of Kash
miri prose writing and a chapter from the book has 
been published in the Anthology of Kashmiri Prose by 
the State Academy of Arts, Culture and Languages. 
Thus this work by Dr. Esslemont praised by Shoghi 
Effendi in God Passes By as Hthat splendid, authorita
tive and comprehensive introduction to Baha'i history 
and teachings, penned by that purehearted .. , promot
er of the Faith" and commended by Queen Marie of 
Romania as a "glorious book of love and goodness, 
strength and beauty" continues to win laurels for the 
glory of the Faith of Bahit'u'llah. 

o 
A Baha'i pioneer, A. P. Kumaran, has been instru

mental through the grace of Bah;i'u'llah in confirming 
more than sixty Baha'is in His Cause. one of them an 
Ulema (religious leader) in the Laccadive Islands, 
India, a Nine Year Goal area opened under the Nation
al Assembly of India. 
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THE PROCLAMATION Of BAHA'U'LLAH 
Compiled by the Univers.1 House of Justice 

BOOK REVIEW BY ELEANOR S. HUTCHENS 

"Today there are new rulers and new people, It de
clared the Universal House of Justice in the introduc
tion to the first book published at the Baha', World 
Center, The Proclamation of Bahd'u'Udh. For the cen
tenary of Baha'u'l13.h's first message to the rulers of the 
world, a collection of His calls to humanity has been 
made available to proclaim His Coming: "He Who is 
the King of kings hath appeared, arrayed in His most 
wondrous glory t and is summoning you unto Himself, 
the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. Take heed lest 
pride deter you from recognizing the Source of Revela
tion." (PB 5,6) 

Tbe book, in deluxe edition, has been presented to 140 
of the new rulers. Now the Baha'is are charged with the 
duty of presenting it to the people, with the prayer, 
"Grant that all Tby people may be graciously aided to 
recognize Him Who is the Manifestation of Thine own 
Self." (P&M,136) A regular edition has been published 
in English, French, German, Italian, and Spanish, that 
readers of all those languages may be reached by 
Baha'u1llah1s divine guidance and love. 

C.II to Rulers and All Mankind 
For the first time the messages that had been avail· 

able in scattered· sources (Gleanings, The Promised 
Day Is Come, BaM'; World Faith, The Citadel of Faith, 
and Epistle to the Son of th_ Wolf) have been collected 
into one attractive volume. It contains an introduction 
by the Universal House of Justice quoting the Guard
ian's description of the World Order of Baha'u'llah, and 
selections from the Words of Baha'u'llah as He ad· 
dressed the Kings of the Earth collectively, individual 
monarchs ; Napoleon III, Cza r Alexander II, Queen 
Victoria, Kaiser Wilhelm I, Emperor Francis Joseph, 
Sultan 'Abdu'I.'Aziz, Nasiri'd·Din ~ah; the Rulers of 
America and the Presidents of the Republics thereof; 
the elected representatives of the people in every land; 
the leaders of religion, and specifically, Pope Pius IX; 
the clergy and people of various faiths; and all man
kind. 

To the whole world Bah,,'u'llah issued a mighty Call; 
"Verily I say. this is the Day in which mankind can 
behold the Face, and hear the Voice, of the Promised 
One. The Call of God hath been raised, and the light of 
His countenance hath been lifted up upon men." (PB 
111) "0 ye children of men! The fundamental purpose 
animating the Faith of God and His Religion is to 
safeguard the interests and promote the unity of the 
human race, and to foster the spirit of love and fellow
ship amongst men." (PB 112) "Immerse yourselves in 
the ocean of My words, that ye may unravel its secrets 
and discover all the pearls of wisdom that lie hid in its 
depths. Take heed that ye do not vacillate in your 
determination to embrace the truth of this Cause .... 
With faces beaming with joy, hasten ye unto Him. This 

is the changeless Faith of God, eternal in the past, 
eternal in the future." (PB 118-9) 

Wh.t Response? 
What should be the response to such a cail? Almost 

two thousand years after the advent of Christ, there 
are weeks of preparation each December, churches are 
decorated, candles are lit, processions are formed 
joyous songs are raised in praise and thanksgiving fo; 
the birth of Jesus, the Anointed One. With soul-search
ing, the sincere ones ask themselves whether, if they 
had lived in the Day of Christ, they would have been 
able to recognize Him, and they hope that their hearts 
might ha ve been pure enough. 

Dostoevski, the Russian novelist, had spiritual in
sight ·as to what might happen if Christ were to return 
to earth and walk once more among men. The Grand 
Inquisitor, charged with keeping heresy from the Span
ish medieval church might see Him raising a child 
from the dead as an act of mercy, have Him arrested 
and thrown into prison. In the night the prelate might 
visit his holy Prisoner. acknowledge His identity, and 
explain that even so, He would be executed next day. 
Christ would have no right to add to what He had said, 
to interfere with the ordering of the Church. 

When Baha'u'llah addressed the Kings of Christen
dom and called the priests, there was a great silence. 
He said, uo concourse of priests! Leave the hells, and 
come forth, then, from your churches. It behoveth you, 
in this day, to proclaim aloud the Most Great Name 
among the nations." (PB 94) But only a few, as yet 
have heard the calL Perhaps now, with the new procla
mation of the Words, there will be an awakening. 

The blindness of the followers of Muhammad was 
also apparent, although there were thousands who 
arose and gave their lives that the Cause of God might 
live. Prayer is to be so engrossing, so directed towards 
God that not even a cry of "Fire!" should interrupt the 
devout Muslim in his devotions, but if the word 
"Qa'im" is whispered, the Muslim should arise at once 
and go to seek Him. But when the Bab issued His 
Declaration, He was imprisoned, and within a few 
years, executed. His followers were hunted down and 
m<lrtyred. When Bah8'u'llah sent His Tablet to the 
SlJ,ili, the youthful Badi was killed for delivering the 
message. The clergy, both Shi'ih and Sunni strove to 
incite their followers against the Babis and Baha'is. 
Baha'u'IIa.h was a prisoner of the Shah and Sultan for 
the latter half of His life. Baha 'u 'llah warned, "Be
cause of you the Apostle (Muhammad) lamented, and 
the Chaste One (Fatimih) cried out, and the countries 
were laid waste, and darkness fell upon all regions. 0 
concourse of divines! Because of you the people were 
abased, and the banner of Islam was hauled down." 
(PB 104) 
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The response of the Kings of Europe was contemptu. 
ous silence, for the most part. The Promised Day Is 
Come is a good companion volume for Baha'is who 
study The Proclamation of BahuJu'tlah, for it traces the 
disastrous results to their dynasties and to the world 
which resulted from the heedlessness of those who 
received the Message of Bahci'u'llah. In centuries to 
come, none of the reputation of Napoleon III as mon
arch of a glittering capital and builder of empire will 
survive, only his rude reply to the Message of Baha'u'
!lah and his quick downfall, following a second letter: 
"Hadst thou been sincere in thy words, thou wouldst 
have nol cast behind thy back the Book of God, when 
it was sent unto thee by Him Who is the Almighty, the 
All-Wise .... For what thou hast done, thy kingdom 
shall be thrown into confusion, and thine empire shall 
pass from thine hands. (PB 20). 

Divine Call to Justice 
Today's leaders of the nations will find in The Procla.

ma.tion of Baha'u~Hah a call to hear the voice of their 
Lord, the Lord of all mankind. If they heed the words of 
those Messages, they will aclmowledge the mission of 
Baha'u'llah, consider themselves to be but vassals of 
the King of kings, watch over their subjects, judge 
between men with pure justice, choose their ministers 
with care and dismiss those who do not serve the 
people, arise to enforce the Joaw of God, put their tnlst 
.in God, deal with those who serve them with undeviat
ing justice so that none among them will either suffer 
want or be pampered with luxuries, fear the sighs of 
the poor, be generous, weigh their actions as ones 
standing in the Presence of God, take counsel together 
to discover what will profit mankind, acknowledge that 
Hthe mightiest instrument for the healing of all the 
world is the union of all its peoples in one universal 
Cause, one common Faith," resolve to root out what
ever is the SOurce of contention amongst them, gather 
together to lay the foundation of peace, combining to 
prevent any ruler from taking up arms against anoth-

Presentation in India 

AUGUST 1968 

er, and adopt a universal language. (PB 34, 47, 49, 50, 
51, 67, 114, 115.) 

In the introduction we read, "Baha'u'Ilah's message 
is one of hope, of love; of practical reconstruction. 
Today we reap the appalling results of our forbears' 
rejection of His divine call; but today there are new 
rulers, new people, who perchance may hear and avoid 
or mitigate the severity of impending catastrophe. It is 
with this hope and believing it to be its sacred duty, 
that the Universal House of Justice, the internationa1 
governing body of the Baha'i Faith, proclaims again, 
through publication of these sacred passages, the es
sence of that mighty call of a century ago." (PB Kiii
xiv) 

Presentation Piece for 
The Proclamation of Baha'u'llah 

Presented to 

in commemoration of the 

Centenary 

1867 -1967 
of the 

Proclamation of Bahii'u'lWt, 
Prophet.Founder of the BaM'i Faith, 

to the world's rulers and leaders 

calling them to establish 

iustice, unity and peace. 

(Avai.lable from Public Information Department) 

Left, above: Dr. Triguna Sen, Minister of Education of India. was presented with a copy of The Proclamation of Ba.h..a'u'llah 
on Mall 22 1968 by Auxi.liary Board member DT. Pe-rin Olivai. Dr. Tahi.."a Va;di and Dr. H. M. M1t1l';e. Dr. Sen showed an 
interest in' the t'eachings ot the Cause 4nd requested bookS' on the- subject so that the teachings could be incorporated in the 
cu.rriculu.m of the schools throughout India. Right. above: Mrs. Shirin Boman (ce~ter) and R . . B: Tri1)4thi PTe.~;nted the book .to 
Profenor V.K.R.V. Roo, MinisteT of Tran&POrt and Shi.pping. Professor Rao sa1.d he had v'ts'tted the Baha't Tempte in Wd
mette, knew thE fundamental tEachings of the Faith and had come in contact with Bahd'is in the U.S. and in Indta. On May 16, 
1968 the book was also pTesentEd to K. L. &0, Minister of Irrigation. and Power, who .showed keen interest in the Faith. 

T 
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The Faith is Proclaimed to U.S. Officials 
Believers in the United States continue to bring 

Baha'u'llah's message to Governors and Mayors by 
presenting The Proclamation of Baha'u J lI6h. Pictured 
are presentations in New Hampshire, California, Utah 
and New Jersey. Not shown is the presentation on May 
24 to Governor Dan K. Moore of North Carolina by a 
group of three believers: Andrew Allison, Robert Ber
ryhill and Cliff Ellingham. The Governor greeted the 
group cordially and indicated that he would read the 
book. 

The Mayor of MonrOVia, California received a copy of 
the book on the occasion of a city parade held May 18. 
The picture of the event. showing Mrs. Annie Bell 
Gholar, Foster Buckner and Georgene Cain with the 
Mayor was published in the local paper. The book was 
presented also to the Monrovia Public Library and the 
editor of the local paper. 

In SaU Lake DUll, Utah Dr. Jam Mahmoudi I'how.S' gift book to 
Governor Calvin L. Rampton while Mrs. Ruth Ba.Uey watches. 
Copies were given also to three other educatiottal and govern
ment o:Dicials of the city. 

Dr. Louis King pTesents book to Mayor Kelly of Ea.st Orange, 
New Jersey. Present also are John Babuska and Paul H. 
W:right believers of East Orange. The Mayor received the gift 
graciously and recalled speaKing at the home of a Ba.M'i 
.some years ago. 
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Mayo.,. Eileen FolE!\l of ParUmouth, New Hamp&hire receives 
book from Miss LiMa. Mar.shaU, accompgnied by MTi'. Al/Ted 
Reed and Hennin. Foreman. 

Mall 28 meeting of the City Council of Santa Monica., Co.H~ 
famia. is scene of presentation to MayO'T Herbert Spurgin, 
.shown a.t centln'. Citizens as weH as Council member.s WeTe 

present when the Mayor welcomed the BaJui.'is (Seymour Mal
kin. James Taylor, Caridad and WiUiam Crocker). Presenta..
tions in Santa Monica. were atso made in June to the CO',J,ncU 
of ChUTches .and to the Head Librarian of the Public Library. 
At the lu.ncheon meeting of the CouncH of Ch.urches thl!'f'e WIU 
opportunity fOT quediems about the Faith, a BaM'£ pilI-lie.,. was 
read, and one ministeT asked JOT a copy of Baha'i Prayers for 
his persona! uu . 
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Panel Discusses "Unity in Diversity" 
At the right is pictured a panel held June 19 at the 

Library Hall of Batavia, Illinois before an audience of 
about fifty. This photo with a detailed account of the 
meeting appeared in the local paper, The HeTald. 
Shown, left to right: Claudio Santos, president of the 
Latin American Club of Aurora who stressed the need 
for practical plans to help Spanish Americans who are 
eager to earn their own livelihood; Rabbi Hyman 
Ageess of Aurora who poioted out that the Judaic 
teachings established the Fatherhood of God. and the 
brotherhood of man; Williams Reynolds, vocational 
director of the Area Vocational Center who questioned 
the adequacy of present public school education to 
meet the needs 01 all; Mrs. Lois Goebel, Baha'i, who 
emphasized the remedy offered the world by Baha'u'
llah; Thomas Mair, attorney who discussed present 
anarchy and unrest; Robert Desatnick, Baha'i modera
tor. 

Proclamation Week in Illinois it Success 
Baha'i Proclamation Week in Decatur, Illinois proved 

so successful that the community plans another such 
event next year. All of the community of twelve Baha'is 
(nioe adults and three youth) participated and found to 
their joy that Baha'u'llah is ready to help those who 
arise to proclaim His Message. 

Baha'i Week - April 23-28 was officially proclaimed 
by the Mayor to whom a copy of The Proclamation of 
Baha'u'Udh was given at the public meeting which 
began the week. 

Preparation was thorough and induded: placing 500 
posters, mailing hundreds of invitations, putting up two 
window displays in prominent locations, offering Baha'i 
speakers to each of the five public high schools as well 
as to churches and service clubs, arranging for news
paper I radio and TV interviews. 

The response was good resulting in the use of Baha'i 
speakers at three high school meetings, three clubs, a 
church fellowship meeting and several gatherings at 
Millikin University. There were two interviews on TV 
and two Baha'i speakers participated in a radio "hot
lineH program involving telephone participation by the 
public. 

The speakers were: Col. Salvatore Pelle, Richard 
Betts, Barbara Kauppala and Eric Byrd, each stayiog 
at least two days during the week and speaking to a 
variety of groups. There was a youth conference at 
Millikin University at which Barbara Kauppala, a1um
na, and Eric Byrd spoke and led discussions. These 
young people also spoke at the Unitarian Fellowship 
meeting and a Frontiers International meeting. Eric 
Byrd addressed a Black Power meeting on Millikin 
campus. 

The end of the week found the believers tired but 
happy in the realization of their success. An added 
evidence of the power which assists those who arise to 
serve was the fact that the community was able to meet 
all bills without goiog into debt. 

-.--
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Faith Shown in Action 
Baha'is of Astoria and Clatsop County, Oregon found 

a way to demonstrate their faith by service when they 
volunteered to H adopt" a residence housing 100 girls of 
varied backgrounds - Spanish, Negro, Hawaiian and 
Caucasian - who are members of the local Job Corps 
and live in a Center near Astoria. The Baha'is go to the 
Center one evening a week to get acquainted and join 
in the activities of the girls - games, arts and crafts
and to give them monthly p~rties. The girls have been 
invited to the Baha'i homes for potlucks and evenings 
of fun. On the last day of RicJvan they were iovited to 
the Bahil'i Center for songfest and games. Close friend
ships have developed between the girls and the Baha'is 
and, after six months of loving fellowship, two are en
rolled io the Faith. 

o 
The Baha'is of Monrovia, California participated in 

the annual Monrovia Day Parade, May 18, with a Hoat 
which was viewed by some 35,000 people and won a 
trophy and prize. The float, designed and used in a 
former parade by the Baha'IS of Glendora, had as its 
theme "Many Colors - One Mankind" and carried the 
Baha'i quotation, "Ye are the flowers of one garden." It 
was decorated with bright colors and carried children 
and youth representing the many colors of mankind. 
Judging from comments of spectators since the parade 
this effort to briog the Faith to the public attention was 
well worth the hours of dedicated effort which was 
necessary to bring this about. 

o 
In Waukesha, Wisconsin the Baha'is held a three day 

seminar, April 12-14 on the subject of Love. Conducted 
by Dr. Hossain Danesh. Baha'i psychiatrist and profes
sor at the Chicago Medical School, it was a study in 
depth of all forms of love: self love; love for others; 
erotic love; distorted love; prejudiced love; and love as 
a cause of creation. Mrs. Michelle Danesh, Baha'i and 
former member of the National Ballet Company, assist
ed in presenting the themes with her interpretive dance 
program in the evening. 

This carefully planned and somewhat unusual type of 
institute attracted several hundred believers and 
friends from the area and it has resulted in a noticeable 
increase in attendance at firesides and renewed enthu
siasm since the sessions this Spring. 
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Local Spiritual Anembly of Bahd.'fs of Bellaire. Texas formed 
at Ri",t7tin 1968. Lett to right. :fTont: Thea MUler, Jr. (t1"e'48uTer), 
Robert Sparks (chainnan), J4Ck Keeling, Gail Costerline; rea"': 
Mil's Carol Clyde. MT$. Robert Sparks, Mrs. Barbara Casterline 

(secreta1'll), Mrs. Dorothea .Lacel/. William CaTteT. 

New Local Spiritual Assemblies 
in the United States 

First Local Spiritu(d ABSemblv 01 Bohd'£S of Salina, Kamas, 
formed at R"4ivdn 1968. Lett to right, rear: John Crook, Mike 
Hagen. Mrs. Lupe Hagen, F,.ed Cairns, Mn. Brenda Hicks; 
front: Mn. Sharon BiUings. Richard Hicks. Parvfz Ighani. M.,s. 

Shigeko Bozzi! •. 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of Bahd'is 01 Cobb County, 
Georgia fonned at Ridvan 1968. Left to right, front: Mrs. 
Naomi Yocom, Mrs, Grace Kay, Mrs. Elaine EHeT3. Mrs. Taube 
Sla.te; ,.ear: Melvin Slate, Howard Snider, John ¥oco7n, Ben 

Wril. Tne other member, Mrs. Fay WeU is not snown. 
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LocaZ Spiritual Assembly of St. Joseph, Michigan elected April 
21, 1968. Left to righ.t, jTont: MrS'. CaToZ Hanely (t-reasurer), 
Mrs, Lau1'a Kramer, Mrs. Lillian Davis (.secretary), MTJr. Eliza
beth FUstru.p; TeaT: Adrian Davis (chairman). Mrs, Maxine 
KimmeTlll, MisS' Alice Moulds, Mrs, Catharine Moulds, Edward 

FiWrup. 

Local Spirit'lWI AS81!!mbfll ot Olympia. Wash.ington formed 
April 21, 1968. Left to right, front: Darlene Engle, G4!,1le Ames, 
Linda PieHck, HonnaT.ore- RusseH; Tea.r: Jean PteHck, walter 
Pie-lick, Betty Misner, Harry Sheafe, Ba.nner LawTence. 
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Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is of Novato~ CaUforn.ia. at time 
at incorporation. in Aprit 1968. Left to right, TeaT: Ed1l4 Thomp
.ron, Lula. Giddings, Pauline Pau.l, KaTen Forster, Betty ShuTt
leff. Sue Greer; front: Harry Thompron, Phoebe Baba, Fred 
Babo. 

Incorporated Local Spiritual 
Assemblies in the United States 

Spiritual ASRmblll of the Bahci'u of Topeka., Kansas at time of 
4ncorpomtion April S, 1968. Left to right, seated: MTS, Fern 
Howard, Mrs. May Brown, Mrs. Cora Schmte. Mrs. Genay 
Newby; standing: GaT'll LaTSOn.. Donald Newby. Mrs. Ru,£h Ash
worth, Ronald Crutchfield. Paul Brown. 

AUGUST 1968 

Spiritual Assembly of Escondido, California. at time of incor
poratiOn Janua1'!J 29,1968. Lett to right, /ront: Mrs. Lula. Vr:nDte-r. 
Miss A!ice Clemmer, Mrs. Grayell!' Smith (CON"esponciing secre
taTY), Bunnie Harper, Jr. (recording secretary); TeaT: Louis 
Masca.U (vice chainnan) , WiUiam Wing (treasuTeT). Lute-.. 

VawteT. Jacques Smith. Eugene Hicks (chairman). 

A Baha'i Displa V in Florida 

Bahd" display in Sarasota County a.t the local Garden Club, 
held as an open house on a Sundey in April. 

BARA'! NEWS is published for Circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the United Stat~, as a news 
organ reporting current activities of the Baha'i world commtmity. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an aRrRWllly appointed Editorial Committee; Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee, Managing Editor: Mrs. Eunice 
Braun, International Editor; Miss Charlotte Linfoot, National Spiritual AssemblY Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee: 

Material must be received by the twenty-fifth of the second month preceding date of issue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 80091, U.S.A. 

Change at address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 60091. 
Changes received by tbe 15th of the month will take effect in the next month's mailing, 
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The Universal House of Justice 

Announces Passing of Hand of the Cause Hermann Grossmann 

DEEPLY REGRET ANNOUNCE PASSING HAND CAUSE 

HERMANN GROSSMANN. GREATLY ADMIRED BELOVED 

GUARDIAN HIS GRIEVOUS LOSS DEPRIVES COMPANY 

HANDS CAUSE OUTSTANDING COLLABORATOR AND BA· 

HA'I WORLD COMMUNITY STAUNCH DEFENDER PROMOT· 

ER FAITH. HIS COURAGEOUS LOYALTY DURING CHAL

LENGING YEARS TESTS PERSECUTIONS GERMANY OUT

STANDING SERVICES SOUTH AMERICA IMMORTALIZED 

ANNALS FAITH. INVITE ALL NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEM

BLIES HOLD MEMORIAL GATHERINGS BEFITTING HIS 

EXALTED RANK EXEMPLARY SERVICES. REQUEST THOSE 

RESPONSIBLE MOTHER TEMPLES ARRANGE SERVICES 

AUDITORIUM. 
-THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

July 9, 1968 

S EPTEMIER 1968 
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Dr. Hermann Grossmann was born on February 16. 
1899 in Rosario de Santa Fe, Argentina. At the age of 
nine he, with his family, moved to Germany. When 17 
years old he served in World War I. returning in 1918 
disappointed and despairing. In July 1920 he met Mr. 
and Mrs. Harlan Ober from the United States, who 
were visiting in Leipzig. The Obers had come to that 
town because 'Abdu'l-Baha had asked them to go there 
and give a public talk, despite the fact that there were 
no Baha'is at the time in that city_ Dr. Grossmann 
accepted the Faith of Baha'u'll.ih immediately and 
with all his heart and wrote to the Master expressing 
his wish to serve the Cause of God. In reply 'Abdu'l
Bah;; sent him a wonderful Tahlet which the beloved 
Guardian later said was very precious and significant 
since in this 'Abdu'l-Baha made it clear that when 
becoming a Baha'i Dr. Grossmann had torn asunder 
the veils and had seen the Beauty of the Sun of Reality. 

->--

SE'TEloI8ER 1968 

In the following years Dr. Grossmann was active in 
promo~ion of Esperanto, publishing a monthly Baha'i 
magazme uLa Nova Tago" in that language. He was 
also active in Baha'i child education work in Germany 
publishing many pamphlets and lessons as well as a~ 
illustrated magazine "Das Rosengartlein" (The Little 
Rose Garden). In addition to this he served as a 
member of the National Spiritual Assembly of Ger~ 
many making many contributions to the establishment 
of this important Baba'i institution on a firm basis. 

Dr. Grossmann's first visit to the Guardian in 1937 
brought strength and renewed determination to work 
for the Faith which helped him face the terrible experi
ence of the persecutions and prohibitions of the Second 
World War. 

Appointed Hand of the Cause of God in 1951 Dr. 
Grossmann made several visits to the British Isles, the 
islands in the North a s well as most of the European 
countries. in May 1957 he visited the beloved Guardian 
for the second time. inspired by the indefatigable work 
of the Guardian for the spreading and ultimate glory of 
the Faith and filled with love and admiration for Shoghi 
Effendi Dr. Grossmann visited South America four 
times. Here he became a special friend of the Indians 
whom he dearly loved. Despite serious illness which 
struck in 1963 and was with him until the end of his life 
this dedicated Hand of the Cause of God had constant 
and active concern for the progress of the Faith, 
keeping in close touch with its activities and praying 
for its triumph. He passed away on July 7, 1968 leaving 
unforgettable memories of his great and unique ser
vices to the Cause of God. 

Tablet to Dr. Grossmann 
To his honor. Mr. Hermann Grossmann, unto him be 
the glory of God, the Most Glorious. He is God. 
o thou who hast been directed by the Light of Guidance! 

Thy letter has been received. It indicated the turning 
of thine attention to the Kingdom of Abha. Offer thanks
giving unto God that thou, having torn asunder the 
veils and having seen the Beauty of the Sun of Reality, 
art now walking on the Path of the Kingdom! Thou 
shouldst be eternally obliged and grateful to those souls 
who were the cause of guidance to thee~ for they 
bestowed upon thee heavenly life and led thee to the 
realm of Light. 

December 9, 1920 

Unto thee be the Glory of Abhil 
(signed) 'Abdu'l-Baha Abbas 

The funeral of Dr. Hermann Grossmann, Hand of the Cause of God 

"0 my Lord! I myself and all created things bear 
witness unto Thy might and I pray Thee not to 

tum away from Thyself this spirit that hath ascended 
unto Thee, unto Thy heavenly place, Thine exalted 
Paradise and Thy retreats of nearness." 

-Baha'u'llilh 
These were some of the words with which a large 

gathering of over one hundred. friends took leave from 
Dr. Hermann Grossmann on 10 July 1968 up on the 
SWll-it slopes of the cemetery of Neckargemlind facing 
the beautiful and peaceful Neckar valley. 

It was a day of concealed power, of mysterious 
greatness, not a day of sadness, no, more so a day of 
fulfillment, a day of serious joy strengthened by a firm 

and deep Faith into the immortality of the human soul. 
rt was a day of peace and of love, a day of mutual 
attraction and compassion beyond the reach of words. 
All of us experienced the pain of personal loss, yet also 
the joy and the Mercy of new detachment and freedom, 
of a high and imperishable station now eternally safe. 

As the children, his loved ones and his closest friends, 
one by one placed their gift of flowers into the open 
earth where he was laid to rest, it was an act of 
symbolic beauty, graciousness and love, a gesture of 
certitude, of deepest reverence and also thanks. 

Not long before, in the small chapel below on the hill, 
music had surrounded the prayers read by friends and 
words of departure spoken by Hand of the Cause Dr. 

T 
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Adelbert Muhlschlegel and Auxiliary Board Member 
Dr. Eugen Schmidt. Flowers in abundance were there 
reflecting in many a tear. 

Now up on the slope the soul seemed free from all 
suffering and it was as if the heart of him would beat 
once more whose entire life was dedicated to the 
establishment of the Faith of God in the heart of 
Europe, in Latin America and in the whole of mankind. 
He truly was the Establisher of the Faith in these lands, 
a great educator, a scholar and a true brother. As We 
looked upon the roses, the snow-white lilies in their 
prayerlike beauty, upon the crimson-red of the carna-

The Continental Board of Counsellors 
The Continental Board of Counsellors for the 

Protection and Propagation of the BaM'j Faith 
in North America announces the ioHawing ad
dresses: 

Conespondence: 
c/o Mrs. Florence V. Mayberry, P.O. Box 369, 
Santa Paula, California 9306D 

Contributions, for support of the work of the 
Institution of the Hands of the Cause in North 
America - make check or draft payable to 
"Continental Baha'i Fund for North America": 
Continental Baha'j Fund for North America, 112 
Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091 

-LLoYD G. GARDNER, FLORENCE V. MAYBERRY, 

EDNA M. TRUE, Trustee 

~ ............ -.-
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hons and the last gifts of the Baha'i institutions, includ. 
ing that of the Universal House of Justice, we realized 
that our beloved Hand of the Cause was now freed to 
exercise his influence as never before and in a way 
more powerful than all the perishable things of this 
world. 

The Passing of Lutfu'llah Hak(m 
• • 

The following cablegram was received by the United 
States National Spiritual Assembly from The Universal 
House of Justice: 

FOLLOWING CABLE SENT· NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AS
SEMBLY PERSIA "GRIEVE ANNOUNCE PASSING LUT
FULLAR HAKIM DEDICATED SERVANT CAUSE GOD. 
SPECIAL MISSIONS ENTRUSTED HIM FULL CONFI
DENCE REPOSED IN HIM BY MASTER AND GUARDIAN 
HIS CLOSE ASSOCIATION WITH RARELy DISTIN
GUISHED BELIEVERS EAST WEST INCLUDING HIS 
COLLABORATION ESSLEMONT HIS SERVICES PERSIA 
BRITISH ISLES HOLY LAND HIS MEMBERSHIP AP
POINTED AND ELECTED INTERNATIONAL BAHA'I 
COUNCIL HIS ELECTION UNIVERSAL HOUSE JUSTICE 
WILL ALWAYS BE REMEMBERED IMMORTAL ANNALS 
FAITH BARA V·LLAH. INFORM BELIEVERS HOLD BE
FITTING MEMORIAL MEETINGS ALL CENTERS. CONVEY 
ALL MEMBERS HIS FAMILY EXPRESSIONS LOVING 
SYMPATHY ASSURANCE PRAYERS PROGRESS HIS 
RADIANT SOUL ABHA KINGDOM." REQUEST HOLD 
MEMORIAL GATHERING MOTHER TEMPLE WEST. 

-UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

Dr. Hakim passed away Saturday, August 10, 1968. 

The Proclamation oj the Cause oj God was notably advanced in Surinam and Guiana, tlllO 

.man countries on the northern coast oj the Latin American continent, on the occasion oj the 
visit oj Hand oj the Cause oj God 'Amatu'l-Baha RiilJiyyih Khanum in early February, 1968. 
Though belatedly received, Baha'i News editors wish to share these interesting photos with the 
Baha"u, around the world as the Faith oj Balui'u'llah reaches forward to all strata oj human society. 
In addition to the pictured events, there were meetings with Baha'is only, press and radio inter
views, vu.it. to an Indian museum owned by a newspaper publisher and many other appointments. 
Ajter departing jrom GuUma, RiilJiyyih Khanum had an intense and jruitjul fijteen-minute inter
view with news media in TrinitUuJ during a briej airport .top. 

Presentation. of the book The Proclamation of BaM.'u'llah, by 
Ruh.iyyih. 1Qtdnum to Governor H. de Vries of Surinam, who 
graciously re'ceit.'ed the Baha'i delegation and invited his guest 
of OOnOT to make a retuTn visit to his country. 
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250 students at Shri Vishnu- High School heard R1lbilllrih 
Khdnum speak at Paramaribo, Surinam. Here she \8 satltng 
fa.reweU to her audience with a traditional Hindu gesture. Hart 
FTiedfand, a pioneer from the early day., of the Ten YeaT 
Crusade, introduced her to the principal and many teache-rs of 
the school. As she departed, the entiTe classroom aTOSe in a 
pt'ofound gesture of courte.sv. 

Signing the guest book faT the Lo-rd Mayor of 
Georgetown, Mr. A. Codrington, with whom 
Ruhill1lih Khdnum h.ad a Hvel1l conversation. 

A visit to Guiana Institute for the Blind in Georgetown 
wi.th Mrs. Eileen HiH (rigM), a Ba.M'{ teacher at the in
stitute. One oj thoe first blind BaM'is from this institute 
to embrace the BaM'i Faith, Sonny Griffith, now makes 
aU arrangements /01' radio and press publicity for the 
Faith. 

-- ......... ,-

SEI'TEMBER 1968 

Deputy Prime-Minister and Mi.nister of W'elfaT4!', 
Mr. Kraag, in- Surinam, bidding farewell to his 
distinguished g1.U!·,gt, and inviting her to return 
aQain. 

Visit of Rtil1ill1lih KMnum to Guiana's GovernOT-General. 
SiT David Rose, accompanted btl Mrs. Chute and Mn. 
Daisy Hahnjeld, chairman of the Local Bahti'i AssemMv 
of Georgetown, British Guiana.. Sh.e WQ.S' al!o greeted in 
Guiana by the Deputv Prime Minister Mr. Bissember, 
who made many relevant inquriries and comments" em "the 
Baha'i teachings. 

After a public talk at the City Han of Georgetoum., 
RUQ.iyyih KMnum visits with MTS, Evelyn John, wtle 
of Gu.iana's Minister of Home Affairs. Mrs. John had 
opened the m.eeting with a. rendition of '"From the 
Sweet-Scented StTeams." HenTY Dolfin of the Guia1'l4 
Baha'i CommunitJI appears at left The ta.!k itself tDlI1S' a 
high point of PToclamation for Guiana, 180 people coming 
by invitations 0/ Sir David Rose. Goventor-General. 
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Panama Temple Site Prepared 

The accompanying photos illustrate the cutting down 
of the Temple site in Panama to give an area large 
enough for the Latin American Temple. The mountain 
was lowered thirty-six feet. In order to level the last 
twelve feet, 400 holes twelve feet deep were drilled and 
filled with dynamite. There is now a solid rock founda
tion. 

The extra earth from the site was utilized to build up 
a parking area which will accommodate fifty cars. In 
one spot the ground was raised as much as seventy 
feet. This parking area will be nine feet below the 
Temple level so that cars carmat be seen from the 
Temple and will also be separated by the gardens. 

Lowering the site does not alter the fantastic view
it can all be seen just as before. This work is progress
ing and was scheduled for completion by July 1, 1968. 

Structural engineers have been engaged in London to 
work with Mr. Tillotson and they have a representative 
in Panama with whom the Temple Committee is work
ing. Research is being done on availability of materials 
and indications are construction will begin on schedule 
January 1, 1969, 

Filling up the 400 holes drilled tOT pfacement 0/ dyna.mi.te. 

Nationat SpiritttaJ Assembly of the Baha'is of Panama for 1968-
'69. Seated, left to right: Mrs. Raquel de Co:nstante, MT$'. Leota 
Lockman and Mrs. Alicia Coulson. Standing: James Facey, 
HaTTf,l Haye~ Alan Pringle. Fred Berest, Arthur Krummen and 
Kew. Franci.Ko. 

Cutting down the Temple site to make a Wlrue enough area jor 
the Temple. 

Left of pictuTe $'howS' the parking area beinu constructed to 
accommodate fifty caTS'. 

Spreading out earth trom top of Temple rite to make a 14l'ger 
area. 

1968 Nationa.l Convention in the Republic of Panama. 

T 
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Italian Cities Stirred bv Teachers' Visits 
Hand of the Cause of God Revisits Sardinia 

Hand of the Cause Dr. Giacherll at the pu.b ~ic conference at 
the FieTa ae~ MediteM"aneo June 4, 1968. Seated is Mr. F. 
Tal7Ziavia, chaiTfna:n. of the PaleTmo Local Spiritual Assembl!J. 

Above: Hand 01 the Cause Dr. Ugo Giacherll at a meeting in 
Ca.gUari. Sardinia MaV 29. 1965. 

Conference in Rome May 25, 1968. Standing: M1'S. Boerio, se'cre R 

tory oj the Italian National Spirituat Assembly, introducing 
apeakeT!" Professor Ba:usani and Professor Rosapepe. 

The Faith is beginning to blossom like a rose in 
Sardinia, opening slowly until it reveals its full beauty, 
Each victory. no matter how small. is the cause of 
great exaltation in a land known for its reluctance to 
accept anything new. In April,l966, the first declaration 
on the Island was made by Signora Livia Pargentino. 
In November, 1967, her daughter Stella became a 
declared Baha'i youth. In May, 1968, a new dec1aration 
was made by Dr. Cesare Giordano, a young Sicilian 
man who is currently studying and working in Sar. 
dinia. 

Evidence of constant and increasing activity is the 
fact that a total of nineteen visitors and traveling 
teachers were attracted to Sardinia during the Baha'i 
year 124. They came from the Italian mainland, from 
England, the U.S.A., Corsica, Sicily and Ischia. Shoghi 
Effendi strongly encouraged the friends to visit the 
Islands and obedience to this wish is helping to bring 
fruitful results. 

The most eventful visit was from Hand of the Cause 
of God Dr. Ugo Giachery and his wife who, from the 
inception of the Ten Year Crusade in 1953 to the time of 
their departure from Italy in January. 1964, made 
frequent visits to the Island; therefore, their three-day 
visit May 27--30, 1968, was of historic importance. The 
Baha'is of Cagliari rejoiced in the warmth of their 
honored guests, drawing inspiration from their accounts 
of the progress of the Faith in the many countries they 
have visited in the past year. Two meetings were held 
with visiting guests. A journalist from a local paper 
covered the weekly fireside at which Dr. Giachery 
spoke. 

Palermo Meeting Generates Lively Discussion 
Dr. Ugo Giachery visited the community of Palermo 

for a week on June 1, meeting with Baha'is and their 
friends at a fireside where he spoke of his visits to 
many Baha'i communities of the world. The highlight 
of his visit was a public conference held at the Fiera 
del Mediterraneo at which he spoke on "solutions to the 
world's problems in the light of the Baha'i Faith." The 
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event was publicized by the local radio. A bookstand at 
the entrance of the conference hall helped to attract a 
large crowd of a high social and cultural level. A lively 
discussion followed the talk. 

300 Peopl. Attend Public Conference in Rome 
At the closing of the National Convention in Rome, 

May 25, a public conference attracted 300 people to a 
large hall given to the Baha'is for this occasion by the 
Italian SOciety for International Organization. The 
speakers were Prof. Rosapepe, a non-Baha'i lawyer 
well known for his studies on religiOus minorities, and 
Prof. Bausani of the Universities of Rome and Naples 
and chairman of the newly elected National Spiritual 
Assembly. Professor Rosapepe spoke on the necessity 
of a simple and wholesome religious Faith that would 
unite the world at present so torn by many contrasting 
ideologies. Mr. Bausani emphasized that the Baha'i 
Faith, with its Universal House of Justice, an elected 
body, as its head, is the solution to the problems of 
today. Its followers, coming from different religious 
backgrounds, have recognized in Baha'u'Uah the 
source of the new energy which will inspire the unity in 
the world prophecied by all religions of the past. 
Interesting questions were raised by the attendants at 
the close of the conference. 

Spanish Youdt Hold First Teacher Training School 
During the week of April 8-16, 1968 the Spanish Baha'i 

youth, in cooperation with the Spanish National Youth 
Committee. held the first school for youth teachers in 
Madrid. The school program had two objectives: (1) to 
prep are Baha'i tea chers to teach the Cause of Baha' u'
Ilah in these days when humanity is infected with 
materialism and (2) for youth to become better ac-

Proclamation Film Project 
In 1967 the U.S. National Spiritual Assembly ad

dressed itself to serious use of the mass media for 
proclamation. realizing that the great routes of access 
to the American public now lie primarily in radio, 
motion pictures, television, and the press. Therefore, 
when the opportunity arose to commission a documen· 
tary film on the worldwide growth of the Baha'i Faith, 
at a minimal cost but with maximum quality, the 
National Spiritual Assembly was quick to seize the 
initiative. 

Mr. George C. Stoney is a famolls documentary film
maker known everywhere for his social statements on 
film. He is an erstwhile winner of aU the important film 
awards, a teacher of motion picture production, and the 
writer-director-producer of a hWldred-odd motion pic
tures on varied social and medical topics. From his 
guest professorship at Stanford University in 1966-67 he 
proceeded to an 8-month around-the-world graduate 
student project called the International Honors Pro
gram. One central experience of the project was the 
making of a film on the Bahit'i Faith in Israel, India, 
Japan and the United States. Stoney and his camera
man William Godsey, with the aid of the World Center 
staff, the National Spiritual Assemblies of India, North 
East Asia, and the United States, h<>ped to catch the 
reality and the potency of mass conversion in India, the 

~-, ,.-......... -

7 

quainted with one another. 
Subjects dealt with were: "Prophecies Concerning 

the New Revelation,'J by Mr. R. Foroughi, of Granada, 
who demonstrated that the Baha'i Revelation is the one 
promised by all former Revelations. Progressive reve
lation, the coming of the Prophets, the need for reli
gion, based on the Holy Scriptures, and proofs by which 
a Prophet can be recognized were also discussed in 
depth. Me. Forghani taught the attendants new ways to 
present the teachings and unfold the principles of the 
Faith. 

Charles loas gave specially prepared courses, 
through audiovisual means, on how to teach, methods 
for public talks and the qualities that a speaker should 
develop. At the end of his course he emphasized the 
importance of the administration and its divine origin. 
A question period revealed that the students deepened 
their knowledge in this sphere. 

Mr. Mehrabkhani, of Valencia, gave, in seven ses. 
sions, a logical and scientific demonstration of the 
existence of God and the need for religion and progres. 
sive revelation in order to guide that portion of society 
today which denies the existence of God. 

Mrs. Charles loas and Mrs. Jimenez created a pleas. 
ant atmosphere in the Baha'i Center of Madrid where 
meals and refreshments were served during recess 
periods. Every day four youth took charge of cleaning 
the center, serving meals and washing up in the 
kitchen. 

Recreation sessions were pleasant. On Friday night 
the youth of Madrid gave a dramatic presentation on 
"firmness," representing the life 01 Badi. 

Communities sending representatives to the school 
were: Barcelona, Cartegena, Granada, Madrid, Mur
cia, Seville and Tarrasa. 

meaning of pioneering as seen in Japan among the 
Ainu, the cultural breadth of the Faith as seen in 
America, and the spiritual impact -of pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land. Slide series were to be produced for special 
teaching purposes, Language versions were anticipated 
in Japanese and Hindi, and perhaps in French and 
Spanish. Special shorts were to be edited for Japan, for 
India, for the United States, and possibly for the Holy 
Land. Spread over two years, this world-wide coopera
tive project will cost the National Fund some $40,000, 
plus later costs of the several versions which can be 
developed from the basic film materials. 

Already the beauty of the World Center, in its setting 
of the embattled Holy Land of Jews, Arabs, Christians 
and Baha'is, has been apparent. The appeal of Bag. 
chini village (India) jumping into the 21st Century in a 
great Baha'i leap, the pattern of lonely Persian pioneer 
Tehrani developing a warm new life among the Ainu in 
Sapporo, Hokkaido; and the exuberance and action 
orientation of the American Baha'is - all have begun 
to take visual form in what may well be the great 
Baha'i tool of proclamation for 1969 and 1970. The film 
will be an instrument which, seen principally on televi
sion screens everywhere, but also as a film in a 
thousand-thousand Baha'i meetings, will create unprec
edented interest in the new religious force of our time. 
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BGhd.'f Youth,. School, U;;ain. India, June 1-10, 1968, largely or"anized by the youth JOT deepening their knowledge of the Fa.ith. 
Hand of the Ca.use of God, D1'. R. MuM;!.,., is shown third row center with manti other teacher. and helper!' a.t the school 

Youth of India Organize Summer School at Ujjain 
Over one hundred youth from all over India, includ

ing that of the newly enrolled Gaddi tribe of Himachal 
Pradesh. gathered to deepen their knowledge of the 
Faith in the beautiful ~a~iratu'l-Quds of Viiain from 
June 1-10, 1968. 

The summer school? organized by the National Youth 
Committee in consultation with the Local Spiritual 
Assembly of Viiain, was inaugurated by the beloved 
Hand of the Cause of God Dr. R. Muhajir. Throughout 
the sessions he so inspired the participants that many 
youth offered their services in the field of teaching and 
specially to give the Message to tribal people. 

Other classes were given by learned teachers on 
many aspects of the Faith. 

Recreation included a picnic to Kaliadeh Palace, a 
famous resort. . 

The summer school received good publicity and a 
number of people from the city of Ujjain came inquir
ing about the Faith. Some write-ups were also pub
lished in the local press. 

Fiord childTen-Js camp 4t GwalioT, India, held June ZO-25, 1968. 

First Children's Camp Held at Gwalior, India 
In spite -of many difficulties approximately twenty

five children were brought by a few teachers from the 
villages of the Gwalior area to the first children's 
camp, held June 2()'25, 1968, in the palatial building of 
the Teaching 1nstitue of Gwalior. The children were 
taught Baha'i prayers, a short history of the Faith, 
stories from The Dawn-Breakers, teachings on Baha'i 
morals and character, and Baha'i songs. 

During the recess periods the children, of their own 
initiative, attended a youth class simultaneously con
ducted in another hall of the building where more than 
thirty boys were being deepened in their knowledge of 
the Faith. 

Children from seven to twelve years of age listened 
attentively and answered questions. At the end of the 
session every child knew some of the Baha'i prayers 
and the history and teachings of the Faith. 

This happy experience has encouraged the Area 
Teaching Committee of GwaJior to hold similar camps 
in the future. 

Second Annuat convention of the Gilbert and Emce Islands 
held in May, 1968 at Tar4wa. 
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New Teaching Wave Sweeps Mauritius 
A wave of enthusiasm has struck the friends in the 

Island of Mauritius during the past weeks. Mr. and Mrs. 
Aziz Navidi, traveling teachers from Monaco, played a 
significant part in the victories won. These two dedi
cated friends have been in the field nearly every day, 
inspiring the friends and teaching new contacts. During 
one fortnight seventy-five new believers were regis
tered and eight new local assemblies were elected at 
RiQ.van. 

Mr. and Mrs. Navidi paid a visit to the Mayor of 
Quartre-Bomes, who offered the Baha'is, free of 
charge, a suitable place in the Municipality for holding 
a Baha'i exhibition. The Mayor officially opened the 
exhibition on May 2, 1968 and addressed the sixty 
assembled guests, among whom were the Minister of 
Information and Broadcasting~ members of the Legisla
tive Assembly and the Mayor of the neighboring town 

Thailand 

Delegates at the Baha'i Convention ifi Thailand Mil'Ll 25-26. 
HIIiI. 

Hawaii 

National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd'is of Hawaiian Islands 
elected lor 1968-69. Left to Tight, fTont: Mn. FloTence KeHey, 
Dr. Richa.rd Ba.umctn, Miss Elena Marsel14, Benedict Ayala, 
Mn:. Elizabeth HDninger; reaT: William Foster. Hugh. Ch.ap
man, lames Wada. Dr. Claude CaveT. 

, 
of Vacoas. The Mayor of Quarhe-Bornes spoke of the 
basic principles of the Baha'i Faith, and, concerning 
Baha 'u'llilh, said, "He came as a prophet ... to the 
soul-starved children of humanity." He concluded his 
address by saying, "May the blessings of Baha 'u'llah 
be on us an and may we in Mauritius nestle in the light 
of His divine radiance. favor and intercession .... " 
The Mayor of Vacoas was so impressed by the exhibi
tion that he asked that it also be held in his township, 

Mr. and Mrs. Navidi were interviewed on radio. A 
short television film of the inauguration of the exhibit 
was made and shown on the local television network. 
An article with a photograph of the Kampala Temple 
appeared in a newspaper, 

On May 6 the exhibition was transferred to Rose-Hill 
and e~tablished in a centrally located place indicated 
by the Mayor of that to'WIl. There was a constant flow of 
visitors with a few declarations. Requests are being 
received to show the exhibition in many other localities. 

National Spiritual Assembl1l of the Baha.'is' 01 Thati4nd JOT 

1968-'69. Seated, left to right: Sane Chinkom, MTs. Shirin Foz
daT Sawai Thongsoot. Standi.ng: Miss Dhanya AnapapitT'd, 
Thi~p Patoomchat. Mrs. Pa:rva.ti. FOZda.T, Mr. Sangiam. Lelt 
inset: Sawaeng Thongsoot. Right i.nset: Sanlla Polpra.rid. 

Honduras 

New Nattonal Spiritual Assembttt oj the BaM'is of Honduras. 
Seated. lett to righ.t: Alice SinclaiT (001". $eC~lI.), Olinda SieTTa 
(Tee. sec'y.), Grace Dean~ Lidia de Varela. Standing: Ca.rlos 
Vasquez (t7'easuTU) , Dale Si.nclair (chai.rman), Thomas 
B1'ent, Luis Bauche (vice cooirman), Rene Sanchez. 
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.La.min, Gambia BaM'" Community, with. seven. of the Local 
Spiritual Assembly members, tmveling teacneT M. Mornen 
from Britain, and child"en. 

B4th.urst. Gambia BaM'i Community. Left to right: Ada-rna 
Cham. M. A. D;alali (Persian pioneer from Morocco). Moham
madou San1lang, Maojan Mamen, Kebba Dampha. All are mem
ber.! of the Local Assembly except M. Momen, a pioneer youth 
['rom England. 

Bondali, Gambia BaM'i Community. a new vWage, opened 
with their first Local Spiritual Assemb!lI. established this year. 

SEPTEMBER 1968 

West Africa Teaching Surges Forward 

From West Africa encouraging reports are corning of 
new assemblies formed, new villages opened, extension 
teaching developing, with plans for much greater ex
pansion in the future. All of this is the result of 
dedicated work on the part of pioneers, traveling teach
ers, and the 10cal believers of these communities who 
have deepened their understanding and who are them
selves realizing their own potential to teach the Faith of 
Baha'u'Uah. Gambia, Senegal, Mali, the borders of 
Guinea, Portuguese Guinea and the Ivory Coast - all 
are feeling the stirrings of the spirit of the Faith of 
Baha'u'lUlh as it penetrates deeper into the souls of all 
people . 

Gambia now has sixteen Baha'i Communities with 
five Local Spiritual Assemblies: Serekunda (main
tained since the Ten-Year Crusade); Bathurst; Lamin; 
Bondali and Nibrass Village, way up the Gambia River 
near Senegal. 

"What a problem we have herel" writes a pioneer 
Oliver Reimann, "We have absolutely no way of com
municating with many of these dear, waiting souls who 
indicate that most of the surrounding viUages will 
almost 'enter in troops' with the visit of a traveling 
teacher or pioneer. There are no English-speaking 
Baha'is here. We are trying to do two things: (1) get 
Bondali schOOl teachers to translate all letters in Man
dingo, the native tribal tongue; (2) find someone to 
transcribe into Arabic in English alphabet characters. 
Isn't this a wonderful problem?n 

The indigenous Baha'is in both Gambia and Liberia 
(seat of the National Spiritual Assembly) are realizing 
that they can and must teach the Cause. New doors are 
opening since Ric;lvan and even government leaders 
and university teachers are coming to learn of this 
religion of which they have had only a slight knowledge 
heretofore. Villages are dOing extension teaching 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of Bondali. Gambia. Left to 
righ.t, front: Famara Bojang, Abou Jobe, Ka!iIu Jamineh. 
Arafang Sain; rear: Momodou Lamin Nyassi. Ousman MaTima, 
Sanyang Bunja. Gibrie! JaUow, Kebba Toure. 

-
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through the Baha'is who live near 
nearby countries. 

Seyen School Teachers Plan to 

the borders of 

Resettle 
Seven of the Assembly members of Bondali are 

teachers at the Bondali school, several of them becom
ing confirmed in the Faith at Yundum Teachers Col
lege. Six of these teachers plan to leave in October for 
other villages where they will teach school and also 
pioneer for the Faith. Among the dedicated Baha'is 
here are Abdoulie Jobe, the first Baha'i to arise and 
teach; Mr. Djalali, a Persian pioneer more recently 
from Morocco, a man of sixty-three, in poor health, but 
one who with great sacrifice travels and teaches con
stantly, far from his family who still reside in Morocco. 

The Belgian pioneer and the other Baha'is in Ba
mako, Mali, are doing productive work and anticipat· 
ing a new Local Assembly next Ric;lvan. 

Remaining Challenge of Nine Year Plan 
These are some of the achievements of "service in 

this highly meritorious field ... open to every believ
er," as expressed by the Universal House of Justice in 
their momentous RiQ-van message of 1967. The Nine 
Year Plan, now past its midway point, garners its fruits 
through such Hheroic sacrifices, dedicated services, 
prodigious efforts ... made in order to establish the 
outposts of the Faith in the chief countries, territories 
and islands of the earth ." While some press 
forward in the work of the still new and "unknown sea" 
of Proclamation, others "unhesitatingly ... place. each 
according to his circumstances, his share on the altar 
of Baha'i sacrifice ..... giving their hearts, their 
energy and their funds to make these victories a 
reality. 

To each Baha'i the challenge comes: "How shall 1 
serve Bahd'u'lltih in the remaining years of the Nine 
Year Plan?'" 

National Spiritua~ Assembly of the Baha'is of West Africa, 
elected 1968. Seated, left to right: J. A G. Edwards, Mrs. 
Elouise G. Sanders, Mn. Laura Hill, J. M. B. Strong. 
Standing: Shidan Kouchekzadeh, OliveT CampbeH, Mrs. Vivian 
D. Wes.ron, Husayn R. Ardekani. Oliver Reimann. 

." . ...- ............ -
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Thirteenth annuat BaJui', convention held in the ~a?iratu'l
Quds, which i.s in the vicinity of the motheT Temple ift Ka.m
pala, Uga.nda. 

Uganda and Central Africa 

The new~tI bum .{!aziratu'~-Quds of Uga.nda., Kampala. 

Natio1w.l Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is of Uganda and 
CentTaI Africa, elected May 25, 1968. Left to right: Hassan 
Sabri (trea.sureT) , THo Wanant.ru.ri (vice chairman), Kolone1"
io Oule (chairman), Elizabeth OUnga, GeorgI!' wmiam Ebetu.. 
Moses Senoga (!lss't. trea.suTer) , Sospateri lsimai (aec'y), 
AHnpte CoHequI!' and Albert Ocnamodek. 
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NATIONAL BAHA'i YOUTH CONFERENCE 
June 22-23, 1968, Wilmette, Illinois 

Those who are now in their teens and twenties 
are faced with a special challenge and can seize 
an opportunity that is uniqll,e in human history, 

-Message to the Baha'i Youth in Every Land 
Universal House of Justice, June 10, 1966 

From the National Baha'i Youth Conference went this 
message to the Universal House of Justice: 
PRAISE BE TO BAHA'U'LLAH FOR HAVING AWAKENED 
US IN THIS DARK BUT WONDROUS AGE ALLOWED US 
THIS OPPORTUNITY SERVICE AT HIS HOLY THRESHOLD. 
UNITED COMMITTED WE INHERITORS DIVINE PLAN 
STAND READY TO SEIZE OPPORTUNITIES CHALLENGES 
SET BEFORE US BY MASTER AND INSTITUTIONS HIS 
HAND HAS REARED. MAY WE PROVE WORTHY. JOYOUS 
GREETINGS FROM THE AMERICAN BAHA'f YOUTH. 

And the Universal House of Justice replied in the 
following cable, dated June 26, 1968: 
WARMLY ACKNOWLEDGE CONFIDENT JOYOUS MES
SAGE FROM BAHA'j YOUTH GATHERED PRECINCTS 
MOTHER TEMPLE WEST STOP MOVED THElR DETER
MINATION SEIZE OPPORTUNITIES SERVE BELOVED 
FAITH CALL ON THEM BOLDLY CHALLENGE INVITE 
CONFUSED CONTEMPORARIES ENTRAPPED MORASS 
MATERIALISM TO EXAMINE PARTAKE LIFEGlVING 
POWER CAUSE JOIN ARMY BAHA'U'LLAH CONFRONT 
NEGATIVE FORCES OF A SOCIETY SADLY LACKING 
SPlRITUAL VALUES STOP ASSURE YOUTH ARDENT 
PRAYERS HOLY SHRINES GUIDANCE THEIR COURAGE
OUS EFFORTS, 

IN OVERWHELMING RESPONSE to the caU of the 
National Spritual Assembly, more than 500 Baha'i 

youth from 34 states, the District of Columbia and 
Canada streamed into Wilmette for the first National 
Baha'j Youth Conference eVer held in the United States, 
They were there to be assessed as resources by the 
National Spiritual Assembly and to be directed "to 
such participation in the expansion and consolidation of 
our beloved Faith as will, in the words of Shoghi 
Effendi. 'empower them to display, in a fuller measure, 
their inherent capacities, and to unfold a further stage 
m their spiritua1 evolution under the shadow of the 
Faith of Baha 'u 'Ilah, J " 

The National Spiritual Assembly itself was present at 
~he opening of the Conference as a demonstration to the 
entire American Baha'i community of the importance it 
places on the role of the Bah~a 'i youth. 

Spiritual Descendants of the Dawn-Breakers 

Chairman of the National Spiritual Assembly, Dr. 
Firuz Kazemzadeh, officially welcomed the Conference 
participants in a speech reviewing the global disinte
gration of the social order. The Baha~i world must 
recruit its adherents from this collapsing old order to 
establish the new. Since population patterns show a 
rising youthful majority throughout the world, it is the 
Baha'i youth who must assume significant roles in the 
teaching work Their many reno","Lled predecessors, 
none initially over 25 -- His Holiness. the Bab, Quddus, 
Badi. the 12-year...old martyr, Rul)u'lIah, Shoghi 

Effendi on his assumption of the Guardianship - have 
hoisted the standard. 

To be effective Baha'i youth must prepare them
selves by cultivating those inner qualities which con
duce to moral rectitude and are manifested in honesty, 
justice, trustworthiness, reliability, chastity and free
dom from prejudice. They must live in marked contrast 
to the increasing moral degeneration around them. 

Youth must not become "Baha'i drop--outs," Rather, 
they must strive to acquire knowledge in the arts and 
sciences, for well~educated people are needed in the 
Faith, 

The Age of T ra nsition 
"This Hour, Laden with Fate" was initiated with a 

series of slides projecting the hostility and trauma of 
present..day society and the piercing contrasts between 
the lives of the poor and the lives of the affluent. 
National Spiritual Assembly Secretary, Glenford E. 
Mitchell, recalled the Guardian's statement in 1936 that 
humanity - at that time - was entering the "outer 
fringes" of the age of transition. The Universal House 

-



.... H ... ·I NEWS 

of Justice has nOw declared that we are entering the 
"dark heart" of the age of transition. We must be 
mindM of the warning that a ~'new race of men" will 
be raised up to fulfill the Plan of God should the Baha'is 
fail. The Baha'i youth must become the "conveyor 
belt" of the Teachings. 

Regarding Baha'i abstinence from partisan politics, 
he emphasized that unon-involvement in politics does 
not mean non-involvement in the welfare of the coun
try." It Hdoes not mean that we should be ignorant of 
current events and their meaning" as later "we'll have 
to clean up the mess." "The Guardian asked us to be a 
careful people, not an ignorant peopJe." The Baha'i 
youth, in the words of Shoghi Effendi, must "open their 
eyes to the existing conditions, study the evil forces 
that are at work and then with a concerted effort arise 
and bring about the necessary reforms, . , ." 

"Deepening in the Era of Transition" 
Joan Lincoln, Special Assistant to the Department of 

Youth and College Activities, climaxed her presenta
tion by singing an original composition: "Oh, God, 
make me a hollow reed from which the pith of self hath 
been blown, that I may become a clear channel. ... " 

"Blow your pith, manP' is now the latest word. 
announced youth chairman Gregory Dahl. 

"The M ... ning of Autl1ority" 
Glenford MitcheU, in his capacity as Head of the 

Department of Youth and College Activities, declared, 
"Authority is one of the 'hang-ups' of our times. Many 

.. _., .. ,.. ....... 

of us in throwing out corrupt elements from our lives 
have also thrown out the gems," Those who held the 
reins of authority for centuries so abused it that it is no 
longer respected. As a result, we don't understand what 
authority is any more. 

Order is the law of the universe. It "cannot become 
the purpose of our life to destroy order," Deep trouble 
ensues when Baha'i institutions are not obeyed. "Ba
ha'i obedience is not oppressive"; there are • 'both 
spiritual and political principles underlying obedience 
to Baha'i authority." Referring to community disaffec
tion, he said that the way to prove a loea! spiritual 
assembly's decision wrong is to "do your best to make 
it work." uBahit.'u'llah fixed things so well that every 
individual Baha'i makes a mark on the system." 

Youth must become "Baha'i scientists" and demon
strate a vital principle of Baha'u'llith -loyalty to gov
ernment and obedience to authority. "If we don't do 
this now, when the Baha'i system begins to emerge, we 
can't expect the masses to obey." 

HThe generation gap is a bad joke we have to get 
over. Youth must help parents to understand what is 
happening and why. Baha'i youth cannot participate in 
the nonsense of disowning their parents' authority and 
wisdom. We have a generation gap in the Faith, but we 
must get rid of it." 

"S.x, I;. Relationship to Personal. Spiritual and Social Life" 
Psychiatrist and Chairman of the Wilmette Spiritual 

Assembly, Dr. Hossain Danesh, pointed out that it is 
non~Baha'i to discuss sex as distinct from other aspects 

Youth responded to the car [ of 
the N attonal SpiT'itual Assem
bIll and offered their reeom~ 
mendations fo-r action, T~caU
ing th.e Guardian'.s su.mmon.s~ 
«. • • the condition of the 
world is steadily growing 
toOTle. 4nd your gener4tion 
must provfde the saints. he
Toes, m4f'tYTB and admini.sn'a· 
tor8 of jutUTf! y~a.rg. With 
d~dication and wilt pOWIE!T you 
can rise to great heights!" 
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of liie. Life is a whole and should be seen as such. 
The life of a Baha'i is a process of growth. You 

cannot have what you want, in the way you want it. 
when you want it. 

Man is born pure, and anything that restricts the 
achievement of perfection or improvement is an act of 
sin. Every sin brings its own punishment. A premature 
sex life becomes an obstacle to growth - a sin. Punish
ment comes in this life through poor relations with 
people, unsatisfactory marriage, poor motivation and 
emotional disturbances. 

"Hallucinogenic Druqs: Their Spiritual and Physical Effects" 
Dr. David S. Ruhe, member of the Universal House of 

Justice, reminded the youth that each person is unique, 
in the Words of Baha'u'llah. H a mine rich in gems of 
inestimable value. U Hallucinogenic drugs - the worst 
of these being LSD - destroy creativity, although the 
purpose of their use is to increase it. 

A Baha'i strives for the development of his inmost 
potential through use of the Revealed Word. 

Historian Arnold Toynbee has said that the "creative 
minorityU is the only significant part of any culture. 
Bahi'fs are the creative minority at this time and must 
not kill this creativity through the use of drugs and the 
consequent imprisonment of self. 

UEducation and Career Selection'l 
Dr. Daniel Jordan, Vice-Chairman of the National 

Spiritual Assembly, declared, "The work you do is a 
means of the glorification of God." Youth today can 
choose their careers as never before in the past, and 
the Universal House of Justice has emphasized the 
importance of training. Baha'i youth must have 
'''hearts as warm as sunshine and minds like steel 
traps." If Baha'i youth are not tough-minded, evil 
forces will try to control their destiny. They must 
therefore give deep thought to their choice of careers. 
"A life of decisions made on impulse has no significant 
future. PI 

"War and Baha', Service in the Armed Forces" 
Col. Salvatore A. Pellet Director of the Department of 

Public Information at the National Baha'i Center 1 re
called 'Abdu'!-Baha's words that thoughts of war 
should be destroyed with thoughts of peace. Baha'is, 
however, are not pacifists, for pacifism as such is anti
social and close to anarchism in its excessive emphasis 
on the individual. Baha'i's will fight in the future World 
Commonwealth Army as part of the International Po~ 
lice Force. At present? Baha'is are conscientious coop
erators in military life. 

You.th-led seminars, these two on minoT'itJI 'eaching (above) 
a.nd Baha', service in the armed joTce~ (below), PT0110ked 
in'enae discussion and demonstTated the youth'I" awarenea 
that .. in the WOf'dr of Snoghi Effendi, "Theu haw upon their 
should"s aU the responribmtie.r for the progreu of the 
Movement . .. ."' 

"The Most Ch.llenginq I"ue" 
Richard Thomas, Special Assistant to the Depart

ment of Youth and College Activities, emphasized that 
Baha'i youth represent a "certain socio-economic lev
el" and do not know what is happening in the ghetto. 
"How do we make the Faith relevant to minority 
problems?" he asked. "How are you going to plug into 
relevant social action when you leave this Confer
ence?" 

Baha'u'llah compared the black people to the pupil of 
the eye - which has the power of sight - and I Abdu'l
Baha spoke of a Negro boy as a black rose. "Unity in 
diversity rather than integration? which is paternalistic, 
is the thing." Baha'is have to "get the justice thing 
going." They don't need the Kerner Report - they Ugot 
the word" from Shoghi Effendi in 1938. 

RichaTd Thoma.!' of Detroit, Michigan, speaking on nThe Most Chanenging lMUe," i!.rued a .sobering challenge, which the 1I0uth 
1.VHe ready to dCCept: "How do we make the Faith nlevant to minoritll probfem.t? 

-r-
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A ringing mome-nt of joy and pTai.se and glory. . . . 

"Black and white Baha'is are going to have to go 
through their Badawt Conference,n he said, indicating 
that there will be some who will not be able to bear the 
full implications of the new evolving order in this 
country. "If dialogue fails between black and white 
Baha'is, this country can forget it. n 

Youff, Semi .... ,. 
Spurred on by the many challenges facing them, the 

youth led and participated in seminars of 15-20 persons 
on topics ranging from "sex" and "drugs" to ~'deepen
ing" and "youth's responsibility to the Baha'i commu
nity." During the seminars the youth themselves had 

Proclamations Throughout the United States 
Believers in all parts of the United States continue to 

honor state governors and city may-ors by presenting 
them with copies of The Proclamation of Bahd'u'Uah. 
In SGDle places these presentations have been part of a 
proclamation program designed to acquaint people 
with the Faith during an entire week. On June 1 
Governor Paul Laxalt of Nevada received this book, 
expressed interest in what it contained and quoted from 
it in a later speech. A delegation of four Baha'is of 
varied professions and backgrounds presented Gover
nor Raymond P. Shafer of Pennsylvania with a copy.on 
July 11. 

A very successful Baha'i Week, May 4-12, the first in 
the State, was held in Fort Lauderdale, Florida where 
in addition to proclaiming Baha'i Week, Mayor Ed
mund Burry received the book from the Baha'is of that 
city. Friends from the entire county, including five other 
Baha'I communities cooperated in contributing time 
and money to make the week an outstanding success. 
With excellent publicity, including over twelve hours of 
free radio and television time, the Faith was heard by 
uncounted numbers and during two weeks twenty-four 
declarations were made. 

One believer in Spartanburg, South Carolina promot
ed a Baha"i Week ("Baha'i Information Week") in 
April, presenting The Prodamation Of Bahli'u'll<ih to 
Mayor Robert L. Stoddard, and obtaining excellent 
publicity on radio and television. This was the first such 
week to be held in the State. 

Similar presentations to city mayors have been re
ported from Gallup, New Mexico, and Battle Creek and 
Saginaw, Michigan. 

.~-,.- -.-
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the opportunity to speak, to question and confront 
issues relevant to them, and most important, to make 
specific recommendations for action. A reporter from 
each seminar selected one outstanding recommenda
tion to present to the entire body of youth and to the 
National Spiritual Assembly, which was present to 
receive the youth reports and to acknowledge them as 
the first fruits of an already historic occasion. 

Five-Year Program for Youth 
The National Spiritual Assembly was so impressed 

with one recommendation that, unwilling to wait, they 
reconvened on the lawn of the I;Ia~iratu'I-Quds under 
the mid-day SWl and voted to accept the suggestion of a 
Five-Year Program for youth to aid in the achievement 
of the goals of the . Nine-Year Plan. 

Wild and sustained applause greeted this welcome 
announcement. 

"Is there any Remover of Difficulties sa-a-ve God?" 
sang out a voice and a many-timbred swelling response 
surged from an attuned audience. It was sung several 
times before the tender farewell measures of "Yi
Baha'u'l-Abhil" softly settled over Foundation Hall. A 
final prayer and then a reluctant dispersal, many 
staying on for the public worship service in the Audito
rium, others departing for the long trips home. 

Immediately after the serenely beautiful worship 
service, the clear, sunny skies which had prevailed 
during the weekend suddenly darkened and poured 
down a torrential rain. 

News Briefs 
On April 4, 1968 Mr. N. Janus, well known phYSicist 

and traveling teacher, spoke at a public meeting at the 
Hotel Splendide in Marseille, France. The Local Spirit
ual Assembly sent two hundred inVitations to professors 
and doctors and advertised the meeting in the news
paper. More than sixty~five persons attended, thirty-five 
of whom were guests of the Baha'is. 

o 
Baha'i. of St. Cloud, France rented a public display 

window near the cinema for exhibiting books, photo
graphs, press clippings and Baha'l quotatiOns. A hox 
was placed nearby containing free Baha'i literature 
imprinted with the local post box number. To date 600 
pamphlets have been taken and several requests re
ceived for more information, A Baha'i pamphlet is also 
being sent to each of 5,000 names in the St. ClOUd 
directory. 

o 
A prominent newspaper writer of Dominican Repub

lic has published a lengthy story in the newspaper El 
Carihe featuring Miss Sheila Rice-Wray who first came 
to the country in April of 19<17 as a Baha'i pioneer. The 
illustrated article of forty-five column inches speaks of 
Miss Rice-Wray's work as a teacher of English in the 
Instituto Cultural Dominico-Americano,' an artist who 
frequently exhibits her work, and particularly her 
activities in teaching the Baha'i Faith. The article 
covers many principles of the Faith and speaks of her 
endeavor to be of service to humanity in all of her 
activities. The story which appeared on July 13 has 
brought many new opportunities for proclaiming the 
Faith in the Dominican Republic. 

T 
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Adversity in Vietnam Generates Deep Faith 
With a strong belief in Bahit'u'll.lh, with great love 

for humanity, with tremendous sacrifice and effort on 
the part of all the BahaJis of Vietnam, the Faith has 
had wonderful results this past year. Ninety new local 
spiritual assemblies were formed at Ric;lvim and 4,116 
new believers enrolled in the Faith. 

The official Vietnam press and the national radio and 
television have announced all news about Baha'i Holy 
Days and special meetings. There- is a regular Baha'i 
program each week on the Hoi-an radio and on the 
information systems of PhanThiet, BiuhTuy, Long
Khilnh and Hailong (BinhThuan). 

National Assembly members have visited and 
brought gifts to the victims of war in concentration 
camps, contributed to the relief fund, opened another 
Babiti school for the children in Tan-thai-Hoa and have 
assisted the Bahati frie~qs by requesting the govern
ment to pay for damages suffered in the war. 

Hundreds _of Bah;itis have allowed the local as
semblies to u·se their homes as temporary centers. New 
centers are being built in four localities. 

The work of introducing the Faith to the people is not 
difficult because the divine Teachings of His Holiness, 
Baha'u'llah, have answered the need of the people in 
this suffering country. It is sad that the war has 
delayed progress. Some areas have been lost because 
of the fighting and many places have been captured. 
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Because of this difficult situation greater effort and 
sacrifice have had to be made on the part of the 
Baha'is. 

In hundreds of cases individuals have shown great 
devotion to the Cause during this past year. To cite a 
few: 

Mr. Le-Trinh~ chairman of the Teaching Committee 
of Saigon, has traveled to many places during the 
months prior to Ri9.van, often without lunch or dinner, 
over difficult terrain. He met with an accident on one of 
his trips and suffered a broken leg. 

Mr. Nguyen Van-Phong, devoted Baha'i nineteen 
years of age, unfailingly accepts difficult missions as
signed by the National Office. He also suffered a broken 
leg on a teaching trip this year. but remains active 
despite his injury. Many other Baha'is in the unsafe 
areas have no doubt made even greater sacrifices. 

In some ways the situation of the country helps the 
teaching work. Fear of war has cawed some people to 
become interested in the world peace plan of the Baha'i 
Faith. Everyone who has heard about the Faith is, at 
least, sympathetic. 

The faith of the believers is becoming very strong. 
Gone is the fear shown in previous years. Many fami
lies are raising a savings fund for the Faith. Even the 
poorest Baha'is are contributing. Many are volunteer
ing to go out to teach the Faith. 

The Baha'u of Vietnam in eve'P"1/ community Of the nation celebrated th.e Mart:!/Tdom Of the Ba!) on July 9, 1968. The celebration tDO.S' 

attended btl relir#O'lLS and civic representatives and by thousands in the nine districts of Saigon a.nd Gia Dinh. Le Loc, chairman ot 
the National Spiritual Assembly. spoke on th.e life and W01'k of the Bab and the reason why Bahd.'is- throughout the world believe 
that humanity will be saved and that everyone win Live in peace, happiness, progress and unity. He remi.nded the IisteneT& of the 
can that aU the propneu have bTOUght to mankind: that each Ind{ viduat should patiently searcn fOT tTuth in ordll!'1' to live in the 
truth a.nd. to enjoy happinesB in tne tTtdh. 

I 
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Government Certifies Solomon Island Baha'i School 
The Department of Education under the British 

Solomon Islands Protectorate, has issued a Certificate 
of Registration for the Baha'i School at Tawaimare. 
The certificate entitles the school to the services of two 
certified teachers whose salaries will, for the most part, 
be paid from government funds. The certificate will 
also make acquisition of books and other teaching 
materials from government funds possible. 

The National Assembly states; "With the additional 
teachers we will be able to bring the standard of 
education to a higher level, enabling the students to sit 
for high school examinations and thus secure better 
positions. 

"Recognition has been given to our National As
sembly by the Honiara Town Council, as they have 
asked Our advice in certain policy making decisions 
such as segrega tioD in burial places and whether the 
Honiara Town Council should take over the supervision 
of the Department of Education." 

Pioneer Effort in New Guinea Yields Harvest 
The Faith has made rapid progress in the Highland 

area of North East New Guinea since pioneers Noel and 
Margaret Bluett arrived there in 1965. During RiQvfm 
this year six assemblies were elected, tripling the 
results of the previous year when two were elected. The 
statistics in this area change rapidly but at the present 
time there are approximately 250 believers, twelve 
groups and nine isolated believers. 

The people of the Highlands are Melanesian by race 
but speak many different languages and have been 
divided for countless centuries by custom and warfare. 
Since 1933 the people's attention has centered on the 
expanding commerce and the growing of coffee. How
ever vast differences still divide these people, they 
associate only with people who understand their native 
tongue. Frequently fights will break out between tribal 
groups and the hatreds are deep and fierce. 

Amongst the new Baha'is these hatreds are being 
slowly broken down and whenever a function is ar
ranged in one area, visitors from other villages are 
invited. At most of these functions the discussion on the 
brotherhood of man is the main topic. Each one wilJ 
relate how afraid he was of men from other areas, but 
now that he is a Baha'i this is changed. 

The oneness of mankind is the magnet drawing these 
Melanesian peop1e into the Faith of Baha'u'llah and its 
power will eventually transform their entire civiliza
tion. 

Local Spiritua.t Assembly of tne village of Rumo. Eastern 
Highlands District, North East New Guinea, elected Ri.dvdn, 
19G!. 

, 
i 

Local Spirituat AssemMy of the village of A7'1"0tDa-na, Eo.stern 
Highlands Distri.ct of North. East New Guinea, elected Ri(i.v4n, 
1968. 

Locat Spiritual Assembly of the village of Aru!a, Eastern 
Highi.ands District, North East New Guinea, elected Ri(lvdn. 
1968. 

Local Spiritua~ Assembly of the village of Kimo, Eastern 
High!ands District, North East New Guinea, elected Rit;iv4n, 
1968. 
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Passing of Baha'is Proclaims Faith 
Miss Ianita Wright, one of the first Baha'is of San 

Andres Island. Colombia, who ascended May 5, 1968, 
was known for her steadfastness in the Faith. During 
her long illness her insistence that she have a Baha'j 
funeral led to the proclamation of the Faith in San 
Andres. A pioneer to San Andres Island contacted 
"Miss l~nita," as she was known to the friends, a few 
days after her arrival there in October. 1966. Within a 
few days Miss Ionita had enrolled in Bahatu'lhlh's 
Cause and remained steadfast despite opposition from 
friends and relatives. Having elicited a promise from 
her brother that she have a Baha'i funeral, he felt 
bOWld to keep it regardless of family pressure. 

After her death the Baha'i funeral service was an
nounced on the radio. Although it was held durjn~ 
working hours, nearly five hundred people attended 
from every stratum or SOcIety, InClUaJng Qu(:tors, pUUU

cians and religious leaders. Local Spiritual Assembly 
members and members of the Baha'i community found 
new strength as they appeared at the service as fol
lowers of Baha'u'llah. 

At the simple graveside service the first prayer read 
was Miss Ionita's favorite, My God, My Adored One, 
My King, My De.sire, what Tongue can voice my thanks 
to Thee . .. Visitors poured over mimeographed copies 
of the readings selected for the funeral service and took 
them home to share with friends and relatives. Since 
that time a large home was offered to the Baha'is for a 
memorial service for Miss Ionita on June 5. A public 
meeting in San Andres commemorating the Declara
tion of the Bab overflowed with visitors. Several re
quests have been received for copies of the funeral 
service and for Baha'i literature. 

French Consul in Aden Agrees to Baha'! Funeral 
for French Citi.en 

Mr. Maurice Papilloud, a French believer formerly 
residing in Asmara. Eritrea, was recently transferred 
to Aden where he passed away on May 18, 1968. 
Following his death, the friends of Aden had several 
meetings with the French Consul (Mr. Papilloud was a 
French citizen) and with an official of Mr. Papilloud's 
business firm in Aden. During those conferences Mr. 
Papilloud's belief as a Baha'i was always considered 
and it was agreed that a Baha'i funeral service should 
be conducted by the Local Spiritual Assembly_ About 
two hundred people attended including the Arab people 
and European high officials. 

During his lifetime in that politically disrupted coun
try Mr. Papilloud was always anxious for opportunities 
to speak of the Faith. His wish was fulfilled after his 
death, for both before and after the funeral the people 
of Aden were asking the friends what their connection 
with Mr. Papilloud might be and were asking, "What is 
a Baha'i?" 

RIGHT 

North. American pioneering youth. Margaret Derman, (left) 
and Valerie Rovin, en'Toute to Panama, spent a week visiting 
and teachi.ng new BaM'is oj San Andres Isles, Colombia. W'ith 
them aTe Mrs. AlmeTta Forbes 4ftd John Cupidon. 

SEPTEMBER 1968 

Miss Ionita Wrigh,t with three San AndTes Isles, Colombia., 
assembly memben preparing dinner tOT visiting pioneers on. 
their way to Panama. Lett to Tight: McZeno Myles, Rosalie de 
Arevalo and Lorenza BarkeT de NewbaU. 

The first functioning SpiTitual Assembly of San AndTes Isles, 
Colombia (1967-'68). First TOW, lett to right: Zonia Annistead 
(pioneer), Helen Homby (pioneer and trea.sureT), Lorenza. 
Barker de NewbaU (secretary). Second row: Steven Reeves, 
John Cupedon (chairman), [anita Wright. Third row: Anselmo 
Daukins (vice·chairman) , AurUia11l BooTd Member Charles 
Hornby and Cyrus Daukins, Absent: Bernardo Hookef'. 

T 
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The above words were the response of one delegate to 
the eighth annual convention of Mexico held May 18-19 
in Mexico City. following the reading of the message 
from the Universal House of Justice. Others offered 
material support and their services as traveling teach
ers. Auxiliary Board member, Artemus Lamb, repre
senting Hand of the Cause of God, Dr, Ugo Giachery, 
expressed the spirit and the need of the times in a way 
that reinforced the determination of many to go forth 
and pioneer. 

There was an unprecedented attendance at this con
vention and the faces were radiant, humble, shy and 
devoted as they listened to consultatiQn, took part in the 
deliberations, shared accounts of the past year's vic
tories. The Mayan Indian believers brought the conven
tion to its high point and the spirit of the early "dawn· 
breakers" seemed to come alive again. There was a 
hushed silence as many new believers mingled with 
others to fulfill their God-given duty of electing a 
National Spiritual Assembly. 

The BaM'is of Nicaragua built a. tempor4ry structure for 
holding III summer school in EI Tl'apiche de Jalapa, Nica:ragua. 
The school was held MaTch 11·13, 1968 and attracted forty 
people. 

.~-, .... -...--
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National Spiritual Assemb!JI of the BahG:'is of Mexico for 1968-
'69. FiTSt TOW, Tight to left: MTS. NUTa Mobine, MT$. Eloi!a 
Cervantes, Miss Soledad Bilbatua. (secretory), Miss Maria 
Tobi.a3. Second raw: Dr. Ju1:tenal GutieTTez, (trecuureT), Ra
fael QuirOoS (coordift4to'1'), Mrs. Valeria Nichola, ST .• Eduardo 
Pere, de Leon and Harold MUTTIllV. 

Map of Mexico wed at the annual convention in charting 
pro(1ress a.nd goats. Mexico is a laTpe count,.y. OVe1' 760,000 
square miles, with many remote areas difflcult to reach. In 
addition to its native Spanish language, Mexico has five goal 
languages listed under the Nine Year Plan for literatUre 
translation. This- i8 almost one-fifth of the entire number for aU 
01 NOTth and Latin America! 

A BaIui.'i meeting in Tipitapa, Nicar4gua, a goal of the Local 
Spiritual Assemblll of M4naptl(l., where pioneer Jose Arita and 
M1's. Amta Chac6n de A1'ita are teaching. 
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Human Rights Conferences Expand Range of Proclamation Efforts 

Mr. Peter MacDonald~ DirectoT of the OfJice of No.'Vajo 
Eco1lomtc Opportunity. addresses the over one hundred partic
ipants at the Gallup, New Merica Conference on th.e American 
fndi4n and Human RightS'. O4071e may abo wonder," MacDon· 
a.1d. stated. "why the American Indians aTe not buming down 
buildings. rioting, fightinat and killing other hUman bring.s to 
gain their human Tights. Thoe AmeTic4n Indw7l8 believe in 
human rights' , , . in PTaerving, Tather than dest1'oying, 
hUman brings and the rights of other people ... in maintain· 
i-ng harmony and understanding and peaee among an human 
beings regardte:r.! of their oTigin, race OT creed," Mr. Clarence 
ACOJjIa, Exec. Director of the New Me:rico CommiSBion on 
Indian Affairs, and Cot SalvatOTE!' Pelle, representing NA
BOHR. also spoke at the Confennce. 

The Boston Baha'is preparea themselves faT their Conferrnce 
on Houring and Human Rights thTOugh a thTe'e-month. series of 
Sunci4v evemng discussions prior to the confeTe7lce on issues 
'l"elated to houring, particulaTly in the Boston area. Some 01 
the recommendations erneTging from the conference were 1) 
that wh.ite racism must be combatted by the white$, especiaUy 
in the wburbs where po larization to the ghetto conHnue$ to 
widen, and 2) that there is a need to educate black and white 
citizem on cooperative housing since it represents a meaning
ful and pra.cti.C'(I.~ means of developing '~in-town towns" where 
a .sense of communiq, contro' can be exercised by the 
communitv Itself. 

The North American Baha'i Office for Human Rights, 
in cooperation with sponsoring Baha'i communities, is 
pleased to report the successful completion of its series 
of Regional Conferences on Human Rights held in ten 
American cities during the month of June. These con
ferences, as part of the United States Baha'i Commu
nity'S action-oriented observance ()f International Hu
man Rights Year, have, in addition to furthering the 
achievement of human rights in the United States, 
resulted in Wlexpected benefits for the host Baha'i 
communities. Reports from most sponsors indicate in
creased prestige for the Faith, due both to attendance 
at the conferences by community leaders in the fields of 
education, social welfare, law, employment, housing 
and government, and to recognition by these partici
pants of the added spiritual dimension unique to these 
Baha'i-sponsored conferences. Conference participants 
were unanimous in recommending that such confer
ences be repeated, drawing in an ever-widening circle 
of interested persons and organizations. 

Twelve of the nineteen-member Regional Council on Humo.n 
Rights" elected bll paTtkipants in the Regional Conference on 
the Mexican-American and Human Rightl in El Paso, TeXQ.I. 
The fOTmulation of manu significant wOTkshop 1'ecommenda
tiona and the estabUshment of this CouncU to begin planning 
ways and means of putting auch 1'ecommendation.r into com
munity effect are among 'he succe3s/UUy achieved goal.s of 
thi.! Conference. 

Dr. Dani.el Jordan, Director of the Institute fOT Research in 
Human Behavior, Indiana. State UniveT.sity, and Vice-Chair
man of the National Spiritual Assembly. addresSt's the Reg
ional Conference on P1'ejudice and Human Rights held in 
Miami. FloTida. August H. VandenBosche, Executive Di:-ectOT 
of the Florida Council on Human Relations, and Ha.1"old 
B1'aynon, Attorney a.t Law, also were keynote Bpeak.ers. 
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Participants in the Cleveland, Ohio Conference on Edu.cation 
and Human Righu enjoy jeHowsMp and conversation at the 
Friday evening banquet neld at the Holiday Inn, Keynote 
speaker at the banquet was Dr. Paul Briggs, Superintendent at 
the Cleveland Public Schools. Dr. Dwight AHen. Dean of 
School of Education, Univen:ity of Massachusetts, and mem
ber o[ the National Spiritual Assembly. Mr. Ernest Cooper, 
Executive Director of tne Cleveland Vrban League, and Mr. 
Peter Kontos oj the Educational Research Council of Cleveland 
'WeTe abo keynote speakers. 

WO'l'kshop paTticipants at the Regional Confe-rence on Educa· 
don 4nd Human Rights held in Atlanta, Georgia, dealt with 
BUch u.nte$ a3': '~Teachers of the Dtsadvantaged", "Segrega
tion: DeFacto and DeJure," "EnroUments- Thoe Problems oj 
Overcrowding", and. "The Ghetto EnviTonment". Dt". Firuz 
Kazemmdeh-, Dr. Sarah PeTeira, and. Dr. Paul ClitfOTd, Di'J'ec
tor of the NDEA Program at Atlanta Univet"sity, addressed 
the Conference participants during genet"a' sessiom. 

PhU Lucas, membet" of the BeHingham, Wash.ington Baha.'t 
Community, entertains participants in the Conference on the 
Amuican Indian and Huma.n Rights. Thls one-day Conference, 
which included the unu.sual e!.ement 01 a. Salmon Bake at 
Lummi Indian ReseTuation, stated that its purpose was "to 
create a communication between the socially di Ue1'se seg
ments of OUT region; to state the problem.s of the American 
Indian in relation to this society; to formulate recommenda
tiom 101' action On the solution oj these problems." 

Attendees of the Regional Conference on Prejudice and Hu
man Rights held in Memphis, Tenneuee engage in lively 
discw.sion between sessions. Workshops dealt with .such topics 
as: "Government: Its Responsibility in Human Rights", and 
"Prejudice: Pre-requisite to Racism", The Memphis Baha'is 
rep01't '~consideTable newspaper coverage, the opp01'tunitll to 
meet -representatives of various organizations, the opportuni.ty 
for people ot many different wafks of life to sit down and 
discuss these issues, and the formu.lation of many recommen
dations that shOUld help to eliminate prejudice" as indications 
oj thei.,. success. 

Four 01 the workshop leaders at the Regional Confe'J'ence on 
Employment and Human Rights held in Wichita. Kamas: lett 
to right- Mr. Paul Cougher. Assistant Manage'J', Kansas State 
Employment Se'J'vice, Mr. Joe Moody. Kansas State Employ
ment Service. M'J'. Homer Floyd, Dinct01", Kamas Commis
sion on Civi! Rights, and Mr. P. O. Funderburg, Executive 
Vice-president, Gateway National Bank, St. Louis, Missouri, 
Co-sponsoring the Confe'J'ence with tne Baha'is were the 
Community Committee on Sociaf Action, the Wichita Council 
01 Churches. the Wichita Urban League, the YWCA of Wichita, 
the Black Immediate Action GTOUp, and the Apprentice.ship 
Information Center, Dept,-Kansas State Employment Se1'uice. 

Over three hundred youth attended the Regional Conference 
on Youth and HUman Rights hei.d in Richmond. California and 
voiced their views on such topics a.s education, employment, 
the law. and the role of yoath in cambatting white -racism. On 
the subject of race relations the Conjet"ence caUed 101' the 
Tecognition that racism is a disease of our society and that it 
can only be cured by a revolutionary change in th.e attitude oj 
the white majority toward the minorities in America. 

-.-
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Many Colors - One Mankind 
A Report of Race Unity Day Meetin9s 
in the United States 

Speakers Can For Triumph of Love 

That man's oneness can only be realized by a world 
triumph of love was emphasized by speakers at the 
Race Unity Day observance sponsored by the Peoria, 
Illinois Baha'i Community with the support of the 
Washington Baha', Group. 

'l1le diversities of race and cultures are witness to 
"God's sense of artistry" in creating the whole that is 
mankind, said Dr. Romeo Garrett, associate professor 
of sociology at Bradley University t who was the guest 
speaker. 

He went on to say that in order to achieve the 
"oneness of mankind". everybody needs to do his part. 

Frank Alai, city director of environmental health, 
said, "Color is an accident in nature and not important. 
It doesn't change your personality." 

There would be no need for civil rights legislation "if 
we followed the teachings of God," Alai continued. 
"Prejudice of all kinds is against the wili of God, and 
all divisions of man are man·made. 

• • • 
The Sing Out-Houston Group, comprised of seventy

nine dynamic college youth, presented choral selections 
at the Race Unity Day program sponsored by the 
Baha'i Association of the University of Houston and the 
Houston Baha'i Community. uYouthfuI enthusiasm and 
optimism keynoted the choral program, instead of the 
chorus of dissent that often seems to characterize our 
modern society/' Louie Welch, Mayor of Houston, 
noted. 

A panel consisting of Mr. Quee Young Kim, graduate 
student and president of the International Students Or
ganization at the University of Houston from Seoul, 
Korea; Mrs. Mary H. Brown, Visiting Nurse Associa
tion, and Mr. Hormoz Hormozi, chemical engineer, 
addressed the audience. The meeting was held in a 
Liberal Arts Auditorium at the University of Houston. 

• • • 
According to Public Information Representative Mrs. 

Harold Wilson, Palm Beach, Florida, the public meet
ing sponsored by the Palm Beach Baha'is was most 
successful. Mrs. Wilson reports that HIn spite of Hurri
cane Abby's calling card, we had 15 intrepid souls who 
braved the torrential downpours. We carried on with 
the prayers - one in memoriam of Senator Kennedy -
and the reading of the Baha>i Statement on Human 
Rights, etc. Dr. Juan-Amon Wilkins had been invited to 
speak on the importance of physical and mental health 
- relation to good human relations - and he proved to 
be a most helpful asset." 

• • • 
A public meeting sponsored by the Seacoast Area 

Baha'is, Portsmouth, New Hampshire was held at the 
Unitarian·Univeralist Church. The program consisted 
of. a panel discussion by Mrs. Lorraine Brown of Hamp
ton, representative of the Seacoast Committee on Race 
and Religions and a staff member of the University of 
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Race Unity Day Proclamation bv thn£ Florida Mallof's 

New Hampshire; Thomas P. Cobbs of York Beach, vice 
president of the Regional NAACP and president of the 
Portsmouth Chapter; Barney Hill of Portsmouth, past 
chairman of the Rockingham County Community Ac
tion Program; Dr. Samuel McClellan of Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, director of clinical psychiatry. 

••• 
The Race Unity Day observance sponsored by the 

Meriden, Connecticut Baha'i Community began with a 
brief memorial for the late Senator Robert F. Kennedy_ 
Chairman A. K. Kalantar read a Prayer for the De
parted revealed by Baha'u'llilh, and Mrs. Dorothy 
Stringer, soprano, sang "The Lord Knows How Much 
We Can Bear.'t 

Three panelists speaking on the theme "Many Colors 
- One Mankind" presented their ideas of practical 
and spiritual solutions of the current problems. Mrs. 
Eloise Woods, the first speaker said~ HI have always 
been interested in race - the human race." She went 
on to say there are various ways in which we can better 
the conditions of our fellow men_ 

The Reverend Clinton Barlow~ pastor of the Grace 
Baptist Church t stressed the idea that each one must 
admit to his prejudices and then resolve to change; 
that we have a collective guilt for the assassinations 
that have occurred. by not taking an active part in 
eradicating the prevailing prejudices we encounter. 

Mrs. Cornelia Williams, member of the North Haven 
Baha'i Group. told how Baha'u'llah wrote to the kings 
and rulers of the world calling upon them to establish 
peace, improve the lot of their subjects and eliminate 
prejudice. 

T 
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MallOT Lou Haddad signs Race Unity Day Proclamation t07 

the Seaside. California Bahd.'i Group. FTOm right are Council
man. Steve' Ross; Lee Parsons; Haddad; Mrs. Jane Van Hook, 
and Morvin. Newport. 

• • • 
Mayor of Belleville, Illinois Urges Community to 
Make Race Unity Day A Day of Resolve 

The Baha'i Group of Belleville, illinois was successful 
in obtaining a Race Unity Day Proclamation from 
Charles E. Nichols, Mayor of Belleville. Mayor Nichols 
signed the proclamation urging all residents to make 
Race Unity Day a day of resolve to promote in them· 
selves and in the community the bonds of love and 
understanding between all races and nationalities. 

The Belleville Baha'i Group observed Race Unity 
Day by holding a gathering in the home of one of the 
Baha'is. 

* • • 
Denver, Colorado Baha'i Community 

For radio publicity in connection with Race Unity 
DaYt the Denver Community receives the honors. Inter
views and appearances were set up for Samuel C. 
Jackson at KOA, Bill Barker Show for four hours with 
another guest; KTLN for a five hour interview, and 
KFML for a one hour interview with only station break 
interruptions. 

In observance of Race Unity Day I the Community 
sponsored a panel discussion at the Denver YMCA. The 
panelists were Samuel C. Jackson, Assistant Professor 
of Public Address at the University of Northern Iowa; 
Mrs. Elaine Mills of Boulder, a public school teacher; 
Miss Linda Sauceda, student at John F. Kennedy Ju
nior-Senior High School; Jonathan Parker, a Denver 
actor, and Manuel Sandos, assistant youth program 
Director of Denver Opportunity, Among the topics dis
cussed were "Why the Wlrest and discord among all 
peoples today?,t and uThe cause and cure." 

As another part of the day's observance t the Baha'is 
attended the Children's Day service at the New Hope 
Baptist Church. Their children participated in the ser-
vice. 

• • • 
Other Baha'i Communities reporting public meetings 

held in observance of Race Unity Day were Spokane, 
Washington; Teaneck, New Jersey; Kansas City, Mis
souri; Ferndale, Michigan~ Township of Wilson, She
boygan, Wisconsin; Columbus, Ohio; Bakersfield, Fres
no, South Gate, and San Jose, California; Vassar, 
Michigan; Fargo, North Dakota; Yonkers, New York; 
and Montgomery County, Maryland. 
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• • • 
Alexandria Baha'IS Call For 81u8 Skies To Go Away 

In observance of Race Unity Day, the Baha'is of 
Alexandria, Virginia sponsored a picnic in the public 
park. i'During the picnic, If P. I. Rep Doris G. Marston 
said, "the skies opened and everyone (about 60) took to 
shelter. Inside the clubhouse the unity was so evident 
that people who were not Baha'is and were of minority 
races were surprised-the rain showed the Baha'i unity 
in a way that would not have been evident outside in 
the park." The CommWlity informed the Public Infor
mation Department that it had "no" suggestions for the 
Race Unity Day Kit or the observance in general 
"unless you (P. I. D) could order rain for picnics. " 

• •• 
A public picnic sponsored by the Tulsa Baha'i Com

munity at the La Fortune Park was held on Sunday. 
June 9, followed by a public meeting on Monday, June 
10, at the Hutcherson YMCA in observance of Race 
Unity Day, Miss Jean Norris. who is presently Assistant 
Professor of English and advisor to the student news
paper and alumni publication at North Carolina College 
at Durham and Who is currently traveling throughout 
the south and central United States speaking on the 
spiritual solution to the racial issue, was the speaker 
for the occasion. 

• • • 
The Durham and Raleigh, North Carolina Baha'i 

Assemblies co-sponsored a picnic at the Umstead State 
Park, featuring Mr. and Mrs. William Shoemaker of 
Elizabeth City, North Carolina as the speakers for the 
occasion. 

• • • 
Dayton and Kettering, Ohio Baha'i Communities 

started Race Unity Day with both Mayor Haverstack 
of Kettering and Mayor Hall of Dayton signing Race 
Unity Day proclamations." Both of the signings were 
televised. This was followed by a picnic held at the 
Triangle Park in Dayton where approximately one 
hundred people representing 13 cities and communities 
attended. 

• •• 
Approximately fifty people, including Baha'Is and 

their guests, of six nationalities attended a picnic held 
in the Thatcher Glen Forest Preserve sponsored by the 
Oak Park, Illinois BaM.'i Community. 

• • • 
Similar Race Unity Day observances were held by 

the Baha'i Communities of Key West, Florida; Des 
Moines, Iowa; Fairfield, Connecticut, Whittier J. D., 
Whittier, California; Lawrence, Kansas; Cheshire, Con
necticut; Walla Walla, Washington; Santa Fe, New 
Mexico; Peterborough, New Hampshire; Waynesville, 
Missouri; Portland, Maine; San Antonio. Texas; Scotts
dale, Arizona; Waterloo~ Iowa; Geyserville, California; 
Salt Lake City, Utah; Yakima, Washington; Philadel
phia, Pennsylvania; Gainesville, Florida; West Ches
ter, Pennsylvania; Auburn J. D., Auburn, California; 
Fair Oak~Folsom, California; Hollywood, Florida; Oro
ville, California; Ponoma, California; Northampton, 
New Hampshire; Tallahassee, Florida; Victor J. D., 
Apple Valley, California; Urbana and Champaign, Illi
nois; Lower Buck County I Langhorne, Pennsylvania; 
Dallas and University Park, Texas. 

r 



Local Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd'i! of Saginaw, Michigan, 
formed at Ri(lvdn 1968. Left to righl., -Booted: Mrs. Ann Augus
tine (secretary), M1'S, Mavis Brunaa(le, Mrs. Virginia Jones, 
MTs. Gerai.dine Smith; 8tanding; HerbeTt Merten Jr. (tTea
surer), Kenneth Augustine (vice chairman). David Thorpe, 
LaTT'U Schw4ndes, David Smith (c~irman). 

Baha'; ;n the News 
The Milwaukee Sentinel for July 6, 1968 carried an 

excellent feature article by the religious editor, James 
M. Johnston, which tells in fascinating detail the story 
of the Faith in Persia, of the life and death of The Bab 
and of the truths affirmed by Him and by Baha'u'lhih. 
Titled "Baha'i Ranks Grow Despite Century of Perse~ 
cution" this account, prominently placed on the edito
rial page and taking six columns, shows what excellent 
opportunities for publicity are occasioned by the com
memoration locally of anniversaries of Baha'i history. 

New Briefs 
a 

From the Pioneer Committee of the America::;: comes 
the following: uIn Tamabu, Guatemala, a sman town 
with mostly Indian population, we talked of the fund a 
little and they seemed especially intrigued with the 
idea that they could help to build the House of Worship 
in Panama. We found a can to collect a fund. No one 
had any money that day, though. The next day they 
elected an elderly woman as treaSUrer - she'll guard 
the money well. The greatest thing was that the In
dian ladies and children brought their pennies and we 
collected thirty-one cents for the Panama Temple fund. 
They were so proud and so were we," 

o 
Gwen Venus and Shirley Charters, of New Zealand, 

attended United Nations seminars held in Auckland, 
aims of which were to encourage freedom of speech as 
never before in New Zealand and to discuss Human 
Rights and the Maori people. At one meeting Gwen was 
able to give the Baha'i view, quoting from Baha'u'
llah's words on the oneness of mankind. She suggested 
that since it is now a widely accepted fact that the old 
taws, orders, economies and even ideals Dn which the 
world has based its stability are gone, thought and 
action should be based on the fact that "the earth is one 
country and mankind its citizens. rt Mter the meeting 
some of the speakers and guests came forward for 
further discussion. 

~~ 

... -..... f 
Spiritu~I Assembly of BaM'is of Omaha. Nebr(ts'ka. whose 
Tecent mcorpoTatio-n., the first in. the State, fulfliled a gool of 
the- Nine Year P~an. Left to right, standing: Waltn- Steig~ 
(chairma.~). Mrs, A-n-na Gibson. M1'S. Adelaide Turner, Mf':!. 
Jane Steiger (secretary), Mrs. Jean.ne Yancy, Mrs. Kathleen. 
Station (vice chairman), Mrs. Marcia Horton; seated: Mrs: 
DOTeene Brown (treasurer), Mrs. Edna Atkins. 

Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is oj Santa. Fe County, New 
Mexico fOTmed at Ri4vdn 1968. Lett to right, seated: VictOT1,l 
Ah.,ends, Carl Ewing (Treasurer), David Wade (vice ChaiT
man), Sharon Ewing (corresponding sec-retary); standing: 
Neva Jean Nothwang (cooinnan) , Roberta Wade (recording 
secretary), Arlette Keir, EmHie Staq/~NanC1l Greenman. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Burma announced that the new friends of Layde Vil
lage have recently acquired a building site (76 feet 
x .t!OO feet) in their village. Materials required for 
building their new I:Ia~iratu'I-Quds are being collected, 
The friends of Layde Village plan to complete the new 
building wi thin th e next few months. 

Correction 
BAHA'i NEWS for July 1958 p. 16 cites the Chinese 

World as telling of the election of Vidor Tom to the 
local Spiritual Assembly of Santa Barbara, California. 
The account was in error as Mr. Tom originally of 
Santa Barbara has been elected to membership of the 
local Assembly of San Francisco, California. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly 01 the United States, as a news 
organ reporting current activities of the Baha'i world community. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee, Managing Editor; Mrs. Eunice 
Braun. International Editor; Miss Charlotte Linfoot. National Spiritual Assemb1y Representative: Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee. 

Material must be received by the twenty-fifth of the second month preceding date 01 issue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Office, 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, Illinois 60091, U,S,A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Center, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 60091. 
Changes received by the 15th of the month will take effect in the next month's mai1in,-. 
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From Ciallipoli to the Most Cireat Prison 
Message from the Universal House of Justice to Palermo 

To the Hands of the Cause of God and the Baha'i 
Friends Assembled in Palermo, Sicily at the FiTst 
Baha'i Oceanic. Conference, 

Dearly-loved Friends, 

THE EVENT WHICH we commemorate at this 
first Baha?i Oceanic Conference is unique. Nei

ther the migration of Abraham from Ur of the Chaldees 
to the region of Aleppo, nor the journey of Moses 
towards the Promised Land, nor the flight into Egypt of 
Mary and Joseph with the infant Jesus, nor yet the 
Hegira of Mu1).ammed can compare with the voyage 
made by God's Supreme Manifestation one hundred 
years ago from Gallipoli to the Most Great Prison. 
Baha'u'llah's voyage was forced upon Him by the two 
despots who were His chief adversaries in a determined 
attempt to extirpate once and for all His Cause, and the 
decree of His fourth banishment came when the tide of 
His prophetic utterance was in full flood. The procla
mation of His Message to mankind had begun; the sun 
of His majesty had reached its zenith and, as attested 
by the devotion of His followers, the respect of the 
population and the esteem of officials and the represen
taU ves of foreign powers, His ascendancy had become 
manifest. At such a time He was confronted with the 
decree of final exile to a remote, .obscure and pestilen
tial outpost of the decrepit Turkish empire. 

Baha'u'llah knew, better than His royal persecutors, 
the magnitude of the criSis, with all its potentiality for 
disaster, which confronted Him. Consigned to a prison 
cell, debarred from access to those to whom His Mes
sage must be addressed~ cut off from His followers save 
for the handful who were to accompany Him, and 
deprived even of association with them, it was apparent 
that by aU earthly standards the ship of His Cause must 
founder. His mission wither and die. 

But it was the Lord of Hosts with Whom they were 
dealing. Knowing the sufferings which faced Him His 
one thought was to instil confidence and forti tude in to 

His followers, to whom He immediately despatched 
sublime Tablets asserting the power of His Cause to 
overcome all opposition. HShould they attempt to con
ceal its light on the continent," is one of His powerful 
utterances on this theme? Hit will assuredly rear its 
head in the midmost heart of the ocean, and raising its 
voice, proclaim: 'I am the lifegiver of the world!'" All 
the afflictions which men could heap up.on Him were 
thrown back from the rock of His adamantine will like 
spray from the .ocean. His patient submission to the 
affronts of men, His fortitude, His divine genius trans
formed the somber notes of disaster into the diapason 
of triumph. At the nadir of His worldly fortunes He 
raised His standard of victory above the Prison City 
and poured forth upon mankind the healing balm of His 
laws and ordinances revealed in His Most Holy Book. 
"Until .out time," comments 'Abdu'l-Baha, uno such 
thing has ever occurred." 

The Part We M usl Play 

Contemplating this awe-inspiring, supernal episode, 
we may obtain a clearer understanding of our own 
times, a more confident view of their outcome and a 
deeper apprehension of the part we are called upon to 
play. That the violent disruption which has seized the 
entire planet is beyond the ability of men to assuage, 
unaided by God's revelati.on, is a truth repeatedly and 
forcibly set forth in our Writings. The old order cannot 
be repaired; it is being rolled up before our eyes. The 
moral decay and disorder convulsing human society 
must nUl their course; we can neither arrest nor divert 
them. 

Our task is to build the Order of Baha'u'lhlh. Unde
Heeted by the desperate expedients of those who seek to 
subdue the storm convulsing human life by political, 
economic, social or educational programs, let us, with 
single-minded devotion and concentrating all our 
efforts on our objective, raise His Divine System and 
sheltered within its impregnable stronghold, safe from 
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The Passing of Hand of the Cause Mr. Tarazu'liah Samandari . . 
HAVE CABLED NSA PERSIA "WITH SORROWFUL 
HEARTS ANNOUNCE PASSING [September 21 HAND 
CAUSE GOD SHIELD HIS FAITH DEARLY LOVED TARA
ZULLAH SAMANDARI NINETYTHIRD YEAR HIS LIFE 
ON MORROW COMMEMORATION CENTENARY BAHA'U'
LLAB'S ARRIVAL HOLY LAND, FAITHFUL TO LAST 
BREATH INSTRUCTIONS HIS LORD HIS MASTER HIS 
GUARDIAN HE CONTINUED SELFLESS DEVOTED SER
VICE UNABATED UNTIL FALLING ILL DURING RECENT 
TEACHING MISSION. UNMINDFUL ILLNESS HE PRO
CEEDED HOLY LAND PARTICIPATE CENTENARY. EVER 
REMEMBERED HEARTS BELIEVERS EAST WEST TO 
WHOSE LANDS HE TRAVELLED BEARING MESSAGE 
HIS LORD WHOSE COMMUNITIES HE F AITHFULL Y 
SERVED THIS PRECIOUS REMNANT HEROIC AGE WHO 

the darts of doubtfulness, demonstrate the Baha'i way 
of life. Wherever a Baha'i community exists, whether 
large or small, let it be distinguished for its abiding 
sense of security and faith, its high standard of recti
tudet its complete freedom from all forms of prejudice, 
the spirit of love among its members and for the closely 
knit fabric of its social life. The acute distinction 
between this and present day society will inevitably 
arouse the interest of the more enlightened, and as the 
world's gloom deepens the light of Baha', life will shine 
brighter and brighter until its brilliance must eventual· 
ly attract the disillusioned masses and cause them to 
enter the haven of the Covenant of Baha'u'llah, Who 
alone can bring them peace and justice and an ordered 
life. 

Befitting Scene for Rrst Oceanic Conference 

The great sea, on one of whose chief islands you are 
now gathered, within whose hinterland and islands 
have flourished the Jewish, the Christian and Ishimic 
civilizations is a befitting scene for the first Oceanic 
Baha'i Conference. Two milleniums ago, in this arena, 
the disciples of Christ performed such deeds of heroism 
and self-sacrifice as are remembered to this day and 
are forever enshrined in the annals of His Cause. A 
thousand years later the lands bordering the southern 
and western shores of this sea witnessed the glory of 
Islam's Golden Age. 

In the day of the Promised One this same sea achieved 
eternal fame through its association with the Heroic and 
Formative Ages of His Cause. It bore upon its bosom 
the King of Kings Himself; the Center of His Covenant 
crossed and recrossed it in the course of His epoch
making journeys to the West, during which He left the 
indelible imprint of His presence upon European and 
Mrican lands; the Sign of God on earth frequently 
journeyed upon it. It enshrines within its depths the 
mortal remains of the Hand of the Cause of God 
Dorothy Baker and around its shores lies the dust of 
apostles, martyrs and pioneers. FortY-Six Knights of 
Baha'u'llah are identified with seven of its islands and 
five of its territories. Through such and many other 
episodes, Mediterranean lands-ancient home of civili
zations-have been endowed with spiritual potentiality 
to dissolve the encrustations of those once glorious but 

ATTAINED PRESENCE BLESSED BEAUTY YEAR HIS 
ASCENSION NOW LAID REST FOOT MOUNTAIN GOD 
AMIDST THRONG BELIEVERS ASSEMBLED VICINITY 
VERY SPOT BAHA'U'LLAH FIRST TROD THESE SACRED 
SHORES. REQUEST ALL NATIONAL ASSEMBLIES HOLD 
MEMORIAL SERVICES INCLUDING FOUR MOTHER 
TEMPLES BAHA'I WORLD BEFITTING LONG LIFE 
DEDICATED EXEMPLARY SERVICE LORD HOSTS BY 
ONE ASSURED CENTER COVENANT LOVING WELCOME 
PRESENCE BAHA'U'LLAH ABHA KINGDOM. EXTEND 
LOVING SYMPATHY ASSURANCE PRAYERS MEMBERS 
DISTINGUISHED FAMILY." PLEASE HOLD MEMORIAL 
SERVICES AS REQUESTED, 

- THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
September 3, 1968 

now moribund social orders and to radiate once again 
the light of Divine guidance. 

Through dedicated, heroic and sacrificial deeds dur
ing the course of the beloved Guardian's ministry. the 
Faith of Baha.'u'llilh was established in this area. Eight 
pillars of the Universal House of Justice were raised, 
the first of an even larger number to be established now 
and during the course of future plans, to include, as en
visioned by Shoghi Effendi. National Spiritual Assem
blies in major islands of that historic sea. 

Engender Dynamic for Overwhelming Victory 

The timing of such exciting developments is depen. 
dent upon the outcome of the Nine Year Plan. At this 
midway point of that Plan, although great strides have 
been made, more than half the goals are still to be won. 
The greatest deficiencies are in the opening of new 
centers where Baha'is reside and the formation of local 
spiritual assemblies, which inevitably affects the abili~ 
ty to establish national spiritual assemblies. A drama· 
tic upsurge of teaching-effective teaching-is neces
sary to make up the leeway; pioneers are needed. 
teachers must travel, funds must be provided. It is our 
hope that there will be engendered at this Conference, 
through your enthusiasm, prayers and spirit of devo
tion, a great spiritual dynamic to reinforce that grand 
momentum which, mounting steadily during the next 
four years, must carry the community of the Most 
Great Name to overwhelming victory in 1973. 

Dear Friends; within a few short days the observanCt!' 
of the Centenary of Baha'u'llah's arrival in the Holy 
Land will take place. The hearts and minds of the 
entire Baha'i world will be focused on the Most Holy 
Shrine, where those privileged to attend this comme~ 
moration will circumambulate that Holy Spot and raise 
their prayers to the Lord of the Age. Let them remem
ber their fellow~believers at home and supplicate from 
the depths of their souls for such bounties and favors to 
descend upon the friends of God everywhere as to 
cause them to rise as one man to demQnstrate their 
love for Him Who suffered for them, by such deeds of 
sacrifice and devotion as shall outshine the deeds of the 
past and sweep away every obstacle from the onward 
march of the Cause of God. 
August 1968 With ~oving Baha'i greetings, 

THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

,-
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Sicily Greets First Oceanic Conference 

Over 2300 Baha'Is Attend Palermo Sessions Before Visiting Holy Land 

SICILY, AN ISLAND of stone mountains and trop
ical splendor overlooking the blue Mediterranean 

Sea became the setting of the first Oceanic Conference, 
the Baha'i Mediterranean Conference August 23, 24, 25, 
1968~ Marking an unprecedented meeting for the Medi
terranean island, Palermo received more than 2,300 
Baha'is from 67 countries, many in their varicolored 
native garb. By plane, boat and train they came from 
every land and island - Eskimos, Africans, Austral
ians, North, Central and South Americans, ASians, 
Europeans and many, many more joined in this his
toric Conference. This Conference was a prelude to the 
visit to the Holy Land on the occasion of the Centen ary 
of Baha'u'llahJs arrival in 'Akka on August 31, 1868. 

Baha'is began arriving in Palermo on August 22nd 
filling all available hotel space in the city. 175 Persians 
arrived from Piraeus, Greece on a chartered liner 
which served as a hotel during the Conference. Moving 
to the Port of Haifa, they will return to Piraeus where 
the friends will reboard to return to Iran. A family from 
northern Ireland sailed on a 3l1-foot Bermuda cutter. 

Scene of the Conference 

Large yellow and red signs on the city's buildings 
directed them to Fiera del Mediterraneo in the eastern 
part of the city where the Conference was held in a 
large exposition hall, seating 4,000 people. In other 
buildings On the exposition grounds a bank, a post 
office, and a child care center were operated for the 
courtesy and convenience of the Baha'is in attendance. 
The back of the Conference Hall contained a book sales 
table where 'lides of the Holy Land, a new map of 
Bahit'u'lIa.h's journey and a book of the Holy Places 
prepared by the Universal House of Justice were on 
sale, as well as other Baha'i literature. Provisions were 
available for simultaneous translation of the Confer
ence from English to Italian, Spanish, Persian, German 
and French. The basement of the Conference Hall 
housed a room for registration and other activities, 
including a graphic display of a future publication on 
Baha'u'llah's journey. 

Across the street from the Conference Hall the friends 
could enjoy refreshments in an outdoor snack bar or 
have 1unch among the trees at the restaurant. Palermo 
is a large city of over 600,000 and although there were 
local buses and taxis for transportation, the committee 
arranged for special buses to transport the friends to 
and from their hotels and the exposition grounds four 
times each day. These special tour buses - about 25-
created quite a stir with their special Baha'i Mediter
ranean Conference signs. Townspeople were drawn to 
the Conference site and the bus drivers were found in 
conversaHon during the day with many of the Baha'is. 

The Unity Fe.st 

The Unity Feast was held on Thursday evening, 
August 22nd with some 1,750 of the friends in attend-

ance. Professor Alessandro Bausani Chairman of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Italy; welcomed every
one to the historic Mediterranean Conference and 
noted the bounty of having ten Hands of the Ca~se of 
God in attendance. He' spoke of the difference between 
this time an~ the time of Baha'u'llith's journey, quoting 
from Shoghl Effendi on the rigors of Bahil'u'llah's 
journey. He also compared the spirit of the believers 
journeying with Bah3'u'llah to the spirit that will be 
generated by this Conference and how it would flow out 
to the whole Mediterranean area and to Europe. 

Groups of friends from each of the 67 countries 
represented were introduced and welcomed. 

Mr. William Sears, Hand of the Cause, spoke on 
'4This Day of God". He emphaSized that the believers 
did not seem to rea1ize the power waiting in reServe to 
assist in every endeavor. The believers have only to 
call upon it. He said the Baha'is should rejoice that 
they had heard of the Faith in this world of tormoil and 
be concerned about what could be done for the Faith. 

He traced the travels of Baha'u'llah and told what 
would be seen in the Holy Land. He asked the friends 
while they visit the places in the Holy Land to think 
about what they can do now to generate a new impulse 
to make the world know about the Faith, to conquer the 
goals of the countries around the Mediterranean to 
assist the pioneering effort, and to think about' the 
bounties we have that are not yet shared with the 
world. 

Special Greetings from the Holy Land 
The opening session of the Conference on Friday 

morning found more Baha'is in attendance. The Chair
man introduced the ten Hands of the Cause of God 
seated on the platform, which was flanked with ferns 
under a huge Greatest Name. Dr. Ugo Giachery, the 
Representative of the House of Justice? brought special 
greetings from the Universal House of Justice to this 
historic Conference. He compared today to the time of 
the Crusades when they went from Palermo to conquer 
'Akkil in the hopes of bringing the spirit back to this 
land of Sicily. The Baha'i, going to 'Akka have brought 
the spirit here to Palermo with this Conference. 

Dr. Giachery read the message to the Conference 
sent by the Universal House of Justice. The friends 
were all provided with copies of this message, 

Historic Journey Recounted 

Hand of the Cause, Mr. Faizi traced Baha'u'llah's 
journey for the friends, giving many accounts of early 
believers in service to Baha'u'llah and the sacrifices 
they made to journey with and assist Him. Today we 
have the opportunity to spread the Word of God 
throughout the world, Think what could happen if the 
2,000 Baha'is at the Conference would come away from 
the World Center and raise the call of Ya Bahoi'u'l
Abha in all parts of the world. 



4 

An introduction was made of all the members of the 
Continental Boards of Counsellors who were present. 

Palermo Offici. Is Welcomed 

A public meeting was held on Saturday night at 
Teatro del Parco di Villa Castelnuovo. In the outdoor 
theatre among the jasmine trees, Professor Bausani 
spoke on the Bahali Faith to an audience of Baha'is and 
nan-Baha'is including the officials of the city of Paler
mo. 

Highlighting the August 24th morning session was the 
presentation of the Governor of the province of Paler
mo, His Excellency Dr. Ravalli, by Hand of the Cause 
Dr. Giachery. The Governor extended warm regards 
and words of welcome, saying liMy heart is very much 
like Baha'i. This day will not be forgotten." The Gover~ 
nor receiVed with appreciation a copy of The Proclama· 
lion of Bahli 'u'U<ih. 

This Day of Justice 

The chairman of the session, Mr. Erik Blumenthal, 
Counsellor of the Continental Board for Europe, then 
presented Hand of the Cause Mr. Haney who addressed 
the friends on the world-wide Proclamation Campaign. 
He emphasized the significance of this Day of Justice, 
reiterating the statement of the Universal House of 
Justice that the purpose of Baha'u'IJa.h's Message was 
the unity of the human race. He continued his reference 
to the Messages of the Universal House of Justice, 
saying iiOther plans are to be launched continually 
until mankind is enlisted under the banner of Baha 'u'l-
13.h.!p Mr. Haney, emphasizing Baha'i responsibility, 
stated that our primary duty now is to aid the Faith to 
emerge from obscurity. He stressed 'iWe are not alone 
or helpless," indicating that we draw strength from 
each other and from the power of the administrative 
order. 

Marking the progress of introducing the Faith to 
religious and governmental officials, Mr. Haney stated 
that as of August 18th, 109 of the world's religious and 
governmental leaders had been presented, directly or 
indirectly. copies of The Proclamation of Baha'u'Hah. 
Though the responses have run from very cordial to 
cordial, Mr. Haney stressed that these leaders will not 
bring the Faith to mankind; rather, it is the Baha'is 
who, through their responsibility. have their "rendez
vous with destiny". Alluding to a Goethe quotation, he 
mentioned widespread doubts and fears. He stated 
Baha'is must find people in every stratum who have 
doubts - doubts in everything and faith in nothing. 

Element. 01 Prodamation 

Mr. Haney gave as the most important elements of 
proclamation: recognition of what powerful weapons 
Baha 'u'llah has placed in OUr hands to wage the cam
paigns which lie ahead; the consequences of mankind's 
failure to heed the call of God - not only at the time it 
was first raised by Baha'u'lIab, but also in the interven
ing period and especially now when the world is faced 
with such grave dangers that many people fear human
ity may not survive at all. A third point stressed the 
recognition of ultimate goals toward which we are 
working, and the fourth, the guidance given us by 
'Abdu'J-Baha, the Guardian, and currently the Univer
sal House of Justice. Mr. Haney pointed up the dichot-
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omy oI statements of the key figures of the Faith and 
the Umversal House of Justice - on one hand giving 
words of warning and on the other, words of promise of 
fulfillment in this Dayof God. He illustrated through 
the Messages to the Kmgs how the twin elements are 
presented: He referred to The Promised Day Is Come 
as the BIble of proclam a tion. 

Mr. Haney's talk was interrupted several times by a 
clamorous thtUlderstorm - remarkable weather for Pa
lermo's summer. He continued his speech and eIabo
rat~d on the twin processes in ~ontemporary human 
socIety, one destructive of time-honored but outworn 
institutions and traditions; the other constructive in 
providing a pattern of a new world order. Mr. Haney 
stated that in the midst of this turbulent age only the 
Baha'is look forward hopefully to the future for only 
they can perceive the cause of the contemporary tur. 
moils. 

Programs Cited 

Also featured on the day's program were statements 
on proclamation by American, Swiss, and British re
presentatives. Thomas Anaquod, an Indian believer 
and member of the Canadian National Spiritual Assem
bly, explained the Canadian campaign since February 
- the presentation of The Proclamation of Baha.'u'Uci:h 
to heads of all provincial governments, special news. 
paper adVertisements, proclamation meetings, and 
varied means of contact with individuals and the public, 
the clergy and the governmental officials. 

Mr. Arthur Dahl of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the United States presented the report for the U.S.A., 
elaboratmg on the purpose of proclamation and the 
varied means of reaching the public from·the Intercon
tinental Conference publicity to the presentation of 
proclamation publications to officials, to institutes and 
public meetings to spiraling local efforts. He pointed up 
special events and plans this year in the area of Human 
Rights, and cited the pamphlet Why OuT Cities Bv.rn as 
one which has been presented to governmental leaders. 

Phillip Hainsworth, member of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the B ri tish Isles, reported that through a 
recent inter-religious meeting at Westminster Abbey 
the Baha'i Faith was mentioned for the first time. 
Another highlight of the British effort was a radio 
broadcast "What Is the Baha'i Faith?" which went to 
all parts of the world. A human rights campaign 
similar to that of the United States and growing Jocal 
activity were other proclamation emphases. 

Mr. M. F. Lenz, representative of the Swiss Nationa1 
Spiritual Assembly, indicated Switzerland's present fi
nancial independence in its Baha'i activities, its coordi
nation of various committees which formerly worked 
separately, its cooperation with Austrian Baha'is, and 
its special attention to Baha'i schools and activities to 
attract youth. 

Reports from the Mediterranean 

The afternoon session of August 24th featured reports 
from Mediterranean areas: Austria, the British Isles, 
France. Germany, Italy, North Africa, North East 
Africa, North West Mrica, Spain. Lebanon and Turkey. 
A common call was given for prayers and for pioneers, 
citing growth toward goals in the Nine Year Plan in 
enrollments, acquisition of Temple sites and properties, 
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the enrichment of literature in various additional lan~ 
guages, and the acceleration of activities in deepening 
and teaching where conditions permit, 

The program closed with the reading of the Divine 
Plan and letters and writings of the Guardian related to 
the Mediterranean islands and territories. 

The Bah. 'i World T od.y 

On Sunday morning, August 25th Hand of the Cause 
Dr. Ugo Giachery spoke of '4The Baha'i World Commu
nity One Century after Baha'u'llah's Journey." Dr. 
Giachery, as Representative of the Universal House of 
Justice, contemplated the magnitude of the accom
plishments achieved by the Community of the Most 
Great Name as witness to the power of Baha'u'Uahts 
mighty Revelation. Foremost among these accomplish
ments is the birth and evolution of the Administrative 
Order, the nucleus and true pattern of the New World 
Order, and at its head the Universal House of Justice, 
the stupendous dome of an indestructible structure, 
resting on the pillars of 81 national spiritual assemblies 
throughout the world. Representation of the Faith in 314 
countries, in 32,000 localities where Baha'is reside, 
including 6,000 local spiritual assemblies and 26,000 
Baha'i groups attest to the awe-inspiring spread of the 
Faith during these past one hWldred years. as does the 
acquisition of 50 Temple sites and 62 national endow
ments, and the development of 12 permanent summer 
schOOls, 22 teaching institutes, and 71 educational 
schools. Also noteworthy among the accomplishments 
of this century are the representation of over 1,000 
races and tribes Wlited in brotherhood and one purpose 
in the Faith of Baha'u'llab, the pUblication of Baha'i 
literature in over 400 languages, and the establishment 
of 10 Publishing Trusts in both East and West which 
have raised the standards of Baha'i publications. 

Growing Recognition of the Faith 

Also stressed by Dr. Giachery was the growing pres
tige and recognition of the Faith evidenced by the 
achievement of incorporation within the laws of their 
respective countries of 56 of the 81 national spiritual 
assemblies, the latest of which is Spain, a country Dr. 
Giachery called the bedrock of Catholicism. Nearly 680 
local spiritual assemblies have also been incorporated. 
Twenty-three countries and 43 states of the United 
States now recognize the legality of Baha'i marriage, 
while 23 countries and 139 localities in 39 states recog
nize Baha'i Holy Days. Mention of the Faith and 
coverage of its activities by televiSion, radio and the 
press is increasing. In the first ten months of the 
Proclamation period at least one million pieces of free 
Baha'i literature have been distributed by Baha'is 
around the world. In West Germany alone, a BaM.'i 
publication revolving around the Frankfurt Intercontin
ental Conference has been distributed to 43,301 schools 
in that country. Representation, under the directives of 
the Universal House of Justice, to the United Nations is 
adding to the prestige of the Cause and allows for the 
establishment of cordial relations with official represen
tatives to that body. Dr. Giachery then turned to 
consideration of the World Center of the Faith, its 
infinite beauty, and its significance as the focal center 
around which are developing the worJd~irecting ad
ministrative institutions ordained by Baha'u'Uith - the 
Universal House of Justice; the Hands of the Cause of 
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God, one of the most precious asseb of the Baha ti 
world; the 135 Auxiliary Board members, rendering 
outstanding services, and the newly created Continental 
Boards of Counsellors who have already assumed their 
sacred responsibilities. 

In conclusion, Dr. Giachery exhorted us to turn our 
grateful hearts in thought to the selfless deeds of those 
who have preceded us and made it possible for us to 
witness the greatness and triumph of the Cause of 
Baha'u'llah which will rule man's destiny for the next 
5000 centuries. 

The Panama Temple 

Following Dr. Giachery's presentation, a representa
tive of the National Spiritual Assembly of Panama 
related the inspiring story of the progress of plans and 
construction of the Panama Temple in the face of a 
series of seemingly insurmountable difficulties, attribu
ting assurance of its continued progress to the infallible 
guidance of the Universal House of Justice and the 
support of every believer. 

As this historic Conference moved to its climax, Hand 
of the Cause Enoch Olinga. informing the gathering 
that at that very moment the members of the Universal 
House of Justice were supplicating at the Shrine of 
Baha'u'llah for the fruits of thb Conference, called for 
those present to seize with both hands this God-given 
opportunity to proclaim the Message of Baha'u'llah and 
to vow that the months ahead would be the zenith. the 
crowning point of our lives. In a stirring call to reded
ication and sacrifice he urged those present to relate 
themselves to the as yet unachieved goals of the Nine 
Year Plan in the areas of pioneering, travel-teaching 
and increased contribution to the Baha'i Funds. 

Rospo",. to Three-Fold Appeal 
At this crucial moment of decision-making, Mr. Olin

ga announced the decision by the House of Justice to 
extend the use of the International Deputization Fund 
to include assistance to national teaching projects, in 
support of traveling teachers and pioneers for the 
attainment of Nine Year Plan goals to be submitted by 
national spiritual assem hUes and approved by the Uni
versal House- of Justice. 

Mr. Olinga pointed out that 225 pioneers were still 
needed, and he called upon the participants of this first 
Oceanic Conference to arise to answer the call of the 
Universal House of Justice to fill these goals. More than 
125 believers arose to answer that call. eliciting a 
joyous response of applause and singing from the 
assembled friends and expressions of loving gratitude 
from the Hands. 

Dr. Giachery, reminding the friends of the three 
facets of participation, and the extension of the use of 
the International Deputization Fund, then called for 
those who could volunteer as traveling teachers. and 
again more than 100 friends arose to answer this calL 

At this time also an appeal for contributions to the 
International Fund was made as a means for those to 
participate who could not leave their homes, and im
mediately hundreds of the believers made their way to 
tables designated for this purpose. 

Two of the beloved Hands, greatly moved by this 
three-fold expression of willingness to serve embraced 
exclaiming "Victory! Victory!" for truly the prayers of 
the Universal House of Justice were answered. 
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3500 Year History 01 'AHa 
The major address of Sunday afternoon by Hand of 

the Cause Mr. Furutan was on the subject of Baha'u'
Hili's Ministry in the Holy Land. Mr. Furutan began 
with an outline of the 3,500 year history of 'Akka. The 
fortress-city was mentioned in many of the holy books 
of the Christian and MuJ:lammadan Faiths. According 
to one Muslem tradition I'He that hath been bitten by 
one of the fleas of 'Akka is better in the estimation of 
God than he who hath received a grievous blow in the 
path of God." Baha'u'llah wrote that IAkka was said to 
be "the most desolate of the cities of the world, the 
most unsightly in appearance, the most detestable in 
climate, and the foulest in water." 

The Blessed Beauty was condemned to perpetual 
incarceration in the prison city in order to break His 
will and end His influence. Baha'u'llah responded by re
newed proclamation. 

It was here that many of His most important writ
ings, including the Kitab-i-Aqdas, were revealed and 
the flame of His Light burned most brightly. Now when 
Sultan (Aziz is dead and forgotten, thousands of Baha'is 
gather to celebrate the victory of his Victim. "Chains 

World Council of Churches Meeting in 

Sweden - Backdrop for Proclamation 

"That the Cau.se associated with. the name of 
Bahti'u'll<ih feeds itself upon those hidden springs of 
celestial stTength which no fOTce of human personality, 
whateveT its glamour, can replace; that its reliance is 
solely upon that mystic SouTce with which. no worldly 
advantage, be it wealth, fame, OT learning can com
pare; that it pTopagates itself by ways mysteTious and 
utterly at variance with the standaTds accepted by the 
geneTality of mankind, will, if not already appaTent, 
become increasingly manifest as it forges ahead to
wards fresh conquests in its struggle for the spiritual 
regeneration of mankind. ,'. 

These "hidden springs," along with the purposive
ness of the Swedish Baha'is, combined to make over 
2,000 people from eighty countries aware of the Faith of 
Baha'u'llah during the meeting of the World CounciJ of 
Churches in Uppsala, Sweden, which opened July 4, 
1968. Winston Evans, of Nashville, Tennessee, unofficial 
observer at Uppsala attending at the request of the 
Universal House of Justice, assisted the Swedish friends 
in an all-out Proclamation of the Faith of Bahft'u'llfth 
that included two public meetings and considerable 
publicity. A systematic program to implement this 
Proclamation was initiated as follows: 

(1) Newspaper publicity and ads for eight successive 
days with (lChrist and Baha'u'llah" as a lecture theme. 

(2) Prestige feature story in the most conspicuous 
spot in an Uppsala newspaper, calling attention given 
to the Faith in America by noted journalists George 
Cornell (A.P.), Dave Meade (Chicago Daily News), and 
Dan Thrapp (Los Angeles Times). 

(3) Invitations to 2,000 World Council delegates, ad
visors, observers, members of the press, youth partici
pants and others, to attend one of the two meetings. 

.-. ---
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did not prevent this Cause; imprisonment did not 
become a barrier ... From the beginning of the world 
never before has the Cause of God been proclaimed so 
openly." We too, the present day followers of Baha'u'
llah, must thrive and proclaim in the face of adversity. 

Prayer in Vietnamese Clo$es Conference 

The conclusion of the Sunday session and of the entire 
Conference was befittingly glorious. Two believers from 
the war-torn nation of Vietnam, by traveling day and 
night, arrived in time to help close the Conference with 
a beautiful prayer in yet another tongue. In closing the 
Conference, Professor Bausani of Italy told of some of 
the off-stage bounties. Sicilians had told him that 
"Palermo will not be the same as before after this 
Conference." Five drivers of buses serving the Confer~ 
enee site had asked Hand of the Cause Dr. Ugo Giachery 
UWhy don't you build the Temple right here now?" 
Professor Bausani concluded with tbanks to the be
lievers whose devoted work made the Conference a 
success and special thanks to Baha 'u 'llah for the spiri
tual bounties showered upon us. 

(A Report of the Commemoration at the World Center will 
be published in the next issue ot Baha'i News) 

(4) A beautiful poster with a picture of the Shrine of 
the Bah, designed in Belgium, was placed at strategic 
locations throughout the city. 

Since no "free" night was available to the Council 
delegates, it was evident that attendance at the meet· 
ings would not he drawn from this source. However, the 
invitations themselves served as proclamation pieces. 
They included a picture of the Shrine of the Bab, an 
excerpt from the Tablet to the Pope, a copy of the 
pamphlet prepared for this occasion, Mani/estation
Not Incarnation~ and a copy of the Dave Meade story 
from the Chicago Daily News entitled: "Baha'i Faith 
Fourth World Religion Based in Holy Land." 

An interesting development concerned a huge board, 
about ten feet high, in the main corridor leading to Lle 
large hall where the plenary sessions were held. Any
one was free to write notices on it. This suggested an 
opportunity to a new member of the Uppsala Baha'i 
Community who had recently left the theological semi
nary to embrace the Faith. Since he was serving the 
delegates as a bus driver and steward, he was able to 
write at the top of the board: uBaha'u'llah." Under
neath this he wrote: "Soon will the present day order be 
rolled up and a new one spread out in its stead." And 
"0 ye who art waiting, tarry no longer for He is come. It 
Immediately many people gathered around the board. 
The next day a CBS camera man in London photo
graphed it, stating that he expected the pictures would 
be included in both Britain and the U.S. on one of two 
major religious programs. An Uppsala newspaper fan a 
photo of the board showing the quotation. 

Altogether the combined efforts of the Baha'is ac
comp1ished a worldwide proclamation of the Faith of 
Baha'u'llah, which, while not huge numerically, was 
broad in scope, reaching representatives from many 
parts of the world that are sometimes difficult for the 
Faith to penetrate. In addition, personal contact was 
made with many world religious leaders and members 
of the press. 
·Warld Order oj Bana'u'[ltih, pp. 51-2. 
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VOLUNTEERS HELP AT WORLD 

CENTER 

Almost a week before the influx of believers from the 
Palermo Conference, a group of volunteers-most of 
them youth-gathered in the Ho]y Land at the invita
tion of the Universal House of Justice to act as guides 
and helpers. Most of them came from European and 
North Mrican countries-Ethiopia, Angola, Italy, 
France, Luxembourg, Denmark, Germany, Belgium, 
Sweden, England, Eire, and Turkey-but there were 
also contingents from Persia and the United States. 

Shortly after their arrival they were taken on a brief 
visit to the Holy Places, ending with a visit to Bahji 
where they met the Universal House of Justice. After
ward they joined the Universal House of Justice at the 
Most Holy Shrine for prayers for the success of the 
Mediterranean Conference at Palermo. 

The helpers were then assigned to teams having 
responsibility for such things as registration and guid
ing on Pilgrimage buses and at the Holy Places. Each 
team was further divided into shifts so that the various 
posts would be covered roughly from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

The loving spirit, the energetic enthusiasm and the 
pOise of these young people were apparent and made a 
favorable impression on all with whom they came in 
contact. The helpers themselves were greatly im
pressed by their visits to the Holy Places, and were 
deeply conscious of the grea t bounty of being able to 
serve, even for a brief time, at the World Center of 
their Faith. 

Following are SOme of the impressions of the volun
teers: 

"I feel very deeply that the time spent here in Haifa 
may well be, second only to the time I became a Baha'i, 
the most important turning point in my life. , , sO much 
confidence have I gained in myself from the opportuni
ties of sharing, in a small way, the responsibilities that 
go with running the World Center, and sO much love for 
mankind have I gained from being inspired. , .It 

"To pray in the Shrines is by far the greatest spiri
tual feast . , ," 

"It is impossible for me to write down my feelings, It 
is spiritual and it can't be explained by words." 

"Slides of the Holy Land will never be just beautiful 
slides again-1 shall be ahle to relate to them all." 

"I am happy to be a part of the Baha'i Center and I 
do feel a part of it, I am thrilled to be able to be of 
service to the visiting Baha'is." 

7 

The voluntee"J's met the members of the Universal HO'U.se of 
Justice at the" Mansion of Bahd'u'!tah at Bahjt 

The voluntee1's approach. the Sh.rine of Bahd.'u'lhih at Bahji. 
Mr. John Wade (in front) of the World Center staff was in 
charge of anangements. 

• Amatu'l-Bahci: RulJ.iyyih lQldnum invited the voluntee-rs to an 
evening at the Master's House, 

-.-
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Explanation of the Emblem of the Greatest Name 
by 

Hand of the Cause Abu'I-Qasim Fai.1 

The identity of the Greatest Name, a mystery con
cealed from time immemorial "behind the mystic veil" 
and preserved in the treasure house of the knowledge of 
God, was to be revealed and manifested to men's eyes 
at its appointed time in accordance with the Divine 
Plan, like the other manifold and basic truths of the 
New Age. Allusions had been made to it by the Messen
gers of old, under the impact of Whose Revelations, 
man made spiritual progress and gradually attained a 
clearer understanding of its hidden meanings. Like a 
brilliant sun wrapt in clouds. the Greatest Name re
mained hidden and unknown. Those who longed to 
catch a glimpse of its splendor drew close, but enjoyed 
only a dim vision of its radiance. Throughout past 
centuries. in accordance with the inscrutable wisdom of 
God's progressive revelation of truth, the veils re
mained until gradually. one by one, they were removed 
from this precious and all-embracing Name. 

Anticipated in Past Reli9ions 
The eager followers of past religions, in their deep 

desire to witness a flickering of the approaching majes
tic dawn, found that the new Name of the Great One to 
come meant "light", "splendor" and "glory". The 
followers of Krishna, for instance, expected His return 
under the name of "Vishnu Yasha", which in Sanskrit 
means "Glory of Godll

• The last chapter of the Shrimad 
Bhagwad of the Hindu Scripture states: "Vishnu Yasha 
will possess great energy, intelligence and prowess ... 
He win restore order and peace in this world ... Man 
in general win begin to honor and practice truth. lJ 1 

One of the Baha'i scholars in the Middle East, whose 
father had formerly superintended a Buddhist Temple, 
and who was himself well·versed in the writings of that 
Faith, told me that many times he had read the entire 
Gospel of Buddha in Sanskrit, every word of which he 
had understood with the exception of the meaning of a 
word composed of "B", "H" and "An, which occasion
ally appears in Buddhist Scripture. When he learned of 
the Baha'i Faith, the mystery was solved. The letters, 
joined together, formed the name of "Baha". 

The references by Buddh a are exceptionally clear. 
Ananda, one of His disciples, asked Him, HWho shall 
teach us when Thou are gone'?" Buddha replied in 
these clear terms: "I am not the first Buddha who came 
upon earth, nor shall I be the last. In due time another 
Buddha will arise. . He shall reveal to you the same 
eternal truths which I have taught you. He will preach 
to you His religion, glorious in its origin, glorious at the 
climax and g1orious at the goal, in the spirit and in 
the letter."::!: 

It is most interesting to note that in Buddhist Scrip
ture, particularly in the Amitayus. Sutra, clear refer
ence is made to "AMITABHA" as the "Infinite Light of 
Revelation", "the Unbounded Light" and the "Source 
of wisdom. of virtue and of Buddhahood". When giving 
the qualities of a "true follower" Buddha stated that it 
was he who "relies with his heart upon Amitabha . 
the unbounded Light of Truth." 3 

The Jewish mystics knew of the significance of the 
two letters "S" and "H" and attached much impor
tance to them. Their spiritual 1eaders and philosophers 
wrote commentaries and drew the attention of seeking 
souls to these letters. There is a legend among the Jews 
about Solomon's Seal. a Seal said to have carried the 
Greatest Name from which it reputedly derived its 
power over all creation, including the animal world. 

In Isaiah, we read, " ... Lebanon is ashamed and 
hewn down; Sharon is like a wilderness; and Bashan 
and Carmel shake off their fruits."4 Isaiah also says, 
" ... The glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the 
excellency of Carmel and Sharon; they shall see the 
glory of the Lord and the excellence of OUr God." ~ It is 
interesting to compare this last verse with its Arabic 
version which, when translated literally into English, 
reads as follows: "God will render to Lebanon its glory; 
the Baha of Carmel and Sharon shall be manifested. 
and they shall see the glory of God, the Baha of Qur 
Lord. "6 When Jesus spoke to the Jews who were 
familiar with these terms, He therefore told them that 
He would return "in the glory of the Father." 

As the Islamic Faith immediately preceded the New 
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Day, followers of IsI.am found that the veils covering 
this hidden treasurer had become more diaphanous, 
allowing the heavenly rays of light to penetrate deeper, 
and to reveal in sharper detail the reality of this 
mystery. Explicit references had been made to the 
Greatest Name, and as the seekers found clear indica
tions of these references, they became encouraged to 
persevere in their search. 

The words of the Imams and divines of Islam served 
to draw the longing souls to the fountainhead of true 
knowledge, There is a very powerful prayer which the 
Sbi'ih Muslims chant as a dawn prayer during the 
month of the fast. The faithful believer awakens at 
dawn to catch the melody of its tune as it is chanted 
from the minarets of mosques or, in these days, is 
broadcast from the radio stations. In introducing this 
prayer, Imam Rida has said, "I swear by God that the 
Greatest Name is found in this prayer. Had you known 
this, you would have fought with swords to possess this 
prayer. "1 The opening words of this prayer read as 
follows: "0 God! My God! I beseech Thee by Thy 
Baha, Thy Bahll. in its entirety. I beseech Thee by all 
Thy Baha. .". The prayer then goes on mentioning 
other Names of God including "Beauty", j'Splendor", 
and all the Names which are a part of the Baha'i 
calendar. 

Acclaimed by Poets 

Poets and philosophers found this mystic secret and 
openly acclaimed it, At the time of ~ah 'Abbas, the 
Persian King and contemporary of Queen Elizabeth, 
the greatest of all the divines of that age went to Persia 
from Lebanon and established his residence in Isfahan 
which was then the royal seat and the country's capital. 
This man had an encyclopedic mind, and he wrote 
outstanding books on the arts, SCiences, the literature 
and phi1osophy of his age. There are many stories 
about him and his unique erudition and genius. It is 
even said that he had invented a machine which 
reproduced voices from distant lands. One of his dis
coveries was the Greatest Name, and he adopted the 
name of HBaha'i" for himself. Sbaylsb Baha'i is un
questionably the most renowned of all Persian divines. 
In one of his poetical works he says, "The Greatest 
Name is unknown to man, but in the list of all the 
Names of God it stands first. n No doubt he had in mind 
the dawn prayer mentioned above which opens with the 
name of Baha. 

Mawlavi, the greatest of all the mystic poets of the 
East, whose poems are well-known for their elucidations 
of the spiritual journey of man and his attainments in 
the realms of God, has stated, "We have found Baha 
and we hasten to offer our life as a sacrifice to Him. 
He is our ransom." 8 

IJltfi~, the most renowned of all lyric poets of the 
East, addressed Persia, saying, "May this land remain 
forever prosperous. From its sacred soil at every 
breath the breezes of the Merciful are wafted. Glad 
tidings to the glorious Kings of Persia; Glad tidings fOl" 
a blissful ending! The Power of the Greatest Name has 
stayed away the hand of evil from that cOWltry". 

While I was in Arabia, I examined the manuscript of 
a book on Mystic Philosophy from One of the learned 
men there. In One chapter the author speaks of the 
conditions to be observed by the seekers of the path to 
God, and says, "Those who tread the path and knock at 
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the dool" of the knowledge of the Light are sincere and 
fore bearing. They stand face to face with angels who 
greet them. cleanse and purify them. They pour for 
them wa~er from the fountainhead of Baha. When they 
ope.n theIr ~yes they behold God passing by with great 
maJesty, HIS name appears above the horizon of the 
Kingdom ... Those people, though they wander on 
earth, have their hearts attached to the Exalted Spot 
and the dwellers in the Great Tabernacle."9 

M.d. Known to Babis 
With the inauguration of the New Age and the ap

pearance of its Herald, the Bab, the remaining veils 
were torn asunder through the movement of His exalt
ed Pen. The people began to know more and more 
clearly that "Baha" was, without any shadow of doubt, 
the name so dearly treasured and destined to be 
manifested with aU splendor and majesty. The explicit 
nature of the Bab's reference to Baha'u'llah and the 
glowing terms with which He praised Him, made 
"Bah a " the focus of adoration. 

The Bab singled the Greatest Name out in the manu. 
script copies of His matchless Writings. Years ago, I 
had the honor to read three volumes of His Writings 
before they were dispatched to the beloved Guardian. 
The books were written down by Mulla jAli Akbar 
Ardestani 1 iJ in the first year of the Bab's Dispensation. 
These books were written in black ink, but whenever 
the many references were made to the word "Bahci" 
the word always appeared in red. During the very first 
year of His ministry, the Bah had instructed His aman
uensis to write in this manner in order that those who 
had no time or patience to read all His Writings would 
be helped to see this Name. 

There are innumerable references to "Baha" in all 
of the writings of the Bab and to quote them all here 
js beyond the scope of this essay. It is sufficient to note 
that He has said, "Well is it with him. who fixeth his 
gaze upon the order of Baha'u'llah and rendereth 
thanks unto his Lord." 11 

When the followers of the Bab gathered under special 
circumstances in Bada@t, it was there that everyone 
received a new name. It was then that they knew this 
shining diadem of majesty and might found its eternal 
manifestation, not on the forehead of one who was clad 
in the garments of the learned; but shown instead on 
that of a Youth who was majestic in appearance, 
glorious in gait and manners, and godly in every atom 
of His being. So exalted was He in the eyes of the 
people, so highly respected and adored, that out of 
sheer homage and love they did not dare to mention His 
name. Instead He was referred to as "I:IDan. "12 

The Letters of the Li Yin g and the early believers now 
knew the Bearer of this Name and recognized in Him 
such heavenly attributes that, even though they had 
quaffed from the newly-found stream of life, they 
prayed and longed for the even more glorious day when 
they could be drowned in the powerful, celestial ocean 
of the Utterance of this Great One. 

Tahirih, in one of her epistles says, "0 my God! 0 
my God! the veil must be removed from the face of the 
Remnant of the Lord. 0 my God! protect I:!usayn, the 
mystery of Mul)ammad and advance the day of reunion 
with Him ... Make the point of Baha, 0 my God! to 
circulate ... a my God r protect all who circumambu-
late the twin points and keep them steadfast in Thy 
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most Great Cause, sa that they might behold the point 
sending forth light upon them. "13 

It was no wonder that so many hundreds of learned 
and outstanding divines of the East sacrificed their 
lives with devotion and faith in the path of the promul
gation of the Greatest Name. They waited for its 
advent, waited for the moment when the effulgences 
would emanate from it. The instant they felt it was 
ascending toward the dawning point, they burnt them
selves in its light and rose like glowing lamps. They 
became the "Dawn Breakers". 

There are numerous references to the name, the 
place of birth, the date of declaration, the places of 
banishment, the imprisonment and the fate of the 
Central Figure of OUf Faith. For the purposes of this 
essay it is sufficient to know this great, authentic 
Islamic tradition~ "All the followers of the Promised 
Qa'im sball be put to death except One Whose face 
shall shine with Abha beauty in the plain of ·Akka.u 

From the introduction we gather that the Greatest 
Name is "Baha". H··'0~." This point should be well 
understood and borne in mind, as we proceed to fathom 
with our limited means this tremendous divine mys
tery. It will be necessary to proceed slowly and patient
ly, step by step, in order to discuss each phase of this 
essential theme so that we might have a full grasp of 
all of the problems pertaining to the subject. 

The Bab adored the name, "Baha", and used it 
profusely in all His writings. He even made many 
derivatives from this one word and wrote them out in a 
Tablet which had the form of a five pointed star, 
sYmbolizing the human temple. 

Far from attempting to make an exhaustive study of 
this subject, we merely set forth a few points at random 
to pave the way for a clearer understanding of this 
theme, the .4Symbol of the Greatest Name". 

The Symbol of the Greatest Name 
Our explanation of the symbol of the Greatest Name 

is based mainly on a Tablet revealed by the beloved 
Master and will cover the topics as follows in thi s 
article. 

Who Designed the Em blem 7 

One of the believers who had the bounty and privilege 
of attaining the presence of the beloved Master has 
recorded one of the Master's oral statements which 
indicates that this emblem was initiated by Him. No 
less a person than 'Abdu'I-Baha could have designed 
this emblem for who else could have condensed so 
much of the divine mystery into so little space and into 
so few letters. Some of the mystic divines among the 
Israelites have emphatically drawn the attention of 
their followers to the two letters "b" and Uh" indicating 
that they have some idea about the Greatest Name. It 
has been said that the Greatest Name was the leading 
decoration of the Temple. The Muslims were better 
acquainted with it but not in this form and finality. One 
finds in the Islamic laws governing worship and rever~ 
ence, that whoever possesses a ring bearing the symbol 
of the Greatest Name must wear the ring on their right 
hand. 

The friends are not obliged by Baha'u'llah to wear a 
ring carrying this emblem since there is no specific law 
by Baha 'u'lla,h in the Aqdas or in His Tablets regarding 

,_ .. -
OCTOBER 1968 

this. The beloved Master told the friends in the West 
that the ring should be placed on the right hand, which 
is a perpetuation of the Islamic law referred to above. 

Some Derivatives of the Name Bah .. 

Baha - Light or Glory 
Abha - Most Glorious 
Al Abhil (sometimes used as el Abha) - The All Glori
ous: The Most Glorious. 
Bahfyyih - The name of the Greatest Holy Leaf, mean
ing Full of Glory. 
Allcih'u'Abha - God, the All-Glorious. This is a Baha'i 
greeting, initiated and used since the days of Adriano
ple. 14 Its use ninety·five times each day, according to 
an instruction written on beha1f of the beloved Guardi
an, "is not abSOlutely binding." '4Allah'u'Abha" is to be 
repeated in the long obligatory prayer where instruc
tions call for use of the Greatest Name. 
Ya Baha'u'l-Abha- This is an invocation. It means "0 
Glory of the all-Glorious". In this connection we recall 
the soul stirring message of the Guardian in 1953 to the 
Intercontinental Conferences where he refers to "¥il 
Baha'u'I·Abha" and "Ya 'Aliyyu'I·A'la" as the 44battle 
cry" of the pioneers and teachers in the many fields of 
his world-embracing spiritual Crusade. The first, as 
already stated, means "0 Glory of the All-Glorious'\ 
while the second means "0 Exalted (essence) of the 
Most Exalted One." There is nothing in the Writings 
which says we have to repeat such an invocation a 
specific number of times each day. However, what a 
thrill it would be for us in times of dire need, to seek 
God's guidance, His support and strength, by address· 
ing Baha'u'lJah and the Bab directly with these beauti
ful invocations, Ya Baha'u'I·Abha is symbolized thus: 

Symbol of the Greatest Name 

We will begin with the basic pattern of the design 
and, as we proceed, the picture will be complete: 

This part of the symbol comprises three levels, each 
level indicated by a number, Together they represent 
the underlying belief which is the basis of all the 
religions of God, They are as follows: 

(1) The World of God - The Creator 
(2) The World of the Prophets or Manifestations

Cause, or Command 
(3) The World of Man - Creation 
The followers of all religions believe that man, left to 
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himself, can never recognize God and attain His pres· 
ence; nor is man able to fathom the mystery and 
purpose of his own creation. God, in His unlimited 
bounty has singled out His Chosen Ones and will 
continue to do so, sending them to man at different 
times and ages in order to grant him penetrating 
insight and to enable him to have a glimpse of the 
unfading glories of the innumerable worlds beyond. 

The Prophets accept descent from their realms on 
high and suffer the abasement of living in human 
temples, walking amongst men and speaking their 
languages. The Manifestations are invariably denied, 
ridiculed, humiliated and even put to death. Were it not 
for Their spiritual upliftment and leadership, man 
would have continued to live as a wild beast and would 
have been eternally doomed to deprivation and loss. 

These functions of the Prophets are clearly demon
strated in the design of the Greatest Name by having 
the world of the Prophets (shown in horizontal line) 
repeated in vertical line, thus joining the world of the 
Creator to that of His crea Han. 

Contrary to this, the mystics believe in only two 
worlds, the world of God and the world of man. They 
proclaim that should man cleanse himself from all 
worldly desires and earthly attachments, he will be 
enabled to attain the presence of his Lord, the Creator. 
The mystics claim there is no need for an intermediary 
link between God and His creation. They therefore 
believe in, and practice, ascetic life which sometimes 
takes them to secluded comers of the world. occasional
ly in the mountains, forests and jungles. This hermit's 
life is utterly forbidden by the mighty Pen of Bah;i'u'· 
lIah, because He desires every man to be a fruitful 
member of the society he lives in. 

The Baha'is believe that no matter what height of 
spiritual, scientific and material success man may 
reach, he is and will forever be in need of divine 
guidance bestowed upon him by the Prophets of God. It 
is only through Them that man can comprehend the 
secrets of true civilization and recognize the Will, and 
the Purpose of his Creator. The B aha' is also believe 
that it is through a complete understanding and the full 
establishment of Their highly valued and vital precepts 
and teachings that man can attain the highest state of 
happiness, and eventually rejoice in the presence of his 
Lord. 

Let us ponder once more upon this design and behold 
with our own eyes the perfect realization of Christ's 
prayer. The lights of the Kingdom on High are mir
rored forth by the Manifestations of God upon the plane 
of creation, thus fulfilling the promise of the appear
ance of Godts Kingdom on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Symbol ol;he Greatest Name - The letters it Contains 

Now let us study the letters inscribed in the symbol to 
dis cover w ha t they signify. 
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The letters "B" and IIh" in the Oriental script are 
written as'--1and ~·respectively. HB" stands for the 
name of the Bab and "h" stands for the name of Bhaa. 

To grasp the significance and the important implica
tions of this beautiful and artistic combination, we must 
bear in mind that among the Near-Eastern people the 
Phoenicians were the first to sail their boats to distant 
lands. Wherever they traveled, they established trading 
centers, and as traders found themselves forced to 
adopt some practical way of recording their commer
cial transactions. The characters they adopted became 
their alphabet and in the course of centuries this 
alphabet develOped and gradually became a pattern of 
alphabets used in both the East and the West. Gibbon 
says: "Phoenicia and Palestine will forever live in the 
memory of mankind; since America as well as Europe, 
has received letters from the one, and religion from the 
other. " 

"The use of letters was introduced among the sav
ages of Europe about fifteen hundred years before 
Christ; and the Europeans carried them to America 
about fifteen centuries after the Christian era. But in a 
period of three thousand years, the Phoenician alpha
bet received considerable alteration; as it passed 
through the hands of the Greeks and Romans."la 

Will Durant, in his monumental Story of Civilization, 
describes this contribution as the most precious legacy 
of the ancient cultures. 

Ancient Alphabets 

The Phoenecians used their alphabet for both letters 
and numbers, therefore each letter had a numerical 
value. Their alphabet starts as follows: 16 

Numerical Numerical 
Letter value Letter value 

A 1 I:I 8 
B 2 T 9 
.J 3 I 10 
D 4 K 20 
H 5 L 30 
W 6 M 40 
Z 7 N 50 

When the Phoenecians wished to say, "One house; 
two years; or nine letters", they would write, .LA house; 
B years; T letters. There are some very interesting 
remnants of the influence exerted by this very ancient 
people 01 the Near East still to be found in the western 
languages of today. The four letters, "K", "L". "M" 
and "N" are in the same order in English, French and 
some other western alphabets, just as they appeared in 
the Phoenecian alphabet illustrated above. 

The next stage in the science of numbers was the 
acquisition of numbers by the Moslems who acquired 
them from the Indians. TQ..Ah€ nine digits 01 the 
Indians, the Moslems int-roduced "zero" thus complet
ing the science of numbers. The world is indebted to the 
Indians lor this very valuable and fundamental contri· 
bution. Had it not been for these numbers, the science 
of mathematics would have stood still, and witho"4:t 
mathematics man could not have progressed in tech
nology, nor could he have fashioned instruments with 
which he changes the face of the earth today. 

The people of the East continued to give numerical 
values to the letters of their alphabet even though they 
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had the Indian numbers. Today it is still common to 
find that poets l doctors of religion and writers convey 
their thoughts through this symbolic method of letters 
with numerical value. 

This method was used a great deal by the Bab. He 
very often gave people and places surnames which had 
the same numerical value as the original names. For 
example, he called Mah-ku. "Basit" (open). Mah-ku 
and Basit have the same numerical value of 72. He 
called Chirhriq, "Shadid" (Grevious). Both of these 
have a numerical value of 318. Likewise, the great 
author of the uDawn Breakers" was named Mul}.am
mad, but surnamed Nabil; both names have a numer
ical value of 92. It is this same method which is used for 
the designs of the symbols of the Greatest Name. 

Symbol of the Greatest Name - Sah"'u'U,,h and The S"b 

We repeat the letters in the symbol of the Greatest 
Name: B =-...ostands for the Bab and H = -::.- stands 
for Bhaa. 

The numerical value of Bab would be: B = 2; A = 1; 
B=2 total = 5 

The name HBaha" is as follows: B = 2; H = 5; A = 1; 
A=l total=9 

Nine is the perfect number, on the top of the ladder of 
the numerical progressive elevation. It is very mysteri
ous and more than any other number, fllll of special 
qualities and potencies. The numbers end with nine. 
Mter nine, whatever we write in the form of digits is 
repetition of the same figures. Mankind throughout 
ages win gradually fathom the mysteries of this special 
number which is the numerica1 manifestation of the 
Greatest Name: Bhaa. 

Symbol of the Greatest Name - Adam and Eve 

The number nine contains all the numbers from one 
to nine which, when added together give a total of 45. 
(I + 2 + 3 etc.) Continuing our calculation in this way 
we say that the number five, representing the Bab (B = 
2; A:::: 1), contains all the numbers from one to five 
which, if added. together give a total of fifteen. The 
name of Eve in Arabic, Persian and in other Oriental 
languages is written in three letters: H :::: 8; W:::: 6; A 
:::: 1. These total 15. Likewise the name of Adam in the 
Oriental languages is in three letters: A = 1; D = 4: 
M = 40. These total 45. 

Thus we find that two traditional names, Adam and 
Eve, God's first two spiritual creations, referred to in 
the Scriptures of old and held in such reverence and 
love by men throughout the ages, are linked with the 
twin Manifestations referred to in all the Books of God, 
and Whose appearance was promised on the Last Day. 
Thus Adam and Eve are connected with the Bah and 
Bah&'u'llah in this great symbol, which becomes a 
token of oneness between the past and the present. 

Symbol of the Greatest Name: The Essence of Sacrifice 
and the Essence of Servitude 

The two five pointed stars on both sides of the 
emblem represent the human body; a head, two hands 
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and two feet. These two stars represent the twin Mani. 
festations of God in this Day. Their advent is the 
fulfilment of all the writings of God's prophets in 
bygone ages, Who, emphaticaHy, repeatedly and oiten, 
in a language clearel· than the light of the sun, assured 
mankind of the undoubted appearance of these Twin 
Luminaries, Who would rescue the world from the 
fetters of prejudice and the dictates of self. 

In conclusion, may I venture to suggest another 
approach to the meaning of the two stars. This ap
proach is merely a personal one, therefore not authori
tative. Could we not visualize God as manifested in His 
most resplendent glory in the majestic figure of Baha
'u'lIa:h, and standing on either side of Him, two tower
ing personalities of unsurpassed beauty: the Bab, the 
Herald, the incarnation of sacri.fice and of self-efface
ment and the highest expression of true love ever 
possible in this contingent life; and 'Abdu'l.Baha, the 
Center of the Covenant, the true Exemplar of the 
teachings and the highest embodiment of servitude. 
These two exemplify the mysteries of sacrifice and 
servitude, calling on all men to hasten and offer their 
potentialities as humble gifts for the establishment of 
God's redeeming order, the very reflection of His king
dom on earth. 

FOOTNOTES, 

1. PrOf. Printam Singh, The Second Coming of Shri Krish.na, 
p. 10 

2. Sermon of the Great Passing 
3. Shirin lQlanurn. Lord Buddha and Amitabha. pp. 13, 17.19. 
4. Isaiah, Chapter 33, Verse 9. 
5. Isaiah, Chapter 35, Verse 2. 
6. Holy Bible. Arabic translation, 1881, Third Ed., also; I~lvaq 

Iglavari, Rahiq-i-Makhtum. (The Sealed Wine) pp. 218-219. 
7. Mafatihu'l Janan, Keys of ParadiBe. compilation of Muslem 

Prayers. 
B. Nabil's Narrative, p. 72, "Whoso seeketh Me, shall find 

Me. ." (a Tradition). 
9. Maqan A'ala is the name given by 'Abdu'l-Baha to the 

Shrine of the Bab. It means "the Exalted Spot, .. 
10. Nabi['s Narrative, p. 146, footnote no. 3. 
11. Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, p. 25. 
12. Honorific form of Persian pronoun for the third person 

singular. 

13. 

Y~~~/'v.. "'~ r<. 

14. Shoghi Effendi. God Passes By, p. 176. 
15. Gibbon. The Decrine and Fa!! of the Roman Empire, Ch. 1. 

p.32. 
16. The Hebrew alphabet used by Israeli people today is 

exactly the same. 
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LEGAL RECOGNITION 
GRANTED NSA OF SPAIN 

It was with hearts overflowing with joy that the 
Baha'is of Spain received official notification on July 13, 
1968 that the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 
of Spain had been legally recognized and given registry 
number 2 in the Register of Non·Catholic Religious 
Associations in the Ministry of Justice. This recognition 
of the National Assembly carries with it the automatic 
legal recognition of all Local Spiritual Assemblies duly 
formed in accordance with the Statutes of the N alional 
Spiritual Assembly. 

This represents the fulfillment of one of the goals of 
the Ten Year Global Crusade of OUr beloved Guardian 
which, in spite of continuous efforts and great expense 
beginning in 1954 had proved impossible of accomplish
ment. From 1954 through 1963, legalization proceedings 
went through various government levels and to the 
Supreme Court with continuous denials. This goal was 
then included in the Nine Year Plan. 

In December, 1966 a new basic law of the land was 
approved by national referendum, and one provision of 
the new law provided for government protection of all 
religions. To implement this new concept, a Law on 
Religious Liberty was passed by the national Parlia
ment on June 28. 1967. 

On March 16. 1967. the National Assembly of Spain 
desi~ated the National Proclamation Committee to 
handle all matters involved in processing the legal 
recognition of the Faith in accordance with the fore-
going law. This committee, with the close collabora~ 
tion of Auxiliary Board member Charles M. loas, 
prepared all of the necessary documentation, including 
the translations of the By-Laws prepared by the Uni
versal House of Justice, lists of all believers in Spain, 
statement of accounts and properties, etc. All documen
tation was presented to the Ministry of Justice in 
November of 1967. all at a total cost of three pesetas 
(less than five cents) for a stamp tax. 

Writes the BAHA'i NEWS correspondent from Spain: 
"At the same time that we share the above magnificent 
news with the Baha'i friends throughout the world, we 
should also like to share the news that a Baha'i Editor
ial has also been officially registered in the Ministry of 
Information and Tourism. This now permits the publi
cation of Baha'i books and literatUre in Spain, as well 
as the importation and distribution of Baha'i books 
from outside the country. 

uWe know that all friends everywhere will share our 
elation at these marvelous and undreamt of advances 
for the Faith of Baha 'u'llah in Spain, and win also 
share in our appreCiation to the Spanish authorities who 
have made these advances possible." 

Summer School in Engla nd 
A portion of the hundred BaM'is who gathered tOT a weekend 
school, Eccles, Manchester, England, Ju.ne 8-9, 1968, to study 
the relationsh.ip of the Guardianship and the Universal House 
oj Justice. AUending Auxiliary Board Members helped to make 
the school a memorable tearning experience. 

.. _" ....... , . 

Ban.a.'i Youth School held. in Madrid, April 8-16, 1968. [See 
-report, Septem.be-r, 1968 Baha'i News] 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of SevitIa, Spain, formed this 
Ridvan as a result of fine pioneering work of Juan Sanchez of 
Sabadell, Spain with additional help in deepeninQ' by Juana 
OTtuno. F-ront rQw: Juan Sanchez, Juan Garcia Arcos (chair
man): Ana Boni[l.a; standing: Dolores Sanchez Bonilla, Juan 
Sanchez Bonilla, Manuel Jam and Juana Ortuno. Antonio 
Sanchez and Isabel Reyes are absent. 
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Continental Board of Counsellors 
Meets in Panama City 

Continental Board of Counsellors fOT Central America con
venes in Panama. Citll July 19, 1968. Left to right: Alfred 
OsbOTne, Panama; Dr. Ugo Giachery, Hand of the Cause of 
God; Mrs. Carmen Burajato, Mexico; Artemus Lamb, Yucatan, 
Merico. The Board which met jor eight days with Dr. GiacheTtI 
also met with many of the friends at the HariTat'ul-Quds on 
July 21 and on other occasions. 

Local Spiritual Assembly of Cayenne, FTe'nch Guiana. Seated, 
from left: Mrs. Paula da Silva, Mrs. Porthos CeHnie, Mrs. Yago 
Emma. Standing: Dr. Rivadavia du Silva (chairm.an) " 
Gresset Theodoric. H aTris Rodolph. Radamonthe E 1.eodore 
(secretary), Saint Luce Joseph (treasurer), and Yago CeciHen, 
(vice-chairman). This community of fifteen is working en
thusia.5ticaUV to reach. the twenty-five needed members for 
legal1'ecognition, and win later become a part oj the National 
Spiritual Assembly fOT the Guianas and Surinam. Dr. and Mrs. 
Da Silva and son Bruno (in photo) came from Bahia, Brazil as 
pioneer-settlers to forward the work oj establishing an As
sembly. 
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Bahii'is of Mexico Find Many Ways to Teach 
The Local Assembly of Mexico City has carried out a 

unique proclamation project at the request of their 
National Assembly. A free course on the Baha'i Teach
ings was offered in a publicity presentation in the 
newspaper Novedades, with accompanying quotations 
from the Writings. Over fifty responses from thirteen 
different States were received. Merida, Yucatan, sent a 
special proclam a tion booklet and letter to the religious 
leaders of all Faiths in their city. Similar programs are 
in process for other cities in Mexico. 

In the spring of this year, Baha'i youth from Mexico 
City. Puebla and Cuernavaca, accompanied by Miss 
Soledad Bilbatua, secretary of the National Assembly, 
visited the State of Oaxaca along with pioneers Marilyn 
Bierman and Adan Pech~ concentrating espeCially on 
Zapetec and Mixtec pueblos previously opened to the 
Faith. The trips were made by bus and on foot over 
arduous mountain terrain and rough country. A more 
extended visit was made to the state of Oaxaca and 
Michoacan in the spring months by Auxiliary Board 
members Artemus Lamb and Mrs. Carmen Burafato, 
visiting innumerable communities to assist Baha'is in 
teaching endeavors. Mr. Lamb also visited the Yaqi 
Baha'is in state of Sonora. The Yaqis, Mr. Lamb said, 
have the same loving nature as the Mayans and carry 
on in the same spirit of the Faith. 

The Mayan Baha'is, mentioned in a summary report 
in April BAHA'f NEWS continue to do outstanding pio
neer work. They are so much like the "Dawn
Breakers" that they attract the hearts not only of 
people of humble origin but those of more intellectual 
backgrounds. Some Mayan pioneers not mentioned in 
the April story are: Senor Anac1eto and his dedicated 
wife Dona Crescencia and grandson who have enrolled 
the first believers in the virgin State of Zacatecas; Adan 
Zenen and his wife Fidelia who have completed many 
months of teaching in Oaxaca and have returned to 
Yucatan to assist with the work there. The first Spiri
tual Assembly was established in the State of Guerrerro 
through the ardent work of Claro and Elsy Jimenez, 
who have since that time enrolled the first six Baha'is 
in the State of Hidalgo. 

Development of Institutes 
A piece of land twenty meters square has been 

donated to the Faith in the pueblo of Komchen, Yuca~ 
tan) by a Mayan family, to serve as a teaching center 
for Baha'is in the northern section of the State who find 
it difficult to attend sessions given in the Institute 
named for Martha Root in the southern part of the 
State. A new dormitory is being built at the Muna 
Institute to enable mothers to bring small children and 
share in the courses. The Institute named for Hand of 
the Cause of God Amelia Collins in San Rafael Comac 
in the State of Puebla, the first Indian village to have a 
local assembly is being improved physically and will 
soon receive students for a training course. The Jenabe 
Caldwell family are assisting with this work. 
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Brief Adventures in Pioneering 
THE DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL Goals 

(formerly the Foreign Goals Committee) of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the United States has 
received an enthusiastic letter from the National Spiri
tual Assembly of Nicaragua expressing gratitude for 
the International Youth Project to that cotUltry during a 
few weeks of the past summer. This was one of three 
such projects developed this year in cooperation with 
National Spiritual Assemblies in Central America. 

The four youths from the United States who partici
pated in this rugged introduction to pioneering were: 
Robert L. Aducat of Marlton, New Jersey; Richard 
Tomarelli of ,stamford, Conn., Gordon E. Warren of 
Wichita. Kansas and Thomas L. Williams of Trenton, 
New Jersey. 

Three of the boys who had volunteered for the project 
met for the first time at the National Youth Conference 
in Wilmette. The fourth participant, son of Baha'i 
parents~ declared himself just two weeks before setting 
out. The National Assembly of Nicaragua writes: "We 
can assure you that their short stay of about six weeks 
here with us was a most precious and enjoyable experi
ence for aU the friends and gave lots of stimulation to 
the friends wherever they visited. They were a symbol 
of unity, dedication, obedience and of fine spiritual 
qualities in spite of their young Baha'i age. We know 
that they suffered a lot as a matter of orientation to the 
climate, food, culture, and also an intensive itinerary 
. . . but as one of them said they learned much more 
on this trip than they could learn from books and 
school." 

Frustrating delays interrupted the project when the 
boys first arrived; luggage went astray; heavy rains 
and fog kept them in the air all day and returned them 
to their starting point on a trip to Bluefields which 
normally takes an hour of flying time. On a journey 
along the Atlantic coast the sea was unbearably rough 
and the party split UP. several being forced to walk the 
beach of the long shoreline. 

The boys were guided by long-time pioneers Cecilia 
King, Mauricio Fajardo and Jorge Harper, each shar
ing various portions of the journey. Much of the trip 
was through swamps and jungles in a tiny bo at under 
hard conditions completely new to the youth. At Wom
antown, at Rio Hamana, the Baha'is had made a 
special big boat to receive their guests. One meeting 
attracted over 100 enquirers. In this area of Golden 
Mines over 25 people embraced the Faith. 

The enthusiasm of the young teachers, their spirit 
and Baha'i songs acted as a magnet all along the 
course of their travel from the Atlantic Coast to the 
Pacific. The National Assembly of Nicaragua gives 
generous praise of this project, which each boy fi
nanced himself, and: "Warmly extends its deep appre
ciation and heartfelt gratitude to this wonderful group 
of Baha'i youth and prays for the confirmation by 
Baha'u'lli3h in every step they take for the Cause of 
God." 

Second Youth Project in YucoM" 
The second North American youth project to Yucatan 

brought five gir1s from the United States who, despite 
physical difficulties generated by the climate and 
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Above: participants in BUmmer teaching trip to Nicaragua. 
Left to right: Gordon Warren, Thomas: Williams, Richard 
Tomarelli, RobeTt Aducat. Below: group which met with the 
young teachers. 

change of food, made many trips to Mayan pueblos in 
the States of Yucatan, Quintana Roo, Chiapas and 
Campeche. Ronda Avis, Susie Porch, Nancy Kappus, 
Lynn Johnson and Linda Richter divided their time 
between the Institute in MtUla with pioneer Susan Millet 
(herself a member of the youth team of 1967) and their 
headquarters in Merida. They assisted with two youth 
congresses that attracted 250 Baha'is and a youth study 
course at the Institute. New pueblos were opened, new 
people were attracted to and confirmed in the Faith as 
a result of this dedicated effort. 
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A few of th.e seventy Bah4'ts_who greeted visiting f'liends on the island at San And-re.r, colombia. The visitors were: Mf'S. Leota 
Lockman. se'cretaTY of the National AssemMy of Panama, (lett above) a youth, Brian Malam, and MaTY Macdonald. MTS. Helen 
Hombtl (at right) i.r the pionel"T from the United States. MTS. Lockman spoke Of her visit to Haifa as: a. delegate to the Tecent 
International convention. WTites MaTY Macdonald: ."The fTiencb here aTe wonderful people . . __ We found ourselves feeling 
the spiTitual unity that unites aU Baha"is. . The beauty of this isumd, its coconut trees waving in the bTeeze, its dear 
water, white 34nd1l beach.es and these warmhearted Baha'b truly captivated all of u.s.'" Photo at right shows an island scene. 

National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd.'is of Colombia elected 
at Ri4van 196B. Left to right: Gala Vanegas, TeTesa AIaTcon, 
Habib Rezvani. LeO'lKt'l' POTTas, Betty Toomes, lnes de Monte
negTO, HectoT Varela, Luis MontenegTO and Olavo Nouaes. 

Echoes of Proclamation 
Echoes of the new worldwide chorus of proclamation 

of the Faith of Baha'u'IIah have been heard as far 
away as the Falkland Islands, a tiny island group lying 
300 miles east of the lower tip of South America. The 
small Baha'i group in the islands was electrified last 
June 11 to hear an eight minute broadcast on the Faith 
over the British Broadcasting Co. program, "Letters 
to the World." The broadcast, which had been prompt
ed by a letter read on the same program several weeks 
earlier suggesting that those who sought an answer to 
world problems should tuni. to the Baha'i Faith, com
menced with the reading of two more letters - one 
asking for further ~formation, and the other asserting 
that only in Christianity can the world find salvation. 
Following this there was an interview with Mrs. Betty 
Reed, secretary of the National Spiritual Assembly of 

the Baha'is of the British Isles, which stressed the 
proofs of the unity of religion and the need for a new 
revelation from God at this time. 

This publicity was thrilling beyond belief to the 
Baha'is of the Falkland Islands where only one believer 
has declared himself in the past thirteen years. As the 
morning broadcast was repeated at noon and in the 
evening the believers were able to notify their friends 
so that they could listen to the later broadcasts. The 
officials of the Islands radio station kindly cooperated 
by taping the program. 

The broadcast coincided with the visit, on a teaching 
trip? of Edmund Meissler, Auxiliary Board member 
from Brazil. A specialist in fire prevention, Mr. Meiss
ler was able to be of service to the Falkland Islands 
government and was interviewed over the Islands radio 
station by the Colonial Secretary. The latter also lis
tened to the tape of the B.B.C. program and was so 
impressed that he gave permission for it to be rebroad
cast once again over the Islands radio station, which has 
a much greater listening audience among Islanders 
than does the RRC. 

The prestige of the Faith has thus been greatly 
increased in the islands and the Baha'is have even 
greater confidence that their goal of a local assembly 
by 1973 will be attained. 

International News Briefs 
LCI-!-in Amgrica 

The National Spiritual Assembly of Belize rejoices in 
the achievement of their goal of legal incorporation. 

To further their proclamation program in Chile the 
National Spiritual Assembly conducted a nation-wide 
poster contest in which cash prizes were awarded for 
the best posters illustrating the principles of the Baha'i 
Faith. The first prize was awarded to a student of 
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First national youth conference of HondurClS. July 27-28. near 
the /am(Jw Mayan ruim at Santa RoS4 de Copan.. Fifty youth. 
including fifteen inquirers, not only deepened tlleir own undeT
.standing but made an impact on the outside world, Jere Mc
Kinney, recent youth pioneer from th.e U.s.A., chairman of the 
youth committee. was host to the conference. He was aided by 
Christopher Rune in leading the evening singing. Tim Ferrand 
and Rajaef Garcia from Et Salvador !.ent strong,support to the 
success 01 the conference G.S' did two youthful Pe1'Mn pioneers, 
ParvU Rohani and M e'rhdad Wauzi. 

architecture, not a Baha'i, whose poster shows six 
hands (a pair each of black, white, and yellow hands) 
against a mauve background thus illustrating the prin
ciple of the oneness of mankind. 

The National Assembly of Chile suggests that this 
means of gaining publicity for the Faith might also be 
successful in 'Other places. 

The Baha'is of Bolivia have issued a Baha'i Declara
tion of HUman Rights to promote better knowledge of 
human rights through conferencest round tables t arti
cles in the press and radio presentations that tend to 
eliminate prejudice and intolerance. A Baha'i Commit
tee has been appOinted for the promotion of these ideals 
and is offering cooperation to the United Nations Hu
man Rights Committee in Bolivia. The Declaration was 
made June 11 during one of the consultative sessions of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of Bolivia. 

Bolivian delegates gathered fOT theiT annual convention. 
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Weekend Schoo t held in Limon, H onauTas. Baha~fs here have 
cut the wood and donated a .rite to construct a Center. They 
aJso pl.a.n to teach th.e Faith in other Carib vill.ages -up the 
Limon River. Anoth.er project is the shaTed pl.anting of a piece 
of l.and to earn money for the Fund. 

1968 Nation[l~ Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd'i oj South Cen
tral Africa. Seated, left to right: John D. Sa.rgen-r, Sr. (chair~ 
man), Mrs. Helen A. Hope (sec'y.) , Dennis Makiwa. (viceM 
chairman), Enayat Soham Oreasure'T). Standing: Mrs. Florence 
Fat'he-Aazam, Peter Chakauya, Jeffrey Grube'T. WiHard Mah
IU11.Q€!!, Mrs. Esther G. Gtauder. 

T 
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Philippine Baha'is Keep Sights 
on Nine Year Goals 

Winning the goals of the Nine Year Plan is the 
incentive for activity through the Philippines, A sum~ 
mer school was held June 5-9 in Baguio with a program 
planned to gain inspiration for participating more ac
tively in the fulfillment of these goals. Twelve of the 
required eighteen Local Spiritual Assemblies to be 
incorporated during the Plan have reached this status. 

The National Teaching and Proclamation Committee 
of the Philippines has sent letters and Baha'i literature 
to the civic leaders of 300 cities and towns. All of the 
newspapers in the city of Manila also received a special 
folder of information material for their files. Baha'i 
youth have contributed greatly to the work. Four young 
Bahatis who helped in the election of a number of new 
Assemblies volunteered to teach for two months under 
the plan of the Committee. Proclamation has also been 
going on at the University of the Philippines, College of 
Agriculture, in Laguna, where lectures to a number of 
classes in the Department of Humanities were given 
and interviews held on the college radio. Some Baha'i 
youth from Persia have come to attend colleges in the 
Philippines and work in the Nine Year Plan. A year 
ago the National Assembly suggested to Lino Cabana
yan that he study at North Eastern Foundation College. 
Now, a year later, there are forty-one Baha'is in the 
high school department! 

Baha'is of La Castellana presented the teachings at a 
town fiesta by setting up an attractive booth with 
music, slides, posters and a replica of the Baha'i 
Temple. This same idea was carried out at the city fair 
in Bacolod City. 

Throughout the islands Baha'is have been busy hold
ing conferences, institutes, public meetings and fire
sides, with a number of people serving as traveling 
teachers in all of these areas of endeavor. 

~- ..... -..-

OCTOIER 1968 

At City Hall, Honolulu on the occasion of the p1'esentation 0/ 
The Prodamation of Baha'u'lJ.ah to the members 0/ the City 
CouncH. In center /'ront are BahcPi representatives Miss Eliza
beth Naope, MisS' Lynne Ellen Hollinger, Miss BarbaTa 
Mat.rushige and Mr. TTacy Hamilton, chairman Of the local 
Assembly of Honolulu. At the extreme right, next to Mr. 
Hamilton, is Mr. Herman Lemke, ChaiTman Of the City Council. 

International News Briefs 
The Pacific 

The Hon. Manuel Guerrero, Governor of Guam, was 
presented with a copy of The Procla.mation of 
Bahti'u'Uah on March 21 by the local Spiritual Assem
bly. The Governor arranged to arrive at his office early 
for a 45 minute interview with the Baha'is. 

Two representatives of the local Assembly who were 
warmly greeted by the Governor. told of the signifi
cance of the day, Naw-Ruz, and explained briefly the 
contents of the book, its purpose and significance. The 
Governor, who has attended several Baha'i meetings 

At youth. con/e-rence hetd August 2-4 at the Ba.ha'i Center in Honolulu, Hawaii. Gertrude Garrida. Ad
visor is" shown second from right seated in row 2. 
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Mrs. E. C. McMiles of Sutherland, chairman of AustTalu. 
BoM'! Community, presenting book! to the Sutherland Shire 
Council PTerident, CounciHoT A. T. Giet.zeU, who received the 
books on behalf of fou.rteen fellow cou-ncillors as wen as tOT 

the Shire library. The Sutherand Shire COVeTs an area of 143 
square miles and the council is re.sponri b Ie for a population 
of 137.000. 

and owns Baha'i books, stated that this Faith might 
solve the problems of the world, in which closer spiritu
al ties are so greatly needed. He was most cordial, 
expressing the hope for future meetings with the 
Baha'is at his residence, and requesting a photograph, 
which was taken, showing him holding the book, with a 
Baha'i on either side. He promised to read it soon Qn 
his forthcoming brief trip to Saipan. 

Following the interview the photograph was released 
as an official Government news picture, and was print
ed with appropriate caption in the Pacific JouTna~, 
Guam's largest daily newspaper, 

In Saipan, Mariana Islands Hand of the Cause Collis 
Featherstone was interviewed for radio during a brief 
visit in June, 1968. He responded to questions, giving 
the reason for his visit at this time, telling of the second 
election of the Universal House of Justice, and explain
ing the significance and purpose of the Baha'i Faith. 

~-, ,.-...... '~ .. 
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Nationa! Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd'i,s Of New Zealand, 
1968-'69, Front row, left to right: Miss Pam Ringwood, MTS. 
Edith Danielson, Mrs. A!exe Cookson, Second TOW: John Carr 
(treasure.,.), Mrs. Jeanette Battrick (sec'y.) , Mrs. M. Edwards 
(recording sec·y.). Mrs. Nancy Chambers, Pete-r Suschnigg, 
Manoo Alo.'i (chairman). 

The twelve minute interview which was broadcast on 
two successive evenings was heard by many residents 
of Saipan and no doubt reached listeners in Rota 
Tinian and the Northern Mariana Islands. 

Europe 

In Italy a Catholic monk. Padre Marian, who speaks 
weekly on television. mentioned the Baha'i Faith on his 
program and read the prayer for all mankind revealed 
by 'Abdu'l-Baha. Requests from television viewers for 
a copy of the "very beautiful prayer" resulted in his 
arranging for the publication of the prayer in the 
popular magazine Radio-CoTriere TV in its issue of 
July 7. 

Dr. Ernst Benz, one of the leading ecclesiastical 
historians in Germany. has written to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Germany as follows: 

I have spoken for two hours on the Baha'is in 
my series of lectures 'New Religions', and could wen 
use the literature which you kindly sent me, 

Some sixty Baha'is gathered jor the annual convention of New Zeai.and, held May 18-19 in Auckl.and. A well 
attended public meeting was heUl May 18. 
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Eleventh annual Baha'i Summer School. Juneau, Alaska. held June 22 w 26, 1968_ Eugene and Melba King, teachers from Seattle aTe 
in front 'TOW center, Other teachers were' Mrs. Janet Stout and MTS. Vinita Watkup. Forty-two adults and youth. registered, Tepre
slI!'1ltingo sixteen Bahli'i. communities. 

First Loml Spiritual Assemblv of Ridgewall. Ala.Bka.. formed 
April 20. 1968. First 1"OW, left to right: Mrs. Charlotte Gustaf
son, Moon L. Mullin, M'l'S. Alice Rasmussen. Standing: MTS. 
Mo,rv JanE!' Cott1'eU, Lewis Rasmu.s.ren, Dick: Gustafson. Steve 
Randall, Vernon Cottf'eU and MTS. Rave Mullin. 

The Baha'I International Community 
Mr. Victor de Araujo, Accredited Representative to 

the United Nations, was appointed. as a representative 
of the Bahit'i International Community. to membership 
on the Executive Committee of the Non-Governmental 
Organizations committee of the United Nations on July 
17. The executive Committee has plans under way to 
build a stronger relationship between the UN Informa
tion Centers and national Non-Governmental Organiza
tions. 

Nationat Spiritu.al Assemb~y of the Bo.hd'is Of the United Statel 
elected JOT 1968-69. Left to right: Glenford Mitchen (secretafllJ. 
Pau~ Pettit. Dr. Daniel Jordan (vi.ce-chairman) , Dr. Dwight 
AUen, Dr. Sarah M. Pereira, Arthur Dahl (treasurer). Miss 
Charlotte Linfoot (assistant secretar1JJ. Dr. F'iruz Kazemzadeh 
(chairm.an), Jack McCants. In bll-election held August 1 Jack 
McCants Tepi.a.ced Miss Edna True who resigned July 1 be
cau.se of her appointment to the Continental Board of Counsel
lOTS jar N oTth America. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States, as a news 
organ reporting current activities of the Bah::i'i world community. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee, Managing Editor; Mrs. EUnice 
Braun, International Editor; Miss Charlotte Linloot, National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee, 

Material must be received by the twenty-fifth of the second month preceding date of issue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Otfice, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091, U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Center, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois. U.s.A. 60091. 
Changes received by the 15th of the month will take effect in the next month's mailing. 
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INTERNATIONAL DEPUTlZATION FUND: 

Urgent Need for Urgent Propagation 

To: The Baha'is of the World 
Dear Bah a' i Friends, 

The glorious Conference in Palermo concluded with a 
burst of eager enthusiasm of determined and dedicated 
believers who have pledged to do their part in winning 
the remaining goals of the Nine Year Plan, More than 
125 offered to pioneer and mOre than 100 volunteered to 
do travel teaching. In addition, there was a generous 
outpouring of material resources to finance teaching 
projeds. Had the entire Baha ti world been able to 
participate in the Mediterranean Conference we have 
no doubt that all tlte goals would be quickly won. 

With this in mind we wish to impress upon the friends 
who could not attend the Conference, and who will 
surely - through reports and personal contact with 
those who did - sense the enthusiasm generated there, 

that all believers have the privilege to share in the 

pioneering work, in the travel teaching program and 

in contributing to the Fund. 

We announced at the Conference that the Interna
tional Deputization Fund, so far used to aid pioneering 
and travel teaching on an international level, will 
henceforth be available to assist such projects on the 
national level in those areas where support is vitally 
important to the winning of the goals of the Nine Year 
Plan. We are concerned that, although we are now 

approaching the midway point of the Plan we must yet 
form an additional 6,997 Local Spiritual Assemblies 
(76% of tlte goal). and take the Faitlt to over 22,800 new 
localities (59% of the goal). Obviously, hundreds of 
pioneers and traveling teachers will be required, many 
of whom will serve in their own countries. 

Those who cannot pioneer or do travel teaching win 
want to participate by contributing to the International 
Deputization Fund. Let them remember Baha'u'llith's 
injunction: "Center your energies in the propagation of 
the Faith of God. Whoso is worthy of so high a calling, 
let him arise and promote it, Whoso is unable, it is his 
duty to appoint him who will, in his stead, proclaim this 
Revelation, . ," Let the Baha'is of the world join in the 
true spirit of universal participation and win all the 
victories while there is yet time. Let each assume his 
full measure of responsibility that all may share the 
laurels of accomplishment at tlte end of tlte Plan. 

Our fervent prayer is that this one-hundredth anni
versary of the final banishment of Bah.a'u'll;1h will 
mark a significant turning-point in the fortunes of the 
Nine Year Plan, 

With loving Baha'i greetings, 
-THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE or JUSTICE 

Baha'i World Center 
Haifa, Israel 
September 8. 1968 



2 

Hand of the Cause, 1'ara~u.tnah Samandari. 

r"'e funeTul of Hand of th.e Cause Tara-?u'lldh Samandari in 
the House of the Maste1'. 

NOVEMBER 1f'8 

FUNERAL OF HAND OF THE CAUSE 
T ARAZU'LLAH SAMANDARI . . 

In his passing to the Abhit Kingdom on September 2, 
1968 Jinab-i-Samandari attained his wish - to die in 
the Holy Land - and he also lived long enough to 
witness the centenary of Bahit'u'llah's arrival on these 
sacred shores. Though deprived through illness from 
participating in the Commemoration at Bahji, his 
fWleral, by God's intervention, was an unforgettable 
part of the historic and eventful week of activities 
associated with the pilgrimage of an unprecedented 
number of friends from both East and West. 

Nearly one thousand souls attended, most of them 
joining the funeral cortege proceding from the Mas
terts House, where the service was held, to the Bahati 
cemetery at the foot of Mt. Carmel. Included in the 
readings at the service were three Tablets of the Mas
ter to the Samandari family. The funeral was one of 
the largest and most impressive since the time of the 
Master. 

.4pproaching the entrance eo the Baha'i cemeter1l, members af 
his jami!y bear the casket. 

Fenow Hands and members of the Universal Home of Justice act as pan bearers as the casket leaves the 
Master's House. 

r 
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Ha.nd of the Cause A. Q. Faizi chants one of th~ dosing pT'ayll!'TS at the graveside. 

An Example to Us All 
Hand of the Cause Mr. Samandari in 1965, while in 

Mogadiscio, North East Africa, is shown putting the 
finishing touches to The Greatest Name which he has 
just written. An experienced calligrapher, he often 
devoted his evenings to this work, for which he made 
his own ink. 

His whole way of life, quite apart from the inspiring 
talks he gave was a lesson to all. Rising at 6 a.m. to 
chant prayers and Tablets he occupied himself with his 
vast correspondence, receiving visitors and teaching 
the Faith. Not a minute of his time was wasted, for his 
every action: eating, resting. studying the Scriptures 
was to give himself strength for the one purpose of 
teaching. 

, , 
THE PASSING OF TWO KNIGHTS OF BAHA'U'LLAH 

The followmg cablegrams dated September 24, 1968 
have been received in Wilmette from Haifa: 
GRIEVED LEARN PASSING KNIGHT BAHA'U'LLAR AL
VIN BLUM STEADFAST DEVOTED SERVANT FAITH HIS 
TIRELESS LABORS PIONEER SOLOMONS UNFORGETTA
BLE ANNALS BAHA'i HISTORY PRAYING SHRINES 
PROGRESS SOUL ABHA KINGDOM. ADVISE HOLD BEFIT
TING MEMORIAL SERVICE HONOR. REQUESTING NA
TIONAL ASSEMBLY AUSTRALIA HOLD MEMORIAL SER
VICE MOTHER TEMPLE ANTIPODES. CONVEY LOVING 
SYMPATHY MEMBERS FAMILY. 

- THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

GRIEVED LEARN PASSING KNIGHT BAHA'U'LLAH SARA 
KENNY DEDICATED SERVANT CAUSE NATIVE LAND 
STALWART PIONEER MADEIRA WHOSE DEVOTED LA
BORS FRANCE MEMBERSHIP FIRST NATIONAL ASSEM
BLY AND STAUNCH DEFENSE COVENANT CONTRIBUTED 
FIRM ESTABLISHMENT .FOUNDATION THAT NATIONAL 
COMMUNITY ASSURE FAMILY PRAYERS HOLY SHRINES 
PROGRESS HER SOUL ABHA KINGDOM. REQUESTING 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY FRANCE HOLD BEFlTnNG ME
MORIAL SERVICE. 

- THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUsrlCE 

3 



...... , ..... -.~,.. 

4 
NOYEM aER 1968 

Jlw Commemoration althe World Center 
Two Thousand Gather to Pay Homage to Baha 'u'liah 

I T WAS A DAY not unlike any of the thousands of hot 
summer days which had come and gone in the Holy 

Land since the last day of August 1868 when Ba~ 
ha'u'l1ah came ashore in Haifa near the end of His 
historic journey from Gallipoli to the prison city of 
'Akkci. Now. exactly one hundred years later, we drove 
down Vine Street past the very grove of trees where the 
Lord of Hosts pitched His tent on one of His visits to 
Haifa. Nearby was one of the square stone houses of the 
German colony which formerly housed One of the 
Templar families who came here in the 1860's to await 
the return of Christ. The lintel above the door was 
inscribed "Der Herr ist nahe", 

From All Corners of the World 

Now on this day in 1968 there were almost two 
thousand of us - from every continent. every back
ground, every race - united by the bond of His Word, 
coming as the kings of the earth will come in the future 
to pay homage to Baha'u'llilh. Only days before the 
friends had assembled in Palermo, Sicily to hear words 
of inspiration and to share plans for spreading Ba
ha'u'llah's healing balm to every corner of the world, to 
every stratum of its societies. In blazing early after
noon sun, buses from Haifa and the environs wound 

their way down the mountain slopes - the goJden dome 
of the Shrine of the Bab gleaming on levels above the 
blue arc of the Bay of Haifa. Past grey and beige stone 
buildings of this new yet ancient land, past the palm 
trees and the rosy bougainvillaea overhanging the 
winding walls, the buses rum bled through streets made 
quiet by Observance of Shabbat. the Jewish sabbath. 
And unlike that unheralded arrival of Baha'utllah in 
Haifa one hundred years ago, today bus radios an
nounced in Hebrew the arrival of His followers - the 
largest number ever gathered in the Holy Land - to 
pay honor to Him. 

Through lovely massive iron gates we streamed to an 
expanse of lawn lined with rows upon rOWS of benches 
for the auspicious occasion. Stately cypress trees lined 
the paths of smooth white pebbles, and all along were 
circular patterns of shrubs and flowers and lines of 
eucalyptUs and olive trees. And then there it was in all 
its beauty - Bahji - the white arcade of its balconies, 
its blue shutters, its rose-tiled roof. Punctuated only by 
embraces of friends long missed and friends newly met 
and by quiet conversation, the Baha'is came in multi
colored garb - a fascinating sight to onlookers whose 
eyes had never beheld such a gathering and whose ears 
had never heard such a multiplicity of languages. 

Nearly two thousand Bahci'is from aJ)pToximately sixty countries gathered in Banji in the t..'idnity of the Most Holy Shrine to 
participate in the observance of the Centenary of Bahci'u'Ucih'g arrival in the Holy Land. 
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Membe1's oj the UniveTsal House oj 
Justi.ce at the Commemoration of 
the Centenary of the arrival of 
BaJui'u'Iidh in the Holy Land. 

Quietly the friends waited in the shade of the trees in 
front of the Mansion where Baha'u'llah, after years of 
incomparably tormenting imprisonment, summoned to 
His presence the entire company of believers - includ
ing several pilgrims - before His ascension. Here it 
was that He spent the twelve final years of his life. 

The Assemblage at Bahji 

Now on thjs day, cool breezes were wafted over the 
assemblage as from a breath on high, mitigating the 
heat of the sun. As four o'clock approached, all stood as 
honored Hands of the Cause and members of the august 
Universal House of Justice entered single file to be 
seated in front of Bahji Mansion, followed by 'Amatu'l
Baha Rul;1iyyih Khanum. widow of the beloved Guardi
an, attended by Hand of the Cause Dr. Ugo Giachery. 
Missed from their midst was revered Hand of the Cause 
Mr. 'fara?u'llah Samandari, who lay ill in a hospita1. 

Signaling the beginning of the commemoration, 

'Amatu'l-Baha Ru}:liyyih Khanum brought greetings on 
behalf of the Hands of the Cause and the Universal 
House of Justice. Emphasizing the monumental signifi
cance of the occasion, she read, in Persian, words of 
'Abdu'l·Baha about His Father. Characterizing the 
Cause as a great love affair, she cited God's love for 
His creatures and named Baha'u'llah as the greatest 
beloved that the world has ever known. StreSSing. 
together with Baha'u'U<ih's majesty, His infinite kind
ness and mercy, she said "We must come to feel Him 
as the nearest thing in our midst. t. Turning to Ba
ha'u'Hah's mission, she referred to His words to Pro
fessor Browne - the only Westerner known to have left 
any record of attaining His presence - in which Ba
hiI'u'lIah stated that He sought the good of the world 
and the happiness of nations. She commented on the 
extent of the misery of the world, stating that no 
longer are only individuals unhappy but whole na
tions are engulfed by sorrows. She characterized Ba
ha'u'IUth's message as one of joy and fulfillment. em
phasizing that Baha'is present must become rededicated 

'Amatu'l-Bahd Rubiyyih Khdnum 
arTivinrl to participate in the Com
memoTaticm program accompan;ed 
by Hand oj the Cause OT, Ugo Gia
chery. Othe-r Hands oj the Cause on 
the platjoTm aTe: (1. to 'f.) Enoch 
Olinga, A. A. Furutan, Paul Haney, 
Zikru'Utih 1Qtddem. Ra~m.atuJU6.h 
Muhajir. 'A~i Mu~mmad Varga 
(partially ooscu'fed) and WilHam 
SeaTS. 



'Ama.tu'I~Baha. RuMVyih Khadem, opens the program at the 
Commemof'ation in Bah;i with brief remarks on the .si.gnifi~ 
eance of Ihis event. 

Friends completing the circumambulation of the Sh-rine of 
Bahd'u'Ud:h foHowing the Commemoration program. The Man
sion of Baha'u'Ucih is at the left. 

NOVEMBER 1968 

and take to the Baha'is at home and to the world the 
inspiration of the days of commemoration of Ba. 
ha'u'lHl.h's journey to the Holy Land and of the un. 
precedented visit of many friends to the Shrines. Be. 
loved Rlll).iyyih Khfmum closed with a prayer in En. 
glish (Prayers and Meditations, pp. 35·39). 

Alternating among Persian, Arabic and English, 
other Hands of the Cause followed with readings and 
prayers. Dr. Ra:Q.matu'lIa.h Muhajir presented a prayer 
of 'Abdu'I·Baha in Persian: Mr. Paul Haney read 
extracts in English (pp. 64-67) from the writings of 
Baha'u'llah quoted in The Advent of Divine Justice. Mr. 
Zhikrullilh Khildem then recited a eulogy of Ba
ha'u'llah in Arabic from the writings of the beloved 
Guardian, followed by Mr. William Sears' recitation of 
a eulogy of Baha'u'llah in English - quoting extracts 
from God Passes By (pp. 93-100)_ Following the eulogies 
Mr. 'AJi Akbar Furutan presented in Persian quotations 
from Law/.t-i-Ra'is - The Tablet of Baha'u'llilh to the 
Grand Vazir of the Sultim of Turkey. In English trans
lation Mr. Enoch Olinga followed with a meditation of 
Baha'u'Uith (pp. 103-106, Prayers and Meditations). 
While the entire assemblage faced the Shrine of Ba
ha'u'lIah, Mr. Abu'l--Qasim Faizi closed the verbal part 
of the commemoration with the recitation in Arabic of 
the TabJet of Visitation for Baha'u'lhih. 

All Circumambulate the Shrine 

Then tiling in solemn proceSSion, the honored Hands 
of the Cause, led by beloved RuJ:tiyyih Khanum and the 
members of the Universal House of Justice, began 
circumambulating the Shrine of Baha'u'llah, followed 
by the friends who had come by air and by sea for this 
unforgettable occasion. Struck with awe by the great 
beauty and the immenSity of the cypress-lined gardens, 
they streamed down the paths past the green, red and 
purple patterns of shrubs and flowers. Only the sound of 
footsteps, the singing of the trees, and whispered greet
ings of "AlJah·u-Abha" could be heard as the continu
ous stream passed guides along the way - youth from 
many countries who had come to serve at the World 

l..uT: The friends ascending the terraces from Carme~ Avenue to th.e ShTine of the Bub on Sunday, September 1st. CENTER: Asia 
meets AfTica at the Commemoration. Le Loc, Chairman of the National Assembly of Vietnam with. Auxiliary Board member 
Belete Worku of Ethiopia, Mrs. Worku. and Mrs. Le Loc. RIGHT: Mr. Thomas Anoquad, member of the National Spirit1.Ull Assembly 
of Canada. and Mrs. Anoquad pose near the ShTin~ oj the Bab. 



BAHA'I NEWS 

Center for the period of commemoration. Then as 
twilight descended, the last members of the long pro
cession climbed the steps leaving the gardens. return
ing past Bahji Mansion to the waiting buses. 

The Procession on Mt. Carmel 

Another procession highlighted the next morning
this time the steepest of ascents to the Shrine of the 
Bab, the route that the kings will take in the future to 
pay homage. At the foot of the mountain, only blocks 
from the home of 'Abdu'l-Baha and of the headquarters 
of the Universal House of Justice, the pilgrims as
sembled starting the ascent in the early morning heat 
of Haifa. Looking far up to the magnificent Shrine of 
the Bab above and looking back occasionally to the 
streets and the' harbor below, the friends - the old 
and the young - mounted the steep path lined by tower
ing cypress trees and bougainvillaea along the wall. 
Photographers along the way recorded the climb for a 
film that will seek to convey the beauty, the uniqueness 
and the universality of our beloved Faith. 

These days of commemoration, inspiration, and re
dedication shine forth as the friends scatter now to an 
corners of the world with the introductory words of 
Baha'u'lhlh's Tablet of Carmel in their hearts: "All 
glory be to this Day, the Day in which the fragrances of 
mercy have been wafted over all created things, a Day 
so blest that past ages and centuries can never hope to 
rival it, a Day in which the countenance of the Ancient 
of Days hath turned towards His holy seat." 

THE PILGRIMAGE 

A FEW EARLY ARRIVALS registered for their Holy 
Land pilgrimage on Monday August 26th - but the 

great bulk of the more than 1,800 who came arrived in 
Haifa much later. At the Old Teclmion campus, where 
registration headquarters had been set up, a crew of 
World Center staff and volunteer youth helpers verified 
credentials and distributed tickets for buses which 
would transport the friends to the Holy Places in 'Akka 
and Bahji and to the Commemoration program on 
Au gust 31s!' 

Buses left from UNO Avenue near the Shrine of the 

....... , -"- "-'-

PHgrimage lOUT to the House of <Abbtl.d ('Akkd:) during the 
Commemoration activities. 

Bab almost every hour from 8:00 in the morning until 
4:00 in the afternoon. Forty~five minutes later they 
arrived at the Most Great Prison in 'Akka, and the 
pilgrims visited the very cell where Baha'u'IIah was 
imprisoned one hundred years ago. They were also 
permitted to see the House of 'Abbiid where Baha'u'IIah 
.stayed with His family for seven years, and to set foot 
in the room where the Kitab-i~Aqdas was revealed. 

In Bahji both the Shrine of Baha'u'llah and the 
Mansion were open and the friends were able to pray at 
the Holy Threshold and in the room where the Blessed 
Beauty ascended in 1892. 

Upon return to Haifa each one was permitted a brief 
visit to the International Archives BUilding and was 
privileged to view the portraits of Baha'u'llah and the 
Bab. Arrangements were also made for the friends to 
visit the House of the Master in Haifa during the 
afternoons. The Shrine of the Bah was open from 8:00 
a.m. until 8:00 p.m. and the gardens were open for two 
more hours each day. All were asked to pray silently so 
that everyone could meditate and be alone with his 
thoughts in this Sacred Spot. 

Mazra'ih and the Ric;ivan garden were not on the 
official tour, but many believers made special trips to 
see these historic sites while they were here. 

Over 2,275 believe1's from 67 countries gathered in Fiera del Medite-rraneo for the sessions of the Mediterranean Conference 
in PaleTmo. Sicily. 
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The Community of the Most Great Name is now well 
launched on that "unknown sea" of worldMwide procla
mation of the Message of Bahi.'u'Uiih ~ that divine call 
for the unification of the nations and peoples of the 
earth raised by the Supreme Manifestation of God more 
than one hundred years ago. 

This new dimension in proclaiming the true purpose 
of the mission of Baha tu'llah was called for by the 
Universal House of Justice in a series of messages 
preparing the Baha'is for the stupendous task of mak
ing their fellow men aware of God's purpose for human
ity in this Day of Fulfillment and Age of Maturity. 

"Now at last, at long last, the world-wide commu
nity of the Most Great Name is called upon to 
launch, on a global scale and to every stratum of 
human society, an enduring and intensive procla
mation of the healing message that the Promised 
One has come and that the unity and well-being of 
the human race is the purpose of His Revelation. 
This long-to-be-sustained campaign, commencing 
next October, in commemoration of the centenary 
of the sounding of the 'opening notes' of Baha'u'
llah's own proclamation, and gathering momentum 
throughout the remainder of the Nine Year Plan, 
may wen become the spearhead of other plans to 
be launched continually until humanity has recog
nized and gratefully acclaimed its redeemer and its 
Lord." [Message Ridvan 1967] 
"As the Baha'i world enters the third phase of the 
Nine Year Plan we are called upon to proclaim 
once again that Divine Message to the leaders and 
masses of the world, to aid the Faith of God to 
emerge from obscurity into the arena of public 
attention, to demonstrate through steadfast adher
ence to its laws the independent character of its 
mission and to brace ourselves in preparation for 
the attacks that are bound to be directed against its 
victorious onward march. Upon our efforts depends 
in very large measure the fate of humanity .... 
The Centenary campaign has been opened by the 
Universal House of Justice presenting to 140 Heads 
of State a compilation of Baha 'u'IHlh's own procla
mation. The friends must now take the Message to 
the rest of humanity. The time is ripe and the 
opportunities illimitable. We are not alone nor help
less. Sustained by our love for each other and given 
power through the Administrative Order - so labo
riously erected by our beloved Guardian - the 
Army of Light can achieve such victories as will 
astonish posterity." [Message Oct. 1967] 

Presentation of Procl"mation Book to Heads of State 

The Proclamation Book compiled by the Universal 
House of Justice has now been presented either directly 
or indirectly to 109 of the 140 Heads of State selected by 
the House of Justice to receive it. This is the total as of 
August IB, just a few days ago. . 

Although the reception accorded these presentatlOns 
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-
Address by Hand of the Cause Paul E. Haney 

was in many cases polite, and in some even cordia1, it 
is evident that at this juncture of history - one hundred 
years after Baha'u'llah summons to the kings, rulers 
and ecclesiastics of His time - the world's present 
political and religious leaders are not going to bring 
their people into the New World Order foreshadowed in 
the writings of Baha'u'Jlah. The Baha'is themselves are 
the ones who are called upon to discharge this weighty 
responsibility in the course of the proclamation cam
paigns which are to g'ather momentum progressively 
from now until 1973 and beyond. It is the Baha'is who 
now have their rendezvous with destiny one hundred 
years after the Proclamation of Saha 'u'Uah, and not 
the reJigious and tempora1 leaders and rulers who have 
had their chance once again and have failed to grasp it. 

In a recent news letter of one of the National Assem
blies represented on our program this morning, there 
appeared the following quotation from the writings of 
Goethe, the great German poet and philosopher: 

"If you have any faith, give me, for heaven's sake. 
a share of itt Your doubts you may keep to your
self, for I have plenty of my own .... " 

We must endeavor to find hundreds of thousands and 
indeed millions of people, at every level of society, who 
are in this state of mind. 

These days most people seem to have doubts about 
practically everything and faith in nothing, and per
haps this is one of the factors contributing to those 
"illimitable opportunities" which lie ahead to take the 
Message of Baha'u'll;}h to the rest of humanity_ 

Most Important Elements of Proclamation 

In pursuing this goal and in waging this battle it 
seems evident that we must endeavor to understand at 
least four essential points, which may be stated as 
follows: 

1. What powerful weapons Baha'u'llah has placed 
in our hands to wage the campaigns which lie 
ahead. 
2. The consequences of mankind's failure to heed 
the call of God - not only at the time it was first 
raised by Baha'u'lhih. but also in the intervening 
period, and especially now when the world is faced 
with such grave dangers that many people fear 
humanity may not survive at all. 
3. The ultimate goals toward which we are work
ing. 
4. The guidance given to us by 'Abdu'l-Bahit, the 
Guardian, and currently by the Supreme Institution 
of the Universal House of Justice in fulfilling our 
destiny as Baha'is and in achieving our goals. 

B.h.'u'lI~h', M.".ge of Proclamation 

The Proclamation of Baha'u'llah contains words of 
both warning and promise, and we must strive to 
understand both. Surely this has been the effort of all of 
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us in the months since the Proclamation Campaign was 
so auspiciously launched at the six Intercontinental 
Conferences in October of last year. However, a few of 
these powerful utterances will be quoted here. in order 
that together we may gain from them renewed strength 
and inspiration on this historic occasion. 

First, a few passages from the Suriy.i~Muluk (the 
Tablet to the Kings) revealed by Bahil'u'lb.h in Adri
anaple, and described by the beloved Guardian as the 
most momentous of all the Tablets of Baha'u'Uah. 
These will be followed by other brief passages from the 
words of Bahft'u'Uah included in the Proclamation 
Book compiled by the Universal House of Justice, and 
then by the description of the Proclamation of Bah;i· 
'u'llah and its significance by Shoghi Effendi in The 
Promised Day is Come. 

"0 Kings of the earth! Give ear unto the Voice of 
God, caning from this sublime, this fruit·laden 
Tree, that hath sprung out of the Crimson Hi11, 
upon the Holy Plain, intoning the words: 'There is 
none other God but He, the Mighty, the All-Power
ful. the All·Wise' , .. Fear God, 0 concourse of 
Kings, and suffer not yourselves to be deprived of 
this most sublime grace. Fling away. then, the 
things ye possess, and take fast hold on the Handle 
of God, the Exalted. the Great. Set your hearts 
towards the Face of God, and abandon that which 
your desires have bidden you to follow, and be not 
of those who perish." 
"If ye pay no heed unto the counsels which, in 
peerless and unequivocal language, We h~ve re
vealed in this Tablet, Divine chastisement shall 
assail you from every direction, and the sentence 
of His justice shall be pronounced against you. 
On that day ye shall have no power to resist Him, 
and shall recognize your own impotence." 
"God hath committed into your Hands the reins of 
the government of the people, that ye may rule 

• 

with justice over them, safeguard the rights of the 
down-trodden, and punish the wrong-doers. If ye 
neglect the duty prescribed unto you by God in His 
Book, your names shall be numbered with those of 
the unjust in His sight. Grievous, indeed, will be 
your error. .. Cast away the things ye possess, 
and cling to that which God hath bidden you 
observe . ., 
110 King of Paris! Tell the priest to ring the bells no 
longer. By God, the True One I The Most Mighty 
Ben hath appeared in the form of Him Who is the 
Most Great Name, and the fingers of the will of Thy 
Lord, the Most Exalted, the Most High, toll it out in 
the' heaven of Immortality, in His name, the AU
Glorious. " 
"Hearken ye, 0 Rulers of America and the Presi
dents of the Republics therein, unto that which the 
Dove is warbling on the Branch of Eternity: There 
is none other God but Me. the Ever-Abiding. the 
Forgiving, the All-Bountiful. Adorn ye the temple 
of dominion with the ornament of justice and of the 
fear of God, and its head with the crown of the 
remembrance of your Lord. the Creator of the 
heavens. Thus counselleth yOll He Who is the Day
spring of N ames, as bidden by Him Who is the All
Knowing, the AU-Wise.~' 
"0 Concourse of divines ~ When My verses were 
sent down, and My clear tokens were revealed, We 
found you behind the veils. This. verily, is a 
strange thing ... We have rent the veils asunder. 
Beware lest ye shut out the people by yet another 
veil. Pluck asunder the chains of vain imaginings, 
in the name of the Lord of all men! and be not of 
the deceitful. . . . Fear God and be not of the 
heedless." 1 

"Episodes, at once moving and marvelous, at var
ious stages of His ministry, are recounted, and the 
transitoriness of worldly pomp, fame, riches. and 

Hand of the Cause A. A. FUT1.itan addresses the Conference. Othe-r Hands oj the Cause 
seated on the platform (r. to 1.): Rahmatu'[ldh Muhrijir. John FeT1'aby, Adelbert Muhl~ 
schlegel. William Sears, Paul Haney, Zikru'llah Khadem, Enoch Olinga and UgO Gia
chery. Standing, Auxiliary Board member Charles 10a& and Hand of the Cause A. Q. Faizi.. 

t 
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sovereignty. repeatedly and categorically asserted. 
Appeals for the application of the highest principles 
in human and international re1ations are forcibly 
and insistently made, and the abandonment of 
discreditable practices and conventions, detrimen
tal to the happiness, the growth, the prosperity and 
the unity of the human race, enjoined. Kings are 
censured, ecclesiastical dignitaries arraigned, min
isters and plenipotentiaries condemned, and the 
identification of His advent with the coming of the 
Father Himself unequivocally admitted and re
peatedly armounced. The violent downfall of a few 
of these kings and emperors is prophesied, two of 
them are definitely challenged, most are warned, 
all are appealed to and exhorted."2 

Consequences of Mankind's Heedlessness 

We are now passing through what our Guardian once 
termed "a dark age of transition." Since Bahit?u'llah 
sent forth His Proclamation and His divine summons, 
the world has witnessed the downfall of most of the 
kings, rulers and ecclesiastics who chose to ignore the 
words of Baha'u'll.ah and the dire warnings conveyed 
by them; also either the extinction or the progressive 
weakening of the political and religious institutions 
identified with them. 

Here we shall quote from the words of Baha'u'llah 
Himself, appearing in The Promised Day is Come, as 
well as a few of the explanations and observations 
made by the beloved Guardian in this most wonderful 
book, written by him nearly thirty years ago and which 
undoubtedly is one of our most valuable sources of 
knowledge and understanding of the true meaning of 
The Proclamation of Baha'u'llah. We shall also refer to 
brief passages from that remarkably prophetic and 
perceptive work of Shoghi Effendi published under the 
title "The Unfoldment of World Civilization." (con
tained in The World Order of Bahu'u'l!dh). 

"The time for the destruction of the world and its 
people hath arrived. The hour is approaching when 
the most great convulsion will have appeared." 
liThe promised day is come, the day when torment· 
ing trials will have surged above your heads, and 
beneath your feet, saying: Taste ye what your 
hands have wrought" .... "We have fixed a time 
for you, 0 people! If ye fail, at the appointed hour, 
to turn towards God, He, verily, will lay violent 
hold on you, and will cause grievous afflictions to 
assail you from every direction."2 
"The colossal events that have heralded the dis
solution of so many kingdoms and empires have 
almost synchronized with the crumbling of the 
seemingly inviolable strongholds of religious orth
odoxy. The same process which, swiftly and tragi
cally, sealed the doom of kings and emperors, and 
extinguished their dynasties, has operated in the 
case of the ecclesiastical leaders of both Christiani
ty and Islam, damaging their prestige, and in some 
cases, overthrowing their highest institutions. 
·Power hath been siezed' indeed, from both 'kings 
and ecclesiastics'. The glory of the former has been 
eclipsed, the power of the later irretrievably lost. 
This process of deterioration, however startling in 
its initial manifestations, is stiU operating with 
undiminished force, and will, as the opposition to 

.,._, .... 
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Entrance to Fie-r(1 del MediteT1'aneo, Palermo. wheTe the Band'i 
MediteTTanean Conference was held. 

Registration for the ConfeTence - the TTeantrer'~ desk. 

the Faith of God, from various sources and in 
distant fields gathers momentum, be further ac
celerated and reveal still more remarkable evi
dences of its devastating power. "2 

The present world situation, which is indeed, if any
thing, more serious and more dangerous than at the 
time the Guardian gave us The Promised Day is Come, 
clearly indicates that we are still witnessing the opera
tion of that twc>-fold process described by Shoghi Effen
di in "The Unfoldment of World Civilization". A clear 
understanding of this process, as described by our 
Guardian, is essential if we are to realize the true 
purpose and significance of the proclamation cam
paigns which the Baha'is are now called upon to wage 
with increasing vigor and dauntless courage. 

"As we view the world around us, we are com
pelled to observe the manifold evidences of that 
universal fermentation which, in every continent of 
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The translators' booths. The officiat lanQ'uage of the Conference 
was Engli8h.. but simuUaneous translations were provided in 
Italian. Spanish. French, German and Persian. 

278 believers from Persia. aTrived in Pa~ermo 011 S. S, Ken
tavro.s. The snip served as their hotel accommodation and 
later- sailed /01' the Holy Land, putting into the port at Haifa, 
just be/oTe the observance oj the centenary of Bahd'u'l!dn.'s 
anittal. 

the globe and in every department of human life, 
be it religious, social, economic Or political, is 
purging and reshaping humanity in anticipation of 
the Day when the wholeness of the human race will 
have been recognized and its unity established, A 
twofold process, however, can be distinguished, 
each tending, in its own way and with an acceler
ated momentum, to bring to a climax the forces 
that are transforming the face of our planet. The 
first is essentially an integrating process, while the 
second is fundamentally disruptive. The former, as 
it steadily evolves, unfolds a System which may 
well serve as a pattern for that world polity to
wards which a strangely disordered world is con
tinually advancing; while the latter t as its disinte
grating influence deepens, tends to tear down, 
with increasing violence, the antiquated barriers 
that seek to block humanity's progress towards its 
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destined goal. The construct.ive process stands as-
sociated with the nascent Faith of Baha'u'llah and 
is the harbinger of the New World Order that Faith 
must erelong establish. The destructive forces that 
characterize the other should be identified with a 
civ.ilization that has refused to answer to the expec
tatIOn of a new age, and is consequently falling into 
chaos and decline. 

A titanic, a spiritual struggle unparalleled in 
its magnitude yet unspeakably giorious in its ulti
mate consequences, is being waged as a result of 
these opposing tendencies, in this age of transition 
through which the organized community of the 
followers of Baha'u'IHlh and mankind as a whole 
are passing." l:l 

God's Purpose and the Ultimate Goal 

" 

As every Baha'j knows, the unification of mankind in 
all aspects of its life must be the distinguishing feature 
of the stage of its development which human SOCiety 
has n~~', re.ache.d or is rapidly approaching. 
B~ha u lla? Hlmself stated that the essential purpose 

of HIS TeachIngs was "to endow all men with righteous
ness and unde~standing, so that peace and tranquility 
may be establIshed amongst them." He also explained 
that: 

HA new life is, in this age, stirring within aU the 
peoples of the earth; and yet none hath discovered 
its cause, or perceived its motive." "0 children of 
men, the fundamental purpose animating the Faith 
of God and His Religion is to safeguard the inter. 
ests and promote the unity of the human race ... 
This is the straight path, the fixed and immovable 
foundation. Whatsoever is raised on this foundation 
the changes and chances of the world can neve; 
impair its strength, nor will the revolution of count
less centuries undermine its structure." "The well
being of mankind, its peace and security are unat
tainable unless and until its unity is firmly estab
lished." "So powerful is the light of unity that it can 
illuminate the whole earth. ".1 

The underlying purpose of Baha'u'Uah's Teachings, 
we know, is a spiritual one, far removed from political 
considerations. However, we also know that these Teach
ings furnish a broad outline of the specific channe15 
through which man's activities must be directed to 
bring them into harmony and agreement with the basic 
principle of unity enunciated by Baha'u'llah. These 
aspects of our Faith should also be stressed in the 
world-wide campaigns of proclamation now underway. 

It is the inescapable duty of the Baha'is in every land 
to assist our fellow-men to find Bahil'u'lIah, to turn to 
Him, and to seek their salvation through Him. We must 
strive to make them aware of the true significance of 
words of Baha'u'IHlh such as these: 

"Soon will the present day Ol"cier be rolled up, 
and a new one spread out in its stead. Verily, thy 
Lord speaketh the truth and is the Knower of things 
unseen." "By Myself. the day is approaching when 
We will have rolled up the world and all that is 
therein and spread out a new Order in its stead. He, 
verily. is powerful over all things." "The world's 
equilibrium hath been upset through the vibrating 
influence of the Most Great, this new World Order. 
Mankind's ordered life hath been revolutionized 
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through the agency of this unique, this wondrous 
System, the like of which mortal eyes have never 
witnessed." ;l 

We should also endeavor to understand the writings 
of the beloved Guardian explaining the significance of 
the Administrative Order which the believers are build
ing and expanding. The following statements made by 
Shoghi Effendi in "The Unfoldment of World Civiliza
tion" seem to bring into clear focus our goal and the 
relationship of our teaching and administrative activi
ties to the ultimate attainment of this objective: 

"DearlY-beloved friends! This New World Order, 
whose promise is enshrined in the Revelation of 
Baha 'u'llah, whose fundamental principles have 
been enunciated in the writings of the Center of His 
Covenant, involves no less than the complete unifi
cation of the entire human race. This unification 
should conform to such principles as would directly 
harmonize with the spirit that animates, and the 
laws that govern the operation of, the institutions 
that already constitute the structural basis of the 
Administrative Order of His Faith. ".1 

"Who else can be the blissful if not the community 
of the Most Great Name, whose world-embracing, 
continually consolidating activities constitute the 
one integrating process in a world whose institu
tions, secular as well as religious, are for the most 
part dissolving? They indeed are 'the people of the 
right', whose 'noble habitation' is fixed on the 
fOWldations of the World Order of Baha'u'llah - the 
Ark of everlasting salvation in this most grievous 
Day. Of all the kind reds of the earth they alone can 
recognize, amidst the welter of a tempestuous age, 
the Hand of the Divine Redeemer that traces its 
course and controls its destinies . . . Conscious 
of their high calling, confident in the society-build
ing powel' which their Faith possesses, they press 
forward, undeterred and undismayed, in their 
efforts to fashion and perfect the necessary instru
ments wherein the embryonic World Order of Ba
ha'u'llah can mature and develop. It is this build~ 
ing process, slow and unobtrusive, to which the life 
of the world-wide Baha'i Community is wholly 
consecrated, that constitutes the one hope of a 
stricken society. For this process is actuated by the 
generating influence of God's changeless Purpose, 
and is evolving within the framework of the Ad
ministrative Order of His Faith.lts 
The Universal House of Justice in its Riqvim Message 

of 1967, referring to the proclamation campaigns which 
the Baha'is would soon be called upon to undertake, 
gave us a clear indication of the relationship of these 
campaigns to our other activities in teaching the Faith: 

HWorld-wide proclamation, the unknown sea on 
which we must soon sail, will add another dimen~ 
sian to our work, a dimension which will, as it 
develops, complement and reinforce the twin pro-
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ce5ses o~ expansion and consolidation. This pattern 
of teachmg, emerging 50 soon after the completion 
of the framework of the Administrative Order, may 
well be the means of advancing the vital work of 
consolidation and of rendering more effective the 
teaching wisdom which has been gained in a 
hundred years, and more particularly since the 
beloved Guardian called us to systematic and 
planned activities . Every effort of proclama
tion must be sustained by teaching, particularly 
locally where public announcements should be re
lated to such efforts. This co-ordination is essential 
for nothing will be more disheartening than fo; 
thousands to hear of the Faith and have nowhere to 
turn for further information." 
Thus the proclamation campaigns must go hand in 

hand with and be coordinated with teaching programs 
at the national and local levels, and the teaching efforts 
of every individual Baha'i. 

It may not be too much to hope for that the proclama
tion campaigns, at least in the so-called free and 
developed countries, may be the key which will unlock 
and open the doors to the beginning of that mass 
conversion which the friends in these lands have 
awaited so long and for which they yearn so ardently. 

The Promises of Divine Assistance 

As we vicw the WlparalleIed challenge and the awe
some tasks which lie ahead, in the remaining years of 
the Nine Year Plan and beyond, we must derive our 
comfort and our strength from the Divine Promises 
enshrined in our Teachings and the power of ae. 
complishment inherent in them, 

'Abdu'l-Baha told the believers in Paris that "No 
capacity is limited when led by the spirit of God" 
[Paris Talks]. He' also once told a group of the friends 
that "As nothing can prevent the fall of rain from 
heaven to give life to the gardens of earth, so no human 
power is able to prevent the fulfillment of the word of 
God" [The Chosen Highway]. 

Therefore we need have no fears and no doubts about 
the future if we respond as we should to those powerful 
words and weapons placed in OUr hands by Baha 'u'nah 
and by the chosen expounders of His Mighty Covenant. 

If we all arise with determination, fix our gaze 
undeviatingly on the goals set for us by the House of 
Justice, and resolve to demonstrate the quality of our 
faith in heroic acts and selfless service, the Blessed 
Beauty will undoubtedly sustain us, and enable us to 
perform such deeds as will cause all men to bow down 
in awe and admiration before the name of Baha'u'llah! 

References: 
1. The Proda-matton oj Bahti'u'lhih, pp. 7, 9, 11, 17, 63, 74-5 
2. The Promised Day is Come, pp. 45-6, 1-3 (citation from Ba

ha'u'Uah), 76-7 
3, The World Order oj Bahci'u'Uah, pp. 170, 202-3 (citation from 

Bahe. 'u'llah). 161-2 (citation from Baha 'u'llah), 162, 194-5 

People of many races and ethnic backgrounds attended the Mediterranean Can
ference - in aU, 67 countrieS' were represented. 
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"To Teach Those Who Will Teach" 
rhe BafJCl~r year '25 began auspjciously in Ecuador with 

the, visit 01 beloved Hand of ffle Cause 'Amatu'l-Baha R~hrYYih 
~anum who spent fen days in that country .. travelling fo 17 
villages in two provinces in sjx days. Highlighh of her trip are 
pictured, and the following excerpts from her Now-Ruz talk 
in Quito are given below. They convey the cenlrol message 
which she wished to bring to 'ne believers on her trip tflrough
out South America. She is very much concerned with the jm~ 
portance of teaching the Indians and said: 

"I was surprised to learn that the greeting of the 
Incas was: 'Don't lie, don't steal, don't be lazy'. It 
would be a very good greeting for everybody in the 
world. I believe that as we teach the descendents of the 
Incas, we should always tell them the reason why we 
are bringing the Message of Baha'u'llah to them. It is 
not because we pity them, not because we look down 
upon them: it is because it is the duty of every Baha'i to 
give the Message to all of humanity. but especially to 
the Indians of the Americas because of the wonderful 
prophecy in the Faith which is unique. It says that if 
the Indians of America will accept the Message of 
Bahit'u'Uah, they will become like a previous people 
who, in another epoch, accepted the Prophet Mul;lam
mad and illumined the wOdd. We must believe that 
because this prophecy is in our books, it has a great 
Significance and we must also believe that this power is 
in the Indian people. There is something inside of them. 
If they will accept the Message of Baha'u'llilh, it will 
release this great power which is latent within them." 

"I must say something tonight because this is my last 
visit in South America. I believe the Indian people are 
the people who are going to have to teach their own 
people the Faith. There are hundreds of thousands of 
Indians all the way from the north of Canada right to 
the end of South America in the peninsula of Chile and 
Argentina, Tierra del Fuego. There are hundreds and 
hundreds of tribes. They have suffered an injustice that 
1 don't think is equalled in history. But men are always 
unjust to each other, and what occurred hundreds of 
years ago cannot be changed now. Now we must cling 
to the prophecy of Bahil'u'llilh about the future of the 
Indians. 

"The only people who are going to have the strength 
and who are sufficient in number as Baha'is are the 
Indians. That does not mean other people will not help 
them. There are many people and some right here in 
this room, who have dedicated years and much effort to 
teaching this Message to the Indians. But we are not 
sufficient; there are not enough of us, nor do we have 
the strength to go out among the Indians. All the ad
vantage is with the Indians themselves. It is their lan
guage, their country, their people. The Indian knows his 
own environment; he knows his people better than we 
do; he has good legs which many of us from North 
America don't have. Because of these things he is the 
ideal person to take this Message to his own people. We 
must teach the Indians in South, Central, and North 
America to become the great teachers to their own 
people. " 

." ... , - .... -
u 

Meeting in I1uman in the home of Manuel and Calmo Caceres. 

In one place the owne-r buHt an a~c ot flowers th.,oug'h which 
she entered the patio of the house. 

Meeting i.n Tocagon Alto. 

T 
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Announcement by the Continental Board of 
Counsellors of North America 

The Universal House of Justice has directed that 
there be thirteen members of the Auxlliary Boards in 
North America. These are: 

Protection 
Mr. Fred Graham Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin 
Mrs. Javidul:ill.t Khadem Mrs. Velma L. Sherrill 

Propagation 
Mr. R. Ted Anderson Mr. Curtis D. Kelsey 
Mr. Howard J. Brown Dr. Peter J. Khan 
Mr. Albert B. James Mrs. Jane McCants 
Mr. Chester Kahn Mrs. Peggy Ross 

Dr. Willia m M. Tucker 

Latin America Welcomes American Youth 
Mexico 

The second youth project to the Yucatan in Mexico. 
referred to briefly in BAHA'i NEWS for October 1968 (p. 
15) was reported in glowing terms both by the five girls 
who took part and by the National Teaching Committee 
of Southeast Mexico which, in cooperation with the 
Department of International Goals in Wilmette, as
sisted in planning and carrying it out. A house in 
Merida was rented for the girls. who took part in two 
teaching projects simultaneously in this house and at 
the Baha'i Center in Numo. The letter from the Teach4 
iog Committee reads in part: 

"As in the project of the last year, the selection of the 
youthful pioneers was, in itself. a remarkable choice of 
lovely young Baha'is most suitably chosen for this 
area. The girls of both projects were so sincere and so 
genuinely outgOing and loving toward the Mayan peo
ple that they instantly won the hearts of both young and 
adult. Without seeming previous experience the girls 
accepted the conditions in which the Mayan people live. 
the meager circumstances of their homes, the rigors of 

. the intense and continuous heat of Yucatan, and the 
discomfort of the effects on their health at times, with
out hesitating in their purpose to teach the Cause of 
God. They were careful in their dress not to shock the 
Mayan sense of propriety, they were dignified but loving 
in their relations with the friends and contacts, and, 
perhaps above all, they walked among their Mayan 
Baha'i sisters and brothers with such a spirit of oneness 
and humble courtesy that everywhere we heard praises 
and loving comments about them. 

"The project was enormously assisted by the advice 
and help from the member of the AUXiliary Board, and 
later Continental Board of Counsellors, Mr. Artemus 
Lamb, who did so much to arrange the schedules of the 
teaching visits and trips and accompanied the girls 
many times to the villages as well as on their first long 
trip to the territory of Quintana Roo. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Lamb did much to help orient the girls on their arrival 
and to look after their needs. 

"Our beloved pioneer, Susan ~fillett. the product of 
last year's Youth Project, has been doing outstanding 
teaching work and tirelessly went day after day with 
the girls to whatever area they \vere going. including 
two trips to Quintana Roo, one to Pichucalco in the 

Tony and Kuna Indian children in the San BIas Islands. 

State of Chiapas and an extended trip to the State of 
Campeche .... The new Auxiliary Board member, Don 
Celestino Sima, the famous Mayan Baha'i teacher, also 
accompanied the girls on two of the long trips and was 
of such great assistance in translating into Mayan in 
vil1ages where little Spanish is spoken. 

Of the new declarations received during their stay in 
Yucatan, well over fifty were received in the villages 
they visited. They also took part in helping to open new 
villages to the Faith and made many contacts in the 
City of Merida. 

Panama 

The International Youth Project to Panama during 
six weeks of this past summer was a rigorous one. 
Kenneth Haley, a senior at Tulsa University, Oklaa 
homa, and Anthony Lee, a University of California 
graduate from Los Angeles, met in Houston, Texas, on 
July 2 and flew to Panama. Adhering to the itinerary 
developed by the NSA of Panama and escorted by 
United State pioneer to Panama, Ken Francisco, who 
has achieved wonderful results among the indiginous 
peoples of that country, the boys traveled among the 
Guaymi Indians in the Chi rique Mountains, the San 
BIas Islands just off the Colombian coast and the 
Central Provinces of Panama. In the islands, where 
they worked with Kuna Indians, they traveled by boat 
and small plane, in the Chiriques and the Central 
Provinces they traveled mainly on foot with the aid of 
horses when available. They spent two or three days, 
when possible, in the villages. These were rugged 
experiences. 

Later the boys split up and Tony Lee went to Panama 
City to work with the youth there. Ken Haley went into 
the Darian Jungle among the Chocoe Indians and, while 
traveling in that wild area with Ken Francisco, they left 
their dugout canoe and walked through tangled jungle 
and along the edge of a swift stream to reach a village 
during a torrential rainstorm. The dugout canoe was 
found later. It had been crushed by a falling tree. Tony 
Lee was able to accomplish constructive work with the 
youth of Panama. Both of the young men invested their 
own funds in this brief adventure in pioneering among 
people of a vastly different culture and condition, a 
most rewarding experience for these peoples, for the 
NSA of Panama and for the two young men. 

r 



BAHA'I NEWS 

Three Hands of the Cause Attend Iranian Convention 

The Baha'is of irim held their thirty-third annual con
vention in Tihran May 23-26, with three Hands of the 
Cause of God present. namely, General 'Alia'i, Dr. 'Ali 
Muryammad Varqa and JalaI Khazeh. In addition to 
Auxiliary Board members, there were 153 representa
tives from various centers present. Discussion was held 
.in respect to fulfilling the goals and on all 9ther perti
nent matters. The forty years of services rendered to 
the Cause by Miss Adelaide Sharp were commented on 
by the convention chairman, Prof. Hakim. Hand of the 
Cause JaIa.l Khazeh also introduced Mr. Rezvani, pio
neer to Bolivia, commending him for his services there. 
One day prior to the convention a meeting was held in 
the summer school site, Hadighatu'l~Rahman, where 
the three Hands of the Cause were also present. 

RICHT ABOVE: Hand of the Cause Jaldl @azeh from South 
America, at left foreground. wUh MT. Rewani, pioneeT tl'J 
Bolivia. 

RIGHT BELOW: Prof, Hakim. convention chairman, introduced 
Miss Adelaide ShaTPJ commending her services to the Cause 
in ira.n, Mr. Q. Magami, national secretary, appears at the lei' 
of photo. 

ThiTty-third annuaJ convention of Baha.'is is held -in Tihran, iran, May 24-26. 

-.--~ 
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JAPANESE BELIEVER VISITS HIGHLANDS 
OF NEW GUINEA 

Bo.hci~ir of A1'Towana village, New Guinea.. with. traveling 
teacheT, Masaaki Ushibata, oj Japan. A visit to the HigMands 
of New Guinea 011 a Japanese teacher was wei.comed by the 
Bahd'is as an opportunity to veriro the oneness of mankind 
.rime bitter memoTies of World War II aTe stUt strong in 
manll paTtS. Arriving' in GOToka on Augast 23, he was whisked 
bll ;eep to the -Siyani area where the majority of the High
la1lda communities aTe located, traveling over fifty mitu of 
tTeacheTow:. mountain .,.oads, 

RIcHr: UTimo village, the ultimate goal with its fifty Baha'is, 'lOU 
reached at duak. While rice boHed and kau Icau (sweet potato) 
'Was being prepared. the visitors .spoke to the friends, with 
17141\" questions comin(;ll forth 4S the evening p7ogTessed. After 
a. night spent sleeping on bamboo beds, the paTty arosE!' 
at sunrise to begin their homeward trek. This view shows 
M4Sa4ki Ushibata with Tony V01Jkovic and the bearers leaving 
Urimo mUal1e. 

NOYEMBER 1968 

Some of the Baha'is Of Keu village greeting Masaaki Ushiba£a. 
He was accompanied by Tony Voykovic, Tesident youth pio
neer, Silas Oba and MaTgaret Bluett. pioneeT of Australia. 

Thirty Baha'is in Kimo village, with its typical thatched dwellings, greeted the traveling ~eacheTs. From 
this hill-sloped viUage the party proceeded on foot, laden with sleeping bags and provisions, through cooee 
fields, mountains and river volley",. 

r 
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National Spiritual Assemb!y of Argentina, 1968·69. Standing 
(left to right): Miguel Angel Paniagua, Carlos TaZenti, Sh.apOOT 
Saeed, Ehgan'u'Uah Said, Osvaldo Costas. ManueL CaballeTo; 
(seated): Cayetano Liardo, Marulynn Dunbar, Jose Milnik. 

NEWS BRIEFS 
"The Unfolding Role of Women in Modem Society" 

was the theme of a Human Rights seminar held in 
Sydney. Australia, arranged by the Regional Teaching 
Committee of the Baha'is of New South Wales. Ninety 
women representing major organizations and profes
sional groups attended and listened to speakers who 
touched on many aspects of the role of women today. 
Speakers came from Sydney University. the Australian 
Aboriginal ASSOciation, and also included an attorney 
and alderman. Mrs. Joy Vohradsky represented the 
Baha'is and was able to give a comprehensive pre
sentation of the Faith that stirred the interest of many. 
At the conclusion of the seminar, the attendants visited 
the Baha'i House of Worship for an afternoon service. 

-0-

World Peace Day was observed in the Seychelles 
Islands in Victoria on September 15, with a public 
symposium. This function attracted good publicity in 
the local press and on the state-owned Radio Sey
chelles. A fifteen minute radio program on the preced~ 
ing day carried the message of Bah<\'u'llah to all parts 
of the Seychelles Archipelago. 

.,_ .. - ..... 
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Newly elected National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahci!(s of 
Alaska fOT 1968-1969. Front row, left to right: Robe'P"t Schwartz. 
Mrs. GeoTgia Halsle-r (recording secretary). Mrs. Janet Smith 
(secTetary), Donald A. Anderson (treasurer). Standing: Ben 
Guhrke. Robin Fowler. John Kolstoe (vice chainnan) , Blai.ne 
Reed. Robert E. Moul (chab·man). 

National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is ot Tanzania erected 
at the fourth annual convention held in May 1968. Left to 
right, seated: Dr. M. Farhoumand. B. Sikazwe, Mrs. S. Badiei 
(recording sec.), C Wanyama. L. Mwaungulu (secretary): 
standing: R. Yazdani (treasurer), J. Sekikubo (vice ch.aiTman) .. 
Dr. J. SammandTi. Dr. A. Badiei (chairman). 

Fourth annual convention of the Baha'is of Tanzania held at the National (fa:?1"ratu'!-Quds in Da"T-es-Sa
laam May 25-6. 1968. Hand of the Cause Mr. Enoch Olinga appears third from the left. standing. 



18 

National Conference on Human Rights 
The National Conference on Human Rights sponsored 

by the North American Baha'i Office for Human Rights 
(NABOHR) was an outstanding success. Dr. Daniel 
Jordan, chairman of the Conference stated "It was one 
of the most successful teaching efforts sponsored by the 
Baha'i Community since I have been a Baha'i 
communicated the Baha'i spirit and answer to the 
problem in a very powerful way to many leaders and 
prominent persons who are in touch with thousands of 
other non-Baha'is. . reached many people belonging 
to minority groups ... a sound educational experience 
for the many Baha'is present on the Baha'i commit
ment to justice and human rights in that it encouraged 
an application of principle to concrete situations." 

The Conference held September 13-15 at the YMCA 
Hotel in Chicago was attended by some 2[)O persons 
representing many organizations including city. state 
and federal agencies. 

A T ,ibute to the Faith 

The proclamation impact of the Conference can best 
be illustrated by two incidents. Peter MacDonald, the 
Navajo Indian speaker, opened his talk with the re
mark "If only the Baha'is had discovered America 
things would have been different." William Brandon, 
from the Chicago Urban League, a workshop leader, 
opened his workshop report by admitting that he had 
reluctantly accepted to act as workshop leader, but that 
the Conference changed his mind - he was impressed 
by the Baha'i spirit and held up a Baha'i prayer book 
he had been given and said he was even more im
pressed by it. Each Conference member received a kit 
of Baha'i materials relative to human rights including 
Wh.y Ou.r Cities Burn. 

Workshops Make Recommendations 

The Conference was divided into workshops on the 
American Indian, the Spanish-American, Education, 
Employment, Housing and 'Vhite Racism. Among rec~ 
ommendations approved by the Conference: 

School textbooks should accurately document the 
history and achievement 01 all racial and ethnic 
groups. 

Race should be eliminated as a criterion for the 
adoption of children. 

Low income housing programs must also include 
appropriate educational, recreational, transportation, 
medical and employment facilities and not be con
structed in isolation. 

The United States should ratify all the United Nations 
Human Rights Covenants and Conventions. 

Minority groups should be encouraged and supported 
in forming their own businesses. 

Low interest government loans should be provided to 
Negroes, Spanish-Americans and other minority groups 
to cooperatively purchase slum dwellings owned by 
absentee landlords to improve and rehabilitate these 
buildings. 

Intelligence, aptitude and achievement testing in 
schools should be directly related to the language, 

NOVEMBER 1968 

NA ONAl 

Mr. Clark M. EknelberglZ1', Chairman of the Commission to 
Study the Organization of Peace speaks on the international 
view of human rights. A/.so at the head table are Mrs. Juliette 
Buford, Director of N ABOHR and Mr. Peter MacDona!d, Di
redoT of the Ofjice of Navajo Economic Opportunity. 

cultural and social background of the individual child. 
A knowledge of Spanish should be required of teach

ers and administrators of schools in Spanish-American 
communities. 

Human rights should be taught in schools from kin
dergarten through high schooL 

Negro history should be taught as part of American 
history and not as a separate history. 

Federal and state agencies should recognize Indian 
treaty rights and Indians should be given an opporttmi
ty for self-determination in matters affecting them. 

Indian tribes should have a chance to express their 
views on the Indian Resources Development Act pres
ently before Congress. 

Leaders Address Conference 

Mr. Peter MacDonald, director of the Office of Navajo 
Economic Opportunity, told the Conference that the 
Indian is the most misunderstood minority in America. 
He pointed uut that of 500,000 Indians in America, some 
one-third live off the reservations. The Navajos, with 
120,000 members, live on land equal to West Virginia in 
size. Their unemployment rate of 70 per cent is the 
highest in the nation. 

Dr. Dwight Allen, Dean of the School of Education, 
University of Massachusetts, pointed to the samene:ss of 
American education as a source of inequality, since it 
is not geared to the needs of all groups in America. He 
said the school's failure to teach values III curriculums 
has contributed to much of the present youth problems. 
He called for education on human rights in the schools. 

1\'1r. Clark Eichelberger, chairman of the Commission 
to Study the Organization of Peace, said that Ameri
cans should be ashamed that the United States has not 
yet ratified the United Nations Conventions on Human 
Rights. He predicted that in future the great threat 
would be to the human right of privacy. 

Injustice Described 

Miss Dorothy Height, President, National Council of 
Negro Women, stressed that women are still victims of 
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Workshop on Education and Human rights led by Mr. Ernest 
Yancey, Director of Human Relations, Archdiocese of Chicago 
Sch.oo! Board. 

inequality in America. Countries like India have more 
women in government than does the United State::.. She 
stated we have prejudice because of segregation, not 
segregation because there is prejudice. 

Mr. I. O. Funderburg, executive viCe-pIT!Sldent of the 
Gateway National Bank In St. Louis, called for business 
to examine its conscience. Business, he stated, must 
share a part of the blame for the frustration of minority 
groups since it contributed directly and indirectly to the 
development of the ghettos and to civil disobedience. 
Business must engage in a massive program of provid
ing training and jobs for minorjty groups. 

"There 1S no generation gap, but a spiritual gap. 
Youth are bein~ denied their God-given right to serve 
society," said Mr. Edward F. Carpenter, headmaster of 
the Harlem Preparatory School. The problem of youth 
today is thelf denial of self, souL God and their lack of 
Knowledge of the spiritual. As a result they turn on and 
tune out. We must recognize that human rights has a 
twin brother named human responsibilIty." 

Necessary Reforms 

The keynote address at the Conference was given by 
Mr. Hugh Jackson, executive auector of the Wichita 
:Trban League, Wichita, Kansas. 

He called for the elim ination of the ghetto and a 
major national program to accomplish this. "Black 
power is a term to be understood and not feared," he 
said. He cited the need to decent.ralize welfare services 
to neighborhood levels, to open new lobs in the ghetto. 
and to have Blacks play more active roles in ghetto 
servjces. 

8aha', Message St.ted 

The closing address was presented by Mr. Glenford 
Mite-hell, secretary of the U.S. National Baha'i Assem
bly. He remmded those attending that over one hun· 
-:ired years ago, Baha'u:lJ.ih. Prophet-Founder of the 
Baha'i FaJth, called for a restructuring of society to 
assure justice for all peoplt?s and to eliminate all forms 
of prejudice. Baha'is, he stated. see human rights as 
God-gi ven rights. 

.. -............... ---

Outstanding Australian Teacher Passes Away 
Mrs. :Mariette Bolton. one of Australia's most out

standing Baha'i teachers, passed away on 10th July. 
1968, and was laid to rest in the Northern Suburbs Ceme
[ery on 15th July, 1968. Australia and the Pacific Islands 
have thus lost one of their most ardent teachers. Cables 
were received from the Universal House of Justice 
Hands of the Cause in the Holy Land, the Hand of th~ 
Cause in Australasia and many National Spiritual As
semblies in the Pacific. 

Mrs. Bolton, whose ability to speak French has been 
so valuable, had just returned from one of her many 
teaching trips in the Pacific, when she became seriously 
ilL Mr. and Mrs. Bolton will always be remembered, 
besides for their great teaching efforts, for donating 
the Summer School to the Faith in Australia. The bless
ings of this wonderful contribution are immeasurable. 
A Temple l\'Iemorial Service was held on Sunday. 28th 
July, 1968, as suggested by the Universal House of 
Justice. Many of her friends, Baha'is and non-Baha'is 
attended. 

Believers and Friends Pay Tribute 
to Knight of BaM' u'lIcih 

::vIaria Ciocca Holmlund, pioneer to Sardinia in Octo
ber 1953, a Knight of Bahit'u'llith who served steadfastly 
at her post for fifteen years, passed away there on 
August 20 on the eve of the first historic Oceanic Con
ference at Palermo. A I_etter from the Baha'i group of 
Cagliari, Sardinia, states in part: 

"Her joy ...... .3 s to hear of the progress of the Cause. 
How fervently she prayed for the success of the First 
Oceanic Conference. for she knew what a great quicken
ing effect that historic gathermg would have for the 
Cause in the Mediterranean area and throughout the 
world. 

"She lived to see historic things happen in Sardinia! 
During the last months of her life beloved Hand of the 
Cause Dr. Ugo Giachery and his dear wife VIsited the 
island. ..:\s a result (he local newspaper carried 
a lengthy article on the Faith with a photograph of 
'i\.bdu'l-Baha, the first such article ever to appear in a 
Sardinia newspaper. She witnessed the first declaration 
in April 1966. The new belIever's young daughter de
clared in November 1967 and in May 1968 a young law
yer embraced the Cause . Now, as if by a higher 
Providence she had the added joy to witness the dec
laration of yet another soul just three days before her 
passmg. All of this on the island whose inhabitants had 
been the last on the European continent to embrace 
the Christian Faith some gOO years after Christ. 

"Some one hundred people, mostly Sards! gathered 
to honor her a t. her funeral. . (which was) an occasion 
for teaching the Faith. She it was who fifteen years be
fore, a young girl of 24, had come alone to a land where 
women alone \vould never think of coming. Only an 
undeviating faith in Baha'u'llith sustained her, but on 
the strength of that faith this island will one day give 
brilliant light to a new wor1d." 



Spiritual Assembly oj the Baha'is of San Bernardino, Cali
fornia at the time oJ incorporation May 27. 1968. Left to right, 
seated: James Brandon, Jane Steele. Joan TitheTington; stand
i.ng: Chester Steele, Virginia Brandon. Simone Bandy, Ailene 
Fletcher. LaRue Johns. Albert WHliams. 

Spiritual Assembly oj the Baha'is of St. Marys Counfy. Mary
land, formed at Ri~t.,an 1%8. Left to right. seated: Jim Inman, 
Mrs. Cece[ia Inman. Mrs. Rebecca Groves, Mrs. Judith Ham
mond Guffey. Norman Moore,' standing: WilHam Gfo1>es (vice
chairman). Miss Hazel Neat.'e (sec.retary). Mrs. Loretta Sullivan 
(treasurer), Joseph GUffey (chairman). In the past year the 
group of thTE.'e adults and one youth enrolled ten new be
lievers. eight since last October. 

Herald of the South is a quarterly magazine 
published in Australia and available on a sub
scription rate. Baha'is around the world may 
be interested in subscribing to this journal 
which is under the auspices of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Australia. Baha'is from 
Australia, New Zealand and from many other 
parts of the world contribute articles to it, 
Subscription rates: (includes overseas mailing) 
- $2.00 surface mail ; $3.40 airmail. 

Send subscriptions and money orders to: 
National Spiritual Assembly/Baha'is of 

Australia, Inc. 
Subscription Accounts 
2 Lang Rd. 
Paddington, N.S.W. 2021 

,._, .......... ,"-
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Baha'i Publishing Trust 

Four More Lesson Plans Available 

Lesson Plans prepared by the Advisory Committee on 
Education were made available in June for Grades 7 
and 8 and also Baha'i Holy Days for Grades 1-9. Four 
more grades have now been added. All manuals are 
8\~ x 11 size. 
Grade K--8eries 1: Progressive Revelation; Teachings 
for the Individual; Social Teachings. 
Grade I-Series 1: Baha'i Heroes; Teaching:::; fOl· the 
Individual; Social Teachings. 
Grade 2-Series 1: History; Teachings for the Individ
ual; Social Teachings. 
Grade 6-Series 1: Histury; Teachings for the Individ
ual; Social Teachings. 

Each of the four Lesson Plans, Per Copy .... $2.00 

Wall and Pocket Calendars 

Baha'i Wall Calendar. 1969, The new calendar has a 
World Center photo, with Feast Days and Holy Days 
depicted in different colors and detailed information on 
special observances contained on the back. 

Overseas orders should b~ sent as soon as possible. 
All orders within the U.S. should also be sent in soon to 
avoid last minute rush mailings, especially during the 
last weeks of December when mailing is most difficult. 
(No standing orders except overseas.) 

Per copy ...................................... $ .25 
10 copies ......... . ............ $2.00 
25 copies .......... .. ............... $4.00 

Note: Minimum orders are $2.00. It is very costly to 
process orders for less than this amoWlt, or for a single 
calendar. Communities should combine their calendar 
orders and order only through local librarian. Isolated 
individuals who order the calendar should try to make 
up an order of at least $2.00 of various items. This is 
much appreciated. 
Pocket Calendar, 1969. A World Center photo also 
iUustrates tbis calendar. Feast and Holy Days are 
indicated, These are most convenient for bil1fold or 
purse, enabling every Baha'i to always be aware of 
important Baha'i days. (No :'1tanding orders except 
overseas. ) 

20 copies .,...... . .......... . ...... $1.00 
........ $4.00 100 copies 

Order from Baha'i Publishing Trust 
110 Linden Ave. 

Wilmette, Illinois 60091 

BAHA'i NEWS is published for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual .J\s.sembly of the United States, as a news 
organ reporting current activities of the Baha'I world community. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edlted by an annually appointed Ed.itorial Committee: I\:Irs. Sylvia Parmelee. Managing Editor: Mrs. Eunice 
Braun, International Editor; Miss Charlotte Lintoot, National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee. 

Material must be received by the twenty-fifth ot the second month preceding daLe of issue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Office. 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette. Illinois 60091, U.S.A. 

Change of address shuuld be reported directly to National Baha'i Center. 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, Illinois. U.S.A. 60091. 
Changes received by the 15th of the month will take effect in the next month's mailing. 
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Education or Pioneering? 
To the Baha'i Youth in Every Land 

Dear Baha Pi Friends, 

In the two years since we last addressed the youth of 
the Baha'i world many remarkable advances have 
been made in the fortunes of the Faith. Not the least of 
these is the enrollment under the banner of Baha'u'llil.h 
of a growing army of young men and women eager to 
serve His Cause. The zeal, the enthusiasm, the stead
fastness and the devotion of the youth in every land 
have brought great joy and assurance to our hearts. 

During the last days of August and the first days of 
September, when nearly two thousand believers from 
all over the world gathered in the Holy Land to com
memorate the Centenary of Bah.i'u1llah's arrival on 
these sacred shores, we had an opportunity to observe 
at first hand those qualities of good character, selfless 
service and determined effort exemplified in the youth 
who served as volunteer helpers, and we wish to 
express our gratitude for their loving assistance and for 
their example. 

Many of them offered to pioneer, but one perplexing 
question recurred: Shall I continue my education, or 
should I pioneer now? Undoubtedly this same question 
is in the mind of every young Baha'i wishing to 
dedicate his life to the advancement of the Faith. There 
is no stock answer which applies to all situations; the 
beloved Guardian gave different answers to different 
individuals on this question. ObviOUSly circumstances 
vary with each individual case. Each individual must 
decide how he can best serve the Cause. In making this 
decision, it will be helpful to weigh the following fac
tors: 

• Upon becoming a Baha'i one's whole life is, or 
should become devoted to the progress of the 
Cause of God. and every talent or faculty he 
possesses is ultimately committed to this over
riding life objective. Within this framework he 
must consider, among other things, whether by 
continuing his education now he can be a more 
effective pioneer later, or alternatively whether 
the urgent need for pioneers, while possibilities 
for teaching are still open, outweighs an antic
ipated increase in effectiveness. This is not an 

easy decision, since oftentimes the spirit which 
prompts the pioneering offer is more important 
than one's academic attainments. 

• One's liability for military service may be a 
factor in timing the offer of pioneer service. 

• One may have outstanding obligations to others, 
including those who may be dependent on one 
for support. 

• It may be possible to combine a pioneer project 
with a continuing educational program. Consider
ation may also be given to the possibility that a 
pioneering experience, even though it interrupts 
the formal educational program, may prove 
beneficial in the long run in that studies would 
later be resumed with a more mature outlook. 

• The urgency of a particular goal which one is 
especially qualified to fill and for which there 
are no other offers. 

• The fact that the need for pioneers will un
doubtedly be with us for many generations to 
corne, and that therefore there will be mpny 
calls in futUre for pioneering service. 

• The principle of consultation also applies. One 
may have the obligation to consult others, such 
as one's parents, one's Local and National As
semblies, and the pioneering committees. 

• Finally, bearing in mind the principle of sacri
ficial service and the unfailing promises Baha
'u'l1ah ordained for those who arise to serve His 
Cause, one should pray and meditate on what 
one's course of action will be. Indeed, it often 
happens that the answer will be found in no 
other way. 

We assure the youth that we are mindful of the many 
important decisions they must make as they tread the 
path of service to Baha'u'Uah. We will offer our ardent 
supplications at the Holy Threshold that all will be 
divinely guided and that they wiI! attract the blessings 
of the All-Merciful_ 

Deepest Baha'i love. 
~THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

Baha'i World Center 
Haifa, Israel 
October 9. 1968 
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A Message from the Hands of the Cause In the Western Hemisphere 
On the historic occasion of the announcement by the 
Supreme Body of the Faith, the Universal House of 
Justice, of action taken to insure the development of 
"the Institution of the Hands of the Cause with a view 
to extension into the future of its appointed functions of 
protection and propagation/' the Hands of the Cause of 
God in the Western Hemisphere are moved to convey 
loving greetings to all the dedicated servants in Ba
hatu!llah's "Army of Light" whose efforts have con
tinuously supported those of the Hands in the Western 
Hemisphere and their Auxiliary Boards. 
It seems appropriate too, that we express our thanks 
for the generous contributions to the Continental Ba
ha'i Fund, which have flowed from the World Centre to 
the Faith, the National Spiritual Assemblies, and the 
dearly loved friends throughout the entire Hemis
phere - this Fund which is blessed through its initia
tion by the beloved of all hearts, Shoghi Effendi, in his 
April 6, 1954 message to the Baha', World: 

"Urge initiation five Continental Baha'i Funds 
which, as they develop will increasingly facilitate 
discharge functions assigned Boards, Transmitting 
five thousand pounds (as) my initial contribution 
(to) be equally divided five Continents. Appeal 
twelve National Assemblies individuals insure 
steady augmentation Funds through annual assign-

The Continental BoaTd of CounselloTS tOT Europe at the 1;fa:ti
ratu'l-Quds in Brussels. Left to right: Louis Henmet, Mrs, 
DOTothy Ferrabll. Erik Blumenthal. 

RIGHT: 
First meeting ot the Continental Board of CounseHors for 
South America with the Hand of the Cause, in Cochabamba, 
Bolivia, August 12-18. Left to right: Donald Witzel; Athos 
Costas; Hand of the Cause oj God, JaLah 1Ql.azeh; Hooper 
Dunbar, 

ment National Budgets (and by) individual contri
butions . . ," 

It is through this Fund that the work of the Institution 
of the Hands of the Cause has been steadily ac
celerated throughout the entire Hemisphere. Always. 
as the increasing needs arose to carry out important 
missions through services of the members of the Auxil
iary Boards, funds were available - and this is through 
the generosity, the love and devotion of the believers. 
We are happy to share with the friends the information 
that through careful and economical administration of 
this Fund, which has been used strictly according to the 
spirit of the instructions of the beloved Guardian; and 
in spite of the increasing protection and propagation 
activities carried forward by this institution, support of 
this fund has been so wholehearted and spontaneous 
that a considerable amount accumulated. This amount 
has now been divided and allocated to the three new 
Continental zones in the Western Hemisphere, to be 
administered by the respective Continental Boards of 
Counsellors, 

-HANDS OF THE CAUSE IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE 

By: Zikru'nah Khitdem 
Trustee of the Continental Fund for 

the Western Hemisphere 
September, 1968 

All contributions for the support of the continu
ing work of the Institution of the Hands of the 
Cause in North America should be addressed to: 

Continental Baha'i Fund for North America 
112 Linden Ave. 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091 

If preferred, the contribut.ion can be sent to; 
Edna M. True~ Trustee 
418 Forest Ave. 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091 

- Continental Board of Counsellors 
for the Protection and Propagation 
of the Baha'i Faith in North America 
Edna M. True, Trustee 

T 
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NSA rep7'elen:tative making pT'uentation 
to Dr. Ram Subhag Singh. MinisteT of 
Parliamentuv Affairs. 

NSA .,epre.sentatWe.r with the Indian Min
isteT of PetToZewn, Mt'. hook Mehta on 
whom they called to pTe'sent the book. 

THE PROCLAMATION 
" " Of BAHA'U'L.LAH 

is Presented to OHicials 

of India 

Bahd:'(s 0/ Bombay make presentation to 
the Chief Minister of Maha ... aahtTa.. Mr. 
V. P. Naik (extreme lett). 
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Representatives of the NSA with M.,.. 
Satya NaTayan Sinha, Minister of Health 
of India. 

Baha'b of CrdctLtt4 present the book to 
the GOVern.oT of West Bengal. (center'). 

Participants at a teaching eonferent!e held at Devlali. India. August 15-18, 1961. 
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IN SPEAKING OF THE INFLUENCE of the Prophets 
of God on the evolution of humanity, the Beloved 

Master, 'Abdu'1~Baha, commenting on the consequences 
of Abraham's exile upon the whole of Europe and most 
of Asia. said: 

"Since the exile of Abraham from Ur to Aleppo in 
Syria produced this result, we must consider what will 
be the effect of the exile of Baha'u'llah in His several 
removes from ':fihroin to Ba@dad, from thence to 
Constantinople, to Rumelia, and to the Holy Land. "1 

Dramatic Days of the Master's Ministry 

This statement, made some sixty-two years ago, was 
a ray of hope to the Baha'is of those troublous days -
perhaps the most dramatic of the Master's Ministry, 
when the merciless forces of opposition were endanger
ing the Master's own precious life and the safety of the 
Cause of God. Thirty-eight years had passed since the 
arrival of BaM.'u'll:i.h and the little band of His follow
ers at the penal colony of jAkka. During this period 
'Abdu'l-Baha had witnessed and participated in the 
forging and consolidation of an endless chain of events, 
leading to the establishment and operation of the unify
ing force of His illustrious Father's Revelation. These 
events included construction of the Bab's Sepulchre on 
Mt. Carmel; erection of the first Ma@riqu'l-Adhkar of 
the Baha'i world. in Turkistan; the penning of that 
immortal document. His Will and Testament, in which 
He heralded the establishment of the World Order 
envisaged by the Bab and ordained by Baha'u'Ilah, 
outlined the Administrative Order which would arise 
after His own passing, and firmly implemented the 
Covenant, with vision set upon the glory to come: 
the ransom of Baha'u'llah's forty years of suffering and 
banishment! 

In a few days we shall joyfully gather on the shores of 
this same Mediterranean Sea which touches Palermo, 
in the land of our heart's desire, by the Most Great 
Prison, with the view of the Holy Mountain to the west, 
to commemorate the moment when the Blessed Beau
ty's feet touched that hallowed soil. And there and then 
we shall ask ourselves. in wonderment: Is this a 
dream? The fleeting one hundred years of sorrow and 
joy, of labor and difficulties, of rise and fall, of accom
plishments and illusions, of victories and exaltations, 
will be rapidly reviewed in OUr minds, filling our hearts 
with celestial happiness. Then we shall realize that the 
power of Baha'u'll£th's mighty Revelation, in one hun
dred years, has burst beyond the confines of Persia and 
the East, has penetrated into the most remote regions 
of the earth and encircled the whole globe. As the rain 
brings life and blossoms to the sands of the desert. so 
this Revelation, propelled by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, has brought a profusion of flowers and fruits to 
the :parched soil of man's heart, and has initiated the 
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powerful change of climate in the affairs of the whole 
human race. 

Unprecedented Progress in First Century 

Little did the sm all band of followers who shared the 
fate of such an august Personage, one hundred years 
ago, imagine that the Revelation manifested through 
His Word would advance so very far on the road 
leading to worJd-wide recognition and undisputed tri
umph. No one would have believed then that His Cause 
would, in one century, sail across the seven seas, reach 
the heart of each of the five continents, and be pro
claimed and acclaimed as the very remedy needed to 
heal the ills of the world, and as the sole refuge for a 
spiritually starved mankind emerging from the suspi
cion and dogmatism of an unenlightened age. 

By comparison, no dispensation of the past can dis
play in time and space a similar greatness of achieve
ment, nor offer such a magnitude of events to come 
that will weld creeds t races and nations into an organic 
and inseparable unit in which the eternal law of love, 
interlaced with order and justice, will be master of 
man's destiny. 

Beloved friends. my heart is overflowing with grati
tude for the wonders which we, as witnesses of the first 
century after Baha'u'llah's arrival in 'Akka, are actu
ally beholding. My mind is awe-stricken by innumer
able facets, each one a resplendent sun, which reHect 
upon this contingent world myriads of promises ful
filled, promises which are enshrined in the very core of 
Baha'u'llah's Revelation. It is not the age of technical 
developments and wonders that leads mankind along 
the path of regeneration, but the dynamic potency of 
His revealed Word which, in this past century, has 
influenced all human affairs, and will continue to ad
vance to fulfill His very last promise. 

The Baha'i Community in 1968 

To attempt to present to you the true status of the 
Baha'i world community, in this year 1968, is a task of 
such magnitude that it would require not only many 
hours but a volume of statistical facts, as well. As both 
cannot be a part of this presentation, I shaIl limit 
myself to the most salient points, hoping that your 
rejoicing will be as great as mine. 

Shining as bright as a star of the first magnitude is 
the birth and evolution of the Administrative Order 
which, as I have already mentioned, sprang from and is 
the framework of the Master's Will and Testament, and 
is not only the nucleus but the true pattern of the New 
World Order which is destined in time to embrace the 
whole of mankind. 

I cannot proceed any further without paying a tribute 
to the unforgettable and much loved Guardian of the 
Cause, Shoghi Effendi, whose boundless vision and 
indefatigable labors were the luminous polestar of his 
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at the First Oceanic Conference in Palenno August 1968 

precious existence. His guidance, from the time of the 
passing of his beloved Grandfather t the Master, until 
the very last days of his incomparably fruitful life on 
this earth, gave the prime and lasting impetus to the 
inception and evolution of the Administrative Order: 
"to be conceived,.' in the Guardian's own words, "as an 
instrument and not a substitute for the Faith of Baha'u'
IH;h. that it should be regarded as a channel through 
which His promised blessings may flow ... ":.! 

The Crown of the Administrative Order 

All the Guardian's writings are permeated with antic
ipation of the birth of the crown and glory of the 
Administrative Order, that supreme organ of the Ba
ha'i Commonwealth, The Universal House of Justice. 
Beloved friends, on this Centenary anniversary we see 
the mighty edifice of the Administrative Order embrac
ing all continents. all people. all ethni c groups. The 
bejewelled crown, resplendent in its genuine beauty, 
infallible, created of equity, justice and universal love, 
now leads the Faith of Baha'u'llah to its ultimate 
destiny? luster and fame. The stupendous dome of an 
indestructible structure, The Universal House of Jus
tice, the splendor and glory of the Baha'i world, rests 
upon eighty-one firm and enduring pillars? eighty-one 
National Spiritual Assemblies. These have been erected 
in eighty-one of the one hundred thirty-five independent 
nations in which the Faith has been established. thus 
bringing to seven hundred and twenty-nine (81 x 9) the 
number of electors of The Universal House of Justice 
itself. In the immediate years to come. the number of 
such pillars will be greatly increased, making the 
Baba'i Faith a truly universal Faith. 

Let us look back and see the marvel of the happen
ings of the past one hundred years. At the end of the 
"Heroic Age", during the Ministry of 'Abdu'l-Baha 
(1892-1921). thirty-five countries had been opened to the 
Faith. Today the number of countries opened to our 
beloved Cause has increased to 314? and there are 32,000 
localities in the world where Baha'is reside. At Ric;lvan 
1968 the Universal House of Justice reported there were 
31,883, with the number mounting daily. 

World Wide Scope of the Faith 

To give an over-all view of the magnitude and impor
tance of the present structure of the Administrative 
Order of Baha'u'IUth - aside from the spiritual and 
administrative order at the World Center of the Faith to 
which r shall refer later on - it will suffice to say that 
there are 73 National Haziratu'l-Quds, with others in 
the process of acquisiti"an'; unnumbered local I:Ia~ira
tu'l-Quds, perhaps many thousands; 50 Temple sites; 62 
National Endowments; 12 permanent summer and win
ter schools; 22 teaching institutes; and 71 educational 
schoo1s throughout the Baha'i world, plus an uncounted 
number of teaching institutes and summer and WInter 
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schools on a seasonal basis, which enliven the teaching 
activities of the 6,000 local spiritual assemblies and 
26,000 Baha'i groups. Moreover, to enhance the prestige 
and give evidence of the sacredness of oUr Precious 
Cause, five Ma:m.riqu'l-Adbkars have been erected, 
through great effort and at tremendous cost, in the 
continents of Africa, America, Australia, Asia and 
Europe. The one in Asia (at 'I~qabad) had to be 
demolished recently after it was seriously damaged by 
a violent earthquake. A corner-stone has already been 
placed in the erection of yet artother Temple in the 
heart of the Americas, in Panama, the crossroads of 
the East. the West. the North and the South. In time 
other Baha'i Houses of Worship will be built throughout 
the world. The spiritual significance of such edifices, so 
holy and beautiful, cannot be sufficiently emphasized, 
as they stand as symbol of the singleness of God and 
the oneness of mankind, the "silent teachers," as they 
were called by the beloved Master. 

Foremost in my mind at this time is the importance 
of racial amalgamation, the true healing miracle of the 
Faith of Baha'u'Uah. which is gaining momentum with
in the pale of our beloved Cause with vigor unprece
dented in the whole history of humanity. Well over one 
thousand races, tribes and minority groups are safely 
sheltered under the exalted canopy of the unifying 
power of Baha'u'llah's Revelation, welded into a world 
brotherhood, Wlited in one purpose. 

The Problem of language 
From the very inception of this Revelation, the mat

ter of languages presented a difficulty which, with 
expansion of the Faith among people of different 
tongues throughout the world, became a growing prob
lem reouiring all the ingenuity of the followers of 
Baha'u'llah to solve it. It is a well-known fact that only 
in the last century, Christianity was able at last to 
reach a nation in the very heart of Asia and the Gospels 
were translated into the language of that country. 
Shoghi Effendi was very conscious of the problems that 
the difference in language would bring, and he pre
pared himself early for the ponderous task of making 
accurate and scholarly translations of the Sacred Writ
ings into EngJish, thus opening the way for a stream of 
translations to flow through this western language into 
myriads of different languages and for their publication 
throughout the world. To date? Baha'i literature is 
printed in over four hundred languages. well over one 
hundred translations are ready for printing, and the 
Baha'i literature has been further enriched in fifty
seven languages. 

To cope with such a weighty task, ten Publishing 
Trusts, in both East and West, have been created and 
have raised the standard in presentation of Baha'i 
literature, distinguishing it above the variety of reli
gious literature generally existing in the world. Thus, 
from the Supreme Pen of Baha'u'lhih the regenerating 
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Word of God flows with a new freshness and potency to 
all men. who are willing to read this message. 

Beloved friends. the Cause of God is a living organ
ism, constantly unfolding and permeating every ave
nue and byway of our present-day civilization, bringing 
rays of hope to the hearts and setting humanity upon 
the right course toward a 'World Commonwea1th operat
ing under Baha'i laws. Recognition of the prestige of 
the Faith is becoming an everyday experience. Fifty-six 
of the eighty-one National Spiritual Assemblies are 
incorporated within the laws of their cOWltries, notably 
the one in this beautiful land of Italy whose guests we 
are today. Nearly 600 local spiritual assemblies aTe also 
incorporated, and are now permitted to acquire prop
erty and to conduct all administrative and social activi
ties allowed by law. 

Widespread ReCo9nition 

The Proclamation period now in effect in our Nine 
Year Plan has brought further acclaim and reCOgnition 
to the Faith: Kings, heads of governments and high 
priests, including the present Pontiff, Paul VI. have 
each been presented with a copy of a compilation of 
Tablets of Baha 'u 'II ah to the kings and rulers of His 
time. In the majority of cases the books have been 
graciously received and acknowledged, opening the way 
to a better understanding of the purposes and aims of 
the Faith on the part of many governments of the world. 

In the field of recognition of the Faith we must 
mention that twenty-three countries, plus forty-three 
states of the United States and the District of Columbia, 
have duly recognized the legality of marriage per
formed by Baha'i institutions. Similarly, recognition of 
Baha'! Holy Days has been granted as applying to 
schools and public employment, by twenty-three coun
tries and by 139 localities scattered in thirty-nine states 
of the Union and the District of Columbia. 

Let us rejoice in the knowledge that after one hun
dred years the name of Baha'u'lhih, then obscure and 
unknown prisoner of the Turks, is today on the lips of 
these kings and heads of state and of the countless 
government officials who have also received copies of 
the Proclamation book. 

All the publicity media are devoting more and more 
time and space to bringing knowledge of the Faith to 
millions by way of the cinema, television, radio and the 
press. I wish we could offer you statistics as to the 
number of articles appearing in newspapers and maga
zines, some of it illustrated with beautiful colored 
photographs. During the first ten months of the Proc
lamation period at least a million pieces of Baha'i 
literature have been distributed free, by the Baha'is in 
the cold regions of Alaska, the Yukon and Lapland, in 
the torrid plateaus of South America and the heart of 
Africa, from the East and the West, in all the islands of 
the seven seas, in all the continents of the world. It is a 
rising clamor of acclamation, a blazing fire of recogni
tion, which tills the hearts with joy and spurs us on to 
ever greater deeds. Little did the small band of prison~ 
ers landing in 'Akkil that fated day of August 31, 1868, 
know that a century later the exalted name of their 
Leader would be crossing the ether in invisible waves 
and making headlines in print. 

To give one example only, I wish to relate to you that 
in West Germany a Baha'i publication revolving 
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around the Intercontinental Conference in Frankfurt 
last October, has been distributed to 43,301 schools in 
the whole country, a feat that will have wonderful and 
unexpected repercussions among the students of those 
schools. 

Participation in United Nations 

Since 1948 the Baha'j Faith has been accredited to the 
United Nations as a non-governmental organization 
participating in scores of international meetings in 
various parts of the world. Today, there is a well
established Baha'i representation to that body, under 
the directives of The Universal House of Justice, which 
is adding prestige to the Cause but giving, as well, the 
opportunity to establish cordial relations with the 
official representatives to that concourse of nations. 

Beloved friends, Jet us now consider the heart of that 
sublime and consecrated Spot from which emanate the 
spiritual potencies sustaining and guiding the destiny of 
our Faith. 

Si9nificance of the Tablet of Carmel 

"Haste thee, 0 Carmel," proclaims the Pen of Ba
ha'u?llah,a "for la, the light of the Countenance of God, 
the Ruler of the Kingdom of Names and F ashianer of 
the heavens, hath been lifted upon thee." "Rejoice, for 
God hath in this Day established upon thee His throne, 
hath made thee the dawning-place of His Signs and the 
day spring of the evidences of His Revelation." "Ere 
long will God sail His Ark upon thee and will manifest 
the people of Baha who have been mentioned in the 
Book of Names." 

The two monarchs who had cruelly engineered Ba
ha'u'Uilh's fourth exile, to Palestine, could have had no 
inkling that their very action was to rebound to the 
Glory of the Cause of God, fulfilling aU the ancient 
prophecies of Christianity and Islam, so that the spir
itual and administrative center of the Faith of Ba
ha. 'u'llah would be established on the slopes of that 
Holy Moun:tain and in the twin cities of 'Akkfl and 
Haifa. 

On this Centenary date the magnificent mausoleum of 
the Bab, with its golden dome, stands on the western 
end of the beautiful Baha'i gardens on Mt. Carmel, in 
the exact spot designated for it by Baha'u'llah. While in 
the gardens to the east stands the Tomb of the Most 
Holy Leaf, near to which are the tombs of the brother, 
mother and wife of our Master, 'Abdu'l-Baha. all sur
rounded by infinite beauty and loveliness, as the focal 
center around which are developing the world-directing 
administrative institutions ordained by Baha'u'IIa.h and 
anticipated by 'Abdu'l-Bahil .. 

In explaining the meaning of that passage which I 
have just cited from the Tablet of Carmel, the beloved 
Guardian stated when I was in his presence that "the 
people of Bahit'? referred to the members of The 
Universal House of Justice, and "the Ark", to the world 
administrative center. The "people of Baha", the nine 
universally elected members of The Universal House of 
Justice t are nOw established in the powerfully spiritual 
administrative World Center of the Faith, directing all 
the affairs of the Cause and shaping the most eagerly 
awaited gem of Baha'u'Hflh's Revelation, His World 
Order. 

Friends! Our gratitude, our fervent prayers, our love, 

T 
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our esteem and respect go out to these loyal and 
trustworthy members of The Universal House of Justice 
whose exemplary lives of dedication are a constant 
reminder to us that to serve God, detachment, con
secration and sacrifice are the essential reqUisites of a 
Baha'i. 

The Hands of the Cause of God appointed by the 
beloved Guardian, assisted by their Auxiliary Boards, 
are serving throughout the world as the standard bear
ers of the Cause of Baha'u'llah, as the "Chief Stewards" 
of His embtyonic World Commonwealth, bringing to 
the friends words of praise and encouragement, pro
moting learning, diffusing the Divine Fragrances and 
edifying the souls of men. The Hands of the Cause are 
one of the most precious assets of the Baha'i world and 
will continue to convey to their very last their spiritual 
inspiration, the beloved Guardian's own heritage. 

There are one hundred and thirly·five Auxiliary 
Board members throughout the world who inde
fatigably render outstanding services in the fields of 
propagation and protection of the Faith. 

To further strengthen the Institution of the Hands of 
the Cause and to extend their functions into the future, 
The Universal House of Justice has called into ex· 
istence eleven Continental Boards of Counsellors, who 
have already assumed their sacred responsibilities. 

A View of the Wo~d Center 

There is much yet to be said, dear friends, but I will 
conclude my remarks by delineating to you what you 
will see at the World Center of the Faith, which we shaH 
visit in a very few days: 

There are two cities, spiritual anchors of the Faith, 
'Akkil and Haifa. 
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There are two Shrines, Baha'u'Uah's and the Bab's. 
The rare beauty of the formal gardens surrotu1ding the 
Shrine of Baha'u'IIa.h and the Mansion of Bahji, situ. 
ated just south of 'Akka, has become legendary. The 
majestic serenity of that Holy Spot, the point of adora
tion of the Baha'is of the world, has no rival anywheTe 
on the globe. The spiritual goal of Bahil'u'llilh's fol
lowers, and the center of interest for thousands of 
weekly visitors, it is a landmark of the highest spiritual 
potency. From there His Spirit radiates everywhere, 
bringing solace and hope, contentment and joy to the 
heart and soul of every believer. 

There are two Mansions, Bahji and Mazra'ih, near 
'Akkil. 

Two Houses, Baha'u'llah's in 'Akka and 'Abdu'l-Ba· 
ha's: in Haifa. 

Two Holy Gardens, RiQ.vfm and Firdawzi. 
One International Archives. 
One Pilgrim House, on Mt. Carmel. 
As we bow our heads in silent prayer to glorify the 

central Figures of our beloved Faith - the Forerunner, 
the Founder, the Perfect Exemplar and the Guardian
we turn our grateful hearts in thought also of the 
Letters, the heroes, the martyrs, the Hands of the 
Cause, the pioneers, the teachers and the administra
tors who have preceded us in the victorious march of 
sublime and selfless deeds and have made it possible 
for us today to witness the greatness, the glory and the 
triumphs of Baha'u'llah's sure Cause which will rule 
supreme over man's destiny for the next five hundred 
centuries. 
References: 

1. God Passes By. p. 107·108 (SAQ 1S-16>. 
2. The World Order of Baha.'u'LJ.ci.h, p. 9. 
3. Tablet of Carmel, Gleanings. XI. 

At the Summer School held at the ,u4.?i-ratu'l-Qud.s in Ujjain, India June 1 to 10, 1968. The ov~ on~ hun~red w~" att.ended in· 
eluded. members of th.e new~y enrolled Gaddi tribe of Himachal Pradesh.. Sessions covered subJects tncludmg Baha t ~ustOTY ~nd 
administration comparative religion, Baha'i taws and teach.ing and were so inspiring that at the end 0t. the sch.ool many .... ouths 
ogered to serv~ as teachers of the tribal people. Hand of the Cause Dr. Mtlhajir who helped plan the sesswns was present to lead 
c!asses 400 inspire the participants. 
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Know Your Baha'i literature 

The Divine Art of Living 

Compiled by Mabel Hyde Paine 

(Reviewed by Kathleen Javid) 

The Divine Art of Living is a rich source for individ
ual deepening or group study, the prelude and accom
paniment to Proclamation called for by The Universal 
House of Justice in its Ridvan '67 Message. It is 
likewise an excellent basic introductory book to the 
Faith for the spiritually hungry unsophisticated 
masses. 

This compilation consists mainly of the Creative 
Word of God revealed by Baha'u'Uah, and simple 
powerful explanations given by 'Abdu'I-Baha on practi
cal application of spiritual principles. Interspersed 
throughout are a few passages from the Bible which 
subtly allow the seeker to recognize the single source of 
all Revelation. 

As an introduction to the Faith, The Divine Art of 
Living immerses the thirsty seeker immediately in the 
ocean of His words offering spiritual sanctuary for 
those whom current cataclysmic events have shaken to 
the realization of the impermanence of the material 
realm. To the frustrated, the fear ridden, the sorrow 
laden it offers new and deeper understanding of the 
purp~se of life and presents the spiritual principles 
necessary today for self-understanding and develop· 
ment of the inner spiritual resources with which we are 
all endowed. 

Capacity of the Seeker 

The message and teachings must always be geared to 
the interest and capacity of the seeker. The Divine Art 
Of Living is most suitable for the spiritually receptive 
souls. For those who must be awakened through their 
current interests, our secondary sources of Baha'i liter
ature might be the first approach. For he who see,ks 
solutions to the basic universal individual and SOCIal 
problems, there is Rli.t;.iyyih Khanum's Prescription fOT 

Living; for the intellectually curious who. seek ,a ~road 
basic understanding of the history, SOCIal prmclples, 
administration and laws of the Baha'i Faith as well as 
its spiritual teachings, two choices exist - Bahd'u'lltih 
and the New Erut the first basic Baha'i text, by Dr. 
Esselmont, and the more recent All Things Made New 
by John Ferraby (currently under revision by author); 
for the Christian and theologian, there IS Chnst and 
Bahti'u'lltih by George Townshend; for those who see 
society disintegrating and civilization cr.umbling, ~e. 
newaI of Civilization by David Hoffman mIght be a WIse 
selection. Indeed all of our secondary sources of Baha'i 
information - books about the Faith written by Baha'is 
_ have a range of appeal for different mentalities, 
capacities and interests and c~ awaken and catap~lt 
the curious contact toward the mtended target of sm
cere investigation and quest for truth. The Divine Art of 
Living which is the Creative Word of God in its deepest 
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simplicity, will have the greatest appeal for the spiritu
ally awakened soul who can recognize the light instant
ly. 

Must Firit Teach Ourselves 

Bahft'u'Uah has commanded each of us to teach and 
to obey His laws, He has also told us that to be effective 
as a teacher, we must first teach our own selves. The 
Divine Art of Living is an excellent handbook to teach 
ourselves as individuals. 

Themes dealt with under major chapter headings 
include the potential spiritual qualities of the soul, and 
stepping-stones which we must utilize and develop as 
we seek spiritual advancement. Among these are Trust 
in God, Prayer and Meditation, the Power of the Holy 
Spirit, Faith and Certitude, Detachment and Sacrifice, 
Rectitude and Purity, Obedience and Humility, and 
Love and Unity to mention but a few. 

The Creative Word might be likened to a powerful 
magnet. When searching souls respond to it and are 
influenced by it, they become magnetized with the 
divine love and lines of spiritual power radiating from 
them magnetize and transform those whom they con
taet. 

Reading of the Word of God daily is enjoined by 
Baha'u'llah "that ye may unravel its secrets and dis
solve all the pearls of wisdom that lie hid in its depths" 
that the soul, Irmay soar on the wings of revelation to 
the Dawning place of proofs, This brings you nearer to 
God, were ye of those who understand." (p. 41) 

"Intone, a My servant, the verses of God that have 
been received by theet as intoned by them who have 
drawn nigh unto Him, that the sweetness of thy melody 
may kindle thine own soul, and attract the hearts of all 
men. Whoso reciteth, in the privacy of his chamber, the 
verses revealed by God, the scattering angels of the 
Almighty shall scatter abroad the fragrance of the 
words uttered by his mouth, and shall cause the heart 
of every righteous man to throb. Though he may, at 
first remain unaware of its effect, yet the virtue of the 
grace vouchsafed tulto him must needs sooner or later 
exercise its influence upon his soul." counsels Baha'u'
!lah (p. 37). 

Power of the Holy Spirit 

Investigation of a single theme in The Divine Art Of 
Living such as the chapter on Prayer and Meditation 

r 
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increases our spiritual comprehension. Neophyte or 
seasoned Baha'i will gain added understanding and 
new meaning each time he reads the chapter. Prayer, 
the seeker learns, is "a light to his heart, an illumina
tion to his sight, a life to his soul and an exaltation to 
his being." (p. 26) Prayer" ... causes a cormection 
between the servant and the True One." (p. 27) 
Through attraction to the Kingdom as the result of 
prayer, "one's ability and capacity increase.!! (p. 26) 

Instructions are given on How to Pray, What to Pray 
For. and Answers to Prayer, as well as a lengthy 
section on Praise and Gratitude. 

As one gropes for greater comprehension, he be
comes aware that he is unable to advance spiritually 
by his own unaided efforts. 

"We understand" explains jAbdu'I-Baha Uthat the 
Holy Spirit is the energizing factor· in the life of man. 
Whosoever receives this power is able to influence all 
with whom he comes in contact . . . 

HThe difference between spiritual phHosophers and 
others is shown by their lives. The Spiritual Teacher 
shows his belief in his own teaching by himself being 
what he recommends to others. 

"An humble man without learning, but filled with the 
Holy Spirit, is more powerful than the most profound 
scholar, wjthout that inspiration. He who is educated by 
the Divine Spirit can, in his time, lead others to receive 
the same Sprit. . . ." (p. 45) 

Such pass3ltes guide the seeker step by step along the 
path of the Kingdom. 

Sacrifice 01 S.II-Will 
One theme which is interwoven throughout the book 

is that human failings must be replaced by divine 
qualities, that our will, our desire - our very self
must be sacrificed, so that we rely completely on God's 
Will, until we reach the point where we see with His eye. 
and hear with His ear. 

"The mystery of sacrifice is that man should sacrifice 
all his conditions for the divine station of God. The 
station of God is mercy. kindness, forgiveness, sacri
fice, favor, grace and giving life to the spirits and 
lighting the fire of His love in the hearts and arteries, JI 

according to 'Abdu'l-Baha. (p. 73) 
The hook itself and the subject The Divine Art of 

Living might best be summarized by one quotation 
from 'Abdu'l-Baha: 

"Nearness to God is possible through devotion to Him, 
through entrance into the Kingdom, and service to 
humanity; it is attained by unity with mankind and 
through loving-kindness to all; it is dependent upon 
investigation of truth, acquisition of praiseworthy vir
tues, service in the cause of Universal Peace, and 
personal sanctification. In a word, nearness to God 
necessitates sacrifice of self, severance and the giving 
up of all to Him. Nearness is likeness." (p. 73-74) 

Baha'u'llah suffered untold miseries that mankind 
might be awakened to the station of sacrifice. True 
world unity. which is the purpose of Baha'u'JHlh's 
Revelation can be achieved only when men give up 
their individual wills and choose knowingly to follow 
the Will of God. 

Application of the verses in The Divine Art of Living 
will enable every sincere soul to more effectively con
tribute to the final glorious goal of World Unity. 

.. _, ...... -.--
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First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Yaounde, the 
Federal capitol Of the Republic of Cameroon. Seated (left to 
right).- Miss Louie Stewart (secretaTY): A!fTed Defan.g (chaiT
man),. Emmanuel Begoumenie (vic€-cnaiTman); Standing (left 
to right).' David Eyong, Paut Nkono, Jacob Allukotang, John 
Ayuk:; and Efias Eta (treasurer). Ernest Ayompe was absen'. 

Press and Radio in the Cameroons 
With the inception of the period of Proclamation at 

the Feast of Ma@iyyat, 1967, the Faith has enjoyed 
quite unprecedented publicity during the past year, in 
the Cameroon Times, major newspaper for West Camer
oon, which has a circulation of some 2,500. A total of 15 
news items have been reported comprising a total of 129 
column inches, including photographs, on different oc
casions. An outstanding opportunity was given in the 
"Letters to the Editor" column when a reader wrote 
asking '~What is a Baha'i?" This was answered in an 
article submitted through the National Assembly cover
ing two-thirds of a page, giving a brief summary of the 
Faith, its principles, history and major teachings. 

In addition to the press publicity the Radio Camer
oon, Bue-a, has made several mentions of the Faith in 
news announcements, and the visit of Mr. Jenabe Cald
well was marked by an invitation to him to give a 22 
minute interview answering questions on the Faith. 
This was broadcast on ~~Radio Newsreel" immediately 
after the news broadcast on March 22, 1968. 

o 

Baha'; ;n the News 
The Tundra Times, a newspaper published in Fair

banks, Alaska, owned and edited by Eskimos, Indians, 
and Aleuts of Alaska, published a large, illustrated 
article concerning the presence of Joyce Norman, a 
Tlingit-Haida Indian from Sitka, Alaska, at the Pa
lermo Baha'i Conference and the Commemoration in 
the Holy Land. Joyce and her husband, FrederiCk, 
became Baha'is in Fairbanks in 1964. The article gave 
considerable background on the Faith and included a 
photograph of Mrs. Norman and one of Mr. and Mrs. 
Tom Anaquad, Canadian Indian Baha'is, taken in the 
Holy Land on Mount Carmel. 
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At the fi.fth national convention of th.e Baha'is of the Indian Ocean, held in 1968. Over 170 believers attended 
the gathering which was on the island of Mauritius. 

The Passing of a Member of the Italian Community 
The Universal House of Justice cabled to the National 

Spiritual Assembly of Italy as follows on the occasion 
of the passing, on October 2, of Mrs. Maud Bosio, the 
mother of Mrs. Firuz Kazernzadeh: 

DEEPLY GRIEVED LEARN PASSING DEVOTED 
MAIDSERVANT BAHA'U'LLAH MAUD BOSra EARLY 
BELIEVER ITALIAN COMMUNITY, HER SACRIFICIAL 
SERVICES SUCCESS FIRST MEDITERRANEAN CON
FERENCE LOVINGLY REMEMBERED. PRAYING 
SHRINES PROGRESS HER SOUL ABHA KINGDOM. 
ADVISE HOLD BEFITTING MEMORIAL GATHERING. 
CONVEY SYMPATHY MEMBERS FAMILY. 

-UNIVERSAL HOUSE O£o' JusTIn: 

TraveHng teachers meeting with the newly formed Ba.ha'i 
Group of Mymensingh, East Pakistan who are' eagerly antici
pating /Ormation oj a Local Assembly fl.y next Ri\ivan. 

Delegates and other Baha'is attending Belgian Nationa[ Convention held in Brussels on Mall 18-19. 1968. 
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Those who attended the teaching class in Saioon in ear~1J Octobe1'. 

Vietnam Implements Teamer Training Program 
An advanced teaching class held in Saigon October 1 

to 10 was attended by sixty-four Baha'is all of whom had 
previously attended at least two teaching courses. 

The project stressed self help. every attendant pay
ing his 0[' her own lravel and food expenses. They came 
from various areas, some having to use planes because 
of hazards of road travel and stayed, during the 
course, at the national I.:Ia~iratu·l-Quds where a spirit 
of enthusiasm and a sense of mission developed which 
enabled them to overlook any inconveniences of the 
bare accommodations. 

There were ten courses of lectures daily with evening 
discussions as well, the subjects covered including: 
administration, methods of mass teaching, consolida
tion, and the privilege of sacrificing for the Cause of 
God. The newly published Hidden Words of Baha'u'lIilh 
in Vietnamese was also included in the curriculum. The 
spirit of sacrifice generated resulted in contributions to 
the Fund, and the self-help aspect of the cla sses ex
tended even to the providing of medical treatment by 
some of the medically trained believers who attended. 

Upon completion of the course the students returned 
to their activities with plans for accelerating the mass 
teaching and will report results within a few months. 
Past efforts have, by the grace of Baha'u'llah, resulted 
in over 750 new believers for each of the past two 
months. 

National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd'is of Vietnam jor 1968-
1969. Left to right: Mr. LeLoc, chairman, Mr. LeCan, Mr. Quang 
Din Minh. vice chairman, Mrs. LeLoc, Mr. NguyenvanNo. Mr. 
LeCho, secretary, Mr. LeDullThinh. Mr. TroungLiemDong, 
treasurer, Mr. LeTrinh. 

T 



Attendants at the fiTst Teacher Training Imtitute held in Belize, 
British Honduras. August 3-11. 1968. 

B-ritish Honduras Forges Ahead 
There is a lot of forward movement these days in 

British Honduras in the teaching field and in achieving 
our Nine Year Plan goals. We don't have enough of 
anything - personnel, transportation, literature or 
funds - but there's a spirit of enthusiasm and dedica
tion carrying the Faith onward. 

First Teacher Training Institute 

August 3 to 11 saw the first real Teacher Training 
Institute, held in the city of Belize. There were only six 
full-time students who could spare that much time, but 
they were gems Baha'u'llah had helped us to find. and 
friends from Belize and Burrel Boom swelled our num
bers. The courses covered a lot of ground - history, 
basic teachings, laws and ordinances, explanations of 
symbols and mysteries, proofs of the Faith and work
shops in administration. National Assembly members 
did the teaching and Artemus Lamb, member of the 
Continental Board of Counsellors for the area, added 
much during his three-day visit. 

Chorat group of COTOzal. British HonduT4$, who sang at COfl,
cepcion school sessions. 

All yOlU1g men, the students were tucked into the 
home of Dr. Hedi Ahmadiyeh and others joined them 
for meals there in a spirit of true Baha~i fellowship. 
There were periods of recreation for swimming, walks 
or siestas, but no, they must listen instead to tapes of 
Hand of the Cause William Sears and others or learn 
Baha'i songs. Four of the six were from the out districts 
and went home full of new spirit and knowledge. From 
the enrollment cards that keep pouring in they are 
eagerly sharing it with others. 

Session Held in Mayan Village 

September 30 was the date of a one-day school held in 
Concepcion~ an all Mayan village in the north. This lS 
where our much loved pioneers from Yucatan, Maxi. 
milliano Cauich, his wife DonetiIla and family are 
living and teaching, both in word and deed. Spanish 
and English were the languages and some thirty viJ
lagers, plus many children. crowded the benches be
neath a huge shade tree. Mrs. Cora Oliver's car came 
rolling in at the end of a hundred mile drive with four 
other Baha'is from Burrel Boom. Corozal was also 
represented by a group of dedicated young men, three 
of them brand new Baha'is, but aflame. One of them 

Many different races are represented at the Bahd'i schoa! in the Mayan village 
ot Concepcion, British. Honduras. 

-.--



Mayan women who took: charge of cooki.ng at se7vice at Con
cepciOn school ses,rions. MTS. MaximiUiano Cauich, who with 
hn- husband, has been pioneering in British Honduras from 
Yucatan, Merico, is shown at right. 

was a policeman, and his young wife declared during 
the afternoon. Mrs. Cauich and another Mayan Baha'i 
sacrificed the morning session to cook a delicious mid
day meal and other villagers eagerly took over the 
serving and clearing up. Suddenly a choral group of six 
young men formed itself and we were an singing 
Baha'i songs. It was a truly beautiful day, in weather 
and in spirit? so much love and unity, and when the 
time came they could not bear to part. It took the 
gathering darkness to disperse the last of them, and the 
Belize group left with the plea r.inging in our ears: 
uPlease, please let us do this again very, very soon. H 

Nine Year Goals Proceeding 

Baha.?u'llah is showering confirmations on our Nine 
Year goals also. Incorporation of our National Assem
bly was completed early this year by means of a 
Private Bill which recognized the Faith as an indepen
dent religion. We have our Baha'i Holy Days approved 
by the Department of Education. Our endowment, an 
acre of land in Burrel Boom,· is registered, and the 
appointment of a National Marriage Officer is being 
completed. All is ready for the incorporation of three 
more local assemblies, completing our goal of four. We 
have selected a temple site in the area of the new 
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Capitol now being built, but Government has not yet 
approved its sale. Our l:fa~iratu'l-Quds. is the big prob
lem because land is so scarce and so high, but we know 
this too will be solved in good time. 

Pure Souls Are Wailin9 

Our joy is great, of course, at the appointment of Dr. 
Hedi Ahmadiyeh as an Auxiliary Board member, but 
we are, oh so sad, at losing him on OUr National 
Assembly and the Local Assembly of Belize. However. 
he will now have more time for teaching in the villages. 
They are such pure souls there, just waiting to hear 
about Baba'u'Hih. Many have dreams: a great mes
sage is coming, or other indications. You give them 
that Message and they accept and start to teach others. 
Any weekend trip can bring fifteen to twenty new 
believers. 

Do not some of the friends in other parts want this 
joyous experience of finding eager listeners with no 
resistance? We urge them to come to British Honduras, 
if only for a trip. We've lost most of our pioneers and 
with more teachers, literature and transport - who 
knows what could happen here? 

-SHIRLEY WARDE 

Th.e National Baha'i AssemMy of Guatemala jor this current 
yeaT are as follows: (seated) Marion Tyler; Louise Caswell, 
chai.rman; Betty Zingali, corresponding secretary; (back TOW): 

Raul Munoz; Oscar Sierra, vice-chairman; Julio Cesar Con. 
treras, recording secretary; Joseph Zingali, trea&urer; Adrian 
Pop Chiquin. Mario Garcia. 

Some ot those attending the eighth annual convention of the Baha'is 
01 Venezuela. Auxiliary Board member DonaW Witzet (now member 
at the Continental Board of Counsellors for South Ame-rica), (at right, 
back row) presented the message /Tom th.e Universal House of Justice. 
The Gua;iro and Carina. Indian delegates, who formed a large paTt of 
the convention delegation, took active paTt in the c<mvention deHbeTa
tiona: on aU matterS'. 

National Spiritua~ Assembly of Venezuela, front row 
([f!.ft to Tight): Addie Teske; Zenaida Gonzatez; Ana 
Josefa Pirei.a.; Yolanda Rodriguez; back row (lejt 
to right): Peter McLaren; Rafael Gonzalez; Martha 
Posner; Weldon Woodard; E'leoy Carrascal. 



An heroic and sacrificial band of teachers have taken 
it upon themselves to fulfill the goals of the Nine- Year 
Plan for Bolivia, walking through the Andes mountain 
country 10 teach the Faith and to deepen those attract
ed to the Faith of Baha'u'llah. The photo above shows 
this group with Hand of the Cause of God Jalal Khazeh 
(second from right, last row). Four wellknown teachers 
are not included in the photo (above): Andres and 
Carmelo Jachakollo and Walter and Manuel Jachazara, 
the latter having been Rul}iyyih Khanum's special 
deputy during her visit this past year. Isidro JachakoUo 
appears in first row at right. 

The first Local Spiritual Assembly of the Canton 
Huanuni Indians was formed in the village of Vilacollo 

Youth Sponsor Mexican Summer School 
A summe-r school, largely sponsored by the youth 

committee, under the guidance of the National Assem
bly of Mexico, was held September 13-16, 1968, at 
Cuautla, Morelos, Mexico. Mrs. Carmen Burafato, 
member of the Continental Board of Counsellors, 
opened the school with an inspirational talk and Eduar
do Perez de Leon introduced the teachers. Eager volun
teers took up the assignments for the smooth function
ing of the school. Mrs. Dina Perez de LeOn, along wth 
youth from Etzatlan and Guadalajara, Jalisco, spoke 
about the Dawn~Breakers; Jorge Campos, a youth, 
discussed Baha'i administration and the various insti
tutions of the Faith; and Susan Millett. pioneer to 
Yucatan, presented a discussion on the message from 
the Universal House of Justice. Dr. Juvenal Gutierrez, 
Auxiliary Board member, explained the duties of a 
believer, illustrating with quotations from the Baha'i 
Writings and generating an enthusiastic spirit of partic
ipation. Mrs. Nura Mobine, a Persian pioneer, dis
cussed Baha'i laws. 

Reports of the Palermo Conference and the recent 
events in the Holy Land, including the passing of Hand 
of the Cause of God, Mr. Samandari, were shared with 
the friends. 

The spirit of the school sessions is summed up in the 
following statements of some of the attending youth: "I 
enjoyed every moment of this ... school, its fellowship, 
classes and the spirit .... " "We need more time for 
participation in discussions and a deeper understanding 
of the teachings." All left with a resolution to fulfill the 
plea of 'Abdu'l-Bahi>. to teach. 

...... , ............ 
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Heroic Band 

of Bolivian Teachers 

in April of 1957, a bleak region on the arid Altiplano, the 
western tableland of BoliVia, about 12,000 feet above 
sea level. It was the Mayor of that village, Andres 
Jachakollo, who, searChing for a pure faith for his 
people, found the Baha'is in LaPaz and after some 
months of intensive study along with his brother, Car
mela, accepted the Teachings of BahitJu'llah unre
servedly. They became the first two members of their 
race in Bolivia to become Baha'is. 

Concerning the man standing beside Mr. Khazeh. at 
his right, RUQiyyih Kbanum said that he had a "rare 
and sainUy face." Great numbers of these Indian 
people of Bolivia. often living in remote and difficult 
places, are waiting to hear the Message of Bahit'u'nah. 

British School Held in beland-a T uming Point 
For the first time the British Summer School was held 

in Ireland in the goal town of Dun Laogbaire, just 
outside of Dublin. The theme was based upon the follow
ing extract from a letter of the Universal House of 
Justice: " ... upon our efforts de~nds in a very large 
measure the fate of humanity. . . . U The highest 
attendance was ninety, during the second weekend, with 
friends present from Norway, America, Persia and 
Africa. Everyone was deeply thankful for the presence 
of Hand of the Cause of God Jalal Khazeh from South 
America. His joyous humor, his wisdom, his profound 
knowledge of the Faith and his account of his experi
ences in Persia were in a great measure a contribution 
to the success of Ihe school. Although his suhjects 
ranged widely, most of the time they were dissertations 
on the Universal House of Justice, the Hands of the 
Cause and Baha'i education. 

Sets of three workshops were held on "Goals of the 
Nine Year Plan," "Laws and Ordinances." "Building 
the Administrative Order," and "Teaching the Cause." 
In addition to workshops on these topics, stimulating 
late-night sessions were given by Adib Taherzadeh and 
Betty Reed. During the afternoons small parties visited 
the grave of the Hand of the Cause George Townshend 
in the beautiful quaint little town of Enniskerry where 
he was buried in 1957 and, at the request of Universal 
House of Justice, prayers were held there one morning. 

The Irish friends felt that this school could possibly be 
the turning point of the Cause in Ireland, indeed of the 
whole of the British Isles, and with supreme sacrifices 
every goal can be achieved on time, nay exceeded. 

T 
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Council Fire Attracts Record Attendance 

The sixth Annual Council Fire at Makah Indian 
Reservation, Neah Bay~ Washington is a deHght
Jut example oj Baha'i effort incorporating be
lievers from Canada, various parts of the United 
States, youth and adults, Indians and others in 
the common bond of love and dedication to the 
Faith. Its spirit is conveyed in the foHowing ac
count by One of the participants: 

"With eager hearts and tired arms, we pulled around 
the last curve, away from the beauty of the Strait of 
Juan deFuc3, and there nestled around a boat-laden 
cove, was Neah Bay. We were almost at the site of the 
6th Annual Council Fire held August 10 and 11 on the 
Makah Indian Reservation in Washington . 

• ~We went out along the beaches and across the dunes 
to the council fire grounds on the magnificent Pacific 
Ocean. Greeting us was a group of youth who had 
arrived for a campout at the beginning of the week. 
Their cheerful smiles and enthusiastic offers to help us 
make camp demonstrated what they had gained during 
the week. with mornings spent in prayer and study and 
afternoons in preparation for the council fire. And what 
a bounty to have the help of the youth; truckloads of 
driftwood were hauled, stands for Indian crafts and a 
hot-dog stand were constructed and painted; the stage 
was prepared; the public address system was assem
bled; personal invitations were extended to the Makah 
Indians; just to mention a few of the many tasks with 
which they assisted. 

"Friday night we stoked up the fires, filled the coffee 
pots and the youth took shovels and flashlights in hand, 
as the campers began to arrive. Friends came from 
Canada, as far east as Maine and New York, from 
Kentucky, and as far south as Texas and California. All 
night long they came. On Saturday morning we awoke 
to see in every direction, the "Army of Baha'u'llah" 
assembled as well as many friends. 

'£The program opened Saturday morning with pray~ 
ers and continued throughout the morning with greet~ 
ings from people from many different areas_ Indians 
from many different tribes presented some of their 
dances. The afternoon program was closed with several 
songs by the Jin~'ai Singers. It was estimated that in 
excess of 1,000 were in attendence during the programs. 
About 450 gathered in the late afternoon for a delicious 
salmon barbecue which had been prepared through the 
efforts of members of the Baha'i communities of East· 
ern Washington, and local Indian ladies who worked 
long and diligently preparing and cooking the salmoo. 
Approximately 50 Makah Indians partook of this feast. 

"'As the sun dropped behind the ocean on the horizon t 

the breeze whipped flames 40 to 50 feet high into the 
dark night as we drew together in love and fellowship 
for songs round the big driftwood fire. 

Sunday morning our chairman Nelson Greene 
taught some of the children Indian dances. Following 
the opening prayer, Auxiliary Board member Ted 
Anderson, spoke glowingly of his experiences through
out Canada and Alaska. The Canadian friends and 
others enriched the program with ta1ks of their pioneer
ing and successful teaching efforts_ 

Vinson Brown of California came to the stage to 
relate stories of his visits to various tribes this past 
summer. The Makah dancers from Neah Bay per~ 
formed a second time. Throughout the two-day pro
gram, the spirit of love, unity~ and fellowship was 
reflected by the speakers and those attending. 

('Sunday afternoon we went around the camp saying 
goodbye to OUr fellow campers. All afternoon and 
evening, we heard the toot-toot of horns as the cars 
heading homeward bade their farewell from across the 
river. 

uThose of us who remained again stoked the camp· 
fires and filled the coffee pots_ Tomorrow would be 
another day; with truckloads of equipment to be hauled 
back to town, blackened pots to be scrubbed, and the 
grounds to be cleaned. But until tomorrow, we would 
absorb to the last drop, the love and peace that rustled 
in the tree leaves and trailed along with the campfire 
smoke to the ocean. tl 
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He Arose Again and Again to Pioneer 

The passing of Knight of Bahit'u'lJith Alvin Blum was 
reported in the November BAHA'i NEWS. A briefest of 
summaries of his long life of service follows: Born on 
May 15, 1912 in New Jersey, he heard of the Faith at 
the Cabin in Englewood. He left soon after to pioneer 
in the Southern States. 

During the War he was sent to the Philippines where 
he located the local believers and became the first out.
side Baha 'j they had ever met. He was next in New 
ZeaJand where he assisted greatly giving over 150 
public talks in two years. 

After the war he married Gertrude Gewertz and re
turned. to New Zealand where he was on the National 
Spiritual Assembly for six years. At the beginning of 
the Ten Year Crusade, the Blums volunteered to pio
neer and with their seven year old daughter went to the 
Solomon Islands in 1954, becoming Knights of Baha'u'-
113.h. Today there is an active community of over 1.000 
believers. In 1960 the National Assembly of the South 
Pacific was formed and, until the forming of the Na
tional Assembly of the South West Pacific in 1964, he 
was Chairman of that body. 

Alvin Blum was deeply loved and respected by the 
Solomon Islanders. His funeral was the largest ever held 
in Honiara - over 1,500 people. As one Islander said in 
a fond tribute, UThe Lord has him in his keeping, and 
we have him in OUf hearts. n 

Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of NewaTk, New JeT
sey at the tim~ of signing of their incorporation papers in Au
gust 1968. Left to right, seated: Mo'een Kiani. treasurer; Alien 
Borhanian; Gloria Rappaport, secretary (now deceased),' Guity 
Kiani: Laurence Rappaport, chairman; standing: Norman Thig
pen, Hoshang Borhanian; Leon Copper, vice chairman; Joseph 
PTotovin. 

DECEMIEI1968 

Local Spiritua! Assembly Of the Baha'is of Norfolk. Virginia 
formed at Rt4van 1968, Left to right, seated: Vera Sinclair; 
Dorothy Dunmore, v. chairman; Nancy Marks, recording sec
retary; Gwendolyn Jones, corresponding secretary; Standing: 
Robert Anderson, trea.81.trer; Rudolph Jones, chairman; Philip 
Lemon. Not shown: Althea Waites. Mildred Hurst. 

Spi.ritual Assembly of Portsmouth, New Hampshire at th.e time 
of incorporation. This is the first Assembty to be incorporated 
in the State. Lett to ri[}ht, front: Mrs. Maxine Emott Lewis, 
Hennin Foreman. chairman, MTS. Elizabeth Frazier; rear: Mrs. 
Dorothea Reed, Mrs. Lois Newman, Mrs, Iredel« Forman, .secre
tary; M-rs. Ruth Price Silva, Mrs. Helen Gagnon, AlfTed Reed, 

BAHA'i NEWS is published for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States, as a news 
ol'gan reporting current activities of the Baha'i world community. 

BmA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee. Managing Editor; Mrs. Eunice 
Braun, International Editor; Miss Charlotte Linfoot, National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Pannelee. 

Material must be recejved by the twenty-fifth of the second month preceding date of issue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091, U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Center, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 60091. 
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'Akkd from the aiT
1 

looking west over the Mediterranean. Most Great Prison shown in centeT~ Mosque to lower left. 
Photo taken in May. 1967, 
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'-At/ui - 5ke :l)oor 0/ fiope 
Translation of a talk given in Persian by Hand of the Cause of God 'AU'-Akbar Furu'tan at 

Palermo August 1968 

THE FORTRESS CITY OF ~AKKA (Acre) has been mentioned 
in history since three thousand five hundred years 

ago. It was a strong and important port for the Phoeni
cian people. It was occupied by them first, then by the 
Greeks, the Romans, and later the Persians and the 
Arabs, down through the centuries. 

In the twelfth century, during the Crusades, there 
was many a bloody battle fought there. (In this connec
tion, a Polish historian has written that during some 
battles, the horses of the Crusaders would step in blood 
up to the stirrups when passing through some of the 
narrow lanes of 'Akklt.) The Crusaders made 'Akka 
(Acre) the seat of the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem. 
Napoleon I made a siege of 'Akklt in 1799 and attacked 
it with cannon fire from a nearby hill now known as 
Tel-i-Napoleon; but he was defeated by a Torkish 
General, Ajhar-J"azzar, and he fled away, leaving, they 
say, his hat on the battlefield. 

'Akki is named in the New Testament by the name of 
Ptolomais, which is its Greek name. It is written that 
Saint Paul the Apostie went through there during his 
travels. To the Crusaders it was known as St. Jean 
d I Acre. David describes it in the Psalms as the "Strong 
City", and Hosea the Prophet designated 'Akka as a 
"Door of Hope". 

Bahlt'u'llah designated it as the uVale of Nabil", the 
word Nabil being equal in numerical value to that of 
'Akka. 

Prophecies Relating to 'Akk' 

There are many prophecies about 'Akkit: 
• 'Blessed the man that hath visited 'Akka and 
blessed he that hath visited the visitor of 'Akka. 
Blessed the one that hath drunk from the Spring of 
the Cow which is in 'Akka. He that hath been bitten 
by one of its fleas is better in the estimation of God 
than he who hath received a grievous blow in the 
path of God. A month in 'Akka is better than a 
thousand years elsewhere." 

and there is a verse in the Quran that says: 
"All praise to God who caused his servant Mul;1am
mad to journey by night from the Holy Mosque 
(Mecca) to the Aqua Mosque (Jerusalem) whose 
precincts God hath hallowed." 

The 'Ihallowed precincts" in this verse -is interpreted as 
referring to the Holy Land and to 'Akka. 

What Bah&'u'II&h Wrote About 'Akk.i 

Baha!u"ah has written about His imprisonment in 
the Prison City in several of His Tablets. On the eve of 
His banishment there He wrote: 

"According to what they say, it is the most desolate 
of the cities of the world, the most unsightly in 
appearance, the most detestable in climate, and the 
foulest in water." (God Pasces By) 
UAt one time, we were banished to 'Iraq, for a time 

to the land of Mystery (Adrianople), and thence to 
'Akka, a penal colony for murderers and thieves." 
"He, for Whose Person a mirror is ashamed to be 
considered a footstool, is living in the most desolate 
place." 
" ... until they made Him (Baha'u'llah) a Prisoner 
in the most desolate of cities, a place where the 
hands of those that sought the hem of His Robe 
were prevented from reaching Him." 
In God Passes By~ Shoghi Effendi describes it as "a 

penal colony to which murderers, highway robbers, and 
political agitators were consigned from all parts of the 
Turkish Empire. It was girt by a double system of 
ramparts; was inhabited by a people whom Baha'u'Uah 
stigmatized as 'the generation of vipers'; was devoid of 
any source of water within its gates; was flea.infested, 
damp and honey-combed with gloomy, filthy and tortu
ous lanes." 

Bah&'u'II'h's Stay in the Most Great Prison 

He writes: "We entered the Most Great Prison 
that mankind may be liberated from the Prison of 
selfish desire." 

"They incarcerated Me and seventy souls in this 
Most Great Prison." 

"More grievous became OUf pJight from day to 
day, nay from hour to hour, until they took us forth 
from our prison and made Us, with glaring injustice, 
enter the Most Great Prison." 

HWhen they caused us to enter this Spot, our 
plight became so severe that it is not possible to 
describe ... 

Some of its features were: prevention of the be
lievers from meeting Him; preventing any move
ment at all by the exiles. 

"He, for Whose sake the world was called into 
being, is prevented from meeting His loved ones. 
This is naught but manifest injustice." And He also 
refers to the two internal enemies who had joined 
hands with Siyyid Mul:tammad and were acting as 
spies on the pilgrims who attempted to enter the 
Prison City. 

Baha'u'llah revealed His purpose: to proclaim His 
Message. He says: 

"Upon Our arrival at this Prison, We purposed to 
transmit to the Kings the Messages of their Lord, 
the Mighty, the All-Praised. Though We have trans
mitted to them in several tablets that which We 
were commanded, yet we do it once again, as a 
token of God's grace." (God Passes By p. 206) 

Aod he makes this prediction, (God Passes By 
p. 184): 
,jUpon Our arrival, We were welcomed with banners 

of Jight, whereupon the Voice of the Spirit cried out 
saying: 'Soon will all that dwell on earth be enlisted 
under these banners'." 

- .. ~. 
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Some of Bahatu'llab's Writings in 'Akka 
The Most Holy Book - Kitab-i-Aqdas 
The 2nd Tablet to Napoleon III 
Tablet to Queen Victoria 
Tablet to Czar Alexander II of Russia 
Surih of Haykal- Surih of the Temple 
Tablet of the Proof - Lawh-i-Burhan 
Tablet of the Vision - La~h.i~Ru'Ya. 
Epistle to the Son of the Wolf 
Tablet to the Pope (Pius IX) 
Is...braqat - Splendours 
BiIDarat - Glad Tidings 
Tarazat - Ornaments 
Taja!1iyat - Effulgences 
Kalimat-i-Firdawsiyyih - Words of Paradise 
Lawl)-i-Maq~ud 
Lawl)-i-Aqdas 
Lawl)-i-Dunya - Tablet of the World 

Important events associated with 
the Stay in 'Akk". 
(1) The Ascension of His Son, the noble, the pious Mirza 
Mihdi. the Purest Branch, 'Abdu'l-Baha's 22 year old 
brother (June 23. 1870). He fell while pacing the roof 
of the barracks and died 22 hours later. 
(2) The memorable interview of the heroic Badi with 
Bahil'u'llah. Badi was the young man who carried the 
Tablet to the Sbah of Persia, in whom Baha'u'JLih 
Hbreathed the spirit of might and power". (God Passes 
By p. 199) 
(3) The passing of 'Asiyih, the Most Exalted Leaf, the 
wife of Bah"·u·llah. 
(4) The visit made by Professor Browne, the only 
Western scholar to visit Him. 
(5) The mischievous behaviour of the four Azalis and 
the imposition of further restrictions. 
(6) The gradual recognition by all elements of the 
population of Baha'u'llah's complete innocence; the 
slow penetration ot the true spirit of His teaching 
through the hard crust of their indifference and bigotry 
- led to the lessening of the restrictions. 
(7) The substitution of a new governor. a sagacious and 
humane person, Ahmad Big Tawfiq. 
(8) The unremitting labors of 'Abdu'l-Baha, who 
through His contacts with the rank and file of the 
population, was able to engender goodwill and under
standing towards the Baha'is, 
(9) The departure of prejudiced officials. 
(10) The devotion of the governor. It was on the 
occasion of an audience with Baha'u'llah in response to 
a request for permission to render Baha'u'IHth some 
service that the suggestion was made to him of restor
ing an aqueduct which had fallen into disuse. a sugges
tion which he immediately arose to carry out. The 
governor was wont to send his own son to 'Abdu'l-Baha 
for instruction and enlightenment. 
(11) The inflow of pilgrims, among whom were num
bered the devout and venerable Mulla Sadiq Khurasa
ni, and the father of Badi, both survivors of the Strug
gle of Tabarsi. 
(12) Mustapha Diya Pasha, who became governor a 
few years later went so far as to intimate that Baha'u'
lIab (his Prisoner) was free to pass through its gates 
whenever He pleased, a suggestion which Baha'u'llah 
declined. 
(13) Even the Mufti of ·Akka. ~aykh Mahmud, was 
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converted to the Faith; fired with his new-born enthusi
asm, he made a compilation of Muslim traditions 
relating to jAkka; 
(14) The twice repeated visits of the governor of Beirut, 
'Azlz Pasha, to 'Akka and to Baha'u'llah. 
(15) The inhabitants began to cal! Baha'u'llah the 
"august Leader" and '~His Highness". Such was the 
reverence He inspired in them. 
(16) ~ayllit 'Ali Miri. the Mufti of 'Akka, pleaded 
insistently with Baha'u'llah that Baha'u'lJah might per
mit the termination of His nine-year confinement within 
the walls of the Prison City and to leave its gates. After 
ten years of confinement, Bahci'u'l1ah went to the gar
dens of Rit;lvan and Mazra'ih. 
(17) BaM'u'llah's tent. "the Tabernacle of Glory" was 
raised on Mount Carmel, the "Hill of God" and ·'His 
Vineyard". the home of Elijah. 

Four times He visited Haifa, His last visit being no 
Jess than three months long. In the course of one of 
these visits, when His tent was pitched in the Vicinity of 
the Carmelite monastery, He, "the Lord of the Vine
yard", revealed the ~ablet of Carmel. On ,another 
occasion He Himself pomted out to ~Abdu'l-Baha as He 
stood on the slopes of that mountain, the site which was 
to serve as the permanent resting place of the Bah and 
on which a befitting mausoleum was later to be erected. 

"The period of His incarceration in Akkit brought 
with it the ripening of a slowly maturing process, and 
was a period during which the choicest fruits of Baha
'u'lLih's mission were ultimately garnered." 

Bah.i·u·ll.Ih·, Tribulation in ·Akk .. 
Baha'u'llah, wishing to emphasize the criticalness of 

the first nine years of His banishment to that prison city 
has revealed: 

"Know thou that upon Our arrival at this spot, We 
chose to designate it as the 'Most Great Prison'. 
Though previously subjected in another land (Tihrim) 
to chain and fetters, We yet refused to call it by that 
name. Say: ponder thereon. 0 ye endued with under
standing . ., 

"The ordeal He endured in Tihran was one which had 
been inflicted solely by the external enemies of the 
Faith. The travail in Adrianople was, on the other 
hand, purely internal in character. This fresh crisis 
was marked during almost a decade by the assaults of 
the adversaries of the Faith from without and machina
tions of enemies from within." 

The farm an of Sultan Abdu'l-Aziz (July 26, 1868) not 
only condemned them to perpetual banishment but· 
stipulated their strict lncarceration, and forbade them 
to associate either with each other or with the local 
inhabitants. The text of the farmim itself was read 
publicly t soon after the arrival of the exiles, in the 
principal mosque of the city as a warning to the 
population. 

The Persian ambassador in Constantinople instructed 
the Persian Consul-General in Damascus to proceed 
once every three months from Damascus to 'Akka to 
personally watch over the exiles and see that the orders 
were not disobeyed. The story of Baha.'u'llah's suffering 
is given in His LawlJ.-i-Ra'is. 

Principles Enunciated by B.h'·u·ll .. h 

Of the principles enshrined in these Tab]ets the most 
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vital of them all is the principle of the oneness and 
wholeness of the human race, the hall-mark of Baha'u'· 
Ilah's Revelation and the pivot of His Teaching. He 
unreservedly proclaims it as the central purpose of His 
Faith. 

"We verily," He declares, "have come to unite and 
weld together all that dwell on earth." (God Passes By) 

HThe world". He proclaims, "is but one country and 
mankind its citizens." 

"Soon," He affirms, ·'will the present day order be 
rolled up, and a new one spread out in its stead. tt 

He proclaimed religion to be a radiant light and an 
impregnable stronghold for the protection and welfare 
of the peoples of the world. 

He unreservedly urged the principle of collective 
security. recommended reduction in national arma
ments; proclaimed as necessary and inevitable the 
convening of a world gathering at which the kings and 
rulers of the world will deliberate for the establishment 
of peace among the nations. 

He extols justice as "the light of men." 
Inculcates the principle of "moderation in all things." 
Consultation He established as one of the fundamen-

tal principles of His Faith. 
Regarded the acquisition of knowledge as "incum

bent upon everyone." 
The injunction to "consort with all men in a spirit of 

friendliness". He further emphasized and recognized 
such association to be conducive to ·"union and con
cord." 

The necessity of adopting a universal tongue and 
script He repeatedly stressed. 

He ordained the institution of the House of Justice, 
and elaborated the doctrine of the !lMost Great Infalli-
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hiHty" of the Manifestation of God, 
and imposed a ban upon the waging of holy war. 

Place, Where Bah&'u'lIlIh Stayed 

Arrival: August 31, 1868, Monday. 
1) In the Most Great Prison - 2 years, 2 months, 5 

days. 
Z) The House of Malik. - 3 months. God Passes By 

p.I89. 
3) The house of Khavvam and the house of Rabi'ih-

10 months 
4} The house of 'Udi Khammar and the house of 

Abbild - 7 years. 
5) The garden of Na'mayn. that is to say RiQ,van, 

designated by Bahfl'u'llah Uthe New Jerusalem" and 
Hour Verdant Isle" Occasionally visited. 

6) The Mazra'ih - 2 years. 
7) The Mansion of Bahji -IZ years. 

The total duration - 24 years. 

Ascen,ion of B.h&'u'lIlIh - May 29, 1892 

A telegram to the Sultltn communicated: HThe Sun of 
Baha has set". Baha'u'llah was laid to rest in the 
northernmost room of the house which served as a 
dwelling place for His son-in-law. the most northerly of 
the three houses lying to the west of, and adjacent to, 
the Mansion. His interment took place shortly after 
sunset, on the very day of His ascension. 

The arrival of Baha'u'llah in 'Akkil marked, there
iore, the opening of the last phase of His forty year long 
ministry - the final stage and indeed the climax, of the 
banishment in which the whole of that ministry was 
spent. 

The Universal House of Justice Publishes Book on Holy Places 

Baha'i Holy Places at the WorJd Centre. For many 
centuries the Holy Land has been a place of religious 
pilgrimage. Today the religious attraction of the Holy 
Land has been reinforced by the establishment in it of 
the holiest places of the Bah,,'i Faith. On the slopes of 
Carmel and northward in IAkka and its neighborhood 
the Faith has founded its spiritual and administrative 

World Center to which large numbers of Baha'is make 
pilgrimage every year. They come to pray and medi
tate in the Shrines of the Founders of their Faith and to 
visit the many historical sites associated with Them. 
From their sojourn in these sanctified places they 
receive an accession of spiritual strength which enables 
them to take up with renewed vigor their task of 
promoting the oneness of mankind. 

This book consists of excerpts from God Passes By, 
The P""ing of 'Abdtt'!-Bah<i and other titles, giving the 
historical and spiritual Significance of these holy 
places. 

A colored frontispiece shows the Shrine of Baha'u'
Ililh and the Mansion of Bahji. Many other interesting 
black and white photos are included in the book. The 
end sheets depict a rna p showing the Baha'i holy places 
in 'Akk" and Haifa and also the voyage of BaM 'u'll8h 
from Adrianople to the Most Great Prison. 

While every Baha'i will no doubt wish to own a copy 
of this book, the Universal House of Justice has stated 
that it is not designed to be given to any non-Baha'is. 
All Baha'is should carefully observe this request. 
Per copy ................................... $Z.OO(NET) 
(No discount on this title on community libra.ry orders) 
Order from: BAHA'i PUBLISHINC TRUST, 110 Linden Ave
nue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091. 
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Winter School at Gwalior, India 
Hand of the Cause Enoch Olinga Inspires Sessions 

The Baha'is came from seven states to participate in 
the Winter School at Gwalior, India held October 11-15, 
1968. The occasion was made memorable by the pres-
ence of Hand of the Cause of God Enoch Olinga and 
members of his family. Perhaps the most striking 
factor was the large gathering of youth, who had come 
to greet the Olinga family and to take from this 
meeting their own share of spiritual rewards. 

The following cable was received from the Universal 
House of Justice: 

DELIGHTED LARGE ATTENDANCE WINTER 
SCHOOL PRESENCE HAND CAUSE OLINGA HIGHLY 
COMMEND EMPHASIS UNIVERSAL PARTICIPATION, 
BESEECHING BAHA'U'LLAH SHOWER BLESSING 
ASSISTANCE SERVICES BAHA'IS INDIA, 

The Theme - Universal Participation 

By the morning of October 11th the school was filled 
with eager souls from many areaS. Two walked fifty 
miles. Counsellor S. Vasudevan and four Auxiliary 
Board members, the National Assembly members, one 
Filipino and three Persian pioneers were among the 
two hundred who had gathered. 

The theme of this gathering was "Universal Participa. 
tion." Everyone returned with a sense of responsibility, 
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that each can do his share, be it great or small. Each 
would teach, as each can pray and familiarize himself 
with the teachings and enrich the community. Father of 
Victories, Enoch Olinga, spelled out the need for speed. 
Speed is essential in bringing to glorious conclusion the 
Nine Year Plan. 

The presence of Mrs. OHnga was a great gift of spirit 
to the young ladies who were present from Poona, 
Gwalior, Indore, Ujjain, Himachal Pradesh. George 
and Grace Olinga took active part in the general 
program. Inspiring talks and suggestions came from all 
of the speakers while Mr. OJinga flooded everyone's 
heart with love and pride for the Cause. In one soul
stirring speech the Hand reviewed proclamation of the 
Cause to the generality of mankind. The love for the 
supreme Universal House of Justice and devotion to it 
was written on every face. 

Results Alr .... dy Manifest 

Groups began to form here and there as Baha'is 
made their plans for proclamation on an unprecedented 
scale. The friends from Chandrapura and Shino, guided 
by the able Kailash Shrivastava, are working diligently 
to organize a seven-thousand strong proclamation gath
ering. The youth have returned to proclaim to their 
colleges and schools. And in the villages the fire set 
afla me in the meeting with the Hand is still glowing 
bright, as results pour in. 

Winte1' School at GwalioT, India, with Hand of the Cau.se of God. Enoch Olinga, visible in third row, left of cen.tH. Baha'is 
tf'om l€Ven states attended, including' a -record number of youth_ 
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Anchorage Assembly Marks Twenty-fifth Anniversary 
The Baha'i Assembly of Anchorage, Alaska, held a 

historic meeting on Sunday, September 8, 1968, in the 
Commodore Room of the Anchorage-Westward Hotel. It 
marked the twenty-fifth anniversary of the formation of 
the first institution of the Baha'i Faith in Alaska, the 
Spiritual Assembly of Anchorage, the HMother Assem
bly" of Alaska. During the last year of the first Baha'i 
Century. special permission was given to form an 
assembly anytime during the year when there were 
nine adult members. 

The nine Baha'is who signed the joint declaration in 
1943 were: Miss Honor Kempton (chairman), Verne L. 
Stout (vice-chairman), Mrs. Frances Wells (corre
sponding secretary), Miss Betty Becker (recording sec
retary), Miss Janet B. Whitenack (later Stout) (treas
urer), and Mrs. Lorraine Been, Pvt. Terrell William 
Frazier, Mrs. Florence B. Green, and Mrs. Mina Lund
quist. Two of the original members, Verne and Janet 
(Whitenack) Stout, who served on the Assembly con
uously until they pioneered to the Matanuska Valley in 
1958, spoke at the commemoration. Edgar Russell, who 
became a Baha'i in Anchorage in 1948, presided, About 
fifty attended the meeting. 

Ea~y Baha'!. 
As far as records show, it appears that the first 

Baha'i in Alaska was the late Miss Margaret Green, 
from Washington, D.C., public librarian in Juneau from 
June, 1915 to June 1918. She told many people of the 
Baha'i teachings in Juneau and Sitka and placed books 
in the Juneau library. Mrs. Susan Rice went to Alaska 
in 1916, followed by Mrs. Emogene Hoagg and Miss 
Marion Jack who made an extensive eight month tour 
in 1919-20. Orcella Rexford came in June, 1922, travel
ing to Dawson, Juneau, Anchorage and Fairbanks. She 
gave the Baha'i message in a crowded theatre of over 
500 people in Anchorage, a little less than one fifth of 
the shifting population of the city at that time. This 
resulted in the enrollment of Dr. Gayne Gregory (who 

later married Orcella Rexford) and Mrs. Victoria Ro
barts. 

In response to a special call from Shoghi Effendi on 
January 26, 1939, during the First Seven Year Plan 
(1937-1944), Miss Honor Kempton and Miss Betty Beck
er went to Juneau, later settling in Anchorage. It was 
during Honor's early months alone in Anchorage that 
she met Janet (Whitenack) Stout, who became the first 
Baha'i in Alaska during the Seven Year Plan, and who 
left shortly to settle in Fairbanks. Mrs. Joy (Allen) 
McCormack came in 1940 followed by Myrtle (Dodge) 
Silva. Mrs. Frances Wells came in 1943 followed by the 
first man to venture for the Faith in Alaska, Verne L. 
Stout. 

Although eight Baha'is had enrolled after Janet 
Stout, many had returned to the States, including some 
of the pioneers. In order to help establish the Anchor
age Assembly, Janet gave up a teaching position with 
the Alaska Native Service in the Kuskokwim Village of 
Tuluksak. Soon after the formation of the Assembly, 
Miss Dagmar Dole and Mrs. Helen Robinson and her 
family came to Anchorage to insure its continuance. 

In May of 1944. Honor Kempton served as the first 
Alaskan delegate to the National Convention in Wil
mette. Following this, the first believer enrolled in the 
second century of the Baha!i Era was Mrs. Evelyn 
Huffman (in February 1945). later the first secretary of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of Alaska, her hus
band, Vernon Huffman enrolling in December of that 
year. 

Three of the eady. dedicated Baha'i pioneers to 
Alaska later pioneered in Europe during the Second 
Seven Year Plan: Honor Kempton, who served on sev
eral national assemblies in Europe, now resides in 
Luxembourg; Dagmar Dole, who lies buried in Switzer
land, and of whom the Guardian said was a ··dis
tinguished, consecrated pioneer," was the first to give 
her life in the European project; and Frances Wells 
who passed away in Luxembourg in 1960. 

Twelfth. Annual Convention of the Bahd'fs of Afaska., May 25-26, 19f38 at Anchorage. 
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Belgium Assists Proclamation In Swiss Romande 

Five major cities of Switzerland 
received the Belgian Proclamation 
exposition during the month of 
Jillle. 1968. It was motored into 
Switzerland by some devoted 
friends from Brussels accompan
ied by Auxiliary Board member, 
Lea Nys. Publicity and scheduling 
were coordinated by the Swiss N a
tional Teaching Committee with 
the cooperation of the various cit
ies visited. This resulted in the 
first, large-scale publicity through
out the Swiss romande. Several 
journalists, editors, members of 
the town and state government 
made a searching inquiry into the 
Cause. Visitors from France, Hol
land and other countries also vis
ited the exposition. During the 
Geneva exhibit, a Human Rights 
meeting was held with eminent 
non-Baha'i speakers, and good 
television coverage. 

Over a thousand visitors viewed 
the exposition which gave a new, 
dynamic impulse to Baha'i activ
ity in the region. 

The KongTe8shaus in Biel, Switzer
land. one of the fiue cities whcre the 
Belgian exhibition was shown. 

Another :po1'tion (at right) of the Belgian display shown in 
Switzerland which attTacted excellent 'Press and till'levisimt 
covef'age. 

Baha'i ;xhibit. (at left) disptayed in the fiTst~floor exhibition 
han of the Biel Kongresshaus. The area was open to everyone 
passing through to other paTts of the building. LUerature was 
availab [e toT presentation to inteTested vbitor s. 
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Religion for Mankind 
By HORACE HOLLEY 

248 pp. Wilmett_j Baha'i Publishing Trus.t, 1966 

"?,he world 01 humanity is walking in darkness because it u out oj loueh 
","h 'he ",orld 01 God." 
"T.he local point oj the Baha'i teachings is clarification of man'. relation.
ship to God." 

THESE QUOTATIONS taken from Religion for Man-
kind by Horace Honey state its theme in capsule 

form. In a series of essays and talks written over a 
period of forty-seven years. Mr. Holley explains the 
principles, laws and program of the Baha'i Faith - a 
modern faith for mature men moving towards a world 
civilization. The author does not become involved with 
the history of the Faith, Instead he presents a viable 
program for men and nations in search of identity and 
peace - a program expounded in the authentic Writ
ings of the Baha'i Faith. Here, religion is vitally 
concerned with the needs of the world, but not to the 
exclusion of the spiritual needs of the individual. And 
the relevance of a living God emerges once again. 

The Individual in a World Society 

The wide scope of the book is apparent from the 
Table of Contents. Part I begins with the need for 
religion. Swiftly, Mr. Holley moves on in Part II to the 
new dispensation. Elucidating the essential Baha'i 
teachings, he also portrays the stupendous scope of the 
Revelation of Baha 'u'lhih. The reader may be aston
ished to learn that the Baha'i Faith boasts even a new 
calendar. Part III, on a spiritual society, propounds the 
need of religious education for a society at peace. He 
ranges from problems of economics and labor to the 
significance of the Baha'i House of Worship. Part IV 
describes the man of faith - a whole man. developed in 
mind, soul and spirit, striving to attain his true poten
tial In Part V the author speaks about the Center of the 
Covenant and finally answers the question: What about 
me? 

The sequence of the parts is logical and meaningful, 
yet, each chapter can stand alone on its own merits; for 
example, the weighty chapter on I<ReHgious Education 
for a Peaceful Society." The telescope of Palomar 
"extends human vision to bodies whose distance from 
the earth, measured by the time required for the 
journey of a ray of light, is not less than one billion 
years." Nature is subject to rigid organization. There is 
one law from which the component parts may never 
deviate. In nature there is neither will nor intelligence. 
The Ruler of this incredibly vast universe is known to 
man as God. This God cannot be contained in head or 
test-tube. The Baha'i Teachings declare that the heart 
of the man who believes in God alone can contain Him. 

But t~is ~er world Of. man is little understood. Though 
man 1.S SIck of soul, hIS remedy appears elusive. Even 
;,onsclence cannot gui~e individuals for it is early 
. com~olUlded of many Ingredients" .••... conscience 
IS .a murar hung in a room. If the room is darkened the 
mIrror reflects but dimly. Light is needed - the light of 
truth ~nd love. Then will the mirror of spiritual aware
n~ss dIsclose to the individual the essential nature of 
hIS own problem of choice, and open for him the door 
that leads from the private person to mankind. The 
helplessness of the individual today is due to the 
absence of light," Undeveloped spiritual qualities of the 
soul atrophy; its material qualities, overstressed be
come powerful and often cruel. 

Source of Spiritual Education 

In this same chapter, Mr. Holley expounds the thesis 
that sectarian religion also cannot guide men, but leads 
to chaos. "The human explanation of a truth has been 
substituted for the truth itself." On the threshold of 
internat~onalism we grope for ways to prevent our very 
destructIon. "One may say that humanity does not yet 
exist~ for men are not directed by a world conscious
ness or impelled by a mutual faith." He defines peace 
as a "divine creation" in which the divine and human 
purposes are reconciled. Logically, the author proceeds 
to explain the three kinds of education: material, hu
man and spiritua1. The last has been misunderstood, 
underestimated, neglected. Without an Wlderstanding 
of the Manifestation of God - that most maligned of all 
men - spiritual education is impossible. "The divine 
power compels that from age to age men must come to 
a decision, but the decision itself is free. By that 
decision, when the prophet has revealed the will of God, 
men separate into two organic companies: those who 
believe and those who deny." Baha'u'llah invites 1Cin_ 
vestigation of reality. H The reward is no less than 
finding the path to the gold mine of "peace on earth." 

Published in England in 1956, with a first American 
edition published in 1966, this book is even mOre timely 
today. Our problems have grown more complex, the 
dangers everywhere mOre extreme. Man, individually 
and collectively, is enmeshed in a dilemma of his own 
making. Caught in a "death-of-God" vacuum, in this 
new secularization he feels himself both freed and 
trapped. Collegians read Harvey Cox's The Secular 
City and a great debate is launched: are we moving 
from the age of Christianity to the age of a secular 
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man? Moral standards are questioned, value judg
ments ridiculed. Man agonizes in search of an identity. 
People devise their many differing ways to peace but 
nations talk of war. 

Religion for Mankind offers an antidote - to the 
earnest seeker with an open mind - an answer for the 
here and now. Curiously~ its appeal is as wide as the 
world of thinkers. Students of sociology, history. politi
cal science, psychology, education, economics - and of 
course religion - will find answers to our most perplex
ing problems. Mr. Holley speaks with a conviction born 
of his own search and discovery of Baha'u'llah, Whom 
he - as well as millions of others - b as em braced as 
God's most recent Spokesman, the Promised One, the 
Spirit of Truth. Only a few of the spiri tua1 and practical 
pronouncements of Baha'u'llah are quoted. But through 
these majestic and even poetic words one readily feels 
the Voice of authority. 

B"",d 5 pectrum of Intere,t 

Appealing to a broad spectrum of human interest, 
any reader's thinking will be challenged. The econ. 
omist will lead that II Employees are to receive not only 
wages but also a fixed share of the profit of industry, as 
partners in a firm. II Startling for the psychiatrist may 
be this thought: "It is possible to plumb the depths of 
nature in man's being, but human reality - the direc
tion of man's true progress -lies not backward in that 
dark abyss but forward toward 'rebirth' into the spir
itual kingdom." The historian would do well to ponder 
the statement that "The rise and fall of civiJizations 
proceeds as the effect of prior spiritual causation." The 
youth in search of his identity may find help in the 
author's statement that UUntil we apprehend human 
beings in the light of the creative purpose, it is im· 
possible to know ourselves or others." The student who 
is a Baha'i will benefit from the reading of this scholar~ 
ly work, for he knows only too well that "the teachings 
of Baha'u'l13h are as an ocean, all personal capacity is 
but the vessel that must be refilled again and again. It 
And sO it goes. Any inquiring reader will be the wiser 
for the study of this book. 

Author', Unique life 

Horace Holley (1887-1960) went abroad after attend
ing Williams College. On the voyage a young artist lent 
him a book: Abbas Effendi. His Life and Teachings by 
Myron H. Phelps. His introduction states "That was my 
first encounter with the Faith of Baha'u'lhih. The wis
dom. the universality of spirit and the profound love 
expressed in 'Abdu'l-Baha, persecuted Leader of a new 
religion, captivated me. He stood apart from the epic 
heroes and thinkers of history and brought a new 
dimension to my inexperienced, naive liberal culture. 
Without knowing what it meant I had become a Ba
hi?i." During his stay in Europe, he had the good 
fortune to meet 'Abdu'l-Baha, a meeting which wrought 
profound changes in his own life and which was, during 
years of devoted service, to affect many other lives. 

When he returned to America after several years, he 
became increasingly involved with Baha'i work - ably 
he turned writer of books, editor and compiler, lecturer 
and administrator. For thirty-four of his thirty-six 
years on the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 
of the United States (and Canada) he served as na-

, 
tional secretary. An intensely independent thinker, he 
was nonetheless able to recognize Divine Authority. He 
was blessed with both the analytical mind of the in
tellectual and the sensitivity of the poet. Idealist though 
he was, his mind grappled with practical down-to-earth 
problems with skill and insight. Near the end of his life 
he was bestowed the honor of being appointed a Hand 
of the Cause of God - a unique appointment in the 
Baha'i Faith. In order to expedite this work at the 
Baha'i World Center in Haifa, he moved to Israel in 
1959. Death came six months later. He lies buried at the 
foot of Mount Carmel. 

Mr. Holley approaches his subject with the objectiv
ity of a scholar. Bearing in mind that the book was 
compiled from essays written over many years, it is 
astonishingly free of redundancy. Writing in concepts 
rather than anecdotally. only rarely does he speak of 
himself, but when he does, it is refreshing, and one 
wishes he had done it more often. 

The few pages describing his meeting with 'Abdu'l
Baha vividly portray a rare glimpse of the emotional 
side of Mr. Holley. Traveling from Siena to Thonon on 
Lake Geneva, he caught his first glimpse of 'Abdu'l
Baha on the broad lawns of the Hotel du Parco Un
ashamedly he writes that "My whole body underwent a 
shock . . . F rom sheer happiness I wanted to cry . . . " 
"In 'Abdu'l-Baha I felt the awful presence of Baha'u'· 
llah, and, as my thoughts returned to activity, I real
ized that I had thus drawn as near as man now may to 
pure spirit and pure being. This wonderful experience 
came to me beyond my own volition. I had entered the 
Master's presence and become the servant of a higher 
will for its own purpose." During his two-day visit he 
had ample opportunity to ask questions, but strangely. 
they seemed to answer themselves. He Hwas content to 
remain in the background." He delighted in the hearty 
laughter of the Master - asceticism did not fit that 
personality. Sensitive to the regenerative power in the 
spirit of 'Abdu'l-Baha, he became "conscious of a new 
sympathy for individuals and a new series of ties by 
which all men are joined in one COmmon destiny. ?I 

Recent Developments 
If the author were writing today. he would need to 

make only minor changes. A Faith known in 247 coun
tries and territories in 1956 has spread to 314 in 1968; "its 
literature then translated into 190 languages today 
boasts 411. Instead of 15 National Spiritual Assemblies. 
81 now circle the globe. Shoghi Effendi. the first and 
only Guardian of the Baha'i Faith, is no longer livingt 
but already the Universal House of Justice has held its 
second international election. And recent history only 
corroborates and clarifies much of what the author 
expounds. 

R etigion fOT Mankind is recomm ended for those in 
search of basic answers to our vast array of social and 
spiritual problems. Every library should carry this 
appealing title. Written before The Secular City, it 
nonetheless seems a fitting book to be read after One 
has examined Coxts theory. If Christianity has outlived 
its usefulness, is "urban secularity" the answer? Might 
not religion itself be ready for a metamorphosis? Might 
Baha'u'Uah be the 4lnew name"? The Baha'i Faith 
emerges from these pages as the greatest religious 
innovation since the days of Jesus Christ and Mul;tam
med. Its aim is the renewal of the world. 



The fj..,.st Teaching Institute was held at El TTapiche de Jalap, 
NicaTagua, September 5-11, 1968. Four teachers. including Au.:r
iliaT'll Board member, Mrs. Edith McLaren, fTom Guatemala. 
created an. atmosphere of spiTitual wisdom and TeveTence. DUT
inQ this period, when a number of public meetings were also 
held, .rir new Bahd'is weTe enToHed. 

The National Proclamation Committee of Panama presented 
seventy-five packages of Baha.'f books to the National Library 
of the Republic of Panama tOT distribution to half of !he 
tibraries in the Republic. The above photo, showing two mem
beTs of the Committee, Shirley Krawitz and Alan Pringle, 
thiTd and fourth from left, appeaTed in the Panama American 
daily newspaper on October 3, 1968. 

Hews Briefs 
The National Spiritual Assembly of Chile reports that 

a Baha'i employed as a telegraph operator in the 
Chilian Navy was recently included in personnel sent 
to a Chilian Antartic base. So far as is known, this is 
the first time a Baha'i has ever visited that continent. 

o 
Argentina is making progress in the Nine Year Plan 

goal of recognition of Baha'i Holy Days in the schools. 
The Local Assembly of Cordoba has requested that 
Bahati children be excused on Holy Days. Documents 
issued by the National Education Council have given 
this permission for Baha'i children who attend Federal 
primary schools in the first zone. This decision was 
announced in the bulletin of the National Education 
Council. 
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Ties Strengthened in Puerto Rico 
Puerto Rico, a United States Territory where there is 

now one local Assembly, with the formation of two 
more a goal of the Nine Year Plan, has been the scene 
recently of active teaching and encouraging progress. 
A recent report from the secretary of the Puerto Rico 
Goals Committee recounts recent activities. 

Di,tingui'hed Bahll'! Vi,itors Stir Enthu,ia,m 

"Since the Universal House of Justice has placed 
Puerto Rico under the care of the Continental Board of 
COWlsellors for Central America, the Baha'is of Puerto 
Rico received the wonderful words of counsel from Mr. 
Artemus Lamb, who had requested that the primary 
function of his visit be concentrated on meeting and 
knowing the friends ... Mr. Lamb very generously 
accepted the rigorous schedule which included an over
night visit to three major cities of the Island: Maya
guez. where a fireside for college youth was held in 
addition to generous time for the believers' Arecibo 
where the friends visited with him; and finally Sa~ 
Juan, where a meeting was held for the Baha'is at the 
San Juan Center. It was a wonderful opportWlity for the 
friends to ask many questions and learn from the 
wisdom and long experience of this dedicated Bah.a'i 
who has served so 1ong. 

"Dr. Sarah Martin Pereira, member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the United States accompanied 
by her sister, Miss Lydia Martin, arrived in Mayaguez, 
Puerto Rico on October 29, where a meeting attended by 
28 guests and 8 Baha'is was held that evening. Dr. 
Pereira spoke in both Spanish and English, alternately_ 
The fol1owing evening in the city of San German she ad
dressed a group of 30 businessmen and civic leaders at 
the Rotary Club, where she and her party were also 
guests for dinner. She was one of several speakers, the 
others concerned with politics, and the sharp contrast 
brought forward a reporter from Et Munde newspaper, 
who interviewed her, the review appearing later in his 
newspaper. On October 31 a meeting was held at the 
University of Puerto Rico in Rio Piedras, attended by 
four guests, and on the following day at Puerto Rico 
Junior College in Cupey Bajo, Dr. Pereira addressed a 
group of forty-five students. The librarian had, un
asked, set up a beautiful display of Baha'i books from 
the shelves of the library. Sr. Hector Campos Parsi 
hosted Dr. Pereira on his popular fifteen minute televi
sion interview show in San Juan. The visit also included 
meetings for the believers in Guaynabo and San Juan, 

A Well Attended State Convention 

"Our State Convention was a glowing success, very 
well attended, with full, active and lively participation 
throughout . . . The Convention, held in a pleasant 
location, started almost on time, a Latin miracle, and 
lasted until almost five o'clock, and everyone stayed. 
The spirit of universal partiCipation was fully evident. 
The whole day was permeated with loving fellowship, 
as the friends became better acquainted, and several 
were attending their very first big Baha'i event ... 
And - wonderful to report - the delegate elected is 
a Puerto Rican. ot 

T 
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Malaysia Baha'is Make University Impact 
One of the nine papers presented at a seminar ar

ranged. by the Department of Malay Studies of the 
University of Malaya held in Kuala Lumpur on Septem. 
ber 28, was presented by Dr. Chellie Sundram on the 
Baha'i Faith. It was titled "The Baha'i Faith as a 
Change-Agent in a Multi-Racial Society." The paper 
was wen received arid generated interesting questions. 
Many speakers referred to it throughout the seminar. 
One speaker who had visited the House of Worship at 
Wilmette suggested the Baha'i Faith as an example for 
modern man to emulate. The Society of Orientalists 
which sponsored the seminar will publish the papers in 
a book at a later date. 

The Baha'i Society at the University of Malaya also 
sponsored a successful inauguration ceremony on Oc~ 
tober 11 at the Arts Concourse building featuring Dr. 
John Fozdar from Sarawak as the principal Baha'i 
speaker. More than 300 guests attended, including the 
registrar and librarian of the University. Five thousand 
copies of a Baha'i pamphlet were distributed to staff 
and students prior to the ceremony. with speciallitera~ 
ture being presented to the librarian. 

The Baha'i Society of the Teclmical College of Kuala 
Lumpur arranged an exhibition and social mixer at the 
assembly hail in August to welcome the freshmen of the 
new academic year. Earlier the principal of the college 
was welcomed by the chairman of the Baha'i Society, 
with Tony Fernandez and A. Raman (chairman and 
vice-chairman of the National Spiritual Assembly) 
speaking briefly on the principles of the Faith. The 
whole evening of fellowship and informality radiated a 
warm Baha'i welcome to all who came. 

News Briefs 
The Tokyo, Japan community celebrated UN Day 

with a public meeting to which over 300 invitations 
were sent. Publicity was obtained in the English lan
guage newspapers. The speaker in Japanese was Me. 
Hiroshi TSWlOi. a fairly new Baha'i who is Secretary of 
the Japanese National Commission for UNESCO. He 
spoke on the aims and purposes of UNESCO and 
also brought in the Baha'i teachings. Mr. Philip Maran
geUa was the speaker in English and addressed the 
audience on the Baha'i Faith and the United Nations. 

o 
Farhang Sefidvash and Erno Kyllianen made a Proc

lamation publicity tour through eastern and northern 
Finland calling on twenty-five newspapers in twenty 
cities. Each newspaper granted an interview and nine
teen published articles about the Faith, the combined 
circulation of which was 'approximately one million 
readers. In southwestern and western Finland, Mrs. 
Alice Dudley of Turku and Eino Kylliaiiien traveled 
900 kilometers on a three-day Proclamation tour. As a 
result eight newspapers published articles, some of 
them illustrated with photos of the Frankfurt Temple. 
In this way thousands of Finnish people have newly 
learned of the Faith. 

The first presentation of the Faith on a national 
network was given on September 24 in Finland as part 
of a series entitled "The Religious Life of our Country." 

o 
Another women's symposium on the theme of "The 

The Birth of the Bdb was celeb7'ated by five Communities at 
Wanganui, New Zealand, followed by a Proclamation meeting 
that gene7'ated sea'Tching Questions tram attendinQ guests. 

The Baha'i float, entered in the Aloha Day parade in Honolu~u, 
Hawaii, won the Queen's Trophy. The Temple mode!, which 
3low!y revolved was made up of mangolds and white chTysan~ 
themums. The open !JooK was of white plumena with the 
words "Baha'i Faith" in marigolds. A legend on the side of 
the iloat in the Hawaiian language, read: "Progress of Reiigion 
in Hawaii." 

Unfolding Role of Women in Modern Society" was held 
in Adelaide, Australia, under Baha'i sponsorship. 
Women from many different organizations attended the 
symposium which received some television coverage 
crediting the Baha'i sponsorship. One of the outstand
ing guest speakers was Mrs. Gretel Dunstan, professor 
of education and wife of a former Premier. Mrs. Kaye 
Waterman was the Baha'i speaker who told of the 
increasing status given to women by the Prophets of 
God of the past and particularly by Baha'u'llith in this 
new day. 

o 
An exhibit prepared by the National Teaching and 

Proclamation Committe€ of New Zealand and shown at 
the Auckland Garden Week, was one of two mentioned 
in a special report on the show. "The Garden of the 
World" was the theme used. Baha'i literature was 
taken in huge quantities by the visitors. 

o 
Since a special appeal for pioneers was launched by 

Hand of the Cause JalaI Khazeh at the Irish Summer 
School in July, 1968, and later supported by Hand of the 

T 



News Briefs (con.) 
Cause William Sears as he visited communities 
throughout the British Isles, a new wave of pioneers 
arose to serve as a special birthday gift to Baha'u'llah. 

o 
The Baha'i community has been officially registered 

and recognized in Equatorial Guinea, Africa, which 
includes the territories of Fernando Po and Rio Muni. 

o 
Sixty-eight delegates from Persia, as well as Hand of 

the Cause Mr. 'Alit'; and members of the Continental 
Board of Counsellors of West Asia, attended a youth 
convention on September 11, 1968. The five year youth 
program was discussed and measures adopted to es
tablish six-week class sessions for training prospective 
pioneers. A total of fifty-eight classes for deepening are 
planned throughout the country. 

o 
The first registered declaration by an Eskimo in the 

District of Franklin, Canada, has been received: Harry 
Teemotie of Frobisher Bay. In the Magdalen Islands, 
M. and Mme. Molaison have become the first Baha'is. 
Canada has also sold its former Temple site and 
purchased a new site for a Temple and ~a~iratu'l
Quds. 

o 
ill Fiji the government has approved the appointment 

of a Baha'i marriage officer. The appointment of the 
National secretary, Mrs. Irene Williams, was published 
in the Fiji Government Gazette. 

Birthday of Bah,j' u'liah is celebrated in Vietnam 

" ...... , .......... 
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State Fairs Provide Avenue 
Throughout the United States Baha'is are using space 
at state and county fairs for Baha'i displays and are 
finding results to be well worth the expense and hours 
of work involved. This is a certain way to bring the 
Faith to the attention of thousands, some of whom are 
almost certain to respond with interest. 

Los Angeles County Fair, Pomona, California 

For seventeen days and for the third consecutive 
year the Baha'i Faith was represented in this fair. In a 
space 10 by 20 feet stood a nine sided table containing a 
model of the House of Worship and gardens in Wihnette 
with modulating lights focused on it. As shown in the 
accompanying picture there were charts, photographs, 
and book counters with other materials effectively 
displayed. Over five thousand took pamphlets and more 
than 300 signed cards indicating interest, many more 
being taken for future mailing. A typical comment: 
"This is the loveliest booth in the Hall. Like an oasis 
and people appreciate it as such_" After the fair closed 
a drawing was held and two interested seekers were 
sent two books each_ One of the recipients wrote: uWe 
appreciate so much your generous gift of two books. We 
are looking forward to reading them both. We have 

Bana'is and visitors gatnered in Saigon, as shotDfi in photo above, to celebrate the 152m! 
birthday of Baha'u'Ud:h_ ChaiTman of the Nationat Spiritual Assembly Mr_ Le Lac, in 
addTessing the audience, told of Bana''IL'Uah's messafle to mankind and of Hi.s emph.a.ris 
on humanUy's need tOT" unity and peace and His proclam.ation that the highest tOTm of 
wOTship is selfless service to mankind. Among those pTlE!'sent WeTIE!' Ministers of State, 
TepTeSentatives of the Vietnamese Buddhist GeneTal ChuTeh., the Cao Dai Chur~h, a 
Rector of Van Hann University and a large number ot other guests. 
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for Proclamation 
rarely seen a group of people who reflect such love in 
all that they do. We are anxious to learn more of the 
faith, May God bless you." 

Michigan State Fair Includes Baha'. Display 
An old Detroit custom of having a Baha'i exhibit at 

the annual Michigan State Fair, discontinued for sev~ 
era! years because of high costs, was revived in 1968 as 
a state project. 

Administered and coordinated bYI the local Spiritual 
Assembly of Ferndale the underta~ing used resources 
and talents of believers throughout the State. The 
friends responded generously and enthusiastically with 
prayers? money and time so that an attactive booth 
was ready when the Fair opened and was fully manned 
for 12 days. The booth was designed by a Baha'i who is 
an architect by profession and consisted of mahogany 
panels with hinge arrangements which make it easily 
taken down and packed for cartage elsewhere. It can 
be used in an enclosed booth-type space? or with a few 
simple adaptations, as a free-standing display area. It 
is equipped with a carousel slide projector, screen and 
assortment of slides and a tape recorder with a pre
pared tape. It Is permanently lettered and has ample 
space for local display materiaL There is a lockable 
built-in storage space under the central counter. 

Almost two thousand people stopped at the booth long 
enough to talk, take literature, or read the display. 
About eight thousand pieces of literature were taken, 
the most popular being: Baha'i Teachings for a World 
Faith, Life After Death, and Prophecy Fulfilled. 

Baha'is from 12 different areas served for at least one 
six hour session each, one third of the manpower being 
youth. Twelve assemblies, 5 groups and 27 individuals 
contributed financially. 

In addition to its obvious asset to proclamation in 
Michigan, the effort was very worthwhile in providing 
an opportunity for Baha'is from many areas to work 
together on a teaching project. 

lOlst Session of North Carolina Fair Indudes Baha'i 
Booth 

The Baha'i booth at the North Carolina State Fair, 
the first State-wide Baha'i proc1amation project, was a 
beautiful and colorful display designed by an architect 
and built and manned by the believers representing 
many areas in the state. Approximately two thousand 
pamphlets were taken, many visitors stopping to view 
the slides, look over the literature and take pamphlets. 
Many asked questions and a n urn ber of people left their 
names and addresses for receiving more information. 

HUllan Rights Keynote Oregon Fair Booth 
The Bahu', commu.ni.ties of Springfield, Eugene and Lane 
County, Oregon coHabo-rated i.n sponsoTing this booth at the 
Lane County Fair. 

Baha'i booth at the Los Angeles County Fair. 

Bahd', display at booth. at the NOTth. Carolina State Fair. 
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"Unto These Hills . .. 

the Cherokee Story" 

"Unto These Hills" is the title of a pageant per
formed on summer evenings at Cherokee, North Caro-" 
lina. telling the moving story of the band of Cherokee 
who many years ago hid out in their mOlmtain country, 
resisting tragic, forced removal to strange lands in the 
west. "Unto These Hills" might also be the theme of the 
pioneering story of Ethel Murray, who, responding to 
the call of the Guardian's Ten Year Crusade. left her 
home in Providence, Rhode ISland, in 1953, to live 
among the Cherokee people. She remains there to this 
day with complete dedication to the importance of 
teaching the Faith among the Indians. 

Two facts mark the significance of this continuing act 
of devotion. Ethel Murray was one of the first pioneers 
to move onto an Indian reservation in this country, and 
the language of the Cherokee people among whom she 
chose to dwell was the one which had been singled out 
by the Beloved Guardian for translation, a specific goal 
of the Crusade and the responsibility of the American 
Baha'is. 

Translation into Cherokee 

Two venerable Cherokees, Mose Owl and Ben Bushy
head, were found to do the task and in 1954 Mrs. 
Murray sent to the American Indian Service Committee 
first drafts of a text of Baha'i Writings in Cherokee 
script, published subsequently under the title "A New 
Day Comes." The background story of this unique 
language, a written script which was the invention of 
the 19th century Cherokee genius, Sequoya, is but a 
part of the drama of pioneering accomplishment. 

The rest revolves around the resourcefulness and 
staying power of the "Baha'i lady," as Mrs. Murray is 
lovingly called by her Cherokee friends. When she 
arose to pioneer in 1953 she was already at an age when 
many are seeking retirement. To find residence on the 
Cherokee reservation was in itself a miracle_ An aban
doned store room was her first home_ Through her own 
courage and wjth some help from the American Indian 
Service Committee and several new Cherokee friends, 
this little place became the first Baha'i Center on an 
Indian reservation. When this was no longer habitable, 
she rented a little shack for $10 a month. Through her 
tireless efforts to repair and build walls, a roof, and 
floor, and with the government supplying running wa
ter, she has made this small dwelling into several 
rOoms_ This is the Baha'i Center. with the largest room 
being a Baha'i meeting room, and the smallest the 
room where she lives and works on her various proj
ects, among them sewing children's dresses to sell and 
earn her contributions to the Fund_ She is constantly 
involved in preparing appropriate new pamphlets for 
Indian teaching and mailing literature to her friends on 
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Mrs. Murray (sealed, right) and friends outside the Baha'i 
Center. Cherokee. 

Ben Bushllhead, left, and Mase Owl, translators_ 

the reservations_ Her proclamation efforts have includ
ed mailing "The Mission of Baha~u'Uah to the ministers 
assigned to the reservation and presenting The Procla
mation of Baha'u'Uah to the Chief, who received it 
warmly and assured her of his cooperation with her 
work on the reservation. 

"r 0 Live the Life" 
Many times Ethel Murray has expressed the hope 

that another would move to the reservation to help her. 
Of her life there Mrs_ Murray writes, "I decided that I 
must do what 'Abdu'l-Baha did, live the life, live the 
life. I felt that Baha'u'llah knew all that I was doing 
and that there must be a harvest sometime when He is 
ready_ And I made up my mind that I would stick it out 
and not lose my faith in His overall plan." 

That seed of inestimable value have been planted on 
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Baha'i CenteT, 
Cherokee. Sign 
for Center was 
made by 
Franklin Kahn. 

the soil of this Indian reservation is assured. In the 
spirit of instant and exact obedience to the call of the 
beloved Guardian and now the University House of 
Justice, followed by trust in Baha'u'llah, with stead
fastness in her teaching efforts and pure love of man
kind, this stalwart pioneer has given fifteen years of 
devoted service to the Cause of God. Now the need for 
support from others is urgent; the harvest is near and 
the fruits promise to be plenteous. The soul willing to 
respond to the call for pioneers to teach the Indian now 
has the opporitmity to arise and move to assist in the 
work so well prepared in Cherokee. Inquiry for more 
information and guidance in support of this pioneer 
post should be directed to the American National 
Teaching Committee. The time is ripe. 

15 , , 
Baha'; ;n the News 
In a two page feature article "He Changed My Life" in 
the December Rotarian Marcus Bach describes his 
interview last winter with Hand of the Cause Tar.cizu'l
Uih Samandari. The author was impressed ~ith 'this 
remarkable believer, refers to him with reverence and 
admiration and was especially struck with the fact that 
Mr. Samandari, although they spoke of many things, 
always came back to the thought that "Baha'u'llith 
inspired him because his life and words bore evidence 
that he was one of Heaven's chosen ones." 

o 
The 1969 Edition of Ch.ases' Calendar of Annual 

Events lists World Religion Day. World Peace Day, 
Race Unity Day, Naw-Ruz. and the Birth of 
Baha'u'lIilh as special days and gives the purposes of 
the days and lists the National Spiritual Assembly as 
the sponsor. 

o 
The Secretariat News published by the United Na

tions Headquarters in its October 31, 1968 issue carries 
a quotation by jAbdu'I-Baha' about the lovers of man
kind. 

o 
Atlanta, official monthly publication of the Atlanta 

Chamber of Commerce in the October 1968 issue, has a 
two-column article in its Town Talk section on the 
Atlanta Baha'i Community. In it the writer states of 
the Faith ,jThis mystical, philosophical religion with its 
emphasiS on the oneness and goodness of all mankind 
seems a haven to many troubled people in the world." 

o 
The October II, 1968 issue of the weekly newspaper 

Catholic Star Herald of Camden, New Jersey, carried a 
full-page feature article with photos entitled °Area 
Teacher~Archaeologjst Expounds on New Faith-Baha'i, 
Described as World's Newest Religion, Shuns Cult La
bel in Promoting Pure Spirituality". The article by 
staff writer Robert L. Johnston tells the story of Tom 
Williams, a schoo] teacher. amateur archaeologist and 
Baha'i, The article, through an interview with Wil
liams, covers the principles and teachings of the Faith. 

o 
Golden Press of New York publishes a series of 

regional guides. One paperback book entitled Israel 
and the Holy Land has a color photo of the Shrine of the 
Bab and a paragraph on the Baha'i Faith. The pub
lisher is being notified of errors in the text in the hope 
that future editions win carry correct information. 

o 
The Toronto, Canada newspaper, The Globe and Mail 

for August 11 carried a 35 column inch account of the 
Faith titled "Baha'is Wait for World to Join: 'The only 
faith that any man can enter with his head high/' 
giving an account of an interview with several young 
believers as well as with the Secretary of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Canada. A picture of one of those 
interviewed was included. The relation of the Faith to 
Christianity and to other religions was mentioned, . as 
well as the enrollment of many Indians and of how the 
Faith is taught without clergy. The publication of this 
story was the result of a letter sent to the editor by the 
Baha'is correcting a reference to the Faith as a "small 
sect." The letter of correction was published in full and 
the Religious Editor telephoned to request the interview 
subsequently published. 
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Greendale, SalisbuTtl. Rhodesia (Africa) BaJui'{ ch;!.dren's 
cZasl, t4UQht by pioneer Mrs. Esther G. GloudeT, on the OCC4-
.non 01 Ihe Birthday of Bahd'u'Udh, celebrated b1l several 
Bahd.'f communities- joining together at the National Bahd'i 
Center in. Wate1'faUs, Satisbu'F'JI. For this occasion the dtildren 
made mode18 of the Bahd'{ Houses of Worship in Wilmette, 
Frankfurt, Kampala. and Slldne1l. 

The New CHILD'S WAY Magazine 
Off the Press 

The first issue of the newly-published Child's WilY 
magazine for children has come off the presses and 
early responses to the content and cover design are 
most encouraging. Subscriptions resulting from the 
announcement in the last issue of the NATIONAL BAHA'i 
REVIEW were very gratifying. 

It is hoped that families will subsL!ribe to this new 
publication in multiple copies so that each child may 
have his own Baha'i magazine. It is the goal of the 
managing editors to build subscriptions to at least 1,000 
during the first few months so that the magazine will 
become self.supporting as soon as possible, Once paid 
sUbscriptions exceed the initial goal, plans will be 
instituted for a vast array of improvements. 

Baha'is who do not have young children are en· 
couraged to order gift subscriptions for relatives and 
friends and those who maintained open accounts from 
the previous Child's Way are assured that they will be 
honored. 

A number of experienced, creative writers and edi
tors have committed themselves to producing this new 
Child's Way and the managing editors invite your 
comments, manuscripts, and children's work for pos
sible inclusion in later editions. The editors have par
ticular need of good children's stories and invite bud
ding authors to submit their stories and ideas to the 
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address given below. AI! letters and manuscripts will 
be promptly acknowledged . 
. Clwld'. Way magazine is published bi-monthly, six 
Issues a year, at the rate of $4.50 per year. Foreign 
subscriptions and those outside the continental United 
States will be $5.00 per year. Please send checks along 
with orders, payable to Chi~d'8 Way Magazine, Box 551. 
Amherst, Massachusetts 01002. Early receipt of sub-
scriptions will assure a complete set of Volume 1. 

, , 
Baha'i Distribution and 
Service Department 
Slide Program: The Hundredth Year 

Produced by the International Bah'; 'i Audio-Visual 
Center, ·this religiOUS documentary of the Inter-Conti
nental Conferences of the Baha'i Faith held to com
memorate the Centenary of the Proclamation of 
BahA'u'ILih in October, 1967 is one of the finest pre
pared thus far. It is for individual use and is also most 
suitable for proclamation programs. firesides, deepen
ing courses, summer schools and courses in compara
tive religion, and makes a welcome addition to Baba?i 
libraries or archives. 

Those wishing to create their own slide programs will 
find this set very helpful. An entirely different show 
may be made by rearranging the slides, or adding 
others and writing different narration suitable for the 
show being created. 

The voices of the Inter..continental Conferences es
pecially arranged and narrated for this slide progra:m 
are available in both a 12 inch 33 113 r.p.m. record and 
a 3 3/4 i.p.s. 2-track tape which can be played on 2-
track or 4-track stereo reproducers. There are 114 slides 
and with each package of slides a printed narration 
booklet. The supply of this fine program is limited. 

Slide set, narration booklet and record , ... $19,00 
Slide set, narration booklet and tape 

(7" reel) ............................ , ..... $21.50 
(sold only as sets) 

New Slides: Kampala House of Worship 
You may now add to your collection of color slides of 

Baha'i buildings with five pictures of the Baha'i House 
of Worship and buildings in Kampala, Africa, 1968. 
There are two interior views, one distance view of the 
House of Worship which shows local vegetation and 
terrain, one close-up view of the gardens and House of 
Worship, and one view of the new Ha~iratu'l-Quds and 
the new school building which is located near the House 
of Worship. 

Five slides packaged ........ , ... , ... , ..... , .$1.00 
Order from: 

BAHA'i DISTRIBUTION AND SERVICE DEPARTMENT 

112 LINDEN AVENUE; WILMETl'E. ILLINOIS 60091 

BAHA'i NEWS is published for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States, as a news 
organ reporting curtent activities of the Baha'i world community. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. SylVia Parmelee. Managing Editor; Mrs. Eunice 
BraUD, International Editor; Miss Charlotte Linfoot, National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee. 

Material must be received by the twenty-ruth of the second month preceding date of issue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Office. 112 Linden AVenue. Wilmette, illinois 60091. U.S.A 

Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Center. 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, illinois, U.S.A 60091. 

T 



No, 455 BAHA'I YEAR 125 FEBRUARY 1969 

efoub (J. (JrefP"l f 874 - f 951 

T 



1 FEBRUARY 1969 

The Story of Louis G. Gregory 

THE MEMORY OF LOUIS G. GREGORY has been 
honored by the establishment in 1968 of the Louis G. 

Gregory Award for Service to Humanity. This award, 
established by the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the United States was given in December 
1968 as part of the observance of International Human 
Rights Year. 

Louis Gregory was born in Charleston, South Caro
lina, June 6, 1874. His father died when he was five 
years of age; until his mother married again matters 
were difficult for her and her two sons, and they were 
sometimes hungry. Early in his time Louis Gregory 
learned what cruel pressures life could bring. The 
eager happy adventure of his childhood was marred by 
violence and hate when, on one terrible night, a hate 
inspired mob of white men seized and lynched his 
grandfather. His step-father was kind to him and when 
he became a youth apprenticed him to a tailor. Later 
his step-father paid the expenses of his first year at 
Fisk University, and Louis supported himself and put 
himself through this university by obtaining scholar
ships, by work at cleaning, pressing and tailoring for 
the students, and sometimes working as a waiter dur
ing the summer vacations. 

After he graduated from Fisk he taught at Avery 
Institute, a small private school maintained by people 
from the North to help students of exceptional intellec
tual capacity. He had studied there as a young boy. 
After this period of teaching, he began the study of law 
at Howard University receiving his LL.B. degree 
March 26, 1902. 

When he had passed the necessary examinations he 
began the practice of law in Washington, D.C. where he 
formed a partnership with another lawyer, James A. 
CObb. They continued as law partners until 1906 when 
Louis took a position with the United States Treasury 
Department. James A. Cobb, later appointed Judge of 
the District Court, (one of the first Negro judges in 
Washington, D.C.), has written of Louis Gregory: 

It was my privilege to have known Mr. Gregory 
intim a tely from 1895 until a short time before his 
passing. I knew him as a student, teacher, practic
ing lawyer, lecturer and friend, and in each capaci
ty he was strong and outstanding. In other words, 
he was a fine student, a lovely character and a 
person with a great mind which he devoted to the 
betterment of mankind. Those of us who knew him 
well cannot but mourn his loss; but there should be 
some comfort in the fact that he lived long and 
well and those with whom he came in contact were 
and' are better for their association with him. In 
fact, he was one of those who enriched the life of 
America. 

Louis first heard about the Baha'i Faith while he was 
employed with the Government in 1908. It was Mr. and 

Mrs. Joseph Hannen, Baha'is of Washington, D.C., who 
taught him and exemplified by their lives the beauty of 
the Teachings, thereby attracting his heart. In a Tablet 
to him, 'Abdu'leBaha called upon him to become the 
cause of guidance of both the white and the colored 
races. 

In 1911 he visited 'Abdu'l-Bah" and the Bah,,'i shrines 
in the Holy Land of Haifa and 'Akkil. 

He was a speaker at the first Conference for Amity 
and Unity between the white and colored peoples held 
in Washington, D.C., May 19-21, 1921 and sponsored by 
the American Baha'is. This was the prototype of many 
similar meetings held in cities, large and small, 
throughout the United States and Canada in years 10 
come. 

It is probable that no individual teacher in the Baha'i 
Faith has traveled more extensively throughout the 
United States than Mr. Gregory. Living in Ihe utmost 
simplicity, sacrificing at every turn, he spoke in 
schools, colleges, churches, forums, conferences and 
with individuals throughout the land. With a marvelous 
blending of humility and courage, of tenderness and 
adamantine firmness and steadfastness, he met high 
and low I rich and poor, educated and ignorant, and 
gave them of the cup of the Water of Life. He spoke in 
Protestant, Catholic and Jewish schools and before 
nondenominational groups. 

For mare than thirty years Louis Gregory was the 
mainspring behind the work for Race Amity. Whether 
as chairman of the Baha'i National Committee for Race 
Unity Or as a member, and he was either one or the 
other for a great many years, or as an individual, he 
was tireless in his activities in promoting Wlity. He was 
a friend of Booker T. Washington and George Washing
ton Carver. He married Louisa Mathew, a white En
glish Baha'i. They were brought together by 'Abdu'l
Baha. Their marriage presented many challenges, but 
it endured. 

In 1922 he became one of the nine original members 
of the first National Assembly elected by the Baha'is of 
the United States and Canada. He continued service 
with the National Bah,,'i Assembly for 24 years. 

Louis Gregory died on July 30, 1951 and in death, 
even as in life, he brought the races together. There 
were expressions of love and inspiration which came 
from all parts of the world. He was buried in Eliot, 
Maine near the Green Acre Baha'i School. 

He was bestowed the great honor of being named a 
Hand of the Cause of God by the Guardian. 

'Abdu'l-Baha said of him: "He is like pure gold. That 
is why he is acceptable in any market. and is current in 
every country." 

Note: The above is taken in part from Baha'i Wor~d, vol. XU 
pp. 666-670. and pamphlet Above AU BarneT$~ by E1sie Austin. 
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Banquet Honors Workers for Human Rights 

THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE in its Ridvan 1964 
Message set as a goal for the World Center the de

velopment of the relationship between the Baha'i Com
munity and the United Nations. Since the year 1968 had 
been designated by the United Nations Security Council 
as International Year for Human Rights, the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the United States chose Human 
Rights as the central theme for its proclamation activi
ties in that year. In doing so it not only assisted toward 
achieving this goal but also furthered the world-wide 
proclamation called for in the 1967 Ridvim Message. 
At the Intercontinental Conference in Chicago, October, 
1967 a statement was issued by the American Baha'i 
CommWlity: "Human Rights Are God Given Rights.j1 
To implement the statement the North American Baha'i 
Office for Human Rights was established in Wilmette 
and this Office was active during 1968 in promoting 
activities in this field. In June 1968 the Office sponsored 
ten regional conferences in key cities in the United 
States, covering various aspects of human rights and 
in September there was held in Chicago a three day 
National Conference on Human Rights. The National 
Spiritual Assembly of the United States. in coopera
tion with the United Nations Association sponsored the 
publication of a pamphlet, uHuman Rights - Basis for 
World Peace," a half million copies of which have been 
distributed through many national organizations. 

A Fitting Climax 

As a fitting climax to this year of extensive activities 
a National Human Rights Awards Banquet was held in 
Washington. D.C. on December 10 sponsored by the 
North American Baha'i Office for Human Rights. At
tended by some 600 persons it was deemed an outstand
ing success. In a letter about the outcome of the Awards 
Banquet, the Universal House of Justice said, BWe feel 
that the American Community and your Assembly are 
to be highly commended for the initiative shown in 
using the Human Rights Year to further your procla
mation activities. ,. 

The banquet was held in the beautiful and spacious 
lnternational Ballroom Center of the Washington Hil
ton. Preceding the banquet a reception was held in the 
Jefferson Room of the hotel to honor the awardees. The 
reception was hosted by members of the Nationa1 
Spiritual Assembly and was attended by distinguished 
guests and news media personnel from the Washington, 
D.C. area. 

Recipients of Awards 

The Xerox Corporation of Rochester, New York and 
Clark M. Eichelberger, Chairman of the Commission to 
Study the Organization of Peace, with offices in New 
York City I each received the Louis G. Gregory Award 
for Service to Humanity for 1968. 

The Xerox Corporation received the award for its 
outstanding public service on behalf of international 
understanding and human rights for the period 1964 to 

Principal spealcet' Judge A. Leon Higgenbotham, h. 

1968. Xerox was cited for its sponsorship of a television 
series on the United Nations in 1964-65. In 1968, Xerox 
issued a major policy statement which reflected a com
mitment to a program of action at all levels in an in
tensified minority hiring program ranging from profes
sional ranks to training hard-core unemployables. In 
1968 Xerox and an action organization in Rochester 
jointly announced plans to establish an inner city busi
ness operated and owned by black Americans and whicb 
would employ up to 100 black people to start with in its 
first year. Xerox is providing the job training, manage
ment and technical expertise for the new company's 
initial operation and has guaranteed $500,000 in pur
chases during the first two years of operation. In 1968 
Xerox also sponsored the seven-part television series 
HOf Black America." This widely acclaimed series was 
cited as helping to close some of the gaps of under
standing that separate black and white America and 
setting the record straight on the history and contri
butions of black Americ ans. 

Mr. Eichelberger received the award for bis long 
years of distinguished service for the advancement of 
international understanding and cooperation and the 
furtherance of human rights. He served with the 
League of Nations and as national director of the 
League of Nations Association. He was a consultant to 
the U. S. Delegation to the 1945 Conference in San 
Francisco to organize the United Nations. He served as 
national director of the American Association for the 
United Nations. He was one of the founders of the 
Commission to Study the Organization of Peace, later 
its director for many years and now is its chairman. 
His work in the human rights field included efforts that 
made contributions to the human rights statements in 
the United Nations Charter and the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights. His most recent efforts included 
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overseeing the drafting and publication of a special 
report on The United Nations and Human Righ.ts and 
his assistance in planning the World Assembly for 
Human Rights held in Montreal in March 1968. 

Principal Speaker 
Principal speaker at the banquet was Judge A. Leon 

Higginbotham. Jr., Vice-Chairman of the National Com
mission on the Causes and Prevention of Violence. 
Judge Higginbotham is presently judge of the U. S. 
District Court for the Eastern Diitrict of Pennsylvania. 
In 1962 he was appointed to a seven year term as a 
Commissioner for the Federal Trade Commission. He 
was the first Negro to be a member at Commission 
level of any Federal regulatory agency and the yOWlg
est person to be named Commissioner at the Federal 
Trade Commission. He spoke on "Law and Order
Justice or Hypocrisy." In his talk he stressed that 
while we have law and order we still lack justice. He 
praised the Baha'is for their awards and called for 
more action in support of human rights. 

The Program 

Chairman of the banquet was Arthur Dahl of Pebble 
Beach, California, former treasurer of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States. 
The opening prayer was read by Mrs. Soo Fouts of 
Fairfax, Virginia. Presentation of the award to Mr. 
Eichelberger was made by Glenford E. Mitchell, secre
tary of the National SpiritUal Assembly and by Na
tional Spiritual Assembly member Franklin Kahn of 
Flagstaff, Arizona. The award to Xerox Corporation 
representative, John P. Guttenberg, Jr., Manager Ur
ban and Community Affairs, was given by Dr. Daniel 
Jordan, vice chairman of the National Assembly and 
Dr. Sarah M. Pereira National Assembly member from 
Washington D.C. 

Finley Hollinger, a Baha'i prominent in radio and 
television, from Hollywood, California was master of 
ceremonies for the entertainment program which was 
provided by the two noted Hollyvtood stars: Miss 

Glimpses of the Banquet 

Vic Damone gives h.is auto
OTaph. 

Miss Geraldine Jones enter
tains the audience. 
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Geraldine Jones and Vic Damone. The program was a 
delight to those attending and demonstrated the depth 
of the spirit of the Faith, both for laughter and for 
moments that are deeply moving. The gifted Baha'i 
entertainers stirred the hearts of the audience and left 
memories that will not be erased. 

Many Noled Gue." 

Among the distinguished guests were representatives 
of: the United National Association of Washington, 
D.C.; Amnesty International; the Library of Congress; 
Department of State; National Federation of Federal 
Employees; Office of Economic Opportunity; World 
Law for World Order; Federal Interagency Commission 
on Education; Howard University; President's Com
mission on Civil Rights; Urban League; National As
sociation of Education Broadcasters; Bureau of Indian 
Affairs; International Monetary Fund; Johns Hopkins 
University; N.A.A.C.P.; Department of Health Educa
tion and Welfare; and the Government of the District of 
Columbia. Also attending were the Ambassador of 
Israel and representatives of the governments of Ugan
da and of West Germany. 

Exco!!enl News Coverage 

The National Broadcasting Company covered the 
banquet with their television cameras and the Voice of 
America recorded the program for use over their 
outlets at a later date. Several other news organizations 
were also present. 

On the following day Vic Damone appeared on one of 
the major television stations (WMAL-TV) on the 
"Here's Barbara" show and spoke for fifteen minutes 
on the Baha'i Faith. As a result the station was flooded 
with calls asking for information on the Faith. The 
callers were referred to the Baha'i Center in Washing
ton, D.C. for further information. 

Banquet arrangements were under the direction of a 
committee appointed by the Spiritual Assembly of 
Washington, D.C. and the North American Baha'i Office 
for Human Rights. 

LEn TO RIGHT: Glenford MitcheH, John Guttenberg, Judge 
Higgenbotham. Clark Eiche!berger. 
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Sanchangli, Korea - First to Incorporate, Build Center 

Something new has happened in the Baha'i communi~ 
ty of Korea! The Baha'is of Sanchangli, with their own 
hands, have built a Center. The entire village donated 
the land? about 200 pyongs, and the National Spiritual 
Assembly contributed toward the cost of this one-story I 
two-room building. In order for the Baha'is of San
changli to have full ownership of the building. the 
National Assembly arranged for this Local Spiritual 
Assembly to be duly incorporated, which makes it the 
first incorporated Local Spiritual Assembly in Korea. 
This means that the Sanchangli Community is first in 
two catagories: to build and own its own Center. and to 
become incorporated. By so doing, they have made the 
first steps towards fulfilling two of the Nine Year Goals 
set by the Universal House of Justice, in 1964. These 
are: establish twenty-five incorporated local spiritual 
assemblies; and build three local Baha'i centers by 
1973. 

On November 3, at the Feast of Power, a dedication 
ceremony was held in Sanchangli at the new Center, 
which is situated in the very heart of the village. The 
ceremony was seemingly attended by all of the 300 
inhabitants. Seventy people, (many of whom were 
women, demonstrating that the Baha'is of Sanchangli 
are beginning to put into practice the Baha'i principle 
of the equality of the sexes), were seated inside the 
building. Others, including many Children, made a sea 
of faces outside the open doors and windows. After the 
spiritual part of the Feast, during which many prayers 
were read, congratulatory speeches were made by 
those who came from out-of-town for the ceremony: 
Auxiliary Board member, Mr, Yang Jae·Ho, two Na
tional Assembly members, the chairman and the treas
urer, Mr. and Mrs. John S. McHenry, and Suh Chul
Min? who is one of four dedicated Baha'is who, through 
much sacrifice, devote all their time to teaching the 

Faith. Gifts were presented to the chairman of the local 
Spiritual Assembly, Mr. Park, by Mr. McHenry on 
behalf 01 the National Spiritual Assembly, consisting of 
two good-sized framed photographs, one of the Shrine 
of the Bab and the· other a portrait of 'Abdu'l-Baha 
(both photos having been sent to Korea from Japan by 
a member of the National Spiritual Assembly of North 
East Asia). a small hand-woven Persian rug, with a 
design of the Greatest Name surrounded by a nine
pointed star (a gift of Mr. A. Mavaddat. who brought it 
from Persia in September), and 100 Greatest Name 
plaques, black on white (gifts from the Assistant Secre
tary of the National Spiritual Assembly of the United 
States. to be distributed by the Local Spiritual Assembly 
to Baha'i families. and 150 Baha'i pins (also sent from 
Japan) to be given to individual Baha!is. 

Following the speeches. which included acknowledg
ment of thanks by the Local Spiritual Assembly Chair
man, Mr. Park, colored slides of the Baha'i Holy Places 
in Haifa and 'Akka and scenes of the land of Israel 
were shown. Because of the large audience, the slides 
were shown outside on an improvised canvas screen 
propped against the Microbus, which is a gift presented 
this past year to the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Korea. 

The Local Spiritual Assembly members, who met 
privately after the meeting with Mr. Yang, Mr. and 
Mrs. McHenry and Mr. Suh, made known that most of 
their Assembly members are also members of the 
village council - the Assembly secretary is the village 
chief - and that more than half of the villagers are 
Baha·,s. The Local Spiritual Assembly goal is to have 
all inhabitants of the village become Baha'IS. In the 
meantime, the Baha'i Center, in a gesture of mutual 
cooperation and goodwill, is to be used for all joint 
community activities. 

LEFT: Baha'i Center at Sanchangri, Korea. At left is Auxiliary BoaTd membeT Mr. Yang Jae-Ho and in fTont, fu.n time teacheT, 
Mr. Suh Chul-Min. The others aTe members of the Locat SpiTltu.al Assembly and oj the Village Council. RIGHT: Part of the over
tlO'\D a.udience which attended the dedication ceTemony on November 3. 
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MT. SperanZ4. the pianirt. plays at the Theatm Novelli in 
Bimini for the PToclamation Conference on Nov. 8, 196B. 
Sitting at the podium are the speaker, Prof. Bausani. and MT. 
RObiati., chaiTman, The sign reads: The earth is one cou.ntry 
and mankind its citizen.s. 

Proclamation In Rimini, Italy 
Followed by Teaching Conference 

A Proclamation meeting held at the town theater in 
Rimini, Italy, November 8, 1968, stimulated a lively 
discussion period with many pertinent questions asked. 
About 250 people were present from Rimini and the 
nearby Republic of San Marino. Invitations were sent to 
leading citizens of both places, displays and posters 
were distributed throughout the area, and articles ap
peared in the principal newspapers, A pleasant, added 
attraction was a piano recital, with the pianist present
ing a composition entitled "Baha'I PoemH which he 
had composed for the occasion. Though he is not a 
Baha'i he explained how he had been inspired by Baha'i 
ideals to compose the piece. Prof. Bausani was the 
guest speaker. 

Book display in Rimini's IaTge&t bookstore during the week 
of the Proclamation Conference_ The sign reads: The Baha'i 
Faith proclaims th.e unity of mankind. 

Teac~ing Conference 

Mr_ Piarulli and Mr. Holmlund, Auxiliary Board 
members, gave a report on the meeting with the 
Continental Board members, held recently in Luxem
bourg, at a Teaching Conference in Rimini, November 
9-10. The goals of the Nine Year Plan were carefully 
studied with consultation on ways to fill them_ A teach
er training institute is scheduled to be held in Bari in 
January to develop new teachers to assist in the consol
idation work urgent at this time_ For example, Paler
mo, site of the Intercontinental Conference in August, 
1968 has had an intensive teaching project in deepening 
and confirming the many seekers and newly declared 
believers. 

Friends attending the National Teaching Conference in Rimini, Ita~1I Novem.beT 9-10. 1968_ 

I 



BAHA'I NEWS 

J!eUe1<5 to the atol' 

The following letter to the editors 01 BABA'i NEWS is 
.shaTed with the tn.ought that it may inspire others to 
use the news as wen as pictures from all over the 
Baha'i world to assist and make more effective their 
teaching activities. It is written by an American pio
neer who has served fOT a number of years in Latin 
America, first in Colombia. and later in San AndTes 
Island of! the coast 01 Nicaragua. 

Dear Baha'i Friends: 
For sometime I have contemplated writing you a 

letter to express appreciation for BAHA'i NEWS. My 
husband and I as well as many other pioneers I have 
talked with when we chance to meet. find that the 
BAHA'i NEWS with its stories and pictures is of inestima
ble value in our Baha'i activities and often the only 
media of contact we have with the "outside world." 
When it arrives we find the most comfortable, quietest 
place available that our spirit might be free to soar as 
we literally "devour it," that is, the activities and 
accomplishments of the Baha'is in the service of the 
Cause throughout the world. Thus, it gives us a greater 
incentive to go out and compete with our consecrated 
confederates, as the Beloved Master pleads with us to 
do, to conquer the hearts of the planet. 

BAHA'i NEWS is a visible, tangible link that unites 
those of us in foreign countries, some isolated with no 
one to consult with, often no telephones available, with 
the Baha'i world. How many times the answer to a 
question that one has been pondering over. or in some 
cases urgently needing (the pioneer being situated in a 
locale where the media of communication are inade
qua te) is found in the Bw'i NEWS, which seemS 
sometimes to arrive just in the "nick" of time. It works 
itself through many a 'maze' in this world. 

The contents of BAHA'i NEWS play a tremendous role 
in teaching. It is wonderful that you remember the 
thousands and thousands of indigenous Baba'1S who are 
so poverty stricken that they are never able to leave 
their particular locale. Those of us who are privileged 
to carry Baha'u'llah's Message to them must use every 
avenue possible to convey the spirit of the Cause to 
them; the fact that they now "really belong" to a world 
family, that they are loved. and that they are equal 
before God and man. We show visible evidence of this 
through pictures in BAHA'i NEWS. I have asked friends 
in the United States who had extra copies to donate 
some to us for teaching purposes. We cut the pictures 
out and make picture albums with captions and locali
ties intact. We also use photographs and picture post· 
cards. We carry these albums or visual aides with Us on 
our daily teaching trips and use them as an introduc~ 
tion to the Faith. Often those who are reluctant to talk 
with 'strangers' initially, gather around when they see 
the pictures. They are either impressed or suspicious 
tultil we convince them they are real, then the ques
tions begin such as, where can such heterogeneous 
groups be found when there is so much racial strife and 
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national and international conflicts? This is a literal 
translation, but one should not be overwhelmed over 
such questions from so called 'backward people', for 
in spite of the fact they seldom see a newspaper and 
some rarely hear a radio, or come in contact with 
people of the 'outside world', they are well a ware of 
what is going on in the world that concerns the well
being of mankind. There is no doubt at all. when 
around these friends, that their wisdom comes from a 
Higher Source than the wisdom acquired from academ
ic learning. Such questions however provide a cue to us 
to tell them about Baha 'u 'llah and His teachings for all 
men. We stress the oneness aspect of the teachings, 
which is so often vividly portrayed through the group 
pictures in the BAHA'i NEWS; that He teaches us that 
we all are one people; and that we must go and tell all 
our family throughout the world that He has come to 
unite us through His love. 

rt is heartwarming to see the Indians, the people of 
African descent who live in the cbush', the peasants in 
the pueblos and others. faces light up when they see 
people like themselves in BAHA'i: NEWS or in slides. 
They point them out with such great delight and talk 
(often reverting to their native tongue or patois). Often 
they take these pictures and study them intently as one 
would study a book. And many, as you no doubt know, 
have arisen, no longer feeling restricted because of the 
poverty of their immediate surroundings. and have 
taken their folders of pictures and visual aids and gone 
out into the world and are bringing in hundreds of 
sheep to the fold of Bah ... ·u·U ... h. others. not having 
these aids have gone out with only a prayer in their 
hearts and "inner sight." 

Again I must stress more about the group pictures, 
especially the indigenous groups since we have been 
able to use them so effectively. They teU the Indians in 
particular, and the other minority groups, about the 
Oneness of Mankind. when all their experiences have 
been to the contrary. Here they see it in action. Not 
infrequently when the ucivilizados" see these photo
graphs they ask, "Aren't you afraid of those Indians
they are wild you know? Don't they eat people? Aren't 
the white people afraid 1" Such questions lead to fur
ther teaching opportunities and enable the pioneer to 
use Baha'u'llah's words which heal the illnesses of 
prejudices and ignorance and help to unite many hostile 
divergent groups which have hitherto held each other 
in contempt. 

I feel confident that many pioneers and Baha'i teach
ers will join me in expressing gratitude and apprecia
tion to the staff for the yeoman service it is rendering 
by making our teaching efforts more effective and by 
bringing "home" a little closer to us, especially in our 
moments of reflection when we need to feel that some
one "really cares. It 

With warm Baha'i love, 
-Helen Jacobs Hornby 

T 
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Frankfurt, Germ.any Book Fa.ir h.eld September 19-24, 19158, showing Baha'i booth with exhibit of books from Germany, Belgium 
and England. Ph.oto at right shows display of a. BahaJi book, Der Gespaltene Himmel, by HU8Chm411d Sabet. pubtish.ed by Ver
bum.Verlag. 

Baha'i Display at German Book Fair 

At the Exhibit in EI SatvadoT. 

Public Interest Stirred by EI Salvador Exhibit 
The International Fair of El Salvador is a biennial 

event which has become a show window for all of 
Central America. This year the fair, in which twenty
three nations participated, drew 400,000 people dUring 
the last three weeks of November. 

With a great deal of hope as well as uncertainty, the 
National Spiritual Assembly of El Salvador appointed a 
committee to prepare an exhibition booth for the fair. 
Once the decision was made, the time, talent and funds 
seemed to pour forth in splendid collaboration, and from 
the first day the venture was felt by all to be a success. 
One man, taking in the exhibit, exclaimed: "This is 
what God wants! JI Questions and discussions kept the 
friends attending the booth busy. More than 37,000 
pamphlets were distributed and careful follow up of all 
interested persons is in operation. A successful press 
conference was planned by Dr. Rose Mangapis and 
several reporters came to view the exhibit. 

A special surprise was the visit of Hand of the Cause 
of God, U go Giachery. who addressed two meetings, 
one open to the public, and helped in other Proclama
tion events. 

The National Assembly of El Salvador believes this 
event has considerably boosted the possibilities of early 
fulfillment of their Nine Year goals. 



.AHA'I NEWS 9 , , 
Know YOUI' Saha'i Literature 

TOMORROW AND TOMORROW 

This book declares that the world is confused and 
chaotic today because humanity has failed to discover 
creative leadership on a planetary scale, capable of 
moving all mankind into a new era of peace and world 
order. Only the world's great spiritual figures, rising in 
every age with a message for all humanity, have been 
able to mould and advance civilizations. 

Such a leader, the author states, arose in the 19th 
century with a practical spiritual message, releasing 
that spiritual dynamic into human consciousness that 
shapes world events. Baha'u'lliih, a Persian name 
meaning the jGlory of God' was born in Teheran, trim, 
early in the 19th century, a son of the Minister of the 
State under the Shah. But it was the path of religious 
and humanitarian reform that Bah;i'u'llah chose to 
follow, leading to severe persecution, exile and finally 
incarceration in the prison of 'Akkit in the Holy Land. 

Among the basic practical teachings which Baha
'u'llah promulgated were the need of an international 
world tribunal, adoption of a universal auxiliary lan
guage, the basic unity of all the world's revealed 
religions, and the abandonment of aU prejudice and 
superstition. 

The author. educator and world traveller, who was 
founder of the Progressive Education Association in 
1919, states that these teachings were not given as a 
philosophic or sociological treatise, but rather as the 
result of prophetic vision, whose culminating achieve
ment win be a "humanity at last come of age ... 
mature enough to follow a planetary program and to 
construct the long-dreamed-of edifice of world brother
hood which prophets have forecast, philosophers dis
cussed and poets dreamed of." 

While the world is at present astir with these .ideals 
and some have already been put into practice, it will 
come as a surprise to many to learn that these concepts 
and others, such as the essential harmony of science 
and religion, equality of men and women, a plan of 
industrial profit-sharing based on a pre-determined 
share of the net profits to labor, and others, were being 
taught by an Oriental prisoner, with no formal school~ 
ing whatever, as early as 1860. It is also startling to 
know that this message of a unitary solution to the 
world's problems was first given by this lone, visionary 
figure in a series of letters to the rulers of the western 
world. 

S+anwoad Cobb 

Book Review 

It is the Hspiritual dynamic" released by the Prophet 
of God that is viewed by the author as the most vital 
and least understood ingredient needed urgently today 
as a leavening for a disintegrating society. There can 
be no new orientation of loyalties needed to produce 
this planetary society without such spiritual motivation. 
First, there must be a vitalizing love for all humanity 
based on the principle of the "oneness of mankind" to 
abolish the artificial, but nevertheless deeply implanted 
barriers of race, religious and class prejudice. The 
author finds "proof of the pudding" in viewing BaM'! 
communities, as the followers of Baha 'u 'llah are 
known; for here in the realm of human relationships is 
found a working unity among peoples of every religiOUS 
and racial background throughout more than 300 coun
tries and principalities of the world. 

Granting the need for science to free man's mind, the 
author nevertheless sees the almost totally secularized 
society today as one of "shallow roots and sour soil" 
and sees no hope on the part of traditional religion to 
stem this tide. SCience, lacking dynamic spiritual moti
vation, has produced a purely materialistic society, 
sowing the seeds of its own destruction. There is a great 
need

j 
he states, for a recognition of the interdepen

dence of the two great and essentially harmonious 
forces of science and religion. 

If one accepts a planetary order as the inevitable 
achievement of a long-travailing humanity, a natural 
question to ask is when will this culmination be? The 
author points out that current sociologists with their 
plotted progress curves arrive at a similar conclusion 
to the prophecies of Baha1u'llah, and in complete fulfilI
ment of Biblical prophecy. Shoghi Effendi, the beloved 
Guardian of the Baha'i Faith, has stated that we are on 
the eve of cataclysmic world events which, while seem
ingly tragic, will impel man to his promised destiny in 
this century. 

For this reason, the author. in his comprehensive 
survey of these prinCiples, finds a prevailing optimism 
among the followers of this 19th century prophet, in 
whatever part of the world they reside. "They dedicate 
their lives and a11 their abilities," he states, "to this 
great goal of a spiritualized humanity banded together 
in love and harmony, building noble institutions within 
the pattern of a federated world." 

(Paperbound edition available from Bah.a'i Publish
ing Trust, Wilmette, illinois. See catalog.) 

T 



Indicative of Area youth Conferences throughout the United States are these two 
photos from Kentucky, Tennessee~ Southern. IHinois' and Indiana (tap) and Washing· 
ton (bottom) and these words /Tom a Conference participant in Idaho: "The spirit 
at this conference was unbelievable, and the high-mindedness, pu;rposefulnes.9' and 
animate !.ove for the Blessed Beauty and His Cause that radiated /Tom these youth 
wa.s enough to cause the teaTS of joy to flow Wee riveTS." 

LEn: "One of the most inspiratian.at 
things about this conference was the paT· 
ticipation of youth as speakers. The'll pre
pared and presented theiT talks with much 
thought and effort. >I New J eTsey Con
IeTence 

"The youth speakers weTe good. They 
commUnicated in the vernacular 01 their 
peers and 'We1'e tistened to. Some spoke 
u1l8effconsciously, aUawing aU to see 
their depth of awareness and commitment 
to the Faith." New Me.rico Conference 

RIGtrr: The Idaho Fa![s Post Register 
printed this photo of the Idaho, Montana, 
Utah Youth Conference, which was opened 
by the Mayor of Idaho Falls. He was pre
sented with a copy of The Proclamation 
of Baha'u'lUh, and he replied .. "I won't 
read this, I'll study it! It will. have a 
pe-nnanent place in my home so my family 
can Tead it ai.so," 

fEBRUARY 1969 

YOUTH: TIME FOR ACTION 
"The Old Testament reminds us 

that there is a time for everything. 
This is the time for action. It is the 
time when the American Baha'i 
youth can demonstrate to their con
fused contemporaries the power of 
Baha'u'Ilah's Cause to inject hope 
where frustration abounds and to 
raise up from the midst of such 
frustration a race of men wholly dedi
cated to the reconstruction of world 
society. " 

With this clarion call the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the United 
States challenged the BaM'i youth 
of America, gathered together at 22 
Area Youth Conferences throughout 
the nation on November 29-December 
1, 1968, to arise and to win the goals 
of the Five Year Youth Program. 

And the youth, more than 800 of 
them, responded. They consulted on 
how to achieve the Program's goals 
and formulated specific plans for 
their own areas. They made individ
ual commitments to action on goals 
such as homefront and international 
pioneering, organizing Baha'i high 
school and college clubs, and deepen
ing themselves. They contributed 
over $1000 to the National Baha.'! 
Fund. And they pondered in their 
hearts the summons of the beloved 
Guardian "to step forward, and dedi
cate their resources, their time, their 
very lives to a Cause of such tran
scendence that no human eye can 
even dimly perceive its glory. , . ." 

I 
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Tnese were working conferences-, and 
nere is a vital part of th.e "work," in the 
wOTds of 'Abdu'l-Bahd.: "0 tie friends! 
Fe1iowship, fellowsh.ip! Love, love! Unity, 
unity!" 

"The conference had an air Of realism 
and solidity to it that was good. Consulta
tion among groups of youth was Teally 
quite fruitful." Wisconsin Confe1'ence 

"These young people were seriou..s about 
theiT responsibte Tole and don't intend to 
be an added attraction, but rather a part 
of the main feature', in the unfolding plan 
of Bahd'u'!ldh," New Mexico Conje'1'ence 

Who win arise to tm the goals? Will 
you? 

r 
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Thousands Attend U.S. Conferences 
ON THREE WEEKENDS in October approximately 

2,000 American believers consulted on the urgent 
m~{:!essity for obtaining a clearer apprehension of the 
purpose of God for men and on the urgent requirements 
of the National Baha'i Fund. Success in Teaching: How 
to Fight Your Own Spiritual Battles was another topic 
presented and discussed at these conferences. A report 
on the First Oceanic Conference and the Commemora
tion of Baha'u'llah's Arrival in the Holy Land was also 
given, with added commentary by those privileged to 
have attended. 

Members of the National Spiritual Assembly, the 
National Teaching Committee and the recently estab
lished Teacher Corps acted as moderators at the eigh
teen conferences held all over the country. To encour
age partiCipation each person received a copy of the 
message from the Universal House of Justice to the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the 
United States dated August 14, 1968. entitled "A Chal· 
lenge of Colossal Magnitude" which appeared in the 
October issue of the NATIONAL BAHA'I REVIEW. A com· 
mentary on this message by the National Spiritual 
Assembly was also distributed to all attending. Finally, 
a special eight-page compilation on the following topics 
taken from the writings of the Guardian of the Cause of 
God and the Universal House of Justice was presented 
as a special gift to everyone who attended: 1) Expan
sion and Consolidation: Twin Processes of Baha'i Com
munity Action; 2) Proclamation: The Unknown Sea; 3) 
The Individual's Role and 4) Achieving the Oneness of 
Manlcind in America (from the writings of Shoghi 
Effendi). Of the twelve excerpts from the Guardian's 
writings on this last topic, six were from previously 
unpublished letters, five were from letters published 
only in BAHA'I NEWS from 1937 to 1958 and one was from 
Principles of Baha'i Administration, page 87. 

Also featured at the conferences was the showing of 
the -slide-tape program on the Fund, entitled "Your 
National Fund: The Gateway to Success. I, This pro
gram, developed by the National Coordinating Commit
tee for the Fund, sparked lively discussion and interest 
in the use to which the funds are put. 

Discussion of the message from the Universal House 
of Justice to the Hands of the Cause of God and the 
Baha'i friends assembled in Palermo, Sicily at the First 
Baha'i Oceanic Conference and the Ridvan 1967 mes
sage from that same body helped in the consultation on 
the urgency for organizing study classes for the con
stant consideration of the Sacred Writings of our Faith 
as related to God's purpose for man today. 

FEBRUARY 1969 

, ' 
Baha'; in the News 

The autumn issue of Theology Digest contains CL 

listing of Rehgion faT Mankind and a brief but accurate 
reference to the author, Horace Holley. It mentions his 
service as secretary of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the United States for more than thirty years? his 
elevation to Hand of the Cause of God? his extensive 
travels throughout the Western Hemisphere as well as 
other continents "to stimulate and guide Baha'i 
activity," his call to serve at the World Center in Haifa 
in 1959 and his burial On Mount CarmeL This magazine 
offers condensations of religious articles from leading 
theological journals throughout the world. It is pub
lished by the School of Divinity of st. Louis University, 
a Catholic institution. The book section contains over 
200 titles, a "selected list of adult religious books 
recently published Or made available for distribution in 
the United States" which it states is a list of "the most 
important books published" in the religious field. 

o 
The December 2 issue of the Los Angetes Times 

carried a special feature on Vic Damone by Leonard 
Feather. Three paragraphs are devoted to mention of 
the Faith. 

o 
A workbook used in third grade in some public 

schools carries a color picture of the House of WorShip 
in Wilmette to illustrate to the young students the idea 
of beauty, and finding the most beautiful things in their 
surroundings, 

The Passing of a Knight of Baha'u'liah 
Mrs. Loyce D. Lawrence, Knight of Bahft'u'llah, 

passed on to the Abha Kingdom December 111, 1968, in 
Trondheim. Norway. Mrs. LaWrence, a dedicated and 
faithful pioneer since the beginning of the Ten Year 
Crusade, volunteered (at the Stockholm intercontinen
tal Conference in 1953) to go to the far-northern post of 
Lofoten Islands. beyond the Arctic Circle. Holding with
in her heart the wish of the beloved Guardian that the 
pioneers become permanent members of their adopted 
country and hold their posts until the Faith is firmly 
established, she remained to witness the formation of a 
Local Spiritual AssemblY in Svolvaer and the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Norway, on which she was serv
ing as a member at the time of her death. 

The services of this devoted American Pioneer and 
her valuable contribution to the Faith in Norway are 
exemplary expressions of her love for Bahh'u'llah. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States, as a news 
organ reporting current activities of the Baha'i world ('ommunity. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Sylvia Parmel~e. Managing Editor; Mrs. Eunice 
Braun, International Editor; Miss Charlotte I.Jnfoot, National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee. 

Material must be received by the twenty-fifth 01 the second month preceding date of issue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
OMce, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, lllinois 60091, U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Center, 112 Unden A.venue, Wilmette, Dlinois, U.S.A. 60091. 
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No. 456 BAHA'I YEAR 125 MARCH 1969 

"0 ye children of the Kingdom! 

"It is New Year; that is to say. the rounding of the cycle of the year. A year 
is the expression of a cycle (of the sun); but now is the beginning of a cycle 
of Reality, a New Cycle, a New Age, a New Century, a New Time and a New 
Year. Therefore it is very blessed. 

"I wish this blessing to appear and become manifest in the faces and char
acteristics of the believers, so that they, too, may become a new people, and 
ha ving found new life and been baptized with fire and spirit, may make the 
world a new world, to the end that the old earth may disappear and the new 
earth appear; old ideas depart and new thoughts come; old garments be cast 
aside and new garments put on; ancient politics whose foundation is war be 
discarded and modern politics founded on peace raise the standard of victory; 
the new star shine and gleam and the new sun illumine and radiate; new flow
ers bloom; the new spring become known; the new breeze blow; the new bounty 
descend; the new tree give forth new fruit; the new voice become raised and 
this new sound reach the ears, that the new will follow the new, and all the old 
furnishings and adornments be cast aside and new decorations put in their 
places. 

"I desire for you all that you will have this great assistance and partake of 
this great bounty, and that in spirit and heart you will strive and endeavor 
until the world of war become the world of peace; the world of darkness the 
world of light; satanic conduct be turned into heavenly behavior; the ruined 
places become built up; the sword be turned into the olive branch; the flash 
of hatred become the flame of the love of God and the noise of the gun the 
voice of the Kingdom; the soldiers of death the soldiers of life; all the nations 
of the world one nation; all races as one race; and all national anthems har
monized into one melody. 

"Then this material realm will be Paradise, the earth Heaven, and the 
world of Satan become the world of Angels." 

(Tablets oj 'Abdu'I-Bana, Vol. I, pages 38-40) 

The relationship between the Fast and Naw-Ruz is indicated in the Tablet of Baha'u'llah on pages 183-
185 of Baha'i Prayers, and the reciting of this Tablet is an integral part of the observance of Naw-Ruz. In 
1906, the beloved Master revealed a New Year's greeting for the American believers which is Quoted 
above In its entirety. It is hoped that it will be included in your commemoration of this joyous Holy Day. 
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Hands of the Cause of God Travel 
Throughout World 

Hand of the Cause A. Q. Faizi began an extended tour 
through Asia in early December. He went first to India 
where, on Human Rights Day, December 10, he deliv. 
ered an illuminating speech at the Baha'i Center which 
received wide publicity, with accounts in Free Press 
Journat~ Indian Express, and Hindnstan (Sinrlhi). He 
was in Madras for two days, spent nineteen days in 
Ceylon and then went to Malaysia where he participat
ed in the Regional Youth Conference. He also visited 
various other centers and held classes in Penang before 
flying to Laos where he met with the Kahonal Spiritual 
Assembly. By the end of February he \\0-111 have visited 
also Malaysia, Burma, Hong Kong, Cambodia, Thai
land and again India. He expects to go to Tihran on 
about March 1. 

Hand of the Cause Enoch OJinga has visited India, 
Ceylon and Pakistan, returning to participate in India's 
Winter School in Panchgani December 26-31. The Local 
Spiritual Assembly of Panchgani gives the following 
report: 

"The Winter School was a glorious success .... It was 
inaugurated by the beloved Hand of the Cause Mr. 
Enoch Olinga " whose gracious presence along with 
Mrs. Olinga, Counsellor Mr. Farhangi, Mrs. Farhangi 
and members of the Auxiliary Board among the large 
number of participants, created an atmosphere of per· 
feet love, unity, spirituality and joy. 

"This winter school was memorable in every l"I::,spect. 

It was well organized, well attended and well conduct
ed. The teachers were capable, experienced and 
learned. The participants, seventy percent of whom 
were youth, were attentive and eager to learn the 
subjects which were taught in depth. 

"In addition to six daily periods of fifty minutes each, 
every evening there was a one and one-half hour 
program organized by the youth of Panchgani, Poona, 
Bombay and the National Youth Committee." 

Hand of the Cause 'A1i~Akbar Furutan spent two 
months following the Oceanic Conference visiting almost 
every Baha'i center in Turkey, inspiring and stimulat
ing the friends as well as assisting the National Spiri
tual Assembly and the Auxiliary Board members in 
their work. 

DUl'ing October and November, Hand of the Cause 
Dr, Adelbert Muhlschlegel visited Yugoslavia and 
Greece, later traveling to various centers in France, 
Luxembourg and Germany. He returned to Austria to 
attend the Winter School. 

Hand of the Cause UgO Giachery has written of a 
Maya pioneer who traveled a long distance to visit him 
in Mexico City. He says: "His knowledge of the Teach
ings and the depth of the understanding of the univer
sality of Baha'u'Uah's Message were truly outstanding. 
I can see the day when many administrative posts in 
JIlexico will be held by believers like him. His name is 
Claro Jimez Hu." 

At the international BaM'i summer school herd in La Falda, Argentina, December 21-28. More than 100 friends gathered from four 
countries. Present were members of the South American Board oj CounseUors, and Auxiliary Board member Richard Mirkovich. 
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Central American School 

"Karbila" 

Holds December Sessions 

Eight miles from Tegucigalpa, Honduras. situated on 
a hill rising from a bend in the Grande River, sur
rounded on all sides by beautiful mountains, praises to 
God were raised at dawn. 

To this Karbila Central American school, held from 
December 25 to 30 and sponsored by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Honduras. invited people came 
by plane, bus, truck and on foot. They came to deepen 
in the Baha'i Faith in association with members from 
Panama, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guate
mala and seven departments in Honduras. Thirty six 
attended in al1. thirty students, six teachers and five 
children. Many of the students were youth. 

Classes covered-Great Figures of the Faith-Admin
istration-Divine Plan-What is the Greatest Gift of 
God?-The Guardian (given by one who had visited the 
Guardian)-The two Natures of Man-Evolution of the 
Spirit-Hands of the Cause-Baha '{ Laws and the im
portance of teaching the Faith. 

1 

Karbila. near Tegucigalpa, Honduras. scene of Baha'i School 

Som£ of those who attended sessions at Karbita in Hondu.,a.s 
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International News Briefs 
Latin America 

The Government of Guatemala has granted recogni
tion of the Baha'j marriage certificate, thus fulfilling 
another goal of the Nine Year Plan. The vice-chairman 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of Guatemala has 
been appointed by the Government to officially perform 
the marriage ceremony for Baha'is throughout the 
country. 

o 
The National Spir.itual Assembly of the Baha'is of 

Nicaragua has announced that jts incorporation has 
been accomplished and an announcement of it ap
peared in the Gaceta Oficial, the official newspaper of 
the Government of Nicaragua. 

o 
St. Martin. Leeward Islands, was the site of the 

second national teacher training institute held Novem
ber 28-December 1, 1968, sponsored by the National 
Spil'itual Assembly of Leeward, Windward and Virgin 
Islands. Discussion courses were led by Mrs. Marjorie 
Harmer, Auxiliary Board member, Mrs. Louise Dicker
son and Mrs. Lorana Kerfoot, with planning and al'~ 

School in Ecuador 

.-.. 
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rangements handled by \Villiam Nedden. A news story 
in the Windward Island Opinion announced the insti
tute. 

o 
In Sucre, Bolivia, radio programs have been pre

sented three times weekly for a period of five months. 
Copies of the Baha'i Human Rights proclamation were 
given to all of the Justices of the Supreme Court in that 
city. 

o 
The National Spiritual Assembly of the Dominican 

Republic reports that th'e Faith was presented on tele
vision throughout the country in a ten-minute question 
and answer program on the principles of the Faith with 
Benito Alejandro Peres. Mr. Artemus Lamb, who vis
ited there in November, appeared on that same pro
gram during his visit. In Haina at the youth Club 
Rafael Benzan presented the subject "Science and 
Religion" to a capacity audience of teachers, students 
and members of other clubs. The press and radio 
throughout the country cooperated very well in giving 
publicity to these events. An interview with Mr. 
Artemus Lamb was published in the newspaper Listin 
Diario and the magazine, Ahoro featured a long article 
on the Faith. 

Bana'i Summer School held in tne national lfa-?iratu'I-Qllds in Quito, Ecuador 
during August and September. It was planned by the Teaching Committee for 

Children and Youth oj that countTY. 
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New Communities 

• In 

West Africa 

Newly established Baha'i community of Dschang. East Region oj Cmneroon. with 
pioneers BernaT('l NkwlJ and Oscar Njang. 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of Santa Isabel. capita~ of the 
new Republic of Equatorial Guinea, established Rt(lvan, 1968. 
On Odobe-r 9, 1968, the new President-elect oj the Republic 
granted recognition to the Baha'i Faith in a special document. 
on the eve of the Republic's national independence. Thi5 recog
ni.tion of the Faith covers both Fernando Poa Is!.and and Rio 
Muni, including the islands at Corisco and Annobon. AmcTican 
pioneers MT. and Mrs. George Karch (not shown on photo J 

were pre~ent on the day recognition was granted. 

Members of newly established Baha'i community oj Bafoussam. East Cameroon. 

T 
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BOOK REVIEW 

I'OlfNfiJDQNS 0/ 
wrtRJ.. D UN] IT Foundations of World Unity 

Talks and tablets by 'ABDU'L.BAHA 
with introduction by Horae. Holley 

112 pp. Baha'i Publishing Trust, Wilmette, Illinois 

RiI!'vlew bV Margaret lanr Hawb!d:el" 

1'HE BOOK OF THE "KNOWLEDGE OF GOD" is 
the human heart; the seat of awareness, of faith, 

and of realization of the cause of existence. It is to this 
sensibility in the human being that 'Abdu'I·Baha ad
dresses Himself, through man's intellectual as well as 
his emotional capacity. The creative word does not 
depend on the printing press or penmanship to be 
effective. Concepts of reality are contained in such 
form as a useful means by which to transmit them with 
integrity. 

In the realm of intangibles, as well as external and 
describable phenomena, 'Abdu'l-Baha's legacy shines 
with an ever increasing luminescence. As the decades 
pass, widening the gap between His life of service and 
our generation, the impart of His messages becomes 
more powerful, illuminating as they do the increasing 
need to put into action the creative Word of God for this 
day. 

Modern World Condition. 

In this slim volume of talks and tablets, 'Abdu'I·Baha 
analyzes the condition in which the world of man now 
finds itself, outlines the means by which the problems 
can be resolved and indicates the potential results of 
unified efforts toward peace, When He describes the 
condition of strife in the world today, He does not dwell 
on the perversity of man, nor point with approbation 
toward anyone hUman source. Briefly, with sure, bold 
strokes, He paints a picture of the modern world 
encumbered with an abundance no former century has 
ever witnessed. No one society or group was completely 
prepared for the deluge of advancement, scientific, 
technological Or social, that has signified the bewilder
ment of this century. 

When the individual today contemplates the world 
around him, he must be confounded by the confusion in 
the social, political and governmental realms. To try to 
live in today's world with yesterday's concepts is as 
frustrating as waiting at a depot for a train whose 
scheduled runs have been discontinued and the rails it 
hurried along in the past starting to rust. The best that 
most persons can do is try to cope with the confusion 
and the seeming overwhelming mass of "newness". 

What is clear to 'Abdu'l-Baha, and to us as we extend 
the ideas He voices, is that these same trials can be the 
means by which a new world society is evolved - a 
society which will achieve heights unequalled in his~ 
tory. For as a counterpoint to all of 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
analyses, warnings and cautions, is the implacable 
n:essage He utters that this is the century of light, the 
tIme for the unification of mankind. 

;Abdu'l-Baha identifies the sources of confusion and 
~rouble and yet counterbalances them with a deep, 
Immovable assurance in the capacity of mankind to 
alter the condition for the better. He recognizes the 
deficiencies of our present society and still proclaims 
universal justice and equality as not only possible but 
a necessary achievement. 

Means of Achieving Accord 

This book deals with the means by which the world 
can be brought to the condition of accord and agree~ 
ment. IAbdu'l-Baha is clear and positive in stating that 
only spiritual guidance and a spiritual foundation can 
truly weld the nations in harmony. As He claims, 
<lpeace is guidance; war is error." "Wars, religious, 
racial or political, have arisen from human ignorance, 
misunderstanding and lack of education," He illu
strates this point by stating, HConsider the ignorance 
and inconsistancy of the human race. If a man kills 
another, no matter what the cause may be, he is 
pronounced a murderer, imprisoned or executed; but 
the brutal oppressor who has slain one hundred thou
sand is idOlized as a hero, conqueror or military ge
nius." 

IAbdu'I-Baha states: " ... the divine teachings are 
intended to create a bond of unity in the human world 
and establish the foundations of love and fellowship 
among mankind," He carefully explains the relation
ship of the Messengers of God who founded the world's 
great religions; the essential oneness of their station, 
their teachings, and the one God from wham all crea
tion and guidance stems, He relates the thread of unity 
that exists through all divinely revealed religions, ex
plains how the essential purpose is the same, stemming 
from the same Source. He analyzes the concept of the 
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foundation and purpose of religion to establish divinely 
ordained civilizations. 

All the Prophets of God were educators of mankind 
and have guided man through successive stages of 
development. 'Abdu'l~Baha shows how Baha'u'lhih, 
Founder of the Baha'i Faith, deals with the specific 
problems mankind faces in this age. He explains that 
"spiritual brotherhood" is established by the Manifes
tations and that "the time has come when all mankind 
shall be united." 

Unity of Conscience is Essential 

In the chapter from which the book Foundations of 
World Unity gets its title, 'Abdu'l-Baha points out that, 
although Universal Peace is greatly desired by many, 
and considered of great importance, " ... unity of 
conscience is essential.. . H He develops the theme 
saying that Universal Peace must be supported by 
other universal conditions, such as the abandonment of 
prejudice, establishing equality of men and women, 
maintaining order through the safeguards of law and 
the religion of God, to mention a few. For, as He states, 
Hlf the question is restricted to Universal Peace alone, 
the remarkable results which are expected and desired 
will not be attained." Climaxing the presentation of the 
ultimate goal of creating a Supreme Tribunal for inter
national law and order, 'Abdu'l-Baha firmly states, 
"Today, nothing but the power of the Word of God 
which encompasses the realities of things can bring the 
thoughts, minds, hearts and spirits under the shade of 
one Tree." 

Since "unity of conscience is essential," reformation 
in the affairs of men depends on more than the institu
tion of new governmental systems and signed treaties. 
Humanity must be enlightened in all phases of life, not 
merely agree to a set of rules. 

Thus, not every chapter in this book deals directly or 
in the specific terms of a plan for world order. But 
every subject has bearing on the statement nunity of 
conscience is essential." 'Abdu'l-Baha explores diverse 
subjects of vital importance to today's world under 
chapter headings such as "The Spirit of Justice," 
"Cooperation," "The Cause of Strife," "Racial Harmo
ny," "Education," "Science." 

Human Potential lor Peace 

Foundations of World Unity has to do with the en
largement of human conSciousness, lifting up the hope 
of mankind that a durable peace is possible. It has to do 
with spiritual awakening to a broader concept of crea
tion and the family of man. Although 'Abdu'l-Baha 
speaks of the innumerable grievances in the world, He 
does not dwell on them at length. The message of hope 
He raises is strongly based on a grasp of history, a 
universal view of the affairs of men and confidence that 
the means for renewal of civilization are at hand. 

In simple terms 'Abdu'l-Baha explains the life cycles 
of all created things and shows how the family of man 
has reached the stage of maturity, that, like the tree in 
springtime, is bursting with buds which promise a 
great harvest. He associates this procession of seasons 
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and cycles with the flow of guidance which has been 
brought, in successive ages, by the Manifestations of 
God, the dawning pOints or spiritual suns. He points out 
the evidence that we are in the dawn of a new era and 
identifies Baha'u'llah as the sun of guidance for this 
day. He supports this c1aim with a presentation of the 
specific guidance Baha'u'llah enunciated on the estab
lishment of love and unity in the world: guidance that 
centers on the world as it is today, guidance which also 
centers on the capacity of the human heart to encom
pass the ideas and translate them into action. 

Roots 01 Imbalance 

Never before has the world been beset with the 
pressures, clamor and unrest that involve all nations 
and peoples today. Political differences, economic com
petition and widely varied living standards are only a 
part of the picture of distress. The roots of imbalance 
are deep, not easily disturbed or removed. 

The great effort man has to make in establishing a 
new state of equality is in finding a new set of reasons 
for eradicating the inequalities. For example: " ... the 
accomplishment of unity between the colored and 
whites will be an assurance of the world's peace. Then 
racial prejudice, national prejudice. limited patriotism 
and religious bias will pass away and remain no 
longer." Speaking of the state we now witness of a 
portion of humanity living in comfort while others exist 
in poverty and misery, 'Abdu'l-Baha says, "This 
household is not well arranged." Then he claims, 
"Therefore, a law must be given to this family by 
means of which all the members of this family will 
enjoy equal well-being and happiness." 

Call 01 the Divine Physician 

Varied as the subjects in Foundations of World Unity 
are, 'Abdu'l-Baha constantly reminds the reader of the 
source of existence, knowledge and human capacity. 
Awareness of the cause of disease enables a physician 
to apply knowledge to healing, or a mechanic to repair 
an engine. From the diagnosis a remedy can be select
ed, a choice made and a course of action determined. 
So too in the affairs of mankind. action based on 
awareness of reality is the potent elixir for the uni
fication of divergent forces. becomes the tool by which 
broken associations can be mended, alliances made 
strong. 

'Abdu'l-Baha raises the call to all persons, of all 
backgrounds, of varied racial and national origins, to 
the all-encompassing standard of the Oneness of Man
kind. This is the underlying theme. the chord. the 
pulse, the absolute center upon which Universal Peace 
can be established. Peace will come as a result of the 
application of the universal concepts Baha'u'llith has 
brought, of a new "conscience" I and the application of 
love on a greater scale than has ever been demonstrat
ed before. Justice stems from the roots of love and 
unity. Only with justice established can true peace 
exist, a peace not limited by human restrictions but 
expanded by the guidance of divine love. divine unity 
and divine justice. 
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International News Briefs 

Swaziland 
During the Independence celebrations in Swaziland. 

His Majesty King Sabhuza II referred to the great need 
of unity among Swazi people, especially in the realm of 
religion. He mentioned the heavy responsibilities rest
ing upon the shoulders of their King and then referred 
to kings as "the Trustees of God on earth." The Swazi 
Baha'is recognized the phrase as coming from The 
Proclamation of Bahci!u'lldh. 

o 
A meeting was held at the Swazi National Secondary 

School at Matsapa at which a team of Baha'i speakers 
addressed 220 students at the Sunday morning service. 
Questions from the audience continued for two hours 
after the meeting had formally closed. 

At this school the first Baha'is were found in 1954 and 
it is dear to the heart of every Baha'i pioneer in 
Swaziland. Nearly all the leaders of Swaziland have 
graduated from this school and teachers there have 

Rwanda Teachin9 Institute 
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been among the first to grasp the significance of the 
Teachings of Baha'u'llah. Many of the Baha'i youth 
have come from that group or students, among them 
some of the children of the King. 

Senegal 
In October Mr. Husayn Ardikani, member of the 

Continental Board of Counsellors for Northwestern 
Africa, visited Zinquinchor, Senegal. In the course of a 
four·day visit he met about thirty of the Baha'is of that 
town and addressed a public meeting held in a school. 
He also visited the Baha'is of Kaolack enroute back to 
Dakar, Senegal. 

Ethiopia 
Mr. Riby-Williams, of the Economic Commission for 

Africa, was guest speaker at a public meeting 
sponsored by the Baha'i community of Addis Ababa. 
The subject was "Human Rights are God-Given 
Rights". Ministers, ambassadors and other high-rank_ 
ing officials were invited and the meeting received 
excellent and favorable publicity. 

Baha'i Teaching Insti.tute nerd in July 1968 at the home of Mrs. Alexandra Pawro~$ke. in. Rwanda, Kasai 
Province near the Congo. The Institute was a great S'Ucces.s and brought joy and mSJn1'atwn to all those 

privileged to attend. 
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Pioneers to (hagos 

MT. AtheTviUe Cedras and his wife who, with. their three chil
dTen .sailed from their home in the Seych.eUes JOT the pioneer 
post oj Chago3 in Novemaer 1968. Their Baha'i friends in Sey
cheUes say. "Tile family was in excellent spirits and we aTe' all 
confident that this devoted and splritua~ family will be able to 
raise the banner of our beloved Cause in that difficult part oj 
the world and wiU be successtu~ in achieving the goal of the 

Nine Year Plan jar that place." 

An Entire Village Accepts the Faith 
The first entire village in the Kampur (India) area to 

accept the Cause of God is Gurraiyanpurwa. The Ba
hit'is of Kampur attended a one day conference ar
ranged by the local believers in early December. Class
es were conducted by a number of friends. 

Mr. V. P. Sharma, a Baha'i, had concentrated on the 
village since November and was able to enroll all of the 
people of the village. The Baha'is of Gurraiyanpurwa 
have offered a new building, which is presently under 
construction, for the local l;Ia~iratu·l-Quds. 

The Proclamation Of Baha'u'thih has been presented 
in the Kampur area to the Governor of Uttar Pradesh. 
the Mayor of Kampur, the District Magistrate and to 
one of the three leading industrialists of India. During 
the months of November and December the Faith was 
mentioned forty-one times in various local newspapers. 

International News Briefs 
Six Buddhists from the village of Kya-in visited the 

National Haziratu'l-Quds in Rangoon, Burma. and re
mained ~an'y hours asking questions about the Faith. 
All of them accepted the Faith upon the conclusion of 
the interview. They invited members of the N aUonal 
Spiritual Assembly to visit their village where they say 
many will be enrolled. A visit is planned in the near 
future. The new Baha'is also plan to teach immediately 
in nearby villages. 

o 
The National Assembly of Thailand has drafted a 

letter in Thai, a copy of which will accompany each of 
approximately 400 copies of BahaJuJHcih and the New 
ETa to be presented to each library in Thailand. 

, 
Human Rights Day Marked in Seychelles 

P!cture presentation of the Universat Declaration 0/ Human 
Rtghts dtsp[ayed at the public meeting sponsored by the Baha'is 

of Seychelles. 

The Baha'is of Seychelles scored yet another "first" 
in sponsoring a public function on Human Rights Day, 
December 10, 1968, to mark the twentieth anniversary 
of the Declaration of Human Rights. This event re
ceived good publicity in both the press and on the 
radio. A five-minute live broadcast on Radio Seychelles 
by the secretary of Victoria Baha1 i Assembly, and its 
publication next day in the Seychelles GDvernment 
News Bulletin, furthered the interests of the Cause in 
the Seychelles. 

At the public meeting, two Baha'is presented in 
simplified form the thirty clauses of Declaration of 
Human Rights, followed by a talk in Creole on the Faith 
and Human Rights by visiting Baha'i teacher, J. Ra
goo. A talk in English by the secretary of the Assembly 
conduded the program. 

News Briefs (con.) 
o 

The Baha'i Summer School in l'ihr':m was attended 
by almost two hundred boarding students and in addi
tion five groups of visitors came. There was a Summer 
School also in Sangar which lasted five days and was 
attended by sixty. 

o 
In order to create a spirit of gaity and reJOlcmg 

among the Baha 1i children, the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Indian Ocean has planned a National 
Children's Day to be held during the Intercalary period. 

o 
The Youth Committee of Madagascar reports a teach

ing trip which reached 309 people of whom six declared 
their belief in Baha'u'llah. 

o 
Two Auxiliary Board members and more than one 

hundred visitors attended the Winter SChbOl held r .... 
cently in Pakistan. There were two other conferences, 
for youth and for Baha'i women, which were held 
simultaneously. 

T 
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Human Rights Day Programs 
Emphasize Need for Active Concern 

Reports of the 1968 Human Rights Day celebration on 
December 10 were received from all cOrners of the 
country - from Vermont to New Mexico to Florida to 
Montana. With this celebration ends the United Nations 
designated Human Rights Year but with the involve
ment of effort exerted by a host of Baha'is, as well as 
non-Baha'is not only across the United States but 
around the world, the realization of the tremendous 
importance of human rights for all peoples has been 
crystalized in the minds and hearts of those who can 
and must stand up for those values they deem sacred 
and essential for the overall happiness of mankind. 

Putting on a HUman Rights Day program is not all 
nectar and ambrosia - everyone knows that! Frustra
tion along with a little bit of radiant acquiesence seem 
to be common amongst a number of reports. Sending 
out hundreds sometimes even thousands of invitations 
and ending up with a rather meager attendance, pre
senting articles to newspapers and spot announcements 
to local radio and television stations and discovering 
afterwards that nothing was utilized, sensing that one's 
community is really rather apathetic about doing any
thing, having to deal with the now already infamous 
Hong Kong flu - all these can most certainly amount to 
a few undertone grumbles of frustration. But despite all 
these little things which make big headaches for indi
viduals or communities which are trying to do their 
best, this past year's Human Rights Day seems to have 
been observed or at least helped along by a large 
number of concerned Baha'is. 
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Although it can be said that the vast majority of 
reporting communities had public meetings of some 
sort, the most popular approach being panels composed 
of community leaders and some Baha'i participants, 
there were a number of other creative and interesting 
programs. 

Some communities built up enthusiasm and interest 
by a presentation of an award to an outstanding citi
zen; others concentrated on spot announcements for 
radio and television time. One community held a well
publicized luncheon with folk music from around the 
world as well as an award presentation; another large 
community had a three week build up prior to the 
December celebration by presenting seminars opened to 
Baha'is and their friends concerned with human rights 
in relation to literacy, housing and education. Others 
found it more effective to volunteer their services to 
various organizations which had already made their 
own plans. Films, pamphlets, window and store dis
plays, attractive hand-outs and art. contests were also 
used - and used effectively. Involvement, participa
tion, meeting new people within the communities and a 
more comprehensive understanding of the importance 
of the whole realm involved in human rights were just 
a few of the net results of everyone's endeavors. 

The observance of Human Rights Day. the rhetoric 
expressed and the emotion felt on such occasions merit 
nothing unless we not only have a basic understanding 
of just what human rights are and what they encom
pass but that we actually participate in pursuing and 
establishing those rights around us which others may 
have subliminated and employ those very rights in the 
nitty-gritty moments of our lives as wel1. 

-The Committee for thf> Unitpd Nations 

Oregon Baha'is Place Exhibit in State Capitol 
The Governor of Oregon appointed a committee to 

coordinate state wide observances for Human Rights 
Year. In the summer the Salem Baha'is approached the 
committee and offered to assist in any way they could. 
Subsequently it was learned that the state committee 
had nothing planned so the Baha'is offered to place an 

BaM'i exhibits in -rotunda of State capito~ at Sa.!em, Oregon. 

exhibit in the rotunda of the capitol building during the 
week of December 7-14. The offer was gratefully ac
cepted. 

Each day of the week a different chorus sang in the 
rotunda during the noon hour and people gathered to 
hear the singing and view the exhibits. 

T 
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FiTSt Local Spiritual Assembtll of the Bahd'is of Auke Bay. 
AI.aska, fOTmed at Ri~van 1968. Left to right, rear: Mrs. Beverly 
Mtlton. Mrs. Sue WUson, Mrs. Georgia Hai.sler, Mrs. Jean D. 
Dorman; front.- Bob Milton, John Ross, John Wilson. Walter 

Gnagy, Tom Haisler. 

o 
Three pioneers in Valdez, Alaska, have begWl their 

Proclamation with quarter-page ads in the Valdez 
Breeze to proclaim the Baha'i Message, and have 
presented the Faith to an inter-faith discw:;sion class. 

The Southeastern Baha'i Winter School 
The Southeastern Baha'i Winter School was held at 

Camp John Hope, Fort Valley, Georgia, December 26-
31, 1968. From thirteen states one hundred and forty-five 
Baha'is, friends, young and old, whole families, three 
medical doctors and their families, the crippled and the 
partially seeing came to this spiritual Feast. 

Working and mingling together for Baha'u'lliah this 
heterogeneous group created an atmosphere which was 
a joy to the soul. The heart and soul of this extraordi
nary experience were the courses taught by our dedi
cated and inspired teachers. 

Mrs. Z. Khadem opened our hearts and minds and 
taught us the true meaning of "What It Means To Be 
The Spiritual Descendants Of The Dawn Breakers." 
Did you know that Americans are spiritual descendants 
of the dawn breakers? 

Mrs. Ruhaniyyih Ruth Moffett with her thorough 
understanding, profound knowledge, and deep spiritual 
insight gave us a graphic documented panorama of the 
religious history of the world and the relationship of 
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o 
The National Spiritual Assembly of Austria has 

scheduled a Baha'i exhibition to be shown in various 
cities throughout the country. Advance preparations as 
well as foJIow-up plans are being effected by the be
lievers in the various cities. To date, an average of 
thirty people have visited the exhibit daily. 

Summer School in Finland Announced 
The National Spiritual Assembly of Finland an

nounces the summer schOOl to be held June 27 to July 2, 
1969 in the Motel Harmala in the city of Tempere, 
Finland. Friends from the United States are heartily 
welcome. For further details write to: National Spiri
tual Assembly of the Baha'is of Finland, Sirkka Salmi. 
Secretary: Post Box 10423. Helsinki, Finland. 

religions to our total existence. This inspired and a 
great teacher taught in five days a six weeks course on 
"New Authentic Keys to the Book of Revelation," and 
gave us a glimpse of man's futUre unfoldment and the 
fulfillment of the Promise of the Ages, 

Mrs. Dan Jordan elucidated expertly on tiThe World 
Order of Baha 'u'llah - The Last Refuge for a Tottering 
Civilization." The structure is an embodiment of the 
spirit of the Cause. American Baha'is are the champion 
builders of a New World Order. 

The youth and children were ably directed and 
taught by capable Baha'i teachers which teaching 
enabled them to conduct the memorable Feast of Honor 
in which there were nineteen readers. The readings 
were interspersed by songs by the Youth Group from 
Gainesville, Florida. 

The music for the schOOl under the superb direction 
of Mrs. Erma Hayden of Nashville, Tennessee added 
the necessary ingredient to make the whole Winter 
School as nearly perfect as is humanly possible. 

At the Southeastern WinteT School, December 26-31, 1968 held at Fort Valley. Georgia. 

r 
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Spiritual Assembly of the of Alton, New Hampshire at 
the time of its formation at Ri~uan 1968 .. Left to right, front: 
Mary Vik, Effie Granfors, DOTa Gustafson; TeaT: Ann Young, 
freasurer; Nella Gustafson, chairman; Judy Fugere, SeC1'etaTlI~ 

Wayne Gustafson. Gail F'reym1tth, Muriel Gurney. 

Baha'i in the News 
The Daily News, New Plymouth. New Zealand pub

lished an account and a photograph of the "second 
wedding ceremony conducted by the Baha'i Faith" in 
that city. The artic1e gives some brief historical back
ground on the Faith, and mentions that prayers were 
read in four Janguages. 

o 
The September 1968 Newsletter on International Year 

for Human Rights published by the United Nations 
Office of Public Information on pages 42 and 43 reports 
on the Human Rights Year plans and activities of the 
Baha'i International Community. 

o 
Issue No. 23 of Outreach, the newsletter of the Foun

dation for Spiritual Understanding of which Marcus 
Bach is the director makes mention of the article titled: 
"He Changed My Life' by Marcus Bach that appears 
in the December 1968 issue of The Rotarian~ the maga
zine of Rotary InternationaL This article is the story of 
Mr. Bach's interview with Hand of the Cause of God 
l!arazu'lIah Samandari during his last visit to Ameri
ca. 

o 
The January 4, 1969 edition of the Los Angeles Times 

carries a feature article on the Baha'i Faith by the 
Times Religion Writer, John Dari. The article is titled: 
"Baha'i Faith Attractive to Activists and Liberals
Racial Equality Big Subject of Concern With World
wide Unity as a Primary Goal. to 

o 
A Los Angeles Times News Service article which 

appeared in newspapers across the U.S. made men
tion of the Baha'i Faith. The article deals with the 
career of Singer Vic Damone and mentions the im
portance of the Baha'i Faith in changing his life. 
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Baha'i Distribution and Service 
Department 
Slide Set - Second International Bah.a'j Convention 

Thirty-six slides by the Audio-Visual Department of 
the Universal House of Justice give a comprehensive 
view of the second International Baha'i Convention in 
Haifa, April 1968 when delegates from national spiritual 
assemblies all over the world met to elect the members 
of the Universal House of Justice. 

The slides offer a first-hand view of the physical 
process of the election and of the pilgrimage to the 
Shrines. They are appropriate for many purposes: 
explaining the process of the Baha'i election; as part of 
a course on the admjnistrative institutions of the Faith~ 
or as part of a sequence in a program on the activities 
of the Faith in the Holy Land. They are suitable for 
showing to Baha'is and pre-Baha'is, and at feasts, 
firesides. Baha'i c1asses, institutes and conferences. 

A five page index accompanies the slides and identi
fies the people, places and events shown on each slide. 
No narrative is available with this series. 

Slide set (36 slides with index) ......... $9.00 
Slide Set - Mediterranean Baha'i Convention, Palermo 

A set of thirty-six color slides records the Baha!j 
Conference of August 1968 in Palermo and the Com
memoration in the Holy Land that followed it. 

The slides taken in Sicily show Palermo from the air, 
exterior and interior views of the hall during the 
Conference, the Persian Baha'is and the ship they 
came in, volunteers answering the call for pioneers, 
Hands of the Cause and members of the Continental 
Boards of Counsellors. Those taken in the Holy Land 
show the youth volunteers meeting with members of the 
Universal House of Justice, the ship Kentavros arriving 
in Haifa from Palermo, pilgrims at the Most Great 
Prison, the House of 'Abud, the Shrine of Baha'u'llah, 
attending the Commemoration program at Bahji, as
cending Mt. Carmel to the Shrine of the Bah, friends of 
many backgrounds at the Shrine of the Bab, and the 
funeral of Hand of the Cause Tarazu'llilh Samandari 
leaving the House of the Master. 

Many of the friends win wish to expand their own 
collections with these fine slides, using them as illustra
tions of a recent episode in Baha'j history and to 
demonstrate the international character of the Faith 
and show the results of teaching in various parts of the 
world. The sets are suitable as gifts to new Baha'is, 
treasured friends or to pioneers in neighboring or 
remote areas. The pictures shown can be used effec
tively at firesides, Baha'j schOOls, institutes and confer
ences. 

Each of the sUdes is described in an index included 
with the set. 

Slide set (36 slides with index) ................ $9.00 
Order from: BAHA'i DISTRIBUTION AND SERVICE DEPART

MENT. 112 LINDEN AVENUE, Wn.METTE, ILLINOIS 60091. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published for circulation among BahB'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States. as a news 
organ reporting current activities Of. the Baha'i world community. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee. Managing Editor; Mrs. Eunice 
Braun, International Editor; Miss Charlotte Linfoot, National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee. 

Material must be received by the twenty-fifth of the second month preceding date of issue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091, U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha"i Center. 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. IHinois, U.S.A. 60091. 
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Bah.ji !Tom the air looking northeast. 
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EXCERPTS FROM AN ADDRESS BY HAND OF THE CAUSE OF GOD 
ENOCH OLiNGA GIVEN AT PALERMO AUGUST 1968 

Beloved Friends, Ours is the opportunity and this is 
the time to make up our minds. Time is too short 

and unless we make the effort,. . humanity will 
continue to be afflicted with misery. sin and suffering. 
Let us be as the cloud, so that from us "may be 
showered that which will refresh and animate the 
earth". We carmot afford to Test on our laurels, when 
there is so much to be done, when the Universal House 
of Justice is calling and calling, Let us recall the 
powerful message from this infallible body the source 
of all good and freed from error, which they sent to the 
Baha·j world, at the launching of the Nine Year Plan. 
"The divineJy~propelled process described in such aw€
inspiring words by our beloved Guardian which began 
six thousand years ago, at the dawn of .the Adamic 
Cycle and which is destined to culminate in 'the stage 
at which the light of God's triumphant Faith shining 
in all its power and glory will have suffused and 
enveloped the entire planet,' Pl wrote the Universal 
House of Justice, "is now entering its tenth and last 
part. The Ten Year Crusade, so recently consummated 
in a blaze of victory and rejoicing, constituted the 
entire ninth part of this process. It saw the Cause of 
God leap forward in one mighty decade-long effort to 
the point at which the foundations of its Administrative 
Order were laid throughout the world, thus preparing 
the way for that awakening of the masses which must 
characterize the future progress of the Faith." With 
these words so powerful and full of promise, the su
preme and all-powerful Universal House of Justice -
this healing Body, this matchless instrument of the 
Blessed Beauty, raised the hopes of the fo]]owers of 
Baha'u'lhih throu~hout the world, and summoned them 
to the service of His gloriOUS and triumphant Faith. 

Teaching Intensity 10 Increase 

Earlier in 1963, immediately after its coming into 
being, the Universal House of Justice, preparing the 
Baha'i World for the tasks which lay ahead of them, 
said: "The Cause of God, launched on the sea of the 
Divine Plan of 'Abdu'l-Baha has achieved, under the 
superb leadership of its beloved Guardian, and spread 
throughout the world such a momentum which must 
now carry it forward on the next stage of its world
redeeming mission: the second epoch of the Divine 
Plan." "The great work of teaching/' appealed the 
Universal House of Justice, "must be extended, not 
only in those areas where mass-conversion is begin
ning, but everywhere ... the high intensity of teaching 
activity reached at the end of the World Crusade, far 
from slackening, must now be increased by the friends 
everywhere, drawing on the vast spiritual powers re
leased as a result of the celebration of the Most Great 
Jubilee and emergence of the Universal House of Jus
tice." 

The second epoch of the Divine Plan which we 
entered "blessed beyond compare and riding the crest 

of the great wave of victory produced for us by our 
beloved Guardian, lO must wjtness acts of heroism and 
sacrifice hitherto unknown. 

Matchless Hour of Service 

Beloved Friends, We shouJd be exceedingly happy 
and e~ernally grateful that we are alive in these won
derful days and were assisted in accepting this glorious 
Faith. What a message we have for ourselves and fol' 
the people of this world - a message that makes a1l 
men free and teaches them to rejoice in the coming of 
their salvation, - a message which teaches us to throw 
off all shackles and bonds. HThe Ancient Beauty," re
vealed His HoHness Baha'u'llah, j'hath consented to be 
bound in chains that mankind may be released from its 
bondage, and hath accepted to be made a Prisonel' 
within this Mighty Stronghold that the whole world may 
attain unto liberty. .. He hath drained to its dregs the 
cup of sorrow that all the people of the earth may attain 
unto abiding joy, and be filled with gladness." Yes, we 
have a matchless Message, that teaches us how to live 
our material as well as spiritual lives; a Message that 
brings us all beauty, love and wisdom, understanding, 
truth and happiness; a Message that speaks of service, 
service, service. 

The precious Herald commanded the Concourse of 
Kings of the earth to arise and teach His Cause. To the 
people of the West He said: "Issue forth from your 
cities, a peoples of the West, to aid His Cause." 
Addressing His Letters .of the Living, the same Bah 
ordered them to "scatter throughout the length and 
hreadth of this land, and, with steadfastness and sancti
fied hearts prepare the way for His coming ... Arise in 
His Name, put your trust wholly in Him, and be 
assured of ultimate victory." 

His Holiness Baha'u'llah calling the friends of God to 
service, said "Say, Teach -ye the Cause of God, 0 
People of Baha, for God hath prescribed unto everyone 
the duty of proclaiming His Message, and regardeth it 
as the most meritorious of all deeds." "The day of 
service is now come"', admonished the Lord of man
kind, "Countless Tablets bear the testimony of the 
bounties vouchsafed unto thee. Arise for the triumpth of 
My Cause, and through the power of thine utterance 
subdue the hearts." 'Abdu'l-Baha said: "May my life 
be sacrificed for you! Behold the portals which Baha~ 
'u'llilh hath opened before you. Consider how exalted 
and lofty is the station you are destined to attain; how 
unique the favors with which you have been endowed. 
The full measure of your success is as yet unrevealed. 
its significance still unapprehended. Ere long you will, 
with your own eyes, witness how brilliantly everyone of 
you, even as a shining star, will radiate in the firma
ment of your country the light of divine guidance, and 
will bestow upon its people the glory of an everlasting 
life. I fervenUy hope that in the near future the whole 
earth may be stirred and shaken by the results of your 
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achievements and that ye will accomplish that which 
will adorn the pages of history, and become the envy of 
the world and be blessed in both the East and the West. 
Exert yourselves, your mission is unspeakably glor
ious." 

The Purpose 01 Creation 

Teaching is a gift from God to His loved ones. We are 
taught that the purpose of creation is that man should 
know and worship God, which implies that his instinc
tive craving should be recognition of and obedience to 
the laws of God. Baha tu 'llah has COme to bring about a 
spiritual or religious renaissance, using men as His 
tools. Each person has certain talents, collectively 
these are sufficient to achieve the establishment of the 
Kindgom of God on earth, but each person has free will 
and must want to play his part. Each person has a God
given right to happiness and this is waiting for us if we 
find the key to unlock the door of the strong·room where 
it is stored. The key is service in the Cause of 
God - service which stretches our ability to the utter
most. Then will we experience the flow of fully extend· 
ed endeavor, be raised above the station of men and 
become what we really are by the bounty of God. "Of 
all the gifts of God," says our beloved Master, "the 
greatest is the gift of teaching. It draweth unto us the 
grace of God and is our first a bliga tion. Of such a gift 
how can we deprive ourselves? Nay, our lives. our 
goods. ow· comforts. OUr rests, we offer them all as a 
sacrifice for the Abha Beauty and teach the Cause of 
God." 

Beloved Friends, The most important thing today is to 
guide the people of the world to Baha!u'llah, to love, to 
peace. There is still 'much cleansing to be done, much 
purifying and much re-generating. This is the time for 
us, the Baha'is. to whom are entrusted the task of spread· 
ing the truth. of guiding the human race to security, to 
look within ourselves and see whether we are not called 
upon to re-dedic,!te our lives to the vision whiCh has 
often lost some of its pristine glory. Let us stir our· 
selves to use our lives as instruments of the great power 
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of the spirit of our glorious Faith, which desires to unite 
the world. Let us be united in this undertaking and for 
the sake of God, never allow ourselves to be engrossed 
with the material problems of our world that we loose 
sight of the great spiritual realities behind them. We 
are well equipped. We have the faith and guiding prin
ciples. We have knowledge which is our light, teacher 
and great helper, but we have to make use of it fm' 
the betterment of the world and of ourselves. 

The Challenging Ta,ks 01 the Hour 

In their momentous message to this Conference, the 
Universal House of Justice has again called our atten
tion to the challenging tasks of this critical houT. "At 
this midway point of that Plan, although great strides 
have been made'~, explained the Universal House of 
Justice~ "more than half of the goals are still to be won. 
"We have been told where the deficiencies are. They 
are in the opening of new centers where Baha'is reside 
and the formation of local spiritual assemblies, which 
inevitably affects the ability to establish national spirit
ual assemblies." How are we to correct these defi
ciencies? The answer is given by the Universal House of 
Justice: "It is only by a dramatic upsurge of teaching" 
- effective teaching, that is. Universal participation is 
the key. Universal participation in teaching, in giving 
to the FlUld and in pioneering. Pioneers are badly 
needed now, so are traveling teachers both local and 
international. This is the time for positive action. We 
cannot afford. to wait. Speed should be our motto. 
Speed should be the motto of national spiritual as
semblies, local spiritual assemblies and each and every 
follower of Baha'u'Wih. Speed in the swiftly~vanishing 
years of this divinely·propelled Plan. The idea is, every 
one everywhere must, in the words of our beloved Uni
versal House of Justice in their message to this Con
ference, "rise as one man to demonstrate their love for 
Him who suffered for them, by such deeds of sacrifice 
and devotion as shall outshine the deeds of the past 
and sweep away every obstacle from the onward march 
of the Cause of God_" 

Sww BaJui'i summer school h.eld in Interlaken in a neighborhood where Sh.oghi Effendi spent some time. 
Fifteen countries, 160 participants including twenty-five non-BaM'is were present. The Proclamation of 
Baha'u'Dah was presented to the Mayor and other town authorities as wen as the local newspapeT editOT 
A -representative of the town council Was' pTe-sent at the closing school- banquet. 
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Panama Temple Site-
Scene of Prayer and Inspiration 

Bana'ts at Temple site in Panama for Ute first of th.T€e planned prayer sessions for the teaching work. 

A series of three monthly sunrise prayer sessions 
began on December 8 at the Panama Temple site. They 
are being sponsored by the National Teaching Commit
tee of Panama as a source of spiritual stimulation 
toward winning more goals by RiQvan. Thirty-eight 
Baha'is gathered on the mountain top in cool, brisk, 
sunny air. amidst the breathtakingly beautiful sur
roundings, for the first meeting. The next. January 5, 
found an increasing number adding their prayers for 
the fulfillment of Panama's goals, After the sessions the 
friends meet briefly at the I:Ia~lratu'l-Quds for fel1ow
ship and refreshments. 

Wonderful things are happening in Panama - Baha'is 
who had never made a teaching trip before are going 
out to the nearby towns to carry the Message of 
Bahfl'u'llah! 

Baha'i Cemetery Established In Guajira Area 
Since the earliest recorded history of the Guarjiro 

Peninsula the Indians inhabiting the area have followed 
certain well-defined traditions for burial of the dead. 
Shortly after death the hody was wrapped in palm 
leaves and then laid in a shallow grave. After several 
years the bones were disinterred and placed in a large 
earthenware vase which in turn was buried in a ceme
tery with the mouth of the vase just showing above the 
ground. Both the original burial and the reburial of the 
bones were accompanied by the gathering of many 
friends and relatives from near and far, and the drink
ing of large quantities of "chirinche," a locally pro
duced fermented drink with a high alcoholic content. 

In more recent times, through the influence of Chris
tian churches, in some areas the cemeteries have taken 
on a different appearance. In these areas the remains 
are placed in small concrete vaults above the ground, 
on top of which is placed a cross. But the burial 

continues to be an occasion for heavy drinking in many 
parts of the Guajira area. 

Naturally it is necessary that these customs change 
in the Baha'i villages, and so it was suggested about a 
year ago in a meeting of the Guajiro Teaching Commit
tee, that a suitable site be found, and a first Baha'i 
cemetery be established where burials would take 
place according to the Baha'i laws. Although everyone 
liked the idea of a Baha'i cemetery, SOme of the older 
people reacted and were not willing to give up the 
customary type of grave and marker. The subject was 
not pushed in further committee meetings but the 
Guajiro believers went on discussing the idea among 
themselves on numerous occasions. Gradually there 
developed an awareness of the importance of this 
matter, which culminated in the establishment during 
August, 1968, of the first Baha'i cemetery in Venezuela. 
In the Guajiro village of Los Mochas, Nectario Hernan
dez, one of the oldest Baha'is of the community. offered 
a suitable piece of land, and the Local Spiritual Assem
bly of Los Machos approved the use of that site as the 
Baha'i cemetery. 

The death of an infant son of an outstanding GUajiro 
Baha'i teacher provided the final impulse for the estab
lishment of the cemetery. and this child became the 
first person to be buried there. While the concrete 
marker was being prepared at the gravesite, about 
twenty-five Guajiro Baha'is gathered nearby under the 
shade of a large tree and took part in a beautiful 
fireside discussion of the Baha'i teachings on life after 
death, during which excellent questions were asked and 
profound observations were made by many of the 
believers. 

It is expected that this new Baha'i cemetery will 
inspire other Guajiro Baha'i communities to follow the 
example of Los Mochos and establish their own ceme
teries. The Local Spiritual Assembly of Los Machos 
plans to build a fence around the cemetery and beauti
fy the grounds with flowering plants. 

I 
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A Year of Progress In Costa Rica 
The Costa Rica Baha'i community has persevered. 

and its gains have been steady during the past year. 
The National Assembly has held institutes aU over 

the country, often simultaneously On the east and west 
coasts. 

The Indian work shows a substantial increase among
believers. Three Indian teachers have arisen as a result 
of the deepening work of the institutes and summel' 
school, one from the Talamanca area and two from the 
Terraba Indian Reserve. 

Teaching and consolidation work is progressing in 
Guanacaste where the people ace mainly "campesi
nosH (farmers). Two fine teachers have developed in 
this area. 

Costa Rica has benefited from the visits of Auxiliary 
Board members Gabriel Torres and Ruth Pringle, and 
from members of the Continental Board of Counsellors: 
Alfred Osbourne, who attended the summer school in 
December, and Artemis Lamb, who spent One week in 
Costa Rica on Proclamation work with radio and press 
interviews, a conference at the University, and a visit 
to Limon. 

There have been new areas opened to the Faith on 
the Pacific side of the country in the Golfito area, and 
on the Atlantic side in a number of localities. 

The Proclamation program has alerted the whule 
country to the Faith, with radio broadcasts weekly on 
the Pacific in Punt arenas and on the Atlantic in Limon, 
and intermittent radio programs for special events in 
the Meseta central from San Jose. Articles appear twice 
monthly in the leading newspaper and have attracted 
much attention. 

Richard Mirkovich, a pioneer for ten years to Costa 
Rica, left with his wife and children who are native 
Costa Ricans for Bolivia, where Richard will serve as 
Auxiliary Board member to that country and his wife 
as a pioneer, Costa Rica is one of the Latin American 
countries which sent pioneers in earlier years to Nica
ragua, where they are still serving. and also to the 
Galapagos Islands. 

oCtfe~ to tke (;J;tor 
L~I am sure you have heard from other pioneers over 

the years how very much the BAHA'i NEWS means to us 
out in the field. It is Our one real link to keep up with 
what is happening everywhere, such an inspiration 
when we read of what is going on in other countries, an 
inspiration too for the local believers when we report 
this news to them at the Feasts, or pass around the 
News so all can read it; and such a joy to be able to 
keep track of our special friends as reports of theit 
activities reach us through this medium. We watch the 
mails eagerly as the time comes when it should arrive 
and I, for one, just drop everything and sit down and 
read from cover to cover before I can go on with daily 
activities. So, a heartfelt thanks from me and the other 
pioneers as well as from the local believers for the 
bounty of having it." 

~Shirley Warde. Belize City, Belize 

.. _, .... -...... ~--

Alfred Osbourne, member of ContinentaJ Board of CounseHor3 
of Central America, Miss Badri Djazayeri, Iranian pioneer to 
Costa Rica and Antonio Soto G., secretary of tne National 
Spiritual Assembly, at the BaM'i Institute held in Alajuefa. 
Costa Rica. during December, 1968. 

This neat and attractive display was p:repared bll the BaM'is 
of Honduras as a Proclamation project and is shown in a 
new building in the center of Tegucigatpa. 
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Two views of the newly acquiTed ,{laziratu'l-Quds in Mon1'ovia, LibeTUI. 

l:Ia~iratu'I-Quds Completed in West Africa 
The National Spiritual Assembly of West Africa joy

fully announces the completion of their National 
l:Ia~iratu'l-Quds. a goal of the Nine Year Plan. This 
beautiful building, shown on this page, is just off the 
main highway in Monrovia. Liberia, and was dedicated 
on December 28 with the public invited and with good 
coverage given by local newspapers of Monrovia. 

The dedication was blessed by the presence of three 
members of the Continental Board of Counsellors for 
Northwestern Africa. The National Spiritual Assembly 
of West Africa is happy in the anticipation of holding 
their next national convention in their own I:Ia~iratu'l
Quds. 

School at Bomi Hills 
Another successful session was held in Bomi Hills, 

Liberia, of the Summer School of West Africa, from 
January 16 to 26. Daily classes were held on Baha'i 
History, Baha?i Administration, and various other sub
jects. A new course was given on the Muslim Faith, 
which was particularly enjoyed in this predominantly 
Christian country. The warm spirit of Baha'i fellow
ship prevailed throughout. 

A total of forty-one attended this session, with one 
declaration and one offer of travel teaching. This was 
the third annual session and was enjoyed by all who 
attended, several of whom were very new believers. 

Teaching Institute 
of Cameroon Republic 

The first session at the Teaching Institute of the 
Cameroon Republic at Tinto was held December 1 to 14 
and brought excellent resu]ts. There were two teachers, 
Mr. Simeon Arreneke and Mrs. Zora Banks (American 
pioneer). and sixteen students. 

The students were divided into two classes and 
studied: Baha'i history, the Covenant and Administra
tion, public speaking and the conduct of children's 
classes as well as other related topics. Consideration of 
the goals of the Nine Year Plan brought sO much 

~nthusiasm that, in addition to the daily classes, even
mg classes were held for practical experience in teach
ing. During the weekend the students scattered to near
by villages to teach the Faith and encourage the Baha'is 
al ready there. 

The BaM'is of Tinto I and Tinto II villages where the 
Ins~itute was held were most Cordia] in extending hospi
talIty to the students. A graduation ceremony was held 
on the last day to which local friends, Chiefs and 
Councilors as well as Baha'is were invited. 

Three more courses are SCheduled to be held this 
winter and spring and promise to have full attendance. 
At least seventy-five students will have taken these 
courses by Rig vim 1969. 

International News Briefs 
In Ethiopia there are about twenty-five Baha'is with 

good positions in the Ethiopian airlines. Twelve of these 
have agreed to fly to goal towns for teaching during 
weekends and on their vacations. As of early January 
these flying teachers had visited four goals. 

o 
The Minister of Communication of Mauritius, in 

Ethiopia on business, chose to visit the Baha'is of 
Addis Ababa where he spoke at a Baha'i meeting on 
January 19. In referring to the Baha'is he said that it is 
encouraging to find that a fraction of the world popUla
tion in utter disregard for material advantage is work
ing for universal brotherhood. He added that his own 
ministry in Port Louis (Mauritius) is in charge of a 
Baha'i during his absence. 

o 
During the latter part of December a School was held 

at the I:Ia~iratu'l-Quds of Addis Ababa. There was good 
attendance for the excellent lectures which covered 
such subjects as: Baha'i History, Administration~ The 
Institution of the Hands of the Cause of GOO, the Nine 
Year Plan and way to attain its goals for Ethiopia. 

o 
World Religion Day was celebrated in Addis Ababa 

with a talk on HProgressive Revelation" which in
cluded a brief account of the world religions and their 



IAHA" NEWS 

International News Briefs (Con,) 
revelations. Letters were sent to local organizations 
offering to provide speakers on this subject at any time 
convenient for the listeners. This was the first time such 
a plan was undertaken in Addis Ababa for World 
Religion Day. 

Summer Schools and Teacher Training 
• Courses Held in Iran 

The Baha'i summer school was held in the Hadee
gheh in ,+ihdm this past summer. Five terms of six 
days' duration each were given, in which believers 
from Tihran and the provinces participated, numbering 
about "177. One day was scheduled for visitors within 
each term. about 1500 believers participating, 

The National Education Committee drew a five-year 
education plan for the progress of Baha'i Education, 
and a fortnightly class was established in the Hadee
gheh for the implementation of that plan. Representa
tives from Tihrim and the provinces took part. The 
training of instructors was carried out according to 
schedule so that the representatives could implement 
the plan in their own localities. 

A summer school at the Sangsar Baha'i Center was 
established in Shahmirzad in which sixty be1ievers 
participated. 

Aid to Earthquake Victims 

Baha'is assisted the earthquake stricken people of 
Khorassan according to ability, In the town of Kashan, 
a sum was donated to the Red Lion Society in the name 
of Kashan Baha'i Community, In Tihrim, in addition to 
material aid extended to the victims, three Behyars, 
graduates of Missaghiyyeh Nursing School were sent to 
the earthquake stricken areas, 

., .... , .. ,., ..... , 
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A Visit to the Chiriqui 
... If they arise to teach My Cause, they must Zet the 

breath of Him Who is the unconstrained stir them, .. It 
behooveth them to choose as the best provision fOT their 
journey rdiance upon God, .. If they do so! theiT words 
shall infl-uence their hearers. 

-Bahii'u'Zhih (Weanings p. 201) 

This truth was impressed upon a Baha'i pioneer re
cently when she and a few friends took a teaching trip 
to the Chiriqui, to visit the Indian believers. Lucy 
Berest and two other believers went in early November 
stopping first in Plan de Choit:ha where, despite a 
heavy rainstorm 24 adults and many children gathered 
to hear recent news of the Faith. A summary of the 
most recent messages of the Universal House of Justice 
was given; there was a talk on prayer and consultation 
on teaching and pioneering to nearby areas. On the 
following day the little party walked for nine hours, 
arriving at the destination in Boca de Soloy footsore 
and too tired even to talk, just before a heavy two hour 
rainstorm. To their surprise, however, about fifty of the 
Indian believers were on hand at the Center to greet the 
visitors 'and hear their messages and news of the Faith. 
Lucy, exhausted from the trip and feeling no inspira
tion for her talk to the friends turned earnestly to 
Baha'u'!lah and to 'Abdu'l-Baha. Although until the 
very moment when she rose to speak she felt complete
ly devoid of ideas, suddenly she fOWld herself speaking 
in a strong voice, words coming so fast that she could 
hardly restrain herself, and an energy such as she 
never had before. She says of the Indians they visited: 
"In this community I felt a fraternity and a sincerity 
that made me feel closer to the world of the spirit. One 
of the most impressive experiences in this Boca de 
Salay area is to notice how the children from the age of 
one run out of their houses to greet you ... with 'Allah
u-Abh1>.. This gives us an idea of what the future 
generation of the Indian friends will be like." 

Bana'i summeT school held in the Hadeegheh in rih-ran near the Temple site. 

T 
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World Religion Day in Saskatoon 
World Religion Day in Saskatoon this year was a race 

and qualitatively different experience for everyone in 
attendance. For the Baha'is, it was an indescribably 
precious gain, one which will surely have far reaching 
effects. 

They planned a gathering in which people would 
experience as wen as hear the message, and chose the 
beautiful Mendel Art Gallery as the setting - a place 
which represents some of the best of the culture which 
sprang from the Europeans who settled these prairies, 
and where the art of the Indians of North America and 
the Eskimos is cherished. Then they all but threw out 
all of the practices most familiar to Euro-Canadians. 
There were no programs, no chairman, no rows of 
chairs, no stage or lectern. As guests arrived, they 
were greeted by members of the· community who seat
ed them at tables (usually with people they didn't 
know) and served them coffee, tea and cakes. Other 
than that, there was nothing except silent color slides of 
beautiful Indian and Eskimo faces flashing on a wall. 

They prayed that three things would happen: 1) that 
the non-Indian guests would experience a small degree 
of the uneasiness felt more often than not by Indian 
people when guests at gatherings where the format is 
alien to them, and, thus, learn something about the 
disadvantage that grows out of such a situation; 2) that 
they would be put at ease by the Spirit of Baha'u'llah 
as expressed by Indian believers; and 3) that the 
Indian guests would feel at home, All three things 
happened! 

After everyone was settled and a sort of uncertain 
expectance settled over the room, Harvey Ironeagle, 
distinguished Baha'i teacher from the Pasqua Reserve, 
walked to the front of the room and welcomed the 
guests on behalf of the Saskatoon Assembly. Even 
though he had just arrived, having driven over 200 
miles through treacherous weather and over icy fogged 
roads, his radiance and warmth immediately envel
oped the room, as he began to share stories of the 
loving, sharing, industrious, God-guided way of life of 
his people - one which has all but been lost to them 
now. He spoke with a quiet eloquence, a healing love, a 
compelling humility which surely reflected the crown· 
ing spiritual edifice which the love of Baha'u'llah has 
built upon his noble heritage. 

One could feel the traditional tension and estrange
ment between Indian and White begin to melt away, 
and the room took on a palpable charge. Then Ethel 
Martens, known to many as a teacher who has worked 
and waited for many years to see Canada's deep social 
wounds healed by the influence of the Blessed Beauty, 
made the joyous announcement - °Human Rights are 
God-given Rights" - the powerful, fate-laden procla
mation of the National Spiritual Assembly of Canada 
that those rights cannot be granted by one human being 
to another, that the road to social justice can only be 
built upon this divine law, that no one need fear the 
censure of the misguided t for this principle is designed 
by God to protect the identity and safeguard the future 
of every soul and every people. 

Suddenly, as if all had tuned into the very heartbeat 
of mankind, the room was alive with dancers, as a 
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drum began to throb and Harvey and John Bird (Secre
tary of the Local Spiritual Assembly of the Mosquito 
~eserve and only four hours out of hospital) sang 
JOyous songs of brotherhood, encouragement, forgive
ness, hope, of the elemental beauty and goodness of 
lif~ .. There, in that brightly illumined glass building, 
shmmg out over the river, the spirit of love and 
reconciliation rang out as young and old, rich and poor, 
teachers and students, scholars, artists, housewives, 
working people, Baha'is, Jews Christians even Nuns 
all danced the diSciplined, 'but compeiling, Circl~ 
Dance of the Plains Indians - breaking the circle only 
to welcome another in - to the circle of unity! 

It was not only the Baha'is who knew that something 
irreversible had happened in that rOom. The loving cal] 
to unity, to understanding - the invitation to share a 
higher plane of existence - had come from the Indian 
Baha'is, and the others had accepted! They had expe. 
l"ienced their created kinship and the veils of those 
erosive, retarding, false assumptions of superiority had 
begun to drop away. They had learned about the 
transcendental, resuscitating love of God from people 
whom they had considered, only hours before, sorely in 
need of them (not God) and they had responded, some 
with great eagerness and hunger. 

Guests Comment 
One beloved friend of the Baha'is, a Roman Catholic 

Nun who has often asked assistance in her attempts to 
teach her students the reverence and respect due all 
revealed religions, expressed a mingled sadness and 
yearning, saying that "schools cannot do this job if it is 
not in the home and community, Religious bigotry is 
everywhere except among the Baha'is", She asked 
permission to visit Our children's classes to "see how 
you do it". 

Another guest, a remarkable teacher with consider
able experience in Eskimo and Indian villages of the 
Arctic, asked "What is the spirit in this room 7" He 
admitted amazement at the atmosphere of relaxation 
between Indian and 'Vhite and the mutual acceptance 
he saw as he eagerly consulted Baha'is at random 
about solutions to his teaching problems, 

The new Director of the Indian-Metis Friendship 
Center, one of the Indian guests, concurred by saying 
that never in his experience had he feU anything likE" 
this and immediately began to question "what is this 
Baha'i", particularly of the Indian believers in thE' 
room. 

Only one more step on a long, long road, but every 
now and then come the confirmations to remind believ
ers that if they will only make an effort, He will do the 
rest. 

International News Briefs 
o 

'''orld Religion Day continues to be an outstanding 
event in Vietnam. Not only did many newspapers give 
front page coverage to the event, but also newsreel 
radio, the local U.S. Armed Forces TV. and the Voice of 
America. It is celebrated in many towns of the country. 
and Kien Giang province which celebrated it for the 
tirst time this year drew an attendance of 500 persons. 

The Faith continues to make steady progress in Viet
nam with 1,000 new believers enrolling in the month of 
December. 

r 
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A gTOUp of children at the Australian 8Umme-T school held at 
"Bolton Place" in YeTTinbool. 

First New Guinea Baha'r 
Attends Australian School 

Two very successful weekly sessions were held at 
"Bolton Place," Yerrinbool, December 22 to January 3. 
The first seSSIOn attracted a large number of enthusias
tic youth, while many new Baha'is attended the second 
session. 

Stimulating courses were held on: "Ministry of the 
Bab"; "World Religions"; "Islam"; a workshop on the 
"The Divine Art of Living"; a laboratory course on 
"The Local Spiritual Assembly and the Community"; 
and "Education". Special talks were given On "Arts, 
Sciences and Laws"; "Marriage and Marriage Re
quirements"; and "Youth Responsibilities", 

Youth and adults actively participated together in all 
sessions to make these courses rewarding. It was a 
privilege to have Hand of the Cause, Collis Feather
stone, encourage the friends to press forward to meet 
the requirements of the Nine Year Plan. Auxiliary 
Board member Marc Towers read to the friends letters 
from Shoghi Effendi which had been addressed to Hand 
of the Cause in Japan, Miss Agnes Alexander. Geoffrey 
Heard and his wife, Leila, and their first New Guinea 
believer, Endi, shared experiences in pioneering and 
gave us insight into their community life through 
slides. Endi spoke in Pidgin English, which was trans
lated by Geoffrey. The latter also described the areas 
covered by Australian pioneers to this land. 

A public meeting at Mittagong attracted nineteen 
visitors to a musical fireside, and to watch :Tushar 
Kanti-Paul, world-renowned finger painter, demon
strate aspects of the Bah,,'! Faith through painting, 
Excellent local publicity was gained by thjs function 
and also by the summer school. 

, 

Local Assembly oj YeHowkniJe, North-west TeTritories, Cana
da, at time of its incOrPOration, the fiTst in the TerritOTtl. 
November 19, 1968. Seated: Mrs. BeTnice Boss, Miss Virginia 
EvanS", Mrs. Eileen Boyd. Mrs. Helen KeHy; standing: Jack 
Boyd, Nofond Boss, Miss Rosemary Th-TaSneT. Paul Henning, 
and Dan Kelly. 

Inte .. national News a .. iefs 

Mrs. Gerd Strand, former secretary of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Norway, has been 
appointed as an Auxiliary Board member for propaga· 
tion by the Continental Board of Counsellors for Eu
rope, "for promotion and stimulation of the teaching 
and expansion of the Faith in Norway, Lofoten and 
Spitzbergen." 

Mrs. Modesta Hvide continues as Auxiliary Board 
member for Protection for Scandinavia and Finland. 
Both Auxiliary Board members met with Mrs. Dorothy 
Ferraby, member of the Board of Counsellors, when 
she visited Oslo, and besides meeting with the National 
Assembly of Norway, attended a Nineteen Day Feast 
and met many of the Baha'is. Mrs. Ferraby gave a 
very mspiring and challenging talk on the importance 
of serving the Cause of God today. 

Inter-Scandanavian Sum me .. School 
An Inter-Scandinavian Summer School will be held 

from Saturday, June 28 to Saturday, July 6 at the 
Ringsaker Folkehyskole at Ringsaker, between Hamar 
and Lillehammer in Norway. It is very easy to reach 
the School by train from Oslo by taking a train from 
Oslo to Hamar (about three hours' ride) and then a 
local train to Ringsaker which is about a half hour 
more. Study courses will be conducted in Norwegian 
and English, 

For further information write to: National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of Norway, P,O. Box 5391, 
Majorstua, Oslo 3, Norway. 

T 
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Geotge Townshend 

Christ 
and 

Baha'u'lhih 

Bold'i PubU,blnc 
Tl"IIot 

Review by Cynthia Macdonald 

Christ and Bahci'u'Udh by George Townshend, first 
published in 1957, represents a final plea toward the end 
of his life from a former Christian minister (at one time 
a Canon of st. Patrick's Cathedral, Dublin, Ireland), to 
his fellow Christians to investigate the teachings of the 
Baha'i Faith. 

"0, Christian believers~" he cries in the final para
graph, "-for your own sakes and for the sake of the 
Churches, fol' the sake of all mankind, for the sake of 
the Kingdom, cast away your conflicting dogmas and 
interpretations which have caused such disunity and 
led us to the verge of wholesale self-destruction. Recog
nize the age of Truth. Recognize Christ in the glory and 
power of the Father, and heart and soul, throw your
selves into His Cause." 

The purpose of the book, the :luthor states, is "to prove 
from the undoubted facts of history what is the true 
interpretation of Jesusts prophecies about the character 
of His era; to show the justice of His warnings, espe
cially at this time when the events He foretold have 
reached the crisis of fulfilment." 

This Townshend sets out to do with a calm but 
incisive logic that forms the basis of attraction or 
repulsion that the reader may experience, according to 
his belief in the truth of Christian doctrine and dogma 
as opposed to the pure teachings of Jesus, 

He sets out the Biblical teachings regarding the 
coming of the Promised One of All Ages, and traces this 
through the Judaic and Christian Dispensations. He 
shows how Jesus came to change the hearts of men, not 
to establish an earthly Kingdom, how the early be
Hevers lived by the new teachings and a Christian 
civilization grew up centered on Byzantium, reaching 
its height in the fourth century under Constantine. 
Then, as Jesus had warned, the false prophets began to 
pervert and add to the original teachings trying to build 
a material Kingdom on what had been intended as an 
individual message. The downward trend to what is 
now known as the Dark Ages became inevitable, 
Townshend quotes Baha'u'llah's tribute to Jesus at 
length, showing that "when He comes He will testily of 
Me." Had the Christians interpreted the words of Jesus 
correctly they would have realized that at the darkest 
hour the dawn approaches in the spiritual as well as the 
material world. The Christ spirit was again to .come to 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Christ and Bahclu'llah 
By George Townshend, M.A. 

mankind and renew civilization. 
The following chapters on the Revelation of Mul;1am

mad are perhaps some of the most valuable that any 
Baha'i has written. Many Western Baha'is tend to skirt 
round this vital aspect of the Faith when introducing it 
to inquirers. Islam, in both its political and religious 
aspects is still regarded with suspicion. To ask. the 
average Christian to believe or even consider that 
Christ has returned is difficult enough, to ask him also 
to accept Mul:tammad, whom at best he regards as a 
legend in strange, Arab dress, at worst as an infidel 
and anti-Christ, as a co-equal with Jesus in God's plan, 
seems to him dangerously like heresy. Townshend 
makes no compromise in putting the Revelation of 
Mul;lammad fairly and squarely where it belongs. He is 
lIunrestrained as the wind" in giving Biblical authority 
for the expectation of MuJ::iammad and shows how the 
evolution of the nation (contribution of the Islamic 
Civilization) was necessary before mankind could ap
preciate the next step in the Divine Plan of world lU1ity. 
He gives us a brief and beautiful picture of life as it 
was established under Mu1)ammad's rule, and quotes 
much of the Qu'nin and distinguished writers on Islam. 
It is interesting to note that Mu1;t.ammad, like Ba~ 
ha'u'llah after Him, sent letters to six world rulers of 
His time, proclaiming His Prophethood. 

The violation of Mu1).ammad's Covenant, the seizing 
of power by men bent on worldly gain inevitably 
followed the death of the Prophet, although the basic 
goal of the establishment of the nation had been 
achieved. The great outpouring of knowledge that 
comes to men with every Manifestation of God was 
released and Townshend makes evident the power and 
influence of Islam in all spheres of science and com
merce - the great and exciting civilization that grew 
up, finally to awaken the European Christians from the 
Dark Ages of superstition and ignorance into which 
they had fallen. and which in 1094 brought them into 
conflict with Islam. This conflict, the Crusades to free 
the Holy Shrines from the .. infidels" (though com
mercial interests a1so play their part) resulted in 
terrible slaughter and suffering, but also brought about 
the Renaissance of learning, art and spiritual seeking. 

The new civilization that began to grow found itself 
vigorously opposed by the established Christian 

T 
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Church. In the rise of modern Europe the Reformations 
that took place were, the author points out, more 
concerned with reforms of doctrines and rites than of 
Christian conduct. As the new sciences that followed 
the new Revelation became established and men saw 
them to be good, a great rift between the Church and 
reason began to grow and the demarcation between 
spiritual and material, between science and religion, 
became more and more apparent, Instead of recogniz
ing the vital new spiritual force that flowed from Islam 
the Christian Church rejected it as heresy, and with it 
all the new knowledge that it brought. Because all knowl
edge is from God, the new sciences could not be 
ignored, and men split the two - a split from which 
humanity still suffers today, and which some scientists 
and religionists are now attempting to reconcile. 

Townshend calls to account the orthodox Church and 
in this chapter one glimpses the personal despair he felt 
as an eminent Churchman, when the new teachings he 
had recognized were rejected by his fellow clergy. 

The chapters that follow, tell of the dawn of Mes
sianic hope in the early 19th century, and the advent of 
the Bah and Bahh'u'llah. Here the reasoning, gentle 
power of the new Manifestation seems to take over 
from his burst of personal emotion. In a later chapter 
he points out how 'Abdul-Baha never attacked the 
I'arrogant white races" nor developed brilliant over
powering arguments to justify Baha'i teachings, but 
rather "appealed to reason, faith and fact,t' and the 
great ideal He held before His audiences was "Unity 
through Love." 

The history of the Faith is briefly outlined but gives 
us strikingly beautiful pictures of all three central 
Figures. and their words are quoted extensively. We 
read in full from "The Unfoldment of World Civiliza
tion" Shoghi Effendi's marvellous description of the 
civilization that the new race of men will enjoy ... a 
description that reads like the wildest hopes of science 
fiction except to those who realize that this "fiction" is 
substantiated and made possible by the spiritual teach
ings of Baha'u'lhlh and the administrative pattern of 
the New World Order. 

In his final epilogue Townshend reiterates his plea, 
"It is the plain duty of every earnest Christian to 
investigate for himself, this Faith." Quoting Professor 
Whitehead he points out how Christianity has resisted 
each step of intellectual progress - clinging to doctrine 
and dogma, it has gradually retreated in undignified 
disarray until it has degenerated into "a decent formula 
wherewith to embeUish a comfortable life." In science, 
when a Darwin or Einstein have proclaimed theories 
which modify our ideas it is called a triumph for 
science; in religion it is considered a defeat when old 
ideas have to be abandoned. In this atmosphere of 
continual defeat it is no wonder that men feel God is 
dead and belief in Christ's return abandoned. It is no 
wonder that the Christ spirit has come twice to the 
world since the time of Jesus, and men blinded by the 
established religion have failed to recognize Him_ The 
reading of Christ and Bahci'u'Ucih is very worthwhile at 
this time of the Proclamation for it gives us the basis of 
what we are proclaiming. Though it looks a little book 
it is packed fun of quite indigestible meat for many 
non-Baha'is. The style is beautifully terse and concise. 
In this age of verbosity it is refreshing to read an 
author who never uses two words where he can use one, 
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and so each word is important. That he quotes histori
cal authorities. whose views today may seem outdated 
is not so much an indictment of the author as an 
illustration of the rapid spread of Baha'i ideas in only 
the last ten years_ Attitudes are changing daily and 
those that Townshend describes in 1957 are not neces
sarily those of 1968_ Books by Baha'is about their Faith 
have to be read in their historical context for so rapidly 
does this Faith change the world and itself develop that 
such books soon become dated - however sincerely 
they are written. 

In 500 years Christ and Baha~uJHah by George Town
shend may be forgotten but the writings of Baha'u'lHlh 
will still be fresh as the day they were revealed to guide 
the new race of men then inhabiting the earth. 

This title is available in both clothbound and paperbound 
editions from the Baha'I Publishing Trust in Wilmette, mi· 
nois, a first Americ an edition being published in 1966. 

Baha', Center at San Bernardino 
Baha'is of San Bernardino, California now have an 

attractive well equipped Center. bequeathed to them by 
Norman Gauerke, who was active in the community fol' 
many years and whose dream it was to provide such a 
center for the believers_ It is a large two story apart
ment, the former home of Mr. Gauerke, and contains 
the things he carefully collected over a period of many 
years for this purpose_ A large Baha'i library, wonder
ful art collection and art library, audio-visual equip
ment, music and tape library are among the treasures 
which the community can use in its many activities. 

Dedication of the Center took place December 6, 1968 
in an impressive program at which Hand of th.e Cause 
William Sears, Mrs. Sears and Mr. Sears' secretary, 
Mr. Roger White, were present and participated. Mr. 
Sears gave an inspiring talk, stressing the important 
role that the new Center is destined to play in the 
community. 

The newly dedicated Center has a flourishing Baha'i 
children's class which meets there every Sunday morn
ing. Under the able direction of Mrs. Elaine Calle who 
planned the curriculum the school has in eight weeks 
grown to an attendance of nineteen children and twelve 
adults with four classes, including one for adults. The 
school has the enthusiastic cooperation of all and is the 
best attended of any of the events in the Center. 

New Center Provides a Teaching Opportunity 
Peoria, IHinois, Baha'is acquired a center December 

19, 1968, on a prominent street which will be made into 
a four .. lane expressway. Before the transaction was :final~ 
ized, however, the Baha'is had a valuable proclamation 
and teaching experience when eleven of the new neigh
bors presented a petition objecting to their locating 
there. The Baha'is had their attorney draw up a petition 
supporting their location, and the Baha'is called upon 
the objectors, told them of the Faith and presented 
literature. An reversed their position and an additional 
eight neighbors signed, making a total of nineteen 
supporting. This action and reversal was witnessed by 
the members of the City Council. 

T 
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Presentations 

L. to T., Joe Dan o.S'ceaIa, President oj the Semi-note tribe of 
Florida; Mrs, Betty Mae Jumper. Chairma.n of Seminol.e Tribal 
Council accept The Proclamation of BaM'u'nah from Michae~ 
Jamir, Chairman of Local Spiritual Assembly of Hollywood, 
Florida. The presentation was in late January. Mr, Osee-ow is 
the great-gnat grandson of the famous Chief u; ho led the 
fight against Ameri.can soldiers in 1837. Today, through their 
cooperation and with peacefUl hearts the Seminoles aTe join
ing the Baha'ts in working toward unity 01 mankind. 

Governor Don Samuelson, left receives a copy of The Procla
mation of Bahci'u'Uah from Miss Ertzabeth. Adelmann and 
Adolf VoIder on behalf of the Baha'is of Idaho in observance 
of World Religion Day_ This picture appeaTed in the Idaho 
Daily Statesman, of Boise, Idaho 

....... ,,- ....... ,.-
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Teaching Aboard the Redstone 
The only BaM'i aboard the USNS Redstone had the 

bounty of delivering the spiritual side of the Christmas 
program when that ship was engaged in the communi
cation and tracking of the spacecraft and astronauts 
during the history-making Apollo Moon Shot in Decem
ber. 

The mission was to transport the 300 men aboard 
somewhere near the Equator between Port Moresby 
and Kwajalein during the Christmas holidays. The 
:>hip's officials called for a lay minister from the 
CathOlic, Jewish Of Protestant faiths to lead the spiritu
al program t to be attended by one to two hundred men. 
After a few days passed with no one volunteering, the 
Baha'i offered to do it. He selected the theme "Oneness 
of Mankind", included readings from Thief in the Night 
and concluded with "The Prayer for America", re
vealed by 'Abdu'l-Baha. He related the histork setting 
- men of many races and faiths together on that 
Christmas at sea in the support function of three 
astronauts racing to and from the moon - to the Faith 
by stating that the astronauts themselves, on seeing the 
world from a new perspective, could be thinking, "The 
Earth is truly but one Country and Mankind its Citi
zens. U 

Bahri'! in the News 
A full-page advertisement appearing periodically in 

the Registered Nurse Magazine and the American 
Journal Of Nursing designed to recruit nurses for the 
Evanston (illinois) Hospital has a large low angle 
aerial photo of the hospital that shows the Bahati 
House of Worship in the background. 

o 
The July-August 1968 issue of Orion Mag(lzine on 

pages 17 and:18 has an article titled: liThe Challenge of 
Atheism" by Olga Finke. The article is illustrated with 
a photo of 'Abdu'l-Baha and mentions Baha.'u'llah as 
the DiVIDe Physician for this new age. On page 58 of the 
same issue there is a quotation by Baha.?u'Jlah. The 
magazine is published by the Christian Spiritual Alli
ance, Inc., a brotherhood at Lakemont, Georgia. 

o 
The November 1968 issue of Hot Line, a publication of 

the Kenmore Stamp Company of Milford, New Hamp
shire is devoted to old Persian stamps. The center 
spread of the 4-page publication has an article titled: 
"The Birth of a New Faith." This tells the story of the 
martyrdom of the Bab and how the Baha'i Faith came 
to America. A photo of 'Abdu'I-Baha is included in the 
article. 

PENNSYLVANIA WINTER INSTITUTE 
Once more the Pennsylvania Winter Institute has 

come and gone and once more it was a rousing success 
with over 200 in attendance and 11 declarations during 
the two and one-half day session. Sponsored by the 
Pennsylvania Goals Committee. the Institute included 
separate classes for two children's groups, youth class
es and a fully staffed nursery, 
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At the Bahd'i winter school. MH!ersylvania. Washington, held December 27-30. 1968. 

The Institute began on Thursday, December 26, 1968, 
at the YMCA Camp Hilltop in Downingtown, Pennsyl
vania and concluded the following Sunday morning. 
Speakers for the adults included Mrs. Peggy Rosi:>, 
Auxiliary Board member who spoke on the subject 
"The Goal of a New World Order" and Dr. Mary Kate 
Yntema who spoke On the "Universal House of Ju::;~ 
tice's Messages", Workshops were held on: Consulta
tion, Publicity, How to be a Baha'i Chairman, Teach
ing, Dating and Marriage (for youth), The Most 
Challenging Issue, Deepening, Being Baha?i Parents, 
Prayer, and then the final session Sunday morning was 
held with a panel answering questions from the floor. 
Mr. Ed Widmer closed the Institute with a short talk 
entitled '~Progressive Revelation". 

The younger children'S theme was "Children in Other 
Lands" and the older children used the theme "How 
High Up Is Heaven ?". The different sessions devoted to 
the latter theme were: Science and Religion, World 
Evolution. Tree of Man, Life on Othcr Planets and 
God's Worlds in Me. The purpose of this session was to 
give the 9.012 year olds a practical understanding of the 
worlds of God. 

Other activities during the session included singing 
and folk dancing. Bob Wright showed a slide & tape 
show as did Larry Sliker. "The Progressive Revela
tions," a singing group from State College, entertained 
one evening followed by reports On youth pioneering 
from Randa Avis, Rick Tomarelli and Tom Williams. 
all of whom had participated in last summer's interna
tional youth projects. 

Everyone who attended had a wonderful time and 
plans are already being made fOr the next Institute 
which will be held December 26-28th, 1969, 

THE MILLERSYLVANIA WINTER SCHOOL 

Fifty adults and youth enjoyed the Winter School at 
Millersylvania Youth Camp near Olympia, Washington, 
December 27-31, 1968. In near zero weather, in deep 
snow and unheated cabins for sleeping, the School was 
a rich experience of deepening in the teachings of 
Baha'u'llah and will be long remembered by an those 
attending. The cold weather and close confinement 
within quarters made for a group eager to study, pray 
and enjoy fellowship. 

Dr. Jalil Mahmoudi of Salt Lake City, utah; Mrs. 
Georgina Moul of Douglas, Alaska; Mrs. Ethlyn Lind
strom of Astpria, Oregon; Mrs. Elizabeth J. Harris of 
Seattle, Washington; and Mr. Jack Tingstad of Belling
ham I Washington, comprised the very fine faculty to 
carry out the theme "The Baha'i Way - The Spiritual 
Path and The Practical Path", 

Mrs. Moul and Mrs. Harris taught classes for pros
pective children's teachers on '~Techniques on Teach
ing Children". 

Mr. Tingstad had a class of twelve fourteen-year old 
youth who studied material preparatory for enrollment 
in the Baha'i Faith. 

Two Baha'i professional cooks prepared the meals, 
which earned warm praise from all and were satisfying 
to the healthy appetites of youth. Chores of housekeep
ing were cheerfully pcrformed by youth and faculty I 
causing no generation gap in either work or study! 

A specia] attraction for youth was offered at this 
school-one which may be repeated in the future
sessions in nlearning to lead singing groups". 

Enthusiastic plans are now underway for the next 
session at Millersylvania. which will be held the last 
week in June. 
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Baha'{ Life 

-Springtime and Harvest 

WHEN BAHA'U'LLAR WAS A YOUNG MAN and 
gave so much of His gracious compassion that He 

was known as the Father of the Poor, what was the 
reaction of those who met Him at that particular time 
in history? Were any of them aware that they had been 
face to face with the World Savior? They must have 
experienced an uplift in His presence, but was there a 
flash of recognition? With the exception perhaps of 
Krishna, it is strange that we know little or nothing of 
the boyhood and youth of the great Men of God such as 
Jesus, Buddha or Muhammed. We do not know what 
e1fect they had on their early youthful contemporaries. 

A few weeks ago I was discussing with a Christian 
friend this point of unawareness, or unconscious aware
ness. She remarked that had she lived in the time of 
Jesus she would have known her Lord immediately. 
She had attended Baha'i firesides for some time and r 
could not help thinking that as she had not recognized 
the Divine Reality of the present, she could not have 
possibly recognized the Reality of the past, had she met 
Him in person. We remember that Jesus said to the 
orthodox of His day, "Had ye believed in Moses ye 
would have believed in Me. U Had they really believed 
the Divine qualities manifested in Moses, they would 
have recognized those same qualities in the later Mani
festations. But they did not. Bahi!'u'llilh Himself states 
this t',uth in very plain and unequivocal language: 
II ••• he who turns away from this Beauty hath also 
turned a way from the Messengers of the past and 
showeth pride towards God from all eternity to all 
eternity.' I 

It is a bewilderment to some of us that so many 
people whom we often consider to be finer than our~ 
selves cannot recognize the Manifestation in his "new 
attire." Is it a particular quality of the spirit? What is it 
that enables us to recognize Him? Is it that same 
difference that distinguished Martha from Mary and 
the two thieves on the Cross? 

Everyone is in quest of the Holy Grail but there are 
few who find it. 

When one first becomes a Baha'i one feels a curious 
exaltation, an uplifting of the soul. It is flower time, the 
woods are filled with the pale gold of the primroses and 
the very air is music. When the first ecstasy has 
passed, and we begin to struggle against the lower ego, 
where are the primroses? And the lovely blossoming 
time? Nothing has been lost, but we have emerged 
from one state to enter into another and are nOw worthy 
enough to give of the fruit in our orchards. It is the law 
of evolution and the ascent from lower to the higher is 
accompanied by a certain amount of spiritual pain. We 
have our moments of despondency. inevitable in the 
ebb and flow of spiritual life. But progress has been 
made however unsuspected by ourselves. And the out~ 
side world notices it. Otherwise why are we Baha'is? 
We saw the sun uprise and we know that the harvest is 
near. 

-Elsie P. Crammer 
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Hand of the Cause Dr. Ugo Giachery addresses meeting in El 
Cajon. CaUfoTnia. 

Hand of the Cause Gives Tal. 
A recent meeting at El Cajon, California featured the 

Holy Land of Israel and was addressed by Hand of the 
Cause Dr. Ugo Giachery and guest speaker Dr. Samuel 
B. Nuzie. There were colored slides of Israel showing 
the Holy Places of the Faiths there, and Dr. Nuzie 
commented upon these from historical and religious 
points of view. Dr. Giachery told of the Baha'i Faith 
as it relates to the Holy Land. About 125 attended., 
many of whom had never before been to a Bah6'j 
meeting. The meeting was well received and the 
friends in the El Cajon J.D. community are happy to 
have thus reached many who might not have been 
ready to attend a meeting devoted sole1y to telling 
about the Faith. 

Proclamations in New Hampshire 
Baha'i Information Week was officially proclaimed 

in Laconia, New Hampshire last May in a statement 
signed by the Mayor stating the purpose of the week to 
be to "spread the knowledge of the oneness of al1 
revealed relig ions and to gain recognition of religion as 
the motivating force for world peace." 

The Governor of New Hampshire, John King, last 
October received a delegation of three representatives 
of the New Hampshire Baha'i Community, Ruth 
Hampson, Mary Elliott and Alden Marshall, who pre
sented him a copy of The Proclamation of Baha'u 'Ilah. 
The Governor was very graciOUS and stated that he 
would take time to read it. On the same day this 
Baha'i delegation met with the state librarian, Mr. 
Emil Allen who warmly received them and mentioned 
the fact that he knew of the unifying feature of the 
Faith. He was presented with The Proclamation of 
Baha'u1lah and The Reality oj Man. 

On the U.S. Homefront 
BaM'fs in Key West, Florida, a named goal for an 

assembly in the Crusade and the Nine Year Plan, keep 
up a steady effort to win new souls. Their Wodd 
Religion Day release was published in its entirety in the 
local paper, the Key West Citizen. They also place 
weekly notices of the fireside in this paper with fre-
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On the U.S. Homefront (con.) 
quent inquiries resulting. Recently a gentleman came 
to the fireside carrying in his hand the newspaper 
notice of the meeting. He explained that on his way to 
Key West from Wisconsin he happened to pass through 
Wilmette, saw the House of Worship, but did not stop to 
visit it. When he saw the picture of the same building in 
the Key West paper he was anxious to come to learn 
more. 

o 
The Barnl'is of Brookfield. Wisconsin hold monthly 

buffet dinner meetings as a new approach to introduc
ing the Faith to friends and neighbors. Each meeting is 
held in a different home on a volunteer basis and 
everyone invites his friends to come. The meal is kept 
simp]e, with work at a minimum .. Following the dinner 
a shan (thirty minutes at most) presentation of the 
Faith is given, either a talk or slide show. People who 
hesitate to come to a public meeting will be happy to 
come to these more informal gatherings, There is 
consistent follow-up of the socials with firesides for 
those interested and the community is gratified to have 
had ten declarations in the past year as a result. This 
has been a united effort in which prayer has been used 
consistently and the friends realize that they have 
received much more than they have ,given. 

o 
In Great Falls, Montana there have been several 

declarations; local believers Tom Blazier and Dan 
Engle were inVited to speak to two classes at the 
Catholic High School; and a recent visit from Mrs, 
Hazel Mori of Edmonds, Washington resulted in a 
round of successful activities. She spoke at three c1ass
es at the local public high school, appeared on a TV 
program, addressed a pUblic meeting in the local hotel 
and led several inspiring meetings with the believers 
and one with a very responsive group of children. 

o 
When Dr. and Mrs. Amin Jaz.aab moved recently to 

Avon Park, Florida (where there were no believers) a 
picture was featured in the local paper showing the 
Jazaab family with a model of the BaM'i House of 
Worship in Wilmette, and an accompanying article 
telling of his professional assignment and describing in 
some detail the Baha'i Faith. The family places an
nouncements of their firesides in the paper including 
quotations from the Baha'i Writings. They have 
placed Baha'i books in the local libraries. 

o 
The program of the beUevers of Kansas City, Missou

ri includes a monthly three hour deepening class with 
pot luck dinner afterwards; a speaker training work
shop; and a plan to place books in fourteen area 
libraries of their nearby goal cities. There is also 
opportunity for more extensive study of the teachings 
in "Deepening by Demand", a class in the home of 
Mrs. Ruth Munson who lives near the University cam
pus. This class, held at the convenience of the ones 
wishing it, is frequented regularly by members of the 
Bah.ci'i college club and their friends. 

o 
Santa Fe County, New Mexico reports that attend

ance at weekly firesides has increased since their 
proclamation week in January. Mary Lou Martin, guest 
from St. Charles, Illinois has spoken at their meetings 
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and youth activity on nearby campuses has increased 
since last Riqvan. 

o 
The Baha'i Community of Providence, Rhode Island 

was among the supporters of a musical production, 
sponsored by the Human Rights Commission in obser
vance of Negro History Week this February. By selling 
100 tickets they were listed among the sponsoring 
organizations. The musical drama, a revue spanning 
Negro history in the United States. was well received, 
playing to a full house. At the end of the evening the 
Deputy Director spoke from the stage giving credit to 
those who had worked for the success of the evening 
and mentioned the Baha'[ Community of Providence. 
Special thanks were given to Mrs. Beth Newport, Secre
tary of the Local Assembly. The Providence Ba~'i 
Assembly is happy to be publicly recognized with the 
"doers" and ·'workers for the right" in their communi-
ty. 

o 
The Baha'i Group of Whittier J.D., California was 

recently invited to send a guest speaker to a meeting of 
the Bible Department of the Whittier Woman's Club. 
Dr, Alfred Neumann gave an illustrated lecture on 
"Village Life in India and the Impact of the BaM'! 
Teachings" which forceful1y demonstrated the power of 
the Faith and its influence on the lives of people, His 
talk was very well received. 

o 
Excellent publicity has recently been given the Ba

ha'is of San Leandro-Haywood J.D., California where 
a seventeen column inch description of the Baha'i 
World Center appeared in the MOTning News and a 
fifteen column inch account of the Faith was printed in 
the San FTancisco ChTonical. Both articles are factual 
and give aspects of the Faith which will arouse interest 
of youth. 0 

A recent brief visit of Linda Marshall to Howard 
County, Maryland included a talk at the Catonsville 
Community College to an audience of 200, two firesides, 
a talk at a Presbyterian Sunday School and two radio 
interviews. 0 

Publicity for the Faith in Attleboro, Massachusetts 
resulted from a talk by Dr. James Shamey, BaM'i, to 
a class in comparative religion at the Catholic High 
School in that city. A picture of the speaker and some 
of his listeners appeared on the front page of the local 
paper. As a result two invitations for similar talks on 
the Faith have come from another high school and the 
Kiwanis club, 

o 

A proclamation dinner at Geyserville Baha'i School 
in California last November attracted over 325 guests. 
most of whom were of Indian, Spanish or Hawaiian 
backgrounds. The program following the dinner was 
varied. showing the spirit of oneness in the Faith and 
announcing the Promised One. There was excellent 
cooperation by the local believers in carrying out the 
many details of the large undertaking. 

o 
This year's proclamation by the Baha'i Community 

of Manatee County, Florida was an exhibit at the Fair, 
which brought excellent response and will probably be 
repeated next year. The booth was designed and set up 
by Rayson Dobbs and Robert Schennum from Sarasota 
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On the U.S. Homefront (con.) 

County. Mrs. Irma Fuller as director had the coopera
tion of all the members of this small community in 
manning the very attractive exhibit. 

a 
Proclamation Week in Atlanta, Georgia, held in Jan

uary, included four public lectures at the Baha'i 
Center (by Mrs. Ruth Moffett from Iowa), a question 
and answer program on the radio, and a World Reli
gion Day meeting at a downtown hotel at which Jack 
McCants spoke on "Building a Better WorJd", Atten
dance at all the meetings was excellent. 

a 
The December 1, 1968 issue of The Astral ProjectoT, 

an 8-page tabloid-size newspaper published at Albu
querque, New Mexico devotes one page to HBasic Facts 
of the Baha'i Faith" taken from the Baha'i pamphlet 
with the sa me title. 

a 
The U.S. Navy in a publication series "Navy Person

nel Response Handout Series C-l" has issued a pam
phlet titled; "A Survey of the Religions of Vietnam_" 
The first religion discussed is °Vietnamese Bahci'ism.?' 
This six page article tells of the Baha'i Community in 
Vietnam and includes information On its National Spiri
tual Assembly and membership_ It also covers the 
history of the Faith and a summary of the principles 
and teachings. 

a 
SANE (National Committee for a SANE Nuclear 

Policy) has printed a calendar for 1969. Opposite the 
week of September 8th it has the following quotation: 
"How terrible it is that men, who are of the higher 
kingdom, can descend to slaying and bringing misery 
to their fellow beings for the possession of a tract of 
land," The quote is identified as being by 'Abdu'l
Baha, 1911 from ., Instead of Violence_" 

Baha", House of Worship 
Wilmette, Illinois 

Daily Visiting Houn 
10:00 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Sunday DevoHon, 
3 to 3 :30 p.m. 

Sunday Public Meeting' 
3:45 p.m. 

APRIL 1969 

Baha', Publishing Trust 

New Edition of Baha'i Administration 

Baha'i Admini3tration consists of messages from 
Shoghi Effendi to the Baha'is of America, or to the 
National Spiritual Assembly, during the years when 
that National Assembly and several others were in the 
process of formation. Herein are outlined the funda~ 
mental principles upon which the institutions of the 
Faith are established, based upon the Revelation of 
Baha'u'lah and the Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l
Baha. 

Shoghi Effendi was a young man, still a student at 
Oxford University, when the can to Guardianship came 
to him in 1921 through his appointment in the Will and 
Testament of 'Abdu·t-Baha. His realization of the enor· 
mity of the task and of the station of Guardianship are 
poignantly reflected in his early letters in this volume. 
As the months and years of Shoghi Effendi's Guardian· 
ship progressed and the actual instruments of the 
administrative order began to evolve under his guid· 
ance, the wisdom and power inherent in that appoint
ment became consummately manifest to the communi
ty of Baha'is throughout the world. 

While these messages contain the guiding principles 
that have raised the edifice of Baha'i administration 
throughout the world, they are much more than a 
pattern or set of rules. Through them the Baha'is came 
to understand both the spirit and the substance out of 
which a new world order was being brought into being, 
of which they themselves were the instruments. In this 
way the structure of Baha'i administration has be€n 
erected, beginning with the first few local spiritual 
assemblies, until 1963, when the fifty-six national ag.. 
semblies existing at that time elected the first Univer
sal House of Justice, the supreme administrative body 
of the Baha'i Faith, located at its World Center. Haifa, 
Israel. 

This new edition contains four additional messages, 
from Messages to America. It has a new and greatly 
expanded index prepared by Mrs. Amine DeMille 
which win be of considerable assistance in using this 
work. An attractive jacket has been added to the book. 
designed by Mrs. Marge Hawbaker. Baha'is will also 
find an improvement in the quality of printing of this 
edition, new plates having been made via offset 
process. 209 pp. plus Introduction by Horace Holley. 
For the time being, the price of many years will 
remain. 

Per copy ........................................ $2.50 

Order from Baha'i Publishing Trust, 110 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091. 

BAHA'i NEWS is pubUshed for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly at the United States, as a news 
organ reporting current activities of the Baha'i world community. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee, Managing Editor; Mrs_ Eunice 
Braun. International Editor; Miss Charlotte Linfoot. National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr_ Rexford C. Parmelee. 

Material must be received by the twenty-filth of the second month preceding date of issue_ Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Office, 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette. Illinois 60091, U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Center, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U_S.A_ 60091. 
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"0 My BELOVED FRIENDS! You are the bearers of the name of God in this Day. You 
have been chosen as the repositories of His mystery. It behooves each one of you to 
manifest the attributes of God, and to exemplify by your deeds and words the signs of 
His righteousness, His power and glory. The very members of your body must bear 
wituess to the loftiness of your purpose, the integrity of your life, the reality of your 
faith, and the exalted character of your devotion. For verily I say, this is the Day 
spoken of by God in His Book:' 'On that' day will We set a seal upon their mouths; 
yet shall their hands speak unto Us, and their feet shall bear witness to that which they 
shall have done.' Ponder the words of Jesus addressed to His disciples, as He sent them 
forth to propagate the Cause of God. In words such as these, He bade them arise and fulfill 
their mission: 'Ye are even as the fire which in the darkness of the night has been kindled 
upon the mountain·top. Let your light shine before the eyes of men. Such must be the puri. 
ty of your character and the degree of your rennnciation, that the people of the earth may 
through you recognize and be drawn closer to the heavenly Father who is the Source of 
purity and grace. For none has seen the Father who is in heaven. You who are His spiritual 
children must hy your deeds exemplify His virtues, and witness to His glory. You are the 
salt of the earth, bui if the salt have lost its savour, wherewith shall it be salted? Such must 
be the degree of your detachment, that into whatever city you enter to proclaim and teach 
the Cause of God, you should in no wise expect either meat or reward from its people. ::-lay, 
when you depart out of that city, you should shake the dust from off your feet. As you have 
eutered it pure and undefiled, so must you depart from that city. For verily I say the heav· 
enly Father is ever with you and keeps watch over you. If you be faithf.ul to Him, He will 
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assuredly deliver into your hands all the treasures of the earth, and will exalt you 
above all the rulers and kings of the world.' 0 My Letters! Verily I say, immensely ex. 
alted is this Day above the days of the Apostles of old. Nay, immeasurable is the dif. 
ference! You are the witnesses of the Dawn of the promised Day of God. You are the 
partakers of the mystic chalice of His Revelation. Gird up the loins of endeavour, and 
be mindful of the words of God as revealed in His Book:' 'Lo, the Lord thy God is 
come, and with Him is the company of His angels arrayed before Him!' Purge your 
hearts of worldly desires, and let angelic virtues be your adorning. Strive that by your 
deeds you may bear witness to the truth of these words of God, and beware lest, by 
'turning back,' He may 'change you for another people,' who 'shall not be your like,' 
and who shall take from you the Kingdom of God. The days when idle worship was 
deemed sufficient are ended. The time is come when naught but the purest motive, sup· 
ported by deeds of stainless purity, can ascend to the throne of the Most High and be 
acceptable unto Him. 'The good word riseth up unto Him, and the righteous deed will 
caUSe it to be exalted before Him.' You are the lowly, of whom God has thus spokeu in 
His Book:' 'And We desire to show favour to those who were brought low in the land, 
and to make them spiritual leaders among men, and to make them Our heirs.' You 
have been called to this station; you will attain to it, only if you arise to trample be· 
neath your feet every earthly desire, and endeavour to become those 'honoured ser· 
vants of His wbo speak not till He hath spoken, and who do His bidding.' You are the 
first Letters that have been generated from the Primal Point, 2 the /irst Springs that have 
welled out from the Sonrce of this Revelation. Beseech the Lord your God to grant that 
no earthly entanglements, no worldly affections, no ephemeral pursuits, may tarnish the 
purity, or embitter the sweetness, of that grace which flows through you. I am preparing 
you for the advent of a mighty Day. Exert your utmost endeavor that, in the world to 
corne, I, who am now instructing you, may, before the mercy·seat of God, rejoice in 
your deeds and glory in your achievemeuts. The secret of the Day that is to corne is now 
concealed. It can neither be divulged nor estimated. The newly born babe of that Day 
excels the wisest and most venerable men of this time, and the lowliest and most un· 
learned of that period shall surpass in understanding the most erudite and accomplished 
divines of this age. Scatter throughout the length and breadth of this land, and, with 
steadfast feet and sanctified hearts, prepare the way for His coming. Heed not your 
weaknesses and frailty; /ix your gaze upon the invincible power of the Lord, your God, 
the Almighty. Has He not, in past days, caused Abraham, in spite of His seeming help. 
lessness, to triumph over the forces of Nimrod? Has He not enabled Moses, whose 
staff was His only companion, to vanquish Pharaoh and his hosts? Has He not estab· 
lished the ascendancy of Jesus, poor and lowly as He was in the eyes of men, over the 
combined forces of the Jewish people? Has He not subjected the barbarous and mili· 
tant tribes of Arabia to the holy and transforming discipline of Muhammad, His Proph. 
et? Arise in His name, put your trust wholly in Him, and be assured of ultimate victory." 

1 The QUI",an, 

- THE DAWN·BREAKERS 

by Nabil 

:1 One of the Bab's titles, 
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Travels of Hand of the Cause Mr. Faizi 

The recent travels of Hand of the Cause Mr. Abu'l· 
Qasim Faizl to India. Hong Kong and the Philippines 
have caused the awakening of new souls and enkin
dling of a new spirit among the believers, 

His visit in January to Hong Kong brought the 
Message to masses of the Chinese people, who are very 
receptive to the Call of God and love to hear about the 
Faith. Mr. Faizi also met several times with the Hong 
Kong believers and consulted with Mr. Muntazi, of the 
Continental Board of Counsellors as well as with Mrs. 
Sims of the National Spiritual Assembly of North East 
Asia. 

From Hong Kong he went, with Mr. MWltazi and Mrs. 
Sims, to the Philippines where, On the night of his 
arrival, he was interviewed at one of the largest televi
sion stations in the country. On the next day there was 
a press conference well attended by professional writ
ers and university students and covered by two televi
sion stations. 

The Philippines was blessed at the same time with 
the presence of Hand of the Cause Dr. RaJ:tmatu'lliih 
Muhiljir who assisted the friends in planning a full and 
active schedule during the visit. 

There was an all day conferenc.e at the National 
l;Ia~ira at which Mr. Faizl discussed the Kita,b-i-Iqan 

and spoke on the importance of education of children. 
When the teaching plan for the coming year was 
presented nineteen volunteers offered to make regular 
visits to various places. Several visitors attended the 
conference, one of these being a student from Ghana 
attending the University in the Philippines. During the 
session he addressed the conference, spoke of the spirit 
of love and unity in the gathering of different races, 
classes and educational backgr01mds among those pres
ent and declared that he wished to become a Baha'i. 
The spiritual impact made by the talk and declaration 
of Alex Odom had a profound effect on the gathering, 
changing the hearts of many who were already believ
ers. 

Th.e effect of the visit of those dedicated servants of 
the Faith of Baha'u'llith is evident in the Islands; the 
television interview and press conference having been 
shown on television several times since, with pictures of 
'Abdu'I~Baha and the Houses of Worship; and the 
friends are infused with a new spirit of dedication to 
teaching. 

The friends in India were privileged to have a visit of 
several days duration from Mr. Faizi. Photographs of 
two meetings between Mr. Faizi and public officials are 
shown. 

Hand of the Cause Mr. Faizi du.ring press confermce at the Mani.la Hitton in th.e Philippines. lanuaTt/. 1969. 
[.,eft to Tight: MTS. aa,.ba:ra Sims. Cou:nseHor Samaniego, MT. Faizi, Mrs. Lu.isa. Mapa Gomez, of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of th.e Ph.ilippines, Cou.nsellor Mumtazi, Mrs. Fe Samaniego, seC1'etaru of 
the National Spiritual Assembt1l of the Philippines. 
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Hana of the Cause Mr. Fain and MTS. SMTin Bowman. chair
man of the National Spiritual Assembly of India meet with 
M-r. Triguna Sen, MinisteT of Education of India.. 

Eight Iranian Pioneer-Students 
in the Philippines 

Some of the Persian Baha'i students in 
Manila at the time of the visit of the Hands 
of the Cause in JanuaTt/. Lett to Tight: Bijan 
Ighani •. Ji14 Samadani. Farhang M azidi, Shala 
BeToo%', Hand of the Came Mr, Fad, Coun-
8f!Uo," . MT. Momtazi. Ha1ledeh Roshangeh. 
Mahshld Ighani, Hand of the Cause Dr. 
Muoojir. 

"They should have the opportunity to participate in 
the fulfillment of the goals of the Nine Year Plan ... 
possibly in some foreign country, but they are so young 
and have just completed their secondary education. ,1 

Hand of the Cause of God Dr. Muhajir must have 
been thinking of the potential young workers for Baha
'u'Uah not only from iran, but from all the other 
countries when, through his guidance and initiative a 
new field of service was opened for the Baha'i students. 

,rIf they should continue their education, then why not 
in some Universities in countries greatly in need of 
Baha'i workers ... for instance the Philippines?" 

The very first to arrive was a young girl from iran 
who had just graduated from secondary school, Miss 
Mahshid Ighani. After deciding to come, letters having 
flown between the two countries, she was soon on her 
way. Armed with the promise of Baha'u'lhih's assist
ance and a letter of acceptance at a university, she flew 
to Bangkok where with the help of the friends she 
obtained her student's visa in one day, which was 
unusual. She arrived in Manila very 1 ate and the 
friends who were to meet her had left the airport. 
Somehow she found her way to the f.Ia?-iratu'I-Quds and 
was soon asleep in the little room. The next day she 
was on a bus, arriving six hours later in the city of 
Baguio where she enroUed in the university. 

This happened a year ago. Today seven other stu
dents from fran have come, including Mahshid's own 
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Hand of the Cause M'7, Fai2:i with PTeSS' repre'sentaUws in 
New Delhi. India. 

younger brother Bij an. 
Two of the student-pioneers ace in the State Universi

ty in Quezon City, three in the university town of Los 
Banos, Laguna, one each in Manila and Davac, with 
the latest arrival planning to study agriculture. 

All weekends, vacations, holidays and free hours are 
offered to Baha'u'llah by these devoted young teachers. 
They. have come with varying degrees of knowledge of 
EnglIsh, the language in the Universities but this 
limitation is being overcome day by day. ' 

Two of the students, Shala Beroozi and Jila Saman
dani have made a trip to the island of Mindoro and 
brought 30 new believers to the Faith. Bijan and Mah
shid Ighani have visited every province of Pangasinan 
and presented the proclamation book to each Mayor 
and Captain of the localities. Farhang Mazidi and 
Firouse Tolouie visited Isabela communities and at
tended two conferences. Hayedeh went to a new prov
ince of Bicol with a native youth and visited some 
government officials. Very recently Firouse and a tribal 
teacher went to a Moslem village in Mindanao where 
seven Moslems embraced the Faith. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of the Philippines 
has expressed its happiness and appreciation for the 
service of these young soldiers of Baha 'u'llah, 

-Reported by the Continental Board of 
Counsellors for Northeast Asia 
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Local BaM'i center under COnstTUction in Lazr Mochas, Gua
;inJ. Venezuela:. 

Bahd,'f teachers Vicente Iguaran and RogeUo Hernandez view 
the inscription on the first grave in the BaM'" cemeteTY in 
Log Mochos, Guajira, Venezuela. 

Guajiro Indians Demonstrate 

Strong Baha', Potential 

Through the dedicated efforts of a considerable num
ber of Guajiro Baha'i teachers and one full time piC)-. 
neer on each side of the Colombian-Venezuelan border t 

the Guajira Peninsula demonstrates more each day its 
potential for reflecting the Light of Bah"'u'llah. The 
Guajiro teachers are traveling with greater frequency 
to different places for expansion and consolidation 
activities. At present several from Venezuela are trav
eling in Colombia in order to teach and deepen the 
Guajiros in that country (this being a goal of the Nine 
Year Plan for Venezuela). During trips made to the 
Guajira arid Perij a zones of Venezuela in December, 
118 new believers enrolled in the Faith. 

A basic course for Baha!i teachers was held January 
18 to 20 in Los Mochos, in the Zonal Institute and the 
new Baha'i Center in that locality. Eighteen students 
attended, who came from the Colombian Guajira area, 
Perija District, and Amazon Territory, as well as the 
Venezuelan Guajira area. The student from Amazon 
Territory is a representative of the Guajiro tribe, and 
several years ago became the first Indian to enroll in 
the Faith in Venezuela. They learned songs and pray
ers, and prepared books of drawings for teaching the 
Faith and Baha'i calendars. All classes were given by 
Guajiro instructors. This course was the first in a series 
of four, organized by the Colombo-Venezuelan Guajiro 
Teaching Committee, for the period January 10 to 
March 10, two to be held in Colombia and two in 
Venezuela. 

Som e of the local assemblies of this zone have begun 
to function, outstanding among them being the one in 
Los Mochos, which has permitted us a glimpse of the 
great future development of the Faith among the Indi
ans of America promised by 'Abdu'l-Baha. In Los 
Mochas the Local Spiritual Assembly meets every two 
weeks; the Nineteen Day Feasts and Holy Days are 
observed regularly; children's classes for literacy and 
learning the Baha'i teachings are held four days each 
week; many of the believers contribute to the local 
fund; a Baha'i Center is under construction made 
possible by the contributions and volunteer work of the 
Baha'is of Los Mochos; the Local Assembly sends 
contributions to the National Baha'i Fund; there is a 
Zonal Institute which was donated by one of the believ
ers of this community, and recently they established 
the first Baha'i cemetery in Venezuela as described in 
BAHA'! NEWS April 1969 p. 5. Furthermore, by means of 
Baha'i consultation, the Local Assembly has resolved 
personal problems for some members of its commWli
ty. At the commemoration of the Day of the Covenant 
there were sixty-three people present. The meeting 
began at 2 p.m. and finished at 11 p.m. The program 
began with prayers and Baha'i songs. and explanations 
of the station of 'Abdu'l-Baha and accounts of many 
stories of His Life, continued with a delicious supper of 
chicken, duck, rice, watermelon, soft drinks and can
dies contributed by various Baha'is, and terminated 
with typical Guajiro dances. 
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Teaching the Faith 
at the New Zealand Summer School 

The New Zealand Baha'i SUmmer School offered un
expected opportunities to teach the Faith and demon
strate the Baha'i spirit. The Continental Board of Coun
sellors for Australia writes of it as follows: 

"On Our arrival for the opening of the New Zealand 
Baha'i Summer School we were told that there had 
been a death in the Maori community and it is their 
custom to bring the body back to the tribe and hold the 
'tangi' (funeral) on the Marae. The Baha'is had rented 
the Marae for Summer SchOOl, so we naturaHy agreed 
that they shoUld go on with their traditional arrange
ments, and they invited the Baha'is to be their guests. 
This meant that we all slept on the floor of the meeting 
house with the Maoris - men, women and children
and the close family who kept an all night vigil around 
the open coffin at one end of the room. We joined in 
their services with readings and chanting in Persian. 
The service is normally carried on in Maori as it is 
most unusual for Europeans to be present on such 
occasions, much less to be the invited guests ~ 

HAfter the 'tangi' the schOOl was organized. We had 
repeated visits from some of the local Maori popula~ 
tion. The Ratana pastor who performed the ceremony 
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came after Church on Sunday, bringing along a few 
people. Masese Hokafano gave a talk and seemed to 
reach right to their hearts. Even the pastor was most 
impressed. Masese also addressed them on another oc~ 
casion with equal success. One lady. when introducing 
us to a local European who had come to inquire about 
the Faith, said "These Baha'is sat down and ate with 
us, they went in and slept with us. We are one people." 

"Ephraim Te-Poa, a Maori believer who was at the 
Sydney Intercontinental Conference, was instrumental 
in getting this location. His mother, who is quite elder. 
ly, insisted on coming along to the school and gathering 
a few of us around her in the meeting house she told 
how in 1918 her uncle foretold how one day people 
would come with a message that would unite all people. 
She believed that this was the message that we brought 
and she said. 'You are my sons and daughters'. We 
have shared in their time of bereavement and when 
they came back later we shared in fun and singing and, 
most important, in the Message of Bahit'u'llah. 

"This morning Ephraim came into the meeting house 
and (referring to the Sun of Baha) said, 'The fierce 
warmth of the Sun is streaming into this court.' ., 

Participants at the winter school in Panchgani. India. held in December, Hand oj the Cause Enoch Olinga and Counsellor DT. 
Farhangi attended and spoke with the friends. The School, which was veTY successful is described in BAHA'i NEWS, March 
1969 p. 2. 
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Entrance at the right to staiTs leading to Casa Baha'i. Sign "The Baha'i Faith" at top of stairs. 

Excitement Bahc:/'{s: 

in Jan. 1. 1969 

adults 7 
Mayaguez youth 1 

Puerto April 1. 1969 

adults 31 
Rico youth 208 

FTom right to left, standing: Norma DaVar, Alice 
and Tom Burke, Lyn.n Johnson, Robin Grimson 
and some of the youth of Mayaguez. 

New Bahd'i, at right, holding a fireside with new 
seekerB'. 

Ruben Betancourt and Tom Burke during a break in 
a Goals Committee meetin" at Casa BaM'£. 

7 

T 
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by 

Hand of the Cause Abu'I-Qasim Fai.1 

IN ie.AN THERE ARE VILLAGES where many of the people 
embraced the Baha'i Faith in the early hours 

of the dawn of the Age of Baha'u'11ah. It is amazing how 
these illiterate and incredibly impoverished people, 
ignorant of the outside world, could ever comprehend 
the significance of this great Cause with its world
embracing power, and its many new principles fitted 
for an age they could scarcely imagine. However I when 
one visits these villages to meet these radiant souls, the 
secret of their early attachment to the Faith is uncov
ered. In these remote places were a few divinely 
inspired men, luminous stars who, in the last hours of 
the night prior to this glorious dawn, prepared their 
fellows by telling them about the impending advent of 
the Promised One, and by warning them against heed
lessness. Each one of these villages has had its own 
hero and its pwn unique history. 

Such a village of the dawn is Sayessan, an unpreten
tious, almost forbidding village of stone and mud in the 
barren mountains some forty miles southwest of 
Tabriz. in Persian Adltirbayjfm, not far from Lake 
Urmia, its inhabitants Persians of Turkish origin. It is a 
village whose sons were renowned for their bravery and 
their loyalty; and today it is renowned for identifying it
self as a Baha'i village with that same bravery and loy
alty now dedicated to the Cawe of God. In the 1830's, 
here as in other communities throughout iran, there 
were men who told of the glad tidings of the glorious 
dawn soon to be. Their message of promise was the 
preparation which the vilJagers brought to their decla
rations, services and sacrifices the moment they heard 
about the advent of the Promised One. 

Mulia Asad'utllah was the sage who trained and 
readied his fellow Sayessanis by constantly reminding 
them of the Great Day, the Day of Judgment, that Day 
when sons would run away from their fathers, and 
when mothers would choose to abandon their own 
children. In his exhortations he emphasized that each 
one must purge his heart of all else save the love of the 
Promised One, so that his penetrating effulgence would 
accept their mirror hearts as its abode. 

One day when Mulla Asad'u'llah, followed by a group 
of his students from Sayessan, was walking through a 
narrow lane in Tabriz, a well-known mujtahid of that 
city passed by. He was Mulla MuJ:tammad-i-Mamaqimi, 
one-eyed, energetic, a vehement controversialist and 
traditionalist, a man accorded great respect by the 
people, who always gave way before his passage. But 
Mulla Asad'u'llah covered his face with his cloak, 
refusing to look upon the countenance of this man of 
high priestly estate. The companions were astounded, 
for their mentor was a model of humility and temper
ate good-conduct. 

Returning to the village, the young disciples enroute 
asked Mulla Asad 'u'llah to explain this apparently 
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grave breach of etiquette, this seeming almost-insult to 
a highly placed leader of religion of great prestige in 
the dty and region. To their even greater astonishment 
he replied, with deep feelings of sorrow and anger, that 
'IThis man will sign the death warrant of the Promised 
One, and I did not desire to see his face. Beware! When 
you hear the news of His advent, and of His martyrdom 
in Tabriz, you must all respond to His call!U 

Villagers Accept The Bab 

This saintly soul, his seer's vision having readied his 
followers, died before the Advent. But those he had 
trained and sensitized, his faithful disciples, remained 
vigilant, listening for reports of a Great One who would 
be done to death by the order of the s arne one-eyed 
mujtahid and some of his colleagues. Thus expectant, 
they heard in 1850 of the execution in Tabriz barracks 
square of a certain Siyyid 'Ali Mu1).ammad of Shiraz, 
one who called Himself the Bab and who asserted that 
He was the Qa 'im. The Sayessanis gathered all news of 
this young man who threatened the authority of the 
priests and the governor so gravely that these men of 
power felt He must be killed. And it was true. The 
Promised One of their prophecies and of Asad'u'llah's 
vision had come. In a wave of excitement and convic
tion 2700 of the almost 3000 inhabitants of the Sayessan 
area became Bahis, embracing the new Faith of God. 
Isolated from the central pressures of government, they 
continued bold and fearlessly outspoken in their new 
Faith, and so became the target of frequent persecu
tions. Many times daring souls among them were taken 
prisoners to Tabriz, and even to Til:tran. But they never 
wavered in their constancy and fortitude. And when 
there came the news to Iran of the Declaration of 
Husayn-'Ali of NUT, that greatest Bahi known as Jimib'i 
Bah", or Baha'u'llah, in Ba@dild, all rapidly accepted 
the new Teacher who was the fulfillment of the Bab's 
own Book. 

Many persons from Sayessan made their pilgrimages 
to the Holy Land to see Baha'u'llah during the years 
following His exile to 'Akka in Palestine. Some stayed 
on in the Holy Land to serve their Loved Ones. Among 
such was the well-known Isma'il A@a, the trusted and 
faithful gardener of the Master 'Abdu1-Baha. He it was 
who, after the Ascension of the Master in 1921, was so 
overcome with grief that he sought to commit suicide 
by gashing his throat behind the Shrine of the Bab, 
near the Holy Place where Baha'u'llah had pitched His 
tent. Fortunately he was found very early by Dr. 
Lotfu'Uah Hakim and Mr, Curtis Kelsey and was taken 
to the hospital where, exhorted by a loving message 
from the Greatest Holy Leaf who expressed her hope 
that she would see him once more serving in the 
gardens of the Master's house, he accepted treatment 
and was healed. Thereafter he served with such love, 

'r .~ .. 
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Ismd'U A{Lh.a of Sayessan the trusttt gardener oj the Master 
who also served the Guardian tOT many years. 

devotion and utter sincerity that when he passed to the 
Abbit Kindom the Guardian ordered this epitaph to be 
engraved on his resting place: "The Sign of Steadfast
ness and Faithfulness," 

Travel to 'AH" 

During the days when Bahatu'lhih was under house 
arrest, imprisoned in the city of 'Akka, the first small 
group of Baha'is from Sayessan set out on foot, circa 
1878. After crossing more than 700 miles of desert and 
mountains and enduring many hardships they at last 
attained to the presence of their Beloved One. R adia t
ing such love and simple sincerity. and uttering such 
innocently provincial remarks, by their zeal and enthu
siasm they brought great happiness to the heart of the 
Blessed Perfection, saddened by the burdens of His 
incarceration. 

They wore their Sayessani clothing, suited of course 
to the far more rigorous climate of the northwest 
mountains of iran. Their large fur hats became the 
particular target of the street children in 'Akka; these 
wild and untrained children found them sO strange and 
amusing that they followed the pilgrims about, jeering, 
taunting, making fun of them ceaselessly. When they 
told 4Abdu'I·Baha of this ridicule He simply advised 
them to wear the ordinary fezzes of the men of 'Akka. 
On the very next day they came into the Master's 
presence each wearing a newly·acquired red fez. He 
smiled infectiously, and with appreciation called them 
"the red·hatted soldiers of the Blessed Beauty." 

Soon the believers from Sayessan became familiar 
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with the prevailing bitter conditions of confinement 
within the fortress of 'Akk1t. Their hearts brimmed with 
sorrow for the Holy Ones, for they were surprised that 
such inadequate food was given the exiles, with no 
fresh vegetables. The bad-tasting water, the poor diet, 
the prevalence of epidemics of every kind. the barren 
city with scarcely a blade of grass inside its forbidding 
double walls, all evoked sadness and a deep rage. 
Worst of all, the Blessed Beauty with His great love of 
the open spaces, of the mountains and the gardens, of 
flowers and trees and all the beauty of the natural 
world had not been able to walk abroad for about nine 
long years. Therefore, one day when in His presence 
the pilgrims opened. their hearts and entreated Him: 

HeOme to our village," they proposed. "Here in 
'Akka it is warm and damp, and there are no trees." 

BWe cannot," replied the Beloved. 
"We promise that the weather will be more agree· 

a hIe, and we will do everything we can to make you 
more comfortable. ,. 

"\Ve cannot. We are imprisoned here." 
"Imprisoned"?" they replied, with tears in their eyes. 

Hlmprisoned! Who CQuld ever do that to you? You are 
the King of this world." 

But the Blessed Beauty could not be released from 
bondage even by these boldest and most resolute of His 
followers, for God's destiny had ordained His lifetime 
stay in the Holy Land, that place of fulfillment of 
prophecies for all mankind. 

Bah"'u'lI,,h', Gift to Say ... ,a" 

One day they knew that they must return, full of 
sorrow that they could not rescue Him as they desired. 
But before their departure Baha'u'llah gave them some 
of the simple food of the prison, calling their particular 
attention to the potatoes in the meal. "Plant this in 
your village," He ordered. "It is good." Since they 
were farmers by occupation. they learned eagerly from 
the local growers of potatoes about this strange vegeta
ble. And on their departure they carried back a stock of 
seed potatoes for planting in their fields. There in 
Agnirbayjan soil the potatoes flourished, as the Sayes-
sani Baha'is adopted the "new" crop advised by Baha· 
'u'llah. As time passed, the potatoes were adopted by 
the farmel's of the area, and became so staple and vital 
a food, so much a supplement for the grains upon which 
they had perennially depended from time immemorial, 
that several times the whole province was relieved by 
potatoes of Sayessan of the threat of famine which so 
often afflicted it. 

The sorrows that all had felt in 'Akka, that grim city, 
continued throughout the long journey homeward 
across desert and mountains. It continued during their 
days of recounting to their fellows what they had heard 
and learned and confirmed during those priceless hours 
of spiritual bounty_ So touched were they by the depri
vations of the Blessed Beauty that they resolved to do 
what they could about it. 

Among the villagers who had travelled on that pil
grimage were two who bore the same name, MuJ}.am· 
mad. As there were no family surnames to distinguish 
them one from the other, the friends called them 
Mul;Lammad the first and MuQ.ammad the second. To· 
gether they suggested to their fellow Baha'is that 
nothing could be more befitting than flowers for such a 
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Beloved. And what flower better than the fragrant 
narcissus, in Persia a symbol of purity and love, a 
symbol too of the coming of the spring and the joyful 
passing of lifE" out from the darkness and cold of 
winter! 

Some months later, after prayerful preparations, the 
two Mul;1ammads again set out afoot for faraway 
'Akka. But now each carried precious pots of narcissus 
bulbs on their shoulders, leaving their scant belongings 
to be carried by two plodding donkeys. Their way was 
difficult, for the roads were always perilous from brig
ands and weather, and the authorities and soldiers at 
the several borders they must cross. With the light of 
love in their hearts these two sturdy, brave men over
came the hardships of a journey which the comfort
seeking, safety-conscious modern person might view 
with trepidation or see as unwise. But where there is 
the light of love in the darkness of the material world 
men are willing, nay joyous in taking daring steps over 
every obstacle 1 

'Abdu'l-Baha. described the arrival of the bearers of 

The Bahd'is of Sayessan gatheT at the 
entrance of their villa.ge to receive 
their guest •. 

,., .... , ......... -
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Baha'i youth oj Sayessan advancing in 
two rows to Tp.ceive their guests. 

the narcissi to the first group of pilgrims who visited 
Him at the end of World War r. in 1919. "When the end 
of their wearisome journey drew nigh, and the city of 
'Akka was unfolded to their expectant eyes, and when 
their gaze fell upon the majestic mansion which 
marked the limit of their destination, they forgot in a 
glance all their sufferings and cares, attained the gate 
with sore feet, swollen and blistered, and falling pros
trate on the ground laid at the feet of the Blessed 
Beauty the token of their undying devotion, which they 
carried with such zeal and love. 0, what a shower of 
blessings and of bounty and of favor were poured upon 
them t Their gift of living beauty was not only accepted, 
but was considered to be the most precious gem that 
could ever be presented. the richest and tinest gift in 
the world. To His bestowals and expressions of accep
tance and appreciation these pilgrims muttered repeat
edly and wholeheartedly their sincere wish of 'Janem 
sanah @orbanela! "Make me the sacrifice; redeem 
and save my soul!" 
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One 01 the oMest photos oj the friends 
of Sallessan. Th.ird from the left is one 
of the two who carried the flowers 
to 'Akkd. 

NOTES: So proud were the families of theSe two valiant Baha'is 
that they adopted the names ''The First" and "The Second" 
as their surnames when this was legally required. in recent 
times. Hence these Sayessani families are now identifiable 
throughout the Baha'i world by their last names: Awwal and 
Thani. 

In the winter of 1935, in company with dearly loved Davood 
Toeg, then Chairman of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
'Iraq, and with Rahmat Ala'i of 'fihran, the author visited 
Sayessan. thus following in the footsteps of Martha Root and 
Keith Ransom-Kehler. Hundreds of young boys and girls, 
knowing of our coming, walked miles to meet us and, with 
their colorful dress and high spirits, formed two most attrac
tive and picturesque guide groups taking us to their famous 
village, 

The older Baha'IS were gathered in the I:laziratu'l-Quds 
awaiting us, Mul)ammad the First was still living, but very 
aged, his eyes failing. When Rahmat Ala'i embraced him, 
MUQammad held him firm and whispered in his ear: "Are 
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you the son of N az.emul Hokama, who was the court pbysi
cian?" 

Startled by the question, Rahmat answered: "Yes, I am; but 
how did you know me whom you have never seen before?" 

A. very beautiful smile appeared on the old man's face, and 
he said: "When some of us were prisoners because of our 
Faith, your father as the court physician used to come to the 
prison to see the sick prisoners. We Baha'is were in a single 
room, He used to come and embrace everyone 01 us, I can't 
see yOU, but when you embraced me, I smelled his perfume. 

There are those who recognize every perfume: the perfume 
of good men, the fragrance of the narcissus, but particularly 
the perfume of the spirit of God in the world, 

So remarkable these Baha'i are in their love to the friends 
and hospitality towards them that in their intense longing 
to remember the blissful occasion of their visits they name 
children after their guests. There is no wonder it you see a 
litlle charming girl passing by and the people call. her "Miss 
Martharoot" or "Mrs. Kehler Kbanum," 

Some Bahd'i women in Sallessan in 
their coloTful dress. 

...... ".-
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International News Briefs 

Mexico 
The pioneer to Oaxaco, Mexico. Marilyn Bierman 

reports: "In Oaxaco, in the southern part of Mexico we 
now have over two-hundred and fifty believers, and 
seventy-five of these entered the Faith in the last three 
and one-half months. Next to Yucatan, we are the most 
dynamic and growing State in the country. We now 
have sent out our first Oaxaqueno, a traveling 
teacher. II 

India 
Five goal villages have been selected for teaching in 

Poona, with two groups of Baha'is making every effort 
to bring as many people into the Faith as possible, In 
Poona there have been 200 enrollments in one month 
and a teaching conference was held in Waranghusi 
village. The first teachers' seminar was held at Nasik 
when fifty high school teachers, including some women, 
expressed a keen interest in the Faith. The teachers 
were invited to hear the Baha'i point of view on 
education as well as the other teachings of Baha'u'llith. 
Three villages 9,re developing to become the first a11-
Baha'i villages of Bihar. Two teaching conferences 

Bolivia 
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have been held at village Jevel, and Mr. Dinesh Prasad 
Verma, a traveling teacher, is assisting the Area Teach
ing Committee in its efforts to achieve the goa1s of the 
Nine Year Plan. 

New Centers in Burma 
The National Spiritual Assembly of Burma reports a 

successful 700 mile teaching trip through that country 
by an Auxiliary Board member and four members of 
the National Spiritual Assembly. At Magwe, where they 
stayed three days, they taught the Faith to fifty and 
were rewarded with twelve declarations. The new 
friends, all of whom are of Buddhist background. plan 
to establish a local Spiritual Assembly at RiQ,van. Next 
at Sadainbgan, a few miles away, there was much 
interest among the group of over thirty who gathered to 
hear of Baha 'u'llith and eight persons declared, thus 
increasing the number of believers in that village to 
make possible the formation of a local Assembly in 
April. In the village of Kanbya near Payapye~ where 
there is a local center, thirteen pe<Jple, including six 
women embraced the Faith of Baha'u'Uah, thereby 
opening a new center. In Payapye and Layde, where 
Baha'i communities already exist t meetings were held 
for consolidation and plans were made for construction 
of local I:Ia?iratu'l-Quds in the near future. 

At the fifth annual youth conjeTence held in J.anuary in Cocnambama, Bolivia. 

r 
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Memorial Service Honors Pioneers 
A memorial service was held Saturday. March 29 in 

the House of Worship in Wilmette to honor the memo
ries of five pioneers and Knights of Baha'u'Uah who 
have passed to the 'Abha Kingdom in recent months. 
There was a period of silent meditation followed by 
appropriate readings of prayers and selections from the 
writings of Baha'u'llah. 

Those remembered at this time were: 
Mrs. Maria C. Holmlund who, as Maria Ciocca pio

neered, when only twenty-four years old, to Sardinia in 
1953 and was named a Knight of Baha 'u'lhih for open
ing that island to the Faith. She later married John 
Holmlund and together they served steadfastly until 
her death in August 1968 on the eve of the first historic 
Oceanic Conference in nearby Palermo, Sicily. 

Mr. Alvin Blum who spent all of his Baha'i life as a 
pioneer and attained the honor of being named Knight 
of Baha'u'Uah in 1954 when he and his wife went to the 
Solomon Islands. He passed away there in September. 

Mrs. Sara Kenney pioneered in 1953 to Madeira 
Island. off the coast of Portugal, and was named a 
Knight of Baha'u'llah. Later in France she served as a 
member of its first National Spiritual Assembly. Her 
passing occured in September while traveHing in En
gland. 

Mrs. Maud Bosio, an early member of the Italian 
Baha'i community played an important role in the 
development of the Faith in that country and per
formed many services in preparation for the First 
Oceanic Conference in Sicily. She died in October. 

Mrs. Loyce Lawrence who, early in 1953 volunteered 
to pioneer to the far-northern Lofoten Islands beyond 
the Arctic Circle, thus attaining the honor of being 
listed among the Knights of Baha'u'llah. She witnessed 
the formation of a local Spiritual Assembly in Svolvaer 
and the National Spiritual Assembly of Norway, on 
which she served. She passed away in December in 
Trondheim, Norway. The friends in Norway held ser
vices in Oslo, Stavanger and Bergen to honor this 
dearly loved servant of Baha'u'IIa.h. In addition to love 
for this dedicated soul and grief over her loss the 
believers were stirred to a renewed dedication to carry 
out the work for Baha 'u'lhlh. 

A Teaching Trip Through the Cameroons 

A member of the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Cameroons, in Mrica, recently took a twenty-eight day 
trip in that country, travelling 4,000 kilometers (2,484 
miles) on rough roads. The results were eighty-seven 
new believers, eighty-two of whom reside in thirty
seven newly opened localities. Seventeen new tribes 
were enrolled. Mr. Jawad J. Mughrabi reports: 

HOn the way to Edea and with the guidance of the 
Beloved, the Headmaster of the Catholic school in 
ViHage Bonepoupa declared and the first center was 
opened to the Faith. In Edea we spent two nights. One 
declaration was received with four more after we left, 
making a community of eleven believers. A little before 
we reached Yaounde, two more centers were opened. 

Il 

"The Yaounde Assembly is already doing tremen
dous teaching visits to neighboring villages and towns . 
. . and has every determination to increase their efforts 
in the teaching field as well as encouraging and deepen
ing the friends there . . . 

I< ••• we moved through the Eastern Region and later 
into the Northern Region where many communities 
were opened to the Faith of Baha'u'llah. 

"Up north, the language problem started. French is 
very rarely spoken or understood except among the 
Moslem tribes. Naturally, English does not exist ... At 
Ngaoundere, I carefuHy considered the situation and 
dedded that because of very bad roads and lack of 
language I would do better to return to the south ... 
The result of our visit to the North was only six 
declarations in three localities." 

Rhodesia 
Two believers from Salisbury, Rhodesia in Africa 

took a teaching trip recently to the Chiweshe Reserve 
where they taught the Headman and his family about 
the Faith and then went on to teach for one day in the 
village. At the end of the day the Headman's three 
daughters and eight other people had enrolled as Ba
ha'is. Since then there has been more teaching in this 
area with the Chief and sub Chief recently enrolled. 
Chief Chiweshe planned to attend a Baha'i conference 
in Bulawayo. The believer, Pande, who has made many 
trips to the Chiweshe Reserve writes: 
"While we were teaching from house to house, some of 
the boys ran away to tell police that there is someone 
who is teaching Politics. Two polic"'men came to me 
and asked me some questions. I tOld them I do not 
teach Politics but Faith, They asked me, 'What kind of 
Faith are you teaching!" I told them the Baha'i Faith. 
They said, 'Who formed this Faith?' I told them that it 
was not formed by anyone. It is a religion from God 
brought by His messenger named Baha'u'llah. They 
said, 'We want to see your books.' I gave them my 
books. They said, lOh! You can carry on with your 
teaching." 

Malawi 
A teaching trip through Malawi by a memher of the 

National Spiritual Assembly of South Central Africa, 
Dennis Makiwa, brought joy and encouragement to the 
friends in Zomba, Limbe, Liwonde Village, Naminyuku, 
and Amalika Forest. The trip to Liwonde Village took 
him and veteran Baha'i teacher George Mpyaila on a 
sixteen~mile walk in heavy rain, but when the visitors 
arrived they found many people gathered and of the 
thirty-one who heard of the Faith from their talk. five 
declared. 

Zambia 
One community in Zambia, during Intercalary Days, 

made sweets and took them to children who were 
crippled by polio. Another year they took the same gift 
to leper children. 
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Intercalary Days Observed 
Throughout the u.s. 

The BaM'j Community of Saata Moniut California 
hosted an Intercalary Days service project for the children 
and the Spanish-speaking mofhers of the local Head Start 
program with an afternoon puppet show, an informal party 
of games, and a baby shower for the mothers-to-be in the 
class. The announcements were written in English and 
Spanish and were given each mother by their English 
teacher, a Baha'i. The response to the Baha'i invitation 
was truly a sign of God's power as eight cars - filled to 
capacity - were needed to transport the friends to the 
park. 

Baha'Is helped in the transportation, supervision of the 
puppet show, handling of the games for the hundred 
children, and in hosting the shower for the twenty Mexican
American mothers, three of whom were given shower gifts 
for their new arrivals. 

Although direct teaching was not the main objective of 
the project, spontaneous conversations tended to center on 
the Faith with the Spanish-speaking Baha'is. An estimated 
130 guests were in attendance. 

The Santa Monica Baha'is now ask themselves if another 
similar event shouldlt't be planned, with emphasis placed 
on direct teaching, telling them it was the love of 
Ba..M'u'IMh which they experienced with the Baha'is. With 
perserverance, consultation, God's gUidance, and complete 
love and unity a small band of believers can and did attract 
a minority group. 

Intercalary Days activities for the Salt Lake County. 
Utah, Bam'is included presentation of a fifteen volume set 
of child craft books and a ten volume set of science books to 
the Salt Lake City Community Action Program Center. 
They also held a party attended by several interested 
seekers and highlighted by dramatic readings from the 
Writings. 

The play ''The Wonder Lamp" was given by the Children's 
Class (aged five through eleven years) of the Great Falls, 
Montana, Bah.3'is, for children of a local Catholic 
orphanage. The evening was a joyous occasion for the 
Baha'is, children and nuns present as all were caught up 
into a song fest following the play. Later, the Bah3'[s 
invited seekers to an uOpen Feast", begun with a potluck, 
and followed by an explanation of Feast, Fast, and 
Intercalary Days and a stimulating question and answer 
session. An Intercalary Days gift to the gathering from a 
Baha'i was a slide program. 

The Baha'i Children's Class of Ventura County J.D., 
California, celebrated the days by including non-Baha'I 
relatives and friends at a party with an inexpensive gift 
exchange. Children from two to twelve years old presented 
a program of songs, memorized prayers, an explanation of 
the Baha'i calendar and a reading of "Blessed is the Spot", 
illustrated by art work from previous classes. A box of 
toys, some of them favorites "sacrificed" by the givers, was 
filled to give to the children in a ward at the local state 
mental hospitaL 

Iqlewood Judicial District in Southern California 
observed Intercalary Days with a potluck for Baha'is and 
guests, several becoming interested in learning more about 
the Faith. 
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BaM'is at Salt Lake County, Ucah present book.!!' to the: 
Library. Edw.lllrd Parker and M.,s. Barbara Parker. BaM'is, 
a-re .shown w1-th th.e fifteen volume set of Child Craft Books 
and the ten volu.me science ut which th.e Bahd.'is gave to the 
Ub1'artI of the Salt Lake City Community Action Program 
Center. 

BaM'{s from Keokuk, Iowa. and Kir ... ville, Miuouri 
attended the Ayyam-i-Ha party and program which was 
planned by the Melrose- Township, Illinois, BahA'(s and 
supported by the friends from the Quincy community. Held 
near Quincy. the program was designed particularly for 
young people and attracted thirty-nine adults plus 
children. The musical program was given by youth from 
Illinois Wesleyan College, Bloomington. A panel discussion 
on the Faith was followed by a question and answer 
session. Attending were students from a local CathoHc 
seminary. 

The Astoria and the Clatsop County Baha'is of 0reJ0n" 
who have been working together in extension teaching, 
held an Intercalary Day public meeting in SeaSide, Oregon. 
For six weeks prior to the meeting the Seaside radio station 
carried The World in Harmony tape series on Sunday 
mornings. 

Millwood, Washinlton, and Spokane County 
Commissioner's Districts No.1, No.2. and No . .3 joined the 
Spokane Community for festivities including group 
singing, games and a gift exchange. IndianapolilJ Indiana 
friends held a dinner at a local restaurant and an at-home 
party, both attended by many seekers. 

A pro~ram of readings based on "happiness" was part of 
the Fort Meyerl and Lee County, Florida, celebration. A 
slide program reviewed the introduction of the Faith into 
Fort Myers in 1959, and pioneer work in the Bahamas from 
1954-59. The press gave the event good publicity. 

Intercalary observances were festive and varied in the 
Southern California District No.2. Among them were a 
party and gift exchange, at La Mesa; a food and clothing 
donation to poverty families, at Santa Ana, luncheons and 
parties, at River!ilide; luncheons and evening parties, and 
gift giving to about 60 patients at an old people's home, at 
Jurupa J.D.; a large potluck and a children's party, at 
Victorville and Victor J.D.; an early morning breakfast, at 
Escondido; and a large party held at a mobile home estates, 
at Oceanside. 
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On the U,S, Homefront 

Members of the local SpiTituaJ Assembly Of the BaM'is of 
El Paso. Texas which was incorporated December 6, 1968, Left 
to right. reaT: Nolan R. Hall~es. Mrs, Rosena E. Ha.yles. Robert 
L. Bcalts, Mrs. June Spri.nger, Mrs, Mischa A. Terry; front: 
Robert Springer, Mrs, Gloria. Barding, Ronald G. Barding, 
Mr.s. Catherine ATenas. 

Members of the local Spiritual Assembly of Lower Bucks 
County. Penm-ylvania f01'med at Ri4van 1968. Left to right, 
rear: Marie Proctor, acting secretaTtl; Lemuel Silver. Bill 
Proct07", Cheryl Newcomer. treasurer; James Bruce, tibrarian; 
front: Bin Howe, chairman; Anna Mikuriya. vice chaiTma.nj 
Jean Bruce, Sue Howe. 

RIGHT: 
Local SpiTitual Assembly of the BaM'fs oj New BerHn, Wis
consin recentl-y inco1':Porated. Left to Tight, Tear: Dr. Francis 
Gilbert, chairman; Jean Luaerus, secretary; Car! Reimer, 
JeMie Reimer. Tom BiUington; front: Evelyn Gilbert, Lor
Ta.ine Witt, tTea.stLreT; Agnes Puza, lone BiHington, vice chair
ma11.. 

.- ........... ,-
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The Southwestern Baha', Winter School 

The winter session at the Southwestern Baha'i School, 
Bridgeport, Texas, on December 26-29, was a warm and 
rewarding experience for the hundred and ten who 
attended. 

Adult classes were highly informative and covered 
many aspects of the Faith. Continental Board of Coun
sellor member, Miss Edna True, covered the founda
tion of our Baha'i lives, "The Covenant", with special 
attention given to the Institution of the Guardianship, 
the Hands of the Cause of God, the Auxiliary Board 
members, and the functions and duties of the newly 
established Continental Board of Counsellors. 

Miss Thelma Jackson presented a course on "Spirit
ual and Administrative Principles for a New World 
Order", a timely and important subject. 

Walker Jensen's class was ·'Progress of a Progres
sive Faith", which provided much helpful information 
on the history of our Faith. 

Mrs. Margaret Jensen brought aUf attention to "The 
Individual Baha'i", and how the Covenant, Administra· 
tion and history relate to him in his spiritual growth 
and his service to the Cause. 

The youth enjoyed daily sessions with Mrs. Jensen, 
some classes with the adults, and special sessions with 
the other teachers. 

For the children, five teachers conducted well-pre
pared classes which kept them spiritually, mentally, 
physically, and musically occupied. 

An evening highlight of the school was the children's 
chorus led by Mrs. Marjorie Heath, a talent show put 
on by the youth, and a humorous play which drew out 
talent from unexpected sources. It was entitled HDes
peraie Desmond" and was written and directed by Don 
Newby. 

All in all, the enthusiasm of the school was high and 
many said they were looking forward to the summer 
session. The setting itself is conducive to building a 
relaxed and spiritual atmosphere. The camp is located 
in an isolated area, and the modem main building has 
huge windows which overlook an ever changing lake. 
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International News Briefs 

Japan 

Auxiliary Board member Mr. Hideya Suzuki who 
married Miss Ruth Walbridge, an American pioneer in 
Japan. has voluntarily dedicated all of his time to 
serving the Cause. These two devoted souls, westerner 
and easterner. left Tokyo for Hakkaido Island which is 
the most responsive teaching field in Japan. They had 
the privilege of meeting Hand of the Cause Dr. Ra1)ma
tu'llah Muhiljir there and formulated their teaching 
plans with his assistance. 

Brunei 

The visit of four members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Malaysia to the believers in Brunei was a 
unique occasion for the believers. Tony Fernandez, 
Inbam Chinniah, Nagaratnam and Shantha Sundram 
brought a spirit of friendliness and enthusiasm and 
helped in many ways to further the Cause. They con
ducted a teaching conference in Supan Besar, Ulo 
Tutong which was very successful and gave talks in 
Benutan which resulted in four new declarations ... 

A local l:Iaziratu'I~Quds in Benutan, Brunei is ninety 
percent completed. In order to complete it the National 
Spiritual Assembly has agreed to aid the local friends 
on a °dollar to dollar" basis. 

o 
The second Baha'i wedding conducted by the Baha'i 

Assembly of New Plymouth, New Zealand, received 
front page publicity in the Daily News of that city. The 
bride is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dewing, a New 
Zealand pioneer family, and the groom, William Sed
don is a Maori, 

Baha"; in fhe News 
WTiting on the Ground by Wellesley Tudor Pole, 

published by Neville Spearman, Ltd., London, 1968 
includes a final section giving a sympathetic account of 
the Baha'i Faith and its teachings. 

Having been personally acquainted with the Master, 
he recounts a number of personal experiences including 
the part he played in safeguarding 'Abdu'l-Baha and 
His family during the Palestine campaign in 1918. He 
also reI a tes anum ber of examples of the Master's 
remarkable power to predict future events, 

Bahd'/ Books 

New Edition of British Compilation 

A new edition of the Pattern of Baha'i Life (a 
comoilation from the British Publishing Trust) is now 
available. This is a revised format, with drawing of the 
German Baha'i Temple on the cover. The price of this 
booklet has been reduced and should be changed ac
cordingJy on the catalog supplementary list. Per copy 
$.50. 

Paperbound Edition of Portals Reissued 
Portals to Freedom is the story of jAbdu'l-Baha's 

visit to America, the historically unique account by a 
noted Bahati teacher, then a Unitarian minister who 
met the Master in New York in 1912. The authentic 
record of 'Abdu'l-Baha's written and spoken teachings 
exists elsewhere, This is a personal account, written by 
Howard Colby Ives, which brings the Master to warm 
life and His message close to the heart, 

Per copy ....................................... $2.00 
(Please enter this in catalogs, along with clothbound 
edition already listed.) 

Orders jor above titles should be sent to Baha'i Publish
ing Trust, 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091. 
Individuals should order through their locallibTarians. 

Baha'I. House of Worship 
Wilmette. Illinois 

Daily Visiting Houfs 
10:00 a.m. to 9 p.m. (after May 15) 

Sunday Devotions 
3 to 3:30 p.m. 

Sunday Public Meetin9' 
3:45 p.m. 

He closes the book by saying" "Baha'is believe 
that the Local and National Assemblies, and the Uni
versal House of Justice now formed, is the divinely 
appointed framework for building World Unity and 
peace, prophesied by Jesus, The Christ, when He said, 
'and there shall be One Fold and One Shepherd.' " 

W. Tudor Pole passed away September 13, 1968. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States, as a news 
organ reporting current activities of the Baha'i world community. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee. Managing Editor ~ Mrs. Eunice 
Braun, International Editor; Miss Charlotte Lin1oot., National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C, Parmelee. 

Material must be received by the twenty-fifth of the second month preceding date of issue, Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, lllinois 60091, U.S.A, 

Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Center, 112 Linden Avenue, WilmettlE'. Illinois. U,S.A. 60091. 
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Nine Conferences Inspire Rededication 
Believers Throughout U.S. and Canada Attend Conferences 

Arranged by the Continental Board of Counsellors for 
North America. 

Over three thousand Baha'is and their guests, from 46 
states, 9 provinces of Canada, 2 territories, 2 islands of 
the Pacifi·c, and 9 foreign countries gathered together 
from December 6, 1968 to March 2. 1969, throughout 
Canada and the United States for a series of nine 
momentous week·end deepening conferences. 

Arranged by the newly appointed Continental Board 
of Counsellors for North America and carried out in 
collaboration with the National Spiritual Assemblies of 
Canada and the United States, the conferences were 
held in Montreal. Quebec; Oshawa, Ontario; Atlanta, 
Georgia; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Los Angeles, 
California; St. Louist Missouri; Phoenix, Arizona; Sas
katoon, Saskatchewan; and Vancouver, British Colum~ 
bia. 

The conferences were inspired by the 1967 RiQ.van 
Message from the Universal House of Justice in which 
that supreme body called upon us to deepen ourselves 
in the fundamental teachings of our Faith; namely, 
"What is Baha'u'llah's purpose for the human race? 
For what ends did He submit to the appalling cruelties 
and indignities heaped upon Him'l' What does He mean 
by 'a new race of men'? What are the profound changes 
He will bring about'?" 

Purpose: A Campaign of Deepening 

Choosing as their theme "The Spiritual Descendants 
of the Dawnbreakers" the Continental Board of Coun
sellors, through these nine historic conferences, 
launched a massive campaign of deepening. 

Bahd'i chorus adds to the joy of the St. Louis Confe.rence. 

At the Conference in Philadelphia, Hand at the Caw:e John 
Roberts, center, with those who paTticipated Q.S' speake-no 

All of the conferences except the one in Phoenix, 
Arizona, were blessed by the presence of a Hand of the 
Cause; Mr. Zikru'llah Khadem, Mr. John Robarts or 
Mr. William Sears. They were joined by members of 
the Continental Board of Counsellors for North Ameri· 
ca: Lloyd Gardner, Mrs. Florence V. Mayberry, Miss 
Edna True and their Auxiliary Board; Ted Anderson, 
Howard Brown. Fred Graham, Albert James, Chester 
Kahn, Curtis Kelsey, Mrs. J avidulglt Khadem, Dr. 
Peter Khan, Mrs. Jane McCants, Mrs. Katherine Me-
Laughlin, Mrs. Peggy Ross, Mrs. Velma Sherrill, and 
Dr. William M. Tucker. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of Canada was rep
resented at the conferences by: Tom Anaquod, Angus 
Cowan, Roland Estall, Douglas Martin, and Ed Mut
tart. Representatives of the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the United States were: Franklin Kahn, Dr. Firuz 
Kazemzadeh, Jack McCants, Glenford Mitchell and 
Paul Pettit. 

Program of the Three Day Sessions 

Eight of the conferences were preceded on Friday 
evening by sessions on "The Local Spiritual Assembly" 
or "Building the Baha'i Communitytt. These pre-ses
sions prepared the believers spiritually and mentally 
for the conferences since they were conducted by the 
Hands of the Cause who emphasized the following 
points: 

It is the duty of every believer to serve on a local 
spiritual assembly if elected. 
The spiritual assembly must face its responsibilities 
and the believers must abide by its decision since it 
is the foundation of the World Order. 



The Continental Boara of CounseU01'S' Conference in Los Ange[es was attended by over 800. 

The power of the Supreme ConcOurse is available to 
all the believers and it will enable an assembly to win 
great victories. 
Since it was impossible for a Hand of the Cause to be 

at Phoenix, their special session on Friday evening 
began with moving prayers for the Baha'is of the 
Middle East and for Baha'is everywhere laboring to 
erect the World Order of Baha'u'llah. Auxiliary Board 
member, Dr. Peter Khan, then spoke on the principle of 
organic unity and showed how it provides the basis for 
the functioning of local spiritual assemblies and Baha'i 
communities. 

The conferences were opened on Saturday morning 
by the Host assemblies, and featured moving addresses 
by the Hands of the Cause. In Montreal, the conference 
was doubly blessed since it was attended by both Mr. 
Kb-adem and Mr. Robarts. 

In Phoenix, Board of Counsellor member, Miss Edna 
True, opened the conference with a loving message of 
welcome, followed by talks on the development of the 
Institution of the Hands of the Cause by the AuxiliaTY 
Board members. 

The first part of each Saturday afternoon session was 
devoted to addresses on "The Covenant and God's 
Manifestations" and" 'Abdu'l-Baha, The Divine Archi
tect" . 

After refreshments were served, "Perspectives of the 
Nine Year Plan" were presented by a member of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Canada or the United 
States, followed by a very informative question and 
answer period. 

At the mid-point of the conferences, Saturday night, 
the friends had the great bounty of spending "An 
Evening With the Hand of the Cause". This session was 
opened with a musical program provided by Baha'i 
artists who throughout the conferences lent so much to 
the spirit of love, harmony. and unity by singing and 
playing many beautiful songs. 

The Hands of the Cause spoke on different subjects 
during this wonderful evening. Mr. Sears, in his presen
tation, hailed the formation of the Continental Boards of 

Counsellors as a step which would insure the continua
tion of the functions of protection and propagation 
throughout the Baha'i dispensation. Most of these ses
sions turned into question and answer periods on such 
subjects as pioneering and teaching. 

The final day of the conferences opened on Sunday 
morning with a panel speaking on "Baha'i Institutions: 
The Guardianship, the Universal House of Justice, The 
Hands of the Cause, and the National Spiritual Assem
bly" . 

The Panel was followed by a study of "The Revela
tion of Baha'u'llah" in which the speakers briefly 
reviewed Bahil'u'IUih's major books as outlined by the 
Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, in God Passes By. 

Most of the conferences closed the morning session 
with presentations on "The Path To True Liberty" with 
the speakers pointing out that only through obedience 
to the Baha'i laws can an indivjdual attain unto true 
liberty and progress toward God. 

Hands Speak on "Building A New World" 

It was with hearts overflowing with gratitude that the 
friends gathered for the final session to hear "the Chief 
Stewards of Baha!u'llah's embryonic World Common
wealth" speak on "Building a New World." 

Mr. Khadem said in Montreal that "with such appar
ent love and understanding of our weaknesses we shall 
do the work the rulers of the world failed to do, with 
Baha'u'Ufth's help." 

Mr. Robarts commented in Saskatoon that Hall devel
opment comes in three stages: pre-natal, earthly, and 
eternal, and that recognition of the purpose of the 
earthly existence was a beginning to building a new 
world. " 

Mr. Sears, speaking on "The Spiritual Descendants of 
the Dawnbreakers", closed the conference .in Los An
geles with these words: '~May this present conference 
be set ablaze as we leave here by thE:' memory of these 
heroes and heroines. Perhaps we can make a new 
beginning, a living sacrifice for these Dawnbreakers 
who nourished the tree of our blessed Faith with their 
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blood and stained the sands of Persia red that we might 
grow and prosper in this far off land so protected. tI 

The conferences inspired the Baha'is to increase their 
knowledge of the Faith, their involvement in its activi
ties, and their allegiance to its institutions. They left 
them determined to become "a new race of men" so 
they could turn into reality the goals of the Nine Year 
Plan. 

This was brought about by many different factors; 
paramount among them was the presence of the Hands 
of the Cause who through their spiritual inspiration, 
loving guidance and profound lmowledge provided the 
believers with a direct and positive connection with the 
Founders of the Faith. 

It was further enhanced by the inspiring addresses 
and actions of the Continental Board of Counsellors for 
North America whom many of the believers were 
meeting for the first time. 

The presences of members of the National Spiritual 
Assemblies of Canada and the United States created a 
feeling of unity between these national bodies and their 
national Baha'i communities and the excellent contri
butions of these representatives further increased the 
high spirit of the meetings. 

The conferences were a vivid portrayal of the organic 
unity of the World Order of Baha'u'lliih since they 
showed the Hands of the Cause, the Continental Board 
of Counsellors, their Auxiliary Board, national and 
local spiritual assemblies functioning in perfect har
mony and unity. This brought to the forefront the 
importance of the institutions of the Faith, and helped 
the Baha'js realize their position as members of a 
divinely ordained world order. 

During the conferences as the spirit increased it 
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manifested itself in many different ways. There wer€' 
eleven declarations in Philadelphia, six in Vancouver 
three in Oshawa, one each in Montreal, Saskatoon and 
St. Louis, for a total of twenty-three. Generous contribu
tions were sent to the National Baha'i Funds of Canada 
and the United States from a number of the confer
ences. 

The conference in Vancouver was by far the largest 
ever held in Canada with over 462 Baha'is participat
ing. However, it did not seem to matter if the registra
tion was small, as in Saskatoon where the attendance 
was 171, or large, as in Los Angeles with 819) the spirit 
was the same; one of JOY,love and re-dedication. 

Some Comments 

To convey how successful the conferences were and 
what a profound effect they had on the friends, a few 
comments are quoted: 

"The best thing that has happened to Philadelphia 
since 'Abdu'l-Baha.'s visit . ., 
"I signed my card eleven years ago but feel I started 
to become a Baha'i this past week-end." 
"Heaven on earth came to Philadelphia for a few 
blessed hours." 
"The love generated by all those Baha'is gathered 
together for all those sessions was something I shall 
never forget. That hall seeemed literally to vibrate 
with happiness." 
The effect of the conferences can be summed up by 

these words of a Saha'i who wrote that it was "neither 
inspiration nor stimulation alone; rather it was inspira
tional stimulation, leading to a re-oedication of self, 
will, heart, and life to this Cause!" 

Continental Boa-rd of Counsellors' Conference in Vancouver, Feb. 28-Mar. 2, 1969 
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New ija~iratu/l- Quds 
in Canada 

The Baha'is of Canada have purchased a new Temple 
property and l:1a~iratu'l-Quds in Markham Township. 
just northeast of metropolitan Toronto. The land is 
just over sixteen and a half acres, beautifully con
toured and wooded, with large open areas including a 
fine house with surrounding area most attractively 
landscaped. It will provide a very suitable ~a?iratu'l
Quds and center for many Baha'i undertakings. Pic
tures are shown here. 

...... , .......... ,-
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High Level Proclamation 
Continues in India 

Ever since the outstanding proclamation of the Faith 
that occurred during the holding of the Intercontinental 
Conference in New Delhi, India, in October 1967, the 
Baha'is have been indefatigable in their presentation of 
the book The Proclamation oj Bahci'uJHdh and certain 
other titles to outstanding leaders and dignitaries of 
that land. This aspect of Proclamation, inaugurated as 
a new dimension of Baha.?j activity by the Universal 
House of Justicey is again illustrated in a number of 
photos on this page, 

MembeT.'l' of the local Spirituat Assemb~y of Calcutta present 
Baha'i books to His Excellency Dharma ViTa, Governor of 
West Bengal. 

Bahd'is oj HydeTabad present The P['oclamation of Baha'u'Uah 
to the Governor of Andh1'a. His Exce[lency Khandubhai Desai. 

JUNE 1969 

Hi3 ExceUenCll Dhanna Vira, Governor of West Bengal look· 
ing at th.e book: Great Themes of Life presented to him by 
Baha'is of Calcutta. 

Indian pioneer Miss Zarangiz Altabi presented The Proclama
tion of Baha'u'llah to two officials of Goa. Sh.e is shown above 
with M1'. Anthony D'Souza. MinisteT ot Law am! Industry and. 
below she is shown presenting the book: to PTofeS801' G. Mallen
kaT. Minister oj Edu.cation. 
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THREE LIVELY CONFERENCES HELD IN SWEDEN 
The enthusiastic response to a teaching conference in 

Vasteras, Sweden, on November 9 and 10, sponsored by 
the National Teaching Committee, sparked two addi
tional conferences held in Uppsala, January 4 and 5, 
and in Goteborg, February 22 and 23. Between 40 and 50 
Baha'is and their guests attended each conference. 
Among the variety of subject matter presented were: 
Prayers and Meditations, Baha'i History, A Baha'i in 
Today's Society, Baha'u']lah's Proclamation, Adminis~ 
tratian, and Child Education. Each presentation was 
well received and followed by a lively discussion. 

Among the highlights were the eager participation of 
youth and the presentation of serious programs as well 
as music, and an excellent article that appeared in the 
Vasteras newspaper written by the cultural editor, a 
former clergyman, who stated that the Faith was very 
close to his heart. 

Baha'is came from eleven different cities to partici
pate in this happy learning experience, in the Unity 
Feasts, and to participate in the music. 

NORWAY PROCLAMATION PROGRESSES 
An interview on the Baha'i Faith appeared recently 

in a weekly magazine published in cormection with the 
newspaper Ajtenposten, which has the largest circula
tion of any newspaper in Norway (over 233,0(0) and 
reaches all parts of Norway. This was the widest 
proclamation of the Faith that Norway has ever had. 
The interview, covering three pages, was with a young 
Oslo Baha'i, Gunnar Lange-Nielsen, and was illustrated 
with colored pictures which he took of the Shrines of the 
Bah and Baha'u'llah while he was attending the Inter-
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national Convention. Headings in the article were on 
the History of the Faith; Administration; Why a Ba. 
ha'i; God's Messenger for our time; and the Baha'i 
Faith in Norway. A large picture of Gunnar appeared 
on tbe first page of the article under the title: liThe 
Baha'i Faith has 80 followers in Norway. U 

Other good publicity on the Faith was an article by a 
journalist, Nina Arkina, who wrote of her visit to the 
World Center in Magasint fOT AUe, a weekly journal of 
high standard. The article was an accurate, sympathe_ 
tic presentation of the Faith and appeared without any 
effort on the part of the believers for this publicity. 

International News Briefs 
Finland 

Baha'i students at Helsinki University had an oppor
tunity to participate in a panel discussion on Human 
High ts recently. Two hundred people listened to the 
discussion in which representatives from many coun
tries took part, each stUdent representing his own home 
country. Baha'is who participated were Fred Perry, 
Chandrika Kainari, and Samuel Vanthorn, representing 
the U.S.A., India, and Viet Nam, respectively. Copies of 
the speeches were also mimeographed in the Swedish 
language and given to members of the audience, with 
additional copies made available for future school dis
cussions. 

The Baha'i talks made a deep impression on the 
audience and in the "coffee break" discussion that 
followed, with newspaper and TV reports also making a 
positive account in their references to the Baha'i Faith. 

At the Teaching Conference held in Uppsala. Sweden. 
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Members at the panef and part of the audience who attended 
WOTld Religion Day meeting a.t the Uni'Versity CoUege, Nairobi, 
Kenya. on Janu.ary 19. Left to right: Ben LeVIJ, Mrs. Catherine 
Mboya, Aztz Yazdi, Mrs. B. Maani, Me1naban S~natH, Zablon 
Bolo. chairman. This picture was first pub~ished in the East 
African Standard and is reproduced with their peTmission. 

Bolivian Judge Asserts 
Appreciation of Bah,fj Principles 

Dr. Jorge Mendez Fernandez, one of the nine Su
preme Court judges in Bolivia who received a copy of 
the Baha'i Declaration for Human Rights. responded 
with an appreciative letter in which he first quoted 
almost entirely from Baha.'u'lh'ih," ... that all nations 
should become one in faith and all men as brothers ... " 
He was impressed that the National Spiritual Assem-

Study Course Held In Bolivia 

.................. , ......... 
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Press Symposium in Kenya 
The March 1st Press Symposium of the National 

Spiritual Assembly, arranged by the Public Relations 
Committee, was a happy and successful occasion in 
Nairobi. The speaker, Mr. Samuel Obura from Kisumu 
was very convincing in his portrayal of uThe Era oi 
Unity", and the audience responded with stimulating 
questions. Two members of the press listened intently, 
and on March 5 an excellent article about the event 
appeared in the Daily Nation. On the following day the 
same article, in Swahili, was published in Taijaleo. 
National Spiritual Assembly members from both Kenya 
and Tanzania were present as well as guests from New 
Guinea and Australia, Mr. and Mrs. Bluett and a 
number of not-yet Baha'is. 

The purpose of holding this press symposium was to 
facilitate reaching the masses by first familiarizing 
reporters with the teachings of the Faith. 

Prior to this event members of the Public Relations 
Committee and other Baha'is from Nairobi held a 
briefing at an informal dinner for members of the 
press. As a follow-up Committee members again met 
with Mr. Boaz Omori, Editor in Chief of the Nation/ 
Taifa. group and Mrs. George Nbugguss! Managing 
Editor of Tajfaleo, for further discussion of the Faith. 

bly of Bolivia had expressed themselves publicly in 
favor of human rights. He spoke of the fact that 
Baha'u'11ah, and later His Son, pronounced and dif
fused these principles in times of resistance to them. He 
also expressed the hope that more people will assimi
late the principJes of the Baha'i Faith and act in 
conformity with their goals to achieve internal peace, 
peace in their homes, and Universal Peace. 

Seven Departmental Study Courses, each of sir days duration, were held in Bolivia during the months of January through MaTch. 
1969. The phozos show (left) the group attending January 18-23 and (right) the group attending March 22-26 i.n the Department 
a.t La Paz. The students attending these courSes weTe aH volunteer Baha'i teacherS. 
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BAHA'I BOOK PUBLICIZED IN BRAZIL 
BY LITERARY PANEL 

The atmosphere for the introduction of the book 
PrescTiption fOT Living in the Portuguese language had 
already been prepared when Rul:tiyyih Khanum, Hand 
of the Cause of God, visited Porto Alegre in January 
last year. The Baha'is of Porto Alegre first presented 
this newly published book to a small group of writers 
and educators, who were then invited to a dinner where 
their recommendations for the best way of offering the 
book to the public were sought. The group spontaneous
ly determined to hold a public meeting at which a panel 
of some of their own number would each express his 
own views on the book. 

None of the panelists was a Baha'i but the meeting 
was sponsored and organized by the Baha'is, with 
much publicity. The television station reDeated the 
films taken at the time of the visit of Ru}:liyyih Khimum. 
Reporters, television cameramen, and professional 
photographers all worked the night of the meeting for 
the circulation of this valuable book and its propagation 
for the benefit of the Faith. 

NEW ZEALAND SUMMER SCHOOL 

..... , ....... ,-
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Panet of jive outstanding int€HectuaI3 of Rio Grande do Std. 
Brazil delivering an enthusiastic analysis Of Ru.~i'Y'Yih Khd
num's ~ook Prescription lor Living: FTOm left to right: Pro!. 
Moacyr Santana, noted poet .and orator; Pro!. Ca1'men Viana, 
poet and writer; Dr. Carlos Santos, chairman of th.e SUite 
Congress; Pro!. Dea Ffgueiredo, educator and President of 
the Feminine Literary Academy; Prof. Zirah TOUa, outstand
ing educator and former State Secretary of Culture and Edu
cation. 

At th.e New Zealand Su.mmer Schoo! held early i.n Janua.ry at 
a Maori Marae or court. As descTi~ed in Baha'i News, May, p. 
6, the school benefited by th€ presence o! A":,xiliary BOflrd 
member Mouse Noka!onu, shown above, thtrd from left. 
Ephraim Te Poo, the Baha'i who secured the maTae far the 
use of the Baha'fs, is shown standing in the reaT. Th.1'ee yau.th 
declarations weTe made at this momentous scftool. A success
jul public meeting, he!.d in the nearby town o! Kaitaia Was' 
attended by a number of Maories, i.nc!uding th,.ee chiefs. 

---" .-
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u.s. National Bahcl'i Convention 1969 
Delegates and Friends Respond to Call for Action 

An unprecedented number of delegates and Baha'i 
visitors gathered in Wilmette for the Sixtieth National 
Convention in a mood of confidence and high resolve. 
They came from Mayaguez, Puerto Rico; Tulsa, Okla
homa; Portland, Maine, and many of the other over 
twenty-five hundred localities where Baha'is now re
side, bringing news of an astounding wave of fresh 
victories for the F ai tho The predicted disintegration of 
the old world order was evident on every side and the 
reality of the rising World Order of Bahft'u'llfth seemed 
clearer than ever before. 

The delegates were further confirmed when they 
heard what so many had sensed or experienced at 
home announced on a global scale in the majestic 
phrases of the Ri<;lvan Message of the Universal House 
of Justice. The Message spoke of "great strides," 
"magnificent achievement". and "the accelerated pace 
of expansion and consolidation". The Universal House 
of Justice reviewed major developments strengthening 
the fabric of the Gause - the appointment of the eleven 
Continental B.oards of CounsellC>rs, and the formation of 
additional National Spiritual Assemblies. As recently 
as the Palermo Message of August, that Supreme Body 
called for the dramatic upsurge of activity necessary to 
accomplish the goals of the Nine Year Plan. Now they 
spoke of complete victory - that Uhappy consumma
tion, now faintly discernable on the far horizon." As 
always. however. victories resulted in a plea for a 
redoubling of efforts. The House of Justice called for "a 
sacrificial outpouring by the friends of contributions in 
support of the Funds of the Faith, and the raising up of 
a mighty host of pioneers. JJ 

Report of National Secretary 

This same spirit of ever-growing power, vitality and 
confidence was reflected in the convention reports of 
the National Spiritual Assembly and its subsidiary 
committees. Glenford Mitchell, on behalf of the Nation
al Spiritual Assembly. reported a dramatic increase in 
enrollments - 35 per cent over last year's increase 
among adults, and 89 per cent among youth. A net gain 
of forty-seven local spiritual assemblies was reported, 
and this yearJs goal of 2,400 localities was surpassed by 
117! For the first time over a million dollars was 
contributed to the National Fund, and the proclamation 
campaign began to really take hold. The activities of 
the Faith in the Human Rights field resulted in a rising 
stature in the public eye and massive dissemination of 
the Teachings. All over the country Baha'i publicity 
was more easily obtained, and the National Office 
began systematically to develop this opportunity to 
convey the Message to the masses. 

Mr. Mitchell told also of some of the day to day 
realities in the administration of the Faith. He stressed 
the reassurance that comes from the constant gUidance 
of God's infallible House of Justice, of the voluminous 
flow of correspondence, totalling over 280 major letters 
from the House of Justice during the past year. He 
spoke of the constant efforts to make the National 
Center more efficient and to perfect the machinery of 

Hand of the Cause WilHam Sears introduces members 01 Board 
of Counsellors Miss Edna True, Mrs. Florence Mayberry, with 
AuxiliarJl BoaTd members MrS'. JavidujQl.t Kltddem, lett and 
Albert James, right. 

Baha'i administration by combining the guidance of the 
Writings and the directives from the House of Justice 
with the best insight~ from the science of modern 
management. 

Next Year's Budget Explained 

Dr. Dwight Allen, national Treasurer, spoke urging 
the believers to rise to higher levels of sacrifice in order 
to provide the necessary material means and seize the 
opportunities which come with each victory. 

Although contributions to the National Fund have 
risen steadily in the past years, there has been a yearly 
deficit. As a national community the believers have not 
yet realized their potential of giving. 

Accordingly this year a new plan has been adopted in 
administering the Fund. The accumulated deficit of 
past years has been paid off by withdrawal of almost 
half of the capital investment funds of the American 
Baha'i community. Area budget quotas were estab
lished and letters sent to local spiritual assemblies 
asking their reaction to the tentative budget and area 
quota figures. The result was a budget for 1969-1970, 
supported by an overwhelming majority of responses 
from local assemblies and adopted unanimously by the 
Convention delegates. The hudget, totalling a million 
and a half dollars will require an across the board 
increase of 50 percent in contributions and will call for 
sacrifice, but the National Spiritual Assembly is con
vinced that this is the minimum amount necessary for 
response to the challenge of this hour. 

Teaching on the Homefront 

Members of the National Teaching Committee con .. 
firmed reports of progress and opportunity on the 
homefront. National Teaching Committee Secretary 
Richard Betts remarked that current enrollment rates 
mean, on the average, a declaration every three hours, 
day in and day out, and reminded the friends that the 
strengthening of the homefront is vital to support our 
international activities and to prepare for mass conver
sion. National Teaching Committ~e member Gary Hil-
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Newl.y elected members oj U.S, National SpiTittLal Assembly 
4Te intToduced to the Convention; Left to right: Dr. Dwight 
Allen. Dr. Dorothy Nelson, G!enf01'd MUcheH, Franklin Kahn, 
D,.. Firuz Kazemzadeh, Dr. Sarah Pereira, Miss Charlotte 
Linfoot. Dr, Daniel Jordan. Not shown, Jack McCants. 

aire brought greetings from a people who have suffered 
and hungered for the Word of God - a poignant re
minder of the urgency of Indian teaching. In this he 
was seconded by Eric Byrd, a youthful nondelegate, 
who was permitted to speak during the consultation 
period. He urged that Baha'is move rapidly in the field 
of Indian opportunity before the onset of bitterness and 
militancy. Lois Goebel explained the Community De
velopment Program and efforts of travelling consolida
tion teachers in assisting local Baha'i communities to 
develop their full potential, to deepen and enrich their 
community life and to handle the difficult problems that 
are sent to test them and make them grow. 

The entire Friday evening session of the Convention 
was devoted to the subject of Deepening and Consolida
tion, Dr. Daniel Jordan spoke of the National Spiritual 
Assembly's great concern with this area, especially in 
view of the rapid increase in enrollments, and the 
imminence of mass conversion. He armounced the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly's dedsion to develop a new 
generation of audio-visual aids, starting with two mod
els of miniature cassette tape recorders to be pur. 
chased in quantity for sale to Baha'i commtulities, 
groups and individual believers. A whole host o( new 
deepening materials, study lessons, and talks will be 
recorded on -cassettes, and made widely available. 
Because these aids are light-weight and portable and 
extremely versatile, they will be useful for teaching 
trips, firesides. mass deepening and many other situa
tions. Someday, doubtless, even messages from the 
Universal House of Justice and the National Spiritual 
Assembly will be distributed on cassettes. Also in the 
future, there will be arrangements for the dissemina. 
tion of visual materials on a similarly massive scale. 

Wonderful as these mechanical advances are, how
ever, they will deal only with the knowledge component 
of deepening. As the House of Justice is constantly 
reminding us, we must also mold our attitudes and 
behavior in accordance with the standards of Baha'u'. 
llah. We still have a long way to go just to begin to 
retlect the attributes of God and to develop that force of 
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attraction which is necessary if we are to lead others 
into the Cause of God. To grow continually we need 
only remain firm in our personal covenant with Ea
ha'u'llah, for - he has promised us confirmations and 
tests for our education. In consultation, Hand of the 
Cause Mr. William Sears told us we must strive con. 
stantly to be worthy of the bounties showered upon 
us - we must be like the nightingales in the Garden of 
Ric;ivan, so enraptured with the roses that they sang 
constanUy from dark to dawn. 

The Saturday session opened with the election of the 
new National Spiritual Assembly by the delegates. 
During election, Baha'i visitors were requested to gath. 
er in the Auditorium for prayers. 

Prior to the opening of the scheduled report on 
international teaching, the Baha'i youth gathered at the 
Foundation Hall rostrum in loving joyfulness and led 
all in songs. The atmosphere was one of a spiritual jam 
session with the youth directing the singing of AJ. 
lah'u'Abha. They then triumphantly marched off with 
the song "We are the people of Baha". 

The International Goal. 

The International Goals Committee, represented by 
Mr. William Wold and Mrs. Maurine Kraus, likened the 
work of filling goals all over the world to an iceberg~ in 
that a large proportion, below water, does not show. 
Hundreds of applications have been processed, 225 
pioneers went out, but only 107 could be counted as 
filling goals because many settled in areas where the 
quota had been met or where no U.S. goals were 
assigned. With the addition of 280 new pioneer assign~ 
ments in the Fourth Phase of the Nine Year Plan, the 
Committee estimated, based on past experience, that 
about 630 pioneers will be needed to till the 280 new plus 
21 remaining goals assigned to the believers of the 
United States. Real pioneering, the Committee stressed, 
is putting down roots and planning to remain at least 
two years at one's post. The Committee is Hfeverishly 
and ferventlyH doing all it can to offer help to those 
ariSing to pioneer, and asked that volunteers consult 
with the Committee. 

Consultation on Saturday afternoon was on subjects 
raised by the delegates and included matters such as: 
pioneering in the South, teaching youth, youth teaching 
adults and youth, drugs, and the art and science of 
consultation, Hand of the Cause Mr. William Sears 
spoke of the Baha'i community as being in the peaceful 
eye of a hurricane. As long as the focus is on goals, it 
won't be caught up in the perimeter of this hurricane. 
He said that spiritual catastrophe is to know of Baha
'u'lHth and yet not let this knowledge predominate one's 
life. Once again he stressed the reality of the Supreme 
Concourse hovering between heaven and earth, looking 
for intruments, 

Hand 01 the C.u •• Addresse. ti1e Friend. 

At the Saturday evening session Mr. Sears introduced 
the members of the Continental Board of Counsellors 
for North America who were present at the Convention, 
Miss Edna True and Mrs. Florence Mayberry. With his 
inimitable captivating spirit Mr. Sears explained the 
fWlction of these Boards as being the same as that of 
the Hands of the Cause and showed how the Message of 
Baha 'u 'Wih will be perpetuated through these new 
instruments devised by the supreme Universal House of 



Justice, He urged the friends to love them as they have 
loved the Hands and the beloved Guardian. In closing 
the very moving session Mr. Sears read jAbdu'I-Baha's 
statement about the Covenant (God Passes By, p. 238) 
uSo firm and mighty is this Covenant that from the 
beginning of time until the present day no religious 
Dispensation hath produced its like. " 

Youth Pro gr. m 

One of the most exciting sidelights of the convention 
was a program for youth on Saturday night, The many 
youth in attendance were addressed by Mr, Sears. He 
told that he was working on two new books. a sequel to 
God Loves Lau.ghter to be called I was a Spy for 
God and another on the early history of the Faith to be 
called Three Forts, comparing the '"untrained stu
dents" who arose to follow the Bah with the rebellious 
youth of today. He also told the youth that Hand of the 
Cause Rul).iyyih Khanum was deeply moved by the 
enthusiasm and devotion of American youth and huped 
to be able to share her excitement with them in person 
at the next N ationa! Youth Conference 

A stirring address was delivered by Pouva Murday, 
an AUXiliary Board member and Knight of Baha;u'llah 
for the island of Chagos in the Indian Ocean, He sp0lte 
to the youth directly and challengingly about their 
responsibility to teach the Cause, If, he suggested, it 
was necessary to start the Faith all over again with 
only those there in the room, could there be any doubt 
we could carry it all over the world and to other planets 
as well? Could not each one of us return to OUr homes 
and raise up an assembly of nine in three months? 
Such deeds of heroism are still needed to carry the 
Faith to the millions who have not yet heard of it. We 
should not waste OUr time with one or two stubborn 
friends, but should move like the wind scattering the 

._., ' ..... -." .. ~>. 

Clockwise, l, to T.: Hand ot Cause William Sears, Dr. Firuz 
Kazemzadeh, chairmen, seated; Glenford Mitchell, seC'retaTll; 
Miss Charlotte Linfoot, assist. secretaTY; Jose Guzman, left, 
from Mayaguez, with Ruben Betancourt, delegate tTom Puerto 
Rico; Pouva Murday; AuxHiary Board member from Mauritiu.s 
in the Indian Ocean, Mrs, Leota Lochm.an, secreta11l. Nadonal 
AssemMy Of Panama. 

seeds far and wide. We cannot afford to stand with our 
hands in our pockets, holding the seeds. If we do, there 
will be many souls in the 'Abhil Kingdom asking why 
we didn't tell them. Teaching the Cause of God is the 
passport to all the worlds of God. We must arise 
now - our destiny is waiting. 

As if to confirm what Me. Murday had said, Dr. 
Dwight Allen came over from the National Spiritual 
Assembly meeting to tell the youth what that body 
expected of them. It was very simple: the National 
Spiritual Assembly wants victories. It expects youth 
declarations to grow to over half of all enrollments and 
is counting on the youth to shoulder a growing share of 
the National Budget. For the period of September 1968 
to April 1969, the youth contributions totaled almost 
$50,000; the goal for next year is four times that 
amount - $200,000. Comments from the youth included, 
"the impossible we do immediately." "we have a world 
order to build," and Hit's tulrealistic - should be high. 
er." Dr, Allen also announced to great applause that 
the National Spiritual Assembly had decided to sponsor 
a series of area youth conferences in late summer 1969 
to prepare for youth proclamation, and a second Na
tional Youth Conference in June of 1970. The youth 
session closed with a deeply moving theatre presenta
tion called "Baha'i is Beautiful" by two youth from 
New York which filled many eyes with tears. It took 
half an hour of prayer and song before anyone could 
tear themselves away from the Wlity and devotion of 
that meeting. It was yet another indication that the 
Baha'i youth of America are coming of age. 

Some of this spirit was communicated to the general 
body of delegates and visitors on Sunday morning in a 
presentation which included a slide show on youth 
activities since the historic Universal House of Justice 
letter to youth in 1966. Following consultation on the 



A~ove: Dr. Dwight AHen, treasurer; a.nd treasurer'.!! exhibit: 
Child's Way exhi~it. Below: International Goals Comm. mem
bers William Wold and Mr.!!. Maurine Kraus; world map 
showing U.S. goals. 

youth presentation, discussion turned to summer 
schools. Dr. Allen reported the National Spiritual As
sembly's decision to appoint a National Schools Com¥ 
mittee to coordinate 'Curriculum development and the 
use of teacher reSOurces. This new committee will be 
functioning by the summer of 1970 and expects to 
prepare some standard core courses for use by all 
schools within three years as welJ as assisting the local 
school committees to improve and experiment with 
their own programs. All of this would be aimed to 
develop the Baha'i schools into the centers of learning 
which the Guardian said they could be. 

Proclamation in the Campaign of Expansion 

The final topic considered by the convention was 
proclamation. Salvatore Pelle spoke about the impor
tant role of proclamation in our campaign of expansion. 
He said that we must be audacious and outspoken in 
identifying ourselves and our beliefs because proclama
tion sows the seeds which later grow into seekers and 
enrollments. He also reminded us that proclamation is 
not a one-shot effort- we must maintain the intensity 
of effort in our foUow¥up for, once in the public eye, 
there can be no respite. We must above all else live the 
life, for the community will be watching us, and attacks 
will come. National Teaching Committee staff member 
Leonard Smith announced the plans of the 1969-70 
national proclamation campaign based on "Youth for 
One World·'. (YOW') During this year the Message will 
be carried to youth in every strata and sub-culture, to 
schools, colleges, ghettos and centers of hippie -culture. 
Lest the adults feellelt out, Mr. Smith reminded them 
that youth is not chronological but spiritual. A presen¥ 
tation was also made on behalf of World Order as a 
method of reaching a special stratum of society - uni¥ 
versity students, teachers and graduates. Letters from 

readers indicated that the publication had not only 
enhanced the prestige of the Faith but had been instru
mental in several declarations. 

Close of the Convention 

The Convention was closed by Mr. Sears. He said he 
had been very excited by the spirit of this convention 
and recalled his pilgrimage to the Holy Land. By the 
last night of his visit, he was 50 full of spirit that he 
begged Shoghi Effendi not to say anything inspiration~ 
aI, or he would explode. The beloved Guardian told him 
to wait till he got to Africa and to explode there. So, he 
said. the believers must go forth and channel their 
spiritual energy into heroic deeds. 

It was on this note of udeeds not words" that the 
Convention ended. In fact, the deeds had already be
gun. In response to the Universal House of Justice call 
for a sacrificial outpouring of contributions to the 
Funds, the delegates had approved a truly challenging 
budget. Delegates and visitors had also contributed 
over $4000 which was to be sent directly to the World 
Center. The response to the call for pioneers had also 
been immediate. The friends flocked to the Intemation. 
al Goals Booth and during the Convention the total 
number of volunteers rOse steadily from 35 at noon on 
Friday to 48 by Friday evening, 75 by Saturday night 
and finally to 91 at noon Sunday. More pioneers and 
more funds are needed, but these valiant souls have set 
the spirit that will win the goals and "build up the 
present motion of the Cause into a great momentum 
whose force will carry the community of the Most Great 
Name to glorious victories in 1973 and onwards into the 
as yet unapprehended vistas of the Most Great Peace." 
(Universal House of Justice RiQ.van 1969 Message) 

- NANCY ALLISON 

- A. L. LINCOLN 
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Convention 
Speakers: left to Tight, top: Salva
tore Pelle, Richard Bett$. Garv 
HiHaire of National Teaching Com
mittee; below: Leonard Smith, Mrs. 
Loi.s Gobel on National Teach.ing 
Committee staff. 

Youth: left: on the steps of HOUSE? 
of WOTshi,,; be low; Susan Leich 
and Joseph MydeU. of White Plains, 
N.Y., tDho.se dramatic p-resentation 
higMignted the youth session; be
low, left: time out tor songs; right: 
at the exhibit near Foundation Hall. 
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NABOHR Wins Coveted Award 
The National Spiritual Assembly takes great pride in 

announcing that the North American Baha'i Office for 
HUman Rights (NABOHR) received -a Silver Anvil from 
the Public Relations Society of America (PRSA) for its 
outstanding program in support of International Hu
man Rights Year 1968. 

The award was presented at the 25th Annual Silver 
Anvil Awards Dinner of the PRSA at the Plaza Hotel in 
New York City on May 15. Receiving the award on 
behalf of NABOHR was Mrs. Juliette Buford, Director 
of the NABOHR Office. 

The high1y-coveted awards recognize and honor the 
most outstanding pubJic relations programs planned 
and executed each year. The symbolic silver anvil was 
selected originally because the validity, quality and 
achievement of any public relations activity are ulti
ma tely measured on the an viI of pu blie opinion. 

The entries are measured against the following cri
tel"ia; 
PLANNING: 
Research-Thoroughness of advance study, determina

tion of need, background development. 
Originality and Judgment-Strategy and techniques 

adopted, adapted or innovated in relation to the 
problem or objective. 

Scope-Completeness or comprehensive nature of the 
plan and importance of objectives. 

EXECUTION: 
Quality-Professional handling, appearance and stan

dards as applied to tools and techniques. 
Efficiency-Effectiveness of execution in terms of man

power and budget invested. 
RESULTS: 
Realization-Pal'tial or complete achievement of objec

tive. 
Measurement-Efforts made to identify, analyze and 

qualify results. 
Award winning programs are on file in the Informa

tion Center at the PRSA Headquarters in New York 
City. 

This achievement of NABOHR in cooperation with 
the Public Information Department brings added pres
tige to the Baha'i Faith, and the public acclaim gener~ 
dted by the annual PRSA competition will serve to 
promote our beloved Cause in a most meaningful way. 

Both NABOHR and the Public Information Depart
ment would like to take this opportunity to express 
again their deepest appreciation to all the believers who 
worked so hard to make the Human Rights Year activi
ties a triumph. 

More information and photos will appear in the July 
issue of BAHA'i NEWS. 

International News Briefs 
Board Meets with National Assembly in Alaska 

The first meeting was held recently of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Alaska and the 
Continental Board of Counsellors for North America. 
This historic event in the unfoldment of the World Order 
of Baha'u'Hah wiJl be the basis of many joint projects 
in the future. 

.... iI. , 
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National Spiritual Assem~ly of the Baha/is ot Turkey faT 1968-
1969. Left to Tight, seated: Dr. N. OzS'Uca, chaiTman; F. Naci, 
vice .chairman; Mrs. M. Hi.davet, J. Ghouchani. seCTetaT1l; 
standmg: M. Afnan. J. Drakhshan. A. Vekil, tTeasureT; Y. Zola. 
M. Ozsura. 

International News Briefs (con.) 
A Teaching Trip to Alaska 

An extensive teaching trip to Alaska in March was 
made by Mrs. Velma Sherrill, member of the Auxiliary 
Board. She conducted many deepening sessions, ad
dressed public meetings, held TV interviews and talked 
with prominent leaders. 

Her tour included meetings in: Kodiak, Kenai-Ridge
way, Anchorage-Spenard, Palmer and the Matanuska 
Valley, Fairbanks and Tanana Valley, Juneau-Auke 
Bay-Douglas, Sitka, Petersburg, and Ketchikan as well 
as Whitehorse and Carcross in the Yukon. 

Matanuska Val1ey, Alaska. held a second Winter 
Weekend, January 25-26 in Palmer, attracting thirty
five people from nine locahties, including several inter
ested guests, and concluding with a public talk. 

New Zealand 
Th.e Proclamation Of Bahti'u'Utih was presented to 

the Mayor of Auckland, D. M. Robinson, on December 
17 by Jean Simmons and John and Celia Carr. Mr. 
Robinson, who had some knowledge of the Faith, en
tered into a discussion on the attribute of courtesy 
among public servants. The Baha'is were happy to 
quote Hand of the Cause Dr. Ugo Giachery's remark 
that New Zealand had an old world courtesy which he 
hoped it would not lose. Mr. Robinson stated that he 
would read the book and would also read the Hidden 
Words which he had received on behalf of the Lady 
Mayoress, Mrs. Goodwin. 

Japan 
A Winter School was held in Tomikawa, Hokkaido, 

where the Ainus, aborigines of Japan, reside. The two
day school, February 22 and 23, was attended by thirty
nine Baha'is, mostly Ainus, from Tomikawa, Shiraoi, 
Urakawa, Sapporo, and Tokyo. Auxiliary Board mem
ber, Mr. Umegae, and Mr. Moritake, both Ainus. spoke 
at a public meeting where there was one declaration. 

-,-

• 
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International News Briefs 
West Cameroon 

Good news from Muyuka is that Mr. Richard O. Ashu 
lectured on the Baha 'j Faith at Fess Electronics Col
lege. The first talk was given on January 20 and was on 
the nature and purpose of religion, the unity of religion 
and of the Prophets. 

Equatorial Guinea 
The local Spiritual Assemb1y of Santa Isabel reports 

.sending a local pioneer, Mr. Hans Ayukangu to Biapa 
where a new center has been opened on Fernando POD 

island with a group of four, 

The Lesser Antilles 
In an effort to focus attention on the people who speak 

French and Patois, and to increase teaching activities 
in the French is1ands, a new committee has been 
cl'eated by the National Spiritual Assemb1y of the 
Leeward, Windward and Virgin Islands. It is the Na
tional Committee for Teaching in French and Patois. It 
is expected that this committee will fill a great need in 
the French islands, the population of which outnumbers 
that of the English speaking islands in the area. 

Mauritius 
A new National J:Iat:iratu'l-Quds in Port-Louis was 

dedicated in January. The former ~at:lratu'l-Quds in 
Belle Rose is being converted for use as a Teaching 
Institute, thus accomplishing another goal of the Nine 
Year Plan. 

Laos 
Mr. and Mrs. Missaghian, pioneers in Laos, recently 

traveled by motorcycle to two of the central provinces 
of Laos, Savannakhet and Thakkek, and to four Baha'i 
villages. 

Behevers everywhere, especially in the remote vil
lages, were encouraged to see Mrs. Guity Missaghian, 
the first woman pioneer whom they have received in 
their Villages. At night, the sound of a drum echoed 
from a large clearing in the jungle, calling the villagers 
to gather, bringing men, large numbers of women, and 
children to once again hear about Baha'u'lUih. Friends 
volunteered to carryon the teaching work and some 
believers offered to take the Message into the farthest 
part of the jungle. 

Bahd'i in fhe News 
Nigeria 

On March 9, 1969, Nigeria's national newspaper, the 
Sunday Times, launched a series of articles about the 
Baha'j Faith. The material was prepared by a believer 
in Nigeria, under the direction of the local Spiritual 
Assem bly of Lagos. 

A full-page, banner headline announced: "The prob~ 
ing Sunday r.!~imes introducing Baha'i the World's New
est Religion." Another full-page headline stated "Gold
en Rule from All of the Holy Books." More articles will 
appear in the series. 

JUNE 1969 

Baha'i Spirit Demonstrated In 

Baha'is and their friends enjoy a Naw-Ruz dinner and party 
at an art center in Ogden, Utah. 

At the Naw-Ruz observance in Rogers, Arkansas 

Baha'is of COTvaltiS', Oregon and the surrounding area cele
brate Naw-RUz. 
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Varied Naw - Ru'z Observances Throughout the United States 
The reality of the power of the love of Baha'u'llah 

was experienced by many non-Baha'is this Naw-Ruz as 
the friends celebrated the 126th Baha'i Year with a 
diversity of programs geared primarily to teaching. 
For example, the Maryland and Wash,ington, D.C., 
Baha'is launched their Baha'i Week proclamation with 
a Naw-Ruz dance in Columbia. It was well attended by 
over 200 persons of all ages, colors and cultures. It was 
such a demonstration of the beauty of the Baha'i spirit 
that 25 youth who came with the intent of "crashing the 
party" were so surprised by the gathering. that they 
wanted to know what it was aI( about. To one it was 
"unreal", 

Likewise, the Baha'is of the Greater St, Louis area 
held an international potluck dinner in observance of 
Naw-Ruz during their proclamation effort. Mrs. Marga
ret Danner, poetess-in-residence at the Virginia Union 
University, Richmond, Va., presented a program of 
poetry at the dinner and addressed various college 
groups and firesides during her four-day stay. A dinner 
followed by a public meeting was the means whereby 
the Bloomington and St. Pau.l, Minn., communities ob
served Naw-Ruz. Fifty-seven persons heard Nuri Sabit 
of Scotland speak. The Wa1.tkesha, Milwaukee and 
WauwatDsa, Wisc., Baha'is held a potluck with Dr, 
Stanwood Cobb as guest speaker. He also addressed a 
youth gathering the following night and a public meet
ing on Sunday. Brattleboro, Vt., Baha'is report an 
evening of great joy and delight was experienced by 
nearly ninety persons from Massachusetts, New Hamp
shire and Vermont who attended a gathering at which 
the explanation of Naw-Ruz was given by George 
Goding. 

The Baha'i Community of Flagstat!~ Ariz.~ celebrated 
with a potluck supper at which time the city mayor was 
presented a copy of The PrQdamation of Baha~u'llah. 
The mayor was sO moved by the presentation that he 
had every person there sign the book for him, Several 
gatherings were held in East New York State at Patch
ogue where over one hundred Baha'is and friends had a 
party with square dancing and dinner; at Garden City 
where a live band, an excellent dinner and a slide 
program showing nature scenes coupled with readings 
from the Hidden Words were enjoyed by sixty-five 
persons; and in Dutchess County~ where youth provided 
a musical program following the dinner. A public 
celebration of Naw-Ruz was held in Rockland County, 
N.Y .• where the CBS film "And His Name Shall Be One" 
was shown. At least half of the 75 persons attending 
were guests. The meeting was publicized through the 
newspaper, radio and many hand-written invitations. 

Naw-Ruz in Indianapolis, Ind., was observed with a 
party attended by thirty persons at which the meaning 
of Naw-Ruz was explained and a slide program of the 
Baha'i Holy Places in Haifa was given. Hartford, 
Conn., believers invited the friends from the surround
ing area to join them in the biggest project ever 
undertaken in the area, a potluck attended by about 
one hundred persons. The program included music, 
singing, readings and a short talk. Baha'is in Virginia 
held parties and dinners at A~exandTia, A rtington, 
Fairfax City, and Fairfax County, "Religious Spring-

time" was the topic of the talk given by guest speaker 
George Frye at the Colombia, S.C., banquet aUended 
by approximately forty persons, the majority being 
invited guests. 

The friends and contacts of RogeTs~ Ark, and the 
surrounding area gathered for a potlUCk and program, 
consisting of prayers and the reading of words of 
'Abdu'l-Baha on Naw-Ruz. A large, five-column banner 
headline publicized the Naw-Ruz observance of the Key 
West, Fla., group, which held a buffet dinner and talk 
on progressive revelation. Baha'is of the Greater Ak
ron, Ohio, area jointly sponsored a covered dish dinner 
and program attended by seventy-five persons from ten 
cities. A Baha'i children's class provided after-dinner 
entertainment. 

Many months of careful and persistent planning and 
publicity preceded a Naw-Ruz supper attended by near
ly 400 persons at Sonoma State College, California, The 
dinner was open to all Sonoma State students and 
personal invitations were sent to all the college faculty. 
Dr. Akhtar Khavari spoke at the dinner. organized by 
the Sonoma State Off-Campus Baha'i Club and the 
Baha'is of Sonoma County. The Ogden Baha'i Commu
nuity hosted Utah Baha'is and their friends for Naw
Ruz, attended by seventy-five persons. 

Over seventy Baha'is from the Corvallis~ Eugene, 
Albany, Portland and Safem, Ore., areas and friends 
gathered for a buffet dinner, and program of brief 
spiritual readings, community singing, a slide program 
with background music, readings from the Writings, 
and international folk dancing, Tqe Baha'i Community 
of San Leandro-Hayward J.D., California, invited the 
surrounding communities of Hayward, San Leandro, 
Livermore, Red'lL'Ood City and their friends to an eve
ning of dinner and entertainment, highlighted by sing
ing by Baha '} school children. 

Sahri'{ in the News 
The Bible Advocate, a monthly magazine of the 

Church of God, Seventh Day. printed two brief para
graphs in the February 1969 issue telling of the two 
thousand Baha'is who visited the Shrines after the 
Conference in Palermo. Baha'u'lL3:h's imprisonment in 
'Akka was mentioned as well as the fact that Haifa is 
the World Center of the Faith. 

o 
The Design and Specification Handbook of Nelson

Harkins Industries of Chicago, Illinois who are manu
facturers of directOl'ies, displays and bulletin boards on 
page 6 shows a photo of the Baha'i House of Worship in 
Wilmette with its Directory Board which gives informa
tion on the Temple. 

o 
The Spanish magazine, Destino, published in Barce

lona, Spain in December 7, 1968 issue has a four-page 
feature story on the Baha'i Faith titled: HEncuentro 
Con Los Baha'is De Barcelona." and is written by 
Roberto Saiadrigas. The article is illustrated with pic
tures of 'Abdu'l-Baha and the Shrine of the Bab. 
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First local Spiritual Assemblv of Toppenish, Wwh.ington, 
(Yakima Indian Reservation) formed April 21. 1969. Left to 
right TeaT: Duncan Brown. vice chairman; Thomas DeLay, 
Janet Caudet. Lani Addison, Hal Addison. Arne EHund, chaiT
man; front: Joyce Eklund, treaS1ueT: Annie Brown, Aletna 
Brown, secretary. 

RicJVclll 126-
New Loc:al Assemblies In 

United States 

Local SpirituaL Assembly 01 the Baha'is of Zion, Illinois 
formed April 21, 1969. Left to right, 8tancting; MTS. Arnette 
Rauschel, MTS, Jeannette S. Taylor, Victor Rauschel, MTS. 
BuTCe"U Lipscomb, Mrs. Mary Anne QualLs; seated: Mrs. Marcia 
Cote, Raymond Cote, Mrs. Sara A. Richards, As-a J, TayloT. 

JUNE 1969 

Local Spiritual A.s.s:emb!y of the Baha'is of RicMand Count:t/, 
South Carolina, formed April 21, 1969. Left to righ.t, front: 
Thomas Jackson, vice chairman; Jim Harris. Kay Ra-rTi:.:, secre
tary: rear: Harold Brooks, chairman; Nolan Jenkins, treasurer; 
Dolly Crow, Helen Jackson, Adam Jackson, Benzena Halt 

Members of the first weal Spiritua! Assem~Iy Of Winston· 
Salem, North Carolina, fanned April 21, 1969, Left to right, 
jront: Mary Ann lnnace, EHzabeth Snyder, Mich.ael McCand
less, Ann Moore; nar: Arthur Blue, Joet Caverly, Mamie 
Johnson, FOTnad Golshani, Araj Bashiri. 

Baha'i House of Worship 
Wilmette. Illinois 

Daily Visiting Hours 
10:00 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

Sunday Devotions 
3 to 3:30 p.m. 

Sunday Public Meetings 
3:45 p.m. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States, as a news 
organ reporting current activities 01 the Baha'i world community. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appOinted Editorial Committee: Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee. Managing Editor: Mrs. Eunice 
Braun, International Editor: Miss Charlotte Linfoot, National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee. 

Material must be received by the twenty-fifth of the second month preceding date of issue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Office, 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette. IllinOis 60091, U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Center, 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette. lllinois. U.S.A. 60091. 
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The Bab, acclaimed by Baha'u'llah as the "Essence of Essences," the "Sea 
of Seas," the "Point round Whom the realities of the Prophets and Messen
gers revolve," "from Whom God hath caused to proceed the knowledge of 
all that was and shall be," Whose "rank excelleth that of all the Prophets," 
and Whose "Revelation transcendeth the comprehension and understanding 
of all their chosen ones," had delivered His Message and discharged His mis
sion. He Who was, in the words of 'Abdu'l-Baha, the "Morn of Truth" and 
"Harbinger of the Most Great Light," Whose advent at once signalized the 
termination of the "Prophetic Cycle" and the inception of the "Cycle of Ful
fillment," had simultaneously through His Revelation banished the shades 
of night that had descended upon His country, and proclaimed the impend
ing rise of that Incomparable Orb Whose radiance was to envelop the whole 
of mankind. He, as affirmed by Himself, "the Primal Point from which have 
been generated all created things," "one of the sustaining pillars of the 
Primal Word of God," the "Mystic Fane," the "Great Announcement," the 
"Flame of that supernal Light that glowed upon Sinai," the "Remembrance 
of God" concerning Whom "a separate Covenant hath been established with 
each and every Prophet" had, through His advent, at once fulfilled the prom
ise of all ages and ushered in the consummation of all Revelations. He the 
"Qa'im" (He Who ariseth) promised to the Shi'ahs, the "Mihdf" (One Who 
is guided) awaited by the Sunnis, the "Return of John the Baptist" expected 
by the Christians, the "Ushfdar-Mah" referred to in the Zoroastrian scip
tures, the "Return of Elij ah" antiCipated by the Jews, Whose Revelation was 
to show forth "the signs and tokens oj all the Prophets", Who was to "man
ifest the perfection of Moses, the radiance of Jesus and the patience of 
Job" had appeared, proclaimed His Cause, been mercilessly persecuted and 
died gloriously. The "Second Woe," spoken of in the Apocalypse of St. John 
the Divine, had, at long last, appeared, and the first of the two "Messen
gers," Whose appearance had been prophesied in the Qur'an, had been sent 
down. The first "Trumpet-Blast", destined to smite the earth with extermi
nation, announced in the latter Book, had finally been sounded .... 

-God Passes By, p. 57-58. 
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by 
HAND OF THE CAUSE 'ALI·AKBAR FURUTAN 

The influence exerted by the Rev
elation of Baha'u'llah upon the 
physical world as well as the realm 
of the heart 

The Revelation of the Bab, as testified by 'Abdu'l
Baha. is likened to the sun when it enters the 

Vernal Equinox; the station of Baha'u'llah, on the other 
hand. is commemorated when the sun reaches its 
highest point at midsummer, Thus these two successive 
Revelations which have shed illumination upon the 
earth from the unseen Realm, can be regarded as two 
distinct seasons. The Revelation of the Bab is similar to 
the regenerating and life-giving springtime which 
brings freshness and fertility to the earth, while the 
second Revelation is likened to the period of fruitful
ness in the summer. 

The inception of the former, the life-giving Revelation 
of the Bah caused the soil of men's hearts and minds to 
be prepared through the love of God, so that the 
spiritual seeds and flowers could be planted therein; 
while the advent of the latter in the "year eighty" 
ushered in the fruit-laden summer, when the sun 
reaches its highest station. This spiritual summer 
adorned the trees of the seeking and receptive souls 
with wonderaus fruits and delectable bOWlties. 

Now if we survey the course of man's intellectual 
development in recent centuries, we shall notice that 
since the advent of the Revelation of the Bah in 1844 
(1260 A.H.), the world of being has entered upon a new 
phase, that the intellectual and spiritual powers of man 
have been quickened enormously and that an unprece
dented potentiality has been infused in man, enabling 
him to perceive spiritual truths, to understand and 
discover hidden things and to study and formulate the 
laws of science. Thus the year 1844 may be said to have 
marked the termination of the phase of man's child
hood and signalized the "coming of age" of the human 
race. 

Here is an analogy. If we place the water on the fire 
and heat it, it begins to absorb the heat from the 
moment it is put on the fire. It gradually approaches 
the boiling point, and if we continue the act of heating, 
the temperature rises steadily to 1000 C. when the water 
begins to boil. In a similar manner. the world of 
humanity has advanced gradually throughout ages and 
centuries as a result of the guidance and education 
bestowed upon it by the Divine Manifestations. Then in 
the year 1844, the glorious effulgence of the Sun of 
Truth shone upon the world of creation in its utmost 
splendor and brought about mankind's 'tcoming of 
age." During the past centuries man has been groping 
along the path of material and spiritual progress as a 
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caravan trudges along the road in the dark with the aid 
of the stars and the moon. Today the Sun of Truth is 
shining in the plenitude of its glory and the caravan of 
human civilization is advancing by leaps and bounds in 
the dazzling light of the Sun. 

Those detached and devoted souls who turned to the 
Sun of Truth and received divine bounties and confir
mations directly from the Manifestation of God, became 
imbued with wonderous powers and displayed many 
amazing deeds. The evidence of their spiritual power 
has caused all men to wonder. A careful study of the 
history of the Faith would acquaint us with those 
momentous events which stand associated with their 
prodigious lives. 

It is remarkable that even the rest of humanity who 
showed indifference to the Call of God and failed to 
receive inumination from the Day-Star of His Revela
tion sh{Juld have been also affected by the Light of this 
New Day. They have been prompted unconsciously to 
make wonderful progress in various stages of material 
civilization within a brief period. Imagine a newly-born 
babe Hashing past a hundred years' life-span over
night! 

It is evident that when the spring season comes and 
the vernal showers fall abundantly everywhere, the 
whole earth becomes verdant automatically, grass 
grows everywhere and the trees blossom forth in luxu
riant beauty. If you go to the top of a rocky mOlmtain in 
springtime t you can find lots of green plants growing 
even out of tiny crevices in the solid rock. 

The Momentou. Influence of the B.h6'r Revel.tion 

Now let us elaborate the point about the momentous 
influence of the Baha'i Revelation. We note that from 
the remote past which goes back to 6,000 years B.C. 
until the yea~ 1844, the total number of inventions that 
the men of learning and science succeeded in bringing 
to light were no more than about seventy. Some of 
these inventions are very significant, others are secon
dary. The former comprise such inventions as: papy
rus, water-clocks, draw-bridge, gunpowder, printing
press, telescope. microscope and others. This means 
that during this vast stretch of time which runs into 
many centuries only about seventy inventions were 
given to us by the men of learning. On the average it 
comes to only one new invention for every 150 years. 

Let us now consider the space of time between 1844 
and 1949. In the course of one hundred and five years no 
less than 90 important inventions have appeared, that is 
to say roughly one new invention per year. To enumer
ate but a few, we have: photography and the many 
developments related to it including motion pictures in 
color; engines powered by various fuels which drive 
trains, automobiles, airplanes, ships and submarines; 
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the many devices for recording and reproducing sound 
with ever increasing fidelity; the X Ray; radio, televi
sion, and the host of other inventions made possible 
through the discovery of electricity and the harnessing 
of the power in the a tom. 

This amazing outburst of inventive talent which has 
manifested itself since 1844 arrests our attention and is 
unmistakably attributable to the divine creative power 
released through the Revelation of Baha'u'llah. 

The Day that the Sun 01 Truth Has Shone 

In a Tablet revealed by 'Abdu'l-Baha we read as 
follows: "0 ye the friends and handmaids of the Merci
ful! This is the Day that the Sun of Truth has shone 
from the horizon of existence. Its dawn is so resplen
dent and its rays are so brilliant that the heavy clouds 
were dispersed and the Sun shone with the utmost 
brightness from the horizon of the world. That is why a 
new regeneration is witnessed in all the created things. 
Consider how much the sphere of sciences and arts has 
been expanded in this age. How many wonderful dis
coveries and innovations have appeared; to what ex
tent the powers of thought have progressed and what 
great inventions have been materialized. This century 
is equal to one hundred centuries. That is to say if one 
were to put together the achievements of a hundred 
centuries against those which have appeared in this 
century, the latter would far exceed those of the past 
hundred centuries. For example, if you collected all the 
books that were written and compiled throughout the 
past ages and similarly gathered together all the books 
and pub1ications that have appeared in this century, 
the volume of the books published in this age wou1d be 
many times more than the volume of the books written 
in the past ages. 

"Consider what a great influence has the Daystar of 
the world exerted upon the realities of all beings. But a 
thousand times alas! that the eyes are blind, the ears 
are deaf and the minds and hearts are heedless to this 
sublime Grace. Therefore, str.ive with all your hearts to 
awaken those who slumber. And upon you be the G10ry 
of the Most Glorious!" 

However, it is noteworthy that since the appearance 
of the Bab, as human capacity of perception increased 
and enormous strides were made in material progress, 
mankind has been, to a corresponding degree. increas· 
ingly tormented by the devastating fires of its highly 
m a terialisti c ci viliz a tion. 

We Baha'is believe that the sale remedy for all the 
ills and afflictions which have assai1ed humanity today 
lies in fonowing the Teachings of Baha'u'lhlh - a rem~ 
edy for the application of which His Holiness the Bab 
offered up His life and thousands of Baha'is have been 
persecuted to death. 

The fact is that the longer men delay in accepting 
this holy Cause, the longer they hesitate to utilize this 
divinely-bestowed healing Remedy, the more distant 
will grow their hour of deliverance from the ills and 
sufferings that afflict them and the farther off will be the 
Day when the Ark of human prosperity and salvation, 
having weathered grave dangers, would reach the 
haven of security. 

Experience shows that nothing else but the priceless 
Faith of Baha.'u'llah, nothing short of His world-encir
cling, world-redeeming Order could bring salvation to 
man and release him from the fetters of prejudice. This 
mighty Cause is fed by the Power supplied from the 
Kingdom of God, its vigor is sustained by heavenly 
might, its wonderous spirit has flowed into the hearts of 
men and has uprooted ag~ld superstitions and vain 
imaginings. 

To Succeed in Uniting the Hearts of Men 

History bears witness that none of the world's poten
tates, kings or emperors, notwithstanding their invici~ 
ble power, their vast armies, their unlimited wealth 
and resources, did ever succeed in uniting the hearts of 
men or in creating harmony between two religious 
sects. This is because only the divine ManifestatiQns 
have the power to establish fellowship and concord 
among men. In the Qur~an it is written: "And if thou 
should have given all that is on earth, thou could not 
have brought reconciliation and unity among their 
hearts, but God verily united them." (Sura 8, verse 63). 
And that is how in this holy Dispensation, through the 
power of the 'Vord of God and the outpourings of His 
exalted Pen, people from diverse religions, creeds and 
factions, who previously bore hatred against one anoth
er; people from every race and culture, whether east
ern or western, are now all united under the unfurled 
banner of the Cause of Baha 'u'llah with the utmost 
unity and love as the members of a single family. 
One cannot observe the slightest evidence of estrange
ment or alienation amongst them. 

The Meaning of Isaiah', Prophecy 

"Universal Peace," 'Abdu'l-Baha affirms, jjis a mo· 
mentous enterprise, but it requires unity of conscience 
which is the foundation for this mighty enterprise." 
Thus the meaning of Isaiah's prophecy becomes evi
dent, where it says: 

'jAnd it shall come to pass .in the last days that the 
mountain of the Lord's house shall be established in the 
top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the 
hills, and all nations shall flow unto it; 

,jand many people shall go and say, come ye, and let 
us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the 
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A Hand of the Cause of God 

Visits Panama 

Pre:renta.tion of the book, The Proclamation of BaM'u'Uah to 
GovernoT' Warter P. Leber, Governor of the Canal Zone, dUT

ing the visit of Hand oj the Cause MT. Khriaem to Panama. 
Lett to Ti"ht: Fred Bere'st, vice chairman of the National 
Spiritual Assembly, Alfred Osborne, member of Board of 
Cou.meIZorsi Hand of the Cau.se MT, Khddem; Raque! de Con
stante, chainnan of the National Assembly; Governor Leber. 

God of Jacob, and He will teach us of His ways, and we 
will walk in His path: for out of Zion shall go forth the 
law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

"And He shall judge among the nations, and shall 
rebuke many people; and they shall beat their swords 
into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not raise sword against nation. neither 
shall they learn war any more." (Isaiah II : 2-4) 

Now the Bahit'i world is a fine replica of this glorious 
world to come, the advent of which is but the ardent 
desire of all mankind. If the inhabitants of this earth 
assembled beneath the Tent of Unity and drank the 
Water of everlasting life from this Fountain, then every 
trace of enmity, strife and discord would disappear and 
an men would abide in perfect freedom and security. 

The Word of God I. Able to Unite 

In one of His Tablets 'Abdu'}-Baha says: "Today 
nothing but the potency of the Word of God, which 
dominates the realities of things, is able to unite and 
harmonize the minds, thoughts, hearts and souls of the 
world of humanity under the shade of one tree. This 
power pervades all things and motivates all men; it 
coordinates and organizes the world of humanity. 

"Praise be to God! In this Day the radiant light of the 
Word of God has dawned upon all the horizons, and 
people from every group, tribe, nation, race and com
munity have gathered beneath the shade of the Word 
and are united and assembled together in utmost har
mony. 

"How numerous are the meetings that are embel
lished by the presence of peoples from different coun
tries races and tribes! Should a soul enter this meeting, 
he w~uld think that those present must have come from 
the same fatherland, the same country. the same tribe, 
having a single thought, a single opinion~ a single 
object, while in fact one comes from America, one fro~ 
Africa. one from Asia, another from Europe, from ~dla 
or from Turkistan; one is an Arab, a Turk, a PerSIan, 
a Greek; and notwithstanding this. they meet together 
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with the utmost harmony, unity, love, freedom, oneness 
and joy. All this is due to the influence of the Word. U 
all the earthly powers join together, they cannot estab
lish even one such gathering that could turn the differ
ent nations into a single community through the same 
love, fellowship, joy and enthwiasm; and by raising a 
melody in the midmost heart of the WOrld, it is able 
to abolish strife, quarrel, war and bloodshed and to 
establish the universal peace, reconciliation and one
ness of mankind. Is there any power than can withstand 
the influence of the Word of God? No, by the Almighty 
God! The evidences are obvious and the proof is 
conclusive. An unbiased observer will be amazed and 
astonished. He would bear witness that all the nations. 
races, tribes and governments of the world should be 
very joyous, grateful and contented on accoWlt of the 
Teachings and Exhortations of Baha'u'llah, since these 
divine Teachings change the beasts of prey into grazing 
animals and transform the creeping creatures into the 
fowls of the air. They change human beings into heav
enly angels and enable the world of humanity to 
become a repository of the divine perfections." 

The beloved Guardian wrote: "These momentous 
events have all transpired in the world during the few 
years after the termination of the first Baha'i Century. 
Therefore it is obvious how great are the events that 
will gradually unfold themselves in the course of this 
stupendous century - the century associated with the 
rise of the divinely-ordained New World Order - and in 
the subsequent centuries of this blessed second Age of 
the Baha'i Era as well as in the Golden Age which 
constitutes the last, the crowning Age of the first Era of 
this Holy Cycle." 

It is earnestly hoped that Baha'is the world over 
may, by the Grace of Baha'u'llah, be enabled to con
secrate their efforts to the proclamation of His Message 
in this period, so that each one may gain the crown of 
everlasting glory in the path of service and become a 
torch of guidance and a promoter of love and peace 
among all men. 
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BahQ;'{ Institute at Fort Qu'AppeUe, Saskatchewan, Canada. Dedicated by Hand oj the Cause Tara.pJ.'Hllih Samandari in Novem
beT 1967 (See BAHA'i NEWS, June 1968, p. 5) this property, nestled among the hills oj the beautiful Qu'Appelle VaUev is the 
sctme' oj a continuing series of $chools and weekends for teaching, deepening and socializing. Its new building, .!houm in the 
center of th.e above picture is rapidly being completed. 

Hille Year Plall Goals 

Affailled ill Callada 

Site toT the fu,ttLre Canadian Baha'i House oj Worship. It is in 
Markham Township, near the city oj Toronto and consists of 
over sixteen. acres, on which. is also the 8'a?iratu'I-Quds, (see 
BAHA'f NEWS June 1969, p. 5). 

Local Spiritwll Assembly 01 th.e Bahd'i3 of St. John's. New
foundland, fonn.ed at Rir;i.uan 1969. Left to right. front: Mrs. 
Nancy Flynn, Miss Dianne Stogre, Mrs. Edwyna Noble, Mn. 
Elizabeth RocheBte-r; rear; Brian MinieUy, Dr. Calvin Noble, 
Dr. Michael Rochester, Stephen McLean. Tom Flynn. This is 
the .first local Spiritual Assembly in the entire province 01 
Newfoundland and Lao1'ador. The Nine Yea1' Plan 110al iI three 
assemblies to be formed on the island of N ewioundlarul. and 
one in Lao.,adM. 

-.,~ 
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EUROPEAN SUMMER SCHOOLS 
MAY -SEPTEMBER, 1969 

AUSTRIA May 23·26 Hotel Fadai, St. Michael. near 
Leoben, Styria 

BELGIUM August 23·31 Chateau d'Oteppe 

BRITISH ISLANDS July 5·16 Hall School, Dun Laoghaire, 
Rep. of Ireland 

August 9·23 Dalston Hall, near Carlis1e 
August 23·Sept. 2 Harlach, Wales 

FINLAND June 27·July 2 HarmaHi Motel, Tampere 

FRANCE In late summer in Annecy 

GERMANY August 2·10 Trier 

ITALY September 7·18 Igea Marina (Rimini). Hotel Victoria Chateau d'Oteppe in 

and Diplomatic 

LUXEMBOURG June 20·23 Hotel de Pare, Esternach 

NETHERLANDS August 1·10 Ellecom, Netherlands (Holland) 

NORWAY June 28.J uly 5 Ringsaker's College between Hamal" 
and Lillehammer 

SPAIN August 15-17 Tarrasa 

SWITZERLAND September 6·14 Chateau-D'Dex 

Location of GeTman. Baha'i summer school August 2-10. 
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EL SALVADOR LAUNCHES NEW TEACHING PLAN 

Exciting new teaching activity is going on in El 
Salvador since the launching of a pilot teaching plan on 
January 26 of this year at a national Baha'i Congress 
held in the capital city. San Salvador. The plan consists 
of assigning each active Baha'i a goal locality of his 
choice near his place of residence, which he is respon
sible to visit at least once a month to create or 
stimulate Baha'i activity, He is free to invite anyone he 
wishes to accompany him, but he is re,~ponsible for 
planning the visits to his goal. Generally, the more 
experienced Baha'is accompany the less experienced 
ones. After his visit, he fills out a mimeographed form, 
giving an account of the trip, and submits it to the 
National Teaching Committee. 

The localities, selected by the Teaching Committee, 
surround Baha'i centers in spiral form and were chosen 
among new towns, groups, isolated centers, and weak 
local spiritual assemblies. The list of localities was 
presented at the Congress and each participant chose 
his goal. A few offered to take on two goals_ It was 
stressed that one did not have to be erudite in the 
Teachings or possess eloquence to participate in the 
plan; it could be enough just to give out literature and 
converse simply. 

To assure the implementation of the plan without 
slackening, to keep aware of the activities of the 
participants, and to give them support and encourage
ment, the members of the National Teaching Commit
tee (who themselves have goal localities) are each 
responsible for a certain number of the participa~ts. 

Each Baha'i is encouraged to finance hIS own triPS, 
but if he is unable, the National Teaching Committee 

gives him assistance. 
In the first two months since the launching of this 

plan the following activity was generated: seventy-six 
teaching trips were made, forty-six persons partici
pated in the trips, thirty-two localities were visited, 
seventy teaching reports of the trips were submitted, 
fifteen Baha'is enrolled in eight different localities (out
side of the capital) and many new contacts were made, 
three new local spiritual assemblies have been assured. 

As a result of the new teaching plan, many thrilling 
experiences are being told of finding receptive souls or 
of revitaJizing an inactive Baha'i group or isolated 
believer_ So often the thought comes to mind: ~'What if I 
hadn't gone to that village, I would have deprived that 
ready and waiting soul of hearing of the Message! U 

The benefits of the plan are enOrmous. It has brought 
increased spiritual health to the Baha'i community 
and to the individuals who are participating. They are 
busy teaching, thrilled with their new experiences, and 
the divine confirmations have opened new doors and 
drawn them closer to Baha'u'lhih_ Even a new Baha'i, 
as shortly as practicable after he is enrolled, is given a 
goal of his choice by the National Teaching Committee 
and helped with it by more experienced Baha'is. In this 
way he experiences from the very beginning the fulfill
ment of Baha'u'lIah's promises to bestow divine inspi
ration and guidance upon whosoever arises to teach. 
One of the new believers in EI Salvador took the 
Message by himself and on his own initiative to two 
villages within the first week of being a Baha'i, even 
before there was time to assign him a goal! 

h Id ' S Salvad"T, E! Salvador. in Janua.,y, wMch wu.nched BaM', COng1"fSS e tn an .... 
naticmal pilot teach.ing plan. 



• 
School Exhibit in India 

The New Era High School at Panchgani held its Arts 
and Crafts Exhibition on April 23, 1969. It was extreme
ly well planned, tastefully decorated, and skillfully 
conducted. The exhibition was opened by the principal 
of one of the schools in Panchgani. 

During the day hundreds of visitors paid a visit to the 
school and appreciated the novel items on display 
which were made by the school children. In the after
noon children from all schools came in large numbers 
to the exhibition. 

.... ' ....... ,-

JULY 1969 
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At the sixth. annual national Convention of the Bahd.'is at the Hawaiian 1slands held Mall 26·27, 1969. 

COllvenfions ill - Hawaii 

Viefnam 

National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd.'b 0/ Vietnam. Left 
10 right: Le Loe, chairman; Le Can, vice-chairman; Le Goo, 
.secretary; TTuong Liem Dong~ tTeasarer; Nguyen Hoang Loc, 
a.sristant secretary; Mn. Tran Thi Giang Chau; Le DUll Thinh.; 
Qudng Dinh Minh; ana Ngu'Jjlen van No. 

National Baha'i Convention held in Vietnam Ri(!vdn 1969. 

9 
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Australian Youth Arise 
First National Conference 

The Baha'i youth of Australia held their first National 
Youth Conference at Bo1ton Place Baha'i Summer 
School from April 4 through April 6. The youth present 
recommended the formation of a National Youth Com
mittee to the National Spiritual Assembly and further 
set out a plan calling for youth pioneering, travel teach· 
ing, minority teaching, and contributions to the Fund 
as well as a plan to introduce the Faith into educational 
establishments. The National Spiritual Assembly has 
accepted the plan of the youth. 

Hand of the Cause H. Collis Featherstone has written: 
I'r have just come from the first Youth Convention of 
the Baha'is of Australia. There were eighty youth pres
ent from all States of Australia except Northern Terri
tory. It was opened with all nine members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly present on Friday night 
and right from the start there has been a tremendous 

JULY 19" 

spirit such as I've not seen in Australia before, except 
perhaps at Intercontinental Conferences." 

Services at House of Worship 

As part of the Proclamation program of the Austra· 
Han national community, the Baha'j youth presented the 
public service at the House of Worship on March 23. A 
choir. largely made up of youth, sang. After the ser· 
vice, the youth who were visitors were invited to the 
information room where a talk was given on the Faith, 
followed by questions and discussion. That evening a 
fireside was conducted by and for youth at the National 
Headquarters. Also as part of the Proclamation pro.
gram, a special children's service was incorporated 
into the public service on March 9. Children read 
simple prayers, and from Hidden Words, and Words of 
Wisdom. 

BaM'-£ youth at the first Atutra!ian BaM'l Youth Convention 19B9. 

T 
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Some of those who attended the speciat House of Wonhip puMic service on MaTch 23, 
1969, pTe'sented by th.e Bahd'1 Youth as part of the AustTalian Prodamation pTogrnm. 

National Convention of th.e Baha'is of Australia held in AprH 1969. 

11 
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New Board Member Announced 

at North East Africa Convention 
The Annual Convention of North East Africa took 

place in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on April 26-27, with 
Counsellor Aziz Yazdi and Auxiliary Board member 
Ata Belete Wor-ku present. It was announced that Dr. 
Hushang Ahdieh had been appointed as an Auxiliary 
Board member for the region. Delegates from Addis 
Ababa, Asmara, Mogadiscio, and for the first time from" 
Tripoli (Libya) elected the following National Spiritual 
Assembly: Leo Niederreiter, chairman; Gila Michael 
Bahta, vice-chairman; Asfaw Tessema, secretary; 
Heshmat Fa rhoum and, treasurer; Mehtsun Tedla, lraj 
Yeganeh, Ursula Samandari. Amanuel Mecconnen, and 
Rebbi Teclomariam. 

Viclories and Goal. Cited at Teaching Conference 

A regional teaching conference was held April 2S-, 
1969, at the i;£a«iratu'l-Quds in Addis Ababa. Teaching 
activities in Eritrea, espeeially in the Kunama area., 
were presented by the friends from Asmara, the com
munity whose efforts restored the Kunama Assembly. 
Friends from Addis Ababa reported the formation et 
four new Assemblies: Gondar. Dire Dawa, Bulbua, ami 
Gemeto. Friends from Somalia also gave a summary of 
their teaching activities. 

Aziz Yazdi, of the Board of Counsellors, and Ato 
Be1ete Worku, Auxiliary Board member, stressed vari
ous aspects of teaching and the need to encourage each 
other to achieve our goals. 

Baha"{ in the News 

The FrankfurteT Rundschau of Frankfurt, Germany 
carried an article on the Baha'I House of W1h:Ship at 
Langenhain on February 13, 1969, with an aecmmpaDY
ing photo. Entitled "Symbol of a United Wm:Id" the 
account stated that between SOO and 1,000 pe!'3CIIDS visit 
the Temple every week end. It also gave a lIIriet cle
scription of the Baha'I Faith and its principles and 
mentioned its rapid growth in recent decades. 

The Baden-Baden Daily (Germany), repEided a talk 
by Dr. E ugen Schmidt in which he stated that Sa
ha'u'llah, Who lived in the last century, had proclaimed 
the God-given rights of man. 

Bahffl Exhibit in Munich 

BaM.'i students at the University of Munich (Ger
m any) received permiSSion last November for a weekly 
exhibit of Baha'i literature. Exhibited every Wednes
day beginning in November, it has been seen by 
thousands of student passers-by. A number of the 
students have become interested in the Faith, asked for 
information, and attended the weekly organized discus
sion classes held at the University. 

National Spiritual Assemblr 

of the BaheNs of Germany 

JULY 196' 

The NatioAal Spiritual Assemb!y o{ Germany elected Ri(bd.n. 
1969. FT"f11a lett to right. Standin,,: Rene Steiner, vice-dlair
man; Petu Mith!scnlegel; Dr. Fat'had Sobhani; Dr . .Bo,awg 
Hemmati, d.airman.; Huschmand Sabet; Hellmut Schmidt. Sit
ting: AnneW"ese Bopp, secretaTlI; Otto HiiJneT tre'4lUre," Atme-
mat'le KTutpl'r. •. 

• 

r 
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The National Baha" Office for Human Rights 
Receives Award 

I 
'I 

-~ 

At the dinne'T at the Plaza Hotel in New York City an May IS, when Mrs, Juliette Buford (fourth 
feft, standing) Director of N ABOHR received, on behalf of th4t office, the Silver Ant.'lil Trophy awarded 
by the Pu~lic Relations Society of AmeTica tOT outstanding perfonnance in special events (See BAHA'j 
NEWS June 1969. p. 17) 

At the 4nntLai Convention of the Baha'is oj Jamaica, soown at left. held at Spanish Town. AuxiUaT1/ Board members El!.&wo.,.th. 
Blackwell and. W. A. MitcheU were present with the deleoates and friends. Rioht: National Spiritual Assembly of BaM'u of 
Jama.ica elected April 27, 1969: left to right, front: Ivan A. Graham. Emily Taylor, Maud A. GaHier, E!aine Anglin, Nen Brown; 
rear: (EIlswcwth Blackwell) Dr. C. Kin". Leopold Seymou.r. Eustace Williamson, Not S'OOwn: Mrs. Esmte Burton. 

EZlnoorth Blackwell of Haiti, AuxUiarli Boa.Td member, spea./..:
in" at Port au Prince, Haiti cha]lh~T of the International Toast
master's club on "E'qU4lity of the Sexes." 

Some Of the many people who g4thered. to 1>411 a last tribute 
to Dorlean Juste-Consta:nt, a Baoo'i from Haiti who was wen 
known and respected thToughout the country as well as 4mong 
the BaM'is themselves, 

r 
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Nine 01 t.he Thirty-Nine 
Newly Formed Assemblies In the United States 
"Foundation Stones of the New World Order" 

Oce4n5ide, Cali/ornia. Left to righ.t. front: Laurene Rave-nette, 
Janice Rowe, Iris DanenberQ, Cici CaTson, Bob Carson; reaT: 
Mamie Humbles, Eurte Horne, Foster BUckneT, Gerald Horne. 

Torrance, California. Left to right, rear: James Sparks, Tom
mie Naomir Rose, treasurer; Ralph Farmer, Myrna Hopkins, 
secretary; Victor Hardin, chairman; middle; KaTnl. BrideweH, 
ree. secreu:lTlI; Ruth Hardin, Ruth Farme-r; front; Date Bride
weU, vice chairman. 

Fai!'fax. Virginia. Left to Tight, front: E!.eano,," Soo Fouts, 
chatrman: Donald E. Larson, vice chairman; Gretchen K. BOT
der, secretary; Pauline Letbe-tter, Pari Mays; rear: Leroy K. 
Fouts, AHen Baxtey, Don C. Letbetter, JT., G, Kenle!J Mays, 
treasurEn'o 

Town of Oyster Bay, New York. 

Mesa, Arizona. Left to right, jront: Seymour Malkin, chai.,.. 
man; Mel Rich.ardson, Juanita Staal't, Margot Malki.n, co.,.· 
res. secretary; Vivian Richardson. librarian: rear: Maurice 
KeUe-rhouse, Ann Shutko, rec. secretary; David Stuart, Geor. 
gene Kelly. treasurer. 

T 
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Victorvme, California. Left tc) right, rear: Eddie L. Roach, 
Earlie Potts, David Russell, Julius Wertheimer, Thomas Ran
dall; front: Do!ores Roach.. Leona GuUd, Sue GuiHiand, Donna 
Tat/lOT. 

FoTt CoHim, Colorado. Left to right, dandin,,: Peter T, H4Ug, 
chairman; Jolie V. Haug, carres. SeC1'etaTY; Jules VautTot, vice 
chairman; Ira; Poostchi; seated: Steve Garrigues, tTeasuTer; 
Machiko Garrigues, Kaye Giffin, recording secretary; Mina 
Poostchi. Ricfla:rd Hutchins. 
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Idaho Fal[$, Idaho. Left to Tight, seated: Mrs. J01/ce Booman, 
Mrs. KaTen Flynn. Mrs. El.eanore Conkling, Shirle'U Baile1l, 
MT$, DOToth.1I AHan; standinQ: Glenn Booman. Jack Flynn. 
Adrien Alum, John ConkUng. 

Fayetteville, ATkamas. Lelt to rignt, Tear; Jame.s McGuiT£, 
chairman; Patricia Martin. Hbrarian: MaTV Heni.ey. Alan 
Martin, Leslie Nott; front: Shirley Fran.gione, Julia Shows. 
treasurer; Ann Davidson, Helen Nott • .secretary. 

Assemblies Achieving Incorporation Goal 

New Berlin, Wl!ronsin, incorporated March 12, 1969. Left to 
right, front: Mrs. lone BUtington, MTS. Agnes Puza, Mrs. 
Evelyn Gitbert, Mn. Loraine Witt; Tear: Carl Reime-r, Mrs. 
Jessie Reimer, Dr. Francis GHbert. Mrs. Jean Luderus, Tom 
BilUngton. 

Spi'r'ittull Auembl1J of the Baha'i's 01 E! Cajon Judicial District. 
Calijo'r'nia. inco'r'pOrated May 2. 1969. Lett to right, seated: 
Joseph. Hoffman, Jr., Mrs. Lilah Hoffman. Jr., treIl3UTer,' R'tL8-
sen NejJew, chairman; Mrs. Goldie NeDew standing: Mrs. 
Kay Patton, corTes. secTeta'r'Y: Mrs. Florence Ragland. Dr. Fred 
Ragland, vice chairman: Mrs. Gnolee Rushing, 'J'ecording sec
'J'etary; M'r'S'. loy Munson. 

r 
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U,S, Local Assembly Incorporated 

Lane Count'll. O"egon, inC011)oTated. October 24. 1968. Lett to 
right, 1'ear: M-:-s. June NichotS", sec.; Mrs. Cora. Altne, Mrs. 
Dawn AUree, Mrs. Jean lves, Mrs. Lyle James; front: Walter 
James, Charles Altree, Wilbur Nichols. chairman; Norman lues, 
trelUU1'er. 

Local Assembly in Norway 

The 1i ... .st local Spi1'ituut Assembly oj Trondheim, NorwaV, 
jormed Ri(lvdn 1969. Seated: Edel Lange·Niel.sen. Mirh.angtz 
Navidi.. Aslaug Melbye, Pauline Ra'fat, Hanne Rasmussen. 
Standing: Gunna ... Lange~Nielsen, Hooshan" RU'fat. Steffen 
RasmusS'en, and Abdu'Ua.h Navidi. 

JULY 1969 

International News Briefs 
The first local spiritual assembly in the Orkney 

Islands came into being RiQ.van 1969 with the formation 
of the Assembly of Kirkwall. This Assembly, comprised 
of three Orcadians, two Persians, two South Africans 
and two English, is the first Assembly to be formed ~ 
any island group around the British Isles and at its 
inception has a Baha'i Center recognized by the Bor
ough and thus exempt from taxes, has received recog
nition by the education authorities for the Bah" 'j chil
dren to observe the Baha'i holy days; has a record of 
excellent publicity; and a healthy Bah,,'! Fund. 

o 
Guyana, the future seat of the National Spiritual 

Assembly of the Guianas to be formed at Ridvim 1970 
exceeded its goals for Ri~ vim 1969 and fo~ed thre~ 
new assemblies. 

a 
At the invitation of the Hawaiian State Legislature, 

Baha'is presented invocations before the Legislature on 
April 1 and 2. On April 1 Dr. Richard Bauman, chair
man of the National Spiritual Assembly? read two pray
ers revealed by 'Abdu'l-Baha; and on April 2 Dale Eng, 
chairman of the National Youth Committee, read Ba
ha'i prayers. 

a 
Another Nine Year Goal has been achieved with the 

founding of the Bah,,'! Publishing Trust of Italy on 
April 18, 1969. 

o 
As a result of the recent legal incorporation of the 

National Spiritual Assembly of Spain, that National 
Assembly is now able to greatly intensify teaching and 
proclamation efforts. It was possible to hold a public 
meeting for the first time and to present the Faith in a 
university, in a library, and in a movie house in the 
Catalonian region. Several articles on the Faith were 
published in Catalonia as well as in the Balearic and 
Canary Islands. The Name of Bahil'u'llilh has now been 
mentioned on the radio for the first time, and the Baha'i 
prinCiples have also now been announced on the radio. 
This radio publicity has been over the most important 
radio station - Radio N aciona! de Madrid. 

a 
The National Spiritual Assembly of Tanzania has 

been officially recognized by the Tanzanian Govern
ment as a religious body in that country. 

CORRECTION 
It has been called to our attention, by Auxiliary 

Board member Curtis Kelsey, that it was Dr. Florian 
Krug who joined him in giving assistance to Isma?i1 
Agha, in the incident related in the article Flowers to 
'Akl«i, BAHA'i NEWS, May 1969, p. 8. 

BAHA'! NEWS is published for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States, as a news 
Drean reporting current activities of the Baha'i world community. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee; Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee. Managing Editor; Mrs. Eunice 
Braun, International Editor; Miss Charlotte Lintoot, National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr, Rexford C. Parmelee. 

Material must be received by the twenty-fifth of the second month preceding date of issue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, illinois 60091, U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to National BaM'i Center. 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette. Illinois. U.S.A. 60091. 
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CORNER STONE LAID FOR HAZIRATU'l-QUDS - ETHIOPIA/SOMALIA 
• • 

Continna.tal Board at CounsellorS" member 
Azit yazdi brea'dng the' ground for tne 
setting of CO'ffle1'stone tOT th.e National 
.{I~Tatu'l-Quds of Eth.iopia and Somalia. 

Prayer by Continental BooTd of Counsellors 
member Mr. Aziz Yazdi, ajter setting the 
cornerstone at the Na.tional .{la;Pratu'l-Quds 
of Ethiopia and Somalia. during th.e Con
vention of the' Baha'is of NOTth Ecut Africa 
held last April. 

ETHIOPIAN BAHA'is HOLD 

Group photograph in Gemetto, Eth.iopia, 
{lIter assembly election. Standing, fouf'th 
and sixth from rigllt, aTe Mr. a.nd Mt's. 
14",a'" trom Tripoli. Seated, at extreme lett. 
is Jamshid AbduI-Nabil from Addb Aba.ba, 
and third from lett is Salah J 4rTah., a pioneer 
in Djibouti. 

I 
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Intercontinental Travels Of The Hands Of The Cause Of God 

PLANS are being formulated for the Hands of the 
Cause of God whose health permits them to under

take visits to various lands. Following is a brief outline 
of some of the more recent travels of the Hands of the 
Cause. 

Hand of the Cause Zikru'llah Khcidem visited Persia 
and had fruitful consultations with the Continental 
Board of Counsellors and the National Spiritual As
sembly of Persia. From there he visited neighboring 
countries accompanied by one of the Counsellors. Later 
he participated in the National Convention of Panama, 
and traveled to Haiti. 

Hand of the Cause Dr. Adelbert Milltlschlegel 
traveled and taugbt in Iceland, Austria, Switzerland, 
Germany, and the Netherlands. After participating in 
the Austrian Convention, he attended the Austrian 
Summer School May 23-27. The month of June was 
spent "in Iceland assisting the teaching work in that 
crucial goal island. 

Returning from his highly successful teaching jour
neys in India, Hand of the Cause Mr. Enoch Olinga 
represented the Universal House of Justice at the first 
National Convention of Burundi and Rwanda. 

Hand of the Cause William Sears brought his ele>
quence and unique spirit to the Continental Board of 
Counsellors' deepening conferences in Los Angeles and 
Vancouver and to the National Convention of the United 
States. 

For Hand of the Cause John Robarts, the ·winter
spring program of the Continental Board of Counsellors' 
deepening conferences throughout the United States 
and Canada was a major responsibility and oppor
tunity. At Montreal, Oshawa? and Saskatoon in Canada, 
at Atlanta, Philadelphia, and St. Louis in the United 
States, Mr. Roba rts contributed crucially to the success 
of the deepening programs. 

Hand of the Cause Collis Featherstone's travel trip to 
the first National Convention of Papua and New 
Guinea, where he represented. the Universal House of 
Justice, began with a stop at Yerrinboo] Summer 
School where he participated in the first youth Confer
ence of Australia. 

Hand of the Cause Dr. Ral)matu'liah Muhajir 
traveled in India during the first week of April, and in 
Burma on April 6 and 7 where he consulted with the 
National Spiritual Assembly. He tben traveled to Laos, 

MalaySia, and to Indonesia, where he spent nine days 
visiting the friends. From there he traveled to the 
Philippine Islands to participate in the National Con
vention, after which he met with Mr. Featherstone in 
New Guinea and visited some of the newly developed 
Baha'i centers. His next trip will be to Mexico, with 
visits enroute planned for New Britain, the Solomon 
Islands, New Hebrides, New Caledonia, Fiji, Tonga, 
Samoa, and the Society Islands. 

Hand of the Cause Abu'l-Qasim Faizi has now com
pleted his lengthy journey to the Far East and bas been 
in Tihr€m. From the PhiJippine Islands at the end of his 
trip, be doubled back to Singapore, then on to New 
Delhi at tbe end of January; in India he taught at 
Panchgani and Poona, from whence he flew to 'fihrin. 
He has been a source of inspiration to the Persian youth 
who are engaged in intensive activity. He anticipates 
an ea dy return to the Holy Land. 

The Passing of Forsyth Ward 
GRIEVED ANNOUNCE SUDDEN PASSING NAIRNE FOR
SYTH WARD DEVOTED BELIEVER WHO WHILE EN
ROUTE PIONEER POST AFRICA DURING CRUSADE 
RESPONDED REQUEST HANDS CAUSE REMAIN BAmI 
AS CUSTODIAN SACRED SHRINE BLESSED BEAUTY 
SERVING WITH WIFE JANET IN THAT EXALTED POST 
UNTIL HIS PASSING. HIS DEVOTED SERVICES AMERI
CAN HOMEFRONT SINCE EARLY TWENTIES LONG 
REMEMBERED. VIEW HIS INTIMATE ASSOCIATION 
GEYSERVILLE ADVISE HOLD BEFITTING MEMORIAL 
SERVICE DURING SUMMER SCHOOL SESSIONS THERE. 
PRAYING SHRINES PROGRESS HIS SOUL ABHA KING
DOM - UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

In addition to the above cablegram sent on June 9, 
the Universal House of Justice wrote to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States: 

" ... Mr. Ward fell and passed away in the gardens 
at Bahji early on the morning of June 8. The funeral 
services were held in Haifa on June 9 and Mr. Ward 
was laid to rest in the Baha'i cemetery at the foot of Mt. 
Carmel. 

"Mr. and Mrs. Ward had planned to leave the Holy 
Land early next month and were arranging their 
affairs at the time of his passing." 

----------------

ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS 

G1-oup photograph. atteT assembl1l e~ction, 
Bulbula., Eth.iopia. Among th.e'm are M'f. and 
Mrs. JaTTah, Jamshid Abdtd-NabU, and 
Salah J aTTan. 

\ - ! 
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.National Convention 01 the Bahd.'fs of North Ean Africa, ]969. 

NORTH EAST AFRICA 

Members oj the National Spiritual Assembt1ll of North East 
Africa ]969-197Q. Rear, lett to righot: Ira; Yegoane; 0 .... Leo 
NiedeTTeite1', chairman; Asfaw Tessema, se'C'retaT1,j: Gil.a. B4hta.; 
Rabbi Tecl.emariam. F'Tont: Amanttel MekonMn; DT. Heshmat 
Fa1'houmand, treaSUTeT; MTS. Unu", Samandari; Mehtzun 
Ted"'. 

TEN NATIONAL 
CONVENTIONS 
DISCUSS 

NORTH EAST ASIA 

AUGUST 1969 

National Spiritual Assembfy of tne Baha'is of North East Aria. 
electe'd Rf{1vdn 1969. utt to "ight. front: Ahudlah Moghbel, 
tTeasurer; Mn:. Ba:rba1'4 Sim.s, corresponding seCf'eta1'V: DT. 
lkuo Mizuko; Ph.itip MarangeUa, vice-chairman. Rear: Masazo 
Odani; Eugene SchTeiber. recording secreta.'1I; In. To.rhio 
Suzuki; Abbas Katirai, chairman; 4M HirosM Yamazaki. 

Thirteenth Annual Convention of Bahd'£S ot North.. East Asia, April 1969. Counsellor Board member Mr. Mom~zi is sitting in 
the middle, with AuxihaT1l BooTd fflembe-rs Kazutomo Umega.e. Ie.ft, and Hide1l4 Suzuki. Tight. 
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NINE YEAR 
PLAN 
GOALS 

GILBERT and ElLICE ISLANDS 

5 

Convention delegates and friends, Gilbert and. Ellice IsIandB. 

Na.tional Spirituel! Assembl1l of the Gilbert and Ellice b14nds. National Spiritual Assembl1l at tke' Baha'i.! of Ala.Bka. for 
1969-1Q. Left to Tight, front: Robin Fowler. Mrs. Georgia. 
HaisleT, recording secretaT1J; Mrs. Ja.net Smith, secretary; 
RobeTt E. (Pat) Moul, cha.irman; rear; Ben Guhrke, Blaine' 
Reed, Arthur Jess. Jr., Donald A. Anderson treasu.rer; John. 
KoIstoe. vice chairman. 

ALASKA 

Native believer.s who attended. the tMTteenth. annuo.I Bohd.'i Convention of Alaska, April 26-21, 1969. Au.rilia~ Boo:rd member. 
Howard Brown and Ted Anduron aTe' at left and right ends of second row, Also included are Melba and Eugene King, visitors 
(Tom Seattle, Washington. 
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Left: Delegates attending th.e recent National Convention in Thailand. Right: Tne newly elected Notiona.L Spiritual AuembZlI of 
Thailand. Left to right, front: Mrs. Dhanya. ApijatbutT, secreta.1'1I; Miss CaTmrm Rabena; Mrs. Shirin. Yo zOO.,., chaiTtJl4n; MiD 
Lampoon BtLtIsak. Rear: Cnalad BTomavongsanon: Sawang Thongsoot; NataTajah Yogachandra, tTeaWffr; Wichai Strikhem; 
Prasasana Buanaoth.ong. 

THAILAND 

BOLIVIA 

Newly elected National Spiritual Assembly of Bolima, Lett to 
right, front; Dr. E. OUladi; Migues Diez. cnairma.n; ManucheT 
Sh.oai.. Rear: 1sid"o JochokaUo; Sabino Ortega.; Carmela Jo.cha
kono; Angelica Co.stas, seCTetary; And1'es JachakoUo; Eh.$anol
~ah Rezvani, chairman. 

Delegates attending the National Bahci'i CDnvention of Bolivia, R«;tvan 1969. held in Cochabamba at the 
National Bah.a'i Institute. 
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SWAZILAND, LESOTHO AND MOZAMBIQUE 
The third national Convention was held in Swaziland 

April 25-27, at the new University-Col1ege of Luyengo, 
the Agricultural Branch of the University of Botswana, 
Lesotho, and Swaziland. It was extremely well attended 
by delegates and friends from all three cOlUltries and 
there were never less than 100 people during the Satur
day and Sunday program. The Convention was singu
larly blessed by a member of the Continental Board of 
Counsellors for Africa, Mr. Shidim FatQ.-i-A'~am. who 
was in no small way responsible for the fire and 
enthusiasm which slowly developed through the course 
of the convention. 

During the reading of the message from the Uni
versal House of Justice (in English, Zulu, and Sesotho) 
and the discussion of it afterwards, the urgent need to 
win and consolidate the goals of the Nine Year Plan as 
rapidly as possible was expressed, Mozambique has 
obtained three out of the necessary ten local assemblies 
to complete its goals; Lesotho had gained ten (possibly 
eleven) of its necessary fifteen; and Swaziland had 
achieved fourteen of its goal of fifty. The Convention 
learned that 2.7 acres of land had been acquired and 
paid for in Swaziland with strong hopes for a teacher
training institute to be erected there so that teachers 
could be trained before RiQ-van next year, It would also 
provide an ideal location for the next convention. All of 
this depends upon getting a few problems sorted out so 
that the construction can go ahead. Money has also 
been pledged for the same buildings in Lesotho. 
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National SpiTituaI Assembly of Swaziland, Lesotho, a.nd Mo
zambique', 1969-1970, Left to right, front: Rudolfo Duna., Ange
lica Duna, Bothata Pokane, ATthur Maqutu, Rear: Christophef' 
Kuhtase, John AlIen, Valera Allen. CIlaTles Ducker, Philip 
Harvey. 

MALAYSIA AND BRUNEI 
Brief accounts of these Conventions are given on page 
10 of this issue of BAHA'I NEWS. 

PARAGUAY 
See page 16 this issue BAHA'i NEWS "Paraguay Cites 
Goals Achieved" for account of Convention and elec
tion of National Spiritual Assembly 1969-1970. 

National Convention of the Baha'is of Swaziland, LesotPl.o, and Mozambique, 1969, 
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Five English Goal Towns Respond 
To Proclamation 

Special Baha'I Weeks were held in the goal towns of 
Bath, Bedford, Ipswich, Poole, and Stafford in the 
British Isles. Although the Mayor of Bath was unable to 
attend the reception, he agreed to accept a book and 
arranged for the Baha'is to meet him. The highlight of 
the week was the appearance on television of the 
secretary of the Bath Baha'i Group, in the program 
"Points West." The results from this are still coming in 
with inquiries from places throughout the south and 
southwest, and interest was shown by people helping to 
produce the program and even by cameramen. This 
wonderful publicity helped in no small measure to 
insure success, and all meetings in Bath were well 
attended. Some Welsh youth entertained with Baha'i 
songs and were well received by everyone. Public 
meetings, fireSide meetings, slide shows, coffee eve
nings - all these took place in Bath as in all the goal 
towns. 

The Week in Bedford was launched by the Mayor, 
who attended the reception and presentation and gave 
a good account of the Faith in his address. The local 
Member of Parliament sent a letter of good wishes and 
told of his visits to the Temple at Wilmette and the 
Shrine of the Bab on Mount Carmel, and of his knowl
edge of the good work being done by Baha'is. Atten
dance at all meetings was good, with many guests at 
each meeting. A constant stream of people viewed the 
two window displays, some venturing inside to inquire 
further. 

In Ipswich the Baha'i Week was launched by a 
reception and presentation to the Mayor t with forty-two 
people present, including a team of television camera
men. An excellent photograph of the event appeared in 
the local press. Among the results of this proclamation 
were the following: The heads of most of the depart
ments concerned in running the town learned about the 
Faith; leaders of various clubs and societies received 
invitations to the receptions; the press reception led to 
a good feature article; pamphlets were given education 
officers concerned in booking for the civic college; a 
request came to supply a speaker at the Y.M.C.A. 

The Mayor of Poole was unable to attend the recep
tion and presentation there but agreed to accept the 
book All Things Made New and invited the Baha'js to 
meet him later. A week later the Baha'is 'were invited 
by the local United Nations Association Youth Group to 
send a speaker. 

In Stafford the Baha'is got off to a wonderful start 
with' a reception and presentation of the book AU 
Things Made New to the Mayor py Hand of the Cause Dr. 
Adelbert Miihlschlegel, with Board of Counsellors 
member Mrs. Dorothy Ferraby and Auxiliary Board 
members Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Gregory also present. 
The Mayor and Mayoress, who was presented with 
flowers, were obviously very happy. The Mayor, who 
had studied about the Faith prior to the occasion, gave 
the Baha'is a good account and said that the sooner 
humanity realized that they were one big family, the 
better things would be. Meetings throughout the week 
were well attended, and non-Baha'is usually outnum-
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Hand of the Cause Dr_ Adelbert Muhbchtegel presents the 
Mayor oj Sta.fford with a copy of th.e book: All Things Made 
New. 

bered the Baha'is. With the meetings, publicity~ and 
shop window displays, it is no exaggeration to say that 
hardly a soul missed hearing the word ·~Baha'i" in this 
town. It was the talking-point and will be for some time 
to COme. 

A great deal of the success of the proclamation in the 
five towns is attributed to the cooperation and support 
of the Baha'is from other communities who gave of 
their time to help to teach and to answer questions by 
the many inquirers. 

University Students In British Isles 
Widely Proclaim Faith 

In Southampton a Baha'i has been asked to organize 
a series of talks on comparative religion, including a 
talk on the Baha'i Faith. Up to 100 students attend these 
lectures, which are aU given by Baha'is. In Durham 
University the last of a series of lectures on uScience 
and Belief in the Seventies" was on the Baha'i Faith. 
Despite the fact that previous lecturers were authors, 
professors, etc., the organizers wrote to say that the 
Baha'j talk was by far the best. Another college meet
ing has been arranged arising from this lecture. In 
Edinburgh the three members of the University group 
have proved a regiment in their proclaiming of the 
Faith to the students. Thousands of duplicated and 
printed leaflets have been handed out and so much 
interest was aroused that the Christian Union, in the 
midst of a major miSSion, had to issue a four-page 
leaflet about the claims of Baha'u'llah. It was itself an 
excellent proclamation of the Faith with only a few 
errors, and it clearly showed the relevance of the 
"appealing teachings of Baha'u?ll.ih." Baha'i meetings 
since then have been busy _ In Sheffield the University 
paper has printed an excellent article on the Faith and 
a crowded room of students attended a talk on Baha'i 
organized by the Christian societies. The Bahl.'is of 
Leeds and Dublin have both recently formed teaching 
groups in these Universij:ies. 
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Pa.rticipants at the International Bah4'i Youth Conference April 3·6, 1969, in 
Madrid. 

Madrid Site of First European 
Youth Conference 

An international conference was held in Madrid April 
3-6, organized by the National Youth Committee of 
Spain. Over thirty enthusiastic young Baha'is attended, 
representing Austria, England, France~ Italy, Morocco, 
Portugal? Spain, and Switzerland. Written reports on 
activities were received from Denmark, Finland, and 
the Netherlands. 

It was the first time such an activity was held among 
national youth committees in Europe, Auxiliary Board 
member Charles M. loas, chairman for the conference. 
commented: lilt was a thrill to see young minds work
ing in such a selfless way." 

Every day was full of constructive consultation. The 
mornings were given to reading of reports from repre
sentatives of various countries and discussion. A need 
was expressed for more coordination of exchange stu
dents, with lists of universities and goal cities in each 
country available to youth in Europe and possibly the 
United States and iran who are planning to study 
abroad. 

The general desire was to hold conferences annually 
in the future; as well as an international youth summer 
school. The highlight of the final day was a picnic lunch 
at the Temple site near EI Escorial. 

International News Briefs 

The first Baha'i marriage between a Honduran (Car
men Alba Luz P. Moncada) and a Persian (Parviz 
Rohani), both Baha'is, took place in May in Tegucigal
pa, Honduras. The wedding was attended by many 
guests who expressed interest in the Faith. The couple 
plan to live in San Pedro Sula, HondurasJ where they 
will continue their pioneering efforts. 

International News Briefs (con.) 

The bulletin of the Italian Esperanto Federation tells 
of discussions held between the National Spiritual .As
sembly of the Baha'is of Italy and the Esperantists 
which led to a plan of mutual cooperation including: 
attending each other's meetings, exchanging informa
tion and planning joint conferences. 

British Isles 
Seven Baha. 'is from Birmingham. London, Man

chester. and Salisbury were among several hundred 
guests who attended a reception at Lancaster House, 
St. James, London, on December 18, for those who had 
served on national or local Human Rights Year COm

mittees, to have the honor of meeting H.B.H. Prince 
Philip, the Royal Patron of the Human Rights Year in 
the United Kingdom, as well as to greet one another 
and exchange experiences of Human Rights activities. 
All were agreed that although Human Rights Year 
itself had come to an end. it was by no means the end of 
the task of working to establish throughout the world 
the recognition of human rights. At the close of Human 
Rights Year the National Assembly sent to all the 
national newspapers a letter setting out clearly the 
Baha'i attitude and principles in relation to human 
obligations and rights, and local assemblies were en· 
courag ed to send similar letters to their local news
papers. 

Finland 
Eino Kyliainen, vice-chairman of the National Spir· 

itual Assembly of Finland, represented the Baha'i 
Faith in a discussion program at the Christian-Social 
Work Center in Lahti arranged for four different re
ligions-Christianity, Buddhism, Islam and Baha'i. In 
addition to the brief presentations by the speakers, 
there was audience participation from the forty people 
of diverse backgrounds who attended the event. 

.-y-. 
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BasutOI, Swazis, and ShiTong& attended the National Convention in theiT 1I4titte cQsrnmea. 

In Swaziland 

International News Briefs (con.) 

Eastern and Southern Ara bia 
Acquisition of a Temple site in the Arabian Peninsu

la. a Nine Year Plan goal. has been achieved. 

Malaysia 
The Convention was very lively and a teaching pro

gram formulated by the National Spiritual Assembly in 
consultation with Hand of the Cause of God Dr. Muhitjir 
was discussed and unanimously approved, and friends 
pledged to aid its execution. Twelve delegates offered 
their services for homefront as well as foreign coun
tries. Sixteen thousand Malayian dollars was pledged 
for the Temple site scheduled to be purchased within 
three months. 

The South and West Pacific 
Various islands of the South and West Pacific Baha'i 

community have received visits from traveling teach
ers in recent months. Edgar Olson, Knight of Ba
ha'u'llah to Guam, possession of the United States, 
visited various islands in the Solomons, New Hebrides 
and Caledonia in the ship Dawn-Breaker II, ac
companied by Johnson Oli Sukulu, Alek Sualo, and 
Kalman Kiri (National Assembly member). They 
talked to many interested people and met with chiefs 
of two villages. Another fruitful visit to the New 
Hebrides was made by Mr. Fassy accompanied by Alek 
Sualo, with several people expressing a desire to em
brace the Faith. Lambi Bay, Guadalcanal, has also 

been opened to the Faith, an area reached by canoe 
and on foot. 

Brunei 
Friends who attended the National Convention of 

Brunei were delighted by the presence of Mrs. Grete 
Fozdar, Auxiliary Board member from Kuching, and 
visiting friends from Sarawak and Malaysia. The out
standing event of the convention was the finding of two 
local speakers, two Ibans, who gave very moving talks 
in their language. 

A suitable site has been located in Benutan Ulu 
Tutong for a teaching institute, a Nine Year Plan goal. 

A Tiger Hunt Becomes A Fireside 
"Man is like the different colors of the soil. some are 

black, some brown, some yellow, some red, some 
white. From each kind of soil spriogs different plants 
with different fruits, but all are part of one world. one 
earth." 

This is how Paraguay's first indigenous believer, Mr; 
Rosendo Segundo, is teaching the Faith. He lives in 
eastern Paraguay. 400 miles, two days traveling dis
tance, from Mariscal E stigarri bia. One month ago he 
left home to hunt tigers, and by what seemed a pure 
accident the pioneers there were guided to him. Now 
the Alexanden and Mr. Rosendo Segundo are making 
many teaching trips, in between his tiger hunts, to all 
neighboring Indian groups with hopes of establishing 
new assem bUes. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Review by Garreta Busey 

This is one of the most precious books in our Bahciti 
library. The first lellers of Shoghi Effendi to the Ameri
can believers, appearing now with a fuller index and 
several important messages from later letters append
ed, Baha'i Administration is no mere outline of admin
istrative procedure. It is a storehouse of spiritual nour
ishment for individuals and assemblies alike. In the 
first twenty-five pages alone we find such subjects as 
these: the Guardian's warm love for the Baha'is, his 
reassurance in time of trial, the paramoWlt necessity of 
unity and selftessness among the friends, the value of 
tests, how to deal with an evil action, what a spiritual 
assembly is, the law of consultation, his own grief at 
the passing of 'Abdu'l-Baha, and his desire to be 
regarded by the Baha'is as their ~ ~true brother" and 
addressed only as Shoghi Effendi. 

The letters begin January 21. 1921. not quite two 
months after the passing of the Master had inflicted so 
severe a blow on the believers as to leave them stunned 
and confused. Shoghi Effendi. a young man of twenty
four, recovering from the shock, not only of his person
al grief. but also of the terrible responsibility thrust 
upon him by the Master's Will, turned to the believers 
with words of comfort, reassurance and hope. His first 
sentence established that warm personal relationship 
which made him indeed the "true brother" of all the 
Baha'is in the world: 

"At this early hour when the morning light is just 
breaking upon the Holy Land. whilst the gloom of the 
dear Master's bereavement is still hanging thick upon 
the hearts, I feel as if my soul turns in yearning love 
and full of hope to that great company of His loved ones 
across the seas, who now share with us all the agonies 
of His separation." 

The tasks which faced the young Guardian at that 
time were indeed overwhelming. The local assemblies 
were loosely organized bodies unlearned in the art of 
consultation as we know it today. There were no nation
al assemblies, though in North America there was a 
body known as the Baha'i Temple Unity. The believers, 
aftame with the love of 'Abdu·l-Baha. were filled with 
intense devotion but ignorant of many aspects of the 
Cause. They were the raw material for a new world 
order about which they knew very little. And so, imme
diately. in his second letter. dated March 5, 1922. Shoghi 
Effendi began teaching the friends step by step. not 
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only how to build their assemblies, local and national, 
but, no less important, how to imbue those institutions 
with spiritual pow"," by their oum individual develop
ment. 

For the Administrative Order is the channel for that 
new influx of the Spirit which is to establish the King
dom of God on earth. Pouring into it through its 
divinely appointed receptors under the Covenant of 
Baha'u'llah - first 'Abdu·I-BaM. then Shoghi Effendi. 
and now the Universal House of Justice - that Spirit 
flows down to us through its institutions, and we in turn 
pour back into. them the spiritual vitality which alone 
can build the World Order of Bahii·u·llah. And so. in 
these letters of the Guardian, we find again and again, 
such passages as these: 

"Unity amongst the friends, selflessness in our 
labors in His Path. detachment from all worldly 
things, the greatest prudence and caution in every 
step we take, earnest endeavor to carry out only 
what is His Holy Will and Pleasure. the constant 
awareness of His Presence and of the example of 
His Life, the absolute shunning of whomsoever we 
feel to be an enemy of the Cause, . . . these, and 
foremost among them is the need for unity, appear 
to me as our most vital duties should we dedicate 
our lives for His service." 

·'High aims and pure motives, however laudable 
in themselves. will surely not suffice if unsupported 
by measures that are practicable and methods that 
are sound Wealth of sentiment, abundance of good
will and effort, will prove of little avail if we should 
fail to exercise discrimination and restraint and 
neglect ta direct their flow along the most profitable 
channels. The unfettered freedom 01 the individual 
should be tempered with mutual consultation and 
sacrifice, and the spirit of initiative and enterprise 
should be reinforced by a deeper realization of the 
supreme necessity for concerted action and a fuller 
devotion to the common weal." 

..... all these administrative activities, however 
harmoniously and efficiently conducted, are but 
means to an end, and should be regarded as direct 
instruments for the propagation of the Baha'i 
Faith. Let us lake heed lest in our great concern for 
the perfection of the administrative machinery of 
the Cause, we lose sight of the Divine Purpose for 
which it has been created." 
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We can glean such passages for deepening our indi
vidual and collective lives much more easily now that 
we have a fuller index for the book, but if we read 
Bahd'i Administration straight through, we have a 
continuing experience: that of growing along with the 
North American Community as it matures. We see the 
establishment one by one of such institutions as the 
National Spiritual Assembly, the national convention as 
we know it today, the Baha'I news letter (BAHA'i NEWS) 

the national archives, pubJishing committee, the fund, 
and others which we now take for granted. With this 
historical perspective, we realize the power of that 
divine impetus which, guided unerringly by Shoghi 
Effendi, has enabled the Faith to develop so rapidly in 
these forty-eight years, As we watch, page by page, the 
education of an immature Community by a divinely 
guided teacher, not only does the infallible wisdom of 
the Guardian fill us with awe, but a growing sense of 
his close relationship with all the believers ~lls us with 
love. He shares with us his sorrows and his joys. The 
letters begin with the passing of 'Abdu'l-Baha and end 
with that of the Greatest Holy Leaf, sister of 'Abdu'l
Baha. They tell of his great grief at the news of the 
persecution of the friends in Persia and his joy at the 
declaration of Queen Marie of Roum ania. He asks us to 
pray for him and, in the midnight hours he prays for us 
at the Shrine of the Master. Who can fail to be deeply 
moved by this letter written in December of 1928? 

HIn the mid-watches of the night, commemorat.
ing the passing of Him Who with His own hands 
laid the head-comerstone of His Father's House of 
Worship in that land, seated within the hallowed 
precincts of His shrine, and keeping vigil in the 
company of His closest companions, I have more 
than once in the midst of my devotions prayerfully 
remembered those chosen ones of God on whose 
shoulders has fallen so weighty a responsibility, 
whose destiny is to bring to full fruition so excellent 
a heritage. I have recalled on that peaceful and 
moonlit night, with much emotion and gratitude, 
the inestimable bounties He lavished while on earth 
upon you. I have revived in my memory the 
glowing promises that His unfailing guidance and 
gracious assistance would continue from His station 
on high to be showered upon you, I have pictured in 
my mind that beauteous vision of a Cause unfolded 
in all its glory which in His immortal writings He 
has revealed unto you, And with my head upon His 
threshold, I have prayed and prayed again that we 
may all prove ourselves worthy disciples of so 
gracious a Master, that we may, when called unto 
Him, transmit, undiminished and unimpaired, our 
share of the immeasurably precious heritage be
q uea thed by Him to us all." 
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Assemblies Incorporated 

Member.s 01 the IOedl Spiritual Assembl1l 01 Northern Scwwma 
County Judicial DiBtrict~ Ca.lifornia, which made application 
fo1' incorpOf'ation. The Articles of Inc01'p01'Cltion weu rigned 
May 1, 1969. Lett to right, front: Johanna Vanonni, DorothV 
Todd, Mary Collison, Barbara. Brown; rea,.: Wa.ldo T. Bovd. 
Ernest King, Vincent Brown, Marcus Luff. Rer CoUiaon. 

Local Spiritual Assembly at the Baha'is of C'I&1ver Judida.1 
District, California, incorporated in the Baha'i yea,. 126. lAIt 
to "ight~ front: Harold Dean James, Enna. Reitan,. Sam WU
Ha'mS'. Dorothy Day; TeaT: Alice Ra.nsom, Sherrin KimbrouiJh, 
Ted Kimbrough., MfU';01'ie S,.own. Danilie Ba.me,. Holding the 
Greatest Name are th.e two original membe-r of the communitll, 

Memben of the local Spiritual Assembly at the Bahci'u of 
Fresno Judicia.l District, CaUfornia, which. initiated inC01"p01"a
OOn proceedings. The final .seal was obtaine'd April 28, 1969. 
Left picture: Edgar R. Jones; Cente,.: lett to right rear: 
At Ayala, Philip H4Qgard, vice chairman; Ed Kahl; front: Mr,. 
Joan Va1'eUa.8. John Cripe, secTetaf"1l; Mf's. Helen F. Newton, 
chairman; Mrs. GeTtrude' Griemer. tTeaS1A;Ter; Right pictu,Te; 
Mrs, KaTla Gubalke. 
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In Memory of a Hand 01 the Cause 

Presidrmt Richardson 0/ Montdair State CoUe-ge, New Jeney, 
1'eceives Baha'i books from BTtiCe Jones of the New Jersey 
State Goa!.s CommUtee as Miss Jane Caulfield of the Montclair 
Assembly tooks on, The books. inscribed by the National 
Spiritual A8"sembry Of the Baha'is of the United States, were' 
pTE!sented in memory of Hand of the Cause Mrs. Dorothy 
Beecher Baker on the fiftieth anniversary Of her graduation 
fTom Montclair State CoUege (then Montdair N07'mat ScMol). 
She was pTe'sident Of her class and edito7 of the yearbook. 
MT. Jones gave an appropriate tribute to Dorothy Baker on 
the samE' occasion when over 2S(l col!.ege alumni held a lun~ 
cheon honoring the c!.a.ss of 1919. 

Presentation to a Governor 

GaVeTnOT Winth7'op RodcefeUer of Arkansas receives The Proc
lamation of Baha'u'Uah from Albert PorteT, Baha'i of Little 
Rock, A,.kama.s. Other members of the Bahd'i Community 
shown GTe, trom lett: H. W. Holmes, Dr. Allan Ward, Elizabeth 
Rodriquez, Orville Teske. 

Bah;"; in the News 
In the book, The Near East 10,000 Years of History by 

Isaac Asimov published by Houghton Mifflin Company, 
Boston 1968, the author on page 252 makes reference to 
the Bab and to Bah,,'u'lh,h and the history of the Faith. 

o 
The first issue of a new national magazine titled, 

Living Health carries on the inside back page a photo 
of the House of Worship with the words on one side: 
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Bahti'l in the News 

Goin.~.to Chicago? Be ~ure ~o visit the beautiful, unique 
Baha I House of WorshIp, Lmden Ave. at Sheridan Rd., 
Wilm ette, TIL . . . 

o 
Purpose, the periodical of the Principia College 

Alumni Association in the Spring 1969 issue includes A 
Self-Study Course in the Principal Living Religions, 
prepared by George A. Chandler, Emeritus Professor of 
Sociology and Philosophy, Principia College, Elsah, 
Illinois. The course titled: "Religions of the World" has 
a section on the Baha'i Faith, which is listed as 
Assignment VII. The text on the Faith includes three 
full pages of copy and a full page photograph of the 
Baha'i House of Worship in Wilmette. The article tells 
where to obtain more information on the Baha'i Faith 
by writing to the National Baha'i Center in Wilmette. 
The article, which the author submitted for review 
prior to publication, contains factual information on the 
Faith, on the teachings, administration, calendar, 
places of worship, pioneering, becoming a Baha'i and 
publications. Speaking of the spread of the Faith the 
author writes, « .•. it is apparent from the remarkable 
growth of this movement that ... the Baha'i Faith is a 
missionary religion. Individual Baha'is accept respon
sibility for propagating their faith by holding informal 
discussions with small groups in homes, and public 
meetings are sponsored by local administrative bodies. 
Volunteer teachers, called pioneers, leave their own 
communities to take up residence in some area, at 
home or abroad where Baha'i is not yet well known." 

o 
La. Pensee Baha'ie is a quarterly magazine published 

in the French language under the auspices of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Switzerland. It contains 
articles and photos of interest to Baha'is and to their 
interested friends, and is attractively prepared. Baha'is 
may subscribe to this for themselves or as gifts for 
interested friends. The subscription price of $1.50 (four 
issues) should be sent by international money order 
direct to La Pensee Bahd.'ie, Chapelle 8, 2034 Peseux, 
Switzerland. 

o 
Even publications that are classed as house organs 

are carrying information on the Baha'i Faith. In the 
April 21, 1969 issue of The Honeywell World, published 
for employees of Honeywell around the WOrld, on page 
4 there is a two column story on Nuri Sabet. a Baha'i 
and industrial engineer from Newhouse, Scotland. The 
article tells of Sabet's deep interest in the Baha'i Faith 
and has a one paragraph quote by him explaining 
progressive revelation. 

o 
Empire, The Magazine of Central New York, a news

paper magazine published by the SYTacu.se Herald 
American in its April 20, 1969 issue has a feature story 
entitled, "A Modern Indian Chief," which is the story of 
Shenandoah, Chief of the Iroquois Nation. The article 
features many photos including one of the Chief receiv
ing the book, The Proclamation ot Baha'u'lhih, from 
Miss Lauretta Haynes and Duane D. Dumbleton. 

T 
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Kitty, EllSt Coast, Demerara, Guyana, South America. 
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Quebec, Canada. Quebec City is the cradle of th.e Canadian na.
tion and the erection Of a spiritua.! assembly tnere has been a 
long and ardently sought gool. Left to right, front: Oloria 
Wenk. secetal"Y; John Morland; WitHam Hatcher, treasurer; 
Judith. HatcMT, ch.airman. Rear: Michel Larin, vice-ch.airman; 
Robert Kingdon, Loui.se Despres, Frederick Ward, Daphne 
Beattie. 

Bloomington, Minnesota. Left to T'igflt, TeaT: Robert Martin.son, 
chairman: Jeffrey Wartchow, vice chairman; Lewis Hilliard, 
Stuart Markham, Fred Badiyan; front: Jean HiHiard, Cath
erine Hanson. secretary; Diane WartcMw, treasurer; Florence 
Martinron. 

AUGUST 196' 

GondaT, Ethiopia. Front. left to right: Mesfin Feteke, treasurer,' 
Gidell Gebrehiwet; Haile'8eUo.sie Inquesella.sie. Standing: M.,.s. 
Yehdega Gebrema.riam: Mu.s Marive Demi.sie; Ali Burien; 
Alema1lehu, Teclehai.Tnanot, seCTeta1'Y; Mohamed Effendi, choa!.,.. 
man; Mesfin Trige, vice~chairman. 

NEW LOCAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLIES 

Or!.ando, FlQTida. Left to right, front: MrB. Cl.a.irnel A1l.cieT'son, 
M1'8. Mineola B. Hannen, Mrs. Patricia CampbeU, MrS'. Elizabeth. 
Wigfall; reaT: Dr. Mahmoud Rabbani, Mrs. Eshraghieh Rab~ 
bani, MTS. Barbara H. GTi:tJin, M1'S. Genevieve Sugonuffl4J CaTl 
A. Hannen. 
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Newly formed local Spiritual AssemMll of Kola4~ Kauai, 
Hawaii. Lett to -right: lront, COfil Gaines, Margaret Stackh.ouse, 
Therese TliTna, LJlnn Haun; rear; Steven Gaines, Patrick PaTks~ 
John Stack:hotLSe, Drake Wells, William Budd. 

REFLECT WORLD WIDE GROWTH 

Right: Prescott, Arizona. Left to right, front: MaTti EUen Zam
zow. recording seCTetaTlI; Louise Perone, Marilyn Heaton, 
COTTeB'. secretaTll; BeveTlll McMillin; rea.,.: Ardith Lambe-rt, 
Joseph Lambert, chai.rman; Donald McMillin, treasurer; Floyd 
Seaton, vice chairman; Aaron Chischiligi. 

Las Cruces, New Mexico. Lett to right, TeaT: William Owens, 
James WOOd, Jr., Thomas Car.se'1I. Frank Evans; front: Pat 
PTejean, Videi Hu. Carol Wood, Lucy Evans, Nanc'll Owens. 
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Cupertino-StLnnydale JUdicial District, California. Left to right, 
front: M1'S. Patricia Sch.Tam, Mrs. LuciUa Yav'f"om, Mn. MaT~ 
l1a.ret Shoop, Mrs. Lynne DeVktoria; rear: Manoucheh1' Ya'U1'om, 
Mrs. Judtth Benson. Ronald Benson, Raymond B. Shoop, John 
H. DeVictoria, Jr. 

White Plains, New York. Left to right, standing: Barbara Le 
Beau, Robert Arrington, Claire Seque, Mark Sadan, Susan 
Leich, Z01la Kha~Ui; seated: Monsour KhaUli, Else NOTden, 
Joseph. M1IdeU. 
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Race Unity Day is Observed 

in the Seychelles 

with Noteworthy Success 

A public conference marked Race Unity Day, June 15 
at the Ta Chun public hall in Victoria Mahe, Seychelles 
Islands. It was attended by SOme 300 people, represent
ing different classes of society and religious convic
tions, the largest audience a purely Baha'i function has 
ever attracted in the Seychelles. 

There was wide publicity on radio and in the press, 
500 leaflets being distributed in advance as well as 
notices carried in all the local papers. A large cloth 
banner with the words "Welcome to Baha'i World Race 
Unity Day" was displayed outside the Conference hall 
on the day of the meeting. 

W. Andre, chairman and other believers: Harry Mus
sard, Willis Prosper, B. Renaud and Joseph Rageo 
presented the teachings of the Faith on race unity. 
Slides of the World Congress and of the Holy Places in 
Haifa and 'Akka were shown and 300 leaflets "Appel 
Mondial Baha 'j"! recently received from Mauritius, 
were given to members of the audience. The Confer
ence was widely reported both on the Seychelles radio 
and in the press. 

On the same night there was a radio broadcast on 
"Man One Family." Two young believers, Mr. Renaud 
and Miss Fauzia Rahman, narrated this creole broad
cast. 

As a result of this very successful meeting the Faith 
has become the main topic in the islands. 

Boan! Member Appointed in Australasia 

The Continental Board of Counsellors for Australasia 
has announced the appOintment of Mrs. Gertrude Blum 
of Honiara, Solomon Islands, to the Auxiliary Board. In 
announcing the appointment Suhayl A. 'Ala'i, secre
tary, spoke of the pleasure in appointing her and wrote, 
"The devoted efforts of Mrs. Blum over many years in 
both the administrative and teaching fields is well 
known, and we feel sure that her appointment to the 
Auxiliary Board will lend yet greater impetus to the 
teaching work and the attainment of the goals of the 
Nine Year Plan in Australasia." 

AUGUST 1969 

Paraguay Cites Goals Achieved 
The annual Convention of Paraguay closed On an 

optimistic note for the coming year based upon 
achievements of the last year. In 1968 there were two 
l~cal spiritual assemblies; the total this Riq,vim was 
eight; the total needed by 1973 is nine. The goal for 
number of localities is accomplished. Baha'i holy days 
are nationally recognized. Baha'i youth activities have 
commenced with great enthusiasm and the traveling 
teacher program has greatly accelerated. The national 
Baha'i community increased its numbers by thirty 
percent and for the first time the tribes of the Chulupi 
and Lengua Indians are represented. in the Faith. 

The new National Spiritual Assembly was elected as 
foHows: Angelica de Dolden, chairman; Cyrus Toutoun
chi, vice-chairman; Gilbert Grasselly, corresponding 
secretary; Janet Alexander, recording secretary; Cy
rus Toutounchi, treasurer; Victor Alexander

7 
Ana de 

Alvarez J Madcelino Ibarra, Josephine Johansen and 
Rosa de Laterz. 

A portion oj tne Bahci'{ displa.y at the ten-day ROl/al Easter 
Snow in Slldney. Australia, 1969. hetd annuaUy (l.nd I1ttnLcting 
we It over a miUion people' each year. 
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Mayor of Kampala Speaks at First 
Baha'i Exhibit 

The first public Baha'i exhibit of Kampala, Uganda, 
was held in the Green Room of the National Theater 
during the week of February 24 through March 2, 1969, 
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily. 

Invitations to the opening were mailed to 400 resi
dents of Kampala, and approximately 150 attended. 
The Honorable A. G. Mehta, Mayor of Kampala, spoke 
on the importance of the unity of mankind preceding 
the showing of the film, HAnd His Name Shall Be One." 
Guests were then shown an extensive exhibit prepared. 
by the local Baha'is under the direction of Mrs. Patrick 
Robarts. 

The exhibit consisted of books, charts, artifacts, pho
tographs, movies, Slides, and recordings. The wealth of 
the word of God revealed by Baha 'u 'llah was displayed 
in tablets, books, and excerpts. and in original docu
ments presented in the form of tablets written by the 
Bab, Baha'u'llah, and 'Abdu'l-Baha. The abundance of 
literature on the Faith was demonstrated by a vast 
array of books and pamphlets currently available. 
Baha'i history was illustrated in a chart depicting the 
important events from the birth of Baha'u'llith to the 
founding of the Universal House of Justice, plus dis
plays of Tne Dawm-Breakers in three languages and 
many volumes of The Bahd~i World. The arts were 
shown in oil paintings, photographs, silverwork, and 
handwoven carpets and the diversity of nationalities 
and religious backgrounds was illustrated with photo
graphs and slides taken during conventions, Temple 
dedications, and intercontinental conferences. 

Interest shown by the public was gratifying, as was 
the cooperation of local Baha'is in planning, preparing, 
and manning the exhibit which was a SUccess artistical
ly. in attendance, and in local press coverage. 

Slide and movie presentations were regularly shown 
at well-publicized times. Visitors came steadily in small 
groups throughout the day and were predominantly 
young adult Africans. The second largest group to show 
mterest in the exhibit were Asians. Attendance was 
estimated at 75-100 persons a day, who showed genuine 
rather thari casual interest. 

Ma.],IOT at Kampala~ th.e HOnoTable A. G. 
Mehta, viewing exhibit. 
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Mayor at Kampala delme'ring a speech. on the occa.ion of the 
BaM'i exhibit. 

First BaM" public exhibit euer held in 
Uganda, FebT'UaT]I 24 th,1'ough Ma1'ch 2, 1969. 

Another part of the Kampala e.:rhibit. 
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PIONEERS IN WEST CENTRAL AFRICA 

Pioneers to We'gt Central AtTica: lett to right, front: Helen 
Reech, Togo; Jean Swinney. NigeT!a.; MT8. Stephanie Troxel, 
Nigeria; TeaT: Du.a.ne TToxet, Nigeria; Patrick Beer, Ghana; 
Vf'. William Maxwell, membeT Board of Co'Unse'llors~ Nigeria; 
Sam Lynch, Gh4na. 

AUGUST 1969 

BaM'is 01 Sekondi-Takoradi. Ghana. (Ghana's falten growing 
community) with Board at Coun.seHoTs membeT WiUiam Mar
wen, second TOW, thi'l"d fYOm left. 

AFRICAN INSTITUTES MEET READY RESPONSE 
in Ghana 

Teaching institute held in south Ghana in Acero, the capital 
city, located on the seacoruJt. Another institute wa.s held in 
Channyile in n01'them Ghana, the hot gnISBlandB where the 
simple pastOTal farmers eagerly emb'raced the spirit of the 
Faith. Both institutes were held at the close of la.st year. 
Below, lett: DT. Maxwell, .shown with a Bahd.'i chief of Gha.ft4. 
3pOk.e on the develOpment of the Faith through a series 01 
crises and alterna.te victories~ u.sing God passes By to iU~ 
this evolution. He abo highlighted an exhilarating session of 
collective consultation on written questions. For the fi.01"thern 
conference, pioneers and African BaM'is Tented 0. bus and 
traveled through th.e villages gatheTlng up Bahd"u. 

A.frioon 

'Blltitule 

Smite. 

r 
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In Dahomey 

Zululand Conference Pays Tribute 
to Pioneers 

A two-day conference was held in Zululand in Febru~ 
ary at Lamboti with an attendance of seventy-five. Dr. 
Alice Kidder and her sister. Dr. Elizabeth Oher, who 
after fifteen years of service in South Africa are return
ing to the United States as pioneers to the South, were 
honored at the teaching conference at Gabalatsani 
(Pretoria District). The first speaker. Petro Kelly, 
spoke about pioneering in South Africa: "Pioneering is 
the sacred duty of every Baha'i ... it doesn't have to 
be to another country. There are dark patches all over 
that do not have the Light of Baha'u'llah. We must 
thank people like Dr. Kidder and Dr. Ober who come to 
places like Africa to tell the people of the Message of 
Baha'u'llah. but now it is up to us to carry that 
Message all over." Zululand has thirteen declarations 
and is also putting forward plans for an institute. 

Other South and West Africa Achievements 
Cape Town forged ahead the past year and gained 

twelve declarations in new areas in three weeks. Val
iant Hahit'is forsook their personal time weekends and 
holidays, did not go to the old beaten tracks where 
Bahi 'u 'Ilah's word had fallen on barren ground, but 
struck out afresh in new areas, calling at one new 
villa ge afte r another. 

Baha'is of Mafeking on the Northern Cape have been 
erecting fencing around the Lekoko property. This 
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BelQw, left: Teaching institute held in Dahomey wh!ch also 
included delegates from Togo and Niger. A focal ~int was the 
p~epaTation of a book of teaching aids composed oj phOlos, 
pictures of Bahd'i holy places and edifices, and pictoria! anal
ogies to expi.ain the teacnings. These we're presented by Sam 
Lynch, American pioneer in Ghana. When th.e sesrion con
cluded each one had his own pictorial teaching aid. Hennan 
Kudo!o of Togo, Madame Francois Pierre Charles of Dahomell 
Madame Djoneidi of Niger and Hodonou Frederic presented 
other aspects Of this lively_, enjoyable pTO{11"am. 

property was the generous gift SOme time ago of Chief 
Lekoko and Mafeking. The communities in the area 
have been working hard to fence the land in so that 
they can put up buildings for Baha', activities. They 
are also bringing in new believers. 

International News Briefs 

Gilbert And Ellice Islands 
Tarawa Baha'is and visiting Convention delegates 

attended a public meeting on the islet of Betio, the 
principal port of the Colony on Saturday, May 3. The 
meeting was held inside the spacious and beautifully 
constructed maneaba:. As there was to be a meeting of 
the Tarawa Association on the same evening, a con
siderable non-Baha'i audience with representatives 
from many villages of the atoll had already gathered 
there by the time the Baha'i talk began. Of a total 
audience of about 120 persons, more than half were 
visitors who came to hear Howard Harwood, member 
of the Continental Board of Counsellors for Australasia, 
give an inspiring talk. 

San Andres And Providencia islands, Colombia 
When the Nine Year Plan was launched, San Andres 

and Providencia Islands were both virgin territories to 
be opened to the Faith. In 1965 a pioneer settled there 
briefly and enrolled three believers. During the first 
half of 1966 Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hornby volunteered 
to visit those islands for a period of three months as 
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traveling teachers just prior to leaving for their pil
grimage in the Holy Land. Anum ber of believers were 
enrolled during their brief visit there. In October 1966 
they returned as pioneers to those Islands, where they 
remained for approximately two years when Mr. Hornw 
by's appointment to the Auxiliary Board made it necesw 
sary for them to resettle in Ecuador. When they left the 
Islands, over 100 believers had been enrolled in San 
Andres and more than 60 believers in Providencia. To 
date, pioneer replacements have not been located to 
continue the consolidation and teaching work there. At 
RiQ.van this year Mrs. Hornby traveled from Ecuador 
to assist with the election of the local Spiritual As
sem hI), in San Andres. 

BaheN Publishin9 Trust 
Dawn Song (Choral Music). Selected by the Baha'i 

Committee on Music. This artistically designed book 
contains twenty-five selections for one-, two-. three-, 
and four-part singing, mostly of a serious nature and 
all of them suitable for use at public meetings, fire
sides, conferences,· and summer schools. Each section 
is preceded by suggestions for singing and ac
companiment. Two-color cover art and illustrations by 
Joan Ucello have a unique spiritual quality. Baha'is 
will also wish to give gifts of this book to their music
loving friends, for most of the songs are suitable for 
singing by any group. 8¥.. x 11, 80 pp. 

Per copy ..................................... $2.00 
On BelComing a Baha'i (Basic Responsibilities and 

Privileges of Baha'i Membership). Prepared by the 
National Spiritual Assembly. An outline of basic facts 
of Baha'i belief and practice, organized to answer four 
basic questions: (1) What is a Baha'i? (2) What basic 
facts should a Baha'I know about the foundation of the 
Faith? (3) What-are the privileges and obligations of a 
Baha'i? (4)" What are some important Baha'i or
dinances? Includes a suggested reading lisl As
sem blies, state goals committees, and summer schools 
will find this booklet invalua6le in orienting believers 
into full participation in Baha'i institutions and in living 
a Baha'i life. 5¥.. x 8¥.., 24 pp., two-color paper cover. 

10 copies ..................................... $2.50 
25 copies ..................................... $5.00 
Your Role in the Nine Year Plan - The Spirit of 

Universal Participation. Compiled by D. Thelma Jack· 
son for the National Spiritual Assembly. A selection of 
quotations from the writings of 'Abdu'I·Baha, the 
Guardian, and the Universal House of Justice, depict
ing the development of God's Plan for Humanity from 
the beginning of the Adamic Cycle to the election of the 
first Universal House of Justice in 1963. The Nine Year 
International Teaching Plan, launched in 1964 by the 
Universal House of Justice, is the first Plan in the 
"'tremendously long" tenth part of the Umajestic pro
cess" to bring a bout the Kingdom of God on earth. 

AUGUST 1969 

Discusses the major goals achieved in the first and 
second Seven Year Plans and the Ten Year World 
Crusade; gives a brief summary of the Nine Year Plan 
and where the Baha'is stand in the achievement of the 
goals at its midpoint. Helpful to all believers and 
generally for orientation classes. 5% x 81h, 24 pp., self
cover. 

10 copies ..................................... $2.50 

New Indian Teaching Booklet 
Baha'i Teachings - Light for all Regions. By Peter 

Simple, an Athabascan Indian from Fort Yukon, Alas
ka, and John Kolstoe. Cover illustration and drawings 
by Franklin Kahn. Navajo Indian from Arizona; also 
photos of several other Indian tribes. This bopklet 
originally prepared under the auspices of the Nationai 
Assembly of Alaska, contains ten chapters covering the 
Baha'i teachings in respect to God and Man, Worship, 
the Laws, Baha'i Life,· Indian Prophecies, and other 
teachings. 4% x 7V., 24 pp. 

10 copies ..................................... $2.00 
50 copies ..................................... $7.50 

New Ed ition of Covenant and Administration 
This compilation of excerpts for use in conference 

institutes and for individual study has been reprinted 
with an addendum to include excerpts from the writ
ings of Shoghi Effendi and announcements by the 
Hands of the Cause on the evolution of the institutions 
of the Faith to the establishment of the first Universal 
House of Justice. 

Per copy ..................................... $1.00 
Orders for above titles shoutd be sent to Baha'i Publish
ing TTtJ.St, 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091. 
Individuals should order thrOttgh their locat librarians. 

Herald of the South, AUBtralian Baha'i Magtnline 
This international magazine is published quarterly: 

June, Sept., Dec., and March. Its purpose is to spread 
abroad and into our own secular society the unique 
beauty and compelling power of the Baha'i spirit, with 
articles on a wide variety of themes such as scientific, 
social, economic, humanitarian, Baha'i history, teach
ings and literature, poetry, and current activities in the 
Baha'i world. Its growing attractiveness as a teaching 
medium in the English speaking world is therefore 
evident. Articles from the friends in various lands are 
welcome. 
New subscription rates are: 

Single Surface rate: U.S. $2.50 
Single Airmail rate: U.S. $4.00 

Ten or more subscriptions: deduct 10% (surface rate) 
One hundred or more subs: deduct 20% (surface rate) 
Send SUbscriptions and articles to: Subscription Ac
counts Dept., National Spiritual Assembly of Baha'is of 
Australia, Inc., Lot 9 Gough Street, EMU PLAINS, 
N.S. W. 2750, Australia. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published tor circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly 01 the United States.., as a n 
organ reporting current activities of the Bah8'i world community. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee, Managing Editor; Mrs. Eunice 
BraWl. International Editor; Miss Charlotte lJnfoot, National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee. 

Material must be received by the twenty-ruth 01 the second month preceding date of issue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. illinois 60091, U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Center. 112 Linden .. \venue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 60091. 
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Consolidation, Expansion Advance in Ecuador 

CONSOLI DATION 

The three regional conventions held in March 1969 
and the National Convention in April 1969 were charac. 
terized by lively consultation on proclamation and 
expansion. The believers were all inspired by the 
eloquent testimony of Angel Salazar who spoke in 
Quichua of his first contact with the Faith and unwit
tingly revealed the process of proclamation, deepening 
and confirmation existing in the mass teaching work. 
Translated to Spanish and now to English, his inspiring 
comments went something like this: IjRufino Gualavisi 
first told me how Baha'u'lllth had come to unite all 
hearts . , . and I believed. Then brother Raul ex
plained many things and answered many questions, 
and brought joy to my heart and then Mamita 
Clementina at the Institute in Cachaco washed my 
heart with the love of Baha'u'llah." To hear these words 
from a capable teacher who had been denounced before 
civil and church authorities and whose newborn faith 
had been the caUSe of family dissension t brought 
prayers of praise and gratitude to Baha'u'llah from 
those who were present. A spirit of rededication was 
born in the hearts of those whose lives of sacrifice in 
service to Baha'u'llilh made this ninth National Con
vention of Ecuador one of the most joyous and united 
ever experienced by many of the older pioneers. Four 
believers all active in Indian teaching work were elect
ed to the National Spiritual Assembly. 

GTOUp of believers gathered before starting out on April 21, 
1969 to help in the election of Indian local spiritual assemblies. 
Thirteen believers jrom five of the six city local assemblies 
helped in the election of fifty all Indian assembies. Shown 
/rom left are: Vicenta Anrango, Gattriel Jijon, Yolanda Ceneri, 
Pastore Quimbia. Julia de Jijon, Dolores Perugachi. de' Fueres 
and Piedad CeHeri 

The election of local spiritual assemblies is a particu
larly pres~ured time for those areas where the majority 
of ~he. fflends do not read and write and are only 
begmnmg to understand the processes of Baha'i admin
ist~ation, thus requiring the presence of an experienced 
behever at each local assembly election. In despera
tion, the National Assembly appealed to the Spanish
speaking believers in the larger cities to help the small 
band of Indian teachers elect fifty all-Indian local 
ass em blies. This plea was answered by thirteen believ
ers from five of the six city local assemblies. The 
elections began after sunset on April 20 and the city 
believers were invited to stay overnight in Indian 
homes. The Indian believers found their humble hospi
tality and board graciously accepted and both realized 
that only the transforming love of Baha'u'llah could 
have brought them together under such circumstances. 
With much confusion and new adventure all fifty local 
assemblies were elected and another big step toward 
the Nine Year Plan goal of 120 local spiritual assem
blies was taken. 

EXPANSION 

The mass teaching work had up to the summer of 
1968 been concentrated in a large area surrounding the 
north village of Otavalo, but a brief exploratory teach
ing trip by experienced Indian teachers (many of 
whom had never traveled outside Otavalo except for a 
three-hour bus ride to National Baha'i conventions in 
Quito) opened eight new localities in three new prov
inces to six new tribes and clearly demonstrated that 
the early successes in the Otavalo area could be re
peated throughout the Ecuadorian Andean mountain 
range where some 3,000,000 Indians live much as they 
did before the arrival of their Spanish conquerors. 

GOAL OF 9000 NEW BELIEVERS SET 

The sincere and heartening commitment of the in
dian believers who made the exploratory teaching trip 
last summer, the signs of maturity shown in the region
al and national conventions whose consultations were 
held in both Spanish and Quichua, the successful elec
tion of fifty-six local assemblies and the deepening love 
and respect shown between city and Indian believers 
has prompted the National Spiritual Assembly of Ecua. 
dor to set the goal of 9000 new believers between August 
1969 and 1970 and to begin by a one week campaign of 
expansion teaching in the southern Province of Azuay. 
The week of expansion teaching will culminate in a 
national weekend summer school at which the principal 
subject for study will be the letter from Hand of the 
Cause Rul).iyyih Khanum to the Eskimo and Indian 
believers of America. 

PIONEERS 

The Universal House of Justice has. approved seven· 
teen pioneers for Ecuador to help. in these teaching and 
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Delegates elected at Regicnat Convention held at Vag4bundo, 
Ecuador in March, 1969. 

At VaQabundo Convention. Board member Charles Hornb1l in 
rear with Raul Pavon, member of National Assemblll o~ 
Ecuador and two Indian instTuctOTS, Segundo Curill.o and 
Nolbn'to Curillo_ 

consolidation efforts, Pioneering in Ecuador will have 
many facets: strengthening the dty local assemblies 
from which future expansion work similar to the Azuay 
effort being planned for August will be launched; 
providing a home where the Indian teachers can find 
rest and spiritual sustenance, preparing visual aid 
programs for weekend institutes to help consolidate the 
expansion; national committee work and perhaps even 
following the native teachers into the small highland 
valleys where pockets of a few hillldred or a few 
thousand waiting souls can be fotmd. It is hard work. 
The laurels will probably go to the native believers 
"Who ... must increasingly bear the brunt of responsi
bility for the propagation of the Faith in their home
lands" and whose work so desperately requires "strong 
and sustained support" from experienced, devoted and 
loving pioneers. 
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Reed flutes and songfest at Vagabundo Convention in EC1UIdoT. 

Bana'i chi!.dren at Vagabu-ndo Conventwn. 
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RegWnaI Convention at Cuenca, Ecuador in March, 1969. 

Miguel Morale.s and Angelina de Morales and thei,. two you.ng 
child71ffi on the lawn of the National ~aziratu'l-Qud3 during 
the Ninth Nationat Convention. 

SEPTEMBER 1969 

Members of the National Sp:i.Titua~ Assembly 01 EcuadCJT 
elected April, 1969. Left to right, standing: Raul Pavon, Dorothy 
CampbeH, Isabel P. de Calderon, Patricia Conger, Ate;andro 
Bernal; seated Rufino Gualavisi, Vicenta Anrango, Clementi1l4 
M, de Pavon, Nolberto CuriHo, 

BelieverS' gathered at the Ninth National 
Convention of Ecuador at Quito, AprU, 
1969_ 
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Bolivian instnu;tOT. Mefeton Gal· 
lardo, responsible fOT most of tne 
teaching work and attraction of new 
believer.S' to the Faith in this teach
ing zone in Chuquisaca. 
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BOLIVIA 

Baha'i Childre'nS' dass, Cochabamba 
Bolivia. This class has its own ofJicf!1's' 
with. the secretary sending reports of thri; 
activities to the locat Spiritual Assembly. 
They have their own fund, have given 0. 

Ninetee'n Day Feast, and practice consui~ 
tation, making their own decisions-. 

The community of Ca.!.asemana. Standing, first at left, North 
American pioneer Reginald Baskin. 

Tne community of Palca. a new community this past year which. elected thei1' local 
Spiritual Assembly Ri(Ivan 1969, 
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INDIA CONTINUES 

PRESENTATIONS 

Presentation oj The Proclamation of 
Baha'u'llah as weU as other Banti', liteTa
ture to: (jar righ.t) Lt. Governor of Pondi
cherry State, bV Mr. L, Rajah, pioneer at 
Karikal; (-Tight} Gavemot' of the Rotary 
Clubs oj MaharashtTa; (below) ChieJ 
Minister of Goa State by a student pio
neeT,.Mis.! Alta-bi. 

SEPTEMBER 19" 

Below, left: Dr. K. K. Boorgava, chairman of National Spiritual Assembly of India 
with Mr. Shya.m Bhargava, Miss Abha Boorgava. Mr. Matiurahman. MT. Sachi Chat
terjee present Baha'i lit&aturl(!' to Honorable Sri Be;01l Kumar BaneT;ee, Speaker 
01 West Bengal Legislative Assembly. Right: Baha'is of Kashmir recently visited btl 
Dr. M. S. Burney and a student pioneer from iran, Mr. Syrus Janfez~ sitting third 
and second fTom left. Below: Baha'! exhibition aTTanged at DevlaU Teaching In
stitute wh.en Teachers' Seminar WWI' held. 
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PASSING OF my GRAEFFE: EARLY PIONEER TO EUROPE 

The following cablegram from the Universal House of 
Justice to the National Spiritual Assembly of Switzer
land shares with the Baha'is of the United States the 
news of the passing of Mrs. Etty Graeffe: 

INFORMED ETTY GRAEFFE PASSED ABHA KINGDOM 
JULy 26. CABLING NSA SWITZERLAND: GRIEVED LEARN 
PASSING ETTY GRAEFFE HER DEVOTED SELF-SACRI
FICING SERVICES DEVELOPMENT CAUSE BAHA'U'LLAH 
SWITZERLAND IMPERISHABLE ANNALS FAITH EURO
PEAN CONTINENT STOP ASSURE PRAYERS HOLY 
SHRINES PROGRESS HER SOUL ABHA KINGDOM 

Mrs. Graefle was one of the first contingent of pi
oneers from the United States to set forth for Europe on 
September 7, 1946 under the aegis of the European 

International News B,riefs 

Finland 
Pioneer youth from Persia, Turadi Miraftabi and 

Keyhan Missagi, were interviewed on Finnish Televi
sion on May 13 for twenty minutes, the latter half of the 
program being devoted to discussion of the Faith. Their 
presentation was clear and informative. 

Spain 
The National Spiritual Assembly of Spain has ob

tained official recognition and registration as a Baha'i 
publisher and as a Baha'i importer t permitting them to 
publish and import books in accordance with the law. 

MADEIRA 

Teaching Committee in the first year of the Second 
Seven Year Plan. Her particular assignment was to 
carry out the request of the beloved Guardian to the 
European Teachirig Committee to set up an office in 
Geneva, Switzerland, as an adjunct to the Baha'i Inter .. 
national Bureau which functioned directly under the 
Guardian for many years. This office was to make a 
survey of the goal countries in Europe and to carryon 
certain services for the European Teaching Committee. 
Mrs. Graeffe remained in Switzer1and until her passing 
except for a brief interval in Belgium and about four 
years in the United States in the late 1950's, the latter 
for reasons of health. 

Alaska 
The institution of the Hands of the Cause of God will 

make a significant contribution to Alaska with Board of 
Counsellors t deepening conferences scheduled for J u .. 
neau September 6-7 and Anchorage September 12-14_ 
'Ali-Akbar FUrutan will represent the Hands of the 
Cause, marking his first visit to Alaska. A member of 
the Continental Board of Counsellors for North Ameri
ca, three Auxiliary Board members, and three mem
bers of the National Spiritual Assembly of Alaska will 
also be present. 

Fu.nchal. Madeira Islands, Portugal. Left: G1'ouJ) fOTmed at Ri4van 1969. Lett to rig.ht: Mrs. Isa.bel Horton. pionee~ and group cor
respondent; Mr. and Mrs. Edward Bode, pwnee'Ts recently arrived jTom HoUa.nd. R~ght: Mr. and Mrs. Lopes: da: S\lva at PDrttmao, 
PortuQlat visited Madeira in May and met with. the friends. They are shown with the Bodes. 
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Africa - Challenge to Youth 

The following excerpts are from a tetter written by a 
young Baha'i from the United States of America, who 
has been on an international travel teaching project in 
Uganda for the past several months, and during the 
course of his year in Africa wiH visit many other 
countries of central and west Africa. He became a 
Baha~i while stationed in EUrope. His demobilization 
from the Air Force enabled him to begin 11.is year of 
teaching in Africa a few months ago. Baha'is Of Ugan
da have expressed appreciation Of the effectiveness of 
his teaching - as result of a good knowledge of th.e 
writings, a balanced approach. a loving manner, and a 
keen appreciation of the views and customs of the 
people. 

"The first thing that strikes you when you step off the 
plane in Uganda is the scent Qf flowers on the warm air, 
fragrant with growth and life. This is also true of the 
Baha'is here. The friends are overcoming poverty, lack 
of education, and many obstacles in their great enthu~ 
siasm and desire to spread the Faith. This throng of 
wonderful Baha'is, however, has overwhelmed me with 
love and hospitality. The enormous potential inherent 
in the vast numbers of Baha'is in Uganda is like a "just 
awakening" giant. But to further awaken this giant and 
channel its energies is truly an enormous task, because 
of the sheer number of believers. 

"I arrived with the intent to make any sacrifice needed 
during my time in Africa, as any Bahci'i would when 
asked to serve the Universal House of Justice. Soon I 
realized that it is no sacrifice-it is a glorious, wonderful 
experience to visit such happy, loving, and receptive 
people. I have now spent four months traveling by bus, 
car. boat, and foot, and above aU by bicycle, through~ 
out Uganda, becoming acquainted with the problems 
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Four Baha'i travelling teachers, BU80go. Left to Tight: Michael 
Brooks, AUgustine Nnaku, Chrisosto-m. Waibi. Garita lsa.brye. 

and the potential; experiencing the great joy fOWld in 
being able to spend all day, every day, teaching the 
Faith; and coming to love the Africans and Africa very 
much (and incidentally becoming much browner and 
healthier, bicycling along the green. sunny trails). The 
hospitality and love of the friends has been tremendous, 
but their yearning desire to learn more of the Faith and 
to have more visitors to teach them is even greater. 
There is great need for an influx of manpower, or 
rather Baha'i power, to fan the flame of the love 01 
Baha'u'lHth into a conflagration, 

"Youth are especially needed, who are able to with~ 
stand the rigors of a moderately strenuous life - to 
give the YOlUlg Baha'is here by word and by deed a 
sense of the power with which their Faith is imbued 
and as the beloved Guardian has said, 'to implant such 
love, zeal, and devotion in their hearts as to enable 
them to become in tUrn self~sufficient and independent 

Baha'is and V'tSU01'S at the l.liHage of Kanonko, Buganda DistTkt, Uganda, before the 
Baha'i school buHt oy the believers. 
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A group of newly declared Baha'is and VisitOTS on BUlIuma 
Island, in Lake Victoria, Uganda.. 

promoters of the Faith in their respective localities.'* 
"This task of implantation is made much more ur

gent by the rapid spread of materialism outward from 
the cities, causing the pure-hearted people of the vil
lages, so rich in spirit, to become much less responsive 
to the healing message of Baha'u'llah. This is especial
ly true of the young people. The need of deepening and 
encouraging the Baha'is of Africa to do their utmost to 
spread their Faith among their countrymen, to reverse 
the -downward spiral into which so many people are 
plunging every day. is an urgent task. It is within our 
grasp. hut awes!')me because_ of the gigantic ~ffort 
needed. The Baha'is who go out to teach the masses of 
their fe1low~beiievers can only nibble at a tiny corner of 
the tremendous task still before them. It is this urgency 
and hugeness which we pray will lead many more 
pioneers and traveling teachers to come to Africa to 
continue deepening and encouraging the friends. 

HThe beloved Guardian might have been writing of 
just this situation when he said, 'The field is indeed so 
immense, the period. so critical, the Cause so great, the 
workers _so ,few, the time so short, the privilege so 

, 

A Bahd'i I::'hild named Mon
day. Teso District, Uganda. 

priceless, that no follower of the Faith of Baha'u'll8.h, 
worthy to bear His name, can afford a moment's 
hesitation.' 'IE" 

"The fruits, and signs of fruit still to come, are 
appearing all aver the country. in the many who are 
gradually growing and deepening in love, unity, and 
knowledge, both as individuals and as Baha'i commu
nities, visibly elevating them above the rest of their 
countrymen. But the number is still, even though in
creasing, too small- a tiny minority with the task so 
enormous. 

"These four months in Uganda have given me a 
growing love for Africa, its people and its green hills, 
and I think this love will continue to grow as I go on to 
other African countries, for the rest of my year. Be
cause of this love I'm determined, as soon as I am able 
to come back to Africa to live, for it is full of many joys 
and goodnesses, and the Faith must surely have an 
especially bright futUre here." 

MICHAEL BROOKS 

"The Advent of Divine Justice 

Institute held in Northern Ghana, at Channllile in December, 1968. An account of this 
and similar teaching conferences in t.his Tegion appeared in BAHA'i NEWS, August 
1969 p. 18. 
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New Zealand 

Baha'is from distant Taumaranui and Whangarei 
came to support the National Teaching Committee 
teaching effort on race relations and to assist in the 
weekend which was a joint Human Rights-Proclama
tion venture. Over twenty guests and twenty Baha'is 
attended, many of them youth. Traveling teacher Betty 
Anderson, part aborigine social worker from Australia, 
played a striking part in the weekend. The seminar was 
held in Mangere marae, which is a traditional style 
marae with a punga fence, looking out over the Manu
kau harbor. The carvings and paintings were a con
stant source of pleasure and inspiration. 

The Maori visitors were most impressed because the 
speeches were being given in the marae itself which is 
the traditional speaking area. The atmosphere in the 
marae is wonderful for speaking, and under the friend
ly and spiritual guidance of John Giffin, as chairman, 
the three members of the panel spoke well and in a 
spirit of consultation and harmony. The audience sat on 
the mattresses (rolled up) around the wall, and after 
the speeches joined into small groups to prepare ques
tions to be put to the panel. The panel represented 
diversity itself, with an American chairman; an Aus~ 
tralian aborigine, Betty Anderson; a prominent Maori 
woman leader and anthropology lecturer, Mrs. Mary 

, ..... ' " ......... ,--
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Penfold; and Mr, Isireli Vuibau. son of a Fijian para. 
mount chief and himself one of the leaders of the Fijian 
community here, 

The Manukau group, in whose area the marae is 
situated, assisted considerably with publicity and ar
rangements. Over fifty people attended the social on the 
Saturday night, and the youth worked hard in prepara
tion and cleanup work. Over twenty people were at the 
study on the Sunday morning, including about six 
seekers. 

National Spiritual Assembty of the' Baha.'is of New Zealand for 
1969-70 with. AuriliaTlI BoaTd membeT Mr. Niu Tuata.ga. (rea.,., 
third from left). Left to right, Tear: Mrs. E. Danielsen, Mrs. 
A. Cookson, Niu Tuataga. Miss P. Ringwood, MTS. N. Cha.mbeTs, 
Mrs. M. Edwards, S.J. Carr; fTont: H. Grigor. J. GiUln. M. 
Alai. chairman. 

New Zealand Convention, April 25-AprU 27, 1969. One evening was given over ,to the host~nl1 of a Ma?" conce.T~ wHh a large ga.ther
ing of Bahafb and their gue$ts. AuxUiaTtI Board member Niu. Tuataga (shown tn photo w,th the National Sptntual Assembly) -read 
the message from the Universat House of Justice and brought greetings fTom the Hands oj the Cause and from th.e friends in 
Samoa. 



BAHA'INEW5 11 

First Youth Conference 

Held in Japan 

First Bah-d'{ Youth Conference of Japan h.eld in May. 1969. Board Of_Co1J.1l3ellor.r mem
ber Rouholtah Mommri is shown in centeT. 

The first Baha'i Youth Conference of Japan was held 
May 24-25, 1969 at a youth hostel on the little off-shore 
island of Jogashima, about two hours from Tokyo. 
About 22 young people attended. The committee had 
invited Counsellor Rouhollah Momtazi, Auxiliary Board 
member Charles Duncan and to represent the National 
Spiritual Assembly, Dr. Toshio Suzuki and Mrs. Barba
ra Sims. Mr. Momtazi spoke of the early days of the 
Faith and how young some of the heroic figures of the 
Faith were: Mr. Duncan told of his pilgrimage. There 
were talks, a panel discussion and many suggestions 
for the future. 

The first evening about 30 youth staying at the hostel 
joined with the Baha'is in a social get-together, which. 
broke up into small groups holding firesides. 

Everyone felt it was extremely successful and the 
committee is planning to appoint sub-committees in 
other parts of Japan and to hold conferences in those 
areas to create more of a desire to teach and proclaim 
the Faith. 

SWEDEN 

Vietnam 
During the past year there has been an increase of 

6,521 believers, 131 local spiritual assemblies and 244 
new loc-alities in Vietnam. The influence of the Faith on 
the society of Vietnam has been very evident where it 
is recognized as a unique religion with a perfect plan 
for unity and for building a better society. The annual 
report of the National Spiritual Assembly of Vietnam 
states: "TOday every Saha'i is proud and happy of his 
choice of having become a believer of light .... The 
friends have not only contributed money. but they have 
sacrificed even their blood for the growth of the Faith. 
They accept any service the National Spiritual Assem
bly wants ibern to perform, even to traveling through 
unsafe and dangerous areas. If we choose to teach in 
the safe places, then we may have no activities." 

National Convention of the Bahd.'is of Sweden held at Ri,¢van 1969. 
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Visitor Helps 

Proclaim Faith 

In Michigan 

Fugita-san in the gardens in Wilmette 

The Baha'is of Fruitport, Michigan, commemorating 
the seventieth anniversary of the introduction of the 
Baha'i Faith in western Michigan joined in the centen
nial celebration of the town of Fruitport by entering a 
Baha'i float in the centenary parade on May 31, 1969. 
The tloat was designed and constructed by Mr. L. 
Wyatt Cooper of Wilmette, Illinois who became a Ba
ha'i as a young school boy following the acceptance of 
the Faith by his mother. Mrs. Eva Cooper, in 1910. 
Present at the celebration, and the honored recipient of 
a special plaque for having come from the greatest 
distance for the event, was Saichiro Fugita-san from 
the Baha'i World Center in Haifa, Israel. 

Fugita-san known by every pilgrim who has visited 
the Holy Land lived in this area as a young man and 
although this was his first visit home in fifty years he 
was well-remembered and joyously welcomed by the 
early Baha'is still living there. 

The centennial commemorative edition of the Fruit
port Clipper carried, with a picture of the Baha'i House 
of Worship in Wilmette, a half-page article on the 
Baha'i Faith, and the history of its beginning in Fruit
port. It stated that during the summer of 1899 Mrs. 
Corrine True, who had learned of the Faith in Chicago, 
imparted her new-found belief to Mrs. Della Perry of 
Grand Rapids who in turn- shared it with friends in 
Fruitport. Among them were Mr. and Mrs. Nels Peter
son who became very enthusiastic teachers throughout 
the area. In the summer of 1910 between forty and fifty 
persons attended a Baha'i picnic at the Perry cottage. 
Included were Wyatt Cooper, his mother Eva Cooper, 
and Mrs. Mary Frazer who dedicated her home for 
Baha'i activities. Many inter-faith activities were held 
with surrounding communities attended by Baha'i vis
itors from all parts of the United States, Canada, and 
other countries. Thus, Fruitport became known around 
the world through Mrs. True who served the Baha'is as 
financial secretary for a number of years to receive 
contributions from all parts of the world towards the 
construction of the Baha'i House of Worship in Wil
mette. She was apPointed a Hand of the Cause of God 
in 1952, and continued actively teaching and serving the 

Faith up to the time of her passing at the age of ninety
nine. From 1953 Mr. L. Wyatt Cooper, a dedicated 
Baha'i since childhood, has been the superintendent 
and loving caretaker of the beautiful gardens surround ... 
ing the Baha'i House of Worship, plus superintendent of 
the Temple and surrounding buildings for more than 
twelve of these years, 

It was while Mrs. Corrine True and her family spent 
their summers in Fruitport that Wyatt Cooper and 
Fugita-san became close friends. Fugita-san was one of 
the first two Japanese to become Baha'is at about the 
same time. He'dearly loved 'Abdu'l-Baha and followed 
Him everywhere he could when He was in America. 
'Abdu'l-Baha also loved Fugita-san and arranged for 
him to live with the True family which he did most of 
the time between 1912 and 1919 when 'Abdu'l-Bahil 
called him to serve the Holy Family in the Holy Land. 
It was in those seven years that Wyatt Cooper and 
Fugita-san became devoted friends, although they 
never met again until 1961 when Mr. and Mrs. Cooper 
made their pilgrimage to the Baha'i World Center. 

Fugita-san served in the Holy Land until 1938 when 
the beloved Guardian sent him to his original home in 
Japan where he remained during the war years and 
until 1956 when Shoghi Efiendi requested him to retwn 
to Haifa. 

During those many years Fugita-san performed 
many duties at the Baha'i World Center, among them 
that of the early development of the Baha'! gardens on 
Mt. Carmel surrounding the Holy Shrines there and at 
Bahji. 

This summer at the age of 84 he came to the United 
States for six weeks vacation, his first visit in fifty 
years, When he left in 1919, there was no Baha'i House 
of Worship, not even a beginning - only a plot of land 
on the shore of Lake Michigan, His greatest joy during 
his stay in Wilmette, besides visiting with the early 
Baha'is still living in this area, was to work along with 
his boyhood friend Wyatt Cooper on the beautiful gar
dens which now surround and embrace the Holiest 
House 01 Worship. 

T 
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Continental BOGTd of. Counse[lor-s'. Deep,lImi.ng Conte.renee. ~a!ifax, Canada, held Ju.ne 27-29. Tenth. in a se'Ties arranged b1J Ute Boar-d 
of Co'Unse!!.OTS he~d m conaboration wlth the Natronal Sp~ntual Assembhes of the United States and of Canada (see BAHA.'i NEWS 
June 19ti9 p. 2) Present were: Hand oj tPle Cause 'AU Akbar FUrUtan, Continentat Board of Counsellors members: Lloyd GaTdneT 
F~ence Mayb~rrll and Edna True; Na.tional Spiritual AssemMy TepTesentative Angus Cowan; Auxiliary Board members Kath: 
enne McLaughlm and Fred Graham. A .ca~l~gTam ,fro,"!- the ~~ference to Haifa described the Conference as "Largest gath.ering 
ever-125 ... unprecedented cultuTal dm€Tslty ammatmg sp!.nt conference shown in openness constLltation young and old renewed 
commitment Nine Year Pla.n, five declaTations, increased thirst fOT understanding of Bahd'u'Hcih's Message." ' 

Inte .. national News B .. iefs 

South West Pacific Ocean 
The sixth National Convention of the Baha'is of the 

South West Pacific Ocean was held for the first time at 
Hau Hui, the mother center of the Areare district in 
South Malaita. More than 160 adults and children were 
present, coming from Honiara and many parts of 
Malaita. With the discussion on the stimulating mes
sage from the Universal House of Justice came a 
growing awareness that now was the time for the local 
believers to take an active part in spreading the Teach
ings. This was reflected in the elections, for the newly 
elected National Assembly has a majority of Melane
sians. Each community represented at the Convention 
undertook local teaching responsibility of its own. 
Three pioneers arose to settle in areas where they were 
needed and the joyous news was received of the first 
indigenous women to go pioneering. 

North East Africa 
A conference on teaching and consolidation took 

place in the Addis Ababa ~a~iratu'l-Quds on June 29 
1969, and was attended by the Continental Board of 
Counsellors for Central and East Africa and their 
Auxiliary Board members, as well as friends from 
communities in North East Africa. Prayers were 
offered in Amharic, Persian, Swahili, and English. 

Uganda 
Hand of the Cause of God, Enoch Olinga, presided at 

the official opening of the Baha'i Teaching Institute of 
Kikaya, Kampala, Jtule 7, attended by students from 
Busog, Bugunda and the Western Region. Other insti· 
tutes are scheduled for Mbale and Gulu, with accom
panying radio announcements and newspaper adver
tisements. 

Zambia 
Auxiliary Board member, Mrs, Helen Wilks, met with 

the NationafSpiritual Assembly at their first meeting to 
report on work being done with children '5 classes in 
Lusaka, Makeni and Maripodi. The classes are well 
attended and growing in enthusiasm and numbers. 
Mrs. Wilks, now in the Copperbelt area to establish 
similar classes, provided much material and many 
ideas to help the National Youth and Child Education 
Committee, and others responsible for teaching the 
classes, forge ahead with this work. 

United States 
During the month of July, the House of Worship has 

received visitors from all continents, 56 countries and 
territories, and 48 of the 50 States in the United States. 
Of the 56 countries, 25 were in Europe, 16 in the Western 
Hemisphere, 10 in the Far East, 4 in the Middle East 
and one in Africa. 

T 



14 

Guyana 

During the past year copies of The Proclamation oj 
Bah6'u'Uah have been presented to the Prime Minister, 
the Deputy Prime Minister, the Leader of the Opposi
tion, the Lord Mayor of Georgetown. His Grace the 
Archbishop of the West Indies, the Mayor of New 
Amsterdam, the President of the Trades Union Council, 
and other prominent citizens. This book was also sent to 
the chairman of each of the village councils, to all 
ministers of the government, to the heads of leading 
firms in Georgetown. Guyana will be the seat of the 
future National Spiritual Assembly to be formed in 
Ri<;lvan, 1970. 

Papua and New Guinea 

A member of the Continental Board of Counsellors in 
Australasia, Miss Thelma Perks, attending the first 
National Convention of Papua and New Guinea which 
formed its first National Assembly this past RiQ.van, 
visited a number of the islands during her visit. Con
cerning the island of Medina she has written: BIt was 
twelve years since I first visited Medina and it gives 
one a great uplift to see the changes .. when the 
pioneer, Rodney Hancock, first visited there, the mis
sions had given these people up in despair. .. Now 
they are settled on their land, busy growing coffee and 
vegetables and endeavoring to live up to Bahit'l stan
dards. 

"New Guinea has been very fortunate with the type 
of pioneers they have had - it would be difficult to find 
more dedicated souls. This is apparent in the quality of 
the believers who are arising to take the Faith to their 
own people." 

HAWAII 
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Belize 

A comprehensive statement on the status, aims and 
purposes, as well as the non-political aspect of the Faith, 
was: prepal"ed and read to the Senate at the time a 
private bill for the incorporation of the National Spiri
tual Assembly was presented to the Senate. The state
ment was well received. 

Burma 
The endowment land in Mandalay. Burma, which 

had been under litigation for the past twenty-three 
years has been decreed in favor of the Baha'is on 
March 31, 1969. Baha'is of several Burmese communi
ties have combined their efforts to construct a new 
l:Ia?iratu'l-Quds in the village of Layde, over a hlll1dred 
miles from Rangoon. This has meant considerable 
sacrifice in a year of farm crop failures. 

Congo 
010ro Epyeru, member of the Continental Board of 

Counsellors for Central and East Africa, traveled for 
the Faith during the first six months of this year, 
reporting the following: Meetings were held in Bakavu 
and Uvira, only the latter being acceSSible by vehicles. 
The remainder of the journey to Kikonga, about 120 
kilometers, was made on foot. Over 350 Baha'IS gath
ered for the Kikonga conference which was noteworthy 
for the exhilarating spirit. We traveled by canoe to 
Makoboro and from this village walked about ten 
kilometers a day to visit other communities. Most 
meetings average more than 200 Baha'is with Katanga 
drawing over 600 believers, some having traveled 300 
kilometers and taking nine days to reach the confer
ence. 

Group attendi.ng the National Baha'i Summer School at Pohaku~oo. State Park on the Island oj Hawaii. 
Over one hundred. attended., including twenty visi.tors. The Schoo~ was held July 4-6, 1969. 



, , 
.... H ... ·I NEWS 

Eagle RiveT, Alaska. Lett to right, fTont: Herbert Johnson, Mrs. 
Maggie Hursey, Mrs. Metva Pippel, Ethel Van Zanten. Eugene 
Van Zanter. treasureT; rear: Mrs. Betty Lee DeLoach, seCTe
taTlI: GeOTge DeLoach, John Hursey. chainnan; Mrs. Marian 
Johnson, vice chairman. Mrs. Pippel was th.e original pioneer 
to this area. 

LOCAL ASSEMBLIES 

FROM ALASKA to AfRICA 

Membe7's of the locat Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the 
Town of Oyster Bay, New York, which. weTe-.pictu .. red tnl 
BAHA'i NEWS July 1969. page 14 are as follows: Left to TigAt, 
TeaT: Lucien. S. McComb, Sr. Mrs. Patricia Herrington, Mrs. 
ElviTa Weeks, Richard Babcock, treasurer; MYTon Schlesinger, 
Mrs. Rose Schteringer; tront: Mrs. DeHa DeWald, secretary; 
Mrs. ROuhieh. M, McComb, chairman; Mrs. Mildred Daniel, 
librarian. 

West Lafayette, Indiana. Left to right, seated: James BeHows. 
Leslie Hawthorn, secretary; Robert Waiss, Philip Thorpe; 
standing: Bever!y Brown, Alberta Williford, Car!.a. Barcus, 
chlliTman; Shirlell Manis, Ruth Hawthorn. 
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Unalaska in the A!.eutians. Left to right, front: Mrs, Nanette 
Choate, secretary; Mrs. Ruth Pe-rez, Robi.n Fowler, chairman; 
Mrs: Judy Craig, Jonathan Hunter; Tear: Ruth Craig, GOTdon 
Cra1-g, treasurer; Don Van Brunt, Tom CTail1, vice chairman, 

Bukavu, Kivu Province, Congoo (Kinshasa). Bulrov1: was 
chosen by the Universaf House' of Justice as the seat oj the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Bah-a'is of the Congo to be 
formed at Ri4van 1970. The friends have been successful in 
acquiringo a national ~azt:ratu't-Quds du.ring May 1969. 

Seaside, Califorlaia. Left to right, reaT: Benjamin Browne, 
Marvin Newport, chairman; Marsh-aU Jenkins, Louis McCor
mick, 'L--ice chairman: Bill Stover; front: Charles Lasky, trea
surer: Rosalie Lopez, corres. secretary; Ernest Lopez, Judith 
Hennessy, ree. secretary, 
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The above theme for the 1969 observance of Race 

Unity Day, June 8, provided opportunity for Baha'is in 
many places in the United States - cities, towns; in 
groups and intercommunity efiorts, to proclaim to the 
world Baha'u'llah's central teaching of the unity of 
mankind. The many reports of these observances show 
that the United States Baha'i Community is gaining in 
resourcefulness and effectiveness in varied ways of 
using this theme in teaching the Faith of Baha'u'llilh. 
Of the more than fifty such Race Unity Day Events 
reported the following accounts give a representative 
sample of the type of activity this year. 

Denver Schedule. Race Unity Wee~ 

The Baha'is of Denver, Colorado decided to make 
Race Unity Day into a full week of activities, and 
accomplished the planning and execution of this in a 
three week period. Because the topic was timely they 
received full cooperation of mass media (radio and 
T.V.) and did not use any paid advertising. 

The Mayor signed a proclamation citing the variety 
of ethnic groups in the city, announcing the Baha'i 
sponsored week of activities, and urging all citizens to 
recognize the contributions of all groups to the peace 
and progress of the city. 

There was a Youth Panel composed of representa
tives of the various cultural groups (black, white, 
Hispano and American Indian) in the city discussing 
"Sex, Drugs and the Establishment." A meeting was 
held on "Quality Integrated Education - Where do We 
Go From Here?" with the Director of the Denver 
Commission on Human Relations, the Program Direc
tor of the Inner City Parish and a Baha'i, Seymour 
Weinberg, participating. It was a timely topic with the 
Baha'i speaker able to lift the issue from a local one to 
that of a spiritual prinCiple. the oneness of mankind. A 
meeting was held on the contemporary problems of 
Hispanos with a sociology professor from the State 
College at Denver speaking. An evening was devoted to 
exploring Africa's contribution to the West with a 
Denver housewife and student of journalism giving the 
results of original research. On two evenings Vinson 
Brown, Baha'i naturalist and author, brought a wider 
insight into the culture and problems of the American 
Indians. The week's activities were concluded with a 
sing-in pot luck supper in the park. 

Attendance at the meetings was good, despite stormy 
weather and a number were attracted to attend subse
quent fireSides. The Denver believers and those in 
nearby commtmities who cooperated consider the proc
lamation a great success which went far to make the 
Faith known to the citizens of Denver. 

Panel Discussion Lasts for Two and Half Hours 
In 100 Degree Weather 

The thermometer was registering 100 degrees, re
ported James Wood of Las Cruces, New MexiCO, and 
somebody forgot to tum on the air conditioner, never
theless the panel discussion sponsored by· the Baha'is of 
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Las Cruces, lasted for two and one-half hours. 
Panelists for this remarkable discwsion were: Albert 

Johnson, Black City Commissioner and Chairman of 
New Mexico Human Rights Commission; Mr. B. J. 
Choice, Minister of the Second Baptist Church, Manuel 
PalaciOS, Mexican-American student at New Mexico 
State University, and Mrs. Pam Womack, Baha'i from 
Bernalillo County. New Mexico. James Womack was 
the chairman. 

Among the twenty·eight guests attending the discus
sion were members of the Ministerial Alliance, Chair
man of the Governor's Commission for Intercultural 
Affairs, and two older Negro women who were at
tracted to the Faith as a result of reading the quotation 
"Love is the universal magnetic power between the 
planets and stars shining in the lofty firmament!" 

Most commented upon was the failure of the Chris
tian Church to be effective, and several times Mr. 
Choice was pushed beyond excuses. Mr. Choice said to 
a Baha'i after the discussion that .he thinks "often 01 
leaving the organized church. They just don't seem to 
want to get involVed." 

Mr. Wood in concluding his report stated: "This meet
ing was greatly appreciated by all parties. The day was 
a successl It opened huge doors to discuss some perti~ 
nent social action and allowed room for future meet
ings." Follow-ups are now being undertaken. 

Motivation, Appreciation and Invitation 

The Baha'is of Omaha, Nebraska decided not to 
sponsor a public observance for Race Unity Day this 
year; however, in support of the Day, the Local Assem
bly sent the Prayer for Mankind and a cover letter to 
all member churches of the Omaha Metropolitan Asso
ciation of Churches (Protestant). 

Mrs. Steiger cited a number of interesting responses 
in her report. A Presbyterian minister upon receiving 
the letter and prayer was moved to compose a poem 
about race unity and called to recite it; the minister of 
the Calvary Baptist Church expressed his appreciation 
by sending a most gracious thank you letter; and the 
wife of the pastor of the Faith Temple Church of God in 
Christ called to say that she had never heard of the 
Baha'i Faith and was a little shocked to learn the 
Baha'is were not Christians. However, after Mrs. Stei
ger assured her that our love for Christ was very real 
and that Baha'is accept the Bible as being a Holy 
Book - though not the only one - she seemed genuine
ly pleased with the prayer and approved of the term 
"Spiritual Assembly" and commented that they, too, 
were spiritual. At the close of the conversation, she 
invited Mrs. Steiger to a consecration service, an 
around-the-clock meeting lasting for several days, be-
ing held at her church. The following afternoon, anoth
er Baha'i, Mrs. Steiger and her four pre-school children 
spent about an hour at the church. There was a bit of a 
stir when the Baha'i delegation, which was interracial, 
entered the all-Negro congregation. However, after a 
time, at this entirely informal type service of spontan-

I 
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Mayor James Snapp of El Ca.jon, CaU
fornia, center, ,.eceives copy of The Proc
lamation of Baha ·u'U8.h. from EI Cajoft. 
Boha:i3 Kay Patton a..nd Dr. FeTguson 
PoUycutt afteT the MayO'T issued a. Proc
lamation for Et Cajon. He participated. in 
the Race Unity Day Festiva!, at which 
he read his Proclamation to a large 
audience. 

Mayor T. J. Graham (seated) ot Las 
Cruces, New Mexico .signs the Proclam.a.
tion while CaTrott Melton, left, and Fronk 
Evans, chairman of the Las CTUceS 
Bahd'i Assembly watch. This was the 
first Proclamation at any kind obtained 
by the newly formed A!U'emblll. 

Supervisor of Los Ange-les County, CaU
fOTnia, Mr. Kenneth Hann holds his' Proc
lamatiOn with. Bret KimbTough, Bahci'f. 

Mayor William McNichols oj Denver, Colorado signs Proclama
tion while Baha'is look on. Left to right: Jeanne LeFiIs, AHen 
Murrall, Carol Brook:s, Geno Martinez, Raymond Kahn, Sey
mour Weinbe-rg. 

eous singing, Bible reading and testifying, the Baha'i 
delegation was invited to introduce itself and make 
some remarks. The delegation expressed appreciation 
for the invitations, and concluded with a prayer. The 
delegation felt that although teaching was at very low 
key, it created a favorable impression among people 
who had not heard of the Faith. 

Totem Pole Carver Exhibits Works 

Featured at the Race Unity Day observance spon ... 
sored by the Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Baha'i Com
munity was an exhibit of Indian art by Mr. Gary L. 
Hillaire. Mr. Hillaire, one of generations of totem pole 
carvers, painter and Baha'i from the Lummi tribe of 
northern Washington, discussed the religiOUS symbols 
of his art and compared his use of art with that of his 
famous father and grandfather. 

When Ma1lOT Alfonso J. CeTvantes of St. Louis, Missouri si"ned 
the Proclamation. Joe Dickerson, right, presented him with 
The Proclamation of Baha'u'l1ah as Mrs. Arline Lee, left, and 
Mbs ffedy Deuschle watched. 

"Sweet Chocolate and the Black Rose" 

USweet Chocolate and the Black Rose" was the high~ 
light of the Race Unity Day picnic sponsored by the 
Melrose Township, Illinois Bah:ii Group. This play, 
written t narrated and directed by Mrs. Carl Bollan, was 
adapted from an experience in the life of 'Abdu'l-Baha. 
Seventeen children took part in the pantomine play. 

Guest speaker for the occasion was Mrs. Kenneth 
Jennrich of Wilmette, Illinois. Preceding the lecture 
and play, a carry-in picnic dinner was enjoyed by fifty~ 
five people of whom forty-five were guests. 

Depot Square 

Depot Square was the scene for the Race Unity Day 
celebration sponsored by the Baha'is of Englewood, New 
Jersey. The program for this celebration included an 
open house on Saturday. featuring the CBS TV film 
"And His Name Shall Be One," a panel discussion on 
"How to Achieve the Unity of Man," and a social to 
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which came a rock band donating its music for the 
evening. During the open house. Baha'is from sur
rounding communities dispersed wearing ~jWhat is a 
Baha'i? Ask me." and "Race-Unity - Baha'i Faith" 
buttons to attract people to the scene. 

On Sunday. the park at Depot Square was the scene 
for another ~'happening.' Baha tis and friends of di
verse races, ages, and languages gathered for fellow
ship and singing. Toward late afternoon a larger crowd 
gathered as the Knights of Soul - another unan
nounced and unexpected - jazz band along with Roger 
Glenn offered a jazz session. Roger chanted to the 
Baha'is uPreach that Unity" and a member of the jazz 
band said HWe believe in what Baha'is are trying to 
do." Again, the musicians performed without charge. 

It is estimated that nearly one thousand people were 
attracted to this joyous occasion, heard of the Faith 
and were given literature. Prior to the celebration, the 
Mayor signed a Race Unity Proclamation. 

Descendant of Famous Religious Leader YearieRRatchen 
Speaks of His Prophecy 

Guest speaker at the Race Unity Day Observance. 
sponsored by the Spokane, Washington Baha'i Commu~ 
nity, was Miss Darlene McCarty of the Spokane, Wash~ 
ington Indian Tribe, a direct descendant of the famous 
religious leader Yearie~Ratchen, who lived some 500 
years ago. 

In her talk she spoke of her heritage and of a 
prophecy given to her people by Yearie-Ratchen, who 
had a vision of a great city that would be built in the 
valley stretching out from the foothills of their Holy 
Mountain, Mt. Spokane. This is the site of Spokane. 

Miss McCarty spoke of her deep desire to work with 
the Indian youth in the continental United States ·and 
Alaska. especially on the reservations. Also, she told of 
the need for trained counsellors who could guide the 
youth in their search for much needed education and 
vocational training. Her talk was sincere, warm and 
deeply moving. She was accompanied by her mother, 
Mrs. Ella McCarty. who is a religious leader in the 
Spokane Tribe and active in the Spokane School Dis~ 
triet .. 

Mrs. Lexa Schoen. having recently returned from a 
nine-month pioneering trip to St. Croix, U.S. Virgin 
Islands, spoke on race unity using the racial problems 
in the Virgin Islands as a springboard. 

An added highlight of the evening was a father-son 
duet of the song "Wha t Color is God's Skin?" Dr. c. 
Gordon Fleming and Gordon, Jr. sang this song accom
panied by the guitar with the audience joining in on the 
chorus. 

At the close of the meeting, Miss McCarty attended a 
youth fireside. It is felt that the line of communication 
has been opened a 'little more' between the community 
and our Indian brothers and sisters in this area. 

A Bazaar of Fun 

The Berkeley, California Baha'i Community with the 
assistance of the Albany and Richmond Baha'i Com
munities together with Ghettos, Inc. t a Negro-directed, 
self-help enterprise which uses a large, vacated brick 
office building on loan from a manufacturing company 
in the area, promoted a rather extraordinary and 
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Participants in the program. sponsored by the Bahd.'i Seacoast 
Area Committee, New Hampshire ana Maine: left to right, 
LaTTY McCuHough, ringer-guitar pl.a.ye'r; Alicia Waite, chair
-man. Nancy Lazar, prayer chanter, Boo HenderS"on~ speaker. 
These young people put on a successful program in Portsmouth 
New Hampshire. ' 

A view of the OlteTj!ow crowd at the Pahnertto Country Club at 
the observance sponsored by the Baha'is of South Dade, Flor
ida. The program was highlighted b1l songs by the MayS" Senior 
High Schoo~ ChaiT, and MT. Ha-rold Guinyard's brUli4nt dis~ 
cu.s.sion of the th.eme "God's Command, Man', Challenge:' 

spectacular program on Race Unity Day in Berkeley. 
The program, held throughout the day as an open

house arrangement, presented to the public a bazaar of 
items made by residents of the area such as wood
carvings, jewelry, hand-made African clothing, char
coal drawings, chalk drawings done by Berkeley's very 
talented William Smith, a BaM 'f artist, and other 
pieces of art such as paintings and sculpture. Each 
event very harmoniously telescoped into the next and 
mid-afternoon folk dancing and singing started by a 
Macedonian folk group, followed by American folkway 
singing and guitar, and Congo drumming. A live rock 
band had started the afternoon and had electrified the 
whole area with sound. At 5:00 p.m. the Baha'is opened 
up their InteITlational food-tasting room and the hun
dreds of guests circumambulated the tables marked 
Italian, Persian, Afghan, Spanish, and SOUl food. These 
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Smiling faces of some' oJ those who at
tended the picnic of the Baha'is of Culver 
J.D .• Santa Monica and Inglewood, CaH
fonda. 

Bahti'is and rJuests attending the picnic sponsOTed btl the 
BaM'is of Columbus, Ohio, held at the home of Mr. and M'P'''. 
Ronald Moss. 

international delicacies were prepared, cooked and 
served by the Bah,,'is. 

A Baha'i dialogue room adjoining the large main 
room where the bazaar and dancing was going on was 
decorated with appropriate Baha'i posters and dis
plays. Mr. John Love served as Baha'i host throughout 
the day and gave many beautiful firesides to the eager 
people who streamed through the room, taking a beau
tiful sense of unity and numerOus pieces of Baha'i 
literature with them. 

The program was a huge success t 

Friend of Faith Offers Home for Observance 

The picnic sponsored by the Montgomery County, 
Maryland Baha'i Community was held at the home of 
Mrs. Donald Weaver, who has recently learned of the 
Faith. She had returned to her home from attending the 

19 

wedding of her nephew who is a Baha'i, and saw a 
newspaper ad regarding the Baha'i Faith. Upon tele
phoning for information she learned of the Race Unity 
Day observance scheduled, and cheerfully proposed 
that the observance be held at her house. 

A Day to Remember 

The Communities of Culver J. D., Santa Monica, and 
Inglewood, California joined together for a potluck pic
nic in observance of Race Unity Day. The picnic was 
held at the Ladera Park, a very picturesque setting 
conveniently located for Baha'is and their guests. 

The program began with commlUlity singing of Ba
ha'i and other songs ied by Martin Kob from Santa 
Monica and Bettylee Stockman from South Bay J. D. 
Two poems written by well-known contemporary au
thors were read by Dale Hernandez. guest of Sara 
Williams from Culver J. D. Guest speaker for the 
occasion was Mr. Anthony Funchez, President of the 
Student Body of the newly opened West Los Angeles 
Junior College, who spoke on race unity from an 
ob~erver's viewpoint, while Dr. Keith Thorpe, a Baha'i 
from Santa Monica who is interning at U.C.L.A. Medi
cal School gave the Baha'i viewpoint in his presentation 
on the theme "God's Command, Man's Challenge." 

Another enjoyable part of the day was musical enter
tainment by singer and guitarist Derrick Morris joined 
later by Jimmy Seals and Dash Croft, guitarists and 
singers who entertain under the name of Seals and 
Croft and have made many recordings. Next on the 
program were musical numbers by the Messengers, a 
group 01 youth who are well known throughout Cali
fornia for their renditions of songs that have a mes
sage for today. 

Several people walking through the park, stopped to 
observe and listen to the program. Questions were 
asked, literatUre was requested, and 'an interest in local 
firesides was expressed. 

The efforts contribute::! by the many individuals 
involved, resulted in a very successful and enjoyable 
day, that will long be remembered. 

Extraordinary Radio and Television Mini.Prociamation 
in Indianapolis, Indiana 

Race Unity Day was expanded to be a part of a Race 
Unity Week Mini-Proclamation. "A Mini-Proclama
tion,n as described by Dr. Hamilton Niss, of Indianapo
lis, "was built around two weekdays of intensive radio 
and television programs featuring a Baha'i guest 
speaker, Dr. Eugene Byrd. A public meeting served as 
the basis for the broadcasting effort, and firesides 
supplemented the program. A cover letter about the 
Baha'i speaker and event plus a detailed resume pro
vided a prelude to follow-up phoning the stations. Some 
key booklets and a fact sheet were sent with the cover 
letter and resume to orient the broadcasting person
nel. .. 

Ten different radio stations in Indianapolis and four 
surrounding cities had a total of 16 programs and 
perhaps 30 spot announcements. Two special interview 
tapes were made by Dr. George Winder and Dr. Hamil
ton Niss, which were used on four programs. One tape 
of an interview" by Dr. Hamilton Niss 01 Dr. Byrd was 
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used on three different stations. A one-hour interview 
program with Dr. Winder was broadcast by a station 
which has a fundamentalist audience. Dr. Byrd, Dr. 
Winder and George Brawley participated in a one-hour 
program in Greenfield, Indiana, the Indianapolis As
sembly goal city. There was a total of 345 minutes of 
radio programs. 

All four television stations in the area invited Dr. 
Byrd to be on their news programs. One of these was a 
women's feature program and another was a weekly 
news, rebroadcast on Stmday as a weekly news high
light. In addition, one station had a Holy Land program 
which featured the Baha'i Faith (by coincidence). Tele
vision broadcasts totalled about 45 minutes and were 
put on eleven times. Each newscast was aired at 6:00 
and 11:00 in the evening. 

The grand total of this exciting Mini-Proclamation 
was 27 programs and newscasts on fourteen stations for 
380 minutes. All of this was generated in two days! 

Among the bOWlties which Baha'u'lli.h has bestowed 
upon the Indianapolis Baha'i Community is a free 
weekly radio program which has been going on for the 
past eighteen months. This fifteen minute program 
each Tuesday morning at six o'clock came about when 
one of the friends called WFMS for an interview pro
gram in December 1967. The station owner said that 
although they did not have such programs, there was a 
cancellation by one of the churches that morning and 
would the Baha'is like to have the time free. 

A summary of factors which seem to be important in 
the success of the-Indianapolis Community, as reported 
by ·Dr. Niss t follows: (a) Featured events focused on 
key human needs; (b) Speaker with appealing and 

INCORPORATED ASSEMBLIES 

Membe1's of tn-e local Spiritual Assembly ot the Bahci'is ot 
CulveT, J.D., CalifoTnia, at time of its incorpo-ration in June, 
1969. 
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significant background; (c) Neat, well organized mate
rial sent out as background. .; (d) Friendly, informa
tive and persuasive cover letter; (e) Detailed and 
interesting resume of the speaker; (f) Persistent and 
positive approach in followup phone calls; (g) News 
kits presented to key personnel; (h) Personal contact 
especiaI1y during first efforts; 0) Friendly discussion 
with broadcasting people before and after interview 
... ; (j) Well organized schedule of stations, times, 
people and places; (k) Followup with thank you letters 
and perhaps Baha'i books as personal remembrance of 
the event. 

Other Observances 
Although details are not available, reports have been 

received that the following Communities sponsored 
Race Unity Day observances: Glendale and Phoenix, 
Arizona; Fresno, Santa Clara, San Mateo Central J. D., 
San Rafael, Oceanside, San Luis Obispo County J. D., 
California; Greater Bridgeport, Connecticut; Palm 
Beach, Tallahassee, Florida; Cobb County, Georgia; 
Council Bluffs, Iowa; New Orleans, Louisiana; Port
land, Maine; Brookline, Cambridge and Boston, Ipswich, 
Massachusetts; Baltimore, Maryland; Lansing and 
East Lansing, Flint, Michigan; Redwood Falls, Minne
sota; St. Louis, Missouri; Teaneck, North Plainfield, 
New Jersey; Yorktown, Yonkers, New York; Ports
mouth, New Hampshire t Eliot, Kittery and York, 
Maine; New Hampton, New Hampshire; Fargo. North 
Dakota; Columbus, Ohio; Killen, Ft. Hood, Texas; 
Amarillo, Texas; Ogden, Utah; Burlington, Vermont; 
and Cheyenne, Wyoming. 

Local Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd'u Of Inglewood, Cali
fornia incorporated May, 1969. Lett to Ti.ght, front: Ruth 
Hingtey, Charlotte Thompson, Mabel Pyter, Inez Sha.nnon; Te~'r: 
Don Robl.ey, Char[ene Robley, Ben AsheH, S0-3M Werntk, 
Campbell Thompson. 
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Announcements from The Universal House of Justice 

Appointments to Continental Boards of Counsellors 

The following message from the Universal House of 
Justice was sent on July 10. 1969 to all National Spiritu
al Assemblies. 

Dear Baha Pi Friends, 

With great joy we announce that we have decided to 
increase the total number of members of the Conti· 
nental Boards of Counsellors for the Protection and 
Propagation of the Faith to thirty-eight by adding John 
McHenry III to the Continental Board of Counsellors in 
North East Asia and Mas'ud Khamsi to the Continental 
Board of Counsellors in South America, raising the 
number of Counsellors on each Board to three and four, 
respectively. 

We also rejoice to announce the appointment of Mrs. 
Shirin Boman to the Continental Board of Counsellors of 
Western Asia to fill a vacancy on that Board. 

The devoted efforts of all eleven Continental Boards 
of Counsellors during the first year of their service to 
the Faith of Baha'u'lUh have been most exemplary 
and praiseworthy. We are deeply grateful for the loyal
ty, steadfastness and devotion which have charac
terized the activities of all members in reinforcing the 
vitally important work of the Hands of the Cause of 
God. 

Please share these glad tidings with the friends. 

With loving Baha'i greetings, 
THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

Seventh New National Spiritual Asserably in 

Africa next Ridvan 

The following message was sent to all National Spiritu
al Assemblies August 11, 1969: 
Dear Baha'i Friends, 

In the brief space of time following the announcement 
of the formation of six new National Spiritual As. 
semblies in Africa next Riq.van, the succession of vic
tories, resulting from the prodigious efforts exerted by 
the devoted friends, impels us to announCe that a 
seventh National Spiritual Assembly will be formed in 
Africa at Ri<,lvim. 1970. The new National Spiritual 
Assembly including Congo (Brazzaville). Chad, Centra! 
African Republic and Gabon, will have its seat in 
Bangui. This will leave Uganda with its own separate 
National Spiritual Assembly. 

Please share this joyous news with the believers. We 
know the friends throughout the world join us in our 
supplications for the continued, uninterrupted prosecu
tion and speedy fulfillment of the goals, terminating in 
the ultimate triumph of the Cause of Baha'u'llith. 

With loving Baha'i greetings, 
THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE or JUSTICE 
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First National Convention-Papua and New Guinea 

The first National Convention of the Baha'is of Papua 
and New Guinea opened the morning of April 21 with a 
session of devotions at 9 a.m. When devotions con
cluded the convention was officially opened by the 
chairman of the National Spiritual Assembly of Aus
tralia, Stanley Bolton, who presented greetings from 
that Assembly and the leiters of greeting from other 
national spiritual assemblies who expressed their hap
piness at the formation of yet another pillar of the 
Univeral House of Justice. So many letters of greeting 
were received that their reading was spaced through 
the whole convention. 

As the roil of delegates was cailed, each of the thirty
one present came forward and was presented by name 
to the convention. A convention program, written in 
Pidgin, was given to everyone present. Three delegates 
were unable to attend. 

David Podger a delegate from Port Moresby, elected 
convention chairman, welcomed Hand of the Cause 
Collis Featherstone, Board of Counsellors member Miss 
Thelma Perks, Auxiliary Board member Miss Violet 
Hoehnke. delegates, and guests to the convention. 
Michael Homerang was elected convention secretary. 

As representative of the Universal House of Justice, 
Collis Featherstone presented the message from the 
Universal House of Justice, a translation into Pidgin 
already having been prepared. The Motu speaking 
delegates from Papua were given an oral translation 
into their language by Mrs. Sue Podger. 

In the afternoon Stanley Bolton presented the general 
Ri"van message from the Universal House of Justice to 
all Baha'is, a Pidgin version was circulated and read, 
and the Motu speakers also received a translation. Miss 
Thelma Perks presented a letter of greetings from the 
Australasian Continental Board of Counsellors. 

On that and succeeding evenings a meal was served 
in the convention hall for all delegates and friends who 
wished to come. 

On the morning of April 22 reports of goals, methods, 
and plans of the Regional Teaching Committees of New 
Ireland, North East New Guinea, and Papua were 
presented by Kapinias Lundeng, Lawrence Kuma, and 
Sue Podger, respectively. 

Election on Second Day 

The election of the new National Spiritual Assembly 
took place mid morning, with the following results : John 
Francis, Noel Bluett, David Podger, Sue Podger, 
Margaret Bluett, Michael Homerang, Rodney Hancock, 
Violet Hoehnke, and Frank Wyss. Auxiliary Board 
member Violet Hoehnke expressed a desire to remain 
on the AUxiliary Board and Gas Dau was elected to the 
National Spiritual Assembly in her place. 

A report from the teaching committee of Bismarck 
Archipelago and New Guinea was presented by Frank 
Wyss. He reviewed the growth of the Faith in Papua. 
and New Guinea over the last year, noted the produc
tion of histories of the Bab and of Baha 'u 'llah in Pidgin 
and of a small booklet of prayers in the same language, 
mentioned the successful summer school held in 
Medina, the overseas traveling teachers who had come 
during the year, reported the current status of the 
National J:ia~iratu'l.Quds, expressed the hope that the 
Spiritual Assembly of Baluan would farm, and con
cluded with a plea for more traveling teaching by 
believers within Papua and New Guinea. General dis
cussion of teaching by all delegates followed Mr. Wyss' 
report. Talasea delegates reported the widespread in
terest in the Faith in their part of New Britain. Miwa 
Enahai from Port Moresby told of the great interest in 
the Faith by the remote Pawaia people in Papua, and 
of nineteen villages which would be receptive to the 
Faith if taught now. John Francis spoke next and called 
on the Chimbu people who had learned of the Faith in 
Papua to assist. 

At the tint Convention in New Guinea_ Convention chairman speaking and acting ChaiT
man Mr. John Francis is seated, 
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Memben of Nationat Spiritual A$sembly of Papua and New 
Guinea. Left to right. bade TOW: Joh.n F'I"oncis, Sue PodgeT, 
Frank WYSS', Dat.'id PadgeT. Gus Dau, Michael Homerang, 
Rodney Hancock. Two memrU!'TS absent overseas were Noe! 
Bluett and Margaret Bluett. 
Seated: Sta.nley Bolton. Chairman of National SpiTitual As
sembly Of Australia; H. Collis Featherstone. Hand of the 
Cau.se; Thelma Pef'ks. member Of Continental Board of Coun
senors. 

On the final day, Proclamation Committee secretary. 
Rodney Hancock. presented his report. Presentations 
had been made to the Administrator. to some De~ 
partmental Heads, to some District Commissioners, 
and good newspaper pUblicity was received concerning 
the convention. The delegates recommended that the 
next Proclamation campaign be directed to local gov
ernment councils in the Territory. It was also recom
mended that the National Spiritual Assembly seek 
means of obtaining further pubJicity for the Faith by 
newspaper and radio. 

Stanley Bolton gave a talk on finance and giving. 
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After his talk, delegates expressed their thanks for the 
financial assistance given in the past by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Australia and spoke of the need 
for the community to participate more in giving. Mr. 
Collis Featherstone related some stories of giving from 
South America. Discussion turned to the question of 
deepening the community and the need to quickly 
develop the teaching institutes. There was consultation 
on the problems of marriage and burial as related to 
the customs of the area. 

In the evening of April 23, replies from the Universal 
House of Justice and from the Hands of the Cause in the 
Holy Land to the cables sent from the convention were 
read, giving much pleasure to an present. Closing 
addJ·esses were given by Stanley Bolton and Thelma 
Perks. A moving final address was given by Hand of 
the Cause Collis Featherstone in which he lovingly 
urged the delegates to take home the stories and the 
spirit of the convention. 

Although not appearing on the formal program, the 
between·sessions mingling of the friends over meals 
and cups of tea during the period, and the ever friendly 
presence of the Hand of the Cause and of the Board of 
Counsellors member Thelma Perks mingling with dele
gates and observers, established a foundation of accord 
that stayed secure throughout and grew, as the conven· 
tion progressed~ into a happy unity of thoughts and 
feelings, taking final shape as a strong dedication to 
slJ('cced in all our endeavors for the Faith. 

Preconvention School Held 

A two-day preconvention school was held April 19·20, 
attended full time by thirty-one delegates. Subjects 
treated were a general description of the convention, 
the work and responsibilities of a national office, the 
work of convention chairman and secretary, and de
sirable qualities in national assembly members. The 
evening of April 20 all the friends present joined in 
celebrating the first day of Ri<jvan. The Tablet of 
Visitation of Baha'u'llah was read and, following the 
conclusion of devotions, the friends viewed the slide 
series "Carmel, The Mountain of God," which had been 
translated and recorded in Pidgin. 

Two Hands of the Cause visit HigMands. New Guinea. Dr. Muhcijir and Collis Featherstone aTe shown in 
center with Mrs. Margaret de Jonghe and the Baha'is of Kiogato Village. 

I 
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BaM'is of Lau Last, Langa Langa La~oon, Malaita. Solomon I.dands. Mr. Fassell, pioneer on Malaita Is. at 
right .lItandinl7. 

Impact of Faith on South Pacific Noted by Traveling Teacher 

One of the longest teaching journeys undertaken in 
the South Pacific, covering some 25,000 miles and 
lasting approximately six months with seventy-two 
communities visited, was completed recently as Edgar 
A. Olson returned home to Guam in the Mariana 
Islands of the mid-Pacific. It was arranged by the 
Pioneer Committee of Australia in conjunction with the 
national and local assemblies involved. 440lie". as he is 
widely known, moved from Delaware in the U, S. to the 
Marianas goal area during the Ten Year Crusade. 

First call on the journey was Manila, an overnight 
transit stop where a large fireside gathering was ar~ 
ranged. Next came New Guinea where teaching activi
ties were carried on in nine villages over a period of 
three weeks. Here as elsewhere when needed, a local 
interpreter accompanied alie on the trips to the outer 
islands. Discussion groups met night after night inside 
huts or on porches, sometimes in circles squatted on the 
beach, or standing in the heat of the sun or the 
evening's moonlight. Sometimes the traveler with other 
Baha'is would walk through the bush at night to visit a 
neighboring village. At times Baha'is came from a 
distance by canoe to join with the friends for an 
evening's discussion and fellowship. 

Chiefs Welcome Vi,itor 

In the Solomons, as in New Guinea t a continuous 
schedule of visits to different island communities was 
followed. At a distant village in Marau Sound on Guadal~ 
canal where Baha'is were thought to be living, none 
was found, but the chief welcomed the visitor and his 
interpreter Hamuelt member of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Solomons. Within forty-eight hours 
eight different firesides were held. Busy day and night 
schedules also filled the visitor's time in New Hebrides. 
One new island visited was North Efate. Returning to 
Port Vllla, a stop was made in the Village of Bounagis 
where the chief called together the men of the village 
and for two hours or more sat in a copra shed while the 
Faith was explained. 

Good Publicity G.ined 

After a brief stop in New Caledonia, the traveler 
rea ched Aus tralia where meetings and firesides were 
arranged. Mention of the Faith was made also in 
interviews by the press, and by radio and over tele
vision. Next came Tasmania and New Zealand~ again 
with incidental publicity for the Faith. In American 
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Hau Hui Baha'i Community. MalaUa, Solomon Is. Right to Left. 
Mr. Bruce Saunders, National Spiritual Assembly member, Mr. 
sembfy member oJ Hau Hui Community. 

Miss Beng Liew, BaM'i .schooL teacher. 
Hamue! Hoha.nia. National Spiritual As-

Samoa the Baha'i from Guam was interviewed for the 
government newspaper. Western Samoa was next. then 
Tonga where he was interviewed over government 
radio. 

Among highlights of the trip was a lively fireside 
evening Dlie spent with the students from the U. S. 
Trust Territory - the MarshaUs, Carolinas and Mari
anas - who are attending medical college in Suva, Fiji 
Islands. An interesting encounter was made in the 
Gilberts with an elderly Catholic priest who knew of the 
teachings of Bahit'u'llith. The journey continued by 
boat to the Marshalls, then to Hawaii, for a visit to 
some outer-island communities. The South Pacific cir
cuit ended on June 12, 1969, two weeks short of six 
months from time of departure. 

All Mean. of Travel 

Almost every kind of conveyance was used in the 
course of the trip, including dugout and outrigger 
canoes, jeeps, trucks, buses and even "mini" auto
mobiles and planes ranging from small single-engine 
craft to jets. 

Throughout the region the traveling teacher found 
love and kindness among the Baha'is and sincere 

devotion to the Faith. He also discovered that the 
believers in some of the most remote villages knew and 
were practicing the principles of Baha'i administration 
with understanding. 

The impact of the Baha'i Faith upon life and condi
tions in the islands was evident. Wherever there was a 
Baha'i community, cleanliness was more noticeable. In 
one village where the Baha'is were finnly established, 
it was noted that drinking and inebriation had become 
almost non-existent, in contrast to the prior situation. 
Opposition to the Faith was encountered occasionally, 
sometimes at meetings. In most cases, however, 
wherever the people heard of the Faith, they wanted to 
hear more, and were especially interested in Bible 
subjects and prophecies. So·called pagans showed 
great interest. Everywhere, in the proclamation efforts, 
the emphasis was upon Baha'u'llah as a Messenger of 
God - the One awaited by all the peoples of the world. 

August, 1969 BAHA'i NEWS mentions a teaching trip 
made by Edgar Olson of Guam while visiting the 
Solomon Islands and refers to him as a Knight of Ba
ha'u'llah. This is incorrect. Mrs. Edgar (Cynthia) Olson 
is a Knight of Baha'u'IIa.h. 
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Central, East Africa Receive Counsellors' Visit 

A twelve day period, June 2S-July 9, including the 
anniversary of the first meeting of the Continental 
Board of Counsellors of Central and East African zone, 
(July Sth) witnessed a full-scale gathering of Counsel
lors and Auxiliary Board members, first in Addis 
Ababa and later in Nairobi. Consultations took place 
between the Counsellors and Board members and also 
the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of North 
East Africa. During part of the time, all five Counsel
lors - 010ro Epyeru, Kolonario Oule, and Mrs. Isobel 
Sabri from Uganda; Dr. Mehdi Samandari from 
Somalia; and Aziz Yazdi from Kenya, met with nine of 
the eleven Board members of the zone: Dr. Hushang 
Ahdieh, Eritrea; Festos Mokalama, Kenya; Jawad 
Mughrabi, Central Africa; Peter Mutabazi, Uganda; 
Samuel Obra. Kenya; Mrs. Ola Powlaska, Congo; 
Salatier Shabani, Burundi; Soloman Tanyi, Cameroon 
Republic and Belete Worku, Ethiopia. 

While they were in Ethiopia, a most inspiring teach
ing conference was held, during which participants 
learned much from the vast experience of mass con
version teachers from Uganda, Kenya and the Congo. A 
fireside was conducted at the l:Ia~iratu'l-Quds by three 
of the visiting Board members, Mrs. Powlaska, Festos 
Mokalama and J awad Mughrabi, which produced lively 
discussion; and for three days, the four Counsellors and 
eight Board members mostly accompanied by a local 
friend scattered throughout Eritrea and Ethiopia on 
teaching trips, giving great impetus to the teaching and 
consolidation work. One declaration was brought back 
from Jimma. A public meeting was held in the 
l:Ia~iratu'l..Quds which was filled to overflowing when 
Dr. Mehdi Samandari spoke on The Purpose of Man'~ 
Creation, There were two declarations at the end of the 
meeting. Most meetings were enlivened with songs by 

Board of CounseUor8 and Board members in Nairobi., July 4-1. 
1969. Left to right, front: Counsellors Dr_ Mendi Samalldari and 
Ko!onario Oule, Board member Mrs. Ola Powlaska, Counsel
lors M'78. Isobel Sabri, 01010 Epyeru; rear: Board members 
Belete Worku, Salatier Shabani, Peter Mutabazi, Jawad Mugh
Tabi, Soloman Tanyi. Festes Mokalama, Counsellor Aziz Yazdi 
and Board membcr Dr. Hushang Ahdieh_ 

the friends from Kenya, Uganda and Congo. 
During the period in Ethiopia, all were the guests of 

the Addis Ababa community who showed deep love and 
hospitality to their guests t appreCiation for the bounties 
they received from the visit and renewed dedication to 
winning the goals of the Nine Year Plan_ 

The talks and discussions continued in Nairobi on the 
institutions of the Universal House of Justice, Hands of 
the Cause, Counsellors and Auxiliary Boards with many 
points clarified. Practical plans were formulated for the 
next three to six months for both Counsellors and Board 
members, in accordance with the wish of the Universal 
HoU-"e of Justice. 

Social gathering in Addis Ababa jor the ConHnental Board oj Counsellors and Board 
memflE!'1'S 0/ Central and East AfTica: National Assembly of North East Afrtca and friends. 
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Baha'is of Chad Welcome Counsellor Member 

Left: Dempsey and Ad'1'ienne Morgan. pioneeTs to Chad, Cleoph.as K. Vava, the first Baha'i in FaTt L«my. with CounseUoT Mehdl 
Samandari. Right: On the terTY boat from Chad to CameToan, Dempsey Morgan and Counsellor Mehd! Sam.andari. 

Lett: Baha'is of Fort Lamy, Redina Quarter. Right: Baha'is of Fort Lamy in Muslim qUlI.rter. 

Baha'is of Fort Lam'll and friends. 



8 OCTOBER 1'69 

Mozambique Scores a Victory 

Planting cypress trees on newly acquired land /OT a ~~:lTatuJl·Quds in Matolu, Mozambique, a joyful occa.ion fOT aU, 

On June 29, 1969, an historic event in the Baha'i 
history of this country occurred. Mter long negotiation, 
the local Spiritual Assembly of Matola, Mozambique, 
in collaboration with the Goals Committee, now have a 
piece of land where a l:ia?-iratu'l-Quds will one day be 
built, The plot of land is near Matola Rio. This is a 
supplementary goal granted by the Universal House of 
Justice at the request of the friends. 

At 10 a,m, the friends gathered together and walked 
to the plot. Cypress trees were planted to mark the 
spot, then prayers and readings in many languages 
were followed by Baha'i songs. The occasion was 
unique, Ten years ago it was impossib1e for the friends 
to recite Bah.a'i prayers even in their own ,homes. 
Today they can pray openly and also sing aloud Ya 
Baha'u'l-Abha. To close the celebrations fruit and re
freshments were served to all the friends. This was a 
happy day! 

Mozambique Baha'is Hold Conference 
The second conference held at Chamanculo. 

Lourenc;o Marques, June 15, 1969, was conducted by the 
Goals Committee of Mozambique, with people coming 
from Boane, Machava, Matola, and Machaquene, re
ceiving a warm welcome from the friends of Louren~o 
Marques. 

This all-day conference was divided into two parts. 
The morning session was directed ~ devotions and the 
spiritual uplifting of the friends, with Mrs. Fernanda 
Moreira acting as chairman and Francisco Novais as 
secretary. "At 10 a.m. a group of the friends from 
Matola came in, singing their song, 'Tokozani Siya 
Ngena Thina Ba Matola/ n writes Rudolfo Duna. I'This 
was really the spirit of the festiv'al of the conference. As 
you aU know, my pen cannot adequately express the 
real happiness of this day, but all the same this was the 
day for the friends to come together from various 
centers, and to be together and share the fellowship, to 

The Local Spiritual Assembly of Louren~o MaTques, Moza.m
bique, formed April 21, 1969. Left to Tight, TeaT: Rafael Ma
fuana; Jose Rodrigues; Rudoljo DUM, chairman; J'tLStino Mo
TeiTa, Te'coTding secretary. Front: MTS. FeTnanda Moreif'a, 
conesponding secretaTY; Miss Rosie Mary; Mrs. Emilia Rodri
gues; MTS. Angelica Duna, treasurer; MrS". HagaT Lango.. 

pray and consult about solving the problems of teach
ing others about our beloved Faith. The second part of 
this conference was directed towards consolidating the 
spirit of the believers and giving them a happy time. 
So, a play had been prepared by Mrs. Angelica Duna 
and the friends. It was about teaching the Faith in the 
home of an inquirer. At last, a question arose, 'Why 
don't Baha'is baptize?' Well. why don't we? This ques
tion was then put forward for anyone to answer. Mr. 
Justina Moreira answered it in Portuguese and his 
reply was translated into Shironga. The highlight of the 
day was the presentation of the Faith by Jose Rod
rigues, who spoke about progressive revelation. Many 
questions were put to him and all were well answered." 

T 



Bahd'{ Summ.er School at J,meau. Alaska. June 21-25. wi.th visitoTs from the Dominican Repub!ic, Hawaii, Canada and the U.s. 

Twelfth Alaskan Summer School Radiates Warmth, Knowledge 
The Twelfth annual Alaska summer school, held in 

Juneau, June 21.25, registering seventy-three persons, 
was a joyous learning experience for all. Visitors were 
attracted from the Dominican Republic. Hawaii, Can
ada, the U.S. as well as Alaskan communities. 

Auxiliary Board member Curtis Kelsey brought 
warm inspiration to all with his much-loved stories of 
'Abdu'l-Baha and His way of reaching and teaching 
all people. Elena Marsella brought alive the religions 
of past ages with her topic, "Great Religions of the 
Past." Bill Van Zoest gave a class on "Tablets of the 
Divine Plan," which complemented Curtis Kelsey's 
presentation. Leslie and Ruth Hawthorn, who pioneered 
in Africa, taught "Deepening the Spiritual Life," and 
their forty years of service as devoted Baha'is well 

First Assembly Formed in Orkney Islands 
Off the north coast of Caithness in Scotland lie the 

Orkney Islands. The opening of these islands was a goal 
assigned by the beloved Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, for 
the Ten Year Crusade. The Universal House of Justice 
named one assembly as a goal for the Nine Year Plan. 
This has now been formed in Kirkwall, the county town, 
on the largest island called Mainland. It is low, rolling 
country, largely farming area, but with many mOOrs 
and lakes. 

The Orkneys are the Orcades of classical literature. 
Mentioned in the great Viking sagas, they were ruled 
by Norway and Denmark for several centuries and 
annexed to Scotland in 1472. Of the seventy islands, 
only twenty-four are inhabited, some only by the occu
pants of a single farm. On many of the islands spec
tacular cliffs have been formed by the sea and wind 
eroding the red sandstone and gray limestone. 

Baha'is throughout the world will rejoice with the 
pioneers and their new Orkney friends in this victory. 
Among the believers are four Orkadians: Moira 
Macleod, Ian Macleod, Ernest Bertram and Violet 
Bertram. 

qualified them to teach a course of such depth. They 
also shared slides of Uganda. 

"Teacher Training" wag a subject for discussion led 
by Ron and Lois Schnieder, utilizing slides taken on a 
'round the world trip as part of the crew traveling with 
Russ Garcia for nine months. Sheila Rice-Wray, pio
neer to Latin America for SOme twenty years, and 
member of the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Dominican Republic, shared delightful pioneering ex ... 
periences with the students. Her unexpected presence 
brought much joy to the school, as did the presence of 
Mrs. Curtis Kelsey, who taught the Faith by her radiant 
example. Alaskans were also happy to have their own 
Auxiliary Board member present at the school sessions. 

Orkney Islands. left to right, front: Shezagh. King, Da.ryoosh 
Mehraoi, Adele Senior; rea:r: Jacqueline Mehrabi, MoiTa 
Macleod, Ernest Bertram, Parvin JahanpouT. Eric King, Vio~ 
let Bertram. 

T 
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Baha'i Exhibition Tours Swiss Cities 

Bahd,'i traveling exhibitions in Swi.tzerland were visUed by some 4,500 persons i.n 1968 and 1969. Below: 
The "Sands" boat on Lake Zurich, featuring the Bahd'i e;rhibition. 

A Baha'i traveling exhibition prepared by Austrian 
believers was staged in several Swiss German-speaking 
cities in April and May 1969. In Zurich, large posters, 
movie theater slides, newspaper advertisements and 
hundreds of invitations announced the exhibition under 
the title Biographie der jiingsten We~tTeligion (Story 
of World's Youngest Religion), on a boat moored on 
Lake Zurich's busiest promenade. Within five days, 
over 1.(M)() persons, among them many youth, viewed 
the exhibit. A press conference resulted in good. cover~ 
age in newspapers including the students' periodical, 
and, for the third time in two years. in a short tele
vision program. Slide programs were shown con~ 
tinuously to interested visitors. Many remained to read 

the literatUre in many languages in the boat's im
provised reading room. 

A well-known pacifist, Max Daetwyler, called 
familiarly the Swiss apostle of peace, offered a gift of 
money. When it was explained to him that contributions 
are accepted from Baha'is only, he placed advertise..
ments signed by him recommending the exhibition, in a 
publicity sheet distributed in aU Zurich households. A 
Russian Orthodox priest recaUed hearing first of the 
Baha'i teachings through a faithful believer of Russian 
origin who had passed away. Some visitors mentioned 
their meeting with Professor Auguste Forel, the noted 
scientist and recipient of 'Abdu'I-Baha's letter. A young 
tourist guide who used to pass three times daily in front 
of the boat featuring the exhibit described how Ameri· 
can tourists on his bus knew about the Faith and had 
urged him to visit the exhibition. 

The exhibition was later displayed in nearby Wet
tingen, a goal town, and in the Casino of Basel, where 
among the 500 visitors Marcus Bach. the noted theolo
gian and Mark Tobey, the American Baha'i painter, 
praised this public presentation of Baha'i principles. A 
young Protestant minister, who had visited the Baha'i 
exhibit, invited a believer to open a series of talks on 
non-Christian religions to a religion class at Oberwil in 
the suburbs of Basel. In Bern in like manner, high 
school students saw the display presented for one week 
in the l:Ia~iratu'l~Quds. The exhibition's last stop was 
the historiC city of St. Gallen where Christianity was 
first introduced in the country by Celtic monks. The 
friends of the St. Gallen area had expended great 
efforts to have the exhibition in one of the best halls of 
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this center now famous for its textiles and em
broideries. Five hundred and thirty newcomers had the 
opportunity of acquainting themselves with this, our 
youngest world religion. Riidiger Wohlwend, a faithful 
Liechstenstein believer, in spite of strong underground 
opposition from church authorities in the Principality. 
came with personal friends to nearby SL Gallen to show 
them the nicely arranged pane1s of the exhibition which 
covered the history. the teachings and various activi
ties of the Faith. Follow~up public talks and house 
meetings were held and will take place later in the fall 
in each of these cities. 

Right: Mark Tobey, th.e famo'Us American painter 
who is a member oj the local Assembly of Baset, 
joyfuUy joined hands with Swiss and Iranian be~ 
tie-vers to mount a Baha'i exhibition in Basel, Mall 
1969. Above: Poster announcing exhibition, in the 
street:r of Zurich. Above 'right: Max Daetwyler, the 
Swiss Apo:rtle of Peace. pTaised the Baha.'f exhibi
tion. 
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Goals Committee Members Visit South America 

Two representatives of the United States Internation
al Goals Committee. Mrs. Maurine Kraus and Mrs. 
Louise Wold, took a one month trip (February 23-March 
25, 1969) through South America to gain first hand 
knowledge of conditions and pioneer needs and to 
consult in person with members of the national spiritual 
assemblies. 

The brief stay of a few days in each of the ten 
countries visited brought results which the travelers 
sum up as follows: 

"1) The meetings with the national spiritual assem
bly members in everyone of the ten countries revealed 
a warm, enthusiastic appreciation of our visit, a desire 
to share information concerning the grave needs within 
each country and the plans formulated to meet the 
goals; 2) For the Committee this trip was an invaluable 
experience of on the spot observations of the countries, 
the terrain, the peoples, living conditions, teaching 
methods affecting the lives of the pioneers, aU of these 
both within the cities and in the mass conversion areas 
of Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia; 3) The visit with our 
many pioneers was a rewarding experience and pro
vided opportunity to express our love and deep interest 
in their welfare and dedicated work." 

A few highliJ(hts of the trip: 

Panama: 

A visit to the Temple site with Mr. Paul Thiele showed 
where 36 feet of hilltop has been removed, a parking 
area constructed and a glimpse of the magnificent view 
from the spot where the Temple, when completed, win 
be seen from far and wide. There was a meeting with 
the pioneers now serving in Panama, marking the first 
time that all the pioneers had met together. 

Colombia: 
The travelers were met at the airport by the believ

ers, an informative meeting was held with members 
of the National Spiritual Assembly, with emphasis on 
the need for yOtUlg vigorous youth to help in the 
Guajira area where mass conversion is in process. 

Ecuador: 
A memorable visit to Otovalo, scene of Indian teach~ 

ing. The account by Maurine Kraus follows: 
"On Sunday, Dorothy Campbell, Jerry Bagley and I 

took a bus to Otovalo. It was an amazing, quite wild 
ride, through magnificent mountains, valleys, all 
breath-taking, with a sheer drop at the roadside
more curves and double-backs than seems possible. 
This ride was more dramatic than anything I have seen 
in the Alps and the Rockies. After four hours we 
arrived in Otovalo, It is an interesting, typically Latin, 
lown of about 10,000 inhabitants. 

"Monday, March 3, is probably one of the -' most 
unique days of my life. Raul Pavon came in the jeep to 
pick us up and the four of us set off through the wild 

An Indian dwelling in EcuadoT. 

Indian Baha'i instructors who teach. theiT people thToughout 
the area of Otavalo, Ecuador. 

roads to the Indian villages where the Baha'is are. This 
was an indescribable experience, the glorious moun
tains and valleys, the rutty roads, some of them mud 
hard-packed, and a few with cobble-stone centers. We 
left the jeep and climbed up the path to the thatched 
mud huts of the Indians. These Indians are beautiful, so 
warm, so loving, their eyes speaking volumes of weI. 
come and love as well as their words in Quechua, which 

T 
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Vicenta Carmo, a 22 lIear old fuH time Indian Bahci'i teach.er 
'Who jor /it;e years ha.'I' traveled jor the Faith. 

Raul translated for us. We met a number of the Baha 'f 
Indian instructors. One was a girl of about 22 who 
accompanied us all during the day. It was overcast and 
drizzly. but we were able to get some sEdes and some 
songs on tape. At the second village we visited, about 20 
children came from the school near by with their teach
er. We had quite a lengthy meeting inside from huts and 
outside, too, in the drizzle. 

qThe walking back and forth from the jeep up the 
.teep hills and up the paths was very rugged. I took two 
tumbles. with no ill effects. 

"Raul Pavon has been working with the Indians in 
Ecuador for a long time. His mother and father are at 
the Institute for training Indian teachers, outside of 
Otovalo. He speaks Quechua and is a very versatile 
young man. In the afternoon we set out for a village on 
the other side of the mountains. It was quite a journey 
over steep and rugged roads, constantly gaining height. 
Then we climbed on foot, straight up and reached the 
home of an Indian family by climbing high stone steps 
carved in the side of the hill. A family of potters lived 
there, a very large family. An Indian instructor of 
small stature met us here. He had evidentally walked a 
long, long time to get there to meet us, This Indian 
potter and his son were busily engaged in their work. 
They couldn't take time to stop at this point. The father 
was jumping up and down on his clay since it had to 
reach a certain point before he could stop - quite a 
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dance as he talked. It was necessary to visit this family 
because of persecution by the other Indians. Jerry 
Bagley and Raul Pavon had a conversation with him in 
Spanish to build his morale and to encourage him to go 
on teaching. At last we got ourselves down the jagged 
rocks and to the jeep and set off, only to find at a turn 
in the road a large crowd of Indians - men and women 
who had dug a great trench in the road so that we could 
not pass. Jerry and Raul got out and a long~ threaten. 
ing time ensued. The Indians were angry. One had a 
machete and the leaders were drunk. They seemed to 
be provoked that the village political leaders had not 
been consulted for approval of teaching the Faith. The 
talk became angrier and angrier. The young Indian girl 
traveling with us and Dorothy and I kept singing softly 
HAllah-u·Abha." and saying the "Remover of Difficul
ties." Finally, Raul and the little Indian instructor 
traveling with Us were given a shovel and they began 
filling in the trench. Raul had stood his ground on the 
issue of the unlawful digging up of the road. It was no 
tjme to teach the Faith; it was a time to be firm. It was 
simply amazing that the jeep could jump that great 
ditch, but it did and off we went.,. 

Peru: 

In Cuzco, Peru the visitors had another memorable 
day. The account continues: 

"Cuzco was another unusual and different experience 
for us. W~ were met at the airport by four Baha'i men. 
Cesar ROJas, and three of the Indian instructors. We 
found them holding up the Greatest Name so that we 
would recognize them, Cesar Rojas and his wife and 
five children live at the Institute some miles outside of 
Cuzco; Cesar ROjas is the teacher and pioneer there. 
We all squeezed into one taxi and rode SOme miles 
through the winding roads up the motmtains to Pucyu
ra, where the Institute is located. It is a sizable building 
lacking all modern facilities. In back of the building is 
a courtyard surrounded by old, low deserted buildings 
which are part of the property, where a large pig and a 
baby pig roamed. Directly beyond, the mountains 
ascend abruptly. 

"'A steep ladder leads up to the second floor which has 
a large area for a crowd of people and teaching. This 
large room has windows and daylight. At one end, are a 
number of triple-decked iron beds, a dormitory ar
rangement for accommodating people overnight. 

j IThe instructors briefed us, laying out the plan for 
forming Assemblies by Riqvan in the area of Cuzco. 
They speak Quechua. On a blackboard in the large 
auditorium, they drew a map and pointed out exact 
locations and what was to be accomplished. It was 
really an excellent briefing and with interpretation we 
understood. These instructors travel miles and miles up 
and down the mountains, mainly on foot, and are out 15 
and 20 days at a time traveling light, not even carrying 
food. 

jThinchero - This day was another experience. The 
taxi came for us in the morning. Cesar had made 
arrangements with great bargaining. There were seven 
of us in the car taking this trip and eight on the return 
trip. The taxi driver had brought his wife with his baby, 
non-Baha'is t and Maria took her baby. We drove up 
and up long and winding roads to the top of the WOrld. 

T 
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Finally we arrived at a high-up village called Chin
cher~. We left the car and walked up steep, stoney 
roads to the home of Baha'is. We were very short of 
breath - such altitude' We found that the Baha'is 
would have to have time to gather, which gave us an 
hour or two to walk up more steep, stony roads to the 
excavations and restorations - the famous restora
tions. Such rarified air, such dramatic mountains. 
God's magnificent creation - beyond words to de
scribe! You feel an extreme consciousness of His over
whelming and gigantic power. The excavations way up 
on these mountains showing the ancient culture and 
ruins are fascinating. This altitude is almost over
whelming combined with the exertion of climbing. 
Later we learned that we had been at an elevation of 
13,000 feet. J' 

"We returned down the rocky roads to the home of 
the Baha'i Indians. There we found a gathering of 
people and an Indian who wanted to declare. It was a 
good meeting, a loving exchange, and loving spirit 
evidenced. " 

Bolivia: 

With 208 local assemblies at the time of this visit and 
a goal of 600 for the Nine Year Plan, Bolivia has made 
a sYstematic plan for this accomplishment. They have 
20 full time Bolivian instructors and 70 to 100 who can 
give shorter periods of time to teaching. The plan is for 
each teacher, accompanied by a pioneer, to visit 20 
communities each month to teach and to find others 
who can be trained for this work. Strong pioneers are 
needed, with Scouting backgrounds to help with this 
rugged work. 

A unique problem in Bolivia comes from the fact that 
in the Alto Plano area where there are many believers 
the Baha'i popUlation shifts because of the necessity of 
going to the valleys to sell the yearly harvest. Often 
this means the believers are away at RiQ.van. some
times for as much as six months. Many of the Indian 
believers are strong in the Faith and take the responsi
bility of leaving their votes to be ::::ure of the election of 
their local assembly. 

Chile: 
Highlight of the visit to Chile was the drive to the 

Temple site outside Santiago. It is on a mountain with a 
magnificent view down a long valley and up to the 
snow-capped Andes. At present the site can be reached 

A Wide Range of Activities 
in Bolivia 

"Club Deportativo Ban.a'i NumeTo 1" (Bahd'i Sports C[ub, 
No.1) in th.e Bolivian Indian community, Chacom4, Depart· 
ment ot La Paz. Photo shows th.e football team with the 01'
ganizers of this project. The team has won its fj.rst two games 
in competition with. a city jootoalt team. They invited their 
opposing city team to their community, showing BaM'i hos
pitality in a special barbecued lamb feast. 

OCTOBER 1969 

An airport farewen at Cochabamba, Bolivia, to M.,..s. M4urine 
Kraus and Mrs. Louise Wold trom the United States. In
cluded in the photo are pioneers trom the United States PeT'
ria, Argentina. and Costa Rica, as well as BoUvian Bahc:h.s. 

only with a difficult climb on foot, as the road to the top 
is not yet built. The acquisition of this site was certainly 
worth the long struggle and many problems encoun· 
tered in getting it, for it will be accessible to the newer 
part of the city and about a ten minute drive from the 
Pan american Highway. 

Similar brief visits were made in Argentina, Para
guay. Brazil and Venezuela bringing the travelers to 
Puerto Rico where, at the end of the trip they caUld 
meet witlJ. those who have accomplished such spectacu· 
lar teaching victories in the past few months. 

Everywhere the visitors were shown such loving 
Baha'i hospitality as to remind them that Baha'is are 
indeed one family. At this time, on the eve of the new 
assignment of goals by the Universal House of Justice 
this trip was most timely in establishing and cementing 
loving relations for the cooperative tasks in achieving 
the objectives of the Nine Year Plan. 
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Baha'i campesino community of Cocosili.a, Department of La Paz, Bolivia, located neaT La"e Titicaca. This 
photo was taken during an all-day teaching virit by two Regional Teaching Committee members, who weTe 
received by a band playing native music as they passed through decorated arches erected in honor of the 
visitors; then they werE!' carried on the shoulders of the friends to the meeting place. The women had 
pTepared a bi~ feast for the occasion. 
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Bolivian National Bana'i CcmjeTence, July 23-27, 1969, held in Cochabamba, Bolivia, planned by Continental Board 01 Counsellors. 
Th.e three Continental BoaTd members, the pioneers. aU native fUll-time instructOT8, some voluntary part-time native teacne-rs, 
and other friends aTE!' shown in the photo. 
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Baha'i campesino community of Amocala, Department 01 La Paz, Bolivia, gath.ered lOT a study COUT.!e 
(July 1969). 

Volunteer native Bolivian teachers of La Paz Depa'Ttment in a deepening class. (June 1969) 

News Brief 
Teaching work in French-speaking Switzerland has 

been augmented recently by traveling teachers. Hands 
of the Cause Dr. Ugo Giarchery and Jalill Khitzeh have 
inspired the friends in many cities. S. K. Ghadimi of 
Liege, Belgium, made a teaching circuit which was 
armounced on the radio and also had interviews on his 
recent trip to Canada. A two-week Baha'i exhibition 
was held in the goal city of Fribourg in an art gallery. 
An artist friend of the Baha'is prepared a beautiful and 
colorful painting for the exhibition. La Chaux-de-Fonds, 
center of the watch industry, has recently been opened 
through the efforts of the NeucMtel Local Assembly 
and the Bahit'is in both cities are actively collaborating 
on a teaching program. 

Brazil Baha'i Youth Hold Congress 
Nearly fifty Baha'i youth from eight states of Brazil 

spent a week in their Fifth Annual National Youth 
Congress at the Y.M.C.A. encampment near Sao Paulo 
July 16-23, with the cooperation of National Spiritual 
Assembly members Mr. Rolf von Czekus and Mr. and 
Mrs. Rangvald Taetz, who acted as their coordinators 
and instructors. Main themes for serious study were 
Seven VaHey ... , "Soul, Mind, and Spirit," and "Freedom 
from Prejudice." Questions and answers brought out 
varied and profound teachings. Several youth were 
confirmed in becoming Baha'is. 

A half-page of very favorable story with pictures 
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Proclamation Conference In Lipari, Italy 
Lipari, the capital of the Eolian Islands, had its 

proclamation conference on May 23. 1969. A large room 
in the city hall was offered by the Mayor who welcomed 
the speaker, Prof. A. Bausani, on behalf of the people of 
Lipari. Chairman of the conference was Miss Teresa 
Taffa, pioneer in Lipari for the last three years. 

Present at the conference were the civil, military and 
religious authorities of the island as well as teachers, 
principals of several schools, representatives of the 
clergy as well as doctors and lawyers, in all over sixty 
people. The subject was on "the atomic age and the 
crisis in today's society." A lively debate followed and 
many questions were asked, especially by the clergy 
and those who had never heard of the Faith before. The 
newspaper of the south as well as the local one ad· 
vertised the conference and commented· on it. The 
conference was considered a success, especially can· 
sidering the conservative attitudes prevailing in the all
Catholic island. 

The following day Miss Taffa and Prof. Bausani pre
sented the book on proclamation to the Bishop and to 
the Mayor of Lipari. 

appeared in a popular Sao Paulo newspaper after a 
reporter spent one day with the youth and sat in on the 
classes, and other excellent publicity appeared in 
newspapers both before and after the Congress. 

The Baha'is of Brazil are putting much hope and 
faith into the future activities of these dynamic young 
people. 
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ProdamaHon Conference at Lipari - May 23, 1969. Speaker 
Prof. A. Bausan; and pioneer Miss T. TafJa. 

Fifth Annual National Baha'i Youth Congress of Brazil, .ruly 16.23, 1969. 
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Baha'is of Mexico Hold Stimulating Convention 
At the Ninth National Bahati Convention of Mexico, 

held in the NationallJa?:iratu'l·Quds in Mexico City, the 
National Spiritual Assembly. shown in the picture, was 
elected. Left to right, front: Miss Susan Millet; Mrs. 
Esther Krieger; Mrs. Soledad Bilbatua, corresponding 
secretary; Mrs. Eloise Cervantes, recording secretary; 
Jorge Coronado; rear: Rafael Goviros, coordinator; 
Harold Murray. treasurer; Mrs. Valerie Nichols; Mrs. 
Marylin Biermay. Kneeling in front are Auxiliary 
Board members Dr. Juvenal Gutierrez, left, and Celes
tino Sima of the Mayan peoples of Yucatan. 

One of the notable aspects of the convention was the 
spirit of action that prevailed among the participants. 
A fund for five native pioneers was established. After 
consultation on the additional goal of the Nine Year 
Plan approved by the Universal House of Jwtice. the 
purchase or construction of three local I:la~iratu'l
Quds, some funds were subscribed and offers received 
for land donations. 

National Spiritual Assemblies 

and 

Conventions 

MembeTS oj the Nattonal Spi1'itual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Indonesia fOT 1969-1970. Left to righ.t, seated: M. Suprapto, Mrs. 
G. Punjabi, tTeaSUTer; Maj. Su-yuU, vice ehai1'man; standing: 
E. Supa'at, In". Salluti, secTetaTII; K. A. Samami, Dr. M, 
Samandari, rhnirman; L. Pu.njabi. Not .~hown. Mr. P. Dona. 

The Convention 0/ the Baha'is of Indonesia was held in Jatiroto, East Java, at Dr. M. Samandari's house. 

OCTOIEI 1969 
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Nationat Spi-ritual Assembly of the BaM'is of Sweden J969-
1910, Left to ri"ht, front: E. JazdYe'ri, Ham OdemllT. Mrs. 
MehTi A/satti,' rear: Kai Winberg, Sven Marels, Torleif Ingelog, 
Ake Johan:t.wn., Ruhi GolmQhammad:i. 

Member.s of National Spiritu.al Auem~Iy of Tanzania elected 
for 1969-1910: left to right. seated: Dr. M. FaThoumand, chair
man; B, Sikazawe; M.D. Kalulu; Dr. J. Samandari, vice chair
man; standing: R. Yazdani. treasurer; H. Akida, secretary; B. 
M. Barnabas, reCOTciinQ ~cTetaTtI; C. Wanyam",' J. Kakungulu. 
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Members of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Belgium 1969-1970. Lett to right, .standing: And-re Jacobs~ Roger 
Sw;nnen, tTeasurer; Aminu'Udh SamU, vice chairman; MehTan 
Faez, Shoghi Ghadimi: seated: Jean-Pierre Laperche3'. ch.ai.,
man; Miss Catherina Driesen, Mrs. Madeleine Bo.stogne, secre'
ta"lI; Gaston MaUheu •. 

At the Convention in Tanzania: .'lome of those who volunteered 
to pioneer. Kokmart:o Dule, member of the Boa.,d of Coun.sel
lOTS, is .'lhown on extreme left. 

Delegates to tfle National Convention of tfle Bahd'is of Tanzania held April 25-27, 1969. 
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Restoring the Original Beauty of the 
House of Worship 
"'Make a beginning and aH wiH cOme right" 

'Abdu'l-Baha 

Baha'is visiting the Most Holy House of Worship in 
Wilmette, as well as those responsible for its physical 
maintenance, have regretted the inability to restore its 
original white quartz brilliance. dulled first by the dust 
storms of the nineteen-thirties and deteriorating further 
in the intervening decades. 

One of the projects initiated this summer with youth 
from a summer project playing an important part, and 
to be carried out as long as weather permits during the 
rest of this year and the next, is the cleaning of the 
exterior of the House of Worship, It has been made 
possible by a process more economical than any known 
before. Its use has been approved by the firm that 
originaI1y cast the exterior and by the cement associa· 
tion after being tested in its research facilities. The 
accompanying three pictures show dramatically the 
difference made by the new process. The cleaned areas 
will be maintained, moreover, with an acrylic sealer" 
which lengthens the period of time before another 
cleaning will be needed. 

This cleaning, combined with modern flood lighting 
being installed this fall. will bring a new nighttime 
beauty as well as increase the Temple's prominence as 
a beacon for travelers whether by land, by water or 
by air. 

From time to time additional pictorial reports will 
appear showing progress and bringing a better realiza· 
tion of some of the ways that the sacrificial contribu· 
tions of the Baha'is to the National Fund are being 
utilized. 

OCTOIER 1969 

T 
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Hands of the Cause, Membe"'$ of Ihe Boa ... d of COUm-eUOTS for North. America. membe1".s of the Au.ri1iarll 
Board /OT PTotection and Propagation in NOf'th America, and the member.s of the National Spiritual As
.~emblll of the United States. July 13. 1969. 

North American Boards 

and 

United States 

National Spiritual Assembly 

Auxiliary Board Member 
Addresses Church Congregation 

Baha'is of Rhinelander. Wisconsin, had the rich boun
ty of being able to present Dr. Peter Khan, Auxiliary 
Board member. during a special Sunday service at St. 
Joseph's Roman Catholic Church in Rhinelander. Dr. 
Khan spoke on "Can Religion and Science Agree?" The 
service, held between regularly scheduled masses. 
closed with the priest reading the Baha'i prayer for All 
Mankind. It was in this same church a year ago that 
the spirit of Baha'u'J1ah flowed with the reading of the 
same prayer. 

The preceding evening Dr. Khan addressed many 
youth at the community's coffee house, called Baliha'i. 
in the church cafeteria. 

Preparations for the programs included two televi
sion interviews with Dr. Khan. distribution and mailing 
of about 800 announcements, placement of 80 posters. 
radio announcements, a full page ad and other newspa
per articles. 

For more than two years friendly relationships based 
on respect and love have been building between the 
Baha'is and the clergy and nuns of Rhinelander. 

Members Of the National Spiritual Assembltl ot the United 
States 1969-1910. Left to right. Mr. Glenf01'd Mitchen, Dr. 
Firuz Kazemzadeh, MisS' Ch.a.rlotte Linfoot. Mr. Franklin 
Kahn, Dr. Doroth,.. Nelson. Mf'. Jack McCants, Dr. Sa1"'ah 
Pef'eira, Dr. Dwight Allen, Dr. Daniel Jordan. 

Center is Opened in Salt Lake County, Utah 
Three of the Salt Lake County, Utah, Baha'is have 

rented a white frame house, hung out the sign "Bahi'i 
Center" and converted the living room and kitchen into 
a coffeehouse. Refreshments and programs with read
ings, music, and speakers are offered. 

Balu:1'f in the News 
The Hartford COUTant for August 14, 1969 in giving the 

account of the parade in New York to welcome the 
astronauts mentioned the placard along the route stat
ing "This earth is but one country and mankind its 
citizens" and said that the quotation was from the 
Baha'i writings. 
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Spring/ierd, Missouri. Lejt to right, rear: Khosrow Hagpejew, 
Manuchih-r Kazemza.deh, Samuel Hazen, chairman; MYTon 
Fridy, vice chairman; -Ojen Zaeri; front: Miss Taranih Mavad
dat, Sohrab Gandumi. treasuTeT; Mrs. ChaTlotte Van Hoose, 
secTetaf"1J; Miss Gloria FTid'Y_ 

Bakersfield J. D., Ca.lifornia 

State CoHe-ge, Penn.!ylvania. Left to right, standing: MTS. 
BlI?4trice Roma'lliec, recordi.ng secretary; Frank TaUey, cnair
num; Anthony Rittenhouse. Be-auN Whitehead: seated: Steph
en Yamamoto, vice chairman; MTS. Bonnie ""IlUey, Dr. Mary 
Kate Yntema, COM'e"spo-nding secretary; WiHbm Shoemaker, 
William Rose, treasurer. 

OCTOBER 19.9 

Burlington, Vermont. Left to right, seated: PhyUis WO"et1.. 
recording secretaTY; EdWard Jones, chainnan; Elaine wn
Hams, secretary; standing: John Williams, treasureT; Earl 
Warren, vice ch.airman; Gavle Hoover, Clyde Rogers, Patricia 
Jonf!!'I. Ron MacInnes. 

LOCAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLIES: 

SEVEN NEW and 

ONE INCORPORATED 

Elgin, Illinois. Left to Ti.ght, front.: Francis Monroe, Amber 
Spahn, Carol McMichael, Bob Eilers; rear: Louis Rohling Jr., 
Margaret Rohling, Eugene GranToth, Leslie Sites, Arthur 
Jacobsen. 

r 



BAH.H NEWS 

Local Spiritual Assembly at SabadeU, Spain, lelt to right, first 
Toto: Ba.ri!io Pe.rez., MaTco:!: AlarcOn, Frederico Perez, Antonio 
Sanchez; second TOW: David Fontanet, FiUpe Bou, Luis LQ~ 
rente, Senor/l. EncarnaciOn Asen.:rio and Rufino OTufia. 

Local Sp;ritual .A8sembly of the Baha'is of BiHi.ngs, Montana. 
at the time of inoo'l"poration, June 23, 1969, left to righ.t, seated: 
Jack SaunderS', Ivan Cottrill, Edwin KOIlI, Joe Hartpence; 
standing: Barbara Jackson, Mary Cottrill, Glennis ETickson. 
Marian Bo~gis, Ruth Saunders. 

Manitou. Colorado. Introduced to the Faith 
Baha'i posters invitations to fifty town leaders. press 

advertisements and the presentation of The Proclama
tion of BaM'u'llah to the town mayor promoted the 
recent three day Proclamation in Manitou, Colorado, 
which has been selected a goal city by the Suburban 
Colorado Springs Baha'is. 

The press article covering the book presentation 
explained the purpose of Baha 'u 'IHih in writing the 
kings and 01 the calamities which would belaU the 
monarchs if tbey did not regard the human rights of 
their subjects. The article then went on to state, ,jAil 
that was predicted has come to pass; the kings and 
most of the empires have faded away." 

The proclamation featured a varied program of mu
sic one evening, an open house one afternoon, and 
speakers on the topics of "Human Rights" and BReve
lation, Not Revolution." Thirty-six guests attended the 
activities. 

First Spiritual Assembly 01 the BaM'iI' 01 StaffOTd. Eng14nd. 
also the first Assembly in the count1l ot Staffordshire for the 
Nine Year Plan. Left to ri{Jht, rear: Douglas: Hodg.llon, Mrs. 
Amineh Golmuhamad. Mn. Betty Goode, vice chairman, Ken
neth Goode, chairman; front: Miss Parirukh Samandi, sec
reta:ry; Mrs. S1J~via Hodgson, Mrs. Jean Pitcher, Mr$. Elsie 
Birt, treasurer; Miss Gloria Missaghi. 

Presentations 

The Proclamation of Bah.i'u'llah ;s presented to the Honorable 
William F. Czuleger, center Mayor Of Redonda Beach, CaU
Jornia by Mrs. Ruby Nelson and Stanley Shelton, chainnan al 
the local Spiritual AS8em.bly. The occasion was the m.eeUng 01 
the CUy Council May 26, 1969, and in response to the uift the 
Baha'Ui: were given the opportunity to give a short expla.nation 
oj the Fai.th to the audience. The mayor is- frlrndly to the Faith 
and has attended several BaM" events. 

Ralph Sumner, Mayor ot Manitou. Springs, Colorado, receives 
a copy oj The Proclamation 01 Baha'u'lliih from Mrs. Wanden 
Kane. assisted 011 Miss Debra Jemen and James Milne. 

r 
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ThiTd Annua.l Kamas Summer Institute held July 4·6 in Salina, Kansas. Spons01'ed btl the Kansas State 
Goals Committee tt1e Institute W(l3 attended by 86 adults and 20 childTen, 

"Portrait of a Baha'i" Theme of Inspiring 
Kansas Institute 

The third annual Kansas Institute, held in July 1969, 
was acclaimed by those who took part as the most 
successful yet, bringing to the friends an opportunity to 
learn how to practice the Baha'i teachings in the 
everyday situations which face the average believer. 

Mrs. Natalie DiBuono lead discussion on "Relation
ships with the publicfP

; Albert J. Porter on HRelation. 
ships with the community" and Eileen Norman on 
jjRelationships with the family". Following the sessions 
there were open forum periods for answering personal 
questions. There were childrens' classes with activities 
including stories of the Faith? Baha'i prayer and arts 
and crafts. 

Among the truths stressed were: the importance of 
living the Baha'i life in daily activities; the neceSSity of 
obedience, and the ali important truth that the public 
judges the Faith by the actions of the members. 

The Baha'i spirit of joy and good feilowship was 
enhanced by an evening of singing and one with a slide 
program and short dramatic skits. 

Californians Protlaim the Faith by Radio 
Baha'is of Monterey, California, have been working 

together on a radio proclamation campaign appealing 
to the large Spanish population of California by airing 
three fifteen minute programs? which are broad
cast weekly over WCTY, an all-Spanish radio station. 
The Baha'is have also just completed the broadcast of 
j'World in HarmonyU which was aired over KDON, the 
station with the highest listening rating in the tri-county 

area. This series of 26 programs began in December. 
1968, and is being followed up with four "In Praise of 
God" and four UNobility of Mann broadcasts. 

Also shorts of less than one minute were broadcast 
from "Baha'i Meditations" by KDON and KSBW in 
Salinas as a public service. 

The cooperative radio plan began with the Monterey 
County Proclamation Week last summer which includ~ 
ed the half-hour program "The Promised Day Is 
Come" over KERR in Salinas and KRML in Carmel, 
followed by HIn Praise of God" and HNobility of Man" 
at both stations. The intercommunity county radio 
committee is composed of representatives from the 
Carmel, Monterey, Monterey~Carmel Judicial District, 
Salinas and Seaside local Spiritual Assemblies and the 
Salinas Judicial District group. 

Bahcl'f Publishing Trust 
Becoming Your True Self. By Daniel Jordan. In this 

pamphlet, the author describes the nature of human 
potential and how the individual can become trans
formed into his true self and realize his fuller capacity 
through knowing and loving God. It brings out the 
teaching of Baha'u'Uah that the highest expression of 
the self is servitude, the developing of all of one's 
qualities into service to humanity through spiritual 
powers available to man. (Reprinted from World OrdeT 
magazine. Produced in an attractive two-color, slimline 
format, 3% x 8¥.., 24-page self cover. 
10 copies $1.00 

BaM'i Publishing Trust 
110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, lUinois 60091 

(Order through your local literature representative) 

BAHA'i NEWS 1s published for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States. as a news 
organ reporting current activities of the 'Baha'i world C'ommunity. 

BA.H.A'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial committee: Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee, Managing Editor; Mrs. Eunice 
Braun. International Editor; Miss Charlotte Linfoot, National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee, 

Material must be received by the twenty-fifth of the second month preceding date of issue. Address: Bah.A'i News Editorial 
Office. 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, Dl1nois 60091, U.S.A. 
Chan~e of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Center, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. nlinois, U.S.A. 60091. 
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Board of Counsellors Cite Latin American Goals 
The Continental Board of Counsellors held special con

ferences during the month of August, 1969, during the 
visit of Hand of the Cause of God, Dr. R. Muhajir, in 
Quito, Ecuador: Lima, Peru; and Cochabamba, Bo
livia, relative to the teaching requirements. 

In South America, the mass conveTsion countries of 
Bolivia, COlombia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela have 
an indigenous population of more than nine million. The 
Continental Board of Counsellors has recommended to 
their respective national spiritual assemblies that from 
now on they work as a unit in mass teaching, with an 
interchange of teachers and sharing of theiT exper
iences. Each National Spiritual Assembly is launching 
a one year plan beginning August, 1969 with the pray
erful hope of being able to attend the Continental Con-

ference to be held during the month of August, 1970 
in Bolivia to celebrate the victories. There plans are 
being based on the conclusions of the conferences held 
in Quito, Ecuador August 9-11; in Lima, Peru, August 
16-17 and in Cochabamba, Bolivia, August 23-24. 

Special emphasis will also be placed on proclamation 
through National Proclamation Committees using such 
media as correspondence courses, public meetings, ex
hibitions, radio, press and television, placing books in 
libraries, giving gift books to meritorious students and 
presenting books to authorities. 

Child education will be stimulated using all available 
materials, as well as developing a series of lessons for 
kindergarten, primary and secondary levels as well as 
training teachers for children's classes. 

Goals and Requirements of Mass Teaching 

Basic Requirements 

BOLIVIA 

Reinforce the number of pioneers in general. 

Two married couples to establish residence in Beni 
and Pando. 

Raise up 200 traveling teachers to teach in free time. 

Obtain two institutes: in Sacaca and Oruro. 

Construct thirteen local centers, 

COLOMBIA 

Establish a pioneer and raise up traveling teachers in 
the Chaco_ 

Establish pioneers in Vichada and in Sierra Nevada. 

Raise up a Guajira pioneer for San Andres. 

Establish an institute in the Choco region. 

ECUADOR 

Settle pioneers in Ibarra, the region of Cotopaxi, 
Bolivar, Tungurana and Chimborazo. 

Acquire an institute in Otavalo. 

Raise up pioneers and traveling teachers among the 
natives for other areas. 

Goals for August 1969-1970 

Enroll 3990 Baha'is and open 163 new localities. 

Establish 400 local spiritual assemblies. 

Initiate contributions to the National Fund in rural 
areas. 

Deepen and train (in institutes and courses) 890 
Baha'is, 

Teach the Faith to seventy-five rural teachers. 

Start mass teaching in Santa Cruz, 

Double number of Baha'is in country. 

Start mass teaching in the Chaco and enroll Negroes 
and Cunas. 

Continue opening new provinces in accordance with 
the goal assigned to Colombia. 

Raise the number of Baha'is to more than 10,000 in 
the country. 

Enroll Negroes of Chota. 

Start mass teaching in the area where pioneers settle. 

Augment local spiritual assemblies and establish one 
among the Jibaros. 

Cooperate with mass teaching in Cajamarca, Peru. 

T 
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Basic Requirements 

PERU 

Raise up traveling teachers. 

Acquire an Institute in CUZCQ, 

Send traveling teachers to Cajamarca and Puna to 
participate in the mass teaching project together with 
the friends from Ecuador and Bolivia who will come 
to cooperate there. 

VENEZUELA 

Settle a pioneer in Puerto Ayacucho. 

Acquire two Institutes, one in the Guajiro zone and 
the other in the Carina zone. 

Make visits with mobile equipment to the Motilones 
and Ya rums. 

RefJional Conference Results in Master Tea(hing Plan 

The first Regional Conference under the auspices of 
the Continental Board of Counsellors for Central Amer
ica was held in San Salvador, El Salvador, June 20-22, 
1969. Attending were Hand of the Cause Dr. R. Muhajir; 
members of the Continental Board of Counsellors for 
Central America, Artemus Lamb. Carmen de Burafato, 
and Alfred Osborn; Auxiliary Board members; repre
sentatives from the National Spiritual Assemblies of 
Central America: Mexico, Panama. and Belize; and 
members of national committees_ The public meeting 
Friday night in the National Theater, well advertised 
by radio, television, newspaper. posters, and personal 
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Goals for August 1969·1970 

Double the number of Baha'is. 

Start mass teaching in the Departamentos of Caj a
marca, Ancash, Huancayo and Puno. 

Continue opening new Departamentos to the Faith. 

Double the number of Baha'is among the Guajiros, 
as well as among the Guajibos and Piaroas in the 
Amazons, among the Carina, and among the Hindus 
and Negroes in Trinidad and Tobago. 

Open a village of the Negro population in Barlovento 
to the Faith. 

invitations, drew an audience of almost capacity in 
spite of a torrential rain_ Consultation sessions Satur
day and Sunday resulted in a master teaching plan 
which considers the whole region as one country, with 
ways and means for helping each other to fulfill the 
remaining goals of the Nine Year Plan, including a 
Proclamation team which will travel throughout the 
region. The most moving event at the conference took 
place when the professional photographer, who was 
familiar with the Faith and had studied some, said as 
the official count was being taken of the Baha'is present 
that he also should be counted as he wished to be a 
Baha'i. 

At the final l'eception, June 22, 1969, at the first regional conference for Mexico, Panama and Belize. held 
in San Sa.lvador, Et Salvador. 
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by Eleanor Hutchins 

TIu. earth i. the Lord's and the fullne •• thereof; 
the ""orld, and they that dwell therein. (Psalms, 24) 

Those words have been familiar to most of us since 
childhood, yet we live as if we did not believe them. If 
we did, all of Our thoughts, words and actions would 
circle about God's will for us. Prayer is indispensible to 
the God-directed life. 

The rock becomes perfect with age and pressure. The 
flower becomes perfect with good soil, sunshine and 
moisture. The animal becomes perfect with protection 
from its enemies. and with food and water. But the 
perfecting of man does not come about as simply. The 
human being can never attain his full development 
except through the power of prayer. 

It is true that a man may look perfect without prayer. 
He may have good features, a splendid physique, and a 
prosperous bearing as a result of good nutrition and 
material advantages. He may have trained his mind so 
wen that he is able to earn a good livelihood, but, 
without spiritual development he is only a partial man. 
He is one of those whom Jesus called "dead." For man 
is not just a body and a mind. He is a complex 
organism with a body, mind and spirit, all of which 
must be developed if he is to grow to perfection. 

The difference between a person without prayer and 
a person with prayer is like the difference between a 
dry gladiolus bulb on the florist's Shelf, and the bulb 
that has been allowed to bloom. It is the difference 
between a lamp which is unlighted and one which sheds 
its radiance upon all. It is the difference between a 
mirror covered with dust and one that is polished 
brightly, reflecting all that shines into it. The person 
without prayer is only potentially a spiritual being. The 
person who prays regularly and fervently is a growing 
spiritual being. 

As creatures of God, we must orient ourselves to 
God's purpose if we would fulfill ourse)ves. 

The Collective Purpose of Man 

Baha~u'llah teaches that man has a two-fold purpose. 
Collectively, man has been OIcreated to carry forward 
an ever-advancing civilization. "1 We tend to think in 
small terms and in short spans of time: last week at the 
office, last month in Chicago, last year in Colorado. Let 
us push our minds beyond the present, beyond our own 
environment and time. Mankind as a whole has a 
fascinating history of growth, of ever-advancing civili
zation. Much of man's history preceded written rec
ords, but from the recorded histories we are coming to 
have greater respect for the influence of the great 
Prophets - Abraham, Moses, Krishna, Buddha, Zo
Toaster, Christ and Mul).ammad. 

These religious Leaders of the world have prepared 
the way for civilization by the laws which They re
vealed. The religions that They founded have united 
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men geographically so that within each region there 
developed an independent civilization where before 
there WaS chaos. Men placed themselves under the 
leadership of their Prophets, and through prayer ac
knowledged their dependence upon God. By prayer 
men changed from selfish individuals to cooperating 
members of a community. 

Each religion has a history; each shows progress 
made by the coming of successive teachers from God. 
The Christian Faith teaches of the inspiration of the 
minor prophets and the towering figures of Abraham, 
Moses and Christ. The Muslims add Muhammad to 
those revered by Christians. In Asia the Hindu Faith 
records the teachings of several lawgivers. Buddhism 
adds Buddha to the Hindu revealors. New conditions 
call for new guidance from God. For each long stride 
forward, mankind has been provided with new leader
ship to enable it to follow the majestic plan of God. 

Bah,,'u'II"h Came to Unile Mankind 

Bahit'u'l1ith came in the last century to unite man
kind by fulfilling the prophecy in each religion. He 
taught that we have come to the time in history when 
God desires the unification of the entire human race 
and the creation of a world civilization. 

For several centuries philosophers have dreamed of a 
day when the rulers of the world will lay down their 
armaments and will cooperate in a parliament of the 
world. The difference between a philosopher and a 
prophet is this: a philosopher ~ays that it is reasonable 
and desirable that mankind should be united; the 
prophet says that it is the Will of God that mankind 
shall be united and dwell as members of one family 
upon the face of the earth. 

The prophet of old said, 'IThus saith the Lord." Jesus 
said, "My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me."2 
"He that sent me is true; and I speak to the world 
those things which I heard of him. t'3 Mul].ammad 
declared of Himself: "Your compatriot erreth not, nor 
is he led astray, neither speaketh he from mere im
pulse. The Koran is no other than a revelation revealed 
to him; One terrible in power taught it him. """ 

For centuries Christians have prayed. "Thy Kingdom 
come, Thy Will be done on earth as it is in heaven." 
When we pray that God's Kingdom will come. we are 
praying that God will rule as sovereign over the world. 
We are pledging that we will be His obedient servants, 
are we not? Obedience to God means obedience to His 
Voice, to His Revelation when it comes. Because Ba
ha'utllah makes a mighty claim, declaring that He 
speaks not as a man, but that He speaks from God, we 
have a grave responsibility. To disbelieve the Word of 
God is to place one's own soul in jeopardy and to delay 
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that promised day when the Kingdom of God will be 
established upon the earth. 

If God has spoken again through Baha'u'llah, every 
one must search His Writings, must measure His Words 
by the standard of Truth set in the soul of each. We 
must pray sincerely and fervently that we may be 
guided to accept this truth if it is the Will of God. We 
can pray for confirmation. Prayer has the power to 
guide us. God will not let Us make a mistake if we pray 
earnestly. 

A Remarka ble Demonstration 

History describes a remarkable demonstration of this 
power of prayer. In 1844 a group of disciples of the 
Persian religious leaders, Sb-ayl!.b Al}mad and Siyyid 
Ka+im, began a breathtaking search. They had been 
taught that the time was approaching when prophecy 
would be fulfilled, when religion would be reborn, when 
God would speak again. They had been given signs to 
guide them in their search. They had been told that the 
Promised One was of medium height, of the descen
dants of Muhammad, of known piety, of chaste and 
pure habits, . and that He was endowed with innate 
knowledge. They set out, separately and on foot, to 
search for that one throughout the land of Persia. One 
by one, eighteen of them found and recognized the Bab, 
the title meaning "the Gate" to spiritual regeneration 
which was taken by Mirza 'Ali Mul).ammad. That in
spired Soul was able to transform the hearts of His 
countrymen, but He was SOon opposed by the clergy of 
Persia and put to death. However, He prepared His 
followers for One even greater than He, Who would 
transform the world. He prepared the way for Baha
'u'lhih. 

We may not all have the purity of heart or the 
integrity of purpose of those original eighteen who were 
led to the Bab. But if we pray and search, if we 
investigate the teachings of Baha'u'llah and then pray 
some more, we too will be guided. 

If Baha'u'llcih gives the law for this Day. no one can 
be obedient to God who does not obey that law. Man
kind as a whole progresses through obedience to God's 
law. The Kingdom of God will be a reality when God 
has been made King in human hearts. 

The Purpose of the Individual 

The collective purpose of man, according to Baha'u'
llah, is to "carry forward an ever-advancing civiliza
tion." But the purpose of the individual is to know and 
worship God. Prayer is one of the greatest means for 
attaining that purpose. 'Abdu'l-Baha taught that 
"Prayer is conversation with God" and went on to 
explain that we need to make an effort to attain that 
spiritual communion in which conversation with God 
becomes possible. 

Baha'u'IL3.h taught, "Deliver your souls, 0 people, 
from the bondage of self and purify them from attach
ment to anything beside Me. Remembrance of Me 
cleanseth all things from defilement, could yc but 
perceive it."·-' 

"Turn your faces away from the contemplation of 
your own finite selves and fix your eyes upon the Ever
lasting Radiance; then will your soul receive in full 
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meaSUre the Divine power of the Spirit and the bless
ings of the Infinite Bounty, tt advised 'Abdu'I-Baha.6 

Prayer, in this sense, is forgetfu1ness of ourselves and 
our needs in the wonder of all that is God. 

But how can we know God? Is not God far away? 
Infinite? Unknowable? Of course, God, Who fashioned 
the universe with its galaxies, in which the whole earth 
is but a speck of dust, and yet Who created all the 
intricate living organisms upon the face of the earth, 
Who created the thinking and feeling being we call 
man - God cannot be comprehended. He cannot be 
encompassed by the human mind. 

One of the prayers of Baha'u'llah, in referring to God 
declares: " ... Whomsoever Thou willest Thou causest 
to draw nigh unto the Most Great Ocean, and on 
whomsoever Thou desirest, Thou conferest the honor of 
recognizing Thy Most Ancient Name. Of all who are in 
heaven and on earth, none can withstand the operation 
of Thy sovereign Will." That portion of the prayer 
acknowledges that God is beyond human comprehen
sion, but Baha'u'llah goes on to pray for that measure 
of knowledge which man can have of God." 

.. Illumine, 0 Lord, the faces of Thy servants, 
that they may behold Thee; and cleanse their hearts 
that they may turn unto the court of Thy heavenly 
favors ,and recognize Him Who is the Manifestation of 
Thy Self and the Day-Spring of Thine Essence." 5 

How may we know God. By becoming illumined. By 
cleansing our hearts and turning to God's Mediator. By 
recognizing His heavenly Messengers. This is a subject 
that needs careful study, meditation and prayer. God 
manifests Himself in certain Men Who reHect His 
attributes as mirrors reHect the sun. Jesus declared, 
"He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father." Baha'u'
llah taught, in speaking of all the Manifestations: 
"These sanctified Mirrors . . . are, one and all, the 
Exponents on earth of Him Who is the central Orb of 
the universe, its Essence and ultimate Purpose ... "6 

The Nearness of God 

Baha'u'llah further taught that although God is be
yond the comprehension of any man, yet He is near to 
everyone of Us. 

"0 Son of Man~ Love Me that I may love thee. If thou 
lovest Me not, My love can in no wise reach thee. 
Know this, 0 servant. "1 It is as if the light of the love 
of God were within us all of the time, but unless we turn 
the switch, we can never be illumined by His love. We 
are surrounded by God's love, but unless we are aware 
of it, we are not made happy by it. 

Another prayer of Baha'u'lhlh teaches the readiness 
of God to hear our prayers: 

" . . . Thou art in truth, He whose mercy hath 
encompassed all the worlds, and whose grace hath 
embraced all that dwell on earth and in heaven. Who is 
there tbat hath cried after Thee, and whose prayer hath 
remained unanswered'! Where is he to be found who 
hath reached forth towards Thee, and whom Thou hast 
failed to approach? Who is he who can claim to have 
fixed his gaze upon Thee, and toward whom the eye of 
Thy lOving-kindness hath not been directed? I bear 
witness that Thou hadst turned toward Thy servants 
ere they had turned toward Thee, and hadst remem
bered them ere they had remembered Thee. AU grace 
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is Thine, 0 Thou in Whose hand is the Kingdom of 
Divine gifts and the SOUTCe of every irrevocable de~ 
cree. "8 

The Power of Revealed Prayers 

Because the Messenger of God speaks not of Himself, 
but for God, He teaches us the kind of prayers that are 
acceptable to God. It was never intended that we 
should not pray out of our own needs or our own full 
hearts, but the volumes of revealed prayers give us an 
education as to the nature of God. They give us courage 
to pray for things for which we might hesitate to pray 
were it not for the assurance, "Thy might, verily, is 
equal to all things.' '9 

One of Bahit'u'Uah's prayers begins by expressing this 
idea of God's infinite mercy and His absolute power: 

"Thou art He, 0 my God, through Whose names the 
sick are healed, and the ailing are restored, and the 
thirsty are given drink, and the sore-vexed are tran
quillized, and the wayward are guided, and the abased 
are exalted, and the poor are enriched, and the ignor
ant are enlightened, and the g100my are illumined, 
., and the sorrowful are cheered, and the chilled are 
warmed, and the downtrodden are raised up ... "10 

The Healing Power 

Most people, in thinking of the power of prayer, want 
to know whether prayer will heal the sick and answer 
the needs of their lives. In prayer we are given the 
bounty of being able to ask for whatever our heart 
desires, whether it is for healing for ourselves or 
another, for the material nec~ssities of life, or for the 
spiritual awakening of ourselves or our loved ones. The 
power of God is ready to be channeled through our 
prayers. 

Healing is both physical and spiritual. If our illness 
has a physical cause, the healing is accomplished by 
God through the medicine or surgery Our physician 
recommends, through diet Or change of climate, and 
through prayer. If, however, our illness has a spiritual 
cause, only our prayers and the prayers of our friends 
can effect a cure. And in one of the short healing 
prayers of Baha'u'llah, healing is shown as coming 
only when we tum Our faces away from the contempla
tion of our own finite selves and fix our eyes upon the 
Everlasting Radiance: 

"Thy Name is my healing, 0 my God, and remem
brance of Thee is my remedy. Nearness to Thee is my 
hope, and love for Thee is my companion. Thy mercy 
to me is my healing and my succor in both this world 
and the world to come. ThOll, verily, art the AIl
Bountiful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise."11 

This prayer teaches that the love which sustains us in 
this life also sustains us after death, and that healing 
may be either in this world or the next. Nearness to 
God is more important than anything else. 

Those who doubt the power of God to heal may say, 
"God created the universe according to certain natural 
Jaws. He would not break His own laws to answer OUf 

prayers." They speak only a partial truth. We know 
only a few of the laws by which God governs the 
universe. And we know that certain of those laws give 
way to the operation of higher laws. We know that the 
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law of gravity is one of the fundamental natural laws. 
But we have learned to use other laws which overcome 
the force of g~avity and allow us to fly large planes. 
How can we, wlth our small knowledge, set a limit upon 
what God can do with His infinite resources, wisdom 
and power? 

Prayers Are Answered 

We can pray with absolute faith and aSSurance. 
'Abdu'l-Baha declares, "rusured1y, God answers every 
sincere prayer." Jesus explained that God's answers to 
our prayers are based upon His love and compassion. 
~metimes the answer which God gives to our prayers 
IS not what we expect. Sometimes the answer is "no". 
This is not because God does not love us, but because 
we are not always wise in what we ask. 

To grow through prayer, we must pray regularly and 
often. Ideally our thoughts, our words, and work will be 
prayer-directed, Until that time when we live, move, 
and have our being in God, we must at least observe 
daily prayer. Baha'u'llah taught: 

"Chant (or recite) the Words of God every morning 
and evening. The one who neglects this has not been 
faithful to the Covenant of God and His Agreement, and 
he who tUrns away from it today is of those who have 
turned away from God."l~ 

But the manner of our prayer and reading is all 
important, for Baha'u'llah goes on to say, 

HTo chant one verse with joy and gladness is better 
for you than reading all the Reve1ations of the Omnipo
tent God with care1essness. to 12 

Here is an opportunity for us to do some independent 
investigation. Here we may conduct an experiment by 
reading some of the Baha'i prayers over and over until 
we are familiar with their meaning, then pray them. 
Let us See if we can thus share the experience of the 
many others who have felt their souls reach beyond 
themselves, Let us wait humbly for the power of God to 
touch Our spirits. 

The prayer of The Bab is, HIs there any Remover of 
difficulties save God? Say, Praise be to God. He is God. 
All are His servants, and all abide by His bidding. "13 

Does this not mean that others may be the instrument 
by which God answers our prayers? Does it not also 
follow that we may if we truly pray, be the means by 
which God will answer the prayers of others? If prayer 
is "Communion with God" as 'Abdu'l-Baha taught, we 
must listen as well as speak. We should not give orders 
to God when we pray. 

We can be pa rt of the power through which God heals 
the sick, restores the ailing, gives drink to the thirsty, 
tranquilizes the sore-vexed, guides the wayward, exalts 
the abased, enriches the poor, enlightens the ignorant, 
illumines the gloomy. cheers the sorrowful, warms the 
chilled, and raises up the downtrodden. 

Shakespeare made a profound observation when he 
said in The Merchant of Venice, "We do pray for 
mercy, and that same prayer doth teach us all to 
ren.,der the deeds of mercy," By prayer we become 
sensitive to opportunities to fulfill our own prayers and 
the prayers of others. 

The most satisfying prayer is the one in which we 
surrender ourselves completely to God. This surrender· 



Audiencia Zamora, at right, first Mataco Indian believer, /rom 
Argentina, to visit Bolivia. He is shown with pioneEn' 
Manucher Shoai at a national teaching conference in July held 
by the Continental Board oj Counsellors. 
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Faithful Indian teacher of Bolivia., Francisco Manuela.ni, who 
has been teaching the Baoo'i Faith for seve-ral years. Though 
eldeTly, and often persecuted, she voluntarily walks through
out the D€partam€nto of Chuqui..saca. giving the Message. 

Bahti:is attending study course in Tamata Palen, Norte Potosi, Bolivia, August 11-12, 1969. 

The Power of Prayer ((On.) 

ing to God means our fulfillment. It is like the plant 
surrendering to sunshine and rain, like the child sur
rendering to education, like the patient surrendering to 
the physiCian, like the part surrendering to the whole. 
It is our spiritual perfecting. It is the path to happiness. 
We develop to our full capacity only as we work in 
obedience to God's desire for us; for "The earth is the 
Lord's, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they 
that dwell therein." 
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Five South American Countries 

Participate In Proclamation Conference 

The Regional South American Proclamation Con~ 

ference at Porto Alegre, Brazil, September 5-7, 1969, 
called by the Continental Board of Counsellors at the 
request of Hand of the Cause Dr. R. Muhajir, was 
attended by Baha'is from Chile, Argentina, Uruguay, 
Paraguay, and Brazil. Besides Dr. Muhajir, those at
tending were Hooper Dunbar, member of the Conti
nental Board of Counsellors for South America; Miss 
Eve Nicklin, Osmar Mendes, David Baral and Ed
mund Miessler, members of the Auxiliary Boards; 
sevente€n National Assembly members from the five 
countries; and many members of local assemblies and 
friends from Porto Alegre and other cities. The theme, 
"Proclamation of the Faith," brought out wonderful 
consultation on every related subject: publicity; 
presentation of Baha'i books not only to public figures 

but also to libraries, museums, etc.; the uSe of corres. 
pendence courses; youth participation; completion of 
the- remaining goals through publicity. travel teaching, 
and pioneers; and finally, to give it the spiritual power 
needed for success, the participation of every Baha'i of 
these countries in a veritable crusade of prayer. This 
conference marks the beginning of a new phase of 
cooperation between the participating national spiritual 
assemblies in every field of teaching work, including 
frontier pioneering in the twin cities on the borders 
between the countries. The wonderful spirit which 
reigned throughout the conference reached a special 
climax with the pioneering offer of a Brazilian family 
to open up one of the remaining distant states and the 
declarations of two youths of Porto Alegre. 

Participants at the Regional Sou.th American Proclamation Conference September 5-7, 1969, Porto Alegre, Brazil. 



.AHA .. ! NEWS 

Youth Form Club in Panama 
On July 6, 1969, in the city of Concepcion, the first 

Baha'i Club in the Republic of Panama was formed. 
This event, which could have far-ranging significance 
for the future of the Faith in Panama, resulted largely 
from the efforts of two young Panamanian pioneers, 
Famaline and Felicia Fennell. 

The inspiration for its formation came from discus
sions held on this subject at a recent conference in San 
Salvador which Famaline attended under the sponsor
ship of the National Spiritual Assembly of Panama._ 
Upon her return to this country, she and Felicia dili
gently channeled their efforts until this new entity 
emerged. 

The Club has already grown from fifteen to twenty
two members, all of whom are youth between the ages 
of thirteen and twenty~one years. Officers have been 
elected, and Harry and Leonor Hay. pioneers for many 
years in Chiriqui Province, act as counsellors on behalf 
of the local Spiritual Assembly of Concepcion. 

These young people meet regularly to discuss the 
Baha'i teachings and to plan events to attract new 
friends. One of their first projects was a "Verbena" to 
which were invited youth from many parts of the 
Republic. About fifty attended this affair and there was 
much singing and dancing, and a huge meal of arroz 
con polio. Considerable attention was, in this manner, 
attracted to the Club and to the Faith whose name it 
bears. 

Ten members of the Club are now Baha'is and many 
more are learning of its teachings. It is a shining 

Youth groUp in La Concepcion, Panama 
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Left to right: Mrs. LeonoT Hay, SpOnsOT of the gTOUp; Felicia. 
and Famaline Fennell, pioneers who founded the group; HarTy 
Hay, spOnsOT. 

example of what can be done with dedication and 
perseverance, and further. it testifies to the wisdom of 
providing opportunities for our young Baha'is to travel 
to and participate in youth conferences where they can 
receive new ideas and the inspiration to carry them 
through. 

r 
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Nationa~ Spiritual Auembly of Bahd'is of Panama 1969-70. 
!,eft to Tight: Front row: Mrs. Lu.cy Berest, Roquel de Con
.stant~. Chairman and Leota Lockman, Corresponding Secre
tary. Second TOW. Chilo Sanchez, Guaymi Indian from Chiriqui 
mountains, and Tomas Nelson De Leon, Kuna Indian from 
San Blas Islands. Back TOW, Arthur KrummeU, Treasurer, 
Alan Pringle, Recording Secretary; Harry Hay; and Fred 
Bil'Test, Vice-Ch.airman. 

International News Briefs 
Travels of Hands of the Cause 

Nearly 400 Baha'js gathered at the Royal Common~ 
wealth Society Hall in London to hear 'Amatu'l-Baha 
Ru:Q.iyyih Khimum on Saturday evening, July 26. 
Friends came from all over the British Isles and were 
inspired, delighted and energized by her talk and the 
question and answer period that followed. Hand of the 
Cause Mr. Jalah 1Qlazeh shared the platform with her 
and also spent three weeks in the British Isles. After 
spending four days in London t Mr. Khilzeh participated 
in the Irish Summer School in the south of Ireland, then 
went to Northern Ireland, across to Scotland and up to 
the highlands, continuing further north to the Orkneys, 

During the past months Hand of the Cause Dr. Ugo 
Giachery has participated in the Baha'i summer schools 
of Luxembourg and Scandinavia, has met with na
tional spiritual assemblies in Europe and has visited 
many communities where he spoke at firesides and 
other meetings. His visit to Norway resulted in good 
publicity in the local press. He was happy to report that 
in Scandinavia some of the new believers have prom
ised to translate needed literature into Scandinavian 
languages, In Sweden Dr. Giachery visited Mr. Sverre 
Holmsen, a well known author of some fifteen books, 
who has become a Baha'i. Mr. Holmsen, a world 
traveler, discusses the Faith with his many daily visi
tors and has written a book about the Faith which is 
now being printed. There have already been many 
requests for copies from individuals and from public 
libraries in Sweden. 
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National Spirituu.l Assembly Of Bahd'is of Santiago, Chile, 
1969-70. Left to nght: Mr. Kcm-rad Popp, Mrs. Yolanda. P. de 
Nordenflycht, recording sec-retafll. Mr. Cl.a.udio VeTa, Mrs . 
Lina S. de Roe, secretaTY. Mr. Eduardo Roe. MT. Sergio 
Aparicio. chaiTman, Mrs. Jose Rodrigu.ez, vice-chairman; 
Be!.ow: Mr. Gabriel Rodriguez and D-r. Alejanci-ro Reid, treas
urer. 

Hand of the Cause Dr. RaJ;1matu'IIah Muhajir recent
ly visited the friends in Samoa while enroute to Mexico. 
He suggested holding of conferences and teacher train
ing institutes and as a result a teaching conference has 
been held and the first teacher training institute con
ducted. A Samoan newsletter has been published. 

Chile 

The Faith is attracting attention of the general public 
through exhibits in Chile. Nearly 2000 people recently 
viewed a Baha'i exhibition of more than 100 photo
graphs, charts and drawings in the central area of the 
city af Valparaiso, and a second display was held later 
at the Chilean-British Cultural Institute in Vina del Mar. 
There was good publicity with a brief presentation on 
television which was viewed by many. 

Fiji Islands 

Mr, Roddy Lutchmaya, a member of the National 
Spiritual Assem bly of the Indian Ocean recently visited 
Fiji where he spoke at three public meetings and was 
interviewed over the radio and spoke at a number of 
firesides. He also visited Fijian villages where his 
warm and loving personality greatly attracted the 
people. including the chiefs. 
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Institute Generates Peace in Heart of (ongo 

The teaching institute in the village of Bena~Leka, 
Kasai Province, Republic of Congo, began the morning 
of July 19 with forty to fifty eager and attentive stu
dents, including many women. Some of the friends had 
walked as far as twenty kilometers and everyone's 
desire to learn was great. Discussions went on late into 
the nights, under the bright moonlight, with numerous 
villagers coming to learn about this new Faith. 

Roads and transportation are very nearly nonexistent 
in the interior of the Congo and one travels on the back 
of a truck with as many as sixty or seventy other 
people, over an extremely rough, single-lane road, 
interrupted by breakdowns and punctures. Auxiliary 
Board member and Knight of Baha'u'llah Ola Pawlow
ska traveled about twenty kilometers from the city of 
Luluabourg to attend the institute. It was an eight-hour 
journey into the dark, but the warm greetings and 
songs of the welcoming friends were as refreshing as a 
night's sleep. The unbelievably beautiful singing of the 
Congolese Baha'is, their voices falling naturally into 
perfect harmony, rang out like clear, pure bells. Tired, 
hot, and mosquito-ridden listeners were deeply inspired 
by the beauty of their singing, the music generating 
inner peace and happiness. 

Mme. Ola Pawlowska travels constantly throughout 
the Congo, ignoring the incredible difficulties, to visit, 
encourage, and teach the friends. The fruits of her 
efforts are very visible, in the staunch, well deepened, 
and active communities in the Central Congo, which 
are in turn branching out, teaching others, building 
Baha'i centers, and overcoming the numerous prob
lems facing them. 
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International News Briefs 

Zululand 

Two friends in Zululand, inspired by the words of 
'Abdu'l-Bahil, "0, that I could travel, even though On 

foot and in the utmost poverty, to these regions . . ." 
left Gesinsila to go to Entumeni in June, covering the 
distance of thirty-six miles on foot. They held a meeting 
there and then proceded to Impapala, thirty miles 
away, using bus for only ten miles and walking on a 
very rough noad. After the meeting in Impapala they 
left to go to Mbanga Iwana, ten miles away, where they 
opened a new community. 

Malawi 

Mr. Peter Smith, a Baha'i youth from the British 
Isles, who is spending a year traveling in Africa, 
recently visited five of the six local spiritual assemblies 
in Malawi. He was welcomed in Amalika by a song of 
greeting which the friends had written for him. In 
Naminyuku, following a meeting at the Baha'i center, 
there were two declarations, both youth. Following his 
visit in Malawi, Mr. Smith joined Mr. Shidim Fatl).-i
A'~am, member of the Continental Board of Counsel
lors in southern Africa, on a two week trip through 
Botswannil. 

Teaching institute nerd at Bena-Leka. Kasai Province, Republic oj the Congo, July 19-25, 1969, attended by Ola PatDwwska, Auxil_ 
iary Board me-mber, and Mike Brooks, traveling teach.er, in front of Baha'i Center. 
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Women Take Leading Role In South Pacific Islands 

In answer to the call of the Universal House of Justice 
to teach in another country, Mrs. Antelise Porter of 
American Samoa and Mrs. Mele Pateta of the Kingdom 
of Tonga, both left their homes and their families to 
teach beyond the shores of their islands. Mrs. Porter, 
with her five year old daughter Caroline took the 
Divine Message to many islands or'the vast ~nd remote 
Trust Territory on behalf of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Hawaiian Islands. Several months 
were spent on Ponape t the island of her birth, and 
together with Caroline who recited prayers and sang 
Baha'i songs, she held many firesides, often navigating 
by canoe on the open seas to travel to the otherwise 
inaccessible parts of Ponape. As a result, several 
groups were formed in different areas. 

Mrs. Pateta left her home and her two small children, 
aged two and four, to teach for two months in the outer 
islands of the Lau Group in Fiji, where she strength
ened the newly enrolled believers and had the bounty of 
seeing new souls accept the teachings, 

Since the women of the islands are accustomed to 
remain at home with their families relying on the men 
to do the teaching, both Mrs. Porter and Mrs. Pateta 
have been a source of much encouragement to otheT 
Baha'i women who have since arisen to teach, thus 
visuaHy proving the Baha'i principle of the equality of 
men and women. 

Several years ago when 
the call was raised for 
pioneers to the Tokelau Ig..... 
lands, Toma Aviata of 
American Samoa, arose to 
serve saying that since he 
had been given such a 
precious gift it was his 
duty to take it to his peo
ple. Although advanced in 
years and not in the best 
of health, he left his wife 
and children and went 
alone to the Tokelau Is
lands where he remained 
for almost three years. 
These tiny atolls, the larg
est only four miles long 
and a few hundred yards 
wide, can be reached by 
boat about four times a 
year. On his arrival in his 
homeland he was in
formed that he was for
bidden to teach the Faith 
on the pain of expulsion, 
but after quietly livin!;. 

Mr. Toma Aviata of American 
Samoa. First Tokelauan Baha'i 
who returned to h.is home!.and 
to carry the Word of Baha'u'l
zan. to his p€ople _ 

the Baha'I life and reciting the prayers of Baha'u'!lah 
at every opportunity, upon leaving the Tokelau. to 
visit his family and attend convention, he was given 

!--eft: Mrs. Antelise Porter of American Samoa, first woman 
ts~ander to travel teach outside the area of the South Pacitle. 
Rlght: Mrs. Mele Pateta of the Kingdom of Tonga who arose 
to travet teach jar three months in the outeT islands of the 
Lau GTouP. Fiji. 

permission to teach the Faith openly on his return. 
Th~ Baha'i youth in all the islands have been actively 

teachmg, holding youth and children's classes, partici
pating in schools and teaching in villages. One out
standing Fijian youth, Savenaca Seniolo, returned to 
Fiji from the last convention with such a firm determi
nation to teach that he not only strengthened the 
community in which he reSided, but left it after some 
months to open a new village, and was able to an
nounce to the convention that a spiritual assembly had 
been formed! 

Summer schools, teaching conferences, deepening 
weekends and teaching institutes have been held in 
Fiji, Samoa Tonga and the Cook Islands, as well as a 
number of very successful public meetings, radio and 
press interviews when Hand of the Cause, Dr. R. 
Muhajir; Counsellor Howard Harwood of Australasia; 
Auxiliary Board member of North America, Dr. Peter 
Khan and his wife Janet; and other devoted traveling 
teachers visited a number of the islands. 

The annual convention and teaching conference was 
held at Nuku'alofa, Kingdom of Tonga with more than 
200 believers attending, including friends from New 
Zealand and Niue Island, Peter Mathews, the first 
Maori believer to visit the South Pacific and Ollie Olsen 
of Guam who was on a special teaching trip through 
Australasia. The convention and teaching conference 
closed with a tremendous feeling of enthusiasm when 
thirty Baha'is, many of them youth, arose in response 
to the RiQ.van Message from the Universal House of 
Justice to pioneer or travel teach to all local goals. 

The governments of both Western Samoa and the 
Kingdom of Tonga have officially commended the Ba
ha'i communities of their islands for their gifts of 
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Friends attending the SummeT School at Neiafu. Vava'u, King
dom of Tonga. Four Tongan teache-rs sailed 170 mires from 
th.e main i:r!and to teach at the School. 

several tons of medical supplies at a time when both 
countries were in need, These supplies were collected 
by Dr. L. Beers and Auxiliary Board member. Dr. C. 
Caver of Hawaii. Announcements of these gifts were 
broadcast in the news sessions on the radio and covered 
by the press_ 
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Left: Auxiliary BoaTd member, M-r. Mosese Hoko.fonu., 0/ 
Tonga, who T'epr€sented the Continental Board of Counsellors 
in Au.stralasia at the Annual Convention and Teaching Con
Jercnee. Right.: Mr. Peter Mathews, first member of the 
Maori race to attend the Annual Convention of the South. 
Pacific Ocean. Mr. Mathews made a speciar jO'14Tney from New 
Zealand through. several of the Pacific islands to meet th.e 
beliet.'ers and participate in the Convention. 

Some 27 beHevers from Fiji, American and Western Samoa, Niue Idand and the Vava'u Group, Tonga, 
leno arrived by ship to attend the Convention held at Nuku'atofu, Kingdom Of Tonga. 



14 

Members of the NaHonaI Spiritual AssemMy of the South 
Pacific Ocean. Left to right seated. MTs. Liftan Ala'i (Treas
urer), MrS'. A. F. Leedham (Chairman), Mrs. Irene Williams 
(Secretaf1lJ Standinu: M.,., Lisiata Maka (Vice-Chairman), Mr. 
Kelepi Toutai, Mr. Anitelu Fielea, MT. Latu Tu'akinekoto and 
Mr. Feti Maiava (Mrs. Mary Tuataga not present) 

Convention Elects National Spiritual 
Assembly of the South Pacific Ocean 

NOVEMBER 1969 

A Tribute to a Pioneer to Samoa 
The Samoan Baha'is were grieved to learn of the loss 

of one of the early pioneers to their islands, Mr. Nemat 
Ala'i, who passed away recently in England. During his 
years as a pioneer, in spite of language dHficulty, he 
won the love and admiration of many friends and his 
home was the center of teaching and witnessed the 
enrollment of the second Samoan Baha'i, and the forma
tion of the first local spiritual assembly of which he was 
chairman. Previous to that he also pioneered with his 
family in Afghanistan. On his passing a memorial 
service was held in Apia, Western Samoa, with friends 
from many islands present, during which the cable
gram from the Universal House of Justice addressed to 
Nemat's brother, Hand of the Cause General Ala'i, was 
read as follows: 

GRIEVED LOSS BELOVED BROTHER NEMAT STAUNCH 
SUPPORTER VALIANT PROMOTER FAITH HIS STEAD
FASTNESS DEVOTED SERVICES CRADLE FAITH PIO
NEERING FIELD UNFORGETTABLE WORTH EMULATION. 
PRAYING SHRINES SPIRITUAL PROGRESS HIS RADIANT 
SOUL CONVEY MEMBERS FAMILY LOVING SYMPATHY. 

A portion oj the attendance at the Annual Convention and Teaching ConjeTence of the BaM'is of the South Pacific Ocean. 
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Teaching Journev Under Nigerian Skies 
Having received the approval of the Universal House 

of Justice and the Emergency Administrative Commit
tee of West Central Africa, two pioneers (Stephanie and 
Duane Troxel) and two African believers (Friday Ekpe 
and Daniel Udobot) completed a twcnty-six-day teach
ing trip in Nigeria's South-Eastern State, by motor 
cycles in June and July. 1969. This region is the cradle 
of the Faith in Nigeria ever since Hand of the Cause of 
God Enoch Olinga's historic pioneering mission there in 
1953-54, and this single state of Nigeria's twelve states 
accounts for more than half of all the believers in West 
Central Africa's :five countries of Nigeria, Togo, Da
homey, Ghana, and Niger. Because of internal difficul
ties, some areas visited had not seen a Baha'i visitor 
since 1965. Others had been out of touch with the outside 
world since 1967 because of the war's disruption of 
postal services. 

"So many feelings and scenes crowd our senses," 
writes the pioneer, Hwhile reflecting upon our journey. 
Envision quiet farming villages. dotted with clay and 
wattle dwellings, snugly hemmed in by dense under
growth, and bereft of all modern conveniences. The 
contrasts of sound and silence ... darkness and light, 
are heightened, almost purified. The tempo of life is 
relaxed and dignified. Courtesy and custom dominate 
the style of life. The 'effect of a solitary light or a single 
distant cry' stirs the emotions." 

Since the trip took place during the rainy season, 
with monsoonal torrents, the vehicles would at times 
have to be lifted aboard dugout canoes for paddle
powered crossings of swollen rivers. At every village 
they were hailed by a large turnout and usually escort
ed to the house of the village chief. After giving a talk 
through translators, the people would eagerly ask ques
tions, while women and children thronged the court
yard and windows of the house, straining to get a 
glimpse of afia-owo (white man). 

"One of the sweet customs of the people is to give a 
gift to visitors," the pioneer's letter states. "One morn
ing in the village of Ikot Uba we were introduced to a 
bent and withered old lady in tattered clothes. Her head 
was cocked to one side, her face etched with age and 
suffering. As she bade us Allah-u-Abha she parted her 
cupped hands to reveal a single white egg - a gift she 
had walked miles to bestow on us r So precious a gift 
couldn't be eaten by us. Daniel Udobot paid us for the 
egg and it was agreed that the money should be sent to 
the Panama Temple fund in her name .... Once while 
we were in a village we had a new teaching experience. 
The people of the village were having their market day, 
the day when everyone brings produce to sell in the 
village market. The isolated Baha'i we were visiting, 
Mr. Uman, walked with us into the market and called 
the people to come over to the little mound we were 
standing on. Shortly some fifty brightly dressed people 
were pressing aroWld us. It was a strange feeling 
standing out under the open sky, deep in the jungle, 
extol1ing the virtues of God. Mterwards we led them to 
the home of Mr. Uman where they were engaged in 
lively discussion when we left to visit another place." 

During the course of the trip the traveling teachers 
covered over 400 miles on foot. in dugout canoe, and 
aboard a ship. They met with Baha'is in some twenty_ 
six localities. Twenty-one souls declared their faith in 
Baha'u'llah, two villages were opened, and over 200 
people heard of the "glad tidings" for the first time. To 
grasp the difficulties facing Baha'i teachers, the exam
ple of Cameroonian pioneer Oscar Njang is cited. 
Oscar, a farmer, is the only pioneer in an area a third 
larger than New Hampshire. In a land festooned with 
swamps, brush, and rivers, dear Oscar travels on his 
bicycle from village to village teaching the friends. It is 
impossible for him to visit the friends in his area even 
once in a year! How much more difficult is it for a mere 
nineteen pioneers who live in West Central Africa's five 
countries to teach the over seventy million waiting 
souls. These rural areas are the areas of the hearts ... 
virgin soil waiting to assist in supporting the Tree of 
this heavenly Cause. But when One reflects on the 
teachers needed to nourish those seventy million souls, 
the words of 'Abdu'l~Baha come to mind: HI am wait
ing, eager~y waiting tor these holy ones to appear; and 
yet, how long wHl they de~ay their coming?" 

International News Briefs 

Kenya 

A formal invitation from the Office of the President of 
the Republic of Kenya was extended to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Kenya to attend 
the Madaraka Day celebrations on June 1, 1969 in 
Uhuru Gardens, Nairobi. The chairman and secretary 
of the National Spiritual Assembly who accepted the 
invitation and attended the celebrations were well re
ceived and seated with the distinguished guests. This is 
the first time in the history of the Faith in Kenya that 
such an in vita tion has been offi cially extended to the 
National Assembly. 

Rhodesia 

Mrs. Audrey Robarts, wife of Hand of the Cause Mr. 
John Robarts, recently visited in the following places in 
Rhodesia: Bulawayo, Plumtree, Filabusi, Gwarda and 
Burnside. 

Mr. Canaan Neube, a Baha'i in Bulawayo volunteered 
to travel and teach the Faith during his holidays. He 
visited many places and met with cordial response as 
well as some declarations. 

The spontaneous spirit of enthusiasm of the youth 
Committee in Rhodesia prompted them to make a 
weekend teaching trip to the Glendale area. They 
reported: OWe were received with open arms and in a 
warm-hearted, joyful attitude and on that same after
noon we arrived we had a meeting .... We left that 
Sunday with the whole village in spiritual upsurge and 
joy." 

r 
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Teaching Plan Launched at Harlech School 
Like Haifa, Harlech is built on a mountainside and 

looks westward over the sea, It is also a place where 
Baha'is meet, but there the resemblance ends for 
Harlech is a very small town indeed set in the climatic
ally temperate land of Wales. 

Summer schools at Coleg Harlech ("coleg" is Welsh 
for college) are always very happy occasions and the 
one this year Was no exception. With lectures and 
workshops in the mornings, recreation in the after
noons, and talks and social events in the evenings, the 
time slipped happily and ali too quickly away. 

The theme of the school was "The World Order of 
Baha'u'llith - the sole refuge for a diSintegrating and 
tottering civilization." The courses spanned a wide 
horizon - from the rolling up of the old order to the 
spreading out of the new one; proclaiming the Cause; 
teaching; and the art of consultation. There were also 
talks on the Central Figures of the Faith, on pioneering, 
and the Universal House of Justice. 

At the summer school the National Spiritual Assem~ 
bly launched its new project for the British Isles: to find 
200 new believers by Ri~van, the first 100 to be found by 
the early January teaching conference. There were 

Coleg Harlech, site of Baha'i Summer Schoo! in WaleS', Augmt 
23~September 4, 1969. 

several evenings of entertainment, including a barbe
cue on the last night. Then back into the world and on 
with the work, with the determination that many more 
of the goals will be WOn before sum m er school time 
com es round a g a in next year. 

Scandinavian Summer School Held In Norway 
The Scandinavian Baha'i Summer School held at 

Ringsaker, Norway from June 28 to July 5 was blessed 
with the presence of two Hands of the Cause of God: Dr, 
Ugo Giachery, and Jalal Khazeh, who brought an impe
tus and inspiration which resulted in eighteen offers to 
do travel teaching during the remaining years of the 
Nine Year Plan. Dorothy Ferraby, member of the 
Board of Counsellors for Europe, was also present and 
made a special plea for universal participation through 
an increased love for God on the part of each individual 
Baha'i. Three Auxiliary Board members also assisted: 
Mrs. Johanne Hoeg of Denmark; Mrs. Modesta Hvide; 
and Mrs. Gerd Strand of Norway. 

At the public meeting held in Lillehammer, Paul 
Ojermark of Sweden was the guest speaker and he also 
prepared a course on uThe Gleanings" for the School 
program. Dr. Vahman of Denmark spoke on the history 

of Baha'u'llah; and Islam, its teachings and culture, 
was presented by Dr. Hooshang and Pauline Rafat. 

A special day for the youth provided an opportunity 
to study the letters from the Universal House of Justice. 
For the smaller children a very active program was 
arranged by Mrs. Ase von Krf'lgh, and Mrs, Edel 
Lange-Nielsen assisted by volunteers. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gunnar Lange-Nielsen, host and hostess 
for the school, left nothing undone to make the eighty 
guests comfortable during those days, and Ernst Holm, 
chairman for the sessions, kept the program running 
smoothly. 

A memorial service was held for Loyce Lawrence, 
pioneer to Lofoten Island during the Ten Year Crusade, 
who passed on to the Abha Kingdom on December 18, 
1968, and for Britt Gaunas of Denmark who was buried 
at the time of the memorial held at the school. 

At the Scandinavian Summer Sen-ool Ringsaker, N01'wat/, June 28-Juty 5. 1969. 
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Astronaut Receives Baha'I Book 
Col. Edwin E. Aldrin, Jr. of the U.S. Air Force, the 

second man to step on the moon in July 1969 was 
presented with a Baha'i book. Foundations of Wortd 
Unity by the Baha'is of Montclair, New Jersey. The 
occasion was the observance of "Buzz Aldrin Day" on 
September 6 when Montclair welcomed its dis
tinguished resident with a parade attended by some 
40,000 people. 

The Baha'is participated in the parade with a float 
carrying a six foot tree bearing crepe paper flowers 
and streamers and surrounded by Baha'is representa
tive of the diverse people in the Faith. The car carried 
a poster in front reading: ~'Ye are all the fruits of one 
tree, the leaves of one Branch" - Baha'u'lU.hlt and a 
side poster saying: I'From the Moon it is clear that 
'This Earth is One Country and Mankind its Citizens' -
Baha'i Writings" 

The copy of Foundations 0/ World Unity given tc the 
astronaut was inscribed: "All men have been created 
to carry forth an ever-advancing civilization" and 
signed "from the Baha tis of Montclair." 

Ledures Arranged by German Students 
The International Student Club of Munich, Germany, 

instituted a series of lectures on religions of the world. 
Representatives of the Baha'i Faith and of Christianity, 
Judaism, Hinduism and Islam spoke, followed by a 
discussion period. The Baha'i address, given by 
Fazlollah Berdjis, attracted the most attention. On 
August 16 and 17, Mr. Berdjis shared a platform with 
two religious doctors in Bad AibUng. During the ex
positions, a clear contras"t was evident between the 
Christian theory which expressed the closing of Revela
tion with Christ, and the Baha'i principle of progressive 
Revelation. Lively discussion followed these presenta
tions. Many new friends were made by the Baha'is 
through this effort. 

A Baha'i student, Erik Blumenthal, spoke on the 
topic, "Is Psychology a Substitute for Religion?" in the 
main building of the University in Giessen. Germany_ 
The meeting was arranged by the Baha'i students and 
a favorable article appeared in the Giessener 
AUgemeinrn Zeitung, a daily newspaper. 

The Seventh Annual Neah Bay Council Fire 
The seventh Annual Baha'i Council Fire was held 

August 9 and 1~ at the Makah Indian Reservation, 
sponsored by the Baha'is of Neah Bay, Washington. 
Guests began to arrive three days early from Alaska, 
Oregon, California, Idaho, Oklahoma, Michigan, Geor
gia, Florida, Texas, Canada, and as far away as 
American Samoa and Iran and from various tribes. 

Some 1,300 people made camp in cars, station wag
ons, tents, trailers and campers. SOme camped and 
slept on the beach in the open. The camp grounds 
among the trees, bordered by the Soas River and the 
Pacific ocean, remains in its natural state of beauty -
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Col. "Buzz" Aldrin holds Bahd'i book presented him in Mont_ 
clair, New J ersell. 

uncluttered by civilization. The feeling of peace. seren
ity and fellowship was all pervading. 

Blessed with perfect weather one could feel the very 
essence of the spirit of love of Bahi'u'llah as the friends 
greeted each other with faces glowing with love and the 
phrase" 'Allah·u-'Abha". The same spirit carried in 
the greetings of warm welcome to the many guests who 
shared the bounty of hearing the message of Baha.
'u'llah, many for the first time. 

The Council Fire offiCially opened on Saturday 
morning with prayers and the performance of the Jin'ai 
Singers. One of the special visitors was Mrs. Florence 
Mayberry representing the Continental Board of Coun
sellors who spoke inspiringly of the progress of the 
Faith and reminded the friends of the task before them. 

In the afternoon the guests enjoyed a delicious sal
mon barbeque. As the sun began to set in all its 
splendor over the ocean, Miss Brenda Fields (part 
Cherokee) and Mr. Grant Gaston (Apache descent) 
exchanged marriage vows in the presence of members 
of the local Spiritual Assembly of the Makah Reserva
tion. The ceremony consisted of several prayers and 
songs. 

At nightfall a huge beach bonfire was lighted and the 
great crowd gathered for a song fest and to hear 
National Spiritual Assembly member Mr. Jack Mc
Cants speak of the need for reaching the many young 
people who are in such a state of confusion. He stressed 
the importance of youth in the Faith and their roll as 
Ie aders in the future. 

At the close of Sunday's program the Makah dancers 
presented tribal dances and songs and shared Indian 

·Iegends. 
Seven persons declared during the Council Fire. 
As the Council Fire closed with the chanting of a 

prayer by one of the direct descendants of Mulla 
l:Iusayn unashamed tears of joy. peace and 1..U1derstand
ing streamed down many faces. 
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Summer schoo! o'Tganized by the Baha'i Youth of Saigon-GiaDinh. in Lon(1Thdnh from AugtLBt 1 tiU 
August 3 1969. 

The Bahd'i youth of Saigon-GiaDinn (left) ofjer books and medicine to the orphans at LongThdnn orphan village. (right)· Ue 

sist in building houses fOT the orphan-village oj LongTh-anh where there aTe 2000 chUdnn who have lost parents in the wa/ 

News Briefs 

North Carolina 

The local Spiritual Assemblies of Winston-Salem and 
Asheville, North Carolina, assisted a non-Baha'i family 
to publicize and organize a very succes.sful public 
meeting on August 31 in Morganton. A dozen Baha'is 
and two dozen guests gathered in warm fellowship in a 
public meeting room of the local bank to hear National 
Spiritual Assembly member Jack McCants speak on 
principles of the Faith. Follow-up firesides are being 
held at the homes of a newly settled Baha'i and the 
non-Baha'i family in Morganton. 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

Miss Thelma Thomas. member of the New Orleans 
Community and Mr. Ralph Grunewald, pioneer to 
Honduras were invited to participate on the New Or
leans NET affiliate (WYES-TV) "Coffee House," a 
program geared to the college and young adult audi
ence. The Baha'is were given approximately 2{) min
utes to speak on Baha'i Youth activities. 

Miss Thelma Thomas, student at Tulane University. 
New Orleans was invited by the professor to speak to a 
Sociology class on the Baha'i Faith. Considerable in
terest was shown by the 45 students and during the 

discussion period it was learned that one of the students 
lived near the House of Worship at Wilmette, and 
another had visited Haifa. The entire class period, one 
and one-half hours, was devoted to the Faith. Miss 
Thomas' Biology professor on learning of the recent 
Baha'i Youth Conference, became interested and asked 
for Baha'i literature. 

Iowa 

In nine short days about 855 persons stopped at the 
Baha'i booth at the recent Iowa State Fair to ask 
questions, receive literature andlor sign cards asking 
for more information. Additional hundreds who passed 
the booth but did not stop saw the name Baba'i and 
perhaps for the first time. 

The booth was erected by the Des Moines Baha'i 
CommlUlity in colors predominantly of orange and blue 
and featured many eye-catching and informative 
posters and free literature. 

The Iowa State Goals Committee was instrumental in 
making the project a statewide effort and all who 
assisted were rewarded by the diversity of the persons 
who sought to know mOre about the Message of Baha
'u'llah. 
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Rocky Mountain Institute at Conifer Hill 

Variety was the keynote of the Rocky Mountain 4th of 
July Institute, "Individual Participation in Proclama~ 
lion," held at Conifer Hill, Lyons, Colorado. There were 
study classes given by Rhoderoi Myers, Marion West, 
Steve Garrigues, Sam Jackson, Ken Jeffers, and Dr, 
Dan Jordan. The topics included "The Privilege of 
Contributing to the Cause of God," "The New Moral
ity," "The Latest Message from the Universal House of 
Justice," HCommunicating with People from Various 
Cultures," "Teaching People in the Ghettos," "Teach~ 
ing the American Indians," and "Understanding and 
Developing Your True SeH." 

Dave Fisher explained the geological makeup of 
Conifer Hill and how it had developed. There was time 
for nature hikes and quiet meditation. There were dawn 
devotiOns, sometimes in the meeting tent and some
times on the mountain tip. There was music around the 
campfire in the evenings - including an exciting talent 
show in which every performance was in the spirit of a 
joyous offering of worship to the Creator. There were 
anecdotes and stories from the rich history of the Faith, 
and there was spirited singing, with Libby Harris 
providing original songs and the accompaniment for 
them. Some classes were under the sunlit sky and 
others were under the meeting tent amid thunder, rain 
and hail. 

Throughout the weekend the spirit of cooperation and 
love was abundant. More than 160 people, several of 
whom were seekers, were privileged to enjoy the beau
tiful setting and share the flowing spirit. The friends 
are already anticipating the 4th of July weekend in 
1970, in hopes that it will find them back at Conifer Hill. 
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Cold amid the hail storm, the friends stilt didn't want to miss 
a word. 

The friendship drde at parting. A Hdh'u'.Abhd. 

Left to right: Dr. Dan Jordan's spirits were not dampened by the rain. The trophy beside h-im was awarded the Baha'i f!aat in fhe 
State FaiT, 1968. Rhod Myers warms to heT subject and the sun comes out. Ken Jeffers speaks about pioneering among the 
I'1tdians of Canada and the United States. Sam Jackson taught under su.nny skies. 
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, eachilMJ By Presentations 

The Proclamation 01 Baha'u'.l1ah i3 presented to Mayor Kite 
Mcrrgan of National City, California by Mel Chester, Baha'i, 
whlie Arnie Stein lookS' on. 

South Dade, Rorida 
Baha'is of South Dade, Florida, have launched a 

proclamation program of giving three Baha '[ books
Prescription lor Living, Thiel in the Night and God 

Loves Laughter - to a different hospital every 19 days, 
Already reports are coming in of enthusiastic readers 
among patients and hospital staff. Six newspapers 
carried brief articles on the project. 

...-., ..... -. 
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The Bahii'i Institute 
Fort Qu'Appelle, Saskatchewan 

The Baha'i Institute (shown at left) overlooking 
Mission Lake at Fort Qu'Appelle, was established in 
1967 and has been decorated externally by a British 
Columbia artist using authentic Indian designs. The 
disc under the roof peak was taken from a basket 
design made in Western United Stales and is titled 
"The People Gather". Across the balcony, left to right, 
are tribal designs from the Algonql.lin, Zuni, Eskimo, 
Kiowa, Sioux, West Coast Indian and Eastern Wood
lands people. Most of the designs contain sacred sym
bols, including "the four directions of God." 

The Institute is a Baha'i teaching center where 
,jlearning" passes in both directions between teacher 
and student. Courses emphasize the contributions of the 
native peoples to Canadian society and the importance 
of the Indi ans' own spiritual values, using discussions, 
film programs, and Pow-wow-style gatherings. 

The various programs provide a milieu where Indian~ 
Metis and non-Indian people can meet on an equal 
footing, as for instance at a recent discussion meeting 
for anthropology students from the University of Sas
katchewan, Regina Campus, where many of the young 
people had their first opportunity to meet socially with 
Indians. 

Charles TTebw, director Of public nlation.s- for the Chrbtian 
hospitals in Florisaant, Missouri recei.ves Bahd.'i book8 from 
Miss Kathy Davenport, a. Florissant BaM', in September, 1969. 

Kay Koehl, left, librarian, presents books to MTS". WiUi4m 
Atbaugh, President of South. Miami Hospital Womcm',s Aw:
iliaTtl· 
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Local Spiritual Assemb!y of Hoonah, Alaska formed April 
21. 1969. Top TOW left: Tom BaumgartneT, Jr., chairman; 
Harold McKinley. vice-chairman; Stuo.rt Ashton, Ra~ph 
Houston, Simon Koenig. 
F,.ont TOW, left: MTS. Dottie Baumgartner, treaSuTer: Mrs. 
Gloria McKinley. Mrs. Belle Koenig, nad Mrs. Donna Ashton, 
.secretary. 

Historic Funeral Held In Fort Yukon 

With such an indomitable spirit as Charley Robert's, 
it was appropriate that this first Athabascan Baha'i 
from Fort Yukon would also have the first Baha'i 
funeral in Fort Yukon. To him the truth was as mani
fest as the sunlight, and he had no patience with those 
who could read the Message and not accept it, for 
Charley could not read. From the day of his declara
tion, May 22, 1962. until the day of his passing, August 
6, 1969 he was a staunch and outspoken Baha'i. During 
his first year as a Baha'i, Charley had been responsible 
for some 25 people recognizing Baha 'u'Uah and had 
been instrumental in the formation of three local as
semblies- this radiant, determined Baha'i who could 
neither read nor write. 

News Briefs 
For the past five years the Baha'i community of West 

Hollywood, California has sponsored a spot announce
ment radio program covering the entire southern Cali
fornia area. The taped program is changed frequently 
and the most recent one, geared to youth, has met with 
enthusiastic response. Requests for information are 
acknowledged with Baha'i pamphlets and the state
ment that their names are being referred to Baha'is 
near them. Through this program the message of 
Baha'u'llah has been heard at frequent intervals by 
many waiting souls. 

o 
The Takoma Park, Maryland Baha'i community par

ticipated in the July 4th parade of the town by selecting 
a representative group of Baha'is to ride in the car 
carrying the sign "Baha'i" and quotations from the 
Writings: "Ye are the fruits of one tree, . ," and °The 
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Local Spiri.tual Assembly of Gallup. New Mexico, at the time 
of inCOTPOTation, Ju~u 10, 1969. Left to Tight, Bitting: Gordon 
Laite, vice chairman; Owen Creightne1l, chairman; M-rs, Roan 
Stone, corresponding secretary; Raymond Collins. b'easu,.et'; 
standing; Miss Augustina Walters; James Schroeder; James 
Stone: Mrs. Jeanne Laite, recording secretary; Ronald Ballew. 

News Briefs 

earth is but one country ... " Favorable comment and 
interest was evident. 

o 
A Baha'i father and son of Garden Grove, California, 

have participated in the activities of the Indian people 
by studying Indian dancing and appearing locally in 
the annual show, "Council of the Seven Fires." This 
show is arranged by a non-Baha'i Sioux. Indian who 
participated in the Baha'i community's Race Unity 
Day observance by presenting the Wambidusa Indian 
Dancers. 

o 
The small town of Vassar, Michigan, with its popula

tion of 2800 people is hearing about Baha'u'Uah and 
seeing the principles of the Faith in action because of 
the teaching efforts of the resident Baha'is - one adult 
a nd one youth. 

Of the several activities undertaken by the two Ba
ha'is was the placing of a Baha'i booth at the local fair, 
manned almost continually for a week by the local 
youth and supported by friends from Saginaw, Davison, 
Flint, Alma, Mt. Pleasant, and Ferndale, Michigan 
and Euclid and Cleveland, Ohio. 

For the second year in a row, the Baha'is have 
received a mayoral proclamation for Race Unity Day. 
The first year the Baha'is had the opportunity to 
explain about the Faith to the mayor and councilmen. 
The second year, because the councilmen were not in 
session, unanimous approval for the proclamation was 
received by telephone, at request of the mayor, 

The Baha'i adult also had the bounty of being the first 
person at a manufacturing firm to hire a Negro. This 
was done through the school's coop program with 
business. 
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Oregon Baha'is Place Prize Winning 
Exhibit in State Fair 

The Salem Oregon Community. assisted by nearby 
Marion County Group, had an unusual IO-day Procla
mation of the Faith at the Oregon State Fair through a 
uMeditation Garden for the Praise of God." Fair offi
cials had selected the theme "God and Country" for the 
floral department and the full scale BaM'1 garden plot 
entered in the division "Most imaginative to the future" 
WOn an award and prize. 

Featured in the garden was a diorama with the 
House of Worship model and its gardens reproduced to 
scale using natural plants, surrounded by institutions of 
the future in landscaped grounds. A beautiful plaque 
done in tile proclaimed "A Pattern for Future Society." 
The diorama and another plaque, "The earth is but one 
country and mankind its citizens," created consider
able interest and comment. As foIlow.up in teaching to 
the Fair project a series of quotations from the Writ
ings with offer of an information kit is being run weekly 
in the newspaper. 

Children's Conference Held on "The Kingdom of Man" 
The Northwest Baha'i Children's Conference Com

mittee reports another good conference, July 20--26, 1969. 
There were 101 in attendance all week: 72 children and 
youth (40 of them 8 years and younger). 

Classes were held for all ages, including adults not 
otherwise busy t each morning. The general theme of 
the conference this year was liThe Kingdom of Man". 
Teachers used their own methods and ideas to explore 
in greater depth the unique challenge of being Man. 

In the afternoon there were exceptionallY good art 
and craft classes for everyone, followed by recreation. 
Recreation was usually swimming at the nearby lake 
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Meditation Garden at Oregon State Fair sponsOTed b-u Baha'is 
oj the- commu.nity of Salem and tile- Marion Coun't1,l Group. 

(or wading pool for the littlest ones), but various trips 
were taken to explore the many historic and beauty 
spots around Astoria. In the evening there was a 
different planned activity each night: slides, tapes, 
talks, picnic, and of COurse, The Talent Night on 
Friday. 

As usual a closed campus kept the Baha'i spirit 
glowing throughout the week, with morning and eve
ning devotions being the nerve center of the conference. 
And; of course, there was lots of singing! 

There was a wonderful spirit, Many felt it was the 
best Conference ever. 

At the Northwest Bana'i Children's Conference held at Astoria, OTegon July 20-26, 1969. 

T 
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Baha'i Headquarters at the UN 

The attractive attices of the International Bahci'i Community are ~ocated in the UN Plaza Building, The work of the Inte'l'national 
Bahd'i Community and th.e United States Baha'i United Nations Committee becomes inCTeasingIlI important as ties wHh the United 
Nations aTe strengthened . . Seated at right is John Miner, fOTmer US Bahd'i UN C01'llmittee chairman. It is of inteTest to note that 
the !n ... Udin"s and property occupied by the United Nations is international property, and is not owned by any nation. It is staffed 
by its own security force and l8 not under the jurisdiction of the state oj New York. If you have not yet attended a Baha'i UN Semi-
naT, pi.a.n now to be at the next one. It is an impressive and informative experience which can make yo-u feel the impact of Baha.'u'l
ltih.'s promises fOT the wO'J'ld in a new and more meaningful way. 

News Briefs 
Blaine, Washington 

The Second Annual Human Family Picnic sponsored 
by the Baha'is of Surrey, British Columbia. Canada, 
was held on August 24 at Peace Arch near Blaine, 
Washington, where hundreds of Canadian and Ameri~ 
can Baha'is, their friends, and hundreds of passers-by 
on foot and in cars were attracted by the visible 
evidence of the HUman Family. 

The Peace Arch is located in a small park on the 
border between the two roads in and out of the United 
States and Canada and served well to stage the pro
gram consisting of the Jin'ai Singers of the Seattle 
area, a bagpipe and drum band from Vancouver, B.C" 
an Irish songster, Indian dancers from Canadian Indian 
tribes and others. 

Clyde Johnson leads the Jin'ai Singers of SeatUe in songs of 
praiJIe during the Tecent Second Annual Human Family Picnic 
neaT Blaine, Washington. 

Deer Park, Washington 

Baha'is of Spokane and Spokane County Commission
er's District 2 prepared and manned a booth at Deer 
Park, Washington Fair in August. The youth and young 
adults were especialIy helpful in this very successful 
project. Deer Park is a goal area town and the exhibit 
resulted in a declaration as well as numerous requests 
for information. The display included Holy books of 
other religions as well as a generous selection of Baha'i 
literature. There was a model of the House of Worship 
in Wilmette displayed on a blue cloth which harmonized 
with the blue and white color scheme of the exhibit. 

BahaN in the News 
The Daily News of Whittier, California carries a 

regular weekly feature "Sunday Sermon" written by 
clergymen of various denominations. The Sermon for 
JW1e 21 was written by Milton Lundblade, chairman of 
the Baha'i group of Whittier and was on "The Light of 
Unityn, an article stating the Baha'i principles and 
developing the theme of world peace and unity, Favor
able response to this article was evident. 

The travels of a Baha'i on a teaching trip through the 
Trust Territories of the Pacific were briefly related in 
The Instructor (an educational magazine) for June and 
July 1969. The article told of the trip taken last summer 
by John Spock, Baha'i of the Hawaiian Islands and 
noted that the Baha'i Faith has no professional clergy. 

T 
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THE NORTHWEST BAHA'i SUMMER SCHOOL 

From June 21 to 29, during what was pro"ably the 
rainiest eight days of the Summer, the Northwest 
Baha'i Summer School was held in beautiful Miller
sylvania State Park in the state af Washington. The 
inclement weather dampened clothing and the outdoor 
facilities but not the spirit of the more than 100 attend
ing. 

Under the capable tutelage of John Koistoe of Fair
banks. Alaska, the adults and some of the older youth 
delved deeply into: "Techniques of Deepening" "Writ
ings of the Guardian". and HMessages from the Uni
versal of Justice _ " 

An excellent teaching staff taught three classes daily 
for the children and youth ages three to twenty-one. 
Swimming, hiking, arts and crafts, group singing, story 
hours, a talent show, and a combined experience in 
meditation by all, were some of the more popular 
events rounding out the program. 

Evening programs featured talks by John Kolstoe 
and Kavous Monadjemi. A special bounty was the 
privilege of hearing pioneers Vern Zuelsdorff, and Beth 
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and Frederick Laws, both Knights of Baha'u'llah, tell 
of some of their experiences along with slide illustra
tions. 

Many of those attending commented that the school 
was a deeply rewarding experience. 

BahO"( House of Worship 

Daily Visiting HQurs 
10:00 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Sunday Devotions 
3 to 3:30 p.m. 

Sunday Public Meetings 
3:45 p.m. 

At the Northwest Bahd'i SUmmer School held in June, 1969 in the State of Washington. In the front row are (centeT from left) 
John Ko!stoe and Beth and FTedericK Laws. Knights of Bahd'u't1dh. who pioneered in AfTica. Vern Zuelsdorff is in th.e back TOW 
on the lett. He pioneered in Mexico and Central America. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States, as a news 
organ reporting current activities of the Baha'i world community, 

BAHA'i ~EWs is edited hy an annuall:y appointed Editorial Committee: IVlrs. Sylvia Parmelee. Managing Editor; Mrs. Eunic:e 
Braun, International Editor; Miss Charlotte Lin1oot, National Spiritual Assembly Representative: Mr. Rex.ford C. Parmelee. 

Material must be received by the twenty-fifth 01 the second month preceding date of issue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Offic:e, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091, U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Center, 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette. IlHnois. U.S.A. 60091. 
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The Universal House of Justice Announces 

Contracts for Panama Temple 
JOYFULLY ANNOUNCE AWARD FOUR MAJOR CONTRACTS TOTAL· 
LING FOUR HUNDRED SIXTY THREE THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED 
EIGHTY FOUR DOLLARS ERECTION SUPERSTRUCTURE PANAMA 
TEMPLE. URGE ENTIRE WORLD COMMUNITY FOCUS PRAYERS DEDI· 
CATE RESOURCES RAPID COMPLETION HISTORIC PROJECT GLORY 
BAHA'U'LLAH. 

The above cablegram from the Universal Howe of Justice ad
dressed to all National Spiritual Assemblies was dated October 22, 
1969. 

50th Anniversary of 'Abdu'I-Baha' 5 Tablet to the Hague 
December 19, 1969 will mark the fiftieth anniversary of 'Abdu'l

Baha's 'Tablet to the Central Organization for a Durable Peace at 
the Hague. "There is not one soul whose conscience does not 
testify that in this day there is no more important matter in the 
world than that of Universal Peace," the tablet states. 'Abdu'l
Baha praised the members of the Organization as "pioneers 
among the well-wishers of the world of humanity." It is hoped 
that the friends will be able to observe this anniversary in some 
way that will boost their proclamation of the message of peace 
bi-ought by Baha'u'llah. An article on the Tablet to the Hague 
will appear in the Winter issue of WORLD ORDER magazine; it will 
also be published in a pamphlet by the Baha'i Publishing Trust. 

DECEMaER 1969 
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Let There Be Light 
On October 8, 1969, the Mayor of Wilmette, Kenneth 

Santee, threw a switch which turned on the new exteri
or floodlighting system at the Baha'i House of Worship 
in Wilmette_ Alongside the Mayor waS the Secretary of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the 
United States, Glenford E. Mitchell. 

Observing the historic ceremony were officials of the 
Village of Wilmette representing education, police, fire 
department, recreation, planning and other village de
partments. In addition there were representatives of 
the manufacturers and installers of the new lighting 
system. Baha'is from the National Baha'i Center were 
also present at the event which took place at the 
entrance walk to the House of Worship. 

The ceremony was opened by the prayer for mankind 
read by Miss Gloria Woodson. This was followed with a 
short talk on the significance of the occasion by Glen
ford E. Mitchell and then remarks by the Mayor of 
Wilmette, who expressed the pride of the Village of 
Wilmette in having the world-famous Baha'i House of 
Worship in its area. 

The photograph shown indicates the effectiveness of 
the new flood lights which have five times the intensity 
of the old and yet use less electric current. At the time 
the picture was taken the cleaning of the dome, first 
told of in the October BAHA'i: NEWS, had been complet
ed. The level immediately below. known as the cleres
tory. was cleaned before winter set in, with the balance 
of the structure scheduled to be done next summer. The 
dome has also been coated with a colorless acrylic 
sealer which should help to maintain its present ap
pearance for a period of years. 
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Dr. Muhdjir be1ng met by Intercontinental Board of Cou-nsello1's, Auxiliary Board membeTs and believeTs from Venezuela, Co
lumbia, Ecuador.. Peru and Bolivia at airport in Quito, Ecuador fOT International Conference. 

Five Andean Countries Host Counsellors' Conference 
Hand of the Cause of God Dr. Muhajir and the 

Continental Board of Counsellors for South America 
were meeting in Bolivia when news reached them that 
the National Spiritual Assem bly of Ecuador had set the 
goal of 9,000 new believers to be reached before the 
Bolivian Continental Conference to be held in August, 
1970. Thus Quito, Ecuador was chosen as the site of an 
international conference of the five Andean countries 
which was then being considered by the Hand of the 
Cause and the Counsellors in their deliberations. On 
August 8-11 representatives of Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, 
Colombia and Venezuela; Auxiliary Board members 
Leonor Porras, Habib Rezvani, Peter McLaren and 
Charles Hornby: believers from many communities in 
Ecuador in addition to Hand of the Cause Dr. Muhajir 
and Continental Board of Counsellors members Donald 
Witzel and Athas Costas met in Quito for an intensive 
program of consultation and planning on teaching the 

masses on a . 'large scale", proclamation of the Faith, 
and Baha'i education. 

Teaching Plan Initialed 

Several believers responded to the call for interna
tional traveling teachers, and ultimately Raid Pavon 
and Jerry Bagley of Ecuador were committed to a total 
of more than two months' assistance to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Peru, interrupting their own 
expansion plan to help initiate a large scale effort 
beginning the first part of September in Peru. If plans 
materialize, at least two neophytes in mass conversion 
will come back to Ecuador from Peru for further 
experience in expansion and consolidation. 

Ground work for the pooling of teaching materials 
from the various Latin American countries was laid. 
Doris de SanChez, who had traveled the mountain rQads 
to Quito from Bogota. Co]ombia by bus with the veteran 
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Brazilian pioneer, Olavo Rovaes, related the success 
that they had had there with regular Saturday classes 
for children for the past three years, to the extent that 
several children of less than fifteen years of age are 
prepared to teach and two have made a trip to other 
cities and conducted public meetings. Ecuador 
anxiously awaits her return in December to help train 
youth educators, 

The Importance of Winnin9 the Indians 

The Proclamation Committee of the conference 
placed particular emphasis on the development of well 
organized correspondence courses for inquirers and 
Baha'i deepening. Patricia Conger outlined Ecuador'S 
plans for using this medium for proclamation. Dr. 
Muhajir mentioned that 600 people have entered the 
Faith in India through their correspondence course. He 
also encouraged the national representatives to develop 
plans for reaching the black people in their areas as 
well as the Indians. Shoghi Effendi often spoke of the 
Indian and Negro in connection with mass conversion 
in Latin America. 

Dr. Muhajir said: "The Master has mentioned 120 
countries in His Divine Plan, but He has chosen the 
Indian people and emphasized that we should teach 
them and we should give them special attention. The 
beloved Guardian wrote in 1946 when there was only 
one regional national spiritual assembly for all of Latin 
America: 'A special effort should be exerted to secure 
the unqualified adherence of members of some of these 
tribes to the Faith, their subsequent election to its 
councils, and their unreserved support of the organized 
attempts that win have to be made in the future by the 
projected national assemblies for the large scale con
version of the Indian races to the Faith of 
Baha'u'llilh.' " 

The Hand pointed out that the first steps of these 
instructions of the Guardian have been carried out: the 
projected national spiritual assemblies were elected in 
1961' contact has been made with many tribes and 
som~ have been enrolled in the Faith; they have been 
elected to local and national spiritual assemblies (each 
of the national spiritual assemblies of the five countries 
represented has Indian members). "But," he said, "the 
'large scale conversion of the Indian races to the Faith' 
is still missing, and that is the purpose of this confer· 
ence." 

Mobilization after the Conference 

The active Ecuadorian teachers in the indigenous 
field were mobilized almost immediately after the con
ference and moved south, "like an army" as Raul 
Pavon later said, into the province of Azuay and the 
city of Cuenca for the National Spiritual Assembly's 
planned "week of expansion." 

Each morning the twenty or more partiCipants gath
ered to divide into teams and be assigned their areas, 
and to turn in their reports and lists of Baha'is found 
the day before. The surprising thing for everyone was 
that many of the new believers were not indigenous but 
white campesinos (country people). By the end of the 
week these devoted "soldiers" had a happy report to 
send to the Universal House of Justice, and for the first 
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Summer School of Ecuador, of 494 new believers in the 
province of Azuay. 

Summer School Sparks Youth Participation 

Counsellor Donald R. Witzel, Auxiliary Board mem
ber Charles Hornby and seventy other Baha'is partici
pated in the summer school, twenty·two of them youth. 
The youth promptly organized, mapped out their teach
ing plans and raised funds. And thus two more startling 
events took place before astonished eyes: the vigorous 
activity of Baha'i youth and particularly of young 
women of Latin America, who must join their coura· 
geous sisters in other continents in service to Bah6.
'u'llah as anticipated by the beloved Guardian. The 
Universal House of Justice answered a cable from the 
summer school as follows: 

DELIGHTED NEWS EXPANSION AZUAY SUCCESS 
SUMMER SCHOOL. 
PRA YlNG ATTAINMENT ALL GOALS LOVING REGARDS. 

For the Ecuadorian National Spiritual Assembly and 
the believers, this was just the beginning of a year-long 
expansion program to attain the goal of 9,000 new 
Baha'is by the Continental Conference next August, and 
at the same time persist with consolidation in order to 
have seventy-five indigenous local spiritual assemblies 
next RiQvan, including those gained in previous years. 

During all these activities in Indian teaching, the city 
of Cuenca was not neglected. Provincial and Federal 
authorities were advised of the Indian teaching activi
ties, a public meeting was held at the Chamber of 
Commerce which was attended by all seventy believers 
from the summer school and some eighty inquirers, 
who heard an excellent presentation of Baha'i teach
ings by Ing. Ramon Armas of Guayaquil. There was 
also newspaper, radio and T.V. coverage. 

Participants in a two-day teaching institute held by th.e Baha'i 
community ot Nicaragua in Managua. AuriHary Board mem· 
ber Rodrigo TDmas assisted in. the teaching i.nstitute, al.ong 
with: severa[ students who had been chosen fOT this event. 
Subjects developed included The Dawn-BTeaKeTs, BIlh.ci'u'Ulih, 
'Abdu'j·Baha, The Covenant, and Administrafion. 



New Center Dedicated in Japan 
Tomikawa. a remote farming village along the south

ern coast of Hokkaido, Japan, was the scene of some 
unusual activities August 23-24, when the newly built 
Baha'i Center was dedicated. The beautiful location is 
high on a hill overlooking the town and valley below_ 
About 100 Bah-a'is were present, many coming from the 
main island of Honshu_ A youth conference was held 
the day beto re the dedication and a one and a half -day 
summer school followed the dedication ceremonies. 
Local Baha'is gave talks on subjects such as Giving to 
the Fund. Baha'i Administration, and History of the 
Faith. For some it was the first time they had ever 
spoken before a large gathering. This picture, taken in 
front of the Baha'i Center, shows Continental Board of 
Counsellors member RUhu'llah Mumtazi and Auxiliary 
Board members Hideya Suzuki and Kazutomo Umegae 
sitting at the left of the woman holding the Greatest 
Name. 

Th.is picture shows AuxHiuT1,I Board membeT Kazutomo Ume_ 
gae speaking. Mr. Umegae is Of Ainu ancestry. He and his 
father, Mr. MOritake, an Ainu vill.a.ge chief. were in the fif'st 
group of Ainu in Hokkaido to accept th.e Faith in 1961. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

SOME ANSWERED QUESTIONS 
BY 'ABDU'L.BAHA 
Collected and translated by Laura Clifford Barney. 
1964 edition, 350 pp., index 

Review by Annamarie Honnold 

Some Answered Questions is unique in all religious 
literature. It contains the answers, authentic and ap
proved, to questions a western pilgrim asked of the Son 
of a Manifestation of God. Here, 'Abdu'l-Baha, eldest 
Son of Baha'u'l12ih, Prophet-Founder of the Baha'i 
Faith, explains numerous subjects which troubled man 
in 1908 and which remain unresolved in the mind of 
contemporary man. 'Abdu'l-Baha communicates with 
authority - the very quality society both shuns and 
seeks. 

A great variety of questions find answers; perplexing 
Biblical passages, explanations. To mention but a few: 
What is man? Is theTe a God? How can we know the 
Creator? Can God talk with men? What is meant by the 
Trinity? How can one understand the «Return" prom
ised by the Prophets? What is meant by "Thou art 
Peter~ and upon this rock I will build my church"? 
What of immortaHty, free witt. healing, reincarnation? 
Why follow the authority Of the Word of God given 
throug h a Divine Spoke sm an? 

The Master's IlTired Moments" 

The chapters actually consist of j'table talks" be
tween 'Abdu'l-Baha and Laura Clifford Barney. Admit
tedly, these fell during His "tired moments"-between 
periods of work. These informal discussions "took place 
during the difficult years, 1904-1906, when He was con
fined to the city of 'Akka by the Turkish government 
and permitted to receive only a few visitors. At the 
time He was under constant threat of removal to a 
distant desert confinement." Yet, Laura Barney was 
permitted several visits - and thanks to her prodigious 
efforts, we benefit as well. 

Laura Barney was keen to have these precious ses
sions recorded accurately - one of IAbdu'I-Baha's 
sons-in-law or a member of His secretariat was always 
asked to be present. Later 'Abdu'l-Baha read the tran· 
scriptions, "Sometimes changing a word or a line with 
His reed pen. then signed and stamped each one with 
His seal." Miss Barney then translated the talks into 
English. Finding the answers exceedingly valuable, she 
lelt impelled to ask permission to publish, that others 
might share her spiritual treasure. In 1908, the book 
was "published simultaneously in French, English and 
Persian." Even the Master must have been pleased 
with the results foc He is known to have referred other 
pilgrims to it. [Note George Latimer, The Light of the 
World, 1920.] Excerpts were subsequently published in 
smal! booklets: Some Christian Subjects (London 1946) 
and Christ's Promise Fulfilled (Wilmette, 1954), with an 
introduction by George Townshend, then Canon of St. 

Patrick's Cathedral, Dublin. 
Although it is over sixty years since this book was 

first published, this Baha'i classic will prove a most 
gratifying discovery for the many new Baha'is and for 
religious scholars. Small wonder that it is even now in 
its eighth English edition. The publications have 
changed only in minor ways. The book still contains 
Miss Barney's 1907 introduction. In addition the reader 
win find an excellent table of contents - for conveni· 
ence, "talks" aTe compiled in orderly fashion, a second 
introduction with a brief history of the Baha'i Faith, a 
publisher's preface, and most important of all, an 
excellent index. Even the jacket is an invitation to seek 
the wisdom of the Master, 'Abdu'l-Baha, Who 'tbreak_ 
fasted at the home of the Treasurer of the United 
States" and spoke to a scientific organization at the 
invitation of Alexander Graham Bell and of Whom 
Stanford University's President said that I'He trod the 
'my stic way with practical feet.' n 

1 nrerpreter of the Word 

A glance at the table of contents reveals a fraction of 
the vast scope of the Teachings of Baba'u'llah for a 
new world order. These the Master had to interpret to 
His contemporaries. This was accomplished without 
invalidating ancient religious truths which were essen
tial to man's well-being. Listed in five divisions, the 
chapters often begin with a question. A few highlights 
follow. 

Part I concerns itself, logically enough, with Uthe 
influence of the Prophets in the evolution of humanity." 
If this comes as a surprise to the reader, he should 
acquaint himself with Arnold Toynbee's A Study of 
History as well as with his book review of Ninian 
Smart's The Religious Experience of Mankind (The 
New York Times Book Review, February 9, 1969). 
Toynbee writes, "It is a history of mankind centered on 
religion, not on war and politics . . .• and not on 
economics .... " He continues by saying that "As 
recent as, say, sixty years ago. the writing of this book 
would have been impossible." This, because of igno
rance, prejudice and animosity. But 'Abdu'l·Baha was 
no ordinary mortal - more than sixty years ago He 
knew the impact of religion on history. 

The Light of Rea,on 

In Part I basic concepts ace considered in the light of 
reason. Some Answered Questions begins with an essay 
on universal law as found in nature and proceeds to the 
proofs of the existence of God Himself. The reader is 
then introduced to the need of a Divine Educator. A 
number of these Teachers, beginning with Abraham are 
discussed in the light of Their accomplishments. From 
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such Souls men obtain their only real wealth. But to 
find, the seeker must have certain qualities. Strange as 
it may seem, he must be free of both love and hatred 
for hUman beings - love and hatred can prevent rec~ 
ognition of the truth. 

Chrislian Subjeds 

As a western pilgrim was questioning 'Abdu'l-Baha 
it is understandable that the approach is Judaic-Chris~ 
tian, Part II deals with Christian subjects which to
day require clarification. Within modern Christianity 
the rational mind faces stumbling blocks. A number of 
these are surmounted: religious symbolism, the con
cept of the Holy Spirit, baptism. the Trinity, and the 
"return" or second coming of Christ. 'Abdu'l-Baha 
sings the praises of Christ Who "hurt no one." In our 
time with Christianity divided into hundreds of sects, 
with the ecumenical movement spreading and papal 
authority questioned, the Master reminds us that" .. 
the instructions of Christ are one thing, and the man
ner of the Papal government is quite another: they do 
not agree." 

The Manileslalion 01 God 

In Part III we are introduced to rational explanations 
of that little understood Being, the Prophet or Manifes
tations of God on earth. The chapter on "The Divinity 
Can Only Be Comprehended Through the Divine Mani
festations" is convincingly presented. "Verily that 
which surrounds is greater than the surrounded and 
the surrounded cannot contain that by which' it is 
surrounded, nor comprehend its reality. II l'Minds are 
powerless to comprehend God ... " " ... Divine Beings 
... are the true mirrors of the sanctified Essence of 
God." He recognizes, of course, both the human and 
spiritual conditions of the Divine Manifestation. Fur
thermore, He speaks of two classes of Prophets: the 
independent Lawgiver such as Moses, Jesus, Or Baha
'u'llah, Who is fallowed; and the dependent promot
ers - an Isaiah or a Jeremiah - who are followers. 

The 510lion of Man 

Part IV, on the other hand, discusses aspects of the 
ordinary human being, again little Wlderstood. Here is 
ample opportunity to discover who man is and where 
he is gOing. Speaking of the modification of the species, 
we learn that ". . man . . . gradually grew and 
developed. and passed from one form to another, from 
one shape to another, until he appeared with this 
beauty and perfection, this force and this power." Some 
eyebrows may be raised on reading that H ••• from the 
beginning of man's existence he is a distinct species." 
Notwithstanding Darwin's theory of the nineteenth cen
tury, 'Abdu'l-Baha stated unequivocally that "Man was 
always a distinct species, a man, not an animal." 

As for man and His God, the Master waxes eloquent 
on the impossibility of man comprehending the essence 
of His Creator. "Knowing God.. means the compre
hension and the knowledge of His attributes, and not of 
His Reality." The importance of recognizing the Mani
festation is made abundantly clear: " ... if man attains 
to the knowledge of the Manifestations of God, he will 
attain to the knowledge of God; and if he be neglectful 
of the knowledge of the Holy Manifestation, he will be 
bereft of the knowledge of God." Man while on earth is 
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granted a degree of free will, even while he is a captive 
in the m igh ty hand of God. 

The materials in the final section of the book are a 
rewarding miscellany of subjects reflecting the Wide 
interests of the compiler. Whether concerned with prac
tical problems of strikes or the theory of pantheism, the 
answers are persuasive. Somehow one senses that God 
supplies man - unready and unwilling though he be
with a remedy for his problems, long before he is even 
aware that he has a serious problem. Today we have a 
growing crime rate; we hear cries for law and order. 
Long ago The Master urged us to .eeducate the masses 
... " and to apply justice. Said He, e' ... the communi
ties must think of preventing crimes, rather than of 
rigorously punishing them." 

In our time when humanitarianism and humanism 
are better understood than Divinity, it challenges our 
thinking to read, c' ... if to the knowledge of God is 
jOined the love of God, and attraction, ecstasy, and 
goodwill, a righteous action is then perfect and com
plete. Otherwise, though a good action is praiseworthy, 
yet if it is not sustained by the knowledge of God, the 
love of God, and a sincere intention, it is imperfect." 
Might this not hold the key to a seCUre man and a 
stable society? Inner worlds lie waiting to be con
quered - as 'Abdu'l-Baha states, "'Man is in the high
est degree of materiality, and at the beginning of 
spirituality. . . ." 

The Perleel Teacher 

Throughout this unusual book the reader is impressed 
with the knowledge and character of the Master. With a 
wisdom gleaned from His Father, cAbdu'I-Baha had no 
formal education. He was both practical and spiritual. 
He spoke of what was feasible. Kind at every turn, sure 
of the perfect way, He could yet say, "We do not oppose 
anyone's ideas, nor do we approve of criticism." Here, 
simply, without poetry or oratory, He patiently~ COn

scientiously taught one eager seeker - and thus will 
reach thousands today and millions tomorrow around 
the globe. He educated the whole man, telling us uwe
need an educator who will be at the same time a 
material, human, and spiritual educator .... " Studying 
the book we realize that He Himself - interpreting the 
Word of Baha'u'llah - was indeed such an educator. 

Some Answered Questions is intended for the search· 
er with an open mind. The answers are unorthodox. 
The book will appeal to man's reaSon rather than to his 
emotion. While it will enlighten the thinker who has a 
religious background, it will prove a stimulus to the 
agnostic and to the atheist. Its chapters emphasize 
man's personal belief rather than his social behavior. 

The book requires reflection - then it becomes water 
for the thirsting soul. cAbdu'I-Baha declares, "Happy 
are those who spend their days in gaining knowledge, 
in discovering the secrets of nature, and in penetrating 
the subtleties of pure truthl Woe to those ... who have 
wasted their lives!" And elsewhere, "Blessed are those 
who reflect!" 

Due to Some Answered Questions, Laura Barney is 
well remembered by Shoghi Effendi, Guardian of the 
Baha'i Faith, in God Passes By, for hers was indeed an 
"imperishable service" when she collected and trans
mitted to posterity the "priceless explanations'l she 
received from the Master Himself. 
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Southern California Summer School 
For the second consecutive ycar, the Summer School 

was heJd at Camp Osceola high in the San Bernardino 
mountains. There 192 full-time and 132 part-time stu
dents, for a total of 324, filled the school facilities to 
near capacity during the week of July 4th. This repre
sented an increase in attendance more than double that 
of the previous year. 

As before. classes were organized on three broad 
levels: for childl'cn, youth, and adults. Children's class~ 
es were divided into four levels for ages 4 to 11, plus an 
additional class for junior youth (ages 12 to 14). Youth 
classes (ages 15 to 21) were held separately. or SOme
times, in conjunction with adult classes. 

Children's classes covered the subjects: "The Heroic 
Age of the Baha'i Faith," "Baha'i Obligations," and 
"Baha'i Justice," as presented in the Advisory Com~ 
mittee on Education Lesson Plans. youth classes were 
centered around the topics: "Faith in Action" given 
jointly for youth and adults, and "Youth for One 
World" reflecting the role of youth in the unfoldment of 
the World Order of Baha'u'llah. Adult classes included: 
"Faith in Action," a participation course; "The Growth 
of the Baha'i Community," in the light of Shoghi 
Effendi's writings; "The Renewal of Character," an 
exploratory class in spiritual psychology; "Open For
urn," a free discussion period; "The Creative Word,!! a 
discussion of Baha'u'llah's Writings; and "Teaching 
Techniques," a panel discussion focused on teaching 
youth and minorities, and deepening within the com
munity. 

Evening programs featured a series of lectures on 
"The Great Religions," recreational events, and spe
cial presentations given by guest speakers, including: 
Mrs. William Sears, Dr. Firuz Kazernzadeh, and Mr. 
Poova Murday. 

The high point 01 the program was the visit by Hand 
of the Cause Mr. William Sears, who showed slides of 
the Holy Land and spoke to the School on the bounties 
of !'1erving the Cause through pioneering. Mr. Sears 
personally welcomed four new dec1arants into the Faith 
at the School. 

At the Southll?Tn California Baha'i Su.mmer Sch.ool 

Minneapolis Learns "The Promised One Has Come" 
The Baha'i Community of Minneapolis, Minnesota, 

has launched a Proclamation program, using the 
theme "The Promised One Has Come." Letters have 
been sent to 1500 clergyman in the city and suburbs 
quoting from the Baha'i Writings, and offering the took 
The Proclamation of Bahc:i'u'Uc:ih. So far about 25 have 
responded requesting the book. 

To reach the leaders of the Negro Community, "An 
Open Letter to the Leaders of the Black Commtulity" 
was inserted as a paid ad in the leading Negro newspa
per. This letter also quoted from the Baha'i Writings. In 
addition, a weekly ad appears in this same newspaper, 
using the same theme but a different message each 
week. 

Plans are in the making for reaching the Indian 
Community, clubs, high school groups and business 
men. 

A very attractive chart was designed and put togeth
er by one of the friends and was on display in the main 
hall of Coffman Union at the University of Minnesota~ 

Another portable display of contemporary design has 
been made with· pictures of the four Baha'i Temples 
and HThe Seven Candles of Unityl1 in bold black letters. 
It is hoped that this display may be used in many 
places in the city and surrounding area. 

To augment the Baha'i Fund some of the friends 
have given time on weekends to cut firewood to sell. A 
pot~luck supper was recently held to which only Baha'is 
were allowed to contribute. 

There have been sixteen declarations during the 
summer months, seven of them at one recent fireside 
meeting. 

FraJ'"er sessions for the success of the Proclamation 
effort are held at regular intervals. 
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Vidories in Salt Lake Cpunly, Utah 
The Baha'i Center in Salt Lake County, Utah (see 

BAHA'i NEWS, October 1969, p. 21) serves as a focal 
point for believers and inquirers and attracts a steadily 
growing stream of new people. One room is set aside 
for reading and another. the living room, serves as a 
"coffee house" open five days a week. Providing the 
intimacy and informality which young people like, it is 
the scene of many firesides. 

The Baha'is have started regular classes for those 
wishing deeper study of the Faith, the sessions covering 
the major Figures of the Faith, its laws and adminis
tration. 

A summer institute held over Labor Day weekend 
a ttracted thirty-five Job Corps members from Clear
field, several of whom have since declared. The Baha'is 
in the area find ample opportunity to meet often with 
these young men, who come from all over the United 
States~ to become acquainted and to take them to 
Baha'i gatherings. 

W orl d Peace Day - U.S.A. 
Theme: "Youth - Builders of a New World" 
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A "Baha'i Proclamation Day" was initiated in Sep
tember 1959 to commemorate the first mention of the 
Baha'i Faith in America, September 23, 1893. Since 1960 
the day has been known as World Peace Day to spread 
the recognition of America's spiritual destiny to raise 
the standard of peace in the world. Because the United 
States Baha'i Community is this year observing Youth 
Year - with its overall theme nYouth for One World" 
World Peace Day was dedicated to the youth of th~ 
world. Among the many World Peace Day reports were 
the follOwing accounts: 

"Give Peace A Chance" 

About 200 people - most of them young, - attended 
the observance sponsored by the Baha'is of Winston
Salem, North Carolina. The program, which had as its 
theme "Give Peace A Chance," was held at the North 
Carolina School of the Arts. It started with folk songs 
after which Mike McCandles told the purpose of World 
Peace Day~ Mamie Johnson recited a prayer for unity, 
and several students from the Arts school performed 
and gave talks. Ralph Eanes, associate pastor of Burk
head United Methodist Church spoke emphasizing the 
need for love and unity, and said, "Unless this world 
that is shrunk and full of people can learn to live 
together, we will die." Jack Guillebeaux, vice chair
man of the Ashevine Baha'i Assembly, gave the basic 
teachings of the Faith and told the audience that the 
Faith offers answers to individual and world problems. 

A Happy Report 

The Baha'is of Ogden, Utah were joyous in their 
report of the Day's successful activities in a place 
which has heretofore been difficult, but where barriers 
are perceptibly breaking down. A meeting was held 
with the best attendance yet and the Day's activities 
were climaxed with songfest and dance - a happy way 
in which to mark hopes for world peace. 

Perseverance is the Secret 

A color slide program on the Holy Land was most 
favorably received at the observance sponsored by the 
Fresno J. D. (California) Community and its goal 
community of San Joaquin. The presentation was made 
by Mrs. Vera Longyear of Bakersfield. During the 
discussion following the presentation, one of the visitors 
remarked «I haven't seen a program of sUdes on the 
Holy Land sO thorough." He was interested to know 
where Mrs. Longyear did her research, and to learn 
that she had been to the Holy Land on pilgrimage. 
Another comment made during the discussion was "the 
people in this area (San Joaquin) are hungry for the 
Baha'i Faith." 

At the close of the meeting, the guests were invited to 
attend a special fireside the next night. Twenty-seven 
people~ nineteen of whom were not Baha'is and mainly 
American Indians, attended this fireSide at which Gary 
Clegg of Healdsburg presented a slide program on 
"The Indian Spirit, Its Prophecies, Its Fulfillment in 
Baha'u'lhlh!" Mr. John Cripe, of the Fresno J. D., said 
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GoveTnOT Lester G. Maddox of Geo-rgia signs the fifth wo,.ld Peace Day P'I"oclamation to be obtained by the Baha'is of Georgia. 
Observing aTe: Left to right seated: Miss Bunny Belsky of Symrna. and GoverRor Maddox. Standing: (first TOW) Miss Jovce 
Hatch., Greenville, NOTth CaTolina; John Haynes, DeKalb, Dr, Leon Keon. MiUedgevWe, Curtis Montgomery and MTS. Faith 
BT'Ouh4Td. North Fulton County; an unidentified Youth; M1's. Marion Hatch. Atranta, and Miss Gig;: Stevenson. Milledgeville. 
Second TOW: Phit BTeitenbucher, DeKalb; an unidentified woman; Mrs. MarHe Stevenson (hidden by Dr. Koen). Mrs. Taube Slate, 
Cobb County. Mrs. Leola Riley, Union City. Greg EileTS, Cobb County. Ben L. WeH, Sm]{Tna. and Gene Stevenson, Milledgeville. 

World Peace Day cont. 

~jWe are beginning to see five years of prayer and work 
with the American Indians in this area produce very 
beautiful results." He concluded by saying: "We think 
one of the secrets is don't give up; Baha'u'llah will do 
the rest. t. 

Weekend 01 Non-Stop Teaching 

A World Peace Day program with approximately one 
hundred persons attending was the climax of a highly 
successful weekend of non-stop teaching and proclama
tion by the Baha'is of Omaha, Nebraska. Featured 
speaker for the occasion was Miss Linda Marshall. 

Upon arrival Friday, Miss Marshall was rushed to 
newspaper and television interviews, then to a forty
five minute radio program, at the close of which listen
ers were invited to phone in questions. Later that 
evening there was a well attended fireside. 

Early Saturday, there were press interviews and an 
appearance for Miss Marshall in Lincoln. That evening 
the place for the "Glad Tidings" was an Omaha coffee
house where teenagers responded with great enthusi
asm. 

Sunday'S World Peace Day meeting was scheduled in 
a room accommodating fifty people. When the guests 
filled the space to capacity the gathering was joyfully 
moved to a larger room in the basement. For many this 
was t!leir first discovery of the Faith. Among the guests 
was a group of Bible students who kept the question 
period lively. The meeting finally adjourned to a fire· 
side where a score of eager listeners continued to learn 
of the Faith. 

Opens New Center 

A gathering of approximatelY one hundred Baha'is, 
including Hand of the Cause William Sears, and friends 
attended the commemoration of World Peace Day 
sponsored by the Baha'is of Desert J. D. in coopel'ation 
with the Palm Springs, California Baha'i Community, 

Panelists discussing the theme "Youth-Builders of a 
New World" were Mr. and Mrs. Bob Garlington, Los 
Angeles: Miss Georgia Sanchez. Los Angeles; Charles 
Rhodes, Los Angeles; Reed Chandler, Palm Desert; 
Paul Bourque, Palm Desert; James Clayton, El Cajon, 
with Robert Hatcher of Altadena as moderator. 
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A stimulating discussion on the topic "Peace?" was presented 
by Jour panelists at the World Peace Day obseranee spon~ 
sOTed by the Baha'is of Batavia, Illinois. Members of the panel 
weTe: (from left to right) Porter French, fOTmE!'T Congrega
tional ministe-r; Anfhony Donat, lawyer and tonner member 
oj the Batavia Plan CommisSion; Harvey Bos, director oj the 
Mid-County Area Vocational High SchOOl; and Robert Phil
lips, Youth and Student Activities, National Ba'ui'i Center. 
Mrs. Sigfrid Johnson (center) was the moderatoT. 

Panelists JOT the World Peace Day observance spons01'ed by 
the Baha'is oj Mesa. Arizona. aTe (seated from left to right) 
Faithe Seot« of the Pima Indian Reservation, and Ann Shutko; 
(standing from lett to right) moderator Seymour Malkin and 
WWie Robertson. PiduT'ed on the .ride is Miss Sharon Patter
son, president oj the Ju.nior Achievers of the United. States, oj 
Phoenix. 

Musical interludes were provided by Don Reed, Tony 
Driver and Kenton Dunbar. 

World Peace Day was the climax of a week of 
proclamation as a result of which Desert Hot Springs 
was opened as a new center. 

Proclamations 

World Peace Day proclamations were signed by gov
ernors of ten States: Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Illi
nois, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Michigan, Missouri, 
North Dakota; and by mayors of six cities: Mesa, 
Arizona; Fresno and Whittier, California; Collinsville, 
Illinois; Baton Rouge, Louisiana; Stoughton, Wisconsin. 

Other Observance. 

Reports have been received that many additional 
ways of marking World Peace Day were used in other 
localities. These include: picnics, potluck dinners, re
ceptions, firesides. The communities which observed 
the Day in some way number over seventy in twenty
eight States. 

II 

Mayor Cooper signs the World Peace Day Proclamation 1m
the Baha'is of Stoughton, Wisconsin. During the visit with 
Mayor Cooper the Baha'is presented the Mat/or with a copy of 
The Proclamation of Baha'u'l1ah, which he accepted with 
gratitude and interest. 

Miss Linda Marsh-aU, featured speaker at the World Peace 
Day obsil?rvance in Omaha, Nebro.sKa, greets friends. 
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Mayor W. W. Dumas presentS" WOTld Peace Day PTodamation 
to Bahri'is oj Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

In Observance of World Peace Day 

Children Observe Holy Day 

DECEMBER 1969 

MayoT Sarah. P. Tn'll tor (center) of Fishkin, N ew York~ 
receives a copy of The Proclamation 01 Baha'u'l1ah from Mr$, 
Constance Nenni (l€ft) and MTS. Joanne Solicetto (right) as 
part of the World Peace Day observance sponsored by the 
FishkHt Bahd'i Commu.nity. 

Ch.ildren of Van Nuys, California who participated in a Holy Day program early this 
year, The little girl in costume pe-rformed a. Persian dance; there WeTe Baha'i Song'8, 

prayers and a story about Bahd'-u'Ucih's Declaration. 
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Spiritual Assem~tll of the Baha'is of Mallaguez, Puerto Rico, 
formed. at R~vcin 1969. With th.em are: Continental Board 
CounseHoT from Merico, Mrs. Carmen Burafato (front, second 
from right) and Jade McCants of the United States National 
Spiritual Assembly (-reaT, .second from ~eft). Members of th.e 
Assembly, [eft to right: Elipidio Arcnya de Jesus, Felix Ponce 
t.apOTOSO (third jrom left), Norma Sunni DaVar, corTes. 
se'C1'"etaTlI: Luis Santaliz; Sylvia Centeno George, recording 
secretary; Gilbert Camacho; Alice Morgan Burke, chairman; 
Tom Burke, treasurer; Milton Rivera Seputveda (extreme 
right), 

Assemblies formed: 
Puerto Rico. Eire. Honduras 

First Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is' of Dun Laoghaire', Co. 
Dublin, Erie. jormed Ri4;lvan 1969. Left to right, front: Mahin 
Setidvash, Rustim Sefidvash, May Bowers, Vit..'ien Watson. 
Rear: Adib Taherzadeh, Margaret Magin, Joseph Watson, 
Roberta Strain, Andrew Wortley. 
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Members 0/ the National Spirituaf A~sembly of the Bahri'is of 
Honduras, elected at Rir;ivan 1969. Left to right, Tear; Wanita. 
George, secretary; Dale Sine!.a.tr. chai.rman; Ju.lie Ruhe. 
OHnda Sierra, corresponding secreUlrll; JeTe McKinney, POr
viz Rouhani; front: Christopher Rune" Rene Sanchez, vice 
chairman; Carlos Na.squez, treasureT. 

News Brief 
Some 300 people attended the World Peace Day 

pUblic meeting September 21, 1969, in the Seychelles. 
The meeting, organized by the Area Teaching Commit
tee, was presided over by Harry Mussard. Three local 
Baha'is spoke on the theme "Youth - Builders of a 
New World." This was the most successful public 
function held so far in the Seychelles, with the press 
and radio giVing good publicity both before and after 
the function. 

Interest of the general public waS heightened by the 
radio broadcast in creole the evening preceding the 
public meeting. Two young Baha'is took part in the 
radio program, which was titled "Dawn of World 
Peace." Through this means the Faith was presented to 
thousands of people in all the islands forming part of 
the Seychelles Archipelago. 
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News from Nepal 

Some of the Bahd'i friends and visitors en ronte to a picnic in park near Kathmandu, Nepal. Photo at rigllt shows u prayer 
gTOUp in the sun house oj the garden. sent by Keith de Folo. 

The Thornton Chase Memorial 

At the Thornton Chase Memoria[ Service September 28, 1969 in Inglewood Park Cemetery, lnglewood, California. This is an an· 
nual observance in memory of one designated by 'Abdu'l-Bahri as the first Baha'i in America, whose grave the Master Visited 
in 1912. Readings, music, ttOth instrumental and vocal. and beautiful flowers bTOUght the spirit of Thornton Chase close to the 
200 Baha'is and friends who attended the gathering, It was followed by a social hour in It nearby park where a tree was donated 
in 1966 to the citU in memOTU oj Thornton Chase. 
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The National SpiTituat Assembly of th.e Bah.d.'is of Brazil, 
etected Ril;lvan 1969. Lett to right. front: Rolf von Czekus, 
Recording Secretary; Vivaldo Ramos; Djalal Eghra1'i, Treas
urer; and Robert MiessleT. Real': Sh.apoDT Monadjem. Chair
man; M.s. M!/1"iam Miess!er, Nationat Secretary; Mrs. Muriel 
Miessler, International Secretary; Mrs. Nylza Taetz; and 
RanUl7(1[d Taetz, Vi('e-Chah"man. 

BRAZIL 
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Dear Friends: 

No words of mine can adequately describe the joy I 
have felt upon reading the September issue of BAHA'i 
NEWS. Though I have been reading the NEWS for seven 
years, never, can I recall, has the magazine cnnveyed 
such jOy, such spirit. Perhaps it is the isolation of this 
Vietnamese experience, but even here, I have felt 
through the pages of this paper, the upsurge of a great 
lift in spiritual awakening. 

There is a new spirit settling upon the land of the 
U. S. and throughout the world and it has touched my 
soul to the core. I pray that the other American friends 
serving here have also had the bounty of reeeiving this 
wonderful publication. 

Peace be upon you and may God continue to assist 
your efforts. 

Your brother, 
Paul Vaughn 

Ninth Annual Brazilian Bana'i Convention held. in May 1969~ at Hotel Fazenda Vila FOTte, situated between Rio de JaneiTo and 
Sao Paulo. Seated in the center, just behind the small children, aTe MTs. Leonora ArmstTong, one oj the originat pioneeTs to South. 
AmeTica, and Continental BoaTd 0/ CoumeHoTs membocr Hower Dnnbl'lT, 
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Friends gathered at ~he teaching institute "Villa Rahma.t" in Riohach4, Co!.ombia. t01' the eighth. national convention in May. 
196~. 

Convention in Colombia 

Bahel'( House of Worship 

Daily Visiting Hours 
10:00 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Sunday Devotions 
3 to 3:30 p.m. 

Sunday Public Meetings 
3:45 p.m. 

Bahtf'( in the News 
Lawyers Title News for October 1969, a monthly 

publication of Lawyers Title Insurance Corporation has 
in its Illinois Edition of the magazine a three-page 
spread on the Baha'i House of Worship with two photos 
of the edifice. The article tells about the history of the 
building and its meaning. 

The CHILD'S Way 
Back Numbers Available 

You can still complete your sets of The CHILD'S 
Way for Baha'i years 118 through the first half of 126 
(April, 1961 through September 1968). The issues were 
published bimonthly. six times a year. and covered the 
subject of training programs for Baha'i teachers, non
Baha'i materials suitable to use in classes, etc. 

Price: $1.00 per set of six (please order by year) 
Send orders with check to: Mrs. Jean Hutchinson; 

1245 Shermer Avenue, Northbrook, Illinois 60062. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States. as a news 
organ reporting current activities of the Baha'i world community. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee. Managing Editor: Mrs, Eunice 
Braun, International Editor; Miss Charlotte Linfoot. National Sphitual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee. 

Material must be received by the twenty-filth of the second month preceding date of issue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Office. 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091. U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Center, 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette. Illinois. U.S.A. 60091. 
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Awakening to the Immediacy of the Challenge 
To the Baha'is of the World 
Dear Friends, 

In the worsening world situation, fraught with pain of 
war. violence and the sudden uprooting of long-estab
lished institutions, can be seen the fulfillment of the 
prophecies of Baha'u'llah and the oft-repeated warnings 
of the Master and the beloved Guardian about the 
inevitable fate of a lamentably defective social sys
tem, an unenlightened leadership and a rebellious and 
unbelieving humanity. Governments and peoples of 
both the developed and developing nations, and other 
human institutions, secular and religiOUS, finding them
selves helpless to reverse the trend of the catastrophic 
events of the day, stand bewildered and overpowered 
by the magnitude and complexity of the problems 
facing them, At this fateful hour in human history 
many, unfortunately, seem content to stand aside and 
wring their hands is despair or else join in the babel of 
shouting and protestation which loudly objects, but 
offers no solution to the woes and afflictions plaguing 
our age. 

Nevertheless a greater and greater number of 
thoughtful and fair-minded men and women are recog
nizing in the clamor of contention, grief and destruc
tion now reaching such horrendous proportions, the 
eVid'ences of Divine chastisement, and turning their 
faces towards God are becoming increasingly receptive 
to His Word. Doubtless the present circumstances, 
though tragic and awful in their immediate conse
quences, are serving to sharpen the focus on the indis
pensability of the Teachings of Baha'u'llah to the needs 
of the present age, and will provide many opportunities 
to reach countless waiting SQuls, hungry and thirsty for 
Divine guidance. 

It is these opportunities which we must seize before it 
is too late. What is needed now is the awakening of all 
believers to the immediacy of the challenge so that 
each may assume his share of the responsibility for 
taking the Teachings to all humanity. Universal parti
cipation, a salient objective of the Nine Year Plan, 
must be pressed toward attainment in every continent, 
country and island of the globe. Every Baha'i, however 

humble or inarticulate, must become intent on fulfilling 
his role as a bearer of the Divine Message. Indeed, how 
can a true believer remain silent while around US men 
cry out in anguish for truth, love and unity to descend 
upon this world? 

We all know how often the Master and the beloved 
Guardian called upon the friends to consciously strive 
to be more loving, more united, more dedicated. and 
prayerful than ever before in order to overcome the 
atmosphere of present-day society which is unlOVing, 
disunited, careless of right and wrong and heedless of 
God. "When we see the increasing darkness in the 
world today, H the Guardian's secretary wrote on his 
behalf, ,jwe can fuUy realiZe that unless the Message of 
Baha'u'llah reaches into the hearts of men and trans
forms them, there can be no peace and no spiritual 
progress in the future." 

The Nine Year Plan is the current stage in the 
achievement of that sublime 0 hj ective. It is now imper
ative for every Baha'i to set for himself individual 
teaching goals. The admonition of 'Abdu'l-Baha to lead 
at least one new soul to the Faith each year and the 
exhortation of Shoghi Effendi to hold a Baha'i fireside 
in one's home every Baha'i month are examples of 
individual goals. Many have capacities to do even 
more, but this alone will assure final and complete 
victory for the Plan. 

We call upon the friends to join with uS in prayer 
during the Feast of Sultan that we will all become sO 
imbued with zeal, courage and enthusiasm that from 
this day to the end of the Nine Year Plan nothing will 
be able to stay the victorious onward march of the 
followers of the Most Great Name. May our efforts be 
worthy of the blessings and confirmations of Baha
'u'llah. 

Boo I f WORLD CENTER 

HAIFA, ISRAEL 

NOVEMBER 16, 1969 

With loving Baha'i greetings, 
- THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
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Universal House of Justice Announces Acquisition of Important Property at Bahji 
To: National Spiritual Assemblies 

Dear Baha'i Friends, 

After several years of protracted negotiations with 
agencies of the Israel Government both in Jerusalem 
and Haifa, an important property adjacent to Bahji and 
embracing the Master's tea house has been acquired. 
On November 17th we cabled the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the United States as follows: 

''WITH GRATEFUL HEARTS ANNOUNCE SUCCESSFUL 
CONCLUSION FORMAL NEGOTIATIONS INITIATED 
NEARLY TWO DECADES AGO BY BELOVED GUARDIAN 
WITH AUTHORITIES STATE ISRAEL RESULTING 
OWNERSHIP VITALLY NEEDED PROPERTY SUR
ROUNDING 'ABDU'L-BAHA'S TEAHOUSE IMMEDIATE 
NEIGHBORHOOD MOST HOLY TOMB FOUNDER FAITH. 
ACQUISITION MUCH DESIRED LAND EXTENDING 
GARDENS BAHJI FACILITATED THROUGH EXCHANGE 
PROPERTY DEDICATED SOME THIRTY-SIX YEARS 
AGO TO HOLY TOMB BAHA'U'LLAH BY DEVOTED SER
VANT CAUSE HAJI 'ALI YAZDI (SIGNED) UNIVERSAL 
HOUSE OF JUSTICE." 

Aerial view of Ba.hji 

The successful conclusion of these negotiations ini
tiated during the lifetime of the beloved Guardian was 
made possible through the acceptance by the Govern
ment, as even exchange, of an endowment property 
given to the Faith in 1933 by the late Hilji 'Ali Yazdi. 
Th.e significance of the specific piece of land donated by 
thIS venerable soul becomes apparent when reading the 
following quotation from the HIn Memoriam" article 
about him in The Baha'i World, Volume IX: 

"He will forever be remembered, amongst other 
things, as the establisher of Baha'i endowments in the 
vicinity of 'Akka through his gift of a tract of land 
dedicated to Baha'u'llah's Holy Tomb in Bahji ... " 
It is a glowing tribute to the memory of this devoted 

servant of the Blessed Beauty that his gift should play 
such an important part in securing this valuable addi
tional safeguard for the Most Holy Tomb. 

Please also convey the news of this victory to the 
friends. 

With loving Baha'i greetings, 
- THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

BAHA'i WORLD CENTER 
HAIFA, ISRAEL 

NOVEMBER 18, 1969 
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Visit of Hand of the Cause Mr. Furutan to North America 
Through the great bounty of the Universal House of 

Justice the North American continent was recently 
blessed by the presence of dearly beloved Hand of the 
Cause of God Mr. 'Ali~Akbar Furutan. For three 
months, from June 15 to September 15, 1969, Mr. Furu
tan traveled throughout the width and breadth of this 
great continent carrying out his sacred duties as a 
Hand of the Cause of God by diffusing the Divine 
Fragrances and edifying the souls of men. 

A long Career of Service 

This devoted servant of Baha.'u'llah was born in 
Khurasan, trim, in 1905, but at the age of nine he and 
his family were forced to leave their native land 
because of religious persecution and went to 'Isllqabad. 
Russia. He attended secondary school in 'I!illqabad and 
later graduated from Moscow University with a degree 
in Psychology and Child Education. In 1930 he was 
banished back to fran because of his religious activities 
on behalf of the Baha'i Faith. On reaching iran he was 
appointed as a Baha'i teacher and sent to Adhirbayjan 
where he served four years. Then the beloved Guardi
an, Shoghi Effendi, instructed him to go to rihran to 
serve as principal of the Tarbiyat Baha'i Secondary 
School. 

In 1934 Mr. FUrUtan was elected to the first National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of tdm and continued 
to serve on that body for twenty-four years as its 
secretary. 

Mr. Furutan was appointed a Hand of the Cause by 
the Guardian in 1951 and since then has represented the 
Baha'i Faith and assisted with its activities in Austra
lia, New Zealand, Indonesia, Europe, Africa and South 
America. 

World Trip Includes North America 

His visit to the North American continent on behalf of 
the Universal House of Justice was part of an eight 

month world teaching trip. During his trip to the 
United States he visited the Baha'is in New York, N.Y.; 
Dallas, Texas; Fort Worth, Texas; Memphis, Tennes
see; Washington, D.C.; Columbia, Maryland; Seattle, 
Washington; and the National Baha'i Center at Wil
mette, lllinois. Large meetings were arranged in these 
cities for Mr. Furutan to meet and address the Baha'is 
and their friends. 

In addition he taught classes at Baha'i Schools at 
Green Acre, Eliot, Maine; Camp Dorothy WallS, Black 
Mountain" North Carolina; Davison, Michigan; and 
Geyserville, California. 

The Continental Board of Counsellors for North 
America arranged three Deepening Conferences: two in 
Alaska at Juneau and Anchorage t and one in Canada at 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, and Mr. Furutan blessed each of 
these conferences with his presence. 

While in Canada Mr. Fur-utan met with the Baha'is 
and their guests in st. Johns, Newfoundland; Vancou
ver' British Columbia; and Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 

He also taught classes at the Canadian Baha'i 
School of Laurentian, Sylvan Lake, Pacific Youth In
stitute, and attended the Continental Indian Conference 
held at Fort Qu' Appelle, Saskatchewan. 

In the field of proclamation the Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of Washington, D.C. arranged two radio 
interviews for Mr. Furutan as well as a forty-five 
minute television appearance with Mr. Glenford Mitch
ell and Mr. Norman Ross participating. 

V ... t Range of Topics Covered 

From the moment Mr. Furutan landed in New York 
until he left to Hy to Hawaii he was busy teaching the 
Cause of God. Some of the topics he spoke on were as 
follows: 

HThe Unique Character of the Divinely Ordained 
World Order of Baha'u'llah; Comparison with Hu
man Institutions. tt 

Hand 01 the Cause Mr. Funitan visits Wilmette. Lett: A consu.ltation with Glenford Mitchell. secretary 01 the National Spiritual 
Assembly 01 the Baha.'is at the United States; Right: with Hand of the CaUSE! Mr. Khadem, at right; Boord of Counsellors member 
Miss Edna True; and A'UXi1iarv Board member Mrs. JavidukP-t Khddem at left. 
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4IWhat is the Baha'i Life?" 
"The Basic Beliefs of the People of Baha" 
liThe True Meaning of the Oneness of MankindH 

uThe Meaning of Freedom" 
"Education of Baha'i Children According to the 
Spirit of Baha'i Belief." 
• 'Baha'i Concept of the Relationship Between Elders 
and Youth" 
"Consultation" 
"The Destructive Influence of Backbiting and Ego
ism on the Community" 
"The Institution of the Hands of the Cause" 

It was reported from the Halifax Deepening Confer
ence that Mr. Furutan spoke of our great bounty and 
privilege of recognizing the Supreme Manifestation and 
said that we are too close to the Apostolic Age to realize 
our bounties. He said that if we hold a book too close to 
our eyes we cannot read, we must focus to see it. 
Likewise, we are too close to the age of Baha'u'lIilh to 
realize His glory and majesty. To be a good Baha'!, our 
first duty is to obey Bahit'u'llah. Our second duty is to 
teach, to bring the healing Message to the millions of 
others who have never heard His Name. He said that 
we Baha'is are so few, but the subject is not one of 
quantity but of quality, one diamond is worth a million 
stones. ., . To teach, we should see how 'Abdu'l
Bahit taught. Teach according to the needs and beliefs 
of the hearers, otherwise it is like a doctor giving a 
prescription without an examination. Assistance of the 
Concourse on High, the power that is always in the 
atmosphere surrounding us, will come through prayers, 
devotion and the willingness to Serve. 

Mr. Furutan brought the final session of the Confer
ence to a beautiful climax, He said that Baha'i confer
ences are like universities where students come to 
learn - nobody can claim to understand fully the 
Baha'i Writings. Everything is relative and if our 
capacity at a given time is not fulfilled, the short
coming is not in the Writings, the shortcoming is in 
ourselves, Building a new world is making a new race 
of men. The most difficult thing is to change the minds, 
habits and hearts of men. This change will come about 
only through the power of the Manifestation. It is our 
individual duty to teach the Cause. And how do we 
teach? lilt is easy", he said, "just open your mouth". 

A Loving, Inspiring Teacher 

Wherever Mr. Furutan went he radiated a sweet 
humble, loving manner as he conveyed to the friends 
the teachings of Baha'u'llah. In the words of Mrs. 
Florence Mayberry, member of the Continental Board 
of Counsellors for North America: HHis manner of 
teaching is so delightful, as well as inspiring and 
educative, since he has the unique quality of drawing 
close to him in affection and attention the children as 
well as the youth and adults. His stories 50 set the 
lesson in the mind that they can never be forgotten -
and their logic never denied," 

The writer of the report from the Western Canada 
Summer School said: I.. . . the greatest bounty was 
having Hand of the Cause' Ali-Akbar Furiitan with us. 
Picture if you can Baha'is of all ages always on time 
for his classes; eager faces awaiting each word; hearty 
gales of laughter spreading happiness; bright, friendly 

JANUARY 1970 

SpeakeTs at a deepening conjuence in Juneau, Alcuku in 
September, sponsored by the Continental B04Td of Counsel
lOTS. Left to right. pont: Howard B'l'own, Peggy Ros.s, Hand. of 
the Cause 'Ali.Akbar Funltan, Florence M411ben'1l; ,-ea.,-: Rer 
Talcott, cha1.'l'Tnan jor the meeting. and Alaska Nationa:l 
Assembly membe-rs. Georgia MaisleT', Robert Moul, Donald 
Anderson. 

eyes spilling love on each other because of the spiritual 
inspiration this beloved man brought us. Picture him 
walking down the leaf-dappled paths, children holding 
each hand. or sitting on a log by the campfire. sur
rounded by the listening friends. Imagine how our 
knowledge and understanding grew because of this 
superb teacher," 

In his final session in Alaskay before continuing his 
world itinerary. Hand of the Cause Mr. Funitan gave 
deep insight into the Writings concerning the individ
ual's responsibilities in service to the Cause of God. He 
urged us, with all of his heart. to higher endeavor in 
proclaiming this blessed Cause to all of mankind. 

This North American continent will never be the 
same because of Mr. Furlitan's visit from the World 
Center of our Faith. His shining example of love and 
humility; his great wisdom and inspiration; his wit and 
personal charm will always be with us to lead us to 
greater heights of sacrifice. 

-DR. Wn.LIAM M. TUCKER 

The Passing of a Distinguished Servant of the Faith 

HAVE TODAY CABLED NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY OF SOUTH AFRICA FOLLOWING: 
"GRIEVED LEARN PASSING RUTH RANDALL 
BROWN. HER LONG LIFE DEVOTED DIS
TINGUISHED SERVICE CAUSE BAHA'U'LI.AH 
SHINING EXAMPLE ALL PIONEERS. PLEASE 
ARRANGE FITTING MEMORIAL HER BEHALF. 
CONVEY HER FAMILY OUR LOVING SYMPATHY 
ASSURANCE ARDENT PRAYERS DIVINE 
THRESHOLD PROGRESS HER SOUL.'" 

The above cablegram from the Universal House of 
Justice was received by the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'!s of the United States November 5, 
1969. 
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First Australian Conference Held by Board of Counsellors 

Above: GToup of believers who attended the confer. 
enee, called by tM Continental Board of Counsellors in 
Austra!asia, held in Melbourne November 21-23, 1969. 
This was the first conference Of its kind ever held in 
Australia and was also the first national BaM~i con~ 
terence that Melbourne7 the capita{ of Victoria." has 
staged. It was attended by Hands of the Cause, Abu'l· 
Qasim Faizi and Collis FeatheTstone~ and Counsellor" 
Thelma Perks, Howard Harwood, Sohail Alai, and 
Board members Bin Washington and John Davidson. 
Below: Mr. Faizi, left, and Mr. Featherstone on the 
platform at the conference. 

Devoted Pioneer Passes 
Mary Hotchkiss Bode, whose lifetime of pioneering 

covered three continents, passed away in Lisbon, Por
tugal October 14, 1969. On learning of this, the Univer· 
sal House of Justice cabled on October 16 as follows: 

DEEPLY GRIEVED pASSING STEADFAST DE· 
VOTED PIONEER MARY HOTCHKISS BODE 
CHILDHOOD ILLUMINATED MEETING 'ABDU'L· 
BAHA. ASSISTED FORMAL PRESENTATION TAB· 
LETS DIVINE PLAN LATER RENDERED WITH 
BELOVED HUSBAND EXEMPLARY SERVICES 
QUARTER CENTURY PIONEER FIELD NORTH 
SOUTH AMERICA EUROPE FINALLY YIELDING 
LIFE OUTPOST EUROPEAN CONTINENT. ASSURE 
PRAYERS HOLY SHRINES PROGRESS HER SOUL. 

Mary Bode was the daughter of one of the very early 
and active Baha'is of Washington, D.C. In addition to 
meeting jAbdu'l-Baha as a child, she received a Tablet 
from Him. She gave the Message to many, including 
Edward Bode whom she married in 1936. After serving 
together in California, they embarked on their first 
foreign pioneering assignment which took them to 
Brazil in 1946 where they helped to form the first Baha'i 
Assembly in that country. 

After also serving in Chile, Panama and Mexico this 
devoted and close-knit couple moved to Holland where 
they helped the Dutch friends establish and consolidate 
the Faith in that blessed little country. In March of 1969 
they carne to the island of Madeira, settling in Funchal 
at the suggestion of the Universal House of Justice. 
While attending a teaching conference in LisbonJ Mary 
became seriously ill and died. She is buried in the 
British cemetery, Rua St. Jorge No.6, Lisbon, Portu
gal. The cemetery is a garden and very beautiful. 

r 
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Boa.,.d of CounselloTs Conference in Tokyo, Japan, October 18-19. Hand of the Cause A. Furutan appeaTS in cente-r front, with John 
McHenr1l III and R. Mu.mtazi at his left and Vicente Samaniego at his right, aU Cou:nseUoT members. 

Counsellors Initiate Conferences in Northeast Asia 
The beloved Guardian wrote, "To strive to obtain a 

mOre adequate understanding of the significance of 
Baha'u'llah's stupendous Revelation must, it is my 
una1terable conviction, remain the first obligation and 
the object of the constant endeavor of each ODe of its 
loyal adherents," a statement which places the obliga
tion of deepening in the Cause firmly on every believer. 
The Universal House of Justice reiterated this to every 
Baha'i in the Ri<;!vim Message of 1967. In addition to this 
that supreme body gave the theme we must pursue in 
our efforts to deepen in the Cause. 

In response to these instructions, the Hand of the 
Cause Mr. Furutan, the three Counsellors in Northeast 
Asia, the Auxiliary Board' members, eight members of 
the National Assembly of Northeast Asia, and members 
of their committees came together for a two day 
deepening conference. Fifty-four participants, includ
ing friends from Korea, Taiwan, and Guam attended 
this first conference held in Tokyo on October 18 and 19, 
1969. Two additional conferences are being held in 
Seoul, Korea and in Manila, Philippines respectively. 
Both conferences are again being blessed with the 
presence of the Hand of the Cause Mr. Furutan. 

Mr. Furutan spoke on uBaha'i Institutions," giving 
the friends a clearer understanding of the unique struc
ture and principles governing these divine bodies. He 
stressed how al1 the Baha'i institutions, including the 
newly created Continental Board of Counsellors have 
been formed under infallible guidance either by 
Saha'u'llah, 'Abdu'l-Baha, the beloved Guardian, or 
the Universal House of Justice. He said that the institu
tions are our only protection, 

AU through the conference the friends were in very 
high spirits. It was a perfect demonstration of the 
Baha'i institutions in action. The Universal House of 
Justice and the Hands of the Cause in the Holy Land 
were present through their cable and the Counsellors, 
Auxiliary Board members, the National Assembly, and 
the committee members all worked together as one 

body. Even the far away Continental Board of Counsel
lors in North America gave practical suggestions, sam
ples of their programs and invitations and their encour
agement and prayers. 

- CONTINENTAL BoARD OF COUNSELLORS 

IN NORTHEAST ASIA 

College Pays Tribute to 
Memory of Doris Corbin 

Mrs. Doris Mae Corbin, American Baha'i who, with 
her husband Don, pioneered for the Faith in Sweden for 
several years beginning in 1949, under the Second 
Seven Yea r Plan and under the Ten Year World Cru
sade in Grenada in the West Indies, passed away in 
Fort Myers, Florida, on November 1, 1969, For sev
eral years after the Corbins' return to the United 
States, Mrs. Corbin served in business departments of 
Edison Junior College where Mr. Corbin is an instruc
tor. An accomplished musician, she- and Don created 
the college's first Fine Arts Program. In appreciation of 
her services to the college and the community, the 
auditorium of the newly constructed Learning Resource 
Center of the college has been named the Doris Corbin 
Auditorium, and a music scholarship in her memory 
has been established for some student majoring in 
music. 

Dr. David G. Robinson, President of Edison Junior 
College, sang at the Baha'i funeral service fOT Doris 
and several of the pall-bearers were faculty members. 

Mr. and Mrs. Corbin helped to establish the first 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Lee County, Flori
da. In 1967, both made the pilgrimage to the Baha'i 
World Center. Mrs. Corbin's death was the result of a 
serious automobile accident suffered five months ear
lier. 
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Proclamation Weekend in Monaco Features Public Conference 
Baha'is of Monaco commemorated the 150th anniver

sary of the Birth of the Bab on October 18-19, and used 
the weekend as proclamation events. 

Mr. Louis Henuzet, from the Board of Counsellors for 
Europe, gave a public conference Saturday afternoon, 
in the Palais des Congres de Monte-Carlo, an official 
building, on the subject, "The Dawn of a New World 
Civilization." Fifty-two guests attended the conference. 
asking very interesting questions. Books and photos 
were on display. 

Radio Monte..carlo gave a six-minute interview on 
their evening program, "The Sun Gazette," Friday, 
October 17, at 7:15, and also announced the meeting 
twice during the week. 

An average of sixty-five Baha'is came to Monte-Carlo 
from Belgium, France, Italy, and Switzerland, and the 
whole meeting was full of friendliness, warmth, and 
deep spirituality. 

Discussion on ways and means to achieve the goals of 
the Nine Year Plan, with the participation of all 
Baha'is, was conducted by Mr, Henuzet and Mrs. 
Haenni de Bans and Mr. Bijan Ghaznavi, Auxiliary 
Board members. 

A STORY OF LOVE AND FAITH 
It seemed to be a long way, and we passed many 

narrOw and dark streets that branched one from anoth
er, with the hope of coming at last to the house for 
which we were eagerly searching. As we went along my 
friend was explaining to me that here was a house 
wherein nothing was known but love and faith. 

Although the house seemed to be silent and deserted 
it was once occupied by a happy family and its rooms 
and corridors rang with the cheerful laughter of their 
children. Where were they now? They were all far, far 
away, each one a pioneer in a different land. 

Now listen to this story 1 
About a half a century ago in Sarvestan - one of the 

small towns of Persia - a great commotion arose 
amongst the inhabitants. Excitement filled the air 
everybody waS shouting and uttering such words a~ 
these: HLet us kill the Bahit'is. Let us clear the town of 
these infidels!" This furious mob advanced towards the 
shop of an old Baha'i teacher, Haji Gholam Riza; being 
situated close by the place they were gathered, Haji 
caught their eyes as an immediate object upon which to 
vent their wrath. As the town's people crowded around, 
he called out to them and they heard him say: "0 ye 
people! I know your intentions. I know you have come 
here to take my life. Praise be to God that at last my 
prayers have been answered. Let me have the privilege 
of sacrificing my blood in His path. For a long time I 
have been longing for this moment. Why are you 
waiting? I am impatient!" In a few minutes his body 
was hacked to pieces; each piece was hurIed in a 
differen t direction. A drop of blood stained the shoe of a 
young man in the crowd. That drop on his new shoe, of 
that blood shed in the way of truth, awakened this man. 
It made him think and search after truth. At last he 

All the friends have appreciated the most inspiring 
presence of Hand of the Cause of God Dr. Ugo Giachery 
and Mrs. Giachery. 

was able to recognize that the kingdom of God was on 
eartht that His Messenger had appeared amongst men. 

From this new found truth, he suffered in the path
way of service to the Cause of God; he was banished 
from his home and came at last to live in Tihran Now 
this house where we were became his honi.e, th~t lad; 
his wife, and those pioneers I spoke of, his children. 
The faithful lady told us about these pioneers, their 
succesS and their devotion in the path of God. 

Do you think that she regreted her solitude, when she 
might have had her beloved family around her? No! 
She was happy in the knowledge that her children were 
devoting their Jives to spreading the message of God 
in spite of all the obstacles, that arose in their way. Sh~ 
did not wish them to come back to her and was 
continually encouraging them to their endeavors. 

A drop of a martyr's blood was the water of life that 
gave vitality to these sturdy and flourishing plants. 
That age was in a Heroic Age. A time when the tree of 
God's Cause needed to be nourished by blood. Now the 
tree has grown, and the sacrifice we are called upon to 
make is of a different nature. 

Today we are called upon to carry out the work of 
God, to spread this message. We are called upon to 
awaken the people from their deep sleep of prejudice 
and indifference. This task is difficult and calls for the 
highest degree of seU~sacrifice. 

Our pure deed, every effort that we make, win be like 
that spot of blood casting a light into the hearts of our 
fellow rnen t leading them to find and recognize the way 
to eternal peace. 

Parviz J avid 

BAHA't YOUTH BULLETIN, VOL. 3 #4, June 1950, LONDON 
Translated from the Persian Youth Bulletin AHANG BADI 
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Hand of Cause Sends Message to Dahomey Pioneer Conference 
This is the talk prepaTed by Mr, OUnga., Hand of th.e Cause 
of God, reproduced at the Porto Novo, Dahomey conference 
oj October 24-26, 1969, in his absence, due to iUneu: 

To all the friends assembled in Porto Novo, for the 
conference convened by the Emergency Administrative 
Committee of the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of West Central Africa. Beloved Friends, with a 
warm heart I greet each and everyone of you. I ex· 
tend to you a most loving welcome and wish you suc
cessful and inspired deliberations. After formal ex
changes of greetings and sharing of the victories which 
have been won in the name of OUf glorious Faith and 
the territories which you represent at this historic 
conference, you will move first to the most important 
task which the conference has been called to deliberate 
upon, namely the early completion of the tasks assign
ed to you under the Nine Year Teaching Plan. As you 
all know, the success of the Nine Year Plan in your 
region depends largely on each and every Baha'i tak
ing an active part in its completion to the extent in 
which every believer arises with greater determination 
and consecration to teach the Faith of God, will your 
achievements be (successful). Yours, therefore, is a 
duty to so galvanize the Friends in your region and 
infuse in them the spirit of service that they may, one 
and all, arise to lend a great impetus to the onward 
march of our glorious Faith, assist in expanding and 
consolidating the framework of its divine institutions, 
and pledge themselves to insure in the course of the 
remaining fleeting years of the Nine Year Plan the 
success of your sacred tasks. This is the meaning of 
Universal Participation. It is the key which opens all 
doors and you should never hesitate to seize and make 
use of it. It is to be hoped that before you disperse you 
will evolve a plan to enSUre in the course of the 
remaining six months, separating us from next Ri9van, 
the success of the colossal tasks assigned to you in the 
plan and to extend the teaching work to as many 
villages as possible, and to plan to have at least 
one or more Baha'i villages, before next Ri9van. To 
form as many groups as is possible which will form 

Hands of the Cause of God Enoch OHnga and Dr. R. Muhcij;'·, 
in Lagos, Nigeria. October 9, 1969. 

local spiritual assemblies next Ric;ivan. To establish 
several Baha'i localities in your region, to intensify the 
teaching work aimed at the masses in the villages who 
should be enrolled under the banners of the Cause of 
God. To erect several Baha'i centers in your region and 
to generally deepen and consolidate Baha'is and Baha'i 
communities in your area. To organize conferences in 
Cotonou, Lagos and Accra. As you know there will be 
new national spiritual assemblies formed next year and 
these cities are the seats of the future national spiritual 
assemblies. That you will prepare yourselves during 
this conference for the future collaboration and mutual 
cooperation and expand and consolidate the framework 
of the institutions of the Cause, generate int1uence, and 
capture loftier heights as you continue to serve the 
King of Kings. It is the ardent hope and fervent prayer 
of every lover of Baha'u'llah. I regret my inability to be 
with you in person and I say to you all, my warmest 
Baha'i greetings and assur ance of my prayers for your 
success and guidance. 'AUah-u-Abha! 

Hands of the Cause of God apped-r with 
friends in Lagos, Nigeri.a, in October 1969 in 
f-ront Of new Baha'i Center sign. Pioneen 
Duane and Stephie Troxel and Leanne Wood
wd-rd were present with .several West African 
believeTs. Following this a pioneer conje7'
ence was herd in Dahomey October 24-26. 
with Baha'is f70m Ghana. Togo, Da.homey. 
and Nigeria attending. A six-month teaching 
plan was formul.ated at the conference. 
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First Institute Held in Togo 
The tlrst national teaching institute in Togo, West 

Africa was held at the Baha'i village of Animagnan on 
September 7, 1969. Sixty-two men, women and children 
tilled the specially built woven palm frond pavilion that 
gave cool shelter under the coconut trees near the sea. 
A Baha'i youth chorus welcomed everyone singing the 
first BaM'! songs ever to be composed in Togo. Soon 
everyone was singing these beautiful songs in praise of 
our beloved Faith. 

From early morning until late in the afternoon, the 
Baha'is learned more about their Faith. Since there are 
few books in Togo to teach the Faith, each person was 
given mimeographed worksheets on various topics. 
Posters illustrating various teachings adorned the pa
vilion. A sign near the road proclaimed the Faith and 
welcomed all. The women of the village prepared and 
served delicious African food. The Word of God and the 
happiness and love of the friends created such an 
atmosphere as to be irresistible. First one declared, 
then another until there were six new believers from 
this small village. Joy and sadness mingled when the 
afternoon drew to a close and everyone reluctantly 
parted. 

RJ:GHT, TOP TO BOI"l'OM: 

A group at tne Institute. Mw Nonna C~ark, pioneer, is third 
from the right in the front 1'ow. 

Membn-s of the National Teaching Committee of Togo. Left 
to Tight: M1'. Blaise Pofagi, Mrs. Helen Reech, pioneeT, Chief 
Lessi Komah.e, oJ Animagnan. 

Children'",. class at Animagnan. 

New believe;s aTe welcomed at A nimagnan. 

T 
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Second. eon.je1"e1'I.ce of the Hteract' teachers in 
the Departmento of La Paz. Conferences aTe 
held and progresS' repoT'ts given each three 
month.!. Some teach children during the day 
and adults at nights. A uteTacy boolc pTepaired 
b'll the Nationat Spiritual Assembly of Bolivia 
if used. 

JANUARY 1'70 

BOLIVIA 

First studu coone in the: hiBt01'JI of Bolivia. 
for the campesino Indian women, held jive 
days in month oj Septembe-r undef' th.e 
auspices at the Baha', Spiritual Assembly 
of La Paz: and the Regional Teaching 
Committee of that Dep4rtmento. All plan 
to be voluntarv teaehe-rs in their com. 
muniti.es and neaTby areal. 

Bahd'i schoo! childTen oj Cala.pungo, who 
welcomed ])T. Muhdjir with .songs and 
the Greate.Bt Name, being personally 
greeted by the Hand of the Cause. 
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Ha.nd of the Cause Dr. Muncijir, in the rural community 01 Catapu.ngo, La Paz, Bolivia, 
during Augu3t 1969. 

lUSTRALlA 

The twelve-foot-nigh model of the Banci!( House of Worsh.ip at Mona Vale, Sydney, AustTalia, wh.ich 1043 featu1'ed in. the- Baha'i 
float entered in the recent Wa:ratah Spring Festival. Th.is very successful fioat, judged by commentators to be the most attracti.ve 
flora! entry. was seen by one-third minion. people lining Sydney streets, It was also viewed on aU TV channels and earned high 
pTaise from the Official organizing committee. 

T 
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North Central States 

Baha'i Summer School-1969 

The Fifth Annual North Central States BahA'i Sum
mer School was held at Green Lake Bible Camp near 
Spicer, Minnesota. If only one word could be used to 
describe that beautiful school this year, it would be
"Unity." Of the 214 who attended 40 were youth. It was 
the youth who were instrumental in bringing about the 
strong sense of unity which prevailed over the school. 
The special efforts of these young people to always 
include the young and old in activities was a joy to 
witness. 

Three youth, members of the counselling staff of the 
Green Lake Lutheran Bible Camp, accepted the Faith 
at the camp prior to the summer school. Two of these 
young people, relieved of their counselling duties, re
turned to attend summer school. These activities fo
cused much attention from the camp staff and sur
rounding area on the Faith. It manifested itself in the 
form of several visits to the school from local clergy as 
well as a few curiosity seekers. 

The covenant and administration and the Nine Year 
Plan were two of the subjects covered in the adult 
classes. Other courses were entitled: "Modern Radi
calism and the Baha'i Faith," "The Spiritual Evolution 
of Mankind," and "Mobilizing the youth for One 
World." There were also evening Baha'i Literature 
Seminars which concentrated on specific books such as 
"Worl<l OrdeT of Bahd'u'!lah, The A<lvent of Divine 
Justice, and Foundations of WOTld Unity. The atten
dance at and class participation in these courses was a 
tribute to their success. 

The children enjoyed a well taught and diversified 
program including arts, crafts and classes on the Faith. 
This year. for the first time, teachers from the adult 
classes were asked to teach a one-hour course one day 
only to the Junior Youth. This was received with 
tremendous enthusiasm by these young people. Out of 
the class on Administration at which they held a mock 
State Convention came this recommendation to the 
National Spiritual Assembly: That a week long winter 
school be organized in Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin or 
Illinois. Evening entertainment for the children consist
ed of films and storytelling. 

Varied evening programs gave opportunity to share 
personal experiences related to the Faith, see slide 
programs, and to be entertained and socialize. The film 
and recording of 'Abdu'l-Baha in America was a most 
outstanding experience and a rare privilege, One eve
ning we had the bounty of an unexpected visit from Mr. 
Aziz Yazdi, Continental Board Counsellor from Africa, 
who spoke most informally on teaching in Africa. 

There were three declarations in addition to those of 
the counsellors mentioned above. 

The Institution of the Hands of the Cause was with us 
for the entire session represented in the person of Mrs. 
Katherine McLaughlin, Auxiliary Board member. 
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At the NOTth Centrat States Summer School of 1969 held m 
Minnesota. 

Prayer Meetings in Oklahoma 
The annual "prayer powwow" of the Delaware Coun

ty, Oklahoma Baha'is, held October 4 in Jay and at 
Lake Eucha on October 5, was initiated and arranged 
this year by the Delaware County friends. Prayers 
were a dominant part of the program, in addition to 
which there were guest speakers from: the BahA'i 
Indian Council, Arkansas State Goals Committee, and 
visiting friends. 

Mr. Gary Hillaire, of the Indian Council, spoke sim
ply and earnestly to the Indians stressing their respon
sibility in carrying the Message to their own people and 
showed that it is each one's obligation to do his part in 
spreading the Faith. 

A special highlight was the showing of slides of the 
Holy Land, with accompanying narration. On Saturday 
evening, after the regular program, there was music by 
Indians who played guitars, violins and drums. Over 
one hundred friends came together for these very 
inspiring two days of spiritual enlightenment and goOd., 
fellowship. 

r 
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Booth in Maryland State Fair- "It Works" 
From August 26th to September 3rd the Baha'is of 

Baltimore County, Maryland manned a booth at the 
annual state fair. The theme of the booth, "The Baha'i 
Faith," was approached through the slogan, lilt 
Works t" This message was the basis of a new, original 
pamphlet, a specially prepared slide presentation with 
a taped narrative, and 8,000 "It Works!" buttons. 

The new pamphlet, prepared within the community. 
became the jacket for 5,000 information packets that 
were distributed containing several pamphlets, sched
ules of public meetings and firesides, and a card to be 
used for requesting further information. 

In connection with the Fair activity, extensive news~ 
paper advertising was used and publicity releases were 
sent to all local papers. These concerned both the booth 
itself and the tbree public meetings featuring Linda 
Marshall, Poova Murday, and Dr. Daniel Jordan. 

The center of this great proclamation effort was a 
glass-walled, air-conditioned booth designed by Baha'i 
Frank Stewart in cooperation with a community com
mittee. Located on the busiest intersection of the main 
exhibition hall, the booth was built with two corner 
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stalls to allow literature distribution while inside a slide 
show was shown and more extensive teaching was 
conducted. At the height of the Fair, Labor Day eve
ning, the booth was turned over to the youth for a 
special program featuring music and guest speaker 
Eric Byrd. The response was literally overflowing. 

The results are already apparent. Both the publicity 
releases and independently initiated stories have ap
peared in the newspapers. An estimated twelve hours of 
prime radio time has been given Baha'is to speak on 
the Faith. Over 100 new friends have been found 
through the firesides and pu blic meetings and forty-five 
cards have been received inquiring about literature 
and meetings. A number of these enquirers reside in 
Baltimore County's extension teaching area. Finally, 
before less than a month had passed, there had been 
several declarations! 

This great success is a fine example of community 
cooperation and initiative. For ten days young and old 
alike made this teaching activity the foremost thought 
in their minds. Here is the real spirit of the BaM.'1 
F ai tho Truly, "It Works!" 

Baha'i Booth Provides Catalyst 
The North Carolina State Fair, a shocking note of the 

bounties and excesses of materialism, contained the 
resolving catalyst, the Baha'i Faith. The Baha'I booth, 
beautifully done, was patterned in three dimensions 
depicting Progressive Revelation, made in portable 
sections, and painted in all the colors of the rainbow. It 
was a clear and attractive explanation of Baha'u'llah's 
Teachings about the Manisfestations of God. The fel
lowship showered an the inquirers showed the generous 
spirit with which the Baha',s contributed both time and 
money. The Baha'is in the area cooperated to make 
possible a post fair public meeting in Chapel Hill at 
which Jane McCants spoke to about seventy-five inter~ 
ested questioning people. 

Connecticut Fair Attracts 50,000 
The Baha'i booth at the North Haven Fair was a 

successful example of a proclamation effort based on 
inter-community cooperation. The North Haven Fair is 
an annual agricultural fair drawing a large attendance 
from South Central Connecticut. This year a total of 
apprOXimately 50,000 people attended. 

The Baha'i booth was decorated and manned by 
Baha'is from North Haven, New Haven, Wallingford, 
Hamden, Meriden, and other nearby towns. Situated 
near the main gate, the Baha'i exhibit attracted con~ 
siderable attention. It was charmingly decorated in 
blue, with the word "Baha'i" in large golden raised 
letters. Approximately 1,000 pamphlets were given out 
in the four day period, and fifteen people signed the 
register indicating their interest. 

The interior of the booth was decorated with pictures 
of the Baha'i Youth Conference and of the Baha'i 
Temples. A small Temple model, as well as a poster 
listing the twelve Baha'i prinCiples were also used. 
Many people stopped to chat who did not take pam
phlets, and all in all it was felt that the display 
presented a favorable impre~sion, and placed the name 
Baha'i prominently in the public eye. 

T 
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Report "Dawnbreakers" 
The European Dawnbreakers' Show, UA Plea for One 

World," was conceived over a cup of coffee at a Swiss 
winter school by four young Baha'is from four coun
tries. The original idea of a singing group blossomed 
into thirty-two Baha'is from ten countries presenting 
the message of Baha'u'llah through mime, songs, 
Baha'i scripture, and documented narrations. A total 
of eighteen performances were given in Holland, Ger
many, and Belgium. The five-week tour in July and 
August 1969 was organized by tbe Baha'i youtb in 
Europe and supported by the National Spiritual Assem
bly of Germany. 

The tour has given an example of how Baha'i youth 
from different lands can live, work, and teach together 
in a united effort. It stimulated an air of enthusiastic 
activity amongst unsuspecting Baha'is everywhere, re
vivifying belief and responsibility in tbe Faith. To the 
general public, a message of love and unity on an 
international scale was conveyed successfully. The 
theme and title, "A Plea for One World," was basically 
depicted by the central character named UMitty." He 
was a man who, in his search for peace of mind, had to 
travel around the world. He finally realizes his search 
has ended when he finds the Baha'i Faith, after some 
doubts, anguish, and disapPOintment. His experiences 
and the various situations he faced during his journeys 
were depicted with scenes of famine, hatred, discrimi
nation, happiness, and unity, all with authentic realism, 
backed by songs and readings. 

Press, radio, and important personages were contact
ed in most of the towns and cities where performances 
were given. The tremendous interest created and the 

Sevchelles Keeps Faith Before Public 
Baha'is of Seychelles held another successful public 

event to mark United Nations Day October 24, which 
received an unprecedented. amount of publicity in the 
press and on the radio. The theme of the public sym
posium was <lUnited Nations - View Toward One 
World." Among the speakers who took part was Mr. 
David Joubert, member of the Seychelles Governing 
Council, who in his brief address publicly congratulat. 
ed the Baha'i Assembly for its effort and initiative in 
making the United Nations and its activities better 
known in the Seychelles. This was widely reported in 
the press and on the radio. In the symposium Mr. W. 
Prosper? chairman of the Baha'i Assembly of Victoria 
read the preamble to the UN Charter; Miss Farida 
Rahmana, member of the youth committee read the 
message of U Thant to the youtb of the world; B. 
Renaud, secretary of the public relations committee 
spoke on the aims and achievements of the UN. David 
Petrouse, a Baha'i youth and Paul Chow Sing, a young 
guest from the Seychelles College also spoke on the 
main theme. Mr. Rahman, secretary of the area teach
ing committee, served as moderator of the symposium. 

On the same evening the Baha'is presented a ten 
minute radio program. 
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genuine investigation into the Faith initiated by the 
show received good notice in television, radio, and 
newspapers. 

One youth who partiCipated has written: "One of the 
best things was the warm and loving reception we were 
given by the Baha'is wherever we went. In some places 
the friends really worked hard to make the show 
successful, and it always paid off. There was a marvel
ous feeling of enthusiasm and unity in those places 
where we could work with the local Baha'is for an end 
result. In Essen, for example, the Baha'is had permis
sion from the police for us to sing in the Kennedyplatz 
the day before our show. This was a large square? 
traffic free, in the middle of the town. The press came, 
and so we had good publicity in the local newspaper 
(circulation a half million) on the morning of the 
show. u 

A partial view of the audience at the UN Symposium on 
October 24 in the SE'y~heUes. Left to right: Mr. W. Prosper, 
Mr. Ra.hman addressing the audien~e, Mr. B. Renaud l .secre
tar1:l BahQ.'i Public Relations Committee, Davi.d PetTouse, 4 
Bahd'i youth, and Mr. P. Chow Sing. 

I 
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Fren(h School Hosts Twelve Countries 
The French Summer School, held at Annecy ISevrier 

from August 30 to September 8, was blessed with the 
presence of two Hands of the Cause of God, Dr. A. M. 
Varqa and Dr. Ugo Giachery, who brought love, 
warmth and inspiration. Madame Haenni de Bons and 
Dr. Moayad, Auxiliary Board members, were also 
present. 

The 150 persons attending the School came from 
Germany, England, Belgium, Denmark, India, Luxem~ 
bourg, Dominica, Morocco, Sweden, Switzerland, Tuni
sia, including the French of course, all united together 
with love, affection and prayers. 

The general theme was the "Progressive Revela
tions" which was introduced by Mr. Danjon. Mr. Ray
mond Foubert spoke about Krishna and Buddha, Mon
sieur Ezzat Zahrai about Zoroaster, Mr. Jean Claude 
Chazeau concerning Moses and Christ, Mr. Alai of 
Mul;1ammad, and Madame Blagovetschensky of The 
Bab and Bahit'u'llith. Mile Guyonne David gave an 
eloquent talk, Madame J agu Roche spoke a bout the 
New Cycle, Mme Haenni de Bans told about the life of 
'Abdu'l-Baha whom she met in Alexandria when she 
was seven years old. 

The Hand of the Cause of God, Dr. Giachery, spoke 
about the Universal House of Justice and of the life of 
the beloved Guardian. Dr. Varqa, Hand of the Cause, 
spoke about the Faith throughout the world. 

Other speakers and their subjects were: 
Mr. Ghadimi "Youth and Faith" 
Mme Munsiff "Prayers and Meditations" 
Dr. Sabiran "Responsibility of the Youth" 
Mme Starcher "The Baha'i Life" 

They had round table discussions which were always 
very animated, and there was great warmth in the 
School in all its aspects. The Unity Dinner was a great 
success, and the friends were warmly welcomed by the 
sweet hostesses, Mlle Emma Barral and Mme Poltier. 
One of the finest schools held in the country in many 
years! 

At the French Summer Scnool of 1969. 
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Round table discussion at the French Baha'i Summer School. 

Children's dass. 

I 
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SCHOOLS IN-

BELGUIM 

JANUARY 1970 

paTticipanta: in Ihe Belgian su.mmn- schaol of 1969 /Tom thi.,.teen. ('ountrle.s, at Cht!tea'IL d'Oteppe. 
presence of Dr. Varga, Hand of the Cause, contribu.ted widely to awaken th.e enth.usiasm of the friends. 

UNITED STATES 

Right: At the Southwestern Bana" Sum
mer Schoo 1. for 1969 held in B1'k1geport, 
Texas. In addition to dasses there was 
time for fun and fellowship 0.1 shown be. 
low. 
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The Birthday of Baha' u'liah Celebrated 
The Birthday of Baha'u'llah, which offers believers 

throughout the world an excellent opportunity to 
proclaim His Message, was marked by special events in 
many communities of the United States. This year the 
occasion was used for premiere public showing of the 
new film on the Baha'i Faith, !'A New Wind," in some 
forty cities and nine colleges in the United States. 

The film, by the well known documentary film 
producer George C. Stoney. shows in color scenes from 
the Holy Land, as well as Baha'i communities .in India, 
Japan and in the United States, depicting Baha'is in 
their gatherings and firesides, in their daily lives and 
personal activities. It shows the unity in diversity so 
characteristic of the Faith and portrays, in twenty
eight minutes of screen time, the spirit and scope of a 
fast-growing worldwide religious community. 

Some reports from communities which marked the 
Birth of Baha 'u'llilh with a public showing of this film 
are as follows: 

Denver, Colorado: The performance of HA New 
Wind" was held in the Century Room of the Cosmopoli
tan Hotel and was viewed by an audience of over 350 
people. The chairman was Archie Evans, and Mrs. 
Charlotte Orlick gave a beautiful talk on the Faith. The 
Brooks "Brothers" (Misses Carol, Linda and Pam) 
sang "A New Wind," along with other songs, and 
accompanied themselves on their guitars. 

Des Moines, Iowa: On November 12 the film was 
shown on the Drake University campus, with a Baha'i 
speaker, Hermos Bastani, a student from iran, and 
a lively discussion among the college students. On the 
following three days the film was shown at: Marshall-

Six page teajlet announces "A New Wind." Below: scenes from the film .show Baha'is 
in India and in Japan. 

j. 
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town, Iowa, a goal city where two resident Baha'is 
made all the arrangements and Mrs. Ruth Moffett was 
the speaker; at Grinnell College campus in Grinnell. 
Iowa the film was shown as one of the events of a 
remarkable week of teaching planned and executed 
by one Baha'i, Yvor Stoakley; at Des Moines a public 
meeting was held where Richard Synder of Waterloo, 
Iowa spoke. 

Bristol, New Hampshire: the movie was shown at the 
Bristol Town Hall with excellent attendance by Baha'is 
and guests. Prior to the showing a buffet supper was 
served at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds. Linda 
Marshall was visiting the community and talked a little 
about the movie before the showing and offered a 
prayer. 

Springfield, Illinois; The film was shown in the Illinois 
State Museum Auditorium with a reception afterward. 
Eighty people attended; for the great majority of the 
guests it was their first Baha '} function. 

At many of the viewings of leA New Wind" audience 
reaction cards were used and comments were generally 
favorable. A limited selection of these is given: 

"n showed that there is definitely love in the world. 
That is one thing that I was really beginning to wonder 
about. It 

HI would like to know more details about beliefs and 
ceremonies. " 

"Beautifully done - catches a certain spirit of humil~ 
ity which I liked. " 

Extracts from the community reports follow: 
"Most of the students had never heard of the Baha'i 

Faith and their reactions to the film were surprisingly 
good. When they did complain, it was to say that not 
enough details were given about the prinCiples or tenets 
of the Faith or that there was not enough emphasis on 
the Faith in the United States." 

"The film generated a good many questions." 
"Some of us felt that the audience would have liked 

to see more. It was spell binding. One man said, 'This is 
heaven; this is what we are looking for. .'" "With 
about 100 non-Baha'is attending, there was much dis
cussion after the program. Not one left the auditorium 
before the end of the program, and nearly all stayed 
and asked questions. There were four dedarations." 
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Other Observances of Baha'u'lIah's Birthday 
Communities which did not have a showing of the 

film used the joyous occasion in a variety of ways to tell 
their friends and the public about the coming of The 
Promised One. 

The Baha'is of Manatee County in Florida had a 
dinner meeting at which Baha'is of neighboring Sara
sota and Manatee Counties joined. Mrs. Jean Dobbs of 
Sarasota County, the speaker, told of Bahi'u'llah's 
Teachings, streSSing His use of the bird as a symbol of 
detachment, aspiration and love. 

In Desert J.D., California it was decided that the 
Baha'i children should participate more fully in Holy 
Days and Feasts and so this event was planned and 
hosted with speci al help and participation from the 
three Segundo children (ages seven, eight and nine). 
An open house was held during the entire twenty-four 
hour period and over fifty guests came and enjoyed the 
spirit of love and fellowship. The children, dressed 
specially for the occasion, greeted the guests and served 
the refreshments. The house was decorated with roses 
and olive branches and the cake was specially deco
rated in appropriate manner. Each guest was given a 
rose as he left. Inasmuch as prayers had been re
quested during the planned walk of Hand of the Cause 
William Sears in Tihritn, a room was provided for this 
purpose. A visit was made to the local hospital for 
crippled children and contribution made in the name of 
the Baha'i children. One of the results of this celebra
tion is a renewed interest in children's classes. with a 
number of new children eager to come. 

The Baha'is in Akron, Ohio commemorated the occa
sion by presenting slippers to the nearby County Home. 
They put a news release in the local paper explaining 
the importance of the Day to Baha'is and describing the 
gifts they gave in His honor. 

The Spokane, Washington, Community celebrated 
Baha'u'Uah's Birthday with a public meeting at which 
Mrs. Mary Parker gave the facts of His life. Among the 
guests were representatives of four different Indian 
tribes, Spokane. Nez Perce, Yakima, and Blackf~t. 
These. together with the Baha'is of two different tribes, 
made it seem almost as though it were a- Council Fire. 

Po-rtion of gatherings fOT celebration of biTthdays of th.e Bab (left) and Bahci'u'lIah, celebrated at the Bahd.'i Center tTl. SaigOn. 
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As reported by the CommunitYt"the Caucasian, Negro, 
and Indian of diverse backgrounds who came to this 
observance, blended together in such love and harmony 
as is only possible through the Teachings of the Blessed 
Beauty. The Indian guests afterward expressed their 
thanks for being invited, and their amazement at the 
loving atmosphere of the meeting." 

Eleven-Day Fair Proclaims 

Over 400,000 persons attended the Fresno (California) 
District Fair held last fall and had the opportunity to 
view the Baha'i booth pictured here with the theme 
"Man One Family" centered around a collage sug
gested by the youth, A Mono Indian woman attracted to 
the Faith opened her home on the Indian Reservation. 
Thus it was possible to celebrate Baha'u'lhlh's Birthday 
on the Reservation. 

Baha'is in the surrounding communities supported 
the Fresno J. D. Baha'is in manning the booth and 
giving those all-important smiles and on-the-spot fire
sides. Over 2,200 pieces ot literature were taken by 
interested souls. The Fair is becoming an important 
annual event. 

Baha'i Proclamation Opens New 
Doors in Illinois 

In the spacious heart of the midwest is a small 
metropoliS known as Urbana, Illinois. Within this thriv
ing city are the makings of a great Baha'i community. 
Urbana Baha'is through phased and systematic plan
ning, with enthusiasm and untiring efforts, have been 
Successful in their proclamation efforts for our Beloved 
Cause. From October 9 through October 12, 1969, the 
community sponsored public meetings with Mr. Winston 
Evans as their guest speaker. The meetings, however, 
entailed more than just the usual speaker and tea
sipping-cookie-eating audience, for the community at 
large. 

The most touching incident of their first meeting in 
Godfrey, at Monticello College. was Mr. Evans' radio 
interview on the "Helen Walters Show". The show is 
normally forty-five minutes long with a short chat 
between Miss Walters and the guest, then audience 
participation, H.owever t Miss Walters interviewed. Mr. 
Evans throughotl\ the entire show. and then apologized 
to the audieoce for haVing taken all the time, The 
community was thrilled with the show. Miss Walters 
was delighted with Mr. EVans. After Mr. Evans left, 
two Baha'is remained to speak with Miss Walters about 
how spiritual they felt her questions had been. She said 
that Mr. Evans had instigated many of them and that 
now she had many more to ask. She holds a great deal 
of respect for Winston Evans and showed sincere inter
est in having another opportunity to spend more time 
with him. In addition, she is now reading the Writings 
and investigating the Faith. 

In Edwardsville Township at Southern Illinois 
University, the community prepared posters that were 
distributed throughout the campus. EmphaSis was 
placed on the words "Baha'i" and "Baha'u'llah" on the 
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posters. A very large three sided bulletin board in a 
choice location facing the stairs to and from the cafe
teria was decorated economically, using pictures from 
Ebony and Life, pamphlets and the principles of the 
Faith from another display. 

Ads were placed in the newspaper after one member of 
the community went to the editor who was aware of the 
Faith and had shown an interest in investigating it. 
Although the paper doesn't normally send reporters to 
religious meetings, the end result was an article two 
columns by eight inches for less than one third of the 
normal price. In Granite City, the community began by 
arranging six weekly firesides prior to the public meet
ing, then a news release was submitted to the local 
paper announcing the coming firesides. Again the em
phasis was on the words uBaha'i" and "Baha'u'llah". 

Well in advance three local libraries were ap
proached about receiving books (Baha'i). None of these 
libraries had any Baha'i bookS; Granite City, Madison, 
or Venice. The Madison librarian was delighted since 
she had had several requests for Bahit'i books and she 
didn't know where to direct the requests. She also 
requested pamphlets for her own use. The Venice 
librarian was obviously dubious about accepting the 
books, She asked if this Baha'i had anything to do with 
Communism. After she was assured that the Faith 
taught that there were three false gods: Nationalism, 
Racialism and Communism, her attitude changed and 
she appeared even eager to get the books and pam
phlets. Granite City librarian accepted the books with 
some small confusion. Even in view of this they dis
played the books and posters for the public meeting. 
Proclamation, here and in other cities, opens the door 
of opporhmity to spreading the healing message of 
Baha'u'l!ah. 

T 
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A Single Proclamation Reaches Several Minorities 
Over eighty people attended a "Night of Unity and 

Fellowship, It theme of the Proclamation program for 
Spanish speaking people sponsored by the Baha'i 
Assembly of Toppenish, Washington on October 18. 
Although located on the Yakima Indian Reservation, 
bet,ween one-quarter and one-third of Toppenish's popu~ 
latIon are Spanish speaking. Since both Indians and 
Spanish-speaking people are goals of the Nine Year 
Plan the program had double significance, 

Having no Spanish-speaking members in the Baha'i 
community, the Toppenish Assembly appealed for 
speakers and support by personal calls and State Goals 
Co~mittee bulletins. Entirely in Spanish, the program 
WhICh resulted consisted of: songs by Phil Lucas, well 
known entertainer and a student at a nearby college; 
short talks by Miss Nancy Aquino, visiting Baha'i from 
Puebla. Mexico. and Mrs. Pauline Johnson, former 
pioneer to South America; slides and narration of 
recent pioneering experiences in several Mexican 
states by Vern Zuehlsdorf. The meeting was held in a 
partly completed basement auditorium of the new 
Spanish community center. 

Thirty guests attended the meeting: twenty·two 
Spanish, four Indian, two Negro, and two Caucasian. 
Spanish speaking Baha'is greeted the guests at the door 
and whenever possible sat beside them during the 

A School for All Ages 
The Stamford, Connecticut Baha'i Community is 

sponsoring a weekly Baha'i Sunday School. The ses
sions include song, prayer, meditation and classwork. 
Classes range from pre-kindergarten level to an adult 
class. 

The first school session, pictured here. took place last 
Fall and was attended by seventy-four people from 
various towns. The Stamford Baha'i Community is very 
proud of its school because it offers a wonderfUl means 
by which the friends can deepen in the Cause and 
friends can become acquainted with the Faith in a most 
comfortable fashion. 

The Sunday School is held in Westover School, one of 
Stamford's elementary schools, from 10:30 a.m.-12:00 
noon. Future programs will include guest speakers, 
plays, musical performances, movies and celebrations. 
A warm welcome is extended to anyone who happens 
to be in the vicinity on any Sunday during the year. 

Nancy Aquino alidr-esse" the o.udienee in Spaaish. 

program. 
In addition to an advertisement in the local weekly 

paper free publicity was obtained in a separate article. 
Flyers in both Spanish and English were distributed 
door to door and placed in places frequented by 
Spanish speaking people. Many colorful posters were 
also used. There has been follow-up in the form of a 
fellowship get-together in the local park on the 
following day and a photograph of Phil Lucas per
forming was published the following week in the local 
paper. 

Presentation 

The Proclamation of Baha'u11ah is presented to Mayor Lewis 
J. Krause of CoUi.'7l8ViUe. rUinou. Left to Tight; Mrs. Gen.eUe 
Ma'll. M1'3. Marguerite Bi1'ger, Mayor Krause Edward WilsOft. 
Mrs. E ~ie Wi.lson.. '. 
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Baha'i Week In Charlotte, North Carolina 
On September 22, 1969, six of the Spiritual Assembly 

members of Charlotte, North Carolina met with Mayor 
John Belk for a relaxed fifteen minutes during which 
they chatted and explained the activities planned for 
the forthcoming Baha'i Week in Charlotte (October 20-
26), received the Mayor's Proclamation for the Week. 
and presented him with a copy of The Proclamation of 
Bahd'u'Uah. 

Three dearly loved Baha'i teachers: Dr. Daniel Jor
dan and Mr. Jack McCants, of the National Spiritual 
Assembly, and Mr. William Allison, member of the Spir
itual Assemhly of Atlanta, Georgia, came to help pro
claim. the news to the general public. There was four 
public meetings, two in churches, one in a Jewish 
temple and one at the University of North Carolina. 
Two community firesides were also held. TopicS for the 
meetings were timely ("Tomorrow's Religion Today!'. 
"Destiny of the Uncommitted'" "Love and Harmony 
Between the Races", "The Baha'i Peace Program?>, 
"Why Baha'i?", and uDawn of a New Age") and almost 
one hundred guests attended the week's activities. 

Publicity was obtained through the newspapers. radio 
and TV, with posters and booths. The Charlotte News 
carried two articles. one being an interview, with 
picture, of Dr. Jordan. Interviews with Dr. Jordan and 
Mr. Allison were featured also On televiSion and radio. 
Those conducting the interviews were cordial and anx
ious to cooperate and eager for similar interviews in 
the future. 

Booths at two colleges served to demonstrate that 
Baha'is put their beliefs into action: the booth at an all
white exclusive girls' school being manned by two 
sludents from the predominately Black University 
nearby. 

As a direct result of the meetings one lady declared 
and is now a very active member of the Faith. The 
community is effectively teaching and holding follow-up 
meetings. One week after the proclamation David 

Presentations 

Mellor J. Ernest Stroud of Amarilla, Teras, left, greets Larry 
Klem, chairman of the Baha'i Assembly of Amarillo when ac
cepting The Proclamation of Baha'u'llah from the Baha'is in 
Amarillo. 
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Mayor John Be!k (center) of ChaTlotte, NOTth Carolina meets 
BaM'is and accepts a copy Of The Proclamation of Baha'u'llih. 
With h.im are, left to right: Fred A nvarll, Ba b Rea. cooirm4n 
of the AssemMy; Susie Huffer, (Mayor Belk) Ran E'dmomiO?l.e, 
Rufus MOTgan, Audrey Rea. 

Hauck was invited to speak on the Faith to a class of 
about fifty in comparative religion at the Black Univera 
sity. The discussion and questions lasted half an hour 
beyond the allotted time. All who attended took a sheet 
which David had prepared with questions such as lIdo 
you feel that the issues of racism. war, poverty. and 
corruption are among the major problems facing our 
society today?' and inviting those answering to inves. 
tigate the Baha'i Faith and attend meetings. 

Baha'is of Charlotte are witnessing the results of their 
proclamation in many other evidences of interest in the 
Faith on the part of a number of people. 

Wesley BakeT, left, and DUane CotfteT present The Proclama
tion of Baha'u'ltah to Mayor Robert C. Anderson of EVe"Tett, 
Washington as part of a week of pToclamation activities in 
Western. Washington in celebration of the Birthday of Bah6-
'u'Uah. 

I 
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Pilot Laubach Literacy Workshop Held 
Atlanta, Georgia was the site of a pilot Laubach Liter

acy Workshop held to help Baha'is develop useful skills 
necessary to reach illiterates and thus help fulfill the 
goals of the Nine Year Plan. 

Baha'i Week in Fayetteville, Arkansas 
The Baha'is of Fayetteville, Arkansas, having 

achieved their goals of a local Spiritual Assembly and a 
Baha '} Club on the University of Arkansas campus, 
decided it was time to bring the Baha'i Faith to the 
attention of the people of Fayetteville, So the week of 
October 20 through 26 was designated Baha'i Week, 

Mrs. Eulalia Bobo, guest speaker for the week, was a 
source of joy to all the friends, The BaM' i Club and the 
Baba'l youth, with the help of the AssemblY, arranged 
a series of meetings on campus, which included a UN 
Day Tea with Mrs, Bobo conducting a round-table 
discussion on the Faith during the hours of the Tea. A 
public fireside was held that same evening in the 
Student Union. Mrs. Bobo spoke before a group of fifty 
students in Yocum Hall, a highlight of the week, with 
many questions and much discussion. 

Activities of the week included; the presentation of 
The Proclamation of Baha'u'llah to the Mayor of 
Fayetteville, Mr, Garland Melton, by Mrs. Bobo (see 
picture) and members of the Assembly, chairman Jim 
McGuire and secretary Helen A. Nott; a twenty-five 
minute television interview featuring Mrs. Bobo and 
Jim McGuire as guests of a local station on their Hi
Noon program; a picture and news article; radio spot 
announcements and ads in the campus newspaper; two 
evening firesides in the homes of members with guests 
present; and a dinner at a local restaurant. 

J .... NUARY 1970 

The workshop, led by Mr, Henry Ginn (top row, far 
right) covered concept teaching, and how to write and 
use simple language in order to give simple yet mean
ingful "fireside" messages. 

More than forty-seven persons from sixteen statesJ 

Panama, iran and Puerto Rico were presentl 

The week was concluded with a two-day conference 
set up by the Baha'i youth of Arkansas with Mrs. 
Richard Betts (then Miss Bambi Worth), member of the 
National youth and Student Activities Office, as their 

guest speaker. Other conference speakers were: Miss 
Elizabeth Rodriquez and Miss Marty Dean of Little 
Rock, Arkansas, and Kal Basin of Fayetteville. 

The week ended with one declaration and several 
young people attending youth meetings. 

r 
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Presentations 

Mayor Gerald Firestone of Santa Barba/ra, California, center, 
receive'S The Proclamation of Baha'u'llah from the Baha'is of 
the city during a. week designated by the MayoT as "Commu
nity OTganization Week." Shown with him are, [eft to right, 
Terry BoHbaugh, Mrs. Helen Drymon, Mrs. Jo Willi.ams and 
Herbert Thompson. 

MembeTS of the Spiritual Assembly oj the Baha'is oj Cypress. 
California formed April 21, 1969, Left to rigM, rear." Robert 
Brunst. Miguel Sanchez, Rozalina He-rnande:z, Ruth Brannon, 
Charles Cornett, BaTry Brannan; front: Jale:h Brunst, Sheila 
Calhoon, Jacqudine: Cornell. 

Spiritual Assemblies
New and Incorporated 

Th.e: Spiritual Assembly Of the: Band'is of Prince George, u.pon 
incorpora:tion under the "'Societies Act" Canada: British Col
umbta No. 8462, July 28, 1969. Lef~ to right, front; Eme-ry Wil
SOn, Dag We.stgaaTd, Riel Aubichon, Mrs. Georgenna. Hughes. 
Rear: Mrs. Elsea Giles, Glen Hughes, Mrs. Edith McNeW, 
Jue-rgen Fuhrmann, Mrs. Elizabeth Gunnlaugson. 

Members oj the Baha'i community of Co~umbU3, OMo pTe
sen ted Human Rights are God-Given Rights to Mayor M. E. 
Sensenbrenner, center. Shown with the MaYOT aTe: John 
Gloeckner, Mrs. Otivia Kelsey and Mrs, Emily Chabous, 
members of the Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Colum
bus. 

Spiritual Assemb!y Of the Baha'fs at Amarillo, Texas incor
porated October 13, 1969. Lett to ri!Jht, front: Pat Klem, Carol 
Ragen, Freda Belson; middle: Marie Fogarty, Joyce PaTker, 
Naoma Parker; rear: Larry Ktem, Anne BeH, KeT1neth. PaTker. 
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Baha'i Publishing Trust 

Universal House of Justice Messages Published 
Wellspring of Guidance (Messages from the Universal 
House of Justice 1963.1968.) 

Contains the major messages of the Universal House 
of Justice from its establishment in April 1963 through 
October 1968, concerning development of the institu
tions and intercontinental conferences; with a preface 
by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the 
United States. 5'h x 8¥.., 192 pp. Cover. spring green. 

Per copy .................... $3.75 clothbound 

New Edition of Epistle to the Son of the Wolf 

A new edition of this important work, the last major 
Tablet of Bah,,'u'lIah, has been publiShed. A jacket 
printed in deep red on heavy gold stock has been added, 
making this an attractive companion volume to The 
Kitfib.i-tqan, now making four volumes of the basic 
works of Baha'u'llah that have these distinguishing and 
durable jackets. An editorial note has been added to 
the introduction to update the commentary in it. 

A portion of Marzieh Gail's book review, published in 
BAHA'i NEWS in August, 1961. is contained on the jacket 
Hap, In that review, Mrs. Gail wrote: "People who must 
choose often ask whether they should add this or that 
book to their private library, My reasons for owning 
this one are: Its beauty of text, translation (by Shoghi 
Effendi), and format; its brevity; its richness from the 
academic point of view - the materials it offers for 
study; its comprehensiveness - for, although it is an 
independent creative work, having its own unity of 
form, its own personal spirit - it is almost an anthology, 
and one selected by Baha'u 'nah Himself, And then, 
there is the totality of its impact on the reader, and the 
eternal gift it holds out to him, of the mercy of God." 

Although there has been no increase in the price of 
this book for twenty years or more, the Publishing 
Trust now finds it necessary to raise the price to 
$3.50, which is still a nominal cost when compared to 
any similar book being sold today. 

Order through your community librarian 

Per copy .......................................... $3.50 

Ord er from: Baha'i Publishing Trust 
415 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Ill., 60091 

( Note change of address) 

Managing Editorship Changes 
Effective January I, 1970 and with the preparation of 

the February issues of BAHA'i NEWS and NATIONAL 

BAHA'i REVIEW Mr. Aaron Bowen is becoming Managing 
Editor. Baha'i Distribution and Service. of which Mr. 
Bowen has been manager, has been absorbed by the 
Baha'i Publishing Trust and he will therefore be able 
to devote his full efforts to the increasingly important 
task of Managing Editor of the BAHA'i NEWS and NA· 
TION AL BAHA'f REVIEW. 

Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee, who has been serving in this 
capacity for the past five years, will be able to eoncen· 
trate on assisting the International Goals Committee 
in filling African Goals, a task that has been her major 
interest since the early days of the Ten·Year Crusade. 

The Baha'i News Editorial Committee as presently 
constitu ted is shown below. 

Baha'( in the News 
The Gatveston (Texas) Daily News of November 23, 

1969 devoted the greater part of a page to telling the 
story of a Baha'i artist, Gilbert Rucker, A large picture 
showed one of his paintings on the theme of the Oneness 
of Mankind; in fact the entire article emphasized the 
Faith and told of the teaching work that Mr. and Mrs. 
Rucker a re doing. 

Correctiolt 
December BAHA'I NEWS, page 13 carries pictures of 

newly formed Spiritual Assemblies in Dublin, Eire and 
in Mayaguez, Puerto Rico. The captions under the pic· 
tures were reversed, 

BAHA'i NEWS is published for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United 
States, as a news organ reporting current activities of the Baha'i world community. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mr. Aaron Bowen, Managing Editor; Mrs. Eunice Braun, 
International Editor; Miss Charlotte Linfoot, National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee, Mrs, Sylvia 
Parmelee, 

Material must be received by the twenty-fifth of the second month preceding date of issue, Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Oftlce. 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. illinois 60091, U.S,A, 

Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Center. 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. minois, U,S.A. 60091. 
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His Law - Undivided and Unimpaired 

In another letter to an individual the Universal House of Jus
tice further illustrates the indestructibility of the Covenant of 
Baha'u'llilh, particularly in its relationship to the twin institu
tions of the Guardianship and the Universal House of Justice. 

Dear Baha'i Friend, 
Your recent letter. in which you share with us the 

questions that have occurred to some of the youth in 
studying "The Dispensation of Baha'u'llah, tI has been 
carefully considered, and we feel that we should com
ment bath on the particular passage you mention and 
on a related passage in the same work, because both 
bear on the relationship between the Guardianship and 
the Universal House of Justice_ 

The first passage concerns the Guardian's duty to 
insist upon a reconsideration by his fellow members in 
the Universal House of Justice of any enactment which 
he believes conflicts with the meaning and departs from 
the spirit of the Sacred Writings. The second passage 
concerns the infallibility of the Universal House of 
Justice without the Guardian, namely Shoghi Effendi's 
statement that "Without such an institution (the Guard
ianship) .. the necessary guidance to define the 
sphere of the legislative action of its elected representa
tives would be totally withdrawn." 

Some of the youth. you indicate, were puzzled as to 
how to reconcile the former of these two passages with 
such statements as that in the Will of 'Abdu'I·Baha 
which affirms that the Universal House of Justice is 
"freed from all error." 

No Contradictions in the Teachings 

Just as the Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l·Baha does 
not in any way contradict the Kitdb-i-Aqdas but, in the 
Guardian's words, "confirms, supplements, and corre
lates the provisions of the Aqdas," so the writings of the 
Guardian contradict neither the revealed Word nor the 
interpretations of the Master. In a.ttempting to under
stand the Writings, therefore, one must first realize that 

there is and can be no real contradiction in them, and 
in the light of this we can confidently seek the unity of 
meaning which they contain. 

The Guardian and the Universal House of Justice 
have certain duties and functions in common; each also 
operates within a separate and distinct sphere. As 
Shoghi Effendi explained, H. it is made indubitably 
clear and evident that the Guardian of the Faith has 
been made the Interpreter of the Word and that the 
Universal House of Justice has been invested with the 
function of legislating on matters not expressly re
vealed in the teachings. The interpretation of the 
Guardian, functioning within his own sphere, is as 
authoritative and binding as the enactments of the Inter
national House of Justice, whose exclusive right and 
prerogative is to pronounce upon and deliver the final 
judgment on such laws and ordinances as Baha'u'llah 
has not expressly revealed." He goes On to affirm, 
"Neither can. nor will ever, infringe upon the sacred 
and prescribed domain of the other. Neither will seek 
to curtail the specific and undoubted authority with 
which both have been diVinely invested." It is impos
sible to conceive that two centers of authority, which 
the Master has stated "are both under the care and 
protection of the Abha Beauty, under the shelter and 
unerring guidance of His Holiness the Exalted One," 
could conflict with one another, because both are ve
hicles of the Same Divine Guidance. 

The Universal House of Justice, beyond its function 
as the enactor of legislation, has been invested with the 
more general functions of protecting and administering 
the Cause, solving obscure questions, and deCiding 
upon matters that have caused difference. Nowhere is 
it stated that the infallibility of the Universal House of 
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Justice is by virtue of the Guardian's membership or 
presence on that body. Indeed, 'Abdu'I-Baha in His Will 
and Shoghi Effendi in his Dispensation oj BaMV
Huh have both explicitly stated that the elected mem
bers of the Universal House of Justice in consultation 
are recipients of unfailing Divine Guidance. Further
more, the Guardian himself in The World Order of 
Bahci 'u'Udh asserted that "It must be also clearly 
understood by every believer that the institution of 
Guardianship does not under any circumstances a bro
gate, or even in the slightest degree detract from, the 
powers granted to the Universal House of Justice by 
Baha'u'llah in the Kitcib-i·Aqdas, and repeatedly and 
solemnly confirmed by 'Abdu'I-Bahit in His Will. It does 
not constitute in any manner a contradiction to the Will 
and Writings of Baha'u'llah, nor does it nullify any of 
His reve aled instructions.' r 

Powers and Prerogatives of the Guardian 

While the specific responsibility of the Guardian is 
the interpretation of the Word, he is also invested with 
all the powers and prerogatives necessary to discharge 
his function as Guardian of the Cause, its Head and 
supreme protector. He is, furthermore, made the irre
movable head and member for life of the supreme 
legislative body of the Faith. It is as the head of the 
Universal House of Justice, and as a member of that 
body, that the Guardian takes part in the process of 
legislation. If the following passage, which gave rise to 
your query, is considered as referring to this last 
relationship, you will see that there is no contradiction 
between it and the other texts. "Though the Guardian 
of the Faith has been made the permanent head of so 
august a body he can never, even temporarily, assume 
the right of exclusive legislation. He cannot override 
the decision of the majority of his fellow members, but 
is bound to insist upon a reconsideration by them of any 
enactment he conscientiously believes to conflict with 
the meaning and to depart from the spirit of Baha'u'
llah's revealed utterances." 

Although the Guardian, in relation to his fellow mem
bers within the Universal House of Justice, cannot 
override the decision of the majority, it is inconceivable 
that the other members would ignore any objection he 
raised in the course of consultation or pass legislation 
contrary to what he expressed as being in harmony 
with the spirit of the Cause. It is, after all, the final act 
of judgment delivered by the Universal House of Jus
tice that is vouchsafed infallibility, not any views ex .. 
pressed in the course of the process of enactment. 

It can be seen, therefore, that there is no conflict 
between the Master's statements concerning the unfail· 
ing divine guidance conferred upon the Univeral House 
of Justice and the above passage from The Dispensa
tion Of Bahci'u'Ihih. 

It may help the friends to understand this relation
ship if they are aware of some of the processes that the 
Universal House of Justice follows when legislating. 
First, of course, it observes the greatest care in study· 
ing the Sacred Texts and the interpretations of the 
Guardian as well as considering the views of all the mem4 
bers. After long consultation the process of drafting 
a pronouncement is put into effect. During this process 
the whole matter may well be reconsidered. As a result 
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of such reconsideration the final judgment may be 
significantly different from the conclusion earlier fa
vored, or possibly it may be decided not to legislate at 
all on that subject at that time. One can understand 
how great would be the attention paid to the views of 
the Guardian dUl'ing the above process were he alive. 

Indestructibility of t~. Covenant 

In considering the second passage, we must once 
more hold fast to the principle that the teachings do not 
contradict themselves. 

Future Guardians are clearly envisaged and relerred 
to in the Writings, but there is nowhere any promise or 
guarantee that the line of Guard~ans would endure 
forever; on the contrary there are clear indications 
that the line could be broken. Yet, in spite of this, there 
is a repeated insistence in the Writings on the indes
tructibility of the Covenant and the immutability of 
God's Purpose for this Day. 

One of the most striking passages which envisage the 
possibility of such a break in the line of Guardians is in 
the Kitao-i-Aqdas itself: 

"The endowments dedicated to charity revert to 
God, the Revealer of Signs. No one has the right to 
lay hold on them without leave from the Dawning
Place of Revelation. After Him the decision rests with 
the Ag!lsan (Branches), and after them with the 
House of Justice - should it be established in the 
world by then - so that they may use these endow
ments for the benefit of the Sites exalted in this Cause, 
and for that which they have been commanded by 
God, the Almighty, the All-Powerful. otherwise the 
endowments should be referred to the people of Baha, 
who speak not without His leave and who pass no 
judgment but in accordance with that which God has 
ordained in this Tablet, they who are the champions 
of victory betwixt heaven and earth, sO that they may 
spend them on that which has been decreed in the 
Holy Book by God, the Mighty, the Bountiful." 
The passing of Shoghi Effendi in 1957 precipitated the 

very situation provided for in this passage, in that the 
line of Ag!>san ended before the House of Justice had 
been elected. Although, as is seen, the ending of the line 
of Ag!lsan at some stage was provided for, we must 
never underestimate the grievous loss that the Faith 
suffered. God's purpOSe for mankind remains una 
changed, however, and the mighty Covenant of 
Baha'u'llah remains impregnable. Has not Bah;i'u'llah 
stated categorically, "The Hand of Omnipotence hath 
established His Revelation upon an unassailable, an 
enduring foundation." While 'Abdu'l-Baha confirms: 
"Verily, God effecteth that which He plea seth ; naught 
can annul His Covenant; naught can obstruct His favor 
nor oppose His Cause!" "Everything is subject to cor
ruption: but the Covenant of thy Lord shall continue. too 
pervade all regions." "The tests of every dispensation 
are in direct proportion to the greatness of the Cause, 
and as heretofore such a manifest Covenant, written by 
the Supreme Pen, has not been entered upon, the tests 
are proportionately severe ... These agitations of the 
violators are no more than the foam of the ocean, ... 
this froth of the ocean shall not endure and shall soon 
disa.ppear and vanish, while on the other hand the ocean 
o{ the Covenant shall eternally surge and roaL" And 
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Shoghi Effendi has clearly stated: "The bedrock on 
which this Administrative Order is founded is God's 
immutable purpose for mankind in this day." II ••• this 
priceless gem of Divine Revelation, now still in its em
bryonic state, shall evolve within the shell of His La\v, 
and shall forge ahead, undivided and unimpaired, till it 
embraces the whole of mankind." 

The Two Authoritative Centers in the Faith 

In the Baha'i Faith there are two authoritative cen
ters appointed to which the believers must turn, for in 
reality the Interpreter of the Word is an extension of 
that center which is the Word itself. The Book is the 
record of the utterance of Baha 'u'llah, while the divine
ly inspired Interpreter is the living Mouth of that 
Book-it is he, and he alone, who can authoritatively 
state what the Book means. Thus, one center is the 
Book with its Interpreter, and the other is the Universal 
House of Justice guided by God to decide on whatever 
is not explicitly revealed in the Book. This pattern of 
centers and their relationships is apparent at every 
stage in the unfo1dment of the Cause. In the Kitab-i-Aqdas 
Baha'u1Iah tells the believers to refer after His pass
ing to the Book, and to "Him Whom God hath purposed, 
Who hath branched from this Ancient Root." In the 
Kitab-i-'Ahd (the Book of Baha'u'llah's Covenant), He 
makes it clear that this reference is to 'Abdu'l-Baha. 
In the Aqdas Baha'u'llilh also ordains the institution of 
the Universal House of Justice, and confers upon it the 
powers necessary for it to discharge its ordained func
tions. The Master in His Will and Testament explicitly 
institutes the Guardianship, which Shoghi Effendi 
states was clearly anticipated in the verses of the 
Kitab-i-Aqdas, reaffirms and elucidates the authority of 
the Universal House of Justice, and refers the believers 
once again to the Book; "Unto the Most Holy Book 
everyone must turn, and all that is not expressly 
recorded therein must be referred to the Universal 
House of Justice." And at the very end of the Will He 
says: "All must seek gUidance and tUrn unto the Center 
of the Cause and the House of Justice. And he that 
turneth tmto whatsoever else is indeed in grievous 
error. " 

As the sphere of jurisdiction of the Universal House of 
Justice in matters of legislation extends to whatever is 
not explicitly revealed in the Sacred Text, it is clear 
that the Book itself is the highest authority and delimits 
the sphere of action of the House of Justice. Likewise, 
the interpreter of the Book must also have the authority 
to define the sphere of the legislative action of the 
elected representatives of the Cause. The writings of 
the Guardian and the advice given by him over the 
thirty-six years of his Guardianship show the way in 
which he exercised this function in relation to the 
Universal House of Justice as well as to National and 
Local Spiritual Assemblies. 

The fact that the Guardian has the authority to define 
the sphere of the legislative action of the Universal 
House of Justice does not carry with it the corollary that 
without such guidance the Universal House of Justice 
might stray beyond the limits of its proper authority; 
such a deduction would conflict with all the other texts 
referring to its infallibility, and specifically with the 
Guardian's own clear assertion that the Universal 

House of Justice never can or will infringe on the sacred 
and prescribed domain of the Guardianship. It should 
be remembered, however I that although National and 
Local Spiritual Assemblies can receive divine guidance 
if they consult in the manner and spirit described by 
'Abdu'l-Baha, they do not share in the explicit guaran~ 
tees of infal1ibility conferred upon the Universal House 
of Justice. Any careful student of the Cause can See 
with what care the . Guardian, after the passing of 
'Abdu'l-Baha, guided these elected representatives of 
the believers in the painstaking erection of the Admin~ 
istrative Order and in the formulation of Local and 
National Baha'i Constitutions. 

We hope that these elucidations will assist the friends 
in understanding these relationships more clear1y, but 
we must all remember that we stand too close to the 
beginnings of the System ordained by Bahil'u'Uah to be 
able fully to understand its potentialities or the inter
relationships of its component parts. As Shoghi EfM 
fendi's secretary wrote on his behalf to an individual 
believer on March 25, 1930, "The contents of the Will of 
the Master are far too much for the present generation 
to comprehend. It needs at least a century of actua1 
working before the treasures of wisdom hidden in it can 
be revealed . . . to 

With loving Baha 'i greetings~ 
- THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF J USTlCE 

BAHA. '1 WORLD CENTER 

HAlF A, ISRAEL 

DECEMBER 7, 1969 

Dominican Republic pioneeT, Dale Woods, wi.th friends. 
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Europe's Board of Counsellors Meet 

Hands of the Cause of God Dr. Ugo GiachcTt/ and DT. AdelbeTt Muhl<!chlegel at the Conjenmce of the Continental Board Of Co'W\~ 
sellors oj EUTope. Auxiliary Board membe-rS' and representatives of the European National Spiritual Assemblies were present. They 
met in the Baha'i Center Of The Netherlands in May 1969. 

India PrIKlaims Faith Vigorously 

Hand of the Cause oj God M1'. 'Ali-Akbar FUTutan with the 
Preside',lt Of India, Mr. V. V. Gin, during his recent visit to 
India. At Mr. Funltan's left aTe Board of Counsellors member 
ILrTS. Shirin Boman and Dr. K. K Bhargava, chairman Of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of India. 

Hand oj the Cause Mr. 'Ali-Akbar F'urutan being 'introduced to 
the Vice-President of I-ndia (left) by Dr. K. K. Bharguva, 
{'hairman of the National Spiritual Assembly of India. 

[ 
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INDIA 

tel 
\ 

Hand of the Cause of God D'7. Adelbert 
Muhlschtegel and Mr, Hush.mand Fatnea· 
ZU1'n, member oj the Universat House of 
Justice, at a teaching conference in the 
Bahd'i Institute, Gu.'alior, October 1969. 
In the center, A uxHiaTY Board member 
Dr. (Mrs.) Perin OIiyai, and on the Tight, 
Mr. So11mb 0liyai. 

( 

Mr. Ajoy MUKerjee, Chief Minister of 
West Bengal. receives Baha'i literature 
from repTesentative's of the Bahd'i Com
munity of C<I/cutt<l. 

The Bahd.'i Community of Hyderattad Te· 
cei1..1es Hand of the Cause of God Dr. 
Ade[bert ll'fiihlschlegeI and MTS. Ursula 
j'\ofiihlsrhleqel. 

)0 

Hand of the Cause Dr. Adelbert MUM· 
schlegel being interviewed over All·India 
Radio, Hyderabad. The interview wa.s 
~ateT rebroadcast in English and the PTO
vincial language, Tetugu. 

5 

Representatives of the HydeTabad-Secun~ 
derabad youth committee pTe-sent lite.,.a.
ture to the Vice-ChanceHor of the Osmania 
University, Dr. Satyanarayana Revada. 

A Baha'i gathering in a vWage of Andhra Pradesh. In this 
State. within sir month.s, more than 2,000 new belie~'ers, 70 
nett.' tocalitif's. two aU-Baha'i l.'iIlages. 

All Heads of delegations to the 1'ecent InterparIiamenta.r1l Con
ference in New Delhi 'T'eceived copies of the Proclamation 01 
Baha'u·Uah. Shown here: Hand oj th.e Cause of God Dr. 
Ra~~matu.·lIcih MuhdjiT. on right; from left to rignt, M.,.. R. N. 
Shah. secretary oj the Nationa[ Spiritual Assembly of India, 
Board oj CounseHo'TS' member Mrs. Shirin Boman, Mr. Sai.~ana, 
Head. and three members of the Laotian delegation. 
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Nicaragua 

First National Conjerence in Nicaragua, Octooer 26, 1969. 

First National Teaching Conference 
in Nicaragua - A Great Success 

The first National Baha'i Teaching Conference of Nic
aragua was held Sunday, October 26, 1969, in the 
national 1:Ia?oiratu'l-Quds. 

Teachers for the conference included: Mrs. Carmen 
de Burafato, Continental Board of Counsellors member. 
presenting thoughts on "Respect and loyalty to the 
administrative institutions;" Jorge V. Harper, who dis
cussed the Nine Year Plan; Mrs. Rose T. Mangapis, 
speaking on the administration of assemblies and com
munities, and the importance of attending Nineteen 
Day Feasts; Edgar Gomez, who had "putting the 
teachings into practice in order to be more moral and 
spiritual" for his subject; and Jose I. Arita, discussing 
the relationship of Fund contributions to our spiritual 
life and goals. 

Twenty-seven believers came to the conference from 
the communities of Jinotepe, Esteli, Managua, and 
Bluefields. Two Bah .. 'is offered to transfer to Muy Muy 
in the Department of Matagalpa. 

The evening meeting drew a capacity audience for 
the l:Ia~iratu'l-Quds, with Mrs. de Burafato as speaker. 
The next evening, Monday, a free, thirty-five minute 
television interview, with Mrs. de Burafato and Mrs. 
Mangapis participating, was held on Channel 2, 

FEBRUARY 1970 

Cameroon 

The National Spiritual Assembly of the Bah.ti'i! of Cameroon. 
Republic, elected Rir;lvan 1969. Left to -right: Ed Karch, KarL 
Jones Enowachuo, Simeon ATTeneke, Peter Arrey Man!' 
Akombi, chairman, ZOTa Banks, tTeasure-r, Laquetta.' Karen, 
S'ecretary, Sampson FOTchak, Dickson Akoh, vice-chairman. 

First Reaiona~ School for East Cameroon. Mall 18-23, 1969, 
'Yaounde, Center Of back row (Greatest Name). Hossein Avare
gan, traveling teacher; Mrs, Janet Mughrabi (Briti8h pioneer), 
secotLd from left in center TOW; American pioneer Louie Stew
art is fourth 1rom ~eft. AuxiHary Board member Jawad 
Mughrabi is at right end of back TOW. 

Cameroon Nationa! Ba1ui'i Convention. Kumba. West CameT
Don Ri~van 1969. 
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Australia Holds Seminars on Teaching Aborigines 

Mrs. AHce Doran (with. Lai Ken Leong) 
of Darwin, Northern Territory, Australia. 
AHce, a mem ber of the Brinken tribe, was 
tile first fuH-blooded aborigine i.n the 
Territory. Sh.e joined the Faith in 1964; 
later served. on the ~ocar Spiritual Assem
bly of Darwin. She died in 1967. 

Well-attended conferences were held October 26, 1969, 
in several Australian states for deepening of the friends 
on teaching the aborigines. The first part of the pro
gram was to. give information to the friends on the 
aboriginal way of hfe, their past and their present 
conditions. Guest speakers, knowledgeable in these 
aspects, presented much information in this area. The 
second part was devoted to ways in which Baha'is 
could teach aborigines the Faith of Baha'u'llah. 

Extracts from State Reports 

VICTORIA (Location of this conference was in the 
Aboriginal Recreation Center, Northcote). 

HThe seminar increased the understanding of the 
Aboriginal people among the Baha'is. It set in motion a 
new and increased effort in the teaching in this field. 
Each speaker approached the subject from different 
points of View, Dr. Barrie Pittock presented the eco
nomics of assistance while we all sat there itching to 
tell him about the Baha '{ solution that seemed to 
escape him. Nevertheless, his comments provoked 
many questions. 

'lThe second speaker, Mrs. White, was concerned 
with the ethical, cultural, and moral aspects of prob~ 
lerns facing the Aboriginal people and ways of assisting 
them. Fortunately, this good lady was able to remain 
with us for lunch and learn of the Baha'i Faith. 

"Our fellow Baha'i, Harry Penrith, was the real key 
to the success of the day. As an Aboriginal with the gift 

An Hat home" arranged. by the Murray BTi.dge, Au.stra.~ia, Com
~unity to meet Auxiliary Board membe1' Marc Towe1's. Left to 
nght: Geoff Carter, from Barmera, Marc Towers, Mr. Rignez, 
from Gtossop, and "Uncle" HaTry Carter. 

of lucid expression, he was able to influence and reduce 
our unconscious, pre-formed attitudes with practical 
advice. We were told by Harry that the term 'Aborigi
nal' is not popular with his people. They use the word 
'Koorie' to describe themselves, and he encouraged us 
to do the same.'t 

WEST AUSTRALIA 
"During the public session, two part-Aboriginal 

speakers addressed the audience. George Harwood, a 
social worker with the Western Australia Department 
of Native Welfare, spoke on the history of Aboriginal· 
European relationships. He emphasized the govern
mental policy of 'assimilation' that has been in evi
dence sinch 1945. Certain aspects of this policy corre
late readily with Baha'i teachings - the fact that abo
riginal customs and traditions must not be destroyed, 
and the importance of employment and education for 
all aborigines. He showed that because of past depriva
tions, aborigines today have a desperate need for 
contact with Europeans on a basis of equality, a need 
for consolidation of their self-respect and dignity. 

"Miss May Miller, a local primary schOol teacher, 
described features of present-day aboriginal sociology; 
for example, mission reserves, the need for preschool 
experiences. Her comment that aborigines have had to 
change from a communal to a competitive way of life 
was felt to be highly significant. 

';In the question time that followed, we learned that 
most West Australian aborigines are 'detribalized' and 
;westernized,' hence, themselves know little of their 
tribal myths and spiritual truths. 

"The conference closed with a reminder from Auxil
iary Board member Bill Washington, that there should 
be no such distinction as 'aboriginal' teaching - our 
task is simply to teach the world, regardless of physical 
differences between its peoples." 

r 



8 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
. 'Two films were shown from the Anth ropology De

partment of the South Australian Museum on Aborigi
nal history and culture: The first, on the NuUabor 
Plains; the second, on cave drawing and the present 
life of the tribal Aborigines in Arnhern Land. 

"Mrs. R. Wilson, of the South Australian Council for 
Aboriginal Women, gave a heart-warming talk on the 
early history of Point McLeay Mission. She pictured the 
deterioration of recent years and stated the need for 
some form of spiritual revival. 

"David Anderson stated that, although city life is full 
of problems for the Aborigines, being dispossessed of 
their tribal lands, they are forced to flock into the cities 
in great numbers. He pointed out that many people 
view Aborigines in terms of racial relationship, not as 
one human being should view another. Discrimination 
exists, although it is sometimes in favor of the Abori
gine. 

"Mrs. Elphick stated that the happiness of Aborigines 
does not depend on their living conditions .. and 
added that Aborigines believe in integration, but not in 
assimilation. She expressed hope that God will gUide 
Aborigines and white people to better themselves. 

"At the afternoon session a compilation from the 
Writings, prepared by the National Spiritual Assembly, 
titled 'Aboriginal Teaching Guide,' was presented to the 
friends. 

"Among the Baha'i speakers was Hand of the Cause 
of God Collis Featherstone, who spoke of his travels, of 
people, of integration." 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
"Country districts were well represented as were all 

local assemblies. The conference chairman, James 
Heggie, opened with an address on the early history of 
the Aboriginal people. Aaron Blomeley continued the 
discussion on this topical subject. 

"Mrs. E. Grant spoke on accomplishments in Sydney 
areas by the Randwick community. The topk, 'On How 
to Approach Aboriginals,' was presented by Miss 
Elaine Harwood, daughter of a member of the Board of 
Counsellors, Howard Harwood, and Mrs. Myrtle Har
wood, one of the families who have done so much 
towards teaching aborigines the Faith. They estab
lished friendly relations with aborigines in the River 
Murray area of South Australia by constantly visiting 
an aboriginal settlement and inviting the people to 
barbecues at the Harwood home. This way, 'Uncle' 
Fred Murray heard of the Faith. He was the first ful!
blooded aborigine to become a Baha'i. .. all he knew 
of the Faith waS what was told him, and what attracted 
him to the Faith was the love Baha'is showed to 
mankind ... 

"Elaine stressed that to teach aborigines we must be 
sure our motives are selfless, that we are sincere and 
prepared to accept them as brothers, and above all not 
to pity them. 

• 'Members of the conference were urged to impress 
upon the communities the need to study the material on 
Aboriginal teaching they had received at the confer
ence. Also, that Aboriginal teaching is now an intrinsic 
part of the teaching effort and must be included in the 
teaching plan of every center." 

FEBRUARY 1970 

Friends attending the Conjerence on Ahoriginal Teaching, 
Sydney, Australia, Octo beT 26, 1969. 

News from Paraguay 

Hand of the Cause of God Dr. Ral).matu'llah Muhajir 
Visited Asuncion, September 9-11, 1969. He met with and 
inspired thirty-five of the friends in two meetings held 
in the National Center. The National Spiritual Assem
bly of the Baha'is of Paraguay has accepted the addi
tional goal of opening the eight Departments still virgin 
to the Faith. Many of the friends have undertaken 
vigorous teaching projects. 

The "Asamblea Espiritual Nacional de los Baha'is 
del Paraguay" is now listed officially as an associated 
non-governmental organization working with the 
United Nations information center in Paraguay. 

The second annual Winter School for Paraguay was 
held in Asuncion August 23-25, 1969. Representing the 
Continental Board of Counsellors for South America, 
Auxiliary Board member David Baral attended with 
Susan Baral. 

The National Spiritual Assembly's plan for raising 
the number of local assemblies from eight to thirteen, 
and the number of groups from eighteen to twenty-one, 
met with enthusiasm. 

With much joy, after years of strenuous sacrifice, the 
first all-Indian institute in the Chaco, Paraguay. was 
held October 25-26_ 1969. Among the delegates were 
Guarani, Guasurango, and Chulupi Indians. This histor
ic institute was the first where all classes were taught 
in GUarani, the native language of Paraguay. Auxiliary 
Board member Eve Nicklin and three Paraguayan 
traveling teachers - Natalia de Caballero, Tito and 
Aida de Armoa .- assisted in teaching the classes. 

r 
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Deepening 
• 
In 

Paraguay 

Paraguay Winter School, Asu.nciOn, Au.gust 23-25, lQ69. 

F'i1'st Ch.aco Institute. October 1969, Pa1'aguay. Gua.surango Baha'is and t€achers, Pa:raQluay. October 1969. 

Be!ievers of Colonia 11 and Villa Boqueron, Chaco, Paraguay, October 1969, 

r 
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Colombia 

The Nationat SpiTituaf Assembly of the Baha'is oj Colombia, 
S.A. Front row: Ines de Montenegro, recording secretary; Luis 
Montenegro, corresponding secretary; Galo Vanegas; Domingo 
Rojas, vice-chairman. Back TOW~ HectoT Varela, treasurer; Luis 
Sanchez, chairman; Olavo Novaes; Betty Toomes; Marcos 
Ramirez (first Guajiro member of the Nationa! SpiTitual As
sembly). 

Japan 

FEBRUARY 1970 

Netherlands 

This Proclamation of Baha'u'Uah display 
in the underpass to the Central Station in 
Rotterdam has brought many inquiries. 

Bahd'is attend a two-day, Autumn Schoo! in Akashi, Japan, October 1969, Hand of the Cause (If God Mr. Funitan in iroTlt center; 
to his right is Continental Board of CounseHors member R. Mumtazi. 

T 
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New Zealand Hosts 
Counsellors' Conference 

A spirit of love and enthusiasm was engendered at 
the November Conference of the Continental Board of 
Counsellors in Auckland, New Zealand, November 14-
16 1969 for believers in this area. Hand of the Cause of 
a.c:d A.' Q_ Faizi, with great patience and love, gave 
careful and deeply spiritual explanations that put many 
subjects into their right spiritual perspective, making 
the Baha'i life a challenge to the materialism of this 
age. 

The cabled assurance of the Universal House of 
Justice that they were praying at the Shrines was a 
constant source of support. The conference was thrilled 
when five of the 120 believers present arose to assist 
with pioneer goals_ Four of the five were young people. 

New Zealand's society is largely homogeneous in 
background, being well over ninety percent British in 
stock; and the presence of Maori, Fiji ISland, and Cook 
Island believers added striking proof of the greater 
beauty of the many-hued garden of God. The confer
ence also reflected the deepening spirit of unity within 
the communit,:;". and it was wonderful to see old friends 
greeting each ~ther. The youth mode a notable contri
bution. During an unprecedented teaching effort, about 
a dozen young people had enrolled in the few short 
months before the conference. Their enrollment was 
like the h-:ady Nine of mass conversion_ 

In the session devoted to youth, there were folk songs 
on Baha'i themes, prayers, and excerpts from The 
Hidden Words. 

The conference was conducted by members of the 
Continental Board. In addition, Mr. Faizi spoke for a 
pu blic meeting and, again, for a fireside on Stmday 
evening_ His closing remarks for the conference told us 
of the greatness of our task, of the need for real 
dedication. 

Devoted Serva nt Passes 
GRIEVED PASSING DEVOTED SERVANT CAUSE 
CLARENCE ULLRICH HIS LONGTIME RECORD 
ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATED MOTHER TEMPLE 
WEST CROWNED BY PIONEER SERVICE CUBA 
JAMAICA WORLD CRUSADE STOP CONVEY DEAR 
WIFE FAMILY OUR SINCERE PRAYERS FOR 
PROGRESS HIS SOUL ABHA KlNGDOM 

The above cablegram from the Universal House of 
Justice to the National Spiritual Assembly of the Ba
hit"is of the United States tells of Mr. Ullrich's passing 
in Bradenton, Florida, (on December 17) after a sudden 
and brief last illness. 

11 

Prayers Held at Panama Temple Site 
On a beautiful sunny Sunday morning, November 30, 

sixty Baha'is from all parts of the Isthmus gathered 
atop a lofty hill outside Panama City for the last prayer 
service before the beginning of construction of the 
second Baha'i House of Worship in the Western Hemis
phere. 

Layer upon layer of hills were visible to the north~ 
east, purple at that time of morning, while to the 
southeast the Pacific Ocean glinted deep blue and 
silver_ All was peace and serenity at this lovely spot 
where just twenty.four months earlier Hand of the 
Cause of God 'Amatu'l-Baha R~iyyih Khanum had 
symbolically laid the cornerstone during the Intercon. 
tinental Conference. The next morning that calm would 
be turned to tumult as work began in earnest on 
Panama's Baha'i House of Worship. 

Prayers were read or recited in both English and 
Spanish: everyone admired the unobstructed view; 
then all trooped down the hill and returned to the 
Haziratu'l-Quds in Panama City to share gOOd-fellow. 
~hip over doughnuts and coffee_ 

Praye1'S at Panama Temple site. November 30, 1969_ 

I 
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Netherlands 

Haiti 

Mt". David Hofman, Member of the Universal House of Justice, 
and Hand of the Cau.se of God JauH 1Qtazeh (both. seated in 
middle Of picture) with Bahd'i at International Bafui'i Youth. 
Summer School, Ellecom, The Netherlands, August 1-10. 1969, 
Eighteen countries weTe represented. 

Regional Bah-a'i Conference. Port au Prince, Hatti, JuJy 1969. 
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'Amatu'I-Baha' Ru~(yyih Khanum 

tours 

Tanzania, Kenya, Ethiopia 

Hands of the Cause 'ArnoW'I-BaM and Enoch Otinga, with jriends, attending a Hou.se of Worship service in Kampala, Uganda, 
DecembeT 1969. 
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On August 5, the wheels of our plane touched down at 
Entebbe Airport. Kampala. Uganda - at last the long
promised visit of 'Amatu'l·Baha to the believers of 
Africa was commencing. In 1961. at the time when she 
dedicated the Mother Temple of Afri"ca for public wor
ship. Rll.I):iyyih Khimum promised the friends to come 
back and really visit them, touring as many Centers as 
possible. After nine years, this has now been fulfilled. 

During her ten-day stay in Kampala she was able to 
attend a reception given in her honor and that of two 
visiting members of the Universal House of Justice, 
Hushmand Fatheazam, and my husband, 'Ali NaJllt
javani; to deliver a public lecture in the hall of the 
National Theater; and to be interviewed for a full half 
hour on Radio Uganda on the "Guest of the Week" 
program. Originally the introducer and the interviewer 
had contemplated ten to fifteen minutes devoted to the 
Baha'i guest, but the discussion became so animated, 
and the two young men and RUQiyyih Khanum got so 
interested in the very diverse questions on the Faith, 
that after the half hour was over the conversation 
continued for some time in the studio. 

Hands Unite in Prayer 

Ru1;1iyyih KhiulUm's happiest moment came when she 
was able to attend a service in the Mother Temple of 
Africa, sitting between Hands of the Cause Musa Ban
imi and Enoch Olinga, It is very seldom that Mr. 
Banani can leave his home these days, but he was able 
to be present at the marriage of his granddaughter 
Bahiyyih NalIDiavimi to Paul Adams of England; and 
so three of the Hands could unite in prayer in the heart 
of the African Continent prior to the very long African 
safari of 'Amatu'I-Bah.3.. 

Rul).iyyih Khanum had purchased a large Land Rover 
- three and a half tons when loaded t - which was 
awaiting her arrival in Nairobi, Kenya; her plan was to 
reach the Baha'is in the villages, who so seldom have 
any opportunity to meet their brothers and sisters from 
other places, how much less other nations and conti· 
nents; a Land Rover. or similar four-wheeled drive ve
hicle, is the only method of doing this, as it wilJ go 

l'"> ":,~-~:> 
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AFRDCA 

A vi! [age meeting in W omanllo. M a.chakos, 
Kenya. 'Amatu'l-Bana is seated behind the 
table. 

through sand, mud, shrubs, and treacherous wasteland 
- certainly not comfortably. but it will go. 

The plan was to have a few days much needed rest 
near Mombasa, then visit the coast of Kenya and 
Tanzania, inland centers of Tanzania, return to Nai
robi, visit some areas in Kisii, leave by air for a month 
to Ethiopia, and then complete the Kenya visit by a ten
day tour of Western Nyanza before proceeding to Kam
pala. 

Although the official Baha'i reception and public 
address of 'Arnatu'l-Baha were scheduled to take place 
towards the end of her Kenya visit, she was neverthe
less interviewed on Kenya television on August 17, 1969, 
on a program called "Today's Guests," and spoke for 
seven minutes. Prior to her departure for Addis Ababa, 
she was invited to the home of Vice-President Moi and 
his wife, where in a most cordial and intimate atmo
sphere, with tea and refreshments, the subject of the 
Faith and other things of a topical nature were dis
cussed for about an hour. 

Tour Covers large Area 

It is not possible to go into the details of a tour such 
as this when already, in a little over four months, we 
have visited more than sixty-three Baha'i localities, 
driven five thousand miles and flown all over Ethiopia. 
However, many of the highlights are of interest and 
their recounting may help fulfill the second reason 
lAmatu'I-Baha undertakes these arduous journeys - to 
stimulate others, young and old, to take heart and arise 
to spread the message of Baha'u'llah, particularly 
among the villagers and illiterates in different parts of 
the world. 

From August 28 to September 2. Rui).iyyih Khlmum 
visited the Baha'i communities on the coast between 
Mombasa and Malindi which are mainly composed of 
members of the famous Giriama tribe. A member of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of Kenya accompanied 
us on this trip and as far as Morogora in Tanzania. 

In the village of Dera a dear Baha'i had built a hut 
and offered it for the Baha'i meetings. As all attendants 
were Baha'is, Rul;dyyih Khanum spoke on the impor-
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'Amlltu'l-Bahd. addTesring a public meeting in 
the National Bahd', Headquarters in Dar es 
Salaam, Tanzania. 

tance of Baha'i administration and regular meetings of 
the local assembly. This coastal region is very beauti
ful, with miles and miles of cocoanut palms outlined 
against the sky. The delicious drink and food we were 
served were all prepared with cocoanut juice or cocoa
nut meat. 

In the village of Mwezangombe over sixty-five Baha'is 
and their friends, young and old, gathered to welcome 
their beloved guests. This meeting Was held in the 
home of one of the devoted believers who had especial
ly erected a pavilion of branches and leaves for this 
meeting and had decorated the entrance to his home 
with flowerbeds and arches. The Baha'i children sang 
several songs, which is certainly one of the best meth
ods of teaching. 

The Anti-Witch Doctor 
The following day we went to visit an old man in the 

village of Msabha. He is Chief Jacobi Kabwere Wonje, 
a famous anti·witch doctor who is licensed by the 
Government of Kenya to practice. (An anti-witch doc
tor is one who breaks the spells of the witch doctors.) 
This man was a pagan, and his conversion to the 
Bah3.'i Faith has impressed non-Baha'is very much. 
Several of his middle-aged sons and some of his wives 
- of which he has seventy - have also accepted the 
Faith. When Rul)iyyih Khanum learned that on the 
previous day one of his children had died, she suggest
ed that he might prefer not to hold the meeting. This 
consideration obviously pleased him, but he expressed 
the desire to go on with the meeting and called many of 
his wives and children to be present. 

After RUJ:iiyyih Khanum's talk, the request he made 
was an echo of the cry of many of the Baha'is in the 
villages. He said, "Please send us a teacher to stay 
with us for some time and confirm us in our under· 
standing and in our faith, too, What is the USe of 
someone coming once and telling us of these wonderful 
teachings of Baha'i love and then leaving us to our~ 
selves?" Ru.Qiyyih lQ).anum promised that she would 
see to it that one of the famous Baha'i teachers of 
Kenya should come and stay with him, as he requested, 
for at least two weeks. 

On September 2, we left Mombasa for the coastal 
town of Tanga, in Tanzania, a distance of 120 miles 
over a frightful road. At the end of five and a half hours 
of driving we were absolutely exhausted. Owing to the 
fact that post office boxes are usually the only add res-

ses available t and the owner of the Tanga one was away 
on a teaching trip. it was disappointing to spend a day 
and two evenings in a place where there were over 
seventy believers and to meet only six at the last 
moment! 

11 One God _ One People II 

In the afternoon of September 4, we arrived in the 
capital of Tanzania, the city of Dar es Salaam. The 
seven-day visit of ·Amatu'l-Baha in this city was ex~ 
ploited to the full and every effort was made to use her 
presence for the proclamation of the Faith. A public 
meeting was held in the beautiful new National Hazira
tu'l-Quds; RUl)iyyih Khanum spoke to an audi,;,c-" of 
over two hundred on the subject of ··One God - One 
People." She said: 

"As I was sitting here tonight thinking about my 
subject, ·One God - One People,t I thought of my own 
part of the world, because you know I am North 
American - half Canadian and half American? and I 
thought about Asia and Africa, and I thought about the 
great difference in the way that one would have to 
approach this subject in the Western Hemisphere as 
opposed to the Eastern Hemisphere. In sophisticated 
circles, in other words, in the cities of the West, 
nowaday s, I don't even know whether you could give a 
talk on the subject of God because most of the people 
probably wouldn't believe that He existed. Mind you. I 
don't mean the rural populations, I mean the sophisti A 

cated, the very well educated populations in the cities ... 

Rllo.iYlJih K..hd.num and Il group ot Ma.so.i h'ibeswomen, Geteri 
MaTket, Kisii, Kenya. 
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Gold Coronation medal presented to 'Ama.tu'l-Bahd by His 
Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie I. on the occasion of he-r 
inte-rview with him on October 16, 1969. 

"I remember an experience I had when in India in 
1964 .. , There was an audience of perhaps twice the 
number of people that are here tonight, and they were 
drawn from the officers camp which was near the 
center of this town, the University professors and 
students, and many professional people. In other words, 
it was quite an elite, educated audience. After I had 
finished my talk, one person got up and said, 'What do 
the Baha'is believe about the love of God?' I had never 
been asked a question like this, and I thought a moment 
and said, 'We believe that the love of God is the 
beginning and end of all things.' As I was at the top of 
the room and could see the audience, when I answered 
this question so simply and absolutely sincerely, be
caUse that is what we believe, I saw a tremor go 
through the audience, and do you know what caused 
this? It was the intense agreement with what I had 
said. I thought to myself that where we would not 
succeed in ending in the West after perhaps a series of 
lectures, in the East you can begin .... My impression 
is that Africa shares this quality with Asia." 

In the course of this same talk RUQiyyih Khimum 
said: "The Baha'is do not believe in unity through 
uniformity. We believe in unity through diversity. If 
you analyze it, this is fundamentally opposed to the 
modern trend of thought in the world, The attitude of 
people is that if everybody belongs to my political 
persuasion whatever it may be - socialism, commu
nism, capitalism, feudalism, dictatorship, Whatever the 
particular national belief of a nation or people, or a 
block of nations or of people may be - their philosophy 
is that if you think as I do, you become converted to my 
philosophy; then we will have world peace; then we 
will have a better society, and so on. It is uniformity
being like me -- that is the [non-Baha'i] answer. 

"We do not believe that at all. We think that the most 
wonderful thing in the world is that we are all different, 
but we combine to make a whole. What does this mean 
in practice? How does this work out when you start 
practicing this doctrine? I can take my own experience 
as a Baha'i as an example, because I am more familiar 
with what goes on in my own Hfe. I have traveled a 
great deal to visit the Baha'is, particularly in the rural 
areas all over the world, in Asia, in South and Central 
America, and in Africa. I find myself speaking to 
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people who are of different racial and different reli. 
gious backgrounds and many of them have been pa
gans. When I go to these people I do not have to say, 
'You are wrong;' I can say. 'You are right.' The reason 
I can say it is because of this Baha'i fundamental belief 
th at God has given to each group of His children 
wonderful qualities, wonderful beliefs, wonderful con
tributions to give to the whole of humanity." 

One Thing ... Very Challenging 
In Dar es Salaam interesting interviews which 

Rul)iyyih Khimum had with various reporters were 
published in the national press. The National Assembly 
of Tanzania gave a reception in her honor in the best 
hotel, at which a number of Members of Parliament, 
members of the Diplomatic Corps, and other notables 
were present. In the address she made to the assembled 
guests at the end of this reception, she said: 

"One thing that I think is very challenging and very 
hopeful in the Baha'i world community is that we have 
succeeded in incorporating the illiterates and the liter
ates on an equal basis ... villagers who cannot read 
lhe newspapers, who haven't gone to school, who don't 
hear the radio, who don't know that the world we live in 
even exists. . you find that these people have 
accepted this universal teaching of Baha'u'llah, and 
you feel this intense feeling of brotherhood with' them 
and of common purpose and understanding. It is a 
very, very wonderful and encouraging thing, and I 
think that m en of thought and good will should know 
that the Baha'i Faith is doing this in the world, because 
to me this is one of the most significant things that we 
are doing .... 

"In my part of the world, the intellectual person 
wonders, really with bafflement and with a certain 
amount of cyniCism, how we are going to be able to 
bridge the gap between people living in the past -liv· 
ing in civilizations that are really almost Stone Age 
civilizations - and the Twentieth Century. What are we 
going to do with these people to bring them into the 
Twentieth Century? They have to come into it; they 
want to come into it. 

"I am talking about people like the Vedas of Ceylon, 
the Senoys of Malaysia, the Australian aborigines-

RtH:Lillyih IQtdnum in African dress; h.er Land Rover, in which 
she is touring Africa. 
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Teaching conference h.eld at Mogwekobi, Kisri, Kenya. 

these people that are in the Stone Age. What can one 
do with these people? Let them die out like a race of 
animals? Let them cease to exist'? Have they no place in 
the world? What are we going to do with these people to 
make them come into a world where they will feel they 
have apart? If we don't have a love and an under
standing for these people, if we don't make them feel 
wanted, if we don't make them feel that they have a 
gift to give to the world of humanity, then what is the 
use? Now I don't say we Baha'is will succeed, but I do 
say that where we are teaching this great modern 
message of love and brotherhood, which we believe is 
from God and is divinely given to the world, we find 
that we can succor these people because there is no 
criticism of them. 

"We believe that they have a contribution to make to 
us; we believe that they are wanted and needed in the 
world and not just some kind of a remnant like an 
animal that, out of pity, we are willing to help and 
willing to condescend to bring into our human world, 
when they are little better, so to speak, than apes. Now 
this difference of attitude inside this Baha'i world 
community is, I think, perhaps one of the most con
structive things We are doing in the whole world. And 
as I am on the subject, I would like to make a plea. 
Perhaps no one in this audience needs to hear these 
words, but 111 be very surprised if all of Us don't need 
to hear them. . 

Modern Prejudice 

"In our modern world ... a new prejudice is growing 
up, this is the prejudice of the educated against the 
illiterate, and it is a very cruel and brutal prejudice ... 
it is a criminal thing that has taken place. All of us 
were illiterate not very long ago. . . . Just because a 
Bolivian Indian is illiterate today doesn't mean that I 
am such a miracle because I can read and write .... I 
think this is something that we have to make people 
realize when we go to people who don't yet know how to 
read and write; we must make them understand that 
there is a difference between knowledge and learning, 
book learning. 

un is a wonderful thing to have learning, book 
learning, and to study all the things that we can study 
now in our school systems, but that has nothing to do 
with knowledge. For millions of years man has organ
ized himself, he has had tribal life, national life, empire 
life if you like, without having the capacity of nearly 
anyone in the country to read and write. This was a 
very rare thing - reading and writing - special cate-

gories, special people knew how to read and write; 
the masses never knew how to read and write, but they 
ran the whole country, they carried on their affairs: 
commerce, art, learning, music - all of these things 
were given to the world. and still the masses of the 
people could not read or write." 

'Amatu'l-Baha was given a ten-minute interview on 
the Tanzania Government radio station. Direct ques
tions on the teachings of the Faith were asked, and she 
had the opportunity of answering them fully. At a 
private dinner party in the home of one of the earliest 
pioneers, 'Amatu'lwBaha met with several prominent 
people, one of them the Chief Justice of Tanzania, 
another a foreign ambassador. 

Man Needs Brakes 

Arrangements had been made for her to address the 
Rotary Club at its weekly luncheon gathering. She 
spoke on "The Moral Failure of Present Society," 
quoting Baha.'u'IHlh's soulwstirring words: "The vitality 
of man's belief in God is dying out in every land." She 
said, "When there is no more belief in religious values, 
whatever the religion may be, then you find the fiber of 
society disintegrating. Man, it seems to me, has to have 
something that be loves and something that he is afraid 
of, and if you do not have any love for God and any 

Rllb-iyyih IQuinum holding her new, Httle namesake. RuMyyih, 
Malava. Kenya. 
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love for the Word of God - in whatever scriptures you 
may have come to accept His words - then you do not 
have brakes; and if you have no fear of God and no 
fear of dOing the wrong thing, and consequently tipping 
the scales so that the balance will be against you 
organical1y, if you like, not necessarily philosophically, 
then also you are in danger. And it occurs to me that 
one of the great, great perils of this society in which we 
live today is that people all over the world are ceasing 
to either love Him or be afraid of Him, and those two 
things act like great brakes on human conduct." 

She concluded her talk by these encouraging words: 
"In the Baha'I teachings it says that if a man has, say, 
nine bad qualities and weaknesses, things we do not 
admire in him, but one good quality, keep quiet about 
the nine and mention the good. Now, if you visualize a 
world in which there was just even a little bit more 
constructive attitude toward other people and other 
nations, you might change a lot of the atmosphere, 
politically and morally and spiritually." 

As RUQiyyih ~anum had, during her previous visit 
to Tanzania, Hawn over to Zanzibar, she decided this 
time that she would fly to Mafia and see the handful of 
new believers on this Island. It proved an unexpectedly 
fruitful and happy experience for us and for the two 
National Assembly members who were with us (one of 
whom was accompanied by his wife; both, amongst the 
oldest pioneers in East Africa). An impromptu meeting 
was held in the Municipal Hall, with the kind permis
sion of the au~horities, at which over Gne· hWlQred. 
people were present, and animated discussion and 
questions followed Ru1;tiyyih Khimum's lecture. As the 
town has no electricity, the hall was lighted by a 
kerosene pressure lamp kindly lent for the occasion by 
a member of the audience. 
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Before departing from this small copra-growing 
island, 'Amatutl-Baha and those accompaning her paid 
a visit to the Area CommiSSioner, assuring him of our 
appreciation of the friendly reception we had had on his 
island and calling to his attention the entirely nonpoliti
cal character of the Baha'i Faith and its cardinal 
principle of strict obedience to government. Such con
tacts are essential in these days when the times are 
disturbed and various movements with political over
tones are viewed, quite legitimately. with suspicion. 

It is not possible to give a detailed account of the 
Centers visited from September 14 to 28 while we 
traveled in the Eastern and Central part of Tanzania, 
but some highlights remain in my mind most Vividly, 
such as the use Ru1).iyyih Khlmum so often makes in 
her talks of an example on the spot: 

In the village of Kingolwira, addressing a small 
audience, 'Amatu'l-Baha took the building we were 
gathered in. a long, tunnel-like hall with arched beams 
supporting the roof, as a graphic illustration of her 
point. She said it consisted of three parts: the walls 
which could be likened to humanity, the iron beams 
which were like different religions of the world. and the 
roof which was like the Baha'i Faith, uniting and 
protecting all. 

A Tree Revisited 

At the meeting at Mwami, which was held under a 
very big tree, the same one where, eight years ago, 
Rul)iyyih Khanum had met and addressed the Baha'is, 
some of those same believers were again present. 
providing a cardial atmosphere of reunion. 

In the small town of Korogwe, we spent five days 
visiting Baha'is in nearby towns and in meetings held 
on some of the big sisal estates. On four evenings we 
had meetings in an African hotel in a rOOm occupied by 
the member of the National Assembly who was ac
companying us on this part of our Tanzanian tour. 
Another member of the National Assembly. a young 
pioneer, joined us with his wife and four small children. 

As old and new Korogwe are about two miles apart 
and our hotel was in the new section - but the few local 
Baha'is lived in the old section - we would all huddle 
together (adults, Children, believers; and new friends 
come to learn of the Faith for the first time) on the bed, 
table, chairs, and floor of our Baha'i brother's bed
room, sometimes fourteen of us in a space about three 
meters wide by four meters long! Animated discussion 
and questions would follow RUJ:1iyyih ~b-anum's opening 
remarks, in which she invariably emphasized how 
happy she w~s to be there, how much she enjoyed such 
informal exchanges of ideas, and that they were wel
come to ask any questions they liked. 

Teaching conference held at Menu Baha'i Institute, Kenya. 
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·Amatu'~-Bah.d. and the believers and friends gathered at the site [01' the new Baha'i 
Center of Kaptoroll. Nandi Land, Kenya. 

The questions, as we have always noticed in the 
villages and small places. were the reflection of intel
ligent and questing minds, and the discussion most 
stimulating and interesting. The Africans were touched 
by the way these little Persian children would recite 
prayers, even the tiny girl of three saying, in her 
piping, mouse-size voice, a little prayer in front of 
almost a hundred people, half of them children. in a 
meeting at Mambo. 

Rtil,)iyyih Khtmum often comments that when the 
pioneers will take their children with them on village 
teaching trips it has a profound effect, as it is a true 
demonstration of our sense of the oneness of humanity; 
people do not take their precious children among peo
ple they do not trust; also, the influence on the Baha'i 
children is profound and encourages them to teach 
from their earliest infancy. Several young men and 
women embraced the Cause of Baha'u'llah as the result 
of this Korogwe visit. This is really the best way of 
planning the itinerary of traveling teachers, giving 
them time to remain in one place for several days, to 
teach and deepen the believers. The field is vast, the 
harvest waiting to be gathered so abundant, and the 
laborers so few! This is the true heartache when one 
goes out into the field of actual service. 

Why We Need the Masses 
RUl:tiyyih Khimum often asks the friends how we are 

going to build the World Order of Baha'u'Uah with a 
handful of believers. It is like trying to bake a loaf of 
bread with a spoonful of flour and a few drops of water! 
She says we need masses of believers to work with, to 
knead into loaves, to shape into a new society, 

For two nights in the beautiful town of Moshi, close to 
the snow~capped peak of Kilimanjaro, we met with the 
fine local group of Baha'is and their friends in the 
Baha'i Center: all eagerly listened to the loving and 
refreshing words of their beloved and precious guest. 

Our last stop in Tanzania was in the charming town 
of Arusha, where a gathering was held in the home of a 
Baha'i couple, ten miles from the city. At this meeting 
RilJ:>.iyyih Khimum told the friends they should not be 
discouraged by the fewness of their numbers, for in the 
future their descendants would be proud of the fact that 
their ancestors were among the first Baha'is of Tanza
nia. They were like the first drops of the rain, isolated 
and few in number, but soon the heavy downpour would 
begin which would water the hearts of great masses of 
people, 

From October 7 to 11 'Amatu'l-Baha, accompanied by 
two of the earliest pioneers to Africa, one of them a 
member of the National Assembly of Kenya, visited the 
Kisii District in the highlands of Kenya, At an evening 
meeting in the home of Baha'is on a tea estate at 
Kericho, it was so cold we hudd1ed around a wood fire 
for warmth as well as light. We found the group was all 
new Baha'is, both sincere and well informed, thanks to 
the services of a full-time, Baha'i teacher in their area. 

In Mogwekobi Teaching Institute, over one hundred 
adults and children attended a meeting held to wel
come Rliqiyyih Kh~tnum. All four of our party. which 
had now been joined by two other members of the 
Kenya National Assembly, were the guests of one of the 
old Baha'is in his home in Mosima. and daily we visited 
other Baha'i communities in this area. 

The Admirable Ma,ai 
The highlight of this trip was the day when, in Geteri 

Market, we met with several Masai Baha'is and their 
friends. These beautiful and colorful people, whom 
Rlil).iyyih Khimum has always admired, hold a special 
place in her heart; so you can imagine her joy when 
she was introduced to a dignified old Masai and discOlf
ered that he and another member of his tribe were on 
the Area Teaching Committee. 

Some of the roads, after heavy showers wl'tich started 
regularly every afternoon, were absolutely impassable 
to any vehicle but a four·wheel drive. One stretch of 
sixteen miles of mud, Rul:;dyyih Khanum said, was the 
worst she had ever driven over in her entire life. 
Nevertheless, she insisted in keeping her appointment 
with the Baha'is, saying that they so seldom had any 
guests from far away and quoting the words of 
Baha'u'IHlh, "Say not that which thou doest not, and 
promise not that which thou canst not fulfill." She had 
promised, and she was going; but her shoulders were 
sore from the driving for several days, 

Arrival in Addis Ababa 
On October 15, we landed in Addis Ababa airport to 

be met with a tremendous welcome from a large and 
most loving group composed of the Ethiopian Board 
member I National Assembly members, pioneers and 
friends from many places, The dream of visiting Ethic-
pia, cherished by both 'Amatu'l-Baha and me, was at 
last being fulfilled, Our stay of over one month was 
truly the climax, so far, of this long African tour, Every 
day was packed with activity, and great victories were 
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Bahd.'i children's choir in Kiptuiya, Nandi Land, Kenya. 'Amatu'l-Baha is seated at the 
'Tight. 

won for OUf beloved Faith in this ancient and historic 
land, 

On arriving at her hotel, Rul;tiyyih Kh~mum was 
interviewed by a reporter from one of the larger 
journals. In the afternoon the director of one of the 
leading programs of the National Radio came to her 
sitting room and recorded her in an informal interview 
of questions and answers - a full half-hour of compre
hensive information on the history of the Faith and its 
teachings. He was greatly impressed by what he heard 
and put the entire interview on the air, a unique 
occasion for the Baha'is in Ethiopia as it was the first 
time mention of the Cause of Baba'u'lHlh had ever been 
broadcast in that country. We later learned that many 
of the believers in other cities had been able to hear 
this program. It was a source of great encouragement 
to the friends who are just beginning to emerge from 
obscurity and are, for the first time, experiencing a 
rapid increase in numbers in spite of the fact that 
Ethiopia was opened to the Faith in 1935, almost twenty 
years before the start of the World Crusade in 1953. 

It had long been the desire of Rtil).iyyih Khanum to 
meet His Imperial Majesty, Haile Selassie I. This 
interview had been·tentatively arranged for the follow~ 
ing morning at ten, but as it had still to be confirmed, 
we were not actually certain it would take place until a 
few minutes before we left for the office of the Emperor, 
in the Grand Palace. 

Emperor Grants Interview 

Mr. Gila Bata, a lawyer, one of the first believers of 
Ethiopia and a member of its National Assembly, 
whose duty had brought him into contact with the 
Emperor on more than one occasion. had made all the 
arrangements and was present with ·Amatu'l-Baha and 
me. 

Rul)iyyih. Kh.imum h.ad decided sh.e preferred th.e low 
Ethiopian bow to the curtsy of the West; and when we 
were ushered into the spacious drawing room, fur~ 
nished much in the tradition of a comfortable, tasteful, 
European parlor, which was evidently used as a more 
informal reception room and office than a Chamber of 
State, she bowed very low, and so did we. The private 
secretary of the Emperor, who, in addition to being an 
officer of the Court, holds among other things the title of 
Minister of the Pen, a man of fifty or so, told us to COme 
forward and shake hands with the Emperor. I noticed 
that as Ru1)iyyih ~banum took his hand all she said 
was, "Your Majesty." He motioned her to be seated in 
one of the two armchairs placed to the right of his 
armchair, not six feet from him, and I sat next to her. 
He instructed Gila Bata to sit opposite him on one' of a 
row of chairs against the wall. This, we later learned, 
was quite contrary to Ethiopian custom, as the subjects 
do not generally sit in the presence of the Ruler. It Was 
evidently to be a European interview. 

Baha'i chiIdTen's class Tongarini settlement, Scheme, KeTlya. 
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His Imperial Majesty is such a familiar figure that he 
scarcely needs to be described. Short, and slight in 
build, he is great and commanding in presence. Al
though his hair and beard are now streaked with grey I 
his eyes are brilliant and full not only of life and a keen 
intelligence, but at times there is a surprising degree of 
warmth and kindliness that reflects the very soul of this 
great man. 

Interview Informal 

When we were seated, the Emperor said something in 
Amharic to his Secretary. or Chamberlain. who did all 
the translating and was the only other person in the room 
with us, Then he turned to RulJiyyih Kl:1imum and said. 
"Proceed." She afterwards said that this disconcerted 
her very mUCh, as it sounded as if she had come with a 
petition of some kind. She then said that if she might 
express what was really in her heart, naturally and 
openly. she wanted to tell His Majesty how deeply she 
was honored and moved by being received by him, as 
she had So long admired him "as a King and as a man" 
because of the way he had conducted himself in the 
face of the many trials and hardships of his life, and 
the way he had overCOme them. 

Throughout the entire interview, which lasted a full 
half-hour, the sincerity of her feeling for this Ruler, a 
true depth of feeling, was very apparent. It even 
affected her voice at times, as if one could hear the 
tears in it, and this was in no way lost upon the 
Emperor, who, whatever he had expected, had certain
ly not expected this. I think it moved him, too. 

Gila Bah said he had never seen the Emperor so 
informal, that he seemed to be enjoying the meeting 
with 'Amatu'I-Bah". Indeed, the length of time he 
accorded us would seem to confirm this, as his ante~ 
chamber was full of people who no doubt had urgent 
matters for his attention. 

Although the Emperor evidently understands English 
quite well, for the most part he addressed RUl)iyyih 
Khanum in Amharic through his Secretary, who would 
then translate, prefixing his remarks by "His Imperial 
Majesty says .... " Every now and then the Emperor 
would say something to her in English, but finding 
discussion on philosophical matters too complicated, 
would go back to Amharic. One of the first things he 
said was, "You have many Baha'is in my country?" to 
which Rul).iyyih l51J.anum replied, HSome, Your Majes
ty/' and added, "under the protection of Your Majes· 
ty's wing." 

There were certain paints that she was able to bring 
out clearly, as the Emperor not only spoke himself, but 
asked her questions and listened attentively to what she 
said. All in all, it was quite a remarkable conversation. 

She said (and no attempt is made here to give either 
a verbatim account or follow the sequence of these 
remarks) she wished him to know that, as obedience to 
governments was one of the cardinal teachings of 
Baha'u'IUh, he would find no more loyal and obedient 
subjects in his Kingdom than the Baha'is, that they 
were entirely nonpolitical in their activities, indeed 
never interfered in political matters. 

When she had mentioned these characteristics of the 
Baha'IS, His Majesty stated that in his country there 
was complete freedom of religion. that it comprised 
many Muslims as well as Christians, and that even the 
pagan who worshipped a tree was free to do SOt as he 
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Gift oj a clay pot, with her name baked into it. being pre-
8ented to Rulliyyth 1:Ql.d:num by the Bahd'i who made it_ 
Givogi Teaching Conference, Kenya. 

was worshiping the spirit of God behind that tree, so to 
speak. Indeed, he spoke so beautifully and so tolerantly 
that it was a revelation to us. He also strongly deplored 
the derisive spirit among religious leaders, and said 
that he constantly strove to promote unity and co
operation amongst them. 
R~iyyih Khanum was able to set forth in lucid 

language the concept the Baha'is have that religion is a 
natural phenomena of life in this world, always unfold. 
ing as man matures on this planet; that all Revelations 
are from God; that Baha?u'llah is the Revealer of the 
one for this day, and that there will always be, in the 
future, a further unfoldment of divine truth. 

She also stressed the point that she felt we must all be 
on our guard against: the new prejudice of the Twenti
eth Century - being added to all the terrible, old preju
dices of race, religion, and class - that of the educated 
against the illiterate. 

The Exchonge of Gifts 

When we rose to take our leave, 'Amatu'l-Baha asked 
if she might present a gift to His Imperial MajestYt 
though it was only a modest token of her esteem. She 
then took from me the silver box she had wrapped in 
silk, saying this was the workmanship of her husband's 
native land, PerSia, and handed it to the Secretary. To 
our surprise, he unwrapped it and presented it to the 
Emperor to survey. 

Arrival of 'Amatu'l-Bahci and Viofette Nals.!tiavani at Addis 
Ababa Airport, October 15, 1969. 
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·Am4tu·I~Bah.ti and the friends of Addis Ababa on the occasion of the celebration of the Birthday of Bahd'u·Udh. The dnss she 
iJI wearing was a gift Of one of the Ethiopian Bahd'is. 

We then bowed low, the Emperor again shook hands, 
and we backed respectfully towards the door. Just as 
we reached it, His Imperial Majesty said something to 
his Secretary. who approached Ru:t;.iyyih Khfmum and 
asked her to wait a moment. As we stood, he opened a 
cabinet against a wall, took out a box and handed it to 
the Emperor. who asked Rul).iyyih Khanum to ap
proach. Opening the small case, he showed her the gold 
medal of his Coronation, saying this was a token of his 
esteem and not because of any intrinsic value it might 
have. Ru:Q.iyyih Khimum accepted it gracefully. 
thanked him, and we departed. Thus ended what must 
truly be considered an historic interview in every way. 

an the 17th of October we motored, accompanied by a 
number of other cars, to Awasa in Southern Ethiopia, 
where the Board of Counsellors with the co-operation of 
the National Assembly had arranged a three-day teach
ing conference in Gemeto. Many hundreds of the new, 
local Baha'is, as well as a large number of the friends 
from Addis Ababa and Asmara, attended this confer
ence. 

On the second day of OUr arrival, before going to 
nearby Gemeto to the conference, 'Amatu'l-Baha paid 
a courtesy call on the highest government official who 
was present in the district, Mr. Girazmatch Kebede 
Woldemedhin, the Chief Secretary of the Sidamu Dis
trict. When the Chief Secretary insisted that Rul:tiyyih 
Khimum should be escorted to the conference by the 
Chief of Police, as well as by the Governor of the 
Gemeto area, she said, with a deep sense of humility: 

"One hundred years ago Baha'u'l1ah, the Founder of 
our Faith, Who was a distinguished nobleman, was 

taken on foot, bareheaded and barefooted, in chains 
under the burning SWl, from His palace in the moun
tains to the worst dungeon in Tihran; now, for His sake 
and in His honor, I accept the honor you are bestowing 
On me." 

An Ethiopian Conference 

The conference, which took place amidst a cluster of 
mud huts in the depths of a luxuriant growth of muck 
bananas, was held under an immense tent borrowed 
from the army. The villagers, a tall, handsome people 
(many of the men carrying spears which they used to 
defend their cattle against wild animals; many of the 
women clad only in aprons and cloaks of hide), listened 
attentively, hour after hour, to the many taThs, most of 
which had to be translated from either English or 
Amharic into their own tongue. 

At night, the ladies from Addis Abaha cooked a big 
pot of food, and we all sat about on the ground under 
the stars, eating with our hands in that happy and easy 
spirit of companionship that seems to spring up among 
Baha'is everywhere in the world. This was the first 
conference of its kind ever held in Ethiopia and a 
SOurce of great joy to all the friends. 

The last day, 'Amatu'l-Baha laid three foundation 
stones in the Vicinity for three Baha'i buildings. The 
National Assembly had selected a piece of land, offered 
by the chairman of the local Spiritual Assembly of 
Gemeto, to build the Banimi Teaching Institute on; and 
two other friends had each also eagerly donated a piece 
of land on which, in the future, it is hoped to erect a 
simple Baha'] Center and a village school. 

T 
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Ethiopian. Display Talents 

One of the highlights of this visit was an unusual and 
fascinating dance given by the young villagers. The 
Addis Abada friends, who have been going down on 
successive weekends to teach the Faith in the Gemeto 
area, were very surprised as none of them had ever 
seen it before. As usual, the villagers knew how to 
honor the guests who had come from so far to be with 
them! 

Another thing that added to their experiences of this 
day was the singing by a group of the local children of 
Baha'i songs in Persian, in English, in Amharic, and in 
their own language, which songs they had learned in 
such a short space of time. So distinct was their 
pronunciation that we could understand both the En
glish and the Persian words. Truly, the Ethiopian 
people have a unique gift for languages. 

Another scene that lingers in my memory is the old 
man who, with a trembling voice, addressed these 
words to Rul)iyyih Khanum: 

"Our hearts are so full with all the blessings that you 
have brought us. Last night you lightened our meetings 
with electrical light and showed us beautiful films; and 
today you have lightened our hearts and souls with the 
spiritual light of the love of Baha'u'Uah." 

The celebration of the Birthday of the Bah was the 
happy crown of these wonderful days. 

On our way back to Addis Ababa, we stopped in the 
village of Bulbula. Four distinguished Muslim Sheiks 
were present in this meeting. They were greatly 
touched by the spirit of the Baha'is and the beauty of 
the teachings of Baha 'u 'llah. In this meeting, which 
was held under the shade of a tree on a fiat, dusty 
plain, 'Amatu'l-Baha sat on the ground WIth the other 
friends and spoke such words of wisdom as to melt the 
hearts of all who heard her. 

Sheiks Dedare Faith 

The most distinguished Sheik, who was visiting this 
area, expressed his joy on hearing this wonderful 
message of God and invited the Baha'is to come and 
visit him and teach the Faith in his home. Two of the 
three Sheiks accepted the Faith, and several others 
also acknowledged their belief in Baha 'u'llah. 

On our way baCk, we also stopped at the home of one 
of the Baha'is whose young wife had given birth to their 
first baby. We had prayers for the mother and the 
baby, and, as the parents of the baby requested a name 
for their baby girl, RulJiyyih 15.rdmum gave the name of 
Bahiyyih to her. On this same route there was a small 
hotel where we spent a night, and where three of the 
staff had accepted the Faith a few days earlier. We 
were happy to have the chance of seeing these new 
believers. 

On October 22, 'Amatu'I-Baha. Mr. and Mrs. Belete 
Worku, and I had the honor of being received by 
Princess Tenagne Worke Haile Selassie, a daughter of 
the Emperor and one of the best-known members of the 
royal family, and her daughter Princess Seble Desta. 
Both of these ladies are very active in women's work in 
their country, For almost an hour we stayed with them, 
had coffee, and talked about the teachings of Baha
'uJllah, which RUQiyyih Khimum very eloquently clari
fied, explaining our belief in progressive Revelation. 
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RuMyyih. Khanum addressing the Gemeto Teaching Confer
ence in E th.iopia. 

Baha'is attending the Gemdo Teaching ConjeTence in Ethiopia, 
October 18-20. 

Baha'is gathered in Gemeto fOT the laying of the corneTstone 
oj the new Banani Teaching Institute, October 20, 1969. 
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RutJ,i1/Vih I:Q:tanum lays the third cornerstone fOT a Bahd'i 
building in Gemeto. Kenya. 

To Princess Tenage, a copy of The ProclamatiDn of 
Bahci~u'Udh was given, and to her daughter. a copy of 
Baha'u'U<ih and the New Era. When Rul)iyyih Khlmum 
mentioned the beauty and power of the prayers of 
Baha'u'llah, this young princess expressed the desire to 
read them. RuJ::liyyih Khimum said she would send her 
a copy of Prayers and Meditations of Bahci'u'Ucih. 

{The sac.ond part of this aecount of 

Ru~(yyih ~enum's travels in Africa 

will appear in the April issue.] 

Hand of the Cause 

visits Wisconsin 

MARCH 1970 

The bounty of an unexpected and unofficial visit from 
Hand of the Cause of God J alaI Khiizeh was the privi
lege of the Bahatis of Shorewood, Wisconsin, during 
early December 1969. Mr. Khilzeh agreed to meet with 
other Bahil'i communities in Wisconsin, and spoke to 
three large gatherings in different parts of the state 
during his four-day visit. 

With humor and firmness, he spoke on the institutions 
of the Faith, the significance of Feasts, the necessity for 
deepening. the role of the youth in building the new 
World Order, and the history of the Faith's early days. 

Oconomowoc 

"If you are a soldier, would you like to go into battle 
without any arms?" he asked, meeting with the Baha'is 
of Oconomowoc. "No, first you must have arms. or you 
will surely be vanquished. Similarly, we are the sol
diers of God. We must have knowledge, Or we will be 
defeated when we try to teach. Baha'is should arm 
themselves with devotion and faith, steadfastness, ser
vice, and complete attraction to the Abha kingdom. 
Then they will win great victories for the Cause of 
Baha 'u'llah." 

Milwou'ee 

Speaking in the Milwaukee Baha'i Center, he recalled 
that it was sixteen years that evening since the beloved 
Guardian had conferred upon him the honor of being 
appointed a Hand of the Cause of God. 

"In these sixteen years, it has been my privilege to 
travel constantly around the world, meeting the lovers 
of Baha'u')U.h. In Korea, where mass conversion has 
begun, in India, in South America, souls are working 
for this Cause who have first won the love of their new 
companions and then have led them into this beloved 
Faith. Where there is love, teaching will be successfuL 
If you do not love those whom you teach, there will be 
no effect." 

Madison 

In Madison, in the home of Mrs. Charlotte Keefrey, 
fifty Baha'is gathered to hear Mr. Khazeh speak on the 
GuardianShip and the Universal House of Justice. He 
recalled the years intervening between the passing of 
the beloved Guardian and the formation of the Univer
sal House of Justice. 

"The Hands of the Cause were named the Chief 
Stewards of the embryonic World Order of Baha· 
'u'llah," he declared. "They served as midwives at the 
birth of the divinely-ordained, long-awaited institution 
of the Universal House of Justice. Gladly they turned in 
obedience to this body I referred to so explicitly by the 
Center of the Covenant, 'Abdu'l-Baha, and the beloved 
Guardian; and everywhere that they travel in the 
world they call the attention of the friends to this 
unprecedented gift from God, which will help us retain 
the unity and the purity of the Faith in all time to 
come." 

Wherever Mr. Khazeh traveled, he spent time an
swering the questions of youth, attracting their interest 
and attention. Following his visit in Wisconsin, he spoke 
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at deepening classes in communities near the House of 
Worship in Wilmette. All who met him were deeply 
moved by his devotion to the beloved Guardian and his 
staunch support of the teaching plans given us by the 
Universal House of Justice. 

EI Salvador 

National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Et Salvador 
J969-70: (Front) Delfin Tadeo Tesorero, Jose Maria PadUla 
(chairman), Jeanne de Farrand (.secretary), Gayle Woo [son, 
Margarita Ortiz, and Jose Antonio Mayorga; (back) Rafael 
Ga1'cia. Quentin Farrand. and Napoleon Gonzales. 

Colombia 

Delegates from the Motil6n tribe, Departmenz oj Cesar, to 
the Eighth. National Convention of Colombia. 
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Switzerland 
Members of the Teaching Committee of Suisse Ro· 

mande manned an art exhibit in the university town of 
Fribourg, Switzerland, last July, as they began a 
monthly teaching program there. A large oil painting 
entitled, "Prophetic Vision," was featured at the exhib
it (see picture). This was the first time they had been 
a ble to get an advertisement in the local paper. 

Fribourg is basically a French-speaking area, with 
some German, and resident pioneers, with these lan
guages, are needed there. 

The Lesser Antilles 
Alfred Osborne. a member of the Continental Board 

of Counsellors for Central America, made an extensive 
teaching trip throughout many of the islands of the 
eastern Caribbean during November and December. 
His trip included Grenada, St. Martin, and St. Thomas. 

"The friends . . . conducted one of the largest 
proclamation campaigns in the history of St. Thomas 
by combining several speaking engagements by Mr. 
Osborne with two showings of the new Bahi'i film, 'A 
New Wind.' tl Another showing of the film at the Apollo 
Theater was given in observance of Human Rights 
Day. (Baha'i News of the Lesser Antilles) 
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New Guinea 

Nine viHagoes were represented at this 
Novemfu!'T 1969 Teaching Conte-rence in 
GOToka, New Gu.inea. Subjects presented 
included: The life of BaM'u'nah., teach.
ing institutes, Bafui'i life, Feasts, elec
tions', and the relevant question of "unity" 
between different people from different 
areas with different languages. 

MARC:H 1970 

Maye Seychelles 
Part of the audi.ence of over three hun· 
dred at the Victoria, Maye Seychene~ 
Islands, Human Rights observance De
cember 9, 1969. Speaker included: David 
Petrouse, student at SeYchelles College. 
and Andre' Samson, who spoke in French, 
whose talk was then translated into 
creole by Mr. B. Renaud. Films wen 
shown; and a broadcast oueT Radio Sey
chenes was made the same evening. 

Bolivia 

A teaching conference at the National Teaching Insti· 
tute, Cochabamba, Bolivia, December 19-21, 1969. A 
member of the Continental Board of Counsellors, an 
Auxiliary Board member, some of the National Spiritual 
Assembly, pioneers, and permanent traveling teachers 
were present to review and implement special plans for 
the August 1970 Continental Conference in La Paz, 
Bolivia, 

Bolivian National Teaching Institute, December 19-21, 1969. 
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WORLD RELIGION DAY 
Vietnam 

Thousands of believers of various religions attended 
World Religion Day observances throughout Vietnam it 
was reported in one of the eleven Vietnamese daily 
newspapers that carried reports of the public meetings. 
Reports were also carried in English and government 
papers, as well as on radio, television and in cinemas 
throughout the country. 

In the Saigon area 800 were present, and similar 
meetings were held in other major cities. The chairman 
of the Saigon meeting was Justice of the Supreme 
Court, Mr. Tran Van Liern; the speakers were: the 
Venerable Thich Quang DOl professor at the Van Hanh 
Buddhist University; the Reverend Vu Due Kham, 
Director of the Social and Cultural Department of the 
Saigon diocese; Mr. Le Cho, Secretary of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Vietnam. The 
report included an imposing list of representatives from 
the various religions, associations, and knowledgeable 
people. 

Quotes 
Venerable Thich Quang Do:" an united and 

progressive world has been the dream not on1y of 
mankind today. which is suffering too much in the fire 
of war, but it was also the ideal taught by all the 
Prophets and great thinkers .... Today, with the 
prayers of mankind, people will return to Ceasar that 
which belongs to Ceasar. The truth is one, and all the 
religions are different ways which lead to that unique 
truth. 

Mr. Le Cho (Baha'i): "There can be no power which 
can re-estabUsh the stability and prosperity of the world 
if it is not an awakening of mankind, which must turn 
towards the eternal truth and obey the commandments 
of God." He added, ".. In the greatness of this 
subHme enterprise, the Baha'is volunteer themselves to 
act as architects, bricklayers, and servants, each mak
ing sacrifices and striving to serve God - to serve the 
progress of mankind." 

Speakers Jar Saigon, Vietnam, World Re!igicn Day of>serv
ance, January IS. 
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Western Samoa Youth Conference 
The First International Baha'i youth Conference of 

the South Pacific, held at Apia, Western Samoa, from 
December 29 to January 2, attracted youth from many 
parts of the South Pacific to a week of deepening, 
planning, fellowship, and unity that will long be re
membered. There were ninety registrants from Ameri
can Samoa. Australia, Fiji, Hawaii, New Caledonia, 
New Zealand, Tonga, United States, and Western Sa
moa, a remarkable gathering considering the great 
distances involved, Nearly a third of the youth of New 
Zealand managed to come, and many of the islanders 
spent a week traveling by boat each way. 

Hand of the Cause 'Abu'l-Qasim Faizi taught many 
wonderful classes, and Board of Counsellors member 
Suhayl 'Ala'i, three Auxiliary Board ,members, and 
several members of National Assemblies were also 
present. Representatives from most of the countries 
participated in the program, sharing their knowledge, 
experience, and activities with the other youth. Work
shops permitted everyone to join in discussions of 
various Baha'i topics, to decide on individual and 
national goals, and to write new Baha'i songs. There 
was much singing and dancing, with special perfor
mances by the different national groups. At the close of 
the conference, Mr. Faizi addressed a public meeting in 
downtown Apia to which more than 150 people came. 

Those youth who were able to came early or stayed 
after the conference to help with the teaching work. 
One group spent a day in a village on the neighboring 
island of Savai'i, where the local chiefs honored them 
with a kava ceremony, food presentation, and fiafia 
(song and dance program)_ 

Much of the success of the conference was due to the 
careful planning of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the South PaCific Ocean, the great efforts of the Baha'is 
of Apia, and the cooperation of the friends from many 
countries. As the youth reluctantly parted, they took 
with them a better understanding of their responsibili
ties and opportunities as Baha'i youth, a new aware
ness of the diversity and growing strength of the Faith 
around the South Pacific, a deeper knowledge of the 
history and central concepts of their Faith, specific 
individual goals and national teaching plans, and new 
bonds of love and understanding with their fellow 
youth. The fruits of this historic conference should be 
harvested for many years to come_ 

Part of audience at Saigon, Vietnam, World ReHgion Day 
meeting, January lB. 
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TEXAS 

Spiri~u.ul Assembly of KWeen, Texas, 1969. Standing, leit to 
right, Velma Rogers. Dale Lesh, Miss O. T. Juenemann, and 
James Baumgartner. Seated: James D. Rogen. GaTv Sterling, 
And,.iana Baumgartner. and Frances Lawes. Inset: Barbara 
Camp ben. 

MA.RCH 1970 

ITALY 
Seventh Italian Summer School 

The seventh Italian Summer School took place at 
Igea Marina, a sea resort on the Adriatic, from Sep
tember 7-18, 1969, It was attended by Baha'is and their 
friends from Italy and other countries as well as by a 
great number of youths, Two Hands of the Cause of 
God, Dr. Adelbert Mlihlschlegel and Jalal Khazeh, 
three members of the Continental Board of Counsellors, 
Mrs. D. Ferraby, Mr. L. Henuzet, Dr. E. Blumenthal, 
and two AUXiliary Board members, Mr, M, Piarulli and 
Mr. J. Holmlund, brought inspiration to the schOol by 
talking to the friends and making them conscious of 
their duty to teach the Faith. and of the importance of 
fulfilling the goals on the homelront. 

A professor from the University of Milan and a young 
assistant professor from the University of Florence, 
both non-Bah a ~is, also lectured. Both arrived at the 
conclusion that the prinCiples of the Baha'i Faith pre
sent the only solution to the failing institutions of the 
world. 

A wonderful Baha'i atmosphere pervaded throughout 
the school, and all the frjends, whatever their country 
or background, had an opportunity to strengthen their 
ties with each other. 

Another Publishing Trust 

Italy has had its own PubHshing Trust for about a 
year, fulfilling one of its goals for the Nine Year Plan. 
They c an now place books allover their country for 
sale to the public. It is their hope that this will be 
" another step toward spreading more widely the writ
ings of the Faith." 

Se-venth. Italian Summer School, Igea Marina, SeptembeT 7~18, 1969. 
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Colombia 

Believers irom Bogota, Cali, Jamundi, Maiza!es, and Pereira at the Cali, Colombia, Summer School, O~tobeT 1969. 

Alaska 

Kenai, Alaska, October 1969. panel on Indian Council. Left to 
rignt: WUlie WiUolla, Maynard Eakan, Victor McNeil, Joyce 
Norm.an, Maggie Hursey, William Coppock, Peter Singyke, 
AUce Kak:aruk, Melba King; (foreground) Art Jess. JT. 

New York 

Duchess County, New York, 1969 Fair booth.. 
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Minnesota 

The Governor of Minne:::ota signs World 
Peace Day prodamatio1l, September ]2. 

1969. 

St. Paul Community Activities 

This Community has been assisting isolated believers 
in Cambridge and Dalbo, with believers participating 
from Mille Lacs, Onamia, Anoka, Northfield, Minneapo
lis, and Bloomington. 

On September 12, the Governor of Minnesota signed a 
World Peace Day proclamation, which had been sent to 
him. Jim Beasley, of Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin, 
spoke on September 21 over Radio WLOL lrom 9:0()' 
10:30 a.m. Thirty non·Bah';·;s attended the public meet
ing that Sunday afternoon in the Macalester College 
Chapel. 

Baha'u'llah's Birthday was recognized by a showing 
of the film, "A New Wind," with John Berry, secretary 
of the State Goals Committee, as follow-up speaker. 
This premiere was held in Coffman Memorial Union on 
the University of Minnesota campus, and three hundred 
persons attended. Excellent newspaper and radio cov
erage was achieved for this premiere. 

Good coverage was also had for a January 24 meet
ing at the Y.W.C.A. Traveling teacher Mrs. Margaret 
Jensen of Winnetka, Illinois, was the speaker for this 
meeting, and for a deepening class the next morning. 

MARCH 1970 

Montana 

Former pioneer to Alaska, Blu Mundy of Lewiston, 
Idaho, spent five days, January 21-25, in helping the 
Great Falls area believers proclaim the Faith. Two 
television appearances reached not only the Great 
Falls area, but by cable TV were carried to Havre, 
Helena, Lewiston, Missoula, and Kalispell. One thirty· 
minute program, "Contemporary Religion," included 
questions from an Episcopal rector, a Methodist minis
ter, and a clinical psychologist. A twenty-five, column
inch newspaper article supplemented these appear
ances. 

Additional teaching efforts included: Speaking to a 
group of Indians and lower income people at a commu
nity center, to a woman's club, nightly deepenme: 
cla~ses, and a Saturday afternoon institute. 

Maine 
The World Religion Day program held in Fellowship 

House of the Green Acre Baha'i school on January 18 
fea tured two speakers from Massachusetts: Nicholas 
Janus, Ipswich research physicist and Phil Christenson 
of Amherst. Their talks emphasized the principles of 
Baha'i education for one world and the problems and 
challenges faced in implementing the principles. "Even 
the chlldren jOined heartily in the applause." 

Six Bahitti communities sponsored, planned, and pro
claimed the meeting: Portsmouth and Exeter, New 
Hampshire; Eliot, Kittery, York, and Kennebunk, 
Maine. Persons attended the meeting from fourteen 
communities and five states, including Hawaii. 

Correction 

Page 21, November 1969 BAHA'i NEWS. Please add this 

sentence to the West Hollywood radio program item: 

Other communities have occasionally contributed to the 

support of this program. 

r 



" BAHA'I NEWS 

u.s. Publishing Trust Moves to 415 Linden Avenue, Wilmette 

No one would recognize the old Jewel Tea store at 415 
Linden Avenue, Wilmette. It has been completely reno
vated and is now the home of the Baha'i Publishing 
Trust which moved into its new, attractive quarters in 
late November. The design which was supervised by 
Baha'i architect, George Hutchinson, incorporates par
tially glazed office dividers. and a gold, white and dark
stained interior decor. A great debt is owed to Paul 
Brown of Topeka, Kansas, who donated months of 
valuable contracting services, and to the properties 
department. Beginning January, 1970, the Trust added 
an audio-visual department, taking over the work of 
Distribution and Service in this field. An attractive, 
illustrated audio-visual catalog was issued in late Janu
ary_ 

Above, lett: A portion of the exterior; at right, Mrs_ Evelyn 
Sm.ith who supervises the order, billing, and accounts depart
ment shown at he-r left- [Mrs_ Smith, as well as many others 
who are not Bahci'is, has giVen many years of devoted seTvice 
to th.e Trust.] Center, right: Office oj Russell Busey, assistant 
ma.nager; office Of manager, Mrs. EUnice Braun; to right of 
manager's otJice (not shown) is office of Mrs. Natalie Bowen, 
edito.,.ial assistant. 

Below; Dennis Chai Han Kim, taking (fOT him) a rare break; a few oj the many 
rows of open stock for order filling; a small section of maHroom and shipping 
area. Areas not shown aTe an aTt and layout room, audio-visual production office, 
office supply and duplicating room, and the office of Baha'i News. 
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Baha'i Publishing Trust 
Wellspring of Guidance; Messages of the Universal 
House of Justice (paper edition). 

A paperbound edition of this title, recently issued in 
cloth, is now available. It is identical to the cloth 
edition except for binding, which is two-tone, yellow
gold on white, varnished for soil resistance. This work 
contains the major messages of the Universal House of 
Justice from its establishment in April 1963 through 
October 196B. All messages, except eight, are addressed 
to national spiritual assemblies, or to the Baha'is of the 
world. 

Two Messages Addressed to Youth 

Two messages are addressed to the Baha'i youth in 
every land. Others are addressed to conferences, one to 
a specific national assembly. and two to an individual, 
the latter three having been made available for general 
pUblication by special permission of the Universal 
House of Justice. These messages are of the utmost 
importance to every Baha'L They enunciate the Nine 
Year Plan, analyze its progress, and reflect the atten~ 
tion that the Universal House of Justice has given to the 

-development of the institutions of the Faith and individ
ual believers to better equip them for the worldwide 
tasks of the Nine Year Plan with its many goals still to 
be achieved. 

Per copy ........................ , ............. , $2.00 
[A clothbound edition is available at , ......... $3. 75] 
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Baha'i Lesson Plans - Grades 3, 4:, S, and 9. 
The four final Baha'i Lesson Plans, edited by the 

Advisory Committee on Education, are now available. 
These plans provide the teacher with a set of easily 
used materials, including lesson goals, references, 
methods, and various helpful aids and reminders. All 
manuals are 8~'2 x 11 size. 

Grade 3: Bahci'u'llcih (History); Man's Relation to God 
(Teachings for the Individual); HaTmony of 
Science and Religion (Social Teachings). 

Grade 4: 'Abdu'l-Baha (History); The Rewards Of 
Obedience to God (Teachings for tM Indi
vidual); Principles of Consultation (Social 
Teachings). 

Grade 5: Shoghi Effendi (History); The Exampie of 
'Abdu'!-Bahci (Teachings for the Individual); 
Living in the Bahri~i Community (Social 
Tea.chings). 

Grade 9: Formative Age of the Baha'i Faith, (Historll); 
Teaching the ea""e of God (Teachings tor the 
Individual); Baha'i Institutions (Social 
Teachings) . 

Each of the four Lesson Plans, per copy (order by 
grade) ............... '., .................. , .. , .... $2.00 

Orders should be sent through your community li
brarian to th.e Baha'i Publishing Trust, 415 Linden Ave
nue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091. 

NEW MEXICO 

Albuquerque 
A Unity Festival, coordinated with the feast of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe, which is of particular interest to 
the local Spanish and. Indian peoples of this area, was 
held on December 12 under the auspices of the Albu· 
querque minorities teaching committee. 

Held in a Baha'i home in Old Albuquerque, people 
came more than one hundred miles to attend. All of the 
ethnic groups of the area were represented in the group 
of about one hundred attendees. 

The program, suitable to the occasion, consisted of a 
candlelight procession, prayers, and readings for the 
Unity of Mankind. Then an enormouS potluck dinner, 
which was followed by the people gathering into several 
discussion groups. Many heard about the Baha'i Faith 
for the first time and expressed warm and favorable 
remarks. 

Alamogordo 
This Baha'i group, in cooperation with the Indian 

Baha'i at the Mescalero Indian Reservation, held a 
successful youth conference December 28-30. The pur
pose: deepening and Indian teaching. Prior to the 
conference, some sixty Indian families were visited and 
given personal invitations to a "Youth for One World" 
party, and two officers of the tribal council were given 
copies of ANew Light on the Spirit Path. More than one 
hundred Indians of all ages were present for this party 
and again the next evening, when slides of the Neah 
Bay Indian Council were shown at a fireside. 

Twenty-five youth participated in the conference, and 
three of the four non-Baha'is present made their decla. 
rations. The youth presented most of the program for 
the conference, which was held in Richard and Pauline 
Hoff's hom e. 

BAHA'i NEWS is pUblished for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly 01 the Baha'is of the United 
States, as a news organ reporting current activities of the Baha'i world com.munity. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mr. Aaron Bowen, Managing Editor; Mrs. Eunice Braun, 
International Editor; Miss Charlotte Linfoot, National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee, Mrs. Sylvia 
Parmelee. 

Material must be received by the twentY-fifth of the second month preceding date of issue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
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JeJvan • 

". . . the ages of darkness have passed away and 
the century of light has come."-'Abdu'l-Bahti* 

11111'++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Amatu'I·B"ha R6~{yyih Khanum 
tours 

T anz"nia, Kenya, Ethiopi" 

Meeting with officials in Awasa, Ethiopia: left to right, Vio~ 
lette Na~javcini, Amatu'l-Bahci, the Chief SecTetary of Sidamu 
Province, the Chief oj Police, the Got.'eTnoT oj Geme~o, and 
Board memo.er Belete Worku. 

(Part Two) 
In the theater of the Municipal Hall of Addis Ababa, 

on the evening of October 22, Rul).iyyih Khanum gave 
her main public address in Addis Ababa on the subject~ 
"The Baha'i World Faith," Over two hundred and 
seventy people attended? and the lecture was followed 
by a long period of written questions, the audience 
seeming reluctant to depart. 

This was our second stay in the capital, and the 
appointments seemed to pile up on each other, literally 
day and night, prior to our departure far a visit to other 
dties in Ethiopia on October 25. An animated press 
conference resulted in excellent publicity in English. 
speaking daily, and various Amharic, newspapers. 
There were innumerable meetings and luncheons with 
the Baha'is. On the occasion of United Nations Day, the 
Addis Ababa community sponsored a public lecture, 
well attended, at which Dr. Cooppan , a member of the 
United Nations Secretariat stationed in Ethiopia, gave 
the principal address. And RilQiyyih Khimum, as hon
orary chairman, was able to first present the Baha'i 
attitude toward, and relationship with, the United Na
tions. 

When one has been received by His Imperial Maj
esty. the doors of protocol open for other contacts with 
high-ranking officials. We flew to Dera Dawa in the 
Province of Harrar and drove straight from the airport 

·Quoted by Horace Holley. Religion fOT Mank;nd, p. 179 
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A lfiUage, meeting in BuJbula Plains between Gemeto and Addis Ababa. Rulliyyih 
@anum 1.$ seated on the ground at the lett. 1vhite Baha.'is hold microphone. toward heT. 

to call upon the Governor General, His Excellency 
Workineh Wolcomanuel, who had set a time to receive 
us. He is stationed in the ancient town of Harrar, the 
city Haile Selassie I himself comes from, and was 
waiting for us in his office at the Governorate. A tall, 
handsome, most charming and polished man, he typi
fies the caliber of officials the Emperor himself chooses 
to appoint to hold such high office. 

We spent one night in Harrar and two in Dera Dawa. 
where Amatu7 1-Baha, literally exhausted, was in in 
bed for two days and could not meet in person the 
Governor of Dera Dawa. She was able however to 
send him her greetings and present him ~ith a cop~ of 
BaM'u'llah and the New ETa. 

Dr. Leo Neiderreiter, a member of the National 
Assembly, who has recently bought an airplane in the 
hope it will facilitate teaching trips as well as visits to 
patients in different parts of the country, picked us up 
and Hew us to the Port of Asab, where we had lunch 
with the small but very active and devoted group of 
beHevers there, and then to Masawa for a twa--day, 
much needed rest at sea level. 

Activities in Asmara, Eritrea 
Again flying with Dr. Neiderreiter, we arrived in 

Asmara, the capital of Eritrea, on October 31, for a 
five-day visit. During this period, RUJ:tfyyih Khanum 
address~d the Baha'is at a luncheon the commtUlity 
gave in her honor and at the Nineteen Day Feast she 
was able to share with them, on the eve of her depar
ture; and on the other four nights consecutively ad
dressed well-attended public meetings, at a number of 
which the same non-Baha'is were to be seen. This 
interest vias unique in our experience and, combined 
with the wonderful spirit of love and harmony that 
pervades the small but devoted Baha'i community in 
that city, seemed to draw forth from Amatu'l-Baha a 
flow of eIoquence that lifted both her and her hearers to 
a level of enthusiasm, and a communion of thought, 
that I have never seen before. 

The first of these addresses was delivered at the 
Officers Club, where about one hundred and fifty 
people, many of them high-ranking government offi
cials and town dignitaries, gathered to hear her speak 
on the subject of "Science and Religion." Some of the 
remarks she made as her treatment of this subject 
greatly interested her hearers: 

SCIENCE AND RELIGION 

"There is a tradition in the East that knowledge was 
twenty·seven letters and that only two of these letters 
have been given to man in the past, but that when the 
Promised One came He would give the other twenty
five letters. As I say. this is a tradition, and it is not 
reaHy of any importance except that it makes one 
wonder if there is not a relationship between this 
tradition, these prophetic words, and the fact that it is 
only in the last two hundred years really that what we 
understand today as modern science has come into 
existence. 

"Electricity was always there, but nobody discovered 
its nature, nobody captured it and brought it down and 
harnessed it to machines. We had the knowledge of 
atoms in theory, but nobody ever even saw the mole
cule, they never saw an amoeba, they never saw 
bacteria before two hundred years ago. 

"Nobody could make anything run that wasn't run by 
purely natural means. People had horses, they had 
sailboats, they got around all over the Pacific Ocean, 
Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, the Mediterranean. They 
conquered each other through different methods; they 
subjugated different tribes and different races and 
nations in great empires like the Roman Empire? the 
Chinese Empire, the Egyptian Empire, the Syrian 
Empire, and so on. 

"Man had a way of living, and in very much the 
same pattern for the thousands of years of known 
history. He reached great intellectual attainments; he 
created wonderful art; he created wonderful buildings; 
he created wonderful literature. He had an understand
ing of science in a very rudimentary form. He had 
medicine dating back from the ancient Greeks, and so 
on. 

The Scientific Phenomena 
"But why is it that in all these thousands of years he 

never learned to fly.: he never made the internal 
combustion engine; he never went to the moon; he 
never had the principle of rockets; he never sp1it the 
atom, and so on? He had intelligence, he had ability, he 
had all these same capacities that we see in ourselves 
today, And yet, somehow in all these thousands of 
years of recorded history none of this phenomena of 
scientific progress and development ever took pIace, 
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<lSo, it seems to me that it might make us pause for 
thought and ask ourselves, 'Is there any better explana
tion than this old oriental tradition to explain why it is 
that the same human race, having the same capacities, 
and having all the same hands, arms, faculties that we 
have now, neVer made this fantastic leap forward in 
the past? Why did it come so suddenly. and how is it 
that it has advanced so rapidly?' Which really brings 
us to one of the great problems of the age in which we 
live: What are we going to do with this science? 

" ... It is quite trite to say nowadays that we are in 
danger of wiping out the human race if we have 
another atomic war; we all know that. We know the 
immense power of destruction which we have in 
modern armanents is not only quite capable of wiping 
out the big cities of the world, but if we have another 
war it will wipe out the great centers of civilization. It 
will wipe out my country - 1 am an American-Cana
dian - wipe out my two countries, probably. 

'~It won't wipe out your country if it comes within the 
next decade because you are not worth dropping atom 
bombs on. You are amongst the fortunate people; you 
are not wealthy enough, and have not yet got enough 
modern science to make anybody want to waste one of 
these very beautiful, expensive, modem, destructive 
weapons on your country. So, if we have another 
atomic war. perhaps you will escape . . . 

"It is nice to think about the merits of the unde
veloped countries, and it is rather difficult for some
body from my part of the world to think about the cost 
of being overdeveloped - and that is, of cOUrse. what 
we are in many places. 

Tilting the Scales 
"In the past, because of this teaching of Baha.'u'llah 

that science and religion should go hand in hand. 1 
always had the idea that this meant that religion had to 
give up being SO limited; it had to come out of its very 
unscientific concepts about the universe, and it had to 
accept some of the things of modern science. But in the 
last few years, perhaps because I am getting older and 
wiser (I hope so!). it has occurred to me that now we 
have reached the tilting of the scales in the other 
direction, and that it isn't so mUch the people who are 
still steeped in so-called religious traditions and a 
religious background that are the ones who now have to 
accept modern science. 

"Modern science is rapidly reaching the point where 
it will have to accept some religion. If it is not rapidly 
affected by the higher moral values of religion, God 
knows what it is going to do to this planet. And I think 
that these are the thoughts that people have to think 
about to some extent. And particularly the youth have 
to think about them, because the young people nowa
days are living in a world which is quite different from 
my generation. People in this audience who are, say, 
over forty-five, you are not going to be able to take 
away from us our concept of life, which is based on 
deep spiritual values. If we have become reconciled to 
the advances in modern science, our religious trajning 
of our childhood and our youth is too deep for you to be 
able (by you I mean the younger generation) to take it 
away from us. 

"But what about the young people. They are growing 
up in modern schools and modern universities and 
receiving a highly scientific education. What are we 

Arriving in Der4 Dawa Airport in Ethiopia, Amatu'l-Bahd is 
greeted by a group of Baha'i children. 

going to give them? They will not giVe up science for 
old-fashioned religion. Where the religious concept that 
is taught to them is against science they will never give 
up science for religion, which I think is one of the great 
facts we must face today. One of the tragedies of this 
particular point at which we stand in history is that the 
youth, like anybody else in the world, desperately 
needs moral guidance and moral help. But it is not 
going to take it all wrapped up in the trappings of an 
old-fashioned. unscientific outlook on the universe. It 
cannot! 

A Major Mirade 
"It is going to cling to this modern universe that it 

lives in, where you go to the mOOn and get off and walk 
around, and you actually get back to this earth. This is 
the generation that these young people are living ln, 
and this is the miracle of this generation. For that 
matter, it is one of the greatest miracles that has ever 
taken place in the history of mankind. It shows what 
powers man has in science. But if you ask young people 
to deny an this marvelous realm of science and cling to 
an outmoded religious concept -- not an outmoded reli
gion, because religion will never be outmoded as far as 
I am concerned, but the trappings of it can be out
moded - they will not be able to do it And I don't 
blame them, because 1 don't think I would do it. 

"So it seems to me that one of the great needs of this 
age in which we live is that we should be able to give 
people the essence of religion, a spiritual concept of 
life, a spiritual concept of the universe, and, at the 
same time, not criticize, and not ask them to give up 
miracles of a science that they have studied and that 
they are becoming more deeply interested in all the 
time. 

Technology and Ecology 
"This science, which is so capable of changing man's 

environment and enabling him to live in a way he has 
never lived in the past, is also very much like a 
Frankenstein. We have conjured it up, and now it has 
placed our whole way of life and OUf whole planet in 
great danger; because, as I said before, it bas this 
brilliant intellectual power in it. We have cast the light 
of our minds onto matter; we have invented means of. 
releasing powers in matter we had never dreamed of 
having; but we haven't any way of controlling it 
whatsoever, because Our moral statu.s is steadily dete· 
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The Bl'lhri'i Com.munity oj Asmara. Ethiopta. with Amatu'l-Bnhri Ru~iyyih -Kltanum. 

riorating all the time. And I don't believe that ten 
million years of science is ever going to give man any 
mora] character. It is not the nature of science, because 
if it were, then as science is increasing daily all over 
the world, the knowledge of it, the technology that it 
gives birth to, the understanding of it in schools and 
universities everywhere, then if it has a redeeming 
power, we should be getting better all the time bec'l.Use 
certainly science is getting better. 

"Then we must ask ourselves, 'Why is it that \ ... ·ith all 
this knowledge and all this power. society is getting 
worse and worse?' Our scientists are in danger of 
absolutelY destroying us and the world. It shows that 
somewhere there must be a terrible lack of balance. We 
have to get back to moral values, and those are the 
only values that can harness safely the powers of 
science. 

"I am sure that people like you people here, educated 
people in Ethiopia, see what I am talking about more 
clearly than perhaps a comparable audience would in 
the West. I am afraid that we have already gone so far 
away from spiritual values in the midst of our material
istic civilization of the West that, although we believe 
some kind of ethical il1umination is necessary, the 
spiritual part of man has become so weak that he does 
not understand how essential it is to have the ba lance of 
deep religious feeling in order to control the powers 
which we have released in modern science. 

"I think we should ask, 'What do we want of man?' 
What is the use of a man who has all this power through 
technology, who can go to the moon and perhaps other 
places, who can change the climate of the world, who 
can change the nature of a human being? What use is 
he if he has not got any spiritual values? Does anybody 
want to live really in a world where you become 
increasingly small in the face of the machines and the 
gadgets and the technology that you yourself have 
created? ... There are many scientists in this world. 
perhaps too advanced, perhaps a little too pessimistic. 
who consider that man has already upset the ecology of 
this planet? poisoned the atmosphere of this planet to a 
point where it is off balance. 

"Now, I can not believe that; that is too much. I 
believe he has almost done it ... But it shows you the 
dangers of a science that forgets the other part of what 
God has given us, which is the spiritual values. When 
we lose those, which are to me the eternal values, then 
we will have lost the balance of life on this planet. If we 
can harness the !,!ood things that science gives us. if we 

Can ride on them like a horse that win carry us where 
we want to go, that is fine; but if it becomes a 
Frankenstein that devours us spiritually, that destroys 
all our moral values, that renders our youth absolutely 
hopeless, not to mention unmanageable, then what is 
the use of having more television. more science more 
sprays, and more chromium furniture? What pri~e will 
we pay for it if we pay the supreme price of our spiritual 
values? 

B.h,s'j, Envi,age One World 
"I don't want to talk very much on this subject, but it 

seems to me that these are some of the challenging 
thoughts that this question, 'Science and Religion,' 
arouses in the mind. 1 would 1ike to just add, as a 
Baha'i, at the end of this, that we do not have a wholly 
pe:::sim istic outlook. On the contrary, we Baha'is feel 
very strongly that, although the immediate future is 
dark, the distant future is bright, because we have 
fundamentally a spiritual concept of life and of this 
world, and we feel that God is not going to abandon His 
creature, Man. We feel that however far we may go in 
our scientific development today, however extreme, to 
what dangers and extremes we may go in modern 
science. still there will be a point where Man will come 
out of this fire. He may even go into the fire and singe 
hi::; wings, but he will come out and fulfill his destiny, 
which is a very glorious destiny, and will always carry 
men to greater heights spiritually and intellectually as 
well as materially. 

"The Baha'is envisage a world in the future which. 
because of the development of modern science, will 
have perforce become one world." 

Three Additional Talks 
The fonowing evening she had been invited to ad

dress the Teachers Association of Asmara. Over three 
hundred people were present, mostly principals and 
school teachers, as well as some students and members 
of the Ministry of Education. RU:l).iyyih Khimum. on her 
arrival, was taken into an office by the chairman of the 
meeting who wjshed to meet her and discuss his open
ing remarks. Because of this, we missed the announce
ment to the audience that she was sharing the platform 
with a representative of the Moral Rearmament move
ment. In complete ignorance of this, she launched into 
her subject. "The Moral Failure of Present Society," 
and, carried away by the unusually wrapt attention of 
her hearers, spoke for about forty-five minutes. 

At the end of her talk, to her horror, the chairman 
announced that, as the speaker on Moral Rearmament 
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was still to address them, questions would be limited to 
five minutes. Ru:Q.iyYih Khanum assured him she was 
unaware that there was another speaker to come. 
apologized for monopolizing the floor so long, and 
suggested moving the questions. But as a number of 
people had already raised their hands, the chairman 
said he would allow a few questions. The audience 
became so absorbed in the answers, including the 
Moral Rearmament speaker (who sent word he waived 
the right to give his address and preferred she should 
continue with the questions), that the chairman let 
them go on for at least half an hour. And there were 
still people trying to put questions when he drew the 
long meeting to a close. 

Although this was undoubted1y one of the most inspir
ing talks Riil)iyyih B4>anum had ever given, it was 
exhausting for her in every way. 

The next night there was a large public meeting in 
the I;Ia~iratu'l-Quds of A,mara, followed by a very 
successful Baha'i exhibition. The Baha'i youth of As
mara had worked throughout the previous night on its 
arrangement, and their efforts were greatly appre
ciated. 

The last talk was to the public the following day, 
November 3, at the Women's Christian Association, and 
I quote some of her speech on that occasion: 

"Madame Chairman, ladies and gentlemen: 
'~I am very happy to be here in the Y,W.C.A. 

When I heard that I was invited to address a women's 
organization, I was particularly happy; and I am 
astonished at the number of men who have dared to 
enter this meeting! I thought we ladies were going to 
have it all to ourselves. But, today, at lunchtime, when 
I said good-by to one of the Baha'i gentlemen, he said. 
'Can we men come to the lecture; after all we are 
married to women?' But, nevertheless. I consider that 
this is an entirely women's affair, and everything I 
have to say is addressed to women .. 

Humanity Flies on "Wings" 

"Another thing that we have in the Baha'i teachings 
is this concept of humanity as a bird. Humanity flies on 
two wings. One wing is men, and one wing is women: 
and if these two wings fly in perfect balance and perfect 
co-ordination, the bird of humanity, so to speak, can fly 
very high, just like any other bird: if its wings operate 
rhythmically and strongly and equally, the bird has 
power to go very high, And this is taught in the Baha'i 
teachings, that men are one wing of humanity and 
women are the other wing of humanity . . . 

HI think that one of the most important things that 
women should do is to be conscious of the fact th8.t 
fundamentally, I believe, the guardian of morality and 
virtue is women - not men. The very nature of a 
woman, her physical nature, the nature of her emotions 
and her passions is such that she can be the one to lead 
the way to morality and virtue much mOre than a man. 
A man is swept by much more tempestuous passions. 
which he always is only too glad to give way to, than a 
woman; and if women will be firm morally, on all 
is&ues of life. they can raise up their entire family ... 

"A man wants a woman to be something he can look 
up to, but for some strange reason he will do everything 
he can to pull her down. And if he cannot pull her down. 
then he is, inside, very pleased. If he can pull her down, 
he enjoys it, but he is disillusioned and it makes him 

Amatu!l-Baha and five of the BaJui'is who were beaten and 
im.:pri .. ~aned in GandaT, Ethiopia. 

unhappy. He does not really like it. But still be will do 
everything he can, as I say, to undermine a woman but 
if she stands firm he will admire her, and it will have 
a good effect on him. And I think that this is one thing 
that women shou!d teach their daughters. I think it is 
something they should remember in their own lives, 
and they should have the strength to be decent, clean, 
noble, idealistic women because. by doing that, they 
will raise the whole tone of the society in which they 
Jive. -

"Another way that I think wOmen must be very, very 
sl r·ong is in all the moral values: I am not talking about 
sex values now, I mean moral values. Often men are 
tempted to do something wrong. Supposing that a man 
is in great stress, he may even be a very nice man, and 
he has problems in his family, and he is tempted to do 
something dishonest or dishonorable, Supposing he is a 
man of religion, and he is tempted to go out of the path 
of his religion because he is under pressure. Then I 
th.ink the woman should stand firm. She should put her 
confidence in God. She should say, 'God will help me if 
I am strong and I do the right thing. If I believe in Him 
and turn to Him and pray to Him and do what I know is 
right in my religion' .. , ." 

The Male-Female Principle 
Question: "Throughout the lecture you have been 

examining the position of women (and no doubt they 
deserve it) and the equality they are having now, and 
they deserve aU these things, But there is one thing that 
astonishes me most, and that is that throughout the 
history of the world we have never heard about a single 
\,;'ornan prophet. Could you just tell me the reason 
behind that? .. 

Answer: "I can answer that question, but I think it 
was hitting be!ow the belt. The Chinese base their 
whole concept of the universe on, as I remember it, the 
principles of Ying and Yang -- in other words, mascu
line and feminine, positive and negative - and this 
concept has existed in many philosophies. For instance, 
the sun is always considered the power of a man, it is a 
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Rti~iJl1lih l.Quinum and Violette Nahll.;avani in tront of the 
small Siai MaTcheUi plane in which they fl€w a number of 
times in Ethiopia. 

male power. The moon is always considered the femi
nine power. The earth is considered feminine. We say 
'Mother Earth,' whereas to the power of the sun we 
give a masculine quality. And I think that there is no 
doubt about it that there is something in it; it may be a 
philosophical concept? but I think also it is borne out in 
matter, because even matter itself is based on charges 
of negative and positive electricity which form a bal
ance inside the nucleus of the atoms. 

"So there is this polarization; it exists, and it seems 
to create a tension of forces that pulls everything into a 
state of balance. There is no doubt about it that the 
aggressive, more positive force, if you like, the impreg~ 
nating force, we associate with the male force, the male 
principle. The receiving force that develops things, the 
passiVe side, is woman. So it seems to me perfectly 
natural that we should have always conceived of God, 
the Creator, as the male principle because, after all, it 
is the creative power that we associate with God. And 
that same principle has been followed in the creative 
power of the Manifestation of God, which has always 
been a man. And as far as I am concerned, just 
because of this principle, which is a mysterious, if you 
like, philosophical concept, I think that all the Prophets 
of God will always be men. But I do not think it means 
that women are inferior; it means that they are differ
ent." 

The Mayor of Asmara, Degezmach Haregot Abbai, a 
well-known political figure, received us in his office in 
the Town Hall and spent a few moments discussing the 
Baha'i teachings and general topics. 

A Prince and Bah' '\ History 
But, undoubtedly, one of the most interesting figures 

we met in Ethiopia was His Highness Prince Asrate 
Kassa. related to the ruling dynasty, and Governor 
General of Eritrea. An imposing man of middle age, 
suave, exceedingly courteous (a characteristic most 
Ethiopians share with him!) I he received Amatu'l
Baha, accompanied by one of the Asmara believers 
and me, in his office in the Governorate and kept uS 
talking for half an hour. 

Rul.tiyyih Khanum discussed with him the art and 
history of his country, a subject on which he was 
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obviously a well~informed scholar. Aftel· about fifteen 
minutes he said, HBut let us discuss the Baha'i Faith." 
He told us how I at the time when His Imperial Majesty 
the Emperor went into exile and was staying .in Jeru· 
salem, he was a boy of thirteen and had been one of 
thOse in his entourage. He remembered a woman who 
had had an audience with the Emperor and given him 
a Baha'i book, which particulady attracted the 
Prince's attention because it was wrapped in ribbons of 
the national colors of Ethiopia. He had taken it from the 
Emperor's room and read it. 

Ru:Q.iyyih Khanum said this was indeed a remarkable 
coincidence as the Woman was Mrs. Schopflocher, a 
friend of her family, a Baha'i from her own city in 
Canada, Montreal, and the book had been BahdJuJUdh 
and the New ETa in Amharic, presented to the Emperor 
by her late husband, the World Head of the Bahll.'! 
Faith' 

It was obvious His Highness was well informed of the 
Baha'i teachings, which he evidently admired, and he 
accepted with pleasure a c:opy of the book, The Proc
lamation of Baha.'u'Udh, which RU:Q.iyyih Khanum pre
sented him with on behalf of the Baha'is. 

Axum, L.lib.i., and Gond.r 

Our precious experiences in Ethiopia were drawing to 
a close. We flew off, on a brilliant sunny morning. from 
the high plateau on which Asmara nestles, and leaving 
the white city amidst its green trees proceeded with Dr. 
Neiderreiter and his wife to the ancient capital of 
Axum, where we parted reluctantly. 

It was Rul;Liyyih Khanum's intention to see at least a 
few of the historic places in so historic a land, and after 
half a day in Axum and two days in Lalibela we joined 
the Baha'is once again; this time in Gondar, another 
historic city I but one that now has special connotations 
for the Faith, as it is here that not long ago ten of the 
believers were severely beaten by a pack of drunkards 
and mistakenly hauled off to jail in the belief they were 
disturbing the peace. The misunderstanding and false 
accusations were soon straightened out on strict orders 
being received from the Capital to free the Baha'is; but 
the priest-inspired persecution served a useful purpose, 
for one of the priesthood went and inqUired about the 
Faith and promptly accepted it. He was not the only 
new believer as a result of this local uproar. 

Upon our return to Addis Ababa on November 9, we 
were again caught up in a whirl of activity. A lecture 
was given by RUi.tiyyih Khimum at the regular weekly 
Rotary Club luncheon; a dinner in her honor was 
given by His Excellency the Israeli Ambassador, to 
which members of diplomatic corps and other dis-
tinguished guests were invited. 

She spoke three nights rUlUling at the l:Ia~iratu'l-Quds 
to the BaM'i ladies, the Baha'i youth, and on the 
occasion of the anniversary of Baha'u'llfih's Birthday, 
November 12, as well as the Addis Ababa Com. 
munity banquet at the airport restaurant. A long, last, 
happy day with many of the Addis Ahaba believers and 
friends was spent viSiting the Baha'is in Sabeta and 
lunching on the way back to Addis Ababa in the 
hospitable home of one of the friends. A last reception 
was given in her honor, before the departure next day 
for Nairobi, at which some cabinet ministers and other 
prominent people were present. 

I 



IAHA"i NEWS 

The Crown Prince 
The outstanding event, however, of this third and 

final sojourn in Addis Ababa was an interview with His 
Imperial Highness, C['Qwn Prince Merid Asmatch 
Asfaw Wossen, which took place in a reception room in 
his palace on Novembcr 14. His Highness asked many 
questions about the Bahia. 'i Faith, and we found in him 
that same gentleness and extreme courtesy which was 
so notable in his sister, as well as in the Emperor 
himself. It was with his permission that photographs 
were taken on this historic occasion. 

The spirit of unity and love which animates the 
Baha'is of Ethiopia is undoubtedly the cause of this 
attraction of so many blessings from on high. 1 have no 
doubt that it is this spirit which drew out of Amatu'l
Baha torrents of most wonderful counsels and some of 
her most inspiring talks, 

They Return to Kenya 
On November 17, we returned to Kcnya to complete 

OUr tour of that country, Three days later Ruhiyyih 
~banum delivered a public talk in one of the halls of 
the University of Nairobi, following upon the reception 
given in her honor by the National Spiritual Assembly 
and the Nairobi Local Assembly, at which distin· 
guished non-Baha'is and friends were present, 

The Board of Counsellors likewise arranged a meet· 
ing, held at the National Ij:a~iratu'l-Quds, for the be
lievers of Nairobi and their friends to meet and be 
addressed by Amatu'l-Baha. Again the Community 
lavished its love and hospitality on its beloved guest 
until the day came for our final departure, this time 
accompanied by Counsellor 'Aziz Yazdi and his wife. 

We proceeded on our final tour of Kenya: eleven days 
spent in the Western Provinces. During this period, 
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except for one night, we slept either in the homes of 
the Baha'is or in one of the local Teaching Institutes. 

Many Meetings, Conferences 
Amatu'I·Baha. opened the Baha'i Center of Givogi, 

where over a thousand believers and their friends, 
many of them Baha!i children, were present. This area 
is the "singing" region of Kenya. In every Baha'i 
meeting we had one group of children after another 
competing with each other in their beautiful Baha'i 
songs. Many of these children are members of what is 
known there as "Baha'i Character Classes." 

During these days, several large conferences were 
arranged where Baha'is attended from adjoining com· 
munities, In Kisumu, Ru1)iyyih Khanum spoke at a 
public meeting held in the hall of the Community 
Center. More than once, when on our way to a meeting, 
we were stopped by a small group of Baha tis and 
begged to just stop for a moment at their local center 
so that, as they would very lovingly say, Rul)iyyih 
Khanum could bless their center, 

Nights were as exciting as days on this trip, for 
Baha'is and their friends would drop in, and discus
sions would go on till very 1ate in the night. As we could 
neither eat our supper nor put up OUf camp beds until 
they departed, we kept very irregular hours, 

One of these exciting nights was in the Baha'i Center 
in Nandi Land, very high in the motmtains and very 
cold, More than twenty of the young girls, who had 
been assisting in arrangements during the day and 
remained for the evening meeting, spent the night with 
us, as it was too late and not safe for them to go home 
in the dark. The cold and the excitement of spending a 
night out resulted in continuous giggling and talking 
throughout the night. 

Th.e interview of Amatu't-Bahd RutR.iYlIih Khanum with his Imperia[ Highness Crown Prince Merid Azmatc:-h Asfaw Wassen, 
On the left, Violefte Na~jamini. 

I 



8 

In most of these meetings, such as the conferences in 
Malava, in Namawanga and Menu, the Baha'is had 
invited the local dignitaries of the government and 
churches. In Menu, the principal of the high school 
invited RUl].iyyih Khimum to address the students as 
well as the teachers in his school. 

The last meeting of Amatu'l·Baha in Kenya was in 
the village of Nasianda, close to the border of Uganda. 
As the local Baha'i Center was too small for our audi
ence. the Baha'is decided to meet under the inevitable 
Hbig tree"; this particular one was gigantic. 

On December 3 we returned to Kampala, almost four 
months to the day from our arrival in Africa in August. 
This is not the official tour of Uganda; and R uJ)1yyih 
Khimum has only met informally with the Kampala 
CommWlity. at the homes of the ever.hospitable 
Baha'is, and attended several services at the Mother 
Temple of Africa. 

Long Trek Planned 
Amatu'I.Baha, however, has met with Hand of the 

Cause Enoch Olinga and some of the members of the 
Board of Counsellors, as well as the National Assem
bly; and planned her next move, which will take us 
overland in the Land Rover through the Congo, Central 
African Republic, Chad, Gabon, Niger, Dahomey. and 
Togoland to Ghana. It is a long trek, a jump into the 
unknown, but we are confident that Baha'u'lhih will 
watch over us and Counsellor Oloro Epyeru, who is 
accompanying us at least as far as Fort Lamey in 
Chad, and that as we go to serve His Cause, only that 
which He wishes can come to pass. 

-Violette Nakhiavanf 

At the beginning oj the great trek across Ajrica: Amatu'l
Saha Board of CounseHO'I'S' member otoro E'pyeru, Violette 
Na~javdn.iJ and the Land RoveT, on which is pTinted, "Rab
bani African Safari." 

APRIL 1970 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Ceylon 

Membe-rs of th.e Natrona! Spiritual Assembly 01 Ceylon., 19159-
10; (lett to right) J. Vedamanickkam, K. D. G. Ratnam, B. D. 
Saleh, K. C, Swarnara;, treasurer, C. P. M. Antler CadiT, vice
chairman, K. Sivapirakasam, chairman, K. Chandradasa, V, 
Chitravetu, secretary, and SivananthaveL 

The Spiritual Assembly Of the Baha'is oj Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, achieved incorporation February 3, 
1970. (Lejt to right, kneeling) Ramin Ashraf, Gar!l 
Gentzkow, and Manoucher Mohajeri; (standing) Sam
uel McClellan, Roberta Barrar, Rohanyyih Ash-rat. 
Annette Chakerian, Kathleen Stanley, Frank Haendel. 
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" BAHA'I NEWS • 
Switzerland 

Successful SwisS' Baha'i Winter School 1969-10, Held in Fiesch, in the Canton oj Va~ais, theTe Wt're one hundTed eigh~lI paT· 
tici.pants trom fifteen nationalities, 01 which fifty were non-Baha'is. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++.+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++. 

CABLEGRAM RECEIVED FROM HAIFA, ISRAEL 

February 20, 1970 

GRIEVED NEWS PASSING MAIDSERVANT BAHA
'U'LLAH MAY SCHEFFLER PROMOTER FAITH 
FROM DAYS MASTER LONG TIME DEVOTED 
SERVICE NATIONAL OFFICE. CONVEY FAMILY 
ASSURANCE PRAYERS SHRINES PROGRESS HER 
SOUL RICH REWARD ABHA KINGDOM 

--UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

A memorial service was held in the Baha'i House of 
Worship on the evening of February 19 for Mrs. May 
Schemer. Mrs. Scheffler passed away on February 18, 
after a long life of constant service to the Baha'i Faith. 
She served many years at the Baha'i House of Worship 
as guide and teacher; on the hospitality committee; as 
a member of the various teaching committees; and 
faithfully. year after year, presented a friendly, effi
cient service to all who came to register at the national 
con ventions. 

Most known of all to a host of friends who remain on 
this plane, and those who have preceded her to the 
Abha Kingdom, was the hospitality of the Scheffier 
home in Evanston where the family lived for forty 

years. Theirs was an open house, a place at the table, 
and a Warm welcome to Baha'is, their friends. and 
strangers who found their way from near and distant 
parts of the world. Back of this Baha'i hospitality was 
the indefatigable service of May Scheffier, Ihis devoled 
servant of Baha'u'llah. 

The harmonious atmosphere of the Schemer home, 
for which May Schemer had such a unique gift; the. 
cogent presentation of the teachings for which Car] 
Scheffler is remembered, along with his special stories 
of the Master (he having visited the Master in the Holy 
Land with Thornton Chase, the first American Baha'i, in 
1907); all created a milieu that was irresistible to most 
of the people who found their way to the countless 
firesides in that homE'. Many Baha'is today trace their 
awakening to the Baha'i Teachings to these firesides. 

The Master speaks of the spiritual unity that exists in 
a true Baha'i marriage which, He states, will confer 
"eternal unity throughout all the divine worlds and 
improve the spiritual life of each other." To the friends 
of May Scheffier, who feel her loss on this plane of 
existence t these words seem especially meaningful, 
remem bering the spiritual atmosphere of the Schemer 
home. 

Mrs. Scheffler leaves two children, Harlan Scheffier 
and Mrs. Betty de Araujo, and two grandchildren, all 
of whom are active in the Baha'i Faith. 

r 
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Construction Starts on House of Worship for Panama 
Letters from the National Spiritual Assembly of Pan

ama bring the glad tidings that construction work at 
the site for the House of Worship for Panama is now 
proceeding after a prolonged rainy seaSOn and many 
holidays during December and January, Two large air 
compressors provide power for eight jack hammers as 
they excavate for the foundations in solid rock forma
tion. The following pictures depict the scene and the 
work underway. They tell the story well, and we hope 
to present many mOre as the work progresses. 

The fiTst step in (:Hnlitrtlction wUTk: Building forms to be used 
in pouring concrete for staT-point walls. Forms will be 20 feet 
high, 60 feet long, buHt in sections; then tmnspV1'ted from 
contractor's liard to Temple site. 

Staking out star point:;. 

Machinery and men preparing to dig footings lOT star points. 

Donna Kiser. right. pioneer in Bocus det Torre, visi.ts Temple 
site for first time with local believer, Teresa Bucklell. and 
National Spiritual Assembly secretary. Young man, jar riQlht, 
is Santiago Bejerano, first and for the present, only Guaymi 
Indian working on the Temple. Santiago started by shoveling 
Tock; has now been taught to operate a jack hammer, which 
mak.es him very proud and happy. 

First hole faT star-point jooting. 

Steel reinforcement rods being placed for star-point footing. 

T 
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This photo shows progress in placing of steer reinfOTcement 
rods and the tempomry offic.e fOT th.e engineers. 

First load of concrete coming up Toad to Temple rite. 

Preparing to pour first load of concrete. 

Sign on Trans-lsthmiain Highway at entmnce to Temple site. 

DIAZ '( GUMD'A. S.A. 
CONSTRUYE 

TEMPLO 
DE ADORAtiON 

II 

Germany 
The Baha'is of Stuttgart rented one of the most 

beautiful and best-known rooms in the city for this 
year's World Religion Day meeting. They selected a 
theme, The Research of Peace and Religion's Contribu
tions to It, and had five speakers speak on it: A famous 
and wen-known Protestant parson, a young Catholic 
theologian, a Hindu, a Muslim, and, of course, a Baha'i. 
Some five thousand invitations were sent out; some four 
hundred non-Baha'is took part in this festive hour. 

The meeting opened with excerpts from Holy Scrip
tures, and the whole program was enframed by music 
played by a youth orchestra. The climax of the program 
was a resolution composed by the speakers and read to 
the audience at the end of the hour. It read, approxi
mately: 

"The necessity of peace research is shown. The 
Federal President is asked to make it possible that 
such an institution fOr peace research is built up in 
Germany. The results should be told to the whole 
population, and there should be, also, occasions for 
discussing it. It is also said that television, radio, and 
the press can assist in the activity of peace research, 
and that there is to be found, primarily in the youth, a 
certain readiness for it." 

The Baha'is had printed five hundred copies of the 
exact text, and a copy was given to each person at the 
celebration. They also decided to send copies to the 
Federal President and to all ministers of public worship 
and education of the Federal Provinces. 

Part of the audience and youth orchestra that celebrated 
World Religion Day in StuUga,.t, Germany, this year. 

Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia - Carefully selected quotations from 

Bahil.'u'llah'.s Writings, coupled with recent news items 
on subjects such as equality, the poor, celibacy of the 
clergy, and justice, provoked a series of questions from 
a Delaware County Pl'esbyterian women's circle early 
in February. Miss Joy Victory, who had been invited to 
meet with the group, was joined by Mrs. Edith Johnson 
as they answered questions on the purpose of creation, 
life after death, oneness of mankind, marriage, con
sultation, why we need a new prophet, and Hthe second 
coming. " 
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CABLEGRAM RECEIVED FROM HAIFA, ISRAEL 

February 23, 1970 

GRIEVED LOSS DEDICATED SERVANT BAHA
'U'LLAH CURTIS KELSEY. HIS LONG TIRELESS 
LABORS MINISTRIES MASTER GUARDIAN AND 
SUBSEQUENT SERVICE AUXILIARY BOARD 
WESTERN HEMISPHERE PROVIDE OUTSTAND
ING EXAMPLE SELFLESS DEVOTION CAUSE 
GOD. CONVEY FAMILY ASSURANCE PRAYERS 
PROGRESS HIS SOUL ABHA KINGDOM. 

-UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

Auxiliary Board member Curtis DeMude Kelsey 
passed away February 20, 1970, while residing in Brad
enton, Florida. and at the culmination of work on a 
Florida state-wide deepening conference. for which Cur
tis was the guiding spirit. Shortly before this he had 
undertaken a teaching circuit in the Hawaiian Islands. 
During the past year he had engaged upon many 
teaching visits in North America, including inspiring 
participation in last year's Alaskan Summer School 
and in meetings with youth. 

Mr. Kelsey's death followed a serious operation in 
connection with the heart difficulty which had troubled, 
although not limited, him for many years. Born March 
6, 1894, his age was just short of 76. Of those years, lifty
three had been spent in meritorious service to the 
Baha!i Faith. He became a Baha'i in 1917, following in 
the footsteps of his mother, an early Baha'i. 

By his wish, his funeral service was simple and 
private. He was interned in the Veterans Division of the 
Royal Palm Cemetery at St. Petersburg, Florida. A 
week later, March 1, two memorial services were held: 
One in his home in Bradenton; the other in Teaneck, 
New Jersey. Hand of the Cause of God Joho Robarts, 
Mrs. Sylvia loas, Mrs. Constance Baker, and Mrs. 
Margarite Ullrich participated in the Bradenton me~ 
moria!. 

Curtis was a historic figure in the Faith, his service 
spanning both its Heroic and Formative Ages. After 
serving in France during the First World War, in 1920 
he was called by 'Abdu'l-Baha to come to the Holy Land 
to set up the electric light plants contributed by Roy 
Wilhelm, another historic servant of the Faith later to 
be posthumously named Hand of the Cause of God. 

Mr. Kelsey installed three Ught plants: One for the 
Shrine of Baha'u'llah at Bahji; one at the Shrine of the 
Bab' one for the house of the Master. It was 'Abdu'l
Bah~'s wish that the two Holy Shrines be lighted 
simUltaneously. Therefore, Curtis would work for two 
weeks on one, and an alternate two weeks on the other. 
Thus, although after His passing, 'Abdul-Bah,,'s wish 
was fulfilled. Both Shrines were illumined at the same 
time. 

Mr Kelsey remained in the Holy Land eight months. 
arriving there in September 1921. In November, 'Abdu'l
Baha ascended. During those weeks prior to 'Abdu'l
Baha's ascension, Curtis visited many times with the 
Master and as he would say, "always with great joy," 
He has told his family and friends that his greatest 
impression of 'Abdu'l-Baha was of His humility and 
service. Curtis determined to follow in his footsteps. 
Also he was greatly affected by a statement made to 
him by the Master. In the words of Curtis, H 'Abdu'l-
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Baha said the only difference between Him and us was 
that He was dependent on Baha'u'll.ih every instant, 
and we sometimes forget." 

When he and his wife, Harriet, were on pilgrimage 
for twenty~six days in 1953, Mr. Kelsey again performed 
a service, this time under the beloved Guardian, by 
installing a pump and cistern to water the Shrine 
Gardens. At that time the Guardian told Harriet they 
should be very happy that all their children were 
Baha'is. These children are: Mary Louise Suhm, June 
Remignanti, Carol Rutstein, and Allyn Morgan Kelsey 
(the latter deceased in 1965). Not only these children, 
but also their husbands and wife are Baha'is. And of 
the fourteen Kelsey grandchildren, the four who have 
passed the age of fifteen have formalized their Baha'i 
loyalty by declaration. 

No praise can be too high to offer Harriet Morgan 
Kelsey, a Baha'i at the time of her marriage to Curtis, 
for her steadfast devotion and assistance to her hus
band throughout his long service to the Faith. This 
reached a poignant height when, during his last illness, 
she carried out the last strenuous arrangements for the 
Florida state·wide conference long dreamed of by Mr. 
Kelsey and which occurred only one week before his 
passing. 

Among the highpoints of his service, in which Harriet 
so unselfishly assisted him, was his appointment to the 
Auxiliary Board of the Western Hemisphere. following 
the decision of the Guardian in 1957 that the Auxiliary 
Board memberShip should be doubled. He lirst served 
on the Protection Board, and later on the Teaching 
Board. In all capacities he inspired both youth and 
adults, of all cultural backgrounds, with his talks on the 
Teachings and with his wonderful reminiscences of 
'Abdu'l-Baha. It was moving even to look at him - a 
tall, gentle man, silver-haired, with a warm smile and 
a face shining with the reflected spirit of the Master 
Whom he loved so dearly. 

- CONTINENTAL BOARD OF COUNSELLORS 
FOR NORTH AMERICA 

Falkland Islands 

j1fargaTet (}.nd John Leonard presenting The Proclamation of 
Baha'u'llii.h to Sir CDsmo Haskurd, Governor of the Falkland 
ISlrlllds, on Not.·ember 12, 1969, The GOt,ernor commented that 
his diary contains a notatiDn that two years pretiirTUs!y the 
Baha'is had honored BahQ.'u·Ud:h's Birthday during a radio 
broadcast. 
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Bradenton, Florida 
A State-Wide Baha'I Family Gathering 

(The Continental Board of Counsellors has grl1C'iotLsly P€f'
mitted us to share the foUowing letter addressed to them and 
the Auxiliary BOOTd members by the Hand 01 the Cause 0/ 
God William Sears. It is such an inspiring account of the 
'~State-wide Gathering" of the friends held in Bradenton 
Florida, Februo.ry 14-15, that it is being published as a Tepofi 
of that event, An important dem which Mr. Sears omitted was 
his own participatiOfl. as the speaker for the very successful 
public meeting on the subject, "What's Ahead for America.'" 

Beloved co-workers, colleagues and friends: 

This is a brief report on the joyous Baha'i gathering 
held in Bradenton. Florida, during the past weekend. It 
waS sponsored by the Continental Board of Counsellors 
of the Baha'i Faith in North America, and was the 
inspiration and fondest wish of our dear friend and co· 
worker, Curtis Kelsey. It was in every way a smashing 
success! 

For many years dearest Curtis has carefully planned, 
prayed for, and energetically worked for this end. All 
his fondest dreams Came true. Although he himself had 
suffered a heart attack and could not participate, his 
presence was felt throughout every minute of the week
end gathering. The conference had that same wonder
ful spirit which permeates all the conferences called by 
the Continental Board of Counsellors, and had a special 
little extra "plus," it seemed to those of us present. 
This was a feeling of a precious closeness to our 
beloved Master, 'Abdu'l-Baha. Throughout his sixty 
years of service to our cherished Cause, Curtis has 
always brought us especially close to the beloved Mas
ter. It seemed as though the Master were there at each 
session to fulfill every hope that Curtis had, and to see 
to the gloriOUS fruition at all his plans. . .. 

The sessions for the Baha'is only were held in the 
Conquistador Room of the downtown Cabana Motel. 
and the room was well named: Conqueror. A large 
gathering of friends from all parts of Florida and from 
the adjoining states assembled there. Hand of the 
Cause of God John Robarts, National Spiritual Assem
bly member Jack McCants, Auxiliary Board members 
Mrs. Velma Sherrili and Dr. William Tucker, Mrs. 
Leroy Ioas, members of the International Goals Com
mittee, and the dynamic youthful representative, Miss 
Linda Marshall, all took part in these proceedings; 
and I had the joy of participating as well. 

The conference was especially blessed by the pres
ence of John Birks "Dizzy" Gillespie, one of the great 
nameS in jazz music; Carol Rutstein, a talented artist, 
and blessed by being the daughter of Curtis Kelsey; 
Seals and Crofts, the new recording artists who have 
been attacting considerable attention wherever they 
play; and that shining star in the crown of Mr. Kelsey. 
his gifted wife Harriet, who is not only loved by Curtis, 
but much loved by all of us. In the session betwe€n 
public meetings on Sunday, a friend of Mr. Gillespie's 
was so excited by his appearance in Bradenton that this 
gentleman brought along a bass fiddle player, a drum
mer, and himself on the piano, so that all of them 
together with "Dizzy" Gillespie might play a special 
session of impromptu music for the friends. 
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Sessions Well Attended 

Not only were all the sessions of the Baha'i gather~ 
ings well attended and the rOom filled to overflowing, 
but the public meetings held in the Municipal Auditori· 
urn of Bradenton exceeded the fondest dreams of all 
those who participated in the planning. The hall was 
packed, and it was necessary to seat the overftow 
crowd in the balcony which circles the auditorium. 

On the Sunday morning of the final day, there was a 
delightful half-hour television show in which Hand of 
the Cause of God John Robarts, Miss Linda Marshall, 
and Mrs. Frisby of Bradenton all participated in a most 
effective and inspiring marmer. 

There were posters aU over the city telling about the 
event, and showing the pictures of those who were to 
participate during the sessions. Newspaper articles 
were plentiful, and advertising also drew the attention 
of the entire area to this exciting event. 

The entire spirit of this weekend was "a call to 
action." Pioneers were there who were on their way to 
the Caribbean islands, to South America, to Africa, and 
to the South Pacific. Many more were inspired to 
volunteer their services during those uplifting sessions. 
The November 16 letter of oUr supreme Universal 
House of Justice was the keynote throughout, and all 
the speakers, participants, and consultation focused 
with a "flame-like intensity" upon this call to "heroic 
action. " 

No doubt you will be hearing officially, and perhaps 
in more detail, from other sources regarding this de~ 
lightful time we all had together, thanks to the foresight 
and vision of our beloved colleague, Curtis Kelsey. This 
is just an informal, quick-off-the-mark report, because 
the joy of those hours was too exciting not to share with 
you immediately. 

Saturday Evening Prayers 

On the Saturday night before the public meeting, 
there were groups in the various rooms in the motels 
and hotels where the friends were staying, who were 
reciting the "Remover of difficulties" five hundred 
times in order to attract the blessings from on high for 
the final day of that conference. Many of us circled 
about amongst the friends, from room to room, joining 
in the pr ayers. These sessions were conducted quietly. 
with dignity, and with a spirit of intense devotion to 
these crucial days that lie abead. 

OUf beloved Master, and our beloved Guardian, 
seemed very close to all of us during these precious 
days. The spirit of our Universal House of Justice was a 
spur to encourage us On so the hopes of 'Abdu'l-Baha 
and Shoghi Effendi might be quickly realized, not only 
on the home front of America, but throughout the 
planet where we (the United States and Canada) have 
so many vital goals as the lOco-heirs" of the Tablets of 
the Divine Plan. 

'Abdu'l-Baha was brought even closer to us when a 
special gift was given to each one attending the ses~ 

sions, by Mr. Kelsey, a very sweet and lovely picture of 
the beloved Master. . . . 

The urgency of these crucial days when, as our 
Universal House of Justice has pointed out, we are all 
entering nthe dark heart of the age of transition" and 
may well be faced with many recurring crises that may 
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place obstacles in the path of OUf freedom to teach, was 
repeatedly placed before those gathered in Bradenton, 
We aU know only too well that the time is short. One of 
the participants reminded us of those words of the 
beloved Master carrying both the sorrow and the joy, 
the difficulties and the promise, of these days: 

"Thou hast written regarding the tests and trials to 
be manifested in the American countries. Know this, 
that hardship and misfortunes shall increase day by 
day, and the people will be distressed. The doors of 
joy and happiness will be closed upon all sides. 
Terrible wars shall happen. Disappointment and the 
frustration of hopes shall surround the people from 
every direction until they are obliged to turn to God. 
Then the lights of great happiness will enlighten the 
horizons, so that the cry of ya·Baha'u'l-Abha may 
arise upon all sides. This will happen." 
The beloved Master wrote these words to Mrs. Brit

tingham in a Tablet in 1904, and we need only to look at 
the world around us to realize that these days are upon 
us. We shall never have a greater opportunity to 
awaken the friends to the possibilities of these days in 
which we are now living. They wi1l never come again. 
We must not lose the opportunity of a second, an hour, 
a day I a month - every beat of the heart is precious. 

A Debt of Gratitude 

We all owe a debt of loving gratitude to Curtis fol' 
launching this wonderful gathering in Bradenton, for 
there seemed to be generated there a fresh spirit of 
consecration and sacrifice. and a determination on the 
part of all present that the days ahead will be quite 
unlike the days we left behind. 

Although you were not with us in person, your dearly 
loved faces were always before us, and you were often 
in our thoughts and prayers. 

With warmest and tenderest love, on behalf of dear
est Curtis, I send you this all-too-inadequate report. 

February 17, 1970 -WILLIAM SEARS 

The gathering recei" '2d a personal welcome from the 
Mayor of Bradenton and written greetings from the 
Governor of Florida. Me. Sears' "Wake Up America!" 
was a dynamic Bal- .-t'i talk, bringing the entire occa
sion to a riSing cre~ ;endo of purpose and resolve. Mr. 
Robarts, in his talk especially emphasized the power 
and efficacy of thf long obligatory prayer. 

Mr. Sears told a s'.ory of how one Latin America local 
assembly had used its entire resources of $3.10 to buy a 
copy of Some Ans":.nered Questions. Later, on a bus, an 
editor noticed an ,:,ssembly member carrying the book. 
His interest was so aroused that he gave the Baha'is 
extensive newspa)er publicity and helped them obtain 
free radio publicity, 

California 
San Rafael 13ahil'is joined with other communities 

and groups in Marin County to observe World Religion 
Day as part of the Unity Octave 1970 week-long obser
vances in San Rafael. John Fleming, of San Francisco. 
was chairman for the January 18 Baha'i meeting, 
which drew the largest audience of the programs held 
throughout the week. 
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Kaduna. Nigeria 
The first teaching conference ever held in Northern 

Nigeria was convened in Kaduna in December 1969. An 
of the fourteen newly enrolled Baha'is attended one or 
more sessions. A feature of the conference was a 
session for translation of some of the prayers and 
Hidden Words into Yoruba, one of the more than two 
hundred languages of Nigeria. Following the confer
ence, the Kaduna Baha'is made individual teaching 
folders consisting of photographs and charts illustrating 
some of the basic teachings of the Faith. 

Africa 

Members of 'he Natiowd Spirituat A$sem~ly of the Baha'is oj 
Uganda and Centrat Atrica. (Seated) Toko!amu OkeUo, chaiT. 
man, Javan Gutosi, vice-chairman, Sospater Isimai, seC1'etarll. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Olinga, treasurer. (Standing) Albert Ochamo
dek, J-ulius Nam~afu, John Simon Omi-yo, Moses Senoga, 
Augustine MQsatti. 

Three Baha'i Institutes have been built this year and two 
are operational. Each institute accommodates thirty-two stu
dents at a time, and courses last "for ten days, during which 
the friends are deepened in the spiritual teachings, the laws, 
and on individual responsibilities as Baha'is. 
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An AU-Salvador Deepening ConfeTence in San Salvador, Et 
Salvador, 3'PonsOTed by the National. Spiritual Assembly_ The 
conference was convened at th.e home of Quentin and Jea.nne 
Farrand. 

Honduras 

11 

EI Salvador 

The Hondureno Teaching In.stitute for Indigenous Teachers, held at Karbila. neaT 
Tegu.cigalpa, Honduras. December 24·26. 

Fione-eTa and Baha'is 01 Guatemala City, Januarll 3, 1970, grouped outside the ,{Ia,?iTatu'l
Quds, when Universal House oj Justice Member David RUne visited there. 

Guatemala 
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Australian Summer Schools, B.E. 126 
This year has again witnessed a fusion in love and 

harmony of friends of all ages, from diverse back
grounds, into one unified community at the summer 
schools. Pakistan, India, Egypt, Israel, South Africa, 
Scotland, Persian, and all Australian states were repre
sented; there were Baha'is from Jewish, Christian. 
Hindu, and Muslim backgrounds. 

The attendance was small until Christmas eve, but 
then rapidly built up to full capacity. Both schools 
functioned smoothly, with due credit going both to 
management and the cooperation of the friends. 

Talks on the lives of the Bab, Bahit'u'llith, 'Abdu'l
Baha, and Shoghi Effendi were universally enjoyed. 
"We heard of the tremendous power that the Bah and 
Baha'u'Uah exerted over all those who came in contact 
with them. We were moved by accounts of incidents in 
the lives of 'Abdu'l-Baha and Shoghi Effendi .... " In a 
talk on Shogbi Effendi, Mrs. Joy Bohradsky included a 
history of the Faith's development in Australia. 

A detailed study of the Kitab-i-tq"n was undertaken 
in one session, and Frank Khan's knowledge of Islamic 
scriptures was of great benefit to the friends in this 
study. 

The first meeting each afternoon dealt with one of the 
principles of the Faith, with speakers emphasizing how 
these principles provide valuable solutions for which 
the world is cry in g. 

The evening programs tended to be taken at a more 
leisurely pace. One new feature which all felt should be 
kept on and developed was the holding of a "musical 
evening" at each school. On one evening a scene from 
The Chosen Highway was enacted by the children; and 
prior to another evening's program, a session of prayers 
for teaching in Australia and Samoa was held. 

The schools have witnessed a steadily increasing 
enthusiasm which cannot but culminate in an unami
mow; resolve to teach the Faith with renewed enthusiasm 
and utmost endeavor. 
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Australia Celebrates 50th Anniversary 
Australia's first National Teaching Conference, held 

in Adelaide, South Australia, on January 23·25, com· 
memorated the fiftieth anniversary of the Baha'i Faith 
in Australia, 

The conference was attended by Hand of the Cause of 
God H. Conis Featherstone, Board of Counsellors mem
ber Howard Harwood, Auxiliary Board member John 
Davidson, seven members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly, as weB as some one hundred and thirty 
friends from most of the states of Australia. ·In addition, 
four Baha'is from the Solomon Islands and the New 
Hebrides Islands were present, and two newly·enrolled 
Aboriginal believers. 

This highly successful gathering resulted in the riSing 
of six pioneers, four traveling teachers, and the pledge 
of a piece of land to fulfill an endowment goal. 

Mr. HaTry PenTith, Aboriginaf believeT, addressing the first 
NationaL Teaching Conference, Adelaide, South AustTalia, Jan.· 
uarll 1910. Four Baha'is /Tom th.e Solomon Islands and the 
New Hebrides Isi.ands were among the many guests at the 
conference. 

Amtralia's first National Teachin(1 C01!ference, Adelaide, South Australia, January 23·25, marks the fiftieth anniveTsary of the 
introduction of the Baoo'i Faith. into Australia. 

r 
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Spirited Crowd 
Packs Education Conference 

An unexpectedly large crowd of nearly one thousand 
Baha'is attended the first Nation a1 Baha'i Conference 
on Education on February 20-22, in Wilmette, Illinois. 
The conference was sponsored by the National Spiritual 
Assembly through its North American Baha'i Office for 
Human Rights as part of the Baha'i observances of the 
United Nations International Education Year. 

Meeting for deepening in the Writings and to make 
recommendations to the National Spiritual Assembly, 
the huge gathering of friends from aU regions of the 
United States, representing many minorities and walks 
of life, brought a unique spirit to Wilmette, and the 
spirit was sustained throughout the three-day con
ference. 

The agenda itself reftected great unity in diversity. 
The roster of eight speakers included persons from the 
black, American Indian, and African Indian minorities, 
as well as parents, students, and professional educa
tors. This element of diversity extended to the twenty
three workshops which met three times dUring the 
conference and made more than one hundred recom
mendations in the area of proclamation and teaching to 
the National Spiritual Assembly. 

Dr. Daniel Jordan set the tone for the meetings in his 
opening talk in Foundation Hall at the House of Wor
ship on Friday evening. The purpose of education in 
this new Dispensation, he said. was to free man "to 
become the true spiritual being that God had in mind 
when He created him." 

Meetings Move to College Facilities 

As planned, subsequent meetings on Saturday and 
Sunday were held in the facilities of the National 
College of Education. There, on Saturday evening, 
Poova Murday of Fort Meyers, Florida, declared that 
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only the Baha'is can be the educators of mankind, 
because only they have a grasp of the spiritual teach
ings which can free man to become their true spiritual 
selves. 

Stressing the special role of American Baha'is, he 
said, ~'Americans, in comparison to the rest of man
kind, are all highly educated. The key question is: What 
are you going to do with all this education?" 

Pioneer! was his answer; and he underscored it by 
asking a number of Baha'is who are going pioneering 
to come to the stage and tell about their plans. 

On Saturday. earlier in the day, Mrs. Victoria De 
Lee, Richard Thomas, and Bob Henderson made pre
sentations which emphasized the need for education 
and justice for the minorities so that individuals in all 
walks of life may realize their potentials. And Edward 
Carpenter, Headmaster of Harlem Preparatory School 
in New York City (a widely acclaimed school located in 
a converted supermarket in Harlem), presented his 
HModels for Change." 

Dr. Stanwood Cobb Honored 

Dr. Stanwood Cobb received a standing ovation from 
the spirited crowd, as he received a plaque of the 
Greatest Name from Mr. Carpenter, for his long ser~ 
vice as a writer, teacher, and administrator in the field 
of education. Dr. Cobb spoke eloquently on how he 
became a Baha'i and how 'Abdu'l~Baha had spiritual
ized his ideas of education_ 

A set of engaging presentations occupied the Satur
day afternoon session. A multi-media presentation, us
ing sound and slide images, emphasized the joy of 
educating children. A pioneering presentation spoke of 
"the pioneer as a spiritual educator," and featured 
talks by veteran pioneers. The Laubach Literacy Meth
od was demonstrated as a simple tool which Baha'is 
could use to teach people to read and write. A micro
teaching presentation, USing closed circuit television, 
focused on proper consultation techniques. 

FiTst National Baha'i Education Conference, Wilmette. IHinois, FebTwlr1l 20-22. 1910. 
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House of Worship Chorus and Mr. and Mrs. James C. Allen entertain at Nafional EdUcation Conference, WHmette, Illinois, Febru
ary 20-22. 

There was also a "walk-through" happening, consist~ 
ing of a sixty-foot long sausage of vinyl in which 
colored slides were projected and music played. The 
lesson here was the need to r€..(}rient our senses, to See 
things with a different perspective in this radiant cen
tury. 

A Cappella Chorus Participates 

On Sunday. the conference closed with great joy and 
spiritual power, The Baha'i Choir, which sings at the 
House of Worship. led oft'. A puppet demonstration 
fOllowed; then Gary Hillaire of the Lummi Indian tribe 
explained how the Indian finds true education through 
nature. 

Dr. Dwight Allen, Dean of the School of Education at 
the University of Massachusetts, gave a summation of 
the conference and spoke of I<where do we go from 
here?" Characterizing it as "a screaming success," 

California 

San Rafael, California, World Religion Day meeting, January 
]8, Mrs. Florence Mayberrv. Auxiliary Board member, speak
ing. 

because of the feeling of unity and spirit, Dr. Allen 
frankly admitted that it was just the beginning, and 
that no one at this point in history can understand the 
full scope of Bahati education. He said that the more 
than one hundred recommendations submitted to the 
National Spiritual Assembly would, no doubt, stimulate 
meaningful action by Baha'i institutions. 

In addition to action at the administrative level, Dr. 
Allen stressed the importance of individual action. 
Baha'is should think of ways to implement their own 
educational concepts, as seen in the light of the Sacred 
Writings, he said. 

It was felt by many that the meetings were some of 
the most spirited in recent memory, and that it was a 
very encouraging kick-off to proclamation activities 
during International Education Year. The conference 
ended on the same spiritual note on which it had begun, 
with singing by the whole gathering and the chanting of 
a prayer. 

Auxiliary Board member Mrs_ Florence Mayberry discusse.r 
the Faith following World Religion Day meeting in San. Rafael. 
Calijornia, January 18. 

J 
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Celebration oj the dose of the school year at the Indian Baha'( School, Lagoa Grande, 
Bahia, BraziL 

BRAZIL 
Lagoa Grande Indian School 

Two hundred persons, including municipal digni
taries, were present at the celebration of the end of the 
school year of the Baha'] Indian School at Lagoa 
Grande on November 23, 1969. 

Representing the National Spiritual Assembly were 
Sras. Guitty Milani, and Touba Maani and her daugh
ter Shahla of Vitoria, Espirito Santo, who had traveled 
to Mirandela in the state of Bahia for this purpose 
and to offer the congratulations of the National Assem
bly to the intrepid Baha'i teacher, Sra. Durvalina 
Santos, who has traveled about an hour in each direc· 
tian, day after day through hot sun and drowning rains, 
on foot or on burrow, to reach her beloved school and to 
impart a rudimentary education to these isolated chil
dren. There were many speeches of congratulations. 

Sr. Mario Furtado, head of the Regional Indian 
Foundation, read several pages of the Writings of the 
Guardian about the future civilization, and its require
ments, and concluded by reading one of the Hidden 
Words of Baha 'u 'Ilah. 

The formal celebration was followed by a luncheon 
served to those present. 

The National Assembly representatives also visited 
the communities of Salvador, Lauro de Freitas, Sao 
Cristovao, and Portao, in the same region of Bahia. 
stimulating them all to increased activity and, especi
ally, to teach the many children of the region who are 
eager to have the Baha'i training. They also had 
successful interviews with the television channels with 
the largest audiences, where they were surrounded 
during two hours by interested reporters for Tribuna da 
Bahia and A 'Tarde. These resulted in other published 
interviews, both about the Faith itself and in action in 
the school of Lagoa Grande. 

Progress in Indian Teaching 
Because of recent trips of Baha'is to the Indian 

Community near Mirandela, Bahia, and near Maceio, 
Alagoas, as well as to the Regional FUNAI headquar
ters in Recife, and finally to the National FUNAI head
quarters in Brasilia, three very important leaders of the 
National Indian Foundation have expressed themselves 
as very favorable to the Faith and its activities among 
the Indians of Brazil. One of them has said, in part: 
" ... this which the Baha'is do, I like. They USe a 
wonderful psychology." 

Traveling Teachers 
The newly-named member of the Continental Board 

of Counsellors, Mas'ud Khamsi, was in Brazil from 
December 24 to December 30. He met and consulted 

with the National Spiritual Assembly, and on Christmas 
Day visited the Persian friends of the state of Sao 
Paulo. Next, he met with the Baha'i youth of this region 
and, finally, representatives of the various committees 
of this state at a combined meeting. 

Auxiliary Board members Osmar Mendes and Ed
mund Miessler have visited the Baha'i communities in 
the states of Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Guanabara, 
and Minas Gerais during the past month. Other teach~ 
ers have made important teaching trips, including one 
to Niteroi, which is now calling for help from the 
National Youth Committee to plan for action that may 
attract the younger element to the Faith. 

Colombia 

Youth, "in a wunderful atmosphere of love and. happineslO," 
at a recent institute faT the training of traveling teacheTS (for 
the aTea oj the Choca) in Medellin, Colombia. 

Seychelles Islands 
The first inter-island teaching conference and school 

was held on the Island of La Digue, some twenty-five 
miles east of Mahe on Sunday, January 12. 

Some thirty BaM']s sailed to Praslin Island on the 
eleventh for an overnight stop and visit with Baha'is 
there. Early Sunday morning some sixty Baha'is sailed 
from Praslin to La Digue. Upon arrival, they walked 
together to the conference hall some two miles away_ 
At both Praslin and La Digue, the islanders were 
impressed at the number of Baha'is visiting their 
islands. 

This meeting of the friends from the three main 
islands of the Seychelles group afforded them an oppor
tunity to discuss how they can best spread the Message 
of BahA'u'Ilah before Rit;lvan 1970, and was classified 
by them as an lIunforgettable unity gathering." 
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Bafang Baoo'i Community. Cameroon Republic, FebTUary 1970. 

Baha'i Community of Tangang, Cameroon Republic, the day 
they dedicated thej,?, 8"a;iratu'l-Quds, January 15. uno. 

Local Spiritual Assembly of Tangang, Cameroon Republic, on 
the day they dedicated their J:la-?irotu'l-Quds, January 15, 1970, 

CAMEROON 

Some of the Baha'is who came to Abong Mbang, East Came
roon, to celebrate Bahd'u 'Hah's BiTthday. 
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Lobe Esta.te Baha'i Community, Cameroon Republic, Decem
ber 1969, gathered for deepening classes - and ce~ebrating 
bi7th of a new baby. 

Extension course participants at New Era Teaching Institute, 
Eden, East Cameroon, December 1969: (leJt to right) Samuel 
Mba, Anthony Ude, John Besong, KaTen Bare (teacher and 
pioneer), Kamakes Raphael, Joseph Pamo! (teacher) Joseph 
Egbe. J08eph Nyu, Anthony Tabi. James Aybor (visitor, secre. 
tary L.S.A. Douata), 

Baha'i Communitll oj Kupe. Cameroon Republic, at celebration 
Of Baha'u'Udh's Birthday, 1969. 
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Member.! of tne 1969-70 National Spiritual Assembly oj th.e 
Baho'u of Spain: (left to Tight - front} Fernando Sanz, Pa:J"Vin 
JimeneZ', Jose Lopez, R. Mehrabkhani; (rear) Isidro TorTeUa, 
Miguel Medina, D. Forghani, Antonio Jimenez, Emilio Egea. 

SPAIN 
Publicity 

Since the Baha'i Faith was legalized in Spain in June 
1968, the press has done a great service for the procla
mation of the Faith. More than fifty articles have been 
published in newspapers and magazines, some of them 
in the form of extensive reports taking mOre than a 
whole page. 

In order to publish a "Baha'i News H in Spain, it was 
necessary to follow a long, legal procedure that is 
standard with any periodical. After permission was 
obtained, all details about our Bah~Pi News Bulletin 
were published in the Official Government Bulletin. 
Since this Bulletin has a great diffusion, it attracted 
many people, among them the directors of news agen~ 
cies who sent journalists to make reports about the 
Faith. Consequently, more articles appeared in the 
newspapers. 

The National Spiritual Assembly has appointed a new 
committee to answer the letters that are pouring in 
from all parts of the country. Even from Germany, as 
we received a letter from a Spanish person there whose 
family had sent him newspapers. The Ones that wish to 
learn more about the Faith receive a correspondence 
course, and whenever possible the Baha'is travel to 
meet them, 

International Meetings 
Two meetings of an international character were held 

in Spain in January. On January 17, in the local Baha'i 
Center of Barcelona, the National Spiritual Assembly 
hosted a meeting of the Continental Board of Counsel
lors for Europe, with their Auxiliary Board members 
from southern Europe. Consultations were held on the 
progress of the Nine Year Plan and ways to assure its 
fulfillment in the various countries represented. In 
addition to Board of Counsellors members Dorothy Fer· 
raby and Eric Blumenthal, this gathering was attended 
by three Auxiliary Board members from Italy, two 
from Switzerland, onc from France, one from Portugal, 
and two from Spain. 
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On that evening, all of the Board members met with 
Baha'is from the entire northeastern region of Spain. 
About one hundred and twenty Baha'is gathered at the 
Baha'i Center of Terrasa. 

A week later, in Madrid, the National Spiritual As~ 
sembly hosted the first Iberian Conference, at the 
request of the Continental Board of Counsellors. This 
gathering was privileged to have the attendance of 
Hand of the Cause of God Dr. Ugo Giachery, as well as 
the three AUXiliary Board members for the Peninsula, 
Miss Sara Tiffon, Mrs. Maria Marques, and Charles M. 
loas. This meeting, on January 24.25, also afforded the 
National Teaching Committee an opportunity to meet 
and forge specific plans for greater cooperation on an 
international level. 

New Zealand's 
1970 Summer Sc:hool 

The annual summer schOOl was held at Mangere 
Marae from the afternoon of January 4 to the morning 
of January 9 in beautiful weather; and in surrOundings 
"symbolizing the teachings of the Bahati Faith," as one 
young Maori guest said, as she walked around the 
buildings and gazed at the display of posters and 
pictures inside the dining hall. 

Attendance was around twenty·four people sleeping 
each night and an average of twelve more from Auck
land area each day. The program included studies on 
prayer and meditation, The Advent 01 Divine Justice, 
and the Covenant of Baha 'u'llah. There was a very 
stimulating workshop on the Baha'i community, and 
talks on "Our Commitment as Baha'is," ·'The...Challenge 
of Travel Teaching," and "Knowing Our Faith." Three 
panel discussions were presented in which people from 
outside the community participated: Religion Faces 
Today's World; The Maori Contribution to New Zealand 
-Past and Future; and, To Unite the World. 

During the course of the sessions, questions of prayer 
and consultation arose, and on the last evening those 
attending took part in a mock election of a local 
spiritual assembly. Those elected then consulted on 
questions that had arisen, and several recommendations 
were sent to the National Spiritual Assembly for con
sideration in planning the next summer school. 

Of particular interest was the large number of youth 
of both sexes in attendance and the interest and dedica
tion to the teachings of Baha'u'llah, 'Abdu'l-Bahit, and 
the Guardian. 

A highlight of the activities was the picniC at Hyde
Dunne Memorial property in Candia Road, Henderson, 
during which two Idesia trees were planted by Miss 
Kitty Carpenter and Hugh Blundell. For those who had 
not seen the property, it was a breathtaking experi
ence: The beauty of the trees and stream; the peace of 
that seemingly isolated spot, which is actually not far 
from a main road; the knowledge that it is close to fifty 
years since Mother and Father Dunn, to whom the spot 
is dedicated, came to Australia, bringing the Message 
of Baha'u'lli>h to us all. 

An added delight to the end of the summer school was 
the arrival back in Auckland of the youth returning 
from the conference held in Western Samoa. 

I 
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India 

On JanuaTY 9, the MayoT of Delhi, India, Hansraj Gupta (sec
ond jTom lefO, signed a proclamation declaring January 18 as 
World Religion Day for the City oj Delhi. 
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A teaching conference in Madanpam Village, Alldh.l'a Pradesh, 
India, October 14, 1969, All residents of the v'mage are Bah.d'is. 
and be[ong to the Lambadi tribe. 

Baha', Conference on Education - One of the many workshops, Wilmette, Illinois. 
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A Baha'i youth. at booklet and pamph.let display on street in Mantova, Haly. November 
7-11, 1969. 

Italy 
The first full·scale Baha'i proclamation week in Italy 

was held in Mantova, November 7-11, 1969, a small town 
in the heart of the peninsula. The aim was to reach the 
greater part of the population of the city and have the 
Faith known, at least in name, to all strata of society in 
a certain area, CopiE's of The Proclamation of Baha. 
'u'Udh were presented to leading local dignitaries. 

The week's activities included public conferences, 
round-table discussions, a concert, and the showing of 
slides. Attendance was numerous, and a lively interest 
was shown by those prese.nt. Long discussion periods 
would always follow the meetings. Publicity was good 
before and after the week, not only in local papers but 
also in some well-known papers read all over central 
Italy. 

Many people expressed the desire to follow-up at 
firesides, and the head of the police congratulated the 
Baha'is on their meetings and expressed the hope that 
the Faith would grow as he believed the Teachings 
were directed towards the well-being of humanity. 
Experience has shown that it is possible to arouse the 
interest of people in a provincial town, and it will be an 
incentive to improve the methods to further spread the 
Faith in italy. 

California 

The Spiritual A ...... embly of the Bahd'is Of National 
City, California, achieved incorporation Octobet" 8, 
1969. (Left to right. standing) Robert Anderson, 
Arnold Stein~ Melvin Chester, Charles Farmer and 
B!.air Fuller; (seated) George Loxterman, Patty Lox-
terman, Betty Farmer, and Levina FuHeT. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published for circulation among Baha'is only by the Nationa:l Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United 
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International Editor; Miss. Charlotte Linfoot. National Spiritual A!:'sembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee, Mrs. Sylvia 
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JIu 'J)eclaralion 0/ lhe Bab 
May 23, 1844, signalizes the commencement 

of the most turbulent period of the Heroic Age 
of the Baha'i Era, an age which marks the 
opening of the most glorious epoch in the 
greatest cycle which the spiritual history of 
mankind has yet witnessed. No more than a 
span of nine short years marks the duration 
of this most spectacular, this most tragic, this 
most eventful period of the first Baha'i century. 
It was ushered in by the birth of a Revelation 
whose Bearer posterity will acclaim as the 
"Point Tound Whom the realities of the Proph
ets and MessengeTs revolve," and terminated 
with the first stirrings of a still more potent 
Revelation, "whose day," Baha'u'llah Himself 
affirms, "every Prophet hath announced," for 
which "the soul of every Divine Messenger 
hath thiTsted," and through which "God hath 
proved the hearts of the entire company of 
His Messengers and Prophets."· 

'Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, p. 3 

Jhe Acefl,jion 0/ Balu: 'u '!/,ih 
With the ascension [on May 29, 1892] of 

Baha'u'll3.h draws to a close a period which, in 
many ways, is unparalleled in the world's re
ligious history. The first century of the Baha'i 
Era had by now run half its course. An epoch, 
unsurpassed in its sublimity, its fecundity and 
duration by any previous Dispensation, and 
characterized, except for a short interval of 
three years, by half a century of continuous 
and progressive Revelation, had terminated. 
The Message proclaimed by the Bah had 
yielded its golden fruit. The most momentous, 
though not the most spectacular phase of the 
Heroic Age had ended. The Sun of Truth, the 
world's greatest Luminary, had risen in the 
Siyah-Chiil of phriin, had broken through the 
clouds which enveloped it in Ba~diid, had 
suffered a momentary eclipse whilst mounting 
to its zenith in Adrianople and had set finally 
in 'Akka, never to reappear ere the lapse of a 
full millenium.· 

'Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, p. 223 
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Guam 
The Baha'is of Guam had a glorious weekend on 

January 17-18 when representatives of four of the insti
tutions of the Faith gathered with them on their island 
for a two-day deepening conference. 

Hand of the Cause of God Abu'l-Qasim Faizi after 
participating in deepening conferences in variou~ parts 
of the South Pacific and in Hawaii, honored the Baha!i 
Community by his presence and inspiration for the 
event. Arriving with him was Mr. Suhayl 'Ala'i from 
American Samoa, member of the Continental Board of 
Counsellors for Australasia, Also present, Mr. Tracy 
Hamilton, vice-chairman of the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Hawaiian Islands, and representing that 
body, and Miss Virginia Breaks, Auxiliary Board mem
ber for the Mariana, Caroline, and Marshall Islands. 

As a preface, the distinguished Hand of the Cause 
from the Holy Land was greeted by the press at a 
breakfast interview. A three-column, front-page news 
story with his picture appeared in the Guam Daily 
News, the Island's leading newspaper. Comparable 
reports were also given in a prime-time newscast over 
KUAM-TV and subsequent radio and local news media. 

Opening on Saturday morning, greetings were ex
tended by Mr. 'Ala'i, Mr. Hamilton, and Miss Breaks 
on behalf of their institutions, and by Thomas Smith
Wick, chairman of the Spiritual Assembly of Guam. 
Then, an address by Mr. Faizi on "Human KnOWl
edge," which dealt with problems that confront Ba
ha'is. He also paid tribute to the late John FaiIy, who 
passed away a few days before Mr. Faizi's arrival. 

In the afternoon session, Mr. jAla'j spoke on "The 
Baha'i Covenant - Bounties and Responsibilities of the 
Believers." Later, Mrs. Charlene Sooman and Mr. Joon 
Chung spoke on aspects of the role of youth. That 
evening, in the home of a newly declared believer, Mrs. 
Barbara Newhouser, Mr. Faizi spoke about the Kitab-i
iqan, its background and significance. 

Sunday mOrning, as part of the discussion on the 
institutions of the Faith, Mr. Hamilton spoke of Ha
waii's share of the Nine Year Plan as applicable to 
their overseas goals in the Mariana Caroline and 
Marshall Islands. " 

As the afternoon session adjourned, guests began 
arriving for the public meeting, and Mr. Faizi spoke, 
touching the hearts with his simple expos i tion of the 
Baha'i Faith. Later, as a finale for the Feast of Sultan 
that evening, the Baha'i fibn, A New Wind, was shown. 

Hand of th.e Cause of God Mr. Faizi visits Gu.am. Thomrur 
Smithwick (left), Mr.s-. Cynthia Olson. MT.s-. Anna Smithwick 
(rigllt). 

Continental Board of Counsellors 
visits 

Nicaragua 
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Taking advantage of the trim estral meeting of the 
members of the Continental Board of Counsellors for 
Central America, Mexico, Panama and the Antilles 
the National Spiritual Assembly ar~anged for severai 
interesting proclamation activities. 

Mr. Alfred Osborne visited the communities of EI 
!rapiche, Jalapa, and Estell, holding public meetings 
In each as well as a fifteen·minute radio talk in Estell. 
Mr. Artemus Lamb participated with the believers in a 
teaching institute on January 31 in Jinotepe. This meet
ing culminated with an interesting roundtable discus
sion. Mrs. Carmen de Burafato visited the community 
of Masaya. 

On February 1 the Counsellors held consultations with 
the National Spiritual Assembly in the morning. In the 
afternoon a teaching conference was held in Managua 
with seventeen attending from Managua, Bluefields: 
Jinotepe , Sandy Bay, Esteli, and Masaya. This confer
ence resulted in a youth enrollment. 

That evening the Counsellors held a public meeting in 
the auditorium of Radio Station 590 with "World Unity 
the Basis of a New Civilization" a~ the central theme: 
Questions were answered, and the thirty-eight people 
presen t came from the meeting filled with enthUSiasm, 
happy. One of the audience enthusiastically offered his 
services to paint part of the lJ'a?lratu'l.Quds, and has 
done so - without charge. 

(Above) Boa-rd of Counsellors member Alfred Osbome ad· 
d-re'sring a pub lie -meeUng audience in Managua, Nica.raguo:. 
Members A-rtemu.s Lamb and Mrs. Carmen de Burafdto a.Te 
seated at tfie table, 
(Be.low) MTS. de BUTafato speaks with- gTOUp of young people 
dunng conference rece.s-s. 

I 
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Hand of the Cause of God Amatu'l-Bahd with. Members of the National Spiritual Assembly of Kenya. At 
far right, Board of Counse!Iors members: (standing) 'Ariz Yazdi; (seated) Kolonario OuII!'. 

EI Salvador 

Participants at the Institute in Las Lomas, El Salvador. Auxil
iary Board member Gabriel Torres is in iront TOW, thiTd from 
left; (seated) Jaleh de TOTTes. pioneer trom Iran with Gail 
Woolsen, pioneer from United States; (real', taUest) Tim Fer
rand, pioneer from United States. 

Institute in Las Lomas. Tim FaTrand, pionee-r, holds one of the 
classes. 

Public meeting, January 24, Santa Tecla, El Salvador. 

FiTst of the series of Institutes in Nah.uizalco; Gabriel TOTTe.!, 
AtuiH4f'11 Board member, teaching. 
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London, England 
The Baha', Assembly 01 Wandsworth, London, held 

its annual Baha'i Ball on Novembe,,:, 15. There were 
about two hundred and thirty guests from a11 over the 
country, and a few from France. A running buffet was 
provided all night by professional caterers, with dis
cotheque music for dancing. 

The Assembly's guest of honor, the Mayor of Wands
worth, Miss Gwynneth Morgan, after being presented 
with Some Answered Questions by Lady Kathleen Hor~ 
nell, gave a shod speech of thanks and opened the 
dancing with the chairman of the Assembly Eruch 
Munsiff. The Member of Parliament for the borough. 
and his wife, had been invited as the Assembly's guests 
and called in on their way to another function. They 
stayed most of the evening. 

Both the Mayor and the wife of the Member of 
Parliament commented on the unique harmony be· 
tween generations evidenced in the occasion and which 
they had not seen elsewhere. The Member of ParHa· 
ment, who at one of the Assembly's monthly public 
meetings had discussed "Unity 01 Mankind," remarked 
to a member of the Assembly that he now understood 
what unity meant. 

Among other guests for the occasion was the chair
man of the local United Nations branch. The happy 
atmosphere impressed many people, guests and new 
Baha'is alike. 

B.B.C. 
The World Service of the British Broadcasting Corpo

ration has been running a series of interviews under the 
title, "This is your faith." The last in the series was an 
interview with Mrs. Mehrangiz Munsiff and Ted Car
dell, and the broadcast went out all over the world on 
February 16. The questions were of a searching nature, 
but they were asked in a creative way, designed to 
bring out personal views in a spontaneous manner. 

Mrs. Peggy True wrote from the Canary Islands that 
a large group had gathered at one of the friend's home 
there. After the broadcast their discussions went on till 
two in the morning. 

Another letter arrived from Hand of the Cause of God 
Collis Featherstone in Australia congratulating Mrs. 
Munsifl. A few days later the program's director called 
Mrs. Munsiff to say she had had an inquiry from portu
gal. It is expected that additional responses will be 
received. 

The Annual Wandsworth BaU, London, NovembeT 15. 1969. 
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Cambridge University 
It seems rather ironic that the words of that famous 

description of Baha'u'llah by E. G. Browne should have 
been heard within the very walls of that Professor'S 
o~n college -:- Pembroke - during the program of mu. 
SIC a?d rea.dmgs at Cambridge's World Religion Day 
meetmg thIS year. 

But the Lent Term at Cambridge has seen a few 
oth~r high spots planned by the UniverSity Baha '£ 
Soclet~. Not content with inviting, cajoling, and even 
drag~mg friends along to the usual Baha'i Society 
meetmgs, we have now devised new tactics: We go to 
~he~, but in such a way that they end up thinking they 
InvIted us. The first of these operations was carried out 
as a jOin: African Society/Baha'i Society meeting, 
w?en MooJan Mornen and Shahab Fatheazam showed 
slid~s and talked to members and ffiends of the Mrican 
SocIety about their wonderful experiences traveling for 
the Faith in Africa. 

Recently, St. John's College and Magdalene College 
were the scene of a Baha'i weekend school. Baha'is 
from Cambridge, London, and towns far and near, 
gather~d th~r.e with friends and contacts, bringing the 
dynamIC SpIrIt 01 the new age into those ancient col
leges. The program inCluded talks on child education 
and the tapes on BConsultation" produced by the Amer
ican Community. 

EI Salvador 
As a result of an inspiring Central American Regional 

Conference called by the Continental Board of Coun
sellars. for <?entral AmeriCa, the National Teaching 
CommIttee, In collaboration with the National Pracla. 
mat.io~ Committee, launched a series of proclamations 
and nme one-day institutes for nine consecutive week
ends in nine different localities where there are local 
spiritual assemblies in process of consolidation. 

In six of these nine localities, the institutes were 
preceded by a public meeting based on the format of 
the public meeting held during the above mentioned 
Conference. That meeting in San Salvador was held at 
the National Theater, and its program consisted of 
international folksongs, presented by pioneers Marvin 
and Jan Dreyer, and two conference themes: New 
Scientific Era, by a man speaker; and New SpiTitU41 
Era} by a woman speaker. At the San Salvador meet
ing, Hand of the Cause of God Dr. Rahmatu'llah Muh
ajir was the "guiding light" of the Conference and 
members of the Continental Board. Artemus Lamb, 
Alfred Osborne, and Mrs. Carmen de Burafato were 
present. ' 

More than thirteen hundred attended the public meet
ings, and more than four hundred signed up for corres
pondence courses. At the end of each conference mate
rials used during the conference were left for each 
membe~ of the community, together with a booklet, 
"Teachmg the Baha'i Faith." 

Mter this series, and as a result of their success, 
seven additional proclamations were held in Depart· 
ments where there are only one or two Baha'is with 
comparable attendance and correspondence ~ourse 
signups. Two additional proclamations are planned 
beginning in April. 

I 
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Steel Rods and Concrete - Foundations for Strength and 
Beauty as Panama House of Worship settles into place on mountain top. 

On March 17 the National Spiritual Assembly of Panama reported that all concrete for the nine footings for their 
House of Worship has been placed. Six foundation points have been completed and two star points have been poured. 
Pouring of the concrete for the wing walls was started on March 14 and. with one being completed each two weeks, 
they hope to have them finished by July 10. 

Forms for the ribs of the dome are now being constructed, and plans are to pour the first rib by March 30. Diligent 
consultations with experts are underway to determine the best possible method of pouring the concrete dome. 

Steel w01'kers placing horizontal 0411'S jar win(1 wan reinforcing. 

WD:Tkers erecting forms to be used for pouring concrete fOT far 
end 01 wing waH. 

Mr. Robert McLau9hHn, consultant and representative of th.e 
UniveTSal House ot Justice on th.e Temple project, visits 
Panama. Ph.oto shows him with Continental BoaTd Counsellor 
m.e1'nbu AlfTed Osborne, and Temple Committee. Left to right: 
M.,.. McLaughlin, Leota Lockman, National Spiritual Assembly 
SeC1'etaTll, Engineer Ed Stevenson, RaqueL de C0713tante, Na
tional Spiritual Assemblll Chairman, M.,.. Osborne, and p1'oject 
engineer. MT. Paul Thiele. 

Wi.ng wan at fa.,. end with form and 1'einforcing bars fOT enti.,.e 
wall. 

Reinforcing bars in place /OT' two wing walls. Open area is 
where gates win be. 

Form work 101' wing waHs (two) and .steel rei.nforcing bars 
bei.ng put in place. 

Friends gathend at Temple .rite for prayers, Sunday. FebTu
aTt/ 8. 
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Denmark 
Scandinavian Summer School 

July 5 - 12 
As host for this year's Scandinavian Summer School, 

Denmark announces it has succeeded in finding an 
excellent location u near beach and wood in Skaade 
Bakker near Aarhus, important traffic center in the 
mainland of Denmark, Jutland ... all modem teaching 
aids will be at our disposal ... (including) simulta-
neous translation ... in any of the three Scandinavian 
languages and English . . . The price per day, four 
meals included, will be kr. 55.- per person!' 

The National Teaching Committee extends a cordial 
invitation to the friends for "this week, a living demon
stration of the Baha'i unity in a colorful and gay 
diversity. I. The Committee's address: National Teach
ing Committee, Softevej 28, 2900 Hellerup, Denmark. 

Sweden 

Members 01 th,e Student Committee, Uppsala. UniveTsitll in
auguTal gala, and two friends. 

University of Uppsala 
The Uppsala Baha'i Student Committee sponsored a 

display in University Hall during the inaugural Gala of 
the University of Uppsala. The arrangement, first of its 
kind in Sweden, was an exciting and rewarding event. 
The display, on the third fl.oor of the building, consisted 
of notice boards, Baha'i literature, brochures and pam
phlets, in Swedish and English. A record player and the 
"Baha'i Victory Chorus" record were provided and 
soon the music reached down to the first floor. 

As many as three hundred students of various fields 
of Arts and Sciences visited the exhi bi t and obtained 
information. The exhibit extended its influence even 
beyond the Gala, for the next day a local paper 
headlined an article, "Religion of the Global Era." 
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From the Mississippi State Goals Committee comes 
word of a victory in the enrollment of Miss Helen Marie 
Henry, "first native MiSsissippi Indian (Choctaw) be
liever." Two Indian Baha'is from Chicagot Kelly Fox 
and Francis LeQuiere, have been recently staying and 
teaching on the reservation in Philadelphia. 

Louisiana 

Home jront pioneeT. Miss Sa.ndTa. Parr teachin" in Bogalusa, 
Louidan.a. 

California 
• 

SpiTitual Assembly of the Bana'is of National 
City, CaUfornia, achieved incorpOTation October 
10, 1969. 

! 
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Bolivia 

Second Department4l Summer School h.eld in Santa Cruz, 
Bolivia, November 1-9, 1969. 

Recently appointed Auxiliary Board membeT.S fof' 
BoUuia.; Manucher Shoa! and And1'es JachakoUo. 

Naticrna.Z Youth Study Course, National ,B4hd'i Institute. Co
cnabamba, Bolivia, January 9-13. 

ST. Athas Costas, Continental Board of Counsellors member, 
aM his wife, AngeUca (National Spiritual Assembly Secretary 
lOT Bolivia), after ten 'Years of devoted service to mass C01l.

ve-rsion etJoyts in Bolivia.. Th.ey have Teturned to their country, 
Argentina, because of health conditions suffered from high. 
altUude. 

Group of youth. from Sucre, Bolivia, wh.o attended the Na
tional Youth Study Course, with the two pioneen. Reginald 
Baskin and Ellen Sims. Sucre is an aU-youth Balld't: .~m
munity of university and college students. Until 1'ecentty. an 
young men; in the i.a.st seveml months. nine seiiorita~ have 
enrolled in the Faith., 
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Vietnam 
The National Spiritual Assembly of Vietnam reported 

recently that during February they had an enrollment 
of more than 6800 believers. This is nearly equal to the 
total number of enrollments for the entire previous 
year. The significant factor is, however, that 5800 of the 
new members are Mountagnards. 

This influx of believers was sparked when an automo· 
bile, used for teaching work and bearing the name 
"Baha Yi. U attracted the attention of an educated Moun
tagnard. He said he has known of the Faith of Ba
ha'u'llah for several years and that he is so happy that 
he knows where he can go to declare his faith. He is one 
of ' the five new Mountagnard Baha'i teachers spreading 
the fragrance of Bahil'u'llah amongst the highland 
people. 

One of the problems in teaching the highland people 
was the difficulty of gathering them for meetings. It is 
now known that they hold their own meetings in the 
mornings before going to their work. Another discovery 
was that it was best to approach the village chief first. 
He gives permission and convenes his people for a 
meeting, At these meetings, the individual learns of the 
Message so that each individual soul personnally ac-
cepts the Faith of Baha'u'llah. . 

Pictures of Baha'is throughout the world gathered m 
love and fellowship appeal deeply to the Mountagnards' 
sense of human oneness, 

The Assembly expects that over two thousand souls 
will attend a conference over Naw·Ruz in Pleiku, a 
major city in the Highlands. 
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Spiritual Assem~lll of Lompoc, California 1969-70. Left to right: 
(rear) Jesse OHver, Donafd E, Foster, Morris Sobhani, Earl H. 
Christensen; (front) Mrs. Jean Eaton, MaTk Eaton, Mrs. COT
rine Christensen, Mrs, Gloria Sobhani.; (inseTt) Miss CheryH 
Hu.ghes, 

Revised Edition 

Baha' u'll6h and the New Era 
The third edition of Bahci'u'!!<ih. and th.e New Era, 

revised under the direction of the Universal House of 
Justice, has now been published. Since 1937 no revision 
has been made to the text of Dr, Esslemont's book, 
although some minor corrections were introduced in 
1950. Since the previous revision, there has been a 
tremendous development and expansion of the Baha'i 
Faith, adding to Baha'i bibliography a rich legacy of 
expositions, translations, and historical accounts from 
the pen of Shoghi Effendi, Guardian of the Faith and 
appointed interpreter of its Sacred Writings. 

The updating in this new edition consists chiefly o! 
footnotes and an epilogue giving current statistics and 
new developments in the unfoldment of the Faith? with 
a minimum of alteration having been made on the text 
itself. 

This basic text of the Baha'i Faith covers the histori. 
cal background of the Faith, the Central Figures, 
administrative order, various spiritual and ethical 
principles and teachings, and gives a look at the future 
prospects of the Faith and of mankind itself. 

Although first published in 1923, Dr. Esslemont's book 
continues to be one of the most widely used introduc
tory books on the Baha'i Faith, as evidenced by the fact 
that since 1937 the number of translations has increased 
from thirty to fifty-eight. Several of the early chapters 
of this book were actually translated into Persian for 
'Abdu'I·Baha shortly before His passing, so that He 
could make notes and corrections. 

Both a very inexpensive paperback edition, to greatly 
forward the teaching effort, and a large clothbound 
library edition are now available. It is hoped that this 
new, impressive library edition will be met with a 
strong response also for public and college library 
placement. 
Paperbound edition ............................... $ .50 
Clothbound edition ................................ $3.51 

All community orders should be sent through the com· 
munity librarian to: 

BAHA'i PUBLISHING TRUST 

415 LINDEN AVENUE 

WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091 

BAHA'i NEWS is pubHshed lor circulation a~0!l~ Baha'is only .~! the National S~iritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United 
States, as a news organ reporting current actIvlhes of the Baha 1 world communIty. . ' , 

B~HA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mr, Aaron B~wen, Managmg EdJtor; Mrs. Eumce Bra~, 
Int~rnational Editor; Miss Charlotte Linfoot, National Spiritual Assembly Representahve; Mr. Rex10rd C. Parmelee, Mrs. Sylvla 
Parmelee. 

Material must be received by the twenty-fifth of the second month preceding date of :i5sue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Dmce, 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette. illinOis 60091. U.S,A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Center, 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette. Illinois, U.S.A. 60091. 
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Riq.van Message 
from the 

Universal House of Justice 

BAHAI WORLD COMMUNITY ENTERING SEVENTH YEAR NINE YEAR 

PLAN HAS AMPLY DEMONSTRATED ABILITY SCALE HEIGHTS DEVO· 

TION SACRIFICE WIN ASTONISHING VICTORIES WORLD REDEEMING 

WORLD HEALING WORLD UNITING FAITH STOP AT THIS RIDVAN 

EXTEND LOVING WELCOME ELEVEN NEW NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLIES NOW FORMING SEVEN IN AFRICA ONE IN AMERICAS ONE 

IN ASIA TWO IN AUSTRALASIA RAISING TO NINETYFOUR NUMBER 

SUPPORTING PILLARS UNIVERSAL HOUSE JUSTICE STOP MOVED PAY 
LOVING TRIBUTE HANDS CAUSE GOD THEIR BRILLIANT SERVICES 

BLAZING TEACHING TRAILS SURFACE PLANET UPLIFTING ADVISING 
ASSEMBLIES FRIENDS ALL CONTINENTS STOP IN VIEW EFFECTIVE 

REINFORCEMENT THIS NOBLE WORK BY ABLE DEDICATED CONTI· 

NENTAL BOARDS COUNSELLORS THEIR AUXILIARY BOARDS TO· 

GETHER WITH GROWING NEED AND EXPANSION WORLD COMMUNITY 
ANNOUNCE AUGMENTATION VITAL INSTITUTION THROUGH APPOINT

MENT THREE ADDITIONAL COUNSELLORS IRAJ AYMAN WESTERN ASIA 

ANNE LIESE BOPP BETTY REED EUROPE AND AUTHORIZATION 

APPOINTMENT FORTYFIVE ADDITIONAL AUXILIARY BOARD MEM

BERS NINE AFRICA SIXTEEN ASIA TWO AUSTRALASlA EIGHTEEN 

WESTERN HEMISPHERE STOP CALLING FORMATION FOUR NATIONAL 
SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLIES RIDVAN 1971 LESOTHO SEAT MASERU IVORY 
COAST MALI AND UPPER VOLTA SEAT ABIDJAN TRINIDAD AND 
TOBAGO SEAT PORT OF SPAIN SOLOMON ISLANDS SEAT HONIARA 

STOP NINE YEAR PLAN ALREADY MARKED GREAT ACHIEVEMENTS 

PIONEERING PROCLAMATION RECOGNITION FAITH UPSURGE YOUTH 

ACQUISlTION PROPERTIES COMMENCEMENT CONSTRUCTION PANAMA 
TEMPLE DEVELOPMENTS WORLD CENTRE STOP URGENT IMMEDIATE 
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VITAL NEED CONCENTRATE ATTENTION INCREASE NUMBER LOCALI. 

TIES LOCAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLIES BELIEVERS FILL REMAINING 

PIONEER POSTS STOP LAST RIDVAN CALL RAISED SEVENHUNDRED 
AND THIRTYTHREE PIONEERS MINIMUM REQUIREMENT STOP FOUR

HUNDRED AND SEVENTYNINE SPECIFIC POSTS STILL UNFILLED STOP 

TOTAL VICTORY REQUIRES MORE PIONEERS MORE FUNDS MORE NEW 

BELIEVERS STOP HANDS CAUSE COUNSELLORS BOARD MEMBERS 

NATIONAL LOCAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLIES EVERY SINGLE FOLLOWER 
BAHAULLAH SUMMONED UTMOST EFFORT REMAINING YEARS NINE 

YEAR PLAN STOP ACHIEVEMENT THIS STEP MASTERS DIVINE PLAN 
WILL ENDOW COMMUNITY CAPACITY ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCIES 

UNDERTAKE NEXT STAGE IMPLEMENTATION SUPREME PURPOSE 
BAHAULLAHS REVELATION UNIFICATION MANKIND ESTABLISHMENT 

LONG PROMISED KINGDOM GOD THIS EARTH STOP ASSURE ARDENT 

LOVING PRAYERS HOLY SHRINES. 
-THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF J USTlCE 

JUNE 1970 
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Tribute to Pioneer Teacher 

Mamie L. Seto 
GRIEVED LEARN PASSING DEVOTED MAID
SERVANT MAMIE SETO. HER EXEMPLARY SER
VICE CAUSE GOD SPANNING MORE THAN 
HALF CENTURY MARKED BY EFFECTIVE CON
TRIBUTIONS NATIONAL, LOCAL ADMINISTRA
TIVE INSTITUTIONS DISTINGUISHED BY HIGH
L Y FRUITFUL TEACHING AMERICA AND PI
ONEERING WITH HUSBAND ASIA. PRAY RICH 
REWARD ABHA KINGDOM. 

- Universal House of Justice 

Mrs. Mamie Loretta Seto passed away April 15, 1970, 
in Detroit, Michigan, a few days after her eighty·fifth 
birthday anniversary, following a few months of hospi~ 
taliza tion. 

The foregoing cablegram from the Universal House 
of Justice pays beautiful tribute to the half century of 
Mrs. Seto's services to the Baha'i Faith in teaching, 
traveling, serving on local Spiritual Assemblies and 
National Committees, pioneering, and membership on 
the National Spiritual Assembly for approximately two 
years. She resigned from the latter institution in 1953 to 
pioneer with her husband, Anthony y, Seto, in Hong 
Kong during the Ten Year Crusade. In 1956 Mrs. Seta 
had the bounty of pilgrimage to the Baha'i World 
Center. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Seta participated in the first 
Convention of the Baha'is of North East Asia in Tokyo 
in 1957, where Mr. Seta passed away suddenly a few 
days later. Mrs. Seto returned to Hong Kong, where she 
remained until 1963. 

Returning to California, Mrs. Seta resumed her active 
teaching and service in the Faith until failing health 
intervened. Many are the Baha'is in the United States, 
Hawaii, and throughout the world who will long reo 
member her exemplary devotion to the Cause of Baha
'u'l.lith from the moment of her acceptance in 1916 in 
Hawaii. 

Finland 

Finland achieved another of its Nine Year Plan goals 
with the enrollment on January 25 of Mr. Valde Nyman 
and Mrs. Tuula Nyman. Mr. Nyman is the only Gypsy 
Baha'i in Finland; Mrs. Nyman is Finnish born. 

Panama Temple 
Inside wan fonn!, showing aU bracing necessary '0 keep align
ment. 



Hands of the Cause of God Amatu'Z-Bahci and DT. Muh.cijiT, 
and Board of CounseU01',s membe-r DT. Mih.di SamandaTi. at a. 
Teception in the home of Board of CounseUor3 membeT 'Aziz 
Yazdi in Nai-robi. Kenya. 

Hand of the Cause of God 
RLft,(yyih Kha'num Travels 

.. , .... - - ---.-~-" 

Children at th.e new Git.'ogi. Baoo'i Center, Kenya., singing fOT 
and cheering Amatu'!-Bana. 

Six Thousand Miles Across Africa 
The great trek from East to West Africa began on 

January I, when Amatu'I-Baha drove her Land Rover 
away from the Banimi home, where she had been a 
guest for some weeks, and accompanied by Mr, Gloro 
Epyeru, member of the Board of Counsellors for Cen
tral and East Africa, and me, she turned her car 
towards the Congo. 

On March 2 we reached Accra, Ghana, after success
fully - but far from uneventfully - traversing 6000 
miles of jungle, burning savannas, parched bush coun
try, and the steaming tropical coast of West Africa. 
This achievement, though far from unique, is certainly 
a rare one; and I believe it must be the longest single 
overland journey to date undertaken by any 
Baha'i - let alone a Hand of the Cause of God - in this 
continent. 

Many times in Haifa, when we pored over the map of 
Africa, Rul:tiyyih Khcinum would say, "It is so big, how 
are we ever going to do it? Well, maybe if we bite it off, 
piece by piece, we can get there ... " This can be truly 
said to have been our method, because almost no 
information. especially of a detailed nature, is avail-

Amatu.'l-Bahci, M-rs. Soralla Yazdi, and MTS. Violette Nakhja
vani with. friends at Siaya, Kenya. Auxi!iary Board member 
Samuel Obura, tane;st, centu back. 

able on one side of Africa about the other side. For 
instance, two days before our departure we discovered 
that the car insurance, which we thought was for all 
Africa, carried us no farther than the frontiers of East 
Africa! With great difficulty we got it to cover the 
Congo; but from there to the capital of the Central 
African Republic we rolled many hundreds of miles 
with no coverage, hoping and praying no catastrophe 
would occur un til we could obtain a new policy. 

We were told there were rebels in the Congo, bandits 
in Chad; that there was fighting along the frontiers; 
that the great danger was theft of the car by rebels or 
regular army; that we might be attacked or murdered; 
that the insects were going to be terrible - we already 
knew about the diseases! But we suffered from none of 
these things. 

No one ever said much of a specific nature about the 
roads. Rui;liyyih Khanum says if she had known what 
they were like she does not think she would have had 
the courage to do it. Before leaving, we were given a 
condensed course (an hour and a half) by one of the 

Rabbani African Safari, January 1970. (Left to right) Mrs. 
Violette Nal.£Itia-vdni, Rene Jean Baptiste (Haitian. pionew). 
Amatu'f-Bahc1, Selma Mugh-rabi, BoaTd 01 Counsellors member 
OtOTO E'pyeTu. Mrs. Janet MughTG.bi, ucretary of National 
Teaching Committee oj Central Africa. 
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National Teachirtg Committee fOT CentTal African Republic, 
Congo (Brazzaville), Gabon, and Chad. NovembeT 1969. Stand
ing, left to rignt: Be-rnard Igwe (Gabon); D. Mo-rgan. (Chad), 
chairman; J. Mughrabi (Re.A.), secTetaTY; Oumar Beecham 
(R.C.A.): Isaac Ezukuwi (Gabon); R. Jean Baptiste (R.C.A." 
treasurer, Seated: Gh.. Azemikhah. 

pioneers on how to replace various parts of the car 
from our large supply of spares - if we broke down. 
Rul).iyyih Khanum wrote it all down, but it was a good 
three weeks before she discovered where she had put 
her notes! In any case, it is unlikely the two of us could 
even lift one of the heavy wheels into position to change 
a tire, We soon discovered, however, that the average 
African truck driver is extremely courteous and helpful 
on the road t and we now feel we could always get help, 
providing, of course, a truck happened to come along. 

We Face Nine Frontiers 

On January 3 We crossed into the Congo. AU the 
warnings we had received of how difficult this would 
be - everything examined, everything needing to be 
unloaded and reloaded in a car full of suitcases, camp
ing equipment, provisions, water cans, cameras, tape 
recorders, and so on - turned out, in our case, to be 
untrue. In fact, crossing nine international frontiers, we 
never suffered (with one memorable exception) the 
slightest inconvenience. We were checked in and out 
with great ease; the main delay often being caused by 
our having to explain to minor customs or immigration 
officials (who seldom see a foreigner) where to stamp 
our passports and automobile Carnet de Passages, the 
latter being much the hardest problem. It was not the 
officials who caused us inconvenience; usually it was 
the impossibility of finding the frontier, which in Cen
tral Africa never seems to be marked in any precise 
way. 

We knew that if we once reached West Africa travel 
conditions would be much easier, roads better t and 
dangers less. The problem was to get any information 
about the Congo and what route to take. By chance, at 
a wedding in Kampala, I met a Greek trader from 
Beni. He gave us the only information we ever received 
about roads; however, he neither described their condi
tion nor forewarned us that some of them had practical
ly ceased to exist. We looked him up when we reached 
Beni, our first night in the Congo, and he advised us 
which road was open to Kisangani (formerly Stanley
ville). As the rainy season was not entirely over, many 
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roads were still wet, and one section of the usual route 
had become wholly impassable. What was just a nor
mal course of events to men such as these turned out to 
be a nightmare for us. The distance between Beni and 
Kisangani could not be traversed by anything but a 
truck or four-wheel drive vehicle such as the Land 
Rover, and then only if it had a first-class driver' and 
ours was the best, with the whole Supreme Conc~urse 
watching over her~ 

On Becoming Roadbuilders 

We drove ten and a half hours that day, encountering 
the most terrible road conditions of OUr entire trip. I 
have asked Rul;Liyyih Khanum to let me copy her own 
description of them. 

"1 don't think any photograph or any words could 
possibly describe what we were up against. Only huge 
trucks, I mean trucks with eight tires and sixteen tires 
huge, huge things for transportation ... can make it 
through these potholes and this mud; and, of course, 
what it amounts to is that (with their weight) they 
churn up the road, when it is muddy. to a degree that 
makes it almost impossible for anything in the world to 
go through it except one of themselves. 

"We came to potholes that were often four feet deep 
and full of mud and water, and everything as slippery 
as possible. In theory. one might be able to straddle by 
going on the hump that stands up in the middle of the 
road between the ground-in tracks of the trucks and the 
verge of the road, but it is so extremely slippery .... 
You cannot control the Car. If you begin, for the first 
fifty feet, straddling this huge channel cut by the 
wheels of the trucks, then, in a second, you find you 
have slipped down into the pothole, and of course the 
danger is of hanging up your car on this great hump 
between the two tracks; and I waS absolutely 
petrified~ ... 

"1 have had plates riveted onto the bottom of the car 
to protect its intestines, so to speak. from coming down 
with a terrible crash onto a stone and ripping out the 
insides ... But, even so, there is a limit to what a car 
can stand ... I was appalled! Wel1, I managed in four-
wheel drive, going very slowly, to get through the first 
of these bad patches ... We went along, and we came 
to places where the holes were so deep that I was afraid 
that my wheels, as I say, would not touch the bottom to 
get a grip without my being suspended on the hump in 
the middle. So Violette and Oloro and I got out and put 
in some branches of trees and some stones that we 
found on the side of the road, .. we just built the road 
as we went along. 

We continued this, and finally we came to an even 
worse place that day, which was about a quarter of a 
kilometer of, without any doubt, the most appalling 
sight I have ever laid eyes on; and I did not know how I 
was going to get through ... I eased my way along the 
first hundred meters of it and managed to get about 
half way through ... along came a huge truck in the 
opposite direction and he sailed right straight in till we 
were almost nose to nose .' I said, 'Wait, and let me 
get out, and you back up. I'll try and get through, and 
then you come through.' Well, he would hear nothing of 
it whatsoever. He was just about as mean and dis
agreeable as he could be. He was the only really tough, 
nasty customer we found. 
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The hotel in NlIa Nya, in the Congo, whe'Te the 
Guardian and Runiyyih. K..hdnum spent a night 
in 1940 when they crossed Africa. 

IIBut it shows that you could be completely at the 
mercy of people. You are in a jungle; you are hundreds 
of miles from anywhere; you are in the middle of the 
most ghastly road in creation; you are stuck! And 
along comes a truck with perhaps ten or fifteen Afri
cans on it, and if they are not cooperative ... well, that 
is just too bad, you better look out for yourself. He said, 
'I'm coming through, Get out of the road!' 'Well: I 
said, 'I can't, and I have worked my way up here. Go 
back and at least let me see if 1 can get forward and 
out.' 

No Rocks, Please 

"One of the things we discovered - naturally you 
have to learn these things - is that it infuriates all of 
the drivers if you put stones in the road .... Now 1 
understand the reason for it. When the trucks come 
along, their big wheels throw up these boulders which 
can ruin the insides of their machines. They would 
rather dig themselves through the mud, knowing there 
are no rocks for them to hit, than to have any rocks 
around. That is why you see, all along the worst parts 
of the road, great piles of stones they have taken out of 
the road ... , We, of course, had no way of knowing 
this, and no experience, and this made the truck driver 
mad, too .... They all got out, all these men, and 
[took] all the nice rocks which we had put in the next 
ho]e that I was going to drive through and chucked 
them indignantly to the side of the road. What had 
broken Violette's and my back and Oloro's, they just 
tossed aside as if they were straws: and this fellow 
said, 'I'm coming through. Get out of the road.' 

The Stanley Hotel in Kisangani, fOrJ'llerIy SfanlevviUe, where 
Shoghi Effendi and RuMwih 1Qtdnum stayed a Jew days. 
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CounseHoT Oloro EplIeru, Ru~illllih Khdnum and Violette 
Nak---.b-javanf leaving the Bamin£ home in Ka~pala, Ugand4. 
on January L 

Potholes and Prayers 

"I realized that if 1 did not somehow manage to 
scramble out of his way with my car (which weighed 
about three tons) he would literally just push me out as 
if I were a match box. . . . With a great deal of 
prayer - I have done a tremendous amount of urgent 
praying on these potholes - 1 succeeded in getting up 
onto the side, hoping that when he tore through the 
tracks in the center of the road he would clear me. He 
went through like a knife through cheese; and if I had 
been in the way, I would have been tossed aside just 
like something thrown away by a bulldozer, Wen, he 
got by me; and then one of the men said, 'Don't worry, 
he'll come back and drive you out.' 

"I had about one hundred and twenty yards more to 
go to get out of this ghastly situation, and I could not 
see the depth of the thing in front of me at alI. It was 
just a lake on either side of a vast hump of mud; and 1 
thought I was sure to hit a rock or sure to get hung up 
on the mud and just sit there; and I looked at it. And 
then I thought of the alternative: of this extremely 
brutal truck driver coming and taking charge of my 
lovely new Land Rover and forcing her, if he could, 
through this sea of mud; and the thought electrified me. 

So I began to pray. I said, 'Yii Baha'u'l-Abha' about a 
thousand times during the period I got from one end of 
this morass to the other. 1 just lit out ... I flew through 
the mud, from one end to the other! You have to do 
things like this to understand what it is like. . . . 

The car roars, she sputters, she flounces from side to 
side like a fish out on a bank, she hits things on the 
bottom and you think, 'There it is, the whole works 

Some of th.e Kisangani Baha'is in front of Motisso MicheL's 
home, January 8. 

..."... 
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Amatu'l-Baha and Molisso Michel at Bobama, Congo, Januarv 9. 

Counsellor Oloro Epyeru surveys a minor problem on the Toad 
th rough. the Congo. 

RulJ.iyyih. Khdnum in the dugout canoe that took us oveT to 
Bangassou to find an extra batterll fOT the ferry. 

New believers and friends al th.e Bob4ma. meeting. 

The long walk to Bangassou Customs; Rti.lJ.iyyih 
l:Q1.cinum and canoe boatman who acted. as our 
guide. 
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have come out, they've been ripped out of the middle of 
the machine and I'm done for. this is the end of the 
whole thing; there go my shock absorbers; there goes 
the under part of the car ... ' Somehow, I really believe 
mostly through prayer, I found myself (shaking, and 
the car shaking under me) on the other end of that 
horrible, horrible stretch of road. I had gotten out of the 
mud, but my arms felt as if they had been torn out of 
their sockets," 

The Christian Missionaries 

For our second night in the Congo we slept at an 
American Baptist Mission, quite a large one, at Lolwa. 
We had been on the road from Beni ten and a half 
hours. The great problem on a trip such as this is to 
find a place to sleep at night We had been told that the 
missionaries sometimes have facilities and will put one 
up, hut we found that any extra room is really for the 
accommodation of their own people when traveling; 
but out of real Christian charity these kind people took 
us in, The wife of the older couple, we learned, had 
been born there, the child of missionaries, She had 
returned to her birthplace with her husband to serve 
her church; she had spent forty years in the Congo, 
teaching. Rul).iyyih Khanum many times said she 
wished the Baha'is had this spirit of utter dedication 
and self-sacrifice that so many of these Christian mis
sionaries bring to the work of their Faith. She admired 
the way t in spite of the lifeless philosophy of a narro:,", 
sectarianism, they bring up their children to follow In 

their footsteps, to go back and continue the service of 
their parents. These people had been fortunate to 
escape the massacres of 1965, and, as. soo~ ~s the 
disturbances were Over I returned to theIr MlSSIon. 

The following night we slept in another Mission, of 
the same church, where only an African pastor was 
lelt. The Mission - a large and enterprising one - had 
been looted and overrun and was half deserted, the 
buildings in ruins. The African pastor alone had lost 
eleven members of his family. and two women and four 
men of the white missionaries had been killed. 

The aftereffects of the political uprisings and riots 
had left their mark everywhere in this part of the 
Congo. But the people are the same wonderful. open, 
receptive, and friendly people that I came to know and 
love sixteen years ago when my husband and I crossed 
through the Congo with three African pioneers from 
Uganda. These three had been among the first to 
respond to the call of the beloved Guardian for pioneers 
during the Ten Year Crusade. Two of them became 
Knights of Baha'u'llah; one, Mr. Enoch Olinga, was 
later elevated to the rank of Hand of the Cause of God. 

Nya Nya and Kisangani 

As we continued on our way, encountering many bad 
spots in the road, we entered the tiny town of Nya Nya. 
What were the emotions of Amatu'l-Baha when she 
suddenly saw, at a tUrn in the road, that same hotel she 
and the beloved Guardian had passed a ni ght in when 
they crossed Africa during the war, in 194O? It stood 
deserted and falling into ruin, with the jungle slowly 
closing in upon it. Indeed, all through the Congo one 
sees the scars of the civil war: abandoned Missions, 
filling stations. road construction equipment, burned-
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out automobiles, mud villages from which the inhabi
tants fled to the deep forest; a pattern of desolation that 
underlines the urgent need for that peace and unity 
that are the cardinal tenets of Baha'u'Uah's Faith. 

We arrived in Kisangani on January 6. This town, the 
third largest in the Congo, held many memories for 
RUQiyyih Khanum as she and the beloved Guardian had 
spent some days there, in the Stanley Hotel, when they 
passed through the Congo. Strangely enough, 'Ali and I 
had also stayed there. Though still operating, it Wore 
an air of ill repute, and we went to the newer hotel. 
With the greatest difficulty, after tracing down his 
home address through his post office box and wasting a 
day in fruitless efforts to find him, we met Mr, MoUsso 
Michel. He had never received the telegram sent him 
ten days earlier, and only learned we might be in 
Kisangani through a letter from a friend. He is one of 
the old and staunch Bahit'j teachers of the Central 
African area. having been a believer for over fifteen 
years, A Congolese who accepted the Faith in Bujum
bura, he is now living in Kisangani, his home area, and 
has succeeded in building up an active local Assembly 
and community there. In his home we were able to 
meet the Kisangani Baha'is, and Molisso sent one of 
them, by truck with his bicycle, ahead to the village of 
Bobama, about 115 miles away, to arrange for RillJiyyih 
Khanum to visit the friends there and spend the night, 
In practice, this means that one catches a ride on a 
truck, paying for one's fare, goes as far as possible, and 
the rest of the way one cycles; on a side road like the 
one to this village, this can easily be the en tire distance. 
Although this was in the general direction we were 
going, it took us over seventy miles out of our way to 
meet these new Baha'is; along the road there are three 
groups in different villages; and Bobama has its own 
local Spiritual Assembly, including a very active wom
an who serves as treasurer. 

The nephew of Molisso, although he had had less than 
twenty-four hours' notice of our coming, had prepared 
a room for us in his home, decorated the approaches of 
his house with palm fronds, built thatched walls of 
green leaves to enclose a new toilet and separate place 
for a bath, placed a generous supply of fresh water in 
big basins for our ablutions (in a place where all water 
must be brought some distance on the heads of the 
women), and prepared a delicious dinner for his guests 
- the first Bahia'is, other than their teacher Molisso 

Amatu'I~Bah.a. (at far end Of the terry) rearranges some loose 
planks so the Land RoveT can safely come on bOOTd. 

i 
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Michel, whom any of them had ever met. Over seventy
five people gathered that night to listen to Amatu;l
Baha and Olora Epyeru, and the meeting went on until 
very late. The next morning, early, even more came to 
listen and ask questions of their beloved guest of honor. 
and it was with great difficulty that we tore ourselves 
away from our new friends; but the ever-present neces
sity of reaching a place where we could find shelter for 
the night obliged us to depart. 

These meetings in Kisangani and in the deep jungle 
were the source of great joy to Amatu'l-Baha. She was 
happy to go through all the dangers and hardship of 
traveling through the Congo in order to meet these dear 
Baha'is who never have visitors from outside. She also 
felt that the fact that Counsellor Oloro Epyeru was able 
to visit this area of the Congo was not only a great 
inspiration to the friends but that it would enable the 
Board of Counsellors to see the needs and teaching 
possibilities from his first-hand experience. 

Bahd'i meeting in Ounngo, near Bangui, Central Afri
can Republic. January 21. 

Baha'i meeting in Kolongo, ne-ar Bangui, January 23. 
The objects in the foreground aTe mud bricks. 

A g-roup of mDstly half-caste Pygmies (near Bangui) 
whom the pioneers aTe interesting in the Faith. 
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Ferryboats and Batteries 

Among all the other hazards of travel in this section 
of the Congo were the ferryboats. No one ever tells vou 
t~ese things; and we were appalled t on reaching a ~big 
rIver, to discover that the government ferryboat, al
though it has a diesel motor that runs, has no battery to 
spark the engine ~ This means that the motorist is 
expected to supply twenty-four volts of battery power. 
The Land Rover carries a twelve-volt battery - maybe 
huge trucks carry a twenty-four volt one - but unless 
the full charge is available you sit and watch the river 
until something, by the grace of God, comes along ~ As 
no six-volt car, in its right mind, would ever tackle one 
of these roads, we never found out what the fate of a 
small automobile might be. RUQ.iyyih Khanum, being 
very reluctant to have her new battery removed from 
the car to provide half of the necessary power, went to 
see a number of local officials in the village where the 
ferry crossed. She finally succeeded in getting a truck 
to bring the ferryboat over from the other side; then, as 
the motor was running, we could make the trip back to 
the other bank. All this took at least two hours in the 
stifling midday heat.. but it gave us time to see the local 
memorial, '4Place des Martyrs," commemorating the 
massacre of thirty white people during the rebel distur· 
bances. 

We managed, with luck, to cross another ferry by 
someone else's batteries, and at a third ferry were 
poled across by manpower, a highly reassuring meth
od. But when the day came for us to cross the Mbomou 
River, which is the frontier between the Congo and 
the Central African Republic at Bangassou, we found 
ourselves really caught. 

" ---:_ 'f· 

A Bahli'i group i.n Fort Lam". Chad, February J910. 

There are so many believers in ~'OTt Lam" that 
meetings are held in different areas of the city. 
often in tocal Baha'i centeno such as this. 

I 
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Questionable Accommodations 

On the first night, after leaving the clean and hospita· 
ble home of our Baha'i villagers, we slC!pt in an empty 
government dispensary, still in existence but without 
medicines or equipment, where the ever friendly and 
helpful Congolese had given us permission to put up our 
camp beds and cook our dinner. When we got up at 
dawn we were horrified to see the filthy. stained walls 
and floor of the room; the light of a candle the night 
before had not revealed its true condition - fortunate
ly. for us, for the idea of the sick patients that had been 
treated and probably died in it was far from reassur
ing! 

For the second night the customs official at Ndu (the 
Congo frontier) allowed us to use the abandoned Immi
gration Office, the active one having been moved over 
thirty-five miles inland. We wuuld have gone right by it 
had not a missionary warned us where it was t What one 
must remember is that there are no places to stay; 
every hut, however hospitable its owner may be, is 
crowded with people all over the floor. The single-track 
roads are so narrow one cannot draw the car off the 
road to park, as the jungle forms a thick, impenetrable 
wal1 on either side. There was no place in the fully 
loaded car for us to sleep. Oloro managed On some 
nights to stretch out on the front seat, but that was the 
only possibility; so we had to find shelter. 

After we had unpacked our equipment and cooked 
our dinner, we invited the exceedingly nice customs 
official to have coffee with us. He, and the corporal in 
charge of the handful of soldiers stationed on the 
frontier sat and chatted with us. We not only told them 
a great 'deal about the Baha'i Faith, but we gained still 
further insi~ht. into the miserable conditions prevailing 

Baha'is oj Gassi, outside Fort Lamy, FebT1l.a!'y 2. A 
new SpiTitual Assembly is being' formed thtS year, 
and the jriends are buHding' their local center_ 

Ba1ui', group Of Djari, near Fort Lamy. FebnWT1J 1. 
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in this part of the Congo, where such men are never 
relieved, rarely paid, no one visits them to inspect or to 
hear their problems: but in spite of this they perform 
their duties, slight as they are, with cheerful good will, 
an example more people in the world would do well to 
follow. We learned that the frontier - the main road 
between the two countries for hundreds of miles - had 
been closed for many months to everyone but the very 
occasional international tourist because of the political 
situation. 

The next day. January 13, was the first day of a new 
entente between their respective presidents, and it 
seemed an auspicious one for Rli:Q.iyyih Khanum's Afri
can safari to cross over - but noh without a five-hour 
delay while she and I went over by dugout canoe; 
borrowed a twelve-volt battery from a friendly Baptist 
missionary two miles out of town; brought it back: 
found its charge, in conjunction with the Land Rover's. 
was too weak to spark the ferry motor; returned the 
same way by boat and on foot; were again driven 
around by a friendly customs official in the car we had 
paid for petrol for, and, after long delay, succeeded in 
borrowing another battery from a truck: and finally got 
across the river_ From then on we never faced the 
same difficulties. 

A Baha'i school 1ntl3tl?1' and his family at Fa.rrey. 
Niger, FebrUGTlI 19. 

A meeting in the vHlage 01 Gaf>agura, on the outskirts 
of N iamell. Nig'er, Fe f>ruaTY 14. 
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We Leave the Forest 

As we drove northwest towards Bangui t we left, with 
sad hearts, the beautiful forest behind us. For eleven 
days we had traversed its heart. It is one of the greatest 
belts of jungle in the whole world. And as each day 
passed, the air became hotter and drier as we entered 
the great savannas south of the Sahara desert. Often 
the temperature was 112° Fahrenheit in the car, and we 
would arrive, at the end of an eight~ or ten-hour 
journey, caked with the fine dust of the roads: Oloro's 
and my black hair and eyebrows dyed red with it: the 
entire contents of the car silted over with it; our lungs 
so coated with it that even ten days in a large town was 
not sufficient to clear them of it, and we still coughed 
up traces of dust! 

We found the Central African Republic much more 
prospe-rous in every respect, and the progress being 
made in all fields was obvious. However, we missed the 
wonderful, friendly, spiritually receptive people of the 
Congo very much, and we long to go back there. The 
first night we spent with a dear Swiss family of Penta
costal missionaries. They took uS into their home with 
great kindness when they found us at their door in the 
dark asking for a place where we could just put up OUr 
beds under cover. 

The following evening we arrived in Bangui, the 
capital of the Central African Republic. There are two 
pioneer families in this town; one of them from the far
off island of Haiti in the Western Hemisphere. Both are 
devoted and very active, and the results of their ser
vices are clearly seen in the firm and active communi
ties they have established. 

We stayed ten days in Bangui, and were able to meet 
the friends there a number of times as well as to visit 
several Baha'i communities in the neighboring vil
lages. In Tete Source, Ounngo, and Kolongo, Amatu'l
Baha met many of the Baha'is, addressing them in 
French and answering their questions. One morning, to 
her delight, she was taken to a village where there are 
some Pygmies the pioneers hope to teach: men, wom
en, and many children came to hear the message of 
Bahil'u'l1ah. Ru1)iyyih Kh~l.llum's talk had to be trans
lated into the local language, and as the power of 
concentration of these people is not very strong, she 
could not speak more than a little at a time, The 
important lesson that Amatu'l-Baha taught uS all was 
her deep insight in singling out one older woman from 
amongst all the people present. She saw the intelligence 
and the capacity for leadership in this woman, and she 
directed her talk to her; telling the pioneers that if they 
wanted to establish the Cause there, they should teach 
her first, and through her teach the others. 

These Pygmies are very poor and terribly neglected; 
you could see hardly a child who was free from some 
kind of infection or open wounds. A little girl of seven 
or eight particularly caught RuiJiyyih Khanum's atten
tion, as her toes were almost eaten off by the awful 
affliction caused by jiggers, a fly that lays its egg under 
the skin, When these eggs hatch, if the larvae (grubs) 
are not removed from under the skin, open sores and 
infection develop. Most Africans know how to do this 
very well, but in the unhygienic conditions these Pyg
mies live in the infection literally eats the ftesh raw 
and further infections develop. This child was ob-

. .- ............... ....... 
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In this a!!-Muslim village ot Tondibia, nea1' Niamey, 
the chief and some of his people have accepted 
Baha'u'nah. We visited them on the Muslim Feast of 
Sacrifice, February 17. 

viously in great pain. and Amatu'l-Baha was so moved 
by this that she told the older woman we would come 
back with medicine in a few days to treat her. When 
one of the pioneers and I returned with the medicine, 
we found that RuJ:1iyyih Khfmum's insight was very 
true. This older Pygmy woman proved to be depend
able and kindhearted and took the responsibility of this 
poor orphan child upon herself. promising to go on 
treating her toes with the medicine. 

The teaching possibilities in these countries are very 
great; but when one travels by car one comes to 
appreciate the hardships and difficulties involved, the 
vast distances to be covered, the constant barrier of 
different languages necessitating a proper translator, 
who is more than likely not available. When one adds to 
this that many of the pioneers have jobs, one gets a 
slight idea of how very great are the victories being 
won in these remote and difficult countries by these 
dedicated and selfless souls who have arisen to serve 
Baha'u'JIah and plant His Banner among the peoples of 
aJl nations. 

When we arrived in Fort Lamy, the capital of Chad, 
the second night after leaving Bangui, we felt as if we 
carried with us half the dust of the desert. Ten hours of 
driving, day after day, through the heat and the dust is 
extremely exhausting. The bush, consisting mostly of 
grass and small shrubs, is constantly being burned off. 
which turns the wilderness into miles and miles of 
smoking fields. It seemed very symbolic that it was 
on1y in the blackened, ash-strewn ground that a fra
grant, delicate, yellow flower grew, with a very short 
stem and no leaves - it seemed to push itself up right 
after the flames had passed. 

In Fort Lamy we were constantly with the three 
Baha'i pioneers. visiting the many believers in different 
areas of the town as well as several nearby villages, 
Our visit coincided with the very gay and eloborate 
celebration of the tenth anniversary of Chad's indepen
dence. For a whole week tribesmen from an parts of 
the country, decked out in their beautiful costumes, 
often mounted on horses and camels equally colorful in 
their rich harnesses, were to be seen in the streets, 
while men and women sang and danced everywhere. 
Ten heads of State iram the neighboring countries 
attended this celebration. While this was for us a 
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unique experience, very beautiful and interesting to 
see, it distracted the people from any serious interest in 
religious meetings and discussions! However, through 
the devoted services of the pioneers in Fort Lamy, the 
Cause is progressing very rapidly in Chad. I am Sure 
greater victories will be achieved as the result of 
Amatu'l-Baha's two weeks' visit in that country. 

In Fort Lamy we parted, with regret, from our dear 
brother and traveling companion, Oloro, who had to 
return to Uganda. The five weeks we had been together. 
under such difficult circumstances, left us all with a 
never-to-be-forgotten memory of companionship in the 
service of the Faith, and with an even deeper friend
ship than before. 

A Frontier Confrontation 

We were a little hesitant about starting out on the 
next lap of our journey all alone - over 2000 miles, 
passing through the Cameroons and Nigeria to visit the 
Baha'is in Niger, Dahomey, and Togo before leaving 
the Land Rover in Accra, Ghana. However, after see
ing that no danger threatened us from the Africans, 
who, far from ever being vicious and dangerous. as are 
so many people today in the more "civilized" regions of 
the world. are decent, friendly, helpful, and honest, we 
decided that, as the countries ahead of us had no rebel 
activity or bandits, we could risk going on by ourselves. 

Although we had the most dangerous and exciting 
incident of OUr trip the first day we started out alone, 
nevertheless it was providential that we had no man 
with us. particularly an African. In order to understand 
what happened, one must realize that in this area of 
Africa the frontiers are so poorly marked. that no hu
man being can recognize one. There are no signs say
ing, "You are now leaving the Congo," or "Welcome 
to the Cameroons," Of even "Frontier - halt." In 
theory, there is a wooden pole across the road and, pre~ 
sum ably, somewhere near it a customs, an immigration. 
and a police check post; but, in fact, there are no signs 
to indicate any such thing is about, the road is the same 
dusty track, and the bar, more often than not, is up. 

To understand the difficulties of the traveler, one 
must remember that all through these states, in many 
places on many roads, there are such barriers, which 
are either to check the big trucks going through the 
country or afe what they call "rain barriers." When the 
rains are heavy and the roads flooded - often for a 
hundred-mile stretch - these poles bar the way to 
protect the unwary motorist from going forward into a 
swamp or from just sinking down hopelessly into the 
lakes formed by floods. One gets used to them, and 
there is always a well-worn track passing beside them. 
One is waved on, so as not to waste time in a line of 
trucks being checked, or everyone just ignores the rain 
barrier because it is the dry season and the pole is still 
down. Having done this dozens of times through the 
Central African Republic and Chad, we were use to it. 

We checked into the Cameroons, and the guard at the 
frontier told us to be sure to cheCk out at a place called 
Fotokol: as we were only traversjng the narrow top of 
the Cameroons to reach Nigeria, we knew it could not 
be too many hours' drive away. Over and over again, 
when our mileage indicated we must be getting there, 
we stopped, and RUQ.iyyih Khanum would ask in 

His Excellency Di,o,'i Hamani, PTesident of Niger, 
and Amalu'l-Baha, at h.is residence, February 15. 

1l 

French, "Where is Fotokol?" We were always moved 
ahead up the road. After some time we came to a car 
driving towards us on what, to him. would be the left 
side of the road; in other words, we were both on the 
same side of the road. Ru.}:liyyih Khanum said, "That 
man can have an accident; he does not remember he is 
in the Cameroons and should keep to the right! n She 
drove on. and a number of cars kept coming at us on 
our side of the road; so she changed over to the left side 
too. I vouchsafed the explanation that this must be the 
British Cameroons and that they still kept to the left. 
We went on and on; the road was terrible, full of holes 
and loose dust: the heat was terrible too, and as 
Ru.:Q.iyyih Khimum had been driving since morning she 
asked me to take the wheel. We jogged along about 
thirty-five miles an hour, getting more and more puz
zled as to where the frontier and Fotokol could be. I will 
let her describe in her own words what happened to us: 

"Suddenly a police Land Rover pickup came racing 
alongside, simply bristling, through every crack in the 
canvas, with men's hands holding guns. I told Violette 
to quickly get on the side and stop. The Land Rover 
passed us in the best Hollywood Western tradition, with 
a great skid and a cloud of dust, barricading the road 
in front of us; and armed men poured out, their rifles 
trained on us, and began to approach. I realized that 
something was very wrong indeed and hastened to get 
out and walk towards the man who appeared to be in 
charge, and slightly older than the rest. He was a 
policeman and very furious, fairly spluttering with 
rage. He asked me what I thought I waS doing; how 
dared we break the laws of Nigeria, enter the country 
by force, not stop at the frontier, or check with anyone 
at all! I wa::. very surprised and explained we were 
looking for Fotokol, the Cameroon frontier; that we had 
no idea we were in Nigeria, had had no intention of 
breaking into the country, had seen no signs, no check 
posts, no guards, nothing! He continued to bawl me out, 
and the three policemen and four young soldiers in 
army uniform trained their rifles on me, and some went 
ahead and ordered Violette out of the car at the point 
of their guns. It was all very tense; we were excited 
and confused. As I spoke to the officer I looked down 
and saw he had a revolver about five inches away from 
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The pioneers oj NigeT with Ruftiyyih Khdnum in the Niamey 
Museum garden. Four of the five children who accompanied 
them aTe shown with. their parents, 

my heart. It could have been very dangerous if this 
man had not been a British-trained - a well-trained -
police officer. 

"He used his head! Gradually he began to listen to 
my explanations, sized us up as a couple of probably 
very foolish women, and with some sharp orders got the 
younger men to stand back. He said we would have to 
go back to the check post and be investigated. I said I 
not only had to do that; I had to go back to the 
Cameroons and check us and my car papers Ollt of that 
country_ I said some of his men should come in front 
with us (as if we were not really under arrest, as if he 
had any intention of letting us drive alone!)_ First one 
policeman got in and then another, but he caned them 
out and put a soldier in instead, next to Violette, who 
sat in the middle_ The soldier boy looked as if he might 
be seventeen: he had some trouble getting his long rifle 
in, and I found the muzzle about an inch from my nose; 
I suggested he rest it on the floor between his legs, 
which he obediently did_ Because of this mishap, and 
because it was getting on towards sunset, I was worried 
over where we wou1n sleep. So I drove about fifty miles 
an hour back to the town that had the honor of being 
the frontier. It was rough going, and to our consterna
tion our young solider informed us we were thirty~five 
mi1es inside Nigeria. Gradually the boy relaxed and 
answered a few questions, and I realized he had been 
very frightened_ 

Live Ammunition 

"I could not understand why it had taken them thirty
five miles and about one hour to catch up with us 
because j of course, they could easily go at least fifty 
miles an hour (as I was now doing)_ But when we got 
back to the police and immigration post - a building 
like any other, off the road inside a courtyard and a 
fence - the first thing the officer did was to have 
everyone unload their guns and revolvers, and he 
counted aU the ammunition. He also unloaded his own 
revolver. Then I realized the delay had been due to 
organizing this great expedition to capture the dan
gerous people who had broken into the country; the 
necessity to issue ammunition, pick up soldiers as well 
as police, and no doubt decide what to do to meet this 
unprecedented emergency. Violette was amused to see 
two pairs of handcuffs also turned in ~ 

"For security reasons they searched every single 
thing in the car; an interminable process which must 
have been a liberal education to the many bystanders 
as to what two women tourists considered necessary for 
a safari, including many African baskets, jars, and 
mats! At one point one of the men thought he had really 
caught us red-handed. He asked Violette what we were 
doing with a surveying instrument. 'What surveying 
instrument? j she asked, puzzled. He then pointed to 
our huge jack, and she had some trouble convincing 
him what it was and why we needed one that size_ 

UFinally, it was all over, amicably, and with one of 
the policemen telling us he 'pitied' us_ Well he might! 
And they let us go back to the Cameroon frontier where 
the various officials, although they had closed their 
offices for the night and gone home, came back and 
checked us Qut, not only with courtesy but with kindly 
commiseration for our troubles! 

"As we went back over the river bridge that separ
ates the two countries, we put the strong headlights on 
a large green sign by the roadside; barely legible, like 
ghost writing, was the word, 'Nigeria'; in the daylight 
it had been completely invisible. We called this to the 
attention of the various offiCials, who then checked us 
into Nigeria, and they all freely admitted there was no 
sign stating one had entered the country _ In addition to 
this, the pole barrier on the other end of the bridge had 
been up as We went through the first time_ There was no 
pole on the Cameroon side! We had been very lucky 
indeed, as one police officer pointed out, that it was the 
police, with the military, who had come after us. 
Otherwise it might have ended very differently_ After 
all, they had just finished a civil war of many years' 
duration. 

"Long after dark we started to retrace our way on 
that fateful road where 'Fotokol,' we had been re
peatedly assured, was just ahead. We stopped, shaken 
and exhausted, and made ourselves some strong tea. Jt 
was then we realized that, under such circumstances, a 
strange African from another country accompanying- u.'; 
could have made the situation much worse, and Oloro 
might have been in real danger." 

All the details of this incident (and the two following 
nights and days when we stopped over in Kana) cannot 
be included here_ We hope, however, when we go back 
to Nigeria, on our return to continue our safari in 

IT 
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Teaching Institute, Agoue. Dahomey, FebTuary 22, 

Africa, that we will have a happier impression than the 
last time. 

Niger, and Pioneers 

Niger was the next country on our Jist, a vast and 
arid land, with its northern part on the edge of the 
Sahara desert. We were there during the cooler season, 
and yet it was often above 105 0 F. in the shade. It took 
us two days to reach Niamey, the capital of Niger, from 
Kana, There are two Persian pioneer families who have 
lived in Niger about five years. The story of these 
devoted souls is so moving that I think it can be of great 
encouragement to other pioneers. 

Two housewives from Tihrcin, with the encourage
ment and approval of their husbands, left Persia for 
Niger. The men were to fal1aw them shortly, as 
soon as they disposed of various business matters. 
These women had five children between them, ranging 
from two years old to ten years old, They could speak 
no French and were not well informed about Africa. 
Within a week of their arrival everyone of them was ill 
with malaria, and three weeks later the oldest child of 
one of them, a boy of five, died from a severe case of 
cerebral malaria. This terrible shock, far from driving 
them from the pioneer field, strengthened their resolu
tion to remain at their post and teach the Cause of 
Baha'u'llah. The mother of this child, a young woman 
in her early thirties, when Amatu'l-Baha visited the 
grave of their beloved child, said \, .... ith a radiant face, 
"We hope and pray that Baha'u'lhih may accept our 
offering for Niger and enable us to remain here and 
serve. " 

The husbands, who joined their families soon after 
this tragedy, were unable until recently to obtain any 
kind of employment, and these two courageous women 
kept their families in the field by earning their living 
through dressmaking, which has now become their 
profession. During Amatu'l-Baha's one-week stay in 

Niamey, the Cause was befittingly proclaimed far and 
wide. She waS received by His Excellency Diori Ha
mani, the President of the Republic, and had a very 
cordial and friendly discussion with him for over 
twenty minutes. This President is one of Africa's out~ 
standing leaders, very much loved by his people and 
respected abroad. 

RuJ;liyyih Khanum also had a long and animated 
interview with the representative of Radio Niger, which 
was later broadcast in fulL The pioneers wrote me that 
when they saw this man to request him to give them a 
copy of the tape he said, "There was one question I 
forgot to ask Madame Rabbani, How does one become 
a Baha'i?" He is now studying the Faith. 

In a public meeting, attended by over seventy people 
(despite the fact that it was On the eve of a very 
Jmportant Muslim Feast), the entire talk by RUQiyyih 
Khanum, in French, was recorded by Radio Niger to be 
broadcast later on. Niger is primarily a Muslim COun
try. and both the teaching work and the response of the 
people is different from neighboring countries. We were 
deeply impressed by the depth of the new believers and 
their knowledge of the Faith. The people are receptive, 
and the future appears very bright. The visit of 
Amatu'l-Baha will no doubt open a new chapter in the 
unfoldment of the Faith in that country. 

On our way to Dahomey we made a special point of 
visiting the Baha'is in Dossa, 140 kilometers from 
Niamey. The dear pioneers accompanied us this far, 
and we said good-by with regret at parting. Rul)iyyih 
Khimum said she firmly believes one reason the Cause 
is progressing so well there is because of the complete 
love and unity between these two 1amilies. 

In spite of the terrible heat, we went out of our way to 
call on an isolated but devoted believer, who is the 
headmaster of a government school in a small village, I 
shall never forget this man's face when he realized 
who Rul).iyyih Khanum was. His face lit up; he got up 
and came over. and once again shook hands with her 

A meeting in Dohoua, FebTUary 23; the 'first t.'iHage where the 
Fatth was taught in Dahomey. 
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A Baha'i meeting, Porto Novo, Dahomey. Februa1'l1 24, 

with such joy and pride! These jewels of Baha'u'llah, 
hidden away in such remote places, are to me a never· 
ending revelation of the greatness of this Cause. Often I 
have heard Rul;1iyyih Khanum say that the reason she 
undertakes such trips as this is to be able to reach these 
dear Baha'is who live so far away from the capital 
cities, where most of the visitors tend to go~ and to 
encourage them and giVe them her love. 

Dahomey, and Pioneers 

The next country in Amatu'l-Baha's program was the 
RepUblic of Dahomey, This is to be the seat of the new 
Regional National Spiritual Assembly of Niger, Da
homey. and Togo. The dear Haitian pioneer family, 
who have been teaching the Faith in this country for 
the last five years, have laid a firm foundation. A 
pioneer from France had recently joined them, and 
there was much activity in preparing the way for the 
Con ven tion soon to be held in Cotonou. 

A one-day deepening and teaching conference at the 
village of Agoue was attended by over thirty adults, 
and many more children. Amatu'l~Baha was happy it 
coincided with her visit and that she could take part. In 
the course of the meeting, many different aspects of the 
Faith were taught. 

The Baha'is of the village of Dohoua, not far from 
Port Novo, organized a speCial meeting for Ru:Q,iyyih 
Khanum. This is the first village in Dahomey where the 
Cause of Baha 'u'llah was accepted. They have a very 
active local Spiritual Assembly, are building their own 
Baha'i Center, and regularly send contributions to the 
National Fund. In addition to this, their Assembly is 
paying the school fees of a young believer whose family 
has no means of educating him. He is a very devoted 
believer, and not only helps others to read and write 
but acts as translator in the Baha'i meetings. What 
impressed us more than anything else in this village 
was the number of active Baha'i women; Amutu'I~Baha 
especially praised their services, and told them the 
words of jAbdu'l-Baha about the station of women, and 
that the first and the most important educator of man is 
the mother. She said an enlightened, honest, God
fearing mother will bring up enlightened, honest, Gad
fearing children who will, in turn, influence society. 

Amatu'l-Baha also met with the believers of Porto 
Novo and Catonou in their respective Baha'i Centers. 
These were both very stimulating meetings, and Ru!:tiy
yih Khanum enjoyed answering their remarkably deep 
and penetrating questions. Indeed, in Niger, Dahomey, 
and Togo many young men who are new believers 

asked questions of a nature that greatly impressed us. 
Amatu'I .. Baha said she could not remember ever hav
ing had more interesting and stimulating discussions in 
any meetings, anywhere. 

High Entertainment 

In the small fishing village of Hiye over a hundred 
people, Baha'is and friends, received Amatu'I~Baha 
with great warmth, and entertained her with a very 
special exhibition of dancing and acrobatics. The Ba
ha'is have erected a small center, where Ru:Q,iyyih 
Khanum spoke to them. The Chief and local dignitaries 
also attended the meeting, which lasted about an hour. 
Mterwards, we were invited to move to an open space 
by the wall of the village where the entertainment took 
place. A narrow wood pole, about 10 meters high, had 
been erected in the sand; the village orchestra played 
very exciting music on drums, and three young Baha'i 
men, dressed as women, danced. The highlight of the 
entertainment was when one of these young men climbed 
up the pole - to the dramatic beat of the drums
and for more than twenty minutes exhibited his skill as 
an acrobat, finally balancing on the top of the pole on 
his stomach and waving his arms and legs in the air. 
The atmosphere of excitement and suspense was sus
tained and augmented most skillfully by the orchestra, 
and all of the spectators held their breath during the 
more dangerous movements of the acrobat. Rul),iyyih 
Khanum enjoyed the performance very much, and was 
deeply touched by a song the villagers had composed in 
her honor in which they referred to her as "Holy 
Mother:· 

During the four days we spent in Togo, Amatu'l-Baha 
was able to see some of the Baha'is in the capital, 
Lome, and also to hold meetings in the villages of 
Ahepe, Dzafi, and Zowla. In Zowla, where a one-day 
teaching conference had previously been scheduled to 
take p1ace, we were especially impressed by the quality 
of the Baha'is. They were mostly middle-aged men of 
deep understanding, firm and devoted believers. The 
two American pioneer ladies in Togo are very active in 
serving the Faith, and results of their efforts are 
becoming increaSingly manifest. A half-hour radio in~ 
terview on the national station was arranged, in which 
Amatu'l-Baha was able to fully expound the tenets of 
our Faith. This was all in FrenCh, which RUl),iyyih 
Khanum finds more of a strain than interviews in 
English. Indeed, by the end of our two months spent in 
French~speaking territories, she was worn out; not 
from physical hardships of this 6000 miles overland 
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trip, but from mental fatigue after giving so many 
talks, mostly in a language which, although she speaks 
it fluently, she says she feels requires so much more 
effort and concentration on her part than when she can 
talk in her own language. 

After 12,000 Miles -

On March 2 we arrived in Accra and drove up to the 
beautiful National Baha'i Headquarters, which had 
been recently purchased and redecorated - one of the 
nicest and most spacious we have seen in Africa - and 
were greeted with a warm welcome by the young 
American man who is one of the pioneers at present 
residing in Ghana. Although Rul).iyyih Khanum gave 
three lectures and a television interview over the na~ 
tional station, this was not her formal visit to Ghana: 
that will take place when we return from the Western 
Hemisphere in the autumn, pick up the Land Rover, 
and finish the West African part of our safari. 

Looking at the map of the gigantic continent of 
Africa, I realize that so far our journey has covered 

A Bah!i'i Center meeting. Cotonou. Dahomey. February 25. 

The meeting in the local Baha'i Center in the fi,sh.erman'a vi!
!age of Hiye, Dahomey, FeoMUl.'J1I 26, 

A BaM'of meeting in the viHage of Ahepe. Togo, February 28. 

II 

perhaps a quarter of the distance we intend to travel
yet already we have 12,000 miles behind us, for two
thirds of which RuJ:tlyyih Khanum herself has driven 
her car, The chal1enge presented by Africa, which 
attracted men such as Livingston and Stanley a cen
tury ago, is still there, only in a new form. Its many 
new nations, deve10ping at an astonishing rate, should 
receive, at this critical stage in their progress, the glad 
tidings of the Revelation of Baha'u'IHth. Its youth, 
awaking to the new age they are living in, need to have 
the divine civilization of this world-redeeming Faith 
brought to them before they become engulfed in the 
materialism and godlessness of a dying order. More 
and more pioneers and traveling teachers are urgently 
needed to follow in the footsteps of our beloved Amatu'l
Baha. If she can do it, surely they can do it too! 

Panama City 
April 9, 1970 

- VIOLETTE NAKH.JAvANt 

Th.e Baha'i chief 0/ the village of Hiye, with Amatu'I-BaM and 
Violette Naknjavani. 

Some oj the believer8 attending the Teaching Institute in 
Zowla. Togo. Mart:!h 1. 
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Vietnam 
Two Thousand Attend 
Naw-Ruz Celebration 

JUNE 1970 

A Naw-Ruz gathering on March 22 of two thousand believers in the city of Pleiku, for the celebration of the new 
year, climaxed the tremendous enrollment of more than 15,000 during the months of February and March. A major 
portion of the enrollments was from the Mountagnard race, the ethnic minority of Vietnam. The gathering testi
fies to the rising power of the Cause of Baha'u'lhih to unite the people from historically antagonistic backgrounds, 
The photos shown here are of friends from various communities in the Province of Pleiku. One photo (with table) 
shows the National Spiritual Assembly's vice-chairman and treasurer welcoming the friends; while another shows 
the chairman of the Teaching Committee for zone Vinh Quang (Glory) speaking into a "mike". His speech was 
translated into the Mountagnard dialect. 

r 
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Panama Temple Progress Report 
An April 8 report from the National Spiritual Assem

bly of Panama indicates that all concrete and backfill 
operations below ground level were completed March 
25. Concrete for the far ends of the wing walls, to final 
elevation. was to be completed by April 22. 

Work is progressing satisfactorily on the construction 
of the forms for the dome ribs. This is time-consuming 
work because of the difficult angles and curves which 
must be maintained to a very high degree of accuracy, 
The reinforcing steel for these ribs is being shaped and 
fabricated so that they will be at hand when the forms 
are ready. The plan is to start pouring parts of the first 
set of ribs near the end of April. Construction and 
placing of forms for the balcony floor will begin at the 
middle of April. 

It appears that a IlShotcrete" system will be used in 
making the concrete dome; and the necessary ma
chinery and equipment for this work has been pur
chased by the contractors. Care is being taken that the 
aggregates available in Panama are suitable for this 
most critical operation. 

Careful consideration is being given to lighting fix
tures for both exterior and interior illumination, with 
drawings and information having been sent to the 
States to engineering departments of several large 
manufacturers who have shown an interest in this 
project. 

The accompanying pictures show the tremendous 
complexity of placing the reinforcing rods and bracing 
their surrounding forms before the concrete is poured. 

One of the wing walls with 1'ein/oTCement in place, showing 
geometric pattern. 

Constructing fOTms fOT dome ribs. 

A crane Ufts t!ouckets of concTete for pouring into 
fOTms. 

Wing walt section ready faT putting on outside forms. 

Finishing re"inforcement Jor one wing wall. 
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Naw-Ruz gathering of Baha'is of Esme-raldas, E'cuado.,., 

Ecuador 
Wins Thousands 
for Bahi'u'liah 
[The following, reported (in part) to the United States 
Baha'is in the National Baha'i Review for April on behalf of 
the U.S, International Goals Committee, is reported here as 
foHow-up to the article in Baha'i News, December 1969, as 
an indication of the tremendous achievements of traveling 
teachers in Ecuador following the mobilization for teaching 
after last August's conference in Quito.] 

In the 16th Century, a slave ship en route to Peru 
from Africa was wrecked by a storm and spilled its 
human cargo into the Sea off the coast of what is now 
Esmeraldas, Ecuador. These people had been marked 
for a lifetime of slavery, but they escaped into the 
coastal jungles and established their own villages in the 
new world. 

They often maintained their customs and way of life 
from Africa, but they adopted a dialect of Spanish as 
their language when they stayed in their own groups. In 
varying degrees they became integrated socially and 
genetically with the Latins who lived in the cities. 

Quito Accepts Goal 
Jose Lucas, who had been a Christian from child

hood, learned of the Faith from Dorothy Campbell in 

Otavalo, Ecuador. Dorothy is a veteran pioneer in Latin 
America, is now a member of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Ecuador. Sr. Lucas began teaching the 
Faith immediately, although his enrollment came 
about a year and a half later. In the meantime he 
returned to his home in Esmeraldas and tried to teach 
the Faith. Finally a Quito believer, Gabriel Jijon, 
visited him and found an enthusiastic group of in
quirers. A few of Latin descent were enrolled. Then the 
Spiritual Assembly of Quito took on Esmeraldas as its 
goal city; then began a series of visits by other Baha'is. 
It was with the purer African type in Esmeraldas and 
surrounding villages that mass conversion was attempt
ed and found to be successful. 

It was a delightfully easy experience finding waiting 
souls walking along the narrow mud lane of HEl Pam
pon," a barrio, that first Saturday morning. The first 
enrollment was that of a tall, dignified, white-haired 
gentleman, and this was closely followed by a houseful 
of about eleven that Dr. Laverne Johnson and Jerry 
Bagley had gathered together. 

The traveling teachers returned on Sunday evening, 
announced a street meeting from house to house, col
lected about fifty adults and youth, and as many 
children, taught them to sing HO God, guide me, 
protect me, illumine the lamp of my heart and make 
me a brilliant star .... " There were many enrollments. 

March 28. New betieveTs in fTont of schoolh.ouse' used for JJTocl.a.tnation and teaelling at 
Las PiedraS', Ecuador, with teachers. Bruce Suttles, pioneef' from United StateB, fifth from 
left at reaT. 
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Then Same and Muisne 

Then came the village of Same, following up on an 
introduction a weekend previous by Fausto Maldonado, 
a visiting teacher from Quito. A few weekends later, 
another teaching group achieved practically a COm
plete enrollment of this village. 

Later, teachers visited the village of Muisne, travel. 
ing by car and canoe, sometimes having to wade the 
river and push to reach the village. Dr. Johnson lost his 
shoes; everyone had a hilarious time; and enough 
enrollments were achieved to form a local spiritual 
assembly. 

These were the beginnings; and they were followed 
by hundreds of enrollments in another barrio called 
"La Isla de Pied ad" (the Island of Piety) and in "EI 
Pampon," both in Esmeraldas. 

The news of the enrollment of Negro believers soon 
reached the mOWltain areas of Ecuador where the 
population is dominantly of the Indian race, but where, 
to the north, there are a few cities to which the 
descendants of the survivors of that slave ship have 
migrated. Rufino Gualavisi, Indigenous member of the 

Teaching new believers ;n La.s Piedras village. 

Editorial Staff Change 
After nineteen years of service on the editorial staff 

of Baha'i News, Mrs. Eunice Braun has asked that she 
be relieved of this "extra'! duty. Initially appointed in 
1951, Mrs. Braun shortly thereafter became managing 
editor; later t she was designated as the international 
news editor. 

In her letter to the National Spiritual Assembly. Mrs. 
Braun commented, "The work of Baha'i News has al· 
ways been very close to my heart .... " She has spoken 
often of the close relationship afforded during her ed. 
i torshlp with those who, on becom ing pioneers in other 
countries during the Ten Year Crusade and the Nine 
Year Plan, later became official correspondents for 
their National Spiritual Assemblies. Many correspond
ents have maintained a friendly, heartwarming cor
respondence with her in making their reports. 

For the time being, the official correspondents may 
address their reports to Baha'i News Editorial Com· 
mittee, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091. 

" 
National Spiritual Assembly, and Lauro Celleri, resi. 
dent national pioneer, found over thirty new believers 
in Ibarra, capital city of the Province of Imbabura. 
Later, farther north, in an area called Chota where the 
villagers are of African descent, another 150 believers 
were enrOlled, opening up an entirely new area to the 
Faith. 

A few of these believers attended the First District 
Convention of the year, held in Otavalo at the recently 
purchased National Institute, and one of these believers 
was elected a delegate to the National Convention. 
Newly enrolled believers attending the Fourth District 
Convention in Esmeraldas were also elected as dele
gates. These delegates will be jOined by delegates of 
Indian and Spanish descent elected at the Fifth District 
Convention, held in the Institute in Otavalo. and from 
the Second and Third District Conventions, held in 
Riobamba and Cuenca. 

2000 

The report from Ecuador is headlined: 2000 believers 
of African descent enrolled. 

Vi-r"inia. Cabeza makes a point at Las Piedras, while Bruce 
Suttles listens. 

Norway 
The Winter School in Svolvaer, above the Arctic 

Circle, was an attempt to help those who, because of 
the great distance, have not been able to attend a 
school session. There Were over twenty present, and it 
was gratifying to hear of the enthusiasm over the 
courses and over a successful public meeting addressed 
by one of the Norwegian youth. Two of the youth were 
invited to speak to the students at the high school. It 
was possible to be as a large family at the School, and 
the bonds of love and affection strengthened to an 
extent that the Northern Island must be affected by it. 

Jazz musician "Dizzy" Gillespie visited Oslo in 
March. In an interview with a journalist from Norway's 
largest newspaper, Gillespie spoke freely of the Faith. 

Norway's Convention will be held May 1 and 2, with a 
teaching conference on May 3. 
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Intercalary Day picnic, February 29, San Salvador, 

EL 
SALVADOR 

The San Salvador Baha'i Community Intercalary 
Days activities included a party for a children's hos
pital ward; a costume party. which attracted many in
terested youth, at the home of pioneers Jeanne and Tim 
Farrand; and a Sunday outing for nearly one hundred 
at a beautiful park (see photo above) some distance 
from San Salvador. Jan Dreyer and Naomi Knoppow 
prepared the food ahead of time, and Tim Farrand and 
Marvin Dreyer rigged up a grill for the warm-up. 
Baha'i love and unity prevailed throughout the events. Intercalary -p4Ttll, San Salvador, FebTUaTli 21.' 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Germany Switzerland Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Austria, and northern Italy. 
Luxembourg Austria The Baha'i Publishing Trust in Frankfurt is very 

active, striving to fill the need for Baha'i books in 
Successful Teaching Conference German. An improved edition of Gleanings has been 

printed; and a supplementary prayer book and Nabil's 
narrative, The Dawn-Breakers, will soon be available. 
Financing of the latter book has been made possible by 
special contributions from the friends. 

Some one hWldred and fifty Baha'is met in Stuttgart
Bad Cannstatt on February 14-15 for consultation on 
achieving goals of the Nine Year Plan and to hear 
reports of accomplishments. Stress was placed on the 
need for mutual help among the four German-speaking 
nations represented at the conference, as well as for 
cooperation with other countries. "The great hope in all 
countries is the youth. Where youth are active, the Nine 
Year Plan can be. . fulfilled ... (and) non-Baha'is 
are very fond of visiting the winter schools of Baha'i 
youth. They become, in some way, representatives of 
a new culture." 

"Dawn .. Breakers·' 

The gathering heard of successful Baha'i Weeks in 
many German towns, such as, Marburg, Nuernberg, 
Wiesbaden, Lubeck, Augsburg, and Ulm. But the most 
important event was the establishment of two groups-
4'Dawn-Breakers" - with sixty Baha'is ready to parti~ 
cipate, to tour all over Europe: England, Holland, 
Belgium, Luxembourg, eastern France, Germany, 

Among those addressing the conference: Miss Anne
Hese Bopp welcomed the friends; Erik Blumenthal 
spoke on aspects of mutual assistance; Mrs. Anna 
Grossman talked about the need for living the Baha'i 
life every day, for making use of our liberty to pro
claim the Cause. Mrs. Ursula MUhlschlegel commented 
that life is a one way street, that occasions never come 
back, and that we should be strengthened by our daily 
prayers. 

:Mr. Rene Steiner's call for pioneer work points out 
that the principal way of teaching requires renuncia
tion of old customs and putting one's self under the 
protection of Baha'u'llah. His call, coupled with the 
enthusiasm generated by the consultation, bore fruit: 
there will be a pioneer for Zambia, three other pio
neers, twelve Bah.a'i teachers, sixteen new home cir
cles, and DM 10,000.00 for the House of Worship in 
Panama. 



" .... H ... ·I NEWS 

Stuttgart-Bad Cannstatt Teaching Conference, FebTuary 14-15. 

Bolivia 

Briefly. the Santa Cruz community has worked with 
its handful of faithful souls for years without seeing 
visible signs of progress. Then, to their jOy, twenty-four 
youth entered the Faith this March. With enthusiasm 
and dedication the youth are saying, "Before, we were 
lost; now we have found Baha'u'lhih!" and are con
stantly together studying the Teachings several times a 
week. They say they are preparing themselves to go 
into the "campo" to do Indian teaching. They have also 
set such goals as doubling their number 

The enrollment of youth in the cities of Bolivia is 
taking on a new impetus. 

International Briefs 
From Johannesburg, South Africa, comes word that a 

local magazine, PeTsonality~ recently printed an article 
about opera singer Norman Bailey. The article tells 
something about the Faith and identifies Mr. and Mrs. 
Sailey as members. 

From the National Baha'i News bul1etin committee 
for the Leeward, Windward and Virgin Islands: The 
island of Martinique, French West Indies, has its "first 
Saba'i family." 

Norway: Extracted from a cable to the Universal 
House of Justice. "LOVING GREETINGS JOY
OUS FIRST WINTERSCHOOL NORTH ARCTIC CIR
CLE ... " 
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Venezuela 

Two teaching projects evolved from a March week
end Caracas deepening conference sponsored by the 
Continental Board of Counsellors. In addition to special 
activities, singing, discussion, and films, the program 
included talks by Board of Counsellors member Donald 
Witzel, Auxiliary Board members Peter McLaren and 
Habib Rezvani, and National Spiritual Assembly mem
bers Weldon Woodard and Yolanda Rodriguez. 

Both teaching projects entered fields previously un
tried. The youth volunteered to make a trip to Bolivar, 
a state some twelve hours distant from where they Jive, 
for the express purpose of applying mass teaching 
techniques to the city of Puerto Ordaz. 

The day after the conference, the second project 
began when Mr. Rezvani, accompanied by members of 
the Caracas community I demonstrated the mass teach
ing techniques in one of the districts of that city. Within 
a week, two new believers were enrolled, and a third 
quickly followed. The first to declare, a woman, is 
already out teaching. 

Venezuela Deepening Conference, March. 1970. 

Music tOT the Venezuela Deepening Conference, March 
1970. 



Baha'is and frien.ds celebrating Naw-Ruz in Greater Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Child.,.en singing at Greater Cleveland's Naw-Ruz celebr4tion. 

South Carolina 
The Naw-Ruz conference sponsored by the Deep South 

Teaching Committee for the states of South Carolina, 
Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana brought 
forth a tremendous impetus for teaching in those five 
states. It is felt that maSs teaching and large-scale en
rollments will be the immediate result of this inspir
ing conference. 

An attentive audience at Frogmore, South Ca1'olina, Confer
ence. 

.. _, ............ ,-
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Ohio 
Naw-Ruz Celebration 

With the East Cleveland Spiritual As
sembly as sponsor, Baha'is and friends in 
the Greater Cleveland area (involving four 
Assemblies and two intercommunity groUp 
committees) gathered in downtown Cleve
land for a lively and varied program in cele
bration of Naw-Ruz 127. 

Meeting at 5 :30 p.m. on March 21, we 
were slightly overwhelmed, but pleased, 
when some two hundred and fifty were pres
ent. Following the dinner and a recitation of 
the Naw-Ruz prayer, about twenty-five chil
dren sang Baha'i songs, ending with, iiIf 
You're Happy and You Know It, Clap Your 
Hands. " The audience caught on and clapped 
as the children sang. 

Mr. Terrance Kramer of Euclid gave a 
short address on the meaning of Naw-Ritz, 
finishing his talk on the note that "A New 
World Is Comin' -Just Around the Bend." 
This is the title of a new song; the words of 
the song were passed out, and the friends all 
joined in singing it. 

A five-act talent Show, prepared by Mrs. 
Florence Kibby of Euclid, brought the eve
ning to a close. All were pleased that the 
happiest day of the Baha'i Year had been 
observed together with friends and children. 

Colorado 
The Pueblo COIDDlUDity haa been glvea gTOUDd anll a DIce 
buUdiDg, a fine two-level Administration Omce and Center. 
centraD.,. located :iD the city. about two hllDdred feet. from the 
Arkansas River and across from a lovely emaU park. 

The Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is of Pueblo, Colorado. 
achieved inC01"poraticm in January. Front TOW: Mary Burke, 
William C. Hud.son. Jack E. StiflleT. Jack L. Roath.; back TOW: 
Dr. W4tter O. Petersen 11'., vice-chairman. Mariette E. Peter
son, treasurer, Walter Tihonovich, chairman, Claudia PIJlmeU, 
secretary. In.:re.,.t, Elizabeth. TreaC1/. 
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61st National Convention 
WilmeHe, Illinois 
(A detailed report for the American Community of this Con
vention and its recommendations will appear in the July 
National Baha'i Review.) 

Most of the delegates arrived in time for the opening 
of this Convention on Thursday evening, April 30. One 
hundred and fifty-six of the possible 171 delegates regis
tered before the closing ceremonies on Sunday, May 3. 

Hand of the Cause of God John Robarts! addressing 
the meetings, stressed both prayer and the time in his
tory in which we now find ourselves. Recorded mes
sages from Hand of the Cause of God William Sears and 
the late Hand of the Cause of God Dorothy Baker em
phasized the need for fulfilling our goal responsibilities 
and achieving our spiritual destinies. Although the tape 
by Dorothy Baker had been recorded during the Ten 
Year Crusade effort, its message was still pertinent. 

Members of the Continental Board of Counsellors and 
Auxiliary Board gave valuable commentaries on the 
Faith's development and the need for unfaltering ef
fort and complete dedication in this Hterrifyingly ur· 
gent" Baha'i task of helping a distracted and distressed 
society find its way to unity. 

Some fifteen htmdred delegates and visitors heard 
strong appeals from the National Spiritual Assembly 
and its committees for a completion of our goals for 
the Nine Year Plan by Ri9van 1971. They were stirred 
to give serious consideration to the need for teaching 
"the waiting multitudes"; they were saddened by word 
that two Baha'i Persian students from Louisiana, striv
ing to reach the Convention, had been in a tragic auto
mobile accident, and that three other students had been 
injured in the same accident. 

The newly.elected Assembly met before the Conven
tion closed. Its members are: Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh, 
chairman; Dr. Daniel Jordan, vice-chairman; Mr. Glen
ford E. Mitchell, secretary; Miss Charlotte M. Linfoot, 
assistant secretary; Dr. Dwight W. Allen, treasurer; 
Mr. Franklin Kahn; Mr. Jack McCants; Dr. Dorothy 
Nelson; Dr. Sarah M. Pereira. 

The convention sent the following cable to the Uni
versal House of Justice: 

ENTIRE CONVENTION STIRRED URGENCY YOUR 
MESSAGE UNPRECEDENTED OPPORTUNITIES COMING 
YEAR. DIMMING LIGHTS OLD ORDER BRIGHTENING 
FLAME MASS CONVERSION SOUTHERN STATES 
GENERATED NEW SPIRIT SELF-SACRIFICE FELT 
THROUGHOUT AMERICAN BAHA'I COMMUNITY, 
PLANS MADE COMPLETE REMAINING NINE YEAR 
PLAN GOALS THIS COMING YEAR, NEW SPIRITUAL 
ORIENTATION FUND ASSURES ATTAINMENT TWO 
MILLION DOLLAR BUDGET. INSPIRED PRESENCE HAND 
CAUSE JOHN ROBARTS COUNSELLOR EDNA TRUE, 
PRAY FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE SHALL RELY YOUR 
INFALLIBLE GUIDANCE YEARS REMAINING WHICH 
SHALL BOTH CHALLENGE REWARD US, SHALL LAY 
COMPLETE VICTORY YOUR FEET AND FEET BELOVED 
GUARDIAN, WARMEST BAHA'I GREETINGS, 

The Universal House of Justice responded with a 
night letter dated May 7: 

DEEPLY MOVED HEARTWARMING MESSAGE DELE-

Hand oj the Cause John Robarts and part oj th.e Sundall morn. 
ing non-delegate attendance. 

GATES ASSEMBLED 61ST CONVENTION CONFIDENT 
INSPIRATION RECEIVED HAND CAUSE COUNSEllOR 
AIDED BY HIGH SPIRIT SACRIFICE VIBRANT DETERMI
NATION WIN REMAINING GOALS COMING YEAR 
ATTAIN UNPRECEDENTED BUDGET WILL ENABLE 
STALWART AMERICAN COMMUNITY ACHIEVE 
LONGED FOR VICTORIES STOP FERVENTLY PRAYING 
SHRINES EXCITING PROGRESS CAUSE HEART 
SOUTHLAND MAY STIR SPIRITUALLY DORMANT 
MULTITUDES TO EMBRACE FAITH BAHA'U'LLAH, 
LOVING GREETINGS, 

The National Spiritual Assembly on May 4 cabled the 
Universal House of Justice, in part: ". . 1500 DELE
GATES VISITORS HAILED ATTAINMENT 519 LOCAL 
ASSEMBLIES 2779 LOCALITIES." 

The delegates and visitors strove to eliminate the 
budget deficit, and in the same spirit voted an ever 
larger budget for the new year. including a special 
budget amount for the Panama Temple Fund. 

Challenged by the International Goals Committee to 
fill all our assigned pioneer posts and, when possible, 
to help other nations achieve their goals; inspired by 

A delegate (Thomas Varner) m.ake.s a comment to fellow 
delegates. 



John Cook, William Har
ri,on. Bo!Imey Baiz, and 
Reynaldo Cru!: Jr. entertain 
the Convention. 

representatives of the National Teaching Committee to 
vigorously support the teaching of the minorities (Ne
groes, Spanish-Americans, Indians, Oriental Ameri
cans), the delegates and visitors felt they had a clear 
directive to go forth and "learn from the people, live 
with them, stay with them," 

The Convention afforded the National Spiritual As
sembly an opportunity to explain the internal adminis
trative operations at the National Center, as well as to 
how the agendas for the periodic Assembly meetings 
are prepared and acted upon after sub-committees 
within the Assembly have made in-depth studies and 
reported details for the Assembly's consideration and 
action, 

Delegates noticed the emphasis On youth and their 
capacity for achievement; and commented: " .. , we 
are beginning to appreciate what 'Abdul-Baha meant 
when he said, in 1912, that black was beautiful. We saW 
before our eyes how a true Assembly should be united 
with love for one another and love for God , .. the 
reality of this Faith is Victory ... the complete whole
someness and power of the Faith .. a serious Con
vention punctuated with humor ... the miracle of the 
adoption of the bud get . . ." 

Mississippi 

Youth Conference 
at Tougaloo College 

JUNE 1970 

The Southern Baha'i Youth Committee held its first 
regional conference at Tougaloo College during the 
weekend of March 27-29. Meeting under the theme 
qMass Conversion Imminent," the youth sought U; 
realize the reality of mass conversion in the South and 
to formulate plans for action in Baha'u'llah's service. 

There were nine declarations, 
This conference was made possible by the hospitality 

extended by the Jackson Baha'i Community. And the 
conference contributed $504.19 to the National Youth 
Fund; including many personal and valuable items. 

The youth planned a long list of projects for immedi
ate action. The list included projected visits to many 
communities throughout Mississippi and LOUisiana? 
with firesides, interracial group activities, deepening 
sessions, striving to strengthen Baha'i groups, procla
mation on college campuses and initiation of new 
Baha'i Clubs, placing posters and displays, circuit 
teaching in the homes of handicapped persons; these 
are only a few of the activities scheduled. 

By the end of the gathering, a spirit of confidence and 
dedication had enveloped all. With renewed vigor, both 
youth and adult resolved to set out under the guidance 
of the Institutions of the Faith to conquer the goals of 
the Nine Year Plan: to surpass these goals, to send 
His Word among the masses, to swell His army by 
thousands. 

First Regional. Youth Confef'ence, Tougaloo College, Jackson, Mississippi., March 21-29, 
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martyrdom a/tke Bat 
July 9, 1850 

I am, 1 am, 1 am the Promised One! 1 am 

the One IFhose name you have for a thousand 

years in·voked . 

I 

~-------------, -----.-----------~ 

COIl<iultalive Stalw ..Ackwved 

United naiion3 

economic and Social Council 
We share with you the text of a cable released May 29 for publication in 

Baha'i News: 

"Joyfully announce Bahii'( World attainment consultative status 
United Nations Economic and Social Council thereby fulfilling 
long cherished hope beloved Guardian and World Center goal 
Nine Year Plan. Sustained persistent efforts more than twenty 
years accredited representatives Baha'[ International Commu
nity United Nations devoted support Bah.n communities 
throughout world finally rewarded. Significant achievement adds 
prestige influence recognition ever advancing Faith Baha'u'lIci'h. 
Offering prayers gratitude Holy Shrines. - Universal House of 
J t· " us Ice. 

JULY 1970 
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In Memoriam 

Benjamin D. Weeden 

The following message has been received from the 
Universal House of Justice: 

GRIEVED LEARN PASSING KNIGHT BAHA
'U'LLAH BEN WEEDEN APRIL FOURTEEN FOL
LOWING LONG ILLNESS. HIS DEVOTED LA
BORS TOGETHER WIFE GLADYS WORLD 
CENTER SERVICE BELOVED GUARDIAN AND 
PIONEER ACTIVITIES CRUSADE WELL REMEM
BERED. SUPPLICATING HOLY THRESHOLD 
PROGRESS HIS SOUL ABHA KINGDOM. 

APNI 28, 1970 -UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

Mr. Weeden became a Baha'l during the days betore 
cards were signed, but apparently made his declaration 
in Brattleboro, Vermont in 1943. In 1948, he went to 
Haifa to serve the beloved Guardian at the Guardian's 
request. , 

Mr. and Mrs. Weeden were married on March 20, 
1948, in the city of Jerusalem by the Spiritual Assembly 
of Amman, Transjordania. They continued to serve the 

. Guardian in Haifa until 1952, when they returned to 
the United States. 

In 1953, Mr. and Mrs. Weeden pioneered in the British 
West Indies briefly, returning to Henniker, New Hamp
shire, where they made their home until the passing of 
Mr. Weeden on April 14, 1970. 

Howard Snider 

GRIEVED LEARN PASSING KNIGHT BAHA
'U'LLAH HOWARD SNIDER DEVOTED STEAD
FAST DEDICATED BELIEVER DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICES PIONEER FIELD. CONVEY FAMILY 
ASSURANCE PRAYERS PROGRESS HIS SOUL 
ABHA KINGDOM. 

June 3, 19'70 -UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

Mr. Howard Snider passed away in Smyrna, Georgia, 
June 1, 1970, following a period of great suffering. One 
of the first to answer the Guardian's call for pioneers 
in the Ten Year Crusade, he settled in Key West, 
Florida, and subsequently pioneered in Switzerland, 

: Barbados, Bermuda, and Mexico. The words of the 
Universal House of Justice testify to his devotion to 
his beloved Faith. 

JULY 1970 

Cablegrams 

GRIEVED LEARN PASSING LEW TOOMES 
LONG TERM PIONEER COLOMBIA PLEASE 
CONVEY FAMILY CONDOLENCES ASSUR
ANCE PRAYERS PROGRESS SOUL. 

May 5. 1970 -UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

~,_, ___ , __ ,_,,) 

GRIEVED LEARN FATAL ACCIDENT INVOLV· 
ING DEVOTED YOUTH KAMY AR ARJOMAND 
SHAH RAM DEHNAD ENDING THEIR DEDI
CATED SERVICES DEEP SOUTH TEACHING. 
SUPPLICATING HOLY THRESHOLD PROGRESS 
THEIR SOULS ABHA KINGDOM ASSURANCE 
PRAYERS BEHALF THREE INJURED YOUTH. 

M~y 3. 1970 -UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

Baha'is gathered for the opening session of the 1970 
National Convention in Wilmette, Illinois, were very 
distressed by the announcement of the tragic sacrifice 
of two Persian Baha'i youth in a fatal automobile 
accident while they were en route from Louisiana to 
attend the Convention. 

Kamyar Arjomand, son of Mr. and Mrs, Amir Arjo
mand, and Shahram Dehnad, son of Me. and Mrs. 
Nur'u'Uah Dehnad. were killed in the accident. Hafiz 
Hafizzadeh, Hooshang Yazdani, and a non-Baha'i Per
sian were seriously injured. 

A brief memorial service was held for Kamyar and 
Shahram on Friday evening, May 1, in the Baha'i 
House of Worship following the close of the evening'. 
session of the National Convention. The Universal 
House of Justice in cabling condolences to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Iran stated that these young men 
"AS GOOD EXAMPLES BAHA'I YOUTH CRADLE 
FAITH THEY FELL FIELD SERVICE." 

The friends will be interested to know that Kamyar 
Ariomand had special love for the South where he lived 
during his first four years in America and only a short 
time before the fatal accident had returned to aid in 
mass teaching work in Bogalusa, Louisiana. 

In Memoriam 
Many Baha'is who have been interested in efforts to 

achieve recognition of Our Faith by worthwhile inter
national organizations will be saddened as they read 
the brief contents of a note from Mrs. Mildred Mot
tahedeh. It reads, in part: 

"It is my sad duty to report to you that Hilda Yank 
Sing Yen Male died suddenly on March 18, 1970. This 
noble lady played an important role in the development 
of the Baha'i Faith in the international field, and it was 
through her efforts that the Baha'is began their work 
with the United Nations." 
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Panama House of Worship 

Progress Report, April 1970 
The National Spiritual Assembly of Panama reports that the last star point 

of the wing walls for their House of Worship was completed on April 25. Four 
star point wing walls will be completed to balcony level on May 8. 

Building and erection of the forms for the balcony floor has been initiated, 
and by pouring the concrete floors for the wings and entrances now the erection 
of the forms will be expedited. 

The photograph at the right shows Mrs. Violette Na\illjavimi (left) and 
Paul Thiele with Hand of the Cause of God RuJ.tiyyib Khanum during their 
recent visit to the Temple site. 

The photos below, from left to right: (1-2-3) These indicate SOme of the 
details of work accomplished on the star points, and (4) shows a completed 
wing wall and star point iIJ." (5) Shows a view of the construction from the 
northeast corner of the Temple property t while (6) views the construction work 
from the parking area. A careful study of the pictures will give the viewer 
some idea of the size of the wing walls and their relationship to the star points. 
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Mt"s. Violette Nahl,l.javdni, Paut Thiele. 
and RllM11'~ih Kh6num at Panama 
Temple rite. 
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14th Annual Alaska 
Baha'i Summer School 
Place: Juneau, Alaska 
Dates: July 18-22 
Faculty: (Will include) Lloyd Gardner, member, Conti
nental Board of Counsellors, Howard Bro'WIl, member, 
Auxiliary Board, Ted Anderson, member, Auxiliary 
Board. 
Fee: $12.00 per person includes housing in Baha'i homes 
and three meals per day for five days. Sorry. but there 
are no faciE ties for children. 

For inform a tion and reservations, write: Alaska 
Baha'i Summer School, Mrs. Georgine Moul, Registrar. 
Mile 212 N. Douglas Highway. Juneau, Alaska 99801. 

Fourth Annual Convention 
British Honduras 

Signs of a growing maturity were very evident at the 
Fourth Annual Convention in Belize, April 3O-May 3. 
With an allotted thirty-eight delegates this year, the 
National Spiritual Assembly made every effort to 
assure that as many as possible attended. Sketchy 
transportation? seasonal work. and day-to-day exist
ence have presented constant problems here, but it 
was with great joy that we welcomed sixteen delegates 
from five of our six districts to the finest Convention yet 
held in this country. with visiting friends bringing 
attendance to twenty-seven from thirteen communities. 

By the time convention officers had been elected on 
Friday morning, Alfred E. Osborne, Board of Counsel
lors member for our area, arrived and at once won the 
hearts of all. Throughout the following days he contrib
uted largely to the success of the Convention with his 
wise and practical advice, great understanding, inspir
ing viSion, and deep knowledge of the Teachings. 

Annual reports indicated OUr growth; Twenty-six 
local assemblies (three new this year), ninety-six local
ities, thirty-seven groups, thirty-three isolated 
believers. We have exceeded our teaching goals under 
the Nine Year Plan. Of our other goals, our ~a~iratu'l
Quds had been purchased and paid for, but must now 
be renovated for occupancy; we have our Endowment, 
recognition of our Holy Days by the schools, and the 
incorporation of the National Spiritual Assembly. In
corporation of four local assemblies, acquisition of our 
Temple site, establishment of one or more permanent 
institutes, and the right to perform marriages are goals 
in process of achievement. 

A highlight of the Convention was the election of the 
National Spiritual Assembly in an atmosphere of amaz
ing spiritua1 dedication. The new Assembly, with offi
cers subsequently elected, is as follows: Mrs. Gladys 
Stuart, chairman; Mrs. Bernice Yorke, vice-chairman; 
Mrs. Cora Oliver, corresponding secretary; Mrs. Shir
ley Warde, recording secretary; Robert Franklin, trea
surer; and Mrs. Grace Grant, Nathaniel Neal, Mrs. 
Emma Lawrence, and Selvyn Codd. 

The Riq,van Feast and a social evening on Saturday 
night cemented the warm fellowship that had devel
oped. A public lecture on Sunday night by Mr. Osborne, 
to a well-filled auditorium, on the subject, liRe-Educa
tion of the Human Race, 'I was a fitting finish to our 
truly inspiring Convention. 

_.'--
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Italy Announces 
Eighth Summer School 
Location: Igea Marina-Rimini 
Date: September 12-21 

HoteJ~: Victoria and Diplomat. Both situated on the 
beautIful beach of the Adriatic. Every room has a 
shower o~ bat?roo~, telephone, and terrace. Prices for 
full penSIOn, Includmg cabin on the beach: Per person 
per day~ 

Small single room .................... L. 3.500 

Large single room .................... L. 4.500 
Room with two beds .................. L. 3.()()(J 
Room with three beds ................ L. 2.600 

Students .............................. L. 1.900 

Families with four persons Or more, with children 
over twelve years old, L. 2.250 per person per day. For 
less than three days occupancy, price will increase by 
ten per cent. For reservations, write; Mr. Mario 
Donato; Piazza Palermo, 5; 16129 Genova, Italy. 

Germany 
After an interruption of several years, World Religion 

Day was once again organized, this year on January 15 
in Munich. We selected the University as the place of 
celebration in order to attract the youth. Nearly one 
hundred and seventy accepted the poster and letter 
invitations. Speakers for the occasion were: Dr. H. 
Lamm, department head of the Munich adult college 
(Judaism); Msgr. Alfred Berchtold Rector head of the 
Social Institute in Freising (Christi~nity); ;nd F. Berd
jis (Baha'i). 

The meeting was subsequently reported in the Mu
nich Catholic Church newspaper, which also reported 
the topic: "How does religion face the problems of our 
time?" 

A participant in the World Religion Day meeting 
asked Professor Burkle, chairman of the missionary
theology seminar of the evangelical theological faculty 
of the University to introduce the Baha'i religion to 
a seminar. He agreed, made a request that literature 
be placed at the disposal of the seminar, and that 
Baha'is be present. The seminar was held on February 
4. After his thirty-minute lecture, Professor Burkle 
gave the three members of the Baha'i Student Group an 
opportunity to take a position to his criticisms and to 
answer questions raised by the stUdents. Professor 
BUrkle is willing to arrange a similar program next 
semester if the students evince sufficient interest in the 
Baha'i religion. 

Correction 
April 1970, page 12 photo caption, should read: Julian 

Randell and Margaret Leonard presenting .... 
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First National SpiTi.tual Assembly of the BaM'is oj Ghana. 
Left to Tight: (seated) Samu.el Lynch, secretaTY; Hand oj the 
Cause of God JauH Khdzeh: Maxwell Budu, vice-chaiTman; 
(standing) AndTew Sagoe, asristant treasurer; David Tanyi: 
Eddie Whiteside, treasurer,' Robert Naabi; Gotgasht Mossafai, 
chairman; Michael WiHiams; Ernest Bentil. 

The Nation4l Spiritual As.sembly of the Bana'fs oJ Vietnam. 
Lett to right: Quang Dinh Minh; Nguyen Hoang Lac, assistant 
secTetary; Le Duy Th-inh; Le Can, vice-chairman; Mme. Tran 
Thi Giang enau; Nguyen Van No; Truong Liem Dong, 
treasUre'1': Le Cho, secretary: Le Lac, chairman. 

The National Spiritual Assembly oj the Bah.tPiS" of Pakistan, 
with Hand of the Cause oj God Shu'd'u'lldh. 'AIn't seated in 
center. 
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First National Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is Of Dahome1.l, 
Togo, and NifJeT. Left to right.' Simon TaU, Niger; Ebenezer 
Dohou, Dahomey; Norma Winston, Togo, external S'ecTeto:f'lI; 
Francois Pierre ChaTles, Dahomell, tTeasurer; Mme. P. 
Djonei.di, Niger, chairman; Hand of the Cause of God Jalril 
Khdzeh; Mme. F. P. Charles, vice·chairman; Dr. Sadeghza
deh, Auxf.liary Board member,' Emmanuel Tomondji, Dah.ome1l. 
interna~ secretary: Denis Depue. Dahomey: Emmanuel Win.
!lton. Toao. 

The National SpiriwaJ Assembly Of the Baha'is of Alaska. uri.th 
Mrs. Florence MaybeTTY, member oj tile: Continenta.l BoaTd oj 
Counsellors seated between Howard Brown and Ted AndiI!'Tson 
AuxiliaTY Board membe-rs. Tile Assemhtll members, lelt t~ 
Tight: (standing) Robin Fowler, vice-chairman; Joh.n Kolstoe, 
chairman; Donald A. AndeTson treas'UTer,' Arthur Jess. Jr.; 
Eugene King; Blaine Reed; (seated) M.,s. Janet Smith, 
secretary,' Mr. Brown; Mrs. MaybeTrv; MT. Ande.,sQn, Mrs. 
MaTY Brown, and Mrs. Georgia HaisleT, recoTding S'ecretCLT'Y. 

The Nationa! Spirituat Assembly of the Bahd'is of Pa.,agua1l. 
Left to right: (seated) Rosa de Latena; Juan Ja.,a; Ana de 
Alvarez, vice-chairman; Joseph.ine Joha.nsen, assistant cor
responding secretary; (standing) Victor Alexander, librarian; 
Janet AlexandeT, chairman; Victo1"ia Rojas de Fiey, TecoTding 
secretaTY; Outda Coley, corresponding secTetary; Cyrus Tout
ounchi, treasureT. 



, 

The National Spiritual AssemMy oj the Baha'is of the Domin
ican Republic. Lett to ri.ght: Reginio Pepin, recording see
Teta'T1l; Danila Rodriquez; Benito Pef'ez; WillTed Row~nd. 
chairman; Sheila Rice-W.,ay. treasurer; RoweH HOff, vtce
chairmon; Rafael Benzdn. secretary; Felix Raman Gomez: 
Juan B. Reyes. 

First National Convention of the Bahd'is of Ghana in Accra, 
Gtkana, April 25-26. 

Bafld'is of the Cameron Republic at theiT National Convention 
at Ri4;lvan 1970. 

Bahd'is al the Nat10nat Convention of the Dominican Republic. 

... -~, ","'" ..-. .. --
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The National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd.'fs of the Camer
oon RepUblic. Left to righ.t: Moses Akombi; Simeon Ar
reneke, chairman; Mrs, Laquetta Karch, .secreta",,; Carl 
Jones Enowachuo; Solomon Tanyi., Au.riHary BOard member; 
Mrs. ZOTtl Banks, vice-chairman; Peter Arrey; Sa.mpson 
FOTCha/(:: Abraham Enoh; Dickson Akoh, tTeasurer. 

First loca~ Spiritual Assembty of th.e Bahd'is of Silver City, 
New Merico. 

First local Spiritual Assembly oj the Baha'is oj 10104 City, 
Iowa. 

r;'i1'st local Spiritual Assembly oj the Baha'is of Chams, Idaho. 
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The Spiritual A.nembly of the Baha'is of Wichita. Kansas. 
achieved incorpoTation April 13, 1970. Left to Tight: (back 
row) John Warren, treasurer; Louis Anderson; Ron Preuss, 
chai-rman; Gordon WaTTen; George Wi!.son. vice~chairman; 
(front row) Donna Warren, secretaTY; Wanda. Warren; Ronna 
Santo&cOll,' M arjone P.,.ews. 

First local Spiritual Assembly oj Chico, California. Left to 
right: (back TOW) Charles Jenkins. chairman; C. L. Hopkins; 
Fedros Yanrom; NanC1l FI.oTes; (front TOW) Rutho£ Hopkins; 
Jan Par.ri; Bernice Jenkins; Eleanor Allen, secretary; Jeannie 
Hendon. treasurer. 

First loca~ Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd'is oj Jack.son 
County, Oregon. Left to right:, (back TOW) Millry LaBra:nt, 
secretary: George LaBrant, cha\Tman; Adele Tapper; Vamce 
CaHick, l.l'iee.chairman; Ron Needham; (front ,..ow) Claudia 
Baile'll. tTe(l..SUreT; Bin Johnston; Judy Lurie; Al Cannon. 
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The Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd.'is of Co",altis:, Oregon, 
achieved incorporation October 21. 1969. Left to right: (back 
row) David Bogoonoff. Foad Seddigh, SoheU Sohrab, David 
Backes. Bob Sanuclno; (seated) Gloria Bogdanoff. Sue 
Backes, HHdred Rice, BarbaTa Hadley. 

First local Spiritual Assembly of San MaTco.s, CalifOTnia. Lett 
to TiQlht: (seated) MTs. Erma Sullins, ForteT M. Buckner. MT$. 
Karen L. Floyd; (standing) Donald. E. SuHins, Cart H. Gamez, 
Mrs. Loretta J. Goue, Mrs, Vina McPher.ron, and James 
Gave III, 

FiTSt local SpiTitual AS8embltl Of the Baha'is of Rockford. 
IHhwis-. Lett to right~ (seated) MrS'. Mona KoUberg, Mrs. 
Phoebe Legge, Miss Linda Perth; (.standing) Thomas- Mande
vine, Mrs. Donna. Mandeville, MrS', Kath.leen. Ka-rlberQl, MrS'. 
Marlene Aneja, Bhola Aneja, and Stig Karlberg. 



• 

First local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of SommerviHe, 
Massachusetts. Left to right: (standing) John Wilson, Judi 
Ellis, Larry Orloff, Greg Dahl, and Jeff Kurtze; (seated) Judy 
Qrwff. chairman, Dawn Kinney. Michde Pericone, secretary. 
and Grant Rhode, treasurer. 

First local Spiritual A3sembly of the Bahd'is of Richmond, the 
capital city of Virginia. 

First local SpiTitu.aI Assembly of the Baha'is oj King county 
Councilman District No.3. Washington. 
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France 
Summer School 

Location: Sevrier Annecy, near the lake, a beautiful 
spot, and very near to Geneva, Switzerland, 
Dates; August 23-28 

The French summer school will include several im~ 
portant subjects in its program. Among the outstanding 
speakers win be Board of Counsel1ors member Louis 
Henuzet and Mrs. Schaubasher of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Switzerland. Both of these gentlemen 
speak fluent English. There are good accomodations at 
the School, and prices are reasonable. Hotels at reason
able prices are also available nearby. 

Baha'is wishing additional information may write to: 
Comite de l'ecole d'ete 
11, Rue de la pompe 
Paris 16 erne 
France 

Nice 
An attractive, dignified Baha'i stand drew many 

visitors when it again occupied a conspicuous place in 
the Tourists Floor of the Annual International Fair in 
Nice on March 5-16. Large quantities of pamphlets were 
distributed; and slides were shown of the Shrines in the 
Holy Land, the Ma®riqu'l-Adhkilrs, and the 1963 Con
gress in London. A public conference followed the Fair. 

Among those participating at the stand were: Mme. 
Samimy, vice-chairman of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of France, with her husband, from Paris; 
Mme. Blagovestchensky of Monaco; Mr. Frey Daniel, a 
product of the Fair; Mr. Kamal Zein; and Mlle. Claire 
Honningman. 

California 
Many judges, lawyers, and CIVIC leaders were at a 

public presentation on April 17 in Beverly Hills of a 
bronze plaque bearing part of Baha'u'lliih's oft~quoted 
statement, "The best beloved of an things in My sight 
is Justice ... " The plaque will be placed on the new 
Beverly Hills Courthouse. It was presented by Mrs. 
Dorothy W. Nelson, dean of the University of Southern 
California's School of Law, and also a member of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the United States, to
gether with her hus.band, Judge James F. Nelson, of the 
Municipal Court of Los Angeles. 

A foHow-up meeting that evening, sponsored by the 
Beverly Hills Baha'i Community. drew an audience of 
about two hundred. Judge and Mrs. Nelson spoke on the 
topic, "The New World Is Coming - The New Age Is 
Here." 
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Canada 

The Spiritual Assembly of ~he Baoo!£S of Halifax. Noua Scotia, achieved incorporation 
status November 24, 1969. Left to right: MT$. Sh.i-rley MacDonald, MTS. Ruth. McClung, 
John Edmonds. Mrs. Joyce Edmonds, Mrs. Fran Ma.clean. A. Russen McClung, Mrs. 
Sarah Lynk, MrS'. Kaye Walford, and Mrs. Audrey Rayne. 

In announcing the formation of the Spiritual As
sembly for Hull. Quebec. Mr. M. E. Muttart. General 
Secretary of the National Spiritual Assembly of Cana
da, stated, I'We feel that it is of particular interest 
because the majority of the members are French 
speaking. Following 'Abdu'I·Baha's exhortation to 
teach the French-speaking people of Canada our great 
hope has been to arrive at a more equitable representa
tion from the two main language groups of this coun· 
try.!! 

First tocal Spiritual Assembty ot tn.e Baha'is of HuH, Quebf!c, 
Canada. This achieves an important goal, tor most oj the 
members are French·speaking. Canada.'s "great hope hoWl' 
been to arrive at a more equita.ble representation from the 
two main language groups" in their country. Left to right: 
(seated) Marjorie Menick, Pau~ Hanbury, Winifred Harvey; 
(.standing) LuciUe Lebeuf, Daniel CaiHaud, DanieHe COinon, 
Paule Medon. Michel Larin, Janet Braithwaite. 

The SpirUtta.~ Assembly oj the Bahd'ts of Missis.sauga, Ontario, Canada. was incorporated 
Dn October 28. 1969. Back TOW: Frederick Thorkildsen, TecDrding secretary; Mrs. JacQue
line Law; Ernest Barkes, vice-chairman; Mrs. Joan ZiE!gleT; Barry LaveTtl, ch.airman. 
FrDnt TOW: Mrs. Valery Lavery; Mrs. Isabelle Nikutka; Mrs. Joyce Barkes, treasurer; Mrs. 
Beatrice Mines, corresponding secretaTY. 

9 
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Pakistan 
A list of recent visitors to Pakistan includes Hands of 

the Cause of God Dr. Adelbert Miihlschlegel and Dr. 
Rabmatu'Uah Muhcijir; Mr. Hadi Rahmani, member of 
the Continental Board of Counselors for Western Asia, 
and his family; and Mr. Ali Aziri and Allama A. 
Sullaimani, eminent teachers from Iran are now travel
ing the country. 

Decisions to organize teaching and consolidating 
tours for the interior came out of the Baha'i Youth 
Conference in Karachi. Some seventy youth were pres
ent at the Conference. A variety program, with Baha'i 
songs and a quiz session, was a special feature of this 
meeting. 

The Babit'i Publishing Trust for Pakistan has been 
incorporated. An Urdu translation of Bah<i'll11ah and 
the New Era will be released April 29. Pakistan has 
also purchased a 7.75-acre site for a future Baha'i 
House of Worship. 

Senior Advocate of the High Court A, C. Joshi visited 
the faraflung vil1age of Perumal, delivered the Message 
to the Hindu Community there, and twelve persons 
enrolled immediately. A Spiritual Assembly was to be 
formed there at Ridvim. 

Hand of the Ca~e Dr. Miihlschlege! and Mrs. Miihl
schlegel attended the ten-day Baha'i Winter School at 
Hyderabad, and members of the Board Messrs. Bakh
tiari and Ilmi parlkipated also. 

With. folded hands, Hindus of Viaage Perumal chant, "HaH 
BaM." Mr, Joshi, with Mad .. cap, in center. 

Another group of the Hindu Baha'is of Peruma!. On the lett, 
fore!1'"ound, is the wile of the Headman of the vHlage, 
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De~egates from both. "wing:;:" of Pakistan. at their hi.storic 14th 
Annual Convention, with Hand of the Cause of God Shu'd'u'Udh. 
'AM'! and members of the National Spiritual Assemblll in 
evidence. 

Pakistan. Two views of a variety program .organized by th.e 
National Ladies Committee during Ric;lvdn. The picture on the 
wan bears the word, Masltriqu'l-A@kar. If the dock on the 
right of the two photos is meaningfu.~, the entertainment 
program must have met with approval, for an hou.r and a M!f 
seem.s to have sHpped by. 
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Sixth National Convention 
Vietnam 

Saigon's newspaper, The Vietnam Guardian, for 
April 28, carried the fonawing item: 

The sixth annual convention of the Baha'i World 
Faith in Vietnam was inaugurated yesterday at the 
National Center of the Faith at 193jIC Cong-Ly street, 
with Mr, Le Loe the Chairman of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of Vietnam welcoming the 171 
Baha'i delegates representing the hundreds of Baha'i 
communities in every province of our Nation. Also 

II 

present were representatives from the Faith's world 
center and from some of the adjoining cOWltries of 
South East Asia. The convention. which is open only to 
Baha'is, heard messages from the World Center of the 
Faith in Israel and began its consultative session 
among the full complement of 171 delegates who will, in 
the next seven days, be the ones who will cast their 
votes to elect the new National Spiritual Assembly for 
the Baha'i year 127 . . . , 

A Baha'i spokesman reported that since last year the 
number of adult Baha'is has increased to 94,982 as 
compared to last year's total of 52,300 Bah.Pis. . . . 

Delegates and friends at the Vietnam Nationat BaM'i Convention. April 26-May 2, 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Alaska 

Fou.rteenth National Convention of 
Alaska, April 24-26. In second row, cen
ter, M7's. Florence Mayberry, member 
of th.e Continental Board of Counsellors, 
with Au..ritiaTlI Board members and 
tneiT wives: Howard and Lea. Brown 
at her righ.t hand; Ted and Joan A n
denon at fler left hand. 
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Tenth Annual Convention 
Asuncion, Paraguay 

"I'm sorry son, you'll just have to get married next 
month-this month I'm travel teaching and have to 
help forll! a new assembly," were the words of Aida de 
Armoa who, by the way. did successfully form the new 
local Spiritual Assembly of 25 Legua. 

Mrs. Victoria Rojas de Frey, who helped form the 
new local Spiritual Assembly of Mariscal Estigarribia, 
was happily surprised her first day in the Chaco when 
a stranger came up, presented his documents to show 
he was an honest and honor a hIe person, and requested 
permission to become a Baha'i. 

Mrs. Natalia de Caballero, who left her three children 
and husband to try and form a new assembly where 
there were eight Baha'is, was greeted by the local 
Indian believers of Colony 3 with a list in hand of thirty
six new Baha'is. 

From these sacrifices, and many others, have truly 
sprung spiritual fruits resulttng in the most historic 
Annual Convention of Paraguay_ With great joy we 
cabled the Universal House of Justice: 

RADIANT HISTORIC CONVENTION, FERVENT DEDICA
TION fTO) SURPASS 9 YEAR PLAN GOALS. LSA GOAL 
ACHI~VED. INDIGENOUS DELEGATES-TWO TRIBES 
REPRESENTED. ONE INDIGENOUS MEMBER NSA. 
GRATEFUL INSPIRATION MESSAGE UHJ. ASK CON· 
TINUED PRAYERS CONSOLIDATION FULFILLED GOALS 
PARAGUAY. 

Attendance reached sixty, representing the Yanaigua 
and Chulupi Indian tribes, the Paraguayan community, 
and Baha'is from Germany, Holland, Persia, and the 
United States. Both Spanish and Guarani languages 
were used_ 

The National Community joyfully welcomed the arriv
al of two new pioneer families from the United States: 
Clyde and Pauline Johnson, and Moses and Lucinda 
Edwards and their child Johana. 

As a result of the strong spirit of rededication shown 
by numerous offers to do travel teaching, and from 
others to deputize others to teach on their behalf, the 
National Spiritual Assembly has raised its goal of nine 
local assemblies to fifteen for 1973. 

We gratefully thank Baha'u'llah for the new spirit of 
devotion and courageous teaching which has come to 
Paraguay_ 

1970 Nationaf Baha'i Convention in Paraguay_ 

Ninth Annual Convention 
Norway 

JULY 1970 

The ninth annual Baha'i Convention for Norway was 
held at the I:laziratu'l-Quds on May 1-2, and on May 3 a 
teaching conference and public fireside were held with 
around thirty in attendance_ AU of the nine delegates 
were present; and for the first time, there were dele
gates from Trondheim-an achievement of the Nine 
Year Plan! 

Dorothy Ferraby, member of the Board of Counsel. 
lors, and Gerd Strand, Auxiliary Board member, gave 
helpful assistance with the discussion on the Message 
from the Universal House of Justice. Three pioneers 
were welcomed, one from Persia and two from Ameri
ca, as well as Linda Marshall, a traveling teacher from 
America who will visit the Baha'i communities of 
Norway immediately following the Convention. 

The National Spiritual Assembly elected for the com
ing year was as follows: Gunnar Lange·Nieisen, Dr. 
Hooshang Ra'fat, Elna Lodrup, Solveig Lervik, Amelia 
Bowman. Gustav Anderson, Harald Thiis, Ernst Holm, 
and Gudrun Ofstegaard_ 

Before the session on May 2, the friends gathered at 
the grave of Johanne Schubarth, "mother of the Faith 
in Norway," and read prayers for the dead, for man
kind, and for teaching. In a cable sent to the Universal 
House of Justice, prayers were requested at the Holy 
Shrines for the achievement of the goals of the Nine 
Year Plan_ 

The Oslo Community provided lovely open-faced sand
wiches for luncheon the two days of the Convention, 
and "lapskaus" for the Unity Feast on May 3. The 
whole tone of these days together was one of joy and 
happiness, with a strengthening of the bonds of unity_ 

The program arranged by the National Teaching 
Committee for the "Teaching Day" began with a con· 
Ie renee at which Gerd Strand gave the key talk, with a 
few remarks from Modesta Hvide, another Auxiliary 
Board member, followed by Pauline Ra'fat, who spoke 
on the "Urgency of Teaching_" 

Guests joined us for the Unity Feast and the public 
fireside. Short talks were given by Dr. Hooshang Ra'
fat, Jon Sandsmark, Amelia Bowman, and Linda Mar· 
shalL Two youth declared to the Oslo Community 
following the fireside. 

Ninth. Annual Baha'i Conve-ntion, 1;fa?iratu'Z·Quds. Oslo. 
NOTway. 
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Delegate.! to the N orw411 Convention. 

Linda. Marshalt, traveling teacher from- America, with. pioneer 
trom Persia. on her right, and Jon Sandsma:rk, speaking at the 
public fiTeside. 

A presenta.«on ;n San Btas, Left to right: Thomas Nelson de 
Leon Natio1l4l Spiritual. Assemblv member; Me~va Campbell, 
local' Sp.irituat Assembly member; Cacique OlodebiHquMia; 
Alfred Osborne, member Of the C011.tinental Board of Coun
s-eHor.s; Leota Lockman, National Spiritual Assembly SII!!'C

reta"1,l; AlejandTo Hedm.an, cnai-rman of the local Spi-ritual 
h.rembly of Ustupo, and unidentified friends. 

------.;.~ 
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San Bias Islands 
~The foHowing is' chiefly taken fram a report Of the March.. 2 
'SSUI!' of Baha'i News, published monthly by the National Spirit
ual Assembly of Panama.) 

Member of the Continental Board of Counsellors 
Alfred Osborne, Miss Melba Campbell member of the 
Spiritual Assembly of Panama City, Miss Pat Mount, 
en rQute from Scotland to her post in New Zealand, and 
Mrs. Leota Lockman, secretary of the National Spirit
ual Assembly of the Republic of Panama, recently flew 
to the Islands of Ustupo, where they were greeted by 
Tomas Nelson de Leon, also a National Spiritual 
Ass~mbly .member, and Kay and Jim Harris, recently 
arnved pIoneers from the United States who are 
making their home on this island; along with many of 
the friends, including numberless children shouting 
"Neudi, Nuedi (Welcome, Welcome}." ' 

Soon the local men returned from their farms and 
immediately went to work on the huge pile of leaves 
covering the floor of the Baha', Center. These had been 
cut and carried from the jungle to make the roof. The 
work moved with the speed of assembly-line production 
- 10, 15, 20 men taking turns skillfully putting each leaf 
in place. then swiftly tying them with a strong vine 
which had also been cut and brought from the jungle. 

Later we were taken by the secretary of the local 
Spiritual Assembly, Sefior Arturo MorriS, to meet the 
Cacique of the entire Comarca of Islands, Senor 
Olodebiliquina. 

We had come to Ustupo with slides of the Intercon~ 
tinental Conference, the Holy Shrines, Temples, and 
many taken by friends who had visited various islands 
throughout the years. The manager of the theater, 
which has a seating capacity of 300, agreed to let us use 
it lor the showing. Soon word spread that the Baha'is 
were having a special show. Why was it only for 
Baha'is? A change had to be made; the slides would be 
shown outside on the wall of the theater high enough for 
everyone in the park to see. An estimated 2000 Kuna 
Indians saw the show. A sea of people in the dark
ness - excitement covered the island. Shouts of joy 
and delight filled the air like a roar as many saw 
themselves for the first time - and they saw the work 
on the Temple they had So long heard about. Some 
slides were shown a second time, and requests are now 
coming from other islands for a slide program. 

Melba met with the children. They sat for hours 
listening to her tell stories of the Faith. and then 
singing songs which they especially love to do. 

We left reluctantly, wishing we could stay longer, but 
grateful to Bahit'u'llah for the blessings He had show
ered upon us during our short visit. 

T 
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Summer Sehool, Refugee camp "La. Sira.ma" in El Salvador. 

EI Salvador 
The National Teaching and Proclamation Committee 

of EI Salvador sponsored the first summer school held 
in the eastern part of the country, in the refugee camp 
j'La Sirama," just outside of the port city of La Union. 
The camp is one of many which houses the thousands of 
Salvadorians who fled Honduras during the recent war 
between the two countries. Of the sixty families in this 
camp. twenty.four of the refugees were Baha'is. 

The summer school was a complete success, with 
Baha'is attending from four communties other than 
Sirama. Morning and afternoon classes were held for 
forty to fifty people who were able to learn the essential 
teachings of the Faith. Both children and adults mem
orized songs and Baha'l prayers, which was found to be 
a most eft'ective way to teach. In the evening, crowds of 
250-300 adults, youth, and children enjoyed seeing slides 
of the Holy Land, Temples, and Baha'is from all parts 
of the world. 

As a result of two days of intensive teaching, twenty
two people accepted the Faith. Eight of these belong to 
three new localities-other refugee camps in the area. 
The acting administrator of the camp was among the 

new believers. ThIs Ri.;lvan, La Sirama will establish 
its local assembly. A Baha'i youth from San Salvador 
stayed on to live with the people at this camp and to 
teach them to read and write. 

These beautiful people, simple people, who have long 
suffered, taught us much and made it a most successful 
Baha'i weekend. 

Group of refugees who attended. the Bummer .schsol in Ca.mp 
La Sframa. E' Salvador. 
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Oregon 
Chemawa Indian School 

Baha'is from the Yakima Reservation in Eastern 
Washington met with Salem, Oregon, Baha'is on Satur
day, April 11, to enjoy a potluc~ supper. and evening 
fireside. Emma Olney, of .the Yakima NatIOn, told what 
the nine-pointed start meant to the Indians in the past; 
Annie Brown, Wasco, shared stories told to her by her 
mother; and a young student from the nearby Che
mawa -Indian School, Theresa Showaway. related a 
legend told her by her grandmother, who was of the 
Warm Springs Nation. 

Through the efforts of a Salem BaM.'i, Al Robinson, a 
teacher at the School, the Baba.'! Faith was presented 
at the School's Sunday morning worship service. Dunw 
can Brown, Yakima member of the Baha'i Indian 
Council spoke to the young people of the oneness of 
mankind and of God's Messenger for this day. At the 
fellowship coffee-hour after the service, individual 
Baha'is talked and mingled with the students, distribut-. 
ing "Baha'i Faith, the Spirit Way" booklets. It was 

during the fellowship hour that youth Theresa Show
away signed her declaration card. Since that time, at 
the "Canawash Council Fire," Marie John, a friend of 
Theresa. has made her declaration. 

A number of the "Spirit Way" booklets have been 
presented to the Chemawa Library, and Salem Baha'is 
will assist Mr. Robinson and Miss Showaway in the 
proclamation/consolidation efforts at Chemawa. 

Chemawa. Indian School, April 12. left io Tight: Emma. Olney, 
There.m Showaway. Anne Browtt. 



IAH.H NEWS IS 

Audio- Visual and Special Materials 

New Cassette Tapes - $3.25 each 
~7 "Keys to Harmony" - Daniel Jordan relates the teachings of Baha'u'lliih to the fundamentals of music . 

. 2O-C-2004 "Majesty and Greatness of the Local Spiritual Assembly" - Deepening session featuring Hand of the 
Cause William Sears. 

2O-C-4005 "1970 National Baha'i Convention Highlights." 
2O-C-l113 "Wake Up, America!" - Public talk by Hand of the Cause William Sears. 
2O-C-8005 HI Wouldn't Miss the Chance" - Musical comedy about a Baha'i community, by Mildred N. McClellan. 
2O-C-5407 uRole of Education in the New Dispensation" - Daniel Jordan's talk at the National Baha'i Confer-

ence on Education, Wilmette, in February. 
2O-C-7001 liThe Wonder Lamp," "Banishments," "Sing His Praises"- Two musical dramas, One based on a story 

by Hand of the Cause A. Q. Faizi, the second by Mildred N. McClellan. "Sing His Praises" are songs 
composed and sung by Creadell Haley. 

2O-C-2013 HDare to Be Different," "Baha'i Morality" - Two presentations on Baha'i standards; the first by Dwight 
Allen, the latter by Greg Dahl and Phil Christensen. 

20-C-2110 "A Commentary on The Hidden Words ojBaM'u'lllih - Talk given in Wilmette by Hand of the Cause 
A. Q. Faizi. 

~.2007 "Teaching; Living the Lite" - Deepening session featuring Hand of the Cause William Sears. 
2O-C-8006 "Every Friday Night" - Musical comedy about a weekly Baha'i firside, by Mildred N. McClellan. 
2O-C-5103 "In His Presence" - Hand of the Cause 'fara~u'llah Samandari's historic presentation at the Bahi'i 

World Congress (1963), describing his meeting with Baha'u'llah. 

1970 National Baha', Convention Highlights 
2O-C-4oo5 on Cassette tape .................................................................................... $3.25 

2O-R-4005 on Reel tape ........................................................................................ 4.50 

Rre and Snow: Reflections of 
A New World Order 

This new long-playing stereo phonograph record con
sists of sixteen songs, each performed by its Bah&. 'i 
composer. Among the selections are; 

Phil Lucas' "New Wind Blowing" 
Joany Lincoln's title song uAngels of Fire and Snow" 
Claire Segue's "There'll Come A Time" 
Creadell Haley's "There's Only One God" 
Greg Dahl's IIRobin's Song" 
Ray Flournoy's ul've Got A Song To Sing, II and 
Chris Ruhe's "Let Go. II 

2O-P-800S Fire and Snow L.P ..................... $3.50 

Photo Reprints of 
, Abdu'l-Baha 

Black and white, 8 x 10 inChes, inexpensive offset 
reprints for mass distribution, sold only in quantitier 
of 20/$1.50, 100/$4.50, and 300/$10.00. 
5IJ-S..3504 Offset, smiling, Washington, D.C., front view 
50-5-3102 Offset, as a young man 

Colored Photograph 
of the Master-31f2x5 
50-5-3001 A.B. colored photo, 3", x 5 ............ 2/$1.00 (See page IS) 
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Baha'.: New Spirit 
For The New Age 

A new supply of this brief introductory slide program 
on the Baha'i Faith has been produced and is ready 
for distribution. This 20-s1ide program includes views 
of the Baha'i Houses of Worship and the Shrines in the 
Holy Land. Printed script included. 

30-P-8102 Baha'i: New Spirit ..................... $5.50 

National Youth Conference 
Photos, 1968 

JULY 1970 

The remai,,:ing sets of ten 11 x 14 inch colored glossy 
prmts, deplctmg the Baha Pi youth in their first historic 
national conference, have been reduced to $15.00. The 
photos include grOUP scenes and close-ups, showing the 
uOneness of Mankind" in reality. Excellent for Bah6.t l 
exhibits and displays. 
5O-G-9601 1968 Youth Conf. Photos .............. $15.00 

When ordering Audio-Visual and Speci~1 M.ateri~ls: Us. an Audio·Visual order blank. Include 10% for postage and hondling 
charge on .• 11 personal onders. Community Llbr • .,.n onders for $10.00 .nd over sent postpaid. Add 10% foreign posn.ge 
and handl,ng. 

Baha'; Publishing Trust, 415 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091 

0 
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Literature 
Baha'IS at the United Nations 

-
-

This leaflet, prepared by the B aha '1 Committee for 
the United Nations, answers the need for a statement 
regarding the relationship of the Baha'i Community to 
the United Nations, While not necessarily a proclama
tion teaching tool, this brochure can be used effectively 
in literature displays, and should he particularly useful 
as a ugiveaaway" at United Nations Day and Human 
Rights Day meetings. 

It emphasizes that Baha'is support and endorse the 
role of the United Nations in the promotion of universal 
human rights, universal education, and world law; and 
it establishes the fact that the Baha', Faith is recog
nized by the United Nations. Baha'is should familiarize 
themselves with this material to be adequately in
formed of our status with the UN. 3% by 8'h. 

20 copies ................................. $1.00 
100 copies ................................ $4. 50 

.... **** •• * 
Universal and Lasting Peace 

A CommentaTl/ on 'Abdu'I-Bahli'. "Tablet to the 
Hague, U by Firuz Kaze.mzadeh. 

In December 1919, 'Abdu'l-Baha wrote to the Central 
Organization for a Durable Peace at The Hague. In 
this Tablet, the Master praised these members as 
"pioneers among the well-wishers of the world of 
humanity," contrasted the evils of-war with the bless· 

_a_ 
t 
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ing of peace, and then expounded on the Teachings of 
Baha'u'llah which would first awaken man to his own 
humanity, enable him to transcend his human limita
tions through the teachings of God, and inspire him to 
embark on the great journey of constructing and 
maintaining a universal and lasting peace with its 
benefits to all mankind. 

This illuminating article, first published in the winter 
issue of World Order Magazine, is now available in 
pamphlet form, 3% x 8'h. It is especially recommend
ed for World Peace Day and all activities that relate to 
the need for world peace. 

10 copies ................................. $1.00 
100 copies ................... , ............ $9.00 

********* 
Success in Teaching - An ·Intimate Talk. with Baha'is 
Who Long to Serve the Faith is now available in a new 
format. This article, by RUI:>iyyib Khilnum, discusses 
personal and intercommunity attitudes and actions 
that affect teaching sucesses? and cites the force of 
example and understanding of the Covenant as keys to 
successful teaching. 3% x 8%, 24 pp. 

20 copies ................................. $3.00 

Order literature through your community librarian. 
(Add 10% for foreign postage.) 

Baha '; Publishing Trust 
415 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091 

BAllA'i NEWS is published :for circUlation among Baha'(s only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United 
States, as a news organ reporting current activities of the BahA'i world community. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mr. Aaron Bowen, Managing Editor: Mrs. Eunice Braun. 
International Editor; Miss Charlotte Linioot, National Spiritual .A&sembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C, Parmelee, Mrs. Sylvia 
Parmelee, 

Material must be received by the twenty-:fltth ot the second month precedinl date ot issue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, . Illinois 60091, U.S.A, 

Change ot address should ce reported directly to National Baha'i Center. 112 Linden A.venue, Wllmette. Dlinois. U.S.A. 60091. 
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eommemo~ation Centena~'i 
0/ the 

ma~t'i~dom 0/ the PUI'e&t BMnch 

It was the morrung of June 23, 1970, the hundredth 
anniversary of the tragic death of Mirza Mihdi, the 
Purest Branch. Hand of the Cause Paul Haney and 

members of the Universal House of Justice had for
gathered at the Barracks in the prison city of 'Akka to 
offer prayers in the cell which BaM 'u 'llili had occupied 
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for two years, two months, and five days fol1owing His 
arrival in IAkka in 1868. The scene of the Martyrdom 
was also visited and a prayer chanted there. 

Immediately afterwards the party proceeded to Bahji 
where they joined others serving at the World Center 
and nearly eighty pilgrims from many countries. All 
walked around the ij:aram-i-Aqdas and down the path 
to the Most Holy Shrine. There the Tablet of Visitation 
was chanted. 

Later that same day, in the waning moments of Lite 
19th of Nlir, the friends assembled at the twin monu
ments of the Purest Branch and his saintly Mother, 
Navvib, to conclude the program commemorating the 
centenary of the Martyrdom. Prayers and verses ap· 
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propriate to the occasion were read and chanted. In our 
hearts we knew that one day all humanity would surely 
understand the meaning of the event the Baha'is were 
at this moment observing; one day there would be 
universal understanding of the significance of the prayer 
of Bahci'u'llah: "I have, a my Lord, offered up that 
which Thou hast given Me, that Thy servants may be 
quickened, and all that dwell on earth be united." And 
so it was possible in this sacred spot to blot out from our 
consciousness the rumble of the outside world and to 
fix our thoughts on the event that brought us together, 
praying all the while that, God willing, the promised 
redemption of mankind would not be far removed from 
our time. 

------~,-----,-,--,---,-,-,-, ____ '_, _____ ".---
Auxiliary Board Appointments 

The Continental Board of Counsellors for the Protec· 
tion and Propagation of the Baha'i Faith in North 
America has recently appointed eight new members to 
the AUXiliary Boards for North America. They are: 

Mr. Jenabe Esslemont Caldwell 
Mrs. Opal L. Conner 
Mr. Angus W. Cowan 
Mrs. Margaret A. Gallagher 
Miss D. Thelma Jackson 
Mr. Paul R. Pettit 
Mrs. Adrienne Reeves 
Miss Thelma Thomas 

These appointments are in addition to the reappoint. 
ment of Mr. Anthony F. Lease in April, 1970. One 
vacancy still exists; the appointment to fill this va· 
cancy will be announced at a later time. Decision has 
not yet been made as to whether these appointments 
will serVe on the Protection or Propagation Boards. 
When it has been made, the friends will be informed. 

With the increase of Auxiliary Board Members there 
will be re·designation of territories which the individual 
members will serve. The listing of these new assign~ 
ment. wtll be published soon. 

Portugal 
The Nati.ona.l Bahti'i ConvenUon of Portugal, held in Lisbon at 
the Natioool .(fa;l<atu'l-Qud. April 2f·25. 

Cablegram 
GRIEVED LEARN PASSING MODELLE MUDD INDEFATI· 
GABLE MAIDSERVANT BAHA'U'LLAH WHOSE LONG· 
TIM E SUCCESSFUL EFFORTS ENLIST CAUSE GOD 
NATIVE AMERICANS UNITED STATES CROWNED BY 
RECENT PIONEER SERVICE BEHALF INDIAN BROTHERS 
CANADIAN NORTHWEST PLEASE CONVEY DEAR 
HUSBAND FAMILY ASSURANCE PRAYERS PROGRESS 
HER SOUL ABHA KINGDOM 
May 19, 1970 -u N IVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

Ghana 
Hand of the Cause of God Abu'l-Qasim Faizl gave a 

series of talks at the National Baha'i Center in Accra 
between June 8 and 12. Among his many delightful and 
edifying stories and teachings was the message of 
ultimate victory~ discernible even now as thousands of 
East African Baha'is pledge allegiance to Baha'u'Uah. 

Announcement 

58th Thornton Chase 
Memorial Program 

The annual obsel"Vance of the Thornton Chase Memo
rial will be held Sunday afternoon, October 4, at two· 
p.m. in the Inglewood Park Cemetery at the gravesite 
(Sierra plot no. 209) in Inglewood, California. An appro
priate service is being planned. 

'Abdu'I·Baha visited this grave.ite on October 19, 
1912, and it was His wish that a memorial be held every 
year. He stated, "This revered personage was the first 
Baha'i in America. He served the Cause faithfully, and 
his services will ever be remembered throughout ages 
and cycles." Those who cannot attend in person may 
wish to say prayers during the scheduled time for this 
memorial service. 

There will be a social hour immediately following the 
Memorial. It will be held in Centinella Park, across the 
street from the cemetery, in the area near the tree that 
was donated to the City of Inglewood in 1966 in memory 
01 Mr. Chase. 

For further information, please write ·the Spiritual 
Assembly of Inglewood, P.O. Box 587, Inglewood, Cali· 
fornia 90307. 
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A path of light was blazed from Rio de Janeiro 
through Sao Paulo and on to Porto Alegre with the 
passing through of the beloved and loving Hand of the 
Cause of God Enoch Olinga, of Africa. It was as though 
a dear, long-expected friend had come, touched all 
hearts and departed, leaving all a little richer, a little 
happier, and poignantly sadder at his going. 

In Rio de Janeiro for one day only, besides being 
interviewed by reporters of three newspapers, Mr. 
Olinga was received in a brilliant gathering by some 
thirty Baha'is and friends. To these, he spoke Simply 
and movingly of the warm friendship focused from 
Africa upon the peoples of Brazil. 

In Sio Paulo, Mr. Olinga was the recipient of a 
warm, spontaneous affection from all the friends in di
rect response to this love which he, himself, radiates. 
They gathered in three receptions. one with about sixty 
friends and contacts from the greater Sao Paulo area, a 
luncheon with about twenty-five present, and a meeting 
with the more or less thirty youth of the city. To all he 
gave the message of love from the Universal House of 
Justice, the affection of the friends of Africa, and his 
simple formula for teaching: "Pray, be entirely sin
cere, have complete confidence in the help of Baha
'u'llah, and approach the friends as a lover seeks his 
beloved." He personified his own counsel, and captivat
ed all hearts! 

The youth were especially impressed by this beloved 
Hand of the Cause. He said to them: 

"The Universal House of Justice has asked me to 
extend to all the Baha'is, young and old, their love 
and appreciation for the teaching work they have done 
this year, and especially they wished me to stress the 
important part which you, Baha'i youth, can play; 
and they will continue to pray for your success in all 
your efforts. 

UI wish also to convey to you the love of the African 
Baha'i youth. I am here to share with you the joy of 
being a Baha'i, to learn from you Baha'i youth things 
which I can share with the youth of Africa. I am in 
Latin America only three days, but what I have seen 
makes me very happy. I have seen that you Baha'is in 
Rio and Sao Paulo are happy and strong. I have seen 
other youth, and I can notice the difference. 

"I know why you are happy. You are happy because 
you are informed of the mysteries of existence. You are 
happy because you know the Plan of God for humanity. 
You are happy because you know that your every effort 
on behalf of the Faith will bring results. 

"Acquire a Burning Love" 
"We hope you will continue to study the 

Teachings. 'Abdu'l-Baha said, 'you must immerse your
self in the ocean of His Utterance!' Then you must 
acquire a burning love for mankind. He said that we 
must develop strong characters. For this, Baha'utllah 
and other Messengers in the past have come to teach us 
and to show us the way to develop this strong char-

Hand oj the Cause of God Enoch OHnga with lome of the 
friends of Sao Pauw at the luncheon gtven by the friends. 

acter. That is why we should know the Message of Ba
ha' u' llil h. Our future depends upon how we are today. 
As water flows from the river, SO our deeds How from 
our minds. If the mind is not pure, we will not be good. 

"You Baha'i youth have much to do. Many youth 
are ignorant. It is your duty to guide them to the right 
way of life. Immerse yourselves in the ocean of His 
Utterances. Become so sincrere in your Faith that it 
will bring about a devotion to Bah.a'u'llah. You must 
be examples. Your friends and colleagues should be so 
impressed that they will want to know why you are so. 
You must become the personification of purity, faith
fulness, honesty-spiritual and not material. 

Sacrifice yourselves so that the world may become 
better. We must sacrifice Our material natures to be· 
come pure, spiritual beings. If we do this, the future of 
the world is assured. 

"Study and pray daily. There is no knowledge higher 
than the Knowledge of God and follOwing His laws. 

uLastly, we hope the youth will form committees, 
organize schools. and so forth. In Africa, three out of 
each five Bahit. 'is are youths between fifteen and 
twenty·five years of age. In Gambia, in 1955, we con· 
tacted older people. They did not give up Islam. Now 
the youth are no longer fettered, They became Baha'is." 

After this wonderful talk, there followed a long period 
of questions and answers, and it came to light that 
three of those present were planning as soon as possible 
to go out pioneering. Mr. Olinga arose and embraced 
each one warmly and was visibly moved. 

Sincerity Impresses Interviewers 
Many photos were taken during Mr. Olinga's visit to 

Sao Paulo. Three interviews were made, two of which 
resulted in illustrated articles in leading newspapers. 
During the third interview. for a chain of illustrated 
magazines. he so endeared himself to the director that 

r 
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they conversed for more than two hours. They parted, 
embracing and kissing as though friends of long stand~ 
mg, each promising to write to the other. That is the 
effect our dear Hand of the Cause had upon us all. 

In Porto Alegre, Mr. Olinga's visit had been an· 
no~ced previously by three newspapers, two radio 
stabons, and on the local television. He was met at the 
airport by almost the whole Community of Porto Ale· 
gre, by the Baha'is of Sapiranga and Esteio, by the 
representatives of two Athletic Clubs composed mostly 
of colored people (who had become fast friends of the 
Baha'is), and among them mingled military and air
port personnel - all in the salon for the reception of 
important visitors, 

A Climactic Meeting 
That night there was a happy meeting with the 

friends. On the next day. a morning session with the 
twelve youths of Porto Alegre, a luncheon with the 
friends and interested contacts, and a beautiful gather. 
ing in a nearby park where official photographs were 
taken. All of this was in preparation for a climactic 
meeting that night at a festive celebration of Mother's 
Day at the Sociedade Floresta.Aurora, the athletic club 
of the colored friends to which he had been invited as 
the Guest of Honor. 

He was taken from group to group until he had 
conversed with them all, and then was asked to address 
them from the platform. He was presented by Dr. AIceu 
Collares, one of the outstanding directors of a neighbor
ing Athletic Club and a city councilman of Porto 
Alegre, who spoke about the harmony which existed 
among them, concluding: "We are all flowers of the 
same garden." Mr. Olinga, visibly moved, spoke of the 
great affectiOn which Africa has for Brazilians, and 
gave loving messages from many tribes to their broth
ers in Brazil. Then, indicating his wish to embrace each 
person presentl he turned instead and gave a most 
loving embrace to the Councilman who had presented 
him, and covered his face with kisses, leaving that 
gentleman with tears streaming down his face. Every~ 
one present was touched to tears, and Mr. Olinga, him~ 
selft hurried from the auditorium to contain his emo
tions. 

The next day, MondaYt was just as busy and momen· 
taus as the previous day had been. The morning papers 
and two radio stations had already given notice of the 
visit of this illustrious Baha'i, relating it to the Baha'j 
world teaching activity in cooperation with the United 
Nations International Education Year. 

During the morning, Mr. Olinga was taken to visit the 
Baha"i School in the neighboring city of Gravatai. There 
he was greeted by about fifty children, their director and 
three teachers, besides some members of the local Com
munity. The children sang the National Anthem and two 
Baha'i songs, and were rewarded by the loving message 
of the beloved Hand, each receiving an embrace and a 
handful of candies. 

Audience at State Legislature 
After lunch with the friends, the afternoon activities 

began with an interview at the newspaper, Zero Hour. 
Their reporter became so intrigued with the Baha'i 
Teachings that he kept Mr. Olinga for more than an 
hour. From there Mr, Olinga was taken to the State 

'-'-- -.'-
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Hand of the Cause Enoch. Olinga seated with the "mother 01 
the Baha'is of South. America/' Mrs. LeonoTa Armstrong at th.e 
meeting of sixty friends jrom the Great Sao Paulo aT~a. 

Legislature where he was received with special cordial· 
ity in an official audience by the President of that body, 
Dr. Otavio Germano. This meeting was filmed and later 
projected, with comments of eulogy for the Baha'i 
Faith by the local television stations. 

Then the beloved Hand of the Cause was taken to the 
City Council chamber, where he had been invited to 
speak to the entire body of Councilmen, but because his 
arrival had been delayed and the hour was late, only 
SIX members remained. Among them was the President 
of the Council, Dr. Aliosio Filho, and Dr. Alceu Col
lares, whom Mr. OHnga had met on the previous day t 
and who conversed with him cordially about Africa 
and about the influence of the Negro culture upon the 
Brazilian population and the bonds of affection that 
unite the many races of this people. There still remain
ed time for a quick visit to the newspaper, Correio do 
Povo, which published an illustrated article of the visit 
on the following day. 

After dinner, Mr. Olinga, accompanied by the Ba
ha'is of Porto Alegre, went to the Club rooms that had 
been prepared for the public meeting. The table in front 
had been reserved for prominent persons who, with the 
beloved Hand of the Cause, were presented to the two 
hundred persons present. After some musical numbers 
the chairman of the meeting, Mr. Rangvald Taetz, ~ 
member of the National Spiritual Assembly of Brazil, 
called upon the various personalities for a few words 
eachl and finally invited our illustrious visitor to speak. 

In his inimitable way, Mr. Olinga, noting that the 
majority of those present were of African origin, spoke 
principally of the conditions of life in Africa, of the 
traditional affection of the African peoples for the 
Brazilians, and then taught his hearers some pictur
esque words of loving greeting in Swahili: jaimb6; 
harambe; and quaheri. Baha'i pamphlets, along with 
refreshments, were distributed by the Baha'is to those 
present, and many asked for and received the autograph 
of their distinguished guest. This. meeting will be fol
lowed very soon by an invitation to this gracious. and 
receptive audience to a meeting in which the Teachings 
of the Faith will be explained by the BaM'is of Porto 
Alegre. 

It was a bitter-sweet parting the next morning for the 
Baha'is as the beloved Hand of the Cause flew onward 
to Paraguay, but this visit to Brazil by Mr. Olinga 
would not be forgotten. 

- Mrs. Muriel Miessler 

T 
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The Na.tional Spiritual Assembly of the Bana/is of India. Left 
to Tight: D1', (MTS.) Perin Olyai; P. N. Mish1'a; R. S, Tripathi; 
Dr. K. K. BhaTguva. vice-ch.airman; Dr, H. M. Munje, cha.ir
man; K. H. Vajdi, treastLre'l'; R. N. Shah, secretary; Sohrab 
Olyai; Dr. (MTS.) T. K. Vajdi. 

Delegate" and friends attending the 41st Bah..Q." Convention at the Natw1Ull HeadqtuETteTS', New Delhi. India. ~riL 27-29. 

5 
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Bahd'is of Shola.pur Area gathend in a teaching etass con
ducted b1l p, N. MiBhTa (h.alding Greatest Name). a membn 
of the National Spiritual Assemblll of India. 

The National Spi-ritual Assembly Of the BaM'is of Costa Rica. 
Left to Tight: (seated) Jose Alberto Arenas, treasurer; Miss 
Badri Djazalleri,' Mrs. Helen L. de Molina, vice-chairman; 
Mrs. Rosy Vodanovil, se'creta-ry; 1. Antonio Soto G., 1'e"cording 
secretary; (standing) Jose F. Baltodano; OuUlerfflo Crespo; 
Samuel Garcia; Salomon Escalante, chai'l"fflan. 
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Bana'i you.th at Qu;arat in one oj tile deepening claue.s at 
Baroda, with Auxiliary Board member A. S, Furudi and K. H. 
Vajdi, member of the National Spiritual Assembly (standing 
fou.rth and seventh from left). 

Ddegates to the Annual Convention of Costa Rica, with Continental Board Of Coun.selloT, 
member. Mrs. Carmen de Buralato. 
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A group of Ba.M.'" youth attendi.ng the Winter School in WG:n.ganui~ New Zealand. Mall 
30-31. 

New Zealand 
Things are happening in New Zealand! The Baha'i 

youth are using methods for teaching the Faith which 
would have been regarded as unsuitable for this rather 
conservative country only a few years ago. 

Recently, Winsome Kinraid, Roger Edwards. and Ian 
Cookson used a "teachmobileu on their teaching trip to 
Hawkes Bay_ Howard Harwood, a member of the 
Continental Board of Counsellors who was visiting 
Hawkes Bay at the time, was very impressed by their 
effort. Winsome took charge of the firesides as the two 
boys transported young inquirers from the streets of 
Napier to the home of Baha'i friends, Ian and Valerie 
Wilson. 

The friends throughout the North and South Islands of 
New Zealand are looking forward to further invasions 
by young B aha 'is in the near future. 

Sweden 

Ninfh National Convention of Swe~ 
den at Ri(lvdn 1910. 

Wanganui Winter School 
Thirty-live people attended the week-end Winter 

School in Wanganui on May 30 and 31, coming from 
Napier, Hastings, Wellington, and Auckland. Quite a 
number of youth traveled down from Auckland in a 
truck. To nstir up" Wanganui, the truck and several 
private cars., bearing huge "Baha'i Faith" stickers 
traveled around the city, stopping to answer question~ 
of passers~by and to invite them to attend the Saturday 
evening social. 

When the youth started a ball game on the Keith 
Street School playground, resident Maoris noticed "the 
happy bunch of people, and wanted to know what was 
going OD. Of course they were enlightened." 

The week~end activities resulted in an inquiry from 
the local paper, a Methodist minister mentioned Baha'i 
in his serm.on, literature was given out, and several 
young MaorI men. came in for a cup of tea and inquiry~ 
The Saturday nIght social consisted, in part, of a 
playlet and sketch contributed by the friends from 
Wanganui and original Baha'i "folk" songs by the 
friends from Hastings. 

r 
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First National Spiritual AssemMy oj the Samoa. Islands. Left to right: Mrs. Lilian 
'AM'i, chairman; Bob Patterson, tTeasurer; Mrs. Mary Tuataga. secretary; Stone Malifa, 
vice-chairman; FeU Maiava; Mrs. Marina Nomeneta; MTS. Lina Kava; Ale Ate; Mrs. 
Greta Lake. 

First National Convention 
Samoa 

On Friday morning, April 24, another chapter began 
in the history of the Baha'i Faith with the convening of 
a two-day, First Annual Convention of the Baha'is of 
Samoa in Apia, Western Samoa. 

Hand of the Cause of God Collis Featherstone, Conti~ 
nental Board of Counsellors member Suhayl 'AUl'i, 
Auxiliary Board member Niu Tuataga, the nine dele
gates and over fifty believers, including newly arrived 
pioneers from Australia and Canada, gathered in the 
attractive 1:Ia?-iratu'l-Quds of these lovely tropical Is
lands to participate in the excitement and joy of elect
ing the first National Spiritual Assembly of Samoa, 
Key speakers inspired the consultation and discussion 
during the morning, after which the election was held, 
In the evening. a very successful public meeting was 
held with over one hundred non-Baha'is present. 

Saturday morning the new National Spjritual Assem
bly of Samoa, which includes members from both 
American and Western Samoa, was introduced to the 
friends. Everyone present was aware of the bounties 
being bestowed as well as the challenges that lay 

ahead_ Consultation and discussion continued the rest 
of the day_ 

Saturday evening was an informal occasion with the 
presentation of many lovely gifts to the new National 
Spiritual Assembly and the receipt of over fifty letters 
and telegrams from all over the world, followed by an 
armchair chat with Hand of the Cause Collis Feather
s tone and Mr, 'Ala'i. This was a j ayous closing of this 
historic occasion in Samoa. To commemorate the 
uniqueness of the event, Hand of the Cause Mr. Feath
erstone planted three trees in the beautiful grounds of 
the I:Ia~iratu'I-Quds, 

A teaching conference was held on Sunday? April 26, 
when the believers were called upon to discuss ways 
and means of fulfilling the goals of the Nine Year Plan. 
Many wonderful ideas and pledges of service were 
given by both adults and youth_ The climax of this free· 
flowing and exciting session was reached with the offer 
of the first Samoan family to pioneer to the Gilbert and 
Ellice Islands. These were three truly overwhelming 
days of Baha'i firsts, Baha'i love, and Baha'i joy! 

Fint National Convention of the Samoan Island3' in front of the 8'~Tatu'I-Q'Uds, Apia, 
WeSh!'Tn Samoa, Hand of the Cause oj God Conis Featherstone is second from right. 
neaT GTeatest Name, 
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Fint Teachi.ng Conference of New Hebrides and New Caledonia. beUevers, Mati 15-17. at 
the NUT Baha'i School. POTt Vita, New Hebrides Islands. Hand of the Cause oj God 
Conis Fe4the1'Stone. standing at left end of second TOW. 

Boom of CoumeUor.s member Sunayl • Ala'" add-resaing the 
~ ;n the presence of Hand of the Cause Conis Feather
slOne, 

Some 01 the 14dies participating in the Samoa Convention
and friend>, 

Mr. Koukioo and M-rs. Failuga., both. Nine 
Islandns. attended the Convention at 
Nuku'aloja, Tonga Island. The Nine Is
lands aTe near Tonga, but aTe not at
tached to any Nationa~ Assembly. 

, 
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Seventh Annual National Convention 0/ the' BaM'is of the Hawaiian Islands, held at the 
National ~(1;?:iTatu'I-Quds in Honolu.tu, April 25-26. 

---------,---,------------,----------,-------,-----,.--.--•. -.~---,---------

(Jerman,! 

The National SpiTitual Assembly of the BaM'is (}j Gennan1l. 
Left to right: (sitting) Bozorg Hemmati; Otto HiifneT~ 'treas
urer; MTS. Annemarie K1'uger, secTetaTlI; Rene SteineT; Df', 
F"Th:a.d Sobhani; (standing) Peter Miihl3chlegel; Saed Mo
tamed; Helmut Sch.midt; Huschmand Sab£t. 

National Convention of the BaM'is of GeTmany, April 25-26, in FTankjuTt am Main. Among the guelts JOT the Conventkm: Hand 
01 the Cawe 01 God 'Alt AkbaT Funitan and Mis's Linda MarshaU. an American actress. 
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GREET REPRESENTATIVES VIBRANT ARMY BAHA'I 
YOUTH UNITED STATES GATHERED NATIONAL CON. 
FERENCE BLESSED INSPIRING PRESENCE PARTICIPA. 
TlON BELOVED AMATU'L·BAHA. GROWING EFFECT· 
IVENESS BAHA'I YOUTH EVIDENCED RISING TIDE 
ENROLLMENTS AND EAGERNESS STUDY EXEMPLIFY 
TEACHINGS FAITH EVERY ASPECT LIVES SHOULDER 
RESPONSIBILITIES PLAN HOME ABROAD SOURCE JOY 
HOUSE JUSTICE AND INSPIRATION FOLLOWERS 
BAHA'U'LLAH THROUGHOUT WORLD. FERVENTLY 
PRAYING LORD HOSTS WILL BOUNTIFULLY REIN· 
FORCE EVERY EFFORT AMERICAN BAHA'I YOUTH 
ACHIEVE GLORIOUS VICTORIES FIVE YEAR PLAN SO 
AU DACIOUSL Y ADOPTED 1968 SETIING SHINING 
EXAMPLE MAKING OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION 
COMPLETION WORLDWIDE NINE YEAR PLAN PRO. 
CLAIM CAUSE GOD DEEPLY SUFFERING MANKIND. 
June II. 19'70 -UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

At the second National Baha'i Youth Conference, held 
in Evanston, Illinois, on June 19-21, Amatu'l-Baha 
Rul}.iyyih Khanum spoke to over two thousand Baha'i 
youth assembled in Evanston Township High School. 
This was the largest gathering of Baha'i youth ever held 
in the Northern Hemisphere. As she spoke to them, 
they were impressed by her keen insight into the 
workings of the modern world, and they were encour· 
aged by her Sincere empathy for the youth as they 
struggle with the terrible pressures of our present 
society. 

In the hours that followed, she illuminated the most 
preSSing questions and problems of the Baha'i youth. 
Her knowledge of the Writings, her lightheartedness, 
and her beautiful logic worked together to weave a 
spiritual spell which captured the hearts of all those 
fortunate enough to hear her. 

RUJ:tiyyih Khcinum opened by extending to the youth 
the love of the Universal House of Justice and of many 
of the people she had met around the world. 

Exploit Youthful Feelings 
She told the youth that the only difference between 

youth and older people is that youth have the feeling 
that they can do anything. They should exploit this 
feeling and this time of life when they have freedom of 
choice in picking future occupations and life plans, for 
they will not be youth forever. They will become older 
and settled, and they will have lost their choices, 

Rul;liyyih Khanum told the assembled group that the 
Baha'i laws of morality and chastity were not only for 
the youth, but were for all of mankind. She said that 
because of the extreme energy of the young people it 
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Hand of the Ca.use of God Amatu'f-Bahci Runflillih ,KtLdnum. 

was necessary to channel all this enthusiasm into the 
proper framework of endeavor. 

She said that Baha'is regard sex as a perfectly 
normal activity in the proper setting, which is mar
riage, Baha'u'llah's Teachings, she added, affirm that 
the family is the basic building block of society; and 
that a loving, accepting, and inclusive atmosphere was 
essential to family solidarity. 

Recounting a story of her experience in tribal viI· 
lages when the ground in front of the Baha'i speaker 
was "paved with children," she said she was amazed 
when they sat in absolute silence and stillness. The 
reason was that they were in their proper place as 
members of the tribe, and would not do anything to lose 
it. They wanted to do those things which were expected 
of them by the loving tribal family. The village was not 
divided into age groups - they were all united as "the 
family, the village, the tribe, the people!" Since West. 
ern civilization doesn't support this type of family, 
socially or economically, she believes that Western 
society is as far from the World Order of Baha'u'llah as 
one can get. 

She was appalled at the violence, ruthless brutality, 
indifference to human suffering, materialism, and dis· 
honesty which prevail in our SOCiety, adding that only 
by judging everything by the standards of the Divine 
Civilization brought by Baha 'u'Uah could a person hope 
to overcome the constant bombardment of conflicting 
information and belief. 

Rul)iyyih Khanum stressed the need for the American 
community to appreciate the unique value of the Divine 
Laws of Baha'u'lllih, FOr example, the crime of arson 
is equated with murder by Baha'u'llah. The need for 
laws, she said, is to support society. The Laws of 



Baha'u'llah are the Ustrong bones" which will give the 
New World Order substance. Further, the Baha'i youth 
must know and te'ach this and give the example, and 
help build these bones in the World Order, 

The dire need for the New World Order is why we 
must not be diverted to other crusades and organiza· 
tions, no matter how moral. Only the spiritual teach
ings of Baha'u'llah will heal the fundamental spiritual 
sickness in our world, and if the Baha'is aren't busy 
spreading the cure, then the basic cause of all the 
wrongs in the world will never be changed. 

Modesty - Our Standard 
She stated that modesty, not prudery. is our stan· 

dard. As regards dress, moderation is enjoined - not 

conformity. Clothes do not make a Baha'i. When pia. 
neering, she commented, it is not a good idea to dress 
in a manner which will be as a test to those whom we 
are attempting to attract to the Faith. 

The youth responded with enthusiastic approbation at 
her remarks because of the understanding and com· 
plete lack of cultural bias that she displayed, She 
illustrated how styles in one part of the world are 
opposite in meaning in other places. Dress properly for 
the place you are going to, she said, and in relation to 
your own cultural background. An example is that 
while a Baha'i pioneer should not dress in a business 
suit in the jungle, neither should he go naked. The 
golden mean, or moderation and common sense, should 
be used to decide on dress. 



Thrift, Courtesy, Reverence 
She spoke at length on the qualities that should 

distinguish a Baha'i - among these were thrift, courte
sy, and reverence. 

Thrift is enjoined by Baha'u'llah, and she pointed out 
how far away our present "throwaway" culture is 
from that goal. Even though it does not directly help 
the starving people in the world to not waste food; thrift 
is in obedience to a spiritual law. She felt that Ameri
ca's thoughtless extravagance is displeasing in the 
sight of God; that something was all wrong in western 
civilization; that it was certainly not Baha'i civiliza
tion. 

Another teaching of Baha'u'lhih is courtesy. RiIJ:>iyyih 
Khimum pointed out to us "that primitive people are 

extraordinarily courteous, polite, and cultivated," and 
that that is a very inexpensive way for a Baha'i to be 
distinguished, 

She cited reverence toward God and His religion as a 
recognition of the deep privilege we have of being able 
to approach Baha'u'llah and to pray and commune 
with Him. 

An example of this reverence was found in the South 
American Indians. While the Indian custom is to al· 
ways wear a hat, in or out of doors, they always 
remove their hats as a sign of reverence, when pray· 
ing, saying the name of Baha'u'llah, or Singing a song 
with the name of Baha'u'llah in it. 

Riil:Iiyyih Khimum was impressed with the sterling 
character of Baha'i youth and recounted a tale of a 
young and very poor Baha'i architect who refused a 
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very large commission because it was to design three 
beer factories. 

She also told a beautiful story of a fifteen~year-old 
Baha'i school boy in England who refused to eat during 
the Fast even though he had to go to the dining room 
and sit with all the other boys. And how the social 
pressure of being different in a very conservative 
atmosphere was not enough to shake this lad's deter
mination to obey Baha'u'llah. 

It was a great bounty I she felt, to be able to go 
pioneering at the "dawn of the era of mass conver
sion." She recited IAbdu'I-Baha's plea to be allowed to 
travel "on foot and with the utmost poverty I and while 
passing through the cities, villages, mountains. deserts 
and oceans, cry at the top of my voice ·ya-Baha'u'l
Abhal' and promote the divine teachings." She said 
that we are to go in place of the Master; we are to 
"arise and foHow in His footsteps." 

She defines "Pioneer" 
A pioneer is one who regards evey foreign land as a 

homeland, she said, and that the commitment to the 
people of the land where you go must be complete. You 
must learn their language and have a useful occupa~ 
tion. Above all. be a peacemaker. A pioneer must carry 
the essence of the spirit of the Faith by producing unity 
and harmony in the community where he goes. 

She believes that inharfflony is a cause of the world's 
physical and mental sickness. She said she would 
rather drive her Land-Rover twelve hours across the 
125 degree desert than spend a few hours in a commu
nity where there was disharmony. 

The Baha'i youth of today, she emphasized, must 
become the strong points which will hold together the 
great masses of new believers. .IThe youth are more 
than qualified to do this." 

Concerning tests, Ru.:Q.iyyih Khanum quoted MulJ.am
mad in saying that God tests His servants in five areas: 
by hunger, children, illness, death, and money. Each of 
these, she said, must be overcome if we are to be 
effective followers of the Teachings of Baha 'u'llah. She 
told several beautiful stories to illustrate the purity of 
heart of Baha'IS who had been tested in these ways and 
who had remained unshaken in their belief and love for 
Baha 'u'llah. 

Our Brother, the Guardian 
At the last hour of her presentations to the Youth 

Conference, Ru.1).iyyih Khanum spoke about our true 
brother, Shoghi Effendi, Guardian of the Cause of God. 
She evidenced the most deeply felt respect and love for 
this remarkable Sign of God on earth. She was im
pressed with his knowledge, his infinite capacity for 
persevering work, and his precise use of the English 
language. She wished that all the American Baha'is 
would gain proficiency in their native tongue. 

She told how Shoghi Effendi had labored for two 
years in writing God Passes By. He spent one year in 
research and one year in writing from copious notes. 
He then typed the manuscript himself on a tiny port~ 
able typewriter; and he and Rul;tiyyih Khimum had 
added the accent marks to the six copies by hand. 

Shoghi Effendi had told her that it was a person's 
duty to practice love and kindness and forgiveness to 
otilers, and only the institutions of the Faith were to 
administer justice. 

AUGUST 1970 

In answer to a question concerning what had made 
Shag-hi Effendi happy, she said that the success of the 
Faith had made him very happy. Her only wish was 
that the young people of today would do mare than the 
Baha'is of her generation in the way of spreading the 
Teachings to the people of the planet. 

RUQ.iyyih Khfmum; from the moment she entered the 
huge auditorium, received the complete attention of the 
youth and was tendered their greatest respect. Such a 
display of courtesy and love bespoke of a devotion to 
the Cause of God which would seem to ensure the 
success of the rest of the Five Year Youth Plan. 

Things Left Undone 
The last part of her final talk was directed toward the 

youth and their duty to the Faith. She explained "hell" 
as contemplation of the things you left undone because 
of laziness, selfishness, or not seizing a chance. She said 
that the old world is falling, and the masses are 
waiting. She asked us not to "fiddle while Rome 
bums." 

She exhorted the youth of today to be "followers in 
the footsteps of the Da'Wll-Breakers"; that 'Iwe have to 
attain that degree of consecration, devotion, and con
viction in our hearts." In leaving, Ru.:Q.iyyih Khanum 
charged the American Baha'i youth to "arise and 
really be a new generation of Baha'is." 

The Evanston Township High School, one of the 
largest high schools in the nation, was the site of the 
largest National Youth Conference yet held. Over two 
thousand Baha'i youth from every state, and from 
some twenty foreign nations, attended the three~day 
Conference held June 19-21 in Evanston, Illinois. 

The Conference was opened by the National Spiritual 
Assembly. The Universal House of Justice sent a spe~ 

cial letter to the Conference. The National Teaching 
Committee's Office of youth and Student Activities 
reported on the progress of the Five Year Youth Pro~ 
gram. Following this, the Conference heard Hand of the 
Cause of God Amatu'l-Baha Rul;tiyyih Khfmum speak 
on, "What Should be the Role of Baha'i Youth in 
Today's World." 

On Friday evening the youth were divided into 
workshops of twentywfive each, with each workshop in 
turn divided into three subject areas: Campus Teach· 
ing; Proc1amation; and Baha'i Behavior - Marriage, 
Family. and You. 

On Saturday morning the Conference again heard 
from Hand of the Cause Ru:Q.iyyih Khanum. She spoke 
on, "The Call to Pioneer." After lunch. Dr. Daniel 
Jordan, vice·chairman of the National Spiritual As· 
sembly. spoke on, "The Third Field of Service
Trades and Professions." 

Saturday afternoon was devoted to the Pioneer and 
Trade Fair. The Fair occupied two large rooms at the 
Evanston School. Since one of the purposes of the 
Conference was to promote pioneering both at home 
and abroad, the Fair provided the background informa· 
tion for those wishing to pioneer. One room contained 
exhibits, by some twenty State Goals Committees, that 
disseminated information on their areas and their 
needs for home front pioneers to fill their goals. In 
another room, the International Goals Committee had 
exhibits and information on foreign pioneering. 

I 
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There were also exhibits by the Department of Agri
culture, the Public Health Service, and from the Uni
versity of Massachusetts. These exhibits and informa
tion booths were designed to provide youth with infor
mation on trades and professions that would be most 
useful to know if one is going to pioneer in the future. 

Devotional Program on Martyrdom 
Saturday evening all of the youth attended a devo

tional program at the House of Worship in Wilmette, 
held in commemoration of the Centenary of the Martyr
dom of the Purest Branch. 

Prior to attending these devotions, the youth heard 
Mr. Jack McCants, a member of the National Spiritual 
AssemblYt speak on, "The Significance of the Martyr
dom of the Purest Branch.1t The devotional program, 
which was held twice to accommodate the large num
bers of youth, was prepared and presented by the 
Continental Board of Counsellors. 

On Sunday morning, Hand of the Cause Rul).iyyih 
Khanum spoke on, "The Guardian." Following her 
talk, the Deep South Committee gave a presentation on 
mass teaching and deepening. The Conference was 
closed on Sunday afternoon by members of the Nation
al Spiritual Assembly, including the Chairman, Dr. 
Firuz Kazemzadeh; the Secretary, Me. Glenford 
Mitchel!; and the Treasurer, Dr. Dwight Allen. The 
Assembly gave the youth new goals for the remaining 
years of the Nine Year Plan. 

Goals of the Youth Program 
The central focus of the second National Baha'i 

Youth Conference was the Five Year Youth Program. 
This program, a subsidiary of the Nine Year Plan, was 
given to the Baha'i youth by the National Spiritual 
Assembly on August 31, 1968. Since the birth of the 
program, unique in the history of American Baha'i 
youth activities, had taken place at the first National 
Baha'i Youth Conference in June 1968, it was fitting 
that the second Conference should pay enthusiastic 
tribute to the progress made and dedicate the youth to 
winning not only the remaining goals of the program, 
but the supplementary goals given at the close of this 
June's conference. 

The major goal victories WOn so far are: 
(1) Of the twenty·five foreign pioneer goals assigned 

to youth, all had been filled by March 1970. 
(2) A doubling by Ric;lvim 1913 of the number of Ba

ha'i college clubs, from 61 to 122, with at least one in 
every state. As of July 6, 1970, there were 134 college 
clubs, and only seven state;; were without a club. 

(3) Special service projects directed toward minority 
teaching were to be established. On the day (June 22) 
following the Conference, fifteen projects staffed by 
youth, supervised and sponsored by local Spiritual As
semblies and State Goals Committees, and co-ordinated 
by the National Teaching Committee's Office of Youth 
and Student Activities, were launched to major minor
ity areas in the South, Southwest, and Northwest. 
Numerous other projects have been launched at the 
local level. Indicative of the success of these projects is 
the twenty·three declarations reported in Waggoner, 
Oklahoma (heart of the Cherokee Indian country) in 
the first week of the project sponsored by the Spiritual 
Assembly of Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
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The National Spiritual Assembly has challenged the 
youth to attain yet higher levels of service, including an 
additional twenty·five youth pioneers to foreign goals. 

One oj the foreign goals exhibits at th.e Pioneer and Trade 
Fair. 

Wilmette Baha'IS Hold Festival 

The soul·stirring melodies heard at the Baha'i Music 
Festival on Sunday, June 21, and sponsored by the 
Wilmette Baha'i CommlUlity, did indeed cause the 
hearts of the listeners to become tumultuous and rise 
towards the Kingdom of Abha. The Festival provided a 
joyous culmination for the National Baha'i Youth Con
ference. 

Among the many talented Baha'i performers: Seales 
and Crofts and Wednesday's Chi1dren, two recording 
groups from California. 

Over eleven hundred were present, and a large 
portion of these were non-Baha'i. One indication of the 
Festival's success was the great interest in the Faith 
generated by the enthusiastic youth, both entertainers 
and audience. 

Having so recently heard the call to pioneer from 
Amatu'l-BaM Rul).iyyih KMnum, these youth started 
their teaching right there at the Festival. This resulted 
in about twenty youth embracing the Faith of Baha'u'l
lah at that moment; and many others are now attend
ing firesides, with declarations still coming in. 

Youth attending the Conference were housed at the 
Y.M.C.A. Hotel in downtown Chicago, at Barat and 
Lake Forest Colleges in Lake Forest, Illinois, and at 
homes in Chicago's North Shore area. A fleet of buses 
transported the youth to and from their hOUSing, and to 
the House of Worship for devotional programs. 

The Conference was also filmed by Kiva Films of 
New York City as part of a new youth proclamation 
film that is being made by that company for the 
National Spiritual Assembly. The company has made 
films for the Emmy award·winning television series. 
"Sesame Street." 
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panama 

This Community is in the process of building" House 
of Worship. Its completion is a goal of the Nine 
Year Plan. 

The N ati-ona t Spiritual Assemb III of the Baha'is of the Rl!pUblic 
oj Panama. Left to right: (back TOW) Harru Huve: CirUo 
Sanchez; Fred Ber€st, vice-chaiTfPULn; Arthu.r Krum7rn!U, treas
urer; (front TOW) Haquel de Constante, chairman; Elsa Camp
ben; Leota Lockman, secretary: Lucy BereBt; and FemaUne 
Fennell, recording secretaTll. 

____ ~'_I __ ' __ I_,I ___ ,_I_'_I_'_I_' ____ ---- -- -

The National Baha'i Convention, Suraoaja, Indonesia, ApriL 
25-26. Th.e photo was taken in front Of the .{ia;iratu'I-Quds. 

A 'View of part of the National Convention in Indone.rio. 

A Bahti'i Conference in Jogja. Indonesia, on March 28. 
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Laos 
The fourth National Convention of Laos was held 

April 27,28, and all delegates present volunteered to 
teach the Faith to their neighboring villages, answering 
the call for universal participation in teaching the 
beloved Cause. Mr. IS._hudaral;'lm Payman, a member of 
the Continental Board of Counsellors for Southeast 
Asia, was present and consulted with the National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

By God's grace the Faith is fast growing up in Laos. 
As of Ric;lvan the total number of local spiritual assem
blies had reached twenty-two, with the number of 
localities at forty.eight. 

The Puthai's are the first refugee (minority) to come 
into the Faith in the Savannakhet area. They come 
from the war-stricken province of Muong Phine~ east of 
Savannakhet, close to the border of South Vietnam. 
Pamphlets and Baha'i calendars in the Lao language 
were welcomed by these pure and enthusiastic souls. 

The first attempt at showing the slides [apparently 
sent from the World Center] proved to be a success. A 
large crowd of adults and youths, in a village ten 
kilometers northeast of Vientiane, were overwhelmed 
to see for the first time the great differences of race 
among Baha'is all over the WOrld, and also especially 
to see its ma.ssive temples. 

An intense visual aid program for teaching and 
deepening is in progress. 

Friends attending the fourth National Convention in Vientiane, 
Laos. 
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MembeTs of the fourth NationaL Spiritual Assembly of Laos. 
Left to right: (seated) Mr. F. Faridwn; Mr. Bouph.ann, trice
chaiTman; Mrs. C. Faridian; Mr. Sh.ong Lenf}; Mr. F. Auhdacy
ad; (standing) Mr. F. Yagonagi.. secTeta?'lI; MT. F. S. Antipolo. 
chairman; Mr. D. Saa.sati; Mr. F. Missaghmn. 

Couples f)f the Meo Sahd'{S-hiH tribes lTom the -north of Laos. 

--------~---,-,-,-,-,-"--"-,--,-,--"--,.--.--,-~,--------,-, -,,-
Guatemala's 
Tenth Convention 

The Baha'is of Guatemala were richly blessed by the 
presence of Dr. Hedi Ahmadiyeht Auxiliary Board 
member and representative of the Continental Board of 
Counsellors, at our Tenth Annual Convention. 

Dr. Ahmadiyeh was very forceful and inspirational. 
He helped the delegates make what they called "Plan 
Victoria," which will be the means of attaining our 

goals. After the Convention he traveled about one 
thousand kilometers in the country, teaching and win· 
ning well over a hundred new souls to the family of 
Baha'u'lbih. He has promised to return in July, and 
again sometime during the year, to give uS much 
needed encouragement and to evaluate our teaching 
methods and plans. We are most thankful for his fund 
of knowledge and spirit. 
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Tenth Annual Baha'i Convention. April 30-May Z. Cochabamba~ Bolivia, 

The Nationat Spiritual Auembly of Bolivia. 1970-71. Left to 
right: (.st4nding) AndTe3' Jachakano, Auxiliary Board mem
beT; Maa'ud KhamBi, Continental BoaTd of CounseUors 
membeT'; Miguel Diez, chairman; Isidro JachakoUo; Car
me!a JachalroUo; Reginald Baskin, secretary; Prudencio 
Pefia; Manucher Shom, AuxiliaT\l Board member; (in front) 
Dr. E. Ouladi, vice-chairman; E. Rezvani, treasurer; Mario 
Bravo; Sabino OTtega. 

Some of Bolivia's native traveling teacher.s. 

( 

Pioneer.s to Bolivia from the United States, PeTsia, Ger
many. and HoHand. with. native pioneer.3. Left to right: 
(standing) Gregorio Yanque, Douglas Jones, Eli Rervani, 
Sabino Ortega, Manucher Shoat, Reginald Baskin, John 
Caruana, Ronald Mease, Carmela JachakoUo, Jame.s Ingra.
ham, Arnold Zonneve~d, Cynthia Lane, PhiHip Lane, Bever!y 
Bennett, St€ve GilbeTt, Steve pulley, Ellen Sims, Dr. E. 
Ouladi; (in front) bidro JachakoHo. Mario Bravo, E. Rez
vani, Richard Hutchins, Louise Jackson, Ursula. von Brunn. 
Gisela. Zonneve!d. Andres JachakoUo. Not shown: Shephen 
Rou. Dorothy Hansen, Valentin Quispe, Livia Barbero, AI. 
Cannon, Anthony Carter. 
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An International Conference 

Venezuela Colombia 
The first All Quajira Conference, sponsored by the 

Continental Board of Counsellors for South America, 
was held on May 16 and 17 in Los Mochas, Venezuela. 
Nearly two hundred enthusiastic believers from Vene
zuela and Colombia met to celebrate the magnificent 
victories already won in the Guajira and to rededicate 
themselves to the conquest of all the 80,000 Guajiro 
Indians for the Cause of Bahau'llah. Among those 
attending were two members of the Continental Board 
of Counsellors, Athos Costas and Donald Witzel; two 
Auxiliary Board members, Habib Rezvani and Peter 
McLaren; eight members of the National Spiritual 
Assemblies of Colombia and Venezuela; and outstand· 
ing pioneers and traveling teachers from both coun· 
tries. 

The program, offered in both Guajiro and Spanish, 
included interesting talks on the development of the 
Faith throughout South America, with special attention 
to the bolivarian countries. There were also presenta· 
tions on the recent achievements in the Guajira area. 
Notable among these was the victory of 110 local 
assemblies elected in RiQ.vfm this year: 57 in Colombia: 
53 in Venezuela. 

One could note in the Conference a spirit of loving 
competition between the Baha'is of Colombia and those 
from Venezuela to see which would achieve the greatest 
victories for Baha'u'l1ah. One could also see signs of the 
very close collaboration which exists between the beliv· 
ers of these countries in the planning and execution of 
teaching and proclamation programs. A real model of 
international cooperation, the Colombo-Venezuelan 
Guajira Teaching Committee has organized the inter4 
change of traveling teachers, of pioneers, and of teach· 
ing materials. 

Los Mochas - The Dawning Point 
The place where the Conference was held was very 

appropriate. Because it was the first Baha'i community 
in the Venezuelan Guajira, Los Mochos might well be 
called the dawning point of the Light of Baha'u'llah for 
that region. As part of the program of the Conference, 
its new l;Ia~iratu'I·Quds was dedicated. 

It 

In many respects, Los Mochos serves as a model for 
other Baha'i communities. Its local Assembly? com
pletely indigenous, functions on its own without the aid 
of pioneers. That same Assembly organized the con
struction of its I:fa~fratu'l-Qudsj organized and operat~s 
a school for children, and undertook the establishment 
of the first Baha'i cemetery in the country. For all those 
present, the visit and prayers at the Baha'i cemetery of 
Los Mochos was one unforgettable aspect of the Can· 
ference. Another manifestation of the strength of this 
community is the fact that the Continental Board of 
Counsellors gave the Assembly complete responsibility 
for lodging and feeding the many participants in the 
Conference. 

On Saturday evening the friends enjoyed the typical 
Guajira dance and a slide program. Then, on Sunday 
at midday, the All Guajira Conference reached its 
emotional height when twenty believers volWlteered for 
travel teaching in Venezuela and twenty~one volunteer4 
ed for Colombia. The maturity and spiritual force of the 
Guajiro Baha'is, evident throughout the Conference, 
once again manifested itself with this outpouring of 
love for Baha'u'llah. It was very clear for all those 
present that with the new stimulus given to the teach~ 
ing effort by this Conference, the spiritual conquest of 
the entire Guajira could be achieved within a few short 
years. 

----~,-------,,--,--------,-~----,-,-,--,--"-"-,--,-,--,-,-,--,---

Baha"{ International 
News Service 

African Conference of Non·Governmental Organiza
tions: Representatives from seven National Spiritual 
Assemblies in Africa and from the Baha 'f International 
Community in New York were the largest delegation to 
the first African Conference of Non·Govemmental Or· 
ganizations held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, February 
17·21. Of the 104 Non·Governmental Organization dele· 
gates and observers attending - representing seventy
four organizations from twenty countries in Africa
ten were Baha'is; and two Baha'i representatives were 
the only participants from Mauritius and Swaziland. 

The Conference agenda dealt with problems of Afri
can economic and social development and the goals of 
the Second Development Decade (1971.1980), an ambi· 

tious UN program for raising the standard of living of 
all peoples through a partnership of the rich and poor 
nations. 

In New York Dr. de Araujo worked for several 
months on the small Advisory Committee that helped 
plan the Conference; while, in Addis Ababa, Mr. Tecle
mariam, a Baha'i, represented the National Spiritual 
Assembly of North East Africa on the Hospitality Com· 
mittee organized by the local Non·Governmental Or
ganizations. He also was chosen to be master of cere
monies, in English and French, for a very fine evening 
of Ethiopian folk dances and songs performed by an 
official troupe of the Ethiopian Ministry of Information. 

The Baha'is were praised for their efforts and de
pendability by the NGO liaison representative of the 
Ethiopian government and by other UN personnel. 

r 
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Africa 

Hand of the Cause of God Abtl'l-Qd.sim Faizi (center) with 
Auxiliary Board members Mrs. Adrienne Morgan and Jawad 
Mughrabi. 

First National Convention 
Central Africa 

During the week end of May 1-3, delegates and Baha'i 
friends from the widely separated Baha'i communities 
in the region gathered in Bangui, Central African 
Republic, to attend the historic first National Conven
tion of the Baha'is of Central Africa, comprising the 
territories of Central African Republict Tchad, Gabon, 
and Congo (Brazzaville). 

The friends from Tchad traveled two weary days in 
heat and dust to reach Bangui by bus, but they arrived 
safely, tired but happy, in time to enjoy a pre-Conven
tion deepening class given by our beloved Hand of the 
Cause of God Abu'l-Qasim Faizi. The delegates from 
Gabon found themselves on a chartered plane when 
their plane failed to make a scheduled connection. 
They managed to reach Bangui just in time for the 
Convention. 

The Convention opened with a moving chant in Persi
an by Hand of the Cause Mr. Faizi, representative of 
the Universal House of Justice. Then the proceedings 
began, eagerly followed by all present, almost all of 
Whom had much to contribute to the deliberations. 

The annual reports gave great encouragement to the 
believers present, who, fired by victories won in the last 

few months, later enthusiastically consulted on the 
goals of the Nine Year Plan given 10 the region by the 
Universa1 House of Justice. They discussed. the prob. 
lems of deepening and consolidation in the mass con. 
version area of Tchad; the importance of teaching 
children, youth, and women; the recognition of Baha'j 
Holy Days and Baha'i marriage; and the establishment 
of the remaining assemblies and localities needed in 
the Plan. 

The Faith has expanded rapidly in nearly all areas 
during the past year. Tchad reported sixty-three locali
ties at Ric.ivan and thirty-two 10cal Spiritua1 Assemblies 
elected. Gabon doubled the number of local Spiritual 
Assemb1ies from two to four, and Congo (Brazzaville) 
established seven local Spiritual Assemblies, five of them 
new, and one regained. The Central Mrican Republic 
reported a rapid increase in the number of declarations 
in provincial areas and five local Spiritual Assemblies. 

The Convention was privileged to have two Auxiliary 
Board members, Mrs. Adrienne Morgan (Protection) 
and Jawad Mughrabi (Propagation), who represented 
the Continental Board of Counsellors for Central and 
East Africa. 

Fined with inspiration and new enthusiasm and hay· 
ing successfully elected their first National Spiritual 
Assembly and conducted their first National Conven
tion, the delegates and friends returned to their com
munities with fresh reso1ve and dedication to achieve 
the go als of the Faith for their own countries. 

Baha'is of AceTa, Ghana, welcome Hand Of the Ca1Ue of God 
Abic'[-Qcisim Faizi. Seated in the centeT, /Tont, is M-rlI'. Eulalia 
Bobo, who is travel teaching in West Africa. In second TOW: 
Mrs. Stephanie Troxel, Ni.gerian pioneer, and MTS. Genlldine 
AnkTah. Ghana pioneer, second and fourth from the left. In 
third row, standing: Hand of the Cause MT. Faizi and Sterlmg 
Glenn, Ghana pioneerl second and rixth from the lett; and 
Sam Lynch. Ghana. pioneer. UPPE!'T Tight corner. 
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The first Nati.ona~ Spiritual Assembly oj the Baha'is of Rho
desia. Left to right: (seated) WiHiam Masehi.a, AuxiUary 
Board member; Mrs. Helen Hope, secretary; Mrs, Esther 
Glauder. treasurer; Mrs. Iran SohaHi: MrS'. Baniyyih Ford, 
Continental Board of Counse![oTs member (representing the 
Universal House of Justice); (standing) John Sargent, Sr.; 
Leonard Chi-posi, chairman; Ernest Glauder; Amos Zauyama
kando, vice-chairman; Roger Cole; Dale Allen. 

The National Convention oj Nigeria was held 
in Calabar. It was the fiTst time since 1967 
that theTe was a National Convention, and 
the friends wue thrH!ed with the creation 
of their new National Spiritua~ Assembly. At 
the far right is Continental Board of Coun
seUors member WiHiam Maxu.'eH, representa
tive of the Universal House of Justice at the 
Convention. 

ZI 

First National Spiritual As.sembly of the Bahd'is of Nigeria. 
(Nigeria was formerly part of the National Spiritual Assembly 
oj West Central Africa), Left to right: (standing) Kingslev 
Vmoh, Vice-chairman; Oscar Njang; Fred Assam, secretaTtl; 
Daniel Udobot; (sitting) Ernest Okon; Duane Troxet, treas
ure,.; Mary Maxwen, recording secretary; Adeba1&l0 Obadeyi., 
chairman; James OIowokere. 

First National Convention Of Central Africa in Bangui, Central African Republic. Hand 
of the Cause of God Abu'l-Qasim Faizi, Auxiliary Board members Mrs. Adrienn~ Morgan 
and Jawad Mughraoi, with members of the newly elected Nationa~ Spi.ritual Assembly. 
delegates, and visitoT3. 

-'-
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National Deepening School 
Congo (Brazzaville) 

Since the territory of Congo (Brazzaville) was first 
opened to the Faith in 1956 during the Ten Year 
Crusade, slow but steady progress has been made. A 
firm and enduring foundation is gradually being laid in 
centers throughout the country through the devoted 
efforts of the mother community of Brazzaville. 

The Teaching Committee for Congo Brazzaville has 
been particiularly active since its appointment last 
November, and has carried out numerous successful 
teaching trips to different areas. 

In March this year, the first national deepening 
school was held in Brazzaville. It lasted six days, with 
morning, afternoon, and evening sessions on Baha'i 
history, teaching and administrative activities. 

In!.presentatives from seven different localities outside 
Brazzaville were invited to attend. They greatly enjoy
ed the loving hospitality of the Brazzaville Baha'i Com
munity. The school was very successful and im
mediately resulted in enthusiastic teaching in the vil
lage commwtities. There has been a wave of new 
declarations, and six new local spiritual assemblies 
were formed this Rigv3n, four of which are in localities 
represented in the schaaol, and one lapsed assembly 
regained. 

Baha'i students with members oj the National Teaching Com
mittee j07' Congo (BrazzGl.,iUe) at a deepening schoo! held 
M arch 23~28. 
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The BahaJi Community of Lib1'lWiUe. Gabon, Africa on the 
occasion 01 their Naw-Ruz celeb1'ation. They are working h4rd 
at achieVing the Nine Yea1' P!a.n oj a N ationa.! Spiritual A..1:
semblll jointly with Congo (BnzzzaviUe). 

Twelve of Freetown's (Sierra Leone, West Africa) BaM'fs (1.8 

of Ri9.vdn 1970 at a meeting in which the first local Spiritual 
Assembly in Sierra Leone was elected. 
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A Guatemala Travel and 
Teaching Trip 

Armed with their Craig cassette tape machine and 
slides of their pilgrimage to the Holy Land, Ray and 
Estelle Rouse of Roswell, New Mexico, spent the month 
of April teaching in Guatemala. Their itinerary was 
organized under the direction of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Guatemala and included seven days of 
joint travel with the secretary of that body, Louise 
Caswell. They worked mostly with Louise and other 
American pioneers (Lewis and Mary Creitz, Marion 
Tyler, and Thelma Chapman), and in consultation with 
Edith McLaren, Auxiliary Board member. 

Their travels took them to twenty-one cities, towns, 
and villages across Guatemala, from the Mexican bor
der at Tapachula-El Carmen to Puerto Barrios on the 
Atlantic coast. within twenty miles of the Honduras 
border, some sixteen hundred miles in addition to their 
trip from, and back to, New Mexico. 

The places where visits were made. slides shown, and 
talks given were: Huehuetenango. La Democracia. 
Chimusinique. Quezaltenango, La Esperanza. Chichi
castenango, Quiche, San Andres, Godinez, Zacualpa, 
Coatepeque, Retalhuleu, Mazatenango, Jalapa, Puerto 
Barrios, Livingston, San Agustin, El Rancho, Guate
mala City, Antigua, and Barbarena. These are situated 
in thirteen of the twenty-two Hdepartamentos" (states) 
of Guatemala. 

It was necessary to obtain a written official permis
sion for each public meeting, but no problems de
veloped. Audiences varied from three, in a private 
home, to over three hundred. All but two meetings were 
presented totally in Spanish by Mrs. Rouse. On those 
two occasions, Mr. Rouse spoke in English on uThe 
World Order of Baha'u'l18.h" and "Spiritual Deepen
ing," with Mrs. Rouse translating into Spanish. 

At Zacualpa, a visit to the mayor and school princi
pal resulted in three hundred children and their teach
ers being dismissed early to see the slides in the 
municipal hall. At Livingston, where there were three 
meetings in two days. arranged with the help of two 
ministers and a hotel and theater manager, a Seventh 
Day Adventist Church audience learned to sing "Allih
u-Abha," after its meaning had been explained to the 
pastor, who was humming it as we all left the church. 

The Rouses also assisted in the formation of the first 
local Spiritual Assembly of Puerto Barrios. They wit
nessed several enrollments into the Faith and enrolled 
some twenty-five persons for the Baha'i correspondence 
course. 

Mrs. Rouse reports: We also assisted with clerical 
work at the I;Ia~iratu'l-Quds ... The trip was extremely 
tiring, at times frustrating] but a most rewarding 
spiritual experience. 

--------~--,.-------,-,-----, ----~----,~----'"---------~------~ 
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The first. local Spiritual .Assembly oj the BaM'is of Ala.mo
gordo~ New Mexico. Left to Tight: (back. TOW) Gary DTagna, 
Steven Homnick. BiU" Tapp~ RichaTd Hoff, Robert Kanis; 
(front TOW) Terry Engles, Pauline HolJ. MlITa MacTa.vis~ 
Claire SeSII1.1.e. 

The fiTSt SpiTitual Assembly of t11e Bah4'is of EmpOria, Kans
as. Left to Tight: (back TOW) Kathleen Windsor, Gemld Barnes, 
Alice Schlageter. Patricia Wilson, Ruby Anderson; (front 1'OW) 
Wayne Wilson, TeTT'1l KaTch, DUn KaTen, Joan GivetU. 
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FiT8t ktc4l Spiritual Assembly of Anoka, Minnerota. Lett to 
right: (bock row) Richard Klann, Karl Borden, S'lldney Gulick, 
David ChTistemen, Donald. Brayton; ('/Tom row) Roger Flem
ming, Jeanette Bravton, Hazel Reeder, and David Britton. 

The first local Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is- of CleaTwate-r, 
.Florida. Left to right: (seated) Alberta Bird, recording secre
tary; Linda BTown, chairman; Char[es Doug/.as, treasuTer; 
BUTen Douglas, secreta11l: (standing) Wesley Daniels; Me~ford 
Lindeman; Rentha Park; Patricia Danids; Norman Park. 

First local Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is of Tallahassee, 
Florida. Back rOw: Leonard Hippchen; June Hippchen, sec
retary; Betty Entzminger, treasure?"; Juanita Sycamore; John 
SycamOTe, cMirman. Bottom row: Linda RuedHngeT; Harry 
Kurit; and MaTY Bower; (not present) Robert Entzminger. 
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First local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, Left to right: (seated) Mrs. Anita Graves, treasurer; 
Mrs. Josephine Griewark; Mrs. LoreUa Edge, secretary; (stand
ing) Mrs. Patricia Dumori!l; John DumbriH, chairm.an.· RabeTt 
B~um, vice-chai.rman; Mrs. Yvonne Brown; Mis:!: NancY KTebB
bach; (not present) Curtis Schuyler. 

The first local Spiritual Assembly of the Bahli'is of Pe:rris J. D. 
(California). Left to right: (.rtanding) Irving A.".hby; Mf',s • 
Mary Anne Tracy, vice-chairman; Carlos KUTianski. cnairman; 
Miss Ana Tracy: Stanislau Kurianski, treasurer; (sitting) Mr •. 
Margartte Kurianski, secretary; Mrs. Elimbeth Kuric:mlki; 
Mrs. Odile Brown,' (not present) Mrs. Beatrice Taylor. 

The first Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is oj Los A!.amos, New 
Mexico. Left to right: (seated) Geraldine Smith; Victoria Mark; 
Helen Caldwell; Rhea VOBe (secretary): (standing) Donald 
Mark, treasurer; Dorothy Martin, vice-chairman; Mary Dick: 
David Wade; David Smith, chairman. 
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Relationship Between Continental Board of Counsellors 
and National Spiritual Assemblies 

To: The Continental Boards of Counsellors and 
National Spiritual A"emblies 

Dear Baha'I Friends: 

A number of questions have been raised concerning 
the work of the Counsellors and Auxiliary Board mem
bers, and it has been suggested that Auxiliary Board 
members be permitted to work regularly with National 
Spiritual Assemblies and national committees. We have 
carefully considered again the various factors involved 
and have decided that we must uphold the principle 
that such direct consultations should be exceptional 
rather than the rule. 

It is the responsibility of Spiritual Assemblies, as
sisted by their committees, to organize and direct the 
teaching work, and in doing so they must, naturally, 
also do aU they can to stimulate and inspire the friends. 
It is, however, inevitable that the Assemblies and com
mittees, being burdened with the administration of the 
teaching work as well as with all other aspects of 
Baha'i community life, will be unable to spend as much 
time as they would wish on stimulating the believers. 

Authority and direction flow from the Assemblies, 
whereas the power to accomplish the tasks resides 
primarily in the entire body of believers. It is thf:, 
principal task of the Auxiliary Boards to assist in 
arousing and releasing this power. This is a vital 
activity, and if they are to be able to perform it 
adequately they must avoid becoming involved in the 
work of administration. For example, when Auxiliary 
Board members arouse believers to pioneer, any be
liever who expresses his desire to do so should be 
referred to the appropiate committee which win then 
organize the project_ Counsellors and Auxiliary Board 
members should not, themselves, organize pioneering 
or travel teaching projects_ Thus it is seen that the 
Auxiliary Boards should work closely with the grass 
roots of the community: the individual believers, 
groups and Local Spiritual Assemblies, advising, stim
ulating and assisting them. The Cotulsellors are respon
sible for stimulating, counselling and assisting N ation
a] Spiritual AssembHes, and also work with individuals, 
groups and Local Assemblies_ 

It is always possible, of course, for Counsellors to 
depute an Auxiliary Board member to meet with a 
National Spiritual Assembly for a particular purpose, 

but this should not become a regular practice_ Simi
larly, if the National Spiritual Assembly agrees, it may 
be advisable for an Auxiliary Board member to meet 
occasionally with a national committee to clarify the 
situation in the area and share information and ideas 
thoroughly. But this also should not become regular. 
Were it to do so there would be grave danger of 
inhibiting the proper working of these two institutions, 
vitiating and undermining the collaboration that must 
essentially exist between the Continental Boards of 
CounselJors and National Spiritual Assemblies. It would 
diffuse the energies and time of the Auxiliary Board 
members through their becoming involved in the ad~ 
ministration of teaching. It could lead to the Auxiliary 
Board member's gradually taking over the direction of 
the national committee, usurping the function of the 
National Assembly, or to his becoming merely a travel
ling teacher sent hither and thither at the direction of 
the committee or National Assembly_ 

It is, of course, vital that information be shared fully 
and promptly. as has been explained in the compilation 
on the work of Auxiliary Board members that was 
circulated on March 25, 1969. The ways of ensuring this 
should be worked out by the Counsellors and National 
Spiritual Assemblies and methods may vary from area 
to area. 

Reports and recommendations for action, however, 
are quite different. Auxiliary Board members should 
send theirs to the Counsellors and not to National 
Assemblies or national committees directly_ It is possi· 
ble that the Counsellors may reject or modify the 
recommendation; or, if they accept it and pass it on to 
the National Spiritual Assembly, the National Assem
bly may decide to refuse it. For an Auxiliary Board 
member to make recommendations directly to a na
tional committee would lose the benefit of knowledge 
and experience in a wider field than that of which the 
Auxiliary Board member is aware, and would short~ 
circuit and undermine the authority of both the Coun
sellors and the National Assembly. 

Similarly, although an Auxiliary Board member can 
and should receive infomation from the National As-

T 
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semblies and national committees, his primary source 
of information about the community should be his own 
direct contacts with Local Spiritual Assemblies, groups 
and individual believers. In this way the Counsellors as 
well as the National Spiritual Assemblies have the 
benefit of two independent sources of information about 
the community, through the Auxiliary Board members 
on the one hand, and through the national committees 
on the other. 

Assemblies sometimes misunderstand what is meant 
by the statement that Counsellors and Auxiliary Board 
members are concerned with the teaching work and not 
with administration. It is taken to mean that they may 
not give advice on administrative matters. This is quite 
wrong. One of the things that Counsellors and Auxiliary 
Board members should watch and report on is the 
proper working of administrative institutions. The 
statement that they do not have anything to do with 
administration means, simply, that they do not admin
ister. They do not direct or organize the teaching work 
nor do they adjudicate in matters of personal conflict or 
personal problems. All these activities fall within the 
sphere of responsibility of the Spiritual Assemblies, But 
if an AuxiJiary Board member finds a Local Spiritual 
Assembly functioning incorrectly he should call its 
attention to the appropriate Texts; likewise if, in his 
work with the community, an Auxiliary Board member 
finds that the teaching work is being held up by 
inefficiency of national committees, he should report 
this in detail to the Counsellors who will then decide 
whether to refer it to the National Spiritual Assembly 
concerned. Similarly, if the Counsellors find that a 
National Spiritual Assembly is not functioning proper
ly, they should not hesitate to consult with the National 
Spiritual Assembly about this in a frank and loving 
way. 
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It is the Spiritual Assemblies who plan and direct the 
work, but these plans should be well known to the 
Counsellors and Auxiliary Board members, because 
one of the ways in which they can assist the Assemblies 
is by urging the believers continually to support the 
plans of the Assemblies. If a National Spiritual Assem~ 
bly has adopted one goal as preeminent in a year. the 
Auxiliary Board members should bear this in mind in 
all their contacts with the believers and should direct 
their attention to the plans of the National Assembly, 
and stimulate them to enthusiastically support them. 

The Counsellors in each continental zone have wide 
latitude in the carrying out of their work. Likewise they 
should give to each Auxiliary Board member consider
able freedom of action within his own aJlocated area. 
Although the Counsellors should regularly direct the 
work of the Auxiliary Board members, the latter 
should realize that they need not wait for direction; the 
nature of their work is such that they should be contin
ually engaged in it according to their own best judg~ 
ment, even if they are given no specific tasks to 
perform. Above all the Auxiliary Board members 
should build up a warm and loving relationship be
tween themselves and the believers in their area so that 
the Local Spiritual Assemblies will spontaneously tum 
to them for advice and assistance. 

We assure you all of our fervent prayers in the Holy 
Shrines for the blessings of Baha'u'llah upon the stren
uous and highly meritorious services that you are 
performing with such devotion in His path. 

October 1, 1969 
Haifa, Israel 

THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

___ , _____ . ___ '_'� __ �_' ____ � __ ' ___ ,_~-------~~---- ~ ___ '~I ____ '"----~,~--

Hand of Cause Visits Nicaragua 

The national community was highly honored and 
blessed with the presence in Nicaragua of OUr beloved 
Hand of the Cause of God Enoch Olinga, who has been 
traveling in South America recently. His visit was from 
the thirteenth to the fifteenth of July. 

In Managua, he gave a very interesting public talk in 
the Haziratu'l-Quds about the necessity of putting into 
praciic~ the teachings of the Manifestation; living ac
cording to the spiritual teachings of our Faith, not a mere 
acceptance only. but a firm belief and faith in action. 
At the end of the Conference, there were questions 
which were answered with wisdom. The friends were 
e~evated by his talk:. 

The following day he spoke for about twenty-five 
minutes through Radio Cultural Carazo in Jinotepe 
about ·'Progressive Revelation." In the evening, Mr. 
Olinga went to the Regional Center of the National 
University in Carazo. His theme for this meeting was, 
"The Necessity of Unjversal Education. t1 The theme 
was presented in such an academic way that he got 
applause and praise, both {rom the students and from 

the professors. The salon was filled to capacity, over 
seventy. The director was so pleased that, at the end of 
the Conference, we were treated with refreshments in 
the Directory. The director told Mr. OJinga that any 
time he should return to Nicaragua the University and 
his heart are open to receive him. Mr, Olinga then gave 
him an African hug and a kiss on the forehead as an 
expression of gratitude. 

On Wednesday he visited Granada, where he could 
share with the friends and they could feel his warm 
love and the pleasant smile that captures the hearts of 
all the young believers. In the evening, at the Institute 
of Granada before an audience of more than two 
hundred students, professors, and Baha'is, he again 
spoke about education and the importance of it to gain 
the goals most necessary for future society. 

We are sure that all those who came in contact with 
the Hand of the Cause in these different events were 
influenced and elevated by his words, and with hearts 
filled with joy, at the same time, they will inspire, with 
the same spirit, the rest of the Community. 
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Hand oj the Cause Enoch. Olinga with the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Bolivia. 

The Visit, In Bolivia, of Hand of the Cause Enoch Olinga 
Bolivia had the priceless privilege of a visit from the 

Hand of the Cause of God Enoch OJinga during the first 
two weeks of June. The friends felt his great gifts of 
love, wisdom, and understanding of the conditions in a 
mass-conversion country_ 

While in Bolivia, Mr. OHnga spent much time with 
the Indian campesino friends, traveling through the 
Departmentos of La Paz, Cochabamba, Drura, Potosi, 
and Chuquisaca. 

Newspapers which had not previously had articles on 
the Faith, responded. The Presencia of La Paz headlined 
an article, "Leader of Baha'i Faith brings Message of 
Peace to Bolivia." La Patria of Orura, among severa] 

In Tigeria, Depa:rtmento of Coch.a.bamba. 

In Uncia, Potosi. 

artic1es, headlined, "The Baha'is give the Plan for 
World Unity to be based on one single religion." 

Mr. Olinga gave well-attended conferences in the 
Club Aleman in La Paz and in the University in Oruro. 
The Baha'is of Oruro had given much advance publici
ty, distributing fifteen hundred invitations to attend the 
University public meeting throughout the city, and also 
held a banquet, with Mr. Olinga as honored guest, 
attended by the authorities of Oruro. 

The heart response of the Indian campesino friends 
can be summed up in the words of one of these devoted 
souls; "Thou are a beautiful flower; thou art a great 
loaf of bread which has come to nourish us." 

With various friends in front of the Hotel 
Centenario in Potosi. 

In the Baha'i CenteT in Sucre. 
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Hand of the Cause Enoch Olinga. seTving th.e friends 
in Sucre'. Bolivia. 

In the TUral community of Palea, Chuguisaca, where 120 
campesino frirn:ds gathe<red to be with the beloved Hand 0/ 
the Cau.se, havmg put up several arches 0/ flowers fOT him 
to pass under. The Chuquisaca Indian friends gave MT. OHnga 
letters oj greetings fOT the Universal House of Ju..stice. 

In Ichuralld.. DepaTtmento La Paz. 
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View in the campo oj the DepaTtmento of La Paz. Continenud 
Board member Hooper Dunbar standing beside the Hand 
of the Cause, 

Ano~~eT view oj the L.l paz camp. Sitting in foreground, 
Auxthary Boord member Manuenl!1' Shoat; National Spiritual 
A8sembly mem!)eT Dr. Ouladi; Auxi[iary Board member 
Andres JachakoHo. 

In Uncia. Potosi. 

I 



IAHA·j NEWS 5 

Three Momentous Years 
of the 

Heroic Age .. 1868 .. 70 

By: Adib Tahirzeideh 

At this particular juncture in the hi"story of the 
Formative Age of the Faith, when the followers of 
Baha.'u'llah in most parts of the world have, under the 
unerring guidance of the Universal House of Justice, 
embarked upon extensive programs of proclamation 
activity designed to bring the Faith out of obscurity 
into the notice of the generality of mankind, it is most 
appropriate that we turn OUf hearts and souls to the 
events of a century ago when the King of Kings was 
issuing the remainder of His majestic summons to the 
kings and rulers of the world from the prison of jAkka. 

In the summer of 1868, through the intrigues of the 
Persian Ambassador in Turkey and the hostility of 'Ali 
Pa@a, Grand Vazir of the Sultan [of Turkey], Ba
ha'u'llah was imprisoned in the barracks of lAkka. and 
confined to a small room which looked desolate and 
depressing. This room. the interior of which today is 
kept in good condition and is visited by innumerable 
pilgrims from all the world over, was, in the days of 
Bahii'u'lliih. uninhabitable and dilapidated. He Himself 
mentions in a Tablet that its floor was covered with 
thick dust, and what plaster remained on the ceiling 
was oiteo falling down. 

A number of officials, ill disposed, hateful, and Wlac
commodating, were commissioned to guard and isolate 
Him from the outside world. Thus Baha'u'lbih, the 
Supreme Manifestation of God - He at Whose advent 
"the hearts of the entire company" of God's 'IMessen
gers and Prophets were proved," "Whose presence" 
Moses "hath longed to attain," for "Whose love" the 
spirit of Jesus "ascended to heaven," "the beauty of 
Whose countenance" Mul:lammad uhad yearned to be
hOld," and °for Whose sake" the Bab had '~sacrificedH 
Himself - the Bearer of such a mighty Revelation, 
fallen into the hands of a perverse generation, being 
wronged and afflicted with calamities, was now se
cluded within the walls of a barracks designated by 
Him as the "Most Great Prison." 

Followers Reinvigorated, Strengthened 
The Cause He revealed, however, had by then been 

wen established in the land of His birth. His followers. 
after years of misfortune and uncertainty, were rein
vigorated, their faith strengthened and their souls gal
vanized. 

At the time of Baha'u'lhih's arrival in the prison city 
of 'Akka, well nigh six years had elapsed since the Most 
Great Festival had been ushered in through Bah;;'
'u'llah's declaration in the Garden of RiQ.van~ when 
the whole creation was Himmersed in the sea of purifi-

cation" and the splendors of the light of His counte
nance broke upon the world. 

The Cause of God had by then witnessed a prodigious 
outpouring of divine Revelation for five years in Adri
anople, culminating in the historic proclamation of His 
Message in that land. The Suriy-i-Muhik (Surih of the 
Kings) had been revealed in a language of authority 
and power; through it the clarion call of a mighty King 
had been sounded and His claims fully asserted. 

The Tablet described by Him as "the rumbling" of 
His proclamation, addressed to Na~iri'd-Din Shah of 
Persia, had been revealed. though not yet delivered. 

His first Tablet to Napoleon III, in which the sincerity 
of that monarch concerning His statement in defense of 
the oppressed among the Turks was tested, had been 
dispatched and received. The Suriy-i-Ra'is (Arabic), 
in whiCh IAli Pa@a had been severely rebuked, and 
about which Bahii 'u'llah had testified that from the 
moment of its revelation <luntil the present day, neither 
hath the world been tranquilized, nOr have the hearts 
of its people been at rest," had been revealed and the 
prophecies it contained had been noted with awe and 
wonder. 

Now in 'Akka, though confined to a cell and cut off 
from the body of the believers, the outpourings of Ba
ha'u'llah's Revelation did not Cease. The ocean of His 
utterance continued to surge, and the HTongue of Gran
deur" spoke with authority and might. The Pen of the 
Most High directed its warnings and exhortations 
first to His immediate persecutors and then to some of 
the more outstanding monarchs of the world at that 
time. 

Bahcl'u'Uah Warns 'lbc Pa~a{ 
Soon after His confinement in the prison barracks in 

1868, Baha'u'llilh addressed another Tablet of tremen
dous importance to 'Ali PalID-a, who had been an 
implacable enemy and the prime instigator of His 
banishment to the prison of lAkka. and who previously 
had been addressed by Him as Ra'is (i.e. Chief). 

In this second Tablet (Persian), koown as the La wl;>
i-Ralis, Baha'u'llili recounts with much tenderness and 
resignation the hardships and sufferings to which He 
and His companions had been subjected on their arriv
al in 'Akka; describes very movingly the cruelties 
perpetrated by the guards in the prison; reminds the 
Grand Vazir that the Manifestations of God in every 
age had suffered at the hands of the ungodly; narrates 
a story for him of His own childhood. portraying in a 
dramatic way the instability and futility of this earthly 
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life; counsels him not to rely on his pomp and glory as 
they would come to an end soon; reveals to him the 
greatness of this Revelation; points out his impotence 
to quench the fire of the Cause of God; admonishes him 
for the iniquities he had perpetrated; emphaticaUy 
warns him that God's chastisement would assail him 
from every di rection and confusion overtake his pea· 
pIes and government; and affirms that the wrath of 
God had so surrounded him that he would never be able 
to repent or make amends. 

On this last point Mirza Aqa Jim, Baha'u'Uah'g 
amanuensis, asked Baha'u'Uah what would happen if 
'Ali PaIDa changed his attitude and truly repented. 
Baha'u'Uah's emphatic response was that whatever 
had been revealed in the Lawl).-i-Ra'is would inevitably 
be fuifilled, and if the whole world were to join together 
in order to change ODe word of that Tablet they would 
be impotent to do SQ. 

A majestic contrast took place one hundred years 
later when passages from this very Tablet, depicting 
the rigors and hardships of the Most Great Prison, were 
chanted in the vicinity of Baba'u'llah's Most Holy 
Tomb, in the presence of over two thousand of His 
followers gathered from every corner of the world to 
commemorate the centenary of the arrival in jAkki of 
the One Whom the world had wronged. 

The Tablet of Fu'sd 
Another Tablet of great significance, the Tablet of 

Fu'ad, was revealed in 1869, soon after the premature 
death in Nice, France, of Fu'ad pa~a. the foreign 
minister of the Sultan and a faithful accomplice of the 
Prime Minister in bringing about the exile of Bahit 'u'
llah to 'Akka. It was revealed in honor of one of Baha.
'u'llah's most devoted apostles, Sbaykh Ka~im Saman
dar (father of the late Hand of the Cause of God 
Tarazu'Uah Samandari). The following passage from it 
~onta"ins the clear prediction of the downfall of 'Ali 
Pii!!!!it and the Sultim himself: "Soon will We dismiss 
the one who was like unto him (Le. 'Ali PaIDa), and 
will lay hold on their Chief (I.e. the Sultan) who ruleth 
the land, and I, verily, am the Almighty, the AU-Com
pelling." Soon after the revelation of the Tablet, 'Ali 
pasjJ.a was dismissed from his post, and two years later 
he died. 

In those days the believers in Persia often referred to 
Baha'u'llah's newly revealed Tablets to the kings and 
rulers of the world, and many non-Baha'is made their 
acceptance of the Faith conditional upon the fulfill
ment of the warnings they contained. 

M'rz~ Ahu'I-Fadl's 
Search for Truth 

A notable example is the case of Mirza Abu'l-Fadl, 
the greatest of Bah.a'i scholars. He was renowned for his 
knowledge and learning among the divines of Isliim, 
and was the head of the Theological CoUege in Tihriin. 
His first contact with the Faith was through meeting a 
blacksmith who was a Baha'i at his shop in the out
skirts of Tihran. Never before had Mirza 'Abu'l-Fa41 
been so humiliated as on this occasion, when, with all 
his knowledge, he was utterly confounded by the amaz.
ing force of the argument of this illiterate Baha'i. The 
blacksmith immediately reported this whole episode to 
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Mirzd Abu.'l-Fa(ll, the "learned. apologist." 

a Baha'i friend. 'Abdu'l-Karim. who, although he did 
not belong to the learned class, pursued Mirza IAbu'I_ 
F adl and eventuaUy succeeded in bringing him to his 
house to discuss the Faith. 

At this meeting, and subsequent ones, Mirza 4Abu'l_ 
Fa\fl, confronted with some simple Baha'is who were 
not of his caliber, found himself over and over again 
incapable of refuting clear proofs and arguments put 
forward by his uneducated Baha'i teachers. He mar
veled at these men who answered his difficult and 
abstruse questions so simply and so brilliantly. From 
there on he visited more often the house of 'Abdu'l
Karim. He read many of the Writings of Baha'u'UiIh 
and met many learned Baha'is, but his immense 
knowledge was a barrier and a veil. 

One day in 1876 he met l:faji Mul)ammad Isma'il. sur
named Anis, in whose honor the SUriy-i-Ra'ls was 
revealed. Mirza 'Abu'l-Fag,I was handed the original 
copy of this Surih in the very hand writing of Mirza 
Aqa Jan, Baha'u'llah's amanuensis; the Tablet wherein 
Bahil'u'Uah foretells that Adrianople will pass out of 
the Sultan's hand and that confusion will overtake his 
kingdom. He was also given the Tablet of FU'ad, in 
which the downfall of the Sultan is clearly prophesied. 
Upon seeing these two Tablets Mirza Abu'l-Fadl made 
his acceptance of the Faith conditional upon th'e fulfill
ment of these prophecies. 

His Baha'i friends pursued him no longer. A few 
months passed and the news of the assassination of 
Sultan 'Abdu'l-Aziz reached Tihran. On hearing the 
news Abu'l-Fa«;il became very agitated. His soul was 
yearning for confirmation of the truth of this Cause, and 
yet his heart was not touched by the light of faith. He 
sat the whOle night, read some Tablets of Baba'u'Uab, 
and prayed with absolute sincerity until his eyes were 
opened and he knew the truth of the Cause of God. At 
the hour of dawn he went to the house of that faithful 
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friend 'Abdu'I.Karim, and when the door was opened he 
kissed the threshold of that house and prostrated him
self at the feet of the man who, through perseverance 
and love, had given him the gift of the Faith and led 
him to the truth. 

It is no exaggeration to say that among the apostles 
of Baha'u'llah there was no one who surpassed Mirza 
Abu'I-Fac;U in his knowledge, his humility and self
effacement. 'Ali-Kuli Khan, a well-known and learned 
Baha'i who was commissioned by 'Abdu'l-Baha to 
serve Mirza Abu'l-Fac;ll in America and act as his 
interpreter, has described him so well in these few 
lines: "If I had never seen 'Abdu'l-Bahit and Shoghi 
Effendi, I would consider Mirza Abu'l-Fa<;ll the greatest 
being I ever laid eyes on." 

The DownfaU of a Monarch 
and a Pope 

Let us turn our thoughts again to Bahit'u'llah. 
Though captive in the hands of His enemies and cut off 
from the outside world, the Supreme Pen wrote many 
more Tablets in the prison of 'Akka. In the year 1869 
two important Tablets were revealed and delivered: 
one addressed to Napoleon III, in which BaM'u'llah 
explicitly foretells his extinction; the other to Pope Pius 
IX. Within almost a year' s time Napoleon, the most 
powerful monarch of his time in Europe, was driven 
into exile and suffered an ignominious death, while in 
the same year the supreme Pontiff's temporal powers, 
which had existed for many centuries, were seized from 
him and his vast dominion was reduced to the tiny 
Vatican State. 

Parallel with these events, and indeed ever since 
Bahlt'u'llilh had been sent to the prison of 'Akkil, the 
believers in Persia were desperately trying to establish 
contact with Him. Many traveled on foot all the way, 
but couId not gain admittance to that city. The officials 
had taken many precautions in order to prevent the 
Baha'is from entering. The few Azalis, headed by the 
notorious Siyyid MulJ.ammad I$fahani, who is described 
by the beloved Guardian as the "embodiment of wick
edness," were housed in a certain room overlooking the 
gate. One of their functions was to watch for any Baha'i 
who might wish to enter the city and to inform the 
guards. This they did with great zeal and enthusiasm. 
Many believers, even though they had disguised them· 
selves, were recognized by these men and were not 
allowed in. 

Every day a party consisting of a small number of 
Bahs'u'llah's companions, including 'Abdu'l-Baha. was 
allowed out of the barracks in order to purchase food 
and other necessities in the markets of 'Akka. The first 
time that the people of 'Akka took notice of 'Abdu'l
Baha was in a butcher's shop. While waiting to be 
served He noticed that a Christian and a Muslim were 
discussing their faiths, but the Muslim was being de
feated. Thereupon, 'Abdu'l·Baha simply and eloquently 
proved the authenticity and truth of Islam for the 
Christian. The news of this spread and warmed the 
hearts of many people of 'Akka towards the Master; 
this was the beginning of His immense popularity 
among the inhabil.ants of that city. 

During these daily visits, the people of 'Akka came in 
touch with the person of 'Abdu'l-Bahit. They felt His 
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..4qa Buzurg of Khu.rdran, the "illustrioUS' Badi<" .. shown here, 
a prisoner, in chains. 

genuine love and compassion and were attracted to His 
magnetic personality. Gradually their fear and animos
ity towards Baha'u'llah and His followers were re
moved, and many became sympathetic to the Faith 
and its Fotmder. Some of these people who were at
tracted to the Faith tried, at times, to help the believ
ers, who were refused entry, by lowering ropes and 
pulling the believers up over the walls of the city - at
tempts which were foiled by the guards and proved to 
be unsuccessful. 

Believers Establisb Contact 

The first two believers who managed to get into the 
city were f:{aji S!:>ah MuI).ammad and i:Iilji Abu'I-i:Iasan, 
both from the province of Yazd. The former was the 
first Trustee of Baha'u'llah, and was martyred. The 
latter, known also as I:I aj i Amin who succeeded him, 
lived to an old age and continued to be the Trustee of 
the i:Iuququ'Uah during the ministry of 'Abdu'l-Bahil 
and part of that of the Guardian. The dominating fac
tor in the lives of these two heroes of the Faith was a 
passionate love for Bahatu'IIah. In order to enter the 
city they bought some camels and disguised themselves 
as Arabs. No one recognized them as Baha'is. and they 
were allowed in. 

In the city they met 'Abdu'l-Bahil, and the news of 
their arrival was conveyed to Bahlt'u'll8.h. Arrange
ments were made for them to meet Baha'u·llah in the 
public bath, but with the strict instructions that they 
show no signs of recognition or emotion. However, on 
beholding the face of his Beloved, i:Iaji Amin was so 
overwhelmed that his body began to tremble. He fell to 
the ground and hit his head on a stone ~ was badly 
injured, and was hurriedly carried out by his friend. 

The arrival in 'Akka of these two souls, and a few 
others who managed to get in afterwards, established a 
vital link between the Community of the Most Great 
Name and its exalted Founder. from Whom they were 
so cruelly cut oft', Letters from the believers began to 
pour in, and Tablets were sent out. This process, which 
called for acts of sacrifice and heroism On the part of 
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the many believers who risked their lives in order to 
maintain a two-way communication channel, continued 
throughout Baha'u'llah's life, Men like Sbaylill Salman, 
honored by the appellation of "the Messenger of the 
Merciful/' who in previous years had carried Baha'u'· 
Uah's Tablets from 'Iraq and Ardianople, continued in 
this arduous task, traveling on foot between 'Akka and 
Persia, and, in the utmost poverty, eating mostly bread 
and onions for sustenance. This great hero of the Cause, 
though illiterate, stands out among the disciples of 
Baha'u'llilh as one of the spiritual giants of this Dispen
sation. 

Bad{' - The Handful of Dust 

About a year after Baha'u'lHlh's arrival in IAkka, a 
young Persian, aged seventeen, by the name of Aqa 
Buzurg, disguised himself as an Arab and entered the 
city. Although his father, a survivor of the upheaval 
of Sbaylill Tabarsi, had been a devoted Baha'i, Aqa 
Buzurg had shown no interest in the Faith Wltil he 
met Nabil in the city of Nf::illapur, in northeast Persia, 
and was converted. He then decided to go and attain 
the presence of Baha'u'llilh. 

Upon his arrival in the city of 'Akka in 1869 he began 
to roam around until he came to a mosque where he 
saw a few Persians and recognized the Master among 
them. He wrote a note, in which he declared his faith, 
and handed it to 'Abdu'I,Baha, Who greeted him warm
ly and took him along with the party straight to the 
barracks, where he was ushered into the presence of 
Baha'u'lIah, 

In a Tablet Mirza Aqa Jim mentions that Aqa 
Buzurg was summoned twice to meet Baha'u'llah 
alone. It was in the course of these momentous audi w 

ences that the hands of Bahci'u'llah created a new being 
and bestowed upon him the title of Badi' (i.e. wonder
ful). For mOre than two years Baha'u'Uah had been 
waiting for a devoted soul to arise and deliver His 
Tablet to Na~iri'd,Din Sbah of Persia, While in Adri
anople He had written some passages on the cover of 
the Tablet, anticipating that the Almighty would cause 
one of His servants to arise, detach himseH from all 
earthly things, adorn his heart with the ornament of 
courage and strength, take the Tablet, walk all the 
way to the capital of Persia. hand it in the manner 
described by Him to the King, and in the end be 
prepared to give his life. if necessary. with great joy 
and thankfulness. "We took a handful of dust," is 
Baha'u'llah's own testimony referring to Badi\ "mixed 
it with the waters of might and power and breathed 
into it the spirit of assurance." 

In a Tablet revealed in honor of the father of Badi', 
who was also martyred a few years later, the Pen of the 
Most High, with much detail, portrays the manner in 
which this new creation came into being. He describes 
that when the appointed time had arrived the Tongue of 
Grandeur uttered Hone word" which caused his whole 
being to tremble, and that were it not for God's protecw 

tion he would have been dumfounded. Then the Hand of 
Omnipotence began creating the new creation. and 
"breathed into him the spirit of might and power." So 
great had been the infusion of this might, as attested by 
Baha'u'llah, that, single and alone, Badi' could have 
conquered all that is on earth and in heaven. Bah;i'u'-
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llah mentions that when this new creation came into 
being, Badi' had smiled in His presence and manifest
ed such steadfastness that the Concourse on high was 
deep1y moved and uplifted. 

In the same Tablet, referring to the loftiness of the 
station of Badi'. He states that no Tablet can carry its 
weight nOr any pen describe its glory. Badi l left the 
Most Great Prison and went to Haifa. Bah;1'u'Uah 
entrusted I):aji Sbah Mui)ammad Amin (His Trustee) 
with a small case and a Tablet to be de1ivered into the 
hands of Badl' at Haifa. The following is the story as 
recounted by this Trustee to an eminent Baha'i histori. 
an. 

"I was given a small case and was instructed to hand 
it to Badi' at Haifa together with some money. I did not 
know anything about the contents of the case. I met 
him at Haifa and gave him the glad tidings that 
he had been honored with a trust ... we left the town 
and walked up Mount Carmel where I handed him the 
case. He took it into his hands, kissed it, and knelt with 
his forehead to the ground; he also took the sealed 
envelope, walked twenty to thirty paces away from me, 
sat down facing 'Akka, read it, and again knelt with his 
forehead to the ground. The rays of ecstasy and the 
signs of gladness and joy appeared on his face. 

"I asked him if I could read the Tablet also. He 
replied, 'There is no time.' I knew it was a confidential 
matter. But what it was I had no idea - I could not 
imagine such a mission. 

"I mentioned that we had better go to Haifa, in order 
that, as instructed, I might give him some money. He 
declined to go with me, but suggested that I could go 
alone and bring it to him. 

"When I returned, in spite of much searching? I could 
not find him. He had gone.. . We had no news of him 
until we heard of his martyrdom in Tihriln, Then I 
knew that the case contained the Tablet of Baha'u'Uah 
to the Sbah, and the sealed envelope, a holy Tablet 
containing the glad tidings of the future martyrdom of 
the one who was the essence of steadfastness and 
strength. It 

The same chronicler has written the following ac
count given by a certain believer who met BadP on his 
way to Persia and for a certain distance traveled with 
him. 

" _ he was very happy and smiling, patient, 
thankful, gentle, and humble. All that we knew was 
that he had attained the presence of Baha'u'Uah and 
was now returning to his home in Khurasan. Many a 
time he could be seen to have walked about a hundred 
steps, leaVing the road in either direction, turning his 
face towards 'Akka, kneeling with his forehead to the 
ground and could be heard saying, '0 God! Do not take 
back, through Thy justice, what Thou hast vouchsafed 
unto me through Thy bounty, and grant me the streDJ1th 
for its protection.' " 

Thus Badi' traveled on foot an the way to Tihran and 
did not meet with anyone there. On arrival he discov
ered that the King was staying at his summer resi
dence. He made his way to that area and sat on the top 
of the hill over1ooking the Sbah's palace at Niyavaran. 
The King on three successive days, looking through his 
binoculars, saw the same man dressed in white, sitting 
in the same position on the hill. He ordered his men to 
find out who he was and what he wanted. 
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Badi' told them that he had a letter from a very 
important person for the 1Thiih and must hand it per
sonally to him. They searched him first and then 
brought him to the King. 

Bad{' - Heroie Martyr 

Only those who are well versed in the history 01 
Persia in the nineteenth century can appreciate the 
immense dangers which faced an ordinary person like 
Badi' wishing to meet a palace official, let alone the 
King. For at that time the King enjoyed absolute power 
and was surrounded by ruthless officials who would put 
to the sword anyone who would da re to utter one word, 
or raise a finger, against the established institutions of 
that oppressive regime. The loud voice of the "herald" 
who announced to the public in the streets the approach 
of the King's carriage, shouting, "Everyone die! 
Everyone go blind 1 U would strike terror into the hearts 
of the citizens who, with eyes cast to the ground, stood 
lifeless and still as their King and his men passed by. 

Being invested by Baha'u 'Uilh with tremendous pow
ers, this yOlUlg man of seventeen, assured and confi
dent, stood straight as an arrow, face to face with the 
King. Calmly and courteously he handed him the Tab
let and in a loud voice called out the celebrated Arabic 
phrase: "0 King! I have come to thee from Sheba with 
a weighty message." 

The King sent the Tablet to the divines of Tihran and 
commanded them to write an answer to Bah;i'u'llah. 
Finding themselves incapable of doing so, they evaded 
the issue and put .forward some excuses which dis
pleased the King immensely. 

Badi j was arrested, and for three successive days 
was brutally tortured. His endurance and fortitude 
amazed the executioner and other officials. They took a 
photograph of him as he sat in front of a brazier 
containing hot bars of iron with which he was branded. 
Eventually his head was beaten to a pulp with the butt 
of a rifle, and his body thrown into a pit. This was July 
1870. 

For three years after the martyrdom of Badic
, Baha

'u'UAh referred in His Tablets to his steadfastness and 
sacrifice, extolled his station. and bestowed upon him 
the title of "Pride of Martyrs." 

Continental Board of CounseUoTS members in South
ern Africa with Ha.nd of the Cause of God Pa.ttl 
Haneu. Left to right: Mr. Haney. Seewoosumbu't
Jeehoba Appa., Bahi!lyih Ford, and Shidan Fat~-t
A~o?am. 

The All-Important Tablet 
to the Shah 

, 

For over two decades the people of Persia had 
witnessed memorable acts of heroism performed by a 
small band of God-intoxicated heroes, whose devotion 
and self-sacrifice had created a great conflagration 
throughout that country. The Message of the Bab, the 
c1CCOunts of His martyrdom, and the transforming 
power of His Cause had already reached to every 
corner of that land; and from there its reverberations 
had echoed to the Western world. And yet as attested 
by Baha'u'llah, not until this Tablet of' tremendous 
importance was delivered to the King had the nainre 
of the Cause of God or the claims of its Founder, or its 
principles and teachings, been clearly enunciated to 
those who held the reins of power in their hands. 

In the annals of the Faith, Badi' stands out as the first 
heroic soul to arise for the proclamation of the Cause of 
Baha'u'llah and joyously sacrifice himself in His path. 

This sacrifice was not in vain. The Cause of Baha
'u'Uah - which. from the time of its inception, had been 
suppressed; whose adherents in the land of its birth had 
been so cruelly persecuted and at times mowed down in 
thousands; whose very name, as anticipated by 
Na.:s:iri'd-Din Shah. and the divines of Persia, was to 
have been obliterated from the pages of history - has 
in spite of much opposition, tremendously expanded 
during the last huodred years. Its light has been 
systematically diffused to all the continents of the 
world. The army of its pioneers and teachers, recruited 
from every race, class, and color, proclaiming to man
kind the advent of the Lord of Hosts, has encircled the 
globe. The rising institutions of its diVinely guided 
Administrative Order have been established; and with
in its World Center, in the vicinity of its holy Shrines, 
the crowning Edifice [The Universal House of Justice] 
of that same Order - the only refuge for the world's 
tottering civilization - has been majestically erected. 

This glorious unfoldment of the Cause in the Forma
tive Age and its futUre sovereignty in the Golden Age 
are the direct consequences, on the one hand, of the 
outpourings of Baha'u']U.h's Revelation and, on the 
other, of the mysterious power generated by the sacri
fice of countless martyrs, whose precious blood has 
flowed in great profusion during the Heroic Age of the 
Faith. 

Available 

Baha'i News Index, Vol. IV 

Volume IV of Baha'i News Index (Baha'i News issues 
394 to 453; January 1964 to December 1968) is now 
available from the Baha'i Publishing Trust. Compiled 
by Amine DeMille, this a very complete and valuable 
reference to the messages from the Universal House of 
Justice and the National Spiritual Assembly, and to 
numerous other items. 8lh x 11. 

Per copy ............................ $2.00 

Order through your local librarians from the Baha'i 
Publishing Trust, 415 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 
60091. 
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Teaching course in LangenhainIFrank/u-rt, Germany, June 1970. The guest: Hand of the Cause of God 'AU Akbar Furuta.n. stand
ing, with arms crossed. Discussions were held about the goa! 0/ the New World Order, as it was intended by Shoghi Effendi. 

Hand of the Cause of God Mr_ Furu.tan discusses 
a point during the June teaching course. 

l 

The local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Cologne, AprH 1970. 

• 
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Hand of the Cause of God WiUiam Sears 
and Mn:. Sears with. sOme :fTiends near the 
Tours d'Eiffi!l (Eifel Tower), Paris, France, 
MG.1" th.e spot wh.ich was blessed oy th.e 
p-T"e.ence of the Master about fifty-nine years 
ago. MT. and Mrs. Sears weTe' in I"rance jar 
the Annual Convention, May 1-3. Mr. Sears 
is in the upper left corner of the picture'. 

Hand of the Cause William SeaTS and MTJI. 
Sears with a gTOUp of friends and National 
Convention delegates in the back yarn of 
the Baha'i Center in Paris. 

) 

11 

:J-rance 

------------------------"" .... > ... --------.. ,-------.. -------------------. .... -----, ......... ------.. ,----------~ .. -----------.--.. -

The NaHonal Spiritual Assembty of the Baha'is of 
Uruguay. Left to right: (standing) Angel Togol6n, 
recoTding .secreta",,; Leopolda CaTabaUo. chairman; 
GilbeTt GrasseUll, tre(UUTeT; Juan YiuTa; Diego 
Rivero; RamOn. Moreira, se'cretaT1l; (seated) 
AminuUdh Mandegari. Boa:rd of Counsellors mem
be-r AthO$ Costas; Eva Moreira. librarian; Edward 
BelcheT. 

I 
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7th National Convention 
Malaysia 

The Seventh National Baha'i Convention held at the 
third residential college, University of Malaya, Pantai 
Valley, Kuala Lumpur, was attended by over one 
hundred and fifty Baha'i delegates and observers. 
Present were Dr. C. J. Sundram, representing the 
Continental Board of Counsellors, and Mr. Leong Tat 
Cheep Auxiliary Board member. 

Highlights of the Convention included the National 
Assemblyls report of the dedication to pioneer by four 
couples and two other Baha!is to East Malaysia and 
South India. 

Dr. Sundram commended the Malaysian Baha'i 
Community on its efforts and zeal to complete the Nine 
Year Plan goals, giving the special example of "Uncle" 
Leon Tat Chee who, despite grave ill health, has shown 
deep devotion to the Cause, a person in love with the 
Faith. 

Among the delegates and observers present were some 
twenty-five Aborigine Baha'is from the Malaysian jW1-
gle. Pledges and contributions for the Panama Temple 
and the National Fund were also made. 

Laos 
Our Baha'i community is blessed with the recent ap

pointment of Mr. Fereidoun Missaghian as a member 
of the Auxiliary Board of Southeast Asia, particularly 
in Laos. He lives in Luang Prabang, the royal capital of 
Laos, with his wife and baby girl. 
The recently erected l;Ia~iratu'l-Quds, for which the 

friends gave generously, attracts droves of believers to 
the weekly meetings. 

A real spirit of sacrifice is being demonstrated by our 
pioneers. Mr. Fazlollah Faridian, one of our Iranian 
pioneers, left his position with an airline to devote his 
full time to intensive teaching activities in Laos and 
areas on Thailand's border. Mr. Dawwod Saadati. on 
leaving his job in Vientiane, will cover the teaching 
post in Sayaboury, north of Laos. Mr. Firouz Aghdacy
Asl and his family will fill one of the vacant posts soon. 
Visas and meager incomes are but two of the many 
difficulties shared by the pioneers in Laos as they strive 
to forward the teaching e/fort. 

The Publishing Trust has translated four Baha'i Eng~ 
lish books, pamphlets, and a prayer book into the Lao 
language. And two new villages in the Vientiane area 
were opened to the Faith recently. 

Switzerland 
Some thirty parents and thirty children held an 

Intercalary Day meeting on March 1, gathering from 
most Baha'i communities in Switzerland for the first 
all-Swiss Parents and Children's Day at the National 
I.ial'iratu'I-Quds. 

After a period of music and meditation, the children 
joined various age groups to discuss, or draw, different 
subjects, such as, "Beauty Through Diversity." and 
"The Sun of Truth." 

The parents met under the chairmanship of Board of 
Counsellors member Erik Blumenthal. "The Baha'i 
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Education of Children" was presented in the light of the 
teachings of BaM 'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Baha. The parents 
also discussed the observance of Baha'i Holy Days. the 
religious school instruction of children, etc. 

The children and parents later met together, at which 
time the children presented the drawings they had 
made on the subjects studied during the day; and each 
recited a prayer or a verse revealed by Baha'u'llah. 

Baha'i children's classes are held regularly in Gene
va and in the region of Bern, with other classes, though 
less regularly, in Vevey, Lausanne, Basel, and Eastern 
Switzerland. 

New Zealand 
The Christchurch Baha'i group hosted a South Island 

Proclamation Conference on June 18-21 which showed 
that New Zealand has become electrified by the force of 
the Cause of God over the past few months. 

Highlights of the Conference were a fish and chip 
supper, lectures on the principles, the Covenant of 
Baha'u'llah, deepening, administration and the Univer
sal House of Justice, and teaching methods. The Con
ference brought out exciting ideas, and through prayers 
and action we expect to reach, and surpass~ our three 
local spiritual assembly goals by next RiQ,van. 

Previous to the Conference, the group had presented 
proclamation books to the mayor and church and civic 
leaders, and also sent out six hundred proclamation 
letters to public figures. National Spiritual Assembly 
member Mrs. Alexe Cookson gave support by giving 
the proclamation message at the public meeting. 

On Saturday evening the Baha'is from Greymouth, 
on the rugged West Coast, Nelson Province, and Dune
din also assisted in the well-publicized public meeting, 
which was turned into a huge fireside with some lively 
discussions. 

On Sunday evening a second public meeting was held 
at the University of Canterbury with over one hundred 
people receiving the Message of Baha'u'Uah. 

The fire that has been carefully kindled is now 
burning brightly; the South Island is alive with the 
vibrating influence of this Most Great Cause. 



.. 
BAHA'I NEWS 

The Continenta~ Boa1'd of 
loTS lor Western Asia at 
meeting of the members. 

CounseI
a recent 

Fint local Spiri.tual Assembly of WaTTensviUe Hdgh.ts, 
Ohio. Lett to Tight: (standing) Dr. Justo Kuncaitis, 
vice-chairman; Mrs. Winifred Stiker; Mrs. Yadwiga 
Kuncaitis; Pleasant MontgomeTY. chairman; (seated) 
Mrs. Mary Lou. Jenkins, secretary; Mrs. Yukiko Re
soda; Dr. Yasuyuki Hosoda; Mrs. Bernice Montgomeru, 
recording secretary; Frank S. Jenkins, treasurer. 
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Book Review 

"Humanity does not advance in wisdom, virtue and 
happiness through the inward urge of some anonymous 
force or the uplift of some original inborn power of its 
own. Far otherwise. For all that raises him above the 
level of a human animal man depends upon a new and 
special principle that is not found on the lower stages of 
being. This principle is a part of the creative process, 
and is the cause of all that is noble and gracious in life. 
It is active today as it has been active since the time of 
Adam, and men depend on it now for their well-being 
as completely as they have done throughout the past. 

"This is the principle of God's Self-Manifestation in 
the human degree of existence. 

,jThe operation of this principle is the force that gives 
to history its direction and its continuity. The part that 
man's will plays in the perfecting of civilization is a 
minor part. His dependence on the will of God is more 
complete than his ignorance realizes and more abject 
than his pride inclines him to admit." 1 

A Scholar Visionary 
When he wrote this passage in the year 1934, Hand of 

the Cause of God the late George Townshend was 
writing as the ordained minister of an established 
Church_ His elevation to the ranks of the Chief Trustees 
of Baha'u'Ilah's Covenant - like his public withdrawal 
from the Church of Ireland, and the extraordinary 
epistle he wrote to the leading Christian dignitaries of 
the world giving the reasons for this step - was 
shrouded in the future. 

Yet no veils obscured his own spiritual vision, and 
this book, The Promise Of All Ages*, reads even more 
vividly after thirty-five years; telling the story of our 
catastrophic epoch in terms that are more sharply 
comprehended by experience of a world cataclysm, the 
atomic threat under which we exist, and the tensions, 
prejudices, hatreds, and fears driving a humanity more 
closely interdependent than ever towards final disrup
tion of what is termed modern civilization. 

In his Introduction, the author - a classical scholar 
as well as a priest - speaks of his intention "to sketch 
in the form of.a continuous and coherent argument the 
religious teaching of Bahd'u'Uah/'2 setting the scene 
for the historical chapters to follow, and showing how 
the reverent admiration of a number of Western think. 
ers and divines - including Tolstoy, Vambery, Jowett, 
and Dr. Cheyne - who had heard of the Bab and of 
Bahil'u'llilh largely through the writings of Count Gobi
neau and of Professor Browne, prepared the way for an 
attentive audience to welcome the Master, 'Abdu'l
Baha, when, released from His forty-year-Iong impris
onment, He made His successive missionary journeys 
to Europe and America_ 

"Many lay members of Christian Churches. _ . have 
been profoundly moved by 'Abdu'l-Baha's presentation 
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Hugh McKinley 

" 

of Christian Truth .... His description of what consti
tuted the real Christian was the one which at the 
present time no organized body would unreservedly 
accept; yet they realized it might prove the only basis 
on which a lasting union of all Christian Churches could 
ever be effected. P::\ 

T ,anscending Faith and Creed 
Mr _ Townshend used both his scholarship and his 

religious discipline to do far more than give us either a 
Christian viewpOint upon the Baha'i Faith, or a refuta
tion of those doctrinal and dogmatic arguments that 
have been thought - for too many centuries - to con
stitute the whole of the religion of Jesus Christ. 

His testimony to the truth and reality of the Revela
tion of Baha'u'llah is uncompromising. It is counter
pOinted by his anxiety that the communion he served so 
long should not be debarred from a true insight into the 
meaning and purpose of their Founder's message that 
"The kingdom of heaven is at hand." 

In this book we have an explanation of the teachings 
of Christ, and the history of His fol1owers' unintentional 
SUbstitution - through the ages - of the letter for the 
spirit, only to be exceeded in commentative BahA'i 
literatUre by the later work, Christ and Bahd'u'Udh, the 
author's masterpiece, referred to by Shoghi Effendi as 
"his crowning achievement." 

After explaining the unity of world history and the 
fundamental importance this concept has for OUr un
derstanding of the meaning and purpose of Baha'u'
llah's Revelation, Mr. Townshend shows, with both 
quotation and commentary, how this has been a basic 
theme of an the Founders of the world's religiOns, even 
though, being preparatory, They gave less emphaSis to 
what could only be of fullest meaning with the estab
lishment, rather than the promise, of God's Kingdom 
on earth. 

He points out the consistency of the Bible, no matter 
to what use its words may have been put, in holding to 
this unfoldment of human history in terms of spiritual 
history - not through the efforts of man, but through 
the specifically ordained revelation of the divine will 
through those whom he terms 4 'Great Souls." The 
chapters dealing with the unity of God, the nature of 
the Manifestation, and the unity and distinction of each 
and everyone of the specific revelations, form a study 
in themselves, based as they are upon the Book of 
Certitude, The Kitab·i·iqan. They summarize and place 
in perspective the teachings and history of the Prophets 
with the Baha'i concept of Their indivisible oneness, 
leading on into the particular mission of Jesus and the 
signs He was permitted to reveal about that Doomsday 
whose imminent commencement He had been empow
ered to announce. 

f 
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Universal Expectation 
Expectation of "the Second Coming" was a vivid 

feature of Christian belief for the first two centuries 
after the Crucifixion, It had the active support of some 
of the most eminent Fathers of the Church; it was 
carried on through medieval and Renaissance litera
tUre into the poetry of Henry Vaughan and Dryden, 
while fading to some indeterminate future, theological
ly. 

Then, in the latter part of the eighteenth and begin· 
ning of the nineteenth century. this feeling became 
active once more, and began to flame up amongst the 
religious. And this revival of Adventism was not con
fined to the Christian fold; other religionists too were 
suddenly reinterested in the promises of their Holy 
Books, that, in the fullness of time, a World-Savior 
would be made manifest. 

Western understanding of the denial of the Jews - of 
the 2000-year-Iong affliction they have suffered because 
of that failure to recognize the Messenger they had 
been promised and were awaiting - must be brought to 
mind when considering the response to His summons 
evoked by Baha'u'llah - not alone from the hierarchy 
of Islam which was primarily responsible, but from the 
world's secular and religious leaders as a body. 

"Their minds," writes Mr. TownShend, speaking of 
the Christian expectation, "were not set upon are
manifestation in another human form of that eternal 
and unchanging Essence which Christ called'!'; but 
merely on a reappearance out of the sky of that very 
self-same being who previously had been born among 
them of the Virgin Mary. U.oI: 

He continues: "As in Christendom, so throughout the 
rest of the world. The universal expectation of an 
august theophany was vitiated by misunderstandings 
and led to no good result. A rigid traditionalism 
cramped the souls of men. No organized religion in any 
quarter of the globe seems to have believed that the 
coming Prophet would demand radical reforms and lift 
the people to a higher level of thought and conduct.. . 
Every religion looked for a Vindicator who should be 
exclusively its own, who should justify its dogmas, 
reinforce its institutions and exalt it to a position of 
complete and unchallengeable supremacy over the er
roneous faiths of the rest of mankind. 

" ... if the Holy Prophet should come (as all Holy 
Prophets had done before Him) . . . bearing a new 
Name, bringing a new Book, He would be confronted by 
the denial of every section of every extant religion. His 
acceptance would be secured through the private judg
ment of independent individuals. "5 

"Of Such Consummate Excellence" 
This preliminary setting of the scene offers a course in 

the history of Western civilization to us all. It expounds 
the Baha'i Teachings upon the nature and purpose of 
man and the way traced for him by an all-loving 
Creator. Understanding of this will enable us to correct 
the disordered picture of the meaning of life that both 
secular and religiOUS instruction has bequeathed our 
generation. It will supply logical anSwers for the disil
lusioned minds of young people who have, so reasOn
ably, discarded a tradition which only produces social 
decay. 

For the remaining half of the book, the author sets 
before us (in extraordinary detail, considering the 
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modest length of the work) the history of the three 
Central Figures, and of the Heroic Age, of the Baha'i 
Faith, its Teachings, system, and goa1. Great felicity of 
style and a command of the English language that is at 
once sensitive and absolute enable much to be said and 
still more to be implied - as when, for instance refer~ 
ring to Uthose who were masters in Islam "6 the' author 
remarks, wit~ a compassionate irony ali the stronger 
be~a~se of ~us own life-involvement, "The forms of 
rehgton sUTvwed and the appara.tus of worship was still 
treasured. . . "T 

N~ver forgetting that he is writing for a general 
audIence, Mr. Townshend, while never shirking facts 
does not embark upon details that would confuse, bui 
leaves them for other, mare detailed studies. The 
Convenant-breakers are referred to but once but in 
cruShing terms: "The envy a.nd malignity' 01 His 
[Baha'u'llah's] private enemies probably was inten
Sified; certainly they continued to out judas JOOa8.''''8 

Again, so as not to alienate interest with terms 
unfamiliar, the institution of the Hands of the Cause is 
termed a College of International Teachers; those nine 
members in attendance upon the Guardian, a Chapter. 

Mention is made of all the major works Baha'u'llah 
revealed, and the plan and system of the Administra
tive Order given in sufficient detail for the reader to 
understand it will be effective in carrying out the 
intended aim. As he previously states: 

"In this Day it is requiTed by Baha'u'U"h that the will 
Of God be done by men; and men shal! be judged by 
their deeds and by nothing else. Faith in the past has 
been shown by words. But it is not SO now. Url 

Coming the full circle to the point of unity: so, as one, 
all began; so, as one soul in many bodies, all is 
consummated-man is given a part in all that is by 
virtue of his own consciousness; expanded, through 
fulfillment of the Divine Promise, to regard the species 
as a whole that reflects in all the infinite variety of its 
parts the oneness of God. 

Yet the step remaining to be accomplished, from the 
few to the many, will not be brought about merely by 
instruction, not SOlely by making the Cause known. It is 
the attractive power of the Word. the divine love, that 
alone can generate practical, lasting results: 

~~A religion springing from a commOn aspiration, 
animated by a common devotion, calling to a common 
obedience, bestowing upon all a common happiness, 
shall bind all nations and all lives into one whole by 
chains of a common a we and a common love." 1 0 

And the book concludes with recollections of those 
who had the unspeakable bounty of seeing this love of 
God for man personified in the Person of the Manifesta
tion-a bounty not denied to ourselves and to all future 
generations, who may gaze upon the face of their Lord 
from the photograph preserved at the World Center of 
the Faith-and in the Center of the Covenant. 

This book is of immense value, not alone because it is 
written to a most exalted theme. It stands as a work of 
art that embodies in its own form the spirit of the 
message it contains. It is written in beautiful language? 
the emanation of a great mind. 

In addition to being of special value to those reared, 
or living within, a Christian orbit, it includes many 
extracts and quotations not usually grouped so conven
iently together. Of these, and perhaps worthy to rank 
with the enraptured narrations from NabH's immortal 
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history, is the imperishable aCcoWlt of his first meeting 
with the Center of the Covenant by Hand of the Cause of 
God the late Horace Holley: 

U 'A glory. as it were from the summits of human 
natu.re, poured into me, and I was conscious of a most 
intense impulse to admire. In 'Abdu'l-Baha I felt the 
awful presence of Baha'u.'Uah, and as my thoughts 
returned to activity, I reaHzed that I had drawn as near 
as man now may to pure spirit and pure being.'''11 

On the note of complete and absolute confidence, of 
the world triumph of the Faith already spiritUally 
achieved, the author ends. His last sentence an appeal, 
once more, to the Hreligiou.s leaders and thinkers of the 
West" to lead the followers of the Son into the Kingdom 
of the Father. 

"This Is the Balance . . ." 
Yet no one may put the book down without realizing 

that, just as the fruits of human denial have been chaos 
and despair, the implications of such unreserved love 
poured out from God, extended to an almost totally 
heedless humanity by His Manifestation, are a reflected 
love on the part of the indivjdual~a human love for 
God knowing no bounds, accepting no limits to the 
sacrifice it will make. 

This hidden emphasis, so much the spirit of its 
illustrious author, raises The Promise of All Ages far 
above the level of a textbook or list of facts. Every page 
is instinct with not only the spirit of universal proda. 
mati on ~ uHe Who is your Promised One is 
come!" - but with the spirit of unquenchable stead
fastness, a steadfastness divorced from all fanaticism 
or pride: open-eyed, informed, and - above an 
this - replete with a joy and Simplicity to which very 
few attain. 

Quoted on page 174 of this edition is the Hsacred 
adage which Nabit appHes to the martyr Quddu8,u and 
which the present writer had the privilege of being 
instructed in (only it was never apparent as instruction, 
then) by Mr. Townshend at a time when he was 
withstanding the entire hierarchy of the Church of 
Ireland: refuting their objections from the text of their 
own sacred Gospel. 

He spoke of these lines as enshrining the price and 
the recompense of belief. They represent the way he 
himself followed unflinchingly to the end of his earthly 
life. Meditation upon their implications can do more 
than all that has been here written to recommend his 
book. 

HWhoso seeketh Me. shalt find Me. 
Whoso findeth Me, shall be dTawn to Me. 
Whoso draweth nigh unto Me, shan love Me. 
Whoso loveth Me, him shall I also love. 
He who is beloved of Me. him shal! I slay. 
He who is slain by Me, I Myself shall be 
his ransom." I:.! 

.. -lI- * '* * 
References: 1961 Talisman Edition - (1) p. 32; (2) p. 1; 

(3) pp. 16-17; (4) p. 80; (5) pp. 81-82; (6 & 7) p. 95; 
(8) p. 116; (9) pp. 134·135; (10) p. 155; (11) p. 172; 
(12) p. 174. 

*The Promise of An Ages: George Townshend; George 
Ronald, England, 1961. Available through the Baha'i 
Publishing Trust, 415 Linden Avenue t Wilmette, Illinois 
60091. or the Baha'i PUblishing Trust, London, England. 
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Seventh Youth Symposium 
The Republic of San Marino was host for the second 

time to the Seventh Italian Youth SympOsium held from 
June 1-3, with Hand of the Cause of God Ugo Giachery 
and Mrs. Giachery present. The meetings were held in 
the Congress Palace, kindly put at the disposal of the 
Baha'is by the Tourism Center of San Marino. 

The symposium theme was: Why youth today reject 
political, social, religious institutions, and what can be 
offered to them. Seminars were held, and On the last 
day each group presented part of the theme. 

Mr. Alfred Speranza, a young pianist, who recently 
became a Baha'i, organized a very pleasant evening 
together with three other musiCians, presenting his own 
compositions, inspired by the Faith, and explaining 
briefly why he wrote them. 

All those attending from San Marino and near-by 
towns were greatly impressed, and it was an opportu
nity for them to learn about the Faith. 

World Religion Day 
On January 18 - World Religion Day - the first 

round table was sponsored by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Italy in Rome at the Accademia Tiberina, 
a cultural dub. The theme was, uReligion as an instru_ 
ment of peace and unity," with speakers of different 
faiths. Many attended, and a lively discussion followed. 

The Catholic speaker, a monk well known to all 
Italians, as he appears on a television program every 
night, was asked to repeat what was said on that 
occasion. He appeared on a TV program explaining that 
the meeting was sponsored by the Baha'is, and read 
the prayer for all hUmanity by 'Abdu'l-Baha. He told 
the Baha'is that this might bring many responses and 
that he would prepare a program on the Baha'i Faith. 

The interest aroused by this interreligious round 
table enabled the Baha'is to present the Book of the 
Proclamation to the vice·director of the Italian tele~ 
vision, who seemed favorable to examining the possibil. 
ity of presenting the Faith briefly on television, and to 
the vicariat of Pope Paul VI. 

Baha'j Faith in the Press 
The following article appeared in the GiOTnale di 

Sicilia, the daily paper of Palermo: "Meeting with 
Dizzy Gillespie, one of the creators of modem jazz; the 
'Dizzy' Negro musician is a fervent follower of the 
Baha'i religion." 

The interview took place in Bergamo, and the report. 
er tells of his meeting with Mr. Gillespie, "the mystic 
with a trumpet" who, upon learning he came from 
Palermo. told him that if he had not been detained by 
his work, he- would have gone to Palermo two years ago 
for the Baha'i Congress. Mr. Gillespie pulled a prayer 
book out of his pocket and explained that it was his 
favorite reading, and if everyone meditated on these 
words there would be no more wars. The conversation 
continued, and Mr. Gillespie explained some of the 
principles of the Faith as well as how, to him, his music 
and his religion are one thing. 
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National ItaHan BaM'l Youth. Slllmposium, San MaTino, Italy, June 1-3. At centeT: Hand of the Cause of God nt'. 
Ugo Giachery and Mrs. GiacheTl/. 

Proclamation Through Music 
Mr. Alfredo Speranza, a Uruguayan musician living 

in Italy (see above), has done much to proclaim the 
Faith through his music, Before accepting the Faith he 
wrote a piece for the piano, uBaha'i Poem," which he 
would play during his regular concert tours all over 
Italy. Now, as a Baha'i, he is still composing to express 
in his music what the Teachings of Baha'u'lllth mean to 
him. He is called to play in many cities in Italy, as well 
as abroad, and his audience is always responsive and 
an interest in the Faith is aroused. 

Now Mr. Speranza is going to Uruguay where the 
Government will offer him a recognition for what he 
has done to spread Uruguayan music abroad. 

Anniversary of the Declaration of the Bab, May 23, in 
Giachery. and Baha'is trom San M4rino. Bimini, and 

A book dispwll during a week of extenaive teaching 4ctivities 
in Catania, SicilVJ MaTch 21-26. 
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MemeeTs of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Bahd.'is oj Fintand, elected April 25. Left 
to right: (standing) Mozaffar Namdar, record
ing secretary; Eino KyUiCiinen, vice-chainnan; 
Matti Vesamaa; Donald Dja; KuUe",Q Huu.s
konen; (sitting) Miss Si1'kka Salmi. secretary; 
Valde Nyman; Dr. Habib'u'Uah Zabihian, chair
man; Mrs. Ritva Zabihian, treasurer. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of the 
B~~'is of POTtugal: Left 10 right: Hilda 
Xavier Rodrigue.$'; Jorge Santo., choir
m.an; Manuel Freitas, secretary; Helder 
Matos, as.rirtant .secretary; Maria Santos; 
Celestino Silva; Mario Marques, foreign 
secretary; Jose Marque'S, vice-chairman; 
James S. Barba1'a, minutes secretary. 

The NationaJ Convention 01 the Bahd'{ Com
munitv of Ftnland, Apri.! 25-26. 

- J _ _ _ 
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The Tenth Annual Convention of the 
Baoo'b- of Brazit. Rep-resen.ting the Con
tinental Board of CounseUors of South 
America wo. Auxiliary Board member 
Edmund Mh'!',sfer, sixth. from th.e lett of 
the middle TOW of adulu. 
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Tne National Spiritual Assembl1ll of the 
BaM'is of Brazil Left to Tight: (back 
'TOw) Robert Mieulef'; Dja14t Eghrari. 
treasurer; ShupooT Mon.a.d;em, chairman; 
Rangvatd Taetz; Rolf 'OOn Czek1U, Tecoro~ 
ing .secrdut"1l; (front row) Muml Mies,f· 
ler, foreign seCTettU1l; Guitty Milani; 
MlInam Mien!eT, national secn!!taf'1l; 
N'IIlza Taetz. 

_____ " ______ .~ ______ ~ __ • _____ " ______________ N __ • ________ ._~ 

The 1910 National Convention of the Baha'is of 
Thaitand. 

The NaUonal Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is 01 Thailand. 
Left to right: (standing) PrtlS4ft4S' Ba.nkha.othong; Cha14d 
BTomawonchaoonda, vice-chairma:n; Nuctra Yogachand.,.a.. 
treasurer; CMvalit Man;ikut. secret(l,'I"Y; So:wu.i Th-ofl.gsoot; 
Theinthai Aptjabutr; Mrs, Shi1'in Fozdar, cha.irman; M1'oS'. 
Dhanya Apijabutr, assistant .recreta.1'Y; SaW4ng Thongsoot. 
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South bland PToclamatwn Conference, sponsored by Christ
church. Baha'i group, New Zealand, June 18. 

GTOUp pnoto at National Convention in 
Auckland, New Zealand, AprU 1970. 
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The National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is Of New Zealand. Left to right: 
(front row) John Giffin, MuS' P. Ring
wood, .,.ecretary; Manuchir Ala'l, choir
man; M1"s. M. Edward.!; (back row) HUl
ton Grigor; Mr.f. Jean Simmons; Joh.n 
Milne; Howard Harwood, Continental 
Board of Counsellors member; Mrs. Ale:re 
Cookson.; John CaTT. 

14th Annual Convention 
About seventy believers from all parts of New Zea

land, a large portion of them youth, attended the 
Convention on April 24-26. Continental Board of Coun
sellors member Howard Harwood. representing the 
Hands of the Cause of God, was given a warm welcome 
on behalf of all those present by Mr, Manuchir Ala'!, 
chairman of the National Spiritual Assembly. 

After the reading of the Message from the Universal 
House of Justice, Mr. Harwood gave the Convention the 
heartening news that the Faith was indeed going 
ahead. In Australia alone. there were forty local assem
blies, formed for the most part by young people. New 
Zealand would have to establish assemblies in another 
six provinces in order to accomplish the Nine Year 
Plan goals, and such was the spirit and enthusiasm of 
all present that no one doubted that all goals would be 
achieved. The message from the Continental Board of 
Counsellors was also appreciatively received. 

Several constructive recommendations were passed, 
and concrete plans were put forward by youth merna 
bers for travel teaching, to be put into effect without 
delay. 

Members elected to the National Spiritual Assembly 
were: Manuchir Ala'i, John Giffin, Miss P. Ringwood, 
John Carr, Mrs. M. Edwards, Mrs. Jean Simmons, Mr. 
Hylton Grigor, John Milne, and Mrs. Elexe Cookson. 

During the evening a clever and humorous play, 
"God Loves Laughter." written by youth members and 
directed by Sue Keesing~ was presented. Afterwards, 
there was community singing. 

A fitting close to what was regarded as a most joyous 
and happy Convention was the warmth and encourage
ment displayed by Howard Harwood in his address. He 
assured the friends of the ever-present interest of the 
Institution of the Hands of the Cause of God, and 
promised them that there would be visits from more 
Hands of the Cause during the year. 
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ghana 

Th.e ffa.?iTlltU'!-Quds in Accra, Ghana, acquired in 1969. 

------'--'"--'''-----''----------,--,~-----------------, 

-.iJonJuraj 

The National Spiritual Assemblv of the Baha'is 
of H ondUTaS. Left to right: (back row) Dille Sin
clair, chairman; Carlos Vasquez, trea.su1'e1"; Jere 
McKinney; Parois Rohani; Chri. Ruhe, recordtng 
secretary; (seated) Jose Lopez; Olinda. Sierra, 
secretaTY; Carm.en Rohani: Rene Sanchez. 

The 1970 Nationa! BaM'{ Convention f(JT 
Honduras, 

r 
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In the upper right corneT, the delegatea: to the Na
tional Convention. with Continental Board oj Coun
sellors member Mas'ud Khamsi and Auxiliary BoaTd 
member Mercedez Sanchez. Immediately above is a 
Picture oj the Baha'i Summer Sch.ool in Peru; wnile 
to the right IS shown the Lima Baha'i Community 
and friends a ttending monthly deepening conferences 
in Lima. 

There is a new Baha'i Community in Huama. Depart
ment oj Cuzo, Peru. Two hundred and fifteen adult! 
entered the Faith there on JUne 17-"ou"7 jiTst mass 
conversion fruit." They are pictured here at center 
Tight. 

SEPTEMlfR 1970 

r 
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Baha'is and friends at National Convention in Lima, Peru, 1970. 

____ ~---____ '_' __ ' ___ '_"_'_,I_'_'_"_'_'_,_' __ ' __ ,-, __________ _ 

The Spiritual AssemDty of Huntsville, Alabllma, at 
the time of its incorporation. July 1. Left to right: 
(standing) Stewart Waddell, vice-chairman; Lester 
Himes. treasurer; James KeUlI, recording SeC'Tetarll; 
Stanley Bag~ey, chairman; Segurd Schmidt; (sitting) 
Mrs. FloTence Bag!ey, secretary; Mn:. Tommie Kelly: 
Mrs. Marjorie Wadden; Miss Fannie Jude, 

Correction: Page 9, August 1970, Baha'i News - please 
change the word "Nine" in right column to "Niue." 

I 
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The first focal Spirituat Assembly oj Moore, 
Oklahoma. Left to right: (standing) Gary HiU
aire, Mrs. Patricia Benson, tnasuTer; Mrs. Paula 
Price; Paris Price; Lynn King, chairman; (seat
ed) Fuad Akhtarkhavuri, vice-chairman; Mrs. 
Ann HUlaire, Tccording secretary; Edwin An
derson; Mrs. Lauretta King, secretary. 

First local Spiritual Assembly of Swarthmore. Penn.!:ylvania. 
Left to right. from top: Barbara Drahus; Robert Buckle?'; 
JOllce Perry. secretary; Rosemary C!ossen, recording secretary: 
Joan Khoshbin, treasurer; David Clossen, vice-chairman; Betty 
LygneH: Cynthia Macdonald: Charle.'1 SeeburgeT. chairman. 

SEPTEMBER 1970 

The Spiritua1 Assembfy oj Baltimore County, Mary
land, at the time of its incorporation, Aprit 1970. Left 
to right: (back row) Vance E. R. Martin, Jr .• Mary 
K. Radpour, Dr. Frederick S. Lee. Shahrzad Radpour, 
Albert E. Dorrida,' (front row) Madge T. Palmer, 
C[(lrk(' Lanwan. Bettie Lanf1ra!I. Imj Radpour. 

Fint local Spiritual AssemMII oj Northampton, Massachu
setts. Left to right: (front) Stephen Waite, Mrs. Zlmarion 
Walker. Mrs. Nancy Jordan, Gerard Baruch; (rear) Dalton 
Garis. Mrs. Ju.dith Bibb, Rof>ert Walker, Jeannine Bitz, Philip 
Christemien. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published for drculation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United 
States, as a new..'! organ reporting current activities of the Baha'i world community 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mr. Aaron Bowen, Managing Editor; Miss Charlotte Lin
foot., National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee, Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee. 

Material must be received by the twenty-fifth of the second month preceding date of issue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, IllinOis 60091, U,S.A. 

Change of :lctdress should be reported directly to Nation31 Saba.'! Center. 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette. Illinois. U.S.A. 60091. 
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The following message was cabled by The Universal 
House of Justice to Hands of the Cause of God RuJ:tiyyih 
Khanum and William Sears, who represented that su
preme Institution at the Conferences in Bolivia and 
Mauritius during August: 

PLEASE ANNOUNCE TO PARTICIPANTS CON
FERENCE JOYOUS NEWS DECISION CALL 
THREE ADDITIONAL NATIONAL CONVEN
TIONS NEXT RIPVAN NAMELY SUDAN CHAD 
AND CONGO-BRAZZAVILLE GABON BRING
ING TO SEVEN NEW NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLIES BEING FORMED AT CLOSE OF 
SEVENTH YEAR NINE YEAR PLAN STOP FER
VENTLY PRAYING HOLY SHRINES BEHALF NA
TIONAL COMMUNITIES BAHA'I WORLD 
REACHING ONE HUNDRED ONE BY NEXT 
RIPVAN SUPPLICATING REINFORCEMENT TIES 
UNITING THEM GREATER CONSECRATION 
CHALLENGING TASKS STILL AHEAD WIDER 
PARTICIPATION ALL RANKS FAITHFUL STOP 
COMMUNICATING TEXT CABLE ALL NATION
AL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLIES. 

This thrilling announcement is another in a rising 
number 01 evidences of the accelerated pace at 
which the Baha'i world community is developing. 
In its message to the National Conventions last Ric;lvim, 

The Universal House of Justice called for the formation 
of four Na tiona I Spiritual Assemblies at RiQ.vlm 1971: 
Lesotho; Ivory Coast, Mali, and Upper Volta; Trinidad 
and Tobago; and Solomon Islands. Now this message 
announces three more: Sudan; Chad; CongoaBrazza
ville and Gabon. 

Note that Chad will have its own Assembly. In the 
original outline of the Nine Year Plan, Chad and Central 
African Republic were to have shared one Assembly; 
but we find that Central African Republic has already 
established a National Assembly and that Chad will 
have one representing it alone. This is an obvious sign 
that these two countries have grown beyond our expec
tations and are being rewarded with the divine con
firmation that comes to an area when a National 
Spiritual Assembly is formed in it. 

In announcing the goals of the Nine Year Plan at 
Riq.van 1964, The Universal House of Justice called for 
"The raising of the number of National Spiritual As
semblies. the pillars sustaining The Universal House of 
Justice, to one hundred and eight, nine times the 
number which embarked on the first historic World 
Crusade in 1953." At present there are ninety-four 
National Spiritual Assemblies. And, if we continue to 
grow at the present rate, there is every reason to hope 
that the goal of one hundred and eight will be surpassed 
by RiQ.vim 1973. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Continental and Oceanic Conferences 
At RiQvim 1969, The Universal House of Justice an

nounced to the Baha'i world the holding of a series of 
eight Oceanic and Continental Conferences between Au
gust 1970 and September 1971. The purpose of these Con
ferences would be to stimulate and aid the proclamation 
of the Faith as well as the promotion of all the goals of 
the Nine Year Plan. The first two of these Conferences 
were held in August: at Rose Hill, Mauritius, from the 

14th to the 17th; and at La Paz, Bolivia, from the 13th 
to the 16th. Full reports of these historic events have 
not yet been completed for publication. However, The 
Universal House of Justice received, during the course 
of the Conferences, cabled information about their prog· 
ress. By courtesy of the Baha'i International News 
Service operating at the World Center, Bahti. 'i News 
quotes this information as a preliminary report: 

T 



Hand of the Caun of God RuQ.i1l1,1'ih .{(b.anum visitr with ~he Baha" Communit1l in Lima:. and friend., en 'l'ou.te to Continental 
Conference in La Pa:, Bolivia. August 6, 1970. 

"SIX HUNDRED FIFTY BAHA'IS GATHERED 
PRESENCE BELOVED REPRESENTATIVE AMAT
UL-BAHA RUI;iIYYIH KHANUM SIX COUN
SELLORS TWELVE BOARD MEMBERS THIRTY
NINE MEMBERS NATIONAL ASSEMBLIES FIF
TEEN TRIBES RACES NINETEEN COUNTRIES 
CELEBRATING INCESSANT VICTORIES MASS 
TEACHING WITH INCREASE OVER THIRTY 
THOUSAND BELIEVERS SINCE LAST AUGUST 
INCLUDING TWENTY-FOUR THOUSAND 
SINCE LAST RII;lVAN, CONFERENCE PLEDGED 
RECONSECRATE EFFORTS WIN ALL REMAIN
ING GOALS PLAN, FURTHER DETERMINED 
WIN UNPRECEDENTED INCREASE EXPANSION 
CONSOLIDATION WAITING MASSES SOUTH 
AMERICA, CONFERENCE HONORED VISIT 
MINISTER EDUCATION , , . "- Cable from 
Continental Conference in Bofivia. August IS, 
1970. 

"FURTHER ANNOUNCE CALL AMATU'L-BA
HA ANSWERED BY THIRTY-ONE PIONEER AND 
HUNDRED THIRTEEN TRAVELLING TEACHER 
OFFERS ... "-Cable from Continental Con
ference in Bolivia, August 16, 1970. 

"UN IQUE CONFERENCE RECALLI NG LONDON 
CONGRESS {WASI CROWNED {BYI OVER 200 
ATTENDANTS ALL BACKGROUNDS RECEIVED 
PRESI DENTIAL PALACE {BYI PRESIDENT BO
LIVIA. YOUR BOOK OFFICIALLY PRESENTED 
GRACIOUSLY RECEIVED SPEECH APPRECIA
TION FAITH PRINCIPLES TELEVISED ... " 
Cable from Hand of the Couse Amatu'I-Bah" 
Ru~ryyih !Q)anum, August 17, 1970. 

"OVER 800 FRIENDS ASSEMBLED CONFERENCE 
EXPRESS LOVING GRATITUDE PRESENCE 
HANDS CAUSE SEARS lliAZEH MUHAJIR UP
LIFTING HEARTS SURPASS GOALS NINE YEAR 
PLAN . , . "- Cable from Indion Ocean Con
ference, August 15, 1970. 

"CONFERENCE SUCCESSFULLY CONCLUDED 
OVER 800 ATTENDING n COUNTRIES THREE 
HANDS NINE COUNSELLORS TEN BOARD 
MEMBERS 22 NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
REPRESENTATIVES 17 ASSEMBLIES. OUTSTAND
ING PRESS TELEVISION ALSO CONTACT GOV. 
ERNMENT OFFICIALS PRIME MINISTER GOV. 
ERNOR·GENERAL UNITED NATIONS PEACE 
CORPS MINISTERS MAYORS INDUSTRY. HUGE 
AUDIENCE PUBLIC MEETING. FINAL DAY 212 
PIONEERS VOLUNTEERED THREE HUNDRED 
THOUSAND RUPEES FOUR JEEPS CONTRIB. 
UTED PLEDGED. ALL ATTENDANTS CONSE. 
CRATED SELVES SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION 
ALL GOALS PLAN." - Cable from Hand of the 
Cause William Sears, August 18, 1970. 

Bolivia 
A devoted pioneer, Mrs. Ellen Sims, writes: 
"Today I read a teaching report of two volunteer 

Indian teachers (who walk for thirteen hours to bring 
their reports and enrollment cards to the Regional 
Teaching Committee) which reflects so pOignantly the 
spirit of all these dear friends who arise to teach the 
Faith voluntarily in Bolivia and in all mass conversion 
countries that I thought it might warrant inclusion in 
Baha'i News in condensed form. (These are two broth
ers, believers only for several months, who never 
attended Baha'i courses of study, but were taught by 
that devoted soul in Bolivia, Meleton Gallardo.) 

if 'Very dear brothers in the Baha'i Faith: Through 
this report we are letting all our Baha'i brothers and 
sisters know that we have made teaching trips in our 
campo to the Chayante Province of the Department of 
Potosi; we, the traveling teachers of our beloved Baha'i 
Faith, Ancelmo and Valenti Heredia Puma, with all our 
hearts have visited the following places . ... In all these 
places many children of God have entered the Faith 
and are happy asking us for more visits . .. they have 

r 



.. 
IAHA" NEWS 

manifested to us that we are known by all, saying that 
they do not think we would be visiting them with lies 
and deceits, as they have now heard about the good 
Manifestations of God, with divine words in favor of the 
indigenous people of the campo, of how we can all live 
with God and His Blessings .... It is very difficult and 
sacrificial, day and night, explaining without tranquil 
rest, at times we do not eat, and at times we do not 
sleep, walking in the high mountains, across the rivers 
and plains, very difficult passages through the campo. 
We greet you very affectionately .... 110 new Baha'is 
enrol1ed in the Faith during this teaching trip.' H 

In Memoriam 

DEEPLY GRIEVED PASSING KNIGHT BAHA'U'LLAH BE
LOVED MARY COLLISON. HER LONG BRILLIANT REC· 
ORD DEDICATED SELFLESS SERVICES UNITED STATES 
AFRICA IN COLLABORATION DEAR HUSBAND IM
PERISHABLE. PRAYING FERVENTLY HOLY SHRINES 
PROGRESS HER RADIANT SOUL. 

-UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
August 13, 1970 

Mrs. Mary Gale Collison was born in Canada in 1892. 
She moved to the United States at the age of nine 
years. In 1920 she married Reginald C. Collison. Both 
became Bahatis in 1924 in Geneva, New York. Mrs. 
Collison was a member of the Study Outline Committee 
of the National Spiritual Assembly and of the National 
Teaching Committee for some years. 

After moving to Geyserville, California, in 1945 Mrs. 
Collison made a number of teaching trips for the Faith 
in the West and Northwest, and she also served as a 
member of the Geyserville Baha'i School Program 
Committee, as well as a member of the Geyserville 
Spiritual Assembly. for several years. 

In February 1952 Mr. and Mrs. Collison pioneered in 
Uganda, and the following year proceeded to Rwanda
Burundi in response to the Guardian's call for pionee rs 
for that country under the Ten Year Crusade. Forced 
by the Belgian government to leave Rwanda-Burundi in 
1955, the Collisons left behind a nucleus of twenty or 
more believers who carried the Faith throughout that 
country and the Eastern Congo until today, when there 
are thousands of Baha'is and two National Spiritual 
Assemblies in that area. 

Mr. and Mrs. Collison were among the very first 
American pioneers under the Ten Year Crusade and, 
together with Mr. Dunduzu Chisiza of Uganda, who 
accompanied them to Rwanda~Burundi, were named by 
the beloved Guardian as Knights of Baha 'u'nah. 

After returning to Uganda, the Collisons again be. 
came custodians of the Baha'i Center in Kampala, and 
later of the Baha'i House of Worship. There they grew 
all the plants and trees and laid out the Temple 
landscaping, and Mary arranged the Temple pro
grams. They returned to Geyserville in 1966, for health 
reasons, but continued active service to the Faith. Mrs. 
Collison was a member of the Spiritual Assembly of 
Sonoma County, California, until her passing on August 
11, 1970, follOWing a lingering illness. 

The Baha'is of Burundi·Rwanda, on hearing of Mrs. 
Collison's death, cabled: 

3 

PLEASE CONVEY REX COLLISON OUR DEEPEST GRIEF 
SYMPHATHY LOSS DEAR MARY VALIANT KNIGHT 
BAHA'U'LLAH BURUNDI.RWANDA. FRIENDS THIS RE
GION WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER COLU50NS' SER
VICES PROMOTION FAITH. 

New believers in Tablogan., Th.e Ph.ilippin.es. 

The Philippines 
Teaching the Faith in the tribal areas of San Jose 

Occidental Mindoro, an island in the Philippines, has s~ 
greatly inspired Firooze Tolouie, OUr student pioneer 
from frim, that he promised to be back there during his 
school holidays. 

Firooze went to Mindoro on June 6 and stayed until 
June 11. During these five days he visited the Baha'is of 
two localities and opened a new area where new be. 
lievers enrolled. Together with two other traveling 
teachers, one of whom is a member of the Mangyan 
tribe, he assisted the friends in understanding more 
about the Baha'i principles and administration. They 
also taught some Baha'i songs. 

Firooz came back to Manila with a radiant spirit, 
and brought the names of the thirty·eight new believers 
in the Faith of Baha'u'llilh to the National Spiritual 
Assembly. 

The Band!is Of Tablogan. The Philippines. 
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All structural concrete work to balcony level was to 
be completed by August 15 on the rapidly growing 
Panama House of Worship. An August 4 report indi
cated that one-third of the balcony floor, inner and 
outer balustrades, had been poured, and that the final 
section of this part of the project should be completed 
by the end of September. As indicated in the photo
graph, some of the dome ribs have been poured, and 
reports say that all of them will probably be done by 
the end of October. 

Quality control and plan schedules are frequently 
discussed with the contractor and engineers. The Na
tional Spiritual Assembly reports that they anticipate 
completion of guniting the dome for the Temple during 
the next dry season (December 21 through April 21). 
They state: UThere are many difficult operations 
ahead. The con tr actor is fully aware of this and is 
working carefully and conscientiously to carry out 
every detail. tI 

Photo'! Oeft to righ.t) one through five are aeriaZ views of the 
Temple. Six, seven, and eight depict vario'US sta.ges ot pouring 
concrete on the balcony slab. Eleven - a crane hoisting one of 
the dome ribs tTom its form.. 
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Th. Nallonal 8plrilUai A ... mblv fo, EI Sal.ado •. Left to .\ghl: (/1'0,,1 ,"wi Gtril Wool
Ion; 1Bleh Torrel; Elm Garcia.; Jeann.e: Farrand. secreta'flli (back: row) Manrin Dretlet', 
treasu",r; Manuel Flore., vice-chairman; Tim Farrand, ch4i.rm.a1\j Ralae' Ma.rtmrl; 
RAfael Garc'a:. UCOTding .secreta'1l. 

l'l Salvador's National Baha'i Convention, 
April 24-26, photographed tn jTont of their 
~a:imtu'l-Q .. d •. 

EI Salvador 
Six representatives of the refugee 

community, La Sirama, walked eight 
miles at two o'clock in the morning to 
get a train to come from the furthest 
point in the country so they could at
tend an exciting, inspiring Convention. 
There were delegates from all parts of 
the country. 

Auxiliary Board member Edith Mc
Laren opened the Convention by re
lating her experiences with mass con
version among the Indians of South 
America. She helped to spark the en
thusiasm here to follow in their foot
steps. There were many recommenda
tions to the new National Spiritual As
sembly relating to mass conversion, and 
the Convention adopted a recommenda
tion to triple the goals assigned by the 
Universal House of Justice for the Nine 
Year Plan. 

We had the great bounty of viewing 
the film of 'Abdu'l-Baha's visit to the 
United States in 1912. It was truly one 
of the highlights of the Convention. 

t • I I. I'.' I t++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ I t+ II I 1+++ 

Rnland 
The Summer School in S41o, Fmla.nd. Jul1,l 
4-7. Hands 0/ ,h. Ca.... of God Ugo 
Giachery and 'AH Akbar Funitan. at· 
tended the School. Au.xiliaf1l Board mem
ber Mrs. Modesto. Hvide from Norwav and 
M1'S. Angeline Giachull were aLro present. 
One decla.ration was ma.de in the SchooL 
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The fiT'n National Spiritual Auembly of the Baha'is 01 Upper West Africa at Ri(ivdn 
127. Left to right: (seated) AU Behjat; Mrs. Nonat Rouhani, tTeasurer; Bve N'jie Lowe; 
Aliew Badara N';ie; (standing) Kanniyah K, Atiaikkalam, secretary; Ma.s'.n:d Yazdani; 
Mo~ammed Ali Djaladk DT. AminuHah Bakshandegi. chai-rman; Jamshid F4114iYlIon. 'Vice
chtnTm4n, 

First National Convention 
Upper West Africa 

Bathurst, The Gambia, was the site for the Baha'i 
Convention on May 2-3 for the election of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Upper West Africa. Thirteen of 
the nineteen delegates from Gambia, Senegal, and 
Mauritania were present, with all nineteen delegates 
participating in the election of the new Assembly. 

The meetings were graced by Hand of the Cause of 
God Enoch Olinga, representing the Universal House 
of J llstice, and honored by the presence of Board of 
Counsellors member l;Iusayn Ardikani. The Convention 
was opened by Mrs. Wesson, the representative of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of West Africa. Moham
med 'Ali Djalali and Jamshid Fanaiyyan were chair
man and secretary, respectively t of the Convention. 

Radio Broadcast Surprises Thousands 
On Friday evening, May 1, the people of The Gambia 

and surrounding countries were listening to the news 
from Radio Gambia when they suddenly heard that the 
next day there would be a Baha'i Convention in Bath· 
urst for the purpose of electing the National Spiritual 
Assembly. Many were hearing the word "Baha'i" for the 
first time, and they heard the announcer add? "The 
Baha'is believe in the oneness of God, the oneness of 
Prophets, and the oneness of mankind. Baha'is are the 
promoters of peace, love, and unity among nations." 
The fact that there are now ninety.four National Spiri
tual Assemblies was also given and the broadcast was 
repeated in two more local languages. 

For a week additional broadcasts were made under 
the title of "Gambians embrace new Faith," and ODe 

announcer added, "A spokesman said on Saturday that 
there is much promise in the future of the Baha'i Faith 

in Africa." By this time the people were more ac
quainted with the word "Baha'i/' so group by group in 
the streets and houses, in the towns and villages, they 
gathered around the radio and listened to news. about 
the Faith. Even the local newspaper, The Bulletin, 
began to carry the story, 

Mr. Fanaiyyan was invited by the Information Office 
to participate in a thirty· minute radio interview where 
representatives of the radiO, the Information Office, and 
the press asked questions about the Faith. 

On May 15, the call, "The Baha'is believe that 
Bahci'u'lloih is the Messenger of God for today ... the 
appearance of Baha'u'll;ih fulfilled the prophecies of all 
the heavenly scriptures ... the ultimate purpose of the 
Baha'i Faith is to bring into unity all nations, races, 
tribes, and religions," was echoed far and wide in West 

The BaM'i Convention for Upper West Africa, Mav 2-3. Photo 
shows some 01 the delegates and obseTver' with Ha.nd. of the 
Caw:e of God Enoch Olinga (holding the Greatest Name) and 
Board of Coun.seUo,., member .{tumvn A-rdikdni (fir,t row, 
seated. extreme right). 
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Africa. It was heard by thousands, and it became the 
topic of many conversations. Many began to say. 
HBaha'i Faith is a true religion," or "Baha'i Faith is 
the best religion," or "I am interested in the Baha'i 
Faith." 

Convention Activities 
In the meantime, the Convention delegates had heard 

the annual reports on activities in The Gambia, Senegal, 
and Mauritania, had their photographs taken, and sang 
Baha'i songs, and prayed. They were happy to hear 
Mr. Olinga's comments on the formation of the new 
Assembly and his talk in the hall of the British Council. 
They became more excited when they saw the film, 
"And His Name Shall Be One." On Sunday evening 
there was a banquet at a local hotel with dignitarres 
present, including the Registrar General. the Head of 
the Inform a tion Office, the Deputy of the Land Officer, 
and others. It was a gathering of the black, yellow, and 
white races from the continents of Asia, Africa, and 
America. 

The delegates and friends returned home, inspired by 
an exciting Convention, anxious to tell the friends what 
they had seen and felt, and to work for the complete 
fulfillment of their Nine Year Plan goals this year. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

North West Africa 

The National Spiritu4l Assembly of the BaM'is of 
NOf'th West Africa. Left to right: (seated) Hossein 
Vossough. treaBUTeT; M'baTek Aft B'mitti, vice-chair
m4n; Fouad Ah.madpouT, cnairman; Omar UariacM: 
(~andi.ng) Shoghi-Riaz Rouhani, secretary; Bouabid 
Ahmed Gharbi; La1'oussi A1I4Chi; Houari Ismail; 
Mohamed Maanan. 

Due to the situation in Morocco, the Annual Con· 
vention did not take place this year. The elections 
were accomplished through mail correspondence. 
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Guatemala Conference 

An interview between ~he MinisteT of Education in Guatem4!a 
and the thTee members of the Con.tinental Board of Cou1Uel~ 
lOTS: Mrs. Ca.rmen de Burafato, Artemus Lamb, and. Alfred 
OsbOTne, with one of the Guatemala youth who helped to ar
range the inte-ruiew. 

"How to Reach the Youth" 

This Conference, held July 18 and 19 in Guatemala 
City, was planned and carried out by the Continental 
Board of Counsellors in Central America, with the aid 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of Guatemala, for 
the purpose of exploring ways and means of attracting 
the youth to the Faith and then training them to be full
fledged and active Baha'is. Each country of the area 
was asked to send at least one National Assembly 
representative, or other adult, interested in the youth, 
plus all the youth possi ble. 

The Conference was successful far beyond our fond
est hopes. More than one hundred attended, and more 
than seventy of them were from outside of Guatemala. 
They came from all the countries in our area except 
two, plus the United States and Puerto Rico. A total 
spirit of love, unity. understanding, and service reigned 
throughout the Conference. The official representative of 
the United States was Anthony Lee. Many other youth 
from the United States, who are traveling and pioneer
ing in this area, also attended and added greatly to the 
success of the Conference. 

The agenda included key talks, followed by free 
discussion, on: "Successful methods used in the differ
ent countries to attract youth to the Faith"; "How to 
train the youth in the various aspects of Baha'i life 
without losing them"; and "The education of the adult 
Baha'is to understand and appreciate the youth and 
their problems"; plus music and singing, and a public 
meeting on the general theme of ··Pattem for a Future 
Society," handled by three young speakers from differ
ent countries and a youth for chairman. Another activi
ty was a television program in which the moderator 
asked the three Counsellors and six youth questions 
about the Conference and the Faith, with a large group 
of youth in the background. 

Pre-conference activities included an interview be· 
tween the three Counsellors and the Minister of Educa
tion, and a public expression of the Faith by the 
Counsellors in the lecture room of the "Literary Cafe" 

I 
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to a group of some thirty people, Bah!>.'i and non-Baha'i. 
These two events were arranged by the youth of Guate
mala, as was most of the extensive publicity on the 
Conference. 

As a result of the Conference, the National Spiritual 
Assembly of each country will be asked to name a 
National Youth Committee which, in addition to pro
moting youth activities locally, will be urged to main
lain contact with the other Youth Committees of the 
area and the United States, and to promote exchanges 
of youth between the various countries_ 

OCTOI.. 1970 

It appears evident that all who attended went away 
with a new feeling of solidarity and unity, plus the 
conviction that the young people are ready to accept 
the Faith and serve it; and that they are bringing a 
tremendous, new spiritual energy and vitality to the 
Faith which is already causing great victories, and 
which must be increaSingly fostered and utilized. A 
most interesting note is that since the Conference was 
tlrst thought of in early February there has been a very 
mysterious and sudden wave of youth enrollments and 
activities in many countries of the area . 

...... +++++++++++++++++++++ ... +++++++++ ... ++++++++++++++++++++++++ ... ++++ ......... ++++++ 

7th Annual Convention 
South West Pacific Ocean 

Twelve of the nineteen delegates were present for this 
Convention, and over one hundred and fifty Baha'is 
attended during the two days. The Convention was held 
in the village of Hau Hui, which is in the south of the 
island of Malaita in the Solomon Islands. Some of the 
believers traveled on chartered vesselS, others by 
canoe, while others walked many miles to be present. 

There was a wonderful feeling of unity, with this 
being particularly manifested during the leisure mo
ments, with spontaneous dancing and singing by all. 

The highlight of the Convention was the marvelous 
way in which all the delegates spoke on the various 
problems, all taking a very great interest, realizing the 
urgency of the teaching work and active participation 
of all so that the goals would be accomplished. 

Eleven of tne twelve delegates present at th.e Seventh Annual 
Convention of thE!' South West Pacific Ocean. The laBS' i.n the 
middle Miss: WUd, is the Tecently arrived pioneer fr01J1. 
Cattctdd. She has been out fuH-time teach.ing in the pagan areas 
of North Malaita. 

Chiefs trom the pagan areas where the pioneer, Mbs Wild. 
has been te4Ching. Most of these chiefs have been vertl BetiDe 
teach.ers, too, telting of the Faith amongst their :friend" ;we
paring new arf!al for Miss Wtld to visit. In the month 01 June 
over one hundred new BaM'is enrolled f1"om th.eir a'Tea. 

Mr. LaingJ ringing the seuion belt fM' 
the last time. He had been chainnan. of 
th.e National Spiritual Assembly 01 the 
Southwest Pacific Ocean since its forma
tion in 1964. He is returning to New Zea
i.a.nd. 
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Baha'i Community of Azi, CameToon Republic. celebrating the Centenary Of tne Martyr
dom of the Purest Branch. June 23. 1970. 

Cameroon 

An. B-d411 Bahd.'! school, Tombel, Cameroon Republic, March. 
1910. The teochE!"r.! were: Mrs. Zora Banks, American pioneeT, 
fourth from left in back row; Thomas Rowan, American 
piofleeT', nat .shown; Mi.!.! Vajiheh Iqan{ and Mus Shahin 
Pezeshqzad .. Persian pioneers, at the left and right, respectively, 
in back of the friend ho lding the Greate.'I't Name. 

Second 8-day extension course h.ek! in Nkong.sa.mba. EtZSt 
Cameroon (French-spea.king) , May 26-/une 3. Second from 
right, standing, is the teacher, Pierre Eoene. 

An 8-0011 Baha'i 8choot held at Takwai, Cameroon Republic, June 15-22. 1910. 
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Whitney M. Young, Jr., executive diTect01' of the Natio'lUJ.l Urban League, chau with. 
Mn. Na.talie DiBuono of th.e National Bahd'i Public Information Office at the Bah4'i 
e:thibit during the League's Co-nference in New York, Mr. Young win be the guest 
speaker at the Internationaf Education Year Awards luncheon in New York; City, Oc
tober 17. 

Second Baha'; Exhibit-
National Urban League Conference 

"Baha'i Faith - Alternative to Chaos," was the bold 
and direct proclamation theme chosen for the second 
Baha'i exhibit at this year's National Urban League 
Conference, July 19-23, at the Hilton Hotel in New York 
City. Approximately four thousand representatives of 
government agencies, businesses, social agencies, and 
local Urban League officials were present. Most of these 
people visited the exhibit at least once, and the exhibit 
was open to the public as welL 

Response to the booth was excellent. There were 
continuous slides, and a tape of music featuring mostly 
Baha'i songs was played throughout. Baha'i "Mankind 
Is One" badges were given out, and these were very 
popular, bringing many to the booth just to get a 
button. 

Bahd.'is attending an S~da1l coune at the TeacMng Institute 
in Tinto. Cameroon Republic, June 1970. Back row: Martin 
AlIUk Eyong, Aaron OTok, Alexander Agbor, Tabot Ndip, Ja.mes 
Bakia. Atem Agbor. Front row: Isaac Tabe, teacher: Za.ch.eU.'l' 
Antem: ClaTa Enow: PeteT ArTey, teacheT; Peter O. Bisong; 
Moses Arrey; Francis Eyond. Standing by sign: Moses Akombi, 
member oj th.e National Spirituat Assembly. 

Two new items were produced for this special exhibit; 
a booklet giving the analogy of Baha 'u'llah as the 
spiritual sun for today; and a plastic record which 
combines music and narrative to reiterate the theme, 
"Baha'i Faith - Alternative to Chaos." A total of 11,648 
items were distributed during the Conference. Nearly 
two hundred signed a guest book, requesting additional 
information. 

New York area Baha'is gave generously of their time 
and energies to help make the display a complete 
triumph. A conversation area at one end of the booth 
was nearly always occupied by visitors who wanted to 
discuss the Faith in more detail. Quite a number of 
youth from the Harlem Youth Federation visited and 
took extra literature for their friends. 

A Baha'i Urban Leaguer from California reported 
that the exhibit was the talk of most groups at the 
Conference. and was thrilled at the many new teaching 
opportunities it opened up for her. 

T 
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Race Unit'll Day observance in N01'th CaTolina, U,S.A . 

••••••• +++++++++++++.+++++++++.++++++++.++++++++++++.++++++++.+++++++++++++++++++++++ ... 

A Report 

National Baha"lndian Conference 
Chinle, Arizona 

The leeling 01 the Chinle Conlerence, held June 12.14, 
was one 01 thanksgiving that we had been blessed to 
come together and reaffirm our faith in Baha'u'l1ah. 
Called by the Bah,,'i Indian Council, and executed with 
the assistance of the friends at Chinle, the Arizona State 
Goals Committee, the local Spiritual Assembly 01 Gal· 
lup, and resident pioneers, the three-day camp-out 
included a public meeting, deepening sessions, and 
seminars by members of the Council. Other partici
pants were Auxiliary Board member Chester Kahn, 
National Spiritual Assembly member Franklin Kahn, 
and the new Auxiliary Board member Margaret Gal
lagher. A total of thirty tribes were represented from 
an area extending from South Carolina to Washington 
state. 

A prayer session was held at Canyon de Chelly, a 
holy place on the Navajo Reservation, which aided the 
all-Indian sessions and accomplished the purpose of 
getting participation from all present. 

The public meeting found a large number of seekers 
present, some staying at the camp grounds for all of 
the Conference. 

The most rewarding part of the gathering was the 
spirit that prevailed during the sessions, and after
ward. The spirit of love was enriched by the under· 
standing of the believers as to their teaching obligations. 
By the time the Conference got into lull swing, we 
knew we were all moving forward together to teach the 
Faith of Bab,,'u'llah, 

There were four declarations, and news of two more 
as the believers returned to their homes. The friends 
left leeling they had truly been enriched and realizing 
the truth of the words of 'Abdu'I.Baha, "Should these 
In dians be eduea ted and properly guided, there can be 
no doubt that through the Divine Teachings they will 
become so enlightened that the whole earth will be 
illumined. h 

-Patricia Glover, Baha'i Indian Council 

Eighth Annual Makah 
Council Fire 

The spirit of Bahll'u'llah was truly evident at the 
Eighth Annual Makah Council Fire at Neah Bay, Wash. 
ington, on August 8 and 9. This beautiful wooded shore 
of the Pacific Ocean, as always, was a perfect site for 
the believers and friends to unite in their awareness of 
Baha'u'llah. 

Wen over a thousand people attended the two days of 
activities. Areas as far distant as Maine, Vermont, 
Florida, Michigan, Utah, and the Provinces of Sas. 
katchewan, Ontario, and British Columbia were among 
the many represented. The Council Fire was dedicated 
to the late Modelle Mudd, one 01 the originators of the 
Council Fire. 

William Tyler of the local Spiritual Assembly of Neah 
Bay was the master of ceremonies. Special guest 
speakers included National Spiritual Assembly mem
ber Firuz Kazemzadeh and Vinson Brown, Gary Hi!
laire, and Auxiliary Board member Chester Kahn. 
Recently appointed Auxiliary Board member Opal Con· 
ner also spoke. When the platform was turned over to 
the friends at the close of the Council Fire on Sunday, 
several people used the opportunity to express their 
feelings and impressions of the event. 

Lighter entertainment was provided by Indian tribes 
performing different tribal and family dances. This is a 
colorful pageant that expresses so meaningfully the 
true spirit of the Council Fire. Music was provided by 
the Jin·ai Singers from Seattle. 

The Indian salmon bake was attended by over seven 
hundred people on Saturday evening ... another high· 
light 01 the meetings. 

Part of the crowd at the Eighth Annual Malcah Council Fire, 
Neah Bay. Washington, August 8-9, listening to the Ji-n..-of. 
Singers trom the Seattle area. 
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The Seventh. Annual Southern California BaM'i Summer Scf!ool was again. held at Camp Osceola in the Sa.n. BeTno.dino Mouma"" 
during th.e week of June 27-July 4. TheTe was an aVe"1"age attendance 01 130 student3, with anotheT 70 people viriting the 
School OVe1' the weekends. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
INCORPORATION f MICHIGAN 

The local SpirihUll Msembly of the Baha'is of Jurupa J.D., 
California, was incorporated in Jut1l 1910. Left to right: (front 
row) Frances Dunlap, Catherine PTice, Grace Sevier, Maxine 
CasteUion~ (back TOW) Willi.am Dunlap, chairman; Nora New
man, seCTetaru; Willa Newman; Irene Granam, vice-chairman; 
HowaTd GTaham, treasu ... er. 

I 
+ 

! 
! 
! 

Tne first local Spiritual Assembly of the BaMiS' of Beloit, 
Michigan. Left to Tight: (standing) Ha ... old Thomas; LaVern 
Fisher, chairman: MargaTet Clayton, secretar'U; Wilene Fisher; 
Virginia Thomas, recording secretary; Edwal'd Clayton; (kneel
ing) Geofhey Marks; John Decker, treasure ... ; Garv Brem:. 
vice-chairman. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published lor circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United 
States, as a news organ reporting current activities of the Baha.'i world community. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annuallY appointed Editorial Committee: Mr. Aaron Bowen. Managing Editor; Miss Charlotte LiD
foot, National Spiritual Assembly Representati"ve; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee, Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee. 

Material must be received by the twenty-fifth of the second month preceding date of issue. Address: Baha'i News EditOrial 
Office, 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, illinOis 60091, U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha"[ Center. 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette. minois. U.S.A. 60091. 
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Continental and Oceanic Conferences Promote 

Goals of Nine Year Plan 

NOVEMBER 1970 

La Paz: Of:(iciol group photograph Of Continental Conference with Hand 01 the Cause RutLillyih ~BUm, center 

T 



In front of the Confe-rence Hall, Club La Paz. View of the platfoTm i.n Conference Han ... in .staT above: 
"The earth. i3 one country and manldnd iu citizens." 

The following reports have been received from the Continental Conference held 
in La Paz. Bolivia and the Oceanic Conference at Rose Hill. Mauritius 
fram August 14 through August 17. 1970. 

The unique and glorious historic Continental Confer
ence in La Paz, Bolivia was blessed with the presence 
of Amatu'I-Baha RUJ:tiyyih Khitnum, representative of 
the Universal House of Justice, with five members of 
the Continental Boards of Counsellors in South and 
Central America and one Counsellor from Europe. The 
641 friends gathered for that occasion also included 
twelve Auxiliary Board members, thirty.nine National 
Spiritual Assembly members and representatives of 
nineteen countries including believers from the most 
northerly territory of Keewatin in the Northwest Terri
tories, Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth McCulloch, who have 
pioneered for thirteen years among the Eskimos. 

The American Indian people, given the special prom· 
ise by 'Abdu'I-Baha that they are destined to illumine 
the entire world, shed a great light of spirituality, 
love and unity throughout the conference. All present 
felt the reality that "These souls are Thy heavenly 
army". Among those valiant souls were members of 
the minority Negro race from the United States, Brazil, 
Ecuador and Colombia; Guajibos from Venezuela; 
Carmas from Venezuela; Guajiros from Colombia and 
Venezuela; Matacos from Argentina; Quechuas from 
Bolivia, Ecuador and Peru; Aymaras from Bolivia and 
Peru; Mapuches from Chile; Choc6es from Colombia; 
Motilones from Colombia; Kiriris from Brazil; Arawaks 
from Surinam and a Sioux pioneer from the United 
States. 

Receptions held 

Informal receptions were held on the two nights 
preceding the Conference. During this time the South 
American Continental Board of Counsellors announced 
the appointment of three additional Auxiliary Board 
members: Miss Katharine Meyer for Protection in 
Chile; Mrs. Maralynn Dunhar for Propagation in Ar· 

gentina; Mr. Jamshid Arjomandi for Propagation in 
Guyana. Surinam, French Guiana, Trinidad and Toba
go, and in the Amazon, North BraziL Two other Auxil
iary Board members were appointed dUring the Confer
ence: Sr. Emilio Ramon Moreira, for Propagation in 
Uruguay and the heloved native Indian friend, Sr. 
Rufino Gualavisi for Propagation in Ecuador. 

A great Unity Feast took place on the night of August 
13th. After prayers in many languages, Amatu'I-Bahi 
-.ireeted the friends: HWe must remember, that tens of 
thousands of Baha'is are with us on this occasion". She 
lovingly told the friends that she liked to think of the 
many souls who had passed on who were also with the 
friends at the Conference. "They see us ... truly, there 
is a great host with us tonight, both in this world and 
the next, in this Feast of Unity. I firmly believe that if 
in our hearts we are truly united that a great force will 
be created to influence all South America. . ." 

Conference opens 

The Inauguration of the Conference on August 14th, 
translated into two languages, Quechua and Spanish, 
opened with the loving greetiogs from the Universal 
House of J ilstice conveyed through their distinguished 
representative, Amatu'l·Baha Rul).iyyih KhanUIn. In 
her opening remarks she said, "We are gathered to
gether on the roof of the Western Hemisphere. To me 
this particular gathering is unique. We are here on the 
Altiplano ... " She spoke of the Teachings and Promises 
of Bahli 'u'llit.h, then addressing the original inhabi
tants of the Americas, she said, Hyou have a very, very 
great responsibility before God and Baha'u'llah. You 
are the ones who must teach your own people the 
Message of Baha'u'llclh." And again, addressing the 
entire Congress, "When people see a great gathering 
like this, it is news all over the world. To have people of 
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different backgrounds come together in real unity and 
love, this is unknown to the world outside." 

That night an illuminated (kerosene-lit) sign flared 
across the range of mountains overlooking La Paz untH 
midnight announcing to the inhabitants of the city in 
letters, about five kilometers long, "CONFERENCIA 
BAHA'I." 

New plan. made 

During the Conference period National Spiritual As
sembly members present met in consultation to formua 
late new plans, and gathered the following statistics of 
mass conversion victories: From August, 1969 to Ric.i
van, 1970, 7000 new believers were enrolled in South 
America and from Ri"van, 1970 10 August, 1970 (3 
months) there were 23,000 enrollments, thus the South 
American community has increased by more than 
30~OOO believers during this past year. 

Official welcome e"'ended 

The Minister of Education extended a welcome to the 
Conference in the name of the President of the Republic 
and of the Bolivian Government. He said that the 
government of Bolivia has considered the Conference of 
great importance. He then embraced many of the 
Indian campesino friends. After he left the Confer. 
ence Hall Rul).fyyih Khanum said, "We can show 
people that the Message of BaM'u'llah works. Others 
can't do this. What the Minister of Education saw here 
he will never forget, for he never saw it before. He saw 
not words. but the reality, and he will never forget it." 

Public interest in the Conference was great and the 
Conference was a great proclamation event throughout 
Bolivia, proclaimed on television and radio and by the 
press and attractive posters. El Daria, the leading 
capital newspaper had a full'page article and follow-up 
stories. La Presencia, which has a wide circulation, 
featured a half-page and other stories. There was a full 
hour's television program, as well as a televised pro
gram of the Minister of Education's visit with the 
Baha'is. Two radio stations interviewed the beloved 
Hand of the Cause, and the hall was filled for the public 
meeting where an estimated 200 people heard RUJ.>.iyyih 
Khlmum speak. 

Ecua.dO'l"ian, Peruvian and Bolivi4n Que-chua triend! together. 
In center: Andres JacMk:oUo, first campesino Bolivian believer. 
At far right: Rufino Gua.la.visi., new 1:11 appointed Auxiliary 
Board member, Ecuador. 

The spirit of the Indian friends can best be expressed 
through some of their own words at the Conference: A 
Bolivian Quechua said, "We are servants of God. All 
my pains have disappeared in this great spiritual 
assembly ... "; a Colombian Guajira said, "We have to 
share the Teachings that Baha'u'llah has brought 
with all the peoples on earth ... Many people are ready. 
they listen and they weep when we bring them these 
Teachings.· ' ; a Venezuelan Guajira said, "Our people 
of my race don't know how to read and write. Only 
through Bahft ·u'lhlh have I been able to know all of 
you." 

A call for pioneers and traveling teachers resulted in 
thirty-one pioneer offers and 113 offers for traveling 
teaching. Funds were contributed, including an amount 
for the Panama Temple, a generous contribution for 
the Can tinen tal Fund and the Persian friends in Brazil 
offered funds for a Teaching Institute in Sucre, Bolivia; 
for a Teaching Institute in Colombia and for a Colom· 
bian Sum mer School. 

The Conference Officially closed as Amalu'I-Baha 
addressed the gathering with these words, "God bless 
you all ... as you go forth to conquer South America!" 

Reception by the President 

On the day after the closing of the Continental Cnn
ference word was received through the Minister of 
Education that the President of the Republic would 
receive all the Baha'is in the Presidential Palace. 
About 350 beleivers, led by the beloved Hand of the 
Cause, met with the President for a televised interview. 
The President said that he had been in Haifa and knew 
the BaM'i Holy Places and knew the objectives of the 
Bah .. 'is. He expressed the hope that the BaM'is would 
continue working for the welfare of all the peoples of 
the world. He requested the delegates to take back his 
personal greetings to each of their own countries. 

A touching incident at that interview was the impul
sive gesture of a Bolivian Quechua who took oft a long 
woven scarf and put it around the President's neck 
saying: "This is a remembrance of love from the 
Bolivian Baha'is and from all of us." The President 
accepted it with appreciation, giving Julian Ugarte, the 
believer, a big embrace as photographs were taken of 
the two of them together. 

Qttechua 4nd Aymara Bolivian frienda: enterta.in with tllPica.t 
music and dances. 
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The Prerident of the Republic of Bolivia. General A~fredo 
Otra.ndo Candia t"ecei.ve.s The Proclamation of Baha'u'lIah fTOm 
Amatu'l-Bahri RtlMlItrih Khdnum. 

Ocean 
Over 1,000 Baha'is attended the first Indian Oceanic 

Conference. They were uplifted to new heights of dedi
cation by the presence of three Hands of the Cause, Mr. 
William Sears, representative of the Universal House of 
Justice, Dr. Ral).matu'llah Muhajir and Mr. Jaiai Kha
zeh. 

NOVEMBER "70 

Hand of the Cawe Amatu'l-Bahd 
RU,ftillllih Khanum arrives at airpOTt 
on Altiplano, La Paz. 

Baha'i trom Bolivia. pTesents gifC 10f' the Unit:teTwl House 01 
Justice to RuM1Iyih Khd.num. 

At the airport there were signs and placards herald
ing the event, and the atmosphere was festive. News
reel pictures of the arrival of various parties including 
Hands of the Cause, nine members of the Continental 
Boards of Counsellors, ten Auxiliary Board members 
and 104 officiai deiegates representing twenty countries 
appeared on television before the Conference opened. 
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Maurltiw:: Left to right: HandB of the Cause MT. JaUH 
lQJ.duh, M.,.. WUliam Sears, TepTE!'Sentative of the UniveTsal 
Howe of Jwtice, DT. Ra~matu'Udh Muhdjir; and Mr. Roddy 
Lutchma:r.ra, member of the Nationaf Spirituaf Assembly of 
BaM'is 01 the Indian Ocean. 

'IThe official reception held the night before the 
registration", said Mr. Sears, "was an unqualified 
success? surely unique of its kind ... in the history of 
the Oceanic and Continental Conferences". Among the 
250 guests present at the reception were the Prime 
Minister. every member of the Diplomatic Corps in
duding the French Ambassador, four members of the 
Cabinet, two Mayors, also the UN Representative, the 
Head of the Peace Corps and leading businessmen in 
the Island. 

The believers at the opening session of the Confer
ence were inspired by Mr. Sears who presented the 
message of the Universal House of Justice which estab
lished the direction and goals of the Conference and the 
victories already won in the Nine Year Plan. 

Conference opens 

The Saturday session was opened with an address by 
the Minister of Education of Mauritius. He had obvious· 
ly studied the Baha'i Writings carefully and expressed 
his own ideal of education through the Words of the 
beloved Master. 

The public meeting was attended by 1,500 people, 
including the Mayor of Rose Hill, the host City, by other 
government figures, press, radio and television. The 
public Conference Hall was filled, and people stood in 
the corridors and outside the hall as Mr. Sears gave a 
light-hearted and most delightful introduction to the 
Faith. 

Total press coverage thus far included television 
interviews (three in English and one in Hindi). two 
preview announcements in the press, one press inter· 
view with Mr. Sears and coverage of the arrival of the 
delegates, plus a full·page story in the Mauritius 
Times. 
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MauritiW'; left to right: M1"S. 5hirin Boman, member Co.nti. 
flental BoaTd of CounseHoT3 in Western Asia; 51,. Seewoosaga.T 
Ramgoolam, Prime Minister; MT. Roddy Lutchma.~ member 
Of National Spiritual Assembly of Ba.hd'{g of the Indian OCHn 
aTTiving at official reception which preceded the ConfeTef&ce. 

During special evening sessions the Hands of the 
Cause, Counsellors, Auxiliary Board members and Na. 
tional Spiritual Assembly representatives worked out 
practical plans for the accomplishment of the remain. 
ing goals of the Nine Year Plan. 

One special evening was devoted to consultation on 
the needs of deputization, and the Continental and 
Panama Temple Funds. A total of 350,000 Rupees 
(approximately $67,000 U.S.) was pledged or contrib· 
uted. 

Can for pioneers 

The final day was devoted to the most important 
need. that of pioneers. Twenty·seven former and pre
sent pioneers to Africa were called to the stage. Indige. 
nous African believers made a stirring appeal for as 
m any as possible to arise to offer their assistance to the 
pioneers already assembled on the stage. The response 
was beyond all expectation.. Two-hundred and nine
teen Baha'is, mostly young Mauritians, offered to pio· 
neer in the African and Indian Ocean countries! Sixty 
of them enroIled in a two-month training school. 

Devoti on, at Temple ,ite 

On that day, grateful friends held devotions at the 
newly·acquired Indian Ocean Temple site which nestles 
beneath one of the Island's beautiful mountains and 
rests upon a 16·acre plateau overlooking the vast emer· 
aId Indian Ocean and the city of Port·Louis. 

At stUldown, Mr. Sears closed the session addressing 
an audience which was ablaze by the fire of love, eyes 
glittering with tears of joy and sadness. for the Confer. 
ence had reached an apex, yielded its fruit and now the 
harvest was to begin. 

IT 
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Hands of the Cause Welcomed 
Around the World 

Hand of the Cause 
Ru~lyyih Khanum 

At the close of the National Baha'i Youth Conference 
in June, Hand of the Cause of God Rlil;liyyih Khanum 
hurried to Milwaukee, Wisconsin. There, more than five 
hundred believers gathered to hear her speak. The 
Milwaukee Sentinel, one of the largest newspapers in 
the area, published an illustrated report which dom
inated the entire religiOUS section of the paper. 

Vi,its United States 

From Milwaukee the beloved Hand of the Cause 
journeyed south to Fort Valley, Georgia, to participate 
in the Southeastern Baha'i Summer School. The follow
ing is extracted from the cable sent by the School, July 
7, to The Universal House of Justice: 

"THE SUN OF BAHA CONTINUES RiSE SOUTHERN 
STATES FULFILLMENT GUARDIAN'S PROMISE 
GRATEFUL RESPONSE SPIRIT RELEASED PRES· 
ENCE HANDS CAUSE GOD AMATUL-BAHA 
RthrtYYIII KHANUM AND DillKRU'LLAII IUJA
DEM. BELIEVERS ATTENDING SOUTHEASTERN 
BAHA'I SUMMER SCHOOL UTILIZED LAST 
TWENTY-FOUR HOURS SCHOOL MASS TEACHING 
NEARBY TOWNS. RESULT PERRY (GEO.GIA) SIXTY
FOUR NEW BELIEVERS FORT VALLEY FIFTY
THREE MARSHALLVILLE EIGHTY-ONE TOTAL 
TWELVE NEW CENTERS OPENED. TWO HUNDRED 
THIRTY NEW BELIEVERS. SIX PIONEERS AROSE 
EXPAND CONSOLIDATE VICTORIES. OVER FOUR
TEEN HUNDRED DOL L A R S CONTRIBUTED 
FUND ... " 

Amatu'l-Baha then visited the Canadian Baha'i com
munity. After she participated in a conference in Van~ 
couver, she traveled eastward to meet the friends at the 
Baha'i Institute at Fort Qu'Appelle in Saskatchewan, 
and continued on to Montreal for a third meeting. 

"Ru:Qiyyih Khimum's title ~Amatu'l-Baha"t} the Ca
nadian National Spiritual Assembly informed the 
friends, "means 'Maidservant of God.' When we realize 
that she traveled 18,000 miles prior to her visit to 
Canada, and that she will spend a year traveling to 
South America and in Africa before returning to her 
home in Haifa~ we must surely agree that her title is 
most appropriate." 

In Vancouver 800 Baha'is and guests heard her speak 
at the three-day conference. The believers gathered 
from 144 communities as far distant as Samoa and 
Hawaii, in the south, and Alaska and the Northwest 
Territories, in the north. 

On her way to Fort Qu'Appelle, RUl:tiyyih Khimum 
stopped briefly in Regina for a reception in her honor. 
At a gathering in the Hotel Saskatchewan, her talk 
created a warm and gracious atmosphere. She was 
welcomed to the city by the Mayor, who presented her 
with a brooch as a symbol of the city's respect. 

At Fort Qu'AppeIle the Indians honored her with a 
special ceremony c ailed a "Welcome Song and Dance. It 

That afternoon an audience of over one hundred 
friends, the majority of whom were either Indians or 
youth, gathered to hear stories of her travels and 
experiences in the Faith. 

In Montreal 

In Montreal many eager Baha'is pressed forward at 
the airport for a glimpse of Amatu'l-Baha. "Perhaps," 
reported the National Spiritual Assembly of Canada, 
"the way in which she has endeared herself to the 
believers in every clime was seen best in her immedi
ate response to the knowledge that an early believer 
who could not walk very well had come to the· interna
tional section (downstairs, and at the other end of the 
airport). Immediately, the long trek commenced-and 
ended in a warm embrace for the grateful, happy 
believer." 

The audience of about 450 which gathered in Montreal 
stood as Hand of the Cause of God John Robarts 
escorted Rul).iyyih Khanum to the platform. Mr. Ro
barts quoted the words of 'Abdu'l-Baha, spoken about 
her when he stayed at her home in Montreal in 1912: "1 
beg of God that this little child may become radiant 
and wonderful in the Divine Kingdom. n He also spoke 
a bout her service on the first youth com mi ttee in the 
entire Baha'i world. The finest tribute was paid when 
the words of the Guardian were read wherein he 
referred to her as his "helpmate" and his uindefatig_ 
able collaborator." 

To South America 

Rlil).iyyih Khanum left Canada, stopping briefly in 
Peru en route to the Continental Conference in La Paz, 
Bolivia, where she represented the Universal House of 
Justice. She now plans to return to Africa to resume her 
interrupted journey in that continent. Mrs. Violette 
NalYtjavimi, of the World Center, has been her travel
ing companion during these extensive journeys. 

Hand of the Cause 
~Ir-Akbar Furutan 

On April 23, Hand of the Cause of God 'Ali Akbar 
Furutan departed from the Holy Land to visit Europe
an Baha'i communities. He participated in the NationaJ 
Convention for Germany and attended their summer 
school, remaining in that country approximately two 
months. 

Visits Europe 

Press coverage of Mr. Furutan's visit was excellent. 
From March 21 to mid-May, sixty·two newspapers 
carried sixty-nine articles on the Baha'i Faith. These 
same newspapers have a total circulation of about three 
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and a-half million; possibly ten percent of the West 
German population read about the Faith during this 
period. 

In mid-June Mr. Furutan visited Austria to attend a 
Seminar there, and following his stay in Germany he 
took part in the Baha'i Summer Schools in Finland 
Denmark, and the Netherlands. He returned to th~ 
Holy Land On July 29. 

Hand of the Cause 
Abu'I-Qasim Fairl 

Hand of the Cause of God A. Q. Faiz!, before visiting 
Europe, spent some time traveling in Africa immedi
ately following Ri<Jvim. He had scheduled visits with 
the believers in deepening classes, but was also able to 
assist with proclamation of the Faith in the places he 
visited. 

The newly formed NatiOnal Spiritual Assembly of 
Ghana reported that the highlight of a simultaneous 
visit of Hands of the Cause Mr. Faiz! and Mr. JaI.a1 
-lQIazeh was a fifteen minute television interview in 
which they appeared together, presenting for the first 
time on television the universal nature of the Faith. 

"Most important/' reported the National Spiritual 
Assem bly. "was Mr. F aizi's kindness toward the pio
neers. He spent much of his time speaking to them and 
answered their questions and inspired them to new 
heights of dedication and work." 

In West Africa 

The Cameroon Republic reported that Mr. Faizi spent 
three days in Victoria where he stressed the necessity 
of having firm foundations in the Faith, strengthening 
the Cause so it can support great growth in the future. 
While in Victoria he was interviewed by a West Came. 
rOOn newspaper thus providing excellent publicity for 
the Faith. 

Mr. Faizi then went to Douala, in East Cameroon, 
and spoke to the friends at length in French, answering 
questions in both French and English. "This was a 
very, very special treat for the friends to have the 
bounty of a Hand of the Cause and to be able to listen 
and ask questions about their beloved Faith in their 
own language." 

Hand of the Cause 
Ra~matu'llah Muhajir 

Hand of the Cause of God Rai)matu'lli,h Muhajir has 
continued his meteoric travel teaching in Asia, the 
Pacific, and Africa. He recently completed. two extenA 

sive journeys, the first centering about the Ri4van 
Conventions, the second focusing upon the mid-August 
Conference of the South Indian Ocean in Mauritius. 

In late April, in company with Hemd of the Cause of 
God Collis Featherstone, Dr. Muhajir galvanized the 
nascent national community of the Fiji Islands at its 
first Annual Convention. Then, flying to Japan, he 
provided a great stimulus to the Annual Convention for 
Northeast Asia. Next, he flew on to confer with the 
newly elected National Spiritual Assembly of Korea, 
and finally, to the Annual Convention of the Philippines 
before returning to India. 

Dr. Muhajir'g particular mission has been to heighten 
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activity in the communities visited to aSSUre comple
tion o! the Nine Year Plan goals, and also to spark the 
techmques and processes of mass conversion. 

I n East Africa 

Going forth again in July, he visited Persia for an 
intensiv~ week prior to consultations in the Holy Land. 
Proceedmg through Mrica to teach and to confer with 
National Assemblies and Continental Boards of Coun
sellors, he met with the National Spiritual Assemblies 
of Kenya and Tanzania prior to a long stay in Uganda 
where, in the village of Tilling, he fUrther intensified an 
ongoing first mass conversion in that area and activat
ed a special conference of pioneers and teachers. 

Flying to Rwanda and Burundi, to Zambia, 
Botswa?a, South Africa and Swaziland, to Mozambique, 
RhodeSIa and Malawi, to Tanzania, Comoro Island and 
Madagascar, Dr. Muhajir conferred with the adminis
trative and teaching bodies and participated in a wide 
range of teaching acti vi ties. 

At the Oceanic Conference in Rose Hill, Mauritius, he . 
conducted the vital discussions on mass conversion in 
Africa and the ISlands, and shared in the many special 
consultations which made that conference an historic 
and high-point event for long years to come. Returning 
through Africa to the Holy Land, Dr. Muhajir will teach 
in Iran before returning home to India. 

Hand of the Cause 
Enoch Olinga 

A successful proclamation program had been inaugu. 
rated in Chile prior to the arrival of Hand of the Cause 
of God Enoch Olinga on May 21. In addition, a news 
reporter from Radio P. Balmaceda (which broadcasts 
in long wave, two short waves, and frequency modula. 
tion), together with thirty-fOur radio stations through
out the country, broadcast his arrival directly from the 
airport. 

In Chn. 

That same evening, the national television network 
gave a five-minute survey of the Baha'i Faith during 
the most popular newS program. While explaining the 
spiritual requisites which a Prophet must fulfill, a 
picture of 'Abdu'I·Baha was kept on the screen. A 
picture of the Kampala House of Worship was also 
shown. 

In Valparaiso, Chile's major port and second city, an 
interview with the Hand of the Cause was broadcast 
twice by one of the two local television channels. He 
also spoke on the radio~ and an interview was published 
in the evening newspaper. HBaha'u'llah," "The Ba .. 
ha'i Faith," and the principle of the unity of mankind 
were heard repeatedly. 

When Mr. Olinga descended from the plane in Temu
co, the heart of the Mapuche area, the news of his 
arrival was directly transmitted by the most powerful 
radio station of the South Radio Cooperativa Vitalicia. 
There, the Governor of the Province received Mr. 
Olinga. He was so impressed that he called a press 
conference and expressed his appreciation of the great 
honor of receiving such a distinguished guest. Several 
articles regarding the visit appeared in newspapers. 

Finally, a crowd of 350 people, most of whom were 
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young, filled the theater of Nueva Imperial, a town next 
to the Indian reservations, to hear Mr. Olinga speak. 
Our beloved Hand of the Cause was surrounded by the 
people following his talk. 

As a result of his visit, of Chile's ten million inhabi
tants, nearly a million must have heard the name of 
Bah/t'u'l!ah. 

At Temple Site in Panama 
Initial news releases and public invitations for Mr. 

OJinga's visit to Panama were prepared, delivered to 
the press, and publication began July 4 and continued 
through July 14. A total of twenty stories, announce
ments, and numerous pictures appeared in the major 
Panama dailies. 

On the morning of July 5, approximately sixty Ba
ha'is and friends gathered at the Temple site for 
prayers. The excitement aroused by the progress on the 
Temple's construction, combined with a particularly 
hot sun, and the anticipation of the pending arrival of 
our beloved Hand were almost unbearable. Most of the 
friends joined the official welcoming party in the air
port's diplomatic room. At that time, Mr. Olinga was 
interviewed and photographed for television transmis
sion. 

Mr. OIinga was visibly touched by the warmth and 
grandeur of his welcome at the airport, but when he 
arrived at his hotel and glanced up at the marquee, he 
was quite overcome with emotion. Below the inscrip
tion, Hotel Ej ecutivo, appeared. the following: "BIEN
VENIDA AL SENOR ENOCH OLINGA DIRIGENTE 
DE LA FE BAHAI." 

Tuesday. a press conference and luncheon were held. 
Representatives of the local press and television, as 
well as the International News Service in Panama, 
were present. An amazing thing occurred. The magic 
enchantment of the spiritual love for which Mr. Olinga 
is a channel immediately subdued and humbled these 
guests. In a spirit of respect, sympathy, and agreement 
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they were inspired by his tribute to the press and its 
responsibilities as a new instrument for a New Age. As 
members of one family, as long-time and cherished 
friends, they partook of the sumptuous material feast 
which had been prepared for them. The fruits of this 
luncheon were widespread newspaper and television 
publicity of the event and, particularly, of Mr. Olinga 
as a Hand of the Cause of God. Valuable friendships 
were made, and promises of greater ~rvices for the 
Faith through these media were assured. 

A warm and cordial interview with the Governor of. 
the Canal Zone increased the prestige of Mr. Olinga's 
visit. But perhaps the most exciting moment of all was 
the reception accorded to him by the Provisional Presi
dent of the Republic of Panama, His Excellency Deme
trio Lacas. 

The President confessed his ignorance of the funda
mental teachings and precepts of the Faith. He listened 
most attentively; his excitement increased each time 
"Bahi" was mentioned.; and. finally. with great emo
tion he inquired. "What is the meaning of Baha 1" As 
Mr. Olinga explained it to him, the President fumbled 
in his pocket, pulled forth his wallet, exposed his 
identification card, and exclaimed, "Look at this! My 
mother's maiden name is 'Baha.' I have often w0n
dered about its origin and meaning." 

Mr. Olinga thrilled him with an exposition of the 
Baha'i teachings in regard to the special positions of 
Panama and the prophecies of its spiritual importance. 
'IThe eyes of millions of people around the world. are 
focused on Panama. The Baha'is of the world. are 
building a House of Worship in Panama. Contributions 
come from Baha'is an over the world. They have a 
vested interest in Panama, and so they pray for the 
welfare and progress of your country." 

Then Mr. Olinga told the story of a certain Bahi 'f 
community in Biafra which had suffered the depriva
tions and starvation of that tragic country and how, 
upon their first contact with visiting Baha'is after the 

GToup of Bahd.'iI attending National Can/eTence held in. Bogota during the vmt to Colombia of Hand oj 
the Cause of God, Enoch. OZinga, Julv if a.nd 5. una 
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cessation of hostilities, their first request was, 'ITell us 
about the progress of the Panama Temple." They had 
lost everything; they had nothing. They were suffering 
from hunger, but they offered two coconuts to the 
visiting Baha'is. "Please send these to the Universal 
House of Justice as our contribution to the Temple in 
Panama. We have nothing else to give." "Incredible, II 
the President responded, in a barely audible whisper. 

The activities of the week, and especially of this day, 
reached a climax at noon with the Commemoration of 
the Martyrdom of the Bab. On this high note of spiritu
ality, Mr. Olinga departed on the next lap of his journey 
around the world. 

• • • 
From Ecuador. where there were 11,000 believers at 

Rit:J.van 1970, a cable dated July 2 was received at tbe 
World Center: 
"TOTAL BELIEVERS NOW 13,000 UNDER INSPIRA-
TION HAND OLINGA. " 

• • • 
Visit to Bett.e 

In Belize, on Sunday, July 19, friends from Burrel 
Boom, from the Capital Site, and from Belize City 
were still gathered at the airport to meet Mr. Olinga 
despite the fact that his flight was three hours late. 

uThe only passenger to disembark in Belize/' report· 
ed the National Spiritual. Assembly, "was our beloved 

Uganda 
First Youth Institute 
August 6-12, 1970 

First National BaM'! Youth Institute held at Kikaa.1I4 Hin, 
Kampala,. Uganda August 6-]2, 1970. Shown are the youth with: 
Mo.se.! SenDga, member of National Spiritual Assembtv ot 
Uganda, seated second from left; Zylpha Map1J, American 
pioneer and National Education Committee of Uganda, Seer-e
ta.",., nated fourth from lett. Holding the GTeate.3t Name is 
lU!tine Seru.njogi. tRe :fit'st gi1'l to attend tRe tnst,tute. 

, 
Hand, beaming but weary." 

Radio broadcasts that day, from the only radio sta
tion in the country, gave first place in the news to the 
story of his arrival, and a list of his scheduled appear
ances was broadcast. The press had also given his visit 
excellent coverage. 

That night, Mr. Olinga spoke to an audience of about 
one hundred. Attentive and captivated, the audience 
listened carefully and heard the clear message of the 
Faith. At the close, Mr. Olinga was questioned further 
about Baha'u'llah. 

On Monday morning Mr. Olinga was cordially re
cei ved by the Premier. Radio and press featured his 
visit. The Minister of Internal Affairs was met outside 
the Premier's office and, in a short chat with Mr. 
01inga, spoke admiringly of the Baha'is. 

At Liberty Hall that evening, Mr. Olinga held "Open 
House for Youth." The followin&: evening, at another 
public meeting in that same hall, it was noted that 
several of the youth had returned to hear the Hand 
speak again. 

On the date of his departure the friends bade "8 

reluctant farewell to the beloved Hand whose radiant 
and magnetic spirit, all-embracing love and inner spiri .. 
tual power, so keenly felt by us all, had done so much 
in a short time . . . (and) watched his iet roar into the 
clouds, then turned away to face the task of consolida
ting an he had won for us." 

The first National Baha'i youth Institute of Uganda 
was held at Kikaaya Hill, Kampala, from August 6 to 
12, with Hand of the Cause of God William Sears in 
attendance on August 8. The Institute opened with a 
beautiful service at the House of WOrship, and classes 
were held in the ~a~atu'l-Quds. 

The Thursday morning session reached its climax 
with the timely appearance of Continental Board of 
Counsellors members Oloro Epyeru and Kolonario 
Oule, who addressed the youth and provided much 
inspiration. In the late afternoon, after the lesson on the 
Covenant of Baha 'u'l1iili, Susan Lawson suggested each 
student commit himself to an individual goal, which 
could be enlarged upon as the week progressed. The stu
dents responded, exchanged ideas, and availed them
selves of the books in the library. The evening was for 
recreation, with Donna Taylor leading the youth in 
song. 

On Friday there were many lively sessions, with the 
students benefiting from the variety of teachers (who 
became available on rather short notice): -Christopher 
Kabale, Max Kanierezy, and Zylpha Mapp carried the 
bulk of the courses, ably assisted by Nina Scott, Susan 
Lawson, Maurine Kraus, Mary Swan, R lsimai, Moses 
Senoga (National Spiritual Assembly representative), 
Okello, and Catherine Kabali. For the evening, Mr. 
Senoga presented slides of scenes around Uganda. and 
Zyipha Mapp showed slides of Haifa and 'Akkii. 

Mr. Sears, his wife Marguerite, and Bob Quigley 
arrived at the Institute on Saturday en route to the 

(con. page 12) 

IT 
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Ma.uritiu.r: Group photograph of the Continental Con/eTence with Hands of the Cause Jald.I Khd.zeh, William Sears, and R~
matu'Hdh Muhd.jir. lelt center. 
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(can. from page 9) 
Mauritius Conference. Mr. Sears compared the Colom
bian Youth Conference with our Institute, encouraging 
us to arise and achieve even greater victories. 

Three carloads carried the entire group from Kikaaya 
Hill to the home of the beloved Hand of the Cause 01 
God Musa Banimi for a meeting of Mr. Sears with the 
Kampala Baha'is late Saturday afternoon. It was a 
joyous occasion, with everyone joining in prayers, 
songs, and laughter. The evening was spent by the 
students studying the Writings ':If Baha'u'llah in prepa
ration for the Youth Worship Service in the House of 
Worship on Sunday. 

After the morning worship service, classes continued 
with uLocal Spiritual Assembly Elections" and work
shops creating much interest, and ably conducted by 
Mr. Senoga, Max Kanierezy, and Christopher Kabale. A 
very stimulating talk on the Baha'i Faith in Uganda 
was given by Mr. S. Isimai during the closing Sunday 
session. 

Nina Scott was leader for MOnday morning, August 
10, and gave an interesting session on Laws and Teach· 
ings. Max and Christopher completed the morning 
classes and, after lunch, accompanied us on our half~ 
day outing and practice· teaching in the Kampala area. 
This was the day that over one hundred students from 
Ngora High School visited the House of Worship. At 
night there were slides f!"om the London Congress and 
other memorable events, with many guests from Ki~ 
kaaya Hill and environs joining in the festivity. 

Tuesday's sessions included a great exchange of 
experiences in individual teaching, a question session 
on pioneering, and a wonderful learning session on 
Bible proofs. Catherine Kabali led the final session, the 
subject being "Nutrition," and this was of special 
interest to the young girls present. 

On the seventh day, after breaklast, the students held 
an inspirational service in the House of Worship, dis· 
cussed the Nine Year Plan goals, and consulted on 
recommendations the youth had presented. The day's 

Baha'i Children's Dav School in Panama 
The followi ng report has been received from Baha'is of 

Panama. 

It is an honor to be able to tell others about an event 
like the one we experienced with the Children's Baha'i' 
Day School, August 29, in Panama. Most of us there 
must have felt all those things a Baha'i experiences 
when one has the opportunity to be a part of an effort 
which was surely blessed by and pleasing to God. 

The purpose of the Children's Baha'i Day School in 
Panama on August 29 was for the education of children 
in the knowledge of God and His Messengers. It 
was a one day event at Villa Virginia, this Baha'i 
property about thirty~five mile.:;; from Panama City 
providing a perfect setting. The day was filled with 
prayers, songs, c1asses, arts and crafts, games and 
·plenty of food. There were sixty-three children in all, 
the majority of whom were from non-Baha'i families 
and represented a variety of backgrounds. Fifteen 
youth and adults also were present. The entire school 
was conducted in Spanish and taught by Baha'i from 
Panama. 
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First National BaM'f Youth Steering Committee 01 Ugtmda. 
Lef~ to ri~ht. Sle'4ted: Toby EplIer'U, chairman; Alfred Aisu. v. 
ch.a.,rman; Ben Ekoot, .secretaTY,' standing: A. Te80t, V. OUa.ng, 
S. E;aba, David Nyende, treasuTe-r; ZylpM Mapp, SeCTIe'Mf'lI 
and 1,louth advi.roT. 

sessions ended with the election of the first National 
Baha'i Youth Steering Committee: Toby Epyeru, chair~ 
man; Alfred Aisu, vice·chairman; Ben Ekoot, secre~ 
tary; David Nyende, treasurer. A National youth Fund 
was launched, slides of the Palermo Conference and 
Bahji were presentedt and the session closed with 
prayers read in many languages, 
(This report is based on information prepared by Zyl. 
pha o. Mapp 01 the National Education Committee for 
Uganda). 

One of the outstanding contributions was by Mr~ Fred 
Crosdale who obtained a bus and brought forty-three 
children from Rio Abajo. Another was thirteen·year·old 
pioneer, Teri Rutan, who voluntarily assumed the re
sponsibility of organizing the kitchen and preparing the 
food. 

One of the interesting events of the day was that lour 
of the children from the school accompanied pioneer 
Mr. Ken Rutan on a teaching trip to open a new village, 
Monte Oscuro, to the Faith_ He reported that the chilo 
dren received a warm response from the villagers, 
making it easier for him to meet and talk with the 
people. 

Perhapst most important of all, it was a gathering of 
children, youth and adults from diverse backgrounds 
working together in unity, harmony and happiness to 
promote the Word of God. It was a briel step into that 
higher 1evel of civilization that God is instructing man 
to create. It makes one spiritually hungry and thirsty 
for the opportunity to return to such a beautiful en
vironment. 



" IAHA'I NEWS 13 

FIRST NATIONAL BAHA'i CONVENTION OF THE BAHA'is 
OF GUYANA, SURINAM AND FRENCH GUIANA 

The first National Convention was graced with the 
presence of Hand of the Cause Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih 
Khimum, Mrs. Violette Nalgljavani, Continental Board 
of Counsellors members: Mr. Hooper Dun bar, Mr. Don
ald Witzel, and Mrs. Betty Reed, Auxiliary Board 
member Mr. Anthony Worley, friends from Trinidad, 
and delegates and friends from Surinam, French 
Guiana and Guyana totalliog fifty-four. 

Assembled in Georgetown, Guyana this historic occa
sion was opened with a message from the Universal 
House of Justice to the Baha'i World brought to us by 
Amatu'I-Baba. And in another message from that 
exalted Body addressed to our community, we learned 
of our goals assigned for the Nine Year Plan. In it we 
were asked to achieve fifty localities; with local spirit
ual assemblies totalling 10 in Guyana, three in Surinam 
and three in French Guiana, in addition to property 
and legal goals. With feelings of pride and joy we 
learned that most of these goals had not only been 
achieved but exceeded. Indeed these victories were 
another proof to all of us of the inspired guidance and 
tireless assistance given for so many years by the 
three national spiritual assemblies, the Continental 
Board of Counsellors and their Auxiliary Board mem· 
bers. . 

As the delegates performed their sacred functions of 
electing our first N ationa! Spiritual Assembly we were 
all assembled in silence and prayer. Then our Conven
tion Chairman announced the new Assembly, whose 
officers were subsequently elected: Mr. Jamshid Ar-

jomandi, chairman; Mr, Henry Dolphin, vice-chair
m.an; Mr. A~gust Holland, treasurer; Miss Cheryl 
Plerre, .recordmg secretary; Mrs. Ellen Widmer, cor
respondIng secretary; Mr. Rivadavia da Silva Mrs. 
Eileen Hill, Mr. Ivan Fraser, and Mrs. DaisY Haru:feld. 

This was truely a time of spiritual dedication and all 
were overcome with emotion. 

That evening a wonderful gathering was held at the 
J:i"?iratu'l Quds, 220 Charlotte Street, Georgetown. 
Amatu'l-Baha RUJ:>iyyih Khanum, the Counsellors and 
Auxiliary Board member and all the friends made 
presentations to the National Spiritual Assembly. There 
were beautiful photographs elegantly framed for the 
National Center, a wall calendar from Africa showing 
the House of Worship in Kampala, Uganda; many 
telegrams and hundreds of letters from spiritual as
semblies and Baha'is around the world. Our National 
Archives was initiated with a most precious momento: 
a ring belonged to 'Abdu'l-Baha was presented from 
the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'!s of the 
British Isles. Indeed the great love and warmth con
veyed through all these gifts brought joy and courage 
to all of us. The newly-elected National Spiritual As
sembly another pillar to the Universal House of Justice, 
was inspired and uplifted to press ever forward on the 
road of service to Baha'u'lIah. 

-National Spiritual Assembly 
Baha'is of Guyana Surinam 

and French Guiana 

BaM', Ch.i.ld.,.en', Day Schoo! in Panama, August 29, 1970. 
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Baha'I Singing Group Visits Swiss Summer School 
A highlight of the Baha'i Summer School held during 

the second week in August at Cret~Berard Center of 
Vand Reformed Church near Lausanne was the visit of 
the "Dawn Breakers of Europe" group of singers. This 
is a group of forty young Baha'is from fourteen nations 
which has traveled extensively in Europe during the 
past several months. After the close of the summer 
school the group presented its musical "Plea for One 
World" to some 2,000 people in four Swiss cities. 

Also present at the school was Miss Linda Marshall of 
the United States who had just completed an extensive 
teaching circuit throughout Switzerland resulting in 
much publicity in Swiss newspapers and over the 
Italian.speaking television program in Switzerland. 

The school program included courses by Hand of the 
Cause of God Dr. A. Miihlschlegel (Prayer and Medita
tion) , Dr. H. A. Kamran (Shaykism and the Book of 
Certitude), Mrs. A. Ghaznavi (Islam), Mrs. U. Miihl
schlegel (Iqan), Mr. B. Ghaznavi, Auxiliary Board 
member, and Mrs. U. Namdar (Baha'i Life), Mrs. 
Marion Little (Prayer), Miss Sh. Abrary and Mr. M. 
Berdjis (Expanson of the Cause) given both in French 
and German. 

Misg Linda MarshaU, Sl.l.Onding at left in the back ,.010. 11i.rited 
the children'.s clasS' at the Bah4.', School at C.,it-Birard, 
SwUze-rland. 

Spain 
One of the most difficult and most important goals of 

the Nine Year Plan is achieved. Mrs. Maria CamaCho 
Martinez, a Gypsy, became a Baha'i in Sabadell. 

National SpirituaL Assembly of Baha'is oj Spain, elected Ri(f
van 127. Left to right, .standing: Antonio Jimenez, Lopez 
Monge, Emilio Eyea, Fernando Sam. chllinnan: R. MehT«b~ 
khani, Dj. Forghani; /'ront: Isidro TorreHa, Miguel Medina, 
Det/him Foroughi. 

DeI-egates and friends attending the ninth NaUonat Convention of the Baha'is of Spain, April 25·6, 1910 
in Madrid. Eighteen of the nineteen delegates were able to attend and there were' also in aUendance two 
mnnbeTl;: of the AuxUiarv Board. 
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National Spiritual AB.rembly 01 the BaM.'u of Sweden, Ru,tvrin 
121. Left to right, front: Kaj Winberg, E. Jazoyeri, Mrs. MenTi 
Alsoni., HaN Odemyr, chairman; S. Rasmussen; Tear: Pau~ 
Ojermak, seCT'etaTlI: T. Ingelog, R. Gotmohammfldi, Sven Mar-ds. 

Spiritual Assembt1,l of Bahd.'i.J of Schaerbeek, Belgium, RU;!
van 127. Left to right, standing: RajaboHah Vahdat, 'V. chaiT
man; Manouch. FOTOUghi, Rouhollah FaHahzadeh.. Mrs. Jinous 
FaUahzadeh, Leon De/Unes, {smait FOTOUghi, chairman; seated: 

Sweden 

New Zealand Conference 

Mrs. Jeanne Vahdat, tTeo.s-urer; Mrs. Jeanne Foroughi, Tee. 
ucretaTlI; MTI'. Henriette Delvoyof. corres. secretary. 

Belgium 

First Continental Board of Coul1seHoTS Conference to be held in the South bland of New Ze«w.nd took 
place August 2'9, 1970 tn Christch.uTch, N.Z. and was attended by people of many ethnic groups. Conti
nental Board Counsel !.or Howard Harwood is shown, standing, back: at lett. Left to right, front: Anna 
Ch.uda, Australia; Jan and Ron Pratt, pioneers from Hawaii; Singam Rajah., student in New Zeau..nd 
from Fuji; second TOW: am Seddon, a MaoTi, holdi.ng the GTeatest Name; Hanh, the onlll South Vietnamese 
thus far to i.oin th.e Faith i.n New Zealand; National Spiritual Assembl\l member M1IUon Grigor, third 
from the ri"ht, 

-''''-
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Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Brazzaville (Congo) 
formed at Ri~vdn 127, Left to right. /Tont: Sommere Marie 
Joseph, Fran~ois Mbemba. Mme. Madeleine Azemi.khah, Rigo
bert Ou~ouon. Anselm Nkouka; rea.,; Edouard Bitsikou., Azem
ikhah GhodratoHah, Rafael Ntsiete. Ebenezer Kpotiako. 

Congo- Brazzaville 

Malawi 

NOVEMBER 1970 

Malaysia 
"At one of the estates", said twenty-two year old 

Muttiah, an ex-tin mine worker, ~'three youths Con
fronted me. One burned the pamphlet I gave, the other 
started to tear it and the third threw it in my face and 
ordered me to go home. Today they are all Baha'is. n 

Muttiah is one of those simple and unassuming Ba
ha'is instrumental in bringing about mass conversion in 
Kedah dUring the early months of this year. The 
Success of Kedah may be attributed to the fact that the 
believers there recently held an "Operation LightU

, a 
proclamation campaign aimed at teaching as many 
people as possible. 

In Sarawak the Bahit'i message goes on the air on 
"Radio Sarawak" as a regular feature every fifth Sun. 
day, in Iban, Chinese, and English. The Baha'is at flrst 
only requested that they share radio time with other 
religious programs, with a regular feature in the !ban 
language. The Government appeared not too willing to 
oblige. Later, it was learned that the only reason for 
hesitation was that they wanted the feature in three 
languages: English, Chinese, and Iban, to be in keeping 
with the policy of fairness in religion, as the Christians 
all broadcast in three languages. 

Now the fifteen minute feature is broadcast every 
fifth Sund ay and is received loud and clear in all the 
scattered and isolated long-houses, as well as in BruneL 
It is very inspiring to hear the prayers of Baha'u'llab 
coming over the air with full acknowledgment that this 
is a Baha'i program. 

The Sarawak Gazette lists all Baha'i Holy Days, and 
next year's Almanac will carryall of the nine days in 
its calendar. 

The Education Department has given permission for 
all Baha'i children to stay away "from school on Baha'i 
Holy Days. 

Cocos Island 
The National Spiritual Assembly of Australia reports 

accomplishment of a Nine Year Plan goal in the 
resettlement of Cocos Island recently by Mr. Keith 
Brown, pioneer from Australia. 

The fiTst Nationaf Convention of the Baha'is of Malawi, May 1-3 1970. Hand Of the Cause Paul Haney (second row center) 
Tepresented the Universat House Of Justice. Mrs. Helen Hope represented th.e MotheT National Spiritual Assembly (South 
CentTa! A/rica) and Mr. Enayat Sohaili the Continental BoaTel CounseUor.!. 

r 



Dele94te.s and friends at the first National Convention of the Bahd'is of Rhodesia held April 25-26, 1910 in SalisbuT'tl, Rhode-ria... 
MTS. Bahiyyih Ford, member of the Boa.,.d of Cou.nsellors fo", Sou.thern Africa, and Boo..,.d Membl!7 William Masehla "'epre.sented 
the Univet".sal HOtLSe of Justice and the Continental Board of CounselloTs respectively. 

Rhodesia 
India 

When the National Spiritual Assembly of India held 
its June meeting in Bangalore, the Assembly members 
were invited to meet with the Municipal Council of 
Kanakapura. The following extract is from the "Civic 
Address" given to the Assembly on behalf of the people 
of Kanakapura: 

uThe Baha'i: Faith has come to Kanakapura for the 
past one: year .... There are twenty·five local spiritual 
assemblies in Kanakapura Taluk ... 

"We have found that the Baha'i Faith is a noble 
Faith, which is trying to bring about the unity ... of 
mankind, which is the main aim of the . . . Faith. 
Baha'u'llah, the Author of the Baha'i Faith has shown 
us in many of His teachings the means by which to 
achieve this goal . . . 

"We, the Municipal Council, and the people of Kana· 
kapura, request the ... Assembly ... to enlighten, ~s 
further as to how we could co·operate with the Baha'IS 
in achieving this no hIe goal. 

"We feel proud ... that ... Baha'is are spreading the 
Faith not only in Kanakapura Taluk but also in Ban· 
galore District. We are sure if they are encouraged 
properly, they can spread the cause throughout South 
India." 

Nigeria 
The Baha'is of Akure, Nigeria, are 

shown here with Mrs. Eulalia Bobo, 
center, during her travel teaching 
trip through Africa. Mrs. Bobo spent 
a week with this Community and had 
a meeting with the Paramount Chief. 
Twenty-five declarations were re
ceived during the week. 

Japan 
Mr. Philip A. Marangella, a pioneer for many years 

in Japan, has just completed an around·the·world inter
national travel teaching tour. During the past six 
months he has given some twenty-five lectures, twenty
nine fireside talks, had three radio interviews, and four 
television interviews in centers throughout nine coun
tries as well as in Hong Kong and Okinawa. 

The Philippine Islands 
Part of Mr. Marangella's tour included a 45-minute 

interview on 'Roger's Patrol,' a popular radio program 
in the Philippine ISlands, as well as on 'Swing In,' a 
popular television program (both programs claim an 
audience of a million or more). 

• • • 
At the first legal BahO.'i marriage last May 17, held in 

La Castellana, Negros Occidental, about one hundred 
and fifty attended the reception. Following the recep
tion, an open discussion took place. Newspaper repOrt· 
ers attended and there was a radio broadcast commem
orating the occasion. This proved to be an excellent 
means of proclaiming the F ai th in La Castellana. 

On June 26, the first recognition of the Baha'i Holy 
Days in the Philippines was obtained in Mindanao State 
University through the efforts of Mr. Farzbod Taefi. 
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First Spiritu.al Assembl1l of the Baha'is of Palmer, Alaska 
formed at Ri4vdn 1970. Left to right: front: Monte Smith, 
t1'e03UTer; Beverlll Ko18toe, secretary; Betty Lee Summers (on 
flooT) , Imogene Hagen, Douglas Hunt, MaTZieh Miner; Tear: 
Richard J. Miller. h., chairman; Robert Summus, John 
Koh:toe, v. cMirman. 

New Local Assemblies 

The fir.,t local Spiritual Auembly of the BaM'!" of WUlingbOTO, 
New JeTsey. Left to Tight: Mrs. Na'1lCV Riema~ Ga.1'1I Hurdlow. 
Lois Hu.nilow, Jo"n McCall, Dale McCaU, Eric Berndt, Edith 
Berndt, Chri3tine Holfelder, Robert HoI/elder. 

NOVEMBER 1970 

The first Spiritual Assemb1tl of the Bahd'b of Pa..sadena.,. Tezaa. 
Left to right: (seated) Mrs. Patricia Campbell, secreta",; Mn. 
Betty Powers; Mrs. Rouhieh Ahmadi; Mrs. Lorelie Bradshaw, 
treasuTeT; (standing) Robert Ca-rpenter, vice-chairman; Luther 
Powers; Sonrab NOOTian; Richard McConneH; Darrell Brad
shaw, chairman. 

Alaska Holds Summer School 

Some of those at the Thirteenth 
Annual Alaska Baha'i Summer 
School at Douglas-Juneau, July 
18-22, 1970. The school stressed 
the theme of love and devotion 
with cour ses on: The Fire of 
God, Hidden Words. the Cov
enant and Teaching. The eighty 
who attended were inspired to 
greater teaching activity and 
to dedication of their lives to 
Baha·u'llah. 

IT 



Brazil 
Mass teaching has been started in Fortaleza, Brazil, 

where it was possible to train nine Baha'is, five adults 
and four youth. Four teams were formed, which opened 
two "campesino" areas and enrolled forty-one new 
believers during a Saturday afternoon and Sunday 
morning. The ilcampesinos" around Fortaleza are so 
pure hearted that the experience was memorable for 
all who took part. The teams plan more such expansion 
work. 

Peru 
Counsellor Mas'ud Khamsi reported that he recently 

invited Mr. Pedro Pablo, a Baha'i and the Governor of 
Chinchero, to accompany him to Najchi, a neighboring 
community. 

4IWe arrived". he reported, "at the house of teniente 
governor, who immediately called the people and at 
8:00 a.m. we had a meeting with about eight·five adults 
and children. At 11 :00 a.m. when we left, thirty·five 
adults had enrolled. n 

Mter Mr. Khamsi found that Mr. Pablo's translations 
into Quechua were beautifully done, he invited him to 
accompany him to other communities. They have en~ 
rolled many more believers. 

Surinam 
Counsellor Donald R. Witzel conducted a teaching 

institute on July 18 which was attended by fifteen 
Baha'is who were learning how to teach the Bush 
Negroes, a unique cultural group of that country, and 
other rural area people. They used visual aids, specifi~ 
cally a set of fourteen drawings, for initial enrollment. 

On the following day five teams of three Baha'is each 
set out to teach the Faith, Fifteen new believers were 
enrolled in Osembo, and two new localities were opened. 
to the Faith: Paranam with five adults and Lafechilan· 
sha with nine adults and two youth. The teachers are to 
continue this work of expansion and consolidation. 

Institute Held in Guatemala 
Fifteen very new and enthusiastic Baha'is partici

pated in the first teacher training Institute held under 
the Victory Plan of the Baha'is of Guatemala. The 
sessions were held Sept. 5 and 6 at the Dorothy B. 
Baker Institute in Chichicastanango and included. a 
visual aids workshop and classes in Baha'i laws, ad
ministration, and history. A very successful public 
meeting was held featuring the film UA New Wind" 
with discussion groups following, The joyous gathering 
concluded with the singing of Baha'i songs. 

An evaluation test at the end of the two day institute 
demonstrated how much the students had learned and 
all expressed willingness to travel and teach. 

Auxiliary Board member Edith McLaren was pre
sent to encourage and inspire the students. Also present 
was a visitor from the. United States, Nancy Kappus, 
who was retUrning from the Conference in Bolivia. 
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National Spiritual Assembly of BaM'is of Colombia elected 
Ri(ivan 127. Left to right: Domingo Rojas, Olavo Novaes. Luu 
Montenegro, Galo Vanegas, Luis Sanchez, Teresa Ala.TCOn. Bett", 
Toomes, Farsam Arbab, Leonor Pon-a.s. 

National Spiritual Assembly 
of Colombia 

Teachers In Bolivia 

Volunteer teachers i.n Bolivia (see October BahLi', News p. 2) 
left: Ancelmo Heredia; right: Valenti Heredia. 



New Hamp&h.i,.e's Governo,. WalteT Peterson nceive.r a. copy of 
The Proclamation of Bahi'u'llab from well-known Bahti'£!. 
Len to right: Donald R. Jacoba, MT,s. MaT%ieh Gail, Governor 
Peterson, Mrs. NanC1J Bowditch, and Alfred B. Reed. 

Cassette Deepening Progralll 

New Price All Cassette tapes are now $2.50 each. 

New Titles 
Hand of the Cause of God Amatu'I-Hili R~iyyih 
Kh.8.num's three talks to the National Baha'i Youth 
Conference, June. 1970, are now available on ninety~ 
minute cassettes. The first two include the question and 
answer sessions following the talks. Baha'is of aU ages 
will find these talks an inspirational deepening source. 

20-C-5111 Role of Bah~'; Youth in Today's 
World 

2O-C-5112 Pioneering: Challenge to BaluN 
Youth 

20-C-5113 Shoghi Effendi: Guardian of the 
Baha'! Faith 

Dwight Allen'. closing talk at the National Baha'i Con
ference on Educ a tion held in Wilmette during Febru
ary. 1970 has been made available on cassette. 

20-C-!>410 Education: Where Do We Go 
From Here 

When ordering Audio-Visual and Special Materials: Use 
an Audio-Visual order blank. All items net, plus 10% for 
postage and handling except Community Librarian 
orders of $10.00 and over which are sent postpaid. 
Baha'i Publishing Trust; 415 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois 60091. 
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First Spiritual Assemblv of the .BaI&ci-'b 01 Bristol, New Ramp
,hi,Te. Ri4vdn 127. Lett to right, front: Jean Pld.tU:, Alfreda 
Wh.eeler; second TOW: Betty FUteau, Bruce PLltta. El.cri1le" 
Keniston, chairman; David Powden, secret.a1ll; Lucile <heen«n; 
standing: Myrtle Reynolds, v. chairman; Ernie' RevnoJcU. 
treasul'e"T. 

Spiritual Assemblies In 

United States 

Spiritual A.88emb (y of Bahd'is of South Dade County Miami, 
F!orida, incOTpOTuted in 1970. Left to right: reaT: A. W. Hous
lon, v. chairman; James HenTY. treasurer; Francine Lev", Ben 
Levy, chairman; Stephen A. Koehl; front: Hazel Gleason, Kay 
Koeht, assistant .secretary; Lottie SeaTS. Blanche Rudn~k:, 
secretary. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published for circulation among Baha.'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United 
States, as a news organ reporting current activities of the Baha'i world community. 
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foot, National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee, Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee. 

Material must be received by the twenty-fifth of the second month preceding date ot is-cue. Address: Baba.'i News Editorial 
Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091, U .5.A. 

Change of address should be reported dir~tly to National Baha'i Center. Il2 Linden Avenue. Wilmette. Illinois. U.S.A. 60091. 
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HAND OF THE CAUSE OF GOD 
ENOCH OLiNGA VISITS THE AMERICAS 
In Yutatan ... 

The beloved Hand of the Cause Mr. Enoch Olinga 
arrived in Merida, Yucatan on July 24 and was met at 
the airport by many believers, some of whom had come 
over a thousand miles to see him. He was interviewed 
by three reporters and a two column article appeared 
the next day in the Diario del Sureste and another in 
the newspaper Novedades. This was the first occasion 
on which a Baha'i had been interviewed in Merida by 
the press. 

To make the most of the precious twenty·Iour hours 
which Mr. Olinga could spend in the country, there was 
a meeting for the friends from the south in the Baha'i 
Institute Martha Root, in Muna, and a second meeting 
the same evening in the Regional Teaching Baha'I 
Center in Korn chen in the north. 

Despite a torrential storm shortly before the time for 
the meeting at Muna, many believers attended and 
rejoiced in the bounty of meeting this beloved Hand of 
the Cause. 

Among the unforgettable words he spoke were those 
referring to the great Baha'i teacher and Hand of the 
Cause. Miss Martha Root, for whom the Institute had 
been named. He said that she was exceptional because 
she was all of three things: a heroine, a saint, and a 
martyr. He said that a hero is one who accomplishes 
the impossible; a saint one who leads a saintly life; and 
a martyr one who give his Hfe to the Faith and 
sacrifices his station for that of the Will of Baha'u'Dah. 
Not many, he said, have attained these three things. 

The meeting at Komchen was delayed because of the 
storm, nevertheless more than forty Baba'i adults as 
well as many youth and children were waiting to greet 
Mr. Olinga when he arrived. 

As he talked to the friends he spoke of the possibili
ties that the very young children present could in the 
future become pioneers to carry the Message of 
Baha'u'llah all over the world, even to Africa. All. 
during the previous hours, in Muna or in the journeys 
to and from, his great love and spirit as well as words 
conveyed the importance of the divine attributes which 
should be reflected in our lives, Our thoughts should be 
constantly pure and directed towards Baha'u'Uah. 
When, later, a Baha'i from Komchen was asked what 
had impressed him most he replied, uHe told us that we 
must love the believers in other religions," as though 
this had now become a reality to him, 

In Muna Mr. Olinga spoke of the great war going on 
now in the world, the war between good and evil, light 
and ignorance, and he said that the Baha'is are mem
bers of the Army of Light so all must fight very hard. In 
Komchen he spoke more concerning the example the 
Army of Light must. give to the world. 

The following morning Baha'is gathered again at the 
airport for one last moment with their honored guest, 
grateful to Baha'u'lliih for the blessing of this visit 
which had filled all the hearts with the warmth and 
"nspiration of his presence. 

Hand of the Cause Enoch Olinga in Bolivia. Above.' He tries 
the na.tive altiplano PTe-Columbian inst"Tument, the guerul. The 
Bahd'i band is shown in the background. 

In Jamai(a ... 

On the 2nd of August, Enoch Olinga arrived at the 
Palisadoes Airport, and was welcomed to the island by 
members of the National Spiritual Assembly, repre
sentatives of the Kingston Baha'i Community. and 
Auxiliary Board member, Dr. W. M. Tucker. 

That evening Mr. Olinga spoke at a public meeting, 
and later met with the National Spiritual Assembly. He 
extended to the Assembly the greetings of the Universal 
House of Justice. 

The next few days started with a radio and television 
interview, and later was followed by a public meeting 
in Mat Pen where four people accepted the Faith of 
Baha'u'llah. The next day began with a call on the 
Mayor of Kingston, Councellor E. G. Barrett. who 
extended a warm welcome to Mr. Olinga, and was told 
of the meaning of the terms "Hand of the Cause" and 
"The Universal House of Justice." That same day, Mr. 
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Olinga spoke to the Lions Club and greeted them from 
the Lions Club of Africa. He explained the aims and 
principles of the Baha'i Faith. and mentioned that the 
Lions previous motto: "One Race-The HUman Race" 
was in accordance with Baha'i teachings. His speech 
brought whole-hearted response from the members of 
the Club. Another public meeting closed the day. 

In Montego Bay. the other major city in Jamaica, Mr. 
Olinga gave the message of Baha 'u'llih to a large 
group of diverse people, and had the bounty of greeting 
thirteen of them into the Baha'i Faith. The first to 
embrace the teachings of Baha'u'llith was an individual 
who belonged to a small local religious sect, and who 
had, previous to the meeting, tried to create a distur
bance. The meeting had been announced throughout 
the city by a loud-speaker truck, and the owner of the 
vehicle was so impressed that he offered his services 
free of charge to the Baha'is in the future. 

When Mr. Olinga left on the evening of August 7th, 
the friends who accompanied him to the airport were 
saddened at his departure; yet richer because of his 
visit. 

In Nashville, Tennessee ... 
Almost 150 Baha'is were present to hear Mr. Olinga 

speak. They came from Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky. Ala
bama, North Carolina, Florida, Illinois, Arkansas, and 
Tennessee. With Mr. Paul Pettit as Chairman, Mr. 
Olinga talked that afternoon on many subjects and told 
the friends stories about his travels, and about the 
Baha'is throughout the world. He was delightful to 
listen to as his love and humor poured forth continual
ly. He involved those present in a great deal of singing 
and participation through asking them questions, and 
letting them make inquiry on various subjects. He 
mentioned the need for pioneers to Africa and eight 
people offered to leave to pioneer. Mr. Olinga was 
delighted, and referred these selfless souls to the proper 
assemblies and committees. 

3 

Glimpses of Enoch OHn~a's 1)i~U to NIU"hviUe. Tenne.r.see 
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In New York ... 
The New York Assembly underestimated the number 

of Baha'is who would travel long distances to hear Mr. 
Olinga. Carloads of believers came from Massachu
setts, New Hampshire. Vermont, Connecticut, New Jer
sey. Pennsylvania, and Rhode Island, and some from 
as far away as Chicago flew in for the meeting. The 
small hall was packed with people drawn to the "City of 
the Covenant" to hear this precious person speak to the 
believers. 

Mr. Olinga spoke for one and one-half hours, but most 
people felt it was an all·too-brief few moments. He 
began by asking everyone "Are you happy?" and had 
the group sing for a little while. He then spoke of the 
condition of happiness, and how important it is for Us to 
be happy in this day. He illustrated his speech with 
stories of the believers in Central and South America 
who realize the significance of this era and who show 
this by acts of sacrifice. 

All listened in rapt attention and afterward all 
wanted to express to him their love and appreciation. 

Later, it was discovered that Mr. John Birks "Dizzy" 
Gillespie was playing at a club in Harlem, and the 
group went to visit him. "Dizzy" was delighted to meet 
Mr. Olinga, and dedicated to him a song he had 
composed about the Late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. He asked Mr. Olinga to rise, and introduced him to 
the audience who applauded him and welcomed him 
most kindly, It was a beautiful event. Dizzy Gillespie, a 
giant in the musical world, playing for his African 
Brother a tribute to a black American, Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who was also a spiritual giant, and a 
martyr in the cause of harmony and peace among men. 
As Hand of the Cause of God Mr. Olinga left, he stopped 
at the stage and they embraced lovingly, and Mr. 
Olinga said that he hoped to see UDizzy" sOon in Africa. 
He then left for Chicago, and the Baha'i House of 
Worship in Wilmette. 

In Wilmette ... 
In the Foundation Hall of the Baha!i House of Wor~ 

ship, mare than 350 people came to hear Hand of the 
Cause of God Mr. Olinga. Many of them drove long 
distances on the rainy night of October 81b. Present 
also was Hand of the Cause of God Mr. Zikru'lh'h 
Khadem, whose chanting in Persian added greatly to 
the spiritual atmosphere of the occasion. 

As he had done on previous occasions, Mr. Olinga 
opened his talk by asking: "Are you happy?" '·Are you 
really happy?" then he invited the friends to join in 
singing a Baha'i song. Some of the highlights of his talk 
follow: 

Happiness is one of the greatest spiritual virtues to be 
found in the world. It is not possible to be happy without 
loving God and this means that we must first know 
Him. and knowledge of Him is a heavenly besto:wal. 
But knowledge of Him is not enough, we must belIeve 
in Him and His Manifestations. Baha'is are one be
cause they believe in Baha'u'llah. the Manifestation for 
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this day. Many people admire the Baha'is because of 
their belief. 

Man's first duty is to recognize the Manifestation of 
God for this day, His station is higher than that of 
anyone on earth. When one recognizes the Manifesta~ 
tion. he must become familiar with His win, His laws 
and His Teachings, When we say we believe we should 
realize that we have arrived at this point through the 
Grace of God, and must strive to cultivate the qualities 
this belief requires. 

Happiness comes from belief in God, faith in His 
Manifestations, observance of His laws, and service. 

The Baha'is have many gifts from God. The greatest 
is that of teaching. Teaching is the magnet that attracts 
souls and Baha'u'llah has promised to aid and confirm 
those who arise to teach. 

Mr. Olinga brought greetings from the friends in 
Africa. He spoke with special love about Hand of the 
Cause Mr. Musa Banfmi, who was the first to respond to 
the Guardian's can to open Africa. When he and his 
family went there twenty years ago, there was only one 
regional National Spiritual Assembly and a few scat~ 
tered Baha'is, in sharp contrast with the present num· 
bers. The Guardian called Mr. Banani "The Conqueror 
of Africa," "The Lion of Africa." Mr. Olinga said Mr. 
Banimi has great spiritual strength that belies his very 
frail health, and that he sends to the friends his love 
and greetings and prayers. He also brought greetings 
from the Universal House of Justice and from the 
beloved Guardian himself who told Mr. Olinga, thirteen 
years ago, shortly before his passing: "When you go to 
America, give my love to all the friends. po 

Mr. Olinga also spoke of the work of the pioneers 
everywhere, and asked that the believers remember 
them in their prayers. 

Then he told about the rapid growth of Ibe Faith in 
the Deep South of the United States where Ibe believers 
are finding many people waiting for Baha'u'll.8.h. All 
they need to do is to offer to these ready souls the 
Message as they would a gift to a king, and wait for 
them to accept it for the love of God. When Ibey say 
they believe then they are told: HIf you believe, then 
you are a Baha'i. and you are invited to join us." The 
friends in the South ask for prayers for they must not 
slow down their teaching. Every place in the world is 
just as ready for the message. 

In closing Mr. Olinga appealed to all the friends to 
support the goals of the Nine Year Plan and the Bah'; 'i 
Fund, and to live the Baha'i life. "Love and Service," 
he said, "are the highest qualities of the Baha'i. 

In Jackson, Mississippi ... 
One hundred and eleven Baha'Is from seventeen 

localities gathered at the Hotel Heidelberg in Jackson, 
Mississippi on October 20, 1970, for one of the most 
inspiring events in several months - the visit of Hand 
of the Cause Enoch Olinga. Six communities, including 
the Choctaw Indian group, reported full attendance. 

After the friends were introduced by localities to Mr. 
Olinga. he presented greetings from the Baha'is in 
South America, Central America, the Caribbean Is
lands and the Universal House '0{ Justice. He spoke of 
reliance upon God as essential in living and particu
larly in teaching. He urged the friends to be "evanes-
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cent - humble" when offering the gift of the Faith to 
people. uA servant bows before the king and waits until 
he is recognized before offering his gift. We must induce 
people to accept the gift of the Faith." 

Mr. Olinga pointed out that in reality "man has 
become ugly with materialism and we must enable 
everyone to immerse himself in the ocean of God's 
love. " 

He reminded the audience that lithe first requirement 
of a Baha'i teacher is to say 'I am nothing'. The love 
we express; power we feel; our knowledge, wisdom are 
not Ours. They are conferred by Baha'u'lHih. To believe 
with complete sincerity that Baha 'u 'nah is King of 
Glory, the Awaited, Promised One, King of these days, 
Manifestation of highest attributes - to be the em
bodiments of devotion, to have the love of the Lord in 
one's heart-such a one who arises with trust and firm~ 
ness, even if the world arises against him, he will be 
victorious because our strength is the strength of Baba. 
'u'lHih." Here Mr. Olinga paid tribute to Musa Banani 
Hwhom the Guardian caned lion of the Cause of God in 
Africa. Though ill and advanced in age he has been a 
mighty spiritual giant - a reed, a clear channel for the 
Faith. Despite feebleness, he is supplicating. medi
tating, and in constant thought of the friends through
out the globe. Mr. Bananf sent warmest greetings to all 
the friends whom Mr. DHnga might visit. 

Most of the believers gathered at the nearby YWCA 
for supper together and then returned for the evening 
session which began with informal Singing. Mr. Olinga 
enjoyed the music very much and said it reminded him 
of the African Baha'is. He recalled an African song 
introduced previously by an African Baha'i now living 
in New York City. 

In the evening session Mr. Olinga answered questions 
and spoke of the teaching work in Africa, emphasizing 
the importance of keeping all aspects of growth in 
process, that is mass teaching. extension teaching? 
consolidation and deepening must go forward at all 
times. He encouraged us to overCome our hesitation 
regarding spontaneous declarations by saying "Every
one has the right to say 'I believe'. It is not possible to 
judge others' beliefs. The great hall of belief has two 
doors. one for entering, the other for leaving. We should 
not act for God. InteUectual knowledge can be mistaken 
for faith. Charity can be mistaken for faith. We cannot 
judge this. We must nurture, protect, assist the new 
believers_ until they can help themselves and others. 
This requires hard work and patience and the Beloved 
Guardian said we must pray for our own patience in 
this work. Through our love for each other we pray for 
each other. We have the chain of intercession that 
knowledge and faith and devotion be increased. Baha
'u'}hih must become Ruler of their hearts - this is the 
crucial issue. As the Manifestations were patient with 
the people while waiting to be accepted, we must pray 
for patience." 

It was truly inspiring to see many youth in attendance 
and surely all returned to their homes uplifted by the 
presence of Hand of the Cause Enoch Olinga. 

With the friends in Jackson. Mississfppi. 
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LE LOC 

TALKS OF VICTORIES 

IN VIETNAM 

Mr. Le Loc visits the House of Worship in Wilmette. Shown, lett to right: Mn. Betry 
Haynes, Mrs. Eileen Norman, Mr. Le Lac. Hand at the Cause Zikru'Udh Khdciem Mis.! 
Ch~T~oHe LinJoot. assistant secretary National Spiritual Assem.bl1l of the Baha'is ~f the 
Untt_~~ States. Mrs. LOTan~ Kerfoot, secT~taTlI of National SptrituaJ Assembly Of th-e 
~ah.a tS at the Leeward. Wmdwar~ and V1roin brands; Mrs. Javidu~t .Kb.Bdem, Au%'i
hary Board member; Glenford M1tcherl. 8e'cretarll National Spiritual AssemM1I of the 
Baha'i!! of th~ United State.~. 

On Friday, September 25,1970, Mr. Le Loc, Chairman 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Vietnam, spoke at a public meeting held in Foundation 
Hall at the House of Worship. He gave an inspiring talk 
on the rapid Baha'i growth that Vietnam has ex
perienced in the past few years. From 46,000 at Ric;lvan 
in 1968 to 52,000 in 1969, and then to 95,000 in 1970. This 
last figure includes about 23,000 Mountagnards who are 
the indigenous people of the central highlands and who 
do not speak Vietnamese. His description of life in 
Vietnam added new emphasis to these figures. Lacking 
many of the resources which the American believers 
have, the Vietnamese Baha'is must endure great hard
ships and danger to spread the Word of Baha'u'llah to 
the waiting masses. Sometimes Baha'i youth in Viet
nam will be walking to a village where there is no pub
lic transportation. and will be caught in the crossfire 
between two armies. One such youth who was wounded 
in this way was visited. in the hospital by the Baha'is of 
Saigon to- "share his suffering" only to find that he was 
happy and was impatient to be out of the hospital so that 
he could continue teaching the Faith. Such sacrifice of 
time. energy, and material reSOUrces by the youth of 
Vietnam is a shining example to the entire Baha'i 
population. 

Mr. LeLac told how the Baha'i Faith was outlawed by 
the Diem Regime in 1953, and how seven months later, 
when the government toppled, was reinstated in good 
standing. Mr. Le Loc himself was involved in seeing 
that the new Constitution of South Vietnam made men
tion of a Supreme Being. Since that time, the relations 
between the Vietnamese government and the Baha'is 
have been most cordial and a bit unusual. 

In Vietnam, religions are largely supported by the 
government. Thus, when the Baha'is refuse, politely, 
each year the large offers of money, it gives the 
believers a speCial spirit which is resulting in almost 
total participation in the fund. Vietnamese families are 

encouraged to donate a penny a day to the fund, and 
many raise an extra plot of vegatables to sell and 
donate to the fund. 

Because the Baha'i Faith is the only religion in the 
country which is not receiving money from the govern
ment, and also has steadfastly refused to take sides on 
pOlitical issues. a great deal of trust has been deve!· 
oped. The government is assured that the Baha'is are 
teaching religion and not communism, and the Viet
Cong realize that the Baha'is are involved in spreading 
the Baha'i Faith rather than in military activities. 

Mr. Le Loe was adament in stressing the importance 
that the United States has in all the future international 
arrangements of all countries in the world. He said that 
all nations, especially Vietnam, are watching to see if 
unity can be established here. He said that if the 
American Baha'is could make this country into a 
heavenly place, that all the world would follow. He 
went on to say that all the governments of the world, 
and the people also, realize that wars will not produce 
better condition for mankind. Only the Baha'i Faith is 
the "better way." He said that the knowledge that war 
is not good, is not enough because neither side in any 
dispute }mows how to stop the war. He stressed that 
only if the American Baha'is, by their efforts, bring the 
teachings of Baha'u'Uah to the attention of the world, 
can the endless cycle of warfare he brought to a halt. 

Mr. Le Loc said many other things; how the women 
in Vietnam are very happy to see how active American 
women are in the Faith; and how glad the Vietnamese 
are to feel a part of a unified world society and to see 
pictures of other Baha'is in the BAHA'i NEWS. He gave 
us the love of the Baha'is in La Paz, BoliVia, where he 
had just visited, and said that he has felt such love 
from the Baha'is from every country that it is as if he 
has never left his family. He asked the American 
friends for their prayers on behalf of his country, and 
again said that by spreading the Faith here, we were 
working toward world peace. 



IAHA'j NEWS 

Green Acre School Dedicated 
to a Hand of the Cause 

"He is ]ike pure gOld. That is why he is accept
able in any market, and is current in every 
coun tr:",." 

-'Abdu'I-Baha 
August 26th marked a memorable occasion in Baha'i 

summer activities, when approximately three hundred 
friends gathered at Green Acre to participate in the 
dedication of the two children's buildings to the loving 
memory of Beloved Hand of the Cause of God, Louis 
Gregory. 

Hand of the Cause Mr. Zikru'llah Khadem assisted in 
the dedication services, as did two of the Auxiliary 
Board members. Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin and Mrs. 
Javidu1illt Khildem. 

A memorial service was held at the graveside of 
Louis Gregory which is located less than a mile from 
Green Acre. Mrs. Nancy Jordan drew spirits together 
with a prayer; Robert Henderson shared with the group 
the unforgettable cable sent to the Baha'i world by 
Shoghi Effendi at the passing of Louis Gregory: 

"Profoundly deplore grievous loss of dearly be
Javed, noble-minded, golden.hearted Louis Greg
ory. pride and example to the Negro adherents 
of the Faith. Keenly feel loss of one so loved, 
admired and trusted by 'Abdu'l-Baha. Deserves 
rank of first Hand of the Cause of his race. Ris
ing Baha'i generation in African continent will 
glory in his memory and emulate his example 
... (Cable August 6, 1951) -Shoghi Effendi 

Hearts were touched, spirits soared and rededication 
passed from heart to heart as Beloved Hand of the 
Cause, Mr. Khadem chanting a prayer, circumambu
lated the grave site and with loving hands placed two 
rose buds on the grave of Louis and his faithful wife: 
Louise. 

Back at Green Acre, the dedication of the schools 
proceeded with a prayer offered by Philip Christenson, 
followed by Mrs. Khadem explaining the station of the 
Hands of the Cause of God. Mr. Khildem cheered all 
hearts with stories gleaned from the lifetime of Mr. 
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Schoo! at Green AcrE!' dedkated to Ute memOTY of Hand 01 the 
Cawi:e Loui.1: Gregory. 

Gregory which emphasized the courage, the vision, and 
the quality and beauty of the life of this godly man. 

At this point in the scheduled program, Mrs. Kather
ine McLaughlin with the children were to hand the 
decorative sign indicating that the buildings - Arts 
and Crafts and Lucas Cottage - were henceforth dedi. 
cated to the memory of Louis Gregory but nature 
thought otherwise. Rain came pouring down and every. 
one rushed inside to behold the results of a true labor of 
love. The children had worked all summer with paint 
and scrub brushes and the cottages had been trans
formed into a scene of beauty. Delectable refreshments 
were served and the friends transferred to Baha'i Hall 
to complete the dedication. 

Mrs. McLaughlin, surrounded by the happy faces of 
many children, held high the sign to be placed in front 
of the buildings. 

A concert ended the dedication with Larry Duffy at 
the piano, entertaining with exquisite tones. Michael 
Gramlich played folk music on his guitar telling stories 
through them that Louis Gregory would have loved. 

Louis Gregory was given a spiritual mission during 
his pilgrimage when 'Abdu'l-Baha said to him: "Go 
forth and speak the Cause of God. Visit the friends. 
G1adden their hearts. You will be the means of guid· 
ance to many souls. The Divine Bounties will be with 
you. You are always on my mind and heart." 

Newly designed memorial tOT Hand of the Cause Louis GTegory and his wite 
Louise at Eliot, Maine. 



• DECEMBER 1970 

AWARDS LUNCHEON CLIMAXES INTERNATIONAL 
EDUCATION YEAR OBSERVANCES 

The 1970 Louis G. Gregory Award for Service to Hu
manity was presented to the Children's Television 
Workshop, and to Dr. James L. Olivero at a gala lun~ 
cheon at the Statler-Hilton Hotel in New York City on 
October 17, 1970. The Award Luncheon was attended by 
250 people including members of United Nations Dele
gations and was the highlight event of the International 
Education Year observance being sponsored by the 
North American Baha'i Office for Human Rights. 

Mr. Whitney M. Young, Jr .• Executive Director of the 
National Urban League was the principal speaker at 
the luncheon, and spoke on ~lEducation for the 70's." 
He praised the Baha'i Faith for its work in the human 
rights field, and for being a religion that Jived up to its 
ideals. Miss Hazel Scott, pianist and singer, and Baha'i, 
entertained at the luncheon. Mrs. Mildred R. Motta
hedeh was Mistress of Ceremonies. Dr. Firuz Kazemza· 
deb, Chairman of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of the United States, presented the Louis G. 
Gregory Award to the Children's Television Workshop. 
Accepting the award was Mr. David Connell, Vice 
President of the Children's Television Workshop and 
Executive Producer of jjSesame Street." The award 
was presented to the Children's Television Workshop 
for its production of the television series "Sesame 
Street>? which "has magnified the development of tele· 
vision as a service to the education of mankind". In his 
acceptance remarks. Mr. Connell quoted from the 
Baha'i writings about a child being like a piece of coal, 
and education being the process by which the coal 
becomes a diamond. Dr. Daniel C. Jordan, Vice Chair· 
man of the National Spiritual Assemb1y. presented the 
Louis G. Gregory Award to Dr. James L. Olivero, who 
is the Executive Director of the Southwestern Coopera· 
live Educational Laboratory in Albuquerque. New Mex
ico. Dr. Olivero was cited for Hhis spirit of service and 
his innovations in educational methods ... " and for 
developing programs to open up educational opportuni· 
ties for Mexican-Americans and for Indian-Americans. 
In his acceptance remarks, Mr. Olivero noted that 
everyone who had come in contact with Mr. Gregory 
became a better person, and he expressed the hope that 
his knowledge of Mr. Gregory through tbe award would 
have the same effect upon him. 

Among the guests present at the luncheon, were Chief 
and Mrs. Simon Adeabo, Director of the United Nations 
Institute for Training and Research; Mr. Probyn 
Marsh Mission of Jamaica to the United Nations; Mr. 
Paolin'i, Mission of France to the United Nations; Mr. 
Marc Schreiber. Director of the Human Rights Section 
of the United Nations; the Honorable John E. Flynn, 
New York State Senator; and Mrs. Lauretta Turney. 
niece of Mr. Gregory. Some twenty members of the 
press and radio also were present at the occasion. 
These included Associated Press, United Press Interna
tional, Look Magazine, Readers Digest7 Ladies Home 
Journal, McCaUs, Cosmopo~itan. Woman's Day, and 

H(!nd of the Cause of God Louis G. Gf'egOTJl 1874-1951 

Radio Station WOR. The latter recorded and broadcast
f'd excerpts of the luncheon. 

The Louis G. Gregory Award for Service to Humanity 
was established in 1968 by the National Spiritual As
sembJy. The award is named in honor of a black 
American, Mr. Louis G. Gregory, who served on the 
first national administrative body of the Baha'is in the 
United States. For more than thirty years, Louis G. 
Gregory was the mainspring behind the work for race 
amity being sponsored by the Baha'i Faith. He served 
with the National Baha'i Assembly for twenty-four 
years. He was a friend of Booker T. Washington and 
George Washington Carver. He married Louisa Math· 
ew, an English Baha'i. They were brought together 
by 'Abdu'l-Baha. He died July 30, 1951, and was buried 
in Eliot, Maine near the Green Acre Baha'i School. At 
the time of his death the Guardian named him a Hand 
of the Cause of God and designated him as the first 
Hand of the Cause of his race. 

The Louis G. Gregory Awards are original pieces by 
the noted American sculptor and Baha?i, Vernon Voelz 
of Sarasota, Florida. The design incorporates four basic 
symbols, a tetrahedron, a hexahedron. a five pointed 
jack, and several spectral colors. SymbolicaUy. the 
design represents earth, mankind, individual men and 
their characteristics, and the physical and spiritual 
universe necessary to sustain earth and its human 
inhabitants. The design offers visuaHy, the thought that 
as God has ordered the universe and has permitted 
man to be sustained within it, we may realize that 
"Human Rights are God Given Rights." 

An International Education Year Symposium spon
sored by NABOHR, preceded the luncheon. Speakers 

(continued on page 10) 
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LOUIS G. GREGORY AWARD LUNCHEON 

The second presentation of the Louis G. Gregory AwaTds fOT Service to Humanity presented by the North American 
Balul'i Office for Human Rights, was held in the New York City Statler-Hiltcm Hotel on October 17, 1970. 

Seated in picture No.1 at the head table are, left to Tight: Miss Hazel Scott, Mr. Robert Desatnick. MTs. Mildred 
_Mottahedeh...speaking .. Mr. Whitney M. Young Jr.~ Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh, Dr. James Olivero, Mrs. Juliet B&tlOTd, 
and Dr. Sarah M. Pereira. No.2 is Whitney M. Young Jr., Executive Director of the National Urban League, and 
guest speaker at the luncheon. No.3 is Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh Chairman of the Nationat Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the United States giving the Louis G. Gregory Award for Service to Humanity to Mr. David Connell, Ex. 
ecutive Producer of the "Sesame Street" television progTam No.4. No. 5 is Miss Hazel Scott, noted Baha'i singer 
who provided entertainment at the luncheon. No.6 is DT. James L. OliveTO Teceiving the Louis G. Gregory Award 
for Service to Humanity for his work in educational improvements for chHdren of minority groups. No. 7 is Dr. 
Daniel C. Jordan~ Vice Chairman, National Spiritual Assembly. NO.8 is the exhibit prepared by Mrs. Natalie Di· 
Buono of the Pubilc Information Office to explain the significance of the awards. 
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(continued from page 8) 
were Dr. Dwight Allen, Dean of the School of Educa
tion, University of Massachusetts, who spoke on "Edu. 
cation for Human Understanding." Dr. James L. Olive
ro spoke on "Education for Human Development." Dr, 
John D. Stroessinger, Chief, Political Section of the 
United Nations, spoke on "Education for World Peace." 

Present at the International Education Year Awards 
Banquet were the 1968 recipients of the Louis G. Greg
ory Award for Service to Humanity. One was Mr. 
Clark M. Eichelberger, Chairman of the Commission to 
Study the Organization of Peace, who was given the 
award for his long years of distinguished service for the 
advancement of international understanding and coop
eration and the furtherance of human rights. The Xerox 
Corporation of Rochester, New York, received the 
award for its outstanding public service on behalf of 
international understanding and human rights for the 
period 1964-1968. This included its sponsorship of televi
sion series on the United Nations and "Of Black Ameri
ca." 

During 1970, the North American Baba'; Office for 
Human Rights (NABOHR) sponsored several confer
ences and published material in connection with its 
observance of International Education Year. The con
ferences included: 

• National Baha'i Education Conference, Wilmette, 
February 20-22, 1970. 

• Southern Regional Conference on Education "Edu
cation for the New Needs of ManU, Columbia, South 
Carolina, April 11-12, 1970. 

• Western Regional Conference on Education HEdu
cation for Becoming Your True Self", Eugene, Oregon, 
June 6-7, 1970. 

• Central Regional Conference on Education, "Edu
cation for Worldmindedness'\ Omaha, Nebraska, Sep
tember 26-27, 1970. 

• International Education Year Symposium and 
Awards Luncheon, New York, New York, October 17, 
1970. 

The North American BahaJi Office for Human Rights 
is in the process of preparing a report which will be 
issued in book form on the activities of the United 
States Baha'i Community in connection with Interna
tional Education Year. The report will include excerpts 
of talks, recommendations made by various confer
ences, photos, and other material. It is expected that 
this report will be ready after the first of the year. 
Persons who attended the various conferences held 
during education year will receive copies of the report. 
Other copies will be mailed to educators throughout 
the nation. 

The Fall 1970 issue of World Order Magazine is 
devoted and dedicated to International Education Year. 
Copies of the magazine were given to those who at
tended the International Education Year Symposium 
and Awards Luncheon. Also they are being mailed to 
heads of univerSities, departments of education, and 
others involved in education throughout the nation. 

From all indications, the United States Baha'i Com
munity through NABOHR, has had an outstanding 
program on behalf of International Education Year, 
one which wil1 again further the recognition of the 
Faith with the United Nations and UNESCO and with 
educators and others throughout the United States. 

DECE MIER 1970 

How Can , Choose fo Sleep? 
The cover of BAHA'i NEWS this month is a drawing of 

one of the gardens at the House of Worship in Wilmette. 
It was produced originally as a program for the Sunday 
devotions in the House of Worship, but it has a special 
meaning for a number of Baha'is in the Wilmette area. 
Copies of this program were given out at very unique 
firesides held in the garden of the Ma,w.riqu'l-A<;Lhkar. 

Even though the House of Worship and its gardens 
were open until ten every day this summer. great num
bers of people, mainly youth, were visiting too late to 
be admitted. This burdened the hearts of the Baha'is who 
wished to reach these waiting souls, so a special Com
mittee, known as the MTC (Midnight Teaching Com
mittee) was appointed, conSisting of: Elizabeth Rod
riguez, Roberta Harrar. Anthony Lee, and David 
Schlesinger. Every Thursday, Friday. Saturday, and 
Sunday nights from 10 p.m. to 4 or 5 a.m. two gardens 
were opened to seekers. All visitors were met at the 
entrance to the grounds and told that the House of 
Worship and its gardens were closed, but if they wished 
to learn about the Baha'i Faith, a guide would take 
them to one of the back gardens (away from the street 
so as not to disturb the neighbors) where informal dis
cussions-firesides, were held. 

I! they said that they would like to learn about the 
Baha'i Faith they were given a brief, basic introduc
tion. They were told about progreSSive revelation, and 
that BahaJu'llah, the Glory of God, had come. In the 
gardens the firesides lasted from a few minutes- to a few 
hours. 

Though the grass was often wet, the wind sometimes 
cold, and the hour very late, there were always enough 
Baha'is of all ages to talk with the Visitors, and to sit 
on the steps and pray. Sometimes there were over two 
hundred seekers a night. Because of the end result of 
over thirty-five declarations of belief in Baha'u'llah in 
the gardensJ and countless others in the House of Wor
ship, during the day, and at other firesides, all result
ing from the garden firesides, the garden teaching 
project was deemed a great success. Next spring, when 
the earth grows warm, the garden firesides will resume. 
And once more the prayer of Baha'u'llah will fill the 
night: 

How can I choose to sleep~ 0 God, my God, when the 
eyes of them that long fOT Thee aTe wakeful because of 
their separation from Thee; and how can I lie down to 
Test whilst the souls of Thy loveTS aTe SOTe vexed in 
theiT remoteness from Thy pTesence? 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

Argentina - A Week of Teaching Brings Results 

Several friends from other countries including Gerald 
Bagley from Ecuador, Ouida Coley from Paraguay, 
and John Caruana from Bolivia jOined forces with 
seven volunteers in Argentina who arose at the Teach
ing Conference held in Rosario following the La Paz 
Continental Conference. Among the 19cal volunteers in 



" .... MA·. NEWS 

Argentina were a lady of seventy-five and a lad of nine 
who accompanied his mother. The group also included 
Counsellor Hooper Dunbar and one Auxiliary Board 
member. 

Setting out for Chaco Province in the north, the group 
planned to reach several large concentrations of Toba 
Indians, a tribe which had not yet heard the Message. 

The group worked in different teams daily and met 
continually to evaluate responses and methods used. 
There were more than ninety enrollments in Roque 
Saenz Pena on the lirst afternoon and evening. In the 
course of the week SOme twenty new localities were 
opened. the majority through enrollment of people from 
other areas who were present at the focal point. A basis 
has been laid for four additional local spiritual assem
blies. 

A cablegram from the Continental Board of Counsel
lors in South America on September 19 states the results 
of this one week teaching ellort was to double the 
membership of the Argentine community. 

Botswana - First Youth Institute 
Some of the Baha'i youth traveled on foot for long 

distances to attend the lirst National Youth School in 
Botswana. Over thirty youth, adults and teachers. at
tended. Following the classes, the youth visited three 
villages to teach the Faith. Arrangements had previ
ously been made by the National Spiritual Assembly 
and in each of the villages the friends had been invited 
by the Chief who had announced their coming to the 
inhabitants. A speech especially prepared by the Na
tional Assembly was delivered by the youth from the 
school and then there were many questions and pam· 
phlets were distributed. 

Over 300 people were told of the Message of BaM
'u'llah in one morning. At Gabane where there were 140 
people present. the Chief had altered his court proced· 
ings so that the Message could be given. 

Within a ten day period following the school further 
meetings were held in six villages. A total of nine 
villages gathered for mass meetings and a total of 683 
people heard of Baha'u·llah. 

Cablegrams jn late September -announced the joyful 
news of the enrollment of the first Shua Bushwoman 
and of the first of the Kgalagadi people of the desert 
nation of Akin Tswana. Also the Botswana radio broad
cast news of the Baha'i Faith. 

First Dedaration in the Hebrides 
News from the National Spiritual Assembly of the 

British Isles in September tells of the declaration of a 
believer on the Isle of Mull. the first declaration in the 
Hebrides. 

Baha'i Holy Days Noted in Hawaii 
The National Spiritual Assembly of the Hawaiian Is

lands reports that as a result of the work of two 
national committees for several years recognition of 
the Baha'i Holy Days in a school holiday calendar has 
been achieved. The 1970-1971 calendar. when published. 
included all of the Baha'i t:~ly Days. 
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Su.mmer C~nfef'ence 0/ BaM'i pioneers ot Kowe. Aoou. Lome, 
Tow fa. Lallve. Abepe, dnd Agoueve with. pioneer Mr. Jnm 
An.sereeganon of Mauritius and. Mr. Wimton of Togo. 

TEACHING IN TOGO, WEST AFRICA 

MT$, Eulalia Bobo, Amn-ican tnlveling teacher, vidta Bahd.'is 
in Kowe. Ahepe. She ;s shown hen with members of the local 
Spiritu.a.l Assembly in May. 197Q. 

First Believer Enrolls in San Marino 
The National Spiritual Assembly of Italy cabled the 

news of the declaration of the first San Marino believer, 
a youth aged 19. 
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A REPORT ON THE HOUSE OF WORSHIP IN PANAMA 

A recent report from the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of Panama tells of progress in the 
erection of this building and includes the pictures shown 
on this and the opposite page. The report states: 

"Steadily rising into view on a 740 foot elevation, and 
overlooking a rapidly developing urban area on the 
borders of the city of Panama, is a unique, modernistic, 
and outstanding construction which catches the atten
tion and incites the curiosity of all who get a glimpse of 
it from the much traveled highway connecting the cities 
of P anam a and Colon, known as the Transisthmian 
Highway. This most singular building, when completed 
will be the Baha'i House of Worship for all of Latin 
America and will represent another monument of alehl· 
tectural grandeur accentuated by elegant simplicity, 
color harmony. and futuristic emphasis. It may rightly 
be thought of as a gem in the field of engineering, and 
will not only serve to gladden the eye and warm the 
heart, but, most important -of all, in this atmosphere of 
Simple beauty and restful calm, the spirit of man must 
ineVitably be lifted above the earthly and material into 
the very presence of the God of Life and Love, and the 
Creator of aU things; and, yet more, it will be the 
realization of a hopeful dream of a House of Worship 
for all the believers of Latin America. 

"It is with some amount of satisfaction that our 
Baha'i engineer, Paul Thiele, reports that the work is 
progressing rapidly (in spite of unexpected delays and 
heavy rains) and indications are that we will meet -our 
projected completion date of December 1971. So far, 
pouring of concrete for the basic structure up to the 16-
foot level balcony has been completed, as well as six of 
the nine sets of prestressed concrete ribs. Our goal for 
October is the construction of the 78-foot scaffolding of 
angle iron and pipe, in preparation for the installation 
of the dome ribs and the heavy nine pointed star 
which will form part of the ceiling pattern. When com
pleted, the dome will rise to a height of 78 feet from 
the floor of the auditorium. Actually, it will start at the 
ba1cony level with a 118-foot diameter base, curving in~ 
wards to a 14-foot diameter opening into which the sym~ 
bol of the Greatest Name will be placed. 

j·After careful study and much consultation, it is 
anticipated that the Gunite process will be utilized for 
the dome construction. This is a process in which a dry 
concrete mix is sprayed under high pressure, simul
taneously with water, over steel and wire mesh rein
forcement forms. Expert supervision and workmanship 
have been guaranteed for this phase of the work. 

Hit is expected that all concrete work on the basic 
structure will be completed by May, 1971. Interior 
decorating, caretaker's cottage and access road should 
be completed by December, 1971. The interior of this 
magnificent edifice will reflect truly creative artistic 
designs, as will be evidenced in wall slab, interior 
plastering and terrazzo flooring of the a5-foot diameter 
auditorium. 

"Landscaping is under way and over two hundred 
palms, almond, rubber and flowering trees, donated by 
one of the friends, have been planted. There are still 

Children participating in Sundav mOTning prayer JJ'esswn 

hundreds of trees to be planted as time and ground 
clearing permit. 

"With hearts full of joy and gratitude, the 10cal 
friends assemble monthly at the site for prayers and 
brotherly fellowship. People from different parts of the 
world also pay visits to the site. This vast circular 
building with no beginning or end, with its nine point 
star and nine entrances, seems to symbolize infinite 
oneness, absolute tolerance and ready admittance for 
all regardless of color, race, or creed." 



Left to right, above: View of imide taken from bak=an1l; frlends- gather
ing far pravers; right: balcony; below: fonn constructed fOT peTimetll!1'" 
«Ten. at balcony level; star point-taken from balcony; .staT pomt which. 
ho'lU'e stain to balcony. Scaffolding constructed to support ribs fOT 
the dome.; Opposite page; temple photo tdkerr. from parking Zot. 

Il 
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YlaORIES WON IN BRAZIL 
Brazil is on the march! A mid-october report from 

the National Spiritual Assembly states that incomplete 
accounts of the new mass conversion wave show at 
least fifteen hundred new believers in the states of 
Bahia, Paraiba, Perambuco, Alagoas, Ceara. Pisui and 
Para, with no news as yet from the Manaus-Marco 
region in the Amazon valley. 

This is the result of an international effort, sponsored 
by the Continental Board of Counsellors, in consultation 
and cooperation with the National Spiritual Assembly 
01 Brazil, and with the collaboration of a veteran team 
from Colombia: Mr. Habib Rezvani, Auxiliary Board 
member: Mr. Olavo Novaes~ member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Colombia; assisted by Mr. 
Djamshid Ardjomandi, of the Guianas and member of 
the Auxiliary Board, and Mr. Hooman England, plus 
many volunteer workers from the Brazilian Baha'i 
community. 

In a victory conference, sponsored by the Continental 
Board of Counsellors and held in Sao Paulo for the 
Baha'is of southern. Brazil, sixty of the one hundred 
believers present, including grandmothers and smaIl 
children, offered their services for periods from week
ends to a month. and one offered lithe rest of his life" 
for service in this newly opened field. A generous sum 
of money was also offered by those present to help 
carry on the work. 

Baha'i Youth Sponsor Friendship 
Meeting in Southern Brazil 

Acting upon a recommendation of the Spiritual As
sembly of Porto Alegre, Brazil, the local youth group of 
about twelve decided in July to send an invitation to 
several youth centers and schools inviting them to join 
in the organization of a friendship meeting. More than 
twenty boys and girls responded and attended the first 
meeting to discuss plans. The program proposed by the 
Baha'is revolved around the basic principles of: unity, 
removal of prejudice, and spiritual and scientific har
mony. 

Thirty-nine youths caught fire with the spirit of the 
plans and worked for two man ths in prepara tion for the 
meetings, gathering three to four times a week and 
dividing themselves into SOCial, cultural, artistic and 
hospitality committees. 

A three day meeting was held during the long week
end of September 5-7 (Independence Day is on Septem
ber 7) attended by about two hundred youth and well 
publicized in newspapers and on TV. The newly coined 
name ENJUGA (meaning South Brazilian Youth Meet· 
ing) became a well-known and now permanent concept. 
State authorities in education sent representatives to 
the meetings. 

The program offered four conferences led by famous 
experts in: journalism, psychology, literature, and edu
cation. There was opportunity for group discussions 
and social gatherings were held as well as a mu~ical 
evening. 

There were many questions about the Baha'i Faith 

The Mass Conversion Team, left to right: D;amsMd Antjom
andi. Au.rili4Tt/ BooTd member from the Gui4nas: Laza:ro, a: 
Baha'i Indian teacher; Habib Rezvani, Auziliaftl Board mem
ber from Colombia.: Olavo N ovaes, member of Na:tiona:l Spirit
ual Auembly of Colombia; M"Ts. Touba Maani from BT'CuU. 

Some of th.e Indian child"Ten at the Bahd'i .school in La:go. 
Grande, Brazil. 

The Mass ConveT.s:Wn Team togetheT with .rome veteran and 
new Bahd'i.s in Saccdo (Bahia) BTazil. 

and a fireside meeting, attended by about sixty. was 
held at the end of the sessions. 

ENJUGA is now developing into a permanent institu· 
tion, meeting regularly in the Baha'i Center in Porto 
Alegre for the purpose of studying the Baha'i Teach
ings. Similar conferences are p]anned for the future_ 

T 
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E'njuDd, Porto AlegTe, Bmzil. Uppet' portion: the conference table: Left to right: Mr. Sergio Jackymann, ;oumaZist and 
playwright: Prot. Juan Mosquero, psychologist; Prot. NyZm Taetz, TepTesentative of thoe SUzte Secreta'1l of Education: 
Mr. Umberto G, SudbTack. youth.. chairman of En;uga; Mr. Ademir C. Monteiro, secretaTli of Enjuga; Mr. WandeTlei 
Cabistani. ch.airman of State Student Union: Mr Rang1,uld TaetZ'. Baha'i. Lowe..- portion: partiaZ view of the audience. 

Institute Completed in Puebla, Mexico 
The new Institute at San Rafael 

Comac, Puebla, Mexico. Shown in front 
are J enabe Caldwell, his wife and three 
of their childreo7 who 1 ived for almost a 
year in their trailer while working on 
the construction of the Institute and the 
two large dormitories, The property is 
outlined with brick paths in the shape 
of nine pointed stars. The original 
building (which cannot be seen in tbis 
picture) was repaired and renovated to 
serve a s kitchen and dining room. On 
top of the new building is the room used 
as library and study. The national Con· 
vention was held here, with an atten
dance of about eighty. 

The Caldwells lelt shortly before the 
Convention to pioneer in Alaska The 
friends in Mexico are deeply grateful 
for their devotion and hard work in 
supervising the erection of this build
ing. 

15 



Members ot the N4tional Spiritual Assemb1v of the Baha'ir of 
Mexico. Lett to right: Edna Fo,,~ Rafael Quiroz, Lucio Nene., 
Antonio SalaM1', Soledad Bilbatua, Valerie Nichok, Marilvn 
Bienna.n, JOf'ge Coronado, Benjamin H errenL, Thev aTe stand
ing in front oj the new Institute at San Ra.fa,el Comac,. Puebla .. 
Me.ricO. 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY OF MEXICO 

DECEMBER 1978 

At the fi,.st session of the fftst Bahri'i In.rtitute in Son Rafael, 
Mexico. Here wl"'te held classes tOT Baha'i tea.chen to,. seven 
cio."s. 

Summer School Sessions in Teheran 
Seven summer school sessions were held between 

July 3 and August 20, 1970 in Hadiqah, the vast Temple 
Site overlooking the city of Teheran. The total attend
ance was about one thousand believers, each session 
lasting six days. 

The curriculum for aU the seven sessions was iden
tical and consisted of courses in the following subjects: 
Baha'i Laws; Baha'i Administration; History of the 
Faith; History of Principal Religions; Baha'i Life (in
cluding social and moral problems). 

For each session there was, in addition to the instruc-

tors, a staff including deans of men and of women, 
resident physician and nurse, and superintendent for 
the children. Over one hundred instructors attended and 
there were also Hands of the Cause, members of the 
Board of Counsellors, Auxiliary Board members, as 
well as pioneers and others who made important con
tributions, both intellectually and spiritually. 

In addition to these seven sessions there were others 
organized by various groups such as the university 
students, the youth COmmittee, and the National 
Teaching and Pioneering Committee. 
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TEHERAN 

SCANDINAVIAN SUMMER SCHOOL 
Scandinavian Baha'i SUmmeT SCMal in Arhus. Denmnf'k" held J?dy !i to 12. uno' 



The NO'Tth Central States SUmmer School held in. Frontenac, Minnesota Ute last week ot August. 

North Central States Baha'i Summer School 
The Sixth Annual North Central States Baha'i Sum

mer School was held on scenic Lake Pepin at Fronte
nac Methodist Camp, Frontenac. Minnesota during the 
last week of August. The school wrapped in tranquillity 
produced a most conducive atmosphere of study and 
regeneration for the 223 who attended. 

uUniversal Participation", "Shoghi Effendi-Architect 
of the New World Order" and Wellspring of Guidance 
were the courses taught in the adult classes, In an 
effort to implement some of the recommendations of 
the Guardian to the summer schools in God Passes By, 
an experimental class scheduling was put into effect 
whereby the students were divided into three groups 
and each teacher taught his class three times daily. 
The smaller classes made it possible to utilize other 
instructional techniques than lecture. There were also 
evening seminars which concentrated on the "Nine 
Year Plan." A tribute to the success of the curriculum 
was the little discussion groups that sprung up about 
the camp during the recreation period. 

Varied evening programs gave opportunities to share 
personal experiences related to the Faith, see movies 
and ::-1ides. and to be entertained and socialize, 

In the children's classes this year, the emphasis was 
on activity, creativity, and individuaJity. The children 
were plied with more than ample materials and media 
which ranged from ChHdren's Stories from "The Da'Wtl-
breakers" on tapes at listening posts to Mod Podge 
crafts. Enthusiasm about and participation by adults in 
this experimental program was extensive. In addition, 
the Junior Youth enjoyed courses entitled HThe New 
Way." prepared by National Baha'i Schools Committee 
and Wellspring of Guidance taught by some of the 
teachers from the adult curriculum. Evening entertain
ment for the children consisted of films and story
telling. 

A reporter from Red Wing. Minnesota covered the 
school. She was particularly impressed with the chil
dren's classes. Upon leaving the camp she is reported 
to have said, "I spent much more time here than I had 
expected. " 

This was a particularly blessed school in that two 
representatives of the Institution of the Hands of the 
Cause were with us for the entire session, Miss Edna 
True, member of the Continental Board of Counsellors 
and Dr. Peter Khan. Auxiliary Board member. 

At the North Central State.! Summer Schoot, class ted by Board of Counsellors 
member Miss Edna True. Miss True is: shown second tram ri.ght. 

ChildTens' class at North Central Statu 
Summer School 



Northwest Baha'i Summer School 
Beside the shores of beautiful Hood Canal, at the foot 

of hills dotted with stately firs, cedars and ornamental 
trees, the Northwest Baha'i SUmmer School was held 
for the first time at the Christian Conference Grounds 
at Seabeck, Washington, June 27-July 2. The theme 
was: "Spirit of Baha'i Education". The average daily 
attendance was more than one hundred. The physical 
facilities were comfortable, with both rustic and mod· 
ern accommodations and very good food. 

Auxiliary Board member Dr. Peter Khan led a stimu~ 
lating study of "Individual and Family Living" with 
daily classes in three parts: lecture for about thirty 
minutes followed by study and discussion of authorita
tive quotations from Baha!i sources. 

Mrs. Janet Khan led a course from WeHspring of 
Guidance using the same three-part method of presen
tation. 

There was an additional class which covered a differ
ent subject each day, led by dillerent teachers. Dr. Jalil 
Mahmoudi gave inspiring comments on The Hidden 
Words. Other topics were: "A Guide to Persian Pronun
ciation"; "The Significance of Covenant Breakingt!; 
liThe Value of Tests and Difficulties·'; and "The Power 
of Prayer". A taped recording by Hand of the Cause 
William Sears was used for the one on Covenant Break
ing. 

To provide the best program for children the School 
Committee used topics recommended by Baha'i spe-

" 
cia lists in this field and a staff of carefully selected 
teachers planned and taught classes for age groups up 
to twelve years. 

Mr. Kim Kimmerling with Mrs. Claire Newport led a 
youth class using The Seven Valleys in a new approach 
to learning in which the class (ages 13 to 17) turned out 
a complete multi-media production in four days. They 
wrote the script, designed and made costumes and sets, 
created interpretive dances in a presentation to the 
entire school on the last evening. 

There were evening lectures, planned recreation, 
presentations by the children of puppet shows and 
playlets, so that all could have the joy which comes 
when Baha'is work and live together in true Baha'i 
fel1owship. 

The young staff members, camp managers and lead· 
ers were attracted by the spirit and conduct 'Of the 
Baha'js and requested a special meeting in which they 
could learn more about the Faith. As a result several 
attended a number of the functions. 

The closing session was of devotions on the last night 
when the friends gathered in the "Woods Cathedral". a 
natural opening on the forested hillside where eight 
giant fir trees form a huge dome reaching towards the 
center exposing a small patch of sky. The light was 
only from candles. Here with prayers and soft music 
the program was brought to a fitting close and the 
friends dispersed to bring the Message of Baba 'u'llah to 
the world with renewed dedication, 

The Northwest Baha'i Sum me., School, Seabeck, Washington, June 27-July 2. 1970. AuxiliaTY Board mem.beTS MT8. Opal Conner 4na 
DT. Pete., Khan are .seated centeT front, with Mrs. Khan to the Tight. At left of M1'S. Connor are Mr. and M.,s. Fred Laws. Knight.t 
ot Bahd'u'Uah who pioneered i.n Africa. 
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U. S. LOCALITY GOAL ACHIEVED: STATUS REPORTED FOR OTHERS 
The United States goal of 3000 localities where 

Baha'is reside was won in early September when 3,044 
localities were reported to the Universal House of 
Justice· As of November 1, 1970 this number was 
increased to a total of 3,197. 

Progress in the other homefront goals is as follows: 
1. Raise the number of local spiritual assemblies to 

600 
Now: 517 
a. With at least two assemblies in each state. Now 

accomplished in all but one (West Virginia) 
h. With one incorporated local spiritual assembly in 

each state. Now in all but five states 
2. Achieve recognition of Baha'i Holy Days in each 

state 
Now: achieved 

3. Achieve recognition of Baha'i marriage in each 
state 

Now: Now achieved in all but one. 
4. Increase the number of Indian languages into 

which some portion of the Baha'i writings have 
been translated: 

In 1963: forty; Now fifty-eight_ 
S. Increase the minority representation in the Faith, 

particularly among the Negro, Indian. Spanish
speaking. Chinese and Japanese: 

Is being achieved. 
6. Sharply increase the flow of funds to the Interna

tional Fund. 
Is being achieved. 

7. Re-establish the Spiritual Assembly of the Baha';s 
of Key West. 

Now: forty-two believers enrolled in Key West. 
8. Increase the number of local spiritual assemblies 

in Puerto Rico to three. 
Now: two. 

First Spiritual A.ssemb!lI of the Baha'b of Richa:rdson, Texas. 
Left to right, front: Carol Miranda, Dean StTicktand, Jane 
Strickland, Sylvia CoHins, Jackie Oswald, secretary; rear: Bob 
Oswald, treasureT; David Miranda. HaTTJI Craig, v. chairman: 
Jim CoUim. chairman. 

S:pir~tua.~ Assembly of the Baha'is of South. Dade Countll. 
Flonda mcorpoTated July 9, 1970. Left to right, rp.ar: Al Hous
ton, vice chairman; James Henrv; treasurer; Francine Let'1l· 
Ben Levy, chairman; Steve Koehl; front: Hazel Gleason; Kay 
Koehl, assistant secretarll; Lottie SeaTS Houston; Blanche 
Rudnick, secretary. 

The war Id has entered .a new st. of hi-story. 
the age of the maturity of man and the 
beginning of a world civilization. 
The source of ttlis new development was a 
!VIan who was exiled, tortured, banished and 
imprisoned for more than 40 Vean. 
He lived dUfin!l the last century. His name _ 

THE GLORY OF GOD 

Baha'u"ll~tI is the latest in the succession of Divine 
MeSterlgHS sent by God since the be,inning of 
man's existence. He is the Prormsed One 
of aU religions. His coming ushers in the Age of 
Fulfillment mentioned in all the prophecies 
of the past. Bah~·u·lI.ih brings God's ~iln 
for world peace, world justice and world unity. 

FOR INFORMATION: 

Box 2 Wilmette, Illinois 60091 

The above adveTtuement is part of a. new proclamation pro
(1Tam of the NationaJ Teaching Committee and the Public In~ 
formation Committee to proclai.m the name of BaM'u'Udh and 
to te'll of His mission. The ad is to appear in the' DecembeT 
isrue of Ebony Magazine and Baha'i communities act'oss th.e 
United States aTe being asked to use the ad first on Baoo'u'l
ldh's f:ti-rthdall and then periodically during this Baha'i JleaT. 
FuH details on the use Of the ad were sent to aU Baha'i com
munities by th.e National Baha'i Public lnfonnation Ofjice. 
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First Spirit1Uli Assembly of th.e Baha'is of Hastings, New Zea
«r.nd. Lett to right, rear: Albert Da1n3eH, Ken Elsmore, Peter 
Su.schnigg, Joh.n Lester, John Gilfin; front: Kini Suschnigy, 
Bronwyn E!smo7'e. Thurza Ed"e. Valerie Gifftn. 

Presentation to a Mayor in Illinois 

Baha'is of Rock Island, Illinois present The Proclamation 01 
Baha'u'l.l.ah to the Mayor. Left to Tight: Mrs. BarbaTa Gimm, 
Baha'i: MayoT James Haymaker; Mra. Mary Scott. Baha'i; Miss 
Beth Scott, Baha'i youth. 

Memorial to the First American Believer 
The annual Memorial Service in honor of the first 

believer in America, Thornton Chase, was held Sunday, 
October 4 at the gravesite in the Inglewood Park 
Cemetery, Inglewood, California. About two hundred 
Baha'is and their friends attended this beautiful service 
of music, prayers and readings in memory of the 
Baha'i of whom 'Abdu'I·Baha said, ", , , The personage 
will not be forgotten, For the present his worth is not 
known but in the future it will be inestimably dear ... " 

Mter the service the friends gathered for refresh~ 
ments and socializing in the service area acrOSS the 
street in Centinela Park, near the tree that was donated 
to the City of Inglewood in 1966 in memory of Mr. Thor
ton Chase. 

SpiTitual Assemblv 01 BaM'is of Dartmouth~ Nova Scotia, f'e
cently incorporated, Left to right, TeaT: David Dermott; John 
Owens; David Winte-rs, Pat Trainer, Sh:ama Rao TUTmaku.,.; 
front: Barbara Gibbs. Gerald Gibb.". Patsy TrainoT, Muriel 
Mad.eod. 

WILMETTE POLICE STATION 
RECEIVES ROSE GARDEN 

Wilmette Police Chief. Fred Stoecker, receives a rose and the 
sUTrounding rose "arden from Mr. L. Wyatt Cooper, Superin
tendent of Grounds at the Bahci'i House of WOTship. The gat'
den was donated as a gift to the Village of Wi.lmette Irom the 
Bahd'i Community of Wilmette and was planted in front of the 
new police station. It consists of 12 rose bushes 01 severol vari
eties. such as ~Peace", '"McGTady's Yellow", and '~Cha.,.lotte 
ATmstTong", and a surrounding hedge. Chief Stoeker is bring 
given a «Jack Frost" rose by Mr. Cooper. Several yea.,., ago 
anotneT rose gaTden was planted in Iront of a Wilmette Fire 
Station as a gift from the Wilmette Baha'is. 

At the Thorton Chase Memorial, October 4, 1910 

T 



22 

Second Annual 

Yakima Council Fire 

The Yakima Council Fire Grounds 

Nearly 200 Baha';s and friends gathered September 
12 and 13 to celebrate the second Yakima Baha'i 
Council Fire held at White Swan Rodeo Encampment 
Grounds near Toppenish, Washington. The prevailing 
spirit was of joy and love for one's fellow man as all 
participated in the activities which included prayer, 
talks on Indian legends, music and a special dramatic 
presen ta tion. "Children of Light?·. There was a hearty 
venison dinner and, in closing, a traditional dance of 
friendship. 

Among those who led in participation were: Duncan 
Brown, Master of Ceremonies, Aleatha Runnels and 
Emma Olney (dressed in their Yakima costumes); 
Auxiliary Board member Opal Conner, Gary Hillaire of 
the National Teaching Committee, Frank LaQuier, an 
Ojibway from Minnesota as well as members of the 
State Goals Committee and other vjsitors. 

WITH THE AMERICAN BAHA'i YOUTH 

Baha'i information booth in the Student Union of the Universi
ty of Arkansas during registTation in Septemoer. This has led 
to interest in the Faith and has brought inquirers to meetings. 
PictUTed are. [eft to right: sm Melchoir, Pat Martin, Jim Mc
Guire". 

A round dance of friendship at Yakim4 Council Fire 

High. School Youth Club of the Baltd'is of Beecher High. School, 
Mt. Morris and Genessee Townships, Flint, Mich.iga.?l. Th.is h.igh 
school club is the first one in Mich.igan. Left to right: standing: 
Katny Warner, Jeannie McCulley. secretary; Vincent VQ;'fl. 
Roeyen, faculty advisor; Larry VaUey, Harvey McCuHey. Nora 
Jacko; seated: Aaron Odom, chairman; Jim For, treasurer,' Jon 
Fox, Jesse Van Horn. AU youth pictured aTe BaM'u. 

11 
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Institute at Ashland, Oregon 
The Baha'is of Ashland, Oregon held an Institute for 

the Northwestern States, August 27 to 30. It was the first 
of its kind in Oregon and a major undertaking for the 
small community in Southern Oregon. 

The theme of the Institute was: BADASHT and the 
program was designed to awaken the believers to their 
responsibility in building a beautiful new world. 

The speakers and topicS were: Dr. Jalil Mahmoudi 
and his daughter Roda of Salt Lake City, Utah
"Youth and Parents-Where Do they Meet?" Tom and 
Marion West of Sparks, Nevada - "Education"; Ka
vallS Monadjemi of Ashland. Oregon - HBaha'i Heroic 
Attitudes"; Phil and Cynthia Lucas of Bellingham, 
Washington - i'Tests and Difficulties"; Dr. Mahmoudi 
- j'Inspiring Historical Highlights"; Kavous and Mar
cia Monadjemi, Tom and Marion West and Dr. Mah. 
moudi - "Marriage and Morals". 

The moderator was Charles McAl1ister of Santa 
Clara, California who was general leader for the ses· 
sions which were held in and around Lithis Park. The 
event was a succesS with many new Baha'i declara~ 
tions, some new pioneer volunteers and a mOre unified 
feeling among those present, giving all a sample of the 
joy of Haha'j life as it will be in the future" 

Balta"i in flte Hews 
The In/ormer, LaFayette, Indiana, the community's 

Black Community Newspaper, has recently published 
three articles which ten of the Baha'i Faith in detail. 
They were written by Mr. Leslie Hawthorne, at the 
request of the editor, and give a brief history of the 
Faith, telling a bout the life and principles of Baha
'u'llah as wen as the essence of His Teachings. The 
concluding article relates the story of Hand of the 
Cause Louis Gregory and quotes liberally from the 
pamphlet about him by Elsie Austin. 

Workshop in California 
A two day creative workshop to reach Spanish speak.. 

ing people was held recently at Asiloma r Conference 
Grounds, Pacific Grove, California. It was sponsored by 
the State Goals Committee. Culture and specific needs 
of Mexican Americans as well as pioneering and teach. 
ing were the chief topics foe discussion and study" 

An unexpected opportunity to learn as wen as teach 
came from the fact that a Chicano group from Oakland 
was meeting at Asilomar at the same time. Friendships 
between members resulted and Chicanos attended the 
Baha'j gatherings showing interest. Mexican American 
speakers came to the Baha'i workshops presenting 
their needs and Baha'is were invited to attend their 
dance. 
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BAHA'i BOOTHS IN FAIRS 

Baha'i booth at MonToe Count .... (New York) Fair in August. 
Th.is is the first time a Bahc'f ooo£h h& been at this Fair, The 
project involved cooperation Of Bahd"is of Rochester, Monroe 
County and Victor, New York. 

Booth at Spokane, Washington Interstate Fair h.eld fOT nine 
dalls in September. Bahci'is Of several districts cooperated in 
11.c:sf'!mblinQ and mn·n.n.iny thi." exhibit. 
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First Paperbound Edition God P""ses By Available. 
This great history of the first century of the Baha'i 
~spensation, by Shoghi Effendi, can now be purchased 
~n a paperbound edition, which has 448 pages including 
mdex. 

Per copy (Paper) ........................ $1.75 
A new printing of the clothbound edition of God 

~asses B~ has. also been made, necessitating a slight 
mcrease In price. 

Per copy (Cloth) ........................ $3.50 
A New W"md Blowing. (Collection of Baba'i folk

songs.) 
Here is the book of Baha'i songs for informal singing 

which many Baha'is, and especially the youth, have 
desired. It contains a number of the favorite songs from 
the old mimeographed packet, plus many- others, all 
selected by the Baha'i Committee on Music. It has been 
professionally typeset, attractively designed, and made 
available in a convenient size for easy use. Many songs 
are arranged for four parts and guitar chords are 
given. There is a yellow gold cover and drawings are 
by Anna Slevenson. 8'"' x 5,"" 56 pages. 

Per copy .. , ............................... $ .50 
20 copies ...... ' ........................... $8.00 
100 copies ................................ $35.00 

FINLAND 

Baha'i exhibit at the fair in TOTnio, 
North Finlan.d tn July attracted 
m.u.ch attention.. Later it wo.r sent to 
ten dries 10f' from three to five 
days. Public meetings were sched
uled to take place at the lime. 

DECEMIEI 1970 

.Baba'i Wall Calendar, 1971. The new calendar has 
VIews of the Baha'i House of Worship in Wilmette 
Illinois. with interior and exterior detail. The Feast 
Days and Holy Days are depicted in different colors 
and detailed information on special observances is 
contained on the back. 

Overseas orders should be sent as soon as possible. 
All orders within the United States should also be sent 
~n soon to avoid last minute rush mailings. (No stand
mg orders except overseas.) 

Per copy .................................. $ .25 
10 copies .................................. $2.00 
25 copies .................................. $4. 00 

Note: Minimum orders are $5.00. It is very costly to 
process orders for less than this amount, or for a single 
calendar. Community members should combine their 
calendar orders and order only through local librari
ans. Isolated individuals who order the calendar should 
try to make up an order of at least $5.00 of various 
items. This is much appreciated. 
. P.ocket Calendar, 1971. Feast and Holy Days are 
mdicated on this convenient billfold or purse calendar 
with detailed information on special observances on th~ 
back. (No standing orders except overseas.) 

20 copies ................................ , .$1.00 
100 copies ................................ $4.00 

Order from Baha'i Publishing Trust, 415 Linden Ave
nue, Wilmette, illinOis, 60091. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United 
States., as a news organ reporting current activities of the Baba'f world community. 

BAHA.·~ NEWS is edited. by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Miss Charlotte Linfoot, National Spiritual Assembly Rep· 
resentatlve; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee, Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee. 

Material must be re<:eived' by the twenty·fi.tth of the second month preceding date of issue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. Dlinois 60091, U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported direcUy to National BahB.'i Center. 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette. Illinois. U.S.A. 60091. 
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After his triumphant tOUT th-rough the Weste1'n Hemisphere, Hand of the Cause of God Enoch Olinga 
sent the following letter tQ aU the National SpiTitual Assemblies. It is an example of the love and 
understanding of OUT problems, wh.ich characterized his enti,.e uirit. 

National Spjrjtual Assemblies of the Baha'is of 
South America, Central America, North America, 

and the islands of the Caribbean. 

Beloved Baha'i friends, 

Enroute to the Pacific and Asia 
October 28, 1970 

Before leaving the Western Hemisphere, it is my wish to try to express the love and gratitude 
fJowing from my heart to all the believers who have welcomed, assisted and sustained me in 
these travels. For the past six months, in South, Central and North America, and the Antilles, 
rare experiences in the company of the soldiers of the Blessed Perfection have been granted me. 
Indeed, when I recall how the beloved Guardian expressed the hope to me that some day I 
would travel in the Western Hemisphere, to meet the friends and teach His Cause, it is now 
one more sign to me of the kindness of the Loving Creator to His servants that this experi. 
ence should have come my way and these months be spent in a manner so pleasing to my 
souL 

For what can bring more happiness than seeing, from the tip of South America to the far 
reaches of Alaska, the triumphs of self-sacrificing soldiers jn the army of the Blessed Beauty? 
The promises of the Master, 'Abdu'l-Baha, are everywhere evidenced in their fruition, for 
now that the healing Word of God is being carried to the masses, they are entering our be
loved Faith in troops and we are seeing the rapid expansion and simultaneous consolida
tion predicted for these days. 

So many moments of jay and profound gratitude have been experienced during these months. 
It is impossible to cite them all, but to share the sweetness of one of them, I would mention 
the evening spent in Harlem in the company of Mr. John Birks Gillespie and a large group 
of Baha'i friends. All my memories of visiting this beloved friend and brother, dear John 
Birks, are treasured, and it is my feeling and my prayer that with his deep devotion to the 
Cause and his many spiritual qualities, he will be of great service to humanity and hopefully 
to the work of the Faith in Africa. 

And 50 it is with all the soldiers on fire with the love of God in this day. 

With many, in different lands, I shared the healing memory of an evening spent in the 
presence of the beloved Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, when he said to us that Baha'is should 
be very happy, always; that we should never permit anything to disturb the tranquillity of 
our heart, or its peace and happiness, for we are really living in wonderful days. 

IT 
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The beloved Guardian said that Baha'!s should be very happy indeed that they have been en
abled by God himself to recognize the greatness of this day, to accept the universal Manifesta_ 
tion of G:od and to wear His holy name. That is the first condition, the condition of happiness 
and gratItude to our Father that we have been permitted to recognize His Cause in this great 
day. 

And then the beloved Guardian reminded us that the Master taught that although there are 
very few states in the spiritual world, there are many spiritual conditions and degrees of per. 
fection. Therefore, it is not enough to say that we believe in Bahittu'Uah, but we must also 
accept this Supreme Manifestation and attempt to promote His Cause. Baha'is are spiritually 
higher than those who are not believers, for they have fulfilled that requirement made of 
man in the day of the coming of each Messenger of God, to recognize and accept that Mes
senger. He is the Manifestation of Truth~ and the Revealer of the Will of God, of which the 
Lord Jesus Christ spoke when He encouraged us to pray that the Will of God "may be done 
on earth as it is in heaven." 

One evening the beloved Guardian was explaining to us that an African Bahati in a small 
African village who believes that Baha 'u 'nah is the Manifestation of God for this day, that He 
is the return of the spiritual reality of all the Manifestations, the Lord of the Vineyard _ that 
Baha'i, unable to read and write, before God occupies a position higher than the honored 
prelates of Christendom. 

And so the beloved Guardian made clear to us that many people believe the principles and 
find them beautiful, but they remain sympathizers, while a Baha'i is the one .... .who believes in 
the divine unity, and makes no distinction between the prophets of God, centering his energy 
in promoting the Faith of God for this day through the teachings 01 the Ancient Beauty, 
Baha'u·lIah. 

Therefore, dear friends, with this in our hearts, with the assurance of the beloved Guardian 
himself as to our high station, may we not review the Writings and th.::.: messages from the 
Universal House of Justice, to find what our share of heroic action in the army of the Blessed 
Beauty may be in this day? Inspired by the Writings of the Glory of God t Baha'u'Ucih and 
His Holiness the Exalted Bab, encouraged and supported by the example of the blessed Center 
of the Covenant, 'Abdu'l-Baha. and our beloved Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, with the supreme, 
infallible body, the Universal House of Justice to channel our efforts to their fullest advan
tage, may we become soldiers armed with divine instruments. These instruments are love, 
devotion to the Faith, steadfastness, service, and complete attraction to the Abha kingdom. 
Wherever we go with these arms, we will conquer that city and that place. 

D my beloved sisters and brothers, make effort in this manifest Day of God and win the favor, 
grace and pleasure of the Lord. "What result is forthcoming from material rest, tranquillity, 
luxury and attachment to this corporeal world," asked the beloved Master, Hit is evident that 
the man who pursues these things will in the end become afflicted with regret and loss." We 
should close our eyes to these things, and "these thoughts, long for eternal life, the sublimity of 
the world of humanity, the celestial developments, the Holy Spirit, the promotion of the Word 
of God, the guidance 01 the inhabitants ot the globe, the promulgation of universal peaCe and 
the proclamation of the oneness of the world of humanity. 

This is the WORK!" 

The Master used to say that the general does not love most the man in the back of the ranks 
-He loves most the man in the front, leading the way. 

I hope and pray that "with hearts overflowing with the love of God, with tongues commemO
rating the mention of God, with eyes turned to the kingdom of God" you will, all of you, arise 
like never before and diffuse the divine fragrances, assured that "in whatever meeting ye 
enter, in the apex of that meeting the Holy Spirit shall be waving and the heavenly con
firmations of the Blessed Perfection shall eno::ompass" you. 

With deepest loving Baha'i greetings to each and every one of you, and assurance of my 
prayers for your unfailing guidance, protection and confirmation in the Cause of our Beloved, 

-Enoch Olinga, 
Hand of the Cause of God. 
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The Renovated Baha'i Institute: Mauritius - Indian Ocean 

Two of the Nine Year Plan goa1s of Baha'is of the United States were joint goals with the Baha'is of 
the Indian Ocean: establishment of a national I:Ia;:dratu'l-Quds on Reunion Island and a teaching institute 
on the Island of Mauritius. The first of these goals was completed in 1968 with assistance from our 
National Fund. With additional sums contributed from our Fund. in 1970, the Baha'is of the Indian 
Ocean were able to modify and convert a building on the Island of Mauritius, which had been used as 
a temporary Haziratu'l-Quds, into a suitable teaching institute, completing the second goal. The above 
photograph evidences the excellent improvement that has been accomplished in an old building which 
had been in great need of repair. A deteriorated verandah was replaced with a concrete structured 
hall and lnterior modifications were made to consolidate the whole building. As the photograph shows, 
teaching can now be conducted on the Island of Mauritius in a building of which the Baha'is of the 
Indian Ocean, of the United States and of the world may be justly proud. 

YOUTH CONFERENCE INSPIRES MOVIE 
A new proclamation film on the Baha'i Faith entitled 

HIt's Just the Beginning", is now being distributed in 
the United States. 

The film is a 16 mm, color, sound, of 24 minutes 
duration. It was made at the National Baha'i Youth Con
ference in June, 1970. The conference provided a back.
drop for the film. The film stars individual Baha'i youth 
exp1aining the Mission of Baha 'u'Ilah, the teachings 01 
the Baha'i Faith, and what the Faith offers to a 
confused and troubled world. In addition to showing 
Baha'i youth of different races and nationalities, the 
film also presents remarks by Hand of the Cause of God 
Rul)iyyih Khanum and Mr. Glenford E. Mitchell, Secre
tary of the National Spiritual Assembly of the United 
States. 

The film was produced by Kiva Films, Inc. of New 
York City. which has produced films for the television 
series HSesame Street" and a 60 minute documentary 
"Indian Circle'j on the American Indian, which was 

awarded second place at the American Film Festival 
1970. Kiva Films is also producing films for the 1970 
White House Conference on Children. Mark Sadan and 
David Walker, President and Vice President of Kiva 
Films are both Baha'is. Another Vice President, who 
worked on the film. Kirk Smallman, while not a Baha'i, 
is very knowledgeable about the Faith. 

"It's Just the Beginning" will be made available to 
organizations by Modern Talking Pictures Service, Inc. 
This organization has numerous film libraries across 
the United States, Canada, Alaska and Hawaii. The 
company will list the film in catalogues sent to schools, 
churches, clubs, hospitals, libraries, etc. The film is 
available on free loan to these organizations. At pres
ent, Modern Talking Pictures Service is handling the 
distribution of the film "A New Wind" and in four 
months has had almost 1,000 showings of the film. 

''It's Just the Beginning lJ will also be distributed to 
television stations in the United States and is expected 
to reach over 5 miUion viewers in the next year. 

r 
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Reports Highlight United Nations Day Observances 

Members of tne Wheatridge. Colorado Bahd'i Group PTesent 
The Proclamation of Baha'u'l1.ah to Mayor Albert Anderson. 
Thi.s was done in connection with the Group's o!J,seTv«nce of 
United Nations Day Oetobe.,. 27. Doris Bazme u presenting the 
book while ViTJian O1inger observes. 

On October 24, United Nations Day was observed by 
Baha'is allover the cOlUltry; and already more than 
fifty reports have been received by the U.S. Baha'i 
Committee for United Nations. Preliminary estimates 
indicate that mOre than 150,000 people heard and read 
why the Baha'is support the United Nations. 

Two major themes were featured - "Peace, Justice 
and Progress" and "International Education Year"; 
activities ranged from a one-day proclamation at a new 
shopping center in Pennsylvania to a week-long obser
vance in Eugene, Oregon featuring the appointment at 
a Baha'i as UN week chairman by the Mayor of that 
town. 

Words cannot describe the broad range of functions, 
activities, exhibits, shows and demonstrations which 
were designed and developed to mark the day. Literal
ly, thousands of people were brought together under the 
common banner of world unity through the develop
ment of a new global set of values. We have come part 
of the way towards the achievement of world peace 
through the UN since 'Abdul-Bah"'s tablet to the 
Hague. We as Baha'is often hear criticism of the UN; 
here is some food for thought sent by a Baha'i from 
California - 'I ••• , in its twenty-four years of opera· 
tion, UNICEF has assisted more than 950 projects in 135 
countries," In the process of helping 800 million chil
dren in underdeveloped countries, the following are 
among the accomplishments. For example: 

-More than 200 million children have been vaccinat
ed against tuberculosis. 

-More than two million leprosy victims have been 
treated. 

-More than 46 million persons, half of them children, 
have been cured of vaW$. 

The. MUYDT Of Verde, Arizona signs the proclamation f01' 
ob,~eTval1ce ot UN Dall (U' Baha'i! look on. 

-An estimated 24 million victims of trachoma have 
been saved from blindness. 

-Witb UNICEF aid, 135,000 midwives' kits have been 
distributed; 3.3 billion vitamin capsules and 1.5 
billion pounds of dried milk have been shipped." 

When yOu stop to consider that UNICEF is only one of 
the many specialied agencies of the UN systems, all 
working diligently for the betterment of mankind, the 
rea~ns for our strong support of this organization 
become self evident. 

Activities were not limited to Baha'i Centers, Com
munity Centers, Shopping Centers and Auditoriums; 
our young people played major role in making UN day 
a memorable event - e.g. a two week old Baha'i asso
ciation at the University of Missouri, St. Louis, with a 
well planned full day of events attracted forty-five 
guests and fourteen believers through sheer dedication, 
enthusiasm and hard work. 

In summary, with the reports half counted, UN Day 
by any $tandard was a rousing success. 

-U.S. Baha'i Committee for United Nations 

Baha'is in Nicaragua Celebrate United Nations Day 

The first meeting of its kind to be held by the Baha'is 
of Nicaragua took place on United Nations Day in 
Managua. The UNESCO representative spoke about the 
United Nations following which there was a Baha'i talk 
showing the similarity in aims of this world wide 
organization and the Baha'i Faith. Thus in one more 
way the Faith was brought to the attention of the 
public. 
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United Nations Day is Commemorated in Japan 

Mr. Tsunoi before the Kofu. Japan UNESCO Association on 
the occasion of the 25th anni'f..'t?TsUTtI of the founding of the 
United Nations. The chairman of UNESCO meeting is at his 
left. To the far left are Mrs. FozduT and Dr. Suzuki, Secreta.ry 
of the National Spiritual Assembly, who spoke next on the 
program. This meeting was held October 25, 1970. 

United Nations Day Program in Liberia 
The Baha'is of Monrovia t Liberia celebrated the 

twenty-fifth anniversary of the United Nations with a 
meeting of the United States Information Service audi· 
torium on October 25, 1970. 

There was outstanding radio publicity t which was 
productive and helped create an audience for the meet~ 
ing, ha1f of whom were inquirers. Display tables with 
doHs of all nations and Baha'i literature added to the 
effectiveness of the meeting and was well received. 

The Liberia United Nations Association (LUNA) was 
represented at the meeting with a talk by Mrs. Georgia 
Sanchez (American Baha'i pioneer in Liberia) and 
Auxiliary Board member Mr. Shidan Kouchezadeh of 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, was the Baha'i speaker. 

After the meeting the community participated, with 
LUNA, in a pot-luck dinner with international dishes. 

At the United Nations Day meeting in Liberia. 

5 

. B,aha "is of Tokyo participated in two meetings mark. 
mg the twenty~fifth anniversary of the United Nations. 
A Tokyo Baha'i, Mr. Hiroshi Tsunoi, was section chief 
for the UNESCO office in Japan for several years and is 
n~t a government official, but still closely connected 
WIth UNESCO work. He arranged partiCipation on the 
program of the UNESCO Association in Kafu, a town 
near Tokyo. Mr. Tsunoi spoke about UNESCO and the 
Faith to an audience of about thirty-seven. He said he 
;-ua been interested in UN activities since his student 
days and that he believed in the principles put forth by 
the UN but that he found them devoid of the spirit. 
Activities seemed to be only on a local level and he 
couldn't find a true feeling of cooperation on interna
tional levels nor even international thinking. In his 
search for some spiritual values he came upon the 
Baha'i Faith whose aims were the same as these of the 
UN, but infinitely broader, more inclusive and most 
important, with a spiritual basis. ' 

It 50 happened that Mrs. Shirin Fozdar was in Japan, 
representing the Baha'is at the World Congress on 
Religion and Peace. She spoke to the Association mem· 
bel'S, many -of whom were women at this particular 
session, and they listened with great interest as she told 
about some of the principles of the Faith, relating them 
to present conditions in the world. She spoke of the 
teachings on the equality of women and the advance
ment of the status of women since the Teachings of 
Bah:i'u'lhlh had caused T€thirih to throw off her veil. 
Many questions were directed to Mrs. Fozdar, Dr. 
Suzuki, .secretary of the National Spiritual Assembly, 
translatmg for her. 

Three days later there was another UNESCO meeting 
in the town of Numazu. not far from Tokyo. Again Mr. 
Tsunoi spoke on the Faith telling the audience of about 
twenty that the aims and purposes of the United Na
tions could be realized through the Teachings of Bahit
'u'llah. In this meeting also mimeographed sheets and 
pamphlets were passed out and all questions at the end 
of the meeting were about the Faith. 

The Baha'is of Japan have been seeking ways to 
reach various levels of people in that country and it 
was most gratifying to have been able to partiCipate in 
two such meetings where those attending were so 
receptive to the Faith. 
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The Birth of a Local Spiritual Assembly 

The first Local Spiritual Assembly of Klawock, Alas
ka was formed at Rigvan 1970. The Assembly t however t 
did not just appear. but was the result of several years 
of dedication and sacrifice by many believers. 

In response to the call from the Universal House of 
Justice in 1964, which designated Prince of Wales Is-
land, one of Alaska's virgin goals, to be settled during 
the Nine Year Plan, Vern and Evelyn Huffman decided 
to move there. They arrived On September 18, 1965, and 
immediately began meeting and learning about the 
inhabitants of the island. Life on the island is made 
difficult by the almost incessent rain, lack of electricity, 
except from 3:00 pm till midnight each day, poor radio 
reception, and no modern conveniences, fresh fruits. or 
vegetables. 

Even though ill-health forced the Huffman's to leave 
in 1967, there were already two declared believers on 
the island, one a member of the Tlingit tribe of Indians. 

The next year, Ernie and Natalie Baumgartner re
sponded to the need fOr a pioneer on the island, and 
they arrived in September with three small children, a 
small sack of groceries, 200 pounds of luggage, S20.00, 
and faith in Baha'u'llah. 

After securing housing and employment, they sys· 
tematically made friends with all strata of the Klawock 
population. First they got acquainted with the older 
generation, enjoying their stories; then they reached 
the teenagers with their motorcycle; then the young 
adults through joining the baSketball team. 

Eventually, several other pioneer.settler families 
joined them, and this RiQ-van, the virgin goal of the 
Prince of Wales Island has been achieved. 

It is through the love, courage, and sacrifice of these 
people that future generations of people born in that 
locality will be aware of the message of God for this 
day. 

First Alaskan Teacher Training Institute 
Between August 23 and 31 of 1970 the First Alaskan 

Teacher Training Institute was held in Chugiak, Alas
ka. Sponsored by the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha';s of Alaska, and conducted by Auxiliary 
Board member Jenabe Caldwell, it proved to be an 
inspiring spiritual experience for all. 

Working from the premise that the source of spiritual 
strength and the key to unlock resources result from a 
deep understanding of the Word of God, the time was 
largely devoted to serious study of five Baha'i books
Baha'i Prayers, Hidden WOTds, Seven Vaneys~ The 
Advent 0/ Divine Justice, and Tablets 0/ the Divine 
Plan. 

The first day was spent in prayer. which resulted in a 
feeling of group solidarity and a sense of humility in 
the individual. This was felt to be in accordance with 
the teachings concerning the need to eliminate one's 
self from consideration when attempting to carry -out 
one's part in building the New World Order. Only when 
one is cleared of self can the power of God fully guide a 
person's affairs and actions. 

The remainder of the nine day institute was spent in 
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F~T$t. focal Spiritual Assembly of Klawock, A!aska, formed at 
Ri4van 1970. Left to right, '/f'ont: FloTence Howard, Natalie 
Bau.mgartneT, secretary; Joyce Norman, treasureT; Vern. Wake
field; reaT: De-ktTes Wakefie-ld, James Annis-kette Fred Norman 
vice chairmen; ETnie BaumgartneT, cha.irman,' Bm Thiemeyer: 

study of selected Hidden Words, parts of Seven Valleys, 
and the other books mentioned. Significant parts were 
read and the nineteen people attending were enCOur
aged to discuss at length what each person felt it meant; 
thus, all could share the many aspects of a spiritual 
principle, or of a specific instruction. 

The result of this total immersion in the Word of God, 
was that every person who attended was flooded with 
confidence, joy. and an eagerness to spread the fire of 
the Faith across the land. Individual goals were set by 
people, and after the institute many set out to teach the 
Cause throughout Alaska. 

On the last day all the participants were given 
Diplomas. These were completely unexpected and 
deeply touched the students. On the front was The 
Greatest Name, and inside was the Bab's Address to 
The Letters of the Living. 

The feeling of the Alaskan National Spiritual Assem
bly was that the institute was very successful and that 
further ones win have to be held. The continuous 
attendance of a limited number of people was believed 
to be the factor that allowed a building of both knowl
edge and spirit which will assist greatly in the attain. 
ment of Alaska's goal of raising the number of centers 
to 105. 

A Teaching Trip to Samoa 
During the month of September Russ and Gina Gar

cia made an extensive teaching trip to Samoa, visiting 
the Islands of Upollo, Savaii and Tutuila in both the 
Western and American Samoan groups. Highlights of 
their visit were a public "Sing·a·long" held in Apia 
with over 700 people attending, and in Pago Pago with 
300 people attending. Engagements at various schools 
in Upollo including the Teacher's Training College and 
the Pava'ia1i school in Tutuila, with over 500 children 
crowding into One classroom during a heavy tropical 
rainstorm. Russ and Gina visited almost all centers 
where Baha'is reside and had good newspaper and 
radio pUblicity. Many people who had met them on 
previous visits to Samoa came to the meetings whilst 
the youth made up the greater part of the audiences in 
all places. 
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Baha'i Students in Thailand place first in Contest 

The students at the Santitham School, Santitham 
meaning the Religion of Peace, a Bah .. 'I High School of 
250 students where many teachers and students are 
Baha'is, placed first in a forensic debate sponsored by 
the Provincial Office of the Ministry of Education. 
Contestants came from larger, better financed and 
weU-rated schools, and also from the Teacher's College. 

The result of the contest was broadcasted over the 
regional radio affording a statement of the purpose and 
the expectations of the Bah& 'I Faith to be aired to 
many regional listeners. 

Standing among the students is Mr. ChaIad Brema
wongsanonda, headmaster of the school, and also a 
member of the National Spiritual Assembly. 

THE HOLIEST HOUSE OF WORSHIP 
A Progress Report on Maintenance 

Winter weather brought a temporary halt to the 
extended process of cleaning the exterior of the House 
of Worship in Wilmette. As first reported in the October, 
1969 issue of BAHA'i NEWS the work has been done 
substantially by BaM.'! Youth as one of many summer 
projects at the National Baha'! Center. The dome was 
cleaned and sealed and the clerestory was partly 
cleaned in 1969. The work was resumed in 1970 but was 
delayed when a trucking strike slowed the delivery of 
necessary scaffolding and detergent. In all phases of 
the unprecedented and difficult operation, safety con
siderations and careful workmanship have taken pri
ority over speed of completion. 

The area between the two decks, being the largest 
one and forty.ftve feet in height, was cleaned with 
detergent in the summer of 1970. Progress was also 
made in cleaning the pylons and lowest section which is 
the one largest in diameter. After the initial operation 
using a detergent, a very fine sand.blasting removes 
heavy residual carbon encrustations. When both of 
these operations are completed in 1971, the cleaned 
area will be sealed with an acrylic sealer as was done 
for the dome. 

Experience has shown that the areas that have been 
cleaned and sealed can easily be recleaned using high
pressure water alone. To reduce the carbon which 
accounts for the most persistent deposits, the heating 
boilers of the House of Worship were converted late in 
1970 from burning heavy to light oil. Plans are well 
along to convert the heating system to new gas-fired 
boilers early in 1971, and a contract has been signed 
assuring an adequate supply of natural gas in the 
future. The conversion from oil to gas should eliminate 
the carbon deposits which have proved one of the 
principal sources of unsightly discoloration. The eon
version has the added advantage of reducing the cost of 
maintaining the boilers. 

The accompanying pictures clearly show the prog
ress being made but were taken before the work was 
suspended for the winter. 
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BaM'{ Summer Schoot held at AnnecylSevrier August 25-29. 1970. 

French Summer School an Inspiration for Teaching and Study 

A summer school session sponsored by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of France was held 
from August 23 to 29, 1970 in Annecy/Sevrier, It was 
attended by over one hundred Baha'is and friends who 
came from a number of countries besides France 
including: Belgium, Switzerland, Italy. Great Britain, 
Iran, Morocco, Tunisia, Spain and Mali. 

Hand of the Cause of God Dr, Ugo Giachery and Mrs, 
Giachery were present and brought a wonderful spirit 
of warmth and encouragement. Dr. Giachery gave 
several brief and inspiring talks about the beloved 
Guardian which were most welcome. 

Others present included: Continental Counsellor Mr. 
Louis Henuzet. Auxiliary Board members Miss Lu· 
cienne Migette, Mrs. Haeni deBons and Mr. Bijan Ghaz.. 

navi. 
There were four classes covering the following topics: 

"The Spirit of Baha'i Administration" (Mr. Henuzet); 
"God Passes By" (Mr. Daniel Schaubacher") "Teach· 
ing" (Mr. Gilbert Robert); "Prayers" (Mrs. Guillion 
David). The method of presentation used, involving 
questions and discussion, was most effective and well 
received. 

During the session a public meeting for proclamation 
was held in Annecy with good success and many 
inquirers in attendance. The subject of the talk was 
"Baha'i Program for Universal Peace". Three hundred 
posters placed in prominent places as well as 2000 
leaflets distributed added to the effectiveness of this 
proclamation. 

The Birthdav of Bah.i'u'liah is Marked in Vietnam 
On November 11, in Saigon, 
Vietnam the birthday of Baha
'u'llah was marked by a public 
meeting at the Baha'i Center. 
Mr. Le Loc, chairman of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of Vietnam, spoke 
to the civic and religious lead
ers of the Saigon community on 
"An Educational System for 
World Peace". He gave the 
Baha'i teachings on the impor
tance of peace, and stressed that 
the attainment of peace is a nee· 
essary step in the continuOus 
evolution of man. The meeting 
is pictured here. 
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MembeTs of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'ts of 
North East Asia for 1970-1971. Lett to right, seated: Dr. Ikuo 
Mizuno, vice chairman; Hiroshi Yamazaki, chairman; Mrs. 
BaTbara Sims, assistant secretary; Abbas Katirai; standing; 
To.shikazu Taniguchi, MCU4Z0 Odani, AttauHah Moghbel, trea
surer; Naomi Hash-imoto, Dr. Toshio Suzuki, secretary. 

, 

Members of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is oj 
Guatemala elected at Rf(lvan. 1970 at the tenth Convention. of 
Baha'is of that country held in Guatemala City, Guatemala. 
Lef~ to righ;t. front: Thelma Chapman, Marion TyleT, Mary 
Crettz, Louae Caswell; rear: Mario Garcia, Joe ZingaH 
Morris Chapman. Daird Leal, Oscar A. Sierra. ' 

National Spiritual Assemblies of North East Asia; Guatemala 

Teaching Teams in Argentina 

Part of the group which began large scale enrollment in the 
North Chaco region of Argentina in October, 1970. An informal 
planning session at Resistencia Province, the Chaco. Left to 
right: Jerry Bagley, Counsellor Hooper Dunbar, Ramon Le
scano, Ouida Coley, Marilyn Dunbar. 

NEW WORLD WIDE STATISTICS 

The Universal House of Justice has provided up~ 

dated statistics for inclusion in the Baha'i Faith Fact 
Sheet of the United States Public Information Office. 
The number of independent countries opened to the 
Faith is 134, and the number of significant territories 
and islands opened to the Faith is 179, making for a 
total of 313 countries and territories now opened to the 
Faith. 

The number of localities where Baha'i reside as ot 
April 1970, is 42,341. The number of local spiritual 
assemblies world wide as of April 1970, is 10,318. 

The number of languages into which the Baha'i 
literature has been translated and published, is in 
excess of 428. 

Baha'i schools and institutions world wide now num-

The group which initiated large scare enrollment in. the 
southern part of Arl1entina at Gra!. Roca Province of Rio 
Negro. TherE'" were forty declarations in five hours on one day 
in October, 1970. Left to right: Dean Ganges, Aramis Costas, 
Mrs. Costas, Ricardo Costas, Edward Diliberto, Tony Dili
berto. 

ber 112. 
Sites acquired for future Houses of Worship around 

the world amount to 52. 
The number of tribes and minority groups represent~ 

ed in the Faith are in excess of 1,136. 
To complete the corrections in the Baha'i Faith Fact 

Sheet statistics, the following also should be changed: 
The number of National Spiritual Assemblies around 
the world is presently 94. The number of localities where 
Baha'is reside in the United States is growing, and as of 
publication was 3,300. 

The number of local spiritual assemblies in the Unit~ 
cd States is presently 517. 

These changes will be incorporated into the Fact 
Sheet. 
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NEWS FROM THE UNITED STATES 

Key West Won at Last 
The goal of Key West, so dear to the heart of Shoghi 

Effendi, so long awaited by the American Baha '£ Com
munity, so well seeded by the Baha'is pioneering there, 
has finally yielded fruit in the fullness of time. A se1f
appointed task force of Baha'u'llah's Army of Light, 
fourteen strong, condensed their spirits and bodies into 
two Volkswagens and drove over 700 miles from Dillon, 
South Carolina to Key West off the Miami Coast in 
Florida. They were aflame with the Fire of God and 
many made great material sacrifices to be able to go 
on the teaching trip. 

Assisted by prayers, song and sandwiches from other 
Baha'is, the group met with the friends along the way 
for advice, directions, and encouragement. Arrival at 
the Campgrounds was made warm by the believers 
from Key West, and by midnight all Were settled and 
eagerly awaiting the dawn of a new day. 

The next day the group of dedicated teachers decided 
to start in the City Park with morning prayers, how
ever t when they arrived they found a man sitting at one 
of the tables, leaning back on his elbows, looking across 
the water. One member of the group said, "There is a 
waiting soul," and shortly thereafter, upon hearing the 
message of Baha'u'llah, this man became the first 
Black native of the island to embrace the Baha'i Faith. 
He had walked two miles to be in the park, and said 
that he had not been there previously for almost two 
years, nor did he know what led him to go there on that 
particular morning. 

When he took the Baha'is to his home, which was also 
the Martin Luther King, Jr. Center, his wife was told of 
the Baha'i message and she too affirmed her belief in 
Baha'u'llah. She said, that since her husband had 
signed a Baha'i enrollment card that Hhe has signed for 
me tOO, because we are one. H 

After many exciting and interesting experiences in 
the short yet bustling streets of the island, a public 
meeting was held in the City Park, and in the evening, 
the Baha'i Film "And His Name Shall be One," was 
shown after which a young man embraced the Faith. 
This young man who was called Chief El C. Thunder, 
said that he was the last living descendent of the Yucca 
Indians of Mexico and South America. In the film he 
had recognized The Greatest Name as a symbol that 
rus tribe had used. He said that he had been walking a 
few blocks away and was drawn to the park. 

The next morning found El C. Thunder enrolling a 
Spanish woman into the Faith of God, and he spent the 
rest of the day assisting in the mass teaching effort. 
That evening found the tired yet joyous traveling 
teachers the spiritual mothers and fathers (collective~ 

ly) of forty-three baby Baha'is. 
As they left Key West in triumph, they traveled back 

through Florida spreading joy and glad tidings to the 
friends. and leaving the declaration cards with the 
State Goals Committee. 

HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

GREETS MANY VISITORS 

This year the Baha'i House of Worship in Wilmette, 
regarded by Shoghi EffendI as "The most hallowed 
Temple ever to be erected by the followers of Baha. 
'u'llah" had approximately 200,000 visitors, bringing the 
number of people of all faiths Who have come here 
since the opening of the auditorium in June of 1932 to 
approximately 2,500,000, 

Each person who enters "The Dawning Place of the 
Mention of God", receives a brochure which describes 
the edifice itself, and gives a brief yet meaningful outline 
of the basic beliefs of the BahA'i Faith. As each visitor 
enters the Auditorium, he or she is 'greeted with a smile 
and a gentle "welcome". Thus 'the spirit of reverence 
and respect which Baha'js feel toward the building is 
quickly communicated. Inside the diffused light from 
the lacework of the dome that surrounds the Greatest 
Name, impresses all with its beauty. 

As the visitor leaves he is directed toward Foundation 
Hall, beneath the auditorium, where exhibits and slide 
shows are set up to explain the history of the Faith and 
of the House of Worship. If a visitor has any questions 
there are several Baha'i guides who are donating their 
time to teach the Faith in the House of Worship. 

In the three summer months this year there were 
94,000 visitors - more than 1000 each day, and each one 
was exposed to the name of Baha 'u'llah and to the 
basic principles of the Baha'i Faith. 

Even with the beautiful exhibits and audio--visual 
media the real teaching is done by the personal contact 
that people have with Baha'is who are guiding at the 
House of Worship. They answer particular questions, 
and exude the spirit of love and joy which attracts 
people to the Faith of Baha'u'llah, Next summer there 
will be even more people who will visit the House of 
Worship, and even more guides will be there to teach 
them. Vacationing Baha'is can have the bounty of 
serving and teaching at the Temple by scheduling part 
of their time to be in Wilmette. 

This winter the Temple will be open from 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p. m, while next summer the hours will again be 
increased because of the many visitors, from 1():OO a.m. 
until 10:00 p,m, 

All who work in and around the Ma,!!!riqu'l-Ad!!kar 
are kept aware of the words of Shag hi Effendi upon the 
completion of the Temple. "Now that the Temple is 
completed it will be Hlled to the full with pure, seeking 
souls. It should be different from other Houses of 
Worship, where, even if they are filled, their source of 
attraction is the music heard. Here the spirit should be 
50 powerful as to awaken the heartf' of everyone that 
enters to the Glory of Baha 'u'llah." 



Spi,.Uual Assembly of the Bahd'is of Newhan Judicial District, 
California. incorporated September 23. 1970. Left to right. 
front: David Ross. Geratd Healy, treasurer; ReaT: Don 
Swihart, vice chairman; Linda Swihart, recording secretary; 
Linda Dye, chairman; Sharon Holland, Virginia Hea[y, corre~ 
.~ponding .'3ecretury; Susan Ross, Glady.'3 Fitzgerald. 

Newly Incorporated Assembly 

Teaching By Exhibit 
During October 1970, the United States PubHc Infor· 

mation Office was responsible for exhibits on the Baha'i 
Faith at three national meetings, thereby exposing 
more than 5,000 leaders from throughout the country to 
the universal principles of Baha'u'llah. 

The first one, on October 17, was for the Baha'j 
United Nations Committee·NABOHR sponsored U.N. 
International Education Year Symposium and Awards 
luncheon in New York City at the Statler Hilton Hotel. 
The exhibit was seen by nat only the nearly 500 persons 
attending the symposium and luncheon, but also by 
many other visitors at the hotel who seemed irresistibly 
drawn to the Garden Terrace where the exhibit stood in 
the foyer and where the Baha'is were happily greeting 
each other. 

From New York the exhibit was taken to Philadel· 
phia, Pennsylvania, for the 55th Annual Meeting of the 
Association for the Study of Negro Life and History, 
October 22-25. Members of this organization are educa
tors, school principals, students, attorneys, book pub
lishers, historians, and artists, most holding positions of 
leadership throughout the country. In addition to being 
open to the convention attendees, the exhibits were 
available to the public and the response was favorable 
and enthusiastic. 

The next stop was Tulsa, Oklahoma for the annual 
convention of the National Association of Intergroup 
Relations Officials (now National Association of Human 
Rights Workers) October 26 through 30. Many of the 200 
members who attended are state and federal officials of 
Human Relations Commissions and related agencies 
and are in a position to influence public opinion. At this 
conference there were also representatives of the 
American Indians and Spanish Americans, and some 
valuable friendships were made with these people. 

It was very interesting to note the response to the 
Baha'i exhibit at this event. At first it was slow, but as 
the meeting progressed interest in the exhibit grew. By 
the end of the week almost everyone was very friendly 
and receptive and they were taking another look at the 
Faith which is bringing such diverse peoples together 
in unity. One woman who was sitting at the registration 

Mayor William S. Hart of East Orange, New Jer$ey accepts 
The Proclamation of Baha'u'lbih from John Babuska chair_ 
man of t~e Spi~itual Assembly of the Baha~f$ of East Ora.nge. 
Mrs. Arn!e Wnght, .'3eCTetaTlI ane! Mn. Phyllis Tonkonogy, 
treasurer. are shown at left and Tight re.'3pectivel'll. The 
presentatIOn was made on November 3, 1970 at which time the 
Mayor, who had previously affixed his $ea! to the World Peace 
Da,! proc[amation, .rec~ved the Baha'is warmly. accepting 
thetr offer to help h~m In any way they coutd toward improv. 
ing the quality of Ufe in East Orange. 

Presentation to a Mayor 

table across from the exhibit kept looking at it all week. 
She picked up a few items and read them and then the 
day before the conference was to end, she carne ov~r to 
talk. "Do you mean to say you real1y believe everyone 
will eventually be a Baha'i~" she asked. "Yes," was the 
reply, "we do. It may take some time, but eventually it 
will happen." "Oh, I could never believe that t" she 
saidJ as she walked away. The next day, as the exhibit 
was being packed, she came over again, this time 
looking positively radiant. "Do you know," she said, "I 
think I'm going to become a member of the Bah.a'i 
Faith t" 

The same exhibit was used at all three events with 
modifications to make it appropriate for each group. 
One panel, featuring the Louis G. Gregory Award for 
Service to Humanity, and another panel, featuring an 
enlargement of the new proclamation advertisement, 
were used at all three places. Colored pictures, quota
tions on "the most challenging issue," education and 
human rights were used in various ways. Continuous 
slides and music were used at both the ASNLH and 
NAIRO Conferences. 

Among the items given out were the Education Year 
issue of WORLD ORDER Magazine, "Human Rights" 
bumper stickers, the Human Rights Statement, Ebony 
reprints, On Becoming Your True Se~f, One God~ One 
Mankind~ One Religion, mini-cards, Baha'i House of 
Worship folders, Baha'i UN Statement of Human 
Rights and Obligations, Above AU BaTTiers~ Man One 
Family, and two especial1y prepared items: a little 
booklet Why Baha'i giving an analogy of the necessity 
of the physical sun for physical life, the necessity of the 
spiritual sun for spiritual life, and proclaiming Baha
'u'Jlah as the Spiritual Sun for our time; and a phono~ 
graph record, "Baha'i Faith -Alternative to Chaos." 

Response so far indicates that Baha'i exhibits at 
national meetings on a continuing basis are some of the 
most important and fruitful efforts to reach leaders and 
prominent people of all races. The main reason for this 
is that the Baha'is meet them on their own ground, so 
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Baha" Exhibit at National Association of Human Rig/lts WorKers, Tuoo, O'dl1homa, October 26-30. 1970. 

to speak. These leaders appreciate the readiness of the 
Baha'is to take the time and trouble to go to their 
meetings and to present material which is of interest to 
members of these groups. Also, those who have known 
of the Faith before, but on a limited, local basis, gain 
an understanding of the world-wide aspects of the Faith 
that they did not grasp previously. Seeing an exhibit 
from the National Baha'i Center reinforces tremen
dously their already favorable, but somewhat limited 
concept of the Faith. Approximately 5,000 pieces of 
literature were given out and nearly 300 people request~ 
ed to be put on the mailing list. A followup has been 
sent from the Public Information Office and those who 
request it will be referred to local Baha'is for further 
contact. 

It is hoped to expand exhibit activities to include a 
wide variety of national conferences in the near future. 
This activity is certain to result in many new and in
fluential friends for the Faith, and, who knows how 
many of these may be added to the ranks of the ever
advancing army of Baha'u'llah! Teaching by exhibit 
provides a ready made audience for the Message of 
Baha'u'llah. 
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" BAHA" NEWS 

News of the third visit within seven months of a Hand 
of the Cause to the Fiji Islands since its first election 
during RiQ.van 1970, was shared with all the believers in 
the area. 

The new National Assembly had been laWlched in the 
pl'esence of Hand of the Cause, Dr. R. Muhajir, who 
with Board of Counsellors member, Suhayal Ala'i, gave 
loving advice, inspiration and vision to the Institution 
and to the believers. A few weeks later Hand of the 
Cause Mr. H. Collis Featherstone spent a few days in 
Fiji after representing The Universal House of Justice 
at the formation of our sister National Assemblies in 
the South Pacific Ocean, of the Sarno as, and of Tonga 
and the Cook Islands. He visited the friends in the 
nearby village areas - down the Rewa River to 
Lamanikoro, across the river to Navuso and up the river 
valley to Naluwai village. 

And now a few months later our area was to be 
blessed with the visit of OUr dearly loved Hand of the 
Cause Mr. Enoch Olinga who had written that he 
hoped a program could be arranged enabling him to 
meet with the masses of the land. Recalling his visit 
twelve years ago when the people were greatly at
tracted to him, the National Assembly took the bold 
step of planning for nine public meetings throughout 
Fiji and also planning for a Teaching Conference for 
the believers. This plan called for the cooperation of 
all the assemblies, groups and even the isolated be
lievers, as this was the first time in the history of the 
Faith in Fiji that such an extensive plan had been 
tackled and public meetings arranged over so wide an 
area - in some cases where there were no resident 
believers. Attractive posters were printed, and leaflets 
by the thousands were handed out to the people in city, 
town, suburb and village areas, and radio and press 
publicity was arranged.. In the village areas, buses with 
banners attached and outboard motor boats were hired 
to visit the out-of-the-way villagers and invite them to 
attend. It seemed that all the Baha'is were busy. 

At the Teaching Conference over forty believers 
gathered, including some from the distant islands of 
Lakeba and Rabe, and Mr. Olinga spoke of the Nation
al and International Institutions of the Faith, and he 

Friends gathered at a Teaching Conjerence in SUL'a. Russ and 
Gina GaTcia at back left and in center. 
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At the Teaching Conference . .. MTS. Garda leading singing in 
honoT of Mr. OHnga. 

elaborated on the spiritual aspect of the laws of the 
Faith; of our attitude of humbleness and obedience to 
God; and the importance of the Baha'is being baptized 
with the water of knowledge, the fire of love and the 
gift of Faith. If we are to progress spiritually we 
will not succeed unless after recognizing the Manifesta
tions, we love God and our fellowmen, we obey His 
laws, and we teach the Message to others. Mr. Olinga 
also spoke both to the National Spiritual Assembly and 
to the believers of teaching the masses and attracting 
them to the Faith. 

MT. OUnga honored by age-ol.d Fijian custom 01 presentation. 
oJ tabua (whale's tooth). Photo shows Mr. Sekove Tasoqosoqo. 
a membeT of the National Spiritual Assembly, making the 
presentation. 

At Lomanikoro in the river delta area, a formal 
presentation of a whale's tooth was made to the Chair
man of the Provincial Council on behalf of the Baha'i 
Faith and Mr. Olinga, and in this way, ensured an 
opening for future teachers to visit the villages in the 
area, as the presentation was received on behalf of the 
whole area. A beautiful spirit prevailed at this meeting 
as there is no doubt of the great love of the Fijian 
people for Mr. Olinga, and more especially so since the 
indigenous Fijians believe that their ancestors have 
come from Tanganyika in Africa. Their hearts melted 
and tears filled eyes as Mr. Olinga assured them that in 
Africa the people knew this also, and he had come to 
convey their love and greetings and hoped that they 
would one day return to visit their homelands. In reply 
their leaders assured the Baha'is that future teachers 
and visitors would be welcomed to their villages. A de
licious meal of island food was eaten in the home of one 
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After the presentation Mr. OIingoa addressed the gathering . 

of the believers. and guitars were brought out and songs 
sung while waiting for the people to gather in the 
evening, Mr. Olinga addressed them in simple terms 
and answered their questions, and attracted their hearts 
to the Faith. The Baha'i ladies in this area performed 
their traditional mekes (dances) seated on the floor (the 
movements being made with their arms). They told, in 
song and dance, of the story of the crane looking for 
prawns and being frustrated by the movements of the 
tides and the day and night seasons. It was a relaxing 
evening and everybody was happy. Mr. Olinga spent the 
night in the village and returned by boat early next 
morning. 

At Nulawai Village the next day, he spoke on the 
same theme and once again won the hearts of all 
present. The Baha'is feel assured that Mr. Olinga's visit 
to the village areas will long be a topic of conversation 
in the homes of the people, and at the various gather. 
ings and they will discuss what they heard from him. In 
this way the love and knowledge of Baha'u'llah will 
eventually attract them. 

The children gathered around Mr. Olinga in the town 
areas, and even in the shops and in the streets, people 
could not resist speaking to him - they had seen his 
picture in the paper and heard the radio announce
ments - this distinguished, loving, friendly man from 
Africa, a member of the Baha'i Faith. What a change 
from other distinguished visitors in other 'walks of life! 

Reports of this visit would not be complete without 
mention of talented international travelling teachers 
Russ and Gina Garcia. The children especially who 
flocked to hear Mr. Olinga were so happy to sing along 
with Russ and Gina at many of the public meetings. 
Singing and dancing play an important part in the life 
of the Fijian people and the coming of Russ and Gina to 
Fiji has enabled the Baha'is to learn simple melodies to 
express the Baha'i teachings to their natural medium. 
This is a great attraction and acts like a magnet to 
gather the people together, and give expression to their 
natural happy feelings. 

Russ and Gina also sailed their trimaran "Dawn
breaker" around the islands taking with them several 
young Fijian believers with the purpose of assisting 
with the public meetings arranged in areas where there 
were no resident Baha'is. They later visited other 
islands on teaching trips. This has a double purpose as 
it not only is a teaching trip, but it is also a means of 
deepening the young men who accompany them. 

We will all long remember the happy times with 
and during this visit of Hand of the Cause Mr. Enoch 
Olinga, and feel sure that the "glad tidings H have in
deed been diffused and a harvest will soon be gathered. 

FEBRUARY 1971 

To meet the masses of the people Mr. Oli-nga tTaveU,ed .•• 
down the river by punt 

inro the mountains by bUS' 

along the coast 'in trimaran "Daumbreaker" belongi.ng to the 
GaTcias, and 

across the seas to distant islands by plane 
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Mr. Olinga meets with. Mr. Hugh Chance, member oj The Uni· 
versal House of JUstic€. In this picture is Australian pioneer 
youth Mr. Gary Grainger with Mr. Rus~ Garcia and Fijian 
believeTs. 

Nine public meetings weTe arranged tOT Mr. Olinga. Mr. and 
Mrs. Russ Garcia leading singing at meeting at Raiwaqa 
wherE' many children had gathered to meet Mr. OHnga. 
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The Eagle River, Alaska, Local Spiritual Assembly announces 
its incorporation as of September 8, 1970. 

Front row: HeTb Johnson, Treasurer; Me~ Main; George 
DeLoach, Vice·Chairman; Eugene Van Zant4:m. Back TOW: 
Shirley Munro; Marian Johnson, Chairman; Lee DeLoach, 
Secretary; Ethel Van Zanten; Katy Main. 

National Spiritual Assemblv of the Fiji Islands 
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VENEZUELA. November 1970 
Baha'b at an Institute in the Guajira in Venezu.ela. Mr. D. 
Witzel, a member of the Continental BoaTd of Counsellors (in 
the rear at the far right); Carol Berglund seated in front; 
Lauretta Haynes is third from Tight. 

Carol Berglund and Lauretta Haynes traveled 
throughout Latin America from May through Novem
ber of this past year on a trip initiated by the Audio
Visual Department of The Universal House of Justice 
from their Center in the state of New York. 

One of the projects in which the Center has been 
involved is the development of picture-lessons - a 
series of pictures which portray to indigenous people of 
various cultures the principles of the Baha'i Faith. 
SJides, tapes, and photographs have been developed for 
use on several subjects and have been widely distrib· 
uted. 

The objectives of their trip were: 
1. to demonstrate the use of audio-visual materials in 
many parts of Latin America, particularly in the for
ward teaching areas. 
2. to bring back to the Center as much information as 
possible as to the needs of these areas, together with 
suggestions concerning new methods and materials to 
be developed and produced. 

ECUADOR. October 197{) 
A dear Baha'i famity in Esperanza de San Rogue, Ecuador 
wllose home provided a beautifu~ meeting place JOT people to 
learn about Ba/1.a'u'llah and His wondTous teachings for aU 
mankind. 
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3. to shoot a new series of slides and photographs about 
Baha'is and Baha'i Institutions in all areas, as well as 
to make tape recordings of native music, and of people 
speaking in different languages. 
4. to teach and deepen the friends wherevel' they went, 
using audio-visual materials. 

"The movement itself from place to place, when 
undertaken JOT the sake Of God, hath afways exerted, 
and ('an now exert, its influence in the world."1 

PARAGUAY. July 1970 
Set:eral of the indigenous Baha'i women and children whoa 
came to rhe Teaching Institute in the Chaco in Paraguay. 
Victoria, a dedicated traveling teacher from Asuncion i3 
standing in the center and to the far right aTe Bradley and Jan 
A1exander. The Alexanders are a ptoneeT' family from th.e 
United States whQ Hve at the Baha'i Institute. 

From Recife, ~1acei6, Bahia, Sao Paulo. Rio de 
Janeiro, Curitiba, and Porto Alegre in Brazil; to the 
Chaco, Embarcacion and Cordoba in Argentina; to the 
areas of Asuncion in Paraguay: to Cochabamba, Santa 
Cruz, Sucre, Potosi Tarija, Oruro, and La Paz in 
Bolivia where they attended the Continental Confer· 
ence; to Lima, Huancayo, Celendin, Cuzco, Puno, Are· 
guipa. and Rakkchi in Peru: to Quito, Esmeraldas, 
Otavalo, and Cuenca in Ecuador; to Bogota, Barran~ 
quilla. Riohacha, Medellin, Quibdo in Colombia; to 
Caracas, Puerto Ordaz, Ciudad Bolivar, Maracaibo, 
and Los Mochos in Venezuela: to Georgetown and the 
Amerindians in Guyana; to Paramaribo, Surinam -
by plane, train, and more often by truck and on foot 
- the movement of these two friends brought such 
confirmations. The voices of children were heard thank· 
ing them for coming to their homes - for the poverty is 
so great and the effort is not often made in an area 
which has very little materially and nothing spiritually. 
But the Baha'is are so full of light, of joy, and their 
faces shine as the gems on the diadem of the crown of 
Baha'u'ILih - how much we have to learn from these 
dear brothers and sisters! 

Although Carol and Lauretta spent some time in the 
cities, their main concern \'las \· ... ith the people of the 
Campo (country). The delight of this continent is the 
diversity of the people - yet the courtesy, the music 
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and the cooperation of the people in the rural areas is 
pure and spontaneous. \Vherever possible the two 
separated in order to share with more of the friends the 
materia Is that had brought them to their communities. 
In each place the picture-lessons were demonstrated, 
then each of the believers \,"'as given the opportunity to 
give his understanding of how they are used (this is 
important. for though the teachings are undel"stood
very often the friends need encouragement and prac
tice to talk about them), and then the believers go out 
in teams to teach their own peoples. How wonderfu1 to 
watch these dear souls teaching one another as they 
learned~ 

Wherever they went they encouraged the mothers to 
learn the spiritual teachings of Baha'u'IHlh, for mothers 
are the first educators of the children. The curiosity 
of children is wonderful- their faces are so beauti
ful and they alert the people that the Baha'is have 
come. It is a good to travel with a local Baha'i. 
particulady a youth or child, for this creates a trust. 
There is a power in these words! "Bahil·u'llah. 
Bahil'u'llah, Baha'i. Come, There is something impor~ 
tant you must learn," And so the word travels that the 
Promised One has come and the Baha'is have brought 
His Word! Such is the spirit of mass teaching, 

PERU. September 1970 
In Racchi. Peru, an Indian Vitlage, a Baha'i teacher explains 
the meaning of a pictUTe.~esson. 

ECUADOR, October 1970 
Lauretta Haynes discus!;ing proclamation p[ans with two 
dedicated Baha'i teachers in Esperanza de San Rogue, 
Ecuador. These teachers had been out aH morning and 
afternoon on foot announcing a public meeting fOT the late 
afternoon. 
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PERU. September 1970 
Lauretta Haynes with a Baha'i teacher and his wife in the 
dl1age of Sique CabaHoni, Peru. 

ECUADOR. October 1970 
Baha'is gathering in Quito fTom many paTts of Ecuador for (J 

weekend deepening institute, In front is RUfino Gualavisi, (I. 

det.'oted Baha'i teache1' and Auxiliary BoaTd member, The 
young man with the guitar is a newly decla1'ed Bahd'i who had 
been traveling throughout South America. 

Carol and Lauretta wrote: BWe traveled in areas 
where no outsider had ever been - by foot - and the 
people are so beautiful! Our most memorable visits 
were with the Indian peoples - we left feeling that we 
were the students and they the teachers. 

OWe know that there were fifteen villages in the Chaco 
\' ... aiting to hear of the Faith, but there was no time to 
go. The Conference in Boliv.ia was wonderful, for the 
spirit generated is still prevalent, After the Conference, 
traveling teachers went forth to those communities and 
are teaching and there is mass acceptance of the 
Faith. 

"In Los Mochas we found an all· Indian local Spirit
ual Assembly, and t.his community is wonderful, for 
they have initiated their own teaching efforts, their own 
institute, cemetery, etc. And in Ecuador there is a 
pioneer family, Their daughter spent three weeks in the 
Guajira with the Indian women, When they returned to 
the capital, she was invited to stay in comfortable 
quarters, but thanking them said that she wished to 
stay with her Guajira sisters. She is nine years old! The 
people are constantly working - the women spinning 
as they walk and we were made more aware of how 
wo~ .. .:..>rful that Bahil'u'llah has exalted work done in 
the spirit of service to the station of worship. In Bahia 
'he people were so happy to hear that 'Abdu'l·Bahil had 
foretold a great spiritual destir'T for their city. Every. 
where we prayed, we sang, we L:lughed. 

r 
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"What did we find in South America? Abject poverty, 

orphans and beggers, superstition that can only be 
obliterated by the truth of Baha'u'llah. But especially 
we found such beautiful souls, and the faces of the 
Baha'is are radiant. Traveling teachers are needed in 
this continent.. but should you go, you will be the 
student. " 

i'"The time has come when we must part, but the 
.separation is only oj our bodies, in spirit we are united 
forever." 2 

The International Baha'i Audio-Visual Center, lo
cated in Victor, New York, was established in 1966 by 
The Universal House of Justice. Its purpose is to develop 
and make available audio·visual materials for use in 
teaching the Faith, and its services are available to the 
Baha'i world through the National Spiritual Assem
hlies. 

LA PAZ, BOLIVIA. August 1970 
Hand Of the CaUSE! of God Aml'ltu'l-Bahri Ru~iyyih lQ1a.num 
with Miguel Diez, ChaiTman of the Nationa~ Spiritu.aJ As
sembly of the Baha'is of Bolivia on her leit and Mas'ud .fQtamsi, 
a member of the Continental Board of Counsellors fOT South 
America, at one of the night meetings at the Continenta~ Con
feTfmCe in La Paz. Bolivia. 

LA PAZ, BOLlVIA. August 1970 
Hand Of the Cause' of God Amatu'l-Bahd Ru~iyyih IQuinum 
(tront) at airport in La Paz, Bolivia with jTiends. From left to 
right is Dr. E, Ouladi, Vice-Chairman oj the National Spiritual 
Assembly oj the Baha'is oj Bolivia; E. Rezvani, Treasurer of 
the Nationa~ Spiritual Assembly oj the Bahd'is of Bolivia; A 
Cannon, pioneer from the United States to BoHvia; R. Ba.'lkin, 
Secretary of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Bolivia; Caml Berglund of the International Baha'i Audio
Visual Center; and J. Caruana, a pioneer from the United 
States to Bolivia. 

FEBRUARY 1t71 

FOOTNOTES 

1 THE ADVENT OF DIVINE JUSTICE, Shoghi Effendi Baha.'{ 
Publishing Trust, Wilmette, Hlinois 1939, page 70 J 

2' AN EARLY PILGRIMAGE, May MaxweU, George Ronald, 
Wheatley. Oxford 1917-this edition 1953. page 43. 

ECUADOR. October 1970 
Senor Espana, a Baha'i teacher, reads white waiting for a 
meeting to begin in the Baha'i Center in Quininde, EcuadOT. 

I mportant Taiwan Goa I Achieved 
The incorporation of the National Spiritual Assembly 

of the Baha'is of Taiwan, the main goal of The Uni
versal House of Justice's Nine Year PJan for this Island 
was achieved with rejOicing on November 30. 1970 -127 
Baha'i Era. 

Members of the Nati(lnal Spiritual AS8embly aTe from lett 
10 right as fo[rows: Yu Su-Ho. Tsao Kai-ll.:1ing. Mrs. Rezvanieh 
Suleimani, Mrs. Mehri Molin, Suteiman A. Suleimani, Mr8. 
A'~mabel WhitHer, Mrs. Elizabeth Yen. Lin Yi-Mou, Kit Yin
K1I'lng. 

If 



BA.H ... ·j NEWS , 
Teaching in the Cameroon Republic 

First Pioneers from Cameroon sent to Foreign Posts and one 
Homefront pioneer with the Secretary of the National Spiritual 
Assembly. 

Lett to Right: Standing, Mbeng Jacob, pioneer JOT Abong 
Mbang. Sitting: Moses Eyong Tarnai for Coris-co Istand, 
Benard Nkwa fOT Rio Muni, Martin Tarh AshunyaT for Santa 
Isabel, Mr. Joseph AshuTock Guru t01 Sao Tome, Standing: 
PTince AlIuk-Ajue, Secretary of the National Spiritual As
.sembl1l of the Bahd'is of Cameroon RepubHc. 

Extension course held at Fontem, Bangwa, Camerorm Repub
lic. Sitting in native dress is His Highnes,s, the Fon of Fontem 
who ottended the course held in his palace. Teachers were: 
Mr. Simeon Areneke and Mr. Samson FOTchaTk, with the 
Hrnnefront PioneeT Martin TilTh AshU1Iyar, 

Picture taken on teaching trip to Yaounde. 

Lejt to Right: Mrs. Eulalia Bobo, Miss Lou.ise Stewart, Miss 
Shehin Pezeshkzad, Mrs, SaTah WilHams and Mrs. Zora 
Banks. 
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Teaching in Arlington, Texas 

The Friends in Arlington presented The Proclamation 
of Bahri.'u'lltih to Mayor Tom Vandergriff of Arlington 
on the anniversary of the Birthday of Baha'u'llah. An 
article on the presentation and the Faith appeared in 
the local newspaper r along with the enclosed photo
graph. 

Left to right are: Saadat OstovaT~ Dinah Norton, Ghodsi 
OstovaT, Mayor Tom Vandergriff, Eugene Darn-brook, 
Jennette Hedayati, Vahid Hedayati. 

FEIRUARY 1971 

The proc1amation of World Peace Day in Arlington, 
Texas began on September 15 with a ten-day display in 
the main Hoor of the library at the University of Texas 
at Arlington. Using large architectural panels the 
Baha'is' of Arlington constructed a nine·sided structure 
with a triangular walk·in entrance. 

The theme of the display was OMan's Quest for 
Peace." jAbdu'I-Baha's Tablet to the Hague provided 
the inspiration and captions for a series of posters 
contrasting war and peace. ". -" . war is darkness upon 
darkness, while peace is heavenly light; war is like a 
devouring wolf whUe peace is hke the angels of heav
en . .. " Graphic visual materials taken from the photo
graphic essay The Family of Man and other magazines 
gave dramatic impact to the words of the Master. The 
pamphlet Towards a Universat and Lasting Peace was 
available at the display. 

The film A New Wind attracted audiences for a 
discussion of world peace on two consecutive evenings. 
Sunday, September 20 and Monday, September 21. Mrs. 
Louise Matthias and Suellen Dornbrook presented talks 
relating the film to the Baha'i way to peace through a 
new world order. 

Baha'is at the University of Texas at Arlington re
joiced at the approval of the Baha'i club on campus 
with a week long proclamation, from November 30 
through December 4. Excited Baha'is set up a beautiful 
booth in the student center using photographs and 
clippings from Bah,Pi News, The American Baha'i and 
materials from the Audio-Visual department of the 
Publishing Trust, including the new posters entitled 
Baha'u'!l<ih - the G!ory Of God. 

The display table was covered with a beautiful Per· 
sian blanket which attracted many of the students, 
faculty and visitors. 

In connection with the booth, the friends arranged a 
display case containing articles from Baha'i centenary 
celebration, a special African issue featuring the dedi
cation of the Kampala House of Worship, and a Ger
man newspaper account of the 1967 Intercontinental 
Conference, also the beautiful devotional programs 
from the Bahit1i House of Worship in Wilmette. 

The film It's Just the Beginning was shown continually 
on the hour on Wednesday Dec. 4 to a total audience of 

IT 
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sixty pe<lple. Earnest discussion fonowed each showing 
and many were moved to tears at this wondrous plan of 
the new dawn. 

During the week over two·hundred pamphlets were 
distributed and thousands of students learned of 
Baha'u'llilh. 

Every weekend the friends in Arlington gather to
gether for prayers and then disperse to neighboring 
towns, teaching and enrolling new believers to the 
kingdom. During the week also, friends are going out, 
teaching and deepening, Newly enrol1ed believers ac
company the friends in teaching other waiting souls. 
The light of faith is spreading throughout this area. 
Friends have also been visiting the churches and when 
asked by the ministers what message they bring, the 
message of Baha'u'lIa.h is delivered to the congrega~ 
tions, who have been responsive and extending invita
tions to return and bring more Baha'is. 

Arlington friends write "How thrilling it is invite our 
brothers and sisters to the Kingdom of God, souls who 
are thirsting to hear the message of their Lord. You 
must be receiving beautiful stories of teaching the 
Faith. When walking down the street in one town, we 
saw a woman standing just inside her door; we said, 
'Hi,' and she responded by saying, 'Hi' and coming 
outside her door greeted us by asking jWhat news do 
you bring me?' The glad tidings we brought made her 
very happy. We enrolled a minister who goes from 
church to church preaching. Now, he said, he has 
something to really tell the people. In another place, 
a friend met a waiting soul who said she was telling 
people that Jesus was alive in 1844, and now upon hear
ing the Message of Baha'utlIah she waS experiencing 
the happiest day of her life. The stories go on and on; 
the happiness grows deeper, and the Kingdom brighter. 

"In this part of Texas we have enrolled over 600 new 
believers and opened seventy-five new cities to the 
Faith since Sept em beT 1st!' 

Teaching in Chile 
The teaching work among the Mapuches of Chile is 

gaining momentum. Since 1964 the Baha'i Faith has 
been carried to several contiguous Mapuche areas near 
the small town of Nueva Imperial. Of necessity the work 
was sporadic, as from time to time a group of traveling 
teachers were able to spend a week or so in the area. In 
November last year both expansion and consolidation 
efforts were carried on alone by one pioneer dedicating 
full time to the work. 

It takes a while for a pioneer to become acquainted 
with the territory, to learn to walk cross·country for 
long hours over long distances, to duck under barbed 
wire fences, crosS rivers and streams and to brave the 
attacks of the ever-present watch dogs. The kindly 
interest and assistance of the natives helps greatly 
during these first months. Most of the Mapuches under
stand and speak Spanish fairly well, thus eliminating 
the need for interpreters. 

The best period for teaching in this area is from 
November to April when there is only the hot sun, wind 
and great waves of dust to contend with. The Chilean 
rainy winter weather generally lasts from May to 
October. During this period because of heavy rains, 

" 
deep mud, impassable roads and inundated areas, the 
teaching and consolidation work is drastically curtailed. 

By last April five new Spiritual Assemblies were 
formed, bringing the total number of Mapuche Assem. 
blies to twelve. There is also a group with eight 
members and five new localities are ready with mOre 
than enough members to form their Local Assemblies 
next April. There are four localities with less than 
nine members, two of these are small towns. 

Several beHevers from these Mapuche communities 
are being lovingly prepared to take part in the teaching 
work among their own peop]e. Hopefully with their 
assistance and the occasional teaching trips to this zone 
which are being planned by other Baha'is, the number 
of Mapuche Baha'is, not far from 400 at present, will be 
greatly increased. 

Plans are now being made to further stimulate the 
expansion of the Faith in the province through the 
regular use of teaching teams. 

Some of the membeTs of the Huentehualfe Baha'i Community, 
Cautin Prou ince. Chile. 

Some of the membeTS of the Baha'i Community of Loneopulle. 
Cautin Province, Chile. 

Another Goal Achieved: Yaqui Language Translation 
From Merida, Yucatan, we received the news that a 

teaching booklet about the Baha'i Faith has now been 
translated into Yaqui, fulfilling one of the Nine-Year 
Plan goals. The work was done by EI Senor Emilio 
Vegas f who is a Yaqui Indian and El Senor Joaquin 
Camara, a Mayan, both from Yucatan. The booklet was 
revised and is now in the process of being printed. It 
will be a great help among the Yaquis of a vast area of 
Sonora. Joaquin Camara and his wife Nelda left Yuca
tan with their four children to pioneer in Sonora mOre 
than a year ago. 

-11-
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Papua - New Guinea's Second Convention 
The Second Annual Convention of the Baha'is of 

Papua-New Guinea was held at Lae on the 25th and 26th 
of April last year. Fifty-seven of the friends attended 
including thirty-six delegates, seven members of the 
outgoing National Spiritual Assembly and visitors from 
many parts of Papua-New GUinea, and visitors from 
Australia and New Zealand. 

Outgoing Chairman of the National Spiritua1 Assem
bly, David Podger told the friends that the Conyention 
was an important event as it enabled Baha'is from- all 
parts of Papua and New Guinea to meet together and 
talk together - something normally very difficult in 
Papua-New Guinea with its multiplicity of languages 
and its poor communication system. 

The Convention was interrupted by the arrival of the 
two delegates from Medina, Romulus and Elias, along 
with the two delegates from Balaun Is. near Manus, 
Ngat Kilangit and Ngi Selau. Romulus and Elias had 
made a pre-Convention teaching trip to isolated Baluan 
to assist with the delegates' election and the local 
assembly elections. 

Shortly after this , there was another happy interrup
tion when Endi Daves and Mungaia arrived from a 
teaching trip among the scattered islands in the Tala
sea area of West New Britain. They reported the 
election of five new Local Assemblies in this area and 
the enrollment of more than thirty new believers. These 
were the last arrivals and the Convention then pro
ceeded according to the program. 

The Secretary, Mrs. Margaret Bluett, gave her re
port. The main points consisted of the establishment of 
the National Office, the printing of Kundu - the news
letter, and the general establishment of a National 
Assembly in its first year. Mr. Noel Bluett, Legal officer, 
announced that the National Assembly was now incor
porated. This achieved one of the major goals of the 
Nine Year Plan of The Universal House of Justice. 

Next morning, the 26th, the friends assembled for 
the main work of the Convention - the election of the 
new National Spiritual Assembly and the consultation 
by the delegates. 

While the votes were being counted, the telegraphed 
message of The Universal House of Justice was read in 
Pidgin - copies of this were given to each delegate. 

Auxiliary Board member, Violet Hoehnke , gave us 
the message from the Continental Board of Counsellors t 

a message from Hand of the CalLSe H. Collis Feather
stone and an inspirational talk including references to 
the message from The Universal House of Justice. 

This seSsion was foHowed by further consultation 
among the delegates resulting in many recommenda
tions to the new National Assembly. This period was 
characterized by an awakening sense of national re
sponsibility, an almost miraculous feeling for people 
previously so divided by language and racial barriers. 

There were thirty-six of the thirty-eight delegates 
present at the Convention and those present felt that 
this Convention was a truly deepening and consolidating 
event and that the effects would be felt for months to 
come in villages all over Papua and New Guinea. 

If 
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Spitzbergen Goal 

The hearts of Baha'is in Norway rejoice over the 
achievement of the goal of a group in Spitzbergen, 
through the arrival there early in November of Gunnar 
and Edel Lange·Nielsen of Trondheim, Norway. This 
goal was given Hpriority over all other Baha'i activity 
in Norway" by The Universal House of Justice in 1966. 
After many attempts, the goal was opened by Paul 
Adams from England, who had permission to remain 
for the purpose of writing a book. He lived there 
as a hunter until he was replaced by Arnold Zon
neveld from Holland. Since Arnold left the goal 
was empty. Now the door has opened as a result of 
Gunnar's initiative and enterprise, whereby he is able 
to write his thesis for his degree from the Norwegian 
Technical University in architecture on p.rojects in the 
Mining Community of SpitzbeTg~n. Edel, who has been 
studying at the Teachers' College in Trondheim, plans 
to continue her studies "telegraphically" as other com· 
munication is closed from November to April or May. 
She will also spend a few hours each day in the office of 
the Norwegian Coal Company. 

This young couple have been reading the Spitzbergen 
newspaper for about a year to keep in touch with 
activities there, and they are convinced that the great 
need during the "dark days" is for something to occupy 
their free time or recreation. To meet this need they 
have plans to offer classes on subjects in which they 
arc qualified to teach, such as English, painting, pho
tography and music. for which they have taken a 
collection of records from 1500 to the present time. They 
have also taken OVer 1000 slides to show the cultures of 
foreign countries which they have visited, the latest 
being Persia. Gunnar also took his drums as for many 
years he has been playing with dance orchestras. 

"Of course," he pointed Qut, "if there is no interest 
for these subjects. we must try other things. We have 
burned our bridges," he continued, "and go now to a 
new experience, that of living in an isolated communi. 
ty. Edel has lived for a time in the Nevada desert. and 
1 have been to sea, which is our only experience for 
isolation." "It is all terribly exciting," Edel declared, 
as the small coal boat "Binny" left Lofoten Island for 
Spitzbergen. 

Before their departure on Oct. 20th, due to misinforma~ 
tion, Gunnar and Edel had ten days for intensive 
teaching activity in Svolvaer. The Secretary of the 
group reported that they were able to proclaim the 
Faith to over ten percent of the inhabitants. All possible 
means had been utilized for this purpose - a public 
meeting, firesides every day and the showing of slides 
on the subject Tlte Holy Places of Four World Reli
gions in ISTa~1 to over 265 students in the schools. 

The press also gave an interview which appeared in 
Lofotposten on the first page with a large picture of 
Gunnar and Edel looking at a large photograph 01 
Longyearbyen, Spitzbergen, their destination. Under 
the picture appeared the headline "With Persian Rug 
and Drums to Spitzbergen" and there followed several 
columns covering this projected journey. The next day 
a long article appeared on the achievement of consulta· 
tive status by the Baha1i Community to the United 

.:-.l ations. There .... '·as also an interview in a newspapel 
from Finnmark in Northern NOf\\'av 

For Christmas mail a plane left ~ Tromso, Norwa~ 
December 12th for Spitzbergen and indeed many let 
ters. and a cassette recorder were on the plane mark 
ed: Mr. and Mrs. Gunnar Lange-Nielsen, Formanns 
messa, Longyearbyen. Spitzbergen 9170. 

Sardinia Goal Gained 

T.he First Spiritwll Assembly of the Bahd'is of Cagtiari. Sao' 
dlna. Seated Leit to right: Manige Amir·Golestani. Livia Po.' 
gentino, Lia Marongiu, Hazel Aikman. Standing: Gabrie' 
Terranova, Ehssan Besciarati, Feridun M{lzlum, Au:ciIiQl 
Board memDer James Holmlund. Dariush IQh{lni. 

The first local Spiritual Assembly of the Island ( 
Sardinia was formed at Cagliari in April, 1970, fulfillin 
a goal of the Nine Year Plan. 

Already the fruits of the formation of this administr; 
tive body are becoming tangible. One hundred. h 
quirers attended the first public meeting organized ! 
May by the newly formed Assemhly. In July came tl 
declaration of Signora Maria Loi, and the frient 
are confident that it will not be long before many mOl 

lo~al people declare their faith in Bah"'u'llah. Wh" 
has been most heartening is the large number of your 
people who have become very interested in the Fai 
and attend meetings regularly. 

In July the volume The Proclamation of Bah 
'u.'lltih was presented to the Chancellor of the Ur 
versity of CagHari, the local Director of the R.A 
(Italian Broadcasting Network) and the Chief of Poli, 
for the province of CagJiari. rn recalling that tI 
Baha'is had held a public meeting in the city 
Cagliari in May, the Chief of Police said: '·You are t 
people who want to see peace and unity in the war"! 
These are very beautiful ideals and if aU men were 
follow them, there would be none of this eonfusion a~ 
disorder. " 

The Island of Sardinia was first opened to the Faith 
1953 by Knight of Baha'u'llah Marie Ciocca. She serv 
the Faith devotedly for fifteen years until she passed 
the Abba Kingdom in 1968. Two years later tbe fil 
Spiritual Assembly of Cagliari was formed. 
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Scandinavian Teaching 
Conference 

A Scandinavian Teaching Conference was held in 
Oslo over the weekend of Nov, 28th and 29th with over 
sixty Baha'is present. Dorothy Ferraby, member of the 
Board of Counsellors, spoke on "The Functions of the 
Institutions of the Baha'i Administration" and reports 
followed on the accomplishments of the goals of the 
Nine Year Plan from each of the Scandinavian countries 
and Finland. "Inspiration for the Achievement of the 
Remaining Goals" was presented by Hadi Asfahi of 
Sweden followed by a discussion period. 

A Unity Feast was held that evening and the Baha'is 
had opportunity to really become acquainted with one 
another I and receive further inspiration from different 
individuals on successful methods and means of teach· 
ing which had been employed to achieve their goals. 
Entertainment was also provided by the talented ones 
present. 

Inger Hjelme of Denmark spoke Sunday morning on 
"The Relation Between the Two Pillars in Baha'i Ad
ministration and the Functions of Each" which was 
followed by a discussion. In the afternoon Dorothy Fer
raby spoke on "The Importance of Cooperation Between 
the Scandinavian Countries" with regard to work with 
the youth; new teachers and pioneers from one country 
to the other; the care of the individual believers through 
love to grow and develop: the need for the use of the 
obligatory prayer, and prayers in unity over all of 
Europe from nine to ten each evening for the progress 
of the Faith. 

A cable was sent to The Universal House of Justice 
and to Hand of the Cause, Adelbert Milhlschlegel with 
greetings from the Baha'is present. 

FEBRU .... Ry 1971 

German-Speaking Conference 

A Germa-n·speaki-ng Conference was held i.n Ziirich, Switze.,. 
Land 011: November 28 and 29. 1970, under the auspices of th.e 
European Board of Counsellors. Present were Hands of th.e 
Catt.$e Dr. Muftl.schlegel and Mr. Robarts with sixty friends 
from Germany. Austria, Luxembourg and Switzerland. They 
discussed walls -and means to forward the goals oj the Pi.an in 
German-spe-aking countries. 

Conference in Iran 
Participants of the Conference from right to left: Dr. 

lraj Ayman (CounseUor), Mr. Hadi Rahmani (Counset
lOT), Dr. Manuchehr Mafidi, Mr. Vahdat, Mr. Ebrahim 
Khalili. Dr. Rowhani, Dr. M asih Farhangi (Counsellor), 
Mrs. Mahaniyan, Mr. Muhammad Eshraqi, Hand of the 
Cause Mr. 'A~ciJiJ Dr. Yusuj Abasiyan, Hand of the 
Callse Dr. Varqa, Dr. Dakhiti. 

The Continental Board of Counsellors in Western Asia 
convened a Conference of all the Auxiliary Board 
mem bers in fran which according to the RiQvan mes
sage of The Universal House of Justice is now increased 
to eight. 

The purpose of this meeting was to study all the 
writings on the duties and functions of the Auxiliary 
Boards and divide Persia among the Auxiliary 
Board members so that each one would have a definite 
zone of responsibility. 

The Auxiliary Board members were requested to 
work very closely with the friends, local Spiritual As-

IT 
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sem blies. groups, as well as the regional pioneering and 
teaching committees in their own zone in order to en
sure the successful completion of the remaining home 
front goals of the Nine Year Plan. We had the honor and 
pleasure of having Hands of the Cause of God Mr. 'AHl'i 
and Dr. Varqa participating in some of our sessions. 

The Conference was very successful and as a result 
we are receiving reports from all parts of fran inform
ing us of a new spirit of dedication and service. An ever 
increasing number of pioneers are opening up new 
localities. 

We hope that through the untiring efforts of the 
Auxiliary Board members in iran our dear Bqha'i 
friends in that country may successfully complete the 
remaining hOme front goals in time. 

First National Spiritual Assembly of Uganda 

Members at the first National SpiritWlt Assemblv 01 tne 
Baha'is of Uganda, seated trom left to rigft.t: Mr, Enos 
EpyE'ru, Assistant Treasurer; Mr. Javan Gutosi, Treasurer; 
M-r. S. M. lsimai, Secretary; Mr. Moses Senoga, Vi.ce-Chairman 
and Assistant Secretary. Standing from left to right: Mr. JuHas 
Nambafu, Augustin Massati, Augustin Naku, and Albert OC4-
modek. 

Th.e Convention group photograph taken on the veTanda of the 
Baha'i H om€ oj Worship in Uganda. 

IS 

The photoQlraph taken with Hand of the Cause Paul. Ha7ley 
and members 0/ the Continental Board of CoumeHon ferr 
Central and East Africa; seated from left to right: Dr. M. 
Samandari representing The Universal House of Justice at 
Uganda Convention, Mr. Ko!nerio OuIe. Hand of the Catue 
oj God Mr. Paul Honcv. Mr, 010To EpyeT'U, a.nd Mrs. Isabel 
Sabri. AU standing are the members 01 the National Spiritu.al 
Assemblv of Uganda. 

Nairobi Exhibit 

A Baha'i stall was successfully organized by the Nai
robi local Spiritual Assembly in collaboration with the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Kenya at 
this year's Nairobi agricultural show held from 29th 
September to 4th October, 1970. It was reported that no 
less than 5,000 Baha'i pamphlets were distributed to 
people at the recent Nairobi Agricultural Show. That is 
to say out of about 290,000 people who attended the 
show, at least 5,000 or over received the pamphlets. The 
simple designs exhibited at the stall, were a great 
source of attraction to the public from the very first 
day of the show, and impressed many people who were 
passing by and provoked many questions from them on 



16 

the Faith which were answered by the Baha'is present. 
The enclosed photograph shows how the stall was 
designed, and the Baha'is standing are some of those 
who did wonderful service at the exhibit. 

Mauritius Observes United Nations Day 

A delegation of the National Spiritual Assembly, Mrs. 
Navidi and Mr. R. D. Lutchmaya, called on Mr. John 
Birt, United Nations representative in Mauritius. He 
warmly received the delegation and expressed his grati. 
tude when the book The Proclamation of Baha~uJllcih 
was presented to him. He has sent a letter of thanks. 

On the 22nd Cktober 1970, one of the main daily 
newspapers published a press release. 

An exhibition of the United Nations materials and 
Baha'i principles and teachings was held at the Baha'i 
Institute from Friday 23rd to Sunday 25th October. The 
exhibition was advertised in the four main dailies and 
it was announced as a news item on the T_V_ and radio_ 

The exhibition attracted more than two hundred 
visitors. 

A luncheon given at Mrs_ Navidi's place for members 
of the press and leaders of thought was well attended. 
In the relaxed atmosphere of an informal discussion, 
the Baha'i Faith and the United Nations, the problems 
besetting the present world and the solutions proposed 
by the Baha'i Faith were the topics of the day. 

Exhibition held at the Baha'i Institute on the occasion 
of the 25th anniversary of the United Nations. 

FEB RUARY 1971 

Mrs_ S_ Navidi, ,member of the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Indian Ocean presenting the book oj 
Proclamation to Mr_ Birt~ UN representative on the 
occasion of the 25th anniversary of the United Nations_ 

EL SALVADOR EXHIBIT 

The National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of El 
Salvador sponsored a booth in the fourth International 
Fair of El Salvador. 

Facing the booth from the aisle on the left wall was a 
branch with eight leaves, six composed of collages of 
faces of people from all lands and races and on the two 
remaining leaves: "This is the hour of the unity of the 
sons of men and the coming together of all races and 
classes." and next to that: "Ye are the fruits of one 
tree and the leaves of one branch_" Then next to 
that the quote: "Nothing but the celestial power of the 
W'ord of God is capable of harmonizing the sons of 
men.~' The theme that all the religions are one was de
picted by figures representing the various religions and 
civilizations all bathed in the light of one God, and ac
companied by the quote~ "All the people of the wol'ld, of 
\vhatever race or religion they may be, derive their inspi
,"ation from one Celestial Source and are the servants of 

T 
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the same God". This whole panel had the title under it, 
"THEBAHA'I FAITH -LIGHT FOR A NEW WORLD". 
In the middle panel is the word "Baha'u'llah" in very 
large blue letters, "the Glory of God" in smaller gold 
letters and then in blue beneath this, "The Promised 
One has Come." On the panel on the right side 
were the twelve principles, shown in the form of con
struction blocks, tastefully done under the title 4 'The 
Basis for Constructing a New World," and this was 
followed by a map of the world showing the extension of 
the Faith with colored pictures from the Holy Land 
and the Temples. 

Volunteers were used to staff the booth and during 
the day there were usually two or more present and in 
the evenings three to four. The following system was 
found to be most effective: when people passed we of
fered them a pamphlet and say "Good evening, come in" 
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or "Come in and see the Baha'i stand." Many people en
tered when invited in this manner. More than forty 
people contributed their time in this way, in addition to 
time spent in planning and constructing it. 

72,050 pamphlets were distributed, Divine Sinfony and 
Rumba Haem e! FutuTo were sold (about 65 altogether). 
1,053 names were left by people who wish to receive 
the Correspondence Course which we offer. 

The National Proclamation Committee, as well as 
collaborating in every way possible with the project, 
was responsible for placing musical spots, profession
ally recorded, on four radio stations, inviting people to 
visit the stand. Also very attractive flyers were printed 
repeating the motive of the construction blocks with 
the principles and were distributed by air in the four· 
teen departments of the country. 

National Spiritual Assembly of France 
FTom left to ri.ght. jront row: Mme Marie Therese Moreau., 
Secretary; Mr. Fran~ois Petit, Chairman; Mme Henriette 
Samimy; Mme JoseHe Vahdat, Recording Secretary; back 
TOW, from left to right, Mr. George Starcher; Mr. Tar4zoUah. 
Abrar, Treasurer; Mr. Chahab Atai: Mr. Nosrat Tirandaz; Mr. 
Salim N01mou, Vice-CPt.airman. 

Back Row: left to right, Mr. Idru Hussein: Mr. Victor 
Williams, Treasurer. Middle Row: left to right, Mr. Waise« 
Navunicagi; Mr. Ratu Savenaca Seniloli; Dr. Peter Woodrow, 
Chairman; Miss A. F. (Bobt>ie) Leedham, Vice-Chairman; 
Mrs. Irene Withams, Secretary. In front on steps: Mr. Sekove 
Tasoqosoqo, and Mr. John Milne. 
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Fourteenth annual Convention ot the Baha'is of North East Asia held at Ashiya, Japan Apri[ 1970, Hand of the Cause of God 
Dr. ft, Mun.a.;iT is in the centet" of th.e picture. 

Guatemala Holds Teacher Training Institutes 

Guatemala held a series of National Teacher Train· 
jng Institutes, consecutively from November 21 to 29. 
About thirty Baha'is from all sections of Guatemala 
attended, eight to twenty persons at a time, during the 
nine days of the Institute. Attending were blacks, 
whites, Latin Americans, Quiche Indians, and included 
four women. 

The third institute, held from Nov. 23 to 27, proved to 
be the most exciting as a mock assembly was elected 
from among the students which then made most of the 
decisions related to the classes and management of the 
Institute. Members of the mock assembly learned by 
experience some of the pitfal1s into which consultation 
can fall. 

By decision of the HAssembly," the students went on 
two teaching trips and brought back the names of thirty 
persons who wanted to take the correspondence COUrse 
on the Faith. 

Classes covered the basic history and teachings of the 
Faith. There were question and answer periods, and 

time was set aside for memonzlng prayers, Evenings 
were spent reading from The Dawn Breakers. 

Enthusiasm of the Institutes resulted in the declara
tion of two new believers. Four new Baha'i songs were 
composed. The exhausted but exhilarated directors of 
the Institute exclaimed to each other: "I never 
dreamed it could go so well! Baha'u'IHlh did every
thing. JI 

MembeTs 01 the jiTst Assembly of ClaTksdale. Mi.ssisrippi. are: 
lower, !eft to right, Miss PatTicia Andenon; Mr1. Diane 
Scheffer, Recording Secretary; Mrs. AtbeTta Madlock; Mn. 
Deloris Morrison, Corresponding' Secretary; top, Miss: Beau 
CarteT; Miss Francis Roach; Alan Schefff!T, Ch.a.irma.n; Mrs. 
Carolyn McIntosh; Larry Schwandes, Vice-Chairman. 



1, 

Fairs and Exhibits 
The theme of progressive revei.ation is gTaphicaUy shown in 
this exhibit praced by the Baha'is ot San Rafael, Californi.a in 
,hp C01lnty LihraTlI. 

Baha'i exhibits in fairs continue to be an effective 
way of announcing the Faith to large numbers of 
people, and often bring immediate results, as well as 
those for the more distant future. 

The Baha'i Community of San Rafael, California 
reports that proclamation there recently included a 
long term exhibit on Progressive Revelation in the 
County Library in the famous Frank lloyd Wright 
Civic Center building in Marin which attracts many 
tourists from all over the world. The pamphlet One 
Universal Faith was distributed in connection with this 
exhibit. The same exhibit was also the focal point for 
the Baha'i booth at the Marin Art and Garden Fair. the 
annual attendance at which is over 32,000. 

From New Haven, Connecticut comes a report of 
exhibits in two fairs: North Haven and Guilford, at 
which a total attendance was well over 100,000. In a 
total of seven days during which the exhibits were held, 

over 2000 pamphlets were given out, many conversa. 
tions held, and over fifty names given by those inter
ested in learning more about the Faith. Meetings have 
been planned for those interested and the thirty-six 
believers Who helped by manning the booths have had 
the joy of helping others learn about Baha'u'IIah. 

Rapid City, South Dakota hosted the Central States 
Fair, at which the Baha'is had a booth. Between six 
and seven hundred pamphlets were distributed during 
the four days of the event and a number of inquirers 
came afterwards to a fireside held at the close of the 
fair. 

Reactions of the visitors to the Baha'i exhibit varied 
all the way from that of questioning to stares and 
frowns and smiles to friendly visiting. Some of those 
attending were so well informed on Bible prophecy 
that they referred to the sign of His coming as being the 
appearance of two stars shining in the heavens. 

Baha'i exhibit in Rapid City, South Dakota. 

Th.o.se attending the Stamford, Connecticut Baha'! School held eveTtl Sunday morning. People come from Greenwich, Darien, 
Nonoa.lk, Bridgeport and elsewhere. This is tne second year the school has: been held. 
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1971 BAHA'f LITERATURE CATALOG AND SPECIAL 
MATERIALS CATALOG AVAILABLE 

Copies of the new 1971 catalogs of Baha'i Literature 
and Special Materials have been sent to each local 
Spiritual Assembly. local librarian and State Goals 
Committee, and ten free copies. of each catalog will be 
sent upon request with the next order from each com
munity librarian. These are to be distributed to the 
local committees, Baha'i librarians may order addi
tional copies for distribution in the community at ten 
cents each (which covers handling cost only). It is 
hoped that all individual Baha'is will secure a copy of 
both catalogs, thus becoming better informed on Baha'i 
materials and literature. 

Baha'i Special Materials Catalog. The broader term 
"Special Materials" replaces the more specialized term 
"Audio·Visual." Special Materials includes audio· 
visual items as well as instructional media, ringstones, 
postcards, badges, buttons, photographs, plaques, in· 
formation kits, stickers and all other items carried by 
the Bahit'i Publishing Trust that are not literature but 
are coming to playa significant role in teaching and 
deEpening programs. The Special Materials Catalog 
carries full ordering instructions on the inside cover, 
and orders must be made on the particular Special 
Materials Order Blank. 

Baha'i Literature Catalog. Contains up-to-date in
formation on price changes, new titles and a brief 
description of each item. With the intensive, worldwide 
proclamation of the Revelation of Baha'u'IM.h and the 
widespread expansion of the Faith, the Baha'i litera
ture becomes ever more important, not only for its 
direct use in proclamation and teaching, but also for 
the perSistent effort of the believers to understand more 
and more the significance of Baha'u'llah's Revelation. 
In the words of The Universal House of Justice: "The 
answers are to be found in the Sacred Writings of our 
Faith and in their interpretation by IAbdu'l·Baha' and 
our beloved Guardian. Let the friends immerse them
selves in this ocean, let them organize regular study 
classes for its constant consideration, and, as reinforce. 
ment to their eifort, let them remember conscientiously 
the requirements of daily prayer and reading of the 
Word of God enjoined upon all Baha'is." (Wellspring Of 
Guidance, p. 114) 

Order from Baha'i Publishing Trust, 415 Linden Ave
nue, Wilmette, Illinois, 6009l. 

Tbe Local Spiritual Assembly (An Institution of the 
Baha'i Administrative Order). Compiled by The Uni
versal House of Justice. 
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In August 1970 The Universal House of Justice ad
dressed all National Spiritual Assemblies of the Baha'i 
world stating: 'lAs the Baha'i Administrative Order 
rapidly expands throughout the world it behooves 
everyone associated with it to familiarize himself with 
its principles, to understand its import and to put its 
precepts into practice. Only as individual members of 
local spiritual assemblies deepen themselves in the 
fundamental verities of the Faith and in the proper 
application of the principles governing the operation of 
the Assembly will this institution grow and develop 
toward its fun potential." Enclosed in the letter was a 
brief compilation from the writings of Baha'u'llah 
'Abdu'l-Baha and Shoghi Effendi setung forth some of 
the Baha'i principles and their application. The Uni
versal House of Justice expressed the hope that these 
extracts would "suffice as an introduction to a more 
profound study of the subject, and lead to a more 
efficient functioning of local spiritual assemblies every
where. " 

This compilation was sent in mimeograph form by 
the National Spiritual Assembly to all Local Spiritual 
Assemblies, and it has now been made available in a 
convenient 5'h"x8 112" printed bOOklet. 

10 copies ................................. $2.50 
25 copies ................................. $5.00 

Baha'i Prayers (Combined), Paperbound. A new 
printing of Baha'i PTayers includes an attractive pa
perbound combined edition which will sell at the low 
cost of fifty cents per copy. The paper cover has been 
double coated for extra strength, is in a maroon color 
and distinctively designed. The contents and size are 
the same as the leatherette bound edition. 

General edition, per copy ................ $1.35 
Combined edition, 
leatherette cover, per copy .............. $1.60 
Combined edition, 
paper covert per copy .................... $ .50 

New Cassettes 
20-C-201I A Commentary on Epistle to the Son Of the 

Wolf by Baha'u'llah; commentary by Firuz 
Kazemzadeh ........................... $2.50 

20-C-201S Pronunciation Guide to the Baha'i GlossaTY, 
by Amin and Laila Bam;'ni ............. $2.50 

BAHA'i NEWS is uublished for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United 
States, as a news -organ reporting current activities of the Baha'i world community. 

BAHA'f NEWS is edited by an annual1y appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Evelyn Hardin, Managing Editor; Miss Charlotte 
Linfoot, National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee. Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee. 

Material must be received by the twemy.fifth of the second month preceding date ot is'.!:ue. Address: Baha'i New;:; Editorial 
Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091, U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to Membership and Records. National Baha·i Center. 112 Linden Avenue, Wil
mette, Illinois. U.S. A. 60091. 
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Joyful Announcement from The Universal House of Justice 
January 30, 1971 

JOYFULLY ANNOUNCE BAHA'i WORLD PROCESS ENTRY BY TROOPS RAPIDLY ACCELERATING UNITED 
STATES EVIDENCED BY ENROLLMENT 8000 NEW BELIEVERS SOUTH CAROLINA COURSE SIX WEEKS 
CAMPAIGN RAISING NUMBER NEW BELIEVERS ENTIRE COUNTRY 13,000 SINCE RIJ;lVAN PROCESS 
GATHERING MOMENTUM INDICATIONS SIMILAR DEVELOPMENT OCCURRING NEW AREAS NORTH 
SOUTH AMERICA MAY VALIANT WORKERS FAITH TOILING THROUGHOUT WORLD GAIN CONFIDENCE 
ADDED STRENGTH THESE UPLIFTING VICTORIES WON IN HIS NAME REAP SIMILAR HARVEST HOME. 
FRONT ALL CONTINENTS 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
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To the Followers of Bahil'u'llah in every land: December 29. 1970 

Dear Baha'i Friends, 

We have reached a critical point in the progress of the Nine Year Plan, In many lands mul
titudes are thirsty and eager to embrace the Message of Baha'u'lhih. In others, materially ad
vanced but spiritually backward, a great effort is needed to awaken the people to the light of 
this New Day. The recently-established National Spiritual AssembJies in many lands are occupied 
in acquiring the 1:Ia~iratu'l-Quds, Temple Sites, National Endowments and Teaching Institutes 
essential for the proper development of the Administrative Order and the deepening of the Baha'i 
knowledge of their believers, while in the heart of the Western Hemisphere, the Ma!!briqu'I-AdJJ
kar of Panama requires several hundred thousand dollars for its completion. To accomplish these 
many essential tasks the resources of the Cause are being stretched to their uttermost. 

At this crucial moment, when the activities of the believers and the expenditure of ftmds 
should be increased to seize the opportunities which lie before us, the Baha'i International Fund 
finds itseJf plunged into a grave crisis by a steep reduction in contributions. Undoubtedly world
wide economic difficulties are one of the causes of this, but we are confident that the believers 
throughout the world will respond to this challenge and will make every sacrifice to enSUre that 
the work of the Cause of God goes forward unimpeded. 

Since 1963 when there were fifty-six National Spiritual Assembles, to the present time when 
there are nintey-four (soon to be 101), the work of the Cause has expanded so rapidly, both in the 
teaching field and at the World Center, that The Universal House of Justice has had to increase 
more than four-fold the annual international budget of the Cause. This year fifty-eight percent of 
the International Fund is being expended outside the Holy Land on projects such as assistance to Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies (fifty-six of which receive a large part, if not all, of their budgets from 
the World Center), contributions to the work of the Hands of the Cause and the Continental Boards 
of Counsellors, defense of the Cause in lands where it is facing persecution, and our expanded 
activities at the United Nations. 

In order to meet the present situation the Universal House of Justice must drastically re
duce the expenditure of the Baha'i International Fund until the flow of contributions is restored. 
While the work on the International Archives Building necessary to protect the precious Tablets 
and relics from the high humidity and increasingly polluted atmosphere of Haifa city has been 
completed, the projects of further developing the Gardens in Bahji and of starting upon an 
extension of the terraces below the Shrine of the Bab, as well as additional developments to the 
office facilities of the World Center. must now be postponed. In addition we are reluctastly com
peUed to reduce by ten percent the next two quarterly remittances of assistance to National 
Spiritual Assemblies, and we call upon these Assemblies now to reduce their own expenditure 
to take account of this. 

These, however, can but be temporary measures designed to minimize the present emer
gency. The real answer lies, not in restricting the activities of the friends at this time when man
kind stands in such dire need of the Message of Baha'u'lIah, but in the universal partiCipation 
of every beHever in the work of the Cause. 

The poor believers vastly outnumber the wealthy ones, and this majority will grow rapidly 
as mass teaching spreads. Thus, although the work in mass teaching areas will continue to be 
assisted by the contributions of the friends in prosperous lands, and these believers must for 
the immediate future continue to be the main support of the International Fund, it becomes 
ever more urgent for the friends in mass teaching areas to finance their own activities to an 
ever greater degree. The backbone of the Fund must be the regular contributions of every be
liever. Even though such contributions may be small because of the poverty of the donors, large 
numbers of small sums combine into a mighty river that can carry along the work of the Cause. 
Moreover the unity of the friends in sacrifice draws upon them the confirmations of the Blessed 
Beauty. 

The universal participation of the believers in every aspect of the Faith-in contributing to 
the Fund, in teaching, deepening, living the Baha'i life, administering the affairs of the commu
nity, and, above all, jn the life of prayer and devotion to God-will endow the Baha'i community 
with such strength that it can overcome the forces of spiritUal disintegration which are engu1fing 
the non-Baha'i world, and can become an ocean of oneness that will cover the face of the planet. 

We ask every one of you to ponder these matters deeply, and to join us in fervent prayer that 
this momentary crisis will prove to have been a providential test that will spur the community of 
the Greatest Name to new heights of dedication and triumphant achievement. 

With loving BaM'1 greetings, 

The Universal House of Justice 



Mass Teaching in the South, U.S.A. 
Like a hungry flame, news of the new Faith of God 

spread itself from town to town and village to village 
across nearly ten thousand square miles of Carolina 
farmland. 

Inspired by the cry of HWin ~ncreasing Numbers," a 
meager handful of Baha'i.s - many of whom had come 
from distances - spread out from Dillon, South Caro
lina, seeking souls who would respond to their message: 
"Have you heard the good news? . , . God has sent a 
new Prophet to the world. . His name is Baha 'u'llah, 
The Glory of God ... His Laws win eliminate pover
ty t prejudice. injustice . . ," 

And the souls responded. On the first day. a week be
fore Christmas, a few hundred. By the holiday itself. 
nearly two thousand. In a few more days, four thou
sand. And the teaching goes on; increasing numbers 
are being won. 

Already, nearly 150 localities where people have 
never been blessed by hearing the healing message of 
God have been opened to the Faith. Over forty will 
have local spiritual assemblies at RiQ.vim~ A dozen 
are among the largest Baha'i communities in Ameri
ca. 

The new believers themselves can best tell the story, 
and it is perhap~ their soul-felt comments that will en
dure in the history of these days as told in future ages. 

uLord, Lord -I've waited all my life to hear this 
message" is frequently their response, often accom
panied by tears of joy and happiness. "Please, come 
with me to tell my mother" is another. "Would you 
give me one of those (pamphlets), so I can tell my 
friends about this?" is heard. "The world needs this
J hope it isn't too late." And: "I'd like to join. I guess 
it won't do any harm. II 

Many of the new Baha'is dropped whatever they 
were doing and joined their new friends, leading them 
to neighbors, relatives and acquaintances. Success is 
added to success, victory to victory. 

Inspiring stories are told and retold at the end of 
each day, One tiny lady, a widow who has served 
Baha 'u'llah for most of her life, was trying to talk to 
two husky men standing atop a platform on the back 
of a trash-collection truck. They couldn't hear what 
she was trying to say - the truck was making too much 
noise. Without even thinking about it, the little woman 
climbed up beside them, and told them of Bahil'u'lli.h. 
Both joined the Faith On the spot. 

One team of Baha'i teachers spent a whole half-day 
trying to get from one end of a two-black-long street 
to the other. They never did get all the way, but that 
street now has 74 new Baha'is among its residents. 

Music is important. Everyone sings the praises of 
Baha'u'IHlh, often in songs composed while they teach. 
Some carry guitars. They gather crowds wherever they 
go, and the crowds become Baha'is. The new believers 
disappear for a moment, and come back leading others 
who also wish to become Baha'is. 

Ministers of small churches meet Baha'is on the 
streets, and invite them to come and sing their songs 
and tell their story to their congregations. It has hap
pened that the congregation became Baha'i and the 
minister. too. 

Meetings are held every evening in a rented hall in 
Dillon. There are frequent interruptions as teams of 
Baha'i teachers come in from nearby towns, present a 
dozen or a score or a hundred new enrollment cards to 
the chairman, eat something (if time allows), and go 
back out to meetings in those same little towns. They 
return again - sometimes well after midnight - with 
another handful of enrollments and another story of the 
miracles God is performing in the Carolinas. 

Comfort is not important. The weather is often freez
ing cold, drizzling with rain 0[' blown with snow. The 
Baha'is sleep in uncomfortable and crowded quarters, 
eat food they couldn't describe ten minutes latert and 
teach, teach, teach. And the people respond, respond, 
respond. 

Hartsville, 165 new Baha'is ... Kingstree, 123 . , . 
Lake City, 160 ... Latta 206 ... Marion 483 ... Mul-
lins 456 ... Sumter 97 ... Fairmont 157 ... Dillon 217 

. Bennetsville 72 ... Darlington 152 ... Florence 167 
... Conway 68 ... Sellers 67 .. Pamplico 66 ... and 
on and on and on. 

Sometimes the ground is fertile, and the first day's 
teaching in a brand-new city will yield 100 new be
lievers. The second day, 150 will respond. Sometimes, 
it is infertile. Nobody will respond, even after three or 
four days. Like the early Christians, the Baha'is Hterally 
"shake the dust of that place off their feet," and move 
on. Souls are waiting. 

The Book of Acts in the New Testament - the story 
of how the Disciples spread the message of Christ 
across Asia and through the Mediterranean - is a source 
of inspiration, wisdom and comfort. It is the same to-

IT 
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day - in a new Age. with a new message from a new 
Manifestation of God. 

Some of the teachers. have to return to their homes, 
to take up again jobs, responsibilities, duties. Others 
come - from Connecticut, Illinois, Ohio, Massachusetts, 
Georgia, anywhere - to take their places. The harvest 
is waiting y and workers are needed. 

Messages crackle back and forth between the site of 
this bountiful garden and Haifa and Wilmette, and to 
Baha'i communities all across America. Telegrams, 
letters, telephone calls bring inspiration, guidance and 
the promise of reinforcements. 

Perhaps most important to the Baha'is who are 
teaching the Faith of God throughout that wide ex
panse of the two Carolinas is the tablet called "Heralds 
of His Name," found on page 354 of Baha'i World Faith. 
In that tablet, 'Abdu'l-Baha repeats a promise from 
Bahil'u'llah that " ... through the outpourings of the 
grace of God and the aid and assistance vouchsafed 
from His Kingdom on high, souls will arise and holy 
beings appear .. heralds calling forth the name of 
the one true God, and establishers of the world's su-
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p rem e found a tion, " 
The tablet continues: "These shall labor ceaselessly 

by day and by night, shall heed neither trial nor woe, 
shall suffer no respite in their efforts, shall seek no re
pose, shall disregard all ease and comfort and, detached 
and unsullied, shall consecrate every fleeting moment 
of their life to the diffusion of the divine fragrance and 
the exaltation of God's ho]y Word _. I am waiting, 
eagerly waiting for these holy ones to appear " 

There is much, much more to that Tablet. Every 
Baha'i should read it for himself, and recognize that 
perhaps he is one of those "souls that win arise and 
holy beings that will appear." 

There will be many opportWlities to "Win Increas
ing Numbers" now that the harvest has been proved 
bountiful and accessible. Mass teaching conferences are 
already planned in Mississippi, Kentucky, Arkansas, 
Tennessee, the Carolinas, and other states. 

And in reality, every place a Baha'i travels can be a 
place where hundreds of souls can be found who will 
respond to the healing, all-powerful message of Baha
'u'llah. 

Summary of Mass Teaching 
Southern States 

HTexas - West ........................ 125 
**Texas- East ........................ 600 

Oklahoma ........................... 250 
"*Louisiana .............................. 150 
"*Mississippi ............................ 200 
Alabama ................................... 175 
Georgia .................................... 1,375 

-4 .... Florida 800 

-li-HSouth Carolina ............. . .. 8,000 
*HNorth Carolina. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . ... . . . . . 200 

West Virginia ........................... . 
Virginia 
Kentucky 

157 
250 

123 

*"Mass teaching conferences scheduled for these states as well as Arkansas, Tennessee, Maryland, Delaware 
and Washington, D.C. area 

**Includes many of Mexican-American descent as well as Negro 

***Includes over 200 Lumbee Indians 
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Israeli Officials Receive Baha' { Wodd, Volume XIII 
In December 1970, a delegation from the Baha'i World Center on behalf of The Universal House 
of Justice presented a copy of THE BAHA'i WORLD - VOL. XIII, to His Excellency Zalman 
Shazar, President of the State of Israel. 
The President recalled with evident enjoyment his reception by The Universal House of Justice 
in Haifa in 1964, and was delighted to accept an invitation to come again during the springtime 
and perhaps also visit Bahji. 
More than once during the interview President Shazar spoke warmly of the high regard in which 
the Baha'i Community is heIdI and expressed his pleasure that Baha'is considered Israel their 
home. 
Following this presentation. the Baha'i Department of Israeli Affairs on behalf of The Universal 
House of Justice presented copies of the same book to the Prime Minister Golda Meir; the Dep
uty Premier and Minister of Education and Culture Yigal Allon; the Minister of Justice Ya'acov 
S. Shapira: the Minister for Foreign Affairs Abba Eban; the Minister of Finance Pinhas Sapir; the 
Minister of Defense Moshe Dayan and the Minister for Religious Affairs Zerah Warhaftig. 

5 

From left: His ExceBency Zalman ShazaT, President oj the State af Israet; members of The UniveTsal House at Justice-ChaT!es 
Wolcott, Hushmand Fa~hedzam, H. Barrah Kaveln; and the SecretaTy-GeneTat of the Bahd'i Department of Israeli Affairs, John T. 
Wade. -Ross Photo, JeTusalem 

I 
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By Gary Morrison 

Hand of the Cause AgneS' B. Alexander on her 
ninetY-fifth birthday. 

Agnes B. Alexander, who was the oldest living Hand 
of the Cause of God and the only Hand mentioned in the 
Tablets of the Divine Plan, passed from this world on 
January L Miss Alexander, termed by 'Abdu'l-Baha 
"the dau.ghter of the Kingdom, the beloved maid-seT
vant of the Blessed Perfection." 1 was a direct descen
dent of two of the early Christian missionary families of 
Hawaii. There, as the first Baha'i in the Islands, she 
began her long years of pioneering services. Because of 
her teaching efforts in Hawaii, lAbdu'l·Baha wrote in 
the Tablets of the Divine Plan, "I declare by the Lord 
of Hosts that had this respected daughter founded an 
empire, that empire would not have been so great! For 
this. sovereignty is eternal sovereignty and this glory is 
everlasting glory.,t2 

As greater and greater numbers of people began to 
embrace the Faith, Miss Alexander liked to say that she 
understood mass conversion because she herself was 
"a mass conversion Baha' i." She would repeat an 

analogy made by another pioneer in Asia, likening the 
process to a baby being born; it first sees the light, but 
only gradually learns the full Use of its faculties. In 
1900, while on a trip to Europe, Miss Alexander was 
profoundly impressed by a woman and her two daugh
ters, who had just returned from viSiting 'Abdu'l-Baha 
in the Holy Land. When Miss Alexander asked what it 
was they had, the woman gave her a piece of paper on 
which was written a prayer and told her they would see 
her the next morning. During the night Miss Alexander 
experienced the tremendous realization that Christ was 
on the earth again. The next morning she told her new 
friends what had happened and asked if there were 
others who believed. She was given the addresses of 
other Baha'is and she signed a letter to be sent to 
;Abdu'l-Baha declaring her belief that the Promised 
One had Come. "That day, which was November 26, 
1900," she wrote in her memoirs, "I was born again and 
a new and wonderful life opened to me. Then I was left 
alone for three months wHh only one prayer and God to 
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guide me." She began to develop her spiritual faculties 
by reading the Bible, its prophecies unfolding "little by 
little. . until at last I felt I must know others who 
believed," She wrote to May Ellis Bolles, who was to 
become the mother of Amatu'l~Baha Ril}:liyyih 
Khanum, and arranged to meet the nascent Baha'i 
community in Paris. 

Agnes Alexander spent the first yeal's of her new life 
in Hawaii, where, although her family \'Vas strongly 
opposed to her new Faith, she established the first 
Baha'i group. At the outbreak of World War I in 1914, 
Miss Alexander was again in Europe. this time hoping 
to go to the Holy Land to meet her beloved Master. 
'Abdu'l-Baha, She wrote to the Master requesting per
mission to visit Him in 'Akka and also mentioning a 
desire to carry the message of Baha'u'llah to far-off 
Japan. On August 21, she received a Tablet from 
'Abdu'l-Baha in which He responded: 

Thy leiter was received. It imparted great happi
ness. Praise be to God, that that dear daughter is 
sacrificing herself in the path of Bahft'u'llah and 
enduring every difficulty. 

It is now more advisable for thee to depart 
directly to Japan and while there be engaged in 
the diffusion of the fragrances of God. 

Today the greatest of all divine bestowals is 
teaching the Cause of God, for it is fraught with 
confirmations. Every teacher is confirmed and is 
favol'ed at the divine threshold. In the estimation 
of the Ideal King, the army which is in front of 
the battlefield is encircled with the glances of his 
mercifulness and in the sight of the Divine Farm~ 
er, the sower of the seed is accepted and favored. 

I hope that thou mayest be like unto a realm· 
conquering army and a farmer. Thel'e(ore, thy 
voyage to Japan is preferred to everything else. 
Still thou are perfectly free.:~ 

Miss Alexander never forgot how 'Abdu'l-Baha would 
make a suggestion, yet leave the individual free to 
decide what to do. She decided "to depart directly to 
Japan," 

Consequently, Agnes Alexander never met ·Abdu'l
Baha in this wodd and she did not make her pilgrim
age to the Holy Land until the beloved Guardian invited 
her to come in 1937; instead she reaped the bounties of 
pioneering in Japan. She was the first Baha'i to settle in 
Japan, where she lived in a modest apartment in 
Kyoto. In the Tablets of the Divine Plan 'Abdu'I-Baha 
stated. "she is gaining spiritual 1,-ictories in Japan.I"~ 
and He praised her for her' 'distinguished service" in a 
Tablet dated Decembel" 27. 1918. In that same Tablet 
the Mastel' wrote, "Thou has raised the Can oj Uw 
dit'ine Kingdom and hast become the CallS€ of enhghl.
enment and the wisher fOT the edtlcati011 of hmnun 
s01ds,":' From Japan she carried the messpge of Baha
'u'llah to Korea. and largely through her efforts the 
Korean believers received one of the last Tablets of 
"Abdu'l-Baha, which arrived sometime after the ne\",·s 
of His passing_ She returned to Ha waii for the duration 
of World War II, but then quickly returned to her 
pioneering post in Japan, 

In March 1957, upon the passing of the outstanding 
Hand of the Cause of God. Dr. George Townshend (the 

7 

ex-Canon of St. Patrick's Cathedral, Dublin. Ireland). 
the beloved Guardian cabl ed to the Baha'i world that 
he had elevated Agnes Alexander. "distinguished pio
neer (of the) Faith" to the rank of Hand of the Cause of 
God and stated that he was "confident (her) appoint
ment will spiritually reinforce teaching campaign [the 
Ten-Year World Crusade] simultaneously conducted 
(in) North, South (and) Heart (of) Pacific Ocean.". 
:vIiss Alexander was present at the formation of the first 
National Spiritual Assemb~y of the Baha'is of North 
East Asia, in 1957 with its seat in Tokyo, and continued 
to aid the teaching work in Japan, Korea, Taiwan, and 
the Pacific Islands. She also made memorable teaching 
trips to the Philippines to assist in the mc:.ss conversion 
taking place there in the early 1960's, She was ap.
pointed the representative of The Universal House of 
Justice to the election in 1964 of the first National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Hawaii, an alto· 
get her fitting occasion for the first Baha'i of her home
land. 

In 1965, while in Tokyo to attend a World Esperantist 
Congress, Miss Alexander fell and broke her hip, neces
siiating a long period of hospitalization. She never fully 
recovered. Two years later she moved from Tokyo to 
Honolulu, There, although house-ridden, she continued 
to be an effective force in the teaching field, receiving 
visitors and serving as a source of inspiration to the 
Baha 'j community of Hawaii. 

Martha Root and Agnes Alexander traveled together 
many times, carrying the Message of Baha'u'llah 
throughout Japan. to Korea and mainland China. 

Agnes Alexander Was near1y 96 years old when she 
passed away. Her life spanned the closing epoch of the 
Apostolic Age of the Faith and the earliest epoch of the 
Formative Age, saw the erection of National Spiritual 
Assem blies in lands where she was once the lone 
Baha'i, and also witnessed the birth of the long-prom
ised era of The Universal House of Justice. And now at 
long last Agnes Alexander is with her beloved Mast.er, 
'/\.bdu'l-Baha, in the Abha Kingdom. 

Truly Miss Alexander was one of the hel"oine~ of 
the formative age of the Baha'i Faith. She was buried 
in the family plot of the Kawaiahao Church in down~ 
town Honolulu. which was established by the very early 
missionaries to Hawaii. Her body nOw rests just two or 
three miles from the stal' teacher of East and West, 
Martha Root, who died in Hawaii in 1939. 

NOTES: 
I. Tablets of the Divine Plan, p. 13 
2. Ibid-pp. 13-14 
3. Star of the West, Vol. VII. June 5, 1916, p. 35 
4. Tablets of the Divine Plan, p. 13 
5. Star of the West, Vol. 10, April 9. 1919, p. 17 
6. Baha'i News, May 1957. p. 1 

Gary Morrlson, author of the above Eulogy, was 
closely associated with Miss Alexander for ten years 
and was privileged to shal'e her memoil's. He wrote: 
"her steadfastness, her faith, her absolute certitude in 
the Cause, her strict obedience and loyalty to the 
Covenant have been a high standard to emulate .. ' It 
i:'i difficult to capture the balance between, on the one 
hand. her continual childlike wonderment. purity and 
innocence. and. on the other hand, her formidable. 
audacious and persevering teaching qualities." 
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A Year of Progress in Trinidad 
The year 1970 was an eventful one for Baha'is of 

Trinidad. Some of the accomplishments which were 
goals of the Nine Year plan are: 

1) Incorporation of the Assembly of the Baha'is of Port
of -Spain. 

2) The exemption of Baha'i children from attendance 
at school on Baha'i Holy Days. 

3) Permission to perform Baha'i marriages and li
censes for '·Marriages Officers." 

4) The opening of the National I;I3?iratu'I-Quds in Port
of-Spain. 

The Trinidad believers were enriched by visits of 
Hand of the Cause Amatu'l-Baha RUQiyyih 1Qlimum 
and Hand of the Cause Enoch Olinga. Details of their 
visits are given elsewhere in this article. 

A two-day Deepening Conference was held at the 
Baha'i Center, 3 Petra Street, Woodbrook, on Dec. 18-
20, 1970. Present were Counsellor Donald Witzel and 
Auxiliary Board members, Charles Hornby, Peter Mc~ 
Laren and Gamshid ArjomandL The Conference was 
attended by members from the various Baha'i commu~ 
nities of Trinidad, and was inspiring and a success. A 
radio station interviewed the Counsellor and Board 
members participating, and good newspaper publicity 
was secured of the conference. 

A series of traveling Baha'i teachers continued to 
nourish the spiritual grovrlh of the believers. Mrs. 
Shanta Murday, formerly of Mauritius, now of Atlanta, 

Georgia, spent a month visiting in various localities in 
Trinidad. 

Auxiliary Board member Dr. Hedi Ahmadiyeh visited 
Trinidad on October 28, 1970. On tbe afternoon of the 
first day he addressed the friends at the Baha'i Center, 
Diego Martin. On the second day he went on a teaching 
trip to Shanty Town, where he enrolled six believers. 
That evening he addressed a gathering at Arima. The 
next day he visited the friends in San Fernando. On 
Saturday, Oct. 31, he ag':lin visited Shanty Town. The 
three·day visit was rewarding with thirty.five new be
lievers enrolled. 

Hand of the Cause Enoch Olinga arrived in Septem
ber, 1970 for a five-day visit to Trinidad and Tobago. At 
the airport he was greeted by a large party of friends, 
and at his arrival at the residence of Miss Shamsi 
Sedaghat, his hostess, a group of friends had gathered 
to meet bim. In tbe afternoon Mr. Olinga paid a 
courtesy call on the Mayor of Port-of-Spain, Counsellor 
Hamilton Holder and refreshments were served to the 
party in the Mayor's office. A cordial conversation 
lasted for over an hour. Photographers and reporters 
were present, and the newspapers gave extensive cov
rage. Later Mr. Olinga recorded a lengthy interview 
on the Faith. Immediately following, Mr. Olinga ap
peared on a live broadcast on Radio Trinidad which 
lasted for fifteen minutes; next1 he appeared on the 
television show "Panorama." To complete the evening, 
Mr. Olinga went to Morvant and at the home of Mr. 

The visit to Trinidad and Tobago of Hand of th.e Cause Mr. Enoch Olinga: sHting, Mr. Olinga; standi.ng, left to Tight, The MayoT 
Counsellor Hamilton Holder; Mi.ss Shamsi Sedaghat, Mrs. Edna CaF€rty, Mr. Joel Caverly and Mr. Leopold Fraser. 
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Ervin Rocke, addressed a large crowd gathered there. 
On Sept. 3 jn the morning, MI'. Olinga paid a courtesy 

call to Senator Nicholas Simonette. He also visited the 
Governor-General, Sir Solomon Hachey at his resi
dence. The party who accompanied Mr. Olinga on 
official calls consisted of Mr. and Mrs. Joel Caverly, 
Miss Shamsi Sedaghat and Mr. Leopold Fraser. 

In the evening he addressed a large and appreciative 
audience at the Public Library Han, Port-of-Spain, on 
the topic "The Unity of Mankind." The Chairman, 
Senator Simonette, gave an illuminating presentation 
of the Faith. 

The Minister of Health and Local Government Dr. 
Max Awon also received a call from Mr. Olinga. At a 
luncheon in honor of Mr. DUnga on Friday, Oct. 4, 
among the guests were Dr. Hugh Spicer; Senator 
Nicholas Simonette; Mr. Hugh Harris, Permanent Sec
retary in the Ministry of Home Affairs; Miss Lynette 
Weston, Broadcasting Officer and a few Baha'is. 

On a visit to Tobago on Saturday, Oct. 5, Mr. Olinga 
addressed a large crowd at the Mason Hall Community 
Center. The wide series of activities and publicity in 
connection with itt undoubtedly accelerated the teach
ing work in Trinidad. 

Jan and Marvin Dryer visited Trinidad on Nov_ 
23rd, 1970. They recorded a song recital and interview 
for future use at the Government Broadcasting Unit 
and entertained at a concert for teachers and students 
at the Guardian Sports Club-in the afternoon and in 
the evening gave a second concel-t. The next morning 
they again recorded a song and instrumental presenta
tion which included an interview about the Faith. 

Mrs. Helen Hornby from Ecuador visited Trinidad. 
Miss ereadell Haley from Venezuela arrived on De
cember 23, 1970 for a month of teaching and consolida
tion. Two new pioneers, Mrs, Edna Caverly and Dr. 
Laverne B Johnson have arrived. Due to the continu
ing efforts of visitors, resident pioneers and native 
believers, a large number of the indigenous people of 
Trinidad and Tobago have embraced the Faith. It is 
planned that the election of the first National Spiritual 

GU€3ls at the opening of the Bahd'i Center in Woodbrool.:. 
FTom [eft to right: The Chief Justice of TTinidad and Tobago, 
SiT ATthur H. McShine; Miss Edna R, CaveTly: His Excellency 
the High Commissioner jor India, Mr. L. N. Ray; Miss Shamsi 
Sedaghat; the Mayor ot Port-ot-Spain, CounseUoT Hamilton 
Holder; MT. WiUred Hen.TY, Depu.ty Town Clerk; Barrister-at-

1.aw, -,"1:Jr. Shiva Persad. 
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Assembly of Trinidad and Tobago will take place in 
April 1971. 

Amatu'I-Baha Ruryiyyih Khanum visited Trinidad 
en May 7·10, 1970. She held three radio and one televi
sion interview. She paid courtesy calls on the acting 
Governor General of Trinidad and Tobago, Sir Arthur 
Hugh McShine and Lady McShine; the Mayor of Port
of-Spain, Counsellor Hamilton Holder; Mrs. Hugh Harris, 
Permanent Secretary to the Ministry of HOme Affairs. 
A luncheon party was given in her honor and attended 
by the Mayor of Pert-of-Spain, Counsellor Hamilton 
Holder and other high governmental officials. Riihiyyih 
Kh~mum talked to many Baha'is while visiting vi·llages 
in Trinidad. 

Hflnd of the Cause Amatu'Z-Bahd Riddyyih ~hanum 1Juys c~![ 
to the acting Governor General Of TTinidad Qnd Tobago. From 
Jeff to right· Il:IT~. Rhod:l V(IllgJI. Bahu·i piotieer: Lady Mc.Shine: 
Ama[u·l-Bald R1Udyyih K[1(illIWI: Sir Arthur McShine, the 
A{'tillf,l GOl'enlor GerleraL .,,"-Irs. Vio[ette NaJ£l.ijut'ani, Miss 

Shamsi Sedaghat, Baha'i pioneer. 

Counsellor's Deepening C0l1jerence December, J970 

T 
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Panama Temple Progress Report to January IS, 1971 

Un seasonal and heavy rains are still curtailing the 
progress of construction. To compensate for this, we 
have (weather permitting) been working the welding 
crew as late as 9:00 p.m. We expect the 4-ton 145·foot 
boom mobile crane on Monday. January 18. This crane 
will be used to move the ribs into place; also the big 
steel girders which will form the base for the forms to 
support the reinforcing steel of the dome and hold them 
in the proper alignment conforming to the parabolic 
curve. 

The forms and reinforcing steel for the top star are 
nearly completed. The forms for nine large and nine 
small perimeter arches aTe well along the way towards 
completion. Paving slabs and steps are being cast and 
TJi3Z y Guardia are dOing a good job. We will close all 
openings in the wing walls by Guniting the ho1es closed. 
This is to avoid cracks and shrinkage on the interior 
surfaces. 

All other work is in -progress and our only concern is 
to get enough dry weather so that the dome can be 
completed during the dry season. Wet ground will cut 
the work time of the crane as it cannot move on wet 
and slippery surfaces. This, however, will not delay the 
completion date of December 1, 1971 as there is plenty 
of time for the remaining work. 

Drawings for a circu1ar water tank and engineering 
data have just been received from Diaz y Guardia. As 
soon as they submit the cost data, all information will 
be forwarded to all parties concerned. 

We are still awaiting the design of the rest rooms and 
caretaker's cottage, parking and immediate temple 
area, as well as layout and instructions for "The 
Greatest Name." We should like to receive these as 
soon as possible as on occasions we have used equip· 
ment on site for other purposes which would be more 
economically used sometimes for the above mentioned 
projects. 

All work on the temple is meeting highest standards 
of quality and accuracy due to the conscientious work 
being done by a young engineer, Mr. Gonzales, who is 
being kept on the site full time by Diaz y Guardia. We 
are most fortunate to have him available to us as it has 
made the task less difficult for all. 

MARCH 1971 



IAHA"i NEWS 11 

World Religion Day in Vietnam 

World Religion Day in Vietnam. Speak-ers are, 
from left to right: Rev. FatheT Nguyen-Hoa-Nhd 
(Catholic), Mr, Nguyen- Vdn-Loi (Bah.d'i Auxil
iary Board Member), Mr. Nguyen-Cong-Rieu 
(prominent perron), Mr. Le C4n (Bah.d'i Vice
Chairman Of the National Spiritual Assembly), 
Revenmd thfch-Giac-Duc (Buddhbf monk). 

Over a thousand people including leaders and repre
sentatives of the Government, the unions, and religious 
officials gathered on January 10 at the ThongNhat Hall 
to observe the Tenth World Religion Day in this country. 

The theme of the Conference was !'The Mission of 
Religons Towards the Actual Situation." Mr. Nguyen 
Cong Rieu also known as Ba Lieu and Mr. Nguyen van 
Loi Baha'i Board Member were co-Chairmen of the 
meeting. They introduced the following distinguished 
speakers: Reverend Thich Giac Duc Professor at the 
Van Hanh University, Reverend Father Nguyen Hoa 
Nha Representative of the Catholic Church and Mr. Le 
Can Vice-Chairman of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of Vietnam. 

The organizing committee proposed that the con
gress of the representatives gathered for the obser
vance of World Religion Day request and petition the 
Government to formally declare a Sunday in January 
as "World Religion Day." 

Present a.t this Conference were representatives of 

the Unified Buddhist Association; Reverend Father Hb 
Van Vui represented Archbishop Nguyen van Binh of 
the Saigon diocese; Mr. Le Lac Chairman of the Nation
al Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Vietnam; Rev. 
erend Father Cao, van Luan; Reverend Father Ho Ngoc 
Thu representative of the Apostolic Delegation; Rever
end Father Ho Thien; Senator Son-Thai Nguyen Chair
man of the Theravada Laymen Association; Mr. Ngo 
van Ninh, representative of Luong Trong Tuong of the 
Hoa-Hao Buddhist Sect; lawyer Trim Ngoc, Lieng 
Chairman of the National Progre:)sive Force; Mr. Vu 
Thang, Chairman of the Oriental Medicine Association; 
Senator Tdm Duy Don; Deputy Huynh Dieu and other 
personalities in the Capital. 

The function was reported by twenty daily newspa
pers. Clippings were sent to Baha'i News totaling 
ninety·one inches, which included three front page top 
headlines. News also came about the event by radio, 
television and newsreel in the cinemas. This volume of 
publicity was found to be very helpful in proclamation 
and teaching. 

Representatives of the GOt.'e'rnment and religious leaden at the tenth. World Religion Day in Vietnam January 1971. 
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First National Convention and National Election 

of Guyana, Surinam and French Guiana 
The /irst National Convention of the Baha'is of Guyana, Surinam and French Guiana, held in GeoTgetown, Guyana, May 2-3, 1970. 
Seated on front TOW, [eft to tiaftt: M-rs. VtoleUe Nafdtjcivani; Cau.nse[[or Mr. Hooper Dunbar of the Continental Board; Hand of the 
Caw-e of God Amatu'l-Baha RuQ,iyyih Khanum; Counsellor Mrs. Betty Reed, also T(>pTI!!'Sentative of the National SpiTitua~ Assem
bly oj the Bahd.'is of the British Isles; Counsellor Don Witzel: and Knight of BaM.'u'Uci.h Mr. Hart Friedland. 

nf',rt National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'fs of Guyana~ Surinam and French Guiana with Hand of the Cause and. Continental 
Board of CounseHor3. StandinQl are assembly membeTS, left to right: Mr. Hm.", Dolphin, M.,.s, E'i!.een Hill. Mr. August Holland. 
Mr.r. EUen Widmer, Mr. Jamsh.id Arjoma'll.di, M-rs. Daisy Hah.n/eld, MT. Ivan FTazer, Miss Cheryl Piene, MT. Rivadavia dB SUt:rB. 

Seated: Left to Right: Mrs. Violette Na1:cl1jeivani, Continental Board of Counsellors Mr. Hooper Dunbar; Hand of the Cause of God 
Amatu'l-BaM Rii-tlhnlih .{qtanum; Continental Board of Coun8e[10Ts. member Mr,s. Betty Reed (Tepresenting the National Spirit
uaJ Assembly Of the Bahci'is of the British. I,des) and Mr, Donald Witzel. 
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Victories in Bermuda 
"A Spiritual Charge No Force Can Resist" 

The fire of the love of God has spread in recent 
months to Bermuda where progress for the Faith has 
already been marked by a number of victories with 
more in prospect for the immediate future. 

Surely this has been caused by the united efforts of 
the Bermuda believers, in complete obedience, as re
ferred to by the Universal House of Justice: 

H •• , a constant activity throughout the world of 
teaching and administration-a perpetual movement 
... within the Baha'i community, which is the real 
cause of its growth .... local spiritual assemblies 
facing difficult problems, devising new plans, 
shouldering responsibility ... these constant services 
attract the confirmation of Bahft'u'llah . , . and ... 
release into the world a spiritual charge ... which 
must eventually bring about the complete triumph of 
the Cause.' (Wellspring of Guidance, pp. 104-5) 
In December the BaM.'! Marriage Act of 1970 was 

made law with its signing by his ,Excellency the Gover· 
nor of Bermuda Lord Martonmere. This legislation 
gives authority for the performing of Baha'i marriages 
according to the laws of the Faith and stipulates that 
any person satisfying conditions for a Baha'i marriage 
may have this ceremony. 

Membership in the Baha'i community has grown in 
the past year by more than sixty percent and there is 
accelerated activity: The holding of regular fireSides, 
social events, and a program of maSS teaching which 
includes activities planned by youth such as a Baha'i 
music group, talks to students and the placing of books 
on the Faith in school libraries. 

Special events days have been marked with public 
meetings and good publicity in all media: radio, tele· 
VISIOn and the newspapers. In observance of 
Baha'u'llah's Birthday the film "The New Wind" was 
shown on television. 

Conferences and seminars held at frequent intervals 
have been well attended and spark renewed enthu· 
siasm for teaching. 

At present a program for mass teaching in the city of 
Hamilton and in each of the nine parishes of Bermuda 
is in progress. On each Sunday afternoon for two Baha'i 
months beginning in January the city of Hamilton is to 
be visited by Baha'is in pairs and the Baha'i Center is 
kept open by believers acting as coordinators. Simi
larly. in each parish, teams visit definite areas such as 
clubs schools and homes. 
Th~ Nine Year Plan goal for Bermuda is the for

mation of two local spiritual assemblies and the settling 
of five localities. Of the nine parishes and two incor
porated cities where spiritual assemblies ca~ ~e 
formed the present objective is to form two at RlC;lvan 
1971 and hopefully asemblies in all nine parishes by the 
end of the Nine Year Plan. The goal of five localities is 
alr-eady met. 

The first Baha'i funeral was held in January for Mr. 
Larry Stines. who has been an active supporter o~ t~e 
Faith in Bermuda for many years. At present It IS 

hoped that the Baha'is will be granted a part of the 
Parish Cemetery in Pembroke for Baha'i burials. 

The spirit of whole hearted and unified partiCipation 
in spreading the Cause of God shown by the believers in 

Lonl Ma-rtonmere, Governor of Bermuda, signs- the BaM'( 
Marriage Act into law. He told the Baha'is that he signed the 
bill within ten minutes of receiving it and added that he 
would be happy to cooperate in eVIn"V wall possible. 

Bermuda will undoubtedly enable them to achieve 
many noteworthy victories. 

Bahli'ls Manage Radio Stations 
It WaS almost too good to be true---on Christmas day 

1970, all three ZBM radio stations in Bermuda were 
taken over by members of the Bermuda Baha'i Com. 
munity. 

Since the day was a public holiday, the radio sta
tions~along with most businesses open that day-were 
only staffed with skeleton crews. 

By sheer coincidence (?) the three outlets operated 
by ZBM Radio were all manned by Baha'is. 

Lee Johnson, the Chairman of the Local Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of Bermuda, was in control on 
ZBM FM; Leighton Rochester manned the controls of 
ZBM·1; while Lee Harvey was the disc jockey on duty 
at ZBM-2. 

All three stations are housed in the same building. 
and from early morning until mid-afternoon the only 
personnel around the stations were the three Baha'is. 

As if that wasn't enough-at one point during the 
ZBM FM programming, Lee Johnson offered what he 
termed "a prayer for Christmas." Then, with tradition
al Christmas music playing in the background, he read 
the Baha'i Unity Prayer for the listening audience. 

Needless to say. this really made the day for all the 
Baha'is in Bermuda who were listening. 

We can foresee the day when the public will stop 
celebrating Christmas from the social and commercial 
aspect, and concentrate on the spiritual meaning of the 
event. When that happens, we may even think back to 
Christmas of 1970 when the majority of Bermuda~s 
radio audience were tuned in to Baha'is on the air. 

Harvey and Rochester work full·time at ZBM Radio, 
while Johnson now works only on weekends and holi
days after seven or eight years in full-time employment 
of the company. 
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Hand of the Cause Enoch Olinga Visits Papua 

and New Guinea 

MARCH \971 

Hand of the Cause of God Enoch Olinga, arrived in 
Papua, New Guinea on December 2, 1970. He spent 
two weeks traveHing through the country visiting vari· 
aus centers and during that time also visited the 
Solomon Islands. 

Hand of the Cause Enoch Ohnga with friends at hi.s 
departure from the airp01't at GOToka, New Guinea. 

While in this land he was able to visit Port Moresby, 
Goroka, Rabaul. Medina in New Ireland and Lae. In 
Port Moresby he had several interviews with the press 
and radio and these interviews resulted in very favor
able national coverage On his visit, arousing subse· 
quent interest in the Faith from many areas. His 
presence was a great inspiration to the beHevers. 

In spite of the shortage of time he was able to visit 
five villages where Baha'is reside. These visits gave 
great joy to the believers and to the Hand of the Cause 
himself. 

Hand oj the Ca.use Enoch Olinga in the uiUage 0/ Arufa, New 
Guinea., with. Baha'is of that vWage. 

Hand of the Cause Enoch OUnga with friends at Port Moresby. 
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Proclamation in Belize 
Two new and successful proclamation efforts have 

recently been undertaken in Belize, augmenting the 
extensive publicity for the Faith attained through the 
visit of Hand of the Cause Enoch Olinga, in July. 

On November 14th and 15th the Bahais manned a 
booth at the Agricultural Fair~ held this year at the new 
Capital of Belmopan, some fifty miles west of Belize 
City. With short time for preparation, an attractive 
booth was achieved with posters, a large display of 
books and mounted photographs of Baha'i properties 
and inter-racial groups, 

The booth proved a magnet to draw a continuous 
crowd throughout the two days. Many pamphlets were 
given out, a good many books and pamphlets sold and 
many questions asked, some inquirers staying a long 
time to discuss the Faith, Three on·the~spot declara· 
tions resu1ted with many promising to read and investi· 
gate further. 

The Premier and other officia1s complimented the 
Baha'is highly on the booth and we were later officially 
thanked for participating. We 'were the only religious 
group represented and as the fair drew people from all 
the districts the seeds were widely sown. 

The second and larger proclamation event came with 
the long awaited visit of Jan and Marvin Dreyer on 
their tour of fifteen cOWlties, ours being the thirteenth. 

Publicity on the radio was continuous for the full 
eight days. Their arrival and their charity concert later 
were given top space on the newscasts and daily 
announcements followed their activities throughout the 
country. All three of our local newspapers gave excel· 
lent stories, two giving large front page space on their 
background, tour and itinerary here. They were inter· 
viewed on the radio and sang two songs the afternoon of 
their arrival, which was broadcast that night and heard 
throughout the country, as we have only the one 
government station. 

That same night, December 23, they were present
ed at the Capital, Belmopan. to an audience of about 
sixty persons and. in spite of a power failure in the 
middle of their slide program, all stayed to hear the full 
message. On Christmas eve they sang in two villages. 
each bringing out over 100 to hear them. On Christmas 
night they gave an open air concert in the far west town 
of San IgnaCio and showed the slides to the enjoyment 
of more than 200. The next night, still a holiday here, 
they delighted an invited audience of around 250 at 
Bliss Auditorium in Be1ize City, with such prolonged 
and enthusiastic applause that they often had to wait 
before they could continue. Again the slide program 
and commentary was most effective in presenting the 
Message and many said afterwards that it was the first 
time they had really understood what the Baha'i Faith 
was. 

On the Sunday they sang at Corozal, 100 miles to the 
north and the 200 attending were most receptive to the 
Faith. Monday found them in Burrel Boom, near Belize 
City, where. in the Community Center, some 150 warm
ly responded. On Tuesday the 29th, they gave a Charity 
performance in Belize City at a large motion picture 
house. donated by the owner, in aid of a Fund for 
enlargement of the Children's Ward at the Belize Hos
pital. Despite much publicity and posters only around 
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250 persons attended as holiday spending seemed to 
have emptied the pocketbooks but their singing was 
highly appreciated and all seemed much impressed 
with the slides, several hard·boiled scoffers saying at 
the end that they had entirely changed their minds 
about the Faith. We have at least started a Fund for the 
hospital and won much good will from the authorities, 

We are most grateful for the eight days the Dreyers 
spent with us and all were captivated by them and by 
their young son, Tracy, who had joined their plane in 
Salvador for the last lap of their tour, only Honduras 
and Guatemala remaining to be visited. We feel that 
wide-spread proclamation was achieved which will, in 
future, bring rich results. Fourteen new adult believers 
were enrolled at the time of the concerts and many 
more may be expected. 

Jan and Marvin Dreyer, folk singeTs, touring Latin America. 

Spiritual Assembly of Palm Springs, California 
Incof'1)orated Januarv 1971. 

Front Row -left to right: Corinne Jewen, MaTguerite SeaTS, 
J e3'sica Bryant ane! A lice Hendershot. 

Back Row-left to righ.t: Thomas Funk~ LeTOll Segundo, J 0-
anne Saxelby, Alfonso Lockett and Roger White. 
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Activities lLltlt the Dominican RepubHc 

Presenting The Proclamation of Baha.'u'Uah to the GOt.'ernadora 
of province Duarte, of the Dominican Republic. Left to right: 
Rafael Bensonl Secretary, Nationa! Spiritual Assembly of the 
Dominican Republic: Senora Juana CastHIano. Govenr:adora 
oj the province Duarte; Dale Woods, Baha'i pionee-r; Ester
vino Paulino, ChaiTman of the Assembly of San Francisco de 
Mac-oris. 

BaM'! scnool held in Naf1U4. Dominican Republic, one oj the many held tnroughout the country this yeaT. Included in the 
photo aTe Dale Woods, Maria Aybar, Rafael Benson and Mrs. Benson (abovE' center with dark glasses), Rafael F. Pena, in.
structo'f' fOT the da,1I (above top TOW); and many Bahd.'is and the-iT chiktren. 
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Proclamation Volume presented to Asantehene of Ghana 
The pl-esentation of The Prodamation of Bahci'u'lltih 

to the Asantehene in Kumasi, Ghana, marks a point of 
history of the Faith in Ghana. It occurred at the 
Manhyia Palace in Kumasi on Nov. 20, 1970. Mrs. Geral
dine Ankrah, American pioneer to Ghana was instru
mental in making the presentation. 

The Asantehene has recently been called to high 
office in a ceremony called ~'the Enstoolment" in which 
he ascends the Golden Stool and presides over the 
Ashanti House of Chiefs. The name of the new Asan
tehene is Otumfuo Opoku Ware II, and His Honor is 
also known as Nana Poku. A barrister by profession, he 
has served in many high positions. 

He was elected first President of the African Civil 
Aviation Commission and was appointed as Ghana's 
Ambassador-designate to Italy. 

A round-about series of events led to the presentation 
~f the volume. Pioneer Mrs. Geraldine Ankrah pre
sented Baha'i literature to the bank manager of Bal'
clays in Kumasi in opening a checking account for the 
L<:Ical Assembly, and in .doing so became acquainted 
with a bank clerk who attended firesides. Discussing the 
recent Enstcolment of the Asantehene, Mrs. Ankrah 
mentioned her desire to present The Proclamation oj 
Bahci'u'l!cih! which was presented to many important 
personages. Her friend suggested contacting the pri
vate secretary of the Asantehene. Two visits were 

made to the private secretary in making arrangements, 
and finally the date arrived. 

Mrs. Ankrah wrote: ·'The big black official car ar
rived. Immediately an attendant held up a huge um
brella over the door and the Asantehene stepped out. 
We stood up and he personally greeted each of us. The 
Secretary introduced each person and read an intro
duction to the Faith. At this point I presented the 
Santchene with the book. He said he was sure he 
would be a better Christian after reading it. We talked 
about twenty minutes on his travels in the United 
States. He said that if we had any problems to come to 
him. He promised to read the book in a month.t' 

Deepening Courses in Bolivia 

A soccer team conlposed of sonte oj the Ba/Hi'is 
attending a Deepening Study Course in DruTU, 
Bolivia, No~'embeT 4-8, 1970. They played a 
fTiendly football game with a non-Baha'i team 
in the city of OTUru on the last afternoon oJ 
~he ,gathering. 

Volunteer teachers attending a five day Deep
ening Study Course at Chuquisaca, Boltvia, 
N01:ember 18-22, 197Q. 
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Pioneer to Maldive Islands - Fills Goal 
of South East Asia 

Miss Martharoot Tebyani. seated near microph.one, with. princi
pal oj school in Male. standing, and Ministers of Finance, Agri. 

cI/Uure and Education of the local government. 

Miss Mortharoot Tebyani. in center witPt principa~ and teachers 
of .rehoo! in Maldive Islands. 

Miss Martharoot Tebyani, a pioneer from fran, is 
fulfilling one of the goals of South East Asia while 
studying at the University of Ceylon. Along with person
al proc1amations, she was recently interviewed by a 
Ceylonese newspaper. The paper mentioned the name 
of Baha'u'IHih, and gave the Baha'i teachings on prog
ressive revelation, the oneness of religions, and educa
tion for women. The article went on to say that Miss 
Tebyani had come to the island not only to study 
Buddhism at the University, but also to spread the 
"Baha'i gospel" with E'unconcealed religious zeaL" 

Miss Martharoot Tebyani is the youngest of eight 
children, and moved from her home in Teheran to 
India to study psychology at the Punjab University for 
one and one-half years. She was named after the first 
Hand of The Cause of God from the United States: Miss 
Martha Root. Her life-style as well as her name is 
modeled after Miss Root. Martha Root traveled around 
the world four times teaching the Faith of Baha'u'llilh 
in out-of·the-way villages on every continent. At Miss 
Root's death in 1939 she was appointed a Hand of The 
Cause by Shoghi Effendi, Guardian of the Baha'i 
Faith. 
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Focus on Maori: 
Exhibit in T aumarunui, New Zealand 

A very successful race relations project was carried 
out by Rob Bowater In Taumarunui. He organized and 
conducted an exhibition entitled Focus on Maori with 
the aims of presenting the Maori culture to the Euro
peans, rekindling in the Maoris an interest in their 
heritage and at the same time uniting the people from 
all the different tribes in the Taumarunui district. 

One upper Wanganui River Maori elder was made 
happy when told h,e should listen to the voice of God in 
his heart an:d uphold the beliefs of his ancestors in 
preference to those of the church. 

Me. Charles Bennett, former High Commissioner in 
Malaysia, opened the show and said it was a remark
able exercise in race relations. Climax of the five-day 
exhibition was a Family Day when hundreds arrived to 
watch the carving, taniko and basket-making demon
strations and to enjoy a hangi dinner. That evening the 
district's newly formed cultural clubs performed to a 
packed hall. Rob was accorded a glowing tribute for his 
efforts from a prominent Maori elder. Taumarunui is 
still talking about it. It augers well for spreading the 
Faith in the future. 

Off Campus Baha'i Club-Sonoma 
State College, California 

The Of} Campus Baha'i ctub of Sonom.a State CoUege present
ing The Proclamation of Baha'u'llah to the College President 
Eay[ W. JOnes. From left to right: Paula Stafford, Coojan K. 

Penny, Rob Siege!, Judy Stuber. 

Beginning on Monday, Nov. 8, the club set up three 
display cases in the library consisting of the writings 
of Bahii'u'llah and using the new posters bearing His 
Name. The regular fireside-dinner was also held this 
night. On Tuesday the club gathered for its usual 
meeting. On Wednesday, pamphlets were distributed 
announcing the showing of '~A New Wind" and giving 
some basic facts on the Baha'i Faith. On the birth of 
Baha'u'Uah the week climaxed in the showing of "A 
New Wind," the manning of an information and book 
table outside the cafeteria, and the presentation of The 
Prodamation of Baha'u'Ucih to the President of the 
college, Earl W. Jones. We were most surprised when 
the President gave us a fireside on unity. His closing 
remark was that he was "spiritually with us"~ 

IT 
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Progress In Laos 
Eighteen :;.oul::;. embraced the Faith in Nakhon Pha

nom, a Thai border town facing the town of Thakkek, 
last October. This jubilant achievement heralded the 
first town along the Mekong river strip to come under 
the Thai Border Teaching Project of our National Spiri
tual Assembly, It is fervently hoped, that this would 
start to link the towns included jn cur teaching goal 
along this area, which will have their local spiritual as
sembly by next Ric;ivan. 

The lengthy porch-living room of Mr. Janphanh's 
residence at Ban N ong Pheu. Thakkek was overflowing 
to capacity when the Baha'is at Thakkek area gathered 
to hold their local conference on the 19th of September. 
Fifty believers came from several Baha'i villages, 
which included several "Po Bans" (village chieftains) 
and "Tasengs" (area heads). 

Laotian, Chinese and Vi(,!~naJHese Baha'i youths gatheTed in 
[01.'e and unity at [he Savannakhet's ATea Conference last 19lh 

Of SeptemheT, 1970. 

From the central town of Thakkek came Mr. Van
thong, and a pioneer from Savannakhet. Mr. Vanthong 
spoke extemporaneously about the Faith, his ex
perience in attending a Baha'i Conference at Singapore 
several years back; the importance of giving to the 
Fund, etc. Notab1e waS the absence of alcohol during 
the meal. Instead, ovaltine and fruit beverages were 
served. 

"Alcohol is forbidden in the Baha'i Faith," said Mr. 
Janphanh. 

So, our believers are learning, and they are taking 
serious1y what is forbidden in the Faith. 

The Conference was a success, the number of the 
believers attending was mOre than what was expected. 

The Savannakhet Area Conference was held on the 
26-27 of September, The two nights Conference was, as
yet, the most memorable gathering witnessed in this 
community. On the first night the narrow Baha'i Cen
ter was congested. With almost fifty in attendance some 
stood up in the adjoining kitchen. 

The talks planned for deepening were not strictly 
followed as the friends brought in some of their non
Baha'i friends. The spiritual atmosphere generated an 

impact to those \Ilho just heard of the Faith for the first 
time. Their reactions to the talks were reciprocal and 
several asked intelligent questions. 

From Thakkek came Mr. Janphanh and Mr. Kham
piang. Mr, Janphanh spoke about 'Religious Unity,' 
He brought down th£'" house with his hUITLOL The talk 
he prepared was well received. Mr. Khampiang, 
charmed the listeners \,-'ith the talk he and Mr. J an
phanh gave on "The Baha'i Faith." The importantce of 
prayer \\'as the talk which opened the Conference. 

The second night of the Conference was given over 
to the new seekers, although the number in attendance 
was far less than the first night. The result was two 
declarations from that memorable evening. Several 
more are expected to declare their faith soon! 

Sevet·al more seeds are newly planted in this very re-

"Alcohol is forbidd(,!n in the Baha'i Faith." said Mr. Janphanh. 
Instead he served ovaltine and fruit bet,erages at the local 
conference at TPtakkek tast 19th September, 1970, which fte 
hosted. Here he is .<:een speaking to the youths at Sallunnakhet's 
t1rea Con/erenre. 

An artire Baha'i from one Of the to'illages at Thakkek urea, 
Mr. Janphanh is seTving the Faith part-time. 

ceptive town. Two Baha'i youths from Vientiane came 
unexpectedly to the Conference. 

Paksong, a small hilly town 54 kilometers northeast 
of Pakse, was opened to the Faith last September. 

Seven Laotians and three Laotheung who constitute 
the newly declared believers from this town are truly 
remarkable. With the spirit they showed very soon an 
increase in the number of believers will be witnessed! 

Mr. Khamphanh has already brought a soul into 
the Faith, the very day he declared. Mr, Pola, seventy 
years of age, shared the book New Garden in Lao, to 
the monks at a nearby Buddhist Temple, happily an
nouncing that this is the first religion which will 
unite an religious beliefs and ideals. 
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Guan/lcaste, Costa Rica 
For the first time since the beginning of the Nine 

Year Plan in Costa Rica, the teaching goals are within 
sight, due mainly to the recent success in Guanacaste, 
an agricultural area bordering on the Pacific Coast, 
and dotted with small towns and villages of from fifty to 
a few thousand persons each. 

Work had been started there some years ago, but had 
been practically abandoned, due to lack of traveling 
teachers. Upon analyzing where the needed nineteen 
local assemblies could be established, to fill the total 
of forty·five required by the Nine Year Plan, Guana· 
caste seemed the only possibility. so a plan was made 
by the National Spiritual Assembly of Costa Rica and 
the Resident Counsellor. 

The first step was the settlement as pioneers of 
Samuel and Teresa Garcia and their four children, 
na tive Costa Ricans, in February 1970. Through their 
strenuous and sacrificial efforts, the eight Local Assem
blies were resuscitated by Ric;lvan. Then followed a 
series of teaching visits by Auxiliary Board member 
Edith McLaren, Ken and Marty Rutan and family, 
Resident Counsellor Artemus Lamb, Auxiliary Board 
member Hedi Ahmadiyeh with pioneers Rodney 
Hughes and Razi Fereidani. AbotIt November 1 U.S. 
pioneers Rodney and Eleanor Hughes and three chil
dren, and the Persian pioneer Razi Fereidani, also 
wenfto settle in the area. On December 8 and 9 a most 
successful deepening institute was held for a limited 
number of native Baha'is selected for their devotion, 
sincerity and capacity. from one-half of the area, and 
with the help of the resident pioneers, United States 
pioneers Russ and Jeanette Roberts and daughters, and 
Resident Counsellor Artemus Lamb and his wife Dee. 
The same institute will be repeated on January 9 and 
10, for the other half of the area. 

The results so far are: eight of the local spiritual 
Assemblies and many groups and believers reactivat
ed; some 400 new believers; many new villages 
opened; ten villages with sufficient numbers to elect 
local assemblies next Ridvan and whose number will 
undoubtedly be greater by that time. Now, God willing, 
native teachers will be developed to carry on and ex
pand the work. 

Teach.ers' Institute, Rio Grande, Guanacaste, Costa Rica. 
Second row: Second and third from lett, pioneers Samuel and 
Teresa Ga1'cia 
Back row: Fourth from right. Resident Counsellor Artemus 
Lamb and his wife Dee just in front of him. 

I nstituto Dr. U go Giachery 
Alajuel.a, Costa Rica 

Lunchtime 

Bangkok, Thailand: a Fireside with 
Professor Avaregan 

Professor Husayun Avaregan shown at one of the 
many firesides arranged during his visit to Bangkok 
from September 29th to October 12th. These firesides 
were attended by students from the Bangkok School of 
Industrial Technology where Mr. Peruma1. a pioneer 
from Malaysia, is a teacher. As a result of these 
firesides two students became Baha'is. 

At a lecture given at the Alliance Francaise, Profes
sor Avaregan spoke about the meaning of life accord
ing to some of the greatest scientific thinkers of the 
modern age and their faith in its spiritual purpose. 

Professor Avaregan, a pioneer to Italy, made a tour 
of South East Asia to help and encourage the Baha'is at 
the request of the Universal House of Justice. 

IT 
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Report from Tacoma, Washington 
The volume The PP"Odamation of Bahci'u'lhih was pre

sented to Mayor Joe Vraves of Fife, Wa.shington and to 
Mayor Gordon T. Johnston of Tacoma, Washington. 
Several other pieces of literature were presented to 
these mayors. The Human Rights Year activities report 
was given to the mayor of Tacoma. 

Visits with the two mayors were most cordial. In 
meeting with Mayor Vraves, instead of a short meeting 
over coffee as expected, the visit lasted over an hour. 
Lyle Ames and George Galinkin were asked many 
questions about the Faith and the Mayor asked to be 
notified of the coming public meeting. Mrs. Julie 
Frank, Sue and Loyd Myatt and George Galinkin 
presented books and other materials to Mayor Johns
ton. The mayor had been home ill but he got out of bed 
to keep his appointment to receive the books. He asked 
many serious questions about the Faith and asked each 
person present something ~bout his religious back
ground, why he became a Baha '} and what the Faith 
had done for each in their personal life. He offered his 
assistance in whatever way he could to the Baha'i 
community of Tacoma. 

Three books were presented to the Fife High School 
librarian. Two books for children were presented to the 
Tacoma Public Library, Children's Division. Baha'. lit
erature was presented to the editor of the Pierce County 
Herald, a weekly county newspaper published in Puyal~ 
lup, Washington. Baha'i literature was also presented 
to the editor of the Tacoma Facts and a new black 
weekly in Tacoma. 

A public meeting with Dr. Daniel Jordan on Decem
ber 30 in Fife, Washington, was announced with fifteen 
posters placed in black business houses in Tacoma, 
also in the shopping area where the meeting was held. 
Two prayer and planning sessions were held in ad
vance at the location of the public meeting. A thousand 
invitations were mailed in Tacoma-Pierce County; 
special announcements were mailed to schools, teach
ers and educators in the area. 

Leila GaHnkin age eight, pTe'senting two Baha'i books jar 
children to tn-°e children's division Hbrarian of the pu.blic 

libTaT1l at Tacoma, Washington. 

Over 130 attended the public meeting with about fifty 
non-Baha'is present. Fol1owa up evaluations and firesides 
were held. An increase in fireside attesdance \"'as noted 
with several declarations within several days after the 
public meeting. 

The Proclamation of Baha"u'llah being presented to the May
or of Tacoma. Washington. Gordon T. Johns-ton. Represent
ing rhe Bahci:i Community are: [eff to right. julie Frank. Loyd 

Myatt. George Galinkin and Sue Myatt with the Mayor. 

Sarawak Officials 
Receive Proclamation Volume 

1'hc Proclamation of Baha'u'lIah being presented to the 
t.:olulIle The Proclamation of Baha·u·l1ah. (fourth in picture). 
Baha'is making the presentation are: (left to right) Mr. Thin
athaya[an. Mr. Bobby Wee. Dr. John Fozdar and Mr. Among 
anak Nyanggau. Volumes weTe also presented to the Hon. Mr. 
Stephen Yang, Deputy Chief Mini~teT Of Sarawak; Speaker of 
CouncH Negri, Mr. WWiam Tan and PT€sident of the Kuching 

M u.n icipa l Council 
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Developments in West Bengal, India 
The Baha'is 01 Radhaballavataia in Joynagar made 

extensive plans for a public meeting \Ivhich was schcd4 
uled for 8 November. Late on the evening of the 7th a 
crowd of hostile Muslims began to gather in front of the 
meeting place, only to disperse and re·gather each time 
in larger force, until finally a crowd of SOme 2,000 
gathered and shouting that they would not allow such a 
meeting to take place tore down the platform, destroy
ing it. A number of the Bahatis were injured and local 
Hindus began to defend them causing a melee which 
was ultimately quelled by the arrival of the police. 

Inasmuch as the Muslims insisted that such a meet
ing could not be held during the month of Ramadan the 
police requested the Baha'is to postpone their meeting. 
The friends agreed to this but following consultation, 
decided to hold the meeting in a nearby town, where 
they first obtained police permission. Again the Mus· 
lims, learning of the newly scheduled meeting tried to 
disrupt it but police protection was given and the 
meeting went forward with some 300 people present. 

Having failed in the second attempt to despoil the 
meeting, the Muslims asked the electrician who in· 
stalled the microphones to arrange a tape recording of 
the Baha'i talks. The Baha'i speakers were, of course 
unaware that the talks they were giving were being 
taped but spoke of progressive revelation and of Mu .. 
hammad wHh great love and honor. 

In an effort to prove the harmful influence of the 
Faith, the tape was then played to the Muslims in a 
nearby Mosque. 

Later the same 'evening the District Magistrate vis· 
ited one of the Baha'is to assure him that the leader of 
the houblesome group had been atrested. Several of 
the Muslims who had heard the tape recorded talk 
approached the Baha'is to offer apologies for their 
behavior which they admitted was based on ignorant 
assumptions. The object of the meeting was amply 
fulfilled with the Message reaChing the ears of many 
more people than had ever before heard of the Baha'i 
Teachings. 

(From Baha'i International News Service, Haifa.) 

Italian Summer School at Igea Marina 
The eighth Italian Summer SchOOl took place at Igea Marina, on the Adriatic coast, Sept. 12-21, 1970. Among the 
guests at the school were Mrs. Gloria Faizi 'who gave a brilliant course on the history of religion and the Dawn 
BreakeTS; Continental Board member Miss Annelise Bopp who explained the function of the Hands of the Cause, the 
Continental Board members and Auxiliary Board members. Mr. Kamran from Belgium spoke on Baha'i Economics 
explaining Baha'u'llab's teachings on the solution of the economic problem afflicting the world today. The evenings 
were devoted to discussion of the Nine Year Plan and On experiences in pioneering. Mrs. Faizi told about her life 
as a pioneer in Arabia, Mr. Speranza spoke on his recent experiences in Uruguay and Miss Linda Marshall on 
present activities in the United States. Almost 300 people participated with friends attending from seventeen coun
tries. The youth? nUmerous in attendance, participated in the organization of the program contributed to the suc
cess of the school which was blessed by the declaration of nine new believers. 

T 
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EI Salvador International Fair 

The International Fair of El Salvador is a biennial 
event now registered as a World's Fair. Two years ago 
the Baha'is of El Salvador had such success with their 
booth at the Fair that this year they determined to 
make their stand the focal point of a proclamation 
program. 

A non-Baha'i aviator volunteered to drop leaflets 
from his plane free of charge for the believers. His offer 
was accepted and 30,000 leaAets were printed which 
stated the twelve principles of the Cause and repeated 
the theme of the Fair booth. These leaflets were dropped 
over thirteen cities from one end of the country to the 
other. They were designed as invitations to ~isit the 
booth at the Fair or to inquire at local Baha 'f Centers 
for further information about the Faith. 

The National Spiritual Assembly reports that corre
spondence has been received with inquiries from per
sons who received the leaflets dropped over their cities, 

There were an estimated 400,000 visitors to the Fair 
who were introduced to the name of the Faith and to 
the name of the Blessed Beauty, The Baha'is attending 
the booth distributed 72,050 pamphlets to people who 
passed the booth, Thirty-five percent of those receiving 
literature entered the booth for further information. 
More than 1,000 people asked for correspondence 
courses on the Faith, leaving their names and ad
dresses. 
(From Baha'i InteTnational News SeTvice, Haifa.) 

EI Salvador Schodl- in January 

The Baha'i Summer School in EI Salvador was a 
smashing success. Beginning Friday night the second 
of Sharaf (the first of January) we were not only 
blessed with the great turnout of mOre than fifty-five 
people but also with the presence and greetings of 
Continental Board of Counsellors member Mr. Artemus 
Lamb. Saturday. twenty-five more youths and adults 
showed up with about half a dozen additional children. 

There was a class on the Hidden Words by Mr. 
Artemus Lamb~ and another on Baha'i Administration 
held under the shade of a giant tree overlooking green 
valleys and mountains. The "Nineteenth Day Feast" 
and "How to Hold an Election" were presented in 
drama form with the view of Lake Illopango and the 
Pacific Ocean in the distance. Talks on daily prayer, 
alcohol, fasting, and marriage laws were held in an 
atmosphere of discussion with everyone joining in the 
qu.estions and answers, 

There were displays of books in Spanish and local 
Baha'i activities portrayed in photographs. There was 
also singing and football. The evenings were spent in 
playing Baha'i games (like charades ... quotes from 
the writings, lines from Baha'i songs, etc.) and the 
lights of the capital, San Salvador, twinkling under the 
bright moon made a backdrop for the side show and 
dancing which followed. 

The weekend was further highlighted with youth 
declarations, donations to the national fund, and atten
dance of a group of Baha'is from one of our materially 
poor communities. 
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Sunday continued with more of the same except with 
our spirits soaring as the final hours of the school went 
by. And finally, closing prayers with chanting in Per
sian. 

A Baha'i summer school in a country in Central 
America is a littJe different in its material aspects; 
such as no water, cooking rice and beans over wood 
stoves, sleeping in hammocks or on piles of corn husks, 
hot sun and mosquitoes; it's also different when a pair 
of shy brown eyes search you out and a timid voice 
says, "I'm not a Baha'i but I want to be one." 

As even.rone was waving ·'Adios' and saying "AlIah'u' 
Abha", members of the National Proclamation Commit
tee piled into a car as is their custom on Sundays, 
went to hold two proclamation meetings which resulted 
in ninety~nine more souls embracing the Faith of 
Baha'u'Jlah, 

That's how the first few days of 1971 were spent in EI 
Salvador; what did you do? 

Incorporated Assembly of St, Lambert, 
Province of Quebec, Canada 

Left to right standing: Jim Milne, Philip Cunliffe, Cathleen 
Lanning, Robert Thomson, Iraj Majzub 
Left to right sitting: Louise Cunliffe, Nadia Mujzub, Hilda 
Burgin, Margery Lanning 

National Spiritual Assembly of Switzerland 
From right to left: Mrs. Ursula Namdar_; Mr. Faizollah Namdar, 
Chairman; Mr, Fritz Semle, Vice-Chairman; MT. Fritz Schar; 
Mr. Edward Lindstrom, Treasurer; Miss Claude Hunziker, Sec
retary; Mrs. Olga Schar; Mr. Danie~ Schaubacher; Mrs. Marjorie 

Giorgi, Recording Secretary. 
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First Hawaiian Baha'i 

Mrs. MaT'll Fantom has the distinction of being the fj.1'st Baha'i 
oj Hawaiian Mood. She is affectionately known as Auntie May. 
She was a lonQ time resident of Maui and closely associated 
with Hand of the Cause Aynes Alexander. The photogTaph was 

made on Auntie May's nintey·first birthday. 

Philippine Teaching in Southern Luzon 
The "Husayn Team" of Los Banos, Laguna started 

its extensive teaching trips to southern parts of Luzon 
in November 1970. Areas covered are Laguna, Batan
gas, Quezon, Oriental Mindoro, Bicol Region, Cavite 
and Rizal: also Marinduque is a sjdeline area. 

In Quezon province, there were twelve areas opened 
and a BaM'; Youth Club was formed. A total of 
seventy-two new believers declared. The Quezon group 
composed of Bert Tami,. Tahereh V.dedaghi. Bella 
Dapilos and Delia Pareja went for a two-week teaching 
trip, November 7-22. Zeny de Leon and Farangis 
Houshmand joined the group for two days. 

More than a thousand people heard of the Faith for 
the first time. These include officials of the towns, 
students in various colleges and universities in that 
province as well as barrio people who were very much 
affected by the uniting power of Baha 'u 'lhih. (From 
Philippine B..rnA'i NEWS, November 1970) 

MARCH 1971 

Visit of Dr. Marcus Bach to New Zealand 
Dr. Marcus Bach, world traveler, author and popular 

interpreter of inter-cultural relations, considered to be 
one of the foremost authorities on contemporary reli
gions in the world, visited New Zealand in November. 
Dr, Bach is a personal friend of both Universal House 
of Justice member Hugh Chance and Hand of the Cause 
Enoch Olinga whom he met with. briefly during their 
recent visit to Aukland. Dr. Bach is the author of some 
twenty books including Shoghi Effendi - An Apprecia
tion. Dr. Bach informed Mr, Olinga that he has just 
completed a new book on comparative religions which 
will include a section on the Baha!i Faith. 

Five Baha'is attended Marcus Bach's talk given in 
Christchurch, During his talk he asked if any Baha'is 
were present and acknowledged the friends sittmg 
together in the front row and then proceeded to tell of 
the Baha'i unity and teachings. He constantly referred 
to the te.chings of B.h:i.'u'U:i.h throughout his tallt. 
When asked about reincarnation the Baha'is were 
asked to answer. EnqUiries were made directly to the 
believers after the exhilarating talk was over. (From 
the December BAHA'i NEWSLETTER of New Zealand,) 
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A:J:Jemthe:J to te Glecied 
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APRIL 1971 

February 1, 1971 

HAPPY ANNOUNCE FOLLOWING HANDS CAUSE WILL REPRESENT UNIVERSAL HOUSE JUSTICE 
FIRST NATIONAL CONVENTIONS COMING RIJ;lVAN AMATU'L-BAHA RU~1YYIH KHANUM IVORY 
COAST UPPER VOLTA MALI ZIKRU'LLAH KHADEM TRINIDAD TOBAGO ADELBERT MtJHL· 
SCHLEGEL LESOTHO 'ALI MUHAMMAD VARQA CONGO-BRAZZAVILLE GABON ENOCH OLINGA 
BOTH SUDAN CHAD COLLIS FEATHERSTONE BOTH SOLOMON ISLANDS SOUTHWEST PACIFIC 
OCEAN. CONFIDENT PRESENCE PARTICIPATION THESE STANDARD BEARERS NINE YEAR 
PLAN HISTORIC FIRST CONVENTIONS WILL ATTRACT DIVINE BLESSINGS ASSIST NEW NATIONAL 
COMMUNITIES BEFITTINGLY ASSUME SACRED RESPONSIBILITIES. 

-UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

Je.Jl.ldn 1972: :Jormation nine Additional national Spiritual 

A:J:Jemthe:J l<ai:Je:J :lotal fo 110 < 

February 11, 1971 • 

ANNOUNCE ALL FRIENDS FORMATION DURING RII;lVAN 1972 NINE ADDITIONAL NATIONAL 
SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLIES RAISING TOTAL NUMBER PILLARS UNIVERSAL HOUSE JUSTICE TO 
ONE HUNDRED AND TEN. THREE IN AFRICA MALAGASY REPUBLIC REUNION SEYCHELLES • 
THREE IN EAST PAKISTAN NEPAL SINGAPORE ONE IN AUSTRALIA NORTHWEST PACIFIC 
OCEAN COMPRISING GUAM CAROLINES MARIANAS MARSHALLS TWO IN EUROPE ICELAND 
AND REPUBLIC IRELAND. FOUR OF THESE SEYCHELLES EAST PAKISTAN SINGAPORE NORTH. ' 
WEST PACIFIC CONSTITUTE SUPPLEMENTARY ACHIEVEMENTS NINE YEAR PLAN. URGE PIO- ' 
NEERS SCHEDULED ALL THESE AREAS SETTLE POSTS WITHOUT DELAY. CALL UPON RESPEC· 
TIVE COMMUNITIES BRACE THEMSELVES EXERT SUPREME EFFORT FAST FLEETING WEEKS 
BEFORE COMING RIJ;lVAN ESTABLISH AS MANY ASSEMBLIES AS POSSIBLE THEREBY BROAD· • 
ENING STRENGTHENING FOUNDATIONS PROJECTED NATIONAL INSTITUTIONS. FERVENTLY 
PRAYING HOLY SHRINES FOLLOWERS MOST GREAT NAME MAY SEIZE UNIQUE OPPORTUNI· 
TIES PRESENT HOUR AND SPARE NO EFFORT UNTIL GOALS PLAN ARE FULLY ACCOMPLISHED 
THEREBY ATTRACTING TO THEMSELVES AND THEIR COMMUNITIES INESTIMABLE BLESSINGS 
ANCIENT BEAUTY. -UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
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The emergence on the African Continent of • widely 
spread, numerous, diversified and united Baha'i com
munity, so swiftly after the initiation of organized teach
ing plans there, is of the utmost significance and a signal 
evidence of the bounties which God has destined for its 
peoples in this day. 

The great victories in Africa, which brought such joy to 
the Guardian's heart in the last years of his life, resulted 
from the self-sacrificing devotion of a handful of pioneers, 
gradually assisted by the first few native believers, all 
laboring lUlder the loving shadow of the Hand of the 
Cause Musa Banani. From their efforts there has been 
raised up an increasing army of African teachers, admin
istrators, pioneers and valiant promoters of the Divine 
Cause, whose main task is to bring to all Africa the 
bounties conferred by the Word of God, bounties of en
lightenment. zeal, devotion and eventually the true civi
lization of BaM'u'lli>.h's World Order. 

Many of the gravest ills now afflicting the human race 
appear in acute form on the African Continent. Racial, 
tribal and religious prejudice, disunity of nations, the 
scourge of poEtical factionalism, poverty and lack of 
education are obvious examples, Baha'is have a great 
part to play-greater than they may realize-in the heal
ing of these sicknesses and the abatement of their worst 
effects. By their radiant unity, by their bright and shin
ing faces, their self·disciplines in zealously following all 
the requirements of Baha'i law, their abstention from 

_., ......... _-
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politics, their constant study and proclamation of the 
Great Message, they will hasten the advent of that glori
ous day when all mankind will know its true brotherhood 
and will bask ln the sunshine of God's love and blessing. 

That the African believers are fully capable of taking 
their full share in building the Kingdom of God on earth, 
their natural abilities and present deeds have fully dem
onstrated, An African Hand of the Cause of God, even 
now in the course of a brilliant, triumphal teaching tour 
of the planet, African Counsellors, Board members, na
tional and local administrators and an ever·increasing 
army of believers testify to the vigor and immense ca· 
pacity of this highly-blessed continent to serve its Lord 
in the great day of His appearance. That the African 
believers, so beloved by the Guardian of the Faith, will 
rise to the challenge facing them and earn the gratitude 
and goodwill of all mankind by their deeds of dedication 
and self·sacrifice is the longing of our hearts. 

May this Conference become a sun from which will 
stream forth to all parts of the vast continent rays of 
spiritual energy and inspiration, galvanizing the friends 
to action in the fields of teaching and pioneering in such 
manner that they will rapidily achieve all the tasks as
signed to them under the Nine Year Plan. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with you. 

-THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

Hands of the Cause Amatu'~-Bahd Ru.~iyyih Kttcinum and DT. Ramatu'ftdh MurnijiT, second to her righ.t; with 
Vice President Tolbert of Liberia. (in dark. suit); Dr. Wmiam Maxwell, Continental Boa.rd of CounselloTs jor 
North West Africa. extreme left; wtth Persian and Ajrican believers. 
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From January 1-3,1971, the "highly blessed continent" 
of Africa witnessed a gathering- and mingling of people 
from different racial, religious and national backgrounds 
in a spirit of sincere love, radiant unity and true brother
hood. This was the Continental Conference of Africa 
called by The Universal House of Justice. Such gatherings 
are rare in the history of Africa. An earlier conference 
was in East Africa, at Kampala; this time, it was trans
ferred to West Africa. Surely it showered blessings upon 
the whole of Africa and it may open the way for mass 
conversion in many African countries. 

A few days before the Conference the words "Baha'i 
Continental Conference of Africa," on large banners, 
caught the eyes of people from the airport for a streamer 
was across the top of the Ducor Intercontinental Hotel, 
the highest building in the city. Posters, 500 of them, 
were seen on walls all over Monrovia. Radio and tele
vision announcements began telling about the approach
ing Conference. The Liberian Star, Monrovia's leading 
newspaper, began to publicize the Faith. On Dece:mber 
18, it had a release in which there was an introductIOn to 
the teachings of Bah;i'u'llah and a brief history of the 
Faith. Another article appeared on December 29. After 
the press conference of Hand of the Cause Amatu'l-Baha 
RUlfiyyih Khanum the whole center spread was devoted 
to the Faith which headlined "Human Society Approach
ing World Unity", and with sub-heads "A Message of 
Love, Peace and Unity." Other newspapers also carried 
good stories about the Faith. Radio and television pub
licized the Faith. Rui:tiyyih Khimum had one television 
interview and two on radio. On December 28, she gave a 
press conference a ttended by fifteen newsm en. It wa s 
scheduled for twenty minutes but it was prolonged to an 
hour and thirty minutes. At the end, it had nearly changed 
into a fireside. For an entire week Liberians beard about 
the Faith over the air, through television and in the press. 
In fact, the topic of many non-Baha'i gatherings was the 
BaM', Faith. 

Friends from thirty-seven countries, from Hawaii to 
Persia arrived in Monrovia by air and by land. Some of 
the Af;ican friends arrived in Monrovia singing "Alhlh
u-Abhit" while passing through the streets. 

Pre-Conference Unity Feast 
The place chosen for the Conf~rence was the c~~pus 

of the University of Liberia, whIch became a splfltual 
meeting place. Here on Thursday evening, December 
3lt a Unity Feast was held, hosted by the .Baha'is of 
Monrovia and presided over by Mrs. GeorgIa M. San
chez. Chairman of the Monrovia Baha'i Assembly. Six 
Counsellors nine Auxiliary Board members and Na
tional Spiritual Assembly represe!ltatives of various 
countries were introduced. The Untty Feast as well as 
the entire Conference was blessed by the presence of 
Hand of the Cause Amatu'I-Baha Rul)iyyih Khanum 
and Hand of the Cause Dr. Ral).matu'llilh Muhajir, the 
special respresentative of the Universal House ~f Jus
tice. Mr. Oloro Epyeru, member of the Contmental 
Board of Counsellors for East and Central Africa, was 
not present due to illness. Dr. Muhajir prayed for his 
health. Beautiful Baha'i songs were sung by groups 
from Nigeria, Uganda and Ghana. 

Beginning of the Conference 
On Friday morning, January 1, the Conference be~ 

gan with prayers. At the same time prayers were .being 
said by members of The Universal House of Justice at 

_., ..... , ...... ~-
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the Holy Shrines; also friends at the Singapore Confer
ence in the Far East joined in asking Baha'u'llith to 
shower His inspiration and confirmation upon the 
Baha'i world for the fulfillment of the Nine Year plan 
and the victory of the Cause of God. The devotional ser
vice began by a prayer by Hand of the Cause Ruhiyyih 
Khanum and ended with one by Hand of the Cause Dr. 
Mahajir, who also read the message from The Universal 
House of Justice. This message touched the hearts 
with such phrase,s as " ... the African believers are fully 
capable of taking their share in building the Kingdom 
of GDd on earth ... an ever-increasing army of believ
ers testify to the vigor and immense capacity of this 
highly-blessed continent to serve its Lord in the great 
day of His appearance." Dr. Muhajir remarked that 
in the latter days of the Guardian's life, when the black 
race began coming under the light of Baha'u'Ilah, 
Shoghi Effendi said that it was a sign that the other 
races would also enter the Faith. He added that this is 
the year of proclamation and The Universal House of 
Justice has told us that the message of God must go 
both to the heads of state and to the masses. 

Dr. Muhajir then introduced Hand of the Cause 
Amatu'l-Bahit Rul;l.iyyih Khanum who was the heart 
and spirit of the whole gathering in a continent which 
she loves dearly and has served energetically. Dr. 
Muhajir read in Persian, two Tablets of 'Abdutl
Baha revealed to her mother about Riil:liyyih Khanum 
when she was a small child, in which the Master 
likened her to a flower and cherished the hope that 
this flower might bloom with fragrance and beauty; 
the spiritual character of Amatu'l-Baha was clearly 
foreseen. 

Rul;liyyih Khimum spoke about mass conversion 
and pointed out that the continent of Africa was dear
ly loved by the Guardian. She said that anyone who 
visits the Shrine of Shoghi Effendi in London will see a 
column with a globe of the world on the top, and on 
top of the globe is an eagle which faces toward Africa. 
This is a sign of the Guardian's love and great hopes 
for Africa. The victories in Africa brought joy to the 
Guardian's heart. "In this gathering" she said, "there 
are Baha'is who accepted the Faith in a few moments 
and now are numbered among the Counsellors, Board 
members and administrators of the Faith. The next 
generation will be trained under the teachings of 
Baha'u'llah. In the early history of the Faith many 
became Baha'is and gave their lives who did not know 
how to read and write." She added: HThe standards of 
the Baha',s are not the standards of the world. The 
judgment of Bahil'u'llilh is not the judgment of the 
world." She stressed Hin places where mass conversion 
is in process, we must be patient. When a child is born, 
it must be taken care of until it is grown and mature." 

In the afternoon session, representatives of the Afri
can National Spiritual Assemblies gave reports of their 
achievements of assigned goals under the Nine Year 
plan. Dr. Muhajir said: "I am assured that Africans 
can do more than what has been assigned to them." He 
insisted that the friends try to begin mass conversion 
in every African country. 

A preview of a slide program prepared by The Uni~ 
versal House of Justice entitled "Baha'is in The Holy 
Land" was shown by the representative of the Baha'i 
Publishing Trust of the United States, Mrs. Eunice 
Braun, who also demonstrated new African teaching aids, 
Picture Lessons in French and English, on behalf of in
ternational Audio Visual Center. 

There were several consultative sessions with the 
Hands of the Cause, Counsellors, Auxiliary Board Mem-



BAH ...... i NEWS 

bers, National Spiritual Assembly representatives and 
travelling teachers about fulfilling the goals. Nine of 
the African National Assemblies pledged the fulfill
ment of their goals in advance. 

On Saturday, January 2, Ru.:Q.iyyih Khanum again 
spoke about mass conversion. She stressed the point 
that nothing can take the place of the Words of 
Baha'u'Uah stating that they are the refuge for man~ 
kind. She reminded Conference participants that the 
GU'ardian has told us many times that we must teach 
with the methods used by 'Abdu'I·Bahit. We should 
read His talks. They are simple and clear-like pure 
water. She cautioned that we should realize the ad
ministration is the means, not the end. She said that 
Shoghi Effendi has told us again and again that he was 
not omniscient, but shared with 'Abdu'l-Baha infalli
bility in interpreting the Words of Baha 'u'llah. "Over 
and over" she continued "I have seen the flashes of 
lightning when he was warmed by a power that was 
not his own. I saw that he was always guided by God. 
He knew some things that he had no way of knowing. 
No one can claim to have the station of the Guardian. 
We are so far from the station of Shoghi Effendi that 
in comparison with us he is a sun and we are the dust." 

Suddenly, at 9:30 a.m., Rul;Liyyih Khimum's talk was 
interrupted by the telephone call from Singaporc
friends from the opposite side of the planet, Baha'is 
from the yellow race sending a message of love and 
unity to a Conference in Africa. It was like a miracle. 

-.............. -
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It was a time of witnessing the fulfillment of the proph
ecies of the ancient seer.:;-the hearts of people of dif
ferent colors and continents beating with love for each 
other, even though they had never seen one another. 
Hands' of the Cause Enoch Olinga and Dr. Muhajir ex
changed greetings with those in Singapore on behalf of 
the African Conference. 

The United ~ations' West African Representative 
visited the Conference and expressed his appreciation 
of the role of the Baha'is in the promotion of human 
rights. He also referred to the Baha 'f International 
Community's newly-acquired consultative status in the 
United Nations. Dr. Muhajir presented him with a 
copy of Foundations of Worfd Unity. This session was 
continued by further consultation with ZOfa Banks 
who was especiaUy invited by The Universal House of 
Justice because of her position with the United Nations 
in New York. to help the friends in strengthenjng the 
relationship between their National Assemblies and the 
United Nations branches in their countries. 

Vice-President of liberia 
On Saturday, January 2, at noon, Dr. William. R. 

Tolbert Jr., Vice-President of Liberia, on behalf of 
President Tubman (who was ill), addressed the Con
ference. He said that the President had asked him to 
assure the Baha'is of his satisfaction even delight at 

FTiends representing various nations waitinq in the "receiving [ine" tor Vice President Dr. William R. Tolbert, 
Jr., on behalf of President Tubman of Libena. 
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the choice of Liberia as the site of such a historic Con
ference. He said: "This is the first time in history that 
the East and West have come together , , ." He ex
pressed his hope that "aU points will meet, to the glory 
of God and the unity of mankind." He mentioned the 
Baha'i principles of the unity of mankind, the aboli
tion of all type of prejudices, the equality of all men 
before God, and justice. He added: "At no other time 
in the history of our world can love among mankind 
be considered more urgent than today, In a time when 
the world is in turmoil we cannot help but keep the 
teachjngs of the Founder of your Faith in view." 

rn the introduction of the Vice-President, Dr. Wil
liam Maxwell, member of the Continental Board of 
Counsellors of North-West Africa, pointed out that Dr. 
Tolbert was a former President of the World Baptist 
Alliance. 

In responding to the Vice-President's address, 
Amatu'I-Baha Ru!.>iyyih Khanum spoke of her hope 
that Africa may fulfill her destiny, free from the cancer 
of materia1ism which is eating into the vitals of man
kind. The friends began singing "Allah,u-Abha" and 
the souls of the participants seemed to soar into a realm 
where the glory of God was enthroned in everlasting 
sovereignty while all the emperors and rulers of the 
world bowed down before It. 

That afternoon a reception was given at the Inter
continental Hotel for government officials t newsmen 
and foreign ambassadors in Liberia who mingled with 
the friends in a cordial atmosphere. That evening the 
Mayoress of the city of Monrovia, Mrs. Ellen Sanda
manie, addressed the Conference. She expressed her 
wish that the Baha'i Faith could bring peace for all 
mankind and hoped the Conference deliberations 
would be guided by prayer. At the end of her talk she 
cordially invited the friends to a civic reception in the 
City Hall in honor of the BaM'i delegates. 

Some of the youth. attending the conference. FroTtl row, kneel
ing, fTom left to Tight: Mr. Edwin HUff, Liberia; Mrs. Elea.nor 
BTown Sanchez. U.S. pioneer to Liberia; Miss SMora Hm, Li
beTia and others with 8man Pe-rrian children. 

_ •. _ wA..-.,_ 
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Cable From the Universal House of Justice 

A cable outlining the events of the Conference had 
been sent to the Universal House of Justice, and the 
following inspiring reply was received: 

HEARTS UPLIFTED SPIRIT GENERATED 
CONFERENCE HONORED PRESENCE . 
AMATU'L-BAHA AND OUR REPRESENTA
TIVE HAND CAUSE MUHAJIR ATTEN-
DANCE MANY COUNTRIES PRESENCE 
HIGH OFFICIALS ATTESTING PROCLA-
MATION FAITH HIGHLY COMMENDABLE 
DELIGHTED PLANS TRAVEL TEACHING 
DETERMINATION WIN ALL GOALS AS
SURE YOU ARDENT PRAYERS BOUNTI
FUL CONFIRMATIONS LOVING REGARDS 

Many encouraging cables were received earlier 
from variOUS parts of the world. Messages were also 
sent to President Tubman of Liberia, the Singapore 
Conference. and Hand of the Cause Musa Ban.a..ru. 
Flowers had been sent to the Holy Land, the Most 
Holy Shrine in Bahji and to the Shrine of the Bab· as 
wen as to London for the Shrine of Shoghi Effendi, the 
true conquerer of Africa. 

The Last Day of the Conference 
On Sunday, January 3, Dr. Muhiljir talked about 

teaching possibilities in Africa. He informed the 
friends that forty-one countries and twenty-two terri
tories in Africa have now been opened to the Faith. 
Africa wa.s the first place to begin mass conversion. He 
asked "Why are we in a hurry to teach the Faith in 
Africa?" and answered his question Hbecause Shaghi 
Effendi has told us that Africa is a swiftly-awakening 
continent. So it may awaken to spirituality or to ma
terialism." He added: "We have come together to con
sult on how to conquer this continent spiritually." He 
stressed the point that mass conversion must begin in 
every country of Africa, that the Message must go to 
the tribes and townsmen, literate and uneducated, 
young and old. He added that mass conversion might 
begin in many countries as a result of this Conference. 
Dr. Muhajir continued: "Shoghi Effendi said to Mr. 
Na~javani to teach the youth before they get involved 
in politics.lJ 

A special message was presented from the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the United States concerning 
the close linkage of the Baha'is of America with the 
Faith in Africa and assuring their full support. 

Mr. Habib Sabet, representative of the National Spir
itual Assembly of Iran said that the number of Baha'is 
in Africa should be doubled. "We mwt give all facil
ities and assistance for teaching activities" he said. Mr. 
Sabet and Mr. Salim Noonoo then appealed to the 
friends for donations to the Fund and a considerable 
sum was given. 

Mr. Hasan Sabri, Secretary of the Continental Pio
neer Committee for Africa, gave the historical back
ground of the progress of the Faith in Africa. He said 
that Africa was consecrated by the footsteps of 
Baha'u'llah during His brief stop in Egypt. The first 
National Spiritual Assembly was formed in Egypt in 
1950; at that time there was one Assembly -in the 
Sudan, one in the process of forming in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. The first pioneer to arrive in East Africa, in 
January 1951 was Miss Claire Gung, called by the 
Guardian "The Mother of Africa." Today there are 
twenty-two National Assemblies in Africa and all Afri
can countries except Guinea have been opened to the 
Faith. uThere are 170,000 Baha'is in Africa" accord
ing to Mr. Sabri, Htherelore Africa can no more be 
called the Dark Continent, but the Continent of Light." 
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When Mr. Sabri raised the call for pioneers, eighteen 
African Baha'is, mostly youth, stepped forward and 
expressed their desire to pioneer. Rul;1iyyih Khimum 
called this "the crown of the Conference-these African 
Baha'is who volunteered to pioneer." She called the 
Conference "rare" because of the unprecedented pub~ 
licity in radio, television and press; also the attitude of 
the officials towards, and their praises of the Baha'i 
Faith. She ended her remarks with "We will depart as 
'Abdu'I~Baha says, One soul in many bodies. r " 

Post-Conference Activities 

That evening there was a public meeting in Monro
via's Centennial Pavilion. RUQiyyih Khanuin spoke to 
an interested audience on lIThe SpirItual Destiny of 
Africa" and answered thoughtful questions afterwards. 

The friends departed from the Conference deter~ 
mined to promote their beloved Cause in their respec
tive countries and territories with renewed energy and 
enthusiasm like flames to set afire the cold hearts of 
their fellow countrymen. A tribal chief expressed de
termination to bring his whole area under the light of 
Baha 'U 'lhih. The sixty pioneers who honored the Con
ference with their presence. these champion~builders 
of the World Order, felt in their hearts a part of the 
results of self·sacrifice and service of the early pioneers 
and they too returned to their posts with enthusiasm 
and determination to win more victories for the Cause. 
Those residing in Liberia feel the vigorous spirit of the 
Faith encompassing the country. 

Three days after the Conference, Rul)iyyih Khanum 
had a fortYwmjnute audience with the President of Li
beria, Dr. William V. S. Tubman, with whom she was 
acquainted from his visit several years ago at the World 
Center and the Shrine of the Bab. 

Monrovia Press Report 
The Vice-President of Liberia, Dr. William R. Tol

bert, formerly President of the Baptist World Alliance, 
in addressing the Monrovia Baha'i Conference accord
ing to the Liberian Sunday Digest front page account 
(January 3, 1971) "expressed the hope that the re
sults of the Baha'i Conference will be far-reaching and 
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beneficial to mankind. Dr. Tolbert noted that it was 
because love dominated the consciousness of Saha. 
'u'llah that He wrote letters to the Kings and rulers of 
the earth admonishing them to promulgate the law of 
God.': 

At the top of the front page in the same publication 
was the headline "The Baha'i World Family". This 
articl~ begins: "By virtue of its creative, regulative and 
enoblIng; energies, the Baha'i Faith has gathered peo
ple of dIfferent races, nationalities and creeds beneath 
its shadow. It has changed the hearts of these follow
ers,. dissolv~d their pre~udices, calmed their worldly 
deSIres, enlIghtened theIr minds, ennobled their mo. 
hves, coordinated then efforts and changed theIr out
look. . The umversal and hIgh degree of love which 
the followers of Baha'u'llah fecI for their fellow men 
regardless of race, class, creed or nation is neither a 
mysterious nor artificial thing. It is spontaneous and 
genuine .... To the Baha'is, it can be truly said that 
'every foreign land is a fatherland,' for their citizen
ship is in the Kingdom of Baha 'u'llilh (the Glory of 
God.)" 

Mrs. Georgia. Sanchez, Cnai.,.man of the Local Spiritual. As
sembly oj Monrovia. 

A Follow-up of the Monrovian Conference 
By Zylpha O. Mapp 

The plane that I had been scheduled to take from 
Monrovia, Liberia was cancelled. After consultation 
with Dr. Muhajir a four-day stop-over in Ghana seemed 
highly feasible. However, by the time we had reached 
this decision the Embassy had closed and I had no 
visa to Ghana. A Baha'i youth from Ghana, who had 
been directing me around Monrovia that day, caught 
sight of the secretary to the Ambassador from Ghana 
stopping before us. We got his attention and spoke to 
him about the possibility of securing an in-transit visa 
so that I could take the plane that evening. He informed 
us that everyone had left the Embassy, that I would need 
a visa, that I could be turned away in Accra, but that I 
should tell authorities that I had spoken to him after 
hours. 

The welcome in Accra airport, even at that late 
hour, wa s cordial. I was given permiSSion to enter the 
country, while aU the returning Baha'is to Ghana 
were standing around en masse! 

Mr. Prince Abaidoo from Akim~Oda, who had just 
completed his first flight by attending the Monrovian 
Conference? had been so inspired that he left early the 

next morning to arrange for the first visitor to his com~ 
munity. 

Akim-Oda in the Eastern Region, is more than 100 
miles from Accra and is accessible by bus ... roughly 
three and a half to four hours ride. During my journey 
some of the passengers became interested in hearing 
about the Faith and all were directed to their nearest 
communities. One young lady remained with me to 
meet Prince Abaidoo as he came to greet me at the 
bus-park. 

Prince was really radiant and the response of the 
people everywhere was quite fantastic. We were al
most skipping with jOy through the streets, in the mar~ 
ket.places, into the shops telling the people about 
Bahil'u'llah. 

Then I was shown to the Public Works Rest House, 
a s the only guest, where I was to spend the night. 
Prince had arranged for the cook to prepare my meals 
from the food which I would purchase. This proved to 
be quite comfortable, convenient and reasonable. 

More than sixty adults and children came to the 
Baha 'f home that evening. with the Baha'is remaining 
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after the fireside for consultation on teaching the Faith. 
"Whomsoever Thou wilIest Thou causest to draw 

nigh unto the Most Great Oce-an. and on whomsoever 
Thou desirest Thou confer rest the honor of recogniz
ing Thy Most Ancient Name." The next morning, a 
seeker came bright and early to sign his declaration 
card in my presence. 

In this happy mood we began Our teaching day hold
ing impromptu meetings at the Public Works offices, 
the Post Office, shops on the main street, walking on 
several miles to the school where Prince teaches, tell
ing a class of nineteen students about Baha'u'lHlh, 
down the hill to the lumber mills spreading the Glad 
Tidings, until it was time to catch the bus back to 
Accra. 

Baha'i youth and chHdren at Akim-Oda. Ghana, with. visiting 
American pioneer, Zylpha O. Mapp. seated holdmg chtld. 

Akim-Oda Ghana: the two ladies kneeling in front holding the 
Greatest Name are both members of the Local SpiTitua~ Assem
bly. Pri.nce Abaidoo, Secretary of the Loca~ Spi~tua! A.ri:~emb~v, 
is at the extreme Tight in the back ro~. Seated tn the m\~dte tS 
Zlilpha. O. Mopp, pioneer from the United States of Amenca, en 
route to her post ill Uganda. 
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At the B.aha'i Center in the early evening, the 
younger bellevers were encouraged to teach the seek
ers present. Later as other Baha'is came and travelling 
believers from Persia and elsewhere arrived there was 
a great exchange of Conference happenings. We made 
a tape of greetings to Uganda from Ghana with special 
messages to Hand of the Cause Musa Banani and Ma
majan and EJizabeth Olinga. This beautiful spirit sus
tained us all. 

Yesterday, I received a letter from Ghana which 
stated: "Many thanks for your kind conversation and 
hospitality. I appreciated your way and manner you 
approached me on the bus. Also I have much pleasure 
in accepting Y9ur doctrine. Mr, Abaidoo, the school 
teacher here, has been to this school twice for discus· 
sions. I have declared membership ... I am going to do 
everything we Baha'is do," . , . Esther Quao (the 
young lady on the bus to Akim-Oda) 

Post-Monrovia Teaching Conference at Oron, Nigeria 
Oron, Nigeria: some delegates of national and local assem blies 
who attended the Monrovia Conference, 

First Incorporated Assembly in Rhode Island 
Another Goal Fulfilled 
Members of the newl1J incorporated Assembly of Providence 
Rhode Island are: (standing, left to right), DT. I-raj Mottahed. 
Chairman' MTs. Alegra Jones, Vice Chairman; Miss Jeannette 
Wilson, MTs. Edith Carpenter, Mr. Elmer Carpenter; (seated, 
left to right), Mis8 RondeUe Stokes, Treasurer' MrS'. Dorothv 
Champ; Mrs. Beth Newport, Co-rresponding Secretary; MTS, 
Mildred Sayles, Recording Secretary. 
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Costa Rica ;5 Winning its Nine Year Goals 
The small central American country of Costa Rica 

seemed to lie dormant even through the seeds of the 
Faith have be~n well sown over a period of many years 
by pioneers old and new with much help from the 
native believers. Suddenly as has happened aruund the 
world recently, growth! New believers spring forth 
wherever one goes. On the Pacific peninsula of Nicoya 
in- the Guanacaste area we have a gratifying num
ber of new Bahit'js, over 200 in less than two months. 
These are in large and small groups in many villages 
and will make a substantial number of new assem
blies. 

In the Indian region of Talamanca new groups have 
appeared and most warming to our hearts is that 
our Indian friends are going out to· teach the Faith 
in other parts of the country. On the Atlantic coast 
where a goodly number of Negro people live, several 
large· groups have come in, assuring new Assemblies 
by Ri~vim. 

In the Central area where most 01 the cities are lo
cated there is awakened a new spirit. People are re
sponding to the proclamation efforts and are seeking 
the Faith. All hearts are cheered by the glad news 
brought by pioneers and native teachers after each 
teaching trip to the National Spiritual Assembly. It is 
fairly assured that Costa Rica will win its Nine Year 
goals this year. 

The long awaited and much struggled for goal of 
Incorporation of the National Spiritual Assembly has 
at long last been accomplished and Costa Rica hopes 
that all else will follow in the same spirit of this cher
ished goal. 

Pioneer in Costa Rica Braves Dangers 
Miss Badri Djazayeri, a Baha'i pioneer from Persia, 

recently completed a teaching tour of the interior of 
Costa Rica to spread the message of Bahil'u'l1ah, and 
to encourage the believers. Walking, at times, through 
dense jungle, filled with wild animals and snakes, Miss 
Djazayeri visited the vil1ages of Fields, Sureka, 
Am ubre, eoen and Bambu. Many of these villages 
have no resident pioneers nearby and depend entirely 
upon traveling teachers for commlUlication with the 
Baha'i World. 

The teaching trip began in the city of Limon. Here 
Miss Djazayeri helped distribute posters and flyers to 
advertise a musical program being given by the Dryer 
family. Baha'is who are also travel-teaching. The 
largest hall in the city was filled and at the end 

of the evening there were sixteen new Baha'is, and 
eleven requests for Baha'i correspondence courses. 
]\:[ost of these people \vere youth and this is considered 
an eXl'ellent response because the local area is filled 
with .crime and religious fanaticism. The day after, 
our pIOneer prepared to walk to eoen-some 30 kHom
eters away. 

While in the village of eoen, Miss Djazayeri par
tiCipated with the friends in celebrating Baha'u'Uah's 
Birthday. All the Baha'is took the day off from work 
and received the traveling pioneer with great expres
sions of happiness and love. While Miss Djazayeri was 
there a youth conference was held with forty.eight 
youth and forty-two youthful adults attending. The 
conference was a great succeSS and the teaching activi
ties resulted in thirteen souts being enrolled under the 
banner of Baha'u'l(i.th. Along with studying the other 
Manifestations of God, the conference concentrated 
on the lives of the Central Figures in the Faith and on 
the early martyrs such as Mulla Husayn, Tahirih, and 
Badi. 

Several days later a group of youth accompanied 
her to the banks of the Sixaola river and with great 
love bid her farewell with the words; "Badri, come 
back soon." After passing the village of Sureka the 
river became treacherous because of the torrential 
downpour, and Mjss Djazayeri was forced to abandon 
her boat. At first she tried to take the path by the river 
but since it soon became flooded she struck off into the 
jungle and followed the river while keeping to the 
high ground. When she became mired in mud she took 
off her shoes and walked two and one half hours to the 
next town of Bambu alone, except for the Tablet of 
Ahmad. 

Once in Bambu Miss Djazayeri asked for assistance 
and soon found herself in a helicopter flying toward 
her destination in Limon. Upon entering the heli
copter the pilot told her that it was a very dangerous 
time to fly. Her response was to say the IRemover of 
Difficulties' nineteen times and to inform him that she 
had eliminated the danger. When he asked her if she 
was frightened Miss Djazayeri's answer was " no". that 
they were under the "love and protection of Baha'u'· 
lIah ... 

After an uneventful half-hour flight they alighted 
safely in the city of Limon and she was met by a group 
of North Americans. When they were astonished at 
the danger and hardships which she had to endure, 
Miss Badri Djazayeri, from Persia, simply told them 
that was the job of a Baha'i pioneer. 

Costa Rica: an Indian group in Caen in 
Talamanca who have arisen and volun
tee-red to go out and teach. the Faith in 
other parts of the country. 
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World Religion-Basis for True Equality 
The above theme for the 1971 observance of World 

Religion Day, January 17, provided an opportunity 
for Baha'is in many localities throughout the United 
States to proclaim the Faith of Baha'u'llah as the 
quickener of souls and the unifier of races and nations. 

Winter Fun Festival 

One of the most unique observances held to cele
brate World Religion Day was a Winter Fun Festival 
sponsored by the Baha'is of Libertyville and Wauke
gan, Illinois. About eighty people, of whom approxi
mately half were non-Baha'is, attended this junket at 
the State Beach Park Lodge in Zion, Illinois. 

Activities were planned to appeal to everybody. and 
the fiesta got under way with breakfast at ten o'clock 
that Sunday morning. This was followed by a show
ing of the film "It's Just The Beginning." Following 
the film? the Baha'is and their guests enjoyed music 
by local talent and participated in the group singing. 

Since the weather was perfect for outdoor sports, 
there were nature trail hikes, beach-combing, tobog
ganing, and swimming-in the indoor pool. While, 
others joined small discussion groups in the Lodge, 
overlooking a beautiful view of the lake and snow 
covered landscape, for one-and-a-half hours to con
verse on such subjects as "Marriage," "True EquaJity," 
"Education," and "What is a Baha'i?". 

Everybody left this gala affair in high spirits, and 
our hats off to Libertyville and Waukegan for a job 
well done! 

World Religion Day Proclamations 
Communities successful in obtaining World Reli

gion Day Proclamations from Mayors are "as follows: 
Healdsburg and San Fernando, California; Meriden, 
Connecticut; Key West, Florida; Evanston, Illinois; 
East Lansing l Lansing, Lincoln Park, Wyandotte, and 
Kalamazoo, Michigan; Kalispell and Whitefish, 
Montana; Henderson and Las Vegas, Nevada..; Astoria, 
Oregon; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania ~ Nashville-Da
vidson, Tennessee; and Killeen-Ft. Hood, Texas. 

When Mayor Paul Macey of San Fernando, California signe-d 
the Proclamation Marcia Day, rett, presented him with. 'D!e 
Proclamation of Baha'u'llah as Larry Day, left, and Je1'TY Sm
clair, right, watched. 

Mr, Clarence Farmer (center) chairman of the Commission tor 
Human Relations and representina. the MayOf' ot Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, presents the BaM (s with the World Rehgion 
Day PTOclamatiDn. FTOm l€ft to right: Beth Kirsch, JOJ) VictoTtl. 
CtaTence Farmer. MTS. Dorothy Fisher and Mu Haupt. 

Other Observances 

Although details are not available, reports have 
been received that the following communities spon
sored or supported World Religion Day observances: 
Rogers, Arkansas; Beverly Hills, Chico, Cypress, Glen
dale, Healdsburg, Inglewood, Oceanside, Pismo 
Beach, Santa Clara, and Victorville, California; Den
ver, Colorado; Newark, Delaware; Fort Pierce, Key 
West, Miami, Orlando, Pompano Beach, Sarasota, 
and South Dade, Florida; Belleville, Bloomington, 
Downers Grove, Edwardsville, Evanston, and Rock 
Island, Illinois; South Bend, Indiana; Cedar Falls and 
Muscatine, Iowa: Baton Rouge and New Orleans, 
Louisiana; Baltimore and Montgomery County, Mary
land; Belchertown, Boston and Hyannis,' Massachu
setts; East Lansing, Flint, Kalamazoo, Lansing, Lin
coln Park, and Newaygo, Michigan; Webster Grove, 
Missouri; Billings, Butte, and Deer Lodge, Montana; 
Hastings, Nebraska; Henderson and Las Vegas, Ne
vada; Peterborough, New Hampshire; Bergenfield, 
Dumont, North Plainfield, and Riverton, New Jersey; 
Roswell, New Mexico; Amherst, Brockport, Broone 
County. Buffalo, Greenburgh, Hamburg, Harrison, 
Mamaroneck, Mexico, Oswego, Rye, Scarsdale, and 
White Plains, New York; Columbus, Fostoria, Urbana, 
and Warrensville, Ohio; Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; 
Ashland, Astoria, and Eugene, Oregon; Philadelphia 
and State College, Pennsylvania; Fort Hood, Killeen, 
and San Angelo, Texas; Ogden, Utah, Rochester, Ver
mont; Bremerton, Everett, Spokane, and Tacoma, 
Washington; Fond du Lac, Wisconsin; and Casper 
and Cheyenne, Wyoming. 

Publicity 

According to reports received, some 1,181 column 
inches of gratis publicity in 140 newspapers were re
ceived; about one hour and forty minutes of radio 
time donated, and several displays placed in libraries. 



Some of the friends at the World Religion Day celebration in 
Las Vegas, Nevada. Left to Tight: Gloria CaTter, JacK Harris, 
Flavia HaTri~s .... Stan Shelton, Irene Vanderhoof. Barrie Bailey, 
and Margy MaTZo/ine. 

MembeTS of the WaTTensviHe Heights, Ohio community who 
witnessed the declaration of Mrs. Laura McCauley at their 
observance of World Religion Day. 

Bahd'is receiving World Religion Day Proclamation from Mayor 
Ge;ald Grat..'E's, Lansing, Michigan. FTom left to right: wm~m 
Smith, Joanne Branklin. Mayor Gerald Graves, Linda KUJat. 
and Tom. K ujat. 
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Mayor Frank A. Sedita of Buffalo, New York presents World 
Re[igion Day Prodamation to Mr. Gregory D. Wooster, Chair. 
man Of the Buffalo Baha'i Assembly, Accompanying Mr. 
Wooster is Miss Sherri Richardson and Mr. Mich.ael MineT. 

Mayor Harry SleinfJ.ack oj the City oj Astoria, Oregon hands 
signed World Religion Day PToc[amation to Mr. Robert A. 
Lindstrom, Chairman of the Asforia Baha'i Assembly. 
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Oceanic Conference-Singapore 
When the Oceanic Conference of the South China 

Seas was first announced by The Universal House of 
Just.ice, it was scheduled to be held in Djakarta, In
donesia, and Malaysians were complacently planning 
to attend and enjoy it. Then a few months before the 
due date, a telegram from The Universal House of 
Justice intimated that a change would probably have 
to be made, with a suggestion that Malaysia would be 
the most suitable venue! The communication expressed 
such confidence in the National Assembly's capacity to 
make all arrangements, that the Assembly was both 
elated and humbled. Wheels began to tum immediately. 

After an exhaustive and frustrating search, a suita
ble location was found in Kuala Lumpur, the federal 
capital of Malaysia. But fate stepped in-official per~ 
mission from the government was not forthcoming 
owing to emergency conditions in the country. and so 
the site had to be changed to Singapore. History was 
repeating itself in a strange manner-for in 1958 a Con
tinental Conference called for by the beloved Guardian 
and scheduled for Djakarta had to be hurriedly trans-

ferred to Singapore, and took place in the Victoria 
Memorial Hall, the very place selected for this Ocean
ic Conference. 

Two hundred and fifty mUes and an international 
barrier separated Singapore from Kuala Lumpur but 
teams of active Baha'is overcame passport and finan
cial problems and made dozens of journeys up and 
down by car, scooter or train to see to the physical 
arrangements of the Conference. The National Co
ordinating Unit (a speCially appointed arm of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly to activate all Area Teach
ing Committees in the country) geared its program 
to the Oceanic Conference, and nation-wide appeals 
for home-front pioneers to assist the Singapore Baha'is 
resulted in a stream of friends taking up residence in 
Singapore to help with pre-conference proclamation. 

Pre-Conference Arrangements 

It was beloved Hand, Dr. Muhajir, who headed a 
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mammoth proclamation program. He suggested that 
Malaysia should emulate Japan which had distributed 
300,000 pamphlets at the Osaka Expo. Such fantastic 
figures had not been considered by the Malaysian 
Baha.'js, but with supreme faith in the guidance of the 
beloved Hand, the community plunged into its biggest 
ever proclamation project, Nation-wide co-operation 
was achieved and universal participation became a 
reality. as local spiritual assemblies and area teach
ing committees undertook to cover their respective 
areas and blanketed Malaya and Singapore with a 
total of 435,000 pamphlets in English, Chinese and 
Tamil. All age groups assisted in the project which 
covered thousands of families living in' crowded flats 
or scattered residential areas, shopping centers, fairs 
and ferries. About 3,000 reply cards have been received 
to date. 

Over a thousand commemoration booklets of To
morrOw & Tomorrow were mailed to selected heads of 
state and high ranking dignitaries throughout the 
country. In Singapore, the pamphlets also carried in-

vitati0:rts to a public talk by Hand of the Cause Enocn 
Olinga and a welcome to a grand Baha'i Exhibition. 

Pre-conference sessions included a Proclamation 
Seminar at which delegates from the different partici
pating countries gave suggestions arising out of the 
successes in their respective countries. A whole day of 
consultation with Counsellors, Auxiliary Board mem
bers and National Spiritual Assembly representatives 
was honored by the presence of two Hands of the Cause, 
Enoch Olinga, official representative of the Universal 
House of Justice; and H. Collis Featherstone, represent
ing the Hands of the Holy Land. 

In accordance with instructions from the Supreme 
Body several workshops were held on subjects of spe
cial interest such as ChUd Education, Teaching the 
Chinese masses, University Societies and Funds. These 
took place throughout the conference and the days 
preceding it. 

The Unity Feast held on the eve of the opening day 
was indeed a Feast for the soul! The hall was filled 
with brilliant color, friends from every land, and 

...... ,-
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radiant faces that literally shone with love and joy. 
After prayers were said in many languages and dialects, 
the beloved Hands Enoch Olinga and Collis Feather
stone conveyed loving greetings to the enraptured au
dience. \Vhen the clusing prayer ended-all heaven 
broke luose-as everyone mingled together and the at
mosphere was reminiscent of the London Congress of 
1963. There were Baha'is from Over twenty different 
countries, a:-; far-flung as Alaska, Ethiopia, Turkey and 
Ara bia. The nearby countries like Indonesia and 
Thailand had larger delegations. and the friends from 
Laos and Thailand had chartered a bus. Friends from 
Japan, Hawaii, and the Philippines came in large num
bers. 

Aboriginal believers from the heart of the Malaysian 
jungles, and Iban tribal believers from the longnouses 
of East Malaysia added a special lustre to the many
splendored garden of flowers. It was a dazzling spec
tac1e, and several friends were moved to tears; over
whelmed by the sheer joy of the occasion. 

The Conference Opens 

The conference opened on the 1st of January 
1971, in the carpeted and air-conditioned hall of 
the Victoria Memorial Theatre, and Dr. John Fozdar, 
chairman of the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
host country of Malaysia, welcomed delegates from the 
participating countries of Thailand, Vietnam, Brunei, 
Laos. Philippines and Indonesia, and the friends from 
the many other countries who had travelled thousands 
of miles to be at this historic Oceanic Conference of 
the South China Seas, In a few well chosen words, 
he drew a dramatic picture of history in the making, 
dght before the eyes of the friends. Hardly twenty 
years ago, there were only a handful of believers in 
these vast regions, and only one Regional Spiritual 
Assembly to care for Portuguese Timor, Indonesia, 
Malaya, Singapore, Borneo, Philippines, Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Laos and Thailand. Today there are Na~ 
tional Spiritual Assemblies in seven of these countries. 
Some of those early pioneers were present in the hall. 

Dr. Fozdar declared that in those days of the Ten 
Year Crusade there was a spiritual competition be
tween the African Continent and the Pacific regions, 
and ultimately t victory went to Africa, largely because 
of the incredible achievements of one man. For these 
stupendous feats, the beloved Guardian conferred 
upon him the title "Abul-Futuh", the Father of Vic
tories. With those words. Dr. Fozdar called upon 
Enoch OJinga, the Father of Victories, Knight of Baha
'u'llah and Hand of the Cause of God, to address the 
Conference. It was a very moving moment. 

When the thunderous applause finally died down, 
the beloved Hand with deep humility thanked the 

Photographs, top to bottom: 
Little ch.ildren spent hours helping to insert post paid reply 
cards into the thOU$ands of pamphlets that were distributed in 
Singapore prior to the Oceanic Conference, Jan. 1971. 

Mr. Inbum Chinniah, secretary oj the National Spiritual As
sembly oj Malaysia welcomes Hand of the Cause Enoch Olinga 
on arrivat at the Oceanic Conference Singapore. Mr. Chinniah 
is armed with a walkie-ta~kie throu.gh which the hundredS' of 
friends waHing in the Victoria Memorial HaH were kept in
formed oj the Hand's arri1..-aI. 

Some of the young artists pose in front of their paintings at the 
Baha'i exhibition which was held in conjunction with the 
Oceanic Conference in Singapore. 

Carol Ang of Malaysia reading out one of the nine resolutions 
that were presented b!l the youth believers to The Uniue-r.sa~ 
House oj Justice. Standing at the table (left to rig~t) are 
Arumugam, chairman and Gouind, secretary, oj the National 
Baha'i Youth Council. 
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friends, and then presented the special message from 
the Universal House of Justice. The message called for 
a three·pronged campaign to achieve immediately a 
huge expansion of the Cause in this region, to far ex· 
ceed the goals of the Njne Year Plan, the raising of a 
corp of travelling teachers who will visit all communi
ties and groups to deepen and consolidate Baha'i life, 
and the riSing of Chinese-speaking believers as pio
neers and travelling teachers to proclaim to the Chinese 
masses. The message announced in conclusion, a supple
mentary goal to the Nine Year plan of Malaysia, namely 
the establishment of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Singapore by Riqvim 1972. This announcement came as 
a surprise, and the delegates broke into spontaneous 
applause. 

The friends made pledges of effort and sacrifice to 
exceed the goals of the Nine Year plan. The next two 
days of the Conference saw young and old Baha'is, 
veterans and new declarants, inspired and moved to 
action in many directions, as pioneers from different 
countries added their experiences to the wealth of 
guidance from the beloved Hands, Continental Coun
sellors, and Auxiliary Board Members who addressed 
the friends. Mr. Olinga compared the Baha'is to an 
army of light. and observed that the general of an 
army has the greatest concern for the soldiers in the 
front line. There were numerous signs throughout the 
Conference that the beautiful garden of God has in
deed transformed itself into an army of God. Many 
friends went up to the front to volunteer to pioneer. 
Mr. Olinga invited to the platform all members of 
National Assemblies, COWlsellors and Board members, 
greeted each one affectionately and introduced each 
one to the gathering. There were five Continental 
Counsellors, eleven Auxiliary Board Members, and 
thirty-five Assembly Members representing fourteen 
countries. 

Pioneering 
The next day during the session on pioneering, Mr. 

Olinga called to the stage all those who had pioneered, 
and asked a few to speak of their experiences. Among 
them was a crippled believer and another in a wheel 
chair, whose simple words touched the hearts of the 
friends. Later he made a call to everyone to join the 
heroic group of pioneers. They presented a majestic 
sp'ectacle stretching in a great arc across the famed 
stage of the Victoria Memorial Hall. 

Then followed the most thrilling moments of the 
Conference, when onto the platform trooped the 
young and the not-so·young believers, scarcely know
ing whether their offer to pioneer win be accepted by 
Baha'u'llah. There were more than sixty who an
swered the call, not including the children in families. 
Among those who rOse to pioneer was the Secretary 

Photographs, top to bottom: 

Severat groups of Baha'is chartered buses to the Conference in 
SingapO'Te. Seen here is th.e proup from Alar Star way u.p on the 
Northern bord€f' Of Mala-y.na. Their banners attracted attention 
aU along the 600 mUe journey. 

A happy group of Laotian believers of the Mea and Yao tribes, 
seen here with friends tram East and West Malaysia. Th.e Laotian 
delegates came by charte-red bus right through Thailand to 
SingapG'J'e. 

Aboripinal youth trom the jungles of Malaysia who attended 
the S;ngapore" Conference seen here taking part in the Youth 
Session. 

Cou.nsellor Dr. CheUie Sundram explaining an exhibit on the 
"Institution. of the Hand3tJ at the BaM'! Exhibition heW in con
junction with th.e Oceanic Conference in Singapore. 
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of the host Assembly, Mr. 1. Chinniah, his wife and 
four children. The faces 'Of the pioneers appeared to 
shine with the knowledge of self-discovery and resul
tant happiness. 

,),,11'. Olinga said later "we must be light as the air, 
not heavy, we must be detached from all things save 
God. " 

V.I.P. Reception 

A reception was held one evening for the VIPs of 
Singapore to meet Hand of the Cause Mr. Olinga and 
the visiting delegates from all over the World. The 
response from the public was disappointing, but the 
Baha'is who gathered for the party, resplendent in 
vivid national costumes, had a marvellous and de
lightful get-together and dozens of colorful photo
graphs were taken. The reception was held on New 
Year's Day which was probably why the invited digni
taries were not able to attend. However, everyone of 
them had been made aware of the Oceanic Conference 
and informed of the Faith through a gift presentation 
of a Baha'i book. 

Public Talk 
Beloved Hand of the Cause Mr. Enoch Olinga was 

the speaker at a public talk which was widely adver
tised through personal invitations and posters on 
buses throughout Singapore. The subject was !LA Ray 
of Hope for Everyone". Professor Bausani of Italy was 
the Chairman for the meeting which was very well 
attended. 

Baha'i Exhibition 

A unique feature of the Conference was an elabo
rate Baha'i Exhibition which was held in the spacious 
Exhibition Hall of the Victoria Memorial Building. 
Its theme was 'A Ray of Hope for Everyone' which 
was the theme of the public talk by Mr. Olinga. The 
exhibition was designed to present the magnitude of 
the Faith by illustrating (1) The Central Figures of 
the Faith, (2) its noble lnstitutions, (3) the Divine 
Prescription for Jiving offered to the individual, the 
community and the world, (4) the global enchant
ment of the Baha'i Faith. These themes were presented 
through twenty-five beautiful and striking displays of 
different kinds which were so designed as to be of 
interest both to Baha'is and enquirers. They included 
large and colorful panels of brief selected quotations 

Photographs, top to bottom: 

Hand of the Cause Enoch Olinga greets Mrs. George Lee of 
the National Spiritual Assemf>ly of Malaysia. Mn. Lee is one 
oj Singapore's earliest beHevers. Extreme right is Mr. Rust Irani 
pioneer to Brunei, and beside Mrs. Lee is Au.x1tiary Board mem
f>er, FeT1'idoun Missagh.ian of Laos. 

Trans-continental telephone hook-up. Dr. John Fozdar, chair
man of the National Spiritual Assembly oj Malaysia on the 
pwtjorm Of the Victoria Memorial Hall speaking to Monrovia, 
Liberia, where the Continental Conference for West and Central 
Africa was being simultaneously held. Lookinv on are Inbum 
Chinniah, National Secretary, National Spintual Assembly, 
Malaysia; Hand of the Cause Enoch Otinga and Counsellor Mr. 
Momtazi from Japan. 

Hand oj the Cause Enoch Olinga and jriends at the Baha'i 
Exhibition, Oceanic Conference Singapore. Extreme Tight is 
CounsellOr Dr. Chellie Sundram, designer and executor of the 
exhibition. Beside him is Counsellor Yan Kee Leong. 

Mr. Mehnet Ali Agorh of Istanbul, Turkey (feft) and Joyce and 
Fred Norman of Alaska at a session du.ring the Oceanic Con
ference, Singapore. 
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from the holy writings, and also the Unity Prayer at 
the entrance to the hall. Big striking paintings -of the 
Houses of Worship were a focal point, as was an ex
tensive exhibit on the Institution of the Hands. Thir
ty-one photographs were presented (reproduced and 
enlarged from the Baha'i WOTtd volume) and against 
each picture a short history of each Hand was given. 

The global progress of the Faith was demonstrated 
through maps and pictures, while a ten-foot high 
mural of the Shrine of the Bab dominated the exhibi
tion halL Baha'u'llah's Proclamation to the Kings, and 
the six Intercontinental Commemoration Conferences 
were presented in an appealing manner. The relation
ship between the United Nations and the Baha'i 
Faith was explained through a very extensive exhibit 
stretching into three separate panels, in which Baha
'u'Uah's blue-print for a World Commonwealth was 
given in brief captions t and the similarity of the 
UN Charter on Human Rights was compared with 
illustrations. A colorful section that brought forth 
many '·oohs" and "ahs" from the audience, was the 
Baha'i Children's Art section where a selection of 
children's paintings were artistically displayed, togeth
er with short quotations from the scriptures which 
had inspired them, all from the Hidden Words. 

A popular attraction was the continuous screening 
of a series of pictures on a back-projection screen that 
enabled color transparencies to be viewed in normal 
room light. There were two separate programs, one 
of Baha'i Holy places and 4Diazos' of thirty-six se
lected Baha'i Writings. The other was of four sets of 
beautiful scenes which formed the background to il
lustrate Baha'u'J1ah's oft-quoted HBlessed is the spot 
and the house . . . ". 

Mr. Olinga declared that he had not seen anything 
in the world to compare with this exhibitiont and he 
was sure Uthe designer had been guided by the 
Holy Spirit to produce such a magnificent, dignified 
and beautiful exhibition". The designer and execu
tor was Continental Board Counsellor, Dr. Chellie J. 
Sundram, who had worked for three months contin
uously with a small group of helpers in Penang, to 
create the exhibits, and then crate and ship them 
down to Singapore five hundred miles away. 

A continuous stream of enquirers visited the Ex
hibition? and there were some declarations resulting 
from follow-up sessions. 

Photographs, top to bottom: 

Continental Counse!loT Mr. Momtazi of the N.E. Asian Zone at 
the speakeT during th.e pioneering session oj the Singapore 
Conference a!J.out Mrs. Louise Caney who aU1iouqh physicaIIlI 
handicapped and in a. wheelchair was a source oj tnspiration to 
others. MT. & Mrs. Calley aTe pioneers in Japan trom U.s.A. 

Hand of the Cause Enoch. DHng« with Luke Lee, a blind Ma
layrian believer who volunteered to pioneer. His offer has been 
processed by the Nationa! Spiritual Assembly and Luke is leav
Ing for Sarawak where he can earn a living by weaving baskets~ 

The Oceanic Conference was a meeting place for many old 
friends /rom far fiung countries. Here veteran pionee-rs Prof. 
Avaregan trom Ita~y neft) is delighted to see anotneT veteran. 
pionee-r Mr. TehTani who has been in Japan faT the last 13 yeaTS. 

Beloved Hands: Enoch O~inga and CoUis Featherstone dUTi1l.g 
the session tor consu~tation with the Continental BoaTd Coun
sellors, Auxiliary Board Members and National SpiTitual As~ 
sem!J.Ill Representatives prior to the Oceanic Conference. 

Some oj the friends of the Oceanic Conference ;:n Si.ngapore who 
came up to anstVer the can tor pioneE'Ts. They are seen here 
fining out forms fOT pioneering, on the platform at the Victoria 
M emariaL HaH. 
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Youth Sessions 
Another highlight of the conference was the Youth 

Session on the final day_ Youth representatives from 
all the countries were presented on stage with each 
giving inspiring reports. Theirs was the voice of confi
dence and courage, of strength and sacrifice. The eli':" 
max was the presentation of nine resolutions written 
on colored banners which were sent to the Universal 
House of Justice. In addition, a carefully worded 
pledge of loyalty was read out, and this was also en
trusted to the beloved Hand to present to the Univer
sal House of Justice. 

The story of a Malaysian youth, C. S. Maniam who 
gave up his life just before the Conference when he 
contracted malaria, added a sad note to the other
wise exuberant youth session. It was related how Ma· 
niam was in the deep jungle urging the aboriginal 
believers to attend the conference, when he fell sick 
and died a week later in hospital. A prayer was said 
for him. He was indeed a descendant of the Dawn
breakers, 

Other Sessions 
The Conference program was so arranged as to give 

the participants a picture of the Significant role each 
pas to play in these historic days. Beloved Hand of 
the Cause Collis Featherstone spoke on "The Indi~ 
vidual in the New World Order"; Professor Bausani 
of Italy spoke on the "Principles of Education from a 
Baha'i Point of View"; thus leading up to the subject 
~'A New Race of Men" which was covered by Mr. 
Philip MarangelIa of Japan. The Baha'i Fund was 
dealt with by Auxiliary Board member Mrs, Shirln 
Fozdar and when the call for contributions was made 
over $38,000 was pledged or paid by the participants. 

Trans-Continental Telephone Call 
While hundreds of friends were enjoying the Ocean· 

ic Conference of the South China Seas in Singapore, 
other Baha'is were attending the Continental Con· 
ference of West and Central Africa, being held simul· 
taneously in Monrovia, Liberia. A dramatic telephone 
hook-up was arranged to take place on the second day 
of the Conference, Dr. John Fozdar, chairman of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Malaysia, conveyed 
the greetings of the friends in Singapore, and then Mr. 
Olinga, spoke to Amatu'l-Baha Rui)iyyih Khanum. Al
though the amplifier failed at the critical time and 
the eager friends in the Hall could not hear the voices 
from the other side, everyone shared in the excite
ment of this modern miracle, as every heart was in 
tune with the spirit of the day. 

Inspiration of the Conference 
The Conference had indeed been a spiritual feast 

from beginning to end. The Beloved Hands Olinga 
and Featherstone had been channels for such spiritual 
love and inspiration that the friends were raised to 
new heights of dedication. and humbled at the im· 
portance of the role they have to play. Mr. OIinga 
expressed it. "Baha'is are important because the world 
needs the Baha'i teachings. He who dedicates himself 
to the service of humanity is important, Those who 
are engaged in leading the people and nations to love 
and goodwill, they are important. This importance 
is not from us. It is bestowed on us by God, and we 
must strive daily to acquire the capacity to serve better. 
We must be humble before Him and if we surrender 
our will to His will, He will bless and guide us", 
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Bahci'{ Week 
in East Lansing, Michigan 

:rh~_ East Lansing local Spiritual Assembly Offid the 
::VIIchigan State University Baha'i Club co·sponsored 
a nine day "Baha'i WeekI I from January 8-17. 

Wednesday, January 6, Three representatives of the 
local Spiritual Assembly met with Mayor Gordon 
Thomas of East Lansing. presented him with The Proc· 
lam at ion of Baha'u'luih and the Baha'i statement on 
"Loyalty to Government" and he in tUrn signed a 
procl~mation nami~g January 17 as World Religion 
Day In East Lansmg. Two papers carried pictures 
and another article on the presentation and procIama· 
han, 

Friday, January 7. A welcoming party·firesidE::: was 
held for early conference arrivals. 

Saturday, January 9. Two-hundred people nearly 
100 non-Baha'is came to Erickson Hall on th~ Michi
gan State University campus to attend an all-day and 
evening conference entitled "Who is Baha'u'llith.'?" 
Special articles on the event appeared in three news
papers and the M.S.U. paper had a special article with 
a picture of Dr. Peter Khan and Dr. Janet Khan in 
the following Monday edition entitled HUnity: Cor
nerstone of the Baha'i Faith." 

Sunday January 10-16. A special display case in the 
M,S.U, Union was set up with a large uBaha'u'llah" 
poster for the entire week. Firesides were held on Sun
day, Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday. A three
minute television interview was broadcast on a Lan
sing television station to advertise World Religion 
Day. 

Sunday, January 17. A World Religion Day panel 
dISCUSSIOn was held. The event was carried in three 
newspapers, The newspaper publicity for the week 
total~d ~eventy.five inc~es. Thirty-eight people, in
cludmg eIghteen non·Baha'is attended. 

Lansing's first state·wide youth conference used the 
direct teaching method, centering it around the mis
sion and station of Baha 'u'llah, The two main pur
poses of the conference were: to deepen Baha'is in 
their love and understanding of Baha'u'llah and to 
make His Mission known to as many residents as pos
sible. 

Public Information Representative Thomas Shar
rard writes: "The idea of assembling large numbers 
of Baha'is for the unity, spirit and promotion of the 
Faith cannot be underestimated, The more people 
you get together, the mare nationally prominent your 
speaker. the more press coverage and public interest 
you can arouse. We are already making plans for an
other conference." 

Dr. Peter Khan, Auxiti.aTtI Board membeT and his wife D-r, 
Janet Khan, as they begin th.e East Lansing Youth ConfeTf..nce, 
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Vietnam Visited by Hand of the Cause Enoch Olinga 
Hand of the Cause of God Mr. Enoch Olinga ar

rived in Saigon from Thailand on Saturday afternoon 
January 30, 1971, and wag greeted at Tan Son Nhut 
airport by Mr. Nguyan-Van-Loi Auxiliary Board 
Member, four National Spiritual Assembly members 
and other friends. In the evening the same day, Mr. 
Enoch Ohnga met the Baha'i friends of Saigon and 
Gia-Dinh who gathered at the National Ha~iratu'l
QUds and all were happy to receive from Mr. Olinga 
the warm love of the World Center and of a11 the 
friends in Africa, America, South-East Asia and in all 
the islands of the Pacific Ocean. 

At a larger gathering on Sunday morning January 1 
at the National Haziratu'l-Quds, Mr. Enoch Olinga 
kindled the great "fir'e of service in the hearts of all 
the friends so that twelve of them stood up to volun
teer to serve as travelling teachers. At this great occa
sion. Mr. Nguyen-Van-Loi Auxiliary Board member 
also promised that he will spend more of his time to 
assist the friends in these teaching trips. 

Mr. Enoch OIinga Hand of the Cause of God has 
also visited the Baha'j school in the Eleventh Precinct 
of Saigon on February 1, in the evening. At this happy 
occasion he called the children to prepare them
selves to pioneer in Africa and in other parts of the 
world when they grow up. He also gave an inspiring 
talk to the adult Bah'; 'is and made them all happy and 
eager to serve more actively the Cause of God. 

Mr. Enoch Olinga met with the National Commit
tee for Teaching and Consolidation on Sunday after
noon and with the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Vietnam the next day. Mr. Nguyen-Van-Loi, 
E;oard member, was present at both meetings. Mr. 
Enoch Olinga shared with the friends his precioUS 
experiences and gave advice based on the teachings 
and laws revealed by His Holiness Baha'u'llah. 

Accompanied by Mr. Nguyen-Van-Loi, Board member 
ber and Mr. Le Loc, Mr. Quang-Dinh-Minh, Mr. Tru
ong Liem Dong, Mr. Le Duy Thinh, National Spiritual 
Assembly members, and members of the Zone Teach
ing Committee of Cong-Ly. Mr. Enoch OIinga visited 
Ninh-Thuan Province for four days. The Baha'is and 

sympathizers in this Province and the friends from 
Binh-Thuan, Binh: .. Tuy, Khanh-Hoa, Cam-Ranh have 
gathered at many Baha'i centers to listen to his talks. 
Meetings have taken place in Phan-Rang, Thanh-Phong, 
Phuong-Cuu, Nhon~Son, Van-Son, Du-Khimh, Long-Hai, 
Phu-Qui, Thai-Giao and especially Ta-Duong. Ta-Duong 
is a Baha'i village with the village chief and the chair
man of the people's village council who are all Baha'is. 
The friends of this ·viUage greeted Mr. Enoch Olinga 
with the traditiOnal musics of the Thuongs. 

Mr, Enoch Olinga proceeded to Laos on February 
6th and left behind him in Vietnam a great spirit of 
wisdom, love and service, The National Community 
of Vietnam is very grateful to Baha'u'Uah for this 
bounty. 

Hand of the Cause Enoch Olingawith Mr, Nguyen-Vdn-LOi. Aux
iliaTY Board mem-beT and twelve new traveHinll teachers who 
weTe raised up to seTve the Cause after an inspi"nQ' talk b1l Mr, 
OHnga on January 31, 1971. 

Baha'is oj Saigon, Vietnam and Gia-Dinh who gathered at the Nati01la~ .(faz{rat~·~-Q~~ on JanuaTY 31. 1971 to meet with 
Hand Of the Cause Enoch OUnga. a.nd Auxiliary Board member Mr. Nguyen-Van-L01.. 
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Counsellor S. Appa's Visit to Seychelles Islands 
The Baha'i community of the Seychelles will ever 

remem ber the visit of Counsellor S. Appa from Octo4 

ber 17 to November 21, 1970, as he is the first Coun
sellor ever to visit this location. From the time he ms
embarked from his steamer to the day of his departure, 
he had hardly a day of rest. He visited each and every 
group of Baha'is. He visited the Islands of La Digue 
and PrasHn communities. More than once he met with 
the Baha'i youth, the local Assembly of Victoria and 
the Area Teaching CommIttee. He helped in wrrning 
a teaching plan with the emphasis upon 'universal 
participation.' He lovingly pointed out short·comings 
and explained the way the friends could achieve more 
speedy results in teaching. He himself conducted fire
sides, teaching by example and obtained declara
tions. 

Mr. Appa was the s.peaker for a public meeting on 
the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of the United 
Nations. Two United Nations films were shown, along 
with the Baha'i films "A New Wind." A large audi
ence attended with many non-Baha'is. Good news
paper reports were made. and a broadcast on Radio 
Seychelles was made about the U.N. meeting. 

On the Birthday of Bahit'u'llah, Counsellor Appa 
recorded a talk in French on the life and teachings of 
Baha'u'llah for Radio Seychelles which was. broadcast. 

The Counsellor visited Baha'is of La Digue Island 
and discussed prospects of reviving the Assembly 
there. He spent three evenings with the group at Anse 
Boileau, some seventeen miles west of Mahe. In one 
fireside there, three persons declared their Faith and 
two declared later, thus assuring an Assembly, the 
fourth on the Island of Mahe. 

The high point of the visit of Mr. Appa was at the 
Teaching Conference sponsored jointly by the Board 
of Counsellors for Southern Africa and the National 
Baha'i Spiritual Assembly of the Indian Ocean. From 
Mahe, La Digue and Praslin believers were present, 
eighty percent of them. Counsellor Appa spoke on the 
goals of the Nir.e Year plan. A message from the Na· 
tional Spiritual Assembly of the Indian Ocean was 
read from which we quote in part: 

" , .. These two remaining years until the end of the 
plan are vital for the solid establishment and consoli
dation of the Faith in your area.. the time is terribly 
short ... your efforts will culminate in the formation 
of your own National Spiritual Assembly at Ric;1.van 
1~72." 

On November 21, Counsellor left the Seychelles .for 
Mombasa en route to Mauritius. During the almost 
five weeks visit Mr. Appa endeared himself to each 
and every member of the Baha'i community, old and 
young. 

BelieveTs at the first AU Seychelles Teaching Conference during the visit of Counsellor S. Appa. (October 31-NovembeT 2, 1910) 
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Hand of the Cause H. Collis Featherstone 
Visits Dacca 

Hand of the Cause H. Collis Featherstone, with his 
wife and son arrived in Dacca in the morning of J anu
ary 12 by air from Rangoon after attending the 
Oceanic Conference in Singapore. They were warmly 
received by Baha'is awaiting them, and were gar
landed by the Baha'i chiJdren, Among those greeting 
the Featherstones were Auxiliary Board members Mr. 
Meharban Jamshedi and Mr. Amjad Ali. 

In the afternoon a Teaching Conference was held 
in the Baha'i Center. Two new believers present were 
dressed as Mullas t with long white beards; they had 
been serving as professional "Pesh Imam" before be
coming Baha'is. Mr. Featherstone, said ~'Praise be to 
Baha'u'llah that these people are embracing the 
Cause" and kissed them both. About twenty persons 
from different villages were present. 

In the evening Mr. Featherstone met with the 
entire Baha'i Community of Dacca and Mirpur. The 
hall was full to capacity. He outlined achievements 
of the Nine Year plan and concluded with stories of 
some of the tribal areas previously visited. 

At a public meeting in the afternoon of January 13. 
the hall was full to capacity and the talk received 
concentrated attention. Mr. Featherstone's topic was 
"The Place of Religion in the Modern World." The 
Chairman was Mr. Meharban Jamshedi. A local Doc
tor made his declaration that evening. Reports of the 
meeting were carried by two local newspapers the next 
morning. 

Further activities of Mr. Featherstone included a 
meeting at the Baha'i Center at Mirpur. At a meeting 
with the East Pakistan Regional Teaching Committee, 
the local Spiritual Assembly of Dacca and two Auxil
iary Board members, Mr. Featherstone was as~ured 
that East Pakistan would be ready to fulfill the wIshes 
of the Universal House of Justice to form its National 
Spiritual Assem bly in 1972. 

National Teaching Committee of SeycheHes Islands: CounseUoT 
S. Appa standing in center. 

Bandung, Indonesia Conference 
The Bandung Conference was held on January 9 

and 10 with seventy friends attending, many who had 
earJier attended the Oceanic Conference in Singapore. 
Hand of the Cause Enoch Olinga; Mr. K. H. Payman, 
of the Continental Board of Counsellors; Auxiliary 
Board members Dr. Soraya, Mr. Salijanto, Me. Surip 
Sukiman; Professor Avaregan, from Italy; and five 
members of the National Spiritual Assembly of Indo
nesia were present; also Mr. and Mrs. Ramer from 
Hawaii and Mr. and Mrs. Siwinski from Australia. 
Indonesian friends came from nineteen localities. 

Some of the friends shared their experiences from 
the Singapore Conference. Mr. Payman, Counsellor, 
described the goals of the Nine Year plan. 

Mr. Ohnga called for pioneers and traveling teach
ers fourteen souls, one a woman, declared they are 
ready to go anywhere in homefront goals. 

The spirit of the Conference will spread to every 
part of Indonesia and give momentum to complete 
the goals. A chain of local conferences were scheduled 
for the following month to be held in Semarang, Sura4 
baja, Makasar and Padang. 

The tense poEtical situation limited the sending of 
telegrams and cables. The Baha'is of the Bandung 
Conference wish to convey to the Baha'is of the world a 
request for prayers for confirmation and removal of 
difficulties. 

Celebration of Mark Tobey's Birthday 
Helps Proclaim Faith in Seattle 

December 11, 1970, was world-renowned Mark To
bey's 80th birthday. As a salute to Mr. Tobey on this 
occasion four exhibitions of Mr. Tobey's works were 
featured for a month in Seattle which Mr. Tobey 
caned home and where he did much of his painting 
for many years. The most prestigious was an exhibi
tion of eighty works at the Seattle Art Museum, mostly 
from the museum's own large collection, and some 
from private collections. Published by the museum 
for the event was a beautiful catalogue titled "Tobey's 
8O-A Retrospective" which makes brief reference to 
the Baha'i Faith. The exhibition also resulted in a fine 
article on Mr. Tobey in the British art magazine ApoI~ 
lo, considered to be one of the mo~t elegant publica
tions of this type in the world. In thIS article there are 
several good references to the Faith. 

Opening on the date of Mr. Tobey's birthday there 
was a showing at the Henry Gallery of the University 
of Washington of sixty works from the Tobey collec~ 
lion owned by Mr. and Mrs. Arthur L. Dahl. On the 
Sunday folJowing Mr. Dahl gave his lecture on Mr. 
Tobey illustrated by his set of slides and a movie about 
his relationship with Mr. Tobey. This lecture con
tained a good deal about the Bahi'i Faith and its 
influence on Mr. Tobey's life and work. 

Mr. Dahl was also interviewed by the art critic of the 
Seattle Times during which he made a number of 
references to the Baha'i Faith through which he and 
Mrs. Dahl first met Mr. Tobey in the early 1940's. A 
somewhat lengthy article resulting from the interview 
appeared in the Seattle Times December 14. 

Taking advantage of this occasion, the Seattle 
Baha'i community arranged a number of special pro
grams and firesides for the public proclamation of the 
Faith to which the artist friends of Mr. Tobey were 
especially invited. Publicity was excellent in all media 
of communication. 
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New Zealand Visited by Hand of the Cause Enoch Olinga 

Hand 01 the Cause Enoch OHnga, with Mrs. Tinai lfancock a 
Fijian believer and daughter. On right is a Maori behe-ver, M1"s. 
May Davies. 

Public meeting herd in conjunction with visit of Hand at. the 
Cause Enoch Olinga at Auckland. Pane~ members, left to ngnt: 
Mrs Jean Simmons John Griffin, Mrs. Gwen Venus, Mrs. Dan
ietr€n. Mrs. Helen GrigoT. 

Hand of the Cause Enoch Olinga arrived at Auck4 
land, New Zealand on Sunday, November 22, 1970, and 
was welcomed at a meeting held near the 1:Ia.?iratu'14 
Quds. After warmly greeting old and new friends, Mr. 
Olinga spoke of the growth of the Cause throughout 
the world. of the sacrifices which have been made and 
are being made, and of the great bOW1ty to not only 
Baha'is, but the whole world, of having The Universal 
House of Justice. 

At lunch the friends were joined by Dr. Marcus Bach, 
eminent authority on comparative religion. and some 
of his Auckland hosts. The visitors were introduced 
to Mr. OEnga and were able to discuss some aspects 
Qf the Faith. It was a happy meeting which will be 
long remembered. 

In the afternoon, Mr. Olinga travelled by plane to 
Christchurch in the South Island. Although his tight 
schedule allowed him only a few hours there. his ar
rival was noticed by a jarge number of people who 
made inquiries about the Faith as a result. The joy 
and excitement of the Christchurch believers and the 
happiness radiating from Mr. Olinga was rewarded 
with a declaration. 

On returning to Auckland on Monday afternoon, 
Nov. 23rd. Mr. Olinga was interviewed on the radio 
and television. His radio time was extended allowing 
listeners to phone in for further information about 
the Faith. The message was given that Baha'u'}l;ih is 
the Manifestation of God in this day. 

That evening a widely publiCized meeting was held, 
with about 250 persons attending. Songs by a group 
of children made a delightful prelude for the inspir
ing address of the Hand of the Cause. Present at this 
meeting was a Maori minister of religion, who had 
met Mr. Olinga during his earlier visit to Auckland, 
twelve years before. 

On the last day of thi, visit, Mr.Olinga addressed 
the children of Pasadena Intermediate School and re
ceived a very warm welcome. 

Mr. Olinga's final engagement was as a guest of 
honor at a luncheon at the Royal International Hotel. 
Among the forty persons present was Mr. W. H. 
Tongue, the Deputy Mayor of Auckland. Mr. Olinga 
gave an impressive talk which brought a sincere re· 
sponse from his hearers. This concluding function 
planned by the National Spiritual Assembly left an 
impression of love and deep appreciation for the 
spiritual exhilaration brought by the Hand of God. 

Hand of the Cause Enoch OHnga addTessing pu.blic meeting 
at AucklandJ New Zealand. Chairman. MTS, Swen Venus. 
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Tlingit Prince Has Bahci'(Funeral 
David Johnson was a Tlingit Prince from Taku. He 

was also the first to become a Baha'i in Kake, in south
eastern Alaska. It was appropriate that he was also 
the first Baha'i from Kake to have a Baha'i funeral. 

From the time he first became a Baha'i, David was 
devoted and steadfast. Many people learned of the 
Baha'i Faith through David. Many were given cour
age in their Faith because of him. In October 1970, 
David attended the Conference on Minority Teaching 
in Petersburg, During that conference he adopted and 
gave Tlingit names to two members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly: Robin Fowler and John KoIstoC'. 

Shortly after that conference a call went out for 
some Tlingit dancers to go to the area north of Fair
banks to take part in a Baha'i proclamation team. 
David and- two who had recently become Baha'is be
cause of rum-John Smith and Frank James-arose to 
serve. David was an inspiration to others. He stood up 
wen despite his seventy-two years and the severe con· 
ditions which were encountered on the month-long 
teaching trip. 

About six weeks after he returned from the prada. 
mation trip, David was sent to the hospital in Peters
burg. He was in a coma from which he never recovered 
and he died on January 30. 

Since he had given John Kolstoe his own name in 
the adoption ceremony in Petersburg, John was imme
diately notified and went to Kake for the funeral. He 
arrived in Kake the day before the funeral, together 
with Harry Johnson and Peter Johnson, two of David's 
children. Shortly after their arrival the weather closed 
in, making travel impossible for others who had 
planned to attend the funer a1. 

David was so dearly loved in Kake that the entire 
community worked together to complete the arrange
ments. The members of the Alaska Native Brother· 
hood and Alaska Native Sisterhood worked hard to 
build the casket and dig the grave, and provide food. 
Everyone expressed love for David in one way or an· 
other. 

A touching ceremony was held the night before the 
funeral as the body was placed in the casket. At that 
time many more people learned a little bit about the 
Baha'i Faith that David had accepted. An all night 
vigil was kept in the hall. 

It ·was a cold, blustery February 2 when David's 
friends came in great num bers to the ANB hall to at
terid the first Baha'i funeral in Kake. Arrangements 
had been made so that both the Alaska Native Broth
erhood and the Sisterhood could have memoria1 ser
vices just prior to the Baha'i service. 

The ringstone symbol, a gift from the Universal 
House of Justice to the Baha'is of Kake, was displayed 
near David's casket. It was used to illustrate what it 
was that this dearly loved 'one had come to believe. A 
rep1ica of it will be carved in wood as a grave marker. 
Many were touched by the service. One non·Baha'i 
said that during the service it was just as if David was 
standing next to the readers. 

The pallbearers were especial1y attentive. Normal
ly the casket is taken to a dock where a boat takes it 
to'the island graveyard. The pallbearer's duty is done 
at the dock. However, for David, despite the cold, 
stormy weather, the pal1bearers boarded the boat, 
crossed the choppy water and went all the way to the 
graveside in driving snow where they set the casket at 
rest. 

By Tlingit tradition, there is a forty day mourning 
period following a death. For David that, too, was 
altered. The Baha'i proclamation team had been in 
Southeast Alaska for some time. Their schedule was 
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changed so they would be in Kake the day after the 
funeral. While this singing and dancing was contrary 
to tradition, it was appropriate for David. The pro
gram was dedicated to him and served as a memorial 
for him. 

On that day following the funera1, nineteen en
listed under the banner of Bahil'u'llith. Peter, David's 
youngest son, was the first of these in the morning. 
While In the presence of his brother, Harry, who was 
already CI Bah:i'i, and John Kolstoe, he decided to take 
up his fathe-r's faith. The other eighteen were moved 
to accept Baha'u'Hah during the proclamation pro
gram in the evening. 

What a fitting tribute to Tlingit prince David John~ 
son. Even in death he continued to teach. 

(From Alaska BAHA'i NEWS, Feb. 1971) 

In Memory of Floyd Hardin, Early Pioneer 
of World Language Movement 

Baha'is and their friends who realize the importance 
of an international language will be interested to 
learn that Mr. Floyd B. Hardin, who passed away 
on January 13 at the age of 85 years after only a few 
weeks residence in Winnetka, Illinois, was an "authority 
on world languages and the international language 
movement. He was the founder. publisher apd editor 
of the International Langu.age ReView, which circu
lated in some fifty nations and served as a clearing 
house of all matters connected with the international 
language movement. At the age of about twenty he 
began to campaign diligently for the adoption of an 
internationa] auxiliary language, subsequently be
came active in the Esperanto Society of the United 
States, and co-founder of the American School for Es
peranto. Over the years he served as board member 
in a number of organizations working in the field of 
world language and communication. He wrote many 
articles and poems in Esperanto, and was also the 
author of other items in verse, some of which have 
been widely reprinted in anthologies of poetry. 

Prior to becoming a Baha'i Mr. Hardin was a clergy· 
man of both the Methodist and Unitarian ordinations. 
He was born in Geneva, Illinois, the fifth generation, 
going back to the American Revolutionary War, in a 
line of Methodist ministers. At the age of sixteen he 
was licensed to preach. At the outbreak of World 
War I, dismayed over the mobilization of Christian 
against Christian, Mr. Hardin organized c1ergymen in 
a protest against war, resulting in his arrest along 
with other clergymen on the charge of unlawful as
sembly. After he served ninety days of the sentence. 
the California Supreme Court reversed the decision 
and the defendants were released. 

As a member of the Bibliographical Center of Re· 
search at Denver, Mr. Hardin was author of a number 
of important bibliographies and of works on mathe
matics, phHosophy and theology. Among the latter 
are War and the Moral Reconstruction of Theology 
(19181 and outline of a New Theism. It was his 
search for spiritual truth which led Mr. Hardin in 
1961 to accept and become a member of the Baha'i 
Faith. In that year he married Mrs. Evelyn Lackey 
Bivins of Nashville, Tennessee, who became Mr. Har
din's assistant editor for the International Language 
Review until the magazine was combined with an~ 
other publication in 1969. 

Mrs. Hardin is presently managing editor of the 
BAHA'i NEWS and the NATIONAL BAHA'i REVIEW. 

1f 
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ARKANSAS MASS TEACHING 
A Mass Teaching Conference was held by the Ar

kansas State Goals Committee in Little Rock on J an
uary 23~24. The location is in easy driving distance of 
many small town and rural areas with large black 
populations. 

Approximately -fifty-five Baha'is from Arkansas at· 
tended (the total number in the state was ninety-five), 
Another fifty-five came from out of state, in carloads 
from Texas, Georgia, the CaroJinas, West Virginia, 
including Deep South Committee members Faradoon 
Jalali, Poova Murday and Charles Bullock, and Auxil
iary Board member Paul Pettit, and National Teach
ing Committee member, Brandy Watson. 

Those coming into town "began arriving Friday af
ternoon and kept arriving all night and into the next 
day. 

On Saturday morning, everyone gathered at Dunbar 
Community Center, in the middle of a black concen· 
tration of population. The earliest arriving carload 
had already enrolled a local youth. The conference 
began with a sharing about mass teaching, and sing
ing, and praying. Lunch was served and then everyone 
teamed up and went out to find the waiting souls. 
Many teams included veterans of the Seven-Year 

'Plans -and the Ten-Year Crusade';" now in their seven
ties and eighties. The Arkansas State Goals Commit
tee had secured highway maps for each car team and 
had designated appx:oximately fifteen areas of concen
tration. Each team":!ionsisted of a driver, persons who 
were black and wh#e, and those who had done mass 
teaching and those who had not. 

When they arrived at their destination!S, they sub
divided into groups of not more than three, prefer
ably two, and began prayerfully to seek the souls who 
were themselves seeking God. After an hour and a half 
of teaching in the beautiful January sunshine, the 
rains came, thick and hard. As the teams gathered 
back in Dunbar Center in the late afternoon, they 
brought word of 133 new recruits in the army of the 
Peerless One, one eighty-nine years old, and the open
ing of twelve new locations. The population of Baha'is 
in Arkansas had more than doubled in two hours, they 
telegraphed the National Assembly. 

The evening meeting, as the rain continued out
Side, was a time for sharing~ planning, watching "It's 
Just the Beginning," and immersing in the pool of 
tranquility of the Road Show Singers. 

Later the Deep South Committee and State Goals 
Committee met together. Still later, youth who had 
come from afar to help teach returned misty-eyed, to 
recount how their new-found sister, Robbie Wilson, 
the first Baha'i in Arkansas 30 years ago, had taken 
them at midnight into the hills outside of town to a 
cemetery where they stood by the grave of the one who 
had taught her the Faith and had given his life at his 
pioneering post in the First Seven-year Plan-Howard 

... _.; ,... ...-.;--

Colby Ives, the Father of Arkansas. Time was spanned 
and hand In hand with Robbie, they knew that souls 
have no age, only attributes. It echoed a feeling from 
the evening meeting when a large cake was unveiled 
beadng an inscription to the honor of the early be
lievers of Arkansas. A special blessing from the Holy 
Land came by way of a Persian friend who annointed 
each one present with attar of roses. 

Then sleep oh floors, beds, cots, sleeping bags. Up 
again the next morning and back to Dunbar Center by 
8:30 Sunday morning. More prayers and the same 
groups went back to yesterday's locations to seek more 
waiting brothers, as the January sunshine came again. 
By noon the teams returned, this time with news that, 
added to yesterday's harvest, a total of 281 had enlisted 
under the banner of happiness in His Cause, almost 
quadrupling the crop of Baha'u'llilh's harvest in the 
state, as indicated in another telegram to Wilmette. 
Lunch and then the· long drives began, back to West 
Vjrginia, to Texas, back to Georgia, back across Ar
kansas. 

Mrs. Eleanor Lombard and Norman Ellig, from the 
other edge of the South, stayed behind for a week to 
continue the effort. They traveled to Searcy, Rogers, 
Fine Bluff. and Hot Springs, enrolling thirty. Begin
ning Monday, Albert Porter mustered the local friends 
and they were back out in the local field, enrolling 
more souls, following up those of the weekend, and 
starting the new fri ends on their own teaching activi
ties. On Friday, thirty more were enrolled in the Little 
Rock area. Then on Saturday, several carloads went 
over to Tennessee to assist in mass teaching there. 

The weekend and week of activities put new enroll
ments well over 300 and rising. with about fifteen new 
localities opened, and the probability of five new As
semblies. 
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Rit/van meJJage /rom 

:Jke YniverJaf .JJou:Je 0/ JUJlice 
To the Baha'is of the World 
Dearly-Joved Friends, 

On November 28th 1971 the Baha', World will com
memorate the fiItieth anniversary of the Passing of 
'Abdu'l-BaM, the Center of the Covenant, the Ensign of 
the Oneness of Mankind, the Mystery of God, an event 
which signalized at once the end of the Heroic Age of our 
Faith, the opening of the Formative Age and the birth 
of the Administrative Order, the nucleus and pattern of 
the World Order of Baha'u'llah. As we contemplate the 
fruits of the Master's Ministry harvested during the first 
tifty years of the Formative Age, a period dominated by 
the dynamic and beloved figure of Shoghi Effendi, whose 
life was dedicated to the systematic implementation of 
the provisions of the Will and Testament of jAbdu'l-Baha 
and of the Tablets of the Divine Plan-the two charters 
provided by the Master for the administration and the 
teaching of the Cause of God-we may well experience a 
sense of awe at the prospect of the next fifty years. That 
first half-century of the Formative Age has seen the 
Baha!! Community grow from a few hundred centers in 
thirty-five countries in 1921, to over 46,000 centers in 135 
independent states and 182 significant territories and is
lands at the present day, has been marked by the raising 
throughout the world of the framework of the Adminis
trative Order, which in its turn has brought recognition 
of the Faith by many governmen~s and civil authorities 
and accreditation in consultative status to the Economic 
and Social Council of the United Nations, and has wit
nessed the spread to many parts of the world of that 
Hentry by troops" promised by the Master and so long 
and sO eagerly anticipated by the friends. 

A new horizon, bright with intimations of thrilling 
developments in the unfolding life of the Cause of God, 
is now discernible. The approach to it is complete victory 
in the Nine Year Plan. For we should never forget that 
the beloved Guardian's Ten Year Crusade, the current 
Nine Year Plan, other plans to follow throughout succes
sive epochs of the Formative Age of the Faith, are all 
phases in the implemen~ation of the Diyine Plan of 
jAbdu'I-Baha, set ou,t in fourteen of His Tablets to North 
America. 

The Nine Year Plan is wen advanced, and this Ridvim 
will witness the establishment of seven more National 
Spiritual Assemblies, five in Africa, one in South America 
and one in tpe Pacific, bringing the total number of these 
exa1ted bodies to 101. Next Ri<;lvan t!te nine already 
announced will be formed, together with four more, one 
each in Afghanistan, Arabia, the Windward Islands and 
Puerto Rico, bringing the total to 114, six more than 
called for in the Nine Year Plan. The members of ail 
National Spiritual Assemblies which will be elected at 
Ri<;lvan 1972 will take part in the election of the Universal 
House of Justice at Ri<;lvan 1973, when an international 
convention will be held at the World Center. 

The Mother Temple of Latin America, the MaIDriqu'l
AQbkar of Panama, is scheduled to be completed by 
December 1971 and its dedication will take place at the 
following Ri<;ivim. 

The wonderful spirit released at the four Oceanic and 
Intercontinental Conferences, together with the practical 
benefits which accrued to the Cause from them, reinforce 
OUr high hopes that the four Conferences to be held this 
year will be resounding successes and result in more 
pioneers, more travelling teachers;" greater proclamation 
of the M"essage and a raising of the spirits and devotion 
of the friends. 

Our appeal to the friends in December 1970 for support 
of the Baha'i International" Fund, 'whlch had reached a 
serious condition due to various unforeseen circum
stances, has had a magnificent response from many 
quarters of the world-wide Baha'i Community, and we 
are heartened to believe that this manifestation of devo
tion and sacrifice, as it continues and becomes more 
widespread, will resolve the condition that had threat
ened to adversely affect the attainment of cherished 
goals of the Nine Year Plan. 

The travels and other services of the Hands of the 
Cause of God continually evoke our thankfulness and 
delight, even wonder and astonishment. Their deeds are 
such as to eclipse the acts of the apostles of old and to 
confer eternal splendor on this period of the Formative 
Age. On behalf of all the friends offer 

(Continued, next page) 
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them our reverent love and gratitude. It is fitting to 
record here the passing, after seventy years exemplary 
service to the Faith. of the Hand of the Cause Agnes 
Alexander, whose early services in Hawaii were said 
by the Master to be greater than if she had founded 
an empire. 

Restrictive measures, directed against the Faith, and 
varying in severity from outright oppression to imposi. 
tion 01 disabilities make virtually impossible the achieve
ment of the goals of the Nine Year Plan in a number of 
countries, particularly in the Middle East, in North 
West Africa, along the fringes of East Africa and certain 
areas in South East Asia. It is hoped that those Baha'i 
communities which enjoy freedom to teach their Faith 
will so far surpass their own goals as to amply com
pensate for the disabilities suffered by their less for
tunate brothers. The army of travelling teachers must 
be reinforced and the friends, particularly Baha'i youth, 
are cal1ed to seriously consider how much time they can 
offer to the Faith during the remaining two years of 
the Nine Year Plan. Teaching visits of brief or long dura
tion, deputization of others, the undertaking of such tasks 
as would free other friends for teaching work, are all 
means of building up, in unison, that final surge which 
wi11 carry the Plan to victory. 

Two major objectives of the P1an are the formation 
of new Local Spiritual Assemblies and the opening 
of new localities. 13,966 Local Spiritual Assemblies are 
called for; 10,360 are now in existence. 54,503 localities 
must claim a Baha'i resident; 46,334 do so now. The goal 
is in sight, the time short. However, the growth reflected 
in the above statistics has not taken place at all levels 
and in all areas. For while a number of national com
munities have already achieved, or even surpassed the 
goals assigned to them, many face extreme difficulties in 
attaining theirs. With mutual help and an increase in 
the momentum already generated there is no doubt that 
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the community of the Most Great Name is capable of 
sweeping on to total victory, thereby gaining a view of 
those enthralling vistas at present beyond the horizon. 

The twin processes so clearly described by the beloved 
Guardian in his essay "The Unfoldment of World Civili
zation"-the steady progress and consolidation of the 
Cause of God on the one hand and the progressive 
diSintegration of a moribund world on the other-will 
undoubtedly impose upon us new tasks. the obligation 
of devising new approaches to teaching, of demonstrating 
more clearly to a disillusioned world the Baha'i way of 
life and making more effective the administrative insti
tutions of the Faith. The authority and influence of Na
tional and Local Spiritual Assemblies will have to be 
strengthened in order to deal with larger Baha'i com
munities; the international character of the Cause will 
need to be developed, while the international teaching 
agency at the World Center, already referred to in 
previous general letters, will be established. 

However fascinating such considerations, which are 
likely to be forced upon our attention in the near future, 
may be, they must not deflect our energies and will from 
the immediate task-the goals of the Nine Year Plan. 
Their achievement is the best preparation for the future 
and the means of developing new powers and capacities 
in the Baha'i Community. We are confident that the 
Army of Light, growing in strength and unity will. by 
1973, the centenary year of the revelation of the Kitab-i
Aqdas, have scaled the heights of yet another peak in 
the path leading ultimately to the broad uplands of the 
Most Great Peace. 

Baha'i World Center 
Haifa, Israel 
Rio;lvim, 1971 

With loving Baha'i greetings, 
The Universal House of Justice 

.-4 memorial Service /01' 
.JJanJ 0/ Ike Cauje mijj .-4gnej .-4iexanJer 

A gathering fOT apuotic memoriat service JOT Hand of the Came Miss AQnes Alexander 
held on February 11,1971 in Kyoto, Japan, arranged by the Local SpintuaJ Assembly 
of Kyoto. 
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Renewed maJJ ConverJion in Bolivia 
Re:JUIt 0/ ofa paz Continental Conference 

A tremendous upsurge in the growth and spirit 
of the Bolivian Community has been witnessed 
since the historic La Paz Continental Conference 
last August, 1970. The Balui'is of Bolivia together 
with their enthusiastic and devoted pioneer co
workers are "awakening to the immediacy of the 
challenge" as called upon by the Universal House 
of Justice and are making concerted mass conver
sion efforts as bearers of the Divine Message to all 
those "who cry out in anguish for truth, love and 
unity to descend upon this world." Bolivia, the first 
Latin country to experience mass teaching is again 
forging ahead. Places where the Faith grew slowly 
are flowering, areas never reached before are being 
miraculously opened. 

Among the highlights of this fresh momentum are 
mass conversion in the cities of Riberalta and Cocha
bamba; the opening of the last Bolivian Department of 
Pando, a sub-tropical area near the Brazilian frontier. 

in the Nine Year plan; the enrollment of precious 
souls in Indian tribes never before contacted from the 
Trinitairo, Itenez, Ignacio and the Tacana peoples. 

Santa Cruz Department: A sustained proclamation effort 
was carried out for three years with a daily fifteen 
minutes of "Baha'i Meditations" sponsored by the de· 
voted Bolivian believer, Sr. Miguel Diez. Many people 
were attracted and asked about the Faith when Senorita 
Edith Diez, a talented young singer, won first place in a 
contest. 

Missionary Becomes Baha'f-Enrolls 500 
An Evangelist missionary with eighteen years of ser

vice, Pedro Mamani Huaynapaca in his teaching 
rounds came to the farmhouse of Baha'i Felix Tapa. 
Felix answered Pedro Mamani's skeptical questions 
about the Faith by lending him a copy of Gleanings 
of Baha'u'llah. This devoted missionary quickly real
jzed through the Teachings that his Lord Jesus Christ 
had indeed returned, and without another word, em· 
braced the Faith. He was soon zealously and enthu
siasticaIJy teaching the Faith himself. It is reported that 

Volunteer traveling teachers in the Department at Orur, Bolivia, attending a studV course, January 11-15. 1971. 
Forty-Six attended and now have dispersed through.out this area to share the F01th with others. 
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One of the mass teaching teams that helped bring 
more than 200 new believers into the Faith in the city 
of Cochabamba, BOlivia. This group was assisted by 
Continental Board members Mas'ud Khdmsi (center) 
and Athas Costas (far right); pioneers Dorothy and 

Pedro M.::::.mani brought in mOre than 500 souls to the 
Faith among the thousand new believers in Santa 
Cruz. 

To date the most successful of the many areas in re
sponding to the Faith in Santa Cruz is in the coloniza
tion zone of HBuen RetiroU in the Province of Ichilo 
where 650 have become Baha'is, including the Chief 
Engineer of the area who has offered alar ge amount 
of land on which to construct a Departmental Baha'i 
Teaching Institute. Other Bah .. 'is, filled with this 
same contagious spirit have offered eighteen lots of 
land destined for local Baha'i centers, one for each of 
their respective communities. 

Beai uti P8Ddo Departments: Until recently, the teach
ing efforts in Bolivia have been concentrated in the 
high altitudes where mass conversion began but now 
the teaching is reaching out to the SUb-tropical and 
jungle areas with all the physical hazards which re
quire endurance and courage. After the La Paz Con
ference a teaching team of nine Baha'is organized by 
Continental Board member Hooper Dunbar headed 
for Beni and Pando with four objectives in mind: to 
practice mass teaching methods; develop the Riberalta 
community of Beni and open the city of Cobija 
in the Department of Pando; to open the virgin 
territory of Rondonia, Brazil and the Brazilian state of 
Acre; to locate the Indian language goal tribes of the 
Nine Year plan and find access to their areas (Taeana, 
MezD, Siriono, Itenez). All of these objectives were 
completed between November 15 and December 1, 

_.,.- ........ _, 
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Benjamin Hansen, Ursula von Brunn, Gisela. Zonne
veld, Beverly Bennett, Mark Schreiber and Steve Pul~ 
ley; native Baha'is Ines Griesser, Bertha. Claros and 
Yolanda Pulley. 

~f 1970: Riberalta added eighty-one new Baha'is, bring
mg theIr total to over a hundred; Cobija was opened with 
sixteen Baha'is; Acre and Rondonia, Brazil were opened 
to the Faith. The city of Guayarmirin in the Beni was 
opened as well as the Tacana Indian tribe with twelve 
believers. A flying trip into the jungle to the Summer 
Institute of LinguistiCS familiarized the team with 
all the Bolivian tribes, their access routes, their gram
mar and literature in their indigenous languages. 

Divine Guidance Never Ceases to Astonish! 

Hooper Dunbar, Leco Zamorra (Mataca Indian 
Argentinian believer) and pioneer Anthony Carter 
crossed the Bolivian border into the town of Brazilea in 
the State of Acre, Brazil. In a night school they were 
invited to speak of the Faith and the next night to show 
Baha'i slides. One student was most excited and invited 
the three to his house the next morning. He became a 
Baha'i immediately and the Baha'is noticed a beautiful 
color photograph of the Shrine of the Bab cut out of a 
magazine, already on his wall. He only had to know that 
the answer of his search was the word "Baha'L" 

The teaching team returned to Cobija where they 
were invited to teach a family of six about the Faith. 
As Anthony Carter was speaking of how Baha'u'llah 
suffered persecution and imprisonment for mankind, 
suddenly he saw nailed to the waH a picture of the 
Most Great Prison of Akka. This happened on the 
Day of the Covenant, November 26. The teaching team 
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is still amazed at finding pictures related to the Faith 
in such remote '-areas, Anthony Carter remains in 
Pando and Steve Ross in the Beni. 

In Cochabamba, dynamic pioneer Mrs. Dorothy 
Hansen and her young son Benjamin returned from 
Ecuador and Peru afire with enthusiasm which she 
conveyed by teaching techniques of mass conversion 
at the National Baha'i Youth Study Institute in De
cember. Twenty~five youth and teachers entered the 
Barrio San Miguel near the market area and after 
several hours of unified I loving. prayer-filled effort, 
they returned. with seventy·four new declarations. 
Teams continued going out for ten more days, which 
resulted in an enrollment of 200 new Baha'is. The lo
cal Spiritual Assembly of Cochabamba is busy deepen
ing these new friends and have rented a room for meet
ings, study classes and a thriving children's class. Pio
neer Beverly Bennett is devoting herself to these 
classes. 

In the Cochabamba campo the Regional Teach
ing Committee organized a teaching team using the 
Bolivian Baha'i jeep and drove over a hazardous road 
to the Province of Ayopaya, high in the Andes moun~ 
tains, then descended into the vaHey of Leque where 
they came upon an Indian market fair. In two hours 
they received fifty-five new believers into the Faith. On 
their return trip through deserted back roads they 
came to the mining town of Kampi. There the inn~ 
keeper of a small hotel entered the Faith. He offered 
lodging to the group as the roads beyond were covered 
with snow and impassable. Returning to Cochabamba, 
in the community of Villa Mosell, just north of the 
city mass teaching started in that neighborhood in the 
first day resulted in the enrollment of nineteen be
lievers. They are being deepened by pioneers Gisela 
and Arnold Zenneveld, residents in that community. 

Still eager to find believers, pioneer Dorothy Hansen 
and her son Benjamin, with the Zonnevelds started 
out on the spur of the moment to a tropical zone among 
the jungle rivers between Chapare Province in Cocha
bamba and the city of Trinidad in the Beni. Upon 
their return in a few days they had brought into the 
Faith twenty-eight new believers from the Indian 
tribes of the Trinitaire, Itenez and IgnaciO. 

...-.,- ..... ,-
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The La Paz Conference sounded the clarion call for 
mass conversion as evidenced by these events related 
here, which are just a few samples of what is happen
ing in Bolivia. 

Mass conversion team which found fifty-seven new 
Bahti'is in one day (Jan. 17, 1971), Department of 
Cochabamba, Bolivia. Left to right: Dutch pioneer 
Arnold Zonneveld; native Baha'i, Domingo; American 
pioneers Dorothy and Benjamin Hansen; Bolivian 
pioneer Sabino Ortega; native Baha'i. Victor Gonzales' 
travelling teacher Lucas Marea, ' 

Statistics of Bolivia 
Increase of believers ............................ 9,083 
Total to Jan. 1, 1971 .............................. 24,102 
New locations ................................... 720 
Total locations where Baha'is reside in Bolivia .... 2,565 
Monthly average, new believers, over 1,000 
(From National Baha'i Statistics Committee of Bolivia) 

Hokkaido. Japan Baha'i Center, December 1970; Hand 
of the Cause Enoch Olinga with Baha!i friends; extreme 
~eft: Mr. Tehrani, pioneer in Hokkaido; left of Mr, 
Ohnga, Mr. Uncgae, Auxiliary Board member; right 
of Mr. Olinga, Mr. Moritake, first Bahti'i of the Ainu 
tribe in Hokkaido; extreme right, Mr. Mumtazi J Coun
sellor. 
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What promise for a glorious Caribbean Oceanic Con
ference with 1,000 new declarations in one month, A 
mass teaching team from the United States arrived in 
Jamaica early in March. An exciting report from Mag· 
dalene Carney which arrived at the National Baha'i 
Center stated that 700 enrolled after three weeks of 
e!!<Jrt. 

The larger part of their goals have been achieved. 
In addition to finding new believers. the goals were to 
consolidate teaching activities in such a way that ex· 
pansion will continue and accelerate while training 
native teachers in mass teaching techniques. Already 
new believers are team teaching with the original 
group and these new believers are in tUrn taking them 
to their friends and attending daily d~epening classes. 
Six Jamaican believers have wholeheartedly partici
pated in the campaign. 

Waiting Souls 
Miss Carney reports that souls are waiting and re

ceptive. People of all backgrounds were taught: do
mestics, farmers, fishermen, teachers, ministers, extrem
ists, the Maroons. The greatest receptivity has been 
in the -more southern, rural communities where hun
dreds have enrolled. "It appears that any numerical 
goal is achievable if only we inake the people aware 
of the coming of the Promised One, Baha'u'llah" wrote 
Miss Carney. 

In PortlaHd Cottage, Mr.· E. C. Lewis had been 
searching in churches, secret orders and political orga
nizations for years, only to fint;! nothing worth staking 
his life on. When taught, he accepted the Faith imme
diately, took a card home fo-r his wife to sign as he ex
plained to her that he had found something good for 
the whole family. He rode with a group of the mass 
teachers some twenty miles to May Pen in order to be 
deepened, remained ·after the informal class to view 
the public film-slide program; returned home with 
plans for a meeting the next night at a local commu
nity. Three days later he brought two other men to 
May Pen for deepening and set up another meeting, 
this time in a larger, more adequate place with elec
tricity, microphones, etc. He consulted with the team 
about organizing teams in Lionel Town and ~ace 
Course, nearby areas. This man and his. family of 
twelve children sing, pray and quote the BIble togeth
er. BIt is amazing 'to hear the children reciting from 
memory the numerous geneaologies recordeq in the 
Bible" said a team member. 

A young adult known about the town of Black River 
as "Tarzan" at first refused to -accept the Faith until 
he was assured that he would be deepened. He was 
concerned that we not "get his hopes up" and then 
"pull out." He and his "gang" enrolled and have at
tended deepening classes nightly. After a day or 00 
he sent the team a string of fish for their dinner, his 
best catch of the .day, which gesture touched them all 
deeply. Everybody in town knows him and he can be 
reached by anyone yelling for uT~A-R-Z-A-N." He is as
sisting in planning a public showing of the film-slide 
program in Independence Park for Friday, March 25th, 
1971. 

Talented Leaders 
The team has discovered native, talented leaders 

emerging with dynamic enthusiasm and devotion. 

-_., .......... ,--
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The most significant point about these enrollments 
is that the majority of the people have literally begged 
for more information, a deeper understanding of the 
Faith, and pleaded with the team to assure them that 
they would be with them often, present in their com
munities, especially on Sunday afternoons and eve
nings for sharing m()re information, requesting 
"tracts" which tell them everything about the Faith. 

The team has tried to double back to the various 
large centers for meetings at night, which served to 
deepen those who enrolled earlier and to draw scores of 
seekers who also embraced the Faith. They have been 
successful in convincing some extremists that th~ Mes-
sage of Baha'u'llah is for this age. ' 

One problem has been that the team lacked facili
ties for teaching children. space and materials, but 
have made the best use of what they had. Everywhere 
the children followed the team as - though they were 
"Pied Pipers". The children were encouraged to memo
rize passages from The Hidden Words and some pray
ers and songs which hopefully they will have an oppor
tunity to use as devotionals at the Jamaica Conference. 

A helpful suggestion for further teaching there is 
that teachers and pioneers should dwell on the positive 
elements which exist in the lives of the people. Their 
spirits have been deadened by the constant preach
ments about how they were born in sin, have sinful 
hearts, wicked _minds and bodies, etc. The Baha'i Teach
ings -are so reinvigorating to them that they often cry 
when they hear them. It seems that they have been up
lifted spiritually for the first time in their lives. 

Needed: 

Needed now is a large stock of literature, confer
ences organized in each center of large enrollments, 
encouragement and assistance in securing a large at
tendance at the Jamaica Conference; and especially 
they need Baha'i teachers of experience, depth and 
devotion to visit and strengthen the bond of the new 
believers with Bahil 'u 'Ilah. 

The team is anxious that several in each area be 
trained, and they will assist others. The new believers 
are eager to know what to do and how to do it. Great 
potentialities exist in the area of Jamaica, in the opin
ion of the team, and they estimate that approximately 
twenty new assembHes may be formed this Ric;tvan, 1971. 

Are You Planning to Attend? 
MAY 11-13 Caribbean Oceanic Conference 

Kingston, Jamaica 
South Pacific Oceanic Conference 
Suva, Fiji 

SEPTEMBER 3·5 North Pacific Oceanic Conference 
Sapporo, Japan 
North Atlantic Oceanic Conference 
Reykjavik, Iceland 

If living in the United States notify: 
INTERNATIONAL GOALS COMMITTEE 
112 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091 
If living in some other country, notify your N.S.A. 
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Faith Receives Official Recognition 
Chad and the Central African Republic 

At the end of January and mid-February 1971 the 
Baha'i Faith was officially recognized and registered by 
the authorities in the Republic of Chad, destined to 
have its First National Spiritual Assembly at Ric;ivan, 
and in the Central African Republic, which will also 
have its own National Spiritual Assembly for the first 
time at Rigvan, 1971. 

The recognition and registration, which is the equiv
alent to Incorporation, is a vital step forward for the 
Faith in both these countries, and represents a double 
victory in each case due to the difficulties which pre
ceded these registrations. 

In Chad, where the number of believers in the 
capital, Fort Lamy alone, had reached more than one 
thousand, application for registration was submitted 
during 1970 and was rejected by the authorities on the 
grounds that no new religion had been registered since 
the country became independent. As an appeal 
against this decision, the Baha'is in Fort Lamy imme
diately began a proclamation campaign by presenting 
the case and Baha'i literature to different ministers in 
the Government, many of whom were most sympa
thetic and receptive to the Faith. However it was found 
that the matter would have to be submitted for a final 
decision to the Head -of State. 

Early in January, at the request of the Universal 
House of Justice, Dr. Aziz Navidi, international law
yer and pioneer for many years in Monte Carlo and 
Mauritius, Hew into Fort Lamy to assist the Baha'is 
there by presenting the world-wide character and in
ternational status of the Baha'i Faith to the authori
ties. After nearly two weeks of constant effort, the rec
ognition was finally granted and the By-laws registered 
and published in the official government journal. 

The achievement of the same goal in the Centra~ 
African Republic was even more dramatic. An appli
cation for recognition and registration had been sub. 
mitted by the Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Ban
gui in October 1969, but a whole year passed without 
any reply being received in spite of the constant 
efforts of the Assembly to obtain legal status. 

Then, during the celebration of the Birth of Baha'u
'Uah on the evening of N ovem ber 11th, the believers 
gathered for the meeting wer~ arrested for suspected 
subversive activities. They remained under .arrest for 

four days while an extensive enquiry was made into 
the Faith and were finally released when the true char
acter of the Faith became apparent and the suspicions 
were found to be without foundation. However, since 
the Faith had not yet been given legal status, the be
lievers were prohibited from teaching, bolding meet
ings of any kind without prior permission, or from 
distributing Baha'i literature .. ,. 

The application for recogniti-on was again brought 
before the authorities and it was decided- that the ap
plication must be submitted to the Council of Minis
ters for final approval. 

After three months, the Baha'is application had still 
not been placed before the Council of Ministers, and 
so, on completion of his mission to Chad, Dr: Aziz 
Navidi flew into Bangui to take up the application with 
the highest authorities_ 

A fi1e 01 documents presenting the principles, the 
world-wide recognition of the Faith, including its being 
granted consultative status at the Unit;ed Nations, and 
appreciations from non-Baha'} authorities and indi
viduals was prepared and submitted to the President 
of the Republic, General Jean-Bedel Bokassa. After 
studying the file, the President had it presented before 
the Council of Ministers. On 13th February, in a special 
session called for that purpose? the Council of Ministers 
at last approved the registration of the Faith in the 
Central African Republic. 

Immediately following the meeting of the Council 
of Ministers, a radio communique was prepared at 
the Presidency and broadcast in each news bulletin 
thereafter for twenty-f()ur hours, in the national lan
guage, Sango, as wen as in French and English. The 
radio communique gave a brief history of the Faith 
and its principles, its· non-political character and in
sistence upon loyalty to Government, the basic statis
tics 01 the Faith throughout the world, its status and 
membership among the United Nations Non-Govern
mental Organizations and establishment in over sixty 
major sovereign states in all continents. 

Thus was the Faith first proclaimed far and wide 
throughout the country, and was brought, not only to the 
attention of the Head of State himself and his Ministers, 
but also to the entire population of the country by radio 
for the first time in the Central African Republic. 

Continental Board Of CounseUors with members of the 
NationaL Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the Cam
eroon Republic, Sitting.. from lett to right: Simeon 
Arreneke, Chairman; Kolonario Oule, CounseHor; 
Zora Banks, Vice Chairman; Epyero Otoro, Counsel~ 
lOT and Moses Akombi. Standing, left to Tight: Carl 
Jones Enoachuo; Prince Ayuk Afue, Secretary; Samp
son FOTchak; Abraham Enoh and Dickson Ako, Treas
urer_ 
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Maori Poho-o-Rawiri, New Zealancl School 
The site of the January 1971 Summer School in New 

Zealand was inside Poho-G-Rawiri, a "wharepuni" 
(Maori meeting house) at Gisborne on the East Coast 
of the North Island. It is reported that Gisborne will 
never be the same, due to the spirit generated by the 
classes, firesides and visitors. The total enrollment was 
about eighty, including numerous youth and children. 
A special guest-teacher was Auxiliary Board member 
Mrs. Gertrude Blum, who arrived from the Solomon 
Islands. 

The Maori people were attracted. Several of the 
Maori Elders in Gisborne visited the school and high
ly praised the work of the Faith. Visitors came from 
far and wide to inspect the most elaborately carved 
Maori meeting house in New Zealand and to learn 
of the Faith. One overseas visitor was a member of the 
World Council of Churches. He noted the many youth 
in attendance and remarked on the failure of the 
churches now to attract them. 

There were six declarations at the school. A new 
local Spiritual Assembly for Gisborne will probably 
result from the school. 

The Universal House of Justice sent the following 
cable: 

OVERJOYED NEWS SUCCESSFUL SUMMER 

SCHOOL GREAT SPIRIT UNITY FRIENDS 

PRAYING SHRINES ENTHUSIASM GENERATED 

THERE WILL INFUSE ENTIRE NEW ZEALAND 

COMMUNITY LEAD TO ACHIEVEMENT ALL 

GOALS NINE YEAR PLAN. 

At the New -?ealand Summer Schoot in January. re
spected Maon dde~ and carver Mr. Muni Taumoana. 
who was sy.mpa~he~tc to the Faith, explains the history 
of the carvmgs tnS1de the meeting house. From left is 
Ron Pratt, Margaret HyUan, Nancy Chambers Rich. 
ard Stiles. Ian Wilson! PauHne and David P~tland 
Arvind Agraval, Nick: Spill and Elizabeth Braithwaite' 
one of the six to declare during the schooL ' 

Auxiliary Board member Mrs. Gertrude Blum con· 
ducts a session at the New Zealand Summer School in
side Poho-o-Rawiri, a wharcpuni (Maori meeting house) 
at Gis borne. It is one of the targest meeting houses in 
the country and features beautiful examples of Maori 
carvings and tukutuku panels. 
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New Zealand Baha'i Summer School, Poho-o·RawiTi~ 
Gisborne. December 27-January 5, 1971. Auxiliary 
Board member Mrs. Gertrude Blum is standing on the 
extreme right. 

Every State in United States 
Recognizes Baha'f Marriages 

An important goal of the Nine Year plan was com
pleted when the Governor of West Virginia in February, 
signed a bin recognizing Baha'i marriages. This was 
the last state to take this step. and now one can be 
certain that Baha'i marriage is legal anywhere in the 
United States. 

South Carolina: Charlotte to Dillon 
If you want to see eyes light up, just ask a Charlotte 

Baha'i, "Tell me, what happened to you in Dillon?" 
Hl'd never been teaching before and didn't know 

what to do. But as soon as I started down the street 
someone came up to me and asked what we were sell
ing. Then I explained our purpose and he asked me to 
come into his house to tell his wife, I did. Before I knew 
it they were asking neighbors to come in, and sisters, 
brothers, aunts and uncles, In one hour I was over
whelmed with twelve declarations.1t 

Does this sound typical? It was to Charlotte Baha'is 
in Dillon. 

"Eight men came in and we overheard them say 
'We'll break up this party.' As they walked in the door 
we were praying. They took seats in the back and lis
tened to our story. As they left, there was a look of 
amazement on their faces. A few minutes later five of 
them came back in and declared, and spent the rest 
of the evening with us." 

Does this sound typical? It was to Charlotte Baha'is 
in Dillon. 

Typical was the opening of hearts to God. Typical 
was-- the rededication of souls to God. Typical were 
hands joined together for love of God, 

Does this sound typical: It is to Charlotte Baha'is 
who now say, "We've only just begun." 

(From North Carolina BAHA'f NBWSLETrER.) 

Finnish Exhibitions 
Viewed by 30,000 

A Baha'i exhibition has b,een displayed continuously 
in various locations in Finland since October 1970. 
mostly in connection with schools or libraries. In Hein
ola, at the Adult Education Center, about 300 people 
became acquainted with the Faith through this means. 
A director of an old people's home in the same build
ing asked for a Baha'i speaker. At this meeting, some 
were ready to declare but were told by the director to 
investigate the Faith more thoroughly first. A library 
exhibit in Kangesala, by a school, attracted six classes. 
Some of the students copied texts from the display for 
the purpose of giving talks about the Faith in class. In 
Tampere the exhibition was located where students 
of a Junior High school, the Adult Education Center 
and a UniverSity had to pass. Some teachers brought 
their classes to see it which led to many animated dis
cussions. 

The display was placed in the lobby of a district 
library in Kuopio where thousands of residents of the 
town and surroWlding areas were able to familiarize 
themselves with the Faith, and the personnel in charge 
were in turn thanked and condemned. For the show
ing in Savonlinna, thorough preparations were made 
by means of newspaper ads, posters and invitation 
cards to the exhibit, again held in a library. It is esti
mated that about 700 persons saw this display there. 
In Espoo, most of the viewers were young persons who 
were ready to ask questions and discuss various aspects 
01 the Faith. Many interesting things happened at the 
displays. It is estimated that until March, around 30,000 
persons were introduced to the Faith by means of this 
exhibition, 

(Information from the English Language Section of 
the Finnish BaM'j-Sanoma.) 

.-.-
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Grouncl&reaking in Livingston, Guatemala 
Two years ago the coming of Hand of the Cause Dr. 

Muhajir to Guatemala was like a tidal wave. Things 
began to happen. He told Louise Caswell, OUf beloved 
pioneer who 30 years ago answered the first call of the 
Guardian to go to Latin America, that she should obtain 
a center in Livingston, that they Were a forgotten peo
ple, that it was mass conversion territory. Louise and 
other pioneers made some initial exploratory trips and 
found the first Bahil'j-a 16-year-old girl. 

Dr. Ahmadiyeh. Auxiliary Board member from Be
lize, came the following year and we had an open-air 
meeting with severa] declarations. 

A few months later Hand of the Cause of God, Enoch 
Olinga, our love-radiating "Father of Victories" walked 
the streets of Livingston like a king showering his 
boundless love upon al1. On the boat from Puerto 
Barrios to Livingston many asked about him and some 
asked to meet him----one woman put her arm by his and 
her voice vibrating with emotion said, almost shouting, 
"Look, his skin is the same color as mine!" 

Louise Caswell compJied with Dr. Muhajir's wish 
and made it possible to build a center in Livingston 
but still there were no pioneers to live and work there. 
We prayed! 

Dan and Pam Wegener came to be directors of the 
Institute in Chichicastenango. Dan was named a mem
ber of the National Proclamation Committee. On a 
proclamation trip to Livingston, they fell in love with 
the people and began having visions of pioneering 
there and helping to bring about mass conversion. 
They received permission to pioneer there-soon found 
a house and with all their youthful enthusiasm and 
vigor began this tremendous, thrilling task. 

The community has grown to about sixty believers. 
Because of the unique spirit of the people, mostly 
blacks, some Indians and Chinese, it is a great bounty 
to teach them. Their hearts are pure and they readily 
accept Baha 'u'l1ah. They have a wonderful capacity 
for administration-a quality unique in Guatemala. 

In February Livingston was the site of the first Re
gional Conference in the eastern part of Guatemala, 
Baha'is from six departments came together to par
ticipate in a weekend conference in order to learn about 
Baha'i laws, administration and history. 

In the afternoon of the first day the entire group 
walked to the edge of town to the beautiful new center 

Julian Gamboa p~acing the first stone for the fu.ture 
lfa~iratu'~-Quds as Louise Caswell and Martin Rod· 
Tiguez stand by. 

Ground-breaking ceremony at Livingston~ Izabal, 
Gu.atemala in February 1971. Note the palm trees 
and the Atlantic Ocean in the background. Auxiliary 
Board member Edith McLaren (wearing a hat) and 
Louise CasweH are holding on to the spade. 

site located on a high hill over-looking the Atlantic 
Ocean and surrounded by lush vegetation. Livingston 
will be the site of the first local I;Ia~iratu'l-Quds in Guate
mala. It will be built with native materials-nine
sided with a thatched dome and cement floor. The 
believers are helping, each in his own way. Some are 
going to the rain forest and cutting materials and 
bringing them back in canoes--<lthers are working on 
the center before and after their regular jobs. 

Amidst radiant faces-black, brown and white, 
Louise Caswell with the help of Edith McLaren, Aux
iliary Board member, broke the ground and laid the 
first stone. It was a beautiful sight to behold-palm 
trees swaying in the wind, brilliant tropical Stm reflect
ing off the ocean and the faces radiating love as they 
walked down the hill, 

The following day after classes, the Feast of Mulk 
was celebrated, The women of the community pre
pared a wonderful meal of fish, meat, rice salad and 
tortillas for a Unity Feast, Afterwards everyone with 
arms linked in a symbol of love and unity, sang Baha'i 
songs and listened to a final loving message of grati
tude read by the secretary of the local community. 
Reluctantly everyone walked to the dock to board the 
boat that would take them to Puerto Barrios where 
they could catch buses for home. 

Catholic Monk Says Baha'i Prayer on TV 
Padre Mariano, a Catholic Monk who acts as Master of 

Ceremonies on a religious television program shown 
throughout Italy, recently read, for the third time, 
Tlte Prayer fOT All Mankind by 'Abdu'l-Bahil, A view
er had requested a prayer for all religions and was re
warded with this prayer while a photograph of the 
Master was shown on the screen. The Monk stated 
that this was one of the most beautiful prayers he had 
ever encountered. 

(From Baha'i International News Service, Haifa) 
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Singing-Teaching Team 
Wins Latin Americans 

Marvin and Jan Dreyer (Mr. and Mrs.) pioneers 
to EI Salvador, have completed a triumphant tour of 
twelve countries of Central and South America and 
the Leeward, Windward and Virgin Islands. 

In the Dominican Republic the Dreyers were inter
viewed on radio broadcasts and enrolled, during a four 
day visit, a total of at least sixty believers. 

In Kingston, Jamaica they arrived in time to appear 
as guest stars on a benefit show that was televised. This 
was one of thf;!! best known tel evision shows of the year. 
They were recognized wherever they went following 
this marvelous begirming. 

In Panama the highlight of their trip was a meeting 
at Rio Abaja where IIfty-five attended, including the 
Minister of Public Relations for Panama who is also 
the news editor for one of the two television stations in 
the country. He asked for slides and tapes to present 
on radio and television. 

In Guatemala political unrest was great and a cur
few was imposed, with no one being allowed to leave 
the capital city, Following a television appearance the 
Dreyers and some of the friends set out for the small 
village of Villa Canales to meet with a road block where 
all automobiles were being turned back, without ex
ception. The friends pra'yed and then talked with the 
Army Officer who let them through; the only two auto
mobiles on the road. About 125 people came to the 
meeting and seventy of them became Baha'is. 

In the tiny town. of Dona Maria a meeting was held 
with about forty attending. Thirty-six of them became 
Baha'is. In the small town of Quezaltepeque there was 
one Baha'i who had enrolled through a correspon
dence course. There, 400 attended the meeting and fifty
nine became Baha'is, including the entire family of the 
woman who had been the only Baha'i. 

Exciting meetings were held in Nicaragua, Hondu
ras, Colombia, Venezuela and in many other places
giving free concerts, appearing On radio and/or tele
vision in many places, arousing favorable interest 
wherever they went. 

One can hardly say the Dreyers went back to EI 
Salvador to rest. Some few days f-ollowing their return 
they visited a small town about one hour's drive from 
their home in the capital city. There they held a meet
ing with forty present and thirty-two of these, including 
the Mayor became BaM'is. 

IN INDIA: 
Over 8,000 government officials have now received 
Baha'i literature in India. The response has been 
highly gratifying, _ One recipient wrote, H •• , Now I'd 
like to know how I can help in this great Cause. Please 
be specific and frank." 

Right: 
Haiti: Resident Auxiliary Board member M. Pierre 
Augustin, resting with his bicycle during an extended 
trip to the north of the island. AU vehicles had been 
comandeered by the government, so M. Augustin and 
his companion, native pioneer Serge Bastien, finally bor
rowed from the military authorities, one bicycle for 
the two Of them to make a five and a half-hour journey 
over very bad roads. 

--,,, .......... ".-
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In Haiti 

Above: 
Au.xiUary Board member Pierre Augustin and five oth
er local Baha'is of the nine native pioneers who are 
working in Haiti winning goa~s Of the Nine Year plan. 
These pioneers pictured are: Alfred Cassion, PhiUipe 
Bassien, George Marcellus, Serge Bastien and Pierre 
Andre, Thrilling teaching work is taking place in 
Haiti in spite of many difficulties, 
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Monrovia, Liberia Conference - January 1-3, 1971 
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Friends gathered at Monrovia, Li.beria fOT the Continental Conference fOT West and 
Centra! Africa. Law€r teft, Hand of the Cause Ruttillyih KMnum stanain[l neaT the 
Land Rover in which she is touring Africa. 

13 
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Results of Monrovia, Liberia Conference 
In Monrovia a hotel owner and a restaurant owner 

have both become Baha'is teaching actively and with 
great success in their respective establishments. An 
Episcopal Priest and an Episcopal Deacon have ac
cepted the Faith in Liberia and in Las Palmas five staff 
members of a high school have enrolled. One of the 
friends who enrolled as a result of the Conference re
turned to Cape Palmas and began to talk of the Cause 
in the public market. Before leaving the market this 
Baha'i had enrolled over 200 waiting souls. 

(From Baha'i International News Service, Haita) 

Monrovia, Liberia: Hand oj the Cause Dr. Ral).matu
'Uah MuhajiT, representative of the Universal House 
of Justice, addressing the friends B,t the Continentat 
Conference fOT West and Centra! Afnca. 

The Baha'is oj Guam gathered fOT a campout, deep
ening weekend in the village of Inarajan, February 
4-<;,1971. 
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Tobago Bah,l'{s Visit Officials and Schools 
The National Publicity and Proclamation Committee 

of Tobago made a decision this year to contact the 
Government officials and headmasters of the Secondary 
Schools in Tobago with the aim of acquainting them 
with the Baha'i Principles and obtaining permission to 
deliver lectures on the Faith to the students. 

To this end Miss Shamsi Sedaghat paid a courtesy 
call on the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry for 
Tobago Affairs, Mr. Fitzroy Bell. She had a lengthy dis
cussion with him about the Faith and presented him 
with a copy of All Things Made New on behalf of the 
Baha'is of Trinidad and Tobago. She then called on 
the headmaster of Scarborough Secondary School and 
the Principal 01 Bishop's High School, discussed the 
Faith with them and presented them witn literature. 
They were impressed with the prinCiples and arranged 
for lectures to be delivered. The following week Miss 
Sedaghat accompanied by Mr. L. Fraser spoke on "Com· 
parative Religion" at the two schools where about 150 
persons were present, Interest was high and it was re
quested that these lectures be continued on a perma
nent basis. 

(From News Bulletin of Baha'is of Trinidad and 
Tobago) 

Voice of America Broadcast 

Two Baha'is were interviewed on the Baha'i Faith on 
the Voice of America world-wide English broadcast 
relayed on March 7, 1971. Mrs. Anita Ioas Chapman 
of Washington, D.C. and Miss Linda Head, a pianist 
from Prince Georges County, Maryland appeared on 
the Voice of America's Religion Today program. The 
program is a fifteen minute program and reaches 
around the world in its broadcast. The producer of the 
show became acquainted with the Baha'i Faith 
through a Baha'i pioneer while he was serving with the 
Peace Corps in South America. He requested the 
Baha'is appear on the program. The program covered 
information on the Baha'i calendar and the oneness of 
religion. A report received from the Holy Land indi. 
cates that staff members at the Universal of House Jus
tice heard the program. Other programs over the Voice 
of America have made mention of the Baha'i Faith 
jn the past. 

Statistics of Vietnam 
N umber of believers (Jan. 1971) ................. 102,454 
Totallocalities . . . ...... . ..... . ... .. . . .. . ... . . ... 1,293 
~oo~ ................................... : ..... ~ 

Assemblies ..................................... 459 
Incorporations .................................. 149 

Baha'i Marriages are recognized 
Baha'i Holy days are recognized 
Published Baha'i literature in following languages: 
Nung, Rhade, Meo and Thaidam 

(From N.S.A. of Vietnam) 

From the National Spiritual Assembly of Vietnam 
there has come a report that the newly published text
book on Civic Education prepared for all high school 
students (8th grade) in Vietnam, includes a lesson on 
the Baha'i Faith. The Faith is now being taught in all 
high schools throughout the nation along with other 
religions such as Christianity, Buddhism, Islam. 
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Vietnam Visit of Hand of the Cause Olinga 

L¢ 

Hand of the Cause Enoch OHnga~ Board member Mr. 
Nguyen Van Loi and other friends entering the Baha'i 
village of TaDuong, Ninh-Thuan Province. 

~I~ r Hl --, 
J 
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In the village of TdDuong: Mr. Truong Idem Dang, 
National Spiritual Assembly TreasuTer, and local 
Baha~is greeted Hand of the Cause Enoch OHnga with 
traditional music of the Thuong (Mountagnards). 

Hand of the Cau.se Enoch Olinga at a mea~ served at 
ThtiiGiao vil~age next to TuDuong. 

Friends gathered at the viHage schoo~ at TdDuong to 
Hsten to the words Of love and 1mity expressed by Hand. 
of the Cause Enoch OIinga. 

Hand of the Cause Enoch O!inga visits a plot Of land 
donated to the ThtiiGiao Baha'i community by a local 
Baha'i family, 

Hand of the Cause Enoch OHnga at a second.!lplot of 
land donated to ThaiGiao community by a Baha'i 
family. The local Baha'is have ptanted com. and beans 
to benefit the Local and National Fund_ 
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WAR·TORN LAOS 

In spite of being a war-torn country, the expansion 
work is steadily going on in Laos. From forty-eight 
localities where Baha'is were last Ric;Ivan, there are 
seventy-six (February 1971) and more expected. The 
prospect is to have ten Assemblies by Ric;lvim. Twenty
three localities were opened to the Faith recently 
in Luang Probang with more than 1,500 believers. The 
important task is to keep the balance between deepen
ing without weakening expansion. 

The Teaching Conference held on December 6, 
1970 at Ban Don Du for the Thakkek Area was success
ful and attended by fifty believers from neighboring 
villages. 

ATTENDANCE AT SINGAPORE CONFERENCE 
Fourteen natives of Laos, accompanied by three pio

neers, were able to attend the Oceanic Conference 
held at Singapore on January 1-3 t 1971. There was 
concern about means of getting the native believers 
to the conference. Finally those in charge heard of the 
possibility of securing a collective passport, such as 
has been used by Chinese when" they wish to travel to 

Taiwan. Investigation at the Laos Immigration office 
confirmed this method and after exhaustive follow-up 
efforts for two weeks the collective passport was se
cured. Visas to the countries through which the party 
would pass were acquired later. Then, as another con
firmation from heaven. the National Spiritual Assem
bly of Thailand sent word of the prospect of chartering 
a bus and an invitation to go with them from Bang. 
kok to Singapore and back. Mter studying all aspects 
of this method of travel. the decision was made to 
accept this kind offer, an unprecedented occasion. 

Although there was a language barrier in traveling 
with Thai Baha'is, all could feel the love and affection. 
There was no engine trouble, no a<:cident and no visa 
p.roblems en route. With all the party there was real 
fellowship and cooperation in the five days en route 
to the Conference and the five days returning to Vien
tiane. This was a unique opportunity which was seized 
to have warm companionship with Bahit'i brothers 
and sisters. The stimulation of attendance at the SL'lg
apore Conference will undoubtedly bear results in 
spreading the Faith more widely in Laos. 

Teaching Conference at Thakkek, Laos. The imme
diate problem is to keep the balance between deepen
ing and keeping speed at expansion. 
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Malaysian Bahei'{ News 
On reading the Malaysian BahcFi News of Septem

ber-October 1970 which arrived in March 1971 at the 
National Baha'i Center of the United States, one can
not but feel that the hopes and prayers for the progress 
of the Faith are putting on the ftesh of reality. 

Jungle Teaching 
In this issue Machambo, the manager of the Ma

laysian Baha'i National Book Shop, teUs the story of 
how he and five other young Baha'is for the first time 
attempted to cross the Main Range in the Perak jungles 
in order to teach the jWlgle folk on the other side into 
Pehang. Below is a condensed version of his story: 

Walking, carrying haversacks. they struggled through 
the slippery, wet, narrow jungle paths, All of a sudden· 
someone would slip and fall into a hole, pick himself up 
and continue. The first night it was raining and the wind 
howling when they found the home of an old "penghulu" 
(headman) who offered them hospitality. They slept on 
the bamboo floor of the hut with no mats and no pillows, 
but were rewarded by the declaration of the ICpenghulu." 

The food for the journey seemed to have been most
ly tapioca, burnt tapioca and boiled tapioca. The trav
ellers were happy to acquire guides for the rest of the 
journey. It took seven hours to go over high and steep 
hills covered with taU trees and thick, wet undergrowth 
infested with thorns, leeches and other crawly crea
tures. At one point the person in the lead fell back
wards and a11 the rest went down too, like ninepins. 

Mochambo tells of another anxious time: "I stopped 
to pluck out a leech. Then suddenly I realized I was 
alone.. I ran like a frightened animal. The jungle 
path suddenly branched out in many directions. I 
started to say 'The Remover of Difficulties' . . . then 
I saw another member of the party." 

The destination was reached at 6:00 p.m. on the 
third day and they were welcomed with a tapioca 
dinner. Two stayed up to talk to the kindly "penghulu" 
who finally declared he wished to become a Baha'i. 
In the morning he told his people about the Faith and 
the whole ,jkampong" became Baha'i. 

OtIIer ioteresting items: (Malaysian Baha'i News) The 
opening of the Women's Conference in Kuala Lumpur 
by Shantha Sundram ... Photograph of the Santitham 
High School in Thailand founded by Mrs. Shirin Fo~
dar, where many of the students and teachers ate 
Baha'is and the Headmaster is a member of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Thailand. . . . Mr. Koh 
of Kuantan, who wanted a copy of God Passes By and 
copied by hand the whole book, word for word, aU 
412 pages .... The Laos report of the visit of Prolessor 
H. A varegan 01 Italy; the result of his stay of three 
nights, "two villages declared their belief and another 
two are expected to accept the Faith soon." The Pro
fessor addressed a group of Buddhist monks and nov
ices in the largest Buddhist temple in Savannakhet, 
telling them of the ,jcoming of the Maitre Buddha," 

Siogapore Uoiversity 
Three Baha'i students at Singapore University 

worked excitedly for the grand inauguration of the 
Baha'i society. Four thousand invitations were ad
dressed and distributed .... The great day dawned at 
last. A few minutes before the scheduled hour the 
nervous Baha'i students wondered if anyone was go
ing to turn up-and soon there were about a hundred 
guests. .. The event made news, not only on the Uni
versity campus but through{)ut the island as it was in 
the nati{)nal newspapers .... Three tired, happy Baha'is 
rejoiced that they had been privileged to assist in bring-

ing the message of Baha'u'llah to a whole generation 
of students at the University of Singapore, 

Elizabeth Gibson, from California, U.S.A., wrote 
in this issue of Malaysian Baha'i News: "Did you know 
that there are almost as many Baba'is here (Malaysia) 
as in the whole United States? And in less than two 
decades after Uncle Yankee planted the standard of 
Baha!u'llah in this land, (Yan Kee Leong is considered 
the first Baha'i in Malaysia.) With this record of past 
and present victories, I marvel to think of what this 
community is going to do in proclamation and con
solidation in the near future." 

Unity Feast 
Before Singapore Conference 

Hand of the Cause Enoch OHnga addreSSing the friends 
at the Unity Feast w~ich was held on the eve Of the 
Oceanic Conference, Singapore, December 31. 1970. 

Hand of the Cause EnDch Olinga being introduced to a 
tribal be~iever from Thailand, by CounsetloT Van Kee 
Leong (in bow tie) at the Unity Feast, Singapore, De
cember 31,1970. 

\ , 
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Six hundred people from twenty five countries of the 
five continents attended the First International Baha'i 
Youth Winter School, held between December 25, 1970, 
and January 3, 1971, at Salzburg, Austria. 

Hands Attend 
The event was blessed by the presence of the Hands 

of the Cause: Dr. Adelbert Miihlschlegel and Mr. 
John Robarts, and of Mr. Erik Blumenthal, member 
of the European Board of Counsellors, as well as Mrs. 
Mlihlschlegel and Mr. Goltenboth, Auxiliary Board 
members for Europe. 

A wonderful spirit prevailed at the school, which 
moved nineteen souls to declare themselves during the 
session. 

Program 
The program contained some excellent lectures and 

talks. Emphasis was placed upon symposiums and dis
cussions. Themes like "Prayer-Meditation-Deeds" 
"The Importance of Taking Part in the Baha'i Admin
istration", "Marriage and Family", etc. were dealt 
with. One whole day was given to a YDuth Conference 
on the Nine-Year Plan. During the Conference repre
sentatives of the National YDuth Committees reported 
on the part that the Youth are playing in the achieve
ment of the goals of the Nine Year plan. Out of the 
consultations wi~hin this Youth Conference arose a 
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call to all the participants which was met with the 
following response: three pioneers, thirty-two travel
ling teachers, and twenty-four friends pledging to hold 
new firesides all responded enthusiastically to the call. 

"Dawn-Breakers" 

One of the highlights of the Winter School was 
the public appearance of the European "Dawn-Break
ers" group at the Salzburg "Kongresshaus"-visited by 
around one thousand people. 

Exhibition 

Open to the public at the time was the Austrian 
Baha'i Exhibition. The local press published several 
articles on the School, and an interview with a Baha'i 
was broadcast over the radio. 

Resolntions 
At the end of the school a resolution was sent to the 

press and radio, stating that the Baha'is see in Baha
'u'llah's teachings the solution to the world's problems, 
and that they are determined to increase their en
deavours of proclaiming the principles revealed. by 
Baha'u'llith. 

The Friends departed from the Winter School en
riched and with hearts overflowing with the desire to 
bring the Message of Bahi'u'llah, in word and deed, to 
all those who are waiting and searching. 



Winter School at Seabeck, Washington 
Air was crisp and the ground lightly powdered with 

snow during the Northwest Winter School· held at the 
Conference Grounds in Seabeck, Washington. December 
31 to January 3, 1971. Approaching the site of the three 
day institute one was greeted with a picturesque view 
of the Hood Canal framed by stately fir trees, 'and an 
occasional glimpse of the majestic. snow-blanketed 
Olympic Mountains on the distant horizon. 

Faces were aglow as they greeted old and new friends 
in eager anticipation of the Heavenly Feast about to 
begin. Fires had been kindled in the fireplaces of the 
several meeting rooms as well as within the hearts of 
the believers as early afternoon registration began and 
acquaintances were renewed. 

At 5 o'clock a program of special devotions and wel
come arranged by our Auxiliary Board Member, Mrs. 
Opal Conner, for this fourth annual winter session. 

The school was blessed with the attendance of three 
Auxiliary Board members, Mrs. Margaret GaUagher, 
Mr. Jenabe Caldwell and Mrs. Conner. Mrs. Gallagher 
led a study of UAmerica's Spiritual Destiny" as envis
aged by 'Abdu'l-Baha and Shoghi Effendi. Mr. Caldwell 
came out for a day and told the friends of the exciting 
teaching efforts now taking place in Alaska. 

Dr. Daniel Jordan presented a series of six lectures 
dealing with the themes "Searching for the Meaning of 
Life": "God's Purpose for Man;" "The Source of Mean
ing in Life", "The Nature of Spiritual Education", 
"Safeguarding Meaning in Life", "New· Perspectives on 
the Covenant", "Meaning Translated into Collective 
Action", and "The Role of Baha'i Administration." 

Following a presentation on the spiritual nature 
of giving to the Baha'i Fund, this gathering voluntarily 
responded with an outpouring of substance to be sent 
to the National Spiritual Assembly. . 

A staff 01 highly qualified teachers guided the 
youth, ages twelve to seventeen, in learning about 
Baha'i History, the Standard of Baha'i Behavior, Consul
tation and Crafts. 

A total of 101 persons were registered representing 
thirty-four communities, seven states and three coun
tries, ages twelve to seventy-three. Since winter. quarters 
utilize less than half the available facilities, the camp 
manag~ment went all out to accommodate the over
flow attendance. The crowded condition at mealtime 
was cheerfully and lovingly accepted by the friends and 
with graciousness and courtesy by the efficient staff. 

One evening following dinner. the friends were de
lighted when Dr. Jordan performed several piano se
lections. That, in addition to hiking, f01k dancing, 
the talent show, a slide presentation, and just visiting 
with friends were the extra-curricular activities most 
often mentioned as being enjoyable to those partici. 
paling. 

Time Hew by qUickly as spirits were renewed and re
dedicated to the challenge of the immediate task ahead. 

From the Australian Bahci'i Bulletin (Feb. 1971) we 
learn that the Ideal Desk Calendar has incliJded in its 
"Thought for the Day" f a quotation for each month 
from the writings of Bahit'u'Uah until October, when 
two are' used. Encouraged by this development, the 
N'~w South Wales Proclamation Committee has sub
mitted Baha'i quotations to three desk calendar pub
lishers for their future uSe. The first known time that 
excerpts from Baha'i writings were used on office desk 
calendars throughout Australia was in 1969, when 
quotation cwere sent to them by the Regional Teaching 
Committee for New South Wales. 



Pioneers in Taiwan Write 
American pioneers to Taiwan, Lt. CoL and Mrs. Rus

sel Weedlun, who arrived at their post a few months 
ago, lost no time in becoming active in Baha'i teach
ing. A school for children started in November has 
three classes for children ages 4 to 14 as well as an 
informal youth and adult class. Classes are held on Sun
days. 

Mrs. Weedlttn with youngest children's class 
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Messages k> the Bab"'i W .... Id. 1950-1957. By Sqbi Elfeadl. 
Revised edition, with a supplementary 0r01lection.. 

An important collection of messages written by 
Shoghi Effendi containing all of his communications 
addressed, as Guardian of the Faith, to the Baha'i WorJd 
Community _ These letters were begun in 1950 and con
tinued to the end of his life in 1957. Before that time 
he had confined his communications to specific Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies or national Baha'i commu
nities. 

This revised. second edition of the Guardian's Mes
sages to the Bahci~i Wortd contains, in addition to those 
printed in the first edition, a supplementary collec
tion of letters, including the ones addressed to the first 
historic Intercontinental Teaching Conferences called 
by Shoghi Effendi and held in Africa. America. Europe 
and Asia in 1953. 

The messages in this volume contain the unerring 
guidance of the Guardian for the Baha'i world during 
the first period of global effort in the development of 
the Baha'i World Community. They outline the goals 
to be won, supply the guidance and inspiration for 
their achievement, report the stirring and miraculous 
development of the Institutions of the Administrative 
Order. and delineate the unfoldment of the Faith to 
the year 1963 jn preparatjon for the formation of the 
Universal House of Justice. In addition. they paved 
the way for the initiation of many more plans for the 
expansion and consolidation of the Faith of Baha'u'llah 
by that Supreme Body. the Universal House of Justjce. 
and point to the glorious consummation of the majestic 
plan of God for humanity in the establishment of His 
Kingdom on earth. 

This work adds an important and essential book in a 
Baha'i library. (Jacket has a scratchboard drawing of 
the International Archives Building on Mt. Carmel. 
prepared by the late Carl SchemeL) 

Per copy ...................................... $3.00 
Order from the Baha'i Publishing Trust, 415 Linden 

Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091. 

The Cuna Word for God Is Baha 
The Cuna Indians who reside on the San Bias Is

lands, off the Atlantic coast of Panama. have a proph~ 
etk heritage which includes a promise that God will 
send people to them from the outside world with a new 
Book, a new Message and a new Name and that the 
Message will teach them to live in harmony with all the 
people of the world. The Cuna word for God is Baha. 

Nine years ago the Baha'is from Panama travelled 
throughout the islands and, at that time, over 2,000 
Cunas accepted the Cause. They have, since that time, 
had little opportunity to dee)l€n in their knowledge of 
the Faith. 

Recently a teaching team visited the island of Ustu· 
po, spending four days with the Cunas. During this 
time the Sahilas (chiefs) of the island accepted the 
Cause, as did the Voceros (Spokesmen). That the Sa
hilas embraced the Faith is highly significant, as they 
have previously treated any visitors who spoke of re
ligion with courtesy but have refused to align them
selves with any religion. Plans are now being made to 
deepen the Cunas systematically. 

(From Baha'i International News Service, Haifa) 
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Acting Prime Minister of Ghana Visited 
Amatu'l-Baba Rul).iyyih Khimum, accompanied by 

Mrs. Violette Nahltiavimi and Mr. Golgasht Mossalai 
(Chairman of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Ghana) were received by the Acting Prime Minister 
of Ghana on Tuesday, the 27 of November at 11:00 
a.m. While waiting to see the Acting Prime Minister, 
Ri.LQ:iyyih Khanum spent about a half an hour with 
reporters and journalists explaining in detail the prin
ciples of the Baha'i F ai th. 

In. the office of the Acting Prime Minister, the Min
ister of Education and the Minister of Information 
were also present. After the introductions, Rul;1iyyih 
Khanum thanked the Government of Ghana for being 
so kind to her by extending the permission to keep 
her Land Rover in Ghana for nine months. She as
sured the Ministers that the most loyal subjects toward 
the government are the Baha'is, because they do not 
interfere with politics and one of the principles of the 
Faith is the obedience towards the government of the 
country where the Baha'is reside. 

After she had finished, the discussion about the 
Faith began and all were anxious to know more. The 
Minister of Information asked how the Baha'is do not 
interfere with politics. RU{liyyih Khimum explained 
that the basic principle of the Faith is unity and if 
each individual Baha'i takes part in different party 
politics,. they would work against each other; where 

Amatu't Bahd Rti~iyyih Khcinum meeting His Excel.
lency~ Acting Prime Minister Mr. Kwesi Lamptey. The 
Minister ot InfoTmation~ Honorable Mr. T. D. BTodie~ 

would be the unity then? 
The Minister of Education asked how the Baha'is 

vote for the government if they do not take part in 
party politics. Ruljiyyih Khanum answered that in ac
cordance with the instructions of Baha'u'lhlh and His 
Son, 'Abdu'l-Baha, the Baha'is vote for a just govern
ment or a person who they think can serve the nation 
best. 

Then the question of resurrection and what the 
Baha'is think about it was asked by the Minister of 
Education. Rul).jyyih Khanum answered that frankly 
the Baha'is do not· believe in resurrection of flesh 
and bone as many other religions do, but of course we 
believe in spiritual resurrection. 

By then hail an hour had passed, although the in
terview was granted for fifteen minutes. Ru.l).iyyih 
Khanum. with the permission of the Acting Prime 
Minister. presented him the book The Proclamation 
ot Bahd'u'Ucih which he passed to the Minister of Edu
cation for a careful and close stUdy. After Rul:J.iyyih 
Khimum signed the Official Visitor's Book of Osu 
Castle the interview was finished. 

The news of this interview was carried on the regu
lar TV and radio newscasts in the evening. Following 
this RUJ:tiyyih Khanum had an interview on Ghana 
Broadcasting Television for five minutes about the 
Faith, which was broadcast on Saturday, Nov. 27. 

Mends, looks on. At extreme left: Honorable MT. Wi!
ham D/ori-Atta, Minister of Education and behind 
him, Mrs. V10~ette Na./:Wjavani. 

_,0--
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Proclamation Volume to 
Embassies in New Zealand 

In Wellington, New Zealand, the Assembly has been 
busy presenting the volume The Prodamation oj Bah(Fu
'lldh to ambassadors at various embassies. The Yugo
slav Embassy responded with interest. The American 
Embassy received the volume through a Mr. Ransom 
who said he would read it himself. At the Vietnam 
Embassy, Mr. Ngoc was interested to learn of the rapid 
growth of the Faith although this was the first he had 
heard of it. The representative for Taiwan said he 
would read the book then write to the Wellington As
sembly_ The Singapore Ambassador refused the gift 
as did the Italian Ambassador; however. later a senior 
member who had met Mrs. Shirin Fozdar gratefully 
received the book. The U.S.S.R. legation received the 
volume in an efficient five minutes. The Austrian rep~ 
resentative was enthusiastic and listened intently when 
the letter to the Emperor Francis Joseph was discussed. 
The lawyer-agent for Ireland, in a short discussion on 
world order, twice indicated his intention to read the 
book. The Swiss Ambassador happily accepted the gift. 

(From the New Zealand BAHA'i NEWSLETTER) 

East Lansing, Mich:igan. Mayor's presentation of proclamation 
volume. Standing, from left to right, Miss Margaret En!ow. Mr. 
Thomos Shanard and Dr. Keyvan Nazerian. Seated in center is 
Mayor Gorcion Thomas. 

Lllke.lant!t Florida group. presents toy.r books to the Lakeland 
Pub[tc Ll0fary. Left to nght:= Mrs. Wtlma Jirsa; Mrs, Ann Valk; 
Mr. Robert Bruhl; Mr. Cectl E. Cleveland, JT. city librarian· 
Mr. Carl Riemer; Mrs. Jesse Riemer; Mrs. Gladys Farr. ' 

Mayor Tom B. PeaTson Of Del Mar, CaHfoTnia, accepts The 
Proclamation 01 Baha'u'llah from Mrs. Mary Liddicoat libra
rian of the Del Mar BaM'{ community, Robert R. Met~. Chai.rman 
of the Spirituat Assembly ot Del Mar and Hugh Liddicoat first 
pioneer, are shown at left and right respectively. ' 

Presenting The Proclamation of Baha'u'Uah to Mayor Floyd 
Hotland of Cheyenne (seated) are Rexford Block, HbTarian, and 
Anita Graves, treasurer of the SptTituar Assembly of the Bahu'u 
of Cheyenne, Wyoming, 
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Philippine Pioneers 
One of the Philippine goals given by the Universal 

House of Justice for the Nine Year Plan, was two Amer
ican Pioneers to assist in the great consolidation work 
in a country that now has over 2.000 localities and over 
200 Local Spiritual Assemblies. The pioneers who arose 
were Mr. and Mrs. Allen and Sara Lewis and their three 
young children. 

A month after their arrival in March, 1970, the National 
Assembly asked them to live in Kidapawan, a rural town 
in the vicinity of a Baha'i institute in the most southern 
island of Mindanao, in close proximity to thousands of 
Baha'is in the villages, 

Of course, the physical circumstances of their lives 
drastically changed. Allen had been an industrial de
signer for Ford Motor Company and now he would help 
in the villages as well as working with Sara to help in 
the development of the institute. It was suggested that 
in their town life they associate with clubs and various 
civic organizations and develop the identity of a young 
couple who were interested in people, and over a period 
of time to develop friends from the commtmity. Kida
pawan is a college town with banks, teachers, doctors 
and people from the whole range of Philippine society. 

Curiosity began to grow about them since they did not 
push Baha'i during their period of getting to know peo
ple. Then, only nine months after their arrival, power 
from on high blessed their dedicated efforts. Their chil
dren were instrum ental in this event, as the Lewises 
allowed them to associate freely with the Filipino chil
dren whose parents became interested to also know the 
father and mother of these young Americans. So. along 
in the ninth month, their hundreds of friends began to 
ask, "What IS this 'Baha'i '?", then it was that the Lewises 
invited a speaker to come from Manila and they planned 
a four-day direct campaign to inform the town of 
Kidapawan. 

They gave dinners, had firesides in the afternoon and 
evening, each time attended by forty or fifty people from 
all walks of Kidapawan life. AI! teachers in all the 
schools except one asked to be directly informed of the 
Baha'i Faith. The women's club had a special meeting 
where over a hundred women heard of Tahiri. The 
Rotarians, stUdents and professionals asked for direct 
Bah .. ' i talks. 

After the four days, the walls of insulation dissolved 
and the entire town now has a great reaction to the 
Faith. It is estimated that there is not a single person 
living in Kidapawan who does not know of the existence 
of Baha'u'Uah's Faith, and now word comes that the 
people of the town are beginning to enroll. 

It wasn't easy for a sophisticated young couple to live 
in a contained atmosphere for nine months, hut their 
steadfastness, their uni-directional spirit, their aware
ness of opportunity and of building for the future of the 
Faith, all lead to this phenomenon. Never before has an 
entire town been opened to the Faith in the Philippines. 

Surely the Lewises exemplify the pioneers who forsook 
their native land, found a new home. and even in a short 
time saw the confirmations and blessings of Baha'u'llili 
surround them. 

NOTE: In the April 1971 issue of BAHA'i NEWS on pages 
12-13 is a center spread photograph made at the Singa
pore Conference. This is a picture of pioneers at the 
conference, not an official photograph of all who at
tended, about 500 persons. 
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Hand of Cause Olinga Visits Philippines 
The recent four-day visit of Hand of the Cause of God 

Enoch Olinga to the Philippines was a glorious lesson in 
watching how one individual could generate spiritual 
waves. Although he traveled in the greater Manila area 
and spoke especia.lly in universities and in a giant public 
meeting, the power of those waves seemed to reach the 
shores of the 7,000 islands of this country. 

Baha'is of greater Manila had a month·and-a·half to 
prepare for his coming. This build-up consisted of send
ing a thousand pamphlets with business l'eply cards. 
semi-weekly ads in the newspapers which cover the 
whole country I press kits to all metropolitan newspaper 
people, arrangements for over a hundred college and 
high school editors and over 2nO invited to a senior press 
conference. Fourteen-hundred postel·s were placed all 
over the greater·Manila area for the public meeting in 
the most prestigious auditorium in the city. Two thou-

(Continued, next page) 

Hand of ~he Cause Enoch. Oltnga holding a young Bahci'i--Oloro 
Davis, whHe on his visit to Manila. 
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sand invitations were sent for this meeting. Five univer
sities were approached to receive Mr. Olinga as a speak
er; some of which Wliversities have been recently beset 
by student demopstrations, riots, etc. Mr. Olinga was 
warmly welcomed by the faculty and students. He spoke 
directly of the Faith in these universities to over 700 
students. 

The BaM'i Philippine National Youth Committee 
greatly assisted in escorting the high school and college 
reporters to a highly successful youth press conference 
in which seven colleges were represented. The senior 
press gave generous coverage in several metropolitan 
papers and a mention in a news program on TV. Mr. 
Olinga was met by the press at the largest gathering 
of Bahatis ever to meet anyo~:-at Manila International 
Airport. 

All this led up to the largest public meeting ill the 
BaM'i history of the Philippines. The great majority 
of the guests came from reading posters or newspaper 
ads or articles. There was a strike going on related to 
the building where it was desired to have the meeting, 
but the strikers, after discussion allowed the Baha'is 
freedom to use the auditorium. The Under-Secretary of 
Education, who introduced Mr. Olinga, at the end of 
the program said "Christianity has not been able to 
bring unity to the world, but maybe Baha'i is giving us 
a second chance." 

Mr. Olinga's direct simplicity of speech and dynamic 
love effected Baha'i and non-Babat! alike. The believers 
felt impelled to greater efforts. Directly and indirectly, 
the members of the Philippine National Spiritual Assem
bly feel that about five million people were reached 
through meetings, publicity, posters, invitations, news
paper articles, ads, press conferences, radio and tele
vision. 

The spirit generated may be expressed in the words 
of a president of one of the universities who said after 
Mr. Olinga's talk "It seems that we should all become 
Baha'is.1' 

Hand of Cause Robarts Visits EI Salvador 
When Hand of the Cause John Robarts and Mrs. 

Robarts arrived in El Salvador early in March, many 
of the Baha'is were at the airport to greet them as well 
as representatives of the press, who gave some cover
age of the event. 

The evening of their arrival, Mr. Robarts spoke to 
the friends, and again on Sunday, when more friends 
had come from all parts of the country he spoke on 
Prayer. It is reported that his words opened new doors 
for all and gave new direction to lives. 

The next evening he gave a deepening meeting in a 
nearby town where about fifty new enrollees lived. 

Later in the week he met with the El Salvador Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, and national committees. The 
couple ended their visit in a week. 

The National Spiritual Assembly consider it a great 
blessing and have been inspired by the visit of the 
Robarts. 

Mrs. Beatrice Buckleyl"Manager of the: jaM" bookatore in the 
BaM'! House of WOT.mip. WHmetteJ Illinois. 
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"WAKE UP AMERICA" 
Exhorts Hand of the Cause Sears 

It was with a feeling of triumph that the committee 
finished addressing the last packet. There they were, 
5,000 invitations that would be delivered to every com
munity and group in Southern California in plenty of 
time to be distributed at the Feast. It had been difficult 
-but it was important that everyone know. Hand of the 
Cause William Sears had offered himself to the area for 
the Naw-Ruz weekend. He would be serving the Faith 
abroad for several years-who knew when the friends 
might see him again. 

Preparaflo"" 
Preparations had been quickly made by the host com

munity, Los Angeles. There was to be a Bahll.'! youth 
meeting with Mr. Sears on Saturday morning and a 
Baha'i-only meeting on Sunday night. That information 
had been telephoned to the secretaries. It was the public 
meeting that was the present concern. An intensive 
search had been made for the proper auditorium-avail· 
able that day, large, easily accessible, good stage and 
equipment and within the very limited budget. Finally 
one was found, applications were made out and the 
tedious process of obtaining official approval was 
slowed to snail's pace. But at last it was done and the go· 
ahead received. Invitations were designed and printed 
in a matter of days. 

At the largest Baha', public 
meeting held in Los Angeles 

The chairman and entertainers had been selected, 
approved and contacted. Outstanding! Dorothy Nelson 
was avai1able and would be delighted to act as chair· 
man! The Baha'i Chorus would be ready~ They would 
choose new costumes in honor of the event. Geraldine 
Jones and Jim Dockens said that they wouldn't miss it! 
And as the final touch, the rocketing new stars of the 
recording field, Seals and Crofts, would be in town that 
day. Yes, of course they wou1d appear! 

The hardest part was done then. The committee had a 
right to feel pleased as they mailed those invitations. 

The Earib.'1uake 
It was the very next day-a Friday afternoon-that the 

phone call came. Because of earthquake damage to the 
college, the auditorium would not be available. We were 
cancelled! 

Of course it couldn't be done . . . inform all of the 
communities of the emergency, find another auditor
ium. clear it, cut red tape, have stickers set up and 
printed with the new place for the invitations, do an· 
other maHing, redraft publicity. etc. But the committee 
knew that it had to try. And of course it was done-with· 
in a week. In time. 

On Saturday, March 20, Baha'i youth began gathering 
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BaM'! Chorus at the Naw-Ru.z meeting in Hollywood. Sandy 
Ragen, Director. 

at the Los Angeles Baha'i Center from all over Califor
nia? New Mexico, Nevada and Arizona. They came by 
car, bus, bike and thumb. About two hundred of them 
jammed the room. The meeting was to be video-taped so 
technicians scurried about setting up impressive equip
ment. And there, sitting quietly next to his beloved 
Marguerite, was Mr. Sears. The appointed hour came 
and the chairman read an opening prayer. Hand of the 
Cause William Sears moved to the podium. As he began 
to speak, his face lighted up and his eyes sparkled. 
Vigorous. excited and exciting he stood there before the 
people he loved. He shared with those young people the 
preciOUS stories of the Faith. Slides were shown of the 
Youth Conference-and suddenly it was over. Except in 
the hearts of those who were privileged to be there. 

That night was the Feast and, anticipating the pres
ence of MI'. and Mrs. Sears, such numbers arrived that 
some had to be accommodated in another room and 
view the proceedings via closed circuit TV. Mr. Sears 
spoke briefly, warmly and with great vitality. 

The PubHc Meeting 
Hollywood High School Auditorium was the place. 

There were 1948 seats. The largest audience anyone 
could recall at a Los Angeles Baha'i meeting was a 
thousand. Fill the lower floor first was the order to the 
ushers. 

At 2:45 on Sunday afternoon, the word was given to the 
ushers. The. run· through had been completed. They 

Geraldine Janes singing a.t the Naw.Ruz program, Los Angeles, 
California. 

might open the doors now. People came in-more and 
more and more until only a handful of seats in the top of 
the balcony remained. The conservative official count 
was "over 1800". Probably a third were not yet Baha'is. 

Producer·MC Richard Lewellen was the first to speak, 
calling the people to order, welcoming, announcing the 
entertainers who, one after the other, gathered the 
throng to them with their brilliance, their warmth and 
their love. Then the distinguished Dorothy Nelson
Dean of the School of Law at the University of Southern 
California, member of the National Spiritual Assembly, 
gave a simple and touching introduction to the time, the 
festival of the New Year (Naw·Ruz), to Mr. Sears, and 
to the theme-WAKE UP AMERICA! 

It would be difficult to report properly about Mr. 
Sears' talk. One can write of the methods he used of 
relating current events to the Writings-flashing news
paper headlines; displaying titles of popular songs and 
quoting the lyrics that could have been lifted almost 
verbatum from the Words of the Founders. Or the dra
matic impact of children marching onstage carrying 
armloads of Baha'i books and depositing them in a 
tremendous pile to demonstrate the volume and rich· 
ness of the Writings. Or the 'chalk-talk' illustrating 
progressive revelation. Or the requesting of members of 
various races to come from the audience and then 
holding up a yellow, a red, a black and a white paper 
next to the faces and proclaiming. jjIt's a lie!" Or the 
producing of a starter's pistol-the count-down before 

Jim Dockens at the Naw·R1lz pubUc mee£ing. 

Seals and Crofts entertaining at the "Wake Up America," 
program. 



Hand of the Cause William Sean: demonatratin~ with white. 
blaek. 'Ted and lIeUow pa.pt'1'S th4t "Race iI a tie', 

the shots, liOn your marks, get set, go! WAKE UP 
AMERICA!" 

An hour or so after the program ended, people still 
stood on the steps of the auditorium. No one wanted to 
leave--even though many were to meet again at the 
membership meeting that evening. Each moment 
needed savoring. 

It was a standing-room-only crowd of 700 that was 
greeted that evening by the chairman, Auxiliary Board 
Member Anthony Lease. A surprise treat was the visit of 
Florence Mayberry, member of the Board of Counsellors 
who greeted the assemblage. Mter the Baha'i Chorus 
sang, Mr. Sears again took stage and wove for the gath-

Portion of 1800 a.udience in the HoUywood HiUh School audi
torium. LooS Angeles. 

ered friends a magic carpet on which he transported 
them to the cradle of the Faith. Visually assisted by 
slides which he and Mrs. Sears had taken on a recent 
trip, Mr. Sears brought life and meaning to each of those 
holy and sanctified spots. What a treasured gift he gave 
the believers there. What a neverato-be-forgotten week
end it had been ~ 

The meetings had been tape-recorded and color slides 
carefully taken. A proclamation program using them 
was designed to be used throughout the English-speak
ing world. Perhaps a tiny portion of the excitement 
would shine through. Perhaps the divine magic of those 
moments could, indeed, be shared. 
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Daidanaw village in Burma was visited by Hand of the 
Cause Conis Featherstone on January 8 t 1971. Many of 
the older Baha'is learned of this Baha'i village from the 
account in The Baha'i WOTtd~ Volumes I and II. which 
had also been printed in The Star of U,. West. From the 
late twenties until now, news of this village has been 
scarce; now we have visable proof that it continues. 

The Shrine of Siyyid Mu~~afa Roumi honors the pia. 
neer who taught the people of the Faith, and because of 
his deeds and devotion was named a H and of the Cause 
by the Guardian after his passing, 

Siyyid Mu~tafa belonged to a noble family of Bagh. 
dad, Iraq. His father had settled in Madras India. When 
the first teacher sent by Baha'u'llah to India, known as 
Jamal Effendi arrived in 1875, Siyyid M~tafa was in 
his early twenties. He became enkindled with the truth 
of the cause. When Jamal Effendi left Madras, he ac
companied him and traveled with him throughout India 
and Burma. 

Arriving in Burma· in 1875, in 1878 Siyyid Mustafa 
settled in Rangoon, where he married into a wealthy 
family and became a business partner. He followed up 
his teacher's work and under the direction of 'Abdu?l
Baha, developed these groups into Spiritual Assem bUes. 
In 1899 he carried to the Holy Land? with other Baha'is, 
the remains of the Bab. 

In 1910 the firm in which he was a partner failed, and 
soon after, his wife died, From this time on he devoted 
his whole time to the service of the Faith. 

JUNE 1971 

He was assisted in establishing a new center in Daid
anaw, a village in the township of Ktmgyangoon (Kun
jangun). It happened that the headman of Daidanaw 
was involved in a troublesome legal case. In the Ran
goon court when his application for bail was granted 
there was no one to stand surity for him because he was 
a stranger. One of the Baha'is in Rangoon, happening to 
be in the court room1 at once offered himself as surety. 
This impressed the headman and his companions and 
they inquired of the Baha'i to which Faith he belonged. 
When told of Baha 'u 'llah they were very desirous to hear 
more of it. They were brought to Siyyid Mustafa, who 
convinced them of the truth of the new Revelation. The 
headman and his party went back to their village and 
related this experience to the people. The elders of the 
village held a consultation and decided to invite Siyyid 
Mu~tafa to their village to teach them the new Faith of 
God. This Siyyid Mustafa did in his own convincing 
manner and the village embraced the Cause en masse. 
Siyyid Mu~ta!a set about bettering the lot of these peo
ple. With financial aid from Rangoon Bahll'is he started 
a school in the village, He translated several Baha'i 
books into Burmese, supervised translations into Urdu 
and wrote Lessons in Religion in Burmese. 

Siyyid Mustafa was entirely detached from the world. 
He loved the Guardian to such a degree that in ali 
his daily life he followed his example. He knew that 
the beloved Guardian loved and appreCiated nothing 
but work and service ior the Divine Faith and he worked 

B.a.hd'b of D4idanaw "iUaoe', al,o known as 'Abdu'1-8ah6'a 
viU.a.9,e. in Burma.. At the rear can be aeen the building the'll 
call The Shrine 01 Siyyid Mustafd Roumi' named by the be
loved Guaf'dian aa a Hand of the Cause after hiB paning, 
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for it day and night unmindful of his health. 
He was about 99 years of age at the time of his death, 

but his spirit was that of a youth of twenty·two. If he 
heard of an inquirer he would walk a long distance to 
meet him. His method of teaching was to help the in-

BaM'is of Tekowli village out from Pa.nch.
gani. India, when vUited by Hand 0/ the 
Came CoUis Feathustone a.nd MT3, Feather-
3tone~ JanuaTtl 22, 1911. 

Mrs. Madge Fea.therstone addressing the Ba
ha'i. in Rangoon BUTma. National Sec-reta1'Y, 
MT. U Ko Gvi iB translating. 
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quirer to be self-reliant in his search for truth and remove 
from his mind the attitude of dependence upon so-called 
religious leaders. He would build his argument on the 
knowledge of the inquirer and convince him of the Truth 
proclaim ed by Baha 'u 'llah. 

Baha'is of Twante, Burma, when visited by 
the Featherstones on Ja.nuaTY 9, 19'11. 



-, ..• -,~-

PaTt of the au.dience attending th.e Congl'es.s Commem.orating the fiftieth anniv€TS4f'11 of the coming 01 the /lTst 
BaM'f pioneel' to BTaziI, Mrs. Leonora. Hol.s'CI-pple Armstrong . 

.JJono,.infj the :Ji,.Jt {Yionee,. fo Brazil 
ofeono,.a ..JJo£'apple A,.mArong 

To celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the coming of 
the first pioneer to Brazil. Mrs. Leonora Holsapple Arm~ 
strong. an Anniversary Commemorative Congress was 
celebrated in Salvador, Bahia, Brazil on February 26-28, 
1971. This was to pay tribute to her long years of selfless 
service as well as to give a welcome to the representa
tives of the hundreds of new believers, the result of mass 
teaching in the past few months. 

The Congress opened on the night of February 26 with 
the presence of the representative of the Mayor of Sal· 
vador; the Director of the Central Library; Sra. Leonora 
Armstrong, first Baha'i to settle in Brazil and named by 
the beloved Guardian "the Mother of the Baha'is of 
Brazil'.t; three Auxiliary Board members, Mrs. Touba 
Maani, Mr. Edmund Miessler. and Mr. Osmar Mendes; 
four members of the National Assembly and representa
tives of the Baha'i friends of thirteen states; plus Mrs. 
Evelyn Baral, of Argentina. 

Mrs. Armstrong was first presented to the uchildren" 
who had come to honor her, and then they 1 in turn were 
introduced to her, as each delegation stood up to be 
counted. Greetings were received and loving congratu· 
lations extended to her from the Universal House of 
Justice. the Hands of the Cause in the Holy Land and 
RUJ:tiyyih Khimum, her dear friend of many years, and 
Mr. Jalal Khazeh, who had served for several years as 
the Hand for Brazil and Latin America; Mrs. Arm
strong also received greetings from several national 
spiritual assemblies, local assemblies, the Continental 
Board of Counsellors and many individuals, all of whom 

expressed their love and admiration for her truly ex
emplary pioneering service, giving of herself to every 
phase of the teaching work. 

Excellent preparation was made for the Congress in
cluding visits to several newspaper editors, a twenty:five 
minute television program, the delivering of invitations 
to the Governor of Bahia, just terminating his adminis. 
tration as well as to the new Governor just before he took. 
office, to the Mayor of the city, to the Secretary of Educa
tion and Culture, to the Director of the Central City 
Library where the Congress was held. The lobby of the 
Library was beautifully decorated with panel displays of 
photos of the Baha'i Temples, Hands of the Cause, Inter
national Conferences and CongresSies, National Conven
tions, Local Spiritual Assemblies and communities and 
Baha'i groups. Since the lobby has windows on one side, 
those passing on the street were attracted to the exposi· 
tion and many stopped to ask questions and to carry 
away pamphlets. 

The Congress was unique in that it was an uaudio· 
visual" presentation of the Faith, including slides for 
every talk, often interspersed with songs. The histOry of 
the Faith, its world expansion and especially, its expan
sion in Brazil. its tenets and spiritual teachings were all 
included in this program, which, in this waYl was more 
interesting to the new believers, many of whom are semi· 
literate. 

After the Congress closed on Sunday morning, those 
present Were urged to go out to BiJca do Rio, the scene of 
the great influx of new believers through mass teaChing, 
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there to commingle with them and to get the "feel" of the 
joy of this new method of teaching. There they were con
vinced that these who had so little experience with the 
Faith were truly BahAlis. 

On Monday and Tuesday following the Congress, 
about twenty-five gathered in the new Baha'i Center in 
Boca do Rio for a two-day institute to get a wider vision 
and to learn new techniques in teaching. Many 01 those 
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present wete themselves mass teaching products, 
among them five Indians from the Lagoa Grande area in 
Bahia, and three Indians from the Fazendo do Canto 
area in Alagoas. 

The Baha'is of Brazil feel that this Congress marks a 
new step in the development of the Faith in Brazil, 
where the sights have already been lifted to the goal of 
100,000 believers within the near future. 

Some Experiences Among the Poor In Brazil 
by Leonora Holsapple 

From BahcN World, Vol. III (1928-1930) 

Within a few months of the arrival of Miss Maude 
Mickle (my co-worker) and myself in Bahia, Brazil, 
regular fortnightly Baha'i meetings were established in 
the factory district, in the very humble home of one of 
the workers .... Though Sunday is the only day they 
have ... still they would come-walking long distances 
to attend our SWlday afternoon meetings_ Especially 
eager were they to hear of 'Abdu'l-Baha's acts of char
ity, which won for Him the title of OF ather of the Poor. It 
. _ . Dona Antonia, in whose home the meetings were 
held during more than two years, used to go about in her 
spare moments inviting her friends and neighbors to 
come to the meetings, distributing booklets and copies 
of our magazine among them ___ . In the state of Per-
nambuco some among the poor were found most recep
tive; and in the capital of Ceara, where I spent four 
months, there were still more opportunities of making 
contacts with the very poor. 

In Ceara serious epidemics of cholera and typhoid 
broke out during my stay there, and I was able to olIer 
my services in carrying medicine, food, and clothing to 
many of the sick, It was a thrilling experience to visit 
them in their homes . _ , and to try to prove to them by 
deeds the Baha'i faith in the oneness of humanity. 
There were black and white among them, and all the 
intervening shades, and m any who showed clearly the 
mixture of Indian blood with the Negro or Portuguese, 
But all were poor, suffering, in need of human help, and 
all were grateful to have it given, freely, for the love of 
humanity_ 

To some, as they became well, there was opportWlity 
of speaking of 'Abdu'I-Baha and booklets were given to 
the two or three who were found who could read, On one 
occasion a group of children who sometimes followed 
me around from house to house as I made my visits, 

stood in the doorway of one house in which I was show
ing a picture of ~Abdu'l-Baha. Each one wished to come 
in and look, and on being told whose picture it was, 
slowly pronounced His Name, One woman, to show her 
gratitude, sent her little girl of six or seven a distance of 
more than two miles to my home on the day of my 
departure to bring me a gift_ The child arrived at about 
seven o'clock in the morning, and handed me an old 
handkerchief in which were tied four very small eggs, 
each carefully wrapped in a bit of newspaper t Another 
woman wished to give me her thirteen-year-old daugh
ter. , . , 

We felt that a valuable service might be rendered by 
taking several children-orphans or others whose par
ents were too poor to give them any education, or even 
food and clothing-and they might later perhaps go 
back and give the Baha'i message to their own people_ 
For about two years we have had ih OUr home in Bahia a 
little orphan girl to whom we have been giving the 
Bah a 'i teachings_ 

In Ceara not only were the poor themselves receptive, 
but the work with them helped to pave the way for some 
of the rich to receive the message, for when the oppor
tunity came to give a Baha'i lecture in the most fash
ionable club of the city, undoubtedly a number attended 
whose interest had been roused through hearing of my 
services as "Nurse of the Poor" as I was called_ 

Permission was also obtained to address all the pris
oners in the Cerea Prison. The hearts of some of them, at 
least, would seem to have been softened by suffering and 
made receptive, One made a speech of thanks; another 
wrote a letter of appreciation. All seemed eager to re
ceive at the close of the meeting booklets and typed 
copies of prayers that had been translated into Portu
guese. (continued next page) 

Commemo..-aUve Cong..-ess, celebrating the Golden Anniversar1J of the BaM'of Faith. in Brazil, Salvador. Bahia, Feb~ 
..-ua1ll 26 to 28 1971. Some of the more than 300 Baha'is present to honor the first pioneer, the Mother of the BaM'is 
of Brazil Mrs. Leonora. Armstrong, who arrived there in February, 1921, under the guidance of the m.a.3ter, ~Abd1~"~
BaM MTs, Ann.!trong is in white in the center of the picture_ At her left is Counsellor; Hooper Dunbar,. 
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Of course some of the wealthy and educated classes in 
BrazU have also attended the meetings and expressed 
their sympathy with the principles, but they are so 
prone to weigh everything with their intellects merely. 
Generally speaking, it seems more difficult for them to 
fee! the love, that great spiritual dynamic which is 
surging, emanating from the Word of God in this New 
Day. 

Just one striking exception, however. The mayor of a 
small town, in the State of Bahia _ . _ gave us the use of 

Guatemalan Pioneer to British Honduras 
In the jungle we found a pioneer. It was like a dream

the heat, the silence pinpricked by little -noises of na· 
ture, seated beneath a wonderful shade tre'e---no fleas! 
The message 01 Baha'u'llith was given in English to a 
gentle soul whose eager listening drew the words from 
the Northamerican pioneer like a magnet. 

Alvaro Pio Bul believed. He asked good questions but 
mostly he listened. FinalJy he asked how he could be
come a Baha'i. He signed his card. 

Since he speaks English, Mayan, Kekchi, and Spanish, 
we asked him if he would like to pioneer to the Tolido 
District in British Honduras where the people speak 
Kekchi and Spanish, a Guatemala goal for the Nine-
Year plan, He replied that he'd grown up there and 
would love to. So we made arrangements for him to 
study at the Dorothy B, Baker Institute in Chichicaste-
nanga and gain experience on local teaching trips with 
more experienced teachers. 

After his stay at the Institute, he had to harvest his 
corn and beans, make arrangements about the new 
house he had just finished, and arrange his papers. No 
one knew exactly what he should do or where he should 
do it. He was born in British Honduras and his wife in 
Guatemala. He had only baptismal record so he had to 
go to Belize city to get a birth certificate and passport, 
the two of them had to go to Guatemala City to get 
hers-both long trips on difficult roads. Then to have his 
children on his passport, he had to get married again 
officially. 

All things were accomplished and we have received 
word that they have arrived at their post and the Na· 
tional Spiritual Assembly of British Honduras writes 
that "Alvaro has arrived and it's a new day in the Tolido 
District. He is a great teacher." 

Guatemalan pioneeT Atvaro Pio Bul to British Honduros, with 
hi.sfamity. 

w~.''''''''' ........ ' ., 
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the city hall for a lecture at which he himself intro
duced the speaker, and for which he had had handbills, 
announcing it printed and distributed throughout the 
town. He seemed very sincere in his interest, and when 
we went to pay OUf hotel bill. we found that his courtesy 
had extended so far as to make us his guests, 

Indeed, lIBlessed are the nameless and traceless 
poor;" though blessed, too, 'Abdu'l-Baha has told us, 
are the few who have not been withheld by riches or 
prestige from "turning toward the Lights of His Face." 

Historic Meefing at Malaga, Spain 
The first time the Baha'i group of Malaga, Spain were 

able to hold a public meeting was on April 2, 1971, at the 
Casa de la Cultura. There were forty present, and thirty 
were interested seekers. To obtain permission for such a 
meeting was a long drawn-out process. 

Publicity for the meeting was by radio, newspapers 
and posters in the Casa de la Cultura. 

It was a cold, rainy day, but shortly before the meet
ing the rain stopped. Deyhem Foroughi, Medical student 
at the University of Granada was the guest speaker. 
Many interested persons left their names to receive 
further information. 

A Pioneer Writes from Chad 
Olive McDonald wrote to the National Baha'i Office 

from Fort Lamy, Chad, as follows: 
"On Sunday last (March 21) Elie Enigotto an abso

lutely wonderful African Baha'i teacher took me with 
him to a small village along the river of Fort Lamy. 
which he had opened to the Faith the week before. 
Another Baha'i had preceded us on a bicycle to alert the 
village to our coming, so when we arrived all were 
ready and waiting. It was the most wonderful experi
ence. Strong, tall men, women old and workworn~ moth
ers young and beautiful, nursing babies, all were there 
to listen, After Elie had explained beautifully the wonder 
of this Message, giving examples well related to their 
understanding, and his words has been translated first 
into Chadian Arab and then into the triballanguage, one 
young mother said: IThe words of God are like honey. 
One taste of such honey- and one wants more and more! 
The brother of the head man of the village was visiting 
from Fort Lamy and while Elie talked, he waS busy 
taking notes, using the Holy Bible as a desk. Afterwards, 
he quoted chapter and verse regarding 'faith, hope and 
charity' and said that our coming was the charity about 
which Jesus has spoken. And before we left he had 
become a Baha'i:' --------

Summer School Announcements 
Italy: September 4-12, 1971 
Location: Hotel Rol, Valverde Di Cesanatico, Italy. (On 

the Adriatic coast near Rimini.) 

Reservation date: August 15. 
For Information: write Mr. Mario Donato, Piazza Pal· 

ermo, 5(2116129 Genova, Italy. 

Ireland: County Dublin, July 17-31 

Scotland: Dundee, July 31-Aug.14 

Canada: Sylvan Lake Summer School, July 4-August 29 
Location: 15 miles west of Red Deer, Alberta 
For Information: write Miss Linda Jones, Secretary, 

Sylvan Lake Summer School Comm., 18 Stewart St., 
Red Deer, Alberta, Canada. 
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Pioneers and new Baha'[s at 
Grand Bahama Island 

New Htdtlan believeTs who line at Hunter a1l.(1 Pinders Point, 
Gr4nd Boha.m.a I.rland. Travel tea.cheT, Ben Levy (second from 
lett) recently retuTflea from a tri:f1 to this a.rea. and to the 
French-speaking Islands of the Canbbean. 

Pioneer- Henry Wigfall (right) with new believerB in WUliams
town, Grand Bahama Island. The.re friendJ were brought in as 
a. Y'esult of a mass teaching effort on the part of two traveUng 
te4cherB from FloTida. ----------------
American pianeen with thTee new Haitian and Trinidadian oe
lievers in Freeport, Grand Bahama Island. Pernetta WigfaU is 
.second from lett and Henry WigfaU is fourth. 
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Naw-RJz at Managua, Nicaragua 

The commu.nity 01 Managua, Nica.raQ.ua celeorated its moOd 
beautiful Na!-,,-Ruz in the Hatiratu'l-Quda:. Several communi
tiea: asmted tn the event which closed with a aupper. 

Naw-RJz at Grand Bahama Island 

"-';:;".--~ 'J 

Baha'is- an.d gue.tts swimming and children p1tWing at the inter
commun.it .... Naw-R1lz picnic on the beach at Gt'aM Bahamaa:. 

A festive picnic at the beach marked the occa3ion 01 Naw-Ru 
in. the Grand Bahamas. About ninetll-llve i'uem and thirtu
three Bahti'u enjoyed playing baH BWimmmQ, e:tploTi:ng tlie 
beach, dancing, talki.ng about the FaUh, and t"e food. BaM'u 
from. wmia.m.stow~ Hunter7 Pindl!1'B Point joined with those 
from FreepoTt. Three newspaper. carried storie. whfch totaled 
thirty-eight column inches. 
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Swaziland Dedication-Leroy loas Institute 
Baba. 'is and their friends from all over Southern Mri

ca as well as the island of Mauritius gathered for the 
dedication of the new Leroy leas Teacher Training In
stitute and administrative headquarters on Saturday. 
December 26, 1970. 

The guests were honored by the presence of Board of 
Counsellors members Mr. Appa and Mr. Shidan Fathea
zam; Auxiliary Board members Mr. Mooten, Mrs. Helen 
Wilks, and Mr. Logan Thandrayen; members of two 
National Spiritual Assemblies; Mr. Mnisi who repre
sented His Majesty King Sobhuza II for the occa
sion; and Her Highness, Princess Gcinaphi, a Baha'i. 

Mr. Logan Thandrayen, of Mauritius, spoke to the 
guests on the subject HOne World-One Home", Mr. 
Thandrayen said that the holding of such a diversified 
gathering, including people from many nations and 
races. was a "milestone in the social and educational 
history of Swaziland, making it truly a part of the whole 
world. A century or two ago, such a gathering would 
have been impossible, because of the barriers separat
ing the different parts of mankind, the lack of commu~ 
nication and transport. 

"If we look at history," said Mr, Thandrayen, "we see 
a series of progressive steps toward world unity. First, 
unity on the tribal or family level, then on the city-state 
level, and then on the level of nationhood. And it is a 
proof of the greatness of this century. that many coun
tries have achieved nationhood in this century alone. 

HPrior to any advance in unity, there has always been 
much violence and corruption. And now, the present 
disorder in the world is leading to world Wlity. and the 

recognition of the oneness of mankind. There have al
ways been negative forces combating positive forces 
working for unity. The positive has always succeeded. If 
mankind has been able to survive, it is because of 
advancement in the Wlification of societies, and jf man 
wants to go on surviVing, he must attain world unity. 

'IThose who are working constructively, are doing so 
because of their beliefs. They believe that the world had 
a Creator Who was loving and intelligent, and that this 
Creator manifested Himself from age to age through 
Figures like Moses, Christ, Muhammad and others. At 
first people were against Them and Their Teachings, but 
gradually they accepted Them. This acceptance 
brought about a transformation in peoples' lives, and 
changed society. The result of Divine Revelation has 
always been a new civilization. Today we are living at 
the dawn of a new civilization which is the fruit of all 
past civilizations. 

"One of the teachings of all the Prophets was that a 
time would come when they themselves, or another 
would come, when a new and very great civilization 
would be founded. The prophecies of past Scriptures 
give the indication that Bahi.t'u'Uah is the One referred 
to as this ·Promised One of All Ages! .. 

Mr. Mnisi, the representative of H.M. the King, ex· 
pressed his appreciation for the holding of a gathering of 
"many different colors. many different nationalities, 
but all united." 

"We are most grateful/' Mr. Mnisi said, "because 
even though Swaziland is a small and humble nation, we 
feel today that we are great because so many people 

In front of the new Le-ro1lIoas Teacher Trai.ni.ng Institute at Mbabane. Swaziland H.H. Princess Gcinaphi. is :planting 
a tree assisted by Continental Board member Shidan Fatheazam. At the first session of the institute Baha'is came 
from Swaziland. Rhodesia, Botswana, Lesotho, South Africa and South West Africa. 

~.>--.,.,..-.~ 



Some of th.e audience attendi.n.g the dedication of the Le1"oy Ioas 
Teaching Training Institute. 

have gathered here in this spirit of oneness." 
Mr. Mnisi also expressed gratitude for the speech of 

Mr. Thandrayen of Mauritius, who, he said, "has spoken 
of two mighty forces t one, the force of destruction, and 
the other the force of unity which works toward the 
construction of one unity." 

Mr. Mnisi said further, "I am most grateful for what 
has been said regarding the King ... that the Most 
Mighty Creator has given us kings so that if we respect 
these kings we may in turn respect Him, Almighty God. 

HI would like to say to you people here that here in 

--. , .......... ,.-

Some of the di.3tinguished guests a-nd speakers at the dedication: 
left to right, John AHen ChaiTman, with Auxi!iafl/ BoaTd mem· 
ber Mr. William Masehla, South A:fri.ca; Mr. Lopan Thandrayen, 
Auxiliary Board membe1'. Mauritius; Mr. Mnis1., Representative 
of H. H. King Sobhtta.a II wHh his entourage. 

Swazlland you are at home. Consider yourselves as chil~ 
dren of Swaziland. I am sure in this institute here you 
will learn a few things. If you see Swazis coming with 
their tribal customs perhaps you will learn something of 
them too ,. 

In ~on~lusion Mr. Mnisi invited the Baha'is "to call 
on us" if in any difficulty. The program concluded with 
the planting of a tree on the grounds by H. H. Princess 
Gcinaphi. 

The Times Of Swazdand carried an article covering 
the dedication program. 

Floating Campus Brings BahcNs to Seychelles 
Two YOWlg American Baha'i students travelling 

aboard the 'Floating Campus' chartered by the Chap~ 
man College of California visited Seychelles when the 
ship S.S. Ryndam called at Seychelles for a day on 
March 31. 

They were Miss Pat Finley of Lawrence, Kansas and 
Miss Marta Larson of California. Miss Pat was accom~ 
panied by her very charming eighty-two year old grand
mother Mrs. Finley. 

On board the ship they were met by the Secretary of 
the National Teaching Committee who later introduced 
them to the Chief Minister of Seychelles, the Honorable 
Mr. James R. Mancham, the Director of Education Mr. 
A. W. Johns and other officials who happened to be on 
board the ship soon after it anchored on the evening of 
March 30. 

A few days before the arrival of the ship, the govern~ 
ment owned Radio Seychelles while giving the news of 
the cruise in general mentioned that for one of the 500 
students, a special welcome awaits in the Seychelles 
and that was from the Baha'i community of Seychelles. 
(It was originally known that there was only one BaM'i 
student on board). From that time on the name of Miss 
Pat was a topic of conversation all over the town. 

Miss Pat and Miss Marta with Mrs. Finley were 
brought ashore on the -evening of March 30. A tumul~ 
tuous welcome was given to the young visitors at the 
Victoria Baha'i Center by the Baha'is of Seychelles. 
Miss Finley and Miss Larson spoke eloquently of the 
warmth and loving fellowship they had received from 
the Baha'is of Hawaii, Malaysia, Ceylon and Madras. 
Baha'is then presented to each one of them a souvenir 
gift of Seychelles made of tortoise shell. They stayed 

overnight with the Baha'is. Next morning they visited 
the educational institutions of Seychelles and visited the 
Seychelles b~oadcasting studio where an interview of 
fifteen minutes was tape-recorded for later broadcast. 
This interview was broadcast on radio Seychelles on 
Saturday. April 3, with extremely favorable reactions 
from every quarter. 

The visitors were then taken on a sight seeing tour 
of the island of Mahe. They sailed for Dar-es-Salaam the 
same afternoon March 31. 

This was the first visit to Seychelles of American 
Baha'is ever and win long be remembered by the friends 
of Seychelles. 

Reception given th1'ee Bahd'is who arrived on board the cruise 
ship SS Rlindam when it visited the Seychet!es [sland3. The Te~ 
ception was held at the BaM'{ Center in Victoria, Mahe, on 
Ma1'ch 30, 1971. 
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Members of the U.S. National Spiritual 
Assembly for 1971 - 1972 

Following are the members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States for 1971-
1972: 

Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh, Chairman 
Dr. Daniel C. Jordan, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Glenford E. Mitchell, Secretary 
Miss Charlotte M. Linfoot, Assistant Secretary 
Dr. Dorothy W, Nelson, Treasurer 
Dr. Dwight W. Allen 
Miss Magdalene Carney 
Mr. Franklin Kahn 
Dr. Sarah M. Pereira 

JUNE 1971 
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U.S.A. Goals 
Nine Year Plan 600 Assemblies: achieved in 1971-

839 As~emblies, two years ahead of schedule. Delegates 
t.o the 62nd Annual National Baha'i Convention in Wil
mette, April 29 - May 2, were told that the localities where 
Baha'is reside in the U.S. had increased in one year from 
2,799 to approximately 4,000. Over 20,000 new believers, 
mostly blacks, joined the Faith in the South, plus hun~ 
dreds of Spanish-speaking persons and scores of Amer
ican Indians. 

International posts were filled by 205 pioneers from the 
United States this year, and hundreds more will leave 
to spread the Faith in lands and islands across the world. 

Photo by Oscar and Associates, Inc., Chicago 
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Mass Teaming Conference· Mllryland I Delaware 
That part of Maryland, Delaware and Virginia that 

sits on a peninsula between the Chesapeake Bay and the 
Atlantic Ocean is known as Delmarva. The mainlanders 
call it the Eastern Shore and to get to it from any 
direction except from the north you must pay a toll to 
get across a bridge, or bridges and tunnels. Before the 
Mass Teaching Conference it was considered by many 
to be a sleepy rural area where not much was happen
ing, except wild foul hunting and summer vacationing 
on the beaches around Ocean City. The whole area has 
taken on a new significance since the week·end of Feb
ruary 13·15. The State Goals Committee and representa
tives of the Deep South Committee, along with over 20G 
other believers from nine states and D.C. converged on 
the little community of Bivalve, Maryland, near Salis
bury, and Baha'u'llah has another homefront victoryl 

When the count was tallied on Monday morning Feb
ruary 15 there were 165 new believers in a forty mile 
radius of Salisbury. An early morning call from An
napOlis, Maryland reported that one carload of tired but 
enthusiastic teachers had stopped Sunday evening and 
helped the lone believer in that State Capitol to do 
some mass teaching. The result was five new believers 
for Annapolis and one youth of Anne Arundel County. In 
a call Monday evening from Richmond, Virginia, Dick 
Bond. reported that while enroute home Sunday via the 
southern route he, Martha Dick and Gazzel Towfiq 
stopped in the Virginia part of Delmarva and found 
twelve new believers where before there were none. 

The count for the weekend was 183. Follow-up teach· 
ers, including some of the new believers, found seven 
mOre new believers the next day and the count stood at 
190. The story goes on and on and each week the count 
continues to climb. As of the first week of March the 
count was approaching 220. The victories include thirty
five from lower Delaware, which almost doubles the 
Baha'i strength in Delaware. One county and six other 
localities were opened in that State. 

Deep South Committee members Poova Murday, Fer
eydoun Jalali and Charles Bullock, plus approximately 

forty others from Georgia, Alabama, West Virginia and 
the Carolinas, were the boost that the local area Baha'is 
needed to inspire them and help achieve this great 
victory for Baha'u'l1ah. 

While the increase in numbers of believers is a won. 
derful bounty, the effect of this conference on those who 
had the bounty of experiencing mass teaching in per
son, is beyond words. Many who had doubted the results 
of such an effort were suddenly brought face to face 
with the reality that waiting souls need only the confir
mation that Baha'u'lIilh has come to accept this won~ 
derfuJ Faith. OH! GOD, INCREASE MY ASTONISH
MENT IN THEE r So many who have been Baha'is for 
years were heard to utter these words as they prepared 
to leave the conference for the trip back home. 

Many thrilling incidents were reported by the teach
ers. One particularly moving incident was repOrted by 
Yvonne Merritt from Takoma Park, Maryland: 

"To me the conference was the most enjoyable expe
rience I've ever had. It was so well organized? and 
everyone was so eager to participate. The highlight of 
the conference for me was the teaching trip. I was on a 
team of four, who went to Kingston., Maryland. 

"On the road we saw an old gentleman walking and he 
thumbed a ride with us. He commented on how nice it 
was to see young people who were so considerate. As we 
neared his house we Saw several people outside. We 
asked if he would mind if we went to me€t them, and he 
seemed very glad to invite us in. When we reached the 
house a lady came out and greeted us very warmly. We 
introduced ourselves and she invited us in. As it turned 
out the old gentleman was her uncle. We sat in their 
living room and began to tell her, the uncle and one 01 
her sons about Bahit'u'llith. Right away she began to say 
'Yes, I believe you.' Never have I seen anyone accept 
Baha'u'llah and His teachings so readily. The lady, Mrs. 
Holland started telling us that there was only one God 
and that it was time for all people to come together. Th~ 
three of them had very little difficulty pronouncing 
Baha'u'llah, 'Abdu11-Baha and Aliah'u'Abha. In a matter 

The Maryland DistTict of Columbia-Delaware State Goals Committee being introduced b1L P001J(l. MUrday. From 
left to right: Evander Gilmer, James Sturdivant, Ruth Hoffman, Barbara Kauppal4. Reuben "Buz'" Busby. Bea Busby, 
Ma1'Y K. RadPOUT and Bill BurgesS'. 



Member, of;h.e Ro~ Show with Mr. Albert Ja-mesJ,.A1L1:iUa!'y Board member, standing in the rear, left. Seven new 
.lOng.! came Into be'ng OVe1' the weekend of the uivalve, Ma'1lland Mass Teaching Conference. 

of minutes they said that they wanted to be Baha'is. Mrs. 
Holland told us that she had dreamed that strangers 
would be coming to her house with some good news, Her 
uncle also said that he had fell that morning that they 
would have visitors. I've heard it before, but now I be
lieve it! There are people who are just waiting to hear 
that Baha'u'llah has come. All we have to do is go out 
and find them." 

Se:veral others have expressed amazement at the depth 
of understanding that these new-found souls have of the 
spiritual truths of God for this Day. The Teachings of 
Baha'u'llilh seem to unlock the hidden capacities so that 

they become a channel to enlighten everyone around 
them. Thanks be to God for the vision of the Deep South 
Committee and the dedication of the Vanguard and Road 
Show for making possible the great successes we are 
seeing in the mass teaching areas. 

Afterward 

There were twenty-seven new believers added, the first 
week after the conference, seventeen new believers the 
second week a fter the conference, and ten new believers 
the third week after the conference. 

Falkland Islands Activities 
On the southern tip of South America, its two islands 

resembling butterfly wings reposing on the ocean's sur
face, lie the Falkland Islands. Looking toward the 
United Kingdom for its roots and toward Latin America 
for its geographical proximity, these islands have been 
assigned to the United States for Baha'i assistance and 
support. Its goal is the form a tion of one local Spiritual 
Assembly by the end of the Nine Year Plan and the six 
believers in Port Stanley work diligently to proclaim the 
Faith at every opportunity. 

Recently they were able to obtain a number of show
ings for the film, HA New Wind!1 all over the islands and 
at one showing over ninety people were in attendance. A 
special display was prepared and the local town hall 
was transformed into a scene of Baha'i proclamation. 
DUpl4l1 at thoe town haU in Port Stanrell. Falkland Island,. 
posted in conjunction with the ,howing of A New Wind, 

According to a report from the friends there, "What we 
Baha'is lacked in numbers we made up for in enthu
siasm, and for days afterwards we received words of 
praise from people who had been to one of the eve
nings". 

The only access to the islands is by a ship- out of 
Montevideo, Uruguay which makes the trip once a 
month. Travel teachers are needed who could spend a 
month teaching and visiting the remote sheep stations 
where the island's population can be found outside of 
the city of Pori Stanley. A recent visit by a young 
Baha'i couple resulted in one declaration and the 
friends in the Falkland Islands look forward to achiev
ing their goal within the next year. 

Baha'is of Port Stanley. Fa~k!and [.aland •. Top tram lett: Julian 
Randan"", Joh:1I. Leonard and David HaTdy. Seated: Winona 
Ha.rdy, Dernard Steer and Margaret Leona.Td. 

I 
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The Great Safari 
of Hand of the (ause Ruhtfyih Khanum . -

By Violette Nakhjavani, Companion 

Trying to recapture the events which took place be
tween March 1970, when Amatu'l-Bahil temporarily left 
West Africa, and the end of November 1970 when once 
again she returned to Accra, Ghana, I see a panorama 
of diverse fields of service and the shining faces of a 
heroic band of pioneers and native believers in over 
nineteen countries and islands in the western hem
isphere. 

Amatu'i-Baha Rul)iyyih Khilnum interrupted her 
African tour because of a promise she had made some 
time ago in Haifa. When one of the friends arrived from 
the United States and eagerly related how wonderful the 
National Baha'i Youth Conference held in Wilmette had 
been and what tremendous capacity the American 
Youth had, Rul)iyyih Khanum said she would go to ad
dress a Youth Conference in the United States, no matter 
in what part of the world she might be, because she fe~t it 
was so important. The invitation came from the Nabon
al Spiritual Assembly when she was in the middle of 
Africa. The Universal House of Justice had requested 
RUQiyyih Khimum to attend as their representative the 
first Regional Convention in Georgetom;t, Guy~~ for 
the election of the new independent NatlOnal Spmtual 
Assembly of Guyana! Surinam and French Guiana and 
also, as she was going to be in that part of the world, the 
National Convention in Ecuador, a country very dear to 
her heart. 

A month of badly needed rest in Panama was ar
ranged and the friends in that city had the privilege of 
celebrating the Feast of Naw-Ruz in the presence of 
their dearly loved Hand of the Cause who is so closely 
attached to the Temple they are building. She also spoke 
there to a large public audience about her African trip 
and showed the beautiful slides she had taken. 

A week prior to the Convention in Ecuador Amatu'l
Baha went to the city of Esmeralda. to visit the new 
Baha'is there who had recently embraced the Cause in 
great numbers. She was impressed by the quality of 
these new believers and their enthusiasm in spreading 
the Cause far and wide in their province. Many times 
RU1;Iiyyih Khanum said she had never been in a town 
where the whole population was not only so friendly but 
so receptive and eager to hear the Message of God. She 
was particularly impressed by a new method of teach. 
ing the Faith through children. The believers go to the 
homes of the people and ask them if they would like their 
children to attend a Sunday class, learn about God and 
His prophets and learn new songs, The parents ~re 
usually delighted to do this and when the children bnng 
these strange new ideas home and sing their unusual 
songs of love and brotherhood, the parents b.ecome cur
ious and go to the teacher and ask the meamng of these 
teachings and prayers their children recite. This has 
proved a most effective method of attracting hundreds 
of souls. 

CONVENTIONS IN ECUADOR AND GEORGETOWN 

The Convention in Quito was a wonderful experience. 
The representatives of the original inhabitants of the 
Americas have a spiritual quality that permeates the 
atmosphere of whatever gathering they attend, a quality 
of tranquility and peacefulness. The love and deep 

President and Mrs. Tubman of Liberia nceiving Amatu1-Bahd 
at their residence in Monrovia, 

affection Rlil:liyyih Khitnum has for the dear friends in 
Ecuador was very visibly reciprocated. 

In this Convention we witnessed. something that im
pressed Us very much: Ecuador had embarked on a 
most ambitious teaching program which required 9000 
new Baha'is before the end of August 1970. By Conven
tion time only about half of the goal had been achieved. 
One evening was devoted to discussion, in separate 
groups representing the Baha'is from different areas, on 
ways and means of winning the goal. Next morning the 
chairman of the Convention suspended its agenda for 
over an hour and permitted anyone present to speak to 
the plans the different groups had drawn up; between 
them they had apportioned, carefully, according to the 
possibilities and man-power available for teaching in 
each place, the approximately 5000 new believers re
quired to meet the National Assembly's plan. By. this 
brilliant but slightly unusual procedure the NatIOnal 
Assembly was able, in its meeting immediately follow
ing the Convention, to adopt whatever it desired of the 
proposed plans and thus surge forward with no loss of 
time to win its all-important goal. 

The first Convention in Georgetown brought into exis
tence a new pillar of the Universal House of Justice. The 
spirit of utter dedication and heartfelt gratitude to 
Baha'u'llah was so powerful that after the announce
ment of the names of the members of the new National 
Spiritual Assembly there were very few dry eyes in the 
room. During our days in Georgetown the friends took 
fun advantage of Amatu'l·Baha's presence and widely 
and with great dignity proclaimed the Cause through 
the press, radio and public discourses. Amatu'l~Bahi 
was received by the President of Guyana, Mr. Arthur 
Chung, as well as the mayor of Georgetown, Mr .. JOhn M. 
Ford who was also chairman of her pubhc meeting. The 
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main theme of some of her talks was on the importance 
of abolishing all race prejudice. As Stokely Carmichael 
was visiting and lecturing in Guyana at the same time 
one can imagine how opposite her remarks were, and 
how favorably they were received in one of the most 
multi-racial Republics of the world! She repeatedly 
reminded her audiences that Guyana was ideally con
s!ituted to demonstrate to the world, so tom by racial 
hatred and jealousy, that unity in diversity is the an
swer. There was no reason why they should not be a 
workshop for the world to demonstrate this great prin
ciple. "The people of the world", she said "would then 
turn to your country and take heart and find hope". 

VISIT TO ISLANDS 
Witli the advice of Counsellor Alfred Osbourn Amatu·l· 

Bahit worked out an itinerary for a visit to the Leeward, 
Windward and Virgin Islands. Between the end of the 
Convention in Guyana and the National Baha'i Youth 
Conference in America she had five weeks available and 
decided to seize on this golden opportunity to visit as 
many of the islands in the West Indies as possible. For a 
great many years she had longed to visit the dear 
Baha'is in this part of the world and now set out to do so 
with a joyous heart. Trinidad, Grenada, St. Vincent. 
Barbados, Martinique, Dominica, Guadeloupe, Antigua, 
St. Martin, Nevis and St. Thomas-like a sea bird she 
winged her way from island to island. In each place 
she was received lovingly by another group of devoted 
believers. It was a happy and fruitful but exhausting 
thirty-six days. In spite of the fact that there was a 
curfew in Port.af-Spain. Trinidad, she was graciously 
received by the Governor General and Lady McShine as 
well as the Mayor, Mr. Hamilton Holder. During the 
three days Rul).iyyih Khanum stayed in Trinidad she 
attended a luncheon reception, met with many dignitar
ies and was able to address the friends in several com
munities near the city. 

GRENADA 
In Grenada RUQiyyih Khimum was received by the 

Governor General, Dame Hilda Bynoe, a charming lady 
who was originally a medical doctor by profession. It 
was quite obvious she intended to greet us only as she 
was very busy, but somehow the conversation turned to 
the Babit'i teachings On the life after death and the 
influence on people in this world exerted by those illu
mined souls who have passed on to the next world. These 
ideas so closely resembled her own that she kept us in 
conversation for over half an hour and Rul).iyyih 
Kh..imum said she would mail her a copy of Gleanings 
from the writings of Baha·u'llah. In the Island of St. 
Vincent. RUJ:riyyih Khanum was likewise received by the 
Governor, this time a white man, and met with the 
Baha'is on several occasions. Although there are no 
pioneers there they have a very strong and active Baha'i 
community, some of the friends traveling and teaching 
in neighbouring islands. 

BARBADOS 
Our next stop was the famous island of Barbados. The 

five days of RUI).iyyih Khanum's stay there was packed 
with activities. She met with the Governor General Sir 
Winston Scott who also happened to be a medical man 
and discussed the Faith and allied topics for over half 
an hour in a most cordial interview. The press and 
radio coverage was excellent. Prominent women lis· 
tened- to an informal talk given at a reception in her 
honor. A one-day deepening and teaching school was 
held at which all the Baha'is as well as their interested 
friends were present and RulJ.iyyih Khanum also ad
dressed a public meeting. A charming woman has a 
very interesting weekly program on the radio; she 
had been reading Prescription tOT Living and inter~ 
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viewed RuJ:liyyih Khanum on her radio program; she 
asked her if she would permit her to quote from her book 
on her regular program. RUJ:tiyyih Khanum readily 
agreed to this and we have since heard that she often 
does so. 

ST. LUCIA 
Because of a meeting with the National Assembly for 

the Caribbean area we passed through St. Lucia more 
than once. Although it is a small island Ruhiyyih 
Khanum was interviewed on the local television station 
and at a reception given in her honor the very thought~ 
lui group of guests lingered on long after night had 
fallen, absorbed by the Baha'i teachings on the subject 
of race, the oneness of mankind and the unique oppor
tunity the West Indies has to put these teachings Into 
practice. 

MARTINIQUE 
On the French island of Martinique there was a single 

Baha'i family, Guy MartaH, his wife and young chil
dren. It was in their hospitable home that we spent the 
two nights of our stay and it was a very rewarding 
experience. He is a native of that island who heard of 
and accepted the Faith thirteen years ago in Cayenne 
and has since taught his wife and children. He is utterly 
isolated. does not speak any English and rarely has the 
opportunity of associating with fellow believers. You 
can imagine his joy and excitement in meeting RUl;liyyib 
-Khanurn and having her all to himself for two days [ He 
has a very good Baha'i library and a note book fllied 
with his thoughts and questions. At every opportunity he 
would eagerly look at RUI).iyyih Khanum and ask ques
tions on every possible subject. lance watched him: he 
agreed that R ul).iyyih Khanum was too tired and needed 
a half hour to rest, but the moment she left the room he 
picked up his note book, added a few more questions and 
waited for her to come back into the room! 

DOMINICA 
One of the mOre beautiful islands in the entire world 

from a botanical standpoint is Dominica; spiritually, 
however, it is in great need of reinforcement. The is~ 
landers seemed to us an unusually gentle and courteous 
people and there is a colony of Carib Indians still living 
there; it is desperately in need of pioneers. We spent 
almost three days in Guadeloupe but in spite of every 
effort were not able to meet any of the local believers. 
People move about a great deal and lack of proper 
addresses wastes time and energy on the part of visitors 
to more than one country, we have f01ll1d. We were 
happy, however, to locate the young new pioneer from 
Haiti and give him at least some encouragement and 

Amatu'l-Bahii addressing over 300 gi.rls at Teacher', Trldning 
College, Tamale, Ghana. 
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H4nd of the Cause Ru~iYllih Koonu-m talk-ing with the king of 
tJa.e A"hantis the A&antehene Otomfuo Opoku. Ware II in his 
home in Kumari. Ghana. 

Presentation of traditional stool by the BaM'1s of Kumari, 
Gh~na, 10 Am::atu=-':.-l-::B::aM=.:-_______ _ 

instruction. Amatu'l-Baha has often said that if no other 
result is achieved by her visits than to see the pioneers 
and encourage them, she feels the great effort involved 
is still worthwhile. 

ANTIGUA, NEVIS, ST, MARTIN 
In the island of Antigua the local pioneers as well as 

the pioneer from the small island of Barbuda gave a 
reception in Amatu'l-Baha's honor where she met with 
the local Baha'is and their friends. She also addressed a 
Teachers' Training College where a keen and enthusias
tic group of students asked many questions. In the 
charming island of Nevis, where again there are no 
pioneers, we met with the believers three nights rtulning 
in the home of the dear Baha'i family who really consti· 
tute the pillars of the Faith there. In the island of St. 
Martin RUQiyyih Khimum was received by the Governor 
General Mr _ Van Delden and met with believers and 
friends on both the French and Dutch parts of this 
island_ 

ST,THOMAS 
St. Thomas, the seat of the National Spiritual Assem

bly was the last island we visited_ Over twenty Baha'is 
had come from Puerto Rico and a few from St. Croix to 
meet with Amatu·I-Baha, mostly enthusiastic young 
people. The three days we were able to stay in SI. 
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Thomas were all too short to pack in the many activities 
that had been planned. RuI:>iyyih Khanum was received 
by Governor Evans. At a large reception the National 
Assembly gave in her honor she addressed many of the 
elite of the island, who listened to her message of racial 
harmony, peace and oneness with absorbed interest 
obviously greatly impressed by the Baha'i teachings: 
She had a three-quarters of an hour television interview 
that went very deeply into the Faith_ She also attended a 
Baha', Youth gathering. 

YOUTH CONFERENCE, U.s,A, 
Amatu'l-Baha!s attendance at the Youth Conference 

in Evanston-which was the main reaSon for her trip to 
the Western hemisphere-has already been adequately 
and befittingly covered in the BAHA'i NEWS so I will not 
go into it here. My personal feeling wa~ that I had 
Witnessed the birth and emergence of a bond of love 
understanding. trust and deep appreciation betwe~ 
Amalu'l-Baha and the body of the Youth which was 
brought into being during the first five or ten minutes. 
This bond was then strengthened and deepened in the 
hearts of both sides during every succeeding session. 
This generation of Baha'i Youth, the majority of whom 
have entered _ the Cause in very rec~t years, probably 
f~r: the ,first tJme found themselves In the presence of a 
hvmg lmk to the four central figures of OUr Faith and 
particularly Shoghi Effendi. I felt as if through her 
radiant and lively personality they were able to feel the 
ever·present spirit of our beloved Guardian. Through 
her they saw him as a man who lived and labored to 
build up this glorious world-wide community of Baha'is 
-not as a legendary figure_ 

SOUTH EASTERN STATES SUMMER SCHOOL 
From mid..June to the first week in August when 

Amatu'l-Baha leit for South America. she travelled con· 
stantly_ This was a very busy and hectic period. The 
three days she was able to attend the South Eastern 
States, Summer School in Camp John Hope near Perry, 
GeorgIa, was a most wonderful experience, one of its 
highlights being when "Dizzy" Gillespy played spirit
uals on his magic trumpet for her_ The news of masses 
embracing the Cause in the southern states has a dual 
effect on RuI:>iyyih Khanum. It makes her very happy to 
see at last the wishes and hopes of both the Master and 
Shoghi Effendi being fulfilled but it also saddens her 
when she remembers that had the Baha'is responded to 
the call of our beloved Guardian some twenty-five years 
ago to concentrate on the South if the North was unre
sponsive, this entering in. troops might have taken place 
during Shoghi Effendi's lifetime and brought infinite joy 
to his heart_ 

VANCOUVER 
The Teaching Conference in Vancouver was a very 

wonderful occasion during which Amatu'l-Baha ad
dressed over 700 believers and was able to meet the 
National Spiritual Assembly. The Baha'is of Canada 
have a very special love for Amatu'I·Baha. She is their 
own! At one time she was the only Baha'i child in the 
entire country. her beloved mother being Ilthe spiritual 
mother of Canada". The great honor that the beloved 
Guardian bestowed upon the Western world by choosing 
One he referred to as his i4companion" and his iishield" 
from their midst, has a special meaning for Canada. On 
her way to Montreal Amatu'l-Baha stopped for three 
days to visit the Indian Institute at Fort Qu'Appelle 
Saskatchewan_ Owing to lack of time she was not ahle 
On this trip to fulfill her cherished desire of making 
special visits to the Indian and Eskimo people of 
North America so that this short stop was a consola
tion and joy to her heart. The warm reception she 
received from many Indian Baha'is and their friends 
the special entertainment given in her honor by the~ 



BAHA'i NEWS 

and the meetings she was able to have with the friends 
all touched her deeply. 

MONTREAL 
In Montreal Amatu'l-Baha stayed in her old home, the 

"Baha'i Shrine'" the Maxwell howe. It must have 
brought back to her many memories of her beloved 
parents anq the early years of her life. A large afternoon 
meeting, attended by believers from far and near, was 
followed by another large public meeting the same night 
and a few days later she addressed, in French, the 
animated and promising Baha'i community of Quebec 
city, had a television interview and returned to Mon
treal. She herself had offered, in spite of lack of time, to 
give this talk in Quebec as she said she remembered the 
long years of her youth and childhood when her mother 
had so longed to see the French Canadian people enter 
the Faith of Bahil'u'ililh and all doors had seemed to be 
closed in the faces of the Baha'is. 

SOUTH AMERlCA 
On August 5th, on her way to represent the Universal 

House of Justice at the Continental Conference in La 
Paz, Bolivia, she stopped for a few days in Lima, Peru 
and met with her old friends, those whom she had visited 
in 1967. The accounts of this wonderful South American 
Conference have been fully reported elsewhere. Suffice it 
to say that the tremendous pace of the past four months, 
augmented by the unavoidable pressure put upon her 
during this Conference, depleted Am~tu'1 Baha's 
strength to such an extent that she fell ill immediately 
after it ended. We hoped that a few days of rest in Brazil 
would help, but unfortunately it was already too late for 
just a rest and her condition worsened and developed 
into pneumonia. After a month in bed in Rio de Janeiro 
during which she steadily got worse and her doctor 
absolutely forbade her to go to Africa for at least two 
months Riihiyyih Khanum turned her face towards her 
dear compa'nion of so many years and flew to Florida to 
be treated by Dr. Alice Kidder and also consult with her 
sister Dr. Elizabeth Ober. 

GHANA, AFRICA 
When, on November 20th we arrived in Accra, Ghana, 

Amatu'I~Baha was still not well enough to resume her 
strenuous "Safari". Through the wise council of a 
Baha'i doctor we changed our original plan which was 
to motor up to the North and instead went to Abidjan on 
the Ivory Coast. We stayed three weeks in Abidjan in 
comparative quiet and Riilfiyyih Khanum was able to 
continue to recuperate. My husband had joined us in 
Accra and travelled with us for five weeks and Amatu'} 
BaM said this enabled her to rest as he went out to some 
of the villages where she was pot able to go. While in 
Accra Amatufl~Baha was received by the acting Prime 
Minister Mr. J. Kwesi Lapte (the Prime Minister being 
absent from the country), the Ministers of Education 
and Information in a cordial interview lasting over halt 
an hour. She alsO had a very good television interview. 

THE SPIRITUAL DESTINY OF AFRICA 
In a meeting in the Baha'i Center she spoke on the 

"Spiritual Destiny of Africa" a talk which is now one of 
her regular subjects for public meetings, Her theme, in 
brief is: "Today we stand at a cross roads in history, 
a dangerous point in the life of mankind. We have an 
extraordinary amount of advancement, but we are ful1 
of prejudices and animosity towards each other. When 
we look at Asia, ancient, wise, with her religions and 
philosophies, her uninterrupted memoried past going 
back to well over three thousand years, we see she lacks 
the vitality to provide the world with moral leadership, 
even though she is so deeply spiritual. We look at the 
white race, which has played such a dynamic role in 
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Ru.~iyyih K.Mnum with some Bahd'is of Pagaza village, North
ern Ghana. 

world history during the last few centuries, which is the 
creator of the present Western civilization, and we see 
that this very civilization, having over-stepped the 
bounds of all moderation, has become self~destroying, 
consumed by a pernicious materialism which threatens 
the foundations of affiuent society and is at present quite 
evidently incapable of providing spiritual and moral 
world leadership. What remains is Africa, ancient in 
herself but modern in her development, surging forward 
with all the vitality of youth, of nations newly born, of a 
vast continent awakening to itself. 

"The African is fundamentally an unprejudiced man 
and a spIritual man. The great challenge facing Afri· 
cans today is not so much how to procure the benefits of 
modern economy at home, but how to do this without 
introducing the irreligion, and the intense materialism 
of the West and its attendant evils and ills." 

In words such as these RU1)iyyih Khimum has been 
both encouraging and warning the African people in her 
lectures. She has been pointing out, particularly in her 
lectures in Universities and High Schools, that the youth 
are the future of the world in every country and that the 
degree to which they are moral and spiritual in their 
outlook and conduct will be the degree to which they 
can raise the level of social consciousness in their own 
country and in the world itself} the whole being depen
dent on the part for its quality. She often uses the 
example of gold, how twenty·four karats is pure gold, 
eighteen karats has six parts of alloy, nine karats much 
less pure gold, and so on. She stresses the value of 
individual effort and leadership pointing out that his
tory, in any field, is the story of individual eff{)rt affect
ing the whole and not written by various parties, clubs, 
societies, congregations and so on. It is always the 
vision and initiative of one man-whether in the field of 
art, science, literature, war or politics-that leads the 
way and therefore, in spite of the vast mass of human 
beings in th e world, each one of us must realize he can, 
through his beliefs and conduct, distinguish himself and 
influence society. The youth drink in this encourage
ment and brighten visibly under the warmth of the love 
and constructive ideas RU1;tiyyih Khimum pours out on 
them. She also widely repeats the words of Baha'u'llah 
in which He likened the colored people to the Hblack 
pupil of the eye", pointing out that vision is situated in 
the pupil alone and that for us Baha'is these words of the 
Manifestation of God have great importance. 

ABIDJAN 
The three weeks in Abidjan were a very happy and 

fruitful period. The dedication and devotion of the 
friends in this city is truly exemplary. Daily some of the 
Baha'is go out to both near and far tOVlnS and villages 
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on teaching trips. One of the dear Baha'is in this city 
has put his car at the disposal of one 01 the devoted 
pioneers and the combined efforts of all concerned is 
bringing marked results in paving the way for the estab-
lishment of many new communities prior to the election 
of the new area National Spiritual Assembly during 
Ri4.van 1971. The love and unity which exists in the 
Baha'i community of Abidjan is undoubtedly the mag· 
net which attracts the ever-present guidance and ass is· 
tance of Baha·u'llah. Amatutl-Baha constantly reminds 
the friends that unity is the inexhaustible source of the 
confirmations and blessings of Baha'u'llilh. The friends 
meet in Abidjan twice a week to teach the Faith and 
deepen their own knowledge of it; often these meetings 
continue far into the night. 

For the first time during this trip in Africa Rul>iyyih 
Khanum was invited by a new believer, a young school 
teacher to go to an entirely pagan village (in other 
words, followers of the old religion of Africa) and tell hi. 
father, the chief. and his relatives and other villagers 
about the teachings of Baha'u'llah so they would under
stand what he had accepted in becoming a Baha'i. In 
the Ivory Coast these people are cal1ed animists. 
Amatu'l-Baha's approach to these people was simple 
and logical. She said: "There is one God; the God that 
you worship and call the Creator is the same as the God 
all men worship. This God has never abandoned men, 
His· children, and always guided them through His Di
vine messengers. Your religion also came from God, but 
as it is so very old its source is lost in the mists of time. 
There were no written records to pass it down. H Then 
she very Simply introduced the teachings of Baha'u'llah 
and His life. The old chief, who was the lather of our new 
young Baha'i, thanked Rul>iyyih Khanum very pOlitely 
for coming and sharing her ideas with them and then 
said: uWe have heard you and we like what you said; we 
will think about it and later give our answer." After· 
wards Rw,iyyih Khilnum told us she was at first very 
puzzled by this reply, then she realized why he said it. 
Many years of constant pressure from different sects of 
Christianity have made these people very suspicious 
and they thought we had come, like the others, to thrust 
our belief upon them. 'This made her very indignant and 
she said, very firmly: "My friends, I do not want any 
answer from you ever. I am going away and never 
coming back. I have brought you this wonderful news, 
because it is true and because of my love for you, 
whether you accept it or not is not my concern at all." 
She said: "If you go to man's house and he puts food in 
front of you, you will eat if you are hungry, but he 
cannot force you to eat if you are not! PP I could see the 
relief in their eyes as she said this. More Africans still 
follow the traditional religion of Africa than we realize. 
They believe that Almighty God is unapproachable by 
man and needs an intermediary being to reveal to him 
the Will of God. Of course a lot of superstitution is added 
to Ihis fundamental truth and it would do the Baha'is a 
great deal of good to learn the lolerant approach of 
Rul>iyyili Khimum so that they can bring into the Faith 
these wonderful masses of Africa who have not yet 
accepted the narrOwness and bigotry of the other re· 
ligions. 

(To be continued in fulure issues) 

Vietnam 

A new minority group called Stieng in BinhLong 
Province is now joining the Faith by hundreds. A more 
complete report will be sent later. (From National Spir
itual Assembly of Vietnam) 

~- .. ,- ...... , 
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Counsellor. Dr. Masin Farnangi and Mrs. FaThan"i inspecting 
.rome pubhcations at the new Publishing Trust of Pakistan. 

Pakistan Publishing Trust Incorporated 
An important goal of the Nine-Year plan was 

achieved with the incorporation of the Baha'i Publish
ing Trust of Pakistan. Word was received of this aC6 
complishment at the Baha'i Center in the United States 
in a letter written on April 1, 1971. 

Urdu and Bengali translations of Bahci'u'Utih and the 
New Era have been published and soon they will bring 
out a facsimile of the Pyramid edition of the same book. 
Various pamphlets and booklets have been published in 
Urdu and Sindhi, regional languages of the sub-conti
nent. An ambitious program is underway in the publish. 
ing field. 

It is expected that Pakistan will fulfill all its goals of 
the Nine-Year plan. 

MesSTS. JehangiT S. Mali, and Mr. A. C. JDshi, T1"U.rtees of the 
Pakistan Publishing T1'USt and Mr. Sohrab Shishbaracfaran, 
Managing Trustee. 



Gilbe-rt and Ellice Islands: BaM'(s attending Teaching lna:tUute, 
Dec. 24-28, 1910. In back TOW, middle, Auxiliary BoaTel membe-r, 
Rodney Hancock or Papua and New Guinea. and back TOW, ex
treme right, Auxi my BOQ,1'd member MOoSese Hokofonu 01 
Tonga.. 

Gilbert and Ellice Islands Teaching Institute 
The National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the 

Gilbert and Ellice Islands sponsored a teaching insti
tute on December 24 through 28, 1970 at Bikenibeu. 
Rarawa. This Institute was the third of its kind held in 
the Gilbert and Ellice Islands but the second held in the 
new Teaching Institute building completed in April 
1970. The Institute was conducted by Auxiliary Board 
Members Mr. Rodney Hancock of Papua and New 
Guinea and Mr. Mosese Hokofonu of Tonga. 

There were twenty to twenty-five who attended the 
four-day Institute followed by a seven-day deepening 
program for nine prospective traveling teachers, who 
were able to go within a week to three different islands 
in groups of two or three. In one instance the ship was 

diverted from its schedule in order to drop three Baha'i 
teachers on an unscheduled island! 

Mosese Hokofonu was able to visit one outer island for 
one month before the Teaching Institute and Rodney 
Hancock was able, due to the newly established inter· 
island air service, to visit two islands for one week each. 
This is the second time in the history of the Faith in the 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands that a visitor has been able to 
visit an outer island. 

Everyone who attended the Institute agreed that it 
was very successful and it is hoped many more may be 
arranged in order to fulfil! the goals 01 the Nine-Year 
plan and awaken the island people to universal partici
pation. 

New York Times Tells of Mass Conversion in South 
The New York Times of Feb. 28, 1971 featured a story 

on progress in the Faith in the rural South, which totaled 
sixteen column inches. Datelined from Charlotte. N.C .. 
the article cited Uthe enrollment of nearly 9.000 con~ 
verts, most of them rural blacks . . . especially the 
young, many of them poverty stricken ... poorly edu
cated. These people, say the Baha'is are more Ispiritual' 
and less 'materialistic' than middle-class whites and 

respond quickly with untutored wisdom to a message 
that God has sent His people a new prophet. In addition, 
numbers of young whites are jOining the Faith, at~ 
tracted chiefly by Baha'i emphasis on peace and elimi .. 
nation of racial prejudice. Baha'is . .. say their conver· 
siens are . . . the product of an uneasy, searching 
people, of a culture looking for new hope." 
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Panama Temple Construction - April, 1971 

Steel retntoJ'ctng for dome. 

First 40'-9·ton rib being tifted to be put in place tOT imtaHa
tion on dome. 

Close-up 01 rib brin(1 put in place. 

Rib bein(l lifted into p~ce. 

Rib now in place. 

JUNE 1971 
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·Friends gathered at Temple rite for prayers-observin" pass
ing of Hand of the Cause Agnes Alexander. 

At the bottom of tne Temple rite. and in the distance. is the 
Lions Club Camp of Panama. Various or(lanizatiom sponsor 
groups of under-privileged children for week-long camping 
trips during the summe-r months_ One day Temple engineer, 
Paul Thiele, S(l.W a group of moving heads ;ust visible in the 
deep gTrlSS. As they app1'oacn.ed he could see it wa.s- small ooys. 
.rome waving white h.andkerchiefs tied to 3ticks~ assurin9' 
him thev came in peace. They excitedly explainea they had 
been watchi.ng the enormous building undeT construction 
a-nd decided to find out what it was, Paul had II fiTeside with 
the lIoungsten and gave them some pampMets. AU were im
pnued with. what they had learned, prombed they would 
return. and happUy started back down the mounta.in side. 

View ;from approaching Toad. 

Mass Teaching 
is the only way 

to tell the people 
in time 
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ALASKA: Proclamation has begun in the Yukon. For· 
midable weather of 30 degrees below zero hampered but 
failed to stop a valiant teaching team who went into this 
area and doubled the numbers of the believers in the 
Yukon Basin. The team was faced with uncertain travel 
arrangements, lack of water, drafty coJd floors on which 
to sleep and all of the problems of a primitiv~ life, cou. 
pled with bone chilling cold. They were rewarded with 
the knowledge that they had taken the Message of 
Bahil 'u'Uah to over 200 persons. 

Other regions are reporting with thirteen declarations 
in MetlakUa. In Wrangell there have been sixteen decla· 
rations and in Prince Rupert, British Columbia, Canada. 
nineteen declarations. 
BRITISH ISLES: In Manchester on the television pro
gram "Seven Days", four Baha'is were able to bring 
Baha'i principles into the discusion for at least half of 
the audience speaking time. Between four and six mil
lion peopJe listen to this program and will have heard 
of the Faith through the medium of television on this 
occasion. 
COLOMBIA: A believer in Colombia wrote, "Here in 
BarranquiJIa we have been experiencing something that 
a few months ago would have seemed practically impos~ 
sible. There are almost 1,000 Baha'is here now! In the 
area, including Santa Marta and the other areas nearby 
there are more than I,OOO! This amazing growth is so 
exciting and we are all so stimulated by it-The Divine 
Power pouring out over all the earth is creating an 
atmosphere of acceptance and comprehension on the 
part of the people everywhere, it seems. Today. 118 be
came Baha'is in an area of three Or four blocksl Next 
Ridvan five new Assemblies will be formed in this area 
and a large group is going out into the Guajira at that 
time to help with the formation of 120 Assemblies on the 
Colombian side of the Guajira. Last year there were 
fifty.seven. In the Southwestern area of Colombia, there 
are 2,700 in Turnaco, a fishing and cannery town on the 
Pacific! Most of these entered the Faith during fifteen 
days in December . 

.. . . . when the children in a poor area, after one meet
ing, can answer questions such as: "Who is Baha'u'llah?l 
- Answer: 'The Glory of God'; and 'What does He teach 
us?' Answer: 'Unity, justice, love and peace' and continue 
learning while teaching-when the children hear the 
Message and take our hands and say, 'Come teach my 
father and/or my mother', and several weeks later can 
answer all the questions and ask for another class. it 
seems to me they are really Baha'is. 

"We take slides and projections and amplifiers out into 
the different areas of the city and use a wal1 or any fiat, 
clear area for a screen. The people gather and, on one 
occasion we had around 200 watching the sUdes. After
wards, a talk was given and many came forward to sign 
cards ... all of the people receive the correspondence 
course .... Some cannot read but we find that in every 
house there is at least one who can read, usually a child 
or young person. We have deepening meetings at the 
center every week. 

('This experience of seeing hundreds enter in a couple 
of hours is something which has to be seen to be believed! 
It is the most marvelous experience there is, bar none." 

(Extracts from a letter to Amatu'l-Baha RUi).iyyih 
Khanum by an individual believer in Colombia). 
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INDIA: In Rajasthan the friends from Jaipur report that 
their goal of opening 500 new localities has been success· 
fully completed. They are now concentrating their ener
gies in deepening the friends in the Faith they have 
embraced. 

In Gujarat one teacher successfully opened over one 
hundred new localities. The Regional Teaching Commit
tee is hopeful that it will complete the goal of opening 
500 new localities by Ric;lvan. 

Bangalore reports that during the month of January 
about 500 new believers have come into the Faith. 
SWAZILAND: Mass teaching has started in at least two 
areas of Swaziland. One in the south at Mantombi where 
some 150 people have declared their belief in Bahil'u'llith 
as the Great Messenger of God for this day and have 
promised to spread the Message ... The other is central 
between the Black and White Umbuluzi Rivers with ap
proximately fifty new believers. In these areas the new 
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~aha 'is are ~lready teaching others and people are com~ 
m~ and askmg the new believers to tell them of the 
FaIth! At a meeting held in the Kraal of a chief for the 
purpose of se.ttling an argument among some of his peo
ple, he mentIOned afterwards his amazement to see so 
many of his people ... Baha'is. He feels the Faith will 
be of great value to his people in that it will unite them." 
EL SALVADOR: From 50 to 100 new believers are accept
mg the Cause m EI Salvador weekly. The friends report 
that they feel the sense of urgency that drives them to 
tell everyone about the Blessed Perfection as quickly as 
possible. 
SOLOMON ISLANDS: Counsellor Suhayl 'Ala'i recently 
vIsl.tmg In the Solort;lon Islands reported, "On the day we 
arrIved here (MalaIta) ... we left on a 25 foot boat for 
the southern pa~t of Malait.:;t for the formerly pagan vil. 
lage of Lau Las! and the VIllage of Hau Hui Which are 
seventy-five percent Baha'i. 

Ma:r:lY other religions have tried to convert these peo
ple WIthout success. The Catholics in the islands told the 
Baha'is to go ahead and try and now seem concerned. to 
see the remarkable change in the islanders who have 
gained hope and happiness. ' 

(From BAHA'f INTERNATIONAL NEWS SERVICE Haifa 
Israel) , I 

Members of the ~aha'i community of Bhak
tapu.r, Nepal. The first nine members of this 
community aU jotned on the 1i.rst day of 
Ri¢v4n, 1970. Pioneer Keith De li'olo on left. 
Photo was taken when visited b1l the Feath
erstones. Madge is at right and Geoffrey in 
rear, behind her. • 
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fa fke Cal'ittean Confel'ence 

May 1971 

To the Friends of God gathered in the 
Caribbean Conference 

Warmest greetings! 
How propitious that on its mountaintop between the 

two greatest oceans and the two American continents 
the Mother Temple of Latin America is rising now in 
Panama, a land blessed by 'Abdu'l-Baha's prophecy that 
"in the future it will gain great importance. t. How splen
did that the vision projected in the Divine Plan for the 

Americas has sprung into such vibrant life in this Carib
bean basin, in country after cOWltry upon its verdant 
shores, in island after island across its expanse, all 
named by the Master in His Tablets. What shall we not 
witness ere long in these places so charged with destiny 
through the Master's utterancesl 

The Nine Year Plan, the current stage in the unfold
ment of the Divine Plan of 'Abdu'l-Baha, is approaching 
its triumphant end. This Conference is an occasion to 
sum up what has been won, to determine to achieve the 
remaining goa]s for expansion in these blessed lands, 

At the Teception gi.ven oy the Nationa.l Spiritual Assembly of Jamaica for governmental officials 01 Jamaica and 
Kingston. Left to right: GlenfOTd E. Mitchetl, SecTeta~ of the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States; 
Mrs. Carmen de Bu.rafat~ Counsell.or for Central America; Hand of the Cause of God Mr. Zikru'Ucih,1Qtadem; Hb 
ExceUenC1/ SiT Clitf01'd t..:-ampbeU1 GovemOT General of Jamaica; a delegatel unidentified. . 
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and to consoHdate the old and new communities of the 
Most Great Name. Indeed t the winning of our grand 
Baha 'f objectives began just yesterday when, in the early 
years of the Formative Age, a few traveHers crossed the 
Caribbean. Yet it was not untiJ the successive Plans of 
the beloved Guardian? culminating in the Ten Year Cru
sade, when 27 Knights of Bahil'u'lh.h settled throughout 
this vast area, that the Cause took firm root. By 1963 
the cotmtries and islands of the Caribbean claimed less 
than 400 localities and only 147 local spiritual assemblies, 
Now Baha'is are to be found in over 2500 localities, 
more than 500 local assemblies and 16 national spir
itual assemblies have been formed, and there have been 
hundreds of concrete achievements which have brought 
about OUf recognition as an independent Faith. 

The Americas have been a melting pot and a meeting 
place for the races of men, and the need is acute for the 
fulfillment of God's promises of the realization of the 
oneness of mankind. Particularly do the Master and the 
Guardian pOint to the Afro·Americans and the Amer· 
indians, two great ethnic groups whose spiritual powers 
will be released through their response to the Creative 
Word. But our Teachings must touch all, must include 
all peoples. And. in this hour of your tireless activity. 
what special rewards shaH come to those who will arise, 
summoned by ·Abdu'I~Baha's Words: "Now is the time 
to divest yourselves of the garment of attachment to 
this phenomenal realm, be wholly severed from the 
physical world, become angels of heaven, and travel 
and teach through all these regions." 

The time is short, the ne~s many. No effort can be 
foregone, no opportunity wasted. Praised be God that 
you have gathered in this Conference to consult upon the 
vital requirements of this highly significant moment. 
Our prayers ascend at the Holy Threshold that every 
session of this historic meeting wil1 attract Divine Bless
ings, and that each soul, armed with the love of God and 
imbued with His purpose for a struggling mankind, will 
arise to activate, beyond all present hope, the vast spir
itual potentialities of the Americas. 

To each of you we send our deepest love. 

-11IE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

Hand of the Cause Mr. John Bobam (left) and Dr. Dq.niel. C. 
Jordan (centll!'T), Vice~Cha.inna.n of the Natlo-nal SDtritual. As.rcm.
bIll 01 the United State!, disC'IU.f the I'trith with Nta Excellency 
Si.r Clifford Camp ben, liovernor General of lo.maica before the 
opening Of the conference. 
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Below,lett to righ~: Counsellors Allred Osborne, Artemus Lamb 
and CaTmen de Bura/ato of CentTa America· Hand Of the Cause 
ZikTU'Udh Khtidem; Counsel!.or Lloyd Gardi~et' Of NOTth Amer
ica: and Counsellors for South America., Hooper Dunbar and 
Donald Witzel. 

cjW.t;L'-UMI: 
. CARIBBEAN 

Mr. Eli Matalon, MaYOT ot Kingston, (center) receiving from 
Glenford F:. MitcheH, Secretary 01 the NatiDnaf Spiritual Assem
bly of th.e United States (Tight), a scroll ot greeting from the 
MaJlOT ot Miami Florida wh.i1.e Hands of the Cauae Mr. Zik
TU'Uah ~adem lleft) and Mr. John RobaTts and others look on. 

.~ 

" 
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Outstanding Achievements, Goals 
From early reports from national conventiofi5. we 

can see that two years ahead of the time set for comple
tion of the Nine Year Plan, great progress has been 
made and many goals are exceeded. A glance at the 
incomplete score below confirms this. The information 
upon which this chart is based, was gained from the 
Baha'i International News Service, No. 38, from Haifa, 
Israel, except information about the U.S.A, Other Na
tional Assemblies not listed may have much to rejoice 
about. but the information was not given so that it could 
be listed in this manner. 

SPECIAL NOTICE 

Bolivia enrolled more than 11,400 this year. 

Gbana more than doubled the Assemblies and the loca
tions where Baha'is reside this last year, now making 
29 Assemblies and 107 localities. 

Guatemala doubled the number of believers in their coun. 
try over last year, doubled the number of Assemblies 
and locations where Baha'is live. 

Partial Score 

Nine Year Plan 

Assemblies 
Localities 

Assemblies 
Localities 

Assemblies 
Localities 

Assemblies 

Assemblies 
Localities 

Assemblies 

Assemblies 

Goals 

Argentina 
18 
50 

Belize 
8 

25 

Chad 
50 

250 

Chile 
25 

Costa Rica 
45 

100 

Ecuador 
125 

Jamaica 
18 

Achieved 

21 
100 

21 
34 

96 
300 

42 

50 
115 

131 

23 

Nine Year Plan Goals Achieved 

Rhodesia 
Assemblies 50 95 
Localities 125 175 

Sweden 
Assem blies 8 9 

Trinidad and Tobago 
Assemblies 12 21 
Localities 60 77 

Assemblies 

Assemblies 
LocaHties 

Assemblies 
Localities 

Uganda 
1,500 

U.S.A. 
600 

3,000 

Vietnam 
400 
900 

Venezuela 
Assemblies 49 

(Achieved goal in 1910) 

1,541 

839 
4,000 

601 
1,495 

111 

First National Spiritual Assembly of Sudan 
MembeTS of the newly elected National S)?iritual Assembly of ,the BaM.'is of Sud!ln. Seated, left to right: ~T. Mer
ghani Osman. Mr. Shawkey Hassan Marrel.. Mrs. NawaI MaTr~l, Mr. Ha.'!lsan El-Satd, Mr. Mosa Osman. Standmg; Mr. 
Rashid Ali Hassib, Mr. Satd El-Said, Mr. Said Ahmed SnaJabl, Mr. Mohamed Hassan. 
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Taiwan - Fifth 
The Fifth Annual Convention of the Baha'is of Taiwan 

was successfuUy held on May 1-2 at the national 
l.la+iratu'l-Quds of Taipei. 

This first post-incorporated National Convention was 
attended and assisted by Mr. McHenry III, Continental 
Board of Counsel1ors member for the North East Asia, 
from Korea and also by Mrs. R. Suleimani, Auxiliary 
Board member from Tainan. 

Present at the morning session of the second day of 
the convention was Mr. Lee Ruilin? representative of the 
Taipei special MlUlicipality, who, being requested by 
the Chairman of the Convention, addressed the gather
ing. Mr. Ruilin first expressed his happiness at being 
able to attend the first National Baha'i Convention after 
its incorporation. He said that the Baha'i Faith was first 
introduced in China about fifty years ago. "The princi~ 
pIes and teachings of the Baha'i Faith are agreeable to 
Chinese people," he said, "so the Government granted 
incorporation. By-laws of its social organization are 
like the constitution of a nation. The Baha'i by-laws are 
the only complete ones among those incorporated by the 
GovernmenL a He added that he was in charge of incor
poration of religions. 'IEIections in the Baha'i Faith?> he 
said "are conducted in the best democratic manner 
which none of the other religions have. The Baha'i Faith 
is the seventh incorporated religion in Taiwan. On behalf 
of the Government, he hopes" he added, "that the Baha'i 
Faith may rapidly spread throughout the country .... " 

JULY 1911 

Convention 

New National Spiritual Assembly members of Taiwan. Left to 
Tight: Mr. Tsao Kai-minv. Lt. Col. Russel Weedhr.n, M'J's. Mehri 
Mofin, Mr. Kuo LQng-hU'l., S. A. Suleimanii-.Mr. Victor Tom, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Yen. Mr, Lin Yi-mou. MT. Kit :r im-kiang. 

First Notional Spirituol Assembly of the Boho" {s of T rinidod ond T obogo 
National AS3'embty members, standing, left to right: Mr. Joel Caver~!I, Treasurer; Misg Shamsi Sedaghat, Chainnan; 
Mrs. Nikou Amar.singh (Raoofian). Recording SeCTea~JJ; Mr. Leopold F1'asert Secretary. Sitting, teft to right: Mr. 
Ramdass Ramkissoon; Mrs. G!oTcen Richards; MT. Lacijord Rock, Vice Cha1rman; Mrs. Alma LVons; Dr, Lavern 
Johnson. 

• 
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Spirituall" Confjuer --4la"ta - :Jir"i Ballii rCounir" 
:Jheme --4la"ta Convention 

Cable from Alaska CODventioo to The Universal House of 
Justice: 

GRATEFUL PRESENCE CONVENTION COUNSELLOR 
MAYBERRY AUXILIARY BOARD MEMBERS BROWN 
CALDWELL ANDERSON THEME CONVENTION SPIRITU
ALLY CONQUER ALASKA FIRST BAHA'I' COUNTRY ALAS
KA FELT UNFOLDING LIFE CAUSE GOD EXPERIENCING 
THRILLING DEVELOPMENTS PROCLAMATION LAUNCH
ED FIVE NEW ASSEMBLIES EXTENSIVE PROGRAM COM
ING YEAR DEEPENING ADMINISTRATION YOUTH IN
STITUTES FIFTY DEDICATED BELIEVERS ARISING TO
TALLY COMMITTED FULFILL CONVENTION THEME, 
$2000 RAISED INTERNATIONAL FUND $4000 SUPPORT 
THEME ATTENDANCE 17533 DELEGATES 39 LOCALITIES 

15th Alaska. Conveation 

DEEPLY MOVED BOLD SPIRIT ALASKA CONVENTION 
MOST HAPPY PORTENT GREAT PROGRESS TWO YEARS 
REMAINING PLAN APPLAUD DYNAMIC PROGRAM FOR
MULATED GENEROSITY FRIENDS SUPPORT ALL OB
JECTIVES ASSURE LOVING PRAYERS YOUR ABUNDANT 
CONFIRMATION BLESSED BEAUTY 

- Universal House of Justice 

The Alaska fifteenth Convention was described as 
glorious, evidencing an unusual unity and zeal. As de
scribed. by Mrs. Florence Mayberry. Counsellor, ult was 
featured by the flame of a spirit which impelled dele
gates, the National Assembly and all who witnessed the 
Convention to reach for new heights of dedication in 
order to peer at 'those enthralling vistas at present 
beyond the horizon' referred to in the Supreme Body's 
Riq.van Message." 

The Ri<;lvan message Was read through and discussed 
at the beginning of the Convention. Later it was voted to 
read the Message again, each paragraph by a different 
delegate, and immediately after it was read? discussed 
in depth. The message sparked the entire Convention. 

When AuxiJiary Board member Jenabe Caldwell re· 
sponded to the Convention's request that he address 
them regarding Alaska's potentialities, he became a 
firebrand which set ablaze the torch of dedication. He 
called on every believer to take part in causing Alaska 
Uto become the first aU-Baha'i nation in the world." 
First he outlined the speedy accomplishment of the few 
remaining goals of the Nine Year Plan along with those 
newly assigned by the Universal House of Justice, then 
the campaign to conquer Alaska spiritually, 

He presented it as the Army of Light on the march, 
outlining a battJe plan with scouts, supply depots, train
ing fields, signifying early pioneers, institutes for con
solidation, etc. He indicated ways those who must stay 
at home can serve such as deepening and prayer. de
putization, baby-sitting. 

The National Spiritual Assembly at Convention 
shared its ideas, problems, joys and hopes with the body 
of the believers, and the beUevers reponded with love 
and stalwart backing, making a wondrous unit. 

On the last day of the Convention fifty persons arose to 
dedicate their time, money and prayers to the objective 
of spiritually conquering Alaska. Their aim was t-o do 
this within the time of the Nine Year Plan. 

Delegates were from the following backgrounds: 
Tlingit Indian, Eskimo, Japanese-Tlingit, Chinese, 
Negro, Caucasian, Christian and Jewish. In addition to 
Counsellor Mayberry and Auxiliary Board member 
Caldwell, two additional Board members, Howard 
Brown and Ted Anderson of the Yukon Territory con
tributed to the excellence of this convention. 

Immediately after the Convention, the Alaska Nation
al Spiritual Assembly met and planned a campaign of 
action in detail with map, names and time schedule; 
met with committees; communicated these detailed 
plans to each believer of Alaska. 

Areas to receive proclamation activity within the next 
few months are the highway system and villages in the 
neighborhood of Unalaska on the Aleutian Chain. Teams 
of Baha'is will travel from village to village putting on a 
program, demonstrating the Oneness of mankind and 
the love and unity that can exist through Baha'u'Uah. 

Areas seJected Jor immediate "conquering" will have 
sent to them ten or fifteen believers (each one represent
ing a regiment) who will move into base camp and will 
live there as long as necessary for victory. An institute 
win be established in the immediate vicinity and this 
will serve as a Htraining camptt for new recruits. As the 
Army grows it will spread out to the other villages in the 
area constantly sending back new recruits to the train· 
ing camp. At this stage of the ca.mpaign, victory will be 
considered accomplished when sufficient believers have 
enroJled to ensure the formation of an Assembly. 

Yukon Basin will be a target area for this summer, a 
project which is practically impossible in winter as 
subzero weather makes living in tents out of the ques
tion and darkness makes flying exceedingly hazardous. 

Following victory, a security force of one or two 
believers will be left behind to continue the deepening 
process, remaining as long as needed so victory will be 
maintained. 

Canary Islands 

WinteT school held in the CanaT1l Islands, 1911. Local Spirituut Assembly of Santa Cruz de Tenerife. Cafl41"11 
Islands. 
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:Jraf}I'ance 0/ gratitude - :Jkeme Convention USA. 
By Evelyn Hardin 

Cables to and from The Universal House of Justice 

REJOICE MAGNIFICENT VICTORIES ACHIEVED VI· 
BRANT AMERICAN COMMUNITY PARTICULARLY IM
PRESS~ BREAKTHROUGH AREAS RURAL SOUTH 
SIGNIFICANT GOAL WON OFFSHORE COMMUNITIES 
WARMLY APPRECIATE GENEROUS ASSISTANCE 
DAUGHTER ASSEMBLY CARIBBEAN LOVING PRAY
ERS BEHALF DELEGATES FRIENDS ASSEMBLED 
CONVENTION 

- Universal House of Justice 
April 30, 1971 

ALL ASSEMBLED VICTORIOUS SIXTY SECOND AN
NUAL CONVENTION INCLUDING COUNSELLOR TRUE 
AUXILIARY BOARD MEMBERS EXTREMELY GRATE
FUL WEIGHTY rNSPIRING LOVING MESSAGE AUGUST 
INSTITUTION VOW REDOUBLED EFFORTS NEW 
HOME FRONT VICTORIES. OFFER NEW AID INTER
NATIONAL GOALS NINE YEAR PLAN BRrNG WAITING 
MULTITUDES INTO HIS FOLD BEG CONTINUED 
PRAYERS HOLIEST SHRINES 

- Delegates United States Convention 
May I, 1971 

WARMLY WELCOME PLEDGE DELEGATES REDOUBLE 
EFFORTS HOMEFRONT ADDITIONAL AID INTERNA
TIONAL GOALS FERVENTLY SUPPLlCATrNG BLESSED 
BEAUTY SHOWER BLESSINGS CONFIRMATIONS LA
BORS MUCH LOVED AMERICAN COMMUNITY 

- Universal House of Justice 
May 5, 1971 

A spirit of boundless joyousness pervaded Foundation 
Hall in the Wilmette House of Worship as the 62nd 
Annual National Convention began on Thursday eve
ning, April 29. AU the delegates were eager to tell of 
triumphs achieved after hard work in winning new as
semblies. The news had raced Jike wild·fire even before 
the Convention that instead of stopping at the goal of 600 
assemblies for the Nine Year Plan with two more years 
to go the Baha'is of the United States had actually 
overshot the goal possibly as much as 200! Old-timers 

CounselloT Miss Edna True and AuxHiaTt/ Boa'1'd member, MTS. 
KatheTi-ne M cLaughJin. 

Dr. FiTUZ Kazemzadeh, elected Chairma-n of Ute Co-nvention and 
National Chairman. 

inwardly recalled the last-minute scrambles which had 
occurred in earlier campaigns. This spirit of joyousness 
and gratitude pervaded the sessions to the end of the 
Convention on Sunday afternoon. 

This was the first Convention at which attendance had 
to be limited for lack of space. The result was that the 
conversation din characteristic of earlier conventions 
was considerably subdued. which produced a more Com
fortable atmosphere in which to conduct the business 
of the Convention. 

On Thursday evening occurred the usual preliminar
ies ~ the roll call of delegates, the election of permanent 
Chairman and Secretary who were respectively, Dr, 
Firuz Kazemzadeh and Mr. Glenford Mitchell. The pro
posed agenda was approved, The RiQ.van Message sent 
by The Universal House of Justice was beautifully read 
by Mrs. Anita loas Chapman. 

Miss Edna True of the Continental Board of Coun
sellors who was introduced set the keynote and first 
mentioned "the fragrance of gratitude." Noting the vic
tories, she stated we must now go on to great things, and 

Mr, Glenford E. Mitchell, etected Secretary of the Convention 
and National Secretary. 
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said that we would be empowered to do this if we are 
united. She closed with a quotation from 'Abdu'l-Baha: 
"If ye be truly united ... your power will penetrate the 
realities of all things." 

Annual Report 
Friday morning session was the time for the annual 

report by the National Secretary. Mr. Glenford. Mitch
ell. The full text of this report was printed in the June 
issue of NATIONAL BAHA'i REVIEW. He announced that we 
had doubled our membership and the number of Assem
blies. These were compared with last year: 

Last Year This Year 
gained or restored 
lost 

87 
10 

gained Or restored 346 
lost 24 

The most spectacular gain, it was noted, is in the 
South. It appeared that Sduth Carolina went from eight 
assemblies to more than 100. 

230 College Baha'i Clubs and twenty-two High School 
Baha'i Clubs are nvw in existence. 

A tape recorded by Hand of the Cause William Sears 
made for those planning to be aboard the chartered ship 
en route to the Jamaica Conference was played as his 
greeting to the Convention. It was an enthralling tape 
ending with these words: "This is the day! These are the 
hours~ We are the people!'J 

Baha'{ Publications 
A standing ovation was given to Mrs. Eunice Braun 

who is resigning (not retiring) from her nineteen years 
of service in charge df the Baha'i Publishing Trust of the 
United States. Chairman Kazernzadeh, in introducing 
Mrs. Braun said that she had built her own tribute to her 
business acumen and service to the Faith by managing 
to provide funds from publishing to purchase the build
ing which now houses Baha'i Publications. He noted 
the exquisite taste, the inexpensiveness of our printed 
matter, due to her services, which are appreciated here 
and around the world. Mrs. Braun stated that she had 
tried to make Baha'i literature as attractive as possible, 
as inexpensi ve as possible and published as quickly as 
possible. She noted that literature sales now come in 
the neighborhood of a half-million a year, and praised 
the cooperation of Russell Busey who will succeed her. 
The reSignation will not take effect immediately. 

The Fund 
Friday afternoon was given over to a discussion of the 

Fund, Jed by Dr. Dwight Allen. This was one area where 
joy was dampened in the realization of our failure to 

Mrs. Eunice Braun, Manage-r of the Baha'i Publish-ing T-rwt. 

fuUy meet our committment to the International Fund. 
It ~ad already been resolved next year to give The 
U:nlversal House of Justice priority over other expen
dItures: So preoccupied were the delegates with the Fund 
that thIS topic kept coming up in later discussions. 

Dr. Allen was equipped with figures, charts and a 
sheaf of literature. He said the per capita contribution 
last year was $72, and that some time during the year 506 
assemblies contributed. The two million dollar budget 
last year was, in fact for a thirteen month year. 

Dr. Daniel Jordan spoke on the spiritual foundation of 
giving and quoted lAbdu'l-Baha: "We take on the attri~ 
butes of the thing to which we make sacrifices." He 
stated that giving to· the Fund will sustain spiritual 
growth. He said that treasurers have not understood 
the impor~ance of feed~back, and people need to know 
where then money goes. 

The possibility of a period of austerity was suggested 
such as that initiated by the Guardian when summer 
schools were suspended and only the B.;m-A,'i NEWS con
tinued. Coming up, however, are unavoidable expenses. 
Due to increase of members we need our own computer, 
which will be operational in the fall, installation of which 
is a one-time large expense. A Wat.":i line is being installed 
which will give unlimited outgoing long distance phone 
calls, at a SUm not much greater than that already being 
spent on calls. Regional offices for various services will 
gradually be established. 

Motion was made that the budget be increased to 
$2.500,000 but this was voted down and instead the bud
get proposed by the National Spiritual Assembly of 
$2,250,000 was approved by the Convention.. It was noted 
that nothing would prohibit over-subscribing the budget. 

Newly eleefed members of the Nationat Spiritual Assembly of the United States. Left to nah.t, M,.. GlenfOTd E. 
MitcheH, Secretary; Dr. Sarah M. PeTeira; Dr. DOToth1l W. Nelson., Treasurer; Dr. Dwight Arlen; Miss Magdalene 
Carney; Miss CharloUe Linfoot, Assistant SecretaTY; Dr. Daniel C. Jordan, Vice~Ch.a;'rmcm.; Mr. Franklin Kahn; Dr. 
Firuz Kazemzadeh, Chairman. . 



RegistTation desk. 

Teacbing 

Throughout the convention interest was high in the 
know·how of mass teaching. Auxiliary Board member 
Paul Pettit compared the old way, when you first make 
a friend then tell him of the Faith, to today when you 
tell him before he gets to know you. Dr. Jordan com· 
mented that with the old way it was thought necessary 
to fan alive a spark of interest but with today's teaching 
you expect the spark to be there. One delegate explained: 
HTell who Bahit'u'Uah was, why He came, what the Faith 
is designed to do." 

Another delegate reminded the Convention that vic
tories in the South were watered by the tears of frustra
tions and heartbreak of earlier believers, some of whom 
were present, others in the Abha kingdom. 

Eleanor Lombard said that we must approach new 
believers very humbly as their hearts are very pure. It is 
necessary to show forth divine love as much as possible. 
She said that unless the new believers feel at-one with 
you, they will not come to meetings. It is necessary 
to get them started. It was pointed out that some new 
believers cannot take the books and pull out of them 
what they need, that some are semi-literate and need 
simp1e, dear literature. 

For that part of the agenda indicated for Teaching, 
the secretary of the National Teaching Committee, 
Richard Betts, made a brief intI-oduction of a singing 
group who had been successful in mass teaching in the 
South. They sang about six songs including prayers and 
words of Bahit'u'llah set to music, and some others called 
"deepening songs." . 

Mrs. Eileen Norman of the International Goals Com
mittee said that kinds of teaching in the United States 
have become prototypes in other parts of the world. She 
said that nationalism is growing in many countries and 
that it is against the law in certain localities for an 

Dr. Sarah M. PereiTa, Dr. DorothV W. Nelson and Dr. Dwight 
AUen 01 the NaUcnal Spi-ritual Auemb!y. 

M-rs. Augus:ta Riegel d.nd MTs. MargllTet Sikes, who met ~Abdu'l
Bahd.. Counsellor Mi" Edna. True standing at right. 

American to get a job. These places require pioneers 
who either have independent income or are deputized, 
In some loca1ities in South America a pioneer can man
age on $100 a month, but in Africa $200 to $250 a month is 
required. She mentioned that some communities send 
$25 or $50 a month for deputization of a pioneer. She also 
outlined exciting plans for the approaching chartered 
ship to be used for travel to the Jamaica Conference. 

Saturday Se&sioos 
During the voting period Saturday morning, all non

delegates went to the auditorium of Central School 
where Mr. Salvatore Pelle, as Chairman of the National 
Teaching Committee introduced members of that com~ 
mittee, explaining their functions. Afterwards a forty
five minute slide production was shown, which was 
repeated for the delegates Sunday morning. This was 
prepared by the Office of Youth and Student Activities, 
part of the National Teaching Committee, It depicted 
the imperfections of the old order and its materialism, 
leading up to the terrific impact of a catastrophe (excel
lent symphonic effects here), as an introduction to the 
Faith. The Jatter part showed mass teaching in action. 
When viewed at Convention on Sunday morning a motion 
was passed that it be released for showing as it would be 
of special interest to colleges and TV stations. 

Saturday afternoon the Chairman introduced two visi
tors who had met 'Abdu'J-Baha, Mrs. Margaret Sikes of 
Chicago who became a believer in 1905 and Mrs. Au
gusta Riegel of Decatur, Illinois who made her dec
laration in 1908 in the home of Lua Getsinger. At the 
age of eleven, Mrs. Sikes attended the World ParHameot 
of Religions in Chicago when the first mention of 
Bahci:iu 'lhih was made in this country. She made a few 
remarks to the Convention, quoting 'Abdu'1-Baha: 
"Unity is the most important thing. For unity, consulta
tion is necessary. Do not consider your own capacity but 

Mi~ Magdalene Carnev and Mi.s& ChaT lotte Linfoot afte-r being 
re-elected to the National Spirituo.t ASBemblv, 
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arise to serve and the confirmations of the Supreme 
Concourse will descend upon you." 

Richard Lewellen was just in from the Convention of 
Hawaii and told of letters of welcome there from the 
Governor and Mayor. On the last day of the legislature 
both houses passed a bill recognizing the Baha'i New 
Year. He reported that all goals were won in Hawaii. 

Dr. Sarah Pereira had just returned from the Conven
tion in Haiti, sent as a special representative of The 
Universal House of Justice. 

Morality aod the Covenant 
The challenge of Baha'i moraJity was discussed at 

length, Chairman Kazemzadeh told the convention that 
the breakdown in authority in the world comes from the 
repudiation of the spiritual teachings of Bah:i'u'llith. He 
quoted from the World Order of Bahci'u'Ucih, page 24 and 
from The Advent of Divine Justice, page 19. He stated 
that there is great danger to new Baha'is unless they 
know the Covenant. Also he stated that the success of 
any Baha'i plan depends upon chaste and holy liveSt 
and daily vigilance to combat traces of moral laxity we 
find all around us. 

Dr. Jordan reminded us that if the law is broken we 
should not try to justify it. He urged all to clearly state 
what is expected, then to follow up. Deepening is getting 
a clear appreciation of God's purpose in life and this gives 
meaning to life and will change behavior; it puts us in 
touch with reality. 

Miscellaneous 
Dr. Colle stan reminded the convention of 'Abdu'l

Baha's statement that what happens at meal time is rein
forced, and that we can give our children Baha'i virtues 
while at the table. If they hear harsh words, this feeling 
is reinforced. 

Miss Linfoot stated that local assemblies can best help 
the National Spiritual Assembly by developing efficiency 
in their local work and asked that the friends refrain from 
asking questions already answered in the books. 

Several times there was mention 'Of Jewish people as a 
min'Ority we should not neglect, suggesting that the time 
may be ripe for them. A desire was expressed to have 
additional literature which would appeal to them. 

Miss Carney made a masterful talk emphasizing the 
need to nurture the baby assemblies of the South "who 
hardly know they have been born." 

The Ridvan Feast was celebrated Saturday evening 
by beautiful readings in the House of Worship and the a 
capella choir, after which refreshments were served 
downstairs. 

At the closing session COWlsellor Miss Edna True and 

WyaU CoopeT and some oj his helpers serving meals to dele-
9ate.s. 
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Auxiliary Board members made brief talks. Dr. Peter 
Khan warned that Baha'is must brace themselves 
against attacks bound to be directed against the victori. 
ous march, which will include attacks from within, but 
which will in tUrn produce greater victories. Authority 
and direction flow frDm the Assembly, whereas power to 
accomplish resides in the whole body of believers. The 
Auxiliary BDards assist in releasing this power. 

Miss Edna True reminded us that on this fiftieth anni. 
versary of the passing of 'Abdu'l-Baha believers have 
begun entering the Faith in troops as He had foretold. 
"The two most important things we must embody," she 
said, "are great love and obedience." The session closed 
with a prayer for the departed for Hand of the Cause 
Agnes Alexander. 

The teller's report announced the following as elected 
to the National Spiritual Assembly: Dr. Daniel C. Jordan 
as convenor, Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh, Mr. Glenford Mitch
ell, Miss Charlotte Linfoot, Dr. Dorothy Nelson, Dr. 
Dwight Allen, Miss Magdalene Carney, Me. Franklin 
Kahn, Dr. Sarah Pereira. When the Assembly an
nounced its officers, there was one change: Dr. Dorothy 
Nelson is now Treasurer. 

Mr. SalvatoTe Perle preaiding at the non-delegate meeting, Sat
urday morning. Seated, Mrs. Ei!een NOTman and MTs. Kathleen 
Javid. 

"'" In the cafeteTia lme. At left is Mrs. Ruth Moffett. ouUt4nding 
Baha'i teacher who has given many years of dedicated service. 
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Chad National Convention 
At the tiny village of Gassi 8 kms.outside of Fort Lamy I 

in a primitive but airy and spacious Convention Hall 
constructed of straw matting and rough wooden supports, 
on land donated to the Faith by the village Chief-a 
Baha'i-the first National Convention of the Baha'is of 
Chad was held from April 30 through May 2, 1971. Thus 
protected from the searing desert winds and sun, the 
Baha'is of Chad joyfully gathered in love and unity to 
participate in this historic event-the formation of their 
first National Spiritual Assembly, to bask in the radiant 
love of Hand of the Cause Enoch Olinga, representing 
the Universal House of Justice, and to be inspired by the 
wise counsel and loving guidance of Continental Coun
selor Mehdi Samandari. 

For the two pioneers who had come to this land-locked 
country on the southern edge of the Sahara Desert in 
December, 1967, to spread the Message of Baha 'u'llah, 
the formation of this new pillar of the Faith brought 
special joy. Hampered by language difficulties (teaching 
was done in French, a language foreign to them), lack 
of transportation, difficult living conditions, progress 
was at first slow. But through the bounteous blessings of 
Baha'u'llah and patient work, they had found seven be
lievers by Ri<;lvim of 1968. By Ri<;lvim of 1969 the lamps 
lighted by these first seven had attracted nearly 1200 
other waiting souls and Chad had thirteen local spiritual 
assemblies, sixty-three localities in which Baha'is re
sided and 1700 believers. In 1970? spurred on by the an
nouncement of the Universal House of Justice that Chad 
would be permitted to form its own National Spiritual 
Assembly in 1971, at Ric;lvim of this year ninety-six 10cal 
spiritual assemblies had been elected, 300 localities 
opened to the Faith and the number of believers swollen 
to more than 8000. 

Arriving at Gassi by truck, bicycle and on foot, the 
delegates and participants attended for two days prior 
to the convention, a very successful teaching conference 
during which they were instructed and deepened in 
preparation for the convention itself. Interpreters trans
lated from French or English into three different lan
guages-Chadian Arab, Kenga, and ·Sara-so that all 
could understand the lectures. Throughout the five days 
of conference and convention, attentive groups of Baha'i 
children from the village sat quietly on the sandy floor, 
breaking silence only when asked to sing their happy 
Baha'i songs for the assemblage. 

Hand of the Cause Enoch Olinga, inspiring the friends 
with his love, warmth and wisdom, presented with rever-

Members of National SpiTitual Assembly of Chad. elected May 1, 
1971. Front row (L to R) Maurice I.sseine. Denis Garbaubau. 
Olive McDonald, secretary, Mathias Dabdjere, Bi;an Yazooni. 
Back row: (L to R) Dempsev Morgan, Ch.G.irman, Nosf'CIt Mos. 
sa.)Jeb, TreasureT, Ernest Ndouba, Asst. SeC1"eta7'll. Elie Eingotto, 
V'ce Chairman. 

ence the Ri~van message addressed to the Baha'is of the 
world by the Universal House of Justice, together with 
its letter of welcome to the new National Spiritual Assem
bly setting forth the goals for Chad during the remaining 
years of the Nine Year Plan (some of which the Friends 
were delighted to find had already ·been surpassed-all 
offered humbly to the Glory of Baha'u'llah). Continental 
Counselor Dr. Mehdi Samandari delivered the Ri<;;lvan 
Message from the Continental Board of Counselors, wise-
ly advised the delegates of their forthcoming duties, and 
patiently guided them through the steps of the conven
tion. 

Also present were Mrs. Ursula Samandari and Mr. 
Phillip Marangella, pioneer from Japan and fifty years a 
Baha'i, both of whom immeasurably added to the spirit 
of the convention. 

Thus encouraged and inspired, the delegates, despite 
their inexperience, conducted the elections in a very 
spirjtual atmosphere. As a result, a strong National 
Spiritual Assembly-with five indigenous and four pio
neer members was elected. 

An indication of the fire which has been started by the 
Faith and which can be fanned into a blaze to envelop 
aU of Chad were the noteworthy achievements of the 
Baha'is during the past year. A youth who had come to 
Chad from Cameroon to attend school accepted the Faith 
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in Fort Lamy, In October, armed with Baha'i literature 
and love for Baha'u'llah, he went south to Bongor to take 
up his studies. Almost immediately a strong Baha'i com
munity was formed with his fellow students as a nucleus 
and at Ric;ivfm six local spiritual assemblies had been 
elected, sixteen localities opened and over 125 believers 
registered. 

Two Persian and two Chadian youth who began pioneer
ing in Fort-Archambault toward the end of October were 
blessed by Ri<;ivan with twenty-three local spiritual as
semblies, twenty-seven localities, and had carried the 
Faith to 382 believers, 307 of whom are adults. 

Consolidating these gains b a great task. confronting 
the new National Spiritual Assembly and the need for 
deepening this vast number of Baha'is was recognized by 
all. Every effort is being made to meet this challenge 
and an urgent appeal is being made for French-speaking 
pioneers to assist in the training of more local teachers 
and in administration. 

On the last day of the convention, Hand of the Cause 
Olinga lovingly reminded the assembled Baha'is of the 
gifts we receive from God: our very lives, our bodies, 
everything that is needed for our existence. How can we 
forget Him'! We are obliged to love and obey Him. We 
must pray. Each morning when we get up we search for 
material food, but the spirit also has need of food-this 
food is daily prayer. We don't wait for someone to eat 
for us; why. then, should we wait for someone else to 
pray for us? 

And as a final blessing, during the final moments of 
this historic event, ten villagers from Gassi came in from 
the fields and declared their acceptance of the Faith. 

Members of the Nationa~ Spiritual Assembly of the Central 
AfriCt1n Republic. 

Convention 01 Central African Republic 
Convention oj the National Spiritual A.ssembly at th.e Central African Republic, at Bangui 

';r 
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A preliminary report on the Intercontinental Conference held in Kingston, 
Jamaica, May 21-23, states that approximately 1,200 Baha'is were in attendance. 
Nearly every national Bahati commlUlity in Central and South America was 
represented, as were also the island areas of the Caribbean, Canada, with the 
attendance from the United States numbering nearly 600. Most of the latter 
travelled from Miami, Florida, by ship, picking up the representatives from 
Puerto Rico and the Leeward, Windward and Virgin Islands in Mayaguez, Puerto 
Rico enroute to Kingston. This mode of travel provided the occasion for an in
tensive Baha'i deepening program while at sea en route to and from the Con
ference. A later issue of BAHA'i NEWS will carry a story of this historic "Hoat
ing institute." 

Some 450 Baha'is and close friends attended a Unity Feast the evening pre
ceding the Conference. Hands of the Cause of God Mr. Zikru'llah KMdem and 
Mr. John Robarts addressed the meeting which was happily interrupted to reo 
ceive an amplified ship-to-shore telephoned greeting from Mr. Glenford E. 
Mitchell, Secretary ()f the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States, on 
behalf of the BaM'is a board the S.S. New Bahama Star. 

Hand of the Cause Mr. Khadem as the representative of The Universal House 
of Justice presented the message from this Supreme Institution of the Faith, 
which appears on page one, and also spoke at two other sessions, including the 
closing when some ninety individuals were inspired to volunteer for pioneer 
and travening~teacher service in response to the call from The Universal House 
of Justice. 

Mr. Robarts. in his address. dealt chiefly with the subject of pioneering and 
the guidance given by ~Abdu'l-Baha in the Tablets of the Divine Plan for carry
ing the Message of Baha'u'llith to all the peoples of the world. He spoke of the 
rich harvests that are now being garnered from the seeds sown by those who 
were the first to respond to the Master's call a half century ago, and the joy 
and happiness it is our privilege to experience in meeting the large numbers 
of believers who can now gather in these intercontinental conferences to. ex~ 
change experiences and join hands in carrying Baha'u'U.:ih's message of love 
and unity to the masses of waiting souls everywhere. 

JULY 1971 
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ma';/ 21-23, 1971 
A telephone hook-up between this Conference and the one being held simul

taneously in Fiji for the friends of the South Pacific, on the anniversary of the 
first telegraph message in 1844, was another thrilling evidence of the unity and 
solidarity of the Baha'i world community. and its oneness of purpose in the 
pursuit of the mission entrusted to us in -the Tablets of the Divine Plan. 

In his stirring address on 'IReaching and Teaching the People of African 
Descent" Mr. Glenford E. Mitchell, Secretary of the National Spiritual Assem~ 
bly of the United States, appealed to the descendants of those who were brought 
to these islanqs as slaves, to arise and join their white brothers in carrying the 
message of ldve and peace to all the rest of humanity. "Every people has a 
contribution to make to the building of the Kingdom of God," he said. In this 
part of the world the contribution must be the unity of the black and white. 
'Abdu'l-Baha said that this unity here would be an assurance of the peace of 
the worid. ','The destiny of the Faith is at stake,1t said Mr. Mitchell. "We must 
share our responsibility now, openly and together." 

Other subjects included in the agenda were on the role of youth in the Nine 
Year Plan, proclamation techniques, the Baha'i Fund, progress on the building 
of the Panama Temple, and of course mass teaching, consolidation and teach
ing. Members of the Boards of Counsellors in North, Central and South America, 
Auxiliary Board members. and representatives of several National Spiritual 
Assemblies partiCipated as Chairmen and speakers. Large numbers of the be· 
lievers engaged in mass teaching between sessions and following the Confer
ence. The results were 400 new believers in Jamaica and some 200 more enrolled 
by the United States contingent during the floating institute. 

This brief report of facts cannot in any sense of the word describe the spirit 
of love, unity, enthusiasm and assurance that filled every heart throughout the 
entire Conference. It was a never-to-be forgotten experience for each and every 
soul and the impression that the gathering made upon the general public must 
surely have added immeasurably to the prestige of the Faith in all the Carib
bean area. 
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Convention at Ghana 

Second National Baha'i Conventton of Ghana., heW Ap7'iI 24-25, 
1971 at Accra. There were nineteen delegates present with. DT. 
WiUi4m Maxwell. Jr" CounaelloT, and visitors. 

Natianal SpirituaJ Assembly of the BaM'ig 01 Ghana. elected 
Ri.~van 128 B.E. Left to right, seated: Andrew Sagoe, Treasurer; 
ETnest Bentil Vice Chairman; Mrs. Ge-raldine Ankrah.;. Sec:re
ta11l; Prince Abaidoo; Robert Naabi. Stan4ing, Maxwed Bud~; 
Dr. Irvin Lourie, Chairman; George Akrsa\; Go~a.s-ht M08Safa\; 
and WilHam MaxweH, Jr., Continentat Board 0 Counsellors. 

National l:Ia~iratu/I-Quds 

of Ghana 

Located in Accra, Ghana, the new 
national Haziratu'l-Quds was dedi. 
cated at the F'irst National Convention 
of Ghana at Ridvim, 1970. The Nation· 
al Spiritual ASsembly of the United 
States, who assisted with the pur· 
chase, had a representative present at 
the dedication. The photograph of a 
different building which appeared in 
the September 1970 BAHA'! NEWS was 
labeled the Hazjratu'l-Quds in error. 

The inscription by the building en
trance, in addition to "Baha~i Cen
ter" reads: "Unity of God~ Unity of 
Religion, Unity of Man", announces 
times of classes, and assures "All are 
welcome." 

JULY" 1971 

A Pioneer Writes from Uganda 
From Zylpha Mapp, American pioneer residing at 

Tororo, Uganda, we have the following: 
"Life out here as a pioneer is very rewarding. You can 

imagine our excitement when we formed a Local Spiri
tual Assem bly this RiQvan in Tororo Township. This. is 
one 01 the Goals of tile Nine Year Plan for Uganda, as 
there had never been one here. It was all too wonderful. 
On April 16, there were only three known believen in 
the Township when I was visited by a travelling teacher, 
an African from my District about fifty miles away, who 
had come to tell me that he had unearthed two believers 
in the villages which make up a part of the Township. 
We lost no time in going to visit them. One had recently 
declared in February and the other had become a 
Baha'i in 1962, was inactive,. but had come back to life in 
time! 

liOn my way back through the gate at school, the 
gateman said: II want to become a Baha'i' . Imagine 
my amazement, He had learned of the Faith some time 
ago, and had heard that I am a Baha'i, so wished to learn 
more. I gave him some books to read and told him to 
come to my flat in the morning when he was oft duty. 
The next morning while sharing breakfast with me he 
declared. 

HThus we were six believers. So with steady teachinl 
for the next three days we had twelve adult believers and 
four youth in the Township and had increased the num
bers in another village just outside the Township lines. 
The day for forming the Local Spiritual Assembly was 
packed with excitement, and after many difficulties ti
nally we rounded up nine believers in time to cast our 
ballots fifteen minutes before sundown. African believ
ers are not time conscious. 

l'At Tororo Girls School, where I am Director of 
Guidance, we have two students who came to me during 
the Fast and embraced the Faith. We had proclamation 
here last November when four youth from neighboring 
colleges presented a Baha'i book to the Headmaster for 
our library. These girls are interesting other students 
and we meet for study classes in my Hat regularly. 
Many are ready to declare, but as they are under twenty
one, we must move with caution and not antagonize 
parents. 

"As you know, Enoch Olinga has just returned from 
his travels and I was fortunate enough to have over
worked at my post and thereby took off some days in 
return, thus being able to meet him with the other 
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friends at the Airport upon his arrival. Then, on his 
return to Teso where he lives, he and Elizabeth with Mr. 
Epyeru, the Counsel1or, and others passed by Toraro 
(it's on their way) and we shared dinner with some of 
the new believers here in Torero at my house. Such joy 
for the new friends also." 

CONGO KINSHASA 

Pioneers and :friends from Ki.nshasa went tOT a Suncia1J trip tD 
Maluku, a village on the Congo river 70 km. north east from 
Kinshasa, on April 4. The authorities of the vU14ge were mOBt 
interested to hear about the Faith and begged tile friends to come 
back, te !tinp them th.ey would gatneT the population to li.!ten 
to the teachmgB'. 

National Spi.ritual Assembly of th.e Bahd'fB 01 the Congo at its 
lut; meeting in KinsPuura on March 1911. Seated: Mr. Louis 
Selemani, Chairman; M'7!. A. M. Laperches-Thirionnet, T1'eas
UTeT,' Mrs. Si.sUia Najetani; Mr. J. P. Laperches"!,,Secreta.TY. Stand
in,,: Mr. Amos Njetee, Mr. Asani Luamb0,i. Mr. ~a.charie Gala; Mr. 
Oscar Rashidi, Vi.ce Chairman; Mr . .,:)lIlvain Ngindo, Home 
Secretary. 

local Spiritual Assembly of 
langenhain, Germany 
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Membt>'J's of the Spiritual Assembly of Langenhain, Germa.n.y. 
Lett to right Margarete HUgeT; Erica PetuTsson, fieasuTe1'; 
Ralph Hauck, Vice Chairman (in front); Ruth. Reitz (beMnd, 
in white); Hans Jurgen Ki.app Chairman (in fTont); Thorgert 
Klapp, Secretary; Annemarie :KrugeT; Hajiyyih Azamush; Her
mann Reitz, (standing). 

The newly elected first Spiritual Assem~JlI of Langenhain, Ger
many pictured in front ot the H OUBe ot W orsl1.ip. 
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(Jerman national Conllention 

Hand of the Cause WiUiam SeaTS at the German National Con
vention 

The salient features of our National Convention in 
Germany are contained within our telegram to The Uni· 
versal House of Justice and within the answer from The 
Universal House of Justice: 
MORE THAN 200 PARTICIPANTS INCLUDING 11 PIONEERS ATHENS 
RHODES CRETE HAPPY ABOUT FORMATION 6 NEW ASSEMBLIES 
EXPRESS DEEP GRATITUDE RIDVAN MESSAGE YOUR INSPIRING 
CHARTER JANUARY 11 GUIDING OUR SPIRIT ACTIVITIES LAST 
PHASE NINE YEAR PLAN AND BOUNTIFUL JOY PRESENCE STlMU· 
LATING IMPULSE HAND CAUSE WILLIAM SEARS REALIZING HIS
TORIC NEW CQNSCJOUSNESS PREMEATES THIS CONVENTION WILL 
SURELY INFLUENCE WHOLE GERMANY COMMUNITY ALREADY 
OUR EFFORTS COMMITMENTS ARE INTENSIFYING RESULTING 
PIONEERS 3 GREECE 4 AFRICA AND 1 MORE PIONEER IS ADDI
TIONAL TEACHING TEAMS 2.5 TRAVEL TEACHERS INSrDE OUTSIDE 
GERMANY SIGNIFICANT NEW YOUTH PROJECTS STARTED ASK 
YOUR CONTINUED PRAYERS SUPPLICATIONS HOLY SHRINES GAIN 
OUTSTANDING VICTORIES. 

NATIONAL CONVENTION GERMANY 

CONVEY HANDCAUSE SEARS DELEGATES PARTICIPANTS CON
VENTION GRATITUDE CABLE HIGHLY ENCOURAGED EVIDENCES 
RISING TIDE DEVOTION ·ENTIlUS[A.SM ACfIVITY BEl.OVED GER
MAN BAHA'I COMMUNITY FBRVENTI..Y SUPPLICATING BLESSED 
PERFECTION A BUNDANTL Y REINFORCE EVERY EFFORT ENABLE 
VAUANT SERVANTS WIN OUTSTANDING VICTORIES 

mE L'NIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

Here are a few extracts from the published convention 
report: 

Mr. William Sears, in his opening talk, conveyed the 
greetings of The Universal House of Justice and shared 
the news of great victories throughout the entire world 

Seated at the table: Annemarie KriCgeT. Adolf Amon, Borzorg 
Hemmati, Erik Blumenthal, Hand at the Cause William Sean 
and Rene Steiner. 

with all the attending friends. "No one can resist the love 
and the unity," explained Mr. Sears about the overall 
marked successes. 

Mr. Sears spoke again on SW1day. In this way he always 
referred to the message of The Universal House of Jus
tice, dated 11 January 1971: "This is the charter for our 
living in the next two years." 

In his opening greetings Erik Blumenthal of the Con
tinental Board of Counsellors in Europe noted that the 
message of The Universal House of Justice of 11 January 
1971 speaks of Faith. The heart is the seat of Faith. 
Faith is manifested through prayer and conduct. We 
must adopt the principles of Baha'u'Uah into our own 
behavior. One can find no contradictions between the 
Nine Year PJan and the words of Baha'u'llah. 

With great pleasure we share the news that Ridvan 
128, six new local spiritual assemblies were formed. 
They are in Berlin-Wilmersdorf, Berlin-Charlottenburg, 
Hamburg-Altona, Langenhain, Hildesheim and Lubeck. 

The call for universal participation to assist in the 
fulfillment of the Nine Year Plan' goals leaves room for 
numerous Baha'is anywhere from seven to eighty years 
old. The atmosphere of the convention was one of new 
consciousness and awareness of the spiritual obligations 
and opportunities that we in Germany find ourselves im
mersed in, as conveyed in the telegram to and answer 
fI'om The Universal House of Justice. 
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THE GREAT SAfARI 
of Hand of the Cause Ru'\I{yyih Khanum 

By VioleHe NakhiavclRl: Companion 
Second part, continued from June Baha'i News 

MONROVIA 

On December 24th, 1970 we drove into Monrovia, the 
Capital of Liberia. to attend the Continental Conference, 
first Baha'i conference ever to be held in West Africa 
and attended by believers from thirt}·~eight countries, 
twenty-four representing African territories alone. It 
Was thrilling to see so many new Baha'is from neigh
boring countries and later hear them say that the 
conference had changed their lives as they had seen 
with their own eyes what the Faith stood for, what unity 
really means. One of the highlights of the conference 
Was the address given by Vice -President Talbert who 
came as the representative of President Tubman who 
was unable to attend it himself because of an eye opera
tion. Dr. Talbert, himself a Christian Minister, gave a 
talk which Rul)iyyih Khanum, in thanking him officially 
for his presence, said was one of the best Baha'i talks 
she had ever heard. The presence of Hand of the Cause 
Dr. Muhajir, as the representative of Universal House of 
Justice, and Amatu'l-Baha as an added attraction, pro
vided the conference with that dynamic surge forward 
towards greater teaching activity and the winning of the 
goals of the Nine Year Plan which is one of the reasons 
the ttands of the Cause travel so widely and attend 
such gatherings. 

The lady Mayor of Monrovia, Mrs. Sandamani, as well 
as the special representative of the United Nations in 
Liberia, Mr. Curtis Campaign, also came to the confer
ence and welcomed the friends in the most cordial 
terms, praising the teachings of the Faith and the work 
ofthe Baha'is. 

President Tubman, although still not completely re
covered from his operation, was kind enough to invite 
Rul;1iyyih ~anum to his residence where we had a most 
friendly, interesting, informal and animated discussion 
with him and Mrs. Tubman, which lasted thirty-five 
minutes. He remembered the Baha'i Shrine in Haifa and 
the very kind reception he received from Amatu'l-Baha 
and other Hands of the Cause during his viSit there. 

The Faith could not possibly have received better 
publicity or been more widely proclaimed than it was at 
the time of this historic conference. It was very exhaust
ing, however, for Rul).iyyih Kh£mum who found herself 
the spear head of much of this acti vi ty. Guilda N a vidi, 
who has recently received her M.A. degree in Public 
Relations, had been assisting, with her mother, the Com~ 
mittee of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 
of West Africa in making suitable arrangements for this 
large and important conference, and for it to receive as 
much public attention and good will on the part of the 
authorities and the Liberian people as possible. In view 
of her qualifications and Rw;dyyih Khanum's desire to 
assist her to gain experience in the field of mass teach~ 
ing, she decided, after consulting her parents to invite 
Guilda to travel with us for some months, arranging the 
public relations in the capital cities Ru};liyyih Khanum 
would be visiting and comin"g to the villages and towns 
on the way. This proved to be a very happy arrangement 
and the meetings with Heads of State as well as press, 
radio and T. V. interviews have been outstanding. 

BOWTA 

On the 8th of J anu ary the three of us left Monrovia for 
Bowta, where we slept two nights in Washington Farm t 

a National Baha'i endowment, using our camping 
equipment and doing our own cooking. George and 
Bessy Washington were American Negro pioneers who 
came to Liberia in the early years of the Ten Year 
Crusade, purchased this property themselves and built 
a large house on it and shortly ,thereafter passed away; 
they were an elderly couple smgulariy devoted to the 
Cause and evidently excellent Baha'i teachers. All the 
time in their home we were deeply conscious of the spirit 
of Jove and devotion these beautiful souls had left behind 
them and which still pervaded the very walls. With a 
number of local behevers from the nearby village we 
visited the twin graves of the Washingtons in a peaceful 

Rulliyyih Kbdnum with some oj the beUeuers in. Congo Town 
Liberia, after her meeting in the local school house. • 

Bomi Hins, Lioeria, seat ot West African Bahli'i Summ.er School 
whl}'ye RllMyyih. Khdnum spent the night and met with. local 
behevers. 

-'.-
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clearing he himself had chosen. Amatu'l·Bahil made a 
wreath of what flowers and ferns she could find and 
placed it on their joint grave, reading a prayer for them 
to which we others added OurS. How joyous and blissful 
these souls must have felt on that day. These graves of 
dear pioneers all over this continent undoubtedly playa 
very important role in attracting the mercy and bless
ings of God on this wonderful continent of Africa. Twice 
we met with the Bowta Baha'is and their friends. One 
evening RuJ,iyyih Khanum spoke to them at length on 
the Baha'i teachings regarding the life after death link
ing them to the pioneers they had loved so much and 
whose memory was obviously fresh and cherished al
though they had died in 1959. 

During this visit Rul:Iiyyih Khimum spoke in the 
Chapel of Cuttington College, an Episcopal Mission 
some miles from Bowta, to the elite of high school 
students of the nation who were gathered for a special 
course of studies, her theme being "The Role of Youth in 
the Modern World." At the end the Principal, visibly 
impressed, thanked her for saying things to the students 
they all wished they could say! The Principal later 
wrote Amatu'l~Baha informing her that at the end of the 
course many of the students in their written comments 
On this course had mentioned this lecture and its stimu-
1atirig message. I particular1y mention this because it 
shows the type of teaching opportunity available to trav
elers if the proper contacts are made and the type of 
subjects RUl:tiyyih Khanum chooses in order to call the 
attention of both students and teachers to the Faith and 
at the same time be general and unprovocative in her 
approach. She is introduced as a Bahati, she says her 
thoughts are shaped by the Baha'i teachings but then 
she launches into a talk that has an absorbing interest 
for young people and has no odor of propaganda and 
invariably the questions that follow at the end of her 
speech enable her to paint a graphic picture of what the 
Faith is in the world today. 

MALI 
During our eighteen days in Mali RUl;1iyyih Khimum 

was received by Vice-President Captain Yoro Diakiti, 
-who said he had never heard of the Faith but was 
interested in religion and wanted some Baha'i litera
ture. She sent him The Goal of a New World Order-that 
brilliant and invaluable picture of the future written by 
Shoghi Effendi and ~'Obedience to Government." The 
radio interviews and press coverage were excellent. So 
deep is the interest in the Faith and so keen the minds of 
the Y01mg believers in Bamako that we had almost daily 
meetings in the home of a single pioneer for this vast 
country; they drank in every word of their beloved 
guest and asked innumerable questions. Among these 
who embraced the Faith during Amatu'l-Baha's visit 
was a lovely Vietnamese 1ady, a Russian lady, wife of 
one of the local Baha'is and two distinguished Malians. 

Aside from many followers of the old African religious 
beliefs. Islam predominates in such countries as Mali, 
Upper Volta and Senegal. The Muslims of West Africa 
are very receptive to the Faith and become deep and 
steadfast believers. This whole area is in great need of 
pioneers but it is essential that on arrival in Africa they 
study with experienced teachers who lmow how to teach 
the Muslims, because the questions they will be asked 
are specific and searching. It is similar to teaching in a 
Bible area where the people know their own Scriptures 
and seek proof of the truth of Baha'u'llah's appearance. 
Unlike many other Muslim countries today the rank 
and. file abstain strictly from alCOhol, observe the fast 
rigorously, and obey the laws of obligatory prayer. They 
are delighted when they find, in addition to the breadth 
and all-encompassing nature of the Baha'i teachings, 
that prayer and fasting and the prohibition regarding 
drinking are part of the teachings of Baha ·u'Uah. 

Bam~ko, Mali, Baha'is meet with Amatu~t-BaM in the home of 
the 1)lOneer. 

Amatu'[-Bahd and. Violette Nakhjavani with the Mall'" of 
Timbuktu. Milli (fourth on the Tignt), his civil adjutant (dressed 
in white) and our TouTeg guide. 

TIMBUKTU 
RU1)iyyih Khanum had had a life-long desire to see 

Timbuktu, the ancient Center of Islamic learning south 
of the Sahara. When she discovered that by driving over 
400 miles north to Mopti we could fty to Timbuktu and 
back and that we could also see some of the other places 
of interest in Mali. she invited the American pioneer to 
come with us (we left Guilda to do her public relations 
job in Bamako) and off we went in the blasting heat, the 
temperature often reaching lOS" Fahrenheit inside the 
car. 

As far as we know no other Baha'i has ever made a 
special trip there though there is an Air Mali pilot who 
lands at the airport in the course of his routine ft.ights, 
but he never stops over there. Today this desert city is 
all but abandoned and its dilapidated old mosques and 
religious school only visited by the few tourists who are 
drawn there by its magical name. Amatu·I~Baha paid a 
formal visit to the mayor of Timbuktu who is a captain 
in the army and presented him with Baha'i literature. 
We also were able to talk to the head of the Government 
Tourist Office there as well as to our very well-educated 
and charming tour guide. 

During the three days of our visit Rul;Liyyih Khanum 
anxiously walked through the deep sand of the narrow 
lanes of the town, looking at the faces of the people to 



Daoou., IV0!1/ Coast; a meeting in the home of one of the new 
believerB, Ru.tt.iyyih KMnum tn centeT. 

find some receptive souls and tell them about the won
derful message of Baha'u'llah. Every time I remember 
one hot and dusty afternoon when beloved RUJ:tiyyih 
Khimum sat patiently in the filthy dirty back room of a 
local restaurant, trying to tell two young boys of this 
great glad tiding of the appearance of the Promised One 
of all ages, my heart fills with love and humility for this 
spirit of utter dedication she has. I am sure that the 
thoughts and the prayers she left behind in Timbuktu 
will water the little seeds that were scattered in some 
hearts there and one day we shall witness the results. On 
this trip to Timbuktu we drove to Mopti, Sanga, Djenne 
-another center of Moslem learning in this part-and 
passed through San and Segou. In this way the pioneer 
was able to obtain an excellent idea of the teaching 
possibilities in other towns of Mali and where any future 
pioneers or travelling teachers could be sent to best 
advantage. We then drove on to Upper Volta. an even 
more desolate and undeveloped country than MalL 

UPPER VOLTA 
Ten days in Ouagadougou, the capital city of Upper 

Volta was a very wonderful experience. There are two 
pioneers only in Upper Volta, young men from the far· 
off island of Mauritius. Most of the Baha'is there are 
young people and very devoted to the Cause. In several 
meetings Ru1).iyyih Khanum met with the believers and 
their friends and held very lively discussions and an
swered their questions. When one travels by land the 
way RUl:).iyyih Khitnum is travelling, one senses the isola
tion and loneliness of the pioneers and believers, dots on 
the vast map of Mrica, hundreds oLmiles from each 
other. A year ago I didn't know where Ouagadougou was 
and Wltil I got there, I couldn't pronounce it correctly. 
Because our French Baha'i literiilture comes from Eu
rope and there is little available in such distant places as 
these French-speaking African countries, because there 
are rarely any visitors and hardly any exciting events to 
bring these young, new Baha'is together, it is often 
difficult to gather them for meetings and Feasts. One of 
the most wonderful characteristics of Amatu'l-Baha in 
her contact with the Baha'is, as well as the non-Baha'is, 
is her ability to convey the greatness of the Cause of 
God. She makes one see and feel how vast, how bound
less is this precious Faith that we belong to. She is able 
to inject into her listener that bubbling enthusiasm and 
joy that is her distinguishing characteristic. Through 
her vision and her love she leaves a sense of happiness, 
of eagerness to serve this Cause with whomever she 
comes in contact. During her stay in Upper Volta she 
was received most courteously by President Lamizana 
and by the Speaker of the Parliment Mr. Joseph Oned
raogo, who is a progressive farmer and has visited Israel 
more than once. Rul:Liyyih Khanum also had an excellent 
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half hour radio interview and very good press coverage. 
Ouagadougou is in the heart of the Mossi area, the home 
of a famous and powerful people who live under the 
tribal system and are still ruled by their own king who is 
always addressed as "Emperor"; we were received by 
him and his wife, the "Emperess", in their palace in the 
city. We had an interesting half-hour discussion on 
various topics. They are Muslims but many of the tribe 
are pagan. 

TAMALE AND KUMASI 
In one week, making our way Southward from Upper 

Volta. we visited Tamale and Kumasi, two very impor
tant provinces in the North of Ghana, where there are 
many Baha'is, In Tamale Rul;tiyyih Khimum met with 
some of the local believers. She gave a public talk, to 
over 250 girls at the Teachers' Training College. She was 
able to visit five nearby villages where there are 
Baha'is. In the village of Pagaza, addressing a Simple 
group of farmers, she told them that every Hfirst" thing 
is important, very special and precious: uYoqr first 
born has a special place in your hearts, in the same way 
the first Baha'is in a village, in a town or in a country if 
they remain firm and devoted to the Cause, have a v~ry 
special place in all our hearts and in the history of the 
Faith in their own land. You are the first Baha'is in your 
village and therefore you are very dear to all of us." She 
said, nWhen we become illumined with the light of God, 
we are like a candle. When we are abJe to form a local 
spiritual assembly then the light becomes greater like 
the light of a kerosene lamp. When many thousands 
accept the Faith their light will be powerful like the 
electric lights in the town. When the majority -of the 
world becomes Baha'i then their light will be like the 
light of the sun which illumines all. jJ In the village of 
Nyankpala, which is a flourishing agricultural experi· 
mental farm, she said, "People are always afraid of 
new ideas or new ways of doing things. For example how 
many farmers come forward and agree to try a new 
variety of seed or a new way of farming? There are 
always one or two or a few who courageously step forward 
and become the first to try and then gradually others 
follow their example. You Baha'is are like those few 
who adopt the new seed. to 

In the city of Kumasi, the capital of the powerful and 
famous Ashanti tribe, Amatu'l-Baha was graciously re
ceived by His Highness the Asantehene, Otumfuo Opoku 
Ware II, the traditional king of this ancient tribe, an 
extremely well-educated barrister who had recently 
been chosen to succeed his uncle as king. Amatu'l
Baha had a very nice interview with the editor of a local 
newspaper which resulted in a very good article.· The 
Baha'is of Kumasi, in addition to a number of meetings 

President Lamizana of Upper Volta talki.ng with Amaru'l-Bahd. 
during their inte-rview in Ouagadougou. 

! 
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with themselves, had arranged for Rul:tiyyih Khimum to 
speak at three schools where students of high school age 
and over bombarded her wHh many intelligent ques
tions. We were told that in a period of two months the 
Kumasi community has increased by over seventy new 
Baha'is. 

The belief in the traditional religion and especially the 
existence of spirits and ghosts is very strong throughout 
Africa and 'as much superstition and fear is mixed in 
with some truth the people are more influenced by the 
priests of their own religion than one might realize. 
Often questions were asked on these subjects such as: 
What is a ghost? Is it true? RUl:tiyyih Khanum gave 
many answers which helped them, to un~erst_and a little 
bit of the nature of these mysterIes. S(1e saId we have 
many attachments in this world, our home, our family, 
our friends and surroundings; these sometimes act as a 
mirror.. When the departeq soul looks back at his pre
cious worldly surroundings and attachments under 
some circumstances, the nature of which w~ do not 
understand his thoughts may be reflected m them. 
People see 'this reflection and are alarmed thinking he 
has come back, whereas he himself is not there, only a 
reflection of him, so to .speak is there. Through prayers 
we should beg Almighty God to release such a soul from 
this earthly attachment and let him tum his thoughts to 
the new world he has entered. To the question of "Is it 
good to communicate with the departed SOUls?" She 
said "think of the baby in the womb of his mother. He 
has 'organs that he can not use until he is born in this 
world such as hands, feet, eyes, ears, mouth and so on. 
Should he wish to use them before birth he will only harm 
himself. Likewise the psychic faculties that are for use in 
the next world if tampered with in this life are hannful 
to us We have been warned by 'Abdu'l-Bahil not to 
culti~ate them and not to go in for such practices. To an 
audience of over 300 young men and women in a school 
she said. "I have been told that ip Ghana you have the 
second largest gold mines in the world. You know that 
the quality of the gold and its valu", IS accordmlj: to Its 
percentage in relation to alloys mmgled WIth It. The 
more gold you have, the less alloy you have, the hi~her 
the value of the gold will be. It is the same way wlth a 
society; every individual who becomes like pure gol~ in 
his character adds that much more value to the SOCH:ty 
in which he lives. In this way, individually, we can raIse 
the level of hUman society throughout the world." 

Ghana seems to occupy a peculiar place in our trav
els. This was our third visit there and when our tour ~f 
the rest of West Africa is finished we will once agam 
return to Ghana to visit the believers in the south ~f that 
promising country where Baha'i work is expandIng so 
rapidly. 

EmperoT' Mogho Naba of the Massi tribe meets with. Atna.ru'l
Bahd in his pa!.ace in Ouagadougou, UPPe1' Volta. 

Election of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd'is of 
Vietnam occurred during the second day "h the Convention, 
Saturday/ May 1. Those eleete." are, from le t to right, MT'. Le 
Lac, Chalrman; Mr. Le Can, Vt.ce-Cha1.rman; T. Le Cha, Secre
tary; Mr. Truong Idem Dong, Trea.suTer; Mr. Ngullen Hoang 
Loc, Assistant Secretary; Mr, Le Dull Th.inh; Mr, Le Due Huan; 
Mr, Tran Thang; Mrs. Tran thi Giang Chau. 

Auxiliary Board 
Holds Conference 

in Pennsylvania 
Some 130 Baha'is from all over Pennsylvania gathered 

in Harrisburg on April 17-18 for a conference organized 
by the Auxiliary Board, with the participation of Board 
members Mrs. Javidukht Khadem, Mrs. Jane McCants, 
Mrs. Velma Sherrill, and Dr. Peter Khan. 

The Conference, which had as its theme ,jThe Cov
enant of Baha'u'llah", was noteworthy for the spirit of 
unity and love which permeated all sessions, and for the 
enthusiastic participation of the believers in the ques-
tion periods, the singing, and the informal discussion. 
Another striking featUre was the major role played by 
the youth in all aspects of the Conference, 

The Conference opened on April 17, with an eloquent 
presentation by Mrs. Sherrill, tracing the .Coven,~nt his
torically through the succession of ManIfestatIOns to 
the coming of the Promised One, Baha'u'llah. Building 
upon this theme, Mrs. Khadem emphasized the signif· 
icance of the Revelation of Baha 'u'llah in its establish
ment of Divine institutions which derive their authority 
from the Pen of the Manifestation. Mrs. McCants vivid
ly described the remarkable features of the Will and 
Testament of 'Abdu'l-Baha, while Dr. Khan surveyed 
the stupendous accomplishments of Shoghi Effendi d~r. 
ing his thirty-six years of ceaseless actIvIty as GuardIan 
of the Cause. 

The entire evening session was devoted to a question
and-answer period, during which time the four Auxiliary 
Board members responded to over fifty questions from 
the believers, principally on various aspects of the Cov
enant. 

On April 18, the Board members gave a panel presen· 
tation on the Baha'i institutions, discussing their author
ity, their indispensability. and their. functions. The ~on
eluding session of the conference mcluded a detaIled 
analysis of deepening by Mrs. K~"lClde~, and a stirring 
presentation on the new world bemg bUIlt by the follow
erS of the Most Great Name, presented by Mrs. Mc
Cants. 

The dedication and devotion of the Pennsylvania be-
1ievers present at this conference provided clear evi
dence of the great strength of the Faith in this State, and 
of the great successes which the believers wlll un
doubtedly win here during the remaining two years of the 
Nine Year Plan. 
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Report from Vietnam 
Praised be to God! We are all very thankful to Him for 

His assistance, by which we can overcome many diffi
culties and reach to new glorious heights. 

The Universal House of Justice, the Divine and Su
preme Administrative body. continually gave US its firm 
support. This Supreme body has guided us in all mat· 
ters. giving instructions and advice as a perfect mother 
looking after her child. We shall always try to make 
bigger efforts to deserve that great love. 

Besides the gUidance of The Universal House of Jus
tice, we also have the loving assistance from the Institu
tion of the Hands of the Cause of God. During the year, 
Hand of the Cause Enoch Olinga has spent a precious 
week on this land, and has caused stronger faith and 
warmer enthusiasm in this national community. In 
that very short and very precious visit in February 1971, 
he has left in Vietnam a great example of devotion and 
wisdom. 

The Continental Board of Counsellors of South-East
ern Asia has sent many times its representatives to meet 
with our National Spiritual Assembly, bringing co
operation between the institutions of the Faith. Also, 
with the precious assistance of this institution, Mr. 
Nguyen Van Loi, Auxiliary Board member, has spent 
much of his time in the teaching and protection of the 
Faith in the zone of peace, justice and loftiness. 

During the year, two pioneers from the L"nited States, 
Mr. Melvin Campbell and Dr. Douglas Gibson have 
come to Vietnam and contributed a great part to the 
growth of the Faith in this small nation. Signs of co
operation and of unity have been shown through the 
services of the friends who come from farther lands. 
Bahil'u'llah's saying: "The earth is one country and 
mankind its citizens" is now evident to everybody. 

Also, during the year, three travelling teachers, Mr. 
H. A. Avaregan, Mrs. Shirin Fozdar, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Gibson have visited Vietnam, and have contributed 
anothe~ great part to the progress of the Faith on this 
land. The advancement of the Cause of God in Vietnam 
is greatly influenced by this marvelous spirit of inter
national co-operation. 

Also, by the spirit of the international ~peration, a 
delegation of nine Vietnamese representatives were sent 

to the Oceanic .Conference in Singapore in ,January 1971-
Before that, ill A71gust 1970, Mr. Le Loc Natio:nal Spiri~ 

tual Asse~bly ~halr~a~, spent two months in traveling 
and teacnmg In BO~IVl~, U.S.~. and Hawaii. During 
these months, Mr. Le Loc has mtroduced the Faith to 
many people through public meetings, the press, radio 
and TV. He also brought back to Vietnam precious 
experiences from those countries. 

Internal Activities 
The ~ew!y born National Committee for Teaching and 

ConsolIdahon has helped the National Spiritual Assem
bly in many important works with the co--operation 
of the local spiritual assem hlies, of the five Zone 
Teaching Committees and sixteen Provincial or Inter
Provincial Teaching Committees. 

Besides those committees, the National Spiritual As
sembly is also assisted hy the Committee for the Protec
tion of the Believers. the English Language Committee 
and thc Commjttee for the National lJa~iratu'l.Quds. 

For proclamation and teaching, we have used all the 
available means such as loud-speakers, posters. ban. 
ners, the press, the radio, TV and the movies. Therefore 
there are a great number of sympathizers of the Faith. 
The result is that we now have the total of 116,088 believ
ers, 1495 localities and 601 assemblies. 

Prestige Gained 
These are some important results of a year of devo

tion, effort and sacrifice. In relation with the non-Baha'i 
soclety, the Faith also gained great influence and high 
prestige. Writers about religions and traditions have 
themselves studied and written about the Faith, such as 
the famous writer Toan Anh with his works entitled 
Religions and Beliefs in Vietnam in which the Faith was 
nicely introduced through ten pages. The Faith is also 
written as a lesson by the Professors Minhvan, Xuan
tUDC and Bang-giang for the students in high schools. 
Ng6n-Ltuin daily reprinted the whole booklet World 
Economy of Baha'u'llri.h by Horace Holley and other 
Baha'i talks. We have good relations with all the assQ-o 
ciations and organizations in the country. The people 
are mentioning the Faith with love and respect. 

The Seventh National Convention of the Baha'is of Vietnam opened Dn AprH 30, 19'11 in Saigon. It was attended by 
103 de~egates, 400 of the f;ien.ds throughout the cDunt1'll, C,?unseUo1' YanKe~ Leong,.a~d Board member Nguyen,,~an
lot. The CDnvention was pres\ded over by M1'. Le Loc. Chatrman of the Nattonat Spt.ntual Assembly of the Baha''1s of 
Vietnam. 



Some who attended th.e National Convention in Indonesia. 

Conference held in Bandtmgr Indonesia. on January 9-10~ 1971. 
Hand of the Cause Enoch Ohnga was p'I"esent on this occa.rion. 
In spite of a tense poLiticat 3'ituation, seventll friend.! attended 
the conference. A scrie3' of local conjerences were scheduled to 
he held in Semarang, SUTa~aja. MakasaT and Padang. 

National Convention In Indonesia 
The National Convention of Indonesia was held at the 

l:1i~iratu'I-Quds in Surabaja on April 24-25, 1971. 
There were seventy-one persons attending, twenty

five of them delegates. Reports from each locality were 
given by delegates and observers. 

On April 21, there were thirty-three local spiritual 
assemblies in Indonesia, seventeen in East Java, six in 
Middle Java, four in West Java, four in Bali, one in 

Sulawesi and one in Sumatra. Also there were thirty 
groups of five or more believers, and 107 in smaller 
groups, making a total of 170 centers. 

Members and officers of the new National Spiritual 
Assembly are: Dr. Samandari, Chairman; Lt. Col. R. 
Soejoeti, Vice-Chairman; Mr. H. Sajuti, Secretary; Mr. 
L. Panjabi, Treasurer; Mr. E. Supaat; Mr. Putu Dana; 
Mrs. G. Panjabi: Mr. L. Harsono; Mr. Matni Suprapto. 

National Convention in Indonesia held in SUT'abaia. The pictu'I"e 
?,Vas taken in front of the -Ui.Pratu'l-Qud! in Surabaja. 
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Why BabB'u'Il8h? This accordian-fold brochure has seven 
colorful panels' with a simple presentation of man's need 
for spiritual Hsun." It states that Baha'u'llah is the 
"Spiritual Sun" for this day and His Teachings give life 
to man. Each panel on the reverse side contains a quota
tion from The Hidden Words. The brochure folds into a 
small, pocket size, 31f" x 4% inches. They can be dis
played, free standing. to show all seven p-anels. 

Not sole! in quantities 0/ less than 100. 
100 copies ................... __ .................. $ 6.50 
500 copies ... __ . __ ......................... __ . -- .$30.00 
1,000 copies ........... __ . __ '" ____ ............... $50.00 

ANew Way of Life. What It Means to be a Baha~' Youtll. 
Compilation from the Writings; selection of letters to 
Baha'i Youth by Rul)iyyih Khanum. This booklet has 
been issued with a new cover design appealing to youth, 
a bright orange and blue sunburst design on vivid yellow. 
When this compilation was origina,lly published, The 
Universal House of Justice wrote that they were "greatly 
pleased" with it, and requested that copies be sent on 
their behalf to all national assemblies having a Nine 
Year Plan goal of extending Baha'i education to youth 
and children. 

If youth in your community are not aware of this com· 
pil;J tion, you will wish to present them with copies, or 
can their attention to it. The compilation is grouped 
under the following headings: Standard for a New Race; 
Education for the New Day; Teaching the Cause of God; 
ape! Building a New Worle!. 

NEW CA..SSE1TJ1S 

:zo.c.soot HEAR TIlE SONG OF THE WIND by the 
Southern California Baha'i Chorus; similar in style to 
the HVictory Chorus" record; selections: Love Love 
Love, Freedom Sky, Come Walk with Me, Leaves of One 
Tree, Refresh and Glae!den, The Lamp is Lightec!, Happy 
People, Singing Wine!, Be SliB, Hear Oh, Sheep, Messiah, 
Blessed Is the Spot; a stuc!io recore!ec!/duplicated cas-
sette .. _ ........................................... $2.50 , , 
20-C-8004 CAN'T YOU SEE THE NEW DAY, BAHA'IS 
IN THE SOUTH 1970; a collection of spontaneous recore!
ings made during the early days of mass enrollment in 
the south; consisting largely of songs composed and sung 
by Baha'is; conveys something of the spirit and atmos
phere in which mass teaching was initially carried out 
................................. _ ................. $2.50 

2~-21l8 ENROLUNG THE MASSl:S; a study course 
in two parts by Hand of the Cause of Gile! Wi11iam Sears; 
a penetrating study and discussion of the Baha'i Writ
ings concerning teaching the masses and their entry by 
troops into the Faith of Baha'u'llah; two hour class re
corded on two C·60 cassettes; two cassette package $4.00 

Order through your local community librarian. See 
Baha'i Literature Catalog and Special Materials 
Catalog for ordering instructions and shipping 
charges, if any. Personal orders must be fo~ cash, 
and include 10% shipping charges on all specIal rna· 
terial items: literature orders shipped postpaid if 
$5.00 or over. 
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Space Arch.itecture, 1943. Painting by Mark Tobey. 

UMITED SUPPLY OF TOBEY ART BOOKS 
Mark Tobey-Art Book. Publishee! by the Department of 
Art and Architecture of Stanford University in conjunc~ 
tion with a series of showings at university art galleries. 
One of these held in Chicago at Roosevelt University at 
the time of the Intercontinental Conference was co-spon
sored by the National Spiritual Assembly. 

This 48-page book has 32 illustrations, five in full color, 
with a description of each painting, There are three 
articles about the artist which stress the influence of 
the Baha'i Faith on the man and his art. BahitJis who do 
not already own a copy may wish to do so. It is also an 
excellent opportunity to introduce the Faith to people 
interested in art, Copies can be presented to public and 
college libraries. Soft cover, 8If4 x 81;2". 
Per copy ..... _ .. _ ..... ___ ........................ $1.25 
This it~m is subject to community library discount. 

BAHA'i PUBLISHING TRUST 
415 LINDEN AVENUE 
WILM ETTE, ILLINOIS 60091 

Panama National Spiritual Assembly 

Newly elected National Spiritual Assemblu of Panama., Member.! 
are, back row, left to -right: Ci-rilo Sanchez; Harry Batie; Arthur 
KrummeU. Trea.rurer; Fred Bere.!t, Vice Chairman; and Louis 
Cuevas. Front row: Haquel de Constante. Chairman.; Femaline 
Fennell, Recording Secretary; Leota Lockman, COTTesponding 
SecretaT1J; Elsa Campbell. 
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First Mass Teaching Effort in Missouri 
The first Mass Teaching effort in Missouri took place 

in Lebanon (South-Central Missouri) Saturday and Sun
day, April 25-26, 1971. Seventy-five Baha'is from Texas, 
Arkansas, Missouri, Oklahoma and Illinois gathered for 
two days to carry BahA'u'llah's message to the waiting 
souls. 

Auxiliary Board member Paul Pettit .empha.ized The 
Universal House of Justice's message in Wellspring of 
Guidance, p. 31 on Teaching the Masse •. With this 
theme in mind, Mr. Pettit introduced the concept of 
mass teaching. 

Vahid Hedayati spoke about the Covenant of 
Bah~'upU.ah, told stories of the early believ.ers and gave a 
demonstration of mass teaching techniques. There waS 
much singing, lau'ghter, and an abundance of love. 

Forty-five declarations resulted from the week-end 
effort-twenty-three youth, fourteen adults, five children 
(pre-youth), plus dec1arations from Louisiana, Illinois 
and Oklahoma; eleven cities visited-three new centers 
opened. 

The fire kindled by this conference and fanned by a 
visit to St. Louis by Linda Marshall, continued to burn, 
resulted in eleven additional declarations during the 

... _,.- _.-.-
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following week in the Greater St. Louis area. Linda 
spoke to four college groups and one public meeting and 
was interviewed on television. 

A goal of 500 new believers and fifty new centers by 
July 9 was set. ~ . 

Two public meetings ~re held at which the film "It'g 
Just the Beginning" was shown. 

Direct teaching continues on the local lev~! 11s a 
result of this stimulating week-end. 

New believers in Missouri-the alde.rt in 'her eighties. 

At the /i1'st mass teaching etlan in MiSBo-u.ri. the first two MW 
BaM'fs pl"audZlI hold up thetr declaration cards. 

BAH.n NEWS is published for drculation among Baha:is only by the National Spiritual Assembly ot the Baha'is of the United 
States. as a news organ reporting current activities of tile Baha'i world communHy. < 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annual1y appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Evelyn Hardin. Managing Editor; Miss Charlotte 
Linfoot. National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee, Mr~. Sylvia Parmelee. 

Material mast be received by the twenty-fifth of the second month preceding date of issue. Address: Baha'i News EditOrial 
OfJice, 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, Illinois 60091, U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to Membership and Records, Na~ional Baha'i Center. 112 Linden Avenue, Wil
mette, Illinois. U.S.A. 60091. 
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:lIte Oceanic Conference, ~iji 

At th.e registration desk: Mrs. Tiani Hancock, newry appointed 
Auxiliary Board member Mrs. Gina Garcia and Russell Garda 
of the Tremaran "Dawn breaker." 

A session of the Suva, Fiji Conference. 

Attending the Oceanic Conference at Suva, Fiji, May 20-23, 1971: Hands oj the Cause Dr. Munajir (sixth irom left) 
and H. Collis Feathe-rstone (tenth) with Counsellors Suhayl 'ALa'i (/i1'St), Howard Harwood, (eighth), and Th.e!ma 
Perks (eleventh); AuxHiary Board members (the rest in numerical orde1") Niu. Tuatagaloa, Dr. Claude Caver, 
Margaret Rowli~g, Virginia Breaks, Marjorie McDiarmid, Violet Hoehnke, John Davidson, Gertrude Blum, Rodney 
Hancock, Gina Garcia, Mosese Hokajonu and Ru~u'Hah Mumtazi.. See story on page 12. 
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":Jlw Jloalinlj !JnJtifute" to and from Jamaica 
By Natalie DiBuono 

Everything connect ed with the Oceanic Cunference 
held in Kingston, Jamaica, May 21-23 exceeded the 
greatest expectations. 

Many of the nearly 600 bellevers and friends boarding 
the Baha'iRchartered ship, the S. S. New Bahama Star, 
in Miami on May 17 v,,'ere present for a Unity Feast the 
previous evening in Miami's DuPunt Plaza Hotel, which 
was also attended by some friends who were unable to 
go to Jamaica. At the dockside just prior to boarding, 
there was a visit from the Mayor of )'1iami, the Honora
ble David T. Kennt'dy. v,:ho presented three scrolls to 
Mr. Glenford Mitchell, Secretary ofthe ~ational Spirjtual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of the U.S., to be delivered to 
the Honorable Benjamin Cole. Mayor of Ma)'agucz, 
Puerto Rico. where we would be stoppjng to pick up 
some of the believers; to the Hunorable Eli Matalon, May
or of Kingston; and to His Excellency :vIc1vyn Evans, 
Governor of the Virgin Islands in St. Thomas, where 
we would stop on the return trip. The Mayor \vas pre
sented with a copy of The Proclamation oJ Bahci'u'Hci.h 
and he was enthusiastic in his response to the love and 
unity among the assem bled Baha'is. He promised to read 
the book, and asked Mr. Mitchell many questions. Also 
present at the ceremony was a representative from the 
Jamaican Consul's office. who also received a copy of 
this book on behalf of the Consul. Amid the sound of 

s.s. New Bahama Star at sea. May 20. ur71: Mr. G[enford E. 
Mi[cheH, Secretaru of Ihe National Spirit1J(]l Assembly of lite 
Bahd'is of the United Slate8 (8eared) s-ends greetings by ship
radio to the Unity Feast in Jrl111a1Ca. Also taking part in the ship
to-shore hook-up h' Dr. DOlliel Jordan. Vice-Chairman of the 
U.S. Baha'i A.ssembly. 

A study dass aboard ship. 

truck~ hurrying to get supplies and luggage aboard the 
ship, it was a moving scene as the Baha'is aboard ship 
joined the belie,,'ers on the dock in singing "Allah'u'
Abha!" filling the air and sending the vibrations of the 
Greatest N arne over the city of Miami and far beyond. 
The Deep South Singers touched many hearts as they 
sang of Baha'u'Uah's coming and the new day of unity 
He has brought. 

Activities on Board 
Activities aboard ship were ably coordinated by Mrs. 

Eileen Norman and Mr, Richard Betts, both members of 
the Caribbean Conference Committee. The "Floating 
Institute lt proved to be a tremendous deepening experi
ence. En route to Jamaica, classes were given daily for 
three days on °The Sure Handle"j a study of the Cov
enant by Mr. Glenford Mitchell; and "Fulfilling Your 
True Self," by Dr. Daniel Jordan. On the return trip, Mr. 
::vIitchell conducted classes on "The Goal of aNew 
World Order," and Dr. Dwight Allen presented classes 
on "Toward World Unity." The classes were all well 
attended and weU received. 

In addition to the lecture classes, elective classes 
were offered on the following subjects: "Workshop on the 
Local Spiritual Assembly", "The Baha'i Faith and the 
Family", "Baha'i Marriage", "Unwrapping Our Spiri
tual Gift", "The Art of Consultation", "Workshop on 
Mass Teaching", "Comparative Religion"j "Workshop 
on Display Materials", • 'Hidden Words", and "Pioneer
ing". Each person could select two classes from the elec· 
tives presented, and two different ones on the return trip. 

The evening programs were interesting and varied, 
and included a presentation by Mr. Philip Cassadore, an 
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Amerkan Indian from the San Carlos Apache Reserva~ 
tion in Arizona. Mr. Cassadore is well-known as a singer 
of Apache songs, and is a consultant and visiting lec
turer to a number of government agencies and univer
sities throughout the United States. Other evening pro~ 
grams were: "Occupied with the Greatest Undertaking" 
by Miss Magdalene Carney and the Deep South Singers; 
"The Rise of the Faith in the United States," by Miss 
Charlotte Linioot, Assistant Secretary of the National 
Spiritual Assembly; and ~'Unsealing the Choice Wine," a 
glimpse of 'Abdu'!-Baha, by Mr". Mildred Mottahedeh. 

Material food, as well as spiritual food, abounded on 
board ship_ The day began with dawn prayers for the 
early risers and with breakfast at seven for the first 
sitting. Eaeh meal had to be served in two sittings to 
accommodate everyone. There was a mid~morning 
coffee, lunch, mid-afternoon coffee and dinner-a full
course meal. Each night at 11 p.m. a magnificent buffet 
was served. Crew members in the dining room were 
from Italy, F.ranee, Germany, Spain, Scandinavia and 
many other places. The waiters entered into the joyous 
spirit of the Baha'is, and many of them said they had 
never before experienced being with such a wonderful 
group of people. 

Nightly there was entertainment provided by the 
ship's program staff, movies, and music for dancing. 
One of the ship's entertainers was a Baha'i from Miami, 
singer Terry Madison, who had previously been booked 
for another engagement but who longed to go to Ja
maica. There was no opening on the ship at the time. So 
she put it all in Baha'u'IH~h's hands, and a few days 
before departure, she received a call from the ship 
asking if she could take the job, and at the same time 
her other engagement was postponed for a few weeks~ 
She was the only Baha'i who was paid for going on the 
cruise! Following the evening entertainment, some of 
the professional Baha'i musicians would get together 

Linda Marshall, television pen;onaHty who participated in the 
aC'tit-·ities of the Conference. 

" ... '.,.' .... 
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Mr. PhHi:p Cassadore, Apache Indian singer, who entertained 
abvQrd sh~p. 

with some of the ship's entertainers f-or jam seSsions, 
which sometimes lasted into the early morning hours. 
Others danced to rhythmiC calypso music in the Bahama 
Lounge. 

Arrival in Puerto Rico 
Perhaps one of the most deeply touching moments of 

the cruise was the arrival of the ship in Puerto Rico. 
As the ship drew into port, there were cries of 
"Allah'u'Abha.!" The people lining the dock broke into 
cheers as the ship got close enough for them to see the 
banners on the sjde, "Baha'i Caribbean Conference." 
There was not a dry eye in sight, and even the crew 

"Dizzie" Gillespie, Auxiliary Board member Mrs . .K..hddem, and 
His Excellency Sir Clifford Campf>ell, Governor GeneTal of 
Jamaica. 
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members were moved. The Mayor of Mayaguez, his 
wife, a large party of officials and dignitaries and a news 
media representative came aboard for the presentation 
ceremony. The Mayor received a copy of the book The 
Proclamation oj Bahci'u'Uah, and the scroll fro~ the 
Mayor of Miami. In turn, he presented a beautiful illu
minated scroll to be taken back to the Mayor of Miami. 
He and his party were touched by the experience t and at 
the end of the program he embraced Mr. Mitchell and 
Dr. Jordan, and said he would look into the Faith. 

The evening before the ship docked in Jamaica, greet
ings were exchanged via ship--to-shore telephone between 
the be1ievers at the Unity Feast in Kingston and the S. S. 
New Bahama Star. Hands of the Cause of God Mr. 
Zikru'llith Khadem and Mr. John Robarts, relayed the 
greetings of the Conference to National Spiritual Assem
bly members Mr. Glenford Mitchell and Dr. Daniel 
Jordan, and in tum received the loving greetings of 
the believers aboard ship. A taped message from Hand 
of the Cause, Mr. William Sears, also brought great joy 
to the hearts. 

In Jamaica 
Although the ship was late in docking at Kingston, the 

Governor General of Jamaica, His Excellency Sir Clif
ford Campbell, waited for its arrival and extended an 
eloquent welcome to those attending the Conference. He 
received a standing ovation from the Baha'is. He 
stressed the recognition of the Fatherhood of God and 
the brotherhood of man as the foundation for the ad
vancement of civilization, and told us that the motto of 
Jamaica is "out of many, 'One people." So impressed 
was he with the spirit of Baha'i 10ve that he cancelled a 
previous commitment in order to attend the reception 
held in his honor that evening. 

The Conference was officially opened with the intro
duction of the Hands of the Cause, members of the 
National Spiritual Assemblies, members of the Conti· 
nental Boards of Counsellors from North, South and 
Central America and Auxiliary Board members present. 
Focus of the Conference was on teaching the masses, 
with particular emphasis on reaching the black popula
tion of the Caribbean area. 

Throughout the trip and the Conference, mass teach
ing was clearly in evidence, as Baha'i registration cards 
poured in. Some of the newly enrolled believers were 
employees of the Sheraton-Kingston Hotel, the Confer
ence site. What a treat it was to see Conference badges 
proudly displayed as beaming faces went about their 
tasks t What a thrill it was, too, to witness the great 
numbers who went to the registration desk to ask to 
become Baha'is! 

Session of the Jamaican Conference 

New believers at the Jamaica Conference 

Saturday afternoon a telephone hookup with the Con
ference being held simultaneously in Suva, Fiji, was 
successfully completed. The exchange of loving greet
ings by Hands of the Cause Mr. Zikru'llah Khcidem and 
Mr. John Robarts infused both Conferences with the 
spirit of joy and unity. 

A highlight of the Conference was a spectacular pub· 
lie meeting at the Kingston Arena, where thousands 
gathered to hear Dizzie Gillespie, Geraldine Jones, 
Linda Marshall and the Deep South Singers. This pre-
sentation of the Faith through music and song inspired 
many more to join the ranks of the rapidly swelling 
army of Baha'u'llah. 

The Retllrll Voyage 
Reluctantly, the believers departed from Jamaica on 

Sunday, many of them having resolved to return soon to 
assist with the mass teaching and deepening. The spirit 
aboard the S. S. New Bahama Star was running higher 
than ever as we began the return trip. The stop in St. 
Thomas provided yet another opportunity for the 
Baha. 'is to strengthen the ties between nations with the 
presentation of the scroll to the Governor General of the 
Virgin Islands, and the receipt of the scroll to be taken 
back to the Mayor of Miami. 

The afternoon was spent in mass teaching and invit· 
ing the people of St. Thomas to a meeting aboard ship 
that evening. Radio coverage of this meeting was pro
vided by Lee Carle, of WVWI Radi'O. Some 200 came to 
this meeting and many became Baha'is. In all, 150 souls 
enlisted under the Banner of Baha'u'llith. A public 
meeting was planned for the next evening. 

Captain William Makrinos customarily holds a cock
tail party for guests on board. Since Baha'is do not 
drink, there was a gala reception instead. The Captain re
ceived each one with a handshake and "Allah'u'Abhat" 
So happy was he about the forty crew members who had 
become Baha'is that he set aside a room aboard ship for 
a Baha'i library and for meetings. The weather was 
beautiful, with only one day of moderately rough pass
age. Crew members found it almost unbelievable that 
Baha'is could be so happy day after day, without being 
intoxicated with anything but the power of the spirit and 
the love of God ~ 

As the ship approached the port of Miami, many of us 
were reflecting on the tremendous significance of the 
trip. The ship we had taken was originally built by the 
Germans as a gift of reparation to Israel after World 
War II and was called "The Jerusalem." It served for a 
time to take refugees to the Holy Land, then was oper
ated as a luxury cruise ship. When EI Al Airlines be
came well established, it was sold to Eastern Steamship 
Lines and renamed "The New Bahama Star." It seemed 
providential that this ship should have been selected to 
take the Baha'is to this historic Conference. 
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Coordinating Miami Events re.· Jamaican Conference 
By George Savitt 

The Baha'i Coordinating Committee for the Miami 
events in connection with the Jamaica Oceanic Con
ference of May 21-23, 1971, determined to make the most 
of the golden opportunities offered it to exploit the event 
locally, spent many hours developing plans which final
ly resulted in the following schedule: A large Unity 
Feast to be held on the eve of the sailing of the S. S. New 
Bahama Star, Sunday. May 16; a dockside ceremony the 
following day, at which the Mayor of Miami, David T. 
Kennedy, would present good-wj]l scrolls to our Na
tional Secretary, Glenford Mitchell, who in turn would 
present them to the mayors of Mayaguez, Puerto Rico 
and Kingston, Jamaica and the Governor of the Virgin 
Islands at St. Thomas; a proclamation meeting the 
evening of May 28, when the ship would return, and at 
which the Mayor would receive the return scrolls from 
the island dignitaries; and observance, at 3 a.m. the 
foHowing morning, of the Ascension of Baha'u'lIah, and 
an all-day post-conference meeting at which reports 
from the conference could be heard by F10ridians who 
were not able to attend. 

The Unity Feast, appropriately held in a room called 
"The Assembly" included besides the prayers and read· 
ings, an impressive recitation 01 some of the Hidden 
Words by Broward County youth: the singing by the 
Broward Singers of the prayer IIBlessed is the Spot" 
accompanied by appropriate slides depicting each 
scene portrayed in the prayer; greetings from those 
Auxiliary Board members present and the Deep South 
Road Show. It was an impressive Feast, with about 400 
attending. 

The lollowing day the committee nervously awaited 
the late arrival of the podium, the chairs and the public 
address system needed for the dockside ceremonies at 
which the Mayor was to present his good-will seroUs to 
Glenford Mitchell, Our prayers were answered and the 
Mayor appeared on the scene only moments after the 
eq4ipment was set up. 

After the opening prayer, as the Deep South Show 
peri-ormed and the chairman for the event was giving 
his send-off speech. the Mayor asked Mr. Mitchel! about 
the Faith. He then said that he had been a history 
professor and had attended many churches, that they 
diq not communicate, that only older people attended 
them. He was deeply impressed with the Baha'is, seeing 
all ages and colors in perfect harmony, and asked that 
his secretary be notified regarding the ceremony to be 
he1d at the proclamation meeting, where he was to 
receive the return scrolls from the Island dignitaries, as 
he wanted to be there, The Mayor was also presented 
with The Pro~Iamation Of Baha'u'Uci.h, as was al&O the 
Consul of Jamaica through an attache of his office. The 
ceremony was closed with a prayer for sale travel. 

The Coordinating Committee sighed with relief and 
marvelled at how Bah,,'u'llah had smoothed out the 
proceedings of both the Unity feast and the dockside 
ceremony, With one member on board the New Bahama 
Start the remaining members could not rest. There was 
publicity to be worked on and preparations for the 
return of the ship. before flying to the Conference. We 
still had a proclamation meeting and the post-confer. 
ence meeting to be prepared. 

Post-Conference Events 
Returning with a new spirit obtained in Kingston, we 

awaited the return of the ship. On the evening of May 28, 
we discovered that the Mayor would not be able to 
appear before 9:45 p.m. because he had an earlier com· 
mitment in the same hotel. OUf speaker for the evening 

was Dr: Dwight Allen, and with the change in plans 
needed, we moved Dr. Allen's talk in order to finish 
before the Mayor arrived on the scene. The Consul of 
Jamaica also attended. 

When the Mayor was presented with the beautiful 
scrolls, one a hand-painted scroll from the Mayor of 
Mayaguez, plus a gift-wrapped bottle of bay rum from 
the Governor of the Virgin Is1ands, he remarked that he 
had gotten the best of the bargain, and he referred to 
Glenford Mitchell as being the best good-will ambassa
dor he had ever had. He was deeply impressed once 
more with the new spirit which brought youth and 
adults together and said he wanted to come and meet 
informa1ly with the Baha'is here. 

The Mayor was also given a copy of The Gleanings and 
mentioned he had read part of the Proclamation of 
Bahci'u'l1.ah, saying it was a very deep book. The Consul 
of Jamaica was presented with an inscribed picture of 
the Wilmette House of Worship. About 450 attended this 
meeting, with a number of non-Baha'is included. 

Early the next morning, at 3 :00 a.m., some forty-five 

Miami: Mayor David T, Kennedy of Miami. Florida (rigMt re
ceives from Mr. Glenford E. Mitchell, Secretary of th.e Nahonal 
SpiTitua[ Assemb~y of the Baha'is Of the United States UI.1'ee 
scroUs as PIlTt of ceremonies connected wHh the Caribbea~ Con
ference. At left is Caswell Ellis, Coordinator at the Baha'i House 
oj Worship tn Wilmette, Hlinois, who assisted in the -present4-
hons. 
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persons attended the commemoration of the Ascension 
of Baha "u'llah honoring the Blessed Beauty Who had 
brought us aU the joys of the Jamaica Conference and 
the Miami events in connection with it. 

The post-conference report meeting was turned over 
to Baha'is who had attended the Conference and the 
shipboard institute on the S. S. New Bahama Star. The 
glowing reports included the miraculous details of the 
influx into the Faith of members of the crew of the ship, 
those on the islands visited and in Jamaica. There were 
slides taken at the Conference, a singing sessi'on by the 
Deep South Road Show and reports of lessons learned 
while masS teaching and of the methods they found 
successful. 

Publicity Media Widely Used 
The five Miami TV stations, several of the radio sta

tions and the local daily newspapers, as well as the \ ... ·ire 
services, were personally contacted and presented with 
press kits of the Jamaican Conference, and were made 
aware of the Miami activities in connection with it. 
Efforts were made to get the media to cover both the 
dockside ceremony and the proclamation meeting held 
after the return of the ship, as well as an interview with 
Dr. Dwight Allen, who would be available that after
noon. Two stations sent cameramen to the dockside 
ceremony. Interviews were sought for Linda Marshall, 
who was the only T.V. notable available before the ship 
sailed. She attended a meeting at the Miami-Dade Col
lege, and was interviewed on radio wron by Larry 
King, the most popular interviewer in Miami. Mr. Ben 
Levy was interviewed on a five-minute community pro
gram. Mrs. Barbara Barrett gave a short news release 
in Spanish on another channel. 

Eight papers, six in Greater Miami and two in 
Broward County. printed our releases. One paper 
printed two releases. The local public information rep
resentative, who is 'On a black radio station once a week, 
discussed the Jamaica Conference on this program, 
which was broadcast three times in one day_ Public 
service releases were sent twice to fifteen radio and four 
TV stations. Since there was no monitoring of the sta
tions, the actual results are unknown. One lady called 
in after hearing the announcement and asked if Dwight 
Allen was the noted educator who would speak, and 
when given an affirmative answer, said she would attend 
the meeting. 

In contacting the media, the two publicity representa· 
tives had a beautiful fireside for forty-five minutes with 
the program director of one of our more popular radio 
stations, and many questions about the Faith were asked 
by the manager of the UPI Service. 

-_. - -------

Members of the National Spiritua~ Assembly of Alaska fO'l' 
1971-1972. Front row: Dona~d A. Ander'son, 7'Teasurer; Mrs. 
Georgia Hais!er, Recording Secretary; Mrs. Janet Smith Secre
tary; Eugene King. Back row: Arthur Jess, Jr.; John kolstoe. 
Chairman; Mr3. Mary Brown; Robin FowleT Vice-ChaiTman' 
Blaine Reed. " 

The six Baha'is from Iceland chosen by the Icelandic community 
to attend the Canadian Nationa~ Conventioll in Halijax, Nova 
Scotia. Ice1.and achieved its goal oj fou.T Local Spiritual As-sem
blies this Ridvdn making possible the election oj tneiT National 
AS~'embltl next Ridvdn. one oj the Nine Year Plan goats. Back 
row, left to right: Gudmundur Bardarson, Anna MaggJl Pafs
dotttr, Ba1.dur B. Bragason, Front row, left to right: MaTgret 
BardardotHr, Svana EinarsdotHr, Jonina Njalsdottir. 

From Canada we receive news of one of the most -northerly 
Assemblies, the incorporation of the fiT:~t Locat SpiTitual Assem
My in the District of Fran~,din, FrObisher Bay, North Wed 
Territory. Members are, back row, left to Tight: Jim Noble, 
Slim Lubeseder, Don Greenaway, Vic Demers. Middle TOW: John 
Weetaltuk, Dorothy Weaver, Jacob Partridge, Sylvia DemltTs. 
Front: Nedra GTeenawali. 



Fifteenth Annual Convention of the Bahd'is of Anchorage, Alaska, ApTi~ 3D-May 2, 1971. See story in July Bahd'i News 

Continental Counsellor Mrs. Florence Mayberry and Auxilia1'tI 
Board members Howard Brown, left of M-rs. Mayberry. Ted 
Anderson, top left, and Jenabe Ca~dwe!t, top right, at the 
fifteenth Annual Convention of the BaM'is of Alaska. 

.-"- .. -~~ 
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In the canoe, preparing for the trip on the PUTari riV~T. At right, Sue PQdyer with two Baha'i youth. from Ora'av4.. 

papua: a /evel' :Jl'ip 
By Sue Podger 

In April, before election time, I planned a trip to the 
Gulf District of Papua. This is a flat area where the bush 
is dense and swampy and all travel is by river. There 
are four villages in this area where many Baha'is live. 
Due to difficulties in traveling, the Assemblies have not 
been assisted to function properly. The purpose of this 
trip is to deepen believers, to assist the Assemblies to 
hold their elections and also to bring back delegates for 
the National Convention in Lae. 

Baimuru was the village where the plane could leave 
me to continue the trip by canoe. From a phone call to 
the Postmaster in Baimuru I learned that most of the 
outboard motors were in the workshop for repair, and 
the only one ,-waiJable for hire belonged to the Patrol 
Officer and could take me swiftly to the farthest Baha'i 
village and bring me back; but that meant I could only 
visit Baimuru and Poroi, and omit the other villages. I 
did not despair, knowing God has ways, and said the 
Tablet of Ahmad. 

On board 'the plane there was an auditor, who, when 
learning of my plight, offered to assist. He arranged for 
the Baimuru Council boat to come for me at Poroi and 
then take me wherever I wished to go. 

There were at least fifteen people travelling in the 
large tree-trunk canoe owned by the Patrol Officer. The 
pilot was a Baha'i. When we stopped in a bush camp to 
spend the night I made my first talk. I considered that 
my talk was too complicated as most people here can
not read and write. I needed to give them what they can 
remember, and resolved in the future to be slow and 
simple, covering the main points. I would talk on the 
oneness of God, the oneness of mankind and of religion, 
give a short history of Baha'u'IHl.h and then train them 
in elections and the functioning of the Assembly. 

At Poroi 
We reached Puroi at noon the next day. As the people 

coming to meet the boat realized that under the large 
beach hat was a Baha'j they knew, they called out 
excitedly to the others. Almost all the villagers are 
Baha'is. They have built by themselves, an enormous 
Baha'i house in the center of the village, large enough to 
hold all the Baha'is. I stayed there too. 

A crowd of Poroi ladies came at once to meet me. 
They only speak their nplace-talk" as they have not 
travelled about as the men who also speak Motu or 
Pidgin. After the first smiles and greetings from the 
ladies I wondered what to do. Then I unpacked a beauti
ful children's scrapbook made by an old Baha'i of New 
Zealand, and sat down amid them all on the floor and 
looked at pictures with them. This was a help to com
munication. They exclaimed with delight at pictures of 
bicycles, motorcars, and each object but above all they 
loved pictures of people of different countries. In the 
afternoon I went for a swim with the women and girls. 
We would jump in the swift river and Hoat down to 
another point. 

That evening we combined food I had brought with 
theirs and had a big feast for everybody. Afterwards I 
made my simp1e talk which was translated, word for 
word into "place-talk". Using our small slide projector 
powered by a motorbike battery, I showed slides of the 
World Center, the lOOth Year Celebration, and some 
slides from their own area. We listened to Baha'i songs 
and songs from other lands on my cassette recorder. 
Then they sang for me, accompanied by the guitar. 
They were enthralled to hear their own voices on the 
recorder: 

An Eledion 
In the morning they all gathered again and began the 

election for five delegates to the National Convention. At 
first the women sat separate1y On the far side of the 
room. Before the Baha'i message reached them they 
were not used to taking part in men's affairs at all, but 
have been slowly growing accustomed to joining in, 
encouraged by visiting Baha'i teachers. I told them to 
come and join the men for they too were Baha'is, that 
we are all equal now. They realized this, but were un
willing to sit next to the husband of someone else. At 
last they were content to sit, each beside her own 
husband with all the single girls at the front and all the 
single boys at the back. Strict chastity is strong in their 
tradition, combined with other good features which 
gives them a spiritual strength. 



Akoma Baha'is outside Counsello.,.'s new unfinished housf!'. 

As no one in the village can read or write, we held a 
stick election. Five were to be voted for, so each person 
received five sticks, and one by one these were placed 
behind the people they chose. This is a refreshingly fast 
and easy method for them. Later they held their Assem
bly election in the same way. 

I gave them a cassette recorder, and arranged to send 
them tapes to listen to on Feast nights. This solv~d some 
problems about Feasts. 

The evening after the election, the villagers enter~ 
tained me with singing and dancing, the women wearing 
grass skirts and decorations. The singing is unusual; 
groups of thr'ee singing different songs simultaneously. 
The men performed dances of their ancestors. This 
continued all night long. 

Continuing the journey 
That night the Council can-oe arrived. In the morning 

we departed, taking the delegates on board. The journey 
was pleasant down the wide river, Clusters of red flow~ 
ers strung through the giant growth beside the river, like 
Chinese lanterns. Now and then great birds, almost 
prehistoric in appearance would suddenly rise into the 
air. My umbrella was a valued protection from the 
fierce sun, the wind and rain. 

The next village was very different as most of the 
children had been mission educated. Many mare river 
travelers had visited this village. The Baha'is were 
expecting me, and there, waiting on the bank. was f!1Y 
friend Kairi Api and retinue. We had entertamed hlm 
many times in Moresby when he came down as the first 
Papuan delegate to our first Convention. Now he wel
comed me warmly to his house, so neat, so clean and 
pleasantly decorated inside. What a lovely homey at
mosphere it was, and what a relief from fatigue and 
strain! He and his family served us tea and some went 
to summon all the Baha'is to a feast and a meeting that 
evening. At the meeting they looked at the slides. I 
showed them the election procedure, which they well 
understood. They told of another village whose people 
had asked for the Baha'i teachings. As I had no time to 
visit it myself, we planned that the teaching of this other 
village would be an activity of their Assembly. 

The next morning I showed them some posters I had 
made to illustrate the teachings with pictures alone. 
These were impressive to them, especially a simple one 
showing a bird escaping from a broken cage, flying 
towards the sun-this to illustrate life after death. 

Next we went to a large village near the mission 
station. We could feel a downcast spirit in this village as 
the grownups do not have enough work and the children 
have no school teacher. People from three nearby vil
lages heard of my arrival and came to a large outdoor 
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slide show, after which many people joined the Faith. 
Now this village has grown to be a large one with more 
people to teach in the three other villages nearby. I had 
a feeling that this Assembly would have sOme strong 
people on it, including one with plans to reform condi~ 
tions of the village. 

All through the next day we waited patiently for our 
canoe to return with more petrol. At last another one 
came, reporting that ours had broken down and was 
stranded in mid-river. I was lucky enough to be able to 
hire this second canoe. 

Akoma 
In latc afternoon we started off for Akoma, a coastal 

village. This was on April 20. We had a grand welcome 
there too. The people were delighted that I had come to 
help them with their elections. We held the slide show 
again, then gathered on the large floor of the Counsel
lor's new house, still under construction, for a Feast 
and the Assembly election. The community discussed 
at length the different functions of the Local Assembly, 
especially that of the Treasurer. I promised that I would 
send calendars so they could see clearly when to hold 
Feasts. 

At Akoma too, we enjoyed an excellent breakfast. 
Then we started off to visit another village where a 
group of Baha'is resided, one of them an old man who 
was a firm believer and one of the founders of the 
village. While we were talking there our canoe was 
almost stranded in the creek by the receding tide. Some 
of us rushed back just in time to push the heavy canoe 

Kairi Api of Mapaio standing on right. 



Women oj Porot with Sue Podger outside Baha'i house_ 

down the Jast outgoing trickle into the deeper water-a 
matter of urgency since this was the last day we could 
spend at this location_ Distances in these parts inevita
bly turn out to be longer than one would expect. It is 
unusual to travel on a tight schedule such as I had. We 
travelled many miles that day_ 

En route home we stopped at a village where the 
people had invited us to visit them. Some old people 
chatted affably with us but all the others were away 
fishing. Later we received a letter saying that if we had 
spent the night in that location, all the villagers would 
have declared. 

Difficulties with the Cauoe 
Under way again, we entered a narrOw tributary of the 

river, well shaded by gigantic sago palms on either side 
and there the driver discovered that he was short of 
petrol. So the heavy canoe had to be paddled with only 
one paddle around bend after agonizing bend_ Gnats 
from the mud banks were on the attack. My plans for 
reaching Baimuru where Baha'is were expecting us that 
day, were rapidly fading_ At last we entered another 
tributary where the water lay absolutely still, scum 
floating on the surface_ Despairingly, I said: "You can 
see this river is never going to join up with the big 
river" _ Sonai, from Poroi, and the others laughed 
loudly and there just around the next bend, was the main 
river. With a roar the motor came alive again as the 
pilot had saved the last few drops to run against the 
current of the big river_ Then the motor sputtered out 
just as the next village came into sight_ 

There in the gathering darkness we waited as a man 
went to fetch petrol from a nearby store for the last leg 
of the journey. We waited a long time and he had not 
returned when suddenly, from the opposite direction, 
came a roaring, flat bottom speedboat, with a light 
flashing over the water. Oh how I wished that was my 
boat! Then it swung towards the bank, and out leaped 
the pilot for the Patrol Officer. He had come to get 
me as the people of Baimuru were concerned that I had 
not returned_ Home we sped over the wide expanse of 
water, but reached Baimuru too late to see anyone that 
night. I fen exhausted into bed. 

Next morning we, the delegates and I, hurried to the air 
strip. The small plane was already overloaded and 
could not carry us. SQme of the Baimuru Baha'is had 
gathered at the airstrip, and checking with them on my 
list, found there were exactly nine Baha'!s there. I felt 
they would just make a new Assembly which would be 
strengthened by the delegates when they returned, and 
by other travelling teachers_ I taught them what I could 
in the time I had remaining. The plane returned and we 
took off. 

My journey, which had taken me to seven Baha'i com
munities and 250 miles by water, was close to its end. I 
knew the people were now stronger than before. I felt 
that I had been warmed by the great fire of their spirit 
and love. 

AUGUST 1971 

Lae Temple Site 

Those attending the National Convention of Papua and 
~ew Guinea visited the proposed Temple site and prayers 
were said. The site is on the side of a hill amidst the 
heavy rain fore_.;;t growth and offers a beautiful view of 
the flat land near the outskirts of Lac just above the only 
highway presently linking the New Guinec highlands to 
the coast. 
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National Conve1ltion ill Papua and New Guitlea 

Lae, New Guinea was the location of the National 
Convention on April 24-25. The enthusiasm was high 
throughout the Convention and topics of consultation 
showed the problems of the developing communities 
and a sincere desire to meet them. 

Hand of the Cause of God, H. Collis Featherstone, was 
present as a special representative of The Universal 
House of Justice and greeted the Convention on their 
behalf. He showed on maps the world-wide growth of the 
Faith and especially in their own area, 

Also present was Violet Hoehnke, Auxiliary Board 
member who has played a key role in the spread of the 
Faith in this locality and has witnessed the growth of the 
Faith from its few carHest believers through the forma
tion of the National Spiritual Assembly to its present 
growth. 

The RiQ-vim message was read in English and in Pid
gin. The report of the Secretary of the National Spiritual 
Assembly was translated into Pidgin. 

Delegates were encouraged to report back to their 
villages on returning, and to ask questions if they were 
not clear about the reports. 

Goals of the Nine Year Plan were listed as follows: 
Local Spiritual Assemblies: .1.ll--now 26, pending ap
proval; localities goal: 125, now 120; build two more 
teaching institutes, one in Papua, one in New Guinea; 
secure the site for the Temple and I:Ia~iratu'l-Quds; 
incorporate three Local Spiritual Assem blies: one nearly 
complete at Goroka; obtain recognition of Baha'i Holy 
Days and marriage certificate. 

Regional Teaching Committees reported seven As
semblies in Papua. Poroi has built a local l:ia~iratu'l
Quds Jarge enough to accommodate the entire village. 
There are three Assem blies in New Britain. New Guinea 
listed the election of eleven Assemblies with three more 
of sufficient num bers but physical difficulties prevented 
the elections in these localities. 

It was recommended and passed unanimously that 
the goals of the Nine Year Plan showing what remains to 
be done, be published in Kundu, also in Motu for Papuan 
distribution. Also it was recommended that a publica
tion explaining various Baha'1 teachings be made in 
Kudu for the benefit of local governmental officers and 
missionaries who might inquire in order that correct 
information be given. A newsletter in Kundu and Motu 
for Papua was also recommended. 

The National Spiritua~ AssemblY oj the BaM'is oj Papua, New 
Guinea, elected RU;ivrin 1971 .. Tamun Kosap. John Mills, Noel 
Bhlert, Lopena Vera, Margaret Bluett, Dan Himes, John Francis, 
Sue PodgerJ David Pod geT. 

The Convention thanked Mr. and Mrs. Heard for 
translating the New Garden into Pidgin. It was recom
mended that "A World in Harmony" tapes from Amer
ica be u$ed for the proclamation effort. Cassette tapes 
are in preparation, using Pidgin. A study is being made 
to find simple illustrated courses to translate into Pid
gin for widespread distribution, which would give vil
Jages something they can use repeatedly. 

The new National Assembly consists of six pioneers 
and three local-born believers who are well distributed; 
a Papuan living in New Guinea, a New Guinean living in 
Papua, and a member of the New Ireland community. 
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Oceanic Conference 
By Mary Tuataga 

The glorious and historic Oceanic Conference in Suva, 
Fiji was blessed with the presence of two Hands of the 
Cause of God, Mr. Collis Featherstone, representative of 
The Universal House of Justice, and Dr. Ral}matu'llah 
Muhiljir, with the three members of the Continental 
Board of Counsellors for Australasia, all the Auxiliary 
Board members for Australasia, and also COlUlsellor 
Mumt;hi from North East Asia. The more than 400 be· 
lievers who gathered in Fiji for this great occasion 
included nine Knights of Baha'u'llah, approximately 
forty members of National Spiritual Assemblies in Aus. 
tralasia, and believers from twenty-six countries. High
lighting this soul-stirring Conference was the knowledge 
shared by all present that this was the day when the 
indigenous believers of the myriad islands fn this great 
Pacific Ocean came forth to take their rightful place in 
the Cause of Baha'u'Jlilh. It was their Conference from 
the opening call by a Fijian believer to the cloSing 
prayer by a Cook Island Maori friend, and it was han
dJed with dignity, sincerity, devotion and love which are 

the hallmarks of the island peoples of the Pacific. Time 
and again during the Conference, reference was made to 
the pearls which lie hidden in this great ocean, but 
many indeed were the pearls in evidence at this victori
ous Conference. From the highJands of New Guinea to 
the atolls of the Gilberts and the Continent of Australia 
.. from every corner of the South Pacific they came 

with gentle smiles, loving hearts and eloquent tongues 
to proclaim their devotion and demonstrate their dedi
cation to the Cause of Baha 'u'll.:ih. 

Early in the evening of May 20th the friends gathered. 
in the beautifully decorated Conference Hall for the 
Unity Feast. After prayers in fourteen languages, a 
most loving welcome was given by Hand of the Cause of 
God, Mr. Collis Featherstone. How full must have been 
the heart of "Australasia's ov.m" Hand of the Cause as 
he looked out over that sea of faces and thought of the 
tiny gatherings of a few short years ago, and every heart 
in that hall seemed to beat with the one thought: "How 
great is the Cause of Bah.:i'u'llah!" 
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Suva, 5iji - ma';l 21-23, 1971 
Conference Opens 

Translated simultaneously into five languages, the 
Conference officially opened on May 21st when all pres
ent stood to show their love and respect for The Univer
sal House of Justice as its representative, Hand of the 
Cause of God Mr. Collis Featherstone came forward to 
read the message from that Supreme Body. A hushed 
and expectant audience drank in these beautiful words: 
·~Praised be to God that you have gathered to consult on 
the vital needs of the hour ~ Recalling the promise of 
Baha'u'llah 'Should they attempt to conceal His light on 
the continent, He will assuredly rear His head in the 
midmost part of the ocean and, raising His voice pro
claim; 'I am the lifegiver of the world!' We now witness 
its fulfillment in the vast area of the Pacific Ocean~ in 
island after island mentioned by the Master in the Tab
lets of the Divine Plan. How great is the potential for the 
Faith in localities blessed by these references!" Recall
ing the example set by those first heroic pioneers in the 
Pacific, Mother and Father Dunn and Martha Root, The 
Universal House of Justice reminded the friends in the 

P~c.ific of the words of the Master in the Tablets of the 
DlYme Plan when ~Abdu'l-Baha called for teachers 
I ~speaking the languages, severed holy sanctified and 
filled with the love of God," to "t~rn th~ir faces to and 
t~avel through the three great island groups of the Pa
Cific Ocean-Polynesia, Micronesia and Melanesia, , . 
with hearts overflowing with the love of God, with 
tongues commemorating the mention of God" to "de
liver the Glad Tidings of the Manifestation of the Lord of 
Hosts to all the people." 

Following this challenging message it is small wonder 
that when the call went out for pioneers and traveling 
teachers almost every seat in the hall was vacated as 
believers flooded the stage and overflowed down the 
aisles. Confusion reigned for a few minutes until Coun
sellor Harwood asked the friends to return to their seats 
and to fiU out forms during break periods. 

Kaleidoscope of the Conference 
Hand of the Cause of God, Mr. Featherstone said: HAll 

around us we see the declining world conditions ... we 

r 



Fijians in attendance at the Conferem:e. 

Baha'is from New Caledonia. 

Tongans at the Fiji Conference. 

Samoans at the Conference. 
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are witnessing the rolling up of the old world order ... 
but at Conferences such as this ,-.-'e see just a glimpse of 
the world to come ... the Kingdom of God on earth." 

Hand of the Cause of God Dr. Muhajir remarked "I 
remembe-l' that ttLere were about .seventeen people at the 
first Convention of the South Pacific and now look at the 
number present. Baha'u'llah has col1ected all the pearls 
of the Pacific Ocean and brought them here." 

Miss Thelma Perks reading the message from the 
Continental Board of Counsellors said: ~'This is truly an 
historical day for Australasia. It signalizes on the one 
hand the many great victories won for the Faith of God 
and on the uther the dawn of a new day in the Pacific 
area. " 

A Knight of Baha'u'llah recalled the words of the 
beluved Guardian that the people of the Pacific would 
travel to the far corners of the world pollinating the 
hearts of men with the love of Baha 'u'Uah. 

An island believer said: "This gathering is God's rain
bow in the PaC'ific." 

A Solomon Islands believer told of mass conversion in 
his islands and the great need for assistance in conSOli
dation work there. 

An Aborigine believer from Australia told how his 
people feel about the white man-told it beautifully, for 
as he spoke he was neither light nor dark, he was a 
Baha'i. 

A believer from Papua and New Guinea told of fifteen 
Local Spiritual Assemblies which could not be formed at 
RiQ.van because more experienced friends just could not 
get to these areas to assist with their formation. 

Counsellor 'Ala'i gave a capsule history of the early 
development of the Faith in the Pacific and the role of 
the pioneers. and said we were entering the era when the 
indigenous believers would be the teachers and the pio
neers would be the helpers. The truth of these words was 
very evident as representatives of every island group, 
men and women, youth and adults, spoke on such sub-
jects as consolidation, deepening, teaching the masses, 
giving to the Fund, the role of women, and many other 
subjects. They related their teaching experiences, some 
with tears, some with laughter, but throughout the Con
ference the keynote was on victory. The whole attitude 
was one of complete confidence that mass conversion 
would sweep through the islands and the only problem 
was how to keep pace with it, how to keep up with the 
consolidation and deepening work. A typical appeal was 
for teachers who could climb mountains and walk 
through the jungles to reach the waiting souls, and for 
pioneers to man the deepening institutes. Such a com
plete picture was given of the conditions, the plans and 
the needs in each island group that all present gained a 
much deeper understanding of the vast teaching field of 
the Pacific. 

A deep hush fell upon the gathering when prayers 
were offered simultaneously with The Universal House 
of Justice who had advised: "Offering simultaneous 
prayers shrines supplicating Baha'u'Uflh shower Divine 
blessings historic Conference open new phase teaching 
work throughout Pacific." 

The telephone hook-up with the friends gathered at the 
Jamaica Conference was another beautiful highlight of 
this wonderful Conference. 

No aCcOlUlt of the Conference would be complete 
without some mention of the music, the singing and the 
dancing which is so much a part of the life of the Pacific 
Island people. There were Baha'i songs by Indian chil
dren from Fiji, by youth, adults and children from 
every island group, and a gigantic singing hour led by 
Russ Garcia. There was a beautiful French song HA 
Call to Pioneer" composed by friends from the French 
territories which everyone found themselves humming 
later, and a proclamation song in Samoan composed by 
friends from those islands. There was dancing by the 
friends in the beautiful costumes of their islands, and 
there were skits, both serious and funny. 



VisitoTs from various near-by islands in the patio. 

Between sessions there were meetings especially for 
youth, and meetings between the Hands of the Cause, the 
Counsellors, the Auxiliary Board members and National 
Spiritual Assembly members to discuss specific plans 
and projects, so that every single minute of those few 
precious days wa s used to the best possible advantage. 

Hand of the Cause of God Mr. Featherstone and Mr. 
Jack McCants of Guam spoke eloquently at the public 
meeting. There were a number of declarations, and as 
one Fijian friend put it: "This Conference has been the 
greatest proclamation in Fiji: my country will never be 
the same again". 

Close of tbe Conference 
The hall was filled and silent, eyes were bright with 

tears as the Fijian friends came quietly to the stage to 
sing the haunting Fijian farewell which opened this last 
session. Then speaker Jack McCants broke the sadness 
by his opening words, liMy friends, Baha' u '1hlh loves 
you." He then reminded the friends that this was one of 
the last gatherings we would attend which had been 
called by our beloved Guardian and he suggested that a 
request go hom the Conference for flowers to be placed 
on Shoghi Effendi's grave. He spoke movingly of the way 
we should teach, saying there were only two ways, our 
own little way or God's way, and that it was like holding 
a beautiful fl-ower in our hands. The way of our own ego 
was like closing OUr hands and crushing the flower. To 
follow God's way is to open our hands and allow the 
flower to bloom. He urged study of the messages of The 
Universal House of Justice and reminded that "the 
name of the game is sacrifice". He said the Pacific 
Islands were a gold mine but we didn't have forever to 
mine them. 

Mr. Owen Batrick of New Caledonia informed the 
friends that although their new National Spiritual As. 
sembly was only a week old, they had already found two 
pioneers to go to the difficult Tuamotos and that money to 
send them had been provided by a Baha 'f from Persia. 
He said when we contemplate something we should find 
the way to get it done immediately. 

The Conference officially closed as Hand of the Cause 
of God Mr. Featherstone bade farewell with these words: 
"It is love that spreads the Faith ... Go back to your 
homes and spread that love." 

Presentation of Baha'i book: in Japanese languaf,e Existence of 
God ra the LioTary oj the Ryuk:yu VniveTStty rom the BahO.'i 
community oj Ok:inawa. by Miss Toni. Mantel, Auxiliary Board 
member. 

B!1hd'is '!f the Ba.di Youth. Cente~, Moundou, Chad, with pionee-r 
BIn Dams attendmg the first Natwnal Convention oj the Baha'is 
oj Chad. 
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Pakistan Achieves Goals 
Baha'is of Pakistan have been able to achieve all 

goals of the glorious Nine Year Plan. An eight-acre 
tract of land was purchased for the Temple site. The 
Baha'i Publishing Trust of Pakistan was incorporated. 
A site was acquired for the I:Ia?iratu'l-Quds of Dacca. 
Baha'u'Udh and the New Era was translated and printed 
in Urdu and Bengali. A facsimile of the Pyramid edition 
of the Essiemont book was produced. Tracts were pub
lished in Urdu, Bengali and Sindhi languages. Construc
tion work began on the I:!a~iratu'l-Quds at Rawalpindi. 
Quotas for other countrie3 were filled regarding the pro
posed Ma~briqu'l-AdJ)kars of Lisotho, Colombo and the 
one nearing completion at Panama. Great strides were 
made in the field of mass education in the last year. A 
printing press is being purchased to use in publishing 
Baha'i literature for the Baha'i Publishing Trust of 
Pakistan. 

The contributions of the Youth have been substantial 
in achieving these goals. 

The Pakistan National Spiritual Assembly plans to 
begin a training institute at Hyderbad and consolidate 
all the new centers and Assemblies. 

I'Mty-two new believers formed the first Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'ts of Sirjawa , Pakistan this year, 

Delegates to the Nutionu[ Convention of Pakistan this year, 

I, 
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A group of Baha'i ladies attending 
the Nahonal Convention of Pakistan. 

Twelve new believers accepted the Cause and formed the first 
SpiTitual Assembly of Thatta, Pakistan on April 21, 1971, 

~ottom right: Jacob Pc:tt'tridge, Frobisher Bay, NOT~h West.TeT~ 
Titories, the first Esktmo delegate to the Canad1an Nattvna! 
Convention, pictured at the Convention in Halifax, Nova S<:otia, 
sitting next to Husnieh Baha'i, who is a granddaughter. oj the 
bTother of Bllhci'u.'[[dh. She came to Canada from lsrae[ In 1966 
and -is the hostess at the Nationa[ Haziraru'!-Quds in Toronto. 
Man at tett, is not identified. 

Uganda-Relations with Their Government 

Uganda: The new President, General Idi Amin Dada, 
invited the heads of religions and churches to a meeting 
at his home a few days after the military take-over of 
the Government of Uganda. Among those present who 
were invited to attend were two members of the Nation
al Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Uganda. The 
President explained to the assembled representatives 
the reasons for the Army's take--over and assured them 
all that the Government for the Second Republic of 
Uganda would guarantee freedom of worship and called 
upon them to make every effort to unite the people and 
contribute fruitfully to the unification of Uganda. 

Upon the conclusion of the meeting, the Vice-Chair
man of the National Spiritual Assembly came forward 
and wanted to hand the President a copy of the publica
tion entitled Loya[ty to Government, and the President 
stopped and asked him to read it to the people present. 
The Baha'i representative then read the entire state. 
ment on Loyalty to Government, and when he COD

cluded his reading the President, General Idi Amin 
Dada, said in a very decided manner and tone uThis is 
right." The radio and newspaper men present imme
diately gathered around the Baha'i representative and 
took the statement from him and it was read several 
times on Radio Uganda in English and in the vernacular 
languages. The newscaster on T.V. gave a summary of 
it when he was reading the national news that night. 
Uganda has never before had such sound and good 
publicity for our beloved Faith. 

It is interesting to note that this broadcast has brought 
new life to many of the Baha'is who were otherwise not 
heard of or from for quite a long time. They are now 
writing to the Baha'is in Kampala expressing great joy 
for having heard the news and the statement on the 
radio. 

Recently the President invited the Churches and re
ligious communities in Uganda to send representatives 
to a Religious Conference held in a place called Kobale 
in the Western Region of Uganda. The Baha'i Commu
nity was represented by Auxiliary Board member Mr. 
Peter Mutabazi. At the closing session which was held in 
Kampala at the beginning of June, the Community was 
represented by Hand of the Cause of God Mr. Olinga and 
Auxiliary Board member Mr. Peter Mutabazi. 

~THE NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE BAHA'is OF 
UGANDA JUNE, 1971. 

• 

if 
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Eleventh Convention of the Dominican Republic 
By Caroline Holf 

The Eleventh Annual Convention of the Baha'is of the 
Dominican Republic was held April 20-May 2, attended 
by delegates and visitors from most of the provinces 
within the country, Special guests were Mrs. Carmen de 
Burafato, a member of the Board of Counsellors for 
Central America, representing The Universal House 
of Justice, and Felix Ramon Gomez, Auxiliary Board 
member. The love, wise counsel, and enthusiasm dis· 
played by them helped to create an atmosphere of dedi
cation to_ the Cause which prevailed throughout the 
Convention. 

A major portion of the time was devoted to carefully 
considering the messages from The UniverSal House of 
Justice and the Continental Board of Counsellors. In its 
cable to The Universal House of Justice, the Convention 
was happy to announce that at RiQ,van, the national 
community had met one of the goals of the Nine Year 
Plan, that of the establishment of fifteen Local Spiritual 
Assemblies. In addition, the news was shared that, stimu
lated by the RiQ.van message of The Universal House of 
Justice, volunteers had arisen to accept responsibility 
for completing within a month the opening of the re
maining provinces in the country. another of the goals 

of the Plan. It is hoped that the last two years of the 
Plan, therefore, can be devoted to the consolidation of 
goals won and to the opening of additional localities to 
the Faith to help compensate for those countries in the 
world in which teaching the Faith is at present impossi~ 
bJe. 

After hearing the annual reports of the national com
mittees, the election of the National Spiritual Assembly 
took place. It was conducted in a prayerful atmosphere, 
with eighteen of the nineteen delegates voting, fourteen 
voting in person and the others by mail. 

The la~t day of the Convention was devoted to recom
mendations made by delegates to the National Assem
bly. The establishment of a national summer SChool, 
increased num bers of weekend institutes, and the educa
tion of the national community about the needs of the 
Funds and -of individual responsibility toward them 
were only a few of the major items considered. 

When the time arrived for the closing of the Conven
tion with remarks by Mrs. Burafato, each had been 
imbued with new enthusiasm and increased devotion to 
the Cause of Baha 'u 'llah. 

National Spi.ritual Assembly: Lett to Right: Rowen HOtJ1 Chairman; Benito A~ejandro PeTeZ; Lepido D1.mln; Felix 
Ramon Gomez Auxiliary Board membeT; MrS. Carmen ae Burajato, member of Board of Counsellors; Mrs. Sheila 
Rice-Wray Treasurer; Austin Roland, Vice Chm.; Regino Pepin,, __ Recording Secretary; and DanHo Rodriquez. 
Missing: Rafael BenZ'dn, Corresponding Sec:retarll; and WHfred Routnd. 

T 
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National Convention in Uruguay 

On April 23-24, 1971, friends and delegates gathered at 
the National Baha'i Center in Montevideo for the 
eleventh annual National Convention. This year there 
were nineteen delegates from eight Assemblies. The 
Convention was honored with the presence of Continen
tal Board Counsellor S. Athos Costas whose presence 
and practical recommendations were a source of guid
ance for the delegates' deliberations. Five new Local 
Spiritual Assemblies were formed and with this the Nine 
Year Plan goal of nine Local Assemblies has been 
achieved and surpassed. 

Members of the National Spiritual Assemblv of the Bah4'is Of 
Uruguay. Front TOW, left to Tight: Edward Bekhn; M., ... Maudtl 
Gras-seLly TT£cuntrer; Mrs. Ana Maria HeTnandez; MT •. Eva 
MOTeira. Rea:r, left to righ.t: Leopoldo Ca1'abal!.o; Mr. Amin'uUdh 
Mandegari, ChatTma.n; AnQlel Toffolon, Rec01'ding Sec-reta.T]I; 
Gilbert GTasse![y, Secretary; Pablo. Almada. 

Convention: Mrs. Carmen de Buratato is in th.e first row, seated, holding The Greatest Name. Felix Ram6n Gomez, 
AuxHiary Board member :is in the .second row, third tram the right. 
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Blessed Spots In Bolivia, Ecuador and Peru 
At San Francisco. ChaparE!. Bolivia in MaTch. 1971. The teuchin9 
team ('(Insists oj Regina[d Baskin, left: Dorothy Hansen, center: 
and Louise Jackson. right, with two new believers. 

Esmera.!das, Ecuador. On a teQching tour arc, left to right: 
Ben and Dorothy Hansen; Jane' Cz€rniejewski. formerly of 
Winnetka, Illinois and Jose Lucas, a member oj the NahanaI 
Spiritual Assembly of Ecuador. 

STU. Pa~mn Teads from the newly translated words of BaM'u'
Hcih in Quechua in the garden oj th.e Baha'i Institute in Otavalo, 
Ecuador. 

Tra1J€ling teacher Dorothy Hansen with some of the Baha'is 01 
Tinea. Peru. Here a youth team opened t.,itlages in the Cayahonde 
de HUTaz area 0/ the disastrous earthquake oj last year. 

If 



Leque Project: Characterisfic 0/ this area: Attiplano freezing 
temperaturE's, 5,600 meters a[titude. perilous, icy. mow·c[)vE"red 
'Toads. Domingo, driver of the jeep. €llToHing new beliel1ers. 
Th.irty-eight entered in two hOUTS. 

....... 1? .,... ~ 

A deepening study course he~d at Uncia, /l{orth Potosi. Borivia 
on Februa1'Y 13-17, 1971. The friends arosE' to go out to teach 
immediatel!/ after the dasses. 

A nativE' beHever deepening course held in Sacueu, Altiplano, 
Potosi, Bolivia, November IV-H, 1970 at the home oj Dougla.s 
Jones. North American pioneer. Continenta~ Board member, 
Massud Khamsi, ,;tanding at lett, back; AuxHiuTJl Board memlH~T 
AndTes JachakoUo. at right with orief casE'. The inlaid wood 
plaQ'ue oj The Greatest Name was made over many months by 
the young man holding it. During this course there were six 
fflml!ments of Normal Schoo! students studying to become Tural 
teachers. 

Department of Cochabamba, "ChapaTe Project" March 1971. 
CharadeTistics of this IlTea: jungle heat. travel by river boats 
sleeptny on cow hides, on boat planks, unde1' mosqUito netting, 
sudden tor1'ential showers, innume-rab!e bHin(l insects. Sabi.no 
9rtifla, Bolivian :pioneer. standing, with Reginald BaSKin, teach. 
mg tn San Fran('tsco. Twelve enrollments resulted hen? 

City of Cochabamba, Athos Costas, Continental Board membeT. 
teaching in San Migu.el. Left, at front, Masstts Khamsi, Conti.· 
nental Board member. Yolanda Pulley and Dorothy Hansen an 
in 1he group and Gizelda Zonnenjeld with another team is 
teaching in the background. This is near a large native market 
where mass conversion began in Cochabamba on January J, 
1971. 

Carrying out the idea of RulLiyyih J1:.h-anum in teaching indige
nous people to appreciate their native a1't and culture is this 
lraveHng museum in OruTo, Bolivia, assembled by DOTOth1l 
Hansen during her teaching trip to Peru and BotitJia. 

T 



Cork. Eire: The first Spiritual Assembly. The fiTst BaJui'! in Cork, 
Mrs. Maude Bennett. ha.s been confined at St. Luke's Hospita[ 
101' many years, and though erected to the Assembly could not 
be PTesent. Other members are, back TOW, left to rlght: Peter 
Trundle, John Morley, Stephen Ader. John Charles Tu:rnE'r and 
John C. TUTner. Front row, Mrs. Val MOTley, MTS, Shinn Ader 
and M TS. Louise TU1'ner, 

Comoro Island 

From the National Spiritual AssemblY of the Baha'is 
of the Indian Ocean we learn· that Com oro Island has 
elected its first Local Spiritual Assembly at RiQ-vim, 
thus accomplishing its goal for the Nine Year Plan. 
Reunion Island has raised its num ber of- Assemblies from 
five to eight. Malagasy Republic has increased from 
four to eight. Seychelles also has increased from fOUf to 
eight, three more than called for in the Nine Year Plan. 
Mauritius has fifty·four Assemblies now, while there 
were forty-five last year. which makes fourteen over the 
number specified by the i'rline Year Plan. The friends are 
already in the field workfng with renewed vigor and 
enthusiasm so there is a great prospect that the remain
ing goals will be achieved. 

AUGUST 1971 

FINLAND: Many teachers of religion in secondary 
schools are pastors of the Lutheran Church. There have 
been two Tampere Baha'is and one Lahti Baha'i acting 
as teachers. The doors are open, if we could only find 
mOre t~achers for the next school year. During 1970-1971 
the Faith has been presented in three locations in Tam
pere, in Kangasala and in Nokia, in a tot~l of ten 
schools, with twenty-four lectures and twenty-five 
classes to 816 stUdents . 
. A Baha'i Club was organized at Tampere University 
In March 1971. At the founding meeting there were six 
Baha'is and nine pre-Baha'is. A Baha'i exhibit was held 
in Nokia Library recently and at the same time an 
interview with Turadj Miraftabi was printed in the local 
newspaper. (From the English Language Section of 
Finnish Baha'i News, May 1971) 

NIGERIA: A seven-page booklet 'AFO ED! BAHA'I' 
(You Are a Baha'i) was translated into Efik by two 
National Spiritual Assembly members Mr. Kingsley J. 
Umoh and Daniel T. Udobot, and may be published 
soon. 

Mrs. Eulalia Barrow Bobo from the United States stayed 
in Nigeria three months visiting Baha'i communities in 
Akure, He-Odan, Kaduna, Calabar, Akpabuyo Area, 
Lagos and Port Harcourt. The Baha'is of Lagos and 
Apapa organized joint activities for Mrs. Bobo. First she 
was interviewed on teleVision, then she addressed a 
press conference which lasted for three and one-half 
hours. Leading newspapers were represented and some 
clergymen were present. It was an unusual thing to 
have such a response from the press. Immediately after
ward, Mrs. Babo was again interviewed on television. 
All leading papers reported the press conference and 
featured the television appearance. During the stay of 
Mrs. Bobo in Nigeria, the Faith has become known to 
thousands of people in the country who had not heard of 
it before. (From Nigerian Baha'i News no. 3) 

National Spiritual Assembly of Guatamala, Newly Elected 
Seated, left to ris;Jht: Aura de Sierra; Edith McLaren, AuxHiary Board member; Louise CasweH, SecTetrU'J/: .'·liar/ol] 
Tyler; The~ma Chapman. Standing, left to right: Oscar Sierra, Recording Secretary; Morris Chapman. Chairman. 
Betti Zinga!i; Joe ZingaU, Treasurer; Lewis CTeitz. 

T 
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The M'lSSion of Baha'u'nah. Selections from the Holy 
Writings of the Bawl" Faitb. All of the selections in this 
booklet are taken from Gleanings from the Writings of 
Bahci.'uJUah. They give a concise concept of the Revela
tion of Baha'u'llah, arranged under these topics: The 
Purpose of Creation; The Prophets of God; Progressive 
Revelation; The Day of Fulfilment; The Soul of Man; 
The Duty of Man; World-wide Regeneration; The Way 
to Unity; The Eternal Faith of GOd. A brief introduction 
orients the reader to the time and place of the Revela
tion of God for this new Day. 

Many Baha'is wi1l recall this compilation which was 
originally compiled for the 1953 Jubilee. It has now been 
prepared in 51,2" x 81;:2" size, with antique gold cover. It 
enables Baha'is to place the Creative Word into the 
hands of receptive people in an inexpensive but appro
priate form. 
10 copies ........................................ $ 2.50 
50 copies ............. " .......................... $10.00 

The Goal of a New World Order. By Shoghi Effendi. The 
title of this booklet, which is also one of the chapters 
contained in The World Order of BCthci'u'Ucih, points 
precisely to the theme. Although written in 1931, its 
analysis of the causes of the world's problems is as 
applicable today as when written. Its presentation of the 
guiding principles of world order, given in the Teach
ings of Baha 'u'lhlh, receive their clearest and most 
challenging expression in this communication original
ly addressed to Baha'is. Amatu'I-Baha Rul)iYYih 
Khanum, during her visit to Wilmette in June, 1970, 
expressed a desire to see this vital letter from the be
loved Guardian again published as a separate piece. 
Baha'is will find it extremely useful in these days of 
proclamation of the }'aith of Baha. 'u'lJah. 

The Goa~ oJ a New Wor[d Order has been produced in 
51h u x 8¥.o!" size, with gold cover, matching in format The 
Mission of Bahri 'u'rftihJ mentioned above. Together they 
form an impressive presentation of the Baha'i Faith. 

10 copies ...................................... $ 2.50 
50 copics ....................................... $10.00 
Order above items through your Baha'i community 

library service 
Baha'i Publishing Trust 

415 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette,llIinois 60091 

Faith Proclaimed in 
"Bahil'u'llah Calls the World" was the headline over a 

detailed article on the Baha'i Faith published in Trier. 
Germany. The article resulted from an extensively cov
ered press conference on April 29, 1971 about "A Divine 
Politic" which so stimulated interest that it lasted near
ly three hours. A partiCipating Baha'i stated that a tele
vision reporter was most unhappy that he had not earlier 
realized the importance of the event and had therefore 
not brought his television broadcasting equipment. 

It is significant that this breakthrough came from 
Trier, which has the honor of beirig the only city in 
Germany specifically mentioned as a goal city by The 
Universal House of Justice in the Nine Year Plan. 

A news interviewer far Armed Forces Radio Network 
(not yet a Baha'i) said of the Faith that it was "the most 
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Goals Opened in Eastern Caribbean 
With the assistance of two French-speaking travel

ing teachers in Martinique and Guadaloupe, two virgin 
goals of the Baha'is of the Leeward, Windward, and 
Virgin Islands have been opened as well as another 
locality where no Baha'is had resided. The total number 
of new believer::; on the French-speaking Caribbean 
islands has now reached fifty-seven. 

The traveling teacher~ were Mrs. Lea Nys and Mrs. 
Shanta Murday. They visited the islands together and 
separately during Apt'iI and May. From Martinique and 
Guadaloupe thcy traveled to the virgin goal islands of 
Isles des Saintes and S1. Barthelemy (St. Barts.) Twenty
four waiting souls were found therc. On the island of 
Maria Galante, off the southern coast of Guadaloupe, 
where there were no Baha'is, twenty-four more new 
believers were enrolled. 

During this time declarations were made by five peo
ple in Martinique and four in Guadaloupe. The friends 
on these islands were made joyous not only by the 
teaching effOrts of the traveling teachers but also by 
the sharing of their Feasts and celebrations with their 
enthusiastic visitors. 

German Newspaper 
rapidly growing Faith. undoubtedly. on the face of the 
earth. " 

There have been significant breakthroughs in Ger
many which will lead, through the grace of God, to the 
unfoldment of the destiny of the German Baha'i COm
munity a ... a destiny which calls the German followers 
of Baha'u'llah to be 'the torch-be<;lrers of the light of 
Divine Guidance to the neighboring countries in that 
continent' and to 'spread out into Eastern and Southern 
Europe, and beyond these spheres into the heart of 
Northern Asia, as far as the China Sea.'" (From the 
mes:::;age of The Universal House of Justice to the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Germany on 
January ll, 197L) 
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First Junior High School Bahi' Club 

Bahel'{ News To Be Put on Subscription Bas;s 
BAHA'i NEWS will be distributed to members of the 

American Baha'j community on a subscription basis 
beginning October 1, 1971. The yearly SUbscription rate 
will be $6.00. 

This decision was reached by the National Spiritual 
Assembly for purely economic reasons. Ever since its 
first appearance in 1924, this international publication 
has been mailed to the American believers free of 
charge. However, the accelerated growth of the com
munity makes it impossible for the National Fund to 
continue to bear the heavy production costs. During the 
last fiscal year, the production of BAHA'i NEWS and the 
NATIONAL BAHA'I REVIEW cost $62,000. In 1970, the monthly 
run was 21,500 copies; by early 1971 this figure had to be 
increased to 33,500. It is the hope of the National Spiritual 
Assem bly that subscriptions will meet a large portion, 
if not all, of the production costs. 

The decision to put BAHA'i NEWS on a SUbscription 
basis will not effect current arrangements for distribut
ing BAHA'i NEWS in other countries. 

Shoghi Effendi expressed the hope that BAHA'i NEWS 
would "become the foremost Baha'i journal of the 
world;" and advised that it "should be made as repre
sentative as possible ... replete with news, up-to-date 
in its information, and should arouse interest among 
believers ... in every corner of the globe." BAHA'i NEWS 
has striven to live up to these objectives, which are 
supported by the expressed wish of The Universal House 
of Justice that its publication be continued. The journaI 
provides an effective means of communicating to bew 
lievers in every land the world-wide progress of the 
Faith and thereby stimUlates the work of the Cause 
everywhere. As an historical record, BAHA'i NEWS is 
valuable for research and is indexed annually. 

A positiVe response to this new development in its life 
is necessary if BAHA'i NEWS is to continue to fulfill its 
vital purpose. The friends everywhere are therefore 
urged to send in their subscriptions now. and certainly 
by September 12, so that they can receive the October 
issue. 
Subscriptions should be mailed to: 
Baha'i Subscription Service 
415 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091 

Seated in front of the Howard Junior High School in 
Wilmette, Illinois are four members of the first official 
Junior High School Baha'i Club in the United States. 
From left to right are Susan Pelle; Nikki Worth, Chair
man: Charlie Johnson; and Andy Marks, Treasurer. 
Missing from the pkture are the two other members, 
Patti Bower t Secretary; and Glen Losey. 

The Club has been formed since April of this year and 
already has organized several firesides as well as bowl
ing and swimming activities. Several members of the 
Club accompanied their parents to the Caribbean Con
ference. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly at the Baha'is of the United 
States, as a news organ reporting current activities of the Baha'i world community. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annual1y appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Evelyn Hardin. Managing Editor; Miss Charlotte 
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To All National Spiritual Assemblies 

Dear Baha'i Friends, 

We have noted with deep satisfaction that some Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies have already initiated plans 
to befittingly commemorate the Fiftieth Anniversary of 
the passing of 'Abdu'l~Baha and the inception of the 
Formative Age of the Baha'i Dispensation, 

We feel it would be highly fitting for the three days, 
November 26 to 28, during which the Day of the Cove
nant and the Anniversary of the Ascension of 'Abdu'l
Baha occur, to be set aside this year by all National 
Spiritual Assemblies for specially arranged gatherings 
and confere-nC'f's, convened either nationally or locally 
or both. on the three followmg main themes: The Baha'i 
Covenant, The FormativE" Ag£'. and The Life of 'Abdu']
Baha. 

We hop£" that th{'s€' gatherings will serve to intensify 
the consecration of the workers in the Divine Vineyard 
in every l.<md, and provide them with the opportunity, 
especially in thE" wah-he ... of the night of that Ascension, 
when thf"Y wi1l be commemorating the passing hour of 
our Beloved Master, to renew their pledge to Baha'u'llah 

--... , ........ ,_. 
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and to re-dedicat(" themselves to the accomplishment of 
the as yet unfulfilled goals of the Nine Year Plan. 

The Hands of the Cause in the Holy Land, the mem
bers of The Universal House of Justice, and all resident 
and visiting believers at the World Center wi1J, on that 
memory~laden night, visit the Shrine of that Mystery of 
God on behalf of the entire Community of the Blessed 
Beauty and will supplicate for the stalwart champions 
of the Faith laboring in the forefront of so many fie1ds 
of service and winning fresh triumphs in His Name, for 
the self-sacrificing believers without whose support and 
sustained assistance most of these victories could not 
be achieved, and for those who will be inspired to join 
the ranks of the active and dedicated promoters of His 
glorious Cause at this crucial stage in the development 
of the Plan, that we may alJ meet our obligations and 
discharge our sacred trust, thus making it possible in 
the latter months of the Plan for our entire resources to 
be devoted to an even greater expansion of the Faith in 
its onward march towards the spiritual conquest of the 
pJanet. 

July 12, 1971 

With loving Baha'i greetings, 
- THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

-----~---.-------

youth _')'!mpoJi!tm - ofan'Jenhain, (Jerman,! 
By Carolee E. Brackett 

"Mount your steeds, oh heroes of God t" Do you hear 
the cry? Do you hear the caB issued forth inviting the 
world to arise and join the march of victory? A new 
spirit has been born! Awaken, awaken~ Can you feel it? 
Can you see it? Will you join it'? "Mount your steeds, oh 
Heroes of God!" Just as at Fort Shaylill Tabarsi, a 
spark has been kindled which wilJ soon grow into a 
flame of fire igniting the whole of Europe, enveloping 
that continent in a light so intense and brilliant as to 
cause the heads of all to turn their faces towards the 
source of the light and behold the Glory of God-waiting 
-loving! 

Participating with over 100 enthusiastic Baha'i youth 
were Hand of the Cause of God Mr. WilHam Sears, 
members of the Continental Board of Counsellors, An-

neliese Bopp and Erik B1umenthaJ, members of the 
Auxiliary Board, Doris Katzenstein and Anna Gross.. 
mann, and all of the members of the National Spiritual 
Assem bly of the Baha'is of Germany. 

Under the protective umbrella of the Most Great 
Name, this symposium was one of victory and promise: 
victory over the past and promise of the future. Apathy 
is gone. A new spirit is born through the grace of God. 
The gathering was bJessed with over one hundred in· 
spired youth-all so filled with the love of Bahil'u'll"h 
that it resulted immediately in nine declarations. 
Through this same love and desire to serve, twenty-six 
new teaching teams arose. Out of it all came the birth of 
the German Dawnbreakers-radiant Baha'i youth cho
rus dedicated to spiritually conquering the continent 

The group in front of the Bah(j'{ HO'l4se ot Worsh.ip, Germany. 
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through the songs of the heart. 
These were not the only blessings: a message from The 

Universal House of Justice, all the members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Germany, two members 
of the Continental Board of Counsellors, two Auxiliary 
Board members, and Hand of the Cause of God Mr. 
William Sears and his wife. Mr. Sears, stirring the 
wakening souls onward toward complete, ultimate and 
total victory likened this gathering to the gathering in 
the garden of BadaWt. He said: "Tahirih. at Bada:illt 
threw off the veil and broke with the past. She said 'I 
am the trumpet blast of the last days/ and all of the 
Babis in that day forgot the past. 1 was thinking of this 
country where it has been slow-for seven years we only 
had six Assem hUes, now we have to make twenty-five 
Assemblies in two years. Now is the time with the trum~ 
pet blast. From this conference I hope something won
derful will happen in Germany. Every day a new song, 
an ode was composed. The believers sang the way to vic
tory saying 'The past is over; all that is finished and it's 
a new day.' I hope that is what will happen here and 
you will begin to start the new day and bring on and ful
fill this glorious destiny of Germany. This conference is 
much like Badasht when everything was changed and a 
whole new spirit began all through Persia and the world. 
They were almost all young and they went on foot into 
all of the nearby villages. That is really why we are 
here. I can see all over Germany, from your faces, the 
goals already beginning to be fulfilled." 

At the time Mr. and Mrs. Sears departed there had 
only been seven declarations. He said~ "Already you 
have seven new Baha'is. That's one for each of the years 
of the plan gone by and now the doors are thrown wide." 
As if in proof of this statement, there were two more 
declarations, and then there was one for each year of the 
Nine Year Plan. The valiant horsemen ripped the doors 
to complete victory from their hinges and began to 
charge through onward toward Fiesch. At every turn of 
the road there was Divine confirmation. 

During one of the early sessions we sat discussing 
methods of mass teaching with an illumined soul active
ly invo1ved with mass teaching in the Deep South. He 
had come straight from pilgrimage, unknowing1y, into 
the heart of this gathering. As he was speaking there 
came the unmistakable call to action. A group of about 
seventy-five German hikers came from the House of 
Worship exclaiming "Baha'i, Baha'i, Baha'i." We went 
to meet them, greet them, and 'give them the loving 
message of Baha'u'llah. We never returned to the dis
cussion. With hearts steeped in the love of God we rode 
the wave of Divine Guidance and diffused into the coun
tryside to spread the fragrance of the Blessed Beauty 

-,_ .. 
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Counsellor AnneHese E. BopJ). Auxiliary BO(l.1'd member D01"ia 
Katzenstein, Han.d of the Cause of God William Seetf"B. 

far and wide. 
Watch for the results, listen and you too will hear the 

echoes reverberating throughout the valleysl the wilder· 
ness, the mountain, the forests, and the seas: °Mount 
your steeds, oh heroes of God!" 

Langenhain, June 13, 1971. Suddenly speechless were 
the fifty Baha'is from Stuttgart and the surrounding 
area who had COme to Langenhain in a bus. Was it or 
was it not Rlil;1iyyih Khanum? Yes, it was [ Rul):iYYih 
Khanum visited the House of Worship for a short time 
while passing through. What happiness it was for the 
friends who were there t 

Seventll~ftve German hikers, seekers. 
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Con6cioU6ne66 • In 

Something new is happening in Italy. If until recently 
this country. torn by political and social unrest, seemed 
to be spiritually indifferent, now it is gaining a new 
consciousness. The Baha'i community. rapidly growing 
in native adherents, is animated with a fresh spirit and 
determination to teach the Cause of God at every level. 

Youth Scbool 

The National Baha'i Youth School was held in Pisa, a 
goal town, from April 9-11. The program consisted of 
study groups and a final round-table discussion. The 
last day was dedicated to teaching, The "Dawn~Break
erg" sang Baha'i songs, alternated at intervals by brief· 
ings on the Faith. This took place in the square facing 
the Cathedral and the Leaning Tower. Walking along on 
this sunny Easter holiday, many natives and tourists 
stopped to inquire about the posters, asking the meaning 
of the word "Baha'i" and what the Faith teaches. It is 
interesting to note that the square of the Cathedral is 
property of the Church and it was necessary to obtain 
official permission to have this occasion. A public con
ference followed, which was advertised by posters 

placed in various parts of the city. Eight new believers 
resulted from this effort as well as three offers to go 
pioneering. 

Weekend at IsJand of Iscbia 
The weekend of May 1-2 was devoted to teaching on 

the Island of Ischia, organized in collaboration with a 
group of resident pioneers. This island is a goal of the 
Nine Year Plan and it was the first time the Faith was 
pubUcly proclaimed. 

For two days the "Dawn-Breakers", a singing group, 
performed in the main square, They sang Baha'i songs 
and songs of peace, and attracted a large audience, 
especially of young people, who were drawn by the 
posters with quotations from the Baha'i Writings. Many 
questions were asked and answered by Baha'is present. 
Enthusiasm grew so that a large group attended the 
conference on the theme "Baha'i World Faith and 
World Unity". Some were so eager to learn mOre that 
they did not Jeave untillatc in the night, As a follow·up. 
firesides were held with interested young people partici
pating. Several natives of Ischia made their declara
tions of Faith. 

Nationalltalian Youth. School, Pisa, April 10, 1971. 
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"TI1f' Dflwn-BTPl']kl"r.~", Bl']hrfi .'I''inging group during the Buh<i'i weekend, May " 1971 at fschia lstand, Ha!y. 

National Youth Symposium in San Marino 

FrJends from all Italy par"iir'ipated in the National 
Youth Symposium m San Marino on June 1-3. The main 
purpose of thi;.; meeting was to make plans for the 
F.uropean School to bf" hf"ld in Fiesch, Swit7.erland in 
August. There was a public debate Hbout the Faith one 
f"vE'ning. attended by leaning pf>rsonalities of the Repub
lic. Beforf" the Symposium was over tour pE"rsons ac
("ppt(>d th(> Faith. The spirit was so pervasiv(> that a11 
Baha'is presf"nt WE're inspired to work harder to achieve 
all goals before the end of the Nme Year Plan. 

In Perugia 

Th{" Baha'i community of P(>rugia prpsented Procla
mation of Bah6'u'Hcih to the Mayor of the {'ity. Report
f'rs were pre~ent on this occasion and articles with 
photograph were published in the nE'wspapif"r with a 
widE"' circulation. The eve-nt was broadcast on thr local 
radio program. The Mayor receivrd the volume with 
great courtesy and asked to be invited to the next 
Baha'i eVE'nt of thE' city. The Bishop of Pe-rugia was also 
pr~,ented with th~ book He talked at length with 
B~ha'is about rf"li~ious problE'm::: and s{"eme'd to show 
somE;' interpst in thf' Faith. 

Sure1y this new cflnsci(lusness in Italy wil1 bring forth 
a bountiful harvest ~ 

Right. Nf'ldy er(>r-f('d rnem tWTS of th(" NatTeJTll']j. Spt7'it1UlI As· 
spmhlll of lta111 at flip atlTl1wf ('onrf'ntion. Rome. AprH 25, 1971. 

- ----
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Midway Report-Youth Pro;ect In Switzerland 
By Daniel Schaubacher 

The thirty youth from the United States divided into 
five main teams and accompanied by local believers, 
started a vigorous direct teaching campaign from sev
eral centers located in urban, rural and mountainous 
areas of Switzerland, soon after lea ving the briefing 
conference held in Schaffhausen, in the beginning of 
July. Language and social barriers were soon overcome 
with the help of songs, warm fellowship and local 
Baha'is. The teaching method consisted of meeting with 
people in large gatherings, on the street, in villages, in 
the fields, in recreation areas, and in engaging in con
versation centered on the coming of Baha'u'Uah. Those 
expressing an active interest were invited to study and 
join the Faith, and to attend 'IUnity Feasts tl for the an
nouncemellt of whjch special posters and handouts read
ing "BAHA'U'LLAH/CALL TO UNITY" had been pre
pared in four languages. 

Such feasts or firesides are either hosted by local 
Baha'is or held in public hans, in restaurants, youth 
centers or in the open. The program of such meetings is 
kept informal; it includes music t songs in which the 
newcomers are invited to join {a songbook in French 
and English had been prepared)t prayers and short, 
spontaneous presentations and comments about the 
Faith by Baha'is. A question and answer period followed. 

The youth also calJ on local authorities, if appropri
ate, to acquaint them with the tenets and aims of the 
Faith, and on news media in order to obtain publicity 
for the Faith and for the European Youth Conference- at 
Fiesch. Two radio programs devoted some thirty to fifty 
minutes of broadcasting time to the Faith, one in Lu
ganot in Italian-speaking Switzerland, the other from 
Lausanne, in French. Moreover, in Fribourg, a conser
vative paper owned by the Catholic Bishop, which pre
viously refused to accept paid advertisements for the 
Faith, sympathetically commented on the Faith pro
claimed by the young Baha'is. A widely circulated ra-

Bob Ph mips, American Coordinator of the teaching project 
representing the National SpiritUal Assembly of the Umted 
States. tries to exp!.ain a little about the goals and aapirationr 
of the Swiss Teaching Project. 

Margarie Seiffert, team coordinator, tries to show the pnotogTapher how she thinks the teams should indicate th.eir 
wcatUiu. 
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dio and television weekly Radio TV Je Vois Tout pre
sented Linda Marshall as a Baha'i militant for the cause 
of peace and unity, stating that the "Faith proclaims 
the return of the Christ Spirit". This followed her inter
view on a popular youth program broadcast by RadiO
Lausanne. 

Concrete results are apparent everywhere and at dif
ferent levels. Whereas during June 1971, some twenty 
declarations were registered, July brought in Sixty new 
believers, mostly youth. 

Other results are seen within the Baha'i CommW1ity. 
Awareness that times are changing in the progress of 
the Faith in Europe; a deeper sense of responsibility; 
the need to reach minorities, including the relatively 
large foreign, mainly Italian labor force; new degrees in 
service; the devotion of the new believers who vie with 
the American youth for new victories: the radiant hap
piness of the hardworking pioneers and veteran believ
ers who can at long Jast harvest a first measure of their 
efforts-all these are signs of a new spirit animating the 
body of believers in the heart of Europe. The fact that 
the youth project will coincide with an unprecedented 
youth teaching campaign and youth Conferences spon
sored by the Continental Board of CounselJors wilJ help 
gather momentum in the process of conversion to the 
Faith. The trend of increased enrol1ments under the ban
ner of Baha!u'JJah has now been set in irreversible mo
tion toward the total and complete victory of the Nine 
Year Plan in Europe. By their splendid contribution to 
the progress of the Cause in Europe, the youth of the 
United States walk in the footsteps of a generation of 

,- - -.-~----

Debbie Clark, an American Baha'i attending school for the 
summer near Fribourg, Switzerland (fett), and Linda Marshal! 
(center), invite a young man to come to the sonr;fest. Linda came 
severa~ months ahead and visited each of the Swiss communities 
to ask for their SUppOTt and guidance in the fulfillment of aU of 
thei-r goals. 

Young teachers putting on a sonr;jest. "Uno Mundo" sung in th-ree i.anguar;es, draws peopfe. 
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American pioneers who laboriouSly and patiently l'aised 
the administrative structul-e of the Old World and there
by fulfill the mission entrusted to their community by 
the beloved Master. 

Shanta Murday and Linda MarshalJ, at the request of 
the National Coordinating Committee toured all the rna· 
jar Baha'i communities in Switzerland to prepare them 
for the project and instruct them in mass teaching. Both 
made crucial contributions to the suct:ess of the Swiss 
project. 

The National Coordinating Committee was appointed 
by the Swiss National Spiritual Assembly to dIrect the 
project. There weI-e six centers where teams were head
quartered, generally in the homes of local Baha'is: Ver
nier, near Geneva; Zurich; a traveling group in the 
Friboul'g-Neuchatel--Bienne area; Wulfhalden, Caler
ina, neal' St. Moritt:. and Lugano--Luc:al'no. ECtch team 
is approximately two-thirds from the United States and 
one-third of its members Swiss. These groups will con
tinue in areas assigned until the Fiesch Youth Confer
ence. Declarations have come from all strata in Swiss 
society with definite interest shown by many Italian 
workers in the country. 

Denmark: When Robert Phillips, American Coordina
tor of the Swiss project, took a team to the southern part 
of Denmark for some training in mass teaching, they 
reached a park where preparat.ions were being made for 
a radio show. No time was wasted by Bob in arranging 
for Baha'i partiCipation. When he returned with five 
native Danish Baha'is. one to give the message, 600 
people had gathered. But thJS was the Danish National 
Radio, and in addItion to the audience present, the 
me:;sage reached 500,000 listener:s·--Denmark's largest 
proclamation ~ Three teaching teams were organized to 
go the next week for a foHow-up. 

Hand of the Cause Dr. Muhcljir at 
Hawke' s Bay, New Zealand 

On June 13, 1971, Hand of Cause of God Dr. 
Rahmatu'llah Muhajil' arrived by plane at Hawke's 
Bay_ He had dinnel' with the friends and a half-dozen 
close contacts that evening, and later went to the home 
of Mrs_ Gowdy in Hasting::; for further discussion, a 
heart-warming occasion. He talked of his experiences in 
many parts of the world. He compared the Faith to 
sowing seeds; you have to allow them time to germi
nate. He pointed out that we are now in a phase of 
growth. Some further discussions about teaching are 
reported below: 

"There are two kinds of proclamation. One is through 
Baha'is and the other is through non-Baha'is. Non
Baha'is can achieve publicity for the Faith in areas 
over which we have no conhol. Mass conversion wiU 
come! Indigenous people will do mass conversion. The 
hour will come when many catastrophes will occur. 
Many countries are just at the threshold of coming into 
the Faith. New Zealand is now very near to it. ... Defi
nitely Our prayers will be an::;wered_ We should play OUr 
part and God will play His. The people are ready, but 
how much are we using this readiness? There is a power 
in teaching the Faith. We might not know what we al'e 
doing, but there is power in your talking about the Faith 
to your friends, to the man in the street." 

Dr. Muh.ijir continued: 
HMany people will (according to their customs) ac

cept the Faith in groups. This is very important to 
know. A good example of this is the people in the Pacific 

-.- ....... -
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Hand of the Cause of God DT. Ade!beTt Muhlschte"el addTeS!e.s 
the combined groups of AmericanS Swiss, German and Pe'1"sian 
youth jor the teaching effort in witzeTLand. 

Islands. The communal system play:) a strong role in 
theil' lives." Dr. Muhajir stressed the importance of 
teaching the Faith to them in groups 01' viUages. "Do 
not teach the Faith individual1y to these people 01' you 
will be separating them from their lOVEd ones, splitting 
up their close-knit families. .. A whole village in the 
Fiji Islands declared its Faith in Baha'u'Uah immedi
ately after the Oceanic Confel-ence in Suva." Dr_ 
Muhajir ."iitressed the point of not knocking on people's 
doors because we do not want to disturb the privacy of 
families. "Teach them outside, when you see them in 
their gardens." We were encoun:1gE:!d to travel·teach in 
family groups. "Take your wife and children aJong. 
People wiU trust you more." 

BeforE:! his depal'tul'e Dr. Muhajil' presented two As
semblies with a rare photograph of 'Abdu'l-Baha. It was 
an ecstatic occasion which shall be l'emembered as 
unique in the history of Hawke's Bay. 

(Extracted from Baha'i Newsletter of New Zealand 
June 1971.) 
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Progress is being made toward completion of the Panama Tem
ple. Machine brought from Miami to be used fOT gunning the 
dome, left, top. 

Men guniting dome. left, second and third photographs. 

Top of dome, shows mesh over which "unite is sprayed-. The 
Temple is scheduled to be completed in December and dedicated 
at Rli;lvan, 1972. 
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It was to the Inca holy places of Lake Titicaca and 
the Island of the Sun that a group of Baha'is journeyed 
soon after the 1971 National Convention in La Paz, Bo
Jivia. According to Inca legend, it was on the Island of 
the Sun that the Sun God created the first Inca, Manco 
Capac and his sister, instructing them to set out and 
teach the arts of civilization to the Indians livin'g in 
darkness. 

It was the first time, even in the memory of the oldest 
of the group. that Indians from their area had visited 
these holy places of their past. It was probably the first 
time these places had been visited by an organized 
group since the Inca Empire was conquered by the 
Spanish. 

The pilgrims included Indian Baha'i teachers from 
the Departments of Potosi and Chuquisaca, accompa· 
nied by American pioneers t Rich Hutchins and Phil 
Lane, who is of North American Indian descent, They 
traveled by truck and then by boat. 

The trip was especially meaningful as the evening 
before the group was to leave on their triPt one of the 

CHmbin9 'he stain i.eading to the Toyal bath oj the Incas on the 
I.sla.nd 01 the Sun in Lake Titicaca. 
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At the entTance to the House of 
the Incas some of the friends feU 
spontaneo'Usty to their knees and 
with teaTS TunninQl from theiT eyes 
raised th.eir hands in prayer to 
God and Band.'u.'Ud.n. 

Indian volunteer teachers was hit by a car and killed 
outside the National Baha'i Center. This happened while 
the believer was running to buy an envelope to send a 
letter to a Hand of the Cause of God from the Indian 
believers. His last words were that he wanted a Baha'i 
funeral. He wished that lithe door he opened" as he 
wanted to leave this world and go to be with Baha'u'llah. 

Even though it has been the custom for centuries that 
the Indian dead of this area be buried in their own land, 
close to their family, when the friends were informed 
that Bahi!'u'llith had given a law that the dead should 
not be buried at a spot more than an hour's journey 
from the place of death, these devoted beHevers arose as 
one to fulfill the law and the wishes of their deceased 
brother, burying him in La Paz, more than two days 
journey from his home. After the burialJ one of the 
oldest and most valiant of the traveling teachers, Mele-
tone Gallardo, said: "We complete the Laws of God to 
the death," 

It was in a pure and dedicated spirit then, that the 
friends left and went to the holy places of the Incas, high 
in the Andes and raised the call of Baha'utllah to all the 
world. They prayed for The Universal House of Justice, 
the National Spiritual Assemblies, the Continental 
Counsellors, remembering particularly Counsellor 
Hooper Dunbar on his teaching trip to their Indian 
brothers of North America. It was the most fervent wish 
of all the group that these prayers offered to God and 
Bahit'u'llith will aid the Indian people of both North and 
South America to arise as one, with love for all man
kind, and fulfill the promises given them by 'Abdu'l
Baha that "through the Divine Teachings, they will be
come so enlightened that the whole earth will be illu
mined." 
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National Spi.ritual A&sembly of the Bah.d'is of India JOT 1971-12. 
Left to right, Mr. R. N. Shah, Secretary; Mr, Dushllant Kumar; 
Dr. (Mrs.) Perin Olyai., Vice-Chairman; Mr. P. N, Munra; Dr. 
(Mrs.) T. K. Vajdi; Mr. Sohrab Oll/ai; Dr. H_ M, Minje, Chair
man; Mr. A. K. Furudi and Mrs. Zena. Sorabjee, Tr€a31tre'r. 

-...... 

" 

Members of the National Spiritual AS$emblfl of the Baha'is oj 
Germany. Left to right: DT_ Farhad Sobha.nt

l 
Dr. Uda Sehiifer, 

Dr. Bozorg Hemmati (Cnairman), AnnemUT\e Kriige1' (Secre
tarJl) , Peter Mii:hlschlegel. Saeed Motamed, Rene A. Steiner 
(Vtce-Chairman) , Huschmand Sa bet, Otto HiJ.fner (Treasu.rer) 

On tOJ) Of the House of the Incas, on the Island O{ the Su.n, in Lake Titicacil where, according to legoend, the first Inca 
Manco Capac went fOTth to teach the arts of ctvi ization to the lndiaru tiving in daTkness. 

....... --
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Challenge Met in Lesotho 

By Kathryn Alio 

It was sard that a bounty and a challenge were ex
tended to the Baha';s of Lesotho~that they should have 
their own National Spiritual Assembly in 1971. Now that 
challenge has been met with many thanks due to the 
early pioneers, like the Fred Laws l who spent years in 
Lesotho, finding hearts that were receptive, and such as 
the Chadwick Mohapi family, who made them welcome. 
who became Baha'is and helped spread the teachings of 
Baha'u'llah in this beautiful country. Chadwick Mohapi 
was the first Baha'i to declare his belief. 

The challenge was a large one lor the National Spir
itual Assembly of Swaziland, Lesotho, and Mozambique, 
which so capably carried the torch, along with the 
Continental Counsellors, the Auxiliary Board, and the 
Baha'is who pioneered, and those who lived here. No 
National Community comes into being without spirit 
and perseverance on the part of many souls. 

There was much preparation prior to the momentous 
day when the first prayer was read and the Convention 
became a fact. Facilities are not as attainable as might 
be desired, either in hOUSing or in meeting-places, so we 
felt fortunate to get the British Consul Hall in the center 

Oceanic 

of Maseru, making it accessible to all necessary points 
of other activities. Meals were prepared for the most 
part outside in the yard of the home of three of the 
pioneers. Large iron pots were placed over open fires, 
which was an unusual sight for Westerners. 

The delegates, many of whom came from mountain 
areas, began gathering during the afternoon on Friday. 
There was an air of expectancy about them as they were 
registered and met other friends for the first time. Auxil
iary Board member William Masehla made special 
badges for the Convention and Counsellor Bahiyyah 
Ford gave each one present a beautiful green nine
pointed star which she had made. 

Following a simple dinner in the evening the friends 
gathered at the convention hall for a further get
acquainted time and a song-fest of Baha'i songs. No
where in the world do you hear them sung any more 
sweetly than in Africa. And whenever there was a mo
ment of waiting at anytime during the Convention, a 
song just naturally filled the air. 

A special favor was the presence of Hand of the Cause 
Adelbert Muhlschlegel representing The Universal 
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House of Justice, and his lovely wife Ursula, Auxiliary 
Board member who serves behind the Iron Curtain. 
Others who added much to the spirit of the Convention 
were Continental Board of Counsellors member, Mrs. 
Bahiyyah Ford and Auxiljary Board members, Mrs. Hel· 
en Wilks and William Masehla. 

There were many highlights in this initial Convention. 
The election of the first National Spiritual Assembly was 
approached with the realization that a very special 
event was taking place. 

The e1ection of the National Spiritual Assembly and 
later of its officers resulted as follows: Mr. B. Pokane, 
Chairman; Miss M. Mofolo, Corresponding Secretary; 
Mrs. K. Alia, Recording Secretary; Mr. R, Carson, 
Treasurer; and Mrs. J. Pokane; Mrs. L. Silvers; Mr. G. 
Molapo; Mr. A. Muqutu; Mr. P. Setathe. 

There was loving acceptance of the members of this 
first National Spiritual Assembly of Lesotho. Dr. 
Miihlschlegel remarked as they gathered for consulta
tion with the delegates that "moments like these only 
come once to a country. Shoghi Effendi thought much of 
Africa and be assured he blesses us from on high. The 
Universal House of Justice puts many hopes in Lesotho, 
because a stage of maturity has been reached." 

Early in the Convention letters and messages of wel
come and greeting were read from many National Spir
itual Assem'blies, giving a warm feeling of unity with the 
Baha'i world. 
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There was a special moment of merriment as mem
bers of the National Assembly of Swaziland and Mo
zambique shared the literature of the former combined 
National Spiritual Assembly with the new one. '4We're 
even sharing our members with you," said John Allen, 
<lgiving you two of our members for your new Assem
bly." 

This first Convention radiated love and spirit and 
determination, some most vital ingredients for success
ful teaching and growth, and prayers. with this intention 
closed the formal program of the Convention. After this 
all the Baha'is drove out to the area designated as 
Baha'i property, a truly loyely spot with a picturesque 
view of the surrounding scenery, where prayers were 
read and Baha'i songs ended the day and the Conven
tion in this hard-pressed, beautiful little country of 
Lesotho. 

MALACCA: When the call came from The Universal 
House of Justice to "enroll large numbers of the tal
ented Chinese race" a special effort was made in Ma· 
lacca. A large number of Chinese responded to a cam
paign of pamphlet distribution, which resulted in the 
formation of the new Spiritual Assembly of Bukit Baru, 
Malacca. 

When the news of the Oceanic Conference at Singapore was pubHshed in the Aprit 1971 issue of Baha'i News, a 
photoq'J"aph of aU those attending was not available. We take the opportunity of publishing it here, because of its 
histoncat value. The Conference WCU' held Janua1'1l1-3, 1971. 

.....,.....-----
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Bahci'{ Race Unity Day Becomes Community-Wide Event 
Because the Baha'i commWlity was small and racial

ly unbalanced, the Spiritual Assembly of Clearwater, 
Florida, decided that its best contribution toward the 
cause of race unity would be to serve as a catalyst to 
spur the various human relations organizations in the 
city into working together on a Steering Committee for 
the observance of Race Unity Day_ Everyone who was 
invited to participate was involved in local human rela
tions activities_ AU, black and white, were pleased with 
the idea and promised to help. The first meeting, held 
only twelve days before the event, was attended by 
twelve people representing eight organizations: the City 
Human Relations Boa1'dt League of Women Voters, 
Clearwater Neighbors (a neighborhood improvement 
group), the Ministerial Association, the United Nations 
Association, St. Pete Junior CoUege, the Religious Com
munity Services and the Baha'i Faith. Unable to attend 
pJanning meetings, but kept informed by mail, were 
representatives of NAACP, the Benevolent Society and 
the Negro Ministerial Alliance. 

Those present at the Steering Committee meeting 
were weH acquainted with each other. They had been 
dealing with the race question for years at the top level 
but the closest that Clearwater had come to a bi-racial 
get-together was the annual Clearwater Neighbor's 
Banquet held in a local cafeteria. 

The Baha'j representatives went to the first meeting 
with a plan: a bl·ing-your-own picnic, sit on a blanket, a 
1-4 p.m. gathering in a small park in the Negro neigh
borhood. A Negra representative of Clearwater Neigh
bors explained why that plan would not work and sug
gested another. which proved to be successful. We de
cided on a later afternoon time, 4-7 p.m., to allow for 
church and dinner hours. A larger park was picked in a 
neutral, both black and white, neighborhood which had 
more recreation possiblJities. We voted to provide light 
refreshments, ice cream and cold drinks, and to obtain 
dty recreational equipment for organized games. The 
original idea of live musical entertainment was retained 

The Mayor oj Clearwater, Everett Haugan, (center), signed the 
Race Unity Day proclamation and a phOtograph was taken with 
the. Rllce Unity Day Chairman, NOTm Pa.,.k, (left), who is GOO 
Chairman of th.e Local Spiritual Assembly. ane! Calvin HaTTis, 
(right). a member of the Junia.,. Conege staff who served. on the 
Steering Committee, receiving the pToeLamation. The handsome, 
framed proci.amation was on display at the Race Unity Day 
gathering and was puttlicly presented to a member 01 the City 
Commissi.on, and accepted on r:.ehalf of the Clearwater lVeighbors 
to be disp~ayed for severa! months in their centeT, then to rotate 
to otheT groups Tepresented on the Steering Committee. 

ClearwGter, FLorida, Race Unity Day. 19'11. 

The Young twins. two sets of them. Baha'i singing sisters from 
High Springs, Florida. entertained the people at Race Unity Day 
in Clearwater. They aTe, right to left .. Janet and Jenette, Joyce 
and Joycelyn Young, part of a big Band" family of ten children. 

and a list of singing groups and singers waS made. By 
the end of the Steering Committee meeting, all partici
pants were excited about the idea and were volunteering 
for various duties such as publicity, refreshments, en
tertainment. They got busy phoning, interesting other 
people. 

On the morning of Race Unity Day the Baha'I chiJ
dren's class met in the park and said prayers for the 
success of the day and all Baha'is in the vicinity were 
asked to pray. individually beginning Saturday night 
and continuing until the hour of the meeting. 

When the hour arrived over 400 people had gathered 
together to enjoy the musk, games, and refreshments, 
while thirty-two Baha'is, the instigators of the event, 
provided the spiritual leavening. 

A local ice-cream merchant donated 300 cups of ice 
cream and fifteen cases of a cold drink were contrib
uted by a local distributor. Refreshments were plentiful 
and lasted through the event. Expenses to the Baha'i 
community for the celebration were zero. 

Baha'i teaching was accomplished in many ways. In 
most newspaper accounts and in the TV news story, the 
Baha'j Faith was given credit for creating the idea of 
Race Unity Day. In a Sunday guest sermon on June 13, 
'Abdu'l-Baha was quoted extensively and the lact that 
Baha'is of the United States had been observing Race 
Unity Day since 1921 was established. Name tags bear
ing plastic flowers and the words of Bahii'u'IHlh: "Ye are 
the flowers of one garden" were worn by everyone. The 
Baha'is added "Baha'i Faith" below their names on the 
tag and identified their town. Some Baha'is traveled 150 
miles to attend. An interracial Baha'i chorus from 
Gainesville sang many Baha'i songs as part of the 
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entertainment, and the frjends conducted many a fire
side and passed out many a pamphlet during the after
nOon. Members of the press, newspapers and TV, inevi
tably seemed to wind up interviewing the Baha'is and 
each left with several pamphlets in their pockets. At a 
barbeque held in a Baha'i home just after the picnic, 
four people signed Baha'i declaration cards. These new 
believers are black and provide balance to the Clear
water community. The following week another declara
tion resulted from the Race Unity picnic. 

The Clearwater Sun was most cooperative, printing 
all articles submitted and sending photographers to the 
Mayor's signing and to the picnic itself. The Sun report. 
er was impressed and kept commenting "This is really 
great," He stayed for almost the fu]] time of the event 
and filled a yellow pad interviewing guests. The radio 
and TV stations aired the announcement. Norm Park 
was periodicaHy congratulated on the air for being 

-.. - ....... --
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Race Unity Day Chairman and Chairman of the Spiri· 
tual Assembly of Clearwater, The Promotion Director 
wanted to learn more of this "new religion" so a press 
kit was personally delivered to his office within the 
hour. 

Flyers were posted in many public places and Steer
ing Committee representatives distributed them among 
their own groups, Personal telephone invitations were 
probably a factor in the large attendance. Each Steer· 
ing Committee member had promised to phone ten 
friends. 

The most frequently expressed comment among 
guests at the gathering was that they wanted "to do this 
again." Most wished they did not have to wait a year. 
This Race Unity Day celebration will become an annual 
event, without question, and it is probable that the sec
ond affair will be even more successful than the first. 

-Clearwater Spiritual Assembly, Florida 

CHINESE BAHA'is IN VIETNAM 
Chinese Baha'is in Veitnam met in Saigon on June 6, 1971. They came from Long·Kh~mh, Dinh-Tuong, 

Long-An, Tay-Ninh and Saigon, the Cho--Lon section. A Chinese Language Committee has been estab
lished and is actively working among the Chinese in spreading the Faith. The second man from the 
right on the first row is Auxiliary Board member Nguyen Van Loi, and the third man from the right 
is Mr. Le Loc, Chairman of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Vietnam. 

l< .• 'f~ 
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National Convention in Sweden 

National Convention for 1971 in Sweden was an excit
ing one for it marked the achievement of the AssembJy 
goals of the Nine Year Plan, two years before schedule. 
Now the National Spiritual Assembly has set a new goa) 
of two more Local Spiritual Assemblies. 

Highlights 01 other events during the year are: 
1) The proclamation book was presented to the civil 

and church dignitades of the nation. A new wave of 
proclamation is scheduled to begin on November 12, 
1971, for this same group. 

2) Publication of the first book on the Faith in the 
Swedish language entitled The Illumined Horizons by 
Svere HoJmse. Swedish Baha'i author. Four·hundred of 
the libraries of the nation ordered it, thus entering it in 
the official book catalogue. 

3) Successful teaching conferences were held in Got
land, an island off the south-east coast in the Baltic sea; 
also in Vmea, on the north-west shore of the Gulf of 
Bothnia. The result waS seven new declarations t aU 
youth. 

4) Planning and launching an intensive teaching 
campaign and youth project in Samerna (Lapp) in the 
north both above and below the Arctic circle. 

S) Translation and publication of the long-awaited 
Samerna (Lapp) language pamphlet. 

6) The establishment of the Swedish Baha'i Publish
ing Trust. 

7) A brief television interview in which The Greatest 
Name and the picture of 'Abdu'l-Baha appeared. 

8) A successful Summer School with over 100 partici
pants from nine countries, resulting in four new_ dec
larations. 

9) An interesting youth program taped by the Swedish 
Radio to be broadcast on July 24. 

10) A number of youths of Sweden set an example by 
volunteering to pioneer a few months before RiQ,vim. 
resulting in the formation of two new Assemblies, Karl
stad and Malmo, which achieved the Nine Year Assem
bly goals for Sweden. 

Member8 oj the National Spiritual Assembly of Sweden: left to 
right, front TOW: Torleif IngelOg, Mrs. Mehri A/8aM. E. Jazayeri, 
Sven Mards; rear, Pau~ Oje-rmar~~\- Steffen Rasmussen, Ham: 
Odemyr. R. Golmohammadi. Ka.; winbe'Tg. 

Historic Swedish Broadcast 

In a unique and unprecedented Radio program, orga
nized and directly broadcast by the Swedish Baha'i 
youth, the Faith was comprehensively presented to sev
eral million people. May Af:;;al:1i and Ulf Eriksson intro
duced the history, the teachings, and the principles of 
the Faith in a dignified and informative way. Each 
subject was followed by a song, relevant to the theme 
introduced. They were the following: 
. "This World Citizen/' 'lThis is the Day," "Toko Zani." 

"Mount Your Steed," "Prince of Peace," "There is Only 
One World," 'lA New Wind," liThe Glory of God." 

The broadcast on July 24, 1971 marked a turning point 
in the teaching and proclamation efforts in Sweden, and 
perhaps, in the whole of Scandinavia. One of the leading 
newspapers phoned right after the program and con
gratulated the National Spiritual Assembly on the suc
cess of the broadcast. Other papers had mentioned the 
program before its broadcast. The ice is now broken and 
we can surely expect thrilling events to follow this his
toric broadcast. 

National Convention oj Sweden, 19'11. 
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In Thailand 

Mrs. Snirin Fozdat and Miss CaT
m.en Ra bena are on thetT wall to 
thoe viBage oj Chang Khien on the 
mountains ot Doi. Pui. in Chieng
mat PTov~t~ce. They aTe accom
panied by -some Bahci:'is 1rom the 
Mea tribe. This whoLe mountain i.s 
i.nhabited by the Meo.s. 

The Baha'i group lunching in the 
tOTest 0 rt the mountains o[ Doi. 
PUt. The son oj the Chiej of tne 
Meos, Mr. Surpong, if reclining 
against the trunk of the tree. He 
acted a.s inter]H'il!'te-r tOT Mrs. Foz
dar. 

After the talk on the Faith by Mrs. 
Fozdar to the Mea tribe in Chang 
Khien. the Meos aTe Lining up to 
accept the Faith.. They cannot 
r84d or write and so three BaM'is 
silting i.n the backllTound are list· 
in~ their -na.mes. Mrs. Fozd.ar and 
M 13$ Carmen Kubena are stc:mding 
on the right. 

_.< ....... ........ _-
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THE GREAT SAFARI 
of Hand of the Cause R~bi;lYih Khanum 

By Violette Nakhjava'n{, Companion 

Part three 

Originally it had been the intention of Amatu'!.Baha, 
after the African Continental Conference held in Mon
rovia, to visit the centers in Liberia and then motor to 
Sierra Leone, Gambia, Senegal, Mali and Upper Vo1ta 
and return to Ghana. However, we were informed if we 
followed this plan, that by the time we reached Mali and 
Upper Volta the heat would be unendurable so we went 
first to them in January and February and returned to 
Abidjan in the Ivory Coast where we reluctantly left the 
Land Rover to visit these other West African countries 
by air. 

On March 3rd we arrived in Monrovia, this time to 
visit the Baha'i communities in the South and West of 
Liberia. Although during the .Liberia Conference two 
months previously the Faith had been fully and ade
quately publicized, again at this time the National As
sembly was able to arrange for more publicity. Amatu'l
Baha had two very good television interviews, on one of 
which she appeared with the American Ambassador, 
The interview of the other was broadcast over the radio 
the fol]owing day. The story of two women who have 
driven over 18,000 miles from East Africa to West Africa 
is obviously a very interesting story and one of these 
television programs was almost entirely about Rll.J)iyyih 
lQ:tanum's African safari. She also had a very good radio 
interview mostly on this same topic. Interviewers often 
ask her why she travels over land which must be a very 
tiring and difficult mode of travelling in Africa. To this 

Amatu'l-Baha answers: liThe purpose of my trip is to 
visit the Baha'is of Africa in as many places as possible. 
To get to the villages one needs a car. There are many 
Baha'is who travel and meet with the Baha'is of the 
cities and towns and occasionally some villages, but 
very few have the opportunity of visiting their brothers 
and sisters in the villages." The interviewers were sur
prised and usually pleased by her praise of the villagers 
and the emphasis she places on the spiritual and human 
qualities of the usually wholly illiterate villagers. 

Teachiag A bout Life After Death 
In Monrovia the friends were privileged to have 

Amatu'l-Baha in four of their regular firesides. 
Rul;i.iyyih Kh~mum often spoke in such meetings, as well 
as in her public meetings, on the concept of life after 
death in the Baha'i teachings. She has been urging the 
friends everywhere to speak more on this subject. In 
Africa the fear of death and belief in the presehce of 
ghosts and spirits is very deeply rooted in the hearts of 
the people. The witch doctors' power is to a large degree 
based on the beHef that they can control and exorcise 
these apparitions and protect the living from the dead. 
Amatu'l-Baha declares that to combat this fear and 
superstition the Baha'is must speak more on this won
derful topic in the teachings of Bah:ft'u'llah and let the 
people know that the power of prayer can exert a tre
mendous influence on the souls of the dead. In this way 

Amatu'l-Bahir: with the Baha'is and their jTirnds in the vili.age of Gbendembou, Sierra Leone. 
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the people can be freed from their fears and supersti. 
tions. The beautiful examples she uses tend to clear 
away the doubts and fears of the people. Once she gave 
the example of a bird in a cage. She said: "If you have a 
bird who has lived in a cage all his life -and one day you 
open the door of the cage you can see how frightened the 
bird is of leaving the cage. He comes to the door-of the 
cage, he may even come out of it, but again he will go 
back to his cage. Several times he may hesitate at the 
d-oor until he realizes he is at last free and then with JOY 
he will flyaway, higher and higher. Often the spirit of man 
is in the same way attached to the cage of his body and 
his environment and is afraid- to leave them, but 
through the power of prayer his soul will be freed and 
learn to fly to its celestial home." 

I. BucbaDon~ Bomi Hills, Mano River and KongotoWD 
After an over-night visit to the Baha'is in the port 

town of Buchanon where Rul:-liyyih Khanum spoke to 
some of the believers and their friends we spent some 
days visiting Bomi HilJs, Mana River and Kongotoy,rn. 
This was a wonderful trip. Bomi Hills is one of the oldest 
Baha'i Communities in Liberia. During the life-time of 
our beloved Guardian the Baha'is acquired an endow
ment which became the first Baha'i Summer School. 
Now it is the Teaching Institute of West Africa. They 
had just completed a 1arge additional building on this 
site to enab1e a greater number of students to be ac
commodated at the courses. A wen advertised public 
meeting brought over forty people, Baha'is and their 
friends, to hear Amatu'I·Baha expound the Teachings of 
Baha'u'Uah. 

The following night we slept in Mano River, also a 
mining town, and she spoke at another public meeting. 
A question period and an intimate and very lively dis
cussion followed until late that night. The next morning 
we started on our way back to Bomi Hills to spend 
another night and have another meeting. In the school
house in Kongotown she spoke to a group of Baha'is and 
their friends. It was a wonderful experience to see that 
many of the dear new believers in both Mana River and 
Borni Hills were keeping the Fast. We all know that 
obedience to His Laws attracts the bounties of 
Baha 'u 'llah. 

The Importaoce of Harmony and Unify 
After our return to Monrovia a very well attended talk 

was held in the University of Liberia. In that same hall 
we had held the African Continental Conference. It was 
full of pleasant memories for us. The President of the 
University, Mr. Patrick L. Seyon acted as Chairman for 
Rul)iyyih Khimum. She spoke on the "Role of youth in 
the Modern World." The students would have continued 
asking questions indefinite1y if she had not had to leave 
to give another talk to over 700 students in the Episcopal 
High School. Amatu'l-Baha has often remarked on how 
gratifying it is to speak to the students, as the future of 
society lies in the hands of the youth. A meeting with the 
Monrovian believers at the National I:Ia~jratu'I-Quds 
marked the end of our second visit to Liberia. Amatu'l
Baha spoke to them on the importance of unity and 
harmony. She said "These are not mere pleasant say
ings of Baha'u'Uah but great spiritual laws· for this day. 
If we ignore and break them we bring spiritual ill health 
upon ourselves and forfeit the blessings of God." She 
said. "Inharmony can make one actually physically HI 
as it is poisonous and against the whole intent of the 
Teachings which are to produce love and harmony, in 
the family, in the commtulity, in society, throughout the 
world. 

loten-iew with the Governor General of Sierra Leone 
During Amatu'1-Baha's visit in Sierra Leone from 

March 16 to 26 every door seemed to miraculously open 
for a befitting proclamation of the Cause of Baha'u'll3.h. 

_ ......... 
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RuMtlyih Kh-cinum he~p8 clean the vegetables while waiting 
for the meeting to start in the village of Gbendembotl, Sierra 
Leone. 

The first BaM'" meeting ever held in the fishermans' village 
01 Lakka, Sierra Leone. on Naw-Ruz day. 

Naw-Rtlz gathering with pioneers and believers, Freetown. 
Siena Leone. The lady wi.th the white hair is Viviafl Wesson. 
pioneer in Africa since 1954. 

.J-,. __ 



20 

Amatu'!-fjahd with His Excel1e-nctl Sir Banja Tejan-Sie, Gov
E'rnor Ge11f'Taj of Sierra LeonE" on the occu.s,on of hll!'T ('ourtesy 
('an on Rim, 

It was the first time such tremendous publicity was 
accorded the Baha'i Faith. The then Governor General 
of Sierra Leone, Sir Banja Tejan-Sie, received Amatu'J
Baha in his paJace and for over a half-hour a very frank 
and friendly discussion was held on the tenets of thE' 
Bftha'i Faith. In the course of this conversation he said 
"the majority of thE' people of Sierra Leone aTE' Muslims, 
next ("orne the so-called pagans and last the Christians; 
in spite of pvery effort they have not been able to con
vert thE" Muslims to Christianity." RUl;tiyyih &hanum 
said "naturally they cannot convert MusHms to Chris
tianity because Muslims. through the words of MUl].am
mad in the Qur'an. already beUeve in the divinity of 
Christ and th£"rf" is no ne-ed for them to take a step 
backward in history." He liked this very much as if 
such a logical answer had never occurred to him be-fore. 
He said that hE" was a devout and practicing Mu~lim. 
When RuJ:,.iyyih ~bimum praised the Muslims she had 
m€'t in West Africa and observed how they follow the 
Jaws of Muhammed and do not drink, he felt a bit 
uneasy and said, "Well I don't see what harm it does 
anyon£> if a hard working man takes a glass of whisky 
now and again to stimulate his tired mind." RulJ,iyyih 
Khimum told him I'A law is always aimed at the greatest 
good for the greatest number." This is an argument he 
could wen apprE'ciate. a5 hp himself is a barrister. She 
re-Iated her observations on this subject and said <lHow 
unfortunate are the c'Onsequences of drinking in p]aces 
hke Bolivia and A fri('a, where every penny of the al
ready poverty-stricken fami1ies goes to pay for the 
drinking of the parents. As a result the children are 
often deprived of even elpmentary education, of the 
clothes and food and medicine they need to live." He 
then agreed with her that for the good of the majority of 
mankind !iuch laws should be enforced. He was very 
cordial and jovial and expressed his desire to join us in 
Our trang..Africa safari. 

Talks at Colleges 
Amatu'}-Baha spoke in both the University of Fourah 

Bay Col1ege in Freetown and its auxiliary institution in 
the South, Njala College near the city of Njala, At 
Fourah Bay there was a large attendance of students, 
who kept asking questions for almost an hour. Dr. Koso 
Thomas, Professor of Engineering, acting as Chairman. 
Sf'e'med to take as much interest in the questions as the 
students themselves. 

At Njala College there is a devoted American Negro 
Baha'i pioneer who transferred to this small African 
university in order to spread the Faith. It is most en
couraging to see how many of the Baha'i youth are 
doing this in Africa. His counterpart, a young Persian 
pioneer, is studying in Fourah Bay College. The Chapel 
of the College had been placed at our disposal for thp 

_.,.-
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ledurE" but just before the time it was scheduled to take 
place all the lights on the campus went out. We never
the-lf'ss decided to go over and see- if anyone had come 
and di!iC'oVf'TE"d two students Sitting in the dark interior. 
By the light of three candles placed on the floor 
Rul)jyyih ~ha.num spoke to about fifty young people who 
went on and on asking questions when she had finished 
her talk. It was eerie to see the ('ircle of faces barelv 
discernible in the hugf' black interior of the Cha'pel, but 
it seemed to create a more- intimate atmosphere among 
U!i as RuJ:tiyyih &hanum went on tirE"lessIy explaining 
the wondrou!i Message of Baha 'u'llah. 

The title of both of these lectures was' 'The Spiritual 
Destiny of Africa". There are two aspects to this subject 
whi('h she emphasizes. She said: "Baha'u'Jlcih once 
compared the colored people to the black pupil of the 
eye surrounded by the white. In this black pupil is seen 
the reflection of that whi('h is before it, and through it 
the light of the spirit shineth forth." Shp pointed out 
"because wp Baha'is believe these words spoken by the 

Amatu'/-Bahli with thE? Prime Minister of SieTTa Leone. Dr. 
Siaka Stet.'€mr taken in his office in Fut"tow-n. 

Me~senger of God are divinely inspired we attach great 
importance to them. As the pupil of the eye alone is the 
seat of vision it behoves us to weigh the spiritual signifi
cance of this statement." On the othE'r hand she points 
out: "Although Asia has always been a great source of 
spiritual inspiration to mankind, she seems to lack at 
pre-sent the vitality to export this wonderful quality to 
the rest of the world. Europe and the Americas, the 
great centers of the whitp man's civilization which is 
today the fountain head of our tech·nological and mate
rial civilization in the world, are proving themselves at 
the present time to be materia1istic and lacking spirit
ual or moral fibre. Because of this they now find them
selves faced with self-destruction and deprived of the 
spiritual vision ne-cessary to lead the world. Amatu'I. 
Baha refers to those powe-rful words of Baha'u'llah: 
"The civilization, so often vaunted by the learned expo
nents of arts and sciences, will, if allowed to overleap 
the bounds of moderation, bring great evil upon men 
... If carried to excess, civili7ation wil1 prove as prolifiC' 
a source of evil as it had been of goodness when kept 
within the re!itraints of moderation." This is given as a 
proof of the moral failure of thl~ GorHII?'Ss civilization of 
the white man If at pre:"i('nt it SE"E"ms unlikely that we 
are to receivf' moral and "pi ritual If"actf.>rship from ei
ther Asia or the Wf"~t. shf" asks "'what remains except 
Africa? The black race in Africa, old 10 itself, ypt young 
and vital at this point in world histor~t is now showing 
immense vitality, while at thf" ~dme timE' it has not yet 
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Amatu'l-Bahd with. PTesident Leopold Seghor in his ot/1ce in 
Daka1'. Senegal. 

lost its spiritual and moral values; it seems to hold 
promise of that leadership so desperately needed today. 
This can be Africa's glorious destiny if she arises to 
fulfill it and seizes her opportunity, if she takes from the 
West what is good and useful for her technological 
advancement and shuns the poisonous materialism and 
amoral outlook of Western civilization and refuses to 
forfeit her spiritual and moral values." R1ilfiyyih 
Khanum often concludes her talk by saying, that she 
sees.no other hope. 

The next day we drove back to Freetown where 
Amatu'l-Baha was received by the Prime Minister, Dr. 
Siaka Stevens and the Minister for Education who hap~ 
pened to be with him. 

At Sierra Leone 
In looking back over our visit to Sierra Leone it seems 

to me it would be impossible to secure mare publicity or 
enSUre a greater proclamation of the Faith than took 
place during this brief visit. I asked myself why this was 
so. First there was the firm basis of all successful Baha'i 
activity, a loving and united community, The Persian
English pioneer couple have welcomed into their home 
as a much loved, adopted mother, one of the oldest 
American Negro pioneers in West Africa, Mrs. Vivian 
Wesson, a Knight of Baha'u'llah, She is now seventy-six 
years old, still pioneering, but too frail to live alone. It is 
to this hospitable home that the friends come for teach
ing and meetings, Through a series of things that only 
happen to Baha'is who arise to serve the Cause of God, 
the right contacts were made to secure publicity. Third, 
the things Ru.qiyyih Khanum was inspired to say in her 
press conference were of a nature that pleased the 
officials at the moment when the country was going 
through a violent political crisis of which she was whol
ly unaware at the time. 

There were about fifteen people present, including a 
representative of Tass, the Russian Press Agency. 
Rul;tiyyih Khanum answered their questions for over an 
hour and at the end said there were two points she asked 
them to mention, regardless of anything else they chose 
to write up: "non-interference in political matters and 
strict obedience to government; whatever government, in 
whatever part of the world in which the Baha'is live, 
they must obey. We Baha'IS believe in change through 
proper channels, never in violence; evolution not revo
lution," For her this was purely routine as she always 
stresses these two points. For them. however, it was 
evidently the right words at the right time for in huge 
black headlines the Daily Mail next day printed: "Vio
lence not a solution says Baha'i leader"-and went on: 
"Violence is a short-time solution for a local problem." 
The government agencies were evident1y so pleased by 
these views that the radio news broadcasts mentioned 
Ruhiyyih Khanum's visit to the country and quoted her 
words, 

It was probab1y due to these factors that when 
Amatu'l-Baha went to the television station for her in
terview and asked how many minutes she had they told 
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her she could talk indefinitely as they were planning to 
use it on the radio as well the next day, A live broadcast 
of three-quarters of an hour then took place, full of 
animated discussion between the two participants, 
Rul)iyyih Khfmum and Dr, Thomas, who had been her 
Chairman at the University. She often says "In the treas
ure house of the teachings of Baha'u'llah we can always 
find that specific teaching which will apply to any situa
tion or person or group of people; the remedy for every. 
thing is there if we but learn to apply it-tactfully!" 

In Milton Margai Teachers' College RilqiyYih Khimum 
spoke on "The Role of Youth in Modern Africa", Over 
fifty students heard her heart-warming thoughts and 
aspirations on this subject. As this was not directly a 
Baha'i talk she very casually stated at the beginning of 
her speech, as she usually does: "As I am a Baha'i 
naturally my thoughts are colored by the teachings of 
Baha.'u'llah. the Founder of the Baha'i Faith". When the 
period of questions came, everyone wanted to know 
more about this Faith and sO a second lecture was 
delivered by her on this subject! On that day there was 
one young man, a very fine Baha'i, who was the only 
believer in that Teacher's College. However, a few days 
later at the celebration of the Feast of Naw-Rtiz this 
dear young man very proudly told us that now there 
were five Baha'is in the college. 

How RulJ{yyih Kbaoum Approaches New People 
In one of His talks given in America 'Abdu'J-Baha said 

that on the Baha'i New Year it was highly praiseworthy 
to inaugurate some good undertaking. It was on Naw
Ruz day that Amatu'l-Baha opened two new villages to 
the Faith. The first was the village of Lakka, a very 
beautiful and prosperous community of fishermen, In 
explaining why we had come to see them she said: Hlf 
one of you goes to the sea and finds a lot of fish if you are 
a good man you will surely come and inform the rest of 
the village where the fishing is good and guide them to it. 
Now we have come in that same spirit to tell you of the 
spiritual abundance of God's grace and bounty in this 
day. Then she told them of the coming of Baha'u '11 ah 
and His life-giving Message of love and brotherhood. 

In the second village, Malekei, the inhabitants of 
which are farmers and traders, Ru:Q.iyyih Khanum gave 
another beautiful example. She said, "If one of you goes 
into these beautiful green hills and finds a fresh spring 
of water, will you not come back and inform the rest of 
the village that in that spot good water is to be found? 
We have come to ten you that today Baha'u'llah has 
brought us that eternal spiritual water of life and we 
invite you with love to drink from it." She then gave 
them a brief out1ine of the Teachings and answered their 
questions. In both these places the reaction was sincere 
and warm and the villagers asked the Baha'is to visit 
them regularly and teach them more, 

In the Methodist Boys' High SchOOl there was a BaM'i 
youth who had been made fun of and laughed at because 
he belonged to an entirely unknown religion. When his 
teacher saw RUi)iyyih Khanum's television interview he 
became so interested in the Faith that the next day he 
asked the BaM' i youth to see if R u!:>iyyih KMnum 
would come and speak to the school. The Vice-Principal 
acted as her Chairman in a gathering of over a hundred 
students. The young Baha'; found himself fully vindi
cated. 

We were able to visit two other villages, where Baha'i 
groups had already been established; Gbendembou, 
where over fifty people gathered, and Goderich, where 
the majority of the inhabitants are Muslims. As the coast
al area around Freetown is mainly Christian the reaction 
of the Muslim villagers was interesting. One of them 
asked (no doubt remembering missionary activity in 
the past); "have you come here to make us change our 
religion and join yours?" Ru1).iyyih Khanum then once 
again gave the example of the fisherman and said, "I 



22 

have only come to bring you th.is wonderful news; for 
your own sake I hope you look into it, otherwise it makes 
no difference to me what you do with it; having heard 
about it, then it is up to you to decide. to They liked this 
answer so much that they asked the Baha'is to come 
regularly to their village. 

The exciting part of this trip was the day of the at
tempted coup d'etat, when for six hou.rs we could not 
leave Our hotel room because of the fact that soldiers 
were shooting from the hotel grounds at the offices of the 
Prime Minister across the street and the fire was being 
returned from the guards defending them. As our room 
opened onto a corridor into which every now and then 
bullets came through the glass louvered wall, we dared 
not attempt to go downstairs and inquire what was 
happening. We presumed there was a revolution going 
on. Eventually, when the firing died out, we went down
stairs. It was a dangerous and uneasy period; fortunate
ly we were leaving the country. 

In Senegal 
From March 26 to April 8 Amatu'l-Baha visited the 

friends in Dakar, the capital of Senegal. She was re
ceived by the President, Leopold Senghor, in an inter~ 
view lasting almost half an hour and presented him with 
a French copy of that wonderful essay of the beloved 
Guardian The Goal of a New World Order as well as the 
pamphlet on obedience to government. An excellent 
official press conference was held at the Ministry for 
Information as well as two individual interviews with 
representatives of different papers. DUring two radio 
interviews RUQ.iyyih Khanum was able to speak very 
openly and in detail about the Baha'i Faith. 

A representative of the Ministry for Information ar
ranged a public meeting at the Centre Culturel which 
was attended by about 200 young people, mostly univer
sity students. Senegal has not been immune to the CUT

rent student riots. For months the government had to 
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close the university, so it was to a discontented and in 
some degree truculent audience that she spoke. She 
emphasized that she wanted them to think, to get new 
ideas based on the teachings of Baha'u'IUlh, and at least 
examine them even if they did not agree with them. She 
spoke of obedience to government and non-violence, 
and dwelt at some length on the effect upon society this 
one teaching would have: to mention the good qualities 
and be silent about the bad ones, to praise instead of 
constantly criticizing. She said "this could not only be 
applied individually but could well be applied amongst 
nations, as they almost never had a good word to say 
about each other!" She laughingly asked the audience 
"Not to fall upon her too hard when the question period 
came; and to have some consideration for her age"; 
she said that French was not her native language. 

The question period was stormy; of course immedi
ateJy negative criticism about everything started? to 
which she said: "You see what I mean? Today we can 
not even open our mouths without criticizing and being 
entirely negative in our approach." A nice man, a little 
older than the students, came and stood beside her and 
said he agreed with everything she said and was ready 
to defend her views. It was hectic, the room was over
crowded, some of the youth openly scornfuL We have 
heard since then, however, that several of the ymmg 
men who attended this meeting have accepted the 
Faith. 

In the towns of Rufisque and Pikwe Amatu'l-Baha met 
with the Baha'is and their friends. The Persian pioneer 
family in Dakar have succeeded in laying a firm fOWl
dation of faith in the hearts of the new believers, almost 
all of Muslim extraction. This year the first Local Spir
itual Assemblies in these two towns were elected. The 
loving and attentive reception Amatu'l-Baha received 
from all the Baha'is in Senegal touched her deeply and 
added a new series of precious memories to this trans~ 
Africa tour. (To be continued) 

Meeting he~d in Rufisque, Senegal, wheTe a new Assemb!y was formed du.ring Ri4;Imin. 1971. 
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Memorials of Ihe Failbful. By 'Abdu·I·Baha. Translated 
by Marzieh. Gail. 

This book, recently translated into English, is being 
made available over a half century after the passing of 
the Master. It consists of remem brances of some seven
ty companions of Baha'u'llah, who fol1ewed Him into 
exile and prison, recol1ected by 'Abdu'1-Baha in the 
closing years of His life. Many were humble people, not 
otherwise known to later generations, but who earned 
their place in Baha'i history through their complete Jove 
and devotion to Baha'u'l1ah. 

The translator has written concerning this work: "The 
readlPf will probably find himself in these pages, whether 
he is the jeweler from Baghdad, one of the dishwashers, 
or the professor who could not endure the arrogance of 
his compeers. Mystic, feminist, cleric, artisan, mer
chant prince are here .... For this is more than the brief 
annals of early Baha'i disciples; it is, somehow, a book 
of prototypes .... These are short and simple accounts, 
hut they constitute a manual of how to live, and how to 
die. And if. to the cynical, these believers seem 
better than ordjnary men, we should remember that the 
presence of the Manifestation made them so, and that 
they arE being looked at through the eyes of the 
Master .... 1t 

The following comments are by Dr. Amin Banani, who 
acted as reader of the translation whi1e in manuscript 
form: "The language of 'Abdu'l-Baha is figurative. He 
makes use of a rich fund of literary devices-rhymed 
phrases, symmetrical forms, an iterations, assonances, 
metaphores, similes and allusions- --that far from sound
ing contrived and artificial, are naturally matched to 
the content of this book: the essence of faithfulness. 
With concrete images He describes spiritual states and 
psyC'hic levels of consciousness, as if to assert the pri
macy and reality of the realm of the spirit. To convey 
these qualities of language in translation is not an easy 
task. The able translator has taken the only path open to 
her and given us a faithful and literal rendering .... Let 
the words of 'Abdu'l-Baha trace in his rthe reader'S] 
mind the shape of the vaHey of love and faithfulness .... 
In His usual self-effacing way, 'Abdu'l-Baha says al
most nothing about Himself in this book. But occasional 
events in the lives of these companions are interwoven 
with His own. . His observant, warm and tender love 
surrounds these faithful believers, and through them, 
fiUs us with the same quaJities." 

This book has been artistically designed in a two
piece binding of fern green and ivory doth, stamped in 
gold. with an attractive jacket. A calligraphic design in 
the form of a bird of paradise appears on the book and 
jacket. It is by the wel1-kno-wn Baha'i calHgraphist, 
Mishkin Qalam whose life is extolled in this book. 

H,md of the Cause of God. Zikru'lhih Khadem has 
written concerning it: "It is a beautiful ar{form .. of 
the words Bismi'Hahi'I-Bahiyyi']-Abhil (in the name of 
the Glory, the Most Glorious), encompassing the thought 
of the bird of paradise in the form of the Greatest Holy 
Name sitting on the tree of Touba (i.e. name of a tree of 
paradisf'. meaning blessedness or excelle-nt). .. This 
art form ('"an bE' found in many Baha'i houses in Pf"rsia, 
framed and hung in a place- of honor." 

The book contains a frontispiece portrait of 'Abdu'l
Bah:i; 230 pages. 
P~r Copy... . .. $3.50 

..- ...... 
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In commemoration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the 
passing of 'Abdu'l-Baha, the entire Fall issue of 
WORLD ORDER win be devoted to the Master. Included 
are articles on: 

'Abdu'l-Baha-The Person 
'Abdu'l-Baha During the War Years 
'Abdu'l-Baha's Literary Legacy 
The Passing of 'Abdu'I-Baha 

Special features include: 
Excerpts from Juliet Thompson's Diary 
Review of Books about 'Abdu'1-Baha 

Make plans now to use the Fan issue of WORLD ORDER 

for deepening and proc1amation. 
Subscription rates effective ·with the FaU 1971 issue: 
Dome.tic. $4.50 (Students. $3.50). Foreign. $5.00. 
Please indicate whether new subscription, gift, or 
renewa1. No billing. 
Change of address-----especiaUy for Local Spiritual As
semblies and groups-should be reported immediate. 
ly to avoid expense and delay in receiving issues. 
All checks and address changes: should be mailed 
to: 

World Onier, Subscription Service 
415 Linden Ave •• Wilmette, ilL !i0991 

MAIJAYSIA: Less than one month since Convention, 
conferences have been held throughout Malaysia and 
Singapore. Every mile of roads has been assigned for 
opening of the Faith. As Baha'is go into the jungle in 
Pehang, others dock at the long-house in Sarawak; 
while anot.her team leaves Sungei Patani for an estate, 
another from Kauntan goes to a kampong while another 
team climbs the flats of Queenstown; others walk the 
roaq from Ipoh to Seremban or from Muar to Malacca. 

A giant plan was presented at the Convention. Hand of 
the Cause of God Dr. Muhajir reminded the friends that 
the Faith had to be carried to every Single soul as soon 
as possible. The goal was set for ten islands to be opened 
in the next six months. 

To Langkawi, a beautiful island called the "Pride of 
Kf'dah", Ganesan and Jayabalan on April 2, 1971, went 
on a teaching-excursion trip with a School Historical 
SociE'ty. By ("hance Balan met an old friend who prom
ised to arrange a fireside, which did not materialize. But 
the friend said the Temple prie.'it had some time ago 
mentioned something about the Faith. So off they went 
to the Temple and there, to their great surprise, was a 
familiar face coming to greet them. The priest was a 
Baha'i, who had declared a few years ago in Tanjong 
Pau E!'tate in mainland Kedah. The priest, Mr. Ganap
athy, explained that he had come to Langkawi six 
months ago and had mentioned the Faith to a number of 
people. 

It was clear that Mr. Ganapathy was sincere, but 
sheer necessity had kept him in his present job. While 
the Baha'is were talking to him, a group of youths came 
marching to the Temple singing hymns and ringing 
bells. As they neared the Temple. the prie.t rushed oft to 
perform the necessa ry rituals. Ganesan toolt the oppor
tunity to ask two of the youths whether they understood 
what they were doing. The answer was 11 blunt "No." As 
Ganesan bf'gan to explain that we should always ask 
ourselves why we do a certain thing or perform d ritual, 
the crowd bf"gan to gather around the Baha'is. The 
whole choir group attended a fireside right inside the 
Temple, with the- priest standing next to Ganesan, urging 
thE' vouths to listen to what he was saying. 

There was a df'claration the same e-vening, another 
the following day. and dear indi("atjons of others follow
ing in the near future. 

-From MALAYSIAN BAHA'I NFws, Vo1. 7, No.1 

....... --
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SARAWAK: At the Sarawak Trade Fair, Baha'is 
manned a booth for three weeks starting March 27, 1971. 
Thousands of people flocked to the fair and none could 
have missed the big bold sign "Baha'i Faith". Besides 
posters, a slide show drew people like a magnet. As they 
watched, a Baha'i handed out a pamphlet to each, in 
Chinese and English, which included a prepaid reply 
card. More than 7000 of these were given Qut, and very 
soon 200 replies had been received. 

The friends were organized on a roster basis to man 
the booth, but some even came back when not on duty to 
help with the teaching. 

The booth was a glorious "first", but only one of the 
approaches used by Baha'is in Sarawak, for they have 
had extensive newspaper publicity, regular radio broad
casts and proclaimed to the highest dignitaries in the 
land. 

Baha'i Holy Days are listed in the Sarawak Gazette 
and the Sarawak Almanac. Because of this, a radio 
station, on its own, to the astonishment of the Baha'is in 
the region on April 21, made the announcement: "Today 
10,000 Baha'is in 240 localities are celebrating the first 
day of Ri9vim .. , and elections of Spiritual Assemblies 
are taking place all over the country." 

-From MALAYSIAN BAHA'{NEws, Vol. 7, No, 1 
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Baha' ( News and 
National Baha'r Review 

As previously reported, BAHA'i NEWS is being placed 
on a subs~ription basis beginning with the October is
sue. This action has become necessary because of fi
nances. 

This notice applies only to Baha'is in the United States . 
. We .are attempting here to answer some of your ques

tIOns In order to save you from writing in. Each Local 
Spiritual Assembly of the United States win receive 
free of charge, three copies of BAHA'i NEWS, One should 
be kept on file and the other two may be circulated 
among the members, although one of these two should 
be preserved in the local library for further use. Each 
Baha'i group will receive one free copy of BAH.t,Vi NEWS. 

For some months BAHA'i NEWS has not been sent to new 
believers because the flood of declarations came in just 
at the time when the National Baha'i Fund was at low 
ebb, To receive BAHA'i NEWS from now on an individual 
must be a subscriber, However, all Baha'is in the United 
States are receiving the September issue without charge 
to help them decide whether Or not they wish to subscribe~ 

The NATIONAL BAHA'i REVIEW will now become an in
sert in THE AMERICAN BAHA'i which is sent free of charge 
to each Baha'i living in the United States. The purpose 
of TH~ A~ERICAN BAHA'i is to stimulate the teaching 
effort In thIS country and to share with the friends news 
of outstanding teaching activities while BAHA'i NEWS 
will continue to publish the bulk of the international 
news about the Faith. The NATIONAL BAHA'i REVIEW is 
designed primarily to serve as a channel for informa
tion from the National Spiritual Assembly to Baha'is in 
the United States. It will appear in such a form that it 
can and should be removed from THE AMERICAN BAHA'i 
folded and cut to fit a file or binder 8% x 11" where it ca~ 
be kept for permanent reference. 

The order to the printer for the required number of 
copies of BAHA'i NEWS must be placed at least a month 
before each issue. Tbis meaDS that a persoD who wishes 
Balul'. News must have his sUbscriptioD in by Septem .. 
her 13 in order to continue receiving the pUblication 
without .interruption. It is imperative, therefore, that 
there be no delay in sending in your subscription. If 
someone decides later that he wants the October issue 
it might not be available. The subscription price fa; 
BAHA'i NEWS is $6.00 a year, and it is for Baha'is only. If 
you subscribe to WORLD ORDER the price for both publica
tions is $9.00. If you change your address, the informa
tion must continue to be sent to the National Baha'i 
Center, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, 60091. If 
you subscrjbe to BAHA'i NEWS and/or WORLD ORDER the 
subscription and changes of address for the maili~g of 
BAHA'i NEWS and/or WORLD ORDER should be marked to 
the attention of: 

SubscriptioD Service 
415 Linden A.enue 
Wilmette, ll1inois 600~1 

B .... HA'i NEWS js published for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United 
States, as a news organ reporting current activities of the Baha'i world community. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Evelyn Hardin. Managing Editor; Miss Charlotte 
Linfoot. National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee. Mrs. Sylvia Parmel~e. 

Material must be received by the twemy·fifth of the second month preceding date of issue, Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, illjnojs 60091, U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to Membership and Records. National Baha.'i Center. 112 Linden Avenue, Wil
mette. Illinois. U.s.A. 60091. 
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At Fiesch, Switzerland, youth from five continents launched 1200 balloons 
la tell the masses of EUrope a!}out Bahd'u'Hdh. Each had a message from 
the Youth. Conference attached with. a reply card. The Glad Tidings;floated 
across seveTal ranges of the Alps and replies were returned from coun
rries as taT away as Austria, Ita!y and Yugoslavia. Literature was sent to 
4()O who replied, and visits weTe made to those near-by. WM aTe now 
studying the Faith. 

-Photographs by Haynes McFadden, Bern, Switze-rland 
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At the opening session oj the Fi.esch Conje-rem:e in the big halt 
of the Holiday CenteT. Lett to Tight, Theo WiTthneTt P~esident. 
Town Council, Fi.esch; Counsellor Anneliese Bopp wno 1$ 'trans· 
lating; Hand of the Cause Rll~iyuih KMnum. speaki.ng; Hand 
of the Cause DT. Adelbert Muhlsdilegel; CounsellM Betty Reed. 

Many thousands in the mountain valleys and villages 
of Valais (Valley of Rhone), heard the healing message 
of Baha'u'Uah for the first time in August 1971 when a 
thousand believers went out by foot, by train, car and 
bus. Pamphlets were distributed in large quantities. 
Mass teaching aimed at the heart, centered on the glad 
tidings of the coming of Baha'u'llah rather than on 
intel1ectual proofs, won its first victories in Europe. 
This result was achieved by much planningt prayer, 
meditation, consultation and dedicated effort. 

Objective 
The over·al1 purpose of the effort being made in the 

heart of Europe is to achieve and surpass all the Nine 
Year goals of that continent. The initiative was taken in 
January 1971 when The Universal House of Justice dele
gated Hand of the Cause Dr. Rai)matu'llah Muhajir to 
visit Europe and set up a two-year youth teaching plan 
to be coordinated by the Continental Board of Coun
seHors. An immediate goal was the launching of a vig
orous teaching campaign by the youth and the convoca
tion of a European Youth Conference in Switzerland. As 
the campaign gathers momentum there are to be semi
annual meetings in other European countries. 

The Swiss Conference was preceded during June and 
July of 1971 by the visit of a youth team of thirty from 
the United States. Their activities were under the ex
pert guidance of the National Coordinating Commit
·tee of the Swiss National Spiritual Assembly. 
Contributing know-how, enthusiasm and momentum 
were Bob Phillips, American Coordinator, ably assisted 
by TV personality Linda Marshall, Shanta Murday, 
Jeremy'Phillips and others. Enrollments gained for the 
Faith during this preliminary period gave proof that 
"it's only the beginning." (See story in BAHA'i NEWS for 
Septen'l ber, p. 6.) 

Conference in die Hub of Europe 
At Fiesch, Switzerland, 1,200 youth from fifty coun

tries gathered from July 31 to August 11, 1971 for the 
European Youth Conference. Fiesch is a modern holi
day center in the high mountain valley of the River 
Rhone in the heart .of Europe. The location near the 
Source of rivers which flow down in all directions to the 
seas, seems to symbolize the work of the Youth Confer
ence, the objective of which was to channel the teaching 
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Han.:d of the Cause RuM:fjllih. Khdnum nolA during time devoted 
to Slluaneous t-ranslatwns. 

effort toward countries of the continent and bring about 
the entry by troops into the Faith of Baha'u'llah. 

The Conference was under the auspices of the Euro
pean Board of Counsellors and was organized by the 
National Youth Committee of Switzerland with help 
from the youth Committee of Italy, in charge of the 
program. 

Speakers included Hands of the Cause Ru.l}iyyih Kba
nurn and Dr. Adelbert Miihlschlegel; South American 
Counsellor Donald Witzel; European Counsellors Betty 
Reed, Erik Blumenthal, and Anneliese Bopp and Ger
man National Spiritual Assembly member Dr. B. Hem
mati. 

At the opening session a message was read from The 
Universal House of Justice, also messages from the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the United States, the 
Swiss Government and from local authorities. 

InspintlioD 
For the talks by RUi)iyyih Khanum, an enthusiastic 

audience packed the vast auditorium, sat on the Hoor, 
stood in doorways and clustered on window ledges. She 
spoke from the heart with wit and humor in direct 
language, appealing to youth. Untiringly she answered 
questions, drawing on her unequalled experiences in ses
sions lasting up to four hours. She instilled in the hearts 
of her listeners a great love for the Cause of Baha'u'llah; 
a reverence, loyalty and submissiveness-and also the 
fire of the love of God exemplified by the life of the 
beloved. Guardian. 

Activities 
Evenings were devoted to social activity, exchanging 

views on teaching methods and projects, swimming in 



General sessions of the Youth ConieTence were held in the 
gymnasium of the little mou'n-tain viltage of Fiesch in order to 
accommodate aU 1200 oj- them. Translations were made through 
the public address system in one language and aUernativeIv in 
tOUT other wnguagcs to different sections of the gymnastum 
where the youth were grouped .by language. 

the large covered pool, and entertainment provided by 
groups from each country of Singers, musicians, danc
ers and actors. The most absorbing topic was teaching 
and special attention was given to the 1964 letter of The 
Universal House of Justice on this topic. Workshops and 
talks by experienced believers explored the new concept 
of the youth teaching campaign. A lending library and a 
bookstore with hundreds of publications in several lan
guages helped in deepening between sessions. 

Public Meeting 
The climax of the Youth Conference was a public 

meeting held in the gymnasium of the village of Fiesch. 
The haH was packed with 1,500 people, young and old, 
villagers, mountaineers, tourists, Italian and Spanish 
workers. Music presented by soloists and choirs from 
the various countries, the prayers, the slide show and 
talks in different languages touched hearts of the listen
ers. When an appeal was made to those who wanted to 
join the Faith, a first hand shyly went up, steadily 
followed by others, by songs 01 joy, by clapping hands. 
Tears came as spontaneous declarations were an
nounced; fifty-two that night. The next day twenty-four 
more accepted the Faith. There was a total of 199 decla
rations [rom seventeen countries during the entire Con
ference, 128 from persons residing in Switzerland. The 
wide embrace of humanity had at long last come to the 
old continent. 

Publicity 
Excellent news coverage was obtained before and 

throughout the Conference. International news agencies 
sent releases and photographs abroad. The Swiss Radio 
Corporation prepared news items and edited interviews 
for its short·wave programs broadcast to several con
tinents in English, French. Arabic, Spanish and Portu
guese. Counsellor Erik Blumenthal gave an interview on 
the Faith in German for the Swiss Radio. Journalists 
an? radio reporters interviewed RUQiyyih Khimum in 

-"-

A group of Swiss and American BaM'is entertaining. 

French, German and English. The Swiss Telegraphic 
Agency and Agency France Press correspondent! after 
meeting RuJ:1iyyih Khimum and several youth wrote: "It 
is a youth without barrier we met in Fiesch, a youth 
illumined with an inner joy, a communicative joy, in 
Jove with truth, seeking mutual comprehension and' 
peace." As a further testimonial, he left his daughter to 
attend the Conference. 

A novel and attention-getting kind of publicity was 
the launching of 1,200 balloons, each of which had at
tached to it a leafiet about the Faith and a reply card. 
Responses requesting inf-ormation now number 400. 

Forty youth. from the United States who participated in the 
Conference at Fie.sch. Switzerland. 
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Gaining Momentum 
The youth who gathered in Fiesch now travel·teach 

throughout Europe. In all directions, the spirit of Fiesch 
is flowing. The youth have pledged more victories to 
come. The administrative structure is ready to wel
come masses of new believers. A troop of veteran be
lievers is prepared to deepen them in the Faith. youth 
gatherings are scheduled early in January 1972 in Salz
burg, Austria and in August 1972 in Padua, Italy. which 
win undoubtedly bring European Baha'i communities 
to new heights. of service and triumph. 

'rhe beui1lfl:ing of mass enToUment at the publk meeting in 
Fje"sch. Switzerland, August 7. 

Hand 01 Ihe Came" RutJ{lIyfh ~h.dnum with Shanta MurdOJl at 
herolde. 

.:'.' 
Seated-Left to right: Fuji.ta~ DOTOlhll FeTTaby, Counsellor Bettu 
Reed. Hand of the Came Dr. Miihlschlegel. and Mrs. Moot: 
schlegel. 

Ru~iYllih Khdnum in traditional African dTess, with Fu;ita. 
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Youth in Burma Arise to Achieve Goals 
"Burma is ripe for mass teaching" was a directive of 

the Nine Year Plan, which further specified that four 
major minorities should be brought into the Faith. With 
only two years remaining to achieve the spiritual ~ic~ 
tory t decisive action was called for, and was taken. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of Burma arranged a 
teaching conference for two days in Rangoon, which was 
attended by forty youth and ten adults. The writings on 
the subject of teaching were searched out. Particularly 
noted was the reference of the Ri~vim 1971 message 
from The Universal House of Justice "The army of trav
eling teachers must be reinforced and the friends, par
ticularly the Baha'i youth, are called to seriously con
sider how much time they can offer to the Faith during 
the remaining two years of the Nine Year Plan· o

• 

Discussed were different means of approaching the 
masses and particularly the Buddhists. A nine-month 
plan was formulated, to end at Ri<jvan, 1972. Many 
youth volunteered to take the message to 113 localities 
and to form seventy-nine additional Assemblies by the 
specified date. All the major localities were marked on 
the map and names of volunteers were a.ssigned to their 
respective locations. The National Teaching Committee 
worked out the operation of the plan and the National 

Spiritual Assembly approved it-all in one day. The next 
day the volunteers started working the plan. It was a 
memorable and soul stirring occasion. 

Auxiliary Board member Fereidoun Missaghian was 
sent to Burma ahead of the historic planning Confer
ence. First he visited Rangoon, then the Village of 
'Abdu'l-Baha, Daidanaw (Kunjangun), accompanied 
by some of the National Spiritual Assembly members. 
They also visited two other locations, holding meetings 
and teaching the Cause. 

Burma had been opened to the Faith duripg the time 
of 'Abdu'l-Bah:i. by Siyyid Mehdi Shirazi of Iran, known 
as Jamal Effendi, more than seventy years ago. A few 
years later j Siyyid Mustafa Roumi, called a Hand of the 
Cause after his passing, arrived in Burma and was 
instrumental in bringing in the whole village of Daida· 
naw to the Cause of God: (See BaM'i News, June 1971, p. 
4.) A shrine is dedicated to him in this village. 

Mr. Abdu'l Hoseyn, grand-son of the first Baha'i in 
Burma, Jamal Effendi, is now in Rangoon serving the 
Faith. He has a note-book containing forty tablets by 
the beloved Ma$ter to his family, which promise many 
blessing for the Baha'Ois of Burma. 

Baha.'i friends in the viHage 01 ~Abdu'I~Bahd in Burma, Ju.ly 9,1971, 

OIf the younger Baha'i generationt in whom Shoghi 
Effendi has great hopes, . . . become both well in
formed and energetic, they surely can achieve a great 
deal ... They are the ones. to raise the call of the 
Kingdom and arouse the people from slumber. If they 
fail the Cause is doomed to stagnation." 

(Dawn of a New Day, p. 3) 

'1 , 



They set 'Up their tents on the beach. oj Dong-Giang, Da-Nang. 

Yout" Conference in Do-Nang, Vietnam 
A very successful Youth Conference was held in Da-Nang, in Vietnam on August 9 and 10, 1971. 

Over 100 youth of that Province attended. Their en tertainment in the evening attracted five hundred 
people, spread great enthusiasm and brought more people into the Faith. 

They gathered in fove and unity under the banneT of PeT fection. TheU sang the songs of peace. 
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Liberian President Tubman Passes 
Baha'is Participate in Memorial Services 

President William V. S. Tubman of Liberia suddenly 
passed away on July 23, 1971. On Tuesday evening, July 
27, a wake service was held at the Centennial Pavilion in 
Monrovia where President Tubman's body was lying in 
state. The new President of Liberia, the widow of the 
late PreSident, heads of African states, representatives 
of some foreign governments and of religious and fra
ternal organizations were all present. 

The director of the program, a Christian minister, 
introduced the Baha'i Faith as a faith existing in Li
beria. Many churches had tried but failed to be on the 
program, whereas Baha'i were invited to participate. 
Mrs. Georgia Sanchez, member of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Liberia, recited two prayers: one for the 
departed and one for mankind. When the words of 
Bahit'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Bahit echoed through the large 
pavilion, a special power seemed to have been released 
which brought a hush over the audience. Heads of State 
listened with special attention and respect to the Baha'i 
prayers. 

A special memorial service was held -by Baha'is for 
the late President Tubman on Sunday, August 1, 1971, at 
the Baha'i headquarters in Congo Town, Monrovia. This 
was done as a sign of respect to a President under whose 

leadership an atmosphere of religious freedom was 
created in the country, and which protected and sup
ported the growth of the Baha'i Faith in many ways. 

The program of the Baha'i memorial service included 
prayers~ readings from the Baha'i Sacred Writings and 
a tribute to President Tubman. This service was broad
cast the following evening from the national broadcast
ing station. The spirit of religious freedom and brother
hood was praised in this service. Also mentioned were 
the delight of President Tubman in receiving The 
Prodamation of Baha'u.'llcih, his support and expressed 
satisfaction in the holding of the historic Baha'i Con~ 
tin ental Conference in Monrovia, Liberia in January 
1971, and especially President Tubman's visit to the 
Holy Shrines of the Faith. Prayers were dedicated to the 
spiritual and material progress of the nation. This 
Baha'i tribute was published in one of the leading news
papers of the country. 

A television program on the evening of August 1, on 
Station ELTV paid a special tribute to the late President 
Tubman. Scripture readings consisted of The Hidden 
Words of Baha'u.'Hah and no others, read by a member 
of the Monrovia Local Spiritual Assembly. This led to 
many inquiries among the viewers. 

New Pioneers from the United States 
Pioneers in attendance at Summer Pioneer Institute in 

Wilmette, IlIinois, gather on the steps of the House of 
Worship. They are scheduled to depart for countries in 
South America, Asia and Europe. Assisting with classes 
at this Institute were Counsellor Hooper Dunbar 01 
SdUth America (back row, second from right) and Mrs. 
Carol Bowie, Secretary of the Pioneer Committee of 
Canada (back row, third from right). 

Those attending the Pioneer Conference have been 
invited because they are volunteers ready to go to their 

posts, and some leave directly afterwards. The Interna
tional Goals Committee conducts the sessions, giving 
cultural information, the history of pioneering, insight 
into the role of a pioneer with a new National Spiritual 
Assembly and health hints. A class on the Covenant is 
conducted by the Secretary of the U.S. National Spiri
tual Assembly, Mr. Glenford Mitchell. All this informa
tion is gathered from experience by the Goals Commit
tee, and given for the benefit of the new pioneers in order 
to assist them to achieve their objectives. 

-, 
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It IS but a Beginning In Sholapur 
"The work thus far achieved t in both the teaching and 

administrative spheres of Baha'i service, is highly re
assuring and truly meritorious in the sight of God. It 
is but a beginning however. Much remains to be 
achieved .... " 

-May 31, 1936 from 
the Guardian to the 

National Spiritual Assembly of India 

The Baha'i Community of Sholapur remembered the 
above words of the beloved Guardian on the eve of the 
Feast of Rahmat 128 B. E. when a three-day deepening 
class for the"village Baha'i friends of Sholapur area was 
inaugurated. It is hoped that this class will open a new 
chapter in the teaching and deepening activities of 
Sholapur area. It is but a beginning. The result achieved 
through this class has been so gloriOUS th at the friends 
have been inspired to carryon with more such deepen
ing c1asses. 

Those invited to the class were members of the se
lected Local Spiritual Assemblies elected Ric;ivim 1971. 
With preparations welJ in advance, the Baha'i l:ia~iratu'l
~uds at Sholapul' was fully prepared to welcome to its 
fold with a smiling face and open arms, all these se
lected souls who were to leave its threshold with faith, 
knowledge and love of the Blessed Beauty. 

The Local Spiritual Assembly and the Regional 
Teaching Committee planned a systematic program to 
enable the participant to gain maximum knowledge 
within the short period of three days. In assistance, the 
National Spiritual Assembly of India provided two able 
Marathi speaking teachers: Mr. A. K. Poonawalla and 
Me. N. S. Jadhav. Another area, Paona, also sent its jeep 
and two youths Mr. S. K. Yaganegi and Mr. Vahid 
Mottahed to crown the efforts with achievements. This 
spirit of co-operation, detachment and devotion was the 
secret of the success of the class. 

The hall of the Haziratu'l-Quds was decorated with 
the display of Baha."'i charts, picture cards of the Holy 
Land and the literature of the Faith in diverse Jan
guages. This hall which served as a silent teacher was 
adjacent to the haU where the Youth Principal, Mr. S. K. 
Yaganegi conducted the classes with two teachers and 
twenty-one participants. 

The interest of the participants was shown when the 
village friends took active part in the lively discussion 
held on the subject <4The Need of Religion for Mankind." 
It also revealed that only religion has the capacity to 
eradicate the prejudices to enable mankind to achieve 
its unity. 

Sholapur, Indta, deepening class--counting votes in the mock 
Assembly election. 

Deepening class at Sholapur on the last day. 

Besides learning about the moral and ethical teach
ings of the Faith, its history, its social and administra
tive principles, and the Baha'i Fund, the participants 
also took part in a mock election of the Local Spiritual 
Assembly. The mock election was conducted for a vil
lage Bahapur. 

The sUdes showing the Holy places and the world
wide centenary celebrations of the procJamation of 
Baha'u'lIah, not only impressed them but also served as 
a visual deepening media for these village participants. 
These, and the captivating spiritual atmosphere of the 
class spurred their hearts and minds to such an extent 

De~pening class, Sho!apu.,., India, June 24-26, 1971. Left, Mr. 
A. K. poonawaUa. traveling teache.,. who pfayed a. la1'ge part in 
organizing the dass. Center: Mr. Digambar Narayan Garad of 
Village Ranmas[e, who donated a part Of his land faT the Village 
tIa.;iratu'I-Quds. Right: Mr. N. S. Jadliav, teacher sent by the 
Nationa[ Spiritual Assembly of India trom Ujjain. especially faT" 
the c~ass. 
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that these simple souls composed devotional songs and 
rendered them with a spirit that is distinctly prevalent 
only in Baha'i gatherings. 

Every morning the class began with prayers in which 
everyone participated and every night they showed 
their love for Baha'u'llah by singing hymns of praise, 
Among the participants was also a Baha'I from vil
lage I:Ia~iratu'l-Quds, Mr. Digambar Narayan Garad t 

who had earlier donated a part of his land at his village 
to the National Spiritual Assembly of India to serve as 
a village 1:fa?-iratu'l-Quds. This selfless sacrifice on the 
part of Mr. Digambar Narayan Garad is a matter of 
privilege, since he is the first village Baha'i to do
nate his land for the I:Ia~iratu'l-Quds. This added to 
the joy and happiness of the local friends. 

The farewell program on the 26th evening moved the 
hearts of everyone. It was an occasion when sponta
neously the village friends got up and addressed the 
meeting and said that they had experienced the true 
Baha'i spirit throughout the duration of the class. And it 
was with feelings of great respect, love and exultation 
that each of them received from the hands of Mrs. 
Sushila R. Boralkar, a set of Baha'i books in Marathi as 
a souvenir of the c1ass. 

While leaving each felt that each had gained more 
than he had contributed. The Local Spiritual Assembly 
and the Regional Teaching Committee had gained the 
love of these participants. 

Two student pioneers presenting Baha'i litemtu1'e to Mr. It. K. 
Nehru, GovernOT of Assam (India), on behatf of the National. 
Spiritual Assembly of lndia, on June 23, 1971. Mr. Nehru. whoa 
was in the United States for many yeaTS, is wen informed about 
the Faith. 

Deepening Conference at Brandon, Manitoba, Canada 
On Friday, Saturday and Sunday, July 2nd., 3rd. and 

4th., an Auxiliary Board Team Deepening Conference 
Was held in Brandon, Manitoba supported by the Local 
Spiritual Assembly of that city and by the Baha'is of 
Cornwallis. Auxiliary Board members attending were 
Mrs. Peggy Ross and Ted Anderson. other speakers 
were Mrs. Arden Lee from Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Bob 
Cameron from Duluth, Minnesota; Tom Garroway from 

Baker Lake, North West Territories; Ishrat Naqui from 
Regina, Saskatchewan; Dr. Bill Guy from Brandon. 

The main presentations were: The Will and Testa
ment of 'Abdu'l-Bahit; The Guardian, Shoghi Effendi; 
Obedience to the Institutions; The Covenant; Youth~s 
Role in the New World Order; Obedience to Baha'i 
Laws. 

Friends from six different countries and from many 
areas of Canada were among the 100 plus attending. 
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California Victory Conference 
For Spanish-Americans 

A Conference designed especiaUy for the Spanish 
backgrotUld segment of the Baha'is of Southern Cali
fornia was held on July 31 and August I, 1971 in Santa 
Ana, California. 

Two members 'Of the Continental Board of Counsellors 
were present, Mr. Hooper Dunbar and Mrs. Florence 
Mayberry, and were a source of inspiration to about 200 
who attended. Miriam Merkovich translated from En~ 
glish in to Spanish. 

Mass teaching was the topic for the opening session. 
On Sunday discussions centered on the topic of consoli
dation. Mr. Dunbar gave a simple outline of what to say 
when mass teaching: mention the Founders of the 
Faith; the laws, especially that of prayer; and unity. He 
stressed the necessity of a plan for continuously teach
ing and deepening the new believers. Mrs. Mayberry 

A .session at the Spani8h-speaking Conference held at Santa Ana, 
California. Photographs by Paul SUiugnte1'. West Honywood, 
California. 

stressed total participation and pointed out that an can 
make some contribution, including child care. 

One man went around in his neighborhood and 
brought ten or twelve bi-lingnal children to the Confer
ence. During the "Unity Fiesta", held at the end of each 
session. a woman made her declaration and her two 
children, aged six and seven, also said they believed jn 
Baha'u'llah. 

Mass teaching was done before and during the Confer
ence, and afterwards as wen to give an opportunity for 
participation of those who had earlier expressed doubts 
about this method of teaching. These efforts resulted in 
many new believers. The Santa Ana community, espe
cially, received new inspiration as well as new tech
niques for teaching and deepening their Spanish back
ground believers, who now number approximately 
eighty. 

Counsellor Hooper Dunbar st'eaking at the SoutheTn California 
Victory Conference for Span1.Sh speaking believers, with Coun
sellor Florence Mayberry seated at the table. 
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Essential Maintenance of the Wilmette House of Worship 

The upper gaUe1'lI of thl? House of Worship with the drapes down 
for cleanina. There are two and one·quarter mill?s at drapes and 
OVeT 1800 window panes. 

--." .. - ....... --
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After a summer of fierce activity in the boiler room of 
the House of Worship workmen completed the installa
tion of three new gas heating units. These replaced the 
thirty-eight year old oil-fired boilers which were neces
Sitating increasingly frequent repair. Along with de
creased man-hours· needed for their operation, the new 
furnaces will be cleaner and run more quietly. They 
will produce only a fraction of the pollution which the 
old furnaces sent up the smoke stack, with a resultant 
lessening of the discoloration of the House of Worship. 

Workmen cutting away the thiTty-eight year old. boile1's to be 
replaced by modeTn gaa furnaces. 

All activity, however, has not been confined to the 
heating system. A soft green indoar-outdaor carpet has 
been placed in the entrance way to Foundation Hall. A 
quarter of a million visitors each year will thus be 
warmly and attractively greeted as they enter the exhib
it area. The average number of visitors a day during the 
summer has been 1200. 

Upstairs in the Auditorium itself, the drapes have 
been c1e aned. While the curtains were removed from 
the upper level, over 1,800 window panes were washed 
inside and out. 

Thirfll-eignt year old oil·fired boilers being dismantled to anow 
installation oj pollution-free ju1'naces. 
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Youth. from fifty cDuntries, 1200 strong, came together at Fiesch, Canton Valaw, Switzerland from August 1-11.19'11 
to study the teachings of BaM'u'Hdh, Founde1' of the Batui'i Faith. 

-Photog1'aph by Haynes McFadden, Bern 
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1971 
AjteT their stay in Switzerland. the young Ba.hd.'is from five continents and fifty count1"ies wi!! travel th-rou"hout 
Europe, teach-ina the Faith, The American youth will attend the North Atlanhc Oceani.c Confe-rence at Reyk1avik, 
Iceland iJeloTe coming home by charteTed plane, 

-~.- ...... ,-
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THE GREAT SAFARI 
of Hand of the Cause Ruhlyyih Khanum 

By Violette Nakhiav~nr. Companion 

Part four 

Motoring to Gambia we stopped over-night in the 
town of Kaolak and met with the Baha'is and their 
friends there, a group which largely resulted from the 
work of a full-time Africatt Baha'i teacher from Gam
bia. They were dev{)ted and well-informed. Their first 
Assembly was elected during last Rig.van. 

Eighteen days, from April 9 to 26, 1971, were devoted to 
teaching work in Gambia. This was one of the most 
thrilling and fruitful periods we spent in Africa. Be
cause of the departure of several pioneers and a general 
apathy the re-election of old Assemblies and formation 
of new ones was in serious jeopardy. Lack of manpower 
was one of the major factors. Rul).iyyih Khanum's ar
rival coincided with a meeting of the National Assembly 
and the quarterly meeting of the Board of Counsellors 
for West Mrica, She was therefore able to consult with 
both bodies and layout a campaign to elect the local 
Assemblies. 

A viUage street meeting in Adukrom. Ghana. Amatu'E-Bahd. is 
sta.mUnu in the back. 

The BaM'is of Kao!ak with Rtib;[yyih KMnum. Wri.Uen on. ·the 
bfackbooTd was a wann welcome for aU passen-bll to see. 

Amatu'I-Bahd. standing between the President o( Gambia, Sir 
Dawda Jawara (MghO, and Counsellor Dr. Wit 'lam MO%tDeU 
(left) . 

Amatu'l-Baha, accompanied by Counsellor Dr. Wil
liam Maxwell and myself were received by the President 
of Gambia, Sir Dawda Jawara. He informed us that he 
had been in the Holy Land and had visited the Shrine of 
the Bab. He is a much admired leader. Amatu'I·Bah" 
presented him with a copy of The Proclamation of 
Bahci'u'lhih, He was impressed when she said UWe must 
all be on· our guard against a new prejudice that has 
come into our society today, the prejudice of the edu
cated against the iUiterate and uneducated." The Presi
dent replied that he himself was a village man and thai 
he liked this thought which was very true, but thai it had 
never occurred to him belore. This remark seemed to 
strike just the right Dote. 

As Dr. Maxwell's visit to Bathurst had been planned 
a long time before and now coincided with that of 
RiilJiyyih Khimum they shared public events together, 
which was very pleasant in every way. Both spoke at the 
public meeting in the Baha'i Center and on an interest
ing radio interview. 

Encouraging Local Travel-TeacbiDg 
Amalu'I-BaM encouraged the friends to participate 

in the teaching activities of the coming week, both for 
the purpose of opening new·centers as well as strength
ening old ones and ensuring the formation of as many 
local Assemblies as possible. As a result of her appeal, a 
number of Gambian beUevers volunteered to devote 
most of their time to this work during that week. She 
also made sure that the National Assembly mel with the 
volunteers and planned a definite step-by-step pre>
gram. She then took her place as the General of our little 
army of ten or so and with much love, wisdom and 
enthusiasm guided it daily to its goals. 

Our area stretched as far as eighty miles from the city 
of Bathurst. One of the pioneers had a small omnibus 
which he had bought for just such a purpose. Every 
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morning he filled his car with as many of the friends as 
he could collect. With our beloved General seated on the 
front seat next to him, we would all set out, later to be 
dropped off in teams, each of the foreigners with a 
Gambian believer to translate and help us in the differ
ent villages. 

We were a typical group of Baha'is for the pioneer who 
owned the car was a Turkoman from jIraq, married to 
an American believer who had to stay home with their 
Gambian born baby_ The other devoted pioneer was 
from Malaysia. We had .known him in his own country 
during our visit of 1964. Now here he was jogging along 
with us on his way to form new Local Spiritual Assem· 
bUes in Africa. 

The plan was that we would be picked up along the 
route several hours later as the driver of the car was 
witb the last team that went the farthest. Often more 
than an hour or two was spent in walking around the 
village in the heat of the mid-day sun trying to find and 
collect the Baha'is and invite them to gather under the 
shade of the big tree, tbe usual meeting hall. Discus
sions, questions and answers would continue until late 
afternoon and often many new people would enroll un
der the banner of Baha'u'1Jah. 

On our way back each team would eagerly relate to 
the others the wonderful incidents of their own teaching. 
The joy and enthusiasm of everyone was so great that 
although very tired we could hardly wait for the next 
morning. During this period between ten to fifteen vil
lages were visited, each more than once. Some of them 
were completely new villages. One of the paints Rul)iy
yih Khanum often stressed in these meetings was the 
role of women in the community. She would encourage 
the women, who usually stay on the outer fringes of such 
gatherings, to come closer and sit with the others. She 
would tell them of the wonderful teaching of Bahii.'u'lIi1h 
about equality of men and women; of the beautiful 
example of 'Abdu'l-Baha likening humanity to a bird, 
one wing men and one wing women; When they fly in 

-.-
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perfect unison the bird can go higher and higher. In 
such words she .encouraged the WOmen to participate in 
the discussion and independent activity in the Cause. To 
Our infinite joy and pride many of these women were 
elected to the new Local Assemblies. 

Ri~vaD 
The c]imax of this week's effort came with RiQ-van. 

The teams went to the nearby villages on the eve of 
RiQ.van, April 20th, and then to the far away places all 
day on the 21st of April. Although for a whole week we 
had prepared the friends for this wonderful occasion yet 
often on arriving we would not find a single Baha'i 
present, Again, we would spend an hour walking around 
the village, calling tbe friends. Gradually they would 
arrive and the meeting could then be held. Time as we 
know it, the hurry and pressure of civilization, does not 
exist in the villages. There are also almost no highly 
nervOuS or bad tempered peoplel 

Rul)iyyih Khimum made it clear to all of us tbat we 
visitors were only the helpers on this wonderful oeca· 
sian and that the responsibility for the running of these 
meetings and the election of the Assem bUes was in the 
hands of the pioneers and the Gam bian believers, April 
21st was for Amatu'l-Baha as well as for Guilda Navidi 
and mOe the longest and one of the happiest days of our 
lives. Amatu'l-B-aha herself was present at the forma
tion of three of the nine Assemblies elected in our area 
(one other was elected up country). She enjoyed this 
experience so much that she later on told us all that 
from now on she will make sure that every year around 
this period she is in a place where she can help with the 
formation of such Assemblies, She said that although 
she was afraid to write the ballots for the illiterate 
friends-not being familiar with the language it was 
hard for us to catch names-still just to be able to 
address the friends-to hold the ballot papers in her 
hand until the tellers came to collect and count them, 
was an infinite bounty. 

A meeting in the vUt4ge Of Waassaeoung, G-ambt4~ one of those assisted by Amatu'I·BaM in the election of the Local 
Spiritual Assembly, 



Rti:M1I1Iih Khdnum a.nd Prerident FeHx Houpnouet-Boigny of 
the Ivory COast taken during tnei., interoi.ew Ion Abidjan. 

The highligh I of Ihis day was an incident which took 
place at the end of it. It was dusk and everyone was 
exhausted. We had just collected our last team and 
faced the long eighty mile drive home. Several times 
going to this village the car had passed by another 
village and because we did no~ know~ 3.!ly .one ]~ thiS 
village never stopped. Every tIme RUJ:llyyih J;g)anum 
said or:e of these days the inhabitants of this village will 
stop the car and complain that we never stop here, and 
ask us what we are doing in the other villages. 

Once again she said the same thing. As the car 
bumped slowly over the dirt track they. saw an old man 
standing on the road and very energetIcally mobonmg 
the car to stop. Sure enough he asked the inevitable 
question "Why is it that you go through our VIllage to 
the ·next vill age and never stop here to speak to us?" 
Every one was tired and hlmgry and ready to postpone 
this meeting to another day, but our beloved General 
would not hear of this. She came down· and walked into 
the little village square and sat and talked til them about 
Baha'u'llilh's Message Wltil it was so dark no face could 
be seen.. The old man, who was the still older Chief's 
brother listened carefully, and asked questions. He 
stated that he wished to be accepted as a believer there 
and then and his SOD, a man in his forties, with him. He 
plucked at his eighth-of-an-inch-Iong grey beard and 
said: 1<1 am not foolish. I am an old man, as you can see 
by my beard. I do not say this lightly without being sure, 
I have asked in the other village what you told them. I 
believe this is the Truth and accept it and I would like to 
see all my children and kindred accept it too." After 
this there was nothing to do but enroll him and his son 
on the spot. 

Annual CODvention 
Riil}iyyih Khanum invited the new believers and sev

eral others in some of the villages to come to the Con
vention and made it possible for them to do so. It is 
extremely important to seize the opp<>rtunity of the An
nual Convention and get the Baha'is, especially new 
ones to come to it as it confirms and deepens them and 
mak~s them realize they belong to something great and 
world-wide. This old man during the Convention got up 
in his very beautiful local costume and with great dig
nity said: ,jIf a man sees his neighbors carry shovels 
and spades and go to their fields, although it is the dry 
season and not a cloud in the sky, he should also follow 
them and work on his field, otherwise the harvest time 
comes his neighbors will reap a rich harvest and he 
will h~ve n-one. When I saw a car going to the neighbor~ 
ing village I did not ignore it. I went to the next village 
and asked them what they heard and when I was satis
fied I asked them to come to us also so that we may not 
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miss the rich spiritual harvest." 
The friends were blessed by the presence of their 

beloved Amatu'I~Baha in their Convention and were 
thrilled to hear that ten Local Assemblies were formed 
in Gambia. six in Senegal and one in Mauritania. This 
was a very joyous occasion and some of the time the 
floor was open to all the participants. We were all 
thri1led to ,hear so many wise and beautiful .examples 
and parables from our dear brothers from the villages. 
One of the new Baha'is who had not accepted the Faith 
prior to Amatu'l~Baha'is visit did so when she asked him 
frankly why he had not done so. At the Convention he got 
up and said: "If we are asleep and some one comes and 
calls us in great urgency. we must not neglect his call. 
It may be for a real reason. There may be fire in the 
house or flood in the field. We must instantly get up and 
investigate. For some time I did not heed, but this was 
wrong. I might have lost a great thing in my life/' A 
dear old man said: HIn OUr language of Wolof we have a 
proverb. We say 'if the bird is eating he does not need to 
make a noise' and so if the Baha'is Hve the life of a 
Baha'i they will naturally attract the attention of every
one. " 

Another villager said: nSome of our Baha'is are weak 
and some are strong, but we should be kind and loving 
towards aU. If we have several children one may be 
ailing or one crippled. But don't we love all of them 
equaUy?" To hear these beautiful words of wisdom. the 
immemorial heritage of the villagers, is a joy and a 
pleasure. One of the many lessons our beloved Amatu'l
Baha has taught us in her trips is to draw out these shy 
and humble villagers in the conferences and conven
tions so they wi1l stand up and speak and share their 
beautifuJ thoughts and experiences with all. I.f one lis
tens to these simple but wise people, the majority of 
whom are illiterate, one can learn much about the way 
of approaching others and proving to them the beauty 
and validity of the message of Baha'u'lhlh. 

CODvenlion for Ivory Coast, Mali and Upper Voila 
In Abidjan, the Ivory Coast, Amatu'I-Bah,; attended 

Madam Vera.. (second from left), widow of the first Baoo'i in 
Portuguese GUinea. Her husband was imp-risoned and beaten to 
death because he would not !Jive up the Faith. RuMYJJ.'ih KMnutl'l. 
(third), Violette Na/'wjavam (first) and Guilda Nauidi, (jOurth). 

--.----~ 
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the Convention to elect the first National Spiritual As
sembly of the Ivory Coast, Mali and Upper Volta as the 
special representative of The Universal House of Jus
tice. 

The Conven tiOD was preceded by a two-d:ay teaching 
conference. This was another very happy occasion. 
Amatu'l-Bah£. had been so recently in all three coun
tries the friends were thrilled to have her as a witness to 
their marvelous achievements and to proudly inform 
her of the victories won in the short time since her visit. 
The number of local Assemblies in the Ivory Coast had 
already surpassed the goal set for them by The Univer
sal House of Justice in its Message to the Convention! 
Mali -proudly annOWlced two new Centers having 
Baha'is, one of them none other than the famous city of 
Timbuktu visited by Riihiyyih Khanllm a few months 
earlier. The village of Affery in the Ivory Coast, opened 
by Amatu'I-Baba in December of 1970, now had over 
seventy believers, seventeen of whom, including many 
women, attended the Convention and delighted all by 
singing Baha'i songs composed by themselves. 

During this third visit to the Ivory Coast, Amatu'l
Baha was received by President Felix Houphouet
Boigny J one of the most enlightened leaders of Africa. 
He raises his voice in a continuous appeal for unity, 
equality and peace throughout Africa and in the world. 
With deep Sincerity he said that it was an honor for him 
to meet RUl:tiyyih Khanum and exchange with her such 
profound thoughts. Although we were seated in a luxuri
ous palace, the President said he prefers the simplicity 
of village life and whenever possible flees to the sanc· 
tuary of·his village home. 

When Amatu'I-Baha asked him if he had ever re
ceived the special copy of The Proclamation of Ba
ha'u'lIcih which was sent to Heads of State by The 
Universal House of Justice, he said that he had not but 
that he would very much like to see it. Amatu'l-Baha 
said she would be most happy to send him a copy in 
French which she later did, with a warm dedication t6 
him. She presented him with a copy of. the small pam
phlet on "Obedience to Government" during her visit, 
saying he would, no doubt, have the Faith brought to his 
attention in the future and he should know this was one 
of its cardinal tenets. 

Pub6cily in Abidjan 
Amatu'I·Baha had a very wonderful press conference 

in Abidjan which was televised and shown the next day. 
During this press conference several interesting ques
tions were asked and ably answered. One of them was: 
"How can an illiterate villager who cannot read or write 
comprehend these profound teachings and become a 
Baha'i?" "There are two channels," she replied, 
"through which a man can understand and believe; one 
is through the head and one is through the heart. It is 
natural for an educated man to study the Baha'i writ
ings before he accepts them. He must read 'and weigh 
them with his reason and then accept. But for the 
illiterate man this is not possible; he judges by another 
method. Denied writing, his intuitive faculties are much 
sharper. He feels it is the truth and accepts it instantly. 
By either method anyone is welcome to become a 
Baha'i; only he mUst believe it is the Truth. Her highly 
educated listeners immediately saw the point and liked 
this answer immensely. 

Another astute question was: "How do you reconcile 
the two contradictory teachings of this Faith, strict 
obedience to government on one hand and belief that 
war is wrong and working for peace and brotherhood on 
the other? You say that strict obedience to government 
is carried so far that if a Baha'i is obliged to take up 
arms and go to war he must obey his government, even 
though all his teachings are aimed at peace and against 
killing. How can you reconcile this contradiction?" 

_.,-
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Amatu'l-Baha with. chief Kebah Badji of Btdengat in Fonyi 
Bondali. The Gambia, taken during the second N ationat Conven
tion of the Baha'is of Upper West Africa. 

Amatu'l-Baha, with that beautiful smile in her eyes as 
well as on her face, said "We are 100 per cent for peace 
and 101 per cent for obedience to government". This 
answer was met with genuine applause. 

In addition to this press conference there were two 
excellent television programs as wen as a radio inter
view. Two public meetings were held, both on the topic 
"The Spiritual Destiny of Africa", one in Abidjan and 
the other in Dabou. where the District Governor and 
many school teachers were present. This general proc
lamation of the Faith, for the first time in the Ivory 
Coast, will no doubt lead to still greater victories in 
future. 

Agaio 00 Safari 
Having stowed everything back in the Land Rover 

which had been waiting for us in Abidjan, we proceeded 
for the fourth time to Ghana, this time to visit the 
coastal centers in the South. Guilda Navidi had left us 
in Abidjan to fly to Europe. On May 10th Amatu'I·Bahit 
had started out for the frontier. Car trouble obliged us to 
sleep at the little border town of Agnbilerou because the 
two frontiers with aU the officials had closed down at six 
o'clock! The next day we fully appreciated the fact we 
were nO longer traveUing by air fDr we drove fourteen 
hours, part of it on extremely rough roads. The jungles 
and hills were breathtakingly beautiful. We rejoiced 
that we were back again on the real safari. Late in the 

. evening we reached the city of Takoradi in the South of 
Ghana. The next day we met one of the National Assem
bly members who took us to the meeting with some of 
the Baha'is Df Takoradi. As most of the friends work in a 
CDcoa factory on shifts it is very difficult to meet them 
all at once. We headed along the coast in the direction of 
Accra. 

In th~ village of Sofokrom, newly opened to the Faith, 
and its Local Assembly scarcely a month -old, Amatu'l
Baht. met with the friends and many villagers. Chairs 
and benches were put in the dirt street in front of a 
house which had an electric hght above its door, a 
remarkable sign of prosperity for in Africa few vilIages 
are electrified. The son of this family is a Baha'i. He had 
obtained his father's permiSSion to have the meeting 
outside their house. Over 150 people, men, women and 
children, eagerly Hstened to Amatu'l-Baha expounding 

....111...,., 
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the teachings of Baha'u'llah. 
It was once again her beautiful explanation on the 

subject of life after death and the Teachings on the 
immortality of the soul which captured their attention. 
Many questions on the laws of Baha!u'llah, about the 
Baha'i funeral service, and other points were asked. It 
was a pity we had to motor on to our hotel near Cape 
Coast for the people, particularly the young men and 
officers of the new Local Spiritual Assembly would have 
liked to ask questions all night, it seemed. 

Near Cape Coast, with the help of the dear Irish pio
neers and local believers, many villages have been 
opened to the Faith. Amatu'l-Baha gave a very thought
provoking talk to the senior students in the Ghana Na
tional College on the subject: "What kind of future do 
we want?" In the course of. her lecture she recalled that 
in Gambia she had met an Englishman who had tamed a 
wild hyena. She was amazed to see how this ferocious 
animal came to its master to be stroked and petted, 
making little noises of joy. She remarked to him: "It 
seems strange indeed when we .see how great the effect 
of love is on a wild beast that we seldom try it on our 
fellow human beings!" 

She also spoke to a Jarge number of senior girls at the 
Catholic Holy Child College on the role of women in 
society, the Teachings of Baha 'u 'lhih on the equality of " 
men and women and the rights and duties of women in 
general, as well as on the role of youth in the developing 
societies of Africa. She said "How often women can be 
the voice of conscience to their men and through love, 
wisdom and righteousness keep them from taking a 
wrong step in life." This was the second Baha'i talk the 
college had permitted. Several of the girls expressed 
their wish to becom e Baha'is. 

...... 
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At the invitation of a young man, a new believer, 
whose mother has also become a Baha'i and whose 
father is a prominent local Muslim, Amatu'l-Baha went 
with him to visit his village of Adukrom. She spoke to 
more than seventy people there about the Faith. She was 
received with that typical African hospitality and love 
which is always such a joy to experience. In another 
village, Menyamewat where the Baha'is have been 
teaching the children of the village regularly, they re
galed us with Baha 1 i songs and prayers in their loud 
clear voices. 

Once "again we arrived in Accra, just in time to attend 
a farewell gathering the National Assembly had ar
ranged for five pioneers who were leaving Ghana. 
Rul).iyyih Khimum spoke of the devoted services of these 
pioneers, the great importance of 'both black and while 
Baha'is pioneering to Africa, and said "In this way we 
demonstrate, in a world where racial prejudice is stead
ily increasing, the cardinal principle of our Faith, the 
Oneness of M"ankind." She stressed that perseverance is 
of the utmost importance in pioneering. In this case the 
farewell was not as sad as it might have been for two of 
the pioneers were going to other African -countries to 
serve. Two others planned to -occupy home front goals 
on their return. One was going to complete her educa
tion and then plans to pioneer in the future. 

The Baha'is of Accra have been very active in teach· 
ing in many villages within easy reach of the capitol. 
Domiabra, Amaniro and Matsi were all visited by 
Amatu'l-Baha in one day and Kweimango and Peduase 
on the following day. Shortly before her departure she 
was also able to go to Ashiaman. In all of these places 
there are entirely new flourishing Baha'i communities. 
Local Spiritual Assemblies have been formed ;rnd the 

The village of Kwelmango. one of the many new gTOUPB of Bahd'is in Ghana. 

~ .. 
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friends are regularly visited and deepened in the teach
ings. In the village of Jan Kama an excellent Nineteen 
Day Feast was conducted, organized and participated 
in by the local believers. This was the best witness to 
the capacity of the villagers and the soundness of their 
Baha'i teachers. 

We have already flown at least 5000 miles and motored 
over 18,000 miles. We ask ourselves: "When will the 
great Mrican safari end?" 

As our plane flew up into the bright African sky and 
headed for Switzerland another chapter of this fabulous 
safari of RU1].iyyih Khimum came to an end. Amatu'l
BaM. had been urged by The Universal House of Justice 
to accept, if she felt she could, the loving request of the 

. European Counsellors to address the European Youth 
Conference in Switzerland at the end of July. The Uni
versal House of Justice also suggested she might con· 
sider taking time off for a much needed rest before she 
resumes her African tour. That is what she plans to do 
as the effects of her long illness after the South Ameri
can Continental Conference in Bolivia have not yet 
entirely disappeared. God willing, in August, We will 
return to Accra, pick up the Land Rover and start to 
recross the continent from West to East. Then we will 
proceed Southwards to see the faces of other dear 
friends, eagerly awaiting Amatu'l-Bahit.'s visit promised 
at the Intercontinental Conference for Africa held in 
Uganda in 1958. Since OUr arrival in Africa in July 1969, 

(Germany, June 1971.) 

Amatu'l~Bah.4 in Amantro, Ghana, Th.i.r .rimple sfnlctuTe 
is the first .ifa.?frat'tl/~-Quds to be constTucted by the villaQe 
Baha'13 in Ghana. 

Believers who attended the seccmd National Convention of UPPeT West Africa on April 2f.25, 1971. taken i.n front 
oj the Nationo.l .{la,pTatu"-Quds, Bathurst, Gambia. Hand of the Cause RtiMYlIih Khanum is in the center holding 
the Greatest Name. 

RtUtfllyih ~hdnum with members of the National Spirit1U11 As
sembly af ---Upper West Africa. On front row are Mrs. NOSf'at 
Rouhani, Treasu'1'eT' Ru~fytrih. Khci.num; Mr, Nassiron Tauh.idi. 
Standing, left to ripht: Mr. KannTyah K. Adaikkalam, SecTetaf'Y; 
Dr. B. Amin, Chatrman; MT. Ali Beh;at; M'1'. Bye N'jie .Lowe; 
Mr. Samba M. B. Gaye; Mr. E. S. N'duTe, Vice-Chon"man; 
Mr. Ali",- BaMf'a If Jie. 



l:!and 01 the C~u.se Rllh{yyih Kluinu~ at II session "1 the Na. 
twnal Conventwn of NOTth West AfriCa. Beride her U' ChaTle.r 
Sanyang, travel teacher, transtating. 

Some of the pa'l"ticipants in the Teaching Institute held in Bomi 
Hills. Liberia. July 23-Z5, 1971, 

Bah~': History. of Iceland 
This history of the Bahit'i Faith in Iceland started with 

the visit of Hand of the Cause Mrs. Amelia Collins in 
1924. She made many friends during her short stay. In 
July 1935 Martha Root visited Iceland. Very soon the 
Theosophical SoCiety of Reykjavik had a large quantity 
Qf Baha'i literature. The memory of these two wonderful 
women is still fresh in this country_ 

Also from America came the first Baha'i pioneer, 
Mar gueri te Allman in 1956. Erica Petursson was the 
second Icelandic Baha 'j and waS taught by Marguerite 
Allman. Until 1969 only a few found the Faith-about ten 
persons. After the visit of Continental Counsellor Betty 
Reed in January-February 1971, there were 130 new 
declarations, and of these eight are adults. 

The friends rented a hall in a cafe· for four weeks, from 
8:00 to 12:00 p,m., and visitors streamed in and out, The' 
number of Baha'is grew from week to week. All are 
confident that the Oceanic Conference for September at 
Reykjavik win further increase the numbers of the 
friends_ 

(From BAHA'i-NAcBRIcHTEN-in Deutschland, 24. Juni 
1971) 
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Some ot those attending the National Convention of- North West 
Africa. 

Deepening Conference 
in Micronesia 

A deepening conference sponsored by the National 
Teaching Committee of Micronesia was held the week
end of July 3-4 with the members of the newly formed 
local Spiritual Assembly of Dublon Island in the Truk 
District of the Caroline Islands. David Songer and Rich
ard Benson, a trav~1 teaching team from Guam, were 
hosted for the OccaSIOn by the Dublon commWlity. Veri
ties of the Faith were probed in lively consultation, and 
many valuable idea-s were developed centering around 
sh aring the message of Baha'u 'nah with the Micronesians 
while there is yet time_ 

The Dublon Assembly, the first to be formed in the 
Truk District, establishes a hard won beachhead to 
assist the growth of the world order of BaM 'u 'llith in 
that immense part of Micronesia_ 
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Fiji Teaching Conference 
Immediately following the second Annual Convention 

of the Baha'is of the Fiji Islands, thirty to forty Baha'is 
gathered together on SundaYJ 25th April, 1971 to discuss 
"Preparing for Our Part in Winning the Goals", The 
spirit of unity which had prevailed throughout the Con
vention, continued through to the Conference and we 
truly felt that we were the "fingers of one hand, the 
members of one body" . 

Most of the sessions were conducted by two or three 
speakers and covered such subjects as: ULet deeds not 
words be your adorning", '·Living the Baha'i Life", 
"The Baha'i Commu.nity in the Village", "Ideas for 
Teaching Our Children". "The Nineteen Day Feast", 
uGoals and Funds", "The Laws and the Need for Obe
dience'" a panel discussion, and HOur Oceanic Confer· 
ence". 

Nearly all the speakers stressed the need for our deeds 
to match our words and if we were to do this, we could 
change the whole life of a village or, in the city and town 
areas, we could obtain a much fairer hearing. It was 
pointed Qut, that example is needed, not only in teaching 
children, but in teaching adults as well. The Nineteen 
Day Feast was likened to the heart in the body, for it is 
the heart of the Baha'i community where we give out our 
spirit to others and in return, we gather the spirit to help 
us in all.out efforts for the next nineteen days. 

Mr. Donald MacLaren told us that the laws of the 
Faith are spiritual laws and are for our help and protec
tion. If we disobey them, we harm ourselves. The panel 
ably answered questions put to them from the audience 
and covered marriage and marriage laws, the Fast. 
standing of Baha'i youth in the community, burial and 
baptism. 

The two most exciting sessions covered the goals and 
the Oceanic Conference. It Seems assured that Fiji will 
attain all its goals by next Ri<;lvan and we are all plan
ning to surpass them. The three speakers on this subject 
pointed out that we cannot do all we would like to do 
unless the Funds are supported. Mrs. Gina Garcia, Aux
iliary Board member, conducted the session on the 
Oceanic Conference, and promised us hard work before, 
lots of fun during the Conference, and more hard work 
in teaching after it was over. • 

A highlight of the Teaching Conference, following the Conven
tion, was the news of tM appointment of MTS. Gina. Garcia 
(center) as an AuxiliaTY BoaTel membe'T. . 

F~ji Teaching Conference: A panel under the leadership of M-J". 
Rlchard Lucas (WIth glasses), answeTS questions from the fiOOT 
of the Conference. 

MembeT~ Of the Nat.Km.a! S12i~tual Assembly of the Fiji I.sla.nds. 
Left to nght: Mr. Vl(:tOT Wdhams, Mrs. A, F. Bobbie MacLa-J"en, 
Mr. Sekove Tasoqosoqo. Mr. Ratu Savenaca Senilolo Mrs. Bettf: 
Jac~.ron (Treasure!"). Mrs., Pamela Derozhinsky (Chai-J"man, 
behmd he~hMr, IdTtB Hussein, Mrs. Irene Williams (Secretary 
Dr. Peter rvOOdTOW (Vice·ChaiTman). • 

Trinidad and Tobago Correspondence Course 

The National Spiritual Assembly of Trinidad and 
Tobago is offering a free correspondence course on the 
Faith to all Baha'is in their area who wish to take it. 
After a believer enrolls, a lesson will be sent about every 
week t and occasionally a question list to be answered. 
Those who complete the cOurse will receive a certifi
cate. 

-From the TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO BULLETIN, July and 
August, 1971. 
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The Key to Progress of the Faith 
"The spirit that animateth the human heart is the 

knowledge of God, and its truest adorning is the recogni
tion of the truth that 'He doeth whatsoever He willeth, 
and ordaineth that which He pleaseth.' Its raiment is the 
fear of God, and its perfection steadfastness in His 
Faith" (1) 

The Universal House of Justice has given us a Nine 
Year Plan with two major th~mes. They are: u •.• a huge 
expansion of the Cause of God and Wliversal participa. 
tion by 'aU believers in the life of that Cause. "(2) 

Perhaps at this time we should look squarely at uni
versal participation. This goal is as yet unachieved. 
"For extensive and deep as has been the sharing in the 
glorious work of the Cause, who would claim that every 
single believer has succeeded in finding his or her full
est satisfaction in the life of the Cause? U (3) 

First of aB, what does universal participation mean? 
It does not mean that we assign jobs to each other. It 
does mean that we each do four things enumerated by 
The Universal House of Justice: liThe dedicated effort 
of every believer in teaching, in living the Baha'i life, 
in contributing to the Fund, and particularly in the per
sistent effort to understand more and more the signifi
cance of Bahi!'u'llah's Revelation. In the words of Our 
beloved Guardian, lOne thing and only. one thing will 
unfailingly and alone secure the undoubted triumph of 
this sacred Cause, namely, the extent to which our own 
inner Hfe and private character mirror forth in their 
manifold aspects the splendor of those eternal spiritual 
principles proclaimed by Bahil.'u'llah.' "(4) 

Why universal participation? The Universal House of 
Justice equates it with the spiritual health of the B-ah,hti 
world: II iRegard the world as the human body' wrote 
Bah,,'u'llilh to Queen Victoria. We can surely regard the 
Baha'i world, the army of God, in the same way. In the 
human body, every cell, every- organ, every nerve has 
its part to play. When all do so the body is healthy, 
vigorous, radiant, ready for every call made upon 
it."(5) 

We cannot function in harmony if parts of the body 
are missing. Whatever is healthy for the body is likewise 
healthy for each cell. This mutual helpfulness of differ
ent parts was described by our beloved Master: "In the 
same way consider the body of man; it must be com
posed of different organs, parts and mem·bers. Human 
beauty and perfection require the existence of the ear, 
the eye, the brain, and even that of the nails and hair; if 
man were all brains, or eyes, or ears, it would be equiva
lent to imperfection .... "(6) 

What are the infaHible promises of universal partici~ 
patiQn? H ••• the participation of every believer is of the 
utmost importance, and is a source of power and vital
ity as yet unknown to us .... If every believer will carry 
out these sacred duties, we shall be astonished at the 
accession of power which will result to the whole body, 
and which in its turn will give rise to further gTowth and 
the showering of greater blessings on all of u .... (7) 

So we have a source of great power and vitality, 
further growth, and greater blessings on all. What great
er help to consolidation could we ask? 

In an urgent message to us The Universal House of 
Justice in November 1969 said among other things, 
"Universal participation, a salient objective of the Nine 
Year Plan, must be pressed toward attainment in every 
continent, country and island of the globe."(8) Then, 
over a year later, in December 1970, in a message that 
began, I'We have reached a critical point in the progress 
of the Nine Year Plan", (9) our Supreme House of 
Justice described how at this crucial moment, when the 

activities of the believers and the expenditure of ftmds 
should be increased to seize the opportunities which lie 
before us, the Baha'i International Fund found itself 
plWlged into a grave crisis by a steep reduction in 
contributions. A little further in that message they tell 
us: liThe real answer lies. not in restricting the activi
ties of the friends at this time when mankind stands in 
such dire need of the Message of Baha'u'llilh but in the 
universal paTticipation of every believer in the work of 
the Cause/ J (10) And again another mention in this mes
sage was: "The universal participation of the be1ievers 
in every aspect of the Faith-in contributing to the 
Fund, in teaching, deepening, living the Baha'i life 
ad~inister~ng the affairs of the community, and, above 
all, m the hfe of prayer and devotion to God-will endow 
the Baha'i community with such strength that it can 
overcome the forces of spiritual disintegration which 
are engulfing the non-Baha'i world, 'and can become an 
ocean of oneness that will cover the face of the 
planet. "(11) 

E.ach of us should read these messages once again and 
deCIde whether or not we are responding properly to the 
summons of The Universal House of Justice. If we are, 
then have we helped our brothers ·and sisters in the 
Cause as would please Baha. 'u 'llah? 

liThe real secret of universal participation lies in the 
Master's oft..,xpressed wish that the friends should love 
each other, constantly encourage each other work to
gether, be as one soul in one body, and rr: so doing 
become a true organic, healthy body animated and 
ilI':l~ined by the spirit. In such a body all will receive 
spIrItual health and vitality from the organism itself, and 
the most perfect flowers and fruits will be brought 
forth. "(12) 

NOTES: 
1. Gleanings, p. 291 
2. Wellspring of Guidance, p. 37 
3. Ibid. p. 38 
4. Ibid. p. 25 
5. Ibid. p. 37 
6. Some Answered Questions, p. 149 
7. Wellspring of Guidance, p. 38 
8. Baha'i News, Jan. 1970 
9. Baha'i News, March 1971 

10. Ibid. 
11. Ibid. 
12. Wellspring of Guidance, p. 38-39. 

BARBADOS now has 700 new believers. A mass teach
ing team from the Pioneer Committee for the Americas 
spent four weeks in Barbados, which resulted in 550 be
lievers. One team stayed behind and brought in 150 more 
and the increase continues at the rate of about twenty~ 
five new declarations daily. 

CORRECI10N: In the May 1971 issue of BAHA'i NEWS, 
on page 11, Auxiliary Board member Pierre Augustin of 
Haiti is shown at the left of a group of interested friends 
not believers as stated incorrectly. ' 

HA VB YOU MOVED? It is necessary to mail your 
change of address to the National Center. If you subscribe 
to BAHA'i NEWS or WORLD ORDER, also send address change 
to: Boha' Su ...... iplion Service 

415 Linden Ave~ Wilmette, In. 60091 
Readers of BAHA'i NEWS living in other countries will 

continue to receive copies as before until further notice. 
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Mass Teaching In Australia 
"If two months ago someone had said that we were on 

the verge of mass teaching, not many would have be
lieved it .... It does work and we can do it," declared. 
Leela of Sydney. 

Eva said: "A few of us were blessed to be present at 
the first declaration from mass teaching-the very first 
time on this continent when the visiting Baha'i team 
tried it out .... We stopped two cars tn the middle of a 
lane ... on seeing an aboriginal girl waving to greet us. 
... After warm greetings, in two minutes she signed her 
declaration card .... In One hour. we left with five 
declarations .... " 

To approach a total stranger in the street, an unusual 
experience for m'ost of us, requires a new courage and 
confidence which can only be attained through prayer 
and spiritual assurance. 

Some hints on mass teachjng from Australia are: Pray 
to be led to the souls who are waiting to hear and accept 
the Faith. Mass teach tn teams of two or three. Look for 
people who appear not to be in a hurry; respect the boss' 
time if he is working. Say you are a Baha'i. Ask people if 
they would like to hear about the Faith. Tell them it 
won't take long. Stress unity, harmony and peace. 
Never force yourself on people. Never argue. Encour
age the listener to say CjBaha'u'llah. u Lead the listener 
wi th questions with which he will wish to agree. Concen
trate on basic truths, unless asked about specifics. Be 
sensitive to the spiritual response of the listener. Then 
he may be asked if he would like to become a Baha'i. 

Leela and Raphael went intQ a fruitshop tn Redfern. 

The owner of the shop made his declaration of Faith. His 
two shop assistants then declared. They told the cus
tomers in the shop; they declared. Then they all went 
outside and told six boys who were standing On the 
footpath-they declared_ 

Chairmaine was having no success telling people 
about the Faith. She stood on the corner of the street and 
said The Tablet Of A1tmad, and when she turned around 
there stood a ninety year old man asking her why she 
was praying. He then dec]ared to her and they both 
walked over to two youths, told them about Baha'u'llilh 
and they both also declared. 

For three weeks, during July 1971. a mass teaching 
team from the United States (South Carolina) conSisting 
of Jordan Young, Roger Hoff and Raphael Herring, a 
"mixed" group, have been actively leading in mass 
teaching in Australia. This activity was initiated and 
deputized by The Universal House of Justice with the 
cooperation of the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States. 

In Sydney there were over seventy declarations in six 
days. All those involved discovered within themselves a 
Hthirst" to continualIy go out and tell everybody about 
Baha'u'Hah. Yet they know that "Teaching and consoli
dation go hand-in-hand, they are inseparable and con
temporaneous. Neither is acceptable without the other," 
as stated by Hand of the Cause of God William Sears in 
his tape recording about Mass Conversion. 

(Gleaned from AUSTRALIAN BAHA'i BULLETIN, July 1971) 

Members. of the newly elected National SPirt:tual Assembly oj 
Conpo Kmshasa, May 9, 1971. Left to right, Mat"cel Kabasele, 
Lou~s Setemani, Sylvan Ngundu, OSC41' Rashidi. Zachat"ie GaUl, 
Jean-Pierre Laperche8, Amos Njettee, As-ani Luambo, Anne~ 
Ma1'ie Laperche8. 
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DAVISON SCHOOL,/frst session in 1931. Many who attended 
are now assisting- us frOV"- the 'Abhd king-dom. Some cannot -now 
be identified. Bade row left to right: Marv Collison; Har!an 
Ober; next man, Howard; lve.s; Lou. Eggelston; He!en Eggleston; 
second m.an. and woma~ Mr. and Mrs. H. Dunk!ey; Miss Fanny 
Knobloch; last man, Ben Taylor; Grace Ober. Seated: Vi.rginia 
Taylor (Sims); next,..'boy. Joe Wiles, Jr.,- Mabel lves, holding 
little girl with head,tue-ked down; Georgie Wne!2 behind ladV in 
white dress; Mae Harvey Gift, wearing hat; .aertha H. Ktrk
patrick, last lad,,; Foad Ashrath. 

OCTOBER T97T 

Forty Years Ago 
-the Baha'i News 

Issue No. 56, October-November 1931 of BAHA'i NEWS 
bears headlines "Urgent Appeal from the National Spir
itual Assembly", necessitated by placing heating COD

. tracts to the sum of $10,000. (This must be the heating 
plant recently replaced. The story is elsewhere in this 
issue). 

The Guardian wrote of this development: "The new 
Plan of Unified Action conceived, adopted and pub
lished by your Assembly is an admirable one, . . . It 
fully and truly deserves the unreserved support of every 
American believer." 

A cable from Shoghi Effendi states: "Urge all English 
speaking believers concentrate study Nabil's immortal 
Narrative as essential preliminary to renewed intensive 
Teaching Campaign necessitated by completion 
Mas...briq-y.'I.A4bkar .... " 

Officers of the National Spiritual Assembly were: Al
fred E. LUIlt, Secretary; Nellie S. French, International 
Correspondent; Roy C. Wilhelm, Treasurer and Ca • 
Scheffler, Financial Secretary. The Editorial Committee 
of BAH.A.?i NEWS consisted of Sarah Walrath, Chairman; 
Albert Windust, Editorial Manager; Sophie Loeding; 
Nina Matthisen and Albert VaiL . 

The Central States Summer School reported its first 
sessio!> of the first nine days of August, 1931 at South 
Davison, Michigan, on eighty acres of a farm owned by 
Mr. and Mrs. Lou Eggleston. The theme was "The New 
World Order." Mr. Howard Colby Ives made four talks 
on the Hidden Words, Mr. Ober gave a picture of a 
future Baha'i community, Mrs. Gift (Mae Harvey) 
talked on "Education for Children in the New Day", 
Miss Fanny Knoblock and Mrs. Grace Ober gave per
sonal reminiscences of 'Abdu'l-Baha. Some others who 
contributed to this session were Mrs. Dorothy Baker. 
Mrs. Mary Collison, Miss Christine McKay. The report 
was written by Mrs. Bertha H. Kirkpatrick. 

Bahd.'i su.mmer school at Davison, Mich-igan, .started by M". and 
Mrs. Lou. Egg~ston in 1931. 

BAHA'i NE:wS is published for circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the. Baha'is of the United 
States. 8S a news organ reporting current actiVities of the Baha'i world community. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Eve]yn Hardin. Managing Editor; Miss Charlotte 
Linfoot. National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee, Ml's. Sylvia Pal'me]~e. 

Material must be received by the lwenty-fifth of the second' month preceding date of issue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Oflice, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, illinois 60091, U.s.A. . 

Change of address should be reported directly to Membersl}.ip and Records, National Baha'i Center, 112 Linden Avenue, Wil.., 
mette, illinois. U.S.A. 60091. -t 
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From The Universal House of Justice 
PROFOUNDLY MOURN PASSING DEARLY LOVED HAND CAUSE MrfSABANAN(RECALL WITH DEEPAF
FECTION HIS SELFLESS UN ASSUMING PROLONGED SERVICES CRADLE FAITH HIS EXEMPLARY PIO
NEERING UGANDA CULMINATING HIS APPOINTMENT AS HAND CAUSE AFRICA PRAISED BELOVED 
GUARDIAN AS SPIRITUAL CONQUEROR THAT CONTINENT INTERMENT HIS REMAINS AFRICA SOIL 
UNDER SHADOW MOTHER TEMPLE ENHANCES SPIRITUAL LUSTER THAT BLESSED SPOT FERVENTLY 
PRAYING SHRINES PROGRESS HIS NOBLE SOUL MAY AFRICA NOW ROBBED STAUNCH VENERABLE 
PROMOTER DEFENDER FAITH FOLLOW HIS EXAMPLE CHEER HIS HEART ABHA KINGDOM CONVEY 
FAMILY MOST TENDER SYMPATHIES ADVISE HOLD MEMORIAL MEETING ALL COMMUNITIES BAHA'I 
WORLD BEFITTING GATHERINGS MOTHER TEMPLE. 
September fl. 18'71 -THlt UNIVERSAL HOUR or J'DS'nClt 

.J.Jand 0/ fke CauJe 

o/god 

Hand of the Cause of God MUsa Banlm; was bo..,;' in 
Baghdad eighty-five years ago. He became a Baha'i in 
Kirmanshab, PerSia, during World War I under unusual 
circumstances. He aCcidentally happened to appear in 
a photograph with a group of Baha'is who were later 
rounded up and persecuted and -he very narrowly 
escaped dire consequences. As a _ result 01 this experi· 
ence Mr. Ban3.ni became interested, investigated the 
Faith, and subsequently became a Baha'i. 

When asked recently what it was in the Baha'i Writ
ings which most directly inft,uenced his acceptance of 
the Faith, Mr. Banlm! stated that it was the "Tablets of 
the Divine Plan" whi-ch were just at that time being 
received from 'Abdu'l·!laha. From the very beginning 
his vision was global and it seemed that God favored 
him throughout his life for the historical services he was 
to perform for the Faith. One {)f his earliest services was 
as a member of a committee for the acquisition of 
Baha'i Holy places in Persia. This work culminated in 
the acquisition and subsequent restoration of the House 
where Bahil'u'IHlh was born in Tihran. Two others 
closely associated with Mr. Banani in this endeavor 

m' , J? " UJa V~anant 

were Nuriddin Fatheazam and Abbas Ayman. 
Very soon after the beloved Gua.dian raised the call 

in 1950 for the opening of the Continent of Africa to the 
Faith, Mr. and Mrs. Banani proceeded to Kampala, 
Africa where they have lived ever since. In 1952 the 
Guardian named Mr. Banani Hand of the Cause of God. 
In 1953 he attended all the Intercontinental Conferences 
caUed by Shoghi Effendi, including the one in Wilmette, 
after which he spent considerable time traveling 
throughout the United States. In spite of great physical 
suffering and handicaps in recent years, Mr. Banaru 
continued to play an active part in the growth of the 
Faith in Africa. Innumerable are the Baha'is every
where who have been awed and inspired by his love for 
and devotion to Baha'u'llah and his instant, exact, and 
complete obedience to whatever was asked by the be
loved Guardian. 

The BAHA'i NEWS Editorial Committee is indebted to 
Dr. Amin Banani of Santa Monica, California, for infor· 
mation regarding his renowned and beloved father 
from which these notes have been prepared. 



_., .... 

BAHA'i NEWS 3 

Sixtieth Anniversary of 'Abdu'I-Bahci's Travels 
to the Western World 

By Miss Edna True 

The following is the substance of a talk given by Miss Edna True, who is one of the members of the 
Board of Counsellors for North America, at the Unity Feast held in Reykj avik, Iceland as the opening 
event of the North Atlantic Oceanic Conference in that city_ These are essentially notes which she 
graciously consented to be printed for the commemoration of 'Abdu'l-Baha. The talk was enriched 
by extemporaneous accounts of various stories about 'Abdu'l-Baha. 

'ABDU'L-BAHA-What magic for all Baha'is is in this 
name! And how unfailingly, especially to those who 
were blessed by having been in His presence, the very 
mention of this name evokes a flood of warm, all-en
compassing love, spiritual uplift and a deep sense of 
inexpressible gratitude. 

The 11th of this last August, just passed, marked the 
sixtieth anniversary of a date of great importance and 
significance in the annals of Baha'i history. for it was on 
that day in 1911 that 'Abdu'I-Bahii, with four compan
ions, sailed from Egypt on the first part of what have 
been termed by the Guardian as U 'Abdu'l-Baha's His
toric Journeys to the West." 

To carry His Father's Message to the peoples of the 
Western Hemisphere and Europe had become the Mas. 
ter's greatest goal and desire, a task which seemed far 
beyond His failing health but which He was inflexibly 

resolved to undertake at whatever cost to His strength 
and at whatever risk to His life. 

The first stage of His journey covered the period of 
August 11, 1911, to December of that year, and included 
a brief stop in Thonon-Ies-Bains (France), a month in 
London, followed by nine weeks in Paris before He 
returned to Egypt where He remajned throughout that 
winter. 

It was on March 25, 1912. that the Master embarked on 
His second journey to the West, during which he visited 
the United States and Canada for eight eventful months 
before re-crossjng the Atlantic to England, staying in 
that country until leaving for Paris on Jan. 21, 1913. In 
the weeks which followed, His travels took Him to Stutt
gart. Germany. Budapest, Vienna and Paris for a sec
ond and final visit of six weeks before sailing on June 13 
from Marseilles to Port Said, Egypt. In great need of 

'Abdu'Z-Baha at a gathering in London. 
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physical rest after His arduous journeys, which would 
have been exhausting to one of lesser years, the Beloved 
Master did not return home immediately, but remained 
in Ramleh for a prolonged stay, arriving back in Haifa 
once more on December 5, 1913. 

The Guardian, in his God Passes By writes: (p. 294): 

"A most significant scene in a century-old drama 
had been enacted. A glorious chapter in the history of 
the first Baha'i century had been written. Seeds of un
dreamt-of potentialities had, with the hand of the 
Center of the Covenant Himself, been sown in some 
of the fertile fields of the Western world. Never in 
the entire range of religious history had any Figure of 
comparable stature arisen to perform a labor of such 
magnitude and imperishable worth. Forces were un
leashed through those fateful journeys which even now, 
at a distance of well nigh thirty-five years, we are 
unable to measure or comprehend." 

Would that time would permit me to review with you 
the glorious achievements and wonderful experiences of 
every stage of these historic journeys. But since this is 
impossible r would like to concentrate our time together 
on reviewing in some detail the Master's visit to the 
United States and Canada, sharing these events with 
which r am personally most familiar-eveots and their 
consequences which are typical of those throughout all 
His travels. 

Long before cAbdu'I-Baha's visit to the Western Hemi· 
sphere, His band of followers in the United States and 
Canada knew of His wonderful qualities, His exemplary 
life, His radiant and loving personality, His wisdom and 
dynamic spiritual power. Through the reports of the 
early pilgrims to the Holy Land, and even more inti
mately through the amazing flow of His Tablets in an
swer to their letters in which they had shared their 

-, ........... ,.-

NOVEMBER 1971 

personal problems, their joys and sorrows with Him He 
had already become their beloved and understanding 
Master. 

Therefore, the eager and joyous anticipation of His 
actual visit in their midst had been steadily mounting 
since the moment they knew of His departure from 
Naples on March 25th, 1912 .. During His last days on 
shipboard, the friends from the different parts of the 
country had been cabling to Him their loving greetings 
and welcome. Finally, on the afternoon of April 11th the 
Master arrived in New York on board the Steamship 
Cedric. 

It is impossible, I believe, for us to imagine the feel
ings of those friends who had been waiting eagerly on 
the pier while the ship was being docked-when they 
fi rst heard· His v()ice and then saw Him standing in 
person, before them. Mere words, I am sure, could n~ver 
adequately express their joy and loving gratitude. 

The friends were aware that cAbdu'I-Baha's actual 
arrival in the United States was an achievement marked 
by great personal sacrifice to Him in the demands it had 
made on His health and limited strength. Eveo in His 
first remarks they could sense His weariness and what 
an arduous undertaking this voyage was for Him. "It 
was a long, long trip/' He remarked, liThe more we 
traveled, the greater seemed the expanse of the sea. I 
have come to America to meet the friends of God. The 
long voyage will prove how great is my love for you. n 

Their own love and tender concern for the Master 
served to increase their awe and astonishment as they 
watched the swift development of His activities during 
the eight months which followed. The extent of His trav
els and the constant intensity of His program amazed 
everyone. He displayed a seemingly miraculous vitality 
and endurance. 

In addition to His constant meetings with His foUow-



<Abdu'~-Bahd in Lincoln Park, Chicago. Dr. Zia Bagdddi i8 at the right. 

ers, wherever He went, His rooms were filled with visi
tors from early morning and aU day long. Among these 
were statesmen and diplomats, philosophers, scientists, 
ecclesiastics, educators and social workers, to mention 
only some-all of whom listened intently to His cOrow 

ments on all kinds of matters, and to His clear and 
impressive presentations of His Father's Message as 
supplying the spiritual force needed for the regeneration 
and unifying of all mankind. All doors and avenues of 
approach seemed to be mysteriously opened to Him. He 
was cordiaIly invited to give addresses in several uni
versities, to speak before scientific as;;ociations, social
istic bodies, and welfare organizations. He was the hon
ored guest speaker in churches, temples. synagogues, 
women's clubs, and metaphysical groups. And across 
the country jAbdu'I-Baha was the guest of honor in the 
homes of some of the outstanding families, and in those 
of the humble and the poor. In short, He spoke with and 
showered His love upon all types and races of men and 
women everywhere, and everywhere the children were 
especial1y drawn and attracted to Him. 

His followers were deeply impressed by the great 
variety of audiences who were privileged to come into 
contact with His dynamic presence and to hear from 
His lips His Father's Message. 

The Master's travels of more than 5,000 miles took 
Him from coast to coast in the United States and as far 
north as Montreal, Canada, and everywhere He main
tained the same intensity of activities. In New York 

City alone He visited and made addresses in fifty·five 
different places. 

On the day of His arrival in New York, 'Abdu'l-Baha 
had said: HIt is my purpose to set forth in America, the 
fundamental principles of the Revelation of Baha'u'
llah." This vital purpose He had most strikingly ful
filled. He had spared Himself no hardship to give to all 
America the basic principles and spiritual power of this 
new Faith, and to demonstrate with persuasiveness and 
force that not only were these Teachings suited to the 
needs of a new age, but that the Baha'i USystem" pro
vides the necessary agencies for the establishment and 
maintenance of a permanent and universal peace. He 
had, singly and alone. carried out a program of procla
mation which remains unparalleled in scope, in inten
sity and in its superb achievement. 

What a legacy of spiritual knowledge and guidance 
He left to posterity in these many and profound talks 
and addresses! OUf wonder and awe have only in
creased with the passing of time and with our personal 
education from this inexhaustible source of knowledge. 

I regret that time does not permit me to speak more in 
detail about these historic addresses. However. I would 
like to mention a few which, to me, seem particularly 
outstanding as demonstrating the very special qualities 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha-His courage and persuasiveness, His 
brilliance and knowledge, His charm and spiritual 
power, His great universal love, and His compassion for 
the poor and down-trodden. Among such addresses was 
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the one in the Temple Emmanu-El, a large Jewish 
Synagogue in San Francisco, where before 2,000 people 
He fearlessly asserted the truth of the prophetic mis
sions of both Jesus Christ and Muhammad. 

Another was His illuminating· discourse at Leland 
Stanford University before an audience of 1800 students, 
180 teachers and professors. It was on this occasion that 
David Starr Jordan, President of Stanford, gave the 
Master his well~known introduction to his student audi· 
ence: "'Abdu'l-Baha will surely unite the East and 
West for He treads the mystical path on practical feet. >t 

One 'Of His most memorable visits, and to me one of 
the most touching (made at His own request). was to the 
Bowery Mission in the slums of New York. "To-night n 

He remarked, HI am very happy for I have come here to 
me~t my friends. I consider you my relatives, my com
panions, and I am your comrade ... And ... I ask you 
to accept 'Abdu'l-Baha as your servant." At the close of 
this meeting" 'Abdu'l-Baha stood at the Bowery en
trance to the Missi-on Hall, shaking hands with from 400 
to 500 men and placing within each palm a piece of 
silver. 

Though profoundly impressed and even astonished by 
His accomplishments in proclaiming His Father's 
Faith, it was their own personal contacts with their 
beloved Master which made the greatest impact upon 
the believers, and this impact was primarily through the 
heart. Many of them confessed that they could not 
recall specific things that went on in His presence, but 
could remember only the impact of being there-aware 
only of the peace and joy experienced. Juliet Thompson, 
one of those early believel·s, expressed it thus: 

"We gave very little thought to His titles and 
seldom, if ever, analyzed their meaning. To us He 
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was our Beloved Master, Whose presence was the 
sun in our midst, the life we breathed to really 
live. He taught us mainly by pouring upon us the 
wonder of His Divine Love and by the pedection 
of His life lived before Qur eyes daily .... ' t 

They were touched and inspired by His irresistible 
charm and Warmth, His strength and fortitude His 
understanding and compassion. In everything He did or 
Said, He was the shining "Exemplar" Qf the Baha'i 
Faith. 

In intimate gatherings and in personal contacts He 
was constantly infusing into the entire body of His 
followers those statements and principles which wouJd 
deepen their understanding of the Faith and encourage 
and sustain them through the difficulties which He knew 
they would encounter in their new tasks He was soon to 
bestow upon them in His "Tablets of the Divine Plan." 
With unfailing patience and love, with great clarity and 
persuasiveness He taught them about the essential need 
of unity, of firmness in the Covenant, and of developing 
the spiritual virtues. . 

In meeting after meeting and in private conversa
tions, over and over again, He called upon the believers 
clustered around Him to strive to acquire Baha'i vir
tues, for, He asserted, "without the inner change and 
development of character, no outward good could be 
accomplished." "Thi~ is my prayer for you," He would 
say over and over agaIn. 

Adapting His Father's Teachings to the western mind 
He gave His followers the "Twelve Basic Principles': 
which have been used so much ever since, and which He 
characterized as the "Spirit of the Age. n 

Certainly, His proclaiming of the Covenant in New 
York City (June 19) to a group of the believers slands 

'Abdu'l·Bahd being knighted by the British government in recognition of His services. 



<Abdu'l-Bahd. in the center with believers gath.ered aTound Him. American")Jilgrims aT"e
included in the group with the tomb of The Sdb in the background. 

out as perhaps the most important single" happening In Chicago, as well, He had dwelt specifically Qn th"e 
during His entire visit. Juliet Thompson tells about this Covenant as He guided the friends there in dealing with 
epoch-making event in the following way: 'lOn Wednes- some actual Covenant-breaking. His firmness" irt this 
day. June 19, I was finishing my portrait of 'Abdu'l- instance was in great contrast to His usuaJ. loving and 
Baha, while Lua (Getsinger) sat nearby on the couch. gentle manner, and served to emphasize the importance 
... the Master closed His eyes, sitting erect and still as a of His instructions. He referred to this spiritual disease 
statue while He apparently slept .... Suddenly His eyes as a "cancer" which is contagious aqd" must be imme-
Hashed open and power seemed to rock the room. To diately cut out. 
Lua and me the Master appeared transfigured .... He Another event of special" importance took place in 
spoke to Lua, ... II appoint you, Lua, the Herald of the Chicago" which should be mentioneQ:. On the evening of 
Covenant. I appoint you the Herald of the Covenant, His arrival there, when addressing an audience of sev-
And I AM THE COVENANT, appointed by Bah3.'u'lhih eral hundred at the last session of the Convention of the 
and no one can refute His word. " ... Go forth and Baha'i Temple Unity, He said, "The real Temple is the 
proclaim: 'lThis is the Covenant of God in your midst!'" very Word of God; for to" it all humanity must turn, and 
We were both s"o shaken by the Glory we had seen, the it is the center of unity for allmankind .... Temples are 
rushing Power we had felt, that we wept violently. the symbols of the divine uniting force." 

"Shortly afterward, He sent Lua downstairs to the Then the next day (May 1) in a large tent, pitched on 
waiting believers to 'proclaim the Covenant.' Then 'Ab- the Temple grounds in Wilmette, He gathered with the 
du'l-Baha, Himself, went down to speak!" friends and at high noon, with representatives of every 

UnderUning His dynamic explanations of the Cove- race and nationa1ity present, prepared a spot for the 
nant, the Tablet of the Branch was read to the entire Dedication Stone, which He set in its place on pehalf of 
body, The believers, crowded into the room sitting on all the peoples of the world. And then He said: "The 
the stairs, listened to the words written by Baha'u'llilh: Temple is already buHt." 
"Whosoever turns to Him hath surely turned unto God, The quality which seemed to have impressed His de-
and whosoever turneth away from Him hath turned voted followers above all others was 'Abdu'l-Baha's all-
away from My beauty, denied My proof and is of those encompassing love which He showered upon all whom 
who transgress." lAbdu'l-Baha also designated New He met. Through this, they were irresistibly drawn to 
York as the "City of the Covenant." their Beloved Master and then throug.h Him, to each 
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The MasteT on Mount CaTmel in 1920. 
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other. Although His love surrounded and embraced all 
hwnankind, each of the friends experienced something 
uniquely his, when the Master seemed to read every 
heart, fitting His words and deeds to each one's specific 
need. The love He personified was not blind but obser
vant1 not impersonal but warm and tender; it was a 
continual attitude of unobtrusive care. 

CountJess are the precious stories of these gatherings 
and personal visits with 'Abdu']-Baha which we have 
inherited and which in a very real sense have made us 
co-sharers of the manifold bounties and blessings of the 
Master's visit to the Western World. 

(Stories) 
Rough hands-f'sacrifice,t 
Personal experience-The Master and the old man in 

the park 
Bellboys 
The black rOse 

His last visit to New York (Nov. l2-Dec. 5) could be 
called a month-long "deepening class" on practically 
every aspect of the Faith. Refusing most of the invita
tions pouring in upon Him, He concentrated on His 
meetings with the friends, day and night, preparing 
them for the things they must do, for the sacrifices they 
must make, the spirituality they must attain, the total 
integration and oneness they must achieve, and the 
service they would be called upon to render to their 
fellow-men in the path of Baha.'u'llah. 

With clarity and patient understanding, He spoke to 
them of justice, truth, obedience, and of the love of 
humankind which they must strive for. Of love He 
said: 

"The greatest bestowal of God is love." 
HLove is the source of all the bestowals of God. Until 

love takes possession of the hear! no other divine bounty 
can be revealed in it." (Baha'i World Faith, p. 218) 

"Love is light in whatsoever house it may shine, and 
enmity is darkness in whatsoever abode it dwells. t7 

The significance and result of 'Abdu'l-Bahats jour
neys to the West go far beyond their immediate effect 
upon those who were blessed in sharing these infinitely 
precious experiences with Him. It is the Guardian who 
has clarified for us the real importance and stature of 
this visit, during which jAbdu'I·Baha had given to His 
faithful followers, throughout the world, a perfect pat
tern for Jiviog the BaM'1 life and for propagating our 
beloved Faith. In his God Passes By he wrote: 

"The establishment of the Faith 0' BaM'u'llah in the 
Western Hemisphere-(is) the most outstanding achieve
ment that will forever be associated with 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
ministry ... " (p. 219) 

"The seeds which jAbdu'I-Baha's ceaseless activities 
so lavishly scattered had endowed the United States and 
Canada, nay the entire continent, with potentialities 
such as it had never known in its history. On the small 
band of His trained and beloved disciples and through 
them on their descendents, He, through that visit, had 
bequeathed a priceless heritage-a heritage which car
ried with it the sacred and primary obligation to arise 
and carry on io that fertile field. the work He had so 
gloriously initiated." 

"It is my purpose," 'Abdu'l-Baha had said on the day 
of His arrival in New York, • 'to set forth in America the 
fundamental principles of the Revelation of Baha'u'· 
]Jah .... It will then become the duty of the BaM'is in 
this country to give these principles unfoldment and 
application in the minds, hearts and lives of the people." 



-"- ...... ,--

BAH.i..-i NEWS 9 

And when leaving Canada, after ten days of ceaseless 
activities, speaking to the public, teaching, exhorting 
and giving of Himself to the believers, the Master re
marked: "r have sown the seed. Now water it." 

December 5, 1912, was a clear, and a beautiful day 
when the friends gathered on board the Steamship 
Celtic to take leave of their Beloved Master. He spoke 
to each one of them, distributed to each the flowers 
which had been brought. Then He addressed them for 
the last time. 

uThis is my last meeting with you, f-of now I am on the 
ship ready to sail away. These are my final words of 
exhortation. I have repeatedly summoned you to the 
cause of the unity of the world of humanity .... 

"Your eyes have been illumined, your ears are atten. 
tive, your hearts knowing ... the best way to thank God 
is to love one another. 

uBeware lest ye offend any heart, lest ye speak 
against anyone in his absence, lest ye estrange your-

selves from the servants of God .... 
u ••. your efforts must be lofty. Exert yourselves with 

heart and soul so that perchance through your efforts 
the light of Universal Peace may shine .... 

n ..• you are informed of the mysteries of God. Your 
eyes are illumined, your ears are quickened with hear
ing. You must therefore look toward each other and then 
toward mankind with the utmost love and kindness. You 
have no excuse t-o bring before God if you fail to live 
according to His c-ommand, for you are informed of that 
which constitutes the good-pleasure of God ... It is my 
h-ope that you may become successful in this high call
ing .... And unto this I caJl you, praying to God to 
strengthen and bless you," 

His band of followers left the ship and looked up to 
where jAbdu'I-Baha stood on the deck. He was smiling 
very faintly. He waved His hand gently toward them. 
And they prayed that they might never fail Him. AND 
THEY WEPT. 

The funerat proceB3ion ol·Abdu'~·Bahd. He depa1'ted on Novembe1' 28, 1921, fifty years ago. 
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Jujila-San 
By Ruth Hampson 

Saturday evening, September 18, the friends fortu
nate enough to be in the vicinity of Wilmette were priv
ileged to see, to hear about, to meet and speak with an 
indomitable blithe spirit, who brought to our National 
Center a delightful remembrance of earlier days of the 
Cause of God in this country. Saichiro Fujita, whose 
face and manner clearly reflect the joy that is generated 
through faithfulness to the Divine Call, shared with us 
some of the highlights of his remarkable life, during 
this gentle. happy evening. 

Mr. Wyatt Cooper, longtime close friend, introduced 
Fujita to the approximately 200 guests who had come to 
honor him, and both Mr. Cooper and Miss Edna True, 
member of the Continental Board of Counsellors in 
North America, who also shared the platform, recalled 
for us some of Fujita's ea,rly experiences in the Faith. 

Fujita had cQrn,e alone to this country from Japan, 
and he had accepted the new Word of God whenhe first 
learned of it in California in 1904. In 1905 he received the 
first of many Tablets from 'Abdu'I-Bah.L While in 
school in Michigan in 1912, he learned that 'Abdl"l-Baha 
was to be in Chicago, and he hastened to that city and 
entered His presence. (Fujita tells a delightful tale of 
taking a night train and arriving in Chicago before 
'Abdu'l-Baha, of waiting for Him at the station and, 
because there were so many people that he couldn't see 
Him, of climbing a tree. U 'Abdu'l-Baha saw me, and 
called me down. I went to His automobile and met Him, 
and He said to me, ·You are my Japanese. You follow 
me.''' Fujita says, HI followed. I became a real 
Baha',!" It was during this first meeting that Fujita 
offered to serve tAbdu'I-Bahi for the rest of his life. 

It was also during the Chicago visit, when our beloved 
Master laid the cornerstone for the House of Worship 
here in Wilmette, that Fujita built his first garden. A 
circular bed of spring flowering bulbs-hyacinth, tulips, 
narcissus and jonquil, it was destined to be the first of 
many glorious flower beds which bloomed through his 
devoted. care. 

Fujita. w~th BO..Je of the sta.ff member., lilt th.e National Center. 

Fujita went by train with 'Abdu'l-Baha to California, 
and he recalls hearing 'Abdu'l-Baha speak to a multi
tude of people at a Jewish Synagogue in San Francisco. It 
was arranged that Fujita should stay in Chicago with 
Mrs. Corinne True until 'Abdu'l-Baha should send for 
him. How remarkable it is that 'Abdu'l-Baha should 
have written Fujita even before He completed His 
Western trip! While in Paris, en ro.ute to the Holy Land, 
'Abdu'l-Baha wrote Fujita to "gain perfect efficiency in 
electrical engineering. When thou hast learned these 
things I will send.for thee". 

The first World War prevented Fujita from immedi
ately responding to 'Abdu'l-Baha's summons to the 
Holy Land, when he had finished his schooling. For 
years he waited, and finally, in 1919, 'Abdu'l-Baha wired 
him to come. In New York, while waiting for his visa, he 
stayed with early believer Roy Wilbelm, and visited 
Green Acre Baha'i Summer School for two weeks. His 
steamer eventually took him to Italy, where he awaited 
'Abdu'l-Baha's wire for him to proceed to Haifa. His 
visa was issued to him by Lord Allenby, wbo played 
such an important role in Mid-Eastern affairs of that 
time. 

From this time on Fujita was to chauffeur and to 
help with the gardens. Fujita recalls going with 'Abdu'l
Baha to the Mosque in Haifa where, he said, "'Abdu'l
Baha would give ahps to the poor, who were always wai
ting." On the day that 'Abdu'l-Baha was knighted by the 
British crown, Fujita was there, and he tells of 'Abdu'l
Hahit refusing to ride in the car that was provided, pre
ferring a simple means of transportation. Fujita made 
many trips with 'Abdu'I-Haha t caring for Him to the best 
of his ability. As weli as serving 'Abdu'l-Baha, Fujita has 
also been privileged to serve Shoghi Effendi, the Hands 
of the Cause of God, and now, The Universal House of 
Justice. 

When World War II came, Shoghi Effendi sent Fujita 
home to Japan, and there he w ai ted for his summons to 
return, which came in 1950. The trip back to Haifa took 
him two years to complete. It was difficult to gain 
permiSSion to enter Israel at that time, but he persevered, 
and he succeeded. 

Fujita had decided not to go to Japan on this trip. But 
he shared news from Japan with us, and told us that two 
years ago, in Hiroshima, his brother, who died last April, 
had become a Baha'i! We are grateful that Fujita chose 
to visit us. (He came to us via the Youth Conference in 
Switzerland. When asked his age, this 86 year old youtb 
respondedt "I'm 25! I'm 25P'). Upon reaching this COWl
try, he visited Indian Reservations in the Southwest, 
participated in Mass Proclamation in El Paso/Juarez, 
attended the Dallas Summer School and, over Labor 
Day weekend, the Davison Bahi 'i Summer School. 

During the evening festivities Miss True told us 
that Fujita had made 'Abdu'l-Baha happy. "Truly, 
he was the servant of the Blessed Servant of Bahll! II 
She read us several of JAbdu'l-Baha's Tablets to 
Fujita. One of these so beautifully described him, 410 
thou fresh plant in the garden of the love of God! Thy 
name is registered in the Book of God ... ". It was an 
evening of joy, to be with him. At the close of the 
program, with exquisite courtesy, Fujita thanked us all, 
and then chan ted a prayer in Japanese. At the reception 
which followed, he graciously received his old and new 
friends. When a drop draws help from the ocean, it is 
an ocean itself. 
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Goldsboro Teaching I Deepening Campaign 
Deep in the woods a lone Baha'1 waited for fellow 

Baha'is from several towns in North and South Carolina 
to arrive with equipment. The tall trees, the scent of 
foliage, the stiBness, the air was vibrant with the aura of 
expectancy. The Baha'is from Dillon arrived with the 
large tent that would canopy many devoted foot soldiers 
and many new believers singing praises to His Glorious 
Name. All through the night, Baha'is arrived from all 
over the country, down the winding, dirt road which led 
to the camp. Before the project was over, Baha'is had 
arrived from twenty-five states and countries including 
Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Great Britain and Iran. 

With the morning came the happy singing of people 
building the home they would live in for the next five 
weeks. Water was carried a hundred yards from the 
pump that was the single water source, an area was 
cleared for the erection of the big tent and smaller tents 
were interspersed among the trees. A city was erected. 
During the week the population centered around thirty
five footsoldiers, while on weekends it swelled to over a 
hundred Baha'is. The conditions were primitive yet the 
spirit was overwhelming. 

Each morning the footsoldiers awoke to the supplica
tions sung by Charles Bullock and other early risers. 
After breakfast there was singing, praying and deepen
ing in the big tent. Then the soldiers of Baha'u'lhih's 
army rode out of camp to combat the forces of darkness 
in the towns surroWlding Goldsboro. The teaching dur. 
ing this project was significant for two reasons. During 
the initial contact the people were not only told about 
Bahit'u'l1ah but they were also deepened in Baha'u'
Hah's purpose for man in this day. New believers were 
continually recontacted for meetings and as many as 
possible were brought to camp. Also, much of the 
teaching in this campaign was carried Dn by new be
lievers from Rock Hill and Dillon, South Carolina and 
several new believers from the Goldsboro project went 
teaching with the teams and on their own. 

One Baba'i in a town near Goldsboro went up on a 
front porch to tell an elderly m~n about Baha'u'llith. 
The man was unable to walk since he was crippled by 
arthritis. The Baha'i told him about Bahatu'llah and 
then said a healing prayer for the man before he left. The 
Baha'i revisited the man and found him walking with 
the aid of crutches. The man declared his belief in 
Baha'u'llah and then began walking through his neigh
borhood and the tobacco fields telling people about the 
Faith. 

The project yielded many victories. There was a total 
of 397 declarations with nineteen towns opened and nine 
of these towns have enough adult members to form 
Assemhlies next Ri!Jvim. 

In one of these towns there was much racial tension 
from recent disturbances. Some of the citizens became 
upset when the Baha'is came into the town. The Chief of 
Police would allow no more than three teachers in the 
town at one time. Meanwhile the new believers were 
setting up meetings and getting people to attend them. 
One new believer even gave a short talk on the Bab's 
martyrdom. One policeman told the team that there 
had been no trouble in the part of town where they were 
teaching in the three weeks the Baha'is had been there. 

One 1ady from Farmville had a dream over fifty years 
ago that was amazing. She dreamed that she was walk
ing in a strange land when she came upon a well sur
rounded by several women. She approached the well 
and asked for a drink of water. One of the women held a 
cup to her mouth and allowed her to drink. Instead of 
water there was a hard object in her mouth. She took a 
smooth white stone from her mouth and saw that there 

The forest kitchen 

Writing songs at Goldsboro 

New Baha'is at Goldsboro. 

IT 
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was strange writing on the stone. A few years later she 
partially understood her dream. She came upon a quo
tation from Revelations 2:17 which says, " ... I will give 
him a white stone. with a new name written on the stone 
which no one knows except him who receives it. n Now 
she knows about Baha'u'lHlh. 

One of the many people attracted to the camp was a 
public relations expert from La Grange. On his own he 
was working to bring races together because he felt this 
was the only way to achieve peace in the world. He 
came to camp several times and finally embraced. the 
Faith. 

Another victory was at the Seymour Johnson Air 
Force Base in Goldsboro. This began when three ser
vicemen on bicycles accidentally wandered into camp. 
They left camp amazed and aware of Baha'u'llilhls Rev
elation. The teaching began on the base with twelve to 
fifteen declarations. The Feast of Kamal was held on the 
base and the new believers immediately began discuss
ing plans for a teaching campaign of their own and 
plans to set up a library. 

Windward Islands: Yield 500 New Believers 
About one dozen Baha~.s made a vacant cane cutter's 

house their headquarters in Valley Land, St. George's, 
Barbados for three weeks in August. From here they 
spread out through the island, carrying the Word of 
Baha'u'llah to the pure hearts and souls ready to accept 
and become part of the growing world family of Baha'is 
working for those principles which will transform the 
world into ·'Thy Kingdom come on earth even as it is in 
heaven." 

The origilllli teachers included a special team of four 
from the United States and eight from the islands of St. 
Thomas, St. Martin, St. Vincent, Grenada, and Bar
bados. Soon some of the newly declared Baha'is joined 
the teaching team, eagerly enthusiastic about immed.i
alely bringing the Message to other souls. These in
cluded a fifteen-year-old girl and a forty-year-old man 
with impaired eyesight who went out day after day to 
teach. 

From early morning until lale at night teaching and 
deepening activities took place. After morning prayers 
and breakfast the teams dispersed, all day long carry
ing the Message to all who were interested, coming back 
]ate in the day for evening sessions whi ch in eluded 
talks, music, slide programs, questions and answers, 
deepening, declarations. During the first week alone 
over 200 people came to the house every evening to hear 
more. During the following weeks special meetings were 
set up in other areas also, where the Message had been 
given during the day. 

The new method of m .... leacbing bring. a brief but 
comprehensive picture of the Faith to waiting souls, 
eager for the message of unity. It tells them about 
Baha'u'llah as the Messenger of God for today, of the 
Bab as the Herald-Prophet of the New Day, of 'Abdu'l
Baha as the Center of the Covenant. of Shoghi Effendi as 
the Guardian, and the continuing of the Covenant 
through The Universal House of Justice ... showing 
how each Baha'i is important in the Great Plan from 
God through Baha'u'llah. 

The new believers ranged from an eleven~year-old 
boy who brought in eleven new Baha'is at the last report 
to a lovely lady of eighty-eight years. The understand
ing of the Station of Baha'u'Uah and of the Baha', Faith 
on the part of the new Baha'is of Barbados was over
whelming to the teachers. The teachers will forever 
carry in their hearts the beauty and the privilege of 
being able to serve Baha 'u 'llah by sharing His Message 
with the beautiful people of Barbados. 
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The spirit of unity that prevailed in camp spread 
through the woods to the surrounding communities and 
enabled the soldiers to sustain the project for five weeks. 
Three soldiers have remained in the area as pioneers. 
Seve ral new believers from the Air Force Base, La 
Grange and Farmville have formed a teaching team to 
set up meetings and assist with consolidation and have 
attended teaching campaigns in Dillon, South Carolina 
and Maryland. The project in the woods is dosed. Most 
of the soldiers went to new battle stations, but the follow
up will continue at least until the end of the Nine Year 
Plan: until all these new communities have functioning 
local Spiritual Assemblies and the native Baha'is are 
teaching His Cause. 

Deep in the woods a lone Baha'i watches the last of the 
cars go down the road carrying the big tent back: to 
Dillon. There is a sadness in parting but there will no 
longer be a feeling of loneliness for Baha'is in the Golds
boro area; the trees stand erect as monuments to His 
Glory. 

Statistical Report 

During the first six months of this year, the area of the 
Leeward, Windward and Virgin Islands gained nine 
groups, three isolated centers, and 271 new believers, 
through June. 

(From the Baha'i News of the Lesser Antilles, Sept. 
1971) By October 10, Barbados had 1600 believers (Editor) 

Proclamation Team to Cariboo Indian Reserve 

On August 31, a significant breakthrough in teaching 
was made in the Cariboo region when seven residents of 
the Bonaparte Reserve located near Cache Creek, Brit
ish Columbia, Canada, accepted the Faith of Baha'u'Uilh. 
This is the first Indian Reserve in the Cariboo region 
which is located in the south end of the district to be 
opened to the Faith. 

The success of the venture was due almost entirely to 
the remarkable efforts and talents of the Baha'i musical 
teaching group, The Hollow Reed. This group of seven 
young Baha'is put on a musical show at the Community 
Hall located on the Reserve and presented the Faith so 
dramatically and lovingly to the audience comprised 
mainly of youth and two mothers and grandmothers, 
that several of the youth and one adult were moved to 
spontaneously embrace the Faith. 

FoUow-up teaching and deepening of the new believ
ers are Wlderway. 

WILMETIE 
In the House of Worship in Wilmette, prayers are 

being offered every two hours, each day beginning at 
10:00 a.m., and ending at 10:00 p.m. Visitors respond 
to the outpouring of the spirit. Readers are arranged 
at the coordinator's office. Staff members of the Na
tional Office, nearby believers "and visiting Baha'is 
feel that it is the greatest privilege to serve in this 
manner. A requirement is that a prospective reader 
be dressed suitably. 

A memorial service for Hand of the Cause Musa 
Banani is scheduled for Saturday, October 16, 1971 
8:00 p.m. in Foundation Hall of the House of Worship. 

Tbe First Bab'''' College Club has been formed in the 
University of the Americas, located in Puebla, Mexico. 
It is mostly made up of Americans who are studying in 
the University. 
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north pacific Oceanic Conference-Sapporo, Japan 
By Barbara Casterline 

The North Pacific Oceanic Conference held in Sap
poro, Japan on September 3-5, 1971, brought together 
Baha'is from thirty-one cOWltries. It gave people from 
small islands in the middle of the Pacific and little 
villages in Hokkaido a chance to meet believers from all 
over the globe and to know that they were indeed memo 
bers of a world faith. 

Great emphasis was given by the conference to the 
importance of teaching in Japan and China, as called 
for in the message from The Universal House of Justice 
to the conference read by Hand of the Cause A. A. 
Furiitan, representing that Divine Institution. (See the 
full text of the message starting on this page). 

In 1957, following the formation of the National Spiri
tual Assembly of North East Asia with its seat in Japan, 
the beloved Guardian said that Japan's economic vic
tories will be exceeded by her spiritual victories, that 
she is destined to play a preponderating role in the 
future spiritual conquest of the main body of the yellow 
race on the Chinese mainland. In his first letter to the 
Japanese Baha'is in 1922, he had recalled the words of 
'Abdu'l-Baha that "Japan win turn ablaze" and, with 
another country. "will take the lead in the spiritual re
awakening of peoples and nations that the world shal! 
soon witness." The spirit that prevailed throughout 
the conference seemed to be that this day was now 
breaking. 

Dr. R. Muhajir, in his address, called for travelli-ng 
teachers to fulfil! 'Abdu'I-Baha's hope, expressed in the 
Tablets of the Divine Plan, for "a commission composed 
of men and women, to travel together through China and 
Japan." At the end of the conference twenty-one people 
volunteered for immediate travel-teaching in Japan. 
And in the ensuing two weeks, follow-up conferences 
have been held in Korea, Hong Kong, and Taiwan where 
many more travelling teachers have volunteered for 
those countries. 

During the Sapporo conference session on proclama
tion, Hand of the Cause H. Collis Featherstone spoke of 
our duty to let every human being hear of Baha 'u 'Uah, 
and of the necessity to make sure government officials 
understand the nature and aims of the Faith, so that we 
will be protected from future persecution. 

TeacbiDg 

In the session on group-teaching. Hand of the Cause Dr. 
Muhajir told how mass conversion had started among 
the tribes of East Africa in the 1950's, spread to the 
villages of Bolivia and India in the '60's, and now in the 
'70's is spreading even to the towns and cities-Mel
bourne, Sydney, Honolulu, New Delhi.-

"Seeming obstacles to teaching are only our own 
self-imposed obstacles," Dr. Muhajir said. He had 
asked his ten-year old daughter how to make friends 
with people. She replied, uIt's easy-just say heno." 
Working in a group is important when we go out 
to teach, because we empower each other. Counsellor 
R. Mumtazi reminded the believers that Dr. Muhajir 
once remarked, "there is no bad Baha'i teacher in the 
whole W'Orld-everyone who arises and teaches is a good 
one." There are good watchmakers and shoemakers, but 
there is no such thing as a "Baha'i-maker." Every soul 
is able to accept Baha'u'llah. We cannot decide from a 
distance who will be receptive-we must teach all. 
Counsellor Mumtazi stated, "At first we are embar
rassed to teach in the street-but it is better to be 
embarrassed in this world than in the next." After we 

tell someone of the Faith we must not forget to invite 
him to be a Baha'i. 

ProdamatioD 
Hand of the Cause A. A. Furulan and two prominent 

non~Baha'i educators in Japan spoke on HA New Con
cept of Education" at a public meeting attended by 
about 600 people, 150 of them requesting information. 
Twenty-three became Baha'is at the meeting, (36 in all 
during the conference, 150 in a month of teaching work 
in Hokkaido prior to the conference, and 70 in four 
days of intensive teaching just after the conference). 
Publicity for the public meeting included 2,000 posters, 
1,500 invitations, interviews with two major press clubs, 
and time on two television stations and three radio 
stations. 

ResuIls 
In all, 625 Baha'is from thirty-one countries attended 

the North Pacific Oceanic Conference. They donated or 
pledged ahout $20,000 for the reguJar funds and $60,000 
toward special projects, including the purchase of tem
ple sites and literature distribution centers, the print
ing of materials, and the support of pioneers in the 
areas where jobs are not available. The projects will 
extend the range of the Faith in eleven countries in Asia 
which have special needs. The travel-teaching is al
ready under way. The results are beginning to appear. 

meJJage /rom :J~e 
Unive,.Jal.JJouJe 0/ JUJlice 

September, 1971 
To the Friends of God 

Assembled in the Conference 
of the North Pacific Ocean. 

Dearly-~oved Friends, 

On the eve of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the open
ing of the Formative Age of our Faith we call to mind 
the high hopes often expressed by the beloved Master 
for the spread of the Cause in this region, His mention 
in the Tablets of the Divine Plan of many of the 
territories represented in this Conference, and the 
faithful and devoted services of that tnaid-servant of 
Baha'u'llah, the Hand of the Cause Agnes Alexander, 
who brought the Teachings to these shores in the 
early years of this century. 

In these days we are witnessing an unprecedented 
acceleration of the teaching work in almost every 
part of the globe. In the North Pacific Ocean area 
great strides have been made in the advancement of 
the Cause since that historic Asia Regional Teaching 
Conference in Nikko just sixteen years ago. The next 
two years witnessed the formation of the National 
Spiritual Assem b ly of Alaska and of the Regional 
National Spiritual Assembly of North East Asia. To 
the Convention in Tokyo at Ri<;lvan 1957 the Guardian 
addressed these prophetic words: 

"This auspicious event, which posterity will 
regard as the culmination of a process initiated, 
half a century ago, in the capital city of Japan ... 
marks the opening of the second chapter in the 

r 
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history of the evolution of His Faith in the North 
Pacific area, Such a consummation cannot fail 
to lend a tremendous impetus to its onward 
march in the entire Pacific Ocean. , . It 

Since that time NationaJ Spiritual Assemblies have 
also been firmly established in Korea and Taiwan. 

Hokkaido, the site of this Conference, first heard of 
the Teachings less than fifteen years ago, and the first 
aboriginal peoples of this land accepted Baha'u'llah 
just over a decade ago. Now you aTe the witnesses to 
the beginnings of a rapid increase in the number of 
believers. Peoples in other islands and lands of the 
North Pacific, including the Ryukyus, Guam, the 
Trust Territories, the western shores of Canada and 
Alaska and the Aleutians are also enrolling under the 
banner of the Most Great Name, and next RiQ.vim yet 
another pillar of The Universal House of Justice is to 
be raised in Micronesia. We are heartened at the 
prospect that from the indigenous peoples of this vast 
oceanic area, the Ainu, the Japanese, the Chinese, the 
Koreans, the Okinawans, the Micronesians, the Amer
ican Indians, the Eskimos, and the Aleuts vast num
bers will soon enter the Faith. 

The final hours of the Nine Year Plan are fast 
fleeting. Praised be to God that you have gathered to 
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consult on ways and means of assuring complete 
victory so that from these outposts the Teachings 
may spread to those nearby lands where teeming 
miHions have not as yet heard of the advent of this 
Most Great Dispensation. 

The sweet perfume of victory is in the air, and we 
must hasten to achieve it while there is yet time. Vital 
goals, particularly on the homefronts of Taiwan and 
Japan, remain to be won, and everywhere the roots of 
the faith of the believers must sink deeper and deeper 
into the firm earth of the Teachings lest tempests and 
trials as yet unforeseen shake or uproot the tender 
plants so lovingly raised in the islands of this great 
Ocean and the land surrounding it. 

As you and the friends in the sister Conference in 
Reykj avik bring this series of eight Oceanic and Con· 
tinental Conferences to a triumphant close, our pray· 
ers for the success of your deliberations ascend at the 
Holy Threshold. May God grant you the resources, 
the strength, and the determination to attain your 
highest hopes, and enable you to open a new and 
glorious chapter in the evolution of His Faith in the 
North Pacific area. 

With loving Baha'i greetings, 
-THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

Gilbert and Ellice Islands 
Teaching Conferences 

A very successful Teaching Conference was held at 
the National Teaching Institute, Bikenibeu, Tarawa Au
gust 28-29-30, with forty-eight attending representing 
seven islands of the Gilbert group and one from the 
Ellice Islands. 

Following the Conference a deepening class was held 
for one week for those who had offered to go on traveling 
teaching trips to various islands. 

Following this a teaching team arrived from Aus
tralia, Dr. and Mrs. D. L. Darby with young son and Mr. 

Eric Cookson who awakened the Baha'is to the necessity 
of mass teaching, with the result that twenty-nine ac
cepted the Faith in ten days. This makes a total of 
seventy-four who have accepted the Faith in this area 
since the Oceanic Conference of Suva, Fiji. 

Soon all of the teaching teams will have departed from 
Tarawa for various islands. 

-National Spiritual Assembly 
Of the Gilbert and EWee Islands 



Conference In Seoul, Korea, September 10-12 
By Charlotte M. Linfoot 

An occasion of historical significance occurred in 
Seoul, Korea, September 10-12 when the National Spiri4 
tual Assembly of Korea combined with a follow-up con
ference to the North Pacific Oceanic Conference in 
Sapporo, Japan, commemoration of the fiftieth anniver
sary of the introduction of the Baha'i Faith into Korea, 
and receipt of the one and only Tablet from 'Abdu'l
Baha to that country. 

In 1921 Miss Agnes B. Alexander, as suggested by the 
. Master. spent a month in Korea. At a gathering on 
Septem ber 8 arranged by one of her new-found friends, 
Miss Alexander talked about the Faith. Much interest 
was expressed in what she said about 'Abdu'l-Baha, and 
many questions were asked concerning His life and His 
Teachings. Fifteen of the young men present at the 
meeting expressed their interest in writing, and these 
comments were sent to 'Abdu'l·Baha by Miss Alexander 
on her return to Tokyo September 19, 1921. 

'Abdu'l-Baha's reply addressed each of the fifteen 
young men by name, saying: "0 heavenly friends I the 
doors of heaven have been opened, the lights of God 
have shone forth and the heavenly call has been 
raised. Summon ye all humanity to listen to the Heaven
ly Call and invite them to the Celestial World, so that 
they may find a new spirit and attain to a new life. In all 
conditions my heart and spirit are with you." On No
vember 5, 1921 'Abdu'l-Bahit had stated: "It is my hope 
that in Korea thou wilt raise the banner of the Greatest 
Guidance. " 

Not until in the 1950's did teaching the Faith in Korea 
begin in earnest. During the war years American ser
vicemen and others held fi resides I study classes, and 
conferences as reported in BAnl.'i NEWS of those years. 
In 1957 the Guardian included Korea in the area which 
comprised the Baha'i Community of the National Spiri
tual Assembly of North East Asia. At Ric;lvim 1964 Korea 
elected its own National Spiritual Assembly and was 
assigned its own goals as part of the Nine Year Plan 
called for by The Universal House of Justice. 

The follow-up to the Sapporo Conference in Seoul 
turned out to be truly international in character. Nearly 
500 Baha'is from eleven countries were registered, in
c1uding approximately 300 Koreans, the largest gather· 
ing of Korean Baha'is to have been held up to that time. 

Hand of the Cause of God H. Collis Featherstone, Con
tinental Board members John McHenry, III of Korea, 
R, Mumtazi of Japan, Miss Thelma Perks of Australia. 
and Mr. Yankee Leong of Malaysia were present and 
participated, as did representatives of the National 
Spiritual Assemblies of Taiwan, tran, Hawaii? West 
Pakistan and the United States. 

The program which was patterned after the larger 
conference in Sapporo provided for consultation on 
ways and means for achieving the remaining goals of 
the Nine Year Plan, both in Korea and in other countries 
in that part of the globe. An appeal for pioneers to open 
new areas of Korea and for travelling teachers brought 
a tremendous response, with at least half of the Korean 
Baha'is present arising to answer to the latter need. 
Funds were contributed and pledged generously to as
sist those who could not finance their own travel costs, 
and for the production of more literature and other 
teaching aids. 

Related activities arranged for proclamation pur
poses in Seoul and its environs included a press inter
view with Hand of the Cause Mr. Featherstone, and a 
conference with some forty represen.tatives of univer
sity and high school publications in which Miss Char
lotte Linfoot, from the United States, participated. At the 
close of the conference Mr. Featherstone addressed a 
large public meeting on the subject, "A New Race of 
Men. " 

Immediately following the conference, the National 
Spiritual Assembly met in consultation with members 
of the Continental Board of Counsellors for the North 
East Pacific area to set up itineraries and mass teach
ing plans for the many believers who had volunteered 
their services. Included are plans to greatly increase 
the presently small number of Korean women enrolled 
in the Faith, and to expand a Baha'i schOol which had 
already made an auspicious beginning in one of the 
remote areas where mass conversion promises to be
come a reality in the immediate future. 

As in the conference in Sapporo, many were the loving 
tributes paid to the memory of the "Herald of the Pa
cific" Miss Agnes Alexander and later pioneers who had 
raised the Heavenly Call now being answered through
out all of South Korea. 
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African Student in the United States 
Ignites Mass Declarations in Nigeria 

" • two football fields in tne village scnool 
count taken of those wno attended tne first 

The story is best told in excerpts from a letter to 
Counsellor William MaxweH in Nigeria from Yvor Stoak
ley, Baha'i student at Grinnell College, Grinnen, Iowa 
on Sept. 7, 1971. He wrote as follows: 

" ... Briefly .. , since the fall of 1968 I've been enrolled 
as a student at Grinnell College in Iowa. This is my final 
year. Last fall (1970) a student from Ikot Antia-Ika, 
Abak Division, Nigeria, Mr. Mfon Ibangha, enrolled at 
Grinnell and has since become a very dear friend of 
mine. Over the course of the past year he has come to 
meet many Baha'is in this area and has attended a 
number of Baha'i activities. He has also read some 
literature on the Baha'i Faith and at this point has a 
fairly good grasp of the basic import and teachings of 
Baha!u'llah. . . . He is very enthusiastic and deeply 
interested. He feels very much the need for the uniting 
power of the Baha'i Faith in terms of bringing peoples of 
different races, classes and religious backgrounds to
gether. He has also been very impressed with the dedi
cation of Saha'is he has met in their determination to 
live the Baha'i life and teach by their example. 

jjDuring the time that he has been here he has been 
periodically writing to his brother Okon in Ikot Antia
Ika and keeping him abreast of what he learned about 
the Baha'i Faith in the United States. In the course of his 
correspondence. Ibangha instructed his brother to hold 
a meeting in his home village for the purpose of intro
ducing this new religion to the people there-strictly on 
the basis of what Ibangha had written to him and the few 
pamphlets and one copy of New Era sent. His brother 
Okon followed his instructions and I quote from the 
letter Okon wrote to Ibangha dated 15 July 1971: 

'On the question of the New Religion which you 
introduced to me, I had done exactly as you directed in 
your last letter to me. I made what use I could of the 
literature on the Baha'i Faith you sent. 

j ... Dear Ibangha, a very strange thing happened. 
Could you believe that two football fields in the village 
school compound were full of people? The on-the-spot 
count taken of those who attended the first meeting 
and also declared themselves Baha'is was 2746 people. 

compound were full of people. The on-+ne-spo+ 
meeting and also declared was 2746 ..• " 

Those who defected from different Churches in the 
vicinity and far away claim that since you endorse 
this religion, it must be a good one because you had 
always been very skeptical of all religion while you 
were at home.' 

ult seems that while Ibangha was at home he had been 
very skeptical of the religions with which he had con
tact because by-and-Iarge their preachers and adher
ents did not exemplify their teachings in their lives. 
During the course of his correspondence Ibangha had 
informed his brother very emphatically that he did not 
wish to request any help at all-monetary or otherwise
from the Baha'i headquarters in the U.S. for the further
ance of the Bahali Faith in his home village should there 
be any interest (Ibangha himself was frankly amazed at 
the overwhelming response which his brother received.) 
... Okon's letter continues: 

jWe need so many things to keep the faith strong and 
going ... How then do you think I shall be able to meet 
the challenge posed by this new religion? I say new 
because that is the first time that we even heard about 
itl and that notwithstanding, such a mammoth crowd 
of people turned up .... We urgently need means of 
transportation for people coming from afar to attend 
Baha'i meetings. We need a place that we can always 
meet. We need books I literature, tracts and brochures. 
... I have received so many inquiries from many 
more people about this Faith since the first conven
tion Or inauguration. I am now very confused since I 
don't know how to answer most of the questions .... I 
always receive avalanche of mails from different 
places about this new Faith .... People are really 
excited. ' " 

The whole Baha'i world will be eagerly awaiting 
further news of developments in this section of Nigeria. 
Surely this is an early fulfillment of the anticipation of 
the "hosts" which would be drawn to the Faith-and the 
promise of 'Abdu'l-Baha that people would come in 
troops. 

B Paso Mass T eaehing 
The Baha'i Community of EI Paso, Texas sponsored a 

mass-teaching conference over the-Labor Day week ... 
end September 4 to 6, with Auxiliary Board mem
ber' Mr. Paul Pettit and friends from East-Texas 
and all around the Southwest in attendance. Special 
guests included Jean Randazzo, a staff member of The 
Universal House of Justice, and Mr. and Mrs. Arenas 
from Silver City. New Mexico, who were just returning 
from Haifa with many interesting slides and stories of 
spiritual experiences from their pilgrimage. 

The "East-Texas Roadshow" helped bring all friends 
into the spirit of universal participation by singing new 
Baha'i songs. 

"When the masses of mankind are awakened and 
enter the Faith of God, a new process is set in motion 
and the growth of a new civilization begins" .-With this 
quote from the message of our Universal House of Jus
tice, (page 31, Wellspring of Guidance), Paul Pettit 

began giving the friends a blueprint of mass-teaching 
which motivated all. 

Vahid Hedayati from Arlington, Texas and one of Our 
veterans of mass-teaching in this area, showed us how 
simple and natural it is lor all Baha'is to share Baha
lulllah's "Message with our brothers and sisters. 

The believers armed with prayer books, declaration 
cards, pamphlets and roadmaps quickly left to find the 
waiting souls. Prayers were said by some from Mount 
Franklin, overlooking El Paso. 

As a result of divine guidance, and efforts by tireless 
friends, a number of souls heard about Baha'u'llah. 
Thirty-eight committed themselves to help proclaim the 
Faith. Thirteen of the new believers were found outside 
the city Jimits. eleven in Fabens, Texas, one in the 
County of EI Paso, and one in La Union, New Mexico. 
Some friends walked across the bridges to teach in 
Juarez, Mexico. One additional declaration resulted. 
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Like an Icelandic geyser flushing skyward, the "AHa.'h-u-Abh4!" of the :friends fined the aiT as they gathered jar 
unique group photograph taken from theatre rooftop. Center portion at group shows Hands oj Cause John RobaTta 
and Paul Haney. and Continenta~ BOOTd CounseHoTs Edna True and Lloyd Gardner, mid-way down toward lett. 
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The North Atlantic Oceanic Conference held in Reyk
javik. Iceland, September 2-5, 1971 was the last in a 
series of fifteen Conferences called by The Universal 
House of Justice with the purpose of stimulating procla
mation and consulting on the attainment of the goals of 
the Nine Year Plan. 

UNiTYFEASf 
The Conference was preceded by a Unity Feast which 

brought together in prayer and loving fellowship the 700 
believers who had gathered in Iceland for this historic 
event. Prayers in five languages were read creating a 
wonderfully spiritual atmosphere. Two talks were pre
sented, each on the subject of 'Abdu'l-Baha, from whose 
Tablets of the Divine Plan, the present Nine Year Plan 
draws its inspiration and direction. 

Mr. Abdu'} Rahim Yazdi who waS formerly Chairman 
of the National Spiritual Assem bly of Egypt, presented 
some brief glimpses of the Master-whom he had met 
and had had the privilege of serving. Mr. Yazdi said that 
it was difficult to convey in words what it's like to meet 
the Master; it was more "a feeling, an experience". In 
describing 'Abdu'I-Baha as the Perfect Exemplar, he 
said that every step 'Abdu'l-Baha took, He taught us how 
to be humble, truthful, to forgive, to be just, kind to all 
mankind and obedient to our Administration. He illus
trated his points by sharing delightful stories of the 
Master. Mr. Yazdi succeeded in evoking the loving 
spirit of 'Abdu'I-Bahil. In the hushed room one could 
almost "hear" the gentle rustling of His aba! 

....... ,--
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Counsellor Miss Edna True, who as a child met 
'Abdu'l-Bahil in the United States, spoke of the "Sixtieth 
Anniversary of 'Abdu'I-Baha Travels to the Western 
World". In a series of vivid word pictures Miss True 
sketched for us the excitement and anticipation of the 
friends as they waited for His ship to doc~ the great 
sacrifices associated with His visit, His remarkable vi
tality and endurance, the intensity of His activity (in 
New York City alone, He spoke to fifty-five different 
groups), His attraction to children. the great impact 
which He had on the believers, the way in which He 
instructed the Baha'is in the Convenant, the final fare
well address calling the friends to love and unity and 
reminding them of their high destiny, and the utter 
sadness of the friends as they watched His ship pull away 
from the wharf. 

Miss True remarked. U 'Abdu'l-Baha! What magic 
there is in that name for all Baha'is! Mention of His 
name evokes a flood of love!" That evening we were all 
imm ersed in that love! 

Goals of Conference Outlined 
The Conference was held at a theater in downtown 

Reykjavik. Mr. Rowland Estall welcomed the friends on 
behalf of the host National Spiritual Assembly of Can
ada and of the Icelandic believers. 

The Conference was blessed with the presence of two 
Hands of the Cause of God, Mr. John Robarts, the official 
representative of The Universal House of Justice and 
Mr. Paul Haney; seven Counsellors, Miss Edna True and 

MemberB of th.e Institution. Of the Hands 0/ the Couse J)n!!se'At at the CO'ItjereJlce: members- 01 the Clmttnental. Boa.'P'd 01 
CouftseUon, fnmt TOW~ left to "Uht; for N'orth AmeTica. Mus Edfta True, M". Lloyd: Ga:n:bter; 101' EUrope', Mrs. ~v 
FeT'1'aby, MT. Erik BlUmenthal. LOuis Hilhtuzet, Bettu .Reed. Back row: Hand of the Cause Paul Haney, AU%U:tafY .Boan:I 
members HOW'hllng Raf4£lt. Gem Stnmd. Modesta HOV'idB, Doris Katzen.stem. Aft7ra Gros.nnllnn.,. AtagU.t Cowa'll, Peter Knc:m.. 
Gii.nte ... Maltz, D. Thel~a Jacksonc PeilllQ'ljl Ross and Hand O'f the Came JOOft Roban-s. Not :J)ictu-red, AftneUne Bopp, and. 
Adrienne Reeves. AtIZ1lic:n'JI BOllra membeTS. 
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Mr. Lloyd Gardner from North America: and Mr. Blu
menthal, Miss Bopp, Mrs. Ferraby. Mr. Henuzet and 
Mrs. Reed from Europe; eleven Auxiliary Board mem
bers; representatives of nineteen National Spiritual As
semblies and believers from thirty-five different coun
tries, 

Hand of the Cause Mr. Robarts read the Message of 
The Universal House of Justice. The exciting Message 
inspired the friends and pOinted the direction of their 
later deliberations. Mr. Robarts drew attention to the 
mention of Greenland and 'Abdu'l-Baha's prophecy 
concerning the melting of the ice and the warming of 
the climate in that land, once the hearts of the people 
are "touched with the heat of the love of God", He 
helped us to see that we have a part to play in achieving 
this miracle. By arising to spread the love of God 
'throughout the WOrld, the whole earth will become a 
Divine rose-garden. 

Hand of the Cause Paul Haney brought greetings from 
the World Center, explained the purpose of the Confer
ence and stressed the importance of consultation on the 
achievement of the remaining goals of the Nine Year 
Plan-especially in Europe where, he said, H ••• the fate 
of the Plan is hanging in the balance". He called for a 
"tidal wave" of activity. In closing Mr. Haney re
minded us that Baha'u'llah has given us the most pow
erful of instruments-the Lamp of His Teachings, and 
that 'Abdu'l-Baha promised that the whole world will be 
illumined by this Light. It is for us to arise to serve. 

In presenting their greetings to the friends, the official 
representatives of the Continental Boards of Counsellors 
for Europe and North America, Mr. Henuzet and Miss 
True both focused on the significance of Iceland. Mr. 
Henuzet attributed the "new wind now blowing in 
Europe" to the inspiration that the European friends 
derived from the Icelandic Bahit'is, when in January the 
size of the Icelandic community was doubled in one 
week! 

Miss True indicated that the Master's epic-making 
journey had the purpose of taking Baha'u'Uah's Mes
sage to the West. She said, "It is highly significant that 
the Conference is on a n island midway in thi s Ocean. It 
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is as if the seeds scattered by the Master were blo\\"n by 
the winds of destiny to this fertile field". She called upon 
the Icelandic friends to become Hspiritual Vikings" 
taking the Message to nearby islands. 

Mr. Douglas Martin, Canadian National Spiritual As~ 
sembly member spoke on the subject, "The North At
lantic Community: Its Significance and its Oppor
tunity". In his presentation, Mr. Martin chose themes 
from The Universal House of Justice Message to the 
Conference to stretch our vision and deepen our con
sciousness of Baha'i unity by focusing OUr attention on 
Europe and North America as one Single region of the 
world-the North Atlantic Community; and to stress the 
importance of cooperation in discharging the remaining 
goals of the Njne Year Plan. 

Tributes to Hands of the Cause 
Tributes to Hands of the Cause Amelia Collins and 

Martha Root were presented. Both of these distinguished 
maid-servants were instrumental in helping to establish 
the Faith in Iceland. Mrs. Collins befriended Mrs. Holm
fridur Arnadottir (who later became the first Icelandic 
believer) and financed the translation of Baha'u'tlah and 
The New Era, and Martha Root confirmed the Faith of 
Mrs. ArnadaUir and spent some time in Iceland teach· 
ing and proclaiming the Faith. A memorial service was 
held for Hand of the Cause Millie Collins and Mrs. 
Arnadottir. 

Reports from 19 National Spiritual Assemblies 
The National Spiritual Assembly reports provided ex

citing evidences of the world-wide growth of the Faith. 
They also demonstrated that this growth is, at present, 
lUleven-some countries having exceeded their goals 
(e.g. Canada and U.s.A.), others having completed their 
goals (e.g. Iceland and Ireland-except for the forma· 
tion of their National Spiritual Assemblies next Rig,van), 
others expressing a desire to complete their goals by 
Ri<;lvim 1972 (e.g. Sweden, British Isles, etc.), and still 
others voicing a strong determination to win the goals 
by 1973. 

One particularly hopeful note, was that although in 

The confe-rence hall. 

...... -
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SmUes light the faces of Hand of the Cause John Robarts and 
Icelandi.c youth as lights shine on the map of Iceland showing 
A88emblies, grOUJlS and goals in the host count1'l/, 

some countries, the number of Local Spiritual Assem
blies is lagging behind, the rate of growth, in terms of 
the number of new believers appears to be accelerating, 
e.g. the French representative reported that in 1969 there 
were onlY six new believers, in 1970 there were thirty, 
and this year, to date. there have been forty new believ
ers. 

All of the reports expressed a confidence that com
plete victory would be achieved by the end of the Nine 
Year Plan. A new enthusiasm and hopefulness were 
expressed by many of the National Spiritual Assembly 
representatives, in the following terms: "The light is 
breaking all over Europe"; "Things are changing"; 
" ... assured of five new Local Spiritual Assemblies"; "A 
new spirit is evident in the community"; "This is the 
time of harvest". 

This new spirit in the European Baha:i Community 
appears to be related to a number of factors, which were 
mentioned in many of the reports: 
(1) The inspiration provided by the meteoric growth of 
the Icelandic community. 
(2) The recent visit of the beloved Hand of the Cause 
John Robarts and his wife to Europe. This visit served to 
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increase the believers' consciousness of the power of 
prayer and resulted in an upsurge of teaching activity. 
(3) The Fiesch Youth Conference which seems to have 
galvanized the European community. 

The National Spiritual Assemblies also explained their 
needs: youth proclamation teams, young travel teach
ers, consolidation help. international cooperation and 
funds for literature. 

SpotIight on Gre.oland 
Throughout the Conference, Greenland was one of the 

major foci. Brought to our attention by the Message 
from the Supreme Body. its spiritual significance was 
discussed and its Baha'i history was reviewed by Jame
son Bond, Knight of Bahil'u'Uilh. Hand of the Cause John 
Robarts also made frequent references to Greenland. 
During the Conference a delegation of five believers Hew 
to an Eskimo village in East Greenland, which had 
never before been visited by Baha'is, to proclaim the 
Faith. They received a warm and loving reception from 
the Eskimos. One Eskimo lady, after receiving a picture 
of 'Abdu'l-Bah;i, clasped it to her breast, rocked it like a 
baby, and wept tears of joy. 

Mrs. Peggy Ross, Auxiliary Board member from North 
America left on a teaching trip to Greenland at the end 
of the Conference. As the Canadian Charter flight 
headed back toward Canada, the plane ftew across 
Greenland. One could see the glaciers flowing into the 
sea and the huge icebergs floating along the inhospitable 
coastline. As 250 Baha'is recited the Greatest Name. one 
could not but feel that the melting process was being 
hastened! 

Sl""'lal TopiCS Highlighted 
The challenges involved in reaching various segments 

of humanity were discussed, including the Near East, 
Eastern Europe, the French-speaking world and the 
special challenge of bringing in the masses. Youth proc
lamation in the North Atlantic area, minority teaching 
(representatives of the Negro, Lapp, Indian, Eskimo and 
French-Canadian groups were present), universal par
ticipation, the importance of the Fund, and prayer were 
subjects which received consideration during the 
course of the Conference. 

CaD for Pioneer'S 

When the call for pioneers was raised eighty souls 
unhesitatingly arose. Many of those who volunteered 
were the young Icelandic friends. Counsellor Betty 
Reed commenting on this response, remarked, "eighty 
pioneers out of 700 partiCipants at the Conference. What 
a wonderfully rich harvest to lay at the threshold of 
Baha'u'llah L ... When you arise to pioneer, you are 

Icelandic youth ready to pionee-r on homefTOnt 01' beyond. 



BAHA'i NEWS 

fulfilling your destiny". Later sixty-five believers volun
teered to serve as international travel teachers. 

World Center and Institutions of the Faith 
On the last morning of the conference, Hand of the 

Cause Mr. Paul Haney spoke of the World Center and its 
institutions. His presentation consisted of a considera
tion of the significance of the Baha'i Holy Places and 
the development of institutions at the World Center. an 
audio-visual program entitled "Baha'is in the Holy 
Land," and a discussion of the Station and functions of 
The Universal House of Justice. His closing remarks 
directed the friends to "study c-arefully the guidance of 
The Universal House of Justice. This is how the Faith 
will be protected". 

Counsellor Edna True spoke on the "Relationships 
and Functions of the Continental Boards of Counsellors 
and the National Spiritual Assemblies." Reviewing the 
significance of these Institutions, she pointed out that 
they are component parts of the same Hliving orga
nism," the World Order of Baha'u'lIah, and that the kind 
of collaboration called for by the beloved Guardian 
between these Institutions is based on a clear under
standing of this fac!. 

Memorial Service for Hand of the Cause Mr. Bana'''' 
At the beginning of the last session of the Conference, 

Hand of the Cause John Robarts announced to the 
friends the passing of Hand of the Cause Mr. Banani. 
Mr. Robarts spoke of his great love and affection for Mr. 
Banani, and recalled working with him in Africa. He 
particularly stressed Shoghi Effendi's high regard for 
Mr, Bamlni. 

Hand of the Cause Paul Haney also commented on the 
Guardian's respect for Mr. Banani, and he spoke of the 
great material sacrifices made by Mr. Banimi when he 
went as a pioneer to serve the Faith in Africa. 

Prayers for the Departed were then read by Mr, 
Haney and Mrs. Ho barts. 

At the termination of this brief but highly moving 
memorial service, Mr. Robarts called the CotUlsellors 
and Board members to the platform. He expressed the 
love of the Hands of the Cause for the Counsellors and 
the Board members and explained that the Counsellors 
were being trained to succeed the Hands. Although OUf 
hearts were heavy at the thought of having no more 
Hands of the Cause, the precious remnant left to us by 
the beloved Guardian, we were also cheered by the 
profound wisdom of The Universal House of Justice in 
providing us with this new institution, It was such a 
bitter-sweet moment! 

Close of the Cooferen.e 
Mr. Robarts said that we are "The Army of Light" 

and that our responsibility is to dispel the darkness in 
the world, He reminded us of the words of The House of 
Justice. c'. . . the F ai th of God is the sale source of 
salvation for mankind today", and °upon our efforts 
depends in very large measure the fate of humanity". 
He cautioned us that the time was short and reminded 
us of the assistance provided by the Concourse on High, 
those great souls who have gone on to the real world and 
who yearn to return to help us. 

He likened our life on this plane of existence to the 
flight of a bird through a brightly lighted banquet hall
in one window, and out the window on the opposite side 
of the halll We have so little time and so much to do. 

He encouraged us by reminding us that serving the 
Cause is not a difficult thing. "When we go out and teach 
we are happier than at any other time, because we know 
we are assisted by God in the most fantastic ways". He 
concluded, "The Army of Light, this is usl This is 
us!" 

At the conclusion of his talk, Mr. Robarts called all 
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Three who spoke for the minorities on the last day of the 
Conference and also m~dE' a flying proclamation trip to Green
land: lett, Flor,encE' Sprtnggay, Eskimo believer; Hugette James, 
F1'E'nch-Canadtan; Mary Ann Crow, Blackfoot Indian, 

the Icelandic believers to join him on the stage. Each 
believer received a flower. Additional volunteers for 
pioneering and travel teaching spontaneOUsly arose and 
singing of "Ya Baha'u'l-Abha" filled the auditorium, No 
on~ wanted to, leave the .t~eater. Such was the spiritual 
unIty of the fnends, SensItIve to the needs of the friends, 
Mr, Robarts assured us that we would "remember this 
Conference throughout eternity!", and with this thought 
to cherish, we reluctantly began to file out of the 
theater, 

Four Post-Conference Worksbops 

Concurrent with the highly successful public meet
ing. four post-conference workshops were held at the 
instruction of The Universal House of Justice. These 
sessions dealt with the follOWing subjects: Circumpolar 
Teaching, the United Nations, French Teaching and 
Proclamation and Mass Teaching. The sessions were 
well attended and proved to be a source of many prac
tical teaching ideas as friends from the North Atlantic 
area shared experiences and consulted on each others' 
needs and how these could be filled, These sessions 
provided an immediate outlet for the spirit which had 
~een generated by the Conference. 

Indeed, this was a Conference that will be remem
bered throughout eternity! 

Lapp believer, speaking on minoTities, 
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About the north Atlantic Oceanic 
Conference -Re';/kjavik, !)celanJ 

By Arlene Jennrich 

The friends gathered from thirty-five countries for the 
Reykjavik Conference on September 2-5, 1971. They flew 
to Keflavik on the southern coast of Iceland from points 
in Europe and North American to join the growing 
community of believers of Iceland until the numbers 
soared to over 750, making the North Atlantic Oceanic 
Conference historic in significance for the Faith and for 
the island as the largest gathering of an international 
group ever reported to assemble in Iceland. 

From the first seeds of the Faith of Baha'u'llah 
planted by Hand of the Cause Amelia Collins in 1924, the 
Cause has sprouted and grown to the closing moments 
of the conference which saw the stage of the Auswrbae
jarbio Theater filled with radiant members of the young, 
fast-growing Icelandic community, over half a hundred 
of the 300 and more believers on the island. This com
munity, so loved by Martha Root from her first visit in 
1935, is growing rapidly toward formation of its National 
Assembly at next Rio;! van. Before, during, and at the 
close of this crowning conference of the series of 
Oceanic Conferences called for by The Universal 
House of Justice, and anticipated by the Guardian. 
over seventy souls declared their Faith. They were 
young and old, residents of Reykjavik and visitors. 

Months of preparation with the two major committees 
based in Canada and in Iceland, plus the heroic efforts 
of pioneers and the Icelandic friends, culminated in the 
outpouring of spirit and the events of this September 
week in Reykjavik. 

At the Unity Feost._Miss Edna True, a member of the Board of 
Cou-n,seUor,s for No-rth America, gave higMipht.! of the travels of 
~Abdu'l-Bahri to the western W01'ld, She ~.s: being "reeted by 
Mfa. Lea N1/8. 

On charter flight, 250 believers arrived from. Ca-nad4 on A u,,~t 
29. In foreground aTe Hand of th.e Cause John Robart!' Mr •. 
Robarts and AHan Raynor, (with hat) coordinatOT of ali con
ference aTrangement.s:, 

-Photographs by Ken JennTich and Nick Brackett 

Preceding the conference, some of the swelling num
ber of friends on the island used their time to learn of the 
rich Icelandic culture. Busloads traveled to the site of 
ThingveJ1ier, the plains location for the world's oldest 
parliament (Althing) where Icelandic chiefs assembled 
as early as 930 A.D. to consult upon and resolve tribal 
problems peacefully in annual summer conclaves. Here 
the Baha'is offered prayers, for here may be the site of 
Iceland's first National Baha'i Convention next Rio;!van. 

In the streets and shops of the city, Baha'is were 
welcomed by the island people whose newspapers and 
radio stations had reported the purpose and meaning of 
the Baha'i Faith and this conference. Young people 
sought out the continuing fireside at the Dumas Medica 
Center to learn of the teaching which had attracted their 
friends and classmates to Bahil'u'JIah's Cause. In dra
matic complement, Prof. Bernhard Notz, eighty year 
old eminent German composer-pianist, signed his dec
laration card on the eve of the conference. So did his 
wife, who with her blind husband, has studied the 
Faith for one year in Europe, 

Limited for the most part by lack of knowledge of the 
ancient Icelandic language, the friends could only rec
ognize with appreciation the regular coverage in the five 
daily papers of the capital city as they featured story 
and photo coverage of the Baha'i visitors and the con
ference. There was radio and poster coverage to awaken 
the ear and eye of the Reykjavik populace to the presence 
of the Baha'is and the belief in the Oneness of Mankind. 
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In a remarkable manner, Canadian Baha'i artist Don 
Rogers completed a summer of pioneering and painting 
in Iceland with an exhibition of his works which at
tracted the attention of the art community of Reyk
javik. The National Gallery was offered a gift of one of 
Rogers' paintings, and promptly added to the acquisi
tion by purchasing two more of his Iceland works in 
order to present Mr. Rogers' canvasses to better ad
vantage in the National Gallery. Thus an enduring 
impression is assured in the artistic commWlity of this 
culture-conscioWl people. The purchase price of these 
paintings went directly to the Fund to provide a legacy 
for Iceland. 

The conference progressed in English with Icelandic 
translations. Beyond the conference site, a few selected 
representatives from the Institutions of the Cause and 
ethnic groups met in a series of events reaching into 
Iceland's governmental and cultural strata. A delega
tion of /lve called on the Prime Minister of Iceland, Mr. 
OIafur Jonanneson in an historic meeting which lasted 
over three times the scheduled ten minutes. It was a 
cordial reception, and the Prime Minister openly Ia· 
beled his country's most serious problem to be alcohol
ism. He showed interest in the Faith. 

On another occaSion, a reception was held for Ice
landic notables to which came representatives from the 
German Embassy, the Ambassador from the United 
States, the deputy Mayor of Reykjavik, the Director of 
the National Art Gallery, and the Baha'is of various 
national and ethnic groups. This reception which gave 
the opportunity for the leaders of thought to learn of 
Baha'u'llah's Message waS held in the Saga Hotel, with 
Hand of the Cause Paul Haney, Continental Board 
Counsellor Edna True, representatives of the Canadian 

At a. f'eception held. for Icelandic notables, Hand of the Cawe 
Paul Hanev i.r introductM the American Ambasaador to Ice
land. M1'. Luthe1" Replogle, to Mrs. E-rtla GudmundstottiT and 
to Pmd o;ermark 01 Swedn. 

Cultural news was made in Reykjavik as NoTma1l. Bailey, 
German Baha'i, Wagnerian. ba.Titone. aCCGImpanied bv _German 
believer Sylvia. Schulman. concert pianist. introduced " new 
composition by new ly decla.Ted believer Prof. Bernhard: N OU of 
BerHn .... a song in praise ot God in.wired" by the Writinp" of 
BahQ:'u'Udh. A standing ovation by Icelandic gu.ests paid tribtue 
to the talents of three vWting Baha'is in this cuUure consciou.s 
land. 

and the United States National Spiritual Assemblies, 
and Icelandic BahilYis as well as believers of Persian, 
Eskimo, Indian and other backgrounds. The reception 
was considered highly advantageous in establishing 
contacts in sensitive areas of influence. 

The Message of The Universal House of Justice re
minded the friends of the call and the promise of the day 
when the Cause should be kindled in Greenland. In a 
spontaneous action, a delegation was dispatched dUring 
the conference to fly to Greenland for just a few hours to 
take believers from the Northern territories. Mrs. Lotus 
Neilson, pioneer to Greenlandy Eskimo believer Flor-
ence Springay, Crow and Blackfoot Indians Mary Ann 
Crow and Di-ane HeUson, and French Canadian Hu
guette J ames flew to a coast town in Greenland, met 
children in the streets, taught them to say uAllah'u~ 
Abha," and the name of Baha'u'llah, They were wel
comed into the homes of two families for tea. The brief 
meeting linked hearts so strongly that tears were shed at 
the parting, with a promise to return. 

The way is prepared. The phYSical link with Green
land during the conference had its spiritual effect in 
pioneer responses and renewed the focus of the friends 
on every reference to this land in the Master's Divine 
Plan. 

In a special memorial service held on Sunday morn
ing at the Einar Jonsson Museum in Reykjavik, there 
were prayers for Hand of the Cause Amelia Collins who 
first mentioned the Faith in Iceland in 1924; for beloved 
Martha Root who taught the Faith here in 1935 for 
months, and for Holmfridur Arnadottir, the first Ice
landic believer. 

Sunday evening, following the conference, the PubliC 
Congress in the Haskolabio (University Theater) filled 
that auditorium's 1000 seats with Icelandic guests min
gled with some Baha'is. The assembled crowd heard the 
well-known Wagnerian baritone, Norman Bailey, Baha'i 
from Germany, his accompanist and soloist in her own 

IT 
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right, Sylvia Schulman, also a Baha'i. And in musical 
compliment to the occasion, a new composition for Mr. 
Bailey by new Baha'i Prof. Bernhard N otz had its pre
mier performance there in Reykjavik's cultural center, 
The standing ovation was for all the gifted contributors 
at the conclusion of that number. 

Difficulties of language impeded the flow of the elo
quent introduction to the Faith by Adib Taherzadeh, but 
an excellent Icelandic translation was given by Mrs, 

Seals and. Cf'oftg Wef'1I!' joined by th.eir wives on stage. 

Mus Sophie Loedfng 01 WUmette, lHino~ who 3ef'ved the Na
tional Spiritua~ Assem6l1l of the United ,)"tates lor many Vears, 
and who was pTe'sent at the 1.mveHing of ~Abdu' ·Bahti's Tablets 
of the Divine Plan, stilt pa1'ticipating in the cutminating con~ 
terence of the Oceanic series. fifty-two yeaTS later! In th~ ba~k
ground is Mrs. Arlene Jennra.ch who was busy ooordmaUng 
photograpm and Teports. 
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Ertla Gudmundsdottir who was the Icelandic counter
part for mistress of ceremonies Mrs. Paisley Glen of 
Canada. 

For the final portion of the evening, Jimmy Seals and 
Dash Crofts needed no translator, as their music said it 
all. There was dancing in the aisles, spirit in the air, 
declaration cards signed in the lobby and new believers 
numbered thirty-five to forty before the evening 
closed. The Icelandic friends are all ready to embark on 
enrolling and deepening those whose souls quickened 
during the conference, so that by Ric;lvim, a strong and 
healthy community will form a new pillar for The Uni .. 
versal House of Justice. 

The purity of the Icelandic friends, the clearness of 
their eyes and hearts, brings to mind the morning 
prayer, "I give praise to Thee, 0 my God, that Thou 
hast awakened me out of my sleep." They are awakened 
in this warm land of the North. awakened to serve the 
Cause. 

The friends in Iceland left with the hope of return and 
the farewell was the Icelandic jjBless. " 

An .!)mpl'e&&ion 

0/ lhe .!)cefanJic Conference 

By Sophie Loeding 

Looking back over the years from the late 1890's when 
the Cause was first brought to Chicago to the present 
time when a Conference just recently held In Iceland 
and in Japan l it is awe-inspirin~ to contemplate the 
growth of the Faith of Baha'u'llilh lrom a totally un
known teaching with only a handful of adherents to an 
independent religion known the world over today as 
"The Baha'i Faith" with tremendous prestige and 
with consultative status as a non-Governmental organi
zation at the United Nations, could only have been 
achieved through the operation of a Divine Power. 
Thoughts such as these impressed themselves on one's 
consciousness as one partiCipated in the sessions of this 
Conference held in Reykjavik on September 2-5, 1971. 

After the mechanics of registration, etc., and the 
Unity Feast on Thursday evening, the Conference 
opened with the reading of the Message from The Uni
versal House of Justice by Hand of the Cause Mr. John 
Robarts. This Message told first of the visit of Hand of 
the Cause Mrs. Amelia Collins to Iceland in 1924, who 
was followed eleven years later by Miss Martha Root. 
The Message pointed out the urgent need of winning the 
still unachieved goals of the Nine Year Plan and the 
firm faith of The Universal House of Justice that victory 
will be attained. The Message closed with assurance of 
prayers at the Holy Shrines for that victory. 

On that stirring note, the Conference proceeded with 
greetings and reports from many lands. Thirty-five na
tions were represented and 750 delegates from allover 
the world were present. The report on the youth activi
ties formed an important part of the program and their 
accomplishments have been impressive. 

The entire Conference was, to me. -at least, unprece
dentedly inspiring, and I am most grateful that 1 was 
privileged, so late in life, to make this journey and to 
hear about and see the miracles wrought by Baha'u'llah 
within the span of one's lifetime. I have come back from 
the Conference with the greatest admiration for the 
conviction and courage of the workers, pioneers and 
teachers, and now youth, and humbled and saddened 
when I contemplate my own all too meagre contribu
tion. 
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..JrnpreJJionJ 0/ ..Jce/anJ 
By Carolee E. Brackett 

Since I was ten years old I've wanted to go to Iceland. 
Once in Iceland my greatest expectations were fulfilled. 
Not only fulfilled but surpassed leaving me in a state of 
perpetual emotion! My first impression was of the land. 
It is so beautiful, raw and naked in its grandeur. We had 
one day prior to the conference to rent a car and go 
inland. There were no fences bounding the land. It was 
all open and free. The sheep and cattle roamed at will. 
There were no road signs marking the way to the tourist 
attractions. That in itself was heavenly, 'being SO over
used to being tourist·herded to places of pre-selected 
interest and value. It was far more than being in a 
wilderness; it was like stepping back into time to the 
primordial region of man's creation. The land is a land 
of unity from diversity: green vegetation clinging to 
hard foundation, fiery volcanic action so close to the 
earth it heats the water naturally; quicksand, lava, 
glaciers, geysers and icy rivers; flat surface criss
crossed with huge crevaces, lava cliffs cut with crys· 
tal-clear waterfalls, rainbow in color, plummetting into 
gigantic spray hitting original rock of earth's crust; 
mountains, flowering with snow and ice, rising in every 
distance. It appeared to me that presented like a gift 
from God as a setting for this conference was this 
majestic, jewel-like land of fire and of snow, reflecting 
and refracting light as a whirling crystal ball does from 
within as well as from without. 

That first day was lovely and bright. The only bright 
day we saw while in Iceland. The air was so pure. The 

lcela:ndic beHever, Jona. Bjorg Saetran in native dress. Sh.e 
became a Baha'i while a. foreian exchange stud-ent in Arizona 
and t'f!'turned to take the Cause to her island home and fellow 
1I0tdh. 

light was so strong. We could see for miles. It seemed as 
if the island was suspended, caught breathlessly be
tween sun-fire and earth-fire. We appeared to revolve 
independently. The ice and snow acted like the beads of 
crystal on the ball unitjng the contrasts-uniting this 
fire and snow, blending it into a perfect harmony. It was 
just as well that the rest of the conference was bathed in 
rain so there was no chance to diminish this sharp, vivid 
impression. 

There seemed to be a special spirit present within 
each participant that made this conference as rare and 
as precious as the glorious land. 

The Icelandic people are as sturdy and durable as 
their country. They adhere tenaciously to their beliefs, 
which once held form strong, lasting hearl-felt bonds 
with their lives just as their land is bound to the ocean. 
They are so close to their land and to its intrinsic 
qualities. As it is sturdy and durable; so are they. As it 
is beautiful and fragrant as a flower; so are they. 

I have never had such an emotional time in my life. I 
felt like the long inactive geyser of Iceland that, just 
prior to the conference reactivated itself. As the tour 
bus, the last of the season, carrying a group of Bahatis 
pulled up at this historical geyser spring,· the guide 
explained the history of the area and particularly of this 
geyser. It seems that the geyser is the pride of the 
Icelandic people who are close to the land and take 
delight in the various natural elements incorporated on 
their tiny island located in the heart of the oceans. 
However for several years there have been no eruptions 
of this geyser until the past few months. The renewed 
activity was not like former activity which had earned 
for it the nickname lithe big geyser." The group disem
barked and went to have a peek. Just as they were at the 
brink of the geyser, it began to bubble and steam. 
CCStand back, stand back! It's about to erupt!" called 
the guide sending the BaM'is scampering away. Vir
tually in the faces of the Baha'is in a majestic burst it 
shot upward soaring to unrecorded heights and new 
dimensions leaving in its steamy, misty aftermath about 
Sixty extremely surprised people. The guide remarked to 
one of them, 4IWho are you people? You must be very 
special indeed to have our geyser perform so for you t" 
There was a brief explanation about the BaM'; Faith af
ter which one of the Baha'is suggested she report this 
incident to the local newspaper as it had happened with 
three newsworthy features: First as a new eruption of 
the famous geyser, second as the eruption on the last 
day of tourist season, and third in front of a large 
number of Baha'is from all over the globe the day before 
the conference was to begin as the sign of its good 
opening. The guide did this. A rough translation given to 
us by an Icelandic believer reads something like this: 
"Geyser erupts on last day of season in faces of Baha'is 
who are very lucky people". It was followed by a nice 
article. 

Before the conference I thought the Icelanders were 
like the angels of snow and of fire. During the confer
ence we were welded together so strongly that we all 
took on these qualities until it was impossible to tell an 
Icelander from an African. We were all like the angels 
of snow and of fire. I hope that soon the whole world will 
be fused into this crystal ball until it too experiences 
what these conferences have shown to be possible. Perw 

haps there has been a glimmer of what it means to be 
children of the light. I hope this light will grow until the 
world becomes as one soul in one hody. I offer this as my 
prayer. 
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Travel-Teaching in Rhodesia 
On Saturday, July 31, 1971, pioneer John Sargent, Sr. 

drove to Gokwe where he was surprised by three tr avel
ling teachers-Joseph, Richard and Martin-waiting for 
him on the road. After checking in with the Police at 
Gokwe, they proceeded to the village of Seven where 
they met the friends and saw the new football field and 
basketball court erected by the Baha'is, and also the 
bricks they have molded for their Baha'i Center. After 
a slide show of the Haifa Shrines, they went to Chief 
Nemangwe's village where they presented the Chief with 
the customary blanket. 

A Chief Dec1ares 
Chief N emangwe said he had been study1/rg the Baha'i 

Faith and asked when he was going to get his Baha'i 
papers. Thereupon a Baha'i declaration card was pro
duced and Chief Nemangwe became the third para
mount chief to become a Baha'i in Rhodesia. Chief 
Chiweshe was the first and the late Chief Chaona was the 
second. When the Chief had signed, he was presented 
with a Baha'i pin and some BahA'i literature to the 
ceremonial clapping of the Chief's attendants. An elated 
Baha'i team then left for Feast and an overnight stay at 
Mufungo village. Isaac Nemangwe, the first Baha'i at 
Gokwe, and a brother to the Chief, presided at the Feast 
and during the business part asked for consultation on 
how their community could remain active between vis
its from travelling teachers and pioneers. These vil
lagers had their tests early. Their crops failed shortly 
after becoming Baha'is and they spent the last of their 
money on a phone call to the Baha'is for help and no 
help came. 

Newly enroUed parnmount Chief Nemangwe and 30me of hi! 
mb."""". Rhodesia, August 1971. 

Baha'i fri.ends welcome teaching team at Gwavi, Rhode.Jia, 
August, 1971. 

AtSeveD 
On August 1, the team travelled out through a rough ox 

cart trail to the road and back through the tsetse fly gate 
and up over the Zambesi escarpment to the village of 
Seven. There they gave a requested repeat performance 
of their slide show of the previous days and inaugurated 
the new playing fields with a football game and a bas
ketball game. Everybody played; young, old, black, 
white, boys and girls. and the remaining stumps left in 
the field added an extra zest to the game. The Natiooal 
Spiritual Assembly mem ber John Sargent, and a travel~ 
ling teacher met with the Seven Local Spiritual Assem
bly at their request. A visit to the proposed site of the 
Seven Baha'i Center was made. That evening food was 
provided for about two dozen people around an open fire 
in the center of the village followed by singing which 
attracted some seventy people and continued far into 
the night. 

Roja 
August 2. Up. up and away again. This time off to 

Roja-a trip that cost a tailpipe and a headlight cowl
ing. The Raja community is very anxious to be a good 
Baha'i community and has many questions stored up 
and waiting for the teaching team. So many Raja resi
dents wanted to become Baha'is that they were ham
pered by having only one bailpoint pen and the supply of 
declaration cards was running short. At the Local Spiri
tual Assembly meeting that night all the discrepancies 
in the membership were sorted out and they decided 
that they should be incorporated. The next morning, 
August 3, all nine member of the Local Spiritual Assem· 
bly gathered for their photo and to bid farewell. The 
team arrived at the Muchero community a day earlier 
than expected so they pushed on to the Gwavi com
munity which could gather a day earlier than planned. 

Gwavl 
Gwavi is a very large community and will probably 

be broken UP into separate kraals in the future. Within 
an hour of arrival, declaration cards had run short, sO a 
difficult journey was made to the home of a travelling 
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teacher where they picked up about filty more cards 
and brought three mOre ballpoint pens. The chairman of 
the Local Spiritual Assembly of Gwavi led a tour to a 
proposed site for the Gwavi Baha'i Center. They are 
planning a large center-perhaps large enough to be 
used for conferences. Sym'balie of the size and vigor of 
the community and the size of the proposed center is the 
abundance of large baobab trees at the site. No sooner 
was the card and pen shortage solved than another one 
loomed. With less than half the trip-time elapsed, nearly 
all of the Baha'i literatUre had been passed out and still 
the Baha'is were begging for more. All the people en
countered in the Gwavi area seemed to be very eager to 
learn and requested traveling teachers and literature 
and visitors. Several are sending away for the corre
spondence course. That nigjlt at the meeting about sev
enty enthusiastic friends gathered for singing, lectures 
and questions around alar ge campfire, The Local Spiri. 
tual Assembly met during the most of the meeting but 
moved out to the campfire to share the closing prayer 
with the community. During the Local Spiritual Assem
bly meeting they had decided to incorporate their As
sembly. 

On the morning of August 4, the Local Spiritual As
sembly of Gwavi gathered for their picture and the 
whole Gwavi community asked to have their picture 
taken too-all except for a hundred-year-old woman who 
was afraid of being photographed. 

Then off to Muchero where one of the Bahatishad made 
a large sunshade, with benches, underneath out of hand· 
hewn lumber. The Muchero Local Spiritual Assembly 
could not gather a quorum but about thirty friends gath
ered to hear about Baha'u'Uah and see the slide show 
following which several signed declaration cards. The 
kraal chief thanked the team for coming and said he 
believed all that had been said but he did not ask for a 
declaration card. After lunch by the Muchero hostess, 
the team went to the st. Boniface Baptist Mission hos
pital and talked to the surgeon/missionary, Dr. Garret, 
who didn't know what was happening to our missing mail. 
He was given a short talk about the Faith and then the 
team went to have healing prayers with the sister of one 
of the traveling teachers who had been taken to the 
hospital the previous day. Then back over that torturous 
track to Mufuogo to rest for the night. 

The morning of August 5, the team packed off to Chief 
Nemangwe's court where a large group had gathered for 
the day's court proceedings. The Chief appeared to de
liver greetings, then invited the team to teach the as-. 
sembled villagers about the Baha'; Faith. During the 
following slide show, the Chief reappeared in his Chief's 
regalia, The Chief's messenger signed his declaration 
card, as did a few others. The Chief then put the team 
first on the court's agenda to hear the application for 
Baha'i Center sites throughout the Nemangwe Tribal 
Trust Land. 

Nemaope 

Back at Nemangwe, five members of the Assembly 
were gathered and a Local Spiritual Assembly meeting 
was held. At the Assembly's request, the team gave 
them a talk on Assembly duties, consultation and pre>
cedures. They decided to discuss incorporation when all 
nine members could be present. One more slow, painful 
trek back to Mufun go was successfully negotiated. 

On the morning of August 6, friends slowly began to 
gather and by 10 a.m. there were enough to have a 
meeting, following which the Assembly of Mufungo 
met and invited the team in to assist in their consulta· 
tion. They want the National Spiritual Assembly to get 
them started on their self-help school. They want to 
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form a football team, to repair the road so Mrs. Bahiyyih 
Ford can visit there, to incorporate, and to assist in 
providing a combined traveling teacher/postman. The 
meeting was then adjourned to the Chanyakura Baha'i 
Center, about one-and-one·haJi miles away by trail (no 
road), The Center has a bed and chairs and tables, and 
will seat about sixty people. Their Shrine of the Bab pic
ture is hung up only on special occasions because the 
white ants are very active at this location. The Assembly 
gathered for their photo and then bade farewell to the 
teaching team. The team then walked back to Mufungo 

Some of the membe;s of the Local Spiritual As.temb1v Of Seven 
with bricks for theiT new Baha" Center, 

Some of the Assemblll members of Ch.anllukuTQ, Rhodesia at 
their recently completed Cente;. 

~-
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where they got into their car and headed for Gwavi. 
There they were to pick up the Gwavi AssemblY Chair
man who was to act as translator for the trip to the 
Tonga-speaking peoples. While looking f{)r the Chair
man, the teachers met and signed up several more 
villagers. Darkness fell and it was too late to set off for 
even more remote areas, 00 another pleasant evening 
was spent around the Gwavi campfire. This was high
lighted by a Baha'i declaration during a total eclipse of 
the moon. 

Chich.mba 
On the morning of August 7, the team set off for a visit 

to the primitive Tonga people near the village of Chic
hemba. The Tongas are a very colorful people who wear 
very little clothing but do wear an abundance of beads, 
bracelets and necklaces. Their bodies are covered with 
decorative patterns of scars. The Tonga women knock 
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out their upper front teeth and pierce their ears and 
noses. The women smoke hookahs made from gourds. 
The Tongas are hard working craftsmen and build their 
homes with walJed-up granaries in the center. The 
Baha'is met the Chichemba Chief and got permission to 
teach in his area, and an invitation to return when he 
could round all his people up to hear the Bahi'i mes
sage. They passed out what little BaM'i literature tlley 
had left. This was "Do You Know in What Day You Are 
Living?" which had been translated many years before 
in England. Because so few Tongas can read and write, 
this was the only literature that was in adequate sup
ply. Yet another shortage developed on the way home. 
This time the teaching team ran out of money. But with 
a brief-case full of Baha'i declaration cards, and with 
seven more active, deepened Local Spiritual Assemblies 
left behind, the happy teachers wondered HWho needs 
money?" 

Addis Ababa Teaching Conference 

A National Victory Teaching Conference was held at 
the end of June til is year in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia for 
believers of the North East Africa region. This Con
ference was sponsored jointly by the Continental Board 
of Counsellors for Central and East Africa and the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of North East Africa. 

The Conference was attended by Counsellor Mr. Aziz 
Yazdi, by the members of the National Spiritual Assem-

bly of North East Africa, the Auxiliary Board members 
for the region, believers from various parts of Ethiopia 
and particularly by the friends of the Addis Ababa com
munity. In the photograph, Mr. Yazdi (with white hair) 
is seen kneeling behind the lady who is seated behind 
the Greatest Name. Mr. Beleta Worku, Auxiliary Board 
member, is third from the right, standing. 
-Isabel Sabri for the CONTINENTAL BoARD OF CoUNSELLORS 
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Memorials of lb. FailbfuL By 'Abdu'I-Bahi!. Translated 
by Marzieh Gail. 

'Abdu'l-Bahit's remembrances of seventy-nine be
lievers, most of whom followed Bahtl'u'llah into exile 
and prison, spoken by the Master during the latter half 
of 1915. The translator has written that "this is a book 
about people who were trying to get into prison rather 
than to escape from it, because they were prisoners of a 
great love. Their love was for Baha'u'llah ... " 

Among those memorialized by jAbdu'I-Baha is 
Mi$.bkin-Qalam, the leading Persian calligrapher whose 
calligraphic arrangement of the Greatest Name hangs 
in many Baha'i homes. 'Abdu'I-Baha teaches Us how the 
realms of the material and the divine touch when He 
writes of the man who enj oyed a special position am ang 
the notables of Tihran that IIHe wielded a musk-blade 
pen, and his brows shone with faith." 

Of Mi!!!)kin-Qalam' s journey to Baha 'u '!lah, the Mas
ter wrote: ~'H e crossed the great distances, measured 
out the miles, climbing mount4ins, passing aVe?" deserts 
and over the sea, until at last he came to Adrianop!e. 
Here he reached the heights of faith and assurance; here 
he drank the wine of c .. titude. He Te<ponded to the 
summons of God, he attained the presence of Baha
'u'lldh-, he ascended to the apogee where he was received 
and accepted." 

Afler the ascension of Baha 'u '!lah, Mi!!!)kin-Qalam 
journeyed to India to be with the friends there. But when 
~AbduJI-Baha heard that he was growing helpless. He 
summoned Him once again to the Most Great Prison, 
where he was "at all times" the Masterts uclose com
panion"-a companion whom 'Abdu'l-Baha described 
in these words: UHe was a compendium of perfections: 
believing, confident, serene, detached fTom the world, a 
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Symbol of the Greatest Name arranb'ed by Mishkim-Qa!am and 
signed by him. -

peerless companion~ a wit--and his character like a 
garden in full bloom," 

Adorning this first English translation of Memorials of 
the Faithful is a calHgraphic design in the form of a bird 
of paradise by Mis...bkin-Qalam himself. "It is an artistic 
arrangement of the phrase 'Bismi'IHlhi'I-Bahiyyi'l
Abha' which means 'In the name_of God, the Glorious 
the Most Glorious.' Hand of the Cause of God t Zikru'~ nah Khadem, describes it as a 'bird of paradise in the 
form of the Greatest Holy Name sitting on the tree of 
Touba (tree of paradise) ... an art form found in many 
Baha'i houses in Persia, framed and hung in a place of 
honor,' " 

MemoT1als of the Faithjut is essential for understand
ing in the words of 'Abdu'l-Baha, the Perfect Exemplar, 
how it is that the spiritual qualities of faithfulness-not 
the outward details of individual lives-:--earn their own 
reward and constitute themselves their own memorials. 

Cloth ............................. $3.50 
Order through your Community Librarian when possi
ble. Orders under $5 must include $.30 for handling and 
postage. Personal orders must include payment. 

oaJui',' Publishing Trust 
415 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091 
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BAHA'( NEWS-Answering Your Questions, 1) Subscrip
tions received until December 15 can still begin with the 
October issue as long as the supply of tliis issue lasts. 
2) Our system will not handle .M,... and Mrs. (choose 
one). Also it will not accomm odate a name like The Smith 
Family. Please clearly indicate how you wish your label 
to be addressed. 3) At present we have no cut-o/f date 
far the special offer of BARA '1: NEw s subscription 
combined v.:ith WORLD ORDER for $9.00. 4) Foreign sub
scrIptIons WIll rem am the same untIl further notice. Con
tact the National Spiritual Assembly of the country where 
you reside for SUbscription. 5) THE NATIONAL BAHA'i 
REVIEW was not enclosed in the September issue of 
BAHA'i NEWS, but with THE AMERICAN BAHA'i, which is 
sent free to all believers in the United States. 6) Assem
bly Secretaries in the United States are sent free three 
copies of BAHA'i NEWS; one is to be filed, one is for 
reference, and one is for circulation. If the Secretary 
has her own personal subscription, then a fourth copy 
will come addressed to her. As our system cannot handle 
multiple mailings, these copies come separately. 7) Sub
scription price for BAHA'i NEWS in the United States is 
$6.00. Send to: 

Subscription Service 

415 Linden A.enue 

Wibnetle, lDinols 60091 

As before, please promptly send address changes to 
the National Office, 112 Linden, Wilmette, illinois, 60091 
and indicate if you are a subscriber to BAHA'i NEWS andl 
or WORLD ORDER. 

Vietnam Continues Rapid Enrollments 
In Vietnam the Thuong BaM'is in the Highland now 

number around thirty thousand. The Faith is still grow
ing fast in this area at the rate of about three thousand 
new enrollments every month. 

Deepening classes have been organized in the various 

villages for these new Baha'is. Mr. Le Loc, Chairman of 
the National Assembly -of Vietnam, since August 1 spent 
ten days in Pleiku and Binh-Dinh assisting the friends 
in teaching and deepening. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published tor circulation among Baha'is only by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United 
States, as a news organ reporting current activities of tbe Baha'i world community. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Evelyn Hardin. Managing Editor; Miss Charlotte 
Linfoot, National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee, Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee. 

Material must be received by the twenty-rutb of the second month precedine date of issue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Office, 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, IIliDO;' 60091, U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to Membership and Records, National Baha'i Center. 112 Linden Avenue, Wil
mette, Illinois. U,S.A. 60091. 
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ofua (jebinger - .JJeralJ 0/ the Covenant 
By Amine DeMille 

Mrs. Louisa A. Moore Getsinger was affectionately known by the Baha'is as 'Lua'. She was also called 
"The Flame" and ,jLiv;i" which in Persian, means "Banner". 'Abdu'l-Baha named her IIHerald of the 
Covenant". (See this story in BAHA'f NEWS, November 1971, page seven.) The Guardian wrote of her as 
"the mother teacher of the west". (God Passes By. page 257). She was born on November 1, 1871 and 
passed on May 2, 1916. 

"Lua in Persian means 'Flag', and you must be my 
flag and wave it in the East and in the West!" 'Abdu'l
Baha said to Lua Getsinger when she visited Him as a 
prisoner of 'Akka, a member of the very first pilgrimage 
from America in 1898. 

Stepping up to the lovely young woman standing beside 
Dr. Edward Getsinger, 'Abdu'l·Baha, seeing with His 
spiritual vision her capacity to become one of the great 
teachers of the Faith of Baha'u'llah, put something into 
her mouth? saying, 

"I have given you the power to speak and loosened 
your tongue! " 

Dr. Getsinger tells us of the scene. "Then, the glorious 
Servant of God gave an exhortation into which He put 
such spiritual force and emphasis that it seemed as 
though the very walls trembled, and we were hardly 
able to stand on our feet. I Abdu'l-Baha was declaring 
that the millennium had come and the Kingdom of God 
was to be established on earth, and that he wanted Lua 
to proclaim it everywhere in a loud voice." (l) 

And from the beginning, sbe was able to speak fluently 
and brilliantly and without fear in any gathering, be
cause of the precious gift bestowed upon her by the 
Master. In May Maxwell's words, 

HAs Qurratu'l-'Ayn was the Trumpet of the Dawn in 
the Orient in the Day of Baha.'u'llah, so Lua Aurora shall 
wave forever and ever the Banner of the Dawn in the 
Day of the Covenant." (2) 

During the next eighteen years she returned again and 
again to 'Akkit and Haifa to receive 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
instructions, as He entrusted her with many delicate 
and difficult missions, and she travelled far and wide, in 
the Orient, Europe, Africa and America, under His 
guidance. 

On one of these visits, He said to her: "Thou must be 
firm and unshakable in thy purpose, and never, never let 
any outward circumstances worry thee. I am sending 
thee to India to accomplish a certain definite result. 
Thou must enter that country with a never failing spiri
tuality, a radiant faith, an eternal enthusiasm, an in
extinguishable fire, a solid conviction, in order that thou 
mayest achieve those services for which I am sending 
thee. 

"Let not thy heart be troubled. If thou goest away with 
this unchanging condition of unvariability of inner state 
thou shalt see the doors of confirmation open before 
thy face, thy life will be a crown of heavenly roses, 
and thou shall find thyself in the highest station of 
triumph. 

"Strive day and night to attain to this exalted state. 
Look at me! Thou dost not know a thousandth part of 
the difficulties and seemingly unsurmountable passes 
that rise daily before my eyes. I do not heed them; I am 
walking in my chosen highway; I know the destination. 
Hundreds of Titanics may sink to the bottom of the sea, 
the mad waves may rise to the roof of heaven; all these 
will not change my purpose, will not disturb me in the 
least; I will not look eiQ>er to the right or to the left; I 
am looking ahead, far, far. Piercing through the impen
etrable darkness of the night, the howling winds, the 

raging storms, I see the glorious Light beckoning me 
forward, forward. 

"Qurratu'l-'Ayn had attained to this supreme state. 
When they brought her the terrible news of the martyr
dom of the Baha'is, she did not waver; it did not make 
any difference to her; she also .had chosen her path~ she 
knew her goal, and when they Imparted to her the news 
of her impending death, no one could see any trace of 
sorrow in her face; she was rather happier. 

"Although she never cared for dress, that day she 
wore her best white silk dress and jewelry and perfumed 
herself with the most fragrant attar of roses_ She hailed 
the chamber of death as a happy bride entering the 
nuptial bower of the bridegroom. 

"To this lofty summit of unchanging purpose thou 
must attain; like Qurratu'l.'Ayn notlting must shake 
thy firm faith." (3) 

With such divine confirmation and assistance, Lua's 
teaching tour of India, accompanied by her husband 
was a complete triumph. She lectured at Theosophical 
Society Hall in Surat on "Purity and Divinity"; in 
Bombay, she spoke in Pratana Mandir Hall for an hour 
on "The Baha'i Movement-Its Rise and Progress_" She 
addressed the students of the Theistic SOCiety on "Indi
vidual Spiritual Progress"; and in the Ideal Seminary 
she spoke on "Service as an Act of Worship." In addi
tion to the public lectures, to large and enthusiastic 
audiences, Dr_ and Mrs. Getsinger were kept busy meet-. 
ing people of various creeds. Lua's most important 
interview. and the one which 'Abdu~l~Baha spoke of as a 
"certain definite result", was with the Maharajah of 
Jalowar whom He had met in London. He wished to 
acquaint this receptive enlightened person with the 
Baha'i Teachings, and chose Lua to seek him out. The 
Maharajah received her most graciously, and after. 
wards corresponded with her, remaining a staunch 
friend of tbe Faith. (4) 

Another mission entrusted to Lua, probably the most 
far-reaching in its influence, was the interview in Paris 
with Mu+affari'd-Din ~ah of Persia. She presented to 
him a petition asking that he stop the martyrdoms of the 
Baba'is in his kingdom. This be promised her he would 
grant. 

In 1910, Lua and her husband were in America, mak
ing their home in Washington, D.C., teaching in the sur· 
rounding cities. notably Baltimore and New York. In 
December of that year, there was an exchange of letters 
to and from the Holy Land, written by Lua for the 
community, on the ever recurring subject of a visit to 
America by 'Abdu'l-Baha. 

"To the attracted maid-servant of God, Lua M. GeI
singer; ... 

"Your epistle was received and the desire and request 
of the loved ones and the maid~servants of the Merciful 
became known. The conditions requisite for the coming 
of 'Abdu'I~Baha to those regions have just been written 
for the friends and the maid~servants of the Lord
through you. I am hopeful that those conditions will be 
carried out, perchance at some time a trip to those 
regions may be taken; but if these conditions be not 
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realized, this will hinder a trip to those parts 
(signed) 'Abdu'l-Baha 'Abbas. 

.. 
The "conditions" of His coming were given in the 

general letter, "If the beloved of God in aU America 
strive for unity and harmony, attain perfect love and 
accord, and act according to the divine teachings and 
the precepts of the Blessed Perfection, this wilJ prove a 
magnet attracting 'Abdu'l-Baha so that, perchance, He 
may journey to America. But, until the light of oneness 
unity and love shine forth from the lamp of America: 
and the beloved act in accordance with the Divine 
Teachings and precepts of the Blessed Perfection, and 
all the believers in America become tulited and harmo. 
nious. my coming ... wil1 be hindered-nay, impOSsible. 
Therefore, strive ye that ye may become the embodied 
Teachings of the Blessed Perfection, confirmed in the 
divine precepts, resurrected in holiness and purity, sev
erence, humility and meekness, set aglow with the fire of 
divine love; and loosen your tongues with the praises 
and commendations of the Heavenly Kingdom, 

Thus may the great attainment be realized. 
Upon ye be Baha 'u'llah-el-Abhil ! 

(signed) 'Abdu'l-Baha 'Abbas" (5) 
Accepting this challenge, as welJ as a call for more 

intensive teaching in preparation for the longed-for 
visit, Lua, with Dr. Ameen U, Fareed, traveled to the 
West Coast, and began to call the people to the Kingdom 
of Baha'u'llcih in Southern California. 

In the spring of 1911, glowing reports ()f the success of 
their efforts were circulated. They began their work in 
San Diego where there were no known believers. Here, 
amo!"g strangers, they gave the new Glad Tidings in a 
publIc hall, and to two men's clubs. Soon, some promi· 
nent citizens became attracted and opened their homes 
for meetings and the number of believers grew. 

The two messengers of peace even spoke on the battle
ship California and across the boundary in Mexico. Dr. 
Fareed was asked by the Red Cross commander to act 
as surgeon in the field, and Lua was installed as one of 
the nurses. Several newspapers reported this work and 
caIled attention to the two Baha'i volunteers, so that 
when they returned to Los Angeles many came to their 
lectures. Lua addressed an audience of four hundred; 
also a large session of the World's Spiritual Congress in 
Long Beach. A center was established in La Jolla. It 
was estimated that during this campaign at least five 
thousand heard for the first time the Words of Baha'u'· 
llah. (6) 

In the San Francisco Bay Area where they continued 
their work, interest was rapidly developed. Dr. Fareed 
was introduced at some of the prominent clubs, and 
spoke at IWlches and functions of the Masons and 
Knights Templar. He and Lua were invited to lecture at 
the Unitarian Church of Alameda. President Taft, in the 
city for the dedication of the 1915 Panama Exposition, 
was a guest at a luncheon of the Union League where 
~r. Fareed talked with him briefly, congratulating him 
In the name of the Faith, on his efforts for arbitration 
treaties and promotion of peace between nations. 

Lua's work was no less strenuous and important, as 
she was invited to speak before the women's clubs, One 
outstanding presentation was given at the Jewish Ladies 
Council of San Francisco. Over nine hundred were 
present. 

jjThe platform was arranged like a Persian home, and 
a Persian tea party was given by Mrs. Getsinger, as
sisted by several friends, all in costume, appearing as 
Persian, Turkish, Egyptian and Jewish ladies. After the 
tea serving, Mrs. Getsinger talked of the Baha'i influ
ence and effects upon the lives of the women of the 
Orient, and Dr. Fareed arriving as a guest at the party, 
and garbed as a Persian Sheik, also addressed them. It 
was a successful and delightful way of presenting the 
Glad Tidings of the Baha'i Movement for women." (7) 

-.- ..... , 

Mount CaTme~ as it appeared to the first American pilgrims to 
visit 'Abdu'l-Baha. The building at the foot and on the left 
marks the. p.lace where EUjah, the Prophet, found shelter. On. 
the sum mtt tS a convent, 

Thousands were hearing the Message in the Bay Area. 
In Berk~ley, she met with a group of writers; at Santa 
Rosa WIth the Saturday M-orning Club, where many 
school teachers and a few ministers heard the Message. 
At San Mateo the Federation of Women's Clubs invited 
her; and with Dr. Fareed she made a trip across the Bay 
to S~n Quentin, In Palo Alto, she addressed a large 
meetmg of faculty and students at Stanford University 
preparing the way for IAbdu'I-Baha's visit there th~ 
follow~ng year. In Sa;n Francisco, they were given a 
receph?n at the SeqUOIa Club, composed of literary and 
profeSSIOnal people, They were entertained at the Cen
tury Club, and spoke on Persian poetry by request. A 
serJes of mne lectures was given in San Francisco at the 
California Club presenting the Faith in detail. These 
were weU attended by a thoughtful, earnest audience; 
they were repeated at the Bellevue Hotel. (8) So Lua 
gave her whole time and divinely bestowed talent of 
beautiful speech to sowing the seeds for the coming of 
her beloved 'Abdu'l-Baha, 

Finally, the great message of acceptance arrived, 
'Abdu'I·Baha would come to America ! 

Dated December 16, 1911, the Tablet reads; 
"0 ye friends of God and the beloved maidservants of 

the True One! 

Dr,. E. C, ,Get~ingeT on the right, during an eaTly pilgrimage to 
Hat/a. MtsJz.bm-Qalam. noted Persian calligrapher is second 
from the left. ' 



An earl'll pictuTe of Ha.ifa as seen. from the Tomb of The Bdb on 
Mount Carmel. 

U 'Abdu'l-Baha has the utmost longing to meet you ... 
and hopes that during the next spring no obstacle may 
arise, so that with infinite joy and fragrance he may 
hasten to America to meet the friends, to unfurl the 
banner of rejoicing, to spread the Glad-Tidings of the 
Kingdom of Abba, to illumine the meetings and gather
ings with the Rays of the Sun of Truth, to perfume the 
nostrils with the Fragrances of Holiness, to impart glad
ness and delight to the hearts, to attract the souls to the 
Realms of Might, to grant the outpourings of the Holy 
Spirit so that in this nether world the congregation of the 
Righteous Ones may be firmly established." (9) 

During the months that followed His arrival on April 
11, 1912, on the Steamship Cedric, it was Lua's great joy 
and privilege, shared by several others of His "near 
ones", May Maxwell and Juliet Thompson prominent 
among them, to be with Him constantly and to serve 
Him. 

They followed Him from city to city, arranging His 
appointments, preparing His apartments with flowers 
and every comfort, receiving His many guests and the 
seekers who streamed to Him day after day and far into 
the night. When they tried to protect Him from these 
demands when He was weary to exhaustion it was not 
permitted, for He always insisted that every guest, 
especially the poor and humble, be shown utmost COur
tesy. The children, too, He never denied, but drew them 
into the circle of His arms, lifting them to His knees, 
whispering loving words in their ears. On one occasion, 
when He was particularly tired but would not stay in 
bed and rest, He said to His anxi-ous friends "1 do not 
work by hygienic laws. If I did I would get nothing done. 
I work by the confirmation of the Holy Spirit." (10) 

On the great occasion when fAbdu'l-Baha was an
nounced at the National Convention in Chicago, April 
30, Lua was on the platform speaking. As the Master 
walked down the aisle with His stride of a king, the vast 
audience rose as a man and in breathless silence stood 
while He proceeded to the stage. 

The story of those exalted days of His presence in 
America cannot be told here. Lua was always near, 
sharing with May and Juliet intimate moments and an 
ocean of profolUld experiences. May Maxwell said after. 
wards, HThe months I spent near 'Abdu'l-Baha in New 
York have done more for the education and enlighten
ment of my heart and conscience than all my life's 
experience." (11) The three close friends were present at 
a moving and Significant scene which took place on the 
porch of a home in Montclair, New Jersey, when the 
Master spoke to them of the death of an early martyr. 

Juliet writes: 
"Suddenly, His whole aspect changed. It was as 

though the spirit of the martyr had entered into Him ... 

December 1971 

With. His head thrillingly erect, snapping His lingers 
hIgh III the aIr, beallng on the porch with His foot till we 
could scarcely endure the vibrations set up-such elec~ 
tric power ~adiated fro!TI Him-He sang the martyr's 
song, ecstatIc and tragIC beyond anything I had ever 
heard." (12) 

Lua Getsinger, herself, possessed the qualities en
riched through love and obedience, of the martyr~. No 
doubt, 'Abdu'I-Baha saw these attributes of her soUl at 
their first meeting, as did her husband when throughout 
the years he accompanied her on her arduous tours. He 
wrote after her death; "In these journeys she never 
spared herself. Time and again, 1 have seen her in a 
state of utter exhaustion yet she would pull herself to
gether by sheer will power in order to keep her appoint
ments ... She knew but little rest for 'Abdu'l-Baha 
said, jDay and night thou must engage in spreading the 
Message. N(Jthing else will avail thee.'" (13) 

She was often HIt having to remain in bed after a heart 
attack for long periods. In referring to one of these 
illnesses, 'Abdu'l·Baha said, "I told the angel of death to 
stay away!" (14) Such was the importance of Lua's 
qualities and services for the establishment of the Cause 
during those early days when believers were so few and 
scattered, when there would be but one Baha'i in a 
whole nation, even on an entire continent. 

January, 1915, Lua arrived in Haifa and remained 
there as a guest of the Holy Family for seven months. 
This was her last visit. When news came of the possibil~ 
ity of America declaring war, and a United States gun_ 
boat came to the very port of Haifa, 'Abdu'J-Baha told 
her that now was the time to leave and take news to the 
friends in Egypt, Europe and America who had been cut 
off from correspondence with the Holy Land during the 
war. "It is a long time that they are without any word n 

He said, "and I desire to send you to them, after whi~h 
you are to go and teach." (15) 

From Port Said, Egypt, September 20, 1915, Lua wrote 
to Zeenat Bagdadi in Chicago, 

"I arrived in Port Said so tired and exhausted that I 
could do nothing but talk to the friends ... Praise be to 
God! when I left He ('Abdu'I-Baha) was in good health, 
though surrounded by difficulties and dangers which I 
am powerless to describe. 

"What He has not done for Syria! Such suffering as 
was manifest on al1 sides can scarcely be believed. 
People were coming day and night begging and weeping 
at His gate. He became the sole comfort and hope of the 
people whether they are believers or unbelievers. 1 am 
sent forth again 'to herald the Covenant' by its Holy 
Center. and I shall do it with His divine aSSistance, 
better and more powerfUlly than I have ever done." 
(16) 

To Mr. Joseph H. Hannen, Washington, D.C. she 
wrote: 

" 'Abdu'l~Baha said. 'Tell everyone now is the time to 
teach and spread the Cause!' 0 these days of trial and 
test! The whole world has been /lung into the melting 
pot. Each individual soul must be put into the crucible 
and 'tried as gold is tried and refined as silver is re
fined: The Center of the Covenant now sitteth as the 
Retiner, and it is He who judgeth the purity, capacity 
and station of every servant. He is the Divine Assayer 
Who accepts and rejects. He alone knows the hearts, 
and in Him only can one find justice and truth. He is the 
Judge of the high court in the Supreme Concourse, Who 
renders judgments in righteousness and stations the 
souls of His sincere worshippers. In this day all must be 
sure that He is the Center from which every living soul 
is sent forth, and to which every faithful and sincere one 
must turn." (17) 

At this same writing, she enclosed a most important 
Tablet in which He confirmed her loyalty, which on the 
surface would seem completely Wlnecessary. 
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HTo the beloved of God in America-on them be glory 
and bounty~ The maid·servant of God, Lua, was a long 
time occupied in India in spreading the fragrance~ of 
the love of God. She is now ready to return to the regIons 
of America. Show her every consideration. She is firm in 
the Covenant of love. In reality she worked vigorously 
during her sojourn in India, and she is worthy of love." 
(signed) 'Abdu'l-Baha Abbas. (18) 

By this Tablet, He was restating His instructions of 
several years' standing: " 

"Highway robbers are many, and hypOcrItes. are In

numerable. The wolves clothe themselves WIth the 
shepherd's garment, and thieves show the.mselves ~n the 
form of watchmen. Hereafter, if any PersIan or OrIental 
come to those parts, even though he be from the very 
city of 'Akka, if ye find he does not possess ~ lett~r 
written by the hand and sealed by the seal of Abdu 1-
Baha you must decidedly avoid him." (signed) 'Abdu'l
BaM Abbas. (19) 

Leaving Port Said, Lua sailed to Cairo e~pecting to 
depart shortly for America, but was taken III and was 
forced once more to take to her bed. She was cared for 
most tenderly in the home of her Baha'i host, Mirza Taki 
Esphaim and his family, but her weakness lingered on 
through the winter. . 

"Before and after this illness," wrote a frIend, 
~ 'though she never recovered her strength, Lua went 
about with heroic wil1 giving the Baha'i Teachings, her 
work being chiefly among the young men, as they are 
the only ones among the Egyptians who know English, 
All listened to her eagerly, and a11 were wonderfully 
uplifted and blessed by her influence. Such was the 
power of the words of Baha'u'llah upon her lips." (20) 

In the early spring, she moved to Shoubr~, a suburb, to 
the home of a believer who greatly deSIred that she 
should remain with his wife and family for the sake of 
her uplifting influence. It was here that she spent her 
last days. She writes to a friend, less than a month before 
her death: 

"Little by little I am seeing all the reasons why many 
things are as they are, and the lessons I have to learn 
thereby. I am sure that tultil the last day of our lives, we 
will be learning lessons, for this world is a school, from 
which we graduate only when we leave it. . 

"The lessons of the earth world, she learned beautI
fully in those last days of illness and trial. Her suffering 
had a purifying infl.uence upon her, and seemed to burn 
away all the dross and leave her pure gold. She had onlr 
love and forgiveness for all. She saw that every expen
ence had been for the best. Like an angel ready to enter 
the kingdom of Light, she turned her face, a few days 
before her departure, to the picture of the Center of the 
Covenant -which hung on the wall, and saId, WIth tears 
in her ey~, but with manifest firmness, 'All I want to do 
is His will, and to be severed from aught else save 
God.' " (21) 

During the night of the second of May, 1916, she woke 
with a severe pain in her heart. Although the doctor was 
called, she had passed to the kingdom of Abhit before he 
arrived. 

The grief of the friends was very great, for all loved her 
as a devoted sister. A choice site was purchased for her 
tomb, and every loving service perf,:,rmed for this ?e. 
loved of 'Abdu'l-Baha to honor her m her last restmg 
place. 

There In Cairo, Egypt, Lua, the Banner of the Dawn, 
the Herald of the Covenant, lies huried-ufar fmm the 
land where she sowed the seed from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific-from the land where she arOse like the dawning 
star heralcling the light of Baha'u'llith, in those days 
when the Occident lay frozen in the grasp of materIal
ism-without home, money, or earthly hope or refuge, 
after her years of suffering, service and sacrificet she 
attained her supreme desire and lay at last a martyr." 
(22) 

(1) Star oj the. West, ~'o[. Vll, No.4 
(2) Baha'i WOl'ld, vol. VIII, p. 642-3 
(3) Star of the West, vol. IV, No. 12, p. 20B 
(4) ibid. voL V, No.2, p, 21-22 
(5) ibid, voL [, No. 16. p. 1-2 
(6) ibid. vol. II, No. 13, p. 6-7 
(7) ibid. vol. II, No. 14, p. 13-14 
(8) ibid. vol. IJ, No. 16, p. 12-13 
(9) if>id. vol. II. No. 16, p. 8 
(10) 'Abdu. 'I-Bahd's First Days in America, p. 22 
(11) Bahd.'i World, vol. VIII, p. 637 
(12) 'Abdu'l-Bahd's First Days in Ame1'ica, p. 34 
(13) Star of the West, vol. VII, NQ. 4 
(14) ibid 
(15) S~ar oj the West. vo!' VI. No. 12, p. 90 
(16) ibid. p. 89-90 
(l7) ibid.p. 90-91 
(18) ibid. p. 92 
(19) ibid. p. 93 
(20) ibid. vot VII, No. 19 
(21) ibid 
(22) Baha'i World, voL VIII,p. 642-643 

Tasmanian Wedding Proclaims Faith 
The Victory Campaign in Tasmania (island southeast 

of Australia) got off to a magnificent start with the 
Baha'i marriage of Harry Penrith, of aboriginal ances
try, to Leonie Smith, of European ancestry, on the 
grounds of the University of Tasmania on May 15, 197~. 
Both the bride and groom are law students at the Um
versity. Upon graduation, Mr. Penrith will be the third 
aboriginal to gain a degree in the history of Australia. 

Distinguished guests among the 200 who attended in
cluded the Lord Mayor of Hobart, members of the Wli
versity faculty, many of the Tasmanian Baha'is and 
Baha'is from other nearby locations, in addition to rela
tives and friends, many from aboriginal descent. 

A number of press representatives were present at the 
wedding as well as film crews from both local television 
channels. Television and news items appeared within 
hours of the event, with extensive mentionings of the 
Faith. The wedding news was also broadcast extenSively 
by various affiliated radio stations. Press coverage 
brought 182 column inches of space with a front page 
photo and two other photos; also a story in a weekly 
magazine. There was newspaper coverage of the event 
in Auckland, New Zealand. 

The Baha'i wedding ceremony included the taped 
voice of the first Baha'i of Tasmania, Gretta Lamprill. 
The coul\'le left the next day for the Oceanic Conference 
in Suva, Fiji. 

-From AUSTRAl.L\ BAHA'i BULLE'I'IN 
NEW ZEALAND BAHA'i NEWSLETTER 
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6 December 1971 

By Ruth Moffett 

It was cherry blossom time in Washington, D. C., in 
the year of 1912. The air was soft and balmy, carrying 
upon its breezes the fresh smell of earth and the ira· 
grance of spring. People were hurrying to the palatial 
home of the United States Government official, Mr. 
Arthur J. Parson, 1700 Eighteenth St., N.W., to hear a 
venerable man from the Holy Land speak. People were 
coming not only from Washington but from the sur
rounding area as well, including Baltimore, Maryland, 

Those present were thrilled by the words and spirit of 
this man with the white robe, white turban, white beard 
and shining face, as He spoke of the power of the Love of 
God which is reflected by .Baha'u'llah. 'Abdu'l-Baha 
told His audience that the power of the spirit was bring~ 
ing East and West, rich and poor? erudite and illiterate 
together in the utmost love. harmony and unity, like 
many flowers in one garden. He said that the power of 
the Love of God has already exercised a wonderful in/lu
onee in the world, in the hearts of people under the 
divine guidance of Bahft'u'llah, of which, pointing to a 
large vase of flowers on the table beside Him, the many 
colored flowers in this beautiful arrangement is a sym
bol ... He added, "The world is like a garden ... and the 
heart is like a garden!" jAbdu'I-Baha said, "Supplicate 
to God that the seed of knowledge in the soil of thy 
heart may soon develop and grow into hyacinths and 
roses alld that the flower garden of the love of God may 
be thereby perfumed.'" 

The friends from Baltimore carried His words in their 
hearts, and they longed to have 'Abdu'l-Baha come to 
their city -to speak on His return from the West Coast in 
the fall of that year. However, when He came back to 
Washington, His time was so fined that He was unable to 
speak in Baltimore. On November 9, 1912, a large Baha'i 
banquet was given for 'Abdu'l-Baha. in Raucher's Hall 
in Washington, and a huge bouquet of American Beauty 
roses was presented to Him. Most of the Baha'i friends in 
Baltimore were unable to attend, and, knowing it might 
be the last opportunity to see their be loved Master, they 
were brokenhearted. 

Speaking at the banquet, 'Abdu'l-Baha explained that 
the reality of a rose is known only by its attributes-by 
its beauty, its fragrance, its form and its color, and that 
the rose is a symbol of the wisdom which man can 
develop to unfold his inner reality, so that the rose gar
den of humanity may become perfumed by the Love of 
God. 'Abdu'l-Bahil said that at the gate of the garden 
some stand and look within! but do not enter; others step 
inside, behold its beauty,but do not penetrate far; still 
others encircle the garden inhaling the fragrance of the 
flowers, and having enjoyed its full beauty, pass out 
again by the same gate; but there are always some who 
enter, and becoming intoxicated with the splendor of 
what they behold, remain for life to tend the garden.' 

At the close of the banquet, '~bdu'l-Baha, realizing the 
disappointment of the friends in Baltimore in being 
unable to be present, took the whole big bouquet of 
American Beauty roses from the large vase on the table 
and sent them to those friends with His love. Those roses 
sent to them by the Master were very precious, Some of 
the friends kept theirs in vases until they were withered 
and dried. Some pressed theirs, and sent petals to other 
friends. They all caught the fragrance of the love and 
spirit of the Master. 

One of the friends, Mrs. Maud Thompson, who loved 
'Abdu'l-Baha with her whole heart, planted four of the 
cut flowers in her garden, praying over them as she did 

L, Wyatt Coopey and Fujita. in the Temple gardens. CO'ldd this 
be 'Abdu'I-Bahci's TOae? 

so. There were those who laughed at her and said she 
was carrying the idea of faith too far. By the law of 
nature all of the flowers died, as they had no roots. 
However, Maud Thompson continued to water them and 
pray for them, and one day she saw a tiny little leaf bud 
on one. She remembered then that the Master had said, 
"According to thy faith, so shall thy powers and bless
ings be. If ye have faith."2 She said, "I will have faith. r 
shall do all that I can to preserve His rose, not only in 
outer form but spiritually in my heart and in the heart 
of all those I meet." 

The rose bush grew and grew. Each year it was full of 
blossoms, which she shared with many people, always 
telling them the beautiful story of the life and teachings 
of 'Abdu'I-Bah8 .. 

It was in June of 1945, while lecturing at the Univer
sity of Baltimore, that Ruhaniyyih Ruth Moffet! was 
invited to luncheon by Maud Thompson, to visit her home 
and to H, • . see ~ Abdu'l-Baha's rose bush." Together 
they read prayers and quoted from the Writings as they 
stood beside it. As they were turning ·away from the 
bush, Maud suddenly said, " "Abdu'l-Baha wishes you to 
preserve His rose bush [" 

This seemed impossible to Ruth Moffett at that time, 
since she was on a lecture circuit for the Faith of 
Baha 'u'lIah, traveling by train and bus, and staying 
only a few days in anyone place. However, Maud gave 
her four cuttings of the bush, all wrapped together in 
one roll, and said to take good care of them. Ruth 
Moffett succeeded in getting them safely home to Chi
cago. and she gave three of the cuttings to friends who 
asked for them. The last cutting she carefully nourished 
in her apartment until she had to leave for another 
lecture tour, and at that time she took it to the home of 
he.r sister-in-law in Villa Park, 30 miles from Chicago. 
'W'ith the enthusiastic assistance of two little nieces, and 
with much ceremony and prayer, she planted the cutting, 
which appeared to be dying. 

A few weeks later Ruth received a letter in a childish 
hand. UAunt Ruthie, be sure to come out Sunday. We 
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have something to show you!" When she arrived the 
children led her out into the garden, There was 'Abdu'l
Baha's rose bush, one foot high and with nine roses on it! 
The children counted the roses several times. Ruth said, 
"I wish that I had a picture to prove that a little rose 
bush one foot high could have nine roses on it.'· It was 
too dark then to take a picture, SO the children's mother 
said that she would take it in the morning. 

A few days later Ruth received a letter edged in black 
from the little girls. uDear Aunt Ruthie, it rained last 
night and knocked all the petals from 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
rose bush. Now people won't believe that it had nine 
roses. But tell them to ask us and we will tell them that 
it truly did. Maybe it will have some more to prove it!" 

Next season, and each season thereafter, the rose bush 
blossomed abundantly, and it became such a big bush 
that Ruth's sister~in~law, Mamie Irene Atchison, di~ 
vided it into two bushes, A Borist in Elmhurst, hearing 
the strange story of the rose, took a cutting to graft with 
another type of rose to give it added strength. DUring the 

Intercontinental Conference held in Chicago in 1953, 
RuhaniYYih Ruth Moffett met her old and dear friend, 
Maud Thompson, who fen into Ruth's arms and burst 
into tears, saying that 'Abdu'l-Baha's rose bush and all 
of the cuttings from it were now dead. Ruth said, "Yes
all except the one that you gave to me when you said, 
" jAbdu'l-Bahit wishes you to preserve His rose bush!" 

The story of 'Abdu'l-Baha's rose bush came to ·the 
attention of some of the members of the National Spiri~ 
tual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States, and to 
the superintendent of the Baha'i House of Worship, who 
were asked by Ruth Moffett whether the bush could not 
be preserved in the Temple gardens. In April of 1958, 
Wyatt Cooper transplanted a part of 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
rose bush on the north bank of the gardens, under the 
/lowering crab apple trees, and there it lives and blooms 
today. 
1. TaMets of 'Abdu'I-BaM, p. 479 (note: hyacinths typify knowl~ 

edge; roses typify wisdom) 
2. Attributed to 'Abdu'l-Baha in The Garden of the Heart, p. 14. 

W~att Cooper Relirej 
By David Schlesinger 

In December 1971, Mr, L, Wyatt Cooper will end eigh
teen years of dedicated service as Superintendent at the 
Baha'i House of Worship. Throughout this time the 
beauty and excellence of the gardens has impressed 
both visitor and Baha'I alike. The softly splashing foun
tains, surrounded by differing floral displays not only 
exemplifies unity from diversity. but associates the 
Faith with things lofty and beautiful. 

The story of Wyatt and the Baha'i House of Worship 
began when he was very young. As a Baha'i child, a.t a 
time when there were very few, Wyatt remembers gomg 
to Mrs. Corinne True's Baha'i class in 190-8. 

Wyatt /irst met Saichiro Fugita in 1913, who a few years 
later was called by 'Abdu'l-Baha to service in the Holy 
Land which included the building of the /irst gardens 
aro~d the Sacred Shrines. He and Wyatt have been fast 
friends ever since. 

Some years later while attending school in Chicago 
Wyatt saw the beginning of the construction of the foun
dation of the House of Worship. He returned to his horne 
in Michigan but some years later he found himself at 
Lake Forest College near the Temple and began working 
in the gardens on his day off each week. Later on Mr. 
Cooper and his family moved to Claremont, California 
and was able to attend some of the early sessions of the 
Geyserville BahsJi school which in t~o.s~ days had ~o 
kitchen or dining room. As SOOl1 as facilities were avaIl
able Wyatt and his wife, Dotha, undertook to provide 
meals on the school property and in cooperation with the 
school committees he began to develop a long range 
project for establishing a regular kitchen and dining 
room. 

In 1953 while in the process of settling in the Green 
Acre are~, Wyatt was called by the National Spiritual 
Assembly to corne to Wilmette to assist in preparing the 
landscaping around the Baha'i House of Worship. He 
arrived on March 16, 1953 and had only one month and 
seventeen days to prepare the gardens for the official 
dedication. 

Wyatt was in charge of both maintenance of the Tem
ple and related buildings as well as his beloved gardens 
until 1968 when the press of increasing work divided the 
two positions. 

Today Wyatt looks back on a long series of prizes and 

L. Wyatt Coope-r and Fujita-two wno remained to tend the 
garden. 



Fujita en;oyinl1 the Temple goardens while one of th.e gardeners 
look on. 

(Photographs by David Schlesinger) 

awards in garden shows which his "green thumb" and 
tireless dedication have acquired for the Faith he so 
loves and has spent his life serving. He is well known 
locally as a "master gardener", and the reputation of the 
gardens around the House of Worship has spread by the 
constant stream of visitors from all parts of the globe, 
Here people find peace; here they find beauty, both 
spiritual and material. 

As Wyatt retires after these many long years we may 
well recall the wardsDf 'Abdutl-Baha: 

"Whosoever arises for the service of this building (the 
Ma@riqu'I;Aqn.kar) shall be assisted with great power 
from His Supreme Kingdoffi t and upon him spiritual 
and heavenly blessings shall descend which shall fill 
his heart with wonderful consolation and enlighten his 
eyes by behOlding the Glorious and Eternal God." 

(Baha'i YeaT Book, Vol. 1, 1925-26) 
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Action Camp - A British Happening 

Action Ca.mp at Great Paxton. Over seventy people camped 
under canvas 4t Manor Farm and each day about 110 attended 
sesrions in the barn which had been cleaTed 0t farm machinery 
and deCOTated with posters trom inin and ISTae . Auxiliary Board 
member Mary Kouchekzadeh and Mrs. Gi.oria Faiz£ helped with 
the .sessions. 

The first of its kind in the British Isles, Action Camp 
was held at Manor Farm, Great Paxton on the bank 
holiday weekend, August 27-30, 1971. The occasion pro
vided plenty of action and inspiration. The spirit of fun 
and adventure which existed throughout the weekend 
was accentuated by a gale which flattened several tents 
and threatened to carry away several more. 

A number of cars made excursions into SL Noets, 
three miles away, carrying groups of Baha'is to the 
center of town for teaching in the streets and advertis
ing the show planned for Sunday morning. Posters and a 
large quantity of handbills were used, The workers were 
quite thorough as one could learn when persons who 
were approached said they had already received a 
pamphlet. 

Sessions of the camp were held in a large barn which 
was cleared of farm machinery. Seats were bales of hay. 
Special decorations were posters from irah and Israel. 
Auxiliary Board member Mary Kouchekzadeh and 
Gloria Faizi helped with teaching, 

On SWlday morning the "Happening" was put on at 
the new and modern Public Hall in St. Noets. First was 
shown the film 'jIt's Just the Beginning" and then a live 
stage show, ,jDawn-Breaker" style. 

After lunch at the camp back at the farm, it was 
suddenly decided to put the whole show on again at the 
same place in the afternoon. All cars were hurredly 
loaded and once more the town of St. Noets was infil
trated by Baha'IS giving out advertisements for the 
show. 

The second playing attracted quite a different type of 
public and at times the words were lost in light-hearted 
remarks from the largely youthful audience, who espe
cial1y applauded t,ne battJe scene and called out direc
tions on how to do it more efficiently. 

At the end of the show a public announcement invited 
thema11 back to an evening of song, fun and talk at the 
farm. A stream of cars and vans picked them up and 
brought them to the farm where soon the hilarity and 
fun reached deafening proportions. The Baha'is valiant
ly tried to turn the group to- singing, and soon the song 

Four farm pirntcs were held at Grear Paxton durin" the 8Um
mer. Visitors came from about a hundred mire Tadtus. HeTe a 
wad oj picttickers are going on a taur of the farm by tractor 
trailer. 

booklets were gone. Free coffee and biscuits were 
served. After a time, discussions took place. At the end, 
a youthful visitor waS heard to say "These Baha'is are 
really a rather fine lot." 

Monday was given over to sessions of the audience 
participation type, practicing consultation the Baha'i 
way. 

About seventy people actually camped at the farm 
and attendance increased by day to 110, reaching a peak 
of 170 on Sunday evening after the public show. Popular 
music was supplied by "Tamgama H

, a local group of 
disc jockeys from the Peterborough Baha'i Community. 
There was good publicity in the local press. Twelve 
declarations resulted from the weekend. 

......... -
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Panama Temple 

December 1911 

Nears Completion 
Guniting has been completed. Men at top are beginning to lay 
dome HIe. 

Sample of slabs which will cover wing walls, 

Inside top of dome showing nine pointed staT. 

Jean Ha:rri,ss, Curtis Doss and Tanya Romaniec vi.sit Temple on 
their arrival in Panama to participate in summer youth project. 



BAHA'i NEWS II 

Preparations for Dedication of Panama Temple 
The dedication of the Panama House of Worship will be 

during Ri<;lvan 1972, from April 29 to May 2. Hand of the 
Cause Rul).lyyih Khimum will represent The Universal 
House of Justice. 

The photo shows a tea m inspecting the Nuevo Panama 
gymnasium where meetings wil1 be held during the 
dedication ceremonies. These facilities are available at 
a nominal fee, to cover only janitorial services and 
electricity. The head of the government, Brigadier Gen
eral Omar Torrijos, is sympathetic with the Baha'i 
Teachings and is impressed by the work of North Ameri
can pioneers with indigenous people. It is with his help 
that such facilities are open to the Baha1is, and he has 
assured the National Spiritual Assembly of Panama of 
his assistance wherever possible. He appointed a liaison 
officer, Jorge Carrasco. who arranged the inspection 
and procured the use of the gymnasium for the Baha'is. 

The Panama Tourist BUreau (IPAAT) is also working 
hard in helping to find sufficient housing and buses and 
in arranging for the elimination of customs inspection. 

The government and Baha'is are doing everything to 
make the stay of visitors at the dedication a pleasant 
and memorable one. 

Inspection tour of the Nuevo Panam« gymfl.Qrium by Mr •. 
Haquel Constante, Chainnan 01 the National Spiritual Assembly 
oj Panama, and Jorge CarrQ..SCO, (left) appointed as liaison oflit:er 
between the Panamanian government and the Bahd'£S; to her 
right. Paul Thiele, Temple P'toject EngjneeT and member of the 
Temple Dedication staff" 

UGANDA NEWS 
Issue No.1 of the UGANDA BAHA'i NEWSLETTER was dated 

October 1971, with Zylpha O. Mapp as Editor and pub
lished by the National Spiritual Assembly. A Victory 
Conference held in Kampala on September 12, 1971, was 
evidently the impetus for this pUblication for it quoted 
a member of The Universal House of Justice. Mr. Ali 
Nakhjavimi, as saying "One of the life-lines of the Faith 
js universal participation. We can be assured of this if 
we have in Uganda a Baha'i network of communication 
... a National Baha'i Newsletter. Friends will then know 
what is happening in their district, in Uganda. and in the 
Baha'i world. Friends will then be inspired to serve, to 
teach. to win the goals!" This first issue deserves praise 
as it is replete with news and abounds in items of inspira
tion. Below we give some excerpts: 

Hand of the Cause· Mr. Abu'l-Qasim Faizi talked on 
prayer at this conference and said that our soul doesn't 
belong to this world, and through prayer we purify our 
soul so as to make it an instrument of God. Prayer is a 
ladder by which one increases his capacity to reach the 
bounties of God. Prayer will never change the Will of 
God. But it will put you on the straight path of God. 

Hand of the Cause of God Mr. Enoch Olinga said that 
jf we should realize the importance of this Day, we would 
not sleep nor even walk to achieve the goals, but would 
run. What we had to sacrifice was our own imperfections. 
"If we could do this", Mr. Olinga said, "then the goals 
of the Nine Year Plan would be achieved in an instant. 
The only problem is 'Ourselves." 

. The timing of this conference was exceptionally blessed 
with the spirit of Hand of the Cause, Mr. Banani, whose 
remains had just been laid to rest close by. Mrs. Banimi 
said a few words assuring the conference of the very 
presence of Mr. Banimi who had so steadfastly served 
Africa for twenty years, eleven of which had been spent 
in sickness and suffering, and that his many hours of 
daily prayer in life were now continuous in the Abha 
Kingdom. 

Funeral service for Hand of the Cause MUs8 Bamuu~ 
The funeral of Aghajan (Musa Banani), which took 

place on Thursday, September 9", was very moving, beau
tiful, inspiring and dignified. It was an important event 
in the proclamation of the Faith in Uganda. The coopera-

tion from the Uganda police, the officers of the City 
Council and the authorities at Mulago Hospital was be
fittingly admirable. 

Among those attending the funeral were two Hands of 
the Cause, Mr. Enoch Olinga and Mr. A. Q. Faizi; a 
mem-ber of The Universal House of Justice, Mr. Ali 
Nakbjavani; a11 the members of the Banimi family, 
Hosni from Toronto, Canada (a Consulting Electrical 
Engineer), Jack Banani (a surgeon) from West Germany, 
Amin and Sheila Banani (Amin is a Professor at the 
University of California), Farshid Banani, who qualified 
at Makerere University and is now in trim, Violette 
Nakhjavani, who came from her safari in Northern and 
Western Africa with Hand of the Cause RUQiyyih 
Khanum and Violette's daughter, Bahaiyyih, whose 
wedding took place two years ago in Kampala to Paul 
Adams; all members of the Board of Counsellors; all 
Auxiliary Bcarn members (for this area); six members 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of Uganda; and many 
other Baha'is from all over Uganda and other parts of 
Africa. 

Baha .. Cemetery Establisbed 
Our new Baha'i cemetery has been established on 

Kikaaya HilI near the J:la?iratu'l-Quds (BaM'i Center) 
in the position recommended and approved by the City 
Council authorities who were extremely cooperative. 
The Uganda police gave wonderful assistance with the 
traffic arrangements. 

The Gayaza Road was crowded with people watching 
the procession and one could hear them cry UThey are 
Baha'is". Many floral pieces were laid on the resting 
place of dear Aghajan after a beautiful and prayerful 
burial. (Reported by Patrick Robarts) 

New Auxiliary Board Members 
The Continental Board of Counsellors for Central and 

East Africa announces the appointment of four new 
members to the Auxiliary Board for Propagation to serve 
as follows: Mbeng Jacob Ayuketang, of Abong Mbang, 
Federal Republic of Cameroons; UhQgrat'u'llah Azem
ikhah, of Brazzaville, People's Republic of Congo; 
Sadegh Eghtassadi, of Mombo, Tanzania; Sylvain 
Nginda J of Luluabourg, Democratic Republic of Congo. 

-..-
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5-1971 
Ainu dance pe1'formed au-rinl1 one of the noon recesses. 

ToS'hiD Suzuki, extTeme right, Secreta'1'll of the National Spiritual 
AS'sembly Of North. East Asia., enjoy.r fellowship with jriends 
from Guam. 

Mr, Takeichi MoTitake~fiTst Ainu believer of Hokkaido aM Ainu 
chief. sealed in the aual.ence, 
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Miss KawaU, Miss Saito and. Miss Vedat Mumtazi of Japan assist 
at the registration counter. Miss Koyama is at the right. 

View at the book sale!' table at the Confe1"ence. 

Group oj Persian and Japanese friends. At !.ett. Mrs. KazempouTJ 

pioneeT trom ITan to Japan. 

_., ....... ...... ' 

December 197] 

PasteT extensively used at the conference at Sapporo. 

Miss Tomita from the village of Sh.i.raoi on the island of 
Hokkaido. performs a. Japanese dance. 
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Hand of the Came 
'Ali·Akbar Fur-titan, 

15 

Hand of the Cause 
Mr. H, Ca!lilr Featherstone, 

(Photographs by Eugene Schreiber) 

Miss Charfotte Lin/oot, representative and member of the Na
tional Spiritual.A.s.sembly Of the United States, conveys greetings 
from the Bahd!f.s of the Umted States. 

Mr. Hiroshi Yamazaki, chairman of the conference and Chair
man Of the National Spiritual Assembly of North East Asia. 

Some of the Ainu believers trom Hokkaido. Mits Washiya in center_ Mr, Hideyo Suzuki. second from left. 

.......... -~-
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Barbados Teaching Spiritually Explodes 
By Juliette Soderberg 

A planned three-week mass teaching and three-week 
consolidation project in Barbados, ,"Vest Indies spiri· 
tually exploded into a continuing effort of simultaneous 
teaching, deepening, and consolidation. Under the 
auspices of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Lee
ward, Windward, and Virgin Islands, the project began 
on August 7. Two months later (at the writing of this 
report) not only were the newly declared friends teach
ing and enrolling on an average of 150 new Baha'is 
weekly, but also they were enthusiastically deepening 
and already functioning as independent Baha'i com
munities. 

Mrs, Patricia Paccassi, the project coordinator and a 
member of the National Spiritual Assembly ~ reported, 
"In less than two months the new Bah.a'is ,:,,;ere teaching 
both independently and in organized teams~ celebrating 
the Nineteen-Day Feast, contributing to the Fund, 
assisting in administrative work, and making arrange
ments for obtaining a center_" 

Mrs. Paccassi attributes the exciting success to three 
major factors: the spiritual unity and dependence on 
prayer of the teaching teams; the immediate involve
ment of the newly declared believers in teaching work; 
and the consnlidation assistance of Mrs_ Ruth Pringle, 
Auxiliary Board member of Panama. 

The consolidation program planned by Mrs. Pringle 
recruited newly enrolled believers in carrying out spe
cific assignments designed to bring the friends into 
commW1ity-oriented activities_ "To have obtained the 
services of Mrs. Pringle for a five week period," re
ported Mrs_ Paccassi, "was what made the difference 
between a project that enjoys instant success but fades 
out for lack of a continuing program and one which 
flourishes and continues to expand." 

The National Spiritual Assembly of the Leeward, 
Windward, and Virgin Islands paid tribute to the teach
ing team from the United States and to the participating 
teachers from other islands of the area. The dedication 
of their talents for sixteen to eighteen hours a day was 
called "both inspiring and heroic." 

On the other hand the teachers were a 11 highly im
pressed by the warmth and the level of understanding of 
the Barbadians. Quickly accepting Baha'u'llah as God's 
Messenger for today, they were eager to learn more 
about the Teachings and how to apply them_ The ques
tion most frequently asked, particularly by the youth, 
was "What are the laws?" This is what they wanted to 
know, what new laws would change the world. 

The focal point of the project was a vacant sugar cane 
cutters' house in what is geographically the center of 
the island_ A small wooden structure, it not only housed 
the teachers in dormitory style, but it also served as a 
center for meetings and for teaching efforts. From here 
the teams dispersed to other areas of the island in an 
ever-widening circle_ One hundred sixty-seven localities 
were opened. All of the island's areas, known as par
ishes, now have Baha'is. 

S. :/c 
~. I 

Old and new f>eIievers a.re shown here just prior to one Of the 
reguLar study classes held throu.ghout the mass tcachingpoject 
in Barbados. Holding The Greatest Name is Mrs_ Ruth. Pringfe, 
Auxiliary Board member of Pana.ma who provided valuable 
assistance and guidance in the consolidation wark Of the project_ 

By October 15 nearly 1,700 new believers were en
rOlled, in all age brackets from Wlder fifteen to eighty
eight years. Children who wanted to be Baha'is were 
enrolled, except in one instance when a parent objected; 
then the child was told he must be obedient to his 
parents_ The children accepted their responsibilities 
and many became active teachers_ One example is that 
of an eleven-year old boy whose first spiritual children 
were his grandparents and who, in less than two months. 
enrolled close to thirty new believers, most of them 
much older than himself. 

Basic deepening kits were given to all new believers, 
and deepening was based on the information in these 
kits_ Simultaneously with the teaching work, there were 
study classes and consolidation activities. Two island 
conferences were held_ 

The team from the United States, experienced in mass 
teaching and sent to Barbados, upon request, by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the United States, con
sisted of: Miss Shirley Yarbrough, Leon Sternberger, 
Van Gilmer and Jim Taylor. Other teachers came from 
the islands of St_ Martin, St. Thomas, St. Vincent, 
Grenada, and Barbados_ During the consolidation pe
riod in September the "New Era Trio" from the United 
States added further assistance and inspiration. 

The Barbados mass teaching project is not over. The 
new Barbadian believers, inspired by the visiting teach
ers who brought the Faith to their attention, are enthusi
astically carrying the Message of Baha'u'llah to their 
fellow Barbadians_ 
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Pioneer Experiences Power of Prayer 
By Grace Bracamonte 

I just got back from a teaching trip with the Baha'i 
trio, the "New Era," and, oh, what an experience for me! 
It was mass conversion! In the nine days we spent 
teaching, five hundred new souls joined Baha'u'llah's 
army! 

It was the greatest bounty for me, because I have 
never experienced these things before. The greatest test 
for me in pioneering was getting rid of my timidness. 
When I learned that I was to be interpreter for the "New 
Era Trio," I waS scared stiff! I prayed fervently to the 
Blessed Beauty to "make me a hollow reed" and I was 
shown how He never forsakes us when we sincerely call 
out to Him, and all my doubts turned into certainties 
and fears into a beautiful calm. It was for me like a 
miracle that I should feel so confident standing and 
giving the message to hundreds of souls. My cup run
neth over with love and awe at what Baha'u'Uah has the 
power of doing. 

The greatest thing happened on this trip when, with 
the "New Era Trio," consisting of Charles and Sandy 
Bullock and Jeanne Rebstock, we went to a town called 
San Juan de 1a Maguana. The Baha'is asked where the 
public speaker was that they had asked for from the 
capital. I laughed uncomfortably and said "Well, I 
guess you'rl:!-looking at her!" There wasn't anyone there 
who could have given the Message except myself. I was, 
how would you say, cornered, 

The Baha'is, who know me and my shyness asked, 
"But how can you?", "It will be in City Hall". "With 
lots of people-we're going to present The Proclamation 
of Bahci'u'llcih to the Governess of this Province! " ... 

We got to City Han and it was like a palace and when I 
was on the stage and sawall those people my heart went 
into my toes r I gulped and almost ran outside. I have 
never before been so sincere in saying prayers. I gave 
the talk, presented the book and the trio sang their 
beautiful songs that really touch the heart and we in
vited the people to become Baha'is. 

After a few signed their cards~ I went to thank the 
Governess for her presence and I received the shock of 
my life. After thanking her, she asked if her declaration 
card was in the book or could I give her one. I couldn't 
believe what I was hearing so I asked her "Do you want 
to be a Baha'!?", and she said "Oh, yes!" I hugged her 
so hard it is a miracle I didn't break her ribs, She 
enrolJed under the Banner of Baha'u'Jlah right after 

ha ving received His Proclamation. The next day we sent 
a cable to The Universal House of Justice and received 
a loving and encouraging reply. r couldn't sleep alJ 
nightr 

What was also amazing was after saying those prayers 
before the presentation, all my fears and doubts had 
turned into confidence and calm. Oh, the power of 
prayerr 

Pioneer Grace Bracamonte presenting The Proclamation of 
Baha'u'lhih to the Gotiern€ss of the province, Mrs. Argentina 
Fuentes de Pefia. Mrs, Pena and eighty-th.ree others enrolled 
that evening. 

Grace Bracamonte, United States pion€er to the Dominican 
Republic, speaks to a gathering at City Halt in San Juan de la 
MaQuana. Second from the aisle in first row is the Governess 
of the ProvineC'. 
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Breakthrough In the Dominican Republic 
By Caroline Hoff 

In the Tablets of the Divine Plan, 'Abdu'l-Baha states 
that one of the conditions for success in teaching the 
Cause is that "Teachers must continually travel to a11 
parts of the continent, nay, rather to all parts of the 
world. . . . " As a result of obeying this injunction, 
traveling teachers visiting the Dominican Republic 
since the Jamaican Conference have helped to achieve 
startling breakthroughs; the size of the Baha'i commu
nity has more than tripled and the number of centers 
where Baha'is reside has more than quadrupled in just a 
few months time. 

In striving to achieve the national goal of opening new 
centers, the National Teaching Committee routed trav
eling teachers through unopened territory whenever this 
was possible. 

The first of the teachers to arrive was Mrs. Edna Ford, 
a pioneer living in Yucatan, Mexico. For three weeks she 
traveled throughout the island with a slide program 
featuring progressive revelation. It was the sincerity of 
her love for Baha'u'llah and for everyone she met which 
brought in many enrollments. In San Jose de las Matas, 
while waiting for it to become dark so that she could 
begin her program, she was visiting with the pre-Baha'i 
family which had made all of her arrangements in that 
town. With tears in her eyes, she described just some of 
the phySical sufferings Baha 'u'llah had endured in His 
lifetime. "Why would He claim to be a messenger from 
God, suffering all these hardships, if it weren't true?", 
she said. Every person who was in the room at that time 
declared himself that night. 

Arriving shortly after Mrs. Ford, Juan Bautista Reyes 
from El Salvador provided his services to the Domini
can community for two months. Although public meet
ings were arranged for Mr. Reyes in many of the larger 
towns, the most brilliant teaching successes came just 
in meeting people informally or while resting in parks. 
No one was a stranger to -him, everyone was his friend 
immediately. Such overflowing warmth was bound to 
have its influence, especially upon the youth in this 
country who are searching desperately. 

In August, Mr. Lionel Gonzalez, who lives in the 
United States and is an offici aI of the E conom ic and 
Social Council of the United Nations, spent ten days 
traveling through the southwestern part of the country, 
consolidating some of the gains made earlier. While in 
the capital, Santo Domingo, he received substantial 
newspaper, radiO, and television coverage. 

When the "New Era Trio/' a musical group from the 
United States consisting of Charles and Sandy Bullock 
and Jean Ribstock, arrived for a teo day trip in Septem
ber, the time was ripe for really large gains to be made. 
For example, in San Juan de la Maguana, over 300 
people were present for a public meeting at which the 
group sang and where the Governess of the province 
waS presented with The Proclamation of Ba/wi'u'llah. 
There were over eighty declarations at this meeting, 
including the Governess herself. (See separate story in 
this issue.) Dale Woods, a pioneer in that town wrote 
that there were thirty.four new Baha'is in Corral de 
los Indios, the town which is the very center of the 
island. There are fifty homes in this settlement and the 
total number of Baha'is there is now around fifty. They 
are already working on a combined project with the 
Baha'is from San Juan de la Maguana to make a park. 
Now with the Governess a Baha'i it will be easier to get 
water put in; of course, by doing that, it will mean water 
in many more homes that have never had it before. 

. In Neiba, where pioneer Linda Custer resides and 
which was visited by the trio, over fifty people declared. 

Wishing to take full advantage of the opportunities 
available by the presence of the trio, the National 
Teaching Committee had developed a heavy schedule of 
at least two, and sometimes three, public meetings 
every day. On their last day, for example, the trio spent 
the morning traveling, then were present on a TV show, 
two radio shows, and gave two public meetings. Never 
did they allow their fatigue to overcome them; they 
were always cheerful and happy, delighted to be spend
ing their time completely in service. 

While it is true that the Baha'i community in the 
Dominican Repuolic maintained and even increased its 
teaching activities during and between the trips made 
by traveling teachers, the greatest advances in teaching 
were directly related to the travel-teaching trips. It is 
as Bahit'u'Hah says, "The movement itself from place to 
place, when undertaken for the sake of God, hath always 
exerted, and can now exert, its influence in the world." 
(p. 70, The Advent Of Divine Justice) 

The "New Era. Trio",le/t to right: Sandy Bullock, Jean Ribstock 
Charles Bullock. Gra.ce Bracamonte, on the extreme right acted 
as interpreter and presented a talk. • 

Bolivian Conference 
Friends from all parts of Bolivia and several guests 

from Peru gathered with Continental Counsellors, Aux
iliary Board members aod National Spiritual Assembly 
members in Sucre, Bolivia, from August 27 through 29, 
1971 for a successful conference. A contingent of young 
pioneers with their songs and musical instruments, 
created an especially happy spirit. The Indian friends 
were radiant. During the conference, twenty-five pre~ 
pared souls accepted the Faith. 

Immediately after the conference a youth mass con
version effort attracted more than thirty new believers. 

The conference can best be summarized by the cable 
of the Counsellors to Hands of the Faith in the Holy 
Land, as follows: 

HANDS FAITH HAIFA ISRAEL: DESPITE GRAVE DIS
TURBANCES NEW GOVERNMENT GRANTED PERMIS
SION HOLD NATIONAL CONFERENCE SUCRE RADIANT 
GATHERING ATIENDED THREE HUNDRED FRIENDS 
OVER FIVE THOUSAND ATIRACTED EXPOSITION CITY 
HALL BANQUET HIGH OFFICIALS SUCCESSFUL YOUTH 
PROJECT LAUNCHED DEEPLY GRATEFUL PRAYERS 
HUMBLY PLEAD FURTHER CONFIRMATION EXPANSION 
CONSOLIDATION FAITH WHOLE COUNTRY LOVE COUN
SELLORS 

r 
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Bolivian Conference 
Counsellors, Au::tiliary Board members and National Spiritual 
Assembly members at the Bolivian conference. CounseHors are 
(beginni.ng fourth from left) Hoope-r Dunbar, Donald Witzel, 
Masud Khamsi. Athol' Costas; Auxiliary Board members are 
(at far left) Andres JachacaUo, Manucher Shoai and Mrs. 
Marilyn Dunbar (next to Athol' Costas). AH others are members 
of th.e National Spiritual Assembly of Bolivia, 

National Conference held in SUC'Te', Bolivia from AUgUst 21 to 29. 1971. 
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Teaching Activities In Ecuador 
School for Teachers in Caebaco 

Surrounded by the ample vegetation of a sub-tropical 
climate in Cachaco, isolated from the distractions of the 
city, twenty-six Baha'i teachers from all regions of the 
country came to live together and study for ten days at 
the invitation of the National Teaching Committee_ This 
spot, hours by train from the nearest small city, was 
chosen to revitalize the spirit by praying, working and 
studying together. New techniques for electing and 
deepenin·g Local Spiritual Assemblies were studied, 
methods to help Assemblies fWlction in mass conver
sion areas were practiced, and much time was devoted 
to the history of the Faith. The basis for the studies were 
the Teachings themselves and the teachers' own expe
rience, acquired through long months of struggle in the 
mountains and valleys of the majestic Andes as well as 
on the tropical Coast. Those attending were people from 
the city, North American, Canadian and Persian pio· 
neers, native Indian teachers. They all took turns in the 
kitchen preparing meals, washing dishes, cleaning 
house, repairing the roof, building a kitchen area, and 
participating in the c1asses. They helped in a teaching 
campaign in the villages along the railroad line, and in 
free hours exchanged experiences in teaching. This 
group experience refreshed their spirits and was an 
augury of the unity of all humanity yet to come. The 
school lasted from August 21 to 30 and all returned to 
their homes full of enthusiasm to start out again on their 
teaching trips. 

Youth School in Esmeraldas 
On September 4 and 5, amid the beautiful flowering 

trees in the city of Esmeraldas, a tropical land where 
dark skins prevail, where the music of the marimba and 
the sound of the drums mark the accelerated rhythms of 
life, a youth School, with Baha'is from Quito, Cuenca, 
Quininde and EsmeraJdas, was held and was enriched 
by the presence of Habib Rezvani, Auxiliary Board 
member from Colombia, and Larry Kramer, one of the 
first pioneers in Ecuador, who was on a visit to his 
family. Though the attendance was not as large as had 

HaTp music played by a Chibuleo prepares the atmosphere for 
the meetings. 

School in Cachaco. The rustic house in the back:ground was built 
by the Baha'is some years ago to serve as a school. This yeCIr the 
Bahti'{ teachers who attended. the school, after terminatinQl the 
construction oj the ki.tchen, pose satisfied with their work:. 

been anticipated, much enthusiasm was engendered for 
the participation of youth in the teaching work. 

Visit of Habib Rezvani to the Chibuleos and Salasacas 
After the Youth School, Mr. Habib Rezvani visited the 

Indian communities of the Chibuleos and the Salasacas, 
virgin areas opened to the Faith in the center of the 
country in the Andes barely a year ago, but because of 
their great spirit and mental capacity, they promise to 
become an invaluable source of native teachers in the 
near future. There are already a number of Indian 
teachers who have thrown themselves wholeheartedly 
into the teaching work, receiving help only for bus trips 
and food on the way. They find Indian homes always 
open for the Baha'i meetings. One of the proofs of their 
spiritual development is their detachment from mate
rial things. One of the Chibuleos, Angel Chaca, has 
offered a plot of ground where a Baha'i Center can be 
built for his village. 

Pioneer Troubadours 
Two intrepid pioneers, Ralph Dexter and Edward 

Jones, armed with intense love for the Faith, a prayer 
book. a guitar and a melodion, on foot or in fragile 
canoes traversed the province of Esmeraldas visiting 
the communities of Tachina, Rio Verde, Palestina. 
Pefias Blancas, Tala, Hacienda El Paraiso and Limones, 
giving classes in administration and the history of the 
Faith, teaching Baha'i songs and enrolling thirteen new 
believers in the province. 

After resting a few days from this exhausting trip, they 
set out for the intense cold of the Andes to visit the 
Chibuleos and Salasacas where wonderful meetings 
made up for all their effort and sacrifice. Several days 
later they followed the cordillera to the eastern prov
inces of Zamora-Chinchipe and Morona-Santiago, 
where free as the wind they gave the Message of 
Baha'u'IH~h to innumerable people who had never heard 
it. In each of these provinces they found a young man 
whose heart was ready for the Message and who im
mediately accepted Baha'u'llah, winning a great vic· 
tory for the Faith, as these were two of the three prov
inces in Ecuador where there were no believers. 



Scandinavian Summer School 
Over one hundred persons from nine countries atrended the Scandinavian Summer S(.'hool, held from June 22 through 
27. There were four declarations. Ten tTaveHng teachers volunteered to visit the northern part of Scandinavia and 
especially the Samerna (Lapp) regions. 

Italian Summer School 
The Italian Summer School took place at Cesenatico, 

a little town on the Adriatic coast, from September 4 to 
12, and was attended by over 200 people. Friends came 
from seventeen countries, near and far away, Special 
guests at the school for the first days were Mr. and Mrs. 
Hooshmand Fatheazam and Hand of the Cause Mr. 
Faizi. During the last days, Hand of the Cause Mr. 
Giachery and Mrs. Giachery attended. Courses were 
held in English, French and Italian, Some of the sub
jects were: Social Aspects of the Faitht Prayer, the 
Spiritual Assembly. 

The first night at the school all the Baha'is were 
invited by the authorities of the nearby Republic of San 
Marino to attend a performance given on the occasion 
of the Rumanian Festival held in that little country. 
Another event was an afternoon dedicated to teaching 
in the neighboring towns. Following what had been done 
at the conference in Fiesch, groups were formed, each 
with a different destination where they would approach 
the people and tell them about this new Message of 
world unity. 

One evening the "Dawn·Breaker" group sang in the 
square of Cesenatico and on the fonowing nights two 
debates were held. One was preceded by a program 
consisting of slides t songs and brief explanations of the 
Teachings. Many came to hear about this new Faith and 
several made their declarations. 

On the last day. delegates from the Italian National 
Spiritual Assembly and Mrs. Lea Nyst Auxiliary Board 
member from France, gave a stimulating report on the 
conference held in Iceland and of the progress of the 
Faith in that country during the past months. 

When the school closed on September 12, it was an
nounced that twenty new believers had accepted the 
Faith, more than double the number of the previous 
year. The friends. departed from Cesenatico with even 
more enthusiasm to work in their respective commu
nities so as to reach those who are ready to hear the 
Message Baha'u'lli3.h has brought for the world today. 
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National Convention in Venezuela 
Because the majority of Venezuelan Baha'is are cur

rently of Guajiro Indian origin, the National Convention 
was held in Los Mochos, a hamlet in the heart of the 
Venezuelan Guajira. Los Mochos has an active Local 
Spiritual Assembly, is the home town for two of the 
National Spiritual Assembly members, has its own 
Baha'i Center, a beautiful little white building in the 
middJe of the Guajira desert and bears the Greatest 
Name in Arabic. It has the first Baha'i cemetery in 
Venezuela. 

Hand of the Cause Zirkru'lHih Khadem was present 
and related many stories about the life of Baha'u'llah. A 
highlight was the reading of the message from The 
Universal House of Justice which was translated di
rectly by the National Spiritual Assembly member, 
Cecilia Yguaran, into Guajira which is considered a 
difficult language. 

During Convention time, an early morning walk was 
made to visit the Baha'i cemetery, which was impressive 
with simple white tombstones placed horizontally, each 
with a beautiful blue nine·pointed star molded into it. 

A caUSe for rejoicing was the historic achievement of 
the election of the first National Spiritual Assembly of 
Trinidad and Tobago, which until then had been under 
the aegis of Venezuela, It was announced that the Nine 
Year Plan for 50 Local Spiritual Assemblies had been 
exceeded, and 101 already achieved! 

The Baha'i Center of Los Mochos, showing the tent Taised up 
for the convention. 

In the Venezuelan News 
Tommy Kavelin, a professional actor and singer, was 

interviewed by Venezuela's English language news
paper The Daily Journal j while performing in a Caracas 
production of HMy Fair Lady." The interview included 
several paragraphs about his career in the United 
States and concluded wjth seven paragraphs about the 
Faith' and about Tommy Kavelin's role as a Baha'i 
pioneer, stating that this was the most interesting thing 
about him. 

Program notes for both "My Fair Lady" and an 
earlier production of "A Midsummer Night's Dream" 
mentioned the connection of Mr. Kavelin with the Faith. 
The program stated: "Since the fOWlder, Baha'u'llah, 
teaches that the earth is but one country and mankind 
its citizens, Tommy feels quite at home in Venezuela! IJ 

-"- ~ .. --

The Local Spiritual Assembly of Los Mochos prepared thi.s tent 
to s"1!-~lteT th:e delegates and friends from the (terce sun of the 
GuaJ'Ta P€ntn.ruJa. 

Honduras and Its Nine Year Goals 
At last RiQ-van, of the fifty Assemblies stipulated for 

the Nine Year Plan, only nine were lacking in Hon
duras. Of the twelve incorporated Assemblies of the 
Plan, six more were needed. It is expected that these 
goals will be reached by Ri~vim 1972 and the planned 
number of Assemblies exceeded. 

The visit of the youth Project from the United States 
this past summer prOVided the spark that lighted the 
tire. The visits began with success as they went to all 
sections of Honduras. 

During the first week of the Youth Project, on a visit to 
the Departmento Olancho, the youth went to the various 
parts of town and gave out handbill invitations to a slide 
showing, "What is Baha'i'?''' Visits were made to the 
office of the Mayor and head of police. Free radio an
nouncements were made. In three days, in two towns, 
120 new Baha'is enthusiastically entered the Faith. In 
the first week of the Project, enough adults entered to 
form five new Assemblies, along with the enrollment of 
many youth. 

The tremendous work of consolidation has already 
begun, Plans have been made for Teaching Institutes in 
each of the twelve regions for which there is a Regional 
Teaching Committee, The National Spiritual Assembly 
will welcome traveling teachers from' other countries, 
and upon receiving written requests, will be happy to 
send a copy of the dates for Institutes, 

Pioneers to Honduras are dedicated and the native 
brother and sister Baha'is are enthusiastic and have 
faith that all the goals of the Nine Year Plan will be 
exceeded, and that it will happen this year. 

A successful T€aching Institute in Honduras. Teachers were 
AuxHiary Board member Parvis Rohani, PTo/essor Nell'll Vas· 
quez and PTO/€SSOT Wanita. M. George. 
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Geodetic Dome Creates Teaching Opportunities 
In Honduras, the erection of a geodetic dome, used 

for Baha'i exhibits, draws people to it as a flower 
attracts bees. Instead of seeking people out on street 
corners, seekers come to the dome and ask questions 
which lead to giving the Message. 

Dale and Jeanie Morrow, pioneers to Honduras, 
related details of this Wlique teaching structure in a 
recent visit to the BAHA'i NEWS editorial office. 

The dome was used in September in Tegucigalpa, 
at a live stock show which lasted for a week. The first 
day drew 300 visitors. When Baha/is appeared to set 
up the structure, Hondurans flocked to help and 
stayed to find out what it was all about. The dome 
gives protection and space for exhibits by day and 
slides by night. "Mass conversion is just starting in 
Honduras" according to the Morrows. 

The frame of the dome is 20 feet in diameter and 10 
feet high. It is covered with cloth made of brightly 
colored stripes in yellow, orange and pink. This is 
covered with plastlc to make it rain-proof. The whole 
dome can be erected in an hour and a half and can be 
taken down and transported in a station wagon or VW 
bus. The cost was about $100. The frame was made by 
Jack Burwell and Dale Morrow. The cloth cover was 
made by Gina Laite and the plastic cover by James 
Henshew and Allan Fryback. 

Exterior of the ~T~ded dome. 

Inside th.e dome where exhibits are shown and teach.ing goes on. 

Showing the frame-work of the geodetic dome. 

The Power of 
Universal Participation 

Hand of the Cause William Sears told a true story 
about how universal participation consecrates 
money contributed to the Fund, regardless of the 
amount. To paraphrase: There was a small com~ 
munity that wanted to initiate a proclamation proj~ 
ect but needed money to do it. They decided to em
ploy the principle of universal participation. Even 
husbands and wives gave separately. Everyone gave. 
The amount collected was a relative pittance. The 
treasurer was quite skeptical, but a boy in the com
munity said that since they had used universal par~ 
ticipation, God would bless the money somehow and 
their effort would bear fruit. 

The only idea they came up with for the money waS 
to buy a copy of Some Answered Questions which an 
Assembly member said she would read. On the way 
home, due to the fullness of the bus, she found herself 
seated beside a gentleman who continued to show an 
interest in her reading matter. This bothered her until 
the light dawned that maybe something was happen
ing. She changed her attitude from impatience to 
cordiality. He told her he was a newspaper man and 
asked to borrow the book since he was doing a series 
of articles on different religions. She didn't refuse! 
What grew from this was his beginning and ending his 
series with articles about the Baha'i Faith and giving 
radio, newspaper and TV publicity worth thousands 
of dollars. Imagine their joy! Certainly each individual 
was inspired r Their community must have been awed 
by the evident power of universal participation! 

(From the CANADIAN BAHA'f NEWS, 

August-September, 1971) 
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Summer Pioneering in Mexico 
Lani Smith, one of the "Summer Pioneers" from the 

United States to Mexico, shared some impressions of 
their travels. Other projecteers who accompanied her 
were Jan McAuslen, Patty Treadwell and Liz Trotman. 
They were assisted by pioneers at the Amelia Collins 
Institute in Choula, Puebla: Paul and Mavis Vaughn, 
Joe and Bobbie Savage. 

Places where her group visited and taught were Mexi~ 
co City, Puebla; Oaxaca; Cuadepec t Veracruz; Gudala
jara; Cocorit, Sonora; Pensacola and Papalota, Tlaxcala. 

Some items of advice she received were: If you can't 
love it don't go. Take~clothes that do not need ironing, 
sandals and shoes good for walking in the mud. Take $50 
to $75 for a medical fund. You will spend it. Take the 
medicine at the first sign, you may not have to take a lot 
more later. Expect your plans to change. Build a bridge 
of friendship first. 

Said Lani: "We prayed I deepened and learned, went 
from coast to coast, in and out of villages and towns. We 
were stoned (literally) by rude young boys. We were 
spat upon, laughed at and with, stared at, lied to and 
insulted. We joked and sang and chatted about the Faith 
with a doctor and four nurses when two Baha'is were in 

-, ............ ---
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the hospital. We found the most oeautiful and pure soul.s 
such as we never before knew existed.. 

"We learned to love and obey the institutions. We 
consulted with the National Spiritual Assembly twice. 
We learned it's Baha'u'lhih working through us and it is 
not us. I ran all over with Knight of Bahil'u'llah Frances 
Heller and National Spiritual Assembly member Edna 
Ford. I had to run to keep up with them." 

Result, 125 new Baha'is from the group effort. Jan, 
Patty and Liz returned to go to the University of the 
Americas in Cholula, Puebla where they are active in 
the formation of a Baha'j club on campus. 

Bataa'{ Wall Calendar, 1972. The calendar for 1972 has a 
view of the Shrine of the Bab with the Bay of Haifa in the 
background. A new feature is the indication of Baha'i 
months by alternating blocks of colored numerals . 
Gregorian months are indicated in the usual manner. 
Feast Days and Holy Days are indicated by open circles 
and squares around the colored. numerals. Detailed in~ 
formation on special observances is printed on the back. 
of the calendar. 

Overseas orders should be sent as SOOn as possible, 
and airmail shipment should be requested as long as the 
dock strike continues. All orders within the United 
States should also be sent in soon to avoid last minute 
rush mailings. (No standing orders except overseas.) 

Per copy ...................................... $ .25 
10 copies ....... " .......... '" ................. $2.00 
25 copies ...................................... $4.00 

NOTE: Minimum <>rdeT' aTe $5.00. It is very costly to 
process orders for less than this amount, or for a single 
calendar. CommtUlity members should combine their 
calendar orders and order only through local librarians. 
Isolated individuals who order the calendar should try 
to make up an order of at least $5.00 of various items. 
This is much appreciated. Calendars may be ordered 
with literature or special materials orders. 

" Baha'. Poc:ket Calendar, 1972. Feast and Holy Days are 
indicated on this convenient billfold or purse calendar, 
with detailed information on special observances on the 
back. (No standing orders except overseas.) 

5 copies .................................... $ .25 
100 copies ..................................... $4.00 

BAHA'f LITERATURE: Orders under $5 add $.30 han
dling and postage fee. Personal orders must include 
payment. 
SPECIAL MATERIALS: Order through your Baha'i 
Community Librarian for postpaid handling on orders of 
$10 and over. Personal orders must include payment 
plus 10% postage and handling fee. Minimum postage 
and handling fee $.30. 

Bahl'(PubUshing Trust 
415 Unden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091 

BAHA'i NEWS is published for circulation among Baha'is only, by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United 
States. as a news organ reporting current activities of the Baha'i world community. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Evelyn Hardin. Managing Editor; Miss Charlotte 
Linfoat, National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee. Mrs. Sylvia Parmel~e. 

Material must be received by the twenty-fifth of the second month preceding date of issue. Address; Baha'i News Editorial 
Offic:e, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091, U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to Membership and Records. National Baha'i Center. 112 Linden Avenue, Wil
mette, 11Iinois. U.S.A. 60091. 
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1aboration with National Spiritual Assemblies." (Let
ter of The Universal House of Justice addressed to 
the Continental Board of Counsellors~ June 24, 1968) 
However, the responsibility for expulsion and rein-

statement remained vested in the Hands of the Cause. 
"The authority of expulsion and reinstatement will be 
exercised by the Hands of the Cause of God, subject 
in each instance to the approval of The Universal 
House of Justice." (Letter of The Universal House of 
Justice addressed to the Continental Board of Coun~ 
sellors, June 24, 1968) 
In general, therefore, the functions of the Continental 

Boards of Counsellors include prDpagation of the Faith; 
protection of the Faith; appointment and direction of 
Auxiliary Board members; trusteeship of the Continen
tal Baha'i Fund; and consultation with the National 
Spiritual Assemblies. 

And, since the announcement stating the appointment 
of the Continental Boards of Counsellors insures the 
extension into the future of the appointed functions of 
,the Institution of the Hands, it is assumed that the 
following obligations of the Hands of the Cause as set 
forth in the Will and Testament of 'Abdu'I-Bahil apply 
to them: To "diffuse the Divine Fragrances"; to "edify 
the souls of men"; to "promote learning"; to "improve 
the character of all men", and to "be at all times and 
under all conditions, sanctified and detached from 
earthly things. They must manifest the fear of God by 
their conduct, their manners, their deeds and their 
words." (Wand T, 13) 

In delineating the functions of the National Spiritual 
Assemblies, the Guardian has stated in general: 

Their immediate purpose is to stimulate, unify and 
coordinate the manifold activities of the believers and 
the Local Spiritual Assemblies; 

They exercise full authority over the Local Spiritual 
Assemblies in their province; 

They are to initiate measures and direct in general the 
affairs of the Cause in the whole country or nation; 

They direct the vital matters affecting the interests of 
the Cause in their country, such as the matter of trans
lations. publication, the Ma$.briqu'I-A4hkar, organizing 
and administering the teaching work and other similar 
undertakings that stand distinct from strictly local af
fairs; and 

It is the members of the National Spiritual Assemblies 
throughout the world who elect The Universal House 
of Justice. 

In addition, as revealed by Baha'u'llah in His Most 
Holy Book: 

" ... It behooveth them to be the trusted ones of the 
Merciful among men and to regard themselves as 
the guardians appointed of God for all that dwell on 
earth. It is incumbent upon them to take counsel 
together and to have regard for the interests of the 
servants of God, for His sake, even as they regard 
their own interests, and to choose that which is meet 
and seemly.. ." (BA, 21) 
The beloved Guardian emphasized that 

" ... Theirs is the duty to purge once for all their 
deliberations and the general conduct of their af
fairs from that air of self-contained aloofness, from 
the suspicion of secrecy, the stifling atmosphere of 
dictatorial assertiveness, in short, from every word 
and deed that might savor of partiality, self-cen
terednes5 and prejudice. Theirs is the duty, while 
retaining the sacred and exclusive right of final 
decision in their hands, to invite discussion, provide 
information, ventilate grievances, welcome advice 
from even the most humble and insignificant mem
bers of the Baha'i family, expose their motives, set 
forth their plans, justify their actions, revise if nec
essary their verdict, foster the sense of interde

"pendence and co-partnership, of understanding and 
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mutual confidence between them on one hand and 
all Local Assemblies and individual believers on the 
other." (BA, 143-144) 
In considering the relationships of these two impor

tant Institutions-the Continental Boards of Counsellors 
and the National Spiritual AssembHes-we should keep 
in mind that: 

Baha'i Administration is founded on institutions laws 
and principles embedded in Baha t u'llah's Revelatio~; 

All of its institutions are divinely ordained-are integ
ral, inseparable components of a living organism, inter_ 
dependent and inclusive, not independent and exclu
sive; and that 

The health, strength and success of each is c10sely 
affected by the condition of the whole. As The Universal 
House of Justice wrote: 

"The Baha'i world community, growing like a 
healthy new body, develops new cells, new organs. 
new functions and powers as it presses on to its 
maturity, when every soul, living for the Cause of 
God, will receive from that Cause, health, assur
ance, and the overflowing bounties of Baha'u'llah 
which are diffused through His divinely ordained 
Order." (WG, 38) 
In communications from The Universal House of Jus

tice since the appointment by them of the ContinentaJ 
Boards of Counsellors-some of which have been ad
dressed to the National Assemblies and the Boards of 
Counsel1ors jointly; others speCifically to One or the 
other-the Supreme Body has explained and clarified 
many important aspects of the relationships of these two 
Institutions. 

It is completely clear that in Baha'i Administration 
the National Spiritual Assemblies are the "adminis
trators" of the affairs of the Cause in their respective 
countries. 

In one of the letters of The Universal House of Justice 
addressed to both the Counsellors and the National As
semblies, it is clearly stated: 

"The Counsellors are responsible for stimulating, 
counselling and aSSisting the National Spiritual As
semblies, and also work with the indiViduals, groups 
and Local Assemblies." (Letter of The Universal 
House of Justice, October 1, 1969) 
And further: 

"It is the responsibility of Spiritual Assemblies, 
assisted by their committees, to organize and direct 
the teaching work, and in doing SO they must, nat
urally, also do a Ir they can to stirn ul ate and inspire 
the friends ... It is, however, inevitable that the 
Assemblies and committees, being burdened with 
the administration of the teaching work as well as 
with all other aspects of Baha'I community life, will 
be unabJe to spend as much time as they would wish 
on stimulating the believers. 

"Authority and direction flow from the Assemblies, 
whereas the power to accomplish the tasks resides 
primarily in the entire body of the believers. It is the 
principal task of the Auxiliary Boards to assist in 
arousing and releasing this power. This is a vital 
activity ... " 
In this same letter The Universal House of Justice 

points out that: 
"Assemblies sometimes misunderstand what is 

meant by the statement that Counsellors and AuxU
iary Board members are concerned with the teach
ing work and not with administration. It is taken to 
mean that they may not give advice on administra
tive matters. This is quite wrong. One of the things 
that Counsellors and Auxiliary Board members 
should watch and report on is the proper working of 
administrative institutions. The statement that they 
do not have anything to do with administration 
means, simply, that they do not administer. They do 
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not direct or organize the teaching work nor do they 
adjudicate in matters of personal conflict or per
sonal problems. . if an Auxiliary Board member 
finds a Local Spiritual Assem bly functioning incor
rectly he should call its attention to the appropriate 
Texts; likewise if, in his work with the community, 
an Auxiliary Board member finds that the teaching 
work is being held up by inefficiency of national 
committees, he should report this in detail to the 
Counsellors. . , Similarly. jf the Counsellors find 
that a National Spiritual Assembly is not function
ing properly. they should not hesitate to consult 
with the National Spiritual Assembly in a frank and 
loving way." 
Again t in this same letter: 

"It is the Spiritual Assemblies who plan and direct 
the work, but these plans should be well known to 
the Counsellors and Auxiliary Board members, be
cause one of the ways in which they can assist the 
Assemblies is by urging the believers continually to 
support the plans of the Assemblies." 
And in a letter, addressed to all National Spiritual 

Assemblies The House of Justice stated: 
"With the rapid development of the work of the 

Continental Boards of Counsellors and their Auxili
ary Boards, it is increasingly important that there 
be a maximal sharing of information from each 
national community with them. Your most effective 
collaboration depends largely upon the thorough
ness of your mutual exchange of information ... 

"We ask that you keep the Continental Board of 
Counsellors of your area completely and specifical
ly informed of national activities of teaching and 
consolidation through such actions as placing the 
Board of Counsellors, and Auxiliary Board members 
assigned to areas within your jurisdiction, on mail
ing lists for circular letters to Local Spiritual As
semblies, schedules and programs of summer 
schools, conferences and institutes, etc." (Letter of 
The Universal House of Justice, March 25,1969) 
In another letter sent on the same date to all Continen

tal Boards of Counsellors the Supreme Body stated: 
"Information transmitted by National Spiritual 

Assemblies and their committees to Continental 
Boards of Counsellors and their Auxiliary Board 
members should be as complete as possible. Con
versely, a maximum of material from the Coun
sellors and AuxiJiary Board members' reports 
should be made available to National Spiritual As
sem blies. " 
In regard to Conferences, the Hands of the Cause 

Residing in the Holy Land wrote to the Continental 
Board of Counsellors in North America on March 14, 
1971 as follows: 

jj. , , we felt it would be useful to distinguish 
between those conferences involving joint consulta
tion of the Hands of the Cause, the COWlsellors, the 
Auxiliary Board Members and representatives of 
National Assemblies on the one hand, and on the 
other the type of deepening conferences which are 
not primarily for consultation, but which are de
signed to meet a need for deepening the believers, 
and the programs of which are geared to this objec
tive. 

"In the case of the first category, that is confer
ences called for joint consultation, these are very 
properly sponsored and called or convened by Con
tinental Boards of Counsellors. 

"In the case of other conferences for encouraging, 
inspiring or educating the friends, while it is highly 
desirable to call such conferences in cooperation 
with National Assemblies, each institution support
ing the other, the Continental Boards of Counsellors 
are fully authorized to call conferences of this type 
when they deem them necessary. 

_."- ........ -
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"The statement of principle outlined above makes 
it very clear that the sponsorship of deepening con
ferences is a proper function of the COWlSellors. As 
stated, it is highly desirable that projects of this 
type be sponsored in cooperation with the adminis
trative bodies, but it is also clear that The House of 
Justice wishes the Continental Boards to be free to 
call conferences of this type when they deem them 
necessary, regardless of whether there is joint spon
sorship." 

CONCLUSION 

As important and necessary as is the Wlderstanding of 
the functions and specified relationships of these two 
Institutions, the Continental Boards of Counsellors and 
the National Spiritual Assemblies, the Writings of our 
Faith clearly show that of still greater import and signifi
cance is the spirit in which their members serve. When 
the relationship between them is one of mutual under
standing, of confidence and trust, of sincere love and 
cooperation; when in their deliberations and actions 
they are following the preceph; and guidelines which 
have their source in divine widsom and which have been 
so clearly and so fully delineated for them, any matters 
or questions which arise in regard to their respective 
fWlctions can be frankly and openly discussed and all 
issues easily and amicably resolved. 

Such a relationship, we must recognize, is W1ique to 
this divinely-ordained Administrative Order. The secu
lar world is increasingly characterized by destructive 
competition between institutions-when there are two 
legislative bodies, they manoeuvre against each other 
for power; legislative bodies compete with the judiciary 
and with the executive branch. 

In contrast, the relationship between Baha'i institu_ 
tions is one of warm cooperation and collaboration, 
based upon genuine love and dedication to a common 
goal. It resembles a marriage, in that there is space for 
each partner to grow and develop; there is mutual 
respect and encouragement, and differences are settled 
by taking counsel together in an atmosphere of loving 
understanding. 

So close are we all to the ways and standards of the 
world, it is difficult to wholly believe in the efficiency of 
spiritual means for practical accomplishments. Our 
human intellect can so easily guide us to other ways 
which, in its light, seem mOre desirable and effective. In 
one of their precious messages (May 27, 1966) The Uni
versal House of Justice gives us such understanding 
and wise counsel in this respect: 

qService to the Cause of God requires absolute 
fidelity and integrity and unwavering faith in Him. 
No good but only evil can come from taking the 
responsibility for the future of God's Cause into our 
own hands and trying to force it into ways that we 
wish it to go regardless of the clear texts and our 
own limitations. It is His Cause. He has promised 
that its light will not fail. Our part is to cling 
tenaciously to the revealed Word and to the institu
tions that He has created to preserve His Covenant." 
And so, dear friends, we can see that such collabora-

tion as the Guardian has asked for between the two 
Institutions calls for far more than our human idea of 
cooperation-even loving cooperation. It is a matter of 
spiritual growth, and for this, we need divine wisdom. 
But we are blessed, so greatly blessed to have for our 
assistance all the guidance needed. Ours is the clear 
task of striving to understand and obey that guidance, 

To all of the other qualities and virtues needed on OUr 
journey must be added faith-unshakable faith in 
Baha'u'llilh's divinely ordained Administrative Order 
and in its inherent, dyna-mic spiritual power to fulfill 
every aspect of His worldwide Mission. As Shoghi 
Effendi so wisely counselled the early believers, soon 
after he became the Guardian of the Faith: 
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"Is not faith but another word for implicit obe
dience, wholehearted allegiance; uncompromising 
adherence to that which we believe is the revealed 
and express will of God, however perplexing it might 
first appear, however at variance with the shadowy 
views, the impotent doctrines, the crude theories, 
the idle imaginings, the fashionable conceptions of a 
transient and troublous age? If we are to falter or 
hesitate, if our love for Him (the Master) should fail 
to direct us and keep us within His path, if we desert 
Divine and emphatic principles, what hope can we 
any more cherish for hea1ing the ills and sicknesses 
of this world?" (BA, 62-63) 

--, .... 
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Abbreviations Used in References: 

MBW-M essages to the Bahci'i World, 1950-1957, by 
Shoghi Effendi. 

WOB-The World Order of Ba/lI;'u'lllih, by Shoghi 
Effendi, 

GPB--God Passes By, by Shoghi Effendi. 

BA-Bahci'i Administration, by Shoghi Effendi. 

WG-WeUspring of Guidance (Messages of The Uni-
versal House of Justice). 

Wand T-Will and Testament of 'Abdu'I-Ba/lIi, 

Prayer at Time of Catastrophe 
The people of Guatemala on September 14, 1971 at 3:00 

p.m. witnessed a tremendous display of nature's power. 
Huge columns of smoke and gravel began rising from 
the volcano Fuego, a short distance from the town of 
San Pedro Yepocapa, Chimaltenango. Within a few min
utes the upward torrent of smoke, rocks and gravel had 
reached an elevation of 35,000 feet. Eighty percent of the 
houses in the town were destroyed and for miles around 
the corn and coffee crops were destroyed. 

As the streets began filling with lava and gravel, 
Felipe Cortez, Baha'i telegraph operator of San Pedro 
Yepocapa, moved his telegraphic equipment to the roof 
of the office and thus managed to keep communication 
open with the outside w<>rld for the following forty-eight 
hours. He remained on the roof during the downpour of 
debris from the volcano. 

JOTge CirOn oj Chimaltenango, 
Guatemala. 

Felipe on the Toof oj his telegTaph office 
in San Pedro Yecocapa. 

Felipe Cortez and his family, aU Baha'iS. 

"When I felt completely exhausted at 3:00 a.m." ex
plained Felipe, "I invoked the name of Baha'u'llah. With 
all my heart I invoked His mercy so that the volcanic 
action might stop. An hour later the eruption ceased. I 
don't know if it was a coincidence, but I prayed with 
complete faith and devotion." 

Felipe Cortes is considered a hero for he refused to 
abandon his post to which he was entrusted, and kept 
the communication open. even though it involved ne~ 
glecting his own home, which fell to the ground. His 
family Felipe had left to the care of God. 

Another Baha'i who lives on a ranch near the city of 
Chimaltenango, Jorge Ciron, helped by making radio 
appeals to supply the people with food and clothing. 
Jorge went in to the disaster area with firemen on the 
first truck, daring the hazardous road which was narrow 
and steep. and filled with loose rock and gravel. 
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Mrs. M01'assa (Yazdi) Rawhani, 

-, ............ ,-

IN MEMORIAM 

Mrs. Morassa (Yazdi) Rawbaoi 

CONVEY ABDUL VABAB RAWHANI AND FAMILY 
DEEP SORROW PASSING MORASSA KHANUM RE
CALL HER ASSOCIATION HEROIC AGE DEDICATED 
SERVICES PIONEERING FIELD PRAYING SHRINES 
PROGRESS HER SOUL. 

-Tin UNIVERSAL HouSlC 07 JUSTJ13 
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Mrs. Morassa (Yazdi) Rawhani was born in 1887 and 
named Akkawiya (tbe one who belongs to 'Akka) by 
'Abdu'l-Baha, She was the granddaughter of Hadii 
Abderrehim Yazdi, one of the first bearers of the Sacred 
Standard. Born in the fortress of 'Akka, she grew up in 
the Sacred Household under the shelter of the Greatest 
Holy Leaf. 

With her mother, she moved to Alexandria, Egypt 
where for a few months she was in charge of cleaning 
the private room of 'Abdu'l-Baha and was asked by Him 
-several times to sew some of His clothes. She was 
entrusted to be the Early Prayer Reader of His private 
quarters. 

Mrs. Rawhani was the first woman to become a mem
ber of the Spiritual Assembly of Alexandria, Egypt, and 
dedicated her time to deepening the women in her local
ity_ 

In February 1957, as authorized by the Guardian, she 
arrived as a pioneer to Rabat, Morocco. She actively 
participated in the formation of two Assemblies, that of 
Rabat and Sale, and although of advanced age, she was 
occupied in deepening the friends and teaching the 
children in these two localities. 

She remained conscious to the last moment of her life, 
and passed away on October 6, 1971. Her burial in the 
Baha'i Cemetery at Rabat, Morocco was attended by a 
large number of believers of Morocco, the majority 
native believers; also in attendance was a representa
tive from the iranian Embassy in Rabat_ 

Pioneer Institute In Wilmette 
Participants at pioneer Institute held in Wilmette, Illinois, in 
November, 1971, 'readying to l.ea1;'e for ~hei1' posts. Left to nght 
standing 'reaT: Larry Gates, Ma'r1orte PJ.eTSon, Cary Folk. Ralph 
Fo[k, Carol Terry, and Patricia Finley_ Left to T~ght seat,ed 
fTont: Dennis TTiske'T, Don Berkman, Jean Go~. Tnsh PTe'Uitt, 
Ken Roedetl, David St. John, and ChaTles Ga7man and Martha. 
Garman. 
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Historic Wilmette Meeting 
By Arlene Jennrich 

Picture Jew, Catholic, Protestant, Unitarian, Baha'i, 
clergyman, layman, young and old. and every category 
that the environs of Wilmette can produce all climhing 
the steps of the Baha'i House of Worship on Thanksgiv
ing morning to share in the first Baha'i sponsored and 
hosted village-wide Thanksgiving devotions. It's true~ 
almost 600 Wilmette residents, neighbors, and holiday 
guests joined in praise and thanksgiving at 11 a.m. on 
Thursday, November 25, 1971 for this history making 
spiritual exercise. 

Residents who had never visited the House of Worship 
as seekers came as ...-vorshippers. Neighbors who had 
never shared prayers together felt the unity of the ser
vice that went far beyond the limited notion of an inter
faith program. Guests who came had the privilege of not 
only visiting a landmark but partaking of spiritual sub
stance during their visit. Baha'is of Wilmette had the 
bounty of teaching the Faith of Baha'u'llah locally 
through the uniting of friends and neighbors to hear the 
words of the Psalms, the Gospel of Jesus, from 'a Sura of 
the Qur'an, and prayers of Baha'u'llah and ~Abdu'l 
Baha. AU Scriptures were read by Wilmette people. 
Readers ranged from the Mayor of the village who read 
'Abdu'l-Baha's "prayer for America tl to a ten-year old 
girl ("I'm a Baha'i in my heart") raising her pure 
young voice in "0 God, refresh and gladden my 
spirit, , ." 

There was an assembJage of voices representing dif
ferent choirs from Wilmette churches whose members 
chose to give arduous rehearsal time w~th the Baha'i 
choir in preparation for this all-Wilmette Thanksgiving, 
singing a hymn of thanks 'and the Randall Thompson 
"Alleluia" in the thriUing acoustical setting of the 
Baha'i House of Worship. The visitors also heard the 
Baha'i choir singing "Is There Any Remover of Diffi
culties Save God?" and "Blessed Is the Spot" .. , new to 
their ears, but a joy to their hearts. 

What brought these hundreds of residents to this H01y 
spot on this busy national secular holiday? What made 
this day special? The village of Wilmette, Illinois was 
fOWlded one hundred years ago. The site for the Baha'i 
House of Worship was selected on Thanksgiving day 

Wilmette citizens whfil participated in .ThanksgivinR. Da!{ WOr
ship service, left to r1ght: Glenford MttcheU (BaM 1), R1chard 
Ma.rks (Presbyterian), Mayor James Schwietert, Steve Lieber~ 
man (Jewi.sh) , Wallne Welch (Bahd.'f) , Mrs. Joan Wallace 
(Eplscopalian) , and in foreground ten year old Janet Neidig 
("I'm -re-aUJi a Baha'i"), Margo Marks (BaM'i youth), and Mrs. 
Mariko Akt (Congregationalist). Each one Tead from the SCT~p
tures on thanks and praise. 

Nearly 600 worshippers representing almost every facet 01 the 
residents of WHmette sh.ar,ed in de~otions i.n the Baha'i H01fSe 
of WOTship on Thanksgtvtng morntng. Thts precedent-sethng 
occasion may well become a valued village tradition! 

1907,* These two events provided the Baha'i community 
of Wilmette the historic opportunity to initiate and 
carry out the first village-wide religious event in the 
planned program for Wilmette's Centennial year, An 
invitation went out early in the autumn to all churches, 
synagogues, civic organizations and groups to share 
worship on Thanksgiving morning-a gift to the com
mWlity by the BaM'is of the town. The clergy generally 
supported the Baha'i invitation, many publicizing the 
invitation to the whole community in their own congre
gations. The Centennial Commission was enthusiastic, 
particularly because of the ThanksgiVing related sig~ 
nificance in local history. 

Prayers, plans, programming, posters, personal in
vitations aU proceeded as excitement mounted in antici
pation of the day. It was a clear, brisk day, and the 
turnout was large and diverse, a truly blessed day. Only 
forty~five minutes~neighbors reading from holy writ
ings, the serenity of the setting, the joy of unity of local 
voices raised in song; but those who shared it will not 
forget Thanksgiving in WHmette's Centennial year, nor 
be unaware of the brief time they knew true unity with 
neighbors of various religious persuasions. Each war· 
shipper carried home a program of the devotions which 
included the beautiful words of the 100th Psalm and 
Baha'u'llah's short prayer for Unity. Hopefully, they 
carried, too, a taste for a continued search for the 
greater unity which is promised 'by God to all . 

• In 1907 Mrs. Corinne True visited 'Abdu'l~Baha in the Holy 
Land and asked regarding a Temple for America. Encouraged 
by the words of the Mastel' '''Make a beginning and all will come 
right". upon her return ~ Chicago •. a comf!littee was fonned 
which searched in an sections for a sUltable SIte. The unanimous 
decision of the committee for the Wilmette site was made on 
Thankgiving, 1908. 

Major James Schwietert of Wilmette consuUing with CasweB 
EHt.s, co~oTdinat01' of the Baha'i House oj Worship; Mrs. Arlene 
Jennrich Secretary of the Loca~ Assemblv of Wilmette; and Jeff. 
Norman 'Wilmette youth in the New Tner High. School Baha.'i 
Club. The Mayor's question as to why the words "Most Great 
Peace" were capitahzed, led to a brief fireSide. 
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Hong Kong Teaching Campaign 
By Ray N. Cooprider 

During the Oceanic Conference held at Sapporo, J a
pan on September 2-5, 1971, the idea of staging a forty~ 
day teaching campaign in Hong Kong was originated. 
After consultation of Hands of the Cause Dr. Muhajir 
and Mr. Furutan. and Counsellors of the Northeast and 
Southeast Asian Continental Boards and the National 
Spiritual Assemblies of Northeast Asia and of Malaysia, 
the dates of October 20th and November 28th were desig· 
nated for the teaching effort to help propel the Hong Kong 
community toward the completion of its Nine Year Plan 
goals. 

The celebration of the birth of The Bab on the evening 
of October 19th was blessed with the attendance of Hand 
of the Cause Mr. Furutan who could only stay for a short 
stop over on his way to the Holy Land. He gave a talk to 
the friends and took with him to the Holy Land the list 
of goals established for the teaching campaign. 

The immediate goals for Hong Kong include the open
ing of nine new areas to the Faith, two of which would 
have at least nine believers for the future establishment 
of Local Spiritual Assemblies. also fifty new Baha'is to 
be enrolled in the Faith. 

The Baha'is of Hong Kong are being assisted by fellow 
Baha'is and pioneers from Korea, Japan, Taiwan, 
Philippines, Malaysia, Laos, and the United States. Mrs. 
Mae McClinton from Ohio stopped in Hong Kong for ten 
days before continuing on to her pioneering post in 
Swaziland. Mr. Van Kee Leong of the Southeast Asia 
Continental Board of Counsellors and Mr, Vicente 
Samaniego of the Northeast Asia Board were in Hong 
Kong for the entirety of the forty-day campaign. Mr. 
Philip Marangella of Japan was also in Hong Kong for 
the full forty days, also pioneers Charles Duncan of 
Korea, Ray Cooprider of Taiwan, and ~uxiliary Board 
member Mrs. Betty Fernandez of Malaysla. 

Three travel teaching trips to three of the five goal 
islands headed by Counsellor Yan Kee Leong have 
resulted in those three islands being opened to the Faith. 
On the largest island three communities have been es
ta·blished, two of which have ten and twelve believers. 
The people of the small villages On the outer islands of 
Hong Kong are very friendly and receptive to the Faith 
of Baha'u'llah. 

Tai 0 Village on October 25, 1971. Len to right: Ch.arles Du.ncan, 
Yan Kee Leong Vicente Samaniego, Mr. Su.n Fat, who is th.e :first 
Baha'i on Lantao Island, where the-re are now twelve believers. 

Lantao Is[and, Tai 0 V.Wage, on. October 26, 1971. On left, Mr. 
C!J.an and Mr. Wong, Vl{' Samamego (wlth glasses) and behind 
h~m Mrs. Yoong. Charles D1171can at right and standing behind 
hun Yan Kee Leong. Mr. and Mrs. Yormg enrolled on this day 
and that night a slide show was given at their home and the 
two men on the left enrolled. 

In addition to the rural areas, contacts were made 
with the three main college compuses of Hong Kong. 
The president of one college was given Baha'j literature 
over tea, and one college had a special week of open 
forums which a few Baha'is attended and participated 
in as members of the audience. One student organiza
tion is planning to help us to hold a campus meeting for 
which as many as 200 stUdents may be expected. 

The cities of Hong Kong and Kowloon are being ex
posed to the Faith through newspaper articles and ad
vertising, public meetings, and distribution of a new 
Baha'j pamphlet in Chinese complete with business re
ply card. One fellow first heard of the Baba'i Faith by 
reading an article about it in a newspaper a couple of 
weeks earlier, and then meeting a teaching team in a 
city park distributing literature, and then attending a 
public meeting celebrating the birth of Babil'u'llah. At 
that public meeting he enrolled along with five high 
school youth, three of them Chinese. To the Baha 'is in 
attendance at the meeting it seemed to be the beginning 
of finding the radiant Chinese youth who will teach the 
Faith soon to their fellow Chinese! 

Public meetings are now being scheduled for five 
communities outside of Hong Kong and Kowloon. With 
publicity, slides, and 50,000 copies of the new Chinese 
pamphlets we hope to make the name of Baha'u'll8,h 
known to many people throughout Hong Kong. 

Thus far in the campaign five new areas have been 
opened to the Faith (including three islands), and both 
goals of establishing two communities of at least nine 
Baha'is each have been completed, Also a total of forty. 
nine Baha'is have been enrolled in the Faith to date. 
Consolidation is now being both enthusiastically 
planned and undertaken, and will be continued. in the 
future entirely by the local Baha'is of Hong Kong and 
four new pioneers from Malaysia who are settling in 
Hong Kong. 

..... ,.-
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Summer Projects of Youth of the United States 
Projecteer Laurie Schaeffer is a.t IDwer right in Bluefields, Nica_ 
ragua, with Bahd. 'i friends at an institute. 

'I 

Projecteer Armando Ramirez (with hat) pl.ays guitar jor Nica
raguan children in M annguu. 

This past summer saw a flood of youth from the United 
States travel to Switzerland, Samoa and ten Latin Amer
ican countries to participate in Summer Projects. Over 
eighty youth in all traveled to these far-flung places to 
carry the banner of Baha'u'llah to the waiting masses. 
The re~:iU1ts of their efforts are still being assessed by the 
receiving countries, as hundreds and hundreds of new 
believers are welcomed into the Faith as a result of the 
teaching campaign launched by these National Assem
blies and carried out by the enthusiastic youth. 

Such victories have been won that many more coun
tries are planning to sponsor just such projects next 
year and young people are already volunteering their 
time and resources to make next summer one of victory. 
The United States International Goals Committee is 
working with Assemblies to set up organized and mean
ingful projects so that every moment of the volunteers' 
time will be put to fruitful use, Adult coordinators win 
be recruited to accompany each team. 

Most of the projects this past summer took pJace in 
rural areas where unsophisticated, open-minded people 
were quick to embrace this new Cause, the "return of 
Christ" for whom they have been waiting. The youth 
spoke, sang and attempted, by their example, to display 
the oneness of humanity and the validity of Baha'u'
Bah's Message. They were warmly received in the most 
humble of homes, 

The European projecteers also had the bounty of at
tending the youth Conference which was held in Fiesch, 
Switzerland. There, in the company of their fellow youth 
from Europe, they studied, sang and had the bounty of 
hearing addresses by Hands of the Cause and Counsel
lors. 

Plans for next summer antiCipate that more than two 
hundred youth wll1 travel to other countries to teach the 
Word of God, Truly, the "movement itself from place to 
place" is having a profOlUld effect on the fortunes of the 
Faith all over the world. 

Projectee1' Owen Roscoe with NicaTaguan children in Managua, 
Nicaragua. 



Site of Youth ConfeTence in FieschJ Switzerland, which Amf1"
ican. J)Tojecteers attended. 

American youth with pioneer Marjorie Sieje-rt-(center) in front 
of Baha'i Cent" in Bern. StoitzeTland. 

The President of Togo Receives Baha'u'lIah's Proclamation 
On October 6, 1971, President General Etienne 

Eyadema of Togo received a Baha'i delegation which 
included Mr. and Mrs. Q. Ferdows, of trim. They were 
warmly and graciously received by the President and 
enjoyed an interview of thirty minutes. Press photogra
phers were present and the leading newspaper of Togo 
carried a report of the meeting with accompanying 
photograph. 

A radio interview was also arranged at which the 
Faith was spoken of at length. The interview was broad. 
cast at 8:00 p.m., a convenient time for listening. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ferdows were granted written permis
sion from the Ministry of Education to visit primary 
schools throughout the country. and full advantage was 
taken of this opportWlity to give the Message to many 
students and teachers. 
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From fourteen states of India and eleven neighboring 
countries came Baha'i youth of Asia, youth who were 
answering the call to build a new world. Countries 
represented were trim, Arabia, Afghanistan, Malaysia, 
Ceylon, Nepal, Pakistan, Lebanon, Thailand and Sik~ 
kim; Indian states represented were: Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar, West Bengal, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, Rajas
than, Goa, Gujerat, Mysore, Maharashtra, Punjab, 
Madhya Pradesh, Madras, Delhi and others, with 338 
persons attending. 

Counsellor S. Vasudevan presented the Message of 
The Universal House of Justice and told that The Bab 
sent one of His foHawers to India, and now, 128 years 
afterward, youth of India were asked to spreadthe Mes~ 
sage. 

Hand of the Cause Dr. Muhajir urged the youth to 
remember this conference for years to come and re
minded them that 'Abdu'l-Baha had given the impor
tant duty of teaching the Faith to youth, and that in a 
few years the youth will organize the teaching work all 
over the world. 

A leIter was read from Hand of the Cause RU/:liyyih 
Khimurn who expressed her regrets for being unable to 
attend although India was dear to her heart. She said 
that the world was rushing away from God -and that 
there was not a single moment to 'be lost. She urged the 
youth to arise and teach and serve while theTe was time; 
thus their lives would not be wasted but blessed. 

Auxiliary Board member Mr. B. Afshin spoke On the 

-,' .............. -
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theme of the conference: "Pioneering-Challenge to 
Baha'i Youth." He said that now was the time for youth 
to rise and lead society to the path of righteousness. 
"Youthfulness," he said, "passes quickly, so let us make 
use of it as quickly as we can as we are not always 
young." 

Topics for discussion were teaching, deepening, the 
Fund and how to establish better relationships with 
neighboring countries. 

Counsellor Vasudevan spoke on "New Dimensions of 
Teaching". He said teams of two or three would travel 
throughout India. This talk was followed by youths who 
narrated their experiences. 

The National Committee on Proclamation of Indi'a 
sent the volume The Proclamation of Bana'u'lfdh to 
most of the dignitaries of India. The response was excel
lent. There was good coverage of the conference by 
press and TV, A modest newspaper advertisement 
brought 250 inquiries immediately. others continued. 
This was followed by distribution of books and pamph
lets and culminated in the introduction of a corre
spondence course. This indicated that the people of 
India are ready to receive the Message. 

Hand of the Cause Dr, Muhajir outlined a nineteen
month teaching plan to include universities, colleges, 
districts, tribes, a literature campaign, newspaper ad
vertisements and translations. COWlselior CheIlie Sun
dra.m added "The whole future of these colleges lies in 
our hands." 



A day was devoted to holding workshops which later 
reported their findings and plans. Starting November 28, 
a one-year proclamation plan features a book by 
'Abdu'l-Baha to be presented to governors, mayors, li
braries. SJides, badges, press kits will be made available 
with the holding of exhibitions, press conferences, radio 
talks and advertisements, A syllabus will be prepared 
on "Baha'i Moral Classes" for children. An inter-state 
and inter-country student-teachers exchange was ar~ 
ranged in introducing the Faith to all the 2000 colleges 
of India. 

The workshop on Deepening reported that through 
Deepening the Fund prospers; we open the love for 
giving. If we love God, we will make sacrifices to 
contribute. 

When the call for pioneers was made, forty-three 
youth responded and others promised to go at a later 
stage. 

A pre-<:onference meeting of youth at the National 
Haziratu'l-Quds in New Delhi aroused great en
ihUsiasm. 

Hand of the Cause Dr. Muhajir said: 
"Prayer is the key to success in teaching. When you 

see a person, do not see his outer form-whether he is 
short or tall, young or old, poor or rich. whether of this 
country or that religion. See in him the reality of a soul, 
and a heart ready to respond to God's Message. Let your 
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relationship with him be a spiritual tie through the 
Message of Baha'u'll<lh, not a personal contact merely. 
Let us not impress him with our personality or superior 
knowledge but with humility, love and dignity. Prayer 
prepares the ground and the heart for the person who 
receives the Message. Such a prayerful attitude is itself 
teaching the Faith. When you go out, avoid easy famili
arity and superficial joking mannerisms among the 
group. Such an atmosphere and such a spectac1e will 
not attract the people of this country. On the other hand 
joy and dignity will draw people .... 

"If '3 person declares, contact him the next day and 
invite him to the meetings for new believers to deepen 
themselves. Avoid arguments .... " 

Groups went to various colleges. Students gathered 
aroWld each Baha'i youth-asking questions and receiv
ing what, to many of them were wholly unexpected 
answers. They had not thought of religion this way at 
all. Many principals of the colleges were delighted that 
the Baha.'i youth could come to the campus to spread 
the message of love and unity. Talks were arranged in 
classrooms. 

There were nearly seven hundred. and fifty youth dec
lara tion s made" wi tliiii' ·the' IlIst Tb1JY'''d.ays·onlic·''Confllf: 

~ "e.nc~~ For "3. full"week afterward, studenfs stayed "on. At' 
the last count, declarations numbered around bOOO, and 
it is expected that the momentum will gather. 

(From Baha'i Newsletter of India, Vol. 1, No. 1 Od. 
1971.) 



A .section of the partici1?ants at the Asia Youth Conference 
listening to the speaker WIth close attention. 

-"~ ... ~.--

Another section of the audience. In the front TOW (Tight to lett) 
are: MTB.I. Muhdjir, Mis-a Gisu Muhdjir, Hand ot the Cetuse br. 
Muhajir, Misa Di/ahad Majmi (Secretary of the Nationa~ Bahci'i 
Youth Committee of India) and Counsellor S. Va.sudeva1t.. 

First l:Ia~lratu/I-Quds In Raibolaram, India 

A section of participants from Be-oven aurrounding tri]!a9€S who 
attended the opening of the Rajbotaram 1jfqiratuJ !-Quds. 

A group 01 the tribe of Lambadia trom a nearby mUage who 
attended the opening ceremony of the 1j~iTatuJI-Quds in the 
viHage of Raj r:.olaram. 

The inauguTaUon 0/ the H~iratu'l-Qud.s in the viHage Rajbol.a.
ram (Andrah Pradesh India) on September 20, 1971. Mrs. Zena 
Sombj;: represented the National Spiritua.! Assemr:.ly of India.. 
(At the table) Auxiliary Board member B. Afshtn is on 'her left 
and PratessOT Chaturvedi on her right At the mike is MT. R. B. 
Faroody wno donated the '{!a;iratu'!-Qud$. 
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Baherr Summer Schools of the United States 
Approximately 3,000 Baha'is of all ages attended the 

fifteen Baha'i Summer Schools which were in operation 
in the United States this past year. Five of these were 
open for the first time. They were: Alabama-Georgia, 
Arizona·New Mexico, Eastern New York, North Florida, 
and South Florida. 

The above schools conducted single sessions approxi
mately one week in length as did the older schools: 
Carolinas, Oklahoma-Texas, North Central, Northwest 
Children's Conference, Northwest, Rocky Mountain, and 
Southern California. 

Longer sessions of from four to six weeks were con
ducted at the Davison, Geyserville, and Green Acre 
Schools which operate on Baha'i-owned property in 
contrast to all the other schools which use rental facil
ities, 

Attendance at the schools was limited almost entirely 
to Baha'is, although this was not by intention-all being 
welcome, Fifty per cent of the attendees were over 
twenty-one years of age, while the remainder was di
vided about equally between those under twelve and 
those between twelve and twenty-one. 

Baha'i schools are operated by committees which are 
appointed annually by the National Spiritual Assembly 
and are coordinated by the National Baha'j Schools 
Committee. The schools are intended to be self-support
ing, and, in order to meet expenses, charge minimum 
fees for room, board, general use, and maintenance of 
facilities. There is no charge for receiVing Baha'i in
struction. Any surplus {)f funds is turned over to the 
National Baha'i Fund. 

Students at the schools last summer were generally 
enthusiastic about their experiences. They attributed 

their favorable reactions most oiten to the following 
faciors: well-qualified teachers, pleasant surroundings, 
good food, a spirit of love and Wlity, well-coordinated 
children's programs. 

The committees in charge of the schools most fre
quently mentioned that increased attention to the fol
lowing matters would improve the functioning of the 
schools: pUblicity, sleeping facilities, school location, 
classrom facilities, attendance costs. 

The following photographs and excerpts from several 
of the school reports will provide a sampling of last 
summer's schools. The friends are urged to make plans 
early for attendance next year. Notices will appear in 
the ~aha"i publications in the spring as to exact dates, 
locahons, and costs. 

Green Acre School 

Green ACI·e in Eliot, Maine, was blessed by the pres
ence of 'Abdu'l-Baha in 1912 and given great impor
tance by Him and by the Beloved Guardian. This past 
summer, Hand of the Cause, Mr. 'Ali-Akbar Furutan, as 
well as various Auxiliary Board members and represen
tatives of the National Spiritual Assembly, stimulated 
the hearts of those privileged to meet and hear them. Mr. 
Abdul Yazdi of Montreal enthralled his listeners with 
stories of his acquaintance with the Master. 

As standards of morality decline in the world at large, 
the reality of the Baha'i Faith is constantly being tested. 
Persistent effort by each Baha'i to attain these stan
dards, while having "infinite love for each other", as 
'Abdu'l-Baha desired especially at Green Acre, is nec-

Northwest Children's Conference at Leaburg, Oregon. 



Arizona-New Mexico BaM'i Summer Schoo!, out trOnt A!f>u
querque, New Mexico. 

essary to unite the extremely diverse elements of hu
manity in attendance at the sum mer schools. 

The Green Acre Council is currently restructuring 
both the educational progl'am and the school's opera
tions to increase unity and efficiency and to meet the 
challenge of a larger and more diverse Baha'i popula
tion, 

Oklahoma/Texas Saha"'{ Summer School 
Once again, the Oklahoma/Texas Baha'i Summer 

School was a wonderful week of Baha'i love, fellowship 
and scholarship. For five brief days, Baha'u'llah's 
banner flew over a close knit community of friends. A 
special bounty at this school was the presence of Mr. 
Fujita from Haifa and Mrs. Jean Randazzo, staff mem
ber of The Universal House of Justice, 

From places as far away as Alaska, Mexico, and 
Panama the friends came, often overcoming great diffi
culties to reach the school. With enthusiasm and dedi
cation, the friends listened to teachers, assisted in prep· 
arations and cleaning, participated wholeheartedly in 
activities, adjusted to necessary rules~ach doing his 
part to create an ever-jnel'easing atmosphere of unity 
and harmony. An excellent assemb1age of teachers, in. 
cluding Auxiliary Board members and other capable 
Baha'is, shared their special knowledge of the Faith 
with the friends. 

Northwest Children's Conference 
The Northwest Children's Conference held two ses

sions for the first time this year. The first session in 
Astoria, Oregon, the original site of the Conference, had 
eighty-five people in attendance. The second session in 
Leaburg, Oregon, had fifty-six people including children 
and adults. 

In both schools, classes were held for all ages from 
children aged three thrDugh fourteen to adults. They 
participated in study, devotions, arts and crafts, recrea
tion and much Baha'i community living. The purpose of 
the school was to enable children to experience Baha'i 
commW1ity living and to attend Baha'j classes. For 
adults it was an opportunity to share in child education, 
and to learn why and how children's classes should be 
held. 

South Florida School 
An outstanding feature of the South Florida Baha'i 

Summer School, held July 2-5 in Dade County ncar 
Miami at Camp Owaissa Bauer, was the active involve
ment of adults in the fascinating course t "Faith in 
Action", provided by the Natlonal Baha'i Schools Com· 
mittee and enhanced by two capable teachers who al
ternated sessions. Diversity of approaches to the subject 
and supplementary materials from the Teachings did 
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much to stimulate real interaction and active learning. 
Another high pOint was a "Fun Night" which featured 

a "Baha.'i Qujz Show" staged in TV fashion, carefully 
researched, enthusiastically played by members from 
nine different communities, cheered on by spectators, 
and culminating in a prize-a Baha'i book of his choice 
for the winner. The evening ended with dancing for 
evel'yone from tots to elderly. 

Southern California Scbool 
The Southern California Baha'i Summer School held 

its Eighth Annual Session July 3-10 at Idyllwild Pines 
Camp high in the beautiful San Jacinto Mountains. 

In addition to morning classes whkh were stimulat
ing and thought provoking, there were elective classes 
and workshops in the afternoon. These were followed by 
planned recreational activities including SWimming 

Fujita and- companions, taken at the Oklahoma-Texas Baha'i 
Summer School. 

CotlijeT Hill SUmmer Schoot, July 2·5, 1971. A view Of the 
pavilion where classes were held. 

",'I ""<5fT 
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At th.e South. Florida SummeT School, Dade County. near Miami. 

and other sports and games. One youth class produced a 
daily camp news bulletin called, BUnity Press". 

The after-dinner campfire was a time for family to
getherness. Each early evening program was planned 
by children of different ages, with both adults and chil
dren participating in skits, songs, and "fun things". 

The deeply moving observance of the Commemora
tion of the Martyrdom of The Bab was a spiritual high
light of this year's Summer School. 

Conifer Hill School 
The Third Conifer Hill Summer School, under the 

auspices of the Rocky Mountain Baha'i Schools Com
mittee, was held July 2-5. One-hundred-forty friends 
from Michigan, Illinois, Iowa, Texas, Wisconsin, Okla
homa, Nebraska, Wyoming, and Colorado enjoyed the 
exhilarating mountain air, stimulating classes, and 
warm fellowship which prevailed. The weather was such 
that eating under the trees and sleeping under brilliant 
stars increased the pJeasure. Even the classes, which 
were varied and received with great enthusiasm, were 
held in an open paVilion in the meadow. 

Arizooa--New Mexico School 
The First Arizona-New Mexico Baha'i Summer School 

was held August 1-7 at the Blue Triangle YWCA Camp 
in the Manzano Mountains seventeen miles east of 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. This historic first session 

South Florida SummeT School, h.eld near Miami. 

was blessed with beautiful surroundings, ideal weather? 
fine teachers, and responsive attendees united in their 
opportunities to make the week a memorable experience 
in Baha'I living. The facilities were simple, even primi
tive, but the contributions of the volunteers who helped 
make camp living comfortable and meals delightful 
more than made up for any physical limitations of the 
camp. The three Auxiliary Board members who at
tended were a great inspiration to those attending. 

Northwest Summer Scbool 
The theme for the Northwest Baha'i Summer School 

held at Seabeck, Washington, June 26 to July 2, was 
"Faith in Action". Using the materials prepared by the 
National Baha'i Schools Committee, the course was pre
sented to every age group with special adaptations for 
the pre-school and primary children's classes. In addi
tion, there were inspiring sessions on The Covenant, 
Baha'i Morality, Administration and the Baha'i Com
munity, and anecdotes of Baha'i teachers' experiences 
for youth and adults. Children's faces glowed with hap
piness as a result of the excellence of the classes and 
planned activities which filled each day. 

Special events included two separate evening panels 
which shared the excitement of Mass Teaching and the 
Jamaica Conference with the friends. A glorious spirit 
of cooperation and partiCipation permeated the school 
with a good balance between deepening and social ac~ 
tivities. 

Davison School 
The fortieth year of the Davison Baha'i Summer 

School saw a fuU and varied program, intensive study of 
the Teachings, and significantly increased attendance. 
A new technique, using a teacher-leader and an assis
tant resource person, was introduced to stimulate class 
discussions and thinking. Several very interesting work
shops were incorporated into the program as well as the 
increased use of visual aids. 

A highlight of one session was the visit of Hand of the 
Cause, Mr. 'All-Akbar Furutan, who spoke to an over
flow audience twice daily on "Topics from the Old and 
New Testaments and the Qur'im". Mr. Furutan also held 
an open question and answer period during his last 
class. 

The school was climaxed by the traditional Labor Day 
Homecoming Weekend which was focused on the timely 
and vital subject of mass teaching. This was ably led by 
Mr. George Frye and Mrs. Kay Harris sharing their 
experiences of mass teaching in the South. The friends 
at the school capped the weekend with mass teaching in 
various neighboring towns, culminating with eight dec
larations in the Vassar area. 

Rocky Mountain School 
The Rocky Mountain Baha'i Summer School was held 

at Lion's Camp in the Beartooth Mountains, Montana, 
August 22-28. Seventy~nine radiant, prayerful souls-

r 



adults, youth, and children-worked together to make 
this first Baha'j Summer School in Montana one long to 
be remembered. 

The classes were all most inspiring with fun partici
pation. Still, there was free time for conversation, hik
ing, study, consultation, and meditation. After the eve
ning class, there was much singing, fellowship, and 
prayers. 

Registrations showed that nine states were repre
sented. On the last evening a talent show waS given with 
the youngest to the oldest person participating. This was 
truly a rewarding and memorable week for all who 
attended. 

Georgia-Alabama School 
The Georgia-Alabama Baha'i Summer School was 

held July 3·6 at Camp John Hope near Fort Valley, 
Georgia. Seminar groups covered material ranging 
from the importance of the Baha'i Revelation to the 
Baha'i way of life, and finishing with the fWlctioning of 
the Local Spiritual Assembly. Dwight Allen excited 
everyone with his conception of the changing, expanding 
role of the Local Spiritual Assembly while Thelma 
Thomas gave an understanding presentation about the 
Guardian. 

The highlight of the school was the holding of an 
evening meeting in the nearby town of Marshallville in 
the back of a general store. Many Baha'is live there who 
were brought in by mass teaching, so this created an 
opportunity for Baha'is from different states, back
grounds, experiences and races to meet t.ogether. 

Canadian Summer School at Clinton, British Columbia 
From fifty-four locaJities in the United States and 

Canada, Baha'is came to the Canadian Baha'i Summer 
School, held from August 15 to 21 at Clinton, British 
Columbia. Those in attendance numbered around 200 
persons. Before the school ended, six new declarations 
weremade. 

After the school, two who attended were approached 
in a laundromat by two tourists from California who 

were eager to learn about the Faith. Before the evening 
was over they had made their declarations then stayed 
for another day of intensive teaching. They were sent off 
with books and pamphlets and names of Baha'is to meet 
in their travels. When the CHnton believers heard again, 
these new friends had visited in Prince George, were 
aglow with the Faith and were constantly being 
deepened. 



Summer School in Dublin, Ireland 
BaM'i Summer School held in Dublin, Ireland in July 11-29, 
1971 sponsored by the National Spiritual Assembly oj the British 
Isle;. Some of the friends from six countries are shown. Mrs. 
Hryrace HoHey is in the center. 

-,.~ ....... , 
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Baha'i Women in Vietnam 
About seventy Baha'i women throughout the country 

met in Saigon on September 5, 1971 to discuss "The Role 
of Women Baha'is in Society Today". On this occasion, 
various matters concerning teaching, consolidation, 
contribution, education, social welfares were studied. 

A Women's Committee was established with these 
duties: 
1) To assist in deepening and orgamzmg the Baha'i 

women throughout the country. 
2) To teach the women, to educate the children. 
3) To organize social activities such as to assist the 

poor, the sick 01' the victims of war I of flood etc. 

Events in Chile 
Copiapo, Chile: New Bahei'is in this city opened three months 
eaT[ier shown with Counsellor Athos Costas and pioneer Mark 
Schreiber. There are thirty-two new Baha'is' on the Island of 
Mocha, enro[led when Spanish-speaking Kathleen Meyer re
cently visited theTe tOT a week. 

CHILE: The Bahn'{ summer school held at Penn B!anca, taken 
on October 12, 1971. Included are Counsellor Athos Costas and 
pioneer Mark Schreiber. 

" 
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Continental Boari 0/ CounJellorJ ' :J)eepellin'J Conference 
til oflule Rock, ArkulIJuJ 

By Allan Ward 

The Continental Board of COWlsellors for North Amer
ica held a Deepening Conference in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
on November 26, 27 and 28. It attracted more than 500 
people from thirty states and four other countries. The 
speakers included Hand of the Cause Mr. Zikru'llah 
Khildem, Continental Board of Counsellor's member 
Miss Edna True, 1'lational Spiritual Assembly represen
tative Miss Magdalene Carney, and Auxiliary Board 
members Mrs, Jane McCants, Mr. Paul Pettit, Miss 
Thelma Thomas, and Mrs. Velma Sherrill. Along with 
its broad spectrum of deepening themes, it included the 
commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the passing 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha. Coverage of the conference was fea
tured on television new casts and covered by the news
papers. 

Publicity and Preparation 
Dm'ing the days prior to the conference, several things 

happened that seemed to foretell its jmpact not only on 
those in attendance, but on the city in which it was held. 
A local radio station has a calendar of events around the 
world. An announcer read off the list for November 12, 
and asked listeners to vote for the event they would like 
to hear more about so they could place a long-distance 
phone call to the place of that activity, and broadcast the 
conversation. One of the events listed was the birth of 
Baha'u'llah, which received more votes than any other. 
The station phoned the Baha'i Public Information Office 
in Wilmette and talked with Tony Pelle. The announcers 
mentioned the coming broadcast of the call all day long 
and the discussion of Bah<i'u'Ilah's birthday was heard 
throughout the region. 

Having just received a copy of the Baha'i Peace Pro
gTam, Governor of Arkansas, Dale Bumpers had just 
sen! this reply: 

HThank you for sending me the Baha'i Peace Program. 
I became familiar with the Baha'i some years ago in 
Chicago. I visited the very beautiful Baha'i Temple and 

thought it was great." Signed, Dale Bumpers, Governor 
of Arkansas. 

Then 10,000 copies of the monthly publication of 
Arkansas Enterpri,.;;es for the Blind in Little Rock were 
sent out including a photograph and explanation of the 
presentation by the Local Assembly of Braille Baha'i 
books to the agency's library. And on the day of the 
opening of the conference, a letter to the editor appeared 
in the major newspaper which spoke of the "Revelation" 
that included the "outpoUl'ing of the Holy Spirit from 
1863 to 1892" and pointed out "this is an historical fact 
and you have in your press library a book that contains 
this history: God Passes By, adding that anyone who 
reads it "will get a true picture of the Day in which we 
are living ... " It was written by Mr. Homer Holmes, 
who pioneered to Arkansas twenty·eight years ago and 
has become familiar to readers in the area with his let
ters which often boldly proclaim the principles and name 
the centraJ figures of the Faith, Baha'is holding a com
memoration of the Day of the Covenant the day before 
the conference in a newly opened area outside of Little 
Rock reported a group of new declarations. 

In such an atmosphere of public attention and with the 
weeks of pre-planning by the Local Spiritual Assembly of 
Little Rock, and the excitement of arrival of carloads of 
Baha'is from far and near, the conference convened on 
Friday night, November 26, at the auditorium of Phil
ander Smith College, a school where Hand of the Cause 
Louis Gregory had spoken in years past. Hardly had the 
conference begun than one of the college students from 
Africa, who had been talking with the Baha'is as they 
arrived declared his Faith. 

Opening of tbe Conference 
The conference was opened by Mr. Albert J. Porter, 

Chairman of the Local Spiritual Assembly and Confer
ence Coordinator. He introduced the evening's chairm·an, 
Mrs. Sherrill. After stirring music and devotional read-
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ings, Mrs. Sherrill pointed out that the purpose of any 
conterence must be to think in the direction of offering 
God's teachings to the world, Mr. 151uidem spDke of this 
as an historic occasion and of the station of . Abdu'l-Baha 
and of how we must beseech to serve Baha'u'lhih with 
all our time and resources_ Miss True extended greetings 
from the Continental Board of Counsellors. Miss Carney, 
in her word of greeting from the National Spirit.ual As
sembly said she was "glad to be here-this is home." 
And the four Auxiliary Board members were introducefl. 

Miss True spoke on the Baha"1 Covenant, describing the 
line of authority from the Bah, Baha'u'llah, 'Abdu'l-Bahit., 
Shoghi Effendi, to The Universal House of Justice, dealing 
in the second part of her address with the part of the 
individual in the Covenant. Afterwards Mrs. Sherrill 
asked the new believers who had enrolled during the 
past year to stand, and about half of the audience arose. 

After the session the friends I'eturned to their hotel 
rooms. with many enjoying the hospitality of the local 
friends who opened up their homes. Some had as many 
as thirty people spread out in sleeping bags across living 
rooms and bedrooms. Even in the homes many sang and 
prayed together and deepened from the Writings. 

Saturday morning's newspaper announced, "Baha'is 
Holding Three-day Meeting In Little Rock," .and indi
cated that "The conference proposes to 'deepen the 
Baha'js in their understanding and application of the 
Baha'i Teachings of service to mankind." It mentioned 
the regional and international growth of the Faith, the 
commemoration of 'Abdu'l-Baha's passing, and the posi
tion of Baha'u'llah. As the Saturday morning session 
began, a reporter from another newspaper came and 
began a coverage by attending the session and inter
viewing persons for more than two h-oul"s. 

After devotions and music, Mr. Khadem spoke of the 
life of Shoghi Effendi, sharing the intimate stories that 
vividly portrayed episodes in the life of the Guardian, 
and at the conclusion, at the request of the audience, Mr. 
Khadem led the singing of a song in Persian. 

All of the persons attending massed on the steps of the 
college administration building for the conference photCt-
graph. In the afternoon, Mrs. Sherrill discussed the devd
opment of the Administrative Order; Miss Carney de
scribed The Universal House of Justice and the Nine Year 
Plan; Miss Thomas spoke of the need for universal par
ticipation; Mr. Pettit discussed the need for teaching 
the m'asses; and Mrs. McCants drew word pidures of 
'Abdu'l-Baha as the Perfect Teacher. The afternoon talks. 
were punctuated with the lights and cameras of local 
television stations filming the conference for the evening 
newcasts. During the question period, Mr. E:l1ftdem re
sponded to inquiries concerning the Tablet of Carmel. 

During the dinnel' break, many of those attending the 
conference watched the 6:00 p.m. newscast which showed 
the hundreds of people attending the conference and 
conduded with an interview with Mr. Khadem. The 
comprehensive and accurate coverage was-handled by 
the weekend newscaster for the NBC outlet, Mr. Tom 
Collier. a Baha'i. 

Commemoration of rhe 
Passing of 'Abdu'l-Baha 

The special evening session, lasting from 8:00 p.m. 
through 1:30 a.m. concentrated entirely on 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
commemorating the 50th anniversary of His passing. 
Mrs. McCants began with a presentation on the life and 
station of the Master, pointing out that as the Bab's 
Revelation waS announced in 1844, the Person to carry 
forward the new Teachings was born at that very tlme. 
Dr. Allan Ward continued the evening with slides depict
ing the life of 'Abdu'l-Baha from the time of His bil'th 
to His passing re1ating it to the world events throughout 
these years. 

In the major address of the evening, MI'. Khadem said 
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of ·Abdu·I-Bah.:i, "Every moment of His life is signif
icant," and concluded the stirring presentation by saying 
of Baha'u'lLah and 'Abdu'l-Baha, "What a Father; what 
a Son!" The beautiful devotional readings concluded with 
the Tablet of VisitatiDn for the Center of the Covenant, 
in that intense atmosphere of unified love that is a taste 
of the new world being born. While the conference was 
still in session, the 10;00 newscast on two television chan
nels broadcast a report, filmed earlier, including inter
views with pioneers in attendance. 

Sunday morning's newspapers brought an articJe that 
described the conference and spoke of the rapid growth 
of the Faith in Arkansas in recent months. 

The conference continued on Sunday morning with Mrs. 
Sherrill's discussion of the Plan of God and the Plan of 
the Baha'is. Miss Carney continued by speaking of the 
position of the Local Spiritual Assemblies. This was fol~ 
lowed by Mr. Pettit's presentation on the Baha'i law 
-:>f consultation, and Miss Thomas' description of the 
response the individual can give to the -call of Baha~ 
u'llah, "if thou lovest My beauty ... " 

MI'. Pettit extended the thanks of all in attendance to 
all the participants, and to the host assembly for its ar
rangements. He called attention to the fact that Howard 
Colby Ives, who first met IAbdu'I-Baha in 1912 and re
corded his experiences in the book Portals to Freedom. 
had, in his last pioneering venture of his life, established 
the Faith in Arkansas, and was buried just outside Little 
Rock. Among the believers in attendance were Mrs. 
Robbie Wilson, the first Arkansas Baha'i taught by Mr. 
Ives and Mrs. Almo Lockheart, also taught by Mr. Ives, 
who has been actively participating in the mass teaching 
activities although she was born several years before 
Baha'u'llah's passing. 

As the last moments of the conference approached, and 
the friends longed for it somehow to continue longer, 
Miss True and Mr. Iihadem addressed their last loving 
words to the friends. Then, standing hand in hand, every
one sang "AWih-u-Abha," as a believer came forward to 
volunteer for pioneering services. 

The friends began the journey back to their commu
nities with renewed love in their hearts, and the inspiring 
words still ringing in their ears, grateful that Baha'u'llah 
had given them the bounty of belonging to such a Baha'j 
family as this, and for 'Abdu'l-Baha as their Exemplar. 

The Reli-pops of Europe 

The ReJi-pop show consists of a group of four young 
traveling teachers who sing and play and give the Mes
sage. They appeared in Switzerland, Austria, Liechten
stein and Germany this past summer. They played for 
firesides or in public, and were flexible and spontaneous, 
but their playing was intended for the individual lis
tener. Eadi Hugo, Dick and Reza are all from different 
countries, and former members of the "Dawn-Break
ers." 

Eddi told this story: 
"In Liechtenstein we were on a large square singing a 

few Baha'i songs when a big tourist bus stopped nearby. 
One t01d us a member of the tourist group happened to 
be a Baha. 'i, who was on her wayan foot to join the group 
at the square. When our friend who happened to be a 
black American arrived there was an indescribable 
greeting. For her fellow vacationers it was incompre
hensible that a member of their group could be greeted 
in such a loving manner in a foreign country_ The whole 
bus was immediately put at our disposal with its loud 
speake)' system and we had a fireside. n 

The Reli-pops planned t-o conclude their programs by 
presentations at Wuppertal and Cologne. 

.......... -
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Summer School, Hustedt, Germany 
The German summer school was held in Hustedt, a 

small village in the north of Germany. There were 
seventy-five participants from all over Germany. 
Among these people were members of the youth com
mittees called specially for a meeting with Continental 
Board of Counsellor member. Betty Reed, to help 
launch the two year youth campaign in Germany by 
preparing specific goals to take to the European Youth 
Conference in Fiesch, Switzerland. There were many 
other youth, children. and adults. Auxiliary Board mem
ber, Anna Grossman and Chairman of the National 
Spiritual Assemhly of the Baha'is' of Germany. Dr. 
Bozorg Hemmati, attended. 

More than half of the participants became involved in 
mass teaching efforts in the surrounding areas. Betty 
Reed suggested that the afternoon time be utilized in 
team effort. After prayers for success the teams went 
out into the area, and set about to share the Message of 
Baba'u'llah. 

This transference 'Of words and principles into action 
had its effect. It brought upon the summer school many 
confirmations. About 600 people were contacted in word 
or writing. How far reaching the effect of this wonderful 
time .in Hustedt will be only time can show us. We shall 
pray that from these days and from this work the heart 
of northern Germany shaIl be set aflame with the love of 
God. 

Counsellor Betty Reed, with the German Youth Committee at 
the Hustedt, Germany summer school. 

Participants in the summer 8choo~ held in HU8tedt. Germany, July 17-25, 1971. 

...... ,--
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Baha'i News

Forty Years Ago 
Issue No. 57 of BAHA'f NEWS for December 1931 had as 

its first item: "The Guardian Has Called Us to Full 
Maturity". The National Spiritual Assembly initiated a 
series of letters to be read at Feasts, related to the "New 
Plan for Unified Action" and quoted the Guardian in his 
Message of the year before, The World Order of Bahti'u'
!Icih: 

"It is an occasion for every believer to deepen his 
inner life, attain a higher standard of devotion and 
sacrifice. and bring order in his daily affairs. As the 
world plunges further into confusion and chaos, emer
gencies will continue to arise, until the friends of God 
are united and wholly active in their services to the 
Cause." 

In the editorial we find: "The present economic depres
sion has little to do with our success or failure .... " 

Attendance at the public meetings in Foundation Hall 
of the Temple was reported as increaSing. A large group 
of students from Northwestern University came to the 
Temple after 10 o'clock and remained until midnight. 
Speakers in Foundation Hall in October (1931) were 
Miss Pearl Easterbrook of Peoria. Illinois; Mrs. Corinne 
True, and Dr. Zia Bagdadi; and for November Mrs. 
Sarah Walrath was added. Mr. Edward Struven guided 
the friends through a tour of inspection of the newly 
installed machinery fDr heating and ventilating the 
Temple. 

A letter from the Guardian to Mrs. Corinne True 
confirmed the accuracy of statements she made after 
returning from Haifa, and in addition he wrote: "Your 
staunch, unswerving faith, your boundless devotion and 
assiduous care to preserve the integrity and extend the 
bounds of the Cause, are among the most richly valued 
assets that the Faith of Bahit'u'!1ah has in that land. 
Every visit you pay us in Haifa serves to confirm this 
conviction." Among the statements brought back by 
Mrs. True were some concerning the Baha'i Holy Days 
-"As to the Day of the Covenant (Fete Day of 'Abdu'l
BaM) the celebration of November 26th as the Day of 
the Covenant should be observed by the believers 
throughout the world." 

Miss Martha Root spent an exceedingly busy summer 
(1931). She addressed gatherings at Harvard University, 
Boston University, University of New Hampshire and 
Green Acre, and made plans to sail from New York for 
Europe the third week in January. 

BahdJu'lhih and the New Era waS translated by Mrs. 
Teresina G. Campani and Mrs. Emogene Hoagg into the 
Italian language. 

The January 1932 BAHA'; NEWS carried the story of 
teaching in the heart of Dixie. In response to the wish 
which was expressed by the Guardian for a white and 
black Baha'i teacher to go together into the South, four 
persons undertook such travel. Philip A. Marangella of 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire and Chauncey Northern of 
New York, a wonderful singer, spent a fortnight touring 
the South by molor. At Richmond University they were 
received by Dr. Samuel C. Mitchell, who had met 
'Abdu'l-Bahit at the Lake Mohonk Peace Conference 
and had given the Message on many platforms. Mr. 
MarangelJa spoke at the University of South Carolina at 
Columbia, and in the same city, at Allen University and 
Benedict College. At Orangeburg, they appeared at 
Claflin University and State College. The singing of Mr. 
Northern added charm to these occasions. They also 
appeared at Enfield, North Carolina at Bricks Junior 
College, under the American Missionary ASSOCiation, 
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The Wilmette H01L3e oj Worship, showing the stage of comtruc
tion it had reached by the winter Of 1931-32, fOTty years ago. 

where the President and his wife had been Baha'is for 
many years, and have welcomed Baha'i teachers. 

In December 1931 Willard J. McKay of Pittsburgh and 
Louis G. Gregory of Atlanta (after his passing named a 
Hand of the Cause) spent eighteen days together, travel~ 
ing mosUy by bus and usually sharing the same room in 
a manner running counter to local tradition. There was 
not a single unpleasant incident, which they attributed 
to divine guidance and protection. At Tuskegee Insti
tute, Tuskegee, Alabama, seven meetings were arranged 
for their three-day stay. Dr. George W. Carver, noted 
scientist declared that the Baha'i way was the only way 
to unite humanity. 

When the team of McKay and Gregory arrived at the 
Normal, Alabama State Institute for Colored Youth, two 
teachers had just been attacked by white hoodlums so 
that one teacher died a few hours later. Tills circum
stance heightened interest in the Baha'i message, and 
besides the chapel meeting, a special faculty meeting 
was called to hear more about the Faith. 

At Nashville, Tennessee they appeared at Fisk Uni~ 
versity before five different groups. A student showed 
the travelers a thesis of 3,000 words about the BaM', 
Teachings which he wrote and used as a commencement 
address. The Jewish librarian asked that a Baha'i group 
be started, which was seconded by the Curator, who had 
met 'Abdu'l-Baha in New York. 

At Clarksburg, West Virginia a high school teacher 
arranged a meeting at his home and Dne at his school. 
The team appeared twice in Louisville, Kentucky at a 
church. At the University of Cincinnati, they were en
tertained at luncheon by Dr. W. O. Brown of the Depart
ment of Sociology who said of the effort to remove race 
prejudice: "Such a stand is now growing respectable ... 
When such work started in the South it had to be behind 
closed doors." 

T 
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BAHA'I NEWS subscription is $6.00 per year in the United 
States and Canada, and combined with WORLD ORDER is 
$9.00. Those living in other countries should enquire from 
their National Spiritual Assembly. 

Subscription Service 
415 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091 

Special Days in Liberia 
Members of the Local Baha'i commWlity of Monrovia 

and of the National Assembly of Liberia were wen rep
resented at the 26th Anniversary observance of the 
United Nations nay program held on October 24, 1971 at 
the Centennial Memorial Pavilion in Monrovia. It was 
attended by about 2,000 persons, including officials of 
the government, and prominent persons. The program 
was broadcast live over the national radio network. 

Collaborating with the Baha'is on this occasion was a 
representative of the Liberian United Nations Associa
tion, and the Department of Education. There was excel
lent news coverage. Mr. William Enoanyi. Secretary of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of West Africa, in his 
introductory remarks told of the Teachings of Baha'u'l
lah related to world peace. 

The fol1owing evening the TV network of the nation 
showed "And His Name Shall Be One", which brought 
many inquirers. 

A well-attended meeting held at the National Head
quarters of the Baha'is of South and West Africa yielded 
outstanding results in promoting interest among youth 
and st.imulating their ideas about world peace. Partici
pating in the program were Baha'i and non-Baha'i stu
dents in a panel discussion. This was fallowed by a talk 
by Mr. Jamshid Fanaiyan. Vice-Chairman of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly. 

Afterwards, the meeting broke up into smaller discus
sion groups which lasted late into the evening. Baha'i 
Teachings related to peace were well publicized in the 
press. 
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BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee: Mrs. Evelyn Hardin. Managing Editor; Miss Charlotte 
Linfoot, National Spiritual Assembly Representative; Mr. Rexford C. Parmelee, Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee. 

Material must be received by the twenty-fifth of the second month preceding date of issue. Address: Baha'i News Editorial 
Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 60091, U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to Membership and Records, National Baha'i Center. 112 Linden Avenue, WH
mette. Illinois. U.S.A. 6009l. 


	BN Dec 67 - Dec 68
	BN451-490.pdf
	USBN ISSUES 451-455
	USBN ISSUES 456-460
	USBN ISSUES 461-465
	USBN ISSUES 466-470
	USBN ISSUES 471-475
	USBN ISSUES 476-480 - Copy
	USBN ISSUES 481-485
	USBN ISSUES 486-490


