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AUXILIARY BOARD 
FOR AFRICA 

Mr. Musa Banani, Hand of the 
Cause for the Continent of Africa, 
has appointed the following Auxil
iary Board: Elsie Austin, Valerie 
Wilson, John Robarts, William Sears, 
John Allen, Jalal NaJ>biavimi, 'Aziz 
YazdI, Mul).a;mmad Mustapha, 'Ali 
NaJIDjavimi. 

WORLD CRUSADE 
SECOND PHASE 

Beloved Friends: 
The Guardian's Convention Mes

sage, published last month, con
cludes with his summary of the 
tasks to be undertaken in the second 
phase of the Ten Year Plan. Our 
collective success depends upon the 
fidelity with which we pursue these 
important tasks. 

We quote two paragraphs from 
this Message: 

"The opening phase of this· gigan
tic, divinely propelled, world-encir
cling Crusade has been triumphantly 
concluded. The success crowning the 
initial stage in its unfoldment has 
exceeded our fondest expectations. 
The most vital and spectacular ob
jective of the Ten Year Plan has 
been virtually attained ere the term
ination of the first year of this dec
ade-long stupendous enterprise. The 
second phase, now auspiciously ush
ered in, must witness, in all the ter
ritories of the planet, whether newly 
opened or not, an upsurge of activity 
which, in its range and intensity, 
will excel the exploits which have 
so greatly enlarged the limits, and 
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noised abroad the fame, of the Cause 
of GOd. 

'."The energetic and systematic 
prosecution of the all important 
teaclW;Jg work both at home and 
abroa~ designed to increase rapidly 
the number of the avowed and ac
tive supporters of the Faith; the 
preservation, at any cost, of the 
prizes so laboriously won in the far 
flung, the numerous and newly 
opened territories of the globe; the 
maintenance, by every available 
means, of the status of local Spirit
ual Assemblies already established 
throughout the Baha'i world; the 
steady multiplication of isolated cen
ters, of groups and of local Assem
blies in order to hasten the emer
gence of no less than forty-eight Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies in both 
the Eastern and Western Hemi
."pheres; the prompt conclusion of 
negotiations for the purchase of sites 
for future Baha'i Temples in the 
America:n, the European, the Asia
tic and the African continents; the 
initiation of Funds for the establish
ment of National I:Ia~iratu'l-Quds in 
the capital cities of the Sovereign 
States and in the chief cities of the 
Dependencies specifically mentioned 
in the Plan; the speedy fulfillment of 
the task undertaken for the transla
tion and publication of Baha'i litera
ture in the languages allocated, un
der that same Plan, to various Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies; the 
continued acquisition of Baha'i Holy 
Places in Baha'u'llah's native land; 
the adoption of preparatory meas
ures for the construction of the 
Ma!iliriqu'l-Adhkars of rihran and of 
Frankfurt; the establishment of the 
first Dependency of the Ma1illriqu'l
Adhkar in Wilmette; the inaugura
tion of Natjonal Baha'i endowments 
designed to pave the way for the 
formation of National Spiritual As
semblies: the lending of a fresh im
petus to the incorporation of local 
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Spiritual Assemblies; the establish
ment of Baha'i Publishing Trusts
these stand out as the essential ob
jectives of the phase now unfolding 
before the eyes of the Baha'i com
mtulities in ~he five continents of the 
globe!' 

It is to appeal for this jjupsurge of 
activity" and its direction into the 
right channels, that the National 
Spiritual Assembly concentrates its 
attention in this communication to 
American Baha'is. 

We realize that Shoghi Effendi sent 
this same Message to aIr Baha'i Con
ventions this year, and therefore his 
summary of tasks includes projects 
of other national Baha'i communities 
as well as our own. For American 
Baha'is, and for all Baha'is alike, 
the tasks enumerated for the second 
phase are: 

1. Increase rapidly the number of 
Baha'i workers. 

2. Preserve the pioneer prizes we 
have won in virgin areas allotted to 
the United States and occupied last 
year. . 

3. The maintenance of local As
sembly status in all cities where it 
has been established. 

4. The steady multiplication of iso
lated believers, groups and local As
semblies in all areas where National 
Spiritual Assemblies are to be 
formed during the World Crusade. 
For American Baha'is this means 
Alaska, the republics of Central and 
South America, South and West 
.Alrica, Europe, Japan and the South 
Pacific Islands. 

5. Complete arrangements for pur~ 
chase of Temple sites. Sites have al
ready been purchased in Panama 
and Johannesburg, leaving sites to 
be purchased in Stockholm, Rome 
and Santiago. 

6. The establishment of Funds for 
National Baha'i Headquarters in 
capital cities of Sovereign States and 
in chief cities of listed Dependencies. 
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For the United States this means 
Anchorage, Brussels, Copenhagen, 
Helsingfors, Johannesburg, Lisbon, 
Luxembourg, Madrid, Oslo, Stock
holm. Suva, The Hague, Tokyo. 

7. Translation of Baha'i literature 
into the languages assigned to the 
United States. 

8. Construction of the first. acces
sory building of the House of Wor
ship in Wilmette. 

9. The inauguration of National 
Baha'i endowments intended to pre
pare for the form a tion of the new 
National Assemblies. 

10. Expedite the legal incorpora
tion at local Assemblies. 

11. The establishment of a Publish
ing Trust. 

Beloved friends! The conquest of 
pioneer areas last year was indeed 
spectacular. These eleven tasks are 
far more formidable undertakings, 
not to be achieved by heroic indi
viduals but dependent upon a great 
new impetus felt throughout the en
tire American Baha'i Community. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AssEMBLY 

EIGHT BAHA'I HEADQUARTERS 
U. S. Project for World Crusade 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has received a directive from the 
Guardian which assigns for the 
American believers a weighty and 
important project for the second year 
of the Ten Year Plan. 

We are to take steps to purchase 
a I.Ia.iratu'I-Quds in the following cit
ies: Anchorage, Alaska; Lima, Peru; 
Johannesburg, SOuth Africa; Bern, 
Switzerland; Panama City, Panama; 
Tokyo, Japan; Rome, Italy; Suva, 
Fiji Islands. 

These should not be elaborate 
structures, but modest houses which 
can serve at present as local Hazira
tu'l-Quds but which will be c~verted 
into National1:ia~iratu'l-Quds as soon 
as National Assemblies are formed. 

Beloved friends! This far-reaching 
and dramatic undertaking involves 
very important considerations. 

First, we note tremendous accele
ration in the rate of Baha'i progress. 
The Baba'is of the United States and 
Canada did not have a Haziratu'l
Quds until 1939, though a n~ti~nal of
fice had been maintained since 1925. 

Second, we note the diversity of 
the places assigned to the Baha'is of 
the United States-three in the West
ern Hemisphere, two in Europe, one 
in Africa, one in the Far East and 
one in the Isles of the Pacific. 

Third. we reflect upon the fact that 

a I;Ia~iratu'l-Quds represents the ac
tive functioning of a national admin
istrative body-the national means 
needed for the release of its powers. 

Fourth, it must surely_ occur to us 
that in this project a considerable in
vestment is involved, representing a 
gift from the American Baha'i com
munity to the new World Order. 

Thus we see the Ten Year Plan in 
its perspective and fulfillment: first, 
teaching; second, consolidation; and 
third, the formation of a new Na
tional Spiritual Assembly. 

Here is a marvelous privilege and 
a mighty challenge. To Wldertake it 
we call upon our inner spirit of faith; 
to carry it out, we augment oUT col
lective powers many-fold. 

This is but the first announcement 
of the project. Plans and information 
will be reported from time to time. 

-NATlONAL SPmrruAL ASSEMBLY 

PIONEERS AND THE RIGHT 
AND DUTY TO TEACH 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
wishes to clarify to the believers 
their right and duty to enter the 
pioneer field. Pioneering is an ap
plication of the principle tmder which 
every Baha.'i has the right and duty 
to deliver the Message. 

However, since pioneering involves 
travel and settlement, the believers 
who can sustain themselves finan
cially are in a different position from 
those who need budgets. Wherever 
budgets are not neeqed, the believer 
is free to go and settle wherever he 
chooses. He needs no special permis
sion or authority to do so. But he 
will surely notify the National Spir
itual Assembly or its Intercontinent
al Teaching Committee of his inten
tion, as a matter of courtesy and 
necessary information, like any re
port of a change of residence. Once 
the National Spiritual Assembly or 
Committee is informed, the believer 
is classified as a pioneer and all pos
sible service rendered. 

It is only in the particular and 
special case where a pioneer settle
ment might adversely affect the 
teaching work - in this case the 
administrative body must act for the 
protection of the Faith. 

Except for this one obvious con
sideration, which is the rare excep
tion, the individual or Baha'i family 
able to pioneer is perfectly free to do 
so and will receive the grateful ap
preciation of all fellow-believers. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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WHAT TRAINING FOR 
THE FUTURE PIONEER? 

Today many Baha'is, especially 
the youth, look forward to living and 
serving the Faith in parts of the 
earth that were practically unknown 
t? us prior to May 1, 1953. A ques
tion that many believers ask is: 
"What kind of educational programs 
should be planned for our children 
and youth who will be the future pio
neers?" 

There is no single answer to this 
important question. In the first 
place, revolutionary changes are 
taking place in everY corner of the 
earth and it is imp·ossible to predict 
today what the next five or ten 
years, or even three years, will 
bring in the realms of politics, eco
nomics, education, scientific and so
cial advancement. 

Some of the countries to which we 
are now carrying the Message of 
Baha'u'llah are among the foremost 
nations according to present stand
ards of civilization, and anyone plan
ning to serve the Faith in those 
places may be guided in his prepara
tions by the needs and opportunities 
existing in our own country. 

There are other countries, how
ever, whose peoples do not yet enjoy 
what the western world regards as 
the basic minimums in daily com
forts and conveniences. Those who 
can go out to live among such peo
ples, to help encourage and stimu
late their initiative and capacities, 
to teach them the basic principles of 
modern agriculture, production, 
health and welfare, are indeed the 
servants of mankind. The following 
suggestions compiled from extensive 
examination of government and oth
er reliable documents. as well as 
from letters by Baha'i pioneers, may 
he of some assistance in plann i ne: 
educational programs for Baha'i 
boys and girls. 

Teachers. All over the world there 
is a shortage of teachers. For the 
particular needs of the Ten Year 
Crusade; there are opportunities 
especially for young men teachers 
of intermediate and high school 
grades who also possess some skill 
in such things. as- simple carpentry. 
tool repair, elementary agriculture, 
poultry raising or animal husbandry. 
Some background in anthropology is 
usually required. Rich opportunities 
for service will be found by those 
teachers who are willing to live in 
isolated, primitive villages and be
come part of the life of the people. 
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Nurses~ Graduate nurses, with na
tive ability to improvise and to ad
just to tmprofessional environments, 
are in great demand, There is need 
in some areas for nurses who have 
had hospital management and ad
ministrative experience, and who 
are qualified to teach and supervise 
native student nurses. 

Doctors. International health or
ganizations occasional1y have open
ings for experts in the field of medi
cine, but because this is a highly 
specialized field here is not the p1ace 
to 'Outline requirements. The various 
intercontinental teaching committees 
will be glad to refer questions to 
Bah.a'i doctors who are qualified to 
supply details. 

Construction workers, carpenters, 
eledricians, tool rep air and automo
tive repairmen. The entire world is 
suffering from lack of housing. Al
most total absence of transportation 
and shipping facilities in some 
areas has made it impossible to se
cure essential building materials. 
The rapid deterioration of wood and 
metal in some climates calls for con
stant preservation and repair. 

Stenographers. This type of work
er can secure a position almost any
where. However, there is decreasing 
disposition on the part of govern
ment agencies to employ stenog
raphers whose transportation must 
be paid to a foreign post. 

AgriculturaJists. There are often 
openings in areas where govern
ments are endeavoring to teach and 
encourage the indigenous people to 
increase production and the variety 
of foods. 

Radio operators and technicians, 
weather foree asters, and similar 
workers are often needed in isola ted 
posts. 

And in many areas beauty shops, 
laundries, dry cleaning' establish· 
ments and shoe repair shops are 
urgently needed. 

Employment opportunities for 
highly specialized workers are not 
numerous in most pioneer areas. 
Government technical aid programs 
will continue to call for the services 
of experts for surveys, pilot studies 
and special experiments, but for the 
most part the need is for the type of 
workers generally to be found in the 
small towns and villages throughout 
our country rather than for special-
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Aerial view of the Shrine of the Bab. The group of cypresses a.t the left of tbe 
clerestory marks the spot on which Baha/u'lliih indica.ted to 'Abdu'l-Bah& this sito 

for the Shrine on Mount Carmel 

ists who tend to congregate in 
thickly populated areas. 

Besides education and training for 
a profession or trade as a means of 
livelihood, prospective Baha'i pio
neers would do well to acquire such 
skills as first aid, home nursing, 
simple handcrafts, simple sewing, 
shoe repair, gardening, as a means 
for contacting and serving people in 
a personal, neighborly way. Knowl
edge of other languages is also heIp-

iul, particularly in areas under the 
control of governments whose offi
cial language is other than English. 

We must dismiss from our minds 
the idea that any American can find 
employment anywhere in the world. 
This is not true today_ In many 
places the employment of non-na
tives .is limited to persons from the 
COWl try that has political jurisdic
tion over that area. Furthermore, 
native peoples themselves have pro-
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gressed in education and experience 
to the point where they are well 
qualified to serve, not only as la
borers, but as primary school teach
ers, practical nurses, office clerks, 
and traders. This is a trend to which 
Baha'is will lend their wholehearted. 
support, particularly in the areas in 
which they pioneer. 

Important as it is to have a trade 
or profession by which to earn a 
living, it is even more essential to 
possess those qualities of character 
and behavior by which the Baha'i 
must be distinguished among men. 
The Guardian has given complete 
guidance for this preparation in The 
Advent of Divine Justice, wherein 
the prospective pioneer will also find 
practical suggestions for all other 
aspects of preparation as well. 
Prepared by Char~otte LinJoot ~t the re
quest of the National SPi-rituat Assembly. 

PILGRIMS' NOTES 
The following reference in a letter 

written on behalf of the Guardian 
was published in BAHA'i NEWS, June 
1927, and is reprinted here at the re
quest of The National Spiritual As
sembly. 

"Regarding the notes taken by pil
grims at Haifa. The Guardian has 
stated that he is unwilling to sign the 
notes of any pilgrim, in order that 
the literature consulted by the be
lievers shall not be unduly ex
tended. . . . This means that the 
notes of pilgrims do not carry the 
authority resident in the Guardian's 
letters written over his. own signa
ture. On the other hand, each pil
grim brings back information and 
suggestions of a most precious char
acter, and it is the privilege of all 
the friends to share in the spiritual 
results of these visits." 

CORRECTIONS IN CABLE 
fROM THE GUARDIAN 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has been directed to make the fol
lowing corrections in the text of the 
Guardian's cable of March 29, pub
lished in the April BAHA', NEWS: 

Second paragraph, first sentence, 
should read: "(This) triumphant 
soul (is) now gathered (to the) dis
tinguished band (of her) co-workers 
. . . " and "Mediterranean (Sea) 
attest the magnificence (of the) 

" 
-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

This precious glimpse of Marlon Jack 
shows the happy, radiant spirit of this 
"immortal heroine." With the picture 
come a few references, in the form of 
pilgrhn's notes, to remarks about :Miss 
.Jack Blade by the 'beloved Guardia.n. 
Their purport is that Miss Jack did not 
bring many believers into the Ca.use, but 
her spirit was very wonderful. She had a 
serenity that was the result of her faith. 
Very few have a.ttained that degree of 
serene faith - confident raitb. • Abdu'l
Baha. used to joke with ber. He called 
her "General Jack". She was a. Canadian 
beUe"i'er and the Canadians should be 

proud of her. 

As directed by the Guardian, a Memorial 
gathering is to be held in the Baba'i 
House of Worship at Wilmette, at 8:00 
P.M. Saturday, July 3, 1954. 
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EIGHTH PIONEER REPORT 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

of the Baha'is of the United States 
is happy to armOlUlce the arrival of 
the following pioneers at their posts 
in World Crusade goal areas. 
ARRIVALS IN VIRGIN AREAS 

Mr. Howard Gilliland arrived in 
Labrador, April 29, 1954. 

Mrs. H. J. Snider arrived in Key 
West, Florida. (no date given) 

Mr. Haig Kevorkian arrived in 
the Galapagos Islands, May 29, 
1954. 
ARRIV AL5 IN CONSOLIDATION AREAS 

Mr. Fred A. Kluss arrived in San
ta Ana, El Salvador, October 15, 
1953. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Robert Moul ar
rived in Ketchikan, Alaska. (ar
rived in Anchorage October 21, 1953, 
now in Ketchikan) 

Miss Margaret Mills arrived in 
San Salvador, El Salvador, January 
24, 1954. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lyall Hadden ar
rived in Pretoria , Union of South 
Africa, March 8, 1954. 

Miss Joan Lozier arrived in Cara
cas, Venezuela, March 16, 1954. 

Miss Marguerite B. Meyer ar. 
rived in Ketchikan, Alaska, March 
17, 1954. 

Miss Arm Ashen arrived in Fair. 
banks, Alaska. (no date given) 

Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Russell ar
rived in Seward, Alaska, in April) 
1954. 

Dr. Alice Kidder arrived in Jo
hannesburg, Union of South Africa, 
in April, 1954. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Walters ar
rived in Casablanca, Morocco, April 
15, 1954. 

Mrs. Isobel Sabri arrived in Dar
es-Salaam, Tanganyika, in April, 
1954. 

Mr. William Sears Jr. (youth) ar
rived in Johannesburg, Union of 
South Africa, in May, 1954. 

NEWS fROM AFRICA 
Through the United States Africa 

Teaching Committee comes the 
news of pioneers in the following 
World Crusade posts: 

From the Trues, George and Peg
. gy, now in the Canary Islands, 
comes the following, written during 
Rigvan: . 

"Now that we have been on this 
island for 6 months and a few days, 
we stop to pause and to take ac
count of ourselves. In spite of var
ious handicaps of language, custom 
and political restrictions, much 
teaching has been done. God has 
been very kind to us and sent us 
three translators, and one knows 
both Spanish and English. For the 
first few months our new friends 
consisted mostly of Americans and 
Enghshmen, because of the Ian. 
guage barrier. Now, however, we 
have a large circle of native ac
quaintances. We had bcen hoping to 
have one declaration by Ri<;lvan, 
and as we are still in the Ri<;lvan 
period, I am hopeful that we might 
have one before May 2nd. Perhaps 
it is because of the many restric
tions here that the people have 
their own very busy grapevine. In 
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any event there are by now sev
eral hundred people, probably, who 
know something about us. We have 
very few books, having brought 
only 8 with us, but what we 
have are well-circulated and well
thumbed," 

Mr. and Mrs. Hope in Angola have 
had their visa extended and are busy 
getting established and acquainted. 
One way they have found to make 
friends and also a little money is 
giving English lessons. They write: 

"We have held a couple of in
formal gatherings and have had 
some good discussions on the Faith. 
One woman, an American, wishes to 
learn more and we are waiting to 
meet with her and her husband, . 
Things appear brighter now that we 
are in Luanda and can make long
range plans. Our hope is a weekly 
fireside or class. We are also hav
ing more contact with the natives 
and may be able to give the mes
sage to a group of them through 
a contact and friend. " 

Miss Ottilie Rhein on Mauritius 
Island writes that she now has a 
residence visa and thus can make 
plans to remain. She writes of the 
place in general: 

HMauritius has no native popula
tion so to speak. One is either de..; 
scended from the 'Master or his 
slaves'. People in government serv
ice rarely ever stay any longer than 
3-5 years. Most everyone is glad to 
get away again and you can't blame 
them after you know what man did 
to Mauritius since his arrival and 
settlement on this island. Several 
years ago they swamped the place 
with electric stoves and all sorts of 
appliances far too heavy for the 
generators. As a result electricity 
is very much curtailed, which 
means spoiled meat and food poi
soning. " 

Bill Foster has recently fine 
from Monrovia, Liberia, where he 
worked so faithfully for two and a 
half years and helped establish the 
Assembly there in April. 1953, to 
Casablanca where he already has 
a position and will soon be joined 
by his wife and children. 

Fred and Beth Laws have been 
in Basutoland 7 months now, have 
traveled over the area extensively 
and become well acquainted with 
the country and many of its people. 
They have been able to show people 
by their acti(lns that their Faith 
means service; deeds, not words 
alone. At one school Fred has built 

and installed a potter's wheel, the 
first such wheel in Basutoland. 
They have made warm and friendly 
contacts at other schools. 

The Allens, John and Valera, 
have been in Swaziland about a 
month and already have driven over 
2000 miles in that area getting fa
miliar with the COWltry and condi
tions. They are already learning to 
speak Zulu and showing slides on 
America at schools there. 

Marguerite Sears was in the U.S. 
briefly this Spring. She left for Jo
hannesburg at the end of May. On 
the subject of pioneering in general 
she told two members of this com
mittee: 

"When one finally gets to his pio
neer post he finds that he is still 
basically the same person. People 
think that some spiritual alchemy 
will change them into new beings 
when they arrive at their pioneer 
posts. This is not the case. They 
find that after the glow of depar
ture has passed~ they have brought 
along with them the same desirable 
and undesirable characteristics 
which they had at home. The ag
gressive ones remain aggressive, 
the passive likewise, and they find 
that their pioneer fellows are the 
same. Study of the Covenant, ac
cording to the Guardian, is the only 
source of the 'fire of the love of 
God' and only through the love of 
God can we love our fellow men. 
In the final analysis when we get 
accustomed to the bad coffee, Or 
strange food and get a job and be
come established, the only thing im
portant is the mass of humanity to 
whom we may talk which gradually 
opens like a flower and eventually 
says 'can I, too, become a 
Baha'i?' " 

Marguerite further explained, and 
we see evidences of this in many 
of the letters from the pioneers, 
that if we are to really succeed in 
these great tasks, the idea which 
must be basic at all times is: how 
to be of real service, in the fullest 
and highest sense, to the people. 

PIONEER LETTERS 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

shares the following passages from 
pioneer letters with the Baha'i com~ 
munity, in keeping with its policy of 
informing the believers about the 
unfoldment of the World Crusade, 
The excerpts cited here are pre
sented in an attempt to give some 
of the incidents which show the- char-
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acter of the newly-opened territories 
and reflect the spirit of the pioneers 
in these far·flung outposts. 

Excerpt. from Pioneer Letters to the 
Africa Teaching Committee 

French Somaliland: Fred Schechter 
spent three months in Djibouti and 
since leaving because of his inability 
to obtain a visa extension is attempt
ing arrangements for an Egyptian 
Baha'i to take up in French Somali
land where he left off. He writes of 
French Somaliland: 

HDjibouti is divided into various 
sections. There is what may be 
termed the European residential 
area; the business part divided into 
Greek o\VIled shops, Indian and Arab 
shops, and the big shipping agencies; 
then there is the Arab quarter; and 
finally. the huge shack-lawn where 
the vast majority of the Somalis 
live. With this diverse population, 
the languages used are also diverse. 
The population can't exceed 25,000, 
and the languages are Arabic, So
mali, French, Greek, Gujarati, Ital
ian, and combinations of all of them. 
Arabic cou1d be considered the lin
gua fr anc a here as it is throughout 
the East, then French. If two pec>
pIe, a Greek and a Frenchman can't 
speak each other's language, they 
speak Arabic. 

"Most of the people are Muslim; 
the rest Roman Catholic or Greek 
Orthodox. There are two fairly large 
mosques and numerous smaller ones 
scattered throughout the city. 
There's one church. 

"Almost the entire population of 
French Somaliland lives in Djibouti. 
There are a few thousand nomadic 
shepherds tending their flocks in the 
hills arotuld the Ethiopian border. 
. . . There's a great potential. If 
the tremendous differences of cul
ture, language, etc., could be 
blended. Djibouti would be a model 
city. 

Northern Territories Protectorate: 
Julius A. G. Edwards from Jamaica, 
pioneering in his brief three months 
at Tamale, Northern Territories of 
the Gold Coast Colony, was able to 
confirm three residents L;'ere who 
are now carrying on as an organized 
group. These new believers have 
written applications to the African 
Committee in such language as the 
following: 

"I humbly beg to apply for ad
mission in the Baha'i Faith. I have 
gone through Bahri'u'llah and the 
New Era, The Dispensation of 
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BahcPu'Hci:h, Your Experience as a 
Baha'i, in study classes with Mr. 
Edwards, and I am. fully satisfied 
with the stations of the following fIg
ures of the Faith:-The Bah as Pre
cursor and Prophet, Baha'u'llah as 
the Prophet of the age, 'Abdu'l
Baha as the Center of the Covenant, 
Interpreter and Exemplar of the 
Faith. 

"I shall be too happy to conform 
to the administrative 'principles set 
forth by 'Abdu'I-BaM which invokes 
Shoghi Effendi as the Guardian. 

HIt is a pleasure to me that Africa 
is not forgotten by bringing this mod
ern Faith to us. This Baha'i. Faith 
embraces all aspects of life. I ex
tend my love to all BaM'is in the 
East and West; I hope that Peace, 
Love and Unity shall prevail." 

Following is an excerpt from a 
subsequent report of this newly·or
ganized Baha'i group which also 
told of local actions taken by the 
group: 

"It was decided th a t regular study 
classes for the group, especially for 
deepening purposes, be held every 
Wednesday at 5:30 P.M. and that 
another class be held each Sunday 
for the benefit of contacts at the 
same hour. 

uMr. Edwards strongly advised 
that there must be team work and 
group action in every step of the 
way, meaning that there must be 
consultation on all matters before 
any action whatsoever is taken on 
decisions, unanimous or by majority 
vote. The meeting adjourned until 
next Sunday at 5:30 P.M." 

Rex and Mary Collison and Dund u
zu Chisiza, R uanda-U rundi 

Ruandn-Urundi, March 11, 1954 
"Our passports have been renewed 
for another 2 years. 

"We seem to have reached the 
limit of English-speaking contacts 
here. Of these we think two will 
probably become Baha'is in time but 
we have found it very difficult for 
various reasons to find time when 
they are able and willing to meet 
with us either in their own homes 
or here. 

"We are not at all discouraged as 
to the eventual progress of the Faith 
in R.-U. Although education is con
spicuously lacking, many people 
hert? are thinking for themselves. 
Many are eager to talk with us di
rectly. Teaching through a transla
tor is most difficult for all concerned. 
He indeed is a rare interpreter who 

doesn't take most of the spirit out of 
anything in transmitting it. Because 
of our inability to get in touch with 
people and talk to them directly, we 
are convinced that someone who 
speaks French should be here with 
us. Isn't there someone, preferably 
a couple Or a m..an, who knows 
French and would like to come to 
this beautiful and rapidly developing 
country? Direct teaching must be 
done sooner or later-the sooner the 
better. 

"Toward the end of January we 
made a trip to Kampala and were 
away three weeks in all. We were 
lucky in having no rains and good 
roads (for Africa) bath ways. Came 
back in record time - almost 600 
miles in 2 days. Du stayed here and 
looked after the house while we were 
away ... It was wonderful seeing 
all our friends again after seven 
rather lonely months." 

Helen and Robert :Miller, J ohannes
burg, Union of South Africa. 

Johannesburg, March, 1954 
"For a number of years, prior to 

the middle of 1953, Reginald Turvey 
of Johannesburg, and Agnes Carey 
of Durban, were the two members 
of the Faith residing in South Africa. 
Since that time Johannesburg has 
become a veritable hub of Baha'i ac
tivity. The first pioneers to arrive 
under the Ten-Year Plan on South 
Africa soil were Bill, Marguerite and 
:l\illchael Sears J who a rri ved in July. 
In August they were followed by 
Bahiylih and Harry Ford, and Ruth 
and Bishop Brown, the latter two 
settling in Durbart. The Sears~ Fords 
and Mr. Turvey organized a group 
in Johannesburg in August. Soon aft~ 
er, the Sears left on an extensive 
and very successful teaching tour of 
Central and East Africa. 

"Teaching has, of necessity, pro
gressed very slowly, due to the in
structions of the Guardian, for the 
conditions for spreading the Faith in 
South Africa are as difficult as any~ 
where in the world. A Sunday eve
ning discussion group at the Fords' 
apartment building was eventually 
turned into a full-fledged Baha'i 
Study Group, out of which twa peo~ 
pIe have e,xpressed a desire to de
clare themselves at the March sec
ond Feast. The death of Harry 
Ford provided a very strong teach
ing medium through the impressive 
Baha', Service, and through the 
Spirit generated ather hearts have 
become receptive, and there are at 
least eight coming to a Fireside to 
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hear John Robarts. Out of this Fire
side, we hope that another class can 
be formed. There were exactly nine
teen at the ftuleral. 

"Bob, Helen, Karen, Bob and 
Gretchen Miller arrived in early De
cember to settle in Johannesburg. 
Baha'i visitors have been coming in 
a steady stream. Frederick and Beth 
Laws were here for a few days, en
route from Kenya to their new post 
in Basutoland. The Lowell Johnsons 
are in Capetown, are very active 
there, and do a splendid job of meet
in g ships and entertaining incoming 
Baba'is. Kenneth, Roberta and Rog
er Christian stayed for several days 
before proceeding to their goal at 
Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia. The 
Bishop Browns have made several 
trips from Durban, the last of which 
was at the time Mr. Brown read the 
funeral service for Harry Ford~ Lyle 
and Eleanor Hadden, arriving in De
cem ber, stayed in Durban for a time, 
visited in Johannesburg, and at the 
present time are seeing friends in 
Southern Rhodesia. The latest addi
tions to the South Africa Baha'i fam
ily. are John, Audrey, Patrick and 
Mma Robarts from Canada, whose 
goal is Bechuanaland. Doris Ballard 
of Colorado and England is expected 
to arrive in this city at any moment, 
and she will live with Bahiyyih Ford. 
Ted Cardell is the only piQneer in 
Southwest Africa, and we keep in 
close touch with him, as Southwest 
Africa and the Union of South Africa 
are together in the Ten-Year Plan. 

"The formation of a Local Spirit
ual Assembly is assured by April. 
How great is the Power of God!" 

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Hope, Angola 

Luanda, FebruaTy 2, 1954 
"I will pioneer to Africa, just a 

few words, one sentence, spoken on 
the platform of the Intercontinental 
Copference in Wilmette. It seemed 
impossible at the time that this 
dream would materialize, yet here I 
sit in a city I had never before !mown 
existed, praising God for the mir
acles He has performed and will 
continue to perform. Laws, customs, 
prejudices, financial limitations, 
]anguage; these are nat barriers for 
Him. 

HAngola is a rich Portuguese col
ony and is being preserved chiefly 
as a suburb of Portugal itself. Its 
laws were enacted to protect Portu
guese Labor and Capital. For an 
American to find work here is al
most impossible tulless specially 
trained, yet if it be the Will 
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of Baha'u'llilh, I shall find employ
ment? thus enabling me to remain 
here as a part of the Ten Year Cru
sade. 

"Here in a European atmosphere 
one can almost forget that a few 
miles away lay the wilds of Africa. 
While many natives can be seen 
daily in the streets of Luanda, clad 
in their native garments! also to be 
seen are those who have become part 
of the Portuguese society and are 
grantea citizenship. Class prejudice 
is more dominant here than color 
prejudice as known in the United 
States. 

HThe natives are quite docile and 
are brought in from the bush to per
form aU the manual labor. One gets 
the impression that he is back. in 
the slave years of America while 
wa tching them work. There is little 
joy in their lives and they appear 
resignedly to accept their fate. Many 
of their ancestors actually were 
slaves as the bulk of the slaves 
shipped to America and Brazil came 
from Portuguese Angola. 

"It is so apparent that only prayer 
and the mercy of God can alleviate 
the diversified sufferings of the in
habitants of tbe world and I can ap
preciate the Guardian's intense in~ 
terest in the long-suffering Africans. 
I believe, of all the possessions that 
a pioneer takes with him, the most 
useful and indispensable is his pray
er book. We not only must teach, we 
must, above all else, pr ay. 

"The easiest way to enter Angola 
is through business .. They welcome 
American Capital as there is a great 
need for American dollars. Coffee is 
the only sizable export to the United 
States and this is not enough to off
set the amount of imports from that 
country. There are few large Ameri
can concerns here because of the red 
tape imposed by the Government. 
They prefer to have Americans with 
capital invest their money locally, 
forming corporations under Portu
guese regulations, There are several 
high~ successful business ventures 
here with room for others." 

Frederick and Elizabeth Laws, Ba
sutoland. 

"Six and one-half weeks out of 
New York, our slow boat to East 
Africa set us down in Mombasa on 
April 26 - five days too late for 
NairobPs election. It took five more 
days to reach our goal and learn 
that, although we were not needed 
for help in forming the Assembly, 
our assistance was still essential. 

Nairobi is big and scattered; trans
portation was a real problem to 
which we brought the Ford as a par
tial answer. Wednesday afternoon 
meetings at our house had to ac
commodate upwards of twenty. SWl
day, at the United Kenya Club, there 
were often thirty or more, with sel
dom an occasion when there was not 
someone hearing the F ai th for the 
first time. Almost every week there 
was one or more who were ready to 
declare their faith. 

~'Africans, Indians, Persians, Eng
lish and Americans - these were 
our people. From a dozen tribes and 
half a dozen nations we came to
gether to listen and learn and teach, 
English and Persian, Maragoli, Ki
kuyu and Swahili - these were the 
languages heard at our meetings. 
We read the Writings, We told about 
the Faith, but there was one ele
ment that accomplished more than 
all our talking. We were a living 
group practicing the principles of 
the Kingdom of God on Earth. 

"At length the Guardian?s cable 
exploded in our midst setting afire 
the hearts of our members. Four
teen volunteered to go to new terri
tory. Our comrade-in-arms, Freddie 
Schechter. was the first; then Ted 
Cardell, the Alai's, Clare GWlg, and 
ourselves. We chose the overland sa· 
fari down through the heart of East 
Africa to the virgin territory of Ba
sutoland. Three thousand miles of 
'virgin' roads - the trip was. rough 
but had its compensations. We ar
rived on October 13. 

"An island of native culture in the 
sea of Apartheid, Basutoland's 
unique position as. a completely na
tive reserve offers. a challenge that 
only the Faith can meet. Mission
aries have been here since 1833. 
They came shortly after the nation 
was founded by Moshesh from the 
remnants of many tribes scattered 
by tbe infamous Tahaka, the AttiIa 
of South Africa. Thanks largely to 
Moshesh's attitude toward the Mis· 
sionaries and white man? s learning, 
the Basuto are a highly literate peo
ple. They herd and farm and there 
are many thousands of them who 
work in mines in the Union. Their 
mixed origin accounts in part for 
the high level of intelligence they 
display. 

"This is our present field of work. 
We have toured the country from 
North to South acquainting ourselves 
with the land and the people and 
them with us. It is a beautiful coun-
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try, mountainous and healthful, Its 
people a happy people. Truly it is a 
land of promise. We have presented 
the Faith to one European family_ 
Cautioned to be very careful in 
teaching in South Africa, we are 
quietly laying the foundation for a 
major campaign to be opened as 
soon as we are fully and permanent
ly settled. May Baha'u'llah grant 
that time come soon! With hearts 
full of love and eagerness to serve 
the beloved Faith, we tell this little 
story in the hope that it may inspire 
others to enlist Wlder the pioneering 
standard and share with us the joys 
of a service that cannot elsewhere 
be equall~ nor will ever again be 
offered when these days are done." 

~ 'If you know of a couple who 
would like to retire and still be in 
business, there is a good opportunity 
at Quthing (Basutoland). With a rel
atively small capital, a much needed 
hotel could be built where there is 
none. As little as $10,000 would be 
adequate to begin with. In construc
tion out here a dollar is worth about 
two at home .... Any hotel that is 
able to provide a palatable cuisine 
would be like the better mousetrap. 
The Orange river valley is to be 
dammed to provide for irrigation 
and power. A sizea hIe lake would 
make a good resort spot, too, of 
which there are not too many in the 
mOWltains where it is relatively cool 
in summer. How soon the dam proj
ect will open is undecided, but sur
veys are now under way to calculate 
the potential." 

Cape Verde Islands: Two weeks 
after their arrival, Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard Menking write that they are 
very fortunate in finding a house and 
that since Howard came there as a 
Commercante (businessman), it ap.
pears they will be assured of a resi
dence visa. They write: HWe have 
made many wonderful friends here 
and we are looking forward to the 
time when we can invite them into 
our home to get better acquainted 
with them. We have loaned some of 
our books out already, some Portu
guese New Eras that we brought 
from Lisbon. We stocked up on -a 
good supply of literature in Lisbon 
so we have enough to last for a long 
time." 

C ana ry Islands: In the Canary IS4 
lands, Gertrude Eisenberg has had 
the opportunity to meet many trav
eling people and among those to 
hear the story of the World Faith 
has been an Arab artist, the first of 
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the North African tribe of the "Ber
bers" to become interested in the 
Faith. Gertrude is conducting Eng
lish classes and establishing con
tacts. 

Elsie Austin, Tangier, Morocco In
ternational Zone 

"The Tangier area, though one of 
the most accessible and easily en
tered of the North African areas, 
poses many real problems for Baha'i 
pioneering. 

"Americans desiring to come to 
Tangier need only a valid passport. 
No bonds or residence deposits of 
any kind are required of them, since 
the United States is a member of 
the International Committee which 
governs the International Zone and 
city of Tangier. 

"Living conditions in Tangier are 
good, but extremely high. Housing 
is expensive; furnishings, clothing 
and medicines are the same. Food 
is relatively cheap. A family coming 
to Tangier or a lone Baha'i will need 
about 150 to 200 dollars a month to 
keep the average standard of living. 

HEmployment conditions are poor. 
There are many American firms in 
Tangier but their policy is to hire 
the local persons (French, Spanish 
or Arab) and their wages are very 
low. Local persons who have homes 
already established can make it 
since they do not have to establish 
a home. Tangier is a war period 
city. In peace times it suffers severe 
depression. I have the impression 
that many busInesses here are mere· 
ly fronts behind which foreign capi· 
tal hides its war emergency funds. 
Business and business practices do 
not have the mora] standards Amer· 
icans are accustomed to. 

HUnless one speaks French or 
Spanish rather fluently he will be 
economically handicapped in trying 
to find work. t, 

"Our first effort in this city has 
been directed to establishing our
selves as worthy individuals. We 
have all made good contacts socially 
and have won the respect of indi
viduals. The American pioneer has 
contacted the American Embassy. 
the American School and various 
other individuals. The Persian pia· 
neers have contacted an outstanding 
Arab family and have made them 
warm personal friends. All of our 
friends and contacts official and non
official know that we are Baha'is. 

"The Group meets a b out three 
times a week, It has had stationery 
printed and a group seal. It is estab-

lishing a library of Baha'i literature 
in the three most widely spoken 
languages in Tangier. All members 
of the Group are enrolled in lan
guage classes somewhere in order to 
perfect our knowledge of French, 
Spanish and Arabic. 

HThe American pioneer has made 
good use of the color slides brought 
from the states. These include a 
series on the Temple, the Dedica· 
tion and the Baha'i schools. Her one 
regret is that she did not bring a 
projector. Every time the slides are 
shown it is necessary to borrow a 
projector from the American School 
principal. These slides are an excel
lent teaching medium as they show 
the status of the Faith. She has even 
added some of the old blaek and 
white slides on the Goal of the New 
World order showing the properties 
of the Faith in other lands and the 
wide varieties of peoples in it. In 
this connection, the next best teach
ing aid to the slides has been the 
copy of The Baha'i World she 
brought along. 

"The Persian pioneers have done 
outstanding work in contacting a 
prominent Arab family here. The 
wife is deeply interested in the Faith 
and can discuss its principles with 
enthusiasm. 

"One of the Persian friends here 
has contacted the masses quite fre
quently. 

~'One of our greatest teaching dif
ficulties is the language problem. 
Even among ourselves we have a 
hard time and our meetings have to 
proceed with translations and signs, 
But then the language of the heart 
always rescues us. We pray that this 
universal language will come to our 
aid in communicating with all 
people. 

~'We have obtained Arabic and 
Spanish help and we try to show 
every kindness and interest to them, 
hoping to open their hearts to us. 

"It has been our happy privilege 
to be visited by the pioneers from 
Casablanca and from Rabat. During 
Christmas week these friends joined 
us here in Tangier and tried to help 
the Persian friends in the residence 
difficulties. We met Mr. and Mrs. 
Masrour and Mrs. Chradet, (Pic
tures were taken and we hope to 
send you some of these.) Also, in 
December. the wonderful 1\1r. M. 
Mustafa. who went to the Spanish 
Sahara. He is a wonderful soul and 
inspired and cheered us all during 
those dark days \",'hcn it seemed as 
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if the Persian friends would not re
ceive their residence permits. 

"We are also very fortunate in that 
we see some of the Ceuta pioneers 
at least every six weeks. Mrs. Jann
sen and the Flemmings all bank in 
Tangier. Hence when they come 
they always arrange for a visit with 
us. RecentIy the American pioneer in 
Tangier went to Ceuta for a visit and 
came back with glowing reports of 
the set-up there. It is wonderful. The 
friends have taken a little villa to
gether. It is high on a hill facing the 
straits surrounded by both Arab and 
Spanish families. Though unable to 
speak of the Faith they have, by liv
ing the life, drawn all around them 
as friends, As they are the only 
Americans in Ceu ta, the whole city 
knows them and observes them with 
keen interest. They have quite a lot 
of acreage around the villa which 
they would love to buy. They see vis. 
ions of a school for the village chil. 
dren and a playground. John Flem
ming, being the only m an is looked 
upon with real awe. He is a won
derful fellow. He has had some 
hospital and practical experience 
and to him come all the hurt and 
wounded of the village for help! first 
aid. (The week I was there a father 
brought his boy who had just fallen 
and ha d a terrible face cut. The 
friends have entered an Arab boy 
in the Spanish school there and have 
plans to do the same for a girl. They 
have had real hardships in many 
ways but they make a wonderful and 
merry household and I really was 
inspired by the visit there.) Inciden
tally living in Ceuta is very very 
cheap, much different from Tangier. 
However the climate is very damp 
and moist. I give this information 
so that others considering a place to 
strengthen may know of it. 

"Here in Tangier we ask your 
prayers that our difficulties may be 
overcome, and that we may be as
sisted to achieve the strength. wis
dom and guidance we need for our 
area. You would be happy to see our 
unity in tests, trials, achievements 
and all the adventures which come 
to us. We are deeply grateful for the 
blessing of this Baha'i companion
ship we have. 

HWe are joyously waiting for the 
new pioneers, and praying that our 
new assembly will materialize and 
become a point of strength and il
lumination in North Africa, thus 
rendering happy the heart of the 
Beloved Guardian. 
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Delegates a.nd visUors a1; the Second Annual Baha.'i Convention of the Baha'is of lta1y and Switzerland. Locam.o, Switzerland. 

Excerpts from Pioneer 
LeHars to the Western 

Hemisphere Teaching CommiHee 
John Leonard, (en route to the Falk
land Islands.) 
On writing to isolated pioneers: 
"Having experienced the unbounded 
love and generosity of the friends 
myself, I know how it feels-what 
it can do to lighten one's load and 
intensify tenfold one's efforts." 

On Pu~rto Rico: "The wonderful 
Baha'is of Puerto Rico send you, 
and all their fellow believers, their 
deep love. They are wonderful!" 

At the airport in Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, John had a remarkable 
conversation with three of the 
guards, a Catholic, a Muslim and 
an "intellectual." John writes, 
UEvery step in our conversation 
seemed to lead logically to the next 
one ... We all felt a warm. deep 
sense of gratitude at meeting onc 
another. The intellectual couldn't 
ask enough questions, and said he 
was deiinitely going to look up the 
Baha'i Faith and study about it. 

HMy most moving contact was 
with the Muslim, who lived his faith 
intensely, yet refused to go along 
with aspects which he felt were not 
in a c cord with his own obviously 
enlightcned~ deeply spiritual view of 
Islam. He told me much of what he 

felt, also asked me many questions 
about the Bah,,'i Faith. At the end of 
the evening he told me he thought 
my Faith had more to offer him of 
what he truly loved and believed in 
than his own. His whole heart was in 
every word. My own heart almost 
burst at the beauty of his spirit, and 
I was consumed with gratitude to 
Baha'u'lhih, Who had arranged this 
heavenly gathering, 

From Montevideo: ~'Last night I 
gathered with the friends ... and 
learned of the death of Dorothy 
Baker. Looking into the eyes of these 
friends and feeling their great grief 
over the loss of someone they deeply 
loved, I could only feel that her 
spirit will guide the Crusade in 
South America just as Louis Greg
ory inspires the people of Africa. 

"The confirmations of Baha'u'llah 
are marvelously evident. 

"Wonderful assistance is being 
manifested in MonteVideo, and I be· 
lieve there are some new contacts. 
Two are artists, extremely intelli
gent, sensitive and fine human be
ings, one of whom is obviously so in
terested in the Faith that his face 
simply burns with intensity when
ever he hears anything about it ... 

"This is 'it', so to speak. In two 
days I set sail, on the wings of your 
prayers. for the Falkland Islands. 

I've been getting more impatient by 
the minute ... it's a wonderful feel
ing to Ihlnk that the journey at last 
is almost over. 

'Tm keenly aware of your love 
and your prayers-from all of you
and doubtless they do me more good 
than letters. Actually 1'm far from 
feeling alone-I feel as if I never 
had so much company in my whole 
life. . Please God I may serve our 
Beloved welL" 

CANADA 
Ontario Summer Conference 

The Ontario Summer Conference 
is to be held at Geneva Park, Lake 
Couchiching, from July 31 to Au
gust 7. 

The week of study will feature 
courses on "The Living Frame
work", experience in consultation; 
"Essential Principles of the Faith"; 
and "\Vorld Order Unfolds", by a 
pilgrim recently returned from 
Haifa, 

For further information write; 
Jars. Noreen Keith-Beattie 
34 Thorncrest Road 
Toronto 18, Ontario, Canada 

, 
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CENTRAL AMERICA 
With the Fourth Annual Conven

tion, held in San Jose, Costa Rica, 
April 22 to 25, Central America 
closed the first year of the World 
Crusade-a year of hard and intense 
work and of glorious victories. 

Through the wonderful guidance 
and encouragement of the beloved 
Guardian, the fine collaboration of 
the United States Baha'i Communi
ty, and the dedication and heroic· ef
forts of active believers in the terri~ 
tory, these Crusade Goals were won: 

1. Establishment of all the Virgin 
Areas in Central America, to wit: 
Bahamas, British Honduras, Dutch 
West Indies, Ma_rgarita Island. 

2. Establishment of two out of 
three Virgin Goals in the Pacific: 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands, and Tua
motu Archipelago. (The remaining 
one, Marshall Islands, is about to 
be filled, God willing.) 

3. Purch ase of a be au tiful hilltop 
commanding Panama City and en
virons as site for the first Ma@
riqu'l-Adhkar in Central America. 

Since all the efforts of the Nation
al Spiritual Assembly of Central 
America were concentrated this last 
year in winning these Goals, the 
Consolidation Goals have suffered 
and, accordingly, there exis ts a 
very grave emergency which can 
only be met through the immediate 
settlement of pioneer consolidators 
in the critical spots. In Honduras 

. and Nicaragua existing Assemblies 
are being lost, in Martinique there 
is not a single believer, other coun· 
tries still need help, such as, Cuba 
(Cienfuegos), Mexico, Guatemala, 
El Salvador, Dominican Republic, 

Haiti, Panama. There are no words 
to express our gratitude for the 
selfless believers who are arising 
to help in this wo.k, but more help 
is needed, and at once, if the World 
Crusade Goals are to be fulfilled. 

The attendance of Katharine Mc
Laughlin, as representative of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the United States, at the 
Convention was of great aid. The 
members of the newly-formed Aux· 
iIiary Board of the American Hands 
are about to lend their aid. Never· 
theless, it is felt that all this will 
not be sufficient if pioneers do not 
settle the critical spots. 

Anyone desiring to help in this 
vi tal work may write: 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha tis of Central America 

Sr. Esteban Canales, Secy. 
Apartado 513 
Panama City, Panama 

PERSIA 
Annual Election Report 

The membership of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Persia for the 
current year, with officers, has been 
reported: Chairman, Sbu'atu'llah 
'AHi'i; Vice-Chairman, Kazim Kaz4 
imzadeh; Secretary; 'Ali-Akbar Fu· 
rutan; Treasurer, Dhikru'llah Kha ... 
dem; Valiyu'llah Varqa, Jahil Kha· 
zeh, Dr. 'Ali Muryammad Barafrukti, 
Munir Dirakhshan, Adelaide Sharp. 

FIRST PAMPHLET IN 
MODERN GREEK 

The first Baha'i publication in 
Modern Greek has appeared in 
Athens in the form of a transla tion 
of the 24-page introductory pamphlet 
The Dawn of WOT~d Civilization. 
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Newly.elected National SpirUual Assem. 
bly of the Baha'is of Italy aDd Switze .... 
land. From Jeft to right, standing: Fritz 
Schaer, Marion Little, Honor Kempton, 
Fritz Sernle, Prof. Alessandr"to Bausani. 
Seated! Anna KlDlZ, U go Gia.chery. Hand 
of tbe Cause, Elsa Steinmetz, Prof. Mario 

Florentini. 

E 

SOUTH AMERICA 
The work of consolidation and ex· 

tension of the Faith on the SoutIi 
American Continent got off to a good 
start jn April when Gay and Mario 
Rodriguez left their home in Lima, 
Peru to settle in Huancayo, Peru and 
give the Message to the people of 
the highlands. They had their first 
public meeting on May 23 for the 
Declaration of the Bah, with an 
attendance of 33 people-! Twelve of 
those attending were so interested 
that they stayed un til one-thirty in 
the morning. They had two news
paper articles published before the 
meeting, one a half-page spread with 
a big picture of the Temple, and the 
other a follow-up article announcing 
the public meeting. Some of the 
guests came as a result of the publi
city. They are planning one public 
meeting a month and the Baha'is of 
Lima and Callao, Peru, will take 
turns visiting them and speaking for 
their meetings. Mario and Gay are 
so on fire with the desire to teach 
the Faith and so enthusiastic about 
their new friends that they cannot 
but have success. 

Peru is not alone in being able to 
point with pride to their own pio
neers who have gone out in response 
to the Guardian's plea to extend the 
boundaries of the Faith and to work 
toward the establishment of the ten 
new National Assemblies in South 
America. Chile- also can boast of its 
own pioneer family, N ery and Rene 
Rogel, who left Osomo to go with 
their three small children to Como
doro Rivadavia t Argentina, to 
spread the Glad Tidings and thus 
establish still another new Baha'i 
group on the continent. 

Thus the Baha'is of South America 
are beginning to vie with each other 
in their service to the Cause, and 
from the efforts of such devoted 
souls as these will come into being 
the first National Spiritual Assembly 
of some COWl try on the Continent . 
Only Baha'u'llah knows which coun
try will be blessed in winning that 
great honor. 

Dorothy CrimpbeH, fo-r the Nationa[ Spiritual 
As~.cmb[y of South America. 
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AMERICAN NATIONAL TEACHING COMMITTEE 
WORLD CRUSADE WITHIN THE UNITED STATES 

Dear Baha'i Friends: 

In this issue of BAHA'i NEWS appears a list of goal 
cities which are to be the focus of our Baha~i teaching 
work this year. A Spiritual Assembly is to be elected in 
each of these cities by 1963, so that the total number of 
300 Baha'i communities within the United States de· 
sired by the Guardian may be attained. 

It should be noted that forty of these goal cities are, 
as of June 15. without any resident Baha'is. Some of the 
cities which were so listed last year have been moved 
into the columns of cities showing resident Baha'is, 
through the devotion of those who arose to settle them 
last year. Others have disappeared from the list en
tirely, through the formation of Local Spiritual Assem
blies. 

The great movement of pioneers within the United 
States is an essential part of the World Crusade, "the 
noblest collective enterprise undertaken by the fol
lowers of the Most Great Name for the propagation and 
the establishment of His Faith over the entire face of 
the planet" (Shoghi Effendi). 

With the support of the National Spiritual Assembly, 
the American National Teaching Committee is reach
ing out to every believer in the United States, through 
its Area Teaching Committees and the Local Spiritual 
Assemblies and calling for settlement of every virgin 
goal city~ development as rapidly as possible of suffi
cient membership to establish assemblies, the inten
sive and continuous teaching effort required to preserve 

every spiritual prize already won, and awareness on 
the part of each believer that he must feel it his sacred 
privilege to guide some soul into the shelter of the 
Faith this year. 

The National Teaching Committee calls each be
liever to undertake his tasks on the home front in this 
second phase of the World Crusade. All are requested 
to study the role of the individual at every level of the 
home front teaching plan (printed on pages 6 and 7 of 
the June, 1954, BAHA'i NEWS) and to find ways to serve 
in specific situations. 

Any offers to help may be addressed to: American 
National Teaching Committee, Jesma Herbert, Secre
tary, 725 South Alvaredo Street, Los Angeles 57, Cali
fornia. 

The National Teaching Committee, through its Area 
Teaching Committees, will exert all effort to bring to 
assembly status all Baha'i localities outside established 
Baha'i CommlUlities, to offer help and support to small 
communities whose status is insecure; and will encour
age volunteer activities by individuals, Unified action 
by groups, extension teaching by communities, and the 
attendance of all believers, whether in commtmities, in 
groups, or in isolated status, at all Area Conferences 
and State Conventions. 

We are humbly seeking the prayers of the believers 
of the United States for our guidance and support. 

-AMERICAN NATIONAL T;uCHlNG COMMl"lTEE 

Jesma Herbert, Secretary 

GOAL CITIES IN THE UNITED STATES FOR THE WORLD CRUSADE AT HOME 

As of June 15, 1954 

ConsoUdaUon Goals Virgin Goals 

NEW ENGLAND STATES 

CONNECTICUT: 
Bridgeport New Britain 
Hamden 

MAINE: 
Bangor Augusta 

Lemston 

MASSACHUSETTS: 
Brookline Brockton 
Ipswich Fall River 
Lynn Holyoke 
Malden Lowell 
Ne",-ton New Bedford 

NEW HAMPSHIRE: 
Concord Nashua 
Keene 
Manchester 

RHODE ISLAND: 
East 

Providence Cranston 
Pawtucket Woonsocket 

VERMONT: 
Burlington Rutland 

ConsoJidatioD Goals Virgin Goa.ls 

NORTH ATLANTIC STATES 
NEW JERSEY: 

Atlantic City Clifton 
Camden 
Elizabeth 
Paterson 

NEW YORK: 
Mamaroneck Albany 
New Rochelle Elmira 
Niagara Falls Ithaca 
Poughkeepsie Troy 
Schenectady 
Utica 

PENNSYLVANIA: 
Altoona Allentown 
Chester Harrisburg 
Erie Lancaster 

Reading 
Wilkesbarre 
York 

CENTRAL ATLANTIC STATES 
DELAWARE: 

Dover None 

ConSOlidation Goals 
NORTH CAROLINA: 

Virgin Goals 

Charlotte None 

VIRGINIA: 

Durham 
Raleigh 
Winston 

Salem 

Newport 
News 

Norfolk 
Richmond 

Roanoke 
Staunton 

WEST VIRGINIA: 
Huntington None 

SOUTH ATLANTIC STATES 
ALABAMA: 

FLORIDA: 

GEORGIA: 

Mobile Montgomery 

Jacksonville None 
Miami Beach 
St. Augustine 
Tampa 

None Savannah 
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Consolidation Goals Virgin Goals 

SOUTH CAROLINA: 
Charleston None 
Columbia 

TENNESSEE: 
Chattanooga None 

GULF STATES 
LOUISIANA: 

Baton Rouge None 
Shreveport 

MISSISSIPPI: 
Gulfport Meridian 

TEXAS: 
Austin Galveston 
Fort Worth 

EAST CENTRAL STATES 

INDIANA: 
East Chicago None 
Evansville 
Gary 
Hammond 
Michigan City 
Terre Haute 

KENTUCKY: 
Covington None 
Lexington 

MICHIGAN: 
BayCjty None 
.Jackson 
Highland 

Park 
Kalamazoo 
Niles 
Pontiac 
Port Huron 
Wyandotte 

OHIO: 
Akron Canton 
Lorain 
Warren 
Youngstown 

CENTRAL STATES 
ILLINOIS: 

Aurora None 
BerwYn 
Cicero 
Decatur 
East St. Louis 
Elgin 
Glencoe 
Joliet 
Rockford 

IOWA: 
Council Bluffs No~e 
Davenport 
Des Moines 
Dubuque 
Iowa City 
Sioux City 

MINNESOTA: 
SL Cloud None 

WISCONSIN: 
Fond du Lac None 
Oshkosh 
La Crosse 
Sheboygan 
Superior 

NORTH CENTRAL STATES 
NEBRASKA: 

Lincoln None 

Consolidation Goa]s Virgin Goa]s 

SOUTH CENTRAL STATES 
NORTH DAKOTA: 

Grand Forks Bismarck 
SOUTH DAKOTA: 

Rapid City None 

ARKANSAS: 
Fort Smith None 
North Little 

Rock 
KANSAS: 

Emporia None 
Kansas City 
Wichita 

MISSOURI: 
St. Joseph None 
Springfield 

OKLAHOMA: 
Enid None 
Tulsa 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN STATES 

COLORADO: 
Greeley None 
Pueblo 

NEW MEXICO: 
Roswell None 
Santa Fe 

WYOMING: 
Caspar Cheyenne 

Sheridan 

NORTHWESTERN STATES 
IDAHO: 

Lewiston None 
Pocatella 

MONTANA: 
None Billings 

Missoula 
OREGON: 

Eugene Corvallis 
Medford Salem 
Pendleton 

WASHINGTON: 
Everett Bellingham 
Olympia 
Walla Walla 
Yakima 

SOUTHWESTERN STATES 
ARIZONA: 

Flagstaff None 
Globe 
Prescott 

CALIFORNIA: 
Bakersfield Eureka 
Hayward Riverside 
Huntington 

Park 
Ontario 
Pomona 
Redding 
Santa Ana 
Santa Cruz 
San Jose 
Stockton 

NEVADA: 
Las Vegas None 
Sparks 

UTAH: 
Ogden None 
Prmro 

JULY, 1954 

SOUVENIR OF 'ABDU'L-BAHA 
The Forty-8econd Annual Souvenir 

of 'Abdu'l-Baha was held on Satur
day, June 26, 1954, at the Baha'i 
Center in Teaneck, New Jersey. This 
meeting is held to commemorate 
'Abdu'l·Baha!s visit to America in 
1912. On Saturday, June 29, of that 
year, He personally gave a Unity 
Feast for some 450 of His friends on 
these same grounds. 

After a program at Evergreen 
Cabin on the theme "Bahil'u'llith
The Light of the World", which fea
tured the reading of the address 
given by 'Abdu'I-Baha in 1912, the 
friends adjourned to the grove of 
pine trees where the tirst Unity 
Feast was held, for a service of 
prayers and readings from the Writ
ings of the Baha'i Faith. 

In the evening, at an informal 
gathering in the cabin, pictures of 
Haifa were shown. 

AMERICAN INDIAN 
SERVICE COMMITTEE 

Contact with Hopi Leaders 
Through the May 18, 1954, Arizona 

Republic of Phoenix, the Hopi Sun 
Chief, Dan Kachongeva (Koth
hWlgo-geva), issued a call "to all 
people of good will" to attend a 
Council at the Hopi Pueblo. 

Availing themselves of this oppor
tunity, members of the American In
dian Teaching Committee and the 
Phoenix Baha'i Community attended 
the COlUlciL The representatives ar· 
rived at the Hopi Pueblo of Hote
villa the night of May 21. 

On May 22 the Council was held, 
not under the sun, as planned, but in 
the sacred Kiva, the Hopi ceremon
ial chamber, where there was shel
ter from the blowing sand. The ad
mittance of visitors to the Kiva was 
unprecedented. 

Through an interpreter, Chief 
Kachongeva stated that the Hopi, 
as a people, had obtained permission 
from the Supreme Being to occupy 
their land and were the original and 
only legitimate occupants. Their re
ligious and political systems had 
been given through the instruction 
of a Great Brother. They had asked 
their Great Brother to be their lead
er, but He had answered that only 
after they had succeeded in living 
the good life he advoca ted would He 
lead them. 

These conservative Hopi believe 
that their faith is not the only way, 
but that it is the 'i.vay they have been 
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given and must follow. Hopi means 
"the peaceful one" and the Hopi 
does not bear arms. He is industri
ous and works and prays for the 
benefit of all mankind. He has 
accepted the hardships brough~ by 
white occupation of his homeland be
cause it is the fulfillment of ancient 
prophecy. The conservative Hopi 
await the fulfillment of their fur
ther prophecy of a third and most 
horrible world war in which they will 
not participate. After this war, they 
believe, a new' and happier day, with 
a new way of life, will dawn. 

Mter presenting other, present
day problems of Hopi life the leader 
asked the visitors to speak. A Baha'j 
spokesman presented the greetings 
of the Baha'i World Community and 
told of the Baha'l faith in one God 
and one people with all men as 
brothers. 

Contact with Other Tribe. 
Encouraging progress with Sioux 

contacts is reported from Devil's 
Lake, North Dakota. 

Teaching contacts with the Assini
boine, Collville, Coeur d'Alenes, 
Chippewa and Chinook tribes are 
reported from Spokane, Washington, 
as well as mention of the Faith to 
members of twenty other tribes. 

At the Chief's request and through 
the American Indian Service Com
mittee, the pioneer in Cherokee, 
South Carolina, has placed a selec
tion of Baha'i books and pamphlets 
in the Chief's office so that he may 
lend them to his people. 

A Baha'i was invited by the editor 
of an important Indian publication in 
the Northwest to accompany his 
group on a research and social trip. 
The publication is sponsored by the 
United American Indian, a service 
organization including 150 families 
of 47 different tribes, These Indians 
have heard of the Baha'i Faith 
through their publication and in their 
meetings. Their leader has asked the 
Baha'i pioneer to help these people 
by organizing lectures on the im
portance of mutual respect, unity of 
purpose and taking counsel together 
for the common good. 

INTER-RACIAL TEACHING 
COMMITTEE 

A two-hour period was given to dis
cussion of the report of the National 
Inter-racial Teaching Committee 
during the Convention. There had 
been ample evidences of an uDsurge 
in the efforts put forth by Bahit' is all 
over the COWltry to attract Negro 

Members of the new1y incorporated 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha.'is of 
Tucson, Arizona.. From left to right, 
standing: 1\1rs. Mabel Hoegner, Mrs. 
ArdeUa M. Stewart, Mr. Herman Kluge. 
l\lrs. Zahrab Schoeny, Mrs. IUargaret 
Sbure. Seated: Mrs. Isabelle Dodge, Mr. 
Harry C. Stewa.rt. Mrs. Elizabeth 
Toomes. Mrs. .Jessie Belt, tbe ninth 
member was a bsen1; from the city. This 
a.ssem b1y had also received pennlsslon 
to perfonn marriage ceremonies. These 
achievements, as wen as others In the 
field of teaching and in contribution to 
the Fonds, were made pos·sible by a. re
newed devotion to the Guardian by these 
believers who now approach their tasks 
"with fighter hearts and a. deeper dedi
cation to oor responsibilities of teaching." 
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believers to the Faith. The Commit
tee representative reported that 
numerous letters had been sent to 
the secretary of the Committee. 
These letters were being recorded in 
the Committee's permanent files, 
giving admirable testimony to the 
happy results obtained when Negro 
speakers had been invited to share 
the platform with Baha'i speakers 
and when such Negro leaders also 
shared our views on the Oneness of 
Mankind. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
is authorizing the Committee to of
fer suggestions and assistance to 10· 
cal inter-racial committees appoint~ 
ed by the Local Spiritual Assemblies 
in their efforts to put into action the 
following programs: 

1. Increa.sed efforts On the part of 
Local Spiritual Assemblies to 
bring in more Negro believers. 

2. Local Assembly sponsored study 
of the Institute b()oklet entitled 
Faith in Action - Betteri.rr.q Hu
man Relations. This booklet is 
for sale through the Baha'i Pub
lishing Committee for 60 cents. 

3. A public meeting in each local 
community during Brotherhood 
Week in February, worked out 
on the Baha'i theme: "The One
ness of Mankind." This meeting 
has the approval of the National 
Spiritual Assembly and should 
be considered as a special na
tional Baha'i event to be con
ducted annually. 
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The Inter-Racial Teaching Com. 
mittee will welcome letters contain
ing ideas for new techniques and new 
slants toward attracting new believ
ers of the Negro group. 

Please send your reports to: 
The Inter-racial Teaching 

Committee 
Miss Lydia Martin, Secretary 
11529 Kelton Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio, 

BAHA'I SERVICE FOR 
THE BLIND 

New Braille Publication 
The committee announces that the 

pamphlet, Bahri/i Teachings FOT A 
World Faith, has been published in 
Braille. Copies embossed in Braille 
Grade Two are available now and 
priced at $1.25 per copy, 

The committee suggests the use of 
this new Braille pamphlet along 
with The Mission Of Bah/i'u'llcih (Ju
bilee pamphlet) and Communion 
with God to assemblies, groups and 
individual believers for their con
tact and teaching work with the 
blind. 

The set of these three pamphlets 
may be purchased for only $3.80. 

Kindly send remittance with order 
to: 

Baha'i Service for the Blind 
616 North Oxford Avenue 
Los Angeles 4, California 

AREA CONFERENCES 
Since Ric;lvim, Area Conferences 

have multiplied across the United 
States. Keyed to the twin theme of 
dispersal to new areas and teaching 
on the home front, their purpose is 
to aid in esta blishing and deepening 
Baha'i Communities throughout the 
country. Areas reporting May Con
ferences were: 

New England States: Springfield 
and Boston, Massachusetts. 

Central Atlantic States: Washing
ton, D. C; Asheville, North Caro
lina. 

East Central States: Mansfield, 
Ohio. 

Gulf States: New Orleans, Louis· 
iana; Dallas, Texas; Jackson, Mis~ 
sissippi. 

Southwestern States: Sacramento, 
Santa Paula, Chula Vista, Pasadena 
and Berkeley, California; Phoenix 
and Tucson, Arizona; Salt Lake City, 
Utah; Reno, Nevada. 

Most of these meetings were for 
the presentation of reports by dele
gates to the Annual Convention; re
ports \ ... ·hich formed the basis for 
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consultation on means for achieving 
the immediate goals in each area, 
as integral parts of the total pattern 
of the World Crusade. 

INTER-COMMUNITY 
COOPERATION 

The Elmhurst, Illinois, Baha'i 
CommWlity, confronted with the pos
sibility of losing Assembly status, 
consulted with friends in nearby Ad
dison Township and Lombard on 
means for intensifying teaching ef
forts. Together, they established sev
eral firesides each week in the Baha'i 
homes of the three communi ties. As
sembly consultations were multi
plied. Consultation and cooperation 
generated an unforgettable, conta
gious spirit. Results: Elmhurst is a 
community with 13 believers, Ad
dison Township attained Assembly 
status and Lombard is an active 
group of 5 Baha'is. The friends of 
this area, having tasted the fruits 
of cooperative Baha'i teaching are 
considering neighboring communi
ties as extension goals. 

In a similar spirit, the Baha'i Com
mWlities of Burlingame. Millbrae 
and San Mateo, California, combine 
their efforts for the presentation of 
a monthly public meeting. 

BAHA'I ON THE CAMPUS 
After months of inactivity, when 

there were no Baha'is on the cam
pus, the University Baha'i Club of 
the University of Washington, in Se
attle, was reorganized this spring. 
Following the stated purpose in its 
constitution "to stimulate interest in 
and discussion of religion among col
lege students", discussion evenings 
were organized. These meetings, ad
vertised by forty posters placed 
throughout the campus and aug
mented by weekly articles in the 
University of Washington Daily and 
a Baha'i exhibit in the Husky Mem
orial Building have made people 
ask, "What is Baha'i?" Baha'is on 
the campus are arranging that all 
shall have opportunities to get the 
answer. 

BAHA'I ON THE AIR 
Edward R. Murrow's program. 

"This I Believe", featured a Baha'i 
on May 20. This was not a direct 
Baha'i talk, but included mention of 
the Faith and quotations from_ the 
Writings on this nation·wide broad· 
cast. 

Madison, Wisconsin, Baha'is pre
sented a fifteen-minute television 

program over station WMTV. 
An estimated half-million viewers 

of W1dAR, Baltimore, Maryland's 
most powerful TV sta tion~· saw an 
interview in which a believer pre
sented the Baha'i Teachings on 
Peace. 

National Baha'i Addresses 

NATIONAL BAH.A.'i ADMINISTRATIVE 

HEADQUARTERS : 

536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

NATIONAL TREASURER: 

112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make checks Payable to: 
NatJonal Baha'i Fond 

BAHA'f PUBLISHING COMMI'I."I'EE: 

110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
Believers of Anchorage, Alaska, 

have dispersed to Seward, Valdez 
and Ketchikan, Alaska. 

"The Top of the World", a new 
publication distributed to hotels, res
taurants, travel offices and the In
ternational Airport in and around 
Anchorage, Alaska, has included 
the Baha'i World Faith in its list of 
churches without any solicitation on 
the part of Baha'is; tacit recognition 
that the Faith is part of the way of 
life In those northern lands. 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, which 
maintains a very active program of 
news publicity, has had an unusual 
opportunity to pres ent the Baha'i 
Faith through a column entitled 
"Guide for Daily Living". This reg
ular feature of the Milwaukee Sen
tine! is opened to the Milwaukee 
Spiritual Assembly about once a 
year. 

Baha'is of Atlanta, Georgia, have 
ha d confirm a tion of their extension 
work in Stockbridge, Georgia, in the 
declaration of a new believer in that 
city. 

Fargo, North Dakota held a large 
public meeting on the first day of 
Ridvan. 

The Glendale, California, Baha'i 
CommWlity has acquired a new 
Baha'i Center with seating capacity 
for about fifty people. 

The Hawaii Butletin reports the 
following items: 

~1:rs. Daisy Sabin, from Maui, Ter· 
tory of Hawaii t recently spent three 
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days presenting the Message of 
Baha'u'llah to residents of the Han
sen's Disease Settlement on the 
island of Molokai leper colony. Cop
ies of Baha~u'llah and the New Era 
were placed in the Molokai Library 
for the use of the many people who 
responded to the Teachings. 

Members of the Maui Baha'i com. 
mtulity are holding "breakfast fire
sides" to coincide with the monthly 
fifteen-minute Baha'i radio program. 
Tapes available through the Baha'i 
Press Service have been used with 
great success on this combined pre
sentaUon of the Faith. 

Mrs. Stewart Atwater of Hondur
as, former member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Central Amer
ica, spoke before a capacity audi
ence at the Baha'i Center in Hono
lulu. Mrs. Atwater was instrumental 
in establishing the first Baha'i Sum
mer School in Central America, 
which has been named "Karbila. u 

The Los An gel e s, California, 
Baha'i Community donated a copy of 
Baha'i World, Volume XI, to the Pub
lic Library, at the library's request. 

B aha 'i fireside meetings for Span
ish-speaking people have been es
tablished on the first Saturday of 
each month at the Los Angeles 
Baha'i Center. 

Average non-Baha'i attendance at 
the Manhattan Beach, California, 
weekly and hi-weekly firesides was 
38 during this past year. 

At the suggestion of pioneers in 
Nassau, Bahamas, Baha'is of the 
Miami, Florida, Baha'i Community 
collected 17 cartons of second-hand 
school books and sent them for dis, 
tribution to the Outer lsI ands. The 
Miami Community? in addition to a 
very active program, has had the 
added bounty recently of special 
meetings with pioneers. Mrs. Sheila 
Rice-W ray, returning from the Cen
tral American Convention in Costa 
Rica, brought a report and spoke at 
an especially arranged public meet
ing. Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Matthi
sen, in the States on business con
nected with establishing themselves 
in their pioneer post I spoke at sev
eral firesides and luncheon meet
ings. Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Snider, re
tUIiling to their pioneer post from 
the convention in Wilmette, present
ed a report of that- gathering, under
lining the Guardian's message for 
the second year of the World Cru
sade. 

The New York City Baha'i Com
munity commemorated Ri<;lvan with 
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a Children's Brotherhood Festival. 
The program, arranged by the Child 
Education Committee, included the 
participation of groups representing 
several races and nations. Invi
tations, sent throughout the metro
politan area and Connecticut, 
brought an attendance of over 170 
adults and children. 

Pendleton, Oregon, reports the 
first BaM.'i fireside to be held in 
that city. Response of a young high 
school student to the meeting was, 
" ... In scope we have graduated 
to a place in our civilization where 
something like this had to come into 
being or we would perish from this 
earth." 

DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS 
AT HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Baha'i Ho~se of Worship at 
Wilmette, Illinois is dedicated to the 
Unity of God, the Unity of His 
Prophets, the Unity of Mankind. In 
this spirit. public worship is con
ducted each Sunday at 3:3~ P.M. in 
the auditorium. Readers at these de
votional programs include Baha'is 
and guests. ChoraJ selections are by 
the Baha'i House of Worship A Cap· 
pella Choir. 

BAHA'i News will publish regularly 
the weekly references of readings 
used. The programs for the month 
of June follow: 

Order of Devotions - June 6, 1954 
Man should know his oum self, a11d know 

those thtng$ which lead to loftine:!$ or to 
baseness. to shame or to honor, to a.ffruence 
or to poverty. 

-Batu'i.'u'llah 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Bow Down Thine Ear-H::tydn M. Morgan 
SABA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Baha '{ Prayers, p. B4 
Gleanings, pp. 65-66; p. 143 
Baha" World Faith, pp. 167·168 

OLD TESTAMENT 
P~alm 1 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Luke B:5·15 

QUR'AN 
Sura VII :53.s6 

CHORAL SELECTION 
AUeluia. - Randall Thompson 

BARA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, pp. 259-26(}; pp. 7'/.78; The Htd~ 
den Wo.rds of BaM'u'll8h. (from the Arabic) 
Nos. 12, 13 
Prayers and Meditaticms, CLXXIII, p. 264 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Cherubim Srmg - Dimitri Bortniansky 

Order of Devotions - June 13, 1954 
o Son of Man.' I ~oved thy creation, h.ence 1 

created thee. Where[Of'e, do thou ~ove Me, that 
I may name thy name and fiU tP!.y sou! with 
the spirit of !ife, 

-BaM 'u'll<ih 
CHORAL SELECTION 

AUeIuia! We Sing with Juy - Jacob HamIl 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayers and Meditations. CXXXIX, p. 227 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Genesis 2:7 1:28,27; Isaiah 64;8,9; Psalm 
8:1, 3·7 

QUR'AN 
Sura L:7·11. 14, 15 

CHORAL SELECTION 
If Ye Love Me, Keep My Commandml!'nts
W. H. Monk 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, cxxn. p. 259; pp. 326-:327 
Gleanings, XCV, p. 194; p. 340 
Pt"ayers and Meditations, LIX, p. 94 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Naw We Sing Thy P'r'aise-Tschesnokoff 

Order of Devotions - June 20, 1954 
Noble have 1 created thee, yet thou hast 

abased thyself. Rise then unto that fOf' which. 
t1rou wast created. 

-Baha.'u'll::ih 
CHORAL SELECTION 

krlse, 0 God, and Show Thy Might 
Haydn·Morgan 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers and Meditations, XL, p. 56 
Gleanings, p. 299; p, 287 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Proverbs 22:1--6 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Matthew 5:6-9. 13--16: 7:1..s 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
The Hidden Words of Baha'u'IMh, (from the 
Arabic) Nos. 2'2, I, .2, 26, 27 

CHORAL SELECTION 
C'Teate in Me, 0 God, a Pu'r'e HeaTt -
Brahms 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleani..ngs, p. 270.271, p. 305 
Gleanings. CXXX. p. 285 
Prayers and Meditations, IV, p. 6 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Now God Be Praised - Melchior VuJpius 

Order of Devotions - June 27, 1954 
Know VI! not why We CT'.pated you aU from 

the same dust? That no one should exalt him· 
set! ove-t" the other _ PondE'1' at a[t times in 
YOUT heaTts Pww ve were created. Since We 
have created you Il[l from. one same sub· 
st4nce it is incumhl2'nt on vou to be even as 
one soul.. to wa[Fc with t.h..e same feet, eat 
with the same mouth and dwell in the same 
[.and, that trom l/OtLr blmost bei.ng, by you," 
deeds and actions. the signs at oneness and 
the eS$fffi,ce of detachment may be made 
manifest. 

-BaM. 'u 'llah 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Grieve Not the Holy Spirit 01 Goo-Lamb 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayers and Meditations, LIX. p. 94 
BHAGAVAD-GITA (Hindu Scriptures) 
OLD TESTAMENT 

lsalah 64: 8-9: Malachi 2: 10; Deuteronomy 
10:19; Leviticus 19:34: 

NEW TESTAMENT 
The Acts 17:26; I John 2;9-11; Galatians 5:13 

QUR'AN 
Sura XLrI:22 

CHORAL SELECTION 
From the Sweet-Scented StTe(tms (a Prayer 
of Baha'u'llah) - Charles Wolcott 

BAffA'r SACRED WRITINGS 
The Hidden W(Il'ds of Bah.3.'u'JlAh, (from the 
Arabic), No. 6B; Gleanings, pp. 288-28S; 
pp. 211S-219 
The World Order of BahA'u'lJ..:3.h. pp. 202-.203; 
Gleanings, CXVII, p. 249 
Prayers and Meditations, XXIII, p. 2'6 

CHORAL SELECTION 
How LoveLy Is Thy Dt.ceUi:ng Place 
Brahms 

DIRECTORY CHANGE 
The address of the San Francisco 

Spiritual Assembly was incorrectly 
listed in the May issue of BAHA'i 
NEWS. It should rea d: 

Mrs. Florence C. Haake, Secy. 
461, 11th Avenue 
San Francisco 18. California 
Since there is both a street and an 

avenue, it is important to make this 
correction. 

COLORED REPRINT OF 
TEMPLE DEDICATION STORY 
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Many Baha'is were impressed 
with the full-page colored photo
graph of the Baha'i Temple and the 
illustrated feature article on the 
Temple and the Baha'i Faith pub
lished in the Chicago Sunday Trib: 
une at the time of the dedication. 
A reprint of this has now been made 
in full color, with the permission of 
the Chicago Tribune. 

The article is entitled "Temple of 
Light" and in it the Temple, the 
story of its building, the develop
ment of the Faith in this country, 
and the principles for which it 
stands are beautifully portrayed. 
The inscriptions over the exterior 
doorways are listed. Describing the 
Temple the article states-"Like In
dia's Taj Mahal, it is an extraordin
ary achievement in architecture. 
But the Taj is a tomb ... while this 
notable edifice in a Chicago suburb, 
also entitled to world fame, is a tern· 
pIe for meditation, prayer, and de
votion to the brotherhood of man~ 
kind ... The soft radiance of peace, 
for which the BaM'is forever pray t 
floods the unique and gracious struc. 
ture.'7 

This four-page folder on white en· 
ameled paper is useful for all types 
of teaching, contact, and publicity 
work, and it is hoped that wide dis· 
tribution will be made of this item. 
(See next page for further descrip
tion and prices.) 

BAHA'I PRAYERS IN PROCESS 

The manuscript of the new com~ 
pilation of prayers has been receiv~ 
recently by the Publishing Commit
tee and is now in ilie process of be
ing set in type. This is a new book 
and requires new typesetting, proof· 
reading and plates, and cannot, 
therefore, be completed for several 
weeks. 

Two books a re being printed: one, 
a general selection of prayers, suit· 
able for all occasions and ideal as a 
gift for anyone, Baha'i or non~Baha'i. 
The other book, in addition to the 
general prayers, has a section with 
prayers for special occasions, such 
as the Obligatory Prayers and 
others. 
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"AMERICA'S SPIRITUAL 
MISSION" 

The American National Teaching 
Committee states that many believ
ers, who hear the "Divine Plan" or 
"Tablets of the Divine Plan" re
ferred to, are not aware that these 
are published in the booklet Amer
ica's Spiritual MissiDn. 

These Tablets, were revealed by 
'Abdu'l-Baha in 1916-17 for the Amer
ican Baha'is, outlining their teach
ing responsibilities around the world. 
It was following this that Martha 
Root began her historic journeys, 
the John Hyde Dunn s went to Aus
tralia, Fanny Knobloch went to South 
Africa and other Baha'is arose to 
put the Divine Plan into effect. 

The Guardian refers frequently to 
the primacy conferred upon the 
American Baha'i CommlUlity as the 
"chosen trustees of (this) Divine 
Plan", the "executors of 'Abdu'l
Baha's Plan", and speaks, in his 
momentous letters of March, 1951, 
November, 1951, June 1952 and Oc
tober, 1952, of "the Grand Design de
lineated in 'Abdu'l-Baha's immortal 
Tablets," and of the course of the 
World Crus ade as' 'chartered by 
'Abdu'l-Baha's infallible Pen." 

Every American Baha'i, to be 
completely attuned to the World Cru
sade, should be thoroughly familiar 
with America's Spiritual Mission. 

The Baha'i Publishing Committee 
has this booklet; self-cover, 54 pp. 

Per copy ....... $.20 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 
Chicago Sunday Tribune Reprint 

(New, 1953 Dedication edition). A 
splendid article on the Baha'i Faith 
and the House of Worship which ap
peared in the magazine section of 
the Chicago Sunday Tribune. Con
tains three full-colored photographs 
of the Temple (two of the interior). 
Four-page folder, printed on 7%xlOlh 
inch white enameled paper. (See 
page 15 for story). 
(minimum order) 10 copies ... $ .75 

100 copies ... $6.00 
Public :\Ieeting Cards. Double 

card, perforated, top portion of 
which carries a quotation from 
'Abdu'l-Baha. Lower portion is an 
address card for contacts who wish 
to be informed of future Baha'i meet-
ings. 

100 CC1pies ' .. $ 1.75 
500 copies ... $ 7.50 

1000 copies " . $13.00 

Faith in Action. Prepared by the 
Baha'i Inter-Racial Teaching Com
mittee of 1953-54, this clearly organ
ized study of the Baha'i' approach to 
human relations is ideal for either 
group or personal deepening. 26 
pages, 8~" x 14" • mimeographed. At 
present there is only a small supply 
made available by the Baha'i Inter
Racial Committee for distribution by 
the Publishing Committee. 

Per copy ...... $ .60 

The Religion of Humanity. By 
Horace Holley. Prepared by the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly especially 
for presentation to public figures 
(see page 7, June BAHA'i NEWS), this 
pamphlet is also useful for firesides 
and personal contacts. 
(minimum order) 10 copies ... $1.00 

50 copies ... $4.50 

HOLY DAYS 
July 9, Martyrdom of the Bab 

FEASTS 
July 13, Kalimitt, Words 
August 1, Kamal, Perfection 
August 20, Asma', Names 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
July 2, 3, 4, 5 
July 30, 31, August 1 

BAHA'I HOUSE OF WORSHIP 
Visiting Hours 
Weekdays: 10:30 A.M.-4:30 P.M. 

7:30 P.M.-9:00 P.M. 
Sundays: 10:30 A.M.-9:00 P.M. 
Service of Worship; Sunday at 3:30, 

lasting until 4:15. (No guided tours 
will be conducted during the serv
ice of worship,) 

JULY, 1954 

"Glory be unto Thee, 0 my- God! 
Verily, th;s Thy servant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gathered undeT 
the shadow of Thy mercy and they 
are united through Thy favor and 
generosity. 0 Lord Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine fOT them every good 
through Thy bounty and grace •. ." 

Binghamton, New York-Miss Ida 
Lovell Noyes to Mr. Ward Harvey 
Hawley, April 19, 1954. 

Binghamton, New York-Miss Dau
na Dee Robinson to rvIr. James 
Edward Parsons, June 13, 1954. 

"Death proffereth unto every con
fident believer the cup that is hje 
indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
bearer of gladness, It conferreth the 
gift of everlasting life," 

Mr. William Preston 
Epping, New Hampshire 
January 11, 1954 

Mrs. Loretta Latimer 
Topeka, Kansas 
April 20, 1954 

Mrs. Mabel Byron 
Monroe, Washington 
May 5, 1954 

Mr. Alfred E. Anderson 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 
May 13, 1954 

Mr. Walter Buchanan 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
May 28, 1954 

Mrs. Minerva Preble 
Washington 8, D. C. 
May 28, 1954 

Mr. William J. Wheaton 
San Francisco 10, California 
May 28, 1954 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested 1rom national committees and local assemblies of 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the tenth day of the month 
preceding the date 01 issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1954-1955: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Man
aging Editor; Mr. David Ned Blackmer, Assistant Editor; Mrs. Beatrice Ashton, Miss Edna True. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of Address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Administrative Headquarters, 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois, U.S.A. 
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REPORT TO THE BEUEVERS 

World Cru9ade Budget 
SECOND YEAR 

Dearly Beloved Friends: 
This report covers the results of our combined efforts in support of our 

Budget for the first six weeks (May 1 to June 15, 19.54) of this Baha'i Year. The 
Resolve Plan which is designed to produce a minimum of $l5(),OOO from Local 
Assemblies and Groups, and $325,000 from individual believers, stands as 
follows: 

Local Assemblies and Groups 
Individual Believers 

Total Resolves to June 15, 1954 

$12,170.00 
25,124.02 

$37,294.02 

Thus far, on~y 15 Assemblies, 5 groups, and 174 individuals have sent their 
Resolves to the National Treasurer's Office. as represented by the figures 
quoted above. 

Actual contributions received during this same period (May 1 to June 15, 
19.54) amounted to: 

From Local Assemblies and Groups 
From Individual Believers 

Totals 

In Resolves 
$1,226.34 

4,463.34 

$5,689.68 

1vliscellaneous other 
than Resolves 

$12,641.25 
14,566.95 

$27,206.20 

On the basis of an average monthly Budget requirement of approximately 
$40,000 in relation to our total Budget of $475,000, we should have received for 
this sixeweek period, total contributions of at least $60,{X)(). This means that we 
have fallen short approximately $27,OO(} in contributions as of June 15. 

Actual working capital available to your National Assembly from all sources, 
which must sustain many of our valiant pioneers in the far.flung teaching 
fields, cover the operating expenses of the National Offices, and maintain the 
increasingly important Temple activities, has reached an alarmingly low 
point of approximately $6,000. 

We are aware that many Assemblies, Groups, and Individuals are giving 
prayerful consideration to the amount of their Resolves before transmitting 
them to the National Treasurer. However, in view of the urgency of our finan
cial problem, we hope that not only will the Resolves start pouring in, but that 
contributions toward the Resolves may also begin 'Without delay, wherever 
possible. 

The miraculous accomplishments that we were privileged to witness and, in 
such a large measure, to participate in during the opening year of our Crusade, 
were made possible by translating our love and devotion to our beloved 
Guardian into obedience to his directions, and by the spirit of unity which 
animated the American Baha'i Community in its zeal to support the Crusade, 

It seems fitting that we capture this spirit of love and unity in our deter· 
mination to meet ever)" objective placed before us during this important 
Second Year of the Crusade, the most vital of which is success in meeting our 
total National Budget, without which none of the other objectives can fully 
flourish nor reach complete fruition. 

Faithfully YOUTS, 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

P.S, - For the convenience of those who have misplaced the Resolve form 
which accompanied the Budget statement in the May issue of BAHA"£ NEWS, a 
duplicate form is enclosed. 



WORLD CRUSADE RESOLVE PLAN 
1954-1955 

"God does not ask from any soul except according to his ability 
Whosoever comes with one good act, God will give him tenfold ... 
o ye lovers of the Bea.uty oj the True One! Become ye self-sacrificing. 
Become ye selj-sacrificing,H 

-'Abdu'l-Bahii 

NATIONAL BUDGET-Total amount ................ $475,000.00 

25 
150 
200 
250 
500 

1250 
1000 

3375 

Estimated subscriptions by Local Assemblies and Groups -
Minimum of ......................................... $150,000.00 

The Local Assemblies and Groups should 
subscribe to the Resolve Plan On a basis 
of their past experience and an evaluation 
of their greatest capaCity this year to 
support the Fund. 

Estimated subscriptions by individual believers-
Minimum of ......................................... $325,000.00 

Contributions under the Resolve Plan are 
in addition to those made directly to the 
International Fund in Haifa and in support 
of Local Funds. 

Guide for Indh'idnal BcHevers 

$475,000.00 

Every 30 Every 19 
Days - or Days
Monthly 19 Months 

Believers to give $1,000.00 each S 25,000.00 $8333 $52.62 

" 
" 

500.00 " 75,000.00 41.67 26.32 
250.00 " 50,000.00 20.83 13.16 
150.00 .. 37,500.00 12.50 7.90 
100.00 " 50,000.00 8.33 5.26 

" 50.00 " 62,500.00 4.17 2.63 
25.00 " 25,000.00 2.08 1.32 

$325,000.00 

(Anyone is free to choose his own category which may 
be greater or smaller than the amounts listed above) 

(All Local Assemblies and individuals are requested 
to indicate the amount of their resolve on this form) 

WORLD CRUSADE RESOLVE PLAN 

NATIONAL BAHA'i Treasurer 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 

Our IMy Resolv,e is to contribute this year 
Payment(s) will be made: 

Every 19 days 
Every 30 Days 
Quarterly 

....... S 

or __ 

(Make checks payable to: NATIONAL BAHA'i FUND.) 

Signature ___________ _ 
Local Assembly or individuai. 

Address __ _ 

Date _____ _ 
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THE GUARDIAN EXPECTS 
AN UPSURGE OF ACTIVITY 

As the Guardian cabled the entire 
Baha'i world at the time of the Con
ventions, he hopes that the dynamic 
spirit which was generated during 
the first year of the Plan will be 
augmented during the second year 
of the Plan, and all the Baha'is arise 
everywhere with renewed effort in 
order to spread the Glad-Tidings. 
This year must mark a very sub
stantial increase in the Dumber of 
Baha'is throughout the world - On 

the homefronts, in the consolida
tion areas. and in the virgin areas. 
Particular attention should be paid 
to the home fronts and the consolida
tion areas. As the Guardian in
dicates, he is expecting I'an upsurge 
of activity which, in its range and 
intensity. will excel the exploits 
which have so greatly enlarged the 
limits, and noised abroad the fame, 
of the Cause of God." 

The Guardian urges that all the 
Baha'is center their complete atten· 
tion on the ohliga tions of the Ten 
Year Crusade. He feels that no new 
activities should be undertaken of 
any type, whether of a local or a 
national nature. The friends must 
concentrate On the goals of the Ten 
Year Crusade, which are principally 
national and universal. For instance, 
no local l:1a~iratu'l-Quds should be 
considered during the Ten Year eru· 
sade. no projects on a national scale 
should be considered which do not 
definitely relate themselves to the 
prosecution of the Ten Year Cru
sade. Funds should not be used for 
any purpose except the objects of 
the Ten Year Crusade. 

We are- embarked upon the great· 
est spiritual drama the world has 
ever witnessed; and it is going to 

BAHA'I YEAR 111 

require the sacrifice of every indi
vidual, every community and every 
Assembly. whether local or national, 
in order to reach the goals. The 
Guardian feels they can be reached 
if we will concentrate, and not allow 
our attention to be diverted for a 
moment for any purpose whatso· 
ever. 

(The excerpts published above 
were taken from a letter written on 
behalf of the Guardian by his As
sistant Secretary, dated May 6, 
1954.) 

COMMENTARY: NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Beloved Friends: 
The foregoing message from Haifa 

is a call to our 'I dynamic spirit" -
the spirit generated during Jubilee 
and the first year of the World Cru
sade. Shoghi Effendi expects nothing 
less than an "upsurge" of activity 
representing devotion to the Plan. 
The Plan is within the re aIm of our 
capacity, but we must concentrate 
our time, energy, thought and re
sources upon its task and not dissi
pate them on secondary matters. 

This concentration can be ex
pressed over a wide field of impor
tant work: pioneering in a virgin 
goal, pioneering in a consolidation 
area, proclamation 'Of the Faith, spe
cialized efforts among Indians and 
Negroes, - service in the continen
tal areas and service on the home 
front. 

Let us learn how to center our 
complete attention upon the obliga
tions of the Ten Year Crusade, and 
by daily prayer and meditation at
tain a renewal of life within the 
blessed spiritual realm in which the 
Guardian is the radiant Interpreter 
of the divine Will and the conqueror 
of the Kingdom. We must count our 
resources by pennies and our time 
by minutes. Nothing is too small to 
be used for the World Crusade! 

-NAnoNAL SFmITUAL AsSEIVIBLY 

AUGUST, 1954 

DESIGNS WANTED FOR 
MASHRIQU'L-ADHKAR TO BE 
BUILT IN PERSIA 

National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of the United States 
and National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of Canada 

Dear Baha'i Friends: 
Very active consideration is now 

being given to the erection -of the 
Ma@riqu'l-Adbkar for Persia. The 
Guardian has asked the Persian 
Baha'is to submit plans for this no
ble edifice. They have provided him 
with so-me plans. 

Owing to the great importance of 
this unique structure, the beloved 
Guardian feels submissions should 
be made by Baha'i architects from 
many parts of the world; and he is 
therefore asking your Assemblies to 
inform the friends that he would val
ue any suggestions or plans which 
any of the Baha'is may wish to sub
mit for this sacred enterprise. Will 
you please let the friends know that 
the Guardian will appreciate any 
submissions anyone might wish to 
make. 

In height, the building should be 
not more than 7n meters, although 
he feels perhaps a building 65 meters 
high is sufficient. The building 
should be wider than the Temple in 
Chicago, so as to accommodate more 
people. The interior plans should be 
so set up as to develop a spacious
ness. 

Of course, it is understood by that 
the building should be circular in 
shape, and nine-sided. 

The Guardian does not wish de
tailed blueprint drawings, but he 
'WOuld like a general drawing of the 
proposals which anyone wishes to 
submit. 

It is probably best that the friends 
submit their proposals to the Nation
al Assembly, so that the National 
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Assembly may in turn send them 
on directly here to the Holy Land. 

The Guardian sends you his loving 
greetings, 

Faithfully yours, 
(signed) Leroy Ioas, Asst. Secy. 

COMMENTA.RY: N .... TIONA1. SPIRITUAL. ,ASSEMBLY 

Beloved Friends: 
The letter written on behalf of the 

Guardian by his Assistant Secretary 
brings to our attention a Baha'i proj
ect of intense historical interest and 
spiritual significance. 

To think that we are drawing near 
to the blessed hour when a House of 
Worship can be constructed in 
Baha'u'llah's native land - the cra
dle of the Faith as the Guardian has 
termed Iran - is to realize with 
what majestic, what awful Power 
the divine Will is manifested in the 
Day of God. For in that empire all 
things' resisted the Dawn' of the Sun 
of Truth. Life itself was organized 
as a denial of the light of faith -
then with incredible swiftness the 
dark clouds are banished and the 
fiUul DaVlll becomes the luminous 
Day. 

The appeal is particularly -directed 
to believers who can prepare archi
tectural plans - a general drawing 
of the proposals. This general draw
ing and any other relevant data are 
to be submitted to the National Spir
itual Assembly of the United States 
by American believers t and the Na
tional Assembly in turn will transmit 
all suggestions to the Guardian. 

Here indeed is a theme to inspire 
the creative architect! 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

THE MOST IMPORTANT THING 

FOR BAHA'I SCHOOLS 

He (the Guardian) thinks the less 
time spent on such topics as "Cur
rent Events in the light of the 
Baha'i Faith" and "The Baha'i Faith 
and Modern Science" the better. 
There is no harm in having an 
evening lectnre by a qualified speak
er once on each of these subjects, 
but he certainly does not feel that 
much time should be spent on them, 
for the very simple reason that there 
is so Ii ttle tha t c an be said on the 
subject. The Baha'is are not sci
entists, and cannot very well go into 
details of the reI a tion of the Bah a' i 
Faith to Modern Science; and "Cur
rent Events in the Light of the 

Baha'i Faith" is also a topic which 
can be dealt with briefly. 

He feels that the most important 
thing for the Baha'i Schools all over 
the world at present to do is to 
strongly impress upon the Baha'i at
tendants the urgency of arising not 
only to fulfill pioneer goals and to 
consolidate the work on the home 
front, which is getting weaker every 
year instead of stronger, but also to 
bring home to the friends the neces
sity oj dispersing. 

He is quite serious in stating that 
he believes that even in the large 
cities, such as New York, Chicago, 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Wash
ington, Baltimore, etc., the Cause 
would not suffer if the membership 
were reduced to fifteen. The Baha'is, 
who have been struggling for practi
cally fifty years to attract people to 
the Faith in these immense cities, 
have been wholly unsuccessful, when 
one considers the slight numerical 
increase in the voting lists. He 
therefore feels that they had better 
go out and teach in towns and vil
lages. They will be safer, in case 
war should break out, and they will 
be better off spiritually,· away from 
these centers of intense materialism, 
where so much time is wasted on 
triviatities and non-essentials. 

The Baha'is must realize that they 
belong to a world-wide Order, and 
not an American civilization. They 
must try and introduce the Baha'i 
atmosphere of life and thought into 
their Summer Schools, rather than 
making the Summer School an epi
sode and a pleasant vacation period, 
during which they learn a little more 
about the Faith. 

COMMENTARY: NATIONAL SPIRITUAL. ASSEMBL.Y 

The excerpts published above 
were taken from a letter written on 
behalf of the Guardian by his Secre
tary dated May 23, 1954. They repre
sent, therefore, the latest word from 
the Guardian concerning the func
tion of the Baha'i School in the World 
Crusade. 

Since so many believers attend the 
Schools, the National Spiritual As
sembly feels that these excerpts 
have wide interest, particularly as 
they give us in written form some of 
the strong statements we have heard 
orally from recent pilgrims. 

Thus, while the letter was ad
dressed to one of the Schools, its 
contents have direct application to 
the life of the friends in their local 
communities. 

AUGUST, 1954 

THE QUESTION OF DISPERSAL 
View. of the 

N.tional Spiritual Assembly 

Beloved Friends: 

Wha t is this a bout dispersal? What 
are the pilgrims bringing back from 
the Guardian? What are we expect
ed to do? 

These and many similar questions 
are now being raised in the Ameri
can Baha'i Community. A spirit of 
tulcertainty and anxiety can be dis
cerned here and there. 

In order to place the situation be
fore the friends with all available 
facts and on the sound basis of lov
ing devotion to the best interests of 
the Faith, the National Spiritual 
Assembly presents its views for con
sideration by the friends. 

We recall the emphasis laid during 
Jubilee by 'Amalu'I-Baha Rul).iyyih 
Khanum, the Guardian's represent
ative, upon the need for dispersal 
by Baha'is from larger communities 
for pioneer service in America or 
abroad. The institution of the local 
assembly, she pointed out, could be 
maintained by a dozen or so mem
bers, making it possible for the re
maining Baha'is to disperse and pio
neer. In her talks the Guardian's 
represen ta ti ve s poke plainly about 
the destructive forces threatening 
the larger American cities. 

In essence, except for the element 
of timing, these statements were not 
new and revolutionary warnings. In 
many passages the Baha'i literature 
available for years has forewarned 
the world of the meaning of the Day 
of God_ "Beseeeh ye the one true 
God to grant that all men may be 
graciously assisted to fulfill that 
which is acceptable in Our sight. 
Soon will the present-day order be 
rolled up, and a new one spread out 
in its stead." Or: uSa blind hath be
come the human heart that neither 
the disruption of the city, nor the 
reduction of the mountain in dust, 
nor even the cleaving of the earth, 
can shake off its torpor. The allu
sions made in the Scriptures have 
been tmfolded. and the signs record
ed ilierein have been revealed, and 
the prophetic cry is continually: __ be
ing raised. And yet all, except such 
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Between Haifa and 'Akki ties the Shrine at Babji, here seen from the air. The small room with the pyramidal roof, situated on 

the near corner of tbe group of buUdlngs is the Tomb of Baha.'u'Uah. 

as God was pleased to guide, are 
bewildered in the drWlkenness of 
their heedlessness. It Moreover! in 
The Promised Day Is Come~ 
Shoghi Effendi dramatically ex
pounded the whole thesis of the fatal
ity of our time in terms of the re
jection of the Bab and Baha'u'llah 
by church and state. For years we 
have been prepa red for the climax 
of that divine action whose purpose 
is to cleanse and purify the world 
and establish the Christ-Promised 
Kingdom among men. Therefore, 
when pilgrims bring later statements 
of the Guardian, these statements 
conform to the meaning of things 
already known, They fit into the pat
tern of truth already possessed_ 
What is new is not fact but aware
ness that the Divine action will not 
forever be deferred but operates at 
its OWn appointed and mysterious 
hour. 

What have we of truth assured be
yond debate? 

First, the tasks of the World Cru
sade itself which call for the .dis
persal of a great body of pioneers to 

virgin and to consolidation areas 
throughout the world. The needs of 
the Ten Year Plan are at present 
far, far from being met. Second, the 
spiritual glory and reward of arising 
voluntarily, leaving one's home, and 
settling in some new city out of lov
ing sacrifice for the Faith. Third, 
the undoubted truth that the call for 
dispersal of American Baha'is lays 
a great moral responsibility upon us 
alL It is more than an opportunity 
or invitation - dispersal represents 
a moral obligation to each who can 
respond and therefore a failure in
volving spiritual suffering for those 
who do not respond_ As far as the 
National Assembly can discern, hun
dreds and hWldreds of American 
Baha'is had been expected to dis
perse before now. Each later pilgrim 
brings sterner warning that the Day 
of God is a reality - the world will 
be purged of its godless materialism 
and its tyrannical superstitions, and 
the hour is at hand. Fourth, that 
our response as Baha'is is not that 
of panic but of devotion. We are not 
trying to flee to some refuge, but 

we are trying to offer the Teachings 
to a new body of people and build 
up a new com m Wli ty here or 
abroad_ This matter of right motiva
tion is of paramount importance. 

Finally, the Home-Front Teaching 
Plan lists a large number of Ameri
can cities where settlers are urgent
ly needed_ These goals have been 
selected as fairly representative 
of the distribution of population 
throughout the United States. The 
Ten Year Plan calls for 300 local 
assemblies by 1963. It is possible for 
a far greater number of American 
Baha'is to settle in another town in 
their OViD country than abroad. 
Thus, the feeling of profound ur
gency (which is being felt outside 
as well as inside the Baha'i com
munity) now stirring ,the hearts of 
devoted believers, caQ express itself 
in a common plan the success of 
which will vastly strengthen the 
Faith In America .. The goal cities 
were not chosen because they are all 
immWle to destruction in war or oth .. 
er catastrophe. But" every existing 
Assembly must be preserved, as the 
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Guardian informed the convention. 
Beloved friends t There is no doubt 

but that these are fateful days. No 
man knows what tomorrow will 
bring. But the Baha'j knows that the 
Divine purpose is to purify the world 
and establish the Kingdom. He re
calls the mighty roll of martyrs who 
consciously yielded up their lives un
der torture because they would not 
disavow their precious faith. The 
Baha'i has supreme assurance of im
mortality. These beiog the funda
mentals of .life he can with convic
tion meet the great issues of the 
current time and, without the fear or 
the hysteria which overtake non-be
lievers, make his greatest contribu
tion to the triumph of the new world 
order of Baha'u'llilh. 

Our first and last responsibility 
remains the achievement of the Ten 
Year Plan. "He, verily, will aid 
every one who aideth Him, and will 
remember every one who remem· 
bereth Him." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSmvrBLY 

TEACHING COMMITTEES 
AND THE WORLD CRUSADE 

Beloved Friends: 

Do the American believers realize 
that our whole collective administra
ti ve effort to carry out the proj ects 
of the World Crusade assigned to the 
United States is channeled through 
five Teaching Committees? That 
these Committees are an organic in
stitution for concentrating facilities 
and direction upon five great areas 
of the world? 

1, American Nationa! Teaching 
Committee. This Committee (with 
jls Area Committees to help) has 
responsibility for maintaining all es
tablished local Assemblies, develop
log groups to Assembly status, plac
ing pioneers in goal cities, assisting 
the pioneers to form groups - all 
with the ultimate aim of three hWl
dred Assemblies by 1963. 

To visualize this degree of respon
sibility - at the end of the first year 
of the Ten Year Plan we eleded 
nine new As-sem blies, restored two 
old ones, but ~ost fourteen - a net 
1055 of three! 

2. Africa Teaching Co.mmittee. 
Study again the African territories 
allotted to the United States in the 
Guardian's Ten Year Plan. Realize 
how far away, how varied, hoW new 
the conditions which this Committee 
meets and deals with· in the perform-

ance of its great task. The high 
drama of pioneer settlement evolves 
into the epic story of consolidation, 
with the arrangements subject to un
expected change from time to time 
from sources beyond .Baha'i control. 
The work of this Committee during 
the first year of the Ten Year Plan 
was arduous but its results superb. 

To settIe 10 any U.S. African area, 
apply to: 

Africa Teaching Committee 
Mrs. Sylvia Parmalee, Secy. 
4700, 47th Street, N.W. 
Washington 16, D.C. 

3. Asia Teaching Committee. The 
other four Committees had founda
tions of prior experience upon which 
to build. The Asia Committee occu
pies a new field in which American 
believers had no administrative par
ticipation before the Crusade began. 
Much of its territory has special re
strictions of travel and settlement, 
housing, jobs, etc. Despite these ob
stacles, pioneers went forth to near
ly all United States areas, and pio
neers are actively trying to enter 
those not yet occupied on account 
of travel and settlement restrictions. 

To adventure in the Asia territory 
submit your application to: 

Asia Teaching Committee 
Miss Charlotte M. Linfoot, Secy, 
156 Nova Drive 
Piedmont 10, California 

4, European Teaching Committee. 
This Committee entered its field in 
1946 and had attaioed signal results 
in the ten cotultries of Western Eu
rope when the World Crusade began. 
It has maintained a European office 
in Geneva, has developed Italy and 
Switzerland to National Assembly 
status, raised up local' Assemblies 
and groups in other countries, con
ducted the Third Intercontinental 
Teaching Conference in Stockholm, 
and noW under the Ten Year Plan 
widens its area of effort. There are 
languages into which Baha'i texts 
are to be translated, virgin 
goals to fill, Temple sites to acquire, 
Haziratu'l-Quds to be bought or 
built, new National Spiritual Assem
blies to establish, etc, Here is a firm 
and solid foundation On which the 
new world order can be raised, 

To pioneer in the European area, 
address: 

European Teaching Committee 
Miss Edna M. True, Chairman 
418 Forest Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 
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5. Western Hemisphere Teaching 
Committee, This Committee has re
sponsibility for all pioneer areas as
signed to the United States in the 
Western World, iocludiog the task of 
forming National Assemblies in 
Al aska and in the countries of Cen
tral and South America. This is the 
most stupendous task carried by the 
American Baha'is in the consolida
tion field under the Ten Year Plan. 
Many workers are needed to achieve 
this task - Spanish or Portuguese
speaking Baha'is - in addition to 
the gallant Baha'is in Central and 
South America. 

Those who can work in the West
ern Hemisphere are to correspond 
with: 

Western Hemisphere Teaching 
Committee, 
Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin, Secy. 
73 College Road West, 
Princeton. New Jersey 
Our teaching efforts are now rein

forced by those of the new Auxiliary 
Board of nine, each of whom will 
take circuits either in Canada, the 
United States, Central or South 
America, but the ultimate energy 
derives from the body of believers. 
More volunteers are needed in all 
areas! 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

MEMORIAL IN TEMPLE IN 
TRIBUTE TO MARION JACK 

On Saturday evening, July 3, over 
two hundred believers gathered at 
the House of Worship in Wilmette to 
honor a pioneer, Marion Jack, on 
whom a very great station was con
ferred by the Guardian. Acting upon 
the advice of the Guardian, the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States, in association with the 
Canadian National Assembly and 
through the European Teaching 
Committee, prepared the program in 
tribute to this HImmortal heroine," 
printed at the right. 

In his opening remarks, the chair
man, Mr. Paul Haney, Hand of the 
Cause. cited thes e words of the 
Guardian. cabled in 1947, which in~ 
dicate Marion Jack's steadfastness. 

"Advise encourage extend assist~ 
ance through European Teaching 
Committee beloved Marion Jack 
who over decade dauntlessly held 
fort exemplified spirit worthy emu
lation entire North American Bahi'i 
Community. " 

Mr. Haney then read the Guard-
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ian's cable received by the National 
Assembly in March, 1954, which 
said, 

"Mourn loss of immortal heroine, 
Marion Jack, greatly loved and 
deeply admired by 'Abdu'l-Baha, a 
shining example to pioneers of pres
ent and future generations of East 
and West, surpassed in constancy, 
dedication, self-abnegation and fear
lessness by none except the incom
parable Martha Root. 

Her unremitting, highly-meritori
ous activities in the course of al
most half a century, both in North 
America and Southeast Europe, at
taining their climax in the darkest, 
most dangerous phase of the second 
World War, shed imperishable 
lustre on contemporary Baha'i his
tory. This triumphant soul is now 
gathered to the distinguished band 
of her co-workers in the Abba King
dom-Martha Root, Lua Getsinger, 
May Maxwell, Hyde Dunn, Susan 
Moody, Keith Ransom-Kehler, Ella 
Bailey and Dorothy Baker. whose 
remains, lying in such widely scat
tered areas of the globe as Honolulu, 
Cairo, Buenos Aires, Sydney. Tihrim. 
Isfahim, TripOli and the depths of 
the Mediterranean Sea, attest the 
magnificence of the pioneer services 
rendered by the North American 
Baha'i Community in the Apostolic 
and Formative Ages of the Baha'i 
Dispens a tion. . ." 

Mrs. Amelia Collins, Hand of the 
Cause, who was present when news 
of Marion Jack's passing reached 
the Guardian, recalled that one of 
her first duties in Haifa had been to 
write a letter on behalf of the Gua rd
ian to Marion Jack in which "he 
poured out such love, such tender
ness, such solicitude that it was 
overpowering." The Guardian fre
quently would mention this devoted 
soul in connection with pioneering, 
saying, as Mrs. Collins recalled, "We 
have a pattern for the pioneers
a perfect pattern-Marion Jack." 
Hearing about her passing, the Guar
dian was not grieved, but his face 
was radiant. In closing, Mrs. Collins 
said that if each pioneer can win just 
a little of the joy and solitude the 
Guardian has shown Marion Jack, 
they will have attained their 
stations. 

Recalling Miss Jack's life and 
services, Miss Edna True gave a 
warm picture of "Jackie", as she 
was endearingly called by her 
friends. Marion Jack wa s born in 
St. Johns, New BTlUlSwick, on 

MEMORIAL PROGRAM 
1. Foundation Hal! 

Music: Italian S}lTIphony, Men
d€lssohn 
R€ading: In the Name of God. 
the Most High! Lauded and glo
rified art Thou . . . (Baha'i 
Prayers, 22) by Mrs. Laura 
Davis, representing the Cana
dian Baha'i Community. 
Remarks by Chairman, Mr. 
Paul Haney, Hand ot the Cause, 
chairman fOI" the program. 
Marion Jack-Her Life and 
Services-Miss Edna True 
Marion Jack-Immortal Heroine 
-Mr. Horace Holley, Hand of 
the Cause. 

II. AuditoTium 
Reading; They that have for
saken their country . .. (Glean
ings, 334-335) 
Reading; The Best-Beloved is 
come. . (Gleanings, 34-35) 
Reading: HeaT Me, ye moTi:at 
birds . .. (Gleanings, 320-321) 
Readjng: Emerge fTom behind 
the veil . .. (Gleanings, 148.-1(9) 
Reading: Praise be unto Thee, 
Who aTi: my God, .. (Prayers 
and Meditations, 266, 267, 268, 
278-279) 

Reading; 
(Prayers 
313) 

Tablet of Visitation 
and Meditations, 310-

December 1, 1866, and ascended to 
the Abha Kingdom in Sofia, Bul
garia, March 25, 1954. Art and music 
were her chief interests. Canadian 
by birth, she was educated in Eng
land and France. During her student 
days in Paris Jackie first heard of 
the Baha'i Faith from Mason 
Remey. Mr, Remey, Hand of the 
Cause, wrote Miss True the follow
ing: 

"My first remembrance of Marion 
Jack was when we were students in 
the Latin Quarter in Paris. She was 
studying painting, I, architecture 
and I used to see her in the 'Quarter' 
along the boulevard on Mont Parn
asse. In the Quarter lived a Mme. 
Phillipe who kept a Pension where 
a number of girl students lived. 
Mme, Phillipe gave dancing parties 
at infrequent intervals. It was at 
one of these affairs, a fancy dress 
dance, that I met Marion, She was 
dressed in a fiery red costume that 
she had made herself of crinkled 
tissue paper topped off by an enor
mous 'Merry Widow' hat decorated 
with large yellow paper flowers. , , 
it \,,~as as we danced and sat out be
tween dances that I told Marion of 
the Baha'i Faith. She was, as many 
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were in those early days, afire with 
the Faith then and there, all at Once. 
Marion met the Baha'i, came to 
meetings in my studio and else
where, and that was the beginning 
of her belief." 

In 1908, Mr, Remey met Marion 
Jack again in 'Akka, where she was 
remaining for some time, teaching 
English to the Master's grandchil
dren. 

Just when she returned to North 
America is not clear but we know 
that she performed vitally important 
pioneer services in Alaska and the 
Yukon. Friends speak of meeting her 
in the Maxwell home in Montreal in 
1914. Later, she spent considerable 
time in Green Acre helping with the 
teaching work and painting land
scapes and portraits. Many friends 
remember this joyous, wholly dedi
cated soul from those days. Im
pressed by her gracious charm, her 
understanding, her twinkling sense 
of hwnor J everyone who recounts 
some acquaintance or association 
with her does so with a smile which 
seems to spring spontaneously from 
the mention of her name. Jackie, 
ageless in her complete "at-home
ness" with young and old alike, was 
beloved wherever she .went, drawing 
an to her and to each other through 
the quality of her faith, love and 
devotion to the Cause, and to her 
beloved Guardian, 

Making the dissemination of the 
Faith her main purpose in life, con
secrating all her energies and activi
ties to this, she was one of the very 
first believers to respond to the 
Master's call in His Divine Plan. 

In 1930, Jackie again returned to 
Haifa. During this visit, the Guard
ian sent her to Sofia, Bulgaria, 
where she was to spend the re
mainder of her life. At the Guard
ian's request, Mrs. Bolles and her 
daughter, Jeanne, visited Jackie in 
1936 and found her holding frequent 
meetings, well-attended by doctors, 
professors and people of very evi
dent capacity. From Sofia she at
tended the German Summer School 
several times ~ and taught the Faith 
in both Vienna and Budapest. al
ways returning to her post in Sofia, 
despite the restrictions existing in 
Bulgaria. 

With the first rumblings of World 
War II, everyone who could fled 

- The photGgraph of Marion Jack, published 
on page 4 of the JUly issue of BAHA'I NEWS, 
was taken in 1953 on Ule terrace of the Baha'i 
Summer School in Esslingen-Krummenacker. 
Germany. it has just been learned from 
German friends in Esslingen. 
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from that threatened country but 
Jackie refused, preferring, as she 
put it, to "remain at the switch. I. 

Mr, Gustav Lowe, one of her de
voted students who came into the 
Faith through her says this of the 
obstacles she encotultered with the 
approach _ of war:_ 

HWhen World War II broke out she 
had to discontinue her meetings: 
Sofia became the center of Euro
pean systems. Neither she nor I (A 
German citizen of secondary qual
ity) could dare to be seen together. 
I kept contact with her through 
'neutral' Bulgarian citizens, She was 
in financial difficulties because her 
funds did not get to her, but her 
spirit was unbroken. 

"In October 1940, when I finally 
got my visa for the United States, 
I dared to call her on the phone and 
even to see her. She had moved to a 
cheaper hotel. Her room was prob
ably too small for two people and 
we met in the lobby. r told her of 
my plans to go to the United States 
and ... invited her to come along 
and promised that I would take care 
of her. But she declined. She told 
me that the Guardian had permitted 
her to go to Switzerland rather than 
wait for the German invasion of Bul
garia that was expected daily. She 
considered it her duty to stay in 
Sofia and would neither seek 
security in Switzerland nor in her 
native Canada nor in the United 
States. 

"We exchanged letters until Bul
garia became part of the Iron 
Curtain and she indicated that it was 
too dangerous to receive my letters 
and to write to me. II 

Though soft-spoken, extremely 
kind, loving and friendly, Marion 
Jack possessed a courage and in
domitable spirit which merited the 
special nickname, "General Jack", 
lovingly bestowed upon her by 
'Abdu'l-Baha. Serene, assured in her 
complete faith, she never swerved 
from her chosen service to the Faith 
which she loved far better than life 
itself. Now, resting among British 
soldiers in the English Cemetery in 
Sofia, her spirit will continue to pour 
out its botUlties upon the land she 
loved so well. 

These words from a letter our be
loved Guardian wrote to the Euro
pean Teaching Committee in May, 
1954, give the most poignant glimpse 
of the true quality of Marion's serv
ices to the Cause and the heroic con
ditions under which she lived and 
worked. 

"YOlUlg or old could never find a 
more inspiring pioneer in whose foot
steps to walk than this wonderful 
soul. 

"For over thirty years, with an 
enlarged heart and many other ail
ments, she remained at her post in 
Bulgaria. Never wel1-!o-do. she often 
suffered actual poverty and want; 
want of heat, want of clothin/t, want 
of food, when her money failed to 
reach her, because Bulgaria had 
come under the Soviet zone of in
fluence. She was bombed, lost her 
possessions, she was evacuated, she 
lived in drafty, cold dormitories for 
many, many months in the country. 
she returned, valiant, to the capital 
of Bulgaria after the war and con
tinued, on foot, to carry out her 
teaching work. 

"The Guardian himself urged her 
strongly, when the war tirst began 
to threaten to cut her off in Bul
garia, to go to Switzerland. She was 
a Canadian subject and ran great 
risks by remaining, not to mention 
the danger and the privations of 
war. However, she begged the 
Guardian not to insist, and assured 
him her one desire was to remain 
with her spiritual children. This she 
did up to the last breath of her 
glorious life. Her tomb will become 
a national shrine, immensely loved 
and revered, as the Faith rises in 
stature in that country. 

"He thinks that every Baha'i, and 
most particu1arly those who have 
left their homes and gone to serve 
in foreign fields, should know of, and 
tUrn their gaze to, Marion Jack." 

Closing that portion of the pro
gram held in Foundation Hall, Mr. 
Horace Ho11ey, Hand of the Cause, 
recalled Marion Jack as he knew 
her in Green Acre, an artist. He 
said: 

"How Marion Jack was able to lay 
aside the being of the artist and as
sume more and more that of samt 
and martyr is what we should con
template." 

He then cited the Tablet of 'Abdu'l
Bah" (Bahli'i Wor!d Faith, pages 354-
55) in which He reaffirmed Baha~ 
'u'llah's promise that holy and in· 
spired souls would arise to labor 
ceaselessly for the Faith of God. 

Drawing attention to the signifi
cance of the Guardian's identifying 
Marion Jack with "The distin
guished band of her co-workers in 
the Abhil Kingdom-Martha Root, 
Lua Getsinger, May Maxwell, Hyde 
Dunn, Susan Moody, Keith Ransom
Kehler, Ella Bailey and Dorothy 
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Baker," Mr. Holley said of these 
pioneers: 

"All had made the transition from 
the animal being to the human, 
"lhere the laws are reversed, where 
we acquire things by giving them 
up, where we ascend by being 
humble. All these shared one 
quality, the ability to respond to the 
true inner spirit of the Cause of God. 

"It is we," he continued, ";'ho 
should be considering life and death 
for ourselves, not for Marion Jack 
and that distinguished band. It is we 
who must realize that we stand in 
the moment of the greatest bounty 
and the greatest peril that man has 
ever faced." Mr. Holley pointed out 
that all these souls had, through faith 
and service, acquired a new and 
certain orientation so that each, in 
his hour, responded to the most vital 
need. It is for us to acquire that 
orientation, respond to the crucial 
need of the present hour, and make 
ilie decisions a bout our own pioneer~ 
ing in the light of love and 
assurance, not in a spirit of desper
ation. The source of assurance must 
be made known to the people of our 
time, and it is the joyous task of 
the handful of Baha'is to point the 
way. 

In closing, Mr. Holley quoted this 
passage from Gleanings: 

"The Book of God is wide open, 
and His Word is summoning man~ 
kind unto Him. No more than a mere 
handful, however, hath been found 
willing to cleave to His Cause, or to 
become the instruments for its pro
motion. These few have been endued 
with the Divine Elixir that can, 
alone, transmute into purest gold the 
dross of the world, and have been 
empowered to administer the in
fallible remedy for all the ills that 
afflict the children of men." 

(page 183) 
The program in Foundation Hall 

concluded, the entire assemblage 
went reverently to the Auditorium of 
the House of Worship for readings 
dedicated to the "distinguished 
band" of which Marion Jack was 
one. The evening ended with all 
standing, united, for the reading of 
the Tablet of Visitation. 

RECOGNITION OF HOLY DAYS 
The Spiritual Assembly of Du

mont, N.J., has reported that the 
Public School System has given 
permission for Baha'i children to be 
absent from classes on Baha'i Holy 
Days. 
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TRANSLATIONS REPORTED 
FROM AUSTRALIA 

Progress with Translations 
Translation of a Baha'i booklet into 

Mentawei has been completed and 
printed through the Local Spiritual 
Assembly of Djakarta. A translation 
into Samoan of the pamphlet which 
has had great success in Africa is 
ready to be printed. Niue and Ton
gan transla tions are being com
pleted. 

ALASKAN HAZIRATU'L-OUDS 
The Anchorage and Anchorage Re

cording District Baha'i Communities, 
have appointed an inter-commllility_ 
committee to take practical steps 
toward securing the site for the fu
ture Alaskan I:Ia~iratu'l-Quds. Re
plying to the question of this com
mittee as to whether the National 
Center could be located on 20 acres 
of Baha'i property now held, a letter 
from the Guardian said, "He feels 
that the ~a~iratu'l-Quds should be 
inside the city limits. Ten miles from 
the town is too far out to be practi
caL" He said further, regarding 
Point Barrow, beyond the Arctic Cir
de. "He feels that there is a great 
significance in having believers 
serving so far north; and he hopes 
that one of the friends will be able 
to secure some employment there, 
and proceed to act as a pioneer m 
this highly meritorious field. I. 

PIONEER LETTERS 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

wishes to share the following pas
sages from pioneer letters, in keep
ing with its policy of keeping the 
Baha'i world informed of the spirit 
and some of the incidents which 
characterize the unfoldment of the 
World Crusade. 

Excerpts from Pioneer Letters 
10 Ihe Weslern Hemisphere 

Teachin9 Committee 

From Nina Matthisen 
Nassall, Bahama.t;", June 25, 1954 

First of all, you will be delighted as 
we are, that the Curwins have been 
given permiSSion to stay here anoth
er year. Right now, Mr. Curv,rin is in 
Miami earning some money for 
them to live on, but will soon return 
and has a job lined up here for when 
he returns. 

At the three Firesides held on 

Maio entrance of Stanford Scbool in Sa-n
Uago, Chile. The Baha/is who own aod 
operate this institution ofter "primary 
and hi~h school education in English, 
room. board and love" to the children 
Df pioneers who are leaving for posts 
where It would be impracticable to take 
children. The only expense would be for 
clothing and personal aUOlVances for the 
cbildren. Prospective pionef"rs who are 
iuterested in this offer should write their 
respective National Spiritual Assem
bUes for details of the plan. (See BAHA'I 

NEWS, March, 1954~ page 9.) 

Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday 
evenings respectively, the regular 
attendants, at this writing, can be 
listed as 10, and 6 others attend 
the various classes intermittently. 

For two consecutive weeks a fam
ily of seven, who are Seventh-Day 
Adventists. attended the Wednesday 
evening Fireside. A series of eve
ning meetings in their own church 
have, they have explained, kept 
them from coming again, but they 
seem interested and we are planning 
to have a special evening for them 
as it has to be tied up with the Bible. 
Fortunately, Gail Curwin has made 
a deep study of the Bible and is 
well equipped to handle such a 
group. 

Our real prize, who is already a 
flame for Bahil'u'llah, is a young 22-
year-old Nassau policeman who, 
with about twenty others on the po~ 
lice force, was recruited from Bar
bados. Some are also from Trinidad. 
He is well educated and a student 
and is getting the Teachings prin
cipally through his own reading. Mr. 
Curwin contacted him first and 
talked to him about the Faith with, 
he says, apparently no response. 
Th en one evening he drop ped in at 
the Wednesday evening Fireside 
when the lesson subject happened 
to be "Prayer." He stayed on after 
we had all left and said to Mrs. Cur-
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win, "Won't you teach me how to 
pray?" 

He lives at the police barracks and 
is telling everyone of his fellow
policeman who will give him an ear, 
about the Teachings. One SW1day 
evening he called the Matthisen 
home by phone and said, "This is ur
gent. Can you come over to the bar
racks as I need help in telling some
one about the Faith." Needless to 
say, Mr. Matthisen jumped into the 
car and was off. The man he had in
terested was a diesel engineer on a 
boat from Barbados, which makes 
regular trips to Nassau and other 
islands. The next evening they came 
to the Matthisen home and spent 
the time reading and talking about 
the Faith. The engineer, before leav
ing Nassau, requested another copy 
of the New Era for his assistant en
gineer. And thus the message 
spreads! 

The young policeman comes from 
Anglican background but he told 
us he never could make himself join 
the church. "'When leaving for the 
Bahamas his mother asked him if 
he didn't think he ought to join the 
church, and even then he couldn't 
bring himself to do it. He said re
cently, "Now I know why!" We are 
not pushing him in any way - just 
giving him more books whenever he 
asks for them. He is now reading 
Some Answered Questions and his 
comment expressed a few days ago 
"Isn't it wonderful" tells his reac
tion. Before his day off he calls and 
says: "I'm off tomorrow, I would 
like to come out" and he spends the 
whole day with us, reading and rest
ing. He also drops in a t the Curwins 
for a chat ever 50 often. 

We are happy to report that we 
now have a weekly column in the 
week·end edition of the daily news
paper The Guardian which had its 
inception in 1844. Our column is 
·cal1ed "The Treasure Chest" com
piled by A. Channel, the pen name 
used by Nina Ma tthisen, who com
piles it. In it different subjects are 
used each week with quotes from 
various sources on the particular 
subject chosen for the week. It has 
been running now for three weeks 
and we hope and pray it will con
tlnue and gradually under various 
names we will introduce Baha'i pre& 
cepts, but we are being very patient 
and going very slow on it. So far 
the subjects used have been "Life", 
"The World", "A Friend" and grad
ually such subjects as Prayer, Work, 
Liberty, Pain, Education, Tests, 
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will be used. Eventually we will sub
mit "The Golden Rilles" of all re
ligions, but are biding our time on 
that. 

On JWl€ 13th, we inaugurated a 
regular Sunday afternoon Worship 
Service at 3:30. The readings are 
selected each week by a different 
member of our group. In time we 
will he able, we hope, to invite nan
Baha'is to attend, but for the present 
we feel it is another step in attract
ing the confirmations from on hlgh. 

Ex<:erpts from Pioneer Letters 
to the 

Asia Teaching Committee 

From Harry Clark 
Brunei, March 31, 1954 

Friday afternoon we went on a 
very interesting trip with the inspec
tor of schools, visiting three schools 
and spending the night in the teach
er's house in Bokok. At Baru Baru 
we watched the preparation of dried 
shrimp and drank plentifully of 
green coconut water, an ambrosial 
refreshment. At Bokok 'we learned 
that the school and house for the 
teacher were built by the kampong 
people because they wanted educa~ 
tion for their children . . . 

Going up stream from Bokok we 
came to a little clearing, and from 
there a Chinese man guided us down 
a short jungle trail to a Dyak long
house, the village of Simbatang. We 
climbed the traditional notched log 
to the entrance and were introduced 
to the headman, who did not look 
as if he had ever taken a head in 
his life. To the rhythm of two gongs, 
one of the men did a slow graceful 
dance pantomime. The light in the 
longhouse was not bright enough for 
pictures but the Dyaks were de
lighted to pose in the sun. 

So far teaching looks very difficult. 
Many people in the town know there 
are three Baha'is in their midst, but 
aside from a little idle curiosity as 
to how some of the laws of the Faith 
compare to Islam, no one has given 
the matter any more thought. 
BTunei~ AprH 30. 

Brunei is an exceptionally honest 
community and state. It is well gov
erned and the citizens are attached 
to the SuI tim who is a fine man . . . 
To us the country seems quite back
ward but the people are putting forth 
effort to catch up. The principal 
social problem is 'boredom. The Sul
tan is very religious and has attrib
uted Brunei's immense good fortune 

to God. The foundations for a four 
million dollar mosque are now being 
built. 
From Charles Duncan 

Brunei, May 21~ 1954. Things are 
rather quiet now. It is the month of 
Ramaq.an. In June there will be a 
three-day celebration of Queen 
Elizabeth's birthday at Kuala Belait. 
If we can arrange accommodations 
we will attend. We get very little 
news, but John (Fozdar) hears from 
his mother who is ill Saigon. She 
recently had a talk with one of the 
Buddhist leaders who was so im
pressed that he said he would do 
anything she suggested. She asked 
permission to give a lecture. In her 
address to 500 she said the Indians 
had brought Buddhism to Indo-China 
centuries ago and now she COmes 
from India with news of the greater 
Buddha. A young Baha'i who teaches 
school there has gone up tremendous
ly in public esteem since her talk 
and now everyone stops him on the 
street to shake his hand. 
From Virginia Breaks 

TrtLk~ Caroline Is~ands, April 6, 
1954. Sunday I had guests (com
patriots) for brunch and in the after
noon Nor and Kiosi (Micronesian 
boys) brought two girls to call. Most
lY they wanted me to take their 
pictures. The girls are extremely 
shy - wouldn't say a word in English 
- so you can imagine that conversa
tion was a hit difficult. However, 
they were all smiles when I invited 
them to come to see some trans
parencies Friday night. The girls are 
from the Mortlocks, have never been 
out of Truk atoll, and would like to 
see pictures of the o-ther islands of 
the United States. I can see making 
friends with girls here will be quite 
a problem. Although Nor was some
what shy at first, now we are old 
friends and he is quite at ease here. 

Truk, April 18, 1954. Gradually the 
people I'm associated with find out 
that I am a Baha'i. There are several 
who have asked and whom I've told 
as much as possible. Last Sunday 
I talked more to Nor. but there 
doesn't seem to be much progress 
with him. Maybe I haven't found 
the right approach yet. At least he 
talked. more than before, if that 
means anything. I often think of 
what a friend said to me about find
ing out first what the people really 
want. what they are seeking. It is 
still a hard question for me. Many 
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of them, like Nor, who are around 
the American bases, want more 
material things. They naturally take 
up, superficially at least, American 
ways. 

With Nor, I keep trying to give 
him the feeling of Our c10seness to 
all parts of the world and to all 
peoples. I have talked to him about 
what man is, what makes us different 
from animals, and I have identified 
these things as teaching of Baha'u'
lla~. I have tried. different things, 
umty of the Prophets especially. He 
had never heard of Mul)ammad until 
I told him. Also I've told him at 
various times about the principles. 
Do not think that I limit my efforts 
to this boy - it is just that making 
friends and gaining confidence of the 
peopJe is slow. 

We have an arrangement here so 
that we can get some magazines 
by air mail from Guam. The rest of 
the time I'm here I'm going to get 
Life and Holiday because I find these 
two are most interesting to the stu
dents. Illustrated articles are what 
they like. They have practically 
worn out the issues of Hotiday I 
brought with me, and the Life with 
the article about coral reefs and 
atolls is literally in pieces. They 
cannot und erstand the words in these 
but they do pretty well. 

When I speak of pioneering I take 
it for gr anted that you know I do use 
the prayers constantly, and read. 
I feel your prayers. r know we are 
workin'g together. 
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"Verily your light shall illumine 
the whole world, your spirituality 
shaH affect the heart of things. You 
shaH in truth become the lighted 
torches of the globe. Fear not, 
neither be dismayed t for your light 
shall penetrate the densest darkness. 
This is the Promise of God, which 
I give unto you. Rise! and serve the 
Power of God." 

Paris Talks, Page 168 
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AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND 

Winter School 
The Yerrinbool Baha'i School will 

hold a Winter session from August 
29 to September 6. The theme for 
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teaching is to "Equip believers for 
the Ten Year Crusade". The session 
is to be run on a community basis. 

FRANCE 
Teaching in France 

New efforts to reach the French 
populace are being initiated in re
sponse to a recent letter from the 
Guardian, through the Secretary
General of the International Council. 
Mter urging the Paris Baha'is to 
pioneer, at least in the goal cities 
of France, he adds: 

'~The Guardian would like to again 
direct your attention to the great 
importance of teaching the Faith to 
the French population, He hopes that 
soon many new friends will enter 
the Faith and that most of them will 
be French. These French couId then 
teach and confirm other French. 
This is the goal in all cotmtries: that 
the native peoples become Baha'i in 
order that they may teach the Faith 
to their compatriots." (Translated 
from the French Journal Bahci'i) 

GERMANY 
Convention Report Summary 

As a summary of Baha'i experi
ence common to all at the end of the 
fateful first year of the Ten Year 
Crusade, we quote the concluding 
paragraph from the Annual Conven
tion report of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of Germany 
and Austria. 

"The first year of the Ten Year 
Crusade, now just ended, has made 
it clear that, within this gigantic 
Plan, all that is petty and trivial 
must be absolutely laid aside in the 
path of service to the Holy Cause; 
that as a national Baha'i Commu
nity we are inseparably bound with· 
the Baha'i World Commtmity; that 
the tasks assigned to our community 
will be shared by the believers of 
all lands; and we are forced to real· 
ize that we must more and more 
think and conduct ourselves in all 
our undertakings and planning, with
in the framework of the great lUlder
taking. The year has given us cer
tainty that the Spirit of Bahit'u'llith 
activates the religious awakening, 
that the unfoldment of the oneness 
of mankind through the spirit of the 
new Revelation rWlS ahead of and 
travels in the midst of all other striv
ing toward the uniting of human
kind." 

'IRAQ 
First Year Achievements 

In lIraq, as throughout the world, 
the story of the first year of the Ten 

Members of the newly incorporated 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Elmhurst. minoi",. From left to right. 
standing: Cha.rlotte Freitag. Alvero J en. 
sen, Rouholah Zargarpor. Evelyn Vin
cent. Seated: PhylUs Rachau. WiUard 
Vincent, Laura Gartley. Walter Deppe. 

Vera. Deppe. 

Year Crusade is one of triumph over 
the forces of many circumstances. 
Although much remains to be done, 
there are many reasons to rejoice 
in the victories already won. 

In the virgin areas of Hadhramaut 
and Kuria-Muria Islands, Baha'is 
are established. Although the pioneer 
who opened the Seychelles Islands 
was forced to leave, he was able be
fore his departure to teach the Word 
of Bahit'u'llah to a native teacher. 

Consolidation pioneers, including 
many from Persia, have assured 
two local assemblies in the Trucial 
Sheikhs and another in Kuwait. 
where the community numbers over 
fifty believers. 

On the island of Cyprus and in 
Tripoli, Libya, and Izmir, Turkey, 
'Iraqi pioneers have established 
themselves to serve under other Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies. 

LIBYA 
The Means for Progress 

One a venue of pioneering open to 
nearly everyone is that of giving 
the funds needed in building the 
world society of tomorrow. It may 
surprise some of the friends remain
ing at home to learn that many in 
the field are contributing to the sup· 
port of home-front activities. 

The pioneers who have gone from 
a ha1f-dozen countries to settle in 
Libya do not seek publicity but their 
record of giving might be an inspira
tion to other believers. The friends 
in Libya have not received any fi
nancial assistance from any national 
assembly but they have made do
nations to no less than three national 
spiritual assemblies. In addition, 
they have sent money directly to 
Haifa and both local assemblies 
have initiated the African Fund 
which is under the direction of the 
Hand of the Cause in Kampala. 
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These pioneers have also given Or 
loaned more than One thousand dol
lars to tmemployed settlers in 
Africa. 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Publicity in Peru 

Teaching work in H uancayo, Peru. 
is accompanied by excellent public
ity from a sympathetic press. Ul
tima Lora in its July 4 issue carried 
in its entirety one of the Guardian's 
telling statements on the character 
and purposes of the Baha'i Faith, as 
a two-column article with a half-inch 
headline, 

AMERICAN INDIAN 
SERVICE COMMITTEE 

The recent survey of Assemblies 
and Area Teaching Committees, 
seeking information on Indians now 
members of the Faith, the tribes they 
represent, and the names of tribes 
contacted, was occasioned by a re
quest of the Guardian for informa
tion, and by the inclosed excerpt 
from a letter from Leroy Ioas. Secre~ 
tary~General of the International 
Baha'i Council, Haifa, April 7, 1954: 

uThe Guardian stated he was grat
ified to see the large number of 
tribes which had been recently con
tacted in connection with the teach
ing of the Faith. However, he is very 
anxious that these contacts be chang
ed into converts for the Faith. As 
you know, he attaches the utmost 
importance to the teaching of the 
American Indians; and he hopes 
your Committee will concentrate to 
see that actual converts are made 
among these tribes, so that the con
verts themselves can in turn teach 
their own people. He hopes that you 
will be able to give him in the near 
future a further· report of conver
sions which have been made amongst 
these various tribes." 

It is sincerely hoped that those As
sembljes and Area Teaching Com
mittees who have not yet reported, 
will do so speedily, and that all the 
friends will take to their hearts the 
expressed wish of the Guardian, that 
among these splendid contacts there 
may become converts to our Faith. 
News of such success is eagerly 
awaited. 

WESTERN HEMISPHERE 
TEACHING COMMITTEE 

The Western Hemisphere Teaching 
Committee would like to place two 
facts before you: 
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1. The recurrent theme of the be
loved Guardian: the cal! to us, the 
Baha'is, to disperse. 

2. The tremendous need for con
solidation workers in Latin America. 

There appears to be a mistaken 
idea on the part of many Baha'is that 
the Latin American work is finished. 
It has iust begun. 

Do you realize that 20 National 
Spiritual Assemblies must be estab
lished in that area in less than 9 
years? Do you know that the num
ber of local assemblies must be more 
than doubled? Do you know that 
many countries have only one local 
assembly, and that one often ex
tremely weak? Can you imagine the 
amoWlt that must be done to build 
a National Assembly in a country 
where there is only one weak as
sembly? 

Do you know that more National 
Spiritual AssembUes must be estab
lished in the Western Hemisphere 
than in any other part of the world-
21 National Assemblies. (Today there 
are 12 in the entire world.) 

Can you not see the need for pio
neers to strengthen existing assem
blies, to build new assemblies, to 
open virgin areas? 

Some COW1tries-goals for National 
Assemblies-have no consolidators, 
nor activities, and are losing their 
assemblies. Only consolidators can 
do the permanent type of work need· 
ed desperately in these areas if the 
former work is not to be lost and 
the goals of the World Crusade 
gravely jeopardized. 

In describing "the alarming real· 
ityH and Happealing for the dispatch 
of consolidators urgently needed to 
fulfill the difficult goals", the Nation
al Teaching Committee of Central 
America writes, "We are wondering 
if the friends in the States do not 
realize the importance and urgency 
of this work and for that reason do 
not feel impelled to make the efforts 
and sacrifices necessary, or what is 
the trouble? . . . Perhaps they do 
not think of Central America as true 
pioneer territory but rather as 
a place to set up private life.. We 
urge speed, speed and more speed, 
and sacrifice, courage and deter· 
mination on the part of the volWl
teers, or we fear for what will hap
pen ... We are praying fervently 
that something will happen soon ... " 

The most needy cOWltries in Cen
tral America, in the order of their 
urgency, are: 

Nicaragua 
Honduras 
Guatemala 
Mexico 
Cuba 
In addition, Martinique, a consol

idation goal, has not a Single be· 
liever on the entire island. 

South America, to whose Conven
tion the Guardian cabled "Urge re
double efforts pioneering and multi
plication of centers", writes, "The 
countries where we need pioneers 
most urgently are Ecuador, Bolivia 
and Paraguay, since there is only 
one assembly in each of them. 

"A person with an income of S100 
per month could live very well in 
the following cities: La Paz, Sucre 
and Cochabamba, Bolivia; Cordoba, 
Mendoza and Rosario, Argentina; 
Osorno and Punta Arenas, Chile; 
they could live comfortably in Are
quipa, Cuzco and Trujillo, Peru; they 
could live modestly in Quito, Ecua· 
dor and Asuncion, Paraguay. 

"Anywhere on the Continent, North 
Americans could earn their living 
teaching English after a month or 
two to get started . . ." 

It was to the believers of North 
America that the Tablets of the Di
vine Plan were addressed. To vol
unteer for a Latin American coun
try, or any other of the 56 goal areas 
of the Western Hemisphere, contact 
the National Spiritual Assembly or: 

Western Hemisphere Teaching 
Committee, 
Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin, Seey. 
73 College Road West, 
Princeton, New Jersey 

THE BAHA'I WORLD 
Call for Material, Volume 1954-50 
The Guardian especially empha

sizes the importance of Baha.~i World 
"as it is placed in so many libraries 
the world over, and as it is the only 
thing of its kind which presents to 
the public an idea of what we are 
accomplishing and what we stand 
for." These volumes contain mate
rial which, as the Guardian says, 
" ... faithfully and vividly portrays, 
in all its essential features, its far
reaching ramifications and most ar
resting aspects, the all-encompassing 
Faith of Baha'u'llah." 

The Baha'i World provides an in
ternational record of the Faith which 
is of increasingly vital importance 
to Baha'is of every part of the world, 
not only in the United States. In the 
words of the Guardian: "This unique 
record of world-v,.;de Baha'i activity 
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. . . stands lUlexcelled and unap
proached by any publication of its 
kind in the varied literature of our 
beloved Cause." 

All material for this international 
record of the progress of the Faith 
is assembled by the Editorial Com
mittee for submission to Shoghi Ef
fendi, who makes final selection of 
the contents for each volume. So that 
this material may be brought togeth
er for presentation to the Guardian. 
The Baha'i World Editorial Commit
tee for the volume 1954-56 requests 
the following kinds of material: 

I. Articles: on Baha'i topics or uni· 
versal topics closely related to the 
Faith, written by Baha'is or sympa· 
thetie non·Baha'.is who are outstand· 
ing in a particular field. Articles 
should not exceed 5,000 words in 
length. 

II. Accounts of Special Baha'i 
Events: such as, regional or inter
national conferences, pioneer expe
riences in opening new territories, 
stories showing how the Baha'i Faith 
is being recognized by the non-Baha'i 
world. 

III. References to the Baha'i Faith 
in magazines and books: 

A. By non·Baha'i writers 
B. By Baha'i writers in non-Baha'i 

publications. Please give the com
plete and exact reference, including 
title, name of publication, date and 
page. If possible, send clippings or 
reprints. 

IV. Appreciations of the Baha'j 
Faith: Published statements by 
prominent personages, concerning 
the Faith. 

V. Documents relating to the ex
panding institutions of the Faith: 

A. Certificates of Incorporation of 
Assemblies 

B. Official recognition of Baha'i 
Holy Days, such as permission to 
be absent from work or school for 
such observances. 

C. Licenses to perform Baha'i mar· 
riages. 

Please send two clear photostatic 
copies of each document. 

VI. Photographs: Three clear glos
sy prints of each picture are re
quested, no smaller than 5 x 7 inches, 
if possible. 

A. Conferences 
B. Con ven tions 
C. Summer Schools 
D. First Assemblies 
E. Newly-incorporated Assemblies 
F. Outstanding Baha'i exhibits, ar

ranged for special occasions. 
Wherever appropriate and possible, 
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show Baha'is in action, rather than 
in posed attitudes. 

All written copy should be typed. 
double-space, and submitted in dup
licate, the original and first carbon. 
Send material of all kinds to: 

Baha'i World Editorial Committee 
Mrs. Beatrice Ashton, Secy. 
P. O. Box 285 
Waukegan, Illinois, U,S.A. 

AREA CONFERENCES 
The East Central States Area 

Teaching Bulletin reports a success
ful Area Conference at Mansfield, 
Ohio. A tw<>-day Conference was held 
July W-U at the Louhelen Bah"'i 
School, at which Mrs. Margery Mc
Cormick, member of the American 
Auxiliary Board and the National 
Spiritual Assembly, presented a part 
of the program. Another Conference 
is to be held at Louhelen on Septem
ber 4 and 5. 

The Southwest Area Teaching 
Committee has scheduled an Area 
Conference at Geyserville Baha'i 
School for July 17. Mrs. Florence 
Mayberry. member of the Auxiliary 
Board of the American Hands of the 
Cause, will be a featured speaker. 

BAHA'I ON THE AIR 
Station KBTV, Denver, Colorado, 

interviewed Mr. Jamshed Fozdar in 
a fifteen-minute program on the sub
ject "Women's Rights in Southeast 
Asia". Mr. Fozdar's mother, one of 
three most outstanding women in 
southeast Asia, is a Baha'i. In this 
connection it was possible to men
tion the Faith several times, 

Mr. Reginald King gave a fifteen
minute talk on the Faith over sta
tion KOLO, Reno, Nevada. 

A fifteen-minute script on "A 
World Religion", keyed to observ
ance of the anniversary of the Mar
tyrdom of the Bab, was presented 
the evening of July 8 over station 
KBOW, Butte, Montana. 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
An Anchorage, Alaska, Baha'i has 

assumed the costs of printing 2000 
copies of an Eskimo-English teach
ing pamphlet. Publication of this 
teaching aid, blocked last year for 
lack of funds and now proceeding 
with the approval of the National 
SpirituaJ Assembly and the Western 
Hemisphere Teaching Committee, 
marks a big step forwa!'d in reach
ing the peDple native to Alaska. 

The BatoO-o Rouge, Louisiana, 
Baha'i Group has initiated a ChiI-

Fail'banks Alaska, Baba'is and guests at 
the Feast of Ridrin. Among tbose partie_ 
ipa ting in tbe pl'ogTam were two Eskimos. 

dren's Hour with the study of God 
and His Messengers. 

The Butte, Montana, Baha'i Com
mWlity observed the Souvenir of 
'Abdu'l-Eaha in one of the Forest 
Service parks near the city. Direc
tional signs guiding friends to the 
site also brought the name "Baha'i" 
to the attention of motorists on a 
much~traveled highway. 

Denver, Colorado, Baha'is have 
scheduled a series of study classes~ 
based on Bahd'u'Utih and the New 
ETa, to be held in various parks of 
the city through the summer months. 
Printed schedules of these classes 
were sent to all contacts. This ac
tivity is in addition to usual sum
mer activity such as picnics in the 
mountains with talks on the Faith. 
Regular firesides in homes through
out the city continue, 

Flagstaff, Arizona, Baha ~is report 
the establishment of a regular chil
dren's study class. 

From New York City comes news 
of the passing of Dr. Alain Locke, 
Baha'i, noted Negro educator and au
thor, the first American Negro 
Rhodes scholar. In the early 1920's 
Dr, Locke visited the Guardian in 
Haifa and wrote an article about his 
impressions of that visit for Volume 
I of the Bahci'i World. Quotations 
from the Baha'i Writings and Baha'i 
Prayers were read at Dr. Locke's 
funeral. 

In Reno, Nevada, a talk was given 
by a Baha'i speaker on the "Oneness 
of the World of Humanity" before 
a luncheon meeting of United Na
tions Association members, Also in 
Reno, as a result of cooperation with 
the Inter-Racial Teaching Committee 
program, several Negroes have be
come interested in the Faith, 

GARDEN CLUB AT TEMPLE 
The June meeting of the Illinois 

Garden Club was held in Foundation 
Hall at the Baha'i House of Worship 
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jn Wilmette~ Illinois. A report on the 
meeting says: 

"Another instance of the power of 
the Temple as a teaching medium, 
of which our Beloved Master, Abdu'l
Baha, frequently spoke, was seen on 
June fourth when some members of 
the Illinois Garden Club met at the 
Temple for an illustrated talk upon 
the Temple Gardens. Hilbert E. Dahi, 
Landscape Architect of the Gardens, 
showed slides of the Temple. of the 
development of the gardens, and of 
the gardens as they now appear and, 
while speaking in his professional ca
pacity upon a technical subject, the 
purpose and significance of the Tem
ple as a spiritual institution was out
lined as the motivating objective in 
the g arden des ign, From wh a tever 
aspect the Temple is considered it 
stands vibrantly expressive of the 
tUliversality and potency of the Faith 
of Baha'u'llah." 

DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS 
AT HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Bahai House of Worship at 
Wilmette, lllinois is dedicated to the 
Unity of God. the Unity of His 
Prophets, the Unity of Mankind. In 
this spirit, pUblic worship is con
ducted each Sunday at 3:30 P.M. in 
the auditorium. Readers at these de
votional programs include Baha?is 
and guests. Choral selections are by 
the Baha'i House of Worshjp A Cap
pella Choir. 

The programs for the month of 
July follow: 

Order of Devotions - July 4, 1954 
Religion is the greatest 0/ a[l meanll lor 

the establish-ment oj order in the WOT'id and 
tor the peaceful contentment ot aU that dwell 
thel'ein. -BaM 'u 'Wili 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Baha'i Prayers, p. 50 
The World Order of Bahc\'u'llah, pp. 186~lB7; 
Gleanings, pp, 94-96 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Let All the Nations Pmise the Lord-Vojck_ 
mar Leisring 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Isaiah 2:2-4; !f:6-'1; 52:'1-1D 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Matthew G :9-13; Revelation 21 :1-7 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Glory to God in the Highest-G. B. Pergolesi 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, pp. 286-$'1; pp. 249-250: CXX. 
p. 254 
BaM. 'f Prayers. p. 79 

CHORAL SELECTION 
In Solemn Suence-Ippolitof-Ivan{)f 

Order of Devotions - July 11, 1954 
Why is it tMt the advent 01 eve,.y true 

Manifestation oj God hath been accompanied 
by s-t.Lch strife and tumult. by such tyranny 
and upheava[? -Bah,a'u'Uoih 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Blessing, GtOTY and Wisdom and Thanks
G. Wagner 
What Tongue Ca.n Tel[ Thy Greatness, LotU 
-G. Wagner. 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers and Meditati{)ns, LXI. p. 96 
The Kitab-i-Iqan. pp. t, 5, 6 
Gleanings, pp. 56-.58 
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OLD TESTAMENT 
I Kings 19:9·14 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Luke 20:9-18 

QUR'AN 
Sura III:177·]81 

CHORAL SELECTION 
He-a'!' My CTlI, a God-Alexander Kopyloff 

BAHA'I SACRED WRrrINGS 
The KitBb-i.-Iqan, pp. 12-13, 1 .... 15; pp. 217 
91-9.2. 93 • 
Prayers and Meditations, IV. p. 6 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Out Of the Deep-ChristGph W. von Gluck 

Order of Devotions - July 18, 1954 
Who.so keepeth the commandments (1{ God 
sh.a(~ attain everlasting felicity_ 

CHORAL SELECTION 
-Baha'u'llah 

If Ye Love M~-W_ H. Mcnk 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayer of Baha 'y 'll;ih 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Deuteronomy 6:1~; Exodus 20:1-8, 12-17; 
Leviticus 19:18 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Matthew 19:16-21; Mark 12:28-31; John 15: 
0-'2 

QUR'AN 
Sura XXIV: 5(}-54 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Teach Me, 0 LCtTcl-Thomas Attwood 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
GleaniJ?gs, CXXXIII, p, 239; CXXXIV. p. 290 
The Hidden Words, From the Arabic No 
39; Gleanings, pp. 333-334; eXI, p. 2li -
Prayers and Meclitations XI, p. 14-

CHORAL SELECTION 
Let Thy Holy Presence-P. Tschesnokoff 

The readings for July 25 are the 
same as those presented on May 16. 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 
The God Who Walks With Men 
By Horace Holley. A stirring new 
approach to the way God keeps His 
Covenant with man, Presented in 
lucid, imaginative prose, this 
pamphlet carries conviction in 
every line and induces conviction 
in the heart of its reader. Featured 
by the National Committee for 
intimate firesides and personal 
contacts. 

(minimum order) 10 Copies .. ,$ ,75 
WO Copies. , ,$7,00 

Price Reduced on Bah.', World Set 
Bah.Pi World, Volumes II, III, IV, 
V, VI, VIII, IX, X and XI, constitute 
a set of those books still available. 
Bought singly, the set costs $49,50. 
The Publishing Committee now 
offers the 9 volumes for $44,50, a 
saving of $5.00, and will deliver 
them, at this reduced price, any-

where in the U.S. Here is an oppor
tunity for communities and individ
uals to place vital documentation in 
their libraries at a saving. 
Nine volume nsetlt (net) ... , .$44.50 

FEASTS 
August I, Kamal, Perfection 
August 20, Asma, Names 
September 8, 'Izzat, Might 
September 27, Masj:dyyat t Will 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
July 30, 31, August 1 
September 3, 4, 5, 6 

BAHA'f HOUSE OF WORSHIP 
Visiting Hours 
Weekdays: 10:30 AM,-4:30 P.M, 

7:00 P.M.-9:oo P,M. 
Sundays: 10:30 A.M,-9:oo P.M. 

Service of Worship: Sunday at 3:30, 
lasting until 4:15, (No guided tours 
will be conducted during the serv. 
ice of worship.) 

National Baha', Addresses 
NATIONAL BAHA'i AnMINlSTRATlVE 

HEADQUARTERS: 

536 Sheridan Road t Wilmette
t 

Illinois, 

NATIONAL TREASURER: 

112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make checks Payable to: 
National Baha'i Fund 

BAHA'i PUBLISHING CoMMITTEE: 

100 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

BAHA'i NEWS: 

Editorial Office: 
110 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette t Lllinois 

Subscription and 
cba,nge of address: 

112 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Illinois 

AUGUST, 1954 

"Glory be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gatheTed under 
the shadow of Thy mercy and they 
are united through Thy favor and 
generosity. 0 Lord Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine jor them every good 
through Thy bounty and gTace •• ." 

-BAHi\'lJ'LLAH 

Berkeley, California-Jt.fiss Inez Law
son to Mr. Raymon Dones, May 
16, 1954. 

San Francisco, California-Miss Ce
celia Ann Seals to Mr. Vernon Eu
gene Skovgaard, June 6 t 1954. 

Teaneck Assembly, West Englewood, 
New Jersey-Miss Caroline Marie 
Biedermann to Mr. Eric Opel, June 
12, 1954. 

Chicago, Illinois-Miss Ruth J. Eng
lish to Mr. Lorenzo E. Moore, June 
12, 1954. 

"Death pToffe~eth unto every con
fident believer the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestoweth je>y and is the 
beareT of gladness. It conferreth the 
gift of everlasting Hfe." 

-Bw' u' u.A.s: 

Mr. Morris S, Bush 
Buffalo, N. y, 
December, 1953 

Mr. Henry L. Green, Sr. 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire 
May 21, 1954 

Mr, Frank E. Kaley 
Topeka, Kans as 
May 26, 1954 

Mrs. Alhert D. (Rose) Robinson 
Chicago, Illinois 
June 1, 1954 

Mr. Kenneth Calhoun 
St, Augustine, Florida 
(no date given) 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports. plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 01 
the United States as well as from National Assemb1ies of other lands, Material is due in Wilmette on the tenth day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee, The Committee for 195441955: Mrs, Eunice Braun, Man· 
aging Editor; Mr. David Ned B1aclaner. Assistant Editor; Mrs. Beatrice Ashton, Miss Edna True. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Ave-nue, Wilmette, Illinois. U.S,A. 
Change ot Address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Administrative Headquarters, 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois, U.S,A., 
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"DELIGHTED PROGRESS" 
Message jrom the Guardian 

Delighted progress (of) manifold 
activities. Supplicating abWldant 
blessings exemplary performance 
pressing sacred tasks. Loving appre
cia tion. -SHOGHI 

August 5, 1954 
COMMENTA.RY: NATION .... L SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Beloved Friends: 
The joyous and loving cable from 

the Guardian reprinted above was 
his response to a message sent him 
from the July-August meeting of the 
National Spiritual Assembly in 
which the Assembly reported on cur
rent activities including the develop
ment of consolidation pioneer pro-
jects for Finland, France, Colombia, 
Costa Rica and IVlexico. The Guard
ian's pleasure at the success of the 
work for the World Crusade is our 
supreme goal and highest reward. 

In this connection may the Na~ 
tional Spiritual Assembly ask all 
American believers pioneering on 
the home front to make contact with 
the American National Teaching 
Committee in order to report their 
goal, date of arrival. new local ad
dress, etc. Full reports cannot be 
sent to Shoghi Effendi on this cam
paign unless the friends coordinate 
their projects with the national com
mi ttee concerned. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSDMBLY 

MAINTENANCE OF 
ASSEMBLIES 

Message from the Guardian 
Information incorrect. Mainte

nance all Assemblies vital. 
--.5HOCffi 

July 23, 1954 
COMMENTARY_ NA.TION"'-L. SPIRITUAL. A.SSEIIIIBL.Y 

Dear friends: 
We share with you a cable re

ceived from the Guardian on July 23, 

BAHA" YEAR 1" 
written in reply to a National Spirit
ual Assembly request for advice con
cerning a statement he has been al
leged to have made to the effect that 
every Baha'i should scatter, and 
many feel that this means that 
Assembly status need not be main
tained in large industrial cities or in 
goal cities. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

EXPLANATIONS AND 
DIRECTIVES 

Written"" Behalf of the 
Guardian by Hi. Secretary 

He was very pleased to note that a 
Certificate of Excel1ence was 
awarded to the Publishing Commit
tee. There is no doubt that we can
not make our publications too attrae· 
tive, especia lly as they a re being so 
much more widely circulated than 
before. He placed the Certificate in 
the mansion in Bahj i. 

The Pioneer Record 
The phenomenal progress which 

has been made throughout the Baha'i 
virorld in settling the virgin countries 
during the first year of the Ten Year 
Crusade has been a source of great 
joy and comfort to the Guardian. 
Over-worked and often tired out as 
he is, the news of the arrival of pio
neers in over one hundred posts has, 
one might almost say, kept him go
ing. He is very proud of their 
achievements - the American pio
neers and all their co-workers who 
have arisen to answer this mighty 
call. However. this is only the be
ginning. The next step is to keep 
these virgin areas open and settled 
with at least one pioneer, and prefer. 
ably, of course, two or three; and to 
get pioneers into the few remaining 
countries outside the Soviet zone of 
influence. 

He thinks that, in spite of a few 
lapses from duty ~ so to speak. the 
record is remarkable, and that your 
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Assembly and your Committees 
handling the pioneers in different 
continents have every reason to feel 
proud and gratified over your suc
cess. 

The pioneers themselves must 
realize that not only are they ful
filling the wishes of Baha'u'llah, and 
doing that which the Master Himself 
said He longed to do; namely, to go, 
if necessary on foot, and carry His 
Father's Message to all the regions 
of the earth; but they are enhancing 
the prestige of the Faith to a re
markable degree in the eyes of the 
public, and especially in the eyes of 
officials. There is no doubt that the 
rapid forward march of the Faith re
cently has attracted a far greater 
measure of attention on the part of 
thoughtful people, and people of p0-

sition in society and in educational 
fields, than has been the case for 
almost one hundred years. 

Therefore, each pioneer must feel 
his responsibility very heavily, and 
understand that his calling is far 
above the average service; and his 
duty to remain at his post a very 
pressing one indeed. 

The Auxiliary Board 
The Guardian feels sure that the 

Auxiliary Boards recently appointed 
by the Hands of the Cause will stimu
late and help the teaching work, 
which of course includes pioneer 
work, and be a prop and mainstay 
to the often over-worked and over~ 
burdened National Spiritual Assem
blies, as well as to the Hands of the 
Cause who are carrying, usually, 
heavy administrative loads in addi~ 
tion to their exalted position as 
Hands. 

The general principle is that the 
National Spiritual Assembly to 
which a country has been allotted, 
is responsible for the progress of the 
Faith there, and the unfoldment of 
its administrative activities, regard
less of whether the territory .in ques-
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tion is the possession of a nation 
other than that which the National 
Assembly in question represents, 

fu other words, your Assembly 
might be carrying out teaching work 
in British, Portuguese, Spanish or 
French territories, and the British, 
Portuguese, Spanish or French As
semblies would have nothing to do 
with the matter. 

Concern over the Home Front 

He is very concerned over the 
work on the homefront. The Ameri
can Baha'is have, with devotion, en
thusiasm and confidence, gone out to 
answer the pioneer call all over the 
world, but he does not feel that they 
bave made an adequate response to 
the needs of the work in the United 
States. 

He has been told that some of the 
friends are disturbed over reports 
brought back by the pilgrims con
cerning the dangers facing America 
in the future whenever another world 
conflagration breaks out. 

He does not feel that the Baha'is 
should waste time dwelling on the 
dark side of things. Any intelligent 
person can understand from the ex
periences of the last world war. and 
keeping abreast of what modern 
science has developed in the way of 
weapons for any future war, that big 
cities all over the world are going to 
be in tremendous danger. This is 
what the Guardian has said to the 
pilgrims. 

Entirely aside from this, he has 
urged the Baha'is, for the sake of 
serving the Faith, to go out from 
these centers of intense materialism, 
where life nowadays is so hurried 
and grinding and, dispersmg to 
towns and villages, carry the Mes
sage far and wide through the cities 
of the American Union. He strongly 
believes that the field outside the 
big cities is more fertile, that the 
Baha'is in the end will be happier 
for having made this move, and that, 
in case of an outbreak of war, it 
stands to reason they will be safer, 
just the way any other person living 
in the country, or away from the 
big industrial areas, is safer. 

Pilgrim's Notes 
It is remarks such as these that 

the pilgrims have carried back in 
their notes. He sees no cause for 
alarm, but he certainly believes that 
the Baha'is should weigh these 
thoughts, and take action for the 
sake of spreading the Faith of Baha-

'u'llah, and for their own ultimate 
happiness as well. Indeed the two 
things go together. 

Increase in Local Assemblies 
He hopes that during the present 

year there will be a great surge for
\vard on the home front, that the 
num ber of Assemblies will be mark
edly multiplied, and th~t a:so there 
will be more incorporations of Spirit
ual Assemblies. The Ten Year Plan, 
Jf the fr:ends will study it, comprise'3 
not on]y glam'JroHs goal" far afie1d, 
but extremely importa!1t ones neaT 
~t hand. If these are not achieved, 
the Plan will have failed. 

He knows from his past experi
ence, and his long association with 
the American Baha'IS in the service 
of the Faith, that they are capable 
of arising and meeting the require
ments of the hour, and he feels sure 
that, at this period in their Baha'I 
history, they are going to demon~ 
strate their sterling qualities just as 
they always have in the past. 

Temple Dependency 
As he has already informed your 

Assembly, he feels that the first 
Baha'i institution to be built in the 
neighborhood of the Temple at Wil
mette should be a Home for the 
Aged. There are a number of rea
sons for this. First of all, it need not 
be a very ex~ensive undertaking in 
the beginning. or re-quire a tremen
dous out~ay of capital. Second, he be
lieves that it lS now time for the 
Baha'is to show the people of the 
world that our aim of rendering ser
vice to humanity is a concrete thing, 
c:'l_nd not confined to words. Until now, 
the Baha'is have not been in any 
position to create philanthropic in::;ti
tutions, and they have often been 
criticized for this. He feels therefore 
that in a small way they can now 
begin. through the foundine of thi" 
first lnstitution in t~e neighborhood 
of the Temple. 

Bah.'r Symbol on Tombstone. 
In regard to your question regard

ing the use (If the Greatest Name on 
tombstones of Baha'IS, the Guardian 
considers this too ~acred to be 
placed in such a positi.on in general 
use, and the friends shou!d not use 
it on their tombsto'"';es. They can use 
('uotations from the Teachings, if 
they wish to, but not the Greatest 
Name. Naturally, if anyone has al
ready used it, it does not matter. 

Marriage to a Non-Baha'r 
The general principle in regard to 

the marriage of a Baha'i to a non-
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Baha'i is as follows: If a Bahll." mar
ries a non-Baha'i who wishes to have 
the religious ceremony of his own 
sect carried out, it must be quite 
clear that, first, the Baha'i partner 
is understood to be a Baha'i by relig
ion, and not to accept the religion of 
the other party to the marriage 
through having his or her religious 
ceremony; and second, the cere
mony must be of a nature which 
does not commit the Baha'i to any 
declaration of faith in a religion 
other than his own. 

Under these circumstances, the 
Baha'i can partake of the religious 
ceremony of his non-Baha'i partner. 
The BaM.'i should insist On having 
the Baha'i ceremony carried out be
fore or after the non-Baha'i one, on 
the same day. 

- R. RABBANI~ Secretary 
June 20, 1954 

COMMENTARY: NATlON .... L SPIRITU .... L ASSEMElL.Y . 

Beloved Friends: 
The foregoing communication con

sists of excerpts taken from a letter 
to the National Assembly on behalf 
of the Guardian by his Secretary. It 
presents us with explanations and 
directives requested by the National 
Assembly on current questions, and 
will be greatly appreciated by the 
friends. 

The headings supplied for identi
fication of separate subjects were of 
course not a part of the original 
letter from Haifa. 

The Guardian's great message 
published as an annex in this issue of 
BARA'r NEWS came as a postscript 
to the letter written on his behalf 
dated June 20. 

The Assemblies and individual be
lievers are to apply whatever di
rectives come to us from Haifa ex
cept those which as in the case of 
the Temple dependency can only be 
carried out by the national body. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSElVIBLY 

AUSTRALIAN HAND OF CAUSE 
APPOINTS TWO ASSISTANTS 

From the Baha'i News Bulletin of 
Australia and New Zealand. June, 
1954, we learn that, on instruction of 
the Guardian, Clara Dunn, Hand of 
the Cause of the Australian Conti
nent, has appointed two assistants 
who, with her, comprise the Board. 
Those appointed by the Hand of the 
Cause are H. C. Featherstone and 
Thelm a Parks. 
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SETTLEMENT OF GOAL CITIES 
Beloved Friends: 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has received a letter written on be· 
ha1f of the Guardian by the Assistant 
Secretary, which states that the 
Baha'is who disperse should con
sider as their first obligation, if they 
do not settle outside the United 
States, the settlement of one of the 
goal cities of the Crusade in the 
United States. 

We quote two paragraphs from 
this communication dated July 11, 
1954: 

"In letters which have been re
ceived from many individuals, the 
Guardian has noted that they wish 
to disperse from large cities; but in 
few instances do they speak of set
tling in the goal cities of the Ten 
Year Plan. They write of settling in 

this city, or that city or some other 
city, but in few cases have any men
tioned settling in a goal city selected 
by the National Assembly. 

"The Guardian feels this is some
thing the National Assembly, the 
National Teaching Committee and 
the local Assemblies should take in 
hand very actively, so that any 
Baha'is who disperse should consider 
as their first obligation, if they do 
not settle outside of the United 
States, that they settle in one of the 
goal cities of the Crusade in the 
United States." 

This direction gives a new em
phasis to the plan adopted last year 
for the establishment of a total of 
300 local Assemblies by 1963. With
out a general plan, and coordination 
of efforts of individual pioneers, lo
cal Assemblies and Teaching Com
mittees, the successful outcome 
('ould well be missed. 

Will this direction, then, be dis
cussed and shared with the believers 
at Feasts, Conferences and School 
sessions, so that we may move 
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steadily forward as one organic body 
with concentrated energy and single 
aim. Prospective pioneers should 
get in touch with the American Na .. 
tional Teaching Committee or the 
Intercontinental Teaching Commit
tee for the area they prefer. 

It will not be overlooked that by 
pointing our settlements to the def
inite list of goal cities, the Guardian 
refutes any misWlderstanding which 
might arise as to the essential pur
pose of dispersal. We are not fleeing 
from danger but we are establishing 
the Baha'i community in as many 
different parts of the world as we 
can by 1963. It is a World Faith, 
germinating a World Order, and the 
sign of this universality must be 
clearly apparent to all mankind by 
1963. That is the shining goal. The 
peril and the destruction are accorn. 
panying factors but they are not, and 
never can be, substitute goals. 

Sincerely, 

·NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEl\oIBLY 

(~ .. The Queen of Carmel enthroned on God's Mountain crowned in ~lowing' gQld~ robed jn shimmering white, girdled in emerald 
gre~, enchanting every eye from air, sea., plain and hill." (quoted from the Guardian's cable of October, 1953) 
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"LOVE ME, THAT 
I MAY LOVE THEE" 
Beloved Friends: 

As we find ourselves in the era of 
proclamation, pioneer settlement 
and world-wide expansion of the 
Faith of Baha'u'llah, it is imperative 
that we adapt ourselves inwardly and 
spiritually to the new needs and op· 
portunities of this time. Too many 
attitudes and habits from the past 
era continue to limit the powers of 
our souls. 

The former Baha'i era established 
the administrative institutions. Its 
keynote was discipline, since a large 
body of individuals were obliged to 
recognize the important new factor 
of authority vested in the institution. 
Authority vested in an institution, 
not a form of personal prestige, was 
a new reality. In discovering it we 
underwent painful experience and 
much useful initiative was dampened 
and discouraged. 

Today as we survey ourselves as 
a community we find many local 
bodies in existence which have en
rolled no new believers in years. The 
Baha'is attend to the formalities of 
their Assembly but inspire no vig
orous teaching efforts. Why should 
this be? Why should there be lack 
of unity, lack of cooperation-such 
a minimum of spiritual life that we 
continue to exist but do not develop 
and evolve? 

The re ason, essen tially ~ is that we 
remairr imprisoned· within our own 
human personality and rarely tran
scend its limitations. Our relations 
with other Baha tis are confined with
in the mutual limitations of person
alities. Politeness and courtesy are 
no substitute for that all-embracing 
love which is the gift of God to His 
people in this age. 

What is the reason for our limita
tion 1 Because the adjustments of 
personalities necessarily involve 
complications of human feeling and 
opinion, while relationship to the Cre
ative Word creates oneness among 
diverse peoples. 

In some cases the love of leader
ship and power keeps a community 
in ferment year after year. In other 
cases jealou~ies are aroused when 
any Baha'i courageously attempts to 
undertake more vigorous teaching 
work. A community tends to revolve 
around two centers of personality ~ 
so that the element of disunity al
ways exists as a potential beneath 
the surface. 

This is a desperate crisis, and we 
can only emerge from it as individ
uals making, each one, a supreme 
effort to purify and re-invigorate his 
OWn individual self. 

As physical pain is evidence of 
some illness, so unhappiness is the 
evidence of spiritual sickness. We 
should begin with every appearance 
of unhappiness in our Baha'i lives 
and face it determinedly as a symp
tom of conditions that must be 
healed. Prayer and meditation, not 
argument and aimless discussion
intense and concentrated prayer
are the healing remedy which a lov
ing Father provides for his erring 
children. 

Through prayer and meditation we 
can begin to discern the tnle self 
wi thin-the spiritual being which 
God created in the mystery of a life 
of flesh-and holding fast to that as. 
surance, strive to attain more and 
more perfect light from the Source. 

The true Baha'i life is happy. spon
taneous, energetic, creative. It 
blesses not only the individual who 
has learned to live this life but all 
other persons encolUltered along the 
way. This life is a luminous surface 
reflecting love and ardor every
where. A small community of Baha'IS 
who love God would have a power 
of service surpassing the capacity of 
hundreds of indifferent souls. 

This way forward, from the hu
man to the spiritual being, is surely 
the immediate step we all must hum
bly strive ttr make. Surrounded as 
we are today with gravest of world 
issues and events, we can only meet 
them in a spiritual realm because 
in the human realm they shatter 
and destroy. 

It would be well if, in many com
munities where unhappiness and dis
sension have reigned, the believers 
could undergo a condition of true 
repentance, each for the wrong done 
to the others-tear away the thick 
veils of personality, and find each 
other as children of God. 

This compassionate, wise, divine 
mission was the Masterts; and in 
His Tablets to the friends we find 
again the power of true faith. 

Consider these words: "The spir
itual love of God maketh man pure 
and holy and clotheth him witb the 
garment of virtue and purity. And 
when man attacheth his heart wholly 
to God and becometh related to the 
Blessed Perfection, the divine bounty 
'Will dawn. This love is not physical, 
nay, rather, it is absolutely spiritual. 
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"The souls whose consciences are 
enlighted through the light of the 
love of God, they are like unto shin
ing lights and resemble stars of holi
ness in the heaven of plll'ity. 

,. The re al and great love is the 
love of God. That is holy above 
the imaginations and thoughts of 
men ... 

"Therefore, 0 ye friends of God 
ye must in perfect purity attain sPir~ 
itual unity and agreement to a de
gree that you may express one spirit 
and one life." (Baha'i World Faith 
page 365) , 

-NATIONAL SPiRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

INCORPORATION OF 
ASSEMBLIES 

The Spiritual Assembly of Oak 
Park, Illinois, was legally incorpo
rated on February 16, 1954. 

The Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of St. Louis, Missouri, was 
legally incorporated on June 14, 1954. 
The document was certified by the 
Secretary of State of Mis souri. 
. These actions make about 68 duly 
Incorporated local Assemblies in the 
United States. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

WORLD RELIGION DAY 
Indude<! in National List 

of Special Events 
The rise of World Religion Day to 

a place of prominence and public in
fluence in the United States is at
tested by the action of the Chamber 
of Cornmerce--of·-the United States in 
requesting the National Spiritual As
sembly to fill out a form giving all 
necessary information about World 
Religion Day. 

Their national bulletin referred to 
as "Special Days, Weeks and Months 
in 1955" went to press on August 15 
and well before that date the data 
was supplied. 

Adopted in October, 1949, the first 
World Religion Day was observed as 
a public relations project on the 
third Sunday of January, 1950, and 
has been regularly held on the third 
Sunday of January since that year. 
World Religion Day is also ob. 
served by National Spiritual Assem
blies and local Assemblies outside 
the United States. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEl\.1:BLY 

WORLD COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES 
Dear Friends: 

The important Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches is to be 
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held in Evanston in mid-August. A 
Baha'j Committee was appointed to 
deal with this meeting and reports 
that the central voting group will be 
made up from member churches 
representing 150 million people. 
Christian leaders from 48 countries 
on both sides of the Iron Curtain will 
attend, This Assembly will probablY 
be the most representative Christian 
gathering ever held. Christian lead
ers are also aware that it may be the 
most explosive. 

What are they going to talk about? 

The main theme of the Assem
bly sounds Wlcontroversial enough: 
HChrist~ the Hope of the World." 
Yet that title contains a question 
which, before it is answered, may 
draw a dramatic line between Chris
tian theologians in every part of the 
world. In this Assembly they must 
come to grips with such questions as 
the "Retum.", the "Second Coming", 
the "End of the World", the 41Day of 
Judgment" and the "Establishment 
of the Father's Kingdom on Earth." 
The greatest Christian scholars are 
divided on these questions and they 
will probably remain divided. So, as 
of now, what constitutes Christian 
Hope is far from clear in many 
minds and there is no common mes
sage of hope to give mankind. 

What can we do about it? 
1. We can inform ourselves of the 

Teachings of our Faith regarding the 
return of Christ. We can meet with 
other believers and study Some An
swered Questions ~ which tells of 
the birth of Christ, the Second Com
ing, the Resurrection, etc. In this 
book the Master speaks with author
ity about many of these questions 
which have troubled Christians down 
through the ages. 

2. We can make use of excerpts 
from Some Answered Questions 
at firesides or public meetings. 

3. We can present to friends copies 
of a new compilation taken from 
Some Answered Questions enti
tled: Christ's Promise Fulfilled. 
This booklet has been compiled just 
for this purpose. It is obtainable 
from the Baha'i Publishing Commit
tee, 10 copies for $2.50. 

We can present copies of Baha'i 
Teachings on Life after Death 
which will soon be available. The 
advent of the H-Bomb is turning 
more and more minds to the subject 
covered in this pamphlet. 

4. We can use for firesides and ra
dio broadcasts specially prepared 

recordings: "The Return of Christ" 
and "The Promised One." The tape 
recordings of these talks can be se
cured from the Baha'i Press Service, 
6543 N. Campbell Avenue, Chicago, 
45, Illinois. 

5. The "Return of Christ" on rec-. 
ord can be secured from the Audio
Visual Education Committee. This 
Committee is now producing "Words 
for the World." Both of these re
cordings have been used successfully 
at firesides in preparing inquirers 
fo!" the Baha'i story. 

What is the National Spiritual As
sembly doing about the Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches? 

1. Issues of the Christian Cen
tury, widely read by Protestant 
clergy around the world, will carry 
a picture and a cordial invitation to 
the delegates and their friends to 
visit the Temple. 

Similar invitations will be placed 
in all North Shore papers. Posters 
bearing this same invitation will be 
placed in store windows. 

2. The Council delegates have 
two free periods. Sunday afternoon, 
August 22nd, and Thursday night, 
August 26th. Horace Holley will 
speak on "The Revelation of Baha
'u'llah" in the Foundation Hall of the 
Temple, at 8:00 P.M. Aug. 26. The 
Sunday afternoon services will be 
planned with the Council attendees 
in mind. 

3. A telegram of greeting and good 
wishes will be sent to the opening 
session of the Assembly by the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly. 

What do we hope to accomplish 
by these preparations? 

Our great hope is to alert the 
friends everywhere to the challenge 
this Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches will present to them, so 
they may take advantage of it to tell 
of the Baha'i teachings On these sub
jects. 

We do not expect to make con
verts of the visiting clergy but we 
do expect to make friends for the 
Faith, through tours of the Temple 
and gifts of suitable literature es
pecially prepared for this occasion. 
We expect that the Baha'i Faith will 
be understood and its principles ap
preciated during this coming Assem
bly of the World Council of Churches. 

News of the Assembly will be 
broadcast on Radio and Television 
and appear in newspapers. Tremen
dous interest will be stimulated 
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among vast numbers of people who 
will be talking about this event. 

The im portan t thing to remem ber 
is that liberal Christian thinking re
garding Bible prophecy, "The Re
turn", etc., has changed profoundly 
the last two years. Millions of Chris
tians will be made conscious of the 
HReturn" or "Second Coming", 
thanks to the Council Assembly. 
The World Council of Churches is 
not likely to meet again this century 
in the U. S. Christian leaders from 
aU over the World are being brought 
to the very doors of the Temple. 

American Baha'is are being pre
sented with this God-given teaching 
opportunity. It is the hope of the 
NSA that ali believers will arise and 
take full advantage of the many op
portunities which will result from 
the Evanston Christian Assembly. 

Sincerely, 
·NATIONAL SPmrruAL AsSEMBLY 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
A photograph of the Temple has 

been sent to the United States Infor
mation Agency, Religious Informa
tion Section, to be used in an exhibit 
of the religious life of America to be 
sent abroad. 

Wilmette Life, June 3, devoted its 
front cover to a very attractive 
close-up picture of members of the 
Wilmette Garden Club in one of the 
Temple gardens. The occasion was 
a meeting of members of Illinois 
Garden Clubs addressed by Mr. Hil
bert Dahl, landscape architect, in 
Temple Foundation Hall on June 4. 

Chapter 59 of Chicago The Pagan, 
by Weimar Port, published by Judy 
Publishing Company, Chicago, "A 
New Kind of Guide Book,'t is enM 

titled Baha'i Temple~ and presents 
for those seeking to tour Chicago and 
its area a very appealing description 
of the House of Worship and its 
meaning. 

The editors 01 P. F. Collier & Son 
have submitted for revision a very 
biased article on the Faith in 
National Encyclopedia, and a new 
article approved by the Reviewing 
Committee has been accepted for 
publication in the next edition. The 
statement is accompanied by an 
illustration of the House of Worship. 

Through Miss Gwenne D. Sholtis 
the National Assembly has received 
a copy of a newspaper published in 
Santiago, Chile, in which the editors 
gave an accurate brief outline of the 
Faith in response to a request for in
formation received from a reader. 
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The New York Assembly has sent 
a copy of the Israeli paper Forumrd 
for July 18, 1954, a roto supplement, 
containing a very attractive photo of 
the completed Shrine of the Bab with 
a factual reference. 

The Shrine of the Bah is also illus
trated in the July issue of Michigan 
Architect and EngineeT~ a copy of 
which has come from Mr. Edwin 
Eardley. 

In the sman magazine Fellowship 
in Prayer, April, 1954, the Master's 
Prayer for All Nations is repro
duced, and a very sympathetic refer
ence also appears concerning the 
tragic death of Dorothy Beecher 
Baker, one of the advisors of this 
publication, 

Speaking of Women, April, 1954, an 
Interna tional Quarterly, contains 
two Bah.Pi articles: "Baha'i Broad
cast In Canada," by Lloyd Gardner 
(Script written by Annie B. Romer) 
and a brief story on Tahirih Wl'it
ten by F. Kazemzadeh. 

The Woman's Forum of Nassau 
County, Long Island, has in its May, 
1954, issue an excerpt from Hidden 
Words and also a notice of the par
ticipation of the Baha'is of Long 
Island in the exhibits maintained at 
the- Eleventh Annual Forum, March 
30. 

In the July issue of American Mo
tori.st, a national magazine which has 
a very large circulation, on page 31, 
under "Books for Motorists and 
Tourists", is a write-up which 
states: 

The Spell of the Temple by 
Allen Boyer McDaniel . . . is the 
story of the fabulous Baha'i Temple 
on Grosse Point Bluff, on Lake Mich
igan, near Chicago. As an engineer, 
Mr. McDaniel helped to build the 
temple which is a travel objective 
for folks headed toward that area." 

The Chicago Sunday Tribune on 
July 4 in its Neighborhood Section 
ran an article about the members of 
the loas family under the heading 
"Family Helps Strengthen Sinews of 
Baha'i Religion." Signed by staff 
writer Louise Hutchinson, the arti
cle listed the many activities and 
outstanding achievements of mem
bers of the family over three gener
ations of devotion to the Faith. 

Revision of a Baha'i article in a 
book entitled A Handbook of Denom
inations, published in 1947, has been 

made by the author, Frank S. Mead, 
Editor, Fleming H. Revell Co., and 
submitted to the National Spiritual 
Assembly for final approval. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEl'VIBLY 

.TEMPORARY CHANGE 
OF ADDRESS 

Appeal for Cooperation 

American Baha'is who go on 
a journey (lr on v~cation and are 
temporarily absent from home have 
been requesting the national head~ 
quarters to use a temporary address 
for sending copies of BAHA'i NEWS, 
as the believer is anxious to see his 
current issue without delay. 

Unfortunately this practice has 
produced an impossible situation for 
the national staff, combined as it is 
with the large amount of extra work 
inVOlved in postal returns from ad
dresses which have changed with
out advance notice to the National 
Spiritual Assem bly. 

Will the believers appreciate the 
unnecessary expense involved in 
postage due bills of $15.00 in some 
months, plus hours per week of staff 
time in rem ailing copies to new ad
dresses when they finally arrive. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
can no longer make up for the fail
ure of the friends to take care of 
their own changes of address at their 
own local Post Office, when mail 
must be forwarded to them else
where, or for their assumption that 
the staff can act as a Post Office to 
take care of temporary changes of 
address. 

The method to be followed in the 
headquarters for mailing of BAHA'i 
NEWS hereafter is simple. A copy 
will be sent each American Baha'i 
at the permanent address on Our list. 
If any copy is returned undelivered 
by the Post Office, it will be re
tained here. A believer not receiving 
a copy because of a change of ad
dress not reported to the National 
Spiritual Assembly can obtain a new 
copy at the rate of 10 cents each_ 

Every effort will continue to be 
made to maintain a full and correct 
address list of the Baha'i commu
nity, as hitherto, but the National 
Spiritual Assembly must safeguard 
its funds and its staff facilities for 
efficiency as well as for the sake of 
justice. A little thoughtfulness on the 
part of the individual can be a great 
help at national headquarters. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

SEPTEMBER, I9S4 

KAMPALA SITE PURCHASED 
FOR HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The purchase of a site for the fu
ture Ma:illriqu'l-A4...hkar of Kampala, 
Uganda, has been announced in 
Africa News, publication of the 
Africa Committee of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
the British Isles. After many months 
of work, a special committee, acting 
with the advice of the Guardian, con
cluded negotiations for six acres of 
land located about one mile south of 
the municipal boundaries. From the 
elevation where the Temple will be 
reared there is a beautiful view of 
Lake Victoria ~nd much of Kampala. 

TRANSLATIONS IN INDIA 
Translations of Baha'i literature 

into the Balochi, Panjabi, Tibetan, 
Javanese, Manipuri, Pashto, Nico
barese, Mentawei, Georgian, Pali, as 
well as the Siamese and Modern Chi
nes.e languages have been com
pleted, according to the Baha'i News 
BuUetin of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the BaM'is of India 
Pakistan and Burma. Translation~ 
into Tho, Ossete and Annamese are 
in process. From the same source it 
is reported that the Djakarta group 
has completed translation of Baha
'u'Hah and the New Era into Indo
nesian. This is now being reviewed 
preparatory to printing. 

PIONEER LETTERS 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

wishes to share the following pas
sages from pioneer letters, in keep
ing with its policy of keeping the 
Baha'i world informed of the spirit 
and some of the incidents which 
characterize the unfoldment of the 
World Crusade. 

Excerpts from Pioneer leHers 
to the 

Asia Teaching Committee 

From Stanley Bolton. Jr. 
Tonga, March 31, 1954 

Tonga is quite isolated. Not, per
haps, as much as some Pacific Is
lands, but by American or Australian 
standards very much so. We have 
a regular monthly steamer from 
New Zealand which does the round 
trip to Suva, Tonga, Niue, Samoa, 
Suva and back to New Zealand. Oc-



IAHA'I NEWS 

Views of the inaugoration 0' the ''lnstituto Cu1turaI Indiglnesia Baha'I" In Chichtcastenanp, Guatemala. The group aC; &he 
left shows members of Ute Corl'adia, the IndJan g'Overnment., With .Jenny Taylor, directress of the Institute. At the rlgbt, 

members of the Institute staff are serving reheshments to guests and students. (story on page 9.) .. . . 

casionally, perhaps once in three 
months or more, we have a ship 
from the American mainland either 
direct or via Tahiti, and an occa
sional one from Australia. The fly· 
ing boat, also from New Zealand 
via Suva, comes with alternative 
breaks of six and two weeks . . . 

There is no newspaper. only a 
daily news sheet. But this is hard 
to get hold of unless you are in 
government circles and then when 
you do, is almost unreadable, so bad· 
Iy is it produced. Certainly it is 
days behind. Therefore the only 
real contact with the outside world 
is the radio, programs coming from 
Suva, New Zealand and Australia. 
America can also be picked up but 
is generally not l~stened to. There 
is no radio in Tonga itseU except 
cable station which is the one direct 
and permanent contact with '~he 

outside world. 
In spite of this isolation Tonga is 

a veritable paradise. Some would 
say that because of this isolation it 
has remained a Pacific paradise. 
Others are JOl'd in their crit'cism of 
lack of facilities and amenities and 
spend no little time cursing the quiet 
and solitude which is so much a 
part of island life. 

The island of Tongatabu which, 
together with a few smaller islands, 
makes up one of the three groups 
comprising the whole of Tonga, is 
the main island. Being coral, it is 
perfectly flat and surroWlded by 
extensive and far-reaching reefs. 
The weather is tropical, but not 
oppressively so as it is in Fiji or 
Samoa. The people are extremely 
likeable and friendly. There is good 
reason for these islands to be called 

• + • 

the Friendly Islands. Walk down the 
street and at the drop of a hat a 
dozen conversations commence. 
Within the first hour of my arrival 
chatting to such a casual acquaint~ 
ance, quite without purpose or try
ing, I was able to give a little of the 
Message. 

The Tongans are friendly, open, 
childish, carefree and generally? by 
our standards, without ambition or 
responsibility. It is probably for this 
reason that the ownership of all land 
is vested ultimately in the govern~ 
ment through a quite rigidly ob
served system of aristocracy. No
bility of birth, from royalty down 
through the nobles and chieftain 
classes to the commoners, in spite of 
the natural and inevitable inroad of 
democratic ideas, still carries with 
it many privileges and traditional 
rights denied those of lower birth. 
This social system is even reflected 
in the language which, until the 
advent of missions and organized 
government, was merely a spoken 
language, in that different words for 
the same thing are used on occasion 
of addressing a person of higher or 
lower rank. 

The European population is limited 
to government officials, government 
employees, managers and officials of 
commercial houses and ministers of 
the church. A few of the Europeans 
have been here many years, some 
all their life, having been born here. 
Among these most are related. But 
for the most part, the European 
population is a floating popu1ation 
which is constantly changing. As 
contracts, usually for three years, 
terminate they return from where 
they have come. There is a mixed 

Tongan-white populati(>n which is 
fairly well educated and speaks 
both Tongan and English fluently. 
They command a good deal of influ
ence and power. By far the majority 
of the popuIa tion is native Tongan 
in custom, language, culture, in fact. 
all but religion. A Wesleyan strong
hold, there are also sizeable groups 
of Mormons and Catholics. The 
Europeans are general1y Church of 
England. 

There is veritably no tourist trade. 
Conditions do not warrant it, and 
while they are a convenient excuse, 
the fact is that immigration of any 
sort, regardless of who it might be, 
is discouraged and toui'ism is kept 
to an absolute minimum as officia1 
policy. Allegedly, the only people 
allowed to stay are employees under 
contract or people who have friends 
here whom they wish to visit. Since 
it is virtually impossible for a private 
individual (European) to buy land or 
a house except by renting or trans
ferring a long term lease, of which 
there are few availab1e and no 
further ones being issued, the only 
alternative for the casual visitor is 
to lodge at the boarding house. 'This 
of course leaves much to be desired. 
However, onC€ here, I am sure that 
landing permits can be extended and 
a house, with a little difficulty or 
waiting, can be obtained. 

I .was very interested to read that 
some friends are trying to come here 
to settle and pioneer. Actually I 
heard some time ago through the 
grapevine, commonly called "coco
nut news" here, that their permits 
h ad been gran ted and sent off. I 
wa.o;; delighted to discover that they 
were Baha'is. With all the publicity 
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BeUevers from the Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg. Germany a.nd the United States at the Third Benelux Conference 
aDd Summer School. beld lune 5-13, 195f. a.t Pietersberg, Ooesterbeek. HoUand. (Story on page 10.) . . 

of the Royal visit there has been an 
amazing demand for entry permits. 
The secreta ry to the Premier told 
me that they have been receiving as 
many as two hundred applications 
each mail. Among them doubtless 
are some Baha'i applicants. Most 
of them, except a few select, such 
as scientists, research men and 
journalists, are pOlitely refused. For 
my own part, my entry here, I have 
discovered, has been a minor 
miracle. 

Unaware of all of these difficulties 
when I applied I naturally assumed 
that a landing permit was the logical 
result of application, but I have since 
learned differently. I have no doubt 
that the Hand of Baha'u'llah was 
mysteriously at work. The facts are 
these. I wrote to the Minister of 
Police for a landing permit a few 
days after my arrival back in Aus~ 
tralia from the Holy Land. Realizing 
the poor mail service, and that all 
departments would be upside down 
with the Royal visit merely a few 

.. 

weeks off, I decided to cable. I re
ceived an immediate reply granting 
me six months. It was not Wltil the 
eve of my departure that a formal 
application form was forwarded to 
me to fill in and I am sure must 
have arrived some considerable time 
after I did in Tonga. There was not 
time for me to receive a formal per
mit. I simply traveled on the 
strength of the cable and, of course, 
it was accepted, This all seemed 
very ordinary at the time but it has 
been only since my arrival that I 
learned from all sorts of sources 
that my case was unusual. Once es
tablished here there should be little 
difficulty in the future, since it is 
always possible for friends to visit 
residents. 

Do pray for the work here. Prayer 
is the great binding force in this 
Ten Year Crusade and is a way all 
Baha'is can help gain in the world 
of the spirit those victories that must 
accrue to the pioneers in the world 
of reality. 

AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND 

From the Baha'i Youth Letter 
comes the announcement that the 
activity of South Australian youth 
has necessitated the formation of a 
South Australian Youth Group. This, 
it is hoped will develop into a Re
gional Youth Committee. 

CANADA 
Maritimes Conference 

The lVIaritimes Provinces Annual 
Summer Conference, held this year 
in Shediac. New Brunswick, was 
keyed to the theme "The Unfoldment 
of the Faith Under the Guardian". 
Special emphasis was laid on study 
of the Guardian's messages. 
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AN APPEAL FROM THE AMERICAN NATIONAL TEACHING COMMITTEE 
Three States, NORTH CAROLINA, SouTH CAROLINA and VERMONT, valued and hard won spiritual prizes of 

the First Seven Year Plan, are now without Local Spiritual AssembJies. 
The American Baha'i Community has relinquished a salient portion of their God Given Mission, an 

assignment of the First Seven Year Plan celebrated with such remembered joy at the Centenary Con
vention in 1944, when we were able to g]adden our beloved Guardian's heart by the establishment of Lo
cal Spiritual Assemblies in every remaining state of the United States, as well as in each Province in 
Canada. 

What must he feel to learn that this victorious achievement was transitory; that we have al10wed 
this victory to slip from our grasp through the dissolution of three assemblies: Brattleboro, Vermont; 
North Augusta, South Carolina and Greensboro, North Carolina. 

Re~establishment of these three Assemblies is the primary goal of the Home Front Crusade this year. 
Where are the settlers who can reclaim these assemblies and bring joy once more to the heart of 

Shoghi Effendi? 
Please do not delay if you can offer so tremendous and timely a service to the Faith. We wait for 

your letters. 
AMERICAN NATIONAL TEACHING COMMITrEE, Jesma Herbert, Secretary 

725 Alvarado Street, Los Angeles 57, California 

EUROPEAN TEACHING 
COMMITTEE 
Benelux Conference and Summer School 

The Third Benelux BaM'! Con
ference, June 5-7, followed by the 
First Benelux Baha'i Summer School 
sessions, June 8-15, was attended by 
some seventy believers from nine 
countries. 

Drs. Hermann Grossmann and 
Adelbert Mtihlschlegel, Hands of the 
Cause, spoke during the opening 
meetings of the Conference, held at 
"De Pietersberg" Auditorium in 
Oosterbeck near Arnhem, Holland. 
They traced the development Df the 
Faith from the earliest days through 
the establishment of the institution 
of the Hands of the Cause and the 
appointment of their Auxiliary 
Boards, pointing out the duty and 
privilege of each Baha'i to serve as 
a spearhead for constructive forces 
in bttilding a new world, The second 
and third days of the Conference 
were given to reports from various 
countries and regional committees, 
and consultation on specific prob
lems of the Benelux area. Addresses 
were distributed, mimeographed in 
the several languages used, and all 
discussion was translated simultan4 

eously, on the spot, into French, 
Dutch, German and English. 

The Summer School was keyed to 
the Ten Year Crusade and its im
plications for the Benelux nations. 
To launch these considerations, Miss 
Honor Kempton read the Guardian's 

message, point by point. The work 
for each of the Benelux cOlU1tries 
was then charted on a blackboard 
and consultation held on immediate 
steps to be taken toward attainment 
of the goals outlined. Settlers volun
teered to go to extension teaching 
areas in all three countries and plans 
were made for close cooperation be-
tween these pioneers and the mother 
communities. Problems of incorpora
tion were discussed and the example 
of the "Foundation Baha'i Litera
ture", the legally recognized, tax
exempt organization set up in Hol
land as an immediate initial step, 
was studied. Funds were established 
for creating I:Ia~iratu'l-Quds in Hol
land and Luxembourg and contribu
tions made to a similar Fund already 
existing for Belgium. "Multiplication 
of Assemblies, Groups and isolated 
centers", the Guardian's words, 
were the theme, and the remainder 
of the sessions was devoted to dis
cussion of details bearing on the 
teaching needed for the realization 
of this goaL 

At the last session, the friends 
stood together for the reading of 
'Abdu'l-Baha's "Tablet of Visita
tion". At its close, all remained to
gether in silence for nearly five 
minutes, bound in great unity of 
spirit, in renewed dedication to the 
tasks ahead. 

At a meeting held immediately 
after the final session, the Benelux 
Regional Committee attacked its 
problems of coordinating the teach
ing effort and made initial plans for 
next year's Benelux Baha'i Confer
ence and Summer Schoo1. 

UNITED STATES AFRICA 
TEACHING COMMITTEE 

New Arrivals 
After many delays, Mrs_ Elizabeth 

Stamp, from New York, arrived on 
the island of St. Helena May 4. She is 
in one of the most isolated spots in 
the world_ Boats go there only about 
once a month and when a boat does 
arrive, she says, it is a holiday for 
eve~one but the shopkeepers and 
the post office. 

She writes that she has already 
made known her Faith, has had 
many inquiries from people and is 
proceeding to get settled. She asks 
our thoughts and prayers for her in 
this isolated spot. 

Goals for This Year 
To build up the eleven virgin area s 

assigned to us in Airica. all of which 
have settlers or pioneers in the proc
ess of establishing themselves; for 
consolidating the area of South 
Africa and Liberia, each of which 
has one local assembly; all of this 
will be helped and stimulated im
measurably by the institution, new 
to us this year, of the Hand of U1e 
Cause, Mr. Musa Banfmi, living in 
Uganda, and Auxiliary Board of nine 
(annolll1ced in July BAHA'i NEWS). 
Pioneers can thus come into closer 
contact with other friends through 
visits and in innumerable ways the 
Hand and board will be able to help 
with teaching work in both remote 
and nearby areas of Africa. 

In Africa one of the most thrilling 
teaching experiences, which took 
place during RiQvfm 1954, stemmed 
from the British Cameroons. Here, 
last October, Enoch OIinga, from 
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Kampala, Uganda, settled and began 
teaching the Faith. By April 21st an 
assembly was formed in Victoria, 
British Cameroons, and during the 
Ri~van period in British Togoland. 
French Togoland, French Cam
eroons, Ashanti Protectorate, North
ern Territory Protectorate (of Gold 
Coast). Our committee has been in 
closest touch with David Tanyi, the 
pioneer to French Togoland, as it is 
one of the new areas assigned to us. 
He is serving with the utmost de
votion and detachment, telling those 
whom he comes in touch with of the 
Faith. Already One new believer is 
about to be enrolled and he is over
joyed at this. With him in Lome, 
French Togoland, are two American 
pioneers, Miss Mavis Nyman and 
Mrs. Vivian Wesson, who arrived 
early in May, so they can form a 
Baha'i Group and work together. 

News of new believers enrolled 
also comes from the CoUisons, of 
Ruanda-Urundi, adjacent to the Bel
gian Congo. They write of being ea
ger for help from Baha'i pioneers, 
but say that a knowledge of French 
is absolutely necessary. The Colli
sons, not knowing French, feel quite 
handicapped in their teaching work. 

Bill Sears has recently been to 
Haifa and his notes, naturally, deal 
largely with the methods and im
portance of teaching in South Africa. 
Over and over again these general 
principles are reiterated: pioneers 
going to Africa must efface them
selves, they must realize that in go
ing to Africa they go to teach the 
native African people, not the Eu
ropeans or others who have mi
grated there. Pioneers must show 
by actions, not by words alone, that 
they love the Africans and have 
COlIle to Africa to serve them and 
show their love for them. The 
Guardian considers Uganda the 
place in Africa where the Baha'i 
Faith has been most successfully 
taught, and urges pioneers in other 
areas to emulate them. He said it 
was the small things that were done 
that touched the hearts and won peo
ple to the Faith. In teaching the na
tive Africans his advice was '~to se
lect those taught carefully, teach 
them thorou.ghly, strengthen them 
in their understanding. Give them 
the message in such a way as to 
create in them a desire to teach. 
Then the ta.$k is accomplished. Then 
let the whites disperse." Thus it is 
stressed that the Baha'i pioneers 
teach some of the Africans well and 

then let them go ahead and teach 
others, in their own way. Surely we 
are seeing an excellent example of 
this in the story of the pioneering of 
Enoch Olinga and the pioneers from 
Victoria. Lastly, as has been said 
many times previously, the Guard
ian is anxious that pioneers through
out Africa hold strongly and uncom
promisingly to the principles of the 
Faith; taking no sides whatsoever in 
politics, not even indirectly t not ever 
appearing to side against authori
ties, never taking sides but main
taining strict silence on all such 
matters. And, finally, his message 
to Africa, as it is to Baha'is all over 
the world is: disperse and scatter. 
Teach the Faith; when an assemb1y 
is formed, move On to a new place 
and begin all over again. 

NATIONAL REFERENCE 
LIBRARY COMMITIEE 

The National Reference Library 
Committee would like to call atten
tion to a suggestion of the National 
Assembly made in "The Home Front 
Teaching Plan" wherein each indi
vidual is asked: '~To make the sa
cred Baha'i literature his daily com
panion through study and meditation 
of such works as Gleanings from the 
Writings Of Baha.'u'llcih." 

If you have not a1ready set up a 
program of study in compliance with 
this directive, we offer work on the 
preparation of reference material 
Wlder the direction of this Commit
tee as an ideal deepening technique. 

The following projects arc under 
way, headed up by the individuals 
noted: 

Detailed indexing of Baha'i litera· 
ture in preparation of a master in
dex: 

Mrs. Dorothy Petersen 
4437 W. Lisbon Avenue 
Milwaukee 8, Wisconsin 

Preparation of Concordance of 
Baha'u'llah's Writings: 

Mrs. Marian C. Lippitt 
1429-B Jackson Street 
Charleston, West Virginia 

Compilation and indexing of ref-
erences to Bible text: 

Mrs. Gene Crist 
3025 Newark St., N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Compila tion and indexing of ref
erences to text of Qur'an and other 
Scriptures: 

Mrs. Kathleen Javid 
2008 Spencer Lane 
Middletown, Ohio 

II 

Previous experience is not neces
sary. Anyone able to recognize nouns 
and verbs can qualify as a Concord
ance worker. Instructions win be 
sent if you contact one of the above 
members or write to: 

National Reference Library 
Committee 

Mrs. Marian C. Lippitt, Secy. 
1429-B Jackson Street 
Charleston, West Virg.inia 

The Committee is still soliciting 
other kinds of help, too, such as con
tributions of books and pamphlets; 
preparation of special compilations; 
donations of reference material per
sonally compiled, etc. Suggestions 
are solicited also for non-Baha'i lit
erature which is considered impor
tant to be included ultimately in our 
National Reference Library as as
sistance in preparing Baha'i talks or 
promoting the teaching effort. Cor
respondence regarding these should 
also be addressed to the Secretary. 

There is no time limit on any of 
these projects, so whatever is un
dertaken is, as it should be, always 
secondar,y -to· -teaching· -act-ivit-ies.--The· 
fruit of these efforts will not be real
ized soon. The Committee hopes, 
however, to become within the next 
years a center of reference, even 
before the actual Reference Library 
materializes. The goal is to relieve 
the National Spiritual Assembly and 
even the Guardian, of the burden of 
supplying such answers to questions 
as are available in the texts of our 
Teachings. 

National Baha', Addresses 

NATIONAL BAHA'i ADMINISTRATIVE 

HF.ADQUARTERS: 

536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

NATIONAL TREASURER: 

112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make checks Payable to: 
National Baha.'i Fund 

BAHA'i PUBLISHING COMMITTEE: 
100 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

BAHA'i NEWS: 

Editorial Office: 
110 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, LlIinois 

Subscription and 
change of address: 

112 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Illinois 
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Displays presenting the Baha'i Story to 

TEMPLE GUIDING COMMITTEE 
Since the Dedication of the Baha'i 

House of Worship last spring the 
number of visitors has increased 
dramatically t as these figures for 
the month of July show: 

1952 ... 4,535 visitors 
1953 ... 16,120 visitors 
1954 ... 17,456 visitors 

Of these last, 11,093 visited the 
Temple during the week, 6,363 on 
Sundays. 

Many and varied groups have vis
ited the Temple. One of the most 
outstanding during July was a tour, 
sponsored by the Y.W.C.A. Stu
dent Department, of 185 young peo
ple, aged 20-35, in which 39 cOWltries 
and 41 colleges were represented. 
Children's groups often arr ange for 
tours. The largest group in July con
sisted of 103 children, 9-13-years-old, 

from the High Ridge Y.M.C.A., 
with their leaders. The visit to the 
Temple is an annual event for this 
Y.M.C.A., and the children look 
forward to the trip. There is a re
cording, pictures and souvenir fold
ers expressly for children. 

For those who ask whether there 
are tangible results of visits to the 
Temple, we quote this letter, re
cently received: 

HThe spirit of the Baha'i Cause has 
been very easy for me to accept and 
understand. Each day I thank God 
for having led me to visit the Tem~ 
pie. In October the (local) Assembly 
accepted me as a believer." 

The typical visit to the House of 
Worship has been designed so that 
each visitor may take away with 
him a definite idea of what Baha'is 
believe. The tour starts with a re
cording which tells who Baha'u'llah 

is, what a Baha'i is, something about 
the Teachings and a few facts about 
the architecture and physical fea
tures of the Temple. This recording 
is played to accompany slides which 
are shown in Foundation Hall. 
Guests are then conducted through 
the exhibits, shown on these pages 
in the order they appear at the Tem
ple. A guide accompanies each 
group to answer any questions which 
may be asked. After being invited 
to sign the guest register. if they 
wish, and look over the literature 
which is available, visitors go up to 
the main Auditorium where, it is ex
plained, there is no talking. Many 
after looking aroWld, sit down; some 
to pray and meditate, others to read 
the souvenir folder or simply to rest, 
to feel the spirit of peace and tran
quility one finds at the Mawriqu'l~ 
Agj:tkar - the place of the mention 
of God. 

BAHA'I PRESS SERVICE 
The Baha'i Press Service publicity 

releas e on the Martyrdom of the 
Bab, and the first memorial service 
held at the Shrine of the Bab in 
Haifa since its completion, was pub
lished wholly or in pa rt by 54 news
papers in 45 cities, reaching a total 
drcul ation of over 4,210,000 people. 

BAHA'I ON THE AIR 
The Inter-Faith Radio Committee 

of the Milwaukee County Council of 
Churches requested Milwaukee, Wis
consin, Baha lis to present a 30-min
ute program on station WTMJ on 
Sunday, July 25. A member of the 
Local Spiritual Assembly spoke on 
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Visitors at the Baha'i House of Worship 

°Religiou5 Unity for Mankind." This 
makes three broadcasts over WTMJ 
for the BahB.'f World Faith instead 
of only one for the 1953·1954 schedule. 

Another BahB.'f has had a script 
accepted for Edward R. Murrow's 
"This I Believe" program, to be 
heard on stations throughout the na
tion. The author has quoted Baha
'n'llah in the script. 

Radio Station WCBM Baltimore, 
Maryland, carried a ten-minute pro
gram on "Temple-Symbol of the 
Baha'i World Faith." 

WILM, Wilmington, Delaware, is 
presenting the Baha'i message 
through a two-week series of discus
sions keyed to the World Council of 
Churches meetings in Evanston. 
Copies of Christ's Promise Fu!filled 
are offered to listeners. 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
Baha'is of Quincy, IUinois, upon 

invitation from the president of the 
Association, presented the teachings 
of the Faith of Bah!o'u'llah before the 
regular meeting of the Quincy
Adams County Ministerial Associa-
tion. 

Boise and Ada County, Idaho, 
Baha'is have secured the use of the 
Art Gallery for a regular Sunday 
Morning Devotional Hour. A chil
dren's c1ass also is held, jn another 
room of the museum. 

The Baha'i Group of the Canal 
Zone, Southern Are-a, formed last 
April, announces the first public 
meeting to be held in their area. A 
series of radio broadcasts entitled 
"Prescription for Living" is planned 
to coincide with this "public launch-

ing" of the Faith in that area. 
Presentations of books to the Do

ver Public Library and to the Dean 
of Dover State College for the col· 
lege library have been arranged by 
Baha'is of Dover, Delaware. The 
Congregational Church in Dover has 
invited the Baha'is to present the 
Faith before the Young Married 
Couples Group. 

A Baha'i Children's Reception in 
San Fernando, California, gathered 
over 100 children, parents and 
friends of many races and nationali
tjes for festivities expressing the 
uni ty of mankind. 

Regular newspaper advertising 
has resulted in larger firesides in 
Emporia, Kansas. Sett1ers are mov
ing to a larger home to be able to 
accommodate larger groups of seek
ers. 

Wichita, Kansas, beHevers invite 

traveling Baha'is to spend a night 
in their city. Contacts are numerous 
and a fireside can be arranged on 
a few hours' notice. 

BAHA'I WORLD VOLUMES 
GO TO WORK IN PIONEER 
POSTS AROUND THE WORLD 

Response during Convention to 
sending Baha'i World books to pio
neers in the far-flung outposts of the 
Faith was most enthusiastic. The 
Publishing Committee has, therefore 
secured permission from the 
National Assembly to continue the 
gift plan. 

Many of you have had the joy of 
hearing from some pioneer working 
in another land. Letters we have 
seen from pioneers testify to their de
light in the World volumes and the 
extreme usefulness of these books in 
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teaching. This is simply further con~ 
firmation of the Guardian's words, 
which say the Baha'i World will 
" ... without the slightest doubt. if 
generously and vigorously support
ed, arouse unprecedented interest 
among aU classes of civiHzed soci~ 
ety." 

In order to help you to support The 
Baha~i World "generously and vigor
ously~" the Publishing Committee of
fers this plan: 

1. You inform us how many vol
umes IX, X, or XI you wish to 
send, 

2. We select pioneers who want 
those volumes (from a list 
showing which of these three 
volumes each pioneer wants). 

3. We enclose a gift card with 
your name and address. 

4. You pay only list price. 
5. We wrap for overseas mailing; 

pay all shipping costs, including 
foreign postage. If you have 
sent parcels abroad, especially 
recently since the rise in rates, 
you know that this represents a 
substantial saving to you. 

The National Assembly wishes 
tbese mailings to be handled by the 
Publishing office because extreme 
caution is needed in some areas. We 
keep uP'"'to~date on restrictions and 
do everything possible to protect 
pioneers from the consequences of 
indiscretions in ma.iling. 

Individuals and groups of the 
friends are urged to consider this as 
well as local communities. When the 
cost is too large for one person, two 
or more sharing the initial expense 
can make possible a teaching effort 
in one of the pioneer fronts which 
otherw.ise might not be made. 

The following are a few excerpts 
from letters of pioneers who have reM 
ceived, or who would like to receive, 
Baha.'i World volumes as gifts. Many 
pioneers still have no volumes of 
The Baha'i World. 

From the Canary Islands 

"The World Book came and right 
at the perfect moment.. when we 
had our very best friend here. He 
was fascinated and paged and paged 
it through ... Today I am to see a 
girl " who is going to Venezuela. 
Imagine my delight to see some~ 

thing about Venezuela in the book! 
It will be kept very busy, right off, 
and in such a tiny island where the 
people feel very isolated ... it will 
help to show the scope, and this kind 

of thing impresses them. They feel 
as though they are isolated from im~ 
portant things. At times we feel for
gotten too, but when . . . a note 
comes such as the one of your pres
ent to us, we know how great is the 
love of God that His servants rc~ 
member 'One another." 
From Antwerp, Belgium 

"How one -wishes the day had 
more hours to drink in more deeply 
this wealth of information and 
Baha'i experience ... for every word 
is a well-spring of inspiration. I have 
invited my closest contact for next 
Sunday to browse through the 
Baha'i Wor1d together." 
From Japan 

"Mr. Torii, the blind brother here, 
is collecting for a Baha'i Ii brary for 
Kyoto and so those World volumes 
would be most acceptable." 
From Basutoland 

"We are about to enter into a pro-
gram of teaching in a native village 
. . . this particular copy (Volume 
XI) has much that will be of interest 
to those whom we hope to bring into 
the Faith ... we welcome the gift 
for our oVt-'l1 interest and enlighten
ment as well. 

"If, God willing, we are able to 
assist in establishing an Assembly 
here, the book will be offered as part 
of the Assembly library, and be
come a permanent part of the work 
here in Lesuto." 
From Sicily 

"The World Books would be very 
valuable in our teaching work, 
both because they show just what the 
Faith is accomplishing all over the 
world and because of the illustra
tions. These are especially valuable 
in a country of one religion, as here, 
because the people need to realize 
the Faith has support in other COWl

tries." 
-BAHA'i PUBLISlDNG COMMI'ITEE 

NEWSPAPER PUBLICITY 
FOR THE FAITH 

The Buffalo Courier-Express re
cently carried a three·column ac
count, with a picture, of the activi~ 
ties of a Baha'i in Hamburg, New 
York, who holds a regular interna
tional gathering at her home. The 
Faith is presented at these meetings 
and the newspaper account gave 
teachings of Baha'u'lHlh on the one~ 
ness of mankind and the oneness of 
religion. 

An accoWlt of the Martyrdom of 
the Bab and articles on the travels 
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of Baha'i pioneers were carried in 
The Milwaukee Journal, which prints 
regular notices of Baha'i meetings. 

i The National Spiritual Assembly 
release on the H-bomb has been 
used, according to reports from 
Flagstaff and Prescott, Arizona, and 
Boise, Idaho. 

In Anchorage, Alaska, The Times 
gave a brief mention of the Martyr
dom of the Bab, while the Anchor
age DaUy News printed an excel~ 
lent write-up, using material on the 
Shrine of tbe Bab provided by the 
Baha'i Press Service. 

Publicity in the local newspapers 
as well as in the pUblications of the 
nearby Army Air Base has been 
reported from Dover, Delaware. 

NORTH SHORE 
TOWN MEETING 

Stemming from the 1950 4IPaths to 
Peace" meeting, held in Winnetka, 
the North Shore Town Meeting held 
May 24, 1954, developed the theme of 
"The H·Bomb and You". Thirty-four 
civic, social, religious and political 
groups cooperated to stage a mass 
meeting in the auditorium of the 
Technological Institute at Northwest
ern University in Evanston, illinois. 

In the steering committee meet· 
ings responsible for this gathering, 
Baha'is expressed the point of view 
of the Faith on the subject and ar~ 
ranged that a statement of the 
Baha'i position be printed with the 
group of 250·word declarations pre
sented to each of the 1,100 persons 
attending the Town Meeting. This is 
the statement, subsequently dis
tributed by the National Spiritual As
sembly. which has been carried in 
newspapers in many parts of the 
country. Literature was distributed 
from an information table in the 
lobby after the meeting. 

Representatives of participating 
organizations sat on the platform 
during the program. Mr. Horace 
Holley, Hand of the Cause, and Mrs. 
Margery McCormick, member of the 
Auxiliary Board, listened as Mr. 
Norman Cousins, world traveler and 
editor of the Saturdau Review of 
Literature, and resource speakers 
attempted to outline the basis for the 
world's dislocations and suggest 
solutions. A "lack of enforceable jus
tice", a need for a demonstration of 
love and understanding and an ap· 
peal for cooperation with a vitalized 
United Nations were stressed. 
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The 8rs' Bah8.'i Group of Athens, Greece, holding' a Nineteen Day Feast at the 
site at the temple of Apollo, visited by Saint Paul. From Jefi to right: Amim Banaru, 

Sheila Banw, Susanne Bawini, Ca.ro]e Allen and Dwight Allen. 

AUDIO-VISUAL 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

"Words for the World" 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

has authorized the re-production of a 
new set of Words fDT the World, 
identical with the original two six
teen-inch radio transcriptions as to 
program content and sequence j but 
in a ten-inch size for home use. 

The Audio-Visual Education Com
mittee has produced this item in re
sponse to the widespread interest 
aroused among the believers by the 
original transcriptions of Words for 
the World, used by various broad
casting stations. Many broadcasting 
stations in the United States and 
Canada are equipped to play the new 
recording, 

The records' four ten-inch sides 
have three programs of 41;2 minutes 
each, which can be played separate
ly or as a group of three. Made of 
very durable vinylite, these long
playing microgroove records are de
signed for use on any machine set to 
play at 33 1/3 r.p.m. 
One set of two ten-inch records. BLP. 

51-52, postpaid .......... ,', .. $5.00 

New Audio-Visual Teaching Mediums 

Haifa, A Name You Win Reo.mem-
ber. 70 frames of the latest scenes of 
the completed Shrine of the Bab, 
Bahji and Gardens, with script $8.00 

New Rental LibTary, available on 
a rental basis to Assemblies, Groups, 
Librarians, settlers and consolida
tors. One SVE and A/a Filmstrip 
Projector and any five of a large 
series of educational! and Life maga
zine series filmstrips; one month's 
rental ......................... $6.00 

Write for catalog of available sub-
jects to 

Audio-Visual Education 
Committee, 
126 Evergreen Place 
West Englewoocl, New Jersey 
! t 

Corrections 
The following corrections should 

be made in the August issue of 
BABA~i NEWS page 5: 

Column I, line 10 from bottom 
~~solitudelJ should be changed to read 
"solicitude". 

Column 3, line 3 of footnotes -
"1953" should be changed to read 
"1933". 

These corrections are necessitated 
by printer's errors in revising proof, 

The caption under the picture of 
the Italo-S.wiss Convention, on page 
9 of the July BAHA'i NEWS is incor
rect, the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the Baha'is of Italy and 
Switzerland reports. The Conven
tion was not held at Locarno, It took 
place at Lugano, Switzerland. 

DEVOTIONAL PROGRAM 
AT HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Baha'i House of Worship at 
Wilmette, Illinois, is dedicated to the 
Unity of Goo, the Unity of His 
Prophets, the U ni ty of Mankind. In 
this spirit, public worship is con
ducted each Sunday at 3:30 P.M. in 
the auditorium. Readers at these de
votional programs include Baha'is 
and guests. Choral selections arc by 
the Baha'i House of Worship A Cap
pella Choir. 

The programs for the month of 
August follow: 
Order of Devotions - August 1, 1954 

The essence of Teligion is tQ testify unto 
that which the Lord hath r€uea[ed, and 10[-

l5 

tow that which He hath ordained in His mighty 
Book. -Baha'u'Ufu 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Bow Down Thine EaT', 0 Lord-Hayden Mor. 
gan 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers and Meditations, XLVII, p. 69 
Gleanings. pp. 64-66, 67~. 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Worthy Art Thou, 0 Lord-Healy Wi1lan 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Job 28:1·15, 20.28 

NEW 'TESTAMENT 
John 15:1·12 

QUR'AN 
Sura 11:172 

BAHA'r SACRED WRITINGS 
B~a'i World Faith, pp. 14CJ...141 
EPIStle to' the Son 01 the Wolf, pp. 25.26 
Prayers and Meditation!':, XLII p 59 

CHORAL SELECTION ' . 
We Thank Thee, Lord-BortnianskY_Tkach 

Order of Devotions-August 8 1954 
Make mentiD1t oj Me on My earth. th.at in 

M¥ heaven I may. Tem.embeT" thee, thus .shall 
Mme eyes and thme be so!a.ced._Ba.h.i 'u 'IMh 
CUORAL SELECTION 

Sing and Rejoice--WflJ .Tam-es 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayers and Meditations CLXV p 258 
OLD TESTAMENT • ,. 

Psalms 23 and 19 
NEW TESTAMENT 

Mark 12:29--31: Romans B:28; I Corinthians 
13:1-7, 2:9 

QUR'AN 
Sura IT :256-258 

CHORAL SELECTroN 
GTant Unto Me the Joy Of Thy Sawation_ 
Johannes Brahms 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, pp. 3{J4-aos 
Book at CoErtitude, pp. 192-197 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Ft"om the Sweet·Scented Streams (A Prayer 
of Ba.ha'u·llah)-CharJes Wolcott 

The readings for August 15 are the 
same as those presented on April 25. 

The readings for August 22 are the 
same as those presented on May 23. 
Order of Devotions-August 29, 1954 

o men! This is a match.!ess Day. Matchless 
must, likewise, be the tongue that celeln'ateth 
the praise of the Desire oj all nations, and 
matchles.s- the deed that aspireth to be accept_ 
able in His sight. The whole hUman race hath 
tonged jor this Day, that perchance it ma.y 
tuljn that which well beseemeth its station, and 
is worthy of its destiny. -BaM'u'l.1ih 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Have Ye Not K-nOWJt-RrmdaIl Thompson 
Ye Shan Have a Song-Randall Thompson 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers .and Meditations, LXXI, p. 117 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Psalms 24; Micah 4: 1·5 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Revelation 21: 1-5 

QUR'AN 
Sura LXXV: 1-12 

CHORAL SELECTION 
I wm Not Leave You Comfortless-Wil
liam Byrd 

BAHA'r SACRED WRITING~ 
Gleanings, CVI, p. 213; XVI, p. 39: VII. p. 
10; IV, 6. 01); V, p. 7 
The World Order of Baha'u'Uah, pp. 106·107 
Prayers and Meditations, CLV, p. 248. 

CHORAL SELECT'ON 
Send FOTth Thy Spirit-F'. :t. Schuetky 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 
Baha'i Prayers (General) Prayers 

of universal appeal and application, 
ideal as a gift for anyone, Baha'i or 
non-Baha'i. 4 by 6% inches, 112 
pages, bound in old ivory Span-a
Tone. 

Each ...................... $1.25 
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Baha'i Prayers (Combined) All the 
prayers of the General edition plus 
occasional prayers of special signifi
cance for Baha'is, such as The Ob
ligatory Prayers, The Tablet of 
Al).mad, Prayers for Marriage. Both 
editions have been carefully checked 
for authenticity of translation. 4 by 
6If4 inches, 189 pages, bound in green, 
simulated morocco. 

Each ...................... $1.50 

Life After Death. By Florence Pin
chon. Baha'i teachings on immortal
ity. convincingly expounded and car
rying a message of assurance for the 
increasing human anxieties of our 
day_ This special edition has been 
prepa red for the World Council of 
Churches Committee for use in their 
contact work. Baha'is should find a 
wide use for this pamphlet, which 
gives the Baha'i attitude of serene 
faith in the face of death. Standard 
small pamphlet size, deep green and 
white cover. 
(minimum order) 10 copies ... $ .50 

100 copies ... $4.00 

The God Who Walks With Men 
By Horace Holley. A stirring new 
approach to the way God keeps His 
Covenant with man. Presented in 
lucid, imaginative prose, this 
pamphlet carries conviction in 
every line and induces conviction 
in the heart of its reader. Featured 
by the National Committee for 
intimate firesides and personal 
contacts. 

(minimum order) 10 Copies ... $ .75 
100 Copies ... $7.00 

Chicago Sunday Trihune Reprint 
(New, 1953 Dedication edition). A 
splfmdid article on the Baha'i Faith 
and the House of Worship which ap
peared in the magazine section of 
the Chicago Sunday Tribune. Con
tains three full-colored photographs 
of the Temple (two of the interior). 
Four-page folder, printed on 7%xl0'h 
inch white enameled paper. 
(minimum order) 10 copies ... $ .75 

100 copies ... $6.00 

Price Reduced on Baha', World Set 
Baha'i World, Volumes II, III, IV, 
V, VI, VIII, IX, X and XI, constitute 
a set of those books still available. 
Bought singly, the set costs $49.50. 
The Publishing Committee now 
offers the 9 volumes for $44.50, a 
saving of $5.00, and will deliver 
them, at this reduced price, any':' 
where in the U.S. Here is an oppor~ 
tunity for communities and individ~ 
uals to place vital documentation in 
their libraries at a saving. 
Nine volume "set" (net) ..... S44.50 

Please address all inquiries and or
ders for publishing items to: 

Baha'i Publishing Committee 
110 Linden A venue 

Wilmette, Illinois 

"Glory be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this Thy servant and this 
Thy maid-servant have gathered un
der the shadow of Thy mercy and 
they (J)re u.nited through Thy Javor 
and generosity. 0 Lord Assist them 
in this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine for them every good 
through Thy bounty and grace . .. " 

-BW'U'LLAu 
Puerto Rico-Miss Alice Hathorn to 

Mr. Milton Heath, April 15, 1954. 
Tucson, Arizona - Miss Frances 

Toomes to Mr. William P. Mori, 
June 27, 1954. 

HOLY DAYS 
October 20, Birth of the Bab 

FEASTS 
September 8, 'Izzat, Might 
September 27, Ma:illiyyat, Will 
October 16, '11m, Knowledge 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
September 3, 4, 5, 6 
October 8, 9, 10 

SEPTEMIER. 1954 

BAHA'i HOUSE OF WORSHIP 
Visiting Hours 
Weekdays: 1{):30 A.M.--4:30 P.M. 

7:00 P.M.-9:00 P.M. 
Sundays: 10:30 A.M.-9:00 PM 

Service of Worship: Sunday at 3:30 
P.M., lasting until 4:15. (No guid
ed tours will be conducted during 
the program of worship.) 

CCDeath pToffereth unto every con
fident believer the cup that is life 
indeed. It hestoweth joy and is the 
heaTer of gladness. It conferreth the 
gift of everlasting life." 

-BAHA'u'uJ..a 

Mr. Arturo Bia ggi 
Hato Hey, Puerto Rico 
April, 1954 

Mrs. Betty Swenson 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 
May 17, 1954 

Mrs. Daisy Schaub 
Fruitport, Michigan 
May 28, 1954 

Mrs. Agda Swenson 
New York, New York 
May 30, 1954 

Mrs. Phillipine Zindars 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
May, 1954 

Mr. Frank Whitbeck 
Jersey City, New Jersey 
June, 1954 

Mr. Joseph Silva 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire 
July 2, 1954 

Mrs. Connie Wolcott 
Tacoma, Washington 
July 9, 1954 

Mr. Prcsly Holliday 
Seattle, Washington 
Juiy 15, 1954 

Mrs. Cora Harper 
New York, New York 
July 21, 1954 

Mr. Victor Costat 
Dover, New Hampshire 
(no date given) 

BAHA'! NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies of 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the tenth day 01 the montb 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1954-1955: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Man
a.ging Editor; :Mr. David Ned Bla.ckmer, Assistant Editor; Mrs. Beatrice Ashton, Miss Edna True. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of Address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Administrative Headquarters, 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois, U. S.A. 



Baha'i Directory 
United States 

1954-1955 
National Baha'i Administrative Headquarters, 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, lllinois 

Office of the Treasurer, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 
Office of PUblishing Committee, 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois 

NATIONAL SPffiITUAL ASSEMBLY 
Mr. Paul E. Haney, Chairman 
Mr. Charles Wolcott, Vice Chairman 
Mr. Horace Holley, Secretary 
Miss Edna True, Recording Secretary 

Mr. H. Borrah Kavelin. Treasurer 
Miss Charlotte Linfoot, Assistant Secretary 
Mr. Lawrence Hautz 
Mr. Robert McLaughlin 

Mrs. Margery McCormick 

INTERCONTINENTAL TEACHING 
European Teaching Committee 
Functions: To plan and supervise the teaching work in 
the new territories assigned to the United States in the 
World Crusade in the European area; to promote the 
consolidation of the Faith in the 8 remaining goal coun
tries of Europe as well as in France and in Finland; to 
assist in the establishment of separate National Spirit
ual Assemblies in Switzerland and Italy, and to carry 
out all the other related objectives in the European area 
assigned to the United States, under the supervision of 
the National Spiritual Assembly. 

Miss Edna True, Chairman 
Dr. Katherine True, Vice Chairman 
Mrs. Julia Shows. Secretary, 4405 Kirk St., Skokie, Ill. 
Mr. David Ned Blackmer 
Mr. Henry .Jarvis 
Mr. Edwin Mattoon 
Mrs. Clara W GOd 

U.S. Africa Teaching Committee 
Functions: To plan and supervise the teaching work in 
the new territories assigned to the United States in the 
Global Crusade in the African area; to promote consoli
dation of the Faith in Liberia and South Africa; to carry 
out all other related objectives in the African area as 
assigned to the United States, under the jurisdicion of 
the National Spiritual Assembly. 

Mrs. Edna Williams, Chairman 
Mr. Albert James, Vice Chairman 
Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee, Secretary, 4700 • 47th St., N.W., 

Washington 16, D.C. 
Mrs. Hazel C. Langrall, Assistant Secretary 
Mr. Amoz Gibson 
Mrs. Marie Rice 
Mr. Rexford Parmelee 

U.S. Asia Teaching Committee 
Functions: To plan and supervise the opening of the 
remaining virgin territories assigned to the United 
States in the Global Crusade in the Asian area; to plan 
and supervise the teaching work in all the new terri· 
tories assigned to the United States in the Asian area; 
to establish National Assemblies in Japan and in the 
South Pacific Islands; to carry out all other related 
objectives in the Asian area assigned to the United 
States under the supervision of the National Spiritual 
Assembly. 

Mr. Ali M. Yazdi, Chairman 
Miss Charlotte Lintoot. Secretary, 112 Lindeil Ave .• Wil-

mette, Ill. 
Mrs. Mamie Seto 
Miss Gladyce Linfoot 
Mrs. Marion Yazdi 
Mr. Anthony Y. Sew 
Mrs. Lorana Ker100t 
Mrs. Dorothy Peterson 
Miss Marjorie Wheeler 
Mrs, Myrtle 'Wendler 

Western Hemisphere Teaching Committee 
Functions: To plan and supervise the teaching work in 
the four virgin Western Hemisphere territories assigned 
to the United States in the Global Crusade; to promote 
the consolidation of the F ai th in Hawaii and Puerto 
Rico and the establishment of aNa tional Spiritual 
Assembly in Alaska; to promote teaching among 
Eskimos; to assist the National Assemblies of Central 
and South America in the formation of twenty new 
National Spiritual Assemblies in the Central and South 
American areas; to carry out all the other related 
objectives in the Western Hemisphere assigned to the 
U niled States under the snpervision of the National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

Mr. Wm. deForge, Chairman 
Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin, Secretary, 73 College Rd .• 

West, Princeton, N. J. 
Miss Dorothea Morrell 
Mrs. Nura Mobine 
Mr. Wm. Towart 
Mr. Keith. deFolo 
Miss Gale March 
Mrs. Etta Mae Mikael 

Teaching Committee for Hawaii 
(Under the supervision of the WeareI'D Hemisphere Teach1DI' 
Committee) 

Mrs. Mabel J. Van Valkenberg, <:onvener 
Mrs. Lillian Chou, Maui Secretary. 380 Lanai St., Kahului, 

Maui. T.R, 
Mrs. Shirley Lombard, Oahu Secretary, 2044 Lanihull Dr" 

Honolulu. T. H. 
Mrs. Dorothy Beers 
Mr. Rolt K. Macalister 
Miss Margaret Daniels 
Mrs, Daisy Sabin 
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Mr. Alvin Kubala 
Mrs. Rose Kubala 

Teaching Committee for Alaska 
(Under 1he supervision of the Western Hemisphere TeachIng 
Committee) 

Mr. Verne Stout. Chairman 
Mrs. Evelyn Huffman. Secretary, Box 857. Anchorage 
Mr. Arthur Gregory 
Miss Betty Becker 
Mrs. Lucile Donnelly 
Mr. Donald M. Donnelly 
Mr. Lawrence Olson 
Mr. Leslie MacLellan 

Mr. Edgar Russell 
Mr. Robert Moul 
Mr. Howard J, Brown 
Mr. Vernon Huffman 

Northern Peoples Teaching Committee 
Functions: To contact and teach the Eskimos, Indians 
and Aleuts. 

Mrs. Frances Wells, Chairman 
Mrs. Janet Stout, Secretary. 1628 . 10th Ave., Anchorage 
Mrs. Ann Ashen 
Mr. George Keefe 
Mrs. George Keefe 
Mrs. Georgine Moul 

INTERNATIONAL 
United Nations 
Functions: To represent the National Spiritual Assem
bly in relation to matters concerning United Nations. 

Miss Isabel Silk 
Mrs. Mildred Mottahedeh. 225 Fifth Ave., New York 10, N.Y. 
Mr. Rafi Mottahedeh 
Mrs. Hilda Yen Male 
Mrs. Mary L. Burnett 
Mr. Peter Gravina 
Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh 
Mrs. Habib Sabet 

Baha'i World Editorial Committee Vol. XUI (1954-1956) 
Functions: To gather materials from all available 
sources throughout the Baha'i International Community 

for the biennial volume, edit and arrange it in accord
ance with the established plan of contents, and transmit 
it to the Guardian for his selection and final approval. 
The materials to be gathered include rumual and special 
reports, statistical data, articles, essays and verse, 
articles on subjects assigned, photographs and docu
ments. 

Miss Charlotte Linfoot. Chairman 
Mrs. Beatrice Ashton. Secretary. P.O. Box 285, Waukegan. 

lll. 
Mrs. Gertrude Henning 
Mrs. Eleanor S. Hutchens 
Dr. Garreta Busey 
Miss Pearl Pohl 
Mrs. Alice Simmons Cox 

TEMPLE 
Temple Worship 
Functions: To assume full responsibility under the 
general direction of the National Spiritual Assembly, 
for planning and conducting the services of worship in 
Temple auditorium, including music. Such services 
are, until further notice, to be held at 3 :30 P.M. every 
Sunday. 

Mrs. Gertrude Henning, Chairman-Treasurer 
Miss Hortense Bredehorst, Secretary. 1331 N. 13th St .• 

DeKalb. m. 
Miss Ruth Dasher 
Mrs. Sarah S. Walrath 
Mr. Joseph Peter 
Mr. Monroe loa s 
Mr. Horace Holley 
Mrs. Florence Gibson 
Mrs. Mary Lou Martin 

Temple Public Meetings 
Functions: To conduct public meetings for proclama. 
tion of the Faith in Baha'i Temple Foundation Hall. 

Mr. Ellsworth Blackwell, Chairman 
Mrs. Mildred Blackmer, Cor. Secretary. 1502 Fowler Ave., 

Evanston. Ill. 
Miss Hortense Bredenhorst 
.Mrs. Mary Lou Martin 
Miss Yvonne Harrop 
Mrs. Dotha Cooper 
Mrs. Gloria Pughsley 

Temple Guides 
Functions: To maintain guide service for Temple visi
tors. 

Mrs. Margarite Ullrich, Chairman 

Mrs. Dorothy Redson. Secretary, 681 Garland Ave .• Win-
netka. DI. 

Mrs. Edna Coleman 
Mrs. Leona Jackson 
Mrs. Carol Hautz 
Mr. Clarence Ullrich 
Mjss Yvonne Harrop 
Mr. Robert C. Lewis 
Mr. Jesse Robinson 
Mrs. Viola Tuttle 
Mr. Charles Reimer 
Mr. Joseph Peter 
Mr. Paul Pettit 

Temple Children's School 
Functions: To conduct classes in Temple Foundation 
for children of different age groups. 

Miss Barbara Hannen. Chairman 
Mrs. Mary Rodman. Secretary. 2320 Oak St.. Northbrook. 

Ill. 
Mr. Richard McCurdy 
Mrs. Banu Hassan Green 
Mrs. Minnie Had1ey 
Mrs. Jean Hutchinson 
Mrs. Barbara McCurdy 
Mrs. Betty Fiedler 
Mrs. Betty Geller 
Mr. Joseph Hannen 
Mrs. Betty de Araujo 

Temple Ushers 
Functions: To provide for ushers at the Sunday after. 
noon public service of worship in Temple auditorium 
and the monthly Sunday evening meeting in Temple 
Foundation Hall. 
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Mr. Harvey Redson, Chairman 
Mr, Carl Hannen, Secretary. 193J3 Harrison St.. G1cnvic-w, Ill. 
Mr. E. W. Van Meer 
Mr. Paul Pettit 
Mr. Lloyd Robinson 
Mr . Joseph Hannen 
]dr, SohayI lIannen 

Temple Hospitality 
Functions: To act on behalf of the National Spiritual 
Assembly in the reception of distinguished visitors to 
the Baha'l House of Worship. 

Mrs. Doris Holley, Chairman 
Mrs. Dorothy Redson, Vice Chairman 
Mrs. Margarite Ullrich 
Mr. Clarence Ullrich 
Mr . .J. Harvey Re dson 
Mr. Glen E. Vasel 
Mrs. Gertrude Vasel 
Mr. Harry E. Walrath 
Mrs. Sarah S. Walrath 
Mr. Robert S. Hammond 
Mrs. Robert S. Hammond 

NATIONAL TEACHING 
American National Teaching Committee 
Functions: To stimulate nation-wide participation in the 
World Crusade; to foster teaching and study of the 
Faith by believers; to plan programs for the public 
proclamation of the Faith; to supervise and coordinate 
the work of the Area Teaching Committees; to assist 
in the attainment by the American Baha'i community 
of the specific goal of 300 Assemblies by 1963; to arrange 
for inter·area circuits; to arrange for settlement proj
ects on a wide scale; to collaborate with the Indian and 
Negro Committees. 

Mr. Charles Wolcott, Chairman 
Mrs. Jesma Herbert. Secretary. 725 S. Alvarado St., Los 

Angeles 57, Calif. 
Mrs. Beatrice Buckley 
Mr. Robert Buckley 
M.r. Elwyn Van Zandt 
Mrs. Gertrude Jacoby 
Mrs. Harriet Wolcott 

Area Teaching Committees 
Functions: To arrange for circuits within the area; to 
encourage settlement in goal cities within the area; to 
stimulate extension teaching by Assemblies; to hold 
conferences for the believers to keep abreast of the 
World Crusade and the progress of the area goals; to 
circulate a bulletin; to provide for enrollment of be· 
lievers outside of Assembly cities through Assemblies 
carrying on extension projects or through persons spe
cified by the Area Teaching Committees. 

New England States 
Maine, New Ha.mpshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecti
cut, Rhode Island 

Mrs. Ethelinda Merson, Chairman, Secretary, 160 Locust 
St .• Falmouth. Mass. 

Mr. Herbert Gould 
Dr. Samuel G. McClellan 
Mrs. Mildred Hyde 
Dr. Elizabeth K. Ober 
Mr. Donald Cruickshank 
Mr. Chas. S. Krug 

North Atlantic States 
New York, New .Jersey, Pennsylvania 

Mr. Alai Kalantar, Chairman 
Mr. Aaron Bowen, Secretary-Treasurer, 14-16 Cornell Ave., 

Yonkers, N. Y. 
Mr. Paul Pearsall 
Miss Ruth Blackburn 
Mrs. Beatrice Thigpen 
Mrs. Florence steinhauer 
Me. Frederick Sudhop 
Mrs. Vera Deats 

Central Atlantic States 
West Virginia., Virginia., Dist. of Columbia., Delaware, Mary. 
land. North Carolina 

Mr. Edgar Olson, Chairman 
Mrs. Harold M. Bowman, Secretary. 4508 Riverdale Rd., 

Riverdale, Maryland 
Mrs. Flora Brooks 
Mrs. Etta Woodlen 
Dr. Wm. Brooks 
Mrs. Marj orie Nixon 
Miss Louise Jackson 
Mr. Edw. G. Lippitt. Sr. 

South Atlantic States 
South Carolina, GeDrgia, Florida, Alabama., Tenaessee 

Mrs. Olive Alexander, Chairman 
Miss Ida Solomon, Secretary. 137 N. W. 11th Ave.. Miami. 

Fla. 
Mrs, Hazel Gleason 
Mrs. Dawn Belcher 
Dr. Mary Ketcham 
Mrs. A. Louise Taylor 
Mrs. Louise Ma tthlas 

Gulf States 
Mlssi.ssippl, Louisiana, Texas 

Miss Ethlyn Campbell, Chairman 
Miss D. Thelma Jackson, Secretary. 1728 Milam Bldg .• San 

Antonio 5. Texas 
Mrs. Mary Rublee 
Mr. Kenneth Brown 
Mr. Edward Gray 
Mrs. Allene Squires 

East Central States 
Michigan" OhIo, Indiana, Kentucky 

Mr. Frank Meese, Chairman 
Mrs. Laura Post, Secretary, 15721 Holmur St., Detroit 3S. 

Mich. 
Mrs. Mabel Long 
Mr. Lester Long 
Mrs. Helen Eggleston 
Mr. Wm. R. Lacey 
Mrs. Hazel Meese 

Central States 
nlinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Io.wa 

Mr. Charles Reimer. Chairman 
Mrs. Edna Voigt. Secretary. 1918 HiMount Blvd., Milwaukee 

8. Wis. 
Mrs. Vivian Fellows 
Mr. Herbert Suhm 
Mr. Lawrence Hautz 
Mrs. Di ana Cheeks 
Mrs. Dorothy Osthelder 
Miss Arden Thur 
Mrs. Lillian Erby 
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South Central States 
Oklahoma, Arkansas, Missouri. Kansas 

Mrs. Velma Sherrill, Chairman 
Mrs. Mildred Birkett, Secretary. 1215 San Jacinto Ct., St. 

Louis 10, Mo. 
Mrs. Margaret Rube 
Mr. Lloyd Sherrill 
Mrs. May Brown 
Dr. David Rube 
Mrs. Edith Love 

North Central States 
North Dakota, South Dakota. Nebraska 

Mr. Tyndall O. Morrill, Chairman 
Miss Margaret Detwiler, Secretary, 111 No. 5th St.. Fargo, 

N. D. 
Mrs. Esther B. Morrill 
Mrs. Vera Esinhart 
Mrs. Edna Atkins 

Rocky Mouutain States 
Colorado. New Mexico, Wyoming 

Mr. John W. Conkling, Chairman 
Mrs. Clair Schneider, Secretary, 3800 S. Galapago, Engle· 

wood, Colo. 
Mrs. Edna Andrews 
Mrs. Mary L. Ewing 
Mrs. Pauline Thorson 
Mrs. Gladys Roberts 
Mr. Douglas Suhm 

Southwestern States 
California., Nevada, Arizona, Utah 

Mr. Francis Johnson, Chairman 
Mrs. Loraine Johnson, Se-cretary. 1001 W. Solano Dr., 

Phoenix, Arizona 
Mr. John C. Eichenauer III 
Miss Edith Goranson 
Miss N ayan Hartfield 
Mrs. Joy Kortemeyer 
Mr. W. Patey 
Mr. Kenneth Meyers 

Northwestern States 
Oregon, Wasbington. Idaho~ l\o(oniana. 

Mr. Harold Neff, Chairman 
Mrs. Helen Wilks, Secretary, 12710 • 11th N. W., Seattle 7. 

Wash. 
Mrs. Ethelyn Lindstrom 
Mrs. Linda Choquette 
Mrs. Hazel Mori 
Mr. Geo. Washington 
Mr. Marvin Newport 

American Indian Service Committee 
Functions: To establish BahaJi communities among 
Indians; to stimulate a nation-wide effort to carry the 
message to the members of the Indian race; to develop 
favorable attitudes toward the Faith among Indian 
leaders; to provide for translation of the teachings in 
the Iudian languages specified by the Guardian. 

Mr. Francis Johnson, Chairman 
Mrs. Naney Phillips, Secretary, 736 Encanto Dr., S. E., 

Phoenix, Ariz. 
Mr. Reginald King 
Mr. Robert MeKusick 
Mrs. Martha Kink 
Mr. Eli W, Powlas 
Mrs. Charmion McKusick 
Mr. Wallace J. Heath 

Baha'i Inter-Racial Teaching 
Functions: To contact American Negro leaders; to en~ 
courage local Assemblies and groups to emphasize 
teaching among Negroes; to develop activities which 
will increase contact with Negro populations; to foster 
wider understanding of the teachings on the principle 
of the oneness of mankind. 

Miss Lydia Martin 
Mr. Philip Savilles 
Mr. Edwin Barham 
Mrs. Edwin Barham 
Mrs. Ludmila Van Sombeek 
Mrs. Betty Koyl 
Mr. Ellsworth Blackwell 
Mr. George Brawley 
Mr. Homer Dyer 
Mrs. Homer Dyer 

PROCLAMATION 
Baha'i Pres. Service 
Function: To plan and conduct press and radio publicity 
on national Baha'i activities and to assist local Assem
blies in the conduct of their press and radio programs; 
to survey and recommend methods for proclamation 
of the Faith. 

Mr. Alfred Reed, Chairman 
Mr. Richard Thomas, Secretary, 6543 N. Campbell Ave., 

Chicago 45, Ill. 
Mrs. Alice Simmons Cox 

Questionnaires 
Functions: To prepare and distribute material answer
ing basic questions about the Baha'i teachings, includ
ing questionnaire cards and other means of producing 
inquiries for Baha'i literature. 

Mr. Ward Calhoon, Chairman 
Mrs. Vera Nickel, Secretary, 10660 W. Fond du lac Rd., 

Milwaukee 9, Wis. 
Mr. Herbert Suhm 

Mrs. Emil Gross 
Mrs. Sylvia Calhoon 
Mr. Emil Gross 
Mrs. Helen Niss 
Mr. Hal Nickel 

Souvenir of 'Abdu'I·Bah" 
Function: To conduct the annual gathering commem
orating the Unity Feast on the Roy Wilhelm property in 
West Englewood, N. J., given by 'Abdu'l BaM on June 
29, 1912. 

Mrs. Amy Raubitschek. 1113 Bromley Ave., West Engle. 
wood, N, J. 

Miss Carol Kelsey 
Mrs, Marguerite Ellingham 
Mrs. Edith Inglis 
Mr. Paul Wright 
Mrs. Aimee Wright 
Mrs. Carrie Kinney 
Mr. Dona1d Kinney 
Mrs. Maud Gaudreaux 
Mrs. Mary T, Carter 
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National Reference Library 
Function: To assemble and organize necessary mate
rials for a future Baha'i Reference Library to be 10· 
cated in the Temple area. 

Mrs. Marion C. Lippitt. 1429 B. Jackson St .• Charleston, 
W. Va. 

Mrs. Dorothy V. Petersen 
Mrs. May Stebbins 
Mrs. Mariam Haney 
Miss Garnette Crawford 
Mrs. Gene Crist 
Mr. Lawrence Hautz 
Mrs. Juliet A. Cole 
Mrs, Kathleen Javid 
Mrs. Sarah M. Russell 

Public Library Committee 
Function: To encourage the placement and use of 
Baha'i literature in Public Libraries. 

Dr. Garreta Busey. Chairman 
:Miss Flora Rottes, Secretary, 406 W. Iowa St., Urbana, Ill. 

Service to the Blind 
Ftulction: To prepare and distribute Baha'i literature 
for the blind. 

Mes. Amidee Gibson, Chairman 
Mrs. Margaret H. Whitehouse, Secretary. a04 E. Chevy 

Chase Dr., Apt. Df Glendale 5, Calif. 
Mrs. Emely Schieman 
Mr. Ernest Schieman 
Mr. John F. Gibson 

CONSOLIDATION 
Child Education 
Functions: To prepare Baha'i material suitable for 
teaching children; to promote child education activities 
in local communities and to foster parent education 
from the Baha'i point of view. 

Mrs. Dale S. Cole, Chairman 
Mrs. Dorothy Fisher, Sec-retary, 7153 Bryan St., Phila-

delphla 19, Pa. 
Mrs. Amy Dwelly 
Miss Phyllis Hall 
Mrs. Stella Menifee 
Mrs. Martha Rafaat 
Mr. John Trauger 
Mr. David Bond 

National Youth 
Functions: To encourage teaching activities by Baha'i 

Youth; to assist in the development of local youth 
groups; to edit and publish a National Youth Bulletin; 
to conduct an annual Baha'i Youth Day; to arrange 
Youth Conferences; to make available to Area Commit
tees upon request tea ching aids and suggestions for 
attracting and deepening of Youth. 

Mr. John McHenry, Jr., Chairman 
Miss Karin Hogberg, Secretary, Box 1053, Stanford, Calif. 
Mrs. Carrole Allen 
Mr. Ben Bentley 
Miss Margot Boesch 
Mrs. Frances Jones 
Mr. Cba s. Cornell 
Mr. Michael Marney 
Miss Helena Somerhalder 
Miss Marsha Wolcott 
Miss Gail Allen 

SERVICE 
Baha'i News Editorial 
Function: To edit Bahd'i News for the National Spirit
ual Assembly, in accordance with the principles defined 
by the Guardian of the Faith. 

Mrs. Eunice Braun, 110 Linden Ave., Wilmette, Ill. 
Mr. David Ned Blackmer 
Miss Edna M. True 
Mrs. Beatrice Ashton 

Publishing 
Functions: To print and sell the literature approved and 
authorized by the National Spiritual Assembly. 

Mrs. Eunice Braun, Business Manager, 110 Linden Ave., 
Wilmette, m. 

Mr. David Ned Blackmer 

Sales 
Function: To sell photographs, ring stones and other 
materials authorized by the National Spiritual Assem
bly; to conduct the sale of this material and Bah,,'l 
literature in the Temple foundation. 

Mr. Harry E. Walrath, Chairman 
Mrs. Sarah S. Walrath, Secretary, 909 W, Foster, Chicago 

40, Ill. 
Mr. Marshall Tyler 
Mrs. Caroline Tyler 
Mr. M. D. Roacb 
Mrs. Agnes Mitchell 

Reviewing 
Function: To pass upon the accuracy of manuscripts 

concerning the Faith submitted by members of the 
Baha'i commWlity, and to make recommendations to 
the National Spiritual Assembly as to the current need 
for any particular article or book manuscript reviewed. 

Mrs. Eleanor Sweeney Hutchens, Chairman·Secretary, 307 
S. Prairie, Champaign, Ill. 

Mrs. Mabel Hyde Paine 
Mrs. Maye Harvey Gift 

Audio-Visual Eduoation 
Function: To prepare and distribute audio-visual mate
rial approved by the National Spiritual Assembly. 

MI'. ebas. Cornell 
Mr. Archie Tichenor, Secretary, 72 Delaware Ave., Dumont, 

N. J. 
Mr. Donald Kinney 
Mr. Burton Dezendor:f 
Mrs. Sara Harris 
Mr. Joseph Noyes 
Mr. Donald Stewart 
Mr. Paul Wright 
Mr. Victor Alexander 
Mr. Robert King 
MI'. Monsoor Rafaat 
Mr. Donald Harvey 

Legal 
Function: To provide legal aid and advice on matters 
referred to it by the National Spiritual Assembly. 

Mr. Horace Holley, 536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, Ill. 
Mr. Alan McCormick 
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Mr. Robert McLaughlin 
Mr. Paul Haney 
Mr. Samuel Kraus 

Pamphlet Survey (Special Committee) 
Functions: To review pamphlet manuscripts on hand 
and make recommendations as to need of new pamph
lets for public teaching. 

Mr, O. Z. Whitehead, Secretary, 26 E. 81st St., New York, 
N.Y. 

Mr. Keith deFolo 
Mra. Mildred Mottahedeb 

Advisory CDmmittee Dn Military Affairs 
Function: To keep the National Spiritual Assembly and 
the Baha'i community informed on Government regula. 
tions concerning military service. 

Mr. Paul Haney 
Mr. Rexford Parmelee 

Archives 
Function: To maintain the National Archives and or· 
ganize the contents thereof; to receive and preserve 
materials suitable for the National Archives. 

Mr. Carl Scheffler, Chairman 
Mrs. May Scheffler. Secretary, 112 Linden Ave., W'ilmette. 

Ill. 
Mr. Walter Deppe 
Mr. Rouhollah Zargarpur 

Convention Arrangements 

Functions: To make all necessary advance arrange
ments for the Convention Delegates and visitors; to 
coordinate the work of the sub-arrangements commit
tees and all other committees concerned, and to pro
vide adequate facilities for serving food, Bahati ex
hibits, etc., in consultation with the Temple Mainte
nance Committee. 

Mrs. Dorothy Redson, Chairman, 681 Garland AVe., Win-
netka, In. 

Mr. J. Harvey Redson 
Mr. Donald Stewart 
Mrs. Eleanor Stewart 
Mr. Wyatt Cooper 
Mrs. Dotha Cooper 
Mr. Earl Winston 

Annual and State Conventions 
State Convention Planning Committee 

Miss Charlotte Linfoot 
Mr. Horace Holley 
Mr. Charles Wolcott 

Annual Convention Planning Committee 
Miss Charlotte Linfoot 
Mr. Lawrence Hautz 
Mrs. Margery McCormick 

TRUSTEE COMMITfEES 
MAINTENANCE 

Green Acre Baha'i Institute 
FlUlctions: Supervision and Maintenance of the Green 
Acre property for the 1954-1955 Sea son. 

Mr. H. B. Kavelin, Properties Representative 
43-21 Morgan St., Little Neck, L. 1.. N. Y. 

Green Acre Properties 
Mr. H. B. Kavelin, Properties Representative 

Wilson Trustees 
Mrs. Helen LaVey, Properties Representative 

55 Blanchard Rd., Cambridge 38, Mass. 

Mathews Trustees 
Functions: To maintain and operate the School proper
ties and grounds under the general supervision of the 
Trustees. 

Mr. Fernando Grasselli, Chairman 
Mr. John Creitz, Secretary-Treasurer, 2507 W. Kiowa St., 

Colorado Spring, Colo. 
Mr. Clarence Schneider 
Miss Ophelia Crum 
Mrs. Loulie Matthews 
Miss Patience Kindness 
Mrs. Eliza beth Runyan 
Dr. Walter Peterson, :Ir. 
Mr. John Conkling 

BDSch Trustees 
Ftulctions: To maintain and operate the School proper· 
ties and grounds under the general supervision of the 
Trustees. 

Nr. Thoma s Lisota 
Mr. Alfred Zahl 
Mrs. Alia Dakserhof 
Mr. Michael Marney 
Mr. Roderick Haake 
Mr. Adolph Boesch 

Mr. Arthur Somerhalder 
Mr. Arthur loas. Jr. 
Mr. Harry G. Irwin 
Mrs. Clare Irwin 

Wilhelm Trustees 
Functions: To maintain and operate the School proper
ties and grounds under the general supervision of the 
Trustees. 

Mr. Curtis Kelsey, Chairman 
Mrs. Amy Raubitschek, Secretary, 1113 Bromley Ave., West 

Englewood, N . .1. 
Mrs. Clifford Ellingham 
Mr. Donald Kinney 
Mr. Robert Schmitz 
Mr. Allen Kelsey 

Eggleston Trustees 
Functions: To maintain and operate the School proper
ties and grounds under the general supervision of the 
Trustees. 

Mr. Clinton Wideman, Chairman 
Mrs. Rebecca Wjdeman, Secretary, 3196 S. State Rd., Davi-

son, Mich. 
Mr. Robert Markovich 
Mr. John Felitzky 
Mr. Milton Chapin 
Mr. Wm. H. Smith 
Mr. Leo Cochran 
Mr. Harold Johnson 
Mr. Wm. Parker 
Mr. Norman WHey, Jr. 
Mr. Lewis Eggleston, :Ir. 
Mr. Harry Mills 

Temple Maintenance and Grounds 
Functions; To represent the Trustees in planning and 
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directing the work of the permanent staff in the main
tenance of Temple buildings and grounds_ 

Mr. J, Harvey Redson, Cha irman 
Mr. Joseph Peter, Secretary. 4419 S. Trumbull Ave., Chi-

cago 32, Ill. 
Mr. Robert S. Hammond 
Mr. Donald Stewart 
Mr. L. W'ya tt Cooper 
Mr _ Hilbert E_ Dah! 
Mr. Lawrence Hautz 

Mr. Fred Riefschneider 
Mr. Wm. Henning 

Temple Landscape 
Functions: To plan and supervise the work of complet~ 
ing the landscaping of the House of Worship, under the 
general direction of the Temple Trustees. 

Mr. Clarence Ullrich, 219 Forest Ave., Oak Park, Ill. 
Mr. Robert McLaughlin 
Mr. Lawrence Hautz 
Mr. James Hammond 

ASSEMBLY SECRETARIES 
41abama 

Birmingham: Mrs. Vema A, Inglis. 1318 11th Ave .• So. 
Alaska 

Anchorage: Miss Betty Becker. Box 45 
Anchorage Recording Djst.: Mrs. Jackie G. Houde, P,O, 

Box 1295, Spenard 
Arizona. 

No. Phoenix: Mrs. Loraine Johnson, 1001 W. Solano Dr" 
Phoenix 

Phoenix: Mrs. Mabel W. Dunham, 1106 E. Oak St. 
Townshlp 14. Tucson: Mrs. Martha E. Shurrtan, 5347 E. 20th 

St., Tucson 
Tucson: Mrs. Ruth E. Lamb, 1219 Alta Vjsta St. 
Yuma: Mrs. Dorothy Sherman, #1 Padre Garces Homes 

Arkansas 
Little Rock: Mrs. Mary E. Conatser. 3101 Madison St. 

CaUlonlla (North) 
Berkeley: Mr, Jerome Sandusky, 2411 Grant St. 
Cloverdale Twp,: Mrs. Johanna Vanoni, Rt. 1, Box 243 C, 

Geyserville 
Fresno: Mrs. Delia Brandin, 535 yosemite Ave., Z. 4 
Millbrae: Mrs. Viviana Listoa, 81 Camino Alto 
Oakland: Mr. Paul S. Jones. 86 Glen Ave" Z 11 
Palo Alto: Mrs, Joyce Dahl. P.O. Box 238 
Sacramento: Mrs. Mozelle Bourget, 3996 McKinley Blvd. 
San Francisco: Mrs, Florence C. Haake, 461-14th Ave., Z 18 
San Mateo: Mr. Lee Lopez, 1318 Mt. Diablo Ave, 
Sausalito Twp.: Mrs, Lois Stockton, Rt. I, Box 179 A, Mill 

Valley 
CaUlorni& (South) 

Alhambra: Mrs. Mayme Glass. 505 N. Electric Ave, 
Alhambra Jud. Dist.: Mrs. Dorothy Hayes, 61MB N, Temple 

City Blvd .• Arcadia 
Beverly Hills: Mrs. Lili Maria Hermann, P.O. Box 794 
Burbank: Mrs. Lou Vena Wells, 250 N, Orchard Dr. 
Chula Vista: Mrs. Zelma J. Krug, 166-3rd Ave" Apt. 1 
EI Monte Jud. Dist,: Mrs. Dorothy Heller. 10037 Olive St,. 

Temple City 
Glendale: Mrs. Garnette Whitefield. 1017 Boynton St .• Z 5 
Inge1wood: Mrs. Delores Vaden, 333 N.W. Magnolia Ave. 
Inglewood Jud. Dist.: Mrs. Alethe H. Hogberg, 5540 Mar-

burn Ave., Los Angeles 43 
Long Beach: Mrs. Mattie Russel Allen. 2805 E, 7th St., Z 4 
Los Angeles: Mrs. Gertrude M. Jacoby, 5725 Katherine 

Ave., Van Nuys 
MOIU'ovia: Mrs, Bessie C. Duckett, 149 Norumbega Dr. 
National City: Mrs. Vale R. Carlson, 516 "e" Ave. 
Pasadena: Mrs. Katrina Valentine, 943 N, E1 Molino Ave, 
Pasadena Jud. Dist.: Mrs, Beatrice Buckley. 755 E. Poppy-

fields Dr., Altadena 
San Bernardino: MrS. Ailene V. Fletcher, 772 Campus Way 
San Diego: Mrs. Arna Meade, 4143 Sunset Rd. 
Santa Barbara: Mrs, Angela Connaughton. 1636 Anacapa St. 
Santa Monica: Mrs. Josephine Gardiner, 1054 A Third st. 
South Bay Jud. Dist.: Mrs. Ardis C. Bergeron, 4229 W. l67th 

St .• Lawndale 
South Gate: Miss Mary Ellen Reese, 2575 Indiana Ave. 
West Hollywood: Mr. Robt, H. King, 1282* N. Sweetzer 

Ave,. Hollywood 46 

Whittier Jud. Dist,: Mrs. Grace E. Jensen, 10457 S. Gunn 
Rd" Whittier 

Colorado 
Colorado Springs: Mrs. Gladys Roberts, 915 N. Hancock 

Ave. 
Denver: To be reported. 
Jefferson COlUlty: Mrs. Elizabeth Clark. Rt. I, Evergreen 

Connecticut 
Greenwich: Mrs. Muriel Michels, S Richmond Dr., Old 

Greenwich 
New Haven: Miss Clara Monson, 831 Elm St. 

Delaware 
Wilmington: Mrs. Mabel Johnson. 1114 West st" Z 1 

Dist. of Columbia 
Washington: Miss Bernice Bernardo. % Baha'i Center, 1611 

Connecticut Ave., N. W., Z 9 
Florida 

Miami: Miss Ida Solomon, 137 N.W, 11th Ave. 
Orange County: Mr. Fred F. Minnich, 1100 Santa Anita Rd., 

Orlando 
Georgia. 

Atlanta: Miss Doris Ebbert, 1247 Sells Ave., S.W. 
Ha.wati 

Honolulu: Miss Henriette From, 2336 Beckwith St. 
Malli: Mrs. Mabel J. Van Valkenburg, Kihei, Maui 

Idaho 
Ada Country: Mrs. Mildred R. Cossey, P.O. Box 994. Boise 
Bojse: Miss Elizabeth Adelmann, P.O. Box 585 

Dlinois (North) 
Addison Twp.: Mrs. Mildred Smith, Milton & West, Elm-

hurst 23 
Batavia: Mrs. Lorana G. Kerloot, 133 N. Mallory Ave. 
Chicago: Mrs. Myrtle Wendler, 4038 N. Ashland Ave., Z 13 
Elmhurst: Miss Phylli-s Rachau, 458 Fairview Ave. 
Evanston: Mr, L, Wyatt Cooper, 1580 Dewey Ave. 
Maywood.: Mr. George W. Amerson, 901 S. 7th Ave. 
Oak Park: Mrs. Ruth LaRocque, 708 Gunderson Ave. 
Waukegan: Mrs. Harriet Terry, 1522 Melrose Ave. 
Wilmette: Mrs. Eleanor Stewart, 121 Linden Ave. 
Winnetka: Mrs. Dorothy F. Redson. 681 Garland Ave. 

Illinois (South) 
Champaign: Mr, Edgar G. Harris, 202 Ells Ave. 
Danville: Mrs. Shirley Cantrell, 720 E. Madison 
Peoria: Mrs. Emilie Zeigler, 1012 N. Glen Oak Ave. 
Quincy: Mrs. Eunice Hanawalt, 524 Spring St. 
Springfield: Mrs, Gretchen Schultz., 2168 S, Renfro 
Urbana: Mrs. Mabel Paine, 606 W, Pennsylvania Ave, 

Indiana. 
Fort Wayne: Mrs. Elma Wilson, 2722 N. Anthony Blvd. 
Indianapolis: Miss Leah A. Spence, 1215 Continental Hotel 
South Bend: Mrs. Jane Rowe, 1220 Corby Blvd, 

Iowa 
Cedar Rapids: Miss Edna Mackinson, 94-2nd Ave., S.W. 
Waterloo: Mr. Aaron L. Roff. 917 Hartman St. 

Kansas 
Topeka: Mrs. Bertha Campbell, 403 HWlloon 

Kentucky 
Louisville: Mrs, Meta L. Dahl, 3716 Illinois Ave. 
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Louisiana 
New Orleans: Mrs. Margaret O. Maurer, 1623 Gen. Taylor, 

Z. 15 
Maine 

Eliot: Mrs. Emily T. Pearsall, Beech Road 
Portland: Mrs. Thewa Rivers, 276 Woodfords St. 

Maryland 
Baltimore: Miss Alma S. Heise, 3120 st. Paul St., Apt. IHI 

G, Z. 18 
Prince George's County: Mrs. Flora Brooks. 5023 26th Ave., 

S.E., Washington 21, D.C. 
Massacbusetls 

Beverly: Mr. Richard S. Gladding. 90 McKay st. 
Boston: Mrs. Marian Repper, BahA'i Center, 687 Boylston 

St. 
Cambridge: :Mrs. Louise K. Sayward, 50 Follen St. 
Springfteld: Mrs. Elsa R. Bates. 99 Princeton St., Z 9 
Worcester: Mrs. Sally Pierce, 8 Kimball St. 

MichlgaD 
Ann Arbor: Mrs. Lillian B. Keller, 1309 Prescott Ave. 
Bailie Creek: Mrs. Melba D. Nunnally. 179 Oneita St. 
Dearborn: Mrs. Mabel R. Vicary. 3836 Campbell Ave. 
Detroit: Mrs. Mabel P. Long, 8039 Beaverland Ave .• Z. 39 
Flint: Mrs. Evelyn Bradt, 1541 Stone St. 
Grand Rapids: Mrs. Viola T. Thomson. 414 Clancy Ave., 

N.E.Z3 
Muskegon: Mrs. Emma M. Allen. 1433 Nolen St. 
Royal Oak Twp.: Miss DeMaris Lavetta Morris, 21341 Park. 

side, Ferndale.20 
Royal Oak: Mrs. Shirley A. Baldwin, 907 E. Third St. 

Mtnnesot& 
Duluth: Mr. Robert Cameron. 2915 Kruger Road 
MinneapoJis: Miss Sina O. Olsen, 123 S. 11th St .• Apt. H 
St. Paul: Mrs. Gladys Livermore, 632 Earl St. 

MIssIssippi 
Jackson: Mrs. Stevie Flinn, 724 Wingfield. 

Missourl 
Independence: Ml's. Fl'8n Williams, 1317 S. Crane 
Kansas City: Mrs. Madelon Becktel, 4222 Olive St. 
St. Louis: Mrs. Mildred Birkett. 1215 San Jacinto Ct., Z 10 

Mon&ana 
Butte: Mr. George D. Miller, 604 W. Park 
Great Falls: Mrs. Vera W. Foutch, 2004 ~ 5th Ave., So. 
Helena: Mrs, Gladys E. Endress, 440 W. Main St. 

Nebraska 
Omaha: Mrs. Wendell R. Lane, 1112 N. 17th St. 

Neveda 
Reno: Mrs. Ethel McAllaster, 762 W. 6th 

New Hampshire-
Portsmouth: Mrs. Nella Gustafson, 77 Circuit Rd. 

New Jersey 
Dumont: Mrs. Emily Kalantar, 314 Washington Ave. 
East Orange: Mrs. Amle B. Wright, 105 Leslie St. 
Englewood: Mr. Nathaniel J. Douglas, 42 E. Forest Ave. 
Jersey City: Miss June E. Davenport, P.O, Box 495, Journal 

Sq. Ata. 
Montclair: Mu, Catherine M. Healy, 45 N. Fullerton Ave. 
Newark~ Mrs. Katri~na K. Mathewson, 71 Milford Ave. 
Ridgewood: Mrs. Eliza beth Schmidt. 80 Oak St. 
Teaneck: Mrs. Amy G. Raubitschek. 1113 Bromley Ave., 

West Englewood 
New M~lco 

Albuquerque: Mrs. Mary L. Ewing, 1830' Arizona N.E. 
Bernalillo County: Mrs. Rosemarie Smith, R.R. 1, Box 1760, 

Albuquerque 
New York (East) 

Mount Vernon: Miss Mary Campbell. 10 N. Fulton Ave. 
New York: Mr. Petel' Gravina, 423 E. 71st St. 
Yonkers: Mrs Lillian Rogers, 64 Locust Hill Ave., Z 2 

New York (West) 
Binghamton: Mrs. Betsy J. Richard, 42 Lincoln Ave. 
Buffalo: Mrs. Elizabeth M. Patterson, 333 Ontario St. 
Hamburg Twp.: Miss Kathryn M. Potter, 294 Clark St., 

RF.D. I 

Jamestown: Mrs. Ida L. Pickett, 110;.2 Cheney St. 
Rochester: Miss Elizabeth Brooks, 158 Merriman St. 
Seneca Twp.: Mrs. Marguerite Firooz!, Canandaigua Rd., 

Geneva 
Syracuse: Mr. Albert D. Heist, Jr., 221 Bennington Dr. 
Waterloo: Mr. John E. Flood, Box 314 

North Carolina 
None 

North Da.kota 
Fargo: Mrs. Adeline Willson, 318 ~ 19th St., No. 

Ohio 
Cincinnati: Mrs. Lorene Dustan. 2533 Homestead Pl .• Z 11 
Cleveland; To be reported. 
Columbus: Mrs. Margarete Acebo, 777 Franklin Ave., Z 5 
Dayton: Mrs. Marion lmig. 1517 Princeton Dr., Z 6 
Lima: Mrs. Mae Vaughn, 509 N. Collett St. 

Oklahoma 
Oklahoma City: Mrs. Alice C. Entzminger, 51llh: N.W. 13th 

St. 
Oregon 

Portland: Mrs. Dorothy C. Henderson, 4835 E. Burnside. 
Apt. 9, Z 15 

Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia: Miss Sophia A. Reiger, 3301 Powelton Ave., 

Z4 
Pittsbw-gh: Mrs. Victoria Richards. 665 College Ave., Z 32 
Scranton; Mrs. Helen Beck, 429 Quincy Ave. 
West Chester: Mrs. Edna Masciarelli, 114 W. Chestnut St. 

Puerto Rico 
(Area not defined): Miss Margot Miessler, Munoz Rivera 

998, Ria piedras 
Rhode Island 

Providence: Mrs. Edith Carpenter, 113 Congress Ave. 
Sou1h CaroUna 

None 
South Dakota 

Sioux Falls; Mrs. Nida Kern. 537 N. French 
Tennessee 

Memphis: Miss Johanna Zimmermann, Box 5913 
Nashville; Miss Nellie J. Roche, 2325 Elliston PI., Z 5 

Te><as 
Dallas; Mrs. Allene Squires, 5527 Druid Lane 
Houston: Mr. Walter D. Powell, Sr., 3616 Bastrop St. 
San Antonio: Mrs. Patricia Sheppard, 515 Fresno st. 

Utab 
Salt Lake City: Mrs. Ethel C. Ayer, 1361 E. 17th South St. 

Vermont 
None 

Virglnla 
Alexandria: Mrs. Marjorie Nixon. 316 S. Fairfax St. 
Arlington: Mrs. Lucille M. Bridget, 1622 N. McKinley Rd. 

Washingioll 
Kirkland: Mrs. Margaruet V. Bailey, 204: 19th Ave. 
Richmond Highlands: Mrs. EImerene Neff, 18016 Linden 

Ave., Seattle 33 
Seattle: Mrs. Doris Dahl, 9643 60th Ave .• S. Z 8 
Spokane: Mrs. Rose M. Bates, W. 3107 Euclid Ave .• Z 12 
Tacoma: Mrs. Elizabeth Johnson, 414 S. Tacoma Ave., Z 2 

West Virginia 
Charleston: Mrs. Marian C. Lippitt, 1429 B Jackson St. 

Wisconsm 
Brookfield Twp.: Mrs. Lillian Erby, Rt. 4, Box 443, Wau· 

kesha 
Green Bay: Miss Florence Delany, 1015 Cherry St. 
Kenosha: Mr. Louis J. Voelz, 6ICt8 Sheridan Rd. 
Madison: Miss Helen Svendsen, 001 Woodward Grove 
Milwaukee: Mr. Elmer Schwandes, 3256 S. 22nd St. 
Racine: Mrs. Anna Nelsen, 4607 Victory Ave. 
Shorewood: Mrs. Beula Brown, 3514 N. Murray Ave. 
Waukesha: Mrs. Elizabeth J. Burgess. 217 Wisconsin Ave. 
Wauwatosa: Mrs, Maud Reimholz, 2552 N. 63rd St. 
Whitefish Bay: Miss Pearl L. Pohl,. 5400 N. Lake Dr. 

Wyoming 
Laramie: Mrs. SoIveig V. Corbit, P.O. Box 112 
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American Baha'is in the Time 
of World Peril 

A 'World Crusade Message from the Guardian 

Dear and valued co-workers: 

The American Baha'j Community, in this, the open
ing year of the second phase of the World Spiritual 
Crusade upon which it has embarked, finds itself stand
ing on the threshold of the seventh deca~e of its exist
ence. It leaves behind it, as it enters the second decade 
of the second Baha'i century. sixty years crowded with 
events and marked by exploits, so stirring and mo
mentous that they stand unsurpassed in the annals of 
any other National Baha'i community with the sole ex
ception of its venerable sister community in Baha'u'l
lah's native land, 

Chief Executor of Divine Plan 

The first to respond to the call of the New Day in 
the Western world; for many years, in concert with the 
small band of Canadian believers residing in its imme
diate neighborhood, the sale champion of the newly 
proclaimed Covenant of Baha'u'Uah; foremost in its 
decisive contribution to the creation of the pattern, the 
erection of the fabric, the enlargement of the limits, 
and the consolidation of the institutions of the embry
onic WorJd Order, the child of that same Covenant and 
the harbinger of a still unborn world civilization: 
singled out by the Pen of the Center of that same 
Covenant for a unique and imperishable bounty as the 
principal custodian and chief executor of 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
Divine Plan; doubly honored in the course of His ex
tensive visit to the shores of its homeland through the 
distinction conferred by Him on the community's two 
leading centers, the one as the site where He laid the 
corner-stone of the holiest House of Worship in the 
Baha'i world, and the other the scene of the proc1ama
tion of His Father's Covenant; the triumphant prose
cutor of two successive historic Plans, boldly initiated 
by its elected representatives for the propagation of 
the Faith it has espoused in the land of its birth, in the 
Dominion of Canada, in Central and South America and 
in the continent of Europe and for the erection of its 
own House of Worship, the Mother Temple of the West; 
outstanding in its role as the defender of the Faith, as 
the supporter of its down-trodden, long-persecuted 
sister communities in both the Asiatic and African cOn
tinents, and as the formulator of the national Baha'i 
constitution, embodying the by-laws regulating the 
internal affairs of the members of the Baha'i communi
ties; incomparable throughout the Baha'I world as the 

dynamic agent responsible for the opening of the vast 
majority of the over two hundred sovereign States and 
chief Dependencies of the globe to the Faith of Bahil,

'u'Uah; surpassing even its over a hundred-year old 
sister community in the cradle of that Faith in the 
number and variety of isolated centers, groups and 
local Assemblies it has succeeded in establishing over 
the face of the Union stretching from the Atlantic sea
boards and from Alaska to Mexico; noteworthy in the 
rapid accumulation and wise expenditure of material 
resources, often involving a self-abnegation reminiscent 
of the self-~acrifice of the Dawn-Breakers of the Apos
tolic Age of the Faith, for the sole purpose of systemati
cally propagating the Faith it has pledged itself to 
serve, of enhancing its prestige, of multiplying and 
perfecting its administrative agencies, of enriching its 
literature, of erecting its edifices, of launching its 
manifold enterprises, of succoring the needy among 
the members of its sister communities, of warding off 
the dangers confronting it from time to time through 
the malice of its enemies - the American Baha'i com
munity, boasting of such a record of exalted service, 
can well afford to contemplate the immediate future, 
with its severe challenge, its complex problems~ its 
hazards, tests and trials, with equanimity and confi. 
dence. 

For there can be no doubt that the entire community, 
limited as is its numerical strength and circumscribed 
as are its meager resources, in comparison with the 
vastness of the field stretching before it, the prodigious 
efforts demanded of it, and the complexity of the prob
lems it must resolve, stands at a most critical juncture 
in its history. 

America Passing Through Crisis 

Moreover, the country of which it forms a part, is 
passing through a crisis which, in its spiritual, moral, 
social and political aspects, is of extreme seriousness 
- a seriousness which to a superficial observer is liable 
to be dangerously under-estimated. 

The steady and alarming deterioration in the stand
ard of morality is exemplified by the appalling increase 
of crime, by political corruption in ever-widening and 
ever higher circles, by the loosening of the sacred ties 
of marriage, by the inordinate craving for pleasure 
and diversion, and by the marked and progressive 



slackening of parental control, is no doubt the most 

arresting and distressing aspect of the decline that has 

set in, and can be clearly perceived, in the fortunes of 
the entire nation. 

Parallel with this, and pervading all departments of 
hfe, ~ an evil which the nation, and indeed all those 

within the capitalist system, though to' a lesser degree, 
share with that State and its satellites regarded as the 
sworn enemies of that system - is the crass material
ism, which lays exce~sive and ever-increasing empha

sis on materia) well-being, forgetful of those things of 

the spirit on which alone a sure and stable foundation 
can be laid for human society. It is this same cancer

ous materialism, born originally in Europe, carried to 

excess in the-North American continent, contaminating 
the Asiatic peoples and nations, spreading its ominous 
tentacles to the borders of Africa, and now invading its 
very heart, which Baha'u'Uah in unequivocal and em
phatic language denolU1ced in His Writings, comparing 
it to a devouring flame and regarding it as the chief 
factor in precipitating the dire ordeals and world~ 

shaking crises that must necessarily involve the burn

ing of cities and the spread of terror and consternation 
in the hearts of men. Indeed a foretaste of the devasta
tion which this consuming fire will wreak upon the 

world? and with which it will lay waste the cities of the 
nations participating in this tragic world.-engulfing 
contest, has been afforded by the last World War, 
marking the second stage in the global havoc which 
humanity. forgetful of its God and heedless of the clear 
warnings uttered by His apPOinted Messenger for this 

day. must, alas, inevitably experience, It is this same 
all-pervasive, pernicious materialism against which 
the voice of the Center of Bahil'u'llah's Covenant was 

raised, with pathetic persistehce, from platform and 
pulpit, in His addresses to the heedless multitudes, 

which, on the morrow of His fateful visit to both Europe 
and America, found themselves suddenly swept into 

the vortex of a tempest which in its range and severity 
was unsurpassed in the world's history. 

Collateral with this ominous laxity in morals, and 

this progressive stress laid On man's material pursuits 
and well~being, is the darkening of the political horizon, 

as witnessed by the widening of the gulf separating the 

protagonists of two antagonistic schools of thought 

which, however divergent in their ideologies, are to be 

commonly condemned by the upholders of the standard 
of the Faith of Bahil'u'llah for their materialistic philos

ophies and their neglect of those spiritual values and 
eternal verities on which alone a stable flourishing civ
ilization can be ultimately established, The multiplica~ 
tion, the diversity and the increasing destructive power 

of armaments to which both sides, in this world contest, 
caught in a whirlpool of fear, suspicion and hatred, are 

rapidly contributing; the outbreak of two successive 

bloody conflicts, entangling still f~rther the American 

nation in the affairs of a distracted world, entailing a 
considerable loss in blood and treasure, swelling the 
national budget and progressively depreciating the 
currency of the State; the confusion, the vacillation, the 
suspicions besetting the European and Asiatic nations 
in their attitude to the American nation; the over
whelming accretion of strength to the arch enemy of 
the system championed by the American Union in 

consequence of the re-alignment of the Powers in the 
Asiatic continent and particularly in the Far East

these have, moreover, contributed their share, in recent 
years, to the deterioration of a situation which, if not 

remedied, is bound to involve the American nation in 
a catastrophe of undreamed-of dimensions and of un

told consequences to the social structure, the standard 
and conception 04 the American people and govern~ 

.ment. 

No less serious is the stress and strain imposed on 
the fabric of American society through the fundamental 

and persistent neglect, by the governed and governors 
alike, of the supreme, the inescapable and urgent duty 
- so repeatedly and graphically represented and 

stressed by 'Abdu'l-Baha in His arraignment of the 
basic weaknesses in the social fabric of the nation
of remedying, whi1e there is yet time, through a revo
lu tion a ry ch ange in the concept and. attitude of the 
average white American toward his Negro fellow~ 

citizen, a situation which, if allowed to driit, will, in 
the words of 'Abdu'I~Baha, cause the streets of Ameri

can cities to run with blood, aggravating thereby the 
havoc which the fearful weapons of destruction, raining 
from the air, and amassed by a ruthless, a vigilant, a 
powerful and inveterate enemy, will wreak upon those 

same cities. 

The American nation, of which the community of the 
Most Great Name forms as yet a negligible and in~ 

finitesimal part, stands, indeed, from whichever angle 
one observes its immediate fortunes, in grave peril. 
The woes and tribulations which threaten it are partly 
avoidable, but mostly inevitable and God~sent, for by 

reason of them a government and people clinging tena
ciously to the obsolescent doctrine of absolute sov

ereignty and upholding a pOlitical system, manifestly 
at variance with the needs of a world already con

tracted into a neighborhood and crying o~t for unity, 
will find itself purged of its anachronistic conceptions, 
and prepared to playa preponderating role, as foretold 

by 'Abdu'l-Baha, in the hoisting of the Standard of the 
Lesser Peace, in the unification of mankind, and in the 

establishment of a world federal government on this 
planet. These same fiery tribulations will not only 
firmly weld the American nation to its sister nations 



in both hemispheres, but will through their cleansing 

effect, purge it thoroughly of the accumulated dross 

which ingrained racial prejudice, rampant material
ism, widespread ungodliness and moral laxity have 
combined, in the course of successive generations, to 
produce, and which have prevented her thus far from 

assuming the role of world spiritual leadership fore· 
cast by LAbdu'l-Baha's unerring pen - a role which she 

is bound to fulfill through travail and sorrow. 

American Baha'Is Sland at Cross-Roads 

The American Baha'i community, the leaven destined 

to leaven the whole, cannot hope, at this critic,al junc

ture in the fortunes of a struggling, perilously situated, 
spirituaJly moribund nation, to either escape the trials 
with which the nation is confronted, nor claim to be 

wholly immune from the evils that stain its character. 

At so critical a period, at so chaUenging an hour, the 
members of the Baha'i community. invested by 'Abdu'l

Baha with a primacy which can, through neglect and 
apathy, be allowed to lose its vital powe:r:, and driving 

force, are immersed in a task, and are faced with re
sponsibilities, which a World Spiritual Crusade, the 

third and greatest collective enterprise embarked upon 
in American Baha'i history, has thrust upon them be

fore the eyes of their admiring and expectant sister 
communities throughout the world. They now stand at 
the cross-roads, unable to relax for a moment, or hesi
tate as to which road they should tread, or to allow any 
decline in the high sta_ndard they have, for no less than
six decades, undeviatingly upheld. Nay, if this primacy 

is to be safe-guarded and enhanced. a consecration, not 
only on the part of a chosen few, to every single objec· 
bve of the Ten-Year Plan to which they are now 

. pledged, and a pouring out of substance, not only by 
those of limited means, but by the richest and wealthi

est, in a degree involving the truest sacrifice, for the 
purpose of insuring the attainment of the aims and 

purposes of the Plan in its present phase of develop
ment, are imperative and can brook no delay. 

The mighty and laudable effort exerted, by a consid

erable number of pioneers, in the course of the opening 
phase of this world-encircling Crusade, in the virgin 

territories of the globe, must, if this primacy is to re

main unimpaired, be increased, doubled, nay trebled, 

and must manifest itself not only in foreign fields where 

the prizes so laboriously won during the last twelve 
months, must, at whatever sacrifice, be meticulously 

preserved, but throughout the entire length and breadth 
of the American Union, and particularly in the goa1 
dties, where hitherto the work has stagnated, and 
which must, in the year now entered, become the scene 
of the finest exploits which the homefront has yet seen. 

A veritable exodus from the large cities where a con-

siderable number of believers have, over a period of 
years, congregated, both on the Atlantic and Pacific 

Coasts, as well as in the heart of the country, and 
where, owing to the tempo and the distractions of city 
life, the progress of the Faith has been retarded, must 
signaHze the inauguration of this most intensive and 
challenging phase of the Crusade on the homefront. 
Most certainly and emphatically must the lead be 
given by the two focal centers of Baha'i activity which 

rank amon~ the oldest of and occupy the most honored 
position among, the cities throughout the American 
Union, the one as the mother city of the North Ameri

can continent, the other named by 'Abdu'l-Baha the 
City of the Covenant. Indeed, so grave are the exigen. 

cies of the present hour. and so critical the political 
position of the country. that were a bare fifteen adult 
Baha'IS to be left in each of these cities, over which 
unsuspected dangers are hanging, it would still be 
regarded as adequate for the maintenance of their 
local Spiritual Assembhes. 

World Crusade Tasks 

While this vital process of multipliCation of Baha'i 
isolated centers, gro!Jps and local Assemblies is being 
accelerated, through a rapid and Wlprecedented dispel'. 
sion of believers, and as the result of the initiation of 
vigorous teaching activities, through individuals as 
wen as administrative agencies, the incorporation of 

ful1f1edged local Assemblies - a process which has 
been noticeably slackening in recent years - must be 
given immediate attention by the community's elected 
national representatives, reinforcing, thereby, the 
foundations of local Baha'i communities, and paving 
the way for the establishment, in a not too distant fu
ture, of local Baha'i endowments . 

The inauguration of the first Dependency of the 
Ma~briqu'l-A\llikar, the first link to be forged destined 
to bind the Community of the Most Gre;at Name to the 
general public, expectant to witness the first evidences 
of direct Baha'i service to humanity as a complement 
to Baha'I worship, is yet another task which must be 
conscientiously tackled and fulfilled in the course of 
the second phase of this Ten-Year P1an. The consum~ 

mation of this project must synchronize with the term
ination of the landscaping of the area surrounding the 

Temple - a double achievement that will mark yet 
another stage in the materialization of IAbdu'I-Baha's 

often expressed and cherished hopes for this holiest 
House of Worship in the Baha'i world. 

Yet another task, of extreme urgency and of great 
spiritual significance, is the selection and purchase of 
the site of the future Ma::illriqu'l-Adhkar in Sweden, as 
well as the appropriation of sufficient funds during the 

coming two years, for the establishment, on howeve:r: 



modest a scale, of a national I;:Ia?-iratu'l-Quds in 
Anchorage, Alaska, in Panama City and in the capital 

of P~ru, in Suva, in Tokyo and in Johannesburg, and 
the lending of financial assistance to the Italo-Swiss 
National Assembly, the proud daughter of the Amer
ican Baha'i Community, for the erection of a similar 
national center in the Italian and Swiss capitals. 

Of no less importance, though involving a smaller 
outlay of funds, is the establishment of token endow
ments in the afore-mentioned cities, in anticipation of 
the formation of an independent National Spiritual 
Assembly in each of them, at a later stage in the 
execution of this stupendous Plan. 

The translation and publication of Baha'j literature 
~ the European and American Indian languages, 
allocated to your Assembly and its European Teaching 
Committee under the provisions of the Ten-Year Plan, 
is yet another objective of this second phase of this 
World Crusade, a task that must be resolutely pursued 
and speedily consummated in order to facilitate the 
intensive teaching activity Which, at a later stage, 
must be conducted for the purpose of converting a cOn
siderable number of the minority races in both Europe 
and America to the Faith of Baha'u'llilh. 

The aU-important teaching enterprises in France and 
Finland, designed to broaden the basis of the infant 
Administrative Order in both countries, and extend the 
ramifications of the Faith to their chief towns and 
cities, is yet another responsibility which should be 
promptly discharged, as an indispensable preliminary 
to the establishment in each of these two countries of 
an independent National Assembly. 

Finally, the establishment of a Baha'j Publishing 
Trust, similar in its essentials to the institution already 
functioning in the' British Isles, and which must serve 
as a model for other National Assemblies in both the 
East and the West, is a matter to which prompt and 
earnest attention must be directed in the course of the 
second phase of the Plan, and which will require full 
and speedy consultation with the national elected repre~ 
sentatives of the British Baha'i community. 

A systematic campaign designed to proclaim the 
Faith to the masses through the press and radio must 
moreover be launched and maintained with vigilance, 
persiS tance and vigor. 

The American Baha'i Community - the champion 
builders of an Order which posterity will hail as the 
harbinger of a civilization to be regarded as the fairest 
fruit of the Revelation proclaimed by Baha'u'llah; the 
principal Trustee of a Plan which future generations 
will acclaim as one of the two greatest legacies left by 
the Center of His Covenant; marching in the van of a 
Crusade which history will recognize as the most mo-

mentous spititual enterprise launched in modern 
times; beset by the same anxieties 'and perils by which 
the nation of which it forms a part finds itself, to an 
unprecendented degree, afflicted and surrounded
such a community is, at this hour, experiencing the 
impact of a challenge unique in its sixty years of 
existence. 

Challenge to Each Individual Baha'i 
In its meteoric career its fo~tunes have risen so 

swiftly; its exp!oits have so greatly multiplied, its 
spirit in times of emergency has swelled and risen so 
high, it has earned on such occasions the applause and 
excited the admiration, of its sister communities 
throughout both hemispheres to such a degree, that it 
cannot, at this critical hour in its destinies, suffer this 
golden opportunity to slip from its grasp, or this price
less privilige to be irretrievably forfeited. 

This challenge, so severe and insistent, and yet so 
glorious, faces no doubt primarily the individual be
liever on whom, in the last resort, depends the fate of 
the entire community, He it is who constitutes the 
warp and woof on which the quality and pattern of the 
whole fabric must depend. He it is who acts as one of 
the countless links in the mighty chain that now girdles 
the globe. He it is who serves as One of the multitude 
of bricks which support the structure and insure the 
stability of the administrative edifice now being raised 
in every part of the world. Without his support, at 
once whole-hearted, continuous and generous, every 
measure adopted, and every p1an formulated, by the 
Body which acts as the national representative of the 
community to which he belongs, is fore-d.oomed to 
failure. The World Center of the Faith itself is para
lyzed if such a support on the part of the rank and file 
of the community is denied it. The Author of the Divine 
Plan Himself is impeded in His Purpose if the proper 
instruments for the execution of His design are lacking. 
The sustaining strength of Baha'u'lltih Himself, the 
Founder of the Faith, will be withheld from every and 
each individual who fai1s in the long run to arise and 
play his part. 

The administrative agencies of a divinely conceived 
Administrative Order at long last erected and rela
tively perfected stand in dire need of the individual 
believer to come forward and utilize them with un
deviating purpose, serene confidence and .exemplary 
dedication. The heart of the Guardian cannot but leap 
with joy, and his mind derive fresh inspiration, at 
every evidence testifying to the response of the in
dividual to his allotted task. The unseen le~ions, stand
ing rank upon rank, and eager to pour forth from the 
Kingdom on high the full meaSure of their celestial 
strength On the individual participants of this incom-



parably glorious Crusade, are powerless unless and 
until each potential crusader decides for himself, and 
perseveres in his determination, to rush into the arena 
of service ready to sacrHice his aU for the Cause he is 
called upon to champion. 

Appeal for Dedication 

It is therefore imperative for the individual American 
believer, and particularly for the affluent, the inde
pendent, the comfort-loving and those obsessed by 
material pursuits, to step forward, and dedicate their 
resources, their time, their very lives to a Cause of 
such transcendence that no human eye can even dimly 
perceive its glory. Let them resolve, instantly and un
hesitatingly, to place, each according to his circum
stances, his share on the altar o(Baha'i sacrifice, lest, 
on a sudden, unforeseen calamities rob them of a cOn
siderable portion of the earthly things they have 
amassed. 

Now if ever IS the time to tread the path which the 
Dawn-Breakers of a previous age have so magnificently 
trodden. Now is the time to carry out, in the spirit and 
in the letter, the fervent wish so pathetically voiced by 
'Abdu'l-Bahil, Who longed, as attested in the Tablets 
of the Divine Plan, to "travel though on foot and in 
the utmost poverty" and raise Hin cities, villages, 
mountains, deserts and oceans" the can of "Ya! 

Baha'u'l-Abha!" 

Then, and only then, can the members of this com
munity hasten the advent of the day when, as prophe
sied by His Pen, "heavenly illumination lt win "stream 
from their country" Hto all the peoples of the world." 
Then. and only then wil1 they find themselves "securely 
established upon the throne of an everlasting domin
ion." 

That the members of this community, of either sex 
and of every age, of whatever race or background. 
however limited in experience, capacity and knowl
edge, may arise as one man, and seize with both hands 
the God-given opportunities now presented to them 
through the dispensations of an aU-loving, ever-watch
ful? ever-sustaining Providence, and lend thereby a 
tremendous impetus to the propelling forces mysteri
ously guiding the operations of this newly-launched, 
unspeakably potent, world~encompassing Crusade, js 
one of the dearest wishes which a loving and longing 
heart holds for them at this great turning point in the 

fortWles of the Faith of Baha 'u'll<~h jn the American 
continent. 

Your true brother, 

-5HOGIU 
July 28, 1954 

Beloved Friends: 

So majestic and compelling is the foregoing comM 
munication from Shoghi Effendi that any observations 
from the National Spiritual Assembly must be humble 
indeed. 

What we have in this text is one of those superlative 
letters which the Guardian has addressed to North 
America from time to time since the Guardianship 
began in 1921. 

The present letter rises to a supreme height of ten1er 
power and blessed Wlderstanding. Whatever he is 
called upon to do, the Guardian's capacity fiUs and 
overflows the measure of the need. 

He addresses the American Baha'is coJlectively and 
individually_ He acclaims their achievements, de

scribes their duty, points out the perils of the hour, and 
appeals for consecration. We are to make the great 
spiritual decision which is true and complete renuncia
tion of self and dependence upon the Spirit of Baha.~ 
'u'nah. 

The importance and value of this message is in
calculable, to community and to individual Baha'is. 
It is a gift from a higher realm. Well is it for whoso· 
ever realizes its worth and cherishes its bounty. Let us 
wear it as a shield against the poisoned arrows of self, 
doubt, indifference and inertia j let us wear it as a 
buckler against the destructive physical weapons of a 
warring world. 

It presents a text to be assimilated, meditated upon, 
pondered over, and discussed reverently by groups, 
commWlities and all Baha'i institutions concerned. 

In reality the Guardian bestows upon us the power 
to meet this crisis and to establish the basis on which 
the world order is to be built. The National Assembly 
confidently awaits a magnificent, an overwhelming re
sponse throughout the United States - an evidence of 
the love of the Faith surpassing all achievements and 
heroic deeds of Our glorious pasH 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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TEACHING MISSIONS BY MEMBERS OF AUXILIARY BOARD 

Report by American Hands of tlte Cause 

The Guardian's directives con
cerning the appointment and func
tions of Auxiliary Boards for Asia, 
Africa, Europe and the Western 
Hemisphere have already been pub
lished. 

In a letter written to the National 
Spiritual Assembly by the Guardian's 
Secretary on his behalf dated June 
20 we find this further reference: 

HThe Guardian feels sure that the 
Auxiliary Boards recently appointed 
by the Hands of the Cause will stim
ulate and help the teaching work, 
which of course includes pioneer 
work, and be a prop and mainstay 
to the often overworked and over
burdened National Spiritual Assem
blies as well as to the Hands of the 
Cause who are carrying, usually, 
heavy administrative loads in addi
tion to fheir exa1ted position as 
Hands." 

In this first report to the believers, 
the American Hands express their 
grateful appreciation of the co-oper~ 
ation freely given by the National 
Assemblies, National Committe€5, 
Area Committees and local Assem
blies involved in the arranging of 
circuit teaching schedules assigned 
to the members of the Auxiliary 
Board appointed (as already an
nounced) for the Western Hemi
sphere. They take occasion to ex
press their genuine satisfaction also 
with the devotion and efficiency with 
which the Board members have ac
cepted and carried out projects al
ready assigned and under way. 

It is impossible in the space al
lotted to attempt to report more 
than a brief summary of the circuits, 
to show the far-reaching area cov
ered by their travels, omitting un
fortunately the vivid details of their 
public addresses and Baha'i discus-

sions which are contributing a new 
and vital element of inspiration to 
the Baha'i commWlities of North and 
Latin America. 

Before developing specific proj
ects, the areas which Board mem
bers might cover were defined, so 
that all parts of the Western Hemi
sphere can be brought into this work. 
The prime intention is to stimulate 
the development of our Baha'i com
munities in order to assure the ful
filment of the consohdation work as
signed to the Western Hemisphere 
in the Ten Year Plan; and to con· 
tact and encourage the pioneers al
ready settled in virgin goals of the 
four National Assemblies concerned 
'i.vith this Hemisphere and jts outly
ing pioneer posts. 

The summary is presented chrono
logically. 

1. Rowland Estall spent July 1·18 
visiting the Baha'i Communities of 
St. John's, Newfoundland; Sydney, 
Nova Scotia (Cape Breton Island); 
Magdalen Islands, where a pioneer 
occupies this virgin post~ the Mari
times Summer Conference at Shedi
ac, New Brunswick; and Charlotte
town and Prince Edward Island. 

2. William deForge has visited 
Green Acre and Louhelen Schools, 
and Baha'i Centers in New England. 
Later he will travel to cities along 
the Atlantic Coast as far south as 
Florida. A third project under con· 
sideration will be visits to Central 
America not covered by Katherine 
McLaughlin and Esteban Canales. 

3. Margery McCormick has visited 
the Louhelen School and is prepar
ing for a tour to fifteen Baha'i Cen~ 
ters in South Dakota, Nebraska, Mis
souri, Kansas,_ and Oklahoma. 

4. Katherine McLaughlin visited 
Green Acre and has served in Cen~ 
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tra} America, visiting Mexico City. 
Puebla, San Salvador, Santa Ana, 
Tegucigalpa, San Pedro Sula, Tau
lobe and Managua. 

5. Dr. Sarah Pereira during Au
gust visited the two Ohio centers of 
Munroe Falls and Mansfield. On Au
gust 28 she attended the first Baha'i 
Summer Conference held at Blue 
Ridge, North Carolina, attended by 
seventy-five believers from thirteen 
States. 

6. Florence Mayberry has visited 
Geyserville and Temerity Baha'i 
Schools. She started early in Sep
tember on a Canadian-United States 
tour which included the Baha'i Sum
mer Conference at Banff; the Ca
nadian Centers of Nelson, Penticton, 
Vernon, Vancouver. Victoria, Nanai
mo, Calgary, Red Deer I Lethbridge, 
Edmonton, Yellowknife and Fort 
William. Her visits to American 
Baha'i Centers include Duluth. St. 
Paul, Fargo; three Centers in Mon
tana; four in Idaho; nine in Wash
ington; five in Oregon. 

7. Margot Worley has visited 
Green Acre and has made visits to 
Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo, Asuncion, 
Santiago, Valparaiso and Osorno. A 
visit was to be made to Punta Arenas 
if possible. 

8. Esteban Canales has been as
signed a circuit including Mexico 
City, Puebla, Guatemala City, Chi
chicastenango, San Salvador, Santa 
Ana, Tegucigalpa, San Pedro Sula, 
Taulobe, Managua, Panama City, 
Colon. His circuit requires the time 
from August 16 to November 15, ex· 
cept for dates of National Assembly 
meeting which he attends. 

9. Gayle Woolson's assignment 
cans for a month's teaching work in 
Guayaquil, and visits to Baha'i Cen
ters in Colombia, Ecuador and Bo
livia. 

The schedules listed above, it is 
clear, establish a new teaching plan 
of considerable magnitude, made 
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possible by contributions sa far 
made to the Continental Baha'i Fund 
by the Guardian, the National As
semblies of Central and South Amer
ica, one local Assembly and twelve 
individual Baha'is. 

The work of the Hands and the 
Auxiliary Board in no way duplicates 
or interferes with that of the estab
lished administrative institutions. It 
is intended to uphold essential veri· 
ties of the Faith and the organic 
teaching tasks of the World Crusade, 
in order to assist in releasing the 
spiritual enthusiasm and determina
tion of the Friends. 

American Hands of the Cau.se 
CORINNE TRUE 

HORACE HoLLEY 

PAUL E. HANEY 

A CAlL TO 
"EACH POTENTIAL CRUSADER" 

From the momentous mes
sage from our beloved Guar
dian, published as an insert in 
the September issue of BAHA'i 
NEWS, we quote the foll()wing 
appeal addressed to every in
dividual American Baha'i: "The 
mighty and laudable effort ex
erted, by a considerable num
ber of pioneers, ... must ... be 
increased, doubled, nay trebled, 
and must manifest itself not 
only in foreign fields . . . but 
throughout the entire length 
and breadth of the American 
Union and particularly in the 
goal ~ities, where hitherto the 
work has stagnated, and which 
must, in the year now entered, 
become the scene of the finest 
exploits which the home front 
bas yet seen." 

As a /lrst step in planning his 
response to this urgent call for 
that "rapid and Wlprecedented 
dispersionu anticipated by the 
Guardian, the National Spiritual 
Assembly urges each ~lpoten
ti a1 crus ader" to refer again to 
the statement and list of home 
front goal cities published in 
BAHA'f NEWS, July 1954, and to 
commWlicate promptly with! 

Mrs. Jesma Herbert, Secy. 
725 South Alvarado Street 
Los Angeles 57, California 
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"A REVOLUTIONARY CHANGE IN THE CONCEPT AND ATTITUDE 
OF THE AVERAGE WHITE AMERICAN" 

Beloved Friends: 
One subject treated by the Guard

ian in his surpassing message of 
July 28 calls for special comment 
and attention. As the friends no 
doubt noted in reading this message, 
Shoghi Effendi lays great emphasis 
on the matter of interracial amity 
and accord. 

"No less serious is the stress and 
strain imposed on the fabric of Amer
ican society through the fundamental 
and persistent neglect, by the gov
erned and governors alike, of the 
supreme, the inescapable and urgent 
duty-so repeatedly and graphically 
represented and stressed by 'Abdu'l
Baha in His arraignment of the basic 
weaknesses in the social fabric of 
the nation-of remedying, while 
there is yet time, through a revolu
tionary change in the concept and 
attitude of the average white Amer
ican toward his Negro fellow-citizen, 
a situation which, if allowed to drift, 
win, in the words of 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
cause the streets of American cities 
to rW1 with blood, aggravating there
by the havoc which the fearful weap
ons of destruction, raining from the 
air, and amassed by a ruthless, a 
vigilant. a powerful and inveterate 
enemy, will wreak upon those same 
cities. " 

While the oncoming of destructive 
war has become destined, not sub
ject to alteration by human will at 
this stage, the Guardian'S phrases 
while there is yet time, and if al
lowed to drift, indicate that in this 
realm the Baha'is stiU have power 

to mitigate a condition which, Wl

checked, will "cause the streets of 
American cities to run with blood." 

Words cannot express the solemn 
responsibility we all bear to strive 
to produce a "revolutionary change 
in the concept and a tti tude of the 
average white. American toward his 
Negro fellow-citizen. I, 

C()ntemplating the import of this 
statement, we realize the several 
lines of effort we can and must col
lectively as well as individually un
dertake a t once. 

These efforts include: response to 
and participation by committees and 
groups in the announced plans of our 
National Interracial Teaching Com
mittee; creation of a spirit of unity 
so strong that it will consciously or 
unconsciously affect every Negro we 
encounter with respect for and inter
est in the teachings of Baha'u'll8h; 
continuous resolve to intI uence the 
white people we encounter to accept 
the principle of the oneness of man
kind; true solidarity in every Baha'i 
community whose members repre-
sent more than one race; local pub
lic programs for promotion of that 
principle in all who can be attracted, 
white or colored alike. 

The Master Himself foresaw and 
foretold the calamitous results of 
American race prejudice. The recent 
Supreme Court decision seems to 
mark the beginning of the period of 
crisis in this area of human rela
tions. 
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PIONEER SETTLEMENTS 
ON HOME FRONT 
Beloved Friends: 

The Guardian's concern over the 
work on the home front affects every 
American Baha'i. Pioneer settle
ments in the United States goal 
cities represent a vital task of the 
Ten Year Plan and therefore involve 
the devotion and honor of our entire 
community. 

The passages quoted in the Sep
tember issue ()f BAHA'i N&ws (pages 
1-2) were taken from the Secretary's 
letter written on behalf of the Guar-

dian on June 20. They clear away 
any misunderstanding aroused by 
rumors about, and secondhand 
knowledge of, pilgrims' notes. "IT 
these are not achieved, the Plan will 
fail. U What could be more important, 
more challenging? 

Now may a great number of the 
friends in the larger cities arise and 
"demonstrate their sterling qual
ities." Indeed, recent reports from 
the American National Teaching 
Committee show that the new up
surge has already begun. 

-NATIONAL SPIRlTt1AL ASSEMBLY 
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BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 

In Protection, trade magazine of 
Travelers Insurance Co., 40 t Ooo cir
culation, August 1954 issue, we find 
a feature article of two pages about 
Lawrence Hautz and the Faith, It 
carries two illustrations - Baha'is 
meeting the President of India, and 
Mr. Hautz presenting a steel plough 
to a native farmer at Old Delhi. 

Through Miss Margaret Lentz we 
receive a clipping from DeT SteTn~ 
a German pUblication widely read 
in Vienna, which reports the an~ 

tagonism of Protestant and Cath· 
olic clergy to the plan of erecting 
a Baha'i House of Worship near 
Frankfurt by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Germany and Austria, 
the land for which has already been 
purchased. The mayor of Eschborn, 
Graf, has taken no action to annul 

the Baha'i plans. The illustrations in
clude a picture of tile mayor, a 
Baha'i ringstone, the peasant who 
made the first sale of land to the 
Baha'is, a large picture of the Wil
mette Temple and a view of local 
residents who share the opinion of 
the clergy. 

The news of this clerical protest 
was also published recently in Chi
cago Daily News on August 27 as a 
special item from Bonn, Germany. 
"German news magazines are mak
ing a minor sensation of proposals 
that a Baha'i temple, similar to the 
one in Wilmette, Ill., be built at 
Eschborn, near Frankfort." This 
same item was published in The 
Commeorcial Appeal, Memphis, on 
August 31, the Chicago Daily Trib
une on September 14, and doubtless 
in other papers who subscribe to the 
same news service. 

Mystic: The Magazine of the Su
pernatural, published in Evanston, 
Illinois, carried on the front cover 
of its October 1954 issue a reproduc. 
lion of the picture of the Temple 
taken by The Chicago Sunday Trib
une in 1944. The picture is referred 
to as "Symbol of the Oneness of 
Mankind." 

The Los Angeles Examiner on 
July 8 carried in a columnist feature 
article the information that the wife 
of former State Attorney-General 
Robert Kenny ~'has for months been 
working on an island off Africa as a 
Baha'i missionary." A similar item 
was published in San Francisco Ex
aminer on June 30. 

From Mrs. Shirley A. Morris has 
come a copy of Israeli magazine 
Sholom, received from Israel Tour~ 
ist Information, New York. contain
ing an article on "The Land of 

The Mansion aDd Gardens at Bahji. The larg'e central building is the Mansion: beyond It, to the [eft, can be seen the tired root 
of the Shrine of Baha.'u'Uih . 

. . 
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Faith" illustrated with views of the 
Jazzar Pasha Mosque, the Holy Ark, 
Italian Synagogue, Celebration of 
High Mass, Church of the Dormi· 
tion, and the Shrine of the Bii. b. 

The Weekend Guardian, Sunday. 
June 27, published in Nassau, pub
lishes a feature entitled "The Treas
ure Chest" compiled by A. Channel 
from various sources. On that date 
an excerpt was included from 'Abbas 
Effendi. 

The Denver Post, June 13, fea
tures a story on "Couple To Become 
Baha'i Missionaries" concerning the 
plans 'Of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 
Schneider to sell their home and pio
neer abroad for the Faith. 

On the same date, in a column en
titled "Answers to What They Want 
to Know," Sunday News, New York 
City. gave infor rna Han a bout the 
Cause. 

In its July 3 issue, Th.e Arizona 
Republic, Phoenix, carried a photo
graph of the Francis Johnson fam
ily and a feature article about their 
acceptance of the Faith and their 
Baha'i activities-a human interest 
story. 
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NINTH PIONEER REPORT 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

of the Baha'is of the United States 
is happy to annOunce the arrival of 
the following pioneers at their posts 
in World Cru.sade goal areas. 

ARmvALS IN VmCIN AREAs 

Mr. and Mrs. Elias Sabri, with 
their four children, arrived in Dji
bouti, French Somaliland, May 6, 
1954. 

Mrs. Louise Groger arrived in 
Castro, Chiloe Island, Chile, June 13, 
1954. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Blakeley ar
rived in Nuku'alofa, Tonga Islands, 
July 12, 1954. 

Mrs. Marcia Steward Atwater ar
rived in Majuro, Marshall Islands, 
August 7, 1954. 

Miss Marjorie Wheeler arrived in 
Whitehorse, Yukon, August 18, 1954. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Mattoon ar
rived in Key West, Florida, August 
24, 1954. 

.A.ruuvALS IN CONSOLIDATION AREAs 

Mr. Milton Heath arrived in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, November 28, 
1953. 

Mr. Grant C. Hadden arrived in 
Johannesburg, Union of South Africa, 
May 6, 1954. 

Mr. Merritt W. Bates arrived in 
Mexico City, Mexico, June 19, 1954. 

Mrs. Sara Kenny arrived in Nice, 
France, from Madeira, June 20, 1954. 

Mrs. Ella Duffield arrived in Nice, 
France, from Madeira, JtUle 20, 1954. 

Mrs. Idabel Kent arrived in Cien
fuegos, Cuba, July 9, 1954. 

Mr. Stanley Bagley arrived in 
Chateauroux, France, from Paler
mo, Sicily, July 23, 1954. 

Mrs. Dora E. Worth arrived in 
San Jose, Costa Rica, July 26, 1954. 

Miss Margot Miessler arrived in 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras, from San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, August 3, 1954. 

Mrs, Kathryn Alia arrived in Fair
banks, Alaska, August 25, 1954. 

Miss Marzieh E. Alia (youth) ar
rived in Fairbanks, Alaska, August 
25, 1954. 

Miss Elizabeth H. Cheney arrived 
in Monterrey, Mexico, August 26, 
1954. 

Mrs. Ellen Sims arrived in Asun
cion, Paraguay, in August, 1954, 

Miss Lucile Webster arrived in 
Tokyo, Japan, in August, 1954. 

Miss Margaret Pirkey arrived in 
Ketchikan, Alaska. September 5, 
1954. 

TEMPLE LAND 
IN JOHANNESBURG 

On June 6, 1954, twenty-two 
Baha'IS, including children, gathered 
on the newly purchased site of the 
future Ma:ill.riqu'l-Adbkar in Johan ... 
nesburg, South Africa, to offer 
prayers of thanksgiving that the first 
major goal assigned by the Guardian 
had been accomplished. 

Seated along a rock ledge, high 
above the city, every member of the 
group glorified in prayer the power 
of Baha'u'lJah that had brought them 
from different lands, that had uni
fied them in effort, that had enabled 
them to secure this area of ground 
which would be sacred to the ages 
yet to come. The session closed with 
a prayer for Shoghi Effendi, through 
whose direction, guidance and inspi
ration, victories ··such as this were 
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being won in every part of the 
planet. 

A special prayer was offered on 
behalf of Harry Ford, the first pio
neer to give his life in South Africa. 
Through his teaching efforts the 
first two new believers in South 
Africa were led to the Faith. He 
was among the first to begin the 
search for the Temple land. All pres. 
ent felt that it was indeed signifi
cant that as they prayed, they could 
look down the hillside to the very 
spot where Harry Ford lay buried. 

The selection of this property 
came as the result of the united ef
forts of the entire Baha'i Commu
nity through a search which the 
group began when the pioneers first 
eame to Johannesburg nearly eleven 
months before. Now, atop one of the 
highest points in the area, on "their 
own land" t overlooking the city and 
its suburbs in every direction be
lievers from Pretoria and Joha~nes
burg in South Africa, from Mbabane 
in Swaziland, ar:d from Mafeking in 
Bechuanaland, lmked their hearts in 
these prayers of thanks for the goal 
already achieved, and prayers of 
guidance. to ~elp them to accomplish 
those obJectIves yet remaining. 

Many stayed for individual 
prayers, to gather a few souvenir 
stones, and to take pictures. At the 
hour of noon they turned to the 
north-north-east to recite the noon
day prayer facing 'Akka, the Qiblih 
of the Baha'i world, 

As the last of the group began 
theIr descent from the hilltop, they 
paused beside an acacia tree for a 
final prayer. A fresh breeze stirred 
across the valley, In the mind came 
a vision of the future when great 
crowds would stream up this hill
side to pray within the House of 
Worship, These words of Baha'u'llah 
arose spontaneously: 

~'Blessed is the spot, and the 
house, and the place, and the city, 
and the heart, and the mountain, and 
the refuge, and the cave, and the 
valley, and the land, and the sea, 
and the island, and the meadow 
where mention of God hath been 
made t and His praise glorified." 

HOUSE OF WORSHIP SITE 
IN PANAMA CANAL ZONE 

Through the cooperation of Baha'is 
of many countries, a site for the first 
Ma,;)Iriqu'j,A<lhkar of Central Amer, 
ica has been purchased. The five-
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The view at the left is the vista looking directly north fro-m 'Ole site of the future Mashriqn'l-Adhkar In Joha.JlJl~sburg. Union of 
South Africa. When there is no haze, tbe Voorlrekker's (Pioneer's) Monument in Pretoria is clearly visible. The property lies 
in the Emmal'entia. district, on the highest ground in that area. The lake in the center is formed by the Emntarentia Dam. 
Jast to the left of the Da.m area, but not visible in this picture, is the cemetery where Ba!'TY Ford is buried. 
At tbe right js a. group of the Ba.hJi'is who gathered at the site {If the newly-purchased Temple property to mark the a.chieve. 
ment of the first major goal assigned by the Guardian. From left to right, seated in front: Audrey Roba.rts, Margaret Ford; 
seated. second row: MargnerUe Sears. Valera ADen. Doris Ballard, Rose Selesnik. Dawn Selesnik, Hula. Stewart, Eleanor 
Hadden, Allee Kidder, Helen MUler, Robert MiUer, .Jr.; standing, rear: William Sears, Sr., Michael Sears, John Robarts. 
Patrick Robarts. Grant Hadden, LyaU Hadden, .John Allen, Nina Robarts, Karen Muter. Behind 'the group may be seen 

acre plot, situated about seven miles 
from the center of Pana rna City, 
about 700 feet above sea level, com· 
mands a view of Panama City, the 
Canal Zone and the Pacific Ocean. 

A cable from the Guardian to the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States crowns the achieve· 
ment with these words: "HEARTFELT 
CONGRATULATIONS ACQUISITION TEMPLE 

SITE NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENT WORLD CRU

SADE. 

PIONEER LETTERS 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

wishes to share the following pas· 
sages from pioneer letters, in keep. 
ing with its policy of keeping the 
Baha'i world informed of the spirit 
and some of the incidents which 
characterize the unfoldment of the 
World Crusade. 

Excerpts from Pioneer Letters 
to the 

A,ia Teaching Committee 

From Stanley Bolton. Jr. 
Nuku' aloja, Tonga 

"1 am known quite widely here 
now and have settled in reasonably 
well. It will probably seem as in
credible to you as it does to me 
that I am teaching at the Tonga 
High School. My appointment as act
ing Senior Master is something that 
sounds like a fairy story more than 

buildings in the Johannesburg suburbs. 

anything else. But then the old 
adage, 'Truth is st.ranger than fic
tion', is probably more applicable to 
Baha'is than anyone else. I was ap
proached quite out of the blue to 
take on the job and even when they 
were told that I had no teaching ex
perience they still insisted that I 
should take it. They are desperate 
for teachers and anyone who can 
help out is considered an angel. 

"The other day a group of about 
a dozen YOWlgsters, girls and boys, 
came up to me after science and I 
could see there was something on 
their mind. One of the prefects act
ed as spokesman, and, pointing to 
my ring, asked what the sign meant. 
I was surprised they should take the 
trouble to ask me but, of course, 
pleased as punch. I thought to my
self that here is just an example of 
the inquiring child mind, r was hap-
py to tel! them the story; what it 
was, what it meant and a little about 
the Baha'i Faith. When I finished 
there was an awkward but meaning
ful silence. Then the prefect who 
was the spokesman said, 'Yes, we 
know. We read about it in Pix (mag
azine) in the library and saw your 
picture.' I was astonished and tick
led p.ink. It seemed surprising that 
they should see that small picture 
in a Pix over a year old and connect 
it with me. The fact was, they were 
checking to make sure it was 1. Of 
course it went around the school like 

wild-fire, and in a day Or two even 
the headmaster was talking to me 
about it. So now the whole schOOl 
knows I am a Baha'i and Pix ha s 
taught them silently without a word 
from me." 

From William H. Maxwell. Jr., 
with the armed forces in Korea; 
September, 1954. 
"A native Korean contact, Cap

tain ... , informed me tonight that 
he wanted to become a Baha'i nOtO. 
I was really quite shocked as I've 
scarcely known him a month and a 
half. He has read Faith for FTeedom 
and tonight he promised to begin a 
study of New Era. The story of this 
contact is interesting. 

"He is a captain in the Korean 
army, speaks excellent English, and 
tonight mentioned the possibility of 
translating the New Era. He knows 
Japanese well (was taught by Jap
anese teachers), has had three years 
of college and plans to go to Amer
ica to study when he is discharged. 
I secured a position teaching algebra 
at night here at the education cen
te r. One night he showed up in class 
with the announcement that he 
wanted to brush up on mathematics 
(which he really did not need). and 
after class he wanted to talk about 
college life in America, and so a 
friendShip was begun. Since that 
time he has been teaching me Ko· 
rean and after these difficult ses
sions we study together a textbook 
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on economics three nights per week. 
Tomorrow we agreed to commence 
a serious study of the Faith. For 
three years he and his wife have 
been considering joining a religion. 
'They all seemed to have too many 
faults', he said, 'but this one is dif· 
ferent.' I never before realized so 
much joy is concomitant with seeing 
a 'far·away' person accept the Light 
of Baha'u'Uah. And this land sorely 
needs that vitalizing Light." 

From Edith Danielsen, 
Cook Islands, September, 1954. 
'·The second volume of Hidden 

Words (Arabic) has gone to press. 
This is in Rarotongan Maori. While 
there is some variation in meaning 
and spelling from island to island, it 
is well understood by all of them 
except Niue which doesn't actually 
belong to the Cook group. The 
Maoris of New Zealand, I am told, 
will not understand this Rarotongan 
Maori, except for a few very old 
people. We are now working on the 
translation of the single sheet, Bas
ic Facts oj the Baha'£ Faith, by Ken
neth Christian. It has taken five ses
sions to complete the first column 
of the first page. 

HI asked a Maori who had heard 
nothing of the Baha'i Faith to read 
back to me in English the section 
we had finished so that I might see 
What kind of sense it made to him. 
The shock was terrible; I was sick 
and discouraged, but as he went on 
I began to suspect what was later 
verified) namely, that his command 
of English was too limited to prop
erly translate the Maori words. How
evert he became interested enough 
to ask permission to attend the next 
translating session. 

"The task of translating into Maori 
is extremely difficult. We have 
spent as much as half an hour on 
one thought because the Maoris had 
no written language prior to the ar
rival of the missionaries and they 
are still not well advanced in their 
own language. It is a very meager 
language, with one word often mean
ing many different things. It is not 
only impossible to get the finer shad
ings of thought across, but almost 
impossible at times to convey a sim
ple meaning because the language 
is so closely ]inked with Christian 
conceptions, 

"Pa Ariki, the chieftainess of the 
Ngatanitaii tribe, has become my 
close personal friend and frequently 
drops in for a couple of hours_ 

"One of the chiefs of the same 

tribe-whom I have mentioned be
fore-finally kept an appointment to 
come and talk with me about the 
Faith_ We discussed it for an hour 
and a half and he took home with 
him the sheet on Basic Facts oj the 
Baha'i Faith. He is fully in agree
ment with everything he has been 
told so far. I was very happy when 
he complimented me on what he 
called my ability to use words he 
could understand, and to speak con
vincingly without 'preaching.' It is 
truly a joy to be told how you are 
doing. for most of the time we work 
in a sort of blackout. 

HLast Friday I stopped by home 
in the middle of a progressive din
ner pa rty and fOlmd two unknown 
women talking on our private veran
dah. They were two pioneers On 

their way home_ Their visas had ex
pired and they could not renew them 
without leaving the island for at 
least four months. They, and we, had 
hoped to see Mildred Mottahedeh, 
but we could not get in touch with 
her for she was on her way to Ta
hiti. 

"Dulcie and I have had opportu
nity to mention the Faith to quite 
a number of New Zealanders com
ing through. We hope this will have 
a helping effect on the great task 
to be done in that COWl try in the 
next ten years. If so, it will com
pensate for these months of seeing 
so few manifestations of progress 
with our own work here_" 

Excerpts from Pioneer LeHers 
to the Western Hemisphere 

Teaching CommiHee 

From John Leonard 
Port Stanley, Falkland Islands, 
South Atlantic, August 23, 1954. 

"We are still in the depths of ma
terial winter, but the Divine Spring
time has burst forth into bloom. The 
first and greatest news is that there 
is now another person here in Stan
ley using the Obligatory Prayers, 
the .AJ:tmad Tablet, and other Bah,,'i 
prayers. She is firm in the Covenant, 
and confirmed by the Holy Spirit. 
She has known about the Faith less 
than a month. 

~~It is all the blessing and bounty 
of our beloved Guardian - and the 
greatest bounty of all is the in
creased ability to turn toward him 
at all times_ 

"The most wonderful opportunities 
for service have been popping up. I 
have been called upon to serve as 
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the emergency night time operator 
on the Stanley telephone switch
board when the old man who nor
mally handles the job can't show 
up for work-had eight days straight, 
and tonight is another. Last week, 
the visiting nurse called me to stay 
with a very sick woman who was in 
a coma, She died before I arrived, 
but I slept in the house with the old 
man, her husband, W1til the funeral 
took place_ Tonight over the radio 
he had placed an announcement of 
those people to whom he felt espe
cially grateful for their services in 
connection with the recent HInes s 
and death of his wife. They were 
the doctor, the visiting nurse, and 
myself. 

BAs a substitute for other visual 
aids (of which I have none) I have 
been taking around to people my col
lection of personal photographs, in
cluding pictures of the Temple, the 
Master, Rul).iyyih Khilnum, and Mr. 
Samandari. Many people have seen 
these and been most impressed. In 
one home they have requested me to 
return weekly to tell them a bout re
ligion and similar subjects, and to 
have discussions. 

"They are most eager and ardent. 
While r was dOing the eight day stint 
on the telephone exchange, a young 
marine dropped in one night to talk 
about religion. A handsome, like
able, and most intelligent young 
chap, he had come to the point of 
questioning and rejecting his Roman 
Catholic allegiance, and he wanted 
to know how I felt about things. I 
told him, and now he has become 
Vl2"ry friendly and interested, and is 
asking for more discussions. 

"One prays for tulity and stead
fastness for all the friends, that we 
may become a magnet to attract the 
unlimited Divine Confirm a tions, 
soar above the limitations of the 
earthly world, and become so burn
ing with love that we can ignite a 
great flame in mankind. 

"The Falkland Islands has a new 
radio transmitter, and it is just pos
sible that you could pick it up. They 
broadcast on 581 KC. Our time is 
the same as Eastern Daylight Sav
ing Time, and the broadcast period 
is roughly from 7 to 9 in the evening. 
If any of you manage to pick it up, 
everyone here will be pleased to 
hear about it. Incidentally, my talks 
are usuaI1y given on either Monday 
or Thursday evenings at 7:30 P_M., 
though the present schedule is irreg
ular. " 



BAHA'I NEWS 

Baha'is of Suva. Fiji Isla.nds. Fifth from the lett is Mrs. MOdred Mottahedeh who 
visited Suva. dariD&' her tolU' of Southeast Asia and the Paclfic Isla.nds. S1;a.ndin~ 10 

the right of Mrs. Moitabedeb is the first Fijian Bahi.'j to decla l'e himself. 

THE TIME IS NOW 
Mrs. Mildred Mottahedeh who ha s 

spent four months visiting Baha'i 
pioneers, communities and groups in 
Southeast Asia and the Pacific Is~ 
lands, has sent a stirring report of 
her observations of the urgent need 
in those critical areas, not only for 
the comforting Message of BaM
'u'llflh but also for more Baha'i pio
neers. Every "potential crusader" 
will wish to give prayerful consid
era tion to the following excerpts se
lected by the National Spiritual As
sembly from Mrs. Mottahedeh's let
ter written from the Fiji Islands, Au
gust 14, 1954: 

"On May 13th I left New York for 
London where I joined my husband. 
Fortunately we were able to travel 
together until I left Tokyo for Ma
nila. From London our route took 
us swiftly through Paris, Mtmich, 
Rome, Florence, Venice. back to 
Rome, Beirut, Bangkok, Saigon, 
Hong Kong, Macao, Taipei and Tai
nan (both in Formosa), Tokyo, Yo
kohama, Osaka, Hyogo-Ken and 
Kyoto (all five in Japan), Manila, 
Guam. Truk and Ponape (both in the 
Caroline Islands). back to Guam in 
the Marianas, again Manila, Labuan, 
Brunei and Sarawak (in Borneo), 
Singapore, Djakarta, again Manila, 
Biak and Hollandia Haven in Dutch 
New Guinea, back to Biak, Sydney, 
Nandi, Suva and Deuba in the Fiji 
Islands from where this letter is be
ing written. Before returning to New 
York the following stops are 
planned: Apia (Western Samoa), 
Papeete (Society Islands), again 
Apia and Suva, Sydney, Canberra 
(Australia), back to Sydney, Port 

Moresby (Papua), Lae (New Guin
ea), Honiara (Solomon ISlands) and 
back to Brisbane (Australia) through 
Lae and Port Moresby, Noumea 
(New Caledonia), Port Vila (New 
Hebrides), again Noumea, Suva and 
Nandi, Honolulu, San Francisco, and 
God willing, home to New York. 
Tonga may be added before the trip 
is over. Because of limited transpor
tation facilities most of the trips 
have had to be circular ones, re
turning to the same point again and 
again but all giving opportunity to 
visit the friends in all the stop-over 
points two and three times, however 
briefly. 

~~In Asia and the Pacific Islands 
live the greatest part of the world's 
population. Their problems are over
whelming and nothing short of the 
Faith of Baha'u'llah can solve them. 
Prej udices of all kinds are rife. The 
poverty of the masses is appalling. 
The political situation in many 
places is rapidly deteriorating and 
there is no true security anywhere. 
The privileged classes shut their 
eyes to the pressing problems 
around them. The native peoples are 
bewildered by the rapidly advancing 
tide of Western ci viliza tion and the 
numerous sects of Christianity 
which try to convert them. The peo. 
pIe, even in small islands, divide 
themselves according to race, reli
gion and class, and face each other 
with bitterness, indifference or hope
lessness. The whole helpless body of 
Asia cries out in desperation for the 
solution which only the Baha'i Faith 
can bring. We, who call ourselves 
Baha'is~ say that we love humanity 
and that We desire the oneness Of 
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the human raCe. Here is where We 
can be the living demonstration of 
the sincerity of our beliefs. The pio
neers and young communities are 
like beacon lights in a rapidly dark
ening world. As the darkness deep
ens these suffering people must have 
some light to guide them in their 
hour of desperation. Asleep they 
may still be and the search for the 
awakening ones is slow and long and 
fraught with many heartaches. Yet 
the light of hope and guidance must 
be kindled now before the darkness 
sets in. 

"Do we love the comfoTt. of OUT 

homes and the questionable security 
of OUT present economic status mOTe 

than we love humanity? A're we 
clinging to the material non-essen
tials of our lives mOTe than to the 
wHl of Bahd'u'lllih? Are we wiUing 
to sacrifice a little to hurTY fOTwaTd 
the Most Great Peace faT which the 
world so hungers? These are the 
questions which every Baha'i must 
ponder in his heart. The time has 
come to rouse ourselves from the 
accustomed round of our lives and 
to put forth that supreme effort to 
bring the healing medicine of 
Baha 'u'llah to the sick body of the 
world. There is no minute to be lost. 
Asia and the Pacific desperately 
need teachers with dedicated hearts. 
Now is the time to prove that we 
are worthy to bear the name 
'Baha'i'. No petty consideration can 
be allowed to stand in the way. Come 
while you still can. Your fellow 
Baha'is, struggling in this vast field, 
need your help. Is it possible to turn 
a deaf ear to their appeal? 

"If you fear to face the discom
forts of an unknown way of life, re
member that there are thousands of 
Europeans who live here by choice 
and would not change places with 
your way of life. Asia and the Pa
cific are full 'Of beautiful places and 
interesting people. Those who come 
here to live never wish to leave. 
Many of these people have children 
who receive as good an education 
as our children at home. Every big 
country or island has its medical 
service. Native food is generally 
good, bountiful and cheap, and many 
Europeans prefer it to imported 
food. Work is sometimes difficult to 
obtain and pioneers should arrange 
to be self-sustaining for the first six 
months until a situation can be 
found. Wa ges are lower but so are 
living costs. There are great vari
eties of climate and it is not too 
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difficult to become accustomed to 
even the very hot places. In fact, 
there is no problem of living which 
is really insurmountable. With pa
tience and persistence there is al
ways a workable solution. 

"The pioneer needs great wisdom 
and endless patience. Teaching work 
must often go at a snail's pace and 
when it must. the gains are all the 
sweeter. Always the pioneer is sus
tained by the promise of ultimate 
victory. 

"Come, dear friends! A world of 
adventure in the spirit awaits and a 
cup of joy is prepared for you. An 
immortality in heaven and on earth 
is assured to the people of Baha who 
arise to the Guardian's call. The 
time is now!" 

Baha'is desiring to consider the 
possibilities of pioneering in the goal 
cotultries of Asia and the Pacific Is
lands should write to: 

Asia Teaching Committee, 
Charlotte Linfoot, Secretary, 
112 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Illinois 

CENTRAL AMERICA 
The first native Central American 

believers to vohmteer as permanent 
pioneers have reached their post. 
Mr. and Mrs. Antonio Monje, with 
their three small children, have set~ 
Ued in the consolidation goal city of 
PlUltarenas, Costa Rica. 

More pioneers and settlers are 
needed, both from Central America 
and the United States, to establish 
the centers necessary as a founda· 
tion for the formation of ten Na· 
tional Spiritual Assemblies in Cen· 
tral America during the World Cru· 
sade. In Nicaragua, Guatemala and 
Martinique the needs are especially 
pressing. Knowledge of the French 
language would be helpful to any
one desiring to enter Martinique. 

GERMANY 
Tern pie Progress 

The Temple Committee of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Germany and Austria re
ports a lively interest in the Temple 
project since announcement of pur
chase of about 4lh acres of land on 
the Steinbacher Rohe near Eschborn 

for the Baha ~i House of Worship in 
Germany. The amount paid for the 
land was about $12,200. 

On the evening of July 10, the day 
the contracts were signed, a session 
of members of the town council of 
Eschborn was addressed by the 
chairman of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha~is of Ge""
many, to acquaint them with the 
principles of the Baha'i Faith and 
the purpose of the Temple. To this 
open session the mayor of Eschborn 
had invited representatives of the 
Protestant clergy. Many questions 
were asked and answered. One 
member of the clergy took a stand 
against the Temple project, while 
others spoke of the Faith with great 
respect. Great interest was aroused 
among newspapers, and articles on 
the "Temple of Eschborn" apof"ared 
in newspapers of Fr ankfurt/Main 
and of Berlin. In a radio interview 
broadcast from the Frankfurt radio 
station a representative of the Prot
estant clergy of Eschborn spoke 
against and the Mayor of Eschborn 
for the Baha'i Temple project. 

On Sunday August 8 a public meet
ing of protest was called by the Prot
estant clergy of Eschborn, inviting 
all Christian believers of Eschborn 
and neighboring villages, Protes
tant and Catholic, to attend. Pamph
lets protesting against the Temple 
were posted on the door of the Prot
estant church in Eschborn and in 
other places in the villages. The Na
tional Spiritual Assembly heard of 
this protest meeting through a radio 
station announcement and arranged 
for a Press Conference to be held on 
Saturday afternoon, August 7 t in 
Frankfurt. Representatives were 
sent to the Press Conference by well
known newspapers of Frankfurt 
and environs as well as by the 
Frankfurt radio station. The Confer
ence, planned to last one hour, con
tinued for over three hours because 
of the great interest shown in the 
Temple project and the principles of 
the Baha'i Faith. 

A second Press Conference, with 
reporters of illustrated journals, was 
held in EschboTI1, and photographs 
taken, an hour before the protest 
meeting was scheduled. 

At 3 p.m. on August 8 the public 
meeting, held in the sports hall of 
the school of Eschborn, was opened 
with a trumpet chorus. The hall was 
completely filled, with 800 to 1000 
people. Leaders of the Protestant 
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The Local Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha.'is of Hyogo-Ken, Japan, second 
Local Spiritual Assembly to organize iD 
!.hat country. From left to right, seaied: 
Mrs. Moghbel. Mrs. B. Momtazl. Mr. P. 
MarangeUa (cbalrman). Mrs. P. Mom
tazij standing: Mr. A.. Moghbel (secre
tary), Mr. G. B. Datwanl. Mr. A. Ka.tirai, 
Mr. N. MOmtazi {treasurer), Mr. R. 

Momtazi. (vice-chairman). 

and Roman Catholic clergy spoke 
about the Baha'i Faith. The chief 
speaker, pastor of a church in a 
neighboring village, read passages 
from Esslemont's Bahci'u'Uah. and 
the New Era. He spoke respectfully 
of the Author of the F ai th and of 
the Principles but, aCCQrding to the 
Temple Committee's report, H pro_ 
claimed that only Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God and that He cannot en
ter one of the nine doors of the 
Baha'i-Temple because in the Chris
tian teachings there can be only one 
door, and that the Christians 
have to wait till Jesus Christ will 
come again, and that everybody who 
thinks that Jesus Christ has already 
come must be a heretic." 

The week after this public assem
bly many articles appeared in the 
newspapers about the Temple and 
the non-tolerant attitude of the 
churches. 

Designs for the Temple are being 
received by the National Spiritual 
Assembly until the competition 
closes on November 30, 1954. 

INDIA, PAKISTAN AND BURMA 
The Tenth Anniversary of the 

Bahali School at Panchgani, India, 
was celebrated at the school August 
1, 1954. 

The regular Summer School of 
India will b~ held in Panchgani 
from October 16-25, inclusive. The 
National Youth Committee is in 
charge of arrangements. 

Summer schools also will be held 
both in Pakistan and in Burma. 
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EUROPEAN TEACHING 
COMMITTEE 

In many of his messages since the 
launching of the Ten Year Crusade, 
the Guardian has referred to the 
need for sustained pioneering effort 
in Europe. Three areas in particular 
are very much on his heart: Spitz. 
bergen, Finland and France. 

In his most recent message, 
"American Baha'is in the Time of 
World Peril" he says: 

"The all·important teaching enter· 
prises in France and Finland, de
signed to broaden the basis of the 
infant Administrative Order in both 
countries, and extend the ramifica
tions of the Faith to their chief towns 
and cities, is yet another responsibil
ity which should be promptly dis
charged, as an indispensible prelim
inary to the establishment in each 
of these two cOWltries of an inde
pendent National Assembly." 

In a letter to the European Teach
ing Committee, written through his 
secretary, dated May 24, 1954, he 
says: 

~IHe hopes that in the near future 
you will be able to find self-support
ing pioneers for France ... who will 
settle in the goal cities, and promote 
the work. 

"He is most anxious that, when 
the way becomes open, a pioneer 
will get through to Spitzbergen." 

A letter from the International 
BahO.'! Council, dated June 27, 1954 
and signed by the Secretary-General, 
said, "At one time the Guardian 
stated he thought at least fifty Amer
icans should go to Europe during the 
coming year. He also said they 
should be self-supporting." 

The present condition of the Na
tional Fund makes it obvious that 
believers whose training will per
mit them to find employment in 
these areas should give most serious 
consideration to the task. Further, 
if the pioneer is self-supporting with
in his goal area, his position is more 
secure than one dependent upon 
funds from sources outside his as
signed country. Europe offers many 
opportunities for employment. Job 
requirements and work permit regu
lations vary from country to coun
try, so that each pioneer's situation 
must be considered individually. in 
the light of his qualifications and the 

area to which he wishes to go. In 
general, teachers, secretaries, engi
neers or construction workers tind 
employment with relative ease, but 
there are many other possibilities. 
An exception is Spitzbergen, where 
the major industry is coal mining 
and the approval of the director of 
the mining company must be secur
ed. Yet this restriction is a chance 
for a believer familiar with some 
phase of mining to perfonn a signal 
service which will gladden the 
Guardian's heart. 

For specific information about cur
rent job opportunities in France. 
Finland, Spitzbergen and the other 
goal countries of Europe write to: 

European Teaching Committee 
418 Forest Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois. 
For those of the friends who have 

pensions, it may be pointed out that 
these are payable abroad, in areas 
where the money will buy more than 
in the United States. Social Security 
payments are made in all countries 
with which the United States is not 
at war or which are not within a zone 
of Soviet domination. 

Knowledge of the language of the 
goal country is helpful, essential in 
some cases, but it is not an insur
mountable barrier. Any language 
can be learned more easily and more 
quickly in the country of its origin 
than elsewhere. 

While France, Finland and Spitz
bergen are of prime concern, the 

, 
Guardian is also anxious to see a 
substantial influx of American be
lievers into the other goal countries 
of Europe, Wen within the time still 
remaining in the World Crusade, the 
European continent must see the 
rise of thirteen National Baha'i As
semblies. The deteriorating world 
conditions outside the Baha'i sphere 
make it imperative that these areas 
be reinforced while there is yet time. 

The European Teaching Commit
tee issues this appeal to the Ameri
can believers, contident that medita
tion upon the situation in the light of 
the Guardian's words will lead those 
of pioneer spirit to arise to meet this 
opportunity. 

AMERICAN NATIONAL 
TEACHING COMMITIEE 

We have plenty of: 
• Application Blanks 
• Goal Lists (or see July BAHA'i 

NLWS) 

• Informa tion on the goal city of 
your choice 

for all Baha'is who wish to heed 
the Guardian's call for dispersal to 
goal cities. 

Precious time is passing. 
HMount Your Steeds, 0 Heroes of 

God." 
American National 
Teaching Committee, 
Mrs. Jesma Herbert, Secy. 
725 South Alvarado Street, 
Los Angeles, 57, Calif, 
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INTERNATIONAL BAHA'I TEACHING PROJECT 
CENTERS ON HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Story of the Christian Conference at Evanston 

When it was annoWlced several 
years ago that the Second Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches, 
representing some 160 million Protes
tants from all over the world, would 
be held in Evanston, lllinois, in Au
gust 1954, only a few minutes from 
the Baha'i Temple in Wilmette, llli
nois, some of us began to get ex
cited. When it was later announced 
that the main theme of this Assem
bly would be "The Christian Hope" 
(later revised to "Christ, the Hope 
of the World") we felt sure that the 
Hand of God was at work, 

An advisory commission of 25 out
standing theologians was appointed 
by the World Council of Churches to 
define the Christian hope, The first 
report of this commission caused 
much confusion and anguish in Iib-

eral American Protestant ranks. 
This report, largely dominated by 
European theologians, stated rather 
bluntly that there was no hope un
less and until Christ returned, The 
Europeans spoke with such convic
tion and persistence about the Sec
ond Coming in the two or three year 
period of preliminary discussions 
before the Evanston Assembly meet
ing that gradually American liberal 
Christian leaders, who had privately 
never believed in ilThe Return" and 
Bible prophecies concerning the 
"Latter Day" theme, were forced to 
re-examine their position regarding 
eschatology ("the doctrine of last 
things"). There was doubt in high 
Christian circles, therefore, that the 
Assembly at Evanston would agree 
on what constituted Christian hope. 
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Committee Pia n, 
In the early part of this year the 

National Spiritual Assembly ap
pointed a Com mittee to make SOme 

plans regarding the Evanston As
sembly meeting. This committee ex
pected great things to happen and 
great things did result. 

Two new pieces of literature were 
prepared. Christ's Promise Ful
tilted, with a wonderful introduction 
by George Townshend, includes that 
portion of Some Answered Questions 
dealing with Some Christian Sub
jects. Also included were the Mas
ter's statements regarding Manifes
tations and Cycles. Since this book
let has to do with many vital Chris
tian questions which have caused 
controversy down through the ages 
We thought it would be of especial 
value at this time. 

With the advent of the H-Bomb 
and the increased interest nOw be
ing shown in eschatology, an excel
lent pamphlet entitled The Baha'i 
Teachings on Life After Death was 
reprinted from England. 

Following are some of the steps 
undertaken to make delegates and 
visitors at the Evanston Assembly 
Baha'i-conscious. 

1. Attractive ads inviting dele
gates and visitors to visit the Eahs.'i 
Temple were rtm in the Christian 
Century which is read by Christian 
leaders all over the world. 

2. Ads were also run in North 
Shore local papers. 

3. An official invitation to dele
gates and visitors to visit the Tem
ple was extended by the National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

4. Attractive posters with a pic
ture in color of the Temple were 
placed in strategic spots in Evans
ton. 

5. Personal invitations to attend 
a lecture on the Faith and Sunday 
Worship Services were sent to the 
delegates. 

6. The House of Worship was kept 
open during the entire month of Au
gust from 10:30 A.M. until 9:00 P.M. 

7. The Temple was floodlighted 
each evening for two weeks. 

8. The National Spiritual Assem
bly sent an invitation to the General 
Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, Dr. Visser 't Hooft. 

9. Some 1600 delegates, accredited 
visitors, official observers and mem
bers of the Press assigned to the 
Conference, visited the Temple. Ex
tra guides, on duty at all times met 
visitors and answered questions. 

10. Visitors were presented with 
gift envelopes of literature, consist
ing of The Baha'i House of WOTshipl 
Chrises PTa m i s e Fu~filled, The 
Baha'i Teaching on Life AfteT 
Death, and the radio pamphlet Tlte 
Promised Day of God. 

11. A list of the names of all dele
gates to the Assembly with their Ev
anston addresses was secured. Col
ored post cards of the Temple were 
printed with an invitation to attend 
a talk on the Baha'i Faith given in 
Foundation Hall by Mr. Horace Hol
ley. These invitations were placed 
in personally addressed envelopes 
and delivered to the various ad
dresses listed. 

12. Mr. Holley's talk, prepared for 
the delegates to the World Council 
of Churches Conference, is being put 
into pamphlet form. Twenty-five 
copies of this pamphlet will be sent 
to the various National Spiritual As
semblies in different parts of the 
world, for distribution to the dele
gates to this Assembly, whose 
names will be provided, at the dis
cretion of each National Spiritual 
Assembly. Our teaching effort ac
tually extended throughout the 
worldl 

Great Interest in the Temple 
From the very first day visitors 

from the Evanston Assembly began 
to come to the Temple. In answer
ing a question of one of the early in
quirers, a Baha'i guide quoted Lord 
Curzon. The lady, a hit startled, re
plied, ~'Lord Curzon was my father. It 

One of the faithful guides was a 
former Lutheran minister. To say 
that quite a few clergymen were 
gre a tly surprised to be warmly 
greeted at the Temple by a former 
seminary colleague would be putting 
it mildly. . 

Many who visited the Temple :in 
the early days of the Assembly told 
others. As a result there was a 
steady stream of visitors. Then, one 
night during the first week, the dele
gates and visitors were taken in 
chartered busses right by the ill umi
nated Temple on their way to a con~ 
cert. This night ride aroused much 
interest in the Baha'i House of Wor
ship. 

On Sunday, August 22nd, some 
2200 visited the Temple and the audi
torium was well filled for the Wor
ship program. The service was most 
impressive, with readings from most 
of the Holy Books and the atmos
phere was spiritually charged. It 
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seemed very fitting that Lew Ayers, 
the movie actor, should turn up at 
this exciting moment to take some 
pictures for a religious film he is 
producing. He had already been to 
the Baha'i Shrines in the Holy Land. 

Thursday evening, August 26th, 
Horace Holley gave a magnificent 
address on the Faith to a large awii
ence in Fotmdation Hall. 

The General Assembly 
Now something about the Assem

bly itself: After about ten days of 
discussion and debate in small 
groups on the main theme (Chris
tian Hope), a statement commenting 
on the group reports was presented 
to the Assembly delegates. Ameri
can influence tended to tone down 
the European emphasis on the sec
ond coming of Christ and the end of 
history. Americans and Asians were 
not happy with this interpretation. 
They hoped, rather feebly, that some
how the Kingdom could be estab
lished on earth (in history). The Chi
cago Daily Tribune of August 26, in 
headlines on the front page stated 
"World Council of Cburches Splits 
Over Christ's Coming Again. Impos
sible To Reach Vote". It should be 
noted that thls Assembly in Evans
ton had the greatest Press coverage 
of any conference ever held in the 
U ni ted States except the Republican 
Convention of 1952. 

Bishop Hanns Lilje, the Main 
Theme coordinating group chair
man, mentioned some of the weak 
points m the 51-page report, which 
was to be sent to all Assembly 
churches for further study and 
prayer. He said: 

(a) uThe report obviously lacks 
that tone of joyful expectancy 
which was one of the most powerful 
motives of the missionary movement 
of the church." 

(b) "It has been felt that the 
Church's conceptions of the hopes 
given to her will be inadequate as 
long as she can not speak more joy
fully and more hopefully about 
them." 

Then Bishop Lilje pointed out that 
there was special criticism of the 
fact that the report does not speak 
clearly enough of the personal hopes 
of the individual Christian in rela
tion to death and resurrection. 

From the Baha'i point of view it 
is interesting to note that, perhaps 
for the first time in modern Baha'i 
history, an Assembly representing 
libeTa~ Christians from allover the 
world are on record as believing in 
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the Second Coming of Christ and 
Bible prophecies. The European 
Christians placed more emphasis on 
and showed more interest in this 
question than others but it was the 
consensus tha t there will be a Sec
ond Coming. Bishop Lilje said: ~'The 
Bible must be determinative for all 
statements of Christian hope: the 
Christian hope is not based on hu
man expectations but on God's 
promise in the Scriptures." 

A New Teaching Opportunity 
By focussing attention on several 

basic issues, the World Council of 
Churches is conditioning many 
minds for the Baha'i Faith. For 
example. the great need for religious 
unity was frequently stressed. A 
strong statement was made against 
all forms of race prejudice, and be
lief in Bible prophecies and the Sec
ond Coming of Christ was repe a t
edly affirmed. Thanks to the Evans
ton Assembly of the World Council, 
millions of people have become or 
will become interested in the Re
turn of Christ, the Judgment Day 
and the Latter Day theme. (We 
stress this latter fact because lib
eral Christian leaders heretofore 
have shown little interest in escha
tology and Bible prophecy). 

As followers of Baha 'u 'llah we 
know that, aside from the Baha'i 
Scriptures, there is no authoritative 
statement or interpretation of the 
"latter day" prophecies and prom
ises. Therefore, we must proclaim 
the Glad Tidings. In the words of our 
beloved Guardian, "Ours is the duty 
to hold aloft and nndimmed the torch 
of Divine Guidance as the shades of 
night descend upon and ultimately 
engulf the entire human race." 
"Ours is the function amidst the 
perils and agonies of this day to wit
ness to the vision, to proclaim the 
approach of that re-created society. 
that Christ Promised Kingdom, the 
World Order of Baha'u'l!ah." 

The Source of Hope 
Someone has said that the great

est casualty of our time has been 
the loss of hope, the loss of faith in 
the future. The recent Evanston As
sembly, according to most reports, 
failed to provide any firm basis for 
hope. Some think it may have added 
to the confusion of our times; there
fore, as Baha'is, we must seize every 
opportunity to proclaim the glad tid
ings of Baha 'u'lhih_ We must realize 
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Part of the audience which attended a meeting a.t the Ramirez Goyena Wgh School 
for Boys) Managua, Nica.ragua., to hea..r a. talk by :Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin, mem
ber of the Auxiliary Board of the Ameriea.n Hands of the Cause. Mrs. McLaughlin 
stands Dear the center of tbe group. At bel' rigbt is the Director of the Institute; at 
her left are Baba.'is: Dr. Robert M_ Hooker, 81'. Emilio Navarez Garcia, 81'. Armando 

Fonseco Duva.l, Srta. Blanca Mejia., Srta.. Mercedes Isabel Sanchez. 

that a new page has turned in BaM'i 
history. 

We have wonderful literature 
which should be distributed widely 
and on a scale never before 
attempted_ Christ's Promise Ful,.. 
fiHed, Bahti'i Teachings on Life after 
Death the Promised Day of God are 
most ~ppropriate at this time. In the 
light of the Evanston Assembly, the 
Promise of All Ages appears to be 
an ideal introductory book. For 
those who want and appear to be 
ready for the creative word, The 
Glad Tidings of Bana'u'!ldh, with 
the very fine introduction by George 
Townshend t should have great a p
peal. The new twenty~five cent edi
tion of Tomorrow and Tomorrow by 
Stanwood Cobb presents the Baha'i 
hope to a despairing world. 

If the crisis today seems unprece
dented we must remember that the 
spiritual power promised and avail
able today is also unprecedented_ We 
close this report with this dynamic 
message from the Guardian. "Today 
as never before the magnet which 
attracts the blessings from on High 
is teaching the Faith of God. The 
Hosts of the Supreme Concourse 
are waiting, patiently, for the Baha'i 
to step forth with pure devotion and 
consecration to teach the Cause of 
God, so that they may rush to His 
aid and assistance. It is the Guard
ian's prayer that the friends will tre
ble their efforts as the time is short 
and alas, the workers too few. Let 
those who wish to achieve immor
tality step forth and raise the Divine 
call-they will be astonished at the 
spiritual victories they will gain." 

-BAHA'i COMMITrEE ON THE SEC
OND AsSEMBLY OF THE W OOLD COUN· 

en. OF CHl,.."'RCHES 

:MARGERY MCCORMICK 

WINSTON EVANS 

CONTACTS 
A Follow-Up PI.n by the World 
Council of Churches Committee 

After the last World Crusade Mes
sage from our devoted Guardian, 
this is not the time for words but it 
is the time for action-action on a 
scale never before attempted in the 
United States. 

To get to the heart of the matter, 
the World Crusade largely depends 
on the American Baha'i community_ 
The health and vitality of the Ameri
can Baha'i community at this crucial 
hour depends on the teaching effort 
on the home front. In his last mes
sage the Guardian indicated that the 
teaching effort had stagnated but 
that the current year must produce 
"the finest exploits which the home 
front has yet seen_" 

What can the American Baha'i 
community do in this time of world 
peril? First, we must realize that 
this may be the last chance for 
some of us to arise and play our part 
in this glorious crusade-that in 
reality the Crusade activities are our 
very salvation. If we lose ourselves in 
the home front teaching effort we will 
be truly amazed at the spiritual vic· 
tories we will gain. 

Contacts are the weakest link in 
our teaching effort. Nothing revital
izes the individual and the commu
nity like fresh contacts_ In the final 
analysis the success of the Crusade 
and in a large measure the fate of 
every soul depend upon the individ
ual and the collective teaching effort 
this year. Therefore, contacts must 
be made, and they can be made-by 
the thousands! 

A short while ago a plan for devel
oping contacts on a grand scale was 
presented, by the committee ap
pointed to plan for the Second As
sembly of the World Council of 
Churches at Evanston, to the Na-
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tional Spiritual Assembly and re
ceived this body's enthusiastic en
dorsement. Since the Evanston As
sembly dealt largely with the Chris
tian Hope, this committee thought 
much about the Baha'i hope and 
how it could best be presented to a 
despairing world, We are confident 
that any individual or community 
can literally be revitalized if they 
will make use of this workable plan 
which has been tried and tested. 

A few weeks ago a friend and 
mother of two college students 
'phoned to say she had read Phillip 
Wylie's Tomorrow and that she was 
petrifiec'. In this b(>ok Wylie takes 
two mid-western cities through an 
atomi-: war. It is so realistic that 
Civil Defense groups are urging peo
ple to read it, to overcome apathy 
regarding Civil Defense activities. 
Tomorrow leaves the reader in a 
rather tragic and hopeless state, 

We thought we would try an exper
iment on our friend after she had 
finished with Wylie's book, so we 
talked along these lines-"Would you 
like to know about the day after To
morrow ? Would you like to read 
Tomorrow and Tomorrow? It gives 
you a firm basis for hope in the fu
ture . Your children and their chil
dren will live in a world of peace. 
This is not a Pollyanna book. It pre
sents the world picture realistically 
yet hopefully. " Our friend's response 
to the reading of Tomorrow and To
morrow was thrilling. She bought two 
copies and began to tell her friends. 
Her daughter bought two copies of 
Prescription for Living to take away 
to college. 

In the last twelve months thinking 
people in every age group have suf
fered a great loss of hope. Therefore, 
Tomorrow and Tomorrow by Stan
wood Cobb should have a wide ap
peal and give hope to thousands. It 
has a special appeal to young people, 
(copies of this book should be placed 
on every college campus) men in 
the armed forces, parents, all who 
read Wylie's book which has been 
on best seller 1ists this year, all who 
have been interested in the United 
Nations and World Federalist move
ments. 

We list below those who read To 
morrow and Tomorrow. The impor. 
tant thing to stress is the fact tha t 
all of these people seemed eager to 
read the book. Many did not know it 
was a Baha'i book, but all responded 
to the book's message 

(1) Home maker and mother of 
two college students. 

(2) Teacher. 
(3) Technician at Veterans Hospi

tal. 
(4) Indian student at Fisk Univer

sity. 
(5) Two Vanderbilt University stu

dents. 
(6) A Persian student at Peabody 

College. 
(7) Several in local Civil Defense 

office. 
(8) Director of City Library. 
(9) Book seller. 
(10) Insurance man and World 

Federalist. 
(11) President of local United Na-

tions Association. 
(12) Insurance company official. 
(13) A shoe company executive. 
(14) Head of a government depart-

ment. 
(15) A Yale graduate. 
(16) An att"rney. 
(17) A professor in the School of 

Religion. (This professor talked 
about the book to his class.) 

What was the response? To quote 
only one statement which came un
solicited from a Vanderbilt student: 
"I have been deeply impressed by 
Tomorrow and Tomorrow. I believe 
it should be taught in all schools just 
as much as a student's geography 
book. In fact, it should be read by 
everyone. It has been most reassur
ing to me." 

As a result of this experiment, the 
National Spiritual Assembly author
ized the Saha'i Publishing Commit
tee to publish a large quantity of the 
complete text of Tomorrow and '1'0-
morrow in booklet form, which made 
possible a $.2., edition of this book, 
formerly available only in the $1.50 
edition. Baha'is everywhere will be 
deeply grateful for Stanwood Cobb's 
gracious and complete cooperation 
in this project. The aim is to bring 
the message of the Faith to as many 
as possible in the time which re
mains. An excellent follow-up book, 
especially for younger readers, is 
Prescription jor Living and, of 
course, The Promise of AU Ages 
should have wide appeal. 

Now a few words on how to present 
Tomorrow and Tomorrow. It is not 
necessary to even mention Baha'i to 
the prospective reader. Just say 
something to this effect: "This is a 
beak which is giv'ng hope about the 
future to many". If one presents it 
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as a Baha'i book, one could say To
morrow . and Tomorrow gives the 
basis for Baha'i hope in a future 
,world organization and an era of 
peace. 

The recent Evanston Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches gave 
little hope to a despairing world. As 
the old lights dim and go "ut it is 
the duty of the Baha'is to keep alive 
these universal and God-given truths. 
We must proclaim to the world that 
there is a light to guide us through 
the darkness of these times. 

If the American teaching effort has 
stagnated, obviously we must make 
a tremendous effort while there is 
yet time. The plan or the project 
may be perfect but the law of habit 
sometimese binds Us like chains. 

With all our hearts and minds we 
must believe the great promises of 
assistance enshrined in our glorious 
Teachings. In the words of the Mas· 
ter, "It is known and clear that to
day the Divine assistance encom~ 
passes those who deliver the mes~ 
sage. And if the work of delivering 
the message be neglected the assist
ance shall be entirely cut off. Under 
all conditions the message must be 
delivered, but with wisdom". Fi
nally, these words from our beloved 
Guardian, "Today as never before 
the magnet which attracts the bless
ings from on high is teaching the 
faith of God ... " 

AREA CONFERENCES 
Throughout the United States, 

Area Teaching Conferences are 
playing an important role in orient
ing the energies of the friends to the 
home front tasks of the World Cru
sade. Reports of some of these con~ 
ferences, as given in the various 
Area Teaching Committee bulletins, 
follow. 

Central Atlantic States 
The Central Atlantic States Area 

Teaching Committee held a Confer
ence August 28, 29 and 30 at Blue 
Ridge Assembly, North Carolina. 
Blue Ridge Assembly, a meeting 
place in the mountains, far from the 
noise and distractions of city life, 
was an ideal spot for consultation. 

The highlight of the conference was 
hearing the Guardian's message, 
"American Baha'is in the Time of 
World Peril." Discussion of the mes
sage, under the leadership of Dr. 
Sarah Pereira, member of the Auxil
iary Board~ led to consideration of 
immediate practical steps to be 
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Believers gaihered a.t Blue Ridge Assembly. North Ca.rolina, for the 
Baha'i Conference to be held In the Souih. 

taken toward achieving the tasks the 
Guardian ha s outlined. 

Another sesslon, panel discussion 
of Chris( s Promise Fu!filled, led to 
plans for public meetings. in various 
commWlities keyed to thIS theme. 

At the close of the conference a 
spontaneous contribution to the Na
tional Fund was sent from the as
sembled members to the National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

Central States 
At the Baha'i House of Worship in 

Wilmette, the Central States Area 
Teaching Committee arran~ed a 
conference which wa s held In the 
Temple Foundation Hall on Satur
day September 18. 

Again, the Guardian's messag~ of 
July 28 set the key for consultahon. 
Mrs. Margery McCormick and Mr. 
Winston Evans then reported on the 
results of the recent meeting of the 
Second Assembly of the World Coun
cil of Churches, held in Evanston, 
(See pages 9-11.) 

To close the conference, Mr, Hor
ace Holley, Hand of the. Cause ,of 
God Secretary of the National SPl:
ituai Assembly, spoke on "What 15 
Happening to the Baha'is." Mr. Hol
ley reviewed the developm~nt of ~e 
American Baha'i commwuty to I~S 
present position of responsibility In 

the forefront of the Global Crusa~e, 
pointing out the nece~sit~ to the 10-

dividual believer to arise In the serv
ice of the Faith at this moment .~~ 
destiny in the affairs of the Baha 1 

world and of all humankind. 
Ea.t Central States 

Louhelen Bah,,' i Scbool was the 
site of an East Central States Area 
Teaching Conference held over the 
week-end of September 4-5. Consul
tation on mutual problems in terms 

... 
of arriving at consistent, sustained 
action characterized the conference 
sessions, 

East Central States Area Teach
ing Committee members also at
tended conferences in the following 
cities as coordinators of inter-com
munity activity, 

The Baha'is of Dayton, Ohio, and 
ten nearby cities and towns gath
ered at a picnic-conference in Wa~
nut Hills P ark on Sunday, July 2~, 
to consult on extension teaching 
work in their area. Recent successes 
were reported and new projects dis
cussed in a profound spirit of unity 
in service to the Faith. 

Baha'i group members and indi
vidual believers gathered in Koko
mo Indiana Sunday, July 25, from 
thr~ughout Ute state of Indiana, . to 
consult on plans for inter-communlty 
action toward bringing each spear
head of the home-front campaign to 
assembly status. 

Forthcoming Conferences 
The next Central States Area 

Teaching Conference is to .be. he~d 
October 2-3 in Urbana, IllmoIs, 1~ 
the Union Building of Illinois Um
versity. 

The South Atlantic States Area 
Teaching Committee has scheduled 
conferences in ten localities through
out its area for October 8-15 on the 
theme "Faith in Action". 

Baha'is of Cincinnati, Ohio, plan a 
conference to include all Baha'is 
living in a'reas arOtUld the city, for 
November 14, 

State Conventions will be held 
throughout the United States on De
cember 5, 1954. 

ALASKA 
In Alaska, the Area Teaching 

Committee bas taken Nome, Kotze-

bue and Point Barrow as goal cities 
to be filled by next Ri<;lvim, while at 
the same time reinforcing cities 
filled last year. 

Contact with Eskimos of the 
Kobuk tribe has been made in Seli
wik, just north of the Arctic Circle. 

Pioneers in Unalaska have organ
ized a children's cla s s. Children of 
non-Baha'i parents as well as Baha'i 
children attend. 

HAWAII 
Teaching efforts in the Hawaiian 

Islands take many forms, 
As the result of a talk given as 

part of a comparative religions 
course, contact has been made with 
prisoners at Oahu prison. The 
marked transformation of one of 
these men has been favorably noted 
by the prison officials, and he ha s 
been given permission to present 
several talks on the Baha'i Faith at 
Sunday services in the prison chap
el. Baha'i articles, written by in
mates, are published weekly in the 
prison newspaper. Two members of 
the Oahu Baha'i community visit the 
prison each week, 

Service men at the Kaneohe Ma
rine base also heard a talk on the 
Baha'i Faith in connection with a 
course in comparative religions. 

Members of the Java Club, an in
ter-religious group of service men 
sponsored by the Kiwanis Club, in
vited a Baha'i to speak to them on 
the Faith. 

In conjIDlction with the regular 
monthly Baha'i radio broadcast, a 
fireside lIDlcheon is held. After the 
broadcast, the questions of contacts 
are answered. 

A public meeting was held at the 
Honolulu Baha'i Center, keyed to the 
World Council of Churches meeting 
in Evanston, Illinois. A talk, "The 
Promised One Has Come", was pre
sented. 

Visits to Kula Sanatorium to dis
cuss the Faith with patients, picnics 
with contacts to discuss the Faith 
and presentations of books also fig
ure among the activities of the be
lievers. 

Maui News, the most widely cir
culated newspaper on the island of 
Maui Territory of Hawaii, now car
ries 'a weekly column entitled 
jlBahiL'i World FaithH

, containing 
quotations from the Writings. A pi~
ture of the Baha'i House of WorshIp 
in Wilmette together with an article 
on the Faith, appeared on the reli
gious news page of the Honolulu Ad-
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veriiser. Monthly notices of firesides 
are pUblished in the Hito Tribune 
Herald and pioneers there plan to 
use Baha'i Press Service releases. 

CORRECTION 
A correction has come, from the 

Hawaii Teaching Committee, to an 
item in BAHA'i NEWS, July, 1954, on 
page 14. The report that Mrs, Daisy 
Sabin visited the leper colony On Mo
lokai Island is in error. Mrs. Sabin 
did visit the island of Molokai and 
made contacts there but she did not 
go to the leper settlement, which is 
on a smallt isolated peninsula on the 
north side of the island. To enter the 
settlement special permission is re
quired. 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
The death of The Honorable Curtis 

D. Wilbur in Palo Alto, California 
recalled a reference to him in a Tab
let of 'Abdu'I-Baba to Mr. Willard 
P. Hatch. 

During the summer months, 
Baha'is of Port Huron Township and 
Marysville, Michigan, have held 
Sunday morning breakfast meet
ings, followed by worship services 
in a park. Non-Baha'is attending 
have remarked the depth and sin
cerity of Baha'l worship. 

The fourth annual public meeting 
presenting the Baha'i Faith at the 
Cathedral of the Pines, Rindge, New 
Hampshire, occasioned much fav
orable comment. The Springfield 
Daily News, Springfi e ld Shopping 
New. and the Springfield Union of 
Springfield, Massachusetts, all car
ried accounts of the meeting. 

Mr. Moisa Bulboaca, an outstand
ing Baha!i singert includes quota
tions from the Writings of Baha
'u'llah on the programs for his con
certs of sacred music. 

TEMPLE GUIDES COMMITTEE 
The peak season for visitors to the 

Temple during 1954 is nearly over. 
From January 1 to September 1 this 
year the number has increased con
siderably over 1953, as shown here. 

1953 1954 
January ................ 1805 3092 
February ." ............ 2733 3530 
March .. ,." ..... , ..... ,3207 4091 
April ...... , ..... , .. , .. , .3383 5333 
May .................... 7591 9634 
June .......... , ......... 9765 11154 
July ., .. , .............. 16120 17075 
1\ugust . , ............ ,.19743 25762 

64347 79671 

This makes 15,324 mOre visitors in 
1954 than for the same period in 1953. 
While a conscientious effort is made 
to keep accurate count of visitors 
the Temple Guides Committee i~ 
sure that more people visit the 
Temple than are counted. 

It is interesting to note from the 
records kept that the Baha'is who 
have given so freely of their time 
and energy to service at the Temple 
have been comparatively few, Many 
have come from great distances and 
some have served two days a week 
Without them it would have bee~ 
impossible to take care of the vast 
throngs of people. 

It is difficult to understand why 
more Baha'is, especially those who 
live in the vicinity of the Temple do 
not. avail themselves of the oP~or
tumty, to assist in this important, in
terestmg and thrilling Baha'i activ
ity. The results are most gratifying, 
as attested by the following letter 
from one member of a group which 
had toured the building: 
. "I wish to express my apprecia

tIon for the excellent tour arranged 
for our gr?up. (Your representative) 
was certamly an interesting and in
spiring guide. The discussion period 
was so stimulating that we had to 
continue it out on the lawn because 
of closing time." 

TEMPLE WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

has directed the Temple Worship 
Committee to arrange for the cele
bration of five Baha.·i anniversaries 
feasts Or holy days, according t~ 
present plans, Directives from the 
National Assembly bave outlined 
the way in which these days are to 
be celebrated at the Baha'i House of 
Worship. 

The first part of the meeting will 
be held in the auditorium; the second 
part, in Foundation Hall. The meet
ings are to begin at 8:00 P.M., and 
they will be open to the public. 1\t 
the commemoration of the Birth of 
Bahit'u'llah and the Feast of Naw
Ruz, refreshments will be served. 

The five anniversaries are: 
Birth of the Bab, October 20 
Birth of Baha'u'IHlh, November 12 
Day of the Covenant, 

November 26 
Feast of Naw-Ruz, March 21 
Declaration of the Bah, May 23 
It is to be remembered that these 

meetings will take place on the eve
ning preceding the date on the 
Baha'i calendar. 

OCTOtER, 1954 

AUDIO-VISUAL 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

The Audio-Visual Education Com
mitte.e of~er5 Assemblies. Groups 
and hbranans a stock of Baha'i pho
tographs on consignment, to be paid 
~or when sold, with a margin of prof
It for the local fund, Write for in
formation and a catalog of views 
available. 
. Another special catalog On projec

tion and recording equipment and a 
new plan of distribution, may also 
~e had upon request. Some closeout 
Items, carner as) screens, record 
players and recorders are to be sold 
for less than wholesale cost. 

Audio-Visual Education Committee 
126 Evergreen Place 
West Englewood! New Jersey 

THORNTON CHASE MEMORIAL 
AF, instructed by 'Abdu'I-Baha the 

Baha!is of Los Angeles, Califo~nia 
~ach year commemorate the pass: 
mg away in their city of Mr. Thorn
ton Chase . 

Thornton Chase, the first Baha'i of 
the OCCident, accepted the Faith in 
1894. 1n 1\pril, 1907, he visited 
'1\bdu'I-Baha at the prison in 'Akkii 
later writing an account of his pil~ 
grim age. He died in 1912, a few days 
before' Abdu'l-Baba arrived in Cali
fornia. 

The commemorative program this 
year was arranged by the Baha'i 
community of Inglewood, California. 

DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS 
AT HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Baha'i House of Worship at 
Wilmette, Illinois, is dedicated to the 
Unity of God, the Unity of His 
Prophets, the Unity of Mankind. 1n 
this spirit, public worship is con
ducted each Sunday at 3:30 P.M. in 
the auditorium. Readers at these de
votional programs include Baha'is 
and guests. Choral selections are by 
the Baha'i House of Worship 1\ Cap
ella Choir. 

The programs for the month of 
September follow: 

Order of Devotions-September 5
t 

1954 
MagnifY the name of the one true God., and 
adorn yourselves u.>ittL ttLe OM1ament of His re
lIlembTa:n.ce, and iUumine your ftearn with 
the light 01 His love. 

-Baha'u'lJsh 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Let Thy Holy presence-Tschesnokotr 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayers and Meditations LXXX. p, 132 
Gleanings, pp. 303-34)5 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Psalm xxvn 

NEW TESTAMENT 
John 14:15-29 
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CHORAL SELECTION 
o Thou, by Whose Name (a Prayer of 

Bahi'u'l.1lhl-Charles Wo]cott 
QUR'AN 

SUra XXV: 1·17 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Gleanings, pp. 92-93: p. 59 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Hear My Pl"alleT, 0 Lorct-Arkhangelsky 

Order of Devotions-September 12, 
1954 

All PTais!!, 0 my God, be to Thee Who art 
the SouTce oj atl glory and majesty and hD1l:O'I', 
01 .sovereignty and dominion, of loftiness and 
grace oj awe emd power, .. OJ aU who aTe in 
heaven. and on earth, none can with.stand the 
operation at Thv sovereign wm. From aU 
etern-ity Thou didst ntle the emiTe creation, 
and Thou wilt contmue JOT ev~ore to exer
cise Thy dominion over aU created things. 

-Baha'u'lUih 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Let An the Nations praise the Lord
-Volckmar LeisrinR' 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers and Meditations, LIX, p, 94 

OLD TESTAM"ENT 
Psalms 19 and 100 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Matthew 4:10; John 4:23 

QUR'AN 
Sura XXIV. 36-38, 41-42; SlU'a I 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Praise Ye the Name 0/ the LCtTd-Nikolai 
Tcherepnin 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers and Meditations, pp. 271-272'; LXXV, 
p. 123 
Gleanings, pp. 60-61 
Prayers and Meditations, CLm, p. 245 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Now We sing Thy Praue-Tschesnokoft' 

Order of Devotions-September 19, 
1954 

Man. should know his DUm self, and kn.o1D 
tho$e things which lead to lojtine3s O'P' to 
",baseness, to shame or to honor, to atf[uen.ce 

Of' to plWl!'P'ty - -Baha 'u "I1ah 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Si2lg and Rejoice-Will James 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Baha'i Prayers. p. B4 
Gleanings, pp. ~; p. 143 
Baha'( World Faith, pp. 161-168 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Psalm I 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Luke 8:5-15 

QUR'AN 
SUra VII :53-56 

CHORAL SELECTION 
O"eate in Me. 0 God-Brahms 

SARA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, pp. 259-200; pp. 77·78; The Hid
den Words of Baha'u'UAh, From the Arabic. 
Nos. 12, U 
Prayers and Meditations. CLXXllI, p. 264 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Go Not Far jrom Me, 0 Lord_Haydn_Mor_ 
gan 

Order of Devotions-September 26, 
1954 

The highest and most e.:rceUinp orace be
stowed UpmI men is the grace oj "att:aininj1 
unto the Presence of God" a1J.d of His recognt.
tioIt which has been promised unto all people. 

, _Baha'u'llih 

BAHA'1 SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers. and Meditations, CXVI, p. 197 
The Kitab-i-IQan. P. 91 

CHORAL SELECTION 
The Lard's My Shepherd-arr. Gordon Jacob 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26 

NEW TESTAMENT 
James 4:1·10 

QUR'AN 
Sura XXX: 4-18 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Bless the LOTd., 0 My Soul--Ippolitof·Ivanof 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
The Kitab-l-Iqan, pp. 10'3, 118. 138 
The Hidden Words of Baha'u'llah, !"rom 
the Arabic. Nos. 11, 15 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Let Thy Holy Preunce-Tschesnokof! 

From the Sweet-Scented Streams. 
Sheet music edition prepared for 
solo voice of the prayer of Baha~ 
'u'l!ah, with music by Charles Wol
cott. Cover has an attractive draw
ing of Temple with this caption: 
uFrom the Sweet-Scented Streams is 
sung occasionally by the Baha'i a 
cappella choir at the Baha'i House 
of Worship. pictured above, in Wil
mette, Illinois." An item that can be 
appropriately presented to any mu
sic lover, A nice gift item. 12 pages, 
9 x 12 inches. 

Per copy ...... . ....... $ .. 75 
10 copies .................. 6.00 

Tomorrow and Tomorrow, book~ 

let. The full text of the book by Stan
wood Cobb, prepared in saddle
stitched, pamphlet form. A large 
quantity has been printed to effect a 
low price in preparation for a cam
paign to use this booklet extensively 
in contact work throughout the COWl

try. Details of the plan can be found 
on page 12. 82 pages, 7 x 4'h. Paper 
cover. Specify booklet in ordering. 

Per copy ................... $ .25 
20 copies ................... 4.50 

Divine Art of Living, Discussion 
Outline. Revised edition of outline 
prepared by Marian Lippitt. Seven 
Round Table Discussions based on 
the well-known text, The Vi vine Art 
of Living, on problems concerning 
the individual and his pattern of per
sonal living. The seven topics cover 
such subjects as ,jBetter Understand~ 
ing of Yourself," "A Pattern of Life 
that Eliminates Frustration" and 
others that bring out the need for the 
Revelation of God for this day. Ques
tions such as "Is it possible to be 
happy in these days of world un
rest?", "Must we accept all illness 
and suffering as punishment?", 
"What should our attitude be toward 
someone we mow is do-ing wrong?" 
are presented for discussion with 
references to portions of the text 
applying to them. Lively and inter
esting firesides can be planned 
arotmd this discussion outline since 
it approaches the human heart on 
the level of life's personal needs, 
where must human hearts must first 
be reached. 

Per copy .... _ .. _ ........... $ .20 
6 copies ....... _ ........... $1.00 

IS 

Kitlib·j·iqan, Study Guide. By Hor
ace Holley_ Reprint of item that has 
been out of print for many years. The 
Introduction to this guide states, 
"The Kitab-i-iqan is the key to the 
study of comparative religion, in 
establishing the oneness of all the 
successive Manifestations, His re
return from age to age, the reasons 
for the periodic rise and fall of relig
ions." This study guide helps in 
working out a helpful method of ap
proach by indicating the dominant 
themes and their text references in 
this book which the Guardian states 
is ~ 'tUlsurpassed among the Writings 
of the Author of the Bahii'i Revela
tion." 

Per copy .................. $ .20 
6 copies .................... $1.00 

Baha'i Prayers (General) Prayers 
of universal appeal and application. 
ideal as a gift for anyone, Baha '} or 
non·Baha'i. 4 by 6V. inches, 112 
pages, bound in old ivory Span-O
Tone. 

Each ....................... $1.25 

Baha'i Prayers (Combined) All the 
prayers of the General edition plus 
occasional prayers of special signifi
cance for Baha'is, such as The Ob
ligatory Prayers, The Tablet of 
Al;Imad, Prayers for Marriage. Both 
editions have been carefully checked 
for authenticity of translation. 4 by 
6V. inches, 189 pages, bound in 
green, simulated morocco. 

Each ...................... $1.50 

Life After Death. By Florence Pin
chon. Baha'i teachings on immortal
ity J convincingly expounded and car
rying a message of assurance for the 
increasing human anxieties of our 
day. This special edition has been 
prepared for the World Council of 
Churches Committee for use in their 
contact work. Baha'is should find a 
wide use for this pamphlet, which 
gives the Baha'i attitude of serene 
faith in the face of death. Standard 
small pamphlet size, deep green and 
white cover. 
(minimum order) 10 c"pies ... $ .50 

100 copies ... $4.00 

Please address all inquiries and or
ders for publishing items to: 

Baha'! Publishing Committee 
110 Linden Avenue 

Wilmette, Illinois 
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<CGlory be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gathered under 
the shadow of Thy mercy and they 
are united through Thy favor and 
generosity. 0 Lord Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine JOT them every good 
through Thy bounty and grace ... " 

-BAHA'U'LLAH 

Lisbon, Portugal- Miss Charlotte 
Stirratt to Mr. Joao Jose- Fiuza da 
Silva Pinto, July 29, 1954. 

Sakura-bashi, Osaka, Japan-Miss 
Nehrat Momlari to Mr. Robert Im
agire, August 7, 1954. 

HDeath proi!ereth unto every con
fident beHever the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
bearer 01 gladness. It conferreth the 
gift of everlasting life. II 

-BAHA'U'LLAH 

Mrs. Mabel Sawdey 
Shelby, Montana 
July 24. 1954 

Mr. Horace B. Austin 
Dumont, New Jersey 
July 20, 1954 

Mrs. Della C. Quinlan 
Montclair, New Jersey 
July 30. 1954 

Mr. Albert D. Robinson 
Chica go, Illinois 
August 25, 1954 

Mr. A, C. Wilder 
Waukegan, Illinois 
August 9, 1954 

Mr. William Loveday 
Burlington, Vermont 
(date not reported) 

Mr. Robert H. Scott 
San Francisco, CalifOrnia 
(date not reported; 

National Baha'i Addresses 

NATIONAL BAHA'i ADMDHsTRATIVE 

HEADQu.urrms: 

536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
illinois. 

NATIONAL TREASURER: 

112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make checks Payable to: 
National Baba.'i Fund 

BAIrA'f PUBLISHING COMMIT.rEE: 

110 Linden Avenue~ Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

BAHA'i NEWS: 
Editorial Office: 

110 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Lllinois 

Subscription and 
cbange of address: 

112 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Illinoi s 

OCTOBER. 1954 

HOLY DAYS 
October 20, Birth of the Bab 
November 12, Birth of Baba'u'llah 
November 26, Day of the Covenant 
November 28, Ascension of 'Abdu'I-

Baba 
FEASTS 
October 16, 'Dm, Knowledge 
November 4, Qudrat, Power 
November 23, Qawl. Speech 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
October 8, 9, 10 
November 12. 13, 14 
BAHA'i HOUSE OF WORSHIP 
Visiting hours 

Weekdays and Saturdays: 
1:00 P.M.-4:oo P.M. 
(the Auditorium only will he 

open) 
. Sundays: 10:30 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 

(the entire building will be open) 
Servic e of Worship: Sunday a I 3: 30 

P.M., lasting until 4:15. (No guid. 
ed tours win be conducted dur
ing the program of worShip.) 

Ho1y Days and Anniversaries cele. 
brated at the Baba'i House of Wor
ship 

Birth of th~ Bab. October 20 
Birth of Baha'u'1!iih. November 12 
Day of the Covenant .. November 26 
Holy Days and Anniversaries cele-

brated at the Baha'i House of 
Worship are open to the public. 
The meeting begins at 8:00 P.M. 
of the day preceding the anni
versary date. 

BAHA'I DIRECTORY CHANGES AND ADDITIONS 
NATIONAL TEACInNG 

Oaha'i Inter~Racial Teaching 
Miss Lydia J. Martin, Secretary; 11529 Kelton Avenue, 
Cleveland 6, Ohio. 

PROCLAMATION 

Service to the Blind 
Mrs. Margaret H. Whitehouse, Secretary; 616 North 
Oxford Avenue, Los Angeles 4, California. 

AsSEMBLY SECHErARIES 

California (North) 
Berkeley: Mrs. Alice Dent, Secy. Pro Tern; 851 Jones 
Street. 

Colorado 

Denver: Mr. John Conkling, Secy. Pro Tern: 1445 
Gaylord Street. 

Michigan 

Detroit: Miss Violet Wuerfel. Secy.; 8656 Dumbarton 
Z 4. 

Wisconsin 
Wauwatosa: Mrs. Norine M. Ward, Secy.; 6417 West 
North Avenue. 

BAHA'I NEWS is pUblished by the National Spiritual Assembly 01. the Baha'is 01 the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities 01 the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 01 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the tenth day of the manU!: 
preceding the date 01 issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1954-1955: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Man
aging Editor; Mr. David Ned Blackmer, Assistant Editor; Mrs. Beatrice Ashton, Miss Edna True. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, 1Ilinois, U.S.A. 



Repol't to t~e Believer" 

WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 
As of August 31, 195' 

Dearly Beloved Friends: 

The gift of love, of generous approval, of inspiration, 

and of guidance which our beloved Guardan has so 

richly bestowed upon every American believer in his 

glorious message of July 28 is one which all of us will 

cherish and strive, in the days that lie ahead, to fully 

merit. 

It is noteworthy that so much stress has been laid by 

our Guardian on the role which the individual believer 

can and must fulfill in the Crusade. Perhaps, as 

individuals, we have not fully realized our true im

portance in the Divine Plan now being unfolded. Each 

of US should read and re·read these forceful words of 

our beloved Guardian which are directed to the heart 

of every individual: c~Without his support. at once 

whole-hearted, continuous and generous, every measure 

adopted, and every plan formulated, by the Body which 

acts as the national representative of the community to 

which he belongs, is fore·doomed to failure. The World 

Center of the Faith itself is paralyzed if such a support 

on the part of the rank and file of the community is 

denied it. The Author of the Divine Plan Himself is 

impeded in His Purpose if the proper instruments for 

the execution of His design are lacking. The sustaining 

strength of Bah .. 'u '11Th Himself, the Founder of the 

Faith, will be withheld from every and each individual 

who fails in the long run to arise and play his part." 

This is where we stand, financially, as of August 31, 

1954: 

World Crusade Budget for entire Year 

1954·55 ...............•.......•............... $475,000 

Budget requirements for the four-month 

period from May 1 to August 31, 1954 @ 

$40,000 per month .......................... , .$160,000 

Special Insert 
October. 19M 
BahdJf News 

Actual receipts from contributions by 
Assemblies, Groups and Individuals 
during this four·month period total 
only ......................................... 110,000 

This represents a Deficit for this period 
of .............•..............•.............. $ 50,000 

Under the Resolve Plan adopted for this 
year it was set forth on a basis whereby 
3,375 believers would contribute an ago 
gregate of ............................•...... $325,000 

As of August 31, only 525 believers have 
sent in their Resolves. lhe total rep. 
resented by all of these Resolves is .......... 78,000 

Under this same plan Assemblies and 
Groups were to contribute a mini-
mum of ...................................... $150,000 

As of August 31, only 78 Assemblies and 21 
Groups have sent in their Resolves. The 
total represented by all of these Resolves 
is ............................................ 49,000 

Assuming that all of these Resolves by 
Assemblies, Groups and Individuals are 
fully met, the total we would receive 
is only ....................................... $127,000 

May we all, in the words of our beloved Guardian, 
u _ • • arise a s one man. and seize with both hands the 
God-given opportunities now presented to ... " us. 

May our response be worthy of our Trust. 

May we all walk Ihe pathway that leads to the ful. 
fillment of our noble objectives. 

Faithfully yours, 

-NATIONAL SP!R!'l"IJ'AL AsSEMBLY 

P. S. - For the convenience of those who have mis
placed the Resolve form which accompanted the Budget 
statement in the May issue of BAHA~f NEWS, a duplicate 
form is enclosed. 



WORLD CRUSADE RESOLVE PL.\N 
1954·1955 

HGod does not ask from any sou~ except according to his ability . . . 
WhQSDe~'eT comes with cme good act~ God will give him tenfold .. . 
o ye lovers of the Beauty of the TTue One! Become ye self-sacrificing. 
Become ye self·sacrificing,'7 

-~Abdu'l-Baha 

NATIONAL BuDGET-Total amoWlt .............................. $475,000.00 

Estima ted subscriptions by Local Assemblies and Groups -
Minimum of ......................................... $150,000.00 

The Local Assemblies and Groups should 
subscribe to the Resolve Plan on a basis 
of their past experience and an evaluation 
of their greatest capacity this year to 
support the Fund. 

Estimated subscriptions by individual believers-
Minimum of ......................................... $325,000.00 

Contributions under the Resolve Plan are 
in addition to those made directly to the 
International Fund in Haifa and in support 
of Local FWlds. 

Guide for Indh'idual Believers 

$475,000.00 

Every 30 Every 19 
Days - or Days-
Monthly 19 Months 

25 Believers to give $1,000.00 each $ 25,000.00 $83.33 $52.62 
150 " 500.00 " 75,000.00 41.67 26.32 
200 250.00 

,. 50,000.00 20.83 13.16 
250 150.00 " 37,500.00 12.50 7.90 
500 100.00 " 50,000.00 8.33 5.26 

1250 " 50.00 " 62,500.00 4.17 2.63 
1000 " 25.00 " 25,000.00 2.08 1.32 

3375 $325,000.00 

(Anyone is free to choose his own category \'Vhich may 
be greater or smaller than the amounts listed above) 

-----~-------------------------------------------

(All Local Assemblies and individuals are requested 
to indicate the amount of their resolve on this form) 

WORLD CRUSADE RESOLVE PLA.t~ 

NATIONAL BAHA'i Treasurer 
112 Linden Avenue, Wdmette, Illinois 

Our/l"!y Resolv.e is to contribute this year 
Payment(s) will be made: 

Every 19 days 
Every 30 Days 
Quarterly or_~ ___ _ 

(Make checks payable to: NATIONAL BAHA'j FUND.) 

Signature 

.. $ 

Local Assembly or individual 

Address 

Date _____ _ 
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A SUCCESSION 
OF VICTORIES 
Communication from the Beloved 

Guardian 
The opening months of the second 

phase of the Ten-Year Plan have 
witnessed, on the American, the Eu
ropean, the African, the Asiatic and 
the Australian fronts, a succession 
of victories rivalling, in their var
iety. rapidity and significance. the 
prodigious efforts exerted, and the 
superb exploits achieved, during the 
first twelve months of the Global 
Crusade, by the mighty company of 
the stalwart Knights of Baha'u'llah 
in well nigh a hundred virgin terri
tories scattered over the face of the 
planet. 

Seven virgin territories have been 
opened to the Faith since the an
nOWlcement on the morrow of the 
RiQ.vim Festival, raising the total 
number of the Sovereign States and 
Dependencies enlisted under the 
banner of the Cause of God to two 
hundred and thirty-five. The number 
of the Wlopened territories outside 
of the Soviet Orbit has now shrunk 
to eight, namely: Spitzbergen, Anti
costi Island, St. Thomas Island, Nic
obar Islands, Cocos Island, Socotra 
Island, Loyalty Islands, and the Cha
gos Archipelago. The following pio
neers have been inscribed on the 
Roll of Honor since my last sixth 
periodic announcement: Elizabeth 
Stamp, St. Helena; Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold Fitzner, Portuguese Timor; 
Elise Schreiber, Spanish Guinea; 
Violet Hoehnke, Admiralty Islands; 
Shahpoor Rowhani and Ardeshir Fa
roadi, Bhutan; Mehraben Sohaili, 
Comoro Islands; Marcia Atwater, 
Marshall Islands. 

BAHA'I YEAR 111 

The number of Baha'j centers 
scattered over the continents and 
islands of the globe has now passed 
the three thousand mark. A contract 
has been signed for the purchase of 
a three~acre plot as the site of the 
first Ma:IDriqu'l~Adhkar of Europe, 
situated on a plateau near the Tau
nus Hills in the vicinity of the City 
of Frankfurt. A thirty thousand 
square meter property located on 
the banks of the Tigris has been 
acquired as the site of the future 
Mal!briqu'l-Acfukar of the Holy City 
of Bag!J.dad. A plot lying in the out
skirts of New Delhi has been se
cured at the price of a htmdred 
thousand rupees as the site of the 
first Ma:IDriqu'I-Adbkar of the In
dian sub-continent. A twelve thou
sand dollar plot has been bought in 
Johannesburg as the site of the first 
Malibriqu'l-Adhkar of South Africa. 
A five-year Plan has been initiated 
in Baha'u'lHlh's native land designed 
to raise twelve million tumans for 
the projected construction of the 
first Mal!briqu'l-Adbkar in the cra
dle of the Faith. A six thousand 
dollar plot has been purchased in 
the vicinity of the resting-place of 
the Greatest Holy Leaf and regis
tered in the name of the newly es
tablished Israel Branch of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the British Isles. A prop
erty has been acquired opposite the 
Mother Temple of the West to serve 
as a possible site for the first De
pendency of the Mal!briqu'l-Adhkar 
of Wilmette. A contract has been 
signed, pending registration of a 
house valued at ten thousand dol
lars and situated in the immediate 
neighborhood of the Bab's Sepul
cher, in the name of the recently 
established Israel Branch of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Canada. Preliminary 
steps have been taken for the ac-
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quisition of two plots, the one sit
uated on the ridge of Mt. Carmel, 
the other to the west of the Bab's 
resting-place and for their subse
quent registration in the name of 
the Israel Branches of the National 
Spiritual Assemblies of the Baha'is 
of Persia and of Australia and New 
Zealand, respectively. A national 
I:Ia~iratu'I-Quds has been purchased 
in Kabul and one in Johannesburg. 
Arrangements will soon be com
pleted for the purchase of a building 
costing over eighteen thousand dol
lars for a national l;Iapra tu '1 Quds in 
Tunis. Funds totalling over one 
hundred thousand dollars have been 
initiated for the purchase of similar 
institutions .in Anchorage, Asuncion, 
Auckland. Bal;1rayn, Beirut, Bern, 
Bogota, Brussels, Buenos Aires, 
Caracas, Ciudad Trujillo, Colombo, 
Copenhagen, Guatemala, Havana, 
Helsingfors, Istanbul, Jakarta, Jo
hannesburg, LaPaz, Lima, Lisbon, 
London, Luxembourg, Madrid, Ma
nagua, Mexico City, Montevideo, 
Oslo, Panama City t Port-au-Prince, 
Quito, Rio de Janeiro, Rome, San 
Jose, Santiago, San Salvador, Stock
holm, Suva, Tegucigalpa, The 
Hague, Tokyo, and Vierma, as well 
as for the acquisition of the Garden 
of Rio;lvan in Bag!J.dad, the transfer 
of the remains of the wife of the 
Babin Shiraz and for the purchase 
of the sites associated with Baha~ 
'u'llith's exile in Istanbul and in 
Adrianople. The initiation of these 
Funds has been made possible to a 
notable extent as a result of the 
successive contributions made by 
the Hand of the Cause, Amelia Col
lins, outstanding benefactress of the 
Faith, for the furtherance ot some of 
the most vital objectives of the Ten
Year Plan. Negotiations are now 
afoot aiming at the acquisition of 
the fortress of Chihriq including its 
precincts involving the expenditure 
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of a sum of over two hundred thou
sand tumans. Preliminary docu
ments have been signed in connec
tion with the- purchase from the De
velopment Authority of the State of 
Israel of five houses, situated at the 
foot of Mt. Carmel and adjoining 
the last terrace of the Bab's Shrine, 
for a sum of approximately sixty 
thousand dollars. 

The phenomenal progress of the 
African Campaign, alike in the 
teaching and administrative spheres 
of Baha'i activity, has been main
tained, most conspicuously in the 
heart of that continent, as evidenced 
by the ever-swelling number of Afri
can converts, now numbering over 
seven htUldred, three hundred and 
eighty of which have been added in 
the course of a single year. The 
number of Baha'i centers now 
spread over the face of this conti
nent is a hundred and ninety~five. 
The number of African tribes rep
resented in the Faith in this same 
continent has reached eighty-five. 
The African languages into which 
Baha'i literature has been translated 
now number thirty-four. whilst the 
number of African local spiritual 
assemblies has swelled to fifty. 

I feel the hour is now ripe for the 
adoption of preliminary measures 
designed to pave the way for the 
simultaneous erection during RiQ.
vim of 1956 of three pillars of the fu
ture Universal House of Justice in 
the North, the South and the very 
heart of this long dormant conti
nent. The first of these pillars will be 
designated the National Spiritual 
Assemhly of the Baha'is of Central 
and East Africa; the second the N a
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of South and West Africa; 
and the third the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of North
West Africa. Responsibility for the 
convocation of the three epoch-mak
ing conventions, to be held in Kam
pala, Johannesburg and Tunis, pre
paratory to the emergence of these 
three central administrative institu
tions of the fast-evolving Adminis
trative Order of the Faith of BaM.
'u'llah in the African continent will 
devolve upon the British. the United 
States and the Egyptian Spiritual 
Assemblies, respectively. 

The jurisdiction of the first As
sembly will embrace Uganda, Tan
ganyjka~ Kenya, the Belgian Congo, 
Ruanda-Urillldi, French Equatorial 
Africa, Zanzibar, the Cornaro Islands 
and the Seychelles. That of the sec-

and will extend over the Union of 
South Africa, South-West Africa, 
Northern Rhodesia, Southern Rho
desia, Mozambique, Angola, Bechu
.:maland, BasutolandJ Swaziland, Ny
asaland, Zululand, Madagascar, 
Mauritius, Reunion Island and St. 
Helena. That of the third will include 
Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco (Int. 
Zone), Spanish Morocco, French Mo
rocco, Spanish Sahara, Rio de Oro~ 
Spanish Guinea, Ashanti Protector
ate, French Cameroons, British 
Cameroons, Northern Territories 
Protectorate, French Togoland, Brit
ish Togoland, Gambia, Portuguese 
Guinea, French West Africa, the 
Gold Coast, Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra 
Leone, Madeira, the Canary Islands, 
Cape Verde Islands, and St. Thomas 
Island. 

Abyssinia, Libya, Eritrea, British, 
French and Italian Somaliland and 
Socotra Island will, as of Rh;lvan 
of that same year, fall within the 
administrative jurisdiction of the 
Egyptian National Spiritual Assem· 
bly of the Baha'is of North-East Af
rica. All African territories origi
nally allocated to the United States, 
the Persian, the Egyptian, the In
dian, and the British National Spir
itual Assemblies will continue, in 
the course of the Ten-Year Plan, to 
benefit from the advantages of sus~ 
tained assistance by these Assem
blies-an assistance that will enable 
them to assume an ever-increasing 
share in the steadily expanding ac
tivities of the nascent National Spir
itual Assemblies. 

Only local spiritual assemblies 
duly constituted during Ri<jvan 1955 
will be qualified to elect delegates 
to these four historic conventions to 
be convened during the succeeding 
year. 

I call upon the Hand of the Cause, 
Mtlsa Banfmi, to act as my repre
sentative at each of the three Con· 
ventions destined to culminate in 
the emergence of these three mo
mentous institutions. I moreover in
vite the Chairman of the United 
States, the British and the Egyptian 
National Spiritual Assemblies to con
vene the aforementioned Conven
tions falling within the respective 
jurisdiction of these Assemblies and 
urge as many members of the Afri
can Auxiliary Board as possible to 
attend the sessions t and lend their 
support to the deliberations t of these 
gatherings, I feel, moreover, moved 
at this juncture to stress the urgent 
necessity for all groups established 
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throughout the African continent as 
well as in the islands situated in 
its neighborhood-already four score 
in number-to seize their present 
golden opporhmity during the fast
fleeting months separating them 
from next Ri~van, and exert every 
effort to attain assembly status 
which will enable them to partici
pate .in the election of, and con
tribute to the broadening of the foun
dations of the projected National 
Spiritual Assemblies. 

I earnesUy appeal to all Baha'i 
communities, and in particular to 
their national elected representatives 
in Latin America, Europe, Asia and 
Australia to brace themselves and 
vie with One another in emulating 
the example of their African sister 
communities ranking among the 
youngest in the Baha'i world. I en
treat them, through a greater dis
persal and an intensification of 
teaching activity, to lend an Wl

precedented impetus to the multi
plication of local spiritual assem
blies in their respective areas, ac
celerating thereby the dynamic pro
ces s of the formation of N a tiona! 
Spiritual Assemblies-a process des
tined to usher in the third and 
most brilliant phase. and con
stituting unquestionably the noblest 
objective, of the most stupendous 
crusade ever laWlched in the course 
of eleven decades of Baha'i history~ 

Share this message with the Hands 
of the Cause and the National Spirit
ual Assemhlies throughout the 
Baha'i World. 

-SHOGHI 

October 1, 1954. 

COMMENTARY, NATIONAl. SPIRITUAL ASSE.MBLY 

Beloved Friends: 
The Guardian's letter of October 

1, 1954 is an astounding, yet to-be
expected, paean of spiritual achieve
ment by the believers of East and 
West, and a plan for the formation 
of three new National Spiritual As
semblies in 1956 exceeding our most 
daring hopes. 

This comm\lllication moves with 
a power not connected with human 
affairs outside the world communi
ty of Baha'u'llah. 

A recapitulation of its definite facts 
and statements reveals the energetic 
and rapid progress within the Faith, 
while current happenings continue 
to dramatize the deadlock which 
hold the nations in their frantic ef
fort to escape their destiny. 

1. The opening of seven more vir-
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gin territories since Ri4v{m. 
2. There ·are now Baha'is in 235 

countries and territorial divisions.. 
3. Nine more Knights of Bah;,

'u'llah have been named. 
4. There are now more than 3000 

Baha'i centers. 
5. Land for the firs! Temple in 

Europe has been acquired, and lands 
have also been purchased at Bagll
dad, New Delhi and Johannesburg; 
the Persian Baha'is plan to raise 
within Ii ve years the funds needed 
10 construct their Ma:illriqu'I-A<Lhkar. 

6. In the Holy Land, lands and 
properties have been or are to be 
acquired for registration in the name 
of the Israel Branches of the Nation
al Spiritual Assemblies of the Bri t
ish Isles, Canada, Persia, Australia 
and New Zealand. 

7. The National Spiritual Assem
bly Df the United States, through 
the Temple Trustees, have purchas
ed a tract on the corner of Sheridan 
Road and Linden AvenueJ Wilmette, 
facing the Temple land. 

8. Two national Ha~iratu'l-Quds 
have been purchased--in Kabul and 
Johannesburg. Another is to be ac
quired in Tunis. 

9. Funds are accumulating for the 
purchase of similar Ha:pratul-Quds 
in 43 cities of East and West. 

HI. The Garden of Ric:lvan in Bagll
dad will also be purchased from 
these funds, the remains of the wife 
of the Bah in Shiraz are to be trans
ferred and sites in Istanbul and Ad
rianople associated with Baha
'u'llah's exile secured. 

11. Mrs. Amelia E. Collins, Hand 
of the Cause, has made succes
sive contributions to these funds. 

12. Other plans under way are the 
acquisition of the fortress of Cbihriq 
and the purchase of five houses at 
the foot of Mt. Carmel in Haifa. 

13. "Phenomenal progress" is the 
Guardian's description of the ad
vance of the Faith in Africa. There 
are now over seven hundred be
lievers with 195 Baha'i centers, rep
resenting 85 African tribes, the lit
erature having been translated into 
thirty-four languages. 

14. Baha'is throughout the world 
will be thrilled and grateful to learn 
that on the foundation now laid in 
Africa, the Guardian sets 1956 as 
the date for the formation of three 
regional National Spiritual Assem
blies at Conventions to be convened 
by the National Spiritual Assemblies 
of the British Isles, the United States 
and Egypt. 

15. Finally, Shoghi Effendi appeals 
to aU Baha'i comm1.Ulities to ('brace 
themselves" and "vie with one an
other" in emulating the ~'example 
of their African sister communities." 

There could be no more convincing 
proof of the Divine Power than these 
facts; and no greater inspiration 
for all of us to redouble our efforts. 
The Bah;,'i world builds up while 
the non-Baha'i world breaks down. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSElVlBLY 

"THE DEGREE 
OF IMPORTANCE" 

The foHowing excerpt has been 
taken from a letter written on behalf 
of the Guardian by the Assistant 
Secretary dated August 22, 1954, to 
Mr. Willard P. Hatch. 
~'We have now entered the second 

phase of the great Spiritual Crusade. 
The goal of this phase is the rapid 
multiplicity of the number of Baha'is 
throughout the world, in virgin 
areas, in consolidation areas, and on 
the home front. 

"The Guardian has pointed out that 
the most important service anyone 
can render the Faith today is to 
teach the Cause of God. The degree 
of importance of areas of service is 
first, pioneering in a virgin area of 
the Crusade, second. pic)ll_eering in 
one of the consolidation areas 
abroad, and third. settling in one of 
the goal cities of the home front; 
and, finally, teaching w'th redoubled 
effort wherever a Baha'I may re
side." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITtJAL ASSEMBLY 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS 
TO NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY 

Mr. Lawrence Hautz retired from 
the National Spiritual Assembly in 
September in order to pioneer in the 
foreign field with Mrs. Hautz. 

An election to fill this vacancy was 
called by mail. A tellers' commit
tee of three, appointed by the 
National Spiritual Assembly, has 
counted the hallots and reports that 
Mr. Ellsworth Blackwell has been 
elected. 

149 ballots were received and one 
proved defective. The 148 counted 
votes were cast for 41 different per-

sons, the tally varying from the 
hi ghes t vote t 22, down to one vote 
each for 21 persons. 

The ten next highest votes were 
received by Dr. Katherine True, Mr. 
Wm. deForge, Mr. Curtis Kelsey, 
Mr. Amoz Gibson, Dr. Sarah 
Pereira, Mrs. Jesma Herbert, Mr. 
R. Y. Mottahedeh, Mr. Winston 
Evans, Mrs. Mildred Mottahedeh 
and Dr. David Ruhe. 

YOUR PARTICIPATION IN 
THE STATE CONVENTION 
Dear Baha'i Friends: 

The annual call for the State Con
ventions will Soon be issued to every 
voting believer in the United States, 
whether he be a member of a local 
community, member of a group, an 
isolated Baha'i or a home front pio
neer. 

Of the thousands who will receive 
the call a certain number will be 
unable to attend because of illness 
or some other compelling reason. 

These remarks are addressed not 
to them but to the overwhelming ma
jority who are able to attend if they 
make up their minds to do so. 

The State Conventions were insti
tuted by the Guardian in 1944, in or
der to permit Baha'is outside the lo
cal communities to have the privi
lege of voting for the delegate or 
delegates assigned to their State or 
Electoral District, and to provide 
opportunity for a great deepening of 
the spirit of fellowship among 
Baha'is throughout the United 
States. 

The State Convention, like the Na
tional Convention, has two flUlctions 
- consultation on current Baha'i 
plans, and the election. The mechan
ics are simple, and the State Con
vention call supplies to each Baha'i 
all the information he needs as to 
where and when his State Conven
tion is to be held, where to mail his 
ballot if unable to attend, and as to 
the Agenda and procedure. 

Study and reflection on the 
Agenda, and on the qualifications of 
the delegate or delegates to be 
ejected, should be conducted by the 
individual voter in advance. 

The great need is to strengthen the 
organic processes of the American 
Baha'i community and to intensify 
the spirit of fellowship in the Faith 
of Bah.i'u'llah. 

We are passing through a crucial 
stage in the spiritual destiny of man-
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kind. The Baha'i commtUlities 
throughout the world will be sub
jected to unprecedented tests and 
shocks. Now, while there is yet time, 
we must prepare ourselves as indi
viduals and as members of a world 
community to meet these tests and 
stand ready to proclaim the Mes
sage to a despairing world. 

Participation in the State Conven
tion is one of the important means 
at our disposition as we sincerely 
seek worthiness to serve the blessed 
Faith in its most desperate days. To 
mail our ballot and refrain from at.
tendance is not enough. The State 
Conventions must generate new 
sources of power which can elevate 
the whole national community. The 
State Conventions must initiate a 
higher and more sacred type of as
sociation among Baha'is. We are the 
Army of the Lord of Hosts. The Com
mander summOns us to the training 
field where we can learn the use of 
our spiritual weapons and grasp the 
strategy of achievement. 

Beloved friends) We Baha'is have 
a sacred obligation to strengthen the 
organic functions of the Faith, and 
this means attendance at Nineteen 
Day Feasts, service on Assemblies 
when elected and on Committees 
when appointed, and constructive 
participation in the State Conven. 
tion. 

The Faith progresses by the inter
penetration of the Holy Spirit with 
the minds and hearts of men. When 
we affirm our decision to partici· 
pate, we help raise the Baha'i com· 
munity to the higher level of inspira. 
tion and understanding. 

-NA"l'mNAL SPlR1"l'11AL ASSEMBLY 

ARMY RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES 
Responsibilities of Commanders 

Department of the Army 
Washington 25, D.C. 
21 May 1954 
Army Regulations 
No. 000-20 

" 
4. Religious services.-a. General. 

-To insure the effectiveness of the 
religious services held in their com· 
mand, commanders will give such 
services a due share of their atten· 
tion. 

b. Sunday.-In order that military 
personnel may be free to attend such 
services as they may desire, com
manders will reduce military duty 
and labor on Sunday to the measure 
of strict necessity. So far as possi
ble, athletic or recreational activi-

ties held On Sunday will be sched
uled so as not to interfere with at
tendance at services of worship. 

c. Weekday. - In those mstances 
where military requirements permit, 
commanders are authorized to ex· 
cuse from duty military personnel 
who are required by the tenets of 
their faith to observe certain cus
toms and/or who desire to attend 
religious services on~ 

(1) A day other than Sunday in the 
case of members of denominations 
that observe another weekly holy 
day; or 

(2) Weekdays which carry the 
ecclesiastical obligations of Sunday 
or which are recognized as having 
special religious importance. 

d. Attendance. - Personnel desir
ing to attend services, either on post 
or in adjacent communities, may be 
absent for such period as will en· 
able them to be at their places of 
worship as publicly announced, pro
vided no serious interference with 
their military training or duty is 
occasioned thereby (see AR 600-
115). Attendance at religious ser
vices will not be made compulsory." 

Dear Friends: 
The foregoing Army Regulation 

has great interest for Baha'is in the 
armed forces. It not only enables 
them to attend Baha'i religious ser
vices if these can be arranged, but 
also to celebrate Anniversaries and 
Holy Days. 

The National Assembly hopes that 
the friends will take advantage of 
these opportunitie s. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

CORRECTIONS IN MESSAGE 
FROM THE GUARDIAN 

The following corrections have 
been called to the attention of the 
National Spiritual Assembly by the 
Guardian, in a letter sent by Jessie 
Revell under date of September 30, 
1954. 

These corrections are to be made 
in the text of the Guardian's mes
sage HAmerican Baha'is in the Time 
of World Peril", published as an in· 
sert in the September BAHA'i NEWS. 
Page I-1st column, 12th line from 

the bottom. The word "national" 
is omitted: should read "its 
elected national representatives" 

Page I-2nd column, 8th line from 
the top. "to the PacificP1 seems to 
be omitted: should read "Atlantic 
to the Pacific seaboards" ... 
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Page I-2nd column, 5th line from 
the bottom. The word "is" should 
be "as": should read Hmorality as 
exempliiied" ... 

Page 2-1st column, 5th line from 
bottom. The word Iland" is omit
ted: should be "stable and flour
ishing" ... 

Page 3 - 1st column, 1st complete 
paragraph, 5th line. "theH should 
be "this": should read "which this 
nation is confronted" ... 

Page 3::!.lst column, 2nd paragraph, 
2nd line. "of the Baha'i Commu
nity" should be "of a community" 

Page 4-1s1 column, 1st full para
graph, 2nd line. The word "nation. 
aI" is omitted: should be "of token 
national endowments" ... 

Page 4-1st column, last paragraph, 
4th line from the bottom. "Trus
tee" should be "Trustees". 

Page 5--1st column, 3rd paragraph 
from the bottom, next to the last 
line. Quotation marks should be 
before lithe call of-arid quotation 
marks should be omitted before 
ya-Bahil'u'l-Abha. 

Page 5-1st column, next to the last 
paragraph. Quotation marks 
should be placed after t'streamU 

on the 3rd line and omitted after 
Hcountry" on the 4th line. 

CANADA 

New Center Establi.~ed 
In Vernon, British Colum biat a 

permanent Baha'i center has been 
establi shed. As a result, teaching 
activity has been accelerated. 

International Picnic 
Bahli'is of Canada and the United 

States held a study picnic near New
fane, New York, on September 12. 
The sessions included consideration 
of the theme "Proclaiming the 
Faith" and discussion of the effec
tive use of special days for attracting 
attention to the Baha?i message. 

Vancouver Public Meeting 
In VancouverJ British Columbia, 

a public meeting attracted about 100 
people to hear Mr. Rex King speak 
on the Baha'i Faith. Mr. King, en 
route to Anchorage, Alaska. to pio
neer also was interviewed on radio 
by Jack Webster, a popular radio 
commentator. 



.AHA'I NEWS 

BaIIi'is pthered outside ~ Baziratu'l-Quds in Paris 11~ rue de la Pompe .. Dr. Ugo 
Giachery. BaDd of UJ.e Cause, Is seated second to the left of the symbol of the 

Grea.1est Name. Tbe Paris Haziratu'l-Quds was opened lale ja 1953. 

GERMANY 
European Conference in Frankfurt 

From October 1 to 3, Baha'is of 
many countries met in the ~a~ira~ 
tu'l-Quds in Frankfurt am Main, 
Germany, at the invitation of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Germany and the Euro
pean Hands of the Cause. This first 
Baha'i European Conference to meet 
in Germany was called to develop 
plans for and coordinate action in 
the work of the second phase of the 
Ten-Year Crusade. 

AMERICAN INDIAN 
SERVICE COMMITTEE 

Deed., Not Word. , 
Despite devoted efforts in making 

contacts among Indian popWa tions 
and in following up every ad van
tage. no American Indian believers 
have yet been enrolled since the 
opening of the Ten-Year Crusade. At 
the close of the first year of the 
Crusade, the Guardian, through his 
Assistant-Secretary, stated that ~4he 
was gratified to see the large num-

'" . , 
ber of tribes which had been recently 
contacted in connection with the 
teaching of the Faith. He is very 
anxious that these contacts be 
changed into converts for the 
Faith." Although responsibility for 
undertaking this challenging task 
lies with the American Indian Ser
vice Committee, it extends to all be
lievers who can, in some way, bring 
the message of Baha'u'Uah to the In
dian friends in a manner which will 
touch their hearts and turn them to 
His Faith. 

True of all teaching, it is especi
ally significant here that the Baha'i 
walk with his new Indian friends pa
tiently, wisely, and all the way. 
Some of the friends understand this, 
and from them we have learned a 
great deal. A Baha'I whose Wlder
standing of the problem has brought 
tangible results writes, "The Indians 
are not anxious for another 'preach
ing to', at least until they have had 
an opportunity to test the quality of 
the ~preacherr. Quiet, sincere friend
liness, demonstration of faith in 
daily Jiving, service and honest in
terest in their problems will gain a 
lot more than talk and arguments. 
Isn't there some way you can tell 
the friends that if they wish to 'talk 
with the Indians' they must first 'lis-

, 
ten'; that if they wish to teach they 
must first learn? When anyone starts 
to lecture a red man he closes hi,; 
face up like a neatly packaged box 
and his soul, his mind, and I even 
think his ears, depart to some other 
plane while the body goes through 
the polite motion of listen:ng." When 
we rely more upon deeds than words. 
then it is sure that the Indian will 
have more interest in the core of the 
matter, those teachings of which he 
~as first seen a demonstration. Spe
cial committees cannot do this. Each 
one of us must find the way to reach 
the heart of an American Indian. 
This task does not be'.ong to any 
other people or any other time. 

Pioneers in the Field 

Mr. Earl H. Christensen. from Wil
mette, IlIlinois, is established at 
Macy, Nebraska, where he is work
ing for the re-esta bli shment of the 
Indian Assembly there, as the 
Guardian has desired. Some of the 
former believers there have been 
contacted but they are very elderly 
and ill. A fresh start must be made. 

Grace Dean, formerly at the By_ 
las, Arizona, nay School (Apache 
Reservation), has joined home front 
pioneers Mr. and Mrs. James Stone 
in Gallup, New Mexico. At her new 
post she will teach in the elementary 
grades of the public schools and will 
also be free to teach the Faith, which 
was not possible while she was work
ing for the government Indian Ser
vice. 

Mrs. Catherine Arenas has arrived 
at Ignacio, Colorado. where she will 
work to teach the Faith among the 
Southern Ute people of that area. 

Ethel Murray at Cherokee, North 
Carolina, has completed the transla
tion of a compilation of Baha Ii writ
ings into the Cherokee language. The 
compilation is to be published as 
SOOn as type for the Cherokee alpha
bet is found. 

UNITED STATES AFRICA 
TEACHING COMMITTEE 

Mr. Mus';' Banani, Hand of the 
Cause in Kampala prepares and 
distributes a N ewsl etter to all friends 
in Africa at frequent intervals. It is 
truly inspiring and we wi:::h we could 
share it in toto with the friends. 
Since space is limited we will give 
some of the most important excerpts 
from his bulletin dated Sept. 8: 
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New Believers: In the month of 
August 39 newly declared believers 
were enrolled in 15 cotU1tries of 
Africa. Of these 92 per cent are Afri
cans and 55 per cent of these come 
in as the result of the work of Afri
can pioneers in six centers of West 
Africa. 

lia;iratu'l-Quds: Sites have been 
purchased in Tunis and in Johannes
burg, South Africa. 

Baha'i literature: Pamphlets now 
are published in 13 Mrican lan
guages into which Baha'i literature 
must be translated and published in 
accord with World Crusade Goals~ 

progress. has been made in arrang
ing for the translating to be done in 
all but 6 languages. 

-U. S. AFRICA TEACHING COMM1Tl'EE 

CORRECTION 

BAHA'i NEWS for September, 1954, 
page 11, column 1, line 2 and follow
ing I should read: 

"By April 21st an Assembly was 
formed in Victoria, British Camer
oons, and during the RiQ.van period 
pioneers went forth from Victoria, 
British Cameroons to settle in the fo1-
fowing virgin areas: British Togo
land, French Togoland, French Cam
eroons, Ashanti Protectorate, North
ern Territories Protectorate of the 
Gold Coast." 

BAHA'I INTER-RACIAL 
TEACHING COMMITTEE 

In view of the statement from the 
National Spiritual Assembly, pub
lished on page 2 of the Oclcber 
BAHA'I NEWS, the Inter-Racial Teach
ing Committee wishes to urge Local 
Spiritual Assemblies throughout the 
United States who have not already 
done so. to form Inter-Racial Teach
ing Committees to function within 
their comml.U1ities. It is most strong
ly recommended that all communi
ties organize Inter-Racial Institutes, 
based on study of the booklet, Faith 
in Action. This booklet, compiled by 
the Inter-Racial Teaching Commit
tee for 1953-54 can belp each be
liever to achieve UIe necessary "rev
o]utionary change in the concept and 
attitude of the average white Ameri
can. H Copies are available for $.60 
each, 10 for $5.00 from the EMa'! 
Publishing Committee. 

NATIONAL YOUTH 
COMMITTEE 

The National Baha'i Youth Com
mittee has adopted "World Unity 
Through World Faith" as its general 
theme for this year's activities. 

Workshop type conferences sched
uled on October 23 and 24 set the 
key. "A Foundation is Being Laid". 
These teaching conferences, held in 
Arizona, Caifornia, Colorado, Flor
ida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
New York, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas, Utah, 
Washington and West Virginia, were 
organized to present the Divine Plan 
and the immediate needs of the 
World Crusade in relation to prac
tical action each youth can take 
toward fulfilling his responsibilities 
in the Ten-Year Plan. 

This CDnierence ushers in National 
Baha 'j Youth week. 

A second conference entitled "A 
Crusade is in Progress" is scheduled 
for February 20, 1955. 

LOUHELEN WINTER SESSION 

The Louhelen Baha'i School Win
ter Session will begin with devotions 
at 9:00 A.M. Sunday, December 26 
and continue through Sunday after: 
noon, January 2. 

The theme of the Winter Session 
is "The World Crusade-A Deeper 
Understanding". Two classes will be 
offered, one on "The Guardianship", 
the other on "Some Answered Ques
tions", 

The annual New Year's Day pub
lic meeting will be held on Saturday, 
January 1. 

We look forward to a great spiri
tual deepening through our consulta
tion and association at the Winter 
Session. Reservations must be lim
ited to thirty persons, so the friends 
are asked to plan early. Arrivals 
may be scheduled for any time on 
Saturday. For reservations and fur
ther information please write to: 

The Registrar 
Louhelen Baha'i School 
3208 South State Road 
Davison, Michigan 

AREA CONFERENCES 

Bulletins ot the various Area 
Teaching Committees report con
ferences scheduled. Seen together ~ 
the:;;e conferences give a picture of 
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Baha'i study and association over 
large sections of the nation. In addi. 
tion to those conferences covered in 
the last issue of BAHA'i News, the 
following Area Teaching Confer
ences were reported for the month of 
October. 
OREGON 

Eugene. October 3 
CALIFORNIA 

Fresno, October 3 
San Diego, October 3 
Santa Barbara, October 3 
Pasadena, October 10 
San Mateo, October 10 

UTAH 

Salt Lake City, October 10 
NEVADA 

Reno, OClcber 2 
AruzONA 

Tucson, October 10 
Phoenix, October 16 

MIssOURI 

Kansas City, October 17 

BAHA'I ON THE AIR 

In San Francisco, station KSAN
TV carried the Baha'i message in a 
five-minute broadcast. 

The Arlington, Virginia, Baha'i 
Community presented a thirty min
ute program, 'lThe Religion of To
day". over station WEAM. 

WMRP, Flint, Michigan, broadcast 
the tape recording "The Promised 
One of All Religions" and closed the 
fifteen minute program with a re
cording of "From the Sweet-Scented 
Streams", announcing the song as a 
prayer of Baha'u'llah. 

Three minutes on "The Frank 
Farrell Show", station WABC, New 
York, were devoted to questions and 
answers about the Faith. 

BAHA'I SERVICE FOR 
THE BLIND 

Literature for the Blind 1954-1955 
PAMPHLETS 

* Communion With God ....... $ .65 
* Nine Inscriptions Booklet.... . .15 

World Order Through World 
Faith ........................ 1.25 
Faith for Freedom. . . . . . . . . . .. 1. 25 
The Baha'i House of Worship 

(This Faith-This Temple. 
Braille Edition, April, 1952) 1.25 

The Open Door (1953). . . . . . . . .. .65 
The Mission of BMa'u'ililh 

(The Jubilee Pamphiet-
1953) ........................ 1.80 
Communion With God........ .75 
BahiL'i Teachings for a World 

Faith ...................... 1.25 
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Booxs 
• The Reality of Man. . . . . . . . . . .. 3.00 

The Kitab-i·!qan .............. 6.00 
The Renewal of Civilization 

(1954), by David Hofman, 
second edition .. , ........... 5.75 

The Hidden Words of Baba
'u'llah (1954), third edition, 
with introduction by George 
Townshend .................. 1.75 

NEW PlJBLICATlON 

The God Who Walks with Men. 
By Horace Holley ............ 1.25 
* Titles prefixed by one asterisk 

are printed in Braille, Grade On", 
and a Half; all other ti tIes are in 
Braille, Grade Two. 

The above Jist is complete and UP
to-date, and is offered for the con
venience of the believers. 

To save time and expenditure, 
kindly send remittance with order, 
to: 

Baba'i Service for the Blind 
616 N orlh Oxford Ave. 

Los Angeles 4, California 

DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS 
AT HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Baha'i House of Worship at 
Wilmette, Illinois is dedicated to the 
Unity of God, the Unity of His 
Prophets, the Unity of Mankind. In 
this spirit, public worship is con
ducted each Sunday at 3:30 P.M. in 
the auditorium. Readers at these de
votional programs include Baha'is 
and guests. Choral selections are by 
the Baha'i House of Worship A Cap
pella Choir. 

The programs for the month of 
October follow. 

The readings for October 3 are 
the same as· those presented on 
April 18. 

The readings for October 10 are 
the same as those presented on 
March 28. 
Order of Devotions-October 17, 1954 
Thlt pote'/¢ialitit!s inherent i.n th.e station of 
fIUUL, the fUU measure 01 hiS destiny ora. eurth, 
the innate erceUence 01 h.is reality, must aU 
be nuud/e.ft:ed {n this promi.sed Day oj God. 

-BaM 'u'lliih 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Like 0.1 a: Fother Bendeth.-Johann Sebas-
tian Bach i 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS . 
Prayers and Meditations, CXIX, p_ 2(12 
Gleanings, w- 294, 296-297 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Hosea 14 

NEW TESTAMENT 
n Thessalonians 2:1·13 

CHORAL SELECTION o Light Divine - Alexander ,Archangelsky 
QUR'AN 

SUra XXXII: 15--29 
SARA'1 SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayers and Meditations, pp. 329--332 
CHORAL SELECTION . 

La. in the Ti.me Appointed-Healey Wlllan : 

The program for October 24 is 
the same as that presented on May 2 . 

The program for October 31 is the 
same as that presented on June 13_ 

Nalional B.h,n Addresses 

NATIONAL BABA'f ADMIN'ISTRA.nVE. 

lIEADQ.UARTERS: 

536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
illinois_ 

NATIONAL TREASURm: 

112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make checks Payable to: 
National Baha" Fund 

BAHA'! PUBLISHING CoMMI"l"TEE: 

110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

BAHA'i NEWS: 
EdItorial omce: 

110 Linden Avenue. 
Wilmette, Lllinois 

Subscription and 
change of address: 

112 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Illinois 

Americ an Baha'is in the Time of 
World Peril, Outline. Prepared by 
Mrs. Beatrice Ashton. An analysis 
of the Guardian's stirring message 
of July 28, 1954, prepared in outline 
form for group and individual study_ 
A brief, concise presentation, ar
ranged to develop the main theme 
of the message in relation to its com
ponent elements. 8 pages, mimeo
graphed, 8% x 11 inches. 

Per copy ................... $ .20 
6 copies .................... $1.00 

From the Sweet.scented StreamS. 
Sheet music edition prepared for 
5010 voice of the prayer of Baha~ 
'u'liah, with music by Charles Wol
cott. Cover has an attractive draw
ing of Temple with this caption: 
aFrom the Sweet-Scented Streams is 
sung occasionally by the Baha'i A 
Cappella choir at the Baha'i House 
of Worship, pictured above, in Wil
mette, Illinois." An item that can be 
appropriately presented to any mu
sic lover. A nice gift item. 12 pages, 
9 x 12 inches. 

Per copy .................. $ .75 
10 copies ................... $6.QO 
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Tomorrow and Tomorrow, book~ 

let. The full text of the book by Stan
wood Cobb, prepared in saddle
stitched, pamphlet form. A large 
quantity has been printed to effect a 
low price in preparation for a cam
paign to use this booklet extensively 
in contact work throughout the COun
try, 82 pages, 7 x 4'h. Paper cover. 
Specify booklet in ordering. 

Per copy ................... $ .25 
20 copies ................... 4.50 

Divine Art of Living, Discussion 
OutJine. Revised edition of outline 
prepared by Marian Lippitt. Seven 
ROWld Table Discussions based on 
the well-known text, The Divine Art 
of Living" on problems concerning 
the individual and his pattern of per
sonal living. The seven topics cover 
such subjects as HBetter Understand
ing of Yourself," "A Pattern of Life 
that Eliminates Frustration" and 
others that bring out the need for the 
Revela lion of God for this day. Ques
tions such as "Is it possible to be 
happy in these days of world un
rest?", "Must we accept all illness 
and suffering as punishment?". 
"What should our attitude be toward 
someone we know is doing wrong?" 
are presented for discussion with 
references to portions of the text 
applying to them. Lively and inter
esting firesides can be planned 
arotmd this discussion outline since 
it approaches the human heart on 
the level of life's personal needs, 
where must human hearts must first 
be reached_ 

Per copy ................... $ .2U 
6 copies ................... $1.00 

Kitab·j·1qan, Study Guide. By Hor
ace Holley. Reprint of item that has 
been out of print for many years. The 
Introduction to this guide states, 
"The Kitab-i-fqan is the key to the 
study of comparative religion, in 
establishing the oneness of all the 
successive Manifestations, His re~ 
return from age to age, the reasons 
for the periodic rise and fall of relig
ions." This study guide helps in 
working out a helpful method of ap
proach by indicating the dominant 
themes and their text references in 
this book which the Guardian states 
is "unsurpassed among the Writings 
of the Author of the BaM'; Revela
tion." 

Per copy .................. $ .20 
6 copies .................... $1.00 
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"Glory he unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this Thy servant and this Thy 
mai.d-.scTvant have gathered under 
the shadow of Thy meTCY and they 
are united through Thy Javor and 
generosity. 0 Lord Assist them in 
this Thy wOTld and Thy Kingdom 
and destine faT them every good 
thTOUgh Thy bounty and {}Tace •.. " 

-BA.H.A.'V'LLAB 
Portland, Oregon-Mrs. Marjorie Taylor 

to Mr. A. T. Thompson. (date not re
D4'1"ted) 

Washingtton, D.C.-Miss Carolyn Pre-
vost to Mr. Walter R. Wooten. August 
7, 1954. 

II Death projJereth unto every con-
fident heliever the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
bearer oj gladness. It confeTreth the 
gift of everlasting hfe." 

-BW'V'WH 
Miss Emma Blackwell 

Philadelphia. Pennsylvania 
July 27, 1904 

Mr. John David McCall 
Englewood, New Jersey 
August 24, 1954 

Prof'. Glen A. Shook 
Eliot, Maine 
(00 date reported) 

Mr. Arthur H. Jones 

Great Falls. Montana 
August 9, 1954 

Mrs. James F" (Roberta) Percy 
Los Angeles, California 
Septe~ber 9. 1954 

Mrs. Leona C. Nein 
Dayton I Ohio 
September 3, 1954 

Mr. F. L. Loveless 
Topeka, Kansas 
September I. 1954 

Mrs. Edith Haynes 
Wolfeboro, New Hampshire 
(date not reported) 

HOLY DAYS 
November 12, Birth of Baha'u'llith 
N ovem ber 26 r Day of the Covenant 
November 28r Ascension of 'Abdutl~ 

BaM 
FEASTS 
November 4, Qudrat, Power 
November 23, Qawl, Speech 
December 12, Masa'il, Questions 
December 31, S.baraf, Honor 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
November 12, 13, 14 
December 10, 11, 12 
BAHA'f HOUSE OF WORSHIP 
Visiting hours 

Weekdays and Saturdays: 
1:00 P.M.-4:00 P.M. 
(the Auditorium only will be 

open) 
Sundays: 10:30 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 

NOVEMBER. 1954 

(the entire building will be open) 
Service of Worship: Sunday at 3 :30 

P.M., lasting until 4:15 (No guid
ed tours will be conducted dur
ing the program of worship.) 

Holy Days and Annivers aries ee]e. 
brated at the Baha', Honse of Wor
ship 

Birth of Baha.'u'llah t November 12 
Day of the Covenant, November 26 
Holy Days and Anniversaries cele-

brated at the Baha'i House of 
Worship are open to the public. 
The meeting begins at 8:00 P.M. 
of the day preceding the Anni
versary date. 

HAVE YOU MOVED RECENTLY? 
DID YOU MISS ONE OR TWO 
ISSUES OF BAHA'I NEWS? 

Perhaps these two facts go 
hand-in-hand. If you are a mem
ber of a community - and con
templating a change of address 
-be sure to notify your Local 
Assembly secretary immediate
ly. 

If you are isolated, send this 
information directly to the Na
tional Baha'i Administrative 
Headquarters, 536 Sheridan 
Road, Wilmette, Ill. 

YOUT prompt cooperation is 
necessary to keep the address 
files of the National BaM.'i Of
fice up to date and accurate. 

BAHA'I DIRECTORY CHANGES AND ADDITIONS 
TEMPLE 

Temple Worship 
Mrs. Beatrice Ashton (omitted through error) 

NATIONAL TEACHING 

Baha'i Inter-Racial Teacbin& 
Mr. George Brawley, Chairman 
Miss Lydia J. Martin, Corresponding 

11529 Kelton Ave., Cleveland 6, Ohio 

SERVICE 

Reviewing 

Secretary, 

Mrs. Eleanor S. Hutchens, Corresponding Secretary, 
1109 No. California St., Urbana, Ill. 

ASSEMBLY SECRETARIES 

Alaska 
Anchorage Recording Dist.: Mrs. Lucille M. Donnelly, 

Star Route Box 334, Spenard 

Arizona 
Yuma: Mrs. Lucy Belle Anderson, 1090 10th Ave. 

California (North) 
Millbrae: Mr. John Shoop, 420 Hillcrest Drive 

California (South) 
Beverly Hills: Mrs. Mildred Bates, P.O. Box 794 

Colorado 
Denver: Mrs. Barbara Jackson, Secy., 1295 Glencoe 

Street, Denver 20 
Michigan 

Muskegon: Mrs. Katherine Schott, P.O. Box 292 
Ohio 

Cleveland: Mrs. Amanda L. Smith, 3847 E. 146th St., 
Z20 

Wisconsin 
Brookfield: Mrs. 

Milwaukee 10 
Stella Johnson, Route 12, Box 332, 

BAHA'I NEWS is publishf"d by the National Spiritual Assembly of the BahA'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'j World Community. 
Reports. plans. news items and photographs of genera] interest are requeste~ fr.om nati9na: committees and local assemblies of 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. MaterlallS due in Wilillette on the tenth day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA"1 NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for ]954-1955: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Man
a.J!'ing Editor: Mr. David Ned Blackmer. Assistant Editor: Mrs. Beatrice Ashton, Miss Edna True. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue. Wilmette. Illinois. U.S.A. 
Change of Address should be reported directly to National Balui'{ Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois. U.S.A. 
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"IN ACCI:PTlNG 
BAHA'U'LLAH" 

A Letter from Shoghi Effendi 

"In regard to the question you 
have asked him: you are naturally 
quite free to do as you please; he 
can only give you his sincere ad
vice. He feels that before coming to 
any decision you should think clearly 
about the matter and not be gov
erned. entirely by emotions, 

"In accepting Baha'u'llah you have 
accepted Christ in His appearance 
as the Fathert as He Himself 50 

clearly foretold. The Catholic 
Church does not believe this; on the 
contrary, it still awaits the return of 
Christ. U you decide, in order to be 
buried next to your dear husband, to 
return to the church, you either 
would have to, in good faith, deny 
Bahit'u'llith or you would be just 
using the church as a means to satis
fying a desire of your own, which 
would certainly not be an upright 
and conscientious thing to do. 

"When you think that your hus
band's soul is now free of the limita
tions of this world, and that he no 
doubt is beginning to see religious 
truth in its true light and to appre
ciate the station of Baha 'u'l13.b., you 
should ask your self whether he 
would wish you to leave the truth 
for this day and re-enter the church 
just for the sake of your dust being 
near his dust? Your spirit, when you 
pass away, will be near his spirit; 
of what importance, then, is the 
body? He will pray for your guid
ance in this matter." 

COMMENTAR'f: N~TIONAL SPIRITUA.l. ASSEMBL.Y 

Dear Friends: 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

calls attention to the excerpts 
printed above, taken from a letter 
written on the Guardian's behalf by 
the Secretary. da tea. July 28, 1950. 
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This letter deals with a personal 
problem arising from the desire of 
a believer to be buried in her hus
band's plot in a religious cemetery. 
The answer defines the issue in the 
light of the Teachings, and will no 
doubt assist others in a similar stage 
of development. 

-NATIONAL SPmITUAL ASSEMBLY 

NINE-POINTED STAR 
FOR HEADSTONE 

The friends re<::all that in a recent 
issue of BAHA'i NEWS the Guardian's 
statement appeared in which Shoghi 
Effendi s aid We are not to use the 
symbol of the Greatest Name on 
markers for graves of believers. 

Now in the following cable, dated 
October 22, the Guardian approves 
the use of the nine-pointed star con· 
cerning which the NSA had written 
him: HApprove star for graves." 

The friends are free to act in the 
matter without further administra· 
tive action. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

THE HOME FRONT 
The American National Teaching 

Committee submitted a detailed re
port on the status of goal cities as of 
September 30. It wouid be helpful if 
every believer could study these fif
teen pages of factual information. 

Here are a few highlights: 
Virgin Goals: As of that date there 

were 22 cities having 5 or more 
Baha'is, 8 with four, 22 with three, 
40 with two, and 32 with Qne pioneer. 

Virgin Goals with no Bahci'is 
were: Fond du La c, Wis., Rich. 
mond, Va., Roanoke, Va., Staunton, 
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Va., Lorain, Ohio, Covington, Ky., 
Meridian, Miss., Galveston, Tex., 
(but three were en route), New Brit
ain' Conn., Augusta, Maine, Lewis
ton, Maine, Brockton, Mass., Fall 
River, Mass., Holyoke, Mass., Low
ell, Mass., New Bedford, Mass., 
Nashau, N.H., Cranston, R.I., Woon· 
socket, R.I., Burlington, Vt., Rut
land, Vt., Clifton, N.J., Albany, N.Y., 
Elmira, N.Y., Ithaca, N.Y., Troy, 
N.Y., Allentown, Pa., Lancaster, 
Pa., Harrisburg, Pa., Reading, Pa., 
Wilkesbarre. Pa., York, Pa., Bis
marck, N.D., Billings, Mont., Cor
vallis, Ore., Cheyenne, Wyo., (set
tler en route), Sheridan, Wyo., Mont
gomery, Ala., Prescott, Arizona. 

Dissolved Assemblies to be re
stored: Augusta, Ga., Burlingame, 
Calif., East Cleveland, Ohio, Toledo, 
Ohio, Montgomery Co., Md., EI Paso 
County, Colo., Glendale Judicial Dis
trict, Calif., Lansing, Mich., Geneva, 
N.Y., Brattleboro, Vt., North Au
gusta, So. Carolina, Greensboro, No. 
Carolina. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSL1\1BLY 

RECOGNITION OF 
BAHA'I HOLY DAYS 

The Baha'is of Aurora, Illinois, 
have received letters from the Su
perintendent of Schools and from the 
Secretary of the Board of Education 
stating that parents of BaM.'! chil
dren may request that the children 
be excused on Baha'i Holy Days. 

The Superintendent of Public 
Schools, Beverly, Massachusetts has 
granted the "privilege of dismissal," 
for observance of Baha'i Holy Days, 
to believers included in the list pre
pared by the local Assemhly and filed 
with the Superintendent. 

The letter reporting this to the N a· 
tional Spiritual Assemhly was dated 
November 4, 1954. 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL ASSSMBLY 
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WORLD RELIGION DAY 
LISTED BY UNITED STATES 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

The believers will be very interest
ed to learn that copies of the pam
phlet entitled Special Days, Weeks 
and Months, 1955, in which World 
Religion Day is listed, can be ob
tained. The publication is prepared 
and distributed by Domestic Distri
bution Department, Chamber of 
Commerce of the United States, 
Washington 6, D.C. 

On page 3, under January, World 
Religion Day is listed; and On page 
44 its Baha'i sponsorship is reported. 

To secure copies send order to 
Chamber of Commerce as above~ 
10 copies at 25c each; 50 copies at 
20c each; over 50 at 15c each. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 

A daily paper published in the 
Canary Islands refers to Mrs. 
George True as a "North American 
enamoured of this island, its dress 
and its customs." 

The Illinois Agricultural Associa
tion, State Farm BUTeau Publication, 
used the April, 1948 front cover for 
a large picture of the Temple, being 
the 11th in their series of historical 
and picturesque Illinois cover sub
jects. The description given is fac
tual and accurate. 

The back cover of U,S. Steel News, 
October, 1954, carries a picture of 
the Temple set in a colored border 
with descriptive text entitled "Beau
ty in Concrete." While the emphasis 
is on the material employed in con
struction, the editorial comment is 
very favorable. 

The book review page of Wash
ington Post-Times-Herald, October 
3, refers to a new book in these 
terms: "Almost illustrative of one 
of the last pictures in the book
Baha'ists declaring the fundamen
tals of their belief that 'All prophets 
of God proclaim the same faith'
Harpers brings forth this week a pho· 
tographic survey of the religions of 
the world, Truth is One, by Henry 
James Forman and Roland Gam
mon." 

The Cleveland Plain Dealer, Sep
tember 26, carried a feature story 
on Eva Mae Barrow, High School 
teacher. 

The Asia Teaching Committee has 
received clippings, in Chinese, of 
articles written by a believer in For· 

mosa. One article, published May 
22, 1953, presented material on the 
Faith appearing in News Week of 
May 11, 1953. The other article was 
published December 15, 1953, on the 
history and principles of the Faith. 

An article in Blasdell Frontier 
Herald, Blasdell, Erie COWlty, N.Y., 
on September 2, described an inter
national gathering at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry E. Pringle. "The 
purpose of these meetings is to carry 
out one of the fundamental principles 
of the Baha'i World Faith-'There 
is but one race of people, the human 
race.' " 

The Evening Star, Washington, 
D.C., on September 6 ran the AP 
story about the pioneer settlement 
of Lewiston, Idaho, by Robert and 
Shirley Niss. 

"Baha'is In Israel" was. the title 
of an article appearing in The Jew
ish Independent, Cleveland, Ohio, on 
September 24. This article features 
the Shrine of the Bab. 

Under heading "Chicago's Seven 
Wonders," Chicago Sun-Times, Oc
tober 3, ran photographs of seven 
scenes or buildings, selected by sev
en distinguished citizens asked to 
"nominate 'seven wonders' of the 
area." The Baha'i House of Worship 
is included in the seven. 

'As an echo of the Evan ston Chris
tian Conference, it is interesting to 
note the following reference to the 
Faith in a letter written by a mem· 
ber of the Presbyterian Church of 
England, published in British. Week
ly, August 26, 1954: 

"One cannot be surprised that our 
Christian Churches are not as full 
as they might be if the spirit behind 
the Free Church of Scotland state
ment is accepted at its face value 
by men and women who do not sub
scribe to any faith, Nor can one 
wonder at the rapid growth in Chris
ti an COUll tries of the new Baha'i 
World Faith which is also gaining 
many adherents among the peoples 
of Asia and Africa. For that faith 
has as its motive force a burning 
belief in the Fatherhood of God, the 
brotherhood of aU men, of all creeds 
and races, and, here is the point, 
like the early Christian Church, it 
practices what it preaches. Perhaps, 
after all, this new Baha'i Faith is 
the answer to the apparently ir~ 

reparable disWlity of the Christian 
Church]" 

A biographical sketch of the late 
Basil Taylor published in the Wash-
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ington Post-Times-Herald on Sep
tember 2, refers to him as "one 
of the cOWltry's leading authorities 
in mosaic concrete work." Mr. Tay
lor. in charge of the work on the 
exterior ornamentation of the Tem
ple under the contract executed with 
Mr. Earley, died late in August. 

A book entitled Not As a StrangeT, 
by Martin Thompson, published by 
Scribner. carries a brief reference 
to the Faith on page 47, of a dispar
aging character. 

A pamphlet on Your Religious 
ActiVities, published at Wayne Uni
versity. lists the Baha'i Club under 
"Campus Religious Organizations," 
with this description: "The world· 
wide Baha'i C1ub consists of Baha'is 
(believers of the Baha'i World Faith) 
and those interested in its universal 
principles." 
S(Jcia!demokraten~ Copenhag en, 

April 17, 1954, covered the Baha'i 
Regional Conference of Scandinavia, 
presented a brief outline of the teach
ings, and used a photograph of 'Ab
du'l-Baha unfortunately presented 
as Shoghi Effendi. 

The Conference was also written 
up by another Copenhagen paper, 
Nationaltidende, on April 17. This 
s tory ran a photo of seven of thE" 
Baha'i Conference leaders. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AssEMBLY 

TENTH PIONEER REPORT 
The National Spiritual assembly of 

the Baha'is of the United States is 
happy to announce the arrival of the 
following pioneers at their posts in 
World Crusade goal areas. 

ARRlv ALB IN VIRGIN AREAS 

Mr. and Mrs. DeWitt Clifford Hay
wood, Jr" with their children, Carol 
Joy and Ann Marie, arrived in 
Agana, Guam, Mariana Islands, 
October 11, 1954. 

A.muv ALS IN CONSOLIDATION AREAs 
Mrs. Rachel Maria Foster arrived 

in Guadalajara, Mexico, March 15, 
1954. 

Mrs. Emma L. Lawrence arrived 
in Golfito, Costa Rica, September 2, 
1954. 

Mrs. Else Norden arrived in Sew
ard, Alaska, September 2, 1954. 

Mrs. Rose Perkal arrived in An
chorage, Alaska, September 3, 1954. 
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Miss Lotus Grace Petersen arrived 
in Helsinki, Finland, September 21, 
1954. 

Mr, and Mrs. Charles C. Howard 
arrived in Mexico D.F., September 
24, 1954. 

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Y. Seto ar
rived in Kowloon, Hong Kong. Octo
ber 1, 1954. 

Mrs. Mabel Amidon arrived in An
chorage, Alaska, October 2, 1954. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert L. Reimholz 
arrived in Capetown, Union of South 
Africa, October 10, 1954. 

FRANKFURT CONFERENCE 
In the Conference c ailed by the 

Hands of the Cause of God in Eu
rope, held at the national Ha~iratu'l
Quds of the German Baha'is in 
Frankfurt, October 1st to 3rd, 1954, 
aU who were privileged to attend 
were enriched by witnessing the 
birth of a new phase of tmified ac
tivity amongst aU the institutions of 
the Faith and the believers of Eu
rope. He arts were stirred to 
realize that in this historic meeting, 
two great powers flowing from the 
Covenant of God-the one through 
the National Spiritual Assemblies at 
W1lrk in Europe, the other through 
the Hands of the Cause of God and 
their Auxiliary Board-met and 
were fused in the common task 
created by our beloved Guardian's 
mighty vision of the Ten-Year Cru
sade. 

The Conference was called to
gether by the four Hands of the 
Cause of God in Europe. It was their 
first meeting with the Auxiliary 
Board and the first opportunity for 
consultation between the Hands and 
the National Spiritual Assemblies. 
Our dear and honored Hand of the 
Cause, Mr. George Townshend, was 
prevented by illness from attending, 
but his spirit, which had already 
been active and successful in his 
work throughout the British Isles, 
was felt by us all. At the head of 
our conference tables, shedding a 
beneficent and luminous spirit on 
our proceedings, reflecting to us like 
mirrors so many aspects of the heart 
of our beloved Guardian, sat the dis
tinguished Hands of the Cause Dr. 
UgQ Giachery, Dr. Hermann Gross. 
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First All-European Conference of Hands of the Cause with the AuxIIla.ry Board for 
Europe, held io Frankfurt am Main, Germany, October 1 - 3~ 1954. The Hands 01 the 
Cause seated at the head table are, left to right: Dr. Hermalm Grossma.nn

J 
Dr. Ugo 

Giacbery and Dr. Adelbert MublscNegel. This picture was taken in the Assembly 
Room of the Ha.ziratu'I-Quds of the Baha,'is of Germany and Austria. 

411111111111UUUlllllllllillmllllllllllillUIIIIIIUIIIII1111IIIIIIIIIII11111111nlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllliliIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIllIfUllllllllll'!LIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII'I~JIIIIILlIII 

mann, and Dr. Adelbert Mi.ihlschle
gel, who jointly presided over our 
consultations through the chairman .. 
ship of Dr. Giachery. 

The official delegates sat at two 
long tables joining this head table. 
There were eight of the nine mem
bers of the Auxiliary Board, who had 
been appointed last Ric;lvim in this 
very rOOm. There were the official 
representatives of four of the five 
National Spiritual Ass em b lie s 
charged with responsibility in the 
European fie 1 d. and seventeen 
N.S.A. members in ali, one from the 
United States, eight from Germany, 
five from the Italo-Swiss N.S.A., and 
three from the British Isles, The 
Conference was especially grateful 
for the participation of the Ameri
can N.S.A. representative, Miss 
Edna True. The European Teach
ing Committees of the four N.S.A.'s 
were also represented, as well as 
several National Teaching Commit
tees. Including a few unofficial ob
servers, the Conference numbered 
just under thirty. with believers 
present from nine countries. 

From the start we were conscious 
that this Conference-the first Eu
ropean Conference assembled in 
Frankfurt, the "heart" of Europe, 
meeting in the first national 
Ha?,iratu'l-Quds of Europe, and vis
iting the site of the first European 
Ma®riqu'l-A<;!bkar at the foot of the 
Taunus hills~marked the opening of 
a new stage of growth for the Eu
ropean Baha'i Community. It was in
deed a thrilling moment in Baha'i 
history which set all our hearts 
Hsinging and swinging," to borrow 
the delightful phrase of Dr. Miih!
schlegel. And he reminded us in his 
opening remarks before our work 

began that "we are placed by Provi
dence in this age, this day, this con
tinent, this Conference. So, over
whelmed by thankfulness for the 
bounty of Baha'u'Uiih, we shall take 
up our tools and work like masons, 
obedient, thankful, humble, and 
filled with the love of mankind." 
This was in truth the spirit of the 
Conference, which enabled us to 
seek out and find the means of coop
eration between so many agencies 
of the Cause, all working in one 
field, and all henceforth to feel them
selves as brothers sharing one cher
ished task. It was this spirit which, 
no doubt, attracted as a blessing to 
our sessions the spirit of tulity in 
such measure as words can never 
describe. And this unity was in turn 
crowned with joy. As our Chairman 
said on the last day, "It is really a 
time for rejoicing ... for these last 
few days have made possible the 
most wonderful understanding of our 
common problems." 

The first day of the Conference 
was devoted almost entirely to a 
detailed consultation on the way in 
which the Hands of the Cause and 
their Auxiliary Board might best co
operate with the N a tiona! Spiritual 
As s em blies and their Teaching Com
mittees. In their travels and letters 
the members of the Board were 
asked to explain to the friends the 
understanding which the Conference 
had gained of our Guardian's in
structions on this matter. Recom
mendations were sent to the five 
N.S.A.'s to suggest the fullest inter
change of knowledge of conditions 
and plans for the growth of the Faith. 

Great attention was also paid to 
the functions of Board members, and 
many suggestions were set down for 
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The &rst BaluVi l(Toap of Macao, and friends. at B meeUD.I' with Mr. and Mrs. 
Anthony Y. Seto, of Hong Kong. China. 
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their guidance. The Conference real
ized that the Board is in fact a new 
reservoir of energy and encourage
ment for local communities and in
di vidual believers, and everything 
possible was done to clarify the 
members' tasks and invite their ac
tivity. Experiences shared by Dr. 
Grossmann from his recent travels 
in Britain pOinted a way for Board 
members in their relations with the 
friends. 

The Conference then spent most 
of two days examining each goal of 
the second phase of the Ten-Year 
Crusade. Reports were made by the 
N.S.A.'s on progress within their 
areas of responsibility, methods of 
work were compared, and prayerful 
thought was given to ways of in
creasing the tempo of achievement. 
This part of the Conference was full 
of interest and mutual help, as it 
brought to bear on many problems 
the vision and experience of many 
workers throughout Europe. This in
terchange of ideas will surely have 
fruit, and the desire to find a tran
scending unity of policy in the Euro
pean field was evident. Cooperation 
in the dispersal of news, the publica
tion and distribution of literature, the 
contribution of funds for the mani
fold activities of the Faith,-in these 
and many other fields the results of 
the Conference should be seen in 
years to come. The first tangible op
portWli ty of cooperation was opened 
by the Conference, in its c all to the 
European friends to unite on the eve 
of the Birth of the Bab in a continent
wide prayer for the removal of diffi
culties in purchasing the Temple 
lands and l:Ia~iratu'l-Quds, which are 
goals of the Ten-Year Crusade in 
Europe_ 

One of the most urgent discussions 
centered around the need of the Con
tinental Fund, established by the 
Guardian to "facilitate the discharge 
of the functions>! assigned to the 
Board. As yet almost no contribu
tions have been received except 
from the beloved Guardian and two 
or three other contributors. Inspired 
by the vision of the new' impetus 
which the Hands of the Cause and 
their Auxiliary Board are ready to 
bring to the tasks of the Crusade, 
the Conference gave anxious thought 
to the fact that, without funds, the 
work of the Hands and the Board 
will indeed be paralyzed_ Believing 
that this new strength needs only 
to be demonstrated, in order to win 
the generous support of the friends, 
the Conference called upon N.S.A. 
and Board members alike to waken 
the friends to the need of the Con
tinental Fund_ Part and parcel of 
this discussion was the consciousness 
that the Crusade depends upon the 
unified and unstinting support of all 
the friends, for the various Ftmds 
"are the life-blood of the Community 
and work cannot be carried forward 
W1less the life-blood is constantly cir
culating." The Conference hoped 
that the delegates might carry back 
to their home commtmities a new 
vision of this vital and urgent 
matter. 

There were, in addition to these 
consultations, t h r e e memorable 
events. Our prayers on the site of 
the Masbriqu'l-A<fukar, beautifully 
placed on high ground with the City 
of Frankfurt at its feet and a lovely 
semi-circle of high hills opposite, 
filled our eyes with a picture of the 
future. In the Unity Feast, a ban
quet exquisitely prepared and served 
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by our dear German friends, we 
were fed on the elixir of unity and 
joy, the spirit of this wonderful Con~ 
ference. Words from Edith Horn 
first pioneer to Frankfurt, were ~ 
highlight of this radiant night. Final
ly, we met on the last afternoon 
with many German believers in a 
Devotional Program - eighty of us 
in all - which crowned these thrill
ing days and deepened our gratitude 
and dedication. We knew our soli
darity with these dear friends, who 
had shown us such loving hospitality, 
and we were reluctant to leave our 
home in the Ha~iratu'l-Quds. Yet we 
knew we should never leave in spirit, 
but would go forth into the world, 
as the Hands counselled us, joyous 
to take on our shoulders the tasks 
of the Ten-Year Crusade, conscious 
that the whole world is like the 
J:j:a:;:iratu'l-Quds and that we move 
through it with a new sense of wor~ 
ship, service, and love for all man-
kind. -MAlUON HOFMAN 

Member of Auxiliary 
Board jar Europe 

ITALY-SWITZERLAND 
The !talo-Swiss Joint Summer 

School was held September 17-24 in 
Bex les Bains in Switzerlaq,d, and 
was attended by as many as 75 
friends_ Dr_ Ugo R. Giachery, Hand 
of the Cause, discussed the Ten-Year 
Crusade, and Prof. Zeine-Zeine of 
Beirut lectured on the Kitab-i-Iqan_ 
For these sessions all the friends 
were together. Smaller groups, by 
language, were formed for study of 
Baha'i Administration. 

NATIONAL LIBRARY 
COMMITTEE 

A new policy has been outlined by 
the National Spiritual Assembly for 
the National Library Committee this 
year: Owing to lack of funds, the 
Committee cannot, itself, place books 
in libraries, but urges assemblies, 
groups, and individuals to undertake 
this activity themselves. This is an 
important teaching service, which 
ought to be carried out locally. The 
Committee is ready to give advice 
wherever it is needed. 

We urge the Baha'is throughout the 
country to become patrons of the 
libraries in their home towns and to 
draw out Baha'i books regularly. 
This is important, because, unless 
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the, Baha'i books circulate, librar
ians are reluctant to fill their shelves 
with them. Keep the books circu· 
lating and add new ones from time 
to time. If your assembly is spon
soring a goal city t make friends with 
the librarian and see that a lew well
chosen introductory books are on 
her shelves. Books in ha rd covers 
should always be selected. It is diffi
cult for libraries to handle paper
covered books. 

The following is a list of books 
specially recommended for public li
braries by this Committee. 

A. Introductory books, for libraries 
in cities where the Faith is little 
known: 

1. Pans Talks, 'Abdu'l-Baha 
2. Some Answered Questions, 'Abdu'!

Baha 
3. Bahti'u'Uah and the New Era, 'Abdu'l

Baha 
4, The Heart of th.e Gospel, George 

Townshend 
5. The S~en of the Temple, Allen Mc

Daniel 
6, Portals to Freedom, Howard Ives 
7. Thi.s E aTth One Country, Emeric Sala 

(if reprinted: not presently available) 
8. The Divine Art of Living, Baha.'u'llah 

and 'Abdu'l-Baha (Compilation) 
9. The Baha', World (Any recent volume) 

B. Books for libraries which already 
have introductory books on the 
Faith: 

1. Gleanings [Tom the Writings of Bahd
'u'-Udh 

2. God Passes By, Shoghi Effendi 
3. The Promise of AU Ages, George 

Townshend 
4. Mysticism, Science and Revdation. 

Dr, Glenn Shook 
Non::: The BaM', World Faith. bas not been 
included in this list because it contains 
passages meant only for BahA'is, which, 
unless one knows their background, seem to 
contradict more g~eral Teachings. 

When you have given a book to a 
library, please notify this Committee 
so that we can keep our files up to 
date. 

The friends are reminded that 
some libraries are willing to arrange 
displays for World Religion Day. 
However, since these libraries rep
resent the whole public, they should 
not be expected to give special prom
inence to anyone faith. Baha'is 
should be content if only a modest 
part of such an exhibit is devoted 
to Baha'i books. 

It is to be hoped that Area Teach· 
ing Committees and those responsi. 
bI.,. for the agendas of State Con
ventions will make a place in their 
programs for the discussion of li
brary activity, especially in goal 
cities. 

The Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Nasbville, Tennessee, newly incorporated 

In April, 1954. 

We appreciate very much letters 
which have been received reporting 
gifts to libraries, even though we 
may not be able to answer them 
individual1y unless they contain 
questions to be answered or ask for 
advice. We shall be glad to help 
wherever we can. 

-NATIONAL LIBRARY COMMI'lTEE 
Miss Flora Emily Hottes, Sec'y, 

406 West Iowa, 
Urbana. nlinois 

Dr, Garreta Busey, Chairman. 
sn3 West Elm street. 
Urbana. nlinois 

ARE YOU AN 
EXPERIENCED 

architect 
ci viI engineer 
construction engineer 
safety inspector 
fire prevention inspector 
junior high school teacher 
school superintendent 
soil conservationist 
general statistician 
training supervisor 
personnel technician 
business administrator 
tabulating machine operator 
clerk-stenographer 
court reporter 
electronic engineer 

and under 55 years of age? If 
so, why not try to get a job in 
one of the World Crusade COWl

tries in the Pacific? For more 
information, write to: 

Asia Teaching Committee, 
112 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, TIlinois 

BAHA'I YOUTH 
The Band'i Youth Bulletin reports 

Baha'i activity on the campuses of 
the University of North Carolina, 
Arizona University, Wayne Univer
sity, Washington University and 
Stanford University. Frequel1tly car
ried on by two or three devoted 
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youth, the work in these centers of 
learning ranges from personal con. 
tact, particularly with foreign stu
dents, to public meetings. Several 
universities have recognized a 
Baha'i Club as an accepted campus 
organization and Baha'i students as 
leaders in vital religious activity. 

In Denver, six Baha'i youth intro
duced the Faith to a non-denomina_ 
tional religious group of college-age 
Negroes and laid plans to spend a 
week·end at Temerity Baha'i School 
with some thirty of these new 
friends for the purpose of studying 
the Teachings of the Baha'i Faith 
more deeply. 

The National Bah~'i Youth Com
mittee requests that all Baha'i youth 
(ages 15 to 21), young adults and as
sembly secretaries who are not now 
receiving the Baha'i Youth. Bulletin 
write to: 

National Baha'i youth Committee 
Box 1053 
Stanford, California 

AREA CONFERENCES 
Reports gathered from Area 

Teaching Committee Bulletins indi
cate that Area Conferences are stim
ulating new activity toward the ful
filling of the goals 01 the World Cru
sade. 

Nine conferences held in the 
Southwestern Area during October 
were well attended. An interchange 
of information on employment and 
housing possibilities in goal cities, 
the need for settlers, teaching 
among Negro and Indian populations, 
were among the subjects for consul. 
tation. A suggestion was made that 
Area Conferences be scheduled in 
the smaller communities, to give the 
support and prestige of such a gath
ering to groups building toward as
sembly status. 

Northwestern Area Conferences, 
held at Eugene and Astoria, Oregon, 
were reported as "very successful." 

A high attendance was reported 
for the Area Teaching Conferenee of 
the South Central States. 

A twCKiay Central Atlantic States 
Area Conference held in Charleston, 
West Virginia, culminated in a pub
lic meeting which aroused new in
terest in the Faith. In the Central 
Atlantic area, conferences have been 
scheduled for November 20, in Wash
ington, D.C. and January 15, in 
Greensboro, North Carolina. 

More than 120 believers from SOlDe 
50 cities and towns in 10 states at-
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tended the East Central States Area 
Teaching Conference held at Louhel
en Baha'i School. The last of Octo· 
ber another conference was held at 
Muskegon, Michigan. 

A report gleaned, like this one, 
from limited sources cannot show 
the full scale of activity, yet there 
are indications that these successes 
are being duplicated throughout the 
country. 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
The Elmhurst, Illinois, Baha'i As

sembly reports: 
l'On September 26 a Town Meet

ing of the Air, sponsored by the 
United Nations Committee of Lom
bard, Illinois, was held in Elmhurst, 
with Trygve Lie as speaker. The 
back of the program also listed the 
Bahii.'! World Faith as one of the 
sponsors. Several Baha'is of this 
area attended this meeting. At the 
reception which followed, a repre
sentative of the Baha'is presented 
Trygve Lie with Baha'i literature 
which he gracefully accepted." 

The Crusade Committee of the 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
New York City reports that more 
than 25 Baha'IS have dispersed from 
New York since Rigvan, 1954. 

Baha'is of Great Falls, Helena, 
Butte and Missoula, Montana held a 
Montana Teaching Conference in 
Helena. The book Faith in Action 
was studied, section by section. 

Two pioneer 5 in Warren, Ohio, the 
only Baha'is for some miles around, 
wanted a Teaching Conference in 
their town. They invited Baha'is in 
Eastern Ohio to meet in Warren at 
the Y.W.C.A. Many came and a suc· 
cessful conference resulted. Excel
lent publicity was given in the local 
paper. Hot lunch was served. Chil
dren were cared for. "The thorough. 
ness of preparation and attention to 
details has not been surpassed in 
large communities ... and here just 
two Baha'is did it," said the East 
Central States Area Teaching Bulle
tin. 

PROGRESS IN HOME 
FRONT GOALS 

Eleven months ago, according to 
the Stockton Baha'i Bulletin, there 
were no Baha'is in that California 
city. Today, nine members carryon 
activities which include at least two 
regular weekly firesides, a children's 
class, public meetings and the ob
servance of a full Baha'i calendar. 
This goal city, the responsibility of 
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Believers gathered for study of the Gua.rdlan's message, "American Baha'is iD the 
Time of World Peril". al a Southwestern Area Teacblng Conference in Phoenl%,. 

Arizona. 
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the Berkeley, California, Baha'i As
sembly looks confidently toward the 
establishment of an assembly next 
RiQ-van. 

The GuUstates Crews aider reports 
that Forth Worth, Texas, a virgin 
goal city a few months ago, now has 
eight members, half of whom be
came Baha'is in Fort Worth. The 
Crewsaider also reports that Galves
ton, another virgin goal, now has a 
small group established. 

The Northwestern Area Teaching 
Committee bulletin carries the news 
of the establishment of a Baha'i 
group in the virgin goal city of Mis
soula, Montana. 

News of progress in the achieve
ment of home front objectives can 
be shared with the Baba'i world if 
communities will report their activi
ties in furtherance of the World Cru
sade promptly to BAHA'f NEWS. 

BAHA'I EXHIBITS 
AT STATE FAIRS 

The Baha'i booth sponsored by the 
Sacramento Spiritual Assembly at 
the California State Fair was award~ 
ed a grand prize by unanimous de
cision of the judges. Fifty-<me ex
hibits of church, educational and 
non-profit professional nature were 
judged in this group. The plaque 
awarded, a 9 x 12 inch piece of black 
walnut to which is attached a pol
ished brass plate, is engraved: "For 
Structural Beauty and Outstanding 
Educational Exhibit, California State 
Fair, 1954, to The Baha'! World 
Faith . ., 

During the Fair, many visitors to 
this outstanding booth signed the 

Guest Register and over 1800 pieces 
of literature were given out. 

The Baha'! project at the New 
York State Fair held in Syracuse, 
September 4-11, made it possible to 
reach 1,500,000 people. Attendance 
at the Fair, the largest in its history, 
reached some 450,000. During the 
eight days, approximately 200,000 
people passed the Baha'i exhibit and 
were familiarized with the name 
Bahd'i and its goal. Paid advertising 
appeared in four newspapers with 
some 400,000 circulation. These pa· 
pers also carried publicity about the 
Baha'i Faith, the booth and those 
who helped to staff it. A TV inter
view which showed a model of the 
Baha'i House of Worship in Wilmette, 
brought information on the Baha'i 
purpose and prinCiples to an audi
ence of 500,000. 

To make this coordinated procla
mation effort possible, forty-one 
friends and seven Baha'i communi
ies gave enthusiastic cooperation. 
Plans for the 1955 exhibit are al
ready being made. 

In Boise, Idaho, Ada County and 
Boise Baha'is united to sponsor a 
booth at the Western Idaho State 
Fair. Total attendance at the Fair 
was estimated at 100,000. Literature 
was distributed freely at the Baha'; 
exhibit, which was designed to pre
sent the idea of Progressive Revela
tion CUlminating in the Baha'i prin
ciples. 

NEWSPAPER MENTION 
OF THE BAHA'I FAITH 

In Alaska, the Anchorage DaUy 
News printed, almost in its entirety, 
the National Spiritual Assembly's re-



BAHA'I NEWS 

lease on the H-Bomb under a three
column headline "H-Bomb Repre
sents Spiritual Crisis Says Baha'i As
sembly." The same newspaper fea~ 
tured a story "Baha'i Faith Mem
bers Observe Proclamation Day" un
der a five-colurnn head. 

Associated Press dispatches from 
Edmonton, Canada, were printed in 
the Anchorage Times and the An
chorage News, annotulcing the com
ing of a Baha'i pioneer to Alaska and 
telling of his speaking to BaM.'i 
communities. 

The Delaware State News of 
Dover, Delaware, has given regular 
space up to 8 column inches for 
Baha'i announcements on the church 
page. This is used for regular pres
entation of the Baha'i principles as 
well as for announcements of meet
ings. 

One month's publicity in the Flint 
Journat, the Flint News-Advertiser, 
the Davison Index, the Genesee 
County Herald, the Ow0880 Argus 
Press, the Clio Messenger and the 
Flushing Observer, tolalled 51 col
umn inches according to the Flint, 
MiChigan, Bah .. 'i Assembly. 

The Pasadena (Calif.) Independent 
carried a two-column story on the 
Baha'i program presented in that 
city in connection with United N a
lions Week. 

DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS 
AT HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Baha'i House of Worship at 
Wilmette, Illinois is dedicated to the 
Unity of God, the Unity of His 
Prophets, the Unity of Mankind. In 
this spirit, public worship is con
ducted each Sunday at 3:30 P.M. in 
the auditorium. Readers at these de
votional programs include Baha'is 
and guests, Choral selections are by 
lhe Baha'i House of Worship A Cap
pella Choir. 

The programs for the month of 
November follow. 

The readings for November 7 are 
the same as those presented on 
July 4. 

Order of Devotions-November 14t 

1954 
The Word oj God is tike unto a tri!e: its 

p[anting ground mtLSt bo!? thi! hearts oj the 
people. 

-Baha'u'llah 
CHORAL SELECTION 

o Wisdom I Spirit Df the Holy God-T. 
Tertius Noble 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers and Meditations, IV, p. 6 
Gleanings, p, 97; CI, p. 206; XCIX, p. 200 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Psahn 19 

NEW TESTAMENT 
.John 1 :1-5; 14;1·)7 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Teach Me, 0 Lord-Thomas Attwooo. 

QUR'AN 
Sura III;2f»...29 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, p. 186, pp, 303·304. 
pp, 2:94.2%, 28&-297 
Prayers and Meditations, II, p, 4 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Bow Down Thine Ear, 0 Lord-Haydn 
Morgan 

The readings for November 21 are 
the same as those presented on 
May 16. 

The readings for November 28 are 
the same as those presented on 
April 25. 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 

Challenge to Chaos: The Mission of 
the Baha'i Faith. By Horace Holley. 
Talk given at Baha'i Temple in 
Foundation Hall for delegates to 
World Council of Churches, planned 
to give the Baha'i solution to funda
mental religious questions involved 
in the World Council proceedings. 
Shows the plan of religious revela
tion through the ages and the pur
pose of the experience through which 
mankind is passing today. 24-page, 
small, standard size pamphlet. 

(minimum order) 10 copies ... $ .50 
100 copies ... $4.00 

Baha'i Calendar, 1955. Illustrated 
with a world map, depicting the 
movement of the pioneers. Shows the 
territories opened before the begin
ning of the World Crusade in green 
(for growth), and the territories 
opened since in red (for sacrifice). A 
colorful graphic account of 
achievement. Feast Days and Holy 
Days are in color and other essen
tial information pertaining to Nine· 
teen Day Feast, Fast Days~ days on 
which work should be suspended, on 
back of calendar. Black, red and 
green on white, 9 x 12. 

Each ......................... $ .25 
5 copies ............ ' ......... $1.00 

American Baha'is in the Time of 
World Peril, Outline. Prepared by 
Mrs. Beatrice Ashton. An analysis 
of the Guardian's stirring message 
of July 28, 1954, prepared in outline 
form for group and individual study. 
A brief, concise presentation, ar
ranged to develop the main theme 
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of the message in relation to its com
ponent elements, 8 pages, mimeo
graphed, 8¥.. x 11 inches. 

Per copy ................... $ .20 
6 copies .................... $1.00 

NOTICE 
If your order represents a change 

of librarian or a change of address, 
be S'U7'e to specify this. 

Please address all inquiries and or
ders for publishing items to: 

Baha'i Publishing Committee 
110 Linden Avenue 

Wilmette, Illinois 

FEASTS 
December 12, Masa'il, Questions 
December 31, Sbaraf, Honor 
January 19, Sultan, Sovereignty 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
December 10, 11, 12 
January 7, 8, 9 
BAHA'i HOUSE OF WORSHIP 
Visitin g hours 

Weekdays and Saturdays: 
1:00 P.M.---4:00 P.M. 
(the Auditorium only will be 

open) 
Sundays: 10:30 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 
(the entire building will be open) 

Service of Worship: Sunday at 3:30 
P.M., lasting until 4:15 (No guid
ed tours will be conducted dur
ing the program of worship.) 

Nation.1 B.hon Address .. 

NATION At. BAHA'i ADMINISTRATIVE 

HE.ru::!QUARTmS: 

536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

NA'l'lONAL TREASURER: 

112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make checks Paya.bJe to: 
Nationa.l Bahi.'i Fund 

BAHA'f PUBLISHING COMMrrrEE: 

110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

BAHA'i N:ews: 
Editorial Office: 

110 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Llilnois 

Subscription and 
change of address: 

112 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Illinois 
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~IGloTY be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid·servant have gathered under 
the shadow of Thy mercy and they 
are united through Thy favor and 
geneTosity. 

-BAHA'VLI.AH 

Berkeley. California-Miss Marlene Mc
Ginnis to Mr. Charles COnlell, J"uly 
10, 19M. 

Portland, Oregon-Mrs. Dorothy Sanford 
Wilson to Mr. William Marshall Beau
monte, July 31, 195-4. 

Brussels, Belgium-Miss Francine Nys 
to Mr. Benjamin Levy, September 18, 
19M. 

San Diego, California-Miss Muriel Still
son to Mr. Pery Falcao, September 19, 
1954. 

Topeka, Kansas-Mrs. Doreene Holliday 
to Mr. Charles E. Brown. (date not 
reported) 

"Death pro1!ereth unto every con
fident believer the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
bearer oj gladness. It conjeTreth the 
gift of eveT~asting life." 

-B.A.HA'U'LLAH 
Mrs. Alice Baker 

Santa Barbara. California 
July 13, 1954 

Mrs. Anna Becker 
Bellerose, Long Island, New York 
September 20, 1954 

Mrs. Anna Eldridge 
Lincoln Park, Michigan 
September 22, 1954 

DECEM BEl, 19 54 

Mrs. Marie Bauks 
Phoenix, Arizona 
September 26, 1954 

Mr. F'rederick M. Hall 
North Hollywood, California 
September 26, 1954 

Mrs. Gertrude M. Hough 
Monrovia, California 
October 4, 1954 

Mrs. Helen O. Kissam Keeler 
Asbury Park, New Jersey 
October 19, 1954 

Mr. Willard Pelton 
Lawton, Michigan 
October 19, 1954. 

Mrs. Frank Chant 
Marlboro, New Hampshire 
October 20, 1954 

Mr. Louis Ally 
Santa Barbara, California 
(date not reported) 

Dr. (Mrs.) Jessie A. Parish 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 
(date not reported) 

BAHA'I DIRECTORY CHANGES AND ADDITIONS 
N.&XlDNAL TBACHlNG 

Area Teaching Committees 
New England States 

Mr. Nicholas Peters 

North Atlantic States 
Mr. Benjamin Kaufman 
Mr. Gordon Thomas 
Miss Ellen Weintrobe 
Mr. Kenneth Kalantar 

Central States 
Mr. Lawrence Hautz (delete, pioneering) 
Mrs. Doris Holley 

BahA'i Inter·Racial Teaching 
Miss Lydia J. Martin, Secy., 2392 East 40th St., 
Cleveland, Ohio 

PROCLAMATION 

Baha'i Press Service 
All correspondence for the Baha'i Press Service 
should be sent to 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois, beginning January I, 1955. 

CoNSOLIDATION 

National Youth 
Miss Marsha Wolcott (delete, pioneering) 
Mr. Nasrollah Rassekh 
Mrs. Valerie Rassekh 
Miss Eloise Mitchell 

SERVICE 

Annual and State Conventions 
Annual Convention Planning Committee 

Mr. Lawrence Hautz (delete, pioneering) 
Mr. Charles Wolcott 

AssEMBLY SECRETARIES 

Colorado 
Denver: Mrs. Barbara Jackson, 1925 Glencoe Street 

Georgia 
Atlanta: Miss Doris Ebbert, 2835 Cascade Road, S.W. 

Illinois 
Chicago: Mr. Larry Kramer, 4865 S. Lake Park Ave., 
Chicago 15 
Danville: Mrs. Juliette Buford, 1031 Oak Street 

New Jersey 
Jersey City: Mrs. June Shapiro, P.O. Box 495, Journal 
Square Station, Jersey City 6 

New York (West) 
Binghamton: Mrs. Betsy J. Richards, 42 Lincoln 
Avenue 
Rochester: Miss Elizabeth Brooks, 49 Rowley St., 
Zone 7 

Wisconsin 
Waukeshaw: Mrs. Pauline Hettmansperger, 134 West 
Broadway 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reportinl' 
:current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
'Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies of 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the tenth day of the month 
preceding the date of issue 10r which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1954--1955: Mrs. ElUlice Braun, Man
aging Editor: Mr. David Ned Blackmer, Assistant Editor; Mrs. Beatrice Ashton, Miss Edna True. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois. U.S.A. 
Change of Address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wihnette. Illinois, U.S.A. 
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"I HAIL, WITH FEELINGS 
OF THANKFULNESS" 

A Me.sage From The Guardian 
I hail, with feelings of thankfulness 

and relief, the signature, on the eve 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha's ascension, of a con
tract for the immediate expropria
tion, by the Israeli Finance Minis
ter 1 on the recommendation of the 
Mayor of the City of Haifa, of a 
thirteen-hundred meter plot, owned 
by the sister of Fareed, notorious 
enemy of the Center of Baha'u'llah's 
Covenant. This historic act paves the 
way for the early transfer of the title 
deed of this plot by the State of 
Israel to the Baha'i Community, now 
engaged in establishing and consoli
dating its World Administrative Cen
ter in the Holy Land. 

The truculence, greed and obsti· 
nacy, of this breaker of the Cove
nant of Baha'u'llah, demonstrated by 
her persistent refusal to sell and by 
the exorbitant price subsequently de
manded, raised, during more than 
thirty years, an almost insurmotUlt
able obstacle to the acquisition of an 
area which, however circumscribed, 
occupies a central position amidst 
the extensive Baha'i domains in the 
heart of God's Holy Mountain, is 
situated in the vicinity of the Bab's 
Sepulcher, overlooks the Tomb of the 
Greatest Holy Leaf, and adjoins the 
resting-places of the Brother and the 
Mother of 'Abdu'l-Baha, and which, 
through deliberate neglect, has been 
allowed to become an eyesore to all 
those who throng the embellished 
precincts of a Mausoleum rightly re
garded as the second holiest Shrine 
in the Baha'i world. 

The ownership of this plot will now 
enable us to locate the site, exca
vate the foundations, and erect the 
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structure, of the International Baha'i 
Archives, designed by the Hand of 
the Cause, Mason Remey, President 
of the International Baha'i Council, 
which will serve as the permanent 
and befitting repository for the 
priceless and numerous relics asso
ciated with the Twin Founders of the 
Faith, with the Perfect Exemplar of 
its teachings and with its heroes, 
saints and martyrs, and the building 
of which cons ti tutes one of the fore
most objectives of the Ten-Year 
Plan. 

The raiSing of this Edifice will in 
turn her aId the construction, in the 
courSe of successive epochs of the 
Formative Age of the Faith, of 
several other structures, which will 
serve as the administrative seats of 
such divinely appointed institutions 
as the Guardianship, the Hands of 
the Cause, and the Universal House 
of Justice. These Edifices will, in the 
shape of a far-fllUlg arc, and follow
ing a harmonizing style of architec
ture, surround the resting-places of 
the Greatest Holy Leaf, ranking as 
foremost among the members of her 
sex in the Baha'i Dispensation, of 
her Brother, offered up as a ransom 
by Baha'u'lliih for the quickening of 
the world and its unification, and of 
their Mother, proclaimed by Him to 
be His chosen "consort in all the 
worlds of God tr. The ultimate com
pletion of this stupendous under
taking will mark the culmination of 
the development of a world-wide 
divinely - appointed Administrative 
Order whose beginnings may be 
traced as far back as the concluding 
years of the Heroic Age of the Faith. 

This vast and irresistible process, 
unexampled in the spiritual history 
of mankind, and which will synchro
nize with two no less significant 
developments - the establishment 
of the Lesser Peace and the evolu
tion of Baha'i national and local 
institutions - the one outside and 
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the other wi thin the B aha' i world -
will a ttam its final consummation, 
in the Golden Age of the Faith, 
through the raising of the standard 
of the Most Great Peace, and the 
emergence, in the plenitude of its 
power and glory, of the focal Center 
of the agencies constituting the 
World Order of Baha'u'llith. The final 
establishment of this seat of the 
future Baha1i World Commonwealth 
will signalize at once the procla
mation of the sovereignty of the 
FOllilder of our Faith and the advent 
of the Kingdom of the Father 
repeatedly lauded and promised by 
Jesus Christ. 

This World Order will, in turn, in 
the course of successive Dispensa
tions of the Baha'i Cycle, yield its 
fairest fruit through the birth and 
flowering of a civilization, diyinely. 
inspired, unique in its features, 
world-embracing in its scope, and 
fundamentally spiritual in its char~ 
acter - a. civilization destined as it 
unfolds to derive its initial impulse 
from the spirit animating the very 
institutions whiCh, in their embry
onic state, are now stirring in the 
womb of the present Formative Age 
of the Faith. 

Advise share this message with 
the Hands of the Cause and the 
members of the National Spiritual 
Assemblies throughout the Baha'i 
world. 

N ovem ber 27, 11154 
COMMENTARY: NATIONAL- SPIRITUAL ASSEMBL-Y 

Beloved Friends: 
A wave of joyous gratitude will 

sweep across the Baha'i World when 
Baha'is read and meditate on the 
beloved Guardian's Message of No
vember 27. reproduced above. 

Every believer will understand and 
appreciate how much it means to the 
Guardian to be able at last to secure 
for the Faith this particular piece 
of land in Haifa. First, it represents 
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by action of the Israeli government 
a victory over a Covenant-breaker 
whose stubbornness has deprived the 
Faith of a small area occupying so 
important a position in the Baha'i 
holdings on Mount Carmel. Second, 
it enables the Guardian to proceed 
with his plans to construct the Inter
national Baha'i Archives - Hone of 
the foremost objectives of the Ten
Year Plan." 

And third, it prepares the way for 
the raising of the other structures 
needed to complete the World Center 
of the Faith, thus enabling believers 
to foresee the tremendous enlarge
ment of the Guardian's facilities to 
achieve the final success of the 
world mission of the Faith of God. 

Events that take place at the 
World Center are unique - far 
above the influence of events taking 
place in any other part of the Baha 'j 
World. Therefore this victory has 
ultimate significance beyond our 
ability to comprehend today. 

Let w, in this blessed hour of a 
divinely-given victory, show our 
gratitude in deeds and not merely in 
words. 

-NA'l"lDNAL SPmrruAL ASSEMBLY 

WORLD RELIGION DAY 
Observance of World ReligiOn Day 

on the third Sunday of January, 
established in 1950 by the National 
Spiritual Assembly as an annu~1 
Baha'i event~ will take place thIS 

year on January 16, 1955. Alw.ays an 
effective means of contact WIth the 
public, press and radio, it ~ssumes 
even more importance thIS year 
because of the official recognition 
given it by the United States 
Chamber of Commerce in its book
let, Special Days, Weeks and 
Months. 

Every Assembly and g:ouP. is 
urged to observe this occasIon. ~rth 
a public meeting, local pubhc~ty, 
advertising, radio programs, fIr.e
sides, displays, or some other befIt· 
ting program. . 

The Baha~i Press SerVIce has 
issued a national press release to 
newspaper wire services and ~eature 
syndicates. It is also s endmg to 
Assembly and group press repre
sentatives a copy of that release, a 
suggested local news release, and 
suggested advertisements. 

Also available from Baha'i Press 
Service are scripts and tape record
ings. "A World Religion" is an inter
view program for two voices, while 
"Birth of World Religion" is for one 
voice. 

"The aim of World Religion Day," 
says the release from Baha'i Press 
Service, "is to provide a sound 
fouodation of hope that the God of 
mankind has not ceased to reveal 
His love and guidance to humanity 
in its time of direst need," and to 
proclaim that "religion is not dead
it is reborn in the Baha'i revelation, 
with its world-unifying spirit and 
majestic World Plan for the redemp
tion of a stricken society." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

The workers at the headquarters 
in Wilmette would like to request the 
friends in addressing letters to the 
Nation~l Spiritual Assembly, to in
clude their full address in the letter 
itself, and not merely write it out on 
the envelope. 

Much valuable time will be saved 
if this very general business practice 
is maintained. 

-NATIONAL SPrRrruAL ASSEM:BLY 

NEW DELHI SITE PURCHASED 
FOR HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Bahd~i News BuHetin issued 
by the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of India, PakIstan and 
Burma announces the purchase of 
the site for Ma"griqu'I-A<!bkar, 
southeast of New Delhi, the capital 
of India, in the district of Bahapur. 
This site, inspected by most of the 
Hands of the Cawe who attended the 
Fourth Intercontinental Conference 
and later approved by the Guardian, 
comprises about 74,000 square yards 
situated on a height overlooking 
parts of Old as well as New Delhi. 

"Pur" in Hindi indicates the local
ity belonging to some cert~in pe:so~ 
or name. It is an interestmg comel
dence that this site is located in a 
district which, from ancient times, 
has been called °Bahapur". 

The transaction, concluded Sep
tember 19, fulfills yet another goal 
of the Ten Year Crusade. 
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LONDON HAZIRATU'L-QUDS 
The acquisition of a building at 27. 

Rutland Gate, in the City of West
minster, adjoining Knightsbridge, 
London, has successfully terminated 
a long, trying search for premises 
suitable for a I;Ia~iratu'l-Quds. Owing 
to the good condition of the building 
it was found possible to arrange for 
occupation in late December~ and for 
a dedication service early in Janu
ary. 1955. to coincide with the winter 
Teaching Conference. 

This report from Great Britain 
closes as follows: 

"The inspiration and impetus 
which the spiritual forces released 
on this historic occasion, are ex
pected to exert a profolUld effect on 
the achievement of the other goals 
still before us." 

PIONEER LEITERS 
The following reports from Na

tional Committees dealing with pio
neer work in the World Crusade are 
given in order to share with all be
lievers some of the details in the un
foldment of this great plan. 

Excerpt. from Pioneer Letters 
to the 

Asia Teaching CommiHee 
The Asia Teaching Committee is 

happy to share these excerpts with 
the friends, showing the progress 
and uofoldment of the Wo rid Cru
sade in the Pacific and Southeast 
Asia. 

GILBERT ISLANDS 
From James Barrett, Secy, I Asia 

Teaching Committee, Panama 
Canal Zone. 

September 26, 1954. "With regard to 
the Fernies, it was a happy moment 
for this committee to be able to re
port the inel usion of the first Gilber. 
tese B aha 'i into the Faith on 1 June, 
1954. This historic event took place 
on Abaiang Is., and as a conse
quence, the Baha'i group there now 
totals three. 

"In addition, the Fernies notified 
us of their inten Hon to open a school 
on Abaiang Island as a result of a 
petition of the native chiefs, who 
have long felt the need of a school 
open to all natives, irrespective of 
whether they be Catholic, Protestant 
or 'Pagan'. The Fernies applied for 
official permission from the Gover
nor and although word has not been 
rec~ived as to the final result, cir· 
cumstances have led us to believe 
that all is now in order. Conse-
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quently, this committee sent % ton 
of used Canal Zone text books via 
Suva and recently received a charm
ing letter from the Baha'is there that 
they were anticipating the arrival of 
the ship transporting these, and were 
making plans for their forwarding to 
Abaiang," 
KOREA 
From William H. Maxwell, J r" 

Seoul, Korea. 
November 3, 1954. Bill sends copies 
of "announcements tl sent in Octo
ber to Baha'is that "The Baha'is 
serving with the US army in Korea 
in unity with the Baha'is of Korea 
will celebrate the Birth of Baha
'u'lliih, the Founder of the Baha 'f 
World Faith, on November 12, 1954, 
in Seoul. Korea." In addition there 
were to be general consultation and 
public meetings, in which all Baha'is 
would participa te, and readings from 
the Writings of Baha'u'llah were to 
be read in Japanese by Mr. Sang· 
Soon Oh, Korea's leading poet. 

A letter dated N ovem ber 16 re
ports that the Commemoration was 
an outstanding success. Five Ameri
cans and four Koreans participated. 
The group of youth who he ard the 
public address were so eager to 
speak with the Americans that they 
found themselves carrying on two or 
three conversations at the same 
time. But the greatest joy, as re
ported in Bill's letter, was the dis
covery that Mr. Sang-Soon Oh is a 
Baha'i. This Bill did not know when 
he was assigned to find him and ask 
him to read at the public meeting. 
On introducing himself to this great 
man as a Baha'i, Mr. Sang-Soon Oh. 
with the greatest emphasis, re
sponded: urm a Baha'i!" 

Thirty-one years ago Mr. Sang
Soon Oh had learned of the Faith 
from Agnes Alexander and, although 
he had not in all these years met 
another Baha'I, this has been his 
faith. He and Bill talked for more 
than an hour while dignitaries bowed 
and paid their respect to the poet. 
With what joy he must have read 
the Words of Baha.'u'llah at the meet· 
ing! 

And now, Bill writes, another 
meeting is planned for December 25 
when all the Korean Baha'is, the 
American Baha'is, and interested 
friends will again offer the heal
ing Words of Baha'u'llah to these suf
fering peoples. Translation of some 
of the Writings in Kore an is virtually 
completed and Mr. Sang-Soon Oh has 
offered to assist in the final revision. 

The first selection frGnl Ute Writings €If 
Bah;i.'u'ltab to be translated into the 
CherGkee languag-e. It reads: 

Bles.sed i8 the spot~ and the Mrue, and' 
the place, and the city, anti the heart., and 
the mountain, and 'he refuge, and rAe 
cave, and the fJalley, ami 'he land, and 
the .seG, and the island, and the meadOlD 
where the mention of God ha,h been 

made and Hi. prabe glorified. 

This is the opening quotation In ... pa.m
phlet HA New Day Comes" cGmpiled lor 
transla lion into Cherokee and also 
printed in English IGr teaching amGng 
English~speakiDg American Indians. The 
transIa.lion into Cherokee, done by Moses 
Ow] and Ben Bushybead, both Cherokee 
indians from Cherokee, North Ca.rollna, 
with the belp of the Baha'i pioneer on 
the Cherokee Reserva.tion., Mrs. Ethel 

Murray. js now completed. 
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CANADA 
Progress in Teac.hing 

Bahci'i News of Canada reports a 
general progress in teaching activi
ties throughout that country. The 
observance of United Nations Day, 
increased circulation of Baha'i books 
through the Public Libraries, the 
work of university groups as well 
as numerous fireside and public 
meetings attest the vitality of the 
teaching work. London, Toronto, 
Kingston, Winnipeg, Ottawa, Vic
toria, Georgetown, Milliken, Scar
borough, Copper Cliff and Peter
borough are among the centers 
reporting new contacts for the Faith. 

J 

Teaching among the Eskimos and 
Indians continues. This has been 
going forward for several years in 
Saskatchewan. At Shannonville, On
tario, a Baha'i family finds many 
ways to reach the residents of the 
near-by reservation through commu
nity activities. On Hudson Bay in far 
northern Quebec, a Baha'i is teach~ 
ing at Fort George, in a school for 
Indi an and Eskimo children. The 
recent appointment of a Canadian 
pioneer to a new post in the Depart
ment of Northern Affairs opens new 
opportunities for service to the Eski
mos and for teaching the Faith. 

Beaulac Conference 
The Quebec Regional Teaching 

Conference is holding a Winter Ses
sion at Beaulac from December 26 
to January 2. Courses by three 
Baha'i speakers, discussion and buzz 
sessions, together with winter sports 
are on the weeklong program. 

Maritime Fan Conference 
The Maritime Fall Conference, 

held at Charlottetown, Prince Ed. 
ward Island, was keyed to the theme 
"Augmenting the Dynamic Spirit in 
the Ten Year Crusade." Reports 
from assemblies, groups and iso
la ted believers throughout the Mari
time Provinces and consultation on 
means for bringing thought and faith 
into the realm of action resulted in 
an animated exchange of views. The 
Conference closed with a devotional 
evening held at Vernon Bridge. 

GERMANY 
The Bah .. 'r Temple Site in Eschbom 
Despite many reports and state-

ments appearing in the press 
throughout West Germany regard
ing the proposed erection of a Baha'i 
Temple in Eschborn, land for which 
was purchased in July, 1954, the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
BaM'is of Germany and Austria 
observed silence and watched devel
opments. 

In September, through the Press 
and Radio Committee of that insti
tution, an official statement of posi
tion was sent to press and radio 
representatives. After reviewing the 
events making a statement neces
sary and giving a brief overview of 
Baha'i history and teachings, the 
committee's communique says: 

"We do not seek to establish this 
World Order through war and strife, 
but seek, rather, to establish it by 
spiritual means through the develop-
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ment of our institutions peacefully, 
through the laying aside of all preju
dice and through trusting consulta
tion. One command of Bahci'u'llah to 
His followers is to be loyal to every 
just government and never to take 
part in any seditious activity against 
such a government. The projected 
Temple structure, whose nine doors 
are open to all, is the symbol of the 
spiritual oneness of all mankind. In 
it the Word of God as written in all 
the Holy Scriptures will be given to 
the world without comment, sermon 
or ceremony, and without a paid 
clergy. This House of Worship is one 
step on the road to freedom and the 
New World Order. In this sense we 
also participate through delegates in 
the non·governmental organizations 
of the United Nations. 

"We would like to ask Christians 
ot all denominations in our country 
to take to heart the words in the 
New Testament: 'Test everything 
and retain that which is good,' and 
we beg also that all people of good 
will, independently and without 
prejudice, will search out the indi
visible truth and will earnestly in
vestigate the guiding Message of 
Saha 'u 'lliih." 

JAPAN 
Mr. Tokujiro Torii, Vice Principal 

of the Kyoto School for the Blind, 
was chosen last spring from among 
more than 100,000 blind in Japan to 
represent them at three conferences 
in Europe. Mr. TorU, the second be
liever in Japan to accept the Faith, 
was thus able to visit Baha'i centers 
in India, 'Iraq and Europe. It was 
through Mr. Torii's efforts that 
Baha'i literature, including Bahri
'u'Uah and the New ETa~ was pub
lished in Japanese Braille. 

UNITED STATES 
AFRICA TEACHING 
COMMITIEE 

Eleven New Assemblies 
Needed in Africa 

by April, 1955 

With time now growing so short in 
which to fulfill our 0 blig a lions to 
form new. assemblies in Africa by 
next April, we wish to remind the 
friends again, as we did in the re
port to the State Conventions, that 
pioneers who can go to Mrica on a 
self-sustaining basis are desperately 
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Dancing of Ute Winnebago Indians at Ma.cy, Nebraska, a three-day ceremony in 
which the Baha'i pioneer was invited to participa.te. 
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needed. We are responsible for the 
formation of eleven new assemblies 
by April. Can we once again give 
this matter earnest and prayerful 
consideration? Read again the 
Guardian's challenging message in 
November BAHA'i NEWS and see what 
each of us can do to help bring into 
being the great plan of Baha'u'IJa.h 
for the future. 

If you can go immediately On this 
basis, please get in touch with: 

The U.S. Africa Teaching 
Committee 

Sylvia Parmalee, Secy. 
4700 47th Street, N.W. 
Washington 16, D.C. 

PIONEERS NEEDED 
Baha'i pioneers are especially 

.j needed in the following places 
in the Western Hemisphere

Nome, Alaska 
Hawaii 

(on an unsettled island) 
Martinique 
Ecuador 
Baha'is interested in going to 

the Hawaiian post or Marti· 
nique should have a private in
come, as work is not available. 

Potential pioneers to any of 
the foregoing places should 
write to: 

Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin, 
Executive Secretary 

Western Hemisphere Teach
ing Committee 

73 College Road West 
Princeton, New Jersey 

AMERICAN INDIAN 
SERVICE COMMITIEE 

First Sioux Enrollment 
The American Indian Service Com

mittee reports the enrollment of 
Mrs. Mary Louise Swift Eagle, of 
Fort Totten, North Dakota) who is, 
to the Committee's best knowledge, 
the first Sioux Indian to accept the 
Faith. It is hoped that the step taken 
by Mrs. Swift Eagle, a Carlisle Col
lege graduate, will mark the begin. 
ning of a wide recognition of Baha
'u'llah by the Sioux. 

BAHA'I PRESS SERVICE 
The Birthday of B.h,s'u'lI.>h 

Reports from Baha'i communities) 
received by the Baha'i Press Serv· 
ice through the first week of Decem
ber t show that news of the observ
ance of the Birthday of Baha'u'llah 
was published in 88 newspapers in 
71 cities of the United States, with 
a total circulation of over 7,500,000, 
and more than 480 column-inches of 
information. 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
Truth Is One, by Henry James For

man and Roland Gammon, "The 
Story of the World's Great Living 
Religions in Pictures and Text, n 

deals with the religions of mankind 
in the spirit of unity. The various 
faiths are briefly but sympathetic
ally described. Published by Harper 
& Brothers. New York. it is a beauti
fully illustrated volume. In this pag
eant of religion the Baha'i Faith is 



IAHA'I NIWS 

included, with reproduction of two 
photographs. 

Book-of-the-Month Club News for 
November, 1954, announces the se
lection of the book distributed in 
December-Song of the Sky, by Guy 
Murchie, a member of the American 
Baha'i Community. In it, Clifton 
Fadiman writes a report on Mr. 
Murchie's book which praises it 
highly. The News presents a brief 
sketch of the author and refers to 
him as a Baha'i. He is also pre
sented as a Baha'i in the publisher's 
pamphlet about the book, prepared 
for booksellers. 

Song of the Sky itself mentions 
Baha'u'UHh twice, and His name ap
pears in the index of the book. Mr. 
Murchie's work is in the °best 
seller" class, and the Faith is there
fore being brought to the attention 
of hundreds of thousands. 

The second selection of 100 contri
butions to Edward R. Murrow's ra
dio program This I Believe has been 
published by Simon and Schuster, 
New York. The contributors include 
such well known persons as Bernard 
Baruch, Ralph J. Bunche, Sir 
Charles Darwin, Paul H. Douglas 
and Arnold J. Toynbee. It is gratify
ing to report that the script pre
sented by Mr. Robert B. Powers, 
American Baha'i, is included in this 
volume. Mr. Powers quotes from 
five Sacred Scriptures, inc1ud. 
ing Baha'i. 

Fate Magazine for January, 1955, 
contains a reprint of one of the Mas
ter's talks in Some Answered Ques
tions under the title " 'Abdu'l-Baha 
Discusses Reincarnation." On the 
first page of this the editors printed 
a picture of the Baha'i House of Wor
ship. 

Land Reborn, bimonthly magazine 
on the Holy Land published by Amer
ican Christian Palestine Committee, 
New York, has in its October, 1954, 
issue a full page on "Baha'i - the 
fourth religion" (Le., of Israel). 
This is a very sympathetic and 
appreciative statement, illustrated 
by a photo of a portion of Haifa as 
seen through one of the gates of the 
Baha'i Gardens. 

Social Whirl, a weekly published 
in New York, contains an ar:ticle on 
the Faith introduced by a statement 
about Mr. Frank Sawyer of the local 
Babit'i community, illustrated with a 
photo of Mr. Sawyer and a photo of 
a Baha'i fireside group of inter-racial 
character. "Having no color line or 

The Spiriina.l Assembly 0' the Bahi'is of 
GreenWich. Connectlcut~ newly lncor~ 

rated in Aprll, 1954. 
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racial segregation in this faith, peo
ple of all races find equality with 
each other because they are equal 
before God." 

Rotarian Magazine for December 
1954, under "Personalia," has an 
item about Mr. Leroy Ioas, member 
of Rotary International. which refers 
to him as one of the four Hands of 
the Cause residing in Haifa and Sec
retary-General _of the International 
B aha 'i COlUlcil. 

Mystic Magazine, October. 1954, 
illustrates its front cover with a 
photo of the House of Worship re
ferred to as ~~symbol of the Oneness 
of Religion." 

General Motors publishes a house 
organ, Friends, distributed locally 
by Chevrolet dealers. The Decem
ber, 1954, number has a two-page 
spread featuring nine photos of dif
ferent churches, mosques, syna
gogues and temples. Among them 
we find an illustration of the Baha'i 
House of Worship, Hone of many 
faiths with small but dedicated 
membership." 

West Virginia State Magazine, 
September, 1954, ,jArchiteciural Is
sue/' features the Baha'i House of 
Worship in an article on 4'Services 
Rendered By a Landscape Archi
tect" by Carl Berg of Berg and Dahl, 
Landscape Architects. This interest
ing article mentions the landscape 
design made by Mr. Dahl and is 
illustrated by j'Baha'i Temple Gar
dens" and a ground plan of the 
landscape design. 

AREA TEACHING 
CONFERENCES 

The East Central States Area 
Teaching Bulletin reports participa
tion by seven different commlUlities 
in the last teaching conference held 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. A visiting Baha'i 
from Rotterdam, the Netherlands, 
also was present. 

I 

At a public meeting opening the 
Central States Area Teaching Con
ference in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
held November 20-21, Miss Arden 
Thur showed slides of India, Hong 
Kong and the Holy Land. 

One hundred participants at the 
Central States Area Teaching Con
ference held in Urbana, Illinois, con. 
suIted on practical steps in achiev~ 
ing home front goa1s. 

The Central Atlantic States Area 
Teaching Conference, held in Wash
ington, D.C., on November 20, beside 
proclamation of the Faith to students 
of Howard University (see p. 6) af
forded believers an opportunity for 
consultation on teaching problems 
with a member of the Auxiliary 
Board, Mr. William de Forge. 

Greensboro, North Carolina, an
nOlUlces plans for the Central Atlan
tic States Area Teaching Conference 
to be held there on Saturday and 
Sunday, January 15 and 16. 

The Gulfstate Crews aider gives 
news that the Fall Area Teaching 
Conference was held in five locali
ties, with the theme jjThe Ten-Year 
Crusade for a Better World." Con
sultation and discussion in all groups 
was reported as being specific and 
informative. 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
Anchorage, Alaska, reports that 

the Fund for building the Alaskan 
I:!a?iratu'l-Quds has passed the 
$2000.00 mark. 

In Birmingham, Alabama, a meet
ing of believers from the entire state 
was devoted to intensive study of the 
Guardian's message, j'American 
Baha'is in the Time of World Peril." 

At the I .. os Angeles, California, 
Baha'i Center a seminar was held on 
the HDeclaration of Trust and By
Laws". 

Sarasota, Florida, reports a tulique 
demonstration of the tuliversality of 
the Baha'i Faith. A man of Muslim 
origin, associated with a well·known 
Circus, died. All other religious bod
ies of Sarasota had refused the cir~ 
cus authorities their services in con
ducting the ftuleral. when the Baha'i 
heard of the situation and asked 
whether they might help. The author
ities accepted the offer gratefully. 
At a dignified funeral, attended by 
many people from the circus. Baha'is 
presented the story of the man~s 
background, the relation between the 
MuJ:>ammadan Faith and the Baha'i 
Faith and closed with prayers and 
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,readings from the Qur' an and the 
Baha'i Writings. Members of the Cir· 
cus who attended asked for copies 
of the program and detailed explana
tions of the significance of the Words 
read, to send to members of the 
troupe on tour. 

Students of Howard University, in 
Washington, D. C., making a tour of 
the national capitol, telephoned the 
Baha'i Center to ask whether they 
might attend a meeting on that day. 
They were welcomed at a session of 
the Central Atlantic States Area 
Teaching Conference, then in prog
ress. Baha'is at the Conference had 
to stand to make room for a contin
gent of some sixty students from this 
outstanding inter-racial university, 
to whom _the Message of the Baha'i 
Faith was -forcefully presented. 

INTER-RACIAL EVENTS 
Birmingham Public Meeting 

The Baha'i Inter-Racial Commit
tee, in cooperation with the Birming
ham, Alabama, Local Spiritual As
sembly, conducted a pubJic meeting 
on November 28. 

The subject was "Unity-The Key
note for Today". Dr. George Mitch
ell, Regional Director for the South· 
ern Regional Cotulcil on Race Rela
tions, as a non-Baha'i speaker, gave 
the economic and social aspect of the 
question. Mr. Ellsworth Blackwell, 
member -of the National Spiritual As
sembly and the Inter-Racial Commit
tee followed Dr. Mitchell's talk by 
present.ing th~ Baha'i view of the im
plications of unity. 

About a hundred people attended 
the meeting. 

NAACP - Baha'[ Cooperation 
Mr. U.. Simpson Tate, Special 

Counsel for"the Southwest Region of 
the National Association for the Ad· 
vancement of Colored People, spoke 
at a Baha'i public meeting in Albu
querque, New Mexico, on Novem ... 
ber 8. About 60 people attended the 
Albuquerque meeting which was 
also addressed by Muriel Ives Bar .. 
row, Baha'i of Santa Fe. Both the 
Bahil'i and non-Baha'i speaker spoke 
on the theme "The Most Challeng
ing Issue." 

Baha'is took part in the Third An
nual Convention of the New Mexico 
State Conference of Branches of the 
NAACP, held in Roswell, New Mex. 
ico. 

In New Mexico, Baha'is are coop
erating closely with this organiza-

Gral1geviUe, Idaho, Baha'i chUdren's 
grollP with Mrs. Florence Mayberry ~ 
member of the Auxiliary Board of the 

Hands of the Cause. 
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tion and some hold executive posts 
in its branches. This has led to op· 
portunities to present the Baha'i 
principles. At the Convention, at the 
request of the Conference President, 
the first business session was opened 
with the reading of a Baha'i prayer. 

Inter·Racial Work in Alaska 
At the invitation of the NAACP, 

Mr. Rex King presented a talk, 
"Let's Join the Human Race", in 
which he gave the Baha'i principle 
of the oneness of humanity. He 
shared the platform with a Negro 
Chaplain from Fort Richardson and 
officers of the NAACP, one of whom 
is a Baha'i. Regular firesides are 
held, with Negroes of the area at~ 

-tending. 

FROM AREA BULLETINS 
The following evidence of in

creased and sustained. teaching ac
tivity is an indication of response by 
the believers to the needs of the 
home front in the World Crusade. 

Public meetings, regular firesides, 
fellowship meetings, Baha'i observ~ 
ances, and inter-group activities are 
reported from Birmingham, Ala
bama; Anchorage, An{"horage Re~ 

cordiilg District) Juneau and Una
laska, A1aska; Flagstaff, Prescott 
and Tucson, Arizona; Little Rock and 
North Little Rock, Arkansas; Ante· 
lope Judicial District, Glendale Ju· 
dicial District, Healdsburg, Healds
burg Township, Huntington Park, 
Martinez, 1\:lenlo Park, J\,ionrovia, 
Oceanside, Pasadena, Redding, San 
Luis Obispo and Stockton, CaHfomia; 
\Vllmington, Delaware; Honolulu, 
Maui and Oahu, Hawaii; Ada County 
and Boise, Idaho; Aurora) and Quin~ 
cy, Illinois; Davenport, Iowa City, 
Manchester and Waterloo, Iowa; 
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Emporia and Wichita) Kansas; New 
Orleans, Louisiana; Ann Arbor, Da
vison, Flint) Grand Rapids, Kala
mazoo, Royal Oak and Royal Oak 
Township, Michigan; Jackson (out~ 
side), Mississippi; St. Joseph, Mis .. 
souri; Reno and Sparks, Nevada; 
Albuquerque, New Mexico; Greens
boro, North Carolina; Fort Worth, 
Galveston, San Antonio, Texas; Lo
gan and Ogden, Utah; Alexandria 
and Arlington, Virginia; Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin and Washington, D.C. 

The Southwestern Bahd'i Area 
BuUetin prints a resume of vital 
facts about goal cities in its area 
and invites prospective pioneers to 
write for more detailed information. 
The November issue covers the goal 
cities of Burlingame and Pomona, 
California. 

CHILD EDUCATION 
Los Angeles Bah .. ,[ School 

The Child Education Committee of 
the Local Assembly of Los Angeles, 
California, has regular classes for 
Nursery (under 3 years), 3 to 5-year
old, 6 to 8-year·old, and 9 to ll-year· 
old children~ as well as for Junior 
High School, High School, Young 
Adult and Adult groups. 

Albuquerque Children Visit 
Indian Pueblo 

As part of their regular program 
for the children's group~ the Albu
querque Children's Committee once 
a month takes the children as visi
tors to services of different churches 
and faiths. One of these visits was 
to an Indian pueblo. The children 
were warmly welcomed, and they 
played with and presented gifts of 
candy to the Indian children. Pic
tures were taken, with the permis
sion of the adults, and the entire 
group was invited to return. 

In addition to these two reports, 
the Healdsburg Township, Califor· 
nia, Baha'i Group has organized a 
class for children; the Anchorage~ 
Alaska, Assembly, in beginning its 
children's classes for the "Winter 
season, issued a special invitation, 
through the newspapers, to mem
bers of minority groups; and chil
dren's classes are being conducted 
by the Dallas, Texas, community 
regularly each Sunday morning. 

BAHA'I ON THE AIR 
Little Rock, Arkansas, reports the 

announcement of a public meeting 
over station KARK. KARK·TV 
showed 4~ minutes of slides by Mrs. 
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Margery McCormick and station 
KTHS interviewed Mrs. McCormick 
during her VIsit. 

In Stockton, California, local radio 
stations annotulced the public meet
ing sponsored by the Baha'is for 
United Nations Day and station 
KOVR-TV interviewed representa
tives of the Gold Coast, Switzerland 
and the United States about the 
Baha'i Faith. 

The first TV presentation of the 
Baha'i Faith in Butte, Montana, 
came when station KXLF-TV inter
viewed Mrs. Florence Mayberry 
about the Baha'i Message, as a part 
of the station's HWoman's Day" pro
gram. The next evening Mrs. May
berry spoke for 15 minutes on "The 
World's Greatest Force" over radio 
station KBOW. 

In Billings, Montana, station KBNY 
broadcast the Baha'i radio script 
ClWorld Religion and the Law of 
Love" on United Nations Day. 

A Baha'i, radio announcer in 
Greensboro, North Carolina, is able 
to make daily announcements of fire
sides and public meetings. On a reg· 
ular devotional program, Baha'i 
prayers are used. Also, 2O-second 
spot announcements on television are 
made, with telecards giving quota
tions from Baha'i Writings and the 
address and telephone number for 
fireside meetings. 

NATIONAL YOUTH 
COMMITTEE 

New headquarters for the National 
Youth Bulletin have been established 
in Knightsen, California. An excellent 
building has been made available 
and the name "National Baha'i 
Youth Committee", lettered on the 
window, has aroused sufficient inter
est to warrant holding monthly pub
lic meetings. 

Baha'i youth especially should note 
this new address. 

National Baha'i Youth Committee 
P.O. Box 146 
Knightsen, C aIifornia 

NATIONAL LIBRARY 
COMMITTEE 

All Assemblies, Groups and isolat
ed believers are asked to be sure to 
send notice to the Public Library 
Committee whenever books are 
placed in Public or other libraries. 
The address is; 

Public Library Committee 
Miss Flora Emily Hottes, Secy. 
406 West Iowa 
Urbana, Illinois 

TEMERITY BAHA'I SCHOOL 
Temerity Baha'i School near Col

orado Springs, Colorado, formerly 
International School, will have a 
four·week summer session beginning 
July 9 and ending August 5. Details 
of the program will be announced 
later in BAHA'f NEWS, but all who 
would like to receive a program 
s chedul e direct may write to: 

Mrs. Gladys Roberts, Secy. 
Temerity Baha'i School 
915 North Hancock St. 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

BAHA'I NEWS DEADLINE 
The first of the month preceding 

the month of issue has been set as 
the date when all matel'ial for BAHA'i 
NEWS should be reC'€'ived at the Edi
torial offices, 110 Linden Ave., Wil
mette, Ill. For example, news which 
is to appear in the February issue 
should reach this address by January 
1. This is done to meet a new sched
ule, planned so that BAHA'i NEWS 

may reach the believers as early as 
possible in each month. 

"STAR OF THE WEST" 
FOR HAIFA 

Believers who would like to con
tribute any of the following issues of 
Star of the West for the Haifa Li
brary are asked to send them to the 
Baha'i Publishing Committee. 

Vol. I, issues 3, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 
14, 15, 16, 18, 19; Vol. II, issues 1, 
2, 6, 18, 19; Vol. III, issues I, 4, 5, 
R. 14: Vol. IV. issUes 8, 10, 11: Vol. 
V, issue 18; Vol. VII, issue 2; Vol. 
XIV, issue 8; Vol. XXIII, issue 5; 
Vol. XXIV, issue 12. 

DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS AT 
HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Baha'i House of Worship at 
Wilmette, Illinois is dedicated to the 
Unity of God, the Unity of His 
Prophets, the Unity of Mankind. In 
this spirit. public worship is con
ducted each Sunday at 3:3() P.M. in 
the auditorium. Readers at these de
votional programs include Baha'is 
and guests. Choral selections are by 
the Baha'i House of Worship A Cap
pella Choir. 

The programs for the month of 
December follow. 

The readings for December 5 are 
the same as those presented on May 
23, 1954. 

The readings for December 12 ale 
the same as those presented on Au
gus t 8, 1954. 
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Order of Devotions-December 19, 
1954 

We testify that w1u!n He (JestLs) came into the 
wOTld, He shed the sp[e1tdor of His gLory UJX77I. 
aU ['re~ted things . .. Th.Tough. His power, born 
of almighty God, the eyes oj the bltnd were 
opened, and the soo[ of the si1t1\.er $a:nctifiro. 

-Baha'u'llAh 
CHORAL SELECTION 

ALmighty God at Our Fathers-Will James 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

UnIte the Hearts of Thy Servants (A Prayer 
of Ba.ha'u'lJ8.h); Gleanings, p. 78, p. 62; The 
PromLsed Day Is Come, p. 31 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Deuteronc-my 18:15; Isaiah 7:14; Mic-ah 5:2 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Break Forth. 0 Beauteous Heaven!y Ligfl:t--
Joharm Sebastian Bach 

NEW TESTAMENT 
John 1:1-14; Luke 2:1, 3-2CI 

QUR'AN 
Sura 3:40-44; Sura 2:254 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Today Ch4ist Is Born-Healey WiJlan 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
The Kitab-i-Iqan, pp. 64-65; Gleanings, pp. ..... 
Baha'i Prayers, p. 45 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Glory to God in the High.esf-Pergolesi 
The readings for December 26 are 

the same as those presented on Oc
to ber 17, 1954. 

DISCOUNT ON 
QUANTITY ORDERS 

Beginning January 1, 1955, the 10% 
discount allowed on literature orders 
of $10.00 and over (with excep
tion of NET items) will apply only to 
orders sent in by community librari
ans (either Group or Assembly), 
National, Area and Intercontinen
tal Teaching Committees, Summer 
Schools, and other National Commit· 
tees. There is one exception. A pio
neer, or isolated believer, who must 
carryon the teaching activity. en
tirely alone will qualify fori' the 
discount if his status is clearly in
dicated on the order. The purpose 
of the discount is to help commu
nities to build up their book distribu
tion service. This accumulated dis
count creates a r'working fund", 
enabling the librarian or book sales 
committee to pay bills promptly and 
also to keep a good supply of Baha'i 
literature available at aU times to 
members of the community. 

Any Baha'i community, however 
small, whether or not it has assem
bly status, can have a librarian. 
someone who is responsible for this 
service, and thus take advantage of 
the discount. It is therefore impor
tant that each community give at
tention to this. Recently the Nation
al Assembly sent a request to local 
communities, requesting them to ap
point a suitable and efficient Librar
ian (or Book Sales Committee) to 
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keep literature in stock and attrac
tively displayed in order to stimulate 
reading and sale of Baha'i material. 
Consistent effort in this direction 
will not only aid directly in attaining 
a World Crusade objective, the es
tablishing of a Baha 'f Publishing 
Trust, but also will greatly augment 
local teaching efforts. 

To secure your discount, pleas e 
give your status on all orders (com. 
munity librarian, personal, national 
committee, pioneer or isolated be· 
liever). 

If your order represents a change 
of librarian or a change of address, 
be sure to specify this. 

Please address all inquiries and or
ders for publishing items to: 

Baha'i Publishing Committee 
110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, illinois 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 
Challenge to Chaos: The Mission of 

the Baha'i Faith. By Horace Holley. 
Talk given at Baha'i Temple in 
Foundation Hall for delegates to 
World Council of Churches, planned 
to give the Baba.'i solution to funda
mental religious questions involved 
in the World Council proceedings. 
Shows the plan of religious revela
tion through the ages and the pur
pose of the experience through which 
mankind is passing today, 24·page, 
small, standard size pamphlet· 

(minimum order) 10 copies ... $ .50 
100 copies.,. $4.00 

Baha'i Calendar, 1955. illustrated 
with a world map, depicting the 
movement of the pioneers. Shows the 
territories opened before the begin
ning of the World Crusade in green 

(for growth), and the territories 
opened since in red (for sacrifice). A 
colorful graphic account of 
achievement. Feast Days and Holy 
Days are in color and other essen
tial information pertaining to Nine
teen Day Feast, Fast Days, days on 
which work should be suspended, on 
back of calendar. Black, red and 
green on white, 9 x 12. 

Each ......................... $ .25 
5 copies ...................... $1.00 

Out of Print 
Since the June, 1954, listing of out 

of print items, the following publica
tions have gone out of print and are 
no longer available: 

A Baha '{ Declaration of Human Obli-
gations and Rights 

Questions the World Is Asking 

Security for a Failing World (book) 

Three Daily Obligatory Prayers 

A School of World Religion 
World Order Unfolds 

I' Death proffereth unto every con
fident belie veT tILe cup that is life 
indeed. It bestowetlL joy and is the 
beaTeT of gladness. It conjeTTetlL tILe 
gift oj everlasting life." 

-BAliA'U'u.AH 
Miss Bernice Yvonne Best 

Allendale, South Carolina 
June 14. 1954 

Mr. Frederick R. Micke1son 
Camas, Washh:..gton 
June, 1954 

Mrs. Christine Monroe 
Seattle, Washington 
October 26, ]954 
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Mrs. Beth Shean Salden 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire 
October 27, 1954 

Mr. Carl Deppe, Sr. 
Phoenix, Arizona 
Octo bex 30, 1954 

Mrs. Heloise Wardell 
Seattle, Washington 
November 7 1954 

Mr. Grant Smith 
Seattle, Washington 
(date not reported) 

FEASTS 
January 19, Sul~a.n, Sovereignty 
February 7, Mulk, Dominion 

INTERCALARY DAYS 
Ayyam·i·Ha, February 26 through 

March 1 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
January 7,8,9 
February 11, 12, 13 

WORLD RELIGION DAY 
January 16, 1955 

BAHA'i HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

Visiting hours 
Weekdays and Saturdays: 

1:00 P.M.-4:00 P.M. 
(the Auditorium only will be 

open) 

Sundays: 10:30 A.M.--5:00 P.M. 
(the entire building will be open) 

Service of Worship: Sunday at 3 :30 
P.M., lasting until 4:15 (No guid
ed tours will be conducted during 
the program of worship.) 

BAHA'I DIRECTORY CHANGES AND ADDITIONS 
AsSEM:BLY SECRETARIES 

Puerto Rico 
Mrs. Barbara Barrett, Box 1869, San Juan 8, P.R. 

California (North) 
Berkeley: Miss Esther B. Linebaugh, 1242 Josephine 

Street, Zone 3 

California (South) 
Pasadena: Mrs. Katrina Valentine, 6O-A Grand Oaks 

Avenue, Zone 8 
New York (West) 

Hamburg Twp.: Mrs. Edith McLaren, Secy. pro tern, 
294 Clark Street 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans. news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies of 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in 'Wilmette on the first day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1954-1955: Mrs. EWlice Braun. 
Managing Editor; Mr. David Ned Blackmer, Assistant Editor; Mrs. Beatrice Ashton, Miss Edna True. 
Editorial OffiCe: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, IllinOis, U.S.A. 
Change of ad.dreas should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illillois, U.S.A. 
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"PRAYING PROGRESS 
HER SOUL" 

The following message was cabled 
to the National Spiritual Assembly 
on December 23, 1954, by the Guard
ian, concerning the passing of Mrs. 
Gertrude Struven: "Grieve news, 
praying progress her soul (in) King
dom." -SUOOHl 

TWO LETTERS FROM HAIFA 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

has chosen excerpts from two let
ters for publication in BAHA'i NEWS 

on account of their general interest 
and importance. The letters were 
written on behalf of the Guardi an by 
his Secretary and addressed on July 
17, 1951, and June 6, 1954, to Mr, Rex 
King. 

Love and Uniiy 
"The most important thing for the 

believers is, of course, to be united 
and to really love each other fOT 

the sake of God. (Otherwise it is 
not possible to love everyone). How
ever, if communities wait Wltil love 
and complete harmony are estab
lished before teaching, the teaching 
work will come to a standstill. Both 
sides must be cultivated; whilst ac
tively teaching the friends must 
themselves be taught and deepened 
in the spirit of the Faith, which 
brings love and unity." 

Baha'I Greeting 
,jThe Baha'is are free to greet 

each other with Allah-u-Abha when 
they meet, if they want to, but they 

BAHA'I YEAR III 

should avoid anything which to out
siders, in a western cOWltry, might 
seem like some strange Oriental 
password. We must be very firm on 
principles and laws, but very normal 
and na tur al in our ways, so as to 
attract strangers." 

P assa ge on Will and T e.ta ment 
"The statement in the Will of 

'Abdu'l-Baha* does not imply that 
the Hands of the Cause of God have 
been given the authority to overrule 
th~ Guardian. 'Abdu'l-Baha could not 
have provided for a conflict of au
thority in the Faith. This is obvious. 
in view of His own words, which 
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you will find on page 13 [po 11 of 1944 
U,S. edition] of the Will and Testa
ment of 'Abdu'l-Baha. 'The mighty 
stronghold shall remain impregnable 
and safe through obedience to him 
who is the guardian of the Cause of 
God. It is incumbent upon ... the 
Hands of the Caus e of God to show 
their obedience, submissiveness and 
subordination unto the guardian of 
the Cause of God, to turn unto him 
and be lowly before him. He that 
opposeth him hath opposed the True 
One,' etc. tp 

"The passage in the Master·s Will which pro
vides for the successor to the Guardian. in 
which reference Is made to the Hands of the 
Cause. 

THE CHALLENGE - SEVERE, INSISTENT, GLORIOUS 
Ames.age from the National Spiritual Assembly to the 1954 State Convention.s 

(published in response to requests from a number of state conventions) 

Beloved Friends: 
We are now in the second stage 

of the unfoldment of the World Cru
sade. Last year we were concentrat
ing upon the filling of vir gin goals
a call to the sense of heroism and 
sacrifice which has always distin
guished the followers of Baha'u'llah; 
and that call has been gloriously an
swered by Baha'is of East and West. 

Now the call is for massive 
achievements requiring the energy 
of the entire Baha'i Community; the 
purchase or construction of the first 
Temple dependency. a home for the 
aged; for the acquisition of Temple 
lands and for I:Ia~iras in many parts 
of the world. In addition we have 
the challenge of the home front, and 
large scale consolidation settlement 
in Latin Am erica, Europe an lands, 
Alaska and Hawaii, South and West 
Africa, and Japan, and the Philip
pine Islands, in addition to reinforc
ing the original pioneers in their vir
gin goals. 

There is nothing which the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly can add to 
the Guardian's insistent and glorious 
words concerning the achievements 
marking this second stage of the 
World Crusade. The focus has shift
ed from effort to understand what 
is to be done to effort to accomplish 
it. This movement from reason to 
will- distinguishes a spiritual Cru
sade, in that only the CalI of God 
can summon the necessary response 
consisting of complete sacrifice of 
fortune and of life. 

The present challenge is also se
vere in that we are now living in 
the world of peril which the Guard
ian disclosed to us in his recent in
comparable message to America. 
Indeed, as our hearts are yielded up 
in obedience to the Guardian's will, 
we recall a p ass age in the Writings 
of Baha'u'llah which hitherto has 
seemed not to be directed to Baha'is 
and others in our own time. 
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• 'We have a fixed time for you. 
o peoples. If ye fail, at the appoint
ed hour, to turn towards God, He, 
verily, will lay violent hold on you, 
and will cause grievous afflictions to 
assail you from every direction." 
(Gl. 214). 

The only effective manner to pre
sent Baha'u'IIa.h's Message to the 
world of humanity today, is by es
tablishing the Temples, the ~a~iras, 
the Temple dependency and the new 
National Spiritual Assemblies, in ad
dition to our customary mode of 
teaching through firesides, public 
lectures and the other facilities in 
which we are already trained. 

The massive public Baha'i achieve
ment alone can, in adequate meas
ure, break through the fatal spiritual 
torpor in which human society is 
nGW engulfed. For in carrying out 
on schedule the Guardian's Ten Year 
Plan we attain nearness to God and 
serVe with a power higher than our 
own. 

UArise, therefore, and, with the 
whole enthusiasm of your hearts, 
with all the eagerness of your souls, 
the full fervor of your will, and the 
concentrated efforts of your entire 
being, strive to attain the paradise 
of His presence ... " (Gl. 321). 

The World Crusade, beloved 
friends, is the R~velation of Baha-. 
'u'lhlh in the world of .action. Severe, 
insistent and glorious is our exist
ence in that world! 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

RECOGNITION OF 
BAHA'I HOLY DAYS 

The Superintendent of the Burbank 
Unified School District (Burbank, 
California) wrote the local Assem
bly on December 6, 1954, and stated 
that arrangements can be made con· 
cerning absences of Baha'i children 
from school on Baha'i Holy Days. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Baha'i. Look to the Future 

The teachings of Baha.'u'llah show 
~en how a just society-for all kinds 
of people-may be evolved. The 
growing Baha'i world community is 
a laboratory where the principles of 
Baha'u'llilh are being applied in hu
man relations, where the future insti
tutions of justice are taking shape, 
where· Baha'is are learning how to 
act justly and to develop methods for 
the just conduct of their own affairs. 

Baha'i World Vol. XI-Page 676. 

FEBRUARY, 1955 

Site of the future Mashrlqu']·Adhkar to be buUt iD the village of Eschbom, near 
Frankfurt, Germany 
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WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET - STATUS AS OF JANUARY I, 1955 
Dearly Beloved Friends: 

With a heart filled with gratitude, your National Assembly wishes to 
share with all of the friends who heeded our beloved Guardian's wishes as 
expressed in his stirring message of July 28, the encouraging results from 
contributions that have poured into the National Treasurer's Office from 
indiViduals, Groups and Local Assemblies during the month of December. 

Let us refresh ourselves with these words: "The heart of the Guardian 
cannot but leap with joy, and his mind derive fresh inspiration, at every 
evidence testifying to the response of the individual to his allotted task.' ~ 
"It is therefore imperative for the individual American believer ... to step 
fonvard, and dedicate their resources, their time. their very lives to a 
Cause of such transcendence that no human eye can even dimly perceive its 
glory. Let them resolve, instantly and tUlhesitatingly, to place, each accord-
ing to his circumstances, his share on the altar of Baha'i sacrifice 0, 

During December, the following con tri butions were received: 
From: Assemblies and Groups $13,836.09 

fndi viduals 36,718.76 
TempI e Fund 381. 60 
Shrine of the Bab Fund 31.60 
World Center Fund 17.00 
Shrine of Bab & Temple Landscaping 102.00 
Proceeds from Sales Committee 500.00 

From: Estate of Grace Proudfoot 
$51,587.05 

9,215.36 
TOTAL ........................ $60,892.43 

It is noteworthy that among the contributions received from "individ
uals" one Baha'i family contributed over $11,000.00 as an additional gener
ous and sacrificial donation which swelled their contributions thus far during 
this Baha'i Year to almost $19,000.00. 

As against total Budget requirements for the eight-month period from 
May 1, 1954 to January 1, 1955 of ................................ $320,000.00 
we have received a total of ....................................... 245,466.00 
representing a deficit for this eight-month period of ............ 74,534.00 
We will succeed in fulfilling our total Budget requirements of $475,000.00 if 
we are able to maintain the same level of contributions during the last four 
months of this Baha'i Year as in the month of December. 

As the miracles in our beloved Faith multiply throughout the far corners 
of the globe, let our hearts swell with pride and thanksgiving that the spirit 
of devotion and sacrifice being manifested by our heroic pioneers in far-<lff 
places is being matched on the home front by increased application to our 
appointed tasks, a greater awareness of the needs of our objectives, and a 
new spirit of generosity and sacrifice in meeting our financial goal. 

Faithfully yours, 
-NATIONAL SPmrruAL ASSEJ\.1BLY 
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TEACHING MISSIONS BY MEMBERS OF 
AUXILIARY BOARD 

town, Hamilton, St. Catherine, To
ronto, Forest Hill, North York, Scar
borough, Pickering, Oshawa; and 1n 
Michigan, Royal Oak, Detroit, Flint, 
Louhelen School, Lansing and Kala
mazoo. The cities visited in the 
States listed in October report were 
Sioux Falls, Omaha, Kansas City, 
Topeka, Oklahoma City, Wichita, 
Tulsa, Little Rock, St. Louis, Cedar 
Rapids, Des Moines, and Waterloo. 
She returns to Michigan in February 
to visit the remaining centers. In 
January and early February Mrs, 
McCormick visits cities of Alabama; 
Jackson, Mississippi; New Orleans, 
Louisiana; Houston, San Antonio, 
Austin, Dallas and Fort Worth, Tex· 
as. The centers in Indiana and Wis
consin are also to be visited this 
year. 

Second Report by American Hands 01 the Cause 

In the October, 1954, issue of 
BAHA'i NEWS the American Hands re~ 
ported on the teaching work carried 
out by the nine Auxiliary Board 
members since their appointment at 
Convention time. This report carries 
their schedules forward to January, 
1955, and includes missions definite
ly assigned to April. These extensive 
scbedules, planned to cover every 
community and many groups in Can
ada and the United States, and a 
selected list of centers in Central and 
South America, would be impossible 
without the generous budget assigned 
by the United States National Assem
bly, and the sacrifice made by Board 
members. 

The purpose of these visits is to 
re-emphasize basic Baha'i teachings 
and to encourage support of the 
goals of the World Crusade. Lack of 
space makes it impossible to pre
sent the many interesting and im
portant local engagements carried 
out. 

1. Rowland Estall has carried on 
weekend visits to centers in the 

CORRECTION 
Unfortunately, a typographical 

error occurred in the printing of 
the Guardian's communication 
of October I, 1954, in BAHA'I 
NEWS for November. The error 
occurs on page 2, second col
umn, between the sixth and sev
enth lines of the second para
graph, where two lines have 
been omitted. The following 
should be inserted, to follow the 
sixth line of second paragraph, 
center column: 

"which will from then on be 
designated as the National 
Spiritual Assem-" 

The first sentence of this sec
ond paragraph, second column, 
will then read: 

HAbyssinia, Libya, Eritrea, 
British, French and Italian 
Somaliland and Socotra Island 
will, as of RiQ.van of that same 
year, fall within the administra
tive jurisdiction of the Egyptian 
National Spiritual Assembly 
which will from then on be 
designated as the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of North-East Africa." 

Province of Quebec. Detailed report 
not yet received. 

2. William deForge has visited 
Rocky Mount, North Carolina; North 
Augusta, South Carolina; Augusta, 
Georgia; St. Augustine, Jacksonville, 
Orlando, Miami, Miami Beach, Key 
West, Florida; and on his return 
trip north has visited Greensboro, 
North Carolina and made a second 
visit to Rocky Mount. During Feb
ruary Mr. de Forge will carry out a 
mission taking him to Cuba, Jamai
ca, Haiti, Puerto Rico and St. 
Thomas. 

3. Florence Mayberry has made 
visits to Great Falls, Helena, Butte, 
and Missoula, Montana; Spokane, 
Washington; Lewiston, Grangeville, 
Boise and Ada County, Idaho; Pen
dleton, Oregon; Walla Walla, Pasco, 
Yakima, Wenatchee, Seattle, Taco
ma, Bremerton and Olympia, Wash
ington. Baha'i centers in Oregon and 
Northern California are to be visit
ed, including Reno and Sparks, Ne
vada. Missions are being arranged 
for her to visit Baha'i centers in Ari
zona and New Mexico, including EI 
Paso, Texas, in March, and Nevada, 
Utah, Colorado and Wyoming on her 
way to and from the National Con
vention. 

To the list of places visited by Mrs. 
Mayberry between early September 
and the middle of December these 
are also to be included; Kanloops, 
Salmon Arm, New Westminst"er and 
West Vancouver, B.C., Whitehorse, 
Yukon Territory; Saskatoon, Regina, 
Sask.; Brandon, Mimedosa, Winni
peg, st. James, Manitoba; Minne· 
apolis, St. Cloud, Minn, A total of 53 
centers has been covered. 

4. MaTgery McCormick has visited 
the following centers in Ontario: 
Forest, London, Ingersol, George-

5. Katherine McLaughHn is carry
ing out a mission during January and 
February which includes visits to 
centers in Venezuela, and such cen
ters in Colombia and other countries 
as are determined by consultation in 
Latin America. 

6. Dr. Sarah PereiTa is meeting 
with believers in West Virginia, Ten
nessee and Kentucky on weekend 
trips. Detailed schedule to be re
ported, 

7. Esteban Canales has been as
signed a mission involving intensive 
teaching work in Baha'I' centers of 
Mexico. 

8. Gayle Woolson has reported in
tensive teaching work in La Paz, 
Bolivia; G u a y a qui I, :a,iobamba, 
Quito, San Rafael, Ibarra and Ota
valo, Ecuador. 

9. Margot Worley has visited com
mlUlities in Chile, Paraguay and 
Brazil, assisting in their preparation 
for formation of National Spiritual 
Assemblies during the Ten Year 
Plan. 

-AMERICAN HANDS OF THE CAUSE" 

Corinne True 
Horace Holley 

Paul E, Haney 
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Wkal !JJ .JJappenin'] fa Ike Bakti'tJ? 
Talk given at Central States Area Conference, September 18, 1954 

By Horace Holley 
Dear Spiritual Friends: 

What is happening to the Baha'is? In order to attempt to deal with this 
vital question, let us take three different stages in the development of the 
Baha'i Community and see how, in these three stages, different conditions 
have become manifest until we find ourselves today in the most mysterious 
condition the world has ever seen. 

Years ago, while the Master was still in this world, I had occasion one 
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day to call on Roy Wilhelm, who had 
a little office down town in New York 
City, which for many years was 
practically the Baha'i Center of the 
United States. Roy was very excited 
on that occasion. He had received 
a Tablet from the Master and he 
handed to me the original Tablet to 
read, and I have never forgotten it. 
lt was reprinted on page 384 of the 
Baha'i World Faith. 

HAll the people of the world are, 
as thou dost observe, in the sleep of 
negligence. They have forgotten God 
altogether ... They are, like unto 
the loathsome worms, trying to lodge 
in the depth of the ground, while a 
single flood of rain sweeps all their 
nests and lodging away. Neverthe
less, they do not come to their 
senses. Where is the majesty of the 
Emperor of Russia? Where is the 
might of the German Emperor? 
Where is the greatness of the Em
peror of AUstria? In a short time all 
these palaces were turned into ruins 
and all these pretentious edifices 
underwent destruction. They left no 
fruit and no trace. save eternal 
ruin." 

That was during the years of the 
first world war, and the Master saw 
the end in the beginning, and through 
this Tablet He brought into the 
hearts of believers the realization 
that the basis of modern civilization 
had already been destroyed. 

About this time He revealed the 
following Tablet directly to the be
lievers: "If thou seekest to be in
toxicated with the cup of the Most 
Mighty Gift, cut thyself from the 
world and be quit of self and desire. 
Exert thyself night and day until spir
itual powers may penetrate thy heart 
and soul. Abandon the body and the 
material? until merciful powers may 
become manifest; because not until 
the soil is become pure will it develop 
through the heavenly bounty; not 
until the heart is purified, will the 
radiance of the Sun of Truth shine 
therein. I beg of God, that thou wilt 
day by day increase the purity of thy 
heart, the cheerfuiness of thy soul, 
the light of thy insight, and the 
search for Truth." 

In those two Tablets, revealed pos
sibly in the year 1919, we see the 
great contrast, the great abyss 
which has risen in this world be
tween the collapse of the old order 
and the peoples pertaining to the old 
order and the rise of the new crea
tion in the hearts of the Baha'is. 

That is our starting-point as we try 
to deal with this subject, "What is 
happening to the Baha'is?" 

All of us who have come into the 
Faith bring all that we have accu
mulated with us, of ideas, of impres
sions, of values, of emotions, of re
actions, of envies, of jealousies. 
everything that we happen to ha ve, 
we bring with us into the Cause of 
God. 

A certain number of people think 
that they are Baha'is when they can 
take a certain statement and say, 
"I believe this to be truth," but be
lief is no longer faith. There are 
other people who take a step farther, 
they are stronger in their personali
ties, they have conviction on what 
they believe, but conviction is only 
faith in action. A person of strong 
conviction can quite sincerely be 
convinced about things that are en
tirely wrong and useless; so when 
we meet sincere people, people of 
ardor, of strong conviction, we have 
to examine the values they are try
ing to express, and we never find 
that people who end in conviction 
have attained the essence of faith. 
Faith is not feeling; faith is not the 
ability to think ourselves from one 
world to another; faith is being re
born. It is the element of win in 
the human personality that has to 
be influenced and that is the last 
thing that we give up. We can 
change our feelings, we can change 
our ideas, but to give up our will 
is the miracle of human life. 

All of His life, the Ma ster t in His 
travels, His Tablets, was trying to 
confer upon us the realization of the 
necessity of giving up our wills and 
the way that we might succeed. So 
we had years in the development in 
the Baha'i commWlity from that 
time on, and then the Guardian came 
a few years later and we went 
through the discipline of establish
ing institutions, which delimited the 
power and the influence and the au
thori ty of the individual, Therefore, 
it was a time of discipline, and for 
a number of years a time of great 
confusion, because it was easier to 
go along by inertia the old path than 
to stop short and realize that God, 
Himself, had created these institu
tions for which we had no respect, 
because we didn't like four or five 
out of the nine elected in a given 
year; so we lost the meaning of in
stitutions as we contemplated per
sonalities. 

FEBRUARY, 1955 

The Guardian let this process go 
on for a certain length of time until 
October 8, 1952, when he wrote us 
a letter launching the world-embrac
ing spiritual crusade. He said, for 
example. "Hail with feelings of 
humble thankfulness and unbounded 
joy, opening of the Holy Year com
memorating the centenary of the 
rise of the Orb of Baha.'u'llah's most 
sublime Revelation, marking the 
consummation of the six thousand 
year cycle ushered in by Ada m, glo
rified by all past prophets and sealed 
with the blood of the Author of the 
Babl Dispensation." 

Then he went on to say i ihour 
propitious to proclaim to the entire 
Baha'i world the projected launch
ing on the occasion of the convoca
tion of the approaching Intercon
tinental Conferences on the four con
tinents of the globe the fate-laden, 
soul-s tirring, decade-long, wor ld-em
bracing Spiritual Crusade ... aim
ing at the immediate extension of 
BahA'u'llah's spiritual dominion as 
well as the eventual establishment 
of the structure of His administra
tive order in all remaining Sovereign 
States, and Principal Dependencies 
. . . scattered over the surface of 
the entire planet." 

Now this was like an examination 
given to people, who had been 
through an educational university, to 
see how proficient they had become; 
how much faith they possessed that 
cauld be translated into heroic self
sacrificial acts. And God be praised, 
the first year of the ten-year plan 
in its results, delighted the Guard
ian's heart. The souls were found 
who have arisen to the condition of 
real faith. 

(to be continued) 

ELEVENTH PIONEER REPORT 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

of the Baha'is of the United States 
is happy to announce the arrival of 
the following pioneers at their posts 
in World Crusade goal areas. 
ARRIVALS IN VIRGrN AREAS 

Mr, and Mrs. Maurice C. Holmes 
arrived in Hope Town, Abaco, Ba
hamas, October 5, 1953. 

Dr. and Mrs, Dean H, Fraser, with 
their children, Deanne and Glory, 
arrived in Baranof Island, Alaska,. 
September 28, 1954. 
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Bands of the CaUSe for the European Continent with members of their AuxlUa.ry 
Boa.rd a~ the Conference held in Frankfurt, Germany. october 1-3. 1954. (See pages 
3, 4, BAHA'I NEWS, December. 1954.) Seated, left to rlgbt, are tbe Hands of the 
CaUSe: Dr. Be-l"Ina.nn Grossmann, Dr. Ugo Gia.chery and Dr. Adelbert MuhlsehlegeJ. 
Standing. from len to right: Dr. Eugen Scbmiilt, Tove Dele-uran, Anna Grossmann, 
Louis Henuzet, Marlon Hofman, Angeline GIa(Jhery aDd Dorothy Ferraby. Missing 
are: Dr. George Townshend, Hand of Ute Cause. a.nd Elsa Steinmetz a.nd .Joel Mar-

angeUa., members of Ute Amd1ia.ry Board. 
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Mr. Frank A. Baker arrived in 
Granada, Windward Islands, British 
West Indies, November 18, 1954. 

Dr. Luella K. Beecher arrived in 
Granada, Windward Islands, British 
West Indies, November 18, 1954. 

Mrs. Mildred Mehl arrived in Fa· 
magusta, Cyprus (British NSA), N<>
vember 26, 1954. 

Miss Frances Jones arrived in Fa~ 
magusta, Cyprus, (British NSA), No· 
vember 26, 1954. 

AmavALS m CONSOI:.IDATION AREAS 
Mrs. Lorraine Horvath Landau at~ 

rived in Anchorage, Alaska, Septem· 
ber 12, 1954. 

Mrs. Mary Jane Fowlie arrived In 
Valdez, Alaska, September 24, 1954. 

Mrs. Hildegarde Doty arrived in 
Ciudad Trujillo, Dominican Repub
lic, October 1, 1954. 

Mr. Rex King arrived in Anchor
age, Alaska, November 8, 1954. 

Mrs. E. R. Mathews arrived in 
San Juan, Puerto Rico, in Decem
ber 1954. 

Miss Ophelia Crum arrived in San 
Juan. Puerto Rico. in December 
1954. 

Miss Louise Nelson arrived in San 
Pedro Sula, Honduras, October 29, 
1954. 

Mr. and Mrs, Don Witzel arrived 
in Managua, Nicaragua, November 
12, 1954. 

Mrs. Edward A. Young arrived in 
Cuernavaca, Mexico (date not re
ported) . 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward L. Bode ar· 
rived in Cuernavaca, Mexico (date 
not reported). 

PIONEER LETTERS 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

wishes to share the following pas
sages from pioneer letters, in keep
ing with its policy of keeping the 
Baha'i world informed of the spirit 
and some of the incidents which 
characterize the unfoldment of the 
World Crusade. 

Excerpts from Ploneer letters 
to the 

A.l. Teaching Committee 
BRUNEI 
From Charles Duncan. 
October 28, 1954. "At long last I am 
leading the type of life that I ex-
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pected to find in Brunei. I have 
recentiy moved to the kampong ayer. 
This is the part of the city that is 
bui1t in the river. The main section 
of the kampong ayer is in the middle 
of the river and can be reached only 
by boats (hence Brunei is known as 
the Venice of the East). However, 
part of it is near the bank of the river 
and can be approached by boat or a 
maze of rather rickety bridges. The 
section I live in is called <Kam
pong China' which might be trans
lated as 'Chinatown.' I am the only 
non-Chinese living there. I have a 
small room in the front corner of the 
house, the w.indows of which give 
two very nice views of the river 
which is quite wide. I can see the 
river flowing under my room 
through the cracks between the floor 
boards. This house, like all the oth· 
ers in the kampong ayer, has walls 
made of unpainted boards, the roof 
is thatched with palm leaves and the 
whole house is built on stilts which 
sink down into the mud. When the 
tide is low, it is possible for a person 
in a boat to pass underneath; but 
when the tide is high, the water is 
only about four feet below the floor. 
The population of the kampong ayer 
is about 11,000 although it is ouly 
about 1'h miles long and 2 or 3 blocks 
wide. Except for Kampong China the 
population is mostly Malay and Ka
dayan .... the houses have practical
ly no furniture in them, the people 
ordinarily sit on the floor, eat on the 
floor, and sleep on the floor. They 
spread mats on the floor, use a pil
low and a blanket. Sometimes it gets 
quite cold and you feel as if you 
were going to freeze to death. Th~ 
first couple of nights I found sleep
ing on the floor a little uncomfort
able, but now that I am used to it, I 
sleep quite well. I cou1d buy a mat
tress. but they cost $40. I think the 
price ridiculous. Also a mattress 
would reduce the size of the room 
and would be very inconvenient. 

"Our house is not so crowded as 
some. There are only 11 people stay· 
ing here. 

"They speak only Chinese and Ma
lay although two of the younger fel
lows know a smattering of EngJish. 
In spite of the language barrier, they 
are extremely warm, friendly. lov
able people. They all know that I am 
a Baha'i but I haven't been able to 
tell them more than that. They see 
the picture of 'Abdu'I-Baha that I 
have on my desk and ask whether it 
is my father. My Malay vocabulary 
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is not extensive enough to say that 
He is the Center of the Covenant. 

"So far the last couple of weeks 
have been my happiest in Brunei. 
In addition to this is the good news 
that we expect to enroll our first 
Baha'i next week at the 19-Day 
Feast. She is an Indian and was 
born a caste Hindu, but the family 
later accepted Christianity and she 
was educated as a Christian. She 
married a Muslim and to pacify the 
family of her husband became a 
Muslim. She, more, than many oth
ers, was quick to see the Oneness of 
Religion as expounded by Baha'
u'llilh. She loves the Teachings, is 
firm in the Covenant, and feels un
worthy to become a Baha'i. ... 

"Please continue to pray for us 
pioneers as we pray also that you 
at home may achieve your tasks 
which are much greater than ours." 

JAPAN 
From Barbara Sims, Secy., Tokyo, 

Japan, Local Spiritual Assembly. 

October 25, 1954. HOur National 
Teaching Committee which was 
formed in June has now had three 
meetings with another coming up 
soon. Their main purpose is to en
courage, coordinate and report on 
all teaching activities throughout 
Japan. At present firesides are be
ing held in Tokyo, Yokohama, Osaka, 
Kyoto, Yomaguchi.shi and Hyogo-ken 
and extension teaching work is being 
done in Kobel Hiroshima and N a· 
goya. Strong efforts are heing made 
to expand teaching work on the 
island of Kyushu. Pioneers who are 
able to move are being encouraged 
to move to cities where there are 
few or nO Baha'is. Robert Imagire 
and his wife have moved to Kyoto to 
help with the work there. 

., Advanced classes are being held 
in Tokyo for people who have be
come interested in the Faith through 
firesides and also deepening classes 
are being held on such subjects as 
history of the Faith and Administra
tion. 

"A two day Japan Teaching Con
ference was held in Sept. It is the 
first time in the history of the Faith 
in Japan that such an event has 
taken place. It was held at Atami. 
a sea·side town between Tokyo and 
Nagoya. Thirty-two believers at
tended and all talks, discussions and 
prayers were held in three lan
guages, Japanese, Persian and Eng
lisk. How we long for the day when 

Mr. Chadwick Mohapi and Mrs. Mary 
Mohapi. the first Baha'is or Basuto]and. 
They are teaching the FaUh In their 
village. Their eldest son, l'Hr. Selal Mo
hapi, is now tJ'a.nslating Baha.'i 'Writings 

into tbe Sesuto language. 
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the auxiliary language will be in 
existence. The conference was a 
wonderful demonstration of the uni
ty among the believers in Japan. It 
is hoped that this will be the first 
of m any such conferences. 

"Translation work is progressing. 
The new translation of Bahd'u'lldh 
and the New Era is nearing com
pletion. Prayers are being translated 
for a Japanese prayer book. The 
small introductory pamphlet is be
ing revised and additions are being 
made. 

"The Tokyo LSA is in the process 
of being incorporated and that 
should be finished in November. 
Steps have been made toward the 
purchase of a J?:a:?iratu'l-Quds. It is 
hoped that this will be accomplished 
before the end of the year. 

"Several of the Iranian and Amer
ican pioneers who hope to remain in 
this country indefinitely are study. 
ing Japanese thereby hoping to real
ly integrate into the community and 
Japanese way of life and to teach 
more effectively. n 

Excerpts from Pioneer Letters 
to the 

Africa Teaching Committee 

BASUTOLAND 
From Fred and Beth Laws. 

nAt the open Feast today, there 
were eight adults, one youth and 
fourteen children. We played Amer' 
ican and Sesuto records on the gram
aphone and had tea, biscuits and 
cake. The little children danced to 
the Sesuto and Negro spirituals. This 
is our first fireside. These friends 
have expressed their great joy and 
gladness that we can be with them. 
They say that God sent us here. They 

FEBRUARY. lt55 

have conferred upon us Basuto 
names: for Fred, 'Lerato' and for 
Beth, 'Malerato'. 'Lerato' is literally 
'love', and means 'lover of mankind'. 
'Malerato' is the feminine form. It 

"Our friends (their Basuto African 
hosts), the Mohapis, have just left 
us after the first lesson about Bahii'
u'llilh. They believed everything we 
told them. They were so happy, they 
could hardly go home, just across 
the door-yardl these pure-hearted 
Ones. Yesterday, Sunday, nine adults 
and quite a number of children 
came, and we all had tea, music and 
prayers out under the trees. They 
will come every Sunday, in increas
ing numbers from greater and great
er distances. One yOWlg man came 
in on his bicycle from a town 40 
miles away. He had heard we were 
here. Mr. Mohapi now wants his son, 
the high school science teacher t to 
translate Baha'i prayers for him. 
Frederick is helping Mr. Mohapi 
with farm work and showing him 
new ways and short cuts to get more 
done quicker. He took the car and 
trailer to bring in mealies from the 
fields; which otherwise would have 
to be carried on their backs in big 
100 lb. sacks. There is a sort of epi. 
demic of 'flu' going around. So Beth 
goes about with aspirin, Vapour Rub, 
and Milk of Magnesia, and doses 
and rubs them, and takes tempera
tures and pulse; so they feel much 
better. Mr. Mohapi wants us to re
main in the rondavel they have giv
en us to use. He says tbis one is 
much better for us than another old 
one We had intended to repair for 
our own use. 'It is closer to the 
water.' he says, 'and it is quite near 
to us. We want you near us so that 
we can come to you many times and 
hear you tell us about Baha'u'llah, 
because no one ever told us such 
happy news before.' These are dear 
and lovely people-pure souls, as 
our Guardian has said. The candles 
of their Faith burn very brightly. 
May the Blessed Beauty give us 
great wisdom and love in teaching 
them." 

Now news has come that the 
Mohapis have declared themselves. 
In a letter to the Committee the 
Laws say: 

nProbably the chief reason for 
their precociousness lies in the Be
loved Guardianls description of the 
AfricanJs spiritual condition with re
gard to the Faith, but certainly a 
very potent factor in their develop
ment has been the intensive study 
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they have undergone. In five weeks 
they have attended at least thirty 
regular study sessions with the 
books and Bible for reference. In ad
dition there have been a number of 
informal, spur of the moment ses
sions, which opportuned themselves 
into our daily work. The Sunday ses
sions have been of a most casual 
na ture with scarcely a mention of 
the Message of God." 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

First Maya.Quiche Believer 
The following report comes from 

Louise Caswell, Secretary of the In
dian Committee of the Baha'is of 
Central America. 

uThe first member of the Maya
Quicbe race to accept the Faith, a 
young man of twenty-two, is a tour
ist guide. He has brought many In· 
dians to the Institute (Instituto Cui· 
tural Indiginesta Baha'i) to hear of 
our Faith, as well as tourists from 
California, Ohio, New Mexico, Alas
ka and a Frenchman from Tuamotu. 
Some of these have recognized the 
picture of the Temple and one of 
them, who lectures on Guatemala, a 
resident of Wilmette, has watched 
the Temple construction from the 
time of the laying of the corner
stone. In this way our firs t Indian 
Baha'i is teaching from the start. 

A Field of Service 
"There are many calls (for the 

Institute) from the sick and the dy· 
ing, as Jenny is a nurse. We visit 
the homes, mud huts. and see at 
close range the conditions of abject 
misery? unexpressed suffering and 
ignorance of elementary sanitation 
and cleanliness of this abandoned 
race. The help given by the Baha'is 
is sometimes only a symbol of our 
love, for what can one do to save 
the life of a fourteen-year-old moth
er, ill from pneumonia, when she 
has nothing but a dirt floor and a 
few dirty rags to lie on, no one to 
love her, no desire to live, no dream 
to hang to, no vision of possible hap
piness or even comfort? Surely any 
Baha'i who wishes to lift the masses 
of humanity from their silent misery 
can find an unlimited field of serv· 
ice among the abandoned Indians of 
the Americas. 

"We call urgently to all those who 
feel the desire to be of service to 
the Indian race and to give them a 
special measure of our Baha'i love 
to arise to teach them so as to bring 
to them the hope and vision which 
only Our Faith can offer. 

"If you are interested in teaching 
the Indians in Mexico, Guatemala, 
Honduras, EI Salvador, Panama, 
Nicaragua, Costa Rica, you will be 
among the first and happiest of those 
who will initiate 'the intensive teach~ 
ing activity which.. must be con
ducted for the purpose of converting 
a considerable number of the minor
ity races in ... America to the Faith 
of BaM'u'l!;\h' (Shoghi Effendi, 
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American Baha'is in the Time of 
World Peri!) and swell the ranks of 
the faithful during this Ten-Year 
Crusade by converting Jarge num. 
bers of the Indians to the Faith." 

We Wish to add that medical doc
tors or certified teachers could serve 
among the vast Indian population of 
Central America with great useful. 
ness; also that there exists an urgent 
need for a pioneer on the island of 
Martinique in the Caribbean, parti. 
cularly someone of French. back. 
ground who speaks French; he would 
also have to have some private 
means. Detailed information can be 
obtained from the Western Hemis. 
phere Teaching Committee. 

First SpjJ'itua] Assembly of the Baha'IS of Monrovia, LibeJ'ia 
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PLAN TO ATTEND 
THE CONVENTION 

The Forty-Seventh Annual Baha', 
Convention will be held in Founda
tion Hall of the Baha'i House of Wor
shiPt Wilmette, Illinois, April 28, 29, 
30 and May 1. 

Reservations: Delegates and visi~ 
tors wishing accommodations in pri· 
vate homes should send their re
quest for reservations to: Mrs. Pris
cilla Hassan, 1244 Maple Street, Wil
mette, Illinois, Chairman of the 
Housing Committee, or to the Co
Chairman, Mrs. Edna Coleman, 1227 
Leon Place, Evanston, Illinois. A 
list of nearby hotels, together with 
rates, will be published in the next 
issues of BAHA'f NEWS. The friends 
wishing this type of accommodation 
are requested to make their own 
reservations. Those interested in ac
commodations in a motel may write 
to the committee for names and ad
dresses of several new motels with
in ten or fifteen minutes drive from 
the Temple. 

Child Care: Owing to the difficulty 
of securing a sufficient number of 
vohmteers to care for children, the 
Convention Arrangements Commit~ 
tee has found it necessary to limit 
child care to the daytime sessions 
only. It is not equipped to care fOr 
children in arms or for other very 
yotUlg children requiring individual 
attention. Any inquiries concerning, 
this service should be directed to the 
Chairman of the Child Care Com. 
mittee: Mrs. Minnie Hadley, 1729 
Dodge Street, Evanston, Illinois. 

UNITED STATES AFRICA 
TEACHING COMMITTEE 

Africa News 
During the past few months re

ports of the progress of our Faith 
in Africa have come to us from Mr. 
Musa Banani, beloved Hand of the 
Cause there. 

Between August 1 and November 
27 there were 86 newly-declared be
lievers in 16 territories of Africa, 
bringing the total to 199 in less than 
4 months. 

How we would like to share with 
you the interesting stories which lie 
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The newly-formed Bahi.'i Group of SalgoD, Indo-China. 
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behind the declarations r One African 
believer, having been in the Faith 
but a short time himself, joyfully 
reports 17 new believers. 

Another devoted believer, himself 
a pioneer in one territory, sends in 
10 new declarations, several from a 
nearby town. Think of being able to 
do extension work in two places si
multaneously! 

In Basutoland there are now be~ 
lievers in two centers. Here are the 
parting words of one of them to Bill 
Sears who visited there recently: 

"A man must have four things in 
his heart if he is to be close to God. 
The first is love, the second is mer
cy and kindness, the third is humil
ity and the fomth is fear of God. 
These make him a good man. These 
qualities I have seen in the friends 
who have come to live among us 
and to visit us. H He went on to ex
press his happiness at "this fresh 
Word of God" which had come to 
his people and closed by saying: "I 
give my heart and soul to this Faith 
and I am eager to labor in its serv
ice/' Over and over again we hear 
the native African express in similar 
terms his acceptance of the Faith. 

Our steadfast pioneers in Ceuta, 
Spanish Morocco, tell of the addition 
of two Moroccan and two Spanish 
believers, brought in by the com
bined efforts of pioneers in a nearby 
town. The humanitarian efforts of 
these pioneers on the behalf of the 
people, such as paying for the edu
cation of an Ara b boy. first aid help. 
and gathering and distributing cloth-

ing, surely demonstrate the Baha'i 
way of life. 

Beside the extension teaching 
work already mentioned, friends in 
French Equatorial Africa, British 
Cameroons, Liberia, Gold Coast, 
South Africa (Johannesburg and 
Durban), Nairobi and Tanganyika all 
report well-organized teaching activ
ities in neighboring towns. 

The three Auxiliary Board mem~ 
bers, William Sears, John Robarts 
and John Allen, correspond regular
ly with communities, groups and pio
neers, beside many times making ex
tensive trips. These visits have 
proved of real assistance and the 
moral support encouraged the pio
neers greatly in their "often diffi
cult and dis couraging a ttern pts to 
settle." A 1,123 mile journey by one 
pioneer through Bechuanaland en· 
abled him to meet four important 
tribal chiefs who welcomed him 
gladly. Others have gone on trips to 
Mozambique, Southern and Northern 
Rhodesia, Swaziland. In addition, the 
three Board members have been 
working diligently to ensure the 
translation of the Teachings into var· 
ious languages. So rapid is the prog· 
ress that we have no exact figures 
to give at the moment. Helping to 
bring 14 groups to Assembly status 
in the South and West regional area 
will be the vital task of these friends 
also. 

Miss Elsie Austin has visited the 
friends in Spanish and French Mo
rocco and has helped considerably 
with the activities of the Tangier 
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Community. She has worked tire
lessly to help pioneers enter diffi
cult and inaccessible territories of 
Spanish Sahara and Rio de Oro. 

John Allen who was in this coun
try recently for business reasons 
says that opporttmities for setting 
up one's own business in Africa are 
good and one with some capital to 
invest would find that this newly 
awakened continent offers a chance 
to serve the people of Africa and 
sustain one's self. 

The time is short. Let us arise to 
bring to assembJy status those elev
en goals given us and thus make 
glad the he art of our be loved 
Guardian. 

-AMDlICAN AFRICA 

TFACmNG COM Mrl"I'EE 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
The Pittsburgh Testing Laboratory 

publishes a very attractive monthly 
house organ entitled PTL News. The 
December, 1954, issue devotes four 
pages to an illustrated article about 
the Baha'i House of Worship. "To 
the Glory of God-A Work of Art in 
Concrete," compiled by the Editor, 
T. W. Milligan, from Baha'i litera
ture. The text has been taken en
tirely from the two pamphlets, The 
Religion of Humanity and The Baha'i 
House of Worship, preceded by an 
editorial comment containing the 
following statement: HDuring this, 
the Christmas season, as men's 
minds turn with a greater urgency 
and force to thoughts of the brother
hood of man, we feel that it is quite 
appropriate to present to you, our 
readers, the following story and pho
tographs of one of Chicago's most 
unusual and beautiful pieces of ar
chitecture, which is at the same 
time a house of worship, offering to 
the world an idea of singleness of 
purpose in a common cause, which 
has never before been presented by 
a worshiping body in quite the same 
way." 

The illustrations include a full 
page picture of the Temple and gar
dens, a three-quarter page picture 
of the interior. and a three-quarter 
page picture of the inside of the or
namented dome. 

A Baha'i reference in Social lVhirl, 
race magazine published in New 
York, has recently been listed in this 
column. The number dated Novem
ber 8, 1954, has two more refer .. 
ences: an excerpt from the address 
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by 'Abdu'J-Baha at Hull House, Chi
cago, in 1912, with a photo of the 
Master, and a reprint of the Baha'i 
article published in Encyclopaedia 
Britannica. 

From the Baha'i Press Represent· 
ative of Maui has come a page from 
The Breeze. news organ of the Ha
waiian Commercial and Sugar Com
pany~ which summarized the Baha'i 
teachings in its issue of November 
13. 1954, in a series of articles on 
the different faiths followed by the 
company employes. This article was 
accompanied by a picture of the 
Ma ui Assembly. 

The Voice for October 8, 1964, 
"largest Jewish circulation in the 
West." published in Los Angeles, 
contains an article, "Baha'i in Is
rael/' which describes the Shrine of 
the Bab and outlines the history of 
the Faith as related to Haifa, 

The "Question Box" appearing in 
Lutheran StandaTd of Columbus, 
Ohio, August 14, 1954, explains the 
Faith in response to an inquiry. It 
states that the "founder was a 
Mul;lammadan" and that the "teach
ing of this cult, like that of all other 
false religions, is pure self-right .. 
eousness.' , 

Bryce Hospital, Tuscaloosa, Ala~ 

barna, publishes a bulletin entitled 
The Bryce News of and for the hos
pital patients. The issue dated De
cember 5, 1954, reports a meeting 
of the Writers Club On November 2 
at which a paper written by Dr. 
Marie Frain was read. "Her refer~ 
ence to an Eastern Philosopher, 
~Abdu'l-Baha, and his precepts was 
very helpful." The report quoted the 
Master On looking for the good qual
ities in other people. 

The Miami Assembly has noted 
references to the Faith in American 
Ways of Life by George R. Stewart, 
published by Doubleday & Company, 
Inc .• 1954. 

CHILD EDUCA nON 
COMMITTEE 

The National Child Education 
Committee announces an enlarged 
version of The ChHd's Way. In this 
magazine the children's page has be
come a separate folder of four 
pages. This has been done as a re
sult of our readers' demand for more 
material that can be used in their 
teaching of the Baha'i Faith to chil
dren. The committee plans to in~, 
elude in each issue something that 

PIONEERS FOR EUROPE 
are needed in vitally important 
World Crusade areas. In Lux. 
embourg, France and the 
Azores the need is most urgent. 

Europe's varied climates and 
cultural backgrounds offer po
tential pioneers a wide choice of 
opportunities to serve within 
their personal capacities. 

All pensions have greater 
buying power a bra ad owing to 
exchange rates and, in places 
such as the Azores. li vin g 
standards make modest in
comes go far. Social Security 
benefits can be received in most 
European goal areas. 

As the Guardian has indi· 
cated, self-sustaining pioneers 
are needed. The European 
Teaching Committee offers in
tending pioneers up-to-date in
formation on job opportunities 
and all possible help in finding 
work. 
(See also page 9, BAHA'I NEWS, 
October, 1954.) 
European Teaching 
Committee 
Mrs. Julia Shows, Secretary 
4405 Kirk Street 
Skokie, Illinois 

will interest children of every age 
level, from the very young to the 
fifteen-year-old. We hope that the 
Children's Page will be truly the 
children's page and offer a channel 
through which they may share their 
experiences with children every
where. 

The Child's Way, the part of the 
bulletin written for adults interested 
in children, has added several new 
features. Everyone is invited to sub
mit their problems to ~'Dear Aunt 
Amy" who will answer their ques
tions in future issues. "Our Children 
Say" is another new department in 
which we will quote pertinent re
marks of children reflecting their 
understanding of the Baha'i Faith. 

The Child's Way, including the 
Children's Page, is bi-monthly and 
is one dollar a year. It goes all over 
the wor1d but we would like many 
new subscribers. Not all Assemblies 
or Baha'i groups have subscribed to 
the bulletin, The Child's Way. Even 
though children's c1asses are not yet 

, 
organized, it is important to build 
up a file of these bulletins for use 
when such groups are formed in the 
future. Each issue contains excellent 
teaching suggestions as well as ma. 
terial for the classes. Copies may 
not be available later on. 

AU communications concerning 
the bulletin should be addressed to: 

Mrs. Amy B. Dwelly, Editor 
9501 Euclid Ave. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

TEACHERS FOR 
BAHA'I SCHOOLS 

Temerity and Louhelen Baha'i 
Schools, in order to encourage the 
development of new teachers and 
courses, wish to hear from all 
Baha'is who would like to teach at 
summer sessions. If you are inter
ested in this important work, please 
let the committees know if you have 
a course Or could develop one at the 
committees' suggestion. Information 
on your background or experience 
relevant to conducting a class should 
be included with your application, 
but lack of formal teaching experi
ence should not deter you. While you 
may not be called upon to teach at 
the next session, your interest and 
cooperation win be sincerely appre.
ciated and will help in planning a 
balanced program. Please send ap~ 
plica tions to: 

Temerity Baha'i School 
Mrs. Gladys Roberts, Secy. 
915 North Hancock Street 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

Louhelen Baha', School 
Violet Wuerfel, Secy, 
8656 Dumbarton Road, C-14 
Detroit 4, Michigan 

GEYSERVILLE BAHA'I SCHOOL 
1955 Session 

Theme: The World Crusade and You 
Dates: July 10-August 14 
Reservations should be addressed to: 

Lorne H. Matteson, 
20915 Haviland Avenue 
Hayward, California 
The Program Committee wishes to 

hear from teachers who can help 
with subjects related to this theme. 

NATIONAL YOUTH 
COMMITTEE 

On February 20, Baha'i youth 
throughout the United States will 
gather at a Conference keyed to the 
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theme HA Crusade is in Progress". 
The National Youth Committee 
sponsors several conferences each 
year, each with a specific purpose. 
This one is unique in that non~ 

Baha'i friends ale to be invited to 
see what Baha'is are doing to meet 
the crisis of our tim e, and to con
tribute their suggestions for dealing 
with the spiritual problem which 
contron ts the en tire world. 

Planning for World Youth Day will 
be a feature of the second session 
of the Conference. World Youth Day, 
to be celebrated on March 25, 1955, 
is keyed to the theme "World Peace 
Through World Faith". 

BAHA'I ON THE CAMPUS 
The Baha'j Club at Wayne Univer

sity has been recognized as an offi
cial religious organization on cam
pus and has become a member of 
the Campus Inter-Faith Council. 

At the University of Utah, the edi
tor of the campus literary magazine 
accepted an article on the Faith. 

Bah .. 'i activities at Stanford Uni
versity include public meetings, in
tegrated with radio and poster pub
licity. 

Baha'i representatives to the Stu
dent Religious Council of Northwest
ern University conducted the other 
Council members through the Baha'i 
House of Worship in Wilmette. 
Baha'is are represented not only on 
the Council but in the International 
Student Committee, the Human Re
lations Committee and a committee 
planning "Religious Emphasis 
Week". 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
Baha'is of Rocky Mount, North 

Carolina, begin a series of public 
meetings on January 14 with a talk 
by Mr. William DeForge, member 
of the Auxiliary Board. 

Through the National City, Cali
fornia~ Assembly, window displays 
which attracted much attention were 
arranged in Coronado, California. 

Anchorage and Anckorage Record
ing Distrid, Alaska, report a highly 
successful December public meeting 
in the studios of station KENI. Regu
lar fireside meetings held on sev
eral nights of the week in different 
homes provide opportWlity for inter
ested contacts to learn more of the 
Faith. 

Baha'is of Peoria, Illinois, con
~rned over the National Fund, re-

solved to say a prayer especially for 
the fund daily at noon for the next 
two Bah.a'i months. 

The Ada County Spiritual Assem
bly. Boise, Idaho, has approached 
the editors of the four county news
papers by presenting each of them 
a Baha'i calendar. 

The Stockton, California, Baha'i 
Group arranged for the presentation 
of Baha'u.'llah and the New Era to 
Stockton College and of Some An
swered Questions to the College Of 
the Pacific. 

In Dover, Delaware, the Christmas 
Eve issue of the Delaware State 
News carried an eight-inch article on 
the Baha'i Faith on the front page. 
Devotional Program guide 

AUDIO-VISUAL 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

The Audio-Visual Education Com
mittee announces the following 
teaching materials which will be of 
assistance to Baha'is in advancing 
the Ten-Year Global Crusade. 

Filmstrip . .. Haifa, a Name You Will 
Remember, .. $8.00. 65 frames. In 
color with script, 
Filmstrip rental catalogue on re
quest. 

Slides. . 12 teaching sets (list and 
prices on request), as well as 
Temple, Haifa, Conference and 
Temple Dedication slides in small 
packets to supplement personal 
collections, (A complete slide sup
plement will be sent on request.) 

Sound media .. Send for bulletin 
supplement on sOWld tapes and 
records. Tapes are now available 
with aU Baha'I and non-Baha'i 
rna terials recorded and ready for 
use at fireside and public meet
ings, for the price of the tapes 
on1y. Tapes on rental basis. 

Photographs and posters .. Special 
bulletin sent on request, listing aU 
posters and photographs in color 
or the Intercontinental Confer
ences, the Temple Dedication, and 
World Crusade. Assemblies may 
purchase photographs on a time 
plan to enable them to augment 
the local fund through distribution 
of these pictures. 

If interested in purchasing tape re
corders, record players, or pho
tographic equipment, the committee 
can be of assistance in securing dis
count rates since it is a recognized 
distributor for certain firms hand
ling such items. 

Audio-Visual Education Committee 
Archie G. Tichenor, Secretary 
126 Evergreen Place 
West Englewood, New Jersey, 
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Learning to Know God 
(The) energies with which the Day 

Star of Divine bounty and source of 
heavenly guidance hath endowed the 
reality of man lie ... latent within 
him even as the flame is hidden with
in the candle and the rays of light 
are potentially present in the lamp. 
The radiance of these energies may 
be obscured by worldly desires even 
as the light of the sun can be con~ 
cealed beneath the dust and dross 
which cover the mirror. Neither the 
candle nor the lamp can be lighted 
through their own unaided efforts, 
nor can it ever be possible for the 
mirror to free itself from its dross. 
It is clear and evident that until a 
fire is kindled the lamp will never 
be ignited, and unless the dross is. 
blotted out from the face of the 
mirror it can never represent the 
image of the sun nor reflect its 
light and glory. 

Gleanings from the Writings 
of BaM'u'llcih-Pages 65-66. 

DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS AT 
HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Baha'i House of Worship at 
Wilmette, Illinois, is dedicated to the 
Unity of God, the Unity of His 
Prophets, the Unity of Mankind. 10 
this spirit, public worship is con
ducted each Sunday at 3:30 P.M. in 
the auditorium. Readers at these de
votional programs include Baha'is 
and guests. Choral selections are by 
the Baha'i House of Worship A Cap
pella Choir. 

The programs for the month of 
January follow: 
Order of Devotions-J anuary 2, 1955 

o men.! Thi.s is a. matcP1.l.esB Day. Matchless 
must, !ikewise, be the tongue that cdem-ateth. 
too praise oj the DesiTe of aU nations, and 
matchless the deed that aspireth to be accept
able in His sight. The whole hUman 'race hath. 
longed fOT this Day .. tha.t perehance' it muv 
fuffil that which well beseemetP1. its rlatiO'll,. 
and is wOTih1.l 01 its destiny. 

-BaM 'u'llAh 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Arise, 0 God, and Show Thy Might - HaydD: 
M. Morgan 

BAHA'r SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers and Meditations, XXXI, pp. 35-38 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Psalms 24; Micah f= 1-5 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Reve1ation 21: 1-5 

QUR'AN 
Sura LXXV: 1-12 

CHORAL SELECTION 
The fJord's My Shepherd - an. Gordon 

Jat:ob 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Gleanings, CVI, p, 213; XVI, p. 39: VU, p. 10 
Gleanings, IV, p. 6; V. p. 7; The World 

Order of Baha'u'llah, pp. 106-11)7 
Prayers and Meditations, CL V, p. 248-

CHORAL SELEcrION 
Cherubim Song - Dimitri Bortniansky 

Order of Devotions-January 9, 1955 
It is evident that the lOftie:rt mansiom in the 

Realm of Immortality have been orcfained u 
the habitation of them th..at have tndy berieved 
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U/L .. 
• The Spjrltual Assembly of the Baha'is of Spokane, Washing1on, 

newly incorpora.ted In September, 1954. 
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in God and in HUr signs. Death can never 
invade that holy 6eat. -BaM'u'}Iah 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Givf! Ea7' Unto M.y Pfoaye1' - Arcade1t 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayers and Meditations, pp. 278-279 
BHAGAVAD-GITA (HINDU SCRIPTURES) 

The Ordinances of Manu 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Psalm 23" 
NEW TESTAMENT 

J Co:nnthlans 15:39-50. 54 
QUR'AN 

Sura XXIV: 64; Sura XLI; 30-32; Suxa 
::oqtrr: 17, 19; Sura XVI; 32, 34; Sura 
XXIV: 012 

CHORAL SELECTION 
o Sing Unto the LoTd. - Hassler 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, pp, 158-159; pp. 155-156: pp. 156-

157; pp. 345-346 
The Hidden Words 01. BaM 'u 'llah, From the 

Arabic, 32, 23, 6, 14; Gleanings, p. HI 
Prayers and Meditations, XXVIII, p. 32 

CHORAL SELECI'ION 
Laud Hi.I Name - Ivanoff 

Order of Devotions-January 16, 1955 
Religion is the greatest at aU mea.ns fOT the 

utabluh.ment 01 ordl2T in the world and jor 
the peaceful contentment of aU tPll1t dwell 
therei-n.. 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
BaM'l Prayers, p. 50 

-BaM.'u'llAh 

The World Order of Ba:h3.'u'Uih, pp. 100-137; 
Gleanings. pp. M-96 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Let All the Nations Praise tPt.e Lord - Volck

mar Leisring 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Isaiah 2:.1-4: 9!iS-7; 52:7-10 
NEW TESTAMENT 

Matthew 5:9-13; Revelation 21:1-7 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Glory to God i.n the Highest - G. B. 
Perlolesi 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings. pp. 28t1-287; pp. 249-250; CXX, p_ ... 
Baba'l Prayers, p. 79 

alOBAL SELECTION 
In Solemn: Silence - IppoUtof-Ivanoft' 

Order of Devotions-.T anuary 23, 1955 
Man sh.ould Icnow fds mmt .!Ie-If. and kIwu:I 

those things which. lead to kljtiness or to 
abaseness, to shame or to fwnor, to a..t.f!u.ence 
rn t(ll poverty. 

-BaM. ·u'IM.h 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Sing and Rejoice - Win James 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Baha'i Prayers, p. 84 
Gleanings, pp_ 65-66: p_ 143 
BaM'l World Faith, pp. 167-168 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Psalm 1 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Luke B:5-15 

QUR'AN 
Sura vn:53-56 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Create ~n Me, 0 God - Brah.m:!l 

SARA'r SACRED WRITINGS . 
GlelU'J.1np. pp. ~9-200: pp_ 77-78; The HIdden 
Words of Baha'u'llah. From the Arabic, 

Nos. 12, 13 
Prayers and Meditations, CLXXllI, p . .264 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Go Not Far from Me, 0 Lo7'd - Haydn M. 

:Horgan 

Order of Devotions-J anuary 30, 1955 
The es~tm:ce oj Teligion is to testify unto that 

wPltch th:e Lord h:ath nroea!ed. and foUow that 
wh.ich He hath: ordained in His ~ghty Book. 

-Baba.'u'nah 
CHORAL SELECTION 

AUeluia - Randall Thompson 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayers and Meditations, XLVII, p. 69 
Gleanings, pp. 64-66, 111·68 

CHORAL SELECTION 
If Ye Love Me, Keep My Commandme1l.t.s -

W. H. Monk 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Job 28: I-Hi, %0-28 
NEW TESTAMENT 

John 15 :1-12 
QUR'AN 

SUra 11:172 
B.AHA'I SACRED WRITING! 

Baha'i World Faith, pp_ 1-10-141 
Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, pp. 25-28 
Prayers and Meditations, XLII, p_ 59 

CHORAL SELECTION ""om. the Swed-8ce1lted str .. ams (PraY8r oj 
Ba1W'u'Udh) _ Charles Wolcott 

II 

Life Eternal, Excerpts from the 
Writings of Baha'u'l1ah and IAbdu'l_ 
Bahil, compiled by Mary Rumsey 
Movius_ An unexpected acquisition 
has made a limited number of these 
books available. The Publishing 
Committee does not anticipate any 
further supply once the present stock 
is depleted. 178 pages. Beautifully 
bound in light blue linen, stamped in 
genuine gold, 

Per copy ........ , , ............ $2,50 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
HOLY DAYS 
March 21, Feast of Naw-Ruz 

PERIOD OF THE FAST 
March 2 - 20 

FEASTS 
February 7-Mulk. Dominion 
Ma rch 2-' Ala' t Loftiness 
March 21-Baha, Splendor 

INTERCALARY DAYS 
Ayyiun-i-Ha, February 26 through 

March 1. 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
February 11, 12, 13 
March 25, 26, 27 

BAHA'f HOUSE OF WORSHIP 
Visiting hours 

Weekdays and Saturdays: 
1:00 P.M.-4:00 P.M. 
(the Auditorium only will be 
open) 
Sundays: 10:30 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 
(the en tire building will be open) 

Service of Worship: Sunday at 3 :30 
P.M" lasting until 4:15 (No guid
ed tours will be conducted during 
the program of worship,) 

Holy days and Anniversaries cele
brated at the Baha'i House of Wor
ship 

Feast of Naw-Ruz, March 21 
Holy Days and Anniversaries cele

brated at the Baha'i House of Wor
ship are open to the public. The 
meeting begins at 8:00 P.M, of the 
day preceding the anniversary 
date. 
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Mrs. Ellen A. Baptie 
Seattle, Washington 

FEBRUARY, 19S5 

Mrs. Horace Parker 
North Hampton, New Hampshire 
(date not reported) 

HDeath projfereth unto every con
fident behever the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
beareT oj gladness. It conferreth the 
gift of everlasting life. U 

N ovem ber 30, 1954 
Mrs. Frances Kuphal 

Sacramento, California 
I>ecember 9, 1954 

Mr. James M. Sanders 
Detroit, Michigan 
December 11, 1954 

Mrs. Gertrude Stroven 
Bradenton, Florida 
December 21, 1954 

Mr. Ha~ley F. Amidon 

Mr. Frank Martin Summers, Jr. 
East St. Louis, Dlinois 
(date not reported) 

CORRECTION 
A December B~'f ~-Ncws uln Me

moriam entrysho~ld r-ead: -BARA'rr'LI.AH 

Mrs, Howard Wagner 
Shelter Island, 

Mr. Frank Chant 

Long Island. New York 
January 2, 1954 Deep ',River, Connecticut 

(date 'not reported) 

Marlboro, New Hampshire 
October 20, 1954 

Mrs. Chant, whose death was report
ed by error, is not a Baha'i. Mrs. Mildred Jenkins 

Orange , New Jersey 
October 4, 1954 

Mrs. W. H. Lanier 
Augusta. Georgia 

Mr. William Loveday, Burlington, 
Vermont, whose name appeared in 
the October HIn Memoriamu

, is still 
living. 

(date Dot reported) 
Mr. Louis Keller 

Orlando, Florida 
November 29, 1954 

Dr. Robert D. Love 
Niles, Michigan 
(date not reported) 

BAHA'I DIRECTORY CHANGES AND ADDITIONS 
Bw'f SCHlX)L CoMMI'l"'l"EES 
Geyserville Baha'i School 

Mr. A. C. loas, Jr" Chairman 
Mrs Inez Dones, Secretary, 933 Addison St., Berkeley 2, 

California 
Mr. Adolph Boesch 
Mrs, Alia Dakserhof 
Mr. Ray Dones 
Mr. Richard Groger 
Mrs. Roderic Haake 
Mrs_ Clare Irwin 
Mrs, Harry Irwin 
Mr. Thomas Usota 
Mr. Michael Marney 

Green Acre Baha'i School 

Mr. Lome H. Matteson 
Mr. John Shoop 
Mr. Arthur Somerhalder 
Mrs. Helena Somerhalder 
Mrs. Anna Stevenson 
Miss Margaret Swengel 
Mr. Robert Yazdi 
Mr. Alfred Zahl 

Dr. Genevieve M. Coy, Chairman 
Miss Vera Olsen, Secretary, 9W. 73rd St., New York 23. N_Y_ 
Mrs. Mary Swan 
Mrs. Marion MiIl.a 
Miss Dorothea Morrell 
Mr. Rafi MoUahedeh 
Mr. Rustam P ayrnan 

Louhelen Baha'i School 
Miss Violet Wuerfel, Chairman 

Mr. Iradj Sabet 
Mrs. Rene Welsh 
Dr. Sam McClelland 
Mrs. Beatrice Thigpen 

Miss Louhelen Eggleston. Secretary, 3240 S. State Road. 
Davison, Michigan 

Mr. Robert Gaines 
Mrs. Dorothy Hoffman 
Mrs. Helen McClusky 
Mr_ Richard Maines 

Temerity Baba'i School 

Mrs. Katherine Mills 
Miss Lois Nochman 
Mr. Joe Zabelski 

Mrs. Marion Land Tyler, Chairman 
Mrs. Gladys Roberts, Secretary, 915 N. Hancock Ave., Colo

rado Springs. Colorado 
Mr_ John Conkling Mrs. Mary Creitz 

Miss Ophelia Crum 
Mrs. Wallace Mankin 
Mrs. LouUe Mathews 

CONSOLIDATtON 

National Youth 

Mrs. Mariette Peterson 
Dr. Walter Peterson, .Ir, 

Mrs. Valerie Rassekh, Secretary, P.O. Box 1053, Stan
ford, California (change) 
Miss Karin Hogberg (delete) 
Mr. Ben Bentley (delete) 
Mr. Jerry Sandusky (add) 
Mrs. Luba Sandusky (add) 

AsSEMBLY SECRETARIES 

Ca liiomia (South) 
West Hollywood: Mr. Robert H. King, 510 North Rob
ertson BOUlevard, Hollywood 46 

Colorado 
Denver: Mrs. Barbara Jackson, 1295 Glencoe Street 
Jefferson County: Mrs, Marion Land Tyler, Secy. pro
tem, Route 2, Morrison 

Massachusetts 
Worcester: Mrs. Jenny Jones, 52 Clark Street 

New York (West) 
Hamburg Twp.: Mrs. Ruth Thorpe, 51n South Park 
Avenue. Hamburg 

Wisconsin 
Brookfield Twp.: Mrs. Martha Marquardt, Route 4, 
Box 357, Waukesha 

Wyoming 
Laramie: Mrs_ Nathelle E. Orr, Secy. pro-tern, Box 112 

BAHA'! NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reportinr 
cUl'rent activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs 01 general interest are requested :from national committees and local assemblies of 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 195(..1955: Mrs. Eunice Braun,. 
Managing Editor; Mr. David Ned Blackmer, Assistant Editor; Mrs. Beatrice Ashton, Miss Edna True-. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
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WORLD CRUSADE 

Second Stage 
The Guardian's recent messages 

to the National Assembly have 
called for completion of certain 
tasks before the end of this Baha'i 
year. These tasks are difficult but 
do not carry the element of the spec
tacular which cast a warm glow on 
the pioneer missions stressed during 
the first stage. 

The tasks of the second stage are 
the acquirement of I;Ia~iratu'l·Quds 
in a number of cities, and the trans
lation and publication of Baha'i texts 
in native languages of Europe and 
the Western Hemisphere. 

The whole story cannot yet be told 
but it is gratifying to report that 
l:!a¥ratu'l-Quds have been acquired 
in Tokyo, Suva, Lima, Panama City 
and Bern, and a suitable property 
in Anchorage seems assured. Thus 
are Baha'i institutions being planted 
in far-flung areas for which the 
Baha'is of the United States are re
sponsible. This process of establish
ing the World Order of Bah,,'u'llilh 
intensifies even as the tragic prob
lems of the old order appear to ap
proach the stage of climax. 

Moreover, the Temple Trustees 
have executed a contract for the 
completion of the landscape design, 
somewhat simplified (with the 
Guardian's approval) but preserving 
the organic beauty and dignity of 
Mr. Dahl's concept. Finally, the type 
of Baha'i Home to be constructed as 
the first Temple accessory has been 
indicated by the Guardian and the 
first step toward construction taken 
in working out the site with the au
thorities of Wilmette Village. 

IAHA'I YEAR 111 

The second stage of the World Cru
sade calls for expenditure of consid
erable funds. Herein lies the field of 
sacrifice for the believers all along 
the home front where must be gen
erated the power of fulfilling the 
Guardian's World Crusade goals un
til 1963. 

As we live from day to day in a 
spiritual world imbued with divine 
assurance, while the outer world 
sees the dark shapes of menace, we 
might well ponder over and over 
again the heart of Shoghi Effendi's 
great summons of July. 1954, that 
we as Baha'is must be willing to sac
rifice life and fortune for the Cause 
of God. 

-NATIONAL SPIRI'IUAL ASSEIVIBLY 

HOLY DAYS RECOGNIZED 
The latest city in which Baha'i 

children may have excused absences 
from school on Baha'i Holy Days is 
Detroit, Michigan. 

The Spiritual Assembly received 
the news in a letter written by the 
Assistant Superintendent on January 
6, 1955. 

-NATIONAL SPIlUTUAL ASSEMBLY 

MARCH, 1955 

HOW TO ASSIST THE PIONEERS 

Individual Baha'is and Local As
semblies ask how they can contrib
ute to the pioneer teaching work 
throughout the world. In certain 
cases, the question is one about cor
respondence, in others it involves 
offers of assistance. 

Since the pioneers are uppermost 
in our hearts at this time, the Na. 
tional Assembly feels that the most 
effective manner in which to serve 
the pioneers is to channel through 
the National Baha'i Ftmd all con
tributions intended specifically for 
assisting the pioneer teaching work. 
By so doing the friends will elim
inate confusion, duplication of effort. 
and even possible inequities. 

The pioneer work has become a 
great collective enterprise, and 
through the services of the Inter
continental and National Teaching 
Committees the National Assembly 
maintains watchfully the valiant 
little forces encamped along the 
frontiers of the Baha'i World. 

-NATIONAL SPIRI"I'U.4.L ASSEMBLY 

STATE CONVENTION RECOMMENDATIONS 
The recommendations reported by the various State Convention Officers 

were carefully considered at the January meeting of the National Spiritual 
Assembly and action recorded on each. 

Many recommendations involved suggestions about the method, time or 
place of future Conventions, and all these were compiled and set aside for 
consideration by the incoming National Spiritual Asse-mbly when planning 
the State Conventions for 1956. 

A few recommendations were more or lesS' local in character; for example, 
the suggestion that the Area Teaching Committee hold conferences in goal 
cities of that area; or that the National Spiritual Assembly explain where 
assemblies may be formed in a certain Territory where civil areas are dif
ferent than in the States. 

Appropriate action was taken on all these localized matters. 
As for the recommendations of general interest and importance, the 

actions taken are summarized as follows: 
1. That the Resolve Plan be continued: referred to the Treasurer. 
2. That the child education activities be further developed: to be con

sidered by the incoming National Spiritual Assembly; but meanwhile local 
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Assemblies have been requested to 
report on their child education ma~ 
terials and methods, so that the field 
may be surveyed, 

3. Suggestions about teaching work 
and the allocation of prospective set
tlers were referred to the American 
National Teaching Committee. 

4. As recommended, Miss Char~ 

lotte Linfoot' s comments at the 1954 
Convention are being published in 
BAHA'i NEWS; and Horace Holley's 
talk at an Area Conference in Tem
ple Foundation Hall is also being 
published in BAHA'1 NEWS, 

5. To a special committee has been 
referred a request for a study course 
on the lives of the prophets. the re
ligions they founded and the civiliza
tions they established. 

6. Several recommendations about 
assistance to correspondence with 
the pioneers are being discussed in 
BAHA'i NEWS. 

7. The United Nations Committee 
has been asked to consider some 
comments about a conference in 
which Baha'i delegates participate 
annually, 

8. Concerning the recommenda
tion that the teaching structure in~ 
elude both Area and Regional Com
mittees, the National Spiritual As
sembly recorded the fact that the 
Guardian instructed that a simpler 
structure be established, This elim
inates much administrative detail 
and leaves a large number of ex
perienced believers free for teaching 
work. 

9. The idea that the believers 
should be informed more frequently 
of the bOWlty of unity and regularity 
in giving to the Cause was trans
mitted to the Treasurer. 

10. Some recommendations about 
new types of literature needed were 
referred to a special committee of 
the National Spiritual Assembly. 

11. As requested, the text of the 
National Spiritual Assembly mes
sage to State Conventions is being 
published in BAHA'i NEWS, with re
gret that the Intercontinental Teach
ing Committee messages cannot also 
be published. 

12. One Convention expressed the 
need for clarifying the matter of 
credentials of Baha'is from other 
countries. When such credentials are 
sent to the National Spiritual As
sembly, United States credentials 
are provided for the visiting be
liever. 

13, Recommendation that a Spe
cial Project for I;Ia~iratu'l~Quds be 
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A view of The DabS'i House of Worship showing the proximity of the National 
Haziraiu']-Qilds to the Temple propertyy Wilmette, Illinois. Sheridan Road runs 

between the two edifices. The street in tbe foregrolDld is Linden Avenue. 

published in BAHA'i NEWS._ to attract 
contributions for the purchase of the 
eight Ija;;::iratu'l-Quds to be acquired 
this year: the National Spiritual As
sembly view is that individuals and 
communities can assist in their pur w 

chase by more generous and sacriw 
ficial contributions to the National 
Fund. 

14. As result of a State Convention 
recommendation, the National Spir
itual Assembly is publishing in 
BAHA'i NEWS a list of references to 
subjects in Baha'i history and cur
rent practice which new believers 
can use in order to become more 
familiar with the community and 
better fitted to serve. 

15. Again the need is expressed 
for a list of questions which are fre
quently asked about the Faith, with 
the answers. One of the friends has 
been requested to prepare such a 
digest. 

16. As requested, action has been 
taken to make available an annual 
index to BAHA'i NEWS. 

17. Concerning the need for ma
terial on the right English pronWl
dation of Persian words, the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly is glad to 
report that a Baha'i Glossary by 
Marzieh Gail is to be published and 
will meet this need. 

18. The National Spiritual Assemw 

bly regrets its inability to reprint 
Promulgation. of Universat Peace. A 
new edition of Foundations of World 
Unity is to appear and some of the 
American talks of the Master ap
pear in this less expensive text. 

19. An item has been published in 
BAHA'i NEWS suggesting that the low 
cal Baha'i address be given for list
ing in directories issued by Cham~ 
bers of Commerce. 

20. The recommendation about a 
Glossary has already been met. 

21. The wish for a loose-leaf adw 
ministrative manual is one which 
the National Spiritual Assembly can
not fulfil, as the Guardian has for
bidden any more administrative 
statements. The Ba1ui'i Community 
contains all necessary information. 

22. The request for advice about 
joining certain organizations: The 
National Spiritual Assembly view is 
that while there are many organi~ 
zations which render humanitarian 
service reflecting Baha'i ideals, the 
direct promotion of the Faith should 
be the foremost concern of every 
believer. When good contacts can be 
made without interfering with Baha'i 
work, membership is permitted. 

23, The recommendation that a 
national radio program be consid
ered in which local commlUlities 
could make a local tie~in: the Na .. 
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tiona] Spiritual Assembly encourages 
the use of radio by local communi
ties and traveling teachers, but 
funds do not permit a sustained na
tional program. 

24. That the National Spiritual 
Assembly request the Audio-Visual 
Education Committee to consider 
making film shorts of Shrines, Tem
ples and other Baha'i places of pub
lic interest for use in television sta
tions in periods of open time. This 
recommendation has been referred 
to the Committee. 

25. That the publication of World 
Order Magazine would be welcomed 
by believers: th e National Spiritual 
Assembly hopes that an American 
Baha!i magazine can again be issued 
in the coming years. 

26. That believers in goal cities 
make surveys on jobs, housing, etc., 
for prospective pioneers: this has 
been referred to the American Na
tional Teaching Committee. 

27. That Area Teaching Commit
tee bulletins be sent to every 
believer in communities of less than 
15. The National Spiritual Assembly 
approves this distribution to be
lievers in communities receivin.g di
rect assistance from the Area Com
mittee. 

28. That a compilation on Bible 
prophecy and Bible teachings be 
published: the National Spiritual As
sembly recorded the view that cur
rent publishing plans will provide 
this type of material. 

29. That local Assemblies be given 
more definite instructions about 
Baha'i marriage laws; whenever a 
local Assembly has need for such 
iniormation the National Spiritual 
Assembly always answers its ques
tions. 

30. That the National Spiritual As
sembly re-evaluate the method of 
raising funds at local and national 
levels: this matter has been referred 
to the Treasurer. 

31. That the National Spiritu al As
sembly appoint a group of highly 
qualified speakers to travel where 
needed: the National Spiritual As
sembly appreciates the value of this 
idea but call1lot undertake the cost 
at the present time. 

32. That correspondents be ap
pointed among believers confined to 
their homes, but able to reach others 
through correspondence teaching: 
local Assemblies are encouraged to 
carry out this suggestion within their 
own communities. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

TEMPLE MODEL CAN BE PUr-CHASED 

Through the efforts of Mr. John T. Blum
berg this very attractive Temple model 
has been designed and put Into produc
tion. The accompanying illustration 
shows that the deiails of the exterior 
ornamentation have been carefu11y re.
produced. Th~ model measures 11*" 
wide bv 9%" in height. It is cast In a very 

strong plaster. resisting damage. 
Ol"ders can be placed throu,Kh the Baha.'i 
Sales Committee at a cost of SIS.Of) each, 
carefully packed, expl"ess charges col
IpC"!. Senoi orders to Mt'. H. E. Walrath, 
Chal~man, at 909 West Foster, Chicago 

40, nlinois. 
The model ba.s been copyrighted by the 
National Splt'ftual Assembly. naming Mr. 

Blumberg- as designer. 

The friends can make eO'ective U!!ie of 
this unique and portable Temnle model 
in IDea] Centers, tor occaslona.] Joeal dJs.. 
playas on World Reli~ion Day, at public 
meetings, at State and County Fairs, and 
for presentation to a Museum, Library or 
University. The Publishing Committee 
ca.n fill orders tor the Temple folder 
(BaM '. House of Worship; 10 copies $.50. 
toO copies $4.50) wblch can well be ll8ed 
in connection with a Temple mode] 

display. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
WITH PIONEERS 

A State Convention recommended 
that the National Spiritual Assembly 
explain in BAHA'i NEWS how be
lievers on the home front can send 
letters to pioneers who desire Baha'i 
correspondence. 

Before entering into correspond
ence with Baha'is pioneering in other 
lands, it is essential to take the 
matter up first with the Intercon
tinental Teaching Committee serv
ing the particular area. It is not 
merely a question of obtaining 
names and correct addresses, but 
of guidance as to areas where cor
respondence is open and those where 
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great care must be taken in the 
drafting of letters. Believers desiring 
to contribute literature to pioneers 
can also consult one or more of the 
four Intercontinental Teaching Com
mittees. 

Africa Teaching Committee 
Mrs. Sylvia Parmelee, S€cretary 
4700 47th St., N.W., Washington 15, D.C. 

Asia Teaching Committee 
Miss Charlotte Linfoot, Secretary 
112 Linden Ave., Wilmette, Ill. 

European Teaching Committee 
Mrs . .Julia Shows, Secretary 
4405 Kirk St., Skokie, TIL 

Western Hemisphere Teachlng Comm. 
Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin. Secretary 
73 CoUege Road, West, Princeton, N.J. 

WHAT ARE GOAL CITIES 
AND WHY? 

One of the 0 bj ecti ves of the World 
Crusade is to raise the number of 
Local Spiritual Assemblies in the 
United States to 300 by 1963, almost 
doubling the number existing at the 
beginning of 1953. 

How is this goal to be accom~ 
plished? Will it be done through the 
voluntary dispersal of Baha'is from 
the larger centers? Or must we un
dertake an intensive campaign of 
opening new centers involving, pos
sibly, the use of funds urgently 
needed for the World Center and 
other intercontinental objectives? 
These questions had to be answered 
at once. 

The moving of numbers of Baha'is 
to each of 150 localities would be an 
almost impossible task in face of the 
need for pioneers abroad. And it 
would not solve the pressing need 
for many more new believers to aid 
and participate in the growing ac.
tivities of the Faith. 

After careful surveys, study and 
consultation, the National Spiritual 
Assembly adopted the following four
}:"oint plan: 

1. In each state having only one 
local Spiritual Assembly, at least 
one other town or city was selected 
as a place where intensive effort 
would be made to establish another 
assembly, thus strengthening the 
Faith in those particular states. In 
some cases the only assembly in the 
state had reverted to group status. 
In view of the Guardian's appeals to 
maintain "the spiritual prizest) at all 
costs, it was clear that priority must 
be given to these particular cities:. 
If there was no resident Baha'f in 
the locality selected, it was desig-



nated as a "virgin goal." If there 
were one or more resident Baha'is, 
jt was called a "consolidation goal." 
Altogether the plan included 40 
virgin goals to be settled by Baha'i 
pioneers in the same manner as goal 
areas abroad. 

2. In the larger states whose sev
eral assemblies were clustered in 
close proximity, certain goals in the 
outlying areas were selected in or
der to broaden the base of the Fai1h 
in those states and to reduce the 
immense distances between many 
Baha'i communities. 

3. Since it was reasonable to ex
pect that the larger Baha'i groups 
would be the seed-beds for many of 
the new assemblies, the 133 consoli
dated goals included localities having 
four, five or more resident Baha'is 
who, through redoubled efforts and 
with the assistance of area and eXR 

tension teaching committees, could 
assure a healthy increase in the 
number of new assemblies each year 
during the Crusade. 

4. Finally, in order that Baha'is 
who could not disperse might take 
part in the Crusade, there were in
cluded in the total of 173 goals cer
tain localities within easy travel dis
tance from established communities 
where extension teaching could be 
easily carried on under the general 
direction of the area teaching com
mittee. 

The list of these virgin and con
solidation localities, compiled in this 
manner and for these reasons, was 
announced in BAHA'i NEWS (July 
1954) and in special bulletins to serve 
as a guide to believers wishing to 
pioneer at home or to extend their 
teaching service beyond the local 
commWlity. It is an orderly plan 
through which the goal can be ac
complished, while at the same time 
establishing a network of Baha'i ad
ministrative centers over the length 
and breadth of the United States, 
and diffusing the Teachings among 
a greater number of people in all 
states. 

It must be pointed out, however, 
that this plan does not confine teach
ing activities to the tmvns and cities 
listed as either virgin or consolid~l
tion goals. An new localities that 
achieve assembly status will con
tribute to the achievement of the 
objective. Therefore, all local as
semblies that are able to do so have 
been encouraged to carry on exten
sion work in any localities that 'Wjll 
produce assemblies, although it is 

expected that they will give consid
eration first to the annoWlced goals. 

Furthermore, any Baha'i wishing 
to disperse to some new locality not 
listed as a goal city is free to do so, 
but it should be understood that that 
locality becomes his personal goal 
and challenge, and while he may in
deed rely upon the confirmation of 
Baha'u'llah and the cooperation of 
.the area teaching committee, he 
cannot count upon other settlers 
joining him until all the other goals 
have been assured. 

It will be seen that this plan, which 
ha~ been approved by the Guardian, 
provides a challenge and an oppor
tunity for every individual Baha'i, 
every group and every local SpiritR 

ual Assembly to take part in the 
campaign for 300 assemblies. The 
Wlderlying purpose is to marshal 
and deploy our teaching resources, 
to ensure steady progress toward 
victory and to give meaning and di~ 
rection to the act of dispersal on the 
home front. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
(This statement by Charlotte Linfoot is pub
lished at the request of the 1954 Northern 11. 
linois Baha'£ Electoral District Convention.) 

REFERENCES FOR 
NEW BEUEVERS 

The following list of references to 
various Baha'i publications is intend
ed to provide the thoughtful new be
liever with a reading list which v,.;ll 
make him familiar with current 
Baha'i history and practice, thus 
greatly shortening the period of time 
needed to bring out his fullest ca
pacity to teach the public and serve 
the Faith. Local Spiritual Assem
blies will also find the list a useful 
guide in conducting deepening class
es for new Baha'is. 

1. Fundamental beliefs - The Dis
pensation of Bahci'u~nah. 

2. Charter of the Administrative Or
der - The Will and Testament 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha. 

3. Functions of Baha'i institutions; 
administrative practices-The 
Baha'i Community, Baha'i Ad
ministration. 

4. Legal documentation - Declara
tion of Trust and By-Laws. 

5. American Baha'i background -
The Baha'i Centenary (1944). 

6. Relation of the Faith to current 
world events-Wor~d Order Of 
Baha'u'llah, Advent of Divine 
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Justice~ Promised Day Is 
Come. 

7. Divine Plan of 'Abdu'I-Baha -
America's Spiritual Mission. 

8. Baha'i history, and development 
of the F ai th in the East and 
the West-God Passes By. 

9. Committee fWlctions and activi
ties-Annual Reports published 
by the NSA and issued to every 
Baha'i. (Ask some Baha'i 
friend to lend you his last 
copy.) 

10. Unfoldment of the Covenant and 
the Baha'i Administrative Or
der-The Covenant and Ad-min
istration (Institute material). 

11. America's mission in building the 
structure for World Civiliza
tion - America's God-Given 
Mission (compilation). 

12. The ten year international Baha'i 
teaching and consolidation 
plan, 1953-1963 - The Baha'i 
Faith 1844-1952, including sup
plement. 

13. Current international activities 
in general-The Baha'i World, 
especially Volumes X and XI. 

For special subjects related to the 
teachings, consult books and pam
phlets listed in current Baha'i litera
ture catalog. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

FOR PUBLIC LISTING OF FAITH 
In accordance with a State Con

vention recommendation, the Nation
al Spiritual Assembly suggests that 
local Assemblies take steps to have 
their address or meeting place list
ed in the manual or directory issued 
by Chambers of Commerce in the 
larger towns and cities. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITuAL ASSEMBLY 

BAHA'I NEWS FILE COPIES 
Baha'is wishing to complete their 

files of BAHA'i NEWS will have op
portunity during the Convention to 
purchase missing numbers beginning 
with No. 50, at 10 cents per copy or 
three for 25 cents. The supply of cer
tain issues is very limited, hence it 
is a case of first come--first served. 
It would expedite service it a list 
of the desired numbers were pre
pared in advance and handed to the 
Baha'i who will have charge of the 
sales table in FotUldation Hall. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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the work, which is to be fit for God 
to use, because God does not do His 
work with people who are too much 
tainted with the world, God sends 
us suffering, bitternesses that we 
need, in order to generate force 
enough to make the supreme step 
from the personal will to the will 
that is handed over to God. 

In complete faith, God fulfills our 
hope if it is true, but He does not 
fulfill our wishes, and as long as we 
have the sense of wish uppermost 
in our mind, our Baha t i career is 
one of frustration. So you can see 
that the quicker we give up our will, 
the quicker that happiness and hope 
will come to us, because there is 
nothing for God to take away from 
us, He can only give. We create the 
things He has to take away and then 
we are upset, but if we give of our
selves, we've given all we've got. 
And it doesn't make any difference 
from a human point of view, what 
the capacity is, or the station in 
life, or the experience, or training, 
or anything. In the kingdom of God, 
there is an equality of being. 

So friends, if we are asking our
selves, "What is happening to the 
Baha!is ?"we are being torn in two, 
because the world is dragging us one 
way and Baha'u'Uah is dragging us 
another, and the quicker we realize 
this, the sooner we can bring our
selves to a W1ity of being and give 
ourself to God to use: the better for 
us, the better for the Plan of God, 
the better for the great work the 
Guardian is carrying on in Haifa. 

MATERIAL FOR 
"THE BAHA'I WORLD" 

Will the friends please note 
that all material submitted to 
The Baha'i World should now 
be sent to the Editorial Com, 
mittee at the address given be, 
low. This Committee is assem· 
bUng all material for the vol· 
urn e covering the two· year 
period April, 1954, to April, 
1956. For the types of material 
requested, please refer to the 
Committee's ((Call for Mate· 
rial" which was published in 
BAHA'f NEWS, August, 1954, 
page 10. 

Baha'i World 
Editorial Committee 
Mrs. Beatrice Ashton, Secy. 
P, O. Box 285 
Waukegan, Illinois 

" 
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The 6rst Local Spiritual Assembly of the Bahi'is of Murcia, Spain. 

PIONEER LETTERS 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
wishes to share the following pas· 
sage from pioneer letters, in accord
ance wiLl its policy of keeping the 
Baha'i world informed of the spirit 
and some of the incidents which 
characterize the unfoldment of the 
World Crusade. 

Excerpt from Pioneer LeHer 
to the Western Hemisphere 

T sa ching CommiHee 

FRENCH GUIANA (Cayenne) 
From Hart Friedland 

Shortly after arrival, Hart re· 
ported: 

"It looks promising in Cayenne ... 
I am very happy to be able to serve 
our beloved Guardian here in French 
Guiana and nO material discomforts 
will upset my equilibrium!" 

In successive letters, this pioneer 
gives many interesting incidents and 
methods of teaching. He exchanges 
English for French lessons from 3 
to 5 P.M, daily. 

"Most of my teaching work goes 
on in the daytime because most peo-

pIe have to go to bed early, 9 P,M. 
(due to the mosquitoe.) ... At 5 P,M. 
I read again the New Era in French 
with a businessman in his store Ibe
tween sales' . , . the Director·Man
ager of two newspapers who is also 
the Director of the local Museum 
is reading the New Era . .. for the 
moment he seems most interested 
and sympathetic." 

Two months later, this pioneer 
furnished a list of 65 contacts giving 
his evaluation of their reaction to the 
Faith as "sympathetic, uninterested 
or neutral." He predicts: 

('One of these 65 names may be the 
first to accept the Faith in Cayenne, 
if it is the wish of Baha'u'Uith." 

One day. two men standing in front 
of a watch repair store whistled at 
this pioneer. He says: 

'(One of these or both of them had 
heard of the Cause and so now twice 
a week we discuss Baha'i Teachings 
in their relation to the Christian Dis
pensation. The owner of the store 
is a liberal Roman Catholic who is 
delighted to open his shop after clos· 
ing hours ... he invites people to 
hear about the Faith ... it is just 
a tiny shop which only holds about 
six people. . Another meeting for 
a few people is held in a taHor shop 
at least twice a month." 
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FINAL APPEAL FROM THE AMERICAN NATIONAL TEACHING COMMITTEE 

MOTeoveT~ in the traditions the terms Hsun" and "moon~' have 

It ~:~::::::~::E:'~;a:;::~:S:~~~~~~::' ::~:::ri~~:s:::i~:al i=========' 

= Teaching Committee enters the month of Fasting and Prayer-humble
:: ness because of the deep sense of our individual inadequacy-faith 
§ because of our confidence in the Power in this Cause, and the hearts 
~ of the American believers. It is so entirely possible for the devotion of 
~ the American believers to fulfill every task assigned them in the great 
~ and holy Crusade. We ask every believer, as we near the close of the 
~=_I Second Year of this Crusade, to ask himself: -

• Can I fill one of the remaining Virgin Goals? 
~ • Can I add to the strength of a Consolidation Goal? 
~ • Can my moving preserve a Spiritual Assembly - or -
~ perhaps assist in re-establishing one in a State 
§ now without such a focus for the Sun of Truth? 
~ • Will I write, today, to my AMUtICAN NA110NAL TEACHING COM- _ I ~=;e;~~;ng where I could go, what help I would need, how -

~ We trust the Jight and illumination of our combined prayers and fast-
~ ing will raise up a true army of light to wrest complete victory from = 
§ the forces of darkness and firmly establish the present goals of the = 
~ Cause of Baha'u'lhili in America. 
~ We are waiting to hear from you all-and we ha"e little time to wait -
~_~ before Ridvlm. 

American National Teaching Committee, 
i 725 South Alvarado Street, -
~===§ Los Angeles, 57, California -

Mrs. Jesma Herbert, Secretary 
1i.llllnllllllllUllllllllllllllllllllllllfllllllllllllllllllll1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111IIIIII!1IJIIIIIIIIlI!IIIIIIIIIIIIUlllllllllllllrlrllllllllili1IIIIIIIIIIIUIIlIIIIIUllllllllllllllllrl~ 

PIONEER LETTERS 
FROM GERMAN GOALS 

The following excerpts from pio
neer letters, translated from the 
Baha'i Nacnrichten of September
October 1954, speak eloquently of the 
sustaining power of Baha 'u 'IHih. 

FRISIAN ISLANDS (Sylt) 
From Elsa Maria Grossmann. 

September 3, 1954. "You can imagine 
how Baha'i letters and news are a 
real breath of life to one on this far
off island, though night and day one 
is connected with the spiritual Home
land . . . When everything in the 
world is going to pieces, we experi
ence ever greater joy and are per
mitted to serve with our whole being 
a Cause which is striding, and will 
continue to stride, from victory to 
victory. This knowlE'dge gives me 
such strength and faith, when stand
ing here alone with my task and look
ing out on the boundless sea, that I 
feel this strength like something I 
can grasp in my hand ... I' 

CRETE 
From Rolf Haug. 

Septemoer 26 and October 14, 1954. 
"Only through His indescribable 
Bounty and Grace is. one permitted 
to experience such a moment as I 
have just passed through-the great 
significance of this time spent in 
spirit and prayer when I dared to 
ask (a friend) the glorious question: 
'Do you wish to become Baha'i?' One 
cannot measure the rapture that 
se;zed us, when, after an affirmative 
answer, we united in prayer and 
begged for steadfastness and guid
ance ... We have been occupied 
especially with the messages of our 
beloved Guardian and set ourselves 
as goals the tasks which are his 
most longing wishes. They are dedi
cated goals and seem almost unat
tainable, but how can we put forth 
the idea of 'impossibility' when we 
are permitted to experience over
whelming proofs of the sure guid
ance of Baha'u'IHlh Himself! Our 
thoughts are often with you and all 
the other friends and we think also 
in prayer of your extremely difficult 
tasks." 

CANADA 

Israel Branch for 
National Spiritual Assembly 
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The Canadian National Spiritual 
Assembly reports in their BAHI/f 
NEWS for February, 1955, that the 
Israel Branch of that National As
sembly was formed on November 20, 
1953, and that the title deed to prop
erty registered in their name on Mt. 
Carmel has recently been received. 
Title was transferred to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 
of Canada, Israel Branch, on October 
1, 1954. The friends will recall that 
the Guardian announced this event 
in his letter of October 1-"a house 
valued at ten thousand dollars and 
situated in the immediate neighbor
hood of the Bilb's Sepulcher." 

Teaching in Languages 
Other than English 

For several months, according to 
the January issue of Canadian Baha'i 
News, the National Teaching Com
mittee has carried on a teaching pr~ 
gram among Ukranians in Canada. 
Booklets giving the principles of the 
Baha'i Faith have been prepared in 
Ukranian, and advertisements placed 
in a Ukranian newspaper inviting 
readers to write for information. 

More than 300 inquiries had come 
in by the first of the year, and from 
these active contacts have resulted. 

The success of the Ukranian pr~ 
gram has encouraged the Committee 
to plan similar campaigns to reach 
other language groups in Canada. 

CONVENTION 
ARRANGEMENTS 

The Convention Arrangements 
Committee urges the Baha'i dele
gates and visitors planning to attend 
the Convention to make their hous
ing reservations promptly. Hotel res
ervations should be made direct and 
a deposit should accompany the let
ter. Hotels in Evanston where all 
Baha'is are welcome are: 
The Evanshire Hotel, 

860 Hinman Ave. 
Single $5, Double with twin beds 

$7.50 
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The Evanston Hotel, 840 Forest Ave. 
Single $4, Double $6, Twin Beds $7 

The Georgian Hotel, 422 Davis street 
Single $5.50 to $11, Double $9 to $11 

The North Shore Hotel, 
1611 Chicago Ave. 
Single $5 and $5.50, Double $7 
Delegates and visitors wishing ac-

commodations in private homes 
should send their request for reser
vations to: 

Mrs. Priscilla Hassan 
1244 Maple Street 
Wilmette, Illinois 

or to 
Mrs. Edna Coleman 

1227 Leon Place 
Evanston, Illinois 

Names and addresses of motels will 
be furnished on request. 

As annoUc">lced in February BAHA'i 
NEWS. child care will be provided 
only during daytime sessions but the 
arrangements do not include care for 
infants or very young children re
quiring individual attention. 

The believers are again requested 
not to bring to the Convention any 
non-Baha'is, for they cannot be ad
mitted to the sessions no matter how 
close to the Faith they may be. The 
Feast of Ri<;lvan and the Baha'i Pub
lic Congress are the only occasions 
when non-Baha'is will be admitted. 

For the Baha'is arriving early, 
there will be an informal reception 
in Foundation Hall, Wednesday eve
ning, April 27, at 8:00 p.m. 

BAHA'I PRESS SERVICE 
World Religion Day 1955 

Reports received on the observ
ance of World Religion Day, Janu
ary 16, 1955, indicate a substantial 
increase in the number of public 
meetings and radio broadcasts, and 
in the use of newspaper publicity and 
advertising, and of displays in store 
windows and public buildings. 

Public meetings were reported by 
154 communities, with many of the 
larger cities welcoming large num
bers of contacts and new inquirers. 
The majority of programs featured 
Baha'i speakers: others included 
public figures from other fields, and 
the panel discussion type of presen
tation. 

The Albuquerque community de
parted from the usual pattern by 
scheduling fifteen-minute broadcasts 
on three radio stations, spaced 
throughout the day, in place of a 

public meeting. Post cards announc
ing the broadcasts were mailed to 
1000 persons, and a group met to 
listen to the afternoon broadcast and 
to discuss the theme informally. The 
Assembly and radio stations re· 
ceived many favorable comments, 
indicating the value of this type of 
World Religion Day proclamation, 

Ten other communities - Yuma, 
Arizona; Arlington, Virginia; Salem, 
Oregon; Buffalo, New York; Mont
gomery, Alabama: Baltimore, Mary
land; Kokomo and Logansport, Indi
ana; Anchorage and Fairbanks, 
Alaska-presented radio broadcasts 
from five to thirty minutes in length, 
some using Press Service tapes or 
scripts, others using original scripts 
written for the occasion, Two radio 
stations in Anchorage, Alaska, 
broadcast spot announcements for 
the public meeting and two stations 
gave fifteen-minute programs for the 
broadcast of tape recordings. 

Flint, Michigan, ohtained twenty 
spot announcements on five local 
stations and one station each in Bay 
City, Owosso and Saginaw. Four 
stations in Chicago, three stations 
in Portland, Maine, and one sta
tion _in Silver Springs, Maryland, 
and in Maui, Hawaii, broadcast spot 
annoW1cements. In Baltimore, Baha'i 
speakers were guests during one-half 
of a fifteen-minute regular weekly 
program on two successive weeks. 
WMAR-TV in Baltimore telecast a 
fifteen-minute panel discussion fea
turing three Baha'i speakers and 
moderator. Boise, Idaho, reported 
use of a ninety-word announcement 
over KIDO-TV. 

Totals of newspaper publicity for 
World Religion Day reached a new 
high in proclaiming the Baha'i teach
ings through the press. Two hundred 
six newspapers in 148 cities carried 
a total of over 1100 column inches of 
publicity, with a combined circula
tion of 18,500,000 copies. Publication 
of the news releases was undoubted
ly stimulated by the official recog
nition extended by the U.S. Cham
ber of Commerce in their booklet 
Special Days, Weeks and Months for 
1955. 

Posters carrying the World Reli
gion Day announcement and a pic
ture of the Temple were displayed 
in Indianapolis, Maui, Montgomery, 
and in Flint and eleven surrounding 
towns. Store windows, public li
braries, hotels and public utility 
companies were used to present the 
message. In some communities this 
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was supplemented with mailed no
tices and personal invitations to the 
public meetings. 

Results in all these phases of pub
lic relations emphasize the para
mount importance of World Religion 
Day in proclaiming the Baha'i Faith, 
and show promise of even greater 
activity next year. 

-BAHA'f PRESS 5ERvJcE 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 
PRESENTATIONS 

The Public Library Committee has 
appreciated very much the interest 
and activity of the librarians and 
other Baha'is who are placing books 
in libraries all over the country, At 
times our correspondence is volumi
nous, and, with work now beginning 
on the files of records, the Commit
tee pleads for your tolerance and pa
tience if answers to your 1etters are 
delayed. 

A few suggestions may be helpful 
to those wishing to give books to li
braries: 

Know your Baha'i books and do
nate to libraries first those which 
will interest the public most, A dead 
book on the library shelves does not 
predispose the librarian to receive 
more of our books. See the suggested 
list in the December BAHA'i NEWS. 

It is not iron-clad but may be help
ful. 

Be a user of the library yourself 
and, whenever possible, become ac
quainted with the librarian. When 
you are presenting books, it is a good 
idea to include a good general pam
phlet which gives an over-all view 
of what the Faith stands for. We 
have fOWld that the 4Iyellow Templ~ 
pamphlet" is excellent for this pur
pose, as it was designed for mass 
presentation at the House of Wor
ship. 

In an interview with the librarian, 
the subject heading IIBaha'i Faith,n 
not I'Baha'i World Faith", should be 
suggested for use in libr ary ca ta
logues. Word from National Head
quarters tells us that the latter ter
minology is used chiefly for promo
tional purposes. It is not wrong; but 
it is better for libraries to use, if 
possible, a uniform entry. We under
stand that the question of a proper 
subject heading is being discussed 
with the Library of Congress at the 
present time, and, if that institution 
agrees to adopt "Baha'i Faith" in
stead of "Baha'ism", which it uses 
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Ba.bi!is &lid frieDds at the 1954 British Baba.'i Summer School,. Exeter. England. 

at present, it will be easier to per
suade librarians to make the change 
in their local libraries. However, the 
Library of Congress leaves librarians 
free to do a.s they like. The Uni ver
sity of Illinois Library ,one of the 
largest in the country t has, at the 
suggestion of the local Library Com
mittee, changed all its subject head
ings to the desired form. 

The University of Illinois Library 
might also be cited as having adopt
ed two other procedures which other 
libraries may wish to follow, espe
cially those which, to date, do not 
have too large a collection of Baha'i 
books and therefore will not mind 
changing a few card entries: 

1. Baha'i books are not entered un
der the names of Baha'u'Uah and 
jAbdu'l-Baha, as author cards, but 
appear all together under the sub
ject, "Baha'i Faith," which is cer
tainly the way most people would 
look for them at present, as the 
proper names are difficult to spell 
and almost impossible for the public 
to remember. This brings aU Baha'i 
books together under one heading. 

2. Baha'i books are classified un
der the Dewey Decimal number 
299.15, which brings them under the 
number for "non-Christian reli
gions." This is accurate enough and 
much better than 297, the number 
for the Muslim religion. The ".15" 
stands for Iran, under a classifica
tion which stems from the Indo-Eu
ropean languages. Any librarian will 
understand this classification when 
she looks it up in the Dewey Deci
mal Classification. 

Work with public libraries (and 
other libraries. not so designated but 
serving various groups of the pub-

lic) can be a very important and 
valuable part of public relations, for 
they can make available the Teach
ings of our Faith in a direct and 
yet impersonal way to thousands of 
potential seekers who may not feel 
ready to attend meetings or weJcome 
personal propaganda. 

-PUBLIC LmRARY COMMIITEE 

AMERICAN INDIAN 
SERVICE COMMITIEE 

"A New Day Comes" 
Booklet in Cherokee Language 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has approved the publication of a 
compilation of Baha'i Writings on 
which this Committee has been 
working for the last year and a half. 
The publication of this booklet, A 
New Day Comes, in the Cherokee 
language completes one of the World 
Crusade goals assigned to the Amer
ican Baha'is. This booklet contains 
a short introduction to the Faith and 
excerpts from the Writings of Baha w 

'u'llah and 'Abdu'l·Baha. These ex
cerpts illustrate The Oneness of 
Mankind, The Oneness of God, and 
The Oneness of The Planet. This 
booklet is avaHable in Cherokee in 
limited numbers, without charge, to 
those who have opportunity to make 
use of them. 

This pamphlet has also been pub
lished in English and copies are 
available without charge to the 
friends who are teaching or seeking 
to teach among the Indians. 

A Brochure of Teaching Sugges
tions is now available for $.50 with 
corrected insert and supplement 
sheets. Those who have already pur
chased the brochure may secure 
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these extra sheets without charge 
upon request. All orders and corre
spondence may be addressed to: 

American Indian Service Com-
mittee 

Mrs. Nancy Phillips, Secretary 
736 Encanto Drive, S.E. 
Phoenix, Arizona 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
The Union of International Asso

ciations, Brussels, Belgium, has edit
ed (with the collaboration of United 
Nations) and published a Yearbook 
of International Organizations, 1954-
1955. Baha'i futernational Communi
ty, representing the twelve National 
Spiritual Assemblies in their collec
tive relationship to the UN as an 
international nongovernmental or
ganization, is listed and described on 
pages 267 and 268. This volume 
makes an excellent reference in con
tacts with libraries, universities and 
liberal peace and humanitarian or
ganizations. 

The House of Worship continues to 
be a favored subject for illustration. 
In The Evanston Review for Janu
ary 13 and Wilmette Life for Jan
uary 20, an advertiser takes space 
for a pen and ink sketch of the Tem
ple as "impressive, descriptive, cre
ative." The magazine supplement of 
The Chicago DaHy 7'ribune for Jan
uary 30 contains a very large illus
tration of the House of Worship in 
a series devoted to important places 
of interest in the city and environs 
of Chicago. A TV show broadcast 
from Chicago in January also depict
ed notable local places, including two 
different views of the Temple. 

A press clipping received from 
Mexico is devoted to an article about 
Guy Murchie, "distinguished author 
from the United States," and his fa
mous book Song of the Sky, men
tioned in this column recently. The 
notice refers to him as a Baha'i, and 
carries a photograph of Mr. Murchie 
and his wife. 

From our pioneer brother Dr. 
Wm. Kenneth Christian, we receive 
twa references to the Faith taken 
from American Ways of Life by 
George R. Stewart, published by 
Doubleday & Co., New York: 

HSome argue that the last three 
centuries have not been highly 
'creative' in religion anywhere, and 
that there has been more religious 
ferment in the United States than 
there has been anywhere else. But 



10 

this is doubtfuL Baha'ism has per
haps affected the lives of more peo
ple than either Mormonism or Chris
tian Science." 

"Within the last century the Sal
vation Army (originating in Eng
land) and Baha'ism (originating in 
Iran) furnish examples of religious 
bodies that have established them
selves in the United States essen
tially not by immigration of people 
but by immigration of ideas." 

International Review of Missions, 
London, includes The Hidden Words 
in its book review department Inter
national Missionary Bibliography for 
January: "Spiritual aphorisms by a 
Baha'i leader of the nineteenth cen
tury." 

The Pacific edition of Army Times 
for January 5 has a column entitled 
"The Light Touch" in which a pun 
is made on the word "Baha'i"-evi
dence that the word is now well 
known and requires no interpretation. 

Commerce. Chicago, for Decem
ber. 1954, has an article 112,300 
Churches Serve City," which illus
trates the BahA'i Temple, referring 
to it as Han impressive architectural 
achievement north of the city." 

SOtlare and Compass, A Journal 
of Masonry, which goe s to a bout ten 
thousand Masons in Colorado and has 
a national and international circula
tion, has an excellent article on the 
Faith by Cynthia Olson. 

The February issue of The Spec
tator, published by Judy Publishing 
Co., Chicago, has a full-page article 
entitled I'Baha'i" which is very well 
written. 

BAHA'I NEWS MAILING 
Each individual Baha'i receives his 

copy of BARA.'i NEWS by direct mail. 
Besides his or her personal copy, 
each Assembly secretary receives an 
additional copy for the Assembly file. 

If there is more than one Baha'i 
in the family and one copy is suffi
cient, please notify the National 
Baha'i Administrative Headquarters, 
listing the members of the family 
and indicating the member to whom 
BAHA'f NEWS is to be mailed. We 
prefer not to address it to "Mr. and 
Mrs." as this complicates our sten
cil system which is used for other 
purposes besides mailing BAHA'i 
NEWS. 

BAHA'f NEWS cannot be forwarded. 
Therefore, if you are planning to be 
absent from home for a time, please 
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Baha'is and frteDds from Canada., the United States and Germany at the 1954 
Baha'i Summer Conference held in Ba.nff~ Alberta, Canada. 

request the person taking care of 
your mail to either hold your BAHA'i 
NEWS for your return. or to re-ad
dress it and re-stamp it for for
warding. 

Changes of a ddres s should be re
ported directly to the National Baha'i 
Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois, U.S.A. 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
Missou]a, Dolontana, a virgin goal 

city a few months ago, now has nine 
settlers. 

In Dover, Delaware, a chapel pro· 
gram was presented by Baha'is at 
the Delaware State College. Baha'i 
prayers opened and closed the meet
ing which featured a taJk, "Intro
duction to the Baha'i Faith." 

The Baha'i communities of Kansas 
City and Leawood, Kansas, and Kan· 
sas City, Independence and Blue 
Township, Missouri, sponsor regular 
bi-monthly Sunday Baha'j school 
c1asses for children. Teachers serve 
in rotation from the several commu~ 
nities. Seven children of non-Baha'I 
parents are now attending. Classes 
for the parents are offered at the 
same times. 

Baha'is of the Detroit, Michigan, 
area hold weekly devotional pro
grams in the auditorium of State 
Hall at Wayne University. The read
ings follow the programs used at the 
Baha'i House of Worship, and tape
recorded music is played. 

In recognition of the great need 
for funds and in answer to the ap
peal from the National Treasurer 
the believers of Albuquerque, Ne~ 
l'tfexico, engaged in daily prayer for 
the specific purpose for 19 days be
ginning with the Feast of Honor. 

For the sixth consecutive year a 
member of the Alburquerque, New 
Mexico Baha'i Community has ad
dressed a class in HThe Philosophy 
of Religions" at the University of 
New Mexico. The first invitation by 
the instructor has been repeated 
each semester that the class has 
been offered. This class-comparable 
to one on comparative religion-has 
a speaker from each of the major 
faiths and divisions whenever pos
sible throughout the semester, and 
it is interesting to note that the 
Baha'i speaker is always invited to 
speak near the end of the semester. 
The Faith is recognized as the one 
which unifies all the faiths previous
ly studied. 

Sioux Fans, South Dakota, Baha'i 
Youth were invited to provide a 
speaker for the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church at Mitchell, South Dakota 
to address a group of college stu~ 
dents. Many questions were asked 
and over 100 pieces of literature dis
tributed in response to requests. 

The Anchorage and Anchorage Re· 
cording District Local Spiritual As· 
sembHes are sponsoring an eight
weeks' class for the public on "Com
parative Religion". Special news 
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stories On the classes appeared in 
both the daily newspapers. 
Inter~Racial work in Alaska con

tinues with Baha'is functioning on the 
local NAACP in the positions of 
chairman of the executive board, 
chairman of the press and publicity 
committee, treasurer, chairman of 
the finance committee, and members 
of the community coordination com
mittee. 

In addition to regular fireside and 
deepening classes the Anchorage 
community has initiated public 
speaking classes and a group dy
namics program. 

DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS 
AT HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Baha'i House of Worship at 
Wilmette, Illinois, is dedicated to the 
Unity of God, the Unity of His 
Prophets, the Unity of Mankind_ In 
this spirit, public worship is con
ducted each Sunday at 3:30 P,M. in 
the auditorium. Readers at these de. 
votional programs include Baha'is 
and guests. Choral selections are by 
the Baha'i House of Worship A Cap
ella Choir. 

The programs for the month· of 
February follow: 

Order of Devotions-February 6, 1955 
The light of men is Justice, Quench it not 

with the contTaTY winds of oppre.ssion and 
tyJ"4n7il/. The pU"TJJOse .oj justice i.s the appea.,.
«nce of unity a.mong men. -Baha'll'lIah 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Ari.qe, 0 Goct and Show Th.y Might-Haydn 
M. Morgan 

BARA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers and Meditations, CLXIX, p. 261 

HINDU SCRIPTURES (The Ordinances of 
Manu) 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Isaiah 59: 1, 2, la, II, 14-21 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Matthew 7:7-12: Luke 16:10 

QUR'AN 
SUra XVI: 9:2, 9-:3": Sura VI: 153, 154 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Juclae Me, 0 God-Felix Mendelssohn Bar

tholdy 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

The Hidden Words of Baha'u'lUih, From the 
Arabic, No. 2 

The Advent of Divine Justice, p. 23 
GJeanings, pp. 204-205 
Gleanings, pp. 342·343; CXII, p. 218: XII, p. 
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Prayers and Meditations, CLXVI, p. 259 

CHORAL SELECTION 
o Thou, by Whose Namll! (Prayer of Baha-

'u'IUih) - Charles Wolcott 

Order of Devotions-February 13, 1955 
The WOTd r:rl God is like unto a tree: its 
planting gTOUnd must be the hearts of peop!e, 

-Baha 'u'llah 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Out oj the Deep-C. H. Trevor 
BAIIA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayers and Meditations, IV, p. 6 
Gleanings, p. WT: CI, p. 206: XCIX, p. 2(1{\ 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Psalm 19 

NEW TESTAMENT 
.Jonn 1:1-.5; 14:1-17 

CHORAL SELECTION 
The Loril's My Shll!pherd-arr. Gordan .Jacob 

QUR'AN 
Sura III: 25-29 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings. p. 186, pp_ 30:J-.3(]4 
Gleanings, pp. 294-295, 296-297 
Prayers and Meditations, II, p. 4 

CHORAL SELECTION 
In Solemn Silence-Ippolito! Ivanof 

Order of Devotions-February 20, 1955 
Know ye not whu We created you aU fmm the 
same dust? That no one should exalt himself 
over tM othe?', Ponder at aU times in your 
MaTts how ye weTe created. Since We have 
cTeated t,rou aU fTom one same substance it is 
incumbent on 1,/00 to f:te even as one soul, to 
walk with. the same feet, eat with. the same 
mouth and dW€U in the same [and, that from 
your inmost being, by your deeds afld actions, 
the signs 01 onene.ss and the essence oj de_ 
tachment may be made m-anifest.-Bahli'll'ltah 
CHORAL SELECTION 

o Ca.st Me Not Away jrom Thy Countll!nance 
-Johannes Brahms 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers and Meditations, LIX, p. 94 

BHAGAVAD-GIT A (Hindu Scriptures) 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Isaiah 64:8·9; Malachl 2:10; Deuteronomy 
10: 19; Leviticus 19:34 

NFW TF:ST AMENT 
The Act5 17:26: 1 John 2·9-11; Galatill;ns 5:13 

QITR'AN 
Sura XLII: 22 

CHORAL SELECTION 
He ShaH Give Hi& Ange[s Cflarge Over Thee 

-Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

The Hidden Words of Baha'u'I'ah (twm the 
Arabic), No. 68: Gleanings, pp. 2BB-28S; 
pp. 2"18-219 

The World Order of Baha'u'lIah, pp. 202-2'03; 
Gleanings, CXVII, p. 249 

Prayers and Meditations, xxm, p. 26 
CHORAL SELECTION 

au.,. God Wiu We PTaise--5ergel Rach. 
maninotf 

Order of Devotions-February 27, 1955 
No man shall atta.in the shores of the oC'll!an 

oj true under.standing except h.e be detached 
jrom all th.at is in heaven and on earth. Sanc
tify your .fouls, 0 ye P"'!op!es oj ~ wcrrld., 
that happily ye may attam that statton which 
God hath destined fOT you. -BaM.'ll'IlAh 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Hea.,. My CnJ, 0 God-Alexander Kopyloff 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Communion with God, p_ 2" 
The Kitab-l-Iaan_ p. 69. p. 7D, pp_ 145-146 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Proverbs ::; :1-5, 13-15 

NEW TESTAMENT 
James 1: 5-8: 1 Corinthians 2:9--15 

CHORAL SELECTION . 
Griel'e Not the Holy Spirit-John Stamer 

QUR'AN 
Sura XXVIII: 73, 7.5-80 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS, Gleanings, pp. 
259-200: The Kitab-i-Iqan, pp. 3-4 
Prayers and Meditations, LXXII, p. lI8 

CHORAL SELECTION 
FTom the Sweet-Scented Streams (Prayer 

of Bah3.'u'llahJ-Charles Wolcott 

Out of Stock 
The Seven VaHeys and the Four 

Valleys_ By Baha'u'llah. The paper 
edition is temporarily out of stock. 
A new binding is being prepared, to 
be available about March 1. Orders 
are being recorded for shipment 
when available. Burgundy red paper 
cover, stamped in silver, 4 x 6 inches, 
an attractive companion volume to 
the paper edition of The Hidden 
Words . 

Price remains ..... . .... $ .75 
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HOLY DAYS 

March 21, Feast of Naw-Riiz, begin
ning the Baha'i Year 112. 

April 21-May 2, Feast of Ric;lvim 
(Declaration of Bahil'u'lIah) 

April 21, First day of Ri9van 
April 29, Ninth day of Ri\fvan 

PERIOD OF THE FAST 
March 2-21 
FEASTS 
March 2-IAla', Loftiness 
March 21-Bahil, Splendor 
April 9--Jalal, Glory 
April 28-Jamill, Beauty 
NATIONAL CONVENTION 
April 28-May 1 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
March 25, 26, 27 
April 27 

BAHA'i HOUSE OF WORSHIP 
Visiting hours 

Weekdays and Saturdays: 
1:00 P.M __ :OO P.M. 
(the Auditorium only will be 
open) 
Sundays: 10:30 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 
(the entire building will be open) 

Service of Worship: Sunday at 3 :30 
P.M_, lasting until 4:15 (No guid
ed tours will be conducted during 
the program of worship,) 

Holy days and Anniversaries cele. 
brated at the Baha'i House of Wor
ship 

Feast of Naw-Ruz, March 21 

Holy Days and Anniversaries cele
brated at the Baha'i House of Wor
ship are open to the public. The 
meeting begins at 8:00 P.M. of the 
day preceding the anniversary 
date, 

'~GloTY be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid-seTvant have gathered under 
the shadow of Thy mercy and they 
are united through Thy favor and 
generosity. 0 Lord Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine for them every good 
through Thy bounty and grace _ .. " 

- BAIDi. 'u'uJ.H 
Washington, D.C. - Mrs. Corinne 

Newkirk Ingram to Mr. Leslie Eu
gene Maghan, December 4, 1954 . 
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Mr. Fred Amendt 
Baltimore. Maryland 
September, 1954 

Miss Lei Lange 
Lima, Ohio 
December 18, 1954 

Miss Josephine Nelson 
Los Angeles. California 
De cember 25, 1954 

Mr. Albert C. Sanders 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
December 24, 1954 

MARCH. 1955 

Mr. Frank Ingalls 
St. Louis, Missouri 
January 20, 1955 

Mrs. Edith Hoover 
Denver, Colorado 
December, 1954. 

"Death projJereth unto every con
fident believer the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
oearer of gladness. It conferreth the 
gift of everlasting lije/' 

-BAH..\'U'LLAH 

Mrs. Salome H. Engelder 
Brecksville, Ohio 
December 29, 1954 

Mr. John Nunziker 
Snohomish, Washington 
January 11, 1955 

Miss Caroline Carlson 
Kansas City, Missouri 
January 17, 1955. 

BAHA'I DIRECTORY CHANGES AND ADDITIONS 
AssEMBLY SECRETARIES 

California (South) 
South Bay Jud. Dist.: Mrs. Ardis Bergeron, 
15936 South Florwood. Lawndale 

Illinois (North) 
Wilmette: Mrs. Doris Holley, Secy. pro-tern. 
536 Sheridan Road 

Puerto Rico 
(Area not defined): Miss Christine McKay, 
Ave. Ponce de Leon 762, Santurce 

South Dakota 
Sioux Falls: Mrs. Corrine D. Chase, 
614 North Minnesota Ave. 

CoNSOLIDATION 

National Youth 
Mr. John McHenry, Jr., Chairman 
Mrs. Valerie Rassekh, Secretary, P.O. Box 1053, Stanford, 

Calif. 
Mr. Chas. Cornell 
Mr. Michael Marney 
Miss Helena Somerhalder 
Miss Gail Allen 
Mr. Nasrollah Rassekh 
Miss Eloise Mitchell 
Mr. Jerry Sandusky 
Mrs. Luba Sandusky 

Area Youth Com m ittees 
Functions: To carry out and apply in their areas, the specific 
suggestions received from the National Youth Committee; to 
conduct regional Youth Conferences; to stimulate teaching 
activities by Baha'i Youth in their areas; to encourage de
velopment of new local youth groups; to submit report of 
Youth activities regularly to the National Youth Committee. 
New England Area youth Committee 
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massa.chusetts, Connecticut, 
Rhode Island. 

Mr. Lance Mead, Chairman 
Miss Margaret Doull, Secretary. 113 Congress Ave., 

Providence, R. 1. 
Miss Elizabeth Small 
Mr. Chet Allen 
Mr. Iraj Sabet 

North Atlantic Area Youth Committee 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania 

Mr. Kenneth Kalantar. Convener, 314 Washington Ave., 
Dtunont. N. J. 

Mr. Alex Shinley 
Mr. Hormoz Sabet 
Miss Penny Anderson 
Miss Ellen Sue Weintrob 

Central Atlantic Area Youth Committee 
West Virginia., Virginia, Dist. of Columbiat Delaware, Mary
land, N oMh Ca.rolina 

Mrs. Caroline P. Wooten, Convener, 805 Watts St., Durham, 
N.C. 

Mr. Ray Lippitt 
Miss Quida Cooper 
Mr. Richard Parmelee 
Mr. John R. Nichols 
Mr. Perry Gawen 

Central States Area Youth Committee 
Illinois, Wiscon.siQ, MinDesota, Iowa 

Miss Georgia Halberstadt, Chairman 
Miss Jane Gibson, Secretary, 1514 Elmwood Ave., 

Wilmette. Ill. 
Miss Carol Eggert 
Miss Darlene Erickson 
Mr. James Freeman 
Mr. Oliver Hardiman 
Mr. Peter McLaren 

North Central States Area Youth Committee 
Nortb Dakota, Sollth Dakota, Nebraska 

Mrs. Vera D. Esinhart, Convener, 623 N. Minnesota Ave .. 
Sioux Falls, S. D. 

Mrs. Betty Dempster 
Mrs. Corrine D. Chase 

Rocky Mountain States Area Youth Committee 
Colorado, New Mexico, Wyoming 

Mrs. Janet L. Jones, Convener, 580 S. Franklin St., Denver, 
Colo. 

Mr. Gilbert Grasselly 
Pvt. Quentin Farrand 

Southwestern Area Youth Committee 
Ca.-lifornia y Nevada, ArizODay Utah 

Mr. Stephen Powers, Chairman 
Miss Judy Phillips. Secretary, 736 Encanto Dr., S. E., 

Phoenix. Ariz. 
Mr. Wallie Heath 
Miss Alfreda Tooms 
Mr. Graham Stuart 
Mr. Allen Ward 

Northwestern States Area Youth Committee 
Oregon, Washingion, Idaho, Montana 

Miss Alma Lu Schmidt. Convener, 825 East State, Boise, 
Idaho 

Mrs. Donna Burroughs 
Mr. F'rank Erfurth. Jr. 
Mrs. Frank Erfurth, Jr. 
Mr. Robbie Robinson 
Miss Phyllis Rogers 
Mr. Eddie Williams 

BAHA'I NEWS is pubHshed by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general intt:!!rest are requested from national committees and local assemblies of 
the United states as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in "Wilmette on the first day of the month 
precedJng the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1954-1955: Mrs. Eunice Braun. 
Managing Editor; Mr. David Ned Blackmer, Assistant Editor; Mrs. Beatrice Ashton, Miss Edna True. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. Illinois, U.S.A.. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, illinois, U.S.A. 
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THE GUARDIAN'S 
NA W-RUZ MESSAGE 

(On the) occasion (of the) N a w
Rilz Festival marking (the) opening 
(of the) auspicious year being cele· 
brated (by the) followers (of the) 
Faith (in) approximately sixteen 
hundred centers (in the) Western 
Hemisphere, above eight hundred 
(in) Asia, well nigh three hundred 
(in) Africa, more than two hun
dred (in) Europe (and) over one 
hundred (in the) Antipodes, (I) joy
fully announce (the) commencement 
(of the) excavation (for the) foun
dations (of the) International Ar· 
chives heralding (the) rise (of the) 
first edifice destined (to) inaugurate 
(the) establishment (of the) seat (of 
the) World BaM.'i Administrative 
order (in the) Holy Land. 

(I) announce moreover (the) selec· 
tion (of the) design submitted (by 
the) Hand (of the) Cause, Mason 
Rerney, for (the) projected Mother 
Temple (in) Bahatu'Uah's native 
land, paving (the) way (for the) con
struction (of the) third Ma@riqu'l
A@kar (of the) Baha'i world. 

Urge followers (of) the Faith (in) 
Eastern (and) Western Hemispheres 
(to) arise (and) lend support (to the) 
erection (of) these twin mighty in· 
stitutions (of the) embryonic World 
Order (of) Baha'u'l1ah at (the) 
World Center (of the) Faith (and) 
within (the) cradle (of) His Reve· 
lation. 

Share twin glad tidings (with) all 
National Assemblies. 

-SHOGHI 

March 20, 1955 

BAHA'I YEAR 112 

COMMENTARY: NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ",SSEMBLY 

Beloved Friends: 

The revered Guardian's Naw-Ruz 
Message comes as a great affirma
tion of the progress of the faith of 
Baha'u'llah in its irresistible ad
vance toward the fulfilment of the 
World Crusade. 

It is, indeed, a njoyous announce
ment" ! 

First let us note that it is ad
dressed to Baha'is in about 1600 lo
calities of the West, more than 800 
in the East, nearly 300 in Mrica, 
over 200 in Europe and over 100 in 
the Antipodes. Thus we are part of 
a world community represented in 
approximately 3000 cities, towns and 
villages throughout the earth. 

The beginning of preliminary work 
on the International Archives D).eans 
not only the construction of one more 
imposing building on Mt. Carmel, 
but the first in a series of edifices 
which will establish the institutions 
of the Baha'i W"orld Administrative 
Order in the Holy Land. What are 
these institutioI1.'3? They are the Soul, 
the Mind, the Heart, the Conscience 
and the Arms of Manl Nothing like 
them has ever or could ever have 
existed, because we have had only 
separate races, peoples and nations, 
and the majesty of their noblest in
stitutions faUs far short of those 
created by Baha'u'llah for the New 
Era. 

Regarding the House of Worship to 
be constructed in Persia, we recall 
the request from Haifa published in 
BAHA'f NEWS last summer for sug
gestions and plans. Now the Guar
dian announces that the design pre
pared by Mason Rerney, Hand of the 
Cause in the. Holy Land, has been 
chosen. It will be a momentous event 
when a Baha'i Temple is constructed 
and put into use in the land where 
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the F ai th wa s born and most bitterly 
resisted. 

In conclusion the Guardian urges 
all Baha'is to lend support to the cost 
of these two great edifices, a privi
lege and a bounty to the people of 
Baha. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

"GRIEVED PASSING 
ANNIE ROMER" 

c~Grieved passing Annie Romer, 
devoted, able promoter, pioneer (of) 
Faith. Services highly meritorious. 
Praying progress soul (in) King
dom.1t 

-5HOGID. 

PIONEER CALL 
There is urgent need to release 

some prospective pioneers able and 
desiring to settle in areas outside the 
United States, but prevented from 
leaving their local community be
cause of its small number of mem
bers. Any BahO.'i who, though unable 
to pioneer abroad, can settle in one 
of these local United States Commu
nities would be rendering real serv
ice to the pioneer work by releasing 
some one else for settlement abroad. 

Believers answering this call are 
requested to communicate with the 
American National Teaching Com
mittee. 

-NATIONAL SPmnuAL AsSEMBLY 

LOCAL INCORPORATIONS 
Four local Spiritual Assemblies 

have incorporated during the past 
few months: Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
November 15, 1954; Anchorage Re· 
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The bonding purchased as the National Haziratu'l...Quds of the 
Baha'is of tbe BJ'iiish lsles~ 2'7 RnUand Gate, Westminster, 

London, S.W.'7, England. 

. . . 
cording District, Alaska, January 19, 
1955; Palo Alto, California, January 
31, 1955; and Maui, Hawaii, Febru
ary 21, 1955. There are now 76 incor
porated Assemblies in the United 
States. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEl'dBLY 

INQUIRY CONCERNING 
MISS SHEEA HEADLAM 

Any believer knowing the present 
address of Miss Sheea Headlam, for
merly of Kingston, Jamaica, is re
quested to notify the National Spiri
tual Assembly in order to enable the 
Assembly to forward her some mail 
from the National Assembly of Cen
tral America, which body is clarify
ing her Baha'i status. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

TEACHING MISSIONS 
BY MEMBERS OF 
AUXILIARY BOARD 

.... 

Third Re.port by American 
Hands of the Cause 

Since the second report published 
in the February, 1955, BAAA'£ NEWS, 
vivid accounts have been received 
from Board members describing 
their visits to Baha'i Centers. 

WiHiam deFoTge has completed a 
mission in the Caribbean area, in
cluding visits in Kingston, Port An
tonio and Spanishtown, Jamaica; 
Havana and Cienfuegos, Cuba; Port
au-Prince, St. Marc and Port Soude. 
Haiti; San Juan, Puerto Rico; and 
St. Thomas, Virgin Islands. 

Cities visited by Mr. deForge and 
not listed in previous reports include: 
Washington, D. C.; Wilmington, Del
aware; Hartford, Connecticut; "West 
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Chester, Pennsylvania; Scranton, 
Pennsylvania; Beverly, Massachu
setts; Brattleboro, Vermont; Ip
swich, Massachusetts; Hamilton, 
Massachusetts; East Sullivan and 
Keene, New Hampshire; Buffalo, 
New York. 

Margery McCormick returned to 
Michigan in February to visit centers 
not included in her previous mission: 
Marysville, Port Huron, Dearborn, 
Ann Arbor, Battle Creek, Grand 
Rapids, Muskegon and Niles. In April 
this Board member will go to com
munities and larger groups in In
diana and illinois. Her January 
schedule, mentioned in the Second 
Report, carried her to Birmingham 
and Mobile, Alabama; Jackson, 
Mississippi; New Orleans, Louisiana; 
Houston, San Antonio, Austin, Dallas 
and Fort Worth, Texas. 

Katherine McLaughlin has served 
in South America, addressing meet
ings in Lima, Peru; Guayaquil and 
Quito, Ecuador; Cartagena, Cali, 
Bogota, Bucaramanga and Baran
quiIla, Colombia; Cabenas and Ca
racas, Venezuela; and two virgin 
goals - Margarita Island and Cur
acao, Dutch West Indies. 

Dr. Sarah M. Pereira in February 
met with the Baha'is and addressed 
several meetings in Columbia, South 
Carolina, and Atlanta, Georgia. 

Margot Worley reports visits to Rio 
de Janeiro (second visit); the Sum
mer School, Lancoche, Chile, where 
she gave a course; the land pur
chased to be the site of the future 
Temple; in Chile; Santiago, Puerto 
Varas, and Puerto Montt, Chile; and 
Buenos Aires. 

As reports are received from other 
members of the Auxiliary Board they 
will be summarized in BAHA'i NEWS. 

It becomes clear that three serv
ices are being rendered by these 
missions: stimulus of the individual 
believer; increase of unity and 
knowledge for community and 
group; and effective contact with the 
public .. 

-AMERICAN HANDS OF I"HE CAUSE 

Corinne True 
Horace Holley 
Paul E, Haney 
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HAZIRATU'L-QUDS IN BERN 

The F.Ia~iratu'l-Quds of Bern has 
been purchased, thus fulfilling an
other important objective of the 
World Crusade. Announcement has 
been made by the National Spiri
tual Assembly of the Baha'is of Italy 
and Switzerland, with gratitude to 
the beloved Guardian and other don
ors of the Baha'i world community 
whose generosity made possible the 
achievement of this task. The Guard
ian's approval for the purchase was 
received on February 12, 1955, while 
members of the Italo-Swiss National 
Spiritual Assembly were meeting in 
Bern. Final arrangements for taking 
over the building were completed on 
February 15. And on May 1 the 
F.Ial'iratu'l-Quds will be dedicated to 
the service of the Faith. 

The Bern I:Ia~iratu'l-Quds, which in 
time will become the National J:Ia~i
ratu'l-Quds of Switzerland, is located 
at 13 Dufourstrasse, in the best part 
of Bern, near many embassies and 
fine homes. The building, in a row of 
houses, has a lawn and well·planted 
garden on the side away from the 
street. Two rooms, facing the gar
den, are being made into one larger 
room. Above the first floor there are 
six rooms. 

This is the second I:Ia~iratu'l-Quds 
to be established in the countries of 
Europe which, during the Ten-Year 
Crusade, are working toward the 
erection of National Spiritual Assem
blies, the other being in Paris. 

HAZIRATU'L-QUDS IN ALASKA 
The Anchorage Assembly has re

ported by telegram that a I:ia?iratu'l
Quds was acquired on March 15, 
1955. This property consists of a sin~ 

gle story log and clapboard three
room house with a one-room studio 
attached, standing on a lot measur~ 
ing 50 by 100 feet. It is located five 
blocks from Main Street. 

The l:ia~iratu'l-Ql:1ds Committee of 
the local Assembly has overcome 
many difficulties arising from hOlls
mg shortage and high costs. One 
more goal of the World Crusade has 
been a !tained. 

-NAnONAL SPIRITU"AL ASSEMBLY 
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Newly-acqn1red Haziratu~l-Qnds~ 13 Dnfourstrasse, Bern, 
Switzerland, which in time will become the National Haziratu'l· 

Qnds of Switzerla.nd. It will be dedicated on Ma.y 1. 

CANADA 

World Religion Day 
In Halifax, Nova Scotia, on World 

Religion Day, a rOlUld table discus
sion was held. The local newspaper 
reported the event and the Univer· 
salist minister announced the meet
ing at his morning service. 

The World Religion Day meeting 
in Moncton, New Brunswick, took the 
form of a panel discussion. In the 
audience was a doctor who had lived 
in Haifa for years, had known 'Abdu'l
Baha and treated members of His 
household. He spoke of the love that 
everyone had for "Sir 'Abdu'l-Baha" 
as he called Him. During the War, 
doctors were badly overworked and 
spent much time on their feet, he 
said. One day 'Abdu'l-Baba visited 
the hospital and presented one of the 

doctors with a pair of soft, red Per
sian slippers. This act was stili vivid 
in the doctor's memory. 

A well-attended public meeting was 
held in the Chateau Laurier in Ot
tawa. 

The London community marked 
the day by a public fireside. 

In Charlottetown, the Baha'is ob
served World Religion Day by broad
casting a radio script prepared by a 
member of the community. 

Teaching 
The winter series of public meet· 

iogs in Vancouver presented the 
theme "The Story of the World's Re
ligions" . 

In 'Whitehorse, books have been 
placed in the Public and Army and 
Air Force libraries and are in active 
circulation from the Baha'i commu· 
nity library as well. 

Other communities reporting reg
ular meetings and firesides include 
Winnipeg, Halifax, Ottawa, Trenton 
and Belleville. 
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CENTRAL AMERICA 
A half-page quotation from Baha

'u'll.ih's Epistle to the Son oj the 
Wolf, appeared in Revista Pan
America, a publication from Te
gucigalpa, Honduras, Central Amer
ica. The quotation, which begins "Be 
generous in prosperity . . . ". bore 
the caption "From the Beautiful Re
ligious Philosophy of one of the Man
ifestations of God". 

In the same issue was an article 
entitled UUnitYJ" transcribed from a 
radio talk by Artemus Lamb, which 
presented Baha'i teachings. 

GERMANY AND AUSTRIA 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

the Baha'is of Germany and Austria 
has announced the confirmation of 
the first Baha'i declaration in the 
World Crusade goal of Westerland, 
Sylt, Frisian Islands. 

CONVENTION REMINDERS 
An informal pre-Convention recep

tion for Baha'is will be held in Fotul
dation Hall of the Baha'i House of 
Worship at 8:15 p.m., Wednesday 
evening, April 27. This will enable 
delegates and visitors to become ac
quainted before the regular Conven
tion sessions begin. 

Reservations. If you have not yet 
made your reservations and wish to 
do so throngh the Convention Ar
rangements Committee, please con
tact Mrs. Priscilla Hassan, 1244 Ma
ple Street, Wilmette, illinois, or Mrs. 
Edna Coleman, 1227 Leon Place, Ev
anston, TIlinois. For Hotel reserva
tions write direct to the following 
hotels: 

Evanshire Hotel 
860 Hinman Avenue 
Evanston, illinois 

Evanston Hotel 
840 Forest Avenue 
Evanston, Illinois 

Georgian Hotel 
422 Davis Street 
Evanston, Illinois 

North Shore Hotel 
1611 Chicago Avenue 
Evanston, Illinois 

Child Care: Arrangements have 
been made to furnish care for chil
dren during the sessions of the Con-

vention, 9:00 A.M, to 12 noon, and 
2:00 to 5:30 p.m. At all other times 
they are to be cared for by their 
parents. Care cannot be given at any 
time to children in arms or others 
who require special attention. 

Food: The same type of food that 
was served during the Convention 
last year will be available in FOWl
dation Hall this year, from 10:00 a.m, 
to 7:30 p.m. The menu will consist of 
sandwiches, beverages and other 
light items. 

-CoNVENTION ARRANGEMENTS 

COMMITl'EE 

Delegates and visitors are re
quested to present their Baha'i 
identification cards to help ex
pedite registration before and 
during the Convention. 

AMERICAN INDIAN 
SERVICE COMMITTEE 

The American Indian Service Com
mittee wants to remind the friends 
of the Guardian's Ten-Year Crusade 
Goals for the American Indians: 

r. "The translation of Baha'i litera
ture into ... Cherokee." An in
troductory booklet in the Chero
kee language bas been published 
under the title "A New Day 
Comes". (See BAHA'i NEWS, 

March, 1955, page 9.) 

II. "The conversion to the Faith of 
members of the leading Indian 
tribes H

• 

The goals of teaching among the 
American Indians are to be cen~ 
tered upon this lUlfinished task 
by: 

1. Deepening our teaching efforts 
among members of tribes al
ready contacted, that in the 
near future these contacts may 
become converts to our Faith 
and in turn teacb their own 
people, 

2. Extending our teaching in or
der to reach members of lead· 
ing tribes not yet contacted, 

3. Reconstituting the disbanded 
Macy, Nebraska, Assembly. 

The accomplishment of these goals 
will require an awakened effort on 
the part of the friends across the 
country to reach the hearts of the 
American Indians with the message 
of Baha'u'llah. 'Abdu'l-Baha blessed 
the original Americans with the 
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promise of a happier future when 
they would become illumined by the 
Faith of God for this day. Our re
sponsibility is very clear. 

To assist the friends, the Commit
tee has prepared a several page Sup. 
plement to the Teaching Brochure, 
including a chart of leading Ameri
can Indian tribes, indicating what 
has been accomplished and what re
mains to be done. Also included is a 
special message prepared for the en
lightenment and inspiration of the 
friends by a Baha'i, who is a true 
pioneer in teaching among the In
dians. This message contains clear, 
specific suggestions and bespeaks a 
deep and penetrating lUlderstanding, 
love and appreciation of a people 
long misunderstood, It will surely as
sist and encourage the friends as it 
did this Committee who requested 
its preparation. 

The Teaching Brochure is available 
from the Committee for $.50 a copy. 
The Supplement will be sent without 
charge to all those who have pur
chased Brochures where their ad
dress is known, will be available at 
the Convention and may be had by 
writing: 

American Indian Service 
Committee 

Mrs, Nancy Phillips, Secretary 
736 Encanto Drive, S. E. 
Phoenix, Arizona 

ESKIMO PAMPHLET PRINTED 

A pamphlet, "Message to the Es
kimos," has just been published by 
the Alaska Teaching Committee in 
the Kobuk dialect lor teaching 
among the Eskimos. By alternate 
paragraphs in Kobuk and English the 
teachings are clearly presented and 
the basic principles are delightfully 
illustrated by simple pen and ink 
sketches. 

CAN YOU QUALIFY? 
There are openings in cer

tain islands of the Pacific for 
male teachers for intermediate 
grades, and for weather bureau 
personneL If you can qualify, 
please communicate imme
diately with the 

Asia Teaching Committee, 
112 Linden A venue, 
Wilmette, Illinois 

-AsIA TEACHING COMMITTEE 



BAHA'I NEWS 

The nearest bUild1ng, with the open door. is the newJy-acqmred Hazira.m·]-Quds of 
Istanbul, Turkey. which is to become the National Haziratu'l-Quds of Tnrkey. 
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TEMPLE GUIDES COMMITIEE 
During 1954, according to Temple 

Guides Committee records. visitors 
came to the Baha'i House of Worship 
as follows: 

Total number of visitors .. 105,877 
Day with greatest number of 

visitors, Augnst 22 ...... 2,186 
Month with greatest number 

of visitors, August ...... 25,762 
Number of visitors on: 

Thanksgiving ............... 271 
Christmas .................. 314 
New Year's ................ 486 

Total number since the 
Temple was opened for 
visitors in 1932......... 628,558 

In 1954, 105,877 visitors came to 
the Temple, in other words, 105,877 
people from all over the world heard 
about the Faith of Baha'u'llah and 
were given literature. 

ATe you one of the Baha'is who is 
availing himself of the great priv
ilege of serving at the Temple and 
meeting some of these prospective 
believers? 

One Baha'i writes: 
"Just a note of gratitude to you 

for the privilege and blessing of 
serving at the Temple this summer. 
My guiding days were my spiritual 
holidays and although I came home 
completely depleted, I had an inner 
joy that far outweighed my fatigue. 
My heart is grieved because so few 
Baha'Is are availing themselves of 
the blessing of serving Baha'u'llith in 
His most Holy Temple." 

Many Baha'is can serve as guides, 
starting May 2, for the busy season 

ahead. If you wish to serve in this 
way, contact the: 

Temple Guides Committee 
681 Garland Avenue 
Winnetka, Illinois 

ATIENTION BAHA'I YOUTH 
The National Baha'i Youth Com

mittee announces plans for a youth 
conference to be held in the 
Ifal'iratu'l-Quds, 536 Sheridan Road, 
Wilmette, Illinois, Friday, April 29, 
from 7:30 to 9:30 P.M. An invitation 
is extended to an Baha'i youth to be 
present for the discussion of impor
tant matters that may come up for 
consideration at the regular Conven
tion session during consultation on 
Baha'i youth activities. 

-NATIONAL BAHA'i YoUTH COMMTITEE 

BAHA'I BOOKS 
IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES 

The Public Library Committee has 
in the past, it will be remembered, 
donated books to libraries and, with 
them, the appropriate Library of 
Congress cards. Although we cannot 
at present give books, we still have 
a few cards on hand and Miss Hottes, 
secretary of the Committee, wiU be 
glad to send them out to those who 
wish them. First come, first served. 
We have cards for: Baha.'u'llcih and 
the New Era, 92 cards; Some An
sweTed Questions, 54 cards; BaM'i 
World Faith, 25 cards; God Passes 
By, 43 cards; P.romulgation of Uni
versal Peace, 57 cards. 

5 

Don't forget that the cardinal rules 
for successful work with public li. 
braries are; Choose books wisely 
and keep them moving. If you give 
books which are not easily under
stood by the general public, they will 
never be taken from the shelves 
Eventually they will be discarded b; 
the library and, in the meantime 
new Baha'i books win not be wel~ 
corned. (See suggested list in BAHA'i 
NEWS for December, 1954.) But 
Baha'is may sometimes start them 
moving by themselves drawing them 
out. One believer writes us that this 
is what happened in Park Ridge. 
H ••• I checked on the library books 
and found that many had not moved 
for months and years; some the li
brarian had taken off and stored 
away. I started taking out a few 
each week, and pretty Soon the books 
were being taken out by others as 
well. Just any action has a positive 
effect 1 '1 

Although, as we have pointed out, 
paper-bound books are not usually 
welcomed by libraries, there are oc
casions when they are acceptable. 
We have heard of one library (in 
Alaska) which has a table where pa
per-bound books are displayed for 
public circulation. If your library has 
such a policy, of course a title like 
Tomorrow and Tomorrow might be 
put to use. 

The following letter from Birming
ham, Alabama, is very heartening 
and shows how important the library 
may be as a follow-up to public re
lations work: 

"We found out something from ex
perience that may be of interest to 
other communities, and we'd like to 
pass it on, ... In us-tng the items 
prepared for publication by the 
Press Service, it is sometimes diffi
cult to judge the results, and we had 
become discouraged after printing 
(at no little expense) one of the ads 
and also running several of our own. 
One of our members decided to 
check with the library and we found, 
to our utter amazement, that they 
were having a regular ~run' on our 
books! We had tried, every year, to 
get them to accept new books for 
the library, and were turned down 
just as regularly. Now they were 
begging us to put in new books! So, 
after a campaign of advertising Dr 
publicity, it is well to check with the 
local library, as some people hesitate 
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to make contact with the Baha'is un
til they have investigated for them
selves. One such person was a young 
medical student, who went to the li
brary and dug out the information 
for himself, then wrote Horace Hol
ley for the names of any Baha'is 
here. He is now studying with us and 
is almost ready to become one of us. 
He had been searching for the truths 
for this Day ever since returning 
from Korea and is so happy over 
finding the Faith!' 

Please address all communications 
for this Committee to: 

Miss Flora Emily Hottes, 
406 West Iowa Street, 
Urbana, IlUnois. 

PUBLIC Lrmw!Y COMMrrrEE 

AREA TEACHING 
CONFERENCES 

The Central Atlantic States Area 
Teaching Bulletin reports participa
tion by forty-one believers from sev
en states at the last area teacbWng 
conference, held in Greensboro, 
North Carolina. Consultation on the 
unique problems of teaching in the 
South led to a sharing of ideas on 
workable methods of presenting the 
Faith in this area. 

An Area Teaching Conference to 
be held in Oklahoma City, April 2-3, 
is announced in the bulletin of the 
South Central States Area Teaching 
Committee. Consultation will center 
around the general theme of "Baha'i 
Community Life." 

WORLD RELIGION DAY 
Communities continue to report on 

World Religion Day activities and, 
although a complete picture of the 
nation-wide observance of this day 
cannot be given, the following report 
can be made. (See also BAHA'i NEWS, 

March, 1955, page 8.) 

Public meetings or firesides were 
held in Bellingham, Washington; Ev
erett, Yakima and Salem, Oregon; 
fifteen commtmities in Arizona, Cal
ifornia, Nevada and Utah (reported 
in the Southwestern Area Bulletin 
but not specified by name); Ada 
County, Boise and Grangeville, Ida
ho; Butte, Montana; Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma; Wichita, Kansas; Little 
Rock, Arkansas; Greater Kansas 
City area and St. Louis, Missouri; 
Bay City, Detroit, Kalamazoo and 

Royal Oak Township, Michigan; La
fayette, Indiana; Louisville, Ken
tucky; Cincinnati and Columbus, 
Ohio; Greensboro, North Carolina; 
Greater Miami area, Florida and An
chorage, Anchorage Recording Dis
trict and Seward, Alaska. 

BAHA'I ON THE CAMPUS 
Through a student on the campus 

of Ohio State University in Colum
bus, Ohio, a request was received 
for a Baha'i speaker to explain the 
Faith before a joint meeting of the 
Campus YWCA and YMCA groups. 
Response at the meeting led to many 
questions with students expressin~ 
the desire to attend local Baha'i 
meetings. 

A Baha'; student at Stockton Col
lege, Stockton, California, presented 
a viewing of colored slides to art 
students at the college and their 
teacher. Points of architectural and 
cultural interest from Alaska, Japan, 
Korea, Siam. India, and the Baha'i 
institutions in Israel and Wilmette, 
Illinois, were shown. Most of the 
views concentrated on the Baha'i 
House of Worship and it was pointed 
out that the slides from India were 
made by a visitor to the Fourth In
tercontinental Baha'i Teaching Con
ference. 

BAHA'I ON THE AIR 
At the studios of radio station 

KENI, a public program sponsored 
by the two assemblies in the Anchor
age, Alaska, area featured music 
and a talk on the Bah a' i Faith en
titled "The Rose Garden of God. H 

KEN! also used a fifteen-minute 
tape-recorded talk and gave spot an
nouncement time to mention of the 
Faith. Station KFQD also broadcast 
a fifteen-minute tape presenting 
BaM'; teachings. 

Butte, Montana, reports a state
wide broadcast of the Baha'i Press 
Service script, "The Baha'i Faith 
and World Brotherhood" over the 
Z-Bar Network which maintains sev
en stations in Montana, including 
KXLF in Butte. This was done as a 
part of the Z-Bar Network's radio 
forum presenting topics of current 
interest to the people of Montana. 

Emporia, Kansas, Baha'is ar
ranged for a fifteen-minute Baha'i 
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Press Service tape to be broadcast 
on World Religion Day. 

A fifteen-minute program on the 
Baha'i Faith was broadcast from 
Grangeville, Idaho. 

In Michigan, during Brotherhood 
Week, announcements of Baha'i 
meetings were made on the air from 
these stations in the following com
munities; Flint, WFDX, WKMF, 
WMRP, WBBC, WTAC; Saginaw, 
WKNX; Owosso, WOAP; Bay City, 
WNEM-TV. 

In Ketchikan, Alaska, the Faith 
wa s referred to over station KABI 
during a discussion of World Calen
dars on the program, "Woman to 
Woman". The speaker referred to 
the Baha'i Faith as "the world's new
est lUliversal religion." 

A regular monthly broadcast on 
the Faith and announcements of 
Baha'i activities are made over sta
tion KMVI, Maui, Hawaii. KMVI, lo
cated in Wailuku, Maui, reaches the 
islands of Molokai, Lanai, and part 
of the island of Hawaii. 

Seven radio stations in Miami, 
Florida, three in Miami Beach, one 
in Coral Gables, one in Hollywood 
and one television station in Miami 
make announcements of Baha'i ac
tivities each week. At the time of 
the State Convention a fifteen-min
ute talk on the Faith was given over 
station WQAM, Miami. 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Baha'is ar
ranged for the use of Baha'i prayers 
on the air through the Inter-Faith 
Committee in conjunction with 
the Milwaukee County Council of 
Churches. For seven days, at sign. 
on time each morning and just prior 
to sign-off at night, Baha'i prayers 
were broadcast over stations WTMJ 
and WTMJ-TV. 

Peoria, TIIinois, reports two fifteen
minute broadcasts over stations 
WIRL and WEEK. Baha'l Press 
Service scripts were presented. 

Spokane, Washington, reports talks 
on the Baha'i Faith over stations 
KHQ and KXLY-TV. 

A fifteen-minute Baha'i talk was 
given over station KIMA in Yakima, 
Washington. 

Other commtmities reporting men· 
tion of the Baha'i Faith on the air or 
spot announcements of Bah.a'i meet
ings include: Ada County and Boise, 
Idaho, and Salem, Oregon. 
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NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
Eskimos from Nome, King Island 

and Diomede Island, in Anchorage, 
Alaska, for the Fur Rendezvous, 
were entertained informally by the 
Baha'is. Activity furthering friend
ships with the Eskimos from the 
North, favored by the Northern Peo
ples Teaching Committee and the 
Alaska Teaching Committee, is fol
lowed up through such services as 
visiting patients at the Alaska Na
tive Service Hospital. 

Berkeley, California, evaluating 
its activities, reports that twenty
seven pioneers have gone out from 
that commWlity since the beginning 
of the Holy Year, nine into foreign 
fields and eighteen to home front 
goals. One more is now completing 
arrangements to settle another home 
front goal. Ten elections for replace
ments on the local Assembly have 
been necessary. Only One member 
of the present Assembly was a mem
ber at the beginning of the Holy 
Year. Berkeley's extension teaching 
goal, Stockton, California, is now an 
established community in its own 
right, A new extension teaching goal, 
Sausalito Township in Marin County 
north of the Golden Gate, has been 
a ssigned to Berkeley and three 
members of the commWlity are pre
paring to move to Sausalito to pio
neer. 

In Blue Township, Missouri, a 
Children's World Religion Day was 
observed. Seven children gave brief 
talks on the Hindu, Hebrew, Bud
dhist, Christian, Islamic, Babi and 
Baha', Faith, They explained the 
meaning of the observance of World 
Religion Day all around the world 
and sang songs of friendship. 

In Boise, Idaho, a Baha'i, chair
man of International Relations for 
the Columbian Club (a member of 
the General Federation of Women's 
Clubs) arranged several meetings 
for a visiting author and lecturer, a 
Sikh. who was guest speaker for the 
Boise Valley Institute of Internation
al Relations. On the way to one of 
the meetings it was discovered that 
he knew about the Baha'i Faith, had 
visited the Baha'i House of Worship 
several times and was quite in har
mony with Baha '{ principles. 

This lecturer spoke of the Baha'i 
Faith during his stay and, asked for 
references by two students of Cam
para tive Religion, recommended 
that they study the books of the 

Baha'i World Faith, Baha',s held an 
open-house after the series of meet
ings, with the speaker as guest of 
honor. As a result some ten people 
have asked to attend firesides. 

At a public fireside in Columbus, 
Ohio, a prayer of Baha 'u'llah, set to 
music by an assistant professor in 
the Department of Music at Ohio 
State University, was sung by one 
of the University students. 

After long and patient endeavor 
Baha'is of Rocky 1\lount, N orih Car
olina, held a highly successful first 
public meeting. As a result. two 
weekly firesides have been estab
lished, 

At a public meeting in Tacoma, 
Washington, mOving pictures in col
or produced by an Israeli airline 
showed the gardens On Mount Car
mel and identified them as surround~ 
ing the Baha'i shrine. Audience ac
claim led the projectionist to show 
the film a second time. It was fol. 
lowed by the presentation of color 
slides of the gardens and a talk by 
Baha'is on Haifa's °Garden in the 
Sky". 

Brotherhood Week, February 20-27, 
was observed in many Baha 'i com~ 
munities, The Ada COlDlty, Idaho, 
Spiritual Assembly centered the ob
servance arotuld a showing of slides 
of the Haifa gardens. Anchorage and 
Anchorage Recording District, Alas
ka, combined to offer a program 
which presented racial, national and 
religious aspects of brotherhood. Ex
cellent radio and newspaper public
ity in Butte, Montana, led to good 
attendance at a public fireside. In 
Evanston, Illinois, forty non-Baha'is 
attended an invitational Fellowship 
Tea where the Bahit1 i view of broth
erhood was presented from the Jew
ish, Christian and Islamic back
grounds. nThe Baha'i Faith and 
World Brotherhood" was the subject 
of the public talk given in Flint, 
Michigan. The Norton Male Chorus 
sang at the meeting. Laramie, Wyo
ming Baha'is sponsored a meeting 
at the University of Wyoming at 
which aspects of brotherhood were 
discussed by representatives of sev
eral religions and races, with a 
Baha'i summation. Among the speak
ers were an American Presbyterian, 
an Indian Hindu, a Pakist.ani Mus
lim, an elder of the Latter Day 
Saints Church, and a Negro law stu
dent, Good newspaper and radio pub
licity contributed to the success of 
most of these meetings. 
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DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS 
AT HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The BaM'i House of Worship at 
Wilmette, Illinois, is dedicated to the 
Unity of God, the Unity of His 
Prophets, the Unity of Mankind, In 
this spirit, public worship is con
ducted each Sunday at 3:30 P ,M. in 
the auditorium. Readers at these de
votional programs include Baha tis 
and guests. Choral selection are by 
the Baha'i House of Worship A Cap
ella Choir. 

The programs for the month of 
March follow: 

Order of Devotions-March 6, 1955 
Whoso keepeth the ccmmandments oj God 

shalt attain. everlasting jelicity. 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Ij Ye Love Me-W. H. Monk 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Praye-r of Bah:i'u'l.J..ah 

OLD TESTAMENT 

-Baha'u'Uah 

Deuteronomy 6:1-6; Exodus 20:1-2. 12·11; 
Leviticus 19:18 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Matthew 19;16,21; Mark 12:M...31; John 15:~12 

QUR'AN 
Sura XXIV:50-54 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Thou Knowest, Lo1"d-Henry Purcell 

BAHA'! SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, CXXXIII, p. 289-: CXXXIV, p. 290 
The Hidden Words, From the Arabic, No. 39; 
Gleanings, pp. :333-334 
Prayers and Meditations, XI, p. 14 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Let Thy Holy PTesenee-P. Tschesnokoff 

Order of Devotions-March 13, 1955 
The: purpose of God in creating 1n4JI. hath 

been, and will ever be. to ettab~ him to knou;I 
h.is Creator and to attam His Presence. To 
th.is most exceUent aim, this supreme 0b
jective, alI the heavenly .BookIt and the divine
ly-reveatea and weighty Scriptures unequivo
caUlI bear witnes.s. 

CHORAL SELECTION 
o Sing Unto the Lord.---Hassler 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

-Baha'u'lbib 

Prayers and Meditations, xxxvn, p. 47 
OLD TESTAMENT 

JFi!remiah 31 :31-35; 32:38-40; Isaiah 2:10-11; 
34:1: Psalm 100 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Pl'ai!te the Lord With « Song-P. Kalinnikoff 

NEW TESTAM:ENT 
John 14:1-4: 

QUR'AN 
Suxa I 

EAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, pp. 6f.66, p. 70, p. 215; CXI, p. 217 
Prayers and Meditatlons, p. 171: IV, p. 6 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Almlghtll God. oj OUr FatheTS"-Will James 

Order of Devotions-March 20, 1955 
o SO'll oj Man.! I ktt.led thy creaticm, hence 

1 created thee. WherefOTe, do thou ~Cl'Ve Me, 
that I may l1ame thy name and :tUt thll sou! 
with the spirit oj Ide, 

-BaM'u'lliih 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Alleluia! We Sing with Joy-.Jacob Rand! 
BAHA'1 SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayers and Meditations, xxxvn, p. 47 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Genesis 2:7; 1:26,27; Isaiah 64:8, 9; Psalm 
3:1, a·7 

QUR'AN 
SUra L:7-U, 14, Hi 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Turn Thee, Again, 0 Lord-Thomas Attwood 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, CXXII, p. 259; pp. 325-327 
Gleanings, pp. 340-341; XCV, p, UN 
Prayers and Meditatlons, LIX, p. !* 

CHORAL SELEcrroN 
Now We Sin(J Thy Praise-Tschesnokoff' 
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Order of Devotions-March 27, 1955 
Faith in God~ ana the knowledge oj Him 

cannot be tully realized ercept through. be
[ievfng in at~ that hath. proceeded from Him. 
and by practicing aU that He hath. commanded 
and aU that is revealed in the Book from the 
Supreme Pen. 

In aU thine aDair! put thy retiance \'11 God, 
and commit them unto Him, 

-BaM 'u 1Iah 
CHORAL SELECTION 

o LoTd. InCl"ease Mu Faith-Orlando- Gibbons 
SARA'1 SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayers and Meditations, XXIX, p. 33 
Gleaning's, XXXVII. p. 86 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Psalms 1:1-4: 34:1-3 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Hebrews 11:1-7 

QUR'AN 
Sura XXIV:4I-52 

CHORAL SELECTION 
The Desert Shall Bl.o8som As the Rose
Paul Christiansen 

BAHA'1 SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, p. 251. p. 337, p. 338; LXXTII, 
p, 140 

CHORAL SELECTION 
From the Sweet-scented Streams (Prr:r.ye'f 
oj Bahd'u'tbih)-r.h'" IflCl Wolcott 

BAHA'I SACRED wRITINGS 
Baha'i Prayers, p. 416 

~'GloTY be unto Th,ee~ 0 my God! 
VerHy. this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gathered under 
the shadow of Thy mercy and they 
are united through Thy favor and 
generosity. 0 Lord Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine jor tnem every good 
through Thy bounty and grace . .. u 

-B.A.HA'u'LI.AH 

Beverlv, Massachusetts - Miss Easter 
King Thompson to Mr. Edward Win
slow Hincks, December 28, 1954. 

Berkeley, California - Miss Margaret 
Swengel to Mr. Jolm Bustard, Febru
ary 11, 1955, 

HOLY DAYS 
April 21-May 2, Feast of Ri~v{m 

(Declaration of Baha'u'lhih) 
April 21, First day of Ri~vim 

(about 3:00 P.M.) 
April 29, Ninth day of Ri~vim 
May 2, Twelfth day of Ri<;lvan 
May 23, Declaration of the Bab 

(May 22, about 2 hours after sun
set.) 

May 29, Ascension of Baha'u'llah 
(3:00 A.M.) 

FEASTS 
April !f--Jalal, Glory 
April 28-J am;,l, Beauty 
May 17-'A+amat, Grandeur 

NATIONAL CONVENTION 
April 28-May 1 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETING 
April 27 

BAHA'f HOUSE OF WORSHIP 
Visiting hours 

Weekdays and Saturdays: 
1:00 P.M.-4:00 P.M. 
(the Auditorium only will be 
open) 
Sundays: 10:30 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 
(the entire building will be open) 

Service of Worship: Sunday at 3 :30 
P.M., lasting until 4:15 (No guid
ed tours will be conducted during 
the program of worship.) 

APRIL. 1955 

Holy days and Anniversaries ce1e
brated at the Baha'i House of Wor
ship: 

Declaration of the Bah, May 23 

Holy Days and Anniversaries cele
brated at the Baha'i House of Wor
ship are open to the public. The 
meeting begins at 8:00 P.M. of the 
day preceding the anniversary 
date. 

HDeath profjereth unto every con
fident believer the cup that is ii/e 
indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
bearer of gladness. It con/erreth the 
gift of everlasting life ... " 

-BAHA'u'uJ..a 

Mrs. Carrie E, Morgan 
Beverly, Massachusetts 
January 18, 1955 

Mrs. Hattie Gaskins 
Waterloo, Iowa 
January 30, 1955 

Mr. Leo T. Cochran 
Detroit, Michigan 
January 31, 1955 

Miss :r ane Coulter 
Venice, Caliiornia 
February 7, 1955 

Mrs, Annie Romer 
Manchester, Connecticut 
March 6, 1955 

Mrs. ]3.eatrice Eardley 
Detroit, Michigan 
March 13, 1955 

BAHA'I DIRECTORY CHANGES AND ADDITIONS 
TEMPLE 

Temple Children's School 
Mrs. Frances Hannen 
Mrs. Mary Rodman (delete) Mr. Joe Hannen (delete) 

BAHA'i SCHOOL COMMl'lTEES 

Geyserville Baha'i Schoo] 
Miss Margaret Swengel, Secretary, 1414 Willow Street, 

Martinez, California 
Mr. Melvin Vanderhoof Mr, Thomas Lisota (delete) 

PR()CLAM:ATION 

Public Library Committee 
Mrs. Aden J. Lauchner 

Service to the Blind 
Mrs. Amidee Gibson, Chairman, 844 North HayWorth Avenue, 

Los Angeles >16, California 

CONSOLIDATION 

National Youth 
Barbara Roberts 

AssEMBLY SECRETARIES 

California, (South) 
South Gate: Mrs. Mary M. Kuebler, 10528 Hunt Ave. 

Virginia 
Alexandria: Mrs. Harvey Wiener, 11 E. Bennefonte Ave. 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies of 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee, The Committee for 1954-1955: Mrs. Eunice Braun. 
Managing Editor; Mr. David Ned Blackmer, Assistant Editor; Mrs. Beatrice Ashton, Miss Edna True. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, illinOis, U,S.A, 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, illinois. U,S.A. 
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THE GUARDIAN'S MESSAGE TO THE ANNUAL BAHA 1 CONVENTION 
On the occasion of the triumphant 

conclusion of the second year of the 
Ten Year Plan! rna rking the termi
nation of the first half of the second 
phase of a decade-long Baha'i World 
Spiritual Crusade, I invite the dele
gates assembled at the twelve An
nual Conventions, convened simul
taneously throughout the Baha'j 
world during the RiQ.van Festival, to 
survey with me the multiple evi. 
dences of the progressive unfoldment 
of the incalculable potentialities with 
which this world-enveloping, steadily 
consolidating enterprise has been en
dowed by the Author of the Tablets 
of the Divine Plan at the very hour 
of its inception. 

In every continent of the globe, 
throughout the widely scattered is
lands of the Mediterranean and the 
North Sea, of the Atlantic, the Pa
cific and Indian Oceans, this mighty 
Plan, devised for the systematic exe
cution of the Design conceived by 
the Center of Baha'u'll.ih's Covenant 
for the propagation of His Father's 
Faith, is forging ahead, gaining mo
mentum with every passing day, 
tearing down barriers in all climes 
and amidst divers peoples and races, 
widening irresistibly the scope of its 
beneficent operations, and revealing 
ever more compelling signs of its 
inherent strength as it marches to
wards the spiritual conquest of the 
entire planet, 

Two Hundred Thirly-six Territories 
Now Opened to the Faith 

The number of the virgin terri
tories of the globe opened to the 
Faith has, since the inauguration, 
and in direct consequence of the vig
orous prosecution, of this stupendous 
undertaking, been raised to one 
hundred and eight, swelling the 

number of the sovereign states and 
chief dependencies included wi thin 
the pale of the Faith of Baha'u'lIilh 
to two hundred and thirty-six, above 
two hundred of which have been en
listed under His banner since the 
ascension of the Center of His Cove
nant. 

All the territories within the con
fines of the American, the European, 
the Asia tic and the African conti
nents, assigned to ten Baha'i National 
Assemblies, have, with the exception 
of Soviet-controlled territories, been 
opened. Of the seventy-two islands 
allocated to eleven Baha'i National 
Assemblies 00 less than sixty-four 
have opened their doors to the van
guard of Baha'i Crusaders, leaving 
Spitzbergen and Anticosti Island, 
situated respectively in the North 
Sea and the North Atlantic Ocean, 
Nicobar Islands, Cocos Island and 
Chagos Archipelago in the Indian 
Ocean, and Loyalty Islands, Sakha
lin Island and Hainan Island in the 
Pacific Ocean-one of which is a na
tive reserve, two of which are with
in the Soviet orbit, while four others 
are either privately owned Or con
trolled by private companies-as yet 
unopened by the heroic band battling 
for the Faith of Baha'u'Uah, 

The northern limits of the Faith in 
Europe have been pushed beyond the 
Arctic Circle as far as 70 degrees 
latitude, through the settlement of a 
Baha'i pioneer in Reals Kalen, Bats· 
fjord, Finnmark, only three degrees 
below Arctic Bay, Franklin, the 
northernmost Baha'i Center estab
lished, in the course of the Opening 
Year of the Ten-Year Plan, in the 
North American Continent. Valiant 
pioneers have, moreover, volunteered 
and are busily engaged in devising 
plans, or have actually embarked on 

the necessary preparations, to cross 
the mountain frontiers of Tibet, to 
enter the Ukraine, beyond the Iron 
Curtain. to gain admission to the few 
remaining, hltherto inaccessible is
lands of the Indian and Pacific 
Oceans, and to penetrate deep into 
the Arctic Ocean as far as the ice
bound island of Spitzbergen. 

Number of Races. Languagesr 
Incorporated Assemblies Augmented 
No' less than forty races are now 

represented in the world-wide Baha'i 
Community, which has been recently 
enriched through the enrollment of 
representatives of the Greek, the 
Berber, the Pigmy, the Somali and 
Guanche races. The number of lo
calities where Baha'is now reside is 
well over thirty·two hundred, of 
which fourteen hundred are located 
in the Great Republic of the West, 
over six hundred in the Cradle of the 
Faith, more than three hundred in 
the African Continent, and over one 
hundred each in the Dominion of 
Canada, in Australasia, Latin Amer
ica and in the Indian Sub-Continent. 
In the Mrican Continent alone the 
number of members of the Negro 
race has, within the space of four 
years, increased to over thirteen 
hundred; the number of territories 
opened to the Faith has reached fif
ty-eight, the number of local Spirit
ual Assemblies already established 
and functiOning is now fifty, the 
number of tribes represented within 
the swiftly expanding Baha'i Com
munity is now over ninety, whilst the 
number of African languages into 
which Baha'i literature has been and 
is being translated exceeds fifty. 

The total number of the European, 
the Mrican, the Asia tic and Ameri
can-Indian languages into which 
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Baha'i literature has been and is be
ing translated is one hundred and 
sixty-seven~ of which fifty-five are 
among those included in the provi
sions of the Ten-Year Plan, and twen
ty-four are supplE;mentary languages 
into which- the translation of Baha'i 
literature has been spontaneously 
undertaken by the indefatigable band 
of pioneers and new converts in Af
rica, in South East Asia, in the South 
Pacific Islands and in the Antipodes. 

The number of incorporated Baha'i 
national and local Spiritual Assem
blies has now reached one hundred 
and forty, seventy-five of which are 
located in the United states of Amer
ica, the latest additions to this stead
ily mounting list in other continents 
being the Assemblies of London and 
Manche ster in the British Isles; of 
Ciudad Trujillo in the Dominican Re
public; of Kuching in Sarawak; of 
Jakarta in Indonesia; of Helsinki in 
Finland and of San Juan in Puerto 
Rico. 

Activities at the World Center 
In the Holy Land, the Center and 

Pivot around which the institutions 
of a world-encompassing Admin
istrative Order revolve, steps have 
been taken for the preparation of a 
Synopsis, and for the Codification of 
the Laws, of the Most Holy Book, 
the Kitab-i-Aqdas, the Mother-Book 
of the Baha'i Revelation, as an es
sential prelude to the eventual trans
lation and publication of its entire 
text. 

A FWld has been inaugurated in 
anticipation of the adoption of pre
liminary measures for the ultimate 
construction of Baha'u'llah's Sepul
cher in the heart of the J::Iaram-i
Aqdas recently established in the 
plain of 'Akka. 

The international Baha'i endow
ments on Mt. Carmel have been 
greatly enhanced by the signature of 
a contract with the Israeli Authori
ties for the acquisition of an area of 
thirty-six thousand square meters, 
situated on the promontory of Mt. 
Carmel, overlooking the Cave of 
Elijah, as well as the spot sanctified 
by the footsteps of Baha'u'!lah and 
associated with the revelation of the 
Tablet of Carmel, lor the price of 
one hundred and eight thousand dol
lars, to serve as the site for the 
first Ma@riqu'I-A<Lhkar of the Holy 
Land, the entire sum having been 
donated by Amelia Coliins, Hand of 

the Cause and outstanding benefac
tress of the .Faith. 

The vast area surrounding the 
Bab's Sepulcher has been enlarged 
through the purchase from the De
velopment Authority of the State of 
Israel, of five houses, adjoining the 
last terrace of His Shrine for a sum 
of approximately sixty thousand dol
lars, as well as through the acquisi
tion of. a six thousand dollar plot 
that has been registered in the name 
of the Israeli Branch of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the British Isles; of a 
house, valued at ten thousand dol
lars, that bas been registered in the 
name of the Israeli Branch of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Canada; of a twentYMeight 
thousand dollar plot, to be regis
tered in the name of the Is
raeIi Branch of the National Spirit
ual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Persia; and of a five thousand dol
lar plot to be registered in the name 
of the Israeli Branch of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Australia and New Zea
land. Moreover, steps are now being 
taken for the purchase of several 
properties, valued at approximately 
one hundred and forty thousand 
dollars, the acquisition of which is 
essential for the safeguarding of the 
area in the close vicinity of the 
Bab's Sepulcher, as well as for the 
future extension of the arc around 
which the edifices, destined to serve 
as the seat of the future Baha'i 
World Commonwealth, are to be 
erected. 

Following the expropriation by the 
Israeli Finance Minister, On the recM 
ommendation of the Mayor of the 
City of Haifa, of the plot adjoining 
the site of the future International 
Baha'i Archi'Ye~ on Mt. Carmel, the 
fixing of .the position of the far
fhmg arc, arolUld which the edifices 
constituting the Seat of the World 
Baha'i Administrative Order are to 
be built, the location of the site of 
the building and the preparations for 
the excavation of its foundations. an 
hWldred and twelve thousand dollar 
contract has been signed in Rome 
for the quarrying, the dressing and 
carving of the stones and the fifty
two colnmns of the building which 
will amount in weight to over nine 
hundred tons and are to be shipped 
within less than two years to the 
Holy Land. 
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The landscaping of the extensive 
area stretching between the Bab's 
Sepulcher and the rest;ng-places of 
the Greatest Holy Leaf, the Purest 
Branch and their mother, and des
tined to encircle this Edifice, has 
been undertaken, adding greatly to 
the beauty of the surroundings of 
these consecrated Spots in the heart 
of God's holy Mountain. 

Achievements in the 
Cradle of the Faith 

In the Cradle of the F ai th, the 
site of the Siyah-Q:,,\l, the scene of 
the birth of Baha'u'lhlh's Mission 
and the second holiest spot in His 
native land, purchased in the course 
of the first year of the Ten-Year 
Plan, has been transferred by the 
donor of this holy and historic place, 
Habib Sabet, to the name of one of 
the Hands of the Cause acting as 
my official representative in that 
country. 

A five-year Plan has been inaug
urated for the purpose of raising 
twelve million tumims for the con
struction of the first Ma:illriqu'l
Ac;Lhkitr in that land. The design of 
this historic Edifice has been finally 
selected from among a number of 
designs submitted by Baha'i Archi
tects in both the East and the West 
the choice falling upon the plan con~ 
ceived by the Hand of the Cause and 
President of the International Baha'i 
Council, Mason Remey-a design 
which incorporates a dome reminis
cent of that of the Bab's Holy Sepul
cher. 

A contract has moreover been 
signed as a preliminary step for the 
eventual purchase of the Fortress 
of Chihriq and its surroundings, for 
a sum of over two hundred thousand 
tumans. 

Goal. Attained in the 
United States of America 

In the United States of America a 
plot has been acquired in the pre
cincts of the Mother Temple of the 
West to serve as the site for the 
construction of a Home for the Aged, 
and which will constitute the first 
of the Dependencies to be erected 
around that holiest Baha'i House of 
Worship. Measures have been 
adopted, and the design authorized, 
for the completion of the landscap
ing of the area surroWlding that 
same building. The National Baha'i 
Publishing Committee has been COn-
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Site purchased fur future Mashriqn'l-Arlhkar. New DeIhl. India. (See Baha'i News, 
January, 1955, page 2.) The land, neBI' the village of Kalkaji, is atup one of the high
est points in the area. and overlooks the city ani. its suburbs in almost every directlon. 
It is about fOUT miles from the Na:Uonal Hazj~atll'l-Quds in New Delhi. 'I1::te lot com-

prises 73 bjghas or 24 a.cres, 2100 square yards. 

verted into a Baha'i Publishing 
Trust, fWlctioning lU1der the juris
diction of the American National 
Spiritual Assembly. The total num
ber of American Indian tribes with 
which contact has been established 
has now reached twenty-two, whilst 
members of the Apache, the Chero
kee, the Omaha, the Oneida, and the 
Sioux tribes have been enrolled in 
the American Baha'i Community. 
The number of territories, federal 
districts and states of the United 
States of America where official au
thorization for the conduct of Baha'i 
marriages has been granted is now 
twenty-one, whilst the number of lo
calities in that same country where 
the Baha'i Holy Days are officially 
recognized is over twenty-five. 

Properties Acquired Around the World 

Land for no less than eight of 
eleven Temple sites to be acquired 
according to the provisions of the 
Ten-Year Plan, and involving an ex
penditure of eighty thousand dollars 
has been purchased in the following 
places: in the holy city of Bag!lditd, 

on the banks of the Tigris, blessed 
by the footsteps of Baha'u'IHlh, of 
an area of thirty thousand square 
meters; on the banks of the Nile in 
Cairo, the center of both the Arab 
and Islamic worlds, of an area of 
seventeen thousand square meters; 
in Frankfurt, tre heart of the Eu
ropean continent, of an area of sev
enteen thousand square meters; in 
New Delhi, the capital Df India, of 
an area of sixty-six thousand square 
meters; in Sydney, the oldest Baha'i 
center in the Australian continent, 
of an area of eleven thousand square 
meters; in Kampala~ in the heart 
of the African continent, of an area 
of twenty-four thousand square 
meters; in Johannesburg, the second 
largest city in the African continent, 
of an area of six thousand square 
meters; and in Panama City, the 
importance of which has been under
lined by 'Abdu'l-Bahil in the Tablets 
of the Divine Plan, of an area of 
twenty thousand square meters. 

No less than fourteen national 
IJa~iratu'l-Quds, out of the forty-nine 
listed in the provisions of the Ten
Year Plan and which are to serve 
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as seats of future Baha'i National 
Spiritual Assemblies, have already 
been purchased, largely through the 
liberal contributions of the Hand of 
the. Cause, Amelia Collins. These 
buildings, involving the expenditure 
of over two hundred thousand dol
lars, are situated in five continents 
of the globe; in London, Bern and 
Vienna in the European continent; 
in Anchorage, Lima and Panama 
City in the American continent; in 
Tokyo, Istanbul, KabUl, Bal)rayn and 
Suva in the Asiatic continent; in 
Johannesburg and Tunis in the Mri
can continent; and in Auckland in 
the Antipodes. Negotiations for the 
purchase of three additional l:fa~i
ratu'l-Quds, in the cities of Rome, 
Jakarta and Colombo are moreover 
under way t while funds, totalling one 
hundred and thirty thousand dollars 
have been pledged for the purchase, 
in the immediate future, of twenty
seven other IJa;,;;iratu'I-Quds in Latin 
America and the European contin
ent. 

Furthermore, the sum of fifty 
thousand dollars has been contrib
uted by the Hand cf the Cau-o:;e. Ame
lia Collins, as yet another evidence 
of her munificence, for the purpose 
of establishing Baha'i national en
dowments in no less than fifty coun
tries, situated in all five continents 
of the globe. A plot has, moreover, 
been .purchased in South Africa, a 
property offered in the Aleutian Is
lands and a fund initiated for the 
same purpose in Alaska and Finland. 

Sixteen New National Assemblies 
by Ridvan, 1957 

Such marvelous progress, involv
ing such diversified activities, ex
tending over so immense a 
field J within such a brief space of 
time, and notwithstanding the small
ness of the numbers of the partici
pants in this Global Crusade, the 
meagerness of their resources and 
the restrictions imposed upon them 
by those who are either unsympa
thetic to their Cause, or alarmed by 
their rising influence, or envious of 
tt:e pervasive power of the Faith they 
champion, impels me to announce, 
in anticipation of the opening of the 
third phase of the Ten-Year Plan, 
the formation, during Ric;lvan, 1957, 
in addition to the three Regional Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies to be 
elected in 1956 in the African conti
nent, of thirteen National Spiritual 
Assemblies, some of which will be 
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lhe photograph at the left shows the newly ac
quired Haziratu'l-Quds of Bahrayn in the Per~ 
sian Gulf. Above is the Baziratu'l-Quds of Su.va. 

Fiji Islands, recently purcbased. 

The Baziratu'l-Quds of Aackland. New Zealand, recently pur
chased. The five-room house stands on a. quarter-acre piece 
of laDd with a fifty-foot frontaC"e OD Parnell Road in a central 
pari of the city. The lot goes through to the next street, Aorcre 
Street. A room measuring' tweoiy by fifteen feet, to 'be used 
for meetings, overlooks, beyOlld the immed.ia-te neigbborhood, 
a beautlfal stretch of natJve bush. above and to one side of 
wbich Is the stately War Memorial Museum. Cost of the prop. 

erty was thirty-one hundred pounds. 

regional, others independent, some 
interim and others permanent. 

These National Spiritual Assem
blies, representing no less than forty
two territories will be established in 
four continents of the globe. Four will 
be in Asia: in Japan, in Pakistim, 
in the Arabian Peninsula and in 
South-East Asia. Three will be in 
Europe: in Scandinavia and Finland, 
in the Benelux countries and in the 
Iberian Peninsula. Five will be in 
America: the fir st, combining wi th~ 
in its jurisdiction the Republics of 
Argentina, Chile, Uruguay, Paraguay 
and Bolivia; the second, comprising 
the Republics of Brazil, Peru, Co~ 
lombia, Ecuador and Venezuela; the 
third including Mexico and the Re-

publics of Central America, Costa 
Rica, EI Salvador, Guatemala, Hon
duras, Nicaragua and Panama; the 
fourth embracing the Islands of the 
Greater Antilles, Haiti, Cuba and the 
Dominican Republic, and the fifth in 
Alaska. And lastly, one will be in the 
Antipodes, in the Dominion of New 
Zealand. 

Responsibility for the convocation 
of the eight Baha'i Conventions, 
whose delegates are to elect eight 
National Spiritual Assemblies in 
North, Central and South America 
and in Europe, and which are to be 
held in Anchorage, in Panama City, 
in Port-an-Prince, in Buenos Aires, 
in Lima? in Stockholm, in Brussels 
and in Madrid, will devolve upon the 

National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the United States of Amer
ica; for the convocation of the four 
conventions whose delegates are to 
elect four National Spiritual Assem
blies in Asia, and which are to be 
held in Tokyo, in Karachi, in Bal;trayn 
and in Jakarta, upon the National 
Spiritual Assemblies of the Baha'is of 
the United States of America, of Per
sia, and of India, Pakistan and Bur
ma; and for the convocation of the 
convention whose delegates are to 
elect the National Spiritual Assembly 
of New Zealand, which is to be held 
in Auckland, upon the National Spir
itual Assembly of tbe Baha'is of Au
stralia and New Zealand. 
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Hands of the Cause to Attend 
Historic Conventions 

I call upon the following Hands 
of the Cause to act as my representa
tives at these thirteen historic con
ventions, that are to pave the way 
for the erection, in four continents 
ot the globe, of the pjllars destined 
to support, in varying measure, the 
Universal House of Justice, the- final 
unit in the construction of the edifice 
of the Administrative Order of the 
Faith of Baha'u'llaJt: Valiyu'llah 
Varqa and Horace Holley at the South 
American Conventions to be held in 
Buenos Aires and Lima respectively; 
Corinne True at the Greater Antilles 
Convention to be held in Port-au
Prince; mrlkru'llaJt Khiidem at the 
Central American Convention to be 
held in Panama City; Paul Haney 
at the Alaska Convention, to be held 
in Anchorage; Hermann Grossmann 
and Adelbert Miihls chlegel at the 
Scandinavian-Finnish Convention to 
be held in Stockbolm; George Town
shend at the Benelux Convention to 
to be held in Brussels; Ugo Giachery 
at the Iberian Convention to be held 
in Madrid; 'fara:p1'llah Samandarf at 
the Arabian Convention to be held 
in Bal)rayn; 'Ali-Akbar FurUtan at 
the South East Asian Convention, to 
be held in Jakarta; ~!lU'a'u'Ilah 'Ala', 
at the Pllistani Convention to be 
held in Karachi; Jalal Khazeh at the 
Japanese Convention to be held in 
Tokyo; Clara Dunn at the New Zea
land Convention to be held in Auck
land. 

I urge, moreover, as many mem
bers as feasible of the Auxiliary 
Boards appointed by the afore-men-

tioned Hands of the Cause, in the 
American, the European, the Asiatic 
and the Australian continents, to at
tend these momentous gatherings, at 
which the representatives of as many 
as forty-two Baha'i Communities will 
assemble, and, through their active 
participation, reinforce and widen 
the scope of the deliberations of the 
eleeled delegates. 

Furthermore, I cannot too strongly 
emphasize the vital necessity for all 
the B aha 'i groups, scattered through
out these forty-two countries, to 
brace themselves, and make a su
preme eifort, during these interven
ing two years, to achieve assembly 
status, ensuring thereby their par
ticipation in the election of the dele
gates to these fate-laden conventions, 
and contributing, through this act, 
to the broadening and strengthening 
of the foundations of these projected 
pivotal institutions, destined to play 
so prominent and vital a part in ush
ering in the last phase in the gradual 
establishment of the structure of an 
Administrative Order that must 
needs slowly evolve into the World 
Order of Baha 'u'llah, and which in 
tum will give birth, in the fullness 
of time, to a world spiritual civili
zation, which posterity will hail as 
the fairest fruit of His Revelation. 

Guardian's Appeal 10 Upholders 
of the Faith 

Finally, I direct my appeal, 
through the Assembled delegates, to 
the entire body of the believers whom 
they represent, and indeed, On this 
occasion, to all the upholders of the 
Faith of Bahfl'u'llah wherever they 
reside in all the continents of the 
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globe, to arise, at sO auspicious an 
hour in the fortunes of the Faith 
synchronizing with so fateful and 
perilous an hour in the fo rtunes of 
mankind, and consecrate themselves 
afresh, throughout this last, fast
fleeting year of the present phase 
of this momentous, world-girdling 
Plan, to the furtherance of the irn~ 
mediate objectives enumerated in 
my last year's Convention Message, 
ensuring thereby a befitting conclu
sion to a stage in its resistless un
foldment destined to usher in its 
third and most brilliant pha se - a 
phase on which the triumphant con
summation of the Plan itself must 
so largely depend. 

It is indeed my fervent 3.nd con
stant prayer that the :"nembers of 
this firmly-knit, int.ensely alive, 
world-embracing Community, spur
red On by the trtple impulse gener
a ted through the revelation Df the 
Tablet of Carmel by Baha'u'IlaJt and 
the Will and Testament as well as 
the Tablets of the Divine Plan be
q uea thed by the Center of His Cove
nant-the three Charters which have 
set in motion three distinct process
es, the first operating in the Holy 
Land for the development of the in
stitutions of the Faith at its World 
Center and the other two, through
out the rest of the Baha'i world, for 
its propagation and the establishment 
of its Administrative Order - may 
advance from strength to strength 
and victory to victory, May they 
hasten, by their present exertions, 
the advent of that blissful consum
mation when the shackles hamper .. 
ing the growth of their beloved Faith 
will have been finally burst asunder, 

The recenUy purchased Ha.'Iiratu'l-Quds of Tunis, Tunisia., exterior and Interior views, which will become the Regional 
Haz£ratu'l-Quds of Nortb-Wes1; Africa. The bulldinl:' is located at 20 Rue Souli. 

'\Ul\1lUlUllllllllmIl11111111I1U1UIllIIIllI1I11Il1I1I1I11111111111111IUmllllllllllmllllllll1lllllllllfllT11IlIlIlIIllIllIlIlIlIImlllllllllllllllllllllllllllltllnUIIIIIIIIIIT1mlllllllllUlIIIIIIIIIITIIlIIIIII1I1l1I1I11I11II!III1I1I1I1I1UIIIIIIIlIIIIIIIIIIOIlllllllllllmlllllllllllrml1llllllllllllll!1Pnllllllllllll1111"'1'1111111 
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when its independent status will have 
been officially and universally rec
ognized, when it will have ascended 
the throne and wielded the scepter 
of spiritual and temporal authority, 
when the brightness of its glory will 
have illuminated the whole earth, 
and its dominion will have been es
tablished over the entire planet. 

-8HOGHI 

April, 1955 

COMMENTARY: NATIONAL SPIRITU .... L ASSEMBLY 

Beloved Friends: 
The Message which the Guardian 

has addressed to the Annual Baha'i 
Convention is for all twelve Conven
tions being held during the Ridvim 
period of 1955. As we consider it here 
so it is being considered by Baha'is 
attending the Conventions in Canada, 
Central America, South America, the 
British Isles, Germany and Austria, 
Italy and Switzerland, Egypt and Su
dan, lIrag, trim, India, Pakistfm and 
Burma, Australia and New Zealand. 
These respective National Assem
blies have not only pl'esented this 
Message t() delegates but also are 
providing copies for the believers 
throughout their area of administra
tion. 

This is a document in which the 
revered Head of a World Commu
nity reports the achievements of the 
second year of the Ten-Year Plan 
and likewise sets up particular goals 
for the period ending with Ric;tvan. 
1957, 

The Guardian's survey reveals a 
vast expanse in terms of the pres
ent membership of the Baha'i Com
munity, and a vast theater of ope
rations in which energy and re
sources have accomplished specific 
tasks. It behooves each Baha'i to 
~~survey with me," as Shoghi Effendi 
invites. the delegates, lithe multiple 
evidences of the progressive unfold
ment of the incalculable potentiali
ties with which this ... enterprise 
has been endowed by the Author of 
the Tablets of the Divine Plan .... " 

In this statement the believer is 
impressed by the startling realization 
that the power of achievement is 
vested in the Plan itself, and is com
municated to all who sincerely arise 
to serve the Crus ade which is the 
Divine Plan's present application. 
How different from those human 
schemes and devices which at their 
best only rely upon degrees of wealth 
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and talent operating without rein
forcement from above~ 

Through paragraph after para
granh the epic tale majestically pro
ceeds, enhancing with spiritual 
meaning our collective efforts which 
so often appear ineffective and bur
densome. Here the drama is written 
by the great Dramatist of the age, 
and by His magic snell the most un
assuming actor is transformed into 
the heroic and sublime. 

What is the reckoning? One h un
dred and eight virgin territories 
opened . . . Sovereign states and 
chief dependencies with Baha'is 
raised to two hundred and thirty
six.. . All territories opened out
side the Soviet zone .... Sixty-four 
out of seventy-two islands occu
pied.. . Forty races now represent
ed in the Baha'i community .... 
Baha'is reside in well over thirty
two hundred cities, towns and vil
lages .... Literature has been or is 
being translated into one hundred 
sixty-seven languages. . Steps ta
ken to prepare a Synopsit:; and Codi
fication of the Laws of the Kitcib-i
Aqdas .... A Fund has been inaugu
rated for preliminary measures for 
construction of Baha'u'Wih's Sepul
cher .... These and many other ac
complishments fill the heart with 
grateful pride. 

But achievement is one step in a 
:<=.tair leading to the mountain top. 
"Such marvelous progress ... im
nels me to announce the forma
tion, during Ridvim, 1957, in addi
t; on to the three Regional National 
Spiritual Assemblies to be elected 
in 1956 in the African continent, of 
thirteen National Spiritual Assemb
lies .... " 

HFurthermore." the Guardian 
states, "I cannot too strongly empha
size the vital necessity for all the 
Baha'i ,groups, scattered throughout 
these forty-two cOtUltries. to brace 
themselves. and make a supreme 
effort, during these intervening two 
years. to achieve Assembly status, 
~n5vring thereby their participation 
in the e1ectinn of the delegates to 
these fate-laden Conventions .... " 

~~Final1y /' addressing us all, HI 
direct my appeal ... to the entire 
body of the believers and , , ' to all 
the upholders of the' Faith of 
Baha'u'llah ... to arise ... and con-
secrate themselves afresh .... " 

It is only in the stillness of the 
heart that we can make our true re
sponse to the appeal uttered to us 
by the Commander of so small an 
army enlisted to win the final spir
itual freedom of mankind. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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Note: The Guardian's Message to the 
1955 Convention in its next to last 
para.graph appeals to the entire body 
of believers to consecrate themselves 
afresh, to the furtherance 01 the im
mediate objectives en1Lmerated in 
his 1954 Convention Message. FOT 
the information of the friends those 
objectives aTe listed as fOllows: 

Immediate Objectives Listed 
in 1954 Convention Message 

1. Energetic and systematic prose~ 
cution of the all.important teaching 
work both at home and abroad, to 
increase rapidly the number of ac
tive supporters of the Faith. 

2. Preservation of prizes won in 
the newly opened territories of the 
globe. 

3. Maintenance of the status of ID
eal Spiritual Assemblies. 

4. Multiplication of isolated cen
ters, groups and local Assemblies to 
hasten the emergence of forty-eight 
National Soirit.ual Assemblies in 
East and West. 

5. Completion of negotiations for 
purchase of Temple sites. 

6. Initiation of Funds for estab~ 
lishrnent of National aa~iratu'l-Quds 
in capital cities of Sovereign States 
and chief cities of Dependencies list
ed in the Ten-Year Plan. 

7. Speedy translation and publica
tion of Baha'i literature in specified 
languages. 

8. Continued aCQuisition of Baha'i 
Holy Places in Persia. 

9. Preparatory measures for con
stru.ction of Temples in Tihran and 
Frankfurt. 

10. Establishment of First Temple 
Dependency in Wilmette. 

11. Inauguration of National En
dowments to pave way for formation 
of National Spiritual Assemblies. 

12. Fresh impetus to incorporate 
local Assemblies. 

13. Establishment of Baha'i Pub
lishing Trusts. 
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BAHA'I PUBLISHING TRUST 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

has completed action on the Guar
dian's direction that a Publishing 
Trust be established in 'Vilmette. 

Through correspl""ndence with the 
British Nati r mal Spirit"al Assembly, 
since the British Publishing Trust 
serves as the model or pattern, the 
necessary information was obtained 
in order to record the proper votes 
in the Minutes of meeting held Feb
ruary 11-13, 1955. 

The substance of these votes (1) 
terminated the services of Baha'i 
Publishing Committee as of April 3(), 
1955; (2) established as of April 30, 
1955 the °Baha'i Publishing Trust 
of the United States" as successor 
body to the Publishing Committee; 
(3) transferred to the Publishing 
Trust the inventory, office, cash as
sets and accounts of the PubJishing 
Committee; (4) authorized the Pub
lishing Trust to publish and distrib
ute the Baha'I Sacred Writings and 
such books, pamphlets or study ma
terial as are approved by the Re
viewing Committee and are author
ized by the National Spiritual As
sembly; (5) appointed Mrs. Eunice 
Braun, Managing Director of the 
Publishing Trust with authority to 
engage the services of a staff of as
sistants and workers. 

This action represents a continu
ance of the publishing functions vest
ed in the National Spiritual Assem
bly. 

The effect of the Guardian's plan 
as directed to various National As
semblies will be to set up a number 
of Baha'i Publishing Trusts through
out the Baha'i world, thus creating 
an organic unity of concept for this 
vital function of spreading the Mes
sage in printed form in all the many 
languages into which it has been and 
will be translated and published. 

This action means for the believ
ers that on and after April 30,1955, 
orders are to be addressed to Baha'i 
Publishing Trust of the United 
States, 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois, and all checks and orders 
made payable to the Publishing 
Trust instead of the Publishing Com
mittee as hitherto. The bank account 
will be maintained in the name of 
the Baha'i Publishing Trust. Pay-
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ments made on accounts opened with 
the Publishing Committee prior to 
April 30 are to be made to the Pub
lishing Trust. The friends are re
quested to note this in order to elim
inate confusion in the handling of 
chec!-{s and money orders received 
after April 30. 
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TWELFTH PIONEER REPORT 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

of the Baha'is of the United States 
is happy to annOllllce the arrival of 
the following pioneers at their posts 
in World Crusade goal areas. 

ArumrALS IN VIRGIN Am:.s 

Mr. George Putney arrived in Un~ 
alaska, Aleutian ISlands, November 
8, 1954, where he joined his wife and 
children. 

Mr. Matthew Bullock returned to 
Curacao, Dutch West Indies, Decem
ber 6, 1954. 

Dr. Malcolm King returned to 
Georgetown, British Guiana, Decem
ber 8, 1954. 

Mrs. Frances Benedict Stewart ar
rived on Juan Fernandez Island, 
Chile (date not reported). 

Mr. and Mrs. Herman Hilke, with 
their children Leo Curtis, John Her
man, Alice Debra and Susan Rosella, 
arrived "in Key West, Florida, March 
5, 1955. 

ARRIVALS IN CoNSOLIDAT.IX>N .AREAS 

Mrs. Marinobel Smith Wheelock 
arrived in Cuernavaca, Mexico, No
vember 4, 1954. 

Miss Rezi Sunshine arrived in Co
chabamba, Bolivia, January 26, 1955. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Barrett ar
rived in Bogota, Colombia, in Janu
ary, 1955. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Fredericks ar
rived in Rosario, Argentina, Febru
ary 10, 1955. 

Mrs. Frances G. Heller arrived in 
Puebla, Mexico, March 13, 1955. 



• 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Ivan Cottrill, with 

their children Richard and Laura, 
arrived in Kapaa, Kauai. Hawaii, 
March 15, 1955. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mario Rodriguez ar
rived in Huancayo, Peru (date not 
reported). 

Mr. and Mrs. Lucien McComb, Jr., 
with their children Jeffrey, Michael 
and Gordon, arrived in Orleans, 
France, January 18, 1955. 

Mrs. Edith Marangella arrived in 
Orleans, France, January 18, 1955. 

Mrs. Ella Guthrie arrived in Or
leans, France, January 18, 1955. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Levy arrived 
in Bordeaux, France, January 19, 
1955. 

Mr. Ben Bentley arrived in Peri
gueux: France. January 25, 1955. 

Miss Gretla Jankko arrived in Hel
sinki, Finland, January 25, 1955. 

Mr. Theodore Harris arrived in 
Orleans, France, February 3, 1955. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. H. Randall ar- . 
rived in Durban, South Africa, April 
8, 1955. 

PIONEER LETTERS 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

wishes to share the following pas
sages from pioneer letters, in accord
ance with its policy of keeping the 
Baha'i world informed of the spirit 
and some of the incidents which 
characterize the unfoldment of the 
World Crusade. 

Excerpts from Pioneer letters 
to the Western Hemisphere 

Teaching Committee 

VENEZUELA (Caracas) 
From Joan Lozier 

". . . Any Baha'i who has the de
sire to pioneer should have no fe ar 
of anything. Simply put your trust 
completely in Baha'u'llith and rely on 
Him. Do not think of yourself as be
ing inadequate because 'you' have 
nothing to do with it once you put 
yourself at the disposal of God. ~You' 
are simply the channel through 
which the current flows and which 
sets everything in a ction. Once you 
experience this tremendous power 
and feel it and see it working 
all around you, you immediately lose 
all self-identity and become part of 

it and nothing more. Then you are 
completely dependent upon God and 
are completely free for the first time 
perhaps in your life. To achieve this 
you must above aU be sincereJ and 
go out with only one thought and 
wish, to serve humanity and, of 
course, doing this with the Teachings 
of Baha:u'llah. Also, we must be ab
solutely obedient to the laws and 
teachings of Baha'u'llah, and be 
obedient and work through our Ad
ministrative bodies when we go into 
and are in the pioneering field. 

Make a Positive Step 

"A Bah"'i who is thinking of pio
neering must be practical about it. If 
right now you feel you would like 
to go somewhere, but you don't know 
where, pick a large area in the world 
and start studying all countries which 
fall into that area. Study a language 
for that area immediately. You'll be 
that much further ahead by the time 
you leave and that much better 
equipped to earn your living. Study 
Spanish, for example, and take a look 
at the globe and see where you can 
go with the Spanish language. There 
is all of Central and South America, 
where help can be used in every 
cotultry. There are many islands in 
the Caribbean where one might go. 
M ak. a positive step and after the 
first pJsitive step the assistance will 
come and push you through the next 
few steps. (This is when you begin 
receiving one confirmation after an
other regarding yourself and the 
BaM.'i Faith and you feel the firm
ness and steadfastness sinking into 
you.) Then make another positive 
step and again the help will come 
to push you through the next few. 
Don't sit around and think about pi
oneering, do something about it-ex
pose yourself to the tremendous pow
er that is in the Faith and feel 
it move through you and around you! 

«Ask where help is needed the 
most in the pjoneering field, work 
through the Administrative bodies. 
If you ask the proper committees 
where they need people and s tate 
your qualifications, the right place 
for you will be set in front of you and 
there you are with something to 
strive for. Then you can lay the 
grotuld work for getting there. Have 
faith! It will get you there. And be 
sincere, and tread the spiritual path 
with practical feet. 

"Also, I want very much to men
tion this. The number of people 
whose souls are crying the world 
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over for this Revelation-particular
ly in the Consolidation and Goal are
as - warrants our not hesitating a 
single moment. Leave the large cities 
and come to the small places where 
the people with pure hearts are wait
ing for us to pass by with this glori
ous Message. Let's not keep them 
waiting too long. 

IINo matter what the sacrifice 
might be, your returns will be ten 
and twenty-fold. It's the best invest
ment in the universe and your guar
antee is immortality and· infinite 
peace and joy in knowing that you 
are being of service. There are many 
examples and instances which I 
might cite, but they would take too 
long to tell, so I must limit myself 
to saying: It does happen. We flTe 

assisted - more so than we would 
daTe to dTeam OT hope for. I know, 
because it is happening to me every 
day, and it can happen to you. Put 
your trust in God and act /11 

BOLIVIA (Cochabamba) 
From Rezi Sunshine 

"Praise and thanksgiving for the 
glorious Naw-Ruz greetings! It came 
just when I was going to write to you 
and keep you informed of affairs in 
Bolivia. I deem it a glorious privi
lege to be here; so much more be
cause of the great need here . . . Our 
hearts are focused on Baha'u'llah and 
all is well and will be well! ... 

u. • . After six weeks of constant 
advertising and going from door to 
door I rented an apartment for $25 
a month, in the heart of the city in 
a very desirable place for the Faith 
and my dressmaking .... Already 
I am getting used to the elevation 
and many other general condi
tions .... And the teaching is a de
light of my life. The day I moved a 
professor came in to our glorious 
Faith. So you can imagine our 
joy .... 

"How God is creating a new world 
in front of our eyes! Indeed the hope 
is in the youth of the day-and the 
ones that are attracted are gems, 
rare gems from the bottom of the 
ocean .... " 

Anyone who is interested in pio
neering in Latin America should 
contact the Western Hemisphere 
Teaching Committee, Mrs. Katherine 
McLaughlin, Secretary, 73 College 
Road West, Princeton. New Jersey. 
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Firsi Bahi'i public meeting in St. 
Thomas. Virgin Islands. held March 6, 
1155 at the home of ft1e pioneers, Charles 

aDd Mary Dayton. 

Excerpt. from Pioneer Letters 
to the 

Asi. Teaching Committee 

From Mr. S. A. Suleimani 

Formosa: "The 9th of February was 
one of the most bountiful and hap
piest days yet spent in this wonder
ful island. Accompanied by dear Mr. 
Jerome Chu, we went to visit the 
Chiayi friends. In the evening of that 
day the Rotary Club of that city had 
its regular meeting, and through the 
kindness of Mr. Wang, we three were 
invited and after dinner I spoke on 
our beloved Faith and trim's past 
glory and poets. About 40 members 
were present. Mr. Wang trans
lated. Pamphlets were distributed to 
the members of the Club after the 
meeting." 

Mr. Suleimani also reports that 
study classes have started in four 
centers, and that for the benefit of 
the new believers the plans for the 
Nineteen-Day Feasts include read
ings from the Guardian's letters on 
the World Crusade, beginning with 
those sent during the Holy Year. 

From Mr. Carl A. Scherer 

Macao: "For Brotherhood Sunday 
five teachers and one doctor at
tended. Good questions were asked. 
The pamphlet, jMan One Family,' 
was distributed. Arrangements have 
been completed to give a talk at a 
non-sectarian school. We have been 
asked to speak once a week for sev
eral months but have not committed 
ourselves for further talks until we 
can see how our first one is re
ceived." 

Mr. Scherer also reports that a 
teacher who has been attending fire-

sides gav.e a 45-minute talk on the 
Faith before 300 students in his col
lege and was enthusiastic about the 
spiritual uplift he himself received 
from this experience, 

From Mrs. Anthony Y. Seto 
Hong Kong: "Progress of the Faith 
here is not marked, People have dif
ficulty in attending an evening gath
ering due to the late hours in leav
ing their offices and shops. The long 
noon hour tiffin (12 to 2:00 p.m.) 
makes the hour of closing late, and 
dinner in Hong Kong is around eight 
o'clock. So now we have planned to 
keep ·open house' on Sundays from 
three in the afternoon to seven in the 
evening. The work is still in the seed
sowing stage. 

"We had two very well attended 
meetings in January and F~bruary, 
one on World Religion Day with nine
teen, and the other in observance of 
World Brotherhood with seventeen 
present. 

"The Service Men's Guides Com
mittee (volunteers) recently enter
tained all the American women in 
the colony at a tea. It was interest
ing to see and meet so many Ameri
can wom en at one time in a land 
where an American is a foreigner." 

From Charles Duncan 

Brunei: "When a person doesn't 
write for a while it is because noth
ing has been happening or a lot has 
been happening. This time it is the 
la tter. A few weeks ago I stepped 
into one of the coffee shops for cof
fee and a young man waved to me 
to join him. I did. He said he wanted 
to study English. I told him I would 
teach him English in exchange for 
lessons in BrWlei Malay. That was 
agreeable to him. A few days later 
a few of his friends met me and 
wanted to study, too. That made a 
total of four, but when the first clas s 
convened there were six. The next 
class had about nine and the one 
after that had twelve. That was too 
many, so I cut the class down to 
seven and they seem to be doing 
quite well. We met three times a 
week after work. The Malay les
sons have not been so good because 
the boys are not systematic in teach
ing and I have had no time to study. 
Also I coach two young Malays three 
times a week after work and that 
makes six days a week teaching. 

I ~ As a stratagem, I recently 
changed from eating in the Chinese 
restaurant to the Malay restaurant 
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and the desired effect was achieved. 
The Malays seem to be exception
ally friendly and people are con
stantly wanting to slndy English 
with met but I have to turn them 
down. There is a limit to the hours 
in a day. 

"Other kinds of teaching are slow. 
The people who come to my rOOm 
see the picture of the Master and 
the Temple on my desk and the 
Greatest Name on the wall. I get to 
say a sentence or two and that is 
about all. I have been finding out 
sJowly that people just think this is a 
Negro religion (just like Islam is a 
Malay religion to them) so to coun
teract that I am going to have the 
intercontinental teaching conference 
pictures framed and put on the wall. 
Regarding being friendly to every
one. which I am, this leaves only the 
impression that Negroes are nice 
people. Offhand I don't know what 
to do next in the way of teaching 
but I am not discouraged-just per
plexed. If I sit and wait for an oppor
tunity to come, I feel I am being lax; 
and if I keep bringing up the sub
j eet, I feel I am forcing things." 

CANADA 

Bea ulac Summer School 

Canada's only National Baha'i 
School, at Beaulac, Quebec, opens 
its doors this year for two summer 
sessions: July 1-10 and August 7-14. 
This Laurentian vacation-land set
ting, in the heart of a beautiful 
mountain region, is ideal for concen
trated study of the Teachings. 

Rates: July 1-10, $35.00 
August 7-14, $28.00 
Single day, $4.00 

For further information write: 
Mi s s Dorothy Walsh, 
4613 Wellington Street, 
Verdun, Quebec, Canada. 

B. ha 'i on the C. mpus 
Among activities of the National 

University Committee of the Cana
dian National Spiritnal Assembly the 
following item is reported in the 
March BaM'; News of Canada. 

'IAt Queen's University, Kingston, 
excellent teaching work has been 
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carried out for the past few years 
and they are a recognized chartered 
group_ However we all have to grad
uate sometime and next year I 
Queens will be left without any 
Baha'is unless someone can be found 
to pioneer on the campus. There 
are some excellent courses offered 
at Queens and any believers going 
there would have the support of the 
Kingston community in their teach
ing efforts." 

Publicity on Shrine of the B~b 
An article entitled "Baha'i in Is

rael, Symbol of Goodwill" appeared 
in the January 21, 1955, issue of the 
Canadian Jewish Review, a paper 
having a wide circulation among 
Jews in Canada. The article told of 
the building of the Shrine of the 
Bab on Mount Carmel. 

Cont~ct with Indians 
The National Indian Service Com

mittee of Canada reports that a 
Baha'i is a member of the execu
tive committee of the Friends of 
the Indians Society, which has just 
celebrated its tenth anniversary in 
Edmonton, Alberta. Other members 
of the executive com mi ttee include 
a Roman Catholic priest, a Uni
tarian minister, and a Mormon 
elder. 

INDIA 
Literature In Vietnames') 

Two thousand copies of the 
UMessage of Baha'u'lhlh" have been 
printed in the Vietnamese language, 
for use in Indo-China, according to 
the Baha'i News But!etin of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of India, Pakistan and Bur
ma. 

UNITED STATES AFRICA 
TEACHING COMMITTEE 

Africa News 

News continues to pour in of sys
tematic, well-planned teaching ac
tivities being carried on by the new 
believers as well as the Baha'i pio
neers throughout the territories of 
Africa. Reports from Mr. Musa Ban
ani, Hand of the Cause, tell of pio
neer activities by new believers in 
Ashanti Protectorate, French Equa4 

torial Africa, Belgian Congo, Zan
zibar, Basutoland, Union of South 
Africa and Zululand. Classes for the 
wives of the believers in Usumbara, 
Ruanda-Urtmdi, combine teaching 
of knitting and of the Baha'i prin
ciples. On the island of Mahe, Sey
chelles, regular teaching classes are 
held weekly and teaching work is 
being carried on also on the nearby 
island of Praslin. 

During the month· of January Mr. 
Banimi reports that 88 Baha'i dec
larations have been received from 
new believers in 12 different coun
tries. 

U.N. COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Omitted from 1954-55 Annual 

Reports OWing to tate arrival.) 

The Department of Public Infor
mation of the United Nations called 
a Conference for the International 
Non-Governmental Organizations No
vember 17-19, 1954 t at United Na· 
tions Headquarters in New York. 
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Our delegates were Hilda Yen Male. 
Habib Sabet and Mildred R. Motta: 
hedeh. The Conference was rou
tine, dealing with matters of dis
tribution of informatign regarding 
the United Nations. The only new 
subject under discussion was the 
celebration of U.N. Day on October 
24, 1955, marking the tenth anniver
sary of the birth of the U.N. All or. 
ganizations accredited to the De
partment of Public Information were 
asked to give careful attention to 
the formulation of special plans for 
this significant anniversary. 

The United Nations Committee reo 
ported to the Convention last year 
that, at the Conference on Technical 
Assistance held in March 1954, one 
of our delegates made a suggestion 
regarding the work of Technical A~ 
sistance. The suggestion was that, 
under the sponsorship of the United 
Nations Technical Assistance Board, 
a series of exhibitions be held at the 
most important trade fairs through. 
out the world. These exhibitions were 
to consist of photographs showing 
the progress in the fields of health, 
education, agriculture, nutrition? 
transportation and development of 
resources and handicrafts in the Un. 
derdeveloped countries. In addition 
to the photographic exhibits actual 
.c::amples of the products be displayed 
to acquaint possible buyers with new 
potential sources of raw and finished 
materials. Films on the work done in 
the development of these underde
veloped countries were also to be 
shown. In this way the splendid solid 
accomplishments of the Technical 
Assistance Department of the Unit· 
ed Nations would become known to 
sizable segments of the world's popu· 
lation and new markets could be 
found for the products of the under· 
developed countries. 

The suggestion was warmly re
ceived by the Technical Assistance 
Boa rd and num erous conferences 
were he1d with members of this 
Board. When Mrs. Mottahedeh re
ceived word from the Guardian to 
visit the Baha'is in the newly ooened 
t.prritories of Southeast Asia and the 
Pacific she asked the Technical As
~istance Board whether they would 
like her to make a liaison with the 
governments in these areas in order 
t.o secure their co'operation in making 
the exhibition project possible. They 
were pleased to have her do so as 
no ~urvey had yet been made of the 
resources of this area. They suggest
ed that she contact the Specialized 
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Agencies like UNESCO, the Food and 
Agriculture Organization and the In· 
ternational Labor Organization that 
have their central offices in Europe, 
They also approved of contacting 
some of the governments that spon
sor trade fairs. The Technical Assist
ance Board issued a letter to Mrs. 
Mottahedeh stating their approval of 
the project so that the letter could 
be used in making liaison with the 
different governments. From the 
middle of May to the middle of Sep
tember, 1954, she was able to enlist 
the support of the governments or 
administrating authorities in all the 
countries through which she passed 
as well as holding conferences with 
UNESCO, the Food and Agriculture 
Organization, the Economic Com
mission for Asia and the Far East 
and trade fair officials in Germany 
and Italy. 

The project is still in work and it 
is hoped that it will begin action in 
the coming year. 

A Conference for International Non
Governmental Organizations with 
consultative status was held in Gen
eva Switzerland in April, 1955. The 
subject of the Conference was 
lCEradication of Prejudice and Dis
crimination." Since the Baha'i Inter
national Community does not have 
consultative status we were only able 
to send observers. Honor Kempton 
of Geneva, Marion LittJe of Lau
sanne and F. Kasemsade of Frank
fort were chosen as observers. No 
report has as yet been received. 

At the annual University of Kan
sas United Nations Conference we 
were ably reoresented by Dr. and 
Mrs. David Ruhe. The Conference 
was held in Lawrence, Kansas, Jan
uary 24-25, 1955. The Ruhes report: 
"From the standpoint of Baha'i 
teaching the conference offered real 
opportunities to make favorable con
tacts on behalf of the Faith with the 
internaticonaHy-minded Dersons in 
this area of Kansas. The environ
ment i:;; an excell~nt one psychologi
cally for discreet Baha', teaching. 
And it is an excellent occasion for 
the Baha'is to learn of the important 
progress of our colleagues who are 
engaged in creating a world which 
will u1timatelv be fitted for the 
Faith. We were able to mention our 
status as Baha'is many times and, 
even though questions about the 
Faith were slow in coming, we felt 
free to explain the Cause. A good 
many had heard of it before and 
spoke of Baha'is they had met in 
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other cities . . . There would seem 
to be no a priori reason why any and 
all Baha'is who might be able to ar~ 
range their affairs and expend the 
dollars should not fruitfully attend. 
Indeed, many of the younger Baha'is 
in this area might well assume such 
conference attendance as part of 
their training for teaching the Faith 
and learning about the U.N." 

This year the General Assembly 
of the United Nations will consider 
the matter of charter revision. The 
U.N. Committee is preparing a se
ries of suggestions on this subject, 
All the National Spiritual Assemblies 
have been invited to send their sug
gestions and these are being incor
porated with those of the U.N. Com
mittee. The final draft will be print
ed and distributed at the San Fran
cisco meeting of the General Assem
bly which will be held to mark the 
tenth anniversary of the signing of 
the Charter. The Committee believes 
this pamphlet will prove to be a val
uable teaching m~dium for general 
use as well as acquainting the U.N. 
delegates with the Baha'i plan for 
world govenlment, 

For several years the United Na
tions Committee has exerted vigor
ous efforts to win United Nations 
personnel to the Faith. It has held 
various types of fireside meetings 
to interest them with but small suc~ 
cess, A core of good friends for the 
Faith was built up but no actual dec~ 
larations resulted. Thi3 year the 
Committee decided to hold a series 
of firesides inviting U.N. personnel 
and other non-Baha'is of similar 
point of view. Since the Committee 
desired to draw from the group a 
study class of those actually desiring
to study the Faith with a view to be
coming Baha'is, the subject chosen 

for the series was purely religious: 
"Authoritative Presentatjon of Six of 
the Living Faiths." Speakers of un
usual erudition and understanding 
of these faiths were secured with 
the result that interest and enthusi
asm has been higher than ever be. 
fore. The series will close with an ex. 
position of the Baha'i Faith and then 
will embark upon a more detailed 
study of the Faith. From present in
dications the Committee will be able 
to draw a smaU serious study class 
from the entire group and it is hoped 
that some of these will declare 
them selves. 

From the person in charge of the 
conferences caned for the Non-Gov. 
ernmental Organizations in Latin 
America we have had an enthusias
tic report of the participation of our 
delegates in the Latin American 
conferences. They have proven 
themselves outstanding by their co. 
operation, intelligence and dignity 
and by tit\, fact that, unlike many 
other international organizations, 
the Baha'is do have delegates native 
to the region where the conference 
is being held. Other organizations 
are strong in only a few countries 
and therefore must frequently send 
delegates from their international 
headquarters to these conferences 
rather than native residents for 
whom these meetings are actually 
called. 

The United Nations Committee 
('ontinues in its double task of gain· 
jng recognition and prestige for the 
Faith at the United Nations and of 
trying to win converts for the Faith. 
\Ye have been more successful in the 
first than in the second. There seems 
to be, however, an awakening desire 
to seek in the field of religion for that 
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BAHA'I SCHOOLS 
The institution of the summer 

schools (is) designed to foster the 
spirit of feHowship in a distinctly 
Bahl'Pi atmosphere, to afford the 
necessary training for Baha'i teach
ers, and to provide f acUities for the 
study of the history and teachings of 
the Faith, and jor a better under· 
sta.nding of its relation to otheT 
religions and to human society in 
general. 

Shoghi Effendi in God Passes 
By, p. 340. 

louhelen Summer Session 
Carrying out the spirit of Shoghi 

Effendi's words, the Louhelen 
School Program Committee is 
happy to announce the following 
program for the summer of 1955. 

Spiritual Assembly 01 the Bahi.'is of Madison,. Wisconsin, incorporated March 9, The school session will begin at 10:00 
1955. A.M. on Saturday, July 2, and con-

tinue through Monday noon, Septem
tlllllllltlUlllllllllllllfllllllllnlllllllllll!UllllllllltlllImilHIIIIIIHllllilitUlUllllllllllllllllllllllllillfIIlllllllrn11111111J11111111I1II11111111I11111111II111111111I1I111111111I'1il11111111111111111111111111111111" ber 5. The subjects for the sessions 

impetus so sadly needed at the U.N. 
There has been much disillusion
ment at the failure of the U.N. to 
achieve the high goals it originally 
set in San Francisco and this has 
stimulated a search for a factor 
which can bring their ideals to frui
tion. Continued strenuous effort will 
be required by the U.N. Committee 

National Baha'! Addresses 

NATIONAL BARA.'f ADMnnsTRAnvE 
HEADQUARTmS: 

536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
lllinois. 

NATIONAL '1'ru:AsUHm: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
illinois. 

Make checks Payable to: 
National Baha'i Fund 

BAHA 'f PUBLISHING TRUST: 

110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

BAHA'i NEWS; 

Editorial OO'ice: 
110 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, illinois 

Subscription and 
change of address: 

112 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Illinois 

to find those in the U.N. willing to ac
cept the Baha'i solution. 

-UNITED NATIONS COMMI'l'TEI!: 

Mary L. Burnet. Chairman 
Renee Welsh, Rec. sec'y. 
Mildred R. Mottahedeh" Corr. Secy. 
George Goodman 
Peter Gravina 
Hilda Yen Male 
Raft Y. Mottahedeh 
Bahereh Sabet 
Habib Sabet 
Isabel Silk 
Clarence Welsh 

are: 
July 2-4 Week-end: East Central 

States Area Teaching Confer
ence. 

July 5-15 Junior Youth Session 
(Ages 10-14). 

July 16-17 Week-end: Teaching In-
stitute on Child Education. 

July 18-29 Family Session I. 
July 30-31 Week-end: Islam 
August 1-5 Family Session II. 
August 6-7 Week-end: Israel 

Spiritual Assembly of the Baha.'is of Wilmington, Delaware, incorporated Ma.reh 
!.2, 1955. 
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August 8-12 Family Session III, 
August 13-14 Week-end: World Pio

neering 
August 15-19 Family Session IV 
August 20-21 Week-end: Public Re

lations 
August 22-September 2 Senior 

Youth Session 
September 3-5 Week-end: Home

coming 
Public meetings are planned week

ly at 3:00 P.M. on Sundays and 8:00 
P.M. on Wednesdays. In each Fam
ily Session~ there will be a course 
on the spiritual teachings, a course 
on administration or Baha'i history 
and an afternoon course, "Equip
ping Baha'Is for Service." There will 
be classes for the children during 
the four Family Ses sions. During the 
Youth Sessions, both junior and sen
ior, there will be counsellors as well 
as teachers. 

Reservations shou1d be made di-
rectly with: 

Registrar: Louhelen Baha'i School 
3208 S. State Road 
Davison, Michigan 

Green Acre Summer Session 
The 1955 Green Acre Summer 

School program, which follows, will 
be supplemented by a course on the 
fundamentals of the Baha'! Faith, of
fered every week for non-Baha'is at
tending the school; and a program 
of advanced study for students who 
have a good ba ckground in the 
Teachings and who have taken other 
courses at the summer school over 
the years. The advanced course is 
not offered the first week. 

The first two weeks of the school 
there will be a Youth session and 
children's classes will be conducted 
from July 11 to August 26. 
July 5-9 

1. The Covenant of Baha 'u'llih 
2. Paris Talks of 'Abdu'l-Baha 
3. Do's & Don'ts for Ba:h8.'l Teachers 

July 11-15 
1. G!eanings, I 
2. Unfoldment of World Civilization 
3. Principles & Practice of Baha'i 

Consultation 
4. Fifty Questions non-Baha'is Ask 

July 18-22 
1. Gleanings, II 
2. Divine Art of Living 
3. Sound Methods of Studying the 

Baha'i Writings 
4. Toward a Better Understanding of 

Catholicism 
July 25-29 

1. Gleanings. III 
2. God Passes By. I (The Bab) 
3. How to Give a Baha'i Talk 
4. What is a Mature Baha'i1 
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Aug. 1-5 
1. Gleanings, IV 
2. God Passes By. II (Babc'i.'u'l.lEi.h) 
3. Do's & Don'ts for Baha'i Teaehers 
4. How to Give a Baha'i Talk 

Aug. 8-12 
1. The Hidden Words 
2. God Passes By, III ('Abdu'l-BaM) 
3. How to Study the Baha'i Writings 

Effectively 
4. Toward a Better Understanding of 

Judaism 
Aug. 15-19 

1. Extracts from the Suratu'l-Haykal 
and the Words of Paradise 

2. Solving Community Problems 
3. Fifty Questions non-Baha'is Ask 
4. What is a Mature Baha'i? 

Aug. 22-26 
1. The Tablets of TajalHyat. Glad Tid-

ings, Ishrdqdt 
2. Foundations of World Unity 
3. The Covenant 
4. Principles & Practice of Baha'i 

Consultation 
For further information write: 
Green Acre Baha'i School Com-

mittee 
Miss Vera Olsen, Secy. 
9 West 73rd Street 
New York 23, New York 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
The State of Israel Governmen.t 

Year-Book (1954), in the chapter on 
Religious Affairs (p. 207) t annotmces 
the establishment of a Baha'i De
partment in its Ministry of Religious 
Affairs. 

~~Although the number of Baha'i 
adherents in Israel is not large, a 
special Department was established 
for this denomination this year, to 
deal with the special problems ()f the 
Baha'i faith which has its world 
religious centre in Haifa. During 
1953, the splendid Baha'! mausoleum 
was completed on the slopes of 
Motmt CarmeL" 

A tourist pamphlet on the City of 
Acre ('Akka) in Israel includes an 
illustration of the Shrine of Baha
'u'llah and this reference: "The 
World Centre of the Baha'i Faith is 
in Acre. The central edifice is the 
Shrine of Baha'u'llah, the Founder 
of the BaM'i Faith. Adjoining the 
Shrine is the 'Mansion of Bajhi,' 
where Baha'u'llah spent the closing 
years of His Hfe, and passed away. 
It is an old Arab Mansion, and has 
now been converted into a Museum. 

"Both the Mansion and the Shrine 
are open to the public, Saturdays, 
SWldays and Mondays. and on other 
days by special appointment. The 
Gardens are open at all times. 

"Baha'u'llah. the Fotmder of the 
Faith, was banished from His home
land in Persia, because of His teach
ings of Universal Brotherhood, Uni
versal Faith and Universal Peace. 

"The cell in which Baha 'u'llah was 
incarcerated in the penal fortress of 
Acre for two years is now a 'Baha'i 
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Some of the friends who attended the first ltalo-Swiss Summer School at Bex-les
Bains in the mountajns of Switzerland, September 1'7~24. 1954. (See Baha'i News, 

December, 1954, page 4.) 
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Holy Place. I He was confined within 
the old walled city for another 
seven years, and His home, where 
many of the Baha'i spiritual teach
ings were revealed, is shown else
where in this folder, and is a Baha'i 
Holy Place, which can be visited by 
the public." 

Then follows the Guardian's state
ment explaining the Faith, and an 
aerial view of the Shrine, the Man
sion and the Gardens. 

Acknowledgement is made to 
Helen M, Ames for reporting that 
MademoiseHe magazine for Febru· 
ary, page 66, has a reference to the 
Baha'i World Center. 

A Turkish newspaper named HUT· 
reyet, dated 6 Subat, 1955, carries 
on its front page a photograph 
of John C, Eichenauer with an inter
view which unfortunately has not 
been translated. 

Wilmette Life for March 17, 1955, 
has a front cover illustration taken 
from the north side of the harbor 
channel showing the Temple in the 
background. 

AREA NEWS BULLETINS 
The following inspiring reports of 

Baha'i community activities are tak· 
en from the bulletins available to 
BAHA'i NEWS at press time: 

The GuUstates Crews aider , bulle
tin of the Gulf States Area Teaching 
Committee, reports the continued 
activity of the new group in Gal· 
veston, Texas, with excellent press 
coverage including a weekly an
nouncement of the fireside, and 
books placed in the public library. 
Public meetings in Jackson, Missis
sippi, New Orleans, Louisiana, and 
the Texas cities of San Antonio, Aus
tin, Dallas, Ft. Worth and Houston, 
with good radio and press coverage, 
were planned around the teaching 

tour of Auxiliary Board member, 
Marjorie McCormick. The Bulletin 
reports new enrollees in Corpus 
Christi, Danas, and Mesquite, Tex
as, and in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

The Southwestern States Area Bul
letin welcomes the new enrollees in 
Alameda and Oxnard, California, 
and in Apache Junction and Globe, 
Arizona. A report from northern 
California mentions public meetings 
that were well attended with good 
radio and newspaper publicity, all 
due to the efforts of just two or 
three Baha'is in the communities 
sponsoring them. 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
In Fail"banks, Alaska an intensive 

teaching campaign was conducted 
over a period of a few days, with 
a Baha'i speaker from Anchorage, 
Alaska giving two public lectures 
with an average attendance of over 
fifty guests. Four radio programs, 
one TV show, several press inter
views and news articles gave excel
lent publicity to the campaign. In 
addition to a meeting with the 
NAACP, many firesides were held, 
now being continued with the new 
contacts attracted through this ef. 
fort. 

Miami, Florida reports a chil
dren's class held regularly each Sun
day morning in cooperation with the 
Baha'i community in Miami Beach. 

Reno, Nevada Baha'i Assembly 
has been granted authority to per
form marriages anywhere in the 
state of Nevada. 

Further Reports on Brotherhood Week 
Miami, Florida sponsored a Broth

erhood program given by the mem
bers of the children's class. 

San Antonio, Texas held a public 
meeting at the Y. W.e.A., followed by 
a buffet luncheon at a Baha'i home. 

~,lAY, 1955 

The Baha'i group of Greensboro, 
North Carolina, was given an un
usual opportunity to present the 
Baha'i Faith to an audience of be
tween fifty and sixty people on the 
occasion of the closing activity for 
Brotherhood Week held in the Negro 
Y,W.C.A. of that city. Participating 
in the panel discussion were a J ew
ish Rabbi, a leading Christian min
ister, a representative of the Quaker 
group, and a Baha'i. 

The Quaker representative stated, 
"We are living at present in a world 
of confused ideals and lost goals, If 
the old religion cannot meet this 
challenge, surely God will raise a 
mighty Voice to call out to His peo· 
pIe, 'There is but one God.' H 

This was a perfect introduction for 
the Baha'i speaker, who told them 
that the "Mighty Voice" had come 
and was calling the people of the 
earth to the recognition of the one 
God, and informing them that there 
is but one religion and one race
the human race. 

The Ft. Wayne, Indiana Baha'i 
Community were invited to appear 
on Station WKJG, March 9, on the 
weekly program HA Faith to Live 
By", A talk was given on "Worship" 
and Temple pictures were used. This 
is Ft. Wayne's first TV appearance. 

A CRUSADE IS !N PROGRESS 
Theme of Area Youth Conferences 

On the week end of February 19 
and 2()t area youth conferences were 
held in Chicago, Illinois; Phoenix, 
Arizona; Fr:esno, California; Du
mont, New Jersey; Los Angeles, 
California; Richmond Highlands. 
Washington: Rochester, New York. 
Discussion centered around plans 
for World Youth Day, ways of im· 
proving meetings on university cam· 
puses, on the need for youth to pre
pare themselves to be effective pio
neers in the World Crusade through 
ability to teach and live the Baha'i 
life and by preparing to be self-sup
porting through learning vocations 
that will be useful in this respect. 

VISUAL AIDS FOR 
TEACHING AND EXHIBITS 

The Audio·Visual Education Com
mittee announces that slides of the 
Temple and the Shrine of the Bab 
are soon to appear throughout the 
country on the Atkins Travel Slides. 
The friends may buy these same 
slides from the Sales Committee or 
the Audio-Visual Education Commit
tee at prices lower than in stores. 
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Part of a reUgious display held at the Chapman Memorial 
Library of Downet" Col1ege of Milwaukee. Wisconsin, March 13 
PlroUKh March 27, which included a. model of the Baha?i 

Window display in color, used In Montevideo window exhibit 
01 the Agencia de Transportes Varig and in the La,radero 

Durolux. 
Temple. 
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Soon to be a vaila ble will be views 
of the Temple in three-D for the 
Viewmaster. 

The three-wing display tulit orig
inally prepared for use during Jubi
lee year is still excellent exhibit 
material. The low price of $3_50 in
cludes cost of shipment to any ad
dress in the United States_ 

Tapes of hi-fi music are available 
for use at firesides and special meet
ings_ Send for the committee's bul
letin, "Sound Presentations_" 

The committee also offers "Words 
for the World" in two lO-inch long 
playing records, consisting of the 
complete series of sixteen four-min
ute broadcasts; and the 7-inch Lp_ 
record voice solo of Carol Kelsey, 
a member of the Fred Waring Or
chestra, singing "From the Sweet~ 

Scented Strea ms, " 
Valuable information about tape 

recorders, projectors and other me
dia for use in the Ten-Year Crusade 
appears in Visi-News Bulletin No, 
10 available on request from the: 

Audio-Vjsual Education Committee 
126 Ever green PIa ce, 
West Englewood, N.J. 

DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS 
AT HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Baha'i House of Worshjp at 
Wilmette, Illinois, is dedicated to the 
Unity of God, the Unity of His 
Prophets, the Unity of Mankind, In 
this spirit, public worship is con
ducted each Sunday at 3:3() P,M, in 
the auditorium, Readers at these de
votional programs include Baha!is 
and guests_ Choral selections are by 
the Bah,,'i House of Worship A Cap
ella Choir_ 

The programs for the month of 
April follow: 

Order of Devotions-April 3, 1955 
The fundamenta' purpose animating the 

Faitn of God and His Rcligi.an is to safeguard 
the int~ests and 7.1rOmote the unity oj the 
human ra("€, and to foster the spirit of love 
and fellowship amongst mE'lt. 

-Baha'u'lliih 
CHORAL SELECTION 

o Th.ou. by Whose Name (Prayer of Baha
u'llah I-Charles Wolcott 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Glean;ngs, p. 243 
Gkanings, XCIX, p. 200 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Malachi 2:10; 3:1-.3; :3;16--18; Isaiah 11:1-9 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Matthew :22:36--40; Jo-hn 10:14-16 

QUR'AN 
SUra III:98-100 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Blessed Is The spot (Prayer of Baha'u'lbih) 
Charles Wolcott 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, CVIl, p. 214; pp. :215-216; eX!, p_ 
m 
Baha'i P..-ayers, p. 45 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Alleluia Lord Gad! - Giovanni Palestrina 

Order 01 Devotions-April 10, 1955 
In all Dispensations the taw at praye-r hath 

constituted a fUndamental element 01 the 
Revelation oj an the P70phets of God. 

-Baha'u'llAh 
CHORAL SELECTION 

A,?lugh4.1 God oj O,v Fathers--James 
BAHA'I SACRED wRITINGS 

Baha'i Prayers, p. 82 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Job 33:26; Psalms 50:14-15; 34:1--8: U7; 100; 
67 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Mark 11 :22-26; Luke 11 :5-13; Matthew 6:5-13 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Alleluia-Randall Thompson 

QUFt.'AN 
Sura 11:147-148; Sura XI:116-117: Sura I 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Hidden Words of BaM'u'JIah {from the 
A..-abie}. No_ 16, 4:3 
Kitab-l-Iqan (The Book of Certitude), p. 39 
Gleanings, pp_ 294, 265, 266, 24:3. 295 
Advent uf Divine Justice, p. 70 
BaM'i Prayers, p_ 75 

CHORAL SELECTION 
From the Sweet-Scented Streams (Prayer of 
Saha. 'u'U.tih)-Charles Walcott 

Order of Devotions April 17, 1955 
o :rnenl This is a matchless Day. Match[es8 

must likewise~ be the tongue that ceCebrateth 
the Praise uj the Desire oj at! nations, and 
matchless the deed that aspireth to be accept
able in His 8i9ht. The whole human race hath 
longed fOT this Day. that perchance it may 
fUlfil that which welt beseemeth its station, 
and is worthy of its destiny_ 

-Baba 'u'llilb 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Ari.se, 0 GOO, and Show Thy Might-Haydn 

M_ MOTgan 
BAHA '[ SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayers and Meditations, pp_ 3:)-36 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Psalms 24; Micah 4: 1-5 
NEW TESTAMENT 

Revelation :21:1--5 
QUR'AN 

Sura LXXV: 1-12 
CHORAL SELECTION 

OUT God wm We Praise-8ergei Rachman
inafi 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Gleanings, p. 213, p_ 39; VII, p_ I{) 
Gleanings. p_ 6, p. 7 
The World Order of Baha'u'lIah, pp. IDS-I07 
Prayers and MeditaUons, CLV, p_ Z48 

CHORAL SELECTION 
We Thank Thee, Lord-Dimitri Sortniansky 

Order of Devotions-April 24, 1955 
Make mentiolt 01 Me OTi My earth. that in 

My heaven I may remember thee, thus sh.a!l 
Mine eyeS' and thine be solaced. 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Sing and RejOlCe---WilI James 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

-BaM'u'llah 

Prayers and Meditations, CLXV, p. 258 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Psalms 19 and 23 
NEW TESTAMENT 

Mark 12:29-31; Romans 3:28; 1 Corinthians 
1:3:1-7; 2:9 

QUR'AN 
Sura 11 :256-:258 

CHORA;L SELECTION 
God I:l A Spirit-Alexander K.opyloff 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, pp, 304-34).5 
The Kitab-i-Iqan, pp. 192-197 
Prayers and Meditations, CLXVI, p. 259 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Glory Be to God in the Righest-G_ B_ 
Pergoiesi 

Baha'i Glossary, By Marzieh GaiL 
A glossary of Persian and Arabic 
words that appear in the Baha'i 
writings, with pronunciation clearly 
indicated and definitions of the 
meanings. This work is a necessity 
to every serious student of the Baha'i 
writings and will add much enlight
enment and enjoyment to the read
ing of The Dawn-Breakers, God 
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Passes By, The Kitab-i-tqan, The 
Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, and 
others. 8'h x 11 In., 60 pages, paper 
cover. 
Per copy ..................... $1.5() 

Foundations of World Unity 
The much-loved selection of 

'Abdu'l-Baha's addresses and letters 
on the spiritual foundations of world 
unity is agaln available. This book 
is a ~'must!! for public library pre
sentation as well as for personal 
Baha'i libraries, and an excellent 
book to give to new contacts who 
have had some previous attraction to 
the Te acblngs. The cloth copy is 
beautifully bound in natural linen, 
stamped in blue-green; paper copy is 
tan, stamped in red, size 91/4 x 6. 

Bound ln cloth ................ $2.00 
Bound in paper. (Price 

remains) .................. $1.00 

Prophecy Fullfilled. by Elizabeth 
Cheney. A revised edition of this 
useful pamphlet on the fulfilment of 
Biblical prophecy, dealing with 
prophecies more pertinent to today, 
is now available. It has been newly 
set in a modern typeface with an 
attractively designed cover, black on 
autumn red. The price 01 the new 
edition has been reduced. 

Ten copies ................... $ .5() 
100 copies .................... $4.5() 

HOLY DAYS 
April 21-May 2, Feast of Ri<:Jvim 

(Declaration of Baha'u'llah) 
May 2, Twelfth day of Ric;lvim 
May 23, Declaration of the Bab 

(May 22, about 2 hours after sun-
set.) 

May 29, Ascension of Baha'u' llili 
(3:00 A.M.) 

FEASTS 
May 17 - '~amat, Grandeur 

JWle 5 - Nur, Light 
June 24 - Rahmat, Mercy 

BAHA'i HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

Visiting hours 
Weekdays and Saturdays: 

1:00 P.M.-4:30 P.M., 7:00 P.M.-
9:00 P.M. 
Sundays: U:30 A.M.-9:00 P.M. 

(The entire building wiil be open.) 

Service of Worship: Sunday at 3 :30 
P.M., lasting until 4:15 (No guid
ed tours will be conducted during 
the program of worship.) 

Holy days and Anniversaries cele
brated at the Baha'i House of Wor
ship: 

Declaration of the Bab, May 23 
Holy Days and Anniversaries cele· 

brated at the BaM', House of Wor
ship are open to the public. The 
meeting begins at 8:15 P.M. of the 
day preceding the anr.riversary 
date, in Foundation Hall. 

U Death pToffereth unto every con
fident believeT the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestoweth joy and is the 
beaTeT oj gladness. It conterTeth the 
gift oj everlasting Zife." 

-BAHi'U'U.AB 

Mrs. Lucy Lucas 
Phoenix, Arizona 
Feb. 20. 1955 

Mr. August E. Anderson 
Green Bay, Wisconsin 
Feb. 16. 1955 

Mr. William Roessler 
New York. New York 
Jan. 20, 1955 

Mrs. Martha Wright 
New York, New York 
Feb. 11, 1955 

Mr. Arthur Allen DuBuque 
New York, New York 
Feb. 13, 1955 

Miss Lee Friedman 
New York, New York 
(date not reported) 

Mrs. Bea Durando 
Phoenix, Arizona 
March. 1955 

Jewett P. Hilts 
Omak. Washington 
March 10. 1955 

MAY, 1955 

Miss Gertrude M. Foshay 
Glen Rjdge, New Jersey 
Feb. 10, 1955 

Mr. Lucian N. Nash 
Forest Grove, Oregon 
March 28, 1955 

Mrs. Audrey Danial 
Milwaukee, Wiscon..~in 
March 21, 1955 

Mr. James Bolton (youth) 
Ashuelot, New Hampshire 
March 28. 1955 

William H. Maddex 
Orange. New Jersey 
March 29, 1955 

Mrs. Oziebel Turney 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
March 27, 1955 

:vIiss Pauline Roth 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 
April 2. 1955 

Mr. Perry Haynes 
Wolfeboro, New Hampshire 
March 18, 1955 

Mrs, Katheryn B. Mielke 
Escondido, California 
March 28, 1955 

"Glory be unto Thee) 0 my God! 
Verily, this Thy seTvant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gathered under 
the shadow of Thy mercy and they 
are united through Thy favoT and 
generosity. 0 Lord Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine for them every good 
through Thy bounty and grace . . . 11 

- BAHA'u'u.AH 

Columbus, Ohio--Mrs. Ruth Smith to Mr. 
Willard Denney. February 23, 1955. 

Chula Vista, CaIif.-!\Uss Patricia L. Car
ter to Mr. Edward J. Carlson, January 
22. 1955. 

BAHA'I DIRECTORY CHANGES AND ADDITIONS 
Missouri Texas 

St. Louis: Mrs. Mildred Birkett, 4053 Lindell, Z. 8 Dallas: Mrs. Allene Squjres, 6941 Lakeshore Dr. 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly at the Baha'is 01 the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities ot the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies of 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1954-1955: Mrs. Eunice Braun. 
Managing Editor; Mr. David Ned Blackmer, Assistant Editor; Mrs. Beatrice Ashton, Miss Edna True. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office. 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois. U.S.A. 
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GUARDIAN CALLS UPON ALL BAHA'IS TO JOIN HIM IN SPECIAL, FERVENT PRAYERS 

In a cable addressed to the N a
tional Spiritual Assembly, to be 
shared with all National Assemblies, 
the Guardian states: 41Call upon all 
believers (to) join me (in) special, 
fervent prayers (for) Divine protec
tion (of the) vital interests (and) 
com pIe t e emancipation (from) 
shackles (of the) beloved Faith (in) 
Baha'u'llili's native land." 

This urgent and poignant appeal 
arises from the Guardian's "Inex
pressible grief (at) distressing re
ports indicating recrudescence (of) 
persecution (of) steadfast, law-abid
ing, long-suffering brethren (in) 
cradle (of) Faith, instigated (by) 
fanatical clergy (and) evidenced 
(by) occupation (of) Hacira (in) 

capital, dissemination (of) calumnies 
(through) press (and) radio, accusa
tions (by) deputies in Parliament 
(and) threats (of) legislation (to) 
impose ban (on) activities, confiscate 
properties (and) declare Faith ille
gal. .. 

Thus we are made aware of a 
tragic crisis in the fortunes of the 
beloved Faith and our spiritual par
ticipation in prayers invoked by the 
revered Guardian_ 

The call for speciaL fervent pray
ers has already gone forth to local 
assemblies and Area Teaching Com~ 
mittees_ This published reference is 
for isolated Baha'is and small groups 
so that the entire community may 

arise as one soul to implore the pro
tection of Baha'u'llah_ 

No Wliform date is set for such 
prayer. It is for the local assemblies 
and groups to plan for themselves_ 

The swift progress of the World 
Crusade has inspired this savage 
attack. Under Divine Providence 
may the attack be completely foiled 
and the ultimate result stand as a 
great historic Victory] 

The friends at this point are to be 
engaged solely in heeding the Guar
dian's call for prayer. Whatever 
administrative and public action 
.~hould be taken is awaiting the 
Gu.~rdian's direction. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSDlBLY 

THE GUARDIAN'S SUPPLEMENTARY CONVENTION MESSAGE 

Share National Assemblies follow
ing announcement supplementing 
message recently addressed (to) del
egates (of the) Baha'i Conventions. 

Annual el ections (of the) second 
year, second decade, (of the) second 
Bah';' 'j century, (were) signalized 
(by the) formation (of the) first his
toric local Assemblies in communi
ties as diversified (and) far apart as 
Mecca, Qiblih (of) Islamic world. 
Muscat (and) Riaz, situated (on the) 
shore (and in the) heart (of the) 
Arabian Peninsula; (in the) Ba
hamas, British West Indies; (in) Diu 
(Island), Kuala Lumpur, Malacca, 
Sargodha, Saigon, (in) Southeast 
Asia; Monte Carlo, Basel, Mongat, 
Orleans. Marseilles, Bergen, Cologne, 
(in) Europe; (in) Reunion (Island), 
Zanzibar, Seychelles, Madagascar, 
(in the) Indian Ocean; (in the) holy 
cities (of) Ka~imayn (and) Najaf, 
strongholds (of) !Wi'ih orthodoxy in 

~Iraq, in addition (to the) group al· 
ready established (in) Karbila; Ten
eriffe (and) Las Palmas, (in the) At
lantic Ocean_ 

Africa alone boasts (the) estab
lishment (of) above seventy new As
semblies, raising (the) total number 
established since (the) launching (of 
the) systematic simultaneous teach
ing campaigns (on the) African con
tinent four years ago (to) well above 
one hundred. Uganda in particular 
achieved (the) unique, memorable 
feat (of the) formation (of) seven
teen new Assemblies, swelling num
ber (of) Assemblies (to) forty-one, 
localities (to) over hundred, total 
believers (to) almost nine hundred_ 

(The) sacred dust (of the) Bab's 
infant son, extolled (in the) Qay
yumu'l-Asma' (was) respectfully 
(and) ceremonious]y transferred (on 
the) anniversary (of) his Father's 

martyrdom, (in the) presence (of) 
pilgrims (and) resident believers (to 
the) Baha'i cemetery (in) !Widz, 
(the) prelude (to the) translation (to 
the) same spot (of the) remains (of 
the) Bab's beloved (and) long-suf
fering consort. 

Five additional incorporations (of) 
local Assemblies, including Suva, 
Fiji. 

(A) pioneer (has) embarked (for) 
Loyalty (Island), (the) last remain
ing unopened island (in the) Pacific 
Ocean outside (the) Soviet orbit. 

Negotiations (for the) purchase 
(of) national l;fa+lras (in) Colombo 
(and) Jakarta (are) nearing com
pletion. 

Preliminary steps (have been) un
dertaken (for the) establishment 
(of a) Baha'i Publishing Trust (in) 
Tihran. 



THE BAHIf>! INTERNATIONAL ARCHIVES BUILDING 
Mount Carmel, Israel 

An Artist's per;puti,,~ wll/.tl' color rendering from the prelim-tnary 
design drawn I>y C,M.R'J I1rd 't'J A.D.P.L,G.F. 
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Above: Tbe first capital, Hlon:lc style", completed at Chiampo, Italy. on AprU 19, 
1955, ODe of Ute SO capitals required for the Baba'i International Arcbives Bll1Iding 
on Mount CanneL Left: One-third of one colllOlD. UDder construction. One hundred 
fifty sections like tbis wiU be required to complete &he fifty columns of ihe Inter-. 

national Al'chives BuDding. 

] 
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(The) design (for the) Mother 
Temple (in the) cradle (of the) 
Faith (was) unveiled (in the) pres
ence (of) pilgrims (and) resident be
lievers assembled (within the) 
l;Iaram-i-Aqdas' (on the) first day 
(of) Rigvan. 

Received April 30, 1955 

COMMENTA.RY, NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Beloved Friends: 
The Guardian supplemented his 

message to the various National 
Conventions with a further recital of 
significant achievements carried out 
during the second year of the World 
Crusade. 

The text as presented above is the 
complete final text, incorporating 
additions and omissions reported in 
three brief cables which were read 
at the Convention in Wilmette. 

"'What could be more dr ama tic his
torically than the insti tu lion of a 
local Spiritual Assembly in Mecca, 
in Ka~iri1ayn and Najaf, the steps 
taken to establish a Publishing Trust 
in Tihran, and the Wlveiling of the 
design for the Temple to be con
structed in ir an ? 

But these events are far more than 
astonishing episodes; they are ban-

III! Outer _ Sanctuary 01 the Holy Shrine of 
Baha'u'llah. 

ners planted on slopes of the moun
tains by the victorious army of the 
Hosts which is so rapidly effecting 
conquest of the citadels of prejudice, 
fanaticism, superstition and ignor
ance. 

Friends! the most difficult and 
dangerous tasks are already well
nigh completed. With fresh ardor we 
can hasten forward to accomplish in 
full measure the tasks allotted to the 
third year of the Ten-Year Plan. 

-NATIONAL SPnuTuAL ASSEMBLY 

GUARDIAN APPOINTS 
NINTH MEMBER OF INTER
NATIONAL BAHA'I COUNCIL 
The following cable was received 
May 4, 1955: 

HAnnounce (to) National Assem
blies (the) number (of the) members 
(of the) International Council (has 
been) raised (to) nine through ap
pOintment (of) Sylvia Ioas." 

The International Baha'i COWlcil 
was formed by the Guardian in 1951 
and reported in a cablegram dated 
January 9 of that year: "Proclaim 
National Assemblies (of) East (and) 
West weighty, epocb-making deci
sion, formation of first International 
Baha'i Council, forerunner'; (of) su
preme administrative institution des-

tined (to) emerge (in) fuliness (of) 
time within precincts beneath shad
ow (of) World Spiritual Center (of) 
Faith already established (in) twin 
cities (of) 'Akltil. (and) Haifa." 

The other eight members of the 
Council are: Amatu'I-Bah" Riil.tiyyih 
Khanum1 liaison between the Guard
ian and the Council, Mason Remey, 
President7 Amelia E. Collins. Vice 
President, Leroy loas, Secretary
General, Ugo GiacherYt member at 
large, Jessie E. Revell, Treasurer, 
Lotfullah Hakim and Ethel Revell, 
assistant secretaries. 

-NATIONAL SPIR1'TUAL ASSEMBLY 

GUARDIAN CABLES 
HAND OF CAUSE 
FOR AFRICA 
Through the ~ourtesy of Mr. Musil. 
Ban {mi, Hand of the Cawe for Af. 
rica, we' have received -the text of 
cable sent him by the beloved Guar
dian dated April 26: 

"Rejoice greatly -admire deeply 
grateful ma-gnificent achieve
ments - valiant friends colored 
white pioneers teachers admin
istrators four areas African Con
tinent. Loving:-- fervent. prayers 
surrounding them'.'J~ .~ 
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Views of tbe site purchased for tbe future Mashriqu'J-Adhkar of 'lraq. This ]aOO, comprising about seven and a half acres sit
uated on the banks of the Tigris River, was b1essed by the footsteps of Ba.hii.'u·lhih. 
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progrejj at tlte Wortd Center 
INTERNATIONAL BAHA'I COUNCIL 

Haifa, Israel 

National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the United States 

Dearly beloved Friends: 

Time has slipped by so rapidly 
for the members of the International 
Baha'i Council serving the beloved 
Guardian here in the Holy Land, that 
it seems scarcely possible our last 
communication went forth over two 
years ago, Be that as it may, we 
feel that many details of what is go
ing on here at the World Center of 
our Faith will stimulate and interest 
the friends, and carry to them some 
jdea of the immense progress made 
lately in Haifa and 'Akka and of the 
activities of Council members. 

Shrine of the B&b 
- A Silent Teacher to Thousands 

Since the completion of the Shrine 
of the Bab in October, 1953, it is 
proving as great a silent teacher as 
the Temple in Wilmette. From aU 
sides of Haifa it is clearly visible, 
seated on its green carpet of gar~ 

dens and open space in the heart of 
Carmel, its golden dome glittering 
not only in the sunlight by day, but 
in the moonlight at night. So clear 
is the surface of the tiles that at 

certain angles cloud reflections can 
be seen sailing on them. One of the 
most beautiful views of it is had 
from incoming ships, and many com· 
ments have been made, not only by 
pHgrims arriving by sea, but by non
Baha'is as well. 

The demand to visit it is so great 
that it has posed quite a problem. 
The public, including large groups of 
school children, young people and 
tourists from all over the ~orld 
members of clubs, etc., pour in id 
such numbers that it is not possible 
to leave them unattended and free 
to wander where they will, as this 
may lead to damage to the lawns 
and crushed tile paths, and to the 
picking of fruit and flowers. A con
ducted tour is therefore made every 
few minutes, the gates being unlock
ed and relocked after each group, 
while two of the Council mem bers
assisted sometimes by visiting pil
grims-take the party into the Shrine 
of the Bab. On Saturdays, the legal 
day of rest, and on the Jewish holi
days, the crowds are often immense 
sometimes over 700 in three hours
and this necessitates at least four 
people being on duty. As accurate 
an account of the visitors as possible 

is kept with a ticker by those guid
ing at the Shrine. About 35,000 peo
ple a year is the attendance so far, 
as many as 1700 coming on one holi
day. In view of the fact that the 
gates leading to the inner garden and 
the Shrine itself are only open from 
9 to 12 daily, this figure is remark
able. The outer garden, where any
one. may enter from early morning 
untIl dark, must be visited by at least 
twice this number. 

Most of the visitors come out of 
curiosity, because the Shrine is open 
to the public, because, as one Amer
ican tourist said: "This is the most 
beautiful spot in Israel· in fact it 
is the most beautiful' spot in 'the 
whole world." Many interesting re
marks are overheard by the friends 
guiding at the Shrines; a particularly 
touching one being the case of an 
elderly man, who after Jeaving the 
Shrine of the Bab took one of the 
Baha'is aside and asked: "Don't you 
feel God much closer in there?" 
Many local people COme practically 
every week just to enjoy the sereni
ty and loveliness of the gardens. The 
a tti tude of those visiting the interior 
of the Shrine is interesting to watch' 
almost invariably the people are cor:
siderate; they are requested to re
move their shoes and not speak. They 
marvel at the rugs and chandeliers, 
the vases, lights and flowers. Some
times one sees people who are deeply 
stirred or who quietly read the Tab
let of Visitation, or who remain a 
long time; occasionally there are 
tear-filled eyes. So the Shrine is 
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broadcasting, all by itself, its mes
sage, and echoes come back to us, 
such as a remark recently heard in 
Nazareth by sight-seers, who were 
hearing about the new Church of the 
Annunciation to be built there. 
"And," said their monitor, "it 
will be bigger when completed than 
the Baha'i Shrine." At all news
stands, views of the Shrine are on 
sale, and it is difficult to get a pic
ture of Haifa in which it does not 
figure promineney. owing to its 
unique position and size. 

Continual Development of New Are •• 

Of the 220,000 ~quare meters of 
land owned in Haifa by the Faith, 
about 65,000 square meters are ac
tually gardens--each year the Guar
dian stretches his hand over a new 
piece of wild mountainside in Haifa 
or of sandy plain in Bahji and cre
ates, almost overnight, a new and 
lovely addition to the existing gar
dens. Red paths roll out before him, 
iron gates spring up, the lawn be
comes green, and trees, hedges and 
flowers appear as if by magic. We 
never cease to marvel at the rapid
ity with which this takes place, or 
the beauty of the final product, 

This winter, in two and one-half 
months' time an entire new section 
of Mt. Carmel, lying above the rest.
ing-places of the Greatest Holy Leaf 
and her mother and brother, has 
been developed. This is the area em-

bracing the right side of the "are" 
the Guardian has mentioned in his 
communications. The arc itself is at 
present one-half completed; it 
springs off from the main highway 
running up Mt. Carmel behind the 
Shrine, and goes up behind the rest
ing-places to the middle axis of the 
gardens surrounding them, which is 
also its own center point. In order 
in the future to complete this arc 
on its eastern side, a considerable 
property owned by a hotel company 
must be purchased. First a quarter 
circle of garden was completed, 
which filled in the space between the 
wide path, which marks the arc, and 
the already existing gardens around 
the resting-places of the Master's 
family. The Guardian devoted a 
great deal of time and attention to 
the line of this curve which is broad 
and graceful. After this was done, 
a band of garden 20 meters (60 feet) 
wide was developed on the farther 
or mountain side of the arc. Then 
the exact site of the new Inter
national Archives Building was fixed. 

If one visualizes a semi-circle and 
then projects the base line on which 
the semi-circle rests to the right, one 
gets a rough idea of the relation of 
the Archives Building to the are, for 
this projected line forms the axis of 
the building. Its position is spectacu
lar and, rising in the style of a perip
teral Ionic Greek temple on the side 
of the mOWltain, its creamy white 
Chiampo stones-the same stone as 
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that used for the Shrine-shining in 
the sun, its green tiled roof stretching 
30 meters long, broadside to the road, 
the Shrine, the lower city and the 
harbor, the edifice will be widely 
visible and immensely impressive. 

The stone work for this edifice is 
now being done in Italy, under the 
supervision of the Hand of the Cause, 
Ugo Giachery; and soon the ship
ments of stone, cut and ready to be 
set up, will start arriving. This is 
the first. of the buildings that will 
give shelter to the administrative ac· 
tivities of the Faith at the World Cen
ter. A seat for the Guardianship, for 
the Hands of the Cause, and for the 
Universal House of Justice, as well 
as other edifices, will later be added, 
clustering about the "arc." 

As the friends already know, from 
the Guardian's messages, the site for 
the first Temple in the Holy Land 
has been purchased and transfer of 
the title deed will shortly take place. 
The negotiations for this 36,000 
square meter property took over a 
year, and were fraught with innu
merable complications. When the full 
account of its acquisition is written, 
it will read like a mystery story. A 
commemorative obelisk seven me
ters in height~ and made of Italian 
Travertine, the same stone the an· 
cient Romans built their temples of, 
will be placed on the grolUlds as soon 
as the land is transferred to our 
name. 
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Two views of the recently acquired site for the Masbriqu'l
Adhkir to be built in Egypt, on the banks of the Nile. In the 
la.rger vie"W the three great pyramids of Giza. may be st::en, 
about seven mUes west of the Nile. The locatlon of the Tem
ple site .is marked by a cross. In the smaJler picture. the 
limits of the site, comprising about four and one-quarter 

acres of land, are m!l.rked by the four crosses. 
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It is now one of the spots visited 
by all the believers who make the 
pilgrimage. The land is truly in an 
imposing position. It lies near the 
spot where the Tablet of Carmel was 
revealed, which as the friends know. 
is the Charter for the World Admin
istrative Center of the Faith on Mt. 
Carmel. It is immediately above the 
two Caves of Elijah, one controlled 
by the Jews and the other by the 
Christians. West, the sun sinks into 
the Mediterranean; south are the 
rolling hills, the Valley of Askalon 
and the coast line; north, across the 
bay. lies historic 'AkkiL, and Mt. Her
mon, often crowned with snow, is 
clearly visible; east lies Haifa City. 
the port, and, daintily outlined, the 
dome and pinnacles of the Bab's 
Shrine are silhouetted against the 
skY half way up the Mountain. We 
may now truly say we own the head 
and heart of Carmel. 

On November 12, 1952, a contract 
was signed with the Development Au
thority of the State of Israel. whereby 
the Baha'i Community secured own
ership of some 160,000 square meters 
(40 acres) of land surrounding the 
Sacred Shrine of Baha'u'lhih. The 
magnitude of this historic event is 
difficult to understand at this time. 
The previous owners of the land sur
rounding the Shrine, who were inti
mate friends of the Covenant-break
ers, had, in the days of the Master. 
done everything they possibly could 
to prevent even the development of 
a small garden around this most Sa
cred Spot, going so far as to dig 
ditches and plant trees to mark the 
limits of their property and to shut 
in the resting-place of the sacred re
mains of the Manifestation of God. 
They had stated on numerous O~ 
casions that they would never per
mit the Baha'is to purchase any of 
this land. 

After the Arabs fled and the Jew
ish State was established, the Gov
ernment became the OMmer of all 
this property, and consented to ex
change it for a tract of land held 
by a Baha'i family in a strategic mili
tary area. The beloved Guardian im
mediately began the development of 
gardens surrounding the Holy Tomb 
and created the l'I:Iaram-i-Aqdas," 
which is now one of the most beau
tiful spots in this part of the world. 
He has gone on enlarging these gar
dens so that they now form prac
tically a semi-circle around the 
Shrine with a radius of 110 meters, 

JUNE, 1955 

-------__ Anclwrage ani 

Haziratu'l-Quds of Anchorage, Alaska, purcha.sed March 15. 
1955. which will become the National Haziratu'l-Quds of 

Alaska. (See BAHA'i NEWS, April, 195.5, page 3.) 
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Thus approximately 35,000 square 
meters (9 acres) of land is now de
veloped. 

Extension of International Endowments 
In Haifa, the extension of the In

ternational Endowments has been 
going forward continuously. During 
the first two years of the Ten-Year 
Crusade, the Baha'i Community has 
purchased some 43,000 square me
ters of land, thus further protecting 
the glorious Shrine of the Bab from 
any possible encroachment. 

On the very top of Mt. Carmel, 
immediately on the axis of Carmel 
Avenue upon which the Shrine lies, 
4,000 square meters of land have been 
purchasedJ which will prevent any 
construction overlooking this most 
sacred spot. Of great interest to the 
friends in connection with this par~ 
ticular piece of land is the fact that 
while the N.S. A. of the Bah a' is of 
iran is not yet incorporated, and 
cannot hold land legally in its own 
name in Persia, yet we have been 
able to legally incorporate an Israel 
Branch of the N.S.A. of the Baha'is 
of frim here in the Holy Land; and 
this 4,000 square meter piece of land 
is registered in the name of their 
branch and legally owned by them. 

Another acquisition of great inter
est to the Baha'is is the tract of land 
previously owned by Mrs. Farah 
Sprague. On and off for a period of 
many years, the beloved Guardian 
attempted to acquire this small 
piece of land situated in the heart of 
Baha'i holdings in the area surround
ing the shrines of the Greatest 
Holy Leaf, the Purest Branch and 
the Mother of 'Abdu'l-Baha. Mrs. 
Sprague's original price for this land 
was fantastic; finally she arbitrarily 
refused to sel! it to the Baha'is at 
all. Recently arrangements were 
made with the Finance Minister of 
the State of Israel to expropriate the 
land, on the recommendation of the 
Mayor of Haifa; and this piece of 
property is now in our possession. 
Here we see an enemy of the Faith, 
who asked an exorbitant price, and 
then would not even sell to the Baha'i 
Community in spite of a very liberal 
offer, forced by non-Baha'i agencies 
to sell to us, and for a small amount 
of payment from the State of Israel. 
It is this land which is incorporated 
in the area which has now been 
landscaped in preparation for the In
ternational Baha'i Archives Building. 
The Haifa Municipal Council has 
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been most helpful. and a road sched
uled to pass right through this area 
has been recently removed from the 
Town Planning Scheme_ 

Contact With Officials of State of Israel 

The International Council has en
deavored assiduously to develop 
closer relationships between the 
World Center of the Faith and the 
Israel Authorities. Contacts are 
maintained with Departments of 
Government as well as the City Au
thorities in Haifa and 'Akka, and 
many Cabinet officials. They are be
ginning to understand the impor· 
tance of our World Center being in 
Israel. A number of the high officials 
of the State have visited the Shrines 
and Gardens. These visits were cli~ 
maxed by the official visit of His 
Excellency the President of the State 
of I sr ael. Mr. Izhak Ben Z vi and 
Mrs. Ben Zvi to the Guardian, who 
accompanied them to the Shrine of 
the Bah and later called on them in 
Jerusalem. This is the first time in 
Baha'i history that the Head of an 
independent State has visited either 
the Head of the Faith or a Baha'i 
sacred property. As a result of this 

cordial exchange of visits, a cordial 
relationship now exists between the 
Guardian and the President; each 
year the President sends the Guard
ian greetings on the occasion of the 
Baha'i New Year. His greetings re
ceived for Naw-Rii.z, 1955, were re
leased officially and broadcast over 
the Israel radio as a news item, as 
well as carried fully in the press. 
The Guardian himself sends a per
sonal message every year to the 
President On Israel's Independence 
Day. 

Liberal Publicity Given to Faith 
Newspapers and magazines are 

liberal in their publicity concerning 
the Faith. Reports of current Baha'i 
activities, articles concerning the 
expansion of our International En
dowments, and pictures of the Gar
dens and the Holy Places are puh
lished; an Israel motion picture 
company, unsolicited, made a fif
teen-minute film of the Shrine of the 
Bab and gardens; pamphlets issued 
by tour companies refer to the 
Shrine and gardens; a book pub
lished last year by the City of Haifa 
called The Carmelite devotes a 

whole chapter to the Baha'i Faith 
and its institutions on Mt. Carmel. 

A number of lectures in various 
parts of the State have been de
livered. On October 15. 1952. the sig
nificant date of the opening of the 
Holy Year, the first public address 
on the Faith to be given in the City 
of • Akka, was delivered. The meeting 
was originally intended as an ad
dress to the Quakers, but inas
much as considerable interest was 
aroused, it was thrown open to all, 
and advertised widely. It was most 
impressive that on this opening day 
of the Holy Year. within 300 meters 
of the Most Great Prison, a public 
address with questions and answers 
should be given concerning the Faith 
of Baha.'u'Uah and His world mission. 
Talks have also been given before 
the Rotary Clubs in such historic 
cities as Beersheba, Nazareth, Jeru
salem, Haifa, Nathanya and Na
haria. 

Many Pioneers Inspired Through 
Pilgrimages to International Center 

One of the most wonderful aspects 
of life at the International Center is 
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to partake, with the pilgrims, of the 
tremendous stimulus poured out by 
the Guardian to the friends during 
their visit here, and to aid in enter
taining and serving them. 

Baha'is have come from the Pa
cific area to make the pilgrimage: 
Australia, New Zealand, Sarawak. 
Hong Kong and Japan. Pilgrims who 
visited here have either been on 
their way. or been stimulated by the 
Guardian, to leave for the following 
places in that area: Indo-China, the 
So!omon Islands, Tonga and For
mosa. Friends have also Jeft, after 
visiting the Holy Places here, for 
Mentawai and Karikal in, and bor
dering on, the Indian Ocean. From 
Asia and Arabia, believers have been 
received by the Guardian from India, 
Pakistan, Persia and Turkey. Also 
many Baha'is from Europe have ar
rived from Germany, Austria, 
France, Italy, Norway, Sweden, Bel
I'dum, Holland, England, Ireland 
Scotland, Wales, Switzerland, F in-
1and, Monaco and the Lofoten Islands. 
From the Mediterranean Islands 
they have either come from or pro
ceeded to: Sicily, Malta and Cyprus. 
The Guardian is particularly pleased 
with the present status of Cyprus as 
it has Baha'is representative of the 
following races: Irish, Dutch, Per
sian, 'Iraqi, Greek, Armenian and 
American r He continually cites it as 
an exemplary type of growth. From 
the United States many Baha'is have 
arrived, representing Northern, 
Southern, Central, Eastern and West
ern States. A number of Canadian 
believers have also made the pil
grimage, as well as friends from 
Cos,ta Rica, Chile, Cuba, Honduras, 

. and the far-Dff pioneer from Mar
garita Island. From here, some of 

. these pilgrims have later proceeded 
to the Dutch West Indies and the 
Windward Islands. The greatest 
amount of activity, however, has 
centered around Africa: Believers 
have been received from South 
Africa, Liberia, Tanganyika, Kenya, 
Uganda, Swaziland~ Louren~o Mar· 
ques, Bechuanaland, South Rhode
sia, Canary Islands, French Mor
occo, Tunis, Algeria and the Sudan. 
As a direct result of the inspiration 
received from the Guardian, pil
grims have pioneered in Africa to 
the following places: Johannesburg, 
Aden Protectorate, Madeira, Mada
gascar, South West Africa, ZuIuland, 
French Cameroons, Morocco Interna
tional Zone; others have gone on to 

the Gold Coast, Ethiopia, Tanganyi
ka, South Rhodesia, etc. We esti
mate at least sixty countries-many 
important pioneer goals-have been 
connected directly, through pilgrim
ages made here, with the dynamic 
flow of energy which our beloved 
Guardian releases and which is the 
very life-blood of our glorious Ten· 
Year Plan. 

Faithfully yours in El Baha, 
-INTERNATIONAL BAHA'i COUNCIL 

Haifa, Israel 
May 2, 1955 

(Signed) Mason Rem ey 
President 

Leroy Ioas 
Secretary-GeneTal 

C;:OMMENTA.R ... , NATIONAL SPIRITUAl- ASSEMBLY 

Beloved Friends: 
Once more it is our great privilege 

to receive a general communication 
from the International Baha'i Coun
cil, signed by President Mason 
Remey and Secretary·General Le
roy loas, under date of May 2, 1955. 

This letter brings together many 
important and thrilling facts about 
the current activities taking place 
at our World Center. 

We note the tremendous public in
terest in the completed Shrine of the 
Bab and the gardens; we learn more 
about the acquisition of additional 
properties and how they are fitting 
into the Guardian's plan; we learn 
to appreciate the work of the Council 
in developing closer relations with 
the civil authorities, and the infm'
mation given about publicity con
cerning the Faith, the motion pic
tures made by an Israeli company 
and public lectures about the Faith, 
is all enlightening; we thrill at the 
mention of far-flung countries from 
which Baha'i pilgrims corne, which 
as the letter states, "have been con
nected direcUy, through pilgrimages 
made here, with the dynamic flow 
of energy which our be~oved Guard
ian re!eases and which is the very 
life-blood of our glorious Ten-Year 
Plan. " 

These successive communications 
from the International Baha'i Council 
have become a strong bond between 
the friends and the Guardian's de
velopment of the Baha'i World 
Center. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEM:BLY 
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"BLESSED BY 
THE DIVINE FAVOR" 

The Master's Call to Pioneers 

Many years ago the revered 
'Abdu'l-Baha revealed a Tablet ad
dressed "0 ye homeless and wander
ers in the Path of God!" 

Today the poignant words of the 
Center of the Covenant wing their 
flight into the hearts of aU Baha'is 
who have the capacity to arise, leave 
their homes and enter the pioneer 
field as servants of the World 
Crusade. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
commends this Tablet to the body 
of believers in this continent. The 
Master's Spirit is eternal, and His 
words are true now, as in the past 
and in the future. (The Tablet was 
published in Vol. 14, No.3, June 1923 
of Baha'i Magazine.) 

"0 ye homeless and wanderers in 
the Path of God! 

"Prosperity, contentment, and 
freedom, however much desired and 
conducive to the gladness of the hu
man heart, can in no wise compare 
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with the trials of homelessness and 
adversity in the pathway of God; for 
such exile and banishment are 
blessed by the divine favor, and are 
surely followed by the mercy of prov
idence. The joy of tranquillity in 
one's home, and the sweetness of 
freedom from all cares shall pass 
away, whilst the blessing of home-
lessness shall endure forever, and 
its far-reaching results shall be made 
manifest. 

"Abraham's migration from His 
native land caused the bountiful gifts 
of the All-Glorious to be made man
ifest, and the setting of Canaan's 
brightest star unfolded to the eyes 
the radiance of Joseph. The flight of 
Moses. the Prophet of Sinai, re~ 
vealed the Flame of the Lord's burn
ing Fire, and the rise of Jesus 
breathed the breaths of the Holy 
Spirit into the world. The departure 
of MuI).ammad, the beloved of God, 
from the city of His birth was the 
cause of the exaltation of God's Holy 
Word, and the banishment of the 
Sacred Beauty led to the diffusion 
of the Light of His Divine Revelation 
throughout all regions. 

"Take ye heed, 0 people of 
insightl H 

-NATIONAL SPnUTUAL AssEMBLY 

FALKLAND ISLANDS BELIEVER 
WRITES LEITER TO RECTOR OF 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

By direction of the Guardian, the 
National Assembly shares with the 
friends the text of a letter written 
by Mrs. Florence McKinnon, Port 
Stanley, Falkland Islands, to the 

• ¥ ,--, 

Rector of the Church of England in 
the Islands. 

This letter was written because 
Mrs. McKinnon, the first believer en· 
rolled in that virgin territory, was 
subjected to pressure by the Rector 
of the Church she had left in declar
ing her faith. He had given her two 
Christian tracts to read, with the 
warning that in becoming a Baha'i 
she was turning away from God and 
Jesus Christ. 

The firm and steadfast Baha'i re~ 
turned the tracts with the letter cited 
below, asserting her whole-hearted 
acceptance of the Revelation of 
Baha'u'llah. We may look upon this 
letter as something in the nature of 
an historic document-a milestone 
set up to mark the progress of the 
Baha'i Community. The pioneer re
sponsible for her confirmation is 
John Leonard. Mrs. McKinnon, in. 
cidentally, wrote the letter after Mr. 
Leonard had left Port Stanley. Here, 
indeed, is a source of inspiration to 
Baha'is throughout the world. 

The text of letter follows: 
"With the returning of your book

lets, I take this opportunity of ac
quainting you of my decision, of re
maining firm and steadfast in the 
Baha'i Faith. 

~~This is not just a phase, but an 
awakening, a rebirth, a totally new 
life, to which God has called me. 

"1 know this to be true, because 
it was revealed to me, through my 
own seeking, first by prayer, and 
then God's Word, which Baha'u'llah 
makes manifest in the Baha'i teach
ings_ 

"There can be no doubt that it is 
God's Word, being revealed to us by 
Baha'u'llith, God's Dispensation for 
this era, for the very reason, the 
whole, is pulsating with light and 
truth. 

"I believe in God, therefore I do 
not reject 'Jesus,' nor do I reject 
anything pertaining to the Word of 
God. 

"So many things have been re
vealed to me within so short a time 
tha t my life has become filled with 
happiness, and desire to serve God, 
the Father of all mankind. 'As ye 
have faith. so shall your powers and 
your blessings be.' 

"These words I have penned, come 
from a sincere heart, and not from 
one who is sadly delusioned, or 
elated with a feeling of superiority. 

°Never before' have I felt so 
humble, nor so able to seek out my 
own shortcomings. 

"Reverend Sir, I remain, 
Yours faithfully in His service, 

Florence McKinnon." 

MOST EFFECTIVE 
TEACHING METHOD 

The National Assembly shares with 
the friends an excerpt from letter 
written on behalf of the Guardian by 
the Secretary-General of the Inter· 
national Baha'i Council to the Baha'i 
group of Key West, Florida, on 
March 31, 1955. 

uln conclusion, I would like to com
ment that it has b€€'n found over the 
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entire world that the most effective 
method of teaching the Faith is the 
fireside meeting in the home. Every 
Baha'i, as a part of his spiritual 
birthright, must teach, and the one 
avenue where he can do this most 
effectively is by inviting friends into 
his home once in nineteen days, and 
gradually attracting them to the 
Cause. After the individuals have 
confidence in the pioneer, and the 
pioneer in the indi vid uals, then they 
can be taught and confirmed in the 
Faith. This method is far more ef
fective than advertising in newspa
papers, public lectures, etc. The 
Guardian is encouraging the be
lievers over the world, including 
those on the home fronts, to engage 
in this method of teaching." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

THE HOME FRONT CAMPAIGN 
Challenge to Every American Bah6'f 

Beloved Friends: 
The Guardian'S historic Message to 

the Convention has been presented 
to you through B""A'f NEWS. It has 
been discussed by the Convention 

... $7,500.00 
-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AssEM:BLY 

delegates and studied by the incom
ing National Spiritual Assembly. 
Now we must address ourselves to 
the one supreme Crusade task which 
confronts the entire American Baha'i 
Community-the Home Front Cam
paign. None of u.s resident in this 
country can stand aloof, none but 
must suffer the consequence of de
lay, none but can glory in the re
suIts of victory. 

On March 29 a letter written on 
behalf of the Guardian brought us 
this appeal: 

"On April 21 we will enter the last 
year of the second phase of the Ten
Year Crusade. As you know, one of 
the objectives of this second phase 
was the rapid multiplication of As
semblies, groups and centers 
throughout the world. 

lIDuring the past year, a great deal 
has been accomplished by the friends 
in their efforts to disperse from the 
large centers of population in order 
to build up the goal cities and es
tablish new centers. However, we 
have not accomplished a great deal 
in the way of increasing the num-

JUNE, 1955 

her of Baha'is, nor the number of 
Spiritual Assemblies. 

"The beloved Guardian sincerely 
hopes you will make it a point of 
major study and consideration on the 
part of your Assembly, so that the 
entire commW1ity may lend itself to 
the accomp~ishmcnt of this great 
work during the coming year. The 
foundations must be laid for many 
more Assemblies. Th~ friends must 
disperse from the large centers of 
population. Our teaching work must 
become so sanctified and penetrating 
that many, many souls win be con
firmed." 

The Home Front Goal 
In the World Crusade, the United 

States must have 300 local Spiritual 
Assemblies by 1963. This called for 
the formation of at least 16 Assem
blies per year beginning April 21 
1954. ' 

What are the facts? 
The Baha'i Directory 1954-1955 

listed 172 Assemblies-a decrease in 
the number since the opening of the 
World Crusade. 

From reports received to date on 
elections held April 21, 1955, the fol
lowing results appear:-

Total Assemblies reported .. 184 
New Assemblies............ 9 
Assemblies re-established . .. 10 
Assemblies lost ............. 9 
This is the reason why the Guard-

ian has so frequently and insistently 
emphasized the home front cam
paign. We aTe not keeping up with 
the 'PTogress required for attaining 
this goal. 

"Now if ever,u the beloved Guard
ian addressed us in his great mes
sage of July 28, 1954, "is the time 
to tread the pa th which the Da wn
Breakers of a previous age have so 
magnificently trodden. Now is the 
time to carry out, in the spirit and 
the letter, the fervent wish so pa
thetically voiced by 'Abdu'l-Bahil, 
Who longed, as attested in the Tab
lets of the Divine Plan, to 'travel 
though on foot and in the utmost pov
erty' and raise 'in cities, villages, 
mountains, deserts and oceans' the 
call of 'Ya- Baha'u'l-Abha.' Jp 

The Guardian in that same Mes
sage called upon "the members of 
this community, of either sex and of 
every age, of whatever race or back
ground, however limited in experi
ence, capacity and knowledge" to 
"arise as one man" and "seize with 
both hands" the "God-given oppor
tunities now presented to them ... ." 
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The Baziratu)l-Quds of Colo-mho, Ceylon, purchased May 2:, 
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The Haziratu~l-Quds of the Local Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Paris, purchased in 1951. In the future tbls center 

will become the NaUonaJ Haziratu'l-Quds for France. 

A National Responsibility 
The National Assembly carries 

full responsibility for the success of 
the home front campaign, discharg
ing this responsibility through the 
important functions vested in the 
National and Area Teaching Com
mittees, and through the duties and 
powers exemplified by the local as
semblies. We are all one body. and 
when sustained by the one Spirit we 
move forward in unity to the sacred 
goal. 

There are important points to bear 
in mind. First, all Assemblies, all 
groups, all isolated Baha'is have 
their part to play and carry their 
share of the work. Second, in a 
nation-wide teaching effort there is 
no place for the feeling of separate 
sovereignty on the part of any local 
assembly. The duties, rights and 
powers of a local assembly are not 
denied or challenged when the Na
tional Assembly calls for a supreme 
united effort. On the contrary, the 
unique mission of the local assembly 
is only fully realized when it is 
loyally participating in a continental 
task. 

Therefore, the National Assembly 
specifically requests local assem
blies, large and small, to welcome 
visits and correspondence from Area 
Teaching Committees for consulta
tion on teaching matters. 

It is obvious that a dissolved Local 
Spiritual Assembly is a matter of 

national concern and not a local in
cident. It is obvious that a weak, 
divided community is unable to con
tribute its share to the common task 
given us by the Guardian himself. 
Where such conditions exist, the 
local assembly has the duty to face 
the facts and ask for advice and help 
from the Area Teaching Committee. 

On the other hand, a large com
munity is not isolated behind the wall 
of sovereignty since it possesses ca
pacity urgently needed for the com
mon task. What is needed now is a 
new realignment of our forces so 
that all institutions and instruments 
are most effectively employed. 

The National Teaching Committee 
will devise definite plans and ob
jectives for this year's attainment. 
Concentration of purpose and unified 
effort will make this year notable in 
American Baha'i history and bring 
joy to the heart of the beloved 
Guardian at the World Center. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

BAHA'I HOLY DAYS 
The Spiritual Assembly of Reno 

reports that the Superintendent of 
Schools, with the Board of Educa
tion, has passed an ordinance which 
gives recognition of all religious 
Holy Days. Under this ordinance 
Baha'i children will receive excused 
absence on the Baha'i dates. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

ELIMINATION OF PREJUDICE 
This issue of BAHA'f NEWS brings 

to every American believer a bulle
tin prepared by the NSA as a brief 
expression of the Baha'i position on 
inter-racial unity, suitable for public 
use. The Publishing Trust carries 
this bulletin in stock and its an
nouncement of selling price appears 
in this issue. 

The purpose of this particular bul
letin is to make it possible for any 
Baha'i to reinforce his own teaching 
work with a convenient one-page 
printed piece which can be handed 
out or mailed. Groups and com
munities can arrange to have the 
bulletin presented to key persons 
and organizations in their city. It 
would make a short presentation of 
Bahati teachings for radio or TV. 
Publ ic meetings devoted to presen
tation of themes reflecting the one
ness of mankind can use it as free 
literature. In some areas it might 
be helpful to our pioneers. 

As we were so plainly warned by 
the Guardian in his great message 
last year, this is the hour when every 
Baha'i must be alert and seize every 
opport1U1ity to eliminate the preju
dice which gnaws at the vitals of 
America. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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The first Local SpJritua.J Assembly In Las Palmas, Canary Is~ 
]a.nds y and visitors 

The first Cook Island Baha.'is with the American pioneer. 

HAZIRA TU'L-QUDS 
IN LIMA, PERU 

In Noticias Baha'is Sudamericanas 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'Is of South America an
nounces the acquisition of a house 
which will be the I,ial'iratu'l-Quds for 
.the National Assembly, until the for
mation of the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of Peru, when 
it will become the J:Ia;:iratu'I-Quds 
for that body. 

ASIA TRANSLATIONS 
The Asia Teaching Committee re

ports that nine of the forty Asian 
languages designated by the Guard
ian for translation during the Ten
Year Global Crusade have appeared 
in introductory pamphlets. Seven of 
these have been issued under the 
auspices of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of India, 
Pakistan and Burma. These include 
Baluchi, Manipuri, PWljabi, Pushtu, 
Mentawai, Ossete and Georgian. The 
Mentawai pamphlet was published 
by the Jakarta, Indonesia, Spiritual 
Assembly, which has also issued a 
pamphlet in Indonesian. The Ossete 
and Georgian pamphlets were print~ 
ed in Paris. 

Introductory pamphlets have been 
published in Samoan and Tongan 
under the auspices of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 

Australia and New Zealand. 

In addition to these goal languages, 
the Korean Baha'i group recently 
published an introductory pamphlet 
in Korean, "Faith for Today." Also 
a new pamphlet has been published 
in modern Chinese, and a simple in
troductory pamphlet has been is
sued in Maori through the ellorts of 
one of the pioneers in Cook Islands. 

TRANSLATIONS IN 
AFRICAN LANGUAGES 

Five introductory pamphlets in 
African "goal" languages have been 
published by the British Baha'i Pub
lishing Trust and are available from 
that office. These are pamphlets in 
Ga (used in Accra, Gold Coast 
colony), in Shon a (used in South 
Rhodesia), in Yao (used in Tangan
yika and Nyasaland), in Wolof (used 
in Gambia) and in Malagasy (used 
in Madagascar). 

PAMPHLETS IN 
EUROPEAN LANGUAGES 

Among the European languages 
designated by the Guardian for 
translation during the Ten-Year Cru
sade, seven have been completed: 
Basque, Estonian, Flemish, Pied
montese, Romansch, Yiddish and 
Ziryen. The titles of the first five of 
these pamphlets read: Baha'iercn 
fedea, Baha'i Sissejuhatav Brosiilir, 
Het Baha'i Wereld Geloof, La Fede 
1'Iondial Baha'i, Vena Nouva Epoca 
Cumainza. An eighth pamphlet, in 

Maltese, is in the process of being 
printed. These projects, completed 
under the auspices of the European 
Teaching Committee, reduce to two 
European languages, Lapp and Ro
mani, the translations assigned to 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of the United States. 

BRITISH ISLES 

Dedication of Hazfratu'I-Qud. 
and Teaching Conference 

The dedication of the National 
J:Ia?iratu'l-Quds of the British BaM'i 
Community on Saturday evening, 
January 15, 1955, was enriched by 
the holding of a Teaching Conference 
at the J:Ia~iratu'l-Quds during the 
day before and the day following the 
dedication. Present for the dedica
tion were two Hands of the Cause, 
Leroy C. loas and Dr. Hermann 
Grossmann. Mr. loas brought the 
love of the Guardian to the gather
ing, outwardly symbolized by a gift 
of attar of rose, whose fragrance 
perm ea ted the hearts of all those 
present. It was the largest gathering 
ever held in Great Britain, attended 
by 150 of the friends. 

The four sessions of the Teaching 
Conference reached a climax in the 
final session at which progress at 
the World Center of the Faith was 
movingly reported by Mr. loas. 
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CANADA 
From the Canadian Baha'i News 

two items are cited which show re
sponse to individual teaching efforts. 

In a British Columbia Baha'i group 
a minister has been leading a Bible 
study class sponsored by the Baha'is. 
He first learned of the Baha'i Faith 
43 years ago in Turkey from two 
Baha'i students who attended his 
mission school. He has stated pub
licly that these two boys "were more 
Christian than the Christians in the 
school." 

In another part of Canada a Balui'i 
Youth won top place in her school 
for a talk on "Prescription for Liv
ing," based on RuJ::1iYYih Khanum's 
book. The next Sunday a local 
minister used in his sermon many 
points she had made in her talk, 

CENTRAL AMERICA 
The Fifth Annual Convention of the 

Baha'is of Central America and the 
AnWles was held in Mexico City, 
April 23-26, 1955, and was followed 
by an International School, April 27-
29. Of the twenty-seven delegates, 
sixteen were present, as well as 
Baha'i visitors from all the coun· 
tries of this area except Haiti. 

Consultation at the Convention 
centered around the Guardian's goals 
of "more Baha'is, more groups, 
more assemblies," to provide the 
foundations for the independent Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies which 
are to be formed in each of the ten 
Republics before the end of the Ten
Year Global Crusade. 

The Convention received excellent 
publicity, with two television broad
casts over local news stations" and a 
well-attended press conference. Two 
public meetings were held in the 
salon of the famous Palace of Fine 
Arts. 

The following were elected mem
bers of the National Spiritual As
sembly: 

Artemus Lamb (Costa Rica), 
Chairman 

Sheila Rice-Wray (Dominican Re
public). Vice Chairman 

Esteban Canales (Costa Rica) t 
Secretary 

Carmelo Perez (Cuba), Recording 
Secretary 

James Facey (Panama), Treasurer 
Amy McAllister (Panama), 

Assistant Secretary 
Randolph Fitz-Henley (Jamaica), 

Assistant Treasurer 
Juan Rene Cabrera (Cuba) 
Jenny Taylor (Guatemala) 

FORTY -SEVENTH 
ANNUAL CONVENTION 

"By the righteousness of God! 
'Whoso openeth his lips in this Day 
and maketh mention of the name of 
his Lord, the hosts of Divine inspi
ration shall descend upon him from 
the heaven of My name, the All
Knowing, the All-Wise." 

This promise of Baha 'u'IHlh to all 
who teach in the Name of God in 
this glorious Day quickened the 
hearts of all delegates assembled in 
Foundation Hall of the Baha'i House 
of Worship at Wilmette, illinois, on 
the morning of April 28 for the open
ing session of the forty~seventh an
nual convention of the Baha'is of the 
United States. 

"We gather ... at the midpoint of 
the second phase of the greatest 
Crusade the world has ever seen," 
said Paul E. Haney, chairman of the 
National Spiritual Assembly, as he 
greeted the American believers and 
quoted the foregoing words from 
Baha'u']]ah. "We are called by our 
beloved Guardian to fulfill in fullest 
measure our destiny as an American 
Baha'i CommtUlity. In his Message 
of the 1953 Jubilee convention 
Shoghi Effendi assigned the lion's 
share of the Crusade task to the 
American believers. . . . Our vic
tory in the Ten·Year Crusade, the 
third and final stage in the execu
tion of the Master's Divine Plan, 
will raise the American Community 
to the throne of everlasting domin~ 
ion ... but our achievements so far 
in the glorious undertaking are all 
relatively meaningless unless ac
companied by winning fresh recruits 
for the Faith on all continents of 
the globe." 

Thus accenting at the start of the 
convention deliberations the very 
heart of our task-teaching-Mr. 
Haney, for the National Spiritual As
sembly, pointed out that the still 
lagging work to be done by the 
American Baha'is is winning the 
hearts of men in far greater num~ 
bers on our own continent. To this 
task, he said, the convention will un· 
doubtedly wish to give its attention. 
Accomplishment of all goals given 
us by the Guardian is impossible by 
human standards. We must rely on 
the promises of our Faith for aid 
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. and know that success will come 
through "all those who arise" ... 
in "whom the Word of God taketh 
effect. >P 

Prayers in the Temple auditorium 
that first morning, where the at
mosphere is vibrant and yet still
w.ith beauty, peace and light-and 
the opening prayer for America as 
the first session began, these assist
ed each delegate to prepare himself 
humbly and sincerely for work to be 
done. Each had related himself spir. 
itually to the divine Center and 
Source of the world·regenerating 
Crusade in which Baha'is the globe 
around are engaged under Shoghi 
Effendi's leadership. Impressive, as 
always, was the roll call of dele
gates from our far-flung States and 
thrilling was the movement of hearts 
as messages of greeting began to 
come in from sister communities 
throughout the Baha'i world. The 
convention organized itself for ac
tion by electing from its member· 
ship H. Borrah Kavelin, delegate 
from Eastern New York, as perma~ 
nent chairman and Horace Holley, 
Northern Illinois, as secretary, cast
ing 109 and 114 votes in the respec
tive ballots. 

Message from the Guardian 

The beloved Guardian's letter to 
the convention, addressed this year, 
as last, to the twelve conventions 
assembled during the Rh,lviln period, 
invited the delegates to survey with 
him the "multiple evidences of the 
progressive unfoldment" of the God~ 
given potentialities of the Ten-Year 
Crusade as it forges ahead "gaining 
momentum with every passing day 

. and revealing ever more 
compelling signs of its inherent 
strength as it marches towards the 
spiritual conquest of the planet." 
Beginning with the statement that 
the nurn ber of territories opened to 
the Faith during the Crusade has 
been raised to 108 and the total num
ber of sovereign states and chief 
dependencies included within the 
pale of the Faith to 236, the Guard
ian specifically pointed out nearly 
30 achievements, each building one 
upon the other, each supremely sig~ 
nificant in this moving drama of 
world salvation. 

"Such marvelous progress . . . 
impels me to annoWlce," Shoghi Ef· 
fendi stated as he closed his sum~ 
mary of goals accomplished and 
opened the door to new tasks im~ 
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mediately ahead, "the formation 
during Ri(1vim, 1957, in addition to 
the three Regional National Spir
itual Assemblies to be elected in 
1956 in the African continent, of 
thirteen National Spiritual As
semblies, some of which will be re
gional, others independent, some in
terim and others permanent." To 
achieve this quick and amazing de
velopment, the Guardian calls for 
an extension of the responsibilities 
of existing National Assemblies in 
convening the elective conventions 
and further development in the in
stitution of the Hands of the Cause, 
designated members of which are to 
act as his representatives at these 
thirteen historic conventions. All 
Baha'i groups scattered throughout 
the 42 cotmtries represented he 
urges to "make a supreme effort" to 
attain assembly status in two years, 
that they may send delegates to 
those conventions and thus broaden 
the foundation for these new Hpivotal 
institutions." 

Through the assembled delegates 
the Guardian directed a final ap-
peal to the entire body of believers 
in all continents to "consecrate 
themselves afresh" to the further
ance of the immediate objectives 
enumerate'd in his 1954 convention 
message. He prays that the mem
bers of this "firmly-knit, intensely
aHve, wor1d-embracing Communi
ty, " spurred on by the triple im
pulse of three Charters-The Tab
let of Carmel by Baha'u'llah, and 
the Will and Testament and the Tab
lets of the Divine Plan by the Center 
of His Covenant - "may advance 
from strength to strength and vic
tory to victory" to hasten the Day 
when the beloved Faith "will 
have ascended the throne and 
wielded the scepter of spiritual 
and temporal authority , , ," [See 
BAHA'i NEWS, May 1955, pp, 1 and 
7 for }\Iessage and Jist of goals of 
1954 Message.] 

In answer to this Message the 
Convention sent this heartfelt re
sponse by cable to Shoghi Effendi: 
"Assembled delegates grateful to be
loved Guardian for inspiring view 
of world accomplishments and fu
ture tasks. We beseech your prayers 
to strengthen our faith and fire our 
actions that we may pour out life 
and treasure in gratitude for such 
great blessings. 

Deepest love, 
-47TH ANNUAL CONVENTION" 

As the convention began gathering 
its own momentum, seeking out 
those points where it should put the 
greatest thought, the Guardian sent 
forth his special directive to the 
American community. This arrived 
Saturday morning and served to 
channel all efforts, to COnserve and 
yet to call forth all inherent powers 
for the purpose of achieving that 
which is important now: "Appreci
ate message entire community con
fronted tremendous tasks inescapa
ble responsibilities urge redouble ef
forts achieve immediate goals plan 
fervently praying. 

-8HOCm" 

"Be not concerned with the small
ness of your numbers," many re
called the dear counsel of jAbdu'l
Baha, ,jneither be oppressed by th~ 
multitude of an unbelieving world. 
... Exert yourselves; your mission 
is unspeakably glorious," 

Wo~d Crusade: Second Phase 

The theme of the convention "The 
World Crusade: Second Phase", 
came, with the first session, into 
clear focus. The first phase, 1953-
1954, had already recorded its vic~ 
tories climaxed with the spectacu
lar dispersal of the Knights of Baha
'u'llah to all corners of the earth. 
The first half of the second phase, 
years 1954-55, had added its laurels 
to delight the heart of the Guardian 
and encourage the believers in all 
lands. One year remains of this sec
ond phase in which to complete spe
cific goals designed for this period 
and to make possible the opening of 
the third phase of the Ten-Year Plan 
sometime after the formation of the 
16 historic new Assemblies in Mri
ca, 1956, and the other continents 
named, 1957, making a total of 28 
Assemblies (some regional and in
terim - the Crusade goal being 48 
National Assemblies). Eight years 
of the over-all plan remain in which 
to finish the vast teaching, consoli
dation and building program that 
will usher in the Most Great Jubilee 
of 1963, Our minds could not expand 
enough to comprehend and remem
ber the many details of this "mighty 
Plan" even so far as accomplished, 
but we could, sitting together, work
ing earnestly, feel the mighty move· 
ment sweeping the face of the earth, 
This is the Plan devised tUlder the 
hand of our beloved Guardian for 
the "systematic execution" of the 
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Divine Plan of 'Abdu'l-Baha in its 
final and triumphant stage. "The on
rushing winds of the grace of God 
have passed over all things." No 
wonder that when the most recent 
victories and immediate objectives 
had been delineated by the Guardian 
in his Message, when most of the 
delegates had found time to at least 
acquaint themselves with the An
nual Reports printed for 1954-55. 
when organization of the convention 
was completed, there was born a 
spirit of eager impatience to push 
on to consultation on how to meet 
the future goals, especially on how 
to stir and help all Baha'is in Amer
ica to arise and spread the divine 
fragrances, 

On the Hom. Front 

Consultation on how the Ameri
can Baha'i Community may attain 
its immediate goals, paving the way 
for three hundred local Spiritual As
semblies in the United States by 
1963, began on Thursday afternoon 
.with a brief progress report and 
presentation of our problems by 
Jesma Herbert for the National 
Teaching Committee, The task of 
this committee and the Area Teach
ing Committees in the structure of 
the teaching plan as set up two 
years ago is to co-ordinate and to 
help individual believers, assem
blies and groups as they work for 
the Ten-Year Crusade goals. The 
Crusade ends in 1963 and we have 
settled only 42 of the 76 goal cities 
(statistics change frequently), En
rollments reported in group or iso
lated status have been 150 adults 
and 24 youth compared with 90 
adults and 24 youth last year, an 
encouraging gain. Momentum has 
not picked up yet on the home front 
for dispersion, but the committee 
hopes that very soon movement will 
be on an unprecedented basis . . . 
in response to the Guardian'S re
peated call for believers to leave 
the larger Baha'i communities and 
settle in goal cities when possible. 
We cannot hold off the formation of 
Assemblies until the last year. 
Wherever there appears a flow of 
effort in any place the committee 
will endeavor to supply any needs 
to carryon to victory. 

Making a short supplementary re
port in the morning for the National 
Spiritual Assembly, Horace Holley, 
secretary, had given the convention 
these vital statistics relative to As-
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Spiritual Assembly of Ute Bahi'is of Anchorage Recording Dis
trict, Alaska, incorporated Ia-noary 19, 1955. 

Spiritual Assembly of the Baba. 'is of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
incorporated March 4. 1955. 

sembly status: an increase in As
sembly incorporations Jooking to
ward the goal of 100 by 1963, with 
81 now incorporated, 22 of these 
since the start of the Crusade; of 
the 172 local Assemblies elected in 
April 1954, 162 had to date reported 
holding elections in 1955; seven had 
lost Assembly status, five were in 
question, eight were new Assemblies 
and nine were old ones re-estab
lished. Even with more reports to 
be received we saw now the lag 
spoken of by Paul Haney in his greet
ing to the convention. What are the 
ublocks" in our home teaching and 
in dispersal, the national teaching 
chairman, Charles Wolcott, asked as 
he pointed up the consultation on 
Home Front teaching. And we re
called that the goal the Guardian 
had set for the second phase of the 
Crusade in this respect was: "ener
getic and systematic prosecution of 
the all-important teaching work 
both at home and abroad, desigoed 
to increase rapidly the number of the 
avowed and active supporters of the 
Faith ... the maintenance. by every 
available means, of the status of lo
cal Spiritual Assemblies already es
tablished throughout the Baha'i 
world. " 

Improvement this past year has 
been noticeable where communities 
have formed a plan for themselves. 
Mr. Wolcott asserted. Such a plan, 
to succeed, must include the vital 
step of leading a soul up to his dec
laration. Many communities know 
how to proclaim the Faith. We now 
do well in acquiring contacts. But 

what about the next steps? The Na
tional Teaching Committee suggests 
the following steps in teaching: 
1) the invitation fireside; 2) the pe
riodical fireside, for nurturing the 
spark of interest; 3) the study class, 
which will lead to declaration; 4) 
formation of Baha'i groups; 5) nur
turing of groups to become Assem
blies; and 6) deepening believers, 
old and new, through study and ac
tivity, thus strengthening a commu
nity. Rapid and purposeful was dis
cussion from the floor on the Amer
ican teaching problems, perhaps the 
most dynamic participation of dele
gates that this convention was to 
see. It continued through several 
periods allotted to the subject and 
ranged from inquiries for clarifica
tion of the national teaching struc
ture advantages, through use of 
teclmiques and aids, the need ill 
places for simpler and specific con
tact literature, to the serious lack of 
effective firesides and to means of 
further activating believers and 
strengthening communities. Char
lotte Linfoot, assistant secretary of 
the National Assembly, called at
tention to more statistics, these with 
important bearing on enrollment of 
new believers by lagging commtmi
ties. In the past five years there 
havc been 184 communities in As
sembly standing at one time or an
other, she said. Of these, 123 en
roned less than five new believers 
each in five years; 20 enrolled not 
one new believer in five years; and 
28, only one in five years. Here is 
the picture of Assembly "inactivity 

. .. , .. 
and ineffectuality." To meet this 
problem and theirs, delegates of
fered suggestions: cross over into 
"new pockets" of contact to find 
people who will become believers; 
find ways to meet the students in 
foreign exchange programs; deepen 
the believers themselves through 
study, meditation and "creating the 
ability to work through the power 
of God"; interpret this period .in 
history for Christians; plan for fire
sides and keep to the plan; remem
ber that no Baha'i community was 
ever born without hard work and 
tears; commWlities share in the ex
pense and use of slides, tapes. etc.; 
make our desires pure; as it is win
ning hea rts that counts, become sen
-sitive to the "response moment" in 
pure souls; be patient; teach love 
of Baha'u'llah and loyalty to the di
Vine authority of the Faith, not leave 
a new believer with adherence to 
the broad world principles alone; 
strengthen our community life 
through love and unity, it is not 
enough to have good teachers work
ing as individuals; study 'Abdu'l
Baha's ways of teaching in Ameri
ca and gain ideas from Rul:Iiyyih 
I,gJimum's "Teaching Problems"; 
realize that we have the greatest 
glad-tidings in the world to give. 

The national committee feels that 
the present teaching structure with 
a National Teaching Committee and 
twelve Area Committees. the sim
plified plan adopted dming the first 
year of the Crusade in response to 
Shoghi Effendi's directive, is the 
best plan for co-ordination of our ef· 
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forts that has yet been devised. It 
requires the assistance and co-oper
ation of Assemblies and groups on 
the local level to bridge what some 
believers have called a "gap" be
tween area and local functioning_ 
Where Assemblies have functioned 
through dispersal and extension 
(Home Front) committees and co
operated in area meetings the plan 
has worked well, a number of dele
gates testified, The national com
mittee reiterated that believers 
who wish to pioneer in Qut-of -coun
try goals should remain in their own 
communities if the Assemblies 
would be endangered by their loss 
until believers are found to take 
their places at home. 

American Indian Service 
An inspirational report from the 

American Indian Service Committee 
brought by Francis Johnson, chair
man and Nancy PhillipSt secretary, 
mad~ clear the unique and joyous 
work of the committee in trying to 
gain one of the other goals of the 
Crusade: the confirmation of believ~ 
ers from the American Indian tribes. 
"There is no doubt that through 
the divine teachings," 'Abdu'I~Baha 
wrote in His Divine Plan, "they 
(American Indians) will become so 
enlightened as in turn to shed light 
to all regions. 1l A supplement to 
last year's Indian Service brochure 
is now procurable. One of the re
quirements of the first phase of the 
Ten-Year Plan was met during the 
year with the translation of selec
tions from the Writings into the 
Cherokee language, published sepa
rately in English and Cherokee un
der the title "A New Day Comes." 
(see Annual Reports, 1954-55). The 
other objective as outlined by the 
Guardian, conversion of members of 
the leading Indian tribes, has not 
yet been attained, but. to date .six 
tribes have members m the FaIth. 
A total of 26 tribes have been con
tacted, eight of these before and 18 
during the first year of the Crusade, 
and definite teaching has reached 
members of seven additional tribes 
this past year. About one-third of the 
members of the leading tribes live 
off reservations and we learn from 
assemblies that more teaching is 
being done off reservations than on. 

To clarify the immediate goals for 
the new year the committee has re
stated them: deepening efforts 
where tribes have been contacted; 
extension to reach remaining tribes 

not yet contacted; reconstitution of 
the local Spiritual Assembly at 
Macy, Neb., which lost assembly 
status four years ago; and reaching 
the one-third in our cities. 

"People are about the same all 
over the globe. We all want love, 
peace and happiness." Mr. Johnson 
read from a letter written by Mrs. 
Ethel Murray, pioneer to the In
dians in North Carolina. "We can 
live at lower standards now for 
them. . . . It is thrilling to know 
one has made a right decision ... 
rsuch as being a pioneer to the In
dians].H 

Having been to Macy on his way 
to the convention and talked with 
Baha'is in the tribe there, knowing 
how dear this place is to the Guard
ian, Mr. Johnson asked with much 
feeling, "Who is going to win back 
this spiritual prize?" 

From delegates who have found 
the privilege of reaching the Indians 
spiritually rewarding came sugges· 
tions: Try to utilize the de clared In· 
wans as much as possible in teach· 
ing the Faith; go to the Indians with 
love, friendliness and service, not at 
first with a "new faith". for they 
have been proselytized till skeptical 
and afraid; take advantage of oppor
tunities for meeting in service and 
recreation centers; invite them to 
your home, talk of your own prob
lems in friendly fashion, be gentle, 
don't push; study Indian legends; be 
kind. It was announced by Mildred 
Motlahedeh that a relative of Shirin 
Fozdar, Baha'i teacher in the In
dian subcontinent, has arrived in 
America with desire to teach Amer
ican Indians. 

Inter-Racial Teaching 

A chal1enging pilgrim's message 
direct from Shoghi Effendi, given to 
the convention on Thursday evening 
by Doris Ballard, secretary of the 
new Spiritual Assembly of Johannes-
burg, gave added stress to the In
dian Service work and sparked the 
Inter-Racial Teaching consultation 
with a re-emphasis on a warning 
that the Guardian has been giving 
for some time. Miss BaUard report
ed the Guardian to have said that: 
1) There should be added impetus 
in teaching the American Indian. All 
American believers should study 
what 'Abdu'l-Baha says about this 
in his Tablets of the Divine Plan. 
2) 1n America the Home Front 
teaching is staggering because of ra-
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cial prejudice within Baha'i commu~ 
nities themselves. Minorities are 
sensitive to this. It is the great 
weakness in America. 

As the Inter-Racial Committee 
opened its period, postponed until 
Friday afternoon, the chairman. 
George Brawley, pointed out that 
this committee (and the Indian Serv
ice) was set up two years ago at 
the express direction of the Guard~ 
ian and it has been endeavoring to 
align its work with the guidance that 
he has given, such as, "he attaches 
great importance to the teaching in 
the South." Accomplishments in the 
whole field Mr. Brawley touched 
briefly (see Annual Reports), speak
ing of cities where institutes on the 
brochure, "Faith in Action," have 
been held, and of four cities where 
special public meetings were spon~ 
sored by the committee for pioneers 
to the South. He moved quickly from 
this, however, to citation of cases. 
where Baha'is have missed oppor~ 
tunities to take a position in cities 
where a great problem in racial re
lations arose and to pointing out how 
a well-started study class was aban
doned by a believer after he found 
a neighbor objected. "The Negro has 
always been a Christian. But he 
doesn't want the principles without 
the Cause itselfl ... The South is 
as ready as the North to receive 
the Faith of Baha'u'llah, if Baha'is 
will only live their Faith. If we prac
tice one principle-removal of prej
udice from our minds-we will be 
able to bring the Teachings to the 
Negro. We must not be afraid." 

As delegates we tried to face up 
to ourselves and our communities in 
the consultation that followed. Many 
stepped swiftly into the arena of 
discussion to point out our short~ 
comings in the matter of Hliving the 
life"; advice from experience with 
minority races was given; delegates 
could go home better acquainted 
with our successes and our goals~ 
our missed opportWlities and our im
maturities and perhaps our disobe
dience in this matter. Here are some 
of the gems which we heard: "We 
may as well be frank at this point. 
. . . There is a power in this Cause 
and it will be evidenced in the com~ 
ing together of the races .... The 
sensitive Negro has something to do 
about the situation within commu
nities, too. Stay in and be a Baha'll 
. . . The picture is changing every 
day in the South . . . The churches 
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there are taking the right stand but 
they are hesitant to try to change 
the thinking of their congregations. 
· .. We can do things we could not 
do a few years ago. Race unity is 
inevitable ... , The first Negro has 
been made a member of the Phoenix 
Chamber of Commerce through 
Baha'i effort. ... The Cause spreads 
when you take the right step .... 
Many times the African students can 
reach Negroes for us. . . . Any 
Bahit'i who has prejudice must 
struggle with his own soul. . . . The 
Guardian said to me, 'What would 
you think if we sent a committee 
from Africa to teach in America?' 
· . . The white Baha'i who lives the 
life is more proof to the Negro in 
the South than an African would be 
· . . but a group of Africans teach
ing all of us might be effective ... 
don't leave the Negro to teach his 
people alone, teach together , . . 
don't be afraid of intermarriage ... 
don't be apologetic, sugar-coated 
· .. be a Baha'i! ... Let us ap
proach the subject and each other 
with love .... We are faced with 
an immediacy. We fail if we do not 
solve this problem in our midst. 
When you have a public meeting, 
think: how will we reach the Ne
groes, our most important guests? 
· .. Approach the Negro as a human 
being, not a problem himself. . .. 
We might use paid advertisements 
in the 4hottest' cities to educate 
people. . .. We must integrate so 
we do not have minorities within 
the great Cause of Baha'u'llah ... 
'the accomplishment of unity be
tween the colored and white will be 
an assurance of the world's peace,' 
said 'Abdu'I-Baha." 

As this consultation closed many 
thanked Baha'u'!lah for His wonder
ful bounties to mankind, recalling 
His famous Son's words, "In the 
world of being the meeting is blessed 
when the white and colored races 
meet together with infinite spiritual 
love and he a venly harmony . . . the 
Beauty of Baha'u'llah addresseth 
them, ~Blessed are ye! Blessed are 
ye!' " 

A letter from North Africa where 
Elsie Austin is assisting with the 
establishment of the divine institu
tions brought a glimpse of lands 
where "all the world's prejudices 
are on parade." Endowed with 
heart, spirit and sincerity the pio
neers, even with only one language 
at their command, can eventually 

gain victories, Miss Austin wrote. 
Patience, kindness, self-sacrifice 
and trustworthiness are the virtues 
that succeed. Prayers and pioneers 
are needed to strengthen these out
posts, as all others. 

Sacrifice and One World 

It is always helpful to have the 
national treasurer present at con
vention the proposed national budg
et for the ensuing year and to ex
plain its items in comparison with 
those in the previous year, even 
though the text of the budget, when 
adopted by the N.S.A., will later be 
supplied all believers. To help us 
first to associate ourselves with the 
spiritual aspect of our financial ob
ligations in the Ten-Year Crusade, 
Mr. Kavelin pointed out that in view 
of the two forces operating in the 
world, one for destruction, the other 
the army of love and assurance that 
will spell mass salvation for human
ity, an individual Baha'i sees him
self emerging as a citizen of the 
world. He can relate himself to the 
Divine Plan that is unfolding before 
our very eyes. Each of us becomes 
a part of a unity ... the unity of 
God. In this unity we can achieve 
victories not possible by human 
means. . . . The Guardian plans, 
he sees each need and this need be
comes an accomplished fact. It re
mains for us to give expression to 
the fact. Because we are now op
erating a world-wide enterprise, we 
must grow up to a realization of 
what our budget must encompass 
and our responsibilities to it are, 
he said. It does not seem defensible 
that any Local Spiritual Assembly 
... no matter how inexperienced or 
divided, should fail to make at least 
a token contribution regularly to the 
National Fund; but such does hap
pen. Revealing statistics are as fol
lows: In May. 1954. contributions. 
came from only 115 local Assem
blies; in June from 123; July, 140; 
Aug., 132; Sept., 134; and Oct., 109. 

The proposed budget is a total of 
$550,000 as compared with $475,000 
for the year just ended. Enthusias
tically the delegates made an at
tempt to recommend an increase to 
$600,000 but after discussion and sec
ond thought decided by vote the pro
posed amount to be wiser. Expend
ed for 1954-55 was $411,123, which 
was less than the budget estimate, 
but the amount received from con
tributions was only $363,500. The to-
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tal unexpended was $64,000 of which 
$44,000 is held to be used to complete 
the Temple landscaping in 1955, 
postponed from last year. The sur
plus seeming to remain, of $20,000, 
subtracted from $475,000 gives $455,-
000, the amount actually used for 
1954-55. Thus the treasury had a def
icit of $91,500 because contributions, 
as noted were $363,500. To meet this 
deficit, $91,500 was borrowed from 
proceeds of estates. In the present 
estate fund there remain only $111,-
000. An unexpected contingency this 
past year was the call of the Guard
ian for the need to ensure the pur
chase of eight !.Ia~iratu 'l-Quds in 
capital cities for which we gave a 
total of $29,808, having budgeted only 
$5,000. Contributions for Temple sites 
were increased also. World Crusade 
teaching and expenditure for trus
teeships had to be drastically cur
tailed to meet these other needs. 
Next year $58,500 has been allocated 
for commitments on four I:Iar-iratu'l
Quds and toward the purchase of 
27 others. 

To assist the believers in meeting 
their obligations this year the Na
tional Assembly has provided a sug
gested guide by which Assemblies, 
groups and individuals may budget 
themselves, though the resolve plan 
as adopted last year has not been 
approved for 1955. The latter has 
"outlived its usefulness", Mr. KaveI
in said. We can now grow up to the 
point of resolving with ourse~ves. In 
the question and answer period, with 
much consultation, too, the follow
ing points were made: Baha'is made 
personal loans to the trustees to en
able them to purchase the Goldblatt 
property. Repayment begins this 
year .... The true meaning of sac
rifice is to give away what you are 
attached to, not what is extra. The 
expenses of the new Baha'i World 
book will have to be met this year 
out of the Fund . . . boosted sales 
would help. . . . Many repairs on 
Baha'i schools have had to be de
ferred .... A salary will probably 
be needed for a professional guide 
at the Baha'i House of Worship ... 
The Fund is the life-blood of our 
institutions. . educate new be
lievers in the truths of Baha'i giv
ing. . . . Contributions may come 
from Baha'i conferences if on a vol
untary basis. . . . When We love 
enough, we give. .. We are in
consistent in seeing how important 
our pioneer projects are and in not 



It 

Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is of Burbank, Ca.lifornla. 
incorporated March 16. 1955. 

providing the means .... When it 
is hard for you to be a good Baha'i, 
put $1.00, or one cent, in the Fund 
. . . your character may improve; 
or give out of the simple joy of 
heart or in memoriam. . . He who 
sits down and plans with himself 
how much he will give, and gives it, 
is pioneering. One of the unexpect· 
ed highlights of the consulta tion on 
the National Fund was when Habib 
Sabet of New York arose to con
tribute $100,000 to the Home for the 
Aged, the first Temple Dependency. 
A final point clarified was that it 
is more important to give to the 
National Fund than to local funds 
at this time. Opportunities for giv
ing also are open as in the past 
year to the World Center through 
the Guardian (International Fund), 
and to the assistance of the Hands 
of the Cause and the Auxiliary 
Boards (Continental Funds). As we 
broaden the base of giving through 
all believers participating, and thus 
make the fOWldation stron ~ and 
sure, so also we have the privi~ege! 
each of us, of participating in the 
vast Crusade program to establish 
God's Kingdom on earth. 

Establishing Divine In,titution, 

To Hft up our sights, to renew 
our vision, to give us pure joy ... 
the agenda for the first evening of 

convention provided three special 
presentations; "Major Tasks of the 
Second Phase of the World Crusade 
and Their Significance" I by the 
Hands of the Faith; "The Temple 
as the Greatest Teacher" and "Com
pletion of the Landscaping"; and 
color slides showing the progress of 
the Crusade. To describe this won
derful evening with the vistas it 
opened out to the future of the world 
and the realm of spiritual reality it 
brought near to all is not possible 
in short space or with this report
er's pen. A few things may be 
gleaned from the program that will 
suggest to the reader the beauty and 
power of that night. 

'~As the Divine Plan unfolded the 
beloved Guardian gave us the gift 
of the Hands of the Cause." With 
these words Mr. Kavelin introduced 
the first part of the program to be 
presented by the four Hands of the 
Cause present in convention, Mrs. 
Corinne True, Mrs. Amelia Collins, 
Horace Holley and Paul E. Haney. 
To the delegates acquainted with 
Mrs. True's faithful and long service 
at the heart of the Faith in Amer
ica, her very presence with us again 
was an inspiration. She spoke brief
ly: "The Master said to me, 'I wish 
you to work for the Temple and you 
must live in Chicago.' So 1 have 
lived my life in this part of the 
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world." Bringing loving greetings 
from the Guardian and all our c0-

workers in Haifa and giving news 
of developments in "The Most Holy 
Land" was Mrs. COllins, vke-chair
man of the Baha'i International 
Council. It is amazing to watch 
things come to pass on Mount Car
mel under the hand of Shoghi Ef
fendi. she said. He plans carefully 
and he gets things done. All these 
things have been mentioned by Baha
'u'Uah and 'Abdu'l-Baha as coming 
to pass. She described deVelopment 
in the Monument Gardens, placing 
of the arc and clearing of the space 
for it where future administrative 
buildings of the World Center will 
stand, the relationship of this to the 
spiritual center at the Shrine of the 
Hab, and the choosing of the site 
for the beautiful new Archives build
ing. We saw in mind's eye some
thing of the vision that moves the 
Guardian to heroic endeavor. 

Mr. Holley, in tracing the develop
ment of the institutions at the World 
Center as he cited passages from 
Shoghi Effendi's historic messages 
since July. 1950, first said: "The 
most important work going on in 
the world today is that related to 
the institutions of Baha'u'Uah. It is 
the most important work with which 
we as human beings have had asso
ciation since the world began ...• 
There have never before been in
stitutions for humanity. They could 
not be created tmtil the Day of God." 
After reading passages from the 
Tablet of Carmel, which the Guard
ian calls the Charter for develop
ment of the World Center, and then 
excerpts from Shoghi Effendi's mes
sages that initiated, one by one, new 
steps in the unfoldment of the World 
Center institutions from 1950 up to 
the present. Mr. Holley closed with 
a simple, profolUld statement that 
sent all he had read echoing again 
and again through our hearts: 
"There is so much to do ... we need 
now and then to review the details 
and to get the vision afresh." 

Paul Haney, reviewing point by 
point the objectives of the Ten-Year 
Crusade for the American Baha'i 
Community, stated that it is vital 
that we have a clear understanding 
of the evolution of these objectives. 
There are compelling reasons why 
the Guardi an wants us to succeed 
with every stage. He presses us on 
to victory because he loves us and 
knows that failure at any point jeop-
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ardizes later achievements. The 
first phase was concluded trium
phantly, Ric;ivan, 1954; in the follow
ing year the Guardian speeded up 
the plan, calling for extra accom
plishments. Example, in the acquir
ing of !:fa.iratu'l-Quds. Mr. Haney 
pointed out that members of Auxil
iary Boards in traveling on teaching 
missions for the Hands have report
ed thrillingly On the impetus given 
to the Faith by the establishment 
of l1a~iratu'l-Quds. "This process in 
which we are sharing", he conclud
ed~ "is now and for the rest of our 
lives. Our response to the leader
ship of our divinely guided Guardian 
will fulfill our destiny," and "the 
throne in the plenitude of God will 
be firmly established on earth." 

Marguerite Ullrich speaking on 
"The Temple as the Greatest Teach
er", related incidents and figures 
from guiding records to show the 
sweep and power of the Temple in
fluence. Since 1932, as many as 628,-
558 recorded vis i tors; last year 
alone, 105,877. Shoghi Effendi says 
that the promise of 'Abdu'l-Baha 
concerning the spiritual influence of 
the completed edifice is wonderfully 
coming to pass. As guiding is a great 
spiritual experience and guides are 
needed, Mrs. Ullrich urged believ
ers who can give any time in this 
service to do so. Clarence Ullrich 
completed the Temple presentation 
by explaining in detail the work that 
will be done to complete the land
scaping this year, including foun
tains, pools and development in the 
gardens. 

Closing a long evening packed 
with truly spiritual manna were pic
tures on the screen of Temple sites 
and !:fa.iratu'l-Quds purchased to 
date, each picture explained by 
Beatrice Ashton. 

The three other nights were also 
high spots of inspiration, each in its 
particular way: reports, with inci
dents, on the advances of the Inter
continental teaching work, made by 
Edna True, Char lotte Linfoot, Sylvia 
Parmelee, and William deForge and 
Katherine McLaughlin for the Euro
pean, Asian, African and Western 
Hemisphere committees, respec
tively, showing how goals are being 
met; the sacred and joyous Rig.
vim Feast in the Auditorium, open to 
the public; and the Baha'i Congress 
addressed by Mildred Mottahedeh, 
speaking on "The Challenge of 
World Faith" to a large audience 
Sunday night. All four Intercontinen-
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tal committee chairmen stressed the 
continuing need for pioneers to fill 
goals, to support the goals already 
won and to aid in building local as
semblies throughout the world. Latin 
America alone is to establish 20 Na
tional ·Assemblies in the coming 
eight years, and Africa three Re
gional Assemblies by RicJvan, 1956. 
Mabel Eastman, returning pilgrim, 
brought from Haifa highlights of re
cent accomplishments. 

Saturday and Sunday brought re
ports and stimulation for Baha'i 
Youth, Child Education and Summer 
Schools; and for the Proclam a tion 
and Service work of the Cause. Val
uable information was given the del
egates by Mrs. Eunice BraWl, man
ager of the Baha'i Publishing Trust 
which came into being on May 1, 
thus fulfilling another goal of the 
American Baha'i community in the 
World Crusade. The United Nations 
committee reviewed the steps taken 
this year to reinforce ties with the 
U ni ted Nations, a goal of the Ten
Year Crusade. Other committees 
also presented plans and materials 
that will be of great benefit to teach
ing activities throughout the Amer
icanBaha'i Commtulity, many of 
these being shown in exhibits in the 
area around Foundation Hall, and 
most of which will be listed in spe
cial communications to the believ
ers or in BAHA'i NEWS. The Baha'i 
Youth had a special conference of 
their own during the convention and 

participated enthusiastically in con
vention consultation. As Youth ac~ 
tivity they stressed making contacts 
with college young people, estab
lishing Baha'i Youth groups on cam
puses, serving on Bahati Commmrity 
committees with adults, stimulating 
Youth activity and study through 
the Youth Bulletin and preparation 
for pioneering. 

Midway in convention the election 
for the new National Spiritual As
sembly for 1955-56 was held. In an 
atmosphere of devotion and prayer
ful thought delegates cast their bal
lots. The vote by mail made 170 
delegates voting. Soon after in its 
first meeting the new Assembly 
chose officers. It will function as 
follows: Paul E. Haney, chairman; 
Charles Wolcott, vice-chairman; 
Horace Holley, secretary; Charlotte 
Linfoot, assistant secretary; Edna 
M. True, recording secretary; 
H. Borrah Kavelin t treasurer; and 
Margery McCormick, Ellsworth 
Blackwell, Robert McLaughlin. 

The service of public worship on 
Sunday afternoon filled the audito
rium. Here for the last time in this 
convention Baha'is met for worship, 
hearing those Words of divine pow
er that each day had lifted their 
hearts to God and prepared them 
for the tasks to be done. The phe
nomenal sunshine of the convention 
days had been as bountiful as the 
spiritual outpourings and many 
hearts were glad. To the total .at-
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tendance of delegates, 133, was ad
ed the number of 828 registered vis
itors during the convention period 
making a total attendance of 961_ 
Would that aU mankind could see 
what Baha'i eyes had glimpsed dur
ing these wonderful days! "The 
whole creation, methinks, is being 
disrupted and is bursting asunder 
through the shattering influence of 
the Divine summons issued from the 
throne of glory. t, 

-ALIa: SIMMONS Cox 
Convention ReporteT 

SOUVENIR OF ABDU'L-BAHA 

FoTty-Third Annual Unity Feast 

Each year, on the last Saturday 
in June, at West Englewood, New 
Jersey. the Baha'i National Com
mittee for the 'Souvenir of Abdu'l
Bahli' holds the annual gathering to 
commemorate the first Unity Feast 
given by the Master on the grounds 
of the Wilhelm Property in West 
Englewood on June 29, 1912. 

This year, on June 25, Baha'is and 
their friends are invited to come with 
their picnic baskets at noon and en
joy an outdoor picnic under the tall 
evergreen trees. Milk for the chil
dren, and tea for those who wish it, 
will be served by the Committee. 

At three o'clock in the afternoon, 
the following program will be pre
sented: 

Prayers and Greetings 
Amy G. Raubitschek. Chairman 

MU8ic 

'Abdu'l·Baha's address given in 1912 
read by Beatrice Thigpen 

Theme 

Divine Justice 
Speaker: Keith deFolo 

Remarks and Closing Prayer 
Chairman 

Prayer :!In-i Readings in Grove where 
first Unity Feast was held 

Vaffa Kinney & Maude Gaudreaux 

The discourse which 'Abdu'l-Baha 
gave in 1912 can be found in The Pro
mulgation of Universal Peace, page 
208. In it the Master said: "The ef
ficacy of such meetings as these is 
permanent throughout the ages. This 
assembly has a name and signif
icance which will last forever. Hun
dreds of thousands of meetings shall 
be held to commemorate this occa
sion and the very words I speak to 
you today shall be repeated in them 
for ages to come." 

TO ALL LATIN AMERICAN 
PIONEER PROSPECTS 

If you hope to travel to one of 
the countries in Central or 
South America to teach the 
Faith, you are urged to study 
Spanish now. All reports from 
"southern" pioneers stress the 
advantage of knowing the lan
guage before you arrive. 

-W'£S'I'ERN HEMISPHERE 

TEAcHING COMMlT'I'EE 

ASIA TEACHING COMMITTEE 

Summer Teaching Conference 
Scheduled in Japan 

Reports from Japan bring the good 
news that a sound foundation has 
been laid for an intensive teaching 
campaign to assure the establish
ment of its National Spiritual As
sembly in April 1957. Already there 
are two local Assemblies - in Tokyo 
and Hyogo-ken-and five Baha'i 
groups with membership ranging 
from three to seven believers. Yoko~ 
harna, Osaka, Nagoya, Kyoto, Hiro~ 
shima, and Kobe have been chosen 
as goal cities and have been assigned 
to assemblies and groups nearest 
them for extension teaching pur
poses. Regular firesides are already 
being held in four of these cities, and 
teaching circuits are being con
ducted under the direction of the 
National Teaching Committee of 
Japan. 

With the cooper a tion of th e Asia 
Teaching Committee of the United 
States, a summer teaching confer
ence has been scheduled to take 
place in Japan September 23, 24 and 
25. In addition to the Japanese be
lievers, there will be delegates from 
Formosa, Korea, Macao, Guam and 
other goal countries in that general 
area. 

The meeting of Baha'is from such 
a wide area will provide opportunity 
for consultation on how the believers 
can respond most effectively to the 
Guardian's call for intensification of 
teaching activity in the Pacific in the 
months ahead. The Guardian has 
written that there are apparent 
signs for the rapid spread of the 
Faith in that area, and that it is cap
able of producing victories at least 

JUNE, 1955 

as great as those achieved in Africa. 

To aid in the achievement of these 
new victories the Asia Teaching 
Committee again appeals for Baha'i 
pioneers and settlers for either vir
gjn or consolidation areas in Asia 
and the Pacific. 

-ASIA TEACHING CoMMI'I"l"EE 

BAHA'I PRESS SERVICE 
Bahd'i World Faith: A Summary 

Of Its History, Teachings and Ad
ministrativ,'? Order has been com
piled for presentation to newspaper 
writers and others who can make 
use of a brief accotmt of the basic 
facts about the Faith. 

The pamphlet contains eight 
pages, 9 x 11 inches, with the title 
running downward along the outer 
edge for maximum visibility in a 
letter file. On the back page is space 
for writing in a local name and ad
dress to contact for further infor
mation. 

The Baha'i Press Service Commit
tee suggests that copies be presented 
to each newspaper in every Baha'i 
community, and to friends and con
tacts. They may be ordered from 
the Baha'i Publishing Trust, 110 Lin
den Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, 10 for 
$1.00, 50 for $4.50. 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
The Pittsburgh Courier, March 19, 

1955~ has an article entitled "Around 
the UN" which states that mention 
made of the first Baha'is of Ba
sutoland, Mr. and Mrs. Chadwick. 
Mohapi, whose "eldest- SOn is trans
lating Baha'i writings into the Sesuto 
language," appears in the NGO 
Lounge. (A photograph of these be
lievers appeared in BAHA'i Nsws of 
February 1955.) 

New Age Interpreter, November, 
1954, has a leading article on "The 
Oneness of Life" which states: 
"Among such prophets to our age, 
it is safe to say that none have 
spoken On the theme of unity with 
greater authority, or a loftier spirit
ual vision than did Baha 'u'llah and 
his son and successor, 'Abdu'}· 
Baha.'· 

At the request of the Garden Club 
of Illinois, one hundred copies of the 
reprint of The Chicago Tribune ar
tic]e on the Temple and grounds 
W:e.re" given them for distribution to 
their local clubs. 
.;~e Gleaner & Journal, Render
~_~.Kentucky, in its February 20, 
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1955, issue, in an article on "Cults 
In the U.S. Wield a Strength," based 
on a talk derived from a book by 
Dr. Marcus Bach, describes the 
Temple and explains its signifi
cance. 

From Boise, Idaho, comes news 
that the Idaho Daily Statesman car
ries quotations from the Writings of 
Baha'U'IHl.h regularly in connection 
with announcement of the Baha'i de
votional hour held each Sund ay in 
the Boise Art Gallery. The same 
paper carried a notice of Baha'i 
Proclamation Day with a picture of 
the speaker for the Baha'i public 
meeting. 

A list of Outstanding Titles from 
the Metaphysical Library of Vantage 
Press includes Allen B. McDaniel's 
The Spell of the Temple. 

The Religious Editor of The Nash
vHle Tennessean in its issue of April 
18, 1955, reports on a public meet
ing held by the local Baha'i Assem
bly in the Hermitage Hotel, Winston 
Evans, speaker. The article is ac
companied by a photograph of white 
and Negro officers of the Nashville 
Spiritual Assembly. 

Through the efforts of the BaM.'i 
pioneers, an exhibit of Baha'i litera
ture is being maintained at the 
USAF, Goose Air Base, Goose Bay, 
Labrador, and free literature is giv
en to seekers. 

Rand McNally & Company, pub
lishers of maps and atlases, issue a 
monthly organ RanaHy World. The 
April, 1955, number carries on its 
back cover pictures of buildings rep
resenting Decatur, San Francisco 
and Chicago. The Baha'i House of 
Worship was selected as the Chicago 
structure. 

After completing the publication 
of a syndicated series of feature ar
ticles On various faiths, The Denver 
Post followed the series with an
other series suggested by local re
ligious groups. An article, "What Is 
a Baha'i?" by Horace Holley, ap
peared on March 19, 1955. 

The Chicago Sun-Times, May 4, 
published a photograph of the Baha'i 
Temple seen through trees under 
the caption, "What Is So Rare As a 
Day in May?" 

Empire Star, Buffalo, New York, 
ran an illustrated feature page on 
February 10, 1955, entitled "Basic 
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SPECIAL EVENTS FOR PROCLAIMING BAHA'I FAIT;--I 
TO THE PUBLIC 

1955.1956-

Martyrdom of the Bab To, ,publicize developments at the I 
July 9, 1955 Baha 1 World Center, and the signifi

cance of the martyrdom of the Bab and 
of His Shrine. 

Proclamation Day 
September 23, 1955 

United Nations Day 
October 24, 1955 

Birthday of BahiJ.'u'l!ah 
November 12, 1955 

Baha'i State Conventions 
*December 4, 1955 

World Religion Day 
January 15, 1956 

World Brotherhood Week 
February 19-25, 1956 

Naw-Riiz (Baha'i New Year) 
March 21, 1956 

Baha'i World Youth Day 
'March 25, 1956 

Baha'i National Convention 
'April 26-29, 1956 

! Declaration of the Bah 
May 23, 1955 

To proclaim America's spiritual mis
sion; to observe the anniversary of the 
Faith's introduction to America. 

To proclaim the spiritual basis on 
which the nations can unite for lasting 
world peace. 

To proclaim the appearance of the 
Promised One of all religions as the 
hope of the world. 

To publicize delegate attendance and 
progress of the Ten-Year World Spirit
ual Crusade. 

To proclaim the fundamental oneness 
of religion. 

To proclaim the oneness of mankind. 

To proclaim the renewal of religion 
and a new spiritual springtime. 

To publicize the Baha'i program for 
uniting the youth of all Faiths in pro
moting lasting world peace. 

To publicize delegate attendance and 
progress of the Ten-Year World Spirit
ual Crusade. 

To proclaim the birth of a new Uni
versal Cycle and the fulfillment of 
prophecy. 

SUGGESTED OCCASIONS FOR ADDITIONAL LOCAL PUBLICITY 

National Day of Prayer: 'September 22, 1955 
Birthday of the Bab: October 20, 1955 
Day of the Covenant: November 26, 1955 

l
· United Nations Human Rights Day: December 

tlndicates Tentative Date 

10, 1955 

Facts of the Baha'i Faith." The il
lustration includes two Baha'i 
groups in New York and the House 
of Wor ship. This feature was dis
tributed by National Foto News, To
ledo, Ohio, a Negro feature syndi
cate. Contact with the syndicate was 
made by Mrs. Lynette Storm, To
ledo, and the material was supplied 
by the New York Baha'i Public Re
lations Committee through the 
Baha'i Press Service. 

The Evening Telegram of San 
Bernardino, California, January 28, 
1955, features the Faith in an article 
reporting interview with Mrs. Betty 
Rickards and Mrs. Nelle Shook. Be
sides illustrating the Baha'i family 

the article gives a summary of the 
major Baha'i principles. With this 
clipping was received a clipping 
from The Daily Sun, published in the 
same city, dated June 12, 1954, which 
summarized the Baha'i teachings in 
a "series of items on the doctrines, 
beliefs and brief histories of San 
Bernardino's religious faiths and de
nominations." This local community 
has succeeded in obtaining very ef
fective publicity. 

The December, 1954, issue of Ar
chitectural Forum carried an ad
vertisement of the Portland Cement 
Company (p. 62) which shows an 
illustration of the Baha'i House of 
Worship in Wilmette. 
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In Spokane, Washington, Mrs. Flor
ence Mayberry, member of the Aux
iliary Board, spoke on the Baha'i 
Faith before the United American 
Indian Meeting. This meeting was 
reported, both before and after the 
event, in Moccasin Tracks~ a mime
ographed United American Indian 
publication which is distributed in 
many parts of the United States, 
and will bring the name "BahaT' 
before many Indians. 

BAHA'I ON THE CAMPUS 
Students at the University of Cal

ifornia in Berkeley arranged through 
the Inter-Faith Council for four 
Baha'i talks during the past school 
year: one each before the Religious 
Skeptics. Inc., and the Channing 
Club, and two at meetings of Ply
mouth Club. Baha'i speakers have 
been listed for several years in the 
lecture brochure published annually 
by the Council. Baha'i students liv
ing in three communities, Berkeley, 
Oakland, and Lafayette, will cooper
ate in Inter-Faith COWlcil activities 
at the University during this new 
Baha'i year. 

A Baha'i student at the University 
of New Mexico, enrolled only since 
September as a Senior transfer stu
dent, has highly puhlicized the Faith 
on campus. As a result of her mak· 
ing contacts and talking constant· 
ly about the Faith, she was in· 
vited twice to speak before the 
Campus Unitarian club. Also, during 
the visit of Florence Mayberry, 
member of the Auxiliary Board, this 
student arranged for Mrs. May
berry's lecture before the University 
Philosophy Club. This last was a 
public lecture which drew a large 
crowd, and s timula ted much discus
sion. 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Baha'l youth in the Ada County 

and Boise, Idaho, commtulities con
ducted the regular Devotional Hour 
held at the Art Gallery in Boise. 
Four American Indian youth from 
Burns, Oregon, attended the meet
ing. 

In Miami, Florida, during Youth 
Week a young Baha'i gave a pres
entation of the Faith before a group 
of youth from 12 to 15 years in age. 

An Albuquerque-, New Mexico 
Baha'i youth, recently declared Fea
ture Editor of her high school pa-

per, arranged for the presentation 
by the Assembly of some Baha'i 
books to the high school library. As 
editor of the book review column, 
this youth wrote a fine review of each 
of the books, taking the opportunity 
to present clearly the Baha'i teach
ings. The books presented were 
Baha'u'lI6h and the New Era, The 
Koran, The Renewal oj Civilization, 
and Tomorrow and Tomorrow. 

AREA NEWS BULLETINS 
The following news of activities 

in Baha'i communities has been 
taken from the Area Teaching Com. 
mittee Bulletins available to BAHA'f 
NEWS at press time. 

The Bulletin of the South Centra! 
States reports that a Teaching Con
ference, held April 2 and 3 in Ok1a. 
homa City, was conducted as a work
shop. Following presentations of ma
terial on such topics as "Teaching 
the American Indians" and «Con
ducting Study Classes", the partici
pants divided into smaller work 
groups to devise ways of translating 
the ideas into action. Findings were 
shared with the entire conference. 

The Northwestern States Area 
Teaching Committee Bulletin reports 
that in Lewiston, Idaho, a class on 
the history of the Faith resulted from 
a presentation of the various reli
gions of the world. The group has 
used both press and radio to good ad
vantage ln proclaiming the Message 
of Baba 'u 'llilh. 

The Yakima, Washington, group 
presented a taTh: on Indian ways and 
problems, followed by a talk on "The 
D i v i n e Springtime". Newspaper, 
radio and TV accounts of the event 
spread word of the Faith throughout 
that area. This activity was followed. 
up by a fifteen-minute presentation 
of a Baha'i Press Service script, 
"New Life for the World", over 
station KYAK. 

The Devotional Hour arranged 
weekly by the Boise and Ada County, 
Idaho, friends was attended recently 
by Indians from Oregon- who were 
attracted by the name on the pla
card announcing the meeting. 

The Southwestern Baha'i Area Bul
letin reports meetings convened 
throughout the area to- bring reports 
from the Annua I Con ven tion to all 
believers. Tucson, Pboenix and 
Yuma, Arizona; Reno, Neva-d:a; Salt 
Lake City, Utah; Pasadena, River· 
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side, San Diego, Santa Cruz, Ven
tura, Burbank, Fresno, Burlingame, 
OakJand and Sacramento, California, 
are a part of this program. 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
Extension teaching carried on by 

Berkeley, California, in East Bay 
cities during the last eighteen months 
has resulted in their acting for the 
Southwestern States Area Teaching 
Committee in welcoming to mem ber
ship seven new Baha'is in Lafayette, 
Albany, Martinez, Alameda, and 
Emeryville. 

Teaching activities in San Diego, 
California, include: bi-monthly pub. 
lic meetings, publicity in five local 
newspapers, library and window 
displays, special observance of all 
special days with complete puhlicity 
coverage, weekly fireside meetings, 
extension teaching in outlying com
munities and a close working re
lationship with National City, Chula 
Vista and Escondido to support these 
growing communities. 

For the first time in Evansville, 
Indiana, news of the Faith was 
printed in the local paper, The Ev
ansville CourieT. The article, twelve 
column·inches long with a_ picture, 
was an interview with Winston G. 
Evans which presented a compre
hensive brief overview of the Faith. 
The City Desk Editor indicated that 
further articles would be welcomed. 

In Yakima, Washington, Guy Mur
chie, Jr., presented a talk on the 
Baha'i Faith at the Wilson School of 
Music. On the same day he was 
interviewed by the Yakima Daily 
Repubtic, appeared on a ten-minute 
program over KIMA-TV, was pre
sented with a box of Yakima apples 
by the Chamber of Commerce, auto
graphed copies of his best seller 
book Song of the Sky at the local 
books tore, dined with contacts and 
attended a reception. On all of these 
occasions it was possible to present 
one or another aspect of the Faith. 

The San Francisco, CaHfornia, as· 
sembly recently provided a Baha'i 
speaker for a youth group at the 
Central Methodist Church, at the 
minister's request. 

Members of the Miami, Miami 
Shores, and Dade County, Florida, 
Baha'i communities gathered at the 
Baha'i Center in Miami, to hear a 
Convention report given by two of 
the Florida delegates. 
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For the fourth ame, the Baha'i 
Community of Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, was invited to send a speak
er to address a group at the First 
Methodist Church. Twenty-five young 
people, mostly married couples, 
listened with intense interest to a 
fifteen-minute talk and questions 
followed rapidly for thirty min
utes more. Baha'i speakers in the 
Sioux Falls community have also 
had the opportWlity to present the 
Faith twice at a Baptist church and 
twice at the Congregational church. 
Response has been warm and sin
cere. 

Members of the Antelope Judicial 
Distrid, Ca1ifornia, Baha 'f Group 
have arranged monthly broadcasts 
of tape recorded talks on the Faith 
with announcements of their regular 
public meetings. A systematic mail
ing program keeps contacts informed 
of fireside meetings. Local news
paper notice has helped the e1lorts 
of these friends to make knowledge 
of the Faith available in their com
munity. 

In Erie, Pennsylvania, selections 
from "Words for the World H were 
used several times during the 
months of March and April on radio 
station WJET. 

DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS 
AT HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Baha'i House of Worship at 
Wilmette, lllinois, is dedicated to the 
Uni ty of God, the Unity of His 
Prophets, the Unity of Mankind. In 
this spirit, public worship is con
ducted each Sunday at 3: 30 P.M. in 
the auditorium. Readers at these de
votional programs include Baha'is 
and guests. Choral selections are by 
the Baha'i House of Worship A 
Capella Choir. 

The programs for the month of 
May follow: 
Order of Devotions-May 1, 1955 

Know tMU assuredly that the essence 01 all 
the Prophets 01 God is one and the same. 
Their unity is af>so[ute. God, the Creator, 
.saith: There is no distinction wPl.atsoover 
amcmg the Bearers of My Menage. They aU 
have but one purpose; theiT Secret is the same 
Secret. -Baha 'u 'll<l.h 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Arise, 0 God, and Show Thy Might-Haydn 
M. Morgan 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers and Meditations LIX, p. 94; Glean· 

ings, pp. 78·80 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Almighty God 01 Our Fathe-rs-Will .James 
BHAGAVAD-GITA (HINDU SCRIPTURES) 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Exodus 3:14-15; Deuteronomy IB:I5--19 
NEW TESTAMENT 

Matthew 3:15--17: 5:17·13: John 5:46-47; Luke 
24;44; John· 8:.(2", 58, 58; 14:15--18,26; 16:.7-8, 
12·13 

QUR'AN 
Sura II:I30: Sura XXXTII:40-16 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Bless The Lord, 0 My Soul-Ippolitol Ivana! 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, p. 5, PP. 10·11; 
World Order of Baha'ullah, p. 60, p. 1HI; 
Gleanings, pp. 80·81, p. 136 
Prayers and Meditations, CVII, p. 178 

CHORAL SELECTION 
AUehlia-Randall Thompson 

Order of Devotions-May 8, 1955 
o peop[e oj God! Be not OC"cupied with lJ01tT· 

selves. Be intent on the betterment 01 the 
worrd and the training 01 nations. The better· 
me-n1 oj the world can !Joe accomplished 
through pure and excellent deeds aTld weU· 
approtJed and agTeeaf>[e coJtduct. 

-Baha'u'llah 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Judge Me. Q God - Felix Mendelssohn 
Bartholdy 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Baha'i Prayers, p. 44 
Baha'I World Faith, p. 174, p. 141 

OLD TEST AMENT 
Psalm 119:1·1'1 

ZOROASTRIAN SCRIPTURES 
NEW TESTAMENT 

James 2 :14·.24, 26 
QUR'AN 

Sura XVI :9S-99, 128 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Blessing, G[ory, Wisdom. and Thanks -
.Johann Sebasti-'ln Barh 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
The AdVent of Divine Justice. p. 19, 20, 21 
The H~dden Words of Baha'u'Uih, From the 

Perslan, No. 76 
Prayers and Medit::ttions, cxxxn, p. 2.1~ 

CHORAL SELECTION 
B[essed Are the Men Who Fea,. Him (Elijah) 

- Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy 

Order of Devotions-May 15, 1955 
The highest and most excelling (;'race be~ 

stowed upon men is the grace Of "attaining 
unto the Pre:rence 01 God" and 01 His f'ecogni· 
tion, which has f>een pTomt.s:ed unto aU peopte, 

-Baha 'u'IIah 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayers and Meditations, CXV1, p. 197 
Kitab·i·Iqan (The Book of Certitude), p. 97 

CHORAL SELECTION 
From the Sweet·Scented StTeams (Prayer of 

Baha'u'ILihl-Charles Wolcott 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Isaiah SO: 18--21 
NEW TESTAMENT 

James 4:1-3, 5·10 
QUR'AN 

Sura XXX : .... 11'1 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Heavenly Light-Alexander Kopyloff 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

The Kitab--i-Iqan p. 103, p. lI8, p. 13B: Glean· 
:Ings, p. 313; The Hidden Words of BaM.
'u'llah, From the Arabic, Nos. 11. 20, 10 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Bow Down Thine Ear-Haydn M, Morgan 

Order of Devotions-May 22, 1955 
Magnify the name of the one true God, and 

adorn yourselves with the ornament 01 His 
Temembrance, and illumine YOUT hearts with 
the light oj His !.ove. -BaM'u':Mh 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Hear My prayer, 0 Lord-A. A. Arkhan. 

gelsky 
BAHA'1 SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayers and Meditations, LXXX, p. 132 
Gleanings, pp. 3(13'·305 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Psalm XXVII 

NEW TESTAMENT 
John 14:15·29 

CHORAL SELECTION 
He ShaU Give His Angels Charge OVe-?' Thee 

(Elijah) -Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy 
QUR'AN 

Sura XXV:l-13, 16-17 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Gleanings. pp. 92·93, p. 59 
C1;[ORAL SELECTION 

"Let Thy Holy Presence-Tschesnokoff 
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Order of Devotions-May 29, 1955 
Man ~~CtUld ~ Pl.;s own self. and know 

those things wh~cfl. lead to loftiness or to base. 
ness, to shame or to honor, to affluence or to 
pQVE'Tty. -.BaM'u·llah 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Sing aJtd Rejoice-Will James 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Bahii. 'i Prayers, p. 84 
Gleanings, pp. 65-66: p. 143; Baha'I WGrld 

Faith, pp. 167·168 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Psalm I 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Luke 8:5·15 

QUR'AN 
Sura VII: 53--56 

CHORAL SELEC'l'IQN 
Now God Be Praised.-MeJchior Vulpius 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, pp. 259--260; pp. 77·78; The Hidden 

Words of Baha'u'llah, From the Arabic, 
Nos. 12, 13 

Prayers and Meditations, CLXXllI, p. 264 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Go Not FaT frr>m Me, Q Lord-Haydn M. 
Morgan 

Baha'i Archives, CoJorprint. From 
the original watercolor rendering of 
the preliminary design by Mason 
Rerney, Architect. 7 x 10 inches, 
(including border) in five colors. Re
produced in black and white in this 
issue of BAHA'i NEWS. Suitably mat
ted and framed, this makes an at
tractive print to hang in office or 
home, thus serving as an indirect 
teaching aid. (Designed to be a com~ 
panion print to the Shrine of the 
Bab Colorprint.) 

Per copy ..................... $.30 

Baha'i World Faith: A Summary 
of its History, Teachings and Ad· 
ministrative Order. Prepared in col· 
laboration with Baha'i Press Serv
ice, this pamphlet is useful not only 
for editors, and newspaper writers, 
but for anyone wanting up-to-date, 
factual background material on the 
Faith. Front cover has photograph 
of the Tern pIe. Further information 
is given by the Baha'i Press Service 
on page 20, 

Ten copies (minimum order) $1.00 
Fifty copies ................ $4.50 

Success In Teaching. By Ru!)iyyih 
Khimum. An intima Ie talk with 
Baha'is who long to serve the Faith. 
A practical, inspiring· article on all 
aspects of personal teaching. (Re
vised' edition of Teaching Problems). 
New format, yellow paper, in note
book size 816 x Ii. 

Per copy ................... $ .15 
Eight copies ............... $1.00 



Elimination of Prejudice. The 
Baha'i Attack. Statement prepared 
by the National Spiritual Assembly 
on the vital subject of prejudice in 
respect to race, class, creed and na
tionality, and the elimination of this 
attitude through the transforming 
power of the teachings of Baha
'u'llah. (See article by the National 
Assembly on page 11.) 81,6 x 11 on 
good quality white paper. 

Eight copies (minimum 
order) ..................... $ .25 

100 copies .................. $2.00 

New Insert Added +0 Portfolio 
Baha'i: The Coming of World Re

ligion. An insert has been prepared 
to add to this brochure (published 
some years ago) on the subject "Ex
pansion of the Baha'i Community," 
dealing with developments of, recent 
years as well as the current Ten
Year Plan, making this portfolio 
completely up to date. Contains pho
tos of 'Abdu'l-Baha and the Temple. 
Black and red printing on cream 
with spiral binder. size 8~ x II, 
complete with mailing envelope. 
Cover provides presentation space 
for name of recipient. One of our 
most dignified and attractive items. 
(See 1955 catalog, page 21.) 

Per cooy (price reduced) .... $ .35 
12 copies ................... $3.00 

Baha'i Glossary. By :Marzieh GaiL 
A glossary of Persian and Arabic 
words that appear in the Baha'i 
writings, with pronunciation clearly 
indicated and definitions of the 
meanings. This work is a necessity 
to every serious student of the Baha'i 
writings and will add much enlight
enment and enjoyment to the read
ing of The Dawn-Breakers J God 
Passes By, The Kitab-i-tqan, The 
Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, and 
others. 81,6 x 11 in., 60 pages, paper 
cover. 
Per copy ..................... $1.50 

Foundations of World Unity 
The much-loved selection of 

'Abdu'J-Baha's addresses and letters 
on the spiritual foundations of world 

unity is again available. This book 
is a "must" for public library pre
sentation as well as for personal 
Baha'i libraries, and an excellent 
beok to give to new contacts who 
ha ve had some previous attraction to 
the Teachings. The cloth copy is 
beautifully bound in natural linen 
stamped in blue-green; paper copy i~ 
tan. stamped in red, size 9% x 6. 

Bound in cloth .............. $2.00 
Bound in paper. (Price 

rem ains) .................. $1.1}0 
Available from 

BAHA'i PUBLISHING TRUST 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 

No Longer Available 

The Publishing Trust regrets that 
the book, Life Eterna!, listed in the 
1955 Literature Catalog is now out 
of stock, due to an unusually large 
demand at the recent Convention, 
and no further supply is anticipated. 
Please mark this item as "out of 
stock" on your catalogs. 

HOLY DAYS 
July 9, Martyrdom of the Bab 

FEASTS 
June 5-Nur, Light 
June 24--RaJ:lmat, Mercy 
July 13-Kalimat, Words 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
July 15, 16, 17 

BAHA'i HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

Visiting hours 
Weekdays and Saturdays: 

1:00 P.M.--4:30 P.M., 7:00 P.M.-
9:00 P.M. 
Sundays: 10:30 A.M.-9:00 P.M. 

(The entire building will be open.) 

Servi<e of Worship: Sunday at 3 :30 
P.M., lasting until 4 :15 (No guid· 
ed tours will be conducted during 
the program of worship.) 

JUNE, 1955 

"Glory be unto Thee~ 0 my God! 
Ver1ly, this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gathered under 
the shadow of Thy mercy and they 
are united through Thy favor and 
generosity. 0 Lord Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine for them every good. 
through Thy bounty and grace . .. " 

-BA..HA'u'LLAa 

Inglewood JUdicial District. California
Miss Karin A. Hogberg to Nr. Robert 
A. Leonard, March 26, 1955. 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa-Mrs. Dorothy Bech
tol to Mr. Graham Conroy. March 31, 
1955. 

Teaneck, New Jersey-Miss Joan Marie 
10as to Mr. Peter Nicholas Varellas 
April 9. 1955. 

Washington. D. C.-Mrs. Frances E. 
Powell to Mr. Benjamin F. Actie, 
April 1, 1955. 

Anchorage, Alaska-Miss Harriet K. 
Ha slett to Mr. Bernard Henry Guhrke, 
April 23, 1955. 

H Death protfereth unto every con
fident believer the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestoweth i"!! and is the 
bearer 01 gladness. It conlerreth the 
gift 01 everlasting life. II 

Mrs. Blanche Sealts 
Lima. Ohio 
April 5, 1955 

-BAHA'U'U.AH 

Mrs. Florence Tenny Campbell 
Portland, Oregon 
April 10, 1955 

Mr. Joe Borkenhagen 
Seattle, Wa shington 
April 14, 1955 

Mr. Samuel Green 
Staten Island. New York 
(date not reported) 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports. plans. news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies of 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'Z NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1954-1955: Mrs. Eunice Braun. 
Mrs. BeaU-ice Ashton, Miss Charlotte Linfoot. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported dIrectly to National Baha'f Office. 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette. Dlinois, U.S.A. 
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"PONDER ANEW 
FUll IMPLICATIONS 

- -~ ANU ESSEN .IAL REQOIREMENrs-
OF THEIR STEWARDSHIP OF THE 

CAUSE OF BAHA'U'LLAH" 

Message from the Guardian 

Impelled (at) this grave hour (in 
the) chequered history (of the) over 
century-old, world-encompassing, re
peatedly-persecuted yet undefeatable 
Faith, (to) summon (the) entire body 
(of the) valorous upholders (of) its 
institutions who. severally (and) col
lectively, stand pledged (to the) pros
ecution (of the) mightiest crusade 
launched since its inception, whether 
residing (in) homelands (or) over
seas, however repressive (the) re-
gimes under wbich they labor, (to) 
ponder anew (the) full implications 
(and) essential requirements (of) 
Iheir stewardship (of the) Cause (of) 
Baha 'utlliih. 

Entreat them (to) refuse (to) al
low any vicissitudes, present (or) 
future, (to) dampen (their) ardor 
(and) enthusiasm, impair (their) sol .. 
idarity, weaken (their) resolution, 
(or) deflect them (from their) high 
purpose. Unbowed (by) adversity, 
disdainful (of the) clamors, unde
terred (by the) machinations (of the) 
inveterate, artful, traditional ene
mies (who are) alarmed (by their) 
own declin.ing fortunes, contrasting 
(with the) evidence (of the) dynamic 
force, impelling power, rising pres
tige, indivisible unity, accumulating 
resources, multiplying institutions 
(and) inextinguishable spirit (of) 
God's infant Faith, it behovetb them 
(to) bend (their) energies, rise (to) 
bigher levels (of) consecration, vig
ilantly combat all forms (of) mis
representations, eradicate suspi-
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cions, dispel misgIvmgs, silence 
criticisms, through still more com
pelling demonstration (of) loyalty 
(to) their respective governments, 
win, maintain (and) strengthen (the) 
confidence --'-Qf __ tbe) civil authorities 
(in) their integrity (and) sincerity, 
reaffirm (the) universality (of the) 
aims (and) purposes (of the) Faith, 
proclaim (the) spiritual character 
(of) its fundamental principles, 
(and) assert the non-political char
acter (of) its administrative institu
tions. 

Appeal (to) members (of) com
munities untrammeled (by the) dis
abilities (and) shackles imposed (on 
their) less privileged brethren, par .. 
ticularly those established (in the) 
North American continent, recog
nized stronghold (of the) adminis
trative order (of the) Faith, (and) 
those residing (in the) British Com
monwealth (and) Empire, situated 
(io the) heart, (the) East (and) West 
(of the) African continent, scattered 
(throughout the) Antipodes (and) Pa
cific area, (to) arise promptly (and) 
accelerate (the) tempo (of their) ac
tivities, multiply exploits wbich will 
more than offset (the) transient set· 
backs which a steadily-advancing 
(and) as yet not fully-emancipated 
Faith may suffer. Theirs (is the) 
sublime opportunity so (to) act as 
(to) thorougbiy dishearten (and) con
found any schemes which envious, 
fanatical (and) embittered adver
saries, tottering (to) their fall, may 
devise. 

Share message (with) National As
semblies. 

-SHOGHI 

May 26, 1955 
COMMENTAfO!Y: NATIONA.L SPIRITUAL ASSEt/lBLY 

Beloved Friends: 
Our revered Guardian has sum

moned the Baha'is of East and West 
to arise in tulity for action in the 
grave situation produced by the Iran-
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ian government in banning Baha'i ac
tivities, seizing Baha!f properties in 
that land, and declaring the Faith 
illegal. 

His first message on that subject, 
dated May 16, has alr~ady been pub .. 
!ished. Shoghi Effendi directed us to 
make appeals to the authorities in 
fran and to join him in special fer
vent prayers for divine protection, 

His second message, May 23, con
tained instructions on how the Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies and the 
local communities and groups were 
to express their appeals. At this time 
of writing, 392 copies of appeals 
have been received by the National 
Assembly from localities in the 
United States, and 33 from areas 
under its supervision. The number 
increases daily, 

The Guardian's third message, 
May 25, outlined what to emphasize 
in a statement issued by the National 
Assembly to the press. Copies of this 
release were distributed by Baha'i 
Press Service, 

Now in the message cabled on 
May 26, published above, Shoghi Ef
fendi summons all Baha'is to "pon
der anew the full implications and 
essential requirements of their stew
ardship of the Cause of Baha'u'llah." 

Here. indeed, is the inspired ut
terance of the divinely appointed 
Head of the Faith who alone serves 
as the channel through which the 
Power of Bahil 'u'llilh flows to the 
Baha'i commWlity and to mankind. 
It is for us, in humility and rever
ence, to search our souls and make 
supreme effort to meet the chal
lenge of this fa teful hour. 

Let us read over and over again 
wha t the Guardian entreats us to do: 
refuse to allow vicissitudes to damp
en our ardor; remain unbowed by 
adversity, be disdainful of treacher
ous plots to divide and weaken the 
believers; bend our energies, rise to 
higher leve1s of consecration; com-
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bat all misrepresentations and eradi
cate suspicions through compelling 
demonstrations of loyalty to our re
spective governments; reaffirm the 
universality of the teachings; assert 
the non~political character of our ad
ministrative institutions. 

As for those Baha'is who live in 
'COuntries which afford freedom of 
action and opinion, they are to ac
celerate the tempo of their activi
ties, multiply exploits and thus more 
than offset the "transient setbacks" 
which the Faith may yet suffer. By 
their actions they can "dishearten 
and confound" any schemes devised 
by envious, fanatical enemies. 

The Victory is in sight, but step 
by step we must carry the banner 
to the top of the last mountain! 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL ASSEMBLY 

MOST REDOUBTABLE ADVERSARY 
OF 'ABDU'L-BAHA 

MISERABLY PERISHED 
Cable from the GuaTdian 

Announce (to) National Assem
blies (that) Majdiddin, (the) most 
redoubtable adversary (of) 'Abdu'l
Bah ... , denounced by Him (as tbe) 
incarnation (of) Satan (and who) 
played (a) predominant part (in) 
kindling (the) hostility (of) 'Abdu'l
Ha mid (and) Jamal P 1i,,\)Ii, (and who 
was the) chief instigator (of Cove
nant-breaking) (and) archbreaker 
(of) Baha'u'llah's Covenant, (and) 
who above sixty years labored 
(with) fiendish ingenuity (and) guile 
(to) underm me its foundations. mis
erably perished struck (with) paral
ysis affecting (his) limbs (and) 
tongue. Dispensation (of) Provi
dence prolonged (the) span (of his) 
infamous life (to a) hundred years, 
enabling him (to) witness (the) ex
tinction (of his) cherished hopes 
(and the) disintegration (with) dra
matic rapidity (of the) infernal crew 
he unceasingly incited (and) zealous
ly directed, (and the) triumphant 
progress (and) glorious termination 
(of) 'Abdu'l-Baha's thirty-year min
istry as well as evidences (of the) 
rise (and) establishment (in aU) 
continents (of the) globe (of the) 
administrative order, child (of the) 
divinely-appointed Covenant (and) 
harbinger (of the) world-encircling 
order. 

-SHOGIfi 

June 3, 1955 
COMMENTARY, NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Beloved Friends: 
As we ponder with grief the per

secutions inflicted upon the Baha'i 
Community of trim, evidence of the 
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THE GUARDIAN ON LETTERS 
TO GOVERNMENT HEADS 

For the information of the friends, the National Spiritual Assembly 
publishes an excerpt from a letter written On behalf of the Guardian to 
an individual believer a few months ago. This excerpt makes it clear 
that believers need approval by the Guardian of the text of any com
munication they may desire to send to an international personage: 

~'The Guardian also noted the open letter which you wrote to Presi
dent Eisenhower, Marshall BuIganin and Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill with regard to the Baha'i Peace Program. 

"The Guardian feels that any communications addressed to inter
national figures of this nature, particularly in connection with political 
proposals of anyone group, should not be written unless approved by 
him. He feels matters of this type so important that he does not wish 
such communications sent without his prior consideration and approval. 
It may lead to quite difficult and embarrassing situations, especially 
when the letters are made public ... " 

Together with this very definite direction, the National Assembly 
understands that contact with national figures is to be conducted only 
through the National Assembly. and contact with local officials through 
the Local Assembly. The type of contact meant is that which is made in 
the name of the Faith or for a Baha'i purpose. 

Almighty power which protects the 
Faith of Baha'u'lhlh comes to us in 
the foregoing Message from the 
Guardian. In mysterious but in
escapable manner those who strike 
wanton, cruel blows at the blessed 
Tree of Paradise are overtaken by 
the judgment of God. 

'Abdu'l-Baha's "most redoubtable 
adversary" has "miserably per
ished," after Providence allotted to 
him a life long enough to behold the 
ruin of his plots and the "triumphant 
progress" of the Faith and signs of 
the establishment of its administra
tive order around the world. This 
violator lived at Bahji, in the sec
tion owned by the faithless member 
of the family of Baha'u'Uah. 

A dark c10ud is bOIne away on the 
winds t and the light of the heavens 
shines with new glory upon the 
earth. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

BAHA'I INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY SUBMITS PROPOSALS 

FOR REVISION OF 
UNITED NATIONS CHARTER 

According to arrangements made 
when the United Nations Charter 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSI!MBLY 

was adopted, revisions were to be 
considered in 1955, ten years after 
the establishment of United Nations. 

Acting under the Guardian's ap
proval and direction, the twelve 
existing National Spiritual Assem
blies, functioning in relation to 
United Nations as the Baha'i Inter
national Community, have prepared 
a set of proposed revisions which 
have been submitted to the Secre
tary General of United Nations 
through the United Nations Com
mittee. 

The presentation consisted of a 
letter! with two annexes: Proposals. 
for Charter Revision, and Refer
ences to World Order in the Baha'i 
Writings. 

This international Baha'i docu
ment has been printed as a pam
phlet in two editions-a special edi
tion for United Nations delegates, 
and a general edition will be offered 
for sale by the Publishing Trust. 

The National Spiritual Assembly
commends this document for use as: 
teaching material by Assemblies~ 
Committees and individual believ
ers. It can be featured in connection 
with United Nations Day next Oc
tober, or presented under suitable
conditions to local organizations and 
key persons interested in world af
fairs. The intention of the revisions. 
is to transform the existing status 
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of United Nations into a world fed
eration, a principle endorsed .in the 
Baha'i teachings. 

The suggestions received from 
other National Spiritual Assemblies 
were studied, and the final text of 
the document prepared by the 
United States National Assembly, 
which represents all the National 
Spiritual Assemblies in relation to 
United Nations, and by the United 
Nations Committee. 

Information about the cost will be 
announced by the Baha'i Publishing 
Trust. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEl\oiBLY 

ATIENTION BAHA'I YOUTH 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
wishes to have a complete and up
to-date listing of all Baha'i youth 
members resident in the United 
States and with the armed forces 
abroad. Will each Local Spiritual As
sembly having youth members in its 
community send in the names, ad
dresses, and birth dates of these 
members even though this informa
tion may have been reported at some 
previous time. 

Baha'i youth members who are not 
resident in a Baha'i community 
should send this information them
selves by postal card directly to the 
National Baha'i Office. 536 Sheridan 
Road, Wilmette, Illinois. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEJl\.fBLY 

VOTING RIGHTS REMOVED 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has taken action to remove Mr. 
Charles William Smith and Mrs. 
Mina Belle Smith, from the Baha'i 
membership list. 

MUSA BANANI'S NEWSLETIER 

From the United States Africa 
Teaching Committee have come the 
following excerpts from Mr, Ba
nani's Newsletter of May 25, which 
is sent to all pioneers throughout 
Africa. 

HAs the sun set on April 21. 1955, 
on Africa 75 groups burst into As
semblies throughout the length and 
breadth of this Continent and its 
neighboring islands. This historic 

MONTHLY REPORT ON WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 
National Sah&'f Fund 

] 

Third Year 1955-1956 

As of June IS, 1955 

Where we are 
$38,000.00 

Where we should be 
$69,000.00 

Total Budget for Entire Year .. $550,000.00 
fAverage Monthly Requirements ..... $46,000.00) 

Monthly receipts to date: 
May 1-15 ...... $15,500.00 
May 15 to June 15 22,500.00 

Tot.1 ......... $38,000.00 
Accumulated deficit .s of June IS, 1955 

feat was made possible through the 
selfless efforts of the dear friends 
and the blessings from on high fa· 
cused upon them through the Center 
of God's Covenant, ... 

"There is now a total of 124 As
sem blies in Africa. Since the incep
tion of the African campaign over 
four years ago, more than one hun
dred new Assemblies have been 
formed .... The 124 Assemblies are 
established in 37 territories out 
of the total of 58 territories of the 
Mrican campaign. Of these 37, twen
ty were without a single Baha'i on 
the day of the inauguration of the 
Ten-Year Crusade. The new Assem
blies of RiQvan 1955 have been 
formed in 29 territories of the 37 
which now have Assemblies. 

liThe remaining 21 territories of 
the African Crusade have either 
groups, isolated believers, or are 
lacking at this time any pioneer or 
believer, owing to forced returns or 
other difficulties. Eight territories 
have groups, eight have isolated 

... $31,000.00 
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believers. and five have no be
lievers .... 

"As to the victories won during 
the past year, I feel no pen could 
possibly recount adequately or ex
haustively the innumerable sacrifices 
that the friends in all the 29 terri
tories where Assemblies were 
formed had to endure, the spiritual 
battles those dear friends had to 
fight, the obstacJes and problems 
they had to meet and overcome, and 
the thrill that was theirs as they 
saw the promised blessings and con
firmations of Baha'u'lla.h surround 
them, guide them, strengthen them, 
lead them to victory, and crown 
their noble endeavors with success." 

"MESSAGE TO THE INDIANS" 

A pamphlet is in the process of 
translation into the Iroquois and 
Blackfoot languages t under the aus
pices of the Canadian Indian Serv
ice Committee. It is entit1ed HA 
Message to the Indians. It The pam
phlet will also be printed in English. 
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In the June, 1955, issue of BAHA'i NEWS the National Spiritual Assembly has stated clearly the responsibility of the 
Baha'is of the United States for the achievement of their home front goal of 300 local Spiritual Assemblies by 1963. 
The Guardian has repeatedly pointed out that we must not delay, but must make a substantial gain in the number of 
new Assemblies each year, and he continues to appeal for the dispersion of the believers on an unprecedented 
scale. 

Dear friends, in striving for this particular home front goal the acts of dispersion and consolidation become one 
action in our unified effort to establish approximately 125 new Assemblies in less than eight years. The American 
National Teaching Committee appeals to all believers who anticipate moving to another locality to communicate 
as soon as possible with its secretary: Mrs. Jesma Herbert, 725 South Alvarado Street, Los Angeles 57, California, 
The latest information will be made available for guidance as to the places of greatest need and opportunity for addi
tional settlers. Through full consultation at every step, every effort can be made to count toward the achievement 
of our goals. 

-AMERICAN NATIONAL TEAC.HIN"G COMMITI'EE 

Jesrna Herbert, Secretary 

GOAL CITIES IN THE UNITED STATES FOR THE WORLD CRUSADE AT HOME 

As of June 15, 1955 

Consolidation Goals Virgin Goals Consolidation Goals Virgin Goals Consolidation Goals Virgin Goals 
(Having nosident Baha'Is) (No resident Baha'is) (Having resident Baha'is) <No resident Baha.'is) (Having resident BaM'is) (No resident Baha'is) 

NEW ENGLAND STATES PENNSYLVANIA TENNESSEE 
Altoona Allentown Chattanooga None 
Erie Chester 

CONNECTICUT Harrisburg GULF STATES Bridgeport New Britain Reading 
Hamden Wilkes-Barre LOUISIANA 

MAINE York Baton Rouge None 
Bangor Augusta 

CENTRAL ATLANTIC STATES 
Shreveport 

Lewiston TEXAS 

MASSACHUSETI'S DELAWARE Austin None 

Brookline Brockton Dover Galveston 

Ipswich F'alI River NORTH CAROLINA *Fort Worth 

Lynn Holyoke Charlotte None 
Malden Lowell Durham EAST CENTRAL STATES 
Newton New Bedford Raleigh 

INDIANA 
NEW HAMPSHIRE Winston-Salem 

East Chicago None 
Concord Nashua VIRGINIA 

Evansville Newport News Richmond 
Keene Gary 
Manchester Norfolk 

Hammond Roanoke 
RHODE ISLAND staunton Mlchigan City 

East Providence Cranston 
WEST VIRGINIA Terre Haute 

Pawtucket Woonsocket Huntington None MICHIGAN 

VERMONT"· 
Bay City None 

Brattleboro Burlington SOUTH ATLANTIC STATES 
Jackson 

Rutland "'Kalamazoo 

FLORIDA "'Niles 

Jacksonville None Pontiac 
NORTH ATLANTIC STATES "Miami Beach Port Huron 

st. Augustine Wyandotte 
OHIO 

NEW JERSEY Tampa Akron Lorain 
A tlan tic City Bayonne GEORGIA Canton Savannah 
Camden SOUTH CAROLINA"'''' 

Warren 
Clifton 

Charleston None Youngstown 
Elizabeth Columbia 
Paterson North Augusta CENTRAL STATES 
Trenton 

NEW YORK TENNESSEE VALLEY STATES ILLINOIS 

Albany Troy AUrora None 
Elmira ALABAMA Berwyn 

Ithaca Mobile None Cicero 

Mamaroneck Montgomery Decatur 

New Roc helle KENTUCKY East St, Louis 

Niagara Falls Lexington Covington Elgin 

Poughkeepsie MISSISSIPPI Glencoe 

Schenectady Gulfport None Joliet 

Utica Meridian Rockford 





Balli'. delega.tes a.nd vJsitors a.t the Fifth Annual Convention of tbe Baha'is of South 
America, held in La Paz, BoUvia, April 2'7-May z.. 

What About Me? 
Talk given at Area Teaching Con
ference, Temple Foundation Hall, 
June 11, 1955 

By Horace Holley 

All human action and thought
all our feelings-spring from the 
mysterious depths of our being. 

Most of us are unconscious of the 
nature and possibilities of this area 
of our self. We are conscious of what 
we say and do, and how we feel, 
but not why we act and talk and 
feel in particular ways. 

But since we are Baha'is we know 
that the divine Wisdom penetrates 
us on all levels of being, and em
braces not only what we know but 
also what we do not know about our
selves. That divine Wisdom is all
powerful. Its purpose acts upon us 
and within us at all times. As blind 
men we grope our way through a 
world of mystery, knowing only what 
we can actually touch with out
stretched hands. Having free will we 
seem able to deny, reject or alter 
any motivation arising from sources 
outside our knowledge and control. 

In general, our attitude toward the 
Wlconscious realm of being is either 
active, passive, or negative. What
ever that attitude may be, 1t pro
duces an eventual result in terms of 
the quality of our nature--a result 
which men call destiny-transcend
ing the definite goals which we from 
time to time choose and strive to 
attain. 

Somewhere in those mysterious 

depths of the unconscious lies our 
supreme endowment as human be~ 
ings--<::apacity to know, to love and 
to obey God, which is also capacity 
to reject and deny God. Always and 
ever, whether we realize it or not, 
we draw nearer to the divine Wis~ 
dam or we aTe turning away. The 
world can give us no sure test to 
determine which direction we are 
taking. This the individual must 
learn for himself. If we draw nearer, 
we receive inner grace from divine 
Wisdom; if we remain remote, we 
incur penalty for rejecting the 
bounty offered by our Creator. As 
a principle this is known to all 
Baha'is, whether or not we possess 
the more intimate understanding de
rived from conscious experience. 

When we contemplate the prom
ises of God, perhaps we are unable 
to draw near to them with assur
ance because of our sense of per
sonal limitation. But all human be
ings are equal in their dep endence 
upon God. People differ because 
some stand imprisoned within this 
sense of limitation while others rely 
upon the divine assurance and for~ 
get themselves. Has God failed to 
fulfill His creative power in us? Do 
we excuse ourselves by attributing 
the limitation to God? 

To our darkened realm of confu
sion and helplessness the Manifes
tation of God has brought the divine 
test, one which every man can apply 
to himself: the concentration of at
tention upon the Word of God. The 
Word of God is the expression of 
the divine Wisdom offered to every 
soul. The Word of God is the key 
\vhich opens the door to the inner 
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mysteries. In the Word lies the po-
tency of the supreme Will sustain
ing the universe. Through the Word, 
if we love and meditate upon it, the 
unconscious self is transformed from 
a jungle where the instinctive forces 
of the animal world have control to 
an illumined garden, the Paradise 
which God has ordained to be the 
world of the faithful soul. 

For all Baha'is who truly desire 
to serve the Faith of Baha'u'llah, 
these con.siderations corne first. We 
do not and cannot serve the Cause 
of God with the thoughts, feelings 
and actions of the natural man. The 
activities of the man of nature have 
corrupted and destroyed every re
vealed religion of the past. They 
made religion a mode of self-wor
ship, an arena in which the physical, 
mental and psychic powers could be 
fulfilled. Capacity to serve God is 
from the Word, for the Word trans .. 
forms man from detachment to the 
secret springs of instinct by connect
ing him with the life of the heaven
ly world. 

What we call limitation is only 
evil when we voluntarily limit our
selves in rejection of the grace con
cealed within the creative Word. The 
sense of limitation disappears when 
we contemplate with ardent hearts 
the infinite botUlties of the Kingdom. 
The endowment each of us has re
ceived from God is our perfection. 
It is from the Word, not from our
selves. The Word of God 'is an in
exhaustible fountain of joyous activ
i ty. Hewing wood and dr a:wing water 
for the sake of the Cause is an honor 
we could not exchange for the 
crowns of kings. 

Sometimes believers say that they 
are thwarted in their desire or abil
ity to draw near to the divine Wis~ 
dom because they are prevented or 
discouraged by other believers. 
Someone else, not ourself, deprives 
us of the spiritual bounties. Baha
'u'llah has given us the divine as
surance that no one stands between 
us and God. As long as we attribute 
blame to another we are employing 
a perverted self-esteem to deny that 
God has created us and surrounds 
us with His love. The first step on 
the path of attainment is to love 
the Word of God-the expression of 
His love for man. Firmness of faith 
must be attained, lest we allow our
selves to divert us from the path. 

If the first step is devotion to the 
Word of God, each for himself, with 
no substitute for the Word in minis-
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ter. priest or Baha'i teacher. the 
second step is the establishment of 
a true relationship with others. No 
man acquires true self-respect until 
he loves the Word of God; and no 
man can truly respect others until 
he has attained respect for the di
vine creation within himself. As the 
Teachings state, we do not know 
ourselves until we have knowledge 
of God. 

Sometimes we hear of aBaba 'j 
community subjected to confusion, 
unhappiness, frustration. The mem~ 
bers seem to act negatively one upon 
another. Be sure that the indi vid
uals so deprived of the glory of uni
fied achievement and mutual par
ticipation in the Feast which the 
Revelation has offered are suffering 
from personal failure to become 
steadfast in the Word. The founda
tion of mutual respect has not been 
laid. 

In these conditions, some thought 
might well be directed to a practice 
which contributes to the confusion 
and makes it more and more diffi
cult for the sincere believer to real
ize the potency of the creative Word. 

This practice consists of the habit 
of projecting disturbed feelings upon 
others instead of resolving them in 
meditation and prayer. The dis
turbed personality seeks release 
from the burden by throwing it upon 
others I but instead of getting rid of 
the burden this practice burdens 
others, until many are made de
spondent and confused. Suspicions, 
fears, angers. resentments, jeal
ousies, contempt-all the forms of 
emotional disturbance-are multi
plied as they are communicated 
back and forth within the group. 
Thus the Faith becomes obscured, 
the path to Paradise is darkened, 
and capacity for peace and coopera
tion is betrayed and turned into con
flict and division. 

Until spiritual self-respect is won, 
human beings cannot distinguish be
tween benefiting others and exploit
ing them. In the jungle of nature all 
are either tyrants or slaves. None 
can possess radiance; none can 
achieve the purpose of his creation. 
Let us fear that jungle, for it is the 
place of plUlishment for those who 
fail in love for God. 
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To serve the World Crusade, con
secrated individual Baha'is are need
ed. The challenge sounds from the 
ends of the earth that we leave our 
homes to plant the banner of Baha
'u'llah upon some distant hill. 

But this is not all. The Faith of 
Baha'u'llah also requires a lUlified 
world community composed of many 
Wlified national and local commu
nities, all centered in harmony upon 
the redemption of mankind and the 
establishment of a new world order. 
The community of the Greatest 
Name can only unify behevers-souls 
which, in their varying degrees, are 
become a mirror reflecting the light 
of the Word-and its pillars are con
sultation and kindness, those germi
nating powers which evoke new and 
nobler attributes within mankind. 

Therefore it can be said: First, 
continuous individual devotion to the 
creative Word; second, continuous 
regard for that unity which is God's 
special and wondrous bl es sing for 
this age. Out of these two conditions 
will spring those particular services 
to the Cause which can fulfill the 
tasks of the Ten-Year Plan. 

Baha'i Summer Schoo], Karachi. Pakistan, November, 1954 



8 

CANADA 
Convention and Election 

The Eighth National Convention of 
the Baha'is of Canada was held in 
Toronto at the King Edward Hotel, 
April 28-May 1. All delegates were 
present. 

The Ri<;!van Feast, held April 29, 
was attended by about 75 BaM'is 
and their friends. 

At the public congress on April 
30, attended by over 300 persons, a 
panel of four speakers dealt with 
the subject "The World Around Us." 
Mr. Allan Raynor was chairman, and 
the panel members were Mrs. Au
drey Westheuser, secretary of the 
National Spiritual Assembly, Miss 
Elizabeth Manser, Mr. F. St. George 
Spendlove, and Mr. Rowland Estall, 
member of the auxiliary Board. 
They spoke from four points of view 
-that of housewife, student, histo~ 
rian and businessman. A lively ques· 
tion period followed the talks. 

Election of members of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Canada resulted as fol
lows: 

Rowland Estall 
Peggy Ross 
Audrey Westheuser 
Angus Cowan 
Lloyd Gardner 
Winnifred Harvey 
Albert Rakovsky 
Allan Raynor 
Don MacLaren 

Canadian Baha'f Schools 
Summer sessions at the various 

Baha'i Schools in Canada have been 
announced: 

Maritime Provinces-July 24-31, at 
Pugwash. Teachers: Mrs. 01a Paw
lowska (pioneer on St. Pierre) and 
Glen Eyeford. 

Laurentian-July 1-10, August 7-14, 
at Beaulac. Teachers (July), Ross 
Woodman, (August) Mrs. Curtis Kel
sey and Ron N a blo. 

Ontario-July 3O-August 6, at Ge
neva Park. Teachers: Mrs. Mildred 
Mottahedeh and Ron Nabla. 

Western-August 21-27, Valley Cen
ter, Fort Qu'Appelle, Saskatchewan, 
Alberta Teaching Committee in 
charge. 

Rates for the national Baha'i 
School at Beaulac were given in 
BAHA'i NEWS (U.S.), May, 1955. 

JU~Y, 1955 

National SpirituaJ Assembly of the Bahi!is of Canada~ elec1ed 
April, 1955. 
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GERMANY 

New Assembly in Cologne 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

of the Baha'is of Germany and Aus
tria reports in its Baha'i Nachrich
ten the establishment of a new Spir
itual Assembly, in Cologne. This 
raises the number of local spiritual 
assemblies in Germany and Austria 
to twenty-two, an increase of four 
over the previous year, three former 
Assemblies having been re-estab
lished. 

Baha', Schools 
The dates announced for the Baha'i 

Schools in Germany this summer 
are: 

Esslingen, August 21-27 
Frankfurt, September 11-17 
Youth Week, August 6-13, at Ann

weiler in the Pfalz (Bavaria). 

INDIA 
Hand of Cause Visits India 

The Baha'i News Bulletin of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of India, PakisHm and Bur
ma reports that Mr. Dhikrullah Kha
clem, Hand of the Cause, visited In
dia in January at the request of the 
Guardian. 

More Assemblies Incorporated 
Incorporation of the following Lo

cal Spiritual Assemblies is reported 
by the same National Assembly: 
Kuching (Sarawak), Singapore (Ma
lay), Jakarta (Indonesia). 

ITALY - SWITZERLAND 
Italo-Swiss Baha', School 

The Italo-Swiss National Spiritual 
Assembly annOWlces that the second 
Halo-Swiss joint Baha'i School will 
be held for the second consecutive 
summer at beautiful Bex-Ies-Bains. 
Switzerland, September 9-16. 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Baha'! Convention Held in La Paz 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

of the Baha'is of South America has 
sent a report of its Fifth Annual 
Baha'i Convention, held in the heart 
of the Andes in the world's highest 
capital city, La Paz, Bolivia, April 
27-May 2: 

Opening with a joyous RiQ.v€m 
Feast, delegates from every South 
American country with visiting 
friends from such great distances as 
PWlta Arenas, Chile; the Juan Fer
nandez Island pioneers; North 
American settlers; the representa
tive for the National Spiritual As
sembly of the United States and its 
Western Hemisphere Teaching Com
mittee, Nura Mobine, gathered to
;!tether in an indescribable atmos
phere of Baha'i oneness. 

All pa rticipated in a series of 
study classes preceding the Conven
tion on "Advent of Divine Justice;" 
"The Promised Day Is Come;" CjIn_ 
dians of South America; U "Sacri
fice," preparing the hearts and 
minds for the impact of the Guard
ian's stirring call to action in the 
Convention message and for active 
participation in the weighty delib
erations of the Convention 1ater. 

Complete harmony prevailed Has 
one soul .in many bodies" as definite 
recommendations were made and 
steps taken to further the goals of 
Indian teaching; to make a prelim
inary survey of costs and sites of 
the Ha#ratu'I~Quds to be secured in 
capital cities this coming year; to 
consider the groups which may at
tain Local Spiritual Assemb1y status 
this coming year in order to partici
pate in the historic Conventions to 
be held in Ri<;lvim, 1957, forming two 
Regional National Spiritual Assem
blies in South America. 

"Dispersal, dispersal, dispersal" 
was this year's Convention theme 
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National Spiritua.l Assembly of the Bah3.'is of South America.. 
ejected April, 1955 
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which fired volunteers to offer their 
services as pioneers among the In
dians and in virgin cities, including 
a 17 year old youth for Indian teach
ing. This news was cabled to the 
beloved Guardian giving the roll of 
names. 

Highlights of the Coz:vention in
cluded the Guardian's additional oral 
message to South America ex
pressed to Nura Mobine during her 
pilgrimage in Haifa; the intrepid 
courageous pioneering story leading 
to the formation of the first island 
goal Local Spiritual Assembly this 
year in Juan Fernandez (Robinson 
Crusoe) Island; a picnic lunch on 
the grounds of the house which 
might be the future Bolivian 
Haziratu'l-Quds, with its flowering 
ter~aces under the shadow of the 
majestic Andes; the unanimous ex
pression of gratitude to the United 
States for the flow of pioneers to 
South America and that further co
workers will be welcomed with open 
arms dur.ing the forthcoming year. 

Above all, the desire to serve the 
Guardian and follow his directives 
was reflected in the flow of confir
mations realized during the Conven
tion period. Collectively, the South 
American friends pledged them
selves in renewed dedication to re
doubled teaching efforts and devo
tion to the full pro gr am of the 
Global Crusade. 

In response to the cable sent by 
the Convention, the Guardian has 
sent the following reply: 

"Deeply appreciate message. De
lighted splendid initiative dedication 
valiant friends, Urge delegates rouse 
all communities exert utmost last 
year second phase plan for multi
plication of centers and assemblies, 
consolidation allotted newly opened 
territories, translation Indian lan
guages, establishment publishing," 

-ELLEN SIMS 

AMERICAN INDIAN 
SERVICE COMMITTEE 

The second and concluding year 
of the Ten-Year Crusade's important 
second phase must bring a more 
widespread, a more consecrated, a 
more sustained effort on the part of 
many more of the friends to reach 
the hearts of the American Indians 
with the Message of Baha'u'llith. As 
we study the words of 'Abdu'I~Baha 
we become aware of the love that 
He had for the original Americans 
and the happier future promised 
them when they became illumined 
by the Faith of God for this day. 

To believe--to love-to understand 
-to serve-to teach are the steps 
in accomplishing this sacred task, 
irrevocably ours. We need to make 
a beginning and there is no other 
ti me than now, 

We urge you to write us of the 
start you have made, your accom
plishments, your problems and your 
suggestions, Ask for such aids as 
the Sup:p~ement with its special mes· 
sage, and the introductory bookIet 
A New Day Comes (a compilation 
from the Writings for use in teach
ing), both of which may be had 
from the American Indian Service 
Committee without cost, on request. 
Copies of the Teaching Brochure at 
50 cents may stil! be obtained. 

News of further contacts and con
firmations are essential to mark the 
progress the Guardian awaits. This 
all begins with word from you, 

American Indian Service Commit-
tee 

Mrs. Nancy Phillips. Secy. 
736 Encanto Drive, S.E. 
Phoenix, Arizona 
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TEMERITY SUMMER SESSION 
Temerity Baha'i School summer 

classes will begin on July 9 and run 
through August 7. The following 
courses are planned (subject to 
change): 
July 9-15 

World Order Letters and Crusade 
Compilation on the Bab's Writings 
The Baha'i Life 

July 16-22 
World Order Letters and Crusade 
Prayer in Action 
Comparative Religion 

July 23-29 
World Order Letters and Crusade 
Living in Two Worlds 
The Epistle to the Son oj the Wolf 

July 3D-August 5 
World Order Letters and Crusade 
How to Teach the Baha'i Faith 
Survey of Glean;:ngs 

Two week-end classes are planned 
that will be of especial interest to 
Baha'is living in or near the Rocky 
Mountain area: 

First week·end July 16·17 
Second week-end, August 6~7 
Classes in pubJic speaking will also 

be held. Serving as program direc
tor will be Miss Cora Edge, For 
reservations, write to Mrs. Gladys 
Roberts. 915 North Hancock Ave., 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. Room 
and board is $35 per week. 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
The press and such magazines as 

Time and Newsweek have broadcast 
the news of the tragic events trans
piring in fran. The press releases 
prepared by the National Spiritual 
Assembly on this subject will, it is 
hoped, with the assistance of local 
representatives, secure even greater 
recognition. It is not yet the time 
to present any detailed report on this 
publicity event. 

On page 6 of the March, 1955, is
sue of Contacts, published by the 
Fraternal Society of the American 
Association of Passenger Traffic Of
ficers, an article was p;tblished en
titled In Holy Land WhiCh featured 
an illustration of the Shrine of the 
Bab and a photograph of Mr. Leroy 
loas, Hand of the Cause and Secre
tary General, Baha'i International 
Council at Haifa, 

A very interes ting reference to the 
Faith is contained in The Religions 
of Mankind, by Edmund Davison 
Soper, published by Abingdon-Cokes
bury Press, 1938. Unfortunately, 
though the author finds something 
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to admire, he attributes political ac
tivity to the Bah and connects the 
Faith with Shiite Islam. 

From believers in Japan we have 
a clipping of a long newspaper ar
ticle which appeared in The Mai
nichi, May 13, 1955. Headed "Japan 
Suited for Spread of Baha'i World 
Faith," the staff writer uses the 
fireside meeting conducted by Dr. 
and Mrs. David Earl to present a 
very favorable account of the teach
ings and Baha'i activities in Japan. 
The fireside group was photographed 
to accompany this article. 

Revista Pan-America, published in 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras, devotes a 
page and a half in its March, 1955, 
issue to an article on the comple
tion of the Shrine of the Bab and 
the visit paid to the Guardian by the 
President of Israel. The Shrine is 
illustrated. 

Saturday Review, New York, has 
an occasional department on travel. 
In the May 14, 1955, issue, Horace 
Sutton describes a journey in Israel. 
"I saw the last of Israel from the 
deck of the sleek American liner 
Independence. In front of me all 
Haifa grew up the hillside. There 
was the Baha'i Temple (Le., Shrine 
of the Bab), the shiny dome built by 
the cult which accepts all prophets, 
teaches love, peace, and tolerance, 
and glories in the beauty of flow· 
ers ... " 

Europa-The Encyclopedia of Eu
TDpe~ which has sections on Inter· 
national Organizations carries a sec
tion on the International Baha'i Bu
reau, presented in detail, with a 
statement on the Faith. 

The printed program presenting 
the Twenty-Sixth Annual Meeting of 
the National Council of State Gar
den Clubs, May 22-27, 1955, held in 
Chicago, included a visit to the 
Baha'i Temple Gardens as one of 
its programmed events. The Gar
dens are described, and the Temple 
referred to as "breath.taking in its 
profoundly inspiring beauty." 

The Christian Century, June 8, 
deals editorially with the subject of 
the persecution in iran. The editor 
faces the problem squarely. "This 
(Shiite Islam) is now giving a dem
onstration of the wayan established 
religion always tends to behave, 
when it thinks it can safely do so, 
against nonconformity ... Of course, 
persecution is no new expression for 

the Baha 'ists; it seems to be, as 
the New Testament suggests, a 
touchstone of the vigor of any new 
religion .... Meanwhile, the expan
sion of Baha'ism will not suffer. Its 
message of a universal brotherhood 
based on a continuing revelation and 
pointing toward a future tUliversal 
government appeals to many con
temporary minds ..... 

Dr. Paul Hutchinson, Editor, was 
a guest speaker on our Jubilee pro
gram of public meetings. 

CENTRAL STATES AREA 
TEACHING CONFERENCE 

Attendance at the Central States 
Area Teaching Conference in Tem~ 
pIe Foundation Hall on June 11 was 
small, but interest and dis.cussion 
were excellent. 

The review of the Guardian's let
ter to the Annual Convention brought 
out the fact that in the Guardian's 
reference to the perilous condition 
r-f this time, we were forewarned of 
the new persecutions unleashed 
against the believers of Persia a 
few weeks later. The world-wide 
publicity given to this attack by 
pres s and radio has brought the 
Faith to the attention of millions of 
people, thus providing us with a vast 
new field of teaching opportunities. 

Among the points brought out dur
ing consultation on the responsibility 
of the individual in the home front 
teaching campaign were these: the 
need for re-orientation to the Cause 
through study of the Creative Word; 
the importance of eliminating all un· 
necessary activities in order to find 
time to teach; the necessity of work
ing with new believers until they 
are well-grounded and prepared to 
make sacrifices for the Faith, and 
to aid them in gaining enthusiasm 
and experience by putting them to 
work on worth-while activities in the 
community; and above all, the ne
cessity for each one to make him
self a pure channel for the promo
tion of the Faith. 

Following a survey on the status 
of the teaching goals for the area, 
an appeal was made for settlers to 
strengthen a number of small com
munities, as well as to develop Lo
cal Spiritual Assemblies in the goal 
cities. It was pointed out that if one 
cannot go out to pioneer one can 
teach where he is and bring in new 
believers who may be able to do 
this service in our stead. 

JULY, ass 

BAHA'I ON THE AIR 
In Anchorage, Alaska, excellent 

publicity was given over the three 
radio stations KEN!, KFQD and 
KBYR to the Baha'i National Con
vention Press Service release. This 
was presented as news of local in
terest, tieing it in with mention of 
the two Alaska delegates who at
tended the Convention. 

Station KGDM, Stockton, Califor
nia, broadcast results of the election 
of the first Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of stockton, including also 
mention of the fact that one of their 
members was a delegate to the 
Baha'i National Convention in Wil
mette. 

Free radio annotUlcements were 
arranged by the Bah-a'is of Flint, 
Michigan, over seven stations, in 
connection with their commemora
tion of the Declaration of the Bah. 

Baha'is of Butte, Montana, re
cently experienced an interesting ex
ample of what it means to "be un
restrained as the wind" while carry
ing the Message. A free half-hour TV 
interview broadcast resulted unex
pectedly when a ten-minute inter
view had been planned. Mrs. Helen 
Wilks, secretary of the Northwest
ern States Area Teaching Commit
tee, visiting in Butte, was to be 
interviewed by the woman's TV pro
gram director on station KXLF-TV. 
However. shortly before the program 
was to begin, the Jewish consul gen
eral for eleven Western states, for
merJy an official of the Israeli 
government, and a rabbi of Butte 
arrived at the studio. Visiting in 
Butte also, with Mrs. Wilks, was 
Mrs. Elizabeth Johnson, secretary 
of the Tacoma, Washington, Baha'f 
Assembly, who had in 1954 made the 
pilgrimage to Haifa. In Jess time 
than it takes to tell, a joint interview 
was arranged with five partici
pants~the program director, the two 
Jewish gentlemen and the two 
Baha'is.. The interview developed 
with the greatest friendliness, the 
former Israeli official speaking with 
much appreciation of the beauty of 
the Shrine of the Bab and the Baha'f 
gardens on Mt. Carmel, Mrs. Wilks 
telling of her professional work with 
delinquent children, the rabbi speak
ing of his Jewish relief work, and 
Mrs. Johnson concerning her visit to 
Israel and the Baha'i World Center. 

Two Baha'i pioneers working in 
\Varren, Ohio, a goal city, were in
terviewed on the radio as direct re
sult of a local news broadcast con-
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cerning the persecution of the 
Baha'is in Persia. It happened be
cause one of the Baha'i pioneers tele
phoned the radio news editor, whom 
she had met, to tell him his accurate 
reporting of the affair was appre
ciated. This resulted in an invitation 
to be interviewed about the Faith on 
the radio station's regular Friday 
evening interview program. The 
news editor mentioned that he felt 
the interview was one of his most in
teresting and he was saving the tape 
recording of it to use as an audition 
later. 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
The new Baha'i goal community 

of Stockton, CalifOrnia, prepared it
self for its first annual election on 
April 20 by preceding it with two 
classes in Baha'i Administration, on 
April 1 and 15. At the first session 
the spiritual aspects of Baha', elec
tions were discussed. For the sec
ond session twenty True or False 
statements were prepared, based on 
Baha'i Community. Each Baha'i 
graded himself on his answers. The 
Stockton Baha'i Bulletin reports a 
100 per cent attendance, with lively 
discussion, at these meetings. 

Waterloo, Iowa, reports unusual 
teaching opportunities have come in 
recent months. These included a re
quest from the Wesley FOWldation 
(Methodist) at Iowa State Teacher's 
College in Cedar Falls, Iowa, for a 
Baha'i speaker at their regular Sun
day evening meeting. A study of 
comparative religions had been in 
progress and they wished a presen
tation of the Baha'j Faith. Some 70 
to 80 students attended the meeting 
and great interest was shown. Sev
eral of the students also attended a 
Baha'i public lecture in Waterloo two 
weeks later. 

The Local Spiritual Assembly of 
Teaneck, New Jersey has adopted 
a simple form for each -Baha'i in 
the community to sign, informing 
survivors after his or her death that 
a Baha'i funeral is requested. 

One copy of the form will be kept 
on file by the local assembly and 
another is given to the individua1. 
It is anticipated that this will assure 
the members of a proper Baha'i 
funeral in such cases where the will 
is not opened in time or where non
Baha'i relatives take charge and 
plan a funeral according to some 
faith other than the Baha'i. 

Alaska's two delegates to the Na
tional Baha'i Convention reported on 

the Convention to B aha' is gathered 
in Spenard and in Anchorage Re
cording District. 

A state conference was arranged 
by the Baha'is of Montana at Mis
soula, attended by Baha'is from 
Butte, Great Falls and Helena. Mrs. 
Elizabeth Johnson of Tacoma, Wash· 
ington, and Mrs. Helen Wilks of Se· 
attle, reported on the National Con
vention. Plans were evolved for 
state-wide teaching activities in 
Montana. 

The North Central States Area 
Teaching Committee arranged a con
ference at Sioux Falls, South Da
kota, on May 7-8, attended by be .. 
lievers from Nebraska and North 
and South Dakota, for the purpose of 
hearing National Convention reports. 
Consultation and open discussion 
was held after each paragraph of 
the Guardian's Mess age, and after 
each one-day Convention report. The 
next area conference was arranged 
to be held in Rapid City, South Da
kota, the week-end of July 4. 

World Order Magazine Kits 
World Order Magazine, published 

from April 1935 to March 1949 con
tains a rich source of rna teria! for 
giving Baha'i talks, conducting fire
sides, and for personal inspiration 
and enlightenment. Many contain ar
ticles once available in pamphlet 
form, now out of print, but still in 
demand. Featured this month are 
two special "kits" l containing items 
of particular interest and value. 

World Order Magazine Kit No. 1 
(August, October, November, 1948; 
January, February, March, 1949). 
Five of the above issues contain the 
full compilation by Horace Holley 
entitled What Modern Man Must 
Know About Religion, formerly 
available in mimeograph form, con
cerned with the "spiritual recon
struction of the human personality" 
through true religious education. 
(Study Outline on What Modern Man 
Must Know About Religion is still 
available at $.10 each. See literature 
catalog.) Other issue contains article 
PTOO/S Of the Manifestations Of God 
by E. and P. Bartley, an answer to 
a question frequently asked of 
Baha'is. 

UTorld Order Magazine Kit No. 2 
(April, 1936; April, July, November, 
1937; January, March, 1940). In ad
dition to many other splendid arti-
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c1es, these six issues contain the 
following: The LaooTatory of Life 
by Louise Boyle, formerly sold in 
pamphlet form; The Reality of 
Christ by Maye Harvey Gift con
cerning the "Christ Whom the 
Baha'is revere"; Soul. Mind and Spir
it by Elsa Blakeley dealing with the 
four-dimensional nature of man; 
The Manifestation by Albert Entz
minger, once available as a pam. 
phlet, explaining the nature of the 
Manifestation and His relation to 
God and man; Universal Love: Its 
Goveq-ning Principle by Mamie L. 
Seto and how to make it work in 
our lives and the lives of others; 
Spiritual Perspective: Psychology 
Applied to Religious Teaching by 
Marie Kershaw, a valuable study on 
relating the Teachings to each in
dividual's needs and focal point of 
interest, and gradually building 
bridges of understanding until he has 
the capacity to encompass the full 
message of the Baha'i Faith. 

All issues of these magazines reg
ularly sell at $.20 each, plus postage. 
These special kits of six issues each 
will be available for a limited time 
at $1.00 each postpaid. 

Tomorrow and Tomorrow, By Stan
wood Cobb. A special clothbound edi
tion has been prepared to meet the 
many requests for an edition that 
can be placed in libraries. It is hoped 
that the response will be wide 
enough to warrant its production. 
Bound in grey buckram, stamped in 
red, this is an attractive volume for 
library presentation, for display pur
poses, or for a permanent edition in 
community and personal libraries. 
One of our best books for introducing 
the principles of the Faith from the 
viewpoint of a practical plan for 
world progress. 
Per copy (clothbound) ......... $2.00 

A vailable from 
BAHA'i PUBLISHING TRUST 

110 Linden A venue 
Wilmette, illinois 

CORRECTION 
On page 3 of The BaM'i Glossary 

there are two misplaced accent 
marks. Please delete accents on 
letter Hi" and on letter HU" on first 
line (use white ink) and add accent 
to letter "in and letter "u" on sec
ond line. Copies currently going out 
(after June 20) will have this cor
rection already made. Baha'i li
brarians should make this correction 
in copies still in stock. 
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DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS 
AT HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Baha'i House of Worship at 
Wilmette, Illinois, is dedicated to the 
Unity of God, the Unity of His 
Prophets, the Unity of Mankind. In 
this spirit, public worship is con
ducted each Sunday at 3 :30 P.M. in 
the auditorium. Readers at these de
votional programs include Baha'is 
and guests, Choral selections are by 
the BaM'! House of Worship A Cap
ella Choir. 

The programs for the month of 
June follow: 

Order of Devotions-June 5, 1955 
All pra.ise, 0 my God, be to Thee Who art 

the Source of all glory a7Ld majesty and honor. 
oj sove'P'eignty and dominion, oj loftiness and 
G"f'dCe, oj awe and powe,. .. _ Of aH who aTe 
'in heaven and on earth. none can withstand 
the operation of Thy .!IOVeTeign WiU. From aU 
eternity Thou didst nde the entire creatLon, 
and Thou wile continue !or e'tleTmoT'"e to exeJ'· 
C'~e Thy dominion over all created things. 

-Baha'u'llAh 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Let AU the Nations Praise" the LDrd-VQlck

mar Leiaring 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayers and Meditations, LIX, p. 94 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Psalm 96 
NEW TESTAMENT 

Matthew 4:10; John 4;23 
QUR'AN 

Sura XXIV, 36-38; 41-42; Sura I 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Praise Ye the Name 01 the Lord-Nikolai 
Tcherepnin 

BARA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers and Meditations, pp. 271-272; LXXV, 

p. 123; Gleanings, pp_ 60-61 
Prayers and Meditations, CLIII, p. 24S 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Now We Sing Thy Praue-Tschesnokoff 

Order of Devotions-June 12, 1955 
The Wo-rd 01 God is" like unto a tree; its 

planting ground must be the h.euTts 01 people. 
-Baha'u'll.ah 

CHORAL SELECTION o Light Divine/-Alexander Archangelsky 
BAHA'r SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayers and Meditations, IV, p. 6 
Gleanings, p. 97; cr, p_ 2.06; XCIX, p. 200 

OLD TESTAMENT 
PsaJm 19 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Jobn 1:1-5: 14:1-17 

CHORAL SELECTION 
The Lewd's My SJ~epherd-arr. G<u-don Jacob 

QUR'AN 
Sura III: 25-29 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, p. 186, pp. 303-304, 294-29.5, 296-297 
Prayen; and Meditations, LII, p. 75 

CHORAL SELECTION 
In Solemn Silence-Ippolitof Ivano.f 

Order of Devotions-June 19, 1955 
No man shatz attain the shores oj the ocean 
of true understanding except he be detached 
from aU that is in fleaven and on earth. 
Sanctify YOUT' soulS", 0 ye peoples of the wor1d, 
that h.aply ye may att.ain that station 'Nhkh 
God hath destined fOT you. 

-BaM'u'llah 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Hear My Cry, 0 God-Alexander Kopyloff 
BARA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

BaM.'i Prayers, p. 44 
The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude), 

p_ 69, p. 76, po 145-146 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Proverbs 3;1-5, 13·15 
NEW TESTAMENT 

James 1:5-8: 1 Corinthians 2:9-15 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Grieve Not tfle Holy Spirit-John Stainer 
QUR'AN 

Sura ~:73; ~~ 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Gleanings, pp_ 259-260: The Kitab-i-Iqan 
(The Book of Certitude), pp. 3.01 

Prayers and Meditations LXXll, p. 118 
CHORAL SELECTION 

From the Sweet-Scented Streams (prayer' 
of Bah.i'ul.Iah}-Charles Wolcott 

Order of devotions-June 26, 1955 
The light of men is Justice. Quench it not 

with the contrary winds of oppress~on and 
tyranny_ The purpose of justice is the appear
ance of unity among men. 

-BaM. 'u'lIiih 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Arise, 0 God, and ShOT» Thy Might-Haydn 
M_ Morgan 

BAHA'r SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers and Meditations. CLXIX, p_ 261 

HINDU SCRIPTURES (The Ordinances of 
Manu) 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Isaiah 59:1, 2, 10, 11, 14-21 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Matthew 7:7-12; Luke 16:10 

QUR'AN 
SUra XVI: 92, 93.; Sura VI: 15.3, 15~ 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Judge Me, 0 God-Felix Mendelssohn Bar

tholdy 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

The Hidd~n Words of Bah;:i'u'IIah, From me 
Arabic, No_ 2 

The Advent of Divine .rustice, p, 23 
Gleanings, pp_ .2(I4-2D5 
Gleanings, pp. :3'42-343; CXII, p, 213; XII, 

p. 17 
Pra.yers and Meditations, CLXVI, p. 259 

CHORAL SELECI'lON 
o Th.r:ru, by Whose Name (Prayer of Bah8'

U'lIah)---Charles Wolcott 

HOLY DAYS 
July 9-Martyrdom of the B a b 

FEASTS 
July 13-Kalimat, Words 
August I-Kamal, Perfection 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
July 15, 16, 17 
September 2, 3, 4, 5 

JULY, 1955 

"Glory be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gathered under 
the shadow of Thy mercy and they 
are united through Thy favor and 
generosity. 0 Lord! Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine for them eveTY good 
through Thy bounty and grace. , .H 

-BAHA.'U'LLAu 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin - Mrs, Marian 

Korbel' to Mr. Louis Gravet, May 14-, 
1955. 

San Diego, California-Mrs_ Vale R. Carl
son to Mr. Eldred M. Vaughn, April 3D, 
1955. 

"Death pf'ojJereth unto every con
fident believer the cup that i. life 
indeed. It bestoweth joy, and is the 
bearer of gladness. It conieTreth the 
gift of everlasting life." 

Mrs. Margaret Luberger 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

May 9, 1955 

-BAliA'u'WH 

Mr. Ellwood B. Revell 
Clifton Heights, Pennsylvania 

May 12, 1955 
Mrs. Xorol R_ Oliver 
Evanston, Illinois 

May 21. 1955 
Mr. Thomas patrick 
Washington, D.C. 

(date not reported) 
Mrs, Ruth Brown 
Chicago. Illinois 

March 23. 1955 
Mrs. Marguerite Welti Martin 
Ormond Beach. Florida 

May 2, 1955 
Mrs_ Marie Kuhlman 
Alhambra, CaJifornia 

May 2, 1955 
Miss Julia Goldman 
New York City. New York 

June 1, 1955 
Mr. Frank Schultz: 
St. Louis, Missouri 

May 22, 1955 
Mr. Fred Armstrong Letchah 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

(d ate not reported) 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 01 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette (In the first day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1955-56: Mrs. Eunice Braun, 
Mrs. Beatrice Ashton, Miss Charlotte Linfoot. 
Editorial Offict'!: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U,S.A, 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, lliinois, U_S.A. 
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WORLD CRUSADE WITHIN 
THE UNITED STATES 
Beloved Friends: 

The statement by the American 
National Teaching Committee, and 
the fut of Goal Cities, published in 
July BAHA'i NEWS was not prepared 
as a temporary item of news. It 
supplies the foundation on which we 
are to build our teaching efforts un
til, by 1963, at least 300 local Spirit
ual Assemblies e::rist in this COWltry. 

Therefore the plan is to be kept in 
mind and given constant attention by 
local Assemblies and individual 
Baha'is able and eager to serve this 
basic goal of the World Crusade. 

The Goal Cities, divided into Con· 
solidation and Virgin Goals, provide 
a wide selection of posts for every 
prospective pioneer. Whatever your 
profes sion, art, industrial or business 
training, among the Goal Cities you 
can find one at least which in cli
mate. size and job opportunities, is 
well adapted to your personal and 
family needs. 

While settJement in any Goal City 
is helpful, the most effective ap
proach to the fulfillment of our task 
is through concentration upon a cer· 
tain number of cities each year from 
1955 to 1963. Therefore every pro
spective pioneer is to write the 
American National Teaching Com· 
mittee and make his or her final 
arrangement in consultation with 
this Committee. 

A believer who might find a job 
opening in a city not included in 
this list, and unable to find a job 
elsewhere, can settle there and by 
teaching effort develop a new group. 

BAHA'I YEAR 112 

The 300 Assemblies we need repre
sent a total number and not a par· 
ticular set of locations, nevertheless 
the concerted effort must be accord· 
ing to a well devised plan, and the 
plan of the American National 
Teaching Committee is well devised. 

American Baha'is are now serving 
the World Crusade in all parts of 
the world, Our pioneers have 
achieved one of the most vital and 
dramatic chapters in American 
Baha'i history. All honor to themt 
It is actually for their sake. and 
for the sake of all Baha'i virgin and 
consolidation goals throughout the 
world that a stalwart, energetic and 
successful Baha'i Community is 
needed in the United States. The cur
rent persecutions and temporary sup
pression of Baha'i activities in fran 
is a case in point. Through our spirit· 
ual strength and favorable public 
reputation and influence we can as 
a national body render invaluable 
services when such emergencies 
arise. 

ItDestiny of Amerjca" 

The "destiny of America", defined 
by Baha'u'llah in His Tablet to the 
Presidents of the American Repub
lics, and since then explained by 
the Master and the Guardian, is to 
establish a firm foundation wherever 
the principles of peace and the di· 
vine teachings can be carried to the 
nations. We 1i ve in the very spirit 
of this wondrous destiny today, 
Every home-front pioneer and set
tler is inspired by this destiny and 
becomes an agency for its complete 
fulfillment. 

If we estimate that about 120 new 
Assemblies must be formed before 
1963, and preferably by 1962, we see 
that at least 17 Assemblies must be 
established each year. This can be 
accomplished by relatively few 
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Baha'is, since among the Consolida
tion Goals there are groups having 
six, seven and even eight Baha'is. 
Thus, if the prospective pioneers 
consult with the National Teaching 
Committee as to selection of Goal 
City, about 70 pioneers can make 
it possible to meet the quota each 
yea ... 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASS~BLY 

NEW BAHA'I DIRECTORY 
With this issue of BAlIA'i NEWS 

the members of the American 
Baha'i community will receive the 
Baha'i Directory for the year 1955-
1956. The National Spiritual Assem
bly hopes that this directory will 
be preserved carefully for reference 
throughout the entire year. 

Under the name of each committee 
listed in the directory is a state-
ment of its ftmctions and the as· 
sistance it offers to individual be
lievers, Baha'i groups, and local 
Spiritual Assemblies. Whether or not 
a believer finds occasion to draw 
upon the services of any of the other 
committees? he should know at least 
the members of the American Na
tional Teaching Committee and the 
Area Tea ching Committee for the 
s tate in which he lives, as well as 
the names and addresses of the sec· 
retaries of the local Spiritual As. 
semblies in his own and neighboring 
state. 

With the American Baha'i com. 
munity in its present state of flux 
owing to the number of Baha'is going 
out to pioneer in foreign fields and 
dispersing for the expansion of the 
Faith on the home front, it is ob
vious that there will be many 
changes in committee personnel be
fore the year ends. These changes 
will be announced in BA.!iA't NBWS 
from month to month, and the Baha'i 
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who wishes to have his directory 
up to date would do well to enter 
the changes as they are reported. 

More than 400 Baha'is served on 
national and area committees last 
year. Perhaps no other organization 
of comparable size in this country 
can lay claim to such a large per
centage of volunteer workers among 
its membership. When we add to 
this number the more than 1600 
Baha'is serving on local Spiritual As
semblies, and the many more mem
bers of local committees, the sta
tistics become very impressive, in
deed. 

To one and all who served on 
either national or local committees 
last year, the National Spiritual As
sembly expresses its heartfelt appre
ciation. We feel confident that the 
year 1955-1956 will demonstrate to 
even a greater degree the unique 
capacities, the unity, the self-sacri
ficing love and devotion inherent in 
the American Baha'i community. and 
a record of achievement in the prose
cution of our sacred tasks that will 
bring joy to the hearts of all be
lievers everywhere. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

VOTING RIGHTS SUSPENDED 

The voting rights of Mr. Alvero 
Jensen have been suspended by the 
National Spiritual Assembly pending 
its ability to locate him and consult 
with him regarding the settlement of 
certain matters. Until such time, Mr. 
Jensen will not of course be asked to 
participate in any Baha'i activities. 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL Ass&"'V1BL¥ 

TEACHING ACTIVITIES 
FOR CHILDREN 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
is very grateful to all the Baha'i 
communities and groups that re
sponded to its request for reports 
on local Baha'i classes and activities 
for children and samples of materials 
used by the teachers. 

More than forty excellent replies 
were received, indicating that in 
spite of the lack of national publi
cations for Baha'i children, some 
outstanding teaching is being done 
throughout the country, The initiative 
and originality displayed by many 
of the teachers and parents is truly 
inspiring. 
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A FEST/VAL OF F A/TH 
On June 15, 1955, in the city of 

San Francisco. preceding the meet
ing of United Nations in celebration 
of the Tenth Anniver 5 ary, an in ter
religious gathering was held, entitled 
"A Festival of Faith - A Service of 
Prayer for Peace and Divine Guid~ 
ance to the United Nations.'J More 
than 15,000 persons filled the great 
hall. 

The program lists these CaUs to 
p.rayer: Baha'i, Mr. Arthur L. Dahl, 
Jr.; Buddhist, Dr. Paul F. Fung; 
Christian, Rev. Paul S. Finf"mis, 
Rev. John A. Gardner~ D,D,; Hindu, 
Swami Ashokananda; Judaism, Rab
bi Elliot M. Burstein; Muslim, Mr. 
Mohammed Ahmed Radwan. The 
prayers offered by the representa
tives of these faiths are printed in 
the program. including the Prayer 
revealed by Baha 'u 'llah which Mr. 
Dahl selected. [This is the first 
prayer on page 111, of Baha'i 
Prayers.] 

Baha'i participation in this large 
and important inter-faith gathering 

is especially significant for two rea~ 
sons; first, because .Baha 'f sugges
tions for UN Charter revision were 
distributed to all delegates at San 
Francisco; and second, because this 
demonstration of the spiritual vital
ity of the Baha'i Faith in America 
stands in sharp contrast to the perse
cution of Baha'is in frim by the civil 
authorities. Undoubtedly franian rep
resentatives were present at the Fes
tival of Faith or have received copies 
of the program. The fact that the 
United States -Secretary of State 
spoke at the Festival of Faith also 
brought this event into high public 
focuS. 

Such events represent the flowers 
grown from good public relations 
efforts sown by believer s in previous 
years. The time of miraculous in
terpositions of Providence in human 
affairs has come. As we are faithful 
to the spirit and the principles of 
the Faith, so will unexpected help 
come from on high. 
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All the material received in re
sponse to the request has been turned 
over to the National Baha'i Child 
Education Committee for study and 
evaluation. The believers may look 
forward confidently to early an
nouncements of new publications as 
well as to the continuation of the 
valuable suggestions that have ap
peared in The Child's Way_ 
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PIONEER LEITERS 

Excerpt from Pioneer Letter 
to the Western Hemisphere 

Teaching Committee 

HONDURAS (San Pedro Sula) 
From Louise Nelson 

~~This is my home and I lo-ve every 
little barefoot urchin, every awl::· 
ward wooden shack and every enter
prising 'pioneer" who populates it. 
Most of all I love the mountains 

which loom up in front of my little 
'casita' and the wonderful friends 
who come here to learn about the 
Faith and sit on my terrace under 
the stars. Until one goes pioneer
ing, he never knows the true happi
ness that we all experience, no mat
ter where' we may Jive. It is the lit
tle surprises that seem to come out 
of the blue that make us so blissful 
-like the humble Indian who came 
to my house the other day asking if I 
'could teach him something of this 
wonderful new religion . .. 'Love is 
the breath of the Holy Spirit in the 
heart of man,' says 'Abdu'l-Baha, but 
do these words have meaning until 
we have really felt the breezes of 
love wafted over us'?' No, I had never 
known happiness until fortune 
brought me to San Pedro. I am hav
ing such a good time at this pioneer
ing business that I feel the only peo
ple who are making sacrifices are 
those who must stay at home! One 
of the most impressive things to my 
friends is that I can enjoy life to the 
fullest and not proselytize them. My 
reply is always that I am not here 
to make Baha'is but to find them .. ," 



IAH ... ·1 NEWS 3 

Photograph taken during the reading of prayers of aU FaUhs at the Festlval of Faith, San Francisco. JUDe 15. 1955, preceding
the Tenth Anniversary celebratiob of United Nations. Standing at the far right is Arthur L. Da.hl, .Jr .• who read the Baha'i 

prayer. In the background is the 1500-voice choir a.nd the UN flag. 
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ELECTION OF 
SAIGON ASSEMBLY 

The United States Asia Teaching 
Committee reports receiving a letter 
froIIl Jamshed Fozdar which dramat
ically describes the conditions under 
which the first Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of Saigon, Viet Nam, was 
elected on April 21 (see photo in 
BAHA'i News. July. 1955, page 5): 

"On April 21 another battle raged 
between the government forces and 
the dissidents. But at the scheduled 
hour, one by one the twelve believers 
present in Saigon, trooped in to have 
the meeting and cast their ballots. 
Some of the believers live in the very 

heart of the 'affected' area and yet 
for the elections left their families to 
the care of God. Today, the whole 
day, a terrible battle has raged, and 
the whole sky is darkened by its 
smoke. Yet we have just finished our 
nineteen-day feast and even a Spirit
ual Assembly meeting. Mortar shells 
were heard louder than the readings 
of Hidden Words and ambulance si
rens drowned out at times the dis
cussion among the friends. But the 
noise and the tragedy outside con
veyed an urgency to our 'purpose' 
inside-an urgency not often realized 
and rarely experienced. The estab
lishment of a Baha'i Spiritual Assem
bly in Saigon in so short a time is 

just another instance of the fulfill
ment of Baha 'u 'llah' s promise to 
those who have arisen to serve Him." 

ITALO-SWISS ASSEMBLY 
REGISTERED 

" , 

The Italo-Swiss National Spiritual 
Assembly has completed its registra
tion as a religious organization under 
the laws of Switzerland, thus accom
plishing another objective of the Ten
Year Crusade. Official announce
ment of registration in the Commer
cial Registry in Bern, the capital 
city, was made in the Schweiz
e'Tisches Handelsamtsblatt of May 10, 
1955. 
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ASIA 
When this divine call travels from the continent of America to Europe, Asia, Africa, A ..... tralia 

and the Islands of the Pacific, the American believers shall be established on the throne of ever
lasting Glory, the fame of their illumination and guidance shaU reach 10 all regions and lhe renown 
01 their greatness become u..'Orld~witle. 

-'Abdu'J-Baba (America's Spiritual Mission) 

Bahi'is anti friends 1a Formosa, at the Naw~Ruz Fea.s~ 1955. The BaM'l group of Macao, JUDe, 1955. 
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lbe .r\merica.n Ba.h3.'i pioneer in Brunei 
with the Ors, believer. 

PIONEER LETTERS 

Mr _ and Mrs. Dudley Blakely, pi
oneers in Tonga, pressed for a mes
sage to the American Baha'is, have 
written: 

"What to tell you about our goal 
post of Tonga is a problem indeed
we need a book, not a letter. No won
der the brown race was so dear to the 
heart of 'Abdu'l-Baha. Their very 
first thought whenever a new person 
crosses their path is 'What can we 
give them?' They give incessantly
very often far beyond their means
of whatever beautiful handcrafts or 
fruits or anything they possess 
(which is not much by our stand
ards). Their unfailing courtesy and 
friendliness; their superb physique 
and their charming and beautiful 
children; their love of fun; their faith 
and reverence-all these qualities en
dear them to all who come among 
them. 

HTonga is a self-governing unit in 
the British Commonwealth of Na
tions, with its own world-renowned 
Queen, its parliament and cabinet 
ministers. It is probably the smallest 
kingdom on earth. The Queen ex
presses very convincingly Baha
?u' IUl.h's statement that Ctrue kingshiu 
is one of the signs of the Majesty 
of God _' The love and respect be-

tween her and her subjects is an in
timate and vibrant force, and a 
wholesome thing to witness in this 
age of decadence. 

"The Tongan attitude toward life 
sets a standard of values far different 
to the materialistic west and leaves 

The Jast pioneer areas are 
calling! There are opportuni. 
ties for employment if you are 
qualified for such jobs as: 

architect 
civil engineer 
construction engineer 
safety inspector 
fire prevention inspector 
junior high schoo~ teacher 
school superintendent 
soil conservationist 
general statistician 
training supervisor 
personnel technician 
business administrator 
tabulating machine operator 
clerk-stenographer 
court reporter 
electronic engineer 

and under 55 years of age. 
For more information, write to: 

Asia Teaching Committee, 
112 Linden Avenue~ 
Wilmette, Illinois_ 
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Number of Bah{i.'is In Asia Goals of the United States: (See key numbers on 
JIlapl I, Caroline Islands-I; %, Dutch New Guinea-2; 3, Macao-9; 4, Tonga Is
Jaads-.2; 5, Formos;8-18j 6, Korea-12.; 7. lapan-2 local Assemblies, 8 groups; 8, 
PblHppine IsIaDds-2 local Assemblies. 1 group. Other Asia. a.reas where there are 
American pioneers: 9, Brunei-3; 10, Cook IsJands-6; 11, Hong Kong-8; 12. 
Guam-5. 

many a European staying or liying 
here questioning himself as to the 
validity of western values. It is a way 
of life developed in the Tongans by 
the teachings of their first 'Tu'i 
Tonga'-the earliest historic ruler 
and spiritual chief, around 950 A.D., 
centuries before Christianity reached 
these shores. They are still ruled by 
these standards far more than by the 
overlay of Christianity which only 
reached them in the nineteenth cen
tury when sectarianism had so viti
a ted its force. . . . 

"Our eight months here, despite 
the material difficulties that almost 
overwhelmed us at times, have been 
the happiest of our lives. Patience~ 
unending patience, is the character
istic we have most to cultivate, for 
things. move very slow1y in Poly
nesia. But the love of these wonder
ful people, the realization of their 
qualities, makes the waiting no trial, 
for we know that in their own time 
they will become jewels of great 
worth in the diadem of the Baha'! 
world community/' 
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AU the signs are apparent 
for the rapid spread of the 

- Faith In those [PlLcifie] _ 
- areas. The time is now ripe _ 
- for many peoples of the 
- bro'Wn races to become 
_ Balli'isj and he feels with -
_ the proper pioneering effort, 

victories will be gained
which will become a source 

- of great astonisbment to the 
friends. -

-From a letter from the 
- Guardian through his As~ 

- slstant Secretary dated 
May 13, 1955. -

- -

-
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Capt. and Mrs. Kim Won·Be ~ SOD, 
Ba.hB.'is of Korea. 

American a.nd Korean BahA'is and friends at Naw-Ruz Feast: in Seou], Korea, Marcb, 1955. 
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The Haziratu'l-Quds of the Bahi'is of Kampala, Uganda, BTH
ish East Africa., which will become the N aUoDal (RegionaH 
Hazirata'l-Quds of Central aDd Ea.st Africa. The Hazira. was 
purchased in, 1952. On tbe lawn to the righi the tent was erected 

in which the First Intercontinental Conference was held. 

View of the six-acre site purcha.sed flp .. n 26, 19~, for the 
future Masbriqu']-Adhkar of Central and East Africa. 'I1Ie 
elevation of this land is 4300 feet, on the slope of KabuU Hill, 
bordering Kampala, three quarters of a mite ft"<"'m tb .. city lim-

ANCHORAGE HAZ!RA 
DEDICATION 

On August 6 the I;Ia~ratu'l-Quds of 
Anchorage is to be dedicated. Mrs. 
Florence Mayberry. member of the 
American auxiliary Board~ will be 
the principal speaker. The dedication 
will climax the week-long Alaska 
Teaching Conference, July 31-
August 6, to be held in the I;Ia?!ratu'l
Qudi;, 

The I;Iazira property was estab
lished as tax exempt on May 23, (See 
photograph in BAHA'i NEWS, June, 
1955, page 6.) A telephone has been 
installed under the listing Baha'i 
Assembly-Anchorage 67013. 

its. To the southeast is a view of beautiful Lake Victoria. 

AFRICA 
TEACHING COMMITIEE 

Cable from an African Assembly 

The United States Africa Teaching 
Committee shares the following ex
perience of a Baha'i Assembly in one 
of the pioneer territories, in sending 
its cable to the ~ah and the Prime 
Minister of Persia. 

At the telegraph office the follow
ing conversation took place when the 
cablegram prepared by the Assem
bly was handed to the clerk: 

U 'This cable is addressed to the 
~ah. how can you correspond with 
kings?' 

" 'Yes, we are Baha'is and we are 
sending this cable to the king of 
Persia because of the tyranny that 
our brothers there are now facing. 

The Baha'is all over the world have 
sent similar cables because we are 
all as one family and have loving and 
sympathetic feelings for each -other. 
I suppose you have heard about the 
attacks on the Baha'is of fran?' 

" 'Yes, we have read about them.' 
"Then the clerk went in the office 

and came out later saying: 'We have 
to get permission from the director 
before sending this.~ Few minutes 
later, the director of the telegraph 
office came and said: 'Must we send 
this cable today?' 'Yes, if possible!? 
'Is there a Baha'i community here?? 
'Yes!' 

"'We must inform the Governor 
a bout this cable. ' 'I brought this 
cable knowing very well that the 
Governor shall know about it, we are 
people of peace and do not interfere 

Site for the future Masbriqu'l-Adhkar of South Anterica, on a. 
hill in Lonc:oehe, near SantiaZo, Chile. 

Baha!i pioneers from Holland, the rnit"'!d States, Ara.bla. Eng. 
land and Persia 00 the Island of Cyprus. January, 1955. 
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in political matters; moreover, we 
have no secrets.' 

~ IThe following day: 
"'Do you still insist on sending 

this cable? It is going to cost you 
a lot. 7 'Yes, with pleasure.' 

"Here all the employees gathered 
and read the cable and were repeat· 
ing the words with wonder: Baha'is t 
:Wah ! 

" 'Then wait a moment until I get 
the permission.' 

"Few minutes later-'The permis
sion has been granted.' " 

Two hours later the representative 
of the Assembly received a summons 
to call at the Mayor's office im
mediately. 

"I went with one of the friends who 
acted as interpreter. After prelimi
nary talks aslcing me whether r un
derstood French, he said: 'Is the 
Bahati Faith a branch of Islam?' 

U 'No, the Baha'i Faith is an in
dependent religion and is not a sect 
01 any other religion.' 

"'"'What are the teachings of the 
Baha'i Faith?' 

.. 'The Baha'i Faith is a new reli
gion advocating world peace and love 
between the people of the world. It 
also teaches the equality between 
men and women, universal language, 
the ending of wars and the suppres
sion of prejudices. It believes in all 
the religions including the Brahman 
and Buddhist, believing they are 
from divine origin.' 

7 

MONTHLY REPORT ON WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 
National B.ha', Fund 

Third Year 

Tolal Budgel for Entire Year 

1955-1954 

as of July IS, 1955 

Where we are 
$61,500 

Where we should be 
$115,000 

(Average Monthly Requirement. 
...... $550,000.00 

. . . . . . $46,000.00) 

Monlhly receipts to dale: 
May 1-15 .......... $15,500 
May 15 - June 15 ... $22,500 
June 15· July 15 ... $23,500 

Total ...... . . ....... $61,500 

Accumulated deficit a. of July IS, 1955 ........... . ... $53,500 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

I' 'Do you believe in reincarna
tion?' 

" 'We believe in life after death but 
not reincarnation.' 

"'Are there Baha'is here?' 
"Yes, my family and probably 

others,' .. , 
" 'Why is Islam against you?' 
" 'They say MulJ.ammad is the last 

of the Prophets and there should be 
no religions after Islam, We say, 
God's Revelation has not and will 
never stop.' 

H 'The Baha'i Faith started in Per~ 
sia and spread all over the world, 
because it is a world religion and not 
a national one. 1 belong to this world 
religion.' 

" 'I can see that your religion is 
clean.' 

" 'May I present you with some 
books?' 

Baziratu'l-Quds of Lima, Peru, located a.t Avenida Ang-amos 827, Jesus nolaria., 
which, in the future, win become the :Xational Haziratu'I·Quds for Peru. 

"(Please send me books. Thanks 
for coming and excuse the incon~ 

venience.' " 
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Rome fiaziraluiQuJj 
purchajeJ 

The ltalo-Swiss N atioDa] Spiritual Assembly announces pur~ 
chase of the UaHan Haziratu'l-Quds, Rome. The photograph 
above shows the entrance to the buDding (right)? at; VIa An
tonio stoppant No. 10. The Hazira. is in a. new resldential sec~ 
tion of the city and CGllsists of .. five-room apar1ment witb a. 

terrace and garden (partly shown below) adjoln.i.ug. 

OOter views of the garden. The view shown below was the site 
of ancient ChrlstJaa catacombs. The trees are very old and 
historic cypress trees. The Italo-Swiss Assemblv writes: '''We 
are grateful fol' this accomplishment aDd for the help the 
American friends have given Us to make this purchase 

possible. J. 
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FIrst Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Tenel'ife, Caba.ry 
Islands, April 21, 1955. 

AUSTRALIA-NEW ZEALAND 

National Assembly Elected 

The newly elected members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Australia and New Zea
land have been announced by that 
Assembly, as follows: 

H. C. Featherstone, ChaiTman 
S. W. Bolton, Vice-Chairman 
J. Heggie, Secretary 
Mrs. D. Whiting, Treasurer 
Miss M. Delitotardi 
Mrs. G. Lake 
Mrs. P. Pennington 
Miss T. Perks 
N. Walker 

Hahn Holy Days Recognized 

The South Australian Govern
ment's Department of Education has 
recognized Baha'i Holy Days. This 
action followed application by a 
Baha'i in that Department for ex
emption from work on these days. 

BRITISH ISLES 

British Publishing Trust 

Report just released by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
the British Isles. This recognition 
enables this Publishing Trust to ob
tain books in quantity at a trade dis
count, from other publishers, for re
sale. 

British Assemblies Incorporated 

The London and Manchester Spir
itual Assemblies were both incorpo
rated on January 7, 1955, under the 
British Companies Act, as "Unlim
ited Companies Without Share Capi
tal. " 

Tablets to Breakwell 

In its Annual Report for the Baha'i 
Year 111 the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of the British 
Isles reports that some of the Tab-

, 
lets revealed by 'Abdu'l-Baha to 
Thomas BreakweIl, the first British 
Baha'i, have been given by RUl;tiyyih 
Khimum at the Guardian's sugge~
tion to the Archives section of the 
British ~a?iratu'l-Quds. The friends 
will recall the beautiful Tablet about 
Breakwell in Tablets Of 'Abdu'/
B aha, vol. II, pa ge 450. 

CANADA 
Assembly Incorporated 

The Canadian National Spiritual 
Assembly announces the incorpora
tion of the Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Ottawa. under date of May 
12, 1955. 

Teaching Across the Border 

Mr. Rowland Estall, Canadian 
member of the American auxiliary 
Board, will be the Baha 'f speaker 
at the Universalist Church, Derby 
Line, Vermont, part of a community 
which includes also Staristead and 
Rock Island in Que bee. This request 
for a Baha'i speaker came in con
nection with a series of sermons be
ing given at this church on the great 
religions of the world, according to 
the Canadian Baha'i News. 

National Magazine Pub~city 

The article on the Faith by Roger 
White in the June -issue of Liberty, 
a widely circulated national maga
zine in Canada, has received men
tion twice on station CKOY, an ot
ta wa radio station. 

The British Baha'i Publishing 
Trust has been officially recognized 
as a bookseller by the Publisher's 
Association, according to the Annual The first Baha.'j Group in Guam, Marianas Islands, May. 1955. 
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BaU'i delegates and. visitors a.t the Thlrd Natiob.a.l Conven1:ion of the Baha'is of Italy and. Switzerland, 1955. ta.ken in 
front of the newly dedicated Baziratu'I-Quds, Bern, Switzerland. (See report beJow) 

GERMANY-AUSTRIA 
Vienna Hazlra Purchased 

The National Spiritual Assembly ot 
the Baha'is of Germany and Austria 
has announced in the Baha'i Nach
richten for May 1955 the purchase 
of the Haziratu'l-Quds in Vienna on 
May 9.' This is located at Thimig
gasse 12, and is to become the 
~.iratu'l-Quds of Austria. 

National Assembly Elected 

Election of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of Germany 
and Austria tor the year 1955-1956 
resulted as follows: 

Dr. Eugen Schmidt, Chairman 
Dr. Adelbert Muhlschlegel, Vice-

ChaiTman 
Anna Grossmann, SecretaTY 
Otto Hafner, Treasurer 
Ruprecht G. Kruger 
Doris Lohse 
Karl Schuck 
Hanna Weber 
Johanna von Werthern 

ITALY-SWITZERLAND 

Third ftalo-Swiss Convention 

Excerpts from Report 

The Third Italo-Swiss Baha'i Con~ 
vention was held in the new 
~a?iratu'l-Quds, Bernt Switzerland, 
April lO-May 2. From the report of 
the Convention only excerpts can 
be cited, owing to limitations of 

space. But these show the glorious 
heights that can be attained when 
dedication, unity, love and one com
mon purpose of service are joined 
together. The Convention chairman 
was Dr. Ugo Giachery, and its sec
retary, Mrs. Anna Kunz, The Con
vention report was written by Miss 
Elsa Steinmetz. 

Among the achievements of the 
third year of the joint Italo-Swiss 
Baha'i CommtUlity were reported 
the following: 

Purchase of the National 
l:fa?iratu'l-Quds in Bern, dedication 
of which was a high point of the 
Convention. 

Two new Spiritual Assemblies: in 
Basel and in Monte Carlo. The lat
ter is the first Assembly to be es
tablished in a virgin territory (Mon
aco) allotted to the Italo-Swiss Na
tional Assembly. 

Translation of the Kitab-i-lqan 
into Italian and its publication in a 
"handsome edition. t. 

Translation of teaching pamphlets 
into Romansch and Piedmontese. 

Pioneering by two Swiss Baha'is 
to Corsica. 

Holding of the first joint Italo
Swiss Baha'i Summer School at 
Bex-1cs-Bains, where the second 
one is to be held this September. 

Donations to the Swiss Archives, 
announced by Mr. Ashraf, chairman 
of the Archives Committee, includ
ed Tablets revealed by 'Abdu'l-Baha 
to Mrs. Edith de Bons, first friend 
won to the Faith in Paris by the 

beloved May Maxwell. Mrs. de 
Bans was present at the Conven
tion. 

Election ot the Halo-Swiss Na
tional Spiritual Assembly took place 
on Sunday morning of the Conven
tion. ,jDr. Giachery (as chairman 
of the Convention) enjoined the 
delegates to consider spiritual qual
ities-devotion, loyalty, capacity
in making their choice, declaring 
that being a member of a National 
Spiritual Assembly is not an honor 
but an obligation to render meri
torious service." 

The following Baha'is were elect
ed members: 

Dr. Ugo R. Giachery, Chairman 
Dr. Alessandro Bausani, Vice

Chairman 
Mrs. Anna Kunz, Secretary 
Miss Honor Kempton, Recording 

Secreta.ry 
Mr. Fritz Schar, Treasurer 
Prof. Mario Fiorentini, Assistant 

Treasurer 
Mrs. Marion Little 
Dr. Walter Ott 
Miss Elsa Steinmetz 

Dedication of the Hazlra 

From the Convention report: 
"The dedication of our I:Ia?iratu'l
Quds was placed in the heart of 
Convention like a jewel set in a 
high mounting. Both the outer and 
inner heavens rejoiced with us on 
that memorable Sunday afternoon, 
blue skies and a summer sun clasp
ing hands with music and prayers 
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N aUonal Spiritual Assembly of the Baha.'is of Italy and 
Switzerland, 1955-1956 

Seated, left to right: Miss Elsa Steinmetz. Dr. Ugo R. Giach
ery. MIss Honor Kempton. Prof. Ma.rlo FiorentiDi, MJ'S. Ma.rlon 
Little. Stand.i.ng, left to right: Dr. Waiter 0«. Mrs. Anna Kunz, 

Dr. Alessandro Bausani, Mr. Fritz Schar. 

to proclaim the nearness of God. 
" 'It is with a feeling of thank

fulness, joy and pride that I am 
here to share with you a new par a
graph written into the history of 
.the Baha'i Faith, not only in Swit
zerland and Italy but in the entire 
Baha'i world ... " 

"With these words, Dr. Giachery, 
Hand of the Cause and personal rep
resentative of the beloved Guardian 
upon this occasion, opened his ad
dress," ... 

"Warm thanks went to all who 
contributed ... - also to the l;!al'ira
lu'}·Quds Committee, with special 
gratitude to Mr. and Mrs. Schar who 
searched so diligently to find our 
home, and later supervised the al
tera tions and the furnishing of the 
interior. 

"Dr. Giachery then remarked: 
'Our I;la~ira would be useless were 
there no Baha'is in Switzerland. We 
must give thanks to the pioneers who 
began arriving in 1947 to establish 
the flourishing communities of which 
we are so proud: Mrs. Etty Graeffe, 
Mrs. Fritzi Shaver, Miss Elsa Stein
metz, Miss Mildred Elmer, Mrs. 
Anna Kunz, Miss Doris Lohse, Miss 
Honor Kempton. They came in a 
spirit of selflessness· and willing 
service, assisting the few believers 
who were already in this cOlUltry, 
among them Mr. Fritz Semle, Mrs. 
Gladys Vautier, Mrs. Anne Lynch.'" 

Gift. from the Guardian 

"Gift time had come! Breathless
ly we watched our chairman, Dr. 
Giachery, unwrap the gifts which the 
beloved Guardian had entrusted to 

him in Haifa recently, adding: 'You 
must defend them with your Hfe and 
take them to the friends!'. . . 
Emerging from a Persian shawl into 
which the Guardian had tenderly 
tucked- it, was an exquisite covering 
from the Tomb of the beloved Mas
ter. To describe its beauty is im
possible, but to look upon the 
deli c ate hand -em broidered flowers 
which adorn it, is to think of other 
worlds. 

I< 'This priceless gift: said our 
Chairman, 'is eternal evidence of the 
Guardian's deep love for the Swiss 
friends.' Other precious gifts from 
the beloved Guardian incI uded a copy 
of the Seal of Baha'u'llah and of the 
Greatest Name-also a photograph 
of the House of Worship in Wilmette 
and an aerial view of the Bab's 
Shrine, aU ha[l:dsomely framed. 

"Widely varied were the many 
lovely gifts received, ranging from 
a mounted copy of the first pam
phlet published on the Faith in Swit
zerland and bearing corrections in 
Prof. Dr. Auguste FOTel's own hand
writing, to Venetian chandeliers and 
a conference-room table seating nine 
... That the story of this hallowed 
occasion might be preserved for pos
terity, the friends later placed their 
signatures in a beautiful gilt-edged 
volume with decorative covers in 
delicate Persian design-the gift ot 
the Ashraf family. 

"Congratulatory messages from 
far and near formed another point 
of exultation, weaving, as always, 
that unique pattern of unity which 
is re-creating the world ... " 

SOUTH AMERICA 

loncoche and Ezeiza 
Bah .. 'f Schools in Adi on 

11 

From the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of South Amer
ica through Eve Nicklin has come 
the following description of activities 
at their Baha'i schools: 

South America has two summer 
schools, one in Loncoche, Chile, and 
another in Ezeiza, Argentina. What 
preparation it entails when a Baha'i 
of one of the other countries of South 
America begins to get ready to go 
to either Loncoche or Ezeiza! He 
must go through all the red tape 
necessary for foreign travel visa 
money changed, etc., but with th~ 
"Remover of Difficulties" on his lips 
he generally, if he has given himself 
plenty of time, gets it done_ and is 
richly rewarded for his efforts. 

This year in Loncoche, a day and 
a night train ride to the south of 
Santiago, we had, besides our Chilean 
Baha'IS, those from Peru, Brazil and 
Paraguay. Then, too, there came Zu
nUda Palacio, our pioneer from the 
island of Chiloe, and Frances Stew
art of the United States, who was 
on her way to the island of Juan 
Fernandez to carry forward the work 
that had been so successfully begun 
there by Mr. and Mrs. Tormo. 

We were especially blessed at Lon
coche because of the close proximity 
to the beautiful site for the future 
Baha'i Temple. While sitting on the 
wide comfortable cabin porch we 
could see at almost any time of day 
or evening a Baha'i or perhaps a 
group of them walking there and we 
knew that they were praying. 

Classes were held morning and aft
ernoon for thirteen days. The study 
courses centered around the mes
sages of the Guardian in Advent of 
Divine Justice and The Promised 
Day Is Come. Then there was one 
special course and exhibit on the 
culture of the South American abo
rIgmes which resulted in a helpful 
consultation as to how to reach them 
with the Message of Baha'u'I13h, in 
order to fill an important goal of the 
Ten-Year Crusade. So animated were 
all these classes that hands were 
constantly raised for permission to 
take part in consultation. 

Then, too, there were the recrea
tional times when we could, if we 
wished, borrow a horse from the 
farm of Fabienne Guillon and go 
horseback riding, or go fishing or 
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picnicking at HParadise Lost." The 
name has been fittingly re-christened 
by the Baha'is "Paradise Regained." 

The Baha'i school at Ezeiza, Ar
gentina, is an hour's ride from the 
teeming city of Buenos Aires. What 
a heavenly spot it is r Most of the 
friends made the trip each day by 
train or automobile bringing their 
lunches. Ezeiza summer school is 
open on various Sundays for special 
study. but during the Carnival sea
son an intensive course is held. The 
Baha'is take advantage of this three
day vacation to do something more 
constructive than to celebrate a riot
ous Mardi Gras holiday. 

A professor of a seminary who 
came as an observer remarked that 
he never had seen a more animated 
group of young people in consulta.
tion. It so happened that quite a few 
young men and women attended our 
class on Advent of Divine Justice. 

In the midst of our school sessions 
came Haig Kevorkian, pioneer to the 
islands of the Galapagos. He had had 
to make a trip back to attend to pass
port and other papers. Sr _ Tormo 
was there, too, so many a story we 
heard of their i.sland experiences_ 

Whoever has known the joys of 
studying, praying and being ·together 
at a Baha'i summer school j desires 
with all his heart the same joy for 
all the Saba'is in all ten countries 
of this vast South American conti
nent. 

We have here another school 
known as a two-day pre-convention 
school which has proved to be a 
wonderful time to study together and 
to know each other better in prepa
ration for the three-day convention 
tasks. 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
Time Magazine, JWle 13, 1955, 

carries an illustration of a nonde
nominational chapel built by em
ployees of the Solar Aircraft Com
pany of San Diego, California, as 
a "refuge of quiet" for worship and 
meditation. It is learned through 
the Baha'i Publicity Committee of 
San Diego that when the chapel 
was suggested two years ago, Vic
tor Alexander pomted out that more 
faiths than Christianity should be 
represented. He was appointed on 
the Solar Chapel Council as repre
sentative of the Baha'i Faith_ 

Above: Students and teachers of the In
sUtute CUltural IDdiginesta. Ba.ha'i In Chi
chicastenango, GUatemala.. At. the rigbt 
is the first declared Maya-Quiche Indian 
believer. Right: courtyard of the Insti
tute overlooking & part of ChicbJcasie_ 
nango. DUl'ing Naw-Ruz 54} guests were 

served here. 

At the dedication service, Mrs. 
Arna Meade, local secretary, read 
a Baha'i prayer on a program in
cluding five clergymen and a rabbi. 
The Time illustration shows the 
Baha'i representative on the plat
form. 

The press release published in 
The New York Times, June 16, 1955, 
states that "Members of Protestant, 
Catholic, Jewish, Hindu, Buddhist 
and Haha'i religions are working on 
the project_ It 

Playtime in Nassau, a newspaper, 
published on April 10, 1955, a very 
special reference to Guy Murchie's 
book Song of the Sky, based on 
the fact that Mr. Murchie's father 
has been a resident of Nassau since 
1924. ·'Throughout his vast experi
ences Mr. Murchie feels that fly
ing has brought him closer to God, 
to the oneness of the world, for 
there are no boundary lines to be 
seen from the sky_ His universal 
concept has led him to become a 
member of the Baha'i Faith, a Uni
versal Religion." The article was 
written by Mrs_ Nina Matthisen_ 

It is not yet possible to record all 
the references to the persecutions 
in iran found in the current press_ 
The name BaluPi has become fa
miliar to millions who perhaps had 
never heard it, or noticed it, be
fore. ,j 

AREA CONFERENCE 
IN WASHINGTON 

.... UGUST. 1955 

The Central Atlantic States Area 
Conference held in Washington, 
D.C., June 18th was a tremen
dous success, as evidenced by the 
interest and enthusiasm shown by 
everyone present. A special event 
during the day's activities was an 
address by Mr. Paul Haney, Hand 
of the Cause. Over sixty Bah..i'is, 
many traveling long distances, par
ticipated in the Area activity_ 

The theme centered around respon
sibilities of individual Baha'is to 
teach and to support the Fund. The 
Guardian's Messages and Convention 
reports were the basis of prolonged 
discussion on ways and means of 
furthering the Faith. 

Mr_ Haney, in a brief review of 
the franian situation, indicated 
Baha'is in Persia are being protected 
from inj ury and violence. The re
sponse to the appeal for cablegrams 
to iranian authorities was outstand
ing-almost four hundred cable
grams being sent from this country_ 
Mr_ Haney discussed the obiectives 
of the Guardian's message to this 
year's Convention_ In addition, plans 
for the acquisition of Temple and 
I:Ia~ira sites were explained in some 
detail. 

The afternoon session opened with 
a brief aCcOlmt of the human in· 
terest side of the National Conven-
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tion. This was followed by a chart 
presentation of the goals and ac
complishments of the Crusade. A de
tailed graphical picture of this year's 
Budget showed how World and Na
tional needs require the $550,000 
which was budgeted. Dr. Tucker 
opened the evening session on teach
ing with a discussion of home front 
endeavors. This was followed by a 
brief report on teaching activities 
in various regions of the Area. In 
the general discussion which fol
lowed, a large number of ideas and 
thoughts were advanced for increas
ing the tempo of the teaching work 
in this country, and specifically in 
this Area. The events of the day 
-"vere brought to a climax with a 
review of "Nine Ways I can Resolve 
to Serve the Faith of God." 

Highlights of the Conference-
greater fellowship needed amongst 
Baha'is; deepening in the Faith es
sential; less administrative work and 
more teaching; many unfilled vir
gin goals in Area; how can the in
active Baha'is be re-activated; more 
thorough understanding of !hie 
Guardian's messages necessary; 
giving to the Fund a bounty. 

Contributing to the success of the 
Conference was the dinner given by 
the Area members. 

INTER-RACIAL COMMITTEE 

Two members of the National 
Bah;; 'i Inter-Racial Teaching Com
mittee were invited to give a twen
ty-minute talk on Station WOOK, 
Washington, D.C., on the work of 
the Committee. The invitation re
sul ted from an article a bout the 
Committee which had appeared in 
The Washington Afro-American of 
July 2. During the broadcast the 
two Committee members, Mr. and 
Mrs. Edwin Barham, were able to 
read passages from The Advent of 
Divine Justice outlining the pattern 
of Baha'i behavior toward all races, 
as well as the enilie article jjElim
ination of Prejudice-The Baha'i At· 
tack" (insert BAHA'i NEWS, June 
1955). 

BAHA'I ON THE CAMPUS 

At the University of Utah the 
Baha'i Youth presented a talk to a 
college-age group from the Method
ist Church. The next day an article 
written by a Baha'i, entitled HBaha'i: 

NOTICE TO ALL ASSEMBLY, 
AREA TEACHING COMMIITEE, 
AND GROUP SECRETARIES, 
AND ALL ISOLATED BAHA'IS 

Report all enrollments. trans
fers, cbanges of address, mar
riages performed by a Local 
Spiritual Assembly, and deaths 
promptly to the National Spirit
ual Assembly, so that records 
can be kept accurate and up to 
date. 

This will insure regular deliv· 
ery of BAHA'i NEW s and other 
correspondence, and will save 
large sums of money for the N a· 
tional Fund - money which is 
urgently needed for carrying on 
the important work of the Ten 
Year Crusade. 

A Universal Faith," appeared in the 
campus literary magazine, The Pen. 
Two days later a panel of students 
from the University of Utah and 
from Westminster College discussed 
the topic "World Peace Through 
World Unity." Investigation revealed 
that several books on the Faith in 
the University library were being 
read. 

At Shaw University in Raleigh, 
North Carolina, a panel discussion 
group included a Baha'i as moder
ator, a Baha'i speaker, and a Chris
tian, Jew and Muslim as speakers. 

The Interfaith Club of American 
International College, Springfield, 
Massachusetts, sponsored 'jBaha'i 
Faith Night" on May 5, 1955. The 
eleven non·Baha'i guests and six 
Baha'is who attended heard Bea· 
trice Thigpen from Linden, New 
Jersey, present an informal talk on 
the Faith. 

In Seattle, Washington, the Baha'i 
youth and young adults held a fire
side on May 14 for fifteen contacts, 
e]even of whom were University of 
Washington students. Slides of the 
House of Worship in Wilmette were 
'hown. 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

The New York Inter·Racial Com
mittee has reported that a meeting 
was held in New York City on June 
5, at which the guest speaker was 
Dr. Leslie Pinckney Hill, President 
Emeritus of State Teachers College, 

Cheyney. Pennsylvania. The Baha'i 
speaker was Mr. H. Borrah Kavelin 
of New York. The topic was "Edu ... 
cation for World Brotherhood." Dr. 
Hill had spoken at BaM.'i Confer
ences held in Green Acre, when 
Louis Gregory was chairman of the 
Baha'i inter·racial committee, and 
has often invited Baha'is to speak 
at his College in years past. The 
New York meeting was attended by 
sixty-five persons, and letters of ap
preciation were sent by prominent 
persons unable to attend. 

BAHA'I ON THE AIR 
Persecution of the Baha'is in Per. 

sia was deplored, and the Baha'is 
defended, on the popular jjWoman 
to Woman" program of station 
KENI, Anchorage, Alaska. The 
broadcaster was not a Baha'i. Ra
dio stations KBYR and KFQD also 
gave free radio time for broadcasts 
on the persecutions in fran. 

AREA NEWS BULLETINS 
Central States Are. 

The Central States Area Teaching 
Committee Bulletin reports that sev
eral small groups ha ve been holding 
regular firesides and public meet
ings. These include Oshkosh, Wiscon
sin, and Davenport, Iowa~ Through 
inter-community effort, Belleville 
and Quincy, Illinois, with St. Louis 
Missouri, held a public meeting ~ 
East St. Louis, nlinois, a goal city, 
to be followed by a second public 
meeting a month or so later. 

Another inter·community activity, 
sparked by three Baha'is, resulted in 
a public meeting in Decatur attended 
by 50 persons, assisted by Baha'is 
from Danville, Urbana-Champaign, 
Springfield, 'Peoria, Rantoul and 
Gibson City, Illinois. 

Gulf States Are<l 
The Gulfstates News MirrOT,. jjre

fleeting unified action," includes in 
its first issue reports of a new Spir. 
itual Assembly in Fort Worth, Texas, 
two newly enrolled Baha'is in Dallas, 
Texas, stimulating inter-community 
activity between Baton Rouge, Lou
isiana, and Gulfport, Mississippi, 
five-minute radio broadcasts of quo
tations from the Baha'i Writings in 
Galveston, Texas, and a 65 per cent 
return (very high) of questionnaire 
cards mailed by the pioneer in the 
goal citYt Meridian, Mississippi. 
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Area Teaching Conference sponsored by the New Eng1and Stares a.nd the North Atlantic States Area Tea.chin.« Commlt~ 
Green Acre, Eliot. Maine, .July 2-4. 1955. 

AREA TEACHING 
CONFERENCES 

HParticipation in the World ern· 
sade on the Home Front" was the 
theme of an Area Teaching Con
ference held at Green Acre, Eliot, 
Maine, the week-end of July 2-4. 
The conference was sponsored 
by the New England and the North 
Atlantic States Area Teaching Com
mittees. 

Three workshops were held: (1) 
"How can the individual Baha'i 
deepen himself for work and teach
ing?" (2) Human relations (with 
emphasis on the importance of the 
inter-racial problem). (3) Relation
ship of the individual, the group 
and the local spiritual assembly to 
the Administration. The conclusion 
reached from the workshop reports 
was that the Baha'is should con
stantly study the Covenant and thus 
make themselves better able to 
study the Cause, 

The East Central States Area 
Teaching Committee conference was 
held in Mansfield, Ohio, on May 15, 
and conferences were held during 
July at Louhelen School the week
end of July 2-4 and in West Lafay-

ette, Indiana, and Lima, Ohio, July 
9 and 10. The West Lafayette con
ference was held in the Purdue Uni
versity Memorial Union Building, 
with the Indianapolis Bah"'i Com
munity acting as hosts. 

A Child Training Conference was 
held on May 29 in Dayton, Ohio, in 
the form of a "parents' workshop." 
The conference was attended by 22 
adults and 20 children, from Dayton, 
Lima, Kettering, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
and Centerline, Michigan, The con
sultation led to the conc1usion that 
c'since we teach our children by ex· 
ample we had best make ourselves 
better examples," 

Two Conferences in the Gulf States 
Area were held during June, at 
Austin, Texas, and New Orleans, 
Louisiana. At both conferences dele
gates reported on the Annual Baha'i 
Convention and ideas brought out 
there for achieving home front goals. 

The Northwestern States Area 
held a Teaching Conference on June 
26 in Bellingham, Washington, for 
Baha'is only, The theme was "Build
ing a Better Community." A public 
meeting was held in the evening. 

"American Baha'is in Time 01 
World Peril" was the theme of the 

South Central States Area Teaching 
Conference held in Little Rock, Ar
kansas, July 2-4. 

The newly appointed Tennessee 
Valley States Area Teaching Com
mittee will sponsor the Blue Ridge 
Conference. to be held this year Au
gust 27-31. 

The Southwestern Baha'i Area Bul
letin presents an interesting month· 
ly Activity Report chart. Key leiters 
indicate which of 21 different types 
of activity are engaged in by goal 
cities, by groups and isolated centers 
and by assemblies t and how often 
these activities take place, under the 
three main headings Ilclasses," 
Upublicity" and {lother," 

EXTENSION TEACHING METHOD 
That action brings results was 

demonstrated by the Indianapolis 
Baha'i Community which as a part 
of their extension teaching work sent 
out five hWldred questionnaires in 
Terre Haute, Indiana. Each of the 
twenty-seven persons responding was 
called by telephone individually; a 
follow-up meeting, advertised in the 
newspaper. was held, and as a result 
there is now an active list of sixty 
interested contacts. 
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Extension teaching was Wldertaken 
by Anchorage, Alaska, Bah! tis over 
the week-end of June 11-13 in Wasilla 
and Fairbanks. 

United Nations Brochure. Propos· 
als for Charter Revision submitted 
to the United Nations by the BaM.'; 
International Community, repre
senting the twelve established Na
tional Assemblies. In the July 
BAHA'I NEWS, the National Assembly 
commends the use of this document 
for teaching material by assem
blies, committees and. individuals. 
It can be featured in connection 
with United Nations Day in Octo
ber, or presented under sui table 
conditions to local organizations and 
key persons interested in world af· 
fairs. Size 8lh x 11, brown ink on 
cream paper. 

Per copy ..................... $ .35 

Twelve copies ................ 3.00 

World Crusade Maps Available 

A few copies of the Guardian's 
World Crusade Map are available 
separately. This is the map contained 
in Ute Statistical Book, The Baha'i 
Faith, 1844-1952, listed on page 19 of 
the 1955 Baha'i Literature Catalog. 
World Crusade Map only, per copy 

............................... $ .35 

Please address all inquiries and or
ders for publishing items to: 

Baha'i Publishing Trust 
-l-lG-l::rl-mien Avenue 
Wilmette, Dlinois 

Baha'is of Fairbanks, A1aska.. aDd vicin
ity with friends gathered at the com
memora.t1ob of Naw-Ruz. More than a 

third or this gathering are Eskimo. 

National Baha'I Addresses 

NATIONAL BA.H.t\'f ADMINISTRATIVE: 

HEADQUARTmS; 

536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
TIlinois. 

NATION AI. TREAsURER: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make checks Pa.yable to! 
NatioDa.1 Baha'i Fund 

BAIIA?f PUBLISHING TRUST: 

110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

BAHA'I NEWS: 
Editorial Office: 

110 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, illinois 

Subscription and 
change of address: 

112 Linden A venue, 
Wilmette, Illinois 

Baha!i Wor1d Youth Day Window Dis
play, Wilndnr;1on. Delaware. 

THE USE OF TEMPLE 
WORSHIP PROGRAMS 

The Temple Worship Committee 
has received several inquiries from 
Baha'i CDmmunities concerning the 
use of the Temple programs in their 
local community activities. The 
Temple Worship Committee would 
like to point out that the Temple 
programs are not to become a styl
ized procedure for worship in the 
local communities, as this could re-
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suit in a ritual-like type of worship. 
Therefore, the programs used or 
adapted should not be identified or 
publicized as the Baha'i House of 
Worship programs. They should be 
identified only as a local community 
activity. The communities should 
feel free to add to or subtract from 

. the House of Worship programs in 
setting up their own, using the Tem
ple programs only as suggestions. 
always bearing in mind that the pur
pose of these programs is to show 
the tUliversality of religion. 

In the programs as printed in 
BAHA'i News, the page references 
given are to the latest edition of the 
source. No sources are given for the 
ancient scriptures (Hindu, Buddhist, 
etc.) because of the difficulty in l0-
cating suitable selections for use in 
the House of Worship, and the many 
different versions and trans1ations 
in the many books available. 

The programs are reprinted in 
BAHA'i NEWS simply to serve as sug
gestions for community worship and 
not as a pattern of what is to be 
used. 

-THE TeMPLE WOOSHIP COMMI'rIlZ 

DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS 
AT HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Baha'i House of Worship at 
Wilmette, Illinois, is dedicated to the 
Unity of God, the Unity of His 
Prophets, the Unity of Mankind. In 
this spirit, public worship is con
ducted each Sunday at 3:30 P.M. in 
the auditorium. Readers at these de
votional programs include Baha'is 
and guests. Choral selections are by 
the Baha'i House of Worship A Cap
pena Choir. 

The programs for the month of 
July follow: 

Order of Devotions-July 3, 1955 
Religion is the greatest of aft means tOT the 

establishment oj order in th€ WOTUi and JOT the 
peaceful contentment oj aU that dWl!!ll theTtrin. 

-Baha'u')Jah 

BAHA'1 SACREP WRITINGS 
BaM 'f Prayers, p. 111 
'The World Order of Bahft'u'lIah, pp. 186-187; 

Gleanings. pp. 94-96 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Let A[l tfle Nations Praise the Lord.-Volclc:

mar Le-isring 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Isaiah 2:2-4; 9:6-7; 52:7-16 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Matthew 5:9-13; Revelation 21:1-7 



" 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Glory to God in the HigMSt-G-. B. Pergolesi 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Gleanings, pp. 286-287; pp. 249-250; CXX, 
p. 254 

BaM.'i Prayers, p. 45 
CHORAL SELECTION 

In Solemn Si!ence-Ippolito! Ivanoi 

Order of Devotions-July 10, 1955 
Whu~o keepeth. the commandments of Goa: 

sha!~ attain everla.sthtg felicity. 
-Ba.h;i'u'lUh 

CHORAL SELECTION 
II Ye Love Me-W. H. Monk 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
BaM. 'i Prayers, p. 111 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Deute,ronomy 6:1-6; Exodus 20:1-8, 12-17; 

Leviticus 19:18 
NEW TESTAMENT 

Matthew 19:Hi-21; Mark 12:28-31 j John 15:9-12 
QUR'AN 

Sura XXIV :50-54 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Thou Knowest. Lord-Henry Purcell 
BAllA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Gleanings. CXXXIll. p. 289; CXXXIV. p. 
290; The Hidden Words, From the ArabIc, 
No. 39; Gleanings, pp. 3aa·334 

Prayers and Meditations, XI, p. 14 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Alleluia-Randall TlJompson 

Order of Devotions-July 17, 1955 
The essence 0/ TeHgfma is to testify unto 

that which the Lord. hath. 1"evaated, and tallow 
that which He hath ordained i:n. His mighty B_. 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Si:n.g and Rejoice-Will James 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

-BaM 'u 'Jhih 

Prayen and Meditations, XLVII, p. 69 
Gleanings, pp. 64-66, 87-68 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Out of the Deep-C. H. Trevor 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Job 28:20-28 

NEW TESTAMENT 
John 15:1-11 

QUR'AN 
Sura 11;172 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
BaM'i World Faith, pp. IfD·141: Epistle to 

the Son of the Wolf, pp. 25-26 
Prayers and Meditations, xr..n. p. 59 

CHORAL SELECTION 
B[ess the LOTd, 0 My Soul-Ippolito! lvanof 

Order ot Devotions-J uly 24, 1955 
It is evidem that thE! tatUed mansions in the 

Realm oj ImmoTtaliy have been ordained as 
tit.e habitation oj them that have tndy belietn!'d 
in God and in His signs. Death can ruH,leT in
vade that holy $I24t. 

-BaM'u'lIah 
CHORAL SELECTION 
A!mi~ God oj OUr Fathers-Will James 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers and Meditations, pp. 278.279 

EHAGAVAD-GITA (HINDU SCRIPTURES) 
The Ordinances of Manu 

OLD tEsTAMENT 
Psalm 23 

NEW TESTAMENT 
I Corinthians 15:39-50, 54 

QUR'AN 
Suras XXIV: 64; XLI:30-32; XXXII:17, 19; 

XVI:a2,:34; XXIV:42 
CHORAL SELECTION 

The LO'P"d's My Shepherd-Arr. Gordon Jacob 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS' 
Gleanings, pp. 158-159; pp. 155-156; p. 156; p. 

157; pp. 345-:346 
The Hidden Words of Baha'u'llAh, From the 

Arabie, :32, 23', 6, 14: Gleanings, p. 141 
Prayers and Meditations, xxvnr, p. 32 

CHORAL SELECTION 
FTO?n the Sweet-Scented StTeams (Prayer 

of Baha'u'Uah)-Charles WoJcott 

Order of Devotions-July 31, 1955 

o My servants! Deprive not yourselves of 
the unfading and resplendent Light that 
shineth within the Lamp of divine GI.oTy. Let 
~ j!ame oj the [ave of God burn. brightly 
within yOU1' radiant hearts. 

-Bah.i'u'llah 
CHORAL SELEcrION 

A rise. 0 God, and Show Thy Might-Haydn 
Morgan 

BARA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Baha'I Prayers, p. 111 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Micah 41:1-7; Malachi 3:1·9, 14·16 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Matthew 1:3: 3·23 

CHORAL SELEC'l'lON 
Teach Me, 0 Lt.rd-Thomas Attwood 

QUR'AN 
Sura I: Sura XXIII, 44-54 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, pp. 325·326 
Prayers and Meditations, LXXIV. p. 121 

CHORAL SELECTION 
o WiSdom, Spirit of the Holy God--T. Tertius 

Noble 

FEASTS 

August I-Kama!, Perfection 
August 2G-Asma', Names 
September S-'Izzat, Migbt 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 

September 2, 3, 4, 5 

"Glory be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gathered under 
the shadow of Thy mercy and they 
are united thTough Thy favor and 
generosity. 0 Lord! Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine for them every good 
through Thy bounty and grace . .. " 

-BAHA'u'LLiuI 

Wauwatosa. Wisconsin-Miss Edith M. 
Hoeppner to Mr. Richard F. McMahon., 
May 28, 1955. 

AUGUST, 1955 

Los Angeles. California-Mrs. Harriet S, 
Ekel to Mr. Thomas A. Brock, May 14,. 
1955. 

San Diego. California-Miss Tynie AzU4 
rna to Mr. Arthur Kuhwald, JlUle 11 
19M. ' 

Portland, Oregon-Miss Luella P. Jen4 
sen to Mr. Robert Sabourin June 24, 
1955. ' 

H Death protJereth unto every con
fident betieveT the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestoweth joy, and is the 
bearer of gladness, It confeTTetll the 
gift of everlasting life," 

- BW'U'I..I..AH 

Mrs. Mabel W. Dunham 
Phoenix. Arizona 
June 5, 1955 

Mrs. Emma Thiele 
Toledo. Ohio 
May 30, 1955 

Mrs. Grace Griffith Harris 
Santa Rosa, California 
May 13, 1955 

Miss Minnie Trautman 
Bronx, New York 
June 10, 1955 

Dr. Albert D. Heist 
Geneva, New York 
June 21, 1955 

Mrs. Delphia Kent 
Binghamton. New York 
June 3, 1955 

Mrs. A. H. Bailey 
Dallas, Texas 
(date not reported) 

Mrs. Maude E. Amendt 
Ca tonsviIle, Maryland 
June 14, 1955 

Mr. Joseph Robinson 
Bronx, New York 
June 23, 1955 

Mrs. Claire Bunch 
Detroit 13, Michigan 
June 23, 1955 

Mrs. Margaret Banvard 
New York. New York 
July 2, 1955 

Mrs. Victoria Bedikian 
Atlanta, Georgia 
July 3, 1955 

Miss Margaret Green 
New York. New York 
June 29, 1955 

Mr, Mall Kadrie 
Long Beach. California 
May 18, 1955 
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ChangQ of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois. U.S:A. 
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GUARDIAN DIRECTS APPEAL 
TO PRESIDENT EISENHOWER 

The following cable was received 
on August 16: 

"Owing (to) aggravation (of the) 
situation, (the) hacking (to) pieces 
(of the) bodies (of) seven believers 
(in the) vicinity (of) Yazd, (and the) 
likelihood (of) worse massacre (in 
the) approaching months, advise all 
groups (and) Assemblies (in the) 
United States (to) address tele
graphically President Eisenhower. 
appealing (for) his intervention for 
protection (from) further massacres 
(of our) oiienseless, law-abiding co
religionists (in) fran (and the) safe
guard (of their) human rights. In
clude brief reference (to the) worst 
atrocities. National Assembly should 
address him similar message both 
(in) writing (and) telegraphically. 
Include list (of) atrocities in accom-
panying memorandum " 
August 15, 1955. 

Beloved Friends: 
The Guardian's direction was im

mediately reported to the Assem
blies and groups. It is necessary for 
the entire American Baha'i commu
nity, from communities to groups 
having only two or three believers, 
to participate in this supreme effort 
to save our brethren in iran. The 
slaughter of seven Hoffenseless, law
abiding co-religionists" has signal
ized the breaking of a new and more 
terrible wave of oppression in iran. 

As explained in this issue of BAHA'i 
NEWS, an official Baha'i appeal has 
been filed with the Secretary-Gen
eral of United Nations, a step made 
imperative by the failure of 1r;1O to 
respond to the cabled and written 

BAHA'I YEAR 112 

appeals sent in great volume by the 
National Spiritual Assemblies, local 
Assemblies. and groups throughout 
the world. 

Now we take the third step-an 
appeal by American Baha'is to their 
President. chief Magistrate of the 
country whose spiritual mission has 
been so vividly defined by 'Abdu']· 
Baha and by the Guardian. 

What is happening to the Baha'is 
is a new and supreme manifestation 
and resolve that no religious party 
or government shall outlaw and de
stroy a Baha'i community. We have 
been caught up into the workings of 
Divine Providence. and as we act 
so shall we be reinforced by the AI· 
mighty Arm of Baha'u'lIah! 

Sincerely, 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

"ONE OF THE 
MOST DEVOTED BAHA'IS" 

"The Guardian was very sorry to 
hear of Julia Goldman's death. She 
was one of the most devoted Baha'is 
of that older generation, ever loyal, 
ever active. He will certainly pray 
for her soul's progress." (From let
ter written on behalf of the Guardian 
by the Secretary, July 9, 1955.) 

PERSECUTION OF 
IRANIAN BAHA'IS 

Appeal to United Nations 

The story of the appeal to United 
Nations-a truly historic event for 
all Baha'is-is divided into two 
parts. 
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This story begins with the Guard
ian's cable of July 18: " ... Advise 
appeal United Nations. Mention 
atrocities, act vigorously." 

Since sessions were soon to be 
held in Geneva, it was apparent that 
action by the Baha'i International 
Community would have to be taken 
immediately in Geneva. Our United 
Nations International Observer. 
Mrs. Mildred Mottahedeh, flew to 
Geneva carrying with her the ma
terial needed for an appeal: record 
of atrocities committed, press clip· 
pings, photographs showing demoli
tion of the dome of the National 
Baha'i Center in Tihr{m, Baha'i lit
erature, etc. 

At that point it seemed necessary 
to secure the cooperation of a gov
ernment or a large international 
non-governmental organization to 
sponsor the Baha'i appeal. Cables 
were sent to a number of Baha'is 
in Europe asking them to partici. 
pate. 

The next step was the Guardian's 
recognition of an international com
mittee consisting of Dr. Ugo Giach
ery, Dr. Hermann Grossmann, Mrs. 
Mildred Mottahedeh. Mr. Aziz Na
vidi, and Mr. John Ferraby. to han
dle the appeal. 

This committee found it possible. 
under a section of the Economic and 
Social Council, to file the appeal di
rectly with the Secretary-General of 
United Nations, and this was done 
on August 1, 1955. The appeal was 
signed by Charles Mason Remey, 
President, International Baha'i Coun .. 
cil. Dr. Ugo Giachery, Chairman of 
the Appeal Committee, and John 
Ferraby, Secretary of the Appeal 
Committee, on behalf of the Baha'i 
International Community. 

A copy of the appeal was present
ed to all United Nations delegates 
present, and a Press Conference was 
held in Geneva on Wednesday, Au· 



2 

gust 3. The Appeal Committee con
sulted experts in connection with 
the various aspects of its great proj
ect. The covering statement referred 
to Article 18 of the Declara lion of 
Human Rights, and to Articles 13, 
55 and 56 of the Charter of United 
Nations. 

"The Baha'i International Commu
nity respectfully requests the United 
Nations and its Member Govern
ments to investigate recent happen
ings in iran described hereafter and 
to take 'joint and separate action' 
as provided for by ... the Charter 
to prevent further persecution of the 
Baha'is in iran, to remedy the in
justice perpetrated against them 
and to restore the freedom to prac
tice their faith in places of worship 
in Jrim now partly demolished, 
closed or seized." 

This introductory statement was 
followed by excerpts from press ar
ticles, the text of instructions issued 
by the Minister of Interior in Par· 

liarnent, a brief presentation of the 
Baha'i teaching on obedience to Gov
ernment, a warning that new anti
Baha'i excesses may take place dur
ing the Muslim mourning months of 
Mul}.arram and Safar, and a refer
ence to the thousands of appeals 
which have been sent to the ~ah, 
the Government, the Majlis and the 
Senate which have had no effect, 
compelling the Baha'i International 
Community to apply to United Na
tions "to protect the lives, Holy sites 
and the property of the Baha'i Com· 
munity in frIm and to re--establish 
freedom of belief for hundreds of 
thousands of Baha'is in fran, faith· 
ful and law·abiding citizens of their 
country. " 

The appeal was accompanied by 
sixteen separate Annexes. 

The decisive step has been taken. 
Under our beloved Guardian's lead· 
ership the Baha'i world community 
has officially and formally chal
lenged the existing international po
litical body to investigate and act 
in a matter of basic human rights. 
The Baha'is, in fact, are the anvil 
on which Providence is shaping the 
united and humane world of the fu
ture. The Baha'is symbolize the new t 
universal principles which humanity 
need s, Their sa crifice gradually es
tablishes these Divine principles in 
human society. 
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The fact that the BaM'! appeal 
is unsponsored by any powerful body 
or nation means that we must exert 
ourselves to make the appeal a liv. 
ing issue and not a document to be 
filed and forgotten. Publicity comes 
first, but as other plans are devised 
by the National Spiritual Assembly 
the friends will be informed. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

REPORT OF PERSECUTIONS 
IN PERSIA 

In the documentation for the ap
peal to the United Nations by the 
International Baha'i Community, 
there was included a list of atroci
ties known to have been committed 
upon Baha'is during May and June, 
1955, following the government's 
edict outlawing the Baha'i Faith in 
fran. 

The Baha'i Press Service also is
sued a release to all local Spiritual 
Assemblies, leading newspapers, 
and wire services, summanzmg 
these atrocities which the Baha'is 
throughout the world have endeav
ored to bring to an end through their 
direct appeals to the SlJ,ahin@ah and 
the Prime Minister t all of which ap
peals have gone unheeded to the 
present time. 
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At left. first Ionic column completed at Chiarnpo, Italy, fol' the InterDa:Honal Baha'i 
ArchiVes Building OD Mt. Carme]. Each column, without base or capital, Is aboWl 
nineteen feet blgh. Below is shown a smaU seclioQ of the storing yard at Chtam:po. 
The material is ready to be packed in woodeD cases for shlpmeDt 10 Baila. Nearly 
eighty tons of carved stone is ready for shipmeDt. At; extreme left is ODe of the 

capItals; on 1he right, the base of a column. 
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For the information of the friends, 
the National Spiritual Assembly 
presents the following summary of 
the sufferings of our Persian fellow~ 
believers as reported so far: 

In southern trim, the head of the 
Department of Finance openly en
couraged the people to kill and 
plunder the Baha'is, and the gov
ernor cooperated. As a result, a 
number of priests and several thou
sand persons attacked the homes of 
individual Baha'is, and beat those 
they found on the streets. 

A large number went to the Baha'j 
cemetery, broke the grave stones, 
felled trees and started to open the 
graves. Several Baha'is were taken 
to the mosque under threats of death 
and violation of their women; they 
were forced to recant their faith. 
About forty Baha'i homes in the vi
cinity were set on fire and plundered. 

In another town four Baha'i houses 
were burned and three homes plun
dered and torn down. Coal oil was 
poured on a cow belonging to a 
Baha'i and set on fire. One Baha'i, 
a government employee, was beaten 
and his hand broken; later his wife's 
head was split open with a cutlass. 

In a third town the local police 
openly approved the persecution of 
Bahatis. The house of a Baha'i was 
burned down, and he himself had to 
hide from the mob bent on killing 
him. 

In a fourth city a large num ber 
of people seized a girl and stripped 
her naked. They severely beat two 
Baha'i men, one of whom is believed 
to have died of the wounds received. 

The Baha'is of the city do not 
dare leave their ·houses, as Baha'is 
are being taken to a special build
ing, and no one knows the fate of 
those taken away. The governor and 
the superintendent of police openly 
protect the persons committing 
these acts. 

In a principal city of southwestern 
:trim the homes of Baha'is were plun
dered and demolished. In nearby lo
calities Baha'is and their homes 
were plundered and a group severe
ly beaten. 

Baha'i children in schools in this 
region were insulted and bea ten. 
Their teachers failed them in exam
inations. 

In a neighboring town the furnish
ings of a Baha'i's house were de
stroyed, and his wife was publicly 

stripped naked. In the same region, 
a Baha'i factory director was dis
missed, and he was obliged to leave 
the vicinity. 

A local dignitary and a Muslim 
preacher went to attack the house of 
a Baha'i factory worker. The Baha'i 
was dragged from his home and told 
to either become a Muslim or be 
killed. He fled to a nearby city for 
protection. In that city butchers and 
bakers received instructions not to 
sell bread or meat to Baha'is. 

In western ir€m inhabitants of one 
town cursed the Bahik' is and their 
religious observances, and stoned 
their houses. A number of their chil
dren were expelled from the schools. 

In another western town three 
men attacked the daughter of a 
Baha'i, and she was beaten and 
raped. 

In central irim Baha'is were pre
vented from practicing their profes
sion, the making of rose water. A 
number of Baha'is taking their har
vest to market were beaten and 
their harvest plundered. Four har
vest storehouses belonging to Baha'is 
were set on fire, as were their 
houses. 

In the same region the populace 
broke down the wall of the Baha'i 
cemetery, entered it, and dug open 
a grave. They carried away the 
corpse and the coffin. 

In northern Iran, the house of a 
Baha'i was attacked; the police re
fused to take action. Nearby, a 
Baha'i was severely beaten, and 
when W1conscious was taken to the 
house of a Muslim. A rumor started 
that he entered the Muslim's house 
to waylay suspicion. He was arrest
ed and imprisoned, and will be 
prosecuted. 

Two other Baha'is were attacked 
and beaten. They were afb;rwards 
placed backwards on donkeys and 
led with ridicule through seven vil
lages. They were held until morning, 
and sent to a nearby city in a car. 
On arrival, the populace assaulted 
and beat them. Officials there took 
no action to plUlish the perpetrators. 

Particularly tragic to Baha'is 
throughout the world has been the 
desecration of the house of the Bab, 
the martyr prophet, holiest Baha'i 
shrine in iran. 

In one town the I:Ia~ira was seized 
by the Government and handed over 
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Bahi'i Archhres Building on Mt. Carmf'l. 

showing detail of one of the panels. 
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to the Red Cross for use as their 
headquarters. In another town the 
l;Ia?ira was demolished by represent
atives of the Army and in the Prov
ince of Nur the House associated 
with Baha'u'lliLh was officially oecu. 
pied by the Military. . 

The most recent atrocity reported 
is the slaughter of seven Baha'is, 
six men and one woman, in a village 
by a mob of some two thousand 
persons. 

These widespread attacks of bru
tal repression clearly indicate the 
necessity of an appeal to an inter. 
national body. 

-NATIONAl.. SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

PRAYER FOR AMERICA 

Presented to President Eisenhower 

The special edition of the Master's 
Prayer for America prepared for 
presentation to high officials was 
shown at the Convention. A copy of 
this beautiful and dignified edition 
has been presented by the National 
Spiritual Assembly to the Presi
dent, with a covering letter. 

President Eisenhower has ac
knowledged its receipt with a letter 
expressing his thanks and apprecia
tion in very gracious terms. 

Copies of the special edition can 
be obtained from the Sales Commit
tee for local presentations. 

-NAT'IONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 



MEMBERSHIP IN 
FREEMASONRY 

A recent issue of the British 
Bahci.'i Journal contained the text of 
two cables from the Guardian con
cerning membership of Baha'is in 
Freemasonry: 

HDisapprove membership (in) 
Freemasonry" (November 11, 1954); 
"Any Baha'i determined retain 
membership (in) Freemasonry loses 
voting rights" (December 22, 1954). 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
inquired of the Guardian whether 
this directive applied to the United 
States. In a letter written on behalf 
of the Guardian, dated July 9, 1955, 
this question was answered: "The 
directive regarding membership in 
Freemasonry should be carried out 
by your Assembly in all areas under 
your Assembly's jurisdiction. p, 

The Guardian's directive about 
Freemasonry is an application of 
the general principle he laid down 
some years ago to the effect that 
Baha'is a re not to affiIia te with or· 
ganizations, any of whose purposes 
and methods contradict fundamental 
principles of the Baha'i teachings. 
This directive closes our ranks for 
the forthcoming new period of public 
responsibility when enemies of the 
Cause win do their best to find ways 
to discredit our principles of com· 
plete neutrality with respect to var
ious social organizations in East 
and West. 

This is published as a notice to 
the friends and to the administra
ti ve bodies functioning in and for 
all U.S. territories of the Ten-Year 
Plan. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

QUAKER SCHOOL 
RECOGNIZES BAHA'i 
HOLY DAYS 

From the Baha'is of Poughkeepsie, 
New York, we learn that Oakwood, 
a private school conducted by 
Quakers, has given permission for 
a Baha'i youth to be absent on 
Baha'i Holy Days. 

The School wrote: HWe are happy 
to grant permission for Bahman 
Samandari to be absent from school 
during the Baha'i Holy Days as per 
your request of April 11. Sincerely 
yours, William W. Clark, Principal." 

ANCHORAGE HAZiRA 
DEDICATED 

The newly purchased Haziratu'l· 
Quds at 820 Eighth Avenu~, Anchor
age, Alaska (see BAHA'i NEWS, June, 
1955, page 6), destined to become 
the National I:Ia~iratu~l-Quds of Alas
ka, in April, 1957, was dedicated on 
Saturday, August 6, 1955, at 2:30 
p.m. The dedication was conducted 
by the Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Anchorage, with Mr. Rex 
King as chairman and Mrs. Florence 
Mayberry, member of the American 
auxiliary Board, as guest speaker. 

The opening prayer, ~Abdu'l

Baha's prayer for America, was 
read by Mrs. Kathy Rodgers of Fair
banks, Alaska. The chairman then 
welcomed the Baha'is and guests 
present and read greetings from the 
three American Hands of the Cause 
-Mrs. Corinne True, Mr. Paul 
Haney and Mr. Horace Holley; from 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of Canada, the Western 
Hemisphere Teaching Committee, 
the Ketchikan (Alaska) Baha'i 
Group. the Baha'is of Barrow on 
the Alaskan Arctic Ocean, and from 
Honor Kempton, first pioneer to 
Alaska in 1939 under the first Amer
ican Seven-Year Plan. A tape re
corded message from Mr. Rafi Mot
tahedeh of New York City was also 
received. 

The Governor of Alaska, Mr. 
B. Frank Heintzelman, sent a mes
sage explaining why he could not 
accept the invitation to be an hon
ored guest at the Dedication. He 
said in part: "Please extend my 
greetings to the Anchorage Baha'i 
Assembly and accept my best wish
es for your efforts toward the es
tablishment of unity, justice and 
peace-goals which we should all 
strive earnestly to attain." 

The actual Dedication program 
began at 3:53 p.m. with the reading 
by the chairman of Baha' u'Il<3.h's 
words, "Blessed is the spot . . . n 

Passages from Bahit'u'lloih's Writ
ings, from the Old and New Testa
ment and the Qur'tm, and from 
'Abdu'l-Baha were then read; a re
cording of "The Sweet-Scented 
Streams" was played t and the pro-
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gram was concluded with Baha
'u'llah's prayer for all nations. 

A copy of the Jubilee booklet 
"The Mission of Baha'u'llahtt and of 
"Faith for Freedom" had been 
placed on each chair, and public 
open house was held following the 
Dedication to give opportunity for 
inquiry about the Faith. 

Gifts to the future ~a:Pratu'l-Quds 
of Ala ska inc! uded the painting by 
Mark Tobey, "The Tree of the 
Martyrs," from Mrs. Frances L. 
Wells, who also presented a rare 
copy of The Palo Altan for Novem
ber 1, 1912, which contains the full 
account of 'Abdu'I-Baha's visit and 
lecture to Stanford University. 

WESTERN HEMISPHERE 
TEACHING 

The Western Hemisphere Teach
ing Committee suggests, for those 
who contemplate pioneering and 
wish to learn Spanish or French, 
that it is possible to borrow Lingua
phone courses at local public li
braries. A slight charge is made by 
the library for loan of the books and 
records, usually fifty cents a week. 

PIONEER LETTERS 

Western Hemisphere 
From The Crusaders, published by 

the Western Hemisphere Teaching 
Committee of the United States Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, are cited 
the following excerpts from pioneer 
letters: 

Falkland Islands 
John Leonard writes: HLife con

tinues to be wonderful. This job is 
so interesting and a bsor bing and I 
like the open life and the people so 
much, that sometimes I feel like 
bursting with gratitude. A short 
time ago one of the well-meaning 
friends wrote and said that any time 
I felt I was ready for a vacation, 
she would get together with a few 
other friends and raise ftmds for me 
to take a trip back. I wrote back 
that the real hardship would be to 
return to the States, and that it's 
more of a vacation for me to re
main here. There is no feeling of 
homesickness. These people are 
very much a part of my family 
now." 
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Santa Ana (El Salvador) 

Marjorie Stee writes from San 
Salvador: "Some of the interesting 
things about the new Baha'I Center 
in Santa Ana are as follows: The 
fact that the rent for the little two
room house is in accord with the 
purse-possibilities of the two pio
neers also makes it the kiod of place 
where one can contact what we 
would refer to in the U. S. as the 
'grass roots' of the population. Here 
we might call it the 'earthen-floor' 
or 'barefoot' group. Truly the neigh
bors have been fascinated from the 
beginning at all the events takiog 
place in the little casita. Margaret 
Mills stood in the doorway one aft
ernoon watching the people of the 
street-the little short street run
ning off at a tangent in comparison 
with the surrounding ones and appro
priately named 'Calle Diagonal'. 
The neighbors from next door came 
to ask questions and the little girl 
from across the street who had been 
sent by her parents. They were told 
that in this house we were going to 
offer lessons - lessons in English 
gTatis and also lessons in the Baha'i 
Teachings. They were told it was 
for adults, and the young teen-agers 
(some less than 15) wanted to know 
if they could come too. The news 
spread like wildfire around the 
neighborhood." 

Curacao (Dutch West Indies) 

Mr. and Mrs. John Kellberg write: 
HSometimes our progress here 
seems slow, but we are not at all 
discouraged for the Master has told 
us, 'If few people come to your 
gatherings do not lose heart, and if 
you are ridiculed and contradicted 
be not distressed . . . Only have 
faith in the Mercy of God and spread 
the Divine Truth.' " 

NEW ASSEMBLIES IN AFRICA 
Thirty·seven new Spiritual Assem~ 

blies were formed on April 21, 1955, 
in African territories under the ju~ 
risdiction of the British National 
Spiritual Assembly, according to re
port in the British Baha'i Journal 
for June, 1955. These new Assem
blies are distributed as follows: 
Uganda 17, Kenya 8, Tanganyika I, 
British Cameroons 8, British Togo
land I, Gold Coast I, Belgian Congo 
1. In Uganda there are now 861 de
clared Baha'is, and in Kenya, 116. 

JAPAN NATIONAL 
TEACHING COMMITTEE 
PLANS CONFERENCE DETAILS 

The Asia Teaching Committee of 
the U.S. National Spiritual Assembly 
reports that an all~out effort is being 
made to insure the success of the 
Asia Regional Teaching Conference 
to be held in the historical city of 
Nikko, Japan, September 23-25. 
Twenty delegates from seven World 
Crusade areas in addition to at least 
fifty Baha'IS from Japan itself are 
makiog plans to attend. An especial
ly honored guest will be Mr. 
Dhikru'llah Khadem, Hand of the 
Cause of God in Asia. 

The Zen-fukyo-I (National Teach-
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ing Committee) of Japan has ap
pointed eight committees each hav
ing special responsibilities at the 
conference, including such functions 
as conducting daily devotions, simul
taneous translation of all talks into 
the several languages represented, 
publicity, and general coordination 
of the program and for physical ar
rangements. 

In planning this conference in co. 
operation with the Asia Teaching 
Committee, the Japanese believers 
are gaining valuable experience for 
the time when they will be called 
upon to plan for the na tional con~ 
vention in April, 1957, for the elec
tion of their first Zen~sei-kai, the 
National Spiritual Assembly of 
Japan. 

Memorial erected by direcUon of the Guardian at the gra vo 
of Wi1liam Sutherland Maxwell, Hand of the Cause of God, in 

Mount Royal Cemetery. Montreal, Canada. 
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BRITISH ISLES 

National Assembly Elected 
Election of the following as mem

bers of the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Bah .. 'is of !be British 
Isles has been annoWlced in its 
Baha'i JournaZ for June: 

Hasan Balyuzi, Chairman 
Ernest Gregory, Vice-Chairman 

and TreasuTeT 
John Ferraby. SecTetary 
Doro!by Ferraby 
Alma Gregory 
Marion Hoffman 
Betty Reed 
Louis Ross-Enfield 
Iall Semple 

Liverpool Incorporated 
This Assembly reports in the same 

issue that the Liverpool Spiritual 
Assembly has now been incor
porated. 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

Monthly Bulletin to Be Issued 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

of the Baha'is of Central America, 
Mexico and !be Antilles has appoint
ed a National Bulletin Committee to 
publish a monthly mimeographed 
bulietin in Spanish and English from 
the Canal Zone, which is to be trans
lated into French in Haiti. In this 
way this Assembly hopes the news 
will reach Baha ',~ Wlder its juris
diction as speedily and effectively 
as possible. 

GERMANY 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

of !be Bah .. 'is of Germany and Aus
tria reports in its Baha'i Nachrichten 
for June that forty-one German 
Baha'i commtmities and groups sent 
cablegrams or airletters to support 
!be pleas for help for the Baha'is of 
Persia. 

INDIA, PAKISTAN, BURMA 

National Assembly Elected 
In its monthly newsletter !be Na

tional Spiritual Assembly of !be 
Baha'is of India, Pakistan and Bur
ma announces election of the fol
lowing members to that body for the 
Baha'i Year 112 (1955-1956): 
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UNITY IN GIVING 
Dearly Beloved Friends: 

The World Crusade advances on all fronts in the face of seemingly insur
mOWltable obstacles under the inspiring generalship of our beloved Guard
ian. 

With each advance, we perceive more brightly the advent of the divinely 
ordained institutions that will be the pillars of a New World Order. 

Weakness on one front threatens to retard the progress of the Crusade. 
That weakness affects the Institution of the National Fund which must sus
tain and serve as the "life-blood" of all of the other institutions. 

'Abdu'l-Baha has said that spiritual progress cannot be attained except 
through material means. Each of us is, in a sense, a gardener as well as a 
harvester, but only in the degree to which we comprehend the divine char
acter of the institutions which have been ordained by Baha'u'llah for the 
establishment of World Order. Every maturing Baha', welcomes the op
portunity of understanding the true nature of these institutions among which 
one of the most vital, at this moment, is that of the National Fund. When we 
realize that many of our valiant and sacrificial crusaders in the remote 
areas of the globe are sustained wholly by our devotion to and support of this 
institution, we understand that we are not truly participating in the Crusade 
unless we support this institution in the spirit of gratitude as well as sacrifice. 

During the first four months of this Baha'i Year, an alarming deficit has 
developed which threatens to undermine the success of the many objectives 
to which we are committed during this year. Far from being sufficient to 
fully meet all of our financial requirements this year, it will be necessary to 
implement the budget of $550,000 if all our ol;>iectives are to be attained. Many 
of the I:Ia?iratu'I-Quds that must be acquired this year may have to be pur
chased on an all-cash basis in order to effect substantial savings in those 
acquisitions. It should therefore be clearly understood that the budget of 
$55f},OOO is a minimum amount which, added to loans that may have to be 
arranged, will enable your National Assembly to successfully carry forward 
our program. 

The American Baha'i Community has truly achieved a praiseworthy 
degree of unity in many aspects of our beloved Faith. That spirit of unit~ 
will successfully promote all the interests of our Faith only when we have 
attained the same degree of unity in giving, so that there is no separation 
and no gap in any of the elements that represent true unity. 

Isfandiar K. B. Bakhtiari, Chair-
man and Assistant Treasurer 

G. A. Amreliwala. Vice-Chairman 
K. J. Hakimian~ Treasurer 
Abbasally Butt, Secretary 
Prof. D. L. Khianra 
Prof. Pritam Singh 
Mrs. Shirin Boman 
H. Fathe'azam 
M. Sa mimi 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Radio Interview on Faith 

The latest issue of the bulletin of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of South America re· 
ports that a radio interview on the 
Faith was held in Puerto MontI. 
The director of the radio station, 
who is familiar with the Teachings, 
interviewed members of the Nation
al Spiritual Assembly of Sou!b 
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America and an assistant of the Lon
coche School about the Santiago, 
Chile. Baha'i commWlity for seven
teen minutes. 

FESTIVAL OF FAITH 

Further Report on 
Bah6'! Participation 

The Festival of Faith held in San 
Francisco preceding the United Na
tions Tenth Anniversary meeting was 
organized by the San Francisco Coun
cil of Churches, Mr. Arthur L. Dahl, 
Jr.. the Baha'i representative, re
ports, and was the idea of its presi
dent, a woman active also in the 
World Affairs Council. The Baha'is 
were asked to support the Festival 
as a group, through their attendance 
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MONTHLY REPORT ON WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 

Third Year National Baha'I Fund 1955-1956 

as of August 15. 1955 

Where we are 
$81,000 

Where we should be 
$161,000 

Total Budget for Entire Year ................................. $550,000.00 

(Average Monthly Requirements .................... $46,000.00) 

Monthly receipts 10 date: 
Moy 1-15 .......... $15,500 
May I S-June I 5 $22,500 
June I S-July 15 $23,500 
July IS-Aug. 15 .... $19,500 

Totol 

Accumulated deficit as of Augu,t IS, 1955 

'" .... $81,000 

............... $80,000 

as a body, through selection of a 
prayer to be printed in the program, 
and through having a representative 
on the speakers' platform to give a 
Call to Prayer with six other re
ligious leaders representing Bud
dhist, Eastern Orthodox t Protestant. 
Hindu, Jewish and Muslim Faiths. 
Behind the speakers' pIa tform wa s a 
choir of 1500 voices from various 
churches, in robes of different col
ors, with a large section of brass and 
drums from three Army bands all 
conducted by Robert Shaw. 

The clergy from all Faiths, many 
wearing colorful vestments, sat in 
the first fifteen rows, "including a 
pair of Buddhists who looked as if 
they were straight from Tibet." 

Mr. Dahl reports thai the huge 
Cow Palace, where the Festival was 
held, "was filled to the rafters, the 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

crowd being estimated at over 15,000. 
There was a definite air of excite
ment, anticipation, and spirit in the 
hall. " 

As the representatives of the vari
ous Faiths marched to the platform 
°the band broke out into Aaron Cope
land's 'Fanfare for the Common 
Man,' ... proclaiming that this was 
no ordinary occasion." Mter the 
seven representatives of the religions 
stepped to the upper podium, form
ing a semicircle (see photograph in 
BAHA'f NEWS, August, 1955, page 3), 
and read the Calls to Prayer, in al
phabetical order, the Baha'i first, 
they stood with hands linked, "while 
the whole assembly silently prayed, 
silently, that is, except for the in
cessant popping of flash bulbs." 

Addresses by Secretary of State 
Dulles and Sir Leslie Munro, Am-
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bassador of New Zealand to the 
United States, who mentioned the 
Faith, followed. 

The entire program was televised 
over KQED and plans were made to 
record it for The Voice of America. 
Excellent publicity was given to the 
event, each of the four San Francisco 
newspapers mentioning the Baha'1 
Faith as a participant, usually as one 
of a group of "major" religions. The 
TV colwnnist of the San Francisco 
Chronicle called the telecast "one of 
the most inspiring in years." 

Mr. Dahl concludes his report: "To 
me the most significant thing about 
this is that the Faith has been iden
tified in a dignified but very public 
and publicized manner with the other 
great Faiths. This was nO cult or 
sect situation. This was seen by 
some of the delegates, and men of 
the stature of Secretary Dulles and 
Sir Leslie Munro, as well as large 
numbers of people in the area. To
night, as we were leaving the Sir 
Francis Drake dining room, I over· 
heard a woman say to her compan
ions, 'There is the man who spoke 
for the Baha'is at the Festival of 
Faith.' She remembered. It's a good 
sign.u 

BAHA', IN THE NEWS 

A Visit Israel leaflet has come to 
hand which features "Carmel and 
Zebulon. ,r ~ ~Today the slopes house 
the major church of the famed Car
melite order and the World Baha'i 
Faith Centre whose gold and marble 
Temple of Justice dominates mod
ern Haifa." By "Temple of Justice" 
is meant the Shrine of the Bab. 

A feature article, "Jim Crow Goes 
to Church-No. 11," by James N. 
Rhea, was published in Providence 
Journal, JIDle 15. The author, who 
recently visited the Baha'.1 Tern pie. 
is making a study of racial integra
tion in worship, and the Baha'i po. 
sition is explained. 

The Braille Book. Review, March. 
1954, published by the American 
Foundation for the Blind, publishes 
this note: "Copies of the following 
books have been given to all re
gional libraries by the organizations 
indica ted, and can be borrowed like 
any other book: Baha'u'lIa.h, The 
Hidden Words, gift of Baha'i Serv
ice for the Blind." 



8 

INTER-RACIAL 
COMMITTEE SUGGESTIONS 

At this time when Baha'i commu
nities and groups are planning their 
teaching activities for the fall and 
winter, the Baha'i Inter-Racial 
Teaching Committee wishes to re
mind the friends of the Guardian's 
instructions concerning teaching 
among the Negroes. 

The Baha'i directory announces the 
membership of the Committee for 
1955-1956 and states the functions the 
Committee is expected to perform in 
aiding the American believers to 
carry out the Guardian's appeal to 
". . . remedy, while there is yet 
time, through a revolutionary change 
in the concept and attitude of the 
average white American toward his 
Negro fellow-citizen, a situationt 

which, if allowed to drift, will, in 
the words of 'Abdu'l-Baha, cause 
the streets of American cities to run 
with blood ... /' 

This appeal, quoted from the Guar
dian's message of July 28, 1954, is 
a repetition of the calls to action 
that have been coming with ever
increasing emphasis since 1938 when, 
in The Advent of Divine Justice, the 
Guardian directed the special atten
tion of the American Baha'i com
munity to this "most challenging is
sue." It is strongly recommended 
that the friends study these stirring 
messages again and consider seri-

ously what can be done locally to 
bring the attention of the local corn
mWlity to the supreme importance 
of this subject. 

The Baha'i Inter-Racial Teaching 
Committee is prepared to make one 
of its members available to any 
group wishing to set up inter-racial 
public meetings and to serve as guest 
speaker without cost. Speakers will 
be made available also to the larger 
commWlities, but the costs of public 
meetings and banquets in the larger 
centers must be met locally. 

In planning teaching activities 
with the Negroes, the following sug
gestions, which are applicable to all 
public teaching efforts, should be 
considered: 

Hold public meetings where the 
public, colored and white alike, can 
attend; 

Invite contacts by telephone, letter 
or in person, and even offer trans
portation if possible, thus demon
strating true Baha'i cordiality and 
love; 

While a special effort is made to 
attract the Negro, the Negro friends 
must also put forth effort to invite 
and bring white friends to the meet
ings and to follow up their interest; 

Use newspaper advertisements, in
cluding appropriate excerpts from 
the B aha' i Writings; 

Make sure that basic Baha'i books 
are in the public libraries for those 
who wish to investigate the Faith 
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Baha'is and guests at the Naw-Raz 

Feast, 1955, held at St. Pierre, Re

union Island. StaDding at len is 4A1i 

Nakhjavi.nf~ member 01 African 

auxUlary Board. 

but hesitate to attend meetings; 
Seek contacts in kindred organiza

tions which are working for integra
tion; 

Attend the programs of universi
ties, colleges, churches. 

The Baha'i Inter-Racial Committee 
is eager to assist any community or 
group in planning a program that will 
a waken the consciousness of the 
community to the importance of the 
principles of the Oneness of Human
ity. Requests and reports should be 
sent to the Committee secretary: 
Miss Lydia J. Martin, 2392 East 40th 
Street, Cleveland, Ohio. 

AMERICAN INDIAN SERVICE 
A chart has been prepared by the 

American Indian Service Committee 
to show Baha'i teaching activities 
among American Indian Tribes on or 
near Reservations. This Chart is 
available from the Committee free 
of charge. Listed are eighty-three 
cities or towns which are located 
nearest to major Indian tribal con
centrations. Of these localities fif
teen are goal cities of the Home 
Front in the World Crusade. 

The Committee points out that uIt 
is important to remember that 
teaching the Faith among the Indi
ans is not limited to reservations t 

for one third of the American Indians 
live, work or go to school in towns 
across the cOWltry. Thus most 
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Baha'is have the opportunity to be 
neighbors and make friends with 
their Indian fellow·citizens: to dem. 
onstrate and then teach the Faith." 
j 'Every believer, every group and 
every community has its part in this 
task" of making contact with the 
American Indians as one of the goals 
of the Ten-Year Spiritual Crusade. 

The Teaching Brochure Supple
ment gives many ways of approach 
in making the first contact and sug
gests that Baha'Is can do much to 
correct false conceptions concerning 
the Indian, by studying the actual 
facts in his history and speaking of 
these facts when some one uses de
rogatory phr ases concerning the In
dian. 

Both the Chart and the Supplement 
may be ordered, free, from the 
American Indian Service Committee, 
clo Mrs. Nancy Phillips, Secy., 736 
Encanto Dr., S. E., Phoenix, Arizona, 

NORTHWESTERN AREA 
CONFERENCE 

The Area Teaching Committee for 
the Northwestern States reports the 
holding of the first conference in the 
goal city of Bellingham, Washington, 
on June 26. Highlights of the Con
ference were the enrollment of the 
first Bellingham Baha'i, a salmon 
bake on the Lummi Indian Reserva. 
tion prepared by the son of the Indian 
Chief who himself was unable to at
tend, the participation of Baha'is 
from Canada as well as sixty-nine 
from Boise, Idaho; Vancouver, West 
Vancouver and New Westminster, 
British Columbia; and from Seattle, 
Everett, Richmond Highlands, Kir k
land and Anacortes, Washington. 
The number of Baha'is and guests at.. 
tending the afternoon outdoor festi
val on the Indian Reservation rose 
to eighty-five and included Negro 
and Oriental, American and Ca
nadian, young and old. In the eve
ning Mrs. Helen Wilks addressed a 
public meeting on "What Is the 
Baha'i Faith?" 

OBSERVANCE OF 
MARTYRDOM 
OF THE BAB 

The Anniversary of the Martyrdom 
of the Bah was observed July 9 by 
the Baha'is of Upper New York with 

an outdoor evening program held on 
the beautiful campus of Hobart and 
William Smith Colleges in Geneva, 
New York. The Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha. 'is of Seneca Town spon
sored the program in co-operation 
with Assemblies and Groups of the 
Upper New York Inter-Community 
Relations Project. About sixty-five 
persons, including twelve guests, at
tended, coming from Geneva, Rome, 
Rochester, Syracuse, Waterloo, Penn 
Yann and Victor. The program con
sisted of a dramatic reading for 
three voices, based on episodes from 
The Dawn-BreakeTs, with the use of 
"Words for the World" between 
parts of the performance, and back~ 
ground music. The script was writ
ten by William Grammar, chairman 
of the Seneca Town Spiritual Assem
bly and teacher of English and dra
matics in the Geneva High School. 

Other communities which have re
ported observance of the Martyr
dom of the Bab were San Diego, 
California, New Haven, Connecticut, 
and San Antonio and Ga1vestun, 
Texas. At Galveston, a goat city, 
Kenneth Wiley was speaker and of 
thirty-four present only nine were 
Baha'is. Some guests came from 
Houston. Newspaper coverage was 
reported as amounting to seventeen 
inches. At the New Haven meeting, 
Horace Holley pointed out in his talk 
that science has made more progress 
in the last one hundred years than 
in the previous five thousand years, 
and that in the teachings of the Bab 
and Baha'u'llah we have the means 
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of bringing about the Kingdom for 
which Jesus told us to pray, to save 
us from the unmoral rule of science. 

The Baha'is in the area of Flint, 
Michigan, observed the Anniversary 
a t nOon on July 9, and obtained wide
spread publicity for the occasion in 
twenty-one free announcements over 
six radio stations of the area and 
in five newspaper articles. Two 
newspapers used photographs of the 
Shrine of the Bab on MI. Carmel. 

EnITORIiIJ.. NOTE: The foregoing re~ 
ports were the only ones available 
to BAHA'i NEWS at press time, al
though undoubtedly many other com
munities observed the Anniversary 
of the Martyrdom of the Bab with 
special meetings. 

CONFERENCE ON 
TRAINING OF CHILDREN 

A very successful conference on 
the training of children was held in 
Dayton, Ohio, May 29, with the coop
eration of the Area Teaching Com
mittee (see preliminary report in 
BAH~'i NEWS, August, page 14). 

The theme of the conference was a 
paragraph from one of the Tablets of 
'Abdu'l-Baha (see Baha'i World 
Faith, page 383) stressing four areas 
of training of children. The topics 
for discussion were these four areas, 
as follows: 

1. Nurture them from the breast of 
the love of God. 

2. Urge them toward spiritual mat
ters, to turn Wlto God. 

Some BaM'is of Holland. from Amsterdam, BussUJn, Voorburg~ Rotterdam and 
The Hague, gathered together on the ooca.sion of the Nineteen Day Feast of Lich&, 

June 5, 1955, in Tbe Hape. 
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3. To acquire good manners, best 
characteristics and praiseworthy vir
tues and qualities in the world of 
humanity. 

4. Study sciences with the utmost 
diligence. 

Each topic was introduced by the 
reading of carefully chosen passages 
from such books as Baha'i PTayeTs~ 
Divine Art of Living, and Baha'i 
World Faith, after which the subject 
was opened for discussion of ques
tions and problems in the various 
areas of training and how parents, 
teachers, individual Baha'is, and. the 
Baha'i community and its institutIons 
can assist in answering them. 

The report from the Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'i-:-: of Dayton 
noted the following highlights of the 
conference: 

1. The love that needs to surround 
the child must come not only from 
his parents but from others in the 
community. 

2. The child needs to feel that he 
is wanted and loved by all. 

a. The child is never too young to 
learn to pray. 

4. The children's classes and other 
Baha'i activities should not be 
viewed as competitive with Christi
anity, but rather as being inclusive 
and fulfilling. 

5. Constant contact with other 
Bahil'i young people (schools, con~ 
ferences, etc.) is necessary to de
velop a wholesome attitude of being 
different. 

6. Finally, the best teacher is that 
parent, friend, or community that 
sets an "example" for the child to 
follow. 

Area Teaching Committees and 
Baha'i communities tbroughout the 
country may welI find that confer
ences such as this will give great 
impetus to Baha'i child education, 
and since the subject of religious 
education of children is of concern 
10 most parents and teachers, such 
conferences would undoubtedly re~ 
ceive good local publicity. 

BOOKS FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
It is encouraging to see the wide

spread interest of the friends in 
placing books at the disposal of the 
public throughout the country. In g~
ing over quantities of mail, the LI
brary Service Committee is asked 
many questions, some of which can 
be answered here. 

Many of the friends have been dis
turbed by the subject headings for 
Baha'i books in the Library of Con
gress. We are happy to share with 
you a letter on this subj ect from 
Horace Holley, Secretary of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly: rIA letter 
has come from the Editor of the 
Decimal Classification, Library of 
Congress, assuring us that the Eahil 'f 
classification will be corrected in the 
16th edition. That is, the Faith will 
no longer be listed under Islam. 
When the 16th edition will appear or 
what the new decimal classification 
number will be, we do not know." 

We are often asked what books are 
most snitable to be placed in public 
libraries. Lists of such books may 
be found in BAHA'i NEWS for Decem
ber, 1954, page 4; March 1955, page 
8; and April, 1955, page 5. Bound 
copies of Foundations of WOTld Unity 
may now be obtained from the 
Baha'i Publishing Trust in Wilmette. 
This makes an excellent gift to a 
public library. We find that The 
Promised Day is Come is sometimes 
confused with The PTomise of all 
Ages. The latter is more appropriate 
as an introduction to the Faith for 
general readers. 

Sometimes the friends ask us what 
books are to be found in the libraries 
in their localities. Our committee is 
too small to be able to ans wer many 
such inquiries. You may easily find 
this out by going to the library and 
looking in the card catalogue or ask
ing the librarian. 

We are, of course, happy to know 
that you intend to place a certain 
book in your public library, but what 
we really want to know is that the 
book has been placed. Don't forget to 
notify us when the book actually 
goes in. And be careful to give US the 
correct name of the library, not 
merely that of the town where it is 
located. 

Your attention is caJled to the 
change in the name of this commit~ 
tee as indicated below. Correspond~ 
enc'e should be sent to the secre
tary, Miss Flora Emily Holtes,. 406 
West Iowa Street, Urbana, IllinOlS. 
-NATIONAL LIBRARy SERVICE COMMITTEE 

AREA NEWS BULLETINS 

The Southwestern States Area Bu1· 
letin for July announced that enroll
ments of Baha'is in this area for 
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1954-1955 were double thos e of the 
previous year. 

Members of the Tennessee Valley 
States Area Teaching Committee 
held Conferences with Baha'is in the 
following communities~ to consult on 
ways of effective teaching: Louis. 
ville, Kentucky; Chattanooga (goa! 
city), Nashville and Memphis, Ten
nessee; and Jackson, Mississippi. 
The last·named conference was at· 
tended by pioneers from the goal 
cities of Meridian and Gulfport, 
Mississippi. 

The New England States Area 
Teaching Committee's Bu1letin tells 
of several public meetings and fire
sides held during Ju1y and August, in 
Ha mden and Stamford I Connecticut; 
in Falmouth and Plymouth, Massa
chusetts ; in Jaffrey, New Hamp. 
shire; and in Brattleboro and Derby 
Line, Vermont. Mr. Horace Holley 
was the speaker at the Stamford 
meeting, Mr. Matthew Bullock at the 
meetings held in Falmouth and Ply
mouth. Mr. Guy Murchie addressed 
the Jaffrey meeting which was held 
at the Amos Fortune Forum July 22, 
and was attended by two hundred 
people. 

Many joint community Conferences 
have been held in the North Atlantic 
States Area, according to this Com
mittee's Bulletin. Baha'is from Clos
ter, Westwood, Oradell, Harrington 
Park, Par am us and New Milford, 
New Jersey, gathered for a Confer~ 
ence picnic on July 17. The regular 
Westchester (New York) Conference 
was held in Yonkers. Several of this 
Area's '·Projects" held Conferences: 
Southern New York in Albany, at 
which Mrs. Nura Mobine told of her 
trip to Latin America; Southwestern 
New York and Erie (Pennsylvania) 
in Jamestown. New York, at which 
John Carew of Erie pointed out that 
"by only attending Baha'i functions 
and by socially visiting ou1y our 
Baha'i friends, we never meet new 
contacts"; Northwestern New York, 
in Niagara Falls; and Long Island, 
New York, in Levittown. 

Deepening Cia .... 

Several Baha'i communities have 
been making their own Hsurnmer 
schools " by holding deepening 
classes during the summer months, 
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to revitalize themselves in prepara
tion for intensive teaching work to 
achieve the goals ahead. Among the 
commWlities reporting study of the 
Advent of Divine Justice are San 
Diego (Clairemont), California, and 
Helena, Montana. Butte, Montana, 
studied Bahil'u'IlBh's Epistle to the 
Son of the Wolf. Wilmette, DUnois, 
held an Institute on the Covenant 
and Administration, and GrangeyiYle, 
Idaho, reported that regular deepen
ing classes were continuing through
out the summer. This shows the real 
Baha'l spirit-if you can't go to a 
summer school, bring the summer 
school idea to your Community. 

Extension T eachi"9 
The Northwestern States Area Bul

letin reports that extension teaching 
work is being done by the Boise, 
Idaho, Spiritual Assembly in Poca
tello, Idaho, a goal city. 

BAHA'i ON CAMPUS 

At the University of Iowa, in Iowa 
City, and at Cornell College in Mt. 
Vernon, Iowa, Graham Conroy, a 
student at the University of Iowa, has 
been putting on a one-man Baha'i 
teaching campaign, according to the 
Central States Area Teaching Com
mittee Bulletin. He has issued per. 
sonal invitations, had publicity in the 
Daily Iowan and Iowa City PTess 
Citizen~ and displ ayed picture s of the 
Bah,,'j Temple throughout the Uni
versity buildings. He spoke by invi
tation to a student group at the 
Methodist Church in Iowa City, to a 
class of thirty-two students at the 
University of Iowa School of Reli
gion, and was member of a sym. 
posium, with a Catholic priest and a 
professor of Judaism, discussing 
the "philosophy of the history of re
ligion," presented in the University 
of Iowa Department of History. 

YOUTH CONFERENCES 
TO BE HELD 

The National Bah,,'j Youth Com
mittee is announcing the first Youth 
Conferences of the year, to be held 
October 22 and 23 in places to be 
designated by the Area Teaching 
Committees. Baha'is and non-Baha'is 
are to take part in this Conference, 
which takes as its theme "Finding 
the True Unity, H in each of the thir
teen national Areas. 

SALES COMMITTEE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Temple Model Still Available 
The Baha'i Sales Committee wishes 

to remind the friends that the attrac
tive Temple Model is still available. 
The model stands 9% inches high 
and is 11:r4 inches wide (see photo 
in BAHA'i NEWS, March, 19-55, page 
3), and lends itself effectively for 
local displays. It can be purchased 
at a cost of $15_00, from Baha'i Sales 
Committee, c/o Mr. H. E. Walrath, 
909 West Foster Street, Chicago 40, 
Illinois. 

Greatest Name Plaque. 
A new shipment from Florence, 

Italy, of the tooled leather plaques 
with the Greatest Name in gold let
tering has been received by the Sales 
Committee. These may also be or· 
dered from this Committee. The 
price is $3.50. 

The Principle of Religious Unity. 
Talk. given by 'Abdu'l-Baha in 
Temple Emmanu-EI in San Fran
cisco in 1912. Text is the same as the 
pamphlet, "Christians, Jews and 
Muhammadans/' now out of print, 
This is a limited supply of a special 
edition prepared by the form er 
Baha'i Public Relations Committee 
some years ago. Eight pages, 81hxll. 
Six copies (minimum order) .. $ .25 
Thirty copies .................. $1.00 

Baha'i Archives, CoJorprint, (Spe. 
cial Quantity Price,) Description of 
this print is listed on page 23 of June, 
1955 BAHA'I NEWS. This was produced 
at the special directive of Shoghi Ef
fendi with the request that it be dis
tributed widely throughout the 
Baha'j world. Will you help to ac
complish this? 
Per copy (as previously listed) .$ .30 
Twelve copies ................. $3.00 

DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS 
AT HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Baha'i House of Worship at 
Wilmette, Illinois, is dedicated to the 
Unity of God, the Unity of His 
Prophets, the Unity of Mankind. In 
this spirit, public worship is con
ducted each Sunday at 3:30 P.M. in 
the auditorium_ Readers at these de-
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votional programs include Baha'is 
and guests. Choral selections are by 
the Baha'i House of Worship A Cap
pella Choir. 

The programs for the month of 
August foll()w: 

Order of Devotions - August 7, 1955 

The VUTPDse oj God in creating man hath 
been, and tom ever be, to enable him to know 
his Creator and to attain Hi$ Presence_ To 
this mo.s-c exceUent aim, th.is supreme ob. 
jective, aU the heavenly Book$ 4nd th.e d£. 
vinely-revea!ed and weighty Scriptures -un· 
equivocally bear wi.tness.-BaM:'u'lliih. 

CHORAL SELECTION 
He SftaZ[ Give His Angels Charge OVer Thee 

-Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayers and Meditations, CLXI, p. 253 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Jeremiah 31:31·35: 32:38-40; Isaiah 2:10.11; 
34: 1; Psalm 100 

NEW TESTAMENT 
John 14:1-4 

QUR'AN 
Sura I; XXXV:l-3 

CHORAL SELECTION 
C'herubtm Song-Dimitri BQrtniansky 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, pp. Mo66, p. 70, p. MS; CXl, p. 

217; Prayers and Meditations, p. I'll 
Prayers and Meditations, IV, p. 6 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Send Forth Thy Sp'irit-Schuetky 

Order of Devotions - August 14, 1955 

K1W1.O ye not why We created goo aU from 
the same dust? That no one sPtouh:l e.ralt 
himsell over the other. Ponde2" m ali times til 
YOUT hearts how ye were created.. Since We 
Jmve created you aU frum one same sub· 
stance it is incumbent on l10U to be etJe1L as 
one soul, to walk with the same teet, eat with. 
th.e same mouth and dwell in the same land, 
that from l/OUT inmost being', by your deeds 
and actf.ons. the signs of 0'ILI!"ne8'.l and the 
essence oj detachment may be made ma:ni
fest.-Baba 'u'l1ah 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Judge Me, 0 God-Felix Mendelssohn Bar· 

tholdy 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayers and Meditations, LIX, p. 94; Glean
ings, pp. 288-289 

BHAGAVAD-GITA (Hindu Scriptures) 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Isaiah 64:8-9; Malachi 2:10; Leviticus 19:1, 
2, 17, 18: 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Acts 17:24-28: I John 2:9-11; Galatians 5:13 

QUR'AN 
Sura XLII:22; II:209 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Bow DQWn nunc Ear-Haydn M. Morgan 

BARA·I SACRED WRITINGS 
The Hidden Words of BahA'U'lJa.h (from the 

Arabic), No. 68; Gleanings, w- 211J.219; 
The World Order of Baba 'u'ni-h, pp. 2021-203 

Prayers and Meditations, XXIII, p. 211 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Hear My prayeT, 0 Lord-A. A. Arkhang· 
elsky 

Order of Devotions - August 21, 1955 

o S01'l 01 Man! I wved thy ct'eill:iotl, h.ence I 
created thee_ WheTejore, do thou love Me, that 
I may name thy name and tHE thy soul wi.th 
the spirit 01 life.-BaM'u'JJAh 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Alleluia! We Sin9 with. Joy-Jacob Handl 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayer3 and Meditations, CXXXIX. p. 227; 

Gleanings, p. 340 
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OLD TESTAMENT 
Genesis 2:7; 1:26, 21; Isaiah 64:8, 9; Psalm 

8:1. 3-7 

QUR'AN 
SUra L:7-11, 14, 15 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Ble:tsed Is the Spot {Prayer of BaM'u'lliih)

Charles WolcoU 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings. p. Z59-260; pp. 326-327; p. 194 
Prayers and Meditations, LlX, p. 94 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Now We Sing Thy Prllise-Tschesnokoff 

Order of Devotions - August 28, 1955 

Faith in God, «TId the knowtedge 01 Him 
..,annot be JuUy realized except through be
lievin!1 in aIt that hath PToceeded from Him. 
and by pracUcing all that He hath cam
manded and alt that is revea.i.ed ift the Book 
[Tom the Supreme Pen.-Baha'u'llAh 

CHORAL SELECTION 
o Lord, Increase My Faith-Orlando Gib

bens 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers and Meditations, XXIX. p. 33 
Gleanings, XXXVII. p. 86 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Psalms 1 :1-4: M:l-8 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Hebrews 11 :1-'1 

QUR'AN 
SUra XXIV:41-52 

CHORAL SELECTION 
The Desert Shan Blossom As the Rose-Paul 

Christiansen 
BAHA'r SACRED WRITINGS 

Baha'i World Faith, D, 188; Gleanings, p. 
251, p. 337, p. 33B; LXXUI, p. 140 

CHORAL SELECTION 
F..-om the Sweet.Scented streams (Prayer of 
Baha 'u 'Uah) -Charles Wolcott 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Baha'I Prayers, p. 93 

COM Mll'TEES 

North Atlantic States Area Teaching 
Mr. Fred Sudhop (delete) 

Convention Arrangements 

FEASTS 
September 8-'lzzat, Might 
September 21-Ma'ibiyyat, Will 

PROCLAMATION DAY 
September 23-to proclaim Ameri

ca's spiritual mission; to observe 
the anniversary of the introduc. 
tion of the Faith to America. 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
September 2, 3, 4, 5 

"Glory be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gathered under 
the shadow of Thy mercy and they 
are united through Thy favor and 
generosity. a Lord! Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine jor them every good 
through Thy bounty and grace ... u 

-BAHA1u-'LLAH 
Chicago, Illinois-Miss Bette Dee to Mr. 

Thomas West, July 2, 1955. 
Maywood, Illinois-Miss Alice Jean 

Svendsen to Mr. William John Smith, 
April 30, 1955. 

BAHA'i DIRECTORY CHANGES 
Indiana 

SEPTEMBER, 1955 

Wilmette, Illinois-Mrs. Eleanor H. 
Reeves to Mr. William Haithcox. 
August 14, 1955. 

Beverly, Massachusetts-Miss Eliza
beth Small to Mr. O. Rodney Dryman, 
July 18, 1955. 

Bevedy, Massachusetts-Miss Mimi O. 
Sheinfeld to MI'. Conrad JelIer, June 
29, 1955. 

New York. New York-Mrs. Mollie Ada. 
do to MI'. Myron Schlesinger, July 5, 
1955. 

Columbus, Ohio-Miss Margaret K. 
Lothes to Mr. James G. Coleman, JUDe 
I. 1955. 

"Death pTojJereth unto every con· 
jident believer the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestoweth joy, and is the 
beareT 0/ gladness. It con/eTreth the 
gift 0/ everlasting Ii/e." 

Mrs. Kathryn Blake 
Miami. Florida 
July 29, 1955 

Mrs. H. C. Bowen 
Santa Cruz, California 
July 6, 1955 

Mrs. J osefene A. Duval 
Muskegon, Michigan 
July 4, 1955 

-BAHi'vLLAB 

Mrs. Mathilde Gilligan 
Seneca Falls, New York 
July 11, 1955 

Fort Wayne: Mrs. Mildred Hohnes, 2005lh St. Joe Blvd. 
Iowa 

Waterloo: Mrs. Virginia V. Finch, 102% Cottage Grove Ave. 
Mr. J. Harvey Redson. Chairman (correction) 

Temple Worship 
Massachusetts 

Boston: Mrs. Marion Hepper, 687 Boylston St., Zone 16. 
Mrs. Florence Gibson (add; omitted in error) 

ASSEMBLY SECRETARIE.'S 

Arizona 
Phoenix: Mrs. Genay Thompson, 2210 West Flower 

California (North) 
Millbrae: Mrs. Anne Ferrari, Sec. Pro Tern, 313 Taylor Blvd. 

California (South) 
South Gate (delete-not an assembly) 

Colorado 
Jefferson County: Mrs. Julie B. Hathaway, 6307 W. 38th 
Ave .• Wbeatridge 

New York (West) 
Hamburg Twp.: Mrs. Ruth Thorpe, 51t) South Park Ave., 
Hamburg. 
Syracuse: Mrs. Mildred Hurst, 418 Fabius St .• Apt. 705. 

North Carolina 
Greensboro: Miss Elah Cowart, 707 Summit Ave. 

Puerto Rico 
(area not defined): Mr. Francisco Perez, Ave. Borinquen 
1960, Santurce 

Washington 
SeatUe: Mrs. Doris Dahl, 9643 60th Ave., South 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies of 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the 'first day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1955·56: Mrs. Eunice Braun, 
Mrs. Beatrice Ashton, Miss Charlotte Linfoot. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Dlinois. U.S.A. 
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The Triumph of His Undefeatable Faith 
Message fro:rn the Guardian 

Mysterious dispensations (01) ever-watchful Provi
dence, hastening, through turmoil (and) trial, (the) 
triumph (01) His undeleatable Faith, dictating (at) this 
critical hour (the) sudden deterioration (01 the) situa
tion confronting (the) largest community (of the) BahB.'i 
world, as evidenced (by the) violent recrudescence (of 
the) persecution afflicting intermittently, (for) over (a) 
century, its members residing (in) Baha'u'llih's native 
land. 

Following (the) seizure (and the) destruction (of the) 
dome (of the) community's national administrative 
headquarters, (the) occupation (of) similar institutions 
(in) all provinces, (th~) government declaration (to 
the) Majlis outlawing (the) Faith (and a) virulent press 
(and) radio campaign, distorting its history. calumniat
ing its Founders, misrepresenting its tenets (and) 
obscuring its aims (and) purposes, (a) series (of) 
atrocities (has been) perpetrated (in) rapid succession 
(throughout the) length (and) breadth (of the) land 
against members (of a) sorely.tried community. 

(The) House (of the) Bab, (the) foremost Shrine (in) 
trim, (has been) twice desecrated (and) severely 
damaged; Baha'u'llflh's ancestral Home (at) Takur 
occupied; (the) house (01 the) Bab's uncle razed (to the) 
ground; shops, farms plundered; crops burned, live
stock destroyed; bodies disinterred (in the) cemeteries 
(and) mutilated; private houses- broken into,-, damaged. 
(and) looted; adults execrated (and)·· beaten;· young 
women abducted (and) forced (to) marry Muslims; 
children mocked, reviled, beaten (and) expelled (from 
the) schOOls; boycott (by) butchers (and) bakers im
posed; fifteen-year-<>ld girl raped; eleven-month-<>ld 
baby trampled underfoot; (and) pressure brought (to) 
bear (upon) believers (to) recant (their) Faith, 

More recently (a) family (of) seven, (the) oldest 
eighty, (the) youngest nineteen, residing (in) Hurmuzak 
(of the) Province (of) Yazd, (were) set upon (by a) 
mob two thousand strong, accompanied (by) music 
(of) drums (and) trumpets, (which) hacked them (to) 
pieces with spades (and) axes. Meanwhile (an) official 
circular (has been) issued (by the) Prime Minister, 
addressed (to) Government Departments ordering (the) 
expulsion (of) all Baha'i employes refusing (to) recant. 

(This) highly distressing situation threatens (to) 
worsen (during) MuJ:tarram (and) Salar. 

Reacting (to these) barbarous acts, over (al thousand 
groups (and) local Assemblies (of the) Baha'i world 
appealed telegraphically (to the) authorities, (and) all 
National Assemblies addressed written communications 
(to the) Shah, (the) government (and) parliament, 
pleading (lor) justice (and) protection. 

Finding written pleas unanswered, (an) appeal (has 
been) lodged (with) United Nations (by) representatives 
(of the) International Baha'i Community (at) Geneva. 
Copies (of the) appeal (were) delivered (to) represent
atives (of) member nations (01 the) Social (and) Eco
nomic Council, (the) Director (of the) Human Rights 
Division (and) certain specialized agencies (of) non
governmental organizations with consultative status. 
Furthermore, President Eisenhower who, according (to 
the) newspapers, first mentioned the persecutions at a 
Press Conference in Washington, (has been) appealed 
to (by) the National representatives (of the) American 
Baha'i Community (and) all Assemblies (and) groups 
(in the) United States (to) intervene (on) behalf (of 
their) oppressed sister community. 

Whatever (the) outcome (of the) present heart
rending events, one fact emerges clear (and) indis
putable. God's inlant Faith, prOVided, through (the) 
operation (of a) quarter-centurY-long process associated 
with the first epoch (of the) lormative age (of the) 
Faith, (with the) machinery (of a) divinely. appoinllld 
Administrative-Order,· (and) utilizU>g. (in the) c<>urse· 
(of the) succeeding epoch, through (the) formulation (of 
a) series (of) national plans, culminating (in the) launch
ing (01 the) World Crusade, (the) newly-born adminis
trative agencies for (the) systematic propagation (of 
the) Faith, (is) now gradually emerging from obscurity 
(in the) wake (of the) ordeal convulsing (the) over
whelming majority (01 the) followers (of the) Faith, 

(The) world-wide reverberations (of) this nation-wide 
commotion will be hailed (by) posterity (as the) mighty 
blast (of) God's trumpet designed (to) awaken, through 
(the) instrumentality (of) its oldest, most redoubtable, 
most vicious, most fanatical adversaries, countless mul
titudes, (and the) Chancelleries (and) Chief Magistrates 
(of the) East (and 01 the) West, (to the) existence (and) 
implications (of the) Faith proclaimed (by) His Messen
ger (In) this Day. This long-desired, ardently-hoped-for 
emergence, itself (a) long-dravm-out process, (is) bound 
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All cases are ma.rked with S.E. (the 

ltalia.u abbl'evla Uon for His Eminence). 
port of des1ination. conten1~ and the 
prGlTessive number of each case, as 
shown above. View at upper right gives 
detaU of one car. At right, cases are be

ing loaded on ship by giant cranes, l\la
Cerlal shipped consisted of all the cover
in.r of tbe podium of the building. eight 
complete columbS, Ii bases, 15 carved 
ca.pitals, plus the complete stain:ase. 
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IMPORTANCE OF PREPARING 
FOR NEW NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLIES IN THE 
WESTERN HEMISPHERE 

One of the directives given to the 
Hands of the Cause to guide their 
efforts and those of the Members 
of the Auxiliary Board this year 
concerns the preparations which 
are required for the formation of 
new National Assemblies. The fol
lowing passage in a letter received 
from the Hands of the Cause in the 
Holy Land reveals very clearly the 
strong emphasis laid by the Guardian 
on this task of the World Crusade. 

"Now that he has fixed a time 
limit for the formation of new Na
tional and Regional Bodies in the 
Western Hemisphere: that of 
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Ala ska, and two in Central America 
and two in South America to be 
elected in 1957, the teaching work 
becomes of crucial importance dur
ing the coming year. The believers 
must be made to realize that, unless 
a tremendous effort is put forth be
fore April 21, 1956, they will not 
have succeeded in laying a broad 
and worthy found a tion for the new 

:National Body and Regional Bodies. 
Indeed the work of consolidation at 
this time has reached a crucial point. 
" .. If the Baha'Is do not arise now 
and devote every effort to multiply
ing the local Assemblies in Alaska 
and the La tin American republics, 
they will find that their National 
Bodies when elected rest on a weak 
foundation, and have missed their 

] 
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In the photo a.bove one case conta.lning .. third of a. column is being 
lowered In the hold of the ship. At right the Captain of tbe S.S. Nakhshon 
and Dr. Ugo Glacbery~ Ha.nd of the Cause. supervise tbe loading of the 

shipment. The steamer was due in Halfa on. August 2~ 1955. 
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historic opportunity to come into be
ing as Bodies truly representative of 
the community they are to serve." 

This excerpt is published in the 
hope that it will reach the hearts 
of many who might arise and pioneer 
in one of these areas. All corres
pondence on the subject should be 
addressed to the Western Hemi
sphere Teaching Committee-. 

Mrs. Corinne True, Horace Hol1ey, 
Paul E. Haney 

-HANDS OF THE CAUSE 

APPEALS TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

The Guardian's direction that the 
National Assembly of the United 
States address a telegram and a 
letter to President Eisenhower ap
pealing for his intervention on behalf 
of the persecuted Iranian Baha'is, 
and that telegrams appealing for his 
intervention be sent by local Assem
blies and groups, has evoked a wide 
response. By September 7. 331 mes
sages had been sent by Ass-emblies 
and groups according to data re
ceived by the National Assembly. 

'I11.ese messages have been ac~ 
knowledged by the Department of 
State in a letter which incidentally 

states: "I would be grateful if you 
could find some way to let these 
many groups know of the interest the 
Department is taking. U 

The action of all these Assemblies 
and groups in addressing the Presi
dent is gratefully commended by the 
National Assembly. It demonstrates 
the power of unified action released 
whenever grave Baha'i interests are 
at stake. 

It must be realized that the letter 
from the Department of State im
plies that the appeals were referred 
to that Department by the White 
House and nothing in the way of pu h
lie Presidential action can be ex
pected. 

There has been close- National As
sembly contact with the Department 
since the persecutions began. and the 
Department has taken such action 
as is proper and possible in making 
representations to the Iranian gov
ernment. 

-NATIONAL SPlRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

THE HEART OF THE 
BAHA'I COMMUNITY 

Beloved friends: 
The :intention, and the ability, of 

the Baha'fs today to develop a world 
community inspired with love for 
God, reverence for His law, and jus
tice and consideration for all types 
of human beings, are not only the 
greatest matters being undertaken 

on earth today; they are the greatest 
undertaking humanity has ever as
sumed. Town by town, country by 
country, by tens and by scores and 
by hundreds, the believers who have 
responded to the Proclamation of 
Bahik'u'llah pursue this sacred mis
sion. 

Without changing their residence, 
they have changed their hearts· 
without abandoning their family 0; 
professional responsibilities, they 
work with a new mind. In a society 
stricken by fear they build a society 
of firmest conviction. Surrounded by 
conditions reflecting injustice, in
equity, prejudice and lawlessness, 
the Bah .. 'ls are they who by unity 
know that evil will -be bar-red out, 

. ·'and by activity--for- ·the sake "or"His 
Cause soul sickness and contagion 
are left behind. 

This is the most mysterious proc~ 
ess of the ages. It is as though in 
an ancient rug, once beautiful, now 
rent, discolored and outworn, certain 
threads CQuld be used again, and 
these threads are pulled from the 
old rug and rewoven in a new design. 

The pulsating heart in this process 
of society-building is a social insti
tution imbued with spiritual signifi~ 
cance, the Nineteen Day Feast. 

The Nineteen Day Feast is not one 
of many Baha'i meetings. It is not 
an occasion or gathering which any 
Bahati can deem to be incidental to 
some other, more important duty. 
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The Nineteen Day Feast is the shut
tle which, in the hands of the Divine 
Artist, weaves into the new Pattern 
all those threads which are strong 
enough to serve His purpose. 

Groups study, individuals pray, 
Assemblies deliberate, committees 
plan. All this is essential and neces
sary, but nothing on earth today has 
the specific and functional purpOse 
of the Nineteen Day Feast - the 
builder of the world community 
which must demonstrate the Most 
Great Peace. 

"The Nineteen Day Feast was in
augurated by the Bab and ratified 
by Baha'u'llah, in His Holy Book, the 
Aqdas, so that people may gather 
together and outwardly show fellow
ship and love, that the Divine mys
teries may be disclosed." uThe 
Nineteen Day Feast has been de
scribed by the Guardian as the 
foundation of the World Order of 
Bah&' 'u'llah ... Baha'is should re
gard this Feast as the very heart of 
their spiritual activity, their partici
pation in the mystery of the Holy 
Utterance, their steadfast unity one 
with another in a mystery raised 
high above the limitations of race, 
class, nationality, sect, and their 
privilege of contributing to the pow
er of the Cause in the realm of col
lective action." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

(Tfli.s tetter i8' repn.nted tor speclal cansid
eratLon by new beI1eVers and the smaller 
communUies.-N.S.A .J 

PIONEER LmERS 
Further Report on Africa 

In Baha'i News Letter the Asia 
Teaching Committee of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
India, Pakistan and Burma author
ized publica tion of an interesting 
pioneer letter from Mr. F. Rooz
behyan, from which the following 
excerpt is taken: 
Gambia (African goal territory as
signed to the National Spiritual ru
sem bly of India) 

'IFollowing my last week's letter 
I went to Birkama, a town about 
twenty-five miles from Bathurst 
with a population of about 15,000 
people, on last Saturday, and am 
very happy to report that I had a 

f 

TRUMPET BLASTS 

In God pusses By (pages 33-34) the Guardian states: 

"A little over four years had elapsed since the birth of the Bab's 
Revelation when the trumpet-blast announcing the formal extinction 
of the old, and the inauguration. of the new Dispensation was sounded. 
No pomp, no pageantry marked so great a turning-point in the world's 
religious histo.ry. Nor was its modest setting commensurate with such 
a sudden, startling, complete emancipation from the dark and em
battled forces of fanaticism, of priestcraft, of religious orthodoxy and 
superstition. The assembled host consisted of no more than a single 
woman and a handful of men, mostly recruited from the very ranks 
they were attacking, and devoid, with few exceptions, of wealth, 
prestige and power. The Captain of the host was Himself an absentee, 
a captive in the grip of His foes. The arena was a tiny hamlet in the 
plain of Badamt on the border of Mazindaran. The trumpeter was a 
lone woman, the noblest of her sex in that Disperu;ation, whom even 
some of her co-religionists prono.unced a heretic. The call she sounded 
was the death-knell of the twelve hundred year old law of Islam. 

"Accelerated, twenty years later. by another trumpet-blast, an
nouncing the formulatio.n of the laws of yet another Dispensation, 
this process of disintegration, associated with the declining fortunes 
o.f a superarmuated, though divinely revealed Law, gathered further 
momentum, precipitated, in a later age, the annullment of the 
Sbari' a.lt canonical Law in Turkey. led to the virtual abandonment 
of that Law in Sbicah Persia, has, more recently, been responsible 
for the dissociation of the System envisaged in the Kitab-i-Aqdas 
from the Sunni ecclesiastical Law in Egypt, has paved the way for 
the recognition of that System in the Holy Land itself, and is destined 
to culminate in the secularization of the Muslim states, and in the 
universal recognition of the Law of Baha'u'llah by all the nations, 
and its enthronement in the hearts of all the peoples, of the Muslim 
world." 
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tremendous success which I never 
expected at all. There I met an ac
quaintance who.m I had met in 
Bathurst at several football games 
and had given him the message but 
he did not seem to be interested and 
I told him that I had come to 
Birkama to speak to some few peo
ple about the Baha', Faith. When I 
told him this, he ad vised me to go 
to the Muslim Mosque and await 
him, because he was going to bring 
a large number of his friends. After 
waiting for about half an hour all 
at once I saw a large number of 
people coming towards the Mosque 
and at first I was taken aback be
cause I thought that they may be 
coming to ptulish me for defiling 
their Mosque with my footsteps, but 
later I found that all saluted me in 
Islamic fashion and surrounded me. 
My friend also came towards me 
and stood beside me to translate 
my words to those who could not 
understand. At first I was too dazed 
to be able to speak but later I men-

tioned the Greatest Name and asked 
Bahil'u'llab to help me. Receiving 
strength I began first by giving them 
the prophecies from Qur' an for this 
Faith regarding the appearance of 
Mahdi (Bab) and Masaya (Baha
'u'lHlh) and then I gave a short his
tory of Faith and at the end the 
principles of this Holy Faith. On 
conclusion I a sked them whether 
any person wished to. ask any ques
tion and only one person asked that 
whether in this Faith a black man 
will have the same status as a white 
man and I replied that this Faith 
abolishes all sorts of prejudices es
pecially for color, and whether 
white, black, yellow or red every
one is to be considered as hum an 
and all should love each other t and 
this reply satisfied him so much 
that he at once came forward and 
asked me to enlist him as a Baha'i." 

Asia 
The following excerpts are taken 

from reports received by the United 
States Asia Teaching Committee. 
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Cook Islands 

Mrs. Edith M. Danielsen, pioneer, 
writes the following dramatic ac· 
count of the effect of establishing 
her home On the beach at Muri: 

"The people started flocking in at 
the end of the first week when the 
generator was hooked up and the 
Hammond electric organ sounded 
the first resonant tones. They loved 
it. Their main fascination seemed to 
be that my foot also played notes. 
. . . The next few nights brought 
droves of people-thirty.five in the 
house, twenty outside the lattice. 
and ten hanging over the windowsill 
back of the organ. . . .So many 
young men were here every night 
that the Kekau shack soon bee am'" 
known as the YMBC (Young Men', 
Baha'i Club)! One young man, who. 
it seems, stood on the road and di
rected the others down here, was 
nicknamed 'the prophet.' 

"Out of this number came the 
few who were sincerely interested 
in the Faith. They asked for weekly 
firesides-which started immediate
ly. Some of these were not going 
fast enough and they asked for pri
vate study classes. Out of this there 
was one who still wasn't goinl:{ fast 
enough so we had daily lessons. 
March 8th he beca me the first Cook 
Islander Baha'i. 

"The big groups coming every 
night took their toll in fatigue, as 
those who wished to discuss the 
Faith rem ained after the other s left 
which was often at midnight. Final~ 
ly it was decided that Wednesday 
night sbould be for Baha'i discus
sion only-no music or colored 
slides. The following night became 
'community night' when everyone 
could come and it would be for en
tertainment-but Baha'i discussion 
inevitably follows at the end of that 
night also." 

Korea 
William H. Maxwell, Jr., feU in 

love with Korea while stationed 
there with the U.S. Armed Forces, 
secured his discharge there, and is 
now professor of English in Chon
nam University~ and therefore the 
first resident American pioneer in 
that land. He writes: 

"I am in love with Korea, the 
people, the scenery, my job, every
thing. . . . This is not pioneering
a word connoting sacrifice of com
fort and security for the unknown-

this is living. . . .And yet we are 
blessed with those spiritual mo
ments of confirmation, something of 
such power and reality as we had 
thought were reserved for other 
realms. 

"The Korean people are intensely 
human. They love singing and danc
ing; they are acutely curious. 

"Despite their ancient culture 
(1,000 years or more before Japan) 
and their artistic contributions -
they had movable type 200 years 
before the Gutenberg Bible - the 
Koreans are criticized by other ori
ental peoples. This is because they 
are distinct. They remind me a lot 
of the African, and are somewhat 
temperamental like the Mediterra
nean races. Unlike in Japan, these 
babies will squaU their little heads 
off. . . ." 

Mr. Maxwell was provided with 
a beautiful house as part of his 
teaching contract, one, he says, that 
would be the envy of many an Amer
ican housewife. 

('As SOOn as my electric line is in 
I can begin firesides by showing the 
pictures of Haifa and the Temple." 

Canada, New Territories 
The New Territories Committee of 

the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of Canada circulates a 
Round Robin letter among its pio
neers. From the July 15 issue this 
Committee has authorized citation 
of the following pioneer letter: 
Labrador 

Bruce Matthew writes: "About 
three weeks ago I was able to visit 
Happy Valley for the first time. The 
first thing 1 learned on arriving was 
that its correct name is Hamilton 
River Settlement. It is situated on 
the northern bank of the River and 
also On a small island which is con~ 
neeted by a long wooden bridge. 
Some fifteen to twenty yards of this 
bridge was brought down by ice 
about six weeks ago, but it's still 
possible to cross safely. The vast 
majority of the villagers are Indians, 
although there are a few whites: 
clergymen and families. doctors and 
nurses, and the manager of the very 
large Hudson Bay store. There is 
one street a little over a mile long. 
The village is alive with young peo
ple of all ages. It seems that most 
of the villagers own boats and spend 
much t.ime fishing when the river 
isn't frozen. Many of the natives are 
~hy of the camera, but I got several 
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good colored slides including a pan
orama of the village from a hill .... 

"About a week ago while I had 
popped into the new chapel to take 
a look at the pamphlet stand, the 
Methodist Chaplain, who was pass
ing at the time, said, referring to 
the Temple, 'Have you been there?' 
At the time I was holding several 
reprints of the Chicago Tribune in 
my hand. I replied that I had not, 
but that I hoped to go soon. I also 
added that I was a Baha'i. He told 
me he had visited the Temple in 
1934 and described it as magnificent. 
He also told me that when he was 
taking classes in Sunday School in 
the States several of his boys came 
in late one day. He asked their rea
son and was told they had been at
tending classes in the Baha'i Faith. 
The Chaplain told me that he had 
an open mind and asked me to drop 
in some time around five o'clock to 
teU him about the Faith. When we 
parted he assured me that he wou1n 
ensure that the stand was kept well 
stocked with Baha'i pamphlets. " 

JAPAN 

Tokyo C<>nference of 
World Religioni". 

The Baha'i Faith and the Baha'is 
of Japan figured prominently in the 
Conference of World Religionists 
held in Tokyo, August 1-3, attended 
by delegates representing 122 reli
gious groups. The Baha'i Faith was 
officially represented by three dele
gates: Dr. David Earl, representing 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the United States, Philip Marangel
la, and Miss Agnes Alexander. Mr. 
N. Momtazi, official Baha'i delegate 
from frim, was Wlable to attend be· 
cause of illness. Several other 
Baha'is were present as observers 
and assisted in the distribution of 
Baha'i literature. Dr. Earl's paper, 
"God's Plan for Peace." was mime
ographed and distributed to all the 
delegates as one of the important 
addresses, 

For discussion purposes the Con
ference was divided into three pan
els, each of which explored some 
particular aspect of the place of re
ligion in establishing and maintain
ing peace. David Earl was elected 
chairman of the division on "War 
and Peace," and Mr. Marangella as 
chairman of the division on "Re
ligion and Society." 
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cat e d Haziratu'l-
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Alaska 
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A.£. a follow-up to the Conference 
Mr. N. Momtazi and Robert Ima
gire visited the Osaka headquarters 
of the Conference of World Religion
ists, and after discussion of the re
ligions of Japan and the Baha'i 
Faith, they were invited to prepare 
an article on the Baha'i teachings on 
the prevention of war, the causes 
which bring lUlrest to mankind, and 
the Baha'i views on the spiritual 
solution of the problems growing Qut 
of World War II. This is to be pub
lished in a book with articles writ
ten by other delegates to the Con
ference, including one by David Earl. 

-u. S. ASIA TEACHING CaMMI'ITE'E 

ALL-ALASKA 
TEACHING CONFERENCE 

The first All-Alaska Baha'i Teach
ing Conlerence was held July 31 
through August 6 in Anchorage, Alas. 
ka. A total of lorty-three Baha'is at
tended all or part of the Conference, 
the Alaska Teaching Committee re
ports, representing over half the 
Baha'i membership in the Territory 
of Alaska. The opening public con
gress, at which Mrs. Florence May
berry gave the address, was attended 
by fifty-seven people. During the 
week eighteen non-Baha~is attended 
all or part of the Conference sessions. 
Three classes were conducted each 
morning: one on Baha'i administra
tion, led by Rex King of Anchorage; 
one on the Qur'im, by Ted Anderson 
of Whitehorse, Yukon, and a course 
on Spiritual Prerequisites for Living 
the Life, by Mrs, Mayberry. Forums 

were held each afternoon, conducted 
by Janet and Verne Stout as moder
ators. In the evening sessions two 
public lectures were given, tape re
cordings about the early days of the 
Cause were heard, one by Curtis Kcl
s-ey and the other by Juliet Thomp
son, and slides were shown by Betty 
Becker. 

The Alaska Teaching Committee 
reports that highlights of the Con
ference included excellent publicity, 
intense interest on the part of non
Baha'is who attended, and the pres
ence throughout the Conference of 
two friends of the Cause from Cana
da who were deaf mutes, with whom 
one of the friends was able to com
municate with the manual alphabet. 
Baha'is and their friends who at
tended the Conference came from 
Fajrbanks, Juneau, the Anchorage 
area, Seward, Wasilla, Ninilchik and 
the area outside Fairbanks, Alaska, 
and from Whitehorse, Yukon, from 
British Columbia in Canada, and 
from California. 

The Conference was one of five 
steps taken toward building the 
"broad basis!! On which the future 
National Spiritual Assembly of Alas
ka must rest. The fivefold plan of 
the Alaska Teaching Committee in
cludes, besides this Conference, 
doubling the number of Assemblies, 
with Juneau, Ketchikan and the area 
outside of Fairbanks as immediate 
a b j e c t i v e s; multiplication and 
strengthening of groups; filling of 
goals beyond the Arctic Circle, thus 
bringing into the focus of teaching 
plans the native peoples of that re-
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gion; and, finally, the building up of 
existing Communities to fifteen be
lievers. 

CANADIAN NEW TERRITORIES 

The New Territories Committee of 
the Canadian National Spiritual As
sembly reports that pioneering vaca
tion travels were made by several 
Canadian Baha'is to World Crusade 
goal areas under its jurisdiction, 

On Grand Manan Island the pio-
neer, Doris Richardson, was greatly 
assisted in her task of running the 
summer hotel by a visit from an 
Ottawa Baha'i, Katherine Ferguson. 

Several Baha'is have visited the 
pioneers on Magdalen Islands, on St. 
Pierre and Miquelon, on Queen Char
lotte Islands and on Cape Breton 
Island. To the pioneers settled on 
these islands these visits meant 
much. As one expressed it: "I just 
could not recuperate from the pleas
ant shock tha t after two years in 
isolation I had simultaneously three 
guests from different places. I had 
a strange feeling also that this was 
not a coincidence but a plan with 
a definite purpose, that we were 
like four characters from a play in 
search not for an author but for a 
~pjritual 'denouement' \vhich will al
ter our lives or destinies." 

The New Territories Committee 
reports that contacts are being made 
with the Indians in Yellowknife, 
Mackenzie D~strict, as well as in 
the Goose Bay area of Labrador. 
The Yellowknife group is holding 
regular firesides. 
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EUROPE "The hour is now ripe for these Communities . • • to initiate befittingly and 
prosecute energetically the European Campaign oj a global Crusade which will not 

only contribute, to an unprecedented degree, to the broadening and the consoUdat.ion oj the fou.,.... 
dations oJlhe Faith oj Bahti'u'llah on Ihe cOnlinent oj Europe, bitt will also diffuse its Ugh! otler 
the neighboring Vilands, and will, God willing, carry it.s radiance '0 the Eastern terruories of thai. 
continent, and beyond them aJ lar a. the heart 0 f Asia." 

(From the Guardian's Message to the Third Intercontinental Baha'i Teaching Conference, Stockholm, July, 1953.) 

The purchase of the Haziratu'l-Quds of Holland located at 
Rtouwstraat !'7, The Hague, In one of the choice residential 
sections nea.r The Peace Palace, was announced during the 
Fourth Baha'i Benelux Conference held near Amsterdam 
August 6-8. This makes the sixth of the fourteen Ha:r.iratu'l-Quds 
which are to be esta.blished in Europe during the Globa.l Cru
sade, the fifth being the newly acquired Haziratu'1-Quds of 
Denmark in Copenhagen, announced at the Northern Countries 

Conference held the end of July. 

ALL-FRANCE CONFERENCE AND SUMMER SCHOOL 
The Baha'i Conference and Summer School for France 

was held August 12-20 in Lyon. In his communication to 
the Conference the Guardian set Ridvim 1958 as the time 
for formation of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
France, and to implement this uchallenging enterprise" 
he outlined the following objectives: 

"Urgently appeal (to) French (and) American partici
pants (in) momentous, highly challenging enterprise, 
(to) arise unitedly (to) bend (their) energies (in the) 
course (of the) three fast fleeting years separating them 
(from the) consummation (of the) noble task (to) ensure: 
rapid increase (of the) number (of) pioneers (and) na
tive adherents (of the) Faith. multiplication (of) iso
lated centers, groups (and) local Assemblies, transla. 
tion, publication (and) dissemination (of) Baha'i liter~ 
ature, establishment Baha'i endowment, intensification 
(of) publicity. (and) consolidation (of the) institution 
(of the) Summer School." 

Report of the Conference 
The report of the Conference, received through the 

European Teaching Committee, is given here in full: 
"The time is mid~August 1955; the place, Lyon, the 

textile capital of France. Sixty-three believers and eight 
children of Baha'i parents from fourteen localities in 
France and thirteen other cOlmtries are gathered "to
gether for the All-France Conference and Summer 
School in the Hotel Terminus of this city. 

"A cablegram is received from the beloved Guar
dian addressed to the Conference. He refers to this as an 
epoch-making Conference. Why is this conference epoch~ 
making? We can think of many reasons, It is the first 
Conference to be held under the auspices of the Euro
pean Teaching Committee of the National Spiritual As· 
sembly of the United States in collaboration with the 
Paris Assembly, the Mother Assembly of France. It is 
also the first to be held since the arrival and settlement 
of American pioneers in seven cities throughout France 
in response to the Guardian's appeal for pioneers dur~ 
ing the summer of 1954. It is a Conference in which we 
find assembled in the same room, believers who entered 
the Faith in the earliest years of its growth in France, 
through the efforts of the immortal May Maxwell, with 
those who embraced the Faith during the period of the 
last war, and with others, mostly Americans, who have 
only recently arrived in France as pioneers to assist the 
French believers in the propagation of the Faith dur
ing this glorious Ten-Year Global Crusade. All are united 
in this Conference with a single purpose-to discuss ways 
and means of more effectively propagating our be
loved Faith in France, achieving the goals set for us. 
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Bah&'i Conference 

and 

Summer School held. 

in Lyon, France 
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and establishing the Faith on a 
lasting foundation in this country. 
One feels that the resources 
are finally at hand and the hour 
ripe for the widespread diffu
sion of the Teachings of Baha tu 'nah 
in this 'long dormant country'. Al
ready some success has been regis
tered and our hearts are cheered 
by the words of our beloved Guard
ian in his message when he takes 
note of this and says: 'Grieving, 
overburdened heart uplifted (at) 
multiple evidences (of) nation-wide 
propagation (of) Faith of Bah8.'u'llith 
(in the) long dormant country en
joying (the) distinction (of the) first 
(to) be illumined (by) beneficent 
Light (of) His Revelation (on the) 
European Continent . . , 1 One senses 
that a new epoch in the progress of 
the Faith in France has at long last 
dawned and that we stand on the 
threshold of great victories. 

Challenge to American Pioneers 

"The American pioneers are 
deeply moved and challenged by the 
Guardian's statement that they are 
~invested .. . (with) weighty, sacred, 
inescapable responsibilities, vouch
safed glorious opportunity (to) 
hasten (the) germina lion (of) seeds 
sown (by) 'Abdu'l-Baha's own hands 
(in the) course (of) twice repeated 
visit ... ' As if to further quicken 
us in our efforls t the beloved Guardi
an makes the stirring announcement: 
'Moved (at) this auspicious occasion 
(to) announce (to the) attendants (of 

t 

the) epoch-making Conference (the) 
selection (of) Ri<;lvan 1958--marking 
midpoiot (of) Ten-Year Global Cru
sade-as date fixed (for the) for
mation (of the) first historic French 
Baha'i National Spiritual Assembly.' 
Here it is at last; the definite date 
when we shall achieve this milestone 

in the development of the Faith in 
France. The beloved Guardian goes 
on to outline specific objectives 
which must be fulfilled as a neces
sary prerequisite to this crowning 
achievement. Our deliberations in the 
Conference take on new meaning and 
urgency and are oriented towards 

Tbe Northern Countries Bahi!i Conference and Summer School which took p1ace U 
kilometers from Helsinki. Finland, July 25-31, 1955. About Udrty friends from Swe.
den, Norway. Denmark and Helsinki Community in Finland. together with Dr. 
Adelbert Muhlschlegel. Hand of the Cause from Germany. and Miss Edna True, 
Cba.ir:rnan of tbe European Tea.ching Committee, consulted in the Conference and 
studied in the Summer Scbool on the specific tasks of the Global Crusade to be car
ried Ol1t In the North Countries. The most important of these tasks is the forma.tioJl 
durlng Rldva.n 1957 of a Regional National Spiritual Assembly comprising Ute four 
countries mentioned above; tbe purchase of a suita.hle site for a Temple in Stock
holm; purcha..ooes of the Haziratu'l-Quds and the eDdOowments iD the four countries. 
The Danish friends brought the glorious news of the purchase of the HaZ£ratn'l-Quds 

in Copenhagen, Denma.rk. 
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ways and means of speedily and suc
cessfully accomplishing these objec
tives. The need for material means 
to accomplish these objectives be
comes clear and the beloved Guardi
an has realized this well. In his 
loving conSideration, he announces 
his personal contribution of 1000 
pounds towards the 'attainment (of) 
highly meritorious objectives'. 

"Our consultations are highly fruit
ful; they elicit many recommenda
tions and suggestions. The Confer
ence closes on a high note of antici
p a tion of future victories and the 
Summer School opens. We are grate
ful for this opportunity to deepen our 
knowledge and understanding of the 
Teachings as an indispensable re
quisite for the tasks that lie ahead. 
As we study together we inevitably 
draw closer together in a more in
timate relationship, As the Summer 
School draws to a close, we pause 
to reflect on those things which have 
contributed to the success of this 
'epoch-making' conference and his
toric Summer School. A myriad 
scenes cross our minds: 

Highlights of Conference 
and Summer School 

"The glorious assemblage, repre
senting fourteen localities in France 
and thirteen other countries; the 
group of eight children and the large 
number of youth side by side with 
the very old; the visitors from other 
lands, including a youth from as far 
north as Malmo, Sweden, and five 
friends from Barcelona, Spain; the 
presence of two Hands of the Cause, 
Mason Remey, and Ugo Giachery
one, the distinguished President of 
the International Baha'i Council, who 
became a Baha'i in Paris shortly 
after the turn of the century-and 
the other, its Member at Large
their spiritually stimulating adress
eS and wise council; the presence 
of the one to whom 'Abdu'l-Baha 
gave His clear interpretations, now 
published in Some Answered Ques
tions; of two members of the Euro~ 
pean Auxiliary Board; of the dis
tingUished chairman of the European 
Teaching Committee and her excel
lent chairmanship of this Confer
ence; of the European representa
tive of this same Committee in Ge
neva; the inspiring talks, the con
crete and specific proposals and 
recommendations made during the 
consultation periods; the devotional 
meetings on behalf of our persecuted 

Baha'i brethren in idm; the evening 
spent in watching the motion pictures 
and slide projections of the Shrines 
in the Holy Land, and of the Stock
holm Conference; the imposing and 
educational map displays, including a 
large reproduction of the Global Cru
sade goals prepared by the Guard
ian which stretches across the end 
of the hall; two maps of France, one 
cut out of plywood and painted 
white on which is reflected the vari
ous localities in France where 
Baha'is reside; the other, used by 
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munity of Baha'u'llith before all as
sembled; the active participation of 
another recently declared French be
liever; the brilliant public lecture by 
Mlle. Davy, and the consequent live
ly interest in the Faith displayed by 
several new contacts; the loving 
spirit of cooperation on the part of 
our hosts, the LYon Baha'i Com
munity. All these and many more, 
too numerous to recount, come to 
mind and shall be eternally enshrined 
in our memories. 

"The time comes for us to go our 

First Spiritual Assemb1y of the Baba.'is of Nassau, Baha.mas. 
April, 1955 

the Secretary of the Paris Assembly 
in his review of the present status 
of France and future goals; the at
tractively arranged book displays of 
Baha'i literature in French, and pam
phlets and literature in many other 
languages; the large photographs of 
the Shrines in the Holy Land, and 
the drawing of the International Ar
chives now undergoing construction 
which adorn the wall; the electrify
ing atmosphere of the Unity Banquet 
held in the beautiful wood-lined and 
mural-decorated hall which has been 
our Conference site; the spirit of 
fellowship and happiness prevailing 
in this gathering; the anointment by 
the Hand of the Cause, Mason 
Remey, of all present at this banquet 
with attar of roses, and his reference 
to this act as being symbolic of our 
partaking of the fragrances of God 
in the Abha Paradise; the brief ad
dresses on this same occasion by 
representatives from each locality 
;n France; the declaration of a new 
believer during the Conference and 
cf his being welcomed into the Com-

separate ways. It is indeed with a 
feeling of deep regret that we must 
make our departure and journey to 
the various corners of France, but 
we are filled with a new resolve to 
'arise unitedly' to resume our labors 
for our beloved Faith with renewed 
enthusiasm, determination, and 
energy, with deepened consecration 
and devotion, certain that the con
firmations of Baha'u'lla.h will crown 
our efforts and that we shall be as
sisted thereby to win eternal victor
ies for His Cause in this 'spiritually 
famished' land. We call to mind the 
last passage of the Guardian's cable: 
'May (the) close, sustained collab<>
ration (of) French (and) American 
Baha'i communities (in) so vast, im
portant field (of) Western Europe, 
yield such harvest as will notably 
compensate (for the) tragic losses 
sustained (in) Baha'u'Uah's native 
land, as well as bestow abiding can· 
solation (to) long suffering brethren 
(in the) cradle (of) Faith.''' (Re
ported by lrene Marangella) 
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MONTHLY REPORT ON WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 
Third Year National Baha'! Fund 1955-1956 

Total Budget for Entire Year 

a. of September IS, 1955 

Where we are 
$118,000.00 

Where we .h ould be 
$207,000.00 

[Average Monthly Requirements ...... . 

. $550,000.00 

. . $40,000.00) 

Monthly receipt> to date: 
May 1-15 
May 15-June 15 
June 15-July IS 
July 15.Aug. IS 
Aug, IS.Sept, IS 

Total 

Accumulated deficit as of Sep. IS, 1955 

AUSTRALIA 

Auxiliary Board Member to 
Western Australia 

Almost 1500 miles separate the 
Baha'i community of Perth, West
ern Australia, from its closest sister 
communities in Adelaide. South Aus~ 
tralia. But in spite of its isolation, 
Mr. Collis Featherstone, Member of 
the Auxiliary Board, \vho visited 
Perth from June 11 to 16, offers 
congratulations to the Baha'is of 
Perth for the way in which they 
keep a visiting teacher busy. 

During his six-day visit, Mr. 
Featherstone addressed two public 

· $15,500.00 
· $22,500.00 
· $23,500.00 
· $19, 500.00 

. . . . $37,000.00 
. $118,000.00 

$89,000.00 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

----.-------~ 

meetings, spoke at a luncheon, two 
fireside meetings, and a young peo~ 
pIe's fireside of University students, 
apart irom several meetings with 
the Baha'i community. 

Mr. Featherstone visited Parlia
ment House, and later met and in
troduced the Faith to the Premier 
of Western Australia. 

Yerrinbool Winter School 

The Yerrinbool School Committee 
has announced the Winter School 
sessions being held at "Bolton 
Place," Yerrinbool, New South 
\Vales from August 27 to September 
4, 1955. 

BRITISH ISLES 

"World Religion Society" 

The Faculty of Technology, Union 

of the University of Manchester~ 
England, has agreed to the forma
tion of a Baha'i World Religion So
ciety for the study of the Baha'i 
Faith. The application was made by 
Sureyya Doktoroglu, a Turkish 
Baha'i student at the University, who 
found a sufficient number of people 
to sign the application. 

CANADA 

Ontario Summer Conference 
From the September Canadian 

Baha'i News is cited the following 
report: 

"At beautiful Geneva Park on the 
shores of Lake Couchiching t a rather 
unique conference took place this 
summer. Owing to an unforeseen and 
completely unavoidable occurrence, 
our main speaker Mildred Motta
hedeh was unable to give her course. 
The Baha'is rallied to the occasion, 
and on each day a different camper 
would further develop the theme 
'We Meet a Faith, Choose, Grow 
Within, Grow Without, Grow To
gether, Our Future.' Whether it was 
due to the spirit brought about by 
the feeling that we were all working 
together to make this conference, or 
whether the spirit was generated in 
Ron N ablo' s excellent course, 'Mag
netic Living' we are not sure ... 
but there was a wonderful spirit in 
the camp .... 

"The Covenant, and the latent 
power within us that obedience to it 
can generate, formed the theme of 
Ron's course. In addition to these, 
Pern Piggott gave two very fine ses
sions on the technique of teaching. 
Brenda Piggott had some very help· 
ful suggestions to Baha'i parents on 
another occasion. An enthusiastic 
audience listened to Bill Sears re
count some of his inspiring experi
ences as a pioneer in Africa." 

l;l~~l"~t1~t~t;"i¥l~~'1 
BAHA'i IN THE NEWS 

The Saturday Evening Post for 
Septem ber 3, 1955, has an article 
about the Shah of Iran which men
tions (page 71) the persecution of 
the Baha'is. Thus does this attack 
on the Faith set up repercussions 
around the world, using even those 
"~,rho know little or nothing of the 
Faith or what it means. 
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It is interesting to note that a Uni
versity Medical Center in the United 
States has given a physician the as
signment of preparing a handbook 
"which will describe the religious 
approaches to healing of the various 
religions and denominations encoun
tered here in the United States." 
This physician has been presented 
with a copy of Dr. Esslemont's book. 
with special reference to the chapter 
on healing, as an exposition of the 
Baha'i views on this subJect. 

Through W. O. Roberts a typed 
copy of an article which has ap
parently appeared in The Humanist 
World Digest has been received. The 
author conceives of religion only as 
the enslaver of the human race, and 
includes the Baha'i Faith in this con
cept. 

The Tuskegee Institute Depart
ment of Records and Research is 
compiling "official statements, reso-
lutions, declarations or rulings is~ 
sued by the various religious bodies 
pertaining to desegregation" for 
1950-1955. A copy of Elimination of 
Prejudice has been sent the Depart
ment to explain the Baha'i position. 

From Prof. Zeine we have a clip
ping from Life, International Edi-

tion, September 5, 1955, containing a 
letter written by A. A. Butt, Secre
tary of the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of India, Pak
istan and Burma, praising Life~s se
ries on religions and expressing the 
hope that the series will include "the 
latest link in the chain of these great 
religions .... We mean the Baha'i 
Faith .... " Various letters con ... 
cerning the series are reprinted, 
concluding with the Editor's state
ment: "However, at some future 
time, Life's editors may well plan 
further articles on the world's re
ligions, ,. 

The first book to be printed and 
bound in Alaska is entitled Alaska
Who's Here-195S. This reference 
work lists Zora Banks of Fairbanks, 
and notes that her religion is the 
Baha'i World Faith. Also the firm 
who bound this first book, Brown
King Enterprises, is owned and op
erated by Baha'is. 

A volume published in Japan has 
an interesting and -unusual Baha'i 
reference. Among the Temple visi
tors some years ago was a Japanese 
bishop or religious leader. He has 
written an account of his travels, 
and the book contains a reproduction 
of a photo showing him at the en-

Youth Group of Bahia, Brazil. commemorating Baha'i Youth Day, MaTCh, 1955. 
Mrs. Margot Worley, Member of the AuxJUary Board of the Hands of the Cause, is 
standing in back J'ow, fifth from the lefl. The Baha'i Youth Club meets at heJ' home 

twice a monUl. 
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trance of the Temple, a photo of a 
pylon, a reproduction of the Greatest 
Name and an illustration of the 
House of Worship itself. No transla
tion of the accompanying Japanese 
text is available. 

A clipping from The J erosalem 
Post, August 29, 1955, provided by 
Mr. Leroy loas, Secretary General, 
International Baha'i COWlcil, carries 
an illustrated announcement of the 
construction of the International 
Bahalf Archives on Mt. Carmel. This 
account is based upon an announce
ment made in Haifa by the Guardian. 

The Rotarian for September 1955, 
the magazine of Rotary International 
which is distributed to members 
throughout the world, has an article 
"Appraisal at San Francisco" which 
deals with the United Nations meet
ings recently held in that city. The 
photograph of the Festival of Faith 
which was reproduced in a recent 
issue of BAHA'i NEWS, illustrates this 
article. 

Referring to the Festival, the arti
cle states: "Called 'A Service of 
Prayer for Peace and Divine Guid
ance to the United Nations,' this 
festival was held on the Sunday 
afternoon preceding the Conference 
opening in San Francisco's immense 
Cow Palace, Jointly sponsored by 
the San Francisco Council of 
Churches, by leaders of Greek and 
Russian Orthodox churches l and the 
Baha'i, Buddhist, Hindu, Jewish and 
Moslem faiths, it united nearly 
16,000 people in worship and silent 
prayer, each according to his cus
tom. Among Government leaders 
who took part were John Foster Dul
les, of the United States; Sir Leslie 
Munro of New Zealand, and Dr, 
Charles Malik, of Lebanon." 

A religious pUblication entitled 
Signs of the Times contains a ref
erence to the Festival of Faith cele
bration reported in BAHA'i NEWS 

of August and September. Since this 
publication represents a Bible group 
for whom Christianity is the final 
Revelation, it regards the Festival 
not as evidence of brotherhood but 
as a menace to the supremacy of 
the Christian faith. 

'4Perhaps the most significant fea
ture of this 'Festival of Faith' was 
the evidence it afforded of the de
cline of faith. . .. It was this mes
sage of miracles which set Chris~ 
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tianity apart as the supreme revela
tion of heaven and the one way, the 
one hope, of salvation .... Liberal
ism, by denying every miracle 
which made the pristine faith ra
diant with the glow of heaven, has 
reduced Christianity to a mere ethi
cal pattern of living. It has put 
Christ on a level with Confucius 
Buddha and Mohammed. As a con~ 
sequence, it has substituted the 
United Nations for the Kingdom of 
God." 

Baha'is who are well grounded in 
the teachings can readily meet this 
point of view by reference to the 
Baha'i interpretation of miracles. 

The New York Amsterdam News 
dated August 6, 1955, fea lured a de
tailed statement by Frank B. Sawyer 
on "What Is a Baha'i?" the first of 
a series on How We Worship God. 
Mr. Sawyer has written an excellent 
statement summarizing the teach
ings of the Faith. 

The BaM'is of Upper New York 
conduct a paid column in the Ge
neva Daily Times. On July 8 the 
column reprinted the text of a 
pamphlet HVisit Israel" published 
by the 'Akka Rotary Club, concern
log 'Akka as the Baha'i World Cen
ter. 

The Chicago Association of Com
merce and Industry has issued a 
folder entitled Headline Events in 
Chicago which lists the Baha'i House 
of Worship as among the "Year 
Round Attractions. t. The Palmer 
House issues a weekly guide entitled 
WheTe, What, When in Chicago, and 
in a recent issue ran a picture of the 
Temple over the caption: "'The fab
ulous Baha'i Temple, located in, Wil
mette, is one of the outstanding fea
tures of the Chicago Sightseeing 
Company's North Shore Suburban 
Tour." 

A paper called Delaware Valley 
Advance published on June 23 a fea
ture article by Paul Blanshard, Jr., 
entitled "Woman In Morrisville 
Finds Comfort in Simple Beliefs of 
New Universal Religion. H The ar
ticle is developed in an interview 
with Anna Schwenk Mikuriya. It 
tells in simple, direct words the 
awakening of this believer by read
ing Baha'i literature, and very sym
pathetically brings out the great 
principles enunciated by Baha'u'lliili. 

LATENT ENERGIES 
"These energies with which the 

Day Star of Divine bounty and 
Source of heavenly guidance hath 
endowed the reality of man lie, how
E'Ver, latent within him, even as the 
flame is hidden within the candle 
and the rays of light are potentially 
present in the lamp. The radiance 
of these energies may be obscured 
liy worldly desires even as the light 
of the SWl can be concealed beneath 
the dust and dross which cover the 
mirror. Neither the candle nor the 
lamp can be lighted through their 
own unaided efforts, nor can it ever 
be possible for the mirror to free 
itself from its dross. It is clear and 
evident that until a fire is kindled 
the lamp will never be ignited, and 
unless the dross is blotted out from 
the face of the mirror it can never 
represent the image of the sun nor 
reflect its light and glory." 

-Gleanings from the 
Writings of Bahd'u'Hah, page 65. 

CENTRAL STATES 
AREA CONFERENCE 

The theme of the Central States 
Area Teaching Conference held· Au
gust 14 in Madison, Wisconsin was 
"These last fleeting years ~f the 
present phase. . . ." Among the 
some two hundred Baha'is who at
tended the Conference were friends 
from Canada, Persia and Africa, as 
well as from the Central States area. 

Several helpful points in teaChing 
were brought out at the Conference. 
The teaching plan used to open Wau
kesha was described, where a week 
of public lectures was foIlowed by 

. week1yfil'e~es.<>nd,a ,public.meet
ing once a month, each with a differ
ent speaker, for six months. At the 
weekly firesides Bahd'u'lltin and the 
New Era was studied. The six 
months of concen tra ted teaching ef
fort were followed by monthly radio 
broadcasts for another six months, 
concluded with a week of public lec
tures. 

The importance of giving to the 
National Baha'i Fund was discussed 
and brought out the point that, as all 
are a part of the World Crusade, giv
ing to the Fund offers each one the 
privilege of participating actively in 
the Crusade, for the means are nec
essary to the success of the Crusade. 

The suggestion was made that 
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Questionnaire Cards be mailed so 
that they will reach their destination 
in the middle of the week. 

Informal reports on the recent per
secutions in Persia were given by 
Persian Baha'is.: ·attending the Con
ference, and some of the pioneering 
work in Mrica was reported by pio
neers temporarily back from that 
region. 

GOAL CITY PIONEERING 

From Lewiston, Idaho, Robert C. 
Niss, pioneer, reports that his sug
gestion was accepted, that the Ro
tarians sponsor an inter-faith nonde
nomina tional • I summer devotional 
hour" during August at the 10cal 
drive-in auto theater. The program 
began at 8 a.m. and consisted of fine 
music and reading of prayers and se. 
lections from the various Holy Scrip
tures of religions represented in that 
area. Taking part in the program 
were representatives of Mormon 
Seventh Day Adventist Methodist' 
Episcopal, First Christi~n denomina: 
tions, as well as a Jewish rabbi 
Hindu student, Confucianist, Greek 
Orthodox, Negro Nigerian student 
a Nez Perce Indian, the mayor. and 
doctors, Boy Scouts, students-all of 
whom read. The publicity was ex
cellent and fine contacts were made. 

Weekly Sunday night firesides, fre
quent breakfast or supper parties 
have aided Mr. and Mrs. Niss in 
spreading the Teachings, and con
tacts with the Indians are increas
ing. Weekly radio announcements tell 
of the firesides and other activities' 
special events are publicized b; 
news releases over stations KLER 
and KRLC and in the local news
papers . 

AREA NEWS BULLETINS 

Baha'i prayers are bein~ flashed 
in lights on the 11 P.M. "Service 
Line" across the top of the TIlinois 
National Bank Building in Spring
field, Illinois, the Centrat States Area 
BuHetin reports. The "Service Line" 
is a continuous news flash and the 
Baha'i prayers, selected by the 
Springfield Spiritual Assembly at 
the request of the "Service Line U 

are used periodically to close the 
day's activities. 

The Southwestern States Area Bul
letin reports that weekly deepening 
classes are being held in four goal 
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cities of its area: Bakersfield and 
Riverside, California, and Flagstaff 
and Prescott, Arizona, as well as in 
four organized Baha'i communities 
and in one group. The Area Bulletin 
for August is headed. "You, the in
dividual believer J are needed to 
teach the Cause of God." 

The series of "initial conferences" 
undertaken by the Tennessee Valley 
States Area Teaching Committee 
was concluded with a conference in 
Knoxville, Tennessee, July 31, con
ducted by Louise and Hubert Mat
thias, the Bulletin for this Area re
ports. A follow-up meeting of the 
conference in Louisville, Kentucky. 
was held in that city on August 1, 
also led by Mr. and Mrs. Matthias. 

THORNTON CHASE 

As instructed by 'Abdu'l-Baha, the 
Baha'is of Los Angeles, California, 
each year commemorate the pass
ing away in their city of Mr. Thorn
ton Chase on September 30, 1912. 

Thornton Chase, the first Baha'i of 
the Occident, accepted the Faith in 
1894. In April, 1907, he visited 
'Abdu'l-Bah.i at the prison in 'Akka, 
later writing an account of his pil
grimage. He died in 1912, a few days 
before 'Abdu'l-Baha arrived in Cali
fornia. 

The commemorat.ive program this 
year was arranged by the Baha'i 
communities of Inglewood and Ingle
wood Judicial District. 

MRS. VICTORIA BEDIKIAN 

On hearing of the passing on July 
3, 1955, of Mrs. Victoria Bedikian, 
known and loved throughout the East 
and West as "Auntie Victoria,t' the 
Guardian cabled the secretary of the 
Atlanta Spiritual Assembly, as fol
lows: 

"Praying progress soul indefatig
able, wholly consecrated promoter 
of the Faith. Her services unforget
table. Love. Shoghi." 

A memorial service was held at 
her grave in Greenwood Cemetery, 
Atlanta, Georgia, on July 6. Mes
sages were received from the Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies of the 
Baha'is of the United States and of 
India Pakistan, and Burma. The 
latte; message stated that Baha'is 
throughout South East Asia had 
come to love and appreciate her 

constant flow of loving letters and 
messages of encouragement in their 
efforts to spread the Faith, and that 
local Assemblies in Pakistan, Bur
ma. Ceylon, Indonesia and the Is
lands of the Indian Ocean under its 
jurisdiction were instructed to hold 
befitting memorial services. 

National Baha'I Addresses 

NATIONAL BAHA'i ADMINlSTRATIVE 

Hf:A.DQu AR~S : 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

NATIONAL TREASURER: 

112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make cbecks Paya,ble to: 
NaUonal Baha/i Fund 

BAHA'i PUBLISHING TRUST: 

110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

BAHA'i NEWS: 

Editorial Ofl'ice: 
110 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, lliinois 

Subscription and 
change of addl"eSls: 

112 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Illinois 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

In East SI. Louis (goa! city) and 
Belleville, Illinois, regular teaching 
activity is maintained by Mrs. 
Schlichter and Mr. and Mrs. Petzold 
of Quincy, Illinois, with newspaper 
publicity, firesides and public meet
ings that are attracting an in· 
creasing number of people to an in
terest in the Faith. 

Quincy, Illinois, reports a success· 
ful week of intensive teaching activ
ity and study through the Seminar 
method of daily meetings, conducted 
by Mrs. Ruth Moffett. During her 
visit Mrs. Moffett gave seventeen 
lectures in two cities. Talks over the 
radio and on TV also met with hearty 
res pons€-. The regular weekly study 
class in Quincy is nOw attended by 
five inquirers and twenty Baha'is. 

For the first time the Baha'i Faith 

OCTOBER. 1955 

was proclaimed on the campus of 
Virginia Union University. a Negro 
university in Richmond, the capital 
city of Virginia. The occasion was a 
picnic, on June 5, of the Baha'is of 
Virginia and surrotmding areas, in
cluding Baha'is from Norfolk, Bay
side, Whitehall, Williamsburg and 
Charlottesville, Virginia, and Ta
koma Park and Prince George's 
County, Maryland. Several students 
at the university gathered at the pic
nic with interest to hear of the 
Teachings. 

Fairbanks, Alaska, reports excel
lent newspaper coverage for the 
week of meetings arranged during 
the visit of Mrs. Florence Mayberry, 
member of the American Auxiliary 
Board, held in that city July 23-30. 
An article concerning Mrs. Mayberry 
and announcing the meetings ap
peared in J essen~s Weekly on July 
21, and the Fairbanks Daily News~ 
Miner published three items and in
cluded the series of meetings in its 
column the "Fairbanks Calendar. to 

The series began with a meeting of 
prayer and meditation, open to the 
public, on Sunday morning, July 24. 
Mrs. Mayberry addressed the Fair
banks Chamber of Commerce at its 
regular Tuesday meeting, and gave 
five public lectures during the week, 
one of which, at the University of 
Alaska, was preceded by a public 
reception. 

The program of the Annual Hu
man Relations Institute of the Mil
waukee YWCA carried a quotation 
from the Writings of Baha'u'Uah. 
Mrs. Annalean Schwandes, Baha'i of 
Milwaukee, a member of that Insti
tute's Human Relations Committee, 
arranged for the inclusion of the quo
ta tion with a view to making con· 
tacts for the Faith among the more 
than forty nationality groups living 
in Milwaukee. 

A cooperative effort between pub
licity committees of the Jersey City 
and New York City Baha'i commu· 
nities resulted in publication of a 
photograph of the Temple model in 
the Jersey City Journa.l of August 27. 
The photograph had been sent to the 
newspaper in June. Its publication 
at this time was lU1related to any 
event in Jersey City except that the 
vice-chairman of that city's Baha'i 
Assembly was pictured standing be
side the Model. It was considered 
'~newsworthy, It it is believed, be-
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cause of sympathy On the part of the 
local press with the Baha'is on ac
count of the Iranian situation. 

The Spiritual Assemb1y of the 
Baha'is of Los Angeles sponsors a 
Teaching Service Committee to help 
the Baha'is plan firesides. This serv
ice includes obtaining the speakers, 
selecting teaching materials to be 
used~ and generally assisting with 
problems that arise in conducting 
firesides. 

A reception for the oarents of the 
Junior Youth of San Francisco, Cal
ifornia was held Sunday morning, on 
August 28 at the center. As a major
ity of the children have parents who 
aTe not Baha'is t this open house en
abled them to observe how classes 
are conducted and to join the teach. 
ers in refreshments and discussion, 

Baba'u'lhih and the New Era, 
Course of Study. By Gertrude Robin
son. This is a new printing of this 
excellent teaching aid that serves 
two vital needs; one. to help Baha'i 
communities prepare their members 
to face the task of teaching. and, 
two, for fireside groups endeavoring 
to present the Faith to new inquirers 
who are ready to begin reading and 
studying. The new edition is printed 
on soft green (replacing the previ
ously mimeographed one). has an 
attractively designed self-cover. and 
is an item that Baha'is can proudly 
present to the members of their 
study groups. (Price remains the 
same). Size 8,", x 11. 24 pages. 
Per copy ....................... $.50 

One Universal Faith. This is the 
contact leaflet for which we have 
long awaited. It is a brief, colorful 
but dignified item which carries the 
challenging s tat erne n t that 
Baha'u'Ilah is the Prophet of our day 
and that He fulfills the prophecy of 
the Christians concerning the return 
of Christ, of the Jewish Faith in the 
coming of the Lord of Hosts, and of 
the Muslim. Buddhist, Hindu. and 
Zoroastrian Faiths. It is graphically 
illustrated with the chart of the Di
vine Revelators as used in the 
Temple displays in Foundation Hall 
that shows the Holy Spirit descend
ing from God to man through the 
various Prophets. The size, 3% x 6l~, 

a Frenchiold, is perfect for mailing t 

for vest pocket and purse. Here is 
our opportunity to arise and make 
that mass proclamation for which 
our beloved Guardian is calling. 
Printed in red and black on white, 
100 copies ..................... $2.50 
300 cop ies ..................... $6.00 
1,000 copies ................ $IS.0} 

My Religious Faith by Bernard 
Leach. Printed in Japan on hand
made paper at the request of the 
National Spiritual Assembly. Ber
nard Leach, famous pottery expert 
of England, has studied the art and 
technique of pottery in China and 
Japan and has acquired an interna
tional reputation. He has lectured 
by invitation to many societies de
voted to arts and crafts. In this 
pamphlet. Mr. Leach tells how and 
why he became a Baha'i. It has un
usual interest for persons of culture, 
especially artists and craftsmen, and 
is excellent contact material. 
Five copies (minimum order) .. $.75 
Twenty-five copies .... .... .. $3.50 

United Nation, Brochure Available 
for UN Day 

The Proposals for Charter Revi
sion submitted to the United Nations 
by the Baha'i International Commu
nity, representing the twelve estab
lished National Assemblies, is avail~ 
able for United Nations Day, Oc
tober 24. In the July BAHA'i NEWS 
the National Spiritual Assembly 
commends the use of this document 
particularly for United Nations Day 
for presentation to local organiza
tions and key persons interested in 
world affairs. (Listed in BAHA'i 
NEWS, Publications Section, August 
1955. p. 15). 
Twelve copies ............... $3.00 

Discount on Star of Wed and 
World Order Magazine, 

The regular ten percent discount 
allowed on community orders to all 
Baha'i librarians will now be given 
on copies of Star of the West and 
World Order Magazine. No postage 
w.ill be charged. 

Star of the West magazines are a 
rich store of intimate stories of the 
Master, his journeys to Europe and 
America, His letters to the friends, 
and other accounts of the early days 
of the Faith. The supply is rapidly 
depleting and those wishing to have 
a collection for their personal librar~ 
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ies should order promptly. World Or
der Magazine contains excellent ma
terial for Baha'i talks, firesides, and 
for general information on the Faith 
and related SUbjects. A Baha'i Com
munity Librarian who places these 
magazines on display for the local 
community will find many who are 
interested in them. particular1y 
those who will become acquainted 
with them for the first time. 

At.'aila.ble fTom 
BAHA'i PUBLISHING TRUST 
110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 

DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS 
AT HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Baha'i House of Worship at 
Wilmette, Illinois, is dedicated to the 
U nily of God. the U ni ly of His 
Prophets. the Unity of Man!tind. In 
this spirit, public worship is con
ducted each Sunday at 3:30 P.M. in 
the auditorium. Readers at these de
votional programs include Baha'is 
and guests. Choral selections are by 
the Baha'i House of Worship A Cap
pella Choir. 

The programs for the month of 
September follow: 

Order of Devotions - Sept. 4, 1955 

o people 01 GOod! Be- nOot occupied with your
selves. Be intent on the betterment Oof the 
tL.'(;trld and the t"l'aini.ng Oof nations. 

The betterment of the um"l'ld can be accam
plished through pure and excellent deeds and 
well·approved and a{jlreeable conduct. 

-Baba 'u'l1ih 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Arise, 0 God, and Show Thy Might-Haydn 

M. Morgan 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Baha'i Prayers, p. 44 
Baha'i World Faith, p. 174, p. 141 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Psalm 119:1-8 

,zOROASTRIAN SCRIPTURES 
NEW TESTAMENT 

James 2:14-24, 26 
QUR'AN 

Sura XVI:95-99, 128 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Blessing, GIOo"I'1J, Wisdom and Thanks 
-Johann Sebastian Bach 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
The Advent of Divine Justice, pp. 19, 20, 21; 

The Hidden Words of Baha'u'llAh, From 
the Persian, No. 76 

Prayers and Meditations. CXXXII, p. 219 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Atmfghty God Of Our Fathers-Will James 

Order of Devotions - Sept. 11, 1955 

The fundamental purpose animatin!1 the 
Faith of God and His Religio:rt is to safeguard 
the inteTest5" and p"l'omott2 the unity oj the 
hu.man ruce, and tOo foster the spirit of love 
lInd fellowship amongst mell,-Baha'u'IIah 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Let Alt the Nations PTaise the Lord 

-Volckmar Leisring 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Gleanings, p. 243 
Gleanings, XCIX. p, 20G; pp. 288-289 
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OLD TESTAMENT 
Malachi 2:10; 3:1-3, 16-18; Isaiah 11:1·9 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Matthew 22:36-40; John 10:14-16 

QUR'AN 
Sura III :98-100 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Glory Be to God. in the Hi9hest 

-G. B. Pergolesi 
SARA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Gleanings, eVIl. p. 214; pp. 215--216; ex!, 
p. 211 

Baha'i Prayers, p. 45 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Now God Be Praised-Me1chior Vulpius 

Order of Devotions - Sept. 18, 1955 

Know thou assuredly tPlat tnt!" essence 01 all 
the Prophets oj God is one and the sam-e. 
Their unity i3 absDlute. God, the Creator, 
saith.: TheTe is no distinction Whatsoever 
amon§' tfl.e Bearen of My Message. They a!l 
have but Me purpose; their Secret is the 
8ume Sccret.-Baha 'u'llah 

SABA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers and Meditations LIX, p. 94 

CHORAL SELECrION 
Praise tP1.e Lord wHh a Song-Kalinniko±l 

BARA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
GleaninlIs, pp. 78·80 

BHAGAVAD-GITA (HINDU SCRIPTURES) 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Exodus 3:14-15; Deuteronomy 18:15-19' 
NEW TESTAMENT 

Matthew 3:16-17; 5:1'1·1B; John 5:46-47; Luke 
24:44; John 8:42, .56, 58; 14:15-18, 26; 
16:7~, 12-13 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Bless The LoTd, 0 My Sou!--IpPolitof Ivanol 

QUR·AN 
Sura II:130j Sura XXXIII:40-46 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, p. 5, pp. 10.-11; Wodd Order of 

Baha'u'Uah, pp. 50, 116; Gleanings, pp. 
80-81, p. 136 

Prayerg and Meditations cvn, p. I'm 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Alleluiu-Randall Thompson 

Order of Devotions - Sept. 25, 1955 

Place not thy f'e!iancoi!' on thy tTeasUf'es. Put 
thy whole confidence in the grace of God, 
thy Lord . . . Let Him be thy helper and 
eJl.rich th-ysel! with His treasures, JOT with 
Him are tf1.e tTeasuries of the heavens and oj 
the earth.-BaM'u'll:ilL 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Sing and Rejoice-Will James 

SABA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers and Meditations, XLIII, p. 59 
The H::dden Words of BaM. 'u'llah (From 

the Arabic). No, 21; Gleanings, pp. 234-235 
OLD TESTAMENT 

1 Chronicles 29:11·15; Deuteronomy 8:11002D 
NEW TESTAMENT 

Matthew 6:19-34: I John 2:1s.17 
QUR'AN 

Sura LXXXIX: 14-30; LXXXVII :1·2 
CHORAL SELECTION 

God :Is' a '$pirit-Alexander 'Kopy]off 

COMMI'l'TEES 

North Atlantic States ATC 
Mrs. Anna Mikuriya (add) 

ASSEMBLY SECRETARIES 

Alaska 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Gleanings, p. 236, pp, 138·139; p. 276; pp. 

328-329 
Baha'5 Prayers, p. 12 

CHORAL SELECTION 
GlDry Be to God in the Highest 

--G. B. Pergulesi 

HAVE YOU MOVED RECENTLY? 
DID YOU MISS ONE OR TWO 
ISSUES OF BAHA'I NEWS? 

Perhaps these two facts go 
hand-in-hand. If you are a mem
ber of a community - and con
templating a change of address 
-be Sure to notify your Local 
Assembly secretary immediate
ly. 

If you are isolated, send this 
information directly to the Na
tional Baha'i Administrative 
Headquarters, 536 Sheridan 
Road, Wilmette, Ill. 

Your prompt cooperation is 
necessa.ry to keep the address 
files of the National Baha'i Of
fice up to date and accurate. 

FEASTS 
October lS-'TIm (Knowledge) 
November 4-Qudrat (Power) 

HOLY DAYS 
October 2O--Anniversary of the 

Birth of the Ba b 

November 12 - Anniversary of the 
Birth of Baha 'u'llah 

(Holy Days and Anniversaries cele
brated at the Baha'i House of 
Worship are open to the public. 
The first part of the meeting will 
be held in the Auditorium; the 
second part in Foundation Hall: 
The meeting begins·at.8:QO P.M. 

BAHA'i DIRECTORY CHANGES 
California (south) 

OCTOBER, 1955 

of the day preceding the anni
versary date.) 

UNITED NATIONS DAY 
October 24-to proclaim the spirit
ual basis on which the nations can 
unite for lasting world peace. 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 

October 14, 15, 16. 

"Glory be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid·servant have gathered under 
the shadow 01 Thy mercy and they 
are united through Thy lavor ane! 
generosity. 0 Lord! Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine for them eveT1/ good 
through Thy bounty and grace . .. " 

- BARi.'u'uJ.u 
Milwaukee, Wis.-Miss Virginia Lee to 

Mr. Andrew Richardson on Sept. 2 
1955. 

Los Angeles, Calif.-Mrs. Margaret Fos. 
ter Austin to Mr. Frede-rick DetUing 
on August 27. 1955. 

H Death proffeTeth unto every con
fident believer the cup that is lite 
indeed. It bestoweth joy, and is the 
bearer 01 glae!ness. It conlerreth the 
gift of everlasting lite." 

Mrs. Nellie Shook 
San Bernadino. Calif. 
August 24, 1955 

Mrs. Anita Morgan 
Middletown. Ohio 
August -23. 1955 

- BARA. tu'LLAu 

West Hollywood: Mrs. Gertrude Tetreault, 7706 W. Norton 
Michigan 

Detroit: Mrs. Lois K. Nachman, 14320 Curtis. Detroit 35 
Wisconsin 

Fairbanks: Mrs. Rose- Yarno, Rm. 502, Polaris Bldg. 
Waukesha: Mrs. Pauline Hettmansperge·r, 717 N. Moreland 
Blvd, 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 01 the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports. plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from. national committees and local assemblies of 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee, The Committee for 1955·56: Mrs. Eunice Braun, 
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"Her Historic Serf1ices 
Unjorgelfable" 

The following cablegram was sent 
to the Baha'is of Helsinki, Finland, 
by the Guardian, after the passing 
of Elsa Vento: 

"Grieve loss precious pioneer Elsa 
Vento. Her historic services unfor
gettable. Praying (for) progress (of 
her) soul (in the) Kingdom." 

-SHOGm 

"Greally Beloved (by) 
'Abdu'I-BaM" 

The following cable was sent by 
the Guardian to the European Teach
ing Committee Office in Geneva and 
to the Spiritual Assembly of Paris 
after the passing of Miss Edith San
derson, one of the group of early 
American Baha'is in Paris: 

"Deeply grieved. Deplore loss (of) 
staunch. courageous, tireless pro
moter (of) Faith, Edith Sanderson, 
greatly beloved (by) 'Abdu'I-Baha. 
Long record (of) historic services 
covering heroic, formative age (of) 
Faith imperishable, reward (in) 
Abha Kingdom great, assured. Urge 
believers (in) centers (throughout) 
France hold memorial gathering, ex
tol (her) exemplary spirit, emulate 
(her) noble example. Exert utmost 
(to effect) burial (in) Paris (in) ex
ecution (of) Baha'i laws," -SHoean 

RECOGNITION OF 
BAHA'I HOLY DAYS 

The Spiritual Assembly of Sioux 
Fails, South Dakota, has received a 
let.ter from the Superintendent of 
Public Schools dated July 15, 1955, 
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excusing Baha'i children from at
tendance on Baha'i Holy Days. 

THE PUBLIC RELATIONS 
CAMPAIGN 

In the light of the strong emphasis 
laid by the Guardian on publicity in 
the United States, the NSA is pleased 
to report that the public relations 
campaign within its first few weeks 
has attained signa) success. 

The New York Times report of in
terview held with the Secretary Gen
eral of UN was projected by our pub
lic relations counsel and carried to 
completion. In addition to its own 
large and influential circle of 
readers, The Times syndicates its 
stories to a number of other papers. 

This story placed on public record 
the action of UN representatives in 
meeting with the Iranian Minister 
and the latterts "assurances" that 
the Baha'i matter would be attended 
to. 

The second stage in this campaign 
was taken when Mr. Drew Pearson I 
columnist, wrote an editorial on "Re
ligious Intolerance" in his "Washing
ton Merry-Go~Roundtl feature which 
is used in some 400 papers. Next we 
learn that an editorial on "Pogrom 
In Persia 1" was issued to 600 papers 
by U.S. Press Association, Washing
ton, D.C. 

The third stage is represented by 
the distribution to 2,000 papers of an 
illustrated story on the persecutions 
in mat form, With this may be asso
ciated the preparation of a broadside 
reprinting a wide variety of press 
stories on the persecutions, a very 
impressive evidence of the deep in
terest felt in many countries. One of 
these broadsides is being distributed 
by Baha'i Press Service to its own 
list of local Baha'i representatives 
with a covering letter. 

At this date the last achievement is 
the publication in The New York 
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Times of a letter written by Prof. 
Wilson of Brooklyn commenting on 
the conference between UN officers 
and the Iranian Government as rew 

ported in The Times. 
Other matters are Wlder current 

consideration and will be announced 
later. Meanwhile it is gratifying to 
inform the friends that the issue in
volved in the persecutions and the 
Baha'i appeal to United Nations is 
being kept alive and the Faith has 
received widespread publicity, This 
campaign is generating fresh vigor 
for successful teaching work in local 
centers large and smalL 

-NATIONAL SPlRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

ATTEND YOUR 
STATE CONVENTION 

December 4, 1955 
Each registered Baha'i in the 

United States has been supplied with 
informaticn about the place, number 
of delegates to be elected, and all 
other pertinent information concern
ing the State Conventions. Please 
make every effort to attend and vote 
in person. 

Last year more than forty percent 
of the enrolled believers failed to 
participate in any way in this im
portant institution, This l1Wst not 
happen this year. The Guardian has 
emphasized the value of the State 
Conventions which are designed not 
only to elect delegates to the Na
tional Convention but also to "pro
mote Baha'i solidarity in every 
State ... and, by bringing together 
the believers, enable them to func
tion more efficiently and harmoni
ously, and promote the work of the 
Cause that lies ahead, U 

Participation in elections is a di
reet expression of our Baha'i life. Let 
us have full attendance and one 
hundred percent voting this year! 

-NA'I10NAL SPmrruAL ASSEMBLY 
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PIONEER REACHES TIBET 

The Asia Teaching Committee of 
the United States reports that a 
Baha'i pioneer has entered Tibet. 

INDIA, PAKISTAN AND BURMA 

Baha'i Publishing Trust 

Establishment of the Baha'i Pub
lishing Trust of India in New Delhi, 
as of November 1, 1955, fulfills an
other major objective of the Ten
Year Crusade for this area. The Pub
lishing Trust replaces the former 
Bah,,'i Publishing Committee of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of India. Pakistan and 
Burma. 

More Assemblies Incorporated 

Incocporation of eight Spiritual As
semblies under its jurisdiction has 
recently been announced by the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of India. Pakistan and 
Burma. Thes~ are: Gwalior, Serem
ban, Lucknow. Rampur in India; 
Jakarta, Indonesia; Kuching in Sara
wak; Singapore; and Saigon in Indo
China. 

Is there anyone with capital 
to .fivest in business abroad or 
an independent income plus a 
desire to pioneer? We need you 
badly on the West Coast of 
Africa. Please write immedi
ately to the U.S. Africa Teaeh
ing Committee, 

].olrs, Sylvia Parmelee, Secy., 
4100 47th SI. N.W. 
Washington 16, D.C. 

New T ran,slation 
Translation of the pamphlet "The 

Baha'i Faith-A Faith for Unity" has 
recently been completed in Perm 
(Syrjane). This is the thirteenth com
pleted translation, of the twenty-six 
languages assigned to the National 
Spiritual Assemblies of India, Pak
istan and Burma and of Australia 
and New Zealand. as goals of the 
Global Crusade. The report states: 
"We are doing Our level best to find 
translatorsll for the remainin'g lan
guages. 

ITALY - SWITZERLAND 
Incorporation of ZUrich 

A report from the National Spirit
ual Assembly of Italy and Switzer
land states that the Local Assembly 
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The north wan 01 the InternationaJ Archives Building. Haifa, Israel, built np to 
ground level. August 1. 1955. 
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of ZUrich, Switzerland, was incorpo
rated on August 10, 1955. thus aug
menting the growing number of local 
incorporations throughout the Baha'i 
world. 

INVITATION TO 
AMERICAN INDIAN TEACHING 
CONFERENCE 

The American Indian Service Com
mittee invites all Baha'is interested 
in learning more about the American 
Indian, his culture, and ways and 
means of approach, to attend the 
First American Indian TeaChing 
Conference. The Conference will be 
held on Sunday, November 13, at 
11 A.M., at the Gimlin Ranch at 
Camp Verde, Arizona. Following the 
morning consultation, a pot luck din
ner will be held from 1 to 2:30 P.M. 
Dr. Robert Euler from the Depart
ment of Anthropology at the Arizona 
State College at Flagstaff, will speak 
and act as consultant during the 
afternoon session to be held from 
2:30 to 4:30. 

NORTHERN COUNTRIES 
SUMMER SCHOOL 
AND CONFERENCE 

"Preparation for Bahil'i Service" 
was the theme of the Nordiske Baha'i 
Summer School and Conference held 
in Saaksjarvi, Helsinki, Finland, 
July 25-31, 1955. Seven countries 
were represented by the twenty-nine 
Baha'is who assembled.in the beauti
ful lake setting in the ~jsmiling coun
try of Finland." These countries 
(with the number from each) were: 
Denmark (3), England (1), Finland 
(7), Germany (1), Norway (8)-in
c1uding Lofoten Islands (5)-Sweden 
(6) and the United States (3). 

(See photograph in October BAHA'i 
NEWS, page 9). 

At the Summer School, whieh was 
held during the first four days, the 
opening address was given by Dr. 
Adelbert Miihlschlegel, Hand of the 
Cause, introduced by the Summer 
School chairman, Mrs. Gerd Strand 
of Oslo. Subjects presented and dis
cussed at the Summer School in
cluded the spiritual history of the 
Faith, the Divine Plan of 'Abdu'}
Baha, the Administration (its author· 
ity and strength), the Covenant, and 
teaching. Deepening in spiritual un
derstanding of the Administration 
was brilliantly presented by Mrs. 
Doris Corbin in her talk which she 
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entitled "Cosmic Symphony" (see 
page 5, this issue, BAHA'i NEWS). 

The Summer School was concluded 
with a Unity Banquet, preceded by a 
double Baha'i wedding. One Baha'i 
ceremony united Britte and Alvin 
Poulsen, two Danish Baha'is, and the 
other. Lotus Grace Petersen, pioneer 
from the Vni ted States in Helsinki, 
and John Nielsen of Copenhagen. 

The Conference proper, tulder the 
chairmanship of John Nielsen, was 
devoted to consultation on the role 
of the Northern Cotultries in the 
World Crusade-individual, com· 
munity and national responsibilities 
as related to the Guardian's message 
and to immediate and long-range 
plans. 

A public meeting was held Friday 
evening, July 29, in one of the beauti
ful old hotels in Helsinki, at which 
two addresses were given: One, in 
Finnish, by Mrs. Hilja Hartti from 
the Helsinki Baha'! Community, on 
"The Promise of All Ages," and the 
other by Hans Odemyr, Baha'i from 
Stockholm, a s guest speaker, in 
Swedish, on "The Mission of Baha· 
'u'llw." Miss Greta Jankko, secre
tary of the Helsinki Assembly, was 
chairman of the meeting. 

Another evening of the Conference 
was open to guests and was devoted 
to the showing of slides of the Holy 
Land and of Spitzbergen and Svol
vaer (Lofoten Islands). 

The Nineteen Day Feast of Per
fection closed the Conference and 
was the occasion for welcoming into 
the Baha'i World CommWlity a new 

believer, the first native Baha'i of 
the Lofoten Islands. 

On the morning of leave·taking, as 
the bus filled with Baha'is was ready 
to start for Helsinki, a song floated 

out on the still air. It was the staff 
who had served during the Summer 
School and Conference singing the 
"Song of Departure," a gracious Fin
nish custom. 

PHOTOGRAPHS FOR "THE BAHA'i WORLD" 
As there seems to be some confusion concerning the sending of pho

tographs to The Baha'i Wortd and to BAHA'i NEWS, the Editorial Com· 
mittee wishes to try to clarify the matter. 

It is requested that separate glossy prints be sent each Editorial 
Committee) Le., two for The Bahd'i World are to be sent c/o Mrs. Bea
trice Ashton, P.O. Box 285, Waukegan, Illinois; one print for BAHA'i 
NEWS to be sent to 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, illinois. 

The reason for this request is that The Baha'i WOTld and Bw't 
NEWS are put through two entirely distinct and separate processes. 
One photograph therefore cannot be used for both. All material col
lected for The Baha'i World (the international historical record) is sub
mitted to the Guardian, once every two years, who himself makes se~ 
lection at the end of that period (or of four years) of what is actually 
to be published in a given volume of The Bahd'i World. BAH.A.tf NEWS, 
on the other hand, is, as its name implies, a news organ, and publishes 
material as soon as possible, while it is still newsworthy. Photographs 
that have been processed for BAHA'i NEWS are not suitable afterward 
for submission to the Guardian. 

Duplicate glossy prints are requested of photographs and duplicates 
of all material for The Bahd'i Wortd as a safeguard in case of loss 
during shipment to and from Haifa. The duplicates are retained in the 
U.S. 

Please be sure that all photographs are accompanied with as com
plete description as possible, including date and place. 

Photos of Conferences. Please make arrangements ahead of time 
for suitable photographs to be taken of these historic milestones in 
the development of the Faith. 

Photos. of First Assemblies are requested, in goal as well as consoli
dation areas of the World Spiritual Crusade. 

Complete list of material requested for The Baha'i World was pub
lished in BAHA'i NEWS of August, 1954, page 10. 

Editorial Committee, The BahCi'i World 
P.O. Box 285, Waukegan, Ill. 
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CANADA 
The Canadian Baha'i News for Sep

tember reports that the design for 
the new International Civil Aviation 
stamp issued recently by the Can
adian Post Office was the work of a 
St. Lambert Baha'i, Mr. Walter 
Lohse. 

GERMANY-AUSTRIA 
German T eac.hing Conference 

About 30 to 35 friends followed the 
call to attend the Teaching Confer
ence held in Esslingen-Krummen
acker, Germany, August 18·20, 1955, 
-As an introductory thought it was 
made clear that if we wished to meet 
our responsibilities towards the 
Baha'i teaching work according to 
our capacity, talents and possibili
ties, it is necessary to call to mind 
repeatedly the reason, the aim and 
the possibilities for this work. its 
methods, the value of exchanging 
thoughts and experiences and the 
necessity of knowing the subject
matter. 

The Conference discussed the fol
lowing: "The Covenant ll ; "Baha'i 
Administration"; "The Ten ~ Year 
Crusade," and some thoughts on re~ 
ligion and socialism, Various means 
were brought forward by which the 
subjects could be approached and 
explained. Many elucidating and 
helpful answers were given to these 
and the following subjects: "The 
Theory of Teaching Work"; "Psy-

chology" ; "The Theory of Meth
ods"; "The Theory of Subjects/' all 
of which are equally important in 
supporting the effective work of the 
Baha'i teacher, his character and 
personality. Therefore, it has been 
recommended to consider and study 
carefully all these phases which will 
contribute to the success of our great 
work. 

A great deal of information was 
given in view of our future teaching 
tasks of the Ten-Year Plan in the 
course of two lectures on the BOrigin 
of Eastern Europe and the Eastern 
Churches." 

The lively participation in the dis
cussions as well as the exchange of 
thoughts were most encouraging. 
The value of this Teaching Confer
ence may add to the success of our 
teaching efforts because we learned 
to see many teaching phases in a 
new light and were stirn ula ted by 
the numerous and helpful instruc
tions for practical and spiritual 
work. 

A.W. 

Report of the Summer School Held in 
Esslingen-Krummenacker, Germany 

The Esslingen Bahati Summer 
School took place during the last 
week in Augustin the beautifully 
situated little BaM'I-House with its 
large assembly-room. We had not 
had such a good attendance since the 
war. For the opening session alone 
we had about 120 visitors, 

A number of heavenly days fol
lowed, with beaming sunshine, ex
cellent and instructive lectures, en
thused discussions and many hours 
for happy recreation. 

The main theme of the summer 

school was "Divine World Civiliza
tion." The Baha'i Faith was pre
sented in a comprehensive manner, 
emphasizing On the one hand its flUl~ 
damental new ideas, and on the other 
that which it has in common with 
the other great revealed religions. 

. , . Much interest wa 5 given to the 
discourse on the cycle of human evo
lution, beginning with Adam and 
leading up to our present time, a 
cycle which ripened man to a con
sciousness of taking responsibilities 
upon himself, strengthening his in
dividuality and personal character; 
that a new cycle begins with Baha
'u'lHlh and with it a new conscious
ness, the responsibility of the part 
for the whole, this new teaching 
which creates that all-embracing 
love for mankind and the sacrifice 
of the self. Its fundamental thought 
is that of world unity. 

The central theme of all discus
sions was the specially assigned 
tasks of the Ten-Year Crusade. Ac
cording to the messages from our 
beloved Guardian, every individual 
Baha'i carries to-day as his main 
responsibility the duty to spread the 
Cause of God. Much depends on the 
resolution and the degree to which 
each one complies in word and deed 
with the precepts of our teachings 
and the emergency of the tasks at 
issue, 

Some of the subjects of the sum
mer school were: "From Fear to 
Reverence"; "The Evolution of Man 
through Religion"; I'Y ou Can Serve 
Yourself Only by Serving Mankind." 
These topics developed the various 
phases of the new, spiritual and es
sential principles which are to be 
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observed and promulgated by those 
who wish to contribute to the service 
of hum anity. 

A vivid interest was shown in the 
subject "Limitation of Wealth and 
Poverty," outlining the economic 
plan of Baha'u'llah and emphasizing 
the necessity for penetration of the 
spiritual element into the various 
phases of economic life, basing hu
man relationship on absolute justice 
and integrity and the guiding prin
ciples of a Divine Plan. 

It is certain that the marvelous 
spirit of this summer school will 
contribute to the success of our great 
tasks. We all left with a rich spirit
ual and unforgettable experience. 

-HANS RANDEL 

Cosmic Symphony 
By Doris Corbin 

Many years ago I read a book God and MlUlic, by John Harrington 
Edwards, and the following quotations have been with me ever since: 

"EveryUting that the sun shines upon sings or can be heard to sing. Gases, 
powders, woolen stuffs. and nonconductors 01' sound give forth notes of ditIerent 
pitches, when played upon by certain beams of tight. The very echoes tossed to 
and fro among the mountains in melodious tones testify the framework ot the 
earth is a mighty instrument . , . , Shells by every sea murmur continuously a 
musical secret ... Everything in nature seems keyed to take its part in the 
cosmic symphony .... The nature of God Is harmony. He has set the laws and 
forces of the universe in an exquisite order. , .. All of nature sings in praise of 
its Creator. .. and God rejoices in its aUdible beauty as well as in its 
visible beauty." 

God has given us the background, the setting, for the spiritual evolution 
of man, His highest and most wonderful handiwork. The sublime harmony 
in all its fullness is known by the Creator - He started the first vibrating 
note. And God created the pure channels for His Melody that all creation 
might become truly a part of this great cosmic symphony. His purest 

channel. His most perfect Instru
ment is the Manifestation-who 
writes the music, the laws of har
mony for us. He sounds the central 
theme that shall awaken, quicken 
and unite mankind. In every Dis
pensation mankind is given a n~ 
arrangement, a more complicated 
score, because new instruments have 
been created and perfected. 

The members of the universal or
chestra comprise every living soul, 
and each soul has his special part 
to play. In his egotism he may think 
he has a solo part, but the music re
vealed is part music-written in re
lation to the whole symphony. No 
two instruments are alike; unity in 
diverSity is endless. 

In this wonderful age in which we 
are living there was even the soul
stirring, introductory overture of the 

(Continued on page 9) 



At left above: RegistratioD on opening day of Conterence. 
The total attendance was approxima-tely seventy including 
Iline chlldren. At right two delega.tes from Tokyo boldine 
• scroD containin&' message from Conference deleptes 10 
Y. aafaat who bacl returned to Iran after ploneerinl' over 
two years in Japan. In background a.re four members 01 
• dJscussJon panel from Korea, Formosa. Guam. 'aDd 
BODe Kong with one of official ioterpreters of Japan at ex~ 
trem.e left. 

In photo below Ta.keyasu Hasegawa-saD of Kyushu 
IsJaDd talks wltb Saichlro Fuglta.-sa.n a.bout his experiences 
se~ in 'Abdu'l-Bau's household in Haifa for many 
many years. Fugita-san (right) spoke to the entire Cg.D-

ference of "Abdu'l-Baha's promises for .Ja.pan. 

..iJ;()ioric Conference in Japan 
The first Asia Regional Teaching Conference in Japan, 

September 23-25, is now history. Only the future can 
evaluate its true significance in the development of the 
Baha'i Faith in that part of the world. While still 
saddened by the recent efforts to stem the progress of 
the Cause in the land of its birth, we remembered the 
complete failure of all the oppressions of the Faith in 
the past, and felt convinced that this very meeting of 
followers of Baha'u'llah from nine countries in the Far 
East could be heralded as another vidory in God's ir
resistible plan for the redemption of the human race. 

The conference was held in one of the most beautiful 
spots in all Japan, at Nikko, in the Palace Hotel, for
merly the summer home of the Emperor of Japan. A 
five-minute walk from the entrance is the famous Toshogu 
Shrine and its surrounding temples. Thousands upon 
thousands visiting these sacred edifices during that 
Japanese holiday week-end could not help but notice the 
poster on the gate announcing the "Baha'i World Faith
Asia Teaching Conference." 

Called by the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States, and sponsored jointly by the Asia Teach
ing Committee and the local Spiritual Assembly of Tokyo, 
the conference had a twofold purpose: first, to expedite 
teaching plans that would bring into existence a suffi
cient number of new assemblies by April 21, 1956, to en~ 
sure the election of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Japan in. 1957; and, second, to give added impetus to the 
spread of the Faith in all the nearby countries. 

Unfortunately, political conditions prevented the at
tendance of nine of the new Baha'is elected as delegates 
from Fonnosa and Korea, but both COWl tries were rep
resented by Baha'i settlers. Present also were delegates 
from Macao, Hong Kong, Guam. the Caroline Islands, 
all parts of Japan, and visitors from iran and the United 
States - about seventy in all. including nine children. 

Hand of Cause Highlights Conference 

There are no words in any of the languages spoken by 
the delegates - Japanese, Chinese, Persian, and Eng-



A croup of Baha'is (in photD at left) representing Irin, Macao~ Bong Kong, Formosa., the United states, and from the .Japa
nese clUes of Tokyo, KYOto, and Osaka Us1ening to Dhlkru'll.i.h Khidem. Hand of the Cause, speak on the Guardianship. At. 
right are Dhikru~Uah K1ui.dem. M:rs. Kh1i.dem, Miss LeclIe Webster. member of the Conference Program Committee, a.nd 
Miss Charlotte Linfooi. secretary of the Asia Teaching Com miitee who acted a.s Conference Chairman. Below, a panel 
discussion, one 01 four held during the conference. 

!ish - that can describe the spirit of this gathering. The 
Guardian had attached such importance to it that he had 
authorized the attendance of Mr. Dhikru'llah KM.dem, 
beloved Hand of the Cause of God in Asia, whose words 
lifted us again and again to great spiritual heights. 

Here is how one of the delegates attempted to de
scribe it: 

wrhe first day of the conference started on a high note, 
and I wondered that night if it could build up beyond 
that. Each day did, and the closing note by Mr. lQtadem, 
beloved Hand of the Cause, was the very mountain top. 
Tears were streaming down our faces - we were too 
moved, too happy. to bear it. 

"There was only love and unity at this conference, 
and how Mr. Khadem deepened us in the Covenant, and 
our understanding of the Guardianship and our love for 
the Guardian - and our determination to achieve the 
goals of the Crusade!" 

Altll<>ugh the meeting was planned for September 23, 
24 and 25, the conference actually began in Tokyo several 
days earlier with the arrival of the first delegates. Most 
of the American pioneers in that area came early to 
visit with each other and to enjoy the shops and the 
modern conveniences so lacking in their posts, but as the 
number grew, interest in all the things of the world gave 
way to the mounting joy and enthusiasm of simply being 
with other Baha'is. An especial bounty was the early 
arrival also of Mr. and Mrs. Khadem and Miss Talia 
Haddah, whose loving charm made a deep impression 
on everyone, Baha'is and non-Baha'is alike. 

A pre-conference public meeting in the Tokyo l:ia?-lratu'l
Quds drew such a large attendance that there was scarce
ly one square inch of the entrance way that was not 
covered by footwear that was removed in Japanese 
fashion before entering the main room. Here everyone 
had a foretaste of the spirit that was to prevail in Nikko 
for the next few days. 

The following day almost an entire railway coach 
was filled with the Baha'is who traveled by rail from 
Tokyo to Nikko through what is perhaps the neatest and 
most picturesque countryside in the entire world. At the 
station in Nikko the friends were greeted by large plac
ards bearing the words: "Allah'u'Abha - Baha'i World 
Faith - Asia Teaching Conference," and direct.ons for 
reaching the hotel. 

On hand to receive the delegates was the housing com
mittee, one of eight very efficient committees appointed 
by the Tokyo Spiritual Assembly to make all conference 
arrangements. Built to accommodate fifty guests, the 
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delicate shoji walls of this former 
royal residence somehow stretched 
to provide for more than sixty-five 
in a charming combination of Japa
nese and western style. 

Conference Conducted 
in Four Languages 

Beginning each morning with de
votions in Japanese, Chinese, Persian 
and English, the conference pro-
gram ran from 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m., with a two-hour intermission 
for luncheon, and a two-hour interval 
between six and the evening session. 
Most of these times were devoted 
to meetings of various groups. 

Chairman of the conference was 
Charlotte Linfoot, representing the 
Asia Teaching Committee, assisted 
by Mr. Hiroyasu Takano, acting 
chairman of the Tokyo Spiritual As
sembly. Each of the delegates brought 
greetings from their localities, and 
there were messages also from the 
Hands of the Cause in Asia, the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States, the Asia Teaching 
Committee of Australia and New 
Zealand, and many individual 
Baha'is. 

The first official acfon of the con
fErence was preparation of a cable
gram to our beloved Guardian whose 
reply, received at the opening of 
the final session, not only assured the 
friends of his "deepest love" but also 

that he was "ferventiy praying (for) 
unprecedented victories." 

The keynote address was given by 
Mr. Khcidem, and from that moment 
on each one felt a deep longing to be 
a living martyr in the pursuit of 
Qur sacred tasks and the aims of the 
World Crusade. 

The other addresses, all translated 
into Japanese by one or another of 
a panel of excellent interpreters, 
were: "God's Everlasting Cove
nant," by Mrs. Mamie Seto; "The 
Will and Testament, and the Signifi
cance of the Guardianship," by Mr. 
KMdem; "The Divine Plan," by Mr. 
Carl A. Scherer; and "The World 
Crusade, its Goals and Achieve
ments," by Charlotte Linfoot. 

Each address was followed by a 
panel discussion on such questions as 
"The Fundamental Verities of the 
Faith," HWho to Teach, When to 
Teach, and Where to Teach," and 
"Concrete Plans for Action Now." 

One of the highlights of the closing 
session was Takano-san's stirring 
report of his pilgrimage to Haifa 
during which the Guardian unfolded 
to him his goals and hopes for the 
Faith in Japan. 

Throughout the entire conference 
consultation was lively and general. 
both in Japanese and English, and 
not one delegate was absent at any 
time from any session. 

An houri s leisure was provided one 
noon during which many of the 

NOVEMBER, 1955 

The newly purchased HaZiM 

ratu'I-Quds of Jakarta, Indo

nesia. Photo at right is of 

the Local Spiritual Assembly 

of J akaria, incorpora:l;ed Oc-

tober 30, 1954. 

friends visited the Toshogu Shrine, 
and Saturday evening was devoted 
to viewing slides of the Baha'i House 
of Worship and the Shrines and 
Gardens on Mt. Carmel, an event to 
which non·Baha'i visitors and the 
hotel staff were invited. 

i>romises of 'Abdu'I-Bah" 
and the Guardian 

Special mention must be made of 
the presence and participation of two 
of the very early pioneers in Japan, 
Miss Agnes Alexander and Mr. Sai
chiro Fuj ita, who spoke often of the 
high hopes of 'Abdu'l-Baha and of 
the Guardian for Japan, and of their 
conviction that this historic con
ference would hasten the fulfillment 
of these hopes and goals. Fujita-san 
told us that 'Abdu'l-Bahit said that 
when the F ai th was taken to the 
religious leaders of Japan, then it 
would spread rapidly. Little did we 
know then or when the Guardian's 
cablegram arrived telling us that 
he was praying for "unprecedented 
victories" that we were to experience 
one such victory before we left Tokyo 
two days later. 

During the conference a letter 
arrived asking the Baha'is to send 
representatives with Mr. 1:C.lIadem to 
the first meeting of the newly formed 
World Council on Inter-Faith Coopera
tion in Tokyo. Here there were as
sembled thirty outstanding leaders 
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of Japan, professors from colleges, 
and representatives of such organiza
tions as the Council for Religious 
Research, the Shinto Shrine Associa
tion, the Women's League for Peace 
and Freedom, and others concerned 
with the part that religion can play 
in the establishment of peace in the 
world. 

After a forceful address by Mr. 
Khadem, followed by brief talks by 
Miss Linfaot and William Maxwell, 
four of the members of the council 
paid brilliant tribute to the Faith 
and asked where they could learn 
more about it. The Tokyo Baha'is 
who were present immediately nr~ 
ranged a meeting tor the following 
Saturday evening when they would 
again have opportunity to hear Mr. 
Khadem and to meet the local be
lievers. What greater proof than 
this could be offered that the Guar
dian's prayers were already being 
answered by Baha 'u'Ilah! 

Tokyo Hazfra Dedicated 

This report cannot be closed with
out reference to the formal dedica
tion of the i:la.iratu'l-Quds in Tokyo 
the evening following the conference. 
All those who attended the confer
ence were present together with 
many who were unable to go to 
Nikko. Again there was scarcely 
room for one more person on the 
floor-for all sat on the floor in Japa
nese fashion, There were brief 
speeches by Mr. Khadem, Mr, Nou
reddin Momtazi, and Miss Linfoot. 

Perhaps the most impressive mo~ 

ment was that when Fujita-san 
asked permission to anoint each 
one with attar of roses which had 
been placed in his hands by 'Abdu'l
Baha, and which he had saved aU 
these years for just such an occa
sion. 

Mr. Philip Marangella lovingly 
presented a piece of fringe from a 
rug once used in the room of Bahc1-
'u'nah, and Mrs, Amelia Collins sent 
a piece of candle which had burned 
in the Shrine of Baha'u'llah. These 
added to the magnificent gift of a 
piece of land by Mr. Momtazi for 
the endowment of the future Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Japan, 
a beautifully framed photograph of 
'Abdu'l-Bahii presented by Mr. Hish
matu'llah Azizi on behalf of his 
mother. and a handsome kakemono 
painted by a Baha'i artist in For
mosa, and various other gifts were 
all lasting evidence that the Faith 
of Bahci'utlLih is firmly planted in 
the beautiful land of Japan. 

The leave-taking was sad and final 
at this gathering, The reserved Jap
anese, the affectionate Persians, the 
warm and loving Chinese and the 
bappy Americans embraced each 
other and shed their tears freely, 
promising, as all Baha'is do. that 
they would meet again soon, or 
certainly in Ba@.dad, and that in 
the meantime they would work and 
pray unceasingly for the complete 
achievement of the World Crusade 
and the high hopes so frequently 
expressed during this historic week 
in Nikko and Tokyo. 

-CllARLOTI'E LmFOOT 

COSMIC SYMPHONY 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Bab to herald the Master Musician 
long awaited. 

Bahci 'u'lM.h has called all man
kind to arise to His theme of unity. 
We read: 

HArisc, and prDclaim unto the en
tire creation the tidings that He WhD 
is the All-MercifUl hath directed His 
steps tDwards the Rit;Ivan and en
tered it. Guide J then, the people unto 
the garden of delight which God hath 
made the Throne of His Paradise . .. 
Within this Paradise, and from the 
heights ot its wftiest chambers, the 
Maids of Heaven have c'ned out and 
shouted: 'Rejoice, ye dwellers ot the 
realms above, fOT the fingers of Him 
Who is the Ancient of Days are ring
ing, in the name of the All-Glorioos, 
the Most Great Bell, in the midmost 
heart of the heavens. The hands of 
bounty have borne round the cup:! 
of ever~asting tife. Approach, and 
quaff your fm ... .''' (Gl. 31-32) 

Bahci'u'llah suffered untold agony. 
He cried: "Where are the listening 
ears?" He heard in answer only the 
hootings of the owl, the howl of dogs 
on every side. He cried: <IThou 
seest Me forbidden to speak forth -
then from whence will spring Thy 
Melodies, 0 Songster of the World. 1t 

Then slowly the responsive, attuned 
souls replied "Here am I. Here am 
I" and they were given new ears with 
which to hear-and they, too, were 
swept into the vibrating rhythm of 
God's eternal Melody. 

The Most Great Bell has sounded 
the theme for 500,000 years, and the 
Divine Composer for this Dispensa
tion wrote down the music, cease
lessly, as it was revealed to Him. 
We read in God Passes By (p. 138) 
that He dictated pages and pages 
and then bade His secretary throw 
the notes into the river - the time 
was not ready, the instruments have 
not been created or perfected; man
kind must wait a little longer. 

Baha'u'llah has revealed an "ex
quisite Order." He has written His 
Covenant so that the theme will 
never be mutilated or lost. He has 
handed over the baton to the Center 
of His Covenant - to whom we are 
to look for guidance - the Perfect 
Maestro~ 'Abdu·}-Baha, 

And 'Abdu'l~Baha, after long and 
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MONTHLY REPORT ON WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 
Third Year National Bah.', Fund 1955-1956 

Total Budget for Entire Year 

(Average Monthly Requirements 

As of Oelober 15, 1955 

Where we dre 
$157,500 

Where we should be 
$253,000 

.................... $550,000,00 

. $46,000,00) 

Monthly receipts to date: 
May 1-15 $15,500 
May 15 - June 15 $22,500 
June 15 - July 15 . $23,500 
July 15 - Aug. 15 $19,500 
Aug. 15 - Sept. 15 $37,000 
Sept. 15 - Oel. 15 $39,500 

Total. . $157,500 

Accumulated deficit as of Oct. 15. 1955 

strenuous labors, wrote to the be
lievers of East and West: 

"Oh, how I long to see the be
lievers shouldering the responsibil
ities of the Cause! Now is the time 
to proclaim the Kingdom of Abha [ 
Now is the hour of union and con
cordl Now is the day of the spiritual 
harmony of the friends of God! ... 
I am straining my ears toward the 
East and toward the West, toward 
the North and toward the South, that 
haply I may hear the songs of love 
and fellowship raised in the meetings 
of the believers. My days are num
bered, and save this there reJl.1.:':13 

none other joy for me _ . _" 
He, 'Abdu'l-Baha, in His Covenant, 

has passed on the baton to the first 
Guardian of the Cause--the new 
maestro. He alone, the Guardian, is 
completely at one with the Composer 
-he alone understands the complete 

$95,500 

-NATIONAL SPIRITIJAL ASS&M:BLY 

score, he alone can foretell the maj
esty. the power, the scope---he alone 
can truly understand Baha'u'llah's 
words: 

HThe world's equHibrium hath been 
upset through the vibrating influ.ence 
of thi.s most great, this new World 
Order. Mankind's ordered life hath 
been revolutionized through the agen
cy Of this unique, this wondrous 
System-the like of which mortal 
eyes have never 10itnessed." (Gl. 
136) 

The Guardian alone knows how to 
p!ace the various instruments for 
the most harmonious and effective 
results. The System is perfect-we 
are imperfect. But we have many 
basic rules for practicing, individual
ly and collectively: 

1. Authority of the Covenant, which 
means absolute obedience to the di
vine Institutions of the Faith. 'Abdu'l-
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Baha said, "The first condition is 
firmness in the Covenant of God." 
(ASM 23) 

We perfect ourselves through obe
dience--we are all trying to follow 
the music, but sometimes we snap 
a str'ng, a draft comes through the 
window and b10ws the music to the 
floor, the music stand collapses, or 
we get so unhappy and discouraged 
we cannot see the notes because of 
our tears, the discordant sounds from 
the outside break through-but if we 
center our attention on the Maestro 
with the baton, if We can only keep 
in the rhythm, in the beat of the 
music, we will find our places again. 

2. The Law of love, fellowship and 
harnwuy. 'Abdu'l-Baha said: "The 
second condition: Fellowship and 
love amongst the believers." 

3. The Law of prayer and dedica
tion (the tuning process). "They must 
when coming together turn their 
faces to the Kingdom on High and 
ask aid from the Realm of Glory." 
(Abdu'l-Baha, in B. Admin, 22) 

4. The Law of consultation. ,jThe 
heaven of divine 'Wisdom is illumined 
and shining with two orbs, consulta
tion and kindness." (Baha'u'lhih, 
Tablet of I;;braqat, BWF 198) 

". . . The keynote of the Cause of 
God is not dictatorial authority but 
humble fellowship, not arbitrary 
powe.r, but the spirit of frank and 
loving consultation." (Shoghi Ef
fendi, B. Admin. 63) 

5. The Law of unity. "They must in 
every matter search out the truth 
and not insist upon their own opinion, 
for stUbbornness and persistence in 
one's views will lead ultimately to 
discord and wrangling and the truth 
will remain hidden ... whatsoever 
thing is arranged in harmony and 
with love and purity of motive, its 
result is light, _ , ," ('Abdu'l-Baha, 
in B. Admin. 22) 

Whatever part we play, great or 
small, is glorious if it is in harmony 
with the whole. The Spiritual Assem
bly is a divine creation-the music 
is written for nine instruments, each 
contributing hls special melody. The 
fullness of harmony requires nine; 
no matter how loudly five or six or 
eight can play, the result is not the 
same. We should go to our Assembly 
meeting with our instruments tuned, 
in joyous anticipation. When tUIiled 
to God for guidance and inspiration, 
no one can foretell what new music 
will Come forth. The Nineteen Day 
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Feast is also a divine creation- we 
should go to that spiritual gathering 
with our instruments tuned through 
prayer and dedication. 
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6. Practice oj the quahties of jus
tice, kindness, truthfulness. courtesy. 
humility, patience, trustworthiness 
in our relationship with each other 
and in the functioning of the Bahil'l 
institutions. For example, we must 
be ever ready to be of service. At 
a concert one evening, just at the 
beginning of the solo by the first 
violinist, I saw a string of his violin 
snap. The violinist next to him handed 
over his own violin so quickly there 
was scarcely a note missed. We never 
know when the wind of tests may 
blow our music, who will be the one 
to help us pull ourselves together. 
We could mention many more ex
amples of the practice of these quali
ties of humility, kindness and pa
tience required of us in learning to 
work together. 

The Local Spiritual Assembly 0' the BaM/is of Hamburg TOWllship, New York,. 
incorporated April 14, 1955. 

The maestro, our Guardian, is the 
nerve center. He is sensitive to every 
vibration in his world orchestra
he hears every sour note of a dis-
united Assembly, every lovely ca~ 

denza from a far~off island in the 
North. He, too, is listening. He writes: 

c'And DOW as I look into the future, 
I hope to see the friends at all times, 
in every land, and of every shade 
of thought and character, voluntarily 
and joyously rallying round their 
local and in particular their national 
centers of activity, upholding and 
promoting their interests with com
plete unanimity and contentment, 
with perfect understanding, genuine 
enthusiasm, and sustained vigor. 
This indeed is the one joy and yearn~ 
ing of my life, for it is the fountain-

head from which all future blessings 
will now, the broad foundation upon 
which the security of the Divine 
Edifice must ultimately rest." (B. 
Admin. 67) 

You have all heard the talks on 
Baha'i Administration, You have the 
music in front of you. We have so 
much work to do. We can only pray 
that when the curtain goes up for 
the Golden Jubilee in 1963 we will 
be at our places, individually quali
fied, collectively united and harmo
nious through practice. As the baton 
points to the various countries may 
there instantly ring out in deep swell
ing tones the collective call, 'lHere 
am I, here am I!" 

(Talk the First Northern Countries 
, Helsinki. Finland, July 2'8, 

"rllil; Splrit.ual Assembly of Ute BaM'is of St. 'PIerre, Reunion Island, eleclel1 
AprU 21, 1955. 

CORRECTION 
In the picture of the Reunion Is

land Baha'is and their guests, pub
lished in the Boo'l NEWS for Sel>' 
tem ber (page 8), the young man 
standing at the left should have been 
stated to be J alaI N akbj a w ani, mem
ber of the African Auxiliary Board. 
BAHA'i NEWS regrets its error in stat... 
ing this was his brother, CAli Nakh~ 
javani. Both brothers are members 
of the African Auxiliary Board. 

BAHA'! !N THE NEWS 
The Catholic Digest, October, 1955, 

page 99, in a reference to the Chal
dean town of AI Gosh states: "This 
town of 6,000 souls was entirely 
Catholic, with the exception of the 
governor, a charming and popular 
Baha'i, and a family of three Jews 
charged with the care of the tomb of 
the prophet Nahum." 

Valdez Breeze, a mimeographed 
news sheet of this town in Alaska,.' 
lists the Faith in its Church News for 
July I, 1955. In its July 15 issue the 
Breeze gives a list of its Staff mem
bers and runs a column by Rex King 
entitled "Ramblin' Round With Rex 
King." This issue also runs a brief 
reference to Baha'i History taken 
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from An.chorage News, begun in the ference, open to Baha'is and their 
issue -Of July--8- -as--a--serial. -- ----1riends, was---Organized_by the Area 

A reference on Muhammadan- Teaching Committees of the Central 
ism appears in An Historical Survey Atlantic and Southern Atlantic 
by H. A. R. Gibb. '~The new religion, States, assisted by the Area Teaching 
now definitely outside the pale of Is- Committee of the Tennessee Valley 
lam, has had some success in Persia States. The one hundred Baha'is and 
and the United States and its head- thirteen children attending the Con
quarters are in Haifa in Palestine." ference came from twelve of the thir-

The Zim Lines BuUetin for August- teen States in the Areas, plus Ohio 
September 1955 features an article and Illinois. 
on the Shrine of the Bab with a large The Conference theme was ';Mod
illustration of the Shrine. Another ern Living," and the deliberations 
Baha'i reference is a photo entitled concerned individual confirmation 
"Gate to the beautiful Baha'i gar- and local, national and international 
dens in Haifa, Israe1." living, and emphasized realization 

The Chicago Sight-Seeing Co. has and acceptance of the divine spirit 
been sending daily buses to the throughout the fabric of the Baha'i 
Baha'i Temple. Its circular carries a Administrative structure. 
photo of the Temple and lists it as The highlight of the Conference 
one of the sights in a North Shore was the address given by Paul 
Suburban Tour requiring about three Haney. Hand of the Cause, on the 
hours. Guardianship and the Institution of 

SECOND SOUTHERN 
CONFERENCE 

The Second Baha'i Southern Con~ 
ference was held August 27 ~O, 1955, 
at Blue Ridge Assembly, North Caro
lina, a YMCA Boy's Camp located a 
few miles from Asheville. The Con· 

the Hands of the Cause of God. Mr. 
Haney also spoke feelingly of the per~ 
secutions in Persia. 

During the Conference a s urn of 
$531.25 was donated, half of which 
was to be given to the National FtUld 
and half earmarked for the Guard
ian's Fund for the persecuted Baha'is 
in Persia. 

Spiritual Assembly of the Baha.'is of Suva., Fiji Islands. mcorpora.ted January 21. 
1955. (Miss Irene Jackson, Australian pioneer to Suva, seated second from left.) 

NOYEMBER, 1955 

HOW TO APPROACH 
YOUR PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Frequently requests reach the 
Baha'i National Library Service 
Committee from Baha'is in widely 
scattered places for information 
about the best way to approach a 
library in anticipation of donating 
Baha'i books. Here are some points 
brought out in our consultation on 
the subject. 

Remember that the library is for 
the use of the public, either special 
or general, and that you yourself are 
a part of that public. The library 
ar.d its resources are there to serve 
you and be enjoyed. Approach the 
librarian with an attitude of appre
ci a tion for the service which he or 
she is able and willing to offer. If 
there is anything in the building, its 
professional tools, its personal serv
ice, and its collection, which you 
have found helpful or attractive, 
make this known. 

It is best, if you are a settler and 
have time, not to make your first 
contact one of trying to "put in" a 
Baha'i book. It is well to know the 
collection first, both Baha'i and nOD

Baha'i, and to show that you are an 
active patron of the library serv
ice s. If we expect people to be in
terested in our books, which are of a 
special nature, we should, on our 
part, also have an unprejudiced and 
catholic interest in other good litera
ture. If we find excellent books of a 
similar trend to ours (such as World 
Faith, by Ruth Cranston, or Anah~ 
the God 01 Mohammad and TheiT 
SeaTch lOT God by Fitch), we may 
note them and commend their pres
ence on the shelves. 

Perhaps you are in town only for a 
limited time and, very worthily, 
wish to make a Baha'i contact with 
the library. In that case, by all 
means do so, but preferably with a 
spirit of cooperation rather than one 
of propaganda. 

In the larger cities, where there 
is usually a Baha'i Community alw 

ready established, it is best to make 
the contact with the library through 
the librarian of the Spiritual Assem
bly. In places where there is no 
Baha'i Community, the contact 
should be made by the pioneer or 
settler or a local Baha'i who knows 
well the literature of the Faith and 
is familiar with the library. One 
should go directly to the librarian, 
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First Regional Teaching' Conference 01 Bahi'[s of Uruguay. 
Seuth America, held July 9-10, 1955. in Montevideo. 

Baha'i Youth of Brussels, Be]gium. 

although friendly relations should al
ways be established with the staff 
also. Remember that the librarian is 
a public servant and does his or her 
work by means of public funds. He 
or she is not an independent person 
and must in some degree keep in 
mind the Library Board and the pub
lic. If the librarian seems reluctant 
to place a Baha'i book. a copy of 
Baha'u'Hah and the New Era or a 
general pamphlet like the yellow 
Temple pamphlet might be left to be 
browsed over. Librarians are busy 
people and you are only one of their 
many patrons, The Library Service 
Committee has copies of the list of 
famous libraries, printed in God 
Passes By, which have our books. 

When you decide that "today is 
the day" in which to interview the 
librarian, go with some sample.~ of 
attractive Baha'i books. Be serene, 
confident, and yourself assured of 
the value and dignity of our litera· 
ture. 

Books donated do not always have 
to be Baha'i books. Such titles as 
the three mentioned above or other 
fine books reflecting the Baha'i at
titude may be given at times, but of 
course our prime purpose is to get 
Baha'i literature before the public. 
Sometimes when a Baha'i passes on, 
a Community or a pioneer may wish 
to give the library a memorial book 
in his honor. This is a nice gesture 
from several points of view and may 
make a good and natural contact, 
especially if the Baha'i was a lover 
of books and a user of the library. 

Occasionally a Baha'i donates a 
book to a library, goes, aiter what 
seems like a reasonable length of 
time, to the library and looks for the 
book card in the catalog and the 
book on the shelves, and finds 
neither. This may be due to a num
ber of causes. Libraries are usually 
very busy places and the technical 
work sometimes lags behind the 
service to the public, especially if 
the library is a small one and the 
staff limited. So be patient. But if 
after quite a wait, still nothing ap
pears, it is permissible to approach 
the librarian and, instead of asking 
why such and such a book is not on 
the shelves (it may be out-and then 
your highest hope would be ful
filled!) say that you know that this 
book has been donated to the li. 
brary and you (or SOme other per
son) would like to read it. Then you 
will be advised if the book is in cir
culation or if it has been for some 
reason removed from the shelves, if 
it ever got there. The very fact that 
a book is requested will usually 
speed up a catalog department to get 
the book into circulation as soon as 
possible. And sometimes books are 
simply "lift-ed" from the shelves by 
a too-interested public. In this case, 
you will have an opportunity to give 
another one. 

In one of our "fan" letters re
cently, we received the following in
teresting and practical report: 

"Last spring, as a personal proj
ect, I made up a brief case similar 
to a salesman's sample case, with 

pictures of interior, exterior of the 
Temple, cost, materials, also litera
ture, which has proved to be a good 
approach for business and library 
people I have met. As it is so easy 
to see, I find they give me more 
ti me and a ct a s if I were doing them 
the honor. . . . I work, but plan to 
cover as much as possible of the 
states of Washington, Oregon, Idaho, 
and Montana, visiting libraries, etc. 
As you see, I am trying to get a sur
vey, get books in libraries, plus get
ting them checked out." 

This is really "traveling teacher" 
service! 

Here in the middle west is another 
enthusiastic Baha'i, a young travel
ing salesman, who visits the li
braries in -every town or city he 
covers and finds out whether they 
have any BahftJi books. He keeps a 
record of territory covered and 
shares this with the National Li
brary Service Committee, so that As
semblies, groups, and individual be
lievers in the Area can assume the 
responsibility of contributing books 
to isolated communities where no 
Baha'is are r-esident. 

The Library Service Committee 
has outlined a project on an Area 
scale, which it hopes Soon to share 
with the believers through BAHA'i 
NEWS. 

Please address all communications 
to Miss Flora Emily Rottes, secre
tary, 406 West Iowa Street, Urbana, 
Illinois. 

-NATIO:N"AL LIBRARY SERVICE COMMITTEE 
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YOUTH TRAVELING TEACHERS Pettit of Fort Worth, on the Unity of 
Firesides in Laramie Mankind; David Luan, a Formosan 

student from Austin, On Unity in EcoThe Laramie Spiritual Assembly 
reports that after the Geyserville nomics, and Mr. M. W. Plummer, a 
Baha'i School three Arizona Baha'i young Negro attorney from Houston 

on Unity in Diversity, all relating' 
Youth visited Laramie. Two fire- to their mo;n topic, "The Baha"J' Pat-
sides __ -wer_~_held., ___ which we.r.e-_ah _. cu 

tern-for World U rri ty-. " 
tended by guests of several different 
nationalities. Included were a Hindu 
from the Punjab, a Muslim from 
Pakistan, a Spanish girl, a local 
school teacher. and several students 
from Abilene Christian College in 
Texas. On the following Sunday three 
Youth from Colorado Springs arrived 
in Laramie. They. with two of the 
Arizona Youth and a Laramie 
Baha'i, were special guests at a din
ner given at the Wesley Foundation 
Methodist Youth Center. After th~ 
dirmer color slides of Haifa were 
shown, and a talk on the Baha'i 
Faith was given by Ed Polley. Colo
rado Springs Youth, to the thirty
five members of the Methodist group 
present. Many fine questions were 
asked and deep interest shown by 
most of those present. As this was 
the final meeting of the Summer 
School at the University, many 
asked if Bah,;'1 books could be found 
in the libraries of other cities. 

Inter-Racial Panel Highlights 
AII-Texa. Gathering of Bah6'r. 

and Friends 

Six years ago, an invitation was 
sent out by the Regional Teaching 
Committee to the Texas Baha'IS inR 
viting them to come to a picnic 
planned for them at Flintrock, the 
home of Miss Anna Reinke, located 
a few miles west of Austin. The 
gathering was a huge success, with 
Baha'is coming from the far corners 
of Texas, many of them traveling 
several hundred miles just to meet 
their fellow Baha'is, some for the 
first time. 

This was the beginning of an an
nual event looked forward to with 
eagerness by both Baha'is and non
Bahit'!s-a time for feasting and fel
lowship in lovely natural surround
ings. 

Highlighting this year's picnic 
gathering was a panel of four young 
Baha'i speakers of different racial 
backgrounds who spoke to an audi
ence of more than seventy persons, 
about half of whom were non
Baha'is. Raul Walls from San An
tonio, of Spanish-American descent, 
spoke on U ni ty of Religion; Paul 

AREA NEWS BULLETINS 
The Area Bulletin of the South 

Central States reports that a suc
cessful week-end Conference was 
held in Wichita 7 Kansas, in August 
at the Allis HoteL The Saturday eve
ning dinner. at which thirty-three 
were present, .... vas followed by a 
stimulating public address by David 
Ruhe. M.D., on "World Religion for 
World Health." Forty-four Baha'is 
and their friends attended the lec
ture. Sunday was devoted to the de
liberations of the Conference, On the 
theme "Developing Our Baha'i Com
munities." Key subjects were pre
sented and discussed in four work
shop groups. 

The next conference in this area 
is planned for November 12-13 in 
Kansas City, Missouri. 

The Beverly, Massachusetts Spir
itual Assembly took charge of the 
Baha'i booth at the Topsfield Fair, 
the Area Bulletin for the New Eng
land States reports. Teaching Con
ferences in this Area were held dur
ing September in East Providence, 
Rhode Island, in Brattleboro, Ver
mont, and in Ipswich, Massar.ho
setts. The September bulletin of this 
Area carries an excellent statement 
on the Institution of the National 
Fund prepared by the National 
Treasurer, Mr. H. Borrah Kavelin. 

The South Atlantic States Area 
Bulletin reports a Conference held 
October 9 in goal city Tampa, Flo-r
ida. The Area Committee were in
vited to give a brief resume on the 
Faith at a membership rally of the 
NAACP in Tampa. About twelve 
members of this organization later 
accepted an invitation to a Baha'i 
fireside. 

The Southwestern States Area But
letin lists conferences scheduled for 
the month of October in Los Angeles; 
San Diego; San Francisco; Phoenix; 
Tu~son; Reno; Salt Lake City; 
Stockton, California (a goal city now 
having achieved Assembly status); 
and Verd., Valley, California. 

A two day conference was held at 
Chautauqua, New York for the 
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friends from Western Pennsylvania? 
Western New York, and the East 
Central States. A lively and inter
esting program based on the Ten 
Year Crusade was arranged and 
good publicity resulted from this en
deavor, according to the Area Bul
letin of the North Atlantic States. 
They also report an "exceedingly 
joyous meeting" in Albany on Sep
tember 10 was held by the Baha'is 
of Eastern New York. The Bulletin 
lists the following communities 
which are planning United Nations 
Day meetings: Rochester, New 
York; Yonkers, New York (in con
junction with Mt. Vernon); Syra
cuse, New York; Ridgewood, New 
Jersey; Jersey City, New Jersey. 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
The San Francisco Baha'i News 

reports that a five-inch one-column 
news item on the Baha'i appeal to 
the ~ah and Iranian government 
for protection of the Baha'is was 
printed on the church page of the 
San Francisco Examiner, August 13. 

In observance of Proclamation 
Day, Flint, Michigan held a public 
meeting in a local home. News items 
concerning the event were printed 
in seven city and county newspapers 
and sixteen free radio announce
ments were made over seven radio 
stations in Flint and the nearby 
towns of Owosso and Bay City. 

In Los Angeles The Baha'i Journal 
reported pI ans for observing the 
tenth anniversary of the United Na
tions at the center on October 23 in 
order to '!serve to identify the unify
ing forces of the Baha'i World Faith 
with the nation-wide appeal by the 
United Nations for peace and under
standing." 

EDITORIAL NOTE: In "The Baha'i Faith. 
1844-1952" the Guardian lists the 
"Reinforcement of ties binding the 
World Baha'! Community to the 
United Nations" as a World Cru
sade objective in the Ten-Year Teach· 
ing Plan. 

B.ha'! Books at Air Forc. Base 

At the request of the librarian at 
Elmendorf Air Force Base the 
Anchorage, Alaska, Spiritual &.
sembly has furnished the following 
Baha'i books to the Base library; 
Hidden Words, Baha'i World Faith, 
Prescription for Living, and Ba.nd
Vllah and the New Era. 
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BAHA'I SERVICE FOR THE BLIND 

The Committee reports the first 
request for Baha'i literature for the 
blind from ~Iexico, and the first 
transcription of Communion with 
God in Esperanto Braille. 

Spanish Braille: 
Single copies of Diseno Para La 

Sociedad Del Futuro, and La Unidad 
ReHgiosa were sent to Puebla, Mex
ico. It is interesting to know that 
these pamphlets transcribed into 
Spanish Braille by a member of the 
Committee had been proofread by 
a non·Baha'i blind Mexican contact 
in Los Angeles. 

Esperanto Braille: 
Kom'Uuro Kun Dio (Communion 

with God), recently translated from 
English edition into Esperanto by 
Miss Roan U. Orloff, has been tran· 
scribed into Esperanto Braille. Sev
eral hand-transcribed copies are 
ready for distribution. 

The Committee will be glad to re
ceive inquiries about literature for 
the Blind. Price list in English or 
in Braille win be sent on request. 
For printed list see BA.HA~i NEWS, 

November, 1954, page 6. 

Baha'i Service for the Blind 
844 North Hayworth Avenue 
Los Angeles 46, California 

AUDIO-VISUAL EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE ANNOUNCEMENT 

Color slides of the Baha'i House of 
Worship are now available, four 
slides for $1.00 in a small plastic 
container, through the Baha'i Audio
Visual Education Committee, to Lo
cal Assemblies and librarians for 
sale to the friends at a 20 per cent 
discount. They may also be obtained 
in photographic supply stores, with
out discount. 

The Committee is expecting to 
make available in photo stores 
throughout the world a set of slides 
of the Shrine of the Bab and of 
scenes at Haifa and Bahj i. through 
similar distribution arrangements 
made with Meston's Travels Inc. 

Requests for information concern
ing the plan of distribution and or
ders should be sent, with your name 
and address, to: 

Audio-Visual Education Committee 
51 Blauvelt Ave., Dumont, New 
Jersey. 

The Story of Louis G. Gregory. By 
Elsie Austin. The story of God's 
guidance to a receptive soul, the 
first Negro Hand of the Cause of 
Baha'u'llah (first published as an 
insert in BAHA'i NEWS, February. 
1953). Useful for inter-racial teach
ing work, and especially valuable 
in pioneering areas. Attractively 
printed the wide way on size5% x 3~~, 
brown ink on India paper, illustrated 
with picture of Louis Gregory. 
Five copies (minimum order) .. $ .. 50 
Fifty copies .................. $4.50 

In Preparation 

Children's Stories from "The Dawn~ 
Breakers." By Zoe Meyer. illustrated 
by Carl SchelIler. Dramatically writ
ten stories from The Dawn-Breakers 
for children up to about ten years 
of age that fill a vi tal need in our 
children's literature. Contains seven 
full-page beautifully executed draw
;n~s by Carl Scheffler that will de
light both children and adults. This 
book is now in the process of manu
facture and will be available ap
proximately November 18. 90 pages, 
size 8\1, x 11. Price per copy, $2.00. 
All advance orders will be recorded 
and shipped as soon as the book is 
availab1e. 

A Child's Book of Prayers is also 
being prepared, publication date to 
be some time in late November. This 
will be a 64-page illustrated book, 
hardbound, with buttercup yellow 
cover, size 6 l/S x 7 3/4. Tentative 
price per copy, $1.25. 

DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS 
AT HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Baha'i House of Worship at 
Wilmette, Illinois, is dedicated to the 
Unity of God, the Unity of His 
Prophets, the Unity of Mankind. In 
this spirit, public worship is con
ducted each Sunday at 3 :30 P.M. in 
the auditorium. Readers at these de· 
votional programs include Baha'is 
and guests. Choral selections are by 
the Baha'i House of Worship A Cap
pella Choir. 

The programs for the month of 
October follow: 

Order of Devotions-October 2, 1955 

Noble have I created thee, yet thou hast 
abas-ed thyselj. Rbe then unto that for which 
thou wa.$t created. 

-BaM 'u'llAh 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Cherubim Song-Bortniansky 

BAHA'r SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers and MeditatioilS. CLV p 248 
Gleallmgs, p. 299; p. 287 ,. 

OLD TESTAMENT 
Psalm 1 

NEW TESTAMENT 
Matthew 5:5-9. 13-lfi; 7:1-2 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

15 

'l11e Hidden Words of Baha'u'llah, From the 
ArabiC, Nos . .2:2, 1, 2, 26, 27 

CHflRAT, SELECTION 
Go Not Far From Me, 0 Lord-Haydn 

Morgan 
BARA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Gleanings, p. 270-271, p. 305 
Gleanings. p. 285-
Baha'i World Faith. p. 168 
Prayers and Meditations, IV, p. 6 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Hear My Cry, a God-Alexander Kopyloif 

Order of Devotions-October 9, 1955 

The Ptighest and nwst e:r:ceUtng g1'fice be
stowed upon men is the grace C1/ "attaining 
tmOO thl:! Presence oj God" and Of His rl:!cogn£. 
tion~ which has bee:n promised unto all people. 

-BahQ:'u'Uah 
BARA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Prayers and Meditations, CXVI p. 197 
The Kitab-i-lqan, p. 9'7 ' 

CHORAL SELJ!:CTlON 
Blessed Is the Spot (Prayer of Baha'ulllh) 

-Charles Wolcott 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Isaiah 30:18·21 
NEW TESTAMENT 

James 4:1~3, 5-10 
QUR'AN 

Sura XXX:4-18 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Heavenly Light - Alexander Kopyloff 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

The Kitab-i-Iqan p. 103, p. 118, p. 138; Glean
Ings. p. 313: The Hidden Words of Baba .• 
'u'Ilah, From the Arabic, Nos. 11, 30, 10 

CHORAL SELECTION 
Hear My Prayer, 0 Lord--Arkhangelsky 

Order of Devotions--October 16, 1955 

In an Dispemation.s the law oj p1'ayer hath 
constituted a fundamental element oj th4! 
Revelation of all Ute Prophets 01 God. 

-Bahi'u1l.8.h 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Almighty God of Our Fathers--.Tames 
BAffA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Baha'f Prayers. p. B2 
OLD TESTAMENT 

.Job 33:26: Psalms 50:14-15; :H:I-8; 100 
NEW TESTAMENT 

.Mark 11:22-26: Luke 11:5--13; Matthew a:5~13 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Alleluia-Randall Thompson 
QUR'AN 

Sura n:14'j"·148: Sura XI: 116.117; Sura I 
BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

Hidden Words of BaM'u'II.ah (from the 
Arabic), No. 16, 43 

Kita1:J..I.Iqan (The Book of Certitude). p. 39 
G1eanings, pop. 294, 265, 266, 243, 295; 
Advent of Divine Justice, p. 70 

Bah:§'i Prayers, P. 75 
CHORAL SELECTION 

From the Sweet-..<lcented Str-ecuns (Prayer of 
Baha'u'Jlah)-Charles Wolcott 

Order of Devotions--October 23, 1955 

All praise, 0 my God, be to Thee Who art 
the Source of aU !1!OT"]J and majesty, oj great
nesS" and hono ... oj sovereignty and dominUm., 
of loftiness and grace, of awe and power . • • 
Of aU who are In heaven and on. earth, 1tOft1! 
("t'1:Tt 1c~thstnnd the operaticm of Thv sooe-reign. 
Will.. From. an eteTni~1 Thou didst rule tM 
entire creation. and T1wtr. wilt con.ti-n.ue far 
etJermoro to exercise Thy domtTtion. over all 
Cl"l:!ated things. 

-BaM 'u 1iAb 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Let All the Nations Praise the Lord-Volck
mar Lelsrjng 

BAHA'I SACRED WRITINGS 
Frayel"S and Meditations, LIX, p. 94 

OLD TE.~AMENT 
Psalm 00: 



NEW TESTAMENT 
Matthew 4:10.; John 4:23 

QUR'AN 
SUra XXIV, 36-.38; 41-42: Sura I 

CHORAL SELECTION 
o Come Ye Servants of the Lord-C. TYe 

BAHKI SACRED WRrrINGS 
Prayers and Meditations, pp. 271-2'72; LXXV. 

p. 123; Gleanings. pp. 60--61 
Prayers and Meditations. CLITI, p . .245 

CHORAL SELEcrION 
Laud His Name-P, Ivanoff 

Order of Devotions-October 30, 1955 

o mm! This £s a matchJess Day. Match-!ess 
must, likewise, be the tongue that celebTateth 
the p1'aise oj the Desire ot an nationS, and 
matchless the deed that aspi'1'eth to !:toll' accept
able in His sir;rht. The whole hUman race hath 
loftged for this Day. that pe,-chance it '"-411 
fulfil that which well !:teseemeth its .stattcm, 
and is worthy ot its destiny. 

-Baba'u'lMh 
CHORAL SELEctION 

Arise, 0 God, and Show Thy Might-Haydn 
M. Morgan 

BABA'1 SACRED WRITINGS 
Prayers and Meditations, pp. 35-:36; Glean

ings, vn. p. 10 
OLD TESTAMENT 

Psalm 24.: Micah 4:1-5 
NEW TESTAMENT 

Revelation 21:1·5 
QUR'AN 

SUra LXXV: 1-12 
CHORAL SELECTION 

Now We Sing Thy Praise - P. Tschesnokof! 
SARA'I SACRED WRITINGS 

The World Order of Babs'u'IUih. pp. 1<16·107: 
Gleanings, p. 6, p. 7, p. 213, p. 3!1 
Prayers and Meditations, LXXI, p. 117 

CHORAL SELECTION 
We '!bank Thee, Lord - Dimitri Bortniansky 

HOLY DAYS 
November 12-Birth of Bahl'u'IUh 
November 26--Day of the Covenant 
November 2B-Ascension of ~Ab-

du'l-Baha 

COMMI'I'TEES 

Alaska Teaching Committee 

FEASTS 
November 4---Qudrat (Power) 
November 23--Qawl (Speech) 
December 12-Masa'il (Questions) 

PROCLAMATION DAYS 
November 12, Anniversary of 
Birth of Baha'u'lliih-to proclaim 
the appearance of the Promised 
One of all religions as the hope of 
the world. 

December 4, Baha'i State Conven
tions-to publicize delegate at
tendance and progress of the Ten
Year World Spiritual Crusade. 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEM· 
BL Y MEETINGS 

November 24, 25, 26, 27 

BAHA'j HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

Visiting hours 

Weekdays and Saturdays: 
10:30 A.M.-4:30 P.M. 
(the Auditorium only will be 
open) 
Sundays: 10:30 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 
(tbe entire building will be open) 

Service of Worship: Sunday at 3 :30 
P.M., lasting until 4:15 (No guid· 
ed tours will be conducted during 
the program of worship.) 

Holy days and Anniversaries cele
brated at the Baha'i House of Wor
ship. 

Birth of Baha'u'llah, November 12 
Day of the Covenant, November 26 

BAHA'i DIRECTORY CHANGES 
Dist. of Columbia 

NOVEMBER, 1955 

Holy Days and Anniversaries cele
brated at the Baha'i House of Wor
ship are open to the pUblic. The 
meeting begins at 8:00 P.M, of the 
day preceding the anniversary 
date. 

"Death profJereth unto every con
fident believer the cup that is lije 
indeed. It bestoweth joy, and is the 

bearer oj gladness. It conlerreth the 
gift of everlasting life. l1 

Mr. W. Irving Braddock 
Paso Robles, California 

Mrs. Mabel Hyde Paine 
Urbana, TIlinois 
Aug. 15, 1955 

Mrs. Mable Vicary 
Detroit, Michigan 
Sept. 4, 1955 

Mrs. Georgia Blodgett 
Reedley. California 

Miss Caroline M. Riedle 
Altadena, California 
Sept. 7, 1955 

Miss Jane Ogilvie 
Santa Ana, California 
September, 1955 

Mr. Charles A. Welch 
Kansas Cit..,.., Missouri 
s.·pt. 16, 1955 

Mr. Louis H. Keller 
Delmar, New York 
Sept. 23, 1955 

Mrs. Almeda Bacome 
Lima, Ohio 
Sept. 27, 1955 

-BAHA'U'U.Afi 

Washington: Miss Bernice Bernardo, 1906 R. St .. N.W. 

Mr. Rex King, Secy., Box 14, Spenard, Alaska. Michigan 
Niles Township: Mrs. Louise W. Love, 53 Miller St., Niles, 

Montana ASSEJvIBLY SECRETARIES 

Alaska 
Anchorage: Mrs. Mabel Amidon, 820 8th Ave., Anchorage. 

Colorado 
El Paso County: Mrs. Kathryn Rernple, 1616 Mesa Ave., 
Colorado Springs. 
Jefferson County: Mrs. Julie B. Hathaway, 5555 W. 16th 
Ave., Denver 14. 

Helena: Mr. Robert J, Gagnon, 911 E. 6th, Apt. 3. 

Tennessee 
Memphis: Miss Johanna Zimmermann, 245 South Watkins 
Ave.. 

South Dakota 
Sioux. Falls: Mrs. Vera D, Esinhart, Baha'i Center, 210~~ S. 
Main Street. 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community, 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national com.mittees and local assemblies of 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands, Material is due in Wilmette On the first day of the month 
precedlng the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1955-56: Mrs. Eunice Braun, 
Mrs. Beatrice Ashton. Miss Charlotte Linfoot, 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illino!s. U.S.A. 
Change of address sbould be reported directly to National Baha'I Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. TIlinois, U.S.A. 
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PASSING OF HAND 
OF CAUSE 

On November 12 the NSA of Ger, 
many cabled as follows: "Grieved 
convey passing (of) Varqa, Hand 
(of the) Gause (on) Birthday (of) 
Baba'u'llah, burial (November) fif, 
teenth (in) Stuttgart." 

This message reported the great 
loss to the Baha'i world of Mr. 
Valiyu'IIah Varqa, esteemed and be
loved Hand of the Cause of Persia, 
whose services are so well known to 
Baha'is of East and West. 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL AsSEMBLY 

APPOINTMENT OF HAND 
OF THE CAUSE 

On N ovem ber 15 the NSA of the 
United States received this cabled 
message from the revered Guard
ian: "Inform Hands (and) National 
Assemblies (that) Varqa's son, 'All 
Muhammad (has been) appointed 
(to) succeed his father now gathered 
(into the) concourse on high (in the) 
Abha Kingdom, as Trustee (of) 
Huquq (and) elevated (to) rank (of) 
Hand (of the) Cause." (signed) 
SBOGm. 

To Mr. 'Ali Mu\lammad Varqa. the 
friends will direct their spiritual 
appreciation and prayerful good 
wishes for the success of his respon
sible two-fold mission in service to 
the Faith. 

-NATIONAL SPJRlTUAL AsSEMBLY 

RECOGNITION OF BAHA'j 
HOLY DAYS 

The Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Madison, Wisconsin, re
ports that on October 17, 1955, the 
Board of Education for the Madison 
Public Schools recognized the Baba'i 
Holy Days in relation to the absence 
of Baha'i children from school 
on those days. 

BAHA'I YEAR 112 

Life in the Kingdom 
Membership In the Community 

Beloved Friends: 
Each year there are fewer Amer

ican Baha'is who can testify from 
their own experience to the spiritual 
effect which 'Abdu'l-Baha's presence 
produced upon the believers in 1912. 
Year by year the mem bership of the 
community changes as new appli
cants are enrolled. At anyone time, 
the community includes Baha'is 
whose membership has lasted from 
a few days to forty or more years. 
Thus throughout the community 
there is necessarily a wide diversity 
in the inner understanding of what 
the Faith is and what membership 
means, for in its unfoldment the 
Baha'i community emphasizes one 
aspect at one time and another as
pect at another time. We meet be
lievers who so emphasize the spirit
ual that they seem to regard the 
administrative order as an interfer
ence with the processes of the inner 
life, and on the other hand there 
are believers so engrossed in ad
ministrative affairs that they regard 
the spiritual life as a by-prodUct, or 
idealistic background for the com
munity program of meetings and ac
tivities. 

C an we find a com mon unders tand
ing, acceptable to all, which recon
ciles these two contrasting types or 
points of view? 

A Baha'i who has been confirmed 
and not merely enrolled lives si
m ultaneously in three worlds. He 
lives in the Kingdom, he lives in 
the Baha'i community and he lives 
in the world of humanity. 

Baha'u'113.h's Revelation is a cre
ation: He re-created the pure life of 
the Kingdom in wafting over man
kind the breaths of the Holy Spirit. 
To be a Baha'i is to be born into 
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this realm of reality and be moti
vated by its state of faith and love. 
Its bounty is a sense of ecstacy which 
rises from mysterious depths and 
transmutes the conditions of life 
from the mean to the noble. It is 
from this realm that the believers 
can and must derive understanding 
of the laws and principles of the 
Administrative order, and from this 
understanding a willing obedience to 
the Laws and Ordinances of the New 
Age. 

His Revelation also created a pure 
order of truth uniting the heart and 
mind with the Kingdom, with the 
cosmos and with human society. In 
this world man's destiny calls upon 
the soul to strive to attain order in 
society reflecting the order of the 
Universe. Therefore the Baha'i does 
not remain quiescent in the ecstacy 
of the love of God but like a war
rior he enters upon the field of strug
gle and sacrifice, The connection be
tween the worlds of the Kingdom 
and of the Administrative order is 
that the former generates the vision 
and maintains the ardor of service 
while the latter represents the spe
cific task to be achieved. The pur
pose of the Revelation of Baha'u'll3.h 
is to uni te humanity in one F ai th 
and one Order. Unity in one Faith 
is not a complete and enduring unity. 
There must be unity in one Order 
as well. 

But though the loyal Baha'i gives 
his best effort to the work of the 
commWlity he does not depart from 
the Kingdom-he seeks to convey its 
spirit and its love to the community 
of believers. The laws and ordi· 
nances are blessings from God which 
the Baha'i endeavors to establish as 
pillars of a new society. The insti
tutions, he realizes, are divinely 
created in order to establish peace' 
and justice upon earth. Contact and 
association with fellow Baha'is is his 
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Progress of the Internationa.l Bahi!i Archives Bunding on Mt. Ca.rmel, Haifa, as of September, 1955. Left, shuttering and steel 
for the beams; right, columns supporUng the main fJoor and sheU of the building. 
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opportunity to demonstrate the life 
of the Kingdom. 

To be a Baha'i means confirmation 
and rebirth. that a new heart and 
a new mind may be attained; and 
it then means enrollment as one's 
cons ecra tion to serve with the gifts 
of the spirit. Both realms are real, 
both essential, both must be experi
enced in becoming a Baha'i. Some 
attain confirmation quickly, others 
win it by long and patient work and 
prayer. Fortunate the believer who 
has balance. Ii ving consciously in 
both the Kingdom and the Admin
istrative order with a soul at peace, 
neither aloof nor self-absorbed on the 
one hand, nor immersed in petty de
tail on the other. Tl).e new World 
Order can only be established from 
the Kingdom. Baha'is who are con
firming souls and strengthening the 
institutions are rendering the utmost 
service to mankind. No human ac
tivity can compare in value to the 
work of the Faith. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AssEMBLY 

WORLD RELIGION DAY 
THEME ANNOUNCED 

"Religious Liberty" will be the 
theme of the Seventh Annual World 
Religion Day observance on January 
15, 1956, the National Spiritual As
sembly has announced. 

World Religion Day is now the 
most important of all Baha'i public 

proclamation events, and all Baha'i 
communities are urged to plan out
standing programs and publicity to 
further acquaint the public with the 
Baha'i principle of the fundamental 
oneness of religion. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has issued a special statement on 
the subject of "Religious Liberty," 
which will be made available to all 
communities for wide distribution to 
contacts (see announcement in Pub
lications) . 

Baha'i Press Service will mail a 
news release and a suggested ad
vertisement to the Baha'i press rep-

resentatives to assist in local pub
licity. 

With these materials. communities 
should be well prepared to carry out 
a strong public relations program for 
this event. 

SAVING TIME AND EXPENSE 

Observe Correct Addressing of Mail 
The great number of requests and 

orders coming to the Baha'i Pub
lishing Trust, the BAHA'i NEWS, and 
the National Administrative Head
quarters for forwarding to the vari
ous committees or offices is placing 

The Baha'i World, Vol. XII 
Preliminary Announcement 

Volume XII of THE BAHA'i WORLD embraces the period Ridvim 
1950 t to Ri,,"van, 1954, and therefore includes such tremendous e~ent~ 
as the Centenary of the Martyrdom of the Bab, the Centenary of the 
Birth of Bah.a:u'llah's MiSSion, the dedication of the House of Wor
ship, the completion of the Shrine of the Bah, the Intercontinental 
Teaching Conferences, and the beginning of the World Crusade. 

The publication date and price will be reported as soon as possible. 
Meanwhile, since this is news of such world-wide importance to the 
Baha'is, and a publishing enterprise of great magnitude, the 
believers are urged to place advance orders now, with deposit of 
$5.00, with the Baha'! Publishing Trust. Not only will this cooperation 
expedite the flow of published works to the readers but also enable 
the Publishing Trust to make a more accurate estimate of the quan
tity required. 

-NATIONAL SpmrruAL ASSEMBLY 
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ROY WILHELM MEMORIAL 
This memorial to Roy Cochran Wilhelm, erected by 

one of the friends on behalf of the Guardian, is located at 
an elevation of 150 feet on the side of Spreckled Mountain, 
five miles from North Lovell, Maine, which is about 130 
miles north of Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 

The land area of the memorial is about a quarter of an 
acre, and lies in about the center of the property on 
which Mr. Wilhelm lived for the last twelve years of his 
life. Mr. Wilhelm discovered this spot while on a hunting 
trip in 1929 and was so impressed by the inspiring view of 
Keazar Lake and the surrounding mountains that on 
retirement from business some years later he built a 
beautiful log cabin 700 feet up the side of Spreckled 
Mountain, where he lived until his death in December. 
1951. 

a great strain on facilities and per
sonnel already overburdened with 
details. Many hours of time and 
much expense can be saved~ and 
more efficient service provided, if 
the friends will make better use of 
the Baha'i Directory which is pub
lished for their convenience. Before 
sending in a request or making are· 
port, please check the Directory and 
BAHA'i NEWS for the addresses of 
committees or offices responsible for 
handling such matters. Instructions 
are always given in detail on any 
special item or project announced in 
BAHA'i NEWS. 
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PIONEER LmERS 
Africa 

French Somaliland 
The United States Africa Teach

ing Committee has given permission 
for publication of excerpts from a 
letter received from the pioneers in 
Djibouti, French Somali1and: 

HOn August 6, two other Baha'is 
and myself went by jeep to Hergei· 
sho? British Somaliland. The object 
of the trip was to try to find a job 
for one of the believers from Egypt. 
I took three Bahati books with me 
and said to myself 'I shall make 
this a Baha'; teaching trip.' 

"Our program was to spend one 
day only in Hergeisho. As soon as 

we reached our destination, we met 
a young educated Somali. 'This is 
one of the three,' I promised my
self, ~and the first to whom I shall 
deliver the message.' But, I did not 
know how to s tart the subj ect. We 
went together in search of a hotel. 
Wherever we went. we were told 
there was no accommodation. Fi
nally. we got to a small place right 
at the other end of town. Here the 
answer was 'Yes, We can put you 
up.' 

"An elderly gentleman with white 
hair and white skin met us. 'Are
you Egyptians?' 'Yes.' '1 am from 
Haifa/ he said. Imagine my surprise, 
my happiness, and my ullcontrollable 
urge to lead the conversation to the 
Faith. 1 asked, 'Did you visit the 
Baha'i Holy Shrines?' 

"The man's face lit like a shining 
star. He shouted with happiness, 
'Are you Baha'is?' 'Yes!' With a 
voice trembling with emotion, the 
old man said, ~I knew ~Abdu'l Baha!' 
and told us with excitement what he 
knew about the Master. Tears were 
flowing from my eyes. My Baha'i 
friend and the young Somali were 
listening intently to the touching 
story. I asked the young Somali, 'Did 
you hear about the Baha'i Faith?' 
'No.' I gave him one of the- books. 

"I remained with the old man until 
10 p.m. The name Baha'i was fa
miliar to him, but he_ knew nothing 
of the principles of the Faith. 1 gave 
him the second book to read. 

"I remembered one of our new 
Baha'is. who had temporarily gone 

] 

away on a business trip. I also knew 
he had written to his brother, urg· 
ing him to investigate the truth. 1 
inquired about the young man, found 
him, spoke to him~ and gave him the 
third book. 

"Some time ago we sent you the 
declaration card of a well-lmown, 
well-educated man. When he became 
a Baha'i he began to teach the Faith 
and to declare openly that he was 
the first one of this territory to ac
cept the new Prophet, Bah" 'u'llah. 
This increased the jealousy of the 
enemies of the Faith, and their anger 
against us. Ten days ago a group of 
hooligans attacked his home with 
stones. etc. Nevertheless, he is still 
teaching the Faith, and nothing can 
intimidate him. 

"Our nvo children came home to 
spend the school holidays. One night 
they went to the cinema~ and there 
a group of fanatics attacked them 
and threw stones on them. One was 
hit on the chest, the other was hit 
on the head and fainted. The police 
could not catch the culprits.?' 

Gambia 
Mr. F. Roozbehyan, Baha'j pioneer 

in Bathurst, Gambia. writes: "I ar· 
rived by air in Bathurst, Gambia, on 
February 19, 1954, and since then 
have remained here. Up to six or 
seven months, however I tried, I only 
was able to confirm one Christian 
Syrian and was so fed up with illness 
and lack of success that I wrote a 
petition to our most beloved Guard
ian asking for his fervent prayers in 
the Holy Shrines f£?r my success and 
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First Spiritual Assembly of tbe Baha'is of Bathurst, Gambia, 
elected April, 1955. 

First Spiritual Assembly of the Bah8.'is of Lamin, near Batb
urst, Gambia, elected April, 1955. 

health. As soon as the petition 
reached Haifa my health improved 
and I was able to confirm one more 
Christian in the Hospital in the same 
ward where I was. There also I got 
an inspiration to try to collect some 
of the prophecies in the Qur' an re
garding this Holy Faith, for the ben
efit of the Muslim population who 
have a majority here. As soon as 
I was out of the hospital I collected 
these prophecies and began to te-ach 
the Cause to an influential Muslim 
and in a short time he was con
vinced and confirmed. Then the mer
cies of the Most Merciful God began 
to pour on me and in a short time 
r was able to get a large number 
of the pure souls confirmed in this 
Holy Faith. and this was only due 
to the fervent prayers of our most 
beloved. Guardian. During the Ri4van 
of this year four Local Spiritual As
semblies were formed in four towns 
of Bathurst, Serekunda, Lamin and 
Brikama and a group was formed 
in the town of Bakau. Now there 
are several hundred Baha'is in Gam· 
bia and daily this number is increas
ing." 

Latin America 

French Guiana 
From Hart Friedland the follow

ing news has been received: 
"Twice a week I visit the hospital 

where some of the leper patients 
are kept, I read to them as well as 

to the others. One of the staff doc
tors always drives me home after 
these visits, and occasionally I show 
him certain passages in the Baha'i 
Writings which are of interest to 
him. He has given me permission 
to leave Baha'i literature in his re
ception room for the patients to read. 
This type of cooperation is one of the 
blessings that Baha'u'llah is send
ing me in answer to your prayers. 
The number of readers of Baha'i 
literature is increasing from week 
to week." 

Falkland Islands, South Atlantic 
From John Leonard comes word: 
"An interesting development in the 

progress of the teaching here is the 
number of people who are using the 
short healing prayer, or the beautiful 
one by the Master, beginning 
'0 God, refresh and gladden my 
spirit ... ' One ladYt who has been 
more or less an invalid attributes 
her recent improvement to the use 
of the Baha'i healing prayer, which 
she uses morning and evening . . . 
I am doing substitute duty for one 
of the lighthouse keepers. It is a 
wonderful disciplinary experience for 
a Baha'i. Just as he sees to the 
needs of the beacon, which will help 
guide those attempting to find their 
way through the stormy seas of the 
South Atlantic, so he becomes more 
aware of the need for constantly at
tending to the greater Light. In this 
job, you come to ~ocus every energy 

on keeping the light going-keeping 
the light going-keeping the light 
going, " 

Uruguay 

Ed Belcher writes: "I just wrote 
to a Baha'i saying how pioneermg 
swells the heart with a love that 
could never be obtained any other 
way. I feel as though Baha'u'lhlh 
measures my steps and times me 
for making contacts. If I had waited 
until I was prepared for pioneering 
in a foreign land, I would never 
have gone anywhere; but taking Dr. 
Edris Rice-Wray's suggestion, 'to 
keep in motion,' things happened and 
you can see that Bahci'u'llah directs 
you to a certain place at a certain 
time for that contact. Just in motion 
for a walk. Baha'u'llah steers me 
into many wonderful experiences 
giving the Glad Tidings. Let all 
Bah" 'is try this. They will be amazed 
at the results, keeping in motion and 
looking for and making opportunities 
for teaching." 

AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND 

Pidgin English and Roviana are 
the latest languages into which 
Baha'i pamphlets have been trans. 
la!ed through the instrumentality of 
the Australia-New Zealand National 
Spiritual Assembly. The Roviana 
translation was done by one of the 
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First Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of SeTekunda.. Gambia. 
elected April, 1955. 

First SplrltuaJ Assembly of the Baba'is of Brtkama, Gambia. 
elected April, 1955. 

new Solomon Islands Baha'is. The 
Pidgin English transl a tion was done 
in Rabaul and is entitled "Olsamting 
Long Bilip Baha'i." This pamphlet 
is expected to have wide distribution 
throughout Melanesia. 

AMERICAN INDIAN SERVICE 
Progress in translation of the pam

phlet "A New Day Comes" into a 
second Indian language, Navajo, is 
reported by the American Indian 
Service Committee. TIle translation 
is now in the process of being re
viewed. 

This Committee also reports that 
two American Indians have been re
cently welcomed into the ranks of 
the Faith, one a Cherokee and the 
other a Sioux, 

CANADA 
The New Territories Committee of 

the Canadian National Spiritual As
sembly reports that as of October 19, 
1955, four of their goals are unfilled. 
These are Anticosti Island, Iceland, 
Keewatin, and Marquesas Islands, 
The following goals have only one 
resident Baha'i: Greenland, Grand 
Manan Island, Newfoundland; and in 
Labrador, Magdalen Islands, St. 
Pierre and Miquelon Islands there 
are only two resident Baha'is. For 
these goals additional pioneers are 

needed. In Samoa Islands, Queen 
Charlotte Islands and Baranof Island 
there are five Baha'is resident, and 
on Cape Breton Island the four pio
neers held their first public meeting 
in Sydney, in November, with Mrs. 
Laura Davis of Toronto as speaker. 

CENTRAL AMERICA 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

of the Baha'is of Central America 
and the Antilles reports the acquisi
tion of a I;Ia,iratu'I-Quds for El Sal
vador in San Salvador, thus fulfilling 
another objective of the Global Cru
sade for this National Assembly. 

EI S.lv.dor Hazlr. Opened 
For the opening of the new 

~Iaefratu'l-Quds, on October 19, forty
five printed invitation cards had 
been sent out by the Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of San Salva
dor. Four talks were given at the 
meeting held during the opening: by 
Marjorie Stee who selected a num
ber of quotations from the Writings 
to explain "What Is a Baha'i?"; by 
Ofelia Montalvo, on the Baha 'j Faith 
in El Salvador; by Amanda Mena 
on the birth of the Faith, illustrating 
her talk with a beautiful poster pic
turing the unity of mankind; by Mr. 
William DeForge, member of the 
American Auxiliary Board, who 
spoke on world unity, emphasizing 
that Baha'u'Uah brings the return of 

the Christ spirit; and by Margaret 
Mills on what the future holds. Mr. 
Marc Antonio Martinez of Nicaragua 
was chairman of the meeting. 
Baha'is and their friends worked to
gether to make the occasion a joy
ous one. Twenty-eight people attend
ed the celebration of the opening of 
the new ij:a:?ira. 

SOUTH AMERICA 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

of the Baha'is of South America re
ports progress in their tasks of the 
World Spiritual Crusade. The spirit 
of the pioneers in their goal terri
tories reveals that "although life on 
an island or in any new territory 
can have its very lonesome mo
ments, the bounty of being able to 
obey and serve the beloved Guardian 
in this Day is a priceless one." 

On Juan Fernandez the Baha~i 
Community of ten Baha'is meets 
twice a week and youth groups of 
different ages have been formed. 

In British Guiana and the Wind
ward Islands, particularly, the Faith 
is becoming more and more widely 
known, 

Maori T ran,l.tion Printed 
From Cook Islands comes the news 

that the first translation into Maori 
has been printed. This Baha'i pam
phlet is entitled "Te an Tume Ma
maata 0 Te Akarongo Baha'i." 
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WESTERN HEMISPHERE/cENTRAL ALASKA 
AND SOUTH AMERICA 

"The beli""er. of G<>d musl display '''e ulmosl e!Jorl, upraise Ihe divine melody Ihroug/wul t/wse 
regions [Alaska, ,lfexico, and the Republics of Central and SoUl" America], promulgale '''e heavenly 
teachings and waft over aU t.he spirit 0/ eternal life, so t.hal those Republics may become ao iUu
mined ",ilh the splendors and e!Julgences of Ihe Sun of Reality Ihat they may become the objects of 
praise and commendation of all other countries • •. " 

A.bout Pioneering 
"ONE other thing I would like to say 

about pioneering: you teach con
stantly, which is one of the greatest 
blessings. It is as though we were 
doctors who are on call 24 hours a 
day. Baha'u'llflh keeps us busy con
stantly _ If you want to sincerely 
serve the Faith, and I'm sure you 
do, it will be a step you will never 
regret. You will get on your knees 
and thank God that you got on that 
plane or boat and traveled to one 
of these countries." 

-From an American pioneer in 
Venezuela to a prospective pioneer 

in the U.S.A. 

-A merica's Spiritual Mission, p. 19 

Right above shows a fireside held on Sunday afternoons at Adelaide, New Providence, In tbe Bahama Islands. LeN. below, 
is ~ First Spiritual Assembly of the Baba.'is of Georgeto'Wn, British Guiana, fonned April, 1955. Mr. and Mrs. Ricbard Back· 

wen. pioneers from Eng]and. are standing second from right (rear) and second from left (front), respectively. 

Letters From Pioneers 

From Frances Benedict Stewart on an island off Chile: 

"General unrest and many strikes in ChHe have caused much 
turmoil, so we were without mail or even food supplies for over two 
months from the Continent! Food, other than fish and mutton and 
goat's meat, must all be sent from Chile. But neighbor shares with 
neighbor, and a lovely woman dentist from Bolivia insisted that 
I must have my meals with her and her husband (who is a refugee 
from Estonia). This revealed the fact that she is an expert in two 
of the most important Indian languages of all South America, and 
she is now translating some Baha'i prayers into Guichue and 
Aymara, languages used by the Indians in Peru and Bolivia. She 
is also studying the Faith with me. So - the wonders of His Assist· 
ance and ever-present Guidance are limitless, and there is indeed, 
not enough paper on which to record it all!" 

From Shirley Warde and Cora Oliver in British Honduras: 

"One is reminded that 'God works in mysterious ways His won
ders to perform' as events in the lives of the people tum them to Us 

for answers. A young boy of fifteen went out in a little dory with 
another, and the boat was blown out to sea where it collapsed. The 
boys were drowned. The grandparents, an uncle, and a niece came 
to us for solace and comfort. Life after death took on a new mean
ing as they read the Baha'i teachings. Little by little, understanding 
filled their hearts, and they tried to comfort the parents of the boy 
and help the rest of the large family to understand. It has brought 
them very close to us." 



BAHA'I NEWS 

GOALS IN LATIN AMERICA 

Before Ridvan - 1956 
Central America - 7 Pioneers 
South America - 14 Pioneers 

These are the minimum number of pioneers 
who must travel to countries in Latin America 
during the next few months to assist in the 
building of new Local Spiritual Assemblies by 
April 21, 1956. 

These pioneers will be performing important 
tasks in the formation of four Regional National 
Spiritual Assemblies in Latin America - to be 
elected in April, 1957. 

If you are interested in being one of the 21 
pioneers to ,jpush off" by April of 1956, please 
write for a pioneer application to: 

Mrs. Katherine l\'IcLaughlin 
Western Hemisphere Teaching Committee 
73 College Road West 
Princeton, New Jersey 

ALASKA 

The FJrst Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Juan Fernan
dez Island, Chile, formed. April, 1955. One memb2r is miss

ing, who was iII a.t the time the photograph was taken. 

PRACTICAL POINTS With a cablegram from the GuardR 

ian calling for formation of the Alas· 
ka National Spiritual Assembly by 
Ric;lvan 1957, the teaching campaign 
of Alaska went into high gear. Goal 
cities for this year are Juneau and 
Ketchikan, with work among the Es
kimos, another goal, being actively 
carried on in Pt. Barrow, where 
Frances Wells settled last summer. 
The new Hazira in Anchorage, ded
icated Augu~t 6, fulfilled a major 
goal of the Alaska BaM'i Commu
nity, now supported by three thriving 
Assemblies, Anchorage, Anchorage 
Recording District, and Fairbanks. 

1. If you are interested in pioneering in Latin America, start to study 
Spanish immediately. It is possible to borrow Linguaphone courses 
from public libraries. 

2. Consult with the Western Hemisphere Teaching Committee about 
job opportunities, destination, and hving conditions in Latin America. 
The Committee has compiled a library of facts and figures on every 
aspect of pioneering. Each member of the Committee wishes to assist 
you in pioneering to the particular goal that is right fOT you. 

3. Please do not contact. foreign consulates or authorities without first 
consulting with the Committee. Through consultation, you will be 
referred to the exact office or party that can assist you. 

Left, lDdian CblldTeD 
at the Ba.hi.'i Indian 
Cultural Insti
tute. Chichlcastenan
go, Guatemala. On 
the right five mem
bers of the Spiritual 
Assembly of Mana.
gua, Nicaragua, meet
ing with A.rtemus 
Lamb (center front), 
chairman of the Cen
tral America Nation
al SpirUual Assembly, 

w hen incorporation 
papers from the gov
ernment of Nicaragua 

were received. 



Ba.u'is who attended the first Asia Teaching Conference held In Nikko, Japan, September %3--25, 1955. Besides Japan. the fO!
IowinK countries were represented: CaroUne Islands, Fol'Dlosa, Gua.m, Hong Kong, Korea. :Macao. Iran. and the Uaited 

states of America 

Echoes From Nikko 
"Fervently praying unprecedented 

victories." With these words from 
the beloved Guardian's cablegram 
ringing in their hearts, the Baha'i 
pioneers and delegates went home 
from the Asia Teaching Conference 
in Nikko, Japan (see report in No
vember BAHA'i NEWS) with confi
dence that somehow, somewhere· 
they would find ready souls waiting 
to help them achieve these promised 
victories. 

The first was one in Nikko itself. 
Here one who had been studying the 
Faith for some time declared his 
acceptance and was enrolled as a 
believer within an hour after the 
close of the conference. 

Before this historic gathering 
ended the newly formed World Coun
cil for Inter-Faith Cooperation in
vited Baha'i representatives to meet 
with about thirty outstanding educa
tional and religious leaders in Tokyo. 

Here the address of the beloved Hand 
of the Cause of God, Mr. Dhikru'l!ah 
Khadem, aroused such response that 
several of the group asked where 
they could learn more about these 
things of which he spoke. The im
mediate follow-up meeting arranged 
by the Tokyo Baha'is brought to the 
l::fa?iratu'l-Quds a number of these 
same people and several others, 
some of them arriving an hour be
fore the time set for the meeting. 

Mr. Khadem spoke again, this time 
going more deeply into such subjects 
as the nature of religion, its moti
vating influence on society t the na
ture and spiritual power of the 
Prophet, and progressive revelation. 

One of those who attended both 
meetings is a leader of a religious 
group of 20,000 members. He be
came so deeply attracted that ar
rangements were made for him to 
spend two entire days with Mr. 
Khadem at the home of one of the 

Baha'is in Osaka where further dis· 
cussion of the Teachings went on 
from early morning to late at night. 
The ultimate decision of this soul 
is in the Hands of God, but his re
sponse has reminded the Baha'is of 
Japan of the promise of 'Abdu'l-Baha 
referred to at the Nikko conference, 
that when the Teachings of Baha
'u'llah reach the religious lead
ers of Japan the Cause will spread 
like fire. 

For three weeks following the con
ference Mr. Khadem and some of 
the other visiting BaM. 'is traveled 
to various cities throughout Japan 
always finding new souls ready and 
waiting for the Faith. 

In Hiroshima, the city that has 
suffered so much at the hands of 
man, Mr. l'\l1adero, Mr. N. Momtazi 
and Miss Agnes Alexander found, in 
a meeting with an English conversa
tion club, a young man so enthusias
tic that he. too, spent two whole 
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days with them, accepted the Faith 
completely, visited the Baha'is in 
Kobe a few days later. and returned 
to open a Baha'i center in his home 
where a dozen or so friends from 
Kansai and some thirty Hiroshima 
students heard Mr. Khadem and in
augurated a program of weekly fire
sides. One of the believers writes: 
"Thus. the situation in Hiroshima 
has changed from difficult to very 
favorable in less than three weeks." 

There were new contacts too, in 
Osaka, where· Philip Marangella and 
the visiting Baha'is spoke before the 
English-speaking club of one of the 
leading newspapers of Japan. 

These are but a few of the many 
illustrations of how the beloved 
Guardian's prayers for Japan are 
being fulfilled. One of the delegates 
who attended the conference expres
ses it this way: "We have been so 
busy since Nikko that we can't even 
remember what has happened, ex
cept that we know everything is dif
ferent now." And another, a new 
Japanese believer, writing of her ex
periences in the three weeks follow
ing the conference, says: "When we 
received the beloved Guardian's con
ference cablegram mentioning 'un
precedented victories' I did not real
ize its full meaning then. Now, you 
know, everything got on fire." 

In Nikko there is an enormous bell 
which was hand made in Korea many 
years ago. Each hour from six in 
the morning to nine at night, a little 
kimono-clad Japanese mounts the 
stairs of the platform beneath the 
ben, and with all the strength he 
can muster, he pulls back and then 
releases a long and heavy pole which 
strikes the bell and tolls the time 
of day. In the studied interval be
tween the strokes, the beautiful peal 
of the bell echoes and re-echoes 
through the surrounding groves of 
cryptomeria trees, and every hear
ing ear listens and counts the 
strokes. The last stroke follows the 
preceding one in quicker succession, 
indicating that it is the last and thus 
proclaims the hour of the day. Dur
ing those days in Nikko we often 
compared the tolling of that beau
tiful bell to the progress of the World 
Crusade in Japan. The first stroke 
of this historic hour in that land 
was the announcement in Chicago 
in 1953 of the part that was to be 
played by the Japanese believers in 
the Ten-Year Plan. The subsequent 
acquisition of the nationall;Ia~iratu'l~ 

Seventeen of tbe nineteen Japanese Bah3.'is who attended the Asia Teaching eon. 
terence in Nikko, .la-paD. September ~25. 1955. This represents about baH the total 

number 0' .Japanese Baha'is. 

Quds in Tokyo. the incorporation of 
the Faith. the conference in Nikko, 
the gift of a piece of property for 
the national endowment-all may be 
likened to the successive peals of 
that bell in Nikko, each releasing 
a fresh spiritual impact upon the 
hearts and minds of those among 
the vast millions waiting to hear the 
Word, and each announcing the ac
complishment of another stage to-
ward the final and all-important rno-
ment in 1957 when the National Spir
itual Assembly will have been es
tablished and Japan takes its place 
as one of the cornerstones of the 
World Order of Bahil.'u'llah on which 
will rise the Universal House of Jus
tice. 

-ASIA TEACHING COMMl'ITEE 

by Charlotte Linfoot. 
Secretary 

AUSTRALIA 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of Australia and New 
Zealand reports that the Australian 
edition of Magazine Digest for July, 
1955, carried a reprint of an article 
about the Faith written by Elsie Pat
erson Cranmer, entitled "The Pro~ 
phet Who Warned the Rulers." The 
article originally appeared in Pre
diction. 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 

Fate Magazine for July, 1955, has 
an article on Reincarnation and 
Space-Time which refers to 'Abdu'l
Baha's "arguments against reincar
nation in 1907." 

Valdez BTeeze~ mimeographed 
newspaper of Valdez, Alaska, al
ready mentioned in this column, con
tinues to publish a serial on Baha'i 
World Faith, sponsored by the An
chorage Assembly. 

A reference to the Faith is con
tained in Religion Without Magic, by 
Phillips Endicott Osgood, Beacon 
Press, 1954. "Handicapped by a tend
ency to numerology and the tradi
tion of embodied mystical authority 
descending from the Bah to 
Bahit'u'llah to 'Abdu'l-Bahit and now 
to Shoghi Effendi, the Guardian. The 
habits of oriental speech make the 
Baha'i scriptures seem too purple for 
Western Consumption." The author 
evidently seeks a religion based on 
western rationalism. 

The choir-leader of the First Bap
tist Church, Butte, Montana sang 
Charles Wolcott's musical render
ing of HFrom the Sweet-Scented 
Streams," at a church service on 
July 10, 1955. The musical program 
was announced in the Montana 
Standard under "Church Services. t. 
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Baha'is from Belgium, Luxembourg 
___ the Netherlands aHeDdlng tbe 

Benelux Regional Baha'i Cobfereilce 
and Smnrner School in Aerdenhout, 

BoDand. August 6-14, 1955. 

A recent editorial in a Chicago pa
per, written about the visit of seven 
Russian journalists by permission of 
the State Dep artm en t. mentions the 
fact that the Baha'i Temple cannot 
be visited by these journalists be
cause the area is legally forbidden 
to persons from their country. 

A copy of Catho!ic Digest for Octo
ber, 1955, contains an article "Cath
olics in Turbans." "This town of 6,000 
souls was entirely Catholic, with the 
exception of the Governor, a charm
ing and popular Baha'i, and a family 
of three Jews charged with the care 
of the tomb of the prophet Nahum." 

Memorial erec~ at the grave of .Jo
hanna Scbubarth. '~founder of the Faith 
In Norway." Sbe is buried in the beautl~ 
fat Western. Cemetery at the foot of 
BolmenkoUen mountati... Oslo. 

These Ie a ture articles on the F ai th 
deserve special mention: 

Hawaiian Life, the weekly maga~ 
zine supplement issued by the StaT~ 
Bunetin~ Honolulu, devoted an en
tire page on August 13 to an article 
entitled "What is a Baha'i?" pre
pared from material provided by the 
Honolulu Assembly. It is therefore 
an interesting rewrite of material al
ready approved. Consisting of ques
tions and answers, the article pre
sents fifteen questions and their 
Baha'i answers, thus creating an in· 
teresting and excellent summary of 
the teachings for the general reader. 

A few weeks later, in Beloit, Wis
consin, the Be~oit Daily News for 
September 2 presented on its edito
rial page a three column feature 
HBaha'l Temple in Wilmette Is Cen· 
ter of World Faith in the United 
States," illustrated by two large cuts 
of the House of Worship. This ad· 
mirable article was \V'Titten by a staff 
writer who had access to authori
tative information. The result is a 
clear impression of the teachings ex
emplified by our Temple. 

A week later, in the Wichita (Kan
sas) Beacon of September 11 a staff 
writer featured HBahil'i Faith in 
Wichita" in a detailed article about 
the teachings, leading off from local 
Baha'i history and illustrated by a 
three-column picture of the South 
Central States Baha'i Teaching Con~ 
ference held there that weekend. 

Life Magazine for October 31 pre
sents several pages of photographs 
of the effects of the recent storm 
in Connecticut. On page 43 we note 
a picture of Mrs. Mildred Motta-
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hedeh in her Stamford home with the 
caption "Wet pamphlets are dried 
out by Mrs. Rail Y. Mottahedeh, 
an art importer, in her home near 
Stamford." In the photo can be seen 
copies of Star Of the West. 

A very attractive program provid
ing three days of activities for the 
22nd Annual Convention of the Serv
ice Finance Conference includes a 
visit to the Baha'i Temple "one of 
the most lUlusual buildings in the 
world." A photo of the House of 
Worship has been reproduced in the 
program. 

The Sunday Globe Boston, Octo
ber 2? carries an illustrated story by 
Barbara E. Hayden about Guy Mur
chie, author of the famous Song Of 
the Sky. Entitled "To Write An Ad
venture Book He Ran a N.H. (New 
Hampshire) Camp," the article pre
sents an interesting biographical 
sketch tracing the stages through 
which Mr. Murchie passed in becom~ 
ing a Baha'i. 

Once more it is gratifying to find 
a Baha'i reference in literature is
sued by the Israeli Tourist Bureau. 
The latest example is a large page-
size illustration of the Baha'i gar· 
dens overlooking the Bay of Haifa 
in a very attractive pamphlet en
titled Israel. "The unforgettable pan~ 
oramie view of Haifa Bay's dazzling 
sands, green-carpeted hills and foam~ 
topped breakers, framed by the 
misty purple hills of Galilee-seen 
from the Baha'i gardens, one of Hai
fats many picturesque gardens and 
parks on the slopes of Mount Car
mel. n (Published by Israel Govern
ment Tourist Center, Jerusalem.) 
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OXNARD FLORAL FLOAT 
WINS CIVIC AWARD 

A novel teaching medium brought 
acclaim and reward to a group of 
California Bah:i'ls this Fall. It was 
a flower-covered float that won first 
prDe in competition. 

The prize-winning floa tt covered 
with five thousand azaleas and zin
nias, was surmounted by a sweeping 

a warm spirit of sacrifice, love and 
unity. 

As a result of good contacts that 
had been established in the commu
nity over a period of time, local busi. 
ness organizations offered assist
ance and materials, loaned the truck 
to carry the float, and the neces
sary flowers to complete it. 

Besides promulgating the teach
ings of Baha'u'llah. this beautiful 
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This year's courses will include 
"The Art of Teaching" and "A Dy
namic Study of the Ten-Year Cru
sade." An added feature will present 
intimate glimpses of the founders of 
our Faith in "Stories That Will Live 
Forever." 

A public meeting will be sponsored 
by the Detroit CommWlity on Sun
day, January 1, providing an ideal 
way for those who cannot attend the 

First Sptritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Damanhoul". Egypt, 
April, 195.5. 

First Spiritual Assembly of the BaM tis of Shebin el Kom, 
Egypt, April, 1955. 

arch reading "Baha'i World Faith" 
in navy blue. In the center stood a 
replica of the Baha'i House of Wor
ship, made of button mums. A picket 
fence enclosed a garden whose flow
ers were children of all races. 
dressed in their native costumes, and 
above them were the words "We are 
the flowers of one Garden." 

The queen of the float. represent
ing peace and love, tossed pink ca
mellias tied with white satin ribbons 
into the crowd of 30,000 spectators 
along the 2% mile route; on each 
ribbon, in gold letters, was a quo
tation from the principles of the 
Faith. 

This first-place award was for 
beauty, originality and prinCiple, ad
judged by the Women's Service 
Clubs. The announcement, over pub
lic address systems and radio, stated 
"The Baha'is of Ventura County, Ox
nard. Their theme, 'World Peace 
through World Faith.''' Such was 
Ute achie-vemen t of seven Baha'is of 
Oxnard, California, with the cooper
ation of their fellow Baha'is of Santa 
Paula and Ventura, all working in 

-~----_._~.-----

float represented the dynamic force 
of the Baha'i Faith, for here were 
the Baha'i principles of racial unity 
put to work in the creation of a 
work of art. 

The Library Service 
Committee requests that • . , , 
all correspondence concerning the 
placing of books in libraries, and all 
other matters pertaining to their 
work, should be sent to the National 
Library Service Committee, and not 
to the secretary of the National 
Assembly, the National Office, or 
any other department. Much time 
can be saved and prompter replies 
assured by writing directly to the 
committee secretary, Miss Flora 
Emily Rottes, 406 West Iowa Street, 
Urbana, Illinois. 

LOU HELEN WINTER SCHOOL 
Winter Session at Louhelen Baha'i 

School will begin on Monday. De
cember 26, and will continue through 
Stmday, January 1. 

entire session to share in the Baha'i 
fellowship of Louhelen SchOOl, and 
to introduce their friends to others in 
the Baha'i Community. 

Reservations should be sent as 
early as possible, addressed to Regis
trar, Louhelen Baha'i School, 3208 
S. State Rd., Davison, Michigan. 
Rates for the session have been set 
at $4.00 per day. 

Plans are now being made for next 
year's Summer Session. which will 
mark the 25th Anniversary of the 
fOlUlding of the Louhelen Baha'i 
School. We are looking forward to 
seeing you then? and will welcome, 
in the meantime, any suggestions 
you may have as to courses and 
special events to make this Anniver
sary year a great success, 

Address your aommunications to 
the committee secretary. Miss Lou
helen Eggleston, 24 N. Anderson, 
Pontiac, Michigan. 

SUMMER SCHOOL 
FOLLOW-UP 

Louhelen Baha'i School Program 
Committee for the 1955 session re-
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ports that more than 200 individuals 
and family groups were students at 
the school last summer. The names 
of all the Baha'is who attended have 
been sent to their respective local 
Spiritual Assemblies and the Area 
Teaching Committees with the 
thought that these individuals could 
be encouraged to become more ac
tively involved in local and area 
teaching activities. 

that Area so far this year, with at
tendance ranging between 135 (Pas
adena) to 10 (Reno). Reports of the 
Conferences received by the Area 
Teaching Committee indicate that 
the Workshop type of conference was 
preferred and was most fruitful of 
ideas and results. The Conferences 
were held in Camp Verde, Phoenix 
and Tucson, Arizona; Reno, Neva
da; Salt Lake City, Utahj and Pasa-
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ceived good local publicity and was 
well attended. It was followed up by 
a public meeting with guest speak
ers from Dallas, who supported their 
talk on "The Atom-Paradise or 
Doomsday" with two movie films. 

The BuHetin oj the Area Teaching 
Committee fOT the Northwestern 
States reports that an Area Confer· 
ence was held in Eugene~ Oregon, 

Flrsl Spiritual AssembJy of the Balul'is of Seremban, Ma.laya. First Spiritual Assembly of the Bahi~is of Zalrazig~ Egypt. 
April, 1955. 

TEMPLE VISITORS 
The Temple Guides Committee re

ports that 86,387 persons visited the 
Baha'i House of Worship between 
January 1 and September 30, 1955. 
This figure includes 7,750 tourists 
brought out by one of the sightsee
ing bus companies which made four 
trips to the Temple daily between 
June 1 and September 30. The num
ber of visitors would probably have 
been much larger had it not been 
for 45 days of over-90 degree tem
peratures in the Chicago area dur
ing July and August when the tour
ist season is usually at its peak. 

The regular guides have come 
from 28 commtulities in the vicinity 
of the Temple and five from a 
much greater distance who devoted 
from three days to two weeks to this 
service. 

Approximately 715,000 persons 
have visited the Temple sinee it was 
open to the public in 1932. 

AREA NEWS BULLETINS 
The Southwestern Baha'i A rea Bul

letin reports that nine Area Teach
in g Conferences have been held in 

dena, San Diego, San Mateo and 
Stockton, California. 

The first Cherokee Indian to be
come a Baha'i is welcomed to the 
Faith in the Area Bulletin for the 
CentTa~ Atlantic States. 

In this area a M ontgom ery County 
youth symposium was held to dis
cuss "How Can Youth Contribute to 
World Peace." The chairman of the 
symposium was an eight-year--old 
girl, and other members discussing 
the aspects of the topic were 13 t 14 
and 16 years old. Sixteen adults and 
11 children attended the meeting. 
Other activities of the Montgomery 
County group include placing Baha'i 
books in libraries of the County. 

Successful inter-racial meetings 
have been reported by the A rea Bul
letin for the Gulf States, in New 
Orleans and Fort Worth. The former 
meeting was addressed by Dr, Sam
uel L. Gandy, Dean of the Chaoel 
and Professor of Religion and Phi
losophy at Dillard University. Dr. 
Gandy was a Virginia State delegate 
in 1955 to the National Human Re
lations Conference held in New York 
City. The Fort Worth meeting re-
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on Sunday, October 16, at the Wom
en's City Club. The theme was "The 
World Crus ade depends on Me!" 
Conference chairman was Marvin 
Newport of Eugene. Subjects for 
consultation at the Conference were 
"teaching on the home front" and 
"building a firm foundation." The 
latter topic included establishment 
of groups, bringing contacts to en· 
rollment, and how to consult through 
Administrative channels, and was 
discussed by groups of the Area: 
Corvallis. Eugene, Pendleton and 
Astoria, Oregon; and Yakima and 
Everett, Washington. A public lec
ture was held in the evening, given 
by Mrs. Clair Kuhnle of Marysville, 
Washington, on "Man's Search for 
Assurance." Mr. Gordon Jackson of 
Eugene served as chairman of the 
meeting. 

The Indianapolis Spiritual Assem· 
bly was host for an Area Teaching 
Conference held October 15-16 at the 
Indiana polis YWCA, the East Cen
tral States Area Teaching Commit· 
tee reports. Subjects for consultation 
included the individual's obligation 
to teach. sustaining the interest of 
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contacts, deepening and preparation 
for enrollment, and deepening after 
enrollment. 

Extension Teaching 

The Galveston (Goal CitY)1 Texas, 
group is already doing extension 
teaching work. One person attending 
their fireside com es from still an
other nearby community, 

CENTRAL STATES 
CONFERENCE IN DECATUR 

The third Central States Confer
ence for this year was held in the 
goal city of Decatur, Illinois at the 
Orlando Hotel on September 25. De
catur is a friend1y city of about 
66,OOO----clean and attractive. There 
are a college. good transportation 
and other attractions which make it 
a city well worth considering for 
Baha'is making plans to help estab
lish an assembly in a goal city. 

The Urbana Extension Teaching 
Committee assisted the Decatur 
Group in making arrangements for 
a well-ordered conference resulting 
in an attendance of over eighty. 

Mrs. Anna Kunz, of ZUrich, Swit
zerland, secretary of the Italo-Swiss 
National Assembly, expressed the 
thanks of the European friends for 
the prayers and support of the Baha'is 
in the United States which was a 
great source of help to them. Margue
rite Sears spoke of the work in Africa. 
Some thoughts she voiced were: Are 
we demonstrating in our Ii ves un
derstanding of others, whether 
Baha'is or non-BahflJis? Do we show 
justice? In teaching we cannot give 
others more than we have ourselves 
-We should pray daily for under
standing. 

Winston Evans gave a talk on the 
subject "What About Me?" This sub
ject has been handled by different 
people at each of the three confer
ences from three different and in
teresting angles. Charles Reimer, 
chairman of the Central States Area 
Teaching Committee, spoke on the 
Guardian's message and made a plea 
for the fund to help the Iranian 
friends. 

Others who contributed to the pro
gram were Hazel Skiles who told of 
her recent pilgrimage to Haifa, Viv
ian Fellows who discussed "Baha'i 
Obligations," and Ellsworth Black
well who spoke on "Unified Action." 
The two latter speakers both men-
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MONTHLY REPORT ON WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 
Third Year National Bah .. ', Fund 1955- 1956 

As of Novemb .... 15, 1955 

Where we are 
$197,500. 

Where we should be 
$299,000. 

Total Budget for Entire Year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $550,000.00 
(Average Monthly Requirements .. $46,000.00) 

Monthly recei pts to date: 
May 1-15 .. $15,500. 
May 15-June 15 . $22,500. 
June 15-July 15 . . . . $23,500. 
July IS-Aug. 15 .. $19,500. 
Aug. IS-Sept. 15 . $37,000. 
Sept. IS-Oct. 15 . $39,500. 
Oct. IS-Nov. 15 .. $40,000. 

Total 
Accumulated deficit as of Nov. IS, 1955 

tioned the need to love and obey the 
Guardian in order to achieve vic
tories for the Cause. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:30 
with the feeling that this had been 
one of the best conferences of the 
year. 

EDNA VOIGT, Secretary 

BAHA'IS CELEBRATE 
UNITED NATIONS DAY 

Twenty.eight communities have 
reported their meetings in observ
ance of the Tenth Anniversary of 
United Nations Day. 

The most significant fact gleaned 
from these reports is that many 
Baha'i groups took the lead in their 
communities in planning and pre
senting the local United Nations Day 
meeting. 

$197,500. 
.. $101,500 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AssEMBLY 

Many groups gave prominence to 
the Baha'i proposals for revision of 
the U ni ted Nations Charter, both in 
talks at the meetings and in news· 
paper publicity. 

Jersey City, N.J., mailed 200 in· 
vitations to civic and religious lead~ 
ers, placed 50 posters in show win~ 
dows and public places, distributed 
news stories to newspapers and ra· 
dio stations. The meeting, at the 
Hotel Fairmount, attracted 60 peo
ple, half of whom were non-Baha'is. 
Speakers represented the Technical 
Assistance Board of the United Na· 
tions, and the Baha'i Faith. 

Butte, Montana, achieved wide 
newspaper pUblicity before and after 
their meeting. The topic was "The 
United Nations and Baha'i Proposals 
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for the United Nations Charter Re
visions," with a Baha'i speaker. In 
addition, a Baha'i representative was 
invited to speak at Congregation 
B'nai Israel on a UN program with 
a Jewish rabbi and a Protestant min
ister. 

Flint, Mich., held a public meeting 
at the Federation of Women's Clubs. 
with a Protestant minister as the 
speaker. Publicity included 10 free 
announcements on seven radio sta
tions, and news items in seven news· 
papers in Flint and the surrounding 
area. 

Anchorage, Alaska's meeting fea
tured a speaker from the Pacific 
Chapter of the American Association 
for the UN, and the UN film. "Work
shop for Peace. It A question and an
swer period followed. Two local 
newspapers published articles on the 
meeting. The Anchorage Recording 
District Assembly placed announce
ments over three radio stations. The 
YMCA·USa Director, and the 
League of Women Voters asked to 
use the film for subsequent .meet
ings. 

Three of the largest radio stations 
in Chicago, WGN. WLS, and WMAQ. 
broadcast news of the Baha'I UN 
Day program, titled "Baha'u'llah 
and the United Nations." A repre
sentative of the American Associa· 
tion for the United Nations, and a 
Baha'i were the featured speakers. 

Elmhurst, Illinois, sponsored a 
banquet in the local junior high 
school, with an attendance of over 
200 people. The Baha'i community 
of Addison Township took part in this 
joint UN-Baha'i observance. 

Kansas City, Mo., Kalamazoo, 
Mich., and Portland, Ore., combined 
a Baha'i talk and a UN film in their 
program. Dumont and Ridgewood, 
N.J., joined in presenting a non
Baha'i speaker and a UN film. 

New York City presented a panel 
discussion program at their Center. 

New Haven, Conn., West Orange, 
N.J., Boston, Mass., Peoria, Ill., 
Enid, Okla., and Buffalo, N.Y., spon
sored programs featuring a Baha'i 
speaker. 

Communities palrIng a non-Baha'i 
and a Baha'i speaker included Mont
clair, N.J., Pasadena, Calif., Ta
coma, Wash .• Madison, Wis., Beverly 
Hills, CaUt., Phoenix, Ariz., Batavia, 
lll. and Temple City, Calif. 

Wilmette, 111., joined with the Wil
mette Committee for United Nations 
Day in a cooperative village-wide ob
servance of the Tenth Anniversary 
celebration at a local school, featur
ing a UN film. Newark, N.J., co
operated with a number of civic 
organizations in presenting the am
bassador from New Zealand. and a 
symphony concert. 

Radio broadcasts were arranged 
for the proclamation of Baha'i re
lationship with UN in Rogers, Ar
kansas. 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
Baha'I Contact with Indian. 

At the Twelfth National Congress 
of American Indians in Spokane, 
Washington, Baha'is joined the Indi
ans in their festivities. Robert Niss, 

DECEMBER, 1955 

Baha'i pioneer in Lewiston, Idaho, 
who was present, writes that he was 
Hasked to drum for the Indian dance 
and since I have had some experi
ence at it, I worked right with the 
Indians." The Chief of the Nez Perce 
Indians, who is a friend and neigh
bor of Mr. and Mrs. Niss, beat the 
drums for the ceremonial dance. 

The Prescott, Arizona Evening 
Courier has published a weekly se
ries of articles on the Baha'i Faith 
written by Clara A. Edge, running 
from May through September. 

Subjects have included Meditation 
the Baha'i belief in Jesus, a detailed 
biography of tbe Bab and Baha'u'lIah 
and the principles of the BaM'[ 
Faith. 

The Anchorage Recording District 
Assembly publicized their public 
meeting in observance of the Birth
day of the Bab with announcements 
over radio stations KWNI, KBYR 
and KFQD, and in the local news
papers. Th.e public meeting celebrat
ing the Birthday of Baha'u'lIah, spon· 
sored jointly with the Anchorage As· 
sembly, received similar wide pub
licity. 

The Anniversary of the Birth of 
BaM 'u ·llih was observed by !be San 
Francisco Community with a public 
meeting at their Center. Mrs. Joyce 
Dahl of Carmel was the guest 
spea!-rer. and the program included 
musical selections and refreshments. 

Baha'is of Anchorage, Alaska 
played a leading role at a Civil 
Rights Conference, Banquet and 
Mass Meeting on October 14-16, ar· 
ranged for the visit of the Secre· 
tary Counsel, West Coast Region, 

Baha'is and their friends at; the sec
ond Baba.'i Southern Conference held 
In Blue Ridge, North Carolina, Au
gust 21-30. 1955. (See report; In No-

vember Bahli'i News.) 
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NAACP. A representative of the 
Faith served on the welcoming com· 
mittee, the committee planning the 
Mass Meeting, and as one of the of
flcial hostesses. Zora Banks~ Baha'i 
of Fairbanks, was honored as Presi
dent of the Fairbanks NAACP 
Branch, and was made Coordinator 
of all NAACP Branches in Alaska. 

CHICAGO CENTER PRESENTS 
HUMAN RELATIONS FORUM 

The I'Human Relations Forum," 
a monthly panel discussion program 
featuring speakers from many fields. 
has been reported by the Public Re· 
lations Committee of the Chicago 
Baha'i Assembly. 

In October the topic was "World 
Peace Through Human Rela Hons. ,. 
Speakers included Mrs. David Miner, 
Executive Director of the Illinois 
Branch of the United World Federa
lists; Milton Rakove, of the Political 
Science Department of the Univer
sity of Chicago; and Horace Holley. 

The November topic was "A New 
Day for the American Indian." Par· 
ticipants included a Winnebago Ind· 
ian from Macy, Nebraska; Benjamin 
Bearskin, a representative of the AII
Tribes American Indian Center of 
Chicago; and Mrs. Marion Oas t the 
Baha'i representative to the Advis
ory Board of the Indian Center. 

Baba'i Calendar, 1956, illustrated 
with an tu1usually dramatic picture 
of the Archives Building in Haifa, 
Israel; another 01 Carl Scheffler's 
drav.rings, (which are considered in 
professional circles to be among the 
finest of scratchboard artwork), this 
one with backgrouod highlighted in 
blue. Feast Days and Holy Days de· 
picted in blue and deep yellow. with 
all other pertinent information COD

tained on back. 8%xI2. 
Each ........................ $.25 
Ten copies .................. $2.00 

Religious Liberty. A special state-
ment issued by the National Spirit
ual Assembly, this is a timely mes· 
sage, following upon the wide pub
licity given to the persecution of 
the Iranian Baha·is. A sample of 
this item is enclosed in this issue 
of BAHA't NEWS and it is designed 

for wide distribution to contacts in 
relation to the celebration of World 
Religion Day. This item is referred 
to in the World Religion Dayan· 
nouncement on page 2. 

Printed on single sheet, 8lh. x II. 

30 copies (Minimum order) .... $1.00 
100 copies ...................... 2.50 

(Quantities under 30 copies will be 
charged at 5 cents each.) 
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The Baha'i Faith (Japanese). This 
is a new translation; a brief, intro
ductory pamphlet. Per copy .... $ .15 

BahlPu'llah and the New Era 
(Polish). Per eopy ............ $1.75 

(The price on BaM'u'ltdh and the New Era 
in Gther languages varies considerably 
according to our original cost of importing 
this item). 

Available from 
BAHA tf PUBLrSH:IN"G TRUST 

110 Linden A venue 
Wilmette, illinois 

North Atlantic states Area Youth Conference, held October 22-23, 1955. in 
West Englewood, New Jersey. 

The World Order of Baha'u'Il8h. 
By Shoghi Effendi. Defines the rela· 
tion of the Faith to the process of 
social evolution in this new age. In 
addition to the Introduction by 
Horace Holley. this edition contains 
a new Preface written by Horace 
Holley. 206 pp. and index. Newly de
signed cover. bound in cloth. 
Per copy .............. ·.·.··· .$2.75 

Baha'i Prayers for Children. Se· 
lected from the Writings of BaM.· 
'u'llah, The Bab, and 'Abdu'l-Baha. 
Illustrated with pen and ink draw
ings by Jean Hutchinson. 64 pp .. 
hardbound, yellow cover, size 
61/8X7~~. Available approximately De-
cember 15. 

Per copy .................... $1.25 

Foreign Literature 
A small stock of the following 

items has recently been acquired: 

DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS 
AT HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The Baha'i House of Worship at 
Wilmette, Illinois, is dedicated to the 
Unity of God, the Unity of His 
Prophets, the Unity of Mankind. In 
this spirit, public worship is con· 
dueted each Sunday at 3 :30 P.M. in 
the auditorium. Readers at these de
votional programs include Baha'is 
and guests. Choral selections are by 
the Baha'i House of Worship A Cap
pella Choir. 

The readings for November are 
l"epetitioJ;1s of former programs as 
follows: 
November 6, those presented on 

July 3 
November 13, those presented on 

June 19 
November 20. those presented on 

May 29 
rfovember 27. those presented on 

June 26 



1. 

FEASTS 

December 12-Masa'jJ (Questions) 
December 31~araf (Honor) 
January 19-5ul\an (Sovereignty) 

PROCLAMATION DAY 
December 4-to publicize delegate 

attendance at State Conventions 
and progress of the Ten· Year 
World Spiritual Crusade. 

STATE CONVENTIONS 
December 4 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 

December 30, 31, January I, 2, 

BAHA'! HOUSE OF WORSHIP 
VISiting hours 

Weekdays and Saturdays: 
1:00--4 :00 P.M. 
(the Auditorium only will be 
open) 

Sundays: 10:30 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 
(the entire building will be open) 

Service of Worship: Sunday at 3:30 
P.M., lasting until 4:15. (No guid· 
ed tours will be conducted during 
the program of worship.) 

AsSEMBLY SECRETARIES 

Alaska 

~tDeath projJereth unto every eona 
fident believer the cup that is liie 
indeed. It bestoweth joy, and is the 
bearer of gladness. It conierreth the 
gift of everlasting life." 

Mr. Oscar Hellstrom 
Seattle, Washington 
(date not reported) 

Mr. J. R. Reynolds, Sr. 
Houston, Texas 
(date not reported) 

Mrs. John D. Nolan 
Chicago, Illinois 
(date not reported) 

-BAHA'rr't.LAH 

Mr. Willis R. Whittenbaugh 
Madison, Wis consin 
(date not reported) 

Miss Harriet A. Weir 
S'an Francisco, California 
October 12. 1955 

Mrs. Katherine Miller 
West Haven, Connecticut 
Sept. 18, 1955 

Mr. Oscar E. Nordstrom 
Kirkland, Washington 
October 4, 1955 

Mrs. Elmer Crink 
Chagrin Falls, Ohio 
(date not reported) 

Mrs. Lephemia Williams 
Phoenix-Harvey, Illinois 
(date not reported) 

Mr. Eugene A. Dorsey 
San Diego, California 
July. 1955 

Mme. M. L. Plise 
San Francisco, California 
(date not reported) 

BAHA'i DIRECTORY CHANGES 
Montana 

Mrs. Rose Roberts 
New York, New York 
October 3, 1955 

Mr. Herbert H. Tarbell 
Buffalo, New York 
October 18. 1955 

DECE MIEI. 1955 

"Glory be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this Thy servant and this Th~ 
maid-servant have gathered under 
the shadow of Thy mercy and they 
aTe united through Thy favor and 
generosity. 0 LordI Assist them in 
this Thy world and Thy Kingdom 
and destine for them every good 
through Thy bounty and grace . ..• J 

-Bw'u'u.J.H 

Saaksj;hvi, Finland: Miss Lotus Grace 
Pe,terson to Mr. John H Nielsen on 
August 28, 1955. 

New York, New York: Miss Dorothea 
Morrell to Mr. AI1red B. Reed on 
October 1, 1955. 

Kenosha, Wisconsin: Miss Georgia Hal. 
berstadt to Mr. Thomas E. Haisl .. on 
October 15, 1955. 

Teaneck, New Jersey: Miss Natalie An
derson to Mr. Aaron Bowen on SeP
tember 10, 1955. 

Teaneck. New Jersey: Miss Carol Kel. 
sey to Mr. Nat Rutstein on June 4. 
1955, 

Seattle, Washington: Miss Shirley Win
ship to Mr. Robert Ballard on Octo
ber 14, 1955. 

Anchorage: Mrs. Mable Amidon, 820 8th Ave. 
Great Falls: Mrs. Amelia Heaton, 21 Alder Dr. 
Helena: Mr. Robert J. Gagnon, 9911 E. 6th, Apt. 3 

New Jersey , California (Southern) 
EI Monte J. D.: Mrs. Margaret Rice. 5453 N. Halifax, Tem
ple City 

District of Columbia 
Washington: Miss Bernice Bernardo, P. O. Box 950. Benja
min Franklin Sta. 

Florida 
Miami: Mrs. Gladys Layman. 6605 N.W. 3n:! Ave., :wne 38 

Maine 
Eliot: Mrs. Dorothy C. Cress, Eliot 
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"PROCLAIM THE FAITH" 
The Guardian, through his secre

tary, sent this message to the Ten
nessee Valley States Area Teaching 
Committee in response to a letter 
of greeting from their Blue Ridge 
Conference in August: 

"He is eagerly hoping the friends 
in the United States, and in other 
lands where freedom exists, will 
constantly bear in mind the restric
tions and persecutions of their broth
ers and sisters in Persia, and will 
seize this opportWlity to proclaim 
the Faith on every occasion that pre
sents itself to them. If the Faith is 
held down in its progress in one 
land, God will cause it to advance 
more quickly in other countries, if 
the friends will just arise and make 
use of the great power that has been 
released through these severe per
secutions. " 

THE BAHA'I HOME 
A Progress Report 

The friends have been informed 
of the plan to construct, as one of 
the tasks of the World Crusade, a 
home for the aged as an accessory 
or dependency of the Baha'i Tem~ 
pIe. The first decision was to build 
the Baha'i Home on the tract of land 
between the National Baha'i Admin~ 
istrative Headquarters and the ca
nal? opposite the Temple. This is the 
tract purchased by the Temple trus
tees from the Goldblatt family some 
years ago and known as Temple An
nex No.1. 
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Further consideration, in addition 
to difficulties arising from the local 
zoning ordinance which restricts this 
area to one family houses, im
pressed the National Assembly with 
the fact that this particular site has 
certain disadvantages, including dis
tance from the shopping center, dan
ger of crossing Sheridan Road with 
its heavy traffic. and exposure to 
high wind and severe storms from 
the lake. 

Action has therefore been taken to 
acquire a very favorable site as lo
cation for the Baha'i Home, at the 
southwest corner of Fourth Street 
and Greenleaf Avenue, one block 
from Linden Avenue and its shop
ping facilities, The electric line 
which ran on Greenleaf Avenue has 
been abandoned. creating a quiet 
and desirable avenue for our pur
pose. It is also zoned for commer
cial purposes on one of the parcels 
acquired and multi-family occu
pancy on the other. 

Under the contract of purchase, ti
tle has passed to the trustees, but 
possession cannot be taken until Au
gust, 1956 t providing time for prepa
ration of building plans and specifi
cations. 

It might be added that the pur
chase could only be effected because 
of a special contribution pledged for 
moe in connection with the Baha'i 
Home. 

-NATIONAL SPDUTUAL ASSEMBLY 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
CAMPAIGN PROGRESSES 

The activities lUldertaken to re
move the oppressive measures taken 
against the Baha'is by the civil au
thorities of fran have continued at 
rapid pace under the dIrection of our 
public relations counsel. 

A basic text in this campaign is 
the pamphlet Bahci'i Appeal for Re
ligious Freedom in fran, complimen-
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tary copies of which have been sent 
to the local Assemblies. In order to 
meet the wide demand from the 
friends, this pamphlet has been re
printed and copies may nOW be ob
tained at 25c each from Baha'j Pub
lishing Trust. Not only is itweU 
for the friends, one and all, to learn 
exactly what has taken place up to 
and including the filing of the ap
peal with the Secretary General of 
United Nations, but the pamphlet 
has great possibilities for local 
teaching and public relations con
tacts, 

In November BAHA'i NEWS current 
activities were reported, and the 
following information brings the re
port up to December. 

1. In order to keep the issue alive 
it is essential to make use 'Of the 
most influential papers, and The 
Washington Post was selected to car
ry a letter written by Stanwood 
Cobb, published November 7. In this 
letter Mr. Cobb drew attention to 
the disabilities still suffered by our 
iranian fellow believers. 

2. At the request of The Wash
ington Post, Reuters, the press serv
ice of London, was requested to is
sue a release from Tihrcin on the 
current status of the Baha'i case. 
The Reuters dispatch is now appear
ing in American papers, and clip
pings have been received from The 
Christian Science Monitor, Novem
ber 7 t The Chicago Tribune, Novem
ber 16, and Boston Sunday Globe, 
November 6. 

3. The Guardian has approved the 
extension of the public relations 
campaign for the period of one year 
beginning December 1, 1955, Very 
shortly the public relations counsel 
will prepare and distribute material 
for the direct promotion of Baha'i 
teachings. 

4. A United States Senator has 
written the State Department inquir
ing what has been done to help the 
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Pl'ogr"'ss in consiruction of the International Ba.bi'j Archives Build
iDI', BaHa in November ~ 1955. Above, steel reinforcing for cement 
slabs supportiog front steps. To the right, Leroy 1088 and head mason 

with the first stone In pla.ce. 

Persian Baha'is. This project will be 
reported in detail later, 

5. Professor H. Van R. Wilson of 
Brooklyn College had an excellent 
letter published in The New York 
Times on October 15, following up 
the Times interview with the Sec
retary General of United Nations. 

6. A press conference is to be 
held at United Nations by the friend
ly director of one of the United Na
tions Commissions. 

7. A letter written by the Baha'j 
International Community to United 
Nations pointing out that the Baha'i 
Center in Tihrim has been taken over 
by the military authorities, ap· 
parently as army headquarters, has 
been transmitted to the iranian gov
ernment and copies referred to the 
Commission on Human Rights, with 
a summary to the Sub-Committee on 
Prevention and Discrimination and 
Protection of Minorities. Any results 
following this action will be re
ported. 

8. Religious News Service, which 
distributes material to the religious 
press, has accepted a story On the 
Baha'i case for its subscribers. 

9. Copies of materials prepared for 
this campaign, and reprints of the 
more important press stories, are 
constantly being shared with all Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies. From 
time to time clippings are received 
showing that the case is getting edi
torial att~ntion in other countries. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

HAIFA MAYOR VISITS 
HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

His Worship Mr. Abba Khoushy, 
Mayor of Haifa, made his second 
visit to the Baha'i Temple on De
cember 6, where he was met by a 
large number of Baha'is including 
Mrs. Amelia Collins, Vice President 
of the International Baha'i Council, 
and members of the National Spirit
ual Assembly. 

In Foundation Hall the Mayor was 
presented to the believers by Hor
ace Holley, and Mrs. Collins out
lined the many ways in which the 
Mayor had cooperated with the 
Guardian in making possible the 
acquisition of lands needed for the 
World Center. 

The Mayor himself with real feel
ing informed the believers of the re
spect and esteem in which he and 
the State of Israel hold the Baha'i 
Faith. 

Photographs of the occasion were 
taken for the Mayor's public rela
tions representative for a press re
lease and a professional photogra
pher made several pictures for the 
National Assembly. 

U. S. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
LISTS WORLD RELIGION DAY 

The 1956 edition of Special Days, 
Weeks and Months. issued by the 
Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States, lists World Religion Day on 
January 15 in its compilation of spe~ 
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cial events. This listing was first 
made in the 1955 edition. References 
to World Religion Day appear on 
pages 4 and 44. 

As this recognition enhances the 
importance of our local observances 
of World Religion Day, believers 
wishing copies may order from Do
mestic Distribution Department, 
Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States, Washington 6, D. C., at the 
rate of SOc per copy on orders up to 
ten copies and 25c on orders from 
eleven to one hundred. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

NEWSlETIER FROM AFRICA 
Musa Banani's Newsletter for No

vember, sent to the African pio
neers, has been submitted by the 
United States Africa Teaching Com
mittee. The following passages are 
of special interest: 

"An interesting news item is the 
decision to purchase a house in Sfax, 
TWlisia, to serve as the National 
Endowment for North-West Africa. 
At this writing the Tunis Spiritual 
Assembly is busy finalizing the pur
chase, which has already received 
the approval of our Beloved Guard
ian. From the description received, 
we know it is a small house of an 
area of 108 square meters, bOlU1ded 
by three roads and equipped with 
electricity. 
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National Baziratu'l-Quds of 

Pinland in Helsinkj, pur~ 

chased October 24. 1.95!i. 

"Thus, with the purchase of the 
Sfax endowment brought to comple
tion, we will be having in Africa our 
two Endowments (Sfax and Johan
nesburg), our three Temple Sites (in 
Cairo. Kampala and Johannesburg) 
and our four l;Ia~iratu'1-Qud5 (in 
Cairo, Tunis, Kampala and Johan
nesburg). 

uAnother exciting activity m 
Africa in these days consists in the 
preparations being made for the 
four forthcoming Conventions. The 
Beloved Guardian has now fixed the 
number of delegates for each Re
gional National Area. The dates of 
the three Conventions I will have the 
privilege to attend have been fixed 
as follows by the relative National 
Assemblies: Johannesburg, April 21-
22; Kampala, April 24-25-26; Tunis, 
April 30, May 1-2. 

<iThe friends in Egypt, not
withstanding their financial limita~ 
tions and the great need to be wary 
and circumspect, are, nevertheless, 
persevering in their work quietly 
and are seizing every chance to 
grow. A Board Member writes, 
'From Cairo three friends set out on 
teaching trips for two to three 
weeks. The experi-ence of the first is 
very interesting to share. A youth of 
24 years, in his final year of medi~ 
cine? had 15 days 1.0 spare. Immedi
ately after finishing his exams, he 
did not lose a single moment and 
left for Aswan, the remotest Pro
vincial capital in Upper Egypt and 
very hot in summer. All the money 

he could procure was not more than 
15 dollars and the railway ticket. 
For meals he lived on unimagined 
austerity, a piece of bread with 
some beans for midday meals. In 
that way he could generously ac~ 
cord hospitality and offer entertain~ 
ment to his increasing number of 
contacts. Such was the life he had 
for 17 days, during which he estab
lished friendship with over 20 con
tacts, including students, merchants, 
etc. It was a very pleasant surprise 
to him to find that some of the Nubi
ans Who worked some time ago 
in the dining and sleeping cars of 
the Palestine Railways know the 
Holy Shrines and still remember 
the name" 'Abbas Effendi". On his 
return, he was seen off by ten of 
his contacts Who came to the station 
to bid him good-bye.' 

"From Abyssinia comes the heart
warming n£ws of the incorporation 
of the Addis Ababa Assembly. the 
first African local Assembly to be 
incorporated under the Ten Year 
Plan. The incorporation took place 
on the eve of the Bab's birthday. 

"A one-week training course was 
held in Kobuku, Teso Province, 
which attracted 100 believers repre
senting 28 Assemblies of the terri
tory, with five pioneers helping in 
giving the courses. 

HPemba Island, which is part of 
Zanzibar Protectorate. has been re
cently opened to the Faith." 

AFRICA 

Bomi Hills Literacy 
Graduates First Class 

Two American pioneers in Bomi 
Hills, Liberia, Vivian Wesson anc! 
Mavis Nymon, conducted the first 
graduation exercises for their Bomi 
Hills Literacy classes, sponsored by 
the Baha'i Local Spiritual Assembly? 
On N ovem ber 8, 1955. 

The graduation exercises were 
held in a school building made from 
stick frames and mud. Eight bench
es were added to the original fur
nishings of three benches and a rick
ety table, and chairs were borrowed 
for the occasion. Oil lanterns were 
also borrowed for light. 

Seven graduates from a class of 
60 were honored. Those who tried 
but failed were also given recogni
tion. The ages of the pupils ranged 
from 22 to 26 years. Arithmetic? 
Reading and Writing were taught. 
with English equivalent to the 6th 
grade. 

Invited to the exercises were all 
of the mining company officials in 
the area. an the chiefs of the area, 
the staff of the National Literacy 
Campaign, and the general pub1ic. 

These pioneers are trying to en
courage all the- people to read and 
write, and the graduation ceremony 
was held to stimulate interest in this 
literacy campaign. 
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PIONEER LETTERS 
Mauritius 

From Ottilie Rhein, the lone pia-. 
neer on Mauritius, comes this letter, 
forwarded by the United States Af
rica Teaching Committee: 

"Am swamped with requests for 
books; how wonderful to see them 
even copying the prayers and other 
writings. I am amazed, the change 
that has taken place in so short a 
time. Once you find a few ready 
ones, they are, so to speak, the eyes 
and ears of their country. 

Nationa1 Haziratu'l-Quds 01 Paragua.y at Asuncion. dedicated November 25. 1955. 

~'Ha ve from seven to 20 people 
every afternoon. It's hard on my lit
tle bank account, even with serving 
only tea and cookies, but a joy for 
the soul. Can you imagine people 
spending 50 cents carfare daily for 
several weeks to come and learn 
the glad tidings? Would be very hap
py if you could send me some slides; 
I have none of these things, just a 
few pic'tures. These dear friends 
should have a little change from the 
listening and study. We have work
ed them rather hard. 

PARAGUAY HAZIRA 
DEDICATED 

A marble plaque was chiseled 
flush into the stucco wall beside the 
freshly pain ted door at 784 E ligio 
Ayala in the heart of ASWlcion. It 
was November 25, and the plaque 
said "Sede Baha'i", or, in English, 
"Baha'i Headquarters. tp 

For the native Asuncenos and the 
small band of North Americans it 
meant the culmination of months of 
search for a J.Ia{:iratu'I-Quds for Par· 
aguay. The small plaque, the gift of 
a North American Baha'i, symbol
ized triumph over inflationary cur~ 
rency and endless details of negoti
ating. 

We had chosen the Day of the 
Covenant for the public dedication, 
and when the day came. we joyfully 
squeezed 35 chairs into the new 
Baha'i meeting room. Luckily, all 
we did invite did not come1 But the 
printed invitations and program 
were a fine means of publicizing the 
Faith. 

The hour's program included short 
talks in Spanish, prayers in Guarani, 
Spanish and English, and the record
ing of Sweet Scented Streams. After
wards the visitors saw the pictures 
of all other l:Ia~iratu'l-Quds. clipped 
and mounted for the occa"ion; pic
ture s of the Shrine of the Ba b, and 
finally, after a coollng drink of fruit 
punch, the colored slides of the Tem
ple with the explanation translated 
into Spanish. 

Though the temperature still hov
ered near 100 degrees, the people 
were loath to leave, and wandered 
around the patio looking at the book 
displays and picking up literature. 

The day prayed over and longed 
for had finally come to a climax, 
made joyous our hearts, and slipped 
away into the hot Paraguayan night. 

The house is an early Paraguayan 
type. The frontage is 10 meters 
and the depth is 35 meters, making 
350 square meters of area. 

-ALICE BACON 

"I shall continue the Sunday open 
house and conference parties with 
a talk on the life of 'Abdu'l Bahit, 
the Guardian, and other key figures 
of the Faith. Luckily we have a most 
capable and fluent translator, but 
the friends are getting used to my 
American style English, and I speak 
rather slowly. 

uWas told this P.M. that we can 
expect several new believers tomor
row, when we shall commemorate 
the birth of BaM 'u'llah. 

Group ~t the dedication of tbe Hazil·atu']-Quds of Rome, Italy, on November 12, 
1955. conducted by Dr. Ugo Giacbery, Hand of the Calise, with tbe Na.tional Spiritual 
Assembly of Italy and Swlizerland and two members of the Auxiliary Board present. 
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INDIA, PAKISTAN, BURMA 

AlI,South India Conference 
Considers Pioneer Tasks 

Baha'i News Letter, published by 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
India, Pakistan and Burma, has an. 
nounced the agenda of an All-South 

he said that he 'wished distinction 
for us.' Here you have these islands, 
so long isolated, their people sus
picious of anything or anyone new, 
and on the other hand you have 
these Knights of BaM 'u'll"h, literally 
drawing people to them because they 
give them a feeling of Peace instead 
of the atmosphere of strife in which 
they live, of rest instead of running 
away from things, of contentment 
instead of grumbling. 

"Just as each of these places is 
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GERMANY 
Baha'i-N achrichten, published by 

the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Germany and Austria, reports a 
Teaching Conference in the I:la?-ira 
at Frankfurt on September la, fol. 
lowed by Summer School sessions 
from September 11 to 17 inclusive, 
under the direction of Dr. Hermann 
Grossman. Both repeated the teach
ing conference and summer school 
material used earlier at Esslingen. 

Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is of Lucknow, India, 
inc.orporated July 20, 1955. 

First Spiritual Ass~rnbly of the Bahii.'is of Malacca, 
Mala.ya, April. 1955. 

Teaching Conference, held in Poo
na, India on November 15-16, 1955. 

uHow to find pioneers to open goal 
towns nat yet opened; how to help 
the existing groups to evolve into 
Spiritual Assemblies, and how to re
vive the dissolved Assemblies" is 
the staled theme. 

The News Letter emphasized that 
about 30 goal towns must be opened 
in India, eight in Pakistan, and sev
en in Burma. In addition, Assem
blies to be revived include 14 in In
dia, one in Pakistan, and three in 
Burma. 

BRITISH ISLES 

A recent article in the Baha'i 
Journal, publication of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the British 
Isles, describes the qualities of the 
pioneers 'Of the Northern islands of 
the Faroes, Shetlands and Orkneys, 
written by M, S. Mihaeloff and ex
ce rpled as follows: 

HA general impression of the ef
fect of the pioneers On the people 
in the places in which they live is 
that now I feel I understand bet· 
ter what the Master meant when 

different, so is the effect of each 
Knight on you, Charlie Dunning 
teaches you a kind of dogged and 
a bsol ute reliance on the Will of 
Bah .. 'u'llah. You learn from him a 
supreme confidence to hold fast re
gardless. The people there, even 
without realizing it, are drawn to 
him and by so doing recognise and 
pay tribute to this greatness. 

"From Brigitte Hasselblatt you 
come away having learnt how to pre
sent the BaM'i teachings 'like a gift 
to a King', how to love your ene
mies, 'look upon your evil-wishers 
as your well-wisherst and what it is 
to genuinely care for other people 
and always think of something to 
do for them, 

'~F inally, from E skil Lj un berg you 
learn acceptance of impossible liv
ing conditions as the 'price one has 
to pay to serve Him'. Just how it 
must feel to be so isolated, with two 
boats a month taking two and a 
half days to Europe; no air service; 
no visitors since he went there, and 
still to pour out that ocean of love! 

"I shan never forget the:::;e wonder
ful pioneers from whom you learn 
the art of being a Baha'i." 

Also reported was an invitation re
ceived from the Training Depart
ment for young clerics of the Evan
gelical Church in Hessen and Nas
sau, whose center is in Wiesbaden. 
to send a Baha'i representative ca
pable of explaining the Baha'i reli
gion. 

The Nat.ional Spiritual Assembly 
directed Dr. Eugen Schmidt to 
speak. Many questions were asked 
by the students; they could not all 
be answered because of the lack of 
time. Tentative arrangements were 
made for a return visit. 

The Baha'i Faith was the only non
Christian religion which these youth 
leaders invited during this "prepa
ration period." This opportunity was 
welcome, particularily in view of 
the stand of the Protestant Church 
last August toward the Temple proj
ect in Eschborn. 

CANADA 
Mrs. Margery McCormick, mem

ber of the Auxiliary Board, toured 
the Maritime Provinces during the 
Fall. At Charlottetown she spoke at 
a public meeting before 25 guests, 
gave a 15 minute radio talk, and 
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met with the community and inter~ 
ested friends at a fireside and din~ 
nero 

Mr. Rowland Estall. member of 
the Auxiliary Board, v~sited CQmmu
nities in Ontario during October. He 
.spoke at a Central Ontario Teaching 
Conference in Ingersoll on the fuller 
meaning of the Guardianship, a well
attended, enthusiastic meeting 
keyed to inspire dedication to the 
year's tasks. 

Autumn activities in Halifax in· 
eluded radio broadcasts, a series of 
advertisements, participation in 
civil defense projects and other 
community events, as well as fire
sides and study courses. 

A member of the Hamilton com
munity has been conducting fire
sides in Dundas (goal city). The 
Dundas Baha'is pledged to speak to 
a new person each day about the 
Faith. In 38 days they gained 13 new 
contacts for the fireside. 

The Quebec Regional Te'1ching 
Committee has announced plans for 
a week of study and fellowship at 
the Laurentian Baha'i Schnol. All are 
invited to take nart in the Baha'i 
activities amid t're quiet beauty of 
the ~now-c()vered Laurentian moun
tains. Further information may be 
obtained from Miss Dorothy Walsh, 
4613 Well in gt'!)n, Verdun, Quebec. 

New Territories Committee 
The New Territories Committee of 

the Canadian National Spiritual As
sembly reports that, in addition to 
the four unfil1ed goals listed in the 
December BAHA'i NEWS, Franklin 
should be added. 

FIRST AMERICAN INDIAN 
TEACHING CONFERENCE 
MEETS IN ARIZONA 

Clouds bearing the first storm of 
the winter were low over the moun
tains of northern Arizona on Sunday, 
November 13 as a stream of cars 
wound their way into the valley of 
the Verde River, for years the home 
of the Apache Indians. 

For seventy-three adults and sev
enteen children the end of the scenic 
Toad was the Seaf Gimlin ranch, and 
in store for them was a l1nique ex
perience. 

At eleven o'cIock. before the fire
place in the hospitable ranch house 
there began the first Baha'i Ameri
can Indian Teaching Conference and 
consultation on one of the great un
finished tasks of the American 
Baha'i CommlUlity. 

To a feeling of seriousness was 
added one of joy as new arrivals 
brought pioneers from the Navajo 
reservation, Baha'is from Gallup. 
the Indian capital of the world, and 
others whose contributions were 
drawn from experiences in teaching 
among the Indians. 

The confer€nce began with a word 
of greeting by the Chairman of the 
Indian Service Committee, and 
stayed close to the spirit and the 
words of 'Abdu'] Baha's mandate to 
the American Baha'is forty years 
ago, and related itself to the ex-

Memorial erected at the grave of Siegfded Schopflocher. Hand of th:e Cause of God, 
at Montreal, Canada. 
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pressed concern of the Guardian that 
a long-neglected people receive their 
share of God's message for this day. 
Its inspiration was contained in 
'AbduJI-Baha's Own statement, "You 
must give great importance to teach
ing the Indians," whose future, as 
He so graphically explained, is de
pendent on receiving the light of the 
teachings of Baha'u'llah. 

The seeming strangeness of a cul
ture had isolated this great people, 
so the attitudes and preparation for 
real pioneering were discussed. 

"To becom e a pa rt of their group 
life, to enter their mental and spirit
ual climate, then draw them through 
correlation of thought into ours" had 
been the advice of RUhiyyih Khanum 
to pioneers in the Pacific. It was 
agreed that this was applicable to 
an approach to the various Indian 
tribes as well. 

The validity of this approach was 
confirmed first by Hayward Camp
er of Indian Wells, Arizona and then 
by Amoz and Mary Gibson, now set
tled in the heart of the Navajo res. 
e-rvation, teaching in a government 
school. This is pioneering, it was 
agreed. 

Pioneering exists, too, in a town 
such as Gallup, N. Mex., we learned 
from Grace Dean and James Stone. 
Here the friends are opening a cen
te r to serve the Indians visiting 
from nearby reservations needing a 
shelter in town. Here a tr ansla tion 
of A New Day Comes has been made 
into the Navajo tongue by an official 
government translator through the 
efforts and good wilI of these pio
neers. 

The guest speaker. Dr. Robert 
Euler from Arizona State College, 
Flagstaff, joined the group as the 
morning consultation was drawing to 
a close. With his opening remarks 
at the afternoon session, Dr. Euler 
indicated his sympathy for the 
Baha'i purpose. As an anthro
pologist, his analysis of the Indiants 
way of life, his problems and atti
tudes was invaluable. 

As an individual, his dedication to 
the cause of greater harmony among 
the peoples of the world made every 
remark valuable to his listeners. His 
counsel called attention to a more 
sensitive approach to the American 
Indian. 

The success of this first Confer
ence points to probable future ones 
in other spots across the country. 

-NANCY PHILLIPs 
JANET WARD 
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Spiritual Assembly of the Bahl-'is of Nasik. India, 
incorporated September 5, 1955. 

First Babi.'i Group of Hong- Kong, 
N ovem ber. 1955. 

YOUTH ATTEND SIX 
AREA CONFERENCES 

Baha'I Youth Conferences were 
held throughout the United States 
on the week end of October 22-23. 
Reports have been received on the 
followjng meetings: 

East Central States 
This conference was opened Sat

urday afternoon I and the agenda 
established by the National Youth 
Committee was followed. Saturday 
evening a dance was given, and 
Stmday more youth arrived for the 
remainder of the meeting. Because 
of the interest shown, another con
ference was planned for November 
25-26-27 at Louhelen. 

North Atlantic States 
Four states were represented in 

this conference, opened Saturday 
afternoon at the Teaneck, N.J. 
Baha'i Center. Unity and uniformity 
were defined and discussed, with 
current events used as examples to 
clarify the differences, That evening 
a party was held at the Teaneck 
Baha'i cabin. 

Sunday morning the conference 
was convened at the Kelsey home. 
The institutions of the Covenant and 
the Guardianship were discussed in 
relation to the achievement of unity. 
The House of Justice and the World 
Parliament were explained. 

North Central States 
The Saturday evening session was 

given over to a reception for a 
Baha'I recently arrived from iran, 
who has enrolled in South Dakota 
State College. 

The conference proper. held at 
the Sioux Falls, S.D. Bahati Center, 
began on Sunday morning. with re
ports on unity in ini.n and the United 
States. The Bahati proposals for 
United Nations Charter Revision 

were reported. and the film "Work
shop for Peace" was shown. Con
sultation and discussion on unity 
followed t and the meeting was 
closed with readings. from Baha'i 
World Faith. 

Central States 
This meeting. held in Milwaukee, 

'Vise., began with a dinner-dance 
Saturday evening, On Sunday morn
ing the conference was convened, 
following the N.Y.C. agenda. A fea
ture of the discussion on national 
unity were remarks by an Oneida 
Indian on the achievement of na
tional unity by the American Indi
ans before the coming of the white 
man. 

After a Chinese dinner, complete 
with chopsticks, the meeting was 
resumed with a showing of a 
movie on the United Nations. Fol
lowing adjournment, many youth 
stayed for the evening public meet
ing sponsored by the Milwaukee 
community. 

New England States 
The Saturday session featured a 

discussion and fireside at the home 
rof a Ca)11brid~e, Mass. Baha'i fam
ily. Sunday the youth ?roup attend
ed the Boston Baha'i Center for a 
public meeting on liThe United Na
tions and the Baha'i Faith." 

Northern California 
Youth from Fresno, Sacramento 

and Chico attended a two-day con· 
ference in Sacramento~ Calif. Ma
terial relating to the Baha'i concept 
of unity, prepared by the Sanduskys 
of Stockton. was used as a basis for 
discussion. 

The Saturday evening social in· 
eluded dinner, dancing and games. 

On Sunday the topic considered 
was I'Wbat can we do to bring about 
true unity?" 

CENTRAL STATES AREA 
CONFERENCES HELD 

TIle Central States Area Teaching 
Committee scheduled two confer
ences this Fall. On October 30 a 
well-attended meeting was held at 
St. Paul, Minn. despite an early
season snow storm. Topics dis
cussed included "Unified Action on 
the Home Front," "The Covenant,!' 
and "Keeping in the Flow of the 
Spirit." 

The Blackhawk Hotel, Davenport, 
Iowa, was the location of the meet
ing held on November 13. The first 
two topics of the previous meeting 
were further discussed; other sub
jects included "Baha'i Obligations/' 
and "Pictures of Africa and the 
Holy Land." 

Iowa City, Iowa, announced plans 
for a series of public lectures, and 
asked the ATe for speakers. A sug. 
gestion was submitted that com
munities use all available free meth
ods of advertising, such as church 
columns in newspapers, and Inter
faith Hours on radio. 

Both conferences were succe s sM 
in giving inspiration to all who at· 
tended, through a clearer under
standing of the goals to be achieved. 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 

The Meridian Sun (Mississippi) of 
September 16 carries an illustration 
of the Temple with an article pre-
sented by Philip R. SaviUes, pio
neer. It also carries a notice of the 
observance of Proclamation Day in
serted by Mr. Savilles. 
Socia~ Research, published by the 

New School for Social Research, 
New York, refers to the BahiL'j Faith 
as a development "from a messi-

7 
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MONTHLY REPORT ON WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 
Third Year National Baha'i Fund 1955- 1956 

As of December IS, 1955 

Where we are 
$224,500. 

Total Budget for Entire Year _____ ... __ . _ . _ . _ . __ $550,000.00 
. $46,000.00) (Average Monthly Requirements 

Monthly receipts to date: 
May 1-15 ._ ... _. _ .$15,500 
May IS-June 15 _. _$22,500 
June 15 - July 15 __ . $23,500 
July 15- Aug. 15 ......... _$19,500 
Aug. 15· Sept. 15 _ $37,000 
Sept. IS_Oct. 15 .$39,500 
Oct. IS-Nov. 15 ._ .. _._ _$40,000 
Nov. 15·Dec. 15 . _. __ $27.000 

Total 
Accumulated deficit as of December IS, 1955 

$224,500 
$120,500.00 

-NATIONAL SPDUTUAL AssElY'IBLY 

anic revolution to an international 
denomination endowed with appur
tenances ranging all the way from 
a papacy to a public relations pro
gram." 

The Chaplain's Column in The 
Louisiana Legionnaire for November 
1955, states: "Look back through 
history and you will see that the 
greatest men were those who lived 
in close harmony and with a close 
relationship with God: Abraham, 
Moses, Confucius. Mohammed, 
Gandhi, Baha'u'Uah." 

A mention of the Faith in The 
Champlain Counci~ Review for June 
1955, a Canadian Telephone Employ
ees publication, consists of a re
print of letter written by Anna W. 
Howard (Baha" pioneer) from Mex
ico, D.F. In the course of her letter 

about Mexico City she wrote: "We 
are not entirely settled but in the 
meantime we aTe carrying on in
tensive Baha'i work. There is a new 
Baha'i Center here and numerous 
native Baha'is. tt 

Lift, a mimeographed Review of 
What's Right with the World, edit
ed by D. A. Frey, devotes its No
vember I 1955 issue to the subject of 
an Auxiliary International Lan
guage, and in mailing out this copy, 
a copy of Compilation from the 
BahcPi Writings on International 
Auxiliary Language and a World 
Script was enclosed by the editor. 

A reference in the Contemporary 
Review of London for October, 1955, 
appears in an article by Dr. Nor
man Bentwich on Acre Old and 
New: "One of the old high mansions 
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by the sea, which looks as if it had 
been a depository of smugglers, is 
marked as a Holy place. It is ven
erated by that Moslem reforming 
sect, the B.aha~is, originally coming 
from PerSIa In the 19th century 
~ut now spread over the world par~ 
tlCularly m America. Here in the
days of the Ottom an rule, the found
er of this universal Faith lived after 
he Was released from the prison of 
Acra to which he was consigned by 
the Sultan fearful of revolution." 

AREA NEWS BULLETINS 
Six conferences were held during 

November and December by the 
Tennessee Valley States ATC, their 
Area Bulletin reports; at LouisviUe 
Ky.; C~attanfHlga, Tenn. (goal city); 
Memphis, Tenn.; Nashville, Tenn.; 
Jackson, Miss.; and Birmingham, 
Ala. Also reported was a public 
meeting at the YWCA in Louis
ville, Ky., for the visit of Sarah 
Pereira, member of the Auxiliary 
Board. A Children's Class has been 
organized in Nashville, Tenn., meet
ing in the Hadley Park Branch of 
the Public Library. A projector for 
showing slides has been purchased, 
and a committee of four experi~ 
enced teachers plan the children's 
activities, 

The last virgin goal in the North
western States area has now been 
settled, with the arrival of a Baha'i 
in Salem, Ore., according to the 
BuUetin of the Area Teaching Com
mittee oj the Northwestern States. 
The October Area Tea ching Con
ference at Eugene, Ore. (goal city), 
was attended by Baha'is from a radi. 
us of 350 miles, representing four
teen localities of Oregon and Wash. 
ington, Also reported is a recent 
Inter-Faith devotional program in 
Lewiston, Idaho (goal city) which 
inclUded Baha'i prayers and selec
tions from the Baha'i Writings, as 
well as the Hindu, Jewish and Chris
tian Scriptures. 

The Birthday of Bah,,'u'Uah observ
ance in Kansas City, Mo. was con
ducted by the Children's Classes of 
Greater Kansas C~ty, the Area Bul
~etin fOT the South Central States 
reports, The next day the Area 
Teaching Conference was opened 
with a discussion of ,jEducation for 
Children," That evening a large 
group gathered at the Paseo Branch 
of the YWCA for a dinner. Ells
worth Blackwell was the guest 
speaker, 



BAHA'I NEWS 

Left: Abba. Khoushy, Mayor of Haifa, site of the Baba.'i World Center, with Mrs. 
Amelia E. COUinS, VIce President of the International 8ahi'( Councn and Horace 
Bolley, Secretary of the American National Bau'j Assembly, during his visit to the 
Bahi.'i House of Worship. WUmeUe. on December 6. 1955. Above: Abba. Khoushy (front 

:row at left) aJtd entourage, witb Baha'is who welcomed him. 

Fargo, N.D. (goal city) Baha'is 
presented three books to North Da
kota Agricultural College, the Area 
Bulletin for the North Central States 
reports. One of these, PToposals for 
Charter Revision Submitted to the 
United N atirms by the Baha'i Inter
natio.nal Community, was included 
in a book display for United Na· 
tions Day. 

The South At'antic States Area 
Bulletin reports four conferences 
scheduled for the late autumn; Tam
pa, Fla. and North Augusta, S.C. on 
October 9, the Orlando and Orange 
County Conference at Pine castle, 
Fla_ on N ovem ber 20, and the Miami 
Beach Conference at Miami Beach, 
Fla. on December 3. A third con
ference planned for Greenville, S.C. 
was postponed. This Area Bulletin 
also reports that the Jacksonville, 
Fla. (goal city) group has presented 
three books to the library at the 
Jacksonville Naval Air Station, in· 
eluding one for the children's sec
tion. Miami Shares, Fla. Baha'is al
ternate Contact Meetings and Study 
Classes on Friday evenings. Gaines
ville, Georgia arranged for a Baha'i 
to speak to an adult class at the 
Methodist Church. 

The Alaska Teachi.ng Committee 
Bu.lletin reports on the requirements 
of communities in their area to 
reach Assembly status. Juneau ap· 
pears certain of reaching Assembly 
status when several contemplated 
moves are made; Ketchikan re-

quires five; Outside Fairbanks 
needs five; and Valdez needs seven 
Baha'is. These posts must be filled 
through new local confirmations, or 
by pioneers from the States whose 
departure will not endanger existing 
Assemblies. 

The Southwestern Baha'i Area 
Bulletin lhts an Activities Report 
for November that includes the fol· 
lowing: Adult Classes, 18; Child 
Classes, 9; Deepening Classes, 18; 
Firesides, 36; Public Meetings, 15; 
and Youth Classes, 3. 

The Area Bulletin for the Central 
Atlantic States announces an Area 
Conference to be held on January 
14. 1956 at the Baha'i Center in 
Baltimare, Md. The theme 01 the 
meeting will be "Spiritual Living." 
It is also planned to hold simultane
ous conferences in the future in Vir
ginia, West Virginia and North Caro· 
lina. 

Also reported were the activities 
of the Wilmington, Del. community. 
Deep ening classes are held each 
Sunday morning, with study devoted 
to A Life Plan by Esselmont, and 
the Guardian's World Crusade let· 
ters. A series of book reviews to 
attract non·Baha'is will be held 
monthly. In January, Guy Murchie's 
Song of the Sky will be discussed. 

Star of the North, bulletin of the 
Anchorage, Alaska Recording Dis
trict reports that the Donnelly home 
was filled to overflowing for the 
celebration of the Birthday of 
Baha 'u 'lla.h. 
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NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

Interracial Meetings Held 

The pioneers in Rocky Mount, 
North Carolina planned and carried 
out a fine interracial meeting on 
October 22. They rented a banquet 
hall in the Negro section of town, 
and invited by letter and telephone 
Baha'is and their contacts from the 
surrounding area, as well as their 
own contacts. A film, "Palestine, 
Land of Many Faiths," was shown, 
and a Baha'i from Greensboro, 
North Carolina presented a short, 
basic Baha'i talk. A question and 
answer period and an hour of fellow· 
ship and refreshments followed the 
meeting. 

Of the large number who attended, 
half were seekers. Before the meet
ing, aU were guests at the home of 
these pioneers for a buffet supper. 

The success of this meeting sug
gests the value of its use in other 
communities to initiate activities in 
the Negro section, 

"The Elimination 01 Prejudice" 
was the topic of a program spon
sored by the Baha'is of New York 
City on November 6. Dr. Harry C. 
Oppenheimer, Chairman of the Man
hattan Council of the New York 
State Commission Against Discrim
ination, and a Baha'i representative 
\vere the featured speakers. 
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A. Baha'i fireside composed of university students from Chon
Dam University, KwangJu. Korea, with Prof. Wm. H. Maxwell, 

pioneer (cenier front). who tea.ches at the university. 

First SpJritual Assembly of stockton. California. April, 1955. 
fir-st g-oal city to attain Assembly status under 

Southwestern ATe. 

Milwaukee Club Tours Temple 
Thirty-two members of the Mil

waukee Women's C!ub chartered a 
bus in October to visit Chicago and 
the Baha'i House of Worship. The 
tour was arranged by a Baha'i mem
ber of the club. The introductory 
talk, the showing of slides, the 
beauty of tbe Temple, and the hos
pitality were all praised by the 
guests. 

In response to a request for a 
Baha'i speaker at Juanita College, 
Penn., Mrs. Annamarie Honnold ad
dressed the students of the Juanita 
Christian Association, who not only 
picked up quickly the Baha'i litera
ture that was laid out, but remained 
considerably beyond the aUotted 
time for discussion. The next morn
ing Mrs. Honnold addressed a class 

on the history of religion at the same 
college where she found much in
terest in the Baha'i plan for peace 
and the Baha'i proposals for the 
revision of the UN Charter. 

The instructor of the class gladly 
accepted a copy of Baha~u'Uah and 
the New ETa for the reserved sec
tion of the college library. 

A New York City Baha'i speaker 
was invited to address a group of 
students of the Christian Club of 
New York City College, meeting at 
the AdolphUS Lutheran Church. She 
was invited to return early in 1956. 

Tacoma, Wash. reports that 
Dwight Allen was invited to speak 
before the Dr. John B. Magee class 
a t the College of Puget Sound, Meth
odist College of Tacoma, on No
vember 30. 

The Los Angeles Bahd.~i Journal 
lists eleven weekly meetings, in
cluding Sunday Adult and Children's 
Classes and a Public Meeting at 
the Center, and firesides. Also listed 
is the staff of the Child Education 
Committee, comprising 29 teachers. 

Baha'is of San Francisco, Calif. 
met November 20 to hear Nasrol1ah 
Rassekh of Stanford University give 
a talk on the United Nations and 
Baha'i participation in help for the 
less developed peoples. 

A Stockton, Calif. Baha'i attend
ing the College of the Pacific cre
ated a mobile illustrating the pro
phetic lineage of the Manifestations 
of God, as a project for an art 
course, stimulating a classroom dis
cussion of the Faith. 

Bahi'l Commun:ty cf Rio de .Janeiro, Brazil. Bahi'i Children's Class of FOl't Worth, Texas. 
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HAVE YOU MOVED RECENTLY? 
DID YOU MISS ONE OR TWO 
ISSUES OF BAHA'I NEWS? 

Perhaps these two facts go 
hand-in-hand. If you are a mem
ber of a community - and con
templating a change of address 
-be sure to notify your Local 
Assemb1y secretary immediate-
ly. 

If Y'JU are isolated, send this 
inform a tion directly to the N a
tional Baha'i Office 112 Linden 
Avenue. Wilmette. IlL 

Your prompt cooperation is 
J"Iecessary to keep the address 
files of the National Baha'i Of
fice up to date and accurate. 

U. S. PUBLISHING TRUST OFFERS 
STANDING ORDER SERVICE 

The Baha'i Publishing Trust is 
able to provide all community li
brarians with a standing order serv
ice on all new publications. This 
means you will be sent one copy of 
each book., and the minimum order 
of pamphlets (usually five or ten 
copies) each time a new item is 
published. This will also include 
copies of new editions of previous 
works that contain revisions and 
additions as well as works which 
have been out of print for a number 
of years. These standing orders will 
be shipped to you automatically in 
addition to any direct order sent in 
for the same item. If you wish to 
receive this service please write 
to The Baha'i Publishing Trust, 110 
Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois. 

The Reality of Man. Selections from 
the Writings of Baha'u'llah and 
jAbdu?l-Baha. This explanation of the 
soul, mind and eternal life contains 
some passages not fOWld in our pres
ent literature. It is appealing to all 
who wish to probe more deeply into 
the true nature of man. This new 
edition has been prepared because 
of the continuous demand for it. Ex
cellent for deepening and for fire
side discussions with those who 
have already been deeply attracted 
to the teachings. 52 pp., hardbound 
with three-piece binding of brown 
and patterned paper. 

Per copy ..................... $1.00 

BahotPi Appeal for Religious Freedom 
in iran. This pamphlet was orig
inally prepared for use in the Public 
Relations campaign, It contains 
many statements and letters by 
noted people throughout the world. 
as well as editorials, newspaper 
and magazine articles voicing public 
indignation and concern. The ap
peals made to the government of 
idm and to the United Nations, the 
atrocities that occurred, and replies 
to the false accusations made against 
the Faith in him are listed. Every 
Baha'i should be informed of these 
events and be prepared to use this 
excellent material for teaching and 
public contact. 9 x 6, self cover. 

Per copy .................... $.25 

Baha'u'lhih and the New Era. (Chi. 
nese). A new translation of this 
basic text. BOWld in paper. (Printed 
in Macau). 

Per copy .................... $1.00 

Baha'i Calendar, 1956, illustrated 
with an unusually dramatic picture 
of the Archives Building in Haifa, 
Israel; another of Carl Scheffler's 
drawings, (which are considered in 
professional circles to be among the 
finest of scratchboard artwork). this 
one with background highlighted in 
blue. Feast Days and Holy Days de· 
picted in blue and deep yellow. with 
all other pertinent information con
tained on back. 8%x12. 

Each ........................ $.25 
Ten copies .................. $2.00 

Available from 
BAId'i PUBLISHING TRUST 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 

"Glory be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gathered under 
the shadow 01 Thy mercy and they 
are united through Thy favor and 
generosity. 0 Lord! Assist them in 
this Th1J ,"orla and Thy Kingdom 
and destine fOT them every good 
through Thy bounty and grace . .. " 

-BAHA'U'Lr.AR 

Los Angeles, California: Miss Agnes 
Reginia Ballew to Mr. Joseph A. 
Cowan on November 14, 1955. 

FEASTS 

¢i.il.SltOAiJt 
Q:P .• VEJrt't.S·· 
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January 19--Sultim (Sovereignty) 
February 7-Mulk (Dominion) 

WORLD RELIGION DAY 

January IS-to proclaim the fun
damental oneness of religion. 

WORLD BROTHERHOOD WEEK 

February 19·25--to proclaim the 
oneness of mankind. 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 

ASSEMBLY MEETING 

February 10, 11. 12. 

BAHA'i HOUSE OF WORSHIP 
Visiting hours 

Weekdays and Saturdays: 
1:00-----4:00 P.M. 
(the Auditorium only will be 
open) 

Sundays: 10:30 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 
(the entire building will be open) 

Service of Worship: Sunday at 3 :30 
P.M., lasting until 4 :15. (No guid. 
ed tours will be conducted during 
the program of worship.) 

H Death proffeTeth unto every con
fident believer the cup that is life 
indeed. It bestoweth joy, and is the 
bearer of gladness. It conteTTetll the 
gift of eveTlasting life." 

Mr. G, A. Bossung 
Lyndon, Kentucky 
April, 1955 

Dr. H. A. Parris 

-B..w.'u'LLAu 

Rich Square, North Carolina 
August 26, 1955 

Mrs. Noma Bentley Osman 
Monrovia, California 
October 31, 1955 

Mr. Clarence L. Lathrop 
Winnetka. Illinois 
November 12, 1955 

Mrs. Lillian Sophia O'Keefe 
Everett, Washington 
November 19, 1955 

Mrs. Ivy Drew Edwards 
Eliot, Maine 
November 22, 1955 

Mr. Adolph Boesch 
Millbrae, California 
November 22, 1955 
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BAHA'i DIRECTORY CHANGES 

BAHA'i ScHOOL CoMMI'ITIZS 

Geyserville Baha'I School 

AREA TEACHING COMMl'I'"I'EES 

New England States 
Mr. Ray Dones. Chairman Mr. Roy Mottahedeh (Youth) 
Mrs, Margaret Bustard, Secreta.ry. 36 Arreba Street, Mar-

tinez, Calif. North Atlantic States 
Mr. J ahn Bustard 
Mrs. Alia Dakserhof 
Mrs. Inez Dones 
Mrs. Frances Fletcher 
Mr. Roderick Haake 
Mr. Alvin F. Heald 
Mr. Harold G. Irwin 
Mrs. Claire Irwin 
Mr. Thomas Lisuta 

Green Acre Baha'i School 
Dr_Sam McClellan. Chairman 
Mrs. Mary Swan, Secreta'7ll. 

Conn. 
Mrs. Mary Burnet 
Mr. Kenneth Kalantar 
Nr. Curtis Kelsey 
Mrs. Edith McLaren 

lAuhelen Baha'i School 
Mr. Harry Jay, Chairman 

Mrs. Vi viana Lisota 
Mr. Michael Marney 
Mr. La:rne H. Matteson 
Mrs. Eleanor Matteson 
Miss Eloise Mitchell 
Mrs. Anna Stevenson 
Mr. Melvin Vanderhot 
Mrs. Johanna Vanon! 
Mr. Al1red Zahl 

1 Prescott Lane I Greenwic:h, 

Mr. Harry Merson 
M1'. Iradj Sabet 
Mrs. Louise Sayward 
Mrs. Rene Welsh 

Miss Louhelen Eggleston, Secreta.ry, 24 North Anderson, 
Pontiac. Weh. 

Mr. Chester Allen, Jr. 
Mr. Stanley Brogan 
Mr, Sam Clark 
Miss Phyllis Han 

Temerity Baha'I School 

Mr. Michael Jamir 
Mr. HamUton Niss 
Mrs. Jane Reynolds 

(No session in 1956. Property being sold.) 

NATIONAL COMMITTEES (additions) 

Africa Teaching- CGmmittee 
Mr. Kenneth Simmons 

Western Hemisphere Teaching Committee 
Mrs. Elizabeth Ka tzoff 
Mis! Betty Ullus 

American Indian Service Committee 
Mrs. Floyd Heaton 

N aUona) BaIui'i Youth Committee 
Mrs. Georgia Haisler, SecTetaT'JI. 2339 West Lawn, Racine, 

Wis. (Change of address) 
Mr. David Baral 

Reviewing Committee 
Mrs. Chappell Porter 

Mrs, Anna Mikuryia 
Mrs. G. Natalie Bowen 

Central Atlantic States 
Mr. C. Newell Atkinson 
Miss Bernice Bernardo 

South Atlantic State. 
Mrs. ~eatrice Alexander, SecretaTY, P.O. Box 943, Tampa. 

FlorIda (cbange of address) 

Tennessee Valley States 
Dr, J. S. Francis 

Central States 
Mrs. Maud Reimholz 
Miss Sue Williston (Youth) 

N orlb Central Slates 
Mrs. Marguerite Bruegger 

Southwestern. States 
Mr. Dale Allen (Youth) 

North .. estern States 
Mr. Ted Thorsen 
Mrs. Ted Thor.sen 

TRtiS'I'EB COMMI'ITIES - M..u:NTENANCE 

Bosch Trustees - Geyserville School 
Same personnel as GeyservilJe School Committee. 

Mathews Trustees - Temerity Sohool 
School property being soW. Committee disbanded. 

ASSEMBLY SECRETARIES 

Alaska 
Fairbanks: Mrs. Rose Yarno, 211 :Polaris Bldg. 

California (Northern) 
MlUbrae: Miss Margot Boesch, 999 Millbrae Ave. 

Maryland 
Prince George's County: Mrs. Flora W. Brooks, 3300 May-

wood Lane, S.E., Silver Hill, Maryland, Washington, D. C. 

Massachusetts 
Beverly: Mr. Arthur W. Edwards, 63 Lovett st. 

New York (Eastern) 
Mount Vernon: Mrs. Catherine K. Deme, 101 Elm Ave. 

Oregon 
Portland: Mrs. Dorothy C. Henderson, 25 N, E. 63rd. 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 01 the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Eaha'j World Community. 

Reports. plans. r.ews items and photographs ot general interest are requested :from national committees and local assemblle.!!l of 
the United State:" as well as from National Assemblies ot other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 

BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1955-56: Mrs. Eunice Braun, 
Miss Charlotte Linfoot, Richard Thomas. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office. 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, nlinois. U.S.A. 
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REVITALIZE ENTIRE COMMUNITY 
Cabl. from the Guardian 

Urge intensification efforts revitalize entire community, expedite attain
ment plans, objectives, particularly related purchase l;Ia~iras, endowments, 
America (and) Europe; translation remaining languages; incorporation 
Assemblies: multiplication centers (and) Assemblies home front: openin~ 
Iceland, Spitzbergen, Anticosti (and) remaining islands (of) Pacific (and) 
Atlantic. Fervently supplicating immediate signal victories. 

-SHOGm 
January 5, 1956 

COMM<:NTA'l'Y NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ",SSEMI!IL.Y 

Beloved Friends; 
This message from the revered Guardian brings us three distinct con

cepts which, combined, sound the great call to action at this grave hour in 
tbe progress of the Ten Year Plan, 

First, he urges intensification of the National Assembly's efforts to 
revitalize the Baha'i Community, a sacred duty undertaken prayerfully a!< 
we survey the condition of the homefront and the unfinished tasks in Ameri
can areas abroad. There are times of elation and conquest, and times of 
slackening effort and lack of accomplishment, It is the latter phase through 
which we seem to be passing now, 

Let the Guardian's own call signalize the turning of the tide, the deepen
ing of our spirits, the resolute decision of our wills to serve the Faith with 
redoubled intensity. 

Second, the aim of this revitalization is definitely defined as the comple
tion of the particular Crusade tasks allotted to the period ending Ric;1van. 
1956. These are the tasks which the Guardian defined in his message to the 
Conventions of 1954 and 1955, recapitulated in the National Assembly's 
message to the recent State Conventions reprinted in this issue of BAHA/f 
Nmws. 

Third, the Guardian assures us that he is supplicating for immediate, 
outstanding victories. Let us feel the vibrancy of Shoghi EffendPs words as 
though each were in his presence and receiving a personal message. One by 
one we are all equally concerned in seeing to it that by RiQ-van the Crusade 
tasks enumerated are all performed. 

VARQA, HAND OF CAUSE, 
BURIED IN STUTIGART 

Valiyu'lHlh Varqa, of fran, Hand of 
the Cause, was interred in Stuttgart, 
Germany, at the reque5t of the 
Guardian, On November 17, 1955, 

A report of his burial has been 
published in Baha'i Nachrichten by" 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Germany and Austria. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

The services included prayers for 
the dead, music, and the reading of 
the Holy Utterances. The principal 
address was given by Dr. Adelbert 
Miihlschlegel, Hand of the Cause. 

Dr. Eugen Schmidt spoke on be
half of the German Baha'i commu
nities. Paul Gollmer, representing 
the Stuttgart Local Spiritual Assem
bly, recalled that the earth of Stutt· 
gart, now to receive Mr, Varqa, had 
been blessed by 'Abdu'l-Baha. 
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Representatives of other Baha'i 
communities spoke also. The iranian 
friends expressed their feelings with 
chants, poetry, and eulogies, and to
gether with other friends, carried 
the casket to the grave, 

Dr. MUhIschlegel, in his eulogy, 
recount.ed the events in the life of 
Mr. Varqa, His father, a doctor, 
poet" and faithful servant of Baha'u'
llah, late in life visited Him at Bahji, 
and expre::;sed the wish that he and 
one of his sons might become 
martyrs for the strength and purity 
of the Faitb in the fast·approacbing 
period of the Center of the Cove
nant, 

Soon after the Ascension of 
Bahatu'llah, this wish was fulfilled. 

In his early days as a student, 
Mr, Varqa was often in the pres~ 
ence of the Master, and at His re. 
quest took a position at the Court 
of Mu1).ammad 'Ali, second to the 
last :Wah of the Qajar dynasty. 

Then came anew, sterner epoch 
of service to the Faith in iran, as 
a pillar of the administrative order, 
For many years he was Chairman 
of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of fran. 

"And then there glowed for you a 
beautiful evening of life as a Hand 
of the Cause, tt Dr. Miihlschlegel con~ 
eluded, addressing the casket. 
"Again there were many journeys. 
to the Intercontinental Conferences 
of 1953, and in the intervals between, 
to many lands; even to our Ger
many. You were witness to how the 
sowing of the beloved Master had 
taken root in thousands of hearts, 
who welcomed you with love." 
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Report from the State Conventions 
In re~ponse to numerous requests that the sbtements read at the State COn\len~ 
tions be published for the inspiration and information of all the American Baha'Is. 
"Baha'I News" publishes the message from the American Hands of the Cause, the 
statement from the National Spiritual Assembly entitled "Consecrate Yourself 
Afresh." and the report on recommendations to the Assembly and its action. 

from the American Hands of the Cause 

A LEITER TO THE 1955 STATE CONVENTIONS 

Dear Baha'i Friends: 

During their first year of operation, the Hands of 
the Cause planned missions for the nine members of 
the Auxiliary Board which carried them to almost 
all Assemblies in Canada and the United States, and 
many in Central and South America, These activities 
established. a new institution throughout the Western 
Hemisphere in its particular function of encouraging 
and assisting the believers in their teaching work. 

The objectiVe for the current year is to concentrate 
effort upon certain small Assemblies and active groups 
in an effort to assure Assembly status on April 21, 
1956, Attainment of the goal of 300 Assemblies in the 
United States by 1963 will require intensive and ded
icated efforts by all of us in teaching on the home 
front. 

Three members of the Board-Rowland Estall, Flor
ence Mayberry and Margery McCormick-work in Can
ada; five members work in the United States-Wil
liam deForge, Dr. Pereira, Katherine McLaughlin, 
Florence Mayberry and Margery McCormick; and five 
members work in Latin America-Margot Worley, 
Gayle Woolson, Esteban Canales, Katherine McLaugh
lin and William deForge, 

The guidance for plans and policies this year was 
supplied by a letter written on the Guardian's behalf 
by the Hands of the Cause in the Holy Land on May 
I, 1955, 

'!hat letter conveyed "certain points" which the 
Guardian "feels are of the utmost importance for the 
Hands of the Cause to consider at this time and 
which should continually be brought to the attention 
of the Baha'is in order to guide them in fulfilling the 
Ten Year Plan. 

from the National Spiritual Assembly 

"The believers must be made to realize that, un
less a tremendous effort is put forth before April 21. 
1957, they will not have succeeded in laying a broad 
and worthy foundation for the new National Body and 
Regional Bodies." (i.e., the new National Spiritual 
Assemblies in Alaska and in Central and South 
America.) 

"You have heard many times the urgent appeal of 
the Guardian for the American Baha'is in particular 
to spread out from the big cities, and. leaving a 
nucleus of fifteen to maintain the local Assembly, 
go forth and establish new Assemblies. 

"He hopes that . . . will encourage the friends 
to assume a greater individual responsibility for the 
teaching of the Faith" ... "He cherishes the highest 
hopes for the American Baha'is, and longs to see them 
rise to greater heights, accomplish the tasks 'Abdu'l
Baha set for them, and attain their high destiny." 

In order to bring the Guardian's plans for the Hands 
and Auxiliary Board closer to the believers, the 
American Hands have given each Board member a 
letter to read at all meetings where they speak ex
clusively to Baha'is. 

Little by little we must become aware of how po
tent is the Guardianship in all Baha'i undertakings 
and in all Baha'is wherever they live and work. His 
divinely-guided master hand plans and directs the un
foldment of successive stages of the Master's Divine 
Plan. Our supreme need and privilege is to respond 
with complete consecration to his peerless leadership 
and thereby fulfil the high destiny t() which we have 
been called by the Center of Baha'u'Ihih's Covenant. 

CoiuNNE TRUE 

PAUL E. HANEY 
HORACE HOLLEY 

"CONSECRATE YOURSELF AFRESH" 

Beloved Friends; 

In his Message to our 1955 Convention the beloved 
Guardian appealed to the entire body of believers to 
arise and "consecrate themselves afresh . . . to the 
furtherance of the immediate objectives" mentioned in 

his Convention l\·lessage of 1954. Our year has passed its 
mid-point. Let us survey the goals and choose that 
project to which we will give personal endeavor if we 
are not already committed heart and soul to the blessed 
task, 

Of the thirteen immediate objectives set forth in 1954, 
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some are already achieved and s.ome (as in Persia) 
have become t.emporarily impossible. Those which call 
particularly for personal endeavor at this time are: 

Energetic and systematic teaching work at home and 
abroad, to increase rapidly the number of active sup
porters. 

Preservation of prizes won in the newly opened ter
ritories of the globe. 

Multiplication of isolated centers, groups and local 
Assemblies to hasten the formation of 48 National As
semblies. 

These are the tasks which depend upon individual 
devotion and effort, whether in spreading the Message 
for strengthening a weak Baha'i community or for 
forming an Assembly on the home front, in Latin 
America, Europe, Africa or in Asia. 

The preservation of Assembly status where threatened 
on the home front is as important as the formation of a 
new Assembly, because each counts the same toward 
our attainment of 300 local Assemblies by 1963. 

As to pioneering abroad, the Intercontinental Teach~ 
ing Committees are presenting their explanations and 
needs to this same gathering. Our task in preparing for 
the formation of new National Assemblies is truly 
colossal, requiring many more workers than have pi
oneered in virgin goals. 

But in all fields the urgency arises in the need for 
true Baha'is-devoted, self-sacrificing and courageous
who will enter a new field and find a home among 
strangers. As the Guardian has declared, consecration 
is needed to seize the opportunities of this "last, fast
fleeting year of the present phase of this momentous, 
world-girdling Plan." 

A dramatic and portentiolls new factor has entered 
our Baha'i life-the persecution of the Baha'is in Persia. 
Throughout the world sped the startling and ominous 
news that the iranian Government had by decree banned 
the Faith, forbidden the practice of the religion of 
Eahil'u'llAh, seized its Spiritual Center in Tihran and 
many other cities and towns, and opened the door to a 
frenzied fanaticism which wrought savage cruelty on our 
innocent co-religionists. 

l 

The unfoldment of this great drama-the pitting of 
the forces of reaction against the powers of a new 
Revelation of God's Will- has been reported to the 
friends in letters and through statements in BAHA'i 
NEWS. While on the one hand the entire Baha'i world 
joined in making appeals to the Sltah, the G.Jvernment 
and the Parliament of iran, a host of friends of the Faith 
and champions of the principles of basic human rights 
also expressed their views in press statements and in 
letters to the iranian Government. The century-long 
persecutions in iran have entered a new stage. No 
longer can any Islamic or cjvil authority of iran regard 
the Faith as nothing more than a minority within iran 
itself, entirely subject to their exp!oitation. They have 
found that the Baha'i Faith is an international reality, a 
powerful commWlity stretched beyond the limited area 
of frim itseU-a community able to present an appeal 
to the Secretary General of United Nations, thus throw
ing open the record of atrocities to the statesmen of al~ 
countries and to the press. 

The believers are also informed about the plan ap
proved by the Guardian to place the Baha '. case in the 
hands of a public relations counsel to see that it is kept 
alive and strengthened by the force of public opinion. 
The achievements of this campaign have been reported 
and there is no need to repeat them. What may be 
news to the friends is that the Guardian approves ex
tending the three-month campaign to a new arrange
ment covering twelve months beginning December first. 

As this public work develops it will more and more 
definitely present the basic teachings to a public already 
made aware of the repressions and injustices suffered 
by Baha'is throughout iran. The effect should be to 
create a new order of favorable public opinion in which 
local teaching efforts can be more effective. But as the 
public becomes informed and interested, our standards 
of teaching, of community tulity and of conduct must 
be raised. 

The Guardian's letter A Mysterious Dispensation of 
Providence elucidates the meaning of this event. 

A divine Providence has seized the reins lOurs is 
to open our hearts to this beneficent Power from above. 

RECOMMENDATIONS AND ACTION 
All recommendations received from the 1955 State 

Conventions were carefully cons~dered by the National 
Spiritual Assembly at its January meeting. Those deal
ing with the date and length of the conventions, the 
length of reports, methods of counting ballots, and sim
ilar matters, received from a number of states, have 
been filed for consideration in planning next year's con~ 
vention. Certain recommendations were more or less 
local in character. These have been referred to the 
committee concerned. 

Following are the actions taken on the recommenda
tions which the NSA considered to be of general in
terest to the friends: 

L That the NSA clarify the relationship between the 
celebration of Naw-Ruz and the regular Nineteen~Day 
Feast falling on the same date. 

Action: The NSA will repeat in BAHA't NEWS at an 
early date the explanation of these events received 

from the Guardian several years ago. 
2. That the NSA consider the publication of a piece 

of literature that will succinctly present what Baha'is 
mean by "a spiritual solution to the economic prob
lems," including specific references to topics such as 
taxation, employment, social benefits, inheritance laws, 
etc. 

Action: The NSA calls attention to the fact that the 
Guardian has explained that the Baha'i teachings do not 
contain an economic system or detailed explanations 
covering technical economic subjects such as taxation, 
the price system, etc. Further, the Guardian has in
structed the believers to stress in their teaching efforts 
only the broad, general principles bearing on economic 
problems which were enunciated by Baha'u'llilh, and to 
avoid discussions involving specific technical aspects of 
the subject. The believers are reminded that 'Abdu'l
Baha stated that the solution of the economic problem 
lies in the realm of the heart and spirit. 
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Report from the State Conventions 
Cont.inued 

3. That the NSA encourage Baha'] endorsement of and 
participation in the many organizations that aim to im
prove and consolidate human relations, such as the 
United Community Fund, United Nations, etc. 

Action: The friends are reminded that Baha'is are not 
to officially endorse or sponsor any org-anizations, but 
individual Baha'is are free to participate in the activities 
of such organizations provided it is not at the expense 
of their capacity to render direct service to the Faith. 

4. That the NSA publish a statement in BAHA'i NEWS 

as to the responsibility or right of individual Baha'is to 
discuss the subject of the persecutions in Persia among 
friends, acquaintances, at firesides and with small sym
pathetic groups. 

Action: In distributing copies of the pamphlet Bahd'i 
Appeal fOT Religious Fl-eedo,m in fran the NSA informed 
local Assemblies that believers are free to make use of 
any portions of this publication which is intended for 
the information of the public. Attention is also called 
to the announcement in January BAHA'i NEWS concern
ing this pamphlet. 

5, That in setting up committees for promotion of 
teaching, consideration be given to changing. the,~erms 
"race" and "interracial" to "human relations. 

Action: At the beginning of the Ten-Year Crusade the 
Guardian instructed that certain committees be ap
pointed to stimulate teaching work among certain spe
cific groups in America, notably the Ind,ian and Negro 
populations. The existing national commIttees were ap
pointed in response to this instruction. 

S. That the NSA ascertain from the iranian Baha'is 
what methods and means they use successfully in teach
ing the Faith to children and endeavor to provide 
American Baha'is with this information. 

Action: The NSA has already investigated this matter 
and has found that Baha'i textbooks for children used in 
Persia reflect such a diversity of conditions as com
pared to the United States that it is not feasible to use 
their material here. 

7. That national, area and local committees encourage 
and promote greater intermingling of the believers in 
inter-community, district and area meetings planned to 
foster Baha'i fellowship and to promote increased under
standing and participation in respect to the Ten-Year 
Crusade_ 

Action: It is the view of the NSA that this need is 
being met by the holding of area teaching conferences 
and similar gatherings. The sponsoring of such meetings 
is one of the functions of the area teaching committees. 

8. That the NSA clarify the position and functions of 
Baha'i youth at state conventions, particularly with re
peet to their voting privileges. 

Action: It is recorded that the same general principle 
applies here as it does in Baha'i community life, namely, 
that youth members are eligible for appointment on 
committees (and could serve as tellers, etc,) but have 
no voting privileges Wltil attaining the age of 21 years. 
This precludes their being eligible for election as state 
convention chairman or secretary or participating in 
the election of such officers, 

9. That all delegates to the National Convention be 

FEBRUARY, "56 

required to report back to their electoral districts at 
a specially called convention of that district. 

Act.ion: After careful consideration of the problem 1n 

previous years, the NSA has included among the func
tions of the area teaching committees the responsibility 
for calling conferences to hear reports of delegates to 
the National Convention. 

10. That the NSA prepare for the information and 
guidance of the believers an explanation of the station 
and function of the Hands of the Cause in order that 
the friends may better understand this institution. 

Action: Such an explanation appeared in BAHA~i NEWS 
at the time of the appointment of the Auxiliary Boards. 
(See BAHA'i NEWS No. 279, May 1954.) 

11. That the NSA make available to Assemblies 
and groups tape recordings of all, or highlights of, 
National Conventions; also that such recordings be 
preserved in the National Archives. 

Action: The NSA believes that the intent of this 
recommendation is largely met through the reports 
presented by delegates who have attended the Na
tional Convention, and feels that such reports are 
more inspirational in character than are detailed 
mechanical recordings. 

12. That isolated Baha'is and groups, particularly 
in goal cities, receive material that will enable them 
to give local editors information regarding the Faith 
and current Baha'i developments. 

Action: Baha 'f Press Service has announced through 
BAHA'i NEWS from time to time that it will add to its 
mailing list the names and addresses of isolated Baha'is 
and groups wishing to receive its releases and other 
materiaL (Requests to be placed on its list are to be ad
dressed to: Baha'i Press Service, 112 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Illinois.) 

13. That notice be taken by the NSA or Baha'I Press 
Service in cases where prejudice has been shown, 
and that expressions of commendation be sent to pub
lications carrying editorials or articles wherein Baha'i 
principles are championed, 

Action: It is the view of the NSA that the more 
vigorously the American Baha'i community promotes 
the direct and fundamental Baha'i teachings, the more 
effectively will we bring our influence to bear against 
outstanding cases of prejudiced behavior, and attract 
the attention of those who already in their lives and 
writing are reflecting Baha'i principles. 

14. That the NSA consider the preparation of ma
terial that may be given to the Baha'i student prior 
to his dec1ar~tion to orient him to the world-wide 
activities of the Faith, and that such material con
sist of a simply worded publication rather than a 
compilation of quotations only, 

Action: The NSA recognizes the need for material 
of the type contemplated in this recommendation and 
has appointed a special committee to produce such 
an exposition, 

15. That a central agency be established to col
lect and process material presented in local Baha'i 
radio programs in order that it may be made avail
able for general Baha'i use. 

Action: The NSA is taking steps to collect such 
material and to devise some plan for making it avail
able for wider use. -NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 
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Construction of the In1ernaUonaJ Bau'j Archives Bul1dlng. Hajfa., in December, 1955. Lett: The base of the 6rst column placed In 
position at the top of the steps. Right: Erection of the inner walls, with a glimpse of the ShrJne of the Bab seen through the 

scaffolding on the right. 

"THE ONSLAUGHT OF ALL 
PEOPLES AND KINDREDS" 

We have only to refer to the warn
ings uttered by 'Abdu'l-Baha in or
der to realize the extent and char
acter of the forces that are destined 
to contest with God's Holy Faith. In 
the darkest moments of His life, un
der 'Abdu'l-Hamid's regime, when 
He stood ready to be deported to 
the most inhospitable regions of 
Northern Africa, and at a time when 
the auspicious light of the Baha'i 
Revelation had only begun to break 
upon the West, He, in His parting 
message to the cousin of the Bah, 
uttered these prophetic and ominous 
words: 

H How great, how very great is the 
Cause.r How very fierce the on· 
s!aught of all the people and kin
dreds of the earth. Ere fong shaH 
the damar oj the multitude through
out Africa, throughout America~ the 
cry of the European and of the Turk, 
th.e groaning oj India and China, be 
heard from far and neaT. One and 
all, they shaH arise with aH their 
power to resist His Cause. Then 
shaH the knights of the Lord, as
sisted by His grace from on high, 
strengthened by faith, aided by the 
power of understanding, and rein
fcrced by the legions of the Cove
nant, arise and make manifest the 
truth of the verse: 'Behold the con
fusion that hath befancn the tribes 
of the defeated!' n 

Stupendous as is the struggle 
which His words foreshadow, they 
also are destined eventually to 
achieve. Peoples. nations. adherents 

of divers faiths, will jointly and suc
cessively arise to shatter its unity, 
to sap its force, and to degrade its 
holy name. They will assail not only 
the spirit which it inculcates, but 
the administration which is the 
channel, the instrument, the embodi
ment of that spirit. For as the au
thority with which Baha'u'IUth has 
invested the future Baha'i Common
wealth becomes more and apparent, 
the fiercer shall be ·the challenge 
which from every quarter will be 
thrown at the verities it enshrines. 
(The World Orner of Baha'u'!lah, by 
Shoghi Effendi, pages 17-18) 

Beloved Baha'i Friends: 
The passage quoted from The 

World Order of Bah,,'u'!lrih has a 
new and deeper implication for 
Baha'is as they contemplate the re
cent onslaught of the forces of perse
cution upon the Baha'is of Persia. 

In certain cases also, pioneer::; 
serving the World Crusade have 
been denied entrance, Dr expelled 
from residence, in countries where 
religious freedom is not practiced. 
But the Master's words cited by the 
Guardian descrlbe a general and not 
a localized effort to destroy the 
Faith. The passage is a fore-warn
ing. We must prepare now, as indi
viduals and as communities, for 
what is destined to come. 

It is said that while in New York 
'Abdu'l-Baha told the friends that 
such opposition would come from the 
clergy, and He welcomed it, saying 
that then the Cause would rapidly 
grow. 

-~ATIONAL SP1RITUAL ASSEMBLY 

NATIONAL CONVENTION 
DATES ANNOUNCED 

The Forty-Eightb Annual BaM'i 
Convention will be held in Found
ation Hall of the Baha'i House of 
Worship, Wilmette, Illinois, April 26, 
27, 28 and 29, 1956. 

Reservations: Delegates and visit
ors wishing accommodations in priv
ate homes should send their request 
for reservations to: Mrs. Priscilla 
Hassan, 1244 Maple Avenue, Wil
mette, Illinois, Chairman of the 
Housing Committee, or to the Co
Chairman, Mrs. Edna Coleman, 1227 
Leon Place, Evanston, Illinois. A list 
of nearby hotels, together v;:ith rates, 
will be published in the next issues 
of BAHA'i NEWS. The friends wishing 
this type of accommodation are re
quested to make their own reserva
tions. 

Cbild Care: Owing to the difficulty 
of securing a sufficient number of 
volunteers to care for children, the 
Convention Arrangements Commit· 
tee has found it necessary to limit 
child care to the daytime sessions 
only. It is not equipped to care for 
children in arms, or for other very 
young children requiring individual 
attention. Any inquiries concerning 
this service should be directed to the 
Chairman of the Child Care Commit
tce: Mrs. Minnie Hadley, 1729 Dodge 
Avenue, Evanston, Illinois. 
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AFRICA ... a conlinent whirh by virtue of the innumerable eXl,loil. which. through. 
out it. length ll.nd hrerldlh, colored and white, individual. as well as ASBemblies, have achietJed in 
recent yean • .• whose prowess hn.s, in the opening years oj the second Epoch 0/ the Formative A.ge 
0/ the Baha'i Dispensation, eclipsed 'he feals performed in both the southern part of the We.Jlern 
Hemuphere lind the European cORlinent, and conlerred such lustr~ on the annal. of our Faith. 

-From Shoghi Effendi's A Mysterious Dispensation oj Providence, August 20, 1955. 

Lome. French Togolo.d 
"Through the divine handiwork of God, the Baha'i 

Faith has been introduced in Lome, capital of French 
Togoland, by one beloved Baha'j friend-pioneer David 
N. TanYi in April 1954. He hailed from the British 
Cameroons, and arrived here when the country was in· 
fested with political unrest. 

"On the eve of his arrival David Tanyi met a strange 
young man in a hostel. This young man also hailed from 
East Africa; his name is Herbert Sikornbe, and a Baha'i. 
The story told by this young man was too touching that 
despite all probabilities it was impossible for the Im
migration Authorities to grant him an entry into the 
Gold Coast for higher education, as that was his desire. 
A few weeks later David Tanyi rented a home and took 
Herbert Sikombe with him, and they dwelt happily to· 
gether. They were the first two Baha'is in Lome. 

"The spread of the Cause flourished through mutual 
intercourse. The few Scripture books available were 
Emited, and upon them depended our lessons. It is in
teresting to read that in the month of JIDle, 1954, we had 
the first two newly declared members. 

'lAlthough the beginning of everything is hard, this 
was not the matter with us. The spirit of the All Wise 
was with us, and in May, 1954, there arrived here two 
American ladies, Baha'i pioneers. namely Mrs. Vivian 
Wesson .and Miss Mavis Nymon. During their sojourn 
we had interesting teachings and discussions, and en
joyed enormously their knowledge and experiences 'Of 
the Faith toward OUr progress and stability. 

After four months' residence here, their departure con
signed us to the fathoms of the deep. We indeed sighed 
over their absence, not in spirit but in the flesh, because 
we knew why they had to leave. Above all, their courage, 
devotion, and determination, and countless social activi
ties are beyond description. 

"Within this period the propagation of the Faith took 
firm roots, and before the end of September, 1954. we 
had nine adult believers, among whom four are women. 

"In February, 1955, Miss Valerie Wilson, an Auxiliary 
Board member for Africa stationed in Monrovia, Liberia, 
visited us. Her object was to visit, if possible, all the 
Baha'i groups functioning in the Gold Coast, Togoland 

First Local Spiritual Assembly 01 Lome. French TOl'oland. 1955 

(both). and the British Cameroons. She indeed made 
One of the boldest adventures ever anticipated by our 
women-f01k in West Africa. She journeyed by car alone, 
and covered over 2,000 miles by road, all in the pro
tection and guidance of the Blessed Beauty. 

"While in Lome she brought us pictures, and widened 
the paths of the knowledge of the Cause into us. Indeed, 
her presence and teachings foretold to us wonderful 
revelations. To us she is a lady with the wisdom of the 
Faith. 

"At present the Community consists of 14 adult be
lievers and 7 children, exc1uding 16 adult believers who 
have moved from the locality of the Community. Deep
ening classes are held every Wednesday evening. and 
individual teaching work is carried on by all the friends 

Ba.ha'is of Casablanca. French Mnrocco, numbering U adulis. 
2 Youth, and 10 children. Nationalities represented include 
French Moroccan, Spanish, Iranian, aDd Amerlcan~ There a.re 
two regular firesides, one deepening class, ilnd one- chil.dren's 

c1ass, as wen as indirect teacbing activity. 
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in the township. not to mention the Nineteen Day Feasts 
and Anniversaries, which are observed under all con
ditions. 

"One of the noteworthy activities of this Community 
is the love and unity it is creating among the friends, 
by disbursing its meagre fund to assist the friends in 
time of sickness and helplessness. 

"In April, 1955, the Community elected its first Local 
Spiritual Assembly, which is now functioning. 

j~One other noteworthy activity of the new friends here 
is that. through their love for the Blessed Cause, Baha'i 
groups are now in Agoue-Adjigo, in French Dahomey, 
where the Fie (King) is a Baha'i himself, and in Aflao
Batome, in the Gold Coast. 

,jAs there is always another side of the penny, the 
efforts of the friends in promulgating this beloved Faith 

, 

Baha.'is of Djibouti, French SomaUla.nd, AprU, 1955. 

have often met with the domination by fanaticism, na
tional prejudice, language problems, and politics. 

"We rely on the mighty and protecting hand of 
Bahit.'u'llah, and believe in the Divine Origin of this 
Cause; therefore no earthly barriers will bar its pro
gress." 

-LOCAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY OF LOME 

Djibouti, French Somoliland 

"Due to present difficult circumstances, we meet 
only once every 19 days. We have to be discreet and 
careful not to arOUse ill feelings. Providence has so far 
protected us. Many attempts against us have failed, thus 
adding to Our confidence and our trust in God. 

"We have not relented in our efforts to teach the 
Faith. Many have been contacted, many have been 
interested, but lack of moral strength and the fear of 
losing their present worldly positions prevented them 
from acknowledging the Truth. AU we can do is pray 
for such people. 

Firsi Loea] Spiritual Assembly of Ceuia. Spa.nJsh Morocco, 
formed bt April, 1955. Activities of this community of 11 
Bahi'is include study cla.sses, a Boys Club that teaches 
car-pentry and art. a. Ladies Sewing Ctrc1e. play classes for 

pre-school a.~e children. and a FiJ'St Aid CUnic. 

Fifteen of the eighteen believers of Rose Hill, Mauritius. In 
three months' intensive teaching a.ctivity the number of con
ta.cts Increased from 2 to 70, and 16 beUevers were enrolled. 
Tbere are deepening and administration classes each week., 

and an Open House is he]d ea.ch week end. 

"Here is a very surprising stOl'Y: There is a young 
man here, good hearted and beloved by all, and con
sidered as one of the leaders in these territories. 
More than once he came to our help and assistance. 
especially during the difficult and troubled days. We 
believe that he has been sent to us by Baha'u'llah to 
enable us to carry our services and teaching work. 
Naturally we gave him the Message, and revealed 
to him the truth about this new Manifestation. On 
the eve of his departure to l:Iijth for pilgrimage, we 
gave him one of Baha'u'Uah's tablets for his protec
tion, and told him that we shall pray for him that 
God may lead him nearer to His Truth. 

"Upon his return he came to us and said, 'Some
thing very strange happened to me in I:Iijaz. One day 
I lost my wallet. I was very sad, not because of the 
wallet, but because with it I had lost the prayer 
you gave me. I walked the streets deep in sorrow 
and thought. My eyes were attracted by something 
glittering in the sun. It was a golden ring, and on 
its stone was carved something exactly similar to the 
one you have on your ring stone. I was amazed. How 
can this happen when I was sure there were no 
Baha'is in Ij.ijaz:" (He thought so). 

"We asked him to show us the ring, and there it 
was, the Greatest Holy Name. Isn't that strange? 
Hundreds of thousands of people come to I~ijaz on 
pilgrimage and of all these people, our 1riend should 
be the man to find this ring! 

"Our friend, Mr. 'Ali Abdu'lllth, went to Addis for 
a few days. He came back full of praise for the 
Addis Community, their love and their spirituality. 
He thinks their meetings are wonderful." 

- F AHIMEH SABRI 
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LIST MATERIALS 
FOR PRESERVATION 
IN BAHA'i ARCHIVES 

For the guidance of the friends 
the National Spiritual Assembly is 
repeating the following description 
published in BAHA'! NEWS No. 2M, 
February, 1948, clarifying materials 
which should be preserved in the 
National Baha'i Archives, as distin
quished from materials to be pre· 
served by local Spiritual Assemblies. 
No other items should be sent with
out first communicating with the Na
tional Baha'i Archives Committee as 
to their acceptability. 

National Archives 

1. Tablets and relics of Baha'u'lhih 
and the Bah, whether original or 
photostatic reproductions. 

II. Tablets and relics of 'Abdu'l
Baha. The Tablets should be origi
nal, signed Tablets, Of authentic re
productions such as photostatic cop
jes. Tablets should be accompanied 
by original translation if possible. 
All original Tablets should be pre
served in the National Archives. 
Photostats of Ta blets revealed to the 
local Spiritual Assembly or to indi
vidual believers might be placed in 
the local archives. 

As regards the nature of relics, 
the Guardian has given the follow
ing explanation: 

"The general principle should be 
that any object used by Him in per
son should be preserved for poster
ity, whether in the local or National 
Archives. It is the duty and respon
sibility of the Baha'i Assemblies to 
ascertain carefully whether such ob
jects are genuine or not, and to ex
ercise the utmost caution in the mat
ter. " 

Ill. Leiters of Shoghi Effendi. 
These are of three different class
es-those written to the NSA and 
the entire American Baha'i commu
nity; those written to local Assemb
lies; and those written to individual 
believers. The NSA preserves the 
originah of the first category. Orig
inal letters to local Assembhes are 
for the most part not confidential 

and can be preserved in the Na
tional Archives. Letters to individual 
believers can be sent to the National 
Archives and photostats obtained for 
the receipt and for the local 
Archives. 

IV. National events and activities. 
Such events as 'Abdu'l-Baha's Amer
ican journey, the founding of the 
Temple, early historical records of 
the Star of the West, Baha'i Pub
lishing Committee, Green Acre, 
Geyserville, Temerity and Louhelen 
Ranch and other activities of more 
than local importance constitute an 
impressive aspect of Baha'i history 
and all original documents and rec
ords should be turned over to the 
NSA if not already done, for jts ex
amination and subsequent deposit in 
the National Archives. 

V. Individual records and papers. 
Families in possession of the papers 
belonging to early prominent work
ers in the Faith should turn them 
over to the Archives Committee to 
be preserved as part of the early 
history of the Cause. 

VI. Baha'i publications. A com
plete file of all publications, such 
as books, pamphlets and magazines, 
news letters, etc., of official Baha'i 
character, is part of the National 
Baha'i Archives. The friends are re
quested to send in copies of the very 
early, now out-of-print Baha'i books 
and pamphlets. 

Loc.1 Archives 
Local records and documents 

which should be preserved by local 
Spiritual Assemblies consist of the 
follov.'ing: the minutes and corre
spondence of the Spiritual Assembly 
which are preserved by the Assem
bly itself, and non-administrative 
material of historical interest and 
importance, such as programs, 
newspaper clippings, historical rec
ord cards, etc. It is recommended 
that each Assembly provide a bOtuld 
book in which its Archives Commit
tee can keep a record of enrollments 
of new believers and also deaths or 
removals from the community. 

All incorporated Assemblies must 
not only carefully preserve the orig
inal articles of incorporation but al
so a complete file of the minutes 
of all Assembly meetings from the 
date of incorporation. The state gov
ernment has authority to call for and 
examine the minutes at any time. 

-NA.TIONAL SPIRI'IUAL ASSEMB-LY 

fEl~UARY, 1956 

LIST OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR TEACHERS ABROAD 

American Baha'is who are e~e
mentary or high school teachers 
may be able to assist with the work 
of the World Crusade in some of 
the countries for which teachers are 
being recruited to teach dependents 
of military and civilian personnel 
stationed overseas. 

Jobs will be open in the Azores, 
France, French Morocco Iceland 
Japan, Newfoundland, Phiiippine Is~ 
lands, Spain and Tripoli. 

Application forms (Form 57) can 
be obtained at any first or second 
class u.s. Post Office. When fUled 
out, the form is to be submitted to 
Overseas Recruitment Representa
tive, Civilian Personnel OffiC€, at 
the nearest Air Force base. The sal
aries are excellent, but employes 
cannot take dependents with them. 

Any Baha'i who is accepted for a 
teaching position abroad should com
municate at once with the U.S. In
tercontinental Teaching Committee 
responsible for teaching activities in 
that part of the world. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITU.tL ASSEMBLY 

HOW TO REPORT 
BAHA'j MARRIAGES 

When a Baha'i marries, the fact 
should be reported to the National 
Spiritual Assembly, giving the date 
and exact information as to how the 
new name should be carried on the 
records, and whether the marriage 
was a legal Baha'i marriage. 

BAHA'i NEWS will list only those 
marriages that are performed by lo
cal Spiritual Assemblies legally au
thorized by state law to do so. Lo
cal Assemblies should always report 
such marriages whether or not both, 
either, or neither of the parties are 
Baha'is. The purpose in announcing 
such a marriage is to give recogni
tion to the perform ance of an im
portant administrative function and 
not as a social event. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
CAMPAIGN ADVANCES 

Since the preparation of the re
port published in January, a num~ 
ber of important activities have 
been conducted in the public rela
tions campaign undertaken on be
half of the persecuted Persian 
Baha'is. 



.... H ... ·I NEWS 

1. A United States Senator has 
written the iranian Ambassador and 
is a waiting his reply before taking 
the next step in exerting influence 
toward the removal of restrictions 
now laid upon the Baha'is of Persia. 

2, Conferences have been held in 
New York with a friendly ambas
sador to United Nations for a cer
tain government. He will, if his gov
ernment approves, raise the ques
tion of the persecutions in a United 
Nations session. 

3, The Baha'i appeal will soon be 
brought before a Sub-Commission of 
UN on Discrimination and the Pro
tection of Minorities, by Mr. Roger 
Baldwin. Chairman of the Interna
tional League for the Rights of Man, 
a UN consultative agency. Mr. Bald
win has held a press conference at 
United Nations and copies of his let
ter to the Secretary-General have 
been distributed to all UN delega
tions. The New York Heratd-Tribune 
on December 23 referred to Mr. 
Bald win's letter. 

4. Mr. Baldwin's letter and his 
press release have been shared with 
all NSAs, 

5. During the past few weeks clip
pings have come from 33 newspa
pers which have used the public re
lations counsel's iHustrated story on 
"World Shocked by Religious Perse
cution." 

6. 'The Modern Review, English 
language monthly magazine publish
ed in Calcutta, ran in August an 
illustrated article on the persecu
tions, expressing deep concern. 

7. The Baha'i Appeal pamphlet has 
been reprinted and copies can be 
obtained from the BaM.'! Publishing 
Trust for 25 cents a copy, Anything 
in this pamphlet can be quoted in 
local releases, public meetings and 
interviews. 

8. The public relations counsel is 
submitting an article on World Re
ligion Day to a news weekly and 
is issuing a release to the entire 
United States Press based upon the 
NSA statement issued as an insert 
in December BAHA'i NEWS. 

9. Our Press Service releases are 
being used in other cotultries. The 
NSA of India, Pakistan and Burma 
is particularly successful in placing 
them in the press. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

IIIITER'N)"'ONA I.. 'i ,'. i···";'; .. N~WS •. ;,;; 

Germany. Austria 

VIENNA CELEBRATES 
HAZiRA DEDICATION 

Two-day festivities marked the 
dedication of the I.Ia~iratu'l-Quds 
of Vienna, Austria, on November 26-
27, 1955, according to BahtPi Nach
richten., organ of the National Spirit
ual Assembly of Germany and Aus
tria. 

On November 26, the Day of the 
Covenant, private ceremonies were 
held. The feature of the program 
was the official delivery of the keys 
to the ~a~ira. 

The next morning a public dedi
cation service was scheduled. The 
program included readings from the 
Holy Writings, music, and addresses 
by Baha'i representatives. 

Speakers included Dr. Hermann 
Grossman, Hand of the Cause, Dr. 
Eugen Schmidt, Chairman of the 
National Spiritual Assembly, and 
Franz Pollinger, of the Vienna Lo
cal Spiritual Assembly. 

Later in the day there was an il
lustrated lecture and a social hour. 

The first floor of the l:ia~ira will, 
in the future, serve the purposes of 
the Local Spiritual Assembly of 
Vienna. The second floor will be rent
ed to the friends. 

ESCHBORN PETITION 
REFUSED BY COURT 

The second session before the Peo~ 
pIe's Court in Frankfurt, concerning 
the purchase petition by the Nation
al Spiritual Assembly of Germany 
and Austria for the House of Wor
ship site in Eschborn, was held be
ginning on October 22. 1955. 

The Baha'i Faith was represented 
at the proceedings by counsel for 
the National Spiritual Assembly, two 
members of the Assembly, and Ar
chitect Kohl. 

On November 9 the negotiations 
were concluded, and the Court again 
refused to grant the petition. The Na
tional Spiritual Assembly now feels 
itself compelled to lodge a complaint 
with the Court of Appeal. The Guard
ian has been informed of the situ
ation, and has given assurances of 
his heartfelt prayers, 

FIRST AUSTRIAN REGIONAL 
CONFERENCE HELD 

, 

The Austrlan Teaching Committee 
conducted the first Baha'i Regional 
Conference in Austria at Salzburg 
on October 29-30, 1955. 

Baha'is from Vienna, Innsbrud ... , 
Graz, and Ehrwald, Austria, and 
from Stuttgart, Gauting, and Ingel
heim, Germany, attended. 

Dr. Eugen Schmidt spoke On "Hu
manity at the Crossroads" on the 
first day, and on ;'World Peace 
Through World Order" the following 
day, 

Achievements of the Conference 
can be regarded as most encourag
ing for activating the teaching work 
in Austria, especially in the Salzburg 
area. 

News Briefs 
Baha'i Nachrichten reports the fol

lowing news items: 
An agreement for partial compen

sation for thousands of Baha'i books 
confiscated in 1937 was signed by 
(he National Spiritual Assembly of 
Germany and Austria after lengthly 
negotiations. 

The Publishing Committee will 
soon release a new edition of Paris 
TaLks of 'Abdu'l-Baha, 

A Youth Winter School was held 
at Titisee, in the Black Forest. on 
December 26 to January 2. 

British Isles 

ASSEMBLY AREA 
BOUNDARIES DEFINED 

The Guardian told the British 
Baha'is in July that the time had 
now come f'Or the area of jurisdic
tion of each Assembly to be limited 
to the civic bOWldaries of its town. 
Unfortunately much of the residen
tial part of most British towns lies 
outside the civic limits, liO that the 
not-too-strong British Baha'i C-om
munities have been drastically re
duced in numbers. One has only a 
single believer left and two others 
have changed their names because 
there were more Baha'is in some 
residential suburb than in the town 
itself. 

Twenty-two Assemblies are still 
recognized by the National Assem
bly, but there win be great difficulty 
in maintaining all these at Riq.vim t 

1956. The National Assembly has set 
the goal of maintaining 24 assem· 
blies and establishing 6 new ones by 
Ri<jvan, 1957. 
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Canad .. 

New Territories Committee 

The BuLletin of the Canadian New 
Territories Committee reports the 
difficulties faced by the pioneer on 
St. Pierre in introducing the Faith: 

"Certain habits of thought and eti~ 
quette here make it very difficult 
to broach a topic that would lead 
to the Faith. One is that the ques
tion form is not used. In a sking of 
the simplest thing, the affirmative 
is used. It is considered impolite to 
ask any sort of a question about the 
speaker or about personal effects. 

"Another peculiarity is of speak~ 
fig in a factual or narrative way, 
drawing no conclusions, making no 
abstractions, suppositions, or con
jectures, advancing no new ideas, 
theories or projects. but stating self· 
evident facts or recotmting events. 

"It is only by an overflow of love .. 
of goodwill and small kindnesses 
that a way to the hearts of the St. 
Pierrais can be won. Truly it is not 
hard to love them, and they in turn 
have overwhelmed me with kindness 
and attentions. You have no idea 
what spiritual blessings have come 
to me since I have arrived here." 

Group attending the Italo-Swiss Summer 

School at the Hotel des Salines. Dex ]es 

Bains, in the beautlful Vaud Valley or 

SwitzerJand. The courses were given 

in French. Germa.n, Ita-Han, Persian, and 

English. At the left is a group or the 

youth who attended. 

BAHA'iS FILL POSTS 
AMONG INDIANS 

The American Indian Service 
Committee has annoWlced that three 
Baha'is have filled pioneer posts 
among the American Indians. 

Miss Mary Elizabeth Hill, a pub
lic health nurse, has moved to Po
catello, Idaho, where she has the 
opportunity of serving the Bannock 
and Shoshone Indians on the nearby 
Fort Hall Reservation. 

Dr. Fazly Melany, has transferred 
to Crow Agency, Mont., as a medical 
officer for the Indian Service_ 

Miss Loretta Haynes has 
to the Jicaril1a Indian 
(Apache) at Dulce, N. Mex. 

moved 
School 

There is a great need jor doctors, 
dentists, and veterinarians in Thurs
ton County, Nebr. Macy, which was 
our first American Indian Assembly~ 
and no longer holds assembly status, 
is located in Thurston County. 

FEBRUARY, 1956 

BAHA'i IN THE NEWS 

The South Africa Jewish Times for 
August 12, 1955, contains a page 
article, entitled "Another Religion 
Calls Israel Home," devoted to an 
exposition of the Faith, with special 
reference to the Shrines and Gar
dens in the Holy Land. This article 
was written by Carl Alpert_ It is 
illustrated with a photograph of a 
Garden scene. 

The New Trumpeter lor Novem
ber, 1955, devoted to Arts, Crafts 
and Fashions, prints an interview 
with Loava Carter, Baha'i business 
woman in Carmel, which presents a 
brief statement on the Teachings. 

New International Year Book, 
Funk & Wagnalls, New York, has 
for a number of years included a 
summary of current Baha'i events. 
The summary has recently been re
vised for the 1956 edition_ 

These Times, published by the 
Seventh Day Adventists, publishes a 
reference to a resolution passed in 
dedicating Japan's International 
Peace House urging the formation 
of a Federation of World Religions_ 
Representation by Baha'i delegates 
was noted. Howevel', the editorial 
states that students of the World of 
God Hwill not swerve from their 
Heaven-born contention that only the 
return of Christ can establish tran~ 
quillity_" 

The SeLective Eye, Random House, 
New York, a selection of articles 
from a French Art Review, presents 
an article on Mark Tobey which re
fers to the Faith. 

"In a profound individual revulsion 
against those aspects of Western 
Christian Civilization, Tobey turned 
toward a modern Persian philoso
ply, Baha'i, then in the process of 
establishing itself in the New World 
-a world long weakened by the mul
tiple factionalism of the Protestant 
Faith_ Baha'i is a religion whose 
mystic generosity acclaims the 
peaceful oneness of all mankind, a 
mysticism taken from antique East
ern faiths stressing the sacred unity 
of men and all of nature in earthly 
harmony." 

E bony for November carried an 
article about Mrs_ Carrie Turner, a 
Cleveland Baha'i, with a picture of 
the Temple showing Mrs. Turner and 
her seeing eye dog_ 



IAHA'I NEWS 

YOUTH ANNOUNCE 
COLLEGE BUREAU 

A College Bureau, designed to as
sist Baha'i Youth in the rapidly de
veloping college teaching program, 
has been formed by the National 
Baha'i Youth Committee. 

FWlctions of the College Bureau 
will include the preparation of a list
ing of all college Baha'i Youth in 
the United States, the editing of 
news for the "College Column" in 
the BaM', Youth BuUetin, the shar
ing with Youth of college teaching 
methods and ideas, and assistance 
in organizing Baha'i groups on 
campus. 

Members of the College Bureau 
are Al Kalantar, Ken Kalantar, Hor
moz Sabet, and Ellen Weintrob. 

COLLEGE ACTIVITIES 
Two Baha'is at Indiana University 

in Bloomington, Ind. prevailed on 
Kappa Alpha Sigma fraternity to 
sponsor a Baha'i speaker at their 
semester Convocation. Letters were 
sent to campus groups, posters dis
played, and personal invitations were 
extended. The meeting attracted 
about 70 non-Baha'is, and a lively 
discussion followed the talk. 

GEYSERVILLE BAHA'I SCHOOL 
LISTS SESSIONS, THEME 

The Geyserville Baha'i School 1956 
session will be held July 8 to Aug
ust 12, 1956, inclusive. The annual 
Unity Feast is scheduled for Sun
day, July 15. The courses and general 
activities of the school this year will 
revolve about the theme: "Meeting 
the Challenge of the Baha'i Way 
of Life." 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
World Youth Day Theme 

"Guiding Purpose for Life Today" 
has been selected as the theme for 
Baha'i World Youth Day, March 25, 
1956. It is hoped that many com
munities will present a public pro
gram in observance of this Day, 
whose objective is "To publicize the 
Baha'i program for uniting the youth 
of all Faiths in promoting lasting 
world peace." 

New York Interracial Meeting 
The fifth in a series of programs 

on the "Elimination of Prejudice," 
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MONTHLY REPORT ON WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 
Third Year National Baha'I Fund 1955 . 1956 

A. of January 15, 1956 

Where we should be 
$391,000.00 

Total Budget for Entire Year 

Where we are 
$265,000.00 

(Average Monthly Requirements 
. $550,000.00 

.. $46,000.00] 
Monthly receipts to date: 

May 1-15 
May 15· June 15 
June 15 - July 15 
July 15.Aug. 15 
Aug. 15· Sept. 15 

$15,500.00 
$22,500.00 

.... $23,500.00 
· . $19,500.00 

Sept. 15· Oct. 15 
Oct. IS-Nov. 15 
Nov. IS-Dec. 15 
Dec. 15 - Jan. 15 

· . $37,000.00 
. $39,500.00 

. . . . . $40,000.00 
$27,000.00 

· . $40,500.00 

Total 
Accumulate deficit as of Jan. 15, 1956 

sponsored by the Baha'Is of New 
York City was held at the Parkside 
Hotel on 'December 11. Rev. David 
N. Licorish, Associate Minister of the 
Abyssinian Baptist Church, largest 
Protestant Church in the world, 
spoke on "Color and World Outlook." 

Rev. Licorish cited the Baha'i 
Faith as a living example of true 
brotherhood, and invited a Baha .. 'i 
group to attend a fellowship meeting 
at the Abyssinian Church in January. 

Two members of the Waterloo, 
Iowa, community were recently in
vited to explain the principles of the 
Faith to the "Fireside Club/' a social 
organization for married couples. 

$265,000.00 
. . . . . . . $126,000.00 

-·NA.TIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

AREA NEWS BUllETINS 

The Area BuUetin for the Central 
Atlantic States reports their second 
Area Conference at Baltimore, Md., 
on January 14. The theme of the 
meeting was "Spiritual Living." 

Covington, Ky. (goal city) has 
been settled by a pioneer, it has 
been annotulced by the Bulletin for 
the Tennessee Valley States. It also 
reports that the Birmingham, Ala. 
Baha'is have moved into larger quar· 
ters in the Lyric Building. Members 
of this Area Teaching Committee 
have recently visited Memphis. and 
Chattanooga (goal city), Tenn., and 
Jackson, Miss. 
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PRESS SERVICE REPORTS 
STATE CONVENTION PUBLICITY 

Newspaper clippings received by 
the Baha'i Press Service showing 
publicity of delegate attendance at 
the State Conventions on December 
4, 1955 totals 77 newspapers in 60 
cities, representing 26 states, Alaska 
and Hawaii. 

'The World Order of Bah"'u'lhih. By 
Shoghi Effendi. (New edition with 
new preface by Horace Holley). The 
seven communications from the 
Guardian which define the relation 
of the Faith to the process of social 
evolution in this new age. This basic 
Baha'i text should be deeply studied 
by all who would understand the 
development and the relationship of 
the rising institutions of the Faith 
of Baha'u'lHlh to the chaotic social 
conditions of our times. (See National 
Assembly article on page 5 of this 
issue). Two Study Guides are avail
able for individual or group study, 
listed on page 32 of catalog. Bound 
in rust-red cloth. 
Per copy ...................... $2.75 

Back in Stock 
The Divine Art of Living, temporar
ily out of stock, is now available 
at the former price of $1.50. 

Avai!ab!e fTom 
BAHA'i PUBLISRING TRUST 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 

FEASTS 

February 7-Mulk (Dominion) 
March 2-'Ala' (Loftiness) 

WORLD BROTHERHOOD WEEK 

February 19·25-To proclaim the 
oneness of mankind. 
INTERCALARY DAYS 

Ayyam-i-Ha, February 26 to 
March 1. 
DAYS OF FASTING 

March 2·21 
NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 

ASSEMBLY MEETING 

February 10. 11, 12 
March 23, 24. 25 

"Glory be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verity~ this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gathered under 
'he shadow 0/ Thy mercy and they 
aTe united through Thy favor and 
generosity. 0 Lord! Assist them in 
,his Thy wOT!d and Thy Kingdom 
and destine for them every good 
through Thy bOtLnty and grace . .. " 

-BARA'U'u..AH 

Saint Paul, Minnesota: Miss Evelyn Kad
rie to Mr. LeMon Duncan on October 
10, 1955. 

Sacramento, California: Miss Joyce 
Evanne Chindahl to Mr. Jim Ernest 
Reinhardt on December 9, 1955. 

BAHA'I DIRECTORY CHANGES 

fEBRUARY, 1956 

BAHA'l HOUSE OF WORSHIP 
Visiting hours 

Weekdays and Saturdays: 
1:00-4:00 P.M. 
(the Auditorium will be open) 

Sundays: 10:30 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 
(the entire building will be open) 

Service of Worship: Sunday at 3 :30 
P.M., lasting until 4:15. 

UDeath pTotfereth unto every Con
fident believeT the cup that i3 Ii/_ 
indeed. It bestoweth joy, and i. the 
beaTer Of gladness. It confeTreth the 
gift 01 everlasting tile. II 

-BARA'U'LLAH 

Mrs. Ammet'u'Uah Oglesby 
Boston, Massachusetts 
October, 1955 

Dr. Mary F. Fletcher 
Lancaster. Massachusetts 
November, 1955 

Mrs. Maud Allen 
Burlingame, California 
December, 1955 

Mrs. Geraldine Falkey 
San Francisco, California 
December 5, 1955 

Mrs. Jessie Walston 
Chicago, Illinois 
December 6, 1955 

Mr. Harry Dubin 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
December 6, 1955 

Miss Leonora Havey 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
December 15. 1955 

Mr. Orville Tibbetts 
Sterling, Massachusetts 
December 22, 1955 

NATIONAL COMMITTEES 

Convention Arrangements (addition) 

Mrs. Priscilla Hassan 

ASSEMI3L Y SECRETARIES 

California, (South) 

*Davison Baha'i School Program (addition) 

Miss Violet Wuerfel 

• As of January I, 1956 the name of Louhelen Baha'i School was 
changed to "Davison Baha'i SChool." 

Glendale: Mrs. Garnette Whitefield, 121 E. Garfield, zone 5 

Minnesota 
Saint Paul: Mrs. Dahela Hick, 1597 Bayard Avenue 

New Hampshire 
Portsmouth: Mrs, Flora Mason, Secy. pro tern, 33 Kent street 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly ot the Baha'is 01 the United States as a news organ reporUnl 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 

Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 01 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is dUe in Wilmette on the first day of the month 
preceding the date of issue lor which it is intended. 

BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually apPOinted Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1955-56: Mrs. Eunice Braun. 
Miss Charlotte Linfoot. Richard Thomas. 
Editorial Oft! .. : 110 Unden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Cbanp 01 address thould be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, illinois, U.S.A 
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GUARDIAN URGES "GREATER CONSECRATION 
TO PRESSING TASKS" 

Cab Ie from the Guardian 

"Deplore situation home front. Praying ardently rededication entire com
munity (for) greater consecration (to) pressing tasks. Approve all sug
gestions (in) recent letter. Urge redouble efforts, supplicate unprecedented 
blessings. " 

-SROOm 
February 2, 1956 

COMMENTARY, NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Dear Friends: 
The National Spiritual Assembly has opened its heart to the Guardian 

in prayerful need for his blessings and guidance. The home front in genera] 
needs revivification with the spirit of enthusiasm and determined effort. 

The Guardian's response offers us contact with his creative spirit and wilL 
His approval of the suggestions made by the NSA for dealing with the prob
lem gives us a spiritual starting point. The suggestions involved a new 
approach to the Baha'i community by stressing our blessings and achieve
ments to arouse a sense of spiritual happiness and accomplishment. The 
letter entitled "Your Blessings as a Baha'i", initiated this new approach. 

A broadside is in preparation which will carry illustrations of the l:la+lras 
already acquired with brief text pointing out the importance of the 
achievement made in this world-wide task. The NSA is dealing with many 
local situations where the light of faith is darkened by personality problems. 
lt longs to see the friends generate unity, in which vigorous group and com
munity teaching plans can be carried out. The Faith potentially has every 
aspect of power and attraction. but we have to release it for others by show
ing its effects upon ourselves. 

Extensive correspondence is also being carried on concerning "inactive" 
believers, to determine whether they can be reactivated or have actually 
withdrawn from the Faith. 

The work of the Hands of the Cause and members of the Auxiliary Board 
this year is directed toward consolidation of groups for formation of Assem
blies and reinvigorating the weaker communities to prevent loss of Assembly 
status. A great number of visits have been made in various sections of the 
home front. 

A constructive suggestion for the friends: Attend every Nineteen Day 
Feast; read attentively each successive issue of BAHA'i NEWS. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

"Devoted, :Jealou.s servant ( of) Faith" 

The Guardian sent the following cable on January 26, on being informed by 
the National Spiritual Assembly of the passing of Homer Dyer: 

"Praying (for) progress (of) soul (of) devoted, zealous servant (of) Faith" 
-SROOm 
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Praised be Thou, 0 my God, that 
Thou hast ordained Naw-Rtiz as a 
festival unto those who have ob
served the fast for love of Thee and 
abstained from aU that is abhorrent 
unto Thee. 

-Baha 'u 'Ilah, Prayers 
and Meditations, XLVI 

o ye children of the Kingdom! 

It is New Year~ that is to say, 
the rounding of the cycle of the year. 
A year is the expression of a cycle 
of the SlU1; but now is the beginning 
of a cycle of Reality, a New Cycle, 
a New Age, a New Century, a New 
Time. and a New Year. 

I wish this blessing to appear and 
become manifest in the faces and 
characteristics of the believers, so 
that they, too, may become a new 
people, and having fOWld new life 
and been baptized with fire and 
spirit, may make the world a new 
world ... 

I desire for you that you will have 
this great assistance and partake of 
this great bounty, and that in spirit 
and heart you will strive and en
deavor until the world of war be
come the world of peace; the world 
of darkness the world of light; sa
tanic conduct be turned into heav
enly behavior; the ruined places be
come built up; the sword be turned 
into the olive branch; the flash of 
hatred become the love of God, and 
the noise of the gun the voice of the 
kingdom; the soldiers of death the 
soldiers of life; all the nations of 
the world one nation; all races as 
one race; and- all national anthems 
harmonized into one melody. 

-Tablets of Abdu'l-Bahci, 
Volume I. 
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AMERICAN HANDS OF THE CAUSE 

REPORT ON AUXILIARY BOARD MISSIONS 

This report summarizes the sched~ 
ules carried out by the nine mem
bers of the Auxiliary Board this 
Baha'i Year in Canada, United 
States, Central America and South 
America. The purpose. of these lo
cal visits is to assist the administra~ 
tive institutions in their prosecution 
of plans for the World Crusade, em
phasizing in their talks the basic 
Baha'i teachings which are the spirit 
of life, and the importance of serv
ice to the Ten Year Plan. 

Since the institution of the Hands 
and the Auxiliary Boards is con
nected directly with the Guardian
ship, it does not enter into admin
istrative problems, but the Hands 
and Board members report such 
problems, when encountered, to the 
proper administrative body. Thus 
this institution can generate enthu
siasm and strive to augment spiritual 
understanding without assuming re
sponsibility for decision and action 
in the administrative field or expres· 
sing any judgment in the realm of 
personal relations, 

This year the general aim has 
been (1) to visit small communities 
which might lose their Assembly 
status, (2) to visit larger groups to 
help them attain Assembly status, 
(3) to attend conferences and some 

larger communities where meetings 
can attract Baha'is from the whole 
vicinity, and (4) to seek tc contrib
ute to the strength of those areas 
where national Assemblies are to be 
established. 

In order to strengthen the contact 
of the local friends with the insti· 
tution of the Hands. the Board mem
bers have been given a letter of 
greeting from the American Hands 
of the Cause to read at each gath
ering attended exclusively by 
Baha'is, 

The record for the current year 
is impressive, 

Esteban Canales: Intensive pro~ 
tracted stays for concentrated work 
in Mexico and Panama, with visits 
to Costa Rica. 

WiHiam deForge: Conferences at 
Green Acre Institute, Louhelen 
School, Staunton, Va" Falmouth, 
Mass., Bridgeport, Conn,; visits to 
New Orleans, La., Snyder, Amherst, 
and Geneva, N.Y., Baha'i centers 
throughout Central America, capital 
and many large cities throughout 
South America. 

Rowland Estall: Sherbrook, Que
bec; lectures in a church, Derby 
Line, Vt.; Regional Conference, In
gersoll, Ont,; Oshawa , St. Catherine, 

Part of the facade of the IntematJonal Archives Building Jaid on the gfou.n.d to test 
jOints for accuracy. Taken at tbe workshop in Chiampo, Italy. prior to shipment. 

Burlington, Forest, 
Oxford Township, 
Trenton, Kingston, 
view, Ontario, 
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Ingersoll 
Bellsville 
Ottawa, 

and 
and 

East-

Mrs. F]orence Mayberry: Pocatel
lo, Idaho; Laramie, Cheyenne, Cas
per, Wyo.; Denver, Jefferson Co., 
Colorado Springs, Pueblo, Colo.: 
Sparks, Reno, Nevada: Fresno, Ba
kersfield, Calif.; Fairbanks, An
chorage, Anchorage Recording Dis
trict, Seward, Sitka, Juneau, Ketchi
kan, Alaska; Queen Charlotte Island; 
Karnloops, New Westminster, Van· 
couver, eight televi~ion broadcasts: 
conferences at Temerity School and 
Geyserville School, Seattle, Anchor· 
age and Kamloops. 

Mrs. Margery McCormick: After 
guiding at the Temple during the 
summer, Halifax. Nova Scotia; 
Charlottetown, P .E. 1.; Moncton, St. 
John , New Brunswick; Portland, 
Me.; Ipswich, Cambridge, Newton, 
Boston, Mar s h fie I d, Falmouth, 
Mass.; Brattleboro, Vt.; Hartford, 
Bridgeport, Conn.; Providence, R. I. 
One radio broadcast. 

Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin: Con
ference at Green Acre; Tegucigalpa~ 
San Pedro Sula, Honduras; San Sal~ 
vador, Santa Ana, El Salvador; 
Guatemala City, Quiche, Chichicas· 
tenango, Guatemala; Mexico City, 
Cuernavaco, Pueblo, Monterrey. 
Mexico; Fort Worth, Texas. 

Dr. Sarah Martin Pereira: Week· 
end visits to cities in West Virginia, 
Virginia; Louisville, Ky. 

Mrs. Gayle Woolson: La Paz, Co
chabama, Ucarena, Quillacallo, 
Sacaba, Gruro, Bolivia; Nequipa. 
Lima, Callaro, Huancayo, Peru; 
Guayaquil, Danli, Quito, Ecuador; 
six radio broadcasts. 

Mrs. Margot Worley: Repeated 
visits to Nitheroi, Sao Vicente, San· 
tos, Porte-Alyre, Brazil; Montevideo, 
SaIto, Uruguay; Asuncion, Para
guay. 

Numerous letters from Assemblies 
and groups have expressed grate. 
iul appreciation of the work of the 
members of the Auxiliary Board. 

MRs. CORINNE TRUE 
PAUL E. HANEY 

HORACE HoUoEY 
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HISTORIC "BAHA'i WORLD" 
NOW IN PRODUCTION 

The Baha'i Wortd, Volume XII, 
is now in production and the present 
schedule calls for completion in 
June, 1956. Based on estimates of 
the final cost, the price of this his
toric volume will be $15.00 per copy. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
regrets that earlier delivery cannot 
be assured, The large number of spe
cial and supplementary items to be 
included has created certain produc
tion problems which are now re
solved so that publication can go 
forward without further delay. 

This volume will contain many 
items which the believers will 
greatly treasure. The Guardian has 
personally prepared certain map 5 I 

and there are also photographs of 
the Hands of the Cause, the Inter
continental Conferences, and other 
valuable materials of all of the his
toric events of the period 1950-1954, 
including the various Centenary ob
servances and the launching of the 
World Crusade. 

The National Assembly is greatly 
pleased with the number of advance 
orders for this volume already Iew 

ceived by the Bah .. ' i Publishing 
Trust. The accompanying deposits 
have been helpful in meeting the 
initial expenses of production. Since 
this will be a limited edition, the 
National Assembly hopes that the 
friends who wish to be assured of 
receiving their copies will continue 
to send in their orders and deposits 
and thus be guaranteed delivery as 
soon as the book is off the press. 

-NATIONAL SPIRInJAL ASSEMBLY 

NSA APPEALS FOR 
RADIO MATERIAL 

Because of the increasing number 
of requests for Baha'i material for 
radio programs, the National Spirw 

itual Assembly appeals to local as
semblies, groups and individuals to 
send in copies of materials that have 
been produced for and used success
fully in local radio programs. 

The materials received will be 
studied with a view to their wider 
use throughout the United States. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 
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~lhen we survey the tasks accomplished sinee the initiation of the 

Guardianship we cannot but he deeply impre8sed. 

First, the transformation of all Baha'i community relationships which 

was worked out here in America in conformity with the Guardian's exp{Nd .. 

lion of the administrative order revealed by 'Abdu'I-Baha. Power, in

fluence and direction were transferred from individuals to institutions, 

and one by one the Convention, the NSA, the local Assemhly and the Com

mittee functions were clarified and applied. In ODe generation a new 

order of civilization was wrought out of our imperieel human natures as 

we responded to the Guardian's suceessive lnessages in those days. 

A transformation within society which historically might require 

hundreds of year. was effeded in less than twenty years by the loyalty and 

effort of the friends. We Jh-e today in a new and different Baha'i com

munity than existed in 1921 when the beloved Master passed away_ 

Second, we behold today a completed, dedicated, and functioning 

House of Worship erected with its land..,aping at a cost of some 

$2,700,000 - a notable achievement indeed. 

Then, in suttessive Teaching Plans the helievers estahlished the Baha'i 

communities of Central and South America and of the ten countries of 

Western Europe, while Assemblies were established in every State and 

Canadian province. Four National Assemblies were elected: Canada, 

Central America, South America, Italy and Switzerland. 

Now, during the yean of the World Crusade we recount the pioneer 

missions in Africa, Asia, Europe and the ~r estern Hemisphere, the 

Haziras purchased, the endowments acquired, and ne.,..,' local Assemblies 

formed. As this is written, delegates have heen elected for a Convention 

to form an NSA in South West Africa. 

Truly, this is a prodigious achie,'ement and one for which we should 

be profoundly grateful - and a ..,ries of tasks the performance of which 

measures our collective capacity for greater tasks to come. 

Is it not true that every Baha'i lives in the spirit of Divine Victory - a 

privilege ""Thich nothing on earth can equal; we, a small n~mher, not in 

any way eminent hy the Btamlards of men, qualified by faith alone to 

undertake measur"" which reverse the swift descent of the old world 

to chaos and lay the basis of the future before stalesmen and masses 

glimpse what that future i. to be! 

May we not, in prayerful contemplation of our own community history, 

resolve 10 stand ever closer to that Dh'ine Victory and respond ever more 

faithfully to its claim upon each Baha~i sou) for its full measure of 

~erdce. 
_1\".4.TlONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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Archiirave, frieze, and one of the two 

corbels of the main entrance door of the 

IntemationaJ A.rchives Building. Balfa. 

OBSERVANCE OF NAW-RUZ, 

FEAST CLARIFIED 

In response to requests for clari
fication about the observance of 
Naw-Rilz and the 19-Day Feast, both 
of which fall on March 21, attention 
is called to the following answer 
from the Guardian through his sec
retary, dated July 5, 1950, and pub
lished in BAHA'i NEWS No. 236, Oc
tober 1950: 

"The Naw-Rilz Feast should be 
held on March 21 before sunset and 
has nothing to do with the 19-Day 
Feast. The 19--Day Feast is admin
istrative in function whereas the 
Naw-RtlZ is our New Year, a Feast 
of hospitality and rejoicing, " 

-NATIONAL SPmITUAL ASSEMBLY 

EMPLOYMENT OFFERED 
IN NORTH AFRICA 

The United States Africa Teaching 
Committee reports the following an
nOW1cement, of interest to prospec
tive pioneers: 

"There is a possibility of positions 
becoming available in North Africa 
for engineers, surveyors, and me~ 
chanics. 

"If interested, you may complete 
a U.S. Government application form 
(Form 57), obtainable at any Post 
Office, and send it to the Mrica 
Teaching Committee, Mrs. Sylvia 
Parmelee, Secretary, 4700 47th St., 
N.W., Washington, D.C. for forward
ing to the appropriate agency." 

Australia, Hew Zealand 

TEACHING TOURS, 
CONFERENCES REPORTED 

The Baha'i Bulletin, published by 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Australia and New Zealand, gives 
the following information on activi~ 
ties: 

S. W. Bolton, Vice-Chairman of the 
National Spiritual Assembly, toured 
both islands of New Zealand last 
Fall. In the north island he traveled 
over 1900 miles by car with Hugh 
Blundell, from Whangarei to Welling
ton. Driving by day, Mr. Bolton lec
tured and showed slides by night. 
Thirty two meetings were held, with 
an over-all attendance of 700 people. 

In the south island Mr. Bolton trav
elled approximately the same dis
tance by plane, train, and bus. 

A Regional Teaching' Conference 
has been held at New Plymouth, 
New Zealand, with the discussion 
centering on teaching methods. Ra
dio broadcasting, window displays, 
social welfare work, and the inter
change of members from other cen
ters were considered. 

A similar Regional Conference has 
also been held at Sydney, New South 
Wales, with a discussion of World 
Crusade goals, publicity, and de
veloping new contacts. 

An open air rally observing United 
Nations Day was held at Newcastle 
Beach. Four religions, including the 
Baha'i Faith, took part in the pro
ceedings. 
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Canada 

LmER REPORTS 
TRIP THROUGH AFRICA 

"Three Thousand :Miles Through 
Southern Africa,t' a letter from Em
eric Sala, appeared in the January 
issue of the Quebec Regional Teach
ing Committee BuHeti-n. The follow
ing excerpts are reprinted here: 

"We spent November travelling 
from Natal, through the Cape Prov
ince to Basutoland, Transvaal, Swa
ziland, Zululand (to Port Elizabeth) 
.. drifting on the waves of faith. 

"The African, of CQurse j is chang
ing through contact with the White 
man. But it takes many generations. 
The difference is between the short 
and the long view. Those who do not 
see the Baha'i view do not see it 
because they do not see far enough 
into the future. We Baha'is make the 
same mistake. 'When we see the 
shortcomings of our own groups we 
are apt to be disheartened. But that 
is only becaus e we see the short 
view. (Those who see only the long 
view are just as useless, since 
they become visionary, impractical 
dreamers. Moderation in all things.) 

UWe cannot and should not judge 
the African by our own standards. 
We should not try to make them in 
our image. The keynote to their 
heart is patience, which is more than 
love. I find it much easier to love 
them than to be patient with them. 
Patience also means that we have 
to forgive their faults constantly, for 
most of those faults are faults only 
in our eyes. 

"Kindness towards the African 
without firmness is almost useless. 
They were conditioned to exert them~ 
selves only because of fear from au
thority, that is, coercion from with
out. They also knew fear from 
within, fear from evil spirits, but 
this usually told them what not to 
do. To strive from within, by their 
own volition, is a new experience." 

BAHA'i INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 
ANNOUNCES NEW ADDRESS 

All correspondents are requested 
to take note of the new address of 
the Baha'i International Bureau, Ann 
Lynch, Secretary, 29, Route de Ma
lagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. 



'AHA'I NEWS 

Cent .... ' America 

PIONEERS NEEDED 
FOR CRUSADE GOALS 

The greatest obstacle to fulfilling 
the World Crusade goals in Central 
America is the lack of workers, the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Cen
tral America reports. 

Pioneers are urgently needed, both 
to help strengthen existing weak as
semblies, and to settle in new areas. 

There are openings for school 
teachers, stenographers, secretaries, 
office workers, technicians, radio ex
perts, and many others. For business 
men, there are numerous possibili
ties for starting new businesses. For 
anyone with faith in Baha'u'IIa.h, 
there is always something. 

Contact the Western Hemisphere 
Teaching Committee for further de
tails. 

Many Goal, Won 

"All efforts have been concen
trated on winning the goals allotted 
to this area by the Beloved Guardian 
for this year of the World Crusade," 
the Central American Assembly 
states. 

Six national 1:ia?-iras have been ac
quired, out of a total of ten to be 
purchased: San Jose, Costa Rica; 
City of Panama; Tegucigalpa, Hon
duras; San El Salvador; Guatemala 
City, Guatemala; and Ciudad Tru
jillo, Dominican Republic. J:j:a~iras in 
Mexico, Cuba, Haiti, and Nicaragua 
are still to be purchased. 

Of ten National Endowments, three 
have been acquired, in Panama, El 
Salvador, and Honduras. 

The local assemblies of all the cap
ital cities have obtained incorpora
tion except Mexico City and Port
au-Prince, Haiti. Steps have also 
been taken to incorporate the local 
assemblies in the secondary cities of 
Limon and Escasu, Costa Rica. 

l\1Iuch has been accomplished in 
the teaching field. At least 10 new 
cities have been opened to the Faith. 
and plans are made for the opening 
of five more, 

Native pioneers have settled in 
David, Panama, and Puntarenas and 
Heredia, Costa Rica. Efforts are be
ing made to move more pioneers. 

A series of brief but intensive 
schools have been held .in several 
countries, conducted by the National 
Teaching Committee, and aided by 
Katherine McLaughlin, member of 
the Auxiliary Board. 

WilHam de Forge, member of the 
Auxiliary Board, made a very suc
cessful teaching trip through Cen
tral America, in which local assem
blies, local teaching committees, and 
the National Teaching Committee 
efficiently collaborated, contributing 
one more historic step in the march 
of the Faith. 

WORLD RELIGION DAY 
OBSERVED WIDELY 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
of India, Pakistan and Burma reports 
that World Religion Day was ob
served with public meetings in the 
three countries under its jurisdic
tion, with material supplied by the 
American National Spiritual Assem
bly. 

Tbree of the 276 antefjxes that wi]] crown the entablature of the International Ar
chives Building. 

Haziratu~I·Quds of Santiago, Chile, a.t 
Calle Luis BorlroDo 44, aequired August 

19, 1955. 

Germany, Austria 

PROGRESS REPORTED 
BY EUROPEAN BOARD 

An interim report from the Eu
ropean Hands of the Cause and their 
Auxiliary Board, and the National 
Spiritual Assemblies concerned in 
European work, lists developments 
in Germany and Austria since last 
summer. Excerpts from this report 
giving news not yet reported in 
BAHA'i NEWS follow: 

The four goal cities of Austria, 
Salzburg, Irmsbruck, Graz, and Linz, 
are now settled, but need more pio
neers to assist in the teaching work. 

Pioneers in the Frisian Isles report 
the circle of interested people is 
steadily widening. Wyck/Fohr has 
again been settled by a pioneer. The 
former pioneer there had to leave 
because of iII health. 

In Greece, there are now five adult 
believers in Athens~ and at Herak
]ion a second native has declared 
himself. 

The Heidelberg Spiritual Assem
bly ha s been incorpor a ted, and other 
assemblies have been urged to take 
the necessary steps for incorpora
tion. 

Preparations to further the goal of 
the establishment of a European 
Baha'i Publishing Trust have been 
made. 
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"The Guardian feels that Asia and the South Pacific area are now 
ripe for a rapid development of the Faith. He feels that if we prop
erly teach the Cause of God, there will be victories as wonderful 
as those achieved in Africa." 

IDrell 
A newly enrolled Baha'i in Kwangju, Korea, Oh Jai 

Dong, has given an excellent report of another history
making event in that goal country. 

Here at the seat of Chon-nam National University there 
were gathered in the home of William H. Maxwell. 
American Baha'i pioneer, twice the anticipated number 
of Baha'is and students of the Faith for the first Baha'i 
Winter School in this part of the world. The nine new 
Baha'is enrolled shortly before the school, following a 
ten-lesson course of preparation, assisted enthusi
astically with the countless details and assumed most of 
the responsibility for translation for the morning devo
tional periods, as well as the classes. 

The official registration at the school was 36, but many 
others came for one or more sessions. The majority 
were college students, but a good percentage were col
lege professors, and a few were high school students. 

David Earl came over from Yamaguchi, Japan, to 
serve as the "visiting teacher." He was kept busy day 
and night, not only with lecturing at the school, but also 
with individual and group discussions, and meetings with 
college groups and professors. To many of the students, 
the school was more or less a "post-graduate" course, 
for they had already been well taught the essential veri· 
ties of the Faith. and the school provided opportunity for 
deepening as well as for meeting the Baha'is who were 
able to come from other parts of Korea. 

A very stirring incident during the school was the 
presence one day of a Korean gentleman who had met 
'Abdu'I·Baha in the Holy Land. His account of his im-

Some of the students attending the Baba-'i Winter SChool at 
Kwangju., Korea. Da.vid Earl, visiting from .Japan, eenler, aDd 

Capt. Kim Won Be, to his left. 

Letter to the ASia Teaching Committee from Leroy loas., 
Secretary General, Inlernational Baha', Council, July 2, 1955. 

pression of j'that Holy Man" was very moving and 
touched the hearts of all the new believers deeply. He 
paid tribute to the aims of the Faith and the contribution 
it could make to a spiritual renaissance in the orient. 

As is the case throughout all the orient. the need for 
Baha'i literature is very great in Korea. Selected Writ
ings of 'Abdu'l-Bah<i, already translated by Capt. Kim 
Won Be, is being reviewed by a committee of the new 
Baha'is in Kwangju in preparation for publication. A 
number of prayers have been translated and mimeo
graphed for distribution. 

Gilberts 
(The amazing developments in these islands can best 

be told in the words of lIfrs. Elena Fernie, with excerpts 
from a letteT she wrote on Abaiang Island last summer.J 

"We have had a wonderful Gilbertese Baha'i (Peter) 
for over a year. He has been with us through thick and 
thin, but so many false accusations were made against 
him and so much pressure was brought to bear on the 
Island Council through the missionaries, that an in
vestigation, which was a farce from beginning to end, 
resulted in his banishment from the island on 24 hours 
notice. 

"It was because of this that the first tremendous event 
took place. Peter bore his persecution with such fortitude 
and returned so much good for evil t that over half the 
village threw off (their) Faith, and came en masse to 
our house one morning at 3 :00- a.m., asking for teaching 
in the Baha'i' Faith. 

"The next day about 90 people appeared, and since it 
was Peter's last day on Abaiang, he taught his people 
the Baha'i Faith directly for the first time. That was a 
day full of tremendous emotion. Peter was so happy to 
achieve his heart's desire - freedom to teach his beloved 
Faith. The people were already pledging themselves to 
be loyal to their new religion, and listened raptly to 
Peter's teaching. At the same time, the hearts of every
one were grieved, for Peter's only crime was to behave 
so like a Baha'i that the veils ... were stripped from the 
people's eyes, and they saw with perfect clarity that the 
new religion, Baha'i, not only talked about love, but 
practiced it constantly. 

~~Since we are I Matanga (white people), we could not 
be banished like Peter. All that they (the missionaries) 
cou1d do was to request the Resident Commissioner to 
ask us to leave .... We went to Tarawa to be interviewed 
by him, and after breaking down all the false accusa
tions, ·the Commissioner':;; only reason for desiring to 
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deport us was that we can't imagine the effect our 
presence has on the people. 

"Before we left for Tarawa, over lO(} Gilbertese had 
declared their intention to be Baha'is. We had helped 
them to elect three ~practice Assemblies'. During OUT 

absence the rumor was spread that we would never re. 
turn, but the only result was that nearly 100 more decided 
to become Baha'is, Also, while we were gone, a district 
officer, with one of the Baha'is, went from village to 
village up and down Abaiang, taking the names of those 
who desired to be Baha'is. The total figure: 225 ~ II 

Japall 
There have been ten new enrollments in Japan between 

the Nikko conference and the end of December. The 
number of localities where Baha'is now reside in Japan 
is sixteen, ten of them having Bahari groups. Regular 
classes and firesides are bein¢ held in Tokyo, Amaga~ 
saki, Kobe, Nagoya, Kyoto, Yokohama, Osaka, Hiro
shima. Yamaguchi, and Nishinomiya. Special attention 
is being given by the National Teaching Committee to 
the six cities most Hkely to have new local Spiritual 
Assemblies in April 1956. 

A monthly bulletin Baha'i Geppo is published by the 
Tokyo Local Spiritual Assembly, in Japanese and Eng
lish, and sent to all Baha'is throughout Japan, Besides 
news of activities, it includes articles by Japanese 
Baha1is or translations from the Writings. 

Melltawai, Tuamotu, Tahiti 
From the Asian Teaching Committee of Australia and 

New Zealand comes the good news that there are now 
five BaM'!s in the Mentawai Islands, that the first 
believer has been enrolled in the Tuamotu Islands, and 
that two more members have been added to the Tahiti 
group. The Tahitian group has also completed the trans· 
lation of an introductory pamphlet into the Tahitian 
language. 

New Hebrides 
The New Hebrides now have a Baha'i group of eight, 

including the pioneer, Mrs. Bertha Dobbins, from Aus
tralia. The natives themselves are spreading the Faith, 
and the seekers are coming in greater and greater num~ 
bers to the home of the pioneer. Mrs. Dobbins' home, 
"Nur Cottage," is open from early morning to late in 
the evening. Classes in English, arithmetic, and Chinese, 
are held most days for the children, with evening classes 
for adults, A fine fife band is in the making. 

TaJl!Ja 
Latest news from Tonga is that the first Tongan 

believer is already carrying on a sound and successful 
teaching program on his own island. Bec a use of lack of 
transportation, it is possible for Mr. and Mrs. Dudley 
Blakely, the Baha'i pioneers, to visit him only mice in 
three or four months, but they keep in touch with him 
by correspondence. Several students are studying with 
him. and he has also made other valuable contributions 
to the teaching work through the translation of chapters 
of Some Answered Questions, and an introductory pam· 
phlet prepared by Mrs. Blakely specially for the Ton
gans. The title given this pamphlet is The Faith of Baha
'u'llrih Abraham's Descendant, and will make a ready 
appeal to the Tongans, who place' great emphasis. on 
geneology, 
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Solaman. 
The Baha'i group in the Solomon Islands now numbers 

five, including be~ides the pioneers (Mr. and Mrs. Alvin 
BlumL the first Melanesian and Solomon Island native 
believer, and an Australian who moved to Honiara in 
early spring on business. Mr. Gina, the first native be· 
liever, is secretary and treasurer of the group. He is 
spreading the Faith amongst his people, who have the 
utmost respect for him since he has a fine education 
and had previousJy been regarded as one of • 'the shining 
lights" of the Methodist Mjssion in the islands. 

Balli '( Community of Taiwan, Formosa, with Dblkru'Uah Kba~ 
demo Hand of the Cause, Mrs. Khidem. aDd Miss Haddad, at 
the celebration of the Birtbday of Baha.'u'JIah (Nov. 12, 1955). 

Cook / s/aJlds 
There are now nine Baha'is in the village of Muri on 

Rarotonga, Cook Islands. A "practice Assembly" elects 
new officers every six weeks in order that all may gain 
experience in Baha'i administration. One of the most 
difficult of the institutions to explain and understand is 
the Baha'i Fund. "It took a long time," writes Mrs. 
Danielson, American pioneer, "for the idea of voluntary 
contributions to take root in their hearts. We had to ap~ 
point an assistant treasurer to help with the reports be
cause the treasurer could not even read and write his 
own language .... When we had accumulated 19 shillings, 
they were very proud r and when it was put to a vote 
whether we should withdraw part of it to buy a presen' 
for a non-Baha'i who had done a big translation job fo: 
us or all chip in, they wouldn tt hear of touching tha 
money in the treasury! Even though slightly out of orde 
to discuss the amount we might each give, I let ther 
do it as it stirred up interest and helped no end to ove 
come the old attitude. I had originally offered to make t 
the difference so that we could buy a really good shirt: 
we would not want to send a cheap one as a gift. I w 
so relieved that some of them felt that though it was ni 
of me they should be responsible for the full amoU' 
Believe me. this is a far cry from the original attitu 
which was that I (or some other 'millionaire' after n 
would give them and the Assembly everything tl 
wanted! I was so pleased with their new attitude and 
them know it, too." 
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World Religion Day, 1956 

The Seventh Annual observance of World Religion 
Day, sponsored by the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of the United States, was held throughout 
the nation on Sunday, January 15, 1956. 

The suggested theme of the public relations activity 
this year was UReligious Liberty." A special statement 
on this subject" written by the National Spiritual Assem~ 
bly, was distributed with the December issue of BAHA'i 
NEWS, and extra copies were made available by the 
Baha'i Publishing Trust. 

Publicity and advertising material prepared by the 
Baha'i Press Service was adapted from this statement 
on religious liberty, and mailed to 450 Baha'i press rep~ 
resentatives, and to 80 professional news gathering 
organizations. 

The public relations counsel prepared additional edi· 
torial copy on this theme, and distributed it to many 
newspapers. 

Statistics on public observances and publicity make 
impressive totals, and indicate that World Religion Day 
continues to be the leading annual event for proclaiming 
the Baha'i Faith to the public. 

Seventy two communities in the United States held 
public meetings featuring a Baha'i speaker on the reli· 
gious liberty theme. Seven of these, Fairbanks, Alaska, 
Tucson, Ariz., Berkeley and Beverly Hills, Calif., Peoria. 
Ill., Lafayette, Ind., and Cincinnati, Ohio, publicized 
their meetings with the publication of a photograph of 
the speaker in a local newspaper. 

Panel discussions or symposiums, some with repre
sentatives of other religious faiths, also proved a popular 
form of public meeting. Champaign-Urbana, Ill., Du
mont, N. J., St. Louis and Springfie1d~ Mo., Butte, Mont., 
and Spokane and Yakima, Wash., presented general dis· 
cussion programs. Wilmette and Quincy, Ill., Hacken. 
sack, N. J., and Baton Rouge, La., invited members of 
the Christian and Jewish faiths to participate in dis· 
cussions on the viewpoint of their religions toward reliw 
gious liberty. 

Topics of public meetings other than the theme of 
religious liberty were presented by seven communities: 
Jersey City, N. J., HA New Plan for Peace": St. Joseph, 
Mo., "A World Religion Quickens the New Age"; 
Corvallis, Ore., HGod's Eternal Covenant"; Staunton, 
Va., "The Fundamental Oneness of Religion"; Salt Lake 
City, Utah, "What is Religion?" Durham, N. C., and 
Olympia, Wash., presented illustrated programs on the 
Holy Land. 

Englewood, N. J., held a tea, and RosweH, N. Mex .. 
gave an informal supper for their World Religion Day 
observance. 

]" ANNIJM. IiIORlPIDJeiION 00 
SUNDAY. JANUARY 15.1956 

~.,. -" 'm: 
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World ReUgIOD Day display at the PubUc Library, st. Louis, 
Mo. This photograph is representatJve of many pictures re
ceived, iJlu.strating similar exhJblts arranged by Baba. 'is 
throughout the Dation to acquaJDt the publlc with the teachings 

and literature of the Baha', Faith. 

The Lafayette, Ind., community reported outstanding 
activity in conjunction with World Religion Day. On 
January 10 Hamilton Niss gave a lecture on the Baha'i 
Faith to a class on Modern Religious Movements at 
Purdue University, at the invitation of Dr. CHthero, of 
the Department of History, Philosophy and Government. 
The Lafayette Leader, a weekly newspaper, published a 
feature article on the Faith on January 12, with a large 
picture of the Temple. The article was written at the 
request of the editor, who had contacted Mr. Niss. The 
next day the Purdue Exponent published a front page 
article on the Faith~ and followed this on the succeeding 
day with a larger article based upon an interview of Mr. 
NiBS by the editor, and material published in the Leader. 

Members of the Lafayette community wrote 60 per
sonal letters of invitation to the World Religion Day 
meeting, and mailed 300 questionnaire cards to students 
and staff of Purdue University. 

Anchorage, Alaska, presented their public observance 
with 2. radio program over KENI, with readings from the 
Holy Scriptures of seven world religions. Station KeOL. 
Ft. Collins, Colo., broadcast talks by two Baha'i Youth. 
The Antelope Judicia] District, Calif., secured radio time 
for a broadcast of a tape recording by William Sears, 
on KAVL. 

Newspaper publicity and advertising for World Reli· 
gion Day showed the following totals: 208 newspapers in 
153 cities, -representing 38 states. Alaska, and Hawaii. 
published a total of over 1075 column inches of materia1, 
with a combined circulation of over 14,000,000 copies. 



IAHA'I NEWS 

NATIONAL CONVENTION 
ARRANGEMENTS LISTED 

The Convention Arrangements 
Committee urges the BaM'i dele. 
gates and visitors planning to attend 
the Convention to make their housing 
reservations promptly, Hotel reser
vations should be made direct and 
a deposit must accompany the letter. 
One hotel has requested that the 
Baha'is deposit the full amount for 
the period of time they are staying 
because they've sO frequently experi
enced last minute cancellations. Ho
tels in Evanston where all Baha'is 
are welcome are: 

The Evanshire Hotel, 
860 Hinman Avenue 
Single $6,50, Double, $7,50, 
Twin beds, $9,50 

The Evanston Hotel 
840 Forest Avenue 
Single (private bath) $5, Single 
(connecting bath) $4, Double 
(private bath) $6.50, 
Twin beds (private bath) $7.50 
(Remit full amount when mak
ing reservation) 

The North Shore Hotel 
1611 Chicago Avenue 
Single $6 and $7, Double $8.50 
and $9.50 (T.V.) 
Twin beds $9 and $10 

Delegates and visitors wishing ac
commodations in private homes 
should send their request for reser
vations to: 

Mrs. Priscilla Hassan 
1244 Maple Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 

or to 
Mrs. Edna Coleman 
1227 Leon Place 
Evanston, Illinois 

As announced in February BAHA 'f 
NEWS, child care will be provided 
on~y during daytime sessions but the 
arrangements do not include care for 
infants or very young children re
quiring individual attention. 

Convention Identification 
All Baha'is planning to attend 
the National Convention, either 
as delegates or visitors, are 
asked to bring their Baha'I 
identification cards and to pre
sent them on registration. 
-NATION AI.. SPIRITUAL AssEMBLY 
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View locking no_1hward from the Bahli.'] House of Worsbip. Wilmette, sbowing neWly 
completed service entrance and lunnel. The bridge completes the outer walk enp 

circling the Temple gardens. 

The believers are again requested 
not to bring to the Convention any 
non-Baha'is, for they cannot be ad
mitted to the sessions no matter how 
close to the Faith they may be. The 
Feast of Ri<iv;m and the Baha'i Pub
lic Congress are the only occasions 
when non-BaM'is will be admitted. 

For the Baha'is arriving early 
there will be an informal reception 
in Foundation Hall, Wednesday eve
ning, April 25, at 8:00 p.m. 

Believers who are planning to ar
rive a few days early, or to leave a 
few days after the Convention, and 
who will be able to help with various 
details are requested to notify the 
Convention Arrangements Commit
tee as soon as possible: Mrs. Dor
othy Redson, 681 Garland, Winnetka, 
Illinois. 

GREEN ACRE BAHA'i SCHOOL 
LISTS SUMMER SESSIONS 

The Green Acre Baha'i School 
Program Committee plans to have 
the 1956 summer session run for 
eight weeks, beginning July 2nd and 
ending August 24th, with a special 
week end program at each end, mak
ing the over all dates during which 
the school will be open June 30th 
through August 26th inclusive. 

There will be three regular classes 
each week day, with special empha
sis given to The World Crusade. The 
first two weeks have been designated 
Youth Weeks. 

There will also be a children's 
school with graded classes for chil
dren from 5 to 14 years of age run
ning throughout the eight weeks. In 
addition there will be a course each 
week on "FlUldamentals of the Baha'i 
Faith" designed for non-Baha'is. 

LOUHELEN BAHA'i SCHOOL 
ANNOUNCES SUMMER DATES 

This summer will mark the 25th 
anniversary of Louhelen Baha'i 
School, Davison, Mich. The Program 
Committee is planning special activ
ities in commemoration of this event. 

The dates for the summer sessions 
have been announced as follows: 
Junior Youth (Ages 10 to 14), July 
1-14; General Sessions, July 1S-Au
gust 18; Senior Youth (15 years and 
up), August 19-1!1; and Homecoming, 
September 1-1!. 

BAHA'i IN THE NEWS 
Valdez Breeze of January 14, Val

dez, Alaska, a general local interest 
bulletin, carries the NSA statement 
on Religious Liberty. 

The Indianapolis Times of January 
24, in its series entitled "Your Re
ligion," publishes a statement on the 
Faith by Horace Holley. 

Washington Religious Report, pub
lished by Church Information Serv
ice, to supply religious news, in its 
January 15 issues has a reference to 
World Religion Day. 

The Baha'i Publishing Trust has 
sent out a review of the Persian and 
Arabic Glossary prepared by Mar
zieh Gail, and references to this 
Glossary are evidently appearing in 
local papers because of orders being 
received from non-Baha'i sources, 
including bookstores. 

Berke!ey (California) Daily Ga
zette of December 9, in a column on 
"So We Hear,---' by Kacy Ward, men
tions Mrs. Gail and her Glossary. 
This is also mentioned in William 
Hogan's A Bookman's Notebook. 
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MONTHLY REPORT ON WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 
Third Year National Bah.'i Fund 1955·1956 

15, 1956 

. Where we should be: 
$437,000. 

Where we are: 
$293,000. 

... $550,000.00 Total Budget for Entire Year 

(Average Monthly Re~uirements ........ $46,000.00) 

Monthly receipts to date: 
May 1-15 .$15,500 
May I 5 • June I 5 .......... $22,500 
June 15 - July 15 .. $23,500 
July 15· August 15 ........ $19,500 
August 15· September 15 . $37,000 

Se ptember I 5 - October 15 
October 15· November 15 
November 15· December 15 
December 15· January I 5 
January 15· Februa ry 15 

Total 

· .$39,500 
.$40,000 

· .$27,000 
. $40,500 
.$28,000 

.$293,000 

Accumulated deficit as of February 15, 1956 · $144,000 

GEYSERVILLE SCHOOL 
OFfERS 5 COURSES 

The Geyserville Baha'i School Pro· 
gram Committee announces the fol
lowing adult courses which will be 
offered during the 1956 session, July 
2 to August 12, all of which will be 
directly related to the general 
theme: "Meeting the Challenge of 
the Bahatj Way of Life." 

1. "Fulfilling the Divine Plan and 
the World Crusade." A course de
signed to place the individual in the 
Divine Plan and to aid in fulfilling 
the goals of the World Crusade. 

2. "Knowing the Baha'i Litera
ture.·· A series of discussions and 
study groups on certain books of the 
Sacred Writings of Baha!u'llah and 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

'Abdu'l-Baha. 
3. "Learning to Teach the Faith." 

Discussion and workshops on fire
sides, public meetings, publicity, 
handling contacts, the use of national 
committees, etc. 

4. "Building the Administrative 
Order." Discussions and workshops 
on the formation and functions of the 
various institutions of the Faith, in
cluding the local Spiritual Assembly, 
the National Spiritual Assembly, and 
the International House of Justice. 

5. "Living the Baha'i Life." "A 
course designed to help the Baha'i 
translate the Teachings of Baha
'u'llah into action in his daily life. 

There will be classes and other 
activities for children throughout the 
entire session. 

MARCH, 1956 

CHILDREN'S MAGAZINE 
DISPLAYS "NEW LOOK" 

Readers of Child's Way last month 
noted a "ne,,,v look" .in the eight-year
old guide for parents and teachers 
issued by the N ationa! BaM'i Child 
Education Committee. 

Changed is the printing, general 
appearance, and grouping of mater
ial in the bulletin. Unchanged is the 
primary objective of the guide: To 
teach the child to understand the 
purpose of his existence. 

Child's Way is the result of a prob
lem posed by the 1948 Committee: 
To design a teaching aid for par
ents, teachers, and all those inter
ested in Baha'i child education. The 
idea for the bulletin was the result 
of consul ta tion. 

In the first issue the Committee 
stated: "We hope that Child's Way 
will enable us to cooperate with child 
education facilities maintained in lo
cal communities, and to foster par. 
ent education from the Baha'i point 
of view." 

A further objective of the guide is 
to enable the parent and teacher to 
meet the child on his level, a recog. 
nized responsibility of educators. 

Child's Way showed improvement 
as each year's experience increased 
its usefulness and acceptance. To • 
day, 45 issues later, the bulletin re
mains as originally set up, its ob
jectives reaffirmed by each succeed
ing committee. A present goal is to 
increase this usefulness to those re
sponsible for child education by in
creasing the bulletin's circulation. 

Beginning with Volume 1, No.1, 
Child's Way has been self-support· 
ing, charging $1.00 for six issues. 
Correspondence about subscriptions 
should be directed to Miss Banu 
Hassan, 1244 Maple Avenue, Wil· 
mette, Illinois. 

Suggestions and comments for 
Child's Way or its supplement, 
"Children's Page," should be ad
dressed to Mrs. Barbara McCurdy, 
Box 255, Deerfield, Illinois. Chil
dren's Hour activities, teaching sug
gestions, manuscripts, and queries 
about story ideas for possible publi
cation are invited. 

ChHd's Way is planned for the use 
of all Baha'is, since child education 
is the concern of each believer. The 
bulletin is pWlChed for easy notebook 
filing, and an annual index provides 
a handy teaching reference. 
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LIBRARY COMMITTEE 
SUGGESTS BOOKS 

From time to time the National 
Library Service Committee has in
serted in BAHA'f NEWS suggestions 
for cooperation with library agen
cies, and lists of recommended titles 
for first and later purchase. (Issues 
of December. 1954; March. April, 
and November, 1955). We again sug
gest here a slightly revised list of 
books, as the Committee is fre
quently asked for a repetition of 
recommended titles.-" 

A. Introductory books for libraries 
in places where the Faith is 
only beginning to be known. 

1. "'Founda.tions 01 World Unity. 
'Abdu'1 Baha (ClothboWld>. 

2. ·Parts Ta!ks, 'Abdu'l BaM (Cloth
bound), 

3, ·Some Ans-w-ered Question3, 'Abdu'] 
Baba. 

4. Reality of Man, 'Abdu'l Baha. 
5. Baha'i World Faith (Although this 

exceUent compilation has some ma
terial entirely for Baha'is, it Is the 
best single volume containing the 
finest translations of the Writings). 

6. The BaM'i Wor~d. The most recent 
volume if possible. but any recent 
volwne. if local interest and library 
space permit. 

7. *TomorTow and Tom-arrow, Cobb 
(Clothbound) . 

8. *Baha'u'!Lih and The New Era, Es
slemont (Clothbound). 

9. *Renewal of Civilization, Ho.ft"man 
(Clothbound) _ 

10. Portals to Freedom, Ives (Cloth· 
bound). 

11. "'SpeU of the Temple, McDaniel 
(Clothbound) . 

12_ "Divine Art of Living, Paine (A de
votional book, but the title, size, and 
content make a popular appeal). 

13_ Prescription jor Living, Rabbani. 
14. HeaTt of the Gospel, TownShend 

(Clothbound, temporarily out of 
stock) . 
·Indicates for first purchase. 

B. Books for larger or specialized 
libraries, where an interest in 
the Faith is already estab
lished, and which have a good 
basic collection of Baha'i liter
ature: 

L Gleani.ngs, Baha'u'ltah. 
2. God Passes By, Shoghi Effendi_ 
3_ Mysticism, Science, and Ret-'elation, 

Shook (Especially for university and 
special libraries_ Clothbound)_ 

4. The PTomise of aU Ages, Townshend. 
No list can be considered final, nor 

do all books appeal equally to all 
persons. Very large or specialized 
libraries, where religious study and 
research are carried on, will of 
course need, and welcome, titles 

which a public library could not as 
yet find room for on its shelves_ The 
believers will be guided by their OVi!l1 

best judgement also, and by their 
I~on the ground" knowledge of par
ticular library conditions. The Com
mittee is always ready to answer 
questions and make suggestions. 

The BaM'i Publishing Trust will 
send literature catalogs to believers 
making library donations, to give to 
librarians who might be interested 
in further orders; or if a library 
wishes such a catalog for their files, 
they will be glad to send one direct. 

The Baha'i Publishing Trust is 
listed in the Trade List Annual, and 
in Books in Print each year, so the 
source of Baha'i books is readily 
available to any librarian or book 
store. Also, Publishers' Weekly, the 
American Book Trade Journal, lists 
all new titles pu blished by the Trust, 
and includes a Directory of pub· 
lishers whose titles have appeared 
during the year_ 

AREA NEWS BULLETINS 
An Area Teaching Conference was 

held at Springfield, Mass. on Novem· 
ber 13, according to the A rea B";/, 
letin for the New England States. 
Following the conference, a public 
meeting was held, with an attend
ance of over 60 people. 

Members of the Area Teaching 
Committee for the Tennessee Valley 
States conducted a Teaching Confer
ence in Nashville, Tenn. on Decem
ber 18, it is reported in their Area 
Bulletin. 

Area Teaching Conferences were 
held in Youngstown and Toledo, Ohio 
on February 11·12, and in Detroit, 
Mich., on February 25-26, it is re· 
ported in the East Central States 
Area Teaching Committee Bulletin. 

The Area Bulletin for the North
Atlantic States announces the follow
ing goals in their area: Consolida
tion goals, Atlantic City, Bayonne, 
Camden, Clifton, .,Elizabeth, Patter
son, and Trenton, N.J.; Altoona, 
Erie. Lancaster, and Allentown, Pa.; 
Albany, Mamaroneck, New RoeheUe, 
Niagara Fans, Poughkeeps-ie, Sche· 
nectady, and Troy, N.Y. Virgin goals 
are Chester, Harrisburg, Reading, 
Wilkes-Barre, and York, Pa.; El· 
mira, Ithaca, and Utica, N.Y. 

Over 60 Baha'is attended an Area 
Conference in Baltimore, Md., on 
January 14, it is reported in the 
Area Bulletin for the Central Atlan
tic States. 

II 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

Baha'is of Fairbanks, Alaska, re· 
port tha t a UN film was secured 
and offered to local organizations for 
the observance of United Nations 
Day _ The offer was accepted by the 
Chamber of Commerce, the Civilian 
Club at Ladd Air Force Base, the 
USO, and the University of Alaska. 
In addition, the film was shown twice 
at the High School. 

For the Birthday of Baha'u'Ilah, 
the Northern Peoples' Teaching 
Committee sponsored a social gath
ering in Fairbanks to stimulate 
friendship with the Eskimos_ 

Members and friends of the Stock
ton. Calif. Community met on Dec_ 
2, 1955, for a showing of color slides 
of Guam, the Philippines, and Bang
kok, taken by Lt. Harvey Godenker. 
Fifteen conta cts were present, all of 
whom have manifested an interest 
in the Faith. 

The Busine~s Girls' Sorority of 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, invited a local 
Bahati to take part in a panel dis
cussion with a Jew, Moslem, and 
Christian, on the teachings of their 
respective faiths. The Baha'i talk in
cluded an explanation of a chart 
showing the teaching of progressive 
revelation. 

The Dallas, Texas, Local Spiritual 
Assembly was invited to send a rep
resentative to speak at a Morning 
Devot'onal Program held week days 
for the staff of the Dallas Morning 
News. Mr. John Thomas read selec· 
tions from the Glean-ings of Baha
'u'llah. 

HeaTt of the Gospel (paper). 
George Townshend. We are informed 
by the English publisher that a new 
printing of this book in paper binding 
will soon be available. This paper
bound edition has been out of print 
for over a year_All current orders 
will be recorded for delivery as soon 
as the shipment arrives. Price will 
continue to be $1.25 for this edition_ 

Available trom 
BAHA'i PUBLISHING TRUST 
110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 
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FEASTS 

March 2 - 'Ala' (Loftiness) 
March 21 - Baha (Splendor) 
April 9 - Jalal (Glory) 

HOLY DAY 

March 21 - Feast of Naw-Ruz 
(Holy Days and Anniversaries cele

brated at the Baha'i House of 
Worship are open to the public. 
The first part of the meeting 'Will 
be held in the Auditorium: the 
second part in Foundation HalL 
The meeting begins at 8:00 p.m. 
of the day preceding the anniver
sary date.) 

DAYS OF FASTING 

March 2-20 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 

ASSEMELY MEETING 

March 23, 24, 25 

BAHA'i WORLD YOUTH DAY 

March 25 - To publicize the Ba
ha 'j program for uniting the youth 
of an faiths in promoting lasting 
world peace. 

BAHA'I HOUSE OF WORSHIP 
Visiting hours 

Weekdays and Saturdays: 
1:00-4:00 P.M. 
(the Auditorium will be open) 

Sundays: 10:30 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 
(the entire building will be open) 

Service of Worship: Sunday at 3 :30 
P.M., lasting until 4:15. 

"Death- projJereth unto every confi

dent believer the cup that is life indeed, 

It bestoweth joy, and is the bearer oj 

gladness. It ('onjerreth the gift Of ever

lasting Iife." 

Mrs. Naomi Hudson 
Lakewood, Ohio 
December, 1955 

Mrs. Henry Davis 
Washington, D. C. 
December 24, 1955 

Mrs. Mina Becker 
'Des Moines. Iowa 
December 27, 1955 

Mrs. Edythe B. Ridden 
Pinewold, New Jersey 
(date not reported) 

Mrs. Adelaide Blodgett 
Chula Vista, California 
January 3, 1956 

Mrs. James A. Erickson 
LaCrescenta, California 
January 13, 1956 

Mr. John Ojala 
Atlanta, Georgja 
January 13, 1956 

Mrs. A. T. Sawyer 
Fitchburg, Massachusettes 
January 19, 1956 

Mrs. Anna Petro 
Bur bank, California 
January 20, 1956 

Mr. Homer Dyer 
Birmingham. Alabama 
January 22, 1956 

BAHA'i DIRECTORY CHANGES 

Mrs. Anna V. Hatter 
Baltimore. ~aryland 
January 23. 1956 

Mrs. Helena Lehman 
Bronx, New York 
Jal1Usry 31. 1956 

Correction 

:\-Ime. ]"1. L. Plise 

MARCH, 1956 

San Francisco, California 
(Listed in this colu mn in 
December through error.) 

·;.i;h~~~i.it~~laBi;~~!fji~ 
;;';;.',;;,c;,; 

"Glory be unto Thee, 0 my God!' 
Verily, this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid·servant have gathered under the 
shadow of Thy mercy and they aTe 
united through Thy favor and generosity. 
o Lord! Assist them in' this Thy world 
and Thy K~ngdom and destine for them 
every good through Thy bounty and 
grace ... " 

Ann Arbor, Michigan: Mrs. Jane E. 
Reynolds to Mr, Edward J. Howard 
on Decem ber 14, 1955. 

Los Angeles, California: Mrs. Sally Mae 
Brittan to Mr. John Wesley Ashby on 
January 7, 1956. 

Los Angeles. California: Miss Dorothy 
Richter to Mr. Dick Maitland on Jan. 
uary 21, 1956. 

Los Angeles, Cali1ornia: 
Ramsey to Mr. Howard 
uary 22, 1956. 

Mrs. Louise 
Ellis on Jan· 

New York, New York: Miss Barbara 
Vazquez to Mr. Juan P. Caban, Jr., 
on January 29, 1956. 

AREA TEACHING CoMMITIEES 

ATe For Southern States 
ASSEMBLY SECRETARIES 

Mrs. Louise B. Matthias, Secretary, 636 South 39th St., Bb.'· 
mingham, Alabama. 

ATC For East Central States 
Mrs. Mabel P. Long. Secretary, North Shore. Lake Lavine. 

R.R.3. Box 213, Coldwater, Michigan. 

Georgia 
Augusta: Mrs. Lillian P. Golden', 1723 Kissingbower Road 

j\tichigan 
Royal Oak Twp.: :Miss De~·raris L. Morris. 21341 Parkside. 

F'erndale 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 01 the United States as :iii news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 

Reports. plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested irom national committees and local assemblies o! 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 

BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Eoitoria! Committee. The Committee for 1955·56: Mrs. Eunice Braun. 
Miss Charlotte Linfoot, Richard Thomas. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue. Wilmette. Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address sbould be reported directly to Nationa1 Baha'i Office, 112 LInden Avenue. Wilmette, Dllnoi,s. U.S.A. 



"Much Loved, Greatly A.dmired'~ 

Deeply grieved passing much 
loved greatly admired staunch ar
dent pro mot e r Faith, Albert 
Windust, Herald (of) Covenant, 
whose notable services (in) heroic 
(and) formative ages (of) Faith 
(are) unforgettahle. Assure friends 
relatives fervently supplicating prog
ress (his) soul (in) Kingdom. 

--SHOGHI 

March 11. 1956 

COMMENTARY, NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

The beloved Guardian's eulogy of 
Albert Windust casts a brilliant light 
on the services rendered by one of 
the earlies.t American Baha'is. Mr. 
Windust was a member of the first 
elected Baha'; body in America-the 
Spiritual Assembly of Chicago which 
received a Tablet from the Master 
addressed to the House of Justice. 

-NAnoNAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

"Faithful, Steadfast Servant 

(oj) Faith" 

In response to a cablegram from 
the National Assembly advising 
Sboghi Effendi of the passing of Miss 
Bertha Herklotz. one of the believers 
who saw the Master in 1912, the 
Guardi~n cabled on February 16: 

BAHA'I YEAR "3 APRIL, 1956 

3 REGIONAL NATIONAL ASSEMBLIES 

TO BE FORMED IN AFRICA THIS MONTH 
Beloved Friends: 

During the present month a most important event will take place - the 
formation of three new Regional National Spiritual Assemblies in the ancient 
continent of Africa. What has long been termed the Dark Continent becomes 
a Continent of Light. 

Under the auspic~s of the National Spiritual Assembly of Egypt and Sudan 
the first Annual Convention will assemble delegates and visitors of the 
Baha'is of North West Africa; the British National Assembly convenes the 
Convention of the Baha'is of Central and East Africa; the National Assembly 
of the United States convenes the Convention of the BahftJis of South and 
West Africa. Mr. Paul E. Haney, Chairman, represents the United States 
National Assembly in opening this Convention. 

Here we behold a rich harvest of the World Crusade - impressive evi
dence of what has been accomplished by the throng of pioneers and settlers 
who have gone forth under the beloved Guardian's summons from many 
lands. How few the years required for the formation of enough local Assem
blies in these three territories to elect delegates making these Conventions 
possible! Courage, zeal, devotion alone on the part of these true servants of 
the Faith could bring to fulfilment the goal set by the Guardian for the end 
of the third year of the Ten Year Plan. All of us owe them a deep and 
lasting gratitude: and we owe gratitude also to the administrative bodies 
and Africa Teaching Committe€s which directed and inspired the workers 

in the field. 
What a diversity of races. nations and conditions \\'ill be represented in 

these three Regional National Spiritual Assemblies~ How formidable the 
task of consolidating these t~~ree communities, which face difficulties un

known to Bah?i'is of Europe and America! 

Of extreme helpfulness during recent years and in the future, we must 
acclaim the indefatigable efforts of the Hand of the Cause for Mrica, Mr. 
Musa Banani, as well as Mr. Ali Nakhjavani, who serves in Mr. Bamini's 
temporary absence in Europe. 

These new pillars of the future House of Justice are being raised. Thus 
this event is not only a spiritual blessing for Africa but for the entire Baha'1 

world. 
This achievement should galvanize us all to greater activity for the ful

filment of tasks of the World Crusade for which we collectively carry full 

uGrieve passing faithful, steadfast 
servant (of) Faith. Praying (for) 
progress (of her) soul (in) King-
dom." responsibility. 

--Saoom -NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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ASSEMBLY REPORTS 
ACTION IN CAMPAIGN 
ON PERSECUTIONS 

This report summarizes activities 
in January and part of Februaryl 
1956. It is divided into two parts; 
one concerning action taken on be
half of the Persian Baha'is, and one 
about ac~ion to promote the Faith 
in the United States. 

Persecutions 

1. Mr. Roger Baldwin, Chairman, 
International League for the Rights 
of Man, has addressed letters to the 
Permanent De~egation of iran, to the 
United Nations, and to the Commit
tee on Foreign Affairs of the House 
of Representatives. He expressed 
hope that the Permanent Delegation 
had transmitted to the Iranian gov
ernment the communication sent by 
the International League to United 
Nations. To the Foreign Affairs Com· 
mittee he made reference to a Reso
lution passed by the House asserting 
the principle of religious freedom. 

2. Effort was made to arrange for 
the Secretary General of United Na
tions to receive a Baha'i delegation 
on his visit to rihritn, but the visit 
was too brief to make it possible. 

3. A copy of Baha'i Appeal for Re
ligious Freedom In iran was sent 
with a covering letter to a list of 
United Nations Non-Governmental 
Organizations selected by the public 
relations cOWlsel for their interest 
in Mr. Roger Baldwin's presentation 
of our case to a Sub-Commission of 
United Nations. 

4. Among the materials prepared 
and distributed by the public rela
tions counsel during this period 
were: a News Feature Mat contain
ing a release about Roger Baldwin's 
action in presenting the case to 
United Nations; a story about this 
was also carried by Religious News 
Service of J anua ry 9. 

5. The British National Assembly 
has issued a press release on the 
Roger Baldwin story and finds some 
papers very much interested in the 
subject of the persecutions. 

6. A press clipping in Arabic about 
the Roger Baldwin project has been 
received from Cairo. 

7. The National Assembly of Can
ada has written to their Department 
of Exterior Affairs and has received 
a reply indica tin g interest. 

8. The National Assembly of India, 
Pakistan & Burma makes extensive 
distribution of all releases supplied 
them. 

9. Baha'i Publishing Trust is print· 
ing a new edition of 2000 copies of 
Baha'i Appeal so that copies can be 
ordered. This text should be known 
by the friends. 

10. Plans are under way for inter
esting persons of political promi~ 
nence to send protests to the Iranian 
Embassy in Washington. 

11. A Reuters dispatch about the 
persecutions was recently published 
in Athens. 

12. Clippings are frequently re
ceived showing publication by small 
to\\o"11 papers of the illustrated re
lease, "World Shocked by Religious 
Persecution. " 

Promotion 

13. For direct promotion of the 
Faith, our public relations counsel 
issued an editorial release on World 
Religion Day and through Religious 
News Service of J anua ry 11 distrib
uted a story on "Baha'is Ask 
for Wider Concept of Religious Free
dom," related to World Religion 
Day. A release on World Religion 
Day was also sent to many United 
States newspapers. 

Baha'i Press Service reported sep
arately on the local World Religion 
Day events held this year. 

As time goes on there will be many 
rUlllors about this or that govern
ment action in fran, favorable or un
favorable to the Faith. The Katlonal 
Assembly will investigate every 
public rumor and take any necessary 
and appropriate action to inform the 
friends and the public. 

-NATIONAL SPlRI'rUAL AsSEMBLY 

Voting Right. Restored 

The voting rights of Alvero L. Jen
sen have been restored by the Na
tional Assembly. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

A'RIL, 1956 

ASSEMBLY WELCOMES 

VOLUNTEERS FOR SERVICE 

A number of believers have in
quired whether it is permissible for 
an individual Baha'i to volunteer for 
a particular type of service, or 
whether an individual or a local Spir
itual Assembly may suggest to the 
National Spiritual Assembly the 
names of Baha1is who are qualified 
to serve on national committees, as 
teachers at summer schools, and in 
similar capacities. 

The National Assembly will wel
come such recommendations. As 
much information as possible should 
accompany the recommendation, in
cluding the individual's educational 
backgroWld, professional and busi· 
ness experience, his Baha'i experi 
ence, and the possible amount 0 

time he may be able to devote to th 
work. 

It should be understood that 
making committee appointmeni 
the National Assembly must c( 
sider many practical matters, 51" 

as the necessity of centralizing cc 
mittees in a given area for part.; 
lar reasons, the ability of the 
dividual to travel without invol' 
the expense of long distance! 
travel to and from meetings, as 
as the nature of the work tl 
done. 

No Baha'i talent or capacity s 
remain dormant. There are el 
needs and opportunities for s 
by every believer, whether 
isolated, a member of a comn 
or on a national committee. It 
be remembered that the cmf 

tion of a committee is to plan 
vise, and report; therefore, b 

who prefer activity to det 
paper work will not likely fi 
mittee work nearly as sti: 
and rewarding as teaching, 
ind~pendently or under thf 
supervision of a committe! 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 



In January, 1956, the Raha'i 
A rchives Building was 
growing ever larger on the 
5lopes 01 Mt. Carmel, "the 
Hill of God." Pictured 
Gbove is the interior 
of the north wall, showing 
the 5hutlering lor the 
balcony. To the right 
is a view oj the "arc." 
or path, in front 0/ the 
A rchives Building and 
lhe Shrine 0/ the Bah. 

· '. " ", 

1 

Archives Building 
Rises to Adorn 

Historic Mt. Carmel 

From the steps rise tJ 
slender columns behir 

the scaffolding, wh 
seaward~ beYond the cz' 
is the magnificent sw. 

0/ H oilo Ray and 
Plain of 'Akki. This 'I 
enhanced with gardem 

exquisite beauty, 
Qiblih of the Ba 

world, has been desi.gn 
by BoIui'u'llah as 

U seat of God's thrl 

-
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Haziratu'l"Quds of Vienna. Austria., detii~ 
caied on the Day of the Covenant. 

November 26, 1955. 

Central America 

ASSEMBLY LAUNCHES 

TEACHING CAMPAIGN 

A thrilling impetus has been gen
erated throughout Central America 
with the gift of $3000 for teaching 
purposes, made by the Guardian in 
December, 1955. 

Most gratifying of all is that the 
native believers are arising to do 

their part in a teaching campaign 
inaugurated by the National Spirit
ual Assembly and carried out 
through the National Teaching Com
mittee. 

It has as minimum goals the es
tablishment by April 21, 1956, of at 
least 12 nev,: iocal assemblies and 7 
ne\\' groups. 

Goal Cities 

The following goal cities have been 
selected: 

For Assemblies: David, Canal 
Zone: Puntarenas and Alajuela~ 
Costa Rica; La Lima, Honduras; 
Santa Ana, El Salvador; El Quiche 
and Retaluhu€. Guatemala; Monter
rey, Mexico; Marianao, Cuba; St. 
Marc, Haiti; and Santiago, Domini
can Republic, 

For Groups: La ehorrera, Pan
ama; One to be selected in Nicara
gua: Siguatepeque, Honduras; Bar
barena, Guatemala; Santa Clara, 
Cuba; Cap Haiti.cn, Haiti; and La 
Vega or Moca, Dominican Republic_ 

This teaching campaign in no wise 
eliminates the urgent need for more 
pioneers, but rather augments it. 
The new assemblies and groups, rap
idly formed, often with temporary 
pioneers from other cities or coun
tries, will require many years of 
strengthening and deepening, 

At least as many more new as
semblies and groups will be neces
sary before the ten National Assem
blies called for by the World Crusade 
goals can be established. These lat
ter will need the help of experienced 
Baha'is. 

Pioneering Opportunities 

Here is a fascinating and challeng
ing field of service to Baha'u'llith in 
an interesting and fast~progressing 
part'of the world. Jobs are available, 
especially for kindergarten and pri~ 
mary grade teachers, secretaries, 
and persons with special training. 
People with small incomes can live 
in many countries without work, or 
can supplement their income giving 
English lessons. Business opportuni
ties are open, 

All those with the urge to look for 
new fields are asked to communicate, 
with the Western Hemisphere Teach
ing Committee, or with the National 
Teaching Committee of Central 
America, Artemus Lamb, Secretary, 
Apartado 3751, San Jose, Costa Rica. 

APRIL, 1956 

Members of the Regiona.l Tea.ch.fng aDd 
.. \ssembly Development Committee for 
South East Asia, meeting In Singapore 

on February 11-12~ 1955. 

Cyprus 

PIONEER REPORTS 

FROM FAMAGUSTA 

The Baha'i pioneer in Famagustc 
Cyprus, Frances B. Jones, has T' 

ported on her first year there. Tl 
following excerpts have been takj 
from her letter: 

"We arrived here on the brink 0: 
local political crisis __ . _ Our fi 
realization was that we were Wf 

erners from the most envied na1 
in the world, and we were enterin 
section (Middle E as!) of which 
had but a slight, if any, concept, 
had much to learn of the way !J 
people live, their sense of va: 
types of character, religious t 
ground, and an endless numbE 
things one never even thinks a 

f' As this is a city of no WOJ 

organizations, no cultural grou] 
charity centers (except those' 
the church circle), no Red Cr' 
short nothing you can join to 
people---one wonders where to 
but the doors do open here and 
A nice contact with the ') 
school, and the new Munici" 
brary in which we placed tl 
Baha'i book in Famagusta, t 
Era, in English, The 1; 
showed a marked interest, a 
several of the Baha'i books v: 
loaned him. 

-
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"On the last day of Ridvim the 
Baha'is of Cyprus came to Fama
gusta for a gathering. It was a grand 
occasion. 

"For the event of the Birth of the 
Bab this year, we (one seeker and 
myself) did celebrate in this city. We 
talked of the Bab, and discussed the 
various aspects of the Teachings. 
This seeker has shown a marked in
terest in the Faith, and has done a 
great deal of reading in the one and 
only Greek New Era on the Island, 
On the eve of the Bah;s Birthday he 
brought this volume to show that he 
had had it rebound in a heavy dark 
green binding as a surprise. (It was 
beginning to fall apart). 

"At the present time there are 
three Greek Cypriotes, one Arme
nian, and one Russian, reading the 
New Era. The Russian is reading it 
in English, the others in their own 
language. 

c ~ There are many others who have, 
for the first time, heard the word 
Baha'I, and most have asked "ques
tions. Much literature (English pam
phlets as well as the Greek pam
phlet) has been distributed, 

~jThere is a great need for litera
ture, Greek, Armenian, and Turkish. 
Let us hope that we may soon have 
an adequate and diversified amoWlt 
of well-translated material for these 
people to read." 

BaJul.'is of St. Pierre~ Reunion Island, January, 1956 

Ifaly-Swifzer/and 

INCORPORATION OF NEW 

ASSEMBLY REPORTED 

BAHA'i NEWS previously reported 
the registration of the Italo-Swiss 
National Assembly which took place 
in May, 19:;5, and of the local as
sembly of ZUrich, Switzerland, on 
August 10, 1955. Now comes news of 
the registration (incorporation) of 
the local assembly of Basel, Switzer
land. (No date is given). Basel is a 
comparatively new assembly, hav
ing been formed a year ago. Bern 
and Geneva, Switzerland, are now 

working to complete their registra
tions with the Handelsregister. All 
registrations are announced to the 
public through the Schweizerische 
Hande!sb!att. 

WORLD RELIGION DAY 

OBSERVED IN BERN 

World Religion Day was celebrated 
on January 15 in Bern during the 
weekend of the National Assembly 
meeting. Dr. Ugo Giachery. Hand of 
the Cause, acted as chairman, givinf 
his introductory words in French an' 
Miss Elsa Steinmetz gave a talk i' 
German. The lecture was also give 
two weeks 1ater in ZUrich. 

SHe of ihe future Mashriqo'l Adhkar Oof Rome, Italy, purchased on ,Ja,nua.ry 9, 1956. The land is 5890 squa.re m.eiers (ab 
and one half acres) in area, and is situated about !4 ki10meters from. the heart of Rome t.owards the sea, and Dear the 

city and port of Ostia. The localHy Is called IjIsola Sacra," or the Sacred Island. 

-----... 

5 
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Iltd;a. Paldshllt, Burma 

REPORT ACHIEVEMENT 

OF MANY GOALS 

The National Spiritu~l Assembly of 
India, Pakistan, and Burma has re
ported the following progress in win
ning World Crusade goals: 

APRIL, 1956 

The reconstruction of the I:Ia.?ira
tu'l-Quds at Rangoon. has beel) com
pleted during the last quarter of 1955. 
This. with the ~afiratu'l.Quds of 
Djakarta and Columbo, fulfills the 
goals for this part of the Crusade. 

The Baha'i Community of Macao. with Dhikrll'llib Khidem. 
Hand of the Cause, on November 1'7, 1955. 

The Publishing Trust has been es
tablished in New Delhi, and is now in 
operation. 

Nineteen local centers have been 
settled: Emakulam, Cochin, Coimba
tore, Jabalpore, Debra Dun, Akkal
kot, Mustang, Nawabshah, Montgom
ery. Mirpurkhas, Gujranwala, Chak 
No. 119, Khanewal, Shillong, and Sa
tar a, in India, and four in Burma. It 
is expected to bring the total to 30 in 
the near future. 

The registration of three assem-

blies in India ha ve been completed: 
Gwalior, Lucknow~. and Nasik. Pa
pers have been filed for the registra. 
tion of A1igarh, Kanpur, and Rampur. 
Preliminary steps have been taken to 
register Allahabad, Ichalkaranji, Ka
marhatti, Madras, Nagpur, and Srin
agar_ 

In Pakistan, it is hoped to complete 
the registration o( Sialkot, Chitta
gong, Peshawar and Rawalpindi 
early this year. 

Youth Conference held in Cha1ea.ul'oux. France, on February 11-12. 1956. a.t the home 
of "the Ba.~ley family. formerly of Flint. Michigan. Nine years ago that same week end 

the fjrst Michigan Youth Conference was held in tbeir home In Flint. 

The Daidanaw Assembly in Burma 
has been registered, and papers have 
been filed for the registration of Tha· 
maing and Twante_ 

Baha'i literature has been tran!!: 
lated into three new language~ 
Georgian, Perm, and Vietnamese (j 
place of Tho). Negotiations have be, 
started for translations into Kaili aJ 
Ossete_ Most of the remaining trar 
lation goals belong to countries 1 
hind the Iron Curtain, and inquir 
have been started on these. 

Five groups in India, four in Pa 
tan, and four in Burma contain rr 
than half the number requirec 
form assemblies_ It is hopei 
achieve the formation of these l' 
semblies by Ri<;lvim. and per 
even double this number. 

Efforts are being made in all 
cotmtries to complete the purch 
Baha'j Endowments by Ri<;lvan 

Germany. Ausfrla 

SEVEN CITIES OBSERVE 

WORLD RELIGION DAY 
BaM'i N achrichten, publi 

the National Spiritual Ass< 
Germany and AustriaJ rep 
World Religion Day was 
with well-attended meeting 
seldorf, Bonn, Frankfurt, H 
Karlsruhe, Stuttgari, and ' 

The theme chosen by the 
stressed the importance 0 

of religions. 
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most successful session ever held in 
Loncoche, a beautiful location that 
will be the future site of the first 
South American House of Worship. 

ANNOUNCE NEW TRANSLATIONS 
OF BAH,,'[ LITERATURE 

Porlu.cuese AUtumn Conference, held :Ill Porto. Portugal, on 
October 119-30, 1955, 

A new translation of the pamphlet 
used in Africa by the British Na
tional Assembly has been made into 
Quechua by Mario Ikon Paitan of 
Huancayo, Peru, which will shortly 
go to press. The pamphlet The Com
ing of the Messengers of God has 
been translated into Aymara, and 
will be published shortly in Bolivia. 

SOllt" America 

ENROLLMENTS ENLARGE 

17 COMMUNITIES 

The New Territories Committee of 
South America reports that pioneer
ing efforts being made in their go al 
areas have resulted in the enroll
ment of several new believers, thus 
forming a nucleus for new Baha'i 
CommWlities in the following places: 
Chiloe Island; Juan Fernandez Is
land, Chile; Galapagos Islands; Cook 
Islands; Dutch Guiana; British Gui
ana (two cities); Leeward Islands; 
and Windward Islands. 

Consolidation work has advanced 
through the declaration of new be
lievers In Asuncion, Paraguay; Are
quipa, Lima, and Huancayo, Peru; 
Montevideo, Uruguay; Guayaquil, 
Ecuador; Osorno, Chile; and Sao 
Paul, Brazil, according to Noticias 
Bah,;:'i Sud Americanas. 

LONCOCHE REPORTS 

SUMMER SESSIONS 

The 1956 sessions of the Interna
tional Baha'i Summer School were 
held at Loncoche. Chile, from Janu
ary 9 to 18. Attendance was divided 
almost equally between Baha'is and 
non-Baha'is. 

Two new Baha'is from Valdivia, 
Chile, were accepted into the Faith 
by the Regional Teaching Committee 

during the school, making a new 
group in Chile. 

Classes were held for two hours 
each morning and afternoon, with 
time for recreation in between. Sub
jects included .the Covenant, The 
DaumbreakeT8, The Renewal of Civi· 
Iization~ Teaching PToblems~ and the 
Guardian's Messages. 

All those attending felt it was the 

MONTEVIDEO OBSERVES 

WORLD RELIGION DAY 

The Local Spiritual Assembly of 
Montevideo, Uraguay, has reported 
that their community observed 
World Religion Day with a program 
featuring representatives of the Jew· 
ish, Christian, Mul).ammadan, and 
Baha'i Faiths. The meeting drew 54 
non~Baha'is. the largest attendance 
at a Baha'i meeting in this city. 

Saha. 'i Youth atteodiog the Italo-Swiss BaJul' i Winter Youtb Camp at La Punt
Chames, Switzerland, December 24 through .Janua",Y 2, 1'956. The mornings we1'e 
given to skiing and skating, as the sun set eady in the afternoon. A two-hour period: 
after dinner was devoted to study. Nine countries were represeDted. by the Youth 

attending, who made many contacts in the valley surrounding the camp site. 
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AMERICAN INDIANS 
"You must give great importance to teaching the Indians, thaI is, the aborigines of A.merica. For 
these .ouls are like the inMbitanls of Peninsular Arabia, who previous to t/u, Manifestatian of Hi. 
Holiness MUMmrrwd were treated as S01>tlges. But when the Muhammadic light shone forth in their 
midst, they became so illuminated tlwt they brighlened the world. Likewise, should t/u,se Indians and 
aborigine. be educaled and oblain guidance, I/u,re is no doubt tlwt through the divine teachings, 
they will become so enlightened as in turn to shed light to aU regions." 

Cherokee Reservation. North Carolina 

Here I am, with two years behind me, in this beautifu] 
countryside of western North Carolina. When I came, the 
beauty of the autumn foliage and the grandeur of the 
mountains filled me with awe, as did the deep va)]eys 
dropping suddenly from the main highway. Every curve 
in the road presented a picture. 

When I finally located a place to live on the Reserva
tion. there was probably not another place to be had by a 
white person, not employed by the government. It was 
only two rooms in a crude cabin which had been built by 
the C.C.C. But it had a sink and running water and I was 
happy in making it livable, for Baha'u'lhlh meant it for 
me. He has been with me every step of the way. and 
'Abdu'l-Baha and Shoghi Effendi have been my inspira
tion and example. 

Everywhere I went these kindly people, the first Amer
icans, spoke and smiled at me. The Reservation is a 
group of small communities several miles apart. To 
reach some of them often is difficult on account of the 
lack of transportation. The Indians have great living 
problems and need both material and spiritual help. 
There are many churches, mostly Baptist, which most 
of them attend. Several of the pastors preach in the 
Cherokee language, which makes it easier for them to 
understand. They do not grasp the meaning of much of 
our teachings for the words are unfamiliar to them. So 
I try to use very simple words as much as possible. 

A newspaper was started a few weeks ago and I have 
some of the Baha'i teachings printed about every two 
weeks, hoping to reach some of the people that way. I 
found that they have a deep reverence for God and 
religion, but I hope to bring new life and hope and the 
means of salvation and peace to these Indian brothers 
and sisters. They must be brought into the Faith for this 
is their only hope. 

My efforts here have resulted in one person accepting 
Baha'u'll;ih and it has made her happy, but it is not 
enough. I hope and pray that someone who wishes to 
please our Guardian very much will come and join me, 
a young person of 72, in this beautiful mountain country 
and together we can do many things which seem impo~
sible to me alone. God will bless that one as He has 
blessed me. 

-ETHEL MURRAY 

I am happy since I became a Baha'i. I feel everything 
has changed for me, and I feel happy everywhere I go 
... I'll try to do what I can to tell others about the 
Baha'i Faith" .. 

-MmND: FEATHER 

'Abdu'l-Baha in America's Spiritual Mission, Page 10 

Gallup, New Alexlco 

To understand the problems which have to be met 
here, one must first get a glimpse of Gallup itself. It is a 
town of ten or twelve thousand people, situated on the 
edge of the vast Navajo reservation, about thirty miles 
north of the Zuni reservation. A hundred and fifty miles 
to the northwest are the Hopis; to the East and North
east are the Acomas, the Lagunas, the Mescallera and 
Chiricahua Apaches. In the town itself Navajos, Zunis, 
Apaches, Lagunas, Zias, and other Indians mingle with 
the Slavs, Mexicans, Italians, English, Negro and Jap
anese. This is Gallup, slowly awakening to the fact that 
it has been upholding for too long the evils of a orimitive 
western frontier town - awakening to the fact that its 
Indian citizens, from which it gains most of its susten
ance, need to be protected and enlightened instead of 
being robbed and shoved back on the Reservation -
awakening to the fact that the Indians themse]ves are 
constantly becoming more and more conscious of their 
innate abilities and worth, of their desperate needs. and 
of the power which an organized peop]e has to gain its 
own ends. 

The first Baha'i pioneer in this vicinity was James 
Stone, Jr., who with his wife moved out here from 

Mrs. Minnie Feather, nrst to 

accept the Fa.ith on the 

Cherokee Reservation, North 

Caro-llna, with the youngest 

of her eight children. 
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,t =$2. 
Some of the friends at the 

first AmericaD Indian Teach-

ing- ConiereDCe a 1: the Gimlin 

Ranch, Camp Verde, Arj-

zona, November 13, 1955. 

Martinsburg, West Virginia, in December, 1953, When I 
arrived the following September to teach in a Gallup 
elementary school, I found that Jim had been hard at 
work for many months to help solve some of the many 
community and Indian problems in this area. 

Some time early last year the Gallup Indian Com
munity Center began giving lessons in speaking Navajo. 
We talked it over, and decided to take a course. We did 
not learn much Navajo, it being a difficult language to 
learn, but we did gain the friendship of our Navajo 
instructor, William Morgan, the official government 
translator at Window Rock, Arizona. He agreed to 
translate a Baha'i pamphlet into Navajo for us, This 
has now been done. 

But there were still no actual Baha'i contacts among 
the Indians. On Saturdays the Navajos swarm into 
Gallup. But after they have bought their few groceries. 
most of them stand on the street corners, or spend their 
few dollars for liquor. By Sunday many of them are in 
jail or have had wrecks on the highway. with bad 
injuries and fatalities. By Monday the rest are on their 
way back to the Reservation to their widely scattered 
hogans. 

It is evident that we need someone who can visit them 
in their homes as friends, But Jim and I both work and 
the distances are so great, Besides, before personal work 
can be done with the Indians, friendships must be 
established. 

It has become increasingly apparent that a Center, 
large enough to accommodate a number of people, would 
be of more use than a private home. So we rented a 
vacant store building. By pooling our resources we 
bought material to fix up the building. While Jim Stone 
wielded the hammer and saw, I learned to swing a mean 
paint brush. I have now given up my apartment and 
moved into the back of the Center, thus being able to 
put my rent money in on the rental of the Center itself. 

Some time in November the James Ginnetts came out 
from Washington, D. C. They are now established with 
the government offices at Window Rock, Arizona, about 
thirty miles from Gallup. With their help we have set up 
a series of weekly meetings. currently on World Reli~ 
gions. On February 11 we will begin enrolling pupils for 
our adult English classes. The Navajos are just awaken· 
ing to the fact that they need an education. Those to 
whom we have talked have shown interest in English, 
bookkeeping, typing and shorthand. Since Mr. and Mrs. 
Ginnett are both well versed in all types of office work, 
we may donate another night to these subjects if our 
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English classes work out well. The Indian needs to gain 
confidence in his ability to do things as well as other 
people, and part of our job here is to help him gain that 
self ·confidenc e. 

I regret to say that we have as yet no Indian Baha'is in 
Gallup. although last Friday we had three Indians (one 
Navajo and two Cherokee) at our meeting. But last May, 
with the help of God, a teacher on the Reservation, Hay~ 
ward Camper, embraced the Faith, and the following 
Thanksgiving his wife, Isabelle, made her declaration. 
Thus two bright Baha'i lights were placed right in the 
heart of the Reservation. These two, with the Amoz 
Gibsons, also formerly of Washington. D.C., who came 
out here to help us in Gallup but are now settled in a 
reservation school in Pinon, Arizona, make a group of 
four Baha'is in Navajo County, most of which is Indian 
reservation t 

-GRACE D...,. 

"y.,'.,t'eelt!" from Window Rock, Arlzon., 

We had intended to settle in Gallup, but this Faith has 
a way of putting you where It wants you! Jimmy first 
went to the Bureau of Indian Affairs and found no open~ 
ings. He took work with another concern but that job 
folded. He went back to the Bureau and they not only had 
a good opening, but it was here at Window Rock, capital 
or the Navajo reservation! We didn't waste any time in 
moving to our new place. We even have a wonderful 
house furnished for us here on the Reservation. It seems 
that the least difficulty we encounter is followed by many 
blessings. 

There are so many interesting things about the Navajo 
Indian, we hardly know where to begin. We are com· 
pletely fascinated with this whole experience, We are 
learning a little of the language. We are planning to 
start a Sunday school here, with the help of our little 
daughter and her new Navajo friends. 

All the Indians we have met are very friendly. As you 
probably know, most of the Navajos who are raised on 
the Reservation have had little schooling, but they are 
eager for learning. A boy who works with Jimmy has 
been a great help in making us understand a few of 
their problems, and Jimmy in tUrn is helping him with 
his English. The other day he asked Jimmy about the 
words on the side of the truck he drives. Th.ese words 
were, "Bureau of Indian Affairs. Department of In~ 
terior", He could read them. but had no idea what they 
meant. He has absolutely no idea how people live in 
cities. 
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The Tribal Council! their Congress 
is in session now. Jimmy peeked U; 
the other day. We hope to attend a 
full session some time. Of course we 
have only been here a few weeks 
but that is long enough to see th~ 
problem to be faced and to under
stand the Guardian's emphasis on 
teaching the American Indian. 

Almost anyone who can type can 
go to work on the reservation. There 
are almost always openings right 
here in Window Rock. We are so 
happy to be out here and do hope 
and pray that we may help to fur
ther the Cause among these wonder
ful people. 

-JEAN AND JIM GINNErI' 

I'illon, Arl~ona 

. Pioneering must be experienced; 
It cannot be adequately described 
but must be lived. The uncertain~ 
ties, the trials and tests, yes, even 
the failures. and of course the 
triumphs, give a new feeling of the 
presence of Bah.i'u'llah's ever-flow
ing Bounty. The manifold joys and 
blessings that the pioneer receives 
still await many hundreds of His 
followers. For has not Shoghi Ef
fendi, our beloved Guardian said 
"A veritable exodus from th~ larg~ 
cities ... must signalize the inaug. 
uration of this most intensive and 
chalIengjng phase of the Crusade 
on the home front." Among the goal 
cities one will find every type of 
climate, opportunity for work, and 
association with people of varied 
backgrounds. 

Mrs. Mary Gibson with her three chil
dren, Grace Dean, Mrs. Stone, and 
lames Stone. outside the store building 
being converted by the Gallup, New 
Mex., Baha.'is ~ a Ba.ha!i Indian Service 

Center. 

APRIL, 1956 

Newly incorporated Local Spiritua,l Assembly of HamUtoD, 
Ontario, Canada, August; 10, 1955. 

Here on the Navajo reservation 
we have met some new and different 
experiences. But we are more 
strongly impressed by the similar
ities which we believe are common 
to all mankind; a sense of pride in 
one's cultural heritage, a love for 
children, an eagerness for education, 
and a deep spirituaJ belief in a power 
far grea ter th an man himself. 

Our only regret is that we hesi
ta ted s? long, considering family. 
home, Jobs, health. Now we know 
that these matters are relatively 
unimportant. Baha 'u'llil.h takes care 
of such things. But to us He leaves 
the choice to pioneer or not. This de
cision He will nC1t make for us. And 
it is this choice that can bring such 
rich rewards, 

-AMOZ AND MARy GmsON 

From the forests and hills of east
ern reservations to the desert and 
mountain reaches of the west, God
given opportunities and responsibili. 
ties await the coming of more pio
neers. From the land of the Sioux in 
the north to the Seminole in the 
south; from the home of the Cher
okee in the east to the Apache in the 
west, there beckon unclaimed oppor· 
tunities to live among a people 
deeply loved by 'Abdu'l-Bahil, to 
serve and to teach them. The Amer~ 
ican Indian Service Committee will 
receive with grateful hearts offers 
of pioneering from those of the 
friends who arise to fulfil the destiny 
of the Indian people, and their 
own ... 

THREE ASSEMBLIES 

INCORPORATED 

Canadian BaM'i News, published 
by the National Baha'i Assembly of 
Canada, has reported that the as
semblies of Hamilton Ottawa and 
Winnipeg have been i~corporat~d so 
far this year. 

In other news items, Bah(Pi News 
reports that the E astern Ontario 
Teaching Committee sponsored a 
conference at Belleville on Novem
ber 27. At an evening public meet
ing, the theme, uA Design for Liv. 
ing," emphasized the positive effect 
the Baha'i teachings can have on our 
daily lives. 

A two-day teaching conference was 
held at ottawa on the week end of 
December 3-4. The discussion pro
gram brought out the responsibility 
of the individual to the Guardian the 
Administrative Order, the Ten.Year 
Crusade, and to the building of the 
edifice of God on earth. 

Laurentian Summer School 

The Laurentian Baha 'j Summer 
School has announced its dates for 
the coming season, July 21 to August 
5, 1956. Theme of the classes will 
be "The Development of the Indi
viduaL t

' 
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For the Baha'is arrIving early, 
there will be an informal reception 
in Foundation Hall, Wednesday eve
ning, April 25, at 8:00 p.m. 

Non-Baha'is should not be invited 
to attend the Convention. It is for be
lievers only. However, the Feast of 
Ridvan, Saturday evening, April 28, 
at 9:30 p.m., and the Baha'i Public 
Congress, Sunday evening, April 29? 
are open to the public. 

Local Spiritual Assembly of ottawa, Ontario, Canada, incor
porated .JUDe 79 1955. 

Baha'is planning to arrive a few 
days early, or to leave a few days 
after the Convention, and who are 
willing to help with various details, 
are requested to notify the Conven
tion Arrangements Committee as 
soon as possible by writing: Mrs. 
Dorothy Redson, 681 Garland Ave
nue. Winnetka, Illinois. 

ARE YOU COMING 

TO THE CONVENTION1 

Baha tj delegates and visitors plan. 
ning to attend the Convention should 
make their reservations at once. Ho.
tel reservations should be made di
rect and a deposit must accompany 
the letter. One hotel requests the full 
amount because in the past it has 
had last minute cancellations. Hotels 
in Evanston where all Baha'is are 
welcome are: 

The Evanshire Hotel, 
860 Hinman Avenue 
Single $6.50, Double, $7.50, 
Twin beds, $9.50 

The Evanston Hotel 
840 Forest Avenue 
Single (private bath) $5, Single 
(connecting bath) $4, Double 
(private bath) $6.50, 
Twin beds (private bath) $7.50 
(Remit full amount when mak
ing reservation) 

The North Shore Hotel 
1611 Chicago Avenue 

Single $6 and $7, Double $8.50 
and $9.50 (T.V.) 
Twin beds $9 and $10 

Delegates and visitors wishing ac
commodations in private hames 

should send their request for reser
vations to: 

Mrs. Priscilla Hassan 
1244 Maple Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 

or to 

Mrs. Edna Coleman 
1227 Leon Place 
Evanston, Illinois 

Delegates and visitors are asked 
to bring current identification cards 
with them and to present them on 
registration. 

INDIAN COMMITTEE 

PLANS LIBRARY 
The American Indian Service Com

mittee is assembling and building a 
reference library of authenticated 
and recent books on major tribes of 
American Indians. 

The committee will be glad to re
ceive books or authoritative litera· 
ture whi ch would be of help to pro
spective pioneers in this field. 

Those teaching, or preparing to 
teach, in this pioneer field should ad
dress requests for loans of these 
books or literature to the librarian, 
Mrs. Janet N. Ward, 14 Palmcroft 
Drive, Tempe, Ariz. 

Loea] Spiritual Assembly 01. Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada., 
Incorporated August 26, 1955. 
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The first Local Spiritual Assembly of Wicblta, K&nsas, elected 
Aprn %1, 1955. 

OPPORTUNITIES WAITING 
IN SERVICE TO BLIND 

The Committee on Baha'i Service 
to the Blind reports that total sales 
of their literature have decreased, 
despite the added impetus of the Ten
Year World Crusade and increased 
teaching activity throughout the 
Baha'i world. 

They believe that, if the Baba'is 
were better informed of the services 
of this special agency for teaching 
the blind, more souls could be at
tracted to the Faith of Bahit'u'lliih. 

The importance of the services of 
this committee is emphasized in the 
following facts: 

1. The Baha'i Service for the Blind 
is a National Committee appointed 
by the National Spiritual Assembly 
for the purpose of preparing and dis
tributing Baha'i literature for the 
blind. 

2. Baha'i literature for the blind is 
published according to the high 
standards set by the Library of Con
gress. The transcribing, therefore, 
must also conform to prescribed 
standards. 

3. The b lind ones can see the truth 
in the Baha'i Teachings, provided 
you or I point the way. 

4. Higher institutions of learning 
receive with each successive year 
more blind students. How can their 
hunger for truth be satisfied, unless 
they know where to find it? 

5. Librarians report an increasing 
demand from their blind patrons for 
n;ligious reading matter. 

6. Offered are introductory pam
phlets, attractively prepared, at rea
sonable cost: 

Baha'i Teach.ings JOT a 
World Faith .. $1.25 

Prophecy F~dfil!oed '" . _ ..... ,. 1.25 
World Orde-r Through 

WOTld Faith ............ _. _ . 

The Mission of Balui'u'IUih 
Communion wit.'l God 

(Complete list upon request) 

.. . 1.25 
1.80 

.75 

In order to acquaint and encourage 
you to think of your blind friends, or 
venture to find some, this Committee 
offers a package of the above list 
(purchased singly amOlUlting to 
$6.30) for $5.00, plus postage. 

It is suggested that local Spiritual 
Assemblies might include in their 
announcements at Feasts, public 
meetings, and firesides, the fact 
that Baha'i reading materials for the 
blind are available and always ready 
to be put into service. 

Address orders and inquiries to: 
Baha'i Service for the Blind 
842 N. Hayworth Avenue 
Los Angeles 46, Calif. 

SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED 
AT MACY RESERVATION 

The American Indian Service Com
mittee reports that there are vacan~ 
des in the grade schools in Thurston 
County, Nebraska, the location of the 
Macy Indian Reservation. 

This is an opportWlity for teachers 
to pioneer in the most important In
dian Service area in the country. 

APRIL, 1956 

"BE A HERALD OF GOD" 

It is my desire that His Holiness 
Baha'ullah shall be pleased with 
you; that you may follow His pre~ 
cepts and become worthy of His con
firmations. The requirements are 
that your minds must be illumined, 
your souls must be rejoiced with the 
glad tidings of God, you must be
come imbued with spiritual morali
ties, your daily life must evidence 
faith and assurance, your hearts 
must be sanctified and pure, reft.ect
ing a high degree of love and attrac~ 
tion toward the kingdom of El Abha. 
You must become the lamps of 
Baha'ulUth so that you may shine 
with eternal light and be the proofs 
and evidences of His truth. Then will 

such signs of purity and chastity be 
witnessed in your deeds and actions 
that men will behold the heavenly 
radiance of your lives and say "Ver~ 
ily ye are the proofs of Baba:u'llah. 
Verily Baha'u'IIa.h is the true one for 
He has trained such souls as these 
each one of whom is a proof in him
self." They will say to others "Come 
and witness the conduct of these 
souls; come and listen to their 
words, behold the illumination of 
their hearts, see the evidences of the 
love of God in them, consider their 
praiseworthy morals and discover 
the foundations of the oneness of 
humanity firmly implanted within 

them. What greater proof can there 
be than these people that the mes
sage of Baha'u l l1.ih is Truth and 
Reality?" 

It is my hope that each one of you 
shall be a herald of God, proclaim. 

ing the evidences of His appearance 
in words, deeds and thoughts. Let 
your actions and utterances be a wit
ness that you are of the Kingdom of 
Baha'u'llab. These are the duties en· 
joined upon you by Baha'u'l1ah. 

'Abdu'l~Baha from Promulgation of 
Universal Peace. 
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YOUTH COLLEGE BUREAU 
POLLS STUDENTS 

The College Bureau, recently or
ganized by the National Baha'i 
Youth Committee, is distributing a 
UCollege Questionnaire" to aU Baha'i 
Youth attending colleges. 

When the listing of all colleges at
tended by Baha'is is completed, it 
will be published to assist others in 
the selection of a school where they 
can be of assistance to the Faith. 

Youth who have not received a 
copy of this Questionnaire should 
write to Ken Kalantar. 3 Seminary 
Place, New Brtmswick, N.J. 

COLLEGE ACTIVITIES 
Baha'i Youth are now recognized 

members of the Religious Council at 
Arizona State College at Flagstaff, 
Arizona. The Youth are now prepar
ing material for use in the Inter
Faith activities on the campus. This 
Baha'i Youth group represents the 
only other religion besides Christian
ity at the college. 

During Brotherhood Week, a group 
of Ashland College students and 
adults met at the home of Mrs. 
Bertha Harman. Ashland, Ohio. 
There was also an Intercalary Days 
party at Fred Morey' 5 home in 
Mansfield, Ohio. 

At the annual three-day religious 
forum at Smith College, Northhamp
ton, Mass., many houses held dis
cussions on the theme "Religion and 
the Modern Mind." Iradj Sabet, of 
Harvard, led the discussion at Nor
throp House, giving the Baha'i view
point. 

"The BaM'i Faith and Religious 
Liberty" was the subject of the 
World Religion Day observance at 
the College of Wooster, Wooster, 
Ohio. 

Excellent preparation was made 
by Tim Rost for bringing the Baha'i 
Faith to the campus of the Univer
sity of Arkansas during the Religious 
Emphasis Week. As a resu1t Dr. 
David Ruhe of Kansas City address
ed eight class and seminar sessions, 
ga ve a radio talk and attended 
several informal sessions. Following 
this Dr. Rube appeared on a panel 
at Park College and attended other 
campus meetings during Religious 
Emphasis Week due to groundwork 
laid by Connie Uehner. 

LITERATURE DISTRIBUTED 
IN BUITE BUS STATION 

The Baha'i Group of Butte t Mon
tana has completed a report on its 
first year's experience with a litera
ture ca binet placed in the local bus 
station. 

About 75 pamphlets and leaflets 
are stocked in the cabinet, and a 
daily check is made to keep the dis
play tidy, and to replenish the supply 
of literature. In the first year of op
eration, 3113 pieces were taken. Over 
a dozen titles were stocked during 
the year; the most popular proved 
to be Baha'i Teachings for a World 
Faith. 

The project had the prior approval 
of the National Spiritual Assembly. 
In the words of the Butte Group, the 
cabinet "is a silent teacher on duty 
24 hours of each day, every day of 
the year. tt 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

"Journey to the Temple," a sound 
film in color made by Edmund Dover 
of Maui, Hawaii, during his visit to 
Wilmette in 1954, has been shown to 
the friends of Maui and Honolulu. 

Maui also reports a monthly 15 
minute radio broadcast over station 
KMVI, and a weekly newspaper col
umn on the Faith in the Maui News. 

An average of 70 pieces of litera
ture ha ve been dis tri buted each week 
to public display boxes in the rail
road station, bus depots, and hotels 
by the Anchorage, Alaska, commu
nity. 
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The Memphis, Tenn., community. 
which opened a Baha'i Center Jast 
October, reports the joy of having a 
home of their own has stimulated 
attendance at meetings, and has 
brought the commlUlity closer to
gether. They n ow hold regular open 
meetings that include a Sunday De
votional Hour, a study class, and a 
Children'S Hour, beside the usual 
Baha'i meetings. 

Albuquerque, N. Mex., Baha'i Chil
dren's Class teacher, Mrs. Vada Al
len, has been chosen HTeacher of the 
Year" in the New Mexico public 
school system. 

A Braille edition of The Hidden 
Wortls, offered to the library of the 
San Francisco Blind Center, has been 
gratefully accepted. This book was 
donated by the San Francisco com
munity. 

Anchorage, Alaska, sponsored a 
party for a group of Eskimo dancers 
from Nome, King Island, and Little 
Diomede Island, who presented their 
native dances at the annual Anchor
age Fur Rendezvous. The party in
cluded an inform al lunch and group 
games, which the Eskimos thor
oughly enjoyed. This is the second 
year that such a party was given for 
these Eskimo visitors. 

The Anchorage Recording District 
was host to the Anchorage commu
nity and their contacts on February 
25, with an Intercalary Party. 

DO YOU HAVE PHOTOGRAPHS OR NEWS 
... of the achievement of a World Crusade goal, the formation of a 

new assembly or its incorporation, an Area Conference, a Summer 
School session, teaching activiiy among the Indians and Eskimos, mag
azine, newspaper and radio publicity, or work with other organizations 
that brings recognition to the Faith? 

BA.II.A.'f NEWS is anxious to print those pictures or stories, and share 
them with all the friends. Don't delay t Timeliness is important. Our 
deadline is the first of the month preceding the month of issue. 

Photographs we receive cannot be returned; they are sent to The 
Baha'i Wor~d Editorial Committee, so you have two opportunities for 
publication. 

We need your help to make BAHA'i NEWS the outstanding magazine 
desired by the Guardian and our National Assembly. Our address is: 

BAHA'i NEWS Editorial Committee 
110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 
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MONTHLY REPORT ON WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 

Third Year National Baha', Fund 1955-1956 

Where we should be 
$483,000 

A. of March 15, 1956 

Where we are 
$328,000 

Total Budget for Entire Year ........... . . ..................... $550,000.00 
(Average Monthly Requirement. ......... , . $46,000.00 

Monthly receipts to date: 
May 1-15. . . .. $ 
May 15 - June 15 
June 15 - July 15 ... 
July 15 - Aug_ 15 . 
Aug_ 15 - Sept_ 15 
Sept. IS-Oct. 15 . 

15,500.00 
22,500_00 
23,500_00 
19,500.00 
37,000.00 
39,500.00 

Accumulated deficit as of March 15, 1956 

AREA NEWS BULLETINS 

The Baha'i United Nations Com
mittee sponsored a meeting at Green. 
wich, Conn., on February 5, with Nor. 
man Cousins speaking on the impor
tance of unity in the world, it has 
been reported in the Area Buttetin 
for the New England States. Also re
ported was an Area Conference held 
at the Boston, Mass., Center on Feb
ruary 19. The theme of the meeting 
was "A Blessing in Disguise." Iradj 
Sabet told of his recent visit to fran, 
during the persecutions of the 
B aha' is there. 

The South Atlantic States Area Bul
letin gives details of a group meet-

Oct. 15 - Nov. 15 40,000.00 
Nov. 15 - Dec. 15 27,000.00 
Dec. 15 - Jan. 15 , 40,500.00 
Jan. 15 - Feb. 15 28,000.00 
Feb. 15 - Mar. 15 35,000_00 

Total. , $328,000.00 

$155,000.00 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSElVIBLY 

ing at the State College (A & M) at 
Orangeburg, S.C., arranged by a 
BahaJi who is a history teacher there. 
A second meeting was held at the 
Baptist Church there, with the co
operation of the pastor, who has vis
ited the House of Worship in Wil
mette. This Area Bunetin also states 
that Greenville, S.C., "joyfully re
ports a new believer," and that the 
Orlando, Fla., Baha'is met with 
members of the local Theosophi. 
cal Society. with great interest 
shown .in the BahitJi literature pre
sented. A "very successful" World 
Religion Day meeting is reported for 
Tampa, Fla. with 42 people attend
ing, one-third of them non-Baha'IS. 

APRIL. 1956 

The Area Bulletin for the North
western States lists cities in their 
area that held public meetings for 
World Religion Day: CorvaHis, Eu
gene, Salem, Olympia, Tacoma, 
Kirkland, Everett, Bellingham, Ya. 
kima, Lewiston, and Grangevil1e. 

A Teaching Conference for the 
South Central States was held at 
Springfield, Mo .• on February 25-26, 
it is announced by their Area BuUe~ 
tin. "World Brotherhood Through 
World Faith" was the theme of 
the conference. The Bulletin also re
ports that Kansas Baha'i Youth are 
holding monthly meetings in Em
poria. 

Silver Spring, Md., used Valentine 
Day as an opportunity to proclaim 
the Faith to neighborhood children, 
according to the A rea Bulletin for the 
Central Atlantic States. Valentine 
cards not only told the story of St. 
Valentine, but used quotations from 
the Bible, and from The Hidden 
Words of Baha'u'I1ah. 

Pueblo, Colo., (goal city) now lists 
eight Baha'is in the community. and 
hopes for the enrollment of several 
others to attain Assembly status by 
April, it is reported in the Rocky 
Mountain States Bulletin. Pueblo has 
a contact who is part Cherokee. They 
conduct weekly classes on the Faith, 
and have given a talk to a local youth 
organization. 

The Southwestern States Area 
Teaching Committee has issued an 
eight~page special edition of their 
Bulletin titled "Suggestions on Teach
ing." It is compiled from reports of 
the ccmierences held in that area in 
October. 1955, and is excellently pre· 
pared. 

Baha'is of Mississippi attended a 
meeting at Jackson, Miss., on Feb~ 
ruary 26. on the subject of the Cove~ 
nant and Administration. The BuUe
tin for the Tennessee Valley States 
also reports that the Public Library 
in Nashville, Tenn., had a book dis
play of the books of various religions_ 
The exhibit was suggested by the 
Baha'is, and their list of books was 
used for the display t as well as the 
large poster, "Some Living Re
ligions. " 

The North Central States Area Bul
letin lists the goal cities for their 
area: Grand Forks, Bismark, and 
Minot, N. Dak., Rapid City, S. Dak. 
and Lincoln, Ne'b. 
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Group attending a You01 Conference at tbe Bahi'i House of 
WorsbJp, Wiln1.ette, on .January 7--8. 1956, representing the 

CeDtral and East Central Sta1es. 

BAH),.'I WORLD VOLUME XII 

The Baha'i World, Volume XII, 
is now in production and the present 
schedule calls for completion in 
June, 195ft Based on estimates of 
the final cost, the price of this his
toric volume will be $15.00 per copy. 

This volum e will contain many 
items which the believers will 
greatly treasure. The Guardia'n has 
personally prepared certain maps, 
and there are also photographs of 
the Hands of the Cause, the Inter
continental Conferences, and other 
valuable materials of all of the his
toric events of the period 195()'1954, 
including the various centenary ob
servances and the launching of the 
World Crusade. 

The National Assembly is greatly 
pleased with the number of advance 
orders for this volume already re~ 

ceived by the BaM'! Publishing 
Trust. The accompanying $5.00 de
posits have been helpful in meeting 
the initial expenses of production. 
$ince this will be a limited edition, 
the National Assembly bopes that the 
friends who wish to be assured of 
receiving their copies will continue 
to send in their orders and deposits 
and thus be guaranteed delivery as 
soon as the book is off the press. 

SETS OF BAHA'i WORLD NOW 
COMPRISE SEVEN VOLUMES 

Volumes II and III of The Baha', 
World are no longer available. This 
means that a "set" of Baha'i World 
volumes now is comprised of seven 
volumes only-IV, V, VI, VIII, IX. 
X, and XI. All seven volumes can 
be purchased, postpaid, for the price 
0' ~40.00. (If shipped outside the 
U.S. and its possessions, the price 
is $43.50, postpaid). This "set" may 
also be purchased on an installment 
plan, (within the U. S. only) deta ils 
of which are available from tbe Pul>
lishing Trust. Individual prices on 
the volumes remain the same as 
listed in the 1955-56 Literature Cata
log. 

"STORY SUPPLEMENT" VALUABLE 
CHILD TEACHING MATERIAL 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
recommends the Story Supplement 
for God Passes By as a source of 
good teaching and story material for 
children and junior youth. 

It includes intimate stories from 
the lives of the Founders of the 
Faith, and a map of their journeys. 
This compilation is drawn from 
many sources, including the Diary 
01 Mahn,,'d. The price is $1.00 per 
copy, available from Baha'i Publish
ing Trust, 110 Linden A venue, Wil
mette, illinois. 
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Heart of the Gospel. George Town
shend. The paperbound edition of 
this title, out of print for over a year, 
is now available at the former price 
of $1_25. The clothbound edition is 
temporarily out of print in England 
but will be available shortly. Orders 
are being recorded for future de~ 
livery. 

OUT OF STOCK ITEMS 

To Be Reprinted 
The Books of God Are Open_ By E. S. 
Campbell. This title will be tempo
rarily out of stock. pending decision 
of the National Assembly concern
ing revisions and expansion of this 
work. 

The Chosen Highway. By Lady 
Blomfield. A new printing of this 
book of spoken chronicles of Bahiy
yih Khanum and other members of 
the Holy Family, stories of 'Abdul 1-
Baha in London and in Paris, and 
letters and documents of early be
lievers, will be made. 

Note: Orders will be recorded on 
above titles and later an
nouncements made in this de
partment. 

OUT OF PRINT 

Discontinued Titles 
My Reli~ious Faith_ By Bernard 
Leach. The limited supply of this 
pampblet received by the Publishing 
Trust for distribution has now been 
used, and a new supply is not antici
pated. 

Two. Roads We Face. By Wm. Ken~ 
neth Christian. 

Children's literature 
A number of children's titles that 
have been carried for several years 
are either out of stock or very low in 
supply. At present the Child Educa
tion Committee is reviewing the 
items in order to make suggestions 
regarding the future needs of these 
materials or changes that may be 
made. Pending these .suggestions, 
and the final decisions - of the N a
tional Assembly, the following items 
will not be available: Baha'i Prin
ciph~s For ChHdren, Comprehensive 
Study Outline lor Children, A Jun
ior's Book Of Rehgion, Children's 
Study Course fOT Bahd':u'Ucih and The 
New Era. 

-
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FEAS'IS 

April !i-Jalill (Glory) 
April 28-Jamal (Beauty) 

HOLY DAYS 

April 21-May 2--Feast of Ri<;\vim 
(Declaration of Baha'u'llah) 

April 21-First day of Ridvan 
(about 3:00 P.M.) 

April 2!i-Nintb day of Ri<;\van 
May 2-Twelfth day of Ri<;\van 

Boo 'f NATIONAL CONVENTION 

April 26-29 

NATIONAL SPIRITITAL ASSEMBLY MEETING 

April 25 

HAVE YOU MOVED RECENTLY? 
DID YOU MISS ONE OR TWO 
ISSUES OF BAHA'I NEWS? 
Perhaps tbese two facts go 

hand-in-hand. If you are a mem
ber of a commlUlity - and con
templating a change of address 
-be sure to notify your Local 
Assembly secretary immediate
ly. 

If you are isolatedt send this 
information directly to the Na
tional Baha'i Office 112 Linden 
Avenue, Wilmette, Ill. 

YOUT prompt cooperation is 
necess ary to keep the address 
files of the National Baba'i Of
fice up to date and accura te~ 

BAHA'; HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

Visiting hours 

Weekdays and Saturdays: 
1:00-4:00 P.M. 
(the Auditorium will be open) 

Sundays: 10:30 A.M.-5:oo P.M. 
(the en tire bUilding will be open) 

Service of Worship: Sunday at 3 :30 
P.M., lasting until 4:15. 

"Glory be 'Unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gathered under the 
shadow of Thy mercy and they are 

united through Thy favor and generosity. 

o Lord! ASsist them in this Thy world 
and Thy Kingdom and destine for them 
every good through Thy bounty and 
gra.ce ... n 

-BAH.!'tr'LLA.a 

Tucson, Arizona: Mrs. Dorothy K. Emick 
to Mr. Graham Stewart on January 
22. 1956. 

Chicago, Illinois: Miss Eleanor Kelsey 
to Mr. Robert Metz on February 9, 
1956. 

Westchester. Pennsylvania: Mrs. Jane 
Lear Talley to Mr. Russel Ernet 
Bashore on February 25, 19.56. 

BAHA'I DIRECTORY CHANGES 
Colorado 

APRIL, 195& 

"Death. f)Toffereth unto every ccmfi. 
dent beHever the cup that is Ufe indeed. 
It bestoweth joy, and is the bearer of 
gladness. It con/eTreth the gift of ever. 
lasting life/' 

Mr. Tim Reeves 
Chicago. Dlinois 
November. 1955 

Mrs. Lucretia J. Flett 
Port Chester, New York 
December 7, 1955 

Mrs. Thyra Simonsen 

-BAHA.'U'r..LA.H 

San Bernardino, California 
December 13, 1955 

Mrs. Zorayeh Hutchinson 
Los Angeles. California 
February 4, 1956 

Mr. Carl C. King 
Washington. D.C. 
February 9, 1956 

Miss Bertha L. Herklotz 
North QuinCY, Massachusetts 
February 12, 1956 

Mrs. Margie Peliske 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
February 13, 1958 

Mrs. Shawkat 'Ali Faraju'llah 
Tripoli 
February 15. 1956 

Mrs. Deborah Gibson 
Washington. D.C. 
February 16, 1956 

Mrs. Marian Snyder 
West Chester, Pennsylvania 
February 20. 1956 

Mrs. Helen M. Bellows Ray 
Brattleboro, Vermont 
February 27, 1956 

Mr. A1bert Windust 
Chicago, IlHnois 
March 9, 1956 

AREA TEA.CRING COMMI'I"I'EE 

ATC For Central Atlantic States 
Miss Louise .Tackson, Secretary, 1402 L Street, N.W., Apt. 4, 

Washington, D. C. 
ATC For Tennessee Valley States 

Denver: Miss Gwili Posey. 2290 So. Pine, Apt. 730. zone 10 
Jefferson County: Mrs. Doris Kirkham, Secy. pro tern, 1355 

Brentwood St., Lakewood 

Mrs. Louise B. Matthias, Secretary. 636 South 39th St., 
Birmingham. Alabama. 

ASSEMBLY SECRE'IARlES 

California 
Beverly Hills: Miss Mary Ellen Reese, 439 N. Bedford Dr., 

Apt 14. 

Illinois 
Springfield; Mrs. Anna K. Jurgens, 3221h: N. 13th Street 

New Hampshire 
Portsmouth: Mrs. Carroll S. Gobbi, Secy. pro tern, 30 

Parker St. 

BAHA'! NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly at the Baha'is at the United States as a news organ report:inc' 
current activities 01' the Bah,'j World Community. 

Reports. plans. news items and photographs at general interest are requested from national committees and local assembllel 01 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies ot other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first da,. of the month 
preceding the date of issue tor which it is intended. 

BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an anTlually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1955-56: Mrs. Eunice Braun, 
Miss Charlotte Linfoot, Richard Thomas. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue. Wilmette. DlinOis. U.S.A. 
Change of address sbould be reported directly to National Baha'i Office. 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette. Illinois. U.S.A. 



NO. 303 BAHA'I YEAR 113 MAY, '956 

THE GUARDIAN'S MESSAGE 

TO THE FORTY·EIGHTH ANNUAL SAHA 1 CONVENTION 

The triumphant termination of the 
second phase of the decade-long 
global Spiritual Crusade on which 
the followers of the Faith of Baha· 
'u'llah have so auspiciously ema 
barked impels me to share with the 
delegates assembled at the Annual 
Baha'i Conventions convened in all 
the continents of the globe the feel· 
ings of joy, of pride and of thank
fulness which so significant a vic
tory has evoked in my heart. 

A Remarkable Victory 

The year that has just ended-a 
year which posterity cannot fail to 
regard as one of the most eventful 
and challenging in the annals of the 
Formative Age of the Baha'i Dis
pensation-bas been overshadowed, 
in the course of its opening months, 
by a sudden and highly menacing 
crisis in the fortunes of this Faith, 
a crisis which, though as yet not 
fully resolved, has already led to a 
remarkable victory over the com
bined forces of its traditional adver. 
saries in the land of its birth, who, 
for more than a century, have 
plotted assiduously to disrupt its 
foundations, tarnish its glory and ex
tinguish its light. A long· abused, 
down-trodden, sorely tried commu
nity, constituting the overwhelming 
majority of Baha'u)llah's followers, 
subjected recently to the strain and 
stress of a violent recrudescence of 
persecution, which was marked 
throughout by intense villification, 

intimidation, spoliation, expulsion? 
arson, rape, and m urd er, ha s 
emerged triumphant from yet an
other gruelling experience - a test
ing period of exceptional severity
its unity unbroken, its confidence re
inforced, its prestige considerably 
enhanced, its fame noised abroad to 
an unprecedented degree, its admin
istrative agencies Wlshaken, its en
dowments unimpaired, and the grim, 
boastful and reiterated threats of 
its sworn enemies to outlaw it 
through formal legislative action, 
confiscate its property, demolish its 
edifices, imprison and deport its 
members, and extirpate it, root and 
branch, in the native land of its 
Founder unenforced. 

Progressive Unfoldment of the 
Ten-year Crusade 

Simultaneous with this marvel
lous, awe-inspiring interposition of 
Providence, at this critical stage in 
the mysterious evolution and the re
sistless progress of God's infant 
Faith in the land of its birth, 
towards the two shining goals of 
complete emancipation from the 
shackles of religious orthodoxy and 
of state recognition, an equally sig
nificant development can be noted, 
during the last twelve-month, in the 
progressive unfoldment, beyond the 
confines of this storm-tossed land, 
and stretching to the farthest cor· 
ners of the earth, of the Ten-Year 
Plan, nOw entering upon the third, 

and what promises to be the most 
brilliant, phase in its execution. 

This world-encompassing enter
prise, embarked upon, three years 
ago, on the occasion of the world
wide celebrations commemorating 
the centenary of the birth of the 
Mission of the Founder of our Faith 
has, in all phases of its operation: 
throughout five continents, as well 
as the islands of the seas, gathered 
swift momentum, and is demonstrat
ing, in both its territorial and insti
tutional aspects, a vitality, and has 
registered successes, that have far 
exceeded the expectations of even 
the most sanguine among its pro
moters. 

The nurn ber of localities into 
which the light of this unconquer· 
able Faith, now radiating the splen
dor of its glory over the face of the 
planet, ha s pen etra ted, h as swelled 
to well nigh thirty~seven hundred 
marking an increase of almost fiv~ 
hundred in the course of a single 
year. The number of Sovereign 
States and Chief Dependencies in
cluded within its pale, which multi
plied with such amazing swiftness 
during the opening year of this 
World-Crusade, has now risen to two 
hundred and forty-seven through the 
arrival of the Knights of Baha'u'llab 
Udai Narain Singb, Frank Wyss and 
Daniel Haumont, in Tibet, in Cocos 
Island and Loyalty Islands, respec· 
tively, as well a s through the open· 
ing of Laos and Cambodia and of 
the Islands of Pemba, Fernando Po, 
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Trinidad and Corisco - territories 
not included in the provisions of the 
Ten·Year Plan, - and as a result of 
information recently received indi~ 
eating the presence of a few believ
ers in the Soviet Republics of 
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. The 
number of local Spiritual Assemblies 
now functioning throughout the 
length and breadth of the Baha'i 
World exceeds nine hundred. Every 
single country listed In the Plan 
within the confines of every contin
ent of the globe, with the exception 
of those within the Soviet Orbit, are 
now opened to the Faith. All islands 
figuring in that Plan, over seventy in 
number, situated in the Pacific, the 
Atlantic, and the Indian Oceans, in 
the Mediterranean and the North 
Sea, have, likewise been opened ex
cept Nicobar Islands, Chagos Archi
pelago, Hainan Island. Sakhalin 
Island. Spitzbergen and Anticosti 
Island. The number of the islands 
of the globe to which the Message of 
Baha'u'llah has been carried since 
its inception now totals ninety ·eight. 
In the Pacific Ocean alone the num
ber of opened territories is now over 
forty, while the number of localities 
where Baha'is reside exceeds one 
hundred and seventy. The number 
of languages into which Baha'i liter
a ture has been and is being trans
lated has now reached one hundred 
and ninety, no less than thirty ·four 
of which are to be regarded as sup· 
plementary to those included in the 
provisions of the Plan. 

Fast-awakening Continent of Africa 

In the Continent of Africa and in 
its neighboring islands, in both the 
Atlantic and the Indian Oceans, the 
number of the avowed supporters of 
the F ai th has passed the three tho u
sand mark; over two thousand five 
hundred of whom belong to the Ne
gro race. The number of terri tOTies 
opened to the Faith in that fast
awakening continent and its neigh
boring islands has risen to fifty
eight, while the number of localities 
where Baha'is reside is over four 
hundred. The number of tribes rep
resented in the Baha'i Community 
is now over one hundred and forty, 
the number of local Assemblies al· 
ready established is over one hun· 
dred and twenty, and the number 
of languages into which Baha.'i lit
erature has been and is being trans
lated exceeds fifty. 

Forty-three National Hazlratu'l-Quds 
The number of incorporated As

semblies, both local and national, in 
various continents of the globe, has 
been raised to one hundred and 
sixty-eight, the latest additions be. 
ing the Italo·Swiss National Spiritual 
Assembly and the Local Spiritual 
Assemblies of Brussels, Tokyo, Liv. 
erpool, Hamilton, Winnipeg, Quincy, 
Basel, Zurich, Geneva, Heidelberg, 
Buenos Aires, Saigon~ Suva, Ma· 
lacca and Addis Ababa. The num
ber of National e:a?iratu'l-Quds, the 
precursors of Baha'I National Spirit. 
ual Assemblies, acquired in the capiw 
tals and leading cities of North, Cen
tral and South America, of the goal 
countries of Europe, of Africa, Asia 
and Australasia, and of several is
lands of the globe, has reached forty
three, involving the expenditure of 
over half a million dollars, amply 
compensating for the seizure and oc· 
cupation of the National Administra
tive Headquarters of the Faith and 
the demolition of its dome by the 
military authorities in the Persian 
capital. 

Temple Sites and Endowments 

Land for ten Temple sites has 
moreover been acquired at a cost of 
no less than one hundred thousand 
dollars, while negotiations are well 
advanced for the acquisition of the 
one remaining Temple site to be pur
chased in the Swedish capital. In no 
less than thirty of the fifty-one COun
tries listed .in the Ten-Year Plan, 
National Baha'i endowments esti~ 
mated as having a value of one hun· 
dred thousand dollars have been ac· 
quired, outstanding among them be~ 
Ing the Maxwell Home honored by 
the presence of 'Abdu'I·Baha while 
in Montreal, which has been trans
ferred by the Hand of the Cause 
'Amatu'I-Baha. to the Canadian Na
tional Spiritual Assembly_ Efforts 
are moreover being strenuously ex
erted for the establishment of simi
lar endowments in the twenty-one 
remaining cOWltries. Following the 
completion and adoption of the de· 
sign for the first Ma'l.9riqu'I-A<!!Jkitr 
in the cradle of the Faith, steps have 
been taken for the preparation of no 
less than three additional designs, 
one for the Temple scheduled to be 
erected in the heart of the European 
Continent, another for the one to be 
erected in the neat future in the 
Mrican Continent, and the third for 

... AY_ 195& 

the one contemplated for Austral
asia, paving the way thereby in each 
of the remaining continents of the 
globe for the erection of a House to 
be consecrated to the worship of the 
one true God, and to the glory and 
honor of His Messenger for this Day. 

Devel~pment of Baha', World Center 

In the Holy Land, the center and 
pivot round which the divinely ap
pointed, fast multiplying institutions 
of a ~ world-encircling, resistlessly 
marching Faith revolve, the double 
process, so noticeable in recent 
years, involving a rapid decline in 
the fortunes of the breakers of 
Baha'u'llah's Covenant and proclaim
ing the rise of the institutions of its 
World Administrative Center, in the 
shadow of His Shrine, has been ac
celerated on the one hand, through 
the death, in miserable circum
stances, of the treacherous and rna. 
lignant Majid'd·Din, the last survi
vor of the principal instigators of 
the rebellion against the Will of the 
Founder of our Faith, and, on the 
other, through the laying of the 
foundation, and the erection of some 
of the pillars, of the facade and of 
the northern side of the Interna
tional Baha'i Archives - the first of 
the major edifices destined to con
stitute the seat of the World Baha '{ 
Administrative Center to be estab
lished on Mt. Carmel. No less than 
thirty of the fifty-two pillars, each 
over seven meters high, of this im
posing and strikingly beautiful 
edifice have already been raised. 
whilst half of the ntne hundred 
tons of stone ordered in Italy 
for its construction have already 
been safely delivered at the Port of 
Haifa. A contract, moreover, for 
over fifteen thousand dollars has 
been placed with a tile factory in 
Utrecht for the manufacture of over 
seven thousand green tiles designed 
to cover the five hundred square 
meters of the roof of the building. 

Coincident with these building op
erations an extensive plot, adjoining 
the resting·place of the Greatest 
Holy Leaf has, after protracted and 
difficult negotiations, been pur· 
chased for the sum of one hundred 
thousand dollars, for the purpose of 
extending and safeguarding, on the 
one hand, the area of the interna
tional Baha'i endowments on Mt. 
Carmel, and of providing, on the 
other, the much needed space for 
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the extension and completion of the 
far-flung arc around which the edi
fices of the World Baha'i Adminis
trative Order are to be built. The 
recently acquired area surrounding 
the holiest Shrine in the Baha'i 
World and its appointed Qiblih in 
the plain of 'Akka has been further 
extended through the purchase from 
the Development Authority of the 
State of Israel of a dilapidated 
house, situated south of the Mansion 
and blessed by the presence of 
'Abdu-I-Baha and in which He was 
wont to receive His friends, 
amongst them the first party of 
western Baha'i pilgrims to arrive in 
the Holy Land after the passing of 
Baha'u'llah. To these latest acquisi
tions must be added the purchase of 
another plot situated in the neigh
borhood of the Bab's Sepulchre and 
adjoining the area surrounding the 
future seat of the World Baha'i Ad
ministrative Order I raising thereby 
the total area of the international 
Baha'i endowments in the Holy Land 
to over four hundred thousand 
square meters. Furthermore, the 
necessary formalities have been 
completed .in connection with the 
purchase of the site of the future 
Ma@riqu'I-A<!J!kar on Mt. Carmel, 
while the transfer of the title deeds 
of recently acquired plots to the 
name of the Israel branches of the 
United States, the British, the Per
sian, the Canadian and Australian 
Baha'i National Spiritual Assem
blies is being expeditiously carried 
out. 

Events in the United State. 

In the United States of America, 
the home of the champion-builders 
of a fast-evolving Order, an official 
invitation was extended to the 
Baha'i Community by the San Fran
cisco Council of Churches to send 
representatives to attend a Service 
of Prayer for Peace and Divine 
Guidance to the United Nations, an 
invitation to which the Community 
warmly responded. At this inter-re
ligious gathering, held in the Cow 
Palace in San Francisco, the birth. 
place of the Charter of the United 
Nations, which united nearly sixteen 
thousand people in worship and si
lent prayers, and at which govern
ment leaders, among them the 
United States Secretary of State, 
were present, the voice of the Baha'i 
representative was the first to be 

raised, reciting a prayer revealed 
by Baha'u'l1ah, after whom a prayer 
was read by each of the representa
tives of the Christian, the Muslim, 
the Jewish, the Hindu, and the Bud
dhist Faiths, all of whom were simi
larly invited to participate in that 
immense and historic gathering. A 
prayer revealed by 'Abdu'l·Baha for 
America was presented by the 
elected national representatives of 
the United States Baha'i Community 
to President Eisenhower, who 
acknowledged its receipt in warm 
terms and above his Own signature. 

Other Victories and Achievements 

Nor should mention be omitted in 
this brief survey of Baha1i victor
ies and achievements in the course 
of the closing year of the second 
phase of the Ten-Year Plan of the 
establishment of a Baha'I Publishing 
Trust in India; of the establishment 
of over thirty new centers and fif
teen Assemblies in India, Pakistfm 
and Burma; of the purchase of some 
of the holy sites blessed by the foot
steps of Baha'u'l];ih in Adrianople, 
the Land of Mystery and the scene 
of the proclamation of His Message; 
of the holding of the first Baha'i 
Summer School in Central Africa, in 
Kobuka, Uganda, attended by about 

one hundred African and white be
lievers and representatives of no less 
than twenty-eight Baha'i local As
semblies; of the convocation of the 
first historic All-France Teaching 
Conference, the first fruit of the com
bined labors of the believers of about 
thirty centers already established 
throughout the length and breadth of 
that country; of the setting apart of 
a plot to serve as a burial-ground 
for the members of the Baha'i com. 
munity in Tripoli, Libya and in the 
capital of Tanganyika; of the pur
chase of land for the establishment 
of a Baha'i Summer School in iraq; 
of the extension to the Baha'i wom
en in Egypt of the right to be elect
ed to the Egyptian Baha'i National 
Spiritual Assembly as well as to par
ticipate as delegates in the National 
Baha'i Convention; of the purchase, 
in an island near Muara Siberut? 
Mentawei Islands, of a plot supple
menting the Baha'i endowment es
ta bli shed in Jakarta, the Indonesian 
capital; of the pushing of the north
ern outpost of the Faith in Alaska 
to Point Barrow beyond the Arctic 
Circle; of the initiation of auxiliary 
plans for the promotion of the Faith 
in the Seychelles Islands and in the 
Sudan; and of the arrival of a pio
neer in Praslin Island forming a part 
of the Seychelles group. 

La.nd purchased for the Nationa1 Endowment of Paraguay on .Janua.ry 26, 1956. 

U consists of approximately 11 hecta.res (over 25 acres) of a wooded knon over

Jooking San Bernardino Lake, 30 kilometers from the capital city of Asuncion. 
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The newly acquired Hazirat.u'J-Qnds of Havana. 

where the two women wave a g-reetiDg, is 

shown to the Jeft.. Above is the HBziraw']-Quds 

ali Tegucigalpa, Honduras, dedicated in No

vember, 1955. The lnau&'Ul'a.t.ion ceremonies 

were led by Artemus Lamb. Cha.irman of the 

NaUonal Spiritual Assembly of Central Arn.eri

Appeal to United Nations 

Nor can I in this survey allow to 
pass unnoticed the energetic and 
commendable efforts exerted by 
Baha'i communities the world over 
for the support, protection and re
lief of the persecuted members of 
the Persian Baha'i Community sub
jected to one of the severest ordeals 
experienced in recent years by the 
steadfast followers of the Faith in 
the land of its birth, Following this 
barbarous recrudescence of religious 
persecution and the tral1smission of 
over one thous and mess ages by 
:l}aha'i communities, some in writing 

,md others telegraphically, to His 
'M%jesty the ~ah, the Government, 
'lhe Majlis and the Senate, and rein
forcing the wide publicity given in 
the world's leading newspapers and 
the numerous protests voiced by 
scholars, statesmen, government en
voys and people of eminence such as 
Pandit Nehru, Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Professor Gilbert Murray and Pro· 
fessor A. Toynbee, a written com
munication accompanied by a mem
orandum listing the atrocities per
petrated throughout the Persian 
provinces, was submitted in Geneva 
to the Secretary General of the Unit
ed Nations, who appointed a com
mission of United Nations officers, 

and were attended by B group of Baha.'is 

and their friends. 

headed by the High Commissioner 
for Refugees, instructing its mem
bers to contact the Persian Foreign 
Minister and urge him to obtain 
from his government in 1'ehedm a 
formal assurance that the rights of 
the Baha'i minority in that land 
would be protected. Copies of this 
communication addressed to the 
United Nations were delivered to the 
representatives of the member na
tions of the Soci al and Economic 
Council, to the Director of the Hu
man Rights Division, and to certain 
specialized agencies of non-govern
mental organizations with consulta
tive status. Furthermore, th~-Ameri
can President was appealed to by 
the national representatives of the 
American Baha'i Communities as 
well as by all local Assemblies and 
groups in the United States. A cour
teous and reassuring letter was sub
sequently received by the American 
BaM'; National Spiritual Assembly 
from the State Department in Wash
ington, acknowledging the receipt of 
the appeal, while the Director of the 
Division of Human Rights addressed 
in his turn a communication to the 
Secretary of the American National 
Spiritual Assembly, informing him 
that summaries of both the letter 
and petition forwarded to him would 
be furnished to the Commission of 
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Human Rights, and copies sent to 
the Persian Government. Assurance 
was moreover given that summaries 
would also be sent to the Sub-Com
mission on Prevention of Discrimi_ 
nation and Protection of Minorities. 
As a further measure to obtain re-. 
dres-s a forty-thousand dollar publi
city campaign was initiated by the 
American Baha'i Community de.. 
signed to lend an impetus to the 
proclamation of the fundamental 
verities of the Faith, the aims and 
purposes of its followers, and of the 
disabilities sufiered by the over
whelming majority of its adherents 
in the land of its birth. 

Enrollments in Virqin Territories 

Nor can I refrain from emphasiz
j~g ~ this rapid survey the highly 
sigruficant fact that in over sixty 
territories, constituting more than a 
half of the total number of virgin 
territories opened to the Faith. since 
the inauguration of the World Spir
itual Crusade, the number of those 
who have espoused the Cause of 
Baha'u'lhih and enlisted under His 
banner has surpassed the number 
originally anticipated and regarded 
as a minimum for the opening of 
these territories; that in a consid~ 
erable proportion of them the Baha'i 
membership has far exceeded the 
number required for the formation 
of local Assemblies; that in Gambia 
as many as three hundred, and in 
the Gilbert and Ellice Islands as 
many as five hundred, have been 
and are being enrolled beneath His 
standard; and that in Uganda alone, 
which holds the palm of victory, 
the number of registered believers 
has exceeded one thousand. 

Next Ph.se of World Crusade 
Such heart-warming, soul-stir

ring examples of Baha'i initiative 
and enterprise; such splendid testi
monies to Baha'i sOlidarity, perse
verence, courage, fortitude and self
sacrifice, displayed in rapid succes
sion, and over so immense an area 
of the globe's surface, and in the 
face of mOWlting opposition on the 
part of those who envy the ever wid
ening glory of the Faith or fear the 
influence of its all-pervasive power, 
have shed on the opening chapter of 
this Crusade a luster which the 
passing of time can never tarnish. 
The third phase of this momentous 
enterprise - the opening of which 
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is, at this hour, being signalized by 
the emergence of no less than three 
additional Regional Baha'i Assem
blies in the African Continent-must 
cast on the annals of this prodigious 
Crusade an illumination of such bril
liancy as will eclipse the splendor 
.of this luster. 

The glorious and stupen dous work 
already accomplished, singly and 
collectively, in the course of three 
brief years, in five continents of the 
globe and the islands of the seas, 
both. at home and abroad, in the 
teaching as well as the administra
tive spheres of Baha'i activity 
must, as the army of Baha'u'llah's 
crusaders marches forward into new 
and vaster fields to capture still 
greater heights, never be jeopar
dized or allowed to lag or suffer a 
setback. The prizes so arduously 
won should not only be jealously pre
served but should be constantly en
riched. Far from suffering the long 
and distinguished record of feats 
which have been achieved to be tar
nished, assiduous efforts must be 
exerted to ennoble it with every 
passing day. 

The newly opened territories of the 
globe must, under no circumstances, 
be allowed to relapse into the state 
of spiritual deprivation from which 
they have so recently and lab~ 
oriously been rescued. Nay, the high~ 
ly edifying evidences proclaiming 
the expansion and the consolidation 
of the superb historic work achieved 
in so many of these territories must 
be rapidly multiplied. The local as
semblies that have been so diligently 
and patiently established must un
der no circumstances be allowed to 
dissolve, or their foundations be in 
any way endangered. The mighty 
and steady process involving the in· 
crease in the number of the avowed 
supporters of the F ai th, and the m ul
tiplication of isolated centers, groups 
and local assemblies must, through~ 
out this newly opened phase of the 
Plan, be markedly accelerated. The 
incorporation of local assemblies 
must proceed with a rapidity that 
will throw into shade the progress 
achieved in this respect during the 
first two phases of the Plan. The re
maining unopened territories of the 
globe outside the Soviet orbit, now 
confined to no more than four lonely 
islands, must with the least possi
ble delay, be won over to the ever 
spreading dominion of Baha'u'llah, 
consummating thereby the most far-

reaching and thrilling of all the en
terprises launched through the con
certed efforts of His valiant follow
ers. The one remaining Temple site 
destined to be bought in the Swedish 
capital must be speedily acquired. 
The six remaining I:Ia?-iratu'I-Quds, 
some in Latin America, others in 
the European continent, must like~ 
wise be rapidly established. The 
Baha'i endowments in the countries 
stilI deprived of the benefits of this 
divinely appointed institution must 
be forthwith purchased. The task of 
completing the translation of Baha'i 
literature into the languages listed 
in the provisions of the Plan must 
be carried out with renewed deter
mination and vigor. The Baha'i Pub
lishing Trusts that are as yet un
established must be founded at the 
earliest possible opportunity The sa~ 
cred obligation of purchasing the re
maining chief historic sites in the 
birth-place of the Faith, and particu
larly the scenes of the Bab's incar
ceration and martyrdom, must be 
discharged as expeditiously as possi
ble. The search now being conducted 
for the purpose of identifying the 
resting-places of the Father of Baha
'u'll3h, of the Mother and the Cou
sin of the Bab must be pursued with 
the utmost diligence and circum
spection. The construcJion of the 
Mother Temple of Europe, so vital 
and yet so long overdue, must be 
speedily commenced, whilst a paral
lel effort must be exerted in Africa 
for the erection. without delay, of a 
similar institution which the phe~ 

nomenal progress of the Faith in 
that continent has made imperative. 
The construction of the Home for the 
Aged, marking the inauguration of 
~e first of the Dependencies of the 
Holiest House of Worship in the 
Baha'I world, must, now that the site 
in the proximity of the Temple has 
been acquired, be started and ex
peditiously carried forward. The 
process of incorporating the newly 
formed National Spiritual Assem
blies, whether regional or independ
ent, must be initiated soon after their 
formation, and should be continu~JJy 
stimulated with every increa~iin 
the number of these assembli~;~in 
all the continents of the globe. Ab~ve 
all, an effort unprecedented in its 
range and intensity, must be exerted 
for the speedy multiplication of lo
cal spiritual assemblies in all the 
territories where National Spiritual 
Assemblies, whether independent or 

s 

regional, provisional or permanent, 
are to be established, for the pur
pose of broadening and strengthen
ing the foundations on which these 
potent national institutions - the pH
lars of the future Universal House 
of Justice - must rest. Immediate 
attention should be focused on the 
multiplication of such institutions in 
areas where these National Spiritual 
Assemblies are to be est a bUshed in 
the near future, such as South and 
Central America, the Arabian Penin
sula, South-East Asia, Pakistan, 
Alaska, Japan, New Zealand, Scandi~ 
navia and Finland, the Benelux coun
tries. the Iberian Peninsula and 
France, as well as those territories 
.in which national assemblies are to 
be established at a later stage in 
the course of the unfoldment of the 
present phase of the Plan, and the 
date of the formation of which will, 
to a large extent, depend on the 
rapidity with which these local as
sem bUes are form ed. 

A Major Turning Point 
The Crusade, on which the army 

of the Lord of Hosts has so joyously 
and confidently embarked, now 
stands at a major turning point in 
the history of its marvelous unfold
ment. Three years of magnificent 
exploits, achieved for the propaga
tion of the light of an immortal and 
infinitely precious Faith and for the 
strengthening of the fabric of its Ad
ministrative Order, now lie behind it. 
A spirit of abnegation and self-sacri
fice, so rare that only the spirit of 
the Dawn-breakers of a former age 
can be said to have surpa ssed it, has 
consistently animated, singly as well 
as collectively, its participants in 
every clime. of all classes, of either 
sex, and of every age. A treasure, 
immense in its range has been will
ingly and lovingly expended to in
sure its systematic and successful 
prosecution. Already a few heroic 
souls have either quaffed the cup of 
martyrdom, or laid down their lives, 
or been subjected to divers ordeals 
while combating for its Cause. Its 
repercussions have spread so far as 
to alarm a not inconsiderable ele
ment among the traditional and re· 
doubtable adversaries of its courag
eous and consecrated prosecutors. 
Indeed as it has forged ahead, it has 
raised up new enemies intent on ob· 
structing its forward rna rch and on 
defeating its purpose. Premonitory 
signs can already be discerned in 
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far-off regions heralding the ap
proach of the day when troops will 
flock to its standard. fulfilling the 
predictions uttered long ago by the 
Supreme Captain of its forces. 

Before the eyes of the warriors en
listing under its banner stretch fields 
of exploration and consolidation of 
such vastness as might well dazzle 
the eyes and strike awe into the 
heart of any soul less ro bu st than 
those who have arisen to identify 
themselves with its Cause. The 
heights its champions must scale are 
indeed formidable. The pitfalis that 
bestrew their path are still numer
ous. The road leading to ultimate 
and total victory is tortuous, stony 
and narrow. Theirs, however, is the 
emphatic assurance, revealed by 
the Pen of the Most High - the 
Prime Mover of the forces unleashed 
by this world-girdling Crusade-that 
HWhosoever ariseth to aid our Cause 
God will render him victorious over 
ten times ten thousand souls, and, 
should he wax in his love for Me, 
him will We cause to triumph over 
all that is in heaven and all that is 
on earth." 

Putting on the armor of His love, 
firmly buckling on the shield of 
His mighty Covenant, mounted on 
the steed of steadfastness, holding 
aloft the lance of the Word of the 

Lord of Hosts, and with unquestion~ 
ing reliance on His promises as the 
best provision for their journey, let 
them set their faces towards those 
fields that still remain unexplored 
and direct their steps to those goals 
that are as yet unattained, assured 
that He Who has led them to achieve 
such triumphs, and to store up such 
prizes in His Kingdom, will continue 
to assist them in enriching their spir
itual birthright to a degree that no 
fmite mind can imagine or human 
heart perceive. 

-SHOGHI 

April 1956 

COMMENT~RY' N~Tl0N~L SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Beloved Friends: 
The Guardian has shared with all 

Baha'is. in his Message to the Con
ventions. his feelings of joy, of pride 
and of thankfulness as he contem~ 
plates the achievements of the Ten
Year Plan in its just concluded sec
ond phase. In this Message we are 
raised to the heights, where a world 
view embraces in a single perspec
tive the record of victories won by 
the Baha'is in all five continents. 

This Message likewise emphasizes 
those specific tasks which are to be 
carried out in the third phase, 
opened with Ric;lvan, 1956. 

The first AU-Holland .cathe:ring at the Haziratu'I-Qllds at The Hague, celebrating the 

Birthday of Ba.ha.'u'llah, November 12, 1955. 

MAY, 1956 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has no need to summon the friends 
to a reading and study of this com
munication from the beloved Guard
ian. It is historic in its importance. 
Without it we could not attain ade. 
quate knowledge of victories won 
elsewhere, nor could we assemble 
our data in perfect unity as Shoghi 
Effendi has done. 

Here the Baha'is of the West, of 
Europe, of Africa and of Asia as. 
semble, as it were, in a world wide 
meeting of minds and hearts that the 
Guardian may quicken us all to new 
and deeper understanding of the 
World Crusade, and consecrate us 
for the work which is now to en
gross our undivided attention and 
supreme effort. 

-NATIONAL SPIlUTUAL ASSEMBLY 

"Grieved passing imle/aligable 
promoter" 

Grieved passing steadfast devoted 
indefatigable promoter Faith. Re
ward assured Kingdom. Praying 
progress soul. 

-SHOGIn 
March 23, 1956 

COMMENTAR't: NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

This message was sent by the 
Guardian on receipt of the news of 
the paSSing of Miss Beatrice Irwin 
in San Diego, California, on March 
20. Miss Irwin was actively associ
ated with the Faith in London at the 
time of the Master's visit there. She 
later came to the United States and 
for many years was one of the most 
active Baha~i teachers both in this 
country and a broad. 

-NAnDNAL SPmnUAL ASSEMBLY 

"Praying progreu sour' 
Praying progress soul Kingdom. 
His services meritorious. 

COMMENTARY: N .... TIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

This cablegram was sent by the 
Guardian to the Baha'is of Monter
rey, Mexico. when he received news 
of the passing on March 23 of Mr. 
Frank Ashton. Mr. Ashton had a 
long record of service as a Baha'i 
pioneer, first in Laramie, Wyoming, 
during the First Seven-Year Plan, 
and in Monterrey since July 1955 
where, in spite of his frail health, 
he was able to establish a nucleus 
for the Faith in that city within a 
few months. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 
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A description of the newest building 

at the Baha'i World Center 

Drl!lwing by eMf Scheffler 

morning of the opening of the Fourth Intercon· 
tinental BaM'i Conference on October 7, 1953, in New 
Delhi, India, Mr. Charles Mason Remey, Hand of the 
Cause and President of the International Baha'i Council, 
an architect by profession, produced a drawing executed 
under the guidance and instructions of the Guardian of 
the Baha'i Faith. 

It was the projected design for the International BaM'i 
Archives, to be erected on IVIt. Carmel in the Holy Land. 
I! represented a building similar to the celebrated temple 
of Athena in Athens, Greece, known the world over as 
the Parthenon. 

The general dimensions called for a building over 12 
meters high, 14 meters wide, and 32 meters long. It con
sisted of amain eentr al portion surrounded by a colon
nade, and standing on a platform two and oneahalf 
meters high, approached by a wide flight of steps on 
the east side. or majn facade of the building. The 
classic lines and return to the architectural beauty of 
ancient Greece offer at once the promise of a remark
able and unique construction in our ti me, 

Immediately after the end of the Conference, the 
drawing and letters of explanation were sent to Italy to 
request several well-known firms there to give an esti
mate of its cost. On returning to Italy after a stay of 
fifty days in Tihrim, the writer secured all the necessary 
information, detailed drawings, and estimates of cost, 
and dispatched them immediately to Haifa for the 
Guardian's approval. 

The decision of the Guardian caned for a building of 
the Ionic order, to be executed entirely in the same 
marble used for the Shrine of the Bab on Mt. Carmel, 
c'Chiampo Paglierino." This is a straw-coIored stone, 
quarried near Chiampo, a small town in the Venetian 
region of Italy, between the cities of Vicenza and Verona. 
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Architect Andrea Rocca, Professor Emeritus of the 
Beaux Arts Academy of Carrara, Italy, who had already 
collaborated in the production and carving of the stone 
for the Bab's Shrine, was called on again to prepare all 
working plans for the execution of this newly projected, 
extraordinary undertaking. 

On January 10, 1955, the writer signed on the Guardi
an's behalf, after having rece~ved his verbal instructions, 
a contract for the furnishing of all stone required to 
complete the building, for a grand total of $115,000. 

Space will not permit a detailed listing of all coma 
ponent parts of the building. It must suffice to say that, 
besides the one hundred and fifty sections of the column 
shafts, there are fifty capitals, fifty bases and two 
pilasters. There are over 200 meters of entablature in 
three superimposing elements, which in turn will be 
topped by 276 single pieces of carved crowning. The 
tympanums, composed of huge slabs of marble 10 cm. 
thick, have a carved frame all around; the front tympaa 
num bears the monogram of the Greatest Name sur4 

rounded by sunrays in base relief, which will be gilded. 
The surfaces of the cement walls, to be covered with 
marble, including the base or podium on which the 
building stands, include well over nine hundred square 
meters, 

There are six carved windows on each long side of the 
building, one large carved doorway in the front, and a 
spacious window in the rear. This latter will contain 
sixty-five panels of stained glass in three different colors, 
ruby red, yellow and blue, arranged into an original and 
harmonious geometric pattern, The roof will be covered 
by green glazed tiles, of pure Greek design - in all 7952 
tiles and copes to cover a surface of about 500 square 
meters. The main door, of extraordinary dimensions 
and beauty, is being made of bronzey also in Italy. It 
is divided into ten panels, each panel having at the 
center a gilded rose one foot in diameter. 

The inside of the building will have a balcony all 
aroWld it, to increase the exhibit space, The floor will 
be covered with soft green tiles on which rare Persian 
carpets will be placed. The interior will be illuminated 
by six crystal chandeliers of exquisite design) each one 
bearing thirty lights. The outside will be flood-lighted, 
and another gem-like vision will at night grace the 
slopes of the Holy Mountain. 

By the middle of 1956 all the stone work and acces
sories will be completed for shipment and it is hoped 
that well before the end of that year the International 
Baha'i Archives will rise in its beauty on Mt. Carmel, 
a tangible -expression of the lofty foresight of our beloved 
Guardian, Shoghi Effendi. 

-Uoo R. GIACHERY 
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AMERICAN AUXILIARY BOARD CONTINUES VISITS 

THROUGHOUT WESTERN HEMISPHERE 

This report carries forward to 
March, 1956, the lists of missions 
covered by members of the Auxil
iary Board recently issued in BAHA'i 
NEWS. It makes clear to what far
flung areas of the Western Hemis
phere these tireless teachers have 
traveled to visit with and assist the 
friends. 

Esteban Canales: Intensive teach· 
i~g work in Cuba for twenty days; 
five days of teaching activity in 
Haiti and fifteen days in Dominican 
Republic. This mission was planned 
to assist in the strengthening of 
groups and communities and open
ing up new cities. 

William deForge: Havana, Mari
anaa,. Cienfuegos, Cuba; Kingston, 
JamaIca; Port-au-Prince, Cape Hai
tian, Haiti; Ciudad Trujillo, Santi
ago, Maca! Dominican Republic; 
San Juan, St. Thomas, Puerto Rico. 
A radio talk was given over the Cita
del Radio, Cape Haitian. A public 
lecture in Santiago: a press inter
view. 

Mrs. F]or~nt:e Mayberry: Victoria, 
Nanaimo, New Westmmster, Van
couver, British Colombia; Calgary, 
Lethbridge, Edmonton, Alberta; 
Saskatoon, Moose Jaw, Regina, Sas
katchewan; Brandon, St. James, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba; Fargo, N.D., 
Butte, Montana. Radio broadcasts 
in North Vancouver, Lethbridge, Ed
monton, Moose Jaw, and Fargo, 
(Seven broadcasts). Television pro
grams, Lethbridge, Regina and Far
go. This mission was from January 
to February 16. From February 27 
to March 16 Mrs. Mayberry visited 
Honolulu, Wailuku, Kahului, Lahai
na, ltapaa, paying more than one 
visit to Honolulu, Hilo, Wailuku and 
Lihue. Radio script presented in 
Honolulu and radio interviews giv
en in Honolulu, Wailuku, Hilo and 
Lihue. Six interviews were given. 
Mrs. Mayberry from October 15 to 
December 23 had visited Sparks 
and Reno, Nevada; Eugene and 
Portland, Oregon; Everett, Seattle, 
Bellingham, Tacoma, Yakima, 
Pasco and Walla Walla, Washing
ton; Pendleton, Oregon; Helena. 

Butte and Billings, Montana; Lara
mie, Wyoming; Jefferson County, 
Greeley, Denver and Pueblo, Colo
rado. (Some cities visited on mor 
than one occasion). Radio broad
casts were. delivered in Reno, Eu
gene, Yakima, Pendleton, Helena 
Laramie. Greeley. Denver - twelv~ 
radio appearances. A television 
broadcast in Butte. 

Mrs. Margery McCormick: Be
tween February 14 and March 17 
these cities were visited: - Pitts
burgh, Pa.; Newark, N. J.; Manhas
set, L.r.: West Chester, Trenton, 
Jersey City, Linden, N.J. ; We st 
Chester, Pa.; Washington, D.C.; 
Wilmington, Del.; BaltimQre, Prince 
George's County t Md,; Greensboro 
Durham, N,C,; Augusta, Ga.; Birm: 
ingham, Ala.; Memphis, Nashville, 
Tenn.; Louisville, Ky. In each city 
adjacent communities and isolated 
believers were invited to the meet
ings. 

Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin: Be
tween January 18 and February 13, 
Mrs. McLaughlin visited the Baha'is 
in Lima, Peru; Montevideo, Uru
guay; Buenos Aires, Ezeiza and Cor
doba, Argentina; Santiago, Quilph~, 
Valparaiso, Osomo, Loncoche and 
Punta Arenas, Chile. She gave a ra
dio broadcast in Montevideo and two 
(over different stations) in Punta 
Arenas. 

Dr. Sarah Martin Pereira: Dr. 
Pereira in March conducted a fire
side teaching hour in Beckley, West 
Virginia, in the home of a high 
school teacher. Regular study meet
ings are to follow. At West Virginia 
State College she has been invited 
to give an exposition of the Baha'i 
World Faith to two classes in So
cial Science and one in ReB gion. She 
is also conducting a regular weekly 
study class in her own home. 

Mrs. Gayle Woolson: Baha'i Cen
ters visited have been Cali, Medellin, 
Bucaramanga and Barranquilla. Co
lombia, spending a week in each 
city. In Venezuela she visited C ara
cas and Valencia, and spent a da ~ 
in Curucao. Mrs. Woolson devoted a 
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month to Valencia, holding two meet
ings a week and giving public talks 
at high schools and local clubs affili
ated with international organiza
tions. In March she returned from 
pilgrim age to Halfa and planned to 
convey the inspiration received 
from the Guardian with Baha'is in 
Caracas, Venezuela; Barranquilla, 
Bucaramanga, Bogota, Medellin and 
Cali, Colombia; Quito, Ecuador; 
Guayaquil, Lima, Callao. Huancayo, 
Arequipa, La Paz, Cochabamba and 
SUcre, before the Convention of the 
Baha'is of South America. 

MRS. ComuNs TRUE 
PAUL E. HANEY 

HORACE HOLLEY 

GUARDIAN'S EULOGY 

OF VARQA RECEIVED 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has received a copy of the cable
gram sent by the beloved Guardian 
to Mr. Mehdi Varqa, at Stuttgart, 
Germany, on the occasion of the 
death of Mr. Valiyu'llah Varqa, Hand 
of the Cause. It was received at 
Stuttgart on November 15, 1955: 

"Profoundly grieved loss outstand
ing Hand (of) Cause (of) God, 
exemplary Trustee (of) ~uququ'llah, 
distinguished representative most 
venerable Community (of) Baha'i 
World, worthy son, brother twin 
immortal martyrs (of) Faith, dearly 
beloved disciple (of) Center (of) 
Covenant. Shining record (of his) 
services extending over half century 
enriched annals Heroic, Formative 
Ages Baha'i Dispensation. His re
ward (in) Abha Kingdom inestim
able. Advise erect my behalf befit
ting monument (at) his grave. His 
mantle as Trustee funds ~uquq now 
falls on Ali Muhammad his son. In
struct Rawhani Tihrim arrange be
fitting memorial gatherings (in) 
capital (and) provinces honor mem
ory mighty pillar Cradle (of) Faith 
(of) Baha'u'llah. Newly appointed 
Trustee ~uqilq now elevated (to) 
rank Hand (of) Cause." 
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TRUSTEES 
OF THE MERCIFUL 

Beloved Friends: 

We have become accustomed to 
the annual election of local Assem· 
blies On April 21, since the occasion 
is one which, for many American 
believers, has been taking place for 
a long period. Each year the results 
are anxiously examined, to see 
whether any Assemblies have been 
lost and how many new ones have 
been gained. This is particularly 
the case during the period of the 
Ten Year Plan which calls for 300 
Assemblies in the United States by 
1963. 

As this is written the returns for 
April 21, 1956 are not yet known. 
Therefore let us give thought to 
some of the deeper meanings of the 
institution itself, whether new or 
old, having a large or small com
munity. 

The "mechanics" or procedure for 
the conduct of an Assembly has been 
thoroughly clarified, and is outlined 
in the standard By-Laws. What 
needs prayerful consideration is the 
spiritual nature of this honored body 
and its responsibilities in the realm 
of human relations. 

First of all, the institution requires 
the unity of its nine members. Mem~ 
bership on a Spiritual Assembly 
transcends personality because each 
member bas become part of an in
stitution created by Baha'u'IIa.h, or
dained in the Master's Testament 
and guided by the beloved Guardian 
in many letters written to the Amer
ican Baha'is. Membership is a con
secration and not an enhancement 
of individual privilege or authority. 
The first step after April 21 is the 
attainment of complete mutual con
fidence, understanding and coopera
tion. The flow of the spirit from on 
High is checked by every sign of 
apathy or discord. 

The next step, perhaps, is to real
ize that the Assembly is no mere 
passive body waiting for something 
to do, but a dynamic agency for the 
encouragement of .individual service 
and the coordinator of collective 
undertakings. The Assembly must 
also be concerned for the relation· 
ships of believers throughout the 
community, setting the example of 
loving consideration and service, 
understanding of other natures and 
different views, and striving to 

maintain a unified and joyous com
munity. 

Finally, the local Assembly has to 
support the national and Crusade 
plans as they are announced from 
time to tim e. 

Only true consecration and con
stant, ardent prayer will enable our 
human nature at this stage to fit 
into a Divine order by fulfilling the 
obligations and responsibilities per
taining to Assembly membership. 
The experience is purifying rather 
than easy, and exalting rather than 
simple. 

It is what God has ordained for 
His chosen supporters in this era. 
To please God is our true aim, not 
to seek personal popularity or pres
tige. A great proportion of our local 
"problems" will disappear when the 
friends humbly realize the privilege 
of serving at the very basis of that 
Divine order in which they have be
come Htrustees of the Merciful." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

STATEMENT ON 
THE ONENESS OF MANKIND 
Beloved Friends; 

Particular attention is directed to 
the insert included in this BA.H.A'f 
NEWS entitled The Oneness of Man.
kind. This statement was prepared 
by the National Spiritual Assembly 
in order to set forth the Bah.3.'i 
Teachings on race relations at this 
critical hour. 

The aim is twofold: to go on pub
lic record where the Baha'i Commu
nity stands, and to unify all Ameri
can Baha'is on an authorized exposi. 
tion which emphasizes our obedi
ence to a spiritual principle and at 
the same time points out that Baha'is 
do not become involved in political 
controversy. Believers can refer to 
this statement whenever questioned 
about the Baha'i attitude. 

Plans are also being carried out to 
secure widespread publicity for this 
official statement. It was submitted 
to the Guardian and his cabled ap
proval has been received. 

It is an hour of confusion and dis
agreement. May our beloved Com~ 
munity radiantly abide by the Di
vine teachings, safe from the con
troversy and rancor which disturbs 
the world. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSCMBLY 

Belgium 

CEREMONIES CONSECRATE 
NEW CENTER AT BRUSSELS 
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The official inauguration and con
secration of the 1;Ia~ratu'I-Quds of 
Belgium was held on Sunday, April 
1, 1956. The Center is located at 54 
rue Stanley. ' 

Three ceren:onies were planned, 
so that all mIght have the oppor
tunity to be present. Services were 
held from 10:00 A.M. to 12:00 Noon, 
from 3:00 to 6:00 P.M., and from 
8:00 to 10:00 P.M. 

Central America 

FETE INAUGURATION 
OF HAZIRATU'L-QUDS 
IN GUATEMALA 

The Guardian's goal of a Hazlra
tu'l-Quds in each of the ten Ce~tral 
American republics approaches real
ization with the inauguration of one 
more .in this territory. 

On February 24, 1956, about 40 peo
ple assembled to celebrate the open
ing of the l:ia?iratu'I-Quds at Retal
huleu, Guatemala. 

It is situated diagonally from EI 
Sagr ario, the second most important 
cathedral in the city. Only a paved 
street separates the I;Ia;iratu'l-Quds 
from this imposing edifice with its 
large dome. 

Behind the l:ia.iratu'I·Quds is the 
city hospital, so that it is located 
in the center of the -social life of the 
community, 

The I:Ia~iratu'l-Quds, painted pink 
inside and outside, was filled with 
many kinds of lovely flowers, re
minding us that we are in the "Land 
of Eternal Spring," a ti tie which 
Costa Rica also claims. 

Joyful Program 
The opening program was happy 

and lovely. We were reminded of 
the generous sacrifices of the be
loved Guardian, Mrs. Amelia Col
lins, and the North American believ
ers, in giving this Center for the 
future National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of Guatemala. 
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A painting of a bird in flight, the 
gift of Sheila Rice-Wray, various 
gifts from the Guatemalan Baha'is, 
blue hyacinth petals that had been 
placed on the threshold of our Lord's 
tomb, a candle that had been in the 
tomb of the Holy Bab, were all given 
to the l,Ia"iratu'l-Quds. 

What a joy it was to hear from 
Marjorie Stee the fresh assurance 
from our Guardian that the work in 
Central America had a small but 
firm foundation, and that the fu
ture would be very great! Oh, mar
velous and elusive future! On whom 
are we waiting? Maybe you'!' 

I.spiring Classes 
Three days of school followed: 

stirring classes in the Covenant by 
Artemus Lamb; a class in the work
ing of Baha'i Administration in two 
sections, one given by Louise Cas
well, and a workshop session con
ducted by Mrs. Jennie Taylor; col
ored views of Haifa; slides of Dawn
breaker pictures; a picnic at the 
Neffs' spacious home and garden, 
with food prepared by the Guate
malan Baha'is. 

Our few days together were filled 
with the joys of the spirit: the 
great happiness of being together 
with our wonderful future before us, 
and our beloved Master, 'Abdu'l
Baha watching over us and blessing 
a work he loves so well. 

--LoUIse CASWELL 

Gar",".y. Alistrill 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
VISIT GERMANY 

Early in January two members of 
the International Baha' ~ Cotulcil, Le
roy loas, Secretary-General, and his 
wife, Sylvia, visited Frankfurt. Ger
many. The account of their visit is 
taken from Bahti'i-Nachrichten, offi
cial Baha'i publication of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Ger
many and Austria: 

"Mr. leas came at the direction 
of the Guardian to discuss with the 
National Spiritual Assembly matters 
pertaining to the erection of the 
Temple (at Eschborn). 

"On Saturday, January 7, Mr. loas, 
accompanied by his wife, Sylvia, 
also a member of the International 
Council, arrived in Frankfurt, and 
shortly thereafter met for several 
hours in consultation with the Na-

tional Spiritual Assembly in the 
!:Ia?iralu'l-Quds. 

Tasks for Germany 
"After he had been warmly wel

comed by the Chairman, he deliv
ered first the greetings and love 
of our honored Guardian, and then 
went on to tell how the Guardian fre
quently mentions the tasks which 
'Abdu'l-Baha assigned to Germany, 
and that he s aid that Germ any is 
the heart of Europe, which must 
be strong. 

"Next Mr. loas touched on the 
great teaching tasks, and told how 
the Guardian, in this connection, re
called the suffering which Germany 
had already endured, and how this 
suffering had not only prepa red the 
Baha'is for their tasks, but had pre
pared others who also had endured 
them, to accept the truth of the 
Baha'i Faith. Our Guardian antici
pates, in the near future, the readi
ness of many people in Germany to 
accept the Faith. For that reason, 
he explained, the Guardian empha
sizes the importance of the disper
sion of the friends over the whole 
of Germany. 

"The Divine outpourings are rea
dy to overflow. The more comm uni
ties and isolated settlements that are 
established, the greater will be the 
harvest. 

"His words clearly indicated the 
great and immediate responsibility 
facing every single believer. The ad
ministrative institutions can assist in 
this task, but in the highly spiritual 
matter the appeal is to the heart 
of every single believer, and to his 
sacrificial devotion in the service. 

World-wide Tasks 
"Mr. 10as gave a clear survey by 

the Guardian in relation to the world
wide tasks: 

liThe local and national institu
tions are now accomplished; the 
next task is the establishment of 
the international institutions. 

~'For our great teaching as it is 
presently being worked out in the 
Ten Year Plan, the kernel and char
ter are found in the Tablets of the 
Divine Plan which 'Abdu'l-Baha di
rected to America. The directives 
which our Guardian gives for the 
Ten Year Plan follow step by step 
that Divine Plan from the pen of 
our Master. 

"A third great task is the est.b-
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lishment of the World Center of our 
Faith. This is being accomplished 
through the construction which the 
Guardian is making on Mount Car
mel. Here he follows the divine 
directives in the Tablet of Carmel 
revealed- by BaJia'ujiIah~ .' 

·'Soon, Mr. loas said, we will see 
the 'Ark of God' land on Mt. Car
mel, and the 'people of Baha' will, 
as stated in the Tablet of Carmel. 
become known. 

Divine Guidance 
"Mr. loas spoke of the divine guid

ance received by the Guardian. He 
mentioned Africa as an example. 
When he first called for pioneers to 
go to Africa, no one could surmise 
the great results of our work there. 
The Banani and Nakhjavani families 
arose, and followed by a few other 
friends, went to Africa. And how 
a stounding and unique are the re
sults of this teaching work! There
fore, if we do what the Guardian out 
of the strength of his guidance ad
vises, we will have results. 

Symbolism af Temple 
"Following this helpful world 

view, the matter of the Temple was 
discussed in detail. Here, too, Mr. 
loas spoke of the Temple not only 
as a symbol of our work in Europe, 
but also as the silent teacher. He 
mentioned in this connection the role 
of the Temple in Wilmette, and that 
of the Shrine on Mt. Carmel. No in
ternational tour coming to Haifa, but 
visits the Shrines on Mt. Carmel and 
Bahj L Hundreds and thousands COme 
over the week-ends, and the highest 
number of visitors was 10,000 in a 
month. So our edifices carry the 
message of the coming of the Mani
festation of God for our time to the 
world. 

"The consultation with Mr. loas in 
regard to the erection of the Temple 
were discussed in great detail. On 
the following Monday he had a con
ference, -in company of Dr. Gross
man and our attorney, Dr. Sand
mann, with one of the judges. After
wards he had a long conversation 
with Prof. Eierman, one of our 
friendly counsellors in the Temple 
matter, and with our friend, Gott
fried Hopfer, of Stuttgart. 

"The judges are well aware that 
the whole world awaits their deci
sion j that their verdict will be pub
lished in all the languages of the 
Baha'i world." 
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The National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of India, Pakistan and 
Burma, through their publication 
Baha'i New. LetteT, has reported the 
results of several conventions and 
teaching conferences, and other ac
tivities. 

A11-Soufh India 
T •• ching Conference 

A large group of Baha'is, pictured 
below, attended the All-South India 
Teaching Conference at Poona, In
dia, on November 15-16, 1955. Mr. I. 
Bakhtiari and Mr. A. A. Butt, the 

I I 

INDIA, PAKISTAN, BURMA 

OUTLINE NEW GOALS 

Local Spiritual Assembly of Daidanaw. Burma, whicb receaUy re
ceived papers of regisiratioL 

President and Secretary of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, respec
tively, were among those present. 

Mr. Butt spoke on the subject, 
"Pivotal Goal of the Ten Year 
Plan." He emphasized the fact that 
the Pivotal Goal was the consoli
dated expansion of the Faith. 

A discourse on how to develop the 
existing groups into assemblies, and 
the dispersion of the friends was 
given by Prof. Dipchand L. Khianra 
in the Urdu and English tongues. 

AU-South India. Teaching Conference at Poona. IncUa, November 15--16', 1956. 

Mr. R. N. Shah spoke on "How to 
Teach the Nations," from an ex~ 

tract of the instructions of the Be
loved Guardian. He added that, 
since in India the majority is Hindu, 
we should tryout best to get more 
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Hindus into the Baha'i fold, while at 
the same time the minorities should 
not be overlooked. 

Mrs. S. Kirmani spoke in Urdu on 
"The Importance of Pioneering," 
and told how pioneers should be de
tached from wor ldy affairs. 

At the final session, Mr. Butt 
called for prospective pioneers to 
come forward to volunteer, and a 
large number responded. 

Pakistan Conference 
A Teaching Conference of the 

Baha'is of Pakistan was held on 
January 28, 29 and 30, 1956. It was 
held to prepare the ground for the 
formation of the National Spiritual 
As sem bly of P aki stan in 1957. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
sent two of its: members, Mr. 1. 
Bakhtiari, and Mrs. Shirin Boman 
Mihrbani as its representatives. 
Mr. A. Q. Faizi was deputed by the 
Hands of the Cause in Asia. 

The conference discussed its two 
main purposes: (1) To speed up 
teaching plans that will bring into 
being a good number of new assem
blies by April, 1956, so that they 
may participate in the convention 
to be held in April. 1957 for the elec
tion of the new National Spiritual 
Assembly. (2) To find pioneers to 
open all the centers of the Pakistim 
home front to the Cause. 

The result was more than ex
pected. Most of the believers pres-

ent offered their services to go to 
the groups as teachers and try to 
bring them to assembly status. 

Other believers offered them
selves to go to groups whose num
ber was more than half of that re
quired for the formation of an as
sembly. Thus groups at Abbottabad, 
Montgomery, Nawabshah, Mirpur 
Khas, Gujranwala, and Mustang 
were assured of becoming assem
bJio:s at the next Ri<Jvan. 

Pakistan Regional Convention 
The Annual Regional Convention 

01 Pakistan was held in Kariuj],i on 
January 25-26-27, 1956, in the pres
ence of 17 delegates from the dif
ferent centers of pakista.n. 

Among the resolutions passed 
were the following: 

The Karact!i Local Spiritual As
sembly should endeavor to persuade 
believers to spread the Cause in 
Pakistan, and open new centers to 
the Faith. 

Seven publica bons are to be 
printed in Urdu and widely distrib
uted in Pakistan. 

Various means for the dissemina
tion of Baha'i literature may be 
adopted. 

A program of public lectures 
should be drawn up, with one lecture 
to be delivered in each important 
center each month. 

The Press should be utilized, and 
regular articles submitted to the 
newspapers. 

Balla/i Community of Bergen, Norway. 
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Books dealing with scientific and 
spiritual proofs of the Faith mav be 
compiled and published. . 

Most appropriate speeches were 
made by the delegates, and the 
many ,resolutions showed the spirit 
of ardor that prevailed at the con
vention. 

Burma Regional Convention 
The important Regional Conven

tion of Burma was held on Decem
ber 25-26-27, 1955, and was attended 
by 20 delegates representing all the 
Baha'i centers of Burma except 
Mandalay. 

Among the important decisions 
made at the convention were the 
following: 

Pioneers should open centers at 
Hmawbi and Yamethin. Two pio
neers were named who were pre. 
pared to undertake this task. 

Suitable booklets and pamphlets 
should be translated and printed in 
the Burmese language. 

Greater advantage of the Press 
should be taken in the propagation 
of the Cause. 

The Local Spiritual Assembly of 
Daidanaw was commissioned to 
form Local Spiritual Assemblies at 
Kungyangoon Hmawbi on April 21, 
1956. 

The Kyigon Assembly should ex
plore the possibility of opening cen
ters at Ka-bo, Boo-GYi and Wetto. 

The dissolved assemblies of Moul
mein and Syrian to be revived. 

Attempts to he made to create 
Baha'i groups at Prome, Toungoo, 
Bassein, Pegu, Shwebo, Maymyo, 
and Akyab. 

The convention revived the spirit 
of faith in the simple and sincere 
hearts of these Burmese believers. 

Panchgani School 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

has announced the opening of a new 
school year at the New Era School 
in Panchgani, India. 

This school is now in its tweJith 
year of operation. It is housed in 
five buildings, and is surrounded by 
a large tract of land. Year·round ac
tivities are conducted Wlder the aus
pices of the National Spiritual As
sembly. 

There are several children seek
ing admission who are in need of 
financial assistance, according to 
the Assembly. 

-
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A Cl"DUp of the friends or Mopdiscto. Som.Up are pictured ail; the len on the Deea.slon of the visit of the firsC; declared Somalt 

Bah4'i. Be Is a Bravanese. and is holdJng the Grealest Name. To his right is the first Mogadl!clo believer of pure SomaU raee. 

Pictured at the right are those who attended the first Dalai'S Summer School at Mogadiscio on Dece:mber 24 through 26, 1955. 

All the new Somali Bahi'is who attended took an active part. giving exceUent talks. Two contacts also attended, aDd ODe 

Canada 

TELL ACHIEVEMENTS 
IN SAMOA, ICELAND 

Canadian Baha'i New8 1 published 
by the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Canada, has announced several 
newly won goals under their jurisdic
tion: 

"The friends in Samoa joyfully an
nounce the enrollment of the first 
native believer there. Mrs. Lotoa 
Rock. Lotoa's husband, Emmanuel 
Rock, joined the Faith in Samoa just 
prior to the beginning of the Ten 
Year Crusade, and held the goal for 
some time before the arrival of oth
er pioneers. 

"Marguerite Allman of Hamilton, 
formerly a pioneer in the Queen 
Charlotte Islands, is en route to Ice
land and expects to arrive there 
about February 21." 

Iceland 
The Canadian New Territories 

Committee Bulletin has printed the 
first letter received from this pio
neer to Iceland? which is excerpted 
here: 

"Just arrived at my hotel in Reyk
javik (February 21, 1956), quite 
weary from the long plane trip. Mr. 
Danielson, the Hotel Manager, has 
been most kind to me. I'm sure God 
is working through him. 

"Today he took me for a ride 
around the city. It is really quaint 
and spotlessly clean. No papers or 

later decJared hfmseU'. 

rubbish strewn around. Everything 
is so peaceful and happy here. Saw 
people swimming in the open in the 
winter, also saw a small geyser, 
the university. airport, etc. He also 
found me a place to live, one room, 
with a lady doctor. She is about my 
age. 

"There is a salmon and trout 
stream nearby within walking dis
tance of where r will live, and plenty 
to paint. The mountains are beau
tiful. The houses and building are 
well kept-up, well painted (white) 
and well made, mostly all frame and 
cement. 

"Took a walk about 3 P.M. in 
search of food. and what a time I 
had I ( Just before leaving, I re ad the 
Tablet of Abmad). I just kept going 
in and out of stores, saying ~Hello,' 
which is the same here, and then I 
would say 'Milk' or 'Bread,' and 
they'd hunch their shoulders and on 
I'd go. Right about then I was ready 
to take the next plane home! 

"But I kept on going, and finally 
a nice YOWlg Irian said, 'Can I help 
you?' and I replied, 'You sure can, 
and I'd be most happy if you would.' 
So back we went to all those stores 
and bought a bit in each store; 
milk one place, bread another, and 
so on. He bade me farewell and said, 
'You are a very brave lady.' 

"Little does he know the supreme 
help rm receiving. Maybe some day 
I can teI! him-I hope so." 

Baranof 

Canadian Baha'i News also pub
lished 'a letter from Dean Fraser, 
the pioneer on Baranof Island. 

"Greetings from the 'Rock', other
wise called Mt. Edgecumbe. This 
former Government defense instal
lation originally had so little soil, 
people used to carry it over by the 
sackful from Sitka on Baranof 
Island. Many places still have little 
soil, and grass does not grow well. 

~'As for my work, I have about 
1000 regular hospital patients and 
students attending Mt. Edgecumbe 
High School. I have a very capable 
young doctor, just out of Columbia 
University, to assist me. We have 
two young ladies, former students, 
to help us. I also have a training 
course for dental assistants. 

"Our patients and students are 
Eskimo, Athabascan, Haida, Thlin
get, Tsimshian and Aleut. One, of 
course, cannot by regulations speak 
of religious matters, but opportuni
ties to do so occur now and then." 

Correction 

BAHA'i News for April published 
pictures of the Local Spiritual As
semblies of Ottawa, Ontario, and 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, on page 11. 
Regrettably, the captions were 
transposed. 

The correct date of incorporation 
of the Ottawa Assembly is May 12, 
1955. 
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u. $. HOME FRONT 
"The mighly and larukble effort exerted, by a consmerable number 0/ pioneers, in 1M 

cour.e 0/ lhe opening phcue 0/ flUs world-encirding Crusade, in lhe virgin "'rritorie& of the 
globe, must, if this p,.imacy is to remain unimpaired, be increased. doubled, nay trebled, aJUJ 
must manifest it.elf nol only in /oreign fields where lhe prh1e6 so laborion.ly won during lhe 
lasl twelve months, musr. at whatever sacrifice, be meticulou.ly preserved, but throughoul lhe 
entire lenglh and breadth 0/ the American U Rion, and particulorly in Ihe goal citre., where 
hitherto the work 1uu .tagnated, and ",lUch mu.r. in the year now entered, become lhe .cene 
0/ the finest exploits which Ihe homeJront has yet .een." 

-From Shoghi Effendi's American BaM'is in the Time of World Peril, July 28, 1954. 

The Intercontinental Teaching Committees charged 
with the responsibility of accomplishing the goals in 
Europe, in Asia, in Africa, and in the WesteITl Hemis
phere, through the nature of their functioning remain in 
direct touch with those pioneers who have arisen to 
serve under their aegis. We have all been thrilled at the 
reports these committees have shared with us from 
time to time. 

The American National Teaching Committee, on the 
other hand, once a pioneer has fOWld his place in the 
Home Front Crusade, relinquishes the joy and inspira
tion of this direct contact to the proper Area Teaching 
Committee so that the work may be assisted through 
the appointed channels and grow more swiftly. We need 
the aid of every believer in the United States to bring 
victory to the World Crusade on the Home Front -
through participation in the teaching work. in dispersal, 
and through the support of prayers. We know so many 
are achieving much that we do not hear of individually. 

In these few columns we want to share with you the 
story of the courage and faith that has contributed to 
the establishment of seven brilliant centers of light on 
the Home Front, raising virgin cities. or cities settled 
by a single Baha~i when the Crusade began, to the hope. 
and possibly to the realization of an Assembly by April 
1955. 

-AMERICAN NATIONAL TEACHING COMMl'rI'EE 

$pa~b. Nevada 
For six years: Sparks, Nevada had but one Baha'i, Jane 

Ward, who made her declaration on Naw-Ruz, 1948, 
under the jurisdiction of the then Regional Teaching 
Committee of Northern California and Nevada. 

After years of prayerful waiting, three settlers came 
to Sparks on August 24, 1954 from Mill Valley, California: 
Marjorie Torres, Stanley and Billie Brackett. Shortly 
afterward, Norma Gimlin and Charlotte Nelson arrived 
from Hollister, California on November 11. 1954, Mar
guerite Meyer arrived on January 16, 1955 from Alaska 
and La Verne Anderson on August I, 1955 from California. 

Through concentrated teaching efforts, firesides and 
study classes, Laurel Arata became a Baha'i on Decem
ber 20, 1955. 

April 21. 1956 will be the highlight in the life of the 
Baha~i who has waited and prayed these many years for 
an Assembly in Sparks. 

Davenport. Iowa 
Davenport has achieved a memberShip of ten adults 

and one youth almost entirely by internal growth, stimu~ 
lated and assisted from without. For eight long years a 
group of two had existed in Davenport, which was chosen 

as a goal city. Mjss Zella Smull and Miss Carrie Riden
our, taught by Mrs. Struven, had been this faithful 
nucleus. With the impact of the spirit released by 
Baha'u'llah for this World Crusade, waiting souls were 
stirred. Dr. and Mrs. Hugh Chance, as far back as 1945, 
had heard of the Faith in Sydney, Australia, when guests 
of Stanley and Marietta Bolton. In 1953, the Boltons, en 
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route to the Convention, Temple Dedication, and the 
Stockholm Conference, visited. in the Chance home, and 
aroused new interest in the Faith. The spirit was in 
motion, and the Chances began serious study, The Area 
Teaching Committee sent teachers, the study continued; 
the Chances were enrolled in the Cause of Baha'u'llah. 
In January, 1955, came the first attempt at regular fire
sides, and this sincere effort put forth brought the 
promised confirmations. Mr. Arthur Petzoldt spoke at 
the first public meeting given by this group, in Novem
ber, 1955, and followed with conferences for those inter
ested. Mrs. Moffett visited Davenport. and held a 
seminar. All activity has been confirmed, resulting in 
the gradual enrollment of the number sufficent for as
sembly status. 

This has been a collective group activity: member? 
attending Area Conferences, the National Convention, 
and supporting all group activities. The activity must 
continue, since they are working with 25 interested con
tacts at this time. They are singularly fortunate in that 
many of their contacts are students in a professional 
school attended by nearly 1000 students. at least 120 of 
whom come from outside the United States. This group 
can serve the Home Front, and at the same time bUlld 
strength in foreign goals. 

Fort Wort~, Texas 
A virgin city when the Crusade began, a Spiritual As

sembly is now flUlctioning vigorously in Fort Worth. 

The photograph shows the present Spiritual Assembly 
of Fort Worth. While others have shared in the original 
work of pioneering in Fort Worth. and have since left 
this community, the work is steadily increasing. The 
present nine, upon formation last April, dedicated them
selves to the establishment of the New World Order in 
Fort Worth, and resolved to devote their efforts toward 
individual contacts and the development of these con
tacts towards membership. While personal contact work, 
firesides and public meetings have been regularly sched
uled and supported, the Assembly has also set aside 
time for its members to deepen their knowledge and 
understanding of the Writings. 

In the past Baha'i year they have held three public 
meetings, nine informal fellowship meetings, and nu
merous firesides in homes. Children's classes and deep
ening classes have gone forward weekly. They have had 
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five opportun:ties to speak before non-Baha'i organiza
tions. Lengthly articles have been printed in the local 
press in support of display ads placed in their advertis
ing columns - a majority of them in the Fort Worth 
Mind, a local Negro paper. The paper accorded front
page coverage to some of the articles given them, and 
the Negro radio station has cooperated by making radio 
announcement.s for public meetings. Other local stations 
also accorded this support. This is a community which 
should grow rapidly to the point where it may fulfill 
another of the Crusade goals - that of becoming in
corporated. 

Provo, Utah 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan McCormick were the first pioneers 

to the virgin goal city of Provo. Utah, which they settled 
in August, 1954. Nineteen months later this act of Faith 
has been rewarded by the gift of a potential assembly to 
be formed April. 1956. 

This group has followed the healthy pattern of growth 
from within, augmented by assistance from further 
settlers. Mr. and Mrs. Fred Bell, and Mr. and Mrs. John 
Conkling have settled in Provo to further the progress 
of the Crusade on the Home Front, and the other mem
bers 01 this anticipated assembly, Mr. Bob Sanders, 
Miss Sandra Couch and Mr. Phil Bartholomew, have 
enrolled due to the teaching activities of this group. 

The McCormicks found joy in pioneering, through the 
necessity of making new friends; they found doors 
opened through cooperation of the newspapers. They 
joined Toastmaster and Toastmistress clubs, and the 
Red Cross Volunteer Services at the State Mental Hos
pital, seeking out through activity and service to meet 
those, in Provo, who might be "waiting souls." 

When other pioneers arrived to assist, the work began 
to bear fruit. Regular firesides began with the same 
people attending regularly. 

There is a trained teacher in the group now, experi
enced in social work and child psychology. With six 
yOW1g children in the group as a nucleus, the establish
ment of classes for children was a natural step. Non-

Baha'i children are attending; the parents are becoming 
interested, and one has just completed preparation for 
membership. Others are completing study for enroll
ment. Here is a group that has had tangible experience 
of the fulfillment of the promises of Baha'u'lhlh to "those 
who will arise." 
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Roswell. New Mexico 
The history of the Roswell Group goes back to 1950, 

when Mrs. Elizabeth Darrell', a believer from Philadel-

phia, moved there. Alone, though with generous periodic 
help from the Albuquerque Assembly, she led the flame 
of the Faith until the Ten-Year Crusade was well under 
way. 

Late in 1954 Mr. and Mrs. William H. Hart were able 
to close out their affairs in Central New York and move 
to Roswell. A few months later lVlr. and Mrs. Fred Sim
mons left Albuquerque to join the growing group. In the 
fall of 1955 the impetus of the Crusade brought Mr. and 
Mrs. P. R. Meinhard from Brighton, N.Y., and Mrs. 
Elinor Kepfer from Lima, Ohio. 

Needing only one more believer to reach assembly 
status, the group is praying fervently that the lack will 
be IDled before April 21. to give Roswell a full-fledged 
Baha'i community. 

Sail Jose. Callforllia 
For many years, Mr. Walter Pappelbaum was the 

only Baha'i in San Jose, which was chosen as a goal city_ 

Mrs. Clara Meyer, of Geyserville, California, moved into 
San Jose as a pioneer in 1954, and a few months later, 
Mrs. Adrienne Reeves, of Los Angeles, California joined 
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her. Conf;rmations followed, and other settlers began to 
join these first pioneers to San Jose, and of these, still 
remaining at their posts in San Jose, are Mrs. Eva Mc
Allister and Mary Sp;vack, from Los Angeles, Val Sage, 
from Oregon, Mr. and Mrs. James Morgan, from San 
Luis Obispo, and Creadell Haley, of Los Angeles. 

The group also had assistance of youth members 
studying at San Jose State College-Miss Helena Somer
halder, and Mr. Eugene Gallant. 

Members of this group have overcome health prob
lems. severe financial difficulties, and the distress of sep
aration from their families while their husbands have 
been delayed in receiving job transfers to San Jose, but 
are rejoicing together that the Assembly wjJl be achieved 
in April, 1956. 

SOlita Ana. Califomia 
Between January and October, 1955, six believers had 

arisen to settle this virgin city: Mrs. Viola Hodgson, 
Mrs. Mabel Perry, Miss Jessica Perry, Mr. Kenneth 
Rutan, Mrs. Martha Ann Rutan (youth) and Mrs. Steffes. 

While it is unlikely they will achieve assembly status by 
April, 1956, confirmation wjJl surely be theirs by 1957. 

In cooperation with the small adjoining groups of 
Corona del Mar and Costa MesaJ they have given musical 
evenings, observed United Nations Day, World Religion 
Day, and the Baha'i Holy Days. They have presented 
a series of talks, with visiting speakers, presenting the 
subject of Progressive Revelation under the head of 
"Nine Basic World Religions," and have maintained reg
ular study and deepening classes at all times. Thirteen 
public meetings have drawn attendance varying from 
13 to 28. Six contacts are reading seriously at this time. 
Their latest activities were an Intercalary Day party, 
attended by 18. and an equally well attended observance 
of Naw-Ruz. 
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DURHAM, SEATTLE REPORT 
INTERRACIAL WORK 

The Baha'i Interracial Teaching 
Committee has released reports on 
the interracial activities of two com
munities. Durham, N. C., and Seat
tle, Washington. 

Durham 
In Durham, initial contacts were 

made among the faculties and stu
dents of the Negro College and the 
two universities of Durham and Cha
pel Hill, as well as other organiza
tions, by attending meetings and lec
tures. 

The three local newspapers were 
approached, and friendly contacts 
established with the editors. Several 
stories about the local Baha'i group 
resulted. 

On holidays students from other 
cities and continents were invited for 
dinner at the home of the Baha'is. 
Haiti, Formosa, Liberia, and Indo
nesia were among the nations repre
sented by the foreign students. 

A beautiful room at Duke Univer
sity was secured for the observance 
of World Religion Day. where for 
the first time colored and white 
could attend a Baha'i meeting. Forty 
five attended, including 14 Baha'is 
from Durham and other towns, and 
19 new Negro contacts. The pro
gram embraced a talk, slides, rnu· 
sicJ refreshments and fellowship. 

On March 6 and 7, Mrs. Margery 
McCormick, a member of the Auxili· 
ary Board, visited Durham. A lunch
eon and a fireside were arranged, 
and 25 contacts, Negro and white, 
heard with interest her inspiring 
message. 

Naw-Ruz was observed at the Van 
Sombeek home by 15 interracial COn

tacts and 5 Baha'is. There was a buf· 
fet suppert music, readings from the 
Baha'i Writings, and a discussion 
period. 

Frequent fellowship dinners are 
planned for Negro and white togeth
er, for the first time in Durham. 

Seattle 
The Seattle Baha'i community, 

over a year ago, obtained use of the 
Eastside Branch of the YWCA as a 
base for community activities, in· 

.. - " " .. -
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Local Spiritual Assembly of Quincy. In.. incorpol"a:I;ed on Feb-
ruary 8, 1956. 

eluding the Baha'i Holy Day observ_ 
ances. The Eastside Branch is 
staffed with Negroes, and serves the 
minority district. 

The outstanding event of this year 
was a program on February 12 
called "Spotlight on Negro Achieve
ment." Publicity was secured in the 
local Negro press, by aIUlounce
ments mailed to churches, and by 
extending personal invitations to 
contacts. About 100 people attended 
the meeting; three·fourths of them 
were Negro who had been attracted 
by the newspaper publicity and 
church announcements. 

There was music by a Negro 
chorus, a symposium on Negro 
achievement in literature, science, 
music, and social endeavor present· 
ed by members of the Negro com
munity, none of whom were Baha'is, 
and an appreciation of Louis Greg. 
ory, Hand of the Cause, by Helen 
Wilks. 

Because the whole program was 
planned and carried out as a service 
to the Negro community, and not 
primarily as an advertisement of the 
Faith, it appeared to have a tre
mendous impact. 

INDIAN CONFERENCE HELD 
AT LOS ANGELES 

An American Indian Teaching 
Conference was held at the Baha'i 
Center in Los Angeles, Calif., on 
April 7. The Los Angeles Local Spir
itual Assembly was host. 

All the Baha'is of Southern Cali
fornia were invited to participate in 
this conference, the first on the sub
ject of reaching, teaching, and serv. 
ing the ever increa sing number of 
Indians in the city. 

The American Indian Service 
Committee is prepared to plan and 
conduct other conferences in coop
eration with any co~munity or area 
that would welcome such an oppor_ 
tunity for consultation on one of our 
country's great tmfinished tasks. 

"FORMATIVE YEARS OF FAITH" 
STUDIED IN SAN FRANCISCO 

The San Francisco. Calif., com. 
munity has been conducting a se. 
ries of classes on "Thirty Years of 
the Formative Period of the Faifu." 

A special feature was the show
ing of the films of 'Abdu'l-Baha on 
his visit to America in 1912, and the 
playing of recordings of his voice. 
At this meeting, the class of inquir
ers was also invited. for a joint par. 
ty given by the leader, Dr. Mildred 
Nichols. 

To give the community the benefit 
of the class' work on the Formative 
Period of the Faith, several mem. 
bers of the class will relate the out. 
standing events as chronicled in The 
Baha'i World volumes at several fu
ture Feasts. 

This information should help to fa
miliarize the friends with the ree· 
ords and illustrations contained in 
these books, and to indicate the 
world-wide scope of the Faith. 
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MONTHLY REPORT ON WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 
Third Year National Baha'i Fund 1955-1956 

, .... ,., . "--

MAUl ENJOYS 4 DAY 
TEACHING PROGRAM 

MAY, 1956 

As of April 15, 1956 Maui, Hawaii, is normally "off the 

Where we should be: 
$529,000. 

Where we are: 
$354,000. 

.......... $550,000.00 Total Budget for Entire Year 
(Average Monthly Requirements . .. $46,000.ooJ 

Monthly receipts to date: 
May 1-15 . . ........ $15,500 
May 15 - June 15 . . $22,500 
June 15 - July 15 . . . . .. $23,500 
July 15 - August 15 ...... .$19,500 
August 15 - September 15 .... $37,000 
September 15 - Oelober 15 .. $39,500 
October 15 . November 15 ... $40,000 

Accumulated deficit as of April 15, 1956 

REVEAL FUTURE PLANS 
OF COMMITTEE ON 
QUESTIONNAIRES 

Expanded activities a re planned 
by the National Committee on Baha'i 
Questionnaires for the future, 
according to a committee announce
ment. 

These plans will include the fol
lowing: 

1. Creation of a new type of ques· 
tionnaire card which will not be 
mailed, but used by local Baha'is at 
public meetings to stimulate local 
follow-up and response. 

2. Initiation of an accelerated pro
gram of periodic mailings to all as
semblies informing them of latest 

November 15 - December 15 .. $27,000 
December 15 - January 15 . $40,500 
January 15 - February 15 ..... $28,000 
February 15 - March 15 . . $35,000 
March 15 - April 15 . $26,500 

Total ... $354,500 

........... $174,500 

-NAflONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBL'i 

plans, and soliciting their aid and 
cooperation in the consideration of 
new ideas. 

3. Development of a constructive 
follow-up technique that will help all 
assemblies and individual Baha'is to 
secure confirmed and reso1ute new 
members from those indicating 
a basic interest. 

4. Coordination of the efforts of 
this committee, at all times, with 
the entire teaching and proclama
tion program of the National Spirit
ual Assembly. 

During the past year, this com· 
mittee sent out 7,025 questionnaire 
cards. Of these, 4,450 were "An· 
nouncement Cards," and 2,575 were 
the "Double Card" type. 

beaten track" as far as visits from 
itinerant Baha'i speakers is con
cerned. Therefore, the four day visit 
of Mrs. Florence Mayberry. member 
of the Auxiliary Board, had a tre
mendously stimUlating effect on the 
entire Maui Baha'i community. 

Mrs. Mayberry and her son, Mi
chael, arrived on the island of Maui 
on March 1, 1956. On hand to greet 
them were a group of Baha'is and a 
press photographer from the Maul 
News. One of the pictures he took 
was published in the- newspaper two 
days later. 

Mrs. Mayberry spoke at noon that 
day before the Kiwanis Club in the 
to'WTI of Wailuku on "World Govern
ment." She was introduced by one of 
l\.'Iaui's leading Congregational min
isters. 

That evening, at the Feast of 
• Ala.' l the community gained much 
inspiration from her message from 
the Hands of the Cause, and from 
her remarks on the Faith. 

On March 2, Mrs. Mayberry ap
peared on the regular 15 minute 
monthly Baha'i radio program on 
station KMVI. She was interviewed 
by a local Baha'i on the subject 
"What Does a Baha'i Believe?" 

In the evening, the Maui commu
nity had arranged a public meeting 
at Kahului on the subject, nOne 
World Faith." There were 29 pres· 
ent, including 16 non-Baha'is. 

The next night, March 3, a fire-
side was planned, at which Mrs. 
Mayberry showed slides of Canada, 
Alaska, and the Haifa Shrines. The 
news of the work by pioneers in 
Alaska was most ins.piring to the 
Maui friends, and served to bring 
them closer, in spirit, to their Baha'i 
co-workers in that region. 

March 4, Mrs. Mayberry traveled 
to the western side of Maui, to the 
town of Lahaina, for a public meet
ing in a public school. 

The Maui community, through 
their efforts, obtained considerable 
newspaper and radio advertising, 
both free and paid, for these vari
ous meetings. They believe that the 
efforts of Mrs. Mayberry and the 
members of the community brought 
a great deal of prestige to the Faith, 
and increased the public's recogni
tion of the Cause on Maui. 
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SEMINAR TEACHING USED 
IN FOUR COMMUNITIES 

The seminar method of Baha'i 
teaching was used with success in 
four communities during the months: 
of February and March. 

"Whitefish Bay, Wisc. t presented 
Mrs. Florence Mayberry, member of 
the Auxiliary Board, from March 25 
to 29; Waukesha, Wise., featured 
Mrs. Vivian Fellows during the week 
of March 4; Fargo, N. D., March 4 
to 14, and Sioux Falls, S. D., Febru· 
ary 23 to March 3, conducted classes 
by Mrs. Ruth Moffett. 

In each community the pattern of 
activity was similar: daily classes 
of concentrated study, public meet
ings in the evening. radio and televi
sion publicity and interviews. and 
newspaper advertising and publi
city. 

The results of these seminars in
dicate increased activity and in
terest in the Baha'i message, and 
the securing of many new contacts. 
Total attendance figures are impres-,. 
slve. 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
Anchorage and Anchorage Record

ing District, Alaska, held a joint Naw
Riiz observance, beginning with a 
dinner at a local 'restaurant, followed 
by a party at the I;Ia~iratu'l-Quds, 
with singing, games, and refresh
ments. There was good interracial 
attendance, with over 40 Baha'is and 
guests present. 

The Albuquerque, N. Mex" com· 
munity has arranged for free TV 
time every second Sunday over 
station KOAT-TV. The time will be 
used for 15 minute panel discussions 
on the Faith. 

Los Angeles, Calif., Child Educa
tion Committee gave a Naw-Ru.z 
party for all children of Baha'is on 
March 21 at 11:00 A.M. Each child 
brought an inexpensive present to 
exchange with a gift brought by an· 
other child. Games and refreshments 
were provided, with the celebration 
planned to give the children a bet· 
ter understanding of this Baha'i holi
day. 

Naw-Ruz in Kansas City, Mo" was 
observed with a public meeting at 
the YWCA. The program included a 
talk and readings by Mrs. Margaret 
Ruhe, a film on South America, re~ 
freshments. and a social hour. 
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Newly incorporated Local Spirltlla.1 ASsen1bly of Memphis, 
Tenn. They state, HBecom.ing an incorporated Assembly Is 

quite an event, and we are happy a.bout it." 

AREA NEWS BULLETINS 
The East Central States Area 

Teaching Committee announces in 
their Bulletin a series of meetings to 
be held on May 6, at which dele· 
gates to the National Convention will 
report on the proceedings while the 
spirit of the convention is still with 
them. Cities scheduled are Indian
apolis, Fort Wayne and South Bend, 
Ind., Cleveland, Columbus, Dayton, 
Toledo, Mansfield, Cincinnati, Lima 
and Warren, Ohio, Ann Arbor, De
troit, Battle Creek, Flint, Lansing, 
Muskegon, Grand Rapids, and KaJa
mazoo, Mich. 

A Blue Ridge Conference Commit
tee meeting was held in Atlanta, 
Georgia, on February 4 to discuss 
future plans. This year the Blue 
Ridge Conference will be held on 
August 25 to 28. This information is 
included in the Bulletin for the South 
Atlantic States. Also reported is a 
large meeting held at Orangeburg, 
S.C., on February 12. Over 500 peo a 

pIe heard Dr. William Tucker give 
the Baha'i message at the New 
Mount Zion Church at two meetings 
that day. The pastor of this church 
is deeply interested in the Faith. 
That same day, at once Lincoln's 
Birthday and Race Relations Day t 
Mrs. Van Sombeek spoke to a group 
in another church in the same city. 
Baha'Is of Orange County and nearby 
tOVifTIS gathered at Orlando, Fla., on 
March 11 for a public meeting with 
Allen McDaniel as speaker. St. Pe
tersburg, Fla., has had an active sea
son, with weekly study classes, and 
a public meeting on March 25. 

ANNOUNCE TEMPLE OBSERVANCE 
FOR DECLARATION OF THE BAB 

The Temple Worship Committee 
has announced the order of the 
program for the Anniversary of the 
Declaration of the Bab on May 22, 
1956: 

8:15-9:05: Public Meeting in Foun
dation Hall. 

9: 15-9 :30: Devotions in the Audi to
rium. 

Livjng Today For Tomorrow's 
World. (A Junior's Book of Religion.) 
By Marguerite True. TIle material 
covers the Prophets, the new laws 
for the nations and for the people 
of the world, and questions and an· 
swers (with spaces for additional 
comments), as contained in the pre-
vious edition of A JunioT's Book of 
Religion, with a few revisions. illus
trated with several drawings by Jean 
Hutchinson. This is a printed (not 
mimeographed) book, with colorlul 
stiff paper cover. 24 pages. 

Per copy .................... $ .75 

New Edition. 
BaM'i World Faith- Selected from 
the Writings of Baha'u'Il.ih and 'Ab· 
du'l-Baha. This new edition contains 
an introduction by Horace Holley 
which will add greatly to the value 
and understanding of this compila
tion of Baha'i Sacred Writings, par
ticularly for its placement in public 
and university libraries. This book 
offers the student of religion a com
pilation of Baha'i Writings which, in 
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one convenient volume, discloses 
their universal ranges of themes, 
their cJNect application to modern 
life and their incomparable spiritual 
power. H~re is a World Bible re
vealed tQr men of all races and 
lands. 46!1! pages, bound in cloth. 

Per co:W ................... , $2.50 

Baha'iW~·.' Jd Faith. (Deluxe Edition). 
A few . ies remain of the genu
ine red J therbound, goJd-edged edi
tion of th work prepared especially 
for the Centenary of 1944. This is a 
beautiful gift item. 

Per copy ............... ', .... $5.00 -, 
The Chosen Highway. By Lady 
Blomfield. A new prin tiiig - is now 
available on this treasured collection 
of intimate stories surrounding the 
lives of Baha'u'll;ih, the Bab, 'Abdu'l
Baha and Their families. Contains 
phot,,'graphs of the Master, Bahiyyih 
KhanuID. and the author, Lady 
Blomfield. Bound in blue cloth with 
blue and white jacket. 

Per copy .................. , .$2.75 

Reduced Price 
The Spell of the Temple. By Allen 
B. McDanieL The Publishing Trust 
has acquired the remaining stock on 
this ti Ue from the original publish
er and is thereby able to offer a 20% 
reduction in price. 

This is the only publication WE' 

have which gives a detailed story 
of the Temple. The National Public 
Library Committee highly recom
mends this for library presentation, 
The story is told by one who was 
intimately concerned with the Tern
pie from the original dream to com· 
pletion of the structure, and it wiH 
interest not only the many thousands 
who have already come to the Tern
'ple to visit or to worship, but to 
those who have not yet caught a 
gleam of what a dawning universal 
age has in store for mankind. 

96 pages, cloth, jacket illustrated 
with Temple photo. 

Per copy (reduced price) .... $2.00 

Fore< 9" literature 
The Hidden Words of Baba'u'llah. 
(Russian). 

Per copy ............. " .... $ .85 

The Renewal of Civilization (Norwe. 
gian). By David Hofman. 

Per copy .................... $ .60 

FEASTS 

Available from 
BAHA'i PUELISHLNG TRUST 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 

May 17-'A~amat (Grandeur) 

HOLY DAYS 

May 2-Twelfth Day of Rio;lvim 

May 23-Declaration of the Bab 
(on ;May 22, at about two hours after 
sunset) 

(Holy Days and Anniversaries 
celebrated at the Baha'i House of 
Worship are open to the public. The 
public meeting will he held in Foun
dation Hall, beginning at 8:15 p.m. 
and the devotions will be held in 
the_Auditorium upstairs at 9:15 p.m. 
The meeting is held on the evening 
of the day preceding the anniversary 
date.) 

May 29--Ascension of Baha'u'llah 
(at 3:00 p.m.) 

BAHA'j HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

Visiting hours 

Weekdays and Saturdays: 
1 :00--4 :00 P.M. 
(the Auditorium will be open) 

Sundays: 10:30 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 
(the entire building will be open) 

Service of Worship: Sunday at 3 :30 
P.M., lasting until 4:15. 

MAY, 1956 

HGlory be unto Thee. 0 my God! 
V.e"7ily~ thEa Thy seTvant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gathered undn the 
shadow oj Thy mercy and -they are 
united th1"ough Thy favor and- genero.sifJI. 
o Lord! Assist them in this Thy world 
and Thy Kingdom· and destine tor them 
ev.e1'Y good through Thy bounty and 
grace . . ," 

-BAHA. 'u"WH 

Cleveland, Ohio: Dr. Irma Brown to Mr. 
William C. Ashley on February 5, 1956, 

nDeath pT'OffeTeth unto f!''Oery conji
dent believeT the cup that is life indeed. 
It be3tou.:oeth joy, and is the bearer of 
gladness. It confeTTeth the gift of ever
lasting Hfe." 

Mrs. Grace Card 
Lake Worth, Florida 
Date not reported 

Mrs. Zorayeh HutchInson 
Los Angeles. California 
Febru.ary 4, 1956 

Mrs. Edith M. Hill 
Cleve]and, Ohio 
March 4. 1956 

Mr. William Schend 
Kenosha. Wisconsin 
March 6, 1956 

Mrs. Jennie M. Burdick 
Sebastopol. California 
March 11, 1956 

Mrs. Grace La Rue Hamilton 
San Mateo, California 
March 12, 1956 

Mr. John H. Linfoot 
San Francisco, California 
March 15, 1956 

Mil'S Beatrice Irwin 
San Diego, California 
March 20, 1956 

Mr. Frank. Ashton 
Monterrey, N.L,. Mexico 
March 22., 1956 

CORRECTION 
Mr, James Erickson 

LaCrescenta, Calif. 
January 13, 1956 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spirirual Assembly at the Baha'is ot the United States as a Dews organ reportin. 
ClUTent activities of the Bahli'i World CommunitY. 

Reports. plans, news items and photographs ot general interest are requested trom national committees and local assemblies of 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended, 

BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1955~56: Mrs, Eunice BrauD, 
Miss Charlotte Linfoot, Richard Thomas. 

Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, DlinOis. U.S.A. 
Change ot address should be reported directly to National Eaha'i Office. 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette. Dlinois, U.S.A. 



Onene.1.1 

Basic Principle of the Baha'i Faith 

MORE than one hundred years ago Baha'u'lllih, Founder of the Baha'i World Faith, pr0-
claimed the principle of the onen"",, of mankind. Amons Hi. writings we cite, 

"Clo.e your eye. to racial diHerencet! and weleome all with the light of oneneo&." 
"¥ e are the fruit. of one tree and the leaves of one hranch •..• So powerful if! the 

light of unity that it can illumine the whole earth." 
"¥e dwell in one world, and have been created throush the operation of one WilL 

Ble .. ed 10 he who m insleth with all men in a spirit of utmost kindline88 and love." 
"The earth is but one country; and mankind its citizen&." 
"The well.beins of mankind, its peaee and oeeurity are unattainable unles. and until 

its unity i. firmly establi.hed." 
The Baha'i Faith arose at the besinnins of the new stage in human evolution when 

.cience and technolol!Y are destroying BUcient boundaries .eparatins the peoples of the world. 
Racet! and nations have become interdependent and sobject to one destiny. The Baha'i procla· 
mation of the principle of onene.. supplies the spiritual guidance needed for understanding 
of this great process which is trand orming the conditions of human existence. By this 
principle the Baha'Is recoguize that God if! the Creator of all racet! and peoples, and there
fore conftict and di .. ension arising from prejudice if! contrary to the Divine Will. Throush 
unity the world can attain a new and hisher civilization, while the outhreak of another 
internationaJ conflict can cause general destruction. 

A. long ago a8 1911, 'Abdu'I.Baha, expounding the teaeWngs of Baha'u'lilih, d ... 
c1ared In a public address: 

"TWs is a new cycle of human power •••• It is the hour of the unity of the .ons of 
men and of the drawing together of all races and all classes. You are loosed from ancient 
superstitions which have kept men ignorant, destroying the foundations of true humanity~" 

In 1931 the Gnardian of the Faith wrote: "The proclomation of the Onenes. of 
Man kind • • . implies at once a warning and a promise - B warning that in it lies the sole 
meaDS for the salvation of a greatly suffering world, a promise that its realization is at hand." 
Viewing the ominow inle-malional situation he also wrote: '''We have but to turn our gaze to 
humanity's blood .. tained history to realize that nothing short of intense mental as well as 
physical agony has been able to precipitate those epoch.making changes that constitnte the 
greatest landm8l"ks in the history of human civilization." 

Membership in a Baha'i community, participation in its worship, its activities and 
the operalion of its elective institutions follow upon acceptance of the Faith, free from any 
racial or other discrimination. Baha'i schools, wherever they have heen established, are open 
to all members. The quaUties and capacitl ... of the individual Baha'i determine his role in 
the community, not his race or class. 

Baha'i. communities at this time exist in all the eontinen-.s, - with a membership
representing great diversity of racial and religion. backgrounds. Despite the preosure of 
international events, these communities are demonstrating that even today a religioU8 fellow
ship ean exist which represents a cro88-seetion of the human race_ Obedience to government 
is a definite requirement of their Faith. Therefore, Baha'i. abide by the spiritual principle of 
onene .. and do not become involved in political controversy. Inter-racial reiationsWps are 
today no longer a matter of merely domestic eoncern - their inft uence is felt in distant 
countries. 

This statemenl of Baha'i teachings has been prepared in order to clarify the posi. 
tion of members of the Faith throughout the United Slat ... at tWs critical hour. 

• • NATIONAL SPIRITVAL ASSEMBLY OF THE BAHA'IS 
Wilmette, IIlinoi. OF THE UNITED STATES 
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BAH A 'I TEN YEAR PLAN 
Third Phase 

Objectives for America Listed 
in the Guardian's Message 

to the Forty.Eighth Annual Convention 

1. Newly opened territories must not be allowed to 
become vacant. 

2. Local Assemblies must not be allowed to dissolve 
or be endangered. 

3. The process of increasing the number of supporters 
and multiplying isolated centers, groups and Assemblies 
must be accelerated. 

4. Incorporation of local Assemblies must proceed 
with great rapidity. 

5. The remaining unopened territories, outside the 
Soviet orbit, four islands, must have pioneers. 

6. The Temple site in Stockholm must be speedily 
acquired. 

7. The six remaining lJa~iratu'l-Quds in Latin Ameri~ 
ca and Europe must be rapidly established. 

8. The Baha'i endowments not yet acquired must be 
secured. 

9. The remaining languages to be translated and 
published. 

10. The construction of the home for the Aged in Wil
mette must be started and rapidly carried forward. 

11. The newly formed National Assemblies are to be 
incorporated, and those formed later are also to be in
corpora ted. 

12. Multiply local Asemblies in all territories where 
National Assemblies are to be established in the near 
future-South and Central America. Alaska, Japan, 
Scandinavia, Finland, Benelux Countries, Iberian 
Peninsula and France. 

Beloved Friends: 
In the Guardian's Convention Message, published in 

the May issue of BAHA'i NEWS, Shoghi Effendi outlined 
the particular tasks to be achieved during the Third 
Phase of the Ten Year Plan. Of these tasks the twelve 
summarized above have direct reference to American 
Baha'is. Here we have clearly before us the objectives 
of our work until RiQ.van, 1958, 

Plans for acquiring the remaining l;Iafiratu'I-Quds and 
endowments in Latin America and Western Europe, and 

for translating and publishing Baha'i texts in the re
maining languages, are under way. 

The most arduous tasks are these: (l) preparing for 
the formation of National Assemblies in Latin America 
Alaska, and Japan; (2) preparing for the formation of 
National Assemblies in Western Europe; and (3) in
creasing the number of local Assemblies on the home 
front. 

Therefore we are called upon collectively to give the 
utmost response to plans and appeals launched by the 
Western Hemisphere Teaching Committee, the Asia 
Teaching Committee, the European Teaching Committee 
and the American National Teaching Committee. 

The notable successes achieved since the inaugura
tion of the World Crusade are not ends in themselves 
but means for the achievement of all remaining tasks. 
Powerful teaching and administrative institutions have 
been created, and their facilities and experience are at 
the disposal of every heroic volunteer who arises in re
sponse to the Guardian's call. 

The process of dispersal from the larger centers 
should be vigorously continued, and this will supply the 
reservoir of new pioneers needed on all fronts. 

Above all, the quickening and inspiration of the 
United States Baha'i community is the essential requi
site for success. We live in heroic days when "living 
the life" involves confirmation in the spirit of the Faith 
of Baha'u'lltili and not merely knowledge of His teach
ings and truths. 

"Address yourselves to the promotion of the well
being and tranquility of the children of men," BaM
tu'IHih wrote in a Tablet directed to the Hpeople of Bah a." 
"Bend your minds and wills to the education of the 
people and kindreds of the earth, that haply the dis· 
sensions that divide it may, through the power of the 
Most Great Name, be blotted out from its face, and all 
mankind become the upholders of one Order and the in
habitants of one City." "Illumine and hallow your 
hearts; let them not be profaned by the thorns of hate 
or the thistles of malice. Ye dwell in one world, and 
have been created through the operation of one Will, 
Blessed is he who mingleth with all men in a spirit of ut
most kindliness and love." (Gl. pp. 333·334) 

°Whoso ariseth to teach Our Cause must needs detach 
himself from all earthly things, and regard, at aU times, 
the triumph of Our Faith as his supreme objective:' 
(Gl. p. 334) 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 



JUNE. "56 

Forty-Eighth Annual Baha'i Convention 

On the .following pag<;s there is published a complete coverage of 
th<; . Nahonal Convenhon: .reco~mendations made to the National 
Spiritual Assembly and their actions, the official returns of the elec
tIOn .of the new Asse~bly, and a descriptive account of the pro
ceedings by the appointed Convention Reporter. 

Aclion on Convention Resolutions 

by the National Spiritual Assembly 

The following recommendations 
were adopted at the Forly-Eighth 
Annual Baha'i Convention and were 
referred to the incoming National 
Spiritual Assembly, which has taken 
the action indicated under each one: 

1. That the letter from the Guard. 
ian to Mrs. Vaffa Kinney which was 
read at the Convention by one of the 
delegates be published in BAHA'i 
Ngy.rs. 

Action: This letter appears on page 
13 of this issue of BAHA'i NEWS. 

2. That consideration be given to 
the possibility of interesting some 
publisher of pocket edition books in 
bringing out a small volume on the 
Baha'i Faith similar to those already 
published on Islam. Hinduism, etc. 

Action: Steps have been taken to 
investigate this possibility as well as 
to interest a Baha'i writer in pre
paring the manuscript for such a 
book. 

3. That the friends be informed as 
to what steps can be taken legally 
to secure tax exemption on their con
tributions to the Faith. 

Action: The Legal Committee of 
the National Spiritual Assembly has 
been requested to prepare for publi
cation in BAHA'f NEWS a summary of 
income tax considerations bearing 
upon contributions and bequests to 
the Faith. 

4. That the incoming National Spir
itual Assembly adopt the budget for 
1956-1957 as presented by the Treas
urer on behaU of the outgoing Assem
bly. 

Action.' The incoming National 
Spiritual Assembly has adopted this 
budget which is described in the spe
cial insert accompanying this issue 
of BAHA'i NEWS. 

Child Education 

5. That a brochure be prepared 
stating the basic Baha'i principles on 
child education for distribution to 
non-Baha'i parents. 

Action: The National Baha'i Child 
Education Committee has been re
quested to submit a summary of the 
bas'c Baha'i principles of child edu
cation in a form suitable for distribu
tion to non-Baha'i parents. 

6. That a statement be prepared 
outlining the Baha'i concept of edu
cation. 

ActiDn: The National Spiritual As
s,:~bly has requested its Publishing 
LlaJSOn Committee to consider this 
recommendation in the light of the 
present publishing policies and plans. 

7. That consideration be given to 
the appointment of a College Speak. 
ers' Bureau which would serve the 
National Bah-a!i Youth Committee 
the Area Teaching Committees and 
the believers generally in prom'oting 
speaking opportunities for Baha'is in 
colleges and providing the speakers 
to fill such engagements. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly is prepared to appoint a Col
lege Speakers' Bureau whose first 
responsibility, before starting tofunc
tion, win be to make a survey of the 
possibilities of their operation and to 
make recommendations to the NSA. 

8. That the National Spiritual As. 
sembly investigate the possibility of 
setting up a central organization for 
the printing and distribution of the 
bulletins of the various Baha'i com. 
mittees. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly has investigated the possibi1-
ity of this type of service but finds 

it is not practical or feasible at the 
present time. 

Youth Committees 

9. That the structure of the Area 
Youth Committees be reconstituted 
rather than providing for youth rep
resent~tion on the Area Teaching 
Committees, but that in each case a 
member or members of the Area 
Youth Committee be designated to 
maintain contact with the Area 
Teaching Committee. 

Action: The National Spiritual As~ 
sembly will appoint Area Youth Com
mittees in such areas where the Na
tional Baha'i Youth Committee feels 
there is sufficient personnel for such 
committees. This will not change the 
policy of appointing a youth member 
to the Area Teaching Committee 
wherever possible. 

10. That consideration be given to 
the appointment of a Youth Advisory 
or Youth Liaison Committee com
posed of adults to insure the conti
nuity of the administrative activities 
of the National Baha'i Youth Com. 
mittee. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly recognizes the need for such 
an advisory group and will appoint 
one as soon as suitable personnel can 
be found, and after consultation with 
the National Baha'i Youth Committee 
itself. 

n. That the National Spiritual As. 
sembly make available youth schol. 
arships for both Baha'i and non
Baha'i youth to enable them to attend 
Baha'i summer schools. 

Action: After consideration, the 
National Spiritual Assembly record
ed the view that this is a matter to 
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be left to the discretion of each local 
Spiritual Assembly. 

12. That the Forty-Eighth Annual 
Convention_ of the Baha'is of the 
United States, having considered a 
detailed report of the persecution of 
their franian co-religionists through 
the influence of fanatical forces in 
iran, appeal to their newly elected 
NSA to take all possible and appro
priate actions to bring about ilie ter
mination of this cruel and disgraceful 
oppression which represents a repu
diation of the concepts of human 
rights and :religious liberty supported 
by the Charter of the United Nations 
and a betrayal of the fundamental 
principles revealed by all the Pro
phets. 

Action: It is recorded that the 
Baha'i Press Service transmitted this 
resolution to the Associated Press 
and the two leading Chicago news
papers. It is also recorded ~at the 
National Spiritual Assembly IS con
tinuing the energetic campaign un
dertaken last year with the approval 
of the Guardian, aimed at removal of 
the restrictions surrounding the 
Baha'is in him. 

13. That consideration be given to 
means that will enable groups of 
Baha'} youth to travel to areas which 
do not have Baha'i youth, for the 
purpose of assisting the friends in 
those areas to contact youth, special 
emphasis being placed on the criti
cal areas in the adult administrative 
structure, namely, small communi
ties. 

Action: Although it recognizes the 
desirability of such travel by groups 
of youth, the National Spiritual As
sembly records the view that ,because 
of their responsibilities, both per
sonal and Baha'i, the Baha'i youth 
currently lack time to devote to such 
projects. 

14. That the National Spiritual As
sembly consider the possibility of 
sponsoring some sort of annual pub
lic speaking contest on Baha'i sub
jects at the high school level. 

Action: In view of all the other 
demands upon the time and funds of 
the Baha'is, the Assembly voted to 
take no action on this recommenda
tion. 

15. That the Convention request the 
National Spiritual Assembly to ex
press to the Secretary-General of the 
International Council on behalf of the 

Convention the gratification of the 
delegates and visitors in having the 
privilege of greeting Mr. Shalon, the 
distinguished visitor from Haifa. 

Action: This action has been car
ried out. 

16. That the Baha'i Publishing 
Trust give consideration to the pub
lication of choral arrangements of 
new music written by Baha'i com
posers. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly records the view that at the 
present time the Bahll.'i Publishing 
Trust can be authorized to publish 
and distribute only such music as is 
rendered by the A Cappella choir of 
the Baha'i House of Worship. 

17. That the National Spiritual As
sembly consider ways and means of 
making available to the be1ievers the 
type of display panel for literature 
which was exhibited at the Conven
tion by a delegate from the State of 
Washington. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly commends the ingenuity of 
the friends in Washington and ex
presses the view that the same type 
of display can be developed in other 
parts of the country. Rather than 
attempting to develop such a project 
on a national scale1 involving high 
costs of production and problems of 
distribution, the National Spiritual 
Assembly has requested the Baha'i 
Publishing Trust to develop some 
suggestions for simple, inexpensive 
portable displays that can be pro
duced locally by Baha'i groups and 
communities. 

Human Rights Day 

18. That United Nations Human 
Rights Day (December 10) be in
cluded in the list of special events 
to be observed and publicized by the 
Baha'i community this year. 

Action: Baha'i Press Service has 
been directed to .include United Na
tions Human Rights Day in its list 
of special events to be publicized in 
the year 1956-1957. 

19. That appreciations of the Faith 
be sought from the heads of the 
United Nations delegations of coun
tries where the Faith is well estab
lished. 

Action: The National Assembly 
records the view that appreciations 
of the Faith should not be solicited 
from representatives of other govern
ments, but that no doubt such ap-

Model of the bronze door for the BahA'i 
International Archives BuDding OD Mt. 
Carmel. The door is 1.80 meters wide 
and 3.80 meters high. It wUI take lour 
months to ma.ke the wax mode] for cast
ing. The finishing will IDclude the giJdlag 
of the ten roses in the center of each 

panel. 

preciations· will come voluntarily 
from such officials as they learn 
more about the Cause and become 
favorably impressed with it. 

20. That consideration be given to 
reinstating the holding of race amity 
conferences in various parts of the 
country sponsored by Baha'i agen
cies. 

Action: This action was referred to 
the Interra~al Teaching Committee 
with the request that that committee 
make a recommendation to the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly as to the 
feasibiJity of conducting such a series 
of conferences under national direc_ 
tion. . 

21. That the National Spiritual As
sembly instruct the Baha'is of the 
United States as to what stand they 
shouJd take with respect to member
ship in the NAACP and similar or
ganizations. 

Action: It is the view of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly that the 
friends should be urged to concen
trate their time and energy on the 
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direct teaching of the Faith, which 
offers the only permanent solution to 
the problems of human relations t and 
not to dissipate their time and ener
gies in the work of other organiza
tions, no matter how worthy their ob
j ectives may be, 

Summer Schools 

22. That the Baha'i Summer 
Schools be asked to include in every 
adult session a discussion on child 
education. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly voted to give consideration to 
this recommendation at the time the 
summer school committees are ap
pointed for the 1957 sessions and 
when general instructions are issued 
on the types of programs desired by 
the Assembly. 

23. That the National Spiritual As
sembly call a conference of experi· 
enced Baha'i teachers for the pur
pose of developing a coordinated 
teaching plan for the United states. 

Action: The National Assembly ap
preciates the need for a coordinated 
national teaching plan, but after 
careful consideration it records the 
following views: 

a. The Guardian has given us 
the basic elements of a national 
plan in calling upon the American 
believers to multiply the centers 
and bring groups to Assembly sta
tus this year at an accelerated 
pace. 

b. A study of the annual reports 
received from local Spiritual As-

semblies reveal the need of a thor
ough spiritual quickening of the 
entire American Baha'i commu
nity. 

c. The methods which the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly has 
adopted are aimed at accomplish
ing the objectives set forth by the 
Guardian in his Convention mes~ 
sage and also at stimulating the 
believers to attain firmness in the 
Covenant and to acquire capacity 
;lod desire to serve the faith. 

24. That the National Spiritual As
sembly make available to the friends 
the article by Thornton Chase en
titled. "Before Abraham Was, I 
Am." after eliminat:ng any inac· 
curacies which it may contain. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly has referred this matter to 
its Publishing Liaison Committee for 
study and recommendation. 

25. That members on the Summer 
School Committees be appOinted for 
a two-year period, wilb half the 
membership of the committees being 
retained the succeeding year in order 
to give continuity for planning and 
programming. 

Action: In its annual appointment 
of the school committees the National 
Assembly attempts to retain a nu
cleus of experienced committee 
members. 

26. That lbe National Spiritual As
sembly consider opening the third 
phase of the World Crusade with a 
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strong appeal for dispersal on the 
home front. 

Action: The National Assembly wil1 
include such an appeal in its general 
coordinated plan for the attainment 
of home front objectives in the third 
phase of the Crusade. 

27. That the agenda for the State 
Conventions be prepared in such a 
way as to allow more time for those 
present to consult on their experi
ences and problems, thus giving 
those who are elected as delegates 
an opportunity to become familiar 
with these ideas and problems. 

Action: This recommendation will 
be referred to the State Convention 
Planning Committee with the request 
that it be given consideration when 
plans are made for the 1956 State 
Conventions. 

-NATIONAL SPIRIT"(TAL AsSEMBLY 

Election of New 
Notional Assembly 

The votes cast by the delegates 
to the Forty-Eighth Annual Baha'; 
Convention resulted in the election 
of the following members as the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly for the 
year 1956-57. 

Paul E. Haney 
Horace Holley 
H. Borrah Ka velin 
Charlotte M. Linfoot 
Charles Wolcott 
Margery McCormick 
Edna M. True 
Robert W. McLaughlin 
Katherine K. True 

The officers elected by the Nation-
al Spiritual Assembly are as follows: 

Chairman - Paul E. Haney 
Vice-Chairman - Charles Wolcott 
Secretary - Horace Holley 
Assistant Secretary - Charlotte M. 

Linfool 
Recording Secretary - Edna M. 

True. 
Treasurer - H. Borrah Kavelin 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Haziratu'I-Qllds of Guatemala. The dedi
cation ceremonies on Februa.ry 24~ 1956, 
were reported in "Babi.'j News" for May. 
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Expectancy. Accomplishments. Challenge 

Keynote National Convention Business 

Every annual Baha'i convention 
opens on a note of exp ectancy. The 
progress of the Baha'i Faith is now 
moving with so great a momentum 
on all continents of the planet that 
delegates and visitors arrive at the 
site of deliberations eager to hear of 
the latest conquests and to learn 
from the Rio;lvan Message of our be
loved Guardian the next points of 
attack. 

The Forty-Eighth Annual Conven
tion of the Baha I is of the United 
States, held in Foundation Hall, Wil
meUe, Ill., for four days, April 26 
through 29, 1956, was no exception. 
Even on Wednesday preceding the 
convention period, when registration 
was already climbing to well over 
the 300 mark, each believer knew 
that his fellow believers were won
dering HWhat will this convention 
bring?" 

The Ten-Year Crusade had come 
to the end of its first three years. 
Annual Reports of the committees 
of the National Spiritual Assembly 
disclosed all but the latest moves in 
the great drama as far as the Amer
ican Baha'i community was most 
closely concerned. What had been 
the successes, what the failures? 
How would the Rio;lv{m Message of 
our beloved Guardian throw into per. 
spective the whole picture and lead 
us into the future strengthened and 
re-confirm ed ? 

Mess~ge from the Guardian 

The Message from the Guardian, 
read about midRway on the first 
morning, began on a note of victory. 
"The triumphant termination of the 
second phase of the decade-long glob
al Spiritual Crusade on which the 
followers of the Faith of Baba'u'llah 
have so auspiciously embarked" 
were the opening words that lifted 
our hearts to share in the "joy, pride 
and thankfuiness" which Shoghi Ef
fendi feels in his own heart. 

As we listened to these ringing 
words, other words and other pic
tures crowded into my mind. Doubt
less other de1egates recalled how, 

Haziratu'l..q.nds at Cuidad Trujillo, Do
minican RepnbUc, purchased on Febru

ary 14, 1956. 

one hundred years ago, according to 
NabiI's Narrative, His Holiness the 
Bab sent His Letters of the Living 
forth to the far corners of Persia 
commissioned with a unique and 
blessed message, and strengthened 
with the divine assurance of "ulti~ 
mate victory." Their eyes, however, 
had to penetrate the thick clouds of 
oppression that hung over the world, 
and over their land in particular, to 
catch even a glimpse of the Day of 
Fulfillment. 

Then as the dawn of a new world 
era became brighter and pioneer 
teachers crossed boundaries, 'Abdu'l
Baha stood one day some sixty
eight years later on a site in the 
western world, where He was heard 
to utter words expressive of deep 
feeling over the onward march of 
the F ai th of BaM 'u '!llili. "0 Bah,,
'u 'llah! What hast thou done? 0 
Baba'u'lllili! May My life be sacri
ficed for Thee! a Baha.'u'IUth! May 
My soul be offered up for Thy sake! 
How full were Thy days with trials 
and tribulations! How severe the or· 
deals Thou didst endure! How solid 
the foundation Thou has finally laid, 
and how glorious the banner Thou 
didst hoist!" 

April, 1956. And the victory is al
most at hand. "The year that has 
just ended," the Guardian wrote the 
convention, is one "which posterity 
cannot fail to regard as one of the 
most eventful and chal1enging in the 
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annals of the Formative Age of the 
Baha'i Dispensation." Overshadowed 
as it was at the beginning by Ha 
sudden and highly menacing crisis" 
in the recrudescence of persecution 
in Persia, which will lead to two 
"shining goals" in the cradle of the 
Faith, it has seen an "equally signi· 
ficant development" in the progres~ 
sive unfoldment of the TenRYear Plan 
all over the earth. It is now entering, 
he continued, '~upon the third, and 
what promises to be the most bril
liant, phase in its execution." 

A Major Turning Point 

This Crusade now stands "at a 
m aj or turning point in the history of 
its marvelous unfoldment," was our 
Guardian's statement as he opened 
before our eyes the years ahead with 
even greater clarity than ever before. 
"Premonitory signs can already be 
discerned when troops will flock to 
its standard." Although the pitfalls 
that lie ahead are still numerous, he 
said, the Lord of Hosts will continue 
to assist His spiritual· warriors "to 
a degree that no finite mind can 
imagine or human heart perceive." 

There is need to speed forward 
the remaining tasks of the Crusade, 
an urgency that the delegates caught 
at once as the Message was being 
read. For one long paragraph, as the 
Guardian delineated the unfinished 
work, step by step, he repeated with 
each step the call for rapid accom
plishment, using one poignant phrase 
after another to build up the sense 
of acceleration: "With a rapidity" 
. . . ~jleast possible delay" • ~ ~ 
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Seven: members of the new Na.tlonal Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of CentraJ America. 

"speedily acquired". . "forthwith 
purchased" . . . "expeditiously as 
possible" ... "immediate attention." 

Having in detail pictured the pres· 
ent status of the Crusade and out· 
lined in review the tasks of the iu· 
ture without mention of additional 
obligations at this time, our beloved 
Guardian omitted speaking of what 
we had expected - an emphasis on 
the continued lag on the Home 
Front in America. This came as a 
gentle admonition and guide in one 
sentence of a note appended for us 
to the main message: 

"He hopes that the national con
vention will be inspiring to the 
friends, and encourage both the pia. 
neering work and the building-up of 
new centers and Assemblies on the 
Home Front, a much-needed but neg
lected ta sk." 

Convention Begins Work 

All Baha'is will want to read for 
themselves this victory message 
from Shoghi Effendi and ponder 
through the next months their place 
in the progress of the great Plan of 
salvation of mankind, (see May 
BAHA'f News). Discussion of the 
message itself on convention floor 
did not come until Thursday after
noon and was brief in its nature, but 
the message became the guide for 
all the consultation periods of the 
entire convention. 

Following a pre-convention day of 
registering. greeting friends, buying 

literature, studying the exhibits, and 
meeting with members of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly in the eve
ning for a social hour, the convention 
proper opened on Thursday morning, 
April 26, at 9:30, under nature's most 
lowering skies. Clouds and rain per
sisted for four days, eager to satisfy 
a thirsty earth and to quicken be
lated blooms in the Temple gardens. 
Even as the first session began, a 
tornado warning sent drivers to 
check on precautions for their parked 
cars. 

Registration through the sessions 
rose from the first formally an
nounced count of 328 adults, 24 youth, 
118 delegates, total of 832, to its peak 
Sunday of a total of 885, with 76 
youth and 141 delegates, the largest 
Baha'i convention in the United 
States with the exception of the Cen
tenary in 1944 and the Jubilee in 1953. 

After greetings from the National 
Spiritual Assembly to the convention, 
Paul E. Haney, ch airman and Hand 
of the Cause, who presided temp~r. 
arily to open the convention, brought 
the good news that the regional Na· 
tional Spiritual Assembly of South 
and West Africa was elected on Sun
day, April 22. He hadaltended as 
convenor and representative of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States. 

Permanent officers chosen by the 
delegates were Mr. Haney, chairman, 
and Horace Holley. secretary, 115 
and 113 the total number of votes 
cast in each balloting. 
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The convention theme was "Un
foldment of the World Crusade." The 
tentative agenda had been prepared 
by the National Spiritual Assembly 
to include two sub-themes that 
proved to be so closely interrelated 
that discussion of these often went 
hand-in-hand: objectives as given to 
the American Baha'i community by 
the Guardian, and suggestions for 
the convention consultation as sent 
in by delegates and by the December 
state conventions. After adoption of 
the agenda in the main, the conven
tion got down to work to hear re
ports from the National Spiritual As
sembly and its national committees 
and to consult with these bodies 
which serve the rising Order of 
BaM Vllah. 

Although the sessions were long in 
time and physically tiring; although 
committee members were laboring 
between the formal meetings and in
to the night; although there were 
exchanges of many kinds to be made 
between friends from states far and 
near and new friends to meet; never
theless, never has a convention been 
more earnest or enthusiastic or 
quick-thinking, and never has the 
American convention experienced so 
great a measure of sustained interest 
and pointed concentration as this one. 
Zest, friendliness, charity and a spir
it of dedication were united with 
ever-growing understanding of the 
staggering significance to humanity 
of the World Crusade goals. 

The National Assembly Report 

Horace Holley, secretary of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly and Hand 
of the Cause of God, made the report 
for that body to the assembled dele
gates. It was an informative and 
kaleidoscopic view of the Baha'i 
world and of a chievements of the 
BaM.'! Community of the United 
States for the past year. Mimeo
graphed copies supplied to the dele
gates, together with the copies pro· 
vided of the Guardian's Message, 
were a much-needed and much·used 
instrument for each delegate's kit 
during the con ven tion. 

"The shape and meaning of this 
Baha'i year were set for us by the 
Guardian's Message to the 1955 Con· 
vention in which he defined the 
World Crusade tasks to be comple
ted, including the furtherance of the 
immediate tasks enumerated in his 
1954 Message," Mr. Holley said. He 
outlined the objectives calling for re· 
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suits, 1954-55 and 1955-56, and stated 
that we must study annual reports 
of the Intercontinental and National 
Teaching Committees to find the true 
results as they have been achieved. 
A complete picture, even then, will 
not be available until the reports of 
local elections held on April 21 are 
all in_ 

"Suffice it to say," was his praise, 
"these committees have exerted ev
ery effort to increase the flow of 
pioneers in order to prepare for the 
1957 elections of the National Assem
blies, and to develop new Assemblies 
in the United States." 

The American responsibility for 
projects in respect to Temple sites 
(4), I,Ia~iratu'I-Quds (27), endow
ments and translations, nears com
pletion. Incorporations have been in
creased in the United States by two, 
now making 83 of the 100 Assemblies 
required by the Plan. The Guardian 
sent very important cables through~ 
out the year. specific ones dealing 
with the Persian persecutions, revi
talization of the American Baha'i 
community, and approval of a new 
statement prepared by the National 
Spiritual Assembly on "The Oneness 
of Mankind," intended to explain the 
Baha'i position on race relationship 
at this time of confusion and agita
tion_ Shoghi Effendi also gave per
mission for the publication of Marzieh 
Gail's translation of Mysterious For
ces of CivHization, a work by 'Abdu'l
BaM. 

Turning to the situation on the 
Home Front, the secretary reported, 
as of April, 1955, that nine new As
semblies were formed, nine lost and 
10 re-established, totalling an addi
tion of 10 when we need over 16 new 
Local Spiritual Assemblies each year 
to win the Crusade goal of 300 in the 
United States by 1963. "Under these 
circumstances it behooves the ... be
lievers to assume, each one, a full 
measure of responsibility for living 
the Baha'i life." 

Reviewing special activities the 
National Spiritual Assembly report 
covered responsibility for' publishing 
Baha'i World Vol. XII; acting as 
representative for The Baha'i Inter
national Community to present letter 
and documents to the United Nations 
on Charter revision; appeal made to 
the United Nations in the matter of 
persecutions in Iran; the postponing 
of a decision to replace Temerity 
Baha'i School, now requisitioned by 
the Air Academy; and the plan of 

Ellsworth Blackwell, a member of 
the N.S.A., to enter the pioneer field_ 
In addition to some items mentioned, 
Mr. Holley pointed to several others 
as bringing special blessings to the 
American commWlity this year: The 
Festival of Faith at San Francisco; 
extensive publicity resulting from the 
iranian persecution; continuing in
fluence of World Religion Day; the 
first Baha'i Asian Conference, held 
in Japan; continuing influence of the 
Baha'i House of Worship; and forma
tion of the National Spiritual Assem
bly of South and West Africa (the 
fifth "Pillar" brought into being with 
the assistance of the American Na
tional Spiritual Assembly)_ 

Express Our Gratitude 

To Shoghi Effendi the Convention 
cabled a message of gratitude and 
love in response to his Message, sent 
to us as to aU other Baha'i National 
Spiritual Assemblies meeting during 
the RicJv1m period. This is what we 
said: 

"The delegates and friends at the 
48th Annual Convention express 
heartfelt gratitude for message an
nouncing triumphant termination of 
the second phase of the global cru
sade. 

"This message of the unfoldment 
Faith both at home and abroad un
der challenging conditions inspires 
increasing awareness of our spiritual 
world citizenship. 

"We are gratified your prayers 
that we as individuals and as a 
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community may develop our poten
tialities and assume pur responsibil~ 
ities as called for in 3rd phase 
Crusade. Devoted 10ve. H 

To this message the Guardian 
replied by cable the following day 
as follows: "Deeply appreciate 
message. Urge redouble efforts 
attainment goals (of) Plan_ Praying 
fervently (for) unprecedented victo
ries. Deepest love/' 

Perhaps most of the believers 
gathered in Foundation Hall on the 
first day felt a s I, that we would 
like to fully respond to the Guard
ian's dear wish for us and send him 
before long the completed list of 
tasks accomplished. Perhaps they, 
too, felt deeply his loving expression 
of hope that "the national convention 
will be inspiring to the friends." Per
haps they all resolved to playa part 
in making it so. 

The annual convention is almost 
like a prism, reflecting light in mani
fold shades of color and brilliance. 
The many items of the agenda, the 
varied and beautiful personalities, 
the flashing consultation; the sacred 
moments of prayer at the corner
stone, the devotions together in the 
indescribably, heavenly beauty of 
the Auditorium, the thrill, and al
most reverence, with which pioneers 
are received; the complexity of re
ports, statistics, exhibits and goals; 
the magnificence of the House of 
Worship rising on the ridge and 
reflected in its many tones of bril
liance or softness against a changing 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Ca.p Haitian, Haiti, 
formed on ApriJ 21, 1956. 
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sky, the delightful moments of eat
ing and drinking together; the hard, 
hard work of preparation and con
duct of all aspects of the convention 
procedure and management, and the 
surprise events that break upon the 
scene sometimes-these things and 
others expand the soul, and polish 
it, till it, too, reflects in greater or 
lesser degree the lights of a new 
world in creation. May this spiritual 
renewal be enough this year among 
all believers to build up new centers 
and Assemblies on the Home Front, 
"a much-needed but neglected task," 
was the wish of the delegates often 
expressed. 

On the Home Front 

There has been progress this year 
in Home Front teaching, but it 
seems unlikelyt when final reports 
are in, that we will find the very 
necessary foundation has been ad
equately laid here for the advance 
of the Crusade in its next phase in 
America and throughout the world. 
This was the core of the Amer
ican National Teaching Committee's 
presentation to the convention on 
Thursday afternoon. which started 
off one of the liveliest and most se
rious discussion periods of the whole 
four days. 

Charles Wolcott, of the National 
Spiritual Assembly and chairman of 
the committee, and Mrs. Jesma 
Herbert, secretary, led the con
sultation period following their 
presentation. Delegates and visitors 
sat alert every moment, a large 
number of the former participating 
in rapid-fire succession for some 
four hours. 

Again this year 1 with some reports 
still to come in, there is evidence 
of a failure to achieve Assembly 
goals: a possible gain of only 12 
Assemblies (new, possibly 18, re
stored 6, and lost 12). With a need 
of nearly 20 every year for the dura
tion of the Crusade to make a total 
of 300 for victory, we continue to 
fall short. And the situation is ren
dered the more serious by the 
immaturities causing the loss of 
once-established Assemblies. 

On the enrollment side the record 
is better: 434 this year, including 
69 youth, with much of this activity 
under area jurisdiction. Withdrawals 
as a result of special National As
sembly letters sent out to determine 
the real status of inactive believers 
came to 355-a process of house· 

cleanjng, a facing of facts. Last year 
enrollments came to only 140. 

"Advance this year has been tan~ 
gible evidence of the progress and 
use of the elements of our teaching 
structure (national, area and home 
front committees)," Mr. Wolcott 
said. After a review of objectives 
and goals, Mr. Wolcott pointed to the 
need of rapidity in the national field. 
"We cannot lose speed at any time. 
We cannot supply the needs in the 
foreign fields unless we fill the res· 
ervoir at home, Stalwart workers 
have left our Home Front. We must 
replace them, The new Message 
from the Guardian says: 'The 
mighty and steady process involving 
the increase in the number of the 
avowed supporters of the Faith, and 
the multiplication of isolated centers, 
groups and local assemblies must, 
throughout this newly opened phase 
of the Plan, be markedly accel
erated.' This is the keynote of the 
discussion, 

"There is no arbitrary method of 
achieving what we are after," :Mr. 
Wolcott continued . . . ,jLet us be 
happily dedicated and consecrated." 

Sparking the consultation was the 
first topic on the suggestion sheet 
accompanying the agenda pages: 
"What is the reason for the present 
weakness in our American Baha'i 
community and what can be 
done about it?" 
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Questions and suggestions to get at 
the heart of the matter flowed: More 
of us must move to the weak areas 
and the new areas ... We must not 
permit God's work to be done in bun· 
gling fashion . . . Need for well 
taught, well-trained "amateurs" ... 
Examine the strength of our own 
communities as a positive step ... 
Revitalize our own bases of ac· 
tion ... Be powerful in the Covenant) 
then we will be on fire . . , The one 
big thing being done by the pioneers 
in other lands is to live the Faith ... 
Success is due to teamwork in a 
Baha'i community-all down the 
line! ... Help new believers to con· 
tinue growing. Don't drop them 
when they enroll ... Let's start being 
positive. We have a prestige that we 
never had before. It is getting 
a little more fashionable to be a 
Baha'i. Let's use this as a spring. 
board to teaching others. The time 
has come when the individual must 
ask himself: Do I really believe? 
Then, r am ready to serve 
Bahil'u'llilh ... What is wrong with 
us is not lack of information, but 
lack of enthusiasm ... A teacher 
must cross the miles between him
self and his student through knowl
edge and understanding ... Pioneers 
often teach more receptive peoples. 
Let us analyze our environment in 
America and choose our tools ac
cordingly, for we must win confi-

Babi.'is of Rarotonga. with the two pioneers, who elected the first 
Local Spiritual Assembly in the Cook Islands on April Zl~ 1956. 
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First Local Spiritua.l Assembly of the Baha'is of Aga.na, Guam, 
formed on April 21. 195&. 

dence and meet people on their own 
level at first ... If Baha',s have the 
fire they will set others aglow. Cer
tainly to devote myself to the Cause 
I must learn and know. This is the 
way to regenerate ... Do we need a 
full-time personnel director to study 
this membership situation? . . . Do 
the friends really know that they are 
angels? "We are doing something to 
the world! . . . While teaching we 
need to instill, gently, a love for the 
Writings and an eagerness to learn 
the BaM'i way of life ... Need fre
quent and impressive public meet
ings ... Walk with people you are 
trying to interest ... Try pocket edi
tions for presenting the Cause . . .. 
Love, so that you will sense what the 
other soul needs. The cup of love 
must be spilled for others. The 
Guardian said to a pHgrim that we 
must become purified and welded to
gether, and must dedicate ourselves. 
Then we will grow. We need to make 
the Teachings a part of each of us 
. . . God seeks out souls for us to 
teach. Our problem is to attain the 
Spirit of Faith for ourselves ... We 
can expect success if we teach as did 
'Abdu'l-Baha; prayer. meditation. 
dedication, perseverance and action 
are all essential ... The Guardian 
has said that the believers must be 
united in the Ten-Year Plan. 

A Divine Institution 

Now that the House of Worship is 
completed in all its radiant beauty, 
the gardens planted and the new 

fountains in action, the American 
Baha'is seeing thousands of visitors 
attracted to the Temple each year, 
a time has come when the conven
tion program need not include these 
things as an objective or for report. 
The rapid development of the divine 
institution of the Hands of the Cause 
requires special place. 

Last year the American Hands 
met the convention and shared their 
experiences and wisdom. This year 
on the first evening they did like
wise: Mrs. Corinne True, Mr. 
Horace Holley and Mr. Paul E. 
Haney, assisted by three members 
of the Auxiliary Board in the west
ern hemisphere, Mrs. Margery 
McCormick, Mrs. Florence May
berry and Mr. William deForge. 

It was an impressive and inspir
ing evening, begun with readings 
about the Hands from Baha'i litera
ture. As Mrs. True stood to greet the 
convention all arOSe to honor her in 
an expression of gratitude for her 
long life of firmness, devotion and 
service. 

In addressing the delegates and 
friends Mr. Haney pointed out for 
the Hands that the function now con
ferred on the institution is three
fold: to stress the verities of the 
Faith; to emphasize the tasks of the 
Crusade; and to assist local commu
nities and groups to grow strong. 
The efforts of members of the Aux
iliary Board have been dynamic in 
the last service. "In the institution 
of the Hands we have a body, the 
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spiritual significance of which we 
are but dimly aware," he said. 

A few inspirational lights from the 
brief talks of the AUXiliary Board 
members were: Mrs. McCormick
"One of the objectives of the mem
bers of the Auxiliary Board in as
sisting communities has been to help 
the Baha', believe that he is really 
significant to the Cause of God. For 
some mysterious reason ... we have 
been able to respond to the Cause ... 
it is not our capacity that makes it 
possible for God to take a moth and 
make it an eagle. It is our willing .. 
ness to let Him work through us." 

Florence Mayberry: "You are the 
most important teachers in the 
world. You partake of the wonderful 
spirit of discipleship as the followers 
of Baha'u'llilh, in spite of the fact 
that you are full of flaws. You are 
also full of beauty." She told the 
thrilling story of the power of the 
Faith in illuminating and confirming 
a famous Canadian geologist. 

William deForge: How the power 
of God selected and brought thirty
seven to a public meeting in Latin 
America was related dramatically 
by him. "The lesson to me is this," 
he said. "If we win so discipline our
selves by God's love, thousands of 
affinities will search us out." 

The tremendous feature of the eve
ning, in detail and with careful ex· 
planation of the significances as far 
as we can understand them, was the 
account of the historic events occur
ring in fran and the repercussions 
throughout the world in connection 
with the most recent persecutions of 
this past year. This was presented by 
Horace Holley, Hand of the Cause, 
and was to have been followed by a 
fUm showing scenes of spoliation and 
destruction in fran, a showing made 
at a later time in the convention. 

The chronological data cannot be 
included in this brief account of the 
convention, but we can include a 
few of Mr. Holley's interpretative 
remarks. 

"The traditional enemies over
looked the power of Baha'u'llilh. Un
expected friends began to arise." 
Here he cited the names of nine out· 
standing individuals who commented. 
publicly on the injustice of the per
secution of fran's largest minority. 
The effect of cables to iranian offi
cials, the appeal to the United 
Nations, and the large measure of 
publicity throughout the world given 
by the press was to reveal to the 
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government and religious leaders of 
fran that the Baha'i Faith is no 
longer confined to their country. hut 
is a world religion, he explained. 

"Out of this bitter savagery has 
come a great quickening throughout 
the world. The Guardian said if we 
can't build the Temple in iran 
according to the Ten~ Year Plan then 
we will build it in Kampala, Uganda! 
We have more than offset the sit
uation in fran. We can serve the 
Faith with all our hearts. After all, 
demonstration of action is what 
counts. ,. 

During the discussion period, 
questions brought the following ex
planations from Mr. Holley and Mr. 
Haney: Properties belonging to the 
Faith have not been restored in 
trim. Baha'is do not have unre
stricted freedom of assembly. There 
was a recent renewal of persecution 
in one village. The United Nations 
Secretary..General's action to pre
sent the matter to the iranian 
minister as a result of our appeal 
finishes the sequence of actions in 
regard to the U.N. appeal at the 
present time. Other possibilities may 
open up. A reshuffling of powers in 
fran might ameliorate the situation 
because banning was by ministerial 
decree, not by act of Parliament. 
The Mullas seized a chance to strike 
at the Cause and "stampeded" ac
tion. It is their fanaticism and the 
human injustices that we may speak 
of and not draw attention to the gov
ernmental situation. fran not only 
signed the United Nations Charter, 
but also the Declaration of Human 
Rights. so continued persecution of 
the type that has been is a violation, 
and as such is a threat to all the 
world now and is the concern of all 
peoples. 

It is because of these things tbat 
the historic events in fran are of 
such magnitude. This is why the 
Guardian lifted our sights by 
sending to the Baha'i world his 
magnificent letter entitled "A Mys' 
terious Dispensation of Providence. It 

In making his presentation of the 
historic events, step by step, Mr. 
Holley shared with the friends many 
details of what had happened in fran t 
and of actions taken by the franian 
Baha'is, by the Guardian and by the 
American National Assembly which 
we had not known before or seen 
in their true significance. He made 
it clear that the United States State 
Department has been provided with 

Bah8.'i group of Crete~ a German gOa.]f 

composed of the two pioneers a.nd the 
fl:rst native declared beUever. 

complete information on the situa· 
tion and on all action taken, and he 
explained the effectiveness of the 
Public Relations campaign inaugu· 
rated by the National Spiritual 
Assembly. 

The Very Life Blood 

The next morning, Friday. three 
wonderful hours were spent on 
another great institution of the 
Faith-the Fund! All figures came 
alive with spiritual vitality and 
world significance, as we realized 
how closely interwoven each budget 
item has been and will be with the 
objectives of the Crusade. 

The National Assembly made its 
report of stewardship through 
another of its able members, the 
national treasurer, H. B. Kavelin, 
and also presented a proposed 
budget for the ensuing year, which 
the convention recommended for 
adoption by the National Spiritual 
Assembly. Delegates responded to 
the Assembly presentation with 
sustained interest. understanding, 
appreciation, and co-operation never 
before equalled in an American 
Baha'I convention. The extended 
time of the session to 12:30 found 
almost everyone breathless from 
the expenditure of energy and 
enthusiasm. 

Mr. Ka velin spoke of the Mountain 
of God as a huge operating head
quarters where the Ten-Year Plan 
begins its unfoldment. Directing this 
world-encircling operation is the 
"Sign of God" on earth. The Guard
ian is ever watchful of the slightest 
development . . . We may rejoice 
that we have participated in this 
carefully organized plan ... Facts 
and figures of the treasurer's office 
are not cold; they are warm and 
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pulsmg when you translate them 
into actions. They are symbols of 
joyous sacrifice ... And these sym. 
bols become component parts of the 
new World Order before our very 
eyes." 

The budget recommended by the 
convention as proposed by the treas· 
urer's office in accordance with 
needs of the Crusade for 1956-57 calls 
for $500,000, a reduction of $50,000 in 
comparison with last year. not be
cause the requirements are really 
less but because the American 
Baha'i community totalled contri
butions last year of $373,000, Special 
estate funds made up $110,500 and 
the use of a balance in estate funds 
from the previous year brought the 
moneys to be used up to $583,000, 
the amount that was expended. The 
treasurer explained that estate funds 
will not always be available. 

Exact allocations were made clear 
by the treasurer's report and will be 
relayed to communities by the dele
gates. The amazing thing, said Mr. 
Kavelin, is that we accomplish so 
much with so little. He recounted. 
one by one, the tangible symbols of 
our achievement, beginning with the 
purchase of twenty-three ~a~iratu'l
Quds and allocation for four more. 
The speeding up of this objective in
creased the outlay this past year and 
emergency costs were $34,000 for 
Persian relief and a $55.000 contract 
for a Public Relations campaign to 
continue till next December ($33,000 
of this in last year). 

Most of the committees last year 
spent less than their budget, largely 
because of their consciousness of the 
drains on the N ationaI Fund, and 
have this year been curtailed some
what in budget allotments. This year 
new allocations have had to be 
made: anticipated expenses in for
mation of five new National Spirit
ual Assemblies, Bah/Pi World Vol. 
XII, and the beginning of construc
tion on the first Dependency. 

While last year the convention 
consultation ran the more usual 
course of how to raise more for the 
Fund, this year there was a flood of 
questions concerning the structure, 
operation, and purposes of the Fund. 
With the needs to be met, it seemed 
that the delegates were bent on 
gammg understanding at every 
point, that they might in turn make 
clear at home how the budget is the 
life blood of the rising institutions of 
Baha·u'llah. We felt with the Na-
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tional Assembly that success in the 
financial field can come on no other 
basis than that of Faith-that some
how the channels will be opened to us. 

There was some discussion of how 
individuals may give, with clarifica
tion made of the four Funds through 
which an American Baha'i may 
serve directly: the World Center 
Fund, to which donations are made 
through the Guardian; the Continen
tal Fund; the National Fund; and 
local funds. The national treasurer 
pointed out our spiritual privilege 
and obligation, as individuals, to 
make contributions direct to the 
Guardian for the World Center. The 
National Spiritual Assembly also 
sustains this Fund with a contribu
tion of $40.000. In order to fulfill its 
budget for this contribution, the N a
tional Assembly must receive contri
butions from individual Baha'is and 
local Assemblies. 

From financial consideration of 
Crusade objectives. of which the 
American community has been allot
ted the '"lion's share" by Shoghi 
Effendi, the convention turned to 
reports of committees. Intercon
tinental, American Indian Service, 
Interracial, education and training. 
proclamation and service commit
tees; receiving from each committee 
amazing reports of solid progress 
made, and asking from these com
mittees how the local communities 
may be of further assistance to them. 

Committee chairmen and secretar
ies did not a ttem pt to give com pI ete 
surveys of the work done in the past 

year. for this has been done most 
excellently in Annual Reports; but 
they did highlight some of the 
achievements and point the direction 
planned for 1956-57. In the Reports, 
from beginning to end, is a valuable 
and fascinating story of the activities 
of the American Baha'I community 
that no believer will want to miss. 
(The pamphlet has been mailed to 
all with BAHA'f NEWS.) With the 
aid of films and literature, or without 
such assistance, each committee on 
the floor of the convention was 
warmly received, made an excellent 
presentation, and called forth vigor
ous discussion. Notable, perhaps, as 
promoters of consultation were 
Baha'i Interracial Teaching Com
mittee, American Indian Service 
Committee. National Baha'i Child 
Education Committee and National 
Baha'i Youth Committee, a sign that 
in these phases of work the American 
believers themselves are vitally 
engaged. 

Some committees had the good for
tune to bring to the platform pioneers 
from goal or consolidation territories. 
William Sears arrived early in the 
African presentation. He gave a 
deeply moving aCcOlUlt of the forma
tion of the first regional National 
Assembly of South and West Africa, 
of which he is now the chairman. 
This fulfills a goal of three new 
regional Assemblies in Africa by 
RiQ,van, and was the responsibility 
of the American National Assembly. 

Mrs. Loyce Lawrence, pioneer 
with Mildred C'arke in the Lofoten 

Newly Incorporated Local Spiritual Assemb1y of the Bahi'is of 
Heidelberg, Germany. 
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Islands, used slides to show this 
European goal, with pictures also of 
Spitzbergen, where she had gone 
hoping to find a way to remain. 

Fred and Jean Berest came in 
from Panama City, radiant from the 
south and with greetings from the 
National Spiritual Assembly of 
Central America. 

Jamshed Fozdar of Saigon (Asia) 
spoke of plans of a conference in 
J ak~rta in August, and D~n Hawley, 
commg from the East, saId: "If you 
want to serve God ... we want you 
in Africa." 

Thrilling stories were told of pi
oneering in our goal countries and 
islands by the committee represent
atives, ta]es that will live forever in 
Baha'i history, many of them to be 
in Baha'i World volumes. 

The big work in Africa, in addition 
to constantly spreading the Faith, 
is now basically consolidation, so 
that the foundation of the new re
gional Assemblies may remain 
strong. A few more pioneers, pref
erably Negro, are still needed. 

In Asia, two virgin goals are with
out pioneers and two islands are UD

setUed. Consolidation work is going 
forward in Japan, Formosa, and 
Korea with rapidity. The Nikko con
ference in Japan was an historic 
event and preparatory to the organ
ization of the Japanese National 
Spiritual Assembly in Ri<;lvan. 1951. 

Europe is slow to awaken, 
but the work goes forward with 
continuing victories toward every 
objective: new believers, purchase 
of I:Ia:~dratu'l-Quds, endowments
and the anticipated consummation 
of purchase of the Temple site in 
Stockholm in the near future. Pio
neers are still needed, especially in 
France, where a National Spiritual 
Assembly is to be formed in RiQ,van, 
1958. 

In the western hemisphere. hold
ing prizes already won, and at the 
same time reaching as yet uncon
tacted native peoples, is the contin
uing task of the committee. This is 
true in Alaska in preparation for the 
Alaskan National Assembly by 1957. 
and in all parts of Latin America, 
where the goals are 20 National As
semblies, ultimately, and four region
als before that time. 

Introduced to the convention by 
the American Indian Service com
mittee was Francis LaQuier, of the 
Chippewa tribe, the most recent new 
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believer with American Indian an
cestry. He came to the convention 
with the friends from Minneapolis. 
This same committee announced 
that Tim Ross has volunteered to 
go to Macy, Nebraska, to walk with 
the Indian j'all the way" and help 
to restore there the first Indian Lo· 
cal Spiritual Assembly. In the past 
year a number of believers have 
gone to Indian reservations and are 
doing thrilling contact work. The 
committee "stands breathlessly 
waiting" for more pioneers. 

A tape recording of the voice of 
the beloved Dorothy Baker report
ing on her visit with Shoghi Effendi 
relative to the importance of reach· 
ing the American Indian and of 
teaching the American Negro was 
played in connection with the Inter
racial and American Indian presen· 
tations. This was a momentary emo
tional highlight of the convention. 

The Baha'i Youth chairman, Peter 
McLaren, set off an exceedingly 
stimulating and long discussion rela
tive to ways to reach the youth in 
America, and to the cooperative re· 
lationship between youth and adult 
believers in every community. 

The Baha'i Publishing Trust an
nounced that Baha'i World Vol. XII, 
the Jubilee number, will be off the 
press in a bout eight weeks. The 
Baha'i Press Service announced the 
new Schedule of Events for the com
ing year for proclaiming the Faith 

to the masses, calling attention to 
the inclusion of Woodrow Wilson Day 
for this year. The United Nations 
Committee carefully explained the 
steps taken in its contacts with U.N. 
bodies in respect to the iranian per
secutions, thus strengthening the ties 
of the International Baha'i Commu
nity with the U.N., a Crusade goal. 

The chief asset of the Audio-Visual 
Education committee in presenting 
its services to the convention was 
its exhibit booth. where believers 
kept the committee attendants busy 
every hour of the convention period. 
"We are trying to prepare for the 
day that is coming when you will 
need all of these aids in giving the 
Faith to the large numbers who will 
ask for it," the committee explained. 
Even now there is a large turnover 
and widespread use of the commit
tees' materials. The Baha'i Sales 
Committee, working with an en
larged staff for the convention, re
ported sales amounting to $11.921 
last year. 

The summer school committees 
described their programs for the 
coming season and presented prob
lems that have faced them with. 
the diminished budgets at their dis
posal since the Crusade opened. The 
national treasurer had reported that 
Louhelen, to be renamed on Septem
ber first "Davison Baha'i School/' 
had been given an increased alloca· 
tion this year for repairs. The Child 

Group attendiDg Ole Regional Teaching Conference of North Rb1ne-WestphaUa 
at Dusse1dorf. 
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Education Committee has many new 
materials which are making children 
and teachers happy. 

The hard work being done by the 
other service committees Was given 
deep attention by the delegates, who 
would go home with a broadened 
view of the aids that we have to 
assist us in our study and teaching 
of the most wondrous Message. 

Election of Notional Assembly 
The election of the new National 

Spiritual Assembly, held late Friday 
afternoon in a prayerful and sacred 
atmosphere, called once again to 
service eight members ot the pre
vious Assembly. The National As
sembly had announced that Ells
worth Blackwell planned to leave 
after the convention for his new pio
neer post in Haiti. The new member 
is Dr. Katherine K. True, well-known 
Baha'i worker, sister of Miss Edna 
True p also on the National Assembly, 
and daughter of Mrs. Corinne True, 
American Hand of the Cause. 

Of a possible total of 171 ballots, 
there were cast 166. Two were in
validated. Number of votes cast, 
1476. Number of individuals voted 
for, 110. By vote of the convention 
it was decided that the names of 
no more than the nine receiving the 
largest number of votes should be 
read t with all others held available 
to individual request. 

In the absence of Robert w. Mc· 
Laughlin from the convention be
cause of the death of his mother, the 
new National Spiritual Assembly or
ganized tentatively as follows: Paul 
E. Haney, chairman; Charles Wol
cott, vice-chairman; Horace Holley t 
secretary; H. B. Kavelin. treasurer; 
Charlotte M. Linfoot, assistant sec
retary; Edna True, recording secre
tary; and Margery McCormick, Rob
ert McLaughlin and Dr. Katherine 
True. 

The long periods of consultation 
used by the convention this year 
brought forth stimulating ideas and 
resulted in twenty-seven formal 
recommendations to the National 
Spiritual Assembly, which are pub
lished elsewhere in this issue of 
BAHA'I NEWS. 

Distinguished Guest 

Before we bring our story to a 
close, it is our pleasure to tell of the 
visitor from Haifa introduced to us 
by special message from Leroy loas, 
Secretary-General of the Interna-
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Riversfde~ Calif .• community. which has 
reached. Assembly sta:tus. 

tional Baha'i Council, and greeted by 
us in the convention. Accorded the 
courtesy of the platform, Mr. Uriel 
Shalon, of the State of Israel, spoke 
briefly of his friendship with Mr. 
loas and the appreciation of every 
citizen of Haifa for the work being 
·done by the Baha'i Community in 
beautifying the city. "We are happy 
and proud to have in Haifa and Is
ra el this Bah£!.' i Com muni ty t' r he 
said, "and glad to see it growing and 
developing from year to year .... 
Your Shrine has become a landmark 
of Haifa." 

"We pray and hope," he added, 
"that all of us may not be prevented 
from continuing our peaceful, con
structive work and that soon the time 
will come when our neighbors will 
see that the progress of Israel is 
for their benefit. too." 

Mr. Shalon, a citizen of Haifa since 
1928, is Managing Director of the 
Shemen Oil Industry, Haifa; member 
and chairman of the development 
committee of the Haifa Municipal 
Council; president of the Association 
of Engineers and Architects of 
Israel; president of the Standard In
stitute of Israel, and member of the 
Branch of Governors of the Israel In
stitute of Technology. 

International Archive. 

A word picture of the new Inter
national Archives Building tmder 
construction on Mt. Carmel was 
brought to the convention on Satur
day evening by Fred Morey, returned 
pilgrjm. Patterned after the Parthe
non, two-thirds its size, it is one of 
at 1east four buildings to be erected 
in the are, Mr. Morey explained. 
"The are," or areaway, so-called 

because of its shape, will be the 
visible Ark of the Covenant on the 
Mountain of God when the other 
edifices are built, for the Guardian
ship, the House of Justice, and the 
Hands of the Cause. "The Ark will 
sail around the arc" Mr. Morey 
quoted the Guardian as saying. 

At the Ric;ivan Feast, a beautiful 
worship service which c10sed this 
day, Mr. Morey anna in ted each 
believer with attar of roses from 
Shoghi Effendi. Ethereal music and 
readings from heaven, in an Audi
torium open to God and to man, this 
was the setting for meditation that 
re-kindled our souls with the joy and 
light of understanding that "the Best 
Beloved is come." 

The convention came to a close 
on Sunday afternoon on a note of 
bursting enthusiam for teaching, 
followed by a large public congress 
in the evening. Mrs. Florence 
Mayberry of Santa Paula, California, 
member of the American Auxiliary 
Board, was the speaker. Her subject 
was "The Transformation of Human 
SOciety." Mr. John Stroessler of 
La Mesa, California, presided as 
chairman. 

-Ar.rCE SIMMONS Cox 
Cenvention Reporter 

Guardian's Letter 

to Mrs. Ki n ney 
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In a recent letter to Mrs. Vaffa 
Kinney the Guardian, through his 
assistant secretary, describes what 
is necessary to achieve success in 
teaching on the home front. At the 
request of the delegates at the Na· 
tional Convention the following ex
cerpts from this letter are published 
for the guidance of all the friends: 

"The cause of God is developing 
rapidly in the virgin areas of the 
Crusade; but on the home front we 
seem to be not so successful. No 
doubt this is due to the fact that the 
friends at home are not as diJigently 
taking advantage of every teaching 
opportunity as the pioneers do in 
foreign lands. 

"Success will crown the efforts of 
the friends on the home front when 
they meditate on the teachings, pray 
fervently for divine confirmations 
for their work, study the teachings 
so they may carry the spirit to the 
seeker, and then act, -and above all 
persevere in action. When these 
steps are followed, and the teaching 
work carried on sacrificially and 
with devoted enthusiasm, the Faith 
will spread rapidly." 

-NATIONAL SPmITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Newly formed Local Spiritual Assembly of the BalLi'is of Yakima, 
Wash. 
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"The Unseen Divine Assistance Encompasseth 

Those Who Deliver the Message" 
Beloved Friends: 

How can we generate in the Baha'i 
Community of the United States the 
intention and the joy of increased 
service to the Faith? How can we 
develop the spirit of confirmation 
which has inspired so many pioneers 
to leave our COlUltry and settle in 
lands beyond the sea? Potentially 
this community is able to fuUill the 
largest share of tasks defined in the 
Ten Year Plan. Its mission is heroic, 
its destiny sublime. 

The National Spiritual Assembly is 
profoundly concerned with the need 
to bring about a quickening of spirit 
among the local communities and 
groups, that we may not fail to at~ 
tain the blessing which awaits our 
whole-hearted response. Therefore 
the communities and groups are 
urged and, indeed, called upon, to 
turn to the very source of the true 
spiritual life. 

What is this source? The compila
tion entitled The Covenant and Ad
ministration, compiled for Confer
ence Institutes t offers us an incom
parable selection of the Sacred Writ
ings in their essential and potent 
purity. This work is divided into 
three main parts: The Covenant, 
The Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l· 
Baha, The Administrative Order of 
Baha'u'lilih. This sequence of ex
cerpts carries the believer from the 
Great Covenant of God, to the Sta
tion of 'Abdu'l-Baha as Center of 
Baha'u'llah's Covenant with the 
Baha'is, to the Guardian's refer
ences to the meaning of the Mas
ter's Will and Testament, and thence 
to a spiritual concept of the Admin
istrative Order and its wider impli
cations for the community and the 
individual Baha'i. 

Let each Assembly and group plan 
to hold an institute on The Covenant 
and Administration early in this 
Baha'i year, that the declared be
lievers, one and all, may gather 
together for reading and discussion 
of this text. Unanimity of attendance 
is the goal to be set. The results 
which flowed from the holding of 
such institutes a few years ago were 
notable. Copies can be obtained from 
the Baba.'! Publishing Trust. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
will welcome reports from Assem
blies and Area Teaching Committees 
on the conduct of this Institute. 

"The confirmation of the Kingdom 
of Abha shall descend uninterrupted 
upon those souls who are firm in 
the Covenant." "Today the stirring 
power that exhibits itself through all 
regions is the power of the Covenant 
which, like unto the artery, beats 
and pulsates in the body of the 
world." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL As,sEMBLY 

18 NEW ASSEMBLIES 

FORMED; TOTAL NOW 189 

Reports received up to May 15 in
dicate the formation of eighteen new 
local Spiritual Assemblies on April 
21, 1956. a \though the jurisdiction of 
one is still in question. They are: 
Ketchikan and Tanana Valley in 
Alaska; Tempe, Arizona; Central 
Marin J ,D .• San Jose, and Riverside 
in California; Pueblo, Colorado; 
Stamford, Connecticut; Dade Coun
ty, St. Petersburg and Tampa in 
Florida; Davenport, Iowa; Sparks, 
Nevada; Roswell, New Mexico; Ur
b~na, Ohio: Eugene, Oregon; Provo, 
Utah; Yakima, Wa,hington. 

The fonawing communities were 
restored to Assembly status: Yuma, 
Arizona; South Bay J.D .. California; 
Limestone Township, Illinois: Kan
sas City, Missouri; Ridgewood, New 
Jersey; Toledo, Ohio. 

Unfortunately fourteen rOlllmuni
ties lost their AssernbIv statu<:;, thus 
reducing the gain that would have 
raised the total number of local Spir· 
itual Assemblies above the two hun
dred mark. Therefore. this is where 
we stand, provided the jurisdiction 
of the one community in question 
is upheld: 

Assemblies elected 
April 21, 1955 ............ 179 

New Assemblies elected 
April 21, 1956 ............ 18 

Assemblies restored 
April 21, U56 .•............ 6 

Less Assemblies lost on 
April 21, 1956 ............ 14 

Total Assemblies as of 
April 21, 1956 ............ 189 

-NATIONAL SPlJUTUAL ASSEMBLY 

JUNE. It56 

ASSEMBLY REVIEWS 

PROGRESS IN PUBLIC 

RELATIONS CAMPAIGN 

The following report covers activ. 
ities from March 26 through April, 
1956. 

1. The Directors of the World Par
liament of Religions have adopted 
a resolution expressing sympathy for 
the Baha'is in fran and stating that 
the Parliament will do whatever it 
finds possible in Washington and at 
United Nations. A delegation plans 
to call on the Iranian Ambassador, 
some Senators, and to hold a press 
conference in Washington. 

2. Another Senator has written the 
Secretary of State expressing con
cern about the persecutions. 

3. The Washington Post on March 
19 published an editorial about the 
persecutions, copies of which have 
been sent the Guardian and the other 
National Spiritual Assemblies. 

4. A request has been received 
from the Managing Editor of ChuTch 
and State Review, Washington, D,C., 
for a copy of the Appeal to United 
Nations, Baha'i Appeal for Religious 
Freedom in iran, and of the broad
side representing international pub
licity. 

5. Copies of The Oneness of Man· 
kind have been sent to Baha'i Press 
Service and the public relations 
counsel with request for widespread 
publlcity. 

6. Religious News Service, in its 
release of April 3, included mate
rial on the Ressar atrocities. 

7. The Fellowship of Reconcilia
tion, New York, has requested a 
copy of the broadside. 

S. An AP release based. on inter
views with Mr. Haney and Mr. Kave
lin is being extensively used by local 
papers. 

9. The New York Sunday Times 
of April 29 published an extensive 
report from Tihran reporting on the 
present situation affecting the Per~ 
sian Baha'is. 

10. A good contact has been made 
with a Sunday magazine, out of· 
which may develop a human inter~ 
est Baha'i story. 

--NA'IlONAL SPIRITUAL AssEMBLY 
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Eskimo dancers from Nome, King Island. and Little Diomede 
Island, ai a party given by the Anchorage, Alaska, Local Spiritual 
Assembly and the Northern People Teaching Committee, reponed 

in the April "Bahi!i News". 

BRUSSELS DEDICATION 

PROGRAMS DETAILED 
The European Teaching Commit. 

tee has received details of the dedi
cation of the Brussels Haziratu~l
Quds, reported in the May issue of 
BAHA~f NEWS. 

The dedication of the Haziratu'l
Quds, located at 54 rue St~nley) Uc
cle-Brussels, Belgium, on April 1, 
proved to be an historic and inspir a
tional occasion for all of the friends 
gathered there. Baha'is from Hol
land, Luxembourg, and from many 
cities in France joined in the joy
ous celebration. 

A special program was planned 
for Baha'is only at 9:30 A.M., during 
which the spiritual atmosphere in
spired an impression never to be 
forgotten. 

At 11:00 A.M. the friends were 
joined by non·Baha'is, people of 
prominence in the city of Brussels, 
who seemed to be very much im
pressed by the beautiful spirit radi~ 
ating from the believers, and perme~ 
ating the atmosphere of the whole 
house. 

During the afternOGn some special 
contacts were invited to the Hazir~ 
atu'I·Quds. There was a ialk by·P;of. 
Zeine on "The Necessity of Spiritual 
Values in the Wor1d.~' 

In the evening a similar program 
was carried out. About 120 people 
were present for the whole day, with 
80 present in the afternoon alone. 

The dedication was the means of 
having the Cause televised for the 
first time in Belgium. One of the 
visiting guests was interviewed and 
allowed to speak openly on the Faith. 

It is most confirming to see, in 
this dedication of one of the many 
I:Ia:~dratu'l-Quds acquired recently, 
the attracting power and the vital 
function of this Baha'i institution. 

Australia, Hew Zealand 

PURCHASE TEMPLE SITE 

NEAR SYDNEY 
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A Temple site on the Mona Vale 
road overlooking the Pacific Ocean 
and the wooded areas of Kuring-gai 
Chase has been purchased by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Aus. 
tralia and New Zealand, it is re
ported in their Baha~i Bulletin. 

This replaces the site purchased 
two ye~rs ago for the same purpOse, 
but whIch was requisitioned by the 
New South Wales Government for 
educational and town planning pur
poses. 

The new site is situated, at an al
titude of 700 feet, and is slightly 
over seven acres in area. Purchase 
of a Temple site .in Sydney is a goal 
of the Ten Year Plan. 

link With Holy Land 

The Australian Baha'i Bulletin al
so announces that two blocks of land 
on Mt. Carmel in the Holy Land have 
been transferred to the National As
sembly of Australia and New Zea
land. 

This action followed the formal 
registration of the Israel Branch of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of Australia and New 
Zealand in Haifa, Israel. 

Mr. Leroy Ioas, Secretary-General 
of the International Baha'i Council

t 

In reporting the event the friends 
in Brussels said, ~'It was as the Mas
ter used to say 'a house of happi
ness.' .. 

Local SpIritual Assemb]y of the Baha'is of Geneva~ Switzerland, 
on the occasion of its regislraUoD. 
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has advised the Australian National 
Assembly that the two sections are 
a part of the gardens surrounding 
the Resting Places of the Greatest 
Holy Leaf and the Mother and Broth
er of 'Abdu'I-Baha, as well as the 
gardens before the new Internation
al Archives Building. The area in
volved is approximately 1200 square 
meters of land. 

Other National Assemblies estab
lishing Israel Branches during the 
Ten Year Plan are British Isles, 
Canada, Egypt and Sudan, Germany 
and Austria, 'Iraq and Persia. 

Callada 

SAMOAN GROUP ATTAINS 
A CRUSADE GOAL 

Details of how the Baha'i message 
has been translated into another lan
guage were published in the Bulletin 
of the New Territories Committee of 
the Canadian National Spiritual As
sembly. The information is con
tained in a letter from Suhayl Ala'i, 
a pioneer in Samoa: 

"You will no doubt be very happy 
to learn that on the last boat doing 
the rOWld trip of the islands we re
ceived the completed translation of 
the pamphlet into the language of 
Niue, one of the goal languages of 
the Ten Year Plan, and it has al
ready been forwarded to the Austra
lasian N.S.A. so that it may arrive 
before Naw-Ruz. 

"When the Australasian A.T.e. 
referred the translation to us as they 
were unable to find someone to do 
it, we thought the task well nigh 
impossible, as there are no believers 
or pioneers there, and there is no 
direct contact between Samoa and 
Niue. However, God works in mys
terious ways. On his trip to New 
Zealand last year, Suhayl managed 
to discuss the matter with a non
Baha'i friend who is a government 
official in Niue, and this friend prom
ised to do what he could. 

HWe should mention here that 
Niue is a tiny island with perhaps 
three small stores. Not many hopes 
were held, seeing the wife of Su
hayl's friend has a father who is 
a minister, and she herself appears 
to be very strong in her church. The 
resuIts of the help of this friend were 
that the official government trans
lator did the joh and the postmaster 
of Niue did the typing - so at least 

two Niueans have had the teachings 
by remote control, so to speak. 

~'We have been assured that the 
translation was the best that could 
be done and thus, although we do not 
seem to be able to teach much here, 
Bahil'u'llah has used us to complete 
yet another part of the Ten Year 
Plan, and for this we are very grate
ful. " 

GermallY. Austria 

ESCHBORN TEMPLE SITE 
HEARING DELAYED 

The hearing before the German 
Court of Appeals on the purchase of 
the Temple site at Eschborn, sched
uled for the middle of February, has 
been further delayed, according to 
Bahcfi Nachrichten, publication of 
the National Spiritual 4ssembly of 
Germany and Austria. 

Consequently, there are no new 
developments in the purchase nego
tiations. "No stone is being left un
turned to secure the promise of per
mission to purchase the site," the 
Assembly states. 

NATIONAL SECRETARIAT 
TO BE ESTABLISHED 

Plans are now under consideration 
by the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Germany and Austria for the es
tablishment of a permanent seat for 
the National Secretariat in the 
Ija?lratu'I-Quds at Frankfurt, Baha'i 
Nachrichten reports. 

This action followed the urging of 
the Guardian. through Leroy roas, to 
take this important step, now that 
the national l,Ia?-iratu'I-Quds has 
been erected, and is able to serve as 
national headquarters. 

A further problem confronting the 
Assembly is the appointment of a 
permanent Assistant Secretary. j'The 
work of our community, internally 
and externally, has become so great 
and is constantly increasing in scope 
and importance, so that it is no 
longer possible for a single friend. 
even one who is able to give most of 
his personal life to the office. to take 
care of the work alone," it was ex
plained. 

The National Assembly has called 
upon the German and Austrian 
friends for assistance in resolving 
this problem. 

RIVERSIDE REACHES 
ASSEMBLY STATUS 

JUNE. 1956 

On April 21 of this year, almost 
two years after the first pioneers 
settled in this Goal City, the Baha'is 
of Riverside elected their first Local 
Spiritual Assembly. 

The new Assembly is outstanding 
proof that when we act to serve the 
Faith, and remain steadfast despite 
obstacles, God will bring victory for 
His Cause. 

For a year and a half, firesides, 
publicity and public meetings 
seemed to have little discernible ef
fect, but in the four months before 
Rh;1van, the Community grew stead
ily, until now there are fifteen 
Baha'is, 

The future is even brighter, and 
soon Riverside may be able to send 
forth her own pioneers. 

NAVAJO RESERVATION GROUP 
FORMED AT WINDOW ROCK 

A meeting was held at Window 
Rock, Ariz., on March 17 to form the 
Navajo Reservation Group. All six: 
members, (Mr. and Mrs. Camper, 
Mr. and Mrs. Gibson, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Ginnett) were present. 

An election was held with the fol
lowmg results: Chairman, Mr. Amoz 
Gibson; Secretary, Mrs, Jean Gin
nett. 

In view of the fact of the great 
distance members of the group have 
to travel for a meeting, it was de
cided to plan to meet only once a 
month. If, however, something of im
portance arises, meetings will be 
held more often. 

NEW YORK GIVES PROGRAM 
ON RACIAL INTEGRATION 

The New York City Baha'i Club 
presented a public discussion pro
gram on Negro-White race relations 
at the Baha'i Center on May 4. 

Guest speaker was Miss Manet 
Fowler, Lecturer in the Department 
of Anthropology at Barnard College. 
Her subject, "Problems of Race," 
covered the social, practical, and 
spiritual aspects of southern racial 
integration. 

Her co-speaker. representing the 
Baha'i Faith, was Ben Kaufman, an 
instructor in Social Studies in the 
Bergen County, N.J., school system. 
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GREEN ACRE '56 

The following is the schedule of 
adult courses at Green Acre for the 
~ummer session of 1956. In addition 
to those listed below I there will be a 
course each week on "Fundamentals 
of the Baha'i Faith." 

The first two weeks are especially 
planned for the interest of the youth, 
Youth intending to visit Green Acre 
are urged to come during this pe
riod, 

A chHdren's School for children 
from five to fourteen will run con
tinuously during th e eight weeks of 
the summer school. 

July 2-6 
1. The Baha'i and His CommWlity 
2, Youth and the World Crusade 
3. How to Give a Baha'i Talk 

July 9-13 
1. Baha'i in Consultation. 
2, The Covenant and the World 

Crusade 
3. Co-ordination and Use of Baha'i 

Literature 

July 16-20 
1, You and the World Crusade 
2. Some Answered Questions 
3. Islam 

July 23-27 
1. Consultation and the Covenant 
2. World Order Letters of the 

Guardian 
3. Teaching Problems in the 

World Crusade 

July 30 - Aug. 3 
1. Baha'i Administration in 

Practice 
2, Dawnbreakers and World 

Crusaders 
3. Teaching the Individual 

Aug. 1>-10 
1, Solving Community Problems 
2. 'Abdu'l-Baha, as Teacher 
3, America's Role in the World 

Crusade 

Aug, 13-17 
1. You, the Covenant and the 

World Crusade 
2, The Kitcib-i-iqcin 
3. How to give a Baha'i Talk 

Aug, 20-24 
1. What is a Mature Baha'i? 
2. Faith and Prayer 
3. Toward World Order 

Make your reservat'ons early -
until June 29 write to 

Mrs. Irene Miniutt.i, Manager 
Elm Knoll Farm, Eliot, Maine 

WOJ'ld Youth Day was observed ill San 
.Jose, CaUf., with a plcnJc fo-r the above 

group. 

HOME FRONT WORKER 
GAINS MANY CONTACTS 

The lone Baha'i in Evansville, Ind., 
Margaret McConaughy. has reported 
the various ways in which she has 
proclaimed the Faith where she 
lives. It could serve as an inspira
tion to many others in similar situ
ations. 

··We have here in Evansville a 
very difficult territory, but were, af
ter long and laborious attempts, able 
to obtain an invitation from Rabbi 
Ryback to furnish a speaker at one 
of his series of religious forums. Mr. 
and Mrs. L. Paul Harris came to 
our assistance and furnished a very 
wonderful evening, having brought 
with them their slides of the Holy 
Land. 

"In addition to this I received an 
invitation to speak to the local Uni~ 
tarian Group one Sunday in Decem~ 
ber. 

"We have encountered great diffi~ 
culty in obtaining any publicity from 
the newspapers here regarding our 
commemorations, but I found that 
by writing a ~! Letter to the Editor" 
and signing my name, they will pub
lish these. 

"I was able to obtain permission 
to place a Baha'i display in the 
Evansville Central Library window, 
which is on the ground floor and di
rectly on a busy street, commemo
rating World Religion Day, and also 
advertising the Harris meeting." 
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LOUHELEN 
This 1956 summer session marks 

the 25th anniversary of the Louhelen 
Baha'i school and several special 
events have been planned for this 
occasion. 

We are privileged to have one of 
the teachers from the first session 
25 years ago, Mr. Harlan Ober, 
teaching again this summer. A spe
cial anniversary week end is planned 
from July 29 through August I, 
which was the actual opening day 
in 1931. Mr. Stanwood Cobb will be 
the special anniversary guest. The 
National Spiritual Assembly has 
granted the use of the name "Lou~ 
helen" during the anniversary year. 

As before, children's classes will 
be held for the period when parents 
will be in classes. At the request of 
the NSA, no special youth sessions 
will be held; however, Jr. Youth 
activities will be highlighted at Gen
eral Session I; Sr. Youth at General 
Session VI. Counsellors will be pro
vided at these times for the youth 
present. 

A course in the World Crusade will 
be presented at each session. The 
schedule of classes is listed below: 

General Session I-.July 1-14 
L,S.A. for a Day 
Baha'i Heroes 

General Session II - July 15-21 
Kitlib-i-tqan 
The Guardian 
Research for Baha'i Talks 

General Session III - July 22-28 
Stories of 'Abdu'l-Baha 
"And Then There Were Nine" 

General Session IV - JUly ~Aug, 11 
Progressive Revelation 
Man's Responsibility to God 

General Session V - Aug, 12-18 
Firesides and Deepening Classes 
Baha'i Revelation 

General Session IV - Aug. 19-31 
Progressive Revelation 
Covenant and Administration 
Choir 

Homecoming - Sept. 1-3 
Please make reservations early for 

this anniversary year. Address them 
to: 

Registrar. Louhelen Baha'i School 
3208 S. Sta te Rd. 
Davison, l\rlichigan 
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ARIZONA YOUTH MEET 
AT GIMLIN RANCH 

The Baha'i youth of Arizona were 
given the great bounty of holding 
their first youth conference at the 
Gimlin Ranch at Camp Verde, Ari
zona, on April 13, 14, and 15. Theme 
for the weekend was "Religion Is 
Life. ,. 

Nestled in a green and peaceful 
valley, the Gimlin Ranch aCCommo
dated approximately 70 youths from 
Arizona and California. 

While breathing the fresh air of 
western ranch life in the northern 
Arizona springtime, Baha'i youth 
gained fresh energy and new ideas 
for teaching work. and demonstrated 
to their non-Baha'i friends what the 
Baha'i way of life really means. 

Friday evening was devoted to get
ting acquainted and settled, and to 
enjoying the warmth of the love radi~ 
ating from all directions. The boys 
were settled in the barn and the girls 
were tucked away inside the ranch 
house. 

Saturday began with dawn pray
ers, a breakfast of blueberry pan
cakes, eggs, bacon, coffee--and fur· 
ther getting acquainted with late 
night and early morning arrivals, 
The greater part of Saturday was 
devoted to visits to historic Indian 
ruins of the region, with talks 
by the guides concerning Indian cul
ture and religion, to pot-.luck lunch 
and to siesta and recreation time. 

A delicious and filling ranch sup
per, cooked over campfires, began 

WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 
Fourth Year - j956 . 1957 

Annual Budget . $500,000.00 

Total Requirements 
May 1-15 .. 20,800.00 

Total Contributions 
May 1-15 ............. 20,125.00 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

the conference proper. The evening 
social - consisting of skits and 
games, and singing around the 
campfire, followed by evening devo
tions - culmina ted the day. 

Following dawn·prayers around 
crackling fires and steaming foods, 
came an always to be remembered 
chuck wagon breakfast. 

Work shops on the Faith were 
made up of hvo main groups: "Social 
Standards for aNew Day." and 
"What Is the Baha'i Faith?" The 
former was divided into "Marriage 
and Family Living," and "What 
Shall Youth Live By?"; the latter 
into "Baha'i History-The Lives of 
its Founders and its Progress Since 
1844," and "Baha'i Administration
Application of the Faith in Today's 
World." 

Camper's lunch preceded the final 
discussion group. a panel discussion 
with a question-answer period en
titled "Patterns for Future Society," 
With the discussion ended, the youth 
co--oper a ted in final cleanup and re· 
luctantly climbed into the many cars 
for departure. 

Naw-Ruz in Alhambra. Calif. Part of the group of 70 people from surrounding com~ 
munlUes who ga.thered f(o'l' dinne:r and the observance of the New Yea.r. 

JUNE, 1956 

BAHA'i IN THE NEWS 
Jerusalem Post, December 29 

1955, presented an interview with 
Mayor Abba Khoushy of Haifa after 
his return from a visit to the United 
Sta~es. "Mr, Khoushy especially 
praIsed the American Baha'i Com
munities, whose representatives had 
welcomed him at every town of call. 
... The Baha'is told him that they 
conSIdered themselves 'citizens of 
Haifa' which is their religious 
centre." 

Adventures in Paradise, by Wil
lard Price, published by John Day 
Company. New York, has two pages 
concerning the Faith, Mr. Price 
spoke of meeting two Baha'i pio
neers on Rarotonga, and their in. 
fluence led him to present some 01 
the Baha!i teachings. 

Ontariana, published monthly by 
the Y.M,C,A. of Ottawa, in its issue 
of January, 1956, has a drawing of 
the Temple and reprints the nine 
texts carved over the outside en. 
trances, with excerpts from Basic 
Facts About the Baha'i Faith. Quo
tations appear on two other pages. 

International Non • Governmental 
Organizations by Lyman Cromwell 
White. Rutgers University Press, 
1951, says of the Faith: "The Baha'i 
Cause to awaken humanity to spirit
ual truths has attracted some at
tention, It is claimed that the found
er, Baha'u'llilh, laid the founda
tions of a new World Order giving 
a solution of racial, social and eco~ 
nomic problems for this age." 

In God Wit! Work With You But 
Not For You by Lao Russell, pub~ 
lished by Walter Russell Foundation, 
we find this reference: uAnother 
modern mystic who has transformed 
millions of lives and turned their 
eyes to the Light is Bahil'u'lIilh." 

Print €r s' Ink will include World 
Religion Day in its 1957 list of dates 
of special events. 

The Los Angeles Herald & Ex
press, March 7, 1956, presented an 
artic:e on a Festival of Faith to be 
held April 22, 1956 in Bridges Audi
torium, Claremont, California. The 
Baha'i Faith is represented in this 
meeting, which follows the model of 
the Festival of Faith held in San 
Francisco last year. Mr. Charles 
Wolcott's photograph was run with 
the article as he was requested to 
act as Baha'i representative. 
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SPECIAL EVENTS FOR PROCLAIMING BAHA'i FAITH 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Martyrdom of the Bab 
July 9, 1956 

Proclamation Day 
September 23, 1956 

United Nations Day 
October 24, 1956 

Birthday of Baha'u'llith 
November 12, 1956 

Baha'i State Conventions 
·December 2, 1956 

looth Anniversary of 
Birth of Woodrow Wilson 

December 28, 1956 

World Religion Day 
January 20, 1957 

World Brotherhood Week 
February 17-23, 1957 

Naw·Ruz (Baha'i New Year) 
March 21, 1957 

BaM'i National Convention 
* April 25-28, 1957 

Declaration of the Bab 
May 23, 1957 

1956·1957 

To publicize developments at the 
Baha'i World Center, and the signifi
cance of the martyrdom of the Bah and 
of His Shrine. 

To proclaim America's spiritual mis
sian; to observe the anniversary of the 
Faith's introduction to America. 

To proclaim the spiritual basis on 
which the nations can unite for lasting 
world peace. 

To proclaim the appearance of 1he 
Promised One of a11 religions as the 
hope of the world. 

To publiCize attendance, and prog
ress of the Ten-Year Spiritual Crusade. 

To honor the American president 
who was the world's first statesman 
to express ideals closely akin to the 
Baha'i principles for universal peace. 

To proclaim the fundamental one
ness of religion. 

To proclaim the oneness of mankind. 

To proclaim the renewal of religion 
and a new spiritual springtime. 

To publicize delegate attendance, and 
progress of the Ten-Year Spiritual 
Crusade. 

To proclaim the birth of a new Uni
versal Cycle, and the fulfillment of 
prophecy. 

SUGGESTED OCCASIONS FOR ADDITIONAL LOCAL PUBLICITY 

Freedom Day, May 20, 1956 
Memorial Day, May 3a, 1956 
Day of the Covenant, Nov. 26, 1956 
United Nations Human Rights Day, Dec. 10, 1956 
National Day of Prayer (To be proclaimed by the President) 
Baha'i World Youth Day, March 25, 1957 

.. Indkates Tentative Date 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
A member of the Baha'i Interra

cial Teaching Committee, Mrs. Bes
sie Barham, participated in two pro
grams at Washington, D.C. honor
ing Tomlinson Todd, Founder, Pro
ducer, Director, and Moderator of 
the Americans All radio program 
on station WOOK, on April 8. Prom
inent representatives of the Press, 
the Bar, and various civic organiza
tions also spoke. The first program 
was broadcast over WaOK, the sec
ond was held at Tabor Presbyterian 
Church. The audiences were predom· 
inantly Negro. 

. A series of firesides on Progres
sive Revelation were given by the 
Stockton, Calif., community during 
March and ApriL The Christian, Mu· 
J:tammadan, Bahi, and Baha'i Faiths 
were represented, and several in
quirers attended all sessions. 

The Junior Youth Committee of 
the San Francisco, CaHf., communi
ty arranged a special program dur
ing the Ric;lvim period for parents 
and children, to demonstrate the 
Baha'i children's class in action. 
There were exhibits of the work 
done. and friends were invited to 
observe the activities. 
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AREA NEWS BULLETINS 

All gual cities in the Tennessee 
Valley States area have at least one 
settler or pioneer, and several have 
both, the Area Teaching Committee 
Bulletin reports. All groups in the 
area have been organized, and have 
been doing fine work in promulgation 
and firesides. In Louisville, Ky., the 
first Negro Baha'i has been con
firmed. The Nashville, Tenn., com
munity conducts a most successful 
class for children, which is beginning 
to interest the parents. In Birming
ham, Ala., the Faith has been widely 
proc1aimed by public talks and asso
ciation with other organizations. 
Many Baha'i books have been placed 
in the main and branch libraries. 

Following the National Convention, 
the Area Teaching Committee for the 
New England States scheduled con
vention report meetings in eight com
munities, according to their Area 
Bulletin. Cities represented include 
Providence, R.I., New Haven, Conn., 
Springfie1d and Boston, Mass., Brat
tleboro, Vt., Po-rtsmouth, N.H., Port-
1and and Eliot, Maine. 

Santa Ana, Calif., has presented a 
series of six public meetings on the 
Nine Basic World Religions, the But· 
~etin for the Southwestern States 
Area Teaching Committee reports. A 
different speaker presided at each 
meeting, giving opportunity for con
centrated preparation for each. As a 
follow-up to these meetings, a study 
course on God Passes By was pre
sented. As many as 26 interested con
tacts were attracted to these offer· 
ings. 

The South Central States Area 
Teaching Committee BuUetin has an
nounced plans for a Conference at 
St. Louis, Mo., on June 16-17. Topeka, 
Kans., now has a Baha'i Center at 630 
Kansas Ave., Independence, M-o., re
ports continued response to their sew 
ries of newspaper advertisements. 
Rogers, Ark., has had good response 
to their series of radio programs. 
Charles Hornby has visited libraries 
in seven towns in Missouri and Kan
sas, and the Educational Director of 
the Missouri State Penitentiary at 
Jefferson City. 

Charleston, W.Va., was host to a 
Central Atlantic States Area Confer
ence on April 14. their Bulletin states. 
A member of the Baltimore, Md., 
Baha'i community gave a talk before 
80 youth, members of a Comparative 
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Religion Class at the Temple School 
of the Baltimore Hebrew Congrega
tion. The Baltimore community was 
also represented at a panel discus
sion on religion that included spokes
men for the Jewish. Catholic, and 
Protestant faiths, and the Ethical So
ciety. The World Fellowship Commit
tee of the Y.W.C.A. of Wilmington, 
Del., presented a talk by Mrs. Bula 
Mott Stewart io March. She showed 
color slides made while pioneering 
in Mriea. 

The Oneness of Mankind. Prepared 
by the National Spiritual Assembly. 
Since widespread publicity is plan
ned for this official statement, local 
communities will find many uses for 
it. A statement by the National 
Assembly On the purpose of this 
single-page leaflet appears in May 
issue BAHA'i NEWS. 

8 copies (minimum order .. $ .25 
100 copies .................... $2.50 

The Covenant and Administration. 
Compiled from the Bah!! 'i Sacred 
Writings, from the letters and writ
ings of the Guardian, and from 
statements approved by the Guard
ian. and arranged for use in confer
ence institutes. The National Assem
bly is stressing the importance of 
community study based on this 
work. 

Per copy ..................... $ .75 
(Reduced from $1.25) 

Living Today For Tomorrow's 
World. (A Junior's Book of Religion.) 
By Marguerite True. The material 
covers the Prophets, the new laws 
for the nations and for the people 
of the worJd, and questions and an
swers (with spaces for additional 
comments), as contained in the pre-

vious edition of A Junior's Book oj 
Religion, with a few revisions. Illus
trated with several drawings by Jean 
Hutchinson. This is a printed (not 
mimeographed) book, with colorful 
stiff paper cover. 24 pages. 

Per copy .................... $ .75 

Availab~e from 
BAllA 'f PUBLISHING TRUST 

110 Lioden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 

BAHA'i HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

Visiting Hours 
Weekdays: 

10:30 A.M.-4:30 P.M. 
7:00 P.M.-9:00 P.M. 

Sundays and Holidays: 
10:30 A.M.-9:00 P.M. 
(Auditorium only will be open in 
the evenings) 

Service of Worship 
Sunday at 3:30 P.M., lastiog until 
4:15. 

"Glory be 'Unto Thee~ 0 my God! 
Verity. this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid-servant have gatheTed 'Under the 
shadow of Th1J mercy and thell aTe 
united through Thy favor and generosity. 
o Lord! Assist them in this Thy 'World 
and Thy Kingdom and destine for them 
eveTY good through Thy bounty and 
grace ... OJ 

-BAHA.'u'wH 

Berkeley, California: Miss Celestine 
Dean to Mr. Frederick Whittaker, on 
March 11, 1956. 

Ann Arbor, Michigan: Miss Joy Suzanne 
Faily to Mr. Richard H. Benson on 
April 8, 1956. 

Wilmette, Illinois: Miss Helen Lucille 
Hathorn to Mr. Ronald Lee Hauck on 
April 21. 1956. 

Chicago, lliinois: Miss Rosemary Tweedy 
to Mr. Claude W. Hunter on May 6, 
1956. 

JUNE, 1956 

FEASTS 

June 5-Nur (Light) 
June 24-Rahmat (Mercy) 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY MEE'IING 

June 15, 16, 17 

·'Death. proifereth unto everv conti
dent beHever the cu.p that is life indeed. 
It bestoweth ;OY. and U: the bearer of 
gladness. It conjeTf'eth the gift of ever
lasting Ufe." 

Mrs. Amelie W. Bodmer 
Pasadena, California 
May 17, 1955 

Mrs. Ellen Watson 
Seattle, Washington 
Date not reported 

Mr. David Siegal 
Bronx, New York 
January 8, 1956 

Mr. Robert Christensen 
Chicago, Illinois 
March IB, 1956 

-BAHA~u·u.AH 

Mrs. Helen C. Green 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire 
March 31, 1956 

Miss Laura Harris 
New York, New York 
April 15, 1956 

Mr. Samuel Tucker 
New York, New York 
April 18. 1956 

Mrs. Elizabeth Houze 
Brooklyn 33, New York 
April 1~. 1956 

Mrs. Mary Denney 
Quincy, Illinois 
April 20, 1956 

Mrs. Amy Esther Bodwell 
Portland, Oregon 
April 28, 1956 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community 

Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies of 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 

BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1956-57: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Miss 
Charlotte Linfoot, Mr. Richard C. Thomas. 

Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois. U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
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"c? 
Jf,.iue, 

Beloved Friends: 

Almos l every person has som e in terva! during the 
day when he is free from duty or outside obligation. 
These are the moments or hours when we feel "free' • to 
do what we please. 

Some people spend these intervals in complete relaxa· 
tion? perhaps listening to radio, watching television, 
reading a newspaper, or just nothing at all. Many Baha'is 
cherish these intervals as opportunities to read prayers 
or go over passages in Gleanings or So,me Answered 
Que8tions. 

But all human beings undergo tests, usually at unex
pected times, calling for one's utmost capacity for cour
age? patience, self-sacrifice and wisdom, or compelling 
the individual to arrive at some crucial decision. 

Baha'is understand the purpose and vital importance 
of tests. Tests come to measure us by the Divine stand
ard and make us realize that our own self-created stand
ard falls far short of the supremacy of the Faith. A test 
is like a crossroads we meet on our journey. We must 
make a turn right or left, and the directions are not 
marked, or we must turn back whence we came. 

Decision is a great mystery. The final outcome of the 
struggle or perturbation seems to come from some depth 
or height of being beyond our conscious awareness, We 
note the outcome by a strange feeling of elation, grati
tude, humility t discouragement, or remorse, 

Perhaps we can realize something about decision if 
we view it as a final and inevitable outcome of forces 
we have released over a long period. The seizure of free 
periods for enraptured prayer or reverent study of the 
Word - these are building a will within our will -- and 
at the crucial instant this takes control of our destiny 
and gives us the fruits of victory. Conversely, when a 
person, to the amazement of those who know him, makes 
an evil decision, it may be that this is the result of the 
influence exerted by the succession of his wasted mo· 
ments when, without pressure from without, he indulges 
his secret self, 

Since decisions determine our destiny t let us make 
effort to create the good, the holy decision before we are 
summoned to judgment, by devoting our so·called cCfree 

moments" or ('spare time" to the remembrance of Him 
Who is the Remembrance of God. 

These years of World Crusade offer continuous chal
lenges to all Baha'is, A spiritual challenge compels a 
decision even if we think we have evaded the issue for 
ourselves. For what we can do with Divine help deter· 
mines our right decision in the face of challenge. What 
we do not do is the sign of our negative decision. 

Surely it is a most hopeful and helpful door opening 
into the spiritualJife to know that actually we are called 
upon to make little daily decisions rather than occasion
al overwhelming ones. For when we bring the Faith into 
our daily life like an intimate Friend, we can be certain 
that this dearest Companion will guide us and encourage 
and help us when the great ordeal confronts us. 

Take this very day. Let each Baha'i calmly pick it up 
and look at it. cCHave I used the daily Prayer? Have I 
displayed a real Baha'i spirit in my encounters with 
others? Have I attended the meetings -which were sched
uled for today? Have I pondered over the Guardian's 
Convention Message as a challenge directed to myself? 
Have I read even a little from the Literature?" 

Did not Baha'u'llah tell us to f'examine our deeds each 
day/' and do we not begin to realize the divine Mercy in 
that advice? 

Beloved friends! We are all urgently called to return 
to the first and simplest truths of the Faith, that the 
foundation of our daily effort may be securely laid in 
the Kingdom as in human existence. 

Here are a few brief passages from Gleanings which 
bring light and love, 

flO ye lovers of the One true God! Strive, that ye may 
truly recognize and know Him, and observe befittingly 
His precepts, This is a Revelation, under which. if a man 
shed fOT its sake one drDp of bloodJ myriads of oceans 
will be his recompense." (pp.5-6). 

"Whatever duty Thou hast prescribed unto Thy serv
ants of extolling to the utmost Thy majesty and glory is 
but a token of Thy grace unto them, that they may be 
enabled. to ascend unto the station conferred upon their 
own inmost being, the station of the knowledge of their 
own selves." (pp. 4-5, referring to prayer). 
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liThe whole duty of man in this 
Day i. to attain that share of the 
flood of grace which God poureth 
out for him." (p. 8). 

"Bend your energies to whatever 
will foster the education of men. 
Nothing is, or can ever be, hidden 
from God. If you follow in His way, 
His incalculable and imperishable 
blessings will be showered upon 
you." (p. 9). 

t'VeTily I say, this is the Day in 
which mankind can behold the Face, 
and hear the Voice, of the Promised 
One. The Call oj God hath been 
raised, and the light of His Counte
nance hath been lifted up upon men. U 

(pp. 10-11). 

Hit is incumbent, in this Day, upon 
every man to place his whole trust 
in the manifold bounties of God, and 
arise to disseminate, with the utmost 
wisdom, the verities of the Cause." 
(pp. 13-14). 

"Look not upon the creatures of 
God except with the eye of kindliness 
ane! of mercy,. jor Our loving provi. 
denee hath pervaded all created 
things" and Our grace encompassed 
the earth a.nd the heavens. This is 
the Day whereon the true servants of 

God pOLrtake of the life-giving waters 
at Te1mion ... " (p. 33). 

-'He Who is everlastingly hidden 
from the eyes of man can never be 
known except through His Manifesta
tion, and His Manifestation can ad
duce no greater proof of the truth of 
His Mission than the proof of His own 
Person." (p. 49). 

UHaving created the world and aU 
that liveth and moveth therein~ He 
chose to confer upo-n man the u.nique 
distinction and capacity to know Him 
a.nd to love Him - a capacity that 
must needs be regarded as the gen
e-rating impulse and the primary 
purpose underlying the whole of 
creation." (p. 65). 

"Led by the light of unfailing guid
ance, and invested with supreme 
sovereignty, Th~y (Le. the Mani
festations) are commissioned to use 
the inspiration of Their words, the 
effusions of Their infallible grace 
and the sanctifying breeze of Their 

Revelation for the cleansing of every 
longing heart and rece-ptive spirit 
from the dross and dust of earthly 
cares and limitations." (p. 67). 

"Through the Teachings of this 
Day-StaT of Truth every man will 
advance and develop until he attain... 
eth the station at which he can mani· 
fest aU the potential forces with 
which his inmost true self hath been 
endowed." (p. 68). 

"God's purpose in sending His 
Prophets unto men is twofold. The 
first is to liberate the children of 
m en from the dar1mess and igno
ranee, and guide them to the light of 
true understanding. The second is 
to insure the peace and tranquility of 
mankind. and provide all the means 
by which they can be established." 
(pp. 79-M). 

HThese aTe not days of prosperity 
and triumph. Th e whole of mankind 
is in the grip Of manifold iU.s. Strive, 
therefore, to save its life through the 
who~esome medi.cine which the at
.mighty hand of the unerring Phy
sician hath prepared." (p. 81). 

When we make such words inti
mate and famiJiar by our love for 
them, then the great objectives of the 
Ten·Year Plan swing into the horizon 
of our ovm spiritual landscape, and 
we eagerly reflect upon what new 
things we can do for the Faith of 
God. He lays no burden on us beyond 
OUT capacity to bear! 

-NATIONAL SPmlTUAL ASSEMBLY 

"Faithful, Consecrawd HandmaUl. 

of 'Abdu'I-Balul" 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
reports that the Guardian has sent 
the following cable after learning of 
the passing of Mrs. Louise M. 
Gregory: 

"Grieved news passing faithful, 
consecrated handmaid (of) 'Abdu'l
Baha. Confident rich reward King
dom. (Her) pioneer services highly 
meritorious." 

-SHOGm 
Cable received May 29, 1956. 
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ANNOUNCE COMPLETION OF 

BAHA'i WORLD VOL. XII 

The new volume of The Baha'i 
World, which went into production 
January, 1956, is now ready for dis
tribution. Volume XII, covering the 
four momentous years of 1950-1954 
contains approximately 1,000 page~ 
and includes such events as the 
Baha'i Holy Year and Jubilee events, 
dedication of the Baha'i Temple in 
Wilmette, illinois, the four great in
tercontinental conferences, comple
tion of the Shrine of the B ab in Haifa 
Israel, and the launching of th~ 
World Crusade and accomplishments 
of the first year of the Ten-Year 
Global Teaching Plan. A beautiful 
four-color frontispiece of the Shrine 
of the Ba b and over 300 other photo
graphs, many of them full-page in 
size, illustrate this book. 

Front and back cover pockets of 
the volume contain six large sup
plementary maps and charts, several 
in color, depicting goals of the World 
Crusade, movement of Bahafi pio
neer teachers to goal areas, and the 
spread of the Baha'i Faith through
out the world. 

The Bahci'i World is the only perm
anent record of current B aha'j 
achievements throughout the world 
and is,the chief source of information 
for keeping informed of the constant, 
steady development of the Baha 'j 
World Community. 

Bah-a 'f individuals and communi
ties will find it interesting and inspir
ing to read the Guardian's letter in 
BaM'i Administration (pages 156, 
157) concerning these volumes. The 
following statement is excerpted 
from that letter: 

" ... it [The Baha'i World] stands 
unexcelled and unapproached by any 
publication of its kind in the varied 
literatUre of our beloved Cause. It 
will, without the slightest doubt, if 
generously and vigorously supported, 
arouse unprecedented interest among 
all classes of civilized society." 

The price of the book is $15.00. (If 
shipped outside the U.S. and its ter
ritories add $.75 postage). 

-
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"0 thou Remnant of God! I have sacrificed myself wholly for Thee; 
I have accepted CllJiJes for Thy sake; and have yearned for naught but 
martyrdom in the polh of Thy love, Sufficient witness unto me is God, 
the Exahed, the Protector, the Ancient of Days!" 

Shrine of the Bab on the slopes of Mt_ Carmel at Haifa, Israel, 

The events leading up to this "miraculous tragedy," as 
Shoghi Effendi terms it, are described in detail in the pages 
of The Dawnbreakers and God Passes By: His arrest, in~ 
carceration, humiliation, and torture~ climaxed by death and 
mutilation before a firing squad of over seven hundred 
soldiers and ten thousand onlookers. 

Of greater importance than the physical events surround
ing this persecution and martyrdom of the Prophet of God~ 
is the inner significance of the Bab's consent to be martyred. 
He was not the victim of this savagery, but the Victor; He 

Words of the Bab, in KiUib-i-fgan, p_ 23l 

died voluntarily, sealing with His life the covenant of uni
versal brotherhood. 

As the declaration of the Bah was the generating impulse 
that created a new world, His martyrdom was the catalyst 
that quickened the Ii fe of this creation~ that it might ~e
manifest itself ~'in the shape of a still more compelling 
Revelation. It 

Here is a Divine Mystery, the power of sacri6ce. Baha'
u'llah, writing of the Bah, stated, "He craved martyrdom~ 
5aying: 'Methinks I heard a Voice calling in my inmost 
being: "Do thou ,acrifice 1M thing which Thou lovest most 
in the path oj God, even as If usayn, peace be upon him, 
hath offered up hi, life for My ,ake?" And were I not regard
ful of this inevitable mystery, by Him, Who hOlh my being 
between His hands even if all the kings of the earth were 
to be leagued together they would be powerless to take from 
me a single letter, Iww much less can these servants who are 
worthy 0/ no attention, and woo verily are 0/ the outcast. _ . 
That all may know the degree of My patience, My resigna
tion, and ,elf-sacrifice in the path of Cod.''' (f gan, pp. 
231, 232) 

Here, moreover, is indubitable proof of the immortality 
of the souL Bahi'u'Wi.h has written, "How could such Souls 
have consented to surreruler themselves unto their enemies 
if they belkved all the work/, of God to have been reduced 
to this earthly life? Would they have willingly ,uffered ,uch 
afflictions and torments as no man hath ever experienced or 
witnessed?" (Cl., p. 158) 

Finally, here is a demonstration of the invincibility and 
the unity of God, for the Bab, although martyred, reappeared 
as Baha'u'llah. Shoghi Effendi asks us to "regard the Fore
runner and the Founder of OUT Faith as identical in reality -
a truth which the text of the Siiriy-i-Haykal unmistakably 
affirms. 'Had the p,.imal Point (the Bab) been .someone else 
beside Me. as ye claim,' is Bahci'u'Ilah's explicit statement, 
'and had attained My presence, verily He would have never 
allowed Himself to be separaled from Me, but rather We 
would have had mutual delights with each other in My Day,.' 
'He Who now tJoiceth the Word of God,' Baha'u'llah again 
affirms, 'is none other except the Primal Point Who hath 
once again been made manifest.'" (D.O.B., pp. 46, 47) 
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ARCTIC PIONEER 

REPORTS HARDSHIPS 
Trials and confirmations experi

enced in pioneering above the Arctic 
Circle at Point Barrow, Alaska are 
described in a letter from Frances 
Wells, distributed by the Geneva Bu
reau News Exchange. Excerpts from 
this account follow. 

"As you recall, our beloved Guard
ian instructed the Alaskans back in 
1946 'to carry the Message beyond 
Fairbanks and nearer to the Arctic 
Circle.' With this in mind Margaret 
and I taJked it over, and as a result 
we now have a Baha'i home in Bar
row in 'Knob Hill.' It is a two room 
cabin belonging to a school teacher 
who is living at Barter Island. When 
we first saw the place, we shut our 
eyes in horror. No electricity, no 
bath no furniture, no stove, no clos
ets, ~o rWlning water. One big hole 
in the roof, and dirty! It was the only 
house in Barrow, so we took it, but 
fastl 

"Now that it is fixed up it doesn't 
look too bad, and many speak how 
cozy it is. But there is one thing of 
liking the little house t and another 
of trying to live in it. I use a coal 
stove to cook on, as wood is a scarce 
item and very costly up here. So it 
is either too hot or too cold. In sub
zero weather I had to set my alarm 
every two hours through the night to 
keep it going. Finally it got the best 
of me; then Rex King sent me a 
small oil heater which I set up in the 
room where I sleep. The little thing 
worked like a charm until the tem
perature dropped to 40 below, and 
during the last cold spell when it was 
45 and 50 degrees below I hardly 
slept trying to keep warm. But now 
it is better. I have since learned to 
cut the oil with kerosene t and thus 
far-and it is 40 below today,-the 
little stove is still going, 

"My next problem is the wate.r sit
uation. We chip ice from the Arctic 
ocean and melt it. B~ieve me, 
it takes a heap of ice to make a gal
lon of water! I have two 5O-gallon 
drums in the kitchen part of the 
house which I feed constantly, so the 
chores of chopping wood, chipping 

The Baha'i ploneer to the Frisian Island 
of SyJt. with the first declared beUever 

of the Frisian Islands. North Sea.. 

ice and keeping the house warm are 
a full time job. 

"When r came here I thought 
I would have a lot of time on my 
hands to study and read, but the days 
and nights are far too short. The 
electricity is so bad I have to use a 
flashlight whenever I read· even a 
letter. The coal mine supplies our 
electricity, and when the motors 
freeze up we have no juice. 

~~Margaret tried desperately to get 
a teaching job here, but met with no 
success and had to leave last August, 
In the meantime I found a job as 
secretary to the Manager of the Bar
row Native Store, It is quite an ex
perience to work with people of an
other language, and who think so en
tirely differently. The Barrow Native 
Store is a corporation owned and op
erated by the natives. 

'~There are about 1200 Eskimos liv
ing here, We have only about three 
hours of daylight now, and the past 
week it has been moonlight. There 
are no trees or mountains, and the 
Arctic Ocean is frozen solid. All one 
can see is ice and snow, and more 
ice. The grotmd is frozen solid, My 
little house sits on top of an ice 
block, and as the ice shifts it sounds 
like someone is hitting the house. 
Sometimes it makes an awlul noise. 

JULY, 1956 

"Alaska is really ileveloping! 
Groups and centers are springing up 
everywhere: Valdez, Seward, Ju
neau, Ketchikan, and Sitka. It is 
thrilling to watch the Cause grow, 
and when I look back over the years 
I have been here I am grateful for 
the blessing of being able to offer a 
helping hand. Just think, next year 
we will establish our own National 
Assembly. Can you possibly come to 
Alaska for this occasion?" 

NEW ASSEMBLIES FORMED 

IN NORTH PACIFIC 

Among the new countries electing 
local Spiritual Assemblies for the 
first time this year are two in the 
North Pacific: Formosa, with its 
first Assembly formed in Taman; 
and Korea, with first Assemblies 
elected in Kwangju and Seoul. 
Already plans have been made for 
a summer conference in Kwangju 
the second week in July and for ex
tension teaching in a number of other 
centers. 

Japan, which will be the seat of 
the National Spiritual Assembly to 
be elected in the North Pacific next 
April, achieved a real victory by in
creasing its local Spiritual Assem
blies fourfold over 1 ast year, making 
a total of -eight, The cities now ha v
ing Assemblies in Japan are: Tokyo, 
Amagasaki, Kobe, Kyoto, Osaka, 
Yokoham'a,: Nishinomiya, and 
Nagoya. 

When the National Spiritual As
sembly is formed during RiQ.van 
1957, it will include in its jurisdiction, 
in addition to Japan, Korea, For
mosa, Hongkong, Macau and two 
areas still unopened to the Faith, 
Hainan and Sakhalin lsI ands. 

Djakarta Conference 

As an important step in prepara
tion for the formation of the National 
Spiritual Assembly in South East 
Asia next April, the National Spirit
ual Assembly of India, Pakistan and 
Burma has called a regional teach
ing conference to be held in 
Djakarta, August 15-17, to which 
traveling Baha'is as well as dele
gates will be most welcome. Detailed 
information as to reservations and 
program can be supplied on request 
to the Asia Teaching Committee of 
the United States, 

-ASIA TEACHING COMMI'I'l"EE 
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Dedication of Haziratu'I-Quds at Montevideo 

Precedes Sixth South American Convention 

The Sixth Convention 01 the 
Ba/uj'" 01 South America was 
held at Montevideo, Uruguay, on 
April 27 to May 2, 1956. The 
newly elected National Spiritual 
Assembly 01 South America is 
shown to the right; below aTe 
pictured the delegates to the Con
vention. 

On the night of April 26, 
1956, members of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, 
and delegates and visitors 
to the SiXlk South American 
Convention gathered jor the 
ceremonies dedicating the 
lfa~iratu'I.Quds at Mon.tevi
deo, Uruguay, shou'n at the 
right. 

5 
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Canada 

ANTICOSTI SETTLED 
BY PIONEER 

The last Canadian virgin goal, 
Anticosti Island, was opened to the 
Faith on April 18, 1956, by a 
Canadian pioneer, the Canadian Na
tional Assembly's Baha'i News has 
announced. 

The BuUetin of the Canadian New 
Territories Committee has published 
the first letter received from 
Anticosti: 

"Greetings from Anticosti! I am 
loving the island and already am 
making a few friends. My heart goes 
out to all the hard-working friends 
and pioneers. 

"Walked along the shores of our 
half-frozen lake, logs jamming the 
shores, high snowbanks gradually 
melting, leaving dry, brown grass t 

dark green wind-swept spruce touch
ed with a rusty color at the edges, 
and a gloriously lighted sky, sunset 
in full splendor. Yes, this is a lovely 
island! " 

Bah,Pi News emphasized "While 
Anticosti is our last goal to be -opened 
to the Faith, we must not forget our 
three goals which have been opened 
and have become vacant - Keewatin, 
Franklin, and the Marquesas Islands. 
Many jobs at excellent pay are avail
able in Keewatin and Franklin, and 
the (New Territories) Committee 

would be happy to send complete 
information to any men wishing to 
pioneer to these goals. For the Mar
quesas we require a Baha'i with 
French citizenship." 

CANADA ACQUIRES 

HAZrRATU'L-QUDS 

ThurSday, May 10, 1956 was a very 
important day for the Canadian 
Baha'i community, their pUblication, 
Baha'i News, reports, for on that 
day the building at 274 Huron St., 
Toronto, was acquired as their 
I:ia?lratu'l-Quds. 

The Center is now available for 
use, and the matter of suitable fur
nishings and equipment for the Na~ 
tional Office and auxiliary meeting 
rooms is under consideration. 

This acquisition was made possible 
by contributions from the Guardian, 
the National Assemblies of the 
British Isles and Germany, the 
Canadian believers, and a bequest, 
upon his death, by Fred Scbop
!locher. 

LAURENTIAN SUMMER SCHOOL 

ANNOUNCES COURSES 

The Laurentian Baha'i School, 
Beaulac, P. Q., has issued its sUm
mer school program, listing classes 
from July 21 to August 5. Three 
teachers will conduct study courses 
for each of the two weeks. 

Further information may be ob
tained by writing to Mr. R. Thomson, 
845 Willibrord, Verdun, Quebec. 
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CANADIAN SHRINES COMMIITEE 

EXTENDS INVITATION 

The Canadian National Shrines 
Committee invites the friends to visit 
the Shrine at 1548 Pine Ave. W., 
Montreal, when traveling through 
the city. The Shrine is open to 
Baha'is and their friends every 
Wednesday night from 8:00 to 10:00 
P.M. A small library is provided for 
quiet study and a host or hostess is 
always present to answer questions. 

The Master's. room on the second 
floor is kept open for visitors and 
a pamphlet has been prepared to 
inform visitors of the dates and 
the response to 'Abdu'l-Baha's visit 
to Montreal in 1912. 

Germ","y. Allstri", 

HANNOVER ACHIEVES 
ASSEMBLY STATUS 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Germany and Austria, through their 
publication Baha'i Nachrichten

J 
has 

announced that Hannover attained 
Assembly status, with 11 members. 

This was made possible with the 
arrival of Persian settlers. 

BaM'! Nachrichten also reports 
that Ulm is able to retain Assembly 
status through the settlement of Per
sian friends there. 

The National Assembly has urged 
that the following Assemblies be in
corporated: Berlin, Bonn, Ebingen. 
Frankfurt/M, Hamburg, Karlsruhe. 
and Stuttgart. 

Balli.'( World Youth Day was 

obserVed at Ka-rachi. Paki

stan, on March 25. 1956, by 

this large gatheriDg. 
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KAMPALA CONVENTION ELECTS 

REGIONAL NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

OF CENTRAL AND EAST AFRICA 

The British National Assembly 
convened the Convention of the 
Baha'is of Central and East Africa 
at Kampala, Uganda, The following 
report on the proceedings is by a 
B r it ish representative at the 
Convention. 

About eleven o'clock on the morn
ing of APril 23, Mr. Hasan Balyuzi 
and myself arrived at the scene of 
the Convention, not, as expected, at 
the l.la7,iratu'I-Quds in Kampala, but 
at a large meeting hall called the 
Budonian Club at Mengo on the out
skirts of the town, almost under the 
shadow of the Kabaka's Palace. This 
was because that historic great cir
cular tent of the 1953 Conference, 
which had once again been erected 
in the Haziratu'laQuds grounds, had 
suffered in one of the torrential 
downpours frequent at this time, so 
that it was no longer adequate to 
stand up to the rainy sea SOD. 

Jurisdiction Explained 

Inside the meeting hall were row 
after row of black faces listening to 
what looked like a geographY lesson, 
being delivered by Mr. Hassan Sabri. 
Hangmg on the wall was a magnifi· 
cent map of Africa, showing very 
clearly the boundry lines of the areas 
of jurisdiction of the four regional 
National Spiritual Assemblies to be 
elected in Africa, and the Baha'i lo
calities within each. 

Th e as sembled crowd of African 
gentlemen were delegates, mostly 
from Uganda, who were being in
structed once again about the Con
vention, what role was theirs, and 
how they were to fulfill it. Our en
try terminated that session by a 
change of subject, and shortly after
ward we were carried off to our tem
porary home. 

Unity Fe.st 

All the African friends were seated 
on chairs or on straw mats, observ
ing the utmost decorum and an awed 
silence as of great expectancy. 

Mr. Hassan Sabri opened the Feast 
with words of welcome with the elo
quence and dignity due on such an 
auspicious occasion, and then intro
duced Mr. Hasan M. Balyuzi, Chair
man of the British National Spirit. 
ual Assembly. 

He recalled the first meeting un
der the same tent in the same place 
three years previously, in such a 
way that all could glow with the 
pride of an achievement unprece
dented and unforeseen by even the 
most prophetic three years ago. 

Mr. Balyuzi's talk then related the 
bounties and the miracle of the guar
dianship, whose utterance is synony
mous with achievement. Amid a gen
eral feeling of happiness and joy the 
first meeting came to an end with 
refreshments. 

Convention Opened 

. On Tuesday morning, April 24, 61 
delegates and about 30 visitors, 13 
being non-African, were suitably 
seated so that delegates occupied all 
the front benches and visitors the 
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back ones, with an Ateso speaking 
block on the left, and Swahili, Lu
ganda, and French speakers on the 
right, all supplied with translators 
placed at vantage points. These nec
essary translations were made si
multaneously throughout. 

From the more distant territories 
outside British East Africa (Kenya, 
Uganda, and Tanganyika), from the 
Seychelle Islands, from the Belgian 
Congo, and from Ruanda Urundi, the 
delegates had arrived. Two from 
Zanzibar, one from Ruanda Urundi, 
and one from French Equatorial 
Africa, with several from Kenya and 
Uganda, were unfortunately unable 
to be present. 

The Convention was opened, the 
roll of delegates was called, and 
each received his badge and souve
nir program. Then the Convenor 
read the letters from the British 
National Spiritual Assembly, the 
Africa Committee, and the Uganda 
Teaching Committee. 

A prolonged period was then de
voted to the election of Convention 
Chairman and Secretary. The for
mer, Mr. Ali Nakhjavani, received a 
majority vote only on the third bal
lot, and the latter, Mr. Phillip Hains
worth, a majority vote on the second 
ballot. 

Mr. Ali Nakhiavani had to explain 
with apologies that he and Mr. 
Banfmi had been instructed by the 
Guardian to take part also in the 
Cairo Convention, which was being 

The opening Unity Feast was not 
due to be held until 4:30 P.M. Some
what later than the due time, all 
were assembled, this time under the 
tent in the heart of Kampala, be
cause it was a brilliant, sunny 
afternoon. 

Local Spiritual Assembly of the Bah.8.'is of Zurich, Switzerland, 
incorpora.ted on Aug-us&: 10, 1955. 
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held simultaneously, and as soon as 
plane reservations could be made 
they would have to depart. There
fore, the steering committee decided 
to elect immediately a Vice-Chair. 
man to deputize for him from the 
moment of his departure. The voting 
resulted in the election of Mr. Aziz 
Yazdi as Vice-Chairman. 

Greeting. From Delegate. 

The Chairman next explained the 
significance of the necessary ap
proval by delegates of the agenda, 
and then one delegate from each 
territory mounted the platform to 
give greetings. 

Some of these were delightful and 
touching, as when, for example, we 
heard of members of the Usumbura 
Community of Ruanda Urundi, who 
saw their delegate off at the air
port weeping tears of emotion, and 
yet giving him "bon courage" for 
his journey. 

The afternoon of that first day 
of the Convention was devoted to 
the messages of the beloved Guar
dian, presented by Mr. Bananl, Hand 
of the Cause; through Ali Nakhjavani 
as interpreter. 

After this, Mr. Banani told us that 
he had in his possession a bottle of 
attar of roses which had been sent 
through the Hand of the Cause, Mr. 
Paul Haney, with which the beloved 
Guardian wished him to anoint 
everyone present at each of the four 
Conventions. 

After Mr. Balyuzi had responded 
to the Chairman's invitation to say 
a few words and had pledged, as 
authorized by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of the Brit
ish Isles, the utmost support and 
help in their power in the years to 
come, Mr. Banimi circulated per
sonally amongst all present to anoint 
each one with the precious attar of 
roses from the Guardian. In reverent 
silence all took this into palms 
cupped together. 

At this juncture a committee was 
appointed to prepare a cable to the 
Guardian, and While this was being 
considered, the official photographs 
were arranged. 

On re-assembling, the cable was 
read and approved, and then the 
Secretary spoke on the import~nce 
of suggestions and recommendatlO.ns 
on the part of the delegates, and m
dicated some valuable lines of 
thought along which they might work 
overnight. 
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First Local Spiritual Assembly of Nicosia., Cyprus. 

Progress of Faith 

Wednesday morning's program 
opened with the reading of the article 
published in the newspaper, fron: an 
interview given the day we arrIved 
in Kampala. The Chairman then 
spoke on Africa's role in the Seven 
Year Plan. He said that there are 
58 countries in Africa where the 
Faith is established. Only four are 
left without Baha'is, but these have 
been opened. 

On the other hand, four additional 
islands outside the Plan, Fernando 
Po, Croscia, Pemba, and Praslin of 
the Seychelles group have been 
opened. 

Twenty-six of all the African Ian· 
guages have been completed, leav
ing five still to be accomplished, the 
translation of Baha'i literature has 
been done in 11 additional lan
guages, so that with the 13 already 
in existence before the start of the 
Ten Year Plan, there is literature on 
the Faith in 50 languages. 

Later, and in the first part of the 
afternoon also, delegates gave re
ports of the situation and needs in 
their territories. 

Election of Assembly 
After a little break came the 

culminating point of the whole Con
vention - election hour, lVlr. Balyuzi 
spoke on the importance of the 
election, and the Baha 'j method. of 
voting. He explained the function 
of the six tellers who had been ~p
pointed, and how they wo~.dd a~~lst 
delegates in need of help In writIng 

their ballots, if necessary. He closed 
by asking the Chairn,. an to read a 
prayer for gUidance. 

The six tellers from among the 
visitors, three non-Africans each with 
an African assistant to cope with 
the vernacular languages, took up 
their positions at tables in a small 
room behind the meeting hall, to 
serve both as information bureaux, 
and scribes where necessary. 

An atmosphere of serious earnest
ness was everywhere apparent, in 
both rooms, on the verandah, and 
tmder the trees, wherever delegates 
found the most inspiration to per
form the task to which they now 
obviously were putting their whole 
hearts and minds. 

Complete control and orderliness 
prevailed for the succeeding half 
hour. Voting papers were handed in 
as names were called, which, when 
counted, totalled sixty-nine. 

While the tellers repaired immed
iately to the home of the Sabri. to 
count the votes, the remainder of 
those assembled were taken again to 
the tent in the grounds of the l:Ia~ir
atu'l-Quds for a viewing of the cloak 
of Baha'u'llah. After an introductory 
talk by Mr. Balyuzi and the reading 
of the Tablet of Visitation, Baha'is 
entered the 1.Ia~iratu'l-Quds one by 
one to see this most precious relic. 

Meanwhile at the end of two and 
one half hou~s of concentrated acti
vity, it was established that a fine 
strong National Spiritual Assembly 
had been elected, consisting of the 
three Board Members of the area, 
and six pillars of the Uganda Com-
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Local SpiritUal Assembly of tbe BaJla'is of Saigon, Vietnam, 1956. 

. munity, an Assembly of four Africans 
and five pioneers, as follows: Ali 
Nakbjavani, Philip Hainsworth, Has
san Sabri, Oloro Epyeru j Aziz Yazdi, 
JaiaI Nakhjavani, Tito Wanantsusi t 

Sylvester Okurut, and Max Kenye
rezi. 

Assembly I ntrod "oed 
The last day of the Convention 

opened with the announcement of the 
election results, and the new Na
tional Spiritual Assembly ascended 
the platform. Letters of congratula
tions were read. 

The remainder of the morning was 
devoted to discussion of suggestions 
from the delegates for the guidance 
of the Assembly. Response here was 
remarkable and fruitful, and result~ 
ed in the SecretaryJ 5 tabulating 49 
recommendations, of which 34 be
came embodied in resolutions dis
cussed and accepted. It seemed in
deed as if the delegates were acti
vated by a true spirit of cooperation, 
and many excellent and worthy sug
gestions pertaining to the organiza· 
tion of the work ahead under the 
Seven Year Plan was a source of 
inspiration and good augury for the 
future_ 

It revealed indeed a tremendous 
progress in both the spiritual and 
administrative development of the 
African Baha'is during the three 
years which have elapsed since the 
Intercontinental Conference, and it 
proved their readiness to get do\Vl1 to 
work with determination and without 
delay. and that communities possess 

members with a gratifying sense of 
responsibility and leadership. 

Closing Session 

The last session was devoted first 
to suggestions from visitors, and 
then to discusssion of the Baha'i 
Fund, its extreme importance being 
most simply illustrated by the Chair
man, who used the analogies of a 
child who has now grown up and 
should not expect to be any longer 
dependent upon its parents, and of 
the blood stream to the heart, which 
keeps the body functioning, making 
absolutely clear that what is really 
important is the element of sacrifice 
for love of the Faith. 

Finally, Mr. Balyuzi made the 
closing speech of the Convention, a 
vote of thanks was moved by the 
Chairman and Secretary. and just 
at the precise moment that the clos· 
ing prayer was about to be read, 
Mrs. Nakhjavani arrived with the 
following cable from the beloved 
Guardian: 

"OVERJOYED PROFOUNDLY 
A P PRE C I ATE SENTIMENTS 
SHARE HOPES ASSEMBLED 
FRIENDS FERVENTLY SUPPLI
CATING UNPRECENTED 
BLESSINGS CONFIDENT GREAT 
VICTORIES AHEAD. URGE COM
PLETE DEDICATION ATTAIN
MENT OBJECTIVES NEW PLAN. 
DEEPEST LOVE. 

-SHDGffi 
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Sadly but triumphantly the Con
vention was closed, the map rolled 
up and the Greatest Name taken 
down. All were transported to the 
tent in the I;Ia?iratu'l..Quds grounds 
for the concluding garden party, an 
occasion to which contacts had also 
been invited. Darkness fell upon one 
of the greatest of Baha'u'llah's mir. 
ac1es-the unity of mankind in a 
gathering of loving harmony and 
fullest cooperation. 

-IRENE BENNETI' 

PERSIAN GULF AREA GAINS 

3 ASSEMBLIES, 3 GROUPS 

A report has been received from 
BaJ:>rayn that this Ri<;lvan three new 
Assemblies and three new groups 
have been added to those already 
established in the Persian Gulf area. 

GUATEMALAN HAZIRATU'L-QUDS 

LOCATED IN GUATEMALA CITY 

The report of the inauguration of 
the Haziratu'l-Quds of Guatemala, 
in th'e May issue of BAHA~i NEWS, 
erroneously stated that the Center 
was at RetalhuIeu. It is situated in 
Gua tern ala City. 

The World Youth Day picnic pic
tured in the June BAHA'! NEWS, 

captioned San Jose, Calif., was from 
San Jose, Costa Rica. 

r 
I 

WORDS OF WISDOM 

The source of all good is trust 
in God, submission unto His com
mand, and contentment in His 
holy will and pleasure_ 

BWF.I40 

The source of all glory is ac
ceptance of whatsoever the Lord 
hath bestowed, and contentment 
with that which God hath or
dained. 

BWF.I40 

True reliance is for the servant 
to pursue his profession and call
ing in this world, to hold fast unto 
the Lord, to seek naught but His 
grace, inasmuch as. in His hands 
is the destiny of aU His servants. 

BFW.141 



Pomona Valley Fes'Uval of Faith a.t Cla.remont, Calif., April 22, 1956, with six world religions. lnc1uding the Baha'i Faith~ par
ticipating in a nService of Prayer for Peace and for DivtDe Guidance to the UDlted Nations." 

BAHA'i REPRESENTED 
AT FESTIVAL OF FAITH 

Six world religions, including the 
Bahl! 'i Faith, took part in the Pomo
na Valley Festival of Faith at 
Bridges Auditorium, Claremont, 
Calif., on April 22, 1956. 

Charles Wolcott, Vice-chairman of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of the United States, rep
resented the Baha'is in this "Service 
of Prayer for Peace and for Divine 
Guidance to the United Nations," 

Other religions participating in
cluded the Buddhist, Christian, 
Hindu, Jewish, and Moslem faiths. 

Guest speakers at the festival were 
Gov. Goodwin J. Knight of California 
and Dr. K. C. Wu of Evanston, Ill., 
former governor general of For
mosa. 

An interracial, interfaith choir of 
150 persons sang before the audience, 
estimated at over 2500 people. 

Spokesmen for each of the six re
ligious faiths presented a call for 
prayer and meditation, and a resolu
tion endorsing world peace and the 
United Nations. 

The Baha'] prayer was by 'Abdu'l
Baha, beginning e'O Thou compas
sionate Lord! Thou who art generous 
and able. u 

A statement of the Baha'i National 
Assembly was presented as the 
Baha'i resolution, as follows: 

"Baha'is believe that the world of 
humanity for a hundred years has 
been Wldergoing a great transforma
tion , the end and aim of which is 
to establish a new order of justice 
and peace. 

"The outer witness to this trans
formation is the rise of science and 
technology which abolish all old 
frontiers dividing the peoples and 
nations. The inner sign is the emer
gence of a new spirit in religion 
which recognizes that the Prophets 
all reveal the love of God for man 
and the possibility of love between 
men without distinction of race, na
tion, class, or creed. 

"The final barrier is the existing 
conflict between spiritual and ma
terialistic concepts of man himself. 
The appalling struggles resulting 
from this conflict have been proph
esied as the final experience of suf
fering and purification, after which 
true peace can be established. The 
modern crisis has manifested the 
dire need for a universal religion. 

wrhe Author of the Baha'i Revel
ation, Baha'u'ILili, has written: 
'That which the Lord hath ordained 
as the soveTeign remedy and might
iest instrument fOT the healing of all 
the world is the union of a U its 
peoples .in one universal CatL$e, one 
common Faith.'" 

Gov. Knight cailed attention to 
California's harmony as an illustra
tion that j'the people of all colors, 
all national origins, all political be
liefs, aU religious denominations, and 
all stratas of material wealth, can 
live peaceably together." 

An appeal for world peace was 
given by Dr. Wu, who urged that 
the Declaration of Human Rights of 
the United Nations be observed. 

Newspapers in the surrounding 
area gave widespread publicity to 
this Festival, both before and after 
the meeting. One prominent article 
was devoted to the invitation ex
tended to the Baha'i Faith to partici
pate in the ceremony, as further 
evidence of the public's recognition 
of the Faith as an independent 
world religion. 

This Festival of Faith, patterned 
after the San Francisco Festival of 
Faith on June 15, 1955, in observance 
of the Tenth Anniversary of the Uni
ted Nations, was organized by the 
Pomona Valley Chapter of the U.N. 
Association. 

._-
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YAKIMA ACTIVITIES GAIN 

WIDE PUBLIC RESPONSE 

Yakima, Wash., is one of the home 
front goal cities to elect its first local 
Spiritual Assembly this year, The 
story of the rapid development of the 
Faith in this small western city is 
fascinating and inspiring. If it could 
be published in full it would give 
great encouragement to all who are 
considering the GuardianJs instruc
tions to disperse from the large 
centers. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edvard Lindstrom 
moved there in December, 1953, 
where Mrs. Emma Lawrence had 
been teaching the Faith for six years 
before leaving to pioneer in Costa 
Rica. In October, 1954, they were 
joined by Mr. and Mrs. Victor 
deAraujo and their two small 
children. 

Newspaper publicity, radio pro
grams, well planned public meet
ings, firesides, and personal teaching 
work have all been employed to tell 
the story of the Faith. Following are 
excerpts from one letter from one of 
the members of the Assembly. They 
are typical of the many that have 
been received. The fUll names of the 
individuals referred to have been 
omitted 'for --varioUs reasons: 

'~We have just had· the most won~ 
derful week-end. The J.'s came over, 
and Mr. J. spoke for our public meet
ing which was a great success. We 
had forty people there, including 
four Baha'is and their four contacts 
from Wena tchee. Sam e entirely new 
people came through the newspaper 
publicity. We had a question period 
with quite a few questions from the 
audience. Our public meetings seem 
better every time. I think it is just 
that the activity here is steadily 
gaining momentum. Many people 
are hearing about the Faith and 
there is more than casual interest 
among quite a number. For exam
ple, one person called me today 
and mentioned that her husband had 
enjoyed the meeting so much that 
he came home and started reading 
a Baha'i book to her .... 

uYesterday one person who has at
tended Baha'i meetings for more 
than a year brought a young woman 
librarian to the meeting. She told J. 
that a nurse from the hospital in
quired at the library for Baha'i lit
erature some time ago. TIle nurse 

said there had been two Baha'i chil
dren at the hospital, and she wanted 
to know what the Baha'i Faith was. 

"V. contacted the city editor of the 
morning paper last week, who said 
we could have the 'This We Believe' 
column for this week. We had to 
work fast. The by-line (carrying 
the writer's name) was the editor's 
idea, because otherwise it would look 
as if the paper had prepared the ma
terial. The article came out yester
day in both morning and evening pa
pers and we will really have things 
popping now. It's already started. All 
of us have had people ask questions 
all week just on the election of our 
Assembly where our names appeared 
in the paper. 

Our contact with the Indians 
is probably the next thing our 
whole group will cooperate on fur
thering. We have only one intimate 
contact so far, but we are hoping 
that we can get him and his family 
to join us in a picnic. They have 
three or four small children and our 
children could get acquainted with 
them along with the adults. 

"We are very thrilled with aU the 
developments and are happy be
cause the Faith is now beginning to 
be really known in Yakima. People 
are _a.11east _going to have the op"por~ 
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tunity to investigate it. It is hard to 
imagine how different a small town 
like this is. Everyone reads the 
local newspapers and it is quite 
amazing how aware they all seem to 
be of things in the paper." 

(BAHA'i NEWS welcomes similar 
stories from growing communities 
that would Wee to shaTe the story of 
their accomplishments and prog
ress.) 

FAITH DISCUSSED ON 

LOS ANGELES RADIO 

A nightly radio program On station 
KFI, Los Angeles, Calif., broadcast 
from 11:00 P.M. to 5:30 A.M. Tues
day to Saturday, has gained a wide 
audience in the Western states and 
from ships and airplanes with two~ 
way dis cussions between the an
nouncer, Ben Hunter, and his 
listeners on varied topics of interest. 

Some discussions have proven so 
worthwhile that Mr. Hunter publishes 
them in a periodical called The Limb. 
A recent edition of this magazine 
reported that a book titled The 
Oahpse Bib!e belonged to "the fa
mous Baha'i sect which has ten 
million followers in North America 
alone. U 

Baha.'i community of the San Leandro-Hayward Judicial Distrid, Calif. 
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A BaM'. in the area read this 
report in The Limb, received permis
sion from the proper source to cor
rect the statements, and telephoned 
Mr. Hunter. He graciously broadcast 
her remarks, stating that the word 
"religion" applied to the Baha'i 
Faith, instead of "sect," as it is one 
of the great world religions, and that 
the National Baha'i Assembly knows 
of no connection between the Baha'i 
Sacred Writings and the so-called 
Oahpse Bible. 

Two hours later a student of Com
parative Religions telephoned. The 
conversation was broadcast as he 
read the twelve Baha'i Principles, 
with comments on the statement re
lating to equal rights for men and 
women, stating that this was an im
portant question in iran, where the 
Baha'i Faith originated. He also 
spoke of the provision for a uni
versal language, naming Esperanto 
as one considered. 

He went on to give a beautiful 
description of the Baha'j House of 
Worship, with comments on the en~ 
trances and parts of the interior. 

A call from a second listener fol
lowed, who proclaimed that his 
mother assisted in the start of the 
building of the Temple. 

'Before the program went off the 
air the announcer, in reviewing the 
topics discussed, again mentioned 
the Faith, making four times it was 
calied to the attention of the radio 
audience. 

BAHA'i IN THE NEWS 

Monterey Peninsula HeTald~ Feb
ruary n, 1956, contains an extensive 
article on "Baha'i Temple in Wil
mette Is One of Today's Architec
tural Wonders," with a large illus
tration of the Honse of Worship and 
its landscaped grounds. 

On the editorial page of Manitowoc 
Wisconsin Herald-Times of March 2, 
1956, we note a two column article 
based on an interview with Mrs. 
Clarence Creager. 

Yearbook of AmeTican Churches 
for 1956 gives a brief listing of the 
Faith. 

For two successive years a course 
has been given at Harvard Univer
sity Center for Middle Eastern Stud
ies in which the Faith is discussed. 
Excerpts from two Baha'i books are 
on the reading list. 

WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 

Fourth Year - 1956 - 1li'57 

Annual Budget ....... _. $500,000.00 

Total Requirements 
May 1 to June 15 _ . 62,400.00 

Total Contributions 
May 1 to June 15.,.... 43,000.00 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Oklahoma Eag!e, published in Tul
sa, has in its March 8 issue a long 
and favorable article on the Faith 
under the heading "Baha 'is Need 
No Special Week for Brotherhood." 

Consolidated Book Publishers of 
Chicago is preparing a new general 
encyclopedia and will include photo
graphs of the Shrine of the Bab and 
the House of Worship. 

Dr. Marcus Bach has recently spo
ken before the E cODomic Club of 
Southwestern Michigan on four. con
temporaneous religious personalities 
whom he has personally interviewed. 
One of the four is Shoghi Effendi. 

SecTetartat News, published at 
United Nations Headquarters, in its 
issue of January 31, 1956, included 
under "Invitation" an announcement 
of a talk by Norman Cousins at the 
Welsh studio, Greenwich, Conn., to 
be held February 5. "This is the 
first of a series of meetings spon-
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sored by the UN Committee of the 
Bahati International Community ac
credi ted to UN." 

They Shall Not HUTt Nor Destroy 
by Mary Hostetler Murray, Vantage 
Press, New York, is "the story of 
Beth, of her husband Bill, and of 
their three children," dealing with 
the tragedy and waste of inherent 
in war. It presents the Baha'i teach
ings very clearly in six pages of 
this volume. 

The Christian Century of May 23, 
reported the Festival of Faith held 
by representatives of six "world 
faiths" in Bridges auditorium, Clare
mont, California, On April 22, spon
sored by various groups in the Po
mona valley. 

Baha'i dates of special events in 
1957 will be included in the 1957 PeT
sonal Record Book jor Executives, 
published by The Dartnell Corpora
tion, Chicago. 

The weekly membership bulletin 
of the Wilmette Rotary Club, May 
19, announced a program to be pre
sented by Dr. Isaac Schour, dean of 
the University of lllinois College of 
Dentistry on HObservations While In 
Israel." Dr. Schour used color slides 
of Israel to illustrate his talk, which 
included two views of the Shrine of 
the Bab. 

AdventuTes in PaTadise, by Willard 
Price, refers to two Baha'i pioneers 
in the South Seas as "the most un
usual missionaries" he encolUltered. 
In talking with them he learned the 

Local Spiritual Assembly of Ketchikan, Alaska. Seated at the left 
is loyce Combs. tbe first Indian believer in Alaska. 
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basic Baha'i teachings and described 
them in his book, 

A transcript of the weekly Sunday 
night broadcast over American 
Broadcasting Company Stations, by 
George E, Sokolsky, April 15, 1956, 
was devoted to the subject of The 
Middle East. In his remarks about 
Israel Mr. Sokolsky said, "There is 
a Ministry for Religious Affairs 
which has separate departments for 
the Jewish, Moslem, Christian, 
Druse and Baha'i communities. n 

Britannica Book of the Year 1956, 
recording events of 1955, under the 
general heading of "Religion" (page 
593) made this reference to the 
Faith: "In fran the persecution of 
Baha'i continUed. It will be remem~ 
bered that Bah.§. 'i had its origin in 
fran as an outgrowth from Islam. 
For several years pressures had 
been brought against it in the land of 
its hirth." 

The Willett Motor Coach Com
panYJ Chicago, has published a Field
Trip Guide announcing the tours 
which can be arranged. The Baha'i 
House of Worship is listed as one of 
the tours, 

The Baha'i Publishing Trust has 
received a number of press clippings 
of a book review syndicated by The 
Associated Negro Press throughout 
the country. The review deals with 
Race and Man, compiled by Maye 
Harvey Gift and Alice Simmons Cox, 
published by the Baha', Publishing 
Trust. 

HOne of the most complete com· 
pilations giving the solution of the 

Baha'is attending the Tri-State Co-nfer
ence a.t Fargo, N. Dak., on :May 19-20. 
North Dakota, South Dakota, and Ne
braska were represented a i the meeting. 

race problem as outlined by recog· 
nized authorities in scientific and 
sociological fields is found in Race 
and Man . ... " 

"Religious leaders, public speak
ers, students of current affairs, 
world relief agencies and organiza
tions working for interracial cooper
ation, will find Race and Man one of 
the best compilations in print today 
offering a solution to the race prob
lem, with spiritual teachings on the 
unity of the human race as ex
pounded by Baha'u'llfth, the most ex
traordinary spiritual figure and the 
greatest progressive produced by the 
19th century; 'Abdu'l·Baha, his eldest 
son, who lectured in 39 cities of the 

New1y formed Local SpJrltual Assembly of Eugene. Ore. 
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United States in 1912, warning of race 
wars, religious conflicts and world 
upheavals; and Shoghi Effendi, pres
ent Guardian of the Baha'i Faith, 
who resides at the Baha'i World Cen. 
ter in Haifa, Israel .... " 

The New Eng~and Journal 01 Med· 
icine in its May 3, 1955 issue dis
cusses editorially the National Acad
emy of Religion and Mental Health. 

Among the statements of particu
lar interest to Baha'is we quote:-

"The thought that science and re· 
Hgion agree has permeated contem
porary society. Just as there are 
scientific laws, so too, there are 
spiritual laws, each of which is re
vealed to man according to man's 
capacity to find it." 

uIn this ever.evolving, maturing 
civilization man is slowly realizing 
that he has the right to investigate 
truth independently. H 

"The great pacifist, Tolstoy, 
wrote: ~The man who holds the key 
to the universe is a Persian named 
Baha'u'llah.' " 

World Book Encyclopedia on June 
6 telegraphed the National Assembly 
requesting data for use in that En· 
cyclopedia. The information desired 
covered the number of countries in 
which the Faith is represented, the 
number of its local centers, the num
ber of its national administrative 
bodies and of the local Assemblies 
in the United States, 

"Movie Pair to Wed in Baha'i 
Rites" was the headline on a Holly· 
wood dispatch appearing in Chicago 
American, June 6, above a photo of 
Janet Lake. "Robert Dix, actor-son 
of the late film star Richard Dix, 
and MGM starlet Janet Lake an
nounced plans for one of the most 
unusual wedding ceremonies in HoI. 
lywood history this month. 

~~Dix said: 'We want to have a 
Baha'i marriage. We both are fol
lowers of the faith. I H 

As reported in the Lima. Peru, 
newspaper on May 17. Professor 
Arnold Toynbee' s talk given at the 
San Marcos University contained the 
following statement:-

"If we observe the course of his· 
tory in relation to the high religions 
instead of to the civilizations, we can 
come to the conclusion that progress 
in religious matters has been con
tinuous. Since the first appearance, 
arc:mnd 2,500 years ago, of the so
cieties of the high religions, there 



has always been a certain num· 
ber of high religions existing simul
taneously at the side of each other, 
We have today at least eight. They 
all claim, with the exception of 
Baha.'iism, to be the only way, truth 
and life." 

u ••• If ... all of humanity would 
become converted some day to one 
religion, then the world will have be· 
come unified in the fundamental 
plane of human life." 

AMERICAN INDIAN NEWS 

Since first contact was made with 
the nearby Lummi Indians in the fall 
of 1954, the friends of Bellingham, 
Washington, have developed increas
ing friendly relations with members 
of this tribe, including the son of the 
chief and his family. Indian friends 
have attended public meetings and 
firesides, cooperated in the presenta
tion of a school program on Indian 
subjects, and participated in Inter
calary Days celebrations. 

When two small Indian villages on 
the Lummi reservation were flooded 
following early winter rainstorms 
the Baha'is were the first to go t~ 
the aid of distressed families with 
clothing, bedding and food for ma
terial assistance and prayer books 
for spiritual. The story of the 
deepening friendships between the 
Baha'is of Bellingham and their 
neighbors the Lummi Indians seems 
to the Committee to reflect a fine 
blend of service, friendliness, and 
teaching. Results are sure to follow. 

Loving welcome is extended to 
Francis La Quier of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. enrolled by that Commu
nity recently and becoming the first 
of the Chippewa tribe to become a 
Baha'i. 

Mr. and Mrs. Foster Mudd, pio
neers on the Macaw Reservation at 
Neah Bay, Washington, write that 
there is a rea! need for a phy
sician to serve the needs of the In
dians, who must at present go some 
distance to receive medica! care, 
There is also a position open for a 
teacher of music in the elementary 
schoo-I. Both of these posts offer rea] 
fields of service for Baha'i pioneers. 
The American Indian Service Com
mittee would be grateful to hear from 
those who might qualify for either 
position and share the encouraging 
word of a recent enrollment among 
the Indians of this reservation. 
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Baha'is and their friends at a fiJ'eside in Silver SpriDg, Md. 

COLLEGE ACTIVITIES 

Albion College, Albion, Mich., re
quested a Baha'i representative to 
speak on the Faith on May 2, 1956. 
Lester W. Long, of Coldwater, Mich., 
filled the engagement and reported 
that it was a thrilling experience. 
with a warm response from the stu
dent body. 

The day began with a Chapel talk 
before about 700 students at 10:00 
A.M. A class at 2:00 P.M. for 12 stu
dents brought forth many questions 
showing an appreciation of the Faith 
from. the brief summary_given them. 

At 3:(}() p ,M. a clas-s_ on Baha'i 
Literature for 25 students was sched
uled. but there were so many ques
tions that there was little time to 
discuss the literature. 

Later in the day a second Chapel 
talk was given, tog-ether with 'Abdu'l. 
Baha's prayer for mankind, This 
program was broadcast over the lo
cal radio station, W ALM. 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

A Baha'i settler in Mobile, Ala., 
has placed Baha'i pamphlets in the 
bus stations, airport, beauty parlor, 
and the Air Lift, which services hos
pi tals throughout the world. 

A Baha'i program was arranged 
for the Townsend Hall Club No.2 of 
Fort Collins, Colo. on May 14th by 
the local Baha'i representative. Gil
bert Grassley, a student at the Col
orado A. and M. University ~ gave a 
talk on the History of Religion, and 
showed slides of Baha'i subjects. 

Burbank, Calif. reports a weekly 
radio program Sunday evenings on 
KBLA, and good newspaper publicity 
in the Burbank Daily' Review and the 
Burbank Independent. 

The Los Angeles, Calif. community 
schedules ten weekly meetings, ac
cording to their publication, The 
BaM'i Journal. Included are Adult 
and Children'S Classes and a Public 
Meeting at the Baha'i Center. a fire
side for youth. and Seven additional 
firesides. 

The series of firesides on Progres
sive Revelation given by the Stock. 
ton, Calif. community-- is being fol
lowed by a new series on the social 
teachings of Baha'u'llah. 

Flint, Mich., observed the anniver. 
sary of the Declaration 01 the Bab 
with a meeting coinciding with a ra
dio broadcast of "A New Interpreta
tion of History" on station WBRe. 
There were ten radio spot announce
ments and seven newspaper articles 
relating to this observance. 

The Declaration of the Bab was 
observed in Maui, Hawaii with a 
buffet dinner, followed by ~ talk il
lustrated with slides on "Haifa A 
Name to Remember," given b~ a 
local non·Baha'i who had recently re
turned from a visit to the Baha'i 
World Center. 

A New England Youth Conference 
was held at Brown University, Provi. 
dence, R.I., May 5~6. The topic cho
sen for discussion was "Organiza
tion." The next conference has been 
tentatively scheduled for September 
18, with the location still to be de
termined. 
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AREA NEWS BULLETINS 

Pendleton, Oreg., was the scene of 
a two day teaching venture on 
March 24-25, according to the North
western States Area Bulletin. On 
Saturday evening there was a party 
at the home of the Merlin Youngs; 
Sunday there were three seminars 
for Bahi.?is and their contacts. Sub .. 
jects of the seminars were (1) HThe 
Baha'i Faith - The Need for this 
Faith," (2) "The Baha'i Faith - Its 
Use," (3) "The Baha'i Faith - Its 
Destiny and Ours. H Also reported in 
the Bulletin was a very successful 
Intercalary Day Party at Kirkland, 
Wash. Attendance totalled 130, in
cluding 54 contacts. There was mu
sic, slides of world-wide Baha'i ac
tivities, a group of Makah Indian 
girls? and Chinese rice fortune cakes 
inscribed with Baha'i quot~tions. 

Lineoln University in Jefferson 
City, Mo., has asked the Area Teach
ing Committee for the South Central 
States to send a panel of speakers 
and discussion leaders to discuss the 
Faith on the campus, the ATC Bul
letin states. This request was the re· 
suIt of the visit of Charles Hornby, 
Peoria, m., to the Baha'i at the Uni· 
versity. The school is an outgrowth 
of Lincoln Institute, founded after 

the Civil War by a group of white 
women for the freed Negroes of the 
community. It now is an integrated 
school serving all races. 

The Bulletin for the South Central 
States gives the following informa~ 
tion of local community activities: 
Hot Springs, Ark., now has a weekly 
study group each week; Kansas City, 
Mo., plans to achieve assembly sta. 
tus this Rigvan; in Fort Smith, Ark., 
Mr. and Mrs. Winans mail a monthly 
calandar invitation to contacts, list
ing the subjects of weekly meetings; 
Rogers, Ark., reports lively fire
sides, a public meeting, and several 
radio broadcasts. 

The group in Geneva, N.Y. reports 
through the Bulletin for the North 
Atlantic States that a local Baha'i 
spoke before a meeting of 50 women 
at Cornell University on April 15. 
During the year Geneva activities in
cluded three radio broadcasts over 
WGVA and two public meetings, as 
well as newspaper publicity and ad
vertising. 

Hamburg, N.Y. held a Youth Con
ference on March 31 and April 1. A 
total of 26 youth came from J ames
town. Lakewood. Buffalo, E den, and 
Niagara Falls, and from Michigan, 
Ohio, and Indiana. 
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An Area Workshop Conference on 
Prayer and the Covenant was held at 
St. Louis, Mo. t on June 16-17, the 
South Central States Bulletin an
nounces. The booklets Institute on 
the Covenant and Administration and 
Do'a~ The Call to Prayer were used 
in the round table discussions. 

The Tennessee Valley States Area 
Bulletin states that a total of 35 fire
sides and four public meetings were 
held in Louisville, Ky _, during the 
past year. In addition, the local 
Teaching Committee, working with 
teachers from Nashville, Tenn., have 
been doing extensive individual 
work. 

The National Youth Committee will 
hold a Youth Conference at Green 
Acre Baha'i Institute, Eliot, Maine, 
on June 30 and July 1, preceding the 
opening of the summer season there. 
The first two weeks of the school 
will be "Youth Weeks," the New 
England States Area Bulletin reports. 

The Stamford, Conn., community 
has planned picnics for June 10 and 
24, July 8 and 22. to bring the friends 
together for study and fellowship. 

Burlington, Vt., reports excellent 
publicity for their bi-monthly meet
ings through the newspapers and ra
dio. Contacts have been gained 
through both mediums. 

Window display at the Cleveland Trust Company. EucUd, Ohio, iD observance of World Brotherhood Week, February 19-25. 
BaM'is throughout the country placed many simUar displays in public places to proolaUn the Baba'i principles for thls occasion. 
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The Buttetin of the North Central 
States reports that Baha'is of the 
Black Hills Area have recently com
pleted a study class on the Wi!! and 
Testament, and are now beginning 
on the Kitab-i-iqan. 

The Baha'i World, Vol. XII, 1950· 
1954. Contains nearly 1,000 pages of 
text and over 300 illustrations in
cluding beautiful, four-color frontis
piece of the Shrine of Bah and six 
large supplementary maps and 
charts, four in color. Covers the 
Baha'i Holy Year and Jubilee events, 
dedication of the Baha'i Temple in 
Wilmette, completion of the Shrine 
of the Bab, the Four Intercontinen
tal Conferences, and many other of 
the most significant events in Baha'i 
history. Bound in midnight blue. 

Per copy (mailed within the U.S. 
or territories) $15.00 

Per copy (mailed to any point out
side the U.S.) $15.75 

Baha'i World Commrmity Map. One 
of the supplementary maps from 
Baha'i World XII available separate
ly, showing cOlUltries opened to the 
Faith through April 1954. This map, 
clearly printed in black and red with 
bright red border and large heading 
"Baha'i World Community," will be 
very useful for display in Baha'i Cen
ters, in the home, and for window 
displays. Additional countries opened 
later can easily be printed in by hand 
for easy reference. Size 35 x 23 
(mailed folded to 9 x 12). 

Per Copy .................. $ .50 

Ten Copies ... " ............ $4.00 

Available from 
BAHA~f PUBLISBIN"G TRUST 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, illinois 

NEW ADDRESS FOR 
BAHA'f PRESS SERVICE 

Clippings, requests for press serv~ 
ice materials, and other matters re
lating to Baha'i Pres.s Service activ
ities should now be addressed to: 
Baha'i Press Service, 434 Thomas 
Avenue, Rochester 17, New York. 

BAHA'i HOUSE OF WORSHIP 
Visiting Hours 

Weekdays: 
10:30 A.M.-4:30 P.M. 
7:00 P.M.-9:00 P.M. 

Sundays and Holidays: 
10:30 A.M.-9:00 P.M. 
(Auditorium only will be open in 
the evenings) 

Service of Worship 
Sunday at 3:30 P.M., lasting until 
4:15. 

Notional Baha'i Addresse. 

NATIONAL BAllA'i ADMINISTRATIVE 

HEADQUARTERS: 

536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
illinois. 

NATIONAL TREASURER: 

112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make checks Paya.ble to: 
National Baha.'i Fund 

BAHA'i PUBLISHING TRUST: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
lllinois. 

BAHA'I NEWS: 

EdUorla1 Office: 
110 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, illinois 

Subscription and 
change ot address: 

112 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Illinois 

JULY, 1956 

July 13-Kalimat (Words) 
August I-Kama! (Perfection) 

HOLY DAY 

July 9---Martyrdom of the Bab 
NA'l'lONAL SPIRITUAL 

AsSEMBLY MECI"ING 

July 20, 21, 22 

"Glory be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
Verily, this Thy servant and this Thy 
maid·servant ha.ve ga.thered undeT the 
shadow oj Thy mercy and they are 
united through Thy fa.vor and genero.sity. 
o Lora! Assist them in thu Th1l 'WOf'ld 
and Thy Kingdom and degtine for them 
every good through Thy bounty and 
grace . .. " 

-BAuA'u'WH 

Reno, Nevada: Mrs. Marjorie Ethel Tor~ 
res to Mr. Albert R. Torres on May 
12, 1956. 

"Death protfereth unto every conti
dent belieVe?" the cup that is Ufe indeed. 
It bestoweth joy, and is the bearer of 
gladnesa. It conferreth the giJt of ever
lasting life." 

Mrs. Maria Pilkington 
Portland, Oregon 
April 13. 1956 

Mr. J. Fenwick Bush 
Washington, D.C. 
May 5, 1956 

Mrs. G.race M. Fleckenstein 
Portland, Oregon 
May 10, 1956 

Mr. George W. Reed, Sr. 
Seattle 99, Washington 
May 16. 1956 

Mrs. Louise Gregory 
Eliot, Maine 
May 20, 1956 

Mr. James A. Kincaid 
Portland, Oregon 
May 27, 1956 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community 

Reports. plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies of 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 

BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1956-57: Mrs. Eunice Braun. Miss 
Charlotte Linfoot, MI'. RIchard C. Thomas. 

Editorial OOice: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Dlinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i OfI'ice, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, illinoiS, U.S.A. 
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GUARDIAN'S SUPPLEMENTARY MESSAGE 
TO THE FOUR AFRICA CONVENTIONS, APRil 1956 

At this historic hour, marking the opening of the third 
phase of the global Spiritual Crusade so courageously 
undertaken by the follow."s of the Faith of Baha'u'llah. 
I hail the convocation of the four epoch·maklng Baha'i 
Conventions now being held in the African Continent. 

My heart brims with joy and my soul Is uplifted with 
thankfulness as I contemplate on this auspicious occa
sion, the magniAcent feats which have been accom
plished in recent years over the entire length and breadth 
of a rapidly quickening continent, feats which, in their 
range, number, quality and swiftness, have eClipsed 
the signal victories which have distinguished the cam
paigns successively launched in the Continent of Europe 
and in Latin America. 

Continent Boasfs Many Supporters 

This vast, highly receptive, spiritually famished and 
long down-trodden continent-the nest of the Negro race. 
constituting so large a proportion of the world's popula
tiOJ~which was first opened, in an hour of trial and 
adversity. in the lifetime of Baha'u'llah; whose south
ern fringes were, during the last epoch of the Heroic 
Age of the Faith, illuminated by the rays of a divinely 
established Covenant; on whose northern shores the 
standard of Baha'i emancipation has been hoisted and 
the struggle for the recognition of the independent char· 
acter of the Revelation of Baha'u'llab. has commenced-
such a continent now boasts, by virtue of the dynamic 
influence exerted by a rising divinely conceived Order. 
and the propelling forces generated by a world·embrac
ing, three-year·old Spiritual Cru.ade, over three thou· 
sand avowed supporters, five-sixths of whom belong to 
the Negro race, scattered throughout more than fifty 
territories and islands, and residing in over four hun
dred localities. Representatives of no less than one hun
dred and forty of its tribes have, moreover, enlisted un
der the banner of the Faith. Over a hundred and twenty 
Baha'i local assemblies are already functioning through
out its territories. Into more than fifty of its indigenous 
languages Baha'I literature has been and is being trans
lated. The process of incorporating the newly formed 
local assemblies has furthermore been inaugurated. A 

National Administrative Headquarters has been estab
lished in each one of its four pivotal centers, while three 
Temple sites situated within its confines have been re
cently purchased, on one of which the Mother Temple 
of Africa is soon to be erected. 

The Concourse on high cannot but laud such remark· 
able, soul-stirring exploits. The Captain, guiding from 
His throne of glory in the Abha Kingdom the march at 
the army of Baha'u'lliili's Crusaders, undoubtedly ap_ 
plauds the fidelity, the valour, the zeal and the perse
verance of the executors of His Design, while the Found
er of the Faith Himself, the wellspring of the energizing 
influences nourishing the lives, and sustaining the ac
tivities, of these Crusaders, confers His benediction 
upon, and lays up treasures for, those who have 80 con
spicuously contributed to the glory and honor of His 
Name, 

I feel impelled, on so memorable an occasion, to pay a 
warm and heartfelt tribute to the Hand of the Cause ap· 
pointed for the African Continent; to the members of 
the British, the American, the Persian, the Indian, the 
Egyptian and the Iraqi National Spiritual Assemblies; to 
the members of the African Auxiliary Board; to the nu
merous assemblies, committees and pioneers who have, 
singly and collectively, contributed in such a large meas
ure to the expansion of so colossal an enterprise, and 
who have had so decisive a share in directing its course, 
in stimulating its unfoldment, and in consolidating its 
foundations. 

Assemblies Will Lend Impetus 

I cannot but feel confident that the emergence of four 
regional National Spiritual Assemblies, as a result of 
the deliberations of the delegates attending these four 
Baha'i Conventions-Assemblies designed to pave the 
way for the erection of the pillars which must support 
the future Universal House of Justice - will, by en· 
abling the activities of the Faith to be directed and co
ordinated from within the Continent itself, lend a tre
mendous impetus to the progress and eventual fruition 
of the stupendous undertaking launched from coast to 
coast through the concerted and systematic efforts of 
the followers of the Faith of BaM'u'llah. 
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I call upon these Regional National 
Spiritual Assemblies to celebrate 
their birth, and signalize the open
ing of the third phase of this World 
Spiritual Crusade, through the for
mulation of four subsidiary Seven
Year Plans, designed to multiply the 
number of the avowed supporters of 
the Faith and of the isolated centers, 
groups and local Assemblies; to con
solidate the work already achieved 
in the newly opened virgin territo
ties within the confines of that Conti
nent and in its neighboring islands; 
to initiate the institution of the Na
tional Baha'i Fund; to stimulate the 
twin processes of establishing Baha'i 
endowments and of incorporating 
local spiritual assemblies; to hasten 
the construction of the first Ma~
riqu'l-Agbkar of the African Conti
nent.; to ensure the establishment of 
the BaM'! Publishing Trust in 
Egypt; and to speed up the trans· 
lation of Baha'i literature into the 
remaining African languages listed 
in the Ten Year Plan, as well as the 
incorporation of the newly formed 
Regional National Spiritual Assem
blies. 

Lend Continued Support 

I appeal to the British, the Ameri· 
can, the Persian. the Indian, the 
Egyptian and the Iraqi National 
Spiritual Assemblies, who have set 
in motion these vast undertakings, 
not to abandon these fledgling Afri· 
can Baha'i commtmities to their fate, 
but to lend their support and assist
ance to the newly emerged Regional 
National Spiritual Assemblies, en
riching thereby the record of the su
perb and historic services rendered 
by them, throughout that continent, 
to its diversified peoples, tribes and 
races. 

May the manifold blessings of 
Bahfl'u'llah, glorifying in His King
dom the African victories won in 
His Name in such rapid succession, 
rest upon the deliberations of all 
the delegates attending these four 
history-making Conventions, May 
the combined efforts of the faithful, 
laboring now and in the days that lie 
ahead, yield, in the years to come, 
a harvest which will infinitely enable 
the record of unforgettable achieve
ments associated with the rise of the 
Faith of Baha'u'llilh and the estab· 
lishment of His World Order in the 
African Continent. 

-SROGm 
April, 1956 
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''Fervently Prflying Greflt Vktories" 
Dear Baha'i Friends: 

The beloved Guardian on June 22 cabled the NSA: "FervenUy praying 
great victories (on) home front. Appeal (to) entire community (to) arise, 
participate (and) insure attainment (of) goals." 

His prayer for great victories, and his appeal, are not directed primari
ly to Assemblies and Committees but to every individual Baha'i. Shoghi 
Effendi has brought all of us within the realm of his spiritual influence, 
and made each one of us responsible for participation and assuring suc
cess in winning the goals set for the home front. 

Baha'i institutions have their essential and important functions to carry 
out, for example in defining particular goals for a particular period, co-
ordinating the efforts of individual Baha'is, of communities and of groups, 
and supplying both inform a tion and material; but it is the resolution of 
individual Baha'is which endows the institutions with power to act. 

Of what does the home front work consist? What are the goals to attain? 
(1) Restoration of dissolved Assemblies or substitution of new goals· in the 
same States; (2) bringing to Assembly status by April 21, 1957, as many 
groups as possible; (3) increasing the number of enrollments by all local 
Assemblies and Area Teaching Committees. 

What methods are employed? Area conferences; circuit teaching; pioneer
ing; extension teaching; intensified local teaching by communities and 
groups. 

What materials are available and helpful? Releases by Baha'i Press 
Service for the observance of the selected Special Events for 1956-1957; 
Baha'i Summer School courses, discussions and research; National and 
Area Teaching Committee bulletins; Baha'i literature for study and for 
free distribution; and the Institute book on The Covena.nt and AdministTation 
which the National Spiritual Assembly has urged all Assemblies to use 
this year for community study and discussion, to deepen the understanding 
of fundamental Baha'i teachings and to derive strength and resolution for 
ardent service to the Faith. 

Among the materials special attention is called at this time to the pam
phlet The Power 0/ the Covenant which the National Assembly has compiled 
and is sending to every American Baha'i with a letter setting forth its 
meaning and purpose. Copies are also being sent to pioneers in posts out
side the United States. 

Now let us recall with awe the fateful words written by the beloved 
Guardian in his letter dated July 28, 1954, issued as an insert in BAHA'i Nsws 
under the title "American Baha'is In The Time of World Peril." 

"The administrative agencies of a divinely conceived Administrative 
Order at long last erected and relatively perfected stand in dire need of 
the individual believer to come forward and utilize them with undeviating 
purpose, serene confidence and exemplary dedication. The heart of the 
Guardian cannot but leap with joy, and his mind derive inspiration, at every 
evidence testifying to the response of the individual to his allotted task. 
The unseen legions, standing rank upon rank, and eager to pour forth 
from the Kingdom on high the full measure of their celestial strength on 
t.he individual participants of the incomparably glorious Crusade, are power
Jess unless and until each potential crusader decides for himself, and per
severes in his determination, to rush into the arena of service ready to 
sacrifice his all for the Cause he is called upon to champion," 

Where else outside His Faith is there a promise so overpowering, a re
inforcement so assured, a reward so glorious as the Guardian offered Us 

In these challenging words? 

-·NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 
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STATUS OF BAHA'iS 
IN iRAN REVEALED 

(The following summary has been 
made of the principal items recently 
received from authentic sources.) 

I, Local and National Baha'i 
Properties 

Orders were issued some months 
ago by the Prime Minister and 
the Minister of the Interior that 
the Baha'i administrative centers 
throughout the provinces were to be 
restored to their Baha'i caretakers, 
but this action was made contingent 
on assurance from the Baha'i care~ 
takers that these properties would 
not be used for Baha'i meetings. 
Moreover, of the eighty properties 
seized by the government last year 
only thirteen have been turned back 
to the Baha'i owners. The reason for 
non-action in the case of the remain
ing sixty-seven Baha'i properties is 
that civil officials disapproving the 
order have so far failed to carry it 
out. 

In this connection the B aha 'i In
ternational Community emphasizes 
the fact that the severe conditions 
imposed upon the custodians of the 
thirteen local properties continue 
the policy of deliberate effort to ex
tirpate the Bah,,'i Faith in Iran. 

As for the large and imposing na
tional Bahil'i Center in Tihran, 
whose beautiful dome was destroyed 
in 1955, this building is still occupied 
by the Military as their official head
quarters. 

2, Harsh Penalties Imposed OD 

lodividual Baha'ls 

That it is still illegal to accept and 
practice the tenets of the Baha'i 
Faith in trim is demonstrated by 
these specific instances: 

A. Baha'is employed in govern· 
ment departments including the Min
istry of Roads, the Ministry of Post 
and Telegraph and the Ministry of 
Education are dismissed from serv· 
ice or suspended. These employees 
are compelled to fill out a Personnel 
Card which calls for their religious 
affiliation, and those who name 
Baha'i as their religion are severely 
penalized. 

B. In Tihran alone several score 
Baha'is 'work as bus drivers, con
ductors or ticket collectors. The pri
vate bus companies are uniting as a 

3 

FERRINI. VINCENZA 
Photogr&ph of the recently completed tympa.num of the east facade of the Inter ... 
nationa.l Ba.ha'i Archives BuUding, Haifa. The central part, shown opeD in Ole 
photograph, wiIJ contain tbe monogram of the Greatest Name. from which plden 
uvs depart in all directions. There are tbree acroteria over one meter bilrb, ODe 

placed iD the middle _and two at the extremes, and forty antefixes. The rear tym. 
panum is identical, minos the Greatest Name. 

joint corporation under government 
supervision. Their employees are 
now obliged to fill out a form which 
provides a blank for their religious 
affiliation. Here, likewise, the 
Baha'is are being dismissed from 
their jobs. 

C. While iranian Baha'is are de
nied freedom of speech and access 
to the press, their fanatical enemies 
are allowed complete liberty to pub
lish false accusations, calumnies and 
insults concerning the Baha'i Faith 
and the Baha'i community. There is 
no tribunal to which the BahaJis can 
appeal and submit their evidence and 
proof. The iranian Baha'is are actu~ 
ally a "stateless people,'! "untouch
ables" as it were, in a country 
which has officially registered its 
acceptance of the principles upheld 
by United Nations. 

D. The police have been ordered 
by the Ministry of the Interior to 
prevent the Baha'is from observ
ing their Holy Days. In some Iocali· 
ties Baha'i shopkeepers are not per
mitted to close their shops on these 
days, an unprecedented restriction, 

E. Tragic to state, Baha'i children 
attending schools in some parts of 
Iran are subjected to ridicule and 
contempt by t~eir classmates, Is it 

from their teachers and school su
perintendents that Muslim children 
are instigated to join the persecu
tors of the frimian Baha'is? For re
ligious prejudice is not innate in the 
soul of man-it is always the result 
of indoctrination, 

3. Economic Penalties 

Our information discIose-g an intol. 
erable condition for Baha'is in their 
business affairs, a condition ap
proaching the appalling crime of 
genocide. 

For example, in a village not far 
from Isfahan where there are some 
two hundred or more Baha'i adults 
and their children, the Islamic roul· 
la s prevent all other villagers from 
conducting customary commercial 
transactions with Baha'is. The gov
ernment-operated oil stations will not 
sel! them oil for heat and light. 
Non-Baha'is collect debts from 
Baha'is, but Baha'is cannot collect 
debts from others. 

Baha'i farms and orchards are not 
safe from depredation. The police 
collaborate with those who instigate 
mobi to overrun Baha'i farms and 
orchards, The local bank gives no 
credit to Baha'i firms. 

·--NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSE"MBLY 
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PRAY FOR OUR SUFFERING BRETHREN 
IN IRAN, NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ASKS 

The National Spiritual Assembly, 
deeply moved by the oppressive 
conditions still suffered by the Ba
ha'is in iran, invites the believers 
throughout the United States to unite 
in prayers to Baha'u'llah for the re
moval of their burdens and the 
achievement of their spiritual free
dom and rights. 

May our hearts! be imbued with 
loving concern for these fellow
believers residing in the land where 
tbe Faith of God was first pro
claimed, the Bah was cruelly slain, 
Baha'u~llah was imprisoned and the 
blood of the martyrs was poured 
forth in sacrifice to consecrate their 
souls to God. 

That the land of Persia, and the 
city of 'fihrtm, have a special des M 

tiny to fulfill in this Promised Day 
was attested by Baha'u'llah in 
Gleanings, pages 196, 219, 305, 104, 
110, 120, 121 and 228. 

In order to set a definite time and 
an appropriate occa'sion for this 

nation-wide prayer, the National 
Spiritual Assembly designates the 
Nineteen Day Feast of August 20, 
celebrated between sunset on August 
19 and sunset on August 20. As to 
the prayer or prayers, the Tablet of 
AJ;Imad is suggested, but the selec
tion is left to the discretion of the 
friends in each community or group. 

-NATIONAL Sl"mrruA,L ASSEMBLY 

28 STATES RECOGNIZE 
BAHA'r MARRIAGES 

Up to April 21, 1956, a total of 28 
States (including Territories of 
Alaska and Hawaii, and the District 
of Columbia) have recoguized the 
authOrity of one or more local As~ 
semblies to conduct a legal Baha'i 
marriage. All incorporated Assem
blies which have not received this 
authority are expected to apply for 
it so that Baha'is in the vicinity may 
have a Baha'i ceremony. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Newly acquired Haziratu'l-Quda of the National Spiritual Assembly of Cana.da at 
Toronto. purchased on May 10, 1956. The dedica.tlon ceremonies will be held on 

September 30. 

AUGUST, 1956 

EXPLAIN PROVISIONS 
FOR TAX DEDUCTIONS 

Acting on the recommendation of 
the Forty-Eighth Annual Convention 
the National Spiritual Assembly ba~ 
prepared the follOwing summary of 
income tax considerations related to 
contributions and bequests to the 
Baha'i Faith. 

Under the federal income tax pro
visions, a citizen can deduct from 
his income the amount he has do
nated to religious and other recog
nized humanitarian bodies up to a 
total of 30 per cent of his income 
for the year. Thus, donations to the 
National Baha'i Fund or to the treas
urer of a local Assembly give the 
benefit of this deduction to the 
Baha'i taxpayer. Donations to a re
ligious body located outside the 
United States are not deductible. 

While state statutes differ in re
gard to bequests, and an attorney 
should be consulted in preparation of 
a will and testament by a Baha'i, 
federal estate taxes exempt religious 
bequests, and most if not all states 
also exempt them from inheritance 
taxes up to a certain proportion of 
the estate. It is very important in 
providing for a Baha'i bequest to 
designate very accurately the reli
gious character of the body receiv
ing the bequest. For example: 
"National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the United States, the na
tional administrative body of thl!' 
Baha'i religion in the United States, 
whose principal office is located at 
Wilmette, County of Cook, Illinois." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

UNITED NATIONS DAY 
All local Assemblies wishing 

to join in the nation-wide ob
servance of United Nations 
Day on October 24, 1956, are 
requested to appoint a member 
of the Assembly or community 
to serve as U.N. Day Corre· 
spondent so that information 
and materials prepared by this 
Committee may be forwarded 
without delay. Please send the 
name and address of the Cor
respondent to the following ad
dress before August 20, 1956: 

Mrs. Lee Blackwell 
30 Grace Avenue 
Great Neck, L.r., N.Y 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AssEMBLY 
'I 
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Europe 

CEREMONIES DEDICATE 
HAZIRATU'L-QUDS 
AT THE HAGUE 

The dedication of the l:fa.iratu'l
Quds in The Hague, Holland, took 
place on May 20, 1956, at 9:30 A.M., 
preceding the opening of the Benelux 
Conference. About 70 Baha'is at
tended, representing nine countries. 

When they entered the rooms, all 
were deeply moved by the beauty 
which met their gaze. The sun 
streamed through the windows, and 
great branches of Japanese Cherry 
blossoms overhung the scene, giving 
the atmosphere the breathless qual. 
ity of Spring. 

Huge bowls of tulips, every species 
imaginable, were placed on tables, 
the floor, and the m ante!. At the 
speaker's table a low, wide-spread 
floral arrangement of sweet peas 
filled the air with fragrance. 

Opening Greetings 

The dedication services opened 
with a greeting from Mr. Beets, ex· 
pressing gratitude for the presence 
of so many who had come so far. 
and for the lovely gifts and fI()wers. 
He greeted especially the Hand of 

the Cause of God, Dr. Herman 
Grossmann, who had so graciously 
accepted the invitation to speak on 
this special occasion. 

The recorded music of a Bach 
Brandenburg Concerto filled the 
room, while the singing of the birds 
through the open windows mingled 
with the melodic beauty of the 
Concerto. 

Special prayers and readings from 
the Baha'i Writings were read in 
French 1 German, and Dutch. 

Then Dr. Grossmann arose, and 
with his face beaming with love, 
spoke of the great significance of 
this building. He said thai these 
I;Ia.~lratu·I-Quds are buildings made 
of brick, made by man, but never
theless they are different. 

Significance of Center 
HThey are institutions given by 

God through the mouth of the Man
ifestation. That is why they are dif· 
ferent from other buildings. But the 
Spirit can only come into this build
ing if we are ready to accept the 
fact that these I;Ia?iratu'l-Quds are 
different from other buildings . . . 
and it is our responsibility to see 
that they are different. 

"There are few Baha'is in the 
world compared to other groups. But 
these few are known throughout the 
world to be different. If Baha'is do 
something, it is different than if 
others do . . . for the shortcomings 
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of others are taken naturally, but 
the public expects Baha'is to be per
fect. This gives a tremendous respon
sibility to every believer. In this 
same way. even l:Ia~iratu'l-Quds are 
different from other buildings!" 

Center Is First Step 
He spoke of the fact that "This 

building was the beginning of the 
realization of the establishment of 
our own national body, and that it 
would depend upon our own efforts 
as to how long it would take. The 
acquisition of the I;Ia~irat'1~Quds is 
the first step. Baha'is know this, but 
to the public it is our National Cen
ter. So at present we must not think 
it is only a small building in The 
Hague. It is different. The non
Baha'i world expects the Baha'is to 
make it a real Baha'i Center. 

~ 'There are many many people in 
the world who expect Baha'is to save 
humanity. We shall enter this house 
in the proper spirit and dedicate our 
knowledge and love for the sake of 
humanity, because God wishes this. ft 

Dr. Grossmann related in detail 
the many interesting stories in con
nection with the purchase of the 
temple site in Germany. One of the 
clergy had said, jjChristianity is in 
danger because 600 Baha'is are 
building a temple!" 

Professor Zeine-Zeine followed Dr. 
Grossmann to the speaker's table. 
He apologized in his charming way 
for presuming to add jjhis footnote 

Baha.'is attending the ltalo-Swiss Convention held :In Bern, Switzel'1and, April 28-30, 1956. 



, 
talk to the so-inspiring one of Dr. 
Grossmann," 

Meaning of Hazlr.tu'l-Quds 
He also spoke of the lac! that these 

Haziratu'l-Quds are buildings dif
f"erent from other buildings. He said, 
"I;Ia~ira in Arabic would mean an 
enclosure to keep sheep, or to pr().o 
teet them from wolves. EI-Quds 
means sanctified, a spiritual for
tress. That is the spirit in which we 
should enter these buildings, and we 
should give thanks to all those who 
have made it possible." 

He quoted 'Abdu'l-Baha: "Lift up 
your heads above the present; look 
with eyes of faith into the future. 
Rejoice and be glad that this day is 
here. Try to realize its power. God 
ha-s crowned you with honor. Verily, 
the light thereof shall brighten the 
whole-world." 

The dedication services closed with 
prayers, The last note of beauty 
came when the sweet strains of a 
prayer chanted by a young Persian 
girl filled the air with its melody. 

-ELEANOR HOLLIBAUGH 

Western Hem isplJere 

EVERY GOAL OPENED, 
WHTC ANNOUNCES 

Another victory of the World Cru
sade has been achieved with the re
cent announcement of the Western 
Hemisphere Teaching Committee 
that every virgin goal in the Western 
Hemisphere has been opened to the 
Baba'i Faith. 

"The army of pioneers has helped 
to make these new conquests for 
Baha'u'IHi.h," the Committee's pub-
lication, The Crusader, states. "To-
day, the army in the Western Hem~ 
isphere stands at 140 pioneers and 
3 youths. 

HWith each passing month, the 
army grows. The prayers of the 
Guardian and the new victories are 
releasing a new sense of dedication, 
new ideas, and new actions." 

Other World Crusade achieve
ments include an increase of 150% 
in the number of local Spiritual 
Assemblies in Alaska, and a total of 
15 newly formed local Assemblies 
throughout the Western Hemisphere, 
as follows:. Key West, Florida, 1; 
Alaska, 2; Antilles, 2; South Amer
ica, 3; and Central America, 7. 

Statistics on the growth of the 
Faith in South America will be 

AUGUST. 1t56 

Flrsi Local Spiritual Assembly of MODierrey, Mexico, fonned 0:111 
Apr\! 21, 1958. 

found on page 13 of this issue of 
BAHA'i NEWS. 

In the area under the jurisdiction 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Central America, including the An
tilles, the following cities elected 
new local Assemblies on April 21, 
1956: David, Panama; Puntarenas, 
Costa Rica; La Lima, Honduras; 
Santa Ana, EI Salvador; El Quiche, 
Guatemala; Monterrey, Mexico; St. 
Marc and Cap Haitien, Haiti; and 
Hamilton, Bermuda. 

There are now 3(} local Spiritual 
Assemblies and 13 groups in Central 
America and the Antilles. 

Pioneer Letters 

The Crusader has published a se
lection of letters from these pio
neers that reflects the dedication 
and faith of these servants of Baha'
u'llab, excerpted as follows: 

The Neffs, Guatemala 
"It is difficult to put into woro c; 

our deep thankfulness to Bahil 'u'llah 
for being allowed this blessed privi
lege of serving in this way. We felt 
extremely useless at first, but then 
Baha'u'llah gave us the opportunity 
every Saturday afternoon to teach 
Ene:lish for one hour to a new be
liever and his family, and then the 
Baha'i Faith for one hour. How did 
we do it, knowing only a half dozen 
Spanish words? Simple, when God 
shows you how. 

"They wanted to teach us Spanish 
for the English lessons, so - an in
spiration on high - together we 
would read aloud the Spanish edi-

tion of the New Era. They were able 
to comprehend what they read, and 
hated for dusk to come when the 
reading had to be discontinued so 
that we could return home. 

"A lowly servant, who can neither 
read or write, finally confesses to 
you that she loves 'Abdu'l-Bahals pic
ture, stands before him when she is 
depressed, and prays to him to help 
her (before she has even been told 
who he is). She recognizes his 
strength and greatness, and she asks 
you about him. It is then you realize 
why you were sent to your particular 
goal city. You are able to sort out 
your few Spanish words, and with 
pantoinime you are able to tell this 
daughter about 'Abdu'I-BaM, the Ex
emplar. The unquestioned love and 
acceptance of these beautiful truths 
by the illiterate servant and daugh
ter makes you 'sit on a cloud' when 
you realize that you were granted 
the privilege of telling in a foreign 
language the Message of Baha
'u'lhih." 

Emma Lawrence, Costa Riea 

"The Baru..'i Center in this town 
is at last a reality, and Brotherhood 
Week was observed there. It is amaz
ing how seats, benches, a table, and 
an oil lamp have materialized out of 
thin air. Our contacts are still with 
us at the new place, and I have a 
feeling that the Faith is on the point 
of breaking out all over town. There 
seems to be new contacts at every 
meeting . . . sometimes they do not 
attend the next, but soon they show 
up again/I 
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Rezsi Sunshine, Bolivia 
~'I am happy ... the doors to the 

teaching are open: radio stations, 
newspapers, etc. I am busy almost 
every moment. There are officially 
two public meetings at my house a 
week, all advertised in newspapers 
and on the radio. Besides this, I give 
private lessons in homes, for those 
who cannot come to the meetings. 
And there are the Indians. I am to 
visit four villages of Indians once 
every week, give English lessons 
free, and teach the Faith. 

"Let me assure you of this: I 
would not exchange one hour of my 
pioneering in Bolivia for a year of 
all that the Queen of England's pomp 
and glory can offer.ll 

Ruth Yancey, Honduras 
"Any doubts which I may have en

tertained before my arrival have 
been completely erased, This is the 
most wonderful experience in my 
life, and I can't thank Baha'u'llah 
enough for granting me the privilege 
of contributing sOme infinitesmal 
part to this Great Spiritual Drama." 

Asia 

ENROLL MANY BELIEVERS 
IN PACIFIC ISLANDS 

Through the Asian Teaching Com
mittee of Central America we have 
received interesting news of the 
progress of the teaching work in the 

Pacific Islands under their super
vision. 

In the Gilbert and Ellice Islands, 
opened by the arrival of Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy Fernie in March 1954, 123 
native believers have enrolled. Four 
local Spiritual Assemblies were 
elected on April 21 this year, and 
five groups have been formed. The 
local Spiritual Assembly of Tuarabu 
is officially registered and recog
nized by the British Colonial Gov
ernment. 

Mrs. Fernie and the first Gilbert
C'se believer, Mr. Peter Kanere. have 
almost completed translating a col
lection of the Baha'i prayers, Hidden 
Words, and excerpts from the Writ
ings of 'Abdu'l-Baha. Additional pi
oneers are -urgently needed to help 
with the teaching work. 

The Marshall Islands, vacated for 
several months when it became nec
essary for Mrs. Marcia Stewart At
water to leave, now have another 
Baha'i pioneer in the person of Mrs. 
Betty Klaas, a believer from 
Honolulu. 

The Tuamotu Archipelago, where 
the famous raft "Kon Tiki" ended 
its adventurous voyage on the coral 
reefs of the Island of R aroia, now 
claims three native believers. They, 
together with the Baha'i pioneer, Mr. 
Jean Sevin, are actively teaching in 
some one hundred of four hundred 
islands in this South Pacific group. 

-ASIA TEAcHING COMMITTEE 

First Local SplrHual Assembly of Cochabamba. Bolivia, formed 
on April Zl. 1956. 

HONG KONG PIONEERS 
REPORT ACTIVITIES 
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Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Y. Seta, 
American pioneers in Hong Kong, 
have sent a very interesting report 
of their activities during the first 
six months of this year, which is 
summarized as follows: 

As a result of a series of infor
mal meetings, firesides and study 
classes, four new Baha'is were en
rolled, bringing the community mem
bership to twelve, two of whom 
were under the age of twenty-one 
years. Thus, it was possible to form 
the first local Spiritual Assembly 
of Hong Kong this year. 

Mrs. Seto has made many fine con
tacts for the Faith through her ac
tivities with the United Nations As
sociation. She was chairman of one 
of their public meetings during UN 
Week in October, and was asked to 
serve as chairman of its social com
mittee. A tea given by Mr. and Mrs. 
Seta in January for a number of the 
Association members turned into a 
complete Baha'i meeting at which 
Mrs, Seto spoke of the Faith and pre
sented pamphlets to all of the guests. 
She was later requested to record 
this talk for possible broadcast over 
the local radio. 

On April 7 the Setos were guests at 
another tea given by one of the mem
bers of the United Nations Associa
tion who is very prominent in musi
cal circles, and on April 24 were 
among the thirty guests at a dinner 
given by the Treasurer of the Asso
cia tion in his home. Am'Ong them 
were prominent business men, a 
professor of Hong Kong University, 
the Commissioner for India, and sev· 
eral women prominent in the cul
tural life of Hong Kong. 

Mrs. Seto is also a member of the 
Hong Kong Council of Women, a nOD

political organization consisting of 
women of different nationalities, all 
very interested in world affairs:. 

The report conclud es with the 
statement that Baha'i literature has 
been presented to the head of the 
Department of Oriental Studies of 
Hong Kong University. who received 
it with warm appreciation and the 
assurance that it would be read with 
great interest. 

-AsI& T&.4.CHlNG COMMn'rIlIl 
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For Christian Contacts 

by George Townshend 

The following article, taken from 
the .!;laM'! Journal, published by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of the British Isles presents 
a point of view of interest to 
Christians as well as Baha'is. 

No Christian objection to the 
claims of Baha'u'll8.h is made more 
commonly or more confidently than 
the statement that the Revelation of 
Jesus Christ is final and absolute, 
that the Spirit of Truth came at 
Pentecost or that Christ is the 
'Promised One of All Ages', 4the 
Lord of Hosts', and the object of all 
the great titles, 'the mighty God', 
'the everlasting Father', 'the Prince 
of Peace', and the rest in Isaiah ix, 
6, and that therefore there is no need 
or room for a further revelation or 
a new prophet, whether Baha'u'llah 
or any other. 

But no objection is more easily 
refuted from the pages of the Bible 
itself than is this. The followers of 
every world religion (except that of 
Baha'u'llilh) claim finality: without 
being able to give any proof of it. 
Christ, however, says positively, 
'Other things I have to say unto you, 
but ye cannot bear them now,' thus 
reveallng in one breath that His 
teaching is neither final nor abso.
lute, but is measured to the capacity 
of the hearer, and that more is to 
follow. There is nothing in history 
to indicate either that the Spirit of 
Truth spoke to the disciples at Pen
tecost or that the Christian Church· 
es have since then been guided unto 
all truth. 

Christ Himself never made the 
assertion that He was the 'Promised 
One of All Ages' or 'the Lord of 
Hosts'; nor did any of the apostles, 
nor indeed is it to be found in the 
Bible. Peter's mighty declaration of 
faith on which the Christian Church 
is built (Matthew xvi, 16) is simply 
that 'Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the Living God'. 

send peace on earth: I came not to 
send peace, but a sword'. He denied 
that 'the government shall be upon 
His shoulder ... to order it, and to 
establlsh it with judgment and with 
justice, from henceforth even for 
ever' (Isaiah ix, 6·7) when He said 
(John xviii, 36) 'My kingdom is not 
of this world'. He disclaimed that He 
was the 'everlasting Father' when 
He said 'my Father is greater than 
I' (John xiv, 28) or that He was 'the 
mighty God' when He affirmed that 
'God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son' (John iii, 16). 
Yet again, Moses' great prophecy in 
Deuteronomy xxviii, 63-68; xxx, 1.-5 
makes it plain that Jesus Christ is 
not to be identified with him whom 
Isaiah described in ix? 6~7, for when 
the Restorer of the Jews came to 
earth Moses predicted He would find 
that the kingdom of the Jews had 
been utterly destroyed in Palestine, 
that it had been plucked out of the 
land, and that the Jewish people for 
their sins and crimes had for long 
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ages been scattered in misery and 
degradation among the nations of 
the earth. Then, Moses continued, 
the Lord would regather His ancient 
people in compassion, as soon as 
they had learned to believe in the 
one true G<>d, would establish them 
in peace, prosperity and honour in 
the home of their forefathers for 
ever. But when Jesus Christ ap
peared in Palestine the Jews were 
still settled securely in the country. 
Their scattering did not begin till 
after the fal! of Jerusalem in the 
year A.D. 70. 

It is in the Baha'i Era, not the 
Christian, that Moses' prophecy of 
the restoration of the Jews is being 
fulfilled. The year 1844 is an impor
tant date in the progress of the 
emancipation of the Jews and their 
regathering into Palestine. It is the 
date of the great 'Declaration of In· 
dependence'. The Jews ever since 
have been in the process of their 
restoration? which will be complet
ed, as Moses foretold, when they 
have learned to accept Baha'u'lIa.h 
as their true Messiah. 

All these commonly made objec
tions to the Faith of Baha'u'llah are 
merely human traditions which it is 
impious to accept when they contra· 
diet the word of God itself. 

Furthermore, Jesus expressly 
denied that He was the 'Prince of 
Peace' when he said (Matthew x, 
14), 'Think not that I am come to Group of the RaM'is of Tuarabu VUlagey Gilbert Islands. 
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CINEPHOTO-NICE 

Local Spiritual Assembly of Nice, France, elected on April 21, 1956. 

From this fantastic delusion that 
Christ Jesus is not only the Son of 
God but also the Father in heaven 
has flowed another consequence, not 
the less mortal, perhaps., because it 
is often overlooked altogether by 
both pew and pulpit. 

It has secularized human history 
for centuries past, and has materi~ 
alized and demoralized the whole at
mosphere of Western action. 

The way in which such a result has 
come about is as follows: 

The Old Testament reveals human 
history as being concerned not only 
with Man but with Man and God too; 
and with God as no secondary figure. 
God is the creator, man his creature; 
God is master and man his servant; 
God is all dominant, man has to 
learn to obey and submit. 

These two figures are bound to
gether by the terms of an inescap
able covenant which really consti
tutes the shaping, directing, driving 
force of all history. It enshrines a 
promise that God will one day give 
to mankind the supreme blessedness 
of a redeemer who shall be the ever
lasting Father, the mighty God, 
on the performance of certain 
conditions. 

We are shown through the prophets 
of Israel definite glimpses of what 
the Kingdom will be like-glimpses 
of something which has really al
ready happened in the eternal world, 

but which has not taken form on 
earth yet. A Bible Prophecy (of, say, 
Isaiah's) is not merely a prediction; 
it is a true vision of something quite 
real which the prophet's seership en
ables him to oversee. 

When Jesus, the Son of God, is 
identified with the Father the Cove
nant is fulfilled. The Great One 
promised is come. The Covenant has 
no longer a place in the progress of 
mankind. History begins to follow a 
new principle. In the time of Moses 
and of Christ there was among all true 
monotheists only one kind of history. 
God through His Covenant designed 
and carried out the destinies of man. 
Now in this Christian era there apA 
pears another kind of history. The 
dictionary distinguishes "sacred his
tory", which deals with the events 
in the Bible narrative, from Ilsecular 
history", which deals with events 
since Bible times. In "secular his
tory" the Covenant is dropped. God 
is no longer dominant, acting the 
major part of the story as all-power
ful, the judge and arbiter of men and 
kings and nations. God is no longer 
the omniscient, the omnipotent de
signer of events and of their out
come; He is Do longer the jealous, 
watchful overlord, the King of kings 
who rewards or punishes his vassals, 
condemns them or acquits, deposes 
or exalts according to His own will 
and determination. On the contrary, 
events are estimated on a purely hu
man basis. Kings, governments and 
statesmen no longer seek to act and 

, 
live according to the Covenant. The 
fear of God has disappeared as a de
terrent from wrong action. The his
torians of Christendom write on the 
same basis as did those of Greece 
and Rome; as Herodotus or Livy or 
Tacitus, Edward Gibbon or Macau
lay, Grote and Lecky and the rest, 
with the world historians and the.na
tional historians and continental his
torians-all treat history as a merely 
secular affair. None of them is able 
to see any meaning or plot or prog
ress in the pattern of human hap~ 
penings. Some of them confess and 
comment on this inability. "J can 
see", says one of the most learned of 
them all, H. A. L Fisher, in his His. 
tDry Df EUTop'e~ "only one emergency 
following upon another as wave fol· 
lows upon wave, only one great fact 
with respect to which there can be no 
generalizations, only one safe note 
for the historians; that he should rec
ognize in the development of human 
destinies the play of the contingent 
and the unforeseen". 

And religious history and church 
history-are they not from the Cm,e
nant point of view, secularized too? 

The broad result has been that not 
only the Covenant but the role of God 
himself has disappeared from mod
ern history. For all who read in 
schools and college the works of his
torians, life is secularized. 

Meantime the Covenant of God pro
ceeds upon it COurse as declared by 
the Bible. Mankind moves UpOR his 
appointed road towards the King
dom. Unseen by the secular hisA 
torian, and by every reader who ac
cepts his point of view, Jesus Christ 
is succeeded by MuI).amrnad, MuQam
mad by the Bab, the Bab by the Lord 
,f Hosts, the Everlasting Father him
self; and Christendom at 1a st has 
come to a dead end and finds itself 
lost. No secular historian can explain 
the crisis or bring comfort. Sacred 
history alone can solve the enigma. 
The Bible holds the key. But the only 
people who can trace the real course 
)f the Covenant are those who (as the 
Baha'is) have not misidentified 
Christ with the Father, but in simple 
Faith have regarded all history as 
sacred history, as ruled by the ever· 
lasting covenant, as designed, di
rected and controlled by the change
less will of the one omniscient and 
omnipotent God who is the creator of 
all and the Master of all. 
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First Local Spiritual Assembly of Hua.ncayo. Peru, formed on 
AprlJ ZI, 1956. 

Australia, New Zealand 

PROGRESS CITED 
IN ANNUAL REPORT 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Australia and New Zealand has sum· 
marized activities for 1955-1956 in 
their Anntt.al Reports, which includes 
the following excerpts of special in
terest: 

wThe National Spiritual Assembly 
deeply appreciates the sacrifices 
made both in the teaching and in the 
administrative field, and brings be
fore the friends the increasing need 
to arise with still greater fervour to 
meet the burden of the ever-increas
ing tasks of the Ten-Year Crusade. 

"There are 103 Baha'i centers, in
cluding 17 Assemblies, 41 Groups, 
and 45 isolated believers. 

"The sum of $1000 was donated by 
Mrs. Amelia Collins, Hand of the 
Cause of God, for the purchase of a 
Baha'i endowment in New Zealand. 

"The goal islands of Cocos and 
Loyalty were achieved during the 
year, though the pioneers were able 
to remain only a short time in the 
area. 

"The Baha~i community of Suva, 
Fiji, found itself in the unique posi
tion of being able to register its As
sembly as a Religious Body. It has 
been found possible to incorporate 
in Tasmania, Western Australia and 
South Australia~ Queensland, and fin
ally, a favourable report on New 
South Wales possibilities may open 
the way to incorpora hon in th at 
State. 

"A request by Shoghi Effendi that 
increased assistance be given to the 
New Zealand friends resulted in four 
visiting teachers going to New Zea
land from October to and including 
March 1956. 

HAfter much preliminary effort a 
number of our 14 (goal) languages 
have been translated, and prepara
tion made to obtain some of the re
maining translations. 

"Upon the instruction of Shoghi 
Effendi a committee is to be formed 
to deal with contact work with Aus
tralian native people. A similar COm
mittee is to be established to con
tact the Maori people of New Zea
land." 

Goals 

Progress in spreading the Faith 
has been reported in the following 
virgin goals: New Hebrides, Society, 
Mentawai, Portuguese Timor, Ad-
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miralty, Loyalty. and Cocos Islands; 
and in the following consolidation 
goals: New Caledonia, Bismark 
Archipelago, Papua, and Fiji 
Islands. 

Translations have been made into 
the following languages: Kusaie (two 
prayers and the pamphlet produced 
by the Am erican Indian Service 
Committee), Lifu (Princip!es of the 
Faith), Marquesas (the French 
pamphlet L'Appe! Mondia! de Bahci'
,,'lIcih) , Mentawai (The Baha'i 
Faith), Mwala, Niue, Tonga (The 
Faith of Baha'u'l!cih, Descendant of 
Abraham), and Samoan. Baha'; lit
erature has also been translated into 
these extra languages: Roviana, Pid
gin English, Tahitian, Nias, and Tap
anuly. 

In South Australia Naracoorte, Pt. 
Pirie, Salisbury, Lobethal, Tanunda, 
Kadina, Wallaroo, and Berri have 
been named goal cities. 

New Plymouth and Wellington are 
goal cities in New Zealand. 

Goal cities in New South Wales 
include Bathurst, Glen Innes, Nowra, 
Maitland, Griffith, Liverpool, Tam
worth, Gosford, and Paramatta. 

POST·CONVENTION INSTITUTE 
HELD AT SYDNEY 

Bahci', Bulletin, published by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Aus
tralia and New Zealand, gives de-
tails of a post-Convention Teaching 
Institute conducted by the Regional 
Teaching Committee for New South 
Wales, held at the l:ia"iratu'l-Quds in 
Sydney. 

Purpose of the Institute was to 
deepen the knowledge of the Faith, 
and to stimulate interest by the ex
change of ideas. 

Topics included "Deepening the in
ner Spiritual Life," "Teaching 
Points," Truth Challenged by Con
temporary Facts," "The Baha'i in a 
non-Baha'i World," and uThe Great 
Design." 

WORDS OF WISDOM 

The essence of wisdom is the 
fear 0/ God, the dread of His 
scourge and the apprehension of 
His justice and decree. 

BWF, 1>10 
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NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

OF NORTH WEST AFRIC.A FORMED 

AT CONVENTION IN TUNIS 

The first convention of the Baha'is 
of North West Mrica, held in the 
city of Tunis April 3 to May I, 1956, 
brought together seventy delegates 
and visitors from twenty-five terri
tories in North and West Mrica to 
elect the firsl National Spiritual As
sembly of North West Africa and to 
establish yet another pillar for the 
erection of the future Universal 
House of Justice. 

Mr. Enoch Olinga, Convention Sec
retary, has prepared a very full re
port from which the following high
lights have been gleaned. 

Mr. 'Abdul-Rahim Yazdi, chair
man of the National Spiritual Assem
bly of Egypt and Sudan (now in
cluded in the N ationa! Spiritual As
sembly of North East Africa) wel
comed the delegates and the revered 
Hand of the Cause in Africa, Mr. 
Musa Banani, who was present as the 
Guardian's special representative. 

The opening prayers were read in 
Persian, English, and Ateso, and 
throughout the entire convention the 
business Was conducted in Arabic, 
French, Persian, English, and Span
ish. Miss Elsie Austin served as con
vention chairman and Mr. Enoch 
Olinga as convention secretary. 

Message From Guardian 

As in all Baha'i conventions, the 
high poiot was the message from the 
Guardian. "While still swimming in 
the sea of joy, of delight and happi
ness there came what appeared to 
be a thunderbolt which .. , produced 
a splendor of light and showed the 
assembled delegates what lay in' 
their path." This was the Guardian's 
special supplementary message ad· 
dressed to all four of the African 
conventions, published on page 1 of 
this issue of BAHA'i NEWS. After ex
pressing his joy and thankfulness for 
"the magnificent feats which have 
been accomplished in recent years 
... over this highly receptive, spir
itually famished and long down-trod
den continent-the nest of the Negro 
race," the Guardian called upon the 
new-born Regional National Spiritual 
Assemblies to "signalize the opening 

of subsidiary Seven· Year Plans 
whose nine objectives he clearly de
fined, and on which the delegates 
were to concentrate their delibera· 
tions. 

In his speech, the Hand of the 
Cause, Mr. Banimi, urged all the 
delegates to ponder carefully the 
message of the Guardian "and to 
translate all their gratitude to him 
in action", by the rededication of 
themselves and the sacrifice of their 
comforts "for the further spiritual 
atlaioments which had placed the 
blessed continent in the forefront of 
the teaching work from the very 
start of the world-girdling spiritual 
drama launched by the entire Baha'i 
World Community." Later in the 
convention, each of the friends were 
anointed by Mr. Banimi with attar of 
rose sent to him by the Guardian for 
this special purpose. 

Progress of F. ith 
Messages of greetings and best 

wishes came from many countries, 
local Spiritual Assemblies, commit
tees and individuals. The delegates 
gave stirring accounts of the prog· 
ress of, and the difficulties confront· 
mg, the Faith in their respective lo
calities, and "fact-finding" commit
tees were appointed to furnish infor· 
mation and to open the consultation 
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on various objectives called for in 
the Guardian's letter. On the second 
day a message was cabled to the 
Guardian pledging the resolve of the 
delegates to "exert utmost (effort) 
(to) execute (the) sacred wishes," 
expressed in the Guardian's conven
tion message. To this came the 
prompt reply: "Deeply appreciate 
resolve delegates. Supplicating 
a bundan t blessings discharge befit
tingly responsibilities attain goals 
plan. Deepest love." 

The election of the National Spirit
ual Assembly, the thrilliog and ex
citing purpose of the convention, re
sulted io the election of the follow
ing members: Mr. Enoch Olinga, 
Miss Elsie Austin, Mr. S. Ghadimi, 
Mr. William Foster, Mr. Mustapha 
Bouchoucha, Mr. S. Riad Huhani, 
Miss Valerie Wilson, Mr. Rowshan 
Mustapha, and Mr. Khamiri. At the 
first meetiog of this newly formed 
institution, the following officers 
were elected: Chairman, Miss Elsie 
Austin; Vice-Chairman, Mr. Mus
tapha Bouchoucha; Secretary, Mr. 
Rowshan Mustapha; Treasurer, Mr. 
S. Ghadimi. 

Rec.ommendations of Committees 

Each of the six committees ap
pointed to report and make recom
mendations to the delegates for con· 
suItation addressed itself to one or 
more of the nine objectives set 
forth in the Guardian's convention 
message to the four African c::on
ventions. These included considera
tion of the manner in which to in· 

of the third phase of the World ern- Delegates and visitors a.ttending the First National Convention of the Baha'is of 
sadeH through the formulation North West Africa at Tunis. 
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corporate the newly formed National 
Assembly, opening the remaining vir· 
gin territories, translations, teaching, 
pioneering. means for reaching the 
most difficult areas, and the inaugur
ation of a National Fund. The last
named subject was introduced by a 
committee that reported that uprob
ably the only news they had to tell 
the conventionU was their own contri
butions to the Fund. This shining 
example of devotion and sacrifice 
"produced such a tremendously re· 
verberating effect" that "tears 
streamed as donations rained on the 
table,1t including preciolls jewelry 
and pieces of rich cloth. 

Among the special recommenda
tions made by the delegates was, 
that of the amount contributed, one
fourth be earmarked for the erec
tion of the Temple in Kampala and 
one-tenth for the Mrican Continental 
Fund. 

The problem of literature received 
much consultation and it was recom
mended that a special committee be 
appointed to study the need. of the 
diHerent communities and to prepare 
literature suited to the particular 
needs of the various localities. 

Methods of Teaching 

The committee on teaching recom
mended that Bah,,'i literature be 
translated immediately into all five 
major languages of that part of the 
continent, with priority being given 
to Spanish; that the new National 
Assembly help new believers to 
overcome their fears of persecution 
by supplying them with information 
about the persecutions of the early 
supporters of the Faith and of other 
religions, as well as with current 
news of persecutions of Baha'is in 
other territories. Itinerant teaching, 
special study classes for prospective 
pioneers, and the establishment of so
cial and cultural activities as well 
as classes in sewing, reading, and 
writing were recommended as ways 
of increasing teaching opportunities 
and activities. 

In consultation on the problems 
encotultered by some of the pioneers 
a number of very practical ideas 
evolved as to how they might achieve 
permanent settlement on a self-sup
porting basis. 

Throughout the entire convention 
the delegates concentrated their ev
ery thought on "ways and means 
through which they could fulfill the 
wishes which the beloved Guardian 
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First Regional Na.tional Splritua.1 Assembly of the Baha'is of North 
West Africa.. 

cherished for the spread of the Faith 
on the continent." As they parted 
for their homes they carried in their 
hearts the Guardian's assurance 
that the "combined efforts of the 
faithful" would be aided by "the 
manifold blessings of Baha'u'llah" 
to produce Uin the years to come, a 
harvest which will infinitely ennoble 
the record of unforgettable achieve
ment associated with the rise of the 
Faith of Bahli'u'!Ilih and the estab
lishm ent of His Word in the Afrie an 
Continent.' t 

Celltra' America 

HAVANA CONVENTION 
TERMED GREAT SUCCESS 

The Sixth Annual Convention of the 
Baha'is of Central America, Mexico, 
and the Antilles was held in the 
Hotel Plaza at Havana, Cuba, from 
April 22 to 26. 1956, and was very 
successful. 

This report is contained in Baha' £ 
News of Central America, published 
by the National Spiritual Assem
bly of Central America. 

A total of 33 Baha'is were present, 
including delegates and visitors, as 
well as members of the Havana com
munity. 

The outstanding events of the Con
vention included the following: 

1. Reading of the Guardian's Con
vention Message. 

2. Report of the National Assem
bly stating the activities carried 
out during 1955-1956, of which the fol
lowing are cited: (a) The purchase 
of eight I:Ia~iratu'l-Quds and nine Na
tional Endowments in these coun
tries: Panama, Costa Rica, Nica
ragua, Honduras, El Salvador, Gua
temala, Cuba, and the Dominican 
Republic. (b) Establishment of nine 
new local Spiritual Assemblies. (c) 
The announcement that nine new pio
neers have arisen during the year. 
(d) Establishment of four Assemblies 
and five groups in the Gilbert and 
Ellice Islands. 

3. Election of the new National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

4. Commemoration of the Feast ot 
RiQ.van, when the new Haziratu'l
Quds of Havana was offici~lly inaug
urated. 

5. Public conference. 

6. Special publieity in Cien Fuegos, 
Cuba, including visits to the offices 
of the two daily newspapers, the city 
authorities, the Chamber of Com
merce, and the site of the National 
Endowment there. 
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Baba.', oommUDity 01 Key west, Fla... which reached Assembly 
status on April 21, 1956. Two members were not present for thls 

photograph. 

South America 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
LISTS YEAR'S ACTIVITIES 

The Annual Report of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of South Amer
ica, summarizing the accomplish
ments of the past year, includes 
many items of international interest. 
Excerpts from the Report follow: 

The work done by the members of 
the Auxiliary Board to the Ameri
can Hands of the Cause is gain
ing importance, and the fruits of 
their visits to the Baha 'f commWli
ties and groups of the South Ameri
can continent may be seen in in
creased enthusiasm and dedication 
to the teaching work. Margot Wor
ley, Gayle Woolson, Katherine Mc
Laughlin, and William deForge vis
ited a total of 44 localities under the 
jurisdiction of this National Assem
bly. 

Pu bli cations 

The following publications were 
made during the yea r: In Spanish, 
The Baha'i Faith, Bahli'i-A World 
Faith, Prophecies FulfiUed, What Is 
The Baha'i Faith~ Spiritua! Resolu~ 
tion of Social and E conom ic Pro b
tems, Kitdb-i~fqan, Nor,ms of Baha'i 
Administration, and Bahd'u'IMh and 
the New ETa; In Portuguese, Renew
al of Civilization. The following 
books in Spanish are in the process 
of revision: Baha'i PTayeTs~ Baha'i 
Proofs, and Gleanings. The books 

Kittib.i·iqan and NOTms of Baha'l Ad
ministration are being translated in
to Portuguese. 

Translations 

The pamphlet The Coming of the 
Messengers of God was translated 
and published in Quechua; another 
pamphlet, The Baha'i Faith, has been 
translated into Quechua and will be 
published soon. The Coming of the 
Messengers of God has been trans" 
lated into Aymara and will be pub
lished soon. Basic Facts About The 
Baha'i Faith was translated and pub
lished in Maori in the Cook Islands. 
and a prayer book is being trans~ 
lated into that language. 

Hazfratu'I.Quds 

In accordance with the goals set 
by the Guardian. houses were bought 
in the capital cities of Santiago, 
Chile; Asuncion, Paraguay; La Paz, 
Bolivia; Buenos Aires, Argentina; 
Quito, Ecuador; Bogota, Colombia; 
Montevideo, Uruguay; and Rio de 
Janeiro. Brazil, which will serve as 
the I:Ial'iratu'l·Quds of the future Na· 
tional Spiritual Assemblies of those 
countries, The purchase of these 
houses was made possible by our be
loved Guardian's contributions of 
$1000 for each one, the contribution 
of Mrs. Amelia Collins of $1000 for 
each one, and the generous help of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the United States, who furnished 
the rest of the amount spent. 

1] 

Also thanks to the contribution of 
$1000 for each of the ten countries 
in the Continent by Mrs. Amelia 
Collins, it was possible to buy land 
which will serve a s the endowment 
for the future National Spiritual As
semblies in Bolivia, Paraguay, Uru
guay, Venezuela, Colombia, and land 
for the endowment in Chile was do
nated by Fabienne Gullion in Lon
cache, and for the endowment in 
Brazil land was donated by Leonora 
Armstrong. 

New Assemblies, Groups 

It gives us great joy to announce 
the formation of three new Local 
spiritual Assemblies in South Amer
ica in April. 1956: in Huancayo, 
~eru; in Cochabamba, Bolivia; and 
m Ezeiza, Argentina. making a total 
of 25 Local Spiritual Assemblies on 
the Continent. 

Since the Fifth Annual Convention 
of 1955, eight new groups were 
form ed in South Am erica, in the fol
lowing cities: Zarate and Burzaco 
Argentina; Santo Andre and Sa~ 
Caetano, Brazil; Loncoche and 
Puerto Varas, Chile; and Arequipa 
and Trujillo, Peru, making a total 
of 25 groups in South America. 

Indian Teaching 

There are now Baha'is in a total 
of 31 isolated centers in the conti
nent. 

The first fruit of the Indian teach
ing work, begun this year, was 
the entrance of a civilized Indian as 
a member of the Baha'i community 
of Bahia, Brazil. A Baha'i recently 
went to live among the Indians in 
Chuquisaca. Bolivia, to give the mes
sage, and a new Baha'i of Arequipa, 
Peru, has secured a teaching job in 
Puna, a region of the Peruvian high
lands where there are so many In
dians. 

It makes us sad to think that this 
Convention (1956) is the last one in 
which all of the Baht>. 'is of the Conti
nent will be united, but knowing that 
it is a necessary step in the progress 
of the Cause, we are looking for
ward with much anticipation and en
thusiasm to the two conventions 
which will be held in the South and 
in the North of South America in 
1957. 

-DoROTHY CAMPBELL 

Secretary 
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Navajo students attending the adult education class held each Saturday al the 
Saba. 'I Indian Center in Gallup, N. Mex. Althougb none of these women ever at

tended school, some are beginning to read English, using old school textbooks. 

PRESS PUBLICIZES 
BAHA'I INDIAN CENTER 

The Independent, a daily newspa
per in Gallup, N. Mex., published the 
photograph of Navajo women attend· 
ing the adult education classes at the 
Bahit.'i Indian Center there, which 
appears in this issue of BAHA'i NEWS. 

The picture appeared with an arti
cle announcing the publication of the 
Navajo booklet, A New Day Comes, 
containing the translated selections 
from the Baha'i Writings. A good ac
count of the purpose of the Baha'i 
Faith, its basic truths, and its appre
ciation of the accomplishments of 
various people were also included. 
Mention was made of the English 
language classes, which attract Na
vajos from the reservation. 

KETCHIKAN ASSEMBLY 
GAINED IN 2 YEARS 

Ketchikan was designated a virgin 
goal city, along with five other Alas
kan cities, by the Alaska Teaching 
Committee at the start of the World 
Crusade, who asked that three of the 
six be settled before Ri<;lv{m 1954. 

In February 1954 the first pioneers, 
Georgine and Pat Maul, arrived in 
Ketchikan, attaining the first of the 
goals set for that year. 

A little more than two years lat
er, by Ri<,lvan 1956, Ketchikan had 
enough Baha'is to elect an Assem
bly, The story of the development of 
this community to Assembly status 
in this brief period makes an excit
ing story of dedication, determina
tion and action. 

The Mauls were joined by Mar
guerite Meyer in March 1954. She 
stayed for two months until trans
ferring to Juneau. Wbile in Ketchi
kan she contacted Mrs, Vicki Jack
son, and in July 1954 Mrs. Jackson 
became the first new believer en
rolled in Alaska since the start of 
the World Crusade, In September 
1954 Margaret Pirkey came to 
Ketchikan. 

The next important step in the 
development of Ketchikan came in 
August 1955, with the visit of Flor
ence Mayberry, member of the 
Auxiliary Board of the American 
Hands of the Cause. During her visit 
many people were contacted for the 
first time, and the first newspaper 
and radio publicity for the Faith 
was received. 

A letter from one of the pioneers 
states, "About the first of the year 
1956 our community decided we 
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would have an Assembly by Ri<,lvan 
or bust! We all recited the Tablet of 
AI:tmad daily for this purpose. We 
stepped up the pace of our firesides, 
and invited Baha'Is we knew to set
tle in Ketchikan." 

In March 1956 Leo Baldwin arrived 
from the Anchorage Recording Dis
trict Community. A few weeks later 
Don Anderson, who has been com
ing to firesides since shortly before 
Mrs. Mayberry's visit declared him
self, A week later Rex King arrived 
from the Anchorage Recording Dis
trict, The number of Baha'Is stood 
at seven, with Ri<;Ivan two weeks 
away. 

Several days later Mrs. Sarah 
"Granny" Roberts declared herself 
at the wonderful age of 87 years, 
and ~ord came that Robin Fowler, 
the fIrst person to become a Baha'I 
in the Yukon Territory of Canada, 
planned to come to Ketchikan to 
make the ninth Baha'!. The Assem
bly was assured. 

On the night of April 20 Mrs. Joyce 
Combs declared herself, becoming 
the first Alaskan believer of the In
dian race, and representing two of 
the three major tribes of Alaskan 
Indians. 

With ten Baha'is on April 21, an 
election was held, Afterward one 
of the first acts of the new Ketchikan 
Local Spiritual Assembly was to en
roll Miss Joyce Camp bell as a new 
believer. She is a Youth, and is not 
only the first youth enrolled in 
Ketchikan, but is a representative of 
the third Indian tribe of Alaska. 

Ketchikan now turns to its neigh
bor, Juneau, hoping to assist them 
enlarge the nucleus of three Baha'is 
there. In addition, several of the new 
Ketchikan believers are doing exten
tion teaching work at MetlakaUa 
AI~ska, while residing there tempor: 
~rdy, and local firesides hold prom
Ise of several more enrollments in 
the near future. 

CATHEDRAL OF THE PINES 
MEETING HELD AT RINDGE 

The sixth annual public meeting at 
Cathedral of the Pines, Rindge, 
N, H., was held on July 14. The pro
~ram included organ music, read
mgs from the Baha'i Scriptures t an 
address titled ~jOne Universal 
Faith," and the HPrayer for all Na
tions." 

These annual meetings are spon
sored by the Area Teaching Com
mittee for the New England States, 
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CHICAGO TV SHOWS 
FILMS OF TEMPLE 

Residents within range of Televi
sion Station WBKB, Chicago, enjoyed 
a very unusual and interesting pro
gram on the Baha'i House of Wor
ship, Monday morning, June 25, dur
ing the regular "A.M. Show," when 
Ronny Born spoke of the familiar 
Temple in Wilmette and presented a 
three-minute film of the interior of 
the auditorium. Besides· excellent 
panoramic views of the interior of 
the dome and the texts in the nine 
alcoves~ there were shots from in
side the dome and upward through 
the ribs, views of the gardens and 
fountains from the dome, and a COD

cluding close-up of one of the foun
tains in operation. 

The short commentary mentioned 
the basic teachings of the Baha'i 
Faith, the purpose of the Temple 
its approximate cost, and the fact 
that it was built by the Baha'is alone. 

That this program was offered at 
no cost whatever to the Baha'is is 
another evidence of the growing in
terest on the part of the general 
public in the Temple and what it 
stands for. 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
Wilmette Life for June 21, 1956 

published a photograph of Mrs. Ame
lia Collins conducting some Baha~i 
visitors through the Baha'i gardens 
in Haifa, Israel. "Mrs. Amelia E. 
Collins, 121 Linden A venue, Wil
mette, has returned from Haifa. Is
rael, where she spent the winter at 
the Baha'i World Center. As vice
president of the International Baha'] 
Council, Mrs. Collins devotes the 
larger part of each year to interna
tional activities of the faith. Here 
she is shown ... taking some Baha'IS 
from N ew Yo rk and Karlsruhe r Ger~ 
many, through the Baha'i gardens in 
Haifa, Israel. The Baha'is were there 
as guests of Shoghi Effendi Rabbani, 
world head of the Baha'i faith." 

Several selections from Gleanings 
have been sent to Mr. Wing Ander
son for use in a forthcoming book 
containing prophecies Mr. Anderson 
has been collecting. From Baha'i 
Writings he requested passages per
taining to the "coming world 
changes." 

Westport Town Crier & Herald, 
Westport, Conn., in its issue of 

WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 

Fourth Y &ar - 19~ - 1957 

Annual Budget ..... " .. $500.000.00 

Total Requirements 
May 1 to July 15 

Total Contributions 
May 1 to July 15 

11)4,000.OU 

82,300.00 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

Thursday, June 14, 1956, ran a pho
tograph of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Quigley taken in the Baha'i gardens 
at Haifa while on pilgrimage to the 
World Center. 

The Daily Journal - Gazette and 
CommeTcial~StaT~ Mattoon, lllinois, 
published on May 17, 1956, the text 
of the NSA statement on "The One
ness of Mankind," brought to the edi
tor's attention by Mr. L. Paul Harris 
of that city. 

Decatur Herald, Decatur, Illinois, 
in its June 6th issue reprinted the 
Washington Post article on "Iran 
Fanatics Attack Baha'is." 

The Proceedings of the Pennsyz.. 
vania Academy' of Science, to be pub-
ished in the autumn of 1956, will con
tain references to Baha'i teachings 
on biologicaj subjects, 
Va~dez Breeze, a mimeogranhed 

newspaper published in Valdez, 
Alaska, presented on May 26th, a 
paragraph describing the Baha'i 
teaching on a Universal Language; 
and on June 2nd included a state
ment by 'Abdu'l-Baha on an Interna~ 
tional Tribunal. Ann Ashen is Busi
nes s Mana ger and Hom e Editor of 
Valdez Breeze. 

At the meeting of Wilmette Rotary 
Club on June 20, 1956, the President 
read a letter received from the Rot
ary Club of Herzlia-Kfar Shmaria
her, Israel, containing these refer
ences to the F ai th: 

"It is a great pleasure for me to 
inform you that at our meeting of 
May 30th the international toast was 
given in honour of your Club. Our 
guest speaker was Leroy Ioas, the 
General Secretary (Secretary-Gener
al) of the International Baha'i Faith 
Association who delivered a very in
teresting talk on the Baha'i Faith. 
Knowing that the biggest Baha'i 
Temple is in Wilmette we considered 
it appropriate to raise our glasses to 
you." (signed) L. A. Bar-Gur, Chair
man, International Service Commit~ 
tee. 
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NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
The Local Spiritual Assembly of 

Stamford, Conn., is sponsoring a Se~ 
des of four "Connecticut Sundays for 
Study and SOCiability" during the 
summer to which all the Connecticut 
Baha'is are invited. The first meet
ing was highlighted by talks during 
the day by William and Marguerite 
Sears. 

Baha'is of the Central Illinois area 
held their annual picnic on June 24 
at Old Salem State Park. There were 
Baha'is from Quinj!Y, Urbana, Cham~ 
paign, Glenwood, and Melrose Town. 
ship, DUnois, and from 'fibrin. Non. 
Baha'i guests included visitors from 
East Africa and Pakistan. 

The Episcopal Church of Howard 
University, Washington, D.C., and 
the School of Religion at the Univer_ 
sity of Virginia, Charlottesville, were 
given the principles of the Faith by 
two Baha'is of Charlottesville, Va., 
recently. At Howard University the 
students represented the West Indies, 
East Africa, Madagascar, Ethiopia, 
and the Bahamas, as well as the 
United States. Both meetings brought 
forth many intelligent questions and 
favorable comment. 

The Maui, Hawaii, Baha'i commu
nity welcomed a visit from Mrs. 
Bula Mott Stewart, pioneer on Molo
kai Island. At a public meeting she 
spoke on "The Evolution of Re
ligions," and illustrated her talk with 
colored slides. Half of the audience 
Were non-Baha:is. 

San Francisco, Calif., Baha'is ob
served the Declaration of the Bab on 
May 22 with a restaurant diIU1er 
followed by a talk on the significance 
of the Day, and an Institute on 
'Abdu'l-Baha's Mission held at the 
Baha'i Center. 

Eugene W. King, a Tlinget .Indian 
BahaJi of Tacoma, Wash., spoke at a 
pUblic meeting there on June 6, on 
"One Religion for Mankind." Mr. 
King, although blind, is regularly em
ployed in the papermaking industry 
and is active in Baha'i work at Ta
coma Indian Hospital. 

The newly re-established Local 
Spiritual Assembly of Kansas City, 
Mo., was invited to present the prin
ciples of the Faith at the home of a 
minister of a local Presbyterian 
Church. A group of 20 young people 
were vitally interested in the discus
sion, asked many questions, and re
quested literature. 
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AREA NEWS BULLETINS 
The East Central States Bulletin 

lists 11 groups in that area that have 
been adopted as localities where 
there is a good opportunity to 
achieve Assembly status by April 
1957: Mishawaka and Kokomo, Ind.; 
Marysville and Pontiac, Mich.; and 
Kettering, Cleveland Hts., East 
C1eveland, Hinckley Twp., Lake
wood, East Olmstead, and Findlay, 
Ohio. 

"CHILD'S WAY" BULLETIN 
ADDRESSES LISTED 

Mrs. Betty Fiedler, 836 Cedar Ter
race, Deerfield. Illinois, is the Sec
retary of Child's Way bulletin. Ad
dress all correspondence and mater
ials for Child's Way to Mrs. Fiedler. 
Mail requests for subscriptions to 
Miss Banu Hassan, 1244 Maple Ave
nue, Wilmette, illinois. 

The Baha'i World, Vol. XII, 1950-
1954. Contains nearly 1,000 pages of 
text and over 300 illustrations in
cluding beautiful, four-color frontis
piece of the Shrine of Bab and six 
large supplementary maps and 
charts, four in COIOT. Covers the 
Baha'I Holy Year and Jubilee events, 
dedication of the Baha'! Temple in 
Wilmette, completion of the Shrtoe 
of the Bab, the Four Intercontinen
tal Conferences, and many other of 
the most significant events in Bahil'I 
history. Bound in midnight blue. 

Per copy (mailed within the U.S. 
or territories) $15.00 

Per copy (mailed to any point out-
side the U.S.) $15.75 

Avai!able fTom 
BAIIA'i PUBLIS!U:NG TRUST 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette. Illinois 

BAH";"'! HOUSE OF WORSHIP 
Visiting Hours 

Weekdays: 
10:30 A.M.-4:30 P.M. 
7:00 P.M.-9:00 P,M. 

Sundays and Holidays: 
10:30 A.M.-9:00 P.M. 
(Auditorium only will be open in 
the evenings) 

Service of Worship 
Sunday at 3:30 P.M., lasting until 
4:15. 

"'Glory be unto Thee, 0 my God! 
V.erily. this Thy SeTvant ami this ThV 
maid-servant have gathered undeT the 
shadow of Thy m eTCy and they are 
united thTOUgh Thy favor and genero,iftj. 
o LoTd! Assist them in tnt! Thy WOTld 
and Thy Kingdom and de3tine for them 
ev-ery good through Thy bounty and 
gTace " 

-BAH..\'u'WH 

Maui, Hawaii: Miss Barbal"a Morione 
Ellms to Mr. Edmund Dover on May 
19, 1956. 

Los Angeles, California: Mrs. Mona Dud
ley to Mr. Howard Shelton on June 9, 
1956. 

Chicago, Illinois: l\-liss Helen Cuellar to 
Mr. Michael T. Vaggalis on June 9, 
1956. 

Peoria, Dlinois: Miss Judith Summers 
to Mr. Benjamin Abrams on June 10, 
1956. 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Miss Ja
milih Yiganih to Mr. Khalil Alavi on 
June 12, 1956. 

Wilmette, Illinois: Miss Barbara Hannen 
to Mr. Wayne G. Griffin on .June 16, 
1956. 

Los Angeles, California: Mrs. Doris Ev
elyn McClain to Mr. Charles Thomas 
Bewley on June 17, 1956. 

Los Angeles, California: Miss Ar]een 
Gloria Crook to Mr. James Kenneth 
Wiley on June 22, 1956. 

Peoria, Illinois: Miss Caroline Ann Zeig
]er to Mr. Willis Dean De]aney on June 
30, 1956. 

A~GU5T, 1956 

FI':ASrs 

August 1 - Kamal (Perfection) 

August 20 - Asma' (Names) 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 

ASSEMBLY MEETING 

August 31, September 1, 2, 3 

"Dea.th profferetn. unto ever" con.J1~ 
dent believer the cup tha.t is life indeed. 
It be3foweth joy, and is' the bearer of 
gZadness. It con/erreth the gift of ever
lasting tile." 

Mrs, Lois Coe 
Quincy, Illinois 
April 9. 1956 

Mrs. Florence Bauer 
Muskegon. Michigan 
May 21, 1956 

Mrs. Margaret Morris 
Seattle, Washington 
May 28, 1956 

Mrs. Ruth O'Brien 
Peoria. illinois 
May 31, 1956 

Mr. Charles Cumberbatch 
New York, New York 
June 7, 1956 

Mr. Ira Hightower 
Chicago, Illinois 
June 12, 1956 

Mr, Harry Feinstein 
Los Angeles, California 
June 12, 1956 

Mrs, Maud Duttlinger 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
June 13. 1956 

Mr. Christian Hofer 
Akron, Ohio 
June 16. 1956 

Mr. H. A. Keeler 
Chicago, illinois 
.June 29, 1956 

-BAHA'u'LI..lH 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities 01 the Baha'i World Community 

Reports, plans, news items and photographs 01 general interest are requested from national committees ancl.local assemblies of 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 

BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1956-57: Mrs, Eunice Braun, Mig 
Charlotte Lintoot. Mr. Richard C. Thomas. 

Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported dIrectly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
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The Past Baha'i Administrative Year 
A Letter From Ihe Guardian 

The following passages of general Baha'i intere,st and 
importance have been selected from a letter written on 
behalf of the Guardian by his Secretary, addressed to 
the National Spiritual Assembly under date of July 19, 
1956. The Guardian's hand written postscript to this 
letter is published as an insert in this issue of BAHA'i 
NEWS. 

"The past Baha'i administrative year was one full 
of events, achievements and anxiety. In looking back 
over it, he feels that concrete progress has bepn made 
in many fields; that the American BahaTs have reason 
to feel encouraged by the scope of their activities, and 
by the fact that many of their enterprises connected 
with the Ten Year Plan have reached fruition. 

"He was particularly glad to note that a friendly con· 
tact had been made with the Chief Executive of the 
United States, and that he had acknowledged over his 
own signature, in appreciative terms, the receipt of 
the Baha'i prayer your Assembly had forwarded to him. 
He was also very pleased to note the helpful attitude 
of the State Department, particularly in connection with 
the persecutions of our brethren in :frim. 

An Important T .,ning Point 

"The establishment of the South and West Africa 
National Baha'i Assembly signalizes an important 
turning·point in the execution of the Divine Plan by the 
Baha'is of America. A capable and representative na
tional body has evidently been elected; and the Guardian 
cherishes the highest hopes for the unfoldment of the 
work in that part of the world, a work whose foundations 
have been so brilliantly laid down by a singularly 
distinguished and devoted group of pioneers from dif· 
ferent countries, chief amongst them those from the 
western Hemisphere. The new world has indeed paid 
back part of its debt to the Hdark continent" it at one 
time so ruthlessly exploited. 

uThe Guardian hopes that the Kampala Temple 
project, designs for which are now well advanced, and 
have been carried out by the Hand of the Cause, Mr. 
Mason Remey, will soon be set in motion. The new 
National Assembly for Central and East Africa will be 
directly responsible for this work. 

"The new incorporations added during the past year in 
the United States, although a step in the right direction, 
are not sufficient. He feels that during the coming year 
every elIort should be made by Assemblies that have 
a well-grounded, if smal1, community? to incorporate. 

"He was particularly happy to hear of the incorpora. 
tion of the Tokyo Spiritual Assembly. Indeed the initia· 
tive shown throughout the Pacific area in this respect 
and many others is truly challenging and stimulating; 
and the American Baha'is, the parents of so many of 
these other communities, should take heed and foI1ow 
the lead of their exuberant offspring. 

"The Guardian feels that during the coming year, 
the National Assembly should pay particular attention 
to getting teachers with spiritual capacity and a deep 
knowledge of the Covenant out to the weaker communi
ties on circuit teaching trips, and that an effort should 
be made for them to stay for some time in each place. 
It is evident that one of the reasons that the work on 
the home front in America is so seriously lagging is that 
the Baha'is themselves, though undoubtedly devoted, 
loyal and conscientious, are not always very deeply 
grounded in the spiritual fundamentals of their Faith. 
This produces a maladjustment, so to speak, in the 
nature of their service to the Cause; and only through 
a deeper understanding of their Faith and the inner 
~piritual strength that this understanding brings will 
they be able to reinforce themselves to meet their tasks, 
to see the joy of discharging their duties and grasping 
their privileges. 

Extraordinary Progress 

"The Guardian has been particularly happy at the 
extraordinary progress made in acquiring l:la~iratu'l. 
Quds and endowments all over the world. The Baha'is 
may well look upon the accomplishments in this field 
as little short of awe·inspiring, and every believer 
should feel highly encouraged that one of the most dif
ficult aspects of the Ten Year Plan, namely the financ
ing of such enterprises, has been more than two·thirds 
fulfilled by the end of the third year of the Plan. 

"The Guardian feels that if the frie'nds would medi· 
tate a little more objectively upon both their relation· 
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ship to the Cause and the vast non-Baha'i public they 
hope to influence, they would see things more clear1y. 
The friends are not being forced to do anything, either 
by the Guardian or by the National Assembly. However. 
the condition that the world is in is bringing many issues 
to a head. It would be perhaps impossible to find a nation 
or people not in a state of crisis today. The materialism, 
the lack of true religion and the consequent baser 
forces in human nature which are being released, have 
brought the whole world to the brink of probably the 
greatest crisis it has ever faced or will have to face. 
The Baha'is are a part of the world, They too feel the 
great pressures which are brought to bear upon all 
people today, whoever and wherever they may be. On 
the other hand, the Divine Plan, which is the direct 
method of working toward the establishment of Peace 
and World Order, has perforce reached an important 
and challenging point in its unfoldment; be~ause of 
the desperate needs of the world, the Baha'is find them
selves, even though so limited in numbers, in financial 
strength and in prestige-called upon to fulfill a great 
responsibility. They must, at all times, remember that 
when the Guardian makes his appeals to the friends, he 
is only presenting the situation to them. Each one must 
evaluate what his own response can be and should be; 
nobody can do this for him. There is no other pressure 
than the pressure of historical circumstances. He fully 
realizes that the demands made upon the Baha'is are 
great, and that they often feel inadequate, tired and 
perhaps frightened in the face of the tasks that confront 
them_ This is only natural. On the other hand, they 
must realize that the power of God can and will assist 
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them; and that because they are privileged to have 
accepted the Manifestation of God for this Day, this 
very act has placed upon them a great moral respon
sibility toward their fellow-men. It is this moral respon
sibility to which the Guardian is constantly calling their 
attention, as he too cannot but obey the compelling 
force of circumstances and fulfill his paramount duty 
of calling to the attention of the believers their oppor
tunity. their privileges, and their responsibilities. 

• 'The Am-erican Baha'is have so far never failed in 
any mission they undertook, and he hopes and believes 
there will be no failure this time. He has the greatest 
confidence in their loyalty, their faith, and their de
votion, and he feels sure that with the help of Baha'u'
Uah they will arise to the occasion which history has 
literally thrust upon them." 

The Power of God Can and Will Assist Us 

Beloved Friends: 
While every paragraph in the letter written on behalf 

of the Guardian has vital significance, the National 
Spiritual Assembly calls to the urgent attention of every 
American Baha'i the passage beginning: "The Guardian 
feels that if the friends would meditate a litUe more ob
jectively upon both their relationship to the Cause and 
the vast non-Baha'i public they hope to influence, they 
would see things more clearly.I' 

In this passage each of us is addressed as an indivi-



The lytnpaDum of Ua.e east facade of the Baha'j Internation.al 
Archives Building on Mt. Carmel, Haifa, soon after its COM

pletion, Is shown to the left, assembled for accm'acy tests at 
the ClUampo Marble Works In Italy before shipment to Haifa. 

The central :Monogram of the Greatest Name is of giJded 
metal on a. green base of marble; the rays departing from 
the Monogram a.n of gUded m:arb1e. The entire tympanum 
when packed in wooden cases for shfpment weighed more 

'Ulan 60 tons. 

Antefixes of the tympanum, ready to be shipped, are shown to 
the right. Note the number on each one, which is a:lfixed after 

each piece is tested for accuracy. 

dual believer. Each of us stands in 
the clear light of the Guardian's 
spiritual understanding where, if we 
open our inner eyes, we can per
ceive the unique destiny each Baha ~i 
can and must fulfill; and where, if 
we open our hearts, the warmth of 
the love of God will quicken Our 
spirits. 

'~The friends are not being forced 
to do anything ... " No. By his Own 
volition each sought membership in 
the Baha'i community; and by his 
own faithfulness each can fulfil a 
unique mission in the salvation of 
mankind. 

Each One M.st Eval. ate 

The situation has been presented 
to us. "Each one must evaluate what 
his own response can be ..... The 
Cause of God is not a mass move
ment in which the individual is im
prisoned in the cage of one impla
cable, driving force. We have been 
reborn in the utter freedom of the 
Kingdom, established above the tu
mults of a violent age, whose Gover
nor is love and whose purpose is 
peace on earth and immortality in 
the heavens of bliss. The Kingdom, 
moreover t a new creation whose open 
p 0 r tal is the Revelation of 
Baha'u'IlHh, stands above the 
claims of that nature which we share 
with the anim al. Man alone can at
tain freedom from self, the true free
dom granted by obedience to GOO. 

This passage brings the Guardian 
close to each of us. May we treasure 
that nearness because it bestows as
surance that the power of God can 
and will assist each of us who arise 
to serve the Divine Plan. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSElVIBLY 

"'''is Four-Fold Purpose" 
The Guardian's Challenge to the 

American Baha', Community 

"A far greater proportion of the avowed supporters of the Faith must 
arise, ere the Crusade suffers any setback, for the four-fold purpose of 
winning over an infinitely greater number of recruits to the army of 
Baha'u'lliili fighting on the home front, of swelling to an tUlprecende~ted 
degree the isolated centers now scattered within its confines, of converting 
an increasing number of them into firmly founded groups, and of accelerat
ing the formation of local Assemblies, while safeguarding those already 
in existence." (excerpt from letter of July 19, 1956) 

-SHOGIa EFFENM 
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HANDS OF. THE CAUSE 

TELL CURRENT PLANS 
In planning missions for members 

of the Auxiliary Board this, the third 
year of their teaching work, the 
Hands of the Cause have acted on 
suggestions received from all four 
National Assemblies or their Teach
ing Committees. The schedule 
adopted will carry Board members 
into many Baha'i Centers of Canada, 
the United States, Alaska, Central 
America, the Islands, and South 
America. 

A message received by the Hands, 
from the Guardian through the 
Hands of the Cause in the Holy Land, 
defined important goals for the cur
rent year: assisting in preparing 
communities for the formation of five 
National Spiritual Assemblies in 1957, 
the need of a new spirit of dedica
tion and consecration on the home 
front, the dispersal of more believers 
to new centers, the encouragement 
of pioneers working in lonely areas, 

and the possibility of friends settling 
behind the Iron Curtain. 

Each Board Member has been pre
sented with a letter to read to each 
Baha'i gathering the member ad
dresses. 

The lists of Baha'i centers receiv
ing visits from members of the Aux
iliary Board will be presented in the 
annual report of the American Hands 
before the 1957 Convention. From 
time to time brief statements will 
be supplied to BAHA~j NEWS outlining 
some of the special teaching methods 
which Auxiliary Board members 
have found effective. 

Mrs. Margery McCormick, for ex
ample, in order to connect the in
dividual with the creative Word from 
which she speaks, gives out copies 
of a brief little compilation she has 
prepared entitled Spirit-Lifters. 

Mrs. Florence MayberrYt when 
conditions permit, carries on a Sem
inar for the progressive unfolding 
knowledge of the Teachings. One 
Seminar offers five consecutive 

3 
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themes: Progressive Revelation; 
Gateway to a New Era; The Glory 
of God; Man's Perfect Example and 
God's Covenant; and The Regenera
tion of Mankind. These subjects car
ry the audience through the succes
sive eras of the Baha'i Revelation. 
The local Assembly is then prepared, 
if it wishesJ to hold study classes 
on The Dispensation of Baha'u'Ucih 
and The Wi!! and Testament of 
'Abdu'I·Baha. 

Mrs. Mayberry can also adapt the 
Seminar method to a briefer schedule 
of three themes instead of the five. 
The purpose is to cover the essentials 
of Baha/i membership, and thus as
sist the local friends in confirming 
those already attracted besides 
deepening the faith of the believers 
themselves. 

MRS. COftlNNE TRUE 

PAUL E. HANEY 

HORACE HOLLEY 

RENEWED APPEAL 

TO UNITED NATIONS 

The friends are informed of a very 
important action taken on behalf of 
the oppressed Persian Baha'is. 

Confidential, authentic information 
was received summarizing the con
dition of the Baha'is of Iran as of 
June 1956. This report revealed the 
fact that the assurances given the 
Secretary-General of United Nations 
by the iranian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, as a result of the first ap
peal laWlched at the Geneva session 
last year, were not carried out. So 
grave was the condition that respon
sible Baha'is felt that the future 
functioning of the Baha'i community 
in tran might be involved. 

With the approval of the Guardian, 
the American National Spiritual As
sembly, acting for the Baha'i Inter
national Community, assembled the 
facts and the International Observer, 
Mrs. Mildred Mottahedeh, was re
quested to obtain advice on the best 
procedure to adopt in addressing a 
renewed appeal to the Secretary
General. 

Thanks to the advice given by a 
friendly permanent delegate to UN, 
a letter was addressed to the Secre-

tary-General on June 22, accompa
nied by a statement of facts which 
made the renewed appeal im
perative. Copies of this document 
were reproduced and given to the 
International Observer for use in 
Geneva. Mrs. Mottahedeh and Amin 
Banani were appointed the Baha'i 
representatives to serve at Geneva 
during the sessions of the Economic 
and Social Council beginning July 12. 

At Geneva the Baha'i representa
tives distributed copies of the Baha'i 
document to the permanent delega
tions and held a press conference 
attended by representatives of New 
York Times, London Times, Reuters, 
the Swiss Press, and also by rep
resentatives of the Jewish and 
Quaker NGOs. A long article about 
the case was published in the New 
York Times on July 21. Many per
sonal calls were also made on dele
gations attending the sessions of 
ECOSOC. 

On July 25 Dr. Jose Vineinte 
Trujillo, Ecuadorian permanent del
egate to UN, First Vice-President 
of the Economic and Social Council, 
and Chairman of the Social Commit
tee, opened the session with a talk 
on human rights and then proceeded 
to lay the Baha'i case before the 
session. The result was that the 
Baha'i case was put on the Human 
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Rights section of United Nations for 
study. 

This action by Dr. Trujillo gave 
our case an official status in United 
Nations far stronger than the status 
of the appeal made in 1955. 

Returning to the United States via 
London, Mrs. Moltahedeh held a 
press conference at the London 
l;Ia?.iratu'l..Quds. The first positive re
sult of this has been an editorial in 
the influential Manchester Guardian 
of July 27 headed "'The Baha'isH and 
summarizing the Baha'i case and Dr. 
Trujillo's action at Geneva. 

Our public relations counsel has 
placed a statement on the Baha'i 
case in the release issued by Reli
gious News Service, New York, on 
July 23. 

It was on the advice of the friend
ly UN delegate that no advance 
notice of this renewed appeal was 
made either to the public or to the 
Baha'i communities. 

Since the case was opened in the 
session of the Social Council on July 
25, a letter has been written to a 
number of prominent Americans 
friendly to the Faith, enclosing the 
Baha'i documents and requesting 
each to write the franian Ambassador 

Hazira.tu'l-Quds In Copenhagen, Denmark. purchased on July 20, 1955. 
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Spiritual Assembly of Brussels. Bel,elnm foJ' 1956-195'7. The As
sembly wa.s incorporated on laD. 2"'1. 1956. 

in Washington. 
correspondence 
later. 

The result of this 
will be reported 

The situation created by the Baha'i 
case in Geneva does not mean any 
immediate recognition of the right 
of Persian Baha'is to practice their 
religion in complete freedom, but it 
does carry forward a process which 
can but eventate ·in that prayed-for 
result. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

COLUMBUS, TAKOMA PARK GIVE 

RECOGNITION TO HOLY DAYS 

Children of Baha'is in Columbus, 
Ohio, and Takoma Park, Maryland, 
may be absent on the Baha'i Holy 
Days. This makes a total of 33 cities 
where the local Assemblies have 
taken the matter up with the School 
Superintendent. The Guardian wishes 
all Assemblies to secure this 
recognition, 

-N ATlON AL SPJRITU AL AsSEMBLY 

Removed From 
Membership 

Mrs. Marjorie J. Kirk, of Depew, 
New York, has been deprived of her 
membership in the Baha'i Faith be
cause of her refusal to cease associa
tion with a Persian who was excom
municated from the Faith by the 
Guardian some years ago before 
coming to the United States. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AssEMBLY 

Ellrope 

BENELUX CONFERENCE, 

NORDICK SUMMER SCHOOL 

PROGRAMS REPORTED 

The European Teaching Commit
tee has released reports on the Bene
lux Conference, held at the F.Ia~ira
tu'l-Quds in The Hague, Holland, on 
May 20 and 21, and the Summer 
School held at Moss, Norway, on 
May 19-21, from which the following 
excerpts are taken: 

Benelux Conference 

The Benelux Conference was open
ed at noon on May 20, following the 
dedication of the i;Ia~iTatu'I-Quds of 
The Hague. After opening prayers in 
French and Dutch and the reading 
of two messages from the European 
Teaching Committee, Dr. Hermann 
Grossmann, Hand of the Cause, 
spoke on "Prerequisites to Victory." 

"Our task is to follow the Will of 
God, and to give up our own free 
will," he said. HThe Will of God is 
laid down in the teachings of Baha' 
u'Il;3.h and 'Abdu'l-Baha." 

At the afternoon session, Louis 
Henuzet spoke on the general aspects 
of the fourth year of the World Cru
sade, and Roger Swinnen spoke on 
HTwo New Institutions for Benelux: 
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The Convention and the Regional 
Spiritual Assembly." Then there fol
lowed an extended consultation on 
the letter from the European Teach
ing Committee and the teaching 
problems of the Benelux countries. 

At 8:00 P.M. that day a Unity Ban
quet was held at the Municipal Mu
seum in The Hague. During the ban
quet representatives of the Benelux 
communities spoke words of appre
ciation concerning the Conference 
and the hospitality of the local 
Baha'is. 

On Monday, May 21, the Confer
ence was opened by Lea Nys, who 
gave an inspiring talk on "Spiritual 
Dynamism." This was followed by 
further consultation on overcoming 
the obstacles to the spread of the 
Faith in that area. 

With the close of the Comerence, 
the representatives returned to their 
home communities prepared to pass 
along the many suggestions and in
spiring words for local consultations, 
with the hope that the World Cru
sade may be reinvigorated in the 
Benelux countries. 

Summer School at Moss 

The summer school motto, "Let 
your Light shine" was in itseJi an 
inspiration to absorb as much knowl
edge as possible from the brilliant 
leclures and fruitful consultation in 
which we were able to participate. 

After music, prayers for all na
tions and for mankind, the summer 
school was opened by the chairm an, 
Palle Bischoff, who welcomed the 
friends. 

Amelia Bowman spoke on I 'The 
Three Central Figures in the Baha'i 
Faith," based on Shoghi Effendi's 
The Dispensation of Bahci'u.'Ulih. Lo
tus Grace Nielsen followed with an 
instructive lecture on "The Cove
nant," based on the material from 
the All-France Summer School of 
1955. A discussion period followed. 

Mter dinner the Guardian's 1956 
Convention Message was read. Gud
run Ofstegaard read a translation of 
Don Corbin'S lecture on the Baha'i 
administration's progressive form, 
its authority, strength, and develop
ment. Afterward, the subject was de
veloped further with a discussion on 
the Hands of the Cause, the Guard
ian, and the International House of 
Justice by Amelia Bowman. 
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A pupil of the InsUtuto Cultural IruUge
alsCa Baha'i at Chlchlcastenango. Guate
mala, whose pa.rents. Maya.-Quiche In
dians, are DOW registered BaM'is. As a 
result 01 work at tbe Institute, foul' ID-

dians have accepted the Faith. 

In the evening there was a splen
did talk on the Baha'i Faith in rela
tion to other world organizations, 
and comments on the necessity of 
having a pure. warm, and friendly 
heart. 

The second day there were read
ings from the Kit£ib-i-tqan, a talk on 
"Administration, Local and National 
Spiritual Assemblies," and a discus
sion period, followed by the reading 
of a leiter from the European Teach
ing Committee. After the evening 
supper an informal fireside was held. 
Five contacts from Moss were pres
ent. 

On Monday, the third day of the 
Summer School, came the consulta
tion on the letter from the European 
Teaching Committee. The chairman 
summed up the inspiring ideas that 
had been brought forth by the many 
speakers. A brief cable was com-

posed for transmission to the Guard
ian, and after expressions of appre
ciation, the school was closed with 
a prayer for the Guardian. 

The Summer School at Moss is 
over, and it has not only given us 
beautiful memories of friendly asso
ciation and beautiful summer days, 
but it has given us knowledge and 
strength, each one of us, to go home 
and endeavor to share with others 
some of the great gift we had re
ceived, and our faith in a happy 
future for the Baha'i Faith in our 
respective countries. 

-GUDRUN OFSTEGAARD 

Africa 

PIONEER LETTER 

REPORTS TEACHING WORK 
Mr. and Mrs. Lyall Hadden, pio

neers in Luanshya, Northern Rhode
sia, where an Assembly was formed 
last April, have written of their ac
tivities to the United States Mrica 
Teaching Committee. Excerpts from 
their letter follow: 

"We now have eleven African 
members. One of our youngest mem
bers, Micah, 21 years old, has sur
prised us most happily by bringing 
into the Faith three new members 
during the past few weeks. He has 
been holding firesides in his home 
once or twice a week, and it is a 
wonderful experience to sit in that 
tiny room and listen to Micah trans
late what we have said .into Bemba, 
and to watch the rapt expressions on 
the faces of his listeners 1 

"Many of our members are school 
teachers who are now on vacation, 
and who are leaving for their various 
home villages throughout Northern 
Rhodesia, where they will teach the 
Faith during the coming three 
months. By the first of September 
there should be many Bahajis 
throughout this country! 

"One of the Africans who worked 
on the building of our house asked 
Lyall to come to his home and speak 
to some of his friends about the 
Faith. Saturday afternoon Lyall and 
Guy went, and found eight Africans 
gathered there. The meeting lasted 
for nearly two hours, and many ques~ 
tions were asked. 

"It is strange, but almost always 
the first question these people ask 
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is uWho was Adam? Was he really 
the first man?" When we give them 
the Baha'i answer to this question 
they are satisfied and ea ger to go 
on from there. They do not accept 
the teaching of the Church in this 
respect. 

°Dennis pointed out to us one day 
that most of our African Baha'is here 
in Luanshya were formerly pillars 
of the church; he, himself, of the 
Angelican church; Andrew of the 
Free Church; Paul of United Mis
sions, or some such name; Richard 
was a MuJ:tammedan; and the two 
newest ones were Catholics. 

"We have stressed strongly the 
obligation of teaching, and Andre 
(the French-speaking Catholic from 
the Belgium Congo) replied that he 
recognized and accepted the obliga
tion, that to be a Baha'i and not 
teach would be like being a Christian 
and hiding the Bible under the bed! 

ULyall says he has often heard the 
Africans talking among themselves 
in their own language while they 
were working, and very, very fre
quently the words ,jBahA'i" and 
"Baha'u'llah" were spoken. There 
are 25,000 Africans here in Luanskya, 
and by now a great many of them 
have heard of the Faith and are try
ing to find out more about it. 

"Our problem now is not how to 
attract them t but how to handle them 
if we were to hold a public meeting. 
So far we have not dared to do so, 
even if we had been able to find a 
place in which to meet, for there 
would undoubtedly be a large number 
attending, and as these people are 
still primitive, trouble could arise. 
We must take the slow way, the small 
meetings such as Micah holds in his 
little home, and the small groups 
the others gather together in their 
homes. 

"When we return home we shall 
miss pioneering very much-in fact 
I do not see how we could possibly 
live without being able to teach the 
Faith. It has been an experience 
that we would not have missed-even 
though it has cost us all we had. To 
listen to Dennis teach, to see the glow 
in Micah's eyes as he talks to his 
friends, to hear the name "Baha'u' 
Dah" roll so smoothly from an Afri
can's tongue, amidst a jargon of 
words that we cannot understand
these experiences are priceless." 



Cairo Convention Forms 

National Spiritual Assembly 
of North East Africa 

Some 01 the delegates and Iriends at 

the reception tea party at the lfa.#ratu"· 

Quds in Cairo on April 23. 

Members 01 the first National Spirit· 

ual Assembly 01 the Baha'is of North 

East Ajrica, formed at the Convention, 

Ri{lvcin 113. 

Delegates at work during the Cont1en

lion sessions. 

Delegates to the Convention at the 

site 01 the M~riqu'I.Arll!kcir on the 

Nile Corniche on April 26. 

.--
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British Isles 

NSA MEMBER VISITS 

NORTHERN ISLES 
HA Journey to the Northern Isles," 

an account of the visit of Marian Hof
man, member of the British National 
Spiritual Assembly, to the islands 
north of England in the Spring of 
1956. is published in the British 
Baha'i JOUM!4l. Excerpts follow: 

"A journey to the Northern Isles 
may well become, for this genera
tion of British Baha'is, a longed-for 
goal which, once attained, will ever 
be cherished in memory as a won
drous time of spiritual experience. It 
is perhaps well to remind ourselves 
that only in the Islands around Brit
ain - not on her mainland - do the 
Knights of Bllha'u'llilh dwell. The 
reality of these blessed Knights is 
veiled from us today, nor does it re
veal itself save in their own lands, 
in those spots which the H and of 
Destiny has given over to them, and 
to them alone, to be the 'spiritual 
conquerors .• 

"It took but a few hours for the 
unique quality of Lerwick to come 
home to me. Our beloved Guardian 

has extolled the pure hearts of the 
African people, their severance from 
undue emphasis on material things, 
and to this he has ascribed their 
readiness for the Faith. I have not 
been to Africa, but in the Northern 
Isles I found purity and severance to 
a degree hitherto unknown to me. 

"To meet in a few days a number 
of people athirst for the Teachings, 
who receive them eagerly and with· 
out conflict, their eyes reflecting the 
growing wonder they see in our 
Faith - this is an experience dearer 
than any other. And it was to be 
mine on several occasions in my nine 
wondrous days in the Northern Isles. 
It was blessed privilege, too, to take 
part in the first public meeting in 
Shetland, and to find J to my aston· 
ishment. 17 new people awaiting my 
a:ppearance. 

"Both in Shetland and Orkney the 
public meetings were exciting for the 
scope and profundity of the ques
tions, and both meetings continued 
for over two hours of penetrating dis· 
cussion. Our prayer for these meet
ings had been that only those would 
come who cared to know, and our 
prayer was answered. A yet greater 
joy was the appearance at each 
meeting of one native person of truly 
native speech, showing especial In· 
terest in our Faith, and sent, so it 
seemed, by Baha'u'llah, since both 

were unknown to our Knights. Also 
in each town there came to us one 
person from an island lying further 
north. 

"In the Northern Isles our Knights 
are raising up, under the guiding 
Hand of the beloved M aster and our 
Guardian, a new creation -souls 
who, like fresh· running streams, will 
in days to come flow into our main 
river and invigorate the Cause of 
God in these British Isles." 

ASSEMBLY MEMBERSHIP, 

ENDOWMENT REPORTED 
The BaM'j Journa!, published by 

the British National Spiritual Assem· 
bly, lists the members of the newly 
elected Assembly for the 1956-1957. 

The Assembly includes Hasan 
Balyuzi, Chairman; Ernest Gregory, 
Vice-Chairman and Treasurer; John 
Ferraby, Secretary; Dorothy Fer
raby, Recording Secretary; David 
Hofman, Marion Hofman, Betty 
Reed, Louis Pass-Enfield, and Ian 
Semple. 

Rrst Endowment 

Land for the first national endow
ment of the British Isles has been 
purchased at W irksworth, Derby
shire. There are two fields known 
as Hatchetts Close, which are let to 
a farmer tenant for grazing cattle. 

Annua.l Convention of the Baba.'is of the British Isles, held in Leicester. England, on April 28-30, 1956. 
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Splri1nal Assembly of Addis Aba.ba, Et.hiopia. incorporated on 
October 19, 1955. One member was absent for the photograph. 

Cent .... ' America 

BAHA'iS GREET PANAMA 

CONFERENCE CHIEFS 
Baha tis of C e n t r a I America 

achieved outstanding publicity for 
the Faith at the recent meeting of 
19 chief executives of American na
tions in the Republic of Panama. 

A formal message of welcome was 
presented to the visiting dignitaries, 
in the name of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of C e n t r a 1 America, 
Mexico, and the Antilles. The Baha'i 
greeting was reported in the Panama 
StaT & Herald, which published the 
complete text of the message and 
'Abdu'l-Baha's Prayer for All Na
tions. 

The two-column headline stated 
"Local Baha'is Welcome All Chiefs 
of American States." The Baha'i 
greetings stated, in part; 

"The National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of Central America, 
Mexico, and the Antilles, with head
quarters in the City of Panama, and 
in the name of all the Baha'is of the 
Territories~ wishes to express to the 
illustrious Presidents of the Amer
ican Republics its warmest and most 
cordial welcome, and it fervently 
prays that this historic and trans
cendental reunion of the Rulers of 
the American Nations will be 
crowned with the greatest success." 

a real unity of the American peoples, 
and which can serve as an example 
to all the peoples of the world that 
they can still find in the midst of 
chaos, both material and spiritual 
security. 

"Over 90 years ago Bahii'u'llah, 
the Founder of the Baha'i World Re
ligion, wishing to reveal the pre
requisites of the peace and tranquil
lity of the world and the advance
ment of its people, wrote; 'The time 
must come when the imperative ne
cessity for the holding of a vast, 
an all-embracing assemblage of men 
will be universally realized ... " 

, 
Several additional quotations of 

Baha'u'llah were included in the 
Baha'i greetings, and the statement 
was closed with the Prayer for All 
Nations. 

This Baha'i salutation to the Amer
icans officials was significantly re
lated to the publicized objective of 
the conference. In another column 
the Panama StaT & Herald stated, 
HThe American nations joined in a 
'rendezvous with history' at Panama 
yesterday as 19 of its cruef executives 
gathered to proclaim once more the 
unity of the hemisphere and its will 
for peace." 

Germ .. ny. Austri .. 

LIST MEMBERS OF 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
of Germany and Austria, in its pub
lication Baha:i Nachrichten, lists its 
membership and officers for 1956-
1957: 

Dr. Eugen Schmidt, Chairman; Dr. 
Adelbert Muhlschlegel, Vice Chair
man; Mrs. Anna Grossmann, Secre
tary; Otto Hafner, Treasurer; Hans 
Randel, Ruprecht G. Kruger, Doris 
Lohse, Dr. Mehdi Varqa, and Hanni 
Weber. 

Summer School. 
Also reported were four summer 

schools scheduled for the season: 

After paying tribute to the historic 
Congress of Panama 130 years ago, 
the Baha'i message continued, o ••• 

the entire world fixes its gaze on 
this historic gathering which can 
point out specific ways of achieving 

Baba.'is .and frjends at the first Northern Ireland Weekend Scbool held at Belfa.st 
Castle, Feb. 4-6, 1956. 
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Spiritual Assembly of the Bahi/i of Gujranwa]a. pa.kistan, formed 
AprU 21, 1956, 

Baha'i Youth Summer School in 
Reichenbach/Odenwald, Germany, 
July 23-31; Baha'i Summer School 
in Esslingen;'N, August 12-18; Aus
trian Summer School in Gosaumuhle 
am Hallstatter See, Salzkammergut, 
August 26-Sept. 2; and a Teaching 
Conference in the I:Ia~iratu'l-Quds, 
Frankfurt/M, Sept. 30 through the 
beginning of October. 

'.dia, Pakistan, Burma 

REPORT CRUSADE 

ACHIEVEMENTS 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

India, Pakistan, and Burma, in its 
publication, Bahd'i News Letter, 
gives its pre-convention Annual Re
port listing the goals for the past 
year and the progress toward their 
attainment. This report is summar
ized as follows: 

1. Purchase of I:Ia+iratu'l-Quds at 
Columbo and Djakarta: Completed. 

2. Rebuilding of the J!:a.iratu'l
Quds at Rangoon: Taken in hand and 
completed. in nine months. 

3. Establishment of the Publishing 
Trust at New Delhi: It was estab
lished in November 1955, and is 
now actively working as a distinct 
and separate institution under a 
Managing Director who will be elect
ed every year. 

guages have been finished, while the 
translation into five languages awaits 
printing. Negotiations for another 
three languages are going on, and it 
is hoped to complete these transla
tions and printing within several 
months. Almost all the remaining 
nine languages belong to countries 
under the Communistic sway. 

5. Registering of local Spiritual As
semblies: In India there are 29 local 
Spiritual Assemblies; 16 were al
ready registered, three were regis
tered during the past year, and out 
of the rem aining ten, Articles of As
sociation have been filed for three and 
their certificates of registration are 
being awaited. Preliminary steps are 
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being taken to get another three reg
istered. In Fakistim there are 13 lo
cal Spiritual Assemblies; four were 
already registered, one is awaiting 
its certificate of registration, and ef
forts are begun to file the By-laws of 
three more for registration. In Bur~ 
rna there are six local Spiritual As
semblies; two were already regis
tered, one was registered during the 
past year, and By-laws have been 
filed for the remaining three, and 
their certificates of registration are 
being awaited. 

In foreign territories the Local Spir~ 
itual Assembly of Colombo has been 
registered~ and efforts are being 
made to register the Kalutara As
sembly. In Malaya three out of four 
assemblies have been registered. In 
Indochina the Local Spiritual Assem
bly of Saigon has been registered, 
and the Baha'i Marriage Certificate 
has received official sanction. In In
donesia the Local Spiritual Assembly 
of Djakarta has been registered_ 

6. Doubling of the local Spiritual 
Assemblies: The definite number 
awaits reports of the elections on 
April 21, 1956, but it appears that 
six groups in Pakistan and three in 
Burma will form assemblies. 

7. Multiplication of Baha'i Centers: 
During the p-a st year 23 new centers 
were opened, bringing the t-otal to 
35. 

8. Baha'i endowments in Kara~, 
Colombo, Rangoon, and Djakarta: In 
Pakistan a building wa s endowed for 
the Cause some years ago. In Cey
lon, Burma, and Indonesia negotia
tions are in progress. 

4. Translation of Baha'i literature 
into 40 langnages: Out of the 26 lan
guages undertaken to translate, 
translation and printing of nine lan- SpirliuaJ Assembly of Kanpur, India, registered on lune 5, 1956. 
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HOUSE OF WORSHIP 
WELCOMES MANY VISITORS 

The Baha'i House of Wor ship con
tinues to draw large numbers of visi
tors every day of the week, and 
particularly on Sundays. when the 
attendance sometimes runs as high 
as 1800. They come singly I in small 
groups, and often by bus loads) to 
make the tour Wlder special guides 
arranged for in advance. Occasional
ly conventions meeting in Chicago 
ask for special tours for groups 
sometimes as large as 300 persons. 

A most distinguished and interested 
group to visit the Temple the first 
week in August was His Excellency 
Mr. U Win, Ambassador from Burma 
to the United States, and his family. 
Mter spending more than half an 
hour viewing the Temple, gardens 
and exhibits, the Ambassador wrote 
in the guest book these words: HMost 
beautiful and magnificent. Wonder
ful idea bearing fruit. Has brought 
wonderful union of faith." 

Another unusual group was one 
of ten Eagle Scouts from Korea on 
a good will tour of the United States. 
Among them was an enrolled Baha'i 
youth from Seoul and two others 
who are studying tbe Faith. 

The gardens, too, are attracting 
special attention, and requests come 
from time to time from men's and 
women's garden clubs for a tour 
guided by the superintendent of the 
buildings and ground s. 

During the first five days of Au
gust, the visitors who signed the 
guest register came from 25 states 
in the United States, Canada, Puerto 
Rico, Cuba, Mexico, Argentina, Le
banon, and India. 

DUMONT OFFERS 
SCHOLARSHIP A WARD 

A $50.00 award to a member of the 
Dumont, N.J. High School graduat
ing class was offered by the Dumont 
Baha'is this Spring as a means of 
promulgating the Baha'i teachings. 

In a letter from the local Spiritual 
Assembly to the school principal, the 
qualifications for the selection of the 
student were specified: "A high mor-
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His Excellency, Mr. U. Win, Ambassador to the United states from B1Irma~ with 
his family and an attache, on the occasion of tbeir visit to tbe Baba'i HQuse 01 

Worship, Wilmette. 

a1 character, a universal outlook to
ward the world of tomorrow, with a 
total lack of prejudice of any kind, 
and a well-trained mind. The senior 
selected preferably should be one 
who plans to make teaching his ca
reer and life's work. The teacher is 
given bigh regard by Baha'u'l!ilh, 
Founder of the Baha'i Faith, who said 
that every Baha'i should remember 
his teacher in his will. making him 
the benefjciary of olle-seventh of 
his estate." 

At the commencement exercises, 
when this scholarship was presented, 
the principal explained how the re
cipient was selected. After reading 
the above qualifications, he said that 
the faculty selected nine names, 
which were then presented to the 
Student Council. which in turn re
duced this number to three. Final 
choice from these three was based 
upon the vote of the entire senior 
class. 

As a result of this scholarship, the 
Faith was mentioned at the gradu
ating exercises before several hun
dred students, parents, guests and 
public officials. The Dumont Assem
bly believes this gesture improved 
the friendly relationship of the 
Baha'is with the community. 

REFERENCE LIBRARY 
SERVICES LISTED 

The National Reference Library 
Committee has been authorized by 
the National Spiritual Assembly "to 
supply on request Baha'i references 
on particular subjects. It 

This opens the door to two kinds 
of service: (1) Answering questions 
from reference material already 
compiled; and (2) Receiving and 
distributing valuable compilations, 
indexes, outlines, or other reference 
material on special subjects that in
dividuals have accumulated. 

Reference Materi.1 Compiled 

The sources from which the Refer· 
cnce Library Committee can supply 
answers to questions consists of ma
terial which it has laboriously com
piled over a long period of time, 
such as a complete index of BA.liA'i 
NEWS through 1955, an index of all 
references in the Baha'i Writings to 
any part of the Bible text, and a 
concordance for most of Baha'u'
llah's Writings. (A concordance 10· 
cates all references using a specific 
noun or verb.) 
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None of the foregoing material can 
be sent out to the believers, but the 
committee will be glad to supply 
answers to questions from it. 

Papers Available 
for Duplication 

The following compilations and 
"papers", approved by the National 
Reviewing Committee, are available 
for duplication: 

Compilation on "Teaching." 

Compilations of the Guardian's in
structions on certain subj ects as pub
lished in BAHA'f NEWS during the 
last ten years. 

List of historical events relating 
to the Baha'i Faith in America up 
to 'Abdu'l-Baha·s arrival in the 
United States, from The Baha'i Mag
azine. 

"Papers" by Gene Crist (primarily 
compilations) on "Prophecies Ful
filled, Arranged by Time, Place, 
Name, and Characters"; "The Re
turn of Christ,.· "God's Everlasting 
Covenant," and nprogressive Reve
lation." 

If there is sufficient demand for 
the latter. mimeographed copies will 
be prepared and supplied at 2c per 
sheet. 

Believers are asked to send to the 
committee secretary any material of 
this nature that has proved helpful 
.in teaching or in deepening in the 
Faith; also any other reference ma~ 
terial that has been found to be use~ 
ful in the past) but is no longer avail
able. If demand warrants, effort will 
be made to mimeograph these and 
supply them at cost. 

In two or three months it is hoped 
to publicize a larger list of available 
references on particular subjects. 
Suggestions as to what subjects 
should be concentrated on, are solic
ited. 

The committee continues to wel
come voltmteer workers for its vari
ous projects. A new indexing system 
is to be tested, for which help is 
especially needed. 

In requesting references from the 
Index of BAHA'i NEWS, write to 
Mrs, May Stebbins, 69 University 
Drive, Menlo Park, Calif. All other 
communications should be addressed 
to the Secretary of the National Ref
erence Library Committee, Mrs. 
Marian Crist Lippitt, 1587 Virginia 
Street East, Charleston, W, Va. 

SEPTEN BER 1956 

SplrituaJ Assembly of Compton Judlcia.l Djstrlct. Ca.lif., for 195&-
1957. The Assembly was formed ita 1955. 

TEACHING CONFERENCE 
HELD AT FAIRBANKS 

The Alaska Teaching Committee 
held a Conference in the Mining 
Building at the University of Alaska, 
Fairbanks, on July 27~29. Baha'is 
came from Anchorage, and the Anch~ 
orage Recording District, Nome, Val
dez, Point Barrow, and Whitehorse, 
Yukon Territory. 

Features of the conference included 
three sessions on the Covenant and 
Administration; three Workshops on 
Procedure, including Instructions to 
New Assemblies, Enrollment, Assem~ 
bly Problems, Importance of Con
sultation, and Backbiting; a Round 
Table Discussion on "Reaching and 
Teaching the Eskimos, Indians, and 
Aleuts," by the Northern Peoples 
Teaching Committee; a report on 
the New Delhi Conference and on the 
National Convention by Hazel Mori; 
and a Youth Session. 

For diversion there was an inter
esting boat ride up the Tanana River, 
with a picnic supper on Saturday 
evening, and a picnic supper on Sun
day evening at the close of the Con~ 
ference. 

At 8:00 P.M. Sunday evening, Hazel 
Mori spoke at a public meeting at 
the Travelers Inn, Fairbanks, on 
"The Ancient Prophecies Fulfilled." 

ALL-FAITH CHAPEL 
GIVES BAHA'i SERVICE 

A demonstration of the Unity of 
Religion was afforded the Faith in 
San Diego, Calif., on August 1, when 
the chaplain of the Solar Aircraft 
Co. All-Faith Chapel asked a Baha'i 
employee, Waldo T. Boyd, to lead 
the two regula r Wednesday services 
on that date. 

Sixty employees attending the 
meetings listened to readings from 
the Hindu, Buddhist, Zoroastrian, 
Christian, Muslim, and Baha'i Sacred 
Writings. The chaplain, Tipton L. 
Wood, a member of the Episcopal 
Church in Escondido, Calif" read the 
opening prayer, selected from Baha'i 
Prayers, Vic Alexander, Chula 
Vista, Calif., Baha.'! and a Solar 
employee, read the Prayer for Amer
ica as the closing prayer. 

Response to the program varied 
from mild curiosity to enthusiastic 
approval. A number of inquiries 
about the Faith resulted, and two 
deeply interested contacts for fire
sides were made. 

Baha'i is the third major faith to 
be recognized at the chapel in this 
way. Fourteen denominations of 
Christianity, and the Jewish Faith 
have preceded. 

This industrial chapel is unique 
in that it has been constructed en· 
tirely by volunteer labor by company 
employees. The chapel was built 
on company property, and was 
dedicated on May 28, 1955. 
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BAHA'I FAITH PRESENTED 
ON CHICAGO TELEVISION 

An outstanding opportunity to pre
sent the Baha'i message to Chicago 
area television viewers was offered 
by WTTV, Chicago's non-commer
cial, educational television station, 
on July 18. In a projected series of 
half-hour features explaining the 
major world religions. the Baha'i 
Faith was given the opening pro
gram. 

William B. Sears and Robert Quig
ley? professionally trained in the 
presentation of television programs, 
prepared the script. Mr. Sears served 
as the off-camera announcer during 
the program, and was interviewed 
briefly on his pioneer work in Africa. 
Mr. Quigley interviewed the guest 
speakers, which included Horace 
Holley t speaking on the many friends 
of the Faith who have written ap
preciations; Dr. Manuchir Javid, 
providing the background of heritage 
with iran. the birthplace of the Faith, 
and of the continuing persecutions 
there; Miss Charlotte Linfoot. giving 
factual material illustrating the 
spread of the F ai th to many lands; 
and Mr. Sears. relating the world
wide expectations of the Return of 
Christ that prevailed in the middle 
of the nineteenth century, culmi
nating in the appearance of the Bab 
and of Baha'u'llah. 

There were close-ups of rep
resentative volumes of the Holy 
Scriptures of the great world reli
gions and of several Baha'i publica
tions, and pictures of the laying of 
the cornerstone of the Baha'i House 
of Worship by 'Abdu'l-Baha in 1912 
and of the dedication ceremonies in 
1953. 

The program closed with an ap
pealing prayer of 'Abdu'l-Baha, read 
over a background of impressive mu
sic, with the camera focused on a 
picture of the Baha'i Temple. 

"VOICE OF AMERICA" 
EXPLAINS BAHA'i FAITH 

The "Voice of America," broad
casting by short wave radio to the 
Middle East, gave an account of the 
Baha'i Faith on July 10, 1956. 

The 15 minute program dealt with 
a discussion of religious freedom in 
the United States. The narrator and 
author, Mrs. Margaret Abdel-Ahad 

Pennar, explained that one could 
worship as he wished in the United 
States, and that a fairly ncw religion, 
the Baha'i World Faith, had made 
big strides here. 

She then explained the main be
liefs of the Baha'i Faith, its con
nection with the United Nations, a 
description of the Baha'i House of 
Worship, short resume of the history 
of the Faith, and a description of 
a fireside. 

She opened the program by saying 
that she knew a member of the 
Baha'i Faith, Keith de Folo, and that 
she had attended one of his firesides 
to "find out what it was all about." 

This program, part of the regular 
series broadcast to the Middle East, 
was beamed to all of the Arabic 
speaking countries, except Iran, in
cluding Yemen, Syria, Libya, 'Iraq, 
Lebanon, Egypt, Jordan, Algeria, 
TWlisia, and Morocco. It reached 
these millions of people during the 
evening hours. 

BAHA'i IN THE NEWS 

Lew Ayres, in his book Altars of 
the East, writes that he spent several 
days in the area around Haifa, and 
after a brief statement on the Baha'i 
Faith, he writes: "As a contributing 
factor in any movement for world 
peace the importance of such an or
ganization cannot be overestimated. 

The aims and principles as set forth 
are, to me, above reproach. They 
present a beautiful and mature ideal 
of world fellowship in the broadest 
possible aspect." 

Seven Steps to Peace, by Ruth 
Bjorkman Samson (Exposition Press, 
Inc., New York) lists in its index five 
different references to the Faith. One 
reference states that HBahil'u'llah is 
the author of the expression, 'The 
Most Great Peace;' " another quotes 
'Abdu'I~Baha on the new age "in 
which the masculine and feminine 
elements of civilization will be more 
evenly balanced;" another quotes Dr. 
Esslemont on the "healing of human
ity as a whole, of nations and of in~ 
dividuals; II Baha'u'Uith's statement 
to Prof. Edward G. Browne is quoted 
in full; the Master's Tablet stating 
that arts, sciences and crafts are 
cotulted as worship is cited; and we 
find also an excerpt from Dr. EssIe
mont's book on harmony between 
religion and science. 

"Land of the Bible," a movie short, 
illustrates scenes in the Holy Land, 
including one of the Shrine of the 
Bab. 

The program of the International 
Dinner held by the American Over
seas Educators Organization in Port
land, Oregon, on July 5, 1956, shows 
that the invocation read at the dinner 
was 'Abdu'I~Baha's Prayer for Amer~ 
ica. Miss Violet Wuerfel, of the Ann 

Annual Rfdvin Garden Party held at the Baumgartner Nursery. Miami. Fla. There 
were 88 present, including BaJui'is from the IUiami area, visiting pioneers, nOD

Baha'i friends, and children. 
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Brame copies of '''Christ's Promise FuJfiUed" and "The Renewal of ClviUzatJon" 
ready for distribution to Distributing Libraries for the Blind. These volumes were 
prepared by the BaM~i Service for the Blind. There is al.J;:o a six-volume edition of 

"Gleanings from the Writings of Baba'u'llah" in their lending Ubra.ry. 

Arbor Baha'i Community, was elect
ed the first President of AOEO. 

Bergen (N.J.) Evening Record, 
Week-end Magazine Section, July 14, 
1956, devoted an entire page to an 
exposition of the Faith by Curtis D. 
Kelsey, of the Teaneck Baha'i Public 
Relations Committee. The statement 
was illustrated with a photograph of 
the Master, one of the House of Wor
ship, and one of the Shrine of the Bab. 
Mr. Kelsey summarized the aims and 
teachlngs of the Faith under four
teen interesting heads. 

The Cedar Rapids Gazette, Sunday, 
July 22, carried an illustrated feature 
interview with Richmond Bawnah, 
a Gold Coast student who has left 
Cedar Rapids to serve his people as 
instructor in pharmacy at Kumasi 
Coliege of Technology in the Gold 
Coast. 

"A serious-minded youth, Rich be
came a member of the Baha 'j Faith 
before leaving Cedar Rapids. He be
came interested in the religion, which 
describes itself as espousing world 
unity and encompassing all faiths, 
when he was in Denver in the sum
mer of 1953." 

Baha'is will recall Norman Cousins 
as one of the guest speakers on the 
programs of public meetings con
ducted during the Intercontinental 
Teaching Conference held in Chicago 

in observance of the Centenary of 
the Birth of the Mission of Baha
'u'Uah. As Editor of The SatuTday 
Review, New York, he has written 
a truly enlightening and inspiring 
Editorial in the August 4 issue, en
titled "Think of a Man." Briefly, he 
appeals to the individual to become 
aware of the real meaning of the 
dangers of H-bomb warfare, and to 
assert his innate but undeveloped 
passion for justice and world order. 
At the climax of this challenging ap
peal the author invites the individuals 
to think about' the great spiritual 
leaders in human history-"about the 
prophets of the Old Testament" ... 
the I'purity, simplicity, and grandeur 
of ... Jesus" ... "About Baha
'u'llah and his effort to provide a 
basis for spiritual and social unity 
among all men." 

J. A. Rogers, writing of his im
pressions of the French people as 
compared to American, on the edi
torial page of the Pittsburgh Courier, 
July 14, 1956, emphasized the strong 
reaction of the French to the status 
of Negroes in America. Mter listen
ing to one Frenchman he 'Itold him 
that I know societies in America like 
the Baha'is, the Ethical Culture, the 
Riverside Church, and others, who 
are a hundred per cent against in
justice based on color ... " 

BAHA'iS ACTIVE 
IN INDIAN CLUB 

SEPTEMBER ltU 

In Sioux Falls, S, Dak., an Indian 
Club was formed by a local Indian 
1a st Spring. Five of the Sioux Falls 
Baha'is joined the club to increase 
their contacts with the Indians. 

One Baha'i was elected Secretary 
of the club, and another was appoint
ed to the Welfare Committee. 

Some of the club meetings have 
been held at the Baha'i Center, which 
has given some 20 Sioux Indians the 
opportunity to see a picture of the 
Baha'i House of Worship, a picture 
of 'Abdu'I.Baha, and the words 
"Baha'i World Faith" for the first 
time. One of the members of the 
club is now attending a fireside given 
by a local Baha'i. 

AMERICAN INDIAN NEWS 
The American Indian Service Com

mittee appeals to the Baha'i with the 
desire for pioneering deep in his 
heart, to consider the yet unfilled 
post on the Omaha Indian Reserva
tion at Macy, Neb. Rebuilding this 
first American Indian Baha'i com
munity offers perhaps the greatest 
challenge to pioneering in this coun
try today. 

In and around Macy are employ· 
ment possibilities for school teach
ers, farmers, veterinarians, nurses, 
dentists, and doctors. Opportunities 
for selfless Baha'i service are un
limited. Those whose hearts are 
turned toward pioneering, without 
stint of time or dedication, are in
vited to write to the American In
dian Service Committee for further 
information. 

Nelson Green, a Makah Indian 
youth aged 19 from N eah Bay, 
Wash., was given a week's scholar
ship to attend the Baha'i School at 
Geyserville, Calif. The scholarship, 
provided by the Northwest Area 
Teaching Committee, is a wonderful 
way to not only support our Baha'i 
Schools, but also to make real con
tact with our American Indian 
friends, 

A second Baha'i has joined in the 
pioneering effort at Devil's Lake In
dian Reservation, Fort Totten, N. 
Dak. Among the group are the first 
dec1ared Indian believers there, Mrs. 
Margaret Brown and Mrs. Mary 
Louise Swift Eagle. Children and 
adult classes have been established. 
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NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

A 25 minute interview of the 
HHomemakers' Club" program, con
ducted by Alma John on Radio Sta
tion WWRL in New York City, was 
given over to questions and answers 
on the Baha'i Faith_ Edward 
Schlesinger of New York and Curtis 
Kelsey of Teaneck, N. J., th e Baha'is 
interviewed, gave an excellent pre
sentation of the Faith. Miss John has 
requested Baha'i presentations on 
her program for the next 13 weeks, 
to begin shortly. 

The Flint, Mich., Baha'i commun
ity sponsored a series of three radio 
broadcasts of 15 minutes each over 
Radio Station WBBC in observance 
of the 25th anniversary of the Lou
helen Baha'i SchooL Harlan Ober 
spoke on the Baha'i Faith on July 17, 
Stanwood Cobb spoke on "The Mean
ing of Life" on July 31. and a third 
broadcast was scheduled for Au
gust 7. 

A series of firesides in Kapaa, 
Kauai. T. H.p are being conducted 
by the pioneers there as a follow-up 
to the recent visit of Auxiliary Board 
Member Florence Mayberry. Seven 
interested contacts have attended. 

The Los Angeles, Calif., Baha'i As
sembly has appointed a Proclama
tion Committee to develop outstand
ing regular month1y public meetings, 
in place of the form er weekly Sun
day afternoon meetings. The first 
Proclamation Meeting was held Au
gust 24. 

San Francisco, Calif., area Baha'is 
heard two pioneers of Swaziland. 
Africa, tell of their experiences in 
a talk at the San Francisco Baha'i 
Center on June 26. 

The Anchorage, Alaska, Baha'i As
sembly sponsored a public meeting 
at the ~al'iratu'l-Quds on June 20. 
Mrs. Robert Atwood, wife of the edi
tor of the AnchoTage Daily Times, 
spoke of ber recent trip to the Middle 
East with a group of newspaper edi
tors. She told of the struggle for 
nationalism, and the problems peo
ple of various religious faiths face 
in breaking away from old tradi
tions and finding their way in the 
modern world. 

A public meeting in observance of 
the Martyrdom of the Bab was given 
by the Anchorage. Alaska, Recording 
District Baha'i Assembly on the eve
ning of July 9 at the Anchorage 
~a:pratu'I-Quds. 

WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 

Fourth Yeollr - 1956 - 1957 

Annual Budget ......... $500,000.00 

Total Requirements 
May 1 to August 15 

Total Contributions 
May 1 to August 15 

145,6()0.00 

103,000.00 

-NATIO;:.;rAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

AREA NEWS BULLETINS 

The first Iowa Teaching Institute 
was held at Scattergood Quaker 
Farm School near Iowa City. Iowa, 
on June 30 and July I, the ATea But-
~etin for the Central States reports. 

A Baha'i International Club has 
been formed at Delaware State Col· 
lege, Dover, by two local Baha'is. 
The Area Bulletin for the Central 
Atlantic States reports that the first 
program featured an exchange stu
dent from New Zealand, who enter
tained with stories, songs, and dances 
of his homeland. 

The Area BuHetin for the South 
AUantic States lists locations for the 
first in a series of Area Conferences 
held on July 29: North Augusta. S.C., 
Atlanta, Ga,. and Miami, Daytona 
Beach, and Tampa, Fla. An open 
air meeting, combining a boxMlunch 
picnic and conference, was planned. 

A Youth Teaching picnic was held 
at Princeton, N. J., on July 22, with 
outdoor activities in the morning, and 
a discussion program in the after
noon. The Area Youth Committee 
sponsored this meeting, the ATe a Bul
letin for the North Atlantic States 
relates. 

The Rocky Mountain States ATea 
Bulletin states that a Sunday Chil
dren's Class has been established in 
Roswell, N. Mex. 

BAHA'I HOUSE OF WORSHIP 
Visiting Hours 

Weekdays: 
10:30 A.M.-4:30 P.M. 
7:00 P.M.-9:00 P.M. 

Sundays and Holidays: 
10:30 A.M.-9:00 P.M. 
(Auditorium only will be open in 
the evenings) 

Service of Worship 
Sunday at 3:30 P.M., lasting until 
4:15. 

, , 
BAHA'I 

IP~'LI5 HI NG TR U 5T 

The Religion of Mankind 
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Horace Holley. The essays and 
talks in this book are selected from 
the work, during half a century, of 
a Baha'i who has served for more 
than thirty years as secretary of the 
National Spiritual Assembly, and in 
recent years as a Hand of the Cause. 
The book deals with many aspects of 
the Baha'i Faith and the application 
of its principles as a solution to mod
ern man's dilemma, both individual 
and collective. One never-to-be-for
gotten chapter of the book deals with 
the author's privilege of meeting 
'Abdu'l-Baha in Europe. 

The Religion of Mankind is ex
cellent for presentation to libraries 
and to all interested seekers as well 
as for each personal Baha'i library. 
248 pp. (Ronald). c,oth ... $3.00 

A vaila hIe from 
BAM'i PUBUSHING TRUST 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 

Pan of the display of Baba'j literature 
at the Los Angeles Baba'i Cerue-r, where 
books aDd pamphlets are available to 

the eommUJtJty. 
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FEASTS 
September 8---'Izzat (Might) 
September 27-Ma.wiyyat (WilD 

PROClAMATION DAY 

September 23--to proclaim America's 
spiritual mission; to observe the anni
versary of the Faith's introduction to 
America. 

NAnoN AL SPIRITUAL 

AsSEMBLY MEETINC 

August 31, September 1. 2, 3 
October 12, 13, 14 

Helena, Montana: Miss Jean Stalnaker to 
Mr. Robert J. Gagnon on June 22. 1956. 

Albuquerque, New Mexico: Miss Bar
bara Anne Kev to Mr. Don Hawley. 
on June 29, 1956. 

Columbus, Ohio: Mrs. Bertha Harman 
to Mr. Frederick L. Morey on June 17, 
1956. 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Miss Phylliss 
Creager to Mr. James Doherty on July 
19, 1956. 

National Bah .. ', Addresse. 

NATIONAL BAHA'i ADMINISTRATIVE 

HEADQu~s: 

536 Sheridan 
llUnois. 

Road, Wilmette, 

NATIONAL TREAsURER: 

112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
illinois. 

Make checks Payable to: 
National Baha'i Fund 

Bw'i PUBLISHING TRUST: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

BAHA'I NEWS; 

Editorial Office: 
110 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Dlinois 

Subscription and 
cbange of address: 

112 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Illinois 

BAHA'i DIRECTORY CHANGES 

Maine 

SEPTEMBER 1956 

Mrs. Mary Williams Ols:::n 
Seattle, Washington 
May 2, 1956 

Mrs. Lucy B. Mallory 
Ypsilanti, Michigan 
June 6, 1956 

Mrs. Caroline Keller 
Orlando, Florida 
June 9, 1956 

Mrs. Lillian Kasse 
New York, New York 
July, 195e 

Mr. Henry W. Davis 
Washington, Dist. of Columbia 
July 10, 1956 

Miss Mary E. Isham 
Wilbraham, Massachusetts 
July 16, 1956 

Mrs. Virgie Vale Preston 
Washington. Dist. of Columbia 
July 27, 1956 

Mrs. Bene Costanten 
North HoUvwood, California 
July 29, 1956 

Mrs. Emily Carter Gillette 
North Pembroke, Massachusetts 
July :ro, 1956 

ASSEMBLY SlrRETA.Rll!:S 

Alabama 
Eliot: Mrs. Charlotte E. Milden, Rural Route 1, Main Street 

Birmingham: Mrs. Rose Terry Brown, 986 North First 
Street, Z 4 

Alaska 
Fairbanks: Mrs. Kathy Rodgers, P,O. Box 1659 

Arizona 
Yuma: Mrs. Lucy Belle Anderson, 2154 Sixth Avenue 

California (South) 
National City: Mrs, Irma Haukedabl, 1747 E. 24th St. 

Illinoi. (North) 
Batavia: Mrs. Chester R. Oleson, 420 Delia Street 

Iowa 
Davenport: Miss Ethel W. Meyer, PSC Box 632 

Minnesota 
Minneapolis: Miss Sina O. Olsen, 123 S. 11th St., Apt. 401 

Montana 
Helena: Mr. Robert J. Gagnon, 860 5th Avenue 

Nebraska 
Omaha: Mrs. Sydna Moore, 3114 Miami 

North Carolina 
Greensboro: Miss Zoe Meyer, 309 S. Trenton Dr. 

Pennsylvania 
Pittsburgh: Mrs. Jean Minney, BOO Southern Avenue, Z 11 

Wyoming 
Laramie: Mrs. Solveig Velle Corbit, Sec. pro tern., 815 Ivinson 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities 01 the Baha'i World Community 

Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies ot' 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands, Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the month 
preceding the date 01 issue for which it is intended. 

BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1956-57: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Misil 
Charlotte Linfoot, Mr. Richard C, Thomas. 

Editorial Oflice~ 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U,S.A. 
Change 01 address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Dlinois, U.S.A. 
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Mirza 'Ali-M\1l:Iammad, known as the Bab, was born 
in Sbfraz, fran, on October 20, 1819, scion of a house re
nowned for its nobility which traced its origin to Mu~ 
l).ammad Himself. 

At the age of twenty five He declared His twofold 
Mission as an independent Manifestation of God and 
Herald of One greater than Himself, Who would in
augurate a new and unprecedented era in the re igious 
history of mankind. 

the Spot" 
Six years later He was publicly martyred at Tabriz, 

iran. His body was recovered by His disciples~ COD

cealed for many years, and finally transported to Haifa. 

In 1909 'Abdu'l-Baha deposited those remains within 
the vault of the Mausoleum he himself had erected for 
the Bab. Ever since that time, countless followers of the 
Baha'i Faith have made the pHgrimage to this sacred 
spot. 

The Shrine of the Bab on Mt. Carmel. Beyond the Shrine Ues the city of Haifa. the harbor, the Bay of 'Akka. and the 
hIlls of Lebanon. 
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''AbDve All, the ParamDunt Duty" 
In a letter dated August 18, 1949, published in BAHA'i 

News of the following October, the beloved Guardian 
emphasized the obligation of the American believers to 
prepare the Baha'is of Latin America for the formation 
of their National Assemblies. Shoghi EffendPs statement 
presents the "paramount duty" every Baha'i must 
carry out in teaching new souls, in strengthening com
munities and groups, or in preparing himself for a use
ful Baha'i life. 

·'Above all," the Guardian wrote, lithe paramount 
duty" is: 

1. To deepen the spiritual life. 
2. To enlighten the mind regarding the essential 

verities enshrined in the Faith. 
3. Its fundamental institutions. 
4. Its history and genesis - the twin Covenants of 

Baha'u'Ili3.h and 'Abdu'l-Baha. 
5. The present Administrative Order. 
6. The future World Order. 
7. The Laws of the Most Holy Book. 
8. The inseparable institutions of the Guardianship 

and of the Universal House of Justice. 
9. The salient events of the Heroic and Formative 

Ages of the Faith. 
10. Its relationship with the Dispensations that have 

preceded it. 
11. Its attitude toward the social or political organiza

tions by which it is surrounded. 

Here, then, is a definite goal for the teacher and also 
the student. 

Can each of us conscientiously say that he has already 
acquired this knowledge, and deepened his spiritual 
life? If not, where are we to turn for the necessary in
formation? The Guardian has certainly not set forth a 
goal impossible for any Baha'i to attain. The references 
are all in the readily accessible literature of the Faith: 
God Passes By, the Master's Will and Testament, The 
WOTld OrdeT of Bahci'u'llcih, Gleanings from the Writ
ings of Baha'u'U6h, BahcFi World Faith. In the indexes 
of these works any believer can find the passages which 
provide the enlightenment it is our "paramount duty" 
to possess and to sha re. 

In that same message the Guardian wrote: "The As
semblies of the North American Continent, constituting 
the base for the gigantic operation destined to warm 
and illuminate, under American Baha'i Auspices, the 
five continents of the globe, must, at no time and under 
no circumstance, be allowed to diminish in number or 

OCTOBER 1956 

decline in strength and in influenC€. . . . The groups 
and isolated centers so painstakingly formed_ and estab
lished, must ... be maintained, fostered and if pos
sible multiplied." 

In this passage we perceive the vital necessity of 
attaining a sound understanding of the Baha'i Message 
- for the Baha 'j life is not the enhancement of per
sonality. but the spreading of the Faith. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Gleanings from the Convention 

The National Budget-a Spiritual Obligation 
"Dear Friends, I think that after this very fine presen

tation of the subject of the budget by the Treasurer and 
the many remarks made, we all realize that our annual 
budget does not begin in a Treasurer's mind. We live in 
a Faith where the Master and now the Guardian has 
designated certain progressive tasks. Upon the Ameri
can Baha'is particularly, great burdens have been laid 
from above, representing the spiritual concept of our 
collective capacities. Now, it becomes necessary to 
translate those spiritual obligations into material terms 
and that is all the budget really is. But when the Master 
or the Guardian. inspired by Baha'u'llah, lays upon us 
a col1ective task, that represents our sum-total capacity 
as a National Baha'i body. But no one goes around and 
says, ~Your share of that collective task is so much.' 
That is where the individual enters, through his sense 
of participation, through his love for the Cause, and 
determines his share for himself. And, apropos of that. 
let me remind you that in the Sacred Writings on more 
than one occasion it has been said that all wealth is 
God's and that what we have is given us to use as 
trustees for God and that we will be called to account 
on the last day for our individual trusteeships. 

"Now, that is not old fundamentalism and trying to 
scare you with the fires of hell; it is a calm statement 
which is verified in the Baha'i Writings. So let us try 
to enlarge our realization of the great work that the 
Cause is doing for humanity. We are trying to save 
mankind from destruction and the means and agencies 
for so doing to bring about this result have been re
vealed to us and we have been given the privilege of 
establishing them and maintaining them. So the budget? 
from first to last, is a spiritual rather than a material 
obligation.)1 

Statement by Horace Ho!!ey at the Forty-Eighth An
nual Convention during a discussion on the National 
Budget. 
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ASSEMBLY ANNOUNCES 
NATIONAL TEACHING PLANS 

The Guardian!s sublime Message, 
published as an insert in Septem
ber BAHA'i NEWS, directed the rays 
of the Holy Spirit into the hearts 
of all American Baha'is. 

Teaching is primarily an expres
sion of a believer's love for 

Baha'u'llith. Secondarily, teaching in
volves unified action under the di~ 
rectian of Baha'i institutions. With
out the passion to serve the Faith, 
general teaching plans would be 
empty formulas; without unity and 
coordination for achievement of def~ 
inite goals, the individual passion 
to serve would fail to fulfil its noble 
possibilities. 

Therefore the National Spiritual 
Assembly fully sponsors and co
operates to the utmost in the gen
eral plans adopted by the National 
Teaching Committee, and reinforces 
these plans with projects of its 
own. 

The supreme effort this year is 
to initiate and sustain a nationwide 
program of traveling teachers-a 
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program intended to bring assist
ance and inspiration to local As
semblies and groups. This plan will 
make effective use of all those 
Baha'is who can devote up to a 
month on circuit teaching, and also 
those believers who are free to offer 
their services for weekend trips. 

The details will be issued by the 
National Teaching Committee, and 
the National Spiritual AssemblY 
urges whole-hearted response by in
dividual teachers, local assemblies 
and the groups included in the teach
ing schedule, 

As the body is maintained in 
health and strength by the circula
tion of blood through arteries and 
veins, by the purity of the heart. 
and by consecr auon of mind and 
will, so the great body of the Bahit'i 
Community I to realize its latent 
vigor and power, calls for the circu
la tion of tea chers through all parts 
of its organism. The plan is natural 
and inevitable. What makes it so 
vital now is its timing-its adoption 
in the hour of our greatest need 
on the homeiront, and at the moment 
when the Guardian's Message gen· 
erates the passion to serve the Faith 
of God. 

During August the National Spir
itual Assembly addressed a letter 
to every Baha'i group appealing for 
strong and active local teaching pro
grams and offering constructive sug· 
gestions. As this letter stated, the 
groups are the seed-bed of the Ad
ministrative Order, revealing where 
the next generation of Assemblies 
may be expected to arise. 

Do the friends realize that there 
are groups of from two to eight 
Baha'is in 681 different localities? 
Here is a tremendous source of 
growth which must be utilized in 
order to establish the Faith impreg
nably in United States. 

The nationwide teaching plan also 
includes observance of the Special 
Events spread throughout the year, 
and the holding of teaching in
stitutes at periodic intervals. 

The tide is at the flood, favoring 
winds blow strong! Let us raise the 
anchor, unfurl the sails and dare the 
great sea of human materialism and 
unbelief beyond which the King
dom awaits. 

-NATIONAL SPlRlTUAL ASSEIVIBLY 

Asia 

FIRST SOUTH EAST ASIA 

TEACHING CONFERENCE 

HELD IN DJAKARTA 

From August 15 to 18, 1956. the 
Baha'is of Djakarta, Indonesia, were 
hosts to an historical teaching con
ference, the first of its kind in South 
East Asia. It was called by the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of India, 
Pakistan and Burma, and was spon
sored jOintly by the Regional Teach
ing and Assembly Development 
Committee of South East Asia and 
the local Spiritual Assembly of 
Djakarta. Its primary purpose was 
to plan for the exp ansion of the 
Faith throughout South East Asia 
and to prepare for the Regional 
National Spiritual Assembly to be 
elected in April 1957. 

Several days before the opening 
of the conference Baha'is converged 
upon Dj akarta from Vietnam, Suma
tra, Java) Celebese, Molucca, Bali, 
Borneo, Mentawei, Malaya, Saigon, 
and iran, and there were many joy
ous reunions. The climax of the 
pre-conference events was the ar· 
rival of Mr. :sb-u'a'ullah 'Alci'i, 

3 

revered Hand of the Cause of God 
in Asia, who came at the express 
request of the Guardian. 

Informal meetings were held in 
the I:Ja:firatu'I-Quds several evenings 
before the formal sessions began, 
not only to become better acquainted 
and to renew old friendships, but 
also to meet with the local Spiritual 
Assembly, the Regional Teaching 
and Development Committee, and 
to select a temporary chairman in 
the event that Mr. E. Bakhtiari, 
President of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of India, Pakistan and 
Burma, did not arrive in time for 
the opening of the conference. Mr. 
A. Samimi, Chairmen of the Dj ak· 
arta Assembly, was selected for this 
function, and Mr. K. Payman of 
Djakarta was appointed official 
translator for the three languages 
which were to be used - Indonesian, 
Persian and English. 

Distinguished Visitors 

Besides Mr. 'Ala'i and Mr. Bakhti
ari, the distinguished visitors in
cluded Mr. A. A. Butt. Secretary of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
India, Pakist;9,n and Burma, and Mr. 
H. Collis Featherstone, Chairman of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Australia and New Zealand, both of 
whom are members of the Auxiliary 
Board in Asia. Mr, Carl Scherer, 
Baha'i pioneer in Macao, another 

BaM'is attending the South East Asia Teaching Conference at Djarkar1ia. lndonesfa~ 
A.ugust 15-18 1956. Seated beneath the plaque of the Greatest Name is Shu'a'u'nib 

'Ala.'i, Hand of the Cause. 
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Mr. Scherer, Mr. Fea.iherstone, Mrs. Shir1n Fozdar. and Shu'a.!u'llih 'Abi'i. Hand of the Cause. Mr. Payman. Mr. 
Dr. Khamst. SamimI, and Dr. J amshed Fozdar. 

Auxiliary Board member, was also 
present. 

Unfortunately delegates from Ti
mor, Laos, Thailand, and Brunei 
were refused visas and therefore 
could not be present. Though not rep
resented in person, the secretary of 
the RTADC reported on the progress 
of the F ai th in those countries. 

The conference opened at nine 
o'clock, the morning of August 15, 
with prayers in three languages, in
cluding beautiful chanting in Persian 
by Mr. ~AHl'i, in Indonesian by Mr. 
Sjamsuri, and a prayer in English 
by Mr. Featherstone. The first busi
ness was the election of a conference 
secretary. Dr. Jamshed Fozdar was 
the delegates' choice. 

Greeting. from the Hand. 

Mr_ 'AHl'i presented greetings from 
the Hands of the Cause in fran and 
from the National Spiritual Assem
bly of that country_ This was followed 
by introductions of Mr. Featherstone 
and Mr. Scherer. Mr _ Featherstone 
conveyed the greetings and love 
from Mrs_ Clara Dunn, Hand of the 
Cause in Australia and New Zealand, 
and Mr_ Scherer brought greetings 
from the friends in Macao, Formosa, 
Hongkong, and from the National 
Spiritual Assembly and Asia Teach
ing Committee of the United States. 

A cablegram to the beloved Guard
ian was the first official action of the 
conference and his reply was eagerly 
awaited_ 

The roll call indicated that there 
were forty-six delegates_ These in
cluded five Indonesians, one Austral
ian, two Americans, and the balance 
were Persian pioneers_ 

The discussions and talks by the 
pioneers expressed and emphasized 
the great determination and the 
steadfastness which characterizes 
their efforts_ The sacrifices many 
are making by living in these primi
tive areas, lacking in even simple 
comforts and conveniences, proves 
their zeal and their devotion to the 
Guardian as well as their dedication 
to the tasks of the World Crusade. 

Much of the success of the confer
ence was due to the skillful manner 
in which the capable and dignified 
chairman, Mr_ A. Samimi, guided the 
program_ Mr. K_ Payman, one of the 
first pioneers to reach and settle in 
Indonesia, contributed a very warm 
and charming personality to the dif
ficult work of translating all talks, 
discussions, questions and answers 
into the three languages used. Dr_ 
Jamshed Fozdar, the secretary, also 
made valuable contributions to the 
success of the meetings, and all were 
impressed by his clear, concise state
ment of the goals achieved and 
others still to be won in the World 
Crusade in South East Asia_ 

Account of Pilgrimage 

Mr. A. A. Butt, secretary of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of India, 
Pakistan and Burma, gave a thrill
ing, interesting account of his meet
ings with the beloved Guardian dur
ing his pilgrimage to Haifa_ Mr. 
Bakhtiari expressed his views on the 
problems of teaching in this area, 
and other talks were given by Mr. 
John Fozdar, Mr_ Featherstone, Mrs. 
Shirin Fozdar, and Mr. Scherer on 
subjects assigned to them in advance 
of the conference_ Everyone p artici-

pated in the discussions. The 
speeches made by the Indonesian 
friends concerning the needs of In
donesia and their personal experi
ences were very moving_ 

In his talk, Mr. Sjamsuri explained 
how to teach the Faith in Sumatra, 
one of the larger islands of this huge 
chain of hund reds of islands extend
ing for 2,000 miles from the eastern 
to the western ends, with a popula
tion of 80,000 people _ He particularly 
emphasized the great need for 
schools, libraries, hospitals, and 
medicines throughout this vast area_ 

Mr. R. Mohaj er outlined to the con
ference his carefully prepared plan 
for the expansion of Baha'i activities 
in Indonesia, and others made their 
recommendations for expansion in 
the other countries of the South East 
Pacific. 

Successes on Mentawei 

Most surprising and astonishing -
and confirming reports currently cir
cula ting throughout the area - was 
the news of the rapid acceptance of 
the Faith by the people of the Men
tawei Islands, a group of islands ly
ing west of Sumatra_ This news was 
confirmed by Dr. R. Mohajer and 
Mrs_ Iran Mohajer_ Here this valiant 
couple, Knights of Baha,'u'llith, have 
enrolled entire villages and have es
tablished three local Spiritual As
semblies and three groups, a total of 
six centers with over three hundred 
declared and enrolled believers, a to
tal of about one thousand believers 
throughout the entire island group, 
including the youth and children, 
Here was proof of the Guardian'S 
statements that the Islands of the 
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Pacific will see victories that will 
rival those achieved in Africa. 

Before the final evening session of 
the closing day t August 18, a special 
commemorative service was held fOT 

Mr. Aziz Samandari, a pioneer to 
Turkey. Many floral arrangements 
decorated the hall and prayers for 
the departed were read. Mr. Mohajer 
spoke briefly about Mr. Samandari 
and his services to the Faith. 

The closing speeches of the last 
evening were climaxed by an inspir
ing talk by Mr. S. 'Ala.'i, who not only 
summarized the results of this his
toric conference, but also the total 
accomplishments in the South East 
Pacific, where, he said, there are 510 
believers in 37 centers, and including 
eleven local Assemblies, of which 
eight are incorporated. He reported 
.that all the languages that are World 
Crusade goals have been translated 
and translations into additional lan
guages are proceeding. All the 
F,!a'1'iratu'l-Quds and Bahli'i endow· 
ments have been purchased, and 
plans have been formulated for the 
expansion of the Faith throughout 
the entire Asia area. 

Like the endings of all other con
ferences, there were reluctant, and 
tearful farewells, and the promise to 
meet again soon. Surely this promise 
will be fulfilled when delegates from 
all these areas will meet next April 
for the formation of the Regional Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of South 
East Asia. 

-CARL A. ScHERER 

SUMMER CONFERENCE 

HELD AT KWANGJU 
A Baha'i Summer Conference, pat

terned after the successful Winter 
Conference of last December, was 
held at Kwangju, Korea, on July 16-
20, 1956. An American Baha'i pioneer 
there has written a colorful descrip.
tion of the events. 

In the preparations for the Korea 
SUITImer conference every Baha'i en
dured real testS. The planning com
mi ttee fir st expected six P ersi ans 
from Japan plus at least one Ameri
can and possibly one Japanese. As 
the guest list dwindled, the commit
tee had to alter the program with 
allnost every day's mail. The Seoul 
friends were much perturbed by 

the constantly changing date set for 
the conference. And the two friends 
from Japan had enough delays and 
problems that they were exhausted 
even before their plane took off from 
Tokyo. 

Some of the Seoul friends who were 
awaiting the plane feared that they 
were about to witness two martyr
doms, since the airliner was obvi
ously in trouble in the fog and rain. 
For more than an hour the plane 
circled the field and after one un
successful try finally put down its 
wheels on solid pavement, generat
ing, no doubt, a chorus of sighs that 
must have been audible a long dis
tance. 

On Sunday, July 15, about eleven 
o'clock, William Smits appeared at 
the Center in Kwangju greatly fa
tigued. He appeared to be alone, but 
to everyone's astonished delight, lag
ging out-of-sight behind him, were 
Mr. Katirai and Mr. Moghbel, our 
Persian friends from Japan, along 
with Miss Webster, Miss Pang, and 
Dr. Oh, from Seoul. 

They all thought it a delirious sur
prise for us, for we had no notion as 

-~ 

to if or when they would finally come. 
Some had even begtul to voice their 
suspicions that no one would be com
ing after alL The guests had ridden 
all night without sleep nor had they 
had their breakfast, so that the cook 
was hurriedly summoned to get 
breakfast f-or them. Then we all con
fessed to each other the anxieties 
that we had been through. 

By and by they were served their 
meal and told to get ready for a 
press conference. (We in Kwangju 
had been trying to dream up possible 
excuses to give to the pressmen for 
the absence of the guests.) The cen
ter was a mad-house thereafter. Peo
ple were constantly dropping in; we 
had to compose and type a press 
release, get it translated and then 
mimeograph it all by 3:00 o'clock. 
In the meantime there were hosts' 
duties pressing and people never did 
stop coming, but they also stayed 
and stayed. Before order there was 
chaos. But somehow everything was 
done. 

For the press conference all of the 
visiting Baha'is summoned enough 
strength to be present, plus about 

A group of those attending the Rami.'i Summer Conference at Kwangju, Koreat 

July 16-2-0, 1956. before the ga.te to the school. 
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ten local Baha'is, two pressmen and 
one interpreter who is an English 
teacher at one of the local univer
sities. The newsmen, to everyone's 
surprise, mostly asked questions 
about the religion; they seemed to 
be careful to avoid the usual trite 
queries, Their stories later, though 
spiced with interesting inaccuracies, 
carried the spirit of the Faith sur
prisingly well. 

To all the Baha'is present we ex
plained that we would have no meet
ing that night so as to allow our 
completely exhausted guests time to 
rest. But such was not to be! From 
that time on the house was like a 
local market-place, crowded, noisy 
and busy. 

The Monday morning, July 16th, 
program served as a guide that kept 
us rolling: devotions at 9:45 a.m. 
after the registration; then two lec
tures; in the afternoon two more 
lectures plus an outdoor fireside led 
by Lecile Webster. The program it
self specified "uplifting lectures" at 
10:00 o'clock on such topics as "Spir
itual Heroes," "Impressions of Hai
fa, H "The Soul of Man," "The Glory 
of Islam, tt and "The Evolution of 
Man." 

Following this was a class on the 
I'Basic Teachings of the Faith lt each 

morning at eleven. Then in the after
noon, a class on Baha'i administra
tion \~laS held for the Baha'is only. 
At 4:30 p.m. a class on history was 
given. Originally, book-reviews were 
planned for 5:30 p.m., but the ex
tension of discussion after the pre
vious classes made this impracticaL 

Sticklers for rigidity would have 
been appalled at the abandon with 
which the program was modified al
most every day, But various causes 
seemed to necessitate this. 

On Monday evening a public meet
ing was held for adults. Attendance 
was surprisingly high. It included 
eight professors of Chonnam Univer
sity; three doctors from the Chon
nam Hospital; two graduates of Eiwa 
Women's University in Seoul, a rath
er _famous university; and hosts of 
graduate students and other people 
who were somehow or another at
tracted to come. The program was 
handled interestingly: Mr. Katirai, 
Mr. Moghbel, Miss Webster and Mr. 
Smits each gave short talks like a 
panel discussion; then the people 
were divided into two groups for con
venient discussion. Everyone felt that 
the Faith had been presented with 
dignity, forcefully and clearly. 
Everyone had a chance to ask ques
tions while refreshments were 

A total of over 100 people atteDded the Kwangju Baha.ti Summer CODference 
JuJy 16-2.0, 1956. 
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served-an absolute necessity in 
Korea. 

For the daytime meetings the at
tendance varied between twenty-five 
and forty, the Baha'is usually mak
ing up about two-thirds of the audi
ence. Other evening meetings were 
for students, with one evening for 
only the Baha'is which had to be 
moved to the home of one of the 
Baha'is, in order to insure privacy. 
This meeting was devoted to story 
telling, mostly from the Dawrr"..Break
ers. The last evening was a type of 
farewell party which in tone was 
probably the most spiritual of all 
the meetings. (Do Baha'is love fare
well parties!) 

Miss Webster and Dr. Oh had to 
leave the conference on Tuesday aft
ernoon but not before they had be
come thoroughly acquainted with the 
local Baha'is and had endeared 
themselves to all (Dr. Oh is, in
cidentally, a lady physician). 

Mention should be made that the 
Dean of the Law School of Cbonnam 
University and his faculty invited 
the guests and the writer to a splen
did Korean lunch at one of the down
town restaurants. It was a magnifi
cent display of hospitality. In return, 
Mr. Katirai and Mr. Moghbel in
vi ted them all to dinner at the Cen
ter on a following evening, an in
vitation the lawyers kindly accepted. 
Cordial relations with them had been 
established by David Earl when he 
came for the Winter Conference, and 
these meetings drew them nearer to 
the Faith. 

Another dinner was held for the 
editors of the Honam PTess and one 
of their friends, a high school prin
cipal. These gentlemen asked many 
questions about the Faith and they 
were shown a few slides of the Tem
ple and the Shrine of the Bab. Others 
were often invited to stay for one 
meal or another, including one other 
of the Chonnam faculty members, 
and a reporter from the Chonnam 
Press. 

All in all, it is estimated that at 
least 100 different people came for 
one or more of these sessions of the 
conference. Although most were stu
dents, yet we feel that the Faith in 
Kwangju is ever increasing its circle 
of friends as a result of this con
ference. Particularly the immense 
publicity secured and the reports that 
we get of its reception by thinking 
men and women of this province, in
dicate that tbe Faith moved out of 
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the initial stage of obscurity in this 
area as a direct result of this 
conference. 

The value of such "gatherings of 
the Faithful of God" cannot be reck
oned in terms of attendance, or pub
licity, or any such statistical meas
uring stick. It is in that immeasur
able quantity of inspiration and re
solve that their worth lies. And 
though unmeasurable, it is certainly 
evident. The friends went back to 
Seoul completely infused with a new 
appreciation of the Cause, just as 
the friends of Kwangju seem vastly 
more interested in doing the day
t<Kiay deeds that will determine 
eventual establishment of the Faith. 
Likewise, they all seem highly re
sponsive to the new awareness of 
their obligation to teach tbe Faith 
as well as to enjoy the new-found 
prestige that comes with being a 
part of a Faith that secured such 
glowing treatment from the local 
press. 

On Saturday morning, six days aft
er the beginning, all of the Assembly 
and several other members jour
neyed the five miles to the train 
station to say goodbye to the visi
tors-probably the first Persians in 
Korea in modern history. Some of 
the passengers were visibly shocked 
to see Koreans being embraced by 
foreigners-it doesntt happen be
tween even father and son here. But, 
as ODe of the Baha'is said to me 
later, "r felt empty when they left." 
At the same time some of us felt 
very full-full of that transcendent 
love that Baha'utllah bountifully be
stows upon his unworthy servants. 
Some were so full that the tears 
could not be held back, 

, 
-WILLIAM H. MAXWELl. 

WORK IN ASIA 
The Asia Teaching Commit· 

tee has information that jobs 
in Asia are available through 
certain government agencies 
for American citizens with 
training and experience in cer
tain technical fields. The com
mittee will be glad to furnish 
the names of these agencies on 
request. Address: Asia Teach
ing Committee, 112 Linden Ave
nue, Wilmette, Ill. 
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Regional National Haziratu'l-Qgds of the Baha'is of North 
East Africa in Cairo, Egypt. 

Western Hemisphere 

FIVE NEW ASSEMBLIES 

TO BE ElECTED RIDVAN 
The Western Hemisphere Teach

ing Committee continues to appeal 
for volunteers to pioneer in Alaska 
and Latin America. 

Those who a rise now will be 
participators in the giant steps to 
be taken next RiQ.van, when, in ac
cordance with the Guardian7 s in
structions, Alaska will elect its own 
National Spiritual Assembly t and 
Latin America will elect four region
al National Assemblies as an inter
mediate stage to the establishment 
-of a National Assembly in each 
individual country. 

Two of these will be in South 
America: one for the northern half 

of the country. and one for the 
southern half. 

Central America will have one 
regional National Assembly for the 
countries on the mainland, and one 
for the island countries. 

Teachers, Nurses Needed 

Word comes from the Alaska 
Teaching Committee that nurses can 
always find employment in Alaska. 
Also, there is a severe teacher short
age for the Territorial schools. For 
information on where to apply for 
a teaching position, contact the 
Western Hemisphere Teaching Com
mittee, Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin, 
Secretary, 73 College Road West, 
Princeton, N.J. 

For Latin America pioneering, 
teaching rem ains one of the best 
opportunities known to this Com
mittee. For skilled technical person-
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nel there are good opportunities 
through such agencies as the United 
Nations. 

Pioneer Letters 

Of special interest to American 
believers is the following pioneer 
letter. which demonstrates the 
startling rapidity with which the 
Faith seems to be spread in other 
countries. 

Hart Friedland, French Guinea 
Left Cayenne on July 21st by plane 

of the Brazilian Air Force. On ar~ 
riving in Macapa, located directly 
on the Equator and on one of the 
tributaries of the Amazon, the Cap
tain of the plane approached me, 
knowing that I was the only Amer~ 
ican on board. told of his recent 
visit to Baltimore, and invited me 
to ride with him to the hotel. There 
we sat outdoors waiting for supper. 
After explaining the nature of my 
visit, I let him read a booklet on 
the Faith. Soon a Major sat next to 
himt asking what he was reading. 
The Major recognized the word 
Baha'i and said that three years 
ago he had taken a lady from 
Rio to Bahia, who told him of the 
Baha'i Faith. That evening I loaned 
him a Portugese New Era, which 
a few days later he purchased. 

On arriving in Belem, all hotels 
were taken. Happily enough, our be~ 
loved Margot Worley from Bahia 
had been a trail~blazer, and had 10· 
cated a "pension". With this intro
duction I got the private living room. 
In the evening the second New ETa 
was loaned out; two weeks later 
sold. 

Next day I registered at the Amer
ican Consulate; the Consul asked 
about the nature of my visit, and 
knowing of the Faith and Temple, 
gave me about ten names. Four of 
them bought the New ETa, which 
led to the Theosophists, who invited 
me to a home. Selected passages of 
the New ETa on religious unity were 
read in Portuguese. We closed with 
reading of Prayer for All Nations 
by 'Abdu'I·Baha, after which four 
decided to buy the New ETa. 

The Chief of the Bureau of Im
migration took me to the Editor 
of one of the largest newspapers, 
resulting in a good write-up for the 
Cause, read by many. Three books 
were given to libraries. One lady 
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Spiritual Assembly of Palma de Mallorca., the first Assembly In 
the Balearic Islands, formed April 21, 1956. 

who bcught the New Era sa id she 
will buy all books on the Faith in 
Portuguese. A Professor of law who 
read the New Era said he would 
mention the book in his class on 
International Law. 

Altogether, twenty Portuguese and 
one English New Era have been 
sold; nine more are on loan with 
busy people. Hope to have found at 
least four who seem to be seriously 
interested. Thanks to Baha'u'Ilah, 
thanks to Margot Worley who initi
ated this journey, thanks to the 
Brazilian Teaching Committee who 
supplied the books, and thanks to a 
beautiful edition of the Portuguese 
New Era; there was much invisible 
aid. Hope to return there in Novem
ber. Thanks to the National Spiritual 
Assemb'y and your Committee who 
supplied the funds! 

Frank Snyder, Lanai City, T.H. 
When I a rri ved on July 3rd I did 

not know one soul; now I feel I 
have 2,000 friends. No Baha'is yet, 
but fine material. It is very lonely 
but Baha'u'Uah showers his blessing 
on me every day. 

At home the Lions Club always 
said they would' invite me to tell 
of my Baha'i experience, but never 
did. This morning I walked up to 
Richard Tamashira and said, 
"Richard, I'd like to tell your group 
about the Baha'i Faith. H With the 
most radiant smile you ever saw 
he said, "Certainly," and marked 
down the date, July 26, and I was 
most happy. 

Austr"Ij". New Zea/"ad 

ABORIGINE, MAORI 

COMMITTEES FORMED 
An Aborigine and a Maori Commit

tee have been appointed by the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Aus
tralia and New Zealand to initiate 
teaching of the Faith among the 
Aborigines of Australia and the 
Maoris of New Zealand, the Austral~ 
ian Baha'i BuUetin reports. 

Leroy Ioas, in a letter advising the 
National Assembly that the Guard
ian is anxious that constructive steps 
be taken in this direction, wrote, 
"The beloved Master has often re
ferred to the importance of the origi· 
nal inhabitants of a country being 
brought into the Faith, as the Cause 
of God will be the means of stimulat
ing and activating these peoples and 
the cause of their progress in so
ciety." 

FIRST AUSTRALIAN 

ASSEMBLY INCORPORATED 

Another historic milestone has 
been passed in Australia, with the in
corporation of the Spiritual Assem~ 
bly of Port Adelaide on August 10, 
1956. This is the first incorporated 
Assembly in Australia in a defined 
civic area. 
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Spiritual Assembly of the Baba'is of Alicabte, Spain. formed 
April 21, 1956. 

Brlfish Isles 

REPORT SUMMER 

TEACHING ACTIVITIES 

The Home Front, a news bulletin 
issued by the National Teaching 
Committee of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of the Brit
ish Isles, reports an active summer 
teaching schedule throughout their 
area: 

Baha'is from the South East Re
gion held a Teaching Co'nference in 
London on June 16,17. 

The same weekend Philip Hains
worth spoke at three meetings in 
Greater Manchester, two firesides 
and a Manchester public meeting. 

The Belfast AssemblY I joining with 
the new Northern Ireland Regional 
Teaching Committee, sponsored a 
Midsummer Symposium, centered 
around the theme "The New Era." 
Five public meetings were held from 
June 22 to 24. The following week, 
several firesides were held. 

The Birmingham Center was offi
cially opened and dedicated on June 
23, with a program of lively interest, 
and an air of charming hospitality. 

Nottingham has a new Center 
which is being used five times 
weekly. 

Ted Cardell and Philip Hainsworth, 
British pioneers in South West Africa 
and Uganda! have spent a busy sum
mer traveling around the islands, 
speaking in many places. 

CClnCldCl 

VARIETY MARKS SUMMER 

TEACHING WORK 

The Canadian Baha'i News lists the 
following teaching activities across 
Canada during the summer months: 

Mrs. Joy Hill Earl, a pioneer of 
Tokyo, Japan, visited the London, 
Ont., community. She spoke at a 
well-attended meeting on "Building 
Towards One World." A lively dis
cussion period followed the address. 

Mrs. Terah Cowart..smith of 
Rochester, N. Y., taught in the Ham
ilton-Dundas area. Firesides were 
held almost every night, and an in
teresting experiment on Group 
Prayer Therapy was carried out, 
showing the dynamic power of unity 
of thought and purpose. 

The Burlington Baha'i Children's 
fireside sponsored a "Children's 
Day" in the form of a picnic on July 
1. Seventy-seven attended, and en
joyed a program of races, swimming, 
and a puppet show. 

The Toronto community is now 
holding their Sunday evening meet
ings and Feasts at the J:Ia?iratu'l
Quds. 

Famous Players theaters across 
Canada have been showing the short· 
subject film titled "Land of the 
Bible," which includes views of 
Haifa, the Shrine of the Bab, and 
mention of the Faith. 

The Commemoration of the visit of 
'Abdu'l·Baha to Montreal was held in 
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the Maxwell Home there on Septem
ber 8. 

The Laurentian Baha'i School Com
mittee reports a successful session 
at Beaulac this year: successful be
cause of the fellowship engendered 
during the two weeks it was open, 
successful financially in that they 
were able to assure an adequate wa
ter supply for all future summer ses
sions through the purchase of a 
pumping system, and successful 
from the' teaching viewpoint. 

GermClny. AlIsfr;CI 

ESCHBORN TEMPLE SITE 

ACQUISITION BLOCKED 

Efforts to acquire title to the land 
of the projected Temple site at Esch
born have been unsuccessful to the 
present time, Baha'i Nachrichten, 
pUblication of the National SpiritnaJ 
Assembly of Germany and Austria) 
reports. 

The National Assembly is seeking 
further legal advice in order that no 
effort will be spared to strengthen 
the Baha'i position. A year's time 
has been consumed in the first two 
hearings, and it is evident that there 
is much opposition to the project. 
The Christian Church, both Catholic 
and Protestant, are definitely anti
Baha'i, and there is evidence that 
many people have been censured for 
having advised the Baha'i officials 
in their procedure. 

In the meantime progress con
tinues in drawing up plans for the 
Temple edifice. Nineteen sets of 
plans have been submitted to the 
Guardian for his selection. 

TEACHING CONFERENCE. 

SUMMER SCHOOL REPORTED 

A Teaching Conference was 
planned for Sept. 28 to Oct. 1 in the 
l;Ia"iratu'I-Quds at Frankfurt/Main. 
The three-fold program em braced 
the themes of "The Covenant," "The 
Ten Year Plan in its Third Phase,'~ 
and "Practical Teaching Work." 

Baha'i youth from Stuttgart, Karls
ruhe, Heidelberg, Frankfurt, and 
Esslingen, as well as guests from 
Norway, Denmark, and Switzerland, 
participated in the youth Summer 
School in Reichenbach-Odenwald on 
July 23-3l. Sessions were led by Doris 
Loh s e and Hanni Weber. 
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Splritua.l Assembly of ihe Baha.'is of Montevideo. Urupay, 
elected April 21. 1956. 

Central and East Africa 

NEW NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

ORGANIZES, BEGINS WORK 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

Central and East Africa, formed at 
Ri<;lvan this year at Kampala, Ugan· 
da, (BAHA'i NEWS, July issue) has 
published the first issue of its News
letter reporting the actions of the 
Assembly at the first two meetings. 

Officers of the National Assembly 
include Ali Nakbjavani, Chairman; 
Ariz Yazdi, Vice Chairman; Philip 
Hainsworth, Secretary; and Hassan 
Sabri, Treasurer, 

The first meeting in May included 
an inspiring consultation with Musa 
Ban'ml, Hand of the Cause of God 
in Africa, and deliberations on the 
goals for the new Assembly, on the 
establishment of a budget and a Na
tional Fund, on plans to convert the 
Kampala Center to a National I:Ia~i
ratu'l-Quds, and on a meeting sched
ule for the balance of the year. 

Afterward, the Assembly cabled 
the results of the meeting to the 
Guardian, and received the following 
reply: 

"Delighted action taken contribute 
£500 supplicating manifold bless
ings. SHOGHI. " 

At a later date the archives, fur
niture, and other materials of the 
Kampala headquarter s were handed 
over to the N a tiona! As sem bly, In
cluded in the archives was the pre
cious Robe of Baha'u'l!i'h. 

to divide the region into the main
land, with five territorial areas, each 
area having a Territorial Teaching 
Commiteee, and the three island 
groups of Zanzibar, Seychelles, and 
Comoro. 

Three national committees have 
been appointed, the Literature and 
Reviewing Committee, the Literature 
Production Committee, and the Book 
Stock Advisory Committee. 

Many local Spiritual Assemblies 
have sent notice of their formation 
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and eleeled officers to the National 
Assembly. and recognition is being 
sent to them. 

The ambitious work of this Assem
bly in their first two meetings holds 
great promise for rich accomplish
ments in the months to come. 

SDut" AmerIca 

ENDOWMENT SECURED 

IN ECUADOR 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

South America has announced the 
purchase of a plot of land for the 
national endowment of Ecuador. It is 
located beside Lake San Pablo, two 
kilometers from the city of OtavaIo} 
and is 3,254 square meters in area. 

Other Achievements 
Also revealed is the legal incorpor

ation of the Local Spiritual Assem
bly of Huancayo, Peru. A photograph 
of this Assembly was published in 
the August issue of BAHA'i Nsws. 

A second pamphlet in Quechua, one 
of the Indian languages used in Peru, 
Bolivia, and Ecuador, which is a 
translation of the pamphlet used by 
the British National Assembly for 
tr ansla tion into the African lan
guages, has now been published in 
Huancayo, Peru. 

On the subject of Regional De
velopment, the Assembly determined 

Spiritual Assembly of the Ba1ci.'is of Nawa.bsbah, PaJdstan, 
fOJ'med on AprU 21, 1956. 
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BAHA'IS VISIT 

NAVAJO, HOPI INDIANS 

The Navajo Story 

The land of the Navajo, largest of 
all American Indian tribes, is as 
varied as it is vast. Its brilliant can
yons, its desert stretches and pine 
covered mountains comprise an area 
as large as Massachussetts, Con
necticut, and New Hampshire com
bined, Here the Dineh (or the Peo
ple, as the Navajos call themselves) 
live isolated from the rest of the 
world and often from each other, 
since their hogans (dome-shaped 
earth houses) are not grouped into 
villages but are scattered about the 
reservation. 

They are farmers and sheep-herd
ers upon a beautiful but arid and 
sometimes unyielding land. It is said 
that the average Navajo earns about 
$100 a year , Yet they love their land. 
Their awareness of its beauty and 
the order in the war Id a bout them 
is reflected in the designs of their 
famous rugs and sandpaintings. 

Living among the Navajos in Ari
zona are two Baha'i pioneer famil
ies, the Amoz Gibsons at Pinon and 
the Hayward Campers at Indi an 
Wells. At the invitation of these pio
neers, and under_ the auspices of the 
American Indian Service Committee, 
Mrs. Meherangiz Munsiff of Wash
ington, D.C. (originally of Bombay, 
India) spent part of July and August 
on the reservation, assisting in the 
teaching work already so well begun. 

On one evening in early August in 
the little village of Pinon, a meeting 
was held in the Amoz Gibson's 
home. A group of N a vaj os who 
speak English, with several chil
dren, arrived first to meet the guest, 
whose native East Indian dress at
tracted them, and whose loving 
greeting warmed their hearts. As a 
number of white people including a 
few of the missionaries arrived, the 
Navajos crowded together in a cor
ner. 

For a few unhappy moments the 
new arrivals spoke of the Navajos 
as though they were not there, com
menting on their lack of intelligence 

and unwillingness to be taught. When 
it became apparent that these few 
had come to belittle the Indian peo
ple, both of the East and of the West 
their attention was called to the fact 
that the very disciples of Christ could 
not read or -write. To their attack On 
the backwardness of the people of 
India, Mrs. Munsiff countered with 
a reminder that the civilization of 
that country predated our own. 

The Navajos were delighted, and 
remained after the white visitors 
left, stating simply that Ifwe just 
want to stay". In a spirit of happi
ness and oneness a Baha'i study 
class began at midnight that very 
night. 

The Hopi Story 

The Hopi reservation of northern 
Arizona is small, completely sur
rounded by the Navajo. Upon its 
broad mesas, rising majestically 
from the vast desert below, rest an
cient villages where the Hopi people 
have lived since pre-Columbian days, 
and loving their land and preserving 
their customs and religious beliefs. 
The meeting of the Old and the New 
is the theme of this story. 

In early August, Meherangiz Mun
siff with Grace Dean, pioneer at 
Gallup, N. Mex. and Minnie Locke 
of Wyo., travelled onto the Hopi res
erva~ion. Stopping in one of the _ vil
lages, they learned of a conference 
called by the Chief at Hotevilla, on 
the most isolated of the Hopi mesas. 
From there had gone out a call for 
"men of good willI) to hear the plea 
of the Hopi people that their mesa 
farmland be preserved for them as 
holy land upon which they believe 
the Creator -placed them for a pur
pose. 

In order to talk with the Chief, the 
Baha'i travellers went on to Hote
villa. There the old Chief welcomed 
them to his simple adobe dwelling 
where, seated in a circle on the dirt 
fl-oor, the visitors took part in a re
markable conversation. Through his 
son as interpreter, the Chief told 
them the story of the origin of his 
people, of an ancient stone tablet 
preserved at Hotevilla which car
ries the precepts of the Hopi way of 
life, and of the hope held by his peo
ple that the day is fast approaching 
when they can deliver it into the 
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hands of the Massawa, the Great 
Spirit who was once in human form 
on this earth, and who promised he 
would return to lead his people. 

Mrs. Munsiff then spoke with COm
passion for the difficulties surround_ 
ing the Hopi, whose very name 
means "The Peaceful Ones". She 
told of the sufferings of Baha 'u 'lIah 
who was made to walk through the 
desert bareheaded and barefooted 
and who endured imprisonment for 
bringing His Message of Peace to 
mankind. 

There were tears in the old Chief's 
eyes as he listened to the story of 
the wrongs done to the Holy Ones of 
the Baha'i Faith. Meanwhile others 
came into the room and listened, 
quietly and attentively, to the telling 
of Baha'u'llah's message for all peo
ples and of the work of the Baha'is 
in fulfillment of the Hopi's. 

Through the hospitality of their 
new friends, the Baha'is were in
vited to talk with other Hopi leaders 
before leaving. Returning several 
days later for the Conference, they 
had occa sion to spe ak of the Faith 
during the meeting and to individ
uals later. Among those was a young 
interpreter who, after leaving the 
reservation for several years of col
lege and earnest study of the world's 
religions, had returned to his home
land to help keep. alive the Hopi be
lief in impending calamity and the 
Hopi vision of their Peaceful Way 
renewed. 

It was this young man who later 
confided to one of the pioneers that 
he had talked with the oldest Hopi 
chief about the message the Baha'is 
had brought, and that when he spoke 
the name, Baha'u'll8h, the old wise 
one had nodded, saying, "Of course. 
It is He to whom we have always 
been praying." 

This is only part of the story whose 
later chapters will be written In the 
deeds and devotion of these pioneers. 
May the Baha'is be moved to pray 
for the pioneers, for their beloved 
Indian friends, for the People, for 
the Peaceful Ones. 

-AMERICAN INDIAN 

SERVICE COM:MrITEE 

Mrs. Nancy Phillips, Secretary 
736 Encanto Drive, S.E, 

Phoenix, Arizona 
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About 80 miles north of San Francisco the land 
opens up into a wide valley framed on both sides by 
rolling hills and mountain bluffs, rich with farms, 
orchards, and vineyards. There it is, the entrance 
to the Geyserville Baha'i School. 

You tum in the drive bordered by beautiful flowers 
and shrubbery, and your eyes fall expectantly on 
Geyserville's most famous landmark - The Big 
Tree. It's a Douglas Fir. deceptive in its symmetry 
as it towers above the surrounding trees and build. 
ings. You look up and see that it comes to not one, 
but two points at the top. "Why. it's symbolic of 
the Twin Prophets of our Faith, or of the Twin 
Pillars of the Administrative Order," you think to 
yourself. 
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Later, you glance down under the Big Tree and 
see the Youth Class, heads still huddled in discus
sion, ignoring the class bell as usual. 

This is one of the most wonderful things you've 
noticed about G€yserville: the children and young 
people. You see all ages, colors, and all kinds of 
temperaments mixing in a spirit of love and happi
ness; you see them working, playing, and studying 
together with a common sense of purpose. You see 
tomorrow's pioneers, teachers, and administrators, 
and you're boundlessly thankful for them. 

That evening at the orientation meeting in Collins 
Hall the Program Director tells you a little of the 
history of the School, and then outlines some of the 
events and activities in store for you during the 
coming week. 

This year's theme is "Meeting the Challenge of 
the Baha'i Way of Life," Each day, except Sunday, 
you w;ll attend five classes, like this one, all relat· 
ing to this theme. 
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0/ Spiritual Strenglh and 2Jedication 
You are happy to hear of the scope these classes 

will take, for you have come to Geyserville for 
two reasons: first, to put into practice the Baha'i 
way of life. and second, to engage in intensive study 
of the teachings and history of the Baha'i World 
Faith, 

The next morning you are awakened by the quiet 
rustlings of your roommate. It's still dark outside, 
and you ask why they're up so early. 

uWe're going up to the Point for dawn prayers. 
Want to come?" Do you! You jump out of bed, dress 
in a hurry, and join the group outside as they climb 
the hill behind the School. 

Soon you come to a point that overlooks the valley 
below, and here you all sit in the early morning 
stillness, while the first streaks of dawn appear in 

the eastern sky. Each in turn reads one of his 
favorite prayers as the sun rises above the hills 
across the vaHey, 

The days rush together in prayer. study, and fel
lowship, all forming a continuous stream of har
monious activity. One Sunday remains bright in 
your memory, July 15, the day of the annual Unity 
Feast, You watch as over 450 Baha'is and their 
friends gather under the Big Tree. They have come 
from many parts of the world, and are united in 
a common purpose and aim - the establishment 
of the vital and binding principle, The Oneness of 
Mankind, You listen as pioneers from far-flung 
Crusade posts tell of their experiences, and as the 
day draws to a close you have a renewed realiza
tion of the organic unity of the Baha'i World Com-
munity. 
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You prepare to leave with deep 
emotion. It's hard to think of going 
away from this place with its spe~ 
cia! spirit and atmosphere, its as~ 
sociations and way of life; yet. you 
are spurred on to accomplish great
er things in service to your Faith, 
your strength and knowledge have 
been revitalized, there are chal
lenges to be met and goals to be 
won, and you a re anxious to pI ay 
your part in the dramatic spiritual 
drama that is taking place all over 
the world. 

As you leave, you turn for one 
last glimpse of the Big Tree, and 
its two towering pOints. Geyserville 
will always be a part of you now, 
and so you turn forward again and 
look at the road ahead. Your courage 
is undaunted, your dedication reso
lute, your faith unshakeable; you 
are taking a new place in the van
guard of Baha'u'IHLh's army_ There 
is work to be done! 

-VAL SAGE 
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GROUP COMBINES 

CAMPING, DEEPENING 
A novel idea for fellowship and 

study has been developed by the 
Bellingham, Wash., group with a two
day weekend camping trip and deep
ening in the Faith on August 25-26. 

Scene of the camping was Mt. 
Baker, at Heather Meadows Recrea
tion Area, about 60 miles northeast 
of Bellingham. Outdoor eating and 
sleeping was plalUled, amid beauti
ful mountam. scenery. 

The deepening classes concentrated 
on "The Power of the Covenant," 
and "The Covenant, Crux of Teach
ing." 

BAHA'iS ENTERTAIN 

MAKAH INDIANS 
Responding to the invitation of 

resident pioneers Madelle and Fos
ter Mudd, who live on the Makah 
Reservation at Neah BaYI Wash., 
the Area Teaching Committee for 
the Northwestern States, with a few 
of the friends, made Neah Bay their 
destination for a July 1 weekend. 

Laden with sleeping bags and other 
paraphernalia for "roughing it," the 
Washington Baha'is met on Satur
day with a sizable group of Makah 
youth for fun, frolic, and refresh
ments. The get-acquainted party 
lasted until late evening, when some 
of the men retired to sleep on the 
beach with the Indian boys. 
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The next morning slides of the 
Temple were shown to the Makah 
youth groups, who were able to learn 
through architectural symbols the 
basis of Baha'i belief. Interest was 
concentrated, and one youth declared 
his intention of visiting the Tem'"p"l"e,----
this year. 

Sunday afternoon a delightful Sal
mon Bake, artfully prepared, brought 
out many carloads of local Makahs, 
insuring the success of an event 
planned by the youth. They plan 
to use the proceeds for current youth 
projects supervised by the Mudds, 
who work with the boy and girl 
youth groups ,at Neah Bay. 

The remainder of the afternoon 
was. given over to comradeship, pic
ture taking, and singing, the latter 
being highlighted by a vocal trio 
of Makah boys who, singing in close 
harmony, entertained generously. 

Youth Visit Geyserville 
The week following theATC visit, 

Nelson and Cecil, two youth, the for
mer a full-blooded Makah, the latter 
a member of the Clallam tribe, at
tended the first session at Geyser
ville with the Mudd family. 

Nelson, a youth leader who was 
the recipient of an ATC scholarship 
for his' week there, has placed his 
nalne first on the list at Geyserville 
which will enable him to attend 
all five sessions at the school next 
year. 

So much enthusiasm has been gen
erated over the first meeting at 
Neah Bay with the Makahs that an 
early follow-up to be climaxed by 
a public meeting in the local town 
hall is in the making. 

NATION-WIDE TEACHING 

OPPORTUNITY 
Adult Bible classes in Methodist 

Churches throughout the country are 
currently taking up four Hemerging 
religious groups" for study and dis ... 
cussion: The Pentacostalists, the 
Mormons, Christian Scientists, and 
the Baha'i Faith. Material for discus
sion is distributed in Atlult Student 
and in Adun Teacher, monthly publi
cations issued by The Methodist Pub
lishing House, Nashville, Tenn. 

It is of importance as well as in
terest to believers to note the main 
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points developed in these publica
tions expressing the official Metho
dist view of the Faith of Baha'u'Uah. 

1. The most important question in 
any study of the Baha'i Faith is 
whether Baha'u'Uilh was a true 
Prophet. 

2. The nine texts over the en trance 
portals of the House of Worship are 
cited in full. 

3. Baha'i history from the Bab to 
the Guardian is briefly summ arized. 

4. Baha'i beliefs give the impres
sion of contemporary importance. 

5. There is actually nothing new 
or revolutionary in the teachings of 
Baha'u'llah. 

6. The individual denominations 
must be perfected before we can 
hope to effect the larger kingdom of 
God. 

7. What has Christianity to offer to 
parallel or surpass the claims of the 
Baha'i movement? 

8. The Baha'i headquarters at Wil
mette, Illinois, will send free leaflets 
concerning their faith. 

9. As Moses was the prophet for 
his time, Christ for his, Mul).ammad 
for his, so Baha'u'llah is the prophet 
for this day! his followers claim. 

10. Scarcely a generation goes by 
without someone convincing many 
people that he is a prophet. Jesus 
predicted that false Christs and false 
prophets would arise. 

11. God Passes By, by Shoghi Ef
fendi, is mentioned as the most 
definitive study of Baha'i history 
from the Baha'i point of view. 

12. There is little doubt that 
Baha'u!llah was an impressive per
sonality of great wisdom and of sac
rificial devotion to his beliefs. 

13. One can scarcely find anything 
in the teachings of Baha'u'lliLh not al
ready in the Christian tradition. 

14. All Christians should be aware 
of the uniqueness of the Christian 
revelation. None denies that God has 
in a limited manner spoken through 
other faiths, but only in Christianity 
has he spoken through his Son. 

15. The Baha'i organization is po
tentially totalitarianism since leader
ship has passed to descendents of 
Baha 'u'llah. 

16. The Baha'i faith does not offer 
the redemption from sin offered by 
the Christian gospel. 

This information is brought to the 
attention of the believers for two rea-

sons. First, as one more evidence of 
the spiritual power of the Faith in 
challenging the traditional religions 
to examine its claims. The Baha'i 
Faith is publicized even when mis
understood and dismissed. Second, 
because the list of points no doubt 
represents the attitude of a large 
number of Protestants, and therefore 
each of us should study these points 
and then prepare ourselves to deal 
with them when encountered in pub
lic meetings or fireside groups. 

Since students attending these 
Bible classes are referred to God 
Passes By, one thing each commun
ity or group can do is to see that 
this work is available in the local 
library. 

BAHA'f IN THE NEWS 
The moving picture short, "Land 

of the Bible, It briefly mentioned last 
month t has been identified as dis
tributed by Twentieth Century-Fox 
in Canada and the United States. 
It runs eighteen minutes, includes 
two views of the Shrine of the Bab, 
and the narration refers to Haifa as 
the Headquarters of the Baha'i 
World Fait!>. 

Five musical compositions by 
Charles Duncan, American pioneer 
to Brunei, now in Bangkok, Thai
land, were included in the program 
rendered by the Bangkok Music 

. Group on July 30. Two of the five 
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were songs composed for Words of 
BahiL'u ·lhih. Mr. Duncan read the 
Baha'i text to the audience and ex
plained that it was taken from the 
Writings of Baha 'u'llah, Founder of 
the Baha'i Faith. 

The visit made to the Temple by 
the Burmese Ambassador, U Win, 
was noted in Wilmette Life, August 
16, 1956, and his photograph was 
published. 

During the recent Democratic 
Convention in Chicago, The Chicago 
Daily Tribu.ne ran a headline, "What 
To Do When You Are In Chicago,U 
with a listing of Museums, Concerts. 
Park Attractions, Sightseeing, Points 
of Interest, Inform a tion, and Sports. 
The Baha'i Temple was listed under 
"Points of Interest." 

Lift-"A Review of What's Right 
With the World," in January 1956 
published material on the subject 
of the changing status of women. 
In the course of the summary it 
is painted out that "women and 
men members of the Baha'i Faith 
enjoy equal rights and privileges 
as a fundamental principle of this 
world religion." 

An extensive tribute is paid to 
Tahirih-~~The Persian Joan of Arc_" 

The Downey News. published by 
patients of V.A. Hospital. Downey, 
Ill., presented in its August 1956 
number a description of a tour of the 
Baha'i House of Worship by twenty
six hospital patients . 

Some of the Babii.'is attending the A.laska. Teaching Cobference at the University 
of Alaska. Fairba.nks, reported in uBah3.'i News" for September. 
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Third Blue Ridge Conference 
Sets Attendance Record 

The third Blue Ridge Conference 
was again held at the YMCA Blue 
Ridge Assembly, N.C., near Ashe
ville, from the evening of August 
25th through the morning of August 
28th. Each year more of the friends 
and their Balta'i contacts have at
tended; the first year there were 75, 
and this ye ar that number had al
most doubled, with 140 attending. 
This was probably the largest Baha'i 
conference ever held in the South. 

There were in particular two new 
additions to the program, both of 
which added greatly to the joy, the 
inspiration, and the activity of the 
Conference. The National Baha'i 
Youth Committee sent representa
tives, and many other youth also 
attended, taking a very active part 
in all phases of the program, tmder 
the direction of Hamilton Niss. 

The maturity and vigor of these 
young Baha'is was an inspiration to 
all. Not only did they carry out 
faithfully and fully all the tasks as
signed them, such as conducting the 
program dedicated to a discussion 
of youth work locally and nationally, 
with Coral Varo speaking as official 
representative of the National Baha'i 
Youth Committee, the devotions on 
Monday morning, and a large part 
of the social activities, under the di
rection of Jack Davis, but they en
tered whole-heartedly into all the dis
cussions and classes conducted. 

The second innovation at Blue 
Ridge was a special program for 
children, very ably conducted by 
Mrs. Thelma Allison and Mrs. Hazel 
McCulla, assisted by Mrs. Ruth 
Meurer. While the adults held their 
morning and afternoon sessions, the 
children had their own classes, sep
arately, which they all not only en
joyed thoroughly, but from which 
they derived considerable knowl
edge and Baha'i experience. 

For the Conference as a whole, 
the two high spots of the children's 
activities came on Sunday after
noon, when Mrs. Margaret Gawan 
invited them to come into the main 
assembly hall to close her session 

on Consultation by singing the Baha'i 
children's song, nConsuItation means 
finding out what everybody is thiok
ing about," and on Tuesday morn
ing, when the children conducted the 
morning devotions, which were pre
ceded by the recording of a choral 
group singing "From the sweet· 
scented streams of Thine eternity". 
Knowing that the children's pro-
gram was planned, many more par
ents brought their children, this 
year. 

The over-all theme of the Confer
ence was "The Power of the Crea
tive Word". Three talks on 1) "Rec
ognition," 2) HRealization," and 3) 
"Manifestation of the Power of the 
Creative Word/' were given on the 
three successive mornings, by Louise 
Matthias, Winston Evans and John 
Inglis, respectively, ca rrying through 
from the individual spiritual re
a wakening or re-birth, to the prac
tical application in passing on to 
others the spiritual dynamic of the 
Word of God. 

Each talk was followed by ques
tions and discussion from the floor, 
which brought out many more ideas 
for teaching. All the other classes 
and discussions were also built 
around this idea, such as "Teaching 
Techniques," given by Mrs. Terah 
Cowart·Smith, and "Being an Inter
national Baha'i," by Mr. Eruch Mun
siff. 

The Interracial Committee, rep
resented by Mrs. 'Etta Woodlen, sent 
greetings to the Conference. Mrs. 
Woodlen set forth the aims of that 
Committee, as given by the National 
Spiritual Assembly, and told us 
some of the activities and aids they 
plan for this year. She preceded her 
talk with the tape recording of 
Dorothy Baker, speaking to the Ju
bilee Convention in 1953, concerning 
teaching among the Negroes and 
American Indians, as set forth to 
her by the Guardian, during her 
pilgrimage. She brought out the fol
lowing seven points. which still pro
vide an excellent guide for us in this 
and in all our teaching work. 1) 
Where are the largest population 

OCTOBER 195& 

centers? 2) List prominent leaders
have the right people meet them. 3) 
Visit those sections, to determine 
their receptivity to the Faith. 4) 
Send an Ali Nakhjavani to eat, sleep, 
and live with them. 5) Supply enough 
inspiring visiting teachers. 6) Sup
ply literature and helpful services. 
7) Set a goal immediately for as
sembly establishment, and work to
ward it constantly. 

One session, under the chairman
ship of Hubert Matthias, was set 
aside for suggestions from the floor 
for next year's Conference. These 
few days at Blue Ridge are truly a 
spiritual oasis for the friends who 
are isolated or come from a small 
group or commwrity. There~ we get 
fresh inspiration from the Creative 
Word t and strengthen our own unity 
in our as socia tion and consula tion 
with our fellow Baha'is. 

We were greatly blessed in hav
ing Paul Haney with us. He told us 
many things about current world
wide Baha'i activities, and projects 
presently under the direction of our 
American National Assembly. Even 
more vital, he keynoted the spirit 
with which we must work, and the 
ta sks we must achieve, reviewing 
the Guardian'S new message, a new 
letter from Ruhiyyih Khimum, and 
a letter from the Hands of the Cause 
in Israel, addressed to the Hands in 
America. 

He ended by saying, "Failure to 
achieve any particular phase of the 
Plan at its appointed time jeopar
dizes further achievement ... The 
entire Crusade will be jeopardized, 
if the home front is not re-vitalized, 
and the redemption of the world is 
also jeopardized . . . Baha'u'llah 
gave a Law to the nations. Its scope 
is far beyond that of any that came 
before. To ensure that it would be 
carried out, He gave the Covenant 
. . . The Guardian is the channel 
through whom the Will of God comes 
to the world today. The speed with 
which we respond to the tasks he 
gives determines the speed with 
which the World Order will be es
tablished ... The friends at home 
must display the same dedication 
as the pioneers ... Each one must 
be like a reed for the Holy Spirit." 

-LOUISE B. MATTIIIAS 



IAHA'. NEWS 
17 

National Youth, Area Teaching Conferences Held at Green Acre 

The National Baha'i Youth Com
mittee used the facilities of the 
Green Acre Baha'i School, Eliot, 
Maine, for aNa tional Youth Confer
ence on the opening weekend of the 
summer school season, June 30 and 
July 1, To the right are pictured the 
youth attending this meeting. 

convened to hear the chairmen of the 
groups give a resume of the meet
ings. 

On Saturday evening, Mrs. Kather
ine McLaughlin, member of the Aux
iliary Board of the American Hands 
of the Cause, shared a message from 
the Hands, and then discussed teach
ing problems on the"home front. 

The next day the theme was 
"Teaching on the Home Front," by 
George Spendlove. Workshops met a 
on the previous day. 

At the right is the group picture of 
all the Baha'is attendmg this Inter
Area Conference. 

I 
Ii 

I 

On August 25 and 26, the Area 
Teaching Committees of the North 
Atlantic States and the New England 
States jointly sponsored an Inter
Area Teaching Conference at Green 
Acre. Over 100: Baha'is attended. 

Mr, Matthew W. Bullock was the 
featured speaker on Saturday after
noon, August 25. His topic was i'Race 
Amity t" and following the talk the 
Conference divided into workshop 
groups like the one shown on the left, 
to discuss the subject. Later they re-
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NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

Mrs. Meherangiz MWlSiff. who 
visited the Navajo and Hopi Reser
vations this summer, made many 
stops along the way from Washing
ton, D. C. to Arizona and return. An 
elaborate itinerary was arranged by 
the various communities, Area Com
mittees, and the American National 
Teaching Committee, for teaching 
and public appearances. 

She and her daughter, Jyoti, made 
stops westbound at Staunton and 
Roanoke, Va.; Oakridge, Chatta
nooga, and Memphis, Tenn.; Little 
Rock, Ark.; DaHas and El Paso, 
Texas; and Globe, Phoenix, Camp 
Verde, and Flagstaff, Ariz. 

Returning by way of Gallup, N, 
Mex., Mrs. Munsiff stopped at Albu
querque, N. Mex.; Amarillo, Texas; 
Oklahoma City and Tulsa, Okla.; 
Springfield and St. Louis, Mo.; and 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

AREA NEWS BULLETINS 
The Area Bulletin for the North

western States reports that Portland, 
Ore., Home Front Committee will as· 
sist Astoria this year; Walla Walla, 
Wash., maintains a Sunday deepen· 
ing class followed by a devotional 
hour t and a regular weekly fireside; 
Everett, Wash., exhibited slides of 
the Temple, Guatemala, and Africa 
at a recent fireside. 

An Area Teaching Conference 
based on uFaith in Action Through 
the Power of the Covenant" was con
ducted by the Area Teaching Com
mittee for the East Central States at 
Louhelen Baha'i School, Davison, 
Mich., their Area Bulletin reports. 
Also announced is the combining of 
extension teaching efforts by Terre 
Haute and Crawfordsville, Ind., with 
outstanding results in achieving 
greater coverage of the area. Kala· 
mazoo, Mich., is planning a series of 
eight public meetings from October 
through February. Study classes 
were begun in June by Niles City, 
Cassopolis, and Howard Township, 
Micb. 

The New Orleans, La., community 
reports monthly public meetings at 
whicb 20 to 40 people attend, in the 
Area Bulletin for the Gulf States. In 
Galveston, Texas, a local Baha'i had 
the opportunity to tell of her visit to 
the National Convention in Wilmette 
on a local television program. On an· 

WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 

Fourth Year - 1956.1951 

Annual Budget ... $500,000.00 

Total Requirements May 
1 to September 15 187,200.00 

Total Contributions May 
1 to September .. _ 123,700.00 

-NATIrlNAL SPIRITl;-AL ASSEMBLY 

other television program three Gal
veston Baha'is described their local 
observance of the Martyrdom 'Of the 
Bab. One of them, recently enrolled, 
was introduced as a new believer, 
and was asked to ten briefly about 
the Baha'i Faith. 

Dr. Joseph Collins spoke at a meet
ing of the Boston, Mass., Metaphys· 
ical Society in June, the New Eng
land States Area Bulletin reports. 
Dr. Collins wrote an article which 
appeared in the May issue of the 
American Medical Association Mllg
azine~ in which he discussed the 
Baha'i Faith. In Falmouth, Mass., 
Matthew Bullock spoke to a group of 
friends, mostly non-Baha'is, on 
July 30. 

Weekly firesides are now being 
held at Devil's Lake, N. Dak., the 
North Central States Area Bulletin 
reports. Minot, N. D ak., is continuing 
their monthly series of radio pro· 
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grams_ A two-day Teaching Confer. 
ence was held at Fargo, N. Dak. on 
August 4-5, with the study of "The 
Power of the Covenant.' I 

Warm cooperation between the 
Seattle, Wash., Home Front Commit
tee and the Olympia, Wash., group 
has resulted in a fine response at the 
past two public meetings held in the 
goal city of Olympia. Twenty seven 
people attended the July meeting, 
and there has been excellent pub
licity in a local newspaper on alter. 
nate weeks! the Northwestern States 
A rea Bulletin reports. 

The Area Bulletin for the South 
Atlantic States lists excellent reports 
on the Area Teaching Conferences 
held in Florida, Georgia, and South 
Carolina on July 29. Aiken Co., S. C., 
had 16 Baha'is in attendance; Day· 
tona Beach, Fla' J 16 Baha'is; Tampa t 

Fla., 10 Baha'is; and Miami, Fla_, 
49 Baha'is_ Discussions centered on 
the Covenant and the Ten Year Plan. 

The Birmingham, Ala., community 
was host to a Youth Conference at 
the Baha'i Center on September 1, 
the Tennessee Valley States Area 
BuHetin reports. Three members of 
the Area Teaching Committee 
visited Jackson, Miss. on July 22~ 
with wonderful feHowship and a good 
meeting. A Baha'i stationed at Kees· 
ler Air Force Base, near Gulfport, 
Miss_, brought airmen from many 

Students at the Baha.'j cblldren's c]asses at Ba.ta.vfa.. nt. These classes are held 
ea.ch Sunday morning following the Public Worship Service, while the adu1t;s are 

participating- In a fireside discussion. 
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Brame copjes of HG1eanings from the Writings of Baha.'u'l1a.h," in six volumes. 
prepared by the Bahi'i Service for the Blind. 

countries to Gulfport firesides. They 
have now scattered to many points 
throughout the world, with the invi
tation to look up Baha'is wherever 
they go. Baha'is of Memphis, Tenn., 
ha ve an interesting method of teach
ing. They invite the public to view 
a series of television programs on 
"The Religions of Man," after which 
a discussion meeting is held on the 
televised talk. 

, , 
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New Printings 
Baba'i Anniversary and Feast Day 
cards. A permanent Baha'i calendar 
of the nineteen day Feast, anniver
saries, festivals and days of fasting, 
with special information on them 
taken from a letter from Shoghi Ef
fendi. Days on which work should he 
suspended are also listed. Printed on 
colorful double cards in purse or 
vest-pocket size, 3 x 5. (Please note 
new price and mark catalogs 
accordingly) . 

10 copies .. " .............. $ .50 
100 copies ................. $3.00 

Introduction to a Study of The 
Qur'an (Koran) (With additional ref
erences from several Baha'i texts.) 

A new printing of a formerly mime~ 
ographed outline, following the new 
design for outlines. each on different 
colored stock for easy identification. 
An excellent aid for studying The 
Koran, with references from Glean
ings, Kitcib-i-tqdn, Some Answered 
Questions, Hidden Words, and other 
basic Baha'i texts. 8"" x 11. 24 pages 
printed on pink stock. 

Per copy ........... $ .5~ 

New Clothbound Edition 

The Advent of Divine Justice. By 
Shoghi Effendi. In this book the 
Guardian deals with the spiritual, in
tellectual, and social qualifications 
that are the prerequisites to success 
in the many responsibilities confront~ 
ing the individual and the Baha'i 
community. There is a special mes
s age to Baha'i Youth, and a signifi
cant chapter on the destiny of Am er
ica. Because this work so earnestly 
and clearly delineates those ideals 
which must characterize both private 
and public life, it is of vital impor~ 
tance to every student of the Baha'i 
Faith. Now available only in hard
bound, permanent edition, bound in 
turquoise blue linen. 

Per copy ... ........ $1.50 

Religion For Mankind. By Horace 
Holley. (Ronald) 

Cloth .. . . . . . . . . . .......... $3.00 
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Available for UN Week 
Baha'i International Community. 
Proposals JOT Charter Revision. Sub
mitted to the United Nations. 81f.,xll. 
brown ink on India paper I 16 pages. 

Per copy .................. $ .35 
12 copies ................... $3.00 

Baha'i Declaration of Human Obliga
tions and Rights. Presented to the 
United Nations Human Rights Com
mission, 1947. 8;.2xll, nicely printed, 
12 pages. 

10 copies ................... $ .50 
25 copies .................. $1.00 

(These two pamphlets are regular 
stock items) 

Foreign Language Literature 
One Universal Faith. (Chinese). A 
reproduction of our English language 
edition of this leaflet, including the 
diagram of the Divine Revelators .. 

Per copy .................. $ .05 

Available from 
BAHA~i PUJlLISHING TRUST 

110 Linden Avenue 

Wilmette, Illinois 

Out of Print 

Story Supplement for God Passes By 
Not to be reprinted in present form. 

Baha'i World Faith (red leather de· 
luxe Centenary of 1944 edition). See 
May 1956 BAHA'i NEWS on new, 
standard edition, with introduction 
by Horace Holley, now available. 

Industrial Justice. Size 5lh x 8lh js 
out of print. A similar compilation, 
On Industrial Justice, originally pre
pared for a Public Relations project, 
in letter size 8\2 x 11, will be sub
stituted on all future orders. 

10 copies .................. $ .25 

100 copies .................. $2.00 

A Pattern for Future Society. Size 
51h x 8% is out of print. A similar 
compilation by same title, originally 
prepared for a Public Relations pro
ject, in letter size 8.1h x 11, will be
substituted on all future orders. 

10 copies 
100 copies 

. ........... $ .25 

.................. $2.00 

Note: Please correct catalogs ac· 
cnrdlng to above injormatio71. 
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FEASTS 

October 16-'Ilm (Knowledge) 
November 4-Qudrat (Power) 

UNl'TKD NATIONS DAY 

October 24-10 proclaim the spir
itual basis on which the nations can 
unite for lasting world peace. 

BnrnmAv OF THE BAB 

October 20 

BlRTImAv OF BAHA'U~LLAH 
November 12-10 proclaim the ap

pearance of the Promised One of all 
religions as the hope of Ihe world. 

NATIONAL SPIR1TUAL ASSEMBLY MEETIN"G 

October 12, 13, 14 
November 22. 23. 24, 25 

Mrs. Hannah Sprague 
San Mateo, California 
August 13, 1956 

Mrs. William C. Dodge 
Blue Point, Long Island, New York 
September 3, 1956 

National Bah.i'r Addresses 

NATIONAL B.ru..'1 ADMINISTRATIVE 

HEADQUARTERS: 

536 Sheridan Road. Wilmette, 
lllinois. 

NATIONAL TREAsURER: 

112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
illinois. 

Make checks Payable to: 
NatIonal Baha'i Fund 

BAHA'i PUBLISHm"G TRUST: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

BAHA'i NEWS; 

Editorial Office: 
110 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, illinois 

SabscrfpUon aDd 
chaDlfe of address: 

112 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Illinois 
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BAHA'I HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

Visiting Hoors 

Weekdays: 

1 :00 P.M.-4:00 P.M. 
(Auditorium only) 

Sundays and Holidays: 

10:30 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 
(Entire building will be open) 

Service of Worship 

Sunday at 3:30 P.M., lasting until 
4:15. 

Waukesha Wisconsin: Miss Nancy Lut4 
teneger to Mr. Keith Parker on June 
3, 1956. 

Washington, D.C.: Mrs. Martha F. Rafaa~ 
to Mr, Israel Posner on August 18, 
19(j6. 

Los Angeles, California: Miss Cbristioe 
Larson to Mr . .r ohn F. Cook on August 
12, 1956, 

BAHA'i DIRECTORY CHANGES 

California (South) 
Altadena: Mrs. Beatrice Buckley, 755 E. Poppyfields Drive 
Beverly Hills: Miss Mary Ellen Reese, 148 South Elm Drive, 
Apt. 5. 

Colorado 
Pueblo: Mrs. Virginia Flood, 111 Broadway, Apt. 11 

Dlinois (South) 
Limestone Twp.: Mrs. Mary Lou Wright, R. R. 3, Lancaster 
Road, Peoria 

Montana 
Helena: Mr. Robert J. Cagnon, 806 5th Avenue 

North Carolina 
Greensboro: Miss Zoe Meyer, 309 S, Tremont Dr. 

RESIGN A'I:roNS FROM COMMITI'ECS 

Northern Peoples Teaching Committee 
Mrs, Zora Banks 

European Teaching Committee 
Mr. Ned IDackmer 
Mr. Henry Jarvis 

remple Worship Committee 
Mr. Ned Blackmer 

AnDrrIDN S TO COMMITTEES 

United Nations 
Observers for International Baha'i Community 
Mrs. O. H. Blackwell, U.S. Observer (omitted in error) 

Central Area Youth Committee 
Mr. Aden J, Lau chner 

Davison School Maintenance Committee 
Mrs. Robert Gaines 

North Central States Area Teaching Committee 
Mr. Tim Rost 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community 

Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies of 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the month. 
preceding the date at issue for which it is intended, 

BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1956-57: Mrs, Eunice Braun, Miss. 
Charlotte Linfoot, Mr. Richard C. Thomas, 

Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A, 
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Glorified art Thou, 0 my God! Thou knowest that my sole 
aim in revealing Thy cause hath heen to reveal Thee and not 
myself, and to manifest Thy glory rather than my glory. In 
Thy path., and to attain Thy pleasure, I have scorned rest, 
joy, delight. At all times and under all conditions my gaze 
hath been fixed on Thy precepts, and mine eyes bent upon 
the things Thou hast bidden me observe in Thy Tablets. I 
have wakened every morning to the light of Thy praise and 
Thy remembrance, and reached every evening inhaling the 
fragrance of Thy mercy. 

And when the entire creation was stirred up, and the 
whole earth was convulsed, and the sweet savors of Thy 
name, the AU·Praised, had almost ceased to breathe over Thy 
realms, and the winds of Thy mercy had well· night heen 
stilled throughout Thy dominions, Thou didst, through the 
power of Thy might, raise me up among Thy servants, and 
bid me to show forth Thy sovereignly amidst Thy people. 
Thereupon I arose hefore all Thy creatures, strengthened by 
Thy help and Thy power, and summoned al\ the multitudes 
unto Thee, and announced unto an Thy -servants Thy favors 
and Thy gifts. and invited them to turn towards this Ocean, 
every drop of the waters of which crieth out, proclaiming 
unto all that are in heaven and on earth that He is, in truth~ 
the Fountain of all life, and the Quickener of the entire 
creation, and the object of the adoration of all worlds, and 
the :Best·Beloved of every understanding heart, and the Desire 
of al\ them that are nigh unto Thee. 

Though the fierce winds of the haired of the wicked doers 
blew and beat on this Lamp, He was, at no time, in His love 
for Thy beauty, hindered from shedding the fragrance of His 
light. As the transgres~ions committed against Thee waxed 
greater and greater, my eagerness to reveal Thy Cause cor
respondingly increased, and as the tribulations deepened
and to this Thy glory beareth me witness - a fuller measure 
of Thy sovereignty and of Thy power was vouchsafed hy me 
unto Thy creatures. 

The prison at 'AUa, seen Irom Ihe main gate. 

And finally, I was cast by the transgressors into the prison
city of 'Akka, and my kindred were made captive in Ba@dad. 
The power of Thy might beareth me witness, 0 my God! 
Every trouble that hath touched me in Thy path hath added 
to my joy and increased my gladness. I swear hy Thee, 0 
Thou Who art the King of Kings! None of the kings of the 
earth hath power to hinder me from remembering Thee or 
from extolling Thy virtues. Were they to be leagued - a. 
they have been leagued - against me, and to brandish their 
sharpest swords and most affiictive spears against me, I 
would not hesitate to magnify Thy name before all them that 
are in Thy heaven and on Thy earth. Nay rather, I would cry 
out and say: HThis, 0 my Beloved, is my face which I have 
offered up for Thy face, and this is my spirit which I have 
sacrificed for Thy spirit, and this is my blood that seetheth 
in my veins, in its longing to be shed for love of Thee and 
in Thy path." 

-Prayers and Meditations, p. 103·105 
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The Charter of a Divine Civilization 

Beloved Friends: 

The National Spiritual Assembly, 
in its continuous effort to assist in 
activating the Baha'! Community 
throughout the United States, has 
prepared and printed a compilation, 
a copy of which is being sent di
rectly to every believer. 

This compilation, similar in for
mat to The PoweT of the Covenant 
issued to the friends in July, com
pletes the plan adopted by the NSA 
to place in the hands of every be
liever for study, meditation and dis
cussion, the basic Message of the 
Revelation of Bah;i.'ull8.h. 

The new compilation, entitled The 
Charter of A Divine Civilization, car
ries forward the great Message from 
the principles expounded in The 
Power of the Covenant to their appli
cation to humanity through the In
stitutions of the Baha'i Administra
tive Order. The Will and Testament 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha constitutes the Char
ter of this Order, the function of 
which is to unify mankind and usher 
in the Golden Age of a Divine Civili
zation. 

This is the mystery of the Day of 
God, that Baha 'u 'llah both revealed 
the oneness of the Prophets and, 
through 'Abdu'I-Baha, provided the 
instruments for establishing His 
Revelation as the Law and Order of 
a regenerated humanity. 

Those who recognize and accept 
Baha'u'llab recognize and accept all 
the Prophets before Him. Those who 
repudiate Baha'u'll<ih repudiate all 
the Prophets, including Him whom 
they extol and claim to obey. 

Furthermore, those who accept 
Baha'u'Uah's Covenant, established 
in the Person of 'Abdu'l-Baha, are 
members of that Administrative Or
der through which the Power of the 
Covenant flows, first to the Baha'is, 
and through them to the sincere 
members of every race, nation, class 
and creed. 

This mystery signifies that our 
Baha'i Communities and Institutions 
are the sole recipients and chosen 
trustees of the Bounty which God 
has destined for mankind in this age. 

To ignore, to dislike, to repudiate 
the Institutions is to lose contact 

with the Bounty itself. It is because 
'Abdu'l-Baha authorized and ap
pointed them, with the Authority 
conferred upon Him by Baha'u'l!ah, 
that we must respect the Baha'i In
stitutions and serve them with all 
our hearts. Outside their authority 
and order we behold the dark jungle 
which human society has become. 

By what (apparently) little deeds 
are the great results eventually won: 
purity of motive in consultation; 
cheerful acceptance of the final de
cision; support of the Fund; radiance 
of spirit in attending the Nineteen 
Day Feasts and Anniversaries; arder 
in participating in the success of 
the World Crusade; sincerity and pa
tience in dealing with one's fellow 
believers. 

Unity is that condition which at
tracts the Divine bounties. Only in a 
mutual understanding of His Mes· 
sage can unity be achieved. 

-N&T1ONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Suggestions for 
Baha'i Writers 

The National Spiritual As
sembly finds it necessary to 
remind the individual believers 
and committees who submit 
material for possible publication 
in BAHA'f NEWS, The Baha'i 
World," as pamphlets, and in 
bulletins, that any excerpts 
quoted from the Baha'i Writings 
must cite the authentic source 
and page number for each quo
tation used. This practice will 
not only save many hours of 
time for the Reviewing Com
mittee or any other committees 
who are required. to approve 
material for publication, but 
will also insure the accuracy 
of the quotations, which must 
be preserved. 

It is further requested that 
all material intended for pub
lication be submitted in manu
script form. typed in double 
space, correct and ready for the 
printer. 
-NATIONAL SPlRlTUAL ASSEMBLY 
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EMPHASIZE CONTACT 
WITH MINORITIES 
IN UNITED STATES 

The friends are requested to give 
careful consideration to the Guard
ian's feeling about the matter of con
tacting minorities, as expressed in 
the following paragraphs of a letter 
written on behalf of the Guardian by 
his Secretary on July 19, 1956. 

"The beloved Guardian feels that 
sufficient attention is not being paid 
to the matter of contacting minori
ties in the United States. A great 
impetus could be lent to the work in 
the European countries, in certain 
far-eastern areas, and in Latin Amer
ica, if the Baha'is residing in the big 
cities and university towns would 
make a determined and sufficient 
effort to extend friendship and hos
pitality to students and nationals 
from countries where the Baba'is are 
struggling so hard to establish the 
Faith. They would not only have the 
possibility of making more local be
lievers, but they might also increase 
the membership of communities 
abroad, by sending back Baha'is 
from the United States. This has hap
pened already a number of times 
with Chinese and Japanese friends, 
etc., to the great advantage of the 
Cause. 

"He feels that your Assembly 
should appoint a special committee 
to survey the possibilities of this kind 
of work and then instruct the local 
Assemblies accordingly, and in the 
meantime encourage the Baha'is to 
be active in this field, which is one 
open to everybody, as the minorities 
are invariably lonely and often re
spond to kindness much more 
quickly than the well-established 
majority of the population." 

In order to make a definite begin
ning on this important teaching 
work, the National Assembly has ap
pointed a committee to study the 
possibilities and recommend how lo
cal communities and groups can 
effectively respond to the Guardian's 
expressed desire. When the commit
tee's recommendations are received, 
the National Assembly will bring 
them to the attention of the friends. 
Meanwhile the field is open for local 
activities by communities and 
groups. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 



Erection of the Baha'i international Archives 
Building on MI. Carmel, Haifa, had reached the 
stage shown in these pictures by September 1, 
1956. Above is the Archives Building, showing 
carved crowning on the North W all~ from the 
Shrine Gardens. 

Carved Corner Crowning jor Archives Building. 

Entablature of the South Wall, Archives Building. 

] 

Construction Progresses 

on Archives Building 

Front view showing two of the superimposing 
Entablature stones. 
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HaziJ'atu'l-Quds of Rio de J'a.neJro. Brazil. 

REPORT PUBLICITY 
ON PERSECUTIONS IN fRAN 

This vital case is being actively 
pressed through interviews and pub
licity. Important developments will 
be reported from time to time. 

This report covers publicity during 
the pa st few months. 

Editorialt Minneapolis Sunday Tri
bune, July 1; editorial, PTess-Demo
cTat, Santa Rosa, Calif.; London 
Times, July 11; New York Times, July 
21; Religious News Service release, 
July 23; Manchester Guardian, July 
Zi, editorial; Chicago Daily News, 
August 4; fifteen clippings from pa
pers using story on "UN Human 
Rights Chairman Deplores Baha'i 
Persecution il1\ fran;" twelve clip
pings from papers using story on 
"Asks UN Hal! Religious Persecu
tion;" list of twenty-three papers 
using Baha'i Press Service releases 
on persecution of iranian Baha'is, 
May l-.July 22; UN Press Release 
EC0506j912, July 25, reporting Mr. 
Jose Vicente Trujillo's remarks on 
respect for human rights. with re
ference to the persecution. of the 
Baha'i community in iran; and Mon· 
tana Standard, September 16, 1956, 
published in Butte. 

-N A'I'lON AI. SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Correction In Text 
of Guardian's Letter 

The letter from the Guardian dated 
July 19, 1956, which went out to the 
friends as an insert in September 
BAHA'i NEWS, is to be corrected as 
follows: 

P. 4, left hand column, second 
paragraph from bottom of page, 
should read: "The history of a cen
tury old Faith eloquently bears wit
ness." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Will You Be There? 
Your State Convention for the 

election of delegates to the 
National Baha'i Convention in 
April 1957 will be held on Sun· 
day, December 2, 1956. Make 
plans now to attend and par
ticipate. Information regarding 
place, time and agenda7 and 
ballots will be mailed to each 
enrolled adult believer about 
November 15. 

The Guardian has stated that 
the State Conventions "will pro
mote Baha'i solidarity in every 
state . . . and, by bringing to
gether the believers. enable 
them to function more efficient
ly and harmoniously. and pro
mote the work of the Cause 
that lies ahead." 
-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AssE:MBLY 

PIONEERS NEEDED 
IN N. W. AFRICA 

Challenging opportunities to teach 
the Faith and participate in the 
rapid expansion of its Administrative 
Order in the many countries of North 
West Africa are open today. 

The need for self-supporting pio
neers in virgin and consolidation 
areas is both great and immediate, 
For further details write to: 

U. S. Africa Teaching Committee 
Mrs. Sylvia Parmalee, Secretary 
4700 47th St. N. W. 
Washington 16, D. C. 
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Canada 

RELIC OF MAH-KU PLACED 
IN MAXWELL GRAVE 

The National Assembly of Canada 
has published in their Baha'i News 
an account of a memorial service at 
the grave of Sutherland Maxwell in 
Montreal. 

This gathering was held for the 
purpose of fulfilling the instructions 
of the Guardian for the placing, Wl

der the headstone of the grave, of a 
piece of plaster from the walls of 
the prison in Mah·kii where the Bab 
was incarcerated in 1847. 

The Guardian had sent this piece 
of plaster enclosed in an alabaster 
box to the National Assembly. The 
Guardian pointed out that another 
pieee of plaster from the same 
source had been placed under the 
first golden tile of the dome of the 
Shrine of the Bab on Mt. Carmel. 
The superstructure of the Shrine was 
designed by Sutherland Maxwell. 

A simple but impressive service 
of prayers and readings was ar
ranged by the National Shrines Com
mittee. 

This was followed by a brief state
ment on the life of Mr. Maxwell 
and his historic service to the Faith, 
especially as recalled in the Guard
ian's cable at the time of his passing. 

Mention was made of the period of 
the Bab's ministry, during which He 
was incarcerated in Mah-ku, and of 
the special instructions of the Guard
ian regarding the piece of plaster 
from the prison wall. 

The box containing the plaster was 
placed in a special excavation in the 
foundation stone under the head
stone. Attar of roses, sent by the 
Guardian for the purpose, was 
poured over the alabaster box, which 
was then permanently sealed with 
tile and cement in the foundation 
stone in the presence of the friends. 
The service closed with the reading 
of the Tablet of Visitation. 
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HAZiRA TU'L-QUDS 

OF CANADA DEDICATED 

The dedication of the National 
l:ia?iratu'l-Quds of the Baha'is of 
Canada took place at 274 Huron 
Street, Toronto, at 2:30 p.mO) Sun
day, September 30th. The meeting 
began with music, a devotional pe
riod, and an introduction by the 
Chairman, Mr. Lloyd Gardner, who 
read greetings from other countries 
and Baha'i communities in Canada. 

The Dedication Address, prepared 
by Horace Holley, Secretary of the 
American National Spiritual Assem
bly, and Hand of the Cause of God, 
was delivered by Mr, Rowland Es
tall, member of the Auxiliary Board 
of the Hands for Can ada. 

The address reviewed the growth 
of the Faith in Canada since its es
tablishment, noting the history-mak
ing services of Mrs. May Maxwell, 
pioneer Bahit'i of Canada; of Suth
erland Maxwell, Architect of the 
Shrine of the Bah on Mt. Carmel; 
and of Amatu'I·BaM RUhiyyih Kha
num, wife of the Guardian. Mr. Hol
ley noted fAbdul-Baha's visit to Mon
treal in 1912. He wrote also of the 
memorable services of Fred Schop
flocher, called by the Guardian "The 
Temple Builder." 

Then he went on to describe the 
significance of the l:ia",iratu'l-Quds, 
its many functions as administrative 
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Newly acquired Haziratu'J-Quds of La Pa.z, Donvia. 

headquarters, Secretariat, Library, 
Archives, and headquarters for 
teaching conferences and public 
meetings. Beyond its flUlctions how
ever, he wrote, is its threefold influ
ence; first the enhancement and con
solidation of the authority of the Na
tional Assembly throughout the 
Baha'i community; second, the new 
dignity and prestige it confers upon 
the Faith in the eyes of the public; 
and third, its importance as the seat 
of one of the electoral bodies of the 
members of the future International 
House of Justice. 

PIONEER ARRIVES 

IN NEWFOUNDLAND 

The Canadian New Territories Com
mittee Bulletin has received a let
ter from Suzie Pawlowska, who re
cently arrived in St. Anthony, New
foundland. Excerpts from her letter 
are reprinted here: 

HBy the grace of God I have ar
rived at St. Anthony, So many new 
impressions and my exacting school 
activities have impeded me from 
writing you earlier. 

"We sailed into the harbor on the 
beautifully surmy Sunday morning of 
September 2. Just outside the harbor 
was a leftover iceberg (my introduc
tion to the North), It seemed to au
gur well for Baha'i teaching that as 
we were sailing into sight of the 
town we were right in the midst of 
a discussion about the Faith. One 
of the teachers at the sebool had 
been in the Yukon and had heard 
about the Faith there. 

"To tell you all about the activi
ties here would take much too long. 
The most important things are that 
it is possible and easy to bring up 
the Faith, that the mission workers 
with whom I have talked about it 
seemed interested and aware of re
ligious questions. 

Completed Haziratu'I-Quds at Rangoon, Burma. 

"You have no idea with what grati
tude I am filled at these plentiful 
opportunities and occasions to teach 
the Faith. After a year at St, 
Pierre, where such discussions were 
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FIRST TEACHING CONGRESS 
HELD IN MEXICO 

Baha'i News of Central America, 
published by the Central America 
National Spiritual Assembly, reports 
the first Baha'i Teaching Congress of 
Mexico, held in Mexlco City on July 
28·29, 1956. 

The two-day meetings for Baha'is 
were climaxed with a public meet
ing on Sunday evening. featuring 
the inauguration of the Mexico City 
lj:apratu'I·Quds. 

The Teaching Congress program 
lllcluded talks on conducting local 
Spiritual Assembly meetings and 
Feasts, the Covenant and Adminis
tration, importance of the Baha'i 
Fund, the individual's relationship 
to the World Crusade, and other re
lated topics. 

Sail" AmerIcer 
STUDY INSTITUTE HELD 
IN RIO DE JANEIRO 

The annual Study Institute of the 
Baha'is of Brazil took place in the 
lovely mountain resort of Rezende, 
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Ba.h3.'is attending Ute first Regional TeachbJg Congress of Par
aguay, he]d in the newly acquJred Ha.ziratu~l-Quds in Asuncion on 

August 19, 1956. 

midway between Rio de Janeiro 
and Sao Paulo, on September 7-9, 
1956. Attending the Institute were 
four Baha'is from Rio and four from 
Sao Paulo. 

The books chosen for study during 
the three days of the meeting were 
those recently published by the N a
tional Publishing Committee of Rio 

Janeiro: The Kitci.b-i-Iqdn, Renewal 
oj Civilization) and Bahd7 i Adminis
tration. 

Among the suggestions made for 
furthering the teaching of the Faith 
was the formation of various lan
guage study groups, in order to cope 
with the diversity of languages 
among the newcomers to Brazil. 

First Bahi'i Swnmer School held in Rangoon. Burma7 during October, 1956. 
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Babi'i pioDeen of Athens, Greece. with the first main1abd Greek 
to enroU in the Faith {froot row, center). Tbis picture was taken 
on tbe Anntversary of the Declaration of the Bab, when the new 

friend was welcomed into the BaJul'i group. 

LETTER APPRAISES 
PIONEER PROBLEMS 

A recent letter from Mrs. Roberta 
Christian, Secretary of the Baha OJ 
Group in Athens, Greece, tells of the 
enrollment in the Faith of the first 
mainland Greek, and then continues 
with an excellent evaluation of the 
problems and needs of pioneers 
everywhere. 

"We do so wish that we had thrill
ing news to transmit more often. But 
we have all had to learn that there 
are all kinds of pioneering. The 
glamorous kind always makes the 
headlines andJ we know, thrills and 
inspires the believers at home. The 
other kind is going on, too, in many 
places, among those of us who have 
had to learn the bittersweet lesson 
of patience and sustained steadfast
ness. 

"Time is relative, of course; but it 
is extremely difficult to balance 
one's eagerness against the rocky 
pinnacles of seemingly unscalab~e 

impediments. Under such circum
stances, the pioneer learns - hard 
and slow - that progress is made 
by putting one foot in front of the 
other, husbanding one's strength, 
never succumbing to frustration or 

discouragement, and keeping one's 
eyes fixed upward and ahe ad. 

"We know that the friends at home 
continue to pray for all the pioneers 
everywhere, But we hope that they 
do two things besides: first, that 
they give praise at all times for their 
freedom to teach and to testify, and, 
second, that they pray especially for 
the pioneers who very rarely even 
sip of the life-renewing draught of 
success. 

"Those of us in this category need 
such assistance more than you can 
imagine. The weeks turn into months 
and the months into years, and lone· 
liness and frustration are almost 
tangible enemies which it takes 
strength to combat. Our strength, of 
course, lies in our love and conse
crated devotion to our Cause, and 
its agencies and institutions; but our 
human natures also need the suste~ 
nance to be found in the association 
with and prayers of our fellow be
lievers. 

"We can associate only in spirit. 
but that spiritual association surely 
spans the oceans and continents. And 
so we turn in thought so often to our 
memories of the radiant faces of the 
friends we know and love. and hope 
that their faces are turned also to 
us. " 
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INTERRACIAL COMMITTEE 
ANNOUNCES PROGRAM 

The Baha'i Interracial Teaching 
Committee was established as one of 
the national teaching committees in 
1953 when Dorothy Baker brought 
back from Haifa the Guardian's mes
sage that we were failing to attract a 
sufficient number of Negroes to the 
Faith, and that a special committee 
must be set up to concentrate on this 
aspect of teaching work. 

The goal of this committee is to 
act as a clearing house for news, 
proj eets, and ideas that could be of 
bene1it to all communities or indi. 
viduals who need such information 
and assistance. It is recommended 
that commWlities appoint an inter
racial news representative 10 send re
ports, beginning immediately with an 
account of interracial activities that 
have been carried on between last 
April and the present time. Groups 
and isolated Baha'is are also urged 
to inform us of their war k in this 
field. 

The committe€! stands ready to 
serve in many different ways. Ques
tions, requests for help, and sugges
tions are invited. Following is an out-
line of the interracial teaching pro
gram approved by the National Spir
itual Assembly for this year. Coro
plete details will be sent to all local 
Spiritual Assemblies and Area Teach
ing Committees, as well as to indi
vidual Baha'is who do not have ac
cess to them through these channels, 

1. Race Amity Conferences 
'Abdu'l-Baha inspired the original 

race amity conferences which Mrs. 
Agnes Parsons initiated in Washing
ton, D,C, As originally conducted, 
they brought together both white and 
colored speakers on the Baha'i plat
form, at lea st one speaker and the 
chairman being Baha'is; the others 
being identified with the spirit of 
race amity. 

To give the conferences a national 
perspective, the Interracial Commit
tee recommends that as many com
munities as possible plan to hold con
ferences at the same time, between 
February 10 and 17, 1957, which is 
Negro History Week. 

The extent to which a community 
acts upon this recommendation must 
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be determined by the locality, tbe 
size, and financial resources of the 
community. However, every commu· 
ruty ~ group, and isolated believer can 
participate in some manner as sug· 
gested in the committee's detailed 
program. 

2. Survey of Lo<:al Leaders 
As a first step in making plans to 

reach Negro and white leaders, the 
committee recommends making a 
survey of such leaders, male and fe
male, at the young adult, college stu· 
dent, and youth level. Because the 
prestige of the mature leaders -
Negro or white-religious, political or 
social - in any community depends 
upon maintaining the status quo, the 
mature leaders are less likely to be
come actively interested or involved 
in what they consider a "new reli
gion." By contrast, the young lead
ers are generally willing to investi
gate new horizons. 

The Interracial Teaching Commit
tee offers suggestions on how to gath
er names. It has prepared a special 
letter on committee stationery, and 
has selected special Baha'i litera
ture to be sent to the names 
collected. The actual mailing is to be 
done by the local community. Please 
inform the committee of the number 
of letters reQuired. 

3. Introduction to the American N e
gra's World 

If we are to adequately and per
suasively present the Baha'i story to 
the Negro people, we should go 
armed first with love, followed by 
facts. The individual Baha'i supplies 
the love, but the committee will sup
ply the facts in the form of free and 
inexpensive literature. What it is, 
how and where to get it. is out
lined in the detailed program, but the 
committee will be glad to furnish on 
request a copy of the literature list. 

4. -Institute on "Faith in Actionu 

Faith in Action is the compilation 
prepared by the 1953-1954 Interracial 
Teaching Committee for an organ
ized study of the Baha'i approach to 
human relations. Copies may be ob
tained from the Baha'i Publishing 
Trust. 

5. Circulate and use the book "Race 
and Man" 

This is one of the most complete 
compilations giving the solution of 
the race problem as outlined by 
recognized authorities in scientific 

and sociological fields, with spiritua1 
teachings on the unity of the human 
race as expounded by Baha'u'llah. 
Please see the announcement by 
the Baha'i Publishing Trust regard
ing the price of this pUblication. 

6. Use of the Statement on Race 
Relations 

Widespread use should be made of 
the statement, "The Oneness of Man
kind," issued by the National Spirit
ual Assembly and sent to every be
liever as an insert in the May 1956 
issue of BA.RA'i NEWS. One suggestion 
is that a copy be sent to local news
papers for their files on race rela
tions so that the editorial office may 
have available for ready reference 
the Baha'i view on race. Copies of 
this statement are available from the 
Baha'i Publishing Trust. 

7.-Pioneering in a Southern City. 
Baha'is in America do not need to 

be told that the si tua tion in the 
southern states is grave. The commit
tee urges the friends to give prayer
ful consideration to accepting one of 
the most challenging Baha'i teaching 
assignments, that of settling in a 
goal city in the South. The commit
tee's detailed program includes a 
list of such places. 

To sum up the goals toward which 
the Interracial Teaching Committee 
is striving, we quote the following 
from a statement by the National 

, 
Spiritual Assembly published in the 
October 1954 issue of BAHAJi NEWS: 

" . . . true solidarity in every 
Baha'i community whose members 
represent more than one race; local 
public programs for promotion of 
that principle in all who can be at
tracted, white or colored alike, con. 
tinuous resolve to influence the white 
people we encounter to accept the 
principle of the oneness of mankind; 
and creation of a spirit of unity so 
strong that it will consciously or un
consciously affect every Negro we en
counter with respect for and interest 
in the teachings of Baha'u'llilh." 

-BAHli'f IN"l"mRAC1AL 

TEACHING COMMrI'TEE 

Mrs. Etta Woodlen, Secretary 
206 North Scott St. 

Wilmington, Del. 

MASTER INDEX PLANNED 
BY LIBRARY COMMITTEE; 
SEEK ASSISTANCE 

With the approval of the National 
Spiritual Ass embly, the National Ref
erence Library Committee has de
veloped a plan for compiling a mas
ter index of the entire Writings in 
English of Baha'u'llab, 'Abdu'l-Baha 
and Shoghi Effendi. 

When completed, the index will be 
of immeasurable and enduring value 
to the entire Baha'i community. 

The second establisbed Spiritual Assembly 01 Khartoum, En-Pt, 
formed on ApriJ 21, 1956. Since there are three mUDlcipa.1 areas 
In Khartoum. thel"e can be three local Spiritual Assemblies tbere. 
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However, it can only be accom
plished with the assistance of a great 
many believers who are willing to de
vote any time ranging from fifteen 
minutes daily to two or three hours 
a week to this service. 

The system that has been adopted 
is a definite mechanical process in 
which anyone can participate. The 
only requirement is the ability to 
recognize and summarize a verity 
that is expressed in a sentence, or 
an idea that is expounded in one or 
more paragraphs. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has reminded us that successful 
teaching is based on three funda
mental requirements: (1) study of 
the Creative Word, (2) "living the 
life," and (3) telling the story. The 
Guardian has pointed out that some 
of our difficulties can be traced to 
neglect of this first step. This in
dexing project offers an excellent, 
systematic and effective way to study 
the Creative Word. 

Even though an assignment will not 
be large in scope, a worker will be 
assured of digesting every bit of 
truth embodied in that part of the 
Writings. Moreover, the work will 
cultivate the habit of recognizing 
and summarizing each gem of truth 
as he encounters it. Also there is the 
"influence upon his soul" which 
Baha'u'llah has promised to the per
son who "reciteth, in the privacy of 
his chamber, the verses revealed by 
God." . 

A secondary bounty accruing to the 
individual will be the satisfaction of 
having contributed to something that 
will be of great assistance to all be
liever s. Is this not a valuable invest
ment of time? 

Any Bah ... 'f willing to work on this 
project is requested to write for 
complete instructions to: 

NATIONAL REFERENCE 

LrBIwlv COMMrrrEE 

Mrs. Marian C. Lippitt, Secretary 
1587 Virginia Street East 

Charleston 1, West Virginia 

NEW MAILING PIECE 
PRESENTED 

The "Campaign Ensemble," a new 
mailing unit, has been annoWlced by 
the National Committee on Baha'i 
Questionnaires. 

It embodies several new develop
ments which should assist in locating 
seekers of the Baha'i teachings, by 

Bah.i.'i Children's CJass for tiny tots In 
Portland, Ore.~ under the Jeadership of 
Mrs. Esther Linear, assisted by Lynne 

Choquette. 

serving as the initial step in Ioca] 
teaching campaigns. 

The Ensemble consists of a ques
tion card, a covering letter, and an 
envelope. It is designed to be used 
with a three-mailing follow-up se
ries of mailings, and the Committee 
suggests at least a five-month cam
p aign for maximum effectiveness. 

Question Cards feature questions 
of the type found most effective in 
locating the sincere religious investi
gators, who are the ones most easily 
attracted to fireside classes. 

The brief, friendly covering letter 
embodies the style of letters used 
by direct mail specialists. 

These Campaign Ensembles may 
be ordered at a special low price 
when it is agreed to purchase a spe
cified number of 100, 200, or 500 each 
month for five months, at $2.85 per 
hundred. On single orders, the Cam~ 
paign Ensembles cost $3.00 per hun
dred. 

In addition, the Questionnaires 
Committee has issued a more formal 
mailing piece, called the Announce
ment Questionnaire. This is a four
page folded engraved·announcement 
type, containing a picture of the 
House of Worship. a quotation of 
'Abdu'l-Baha on the BaM'i Revela
tion, and an offer of free literatuTf
on the Faith. Included in this mailing 
is a Question Card similar to the one 
used in the Campaign Ensemble. 
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This Announcement Questionnaire 
is available at $3.00 per hundred. 

Further information and orders for 
these mailing pieces can be obtained 
from National Baha'i Questionnaires 
Committee, Mrs. Sylvia Calhoon, 
Treasurer, P. O. Box 545, Green Bay, 
Wisconsin. 

ALBUQUERQUE EXHIBITS 
2 BAHA'i DISPLAYS 

The Albuquerque, N. Mex., Baha'i 
community has recently brought the 
Faith to the attention of the public 
with two types of exhibits. 

An attractive window display in 
the Public Service Building in Albu
querque brought comments of visi
tors from New Mexico, Texas, and 
California, as well as from local resi
dents. The display featured the ten 
principles of the Faith, ten charac
teristics of the Faith, and the sym
bols of the world religions. Located 
in the heart of the city, the display 
faced the main thoroughfare, High
way 66. 

Cards carrying date for contacting 
Baha'is in Santa Fe, Gallup, Roswell 
and Albuquerque, N. Mex., were dis
tributed from the Baha'i Booth at 
the New Mexico State Fair. This 
booth, built by the Albuquerque 
Baha'i community, was located be
side two of the largest and most 
popular exhibits at the Fair, those of 
the Atomic Energy Commission. 

TEMPLE MODEL 
SUPPLY LIMITED 

Baha'i communities or individuals 
considering the purchase of a Tem
ple model for display purposes 
should place their orders promptly. 
A very limited number of models 
are now available and no further 
supply is contemplated. 

The model measures nine inches 
in height and eleven inches across 
the base. The price is $15.00. 

The committee also has imported 
from Italy beautiful printings of "The 
Greatest Name" in gold lettering on 
brown, dark red, dark green, and 
tan leathers. The sheepskin edition 
sells for $3.00 and the calfskin (in 
tan only) sells for $4.00. When or
dering please give first, second and 
third choice of color 

-BAHA'i SALES COMMI"l""I"EE 

Harry E. Walrath, Chairman 
909 West Foster St. 

Chicago 40, Ill. 
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BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 

A review of Arnold Toynbee's 
An Historian's Approach To Religion, 
signed by Gifford Ernest, appeared 
in the Chicago Sun-Times of Septem
ber 9, 1956. In the course of this re
view Mr. Ernest states: "The effort 
to harmonize the substance of each 
of the six higher religions serves to 
reveal the key to the learned histo~ 
rian's personal religion, which has 
been a matter of conjecture to many, 
even to his disciples, 

uRis profession of faith is that of 
a liberal Christian in the catholic 
sense of its cosmic and metaphysi~ 
cal meaning, 

"His approach to history is that 
of a theologian, not that of a skeptic 
or freethinker. 

"His theology can with little reser
vation be classified as that of a mys
tic. 

"But the learned historian may not 
be quite sure himself to which he 
adheres of the higher religions that 
agree that absolute reality has a per
sonal element. He could well be clas
sified as a Baha'ist, with credit to 
that religious order and to himself." 

During the week of September 21, 
1956 a new Shopping Center was 
opened in Hillside, Illinois. The cur
tain department of the new Goldblatt 
Store, wishing to make their display 
as attractive as possible, used a 
scene of the Baha'i Temple as a view 
which could be seen froRl one of 
their model kitchen windows. 

One of the most detailed and fav
orable notices of the Faith contained 
in current books is one found in God 
Will Work With You But Not For 
You, A Living Philosophy, by Lao 
Russell. Among Mr. Russell's refer
ences we quote: 

"Another modern mystic who has 
transformed millions of lives and 
turned their eyes to the Light is 
Baha!u'llah. the founder of a great 
religious movement known as the 
Baha'i Faith .... 

"In Baha'u'llah is an exemplifica
tion of this trait (Le., sacrifice) of 
human nature, for he was tortured 
and imprisoned in chains for years 
in a filthy black dungeon, with 
thieves and murderers, until he was 
near death. Many of his followers 
were imprisoned with him and exe
cuted, yet the cosmic ecstasy of an 
eternally happy man remained with 

WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 

Fourth Yur - 1956-1 957 

Annual Budget ....... $500,000.00 

Total Requirements 
May 1 to October 15 .. 228,800.00 

Total Contributions 
May 1 to October 15 .. 144,100.00 

-NATIONAL SPntrrUAL ASSEMBLY 

him through his far greater suffer
ings than even a crucifixion. . . . " 

"The Baha'i Faith is world-wide 
and its followers give evidence of 
the inspiring nature of its teachings 
by their exemplary lives and ac
tions. " 

AMERICAN INDIAN NEWS 
The American Indian Service Com

mIttee invites the friends to write 
lor the following teaching aids: 

Brochure for Teaching among the 
American Indians, with supplement, 
price SOc. 

Pamphlet A New Day Comes, in 
Cherokee, in English. or in Navajo
English, no charge, 

American Indian Service 
Committee 

Mrs. Nancy Phillips, Secretary 
736 Encanto Drive, S. E. 
Phoenix, Arizona 

'Ihe Lord 01 the New Age, By Win
ston Evans. A dynamic and chal
lenging message to Christians pro
claiming Baha'u'llah to be the Prom
ised One, the Lord of the Age. This 
item was particularly prepared at 
the request of the National Assembly 
to be used in meeting the "Nation
wide Teaching Opportunity" men
tioned in their letter to all local as
semblies and in October 1956 BAH.P/f 
NEWS. Prepared in standard, small 
pamphlet size with colorful two-toned 
blue cover. 

10 copies (minimum order) . $ .50 
100 copies ................... $4.50 

Reprinted - New Format 
The Divine Art 01 Living Study 
Guide. Seven Round Table Discus
sions prepared by Marian Lippitt to 
facilitate study of Baha'i teachings 
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on individual life needs. Printed (not 
mimeographed) on yellow stock, fol
lowing the new design recently im. 
plemented on study outlines, each on 
different colored paper for easy iden
tification, 81hxl1. 12 pages, printed 
on yellow stock. 

Per copy .................... $ .35 

Special Price Offered 
on Presentation Copies 

Race and Man. Compiled by Maye 
Harvey Gift and Alice Cox. For a 
limited period of time a 50% reduc· 
tion in price will be in effect on this 
134-page book when used for presen
tation to libraries, or to selected in
dividuals and organizations. {Please 
see Interracial Committee announce
ment in this issue.} 

This book recently received some 
excellent and lengthy reviews in sev
eral newspapers of the Associated 
Negro Press which included the fol
lowing statement: "Religions lead
ers, public speakers. students of 
current affairs, world relief agencies 
and organizations vrorking for interr 
racial cooperation, will find Race 
and Man one of the best compilations 
in print today offering a solution to 
the race problem. with spiritual 
teachings on the unity of the human 
race as expounded by Baha'u'Ilah, 
the most extraordinary spiritual 
figure. , ." 

When ordering for this purpose be 
certain to specify presentation copies 
so that the reduced price will be 
billed on the order. 

The regular selling price of $1.00 
for individual personal copies con· 
tinues to be in effect. 

Reduced price (for 
presentation) ................ $ .50 

Available from 
BAHA 'f PUBUSHING TRUST 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 

PUBLISHING TRUST INVITES 
INQUIRY ON SPECIAL ITEMS 

The Baha'i Publishing Trust em
phasizes the importance of having 
aU committees inquire concerning 
the status of any literature item be
fore recommending it for use in a 
special teaching program or pub· 
licity campaign. There are always 
certain items going out of stock, or 
being eliminated entirely, which can· 



12 

not therefore be available. Some
times a small supply, sufficient for 
months of ordinary use, is not suf
ficient in quantity when a special em
phasis is placed upon it. 

An inquiry to the Publishing Trust 
sent in advance of any such com
mittee announcement will insure 
having a sufficient quantity of the 
item in stock and avoid needless 
explanations when orders are re
ceived for it. 

-BAHA'! PUBLISHlNG TRUST 

"Baha'I News" 

October Supplement 
The October issue of BAHA'i 

News, made up for 20 pages by 
the Editorial Committee, was 
sent out with pages 17-20 miss
ing, due to an error by the 
printer. These pages are being 
distributed with this issue, as a 
separate four-page supplement. 

BAHA" HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

Visiting hours 

Weekdays and Saturdays: 
1:00----4:00 P.M. 
(the Auditorium will be open) 

Sundays: 10:30 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 
(the entire building will be open) 

Service of Worship: SWlday at 3 :30 
P.M., lasting until 4: 15. 

FCASTS 

November 4-Qudrat (Power) 
November 23-Qawl (Speech) 
December 12-Masa!il (Questions) 

HOLY DAYS 

November 12-Birth of Bahil.'u'llah 
November 26-Dav of the Covenant 
November 28----As~ension of 
'Abdu'l-Baha 

(Holy Days and Anniversaries cele. 
brated at the Baha', House of Wor
ship are open to the public. The 
first part of the meeting will be 
held in the Auditorium: the second 
part in Foundation Hall. The meet
ing begins at 8:00 p.m. of the day 
preceding the anniversary date.) 

BAHA ~i STATE CONVENTIONS 

December 2-for election of dele
gates to the 1957 National Baha'i 
Convention. 

NATIONAL SPmrl'UAL 

ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 

N ovem ber 22, 23, 24, 25 
December 29, 30, 31, January 1 

A1hambra, California ~ Miss Joanne 
Elizabeth Laux to Mr. James Hollinger 
on August 24, 1956. 

BAHA'i DIRECTORY CHANGES 

New Mexico 

NOVEMBER 1956 

Teaneck, New Jersey: Miss Rita Abram· 
son to Mr. Theodore H. Weiss on Sep
tember 2. 1956. 

Los Angeles, California: Miss Mavis 
Roberta Burton to Mr. Tony Powell 
Longaker on September 30, 1956. 

Mr. David R. Perry 
Gambrills. Maryland 
August 10, 1956 

Mrs. Rosetta Maddox 
Cleveland, Ohio 
(date not reported) 

Mrs. Mary S. Burland 
San Francisco, California 
September 1. 1956 

Mrs. May Cummings 
Flint, Michigan 
September 3, 1956 

Mrs. Helen Miller 
Los Angeles, California 
September 14, 1956 

Mrs. Helen Matteson 
Turtle Creek, Pennsylvania 
September 17, 1956 

Mrs. Maude E. Sturm 
Jackson. Mississippi 
September 22, 1956 

Mr. Edward Ruppers 
Phoenix, Arizona 
September 22, 1956 

Mr. Joseph Kuperberg 
New York, New York 
September 28, 1956 

Dr. Charles Demoure 
Peoria, Illinois 
September 28. 1956 

Mrs. Lucy K. Anderson 
Topeka, Kansas 
September 30. 1956 

AsSEMBLY SECRETARIES 

Colorado 
Colorado Springs: Mes. Gladys Roberts, Secretary Pro Tern, 
915 N. Hancock. 

Albuquerque: Mrs. Rosemarie Smith, 8101 Princess Jeanne 
Ave., N.E. 

Denver: Miss Gwili Posey, 2290 S. Race, Apt. 636, z.lO. 

Michigan 
Muskegon: Mrs. Katherine Schott, 1685 Roberts. 

Montana 
Helena: Mrs. Mary Cottrill, Acting Secretary. 1206 Lamborn. 

North Carolina 
Greensboro: Miss Zoe Meyer. 309 S. Tremont Dr. 

Wisconsin 
Whitefish Bay: Mrs. Vivian Fellows. 4857 N. Oakland Ave., 
z.17. 

B/a.HA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of' the Baha'i World Community 

Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies of 
the United States as well as fl"Om National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the :first day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 

BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1956-57: Mrs. Eunice Braun. Miss 
Charlotte Linfoot, Mr. Richard C. Thomas. 

Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. Illinois, U.S.A. 
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The Great Reservoir of Power 
Beloved Friends: 

The National Spiritual AssemblY, 
on behalf of the Baha'is through
out -the United States, is at present 
actively engaged in planning ten Na
tional Conventions to be held during 
RiQviln, 1957. 

These ten include: the Annual Con· 
vention of the Baha'is of the United 
States; the first Annual Convention 
of the Baha'is of Alaska; the first 
Annual Convention of the Baha'is of 
Brazil, Venezuela, Colombia, Ecua
dor and Peru; the first Annual Con
vention of the Baha'is of Argentina, 
Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay and Uru
guay; the first Annual Convention of 
the Baha'is of Mexico, Costa Rica, 
EI Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua and Panama; the first 
Annual Convention of the Baha'is of 
Haiti, Cuba, Dominican Republic, 
Jamaica and Bermuda; the first An
nual Convention of the Baha'is of 
Norway, Sweden. Denmark and Fin
land; the first Annual Convention of 
the Baha'is of Belgium, Netherlands 
and Luxembourg; the first Annual 
Convention of the Baha'is of Portu· 
gal and Spain; the first Annual Con
vention of the Baha'is of Japan, 
Sakhalin Island, Formosa, Korea, 
Hong Kong, Macau and Hainan. 

Among these new National Assem
blies it will be noted that the four to 
be established in Latin America are 
formed from the two existing Na
tional Assemblies of Central and 
South America, making a net addi
tion of seven to the number of Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies noW 
existing. 

As it is necessary for one member 
of the U. S. National Assembly to be 
present at each of the nine Conven-

tions, this means that its entire 
membership will be absent from the 
United States during the first few 
days of RiQvan, returning in time 
lor the Convention in Wilmette. 

The formation of these nine Re
gional National and National Assem
blies will mark a tremendous con· 
quest for the beloved Guardian's 
Ten Year Plan. Latin America1 the 
Territory of Alaska, Western Eu
rope, and the Far East are all in
volved, manifesting the world·wide 
spread of the Faith of Baba'u'llilh. 
At present there are fifteen National 
administrative bodies~ and by the 
end of Rigvan there will be twenty· 
six, a gre a tly strengthened basis 
for the Baha'i Order and a corre
sponding increase in the communi
ties directly linked to the beloved 
Guardian. 

The second consideration of vital 
importance is that the great reser· 
voir of power making the formation 
of these new National bodies possi· 
ble is directly or indirectly the 
American Baha'i community. From 
here went forth the original impetus 
to settle and consolidate all these 
administrative areas. It is an hour 
of victorious achievement. 

At the same time, the victory it
self is but a prelude to greater tasks 
ahead. Therefore America, the great 
reservoir of power, must gird itself 
at this very moment to multiply its 
members, its local Assemblies, its 
groups and its isolated believers. 
The homefront is a world front. This 
is the fact which the National Assem· 
bly urgently presents to all the 
American believers and all the 
Assemblies, groups and committees 
concerned with the teaching and con-
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solidation work throughout the 
country. 

Once again the National Spiritual 
Assembly appeals for support of the 
new circuit teaching plan and whole
hearted study of The Power Of the 
Covenant and the Charter of a Di
vine Civilization. The supreme need 
is for spiritually enthused, and rna. 
ture and well-balanced Baha'is 
whose daily lives act on the realiza
tion that sacrifice and continuous 
service are the dearest privilege of 
those who are near to God. 

-NATIONAL SPlRITUAL AssEMBLY 

REPORTS SHOW INCREASED 
INTEREST IN FAITH 

While it is too early to determine 
the amoWlt of interest in the Baha'i 
Faith aroused by the articles on the 
Faith in the October issues of the 
Methodist publications, Adult Stu
dent and Adult Teacher, the friends 
will be interested to know that re
quests for additional information are 
being received daily by the National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

Between October 15 and 31, 
twenty·three individuals in eleven 
states asked for factual material 
which they could present to their 
adult Bible classes. During the same 
period there were ten other requests 
from six states which could have 
been inspired by these articles, al
though no direct reference was made 
to them. These figures do not take 
into aCcolUlt any requests for litera
ture or speakers that may have been 
received by local Spiritual Assem
blies or individual BahaJis. 

The Spiritual Assembly of Nash· 
ville, Tenn. reports that one of its 
members had been asked to speak 
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on the Faith at one of the local 
Methodist churches on November 4, 
and to a young adult class in 
another on the following Sunday. 

A note from the Assembly in Ar
lington, Va., states that Methodists 
in two churches asked Baha'is to be 
present for the study and discussion 
of the Faith on October 28. 

The local Spiritual Assembly of 
Dallas, Texas, in a well-written let
ter to each of the Methodist churches 
in that city, offered to supply a 
speaker on the basic principles and 
history of the Faith, or to answer 
questions during the discussion pe
riod. The letter emphasized the fact 
that this offer was made only in the 
hope of being of service and not to 
take advantage of the opportunity to 
prose1ytize, It also extended a warm 
invitation to the members of the 
adult classes to attend the local 
Baha'i observance of United Nations 
Day. and the anniversary celebra
tion of the birth of Baha 'u 'llah. 

Sherman Rosenberg, East Lan
sing1 Mich., was invited to present 
the Faith before the adult study 
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To the len Is shown the main door of the BabA'f international Archives BulIdJDc, 

Haifa, received from Italy in October 1956. 

Above is the carved Chlampo stone cresting of the International Archives Bundln .. 

being placed in position. 

group in a neighboring Community 
Church. He reports: "It would be 
difficult to say how much further 
interest was aroused by our visit. 
However, there was not enough time 
to answer all the questions raised 
after I presented particular aspects 
of the Faith to them, specifically 
correcting the major mistakes ap~ 

pearing in the article, and comment
ing on the criticism of this being one 
in a series of Revela tions from God." 

The Audio-Visual Education Coin· 
mittee reports that 100 recordings of 
the talks by Winston Evans, "The 
Lord of the New Age," and "The 
Promised Day of God," were 
shipped before October 22 for use by 
local radio stations. The Baha'i Pub
lishing Trust also reports that more 
than 8,000 copies of the new pamph
let, "The Lord- of the New Age, H 

were ordered within three weeks 
after it was announced to the be
lievers. 

The immediate and wide response 
to thls teaching opportunity an
nounced by the National Spiritual 
Assembly is a most encouraging in
dication of the ability of the friends 
to arise and seize the special occa
sions offered them. The long-term 
value of this particular project can 
well be far greater than we realize 
now. 

Other teaching opportunities, local 
in character and less spectacular 
than this, frequently arise in most 
cities and towns. Thus each local 
Assembly and group should be on 

the alert to adopt the right method 
to present the Faith on every pos
sible occa sion. 

The special characteristic of the 
Faith of Baha'u'llah, that it has no 
professional clergy but ordains ev. 
ery believer to the office of teacher, 
multiplies our contacts and keeps 
the Baha'i community vigorous and 
alert. 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL ASSBMBLY 

SUGGEST "BAHA'I WORLD" 
FOR COLLEGE LIBRARIES 

In making plans to carry out the 
Guardian's instructions for promot
ing the BaM.'i Faith among college 
students and persons from other 
countries, local Spiritual Assem
blies, Baha'i groups and individuals 
should consider the possibility of 
placing a copy of The Baha'i World, 
Volume XII, in the local college 
libraries. 

This current volume is QDe of the 
most impressive evidences we have 
of the world-wide scope of the Faith, 
its achievements and its vigorous re
sponse to the Ten Year Plan. Its 
many illustrations and maps, as well 
as its statement and articles on the 
aims, purposes and teachings of the 
Faith, have particular interest for 
the student mind. 

The Baha'i Publishing Trust will 
send with each copy ordered for this 
purpose a mimeographed review-



IAHA'] NEWS 

summary of the book which can be 
given the librarian when copies are 
presented, and which may also be 
used for local publicity concerning 
the gift, 

Assemblies, groups, and individual 
Baha'is acting on this suggestion are 
requested to report to the National 

:Library Service Committee their 
placement of copies of the:ie volumes 
in college libraries. 

The true value of The Bahd'i 
WorldJ Volume XlI, depends on CUT~ 
rent distribution. The American Ba
ha'is are urged to give this plan 
their careful attention. 

-NATroNAL SPmrruAL AsSEMBLY 

AsI .. 
BAHA'iS PARTICIPATE 
IN TOKYO CONGRESS 
OF WORLD FELLOWSHIP 

The City of Tokyo, Japan, was 
host to an International Congress of 
World Fellowship of Faith on Oc
tober 3 and 4, when 350 delegates 
representing the religions of the 
world met "to draw in a common 
band of fellowship people of all de
nominations, races and countries, to 
comprehend that the whole human 
race is one and that all religions 
are different manifestations of the 
Supreme Reality." 

The special guest speaker at the 
openiI)g session was Dr. Sarvapalli 
Radbakrishnan, Vice-President of 
India. Several Ambassadors and 
other important persons brought 
messages of greeting and good 
wishes from their respective coun
tries for the success of the 
deliberations. 

The agenda for the second session 
was devoted to discussion of the 
question: "How we reach the com
mon square where all the followers 
of different religions, each of them 
having their own faiths, doctrines 
and rites, can heartily join hands." 
The speakers as announced in the 
printed program were: 

Dr, g, Ono (Shintoist); Reverend 
T, Miki (Newreligionist) 
Mr, S, Imaoka (Unitarian); Mr, 
W. p, Woodard (Christian) 
Mr, Philip Marangella (Baha'ist) 
~'Pattern for World Unity" 

Dr, R. Masunga, 
Mr. L. H. Hamilton, a member of 

the Tokyo local Spiritual Assem
bly, who served as a member of 
the planning committee for the Con
gress~ also spoke on the Baha'i Faith 
during the discussion of one of the 
subjects having to do with the Ul'lity 
of religions. Baha'is from a number 
of communities attended as observ
er s and talked with many d eleg a tes 
about the Faith, 

-ASIA. TEACHING COMMIT'I'EE: 

JAPAN BAHA',S ATTEND 
TEACHING CONFERENCE 

A two-day teaching conference ar
ranged by the N ationai Teaching 
Committee of Japan was held 
September 23 and 24 at Shogoin 
Nakamachi, Sakyo-ku, Kyoto, with 
58 adults and 15 children in attend
ance, representing all Baha'i com
munities in Japan. The program was 
designed mainly for study and dis
cussion of the Covenant and Baha'i 
Administration. 

The agenda for the first session, 
on Saturday afteIi1oon, included an 
outline of the purpose and scope of 
the conference by the chairman of 
the National Teaching Committee, 
Mr. Philip Marangella, followed by 
brief talks on: HTeaching in Japan," 
by Miss Agnes Alexander; "Need for· 
Expansion," by Mr, A, Moghbel, 
and "Method of Teaching" by Mr, 
N, Momtazi and Mr, A. Mohtadi. 

3 

The study and eliscussion of The 
Covenant and Administration began 
Saturday evening and continued 
most of Sunday forenoon, led by Mr, 
Marangella and by Mr, William 
Maxwell of Kwangju, Korea, with 
Mr. M. Zenimoto and Mr. Nakajima 
serving as chairmen of these two 
sessions, respectively. 

The conference closed Sunday 
noon with a panel discussion on 
"Why Japan Needs the Baha'i 
Faith," presented by Mr. T. TOTii, 
Mr. T, Ishii, Mr, A, Yokoyama and 
Miss M. Morita. 

A message of greeting from the 
conference to the Guardian brought 
his inspiring reply: "Deeply ap
preciate message. Welcome renewed 
dedication. Fervently supplicating 
great victories." 

As a follow-up of the conference, 
the National Teaching Committee 
has scheduled visits by members of 
the committee to every Baha'i com
munity beginning November first, 
for a six or eight week intensive 
study with the community members 
of The Covenant and AdministTa
tion. Translations of parts of the 
compilation on this subject have 
been made into Japanese for the 
Baha'is who do not know English. 

The immediate objective of the 
conference and this follow-up pro
gram is preparation of the Baha'ls 
of Japan for the formation of their 
National Spiritual Assembly next 
April. 

-ASIA TEACHING COMMITrEE 

Tea.chlng Conference at Kyoto, .Japan, September 23-14, at which aU Baha'i com
munities in Japan were represented. 
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FIrst. Spiritual Assembly of Kyoto, Japan, 
elected April 21, 1956, 

First Spiritual Assembly of Nagoya, Japan. 
elected April 2.1, 1956. 

Members of the Spiritual Assembly 01 
Tokyo, lapan, for ihe year 1956-1957. 
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North Pacific Area Assemblies to ParticipatE 

First Spiritual Assembly of Kwangjn, Chot. 
lanamdo, Korea. ejected April 21, 1956. 

First Spiritual Assembly of Seo~ Korea.. 
elected Aprn 21, 1956. 

Eight of the members of the first Spiritual 
Assembly of Hong Kong, elec1ed April 21, 

1956. 
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Electing National Assembly on Next Ridvan 

First Spiritual Assem bl, of Nisblnomfya., 
Japan, elected April 21. 1956. 

Dahi'j commtality of Taman, Formosa.. on 
the occasion of the election of the first Spir
itual Assembly iD Formosa.. on April 21, 

1956, 

First Spiritual Assembly of Yokohama, 
Japan, elected Apl'll 21, 1956. 

SpirUual Assembly of Osaka, Japan, eJected 
April Zl, 1956. Osaka was formerly pal" of 

the Hyogo--ken Baha'i commun:ity. 

First Spiritual Assembly of Kobe. Japan. 
elected AprIl U, 1956. 

Spiritual Assembly of Amagasaki, lapan. 
ejected April 21. 1956. This community was 
formerly pari 01 the Byogo-ken community. 
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furope 
MANY BAHA'iS ATTEND 
FRANCE SUMMER SCHOOL 

The second France Baha'i Summer 
School, August 24-September 2, held 
at Menton-Garavan, opened with a 
one-day Teaching Conference which 
was attended by 63 adult believers, 
5 youth and 15 children, represent
ing 14 French localities and 7 coun
tries. 

The theme of the Conference was 
"The Ten Year Global Crusade and 
Specific Goals for France." Mr. Joel 
Marangella, chairman of the School 
Committee, was first speaker. By 
contrasting the remarkable rate of 
the growth of the Faith during the 
first three years of the Ten Year 
Global Crusade with its growth dur
ing the first Baha'i century and the 
period between the First Baha'i 
Jubilee (1944) and the second Baha'i 
Jubilee (1953), he called attention 
to the phenomenal progress which 
had been made by the Faith since 
the beginning of the Global Crusade 
in relationship to the previous 11 
decades. 

The drama of the Crusade, its ac
complishments and goals yet to be 
won, was graphically illustrated by 
a giant map covering one entire wall 
of the conference room, and includ
ing every detail of our beloved 
Guardian's own map of the Crusade. 

A special map of France showed 
the assemblies, groups and isolated 
centers of the Faith in this country. 
Paris, Lyon, Marseille and Nice 
have assemblies, Nice forming its 
a ssem bly this year. Or leans ha 5 

good prospects of re-establishing its 
a ssem bly ·next April 21. 

Other goal cities designated by the 
Guardian are Bordeaux, Poi tier , 
Lille, Metz, Nancy, Strasbourg and 
Dijon, the last five not having a sin
gle believer. However, there are 
eight other groups and 13 isolated 
centers in France. Mr. Marangella 
reminded us, "We have until Ric;lvan 
of 1951 to establish the additional lo
cal Assemblies necessary for a firm 
foundation upon which France can 
form its first National Spiritual As
sembly during Ric;lvim, 1958," 

We have been given the vision of 
what could he done-what must be 
done-before RiQ.van of 1963; now it 
was up to us to decide how we, in-

dividually and collectively, would 
play our part in its realization. 

Teaching Plan Outlined 
On the subject "Teaching Plan for 

All of France", Mrs. Sara Kenny 
spoke on "Consolidation". She 
pointed out that impetus in the Faith 
comes from two directions, from the 
top down, through the Guardian, who 
has divine guidance, and from the 
bottom up, from the individual. The 
latter must he channeled through the 
various institutions of the Faith or 
the individual's efforts will be dif
fused and lost. Mrs. Kenny empha
sized the importance of "communi
C4.tion" through the Guardian's mes
sages and other important corr'€
spondence read at the Nineteen-Day 
Feasts, through attendance at con
ventions, conferences and summer 
schools. 

"Each of us must try to strengthen 
and beautify in our own community 
as the Guardian does at the Center. 
We know where to turn for answers 
to every problem today, and these 
problems must be faced coura
geously and forthrightly," Mrs. 
Kenny stated, 

On this same subject, Miss Far
rutr.h loa s outlined a plan for "Pro
mulgation," The aim is to increase 
the membership in ord€r to attain 
the specific goals in France-at least 
8 assemblies and 15 groups, To do 
this, Miss Ioas said, we must find 
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ways to make the Faith widely 
known. we must increase the num
ber of our individual contacts, and 
we must be able to inform our con
tacts about the Faith. 

"Initiative, desire, and the will of 
the individual is required to carry 
out these tasks. Committees, Assem
blies and bulletins cannot do the job 
for him. When our efforts lead to reg
ular Firesides and classes we should 
constantly keep in mind the require
ments for membership: that com
plete understanding is required, not 
partial; that our aim is to increase 
the number of world citizens. new 
soldiers in the army of Baha'u'llah." 

Review Help Needed 
The final topic of the Conference 

was "Ways and Means", a consulta
tion period led by Mlle. Lucienne 
Migette, chairman of the Paris As
sembly. Representatives from each 
assembly and group reported on the 
existing status, plans and problems 
in their own communities, and out
lined the help they needed as well 
as the help they could give, 

There can be no doubt that the 
Conference succeeded in impressing 
on all the believers present the ur
gency of the tasks ahead of us, and 
it was with a renewed spirit of de
termination and seriousness that the 
school opeoed the next morning, 

All of the sessions were held in 
the Chalet des Rosiers, property gen-

Second France Summer School held at Menton-Garavan on August 24 to September 
2. 1956. 
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First Spiritua.l Assembly of LaUIIa:.me, SwitzeJ'land, formed April 
21, 1956 

erously loaned for the occasion by 
two Monaco believers. In a semi· 
tropical setting, the Chalet perches 
on the side of a mountain overlook
ing the sparkling Mediterranean. It 
is historically famous as the resi
dence for two years of Queen Vic
toria, who in turn is famous in Baha'i 
history for her reported remark on 
reading the Tablet addressed to her 
by Baha 'u'llah: "If this is of God, 
it wiU endure; if not, it can do no 
harm!" 

In this lovely spot the believers 
and friends turned their serious at
tention to the study of such subjects 
as· the Kitab-i-Iqan, the Covenant, 
The Promised Day Is Come~ Seven 
Valleys, Datvn-BTeakeTs~ the spir
itual attributes, and the administra
tion. Presentation of the latter sub
ject included an unusual round-table 
panel which answered questions on 
local administrative problems. 

Great talent and understanding of 
the Teachings were demonstrated by 
the French believers, many of whom 
were teaching in a Baha'i Summer 
School for the tirst time. 

Youth Plan Meetings 
The Youth held frequent im

promptu meetings to discuss their 
Own problems. Deciding to combine 
their strength to attract other youth 
to the Faith, they planned a series 
of get-togethers to be held in differ
ent cities during the year to which 

they could bring their friends. The 
time and place of the first meeting 
was set for September 29-30, at 
Ocleans. 

Beloved Hand of the Cause, Ugo 
Giachery, made many inspiring con
tributions during his two-day visit to 
the school, and related several in
teresting facts concerning the con
struction of the International Ar
chives Building on Mount Carmel. 

Great was our joy when a cable 
from our beloved Guardian arrived. 
Time was set aside for discussion 
and consultation on the goals re-em
phasized by him. Quote: "Delighted 
large attendance praying great vic
tories urge intensify efforts multipli
cation consolidation centres deepest 
love Shoghl. tp 

A public meeting sponsored by the 
Summer School Committee, held in 
Nice, August 26, was an outstanding 
success with an attendance of 84 per
sons. Mrs. Harold Gail spoke on 
"World Peace and the Baha'i World 
Faith. " 

The friends departed from Menton, 
somewhat exhausted after such a 
busy week, but happy in the know l
edge that during this period of daily 
intimate association and study of the 
Teachings they had become a close· 
knit community with a single de
sire-to promote the Cause of God 
throughout France. 

-FI..Oru:N"CE BAGLEY 

Australia, New Zealand 
U. N, SOCIAL CLUB 
HEARS OF FAITH 

7 

A Panel of Religions was pre
sented to the United Nations Social 
Club of Wellington, New Zealand on 
July 29, the New Zealand Newsletter 
reports_ 

Represented were the Hindu, Jew
ish, Muslim, and Baha'i Faiths. 
Percy Leadley, secretary of the Wel
lington Baha'i Spiritual Assembly, 
spoke on the Baha'i Faith. 

Each speaker gave quarter-hour
talks on the religion they rep
resented, and a question period fol
lowed each talk. Mr. Leadley spoke 
briefly on the birth and early his
tory of the Faith, concentrated on 
each of the 12 Baha'i principles, and 
closed by touching on the Admin
istrative Order and by reading the 
appreciations of the Faith of Queen 
Marie of Roumania and Leo Tolstoy. 

This evening of religious discus
sion was a departure from the usual 
U.N. Social Club activity, which 
usually keeps to the lighter side of 
entertainment. Its realization was 
due to the patient efforts of Suhayl 
'AIa.'i and Clarice White, and lately 
of Vernon Mackenzie and Hooshang 
Mosaed, in breaking down the op
position of certain club committee 
members. The latter two also took 
part in the Panel of Religions. 

Many questions were asked at the 
meeting following the Baha'i exposi
tion, and the club committee was 
surprised to find the largest audi
ence in attendance for some weeks. 

TEACHING CONFERENCE 
HELD IN WELLINGTON 

The Regional Teaching Confer
ence for New Zealand sponsored a 
Teaching Conference in Wellington 
on September 8 and 9. The New Zea
Land NewsLetter has published a de
tailed account of the actions of this 
meeting, which are excerpted below. 

After greetings by the Chairman, 
Vernon Mackenzie. excerpts from 
the Guardian's convention message 
were read, to emphasize four par
ticular points: (1) Newly opened 
territories must not be allowed to 
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become vacant, (2) Local Assem
blies must not be allowed to dissolve 
or be dangered, (3) The process of 
increasing the number of supporters 
and multiplying isolated centers, 
groups, and Assemblies must be 
accelerated, (4) Incorporation of lo
cal Assemblies must proceed with 
great rapidity. 

Local Assemblies then reported 
their present strength and what their 
requirements would be by next Ri<;l
van, when the adjustment of the 
areas of jurisdiction would come into 
operation. 

Miss Joyce of Christchurcb Group 
reported that she has presented 
seven Baha'i books in a canister to 
the officer in charge of the American 
Antarctic Expedition. for their li
brary. Others are to be sent to 
another Antarctic base at McMurdo 
Sound later on. 

A new approacb to Regional 
Teaching Work was presented for 
Assembly consideration: that local 
Assemblies "adopt" certain Goal 
Groups for a full measure of support. 

Teaching through service was 
stressed as a means of appealing to 
some people who would not be 
reacbed by pamphlets and meetings. 

The conference was closed with 
suitable prayers. The Teaching Com
mittee termed the meetings a no
table success. 

YERRINBOOL SCHOOL 
PROGRAMS LISTED 

December 26, 1956, to January 7, 
1957, will be the dates of the Yerrin
bool Baha'i School, Yerrinbool, New 
South Wales. 

Topics will include. "The Place of 
IsIa.m in Progressive Revelation," 
"Spiritual Laws and Ordinances," 
and classes on the teaching and ad
ministration of the Faith. 

Inquiries may be addressed to the 
secretary, Mrs. S. W. Bolton, 40 Clin
ton St., Orange, N. S. W. 

British Isles 
GL YNLLlFON SCHOOL 
ACTIVITIES RELATED 

Impressions of the Summer School 
held at Glynllifon, near Caernarvon, 
North Wales, have been published in 
the British Bahci'i JournaL This ac
count is reprinted in part below: 

The quiet grey and green setting 
of Glynllifon was perfect for a Sum
mer School. Its wide lawns and 
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First Spiritual Assembly of WeUfngion, New Zealand, formed on 
April 21, 1956. 

stretches of water, the tall pillars of 
the house, and the pine woods folded 
us into its atmosphere and made us 
feel as though we were an interna
tional community on a green island. 

During the first week we were for
tunate in having with us Dr. Moay
yad, 'Abdu'l-Baha's personal doctor, 
who told us of his work among the 
believers in Haifa, of how he longed 
to examine 'Abdu'l-Baha himself, 
and of when the opportunity finally 
came. 

On another occasion Dr. Moayyad 
gave us a moving account of how 
the remains of the Bab were trans
ferred, over 10ng years, to their final 
resting place on Mt. Carmel. These 
accounts all brought the early his~ 
tory of the Faith very near, and we 
were caught up in the enthusiasm 
and verve of those early days. 

In a series of discussions led by 
Dr. Moayyad and Philip Hainsworth 
we heard stressed the power of the 
Guardian and of the Covenant which 
binds all Baha'is to God, and helps 
us forward in teaching and pioneer 
work. 

There were alternative courses 
each week on Baha'i Administration 
and the Gleanings, also two series 
of lectures on Christianity and Islam. 

Much interest was aroused by 
David Hofman's review of George 
Townshend's book, Christ and Ba~ 
hci'u~ncih, which we are told to ex
pect towards the end of the year, 
and we are looking forward to its 
publication. 

Thus we leave Summer School 1956 
with impressions of fun, comrade-

ship, love for each other and the 
Guardian, and gratitude to God that 
we have been touched by His great 
bounty. 

-AUDRIE ROGERS 

Irish Translation 

The BaM·, JouTnal also reports 
that the translation of a pamphlet 
into Irish has been received, and 
an order placed for its printing in 
Ireland. The Dagbane translation has 
been received from the printer, 
bringing the number of Ten-Year 
Crusade translations to eleven. 

Centra' America 
PANAMA PRESIDENT 
RECEIVES U. N. FLAG 
FROM BAHA'i OFFICER 

Esteban Canales, Secretary of the 
National Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Central America, and member of the 
Auxiliary Board, in his capacity as 
United Nations Information Agent 
presented a United Nations flag to 
newly-elected President Ernesto de 
la Guardia Jr., of Panama. 

The occasion was the observance 
of the anniversary of the founding 
of the United Nations on October 24. 
The Panama Star & Herald pub
lished a three-column photograph 
showing the presentation ceremony. 

Other officials present included 
Juvenal Castrellon, chief of the In
ternational Organizations section of 
the Foreign Office. Camilo Levy 
Salcedo, chief of protocol, and For
eign Minister Aquillino Boyd. 
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Congresses, Dedications Stimulate Central America Teaching 

Baha'i communities of Central America, Mexico, and 
Panama were visited by Esteban Canales, Member of 
the Auxiliary Board of the Hands of the Cause, from 
July 25 to September 9, 1956. He spoke at public meet
ings, held consultations with the Baha'is on teaching 
projects, and shared with them a special message from 
the Hands of the Cause regarding teaching contacts 
collectively and individually. 

The following cities were visited: Mexico City and 
Puebla, Mexico; Guatemala City, Chichicastenango, and 
Quiche, Guatemala; San Salvador and Santa Ana, El 
Salvador; San Pedro Sula, La Lima, and Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras; Managua and Nandaime, Nicaragua; San 
Jose, Escazu, Limon, Puntarenas, and Alajue1a, Costa 
Rica; and David, Colon. Canal Zone, and Panama City. 
Panama. 

Reports from these communities reveal tbftt his visit 
was the source of great inspiration and encouragement, 
and there have been many new confirmed believers 
received into the Faith as a result of these activities. 

Four of these countries scheduled Teaching Con· 
gresses in conjunction with Mr. Canales' visit, and two 
countries held ceremonies dedicating their I:Ia+iratu'l· 
Quds during these summer months. 

Friends at.tendlng the TeachiDg CoD.CTess In San lose, Costa 
Rica.. on August Z8-2.9. 1956. 

San Jose. Costa Rica 
A Teaching Congress was held in San Jose, Costa 

Rica, on August 24-26 during the visit of Mr. Canales 
there. Topics included HThe Assembly, Axis of a Com~ 
munity,!t "The Power of the Nineteen Day Feasts," and 
UTeaching the Faith by Our Example. n Mr. Canales 
spoke on "How to Gain Success in the World Crusade." 

Mexico City, Mexico 
The inauguration of the l;Ia~iratu·l·Quds took place 

during the visit of Mr. Canales in Mexico City from 
July 25-29. Over 70 persons attended the inauguration, 
including visiting Baha'IS from Monterrey and Puebla, 

Some of the Bah3. 'is attendin&, the Teaching CoD&,re8S In 
Mexico City on .July !8-29, 1956. 

and from the United States. Mr. Canales was the guest 
speaker on this occasion. On July 28-29 a Teaching Con~ 
gress was held for the Mexican Baha'is. 

Managua. Nicaragua 
The inauguration of the l;Ia~iratu'l-Quds in Managua, 

Nicaragua, was held on July 12, 1956. The National Spir
itual Assembly of Central America was represented by 
Jenny Taylor and Donald Ross Witzel, and the event was 
celebrated along with the observance of the Martyrdom 
of the Bab. 

From August 21 to 24, Esteban Canales visited Nic
aragua. On August 22 he spoke at a public meeting in the 
Baha'i Center at Managua, and the next day -he 
addressed the Baha'i commlUlity on "Teachiilg Goals" 
and "How to Teach the Faith." On August 24 he sPoke 
at the village of Nandaime, a goal city, and afterwards 
spoke individually with the contacts there. 

The response to his conferences, talks, and individual 
teaching efforts was unparal1eled. in Nandaime, a town 

InauguraUon of the Hazlrata'J..Q1Ids of Manacva. Nicara.gua. 
on .July 12, 1956. 
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of 1500 inhabitants, he spoke to an 
audience of 30 contacts. 

Baha'is of Managua held their 
Teaching Congress on September 14-
15, which served to deepen the mem
bers of the community in the Faith. 
Miss Rosy Vodonovic, representing 
the National Teaching Committee of 
Central America, was the guest 
speaker at a public meeting on Sep
tember 15. 

The Teaching Congress in reality 
was a workshop, which was put into 
practice in N andaime on September 
16, when Miss Vodonovic spoke on 
"The Twelve Principles" before an 
interested audience of 22 contacts. 

Santa Alia. E' Sa'yador 
A Teaching Congress was opened 

in Santa Ana on August 11, and con
tinued for two days, during the visit 
of Esteban Canales. Baha'is from 
San Salvador as well as Santa Ana 
attended, and 35 persons availed 
themselves of the opportunity of 
deepening their know ledge of the 
Faith at these classes. 

Speakers at the Congress included 
Miss Marjorie Stee, Mrs. Mercedes 
Vides, Miss Margaret Mills, Mr. 
Artemus Lamb, and Mr. Esteban 
Canales. 

Many new believers were con
firmed, and a great spirit of i oy and 
unity reigned throughout the meet
ings. 
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SplrHuI Assembly or !he BaIIi'is of Slalket, PiklstiJa, repstered 
011. Marek I. 1958. 

India, Pcrkistan, Burmcr 

MALACCA ASSEMBLY 
REPORTS ON FAITH 
IN MALAYA 

The National Assembly of India, 
Pakistan, and Burma has forwarded 
to BAHA'i NEWS an account of the 
progress of the Faith in Malaya, sent 
by the Secretary of the local Spir
itual Assembly of Malacca: 

Malaya is a pleasant land of 
eternal sunshine and tropical beauty. 
But its people are all today in a 

j j melting pot" both politically and 
socially. Baha'u'llilh and His Cause 
has come te the peoples of Malaya 
(with their diversity of cultures and 
racial backgroWld) as an inspiration 
in their best interests. 

Baha'is in Malaya and Singapore 
are well versed in the teachings of 
the F ai th and they are everyday dis
seminating the new knowledge to 
countless people everywhere, with
out fearing the Muslim and Christian 
missionaries, who are dead against 
Bah.8.'is for their tolerant views and 
aim of religious unification. 

We need pioneers from England 
and America very badly, and we 
have been promised by Mr. 'Ala'i, 
the Hand of the Cause, pioneers 
from fran. However, Baha'is here 
are well calibered to work for the 
Cause and follow His divine instruc
tions. They are the best souls wait
ing for communion with. others who 
may like to share with them the 
Baha'i way of life. 

-MmNAL KANTI PAUL 

Ccrncrda 

WESTERN CANADA SUMMER 
CONFERENCE REPORTED 

The Canadian Baha'i News has re
ported the Western Canada Baha'i 
Summer Conference, held at the 
Banff School af Fine Arts, Banff, 
Alberta, September 2-8, 1956, re
printed below. 

Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Montgomery, PiJdsiin. 
formetl oa. April 21. 1956. 

On Sunday evening, September 2, 
Saha. 'is and their friends were given 
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First CameroODs Teaching Committee. British Cameroons, West 
Air .... 

14 years subsequent to the arrival of 
Bah/t'u'lliili at the penal colony of 
'Akka, had witnessed similar warfare 
activities, and now privileged to lie 
in peace and tranquility but shaktin, 
at regular intervals, by the whistling 
and tremor of the passenger train 
that plies between Alexandria and 
its suburb town of Abou Qir; herein 
lies the premises rented by the N a
tional Spiritual Assembly for the use 
of the 7th session of the Baha'i Sum
mer School for the Baha'is of Egypt 
and Sudan, but the first to be held 
under the aegis of the National Spir
itual Assembly for the Baha'is of 
North East Africa, and at this very 
locality on the 8th of August 1956 on 
the occasion of the birthday of 
Baha'u'llcih., the friends from Alexan
dria, Cairo, Port Said, Ismailia and 
Djibouti gathered together and filled 
the whole atmosphere with prayers 
and songs in praise of this Blessed 
Beauty. 

a forecast of things to come when 
Mrs. Katherine Moscrop of West 
Vancouver and Raymond T. (Ted) 
Anderson of Whitehorse gave brief 
summaries of their courses on j jThe 
Covenant" and "Baha'i Adminis
tration." 

Monday morning, September 3, 
Senator Don Cameron, Director of 
the Banff School of Fine Arts, of
ficially opened the Conference and 
welcomed all. Approximately 50 
Saba'is, children, and friends at
tended. They came from the North
western States, Northwest Territo
ries, the Yukon, and the four western 
provinces and Ottawa. 

From Monday through Wednes
day, Ted Anderson and Mrs. Mos
crop capably elaborated on the study 
courses. Both were rno st instructive 
and inspiring. 

From Thursday through Saturday 
equally inspiring talks on "Deepen_. 
ing the Spiritual Life" were given 
by Miss Joyce Noble and W. R. Mac
lean of Vernon. 

Evening sessions were arranged 
by the Calgary community, and con
sisted of film strips with commen
taries by Dr. Arthur Irwin and Ted 
Anderson. On Thursday evening Dr. 
Roy Brookbank, President of the 
Canadian Council of Christians and 
Jews, gave a most interesting talk. 
which was followed by questions and 
discussion. 

It is impossible to convey to others 
t&e sense of spiritual and physical 
refreshment experienced at the 
Banff Conference, or to explain the 
inspiration that descended upon all. 

Nort" East Africa 

NEW ASSEMBLY SPONSORS 
FIRST SUMMER SCHOOL 
IN ALEXANDRIA 

Within a radius of about seven hun
dred meters distant from the African 
shores of the Mediterranean Sea, in 
an oasis-like locality surrounded by 
red glowing sand, with here and 
there thinly scattered clusters of 
palm trees, which area, not many 
years ago-only 19 years before the 
birthday of the Author of our Faith
had been, during the Napoleonic 
wars, the scene of roaring guns and 
the clinking of arms, and later on, 

The school was form ally opened on 
Sunday night 8th Rahmat 113, 1st 
July 1956, to extend during July and 
August, in the open air, at the roof 
of the hired villa attended by about 
70 friends from different parts of the 
country. The prevailing spiritual at
mosphere, the blowing of a gentle 
northern breeze, impregnated with 
sweet fragrances from the Holy 
Shrines, the clear starlit firmament. 
the serene quiet surroundings, the 
stalwart green paim trees with their 
leaves rustling with musical notes, 
all coalesced to bring about a frame 
of mind attuoed to absorbed medits-

Spiritual AssembJy of Monrovia.,. Liberia., incorporated Marc1l 28. 
1956. 
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tion "and translation into a world of 
complete detachment from all mun
dane affairs, turning all thoughts to 
the great bounty that Baha'u'nah has 
given us through His unique Cove
nant as crystallized in the peerless 
institution of Guardianship. 

'J11is spiritually charged atmos
pher:e visualized before our eyes the 
exploits of the standard bearers of 
the new Dispensation. Everyone 
present televisioned the eventful 
numbered days of the summer 
of 1848, which were instrumental in 
bringing about a fundamental 
change of attitude in the minds of 
those who had found their spiritual 
quest, what a miraculous change! 
Over a hundred years ago, by the 
solitary mountains of Adhirhayjan, in 
the frontier line of Persian and Rus
sian territories, within the four walls 
of a prison cell, in a well guarded 
castle, a divinely inspired soul was 
incarcerated. Physically barred, yet 
he was busy formulating fundamen
tall~ws and principles to inaugurate 
a new Era, a prelude to a far greater 
Dispensation. The dynamic force be
hind these laws surpassed all physi
cal barriers and found its reaction 
outside the prison walls. 

Loyal, devoted and leading fol
lowers of the Bab, including a wom
an, whose presence amongst men 
was diametrically opposed to the 
Muslim tradition at the time, gath
ered together, numbering four score 
and one, in a hamlet on the border 
line between Khurasan and Mazin
daran, accommodated in three gar-

• 

dens, in order to discuss the paten~ 
tialities of the new Dispensation and 
having arrived at a concerted con
clusion to annOlUlce the formal ex
tinction of the old order and the in
auguration of a new Dispensation. 

The effect of the spiritual energies 
released from the prison cell of the 
Bab was the enkindlement of an ever 
burning torch of guidance which was 
taken over by the champions of his 
Cause with the full determination to 
keep it aflame and relay same to 
posterity. 

This was the occasion which gave 
birth to the Bada@t Conference in 
the summer of 1848. The wonderful 
role it played at the very start of 
the Apostolic Age of the new Reve
lation may be taken as a source of 
inspiration to all the Baha'i Summer 
schools. What a stupendous source 
of inspiration to every attendant of 
these Baha'i schools, to feel that 
each one is attuned to the spirit that 
was pervading the BadasjJ. t Confer; 
ence, and fully armed with the prin
ciples of the Cause under the Admin
istrative Order of the Blessed Beauty 
to take delivery of the torch of guid
ance to enlighten the souls in every 
country and clime. Then may we 
perceive the words of 'Abdul-Baha 
when he says:-"The friends of God 
are the eagles of the height of unity 
and the hawks of the heavens of de
tachment; they take their flight from 
the wrist of might and ascend to the 
atmosphere of the love of the Peer
less one. Whatsoever they will they 
can accomplish through the as
sistance of the sovereign of the Di-
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vine Kingdom; whatsoever they seek 
they will find through the confirma
tion of the King of Kings of the Abha 
horizon" . .. 

With a spirit as such, and in the 
name of Baha!u'llah, every Baha'i 
would be in a position to do wonders 
and miracles in the field of the serv
ice of our Great Cause. 

With the gracious prayers of our 
beloved Guardian and his cherished 
hope that every attendant of the sum
mer school should concentrate upon 
the attainment of the objectives of 
the Seven Year Plan we fervently 
supplicate the Blessed Beauty to as
sist us realize this supreme heart
felt desire. 

-BAm BUSHRUl 

Correction 
The friends are requested to note 

that the population of Indonesia is 
80,000,000 instead of 80,000 as stated 
in the twelfth line of column 3 on 
page 4 of the October Rox.\.'f Nzws. 

WORDS OF WISDOM 
The. essence of religion "i$ to 

testifr unto that which the Lord 
hath. revealed, and follow Ihat 
which He hath ordained in His 
mightr Book. 

BWF,14O 
The essetu;e of u,ve is for man 

to turn his heart to the Belaved 
One, and .ever him3elf from aU 
else but God, and desire IUllJght 
save that which is the desire of 
his Lord. 

BWF, 141 

BriUsh Summer School held at Glynlllfon. Dear CaernarvoB, North Wale's, In August; 1958. 



--------

BAHA'I NEWS 

PUBLICITY ANALYZED 
FOR SIX-MONTH PERIOD 

Results of l'ublicity for the Special 
Events for Proclaiming the Baha'i 
Faith to the Public have been re
vealed by the Baha'i Press Service, 
for the first six months of the pres
ent Baha'i year. 

Publicity for Naw-Ruz, March 21, 
1956, brought the greatest coverage 
for this period, with 100 newspapers 
publishing information about this 
Baha'i Holy Day. Total circulation is 
estimated at 5,990,563 copies, with 
over 400 COlumn-inches of pub
licity and 100 column-inches of 
advertising. 

Other events publicized on a na
tional scale and the results are: Na
tional Convention, 58 newspapers 
and 5,262,335 circulation; Declara
tion of the Bilb, 67 newspapers and 
2,611,646 circulation; Martyrdom of 
the Bab, 86 newspapers and 
3,448,740 circulation; Baha'i Procla
mation Day, 63 newspapers and 
4,796,364 circulation; and the release 
on the renewed appeal to the United 
Nations on behalf of the iranian 
Baha'is, 32 newspapers and 2,568,355 
circulation. 

Circulation for these six publicity 
releases combined gives a total of 
24,678,000 for 2,164 column-inches. 
Advertising for this period totaled 
4,057,664 circulation and 443 column 
inches. 

TEACHING AIDS DISCUSSED 
AT TOPEKA CONFERENCE 

An Area Teaching Conference held 
at Topeka, Kans .. on October 6-7, 
attended by 55 Baha'is from 18 lo
calities, emphasized many valuable 
suggestions for teaching the Faith. 

How to Make Contacts: Gladys 
Bradley stated that we can best 
reach contacts by the life we live. 
We must be interested in, and have 
a sincere concern for, all those we 
meet. Alex Bird suggested that we 
use the words of Baha'u'llah because 
they have great power. This mes
sage has given us light. Submitting 
it to others is the greatest task of 
our lives. 

How to Conduct Firesides and 
Study Classes: Pearle Easterbrook 
spoke on this subject. She stated 
that we are in a Crusade. We have a 
troubled Guardi an because 0f the 
home front in the United States. 

Many of us have thought that to 
become a Baha'i all we had to do 
was to say HI want to be a Baha 'i/' 
and when we stepped over the line 
we stopped studying, Those of us 
who thought we were studying for
got we cannot see in the dark. With· 
out an illuminated soul we can go to 
the books and crime away with some
thing, but it is not enough because 
our souls are not illuminated. 

We came in as individuals. We 
didn't know how to become amal
gamated into the group. If a group 
is not united the spiritual confirma
tions are completely cut off. In some 

communities there has not been any 
ability to consult together, pray to
gether, or work together. 

How to Prepare Applicants for 
lUembership: Margaret Ruhe stated 
that there is no set way to prepare 
an applicant, and there is no one 
party to confirmation. However, we 
do have some guides as how to pro
ceed. 

She referred the members present 
to the Teaching Manual issued by 
the National Projects Committee 
for 1951-1953, and quoted several ex
cerpts from letters of the Guardian 
taken from this manual. 

Continuing, Mrs. Rube stated that 
the teacher is a very important per
son in the life of the applicant, and 
the teacher who has a thorough un
derstanding of the Teachings will be 
able to impart knowledge and un
derstanding. If the teacher does not 
know his part the whole process dis
integrates. 

How to Deepen New Believers: 
Cora Schulte brought forth these 
ideas: We should not drop the new 
applicant after he has signed the 
membership card. We may expect 
too much of them, and we may fail 
to help them grow and deepen in the 
Faith. We must help them become a 
real part of the community and en
courage them to attend conferences 
and summer schools. 

Mter each of these topics was 
presented, there was an extended 
discussion period so that further 
ideas might be voiced. 

Italo-Swiss Summer School held at Bex les Bains, Switzerland, in September 1956. 
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Nature in her brightest colors: a pro
fusion of flowers, shrubs, and trees dis· 
playing every color of the spectrum in 
patterned array, with a precious jewel 
set in the middle. 

Such are the gardens encircling the 
Baha'f Temple in Wilmette, as seen 
through the eyes of countless visitors 
this past season. 

The summer of 1956 marked the com· 
pletion of the landscaping of the Baha', 
House of Worship, and the operation of 
the water fountains placed in each of 
the gardens. 

The nine gardens are numbered, start~ 
ing to the east of the Temple, and rotat· 
ing in a clockwise direction, Each garden 

has a distinctive floral design, with the 
following selections: 

I, Roses, 
2. Fiat geraniums with white petunia 

border. 
3. Perennials. 
4. Roses. 
5. Red Barney geraniums with white 

sweet alyssum border. 
6. Blue Bedder petunias with Dusty 

Miller border. The banks are cover· 
ed with English lavender. 

7, Blue dwarf ageratum with center 
bed of yellow snapdragons. Bor· 
ders are yellow pygmy morigolds. 

B. White petunias with pink coleus 
borders_ 
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9. Perennials. 
The Sheridan· Linden walk is ~anked 

by borders of Jaronese yew, oj unto spi
rea, and Chinese junipers. Behind the 
borders are honeysuckle and flowering 
quince, with honey locust and red oak 
trees beyond on the lawn. 

Ranging around the borders of the 
Linden Avenue walk are aronia. quince, 
red barberry, and lilac, with pfitzers 
near the street. The trees at the Temple 
base are linden. 

Photographs on these pages show 
the gardens as they looked early this 
Fall. 

The picture at the bottom left shows 
the view of the walk from the intersec-

• In 
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tioo of Sheridao Road aod lioden Ave
nue, looking eostward across Sheridan 
Road to Lake Michigan beyood. Garden 
No. 2 is to the left of the walk, and 
Garden No. 3 is to the right. 

Boltom right shows the walk from 
Linden Avenue to the main entrance 
to the Temple. Garden No.4 is to the 
left of this walk, and Garden No. 5 is 
to the right. 

The picture at the top right is from 
Garden No.5, looking toward the main 
entrance to the Temple. The stairs going 
up lead to the Auditorium; the stairs 
at the ,ide leading down go to the Re
ception Room, Foundation Hall, and the 
exhibits. 

15 
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TEMPLE VISITORS NEAR 

% MILLION MARK 

The Temple Guides Committee 
has released the following statistics 
on visitors to the Baha'i House of 
Worship: 

Total visitors during the first nine 
months of the calendar year: 

1954 -91.231 
1955 - 85.493 
1956 - 77.698 

Total number of visitors since 
guiding started in 1932-705,634. 

Names of some of the groups on 
scheduled tours in 1956: 

Name Number 111 tour 
National Bicycle Dealers (wives) .......... 70 
Evanston High: School Freshmen .. ,. 
Bank AudJtofs and COmptrollers ... _ ...... 223 
North Park Academy......... . ... __ .125 
Lake County Chapter of Illinois Secretaries 

of Professional Engineers ..... . .100 
Lone Wolf HIgh SchooJ, Oklahoma .......• 20 
.Tackson School, Waukegan ... , ... _ .. ", ... 100 
National Association of Cost Accountants .. 200 
Joliet Church Group ......... _ ....... __ ... , ao 
New Trier Men's Garden Club ........... , .150 
Students, Northwestern University ........ 125 
High Ridge YMCA (children) ....... , ..... ao 
Gregg College Students (two tours) ....... 3.50 
Oreler of st. Franci.s, Chicago (Nuna) ... '" 30 
Pcevidence, Rh.ode Island. Nurses ..... ". 27 
Association of Christians and Jews 

(with Protestant Minister, """"""'" 72 
Concordia Teachers College ." .........•.. 57 
Natianal Dairy and Poultry Association ... 35 
Methodist Youth, Joliet, IllinDis .... , ...... 30 
Home Federal Bureau, Chath.am, Canada . 47 
Geographical Socletv ..... . . . . . .. 100 
American Finance CiJnfereo(;e ............. 175 
American Society of Mechamcal 

Engineers (wives) ... , ........... .-" .... 200 
Westmi..nster Presbyterian Chu.rcl., 

Rochester, N.Y .... , .•............•• , ... , 32 
First Congregational Church, 

Benton Harbor, Mich. . , . , .....• 32 
Association of Business Officials 8 

busses. 

Many other groups were HI -YI, 
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and youth 
groups from various churches, 
schools, and clubs groups. 

Among the interesting visitors was 
the Ambassador from Burma and 
his family, and ten Eagle Scouts 
from Korea on tour .in the U.S. as 
guests of our government. 

Among the visitors who signed the 
guest registers during the month of 
September were one or more from 
these countries: Brazil, Cuba, Swe
den, Mexico, Puerto Rico, Argen
tina, Canada, Australia, India, iran, 
Peru, Thailand, Japan, Korea, 
Greece, South Africia, 'Iraq, East Af
rica, Italy, Hawaii. Israel, Germany, 
Ireland, Switzerland, and Turkey. 

WORLD RELIGION DAY 

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED 
The Chamber of Commerce of the 

United states has once more included 
World Religion Day in the Specia~ 
Days, Weeks and Months in 1957. 

Friends wishing copies for their 
own Baha'i files and to show to local 
editors, TV and radio station di
rectors can obtain them for 25c each 
by applying to Chamber of Com
merce of the United States, 1615 H. 
Street, N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 

"CONNECTICUT SUNDAYS" 

WARMLY RECEIVED 
A total of seven Sunday meetings 

titled "Connecticut Sundays for 
Study and Socia bili ty ," held during 
the four summer months under the 
sponsorship of the Stamford Spir
itual Assembly, proved highly suc
cessful. Baha'is of the area have re
ported that these meetings drew 
them closer together in a warm bond 
of friendship, equally as valuable as 
the talks and classes. 

Six of the meetings were for 
BaM.·is only_They opened at 11:00 
a.m, with a period of devotions, fol
lowed by a class of one hour's dura
tion. Then there was a social hour 
and a half over picnic lunches, two 
hours of classes in the afternoon, 
and sometimes a period of consulta
tion. 

For each meeting a special speaker 
was invited who could contribute 
something particularly noteworthy 
or timely. The subjects included 
"Pilgrimage to Haifa." "Talks on 
Africa," "Reminiscences of 'Abdu'l
Baha, "Observations of a Baha'i 
Traveler: Florence to Fiji," "Pio~ 

ll'e€ring in South America," and 
many others. 

To meet the convenience of all the 
Baha'is in the state, the meetings 
were held in different localities: 
Stamford, West Haven, Washington, 
Greenwich, Trumbull, and Norwich. 
Attendance ran from 32 to 50 adults 
and a generous number of children. 

At the August meeting the Baha'is 
invited guests and contacts. It began 
with a picnic at noon, a leisurely, 
pleasant time, followed by a short 
introduction to the Faith by the 
chairman and a travel talk by Mrs. 
Mildred Mottahedeh, deftly tying in 
the Baha'i Faith around the world. 

DECEMBER 1956 

INSTITUTE ON COVENANT 

HELD AT VICTOR, N,Y. 

The first in a series of three in~ 
stitutes on the Covenant was held on 
October 14 at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Woolston of Victor, N.Y. 
All three institutes are under the 
auspices of the Inter-Community Re
lations Project of the Baha'is of Up
per New York. 

The 33 Baha'is attending rep
resented the foHowing Baha'i com
munities: East Rochester, Linwood, 
Penn Yan, Rochester, Irondequoit, 
Rome, Syracuse, Seneca Township, 
Waterloo, Victor, and Trumansburg. 

AI! present had the opportunity to 
select one of four workshop sessions. 
The sessions covered the following 
subjects: HOur Divine Destiny," 
"How to Become a True Exponent 
of the Covenant," "How to Fulfill 
Our Glorious Destiny," which cov
ered "Teaching-the Cornerstone of 
Service," and "The Principle of Con. 
sultation, the Keynote of the Collec
tive Life of the Community." 

References based on the pamphlet 
The Power of the Covenant were 
sent to the friends a few weeks in 
ad vance in order to give them the 
opporhmity to particip a te in the 
discussion during the workshop 
sessions. 

Mter luncheon the friends assem
bled and a report was given On each 
one of the "Yorkshops. It was very 
significant that "tmity" had been 
stressed in all four sessions. 

BAHA'i RECORDINGS, 

SLIDES, POSTERS LISTED 
Increasing interest in the Baha'i 

Faith on the part of the general 
public is opening new doors and pro
viding new opportunities for radio 
and television programs and dis
plays, often on very short notice. 

Baha'i commtulities and groups 
should be prepared to take imme
diate advantage of these opportuni
ties, as well as seek ways and means 
to give publicity to the Faith on 
every appropriate occasion. A num
ber of materials that can be used 
effectively in connection with many 
Baha'i events as well as for regular 
public meetings and firesides are 
available through the Audio-Visual 
Education Committee, which has 
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been appointed by the National Spir
itual Assembly specifically for the 
purpose of supplying such aids. 

Following are a few of the items 
that should be available wherever 
active teaching work is going on or 
being planned: 

Recordings: 

A new long. playing recording of 
two talks by Winston G. Evans-
"The Lord of the New Age," and 
"The Promised Day of God,"-thir
teen and a half minutes each; price 
$2.50 for the two talks, one on each 
side of the record. 

"Words for the War Id,' I now out 
of stock, will be made available 
again provided the number of orders 
warrant the expense. The set consists 
of two long-playing records for $5.00, 
with complete 16 four-minute radio 
presentations. 

Color Slides: 

Three different packets of four 
color slides each are available at 
$1.00 each packet. These sets con
sist of: (1) Views of Bahji, 'Akka, 
and the Shrine Gardens; (2) views 
of the Baha'i House of Worship; and 
(3) views of Haifa, the Shrine of 
the Bab and the BaM.' i Gardens on 
MI. Carmel. 

A "color" catalog listing all avail
able color slides, stills, records, and 
tape recordings, may be obtained 
from the Audio-Visual Education 
Committee for $1.00. An order for 
this catalog entitles the individual 
to one of the following items without 
cost: (1) four glossy prints of the 
Temple or Haifa or the Jubilee; (2) 
four 5 x 7 inch photographs of 
'Abdu'l-Baha; (3) four color slides 
of Haifa or the Temple or the Ju
bilee; (4) a four-inch sample tape reo 
cording. 

Display Posters: 
Three-wing folding panel, with let

ters "Baha'i World Faith," suitable 
for a backdrop for a display in the 
Baha'i center, at public meetings, 
libraries, or other exhibits. The pho
tographs on the panels include three 
recent pictures of the Temple and 
the gardens. Price postpaid in the 
United States, $3.50. 

All of the above items should be 
ordered from: 

-AUDIO VISUAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

126 Evergreen Place 
West Englewood, N.J. 

30 YOUTH ATTEND 

DAVISON CONFERENCE 
An Area Youth Conference was 

held at the Davison Baha'i School 
on September 22-23. Attending the 
Conference were over 30 youth, in
cluding Baha'is and non-Baha'is from 
Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Pennsyl
vania, and Wisconsin. 

On Saturday afternoon there was 
a stimulating discussion on the 
Twelve Principles of the Faith, how 
they may be applied in the process 
of Baha'i life, how best to use them 
in teaching efforts, and their impor
tance in establishing a new type of 
world organization. 

After a wonderful meal, cooked 
and served by local Baha'is, a dance 
was held in the auditorium, followed 
by a hamburger snack and a great 
deal of fellowship. 

On Sunday after devotions and 
breakfast, the business meeting was 
held. There was a discussion of the 
agendas for future youth confer~ 

ences. During this session the need 
for personal deepening in the Faith, 
teaching methods for youth, and 
many other topics were discussed. 

Many adults contributed to the 
success of this conference by donat
ing their services to cook and clean 
up the buildings. 

-BAHA'i YOUTH BuuEmN 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
An illustration of the Baha'i House 

of Worship, with an article, appears 
in Illustrated Home Library En
cyclopedia, Guild Edition, Educa
tional Guild, Inc. 

The office of The Homefinders, 
Inc., Wilmette, has a sketch of the 
House of Worship made by local art
ist Georgia Dearborn. A photograph 
of the artist and two officers of the 
firm holding the framed sketch has 
been received by the National Spirit· 
ual Assembly. 

iran Past and Present, by Donald 
N. Wilber, published by Princeton 
University Press in 1950, contains a 
brief reference to the Faith which 
5 ta tes that Mirza Yal)ya bee arne the 
head of the religion founded by the 
Bab and (Jthe leader of the opposing 
group . . . . . took the title of 
Baha'u'llah ... in 1863, and Babism 
gave way to Bahil'isrn." Literature 
explaining the station of Baha'u'llah 
has been sent the editor of the Press. 
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Friendly Isle New~, a newspaper 
of Kaunahakai, Molokai, T. H., on 
October 5 contained an editorial 
commenting on the blessings of reli
gious liberty and the number of 
faiths represented on the Island. 
"There is even a follower of the 
Bha'i (sic) Faith." 

The Sunday School Times, a 
weekly published in Philadelphia, 
carries in its July 28, 1956, issue a 
letter from a reader. with editorial 
comment, under the heading 
"Baha'ism-A Fake Cult." The com
ment quotes from "The Chaos of 
Cults" by Jan Karl Van Baalen, and 
refers to the booklet "Baha'ism in 
AmericaH by Jessie A. Tritt. The 
editor ends his comment by quoting 
from the New Testament: "But 
though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel unto you 
than that which we have preached 
unto you, let him be accursed." 

A letter has been written to the 
editor offering literature in case he 
is willing to make an independent in
vestigation of the truth. 

Dr. Marcus Bach has an article 
"What's Happening on Church 
Street, U.S.A." in Better Homes and 
Gardens, October, 1956, which 
emphasizes the current "trend to
ward a personalized faith," in which 
he states: uChurch Street has sanc
tioned this personalized gospel of 
abundance with a phrase. It calls 
it 'Christian materialism ... ' This 
typically American approach to re
ligion came into the traditional 
churches by way of the new groups 
which have come strongly into our 
religious culture within the past 30 
years . ., 

Enumerating the new values 
brought in by various Hnew groups" 
Dr. Bach includes the Baha'i Faith 
in these words: "The Baha'i Faith 
with its $3,000,000 temple in Wil
mette, Illinois, proclaimed, lIn crea
tion there is no evil. All is good.' " 

The Pittsburgh Press, June 25, 
1956, presents an article on the 
Temple, with illustration, written by 
Gilbert Love, who visited the House 
of Worship and attended a meeting 
of public worship. The author re
ports his own observation and ex
perience at the Temple, and what 
he learned there about the Faith. 
This article is vivid and understand
ing, a tribute to the House of Wor
ship and the Baha'i teaching. 
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The Coast of Maine, by Louise 
Dickenson Rich) a current book, con
tains an interesting reference to 
Green Acre in the days of Sarah J. 
Farmer. HAt first it was really suc
cessful, and some of the best minds 
of the time lectured and conversed 
there-men like John Fiske, Edward 
Everett Hale, and William Dean 
Howells." However, the author 
based her conclusion on an incom
plete set of facts. "But as is too often 
true when idealism is unsupported 
by hard boiled realism, the colony 
later fell into the hands of crack
pots and self-interested promoters
actually, I suppose, a type of racke
teer-and gradually lost prestige un
til it was abandoned. U 

The U. N. Advocate, Portland, 
Ore., in its September 1956 issue 
states: "Inereasing interest in the 
display was shown by other Salem 
organizations and the following 
shared in manning the booth: Baha'i 
World Faith, Catholic Daughters of 
America, Order of Odd Fellows and 
Salem Council of Church Women." 

In an article entitled "Hollywood 
and Its People," published in the Oc
tober issue of Cosmopolitan Maga
zine, a section is devoted to "Focus 
On Religion" which states that "The 
swing to religion is more noticeable 
. . . It would be difficult to estimate 
the numbers af people who hold to 
Unity, B'Hai (sic), Self-Realization, 
and many other more or less obscure 
religions . . .' t 

Mrs. Alice S. Cox contributed a 
well-prepared article on "Baha'i 
World Faith" to the October number 
of Fellowship in Prayer, published in 
New York. Its sta lement of purpose 
is: "To promote the practice of 
prayer among all religious Faiths 
whose fundamental belief is in God, 
regardless of race, creed, or color, 
and whose tenets include the univer
sal attributes of truth, honesty, jus
tice and mercy, that thereby there 
may arise a closer relation to Al
mighty God and a deeper spirit of 
fellowship among mankind." Mrs. 
Cox, in three pages, outlined the 
aims and teachings of the Faith of 
Bahci'u'llcih. Baha'i prayers she sub
mitted are to appear in later issues. 

The Chicago Defender, world's 
largest Negro newspaper, has on 
many occasions published articles 
very commendatory of the Baha'i 

Faith. Its founder and publisher, the 
late Robert S. Abbott, became a 
member of the Baha'i Community. 

Its issue of November 3, 1956, pre
sents a full page story of the TempJe 
and the Faith under the seven
column head "Baha'i Temple-The 
World Worships Under Its Majestic 
Dome." The story is illustrated with 
seven photographs: 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
Temple exterior view, Temple inte
rior view, three views of the gardens, 
a photo of the Chicago SpirituaJ As
sem bly, and a photo of a gathering 
in the former Chicago Baha!i Center. 

Under the captions describing the 
illustrations, a three-column head 
"Baha'i Faith Based on World Unity 
and Tolerance" is followed by a staff 
writer's story of the Temple, what 
the Temple means, Baha'u'llah, the 
Baha'i purpose, and reference to 
prominent Baha'is, with excerpts 
from the Sacred Writings. 

NATIONA1. NEWS BRIEFS 
The Boise, Idaho, Spiritual Assem

bly has sponsored a deepening class 
for Baha'is using the outline pre
pared by Horace Holley on The Mis
sion of 'Abdu'!-Baha. It was divided 
into seven weekly classes. In Sep
tember a second deepening class 
was begun, using the Institute on 
The Covenant and Administration. 

The Ketchikan, Alaska, Assembly 
has distributed the first issue of a 
news letter titled The Northern Star. 
It reports statistics on the visit of 
Mrs. Florence Mayberry~ Member of 
the Auxiliary Board, to Ketchikan; 
the first Baha'i wedding in South
eastern Alaska; new members of the 
Faitht and other information about 
the activities of the commWlity. 

The Los Angeles, Calif., deepen
ing class has augmented their study 
with an hour devoted to the text of 
Promulgation of Universal Peace 1 

and the second hour for brief talks 
by all members of the group on as
signed subjects. 

The Hawaii Teaching Committee 
has sent copies of God Passes By, 
Gleanings, and Baha'i World Faith 
to Maui for their placement, along 
with three books they are donating, 
in the Molakai library. 

Sixty members of the Young Adult 
Group of the First Methodist Church 

DECEMBER 1956 

of Honolulu, Hawaii, attended a talk 
on the Faith given by Major Salva
tore Pelle. After the meeting many 
questions were asked, and great in
terest was shown. 

Hawaii has welcomed the first de
clared Baha'i on the island of Molo~ 
kai, a native Hawaiian. 

Dr. Hushang J avid spoke before a 
group of 40 people at the Methodist 
Church in Tacoma, Wash., on No. 
vember 11, the anniversary of the 
Birth of Baha 'u'l!ilh. 

Daytona Beach, Fla., reports a 
two-<lay Institute on The Covenant 
and Administration through the Area 
Bulletin for the South Atlantic States. 
Friends from Holly Hill, Ormond 
Beach, Ft. Pierce, Orlando, and 
Orange County, Fla., and Hamilton 
Ont., attended. 

The only Negro church of Wheaton
Silver Spring, Md., was shown the 
slides on "Palestine, A Land of Many 
Faiths" on October 26. Mr. and Mrs. 
Edwin Barham conducted the pro
gram and discussed the slides. In 
spite of a heavy rain, out of a Negro 
community of about 50 families, 35 
adults, young people and children. 
including the presiding Elder and 
Minister attended. An invitation to 
return ha s been extended . 

AREA NEWS BU1.1.ETINS 
The Bulletin of the East Central 

States Area Teaching Committee 
lists seven teaching conferences held 
during September, October, and 
N ovem ber: Colum bus~ Cleveland, 
Warren, and Lima, Ohio; Indian· 
apolis, Ind. ; and Kalamazoo and 
Muskegon, Mich. 

The Hidden Words of Baha'u'llab 
was the suloject of three lectures by 
Dr. Genevieve Coy at the Boston, 
Mass., Baha'! Center on October 26-
28, the New England States Bulleti", 
announced. 

Lewiston, Idaho, has taken part in 
a variety of activities the past 
months in working toward their goal 
of an Assembly next April, the 
Northwestern States Area Bulletin 
reports. In July there was a window 
display in the Public Service Co. fea
turing the Baha'i House of Worship, 
and 26 inches of newspaper pub
licity; in August a public meeting at-
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tracted 25 persons, with 14 contacts. 
There was a two-day Youth Confer
ence with discussions, talks, and rec
reation. A Picnic and swim brought 
two Indian guests, and there was a 
later meeting at Lapwai with Nez 
Perce Indians for an outdoor pot. 
luck supper, singing, talks, and dis
cussion. Only one more Baha'i is noW 
needed to attain As sem bly status. 

Six Colorado communities were 
represented at an all-state confer
ence at the Colorado Springs Baha'j 
Center on September 16. Consulta
tion was based upon the Guardian's 
letter of .July 19 and the accompany
ing letter from his secretary. Other 
topics included "Revitalization of the 
Horne Front Through Group Effort," 
and "The Individual Must Arise," 
the Bulletin of the Rocky Mountain 
States reports. 

COLLEGE ACTIVITIES 
At Upsala College, East Orange, 

N. J., one of the two Baha'i youth 
in attendance, Jamshid Nassehi, a 
Persian belonging to the Interna
tional Club, was asked to speak for 
15 minutes on the Baha'i Faith at 
the Chapel there on October 3. He 
brought out the basic principles of 
the Faith, and Baha7 u 7llah's claim to 
be the return of Christ. 

The Lord of the New Age. By Win
ston Evans. A dynamic and chal
lenging message to Christians pro
claiming BaM.'ullah to be the Prom
ised One, the Lord of the Age. This 
item was particularly prepared at 
the request of the National Assembly 
to be used in meeting the HNation
wide Teaching Opportunity" men
tioned in their letter to all local as
semblies and in October 1956 BAHA'f 
NEWS. Prepared in standard, small 
pamphlet size with colorful two· toned 
blue cover. 

10 copies (minimum order) . $ .50 
100 copies .................... $4.50 

Baha'i News Index. (No.1 to No. 172; 
. December 1924 - December 1944). 
Compiled by May Prentiss Stebbins. 
This is a very thorough index cover
ing twenty years of BAHA'i NEWS 
issues, an invaluable reference to 

WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 

Fourth Year- 1956-1951 

Annual Budget .... $500,000.00 

Total Requirements May 
1 to November 15 ..... 270,400.00 

Total Contributions May 
1 to November 15 171,OOO.{]O 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

subjects covered in the Guardian's 
Cables and Letters, messages from 
the National Assembly, and many 
other items carried in these issues. 
102 pp., 8'h x 11, embossed paper 
cover with spiral, looseleaf binding. 

Per copy .................... $2.00 

Baha'i CaJendar, 1957 (Baha'·i Year 
113-114). Carl Scheffler has again 
prepared a beautiful drawing to il
lustrate the calendar-a picture of 
one of the Temple gardens and 
fountains, with part of the Temple 
visible, in red, green, blue, and 
black. Feast and Holy Days are de· 
picted in red and green, and all per-

Know Your Literoture 
Declaration of Trust. By the 
National Spiritual Assembly of 
the U.S. (By· Laws of National 
and Local Assemblies). 

Who may call a meeting of 
the Local Assembly? How many 
members must be present to 
conduct business? How are va
cancies on a Local Assembly 
filled? How many days' notice 
must be given to all members 
of the community before hold· 
ing an election? How does an 
individual appeal a decision of 
the Local Assembly? 

These and many other ques
tions regarding the functioning 
of the Local and National As· 
sembly are answered in the 
above publication. This knowl
edge is vital, not only to As
sembly members, but to every
one in the Baha'I Community. 
(Ask your Librarian about this 
publication) . 

Per copy ................ $ .20 
Ten copies ............. $1.50 

tinent information is contained on 
back of calendar. 8% x 12. 

Four copies .................. $1.00 
Ten copies .................. $2.00 

Spiritual Perspective. By Marie M. 
Kershaw Frain. Additional copies 
of this excellent teaching aid includ
ed as an insert in November BAHA'i 
NEWS are available. Explains how to 
"build a thought bridge" with each 
contact you make by an association 
of ideas and by linking the teachings 
to the experience of the individual. 

10 copies .................... $ .50 
50 copies .................... $2.00 

Extra Copies 
of Compilations Available 

Extra copies of The Power of the 
Covenant, a compilation prepared 
by the National Assembly some 
months ago and mailed to each be
liever in the U.S., and the new com
pilation, Charter of a Divine Civil
ization, can be obtained from the 
Publishing Trust. 
Please specify correct title when 
ordering. 

Per copy .................... $ .15 

Out of Print 
The Baha'i Faith and World Govern. 
ment. By David Earl. Not to be 
reprinted. 

Baha'u'lIlih and the New Era. (Ice
landic). A supply obtained several 
years ago is now exhausted, and no 
source is presently available for a 
new supply. 

St"r of the West Supply Limited 

The miscellaneous assortment of 
50 copies of Star of the West (and 
Baha'i Magazine) at $4.00 can no 
longer be furnished. Less than 50 in
dividual monthly issues of these 
magazines are now available, and 
the number of copies of each issue 
is also considerably limited. Anyone 
desiring even a token assortment of 
these remaining copies should send 
orders promptly. The price is $.10 
per copy. with a minimum order of 
ten copies, postpaid. 

Minimum Mail Order, $1.00 
Available from 

BAHA'i PUBLISFITNG TRuST 
110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 
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BAHA'i HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

Visiting hours 

VVeekdays and Saturdays: 
1:00-4:00 P.M. 
(the Auditorium will be open) 

Sundays: 10:30 A.M.-S:OO P.M. 
(the entire building will be open) 

Service of Worship: Sunday at 3:30 
P.M., lasting until 4:15. 

Fw.sTS 

December 12-Masa'il (Questions) 
December 31--!i.haraf (Honor) 

ASS~BLY S~RETARIES 

California (southern) 

BAHA't STATE CONVENTIONS 

December 2-for election of dele· 
gates to the 1957 National Baha'i 
Convention. 

NATrONAL SPIRITUAL 

ASSEMBLY MEErrINGS 

December 29, 30. 31, January 1 

Mrs. Ruby Dillingham 
Flint, Michig an 
September 29, 1956 

Mrs. Vera M. Vaughn 
San Francisco. Cali10nlia 
October 2, 1956 

Mr. Oscar Ketels 
Port Huron, Michigan 
October 3, 1956 

BAHA'i DIRECTORY CHANGES 

DECEMBER 1956 

Mrs. Anna S. Tucker 
Falmouth, Massachusetts 
October 6, 1956 

Mrs. Willis S. Hilpert 
Pecatonica, Illinois 
October 9, 1956 

Dr. Elzora Gibson 
Los Angeles, California 
October 15, 1956 

Mrs. Flora Hottes 
Urbana, Illinois 
October 18. 1956 

Mr, Walter Deppe 
Elmhurst. Illinois 
October .22. 1956 

Mrs. Mary Underwood 
Buffalo. New York 
October .23. ]956 

Mr. Frank Tyndall 
Macy. Nebraska 
(date not reported) 

Temple Public Meetings Committee 
Mr. Harlan Schefner 

Santa Monica: Mrs. Leona Wallace, Acting SeCy., 624 10th st. 
BAHA'i SUMMm ScHOOL PROGRAM COMMITI'EBi Florida 

st. Petersburg: Mrs. Mary A. Marlow, 1024 Cherry St., N.E. 

New York (eastern) 
Yonkers: Mrs. Lillian Rogers. 64 Locust Hill 

ADIJI'I'IONS TO COMMrrrE'ES 

Northern Peoples Teaching- Committee 
Mr. Elmer Guffey 

Americ an Indian Service Committee 
Mr. Allan Ward 

Area Teaching Committee-North Atlantic States 
Mrs.. Lilian Keller 

Central Area Youth Committee 
Mr. Alden J. Lauchner 

North Atlantic States Area Youth Committee 
Miss Sue Williston 

Souvenir of 'Abdu'I·Baha Committee 
Mrs. Blanche Kauffman 
Mr. Robert Schmitz 

Baha'i Temple Worship Committee 
Mr. Joseph Peter 

Davison School Maintenance Committee 
Mr. Robert J. Sevier 
Mr. Paul Peters 
Mr. Richard Bruce 
Miss Pauline A. Rushing 
Mr. Daniel Lupu 

GeyserviUe School Program Committee 
Mr. John Bustard, Chairman 
Mrs. Viviana Lisota, Secreta.ry, 910 Sierra Vista, Redding, 
Calif. 

Mrs. Margaret Bustard 
Mrs. Alla Dakserhof 
Mrs. Inez Dones 
Mr. Raymon Dones 
Mrs. Frances Fletcher 
Mr. Harold G. Irwin 
Mrs. CIa ir Irwin 

Mr. Thomas Lisota 
Mr. Michael Marney 
Mrs. Anna Stevenson 
Mr. Albert Melvin Vahderhot 
Mrs. Johanna Vanoni 
Mr. AHred Zahl 

Green Acre Institute Program Committee 
(Officers to be announced later) 

D!'. Sam G. McClellan Mr. Roy Mottahedeh 
Mr. Harry Merson Dr. Anselm Schurgast 
Mrs. Nancy Mondschein Mrs. Marie Swan 
Mr. Rafi Mottahedeh Mrs. Rene Welsh 

Davison School Program Committee 
(Officers to be announced later) 

Mr. David P. Baral 
Mr. Stanley Brogan 
Mr. Sam Clark 
Miss Phyllis Hall 
Mr. Hamilton Niss 

Mrs. Lois Nochman 
Mr. Ralph Peotter. Jr. 
Mrs. Jane Rowe 
Mr. Donald T. Streets 
Miss Violet Wuerlel 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community 

Reports, plans. news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies of 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day ot the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 

BAHA'I NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1956-57: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Miss 
Charlotte Linfoot. Mr. Richard C. Thomas. 

Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
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Tire Guardian's Tribute 
to Juliet Thompson 

Deplore loss much-loved. greatly
adm.ired Juliet Thompson, outstand
ing, exemplary handmaid (of) 
• Abdu'I-Baha. Over half-century rec
ord (of) manifold, meritorious serv
ices, embracing concluding years 
(of) Heroic, (and) opening decades 
(of) Formative Age (of) Baha'i Dis
pensation, won her enviable position 
(in) glorious company (of) triumph
ant disciples (of) beloved Master 
Abha Kingdom. Advise hold memor
ial gathering (in) MaIDriqu'I-Ao;!!!kilr 
pay befitting tribute (to the) imper
ishable memory (of) one so wholly 
consecrated (to) Faith (of) Baha
'u'llilh, (aod) fired (with) such con
sumiog devotion (to) Center (of) 
His Covenant. 

(signed) SBOGHl 

December 6, 1956 

Completed south waD of the Baha.'i Inter-
natioaal Archives Haifa. 
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American Hands of the Cause Address 
Baha'is at State Conventions 

Beloved Friends: 
The American Hands of the Cause 

send you loving greetings . 

You are assembled for consulta
tion as well as for election of dele
gates. To contribute the Guardian's 
advice and appeal to your consulta
tion we quote these passages from 
a letter directed to us on behalf of 
Shoghi Effendi by the Hands of the 
Cause in the Holy Land. 

"The need of the Hour is teaching 
on the Home Front. Its goals can 
only be won by a new spirit of dedi
cation and consecration on the part 
of the friends, each in his own coun
try, in his own home. Miraculous vic
tories are being won, in the difficult 
virgin areas, because the pioneers 
have consecrated their lives to the 
noble mission they have embarked 
upon. The friends at home must dis
play this same consecration and 
dedication. Never must they let a day 
pass without teaching some soul, 
trusting to Baha'u'Ilah that the seed 
will grow. The friends should seek 
pure souls, gain their confidence, and 
then teach that person carefully un
til he becomes a Baha'i, and then 
nurture him until he becomes a firm 
and active supporter of the Faith. 

"The friends must realize that it is 
the individual effort and initiative 
that are needed for victory at home, 
just as it is in the virgin areas. Ev
ery one must remember that it is 
the 'Holy Spirit' that guides us and 
therefore the teacher must become 
like a reed through which the Holy 

Spirit may reach the seeking soul. 
"The beloved Guardian has 

stressed over and over again, that 
to effectively teach the Faith, the 
individual must study deeply the 
Divine Word, imbibe Its Hfe-giving 
waters, and feast upon .Its glorious 
teachings. He should then meditate 

SOme of the finished Ules for Ole Bah8.'i 
Interna.tional Arcbives Building. dls
played over a roof a.1 the factory. The 
(irs1 shipment of tiles left Holland for 

1be Holy Land early in December. 

on the import of the Word, and find
ing its spiritual depths~ pray for 
guidance and assistance. But most 
important, after prayer is action. 
After ODe has prayed and meditated, 
he must arise, relying fully on the 
guidance and confirmation of Baha-
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'u'll.ih to teach His Faith. Perse
verance in action is essential, just 
as wisdom and audacity are neces
sary for effective teaching. The in
dividual must sacrifice all things to 
this great goal, and then the vic
torie s will be won." 

Here, in these few words, we are 
offered the keys to the Paradise of 
service in the Eternal Faith of God. 

The American Hands of the 
Cause are proud to be able to report 
that the nine members of the Auxili
ary Board are carrying on many mis
sions throughout the Western Hemis
phere. The Guardian's direct con
cern with teaching the Message of 
Bah.i'u'llllh, expressed through the 
Hands and their Board members, is, 
during this third year of activity, 
strongly reinforcing the work of the 
National and Area Teaching Commit
tees, and the local Assemblies and 
groups in Canada, the United States, 
Alaska, Central America, the Antil
les, and South America. 

For the contributions to the Conti
nental Baha'i Ftmd making possible 
the widespread missions of the Aux
iliary Board, the American Hands of 
the Cause are grateful indeed. Gifts 
have been received from the Guard
ian, the various National Assem
blies and also from local Assemblies 
and a number of individual Baha'is. 
168 separate contributions have been 
received since this Fund was inau
gurated in May 1954. 

At this hour our hearts turn with 
deeper ardor to that leader, states
m an and hero. the revered Gua rd
ian exalted in the Will and Testa
ment of 'Abdu'l-Baha. as the Holy 
Land lies under the shadow of inter
national crisis. 

How else can we express our de
votion to the Guardian save by 
strengthening the American Baha'i 
Community-the Citadel of the New 
World Order? The crisis in the world 
today can only be resolved through 
the Divine Teachings. Let us make 
the unalterable decision within our
selves to fulfill Shoghi Effendi's high 
expectations. Upon this decision de
pends the steady progress and un
foldment of the World Crusade. 

Sincerely, 

536 Sheridan Road 
Wilmette, Illinois 
November 20, 1956 

CORINNE TRUE 

HORACE HOLLEY 

PAUL E. HANEY 
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As tile Peril Increoses, So in Greoter 
Meosure tile Power 01 tile Holy Spirit 

Beloved Friends: 
Since the National Assembly pre

pared the letter published in De
cember BAHA'i NEWS, the skies have 
darkened with new evidence of in
ternational discord. Pilgrimage to 
our World Center is interrupted. The 
Holy Land of four Faiths has be
come the focus of current trends 
striving both for peace and war. 

Having no commentary by the be
loved Guardian on this situation, we 
cannot grasp its true significance 
as one step in the swift process 
which is destined to culminate in a 
new order and one universal Faith. 
Nevertheless every follower of Ba
ha'u'llah understands that as perils 
increase, so the sustaining power of 
the Holy Spirit is offered Baha'is 
in fuller measure. 

Now, therefore. is the time for 
heroism and sacrifice for service to 
the World Crusade in unsurpassed 
degree. Capacity to achieve all its 
present goals has been conferred 
upon the Community of the Greatest 
Name. The trumpet sounds for every 
intrepid warrior enrolled under the 
banner of the Lord of Hosts. 

Let us ponder anew t and more 
deeply, why the World Crusade is 
established for the period 1953-1963. 
Is not this the crucial time for build
ing the Ark of security for man
kind 7 It coincides with the swift 
movement of Destiny itself, arous
ing both good and evil to their peak 
of action, 

Thus, in the settlement of virgin 
goals, in the purchase of Temple sites 
and I:Ia?iratu'l-Quds, in the formation 
of new local and National Assem
blies, in the completion of the Shrine, 
the purchase of lands on Mt. Car
mel, and the construction of the In
ternational Archives Building as the 
first in a series of International In
stitutions at the World Center-here 
before our eyes we behold the frame
work of the Ark of a regenerated 
humanity take shape and strength 
to ride the storm and enter the Ha· 
ven of Divine Grace. 

The Ten Year Plan is a perfect 
unit, and all its tasks are of utmost 

importance, but year by year some 
tasks must be given central atten
tion, It is for this reason that the 
beloved Guardian has so strongly 
called for work on the home front 
at this time. Every fresh increment 
there means greater potentiality for 
supporting the Crusade in all parts 
of the world. 

The American National Teaching 
Committee in this issue of BAHA'i 
NEWS has provided a list of horne
front goals. The National Assembly 
appeals to the friends to give these 
goals utmost concern in the light of 
the supreme importance of the World 
Cmsade. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

2 ASSEMBLIES JOIN 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 

The various National Spiritual As
semblies which are related to United 
Nations through the Baha'i Inter
national Community have been in
creased by the addition of the N a
tional Spiritual Assemblies of Cen
tral and East Africa, and of North 
West Mrica. 

The Assembly formerly known as 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Egypt and the Sudan is now regis
tered as the National Spiritual As
sembly of North East Africa. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

GREEN BAY SCHOOLS RECOGNIZE 
.BAkA 'r HOLY DAYS 

The Superintendent of Schools, 
Green Bay, Wise., has issued a no
tice, dated November 6, 1956, to all 
Principals, listing the Baha'i Reli
gious Holy Days. Absence by Baha'i 
children on these days is to be 
excused. 

-NATIONAL SPmrrUAL AsSEl\olBLY 

Voting Rights Restored 
The voting rights of Mrs. 

Charles W. (Mina Belle) Smith, of 
Tulsa, Okla., have been restored. 
These rights were removed several 
months ago. 

-NATIONAL SPmITuAL ASSEMBLY 
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Asia 

FIRST ALL-TAIWAN 
CONFERENCE HELD 

Eighteen Baha'is representing five 
localities in Taiwan attended the 
first All-Taiwan BahA'i Teaching Con
ference held in T ainan N ovem ber 11 
and 12. 1956. Miss Agnez Alexander, 
member of the Auxiliary Board of 
the Hands of the Cause in Asia, who 
had just arrived for a two weeks 
visit to the area, brought great in
spiration to the friends, both by her 
presence and her participation in the 
program, which was designed princi~ 
pally to aid in increasing the under
standing of the believers of the in
stitutions of the Faith and of the 
World Spiritual Crusade. 

The conference opened with a 
prayer in memory of Mr. H. Ous. 
kouli, who passed away a few months 
ago after many years of devoted 
service to the F 8ith in China. The 
subje<:!ts during the first session, the 
afternoon of November 11, were: 
"How the Baha'i Faith was Intro
duced to China," "Our Part in the 
World Spiritual Crusade," "The Will 
and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Baha and 

East tympanum of the International Ar
chives Building, showing completed sym.
bo] of the Greatest Name~ and the sur-

rounding SUD J'a.ys. 

the Institution of the Guardianship." 
Slides of Haifa and of the BaM:; 
House of Worship were shown in the 
evening to an audience of more than 
forty. 

The second day was devoted 
mainly to consultation and a panel 
discussion on how to increase and 
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promote the teaching work in Tai
wan, and many practical suggestions 
were given as to how each believer 
can participate. 

Through contacts with Baha'is in 
Taipei, two local newspaper re
porters attended a tea on the second 
afternoon, and learned a great deal 
from Miss Alexander about the his
tory of the Faith and its teachings. 
Both promised to publish articles on 
the Faith in their respective papers. 

It is interesting to note that the 
chairman and the interpreter for the 
conference were both Chinese who 
had become Baha'is in America 
some years ago. 

Cablegrams and letters from the 
Hand of the Cause of God, Mr. 
D_hikru'l1ah Kha.dem, the Asia Teach
ing Committee, friends in Japan, 
Korea, and in the United States, as 
well as from the other believers in 
Taiwan who could not be present, 
made this a most inspiring experi
ence for most of the new Baha'is. 

-ASIA TEACHING COMMITTEl!: 

Western Hemisphere 

OPPORTUNITIES CALL 
IN KEY WEST, 
SOUTH AMERICA 

Two Baha'is are needed in Key 
West, Fla., within the near future 
to replace two members of the local 

Steel beams carryinl" weigbt of the eeiling of the Auditorium of the Baba'i InternationaJ Archives BuUdiog, Haifa. (1eft). 
The Auditorium is 10 meters wide by 24 me1ers ]ong. Thirty beams each 50 centimeteJ's high support the ceiling. ScaffoldI.Dg 

(J'ight) to support the ceiling of the Archives BuUdlog. 
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Assembly who are going to Cuba to 
help build the Latin American insti
tutions, subsequent to the election of 
two new regional National Spiritual 
Assem blies next April. The Key 
West Assembly was newly formed 
last April and must not be jeopar
dized by departures before replace~ 
ments can be found. 

Key West has an excellent year
round climate, even in the heat of 
summer. It is largely tourist. and 
there is probably little opportunity 
to work there. Therefore, settlers 
who have an independent income are 
to be preferred. Anyone wishing to 
consider this post may have further 

Haziratu'l-Quds at 54 nn~ Stanley, Uecle
Brussels, Be1gium~ loea ted in a residen
tiaJ section. Though na.rrow ~ the Center 
is lhI'ee rooms deep, and opens upon a 
charmmc- small garden in the 1'ear. The 
convention for the election of the Bene
lux Regional National Spiritual Assembly 
will be held here Ob April Z2--24. 1957. 

information by writing to the West
ern Hemisphere Teaching Commit~ 
tee at the address given below. 

South America 

An unusual opportunity for a pio
neer to get a foothold in South Amer
ica has come to the attention of the 
WHTC. A BaM', couple living off the 
west coast of South America will be 
returning to the States in March for 
six months, and will make their 
home available to one or more 
Baha'is who could continue the 
meetings and keep up the contacts 
that have been already established. 
At the end of the six-month period 
there would be a good chance on 
finding a way to stay on, if so de
sired. Although travelling expenses 
would be about $800 round trip, living 
expenses while there would be only 
about $20.00 per month r It is frontier 
living, Spanish speaking. 

"It is not a place to come look
ing for a job. But people with some 
capital and know-how can make bet
ter than just a living if their occupa
tion is one that fills a need. For in
stance, both our physicians came 
here young and inexperienced, have 
acquired and supported families, own 
fine homes and other properties, and 
may be considered well-to-do. A 
young Spaniard opened a hardware 
store six years ago, and in spite of 
the opening of another by a home 
town boy at just about the same 
time, has made his fortune and so 
has the other. 

"Modest fortunes, perhaps, but 
such opportunities for individuals 
donlt grow on bushes in more civi
lized and competitive parts of the 
world these days . . . What I can 
produce in the backyard goes quite 
a way toward feeding us and there 
is enough to sell to bring in a little 
cash each month besides . . . I have 
been able to make a few pesos sew
ing . . . Many people have their 
meals sent in, instead of bothering 
with the preparation themselves. 
There seems to be an opportunity 
here for someone who could open 
and operate a stove-wood depository. 
I figure that would take bought or 
rented land close in, and at least a 
machine-driven saw, preferably also 
a truck. I suppose there are an in
finity of other possibilities that I 
wouldn't even imagine. This whole 
south of Chile is real frontier as to 
opportunities." 

JANUARY 1957 

The 11:rst two Indian believers of BolMa. 

While this is a specific description 
of one of the many posts the WHTC 
is trying to fill, it is fairly typical 
of many other attractive Latin Amer
ican posts such as Mexico, David, 
Panama. Cali, and islands off Chile. 

Many of these places would be 
ideal for a retired person, for ex
ample, who has a small pension 
that is not adequate for the States, 
but would be the equivalent of 
wealth in Latin America. On forty 
to fifty dollars a month in many 
places, one can live like a king. 
Knowledge of Spanish or ability to 
learn it quickly is very important. 

The official Calls for the approach
ing national conventions of Latin 
America are now going out, and 
there is a great stirring among the 
Latin American Baha'is, who are 
looking forward with great excite

'ment to this coming Rigv8.n. The 
Auxiliary Board and WHTC mem
bers who have recently travelled in 
these countries report that the peo
ple talk about nothing else. The help 
of North American pioneers is need
ed to give a good start to these new 
institutions, and we urgently request 
that any of you who have been think
ing about pioneering but have not 
written to the WHTC do so now, and 
let us help you smooth out the ob
stacles and get started. Write to: 

Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin, Secre
tary, Western Hemisphere Teaching 
Comm., 73 College Road West, 
Princeton, N. J. 
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AlIstrv'ia 

FAITH PROMULGATED 
FROM CHURCH PULPIT 

At a service of the Congregational 
Church at Medindie, a suburb of 
Adelaide in South Australia, the Ba
ha'i Message was specially delivered 
to the assembled congregation. 

This was arranged with the pastor, 
Rev. Aubrey Stevens, by E. S. G. 
Bowes, a South Australian Baha'i. 
The service was held On Sunday t 
August 12. 

Rev. Stevens conducted the serv
ice, using hymns and Scripture read
ings chosen by Mr. Bowes, with 
whom he shared the pulpit. 

Mr. Bowes gave the Children's Ad
dress, being a story based upon the 
Baha'i teachings. Later he delivered 
the sermon. This took the form of a 
brief account of the three central 
figures of the Baha'i Faith, with 
quotations of Baha'u'1l3.h's words, 
and references to Him by Prof. E. 
C. Browne. 

The address closed with extracts 
from 'Abdu'l-Bahft's talk given at 
City Temple, London, 45 years ago, 
to the Congregational Church of Lon
don, and a Baha'i prayer. 

ORANGE BAHA'I GROUP BUYS 
SHELF IN LOCAL LIBRARY 

The newly opened City Library of 
Orange, New South Wales, includes 
on an engraved plaque at the en
trance the name of the Baha'i World 
Faith, along with other local organ
izations, as having donated at least 
one shelf of books. 

The Baha'i group of Orange, in 
buying a shelf, is enthusiastic about 
their "silent teacher," and hopes to 
add to their present collection of 
Baha'i publications. 

Sout" America 

HUANCA YO PUBLISHES 
NEWS BULLETIN 

HuaytapaHana is the name given 
to a new publication of the Huan
cayo, Peru, local Spiritual Assembly, 
which was formed last April. Its first 
edition, No. 001, was issued in Octo
ber 1956, carrying news, information, 
and other material of interest to 
Baha'is. 

The first issue carried news of the 
visit of Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin, 
member of the Auxiliary Board, to 
South America, the protest of the 
American National Assembly to the 
United Nations conceITIing the iran
ian persecutions, Baha'i Youth ac
tivities, new Baha'i literature, a re
port on the local Baha'i Fund, and 
many other items of interest. 

Centra' America 

ISLANDS' TEACHING 

ACTIVITIES EXPAND 
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Further reports of teaching activi
ties in Central America, to be added 
to the account published in the De
cember issue of BA.IiA'f NEWS, have 
been excerpted from the Central 
American Baha'i News. 

The National Teaching Committee 
of the Antilles reports lila t very good 
activities are being carried out in 
Haiti. The committee secretary, Mrs. 
Dee Worth, spent the months of 
August and September in Haiti. col· 
la bora ting with the pioneers, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ellsworth Blackwell, in 
consolidation of the commWlities of 
Port au Prince, St. Marc, and Cap 
Haitian. Work has also been com
menced in the cities of Liancourt and 
Gonives. Assembly and Group goals, 
respectively. 

The new American Committee, es
tablished this year in the Bahamas, 
is doing magnificent work with the 
American virgin areas: British Hon
duras, Curacao, Isla Margarita, Ba
hamas, and Bermuda (consolida
tion). This committee publishes an 
interesting bulletin periodically lor 
distribution in that area. 

A Juvenile Group has been formed 
in Nassau, Bahamas, the local Spir
itual Assembly announces, with a 
membership of four youth. 

Two views of the Baziratu'l-Quds of Mexico City. D. F. 
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Cllnlldll 

CONFERENCES HELD AT 

BEAULAC, CHARLOTIETOWN 

Canadian Baha'i News reports two 
teaching conferences in their No
vember issue, held at Beaulac and 
Charlottetown. 

JANUARY 1957 

To the one at Beaulac about 23 
people from six national back
grounds came to enjoy the fellow
ship of friends, and a spiritual feast. 
There were two study courses, "The 
Goals Which Draw Us Onward," and 
··The Bible and the Baha'i Faith," 
conducted by Vicki Bond and Fred 
Graham, respectively. 

A Maritime Teaching Conference 
was held in Charlottetown, with over 
20 adults and children in attendance. 
Ken Bolton was the speaker, cover
ing the following topics: "Fireside 
Patterns," HDirect and Indirect 
Teaching Methods," and "The Ten 
Year Crusade." 

Mrs. Clara Dunn, Hand of the Ca1JlS.e (center), accompanied by 
Miss Thelma. Perks, Auxiliary Board Member (left) aDd Miss Wu 
Vat Sim of New Hebrides Islands (right). arrIving in AdelaJde, 
South Australia, for a State Teaching Conference in November. 

SAMOA WELCOMES SECOND 
NATIVE BELIEVER 

News from Samoa is published in 
the Bulletin of the Canadian New 
Territories Committee: 

"It is indeed with joyous and 
thankful hearts that we are writing 

this letter and are enclosing the 
cards of the newest declared be
liever in Western Samoa. 

"You will, no doubt, recall that in 
a recent letter we mentioned that 
one of the people here was studying 
the Teachings. Sa'ialala joined us 
officially at the last Feast, and it 
was a wonderful occasion for us all. 
Through Sa'ialala's efforts we now 
have another person interested in 
the Teachings, and we all pray that 

Seventeen Balt.3.'IS, representing Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, and VietnaTll met in 
SaigoR, Vietna.m, November 10, 1956, to discuss the mutual problems of pioneers 
aud bellevers in tbese four countries. This conference was particularly valuable 
for the friends from 'Ibailand, Laos, and Cambodia, none of whom were able to 
aMend the regional conference beld in Djakarta In August. Pla.ns were ma.de for 
the acceleration of the teaching work in aU these area.s which will be part of the 
Balli'!: community of South East Asia following' the forma.tion of the Regional 

Nat.lonal Spiritual Assembly during Rldvan 1951. 

he, too, may understand a little of 
Baha'u'llah's Relevation. 

"The Translating Committee has 
commenced to itmction again, and 
is now preparing a series of small 
pamphlets which the Group thinks 
will be suitable for the local popu
lation. One pamphlet will be based 
on Some Answered Questions, the 
answers being those of 'Abdu'l-Baha 
simplified, to questions which the 
local Samoans always ask." 

Nort" Ellst Africa 

ASSEMBLIES URGED TO 
HOLD PUBLIC MEETINGS 

During the convention of the Ba
ha'is of North East Africa last April, 
it was recommended that regular 
public meetings be arranged in local 
~a:firatu'l-Quds, affording a greater 
chance for the spread of the Cause. 

This recommendation has· been ap
proved by the National Spiritual As
sembly of North East Mrica, and 
all local Spiritual Assemblies have 
been requested to put this into effect. 

The Baha'j Youth Committee of 
Alexandria was the first to respond 
to this calL A public meeting was 
arranged at the I:Iafiratu'I-Quds on 
October 21, 1956, to which about 50 
non·Baha'is were invited. About one
third of those invited attended the 
meeting. The subject of the talk, 
given in Arabic, was "The Agree
ment of Science and Religion." The 
meeting was termed a success, and 
it is planned to have further meet
ings regularly. 



IAHA'I NEWS 

'lidia, Paleistan, Burma 

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT, 

SUMMER SCHOOL, LOCAL 
ASSEMBUES PICTURED 

Baha'i Summer School held at Montgomeryy paklsta.~ on OctobeJ' 11·19, 1956. 

Spiritual Assembly of the Baha.'is of ErnakuJam, India, fonned 
April ZI, 1956. 

taal A.ssembly of the BaM'is of AUgarh. India, registered OD 

Mar(:h 6, 1956. 

SUe of the National EndoWInent in Rangoon, Burma. 
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"10 Act, • • • Promptly ontl Decisively" 
In our beloved Guardian's message, "Inestimable 

Prizes within Our Reach," he states: "A far greater 
proportion of the avowed supporters of the Faith must 
arise, ere the Crusade suffers any set back, for the four
fold purpose of winning over an infinitely greater num
ber of recruits to the army of Baha'u'Ii1\h fighting on the 
home iront, of swelling to an unprecedented degree the 
isolated centers now scattered within its confines, of 
converting an increasing number of t..1-tem into firmly 
founded groups, and of accelerating the formation of 
local Assemblies, while safe-guarding those already in 
existence ... 

With this four-fold purpose in mind, our immediate 
objectives are: 

1. To restore or form at least one local Assembly in 
each of the four States which have none at the present 

New England States 
Mrs. Ethelinda Merson, Secretary 
5 Katy Hatch' sHill 

PENNSYLVANIA 
"Scranton 
Erie 

time: Vermont, Rhode Island, South Carolina, North 
Dakota. 

2. To strengthen all Assemblies in danger of losing 
their status, especially if such an Assembly is the only 
one in the State. 

3. To bring promising groups to Assembly status, re
gardless of whether or not they are in goal cities. 

We submit the following list of localities where set· 
tiers and special teaching effort are needed, and where 
imm edia te help will be effective. 

Please give this appeal prayerful thought. Then con
tact the secretary of the Area Teaching Committee of 
the area in which you are interested for information as 
to what you may do to assist in this urgent teaching en
deavor. 

-AMERICAN NATIONAL TEAcmNG COMMl"rr.CE 

EDNA VOIGHT, SecretaTY 

DELAWARE 
Dover 

MARYLAND 

Falmouth, Mass, 

CONNECTICUT 
Bridgeport 
Hamden 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Ipswich 

"·Worchester 
"Cambridge 

West Goshen Twp. 
"·West Chester 

.... Prince Georges County 
"·Montgomery County 

MAINE 
Augusta 
Fl'yeburg 
Bangor 
Lewiston 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Concord 
Keene 
Manchester 

RHODE ISLAND 
··Providence 

Eas t Providence 
Pawtucket 
Cranston 

VERMONT 
·"Brattleboro 

Burlington 
Rutland 

North Atlantic States 
Mrs. Florence Steinbauer, Secretary 
5 Ridgedell Ave., 
Hastings-o;'14Hudson. N. Y. 

NEW JERSEY 
Elizabeth 

·Jersey City 
"Ridgewood 
Hackensack 

NEW YORK 
"Yonkers 
Geneva 
Niagara Falls 
Victor 

··Syracuse 
·Seneca Twp. 
Poughkeepsie 

Central Atlantic States 
Mrs. Margaret Gawen, Secretary 
5917-14th St. N. Arlington, Va. 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Charlotte 
Durham 
Raleigh 
Winston Salem 

Haitian Teaching Congress held at Port au Prlnce November 1 .... 1956. Babi.7 is and. 
friends gathered on the steps of a park to bear aD address by Mrs. Gayle Woolson, 
Member of the AuxiUary Board.. Foul' cities in Haiti were represented at this 

Coup-ess. 
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VIRGINIA 
Norfolk 

WEST VIRGINIA 
-Charleston 

South Atlantic States 
Mrs. Beatrice Alexander, Secretary 
P. O. Box 943, Tampa I, Fla. 

FLORIDA 
"Tampa 
·Miami Beach 
·Orange County 
Sarasota 
St. Augustine 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
... ·N orth Augusta 
·*Greenville 

GnIf States 
Miss D. Thelma Jackson, Secretary 
302 E. Huisache, Apt. 9 
San Antonio, Texas. 

LOUISIANA 
Baton Rouge 

-New Orleans 
TEXAS 

Austin 
Fort Worth 
Galveston 

Tennessee Valley States 
Mrs. Louise Matthias, Secretary 
636-39th St., South 
Birmingham, Ala. 

ALABAMA 
Mobile 

KENTUCKY 
Fort Knox 

MISSISSIPPI 
Gulfport 
Meridian 

·Jackson 
TENNESSEE 

Chattanooga 

East Central States 
Mrs. Hazel Meese. St?CTetary 
8030 Warren B1vd., Centerline, Mich. 

INDIANA 
Kokomo 

MICHIGAN 
Pontiac 

·Lansing 
·Kalamazoo 
"Royal Oak 
Marysville 

·-Dearborn 
OHIO 

·Urbana 
Kettering Village 

·Mansfield 

Central States 
Mrs. Annalean Schwandes. Secretary 
2832 W. Bottsford, Milwaukee 15, Wise. 

ILLINOIS 
• Addison Twp. 
Aurora 
Decatur 

"'Winnetka 
Elgin 

"Limestone Twp. 
Melrose Twp. 
Rockford 

"Waukegan 
IOWA 

·Cedar Rapids 
MINNESOTA 

St. Cloud 

SpirituaJ Assembly of tbe Bah3.'is of Buffalo, N. Y., for 1956-1951 ~ 
incorporated on April 13, 1956. 

WISCONSIN 
Monona Village 
Fond du Lac 
Oshkosh 
E,au Claire 
Brookfield 
New Berlin Tp. 

NEBRASKA 
*Omaha 
Lincoln 

North Central States 
Miss Margaret Detwiler, Secretary 
711 N. 5th St., Fargo, N. Dak. 

NORTH DAKOTA 
·"'Fargo 

Minot 
SOUTH DAKOTA 

"Sioux Falls 
Lead 

South Central States 
Mrs. Mildred Birkett, Secretary 
4053 Lindell St., 
St. Louis, Mo. 

KANSAS 
"'Wichita 

Kansas City 
ARKANSAS 

Eureka Springs 
OKLAHOMA 

Tulsa 
MISSOURI 

• "'Springfield 
Independence 
St. Joseph 
Webster Groves 

Rocky Mountain States 
Mrs. Mary Lou Ewing, Secretary 
1830 Arizona Ave. N. E. 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

COLORADO 
·Pueblo 
*El Paso County 

NEW MEXICO 
"Bernalillo ~ounty 
·Roswell 

WYOMING 
"Laramie 
Casper 

~or~vvestern States 
Mrs. Helen Wilks, SecTetary 
12710-1Itb N. W. 
Seattle 77, Washington 

IDAHO 
Lewiston 

MONTANA 
... "'Great Falls 

Missoula 
• "'Butte 

OREGON 
*Eugene 
Astoria 
Salem 

WASHINGTON 
Monroe 
Wenatchee 
Wal1a Walla 
Kirkland 

·Yakima 

Southwestern States 
Mrs. Loraine Johnson. Secretary 
1001 W. Solano Dr., Phoenix, Arizona. 

ARIZONA 
"Tucson Sub Area 

Flagstaff 
·Yuma 
"'Tempe 

CALIFORNIA 
·Chula Vista 
*N a tional City 
*Cloverdale .J. D 

...... El Monte J.D. 
*"'Escondido J.D. 
HGlendale J.D. 
• "'Inglewood 
·"'Inglewood J.D. 
"South Gate 
**Millbrae 
• ... Burlingame 

Santa Ana 
Redding 
Twentynine Palms 
Alliambra J.D. 
Healdsburg J.D. 

·San Leandro-Hayward J.D. 
"'San Mateo 
South Bay J.D. 

NEVADA 
Las Vegas 

"'Sparks 
UTAH 

·Provo 
Ogden 

·Assembly status in danger 
... ·Disbanded Assembly 

-
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Baha'i, throughout the United 
States-from Burlington, VL, to Mis,... 
soula, Mont., from Miami, Fla., to 
Tacoma, Wash., Hawaii and Alaska 
-may all take' pride in the m,my 
excellent programs presented by Ba
hil'i communities and groups in ob
servance of the Eleventh Anniver
sary of the United Nations. 

Reports of meetings held are still 
coming in to the Baha'i U.S. United 
Nations Committee. many of which 
are sensationally interesting and 
most of which are excellent, not 
only in the results reported, but in 
the methods and manner of plan
ning and executing UN Day activi
ties. 

Obviously, sp ace does not permit 
a complete run-down of programs 
reported, yet we know you will en
joy reading of some, from which it 
is hoped inspiration and renewed 
determination to redouble our teach
ing efforts may b€ gained by 
all of us. 

Missoula, Mont., with a group of 
only seven Baha'is, launched a full
scale community-wide observance of 
UN Day. From the University there 
they obtained the services of two 
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American Baha'i Communities Achieve Wide 

Window display arranged by Milwaukee, Wise., Bahi'is in window 
or lea-ding store for United Nations Day. 

university' 'co-chairmen" who aided 
in securing many foreign students 
to take part in the pageantry. music 
and dancing. It was possible, through 
the students, to secure the new and 
very beautiful University Music Hall 
for the meeting place. Through con
tact with the Ministerial Association, 

the Council of Churches (Jewish, 
Christian, Greek, and Mormon), and 
over forty other groups, invitations 
to them to participate in the pro
gram brought wide-spread accept
ance with many of them giving one 
to two-minute talks along with brief 
selected readings from their own 
Holy Books. 

The Baha'i speaker, Mr. John Mor
gan, was interviewed by two radio 
stations; spot announcements of the 
meeting were used by all three local 
radio stations; the local press co
operated fully with news items, pho
tos and announcements in advance 
of and after the meeting. All of the 
publicity used was prepared by the 
Baha'is. 

Baha'i speaker a" city-wide Missoula, Mont., United Nations Day public meeting. 
Seated on platform .ue representatives of other religions: (left. to right) Roman 
Ca:ihollc, Episcopal, Mormon, and a Missoula College International Rela:tions student. 

At the meeting the Mayor of Mis
soula read President Eisenhower's 
UN Day Message, and then he of
ficially proclaimed "UN Week 1956" 
to the citizenry of Missoula; le::l.ding 
business firms contributed, without 
charge, engraved and printed pro· 
grams; colorful posters were given 
by the airlines office; large green 
plants were donated for stage decor; 
a set of flags of the member nations 
of UN was received; Boy Scouts and 
Campfire Girls assisted as ushers 
at the public meeting, which was 
attended by approximately 400. 
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Response to United Nations Day Programs 

United Nations Day display arraBKed in ibe Public Libra.ry by the 
Bau'is of Erie. Pa. This display was in Erle~s only library, serv~ 

ing a popuJ81lon of 136,000. 

The full report of this UN observ~ 
ance is thrilling, indeed, for there 
is much more than can be set forth 
in this article. The tenor of the re~ 
port, however, can be demonstrated 
in Bill Musler's own words in re
porting the activities. He writes, "I 
cannot transmit to you in letter form 
the many opportunities we had
some striking-to call attention to 
the Baha'i F ai th before, during, and 
after this program. On several oc
casions we were able to present the 
tenets of the Faith with much pres
tige . . . One or two religious leaders 
have most earnestly inquired as to 
learning more about the Faith. They 
(seem) instinctively to have recog
nized something wonderful here ... 
The Faith in Missoula has, through 
Bahit'u'llah and His Teachings 
brought our local citizenry a little 
closer. 'A Path to Peace' has aided 
in getting many people here to think 
more on the international level, and 
at the same time much prestige has 
been attained for our Cause and the 
friends here. For all of this we are 
forever grateful. " 

observance. Paul Meade contacted 
a1l of the religious groups and civic, 
cultural and humanitarian organiza
tions to form the Burlington UN 
Day Committee. and was, himself, 
elected chairman of "UN Day in 
Burlington.' , 

As chairman, he was interviewed 
on the local television station; One 
of the ladies of the Committee was 
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interviewed on radio, during which 
she stated, "Everyone was wishing 
someone would do something about 
UN Day in Burlington and it took 
Paul Meade with his Baha'i Faith 
to get it organized." That is certain
ly a fine example of action gaining 
results. 

It is interestin~ to note the or gan
izations represented on the commit
tee: Burlington Council of Churches, 
local synagogues, Catholic Diocese, 
Vermont Council on World Affairs, 
American Heritage Group, and 
YWCA. Many other organizations 
participated in the program and 
ceremonies. Local newspapers co· 
operated in this case also to the 
fullest extent, giving six separate 
articles concerning the program. All 
of the publicity was prepared by 
Mrs. Juliette Meade, a Baha'i. 

The program consisted of a public 
flag raising ceremony on one day; 
church bells throughout the city were 
rung on another day as a call to 
prayer for all Burlington people to 
pray for the UN's success in its 
role of peacemaker; special serv
ices were held in churches and syna~ 
gogues on other days. On UN Day 
the three Burlington Baha'is placed a 
Baha'i advertisement ill the local 

No less impressive was the UN 
Day observance held in Burlington, 
Vt., where a group of only three 
Baha'is reside. They, too, were the 
ones to initiate a city-wide UN Day 

Some of the Baba'Is Uld friends a.ttendlng the United NaUons Day Program Tea 
given by the Baha'is of Long Isla.nd, N. Y., on Ocrober ZS. 
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paper showing a picture of the Tem
ple, and on that same day the Ba
ha'i Press Service release was car
ried by the paper. 

Mrs. Meade writes, "So, in re
porting what part the Burlington 
Bah3.'is played in a jointly spon
sored UN Day progra m here. you 
may state that one of the Baha'is 
here organized it and acted as city
wide Chairman . . . As a result of 
these UN Day activities, it is pos
sible that in the future Burlington 
will be more ready to celebrate the 
Day. Also, as a result of the part 
the Baha'is played in the UN Day 
activities here, Paul was invited to 
attend a meeting of the Burlington 
Council of Churches to meet the 
ministers." 

Milwaukee, Wis'c., held a public 
meeting to which 66 persons came, 
including 22 non-Baha'i friends. Lou
isville, Ky., held a public meeting 
and a fireside meeting, with at
tendances of 20 and 55, respectiv<>ly. 

The Baha'is on Long Island, N.Y., 
cooperated in holding a Program 
Tea in the home of one of the Baha'is. 
Advertisements and news releases 
appeared in six Long Island news~ 
papers (in six different cities) an
nouncing the program. Forty-five at
tended, including 30 non-Baha'i 
friends. 

The group of three Baha'is in 
Northbrook, Ill., cooperated with the 
League of Women Voters and the 
World Federalists in a UN Day pro
gram which was a social-fireside 
type meeting. They were successful 
in having four displays of UN-Baha'i 
material in prominent public places, 
and in obtaining newspaper publicity 
for the meeting. 

The Three Rivers, Mass" group 
observed UN Day by presenting to 
the local grammer school a shelf 
of UN material, in addition to hold
ing a fireside meeting. 

Englewood, N.J., held a public 
meeting, a fireside, and also co
operated in the community-wide ob
servance. They report having re
ceived newspaper publicity for the 
Baha'i meetings which were attended 
by 50 persons, 15 of whom were 
contacts. 

The Baha'i Group of Norfolk, Va., 
along with nearby isolated believers, 
cooperated in holding a public meet
ing. Four newspaper articles were 
obtained in their local paper in con
nection with their meeting. 

The two local Assemblies af Miami, 
and Dade County, Fla., sponsored 
a joint UN Day meeting to which 
63 persons came, 33 of whom were 
not Baha'is. They. too, reported suc~ 
cess in securing four news articles 
concerning their meeting. 

Anchorage Recording District, 
Alaska, reports an excellent public 
meeting attended by 36 persons. 
Their speaker was interviewed on 
television; they received several ra ... 
dio spot announcements; and se~ 

cured newspaper publicity. They also 
report a series of five fireside meet~ 
ings held the week prior to their 
UN Day public meeting. 

The small group in Galveston, 
Texas, achieved fine results through 
their arrangements for a UN Day 
observance. They were given a 7J.h 
minute television interview; four ra ... 
dio spot announcements, and excel .. 
lent newspaper publicity. 

Indianapolis, Ind., held a public 
meeting, placed Baha'i UN Day no-
tices on bulletin boards of 7 organ· 
izations of the city. The audience 
at the public meeting included 24 
non-Baha'is. 

Riverside, Calif., reports a public 
meeting and a fireside, exhibits 
placed in several strategic spots in 
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town. They were given 7 radio spot 
announcements of the meeting, 1 
news item in the local press along 
with a paid advertisement. 

The Tanana Valley, Alaska, Baha'i 
Assembly was the only organization 
in Fairbanks that celebrated UN 
Day. In addition to the Baha'i 
speaker there was a non·Baha'j 
speaker, Mr. Norman Hogg, who is 
in charge of the Territory of Alaska 
Office of Vocational Rehabilitation. 
A sudden snow storm affected the 
wide attendance anticipated but 
"those who came" it was reported, 
"were very interested and re
ceptive." Several days after the 
meeting Mr. Hogg wrote to the Ba
ha'is thanking them for the privilege 
of speaking at their meeting and 
commending them for having the 
only UN Day program in Fairbanks. 

This is the first year that the 
Davenport, Iowa, Baha'is have at
tempted to hold a special UN Day 
observance, and the result is most 
impressive. The Baha'is contacted 
six other local organizations, all of 
which expressed interest. Soon there 
were 14 organizations working with 
them. Letters were sent to all teach
ers, civic groups, ministers, and 
other interested persons (approxi-

~'Idr ' ~ d class of Lutle Rock Ark conducted by Mrs. Laura Pa.rker of ....,..... eo s mo.U Y" ... • • ".. ~ • f th Dawn-
N Ih LIlt! Rock The study material mcludes Children s Stones rom e 

or e . . , I CbUd .. aDd. "Baba'j Breakers" HGod and His Messengers," "Baha'l Pra.yers or ren~ 
• Child's A.B.C.u 
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As a folJow-up for ihe 1956 WorJd ReJigiOD Day meeting. this buffet dinner was held 
in the New Orleans, La •• Ba.u'i Center last FebJ'uary. Such meetings a.re fiDe 
exampJes of what can be done to invite contacts- established at; the World Religion 

Day observances this year. 

mately 1500 in all) calling their 
attention to the UN's anniversary, 
Newspapers, radio and TV stations 
were contacted for publicity. The 
Baha'is also planned a special fire
side meet.ing, in addition to their 
participation in the city-wide meet
ing. 

The report from Davenport states, 
"The cooperation from other organ
izations was splendid. There is now 
considerable interest in forming a 
permanent observance committee 
for UN Week so that in succeeding 
years a more ambitious program 
can be undertaken. The name 
'Baha'i' was heard by many people 
who had not known of it before. 
Many new contacts were made 
which may result in some new in
quirers." 

The Augusta, Ga., community held 
a panel discussion meeting composed 
of a Baha'i speaker and several out~ 
standing people of the community. 
They report, "We had no difficulty 
in getting speakers for the panel. 
We were all very happy to be able 
to get a message so outstanding to 
the public. One local library asked 
for some of our UN literature, which 
was given to them. Our UN meet
ing was the only public meeting 
held in the city." 

This spot-check of Baha'i activi
ties for UN Day 1956 shows at a 
glance that exceptionally fine ef
forts have produced similarly fine 
results in prestige for our beloved 

Faith in our local communities, in 
the joy we received in working to
gether in unity and harmony for our 
common pur:~oseSt and in establish
ing contacts among progressive and 
liberal-minded organizations and in
dividuals. 

The U.S. United Nations Com
mittee is indeed grateful for the 
whole-hearted cooperation on the 
part of Baha'is in the United States 
for UN Day 1956, and you may be 
assured that our report to UN Head
quarters of this year's celebration 
of UN Day will be made with justi
fiable pride. 

-LEE BLACKWELL 

UNITED NATIONS DAY 
PUBLICITY SHOWS GAIN 

Newspaper publicity and advertis· 
jog for the observance of United Na· 
tions Dayan October 24 shows totals 
more than double last year's results, 
according to the Baha'i Press Serv
ice. 

Publication of the Baha'i activities 
in connection with this anniversary 
appeared in 119 cities with a total 
circulation over 8,000,000. Adverbs-
ing space in newspapers was pur
chased by 27 Baha'i communities, 
adding another million circulation to 
the totals. 

Linage totals for publicity and ad
vertising combined shows 969 col .. 
umn inches. 

NEGRO CHURCH GROUP 
ATTENDS BOISE MEETING 
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The entire congregation of the 
Bethel African Methodist Church of 
Boise, Idaho, attended the observ .. 
ance of the Birth of Baha'u'llah 
jointly sponsored by the Boise and 
Ada County Eahil. 'i communities. 

This is the first time that such a 
I ar ge representation of the Negro 
race attended a Baha'i meeting 
there, and the Baha'is welcomed. 
them with great joy. 

A fellowship hour followed a talk 
by Mrs. Fredye Stanley of Salt Lake 
City, in which she explained the sta
tion of Bah,,'u'llilh as the Lord of 
the New Age. Refreshments were 
served, and a large quantity of 
BaM.'i literature, placed in the lobby 
of the meeting hall at Julia Davis 
Park, was depleted by the close of 
the evening. 

UNITED ACTION BRINGS 
SUCCESS IN ALASKA 

The Alaska Teaching Committee 
with the cooperation of the Anchor~ 
age and Anchorage Recording Dis
trict Assemblies, united in action to 
secure the maximum benefit from 
the scheduled visit of the Auxiliary 
Board member t Mrs. Florence May
berry, from October 16 through the 
26th. 

In addition to a five-evening semi
nar with an average attendance of 
36 and several fireside meetings, 
these local communities arranged 
guest speaker appearances and col
ored slide showings for the USO
YMCA, the NAACP, a Chamber of 
Commerce luncheon, a Kiwanis Club 
luncheonJ and several school classes. 

Radio, TV, and newspaper cover
age was excellent. All three radio 
stations announced the various lec
tures, three radio and TV interviews 
were secured. as well a s four news
paper releases which included pub
licity on the forthcoming formation 
of a National Assembly in Alaska 
next April. Over 500 printed invita
tions were distributed for the public 
lectures, a United Nations Day pro
gram, and an open house tea at the 
I:Iaf.iratu'I-Quds. 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
From Germany in a personal let

ter to an American believer, we find 
this important item, translated from 
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World MirTor Magazine, where it 
was published as a letter to the 
editor: "It is hoped that the Baha'i 
religious authorities (i.e., the Na
tional Assembly of Germany and 
Austria) will be able to find a new 
location for their House of Worship. 
Though the Baha'i religion has its 
roots in Asia (its home is in Persia), 
its deeply anchored religious convic· 
lions have stirred one of our choicest 
men. namely Albert Schweitzer, to 
unmistakably express his deep sym
pathy for the Baha'is. I myself have 
read (his) mail sent to the Baha'is! 

Hlf Christianity so far has failed 
to unite mankind, perhaps the 
Baha'is will be successful in their 
efforts." (Signed) Hans Grog Remus, 
Minister of the Unitarian Church, 

(The statement in the above letter 
about a new location for their House 
of Worship refers to the fact that the 
site selected by the National Assem
bly of Germany and Austria was 
withheld by the civil authoritie"s). 

The Baptist Message dated No
vember 29 quoted a remark made 
by a missionary who recently visit€d 
Soviet Russia: "Moscow, a city of 
8,000,000 people, has only eight con
gregations of all faiths-Protestant, 
Catholic, Jewish, Buddhist and 
Haha'L" It is not necessary to add 
that we have no information about 
believers in R us sia. The above quo
tation also appeared in The N ash
ville Tennessean of November 16. 

Wilmette Life for November 29 had 
an article about the Temple gardens 
illustrated with three photographs. 
The article described the plantings 
in each of the nine gardens and listed 
the number of visitors who have 
toured the building since 1932. 

Hor ace Sutton, travel editor of 
SatuTday Review, wrote in the issue 
of November 17: "The last time I 
saw Haifa I saw it from the deck 
of the 'Independence.' It was a tre
mendous sight, for the time was 
twilight and the lights had come on 
across the whole city I which is built 
on the rising slopes of Mount Car
mel. Earlier that day I had visited 
the Baha'i Temple. the world head
quarters of a religious group that 
preaches love and peac-e, tolerance 
and good will ... Now, as we were 
ready to sail, the dome of the 
Baha'i Temple (Le. Shrine) shim
mered in floodlight." 

The Pubtisherls Auxiliary, Novem
ber 10, Chicago, reprints the list of 

special days. weeks and months in 
1957 compiled by the Chamber of 
Commerce of the U.S., including 
World Religion Day, January 20. 

The 1956-57 calendar prepared for 
the Public Schools of Wilmington, 
Del., contains a list of Jewish, Greek 
Orthodox, Russian Orthodox and 
Baha'i Holy Days. The Baha', Holy 
Days were recogniezd by the Super
intendent of Wilmington Schools 
prior to April 21. 1954. 

The Memphis Press-ScimitaT, June 
30, quoted the National Spiritual As
sembly statement on "The Oneness 
of Mankind" under a two column 
head: "Bahai Sets Forth Its Inte
gration Position." 

AMERICAN INDIAN NEWS 
There are many teaching positions 

open on American Indian Reserva
tions at both the grade and the high 
school levels. If you are interested 
in pioneering among the American 
Indians, this should be a good oppor
tunity for you. 

Those interested should write to 
the Secretary of the American In· 
dian Service Committee, Mrs. Nancy 
Phillips, 736 Encanto Drive S. E., 
Phoenix, Arizona. 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
In the course of his extensive tra v· 

el for business, Challoner Chute of 
Char]ottesviUe, Va., has been able 
to give teaching assistance to Ba
ha'is in many cities throughout the 
South during the past months. A par
ticular ly successful service was a 
visit in company with Randolph 
Bolles to a group affiliated with the 
Episcopal Church of Howard Univer
sity in Washington, D. C. More than 
50 students from various parts of 
Africa and the West Indies heard 
about the Faith for the first time, 
eagerly accepted the literature of
fered, and expressed great interest 
in studying with the Baha'is. Similar 
teaching was done at a fireside in 
Mr, Chute's locality, comprising the 
head of the School of Religion at the 
University of Virginia, a minister of 
the local Mormon Church, and a 
professor of physics. Jamshed Foz~ 
dar, a pioneer from Vietnam home 
on leave, also addressed the group. 

Little Rock, Ark., has been con
ducting a series of study classes us· 
ing the panel discussion format, with 
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an average attendance of 16 adults. 
The outline course, The Baha'i Faith 
-A Synoptic View, is used as a guide. 

A Hawaii Teaching Conference was 
held at the Honolulu Baha'i Center 
on December 1, with the morning ses
sion devoted to consideration of 
teaching goals for the Hawaiian 
Islands, and the afternoon session 
given to the topics, "Teaching Prob
lems," "Publicity," "Teaching 
Aids," and "Confirming the New 
Believer.' • 

A second Area Teaching Confer
ence was held at Burlingame, Calif., 
on November 18. "Obstacles of Per
sonality," and uThe Baha'i Way of 
Life" were topics to be discussed. 
The first of these area conferences 
was held at Burlingame on Oct. 21. 

Ketchikan, Alaska's news bulletin, 
The Northern Star, reports that in 
less than a year since the formation 
of their local Spiritual Assembly 
from a community of 10 Baha'is on 
April 21, 1956, 14 new believers have 
been enrolled in the Faith. Thus. the 
Ketchikan Baha'is have surpassed 
their goal of doubling their numbers. 

AREA NEWS BULLETINS 
Peter McLaren, former Chairman 

of the National Youth Committee, 
spoke in Charleston, W. Va., on Sep
tember 9 before the York Club, a 
group of 25 young adults belonging 
to the largest Episcopal Church 
there, the BuUetin for the Central 
Atlantic States reports. Mrs. Marian 
Lippitt has been invited to speak on 
"The Great Religions of the World" 
before the Young Women's Auxiliary 
of the Charleston Women's Club. 

The Central States Area Teaching 
Committee held an Area Conference 
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, on Septem
ber 29 and 30, their Bulletin states. 
A public meeting on Saturday eve
ning featured a talk by Rober! Wolff, 
a pioneer from Dutch Guiana, and 
the Sunday conference meeting had 
as a theme, "The Power of the 
Covenant-Individual Responsibil
ity." Also reported was the recent 
teaching trip by Mrs. Evelyn Allen 
in Iowa and Nebraska. She appeared 
on television programs in Waterlol', 
Iowa, and Omaha, Neb., showing 
slides of the Baha'i House of Wor
ship. Firesides and public meetings 
were held in Waterloo and Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, and in Omaha. 

The Bulletin of the Gulf States 
Area Teaching Committee an~ 
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nounces that another isolated center 
has been opened in Alexandria, La. 
The first Baha'i function in that city 
was a Feast held at the YWCA with 
two attending, including a Baha'i 
visitor from neighboring Pineville. 
Also reported was a Baha'i Youth 
Conference in Dallas, Texas, on Oc
tober 6-7, for Baha'is and their 
friends. 

A picnic-fireside, given by the 
Area Youth Committee under the 
sponsorship of the ATC, was held at 
Evergreen Cabin on September 3, 
the Bulletin for the North Atlantic 
States reports. Les Marcus and Mrs. 
Beatrice Thigpen led a discussion on 
"Progressive Revelation" and "Cur
rent Events in the Baha'i Faith. n 

Friends in Waterloo, N.Y., decided 
to take a "fresh air" child for a two
week period, as a group project. A 
71k year old girl enjoyed the healthy 
surroundings of Waterloo as a result 
of this generous offer, which made 
new acquaintances for the Faith. 

A highly inspirational Teaching 
Conference was held at Laramie, 
Wyo., on August 5, sponsored by the 
Laramie Assembly and the Area 
Teaching Committee, the Area Bul
letin reports. Dr. and Mrs. David 
Ruhe of Kansas City, Mo., conducted 
the meetings, speaking on teaching 
problems and Baha'i Administration. 
Since the Assem bly in Laramie now 
numbers less than nine members, it 
is hoped that additions to the Baha'i 
community will enable this Assem
bly to be held. It is the only one in 
Wyoming. Crusade goal cities in the 
area include Casper, Cheyenne, and 
Sheridan, Wyo., Greeley, Colo., and 
Santa Fe, N. Mex. 

The Tennessee Valley states Are. 
Bulletin now recommends a Book of 
the Month to their readers. For Sep
tember it was The Advent of Divine 
Justice, by Shoghi Effendi. 

The Hawaii Teaching Committee 
Bulletin reports that the local Spir
itual Assembly of Honolulu has been 
doing constructive work with the 
Hawaii Chapter of World Brother
hood. Major and Mrs. Salvatore 
Pelle are Baha'i representatives to 
the Religious Education Committee 
of the Chapter. One of the Commit
tee's meetings was held at the 
Baha'i Center last summer~ and the 
group was given the history and 
principles of the Faith. 

Baha'is from Honolulu flew to the 
islands of Kauai and Lanai during 

WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 

Fou r+h Year-1956. i 957 

Annual Budget .......... $500,000,00 

Total Requirements May 
1 December 15 .. , ..... 312.000.00 

Tota1 Contributions May 
1 to December 15 195,600.00 
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the autumn months to visit the pion
eers and their contacts, the Hawaii 
Bulletin states. On Maui, One of the 
regular radio programs on the Faith 
departed from the usual script type 
presentation to a reading by Edwin 
Dover of direct quotations from the 
Baha'i Writings. 

A feature of the Area Conference 
held at Charlottesville, Va., on Octo
ber 27 was a report by Mrs. DorothY 
Frey on the activities of the Baha'i 
Interracial Committee, and the im
portance of interracial work l accord
ing to the Bulletin of the Central At
lantic States. 

The Greensboro, N.C., Spiritual 
Assembly re-ports, through the Cen
tral Atlantic States Bunetin, that 
weekly firesides are being carried 
on in Winston-Salem, N.C., as a 
part of the extension teaching work. 

Area Conferences held in Muske
gon, Mich. j Lima, Ohio; and Indian
apolis, Ind., are reported in the East 
Central States Bulletin, with 23 at
tending at Muskegon, 44 at Lima, 
and 34 at Indianapolis. The Compila
tion on The Power of the Covenant 
was discussed. Indianapolis also re
ports that a Deepening Class has 
been organized. A New Carlisle, Ind., 
Baha'i reports a newspaper advertis
ing series on the Faith in La Porte, 
Rolling Prairie, and La Crosse, as 
well as New Carlis~e. Fort Wayne. 
Ind., tells of three 'lPark-Lecture
Breakfasts" during the summer 
months that were successfully re
ceived. 

An Area Youth Conference was 
held at South Bend, Ind., on October 
20-21, the East Central Stat"s Area 
BuUetin reports, with over 20 youth 
in attendance from Indiana, Ohio, 
and Michigan. One of the topics dis
cussed was "Detachment." On Sat
urday evening a potluck dinner and 
Social was held, with discussion ses
sions. Sunday morning the subject 
undertaken was "Teaching": HIn_ 
dividual Teaching," "Conference 
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Teaching," and "Circuit Teaching." 
"The Promising Land of Africa" 

was the topic of a public meeting 
held on October 20 during an Area 
Conference at Fargo, N.D., with the 
speaker, Mavis Nymon, dressed in 
Jolof costume, showing colored 
slides of West Africa, reports the 
North Central States Bulletin. 

The Youth and Young Adult Com
mittee of the Los Angeles, Calif., 
community announces in the South
western States Bulletin that it is now 
conducting panels, consisting of 
three or four youth and one adult, 
covering various Baha'i subjects. 
Hours of study, analysis of teaching 
requirements, and public speaking 
practice under the guidance of Mrs. 
Jesma Herbert have evolved a well
paced presentation. Panel groups 
are available weekends, and will 
travel to points seven hours travel 
time from Los Angeles. 

Stimulating Progress Reports 
from Memphis and Nashville, Tenn., 
Louisville, Ky., and Jackson, Miss., 
have been acknowledg'€d in the Ten
nessee Valley States Bulletin. 

What Is A Baha'i? By Stanwood 
Cobb. Reprinted from Washington 
Daily News. In this interview such 
questions as is the Baha'i Faith a 
new religion? how is the Baha'i 
Faith organized? are answered by 
Dr. Cobb. Excellent contact leaflet 
for mass distribution. 31;.2 x 1% 
Frenchfold. Available approximately 
January 15. 

25 copies (minimum order) $1.00 
100 copies .................... $3.00 

Baha'i News Index. (No.1 to No. 172; 
December 1924 - December 1944). 
Compiled by May Prentiss Stebbins. 
This is a very thorough index cover
ing twenty years of BAHA'i NEWS 
issues. an mva]uable reference to 
subjects covered in the Guardian's 
Cables and Letters, messages from 
the National Assembly. and many 
other items carried in these issues. 
102 pp.. 8% x 11, embossed paper 
cover with spiral, looseleaf binding. 

Per copy .................... $2.00 
Minimum Mail Order, $1.00 

Available from 
BAHA'i PUBLISHING TRUST 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette. Illinois 
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FEASTS 

January 19-5ul\im (Sovereignty) 
February 7-Mulk (Dominion) 

WOfiLD RELIGION DAY 
January 2O-to proclaim the funda~ 
mental oneness of religion, 

Woow BROO'HERHOOO WEEK 
February 17 -23-to proclaim the 
oneness of mankind. 

Ketchikan, Alaska: Miss Joyce R. Camp
bell to Mr. J. Leo Baldwin on October 
12, 1956. 

Chicago, Illinois: Mrs. Thelma J. Roun
tree to Mr. Irving W. Stevens on No
vember 10, 1956. 

National Baha'i Addresses 

NATIONAL BAHA'i ADMINISTRATIVE 

HEADQUARTmS : 

536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

NATIONAL TREAsURER: 

.I".Ir. Gerald Hetrick 
New Castle, Delaware 
August 25, 1956 

Mr. Dee Elvery Williams 
Phoenix, Illinois 
September 27, 1956 

Miss Agnes Williams 
New York, New York 
October, 1956 

Mrs. Loa D. Shaffer 
Temple City, CaHfornia 
o eto ber 13, 1956 

Mrs. Parepa Franklin 
Wilmette, Illinois 
November 7, 1956 

JANUARY 1957 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 

ASSEMBLY MElET1NG 

February 8, 9, 10. 

BAHA'I HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
llIinois. 

Make checks Payable &0: 
National Baha.'i Fund 

Mrs. Eliza beth Householder 
Anaheim, California 
November 10, 1956 

Visiting hours 

Weekdays and Saturdays: 
1:00---4:00 P.M. 
(the Auditorium wiJI be open) 

Sundays: 10:30 A.M.-5:00 P.M. 
(the entire building wiJI be open) 

Service of Worship: Sunday at 3: 30 
P.M., lasting until 4 :15. 

Boise, Idaho: Miss Barbara May Bekker 
to Mr. Alapur 'Ala'i on September 15; 
1956. 

BAHA'i PUBLISHING TRUST: 

110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

BAHA'i NEWS: 

RdUorial Office: 
110 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Illinois 

Subscription and 
change of address: 

112 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Illinois 

Ml'. Bernard B. Gottlieb 
West Englewood, New Jersey 
November 12. 1956 

Mr. J. Harry Bates 
Spokane. Washington 
November 20, 1956 

Mr. John A. Fowler 
st. Louis, Missouri 
November 22, 1956 

Miss Juliet Thompson 
New York, New York 
December 4, 1956 

Mrs. Mary Duffield 
Lemay, Missouri 
December 2, 1956 

Mrs. Irma Ward 
Byron, illinois 
Date not reported 

BAHA'i DIRECTORY CHANGES 

ASSEMBLY SECRETARY 

Wisconsin 
Green Bay: Miss Florence Delany, 309 S. Webster Ave. 

ADDITIONS TO COMMI'ITECS 

Area Teaching Committee - Rocky Mountian States 
Mr. Tom Ewing 

Area Youth Committee - North Central States (new) 
Mr. Harry T. D. Rost, Convenor 
Mr. Alvin Myers 
Mr. Cyrus Omidvaran 
Mr. Yossef Rabhani 
Mr. Farhang Roshan-Zamir 

ChiJd Education Committee 
Miss Marjorie Lighthall 

Western Hemisphere Teaching Committee 
Mrs. Maurine Kraus 

CHANGES IN .AlmREss 
Radio Service Committee 

Mrs. Vivian Fellows, Secretary 
4857 North Oakland Avenue 
Milwaukee 17, Wisconsin 

Wilson Trustees 
Mrs. Helen C. LaVey 
360 Woodland Ro ad 
Chestnut Hill 67. Mass. 

BAHA'I NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha"is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 

Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies of 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 

BARAI News is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1956-57: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Miss 
Charlotte Llnfoot, Mr. Richard C. Thomas. 

Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'! Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, illinois. U.S.A. 
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The American Baha'i Community 
Base of Operations in the Global Crusade 

Beloved Friends: 
Many requests have been received for copies of the 

letter addressed to all State Conventions. Since it is not 
feasible to reprint the entire letter in BAH$/f NEWS. the 
NSA shares the following excerpts with the believers. 

rlSince the Baha'i communities constitute the source 
of pioneers, settlers, extension teaching, the strength 
and activity of these communities is reflected in this 
summary of the annual reports received from the 179 
local Spiritual Assemblies in existence during the year 
1955-1956: 

1. Number of Assemblies reporting any new en-
rollments during the year. 85 

2. Number of new believers enrolled in these 
communities. 227 

3. Number of communities carrying on some 
type of fireside teaching. 153 

4. Number of communities conducting study 
classes. 135 

Of these, 112 have classes for deepening 
the believers, and 83 have classes for in
quirers and beginning students. 

5. Number of communities holding one or more 
institutes during the year. 51 

6. Number of communities having youth mem-
b=. m 

7. Number of youth members in these communi-
ties. 139 

8. Number of communities carrying on any youth 
activities. 52 

It should be noted that many of the larger 
communities have no youth members and 
are not carrying on any activities to attract 
youth. 

9. Number of communities carrying on some 
type of extension teaching work. 55 

"The foregoing figures speak for themselves. As we 
consider them, should we not ask ourselves if it is any 
wonder that the Guardian expresses concern about the 
'progressive devitalization of the homefront' and states 
that 'no sacrifice can be deemed too great for its re
vitalization and the broadening and consolidation of its 
foundations.' 'The manpower of the community,' he says, 

'must, rapidly, and at all costs, increase .... ' 'A far 
greater proportion of the avowed supporters of the Faith 
must arise, ere the Crusade suffers any setback, for the 
four-fold purpose of winning over an infinitely greater 
number of recruits to the army of Bahil'u'llah fighting on 
the homefronts, of swelling to an unprecedented degree 
the isolated centers now scattered within its confines, 
of converting an increasing number of them into firmly 
founded groups, and of accelerating the formation of 
local Assemblies, while safe-guarding those already in 
existence.' 

'4 lIt is primarily a task that concerns the individual 
believer,' states the Guardian, 'wherever he may be, 
and whatever his calling, his resources, his race, or 
his age.' 

National Assembly Assistance 

""What is the National Spiritual Assembly doing to 
assist the individual to discharge his task? 

"1. All communications from the Guardian other than 
those dealing strictly with business of the National 
Spiritual Assembly are sent to all the believers with 
minimum delay, principally through BAHA'i NEWS. 

"2. Through reports, statements, and inserts in BAHA'i 
NDWS. it endeavors to keep the commW1ity informed of 
the progress of the World Crusade and of other develop
ments and activities, and to provide material which 
will inspire and aid the friends in carrying out their 
individual and collective responsibilities. 

"3. Through the Baha'i Publishing Trust an abundance 
of literature for study and teaching is readily available 
to all. 

"4. In an effort to aid the entire Bahil. 'f community to 
gain a deeper understanding of 'the most vitalizing forces 
of the Revelation of Baha'u'llah released by God Himself 
for the regeneration of souls and the ordering of the 
world of humanity.' the National Assembly prepared and 
distributed as a gift to every believer two compilations
The Pewer of the Covenant and Charter of a Divine 
CiviHzation. Individual and group study of these two 
booklets not only deepens the believer in the lmowledge 
and understanding of his station and his responsibility 
as a follower of Baha.'u'Il<lh, and of the spiritual force 
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Haziratu'l..quds of Bopti. Colombia., 
dedicated on October 12, 1956. 

and energy which penetrate the uni
verse and quicken the souls of men, 
but they also provide him with a 
simple outline of the basic and es
sential truths for teaching and con
firming 'new recruits.' 

National reaching Plan 

"5. Following frequent and full 
consultation with the American N a
tional Teaching Committee, the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly has adopt
ed a national teaching plan aimed 
at accomplishing the four-fold pur
poses of the homefront campaign 
called for in the Guardian's July 19 
letter, to be carried out by the 
American National Teaching Com
mittee and the Area Teaching Com
mittees. Briefly stated, the program 
is this: 

"a. To develop circuit teaching 
schedules that will provide the small
er communities and active Baha'i 
groups with 'teachers having spiri
tual capacity and deep knowledge of 
the Covenant to help ground the be
lievers in the spiritual fundamentals 
of the Faith.' This is in direct accord 
with the instructions of the Guardian 
as stated in hi s letter of July 19) 
written on his behalf by his secre· 
tary. This assistance is aimed di· 
rectly at overcoming the maladjust· 

ments and the lack of knowledge 
which the Guardian says are the 
chief reasons why the work on the 
homefront is lagging, 

"'The National Teaching Committee 
is developing a panel of teachers and 
through the Area Teaching Com
mittees it is working out circuits to 
make most effective use of the time 
these teachers can devote to such 
service. The National Spiritual As
sembly appeals for the fullest pos
sible cooperation on the part of every 
community and group that will be of
fered such assistance. 

"b. The local Spiritual Assemblies 
are urged to aid in converting iso· 
lated centers 'into firmly founded 
groups' and accelerating the growth 
of groups into Assemblies, by pro
viding consistent extension teaching 
to nearby localities. As reported 
earlier in this statement there are 
675 Baha'i groups, 675 seed beds for 
future Assemblies-and 622 isolated 
centers which should be converted 
into groups. Perhaps the act of bring
ing into being another local Spiritual 
Assembly is the greatest service any 
commlUlity can perform during the 
next few years. 

Appeal for SeHle" 
"c. In an effort to safeguard the 

communities that are in danger of 
losing Assembly status as well as to 
restore those Assemblies that have 
been dissolved, the American Na4 

tional Teaching Committee urgently 
appeals for Baha'i settlers. The only 
source from which these settlers can 
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come is the larger communities and 
yet last year only 168 settlers moved 
to other cities, and, unfortunately a 
large percentage of these did not go 
to goal cities or centers where theIr 
membership might have counted in 
establishing Assemblies or grou9s. 
The need for settlers is urgent, As 
of this date 22 local Spiritual As
semblies formed or elected on Anril 
21 this year have since fallen below 
a membership of nine and others are 
in danger, ITo act, and act promptly 
and decisively is the need of the pres
enthour",. ' 

"Dear friends, the time when we 
could talk and consult about prep~ 
aration for teaching, and plan for a 
future teaching program, is past. It 
is too late for that now. Because of 
the desperate needs of the world at 
this hour. only prompt and decisive 
action is left to us. In the words of 
the Guardian : 'Neither the local or 
national representatives of the Com. 
munity .... nor even the Guardian 
himself, however much he may yearn 
for this consummation, can decide 
where the duty of the individual lies, 
or supplant him in the discharge of 
that task.' 'Each must evaluate what 
his own response can and should be; 
nobody can do this for him.' , .... 
because they (the believers) are 
privileged to have accepted the Man
ifestation of God for this day, this 
very act has placed upon them a 
great moral responsibility, to which 
the Guardian is constantly calling 
a tten tion.' " 

-NATiONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEl'IIIBLY 

Recommendations from State Conventions 
and Actions Taken by the NSA 

All recommendations received from 
the 1956 State Conventions were care
fully considered by the National Spir
itual Assembly at its December-Jan
uary meeting. Many of the recom· 
mendations were directed to the Area 
Teaching Committees or to the de
tails of arrangements for future State 
Conventions. These are not being 
published, but they have been re
ferred to the appropriate committees 
for actioD. 

Following are the recommenda
tions adopted and acted upon by the 
National Spiritual Assembly: 

1. That the National Spiritual As
sembly list in BAHA'i News the cur. 
rent Baha'i literature that can be 
helpful to the believers in creating a 
bridge between Christian friends and 
the Baha'i Faith. 

Action: The BAHA'i Nxws Editorial 
Committee has been instructed to 
publiSh from time to time brief list
ings of Baha'i literature and sugges
tions for its effective use in creating 
bridges between the Baha'i Faith and 
people of various backgrounds, in
cluding those of the Christian faith. 

2. That the National Spiritual As-
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sembly make available to every 
member of the American Baha'i com
munity the definition of fireside 
teaching which was sent to the State 
Conventions. 

Action: This recommendation has 
been approved and the requested ar
ticle will be distributed as an insert 
in an early issue of BAHA'f NEWS. 

3. That additional copies of the 
special material sent to the believers 
as inserts in BARA'i NEWS be made 
available for general use. 

Action: The Baha'i Publishing 
Trust has for sale much of the ma
terial that has been distributed in 
this manner. Announcements of the 
availability of these items are pub
lished in BAHA'! NEWS by the Pub
lishing Trust. 

4. That a Baha'i school be estab
lished in the South as soon as 
possible. 

Action: It is recorded that the 
Guardian has instructed the National 
Spiritual Assembly that additional 
summer schools are not to be estab
lished at the present time. 

Teaching Outlines 
5. That a simple teaching outline 

be provided for general use by the 
believers. 

Action: The Baha'i Publishing 
Trust has been requested to list in 
an early issue of BAHA'i NEWS the 
teaching outlines currently available 
with a brief description of each one. 
The National Spiritual Assembly is 
taking additional steps to provide 
other outlines of this type. 

6. That the National Spiritual As
sembly take steps to republish Pro
mulgation of Universal Peace as ~e 
one source of 'Abdull-Baha's talks 10 

America. 
Action: The National Spiritual As

sembly has had this matter before it 
for more than three years. The re
translation of a number of the talks 
and other difficult problems are in
volved. Meanwhile the friends are 
urged to make maximuJ? use. of 
Foundations of World Umty, Whl::h 
contains 28 selections from the publlc 
addresses by 'Abdu'l-Baha in Europe 
and America. 

7. That the outgoing National Spir
itual Assembly present at the Na
tional Convention a report on actions 
taken on the State Convention recom
mendations. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly believes that the publication 
in BAHA~f NEWS of the State Conven
tion recommendations adopted by 

the Assembly fulfils the objective of 
this particular recommendation. 

8. That the National Spiritual As
sembly report what action was taken 
on the recommendation made at the 
1956 National Convention that schol
arships be provided to enable deserv
ing youth to attend BaM'i Summer 
Schools. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly calls attention to the action 
on this recommendation as reported 
in the June 1956, issue fo BAHA'i 
NIlws, page 2, paragraph 11. 

College Student Inquirie. 
9. That local communities and 

groups contact colleges and provide 
college officials with information 
which will make possible the answer
ing of inquiries by students concern
ing the Baha'i Faith. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly encourages local communi~ 
ties and groups to carry out this 
recommendation wherever contact 
can be made with colleges. 

10. That the National Spiritual As
sembly investigate the possibility of 
having Baha'i books included in lists 
prepared by the American Library 
Association. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly is taking steps to carry out 
this recommendation. 

11. That the National Spiritual As
sembly have the annual reports of 
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the various national committees in 
the hands of the delegates to the Na
tional Convention at least a week 
before the Convention. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly makes every possible effort 
to have the printed annual reports 
in the hands of the Convention dele
gates at least ten days before the 
Convention. 

12. That the book The GlOTius King
dom oj the Father Foretold be re
printed. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly is considering this book along 
with others, in its plan for bringing 
out Baha'i publications. 

13. That National Spiritual As
sembly endeavor to :find a way to 
contact the isolated believers more 
directly with regard to contributions 
to the National Baha'i Fund. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly feels that the isolated be
lievers obtain full information on the 
status of the National Fund from the 
reports published regularly in BAHA'i 
NflWS, and that the Guardian's mes
sages, also published in BAllA,tf NEWS, 
are the best means of stimulating 
awareness of the obligation of 
Baha'is to support all Crusade objec
tives, including the various Baha'i 
Funds. 

14. That the National Spiritual As
sembly send a questionnaire to all 
believers asking them to indicate 

Ha.zira:&u~l-Quds of Buenos Aires, Argentina 
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their chief problem in teaching the 
Faith, in order to determine what 
particular assistance is required to 
overcome those problems. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly feels that the questionnaire 
approach on a wide scale is imprac
tical, but the Baha'i Summer School 
Committees are being requested to 
make this recommendation a matter 
of consultation during seminar and 
workshop courses on teaching during 
the 1957 sessions. 

New Pamphlet 
15. Since there is nothing currently 

available to take the place of the 
pamphlet, Victory of the Spirit by 
Dorothy Baker t it is recommended 
that this pamphlet be reprinted. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly has already included in its 
schedule of publications a pamphlet 
that will fill this need. 

16. That local Spiritual Assemblies 
be encouraged to send ninety per 
cent of all contributions to the Na
tional Fund every nineteen days. 

Action: While it endorses the send
ing of the maximum amount to the 
National Fund, which must be the 
source of financing many World Cru
sade projects throughout the world, 
the National Spiritual Assembly feels 
that it is improper to set a too rigid 
percentage or goal. 

17. That the National Spiritual As
sembly consider the feasibility of 
making it mandatory for persons 
whose voting rights have been sus
pended or who have voluntarily with
drawn from activity, to go through 
the usual process of preparation for 
enrollment before reinstating these 
individuals to full membership. 

Acti<m: The National Spiritual As
sembly approves the principle that 
deepening study and classes should 
be provided for believers who have 
been inactive for any lengthy period, 
for whatever reason. 

IS. That the National Spiritual As
sembly clarify what is meant by the 
"reasonable length of time" in which 
believers should sever connections 
with other religious groups andlor 
fraternal and other organizations in 
which the Guardian has said the be
lievers should not hold membership. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly records the following prin
ciples to be applied in carrying out 
the Guardian's instructions referred 
to in this recommendation: (a) a 
rigid time limit cannot be established 
for complying with these instructions 
for the reason that individual cir
cumstances differ; however, (b) the 
Guardian's instructions must be 
obeyed, and (c) Baha'i administra
tive bodies have the obligation to re
port to the National Spiritual Assem-

First Bahi'j Tea.cbJDg Conference on Taiwan, held in Talnan on November I1~12, 
1956~ aDd reported In HBaha.'j News" for January. 
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bly any continued disregard of the 
warnings that failure to obey them 
will result in deprivation of voting 
rights. 

19. That the National Spiritual As
sembly make suggestions as to how 
provisions should be made and car
ried out for having Baha'i children 
brought up in the Baha'i Faith in 
the event of their parents' death. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly encourages Baha'i parents to 
make such provisions in their wills 
that will insure their children re
ceiving Baha'i training. 

Pictures of Temple 
20. That the National Spiritual As

sembly consider the production of a 
large-size picture of the Temple suit
able for display in homes and pub
lic places. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly has under consideration a 
plan for the production of a group 
of pictures of the Temple and Tem
ple gardens, and will attempt to ex
pand the plan to include this recom
mendation. 

21. Several states recommended 
that their states be represented in 
the membership of their respective 
Area Teaching Committees. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly wishes to explain that the 
Area Teaching Committees were not 
designed to be representative in 
structure, but, in accordance with the 
instructions of the Guardian, they 
are composed of a small number of 
believers centrally located for the 
purposes of consultation, and as such 
committees they serve as arms of 
the National Teaching Committee in 
planning and supervising the teach
ing activities for a given area. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

Memorial Service 
for Juliet Thompson 

In accordance with the instruc
tions from the Guardian in his ca
blegram of tribute to Miss Juliet 
Thompson (published in the J anu
ary BAHA'! NEWS), the National Spir
itual Assembly will hold a memorial 
service for Miss Thompson in the 
Baha'i House of Worship on Satur
day evening, February 9, at 8: 00 
o'clock. 

It is hoped that as many friends 
as possible will be present to pay 
fitting tribute to the memory of this 
"exemplary handmaid of 'Abdu'l
Baha." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEM"BLY 
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This convention will be held in the 
!;Ia?iratu'l-Quds in Auckland, and 
will elect New Zealand's first Na
tional Spiritual Assembly. It will be 
one of 13 National and Regional-Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies to be 
formed during RiQ.vim next year 
throughout the Baha'i world. 

Canada 

PIONEERS WRITE OF 
AFRICAN TOUR 

Spil'itual Assembly of the Baha.'is of POI't Adelaide, South 
Australia, incorporated OD Aagust 10. 1956. 

The Canadian BaM', News has 
published a letter from John and 
Audrey Robarts, Canadian pioneers 
in Africa, that is of interest to all 
Baha'is. Excerpts are reprinted 
below. 

"Service UnfoI"CJe++able" 
(Cable from the Guardian) 

Grieved news dear father's death. 
Pioneer teaching (and) administra
tive services unforgettable, highly 
meritorious. Assure (you) (of) fer
vent prayers (for the) progress (of) 
his soul (in the) Abha Kingdom. 

(sigoed) SHOOHl 
December 27, 1956 

The foregoing cablegram from the 
Guardian was addressed to the fam
ily of Mr. Edwin W. Mattoon, who 
passed away in Key West, Florida, 
December 24, 1956, after a long pe
riod of illness. He and Mrs. Mattoon 
settled in Key West as BahilJi pio
neers in August 1954. 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL ASSEl'VIBLY 

NATIONAL CONVENTION 
DATES ANNOUNCED 

The Forty-Ninth Annual Baha'i 
Convention will be held in Founda
tion Hall of the Baha'i House of Wor
ship, Wilmette, Illinois, Sunday, April 
28 through Wednesday, May 1, 1957. 

Delegates and visitors wishing ac
commodations in private homes 
should send their request for reser
vations to: Mrs. Priscilla Hassan, 
1244 Maple Avenue, Wilmette, mi
nais, Chairman of the Housing Com
mittee Or to the Co-Chairman, Mrs. 
Edna Coleman. 1227 Leon Place, Ev
anston, Dlinois. A list of nearby ho
tels, together with rates, will be pub
lished in the next issue of BAHA'i 
NEWS. The friends wishing this type 
of accommodation are requested to 
make their own reservations. 
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Australia. Hew Zealand 

NEW ZEALAND PREPARES 
FOR FIRST CONVENTION 

Preparations for the historic first 
national Baha'i Convention to be 
held in Auckland, New Zealand, On 
April 25-28, 1957, are well in hand, 
the Baha'i Bu!letin from the Na
tional Assembly of Australia and 
New Zealand reports. 

"A few days ago Audrey and I re
turned from a most interesting 17 
day trip which included the islands 
of Mauritius, Reunion, and Madagas_ 
car. 

"There ar€ three local Spiritual 
Assemblies in Mauritius, and much 
activity. One recently formed com
munity, of mostly young men, have 
a study class, or fireside, in their 
center every day, often two a day, 
and there is much teaching outside 
the center. It was a joy to see such 
enthusiasm, activity, and dedication. 
Even the new members are called 
upon to teach, and they do. 

"Reunion is like a beautiful bit of 
old Quebec. We loved the people, and 
had many happy times. There is an 
Assembly there, due to the wonderful 

Baha.'is attending the Benell1x Conference held at the Brussels, Belgium, Haziratu'l
Quds on September 15~1'7, 1956. 
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pioneering work of Dr. Leland J en· 
sen and his wife, Dr. Opal Jensen, 
from St. Louis. They spoke no 
French. How they made their con
tacts, lent books in French, gradu
ally learned the language~ and at
tracted fine people, is a story that 
proved to us the ever-presence of 
chosen angels. 

hTananarive and Tamatave on 
Madagascar are lovely cities. The 
Cause was taken there by Mrs. Me
herangiz Munsiff, a beautiful Indian 
woman, now in the United States. 
After many months of pioneering and 
having no believers, with a broken 
heart she cabled the Guardian la
menting that she had failed. He re
plied, 'Wait. They are coming.' The 
very next day our friends arrived at 

her door to inquire about the new 
religion. They stayed and are now 
active and devoted. 

"In these parts one develops a new 
perspective on the value of the Faith. 
Here we see it as the breath of life 
to so many people who are so des
perately in need of a divine remedy 
for their ills. What hope would they 
have it if were not for this Faith 
of GDd?H 

WHITEHORSE FORMS 
INDIAN ASSOCIATION 

An Indian Advancement Associa
tion has been formed in Whitehorse, 
Yukon Territory, under the leader
ship of two Baha'i pioneers there, 
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Joan and Ted Anderson. The Ca
nadian New Territories Committee 
Bulletin has published the following 
letter from Whitehorse, telling of this 
event. 

"Our big news this time is the 
first meeting of the Indian Advance
ment Association. We were thrilled 
to have 24 people come, including 
the Commissioner of the Yukon, the 
Superintendent of Schools, the Indian 
Agent, the Indian Health nurse and 
doctor, the Bishop of the Anglican 
Church, the newspaper editor's wife, 
a reporter from the newspaper (al
though we asked for no pUblicity as 
yet) and seven Indians. 

"Ted chaired the meeting and the 
group discussed the proposed aims, 
and changed and revised them to 
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Baha.'i Youth of Rangonu, Burma. 

Baha.'j Youth of Kanpur, India. Baha'. Youth Club or Lima, Peru. 
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Spiritual A.ssembly of the Bahi!is of Buenos Aires. Arpntina, 
for 1958-1957. 

suit conditions here. It was decided 
to call the organization the Yukon 
Indian Advancement Association for 
the time being. 

"By this time it was 10:30 p.m., so 
it was decided to have another meet
mg on the first Wednesday in De
cember to make further plans. We 
were most happy to see the Com
missioner there in particular, as he 
is a very busy man, and it was kind 
of him to give his time. He had some 
very helpful suggestions, too." 

B,.itls" 'sles 

GUARDIAN'S LETTER THEME 
OF TEACHING CONFERENCE 

A Teaching Conference held in 
Birmingham On January 5-6, 1957, 
drew its themes from the Guard
ian's latest letter to Britain. "The 
Process Set in Motion" was the key
note topic. 

The first day sessions were con
ducted on "Igniting a Fire in the 
Hearts of Our Countrymen." The 
next morning the conference can· 
sidered the subject, "Building the 
New Communities," with emphasis 
on fireside teaching, the question of 
new believers, and the role of groups 
as the nuclei of Assemblies. 

"The Call of the Present Hour," 
Sunday afternoon, was concerned 
with that flow of pioneers and con
centration of material resources 
which must be "unexampled" in our 

BAHA'iS STRESS 

WEEKEND SCHOOLS 

Ten Weekend Schools ha ve been 
held in the British Isles since the 
Summer School of 1956, The Home 
Front, pUblication of the British Na
tional Teaching Committee, reports. 

"In November 1955," The Home 
Front states, Hour dear Dr. Gross
mann, Hand of the Cause of God. 
having completed his tour of Baha'i 
communities, suggested that 'neigh-
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boring centres should come together 
mOre often,' as our 'lilliputian cen
tres give no idea to new contacts of 
Baha'i community life, which is es
sential. • 

" 'If this kind of regional coopera
tion could be stressed,' he wrote 
'I feel work would go ahead mor~ 
quickly and encourage isolated be
lievers and pioneers.' 
. "How pertinent was this sugges

tIOn," The Home Front continues 
., and how prophetic of the Weekend 
~chools which Were SOOn to appear 
III every corner of Britain!" 

The ten locations of these Week
end Schools are: Lerwick, Birming
ham, Leeds, Liverpool, Belfast, Lon
don, Torquay, Cardiff, Edinburgh, 
and Blackpool. 

Central America 

PLAN FORMATION OF 
TWO NATIONAL ASSEMBLIES 

Baha'i News of Central America 
has announced an election, January 
6, 1957, for delegates to participate 
in the formation of two national 
Spiritual Assemblies next Ridvan 

The National Spiritual Ass~mbiy 
of Central America will represent 
Panama, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, 
Honduras, EI Salvador, Guatemala 
and Mexico. ' 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Antilles will represent Cuba, 
Haiti, Dominican Republic, and Ja
maica. 

history. Mealtime a1; the International Bahii.'. Summer School of Ezeiza, AJ'gentiba, 1956. 

-
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RELIGIOUS EMPHASIS WEEK 
OBSERVED IN MANHATTAN 
BEACH SCHOOLS 

South Bay District High Schools 
in Manhattan Beach, Calif., desig
nate the three days preceeding 
Thanksgiving as "Religious Empha
sis" Week, in which any religious 
organization may participate. 

In addition to spiritual emphasis 
in the class rooms by the teachers, 
in an effort to show the relationship 
between the material and the spir
itual side of man without actually 
teaching about God or any sectarian 
belief, there are assemblies held 
each day in the auditorium. 

Each religious organization repre
sented was assigned a room where 
students were free to go to ask ques
tions during their lunch hour. Be
cause of the law prohibiting the 
teaching of religion in the public 
schools, the students could not visit 
the religious groups during a class 
period. 

Mter the first question period ap
parently the word got around that 
the Baha'is had something of inter
est to offer, as the next periods were 
so crowded the door had to be left 
open for all to hear. The Baha'; 
youth were not able to give out lit4 
erature or take names of interested 
seekers, but were able to give them 
the name of Brenda Gangel, a Baha'i 
youth of Manhattan Beach, and a 

student in Mira Costa High School. 
She reported that the entire campus 
was buzzing with "Baha'i." 

Since then, Seymour Malkin rep
resented the Faith at a breakfast 
given by the Ministerial Association. 
There was a Catholic priest, and a 
Mormon and Salvation Army repre
sentative present, in addition to the 
regular members. The Baha'i 
spokesman suggested that next year 
all participants should have a voice 
in the program planning, and the 
idea was accepted. This year's pub
licity, handled by a member of the 
Ministerial Association, eliminated 
reference to Baha'i participation in 
the activities. It is hoped that next 
year a publicity chairman can be 
elected, who will give more com
plete publicity coverage. 

It is estimated that 200 students 
and teachers were told of the Baha'i 
Faith during Religious Emphasis 
Week, and many more heard about 
it indirectly. A Public Youth Meet
ing was held as a follow-up, with 
new contacts expressing interest. 
There is a regular youth Fireside 
night for further teaching work. 

COMMITTEE REVISES 
MAILING PIECES 

Changes in the "Campaign En
semble," a direct mailing unit dis
tributed by the National Committee 
on Baha'i Questionnaires. have been 
announced. A description of the ma
terial produced by this committee 
was published in the November is
sue of BAW/f NEWS, page 10. 

Four communities of Colombia were present at the dedlcatlon of the Haziratu']
Quds at Bogota on October 12, 1956. 

.. ,..- -~........ -
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The cost of producing the jjAn
nouncement Questionnaire" as de
scribed in that article, proved to 
make it unsatisfactory for direct 
mail use. Instead, features of this 
Questionnaire will be combined with 
a revised "Campaign Ensemble, n 

which was also described in the No
vember BAHA'f NEWS. 

The new "Campaign Ensemble" 
will be printed on a four-page folder, 
with a new type of letter appearing 
on the first page. written in a man
ner to appeal to those who are world 
minded. 

On the left inner page is a state
ment about the Baha'j Faith by the 
Guardian, and on the facing page is 
an illustration of the Baha'i House 
of Worship. 

This folder will be enclosed in an 
envelop with a white question card. 
This ensemble is designed to present 
the dignity of the former "Announce
ment Questionnaire" and possesses 
the result-getting features of the for
mer "Campaign Ensemble. u 

The cost of these ensembles is 
$3.75 per hundred. Orders should be 
addressed to the Questionnaires 
Committee, in care of Mrs. Sylvia 
Calhoun, Treasurer, P.O. Box 545, 
Green Bay, Wisc. 

Latest returns on the question
naire cards show a new trend, ac
cording to the committee. A recent 
upsurge has been noted, with more 
men checking the questionnaires. In 
the past they were checked mostly 
by women. There has been an in
crease in the percentage of inquirers 
who have indicated their desire to 
learn more of the Baha'i teachings. 

The most popular questions on 
these cards have proven to concern 
immortality, the spiritual meaning 
of adversity, proof of the existence 
of God, the destiny of America, and 
soul, mind, and spirit. 

WINTER SESSION HELD 
AT DAVISON SCHOOL 

,jSecurity in a Failing World" was 
the theme of the Winter Session at 
Davison Baha'i SchOOl, Davison, 
Mich., held frem December 26 to 
January l. 

There were four courses of study: 
"Individual Responsibility in the Ba
ha'i Community," "Christianity in 
Today's World," "Healing Methods 
Revealed by Bahi!'u'liah," and "The 
World Crusade," based upon the 
Guardian's letter, HInestimable Pri
zes to be Won." 
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VALUE OF CONSULTATION 
DESCRIBEiD IN BULLETIN 

The "Teaching Column," a feature 
of the Baha'i Youth BuHetin~ in its 
December issue publishes an excel
lent exposition by Allan Ward on 
achieving unity through consultation. 
B..uIA'f NEWS reprints portions of this 
article in the belief that it is of value 
to all Baha'is. 

The author develops his theme by 
explaining that "any group must 
agree on their definitions before they 
can discuss any given topic." He 
then proceeds to ask, "How can we 
have unity of action, let alone a 
world-wide brotherhood, if we do not 
have unity of thought-if we do not 
have unity of thought on the spiritual 
teachings which are our life-blood? 

"One group, which has just begun 
this sort of consultation to under
stand the Teachings together. began 
with the 'Tablet to the Seeker' 
(Gleanings, page 264). The first meet
ing lasted two hours. And the ma
terial covered was the first three 
sentences of that Tablet. 

"And let me mention the back:
ground of preparation for that con
sultation. One of the members had 
typed up copies of the first para
graph of the Tablet. Members of the 
group had carried it with them for 
a week previously, reading it and 
meditating on it every spare mo
ment during the day, even while 
walking between classes at school, 
and at mealtimes. Can you imagine 
the unity achieved by this? 

"The meeting itself was the es
sence of discipline in consultation, 
for each member was to listen fully 
to whomever was speaking, instead 
of formulating his own next com
ments, and was to say exactly what 
he thought, no matter how incon
sequential it seemed. 

"Now, how can this help you? This 
can serve as a deepening class for 
you personally, as you meditate dur
ing the week; it forms a powerful 
cord of spiritual unity for the minds 
attuned to the same teachings; it 
promotes understanding of the group 
and it can be used for any number, 
anywhere, whether a community, or 
youth group~ or an isolated believer 
and his friends. And contacts, in our 
experience, have fotmd these meet
ings challenging and enlightening
a clearer path to our supreme goal 
of spiritual unity." 

PUBLICITY REPORTEP FOR 
BIRTH OF BAHA'U'LLAH 

An analysis of publicity received 
for the anniversary of the Birth of 
Bahil'u'1!ah has been reported by 
the Baha'i Press Service. 

Baha'i publicity appeared in 147 
newspapers, and advertising in 37 
newspapers. "There was a total of 
639 column-inches of publicity and 
263 column-inches of advertising, 
One hWldred ten cities were repre· 
sented by these pUblications. 

DEMAND FOR COMPILATION 
PROMPTS NEW EDITION 

Demand for the four compilation
articles by Mrs. Gene Crist, written 
for Baha'is as a "bridge" from Chris
tianity to the Baha'i Faith, has neces
sitated a second edition, according 
to the National Reference Library 
Committee. 

These four papers, described in the 
September 1956 issue of BAllA 'f NEWS, 

include "Prophecies Fulfilled, Ar
ranged by Time, Place, Name, and 
Characters," "The Return of Christ," 
"God's Everlasting Covenant," and 
"Progressive Revelation." The set, 
comprising about 40 pages, sells for 
75c. 

Another compliation, "Teaching 
the Baha'i Faith," is available at 15c 
additional when ordered with the 
above set, or Wc when mailed sepa-
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rately. The committee bears the 
expense of mailing, which is con
siderable, and therefore requests 
that the money be sent with the 
order to eliminate additional postage, 
bookkeeping, and time. 

Orders should be sent to the Na
tional Reference Library Committee, 
Mrs. Marian Crist Lippitt, Secretary, 
1587 Virginia SI. East, Charleston 1, 
W. Va. 

BAHA'I CHILDREN PERFORM ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS DAY PROGRAM 

UN Human Rights Day was ob
served by the Nassau County, N.Y., 
Woman's Forum with an interfaith 
festival featuring the music and dan
ces of the major world religions. 

Mrs. Hubert Cowan, a Baha'i of 
Garden City, N. Y., serves as chair
man of the Nassau County Woman's 
Forum, a group that numbers other 
Baha'is among the membership. 

The Baha'i contribution to the fes
tival was the Children's Choir, from 
the Roslyn Baha'i Sunday School, 
singing two songs. The group was 
trained by Mrs. Elizabeth Thomas, 
and accompanied by Mrs. Martha 
Kavelin. 

Other religions repres ented on the 
program included the Moslem, 
Hindu, Jewish, and Buddhist faiths. 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
Dr. Marcus Bach, School of Re

ligion, University of Iowa, has writ-

Dinner given for members of the armed forces by tbe Wibnington. Del., Ba.bi.'i 
cnmmunity at the home of Mrs. Etta WoodJen. An expression of appreeia.tion from 
the local U.S.O. officials has been received by the Wilmington Spiritual Assembly. 
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teD a book reporting his personal in
terviews with five religious person
ages. One chapter is devoted to each 
interview. The published volume pre
sents these reports in the following 
order: Therese Newmann, Shoghi Ef
fendi, Helen Keller, Pope Pius XII, 
Albert Schweitzer. 

Preceding these chapters is an in
troductory chapter entitled "The 
Search." The book title is The Circle 
of Faith. The introductory chapter 
makes it clear that what Dr. Bach 
sought was a way to find the sum 
total of what men professed about 
Christ, feeling that this sum total 
"would constitute the most valid 
Christian faith that anyone could 
find." The Baha'i reader will appre
ciate the fact that what the seeker 
finds in the Faith of Baha'u'llah can
not exceed the degree of independ
ence with which the investigation is 
made. 

Despite this self-imposed limita
tion, the author's experience in meet
ing the Guardian is described with 
dignity and reverence. The nobility 
and power of the Guardian, if not 
understanding of the Guardianship, 
will become apparent to the non
Bah;§.'i reader. Thus the area of 
knowledge about the Guardian and 
about some at least of his profound
est convictions, will be considerably 
enlarged as Dr. Bach's book is re
viewed and distributed. The Circle of 
Faith is not the universal orbit of 
the Baha'i Revelation, but it is as 

large as contemporary western re
ligious culture can at present en
compass. 

For the Baha'i the chapter concern
ing Shoghi Effendi is made addition
ally interesting by the author's ac
count of his visits to the Prison in 
'Akka, Bahji, and the gardens, and 
by his meeting with R uhiyyih 
Khanum, Mrs. Amelia COllins, Dr. 
Lotfullah, Mrs. Leroy loas, and 
Jessie and Ethel Revell. 

"To the Guardian the relationship 
between Jesus and Baha'u'llah was 
consistently unvarying. The world, he 
recalled, had rejected the Christ. It 
was again seeking to reject the 
Spendor of God. But as the Prophet 
of Nazareth seized and conquered the 
minds of men, so the Prophet of Te
heran was conquering too. As the 
Prince of Peace shook and terrified 
the kingdoms of selfish individuals, 
so the Prince of Unity was even now 
beginning to shatter the kingdoms of 
selfish systems. Jesus and Baha'u'l
lith were Divine Manifestations. 
whole and inseparable. H 

The Circle of Faith, by Marcus 
Bach, is published by Hawthorn 
Books, Inc., New York. Publication 
date, March, 1957. 

The Continental Assurance Co. of 
Chicago has distributed a very im
pressive Season's Greetings card re
producing a beautiful illustration of 
the Baha'i House of Worship, identi
fied as one of the "Landmarks of 
Chicago." Permission to use the 
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Temple as theme for the card was 
given by the National Spiritual As
sembly some months ago. 

The Washington, D.C., Sunday Star 
Magazine for December 30 contains 
a two-page illustrated article on "The 
Many-Sided Mme. Munsiff." The text 
presents Mrs. Munsiff as lecturer 
world traveler, social worker, fash: 
ion designer, mother, and diplomat's 
wife, and states that she has lectured 
for the Faith throughout the British 
Isles, in Africa, and on a tour of 
our OWn Western States. Ten inter
esting photos of Mrs. Munsiff en
hance the human interest of this fea
ture story. 

A pocket size magazine, The New 
Christian Advocate, an official jour
nal of Methodism, published in Chi
cago, reviews in its December 1956 
issue Dr. Toynbee's An Historian's 
Approach to Religion. The reviewer 
states: "What might be termed the 
author's glorified approach to a new 
Baha'i synthesis reminds one of the 
ancient gnostic syncretizing system. 
Toynbee himself might be called a 
devotee of a veritable Christian-Ma· 
hayian-Buddhist faith with undertone 
of Islam and Hinduism." 

BaM.'is in their study of the Kitdb
i-Iqan learn the reasons for the blind 
rej ection of the Manifestation by the 
professional clergy in every Dis
pensation. 

Field Trip Guide for Chicago/and, 
December 1956, January 1957, pub
lished bimonthly by the Willett Motor 

Fourth annual picnic given by the BaM.'is of Antelope JUdicial District. Calif., with five non-Balli'is in a1itendance. Pub
lic response to adverUsing and publicity is smaU in tbis area, but the fellowship engende~ed by this annual picnic has begun 

to bring reswts. 
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Coach Company, Chicago, lists the 
places to be visited by tourists. Un
der the heading "Famous Churches" 
the BahO.'i Temple heads the list.' 

The Concord Daily Monitor and 
New Hampshire Patriot, November 
29, 1956, presented a feature article 
entitled "With N. H. Women" by a 
staff writer, Nyleen Morrison. This 
article presents a detailed sketch of 
Mrs. Gladys Weeden, including her 
deep interest in the Baha'i Faith. 
"She has lectured in 75 major cities. 
She has spent six years in Haifa 
Israel, lived for a time in Vermont' 
and now enjoys life in Henniker: 
w~ere she and her husband, Benja
mm Weeden, settled a couple of 
years ago on his retirement." The 
references to the Faith are clear and 
accurate. 

In the December 1956 number of 
Travel, a monthly publication of the 
National Travel Club, an article by 
Thomas B. Lesure entitled ~'Sacred 
American Shrines," included a photo
graph of the BaM.'i House of Wor
ship, and in the text of the article 
refers to it as Ha striking example 
of church architecture" erected by 
followers of the Persian religious 
leader 1 BahA'u'llah. U 

COl.l.EGE ACTIVITIES 
The Baha'i Club on the campus of 

Delaware State College entered a 
float in the annual Homecoming Day 
parade on October 13, an automobile 
decorated with travel posters of 
many lands with a large banner on 
the roof reading cCThis Earth is One 
Country and Mankind its Citizens." 
Preceding the car were 14 children 
dressed in costumes representing 
members of the United Nations 
Organization. 

As the float circled the football 
field at half-time, the crowd gave 
it a loud ovation, and in the judging 
it was awarded first prize of $20.00. 

NATIONAl. NEWS BRIEFS 
A Luther an Cburch in Arlington, 

Va., invited the chairman of the Ba· 
h,,'i local Spiritual Assembly to speak 
about the Faith to a Sunday School 
class of teen.agers. There were 20 
youth present, and the direct teach
ings were given. An enthusiastic 
question period followed the talk ex
tending the class for two hours dur
ation. Some asked if they might come 
to Baha'i meetings for further in
formation. 

WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 

Fourth Ye.a,.- 1956·J 957 

Annual Budget ........ . $500,000.00 

Total Requirements May 
1 to January 15 ....... 353,600.00 

Total Contributions May 
1 to January 15 ........ 248,600.00 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

The recording "The Lord of the 
New Age," by Winston Evans, was 
broadcast On radio station KTIM 
San Rafael, Calif., on November 11: 
The station offered their public serv
ice time for this program, and there 
Was no charge. 

Incorporation of the local Spiritual 
Assembly of Ketchikan, Alaska, has 
been undertaken, and plans are pro. 
ceeding as speedily as possible. 

An Area Teaching Conference was 
held at Stockton, CaJif., on Novem· 
ber 11 at the Clark Hotel. Baha'ls 
from Berkeley t Concord, Sacramento 
and Stockton attended these work
shop sessions on teaching methods. 

Eight weekly firesides are now con
ducted by members of the Los An
geles, Calif., Baha'i community. 

Anchorage, Alaska, observed Hu~ 
man Rights Day on December 10 
with a panel discussion program fea. 
turing questions and answers to 
stimulate audience participatio~. 

The Lions Club of Kalaupapa, the 
Hansen's Disease Settlement on Mo
Jokai, T.R., invited Bula Mott Stew
art to be guest speaker at their an
nual Christmas Dinner and Party. 
There were 110 present, including 
staff and patients. Her topic was 
"The Christmas Story for Today," 
centered on Baha'u'llah and His re
lation to Jesus, and the talk was il
lustrated with slides of the House 
of Worship and the Shrine of the Bab. 

A Christmas Greeting advertise
ment was used by the Flint, Mich. 
Spiritual Assembly in five area news: 
p~pers. They report a fine response, 
WIth many calls received about the 
advertisement. 

Human Rights Day was observed 
by the San Francisco, Calif., com
munity with a public meeting at the 
Baha'i Center on December 9, with 
Arthur Dahl as speaker. 

AREA NEWS BUl.l.ETINS 
Teaching circuits in Wisconsin and 

Illinois have been scheduled by the 
Central States Area Teaching Com-
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mittee for the winter months with 
Margery McCormick, Zella Sv~ndson 
and Vivian Fellows participating. 
.~~rince Georges County, Md., Ba. 

ha IS showed slides of the Holy Land 
to a group in Clinton, Md., in Octo. 
ber, and were invit-ed to return in 
~ovember for a repeat showing. 
~m?e then two local families have 
mvIted Baha'Is to dinner to discuss 
the Baha'i teachings, and it is hoped. 
that a study cI ass will soon be or. 
ganized in Clinton. 

Consulations with Baha'is of Bev
erly and Springfield, Mass., Brattle
boro, Vt., and Danbury, Conn., were 
scheduled by the New England States 
Area Teaching Committee during the 
autumn months. 

Goal cities of Gulfport, Miss., and 
Chattanooga, Tenn., are receiving 
the concentrated teaching efforts of 
the T~nnessee Valley States Area 
TeachIng Committee. It is hoped to 
hav: a local Spiritual Assembly by 
AprIl. 

The UN Day activities of the Mis
~ou]a, Mont., Baha'i group, reported 
ill the January 1957 issue of BAHA'i 
NEWS, has prompted several forms of 
pUblic recognition for the Faith. A 
form~rly antagonistic newspaper has 
promlsed to pUblish a complete fea
ture story on the Faith when the 
local Baha'i assembly is formed. The 
Chamber of Commerce now lists the 
Ba.ha'i Faith in its directory. A Meth
o{hst c~u~ch student newspaper, 
Tower T'l-d'l-ng S t publi shed an account 
of the UN Day program. The church 
pastor is President of the Ministerial 
Association. 

Lewiston, Idaho, held a public 
meeting on November 4, attended by 
40 persons, including 25 contacts. 
Three radio stations, a television sta. 
tion, and a newspaper publicized the 
program. 

The women members of the Alta. 
dena, Calif., Baha'i community have 
~lanned a series of monthly meet. 
mgs to acquaint their friends and 
neighbors with the Faith. The first 
program presented a sound movie 
in COlor, "And They Met in Galilee" 
furnished by the Israeli Tourist Or
fice. The film included views of the 
Shrine of tbe B a b and the surround
ing gardens. Planning for future pro-
grams has brought forth wonderful 
cooperation from various sources in. 
eluding film, use of a proj ector, ~nd 
screen. 

Excerpts from Area Teaching 
Committee reports 
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What Is A Baha'i? By Stanwood 
Cobb. Reprinted from Washington 
Daily News. In this interview such 
questions as is the Baha'i Faith a 
new reHgion? how is the Baha'i 
Faith organized? are answered by 
Dr. Cobb. Excellent contact leaflet 
for mass distribution. 31;2: x llh 
Frenchfold. 

25 copies (minimum order) $1.00 
100 copies .................... $3.00 

Minimwn Mail Order, $1.00 
Available from 

BAHA'i PUBLISHING TRUST 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 
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Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

lVeekdays and Saturdays 
1:00 - 4:00 P.M. 
(Auditorium open) 

Sundays 
10:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. 
(Entire building open) 

Service of Worshi p 
Sundays 

3:30 P.M., lasting until 4:15 

ASSEMBLY SECRm"AR1ES 

California (Northern) 

FEASTS 

February 7-Mulk (Dominion) 
March 2-'Ala' (Loftiness) 

NmRo HIsTORY WEEK 
February 10-17-To proclaim the 

oneness of mankind. 
INTERCALARY DA VB 

Ayyam-i-Ha, February 26 to 
March 1. 
DAYS OF F AST.ING 

March 2-21 
NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 

ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 

February 8, 9, 10 
March 22, 23, 24 

Madison, Wisconsin: Mrs. Ada Harris to 
Mr. Stephen Follett on September 1, 
1956. 

Sacramento, California: Miss Gail Allan 
to Mr. William J. Reynolds on Novem
ber 25, 1956. 

Chicago, Illinois: Miss Elizab~th Mary 
Brookes to Mr. Arthur E. Whitney on 
December 8, 1956. 

Tucson, Arizona: Miss Mary Elizabeth 
Pope to Mr. John Kenton Allen on De
cember 20, 1956. 

San Mateo, California: Miss Glenda V. 
Greenacre to Mr. Daniel G. Gimlin on 
December 23, 1956. 

BAHA'i DIRECTORY CHANGES 
Missouri 

FEBRUARY 1957 

Mrs. Lillian A. Ammerman 
Highland Park, Michigan 
May 1. 1956 

Mrs. Irene Werner 
Peoria, Illinois 
October 6, 1955 

Mrs. Harriette Moulton 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
November, 1956 

Miss Fanny Day Exum 
Vaughn, Mississippi 
November 24, 1956 

Mrs. Eva Morgan 
Charleston, South Carolina 
December 3, 1956 

Mr. Frank P. Jones 
Nenana, Alaska 
December 4, 1956 

Mrs. Clarice Blair 
Los Angeles, California 
December 6, 1956 

Miss Rose Immerman 
Chicago, Illinois 
December 6, 1956 

Mrs. Elizabeth Bjornsen 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
December 8, 1956 

Mr. Claude K. Winans 
Fort Smith, Arkansas 
December 8, 1956 

Miss Elizabeth Hay 
Corvallis, Oregon 
December 10, 1956 

San Jose: Mrs. Adrienne Reeves, 240 N. 15th st. 
Kansas City: Mrs. Jeanne Laite, 1533 Lexington Ct., z. 10 

Wisconsin 
California (Southern) 

Glendale: Mrs. Garnette Whitefield, 315 W. Lomita Ave., Apt. 
217, z. 4 

Colorado 
Colorado Springs: Mrs. Gladys Roberts, 915 N. Hancock 

Hawaii 
Maui: Mrs. Mable J. Van Valkenburg, Kihei, Maui 

Illinois (Northern) 
Elmhurst: Mrs. Lois Whitaker, 375 N. York St. 

nlinoi. (Southern) 
Quincy: Mrs. Eunice I. Hanna walt, 524 Spring St. 

Green Bay: Miss Florence Delaney, 338 S. Adams, Street 

BAHA'i SUM'MER ScHOOL PROGRAM COMMITTEES 

Davison School Program Committee 
Mrs. Lois Nochman, Secretary. 
532 Western Avenue, Inkster, Michigan 

Green Acre Institute Program Committee 
Mr. Kenneth Kalantar (added to replace Mr. Roy Mottahedeh, 
who cannot serve) 

AREA T>lACHING COMMITrEE 

North Atlantic State. 
Mrs. Mary Jane Bramel (added) 

BAHA'i NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 

Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies of 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1956-57: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Miss 
Charlotte Linfoot, Mr. Richard C. Thomas. 

Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, lllinois, U.S.A. 
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"'lie Most ImportDnt 01 All "'ings" 

"In these days, the most impor· 
tan t of all things is the guidance of 
the nations and peoples of the world." 

Under the direction of our beloved 
Guardian, the Baha. 'is of all con
tinents are engaged in a World Cru
sade to carry out this instruction, 
rev~aled in the Will and Testament 
of 'Abdu'I-Baha_ Through the dis
persal of pioneers and the transla
tion of the Teachings in many lan
guages, the Message of Baha'u'IHili 
has now reached almost every nation 
and dependency and peoples of many 
different tongues_ 

Young Baha'is, and indeed even 
thos~ who have been members of 
the American Baha'i community for 
the past twenty yea rs, wishing to 
understand better why the believers 
of America are called upon to play 

a "preponderating role H in carrying 
out this instruction of 'Abdu'l-Baha 
as well as the various stages by 
which we have arrived at this partic
ular phas~ in the spread of the Faith, 
will find an excellent source for this 
background in the compilation AmeT
ica's God-Given Mission. It is a good 
follow-up to the study of the book
lets, The Power of the Covenant 
and The Charter oj Divine Civiliza
tion, and it lends itself well to either 
group or individual study. 

In the first chapter the quotations 
explain the significance of the Baha'i 
cycle which inaugurates the unfold
ment of "the grand redemptive 
sch~me of God," through the Reve
lation of Baha'u'llah, "The Glory of 
God," and the unique mission of 
'Abdu'l.Baha, the Master "Architect 

of His World Order." They move 
quickly to the quotations from God 
Passes By which define the destiny 
of America in the establishment of 
the Kingdom of God on earth. 

The quotations in the second chap
ter give a brief and moving sum
mary of the beginning of the Fai!b 
in America, the first teachers, the 
first pilgrims, the visit of 'Abdu'l
Baha, and the steps !be Faith passed 
through in America while the founda· 
tion was being laid for the teaching 
campaigns that were soon to carry 
the Faith to all countries and peo
ples of the earth. 

The third chapter gives a brief 
review of the goals and achieve
ments of the First and Second Seven
Year Plans, which were trials of 
strength and preparation for the 

Two views of the Baha'i International Archives Building on Mi. Carmel, Haifa, sho-wing progress in construction. 
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great global crusade. There are ref
erences also to the events that have 
been taking place in the outside 
world in the fulfillment of the an
cient prophecies about "the time of 
the end" and the preparation of the 
world for the coming of the Kingdom 
of God. 

The compilation closes with the 
international events in the Baha'i 
world that immediately preceded the 
launching of the World Crusade in 
Chicago on May 1, 1953: the Cen
tenary of the Martyrdom of the BiLb, 
the inauguration of the African cam
paign, the formation of the Inter
national Baha'i Council, the appoint
ment of the Hands of the Cause of 
God, and the announcement of "the 
great Jubilee." 

With an understanding of this back
ground, the subsequent messages of 
the Guardi an directing the World 
Crusade and announcing its progress 
become more meaningful and ex
citing for all believers, and enable 
them to explain to friends and con
tacts the swift-moving expansion of 
the Faith throughout the world. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSlJMBLY 

TRANSLATIONS 
NEAR COMPLETION 

Of the 91 languages into which 
Baha'i literature was to be trans
lated during the World Crusade, the 
Guardian assigned responsibility for 
twenty to the Baha'is of the United 
States-ten in Europe and ten in the 
Americas. 

All the European translations ex
cept Lapp have been completed. 
Thus far it has been impossible to 

find a translator either in Europe or 
America for this language. 

Of the ten American languages, it 
became necessary to secure the 
Guardian's permission to make sub
stitutions for seven, for the reason 
that these were completely extinct 
or peoples and translators who knew 
the langu ages could not be found. 

The three languages which were 
not changed were American Indian 
languages or dialects-Blackfoot, 
Cherokee, and Iroquois, all of which 
have been translated and printed 
through the cooperation of the Amer
ican Indian Service Committees of 
the United States and of Canada. 

In addition, introductory pam
phlets have been translated and 
printed in Navajo and Mohawk. The 
final checking of the translation of 
a pamphlet in Oneida is being com~ 
pleted. Thus six instead of three 
American Indian tribes now have 
Baha'i literature in their languages. 

In Latin America, pamphlets have 
been published in Quecha, Guarani, 
Nahuatl. and Maya Quiche; one in 
Aymara is ready for printing. No 
translators have yet been found for 
remaining two - Nongre, and Arau
cano. 

The World Crusade list included 
only one translation for the islands 
that constitute the Trust Territory of 
the United States in the Pacific. This 
was Kusaie, which has been com· 
oleted and printed by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Australia and 
New Zealand. However, with the help 
of native people, an introductory 
pamphlet is now being translated 
into Trukese. A few quotations from 
the Sacred Writings have also been 
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Haziratu'l-Quds of Oslo, purchased Janu. 
ary 5, 1956, and located at Nesioppen 
27. Alvos, Baerum, pr., Oslo, Norway. 
The dedication ceremonjes took place on 

Februa,ry 6. 1957. 

translated into Ponapaean and Cha
morro. the latter being the language 
of the natives of Guam. 

Thus the beautiful words of Bah"
'u'IIa.h, "Blessed is the spot ... H 

are now known and loved by peoples 
in even the most remote places, 
whether they are written: "Bendisi 
y logot, y gima, y suid ... II for 
the Chamorros, or "Ak mutal ye an 
sisrik se inge, a city se inge . . . " 
for the Kusaiens 01 the Micronesian 
Islands, or '~Kom kupure wasat, rm 
wet wasat kiset, 0 kan im . . ." 
for the Ponapaeans, or "Bik'i
hojidliigo haz';, lahgo, 'inda dahoog· 
hangoo dO~ dabinaagoo . . ." for 
th-e Navajo Indians of the Southwest. 

From information available in the 
Administrative Headquarters of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States, it appears that of the 
languages list-ed for the World Cru
sade, 23 of the 41 for Asian peoples 
have been translated, and 11 of the 
31 African languages have been 
completed. 

In addition 23 other African and 
Asiatic languages not a part of the 
Crusade have been translated, bring
ing the known translations since the 
opening of the Crusade to at least 
77. Thus another important goal of 
the World Crusade is nearing com
pletion, and may even be exceeded 
by the end of this Baha'i year. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

SCHOOLS OF 3 CITIES 
RECOGNIZE HOLY DAYS 

The public schools of Danbury, 
Conn., the Novato School District of 
San Rafael, Calif., and San Jose, 
Calif., have given permission for 
Baha'i children to be absent on Baha'i 
Holy Days. This brings to 36 the 
number of cities or states which 
recognize the Holy Days. 

In San Jose, permission was also 
given for Baha'i children to have 
one hour each week for religious 
education in the Baha'i Faith, out
side the school. This is an application 
of the local Religious Education in 
the Schools program. 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL ASSEMBLY 

-
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"Serv;ee H;']hly Meritorious" 

Grieved passing (your) dear 
mother. Her services highly merito
rious. Assure fervent prayers (for) 
progress (of her) soul (in) Kingdom. 

(signed) SHOGm 

The above cablegram was sent by 
the Guardian to Mr. Wilfrid Barton 
after the passing of his mother. Mrs. 
Mary Barton. It was received Jan
uary 26, 1957. 

-N ATlON AL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Asia 

100 ATTEND INSPIRING 

KWANGJU CONFERENCE 

A Baha'i Winter Conference was 
held at Kwangju1 Korea, on Decem
ber 26 to 30, 1956. The following ac
count of this memorable meeting has 
been written by the pioneer there. 

The Conference was scheduled to 
begin the day after Christmas and 
run for five days, but with the ar
rival of Bill Smits and Huh Hong 
from Seoul on the 24th, the "teach
ing" aspect of the conference really 
began. 

On the 25th of December John Mc
Henry from Yokohama and the two 
Baha'is from Mokpo arrived, accel
erating the power of the Conference. 
It was not really to ebb until about 
20 people journeyed the five miles to 
the railroad station to say goodbye 
to Phil Marangella, Smits, and 
McHenry. 

On Wednesday, December 26th, 
the program formally began with 
welcomes and introductions of guests 
and local Baha'is. The daily program 
was arranged so that only one lec
ture in the morning followed the 
daily devotions. 

In the afternoon three classes were 
conducted simultaneously; one was 
for adults who had almost finished 
the Ten-Lesson Study Course; one 
was for students studying the same 

Endowment land at Pangiriwa tte. Mlr1-
balla) Nugegoda. Colombo, Ceylon. 

book; and one was a class exclusive
ly for Bahatis. 

This latter class covered "Funda
mental Verities of the Faith"- an 
outline from the Dispensatton. of 
Bahci'u'llah prepared by the Japan 
Teaching Committee. The Baha'is 
also discussed recent letters from 
the Guardian; this was led by John 
McHenry. 

The evening sessions were ar
ranged as follows: a showing of 
colored slides. a public meeting for 
students, a public meeting for adults, 
and an evening with the Baha'is. On 
Sunday, December 30, the Feast 
Committee of Kwangju was host for 
the largest Feast ever held in this 
city. 

The previous two conferences here 
in Kwangju were criticized as being 
too full; this time the program was 
greatly sheared to allow time for 
more intimate contacts among the 
Baha'is. Recreation time was sched· 
uled from 1:30 to 3:00, with Scrabble 
being the favorite game. On Satur
day a $64 quiz program was held, 
with candy replacing dollars. Also, 
the losers had to sing, the result 
being that rio one tried very hard to 
win. Even winners were penalized, 
and to everyone's delight had to find 
a partner for a duet. 

On the last day, Sunday, an after· 
noon reception for ladies was plan
ned. The afternoon got started off 
gaily with some of the ladies doing 
ancient interpretive dancing. Then a 
round of singing ensued, the high
light being an almost-professional 
duet of "0 Solo Mio" by Mrs. Pak, 

l 

wife of a university president, and 
Phil Marangella. 

The program changed key with 
stories of outstanding Baha'i women. 
This part of the program was cut 
short by the ladies asking deep theo
logical questions about the Faith. 

The guests for this program in
cluded many high school and college 
girls, and the Kwangju Chapter of 
the Ewa Women's University Alumni 
As soci a tion. 

"One Continuous Session" 
In looking back over the crowded 

events of this conference, we cannot 
say which was the highlight, or 
which part was the most stimulating. 
It can be truly said that this con
ference was not a series of meet
ings; rather it was one continuous 
session with occasional times out for 
sleeping. 

There was the Feast in which 
prayers were read in six languages, 
and which was so unifying that cur
few almost caught people away from 
home. Ther'e was the Baha'i night in 
which Phil discussed the "Valley of 
Search." There was the reception? 
the lectures, the classes; or maybe 
it was the free time sandwiched in 
between all of these. 

Not one of the more than 100 peo
ple who attended some or all of the 
conference could have left without a 
boost in spiritual joy, in understand
ing, and in awareness of that Baha'i 
love which alone can unite this 
planet. 

Each of the three conferences held 
here has had a different emphasis, 
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a different spirit. The first one a 
year ago concentrated upon basic 
teachings; the one last summer, with 
two Persians as guests, concentrated 
upon history. 

An outsider listening from around 
the corner would have said that this 
one concentrated upon singing. Even 
John McHenry, who at first pro
tested that he could not sing, joined 
everyone in the many song fests. Bill 
Smits woke up singing. Phil Maran
gella almost learned a Korean song 
to add to his vast repertoire, and we 
in Kwangju all had a chance to ex
ercise our vocal chords. But the sing
ing was, after ali, only symbolic. 

The last night of the conference, at 
the Feast of Honor, every heart 
united to send our beloved Guardian 
the following cable: 

"Representatives Nishinomiya Yo· 
kohoma Seoul Mokpo Hwasoon 
Kwangju Baha'i Teaching Confer
ence send warmest love." 

-WILLIAM H. MAXWELL 

STUDY COURSE PREPARES 
JAPANESE FOR CONVENTION 

The Baha'is of Japan are engaged 
in an intensive two months' study 
program aimed at prep.aring them· 
selves for participation in the Con· 
vention and the formation of the first 
National Spiritual Assembly in the 
North East Pacific during Ri~van 
1957. The program consists of the fol
lowing subjects: 

1. Japan's Place in the Divine 
Plan: The Global Crusade-what it 
is; the future world civilization; 
Japan's role; formation of National 
Assemblies throughout the world. 

2. The Responsibility of Being a 
Baha'i: The application of Baha· 
'u'Uah's Teachings to the life of the 
individual whether in 1he West or the 
East; teaching the Cause; the 
Guardian's Messages of July 19, 
1957. 

'S. "The Power of the Covenant;" 
study of the Will and Testament of 
'Abdu'I-Bahii. 

4. The National Spiritual Assem· 
bly: Its place in the Administrative 
Order; its responsibilities; how 
elected. 

5. The Application of Administra
tive Procedures: Practice of holding 
a National Convention; practice 
of electing a National Spiritual 
Assembly. 
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Baha'i Winter Conference at KwangJ •• Korea. held December 26 
10 30, 1956. 

References used in the course in· 
elude: Messages from the Guardian"; 
Tablets of 'Abdu'l-Baha to America 
and to Japan; The Advent of Divine 
Justice; The Win and Testament of 
CAbdu.'!·Baha; The Covenant and Ad· 
ministration Compilation, and the 
Guardian's Statistical Survey-The 
Baha'i Faith. 

The National Convention will be 
held in Tokyo on April 27, 28, and 
29, following a one.day teaching con· 
ference on April 26. The nineteen 
delegates were elected on December 
2, 1956, by the Baha'i communities 
in Japan, Korea, Formosa, and Hong 
Kong. 

-ASIA TEACHING COMMITrEE 

Western Hemisphere 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
PIONEER OPENINGS IN 
ALASKA, LATIN AMERICA 

The Western Hemisphere Teaching 
Committee submits the following re
port on pioneer opportunities in 
Alaska and Latin America: 

Alaska 
From time to time the Western 

Hemisphere Teaching Committee re
ceives information from the be
lievers in Alaska relative to employ. 
ment opportunities, which we wish 
to share with you through the BARAJi: 
NEWS, hoping to encourage as many 
believers as possible, who can be 
spared from the Home Front, to pio. 
neer in Alaska. 

This is the year of the election of 
the first Alaskan National Spiritual 
Assembly, and excitement is in the 
air throughout all Alaska! The fol
lowing letter from Ann Ashen in 
JlUleau speaks for itself: 

"For some time I have wanted to 
write you to _ . _ make a plea for 
assistance for others to be encour
aged to come here to help us to form 
our assembly. There is a crying need 
for stenographers here and a number 
of government agencies always in 
search of office personnel. Jobs are 
easy to find and pay is quite good. 
We will welcome anyone you can 
persuade to come here. We Baha'is 
will give them all the assistance in 
finding employment and a place to 
stay_ We are four active and one 
inactive-and must have our assem
bly by April. We hope most sincerely 
that you will be able to find someone 
to join us"" 

Latin America 

In one of the Tablets of the Divine 
Plan, 'Abdu'I-Baha wrote: "You 
must give great importance to teach
ing the Indians, i. e., the aborigines 
of America. For these souls are like 
the ancient inhabitants of Peninsular 
Arabia, who previous to the Mani· 
festation of His Holiness Mul).ammed 
were treated as savages. But when 
the MuI:tammedic light shone forth 
in their midst, they became so il
lumined that they brightened the 
world. Likewise t should these Indians 
and aborigines be educated and ob-
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Balla'i communi1.y of Da.v1d. RepubUc of Pana.ma, which elected 
one of the new local Spiritual Assemblies of Central America last 

April. 

tain guidance, there is no doubt that 
through the divine teachings they 
will become so enlightened a s in turn 
to shed light to all regions." 

This native race of the Western 
Hemisphere inhabits lands all the 
way from Alaska to Tierra del 
Fuego, at the tip of South America. 
There are about 300,000 in the United 
States, but they are numbered in the 
millions in Latin America, In two 01 
the American Republics, Guatemala 
and Bolivia, they form the majority 
of the population. So fa r, not only 
have they met oppression by the 
"white man," but also in only a few 
places has there been any effort by 
the Baha'is to carry out the Master' s 
mandate. But a start has been made, 
notably at the Bah3.'i Indian Institnte 
in Guatemala; there are now Indian 
believers in Alaska, Bolivia, Brazil. 
Mexico and Peru. In the January 
issue of BAHA'i NEWS, a picture was 
published of the first two Bolivian 
Indian Baha'is. Here is an account 
of the meeting of a North Am erican 
traveler with these brothers in the 
Cause. 

"You can imagine my thrill when 
told I was to meet two Indian 
Baha'is, newly enrolled, for every· 
where I had seen Indians. in their 
colorful costumes-in the cities, in 
the markets toiling under their bur· 
dens over the mountain roads-and 
had been longing for the time when 
the message wou!d be brought to 
these people. 

IIWhen our two brothers, dressed 
in their native clothes, joined us-

Baha'is of North and South America 
-how truly Baha'i was the meeting. 
The elder of these brothers, the 
'mayor' of his ~estancia', told us of 
his search for, and final finding of, 
the Truth. Standing, with the dignity 
of a king, he told how he had been 
searching for years and years; how 
he had looked at the sky and the 
stars, the mountains and the miles 
of the Bolivian Altiplano, and had 
thought there must be only one God 
and one Creator; how he had thought 
it was wrong to worship ~stones'; 
how he had gone into Church and 
again felt it wrong to worship 'idols'; 
how he had investigated the Prot
estant Missions, still unsatisfied; 
how he had been persecuted by the 
authorities in his search; and how. 
when walking the streets of the Cap
ital, La Paz, he had seen the Baha'i 
Center, with its sign inviting inquiry, 
and had knocked at the door for in
formation. (This was a distinctive 
act, for, as in many of these coun
tries, there is great prejudice and a 
strong line of demarkation in Ba
li via, where the Indi an wa s a serf 
until only a few years ago.) 

"Andres, for that is his name, told 
of his great happiness in at last en
countering the ~word of God'. of his 
determination to take it to his people, 
and of his hope that the 'law of 
God' would be brought to all the 
Indians of the world and that all 
human beings would unite and obey 
God and find peace. He said that 
many Indians have been searching 
for years and years for the 'word 
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of God', and that there has been_no 
one to teach them; that they do not 
like war and killing and quarrels, 
they do not like 'drunken fiestas'; 
that they are searching for liberty, 
justice, education, peace, and for 
love between men; that for centuries 
they have been oppressed and that 
up until today they have not encoun
tered the truth. 

"Next day, before leaving to take 
the message back to his people, 
Andres and Carmelo, his brother, 
gathered a group of Indians from 
various parts of Bolivia, to hear this 
new message, Each in the costume 
of his own locality, men and women, 
and suckling babies, gathered under 
the tree in the garden of the Seton 
Smiths, pioneers to Bolivia I to hear 
Andres translate into their native 
Quechua. How sweet and Simple they 
werel And what radiance shown in 
their faces when they heard the 
prayers1" 

With the millions of Indians in 
Latin America, most of them living 
about the same life they led when 
the Conquistadores first landed, it is 
significant that the Master placed 
the paragraph with which this article 
opens, in the midst of His list of the 
lands of the Americas in which we 
are to promulgate the Cause of 
Baha'u'IIilh. 

Anyone who is interested in pio
neering among the Indians of South 
or Central America may write for in
formation to: Mrs. Katherine Mc
Laughlin, Secretary, Western Hem
isphere Teaching Comm., 73 College 
Road West, Princeton, N.J. 

Centrlll IIad Ellst AfricII 

NEWSlETIER TELLS OF 

TWO AFRICAN TOURS 
Musa Bananj, Hand of the Cause 

for Africa, has distributed a new is
sue of his informative HNewsletter" 
to the Bahatis of Africa. The follow
ing excerpts are of especial interest 
to all Baha'is: 

"Board Member William Sears re
cently traveled to Zululand, accom· 
panied by our new arrival, Robert 
Quigley. The purpose of the visit 
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Pioneers serving in the SeycheUes Islands. 

was to meet the lonely pioneer there, 
but they soon learned that she was 
not there, as she was spending a few 
days (visiting). 

" 'We decided that the thing to do,' 
writes William Sears, 'would be to 
get a car and go to Zululand the very 
next day ourselves, have a special 
session of prayers on the land, and 
hope that a new spirit would come 
into the work. 

" I In order that we should not lose 
any teaching time, we took two of 
the African believers with us. In 
this way we had three hours of 
teaching on the way over, and three 
on the way back, Mr, Quigley rented 
the car and drove, and I sat and 
taught the boys, It was a th rilling 
trip for all of us, Mr. Quigley join
ing in on the teaching whenever he 
didn't have to duck a giant hole in 
the appalling roads, 

" 'We prayed (all four of us) for 
some time on a high hill overlooking 
the sea and the city. There is a cross 
there to the first martyr among the 
Zulus to believe in Christ. We 
thought the spot significant. We 
pr ayed the Tablet of A\lm ad, t"e 
Tablets of Visitation, and called out 
the Greatest Name in all directions, 
as well as the Remover of Difficul
ties, There was a strong wind blow
ing in from the sea, and it seemed 
to us that it took the prayers from 
our very lips and scattered them 
throughout that lovely land. Then we 
returned (home), continuing our 
deepening sessions on the way 
back.' 

"This little moving story is, I 
know, but one of many similar ex
periences that pioneers and friends 

have in the service of their Beloved 
Faith, When prayer and service join 
forces, the results are overwhelm
ing, This account is a demonstra
tion of the deep conviction the 
friends must have in the power 
of prayer. The work of the Faith 
is, in its final analysis, a spir
itual activity. The great force that 
Baha'u'llah has promised us shall be 
ours only if we dissipate the dark
ness of our own self-importance from 
our hearts, and allow the light of 
humble prayer to shine and guide 
our path-a prayer symbolizing our 
complete dependence upon God, a 
token of our weaknesses and our con
stant need for His aid. When we 
succeed in combining our services 
to Baha'u'lIilh with such a prayerful 
attitude, we are bound to attract to 
ourselves His promised blessings. 

French T ogoland 
"There is also the story of a team 

of three African believers from 
Lome, French Togol&nd, who went 
on a teaching trip to nearby Da
homey to visit members of a Baha'i 
group in Agoue-Adjigo, one of whom 
is a tribal chief. A picturesque de· 
scription of this trip has come to 
hand; it rings with the spirit of 
faith, of dedication, and of a con
sciousness of Baha'i responsibility on 
the part of the rising Baha'i genera
tion in Afrie a. 

"'On Sunday morning our three 
man delegation headed to Agoue
Adjigo to visit the friends there on 
teaching work and deepening, A lit
tle shower stormed the vicinity. and 
we drove away in a misty cloud. The 
ride was loving and beautiful. The 
sea gave plenty cah::h; our main 
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agricultural crop. coconut, gave 
chrysoberyl grandeur to the scene. 

O! 'About 9 a.m. we finally reached 
our destination. We were escorted to 
the king's palace to pay perfunctory 
loyalties. Through friendly conversa. 
hons we learned that the new be
lievers had all gone outside the town 
on pleasure trips. Our informative 
letter was never received, except an 
only one received this morning per 
the courtesy of a bearer, It was 
therefore not possible to meet all 
the friends to participate together in 
our deliberations, 

"'We began our activities with 
opening prayer said in Ewe; "0 God, 
unite the hearts of Thy servants ... n 

Following this the king was taught 
how to direct declarations of indi
vidual believers (filling of forms). 
The king also informed us of his con
tact-campaigns, and hoped that the 
group would reach Assembly status 
before Ri\lvan. Cheers! 

" jThis group has also two French 
literates, of whom the king is one, 
two English and French literates, 
and two illiterates, all quite a nice 
composition of six members. 

"'Our local Assembly fostering 
this group freely gave out the follow
books: Baha'i World Faith, Man One 
Famity, and the Baha'i calendar. 

"'The most orderly procedure 
sprang up with listening ears as 
David Tanyi gave a 55 minute ac
count of the Bab, Baha'u'l1ah, and 
'Abdu'l-Baha, and mainly about the 
world encircling work the Guardian 
has divinely shouldered. 

" IThen the king gave a short but 
impressive address on why he be
came a Baha'i. The seance closed 
with the Prayer for All Nations. Pic
tures were taken and delicious dishes 
were served to round off the occa
sion. When we said goodbye the king 
said, "I am never tired of seeing 
you. It is hard for me you a re part
ing. Always try to increase your vis
its. Never fail to lend us your knowl
edge, and we will also bear your 
burdens abreast with you. Good
bye." , 

"A postscript to this report adds 
'We are glad to report that at our 
visit we attested the declarations of 
four more believers.' 

Letter from Guardia.n 
"To one of our pioneers in the Af

rican campaign our Guardian has 
written recently through his secre-
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tary these illuminating words: 

" , ... Sometimes people strive all 
their lives to render outstanding 
service. Here is the time and oppor
tunity to render historic services; in 
fact the most unique in history, aid
ing in the fulfillment of Daniel's 
prophecies of the Last Day, and the 
1335 days, when men are to be 
blessed by the Glory of the Lord, 
covering the entire globe-which is 
the real goal of the Ten Year 
Crusade . 

•• 'In other words, when we fulfill 
the Ten Year Crusade we will have 
brought into fulfillment Daniel's 
great prophecy of uBlessed is he 
who waits and comes to the 1335 
days." What could be more wonder
ful than taking part in the fulfillment 
of religious prophecy of over 3,000 
years!' " 

SEYCHELLES BAHA'iS 
EXPECT TO WIN GOALS 

Progress of the Faith and hopes 
for the attainment of teaching goals 
in the Seychelles Islands, now under 
the Central and East Africa National 
Assembly, has been related in a re
port from the local Spiritual Assem
bly there: 

At the time of writing this short 
account of the progress of the Faith 
in the Seychelles Archipelago the 
number of adult believers is 26, 
which includes 8 pioneers and 18 lo
cal believers. 

Generally the Seychelles is known 
as a penal colony and thus it might 
give an impression to some that the 
life here must be a difficult one. Far 
from it, there are the loveliest group 
of islands that you can im agine, full 
of scenic beauty. grand panoramic 
views, fine beaches, no dearth of 
anything to eat, no malaria and no 
poisonous insects. Climate is wonder
ful and On top of everything some 
30,000 simple folk iohabit them, 

Some very useful work in the 
teaching field has been done in these 
so-far forlorn islands, which may be 
attributed to the fact that these is
lands. once these were opened to the 
Faith, remained wihout a pioneer 
and some of the pioneers who actual
ly were not destined for this place 
had perforce to stay and do work. 
In fact we are looking forward 
to very good prospects in course of 
time. 

Mahe is the main island of the 
Group and the seat of the Govern-

First local SpiJ'ituaJ Assembly of New Plymouth. New Zealand, 
fOJ'med on April 21, 1956. 

ment. We have an Assembly which 
will get incorporated before the 
close of the year, two isolated cen
ters and one group, while two other 
islands of the Archipelago have one 
believer in each. 

The Local Assembly has a one 
year teaching plan based on the be
loved Guardian's latest instructions 
about priority tasks under the Cru
sade, and we are confident that we 
shall achieve all the objectives laid 
down therein and perhaps something 
more. 

-A. RAHMAN 

Australia, Hew Zealand 

LANGUAGE TRANSLATION 
GOALS NEARLY WON 

Of the 14 language translation 
goals of the National Spiritual As· 
sembly of Australia and New Zea
land under the Ten Year Crusade, 
only three remain to be secured, 
according to the Australian Baha'i 
Bulletin. 

Translations secured and now 
undergoing checking before passed 
for use are Petats and Manus, as 
well as Marquesas. 

Pamphlets already printed and 
available are in Tongan, Samoan, 
Mwala, Lifu, Kusaien, Mentawai, Te
tum, and Pidgin English, as well as 
a reprinted Fijian leaflet. Pamphlets 
undergoing printing are Nuie, Bin
andere, and a second Tetum and a 

second Tongan publication. A dupli_ 
cated issue of Roviana was prepared 
for use in the Solomon Islands. 

Roviana, Tetum, and Pidgin Eng_ 
lish are in addition to goal 
languages. 

MANY YOUTH ATTEND 
YERRINBOOL SCHOOL 

The Twenty-First Annual Baha'; 
Summer School was held at "Bolton 
Place," Yerrinbool, New South 
Wales, from December 26 to Jan
uary 7, 1957. A total of 72 persons 
attended. with about 50 of these 
youth. 

The states of Queensland, New 
South Wales, Victoria. South Austra
lia. and Tasmania were represented. 
We were blessed by having Clara 
Dunn, Hand of the Cause of God, 
with us for the entire period. 

At the school were Inany national
ities of various religious back
grounds, such as Jewish, Christian, 
and Muslim, all mingling and study
ing the Faith of Baha'u'llilh. 

The courses of study were "Islam 
and Progressive Revelation, tt "Spir
itual Laws of the Qurim," "Admin
istration of the Baha'i Faith," and 
"Tfiaching the Baha'i Faith. tt Each 
night there were lectures covl2ring a 
great variety of subjects. 

During spare hours a film evening 
was held, and a picnic and visit to a 
Baha'i home in the local community. 

-MARIEITE G. BOLTON 
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CGnada 
PERSONAL TEACHING 
STRESSED AT TORONTO 

The importance of personal teach
ing as the only means by which the 
home front goals can be achieved, 
was the message of the Canadian 
National Teaching Committee at a 
conference in Toronto on December 
8, Canadian Bana'! News reports. 

The conf-erence was jointly spon
sored by the National Teaching Com· 
mittee and the New Territories' 
Committee. 

A drama, "The Seated Baha'i," 
written and produced by the New 
Territories Committee, was also pre
sented. It portrays the im agined ob· 
stacles that Baha'is find in their way 
when deciding to pioneer. 

Sask.toon Seminar 
A seminar on "The Covenant and 

Administration" and the Will and 
Testament of 'Abdu'I·Baha was given 
by the Saskatoon Assembly on the 
weekend of November 25, with the 
Regina community as guests. It is 
hoped that this seminar will prove 
to be a step toward the establish
ment of an intercommunity teaching 
program between Saskatoon and He· 
gina Baha'is. 

Montreal Broadcasts 
The Baha'; News also reports that 

a Montreal radio station is broad
casting a Baha'i prayer for peace 
every ninth day. 
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Spiritual A~emb1y of the Baha'is of Mlrpur-Khas, PaJdstiD, formed 
April 21, 1956. 

India, P6/eisf6n, Burma 

PAKISTAN BAHA'iS PLAN 

NATIONAL CONVENTION 
Representatives of most of the 10-. 

cal Spiritual Assemblies of Pakistan 
met in Kara~i last autumn to pre· 
pare the ground for the establish
ment of the National Spiritual As
sembly, to be elected during Ri.o;lvan 
1957, the Indian Baha'i News Letter 
reports. 

Also present was Shu'a'u'll3.h 
'Alil'i, Hand of the Cause, who had 
been visiting various cities in the In
dian area following the Jakarta Con-

ference of last August. He was ac
companied by Isfandiar Bakhtiari, 
Chairman of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of India, Pilistan, and 
Burma. 

Mr. 'Al8.'! will represent the Guard
ian at the Pakistan National Conven· 
tion, and the new National Spiritu.al 
Assembly will be formed under his 
supervision. 

MARIANAS OBSERVE 

WORLD RELIGION DAY 

Spiritual Assembly of the Baba.'is Df Rampur (Banaras), India. 
registered August 6, 1956. 

The Baha'is of Agana, Guam, Mar
iana Islands, took advantage of the 
annual observance of World Religion 
Day to hold their second public meet
ing on the Island. Although the at
tendance was small there was wide
spread pUblicity. In addition to a 
large paid advertisement in the 
Guam Daily News there was a news 
item announcing the speaker and the 
theme. Posters were placed in the 
windows of the largest department 
store, a sports goods store and at the 
Civil Service Community Housing. 
The meeting was announced twice a 
day for several days before the meet
ing, as p art of the general an
nouncement of events scheduled to 
take place in Guam. On Sunday 
morning) the day of the meeting, a 
talk on the Faith was given by Mrs. 
Cynthia Olson. The speaker at the 
public meeting was Mr. Edgar Olson 
and Miss Virgjnia Breaks of the Is
land of Truk was his chairman. 
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Germany. AustriCl 

TEACHING TRIP, WINTER 

SCHOOL REPORTED 
Bahd'i NachTichtenJ news organ of 

the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Germany and Austria, has published 
details of a teaching trip by Dr. Her
mann Grossmann, Hand of the 
Cause, to Vienna and the goal cities 
of Austria last autumn. 

Dr. Grossmann reported gratifying 
consolidations and deepening of the 
work. Vienna is continuing its reg
ular teaching and study activities. 
His journey continued to Graz, where 
the untiring work of Edna Johnson 
and Robert Schultheiss has inter
ested an enlarged circle of people. 
Here the work has been strengthened 
by the arrival of iranian friends. 

In Salzburg, next visited by Dr. 
Grossmann, the work is also very 
active. The six friends living there 
are untiringly engaged in deepening 
the interested inquirers in the Faith. 

It was stressed that one thing is 
extremely necessary-that more 
German friends go to Austria. Only 
in that way can the Guardian's wish 
be fulfilled, that three more local 
Spiritual Assemblies, in Graz, Salz-

burg, and Innsbruck. be established 
by Ri<!vim 1957. 

Winter School 

A Youth Winter School was held in 
the Freiburger Swimsport club in 
Titisee/Schwarzwald from Decem· 
ber 27 to January 2, 1957. The site 
of the meeting lies on the south shore 
of a lake. 

The general theme was "Youth in 
Modern Society." with these sub
jects: "Isolation and Community To
day, " Religion and Society," " A New 
Order?", "Our Situation and the 
Baha'i Principles," and "How Do We 
Youth Unlock Religion?" 

Recreation was planned to include 
a trip to a nearby mountain, skiing 
and social gatherings. 

F.ith T aU9ht in School 

A course in "The Denominations 
of Christianity, the Sects, and the 
Baha'i Religion" is being offered in 
the high school in Hannover. The 
secretary of the local Spiritual As
semBly there reports that the refer
ences to the Faith were accurate and 
positive, and that the difficulties the 
Baha'is experienced from the 
churches in acquiring the Eschborn 
Temple site were mentioned. 
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Italy. SwitzerlClad 

TEN-DAY WINTER SCHOOL 
HELD NEAR ST, MORITZ 

During the Italo..swiss Youth Win
ter School of December 22 to Jan
uary 2, 1957, 26 people representing 
nine countries attended the ten-day 
sessions. The school was held in a 
Swiss chalet in a small town near 
St. Moritz, Switzerland. 

Youth came from Ireland, Eng
land, France, Sicily, Denmark, Lich
tenstein, Switzerland, Germany, and 
frim. 

"Some Answered Questions" was 
the subject of the morning class pre
sen ted by Mrs. Florence Bagley. 
During the evening, special subj ects 
such as chapters from Prescription 
for Living, and presentations on 
"Plan for a New World Order," and 
"What's New in the Baha'i Faith" 
were given. German, English, 
French, and Persian were the four 
languages spoken. 

Recreation consisted of skiing, 
skating, sightseeing, dancing, and 
various games and talent shows. On 
New Year's Eve a masquerade 
proved to be lots of fun, bringing 
forth ideas of the youth of several 
nation alities. . 

-CAROL BAGLEY 

Following the fir5~ South-East. Asia Tea.chlng Coaference a.t .Jakarta, Indonesia, August 15-18, 1956, reported In u8ahi'i 
Newsu for October, Hand of the Cause Shu'a'u"Da.h 'Ala'i visited Singa.pore, Colombo. Bombay, Poona, aJld Panchgani. The 
photograph a~ the left shows his arrival at the Rabnalana. Airport at Colo-m.bo, Ceylon. Left 10 right are Mr. L. I. Peraji, Mr. 
~A.l.i.·i, Mr. I. Bakhtiari. Mr. K. SJva.ppJrakasam. and Mr. A. Butt. Mr. Perajl and Mr. Sivapplrakasam are secretary and 
chairman, respecUvely, of the Colombo local Spiritual Assembly; Mr. Bakhtiari and Mr. Butt are chairman and secretary, 
respectively, of the National Spiritual Assembly ot India, paistin, and Burma. The photog-rapb at the right shows Mr. 'Ali" 

addressing a gathering io the Colombo Ha.zkatu'!-Quds on the eve of Ws depar1ure. 
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Early American Baha'is Honor Juliet Thompson 

at Memorial Service in House of Worship 

"Juliet Thompson truly was one 
who loved her Lord." 

This opening remark by Paul E. 
Haney. Hand of the Cause, was the 
keynote of tributes offered in mem
ory of Juliet Thompson at a memo
rial service in Foundation Hall of the 
Baha'i House of Worship on Febru
ary 9, 1957. 

The program had been opened by 
Mr. Haney, serving as chairman, 
with a reading of the Guardian's 
cable, received in Wilmette on De
cember 6, 1956, following Juliet 
Thompson's passing on December 4: 

HDeplore loss much-loved, greatly 
admired Juliet Thompson, outstand
ing, exemplary handmaid (of) 'Ab· 
dU'I-Baha. Over half-century record 
of manifold, meritorious services, 
embracing concluding years (of) 
Heroic, (and) opening decades (of) 
Formative Age (of) Baha'i Dispen
sation, won her enviable position (in) 
glorious company (of) triumphant 
disciples (of) beloved Master Abha 
Kingdom. Advise hold memorial 
gathering (in) Ma~riqu'I.A<llikitr 
pay befitting tribute (to the) imper
ishable memory (of) one so wholly 
consecrated (to) Faith (of) Baha'u'
llah, (and) fired (with) such consum
ing devotion (to) Center (of) His 
Covenant. ,. 

-SHoom 

Following the reading by Borrah 
Kavelin of Baha'u'llah's Prayer 
Frm'P1- the sweet-scented streams of 
Thine eternity give me to drink, 0 
my God ... , the chairman explained 
that the National Spiritual Assembly, 
in planning this memorial service, 
had asked several of the early Amer
ican believers, who had shared Juliet 
Thompson's period of service to the 
Faith, to contribute comments on 
their remembrance of her. 

Charles Mason Remey. Hand of 
the Cause, unable to attend the me-
morial service, wrote a letter eulo
gizing her service in propagating the 
Baha'i Cause that covered a period 
of over 55 years. It was read to the 
gathering by Miss Edna True. 

"I first heard the name Juliet 
Thompson in Washington in the mid-

dIe 1890's," Mr. Remey wrote, "when 
she, a young girl in her early 20's, 
was already known as a portrait art· 
ist. Her work had a very pleasing, 
flower-like, and ephemeral quality 
that attracted one's attention. 

HJuliet Thompson, however, was 
but the name of a young artist to 
me until I first met her in Paris in 
tOOl. This was in the house of Mrs. 
Barney, at a meeing where Mirza 
Abu'l Fa91, the Baha'i savant, was 
giving lessons to the groups of very
early-in-the-Faith believers. Then it 
was I learned that Juliet had been 
a believer for several months, hav
ing heard the Message in Washington 
shortly before coming to Paris, with 
her mother and brother, to spend a 
season or more in her studies in Art. 

"It was in 1904, 1905, and 1906, in 
New York, that I next met Juliet, 
where her studio in the National Arts 
Club in Grammercy Square was one 
of the centers of Baha'i meetings in 
the city. 

"Juliet's contribution to the Cause 
was her great love for, and devotion 
to, the Master, 'Abdu'l-Baha. Her 
spirit of enthusiasm for the Faith 
was soul-warming and contagious, 
and people were attracted to the 
Cause by Juliet and joined the ex
panding numbers of the Faith. 

"Juliet's chief art contribution to 
the Baha'i Faith," Mr. Remey's eu
logy continued, "was her portrait of 
the Master, done in pastels during 
His visit to this country. 

"At the time of the Master's visit 
to America, Juliet was particularly 
active in the Cause. It was through 
her effort, that the Rector of the 
Church of the Ascension in New York 
received the Master at a Sunday eve
ning service in his church, seating 
the Master in the Bishop's Chair 
beside the altar in the sanctuary of 
the chancel. Here it was that the 
Master answered many questions 
about the teachings of Baha'u'llah 
that were asked by people in the 
congregation. 

"Juliet Thompson did not lose the 
vision of the Baha'i promise of peace, 
even in the midst of World War I. 
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In those days it was dangerous to 
say anything about world peace. 
Reprehensible as was this subject, 
particularly in Washington in those 
days, Juliet didn't lose any opportu
nities to voice the Baha'i teachings 
upon this subject. Often she was mis
understood and even threatened. but 
she never capitulated in her stand. 

U After years of service amongst 
the Baha'IS of New York, not long 
after our beloved Guardian had sent 
the first Baha'i pioneer teachers into 
the Latin American cOWltries, Juliet 
spent over a year teaching in 
Mexico. 

"During her many services to the 
Cause, Juliet made two pilgrimages 
to the sacred Baha'i Shrines in the 
Holy Land. 

"During the later years of her life 
she was quite invalided in New York. 
Nevertheless, wherever she was, 
there was a center around which 
Baha'i thought and activity re
volved ... 

After Mr. Berney's remarks, 
Charles Wolcott read three selections 
from The Hidden Words oj Baha',,'
H<ih. Mr. Haney thea presented a 
commendation of Juliet Thompson 
by one who had intimate knowledge 
of her, Mrs. Mariam Haney. 

·'Who among us can understand 
the character of Juliet? I" Mrs. 
Haney wrote. "She was much more 
the heart type than the intellectual 
type, and yet she was at times so 
brilliant she could cope with the 
scholars she knew, and in teaching 
the Baha'i Faith she become a spir
itual scholar and answered sucess
fully the deepest questions." 

After reviewing Juliet Thompson's 
art studies in Paris and her meet
ings with many of the early Baha'is, 
Mrs. Haney stated, "Later Juliet 
met Mr, Thomas Breakwell, the first 
English Baha'i, (who) gave her Go
bineau's description in French of 
The Martyrdom oj the B<ib, and this 
completely confirmed her. 

UThat which amazed me in those 
extremely happy spiritual days was 
Juliet's capacity to accept the Teach
ings instantly. There can be no doubt 
that she was of the 'called and cho
sen,' and the Master said, "The cho
sen have heard and understood the 
Call from the Divine Assembly.' 

"From the beginning of Juliet's 
complete acceptance of the Faith, 
she wanted to serve the Baha'i Cause, 
and from the start of a small meedng 
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in her studios, this effort continued 
to grow for years; here she spread 
the Message among her extensive 
contacts with non-Baha'is, and also 
always had a weekly meeting for 
Baha'is only, She had read in the 
Tablets of 'Abdul'-Baha, 'If thou art 
seeking a heavenly palace, make 
thy house the gathering place of 
the friends of God.' " 

In recalling 'Abdul 'Baha I s visit 
to New York 10 1912, Mrs. Haney 
related, "Juliet followed the Master 
everywhere; she attended all the 
meetings in New York, as wen as 
the meetings in Brooklyn and New 
Jersey, and the Master graciously 
addressed a meeting she had ar
ranged for Him in her studio. Several 
times He called her to walk with 
Him on Riverside Drive, with Vali
yu'llilh Varqa as interpreter. 

"Juliet was greatly confirmed in 
keeping a complete diary of the tre~ 
mendous events transpiring during 
the Master's visit in and around New 
York. The story of the great events 
taking place day by day, recorded 
in this diary. have been preserved. 
It has an unusual sweetness, spiritu
ality, and heart appeal. 

·'Once again a faithful early Amer
ican believer has left this earthly 
world of service, but 'Gad loves the 
believers, conseq uen tly He will de
liver them from darlmess and bring 
them 1oto the World of Light'," Mrs. 
Haney's -eulogy concluded. 

A reading of the words of Bahft'u'
llab from the Gleanings by Dr. Kath· 
erine True followed, and then Mr. 
Haney turned to a message from 
another early and distinguished be
liever asked to contribute to this 
memorial service, Mme. Laura 
Dreyfus-Barney. 

Writing from Paris, Mme. Drey
fus-Barney stated, 10 part, "My 
mother had invited Juliet to study 
pa1ot1og in Paris around 1898. This 
is when and where we became life
long friends. Often we spoke together 
of religion and art. She was open
m10ded and bighearted. She accepted 
the Message as naturally as a swal
low takes to the air. Her radiant 
belief never faltered or diminished. 

jjLater on, others gave her Baha'i 
teachings. The s~mmer the Master 
was in Thonon-Ies-bains, Juliet 
Thompson was one of the privileged 
ones who came to see Him there. I 
recall a long drive when we were 
seated with Him in a landau. During 

the drive He had the horses stopped 
before a waterfall. He spoke quietly 
of the harmony of nature and of the 
interdependence of all creation. Ju
liet listened eagerly and never for
got. " 

Following Mr. Haney's reading of 
Mme. Dreyfus-Barney's letter, Hor
ace HoBey, Hand of the Cause, arose 
to pay his tribute to Juliet Thompson. 

He first quoted from a clipping of 
Juliet Thompson's obituary, pub
lished in a New York newspaper, 
stating that she was a portrait 
painter, having done "portraits of 
Woodrow Wilson, Mrs. Calvin Coo
lidge, and 'Abdu'I.Bahil, son of Baha· 
'u'llah, Founder of the Baha'i 
Faith." "Even in leaving this earth." 
Mr. Holley remarked, "Juliet Thomp
son served the Faith. to 

Referring to Mme. Dreyfus-Bar· 
ney's leiter, Mr. Holley stated that 
he had reached Thonon one week 
after Juliet Thompson's departure. 
"From the friends I learned of the 
great bounty I had lost by missing 
her," he said. 

Mr. Holley recalled his first visit 
to Juliet Thompson's weekly Baha'i 
class at 48 West 10th St., New York 
City. where she had a studio on the 
top floor of the building. "That eve
ning there was such an overflow 
crowd that I could not only not get 
into her studio, I couldn't even get 
to the boltom step of the flight of 
stairs on the floor below!" 

Describing his memories of later 
visits to her class, Mr. Holley pic
tured her sitting in the midst of some 
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of her finished and Wlfinished por
traits, with a volume of the Baha'i 
teachings on her lap. She always 
read from the Master's Tablets, and 
he recalled the great influence ra
diating from these meetings. 

In speaking of Juliet Thompson's 
painting of 'Abdu'I~Baha's portrait, 
Mr. Holley emphasized that it was 
at this time, during His visit to New 
York City, that 'Abdu'I·Baha first reo 
vealed His station as the Center of 
the Covenant. 

,j Thus we see Him, as in Juliet 
Thompson's picture, the limelight fig
ure, talking to the New York Baha'is 
about this station as the Center of 
the Covenant. Here is 'Abdu'l-Baha. 
endowed with power greater than 
the negative forces of war, Who came 
to New York to establish a com· 
munity which would br10g about the 
spread of the Faith throughout the 
world. " 

In closing, Mr. Holley directed at
tention to Juliet Thompson's pam
phlet, 'Abdu'l-Baha, Center 01 the 
Covenant. "In it she has perpetuated 
the sense of the Master, Who has 
lived again in Juliet's love." 

The first and last paragraphs from 
the address given by 'Abdu'I·Baha 
at Juliet Thompson's studio, were 
then read by Miss Charlotte Liofoot, 
from Promulgation of Universal 
Peace, Volume II, page 426. 

The memorial service was fittingly 
closed with the reading of a Baha'i 
prayer by Mrs. Amelia Collins, Hand 
of the Cause. 

Members of the MbmeapoUs, Minn .• Saba'i community wlOl Mrs. 
Gay]e Woolson, member of the AaxUlary Board, during her visit 

there Ia.st swnmer. 
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To proclaim the fundamental 
oneness of retigion 

MARCH 1957 

World Religion Day, 1957 

The eighth annual World Religion 
Day was observed on Sunday, Jan
uary 20, by over 100 Bah& Pi Centers 
in 34 states, including Alaska and 
Hawaii, according to reports re
ceived at the time BAHA'i NEWS goes 
to press. 

These observances were in the 
form of 73 public meetings based on 
the theme "To proclaim the funda
mental onenes s of religion." Many 
used the topic suggested by the 
Baha'i Press Service for this year, 
"One Common Faith: Basis for 
World Peace." The meetings ranged 
from panel discussions on compara
tive religions to direct talks by rep
resentatives of the Hindu, Buddhist, 
Jewish, Sikh, Christian. Muslim, and 
Baba'i faiths. 

In conjunction with these meetings, 
several communities exhibited Holy 
Books of the various revealed re
ligions, showed films, had special 
musical programs, or held fellow
ship gatherings after the meetings. 
Several reported radio broadcasts 
and spot announcements, and tele
vision interviews. 

These observances were held in 
Baha'i Centers, homes of Baha'is, 
public libraries, YMCA and YWCA 
rooms, college campuses, University 
Clubs, Federation of Women's Club.s, 
Girl Scout Headquarters, hotels, 
churches, and our own Baha'i House 
of Worship. 

In recognition of those who cooper· 
ated in using this event to proclaim 
the Faith, communities which have 
reported on their activities to date 
are listed: 

Alaska: Anchorage and vicinity, a 
panel discussion on comparative 
religions, and an exhibit of the Holy 
Books of these faiths 

Hawaii: Kauai, Molokai, and Maui, 
two public meetings and one fireside 
with Bah.a'i speakers, one a pioneer. 

Arizona: Flagstaff, a public meet· 
ing and broadcast over radio station 
KVNA. Phoenix, a public meeting at 
the Phoenix College Club room, and 
t.he film "And They Met in Galilee," 
loaned by Israel Airlines. Prescott, 
a public meeting. Tucson, a public 
meeting at the YWCA, with readings 

from the scriptures of the world's 
great religions. 

Arkansas: Little Rock, a public 
meeting at the Hotel Lafayette, with 
a rabbi, a minister, and a Baha'i 
participating in a panel discussion. 

California: At Berkeley, a public 
meeting at the Berkeley Women's 
City Club, with a musical program. 
Burbank. a public mt:'eting, with a 
special presentation by the Baha'i 
Sunday School and a musical pro
gram. Escondido, with Ramona 
Baha'is participating, held a panel 
discussion by youth from the Los 
Angeles community. There was spe
cial music and a social hour. Fresno, 
a panel discussion at the Hotel Cali· 
fomian by young adults from the Los 
Angeles community. Montel'ey, a 
public meeting with a Baha'i speaker 
held at the Carmel Girl Scout House. 
Monrovia, a meeting at the home of 
a Baha'i. Manhattan Beach, includ· 

ing the South Bay area, held a meet
ing in the home of a local Baha'i, 
which received excellent publicity 
and a four-column picture in th~ 
newspaper. Pasadena, in which the 
Alhambra, Altadena, El Monte, San 
Marmo, Sierra Madre, and Temple 
City communities participated, helfi 
a public meeting at La Casita del 
Arroya. Santa Ana, a public meeting 
at the YMCA in which a minister, 
a rabbi, and a Baha'i participated. 
Santa Clara, a public meeting in the 
library with a minister, a rabbi, and 
Baha'i speakers. San Francisco, a 
public meeting at the Baha'i Center. 
San Diego, a public meeting in the 
First Unitarian Church, at which a 
Methodist minister, a Chinese minis· 
ter of the Community Church, and a 
Baha'i from La Mesa participated. 

Connecticut: Bridgeport, a public 
meeting sponsored by the Baha'is of 
Connecticut. 

This window display for World ReHgloD Day at Webster Grove, Mo., portl-aymK 
the Holy Scriptures of nine known religious dispensa.tions, is representative of many 
public displays placed by BaM'is througbo-ut Ute nation for tbe World BeUgion 

Day observance. 
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Many World Religion Day programs featured speakers representing 
some ot the major world faUhs, to dem'Onstrate the Bahi.'i Pl'fn... 
ciple 01 the fundamental oDeoess of religion. Rochester, N. Y", 
representative of communities using this type of program, pre
sented spokesmen lor the Jewish, Musllm, Hindu. Christian, 

and Baha'i faiths, pictured above. 

Florida: Key West, a public meet
ing at the Baha'i Center. Sf. Peters
burg, a public meeting at Baha'i Cen
ter, with newspaper pUblicity that in
cluded a three-column picture of the 
speakers. 

Idaho: Boise, a public meeting at 
their Center. 

Illinois: Batavia, a public meeting 
at Library Hall with colored slides 
of "Palestine, Land of Many Faiths." 
BeDeville, a public meeting at which 
The Promise of AU Ages by George 
Townshend was reviewed. Elmhurst, 
a public meeting at the Elmhurst 
Youth Center with a Buddhist, a Jew, 
a Christian, and a Bahi.:i. Spring
field, a meeting at the home of a 
Baha'i. Peoria, a public meeting and 
tea at the Center. At the Baha', 
House of Worship in Wilmette, a pub
lic meeting was held, with the com
munities of Wilmette, Evanston, 
Maywood, and Chicago participating. 

Indiana: Fort Wayne, a panel dis
cussion at the Baha'i Center with a 
Jew, a Muslim, a Christian, and 
Baha.'i participating. Indianapolis, a 

public meeting with a Baha'i 
speaker. Lafayette, a public meeting 
publicized with 180 invitational form 
letters, 21 posters, and 510 mailed 
questionnaire cards. 

Iowa: Waterloo, a meeting in the 
home of a Baha'i. 

Kentucky: Louisville, a public 
meeting at the University of Louis
ville. 

Massachusetts! Beverly, a meet
ing at a Baha'i home, with readings 
on the oneness of religion. 

Michigan: Detroit, a public meet
ing at the Veterans' Memorial Build
ing. Muskegon, a public meeting at 
the YWCA. Flint, a public meeting 
at the Federation of Women's Clubs, 
with special music and refresh
ments, and publicized with 25 free 
radio announcements, 11 news items, 
and 12 posters. 

Minnesota: Duluth, a public meet
ing at the Baha'i Center, a radio 
broadcast of the recording, HThe 
Lord of the New Age" over station 
WEBC, and a television interview 
over WDSM-TV. Rochester, a pubJic 

meeting at a Baha'i home. 
Mississippi: Jackson, a public 

meeting at the Bahali Center. 
Missouri: Springfield, a public 

meeting at the YWCA. 
Montana: Butte, a public meeting 

at a Baha'i home. 
Maine: Eliot, a public meeting 

with Baha'is of Eliot, Kittery, York, 
Portsmouth, and Dover participating' 

New Jer'Sey~ Montclair, a public 
meeting at a Baha'i home. Newark, 
a public meeting at the BaM.'! Cen
ter, and a book display in the li
brary. Teaneck, a public meeting at 
the Evergreen Cabin, with special 
music. 

New Mexico: Roswell, a supper in 
a Baha'i home. 

New York: Buffalo, a public meet
ing in the Kenmore YWCA. New 
York City, a public meeting at their 
new Baha'i Center. Rochester, a pub
lic meeting at a hotel, with speakers 
of the Hindu, Muslim, Jewish, Chris
tian, and Baha'i faiths. 

Ohio: Ashland, a public meeting 
at the YMCA. Fostoria, a public 
meeting in a Baha'i home. Toledo, 
a public meeting at the YWCA with 
Muslim and Baha'i speakers. 

Oregon: Eugene, an informal talk 
and discussion at the University of 
Oregon. Salem, a public meeting at 
the YWCA. 

Pennsylvania: Easton, a meeting 
in a Baha'i home. 

Rhode Island: Providence, a pub
lic meeting at the Baha'i Center. 

Texas: Galveston, a public meet
ing in a Saha ti home, featuring a 
talk on the Sikh religion by a spe aker 
from New Delhi, India. 

Vermont: Burlington, a public 
meeting at the University of 
Vermont. 

West Virginia: Charleston, a pub~ 
lie meeting at the Baha'i Center. 

Washington: Everett, a public 
meeting with Baha'is of Everett, 
Lake Stevens, Monroe, and Marys
ville participating. Seattle, a panel 
presentation at the YWCA with a 
Buddhist, a Jew, a Muslim, a Chris
tian, and a Baha'i. Tacoma, a pub
lic meeting at the YWCA, Walla 
Walla, an exhibit at the public li~ 

brary. 
Wisconsin: Kenosha, a public 

meeting at the Baha'i Center. Madi
son, a public meeting at the YMCA 
Building at the University of Wis
consin. Milwaukee. a public meet· 
ing at the Baha'i Center. 

-BAllA 'f PRESS SERVICE 
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CONVENTION HOUSING 
ARRANGEMENTS LISTED 

The Convention Arrangements 
Committee urges the Baha'i dele-
gates and visitors planning to attend 
the Convention to make their hous
ing reservations promptly. Hotel 
reservations should be made direct 
and a deposit must accompany the 
letter. Hotels in Evanston where all 
Baha'is are we1come are: 

E van shire Hotel 
860 Hinman Avenue 
Single, $6.00; Double, $7.50; 
Twin Beds, $9.00. 

Evanston Hotel* 
840 Forest Avenue 
Single, $5.00; Twins, $7.50; 
Double beds, $10.00. 

Georgian Hotel 
422 Davis Street 
Single rooms (depending upon 
size and location), $6.50, 6.75, 
7.00, and 8.00; Twin beds or 
Doubles, $10.25, 10.50, 11.50 and 
13.00. 

Library Plaza Hotel 
1637 Orrington Avenue 
Single, $6.50; Twins, $10.00. 

Orrington Hotel 
1710 Orrington Avenue 
Single, $7.00 to $12.00; Single with 
double bed, $5.00 per person; 
Twins, $8.00 for one person, 
$11.00 for two; Twin double beds, 
$11.00 to $15.00. 

North Shore Hotel •• 
Single, $6.50; Single dou bl e bed 
(two people), $8.00; Same, but 
larger and better location), $7.50 
and $9.00 respectively; Twin 
beds, $9.50 and $10.00. 

*Hotel requires full payment at 
time of reservation, 

44Enclose deposit for one day at 
time of making reservation. Only 

Convention Identification 

All Baha'is planning to attend 
the National Convention, either 
as delegates or visitors, are 
requested to present their iden
tification cards on registration. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSDMBLY 

about 20 vacancies available at time 
of Convention. 

It should be understood that it is 
the responsibility of the Baha'i mak
ing the reservation to remain the en
tire time contracted for, or pay for 
the complete reservation. 

Delegates and visitors wishing ac~ 
commodations in private homes 
should send their request for res
erv a tions to: 

Mrs. Priscilla Hassan 
1244 Maple Avenue 
Wilmette, illinois 

or to 
Mrs. Edna Coleman 
1227 Leon Place 
Evanston, Illinois 

Child care will be provided only 
during daytime sessions, but the ar
rangements do not include care for 
infants or very young children re
quiring individual attention. 

The believers are again requested 
not to bring to the Convention any 
non-Baha'is, for they cannot be ad~ 
mitted to the sessions no matter how 
close to the Faith they may be. The 
Feast of Ric;ivan is the only occassion 
when non-Baha'is will be admitted. 

The Ri9van Feast, always held dur~ 
ing the Convention, will be scheduled 
for Saturday evening, April 27, with 
the program in the Auditorium fol
lowed by the social hour and recep
tion downstairs. 

Believers who are planning to ar~ 
rive a few days early, or to leave 
a few days after the Convention, and 
who will be able to help with various 
details are requested to notify the 
Convention Arrangements Commit
tee as soon as possible: Mrs, Doro
thy Redson, 681 Garland, Winnetka, 
Illinois. 

INQUIRIES PROVE TEMPLE 
THE GREATEST TEACHER 

The following letter from an in
quirer is quoted here to illustrate 
the truth of the statement that the 
Baha'i House of Worship is "the 
greatest teacher" and the fact that 
there are receptive souls everywhere 
waiting for the Baha'is to find them. 
The letter COmes from a town where 
there are no Baha'is, and is typical 
of many similar inquiries that have 
been received in recent months. The 
writer says: 

"My h us band and I visited your 
Temple in the early 1940's and were 
so much impressed. Then we visited 

. , ... -~-, .... ""'. 
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in Colorado the next Summer and 
met some followers of your Faith. 
Now we would like any pamphlets 
or information that you could send 
us about your beliefs, your Temple 
and anything else that would help 
us to understand. We are a class 
trying to study all faiths so that 
there can be greater understanding 
between people. 

"Again may I say that your Tem
ple was one of the outstanding parts 
of our trip to Illinois. If you have 
pictures of it, we would love to have 
them." 

INDIAN RESERVATIONS 
OFFER OPPORTUNITIES 

UGod will assist all those who 
arise. . " 

Macy, Nebraska 
This is a direct appeal to Baha'is 

in the teaching profession to consider 
applying for a position for next year 
in the public school at Macy, Neb., 
on the Omaha Indian reservation. A 
new domestic science and shop fa
cility, as well as more elementary 
classrooms, are being added to the 
present school. 

There is a high school in nearby 
Winnebago which Macy children of 
th at a ge attend, so that there now 
are employment opportunities for 
teachers of aU grades in the Macy 
area. There is no greater need for 
loving Baha'i service than that which 
exists in the little reservation town 
of Macy. 

Crow Agency. Montana 

At Crow Agency, Mont., there are 
positions open for a registered and 
a practical nurse at the hospital, 
which is run by the Public Health 
Service. Many friends for the Faith 
have been wOn by Dr. Fazly Melany, 
who has just concluded a year's con
tract as Medical Officer among 
the Crow and Northern Cheyenne 
Indians. 

Dr. Melany adds his appeal to the 
Committee's for a pioneer to carry 
on the work among the Indians in 
this spot where. as he says, the 
weather is ideal and the people very 
friendly. 

Just before leaving the reserva
tion, Dr. Melany was told by one of 
his good Indian friends, <;1 dreamed 
the Northern Cheyenne tribe are 
building a Baha'1 Temple and I had 
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to get there to be in the Temple the 
first woman from Crow". 

To qualified teachers and nurses 
who cherish the hope of serving the 
Faith among a needy people at this 
critical hour, this appeal is earnest
ly directed. For those who respond, 
the first step is to write to the Amer
ican Indian Service Committee for 
important additional information, 
rather than to make employment ap
plication direct: Nancy Phillips, Sec
Tetary, 736 Encanto Drive, S.E., 
Phoenix, Ariz. 

WOMEN'S CLUBS STRESS 

STUDY OF RELIGIONS 
The General Federation of Wom

en's Clubs in its current two·year 
program is encouraging local wom
en's clubs to undertake the compara
tive study of the history and basic 
te achings of the religions of the world 
as one of its efforts to increase under
standing among peoples at home and 
in oth€r lands. 

One of the books recommended by 
the General Federation of Women!s 
Clubs for use in this study program 
is Truth is One, by Henry James 
Forman and Roland Gammon, in 
which there is an illustrated account 
of the Baha'i Faith. 

In her speech of acceptance of the 
office of president of this organiza
tion last May, Mrs. Robert 1. C. 
Prout, in referring to this particular 
activity in the Federation's program 
said: 

"An avenue of approach to under
standing the cultures and history of 
mankind is through the comparative 
study of the religions of the world ... 
Today, the most literate and edu
cated nation in the world (the United 
States) is suffering from a tragic 
and pathetic illiteracy. . . an ignor
ance of the historical foundations of 
its own religion ... God is the God of 
all mankind, and humanity is made 
up of many peoples and nations-pre
cious in His sight, sharing a com~ 

HawaiI-Wide Teaching Cooference and 
Sble Con1"elllUon. the first attended by 
Baha'is from aU the major islands of 
the Territory J held at Honolulu on De-

cember 1~2J 1956. 

mon humanity answerable to abiding 
values of truth, justice and love ... 
There is a Divine pattern for human
ity and within this pattern there is 
a variation, which individualizes 
each one of us ... The individual
as an individual-may be powerless 
to shape events. The sum of the in~ 
dividuals - organized in high en
deavor - may be potent enough 
through lmowledge to lead the world 
out of the shadow of war into a last
ing peace ... " 

As a result of this emphasis, op
portunities have already been pro
vided for a number of Baha'is in 
various states to provide literature 
and even speakers on the Faith for 
local women's clubs. Thus, another 
fine avenue of teaching has been 
opened to the believers by the Hand 
of God. 

"CHILD'S WAY" PLANS 

NEW FORMAT 

Baha'u'llah's Teachings embody a 
new standard of education with em
phasis on spiritual values which will 
ultimately free mankind from the 
bonds of ignorance and animalism. 
Baha'i children, though scattered and 
few, are being versed in this stand
ard through the efforts of parents 
and teachers dedicated to the high
est calling-the education of children, 
who are the potential new creation 
envisioned by Baha'u'llah. 
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ChHd's Way, the only Baha'; pub
lication in this country prepared es
pecially for teachers and children. 
draws together from all corners of 
the world the small, distant groups 
united in the great goal of unifying 
all mankind, 

The National Child Education Com
mittee has devoted its efforts and 
talents to the task of making all 
communities, groups, and isolated be
lievers aware of the vital importance 
of child education. One of the Com
mittee's goals, the publication of an 
eight-page bulletin, has been 
reached. The new eight-page format 
will appear with the April issue of 
Child's Way. 

Present subscribers who appreciate 
the privilege of receiving Child's 
Way can make the committee's sec
ond goal of 1200 subscriptions pos
sible by promoting this publication 
at Feasts and conferences, and 
through gift subscriptions to friends. 
The attainment of this goal will help 
the National Fund by making Child's 
Way self-sustaining. 

To new subscribers the Editors of
fer all past issues for this year, in~ 
eluding the new eight page April is, 
sue, for $1.00. A further announce
ment about the 1957-1958 series begin· 
ning with June issue will be carried 
in the April bulletin. Mail requests 
for subscriptions to Miss Banu Has
san, 1244 Maple Ave., Wilmette, TIL 

-NATIONAL CHILD EDUCATION 

COM MIT"I'E!" 
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LIBRARY CONTACTS, 

DONATIONS EXPLAINED 
When the World Crusade pioneer~ 

first went to their far assignments, 
the Guardian advised them not to 
publicize their presence, but rather 
to build a firm fouodation of friend
ship and trust in those whom th<'Y 
were to serve. 

This service is also available to 
workers on the Home Front who wish 
to establish a workable contact with 
libraries. Baha'is should be patrons 
of the libraries in their own cities 
or districts, become acquainted with 
their book collections, the librarian 
and staff, and wholeheartedly make 
use of the varied facilities offered. 

Although it may appear slow, it 
lays a firmer foundation for future 
cooperation than does the mOre or 
less propagandist approach When a 
stranger appears out of nowhere to 
donate a book about which the 
librarian too frequently knows 
nothing. 

This year the following book dona
tion record form was sent to all be
lievers who indicated that they 
wished to contribute books to 
libraries: 

"The Baba.'! book(s) was (were) 
placed in (name of library) (address 
of library) by (individual, group, As
sembly) on (date). 

With this definite detailing of in
formation, it is hoped that many of 
the uncertainties and errors former
ly accompanying records of book do
nations will be prevented in the 
future. 

You will note that the statement 
reads Bbooks were PLACED." This 
does not mean that the donor IN
TENDED to place, but that the books 
were ACCEPTED by the library. 

The name and location of the li
brary should be accurately given, as 
there is frequently more than one li
brary or library system in a city or 
county. The name of the donor and 
the date of donation are also impor
tant, as at times the same donations 
have apparently been reported by 
more than one person in a place, or 
the same titles were sent in at dif
ferent times in the same year, or 
in the ensuing year. 

In some cities the believers have 
begun a check-up of Baha'i books in 
the libraries, with the object of re
placing old and inadequate titles 

with new and more attractive and 
accurate editions. 

All such work should be done only 
by thos~ duly appointed for the task, 
and wIth the full under standing 
and cooperation of the library 
authorities. 

Replacements and new donations 
should be made a little at a time, 
rather than in quantity, as it is pro
fessionally easier and more agree
able to catalog and prepare one or 
two books and get them on the 
shelves than to tackle a sizeable col
lection. Librarians are busy people, 

The National Library Service Com
mittee thanks all those who have 
aided this quiet and inconspicuous 
but basic branch of the teach
ing service on the Home Front, and 
it hopes that another year will see 
an upsurge of renewed activity on 
the part of both field workers and 
committee members whoever and 
wherever they may be, 

-NATIONAL l...mRARv 
SmvICE COMMI'I"I'EE 

HUMAN RIGHTS PROGRAM 

FOLLOWED BY TEACHING 

The February BAHA'i NEWS re
ported briefly the program for the 
observance of Human Rights Day in 
which the BaM'i women of Long 
Island, N.Y., were active partici
pants. This further report is given 
here as an illustration of good fol~ 
low-up for a public teaching event. 

Having fouod that the contribu. 
tions of the Baha'is to the Human 
Rights Day program had aroused 
grea t interest in the F ai th, several 
of the Long Island believers con
sulted on how to capitalize on this 
development by providing an op
portunity for those wishing it to 
receive further information. There
fore, a tea was arranged at the 
home of Mrs. Hubert H. Cowan 
in Garden City on January 13 for all 
who wished to come. Approximately 
25 people attended-all non-Baha'is. 

Mr. O. Z. Whitehead, chairman of 
the New York local Spiritual As
sembly, gave a direct talk on the 
Faith. Three days later there was 
further follow-up in the form of a 
ten-minute radio discussion of the 
coming World Religion Day observ
ance, with Mrs, Cowan and Mr. 
Whitehead as the participants. 

Plans for any public presentation 
of the Faith, whether by the Baha'is 

MARCH 1957 

themselves or in cooperation with 
other local groups, should include ar
rangements for prompt follow~up. 
thus providing for some carry-ove; 
of whatever interest in further con
tact with the Faith may have been 
aroused. 

SERVICE FOR BLIND 

APPEALS FOR HELP 
At one time the records of the 

BaM.'! S€rvice for the Blind, listing 
the Baha'is who must read the 
Teachings in Braille were up to date. 
However, since there has been much 
change, and many changes have not 
been reported, the Service for the 
Blind appeals for help from groups, 
Assemblies, and isolated believers in 
correcting these records, 

Please send them the correct 
names and addresses of Baha'is who 
make use of Braille. Address the 
Baha'i Service for the Blind, Mrs. 
Amedee Gibson, Chairman; 842 N. 
Hayworth Ave., Los Angeles 46 
Calif. ' 

The Baha'i Service for the Blind 
wishes to emphasize that they have 
the Wi!! and Testament of 'Abdu'l
Bahti and the Dispensation of Baha'
u'U.dh in Braille, to be used in pre
p aring contacts for enroIImen t in the 
Faith. They invite correspondence on 
other available Braille books, since 
there are many titles which may be 
borrowed by those who find this me
dium necessary, or by those who are 
preparing them for enrollment. 

BAHA'i ESPERANTO 
ACTIVITIES REPORTED 

From Miss Roan U. Orloff, New
ton Center, Mass" has come an in
teresting report of how the Baha'i 
Faith is being promulgated through
out the world through Esperanto. 

Some months ago, Miss Orloff, who 
is a member of the Universal Espe
ranto Association, translated and 
printed the Guardian's statement, 
°The Baha'i Faith, a World Reli~ 
gion," which he prepared in 1947 for 
the United Nations. Miss Orloff sent 
copies to all Bahais who are dele
gates to this Association for distribu
tion among the Esperantists at their 
meetings, 

Copies were sent also to all im-
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portont Esperanto publications for 
review) of which there are approxi
mately thirty-five. The reviews are 
now beginning to appear. The first 
one was in La Norda PTismo in 
Sweden, and the second one ap. 
peared in HeroldD de Esperanto, the 
only Esperanto newspaper in the 
world, 

The reviews state that a copy 01 
the pamphlet would be sent to any
one interested in having it. Requests 
have already been received from 
Belgium, The Netherlands, and Swe
den. 

In the N ovem ber issue of E spe
Tanto Revue Internacia, the official 
organ of the Universal Esperanto 
Association, which has a subscrip
tion-membership all over the world, 
even in the Iron Curtain countries, 
Dr. Tibor Sekelj of Hungary, who 
is traveling in the Orient in the in
terests of the Association, mentions 
two long interviews with Mr. Leroy 
Ioas regarding Esperanto. 

This same magazine carried an 
advertisement paid for by one of 
the Baha'is of Portugal, offering in
formation about the Faith to inter
ested seekers. This is to run for three 
months. At the end of the first month 
22 requests had come from 12 coun~ 
tries, including a request for an 
article about the Faith from the 
American Branch of the Protestant 
Esperanto Le-ague. 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
The World's Great Religicms, which 

appeared serially in Life Magazine, 
has been published in book form. 
While the Baha'i Faith was not in
cluded, there .are two references to it. 

On page 5: "One illustration is 
the recent brutal persecution of the 
Baha'is in fran. It is true, of course, 
that the Baha'i faith emerged in the 
last century as a reform movement 
within Persian Islam, and that it 
thus - insofar as it occurs within 
Persia - represents a refusal to 
submit to compressing the Persian 
populace into one united body of 
Islamic doctrine. But that would not 
justify or explain the ruthless treat
ment of the little Persian portion of 
what has by now become the Baha'i 
world brotherhood seeking peace 
among all races, peoples~ nations 
and sects." 

Page 118: "One offshoot (from 
Shi'ah Islam) the pacifist faith called 
Baha'i, founded in Persia in the mid
Nineteenth Century, is now an inde
pendent religion intermittently per
secuted in the land of its birth." 

Teacher's Letter, a hi-monthly bul
letin issued September through May 
by Arthur C. Croft Publications, 
referred to the Faith in its Christmas 
1956 number .• 'Good guidance is said 
to be based on affection for the child. 
Says a Baha'i dictum: 'All beside 
love is but words.'" 

Children's study group of Compton Judicial District 
Bay .Judicial District, CaUf .• conducted each Sunday 
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Altars Of the East, by Lew Ayers, 
Doubleday, 1956, contains the follow
ing passage on pp. 258-259: "As a 
contributing factor in any movement 
for world peace, the importance of 
such an organization cannot be over
estimated. The aims and principles 
as set forth, are to me, above re
proach. They present a beautiful and 
mature ideal of world fellowship in 
the broadest possible aspect." This 
passage ends a description of the 
author's visit to the Shrine and 
Gardens on Mt. Carmel~ with some 
of the BaM.'i principles stated. 

Chicago Daily Tribune, December 
18, 1956, featured a story on its front 
page about the "Boom In Religion. n 
The Baha'i Temple was illustrated. 

COlumbus, Ohio, Despatch, Decem
ber 12, 1956, presented a two-column 
illustration of the International Ar
chives Building on Mt. Carmel with 
caption: "Baha'i Museum In Israel." 
The picture was credited to Wide 
World Photo, and therefore might 
have been syndicated. 

Herald Statesman, Yonkers, N. Y., 
carried a story about H. B. Kavelin 
in connection with the sale of Ebbets 
Field, Brooklyn, and indicated not 
only his business position but also 
referred to him as a leader in the 
Baha'i World Faith who was to speak 
at the First Unitarian Church in 
Yonkers. 

M e,mo, a newsletter published by 
the American Institute of Architects, 
annOlO1ced in its January 25, 1957, 
issue that "The Fine Arts Medal, 
the highest honor the Institute can 
bestow in the fine arts other than 
architecture, is to be awarded to 
Mark Tobey of Seattle, Wash., for 
distinguished achievement in paint
ing." 

"Missionary Zeal Today in Ups
wing," an article in the Gazette, 
Indiana, Pa., distributed by United 
Press~ announces the date of the 
Baha'i annual State Convention. 

A moving picture film, produced 
and distributed by Encyclopaedia 
Britannica Filins, Inc., on the sub
ject, "Man and His Culture" contains 
a short of the Baha'i House of Wor
ship_ 

Good Housekeeping Magazine, Jan. 
uary, 1957, has a crossword puzzle 
using the word HBaha'L" 
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NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
Four tape-recorded programs 

were broadcast over radio station 
WACE, Springfield, Mass., during 
January. The programs were com· 
posed of direct quotations from the 
writings of Baha'u'llah and 'Abdu'l· 
Baha. 

A weekly children's class pat
terned after the Nineteen Day Feast 
is held on Saturday afternoons at 
the I:Ia~iratu'I-Quds in Anchorage, 
Alaska. The first part of the program 
is for study of the lesson l memory 
verse, and prayers; the second part 
is for consultation on future plans, 
the Fund, and other business; the 
third part is the social, devoted to 
arts, crafts, and refreshments. 

A representative of the San Fran
cisco, CaUl., community was invited 
to speak on the Faith to the Evening 
Alliance, Branch of the National Uni
tarian Alliance, on January 9. The 
members are mostly business and 
professional women. 

The Los Angeles, Calif., Spiritual 
Assembly sponsored an institute on 
January 12 at the Baha'i Center on 
The Power of the Covenant, Spiritual 
Perspectives, and Charter of a Di
vine Civilization. 

A member of the Minneapolis, 
Minn., community was contacted by 
a Methodist missionary to give the 
Baha'i message to the Adult Bible 
Study Group of about 20 people at 
the Aldersgate Methodist Church 
there. Much interest was shown by 
this group, and the Baha'i speaker 
was invited to return at a future 
date. 

F airb auks, Alaska, ha s been pro
moting the Faith with many news
paper articles publicizing their p.ub
lie meetings, with free television time 
on the occasion of visits from Baha'is 
from the States, with purchased ra
dio time for the broadcast of Baha'i 
tape recordings, and with activities 
as an auxiliary member of the Cham
ber of Commerce. 

The Adult Sunday School class of 
the .Methodist Church in Aurora, 
Colo., invited a local Baha'i to pre· 
sent the principles of the Faith at 
a Sunday morning meeting. One 
member of the class borrowed a 
copy of Gleanings from the public 
library, and prepared an introduc
tory statement about Baha'u'llith, on 
which the Baha'i speaker enlarged, 

A regular Sunday morning service 
of the First Unitarian Church in 

FIrst Baha.'j grOllp of Re"ialhllleu, Gua 1;e

mala. wUh the pioneer. Mrs. Louise 
Caswell. 

Yonkers, N.Y., attended by over 150 
persons, presented Borrah Kavelin 
speaking on HThe Baha'i Faith, Path
way to Religious Unity." The pastor 
read a Baha'i prayer and selections 
from Gleanings. 

The chairman of the Fort Wayne, 
Ind., local Spiritual Assembly spoke 
by invitation to an audience of 150 
people at a Methodist Church. One 
of the members of the church later 
served as a member of the panel of 
speakers for the World Religion Day 
observance. 

A Methodist class at Cape Vin
cent, N.Y., asked for literature on 
the Faith, and later wrote a letter 
of appreciation, 

A Persian Baha'i student attend
ing college in Edmond, Okla., spoke 
on the Faith before the Methodist 
Church there. 

Friendships made by a Baha'i in 
Grand Island. Neb., while teaching a 
public speaking class at the YWCA, 
led to the formation of a study group 
to discuss problems of world peace. 
Books on race and the unity of man
kind were discussed, as well as the 
United Nations Declaration of Hll~ 
man Rights. Sources of statements 
on human rights from earlier reli
gions, and from the teachings of Ba
ha'u'llilh were presented. 

The Baha'i group of Santa Monica 
Judicial District, Calif. reports that 
its four members have been conduct
ing Baha'i meetings in the Veterans' 
Administration facility, attended by 
from twelve to twenty people. Three 
new contacts are ready to declare 
their faith. When a student has ad
vanced fa r enough, the group ar
ranges to have him join a study 
class in the Los Angeles Baha'i com-
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munity whel"e he is prepared for 
membership. This is perhaps the 
only Government reservation of this 
kind on which Baha'i activities are 
being carried on in a continuous 
fashion. 

The local Spiritual Assembly of 
Berna1illo County, N. Mex., reports 
that since last July it has carried 
on what is called a ~'Practice Teach
ing Class" jointly with members 
from the Albuquerque community. 
This class meets weekly and the 
members state that they have gained 
much in poise and confidence in pre
senting the teachings to others. 

AREA NEWS BULLETINS 
The Youth and Young Adult Com

mittee of Los Angeles, Calif, whose 
panel discussion programs were de
scribed in the January issue of BA
HA'I NEWS, conducted an outstanding 
public meeting in Las Vegas, Nev., 
in December, Topic for the meeting 
was "Human Life and Purpose," and 
attendance was estimated near 50 
persons, with several good contacts 
gained. 

The Central Atlantic States Area 
Teaching Committee held a Teach
ing Conference at Inspiration House~ 
Washington, D.C., on January 26. 
The theme of the meeting was "The 
Meaning of the Covenant Today." 

Area Teaching Conferences were 
held at Toledo, Ohio, on January 
26·27, and at Fort Wayne, Ind., on 
February 9-10, sponsored by the 
East Central States Area Teaching 
Committee. 

Two Baha'is spoke at the· Wayne 
State University Campus Conference 
on Religion, Detroit, Mich., on De
cember 4-6, Four classes were ad
dressed on the principles of the 
Faith, and almost 100 contacts were 
made during the sessions. 

A Unitarian Fellowship meeting in 
lfaco, Texas, was given the Baha'i 
message by two Baha'is of the Fort 
Worth community. 

Mrs. Gladys Weeden addressed an 
assembly of 50 mothers of the East
man School Mothers' Club in Con· 
cord, N.H., last autumn, and spoke 
to 30 members at a dinner meeting 
of the Hadassah there. 

"Spiritual Prerequisites for Teach~ 
ings" was the theme of a Teaching 
Conference in Jersey City, N.J., on 
January 27, A similar conference was 
held in Elizabetb, N.J., a goal city, 
on February 24, and a third is sched-
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uled for March 31 in another goal 
city. Trenton, N.J. 

The Pittshurgh, Pa., local Spir
itual Assembly sponsors weekly pub
lic meetings on Sunday afternoons at 
the YWCA. 

"Translate Sentiment into Action," 
was the keynote of a teaching con
ference held at East Providence, 
R.I., on December 16. Four future 
meetings are planned on the follow
ing topics; "Personal Contacts and 
How to Handle Them, H "Question.s 
You are Asked and How to Answer 
Them," "Firesides and How to Con
duct Them." and "Improve the Ef
ficiency of All Our Baha'i Meetings." 

The North and South Dakota Area 
Committee held a conference at 
Sioux Falls, S.D., on December 
22. Subjects discussed included Fire
sides. Youth and Area Bulletins. 
Newspaper publicity, Pamphlets 
and books, and Local records. 

Greeley, Colo., reports that it 
"started its public Hie as a group" 
with a meeting commemorating the 
Birth of Bahil'u'llah at the Hotel 
Camfield there. Newspaper advertis~ 
ing and publicity was used to an
nounce the meeting. 

The busy teaching schedule fol
lowed by the Gallup, N. Mex., group 
includes: Mondays, attendance in a 
class in conversational Navajo at 
Window Rock, Ariz.; Tuesday, 
Baha'i study class at Gamerco; 
Thursday, Baha'i study class at 
Zuni, on the Zuni Reservation; and 
Saturday, class in English for In
dians at Gallup. The commWlity 
maintains an active Baha'i Center in 
Gallup, and is finding increasing 
ways in which they may serve the 
Indians of the area, 

Area Teaching Conferences were 
scheduled by the South Atlantic 
States Area Teaching Committee on 
January 27 at the following places: 
Greenville, S.C., Atlanta, Ga., and 
Gainesville and St. Petersburg, F'a. 
The theme was "The Charter of a 
Divine Civilization." 

The ATea Bulletin of the Tennessee 
Valley States publishes regularly an 
educational feature. Each month a 
Baha'i book is reviewed briefly, a 
work is analyzed for pronunciation 
and meaning, and a question of the 
type frequently asked by inquirers is 
answered with references. Although 
only a few minutes per month is re
quired to absorb this information so 
clearly and compactly presented, a 

WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 

Fourth Year - 1'956-57 

Annual Budget $500,000.00 

Total Requirements 
May 1 to October 15 395,200.00 

Total Contributions 
May 1 to February 15 272,580.00 
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year of such study can add up to a 
considerable store of knowledge 
about the Faith. 

Excerpts from Area Teaching 
Committee reports 

W~i~t~~ltt~~~~M 
The Role of 

American Baha'is 
America's God-Given Mission. A 
compilation for round table study. 
On page 1 of this issue of BAHA'i 
NEWS the National Assembly points 
out the significance of this material 
concerning the particular mission of 
the American Baha'i Community in 
this day, and suggests it for individ
ual or group study. 

Free Booklet Included 
With each copy of this compilation, 

a free copy of the booklet 'Abdu'l
Rahd, Center of the Covenant will be 
included. In this booklet, written by 
the late Juliet Thompson (revered 
by the Guardian in his recent mes
sage to BAHA'i NEWS), we have one 
of the most warm and revealing pic
tures of the Master that we have in 
our literature by one who had close 
association with Him. It is a story 
that could have strong appeal to 
friends of the Faith. as well as to 
Baha'is. (Additional copies of this 
booklet are available at 8 copies for 
$1.00). 

The price of America's God-Given 
Mission is $.75 each. 
The Books of God Are Open. By E. 
S. Campbell. Friends will be glad to 
know that this publication, which 
deals competently with the theme of 
Bible prophecy, is again available. 
This edition, which has certain re· 
visions, has been reprinted in a for~ 
mat that is more attractive and 
easier to read. A thorough study of 
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the material presented by Mr. Camp. 
bell (formerly a minister of the Bap
tist church and Head of a college 
Bible Department for many years) 
should make the sincere seeker 
ready to go into a broader study of 
the subject of Bible prophecy and its 
fulfilment in the Baha'i teachings
works such as Some Answered Ques
tions by 'Abdu'I-BaM, The Heart of 
the Gospel, The Promise of aU Ages 
(both by Townshend,) and the many 
works available that relate both Old 
and New Testament teachings to the 
Baha'i Faith. 

A larger printing has resu1ted in 
another decrease .in the price to en
able B.E!-ha'is to make a wide distri
bution of this booklet. 

Per Copy ..................... $.35 
2Q copies .................... $5.00 

A Spiritual Assembly's Growing 
Pains. A play by Ru!.>iyyih Khanum. 
This is a new edition of a play writ
ten by the wife of the Guardian, pub~ 
Iished by the Baha'i Publishing 
Trust at New De1hi, India, and 
originally publi shed in the United 
States, The title is indicative of the 
theme. The humor in the situations 
presented help to emphasize prob
lems of immaturity that exist, and 
ways of solving them. 2~ pp .• 8'hx 
5;'.2, toast brown paper cover, 

Per Copy ..................... $.35 

Fireside Teaching BAlIA'f NEWS In
sert. Additional copies of this state
ment on fireside teaching by the Na
tional Assembly are available, 

Per copy .................... $.05 
100 copies ....... . ........ $3.00 

Foreign Language Literature 
Remembrance of God (Spanish). A 
small vest pocket edition of prayers, 
newly translated and published. (The 
larger Baha'i Prayer Book in Span
ish is not presently available), 

Per Copy ..................... $.10 

Out of Print 
Oneness of Mankind. This one-page 
statement by the National Spiritual 
Assembly is no longer available. 
There is stock available on The 
Elimination of Prejudice, another 
National Assembly statement, which 
can be used in its place. 

Minimum IIIail Order, $1.00 

Available from 
BAHA'i PUBLISRrNG TRUST 

no Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, IHinois 
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FEASTS 
March 2 -jAla' (Loftiness) 
March 21-BahiL (Splendor) 
April 9 -J aliil (Glory) 

DAYS OF FASTING 
March 2·21 

NAW·RUZ 
(BaM'i New Year) 
March 21, To proclaim the rea 

newal of religion and a new spiritual 
springtime. 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 

March 22, 23, 24 
April 27 

ANNUAL CONVENTION 
April 28. 29, 30, May 1 
Ri<!-viin Feast, April 27 at 8:00 P.M. 

in Temple Auditorium. 
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Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

lfeekdays and Saturdays 
1:00 - 4:00 P.M. 
(Auditorium open) 

Sundays 
10:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. 
(Entire building open) 

Service of Wor.hip 
Sundays 

3:30 P.M., lasting until 4:15 

Chicago, Illinois: Miss Vivian E, Thierry 
to Mr. Joseph F. Peter on December 
29, 1956. 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Miss Vivjan 
Taylor to Mr. Azotollah Farokhrooz on 

. September 1, 1956. 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Miss Mary 

Jane Mikuriya to Mr. Dana Hadley 
Bramel on November 3, 1956. 

Los Angeles. California: Miss Jesse P. 
Perry to Mr. Charles M. Bryant on 
January 13, 1957. 

Richmond Highlands, Washington: Mrs. 
Edith Danielson to Mr. John Keith 
Craig, on January 3, 1957. 

Madison, Wisconsin: Miss Tanya Gedko 
to Mr. Dewey Price, September 15, 
1956. 

Notional Baha'I Address.s 
NATIONAL BAHA'f AD1'.ITNISTRATIVE 

HEADQUARnES: 

536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

NATIONAL TREASURER; 

112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make checks Payable to: 
NaUo-nal Baha.~i Fund 

BAllA 'f PUBLISJD:NG TRUST: 

110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

BAHA'f NEWS: 
Edito:rlal Office: 

11() Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Illinois 

Subscl'i"pUon and 
change of address: 

112 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Illinois 

BAHA'i DIRECTORY CHANGES 
North Carolina 

Miss Mildred Varnum 
Bangor, Maine 
Date not reported 

Miss Louise Siebenlist 
West New York, New Jersey 
October 22, 1956 

Mr. J. Harold Steed 
Orange, Connecticut 
December, 1956 

Mr. Charles Fisher 
Brooldield. Wisconsin 
December 3, 1956 

Mrs. Marietta Wilson 
Phoenix, Arizona 
December 17, 19'56 

Mrs. Jessie Pease 
Seattle, Washington 
December 30, 1956 

Mrs. Lulu Morris 
Austin, Texas 
January 4, 1957 

Miss Bahiyyih Valentine 
New York, New York 
January 6, 1957 

Mr. Marion T. Moore 
Chicago, illinois 
January 13, 1957 

Dr, Alfred Starr 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
January 21, 1957 

Mrs. Mary Barton 
Chicago, Illinois 
January 23, 1957 

Mr. Walter Papplebawn 
San Jose, California 
January 25, 1957 

Mr. Roy Furbush 
Salinas, California 
December 19, 1956 

ASSEMBLY SECRETARIES 

California (North) 
Greensboro: Mrs. Frances Pearce, 612 Guilford Ave. 

Berkeley: Mrs. Esther B. Linebaugh, 839 Miramar St., z. 5 

California (South) 
South Bay Jud. Dist.: Mrs. Lila Parker, 114 42nd St., Manhat
tan Beach 

Nevada 
Reno: Mrs. Ethel McAlIaster, 439 Washington 

Washington 
Spokane: Mrs. Irene Nicholaison, 3112 N, Crestline St., z. 27 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
New York Baha'i Center 

Mrs. Lauretta N. Moore, Hotel Hargraves, 112 W. 72nd St .. 
New York 23, N,Y, 

BAHA'i NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of th€ United States as a n€ws organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies of 
the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is' intended. 
BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1956-57: Mrs. Eunice BraWl. Miss 
Charlotte Linfoot, Mr. Richard C. Thomas. 
Editorial Office: no Linden Avenue, Wilmette. Illinois. U.S,A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, Illinois, U,S.A. 
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Our Annual Convention 
Forty·nine years ago the first Baha'i Convention was 

held in the city of Chicago. 
That Convention was called because 'Abdul-Bah a in

formed the Chicago Assembly that the Temple building 
project was national, and that all the Assemblies and 
friends should be associated together in this important 
undertaking, The Chicago Assembly then invited its sis
ter-Assemblies to send representatives to the Convention. 

This first Convention did not elect a National Spiritual 
Assembly, because such a Baha'i body was yet unknown. 
Out of it came Baha'i Temple Unity to function primarily 
on Temple matters, though it also appointed a Teaching 
Committee, a Reviewing Committee, and others. 

The first American National Spiritual AssemblY, as we 
understand the term, was formed in 1923 under direction 
of the Guardian. Baha'i Temple Unity continued to hold 
title to Temple property and the Temple funds until its 
trustees executed an Indenture of Trust (recorded 
November 13, 1928) for the Benefit of the National Spirit· 
ual Assembly. Under its terms those persons elected 
annually to the National Spiritual Assembly constitute 
the Baha'i Temple Trustees. 

Attorneys and a title company consulted in the matter 
recommended this type of trust deed, and the same 
form was followed in the case of Green Acre, Geyserville, 
Davison, and Temerity Schools, and the Wilson and 
Wilhelm properties. Since the members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly are under all these trusteeships the 
trustees, national Baha'i matters are coordinated without 
confusion, with the further advantage that any liability 
laid against one property could not involve any other 
property nor the National Spiritual Assembly itseli. 

Aside from such legal considerations, the great dis· 
tinction between the National Spiritual Assembly and 
Baha'i Temple Unity is that the National Spiritual As· 
sembly has final power of decision, while the Temple 
Unity had authority only to carry out the plans adopted 
by the Annual Convention. 

'The Temple Unity Constitution reflected American 
political practice while the National Spiritual Assembly 
represents the Guardian's interpretation of Baha'i law 
and principle. That is why. in all basic particulars, the 
constitutions of all National Spiritual Assemblies are 
identical throughout the world, and will continue in their 
present form until, as the Guardian has writ~en, the 

House of Justice will review the whole situation. At that 
time the constitutional basis of a National Spiritual 
Assembly will no doubt derive from the organic powers 
of the House of Justice and sustain a secondary relation
ship to th at world body. 

When delegates and visitors arrive for the Forty-Ninth 
Annual Baha'i Convention, they will give consideration 
to projects beyond the conception of those attending the 
first Convention. 

On account of the fact that all nine members of the 
present National Spiritual Assembly will attend the nine 
Conventions sponsored by our body, the Convention dates 
here had to be placed at the very end of the Rio;lvan 
period. Our Convention, therefore, opens on Sunday 
morningJ April 28, and continues until four o'clock 
Wednesday afternoon, May 1. 

The Convention theme is: "The American Baha'i 
Community in the World Crusade." After the Convention 
officers have been elected, the first and all-important 
item will be the reading of the Guardian's message to 
the Convention. Discussion of this message will take 
place during the same morning session. The Convention 
photograph will be taken at noon on April 28. 

This year the Rio;lvan Feast will be held Saturday eve· 
ning, April 27, preceding the Convention. The customary 
public congress will not be held. 

Other Convention items involve Our most important 
responsibilities: The Crusade on the Home Front; re
ports on the formation of the nine new National Spirit· 
ual Assemblies sponsored by the National Spiritual As
sembly of the United States; World Crusade financial 
requirements; progress report on the First Dependency; 
remaining tasks of the Intercontinental Teaching Com
mittees; tasks of the American Indian Service Com
mittee and the Baha'i Interracial Teaching Committee; 
Child Education, Baha'i Youth, Summer Schools, re
ports of the various service committees, and special 
topics suggested by delegates. 

The annual election of the National Spiritual Assembly 
will be held from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m., Monday, April 29. 

Baha'is unable to attend the Convention are urged to 
pray for its spiritual success. For it is the Annual Con
vention which releases the forces of the entire American 
Baha'i community and generates inspiring power for 
the incoming National Spiritual Assembly, Those plan~ 
rung to attend are urged to prepare themselves by 
prayer and meditation to receive the confirmation of the 
Holy Spirit. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEM:BLY 
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GUARDIAN APPROVES 

SUMMER SCHOOL 

IN SOUTHERN AREA 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

shares with the friends the following 
passage from a letter written on be
half of the Guardian by his secretary, 
dated January 29, 1957: 

"As regards the suggestion that 
a Summer School be -established in 
the South, the Guardian feels that 
there is no objection, as the southern 
friends are so far from the three 
existing Baha'i Summer Schools, to 
a southern region Summer School 
being held similar to what they do 
in Europe, where the friends meet 
in some particular place and hold 
a Summer School. which is not on 
Baha'i property. To purchase pro-
perty for this purpose and try and 
set up a fourth Summer School would 
naturally be very unwise at the pre
sent time, but he feels that the ac
tivities which are conducted Wlder 
the auspices of a Summer School 
would be a great stimulation to the 
Faith in the South, and further the 
teaching work there." 

This permission~ it will be noted, 
is for a School consisting of sessions 
planned for only a week to ten days, 
and not involving the purchase and 
maintenance of a Baha'i School pro
perty. 

The National Spiritual Assembly is 
requesting the Area Teaching Com
mittees and local Assemblies 
throughout the Southern States area 

(as defined by 'Abdu'l-Baha in His 
Tablets of the Divine Plan) to consult 
and report recommendations as to 
a suitable site where interracial gath
erings can be held. The matter wil1 
also be discussed at the National Con~ 
vention. 

Since advance planning is required, 
the new school cannot be launched 
until the summer of 1958. 

Meanwhile, the Blue Ridge Con
ference will be held as usual in the 
summer of 1957, since arrangements 
have already been made and its du
ration is too limited for the program 
of a Summer School session. 
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BAHA'i CENTERS 
RESTORED IN iRAN 

The National Spiritual Assembly is 
happy to inform the believers that 
all but a few I;Ia:firatu'I~Quds in iran 
have been returned to their Baha~j 
custodians. 

The believers throughout iran are 
especially grateful and joyous over 
the restoration of the House of the 
Bab in ~iraz and of His shop in 
B1i<illihr. 

As for the Nationall:{a?-iratu'l-Quds 
in Tihran, orders were issued by the 
Royal Court and the Prime Minister 
to evacuate and restore this property. 
However t since the Military Head
quarters was renewed for three 
months, there is every reason to ex
pect its return early in 1957. 
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"Child's Way" Magazine Enlarged in Size, Features 
Beginning with the April issue, Child's Way will be enlarged to an 

8-page bi-monthly publication, including a complete section for 
children and for junior youth, thus making it a more valuable teaching 
aid for Baha'i parents and teachers. 

The enlarged format and increased printing costs, plus the desire 
to make Child's Way self-supporting, necessitate an increase in the 
subscription price to $2,00 a year (for six issues), The National 
Spiritual Assembly urges all local Assemblies, BaM'i groups, and 
individuals to subscribe to and support this publication, which is 
valuable to all believers interested in Baha'i child education and the 
training of the future generations on whom will depend the estab
lishment of the World Order of Baha'u'llah. 

Mail requests for subscriptions to Miss Banu Hassan. 1244 Maple 
Ave., Wilmette, Ill. 
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YUMA SCHOOLS RECOGNIZE 
BAHA'i HOLY DAYS 

The Spiritual Assembly of Yuma, 
Ariz., has reported that Baha'i stu
dents in the public schools are grant
ed excused absence on Baha'i Holy 
Days. 
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Votinq Riqhts Removed 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

has taken action to remove Mr. C. 
G. Nordquist and Miss Elsa Nord
quist of Seattle, Wash., from the 
Baha'i membership list. 
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Western Hemisplrere 

ALASKA ACHIEVES 

MATURITY THIS MONTH 

On April 21 the Baha'is of Alaska 
will elect its long and eagerly 
a w ai ted first National Spiritual As
sembly. It will thereby have achieved 
its coming of age, and will no longer 
be under the guidance of the Western 
Hemisphere Teaching Committee. 

Nine delegates from the five local 
Assemblies were elected on January 
6 at local conventions. The National 
Convention is to be held in Anchor
age, and Paul E. Haney, Hand of 
the Cause and chairman of the N a
tiona! Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States, will be in attendance. 

The achievements leading up to 
this prize goal have been spectacular 
in the Baha'i world, and Alaska has 
been a shining star of energy and 
activity since the beginning of the 
Crusade in 1953. 

At that time there were two As
semblies. The third Assembly was 
formed in April 1955, and last 
year Ketchikan and Tanana Valley 
reached Assembly status, completing 
the present five. 

This year Juneau will undoubtedly 
become the sixth Alaskan Assembly. 
In addition, the cities of Barrow, 
Nome, and Valdez have been opened 
to the Faith; Indian and Eskimo be
lievers have entered the Faith; and 
translations have been started in Es
kimo and Aleut. 
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About 14 9ioneers have gone to 
Alaska from the Slates. The total 
number of believers in Alaska at the 
present time is about 100, with 32 
new enrollments during the past 
year. 

The election of the National Spir
itual Assembly of Alaska, however. 
is only a beginning, rather than an 
end, and the future of Alaska appears 
to be very great. Economically it is 
a frontier. and we receive continual 
reports concerning opportunities for 
employment. 

Labor Shortage 
There is at the present time a great 

. shortage of labor in nearly all fields, 
presenting the Baha'is living in the 
United States a challenge to pioneer 
in Alaska, and an opportunity to 
assist in the building up of the n€wly 
formed institution of the Faith, 

The Alaska Teaching Bulletin for 
January reports that "in Nome, lab 
or X-ray technicians or nurses could 
easily obtain employment with the 
ANS, and would be working with the 
natives. This is a wonderful oppor
tunity for persons in these profes
sions. and we hope that anyone 
having Baha'i friends trained in them 
will write them of thes-e openings. A 

hospital under construction in Kotz
hue will also create job openings." 

A Baha'i has written: "Here at the 
Sitka Community Hospital where I 
am working we have urgent need for 
a laboratory technician or medical 
technologist .... This is a new hos
pital just opened last April .... The 
place was started with a skeleton 
crew and a big question mark as to 
how much business the two could af
ford to give us. People have been 
coming from all over southeastern 
Alaska for care by our orthopedic 
surgeon, and we have been trying to 
increase the staff .. , . We need a 
bacteriologist. , . . We could help 
with living arrangements." 

For further information about 
these openings, please write to the 
committee; Mrs. Katherine Mc
Laughlin, secretary; 73 College Road 
West, Princeton, N.J. 

Growth of Faith 
In September the Guardian wrot-e 

urging the members of the Alaska 
Teaching Committee and all the 
friends to "leave no stone unturned 
to gain new believers, and also to 
do all in their power to assist in the 
further consolidation of the Faith 
throughout the important lands." 

Haziratu'l-Quds at Mana-goa, Nica.ragua., purchased on March 21. 1956. and dedl
ca.ted on July 9, 1956. 

-.... -.- .... ~. 

llaziratu'l-Quds at Port-au-PrlDce, Haiti. 
acquired in February 1956 and ded1cat

ed on May 1. 1956. 

As an example of the rapidity with 
which the Faith Seems to be growing 
in Alaska, Ketchikan started in April 
with 10 believers. set a goal of 20 
before the end of the year, and by 
January already had 22. As with An
chorage Recording District and Fair. 
banks Recording District (Tanana 
Valley), the nucleus for an Assem. 
hly outside Ketchikan has already 
been formed with three adults and 
one youth. 

Cooperation Appreciated 
Space does not permit a complete 

survey of the outstanding things that 
have been achieved in Alaska, but 
as the retiring "parent" or "guard
ian" of the Alaska community, this 
Committee is taking its last oppor
tunity to express its appreciation of 
the fine cooperation that has existed 
between the WHTC and the Alaska 
Teaching Committee, the Alaskan 
Assemblies, and the pioneers-all of 
whom will now be under the leader· 
ship of the National Spiritual Assem
bly of Alaska. 

We will miss our responsibility, but 
it -will be outweighed by our pleasure 
at having watched our "child" grow 
swiftly and move successfully into its 
own sphere of activity and respon~ 
sibility. 

-WESTERN HEMlSPHrnE 

TEACHIN"G COMMI'I'TEE 
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Asia 

WIDE VARIETY OF JOBS 

IN KOREA OPEN TO 

U.S. CITIZENS 

There is need for qualified U.S. 
citizens to fill administrative, cleri
cal, and professional jobs with the 
U.S. Army in Korea. These openings 
are supervisory positions in such 
fields as general maintenance, car
pentry, plumbing, electricity, sheet 
metal, etc. 

There are provisions open also in 
stenography and typing. budget and 
accounting, education advisors en
gineering of various types,' en
gineering drafting, special 5 ervices 
(crafts, libraries, entertainment 
etc.). supply (stock control. storage: 
storekeeping, etc.), and others. 

Favorabl. Pay Differential 
The pay is very good and a 25% 

differential is payable to eligible 
U.S. citizens. 

Any U.S. citizen interested should 
submit Form 57, which can be se
cured at any post office, to: Civilian 
Personnel Officer, HQ. AFFE/8th 
Army, APO 301, San Francisco, 
Calif. 

-AsIA TEACIDNG COMMITTEE 

Australia, New Zealand 

ASSEMBLY INCORPORA nON 

WIDELY PUBLICIZED 

On January 10. 1957, the letters 
patent, which formally mcorporated 
the Brisbane, Australia, Local Spir
i tual Assembly, was signed by the 
State Governor of Queensland, the 
Australian Baha'i Bulletin reports. 

The Brisbane Assembly issued a 
press release announcing this 
achievement. A section of this was 
used by the ABC News Service in 
the State News Bulletin and the Bris
bane Telegraph on the fallowing 
day. It was used in its entirety by 
the Queensland Times at Ipswich on 
January 12. 

Radio publicity wa salsa obtained. 
A member of the community was 
given a four minute interview on 
"Radio News Reel" over Stations 4-
BC, 4SB, and 4GR. A 2 minute ex
planation of the Faith was broad
cast over the ABC State network in 
"Queensland Magazine" on January 
19. 

Clara Dunn, Hand of the Cause. surrounded by youth attending the Australian 
Ba.h8.'i Summer School at Yeninbool. New South WaJes. The school, held rrom 

December 26 to January 7. was reported In "Baha'i News" for March, page 7. 

., ... -~, ........ ~ 

Central and East Afri<:a 

ASSEMBLY REVIEWS 

SEVEN-YEAR GOALS 

APRil 1957 

Progress in the work toward goals 
of the Guardian's Seven Year Plan 
for the new National Spiritual As
sembly of Central and East Africa 
is reported in the latest issue of their 
Newsletter, published in December: 

1. To do as much as the Guardian 
will permit for the establishment of 
the Ma:illriqu'I·A<llikar, which he 
called the "supreme objective." This 
is going on very well. 

2. To obtain national incorporation 
which means that the National 
Assembly must become a legally 
recognized body. The application for 
incorporation is now being consid
ered by the government. 

3. To obtain incorporation for 
some local Assemblies. Those of 
Dar-es-Salaam, Kampala, Mom
basa, Nairobi, and Port Victoria 
were chosen as being ready and 
strong enoug-h for such incorpora
tion. The necessary documents are 
now bemg studied by the local As
semblies and their lawyers. 

4. To establish 15 new Assem
blies. The National Assembly has al
located these projected Assemblies 
as follows: Uganda, 10; Kenya 3' 
Tanganyika, 1; and Comoro Isla~ds: 
1. At the time of writing, only one 
of these goals has been won, but the 
situation is favorable, as new decla
rations are be.ing accepted and there 
is a great deal of teaching in prog
ress. 

5. To strengthen the Fund. The 
teaching work has suffered because 
of a lack of funds, and the National 
Assembly has the task of making the 
believers aware of the importance 
of the Fund and of contributmg to it. 

Assembly Consolidation 
6. To consolidate local Assemblies. 

The National Assembly has attempt
ed to help local Assemblies become 
strong by producing literature 
in Ateso, French, Luganda, Swahili, 
Runyoro~rutoro, Acholi, Lugbaram 
Luo, and Lumasaba; by sending pi<>
neers; by forming District and Terri
torial Committees; and by holding 
11 weekend schools to encourage 
and strengthen the local Assemblies 
and to deepen the believers. 

7. To make the I;Ia~iratu'1-Quds a 
national institution. The National As
sembly has taken aver the running 
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of the J!:a~iratu'l-Quds, all Assembly 
meetings are held there, and the im· 
portant documents and precious rel~ 
ics are stored there. When the Na~ 
tional Assembly receives incorpora~ 
tion papers, the I:Ia~iratu'l·Quds will 
be registered in the name of the As
sembly, 

Teaching Stimulation 

8. To stimulate the spirit of teach
ing. This work was detailed in point 
No. 6 above, and the Assembly re
ports that the teaching work through
out the region is generally good. 

The NewsletteT also reports that a 
total of 61 local Assemblies have 
now been formed and recognized by 
the National Assembly. 

GermClny. AusfriCl 

FAITH PARTICIPATES 

IN RADIO DISCUSSION 

Der 19-Tafl Brief, a letter from 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Germany and Austria distributed 
among the Baha'is of those countries 
at Nineteen-Day Feasts, carries in 
the issue of January 19, 1957, a re
port of a radio program of interest 
to the believers. 

The Hesse Radio invited the Na-

5 

Balla/is alt. the dedication of the Haziratu'l-Quds of Oslo, Norway. on Februa.ry 6, 
1951. Guests of honor were Mr. Ha.bib Sabet, stand.iD.g left; and Mrs. Sabet aod Mrs. 
Amelia BOwman. American pioneer, who are bo,th holding inscription of the 

Greatest Name. 

tional Spiritual Assembly to have a 
representative participate in a panel 
discussion, "Frankfurt Conversa
tion." on the subject of tolerance in 
connection with the buildin g of the 
Baha'i Temple in Germany. 

Dr. Eugen Schmidt, who was the 
chosen representative, was asked to 
explain what the Baha'i Faith is, 
and its aims and objects. Most of 
the questions following the several 

presentations were addressed to Dr. 
Schmidt. 

Since there appears to be no pos
sibility now of securing property on 
which to erect the Temple in the vi
dnity of Frankfurt as orginally in· 
tended, consideration is being given 
to a site in Offenbach. 

The letter expresses the belief that 
this radio talk will do much to for
ward the Temple building project. 

Annual Teaching Conference held on January 5-6 at Birm~ha.rn, England, under the auspices of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the British Isles. 
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In Observance of 

Negro History Week 

APRIL 1957 

Race Amity Meetings In 35 States Proclaim 

American Baha'is' newest naLonal 
public relations event, race amity 
meetings held this year in conjunc
tion with the observance of Negro 
History Week from February 10 to 
17, proved to be highly successful 
throughout the nation. 

The Baha'j Interracial Teaching 
Committee, which made extensive 
plans for this event, reports that 
83 Baha'i communities in 35 states 
presented some form of public meet
ings to carry out the Guardian's in
junction that we must attract more 
N egroe s to the F ai tho 

Of these meetings, 48 presented 
both non-Baha'i and Baha'i speakers, 
7 featured a Baha'i speaker alone, 
and 4 heard a non-Baha'i as the 
speaker. Eight communities gave a 
banquet or similar form of dirmer, 
while 16 communities presented 
panel discussions or symposiums. 
Others held firesides, or informal 
programs of r-eadings or discussions. 

An outgrowth of the Interracial 
Teaching Committee's planning for 
these race amity meetings on a na
tional scale was close cooperation 
with the Association for the Study 
of N€gro Life and History, a 32 year
old non-profit, scientific organization. 
It works through the schools for the 
adoption of textbooks which include 

Negro history and literature, and 
seeks revision of those textbooks 
which continue to promote the be
lief in the inherent inferiority of the 
Negro. 

The Assocation voluntarily distri
buted a large quantity of Baha'i lit
erature to its special mailing list 
of eminent American Negroes. The 
Interracial Teaching Committee also 
provided the Association with 500 
copies of Race and Man, which they 
mailed out from their Washington, 
D. C., headquarters. Each book con
tained a small card stating "Com
pliments of the Baha'i Interracial 
Teaching Committee." 

A feature story of these nation
wide observances has been requested 
by this Association for publication 
in the May issue of their magazine 
The Negro History Bulletin, circu
lated throughout the United States, 
and in South America, Europe, Asia, 
and Africa. 

Highlights of Meetings 

B.w'f NEWS has selected high
lights of the Interracial Teaching 
Committee's report on th-ese race 
amity meeti"ngs too-illustrate the con
tent and diversity of some of the 
programs. Comments from the com
munities themselves are quoted to 

Banquet and symposium held at Memphis. Tenn., race amity meeting. 

emphasize the reactions to these pre
sentations: 

Fairbanks, Alaska, held a Race 
Am i ty Banquet attended by 61 guests 
and 17 Baha'is. Two non-Baha'i 
speakers talked on "Race and Biol
ogy~" and "The Negro and World 
History"; the Baha'i speaker spoke 
on "Race Amity and the Bahia.'! 
Faith." 

Fairbanks reported the meeting 
was "most successful . (with) 
largest crowd of people ever attend
ing Baha'i sponsored program to 
date." 

Phoenix, Ariz., held a public meet
ing at the Park Recreation Hall in 
the Negro and Mexican district with 
Baha'i speakers. Sixte€n non-Baha'is 
and ten Baha'is were present. 

They r-eported: ·'We wanted to go 
to these people, not expect them to 
come to a home or predominately 
'white~ meeting place ... your pro
gram awakened us to this field of 
teaching which has been neglected 
in this area .... With the integration 
in the schools taking place with such 
success here, we must not lag be
hind in sharing ... the spark that 
has made this possible." 

A public meeting in the public li
brary of Monrovia, Calif., was at
tended by 46 non-Baha'is and 14 Ba
ha'is. A Baha'i spoke on "The Mean
ing of Race Unity." 

Monrovia reported: " ... feeling 
of rion-Baha'is was one of great joy 
at the complete harmony here . . . 
several Baha'is from other commun
ities said 'never witnessed such 
warmth and appreciation on the part 
of an audience.' " 

Colorado Springs and El Paso 
county, Colo., jointly sponsored a 
public meeting at the Negro City
Recreation Center, attended by 35 
non-Baha'is and 11 Baha'is. A non
Baha'i and a Baha'i speaker shared 
th-e speaker's platform. 

The EI Paso county Assembly 
stated: "There was a very friendly 
relationship ... all Negroes present 
were so happy to find the fellowship 
between us." 

The St. Petersburg, Fla., Baha'is 
participated in the Negro History 
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, 
~aha'i Teaching of The Oneness of Mankind 

Week observance with the Negro 
Baptist Church at their invitation. 
In addition to the church program, 
a Baha'i spoke on "The Oneness of 
Mankind.,t 

The African Methodist Church of 
Ada County, Idaho, invited the neigh
boring Baha'is to attend services at 
the church in fellowship with Negro 
friends. Mrs. Mildred Cossey gave 
comments on the Oneness of God, 
the Oneness of His Prophets, and 
the Oneness of Mankind. 

~~These are the Negro friends," Ada 
County reported, "who attended the 
observance of the Birthday of BaM
'u'llith at the Art Gallery in No
vember 1956_" 

Lafayette, Ind., held a public meet
ing in a private home with two 
Baha'i speakers, Negro and white. 
Fourteen non·Baha'is were present, 
in what Lafayette reported "appar
ently was the first fruitful interracial 
meeting in Lafayette in years." 

"The Quakers tried in December 
and got none to show up. Civic groups 
had met with disappointment." Be
side two Negro ministers, the Vice
President of the NAACP, and a 
teaMler, two Asian Buddhists also 
attended. "We can now work with 
Negroes on a more spiritual level, 
which (we) think is the best way. 
Other ways had failed here," La
fayette's report stated. 

A Race Amity Conference was 
sponsored by the Baha'is of Niles 
Township, Mich., with three speak
ers, two non-Baha'i and one Baha'i. 
Topics were: "Amity Through Legis
lation," "Amity Through Education, 
and "Amity Through Religion." 
There were 14 non-Baha'is and 22 
Baha'is present. 

Niles Township reported this meet
ing the "most successful yet. Pub
licity given, comparatively speaking, 
was excellent. .. Activity of com
munity organizations stimulated by 
project. It appears that two fire
sides will develop as a result of 
project." 

A fireside at the Baha'i Center in 
Jackson, Miss., featured a non-Ba
ha'i speaker, Dr. John E. Eubanks, 

Negro, Head of the Sociology De
partment, Jackson State College. The 
Jackson Baha'is, in reporting on Dr. 
Eubank's talk, stated: "The knowl
edge he has of the Baha'i Faith and 
other world religions makes him a 
channel for our committee to work 
at Jackson College, which has a stu
dent body of 1500. He is using Race 
and Man as required reading in his 
anthropology classes." 

Waterloo, Iowa, Baha'is partic
ipated in three events. On February 
10 the chairman of the local Baha'i 
Assembly was present On the plat
form at the Antioch Baptist Church 
for the opening observance of Negro 
History Week. Baha'is in the audi
ence were publicly recognized. On 
February 16 George Amerson of 
Maywood t nl., spoke at a panel dis
cussion at Union Hall on "A Heav
ely Gem, Jt bringing out the brother
hood of all mankind. 

That same evening, at a recital by 
Mahalia Jackson, well-known Negro 
singer, at one of the Junior High 
Schools, she was presented with a 
copy of Race and Man. Three Baha'is 
were present on the platform at this 
recital, and the "Prayer for All Man
kind" was read. The Baha'is report 
that many contacts and friends were 
made through their participation 

with the Negroes of the city during 
this observance. 

Widespread publicity through press 
and radio attended the panel discus
sion held at Flint, Mich. Two non
Baha'i and one Baha'i speakers, and 
a Baha'i moderator took part in this 
meeting at International Institute, 
with 30 non-Baha'is and 15 Baha'is 
present. 

Twelve newspaper articles totaling 
81 column-inches, and 20 free radio 
annOW1cements publicized this meet· 
ing. 

A panel discussion was also pre
sented at the Douglass Interracial 
Community Center in Kalamazoo, 
Mich., with a non-Baha'i speaker and 
moderator, and two Baha'i speakers. 

"There isn't any doubt that this 
was the best meeting ever held in 
Kalamazoo," their report stated. 
..... the spirit displayed was beyond 
description, there seemed to be com
plete unity and harmony. The ques
tion period, limited to ten minutes, 
went to 40 minutes." 

In Trenton, N.J., a public meeting 
in a Baptist Church featured a non
Baha'i Negro teacher of Latin and 
social studies in Trenton Junior High 
School, and a Baha'i speaker, Of 100 
persons attending, 90 were non
Bahit'is. 

Discussion group at Marysvil1e. MJch., race amUy meeting, representing fire reU
gious faitbs. 
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HA complete success!," Trenton 
reported. 

Mount Vernon and Yonkers, N.Y .• 
sponsored jointly a symposium in a 
Baha'i home. Four prominent non
Baha'i Negroes spoke, in addition to 
a Baha'i speaker. The Baha'i subject 
was "The Contribution of the Baha'i 
Faith to Racial Understanding. to 

The report of the Mount Vernon 
Assembly said: "The meeting was on 
a high level. . . . A closeness was 
felt during the entire meeting with 
no reservations. , .. We feel a 
greater understanding exists be
tween those who attended and par
ticipated in the meeting, both Negro 
and white. This was the finest thing 
we have ever done, " 

Rochester, N.Y., Baha'is' public 
meeting attracted "the largest num
ber of Negro guests ever had. Un
usually quiet during the meeting, and 
people stayed long after it was over, 
discussing it." The program included 
a non-Baha'i and a Baha'i speaker, 
a vocalist and accompanist. 

In Greensboro, N ,C., a large audi
ence of 82 non-Baha'is and 16 
Baha'is heard a panel discussion fea
turing a white and a Negro college 
professor, and a Baha'i representa
tive. Subjects of the talks were "An
thropology Versus Myths," "Contri
butions to Society," and "Man: His 
Reality and Goal. It The Baha'i com
munity sent out 240 invitations for 
the meeting, and placed posters in 
store windows, libraries, and college 
halls. 

A similar type of panel discussion 
in Eugene, Ore., brought together a 
college professor, a Christian minis
ter, and a Baha'i speak-er on the Uni
versity of Oregon campus. The pro
gram was co-sponsored by the 
Haha'is of Eugene and the local 
chapter of the NAACP. 

The Eugene report stated: "A fine 
meeting with a good, relaxed, and 
gay spirit. . . . There was a good 
representation of Negroes present, 
mostly from the university, and also 
a number of foreign students. Most 
of the audience heard of the Baha'i 
Faith for the first time." 

"Toward True Integration" was 
the topic of the public meeting at 
Providence, R.I., held at Brown Uni· 
versity. A Negro feature writer for 
a Providence newspaper and Mrs. 
Robert McLaughlin, Baha'i, member 
of the Auxiliary Board of the Hands 
of the Cause, shared the platform. 

Memphis, Tenn., Baha'is presented 

a banquet and symposium at the Ne
gro YMCA, with two non-Baha'i 
speakers and one Baha'i representa
tive. Seventy non-Baha'is and 15 
Baha'is attended this meeting, which 
elicited the comment, "We had 
the best response ever achieved 
here .... Among our guests were 
two educators from LeMoyne Col
lege, a Chinese and a Nigerian. 
There was also a young Chinese 
woman from Hawaii. Other guests 
included businessmen, two newspa
per women, several ministers, pro
fessional men, young people, and old 
people," 

In Yakima, Wash., the Baha'i com
munity invited 52 non-Baha'i guests 
to a banquet at the Elks' Hall. Two 
Negro ministers, representing the 
African Methodist-Episcopal Church 
and the Baptist Church, a Negro col
lege student active in youth work, 
and a local Baha'i wer-e the speak
ers. The guest list was limited, as 
the Baha'i community financed the 
banquet. 

At a public meeting in Tacoma, 
Wash., the president of the NAACP 
local chapter spoke on "The Mean
ing of Race Unity," and a Thlinget 
Indian Baha'i spoke on "The Prog
ress of Religion." 

The Tacoma Assembly com
mented: "At the meeting we had Es
kimo, Indian. colored and white. We 
had a man from Jerusalem, one from 
Frankfurt, Germany, and one from 
South Mrica," 

The Governor of Wisconsin. invited 
to the Amity Day Dinner sponsored 
by the Madison community and the 
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Monona Group, sent a telegram of 
commendation when he was lUlable 
to attend: "Sorry th at I cannot be 
with you for the Amity Day observ
ance, You are all to be commended 
for your efforts in behalf of tolerance 
and world brotherhood. I hope you 
will continue with great success this 
worthy and important endeavor. 
With good wishes, Vernon W. Thomp
son, Governor. " 

The non-Baha.'i speaker at this 
Madison observance was William T. 
Evjue, nationally known newspaper
man, and editor of the Capital Times. 
At one point in his talk, Mr. Evjue, 
in speaking directly to the Baha'is 
present, said, "When I learned that 
the fundamental doctrine of your 
faith is the oneness of the entire hu
man race, I began to have a feeling 
on oneness with you. I am at one 
with you in other principles which 
you support: the condemnation of 
prejudice-religious, racial. class, or 
national; equality of men and wom~ 
en; compulsory education; abolition 
of extremes of wealth and poverty; 
a world tribunal for adjudicating dis
putes between nations; and belief in 
justice as the ruling principle in hu
m an society." 

The above quotation, as well as 
other comments on the dinner, were 
published in Mr. Evjue's newspaper 
the next day. The Madison Assembly 
reported that 11 nations and 5 re
ligions were represented at this af
fair. Attendance included 83 non
Baha'is and 38 Baha'is. 

Milwaukee. Wise., gave a buffet 
supper and public meeting that was 

Group gathered foUowing the race amity program hl a. Baha'i borne at Alhambra, 
Calil. 
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Speakers at the Race Amity Banquet in Fail"ba..nks~ Ala.ska. 

attended by a total of 179 people; 
of these, 35 were Negro non-Baha'is, 
25 were white non-Baha'is, and the 
rest were Baha'is. A Negro professor 
of philosophy at the University of 
Wisconsin spoke on "The High Cost 
of Desegregation." The chairman 
was an Oneida Indian Baha'i. 

('It was one of the largest meetings 
held at the Center, It the Milwaukee 
Assembly reported. "The Interracial 
Committee of Milwaukee finds this 
type of informal meeting most grati
fying, and hopes to elaborate on it 
for other interracial meetings in the 
future." 

A fireside at the home of a Baha'j 
in Laramie, Wyo., was the first of 
its kind ever held in that city. "It 
deepened our friendship with some of 
the finest Negroes in town," the Lar
amie Baha'is stated. 

The Baha'i community of Des 
Moines. Iowa, initiated plans for a 
race amity meeting during Negro 
History Week, and gained the coop
eration of the Des Moines Interracial 
Commission and the local chapter of 
the NAACP, with all three organiza
tions jointly sponsoring the program. 
A panel discussion, exhibit, and tea 
attracted 210 non-Baha'is, as well as 
14 Baha',s. 

Comments from Des Moines 
Baha'is stated: HGreat success. 'Best 
ever II according to our Negro 
friends. We had our new City Man
ager and our new Governor's wife 
. . . good talks. beautiful music, 
lovely tea table, handsome exhibit, 
friendly folks, and people learning to 
say, properly, the new words 

'Baha'i' and 'Baha'u'llilh' ... it's a 
beginning! " 

Albuquerque, N. Mex., sponsored 
a panel discussion that listed as 
speakers a white Presbyterian min
ister, a Negro African Methodist
Episcopal minister, a Catholic lay
man, a Jewish layman, and a 
Baha'i. The theme was "Race and 
Democracy/' and 25 non-Baha'is and 
15 Bahit'is attended. 

"Stimulating, excellent panel," Al
buquerque Baha'is reported. "We 
discussed racial relations in the 
United States, both from a social and 
a religious angle .... We agree that 
a Racial Amity Conference . . . 
should become an annual Baha'i 
event.' I 

Seattle, Richmond Highlands, and 
Kirkland, Wash., Baha'is joined to 
present a banquet and musical pro
gram, with a presentation on the 
theme "Spiritual Mission of the 
American People." 

The report on this observance 
stated: ~'The program was actually 
one in which the Negro community 
felt it was working with the Baha'is 
in giving a suitable program. The 
script was so written that it carried 
the audience along with it com· 
pletely. Artistically it was splendid; 
moreover it was a tremendous spir
itual experience for participants and 
audience alike." 

BAH..i'f NEWS could quote from 
many more of these reports jf space 
permitted, but those published above 
should convey the warm acceptance 
and enthusiasm with which these 
programs were received. 

PLANNING TO ATTEND 

NATIONAL CONVENTION? 

9 

If you are planning to attend the 
National Convention in Wilmette on 
April 28 through May 1, you should 
make your housing reservations at 
once. " 

Refer to the March is/ne of BAHA'i 
NEWS for a complete listing of Ev~ 
anston hotels where al( Baha'is are 
welcome. 

Accommodations in private homes 
may be arranged by writing to Mrs. 
Priscilla Hassan, 1244 Maple Ave., 
Wilmette, Ill.; or to Mrs. Edna Cole
man, 1227 Leon Place, Evanston. Ill. 

Identity Card Required 
All Baha'is planning to attend the 

National Convention, either as dele
gates or visitors, are requested to 
present their identification cards 
upon registration. 

Non-Baha'is carmot be admitted to 
the convention sessions. but will be 
welcome at the Ri<;lvan Feast, to be 
held in the Auditorium of the House 
of Wor ship on Saturday evening, 
April 27, at 8;00 p.m. Following the 
Feast observance, a social hour and 
reception will be held in Foundation 
Hall. 

NEW BRAILLE 
PAMPHLET AVAILABLE 

One UniveTsat Faith, which has 
proven so popular in English and 
in foreign translations, is now avail~ 
able in Braille. Grade Two. 

It is 6 1/8 by 9 1/8 in. in size, with 
an attractive green cover and an 
envelope suitable for mailing. The 
price is 70c per copy, or three copies 
for $1.90. 

Orders should be sent to the Baha'i 
Service for the Blind; Mrs. Amedee 
Gibson, chairman; 842 N. Hayworth 
Ave., Los Angeles 46, Calif. 

WORLD RELIGION DAY 
PUBLICITY TOTALED 

Baha'i Press Service has released 
statistics on the publicity received 
for World Religion Day, Jan. 20, 1957. 

One hundred fifty-nine newspapers 
in 118 cities published 1084 column
inches of publicity and advertising, 
with a total circulation of over 
13.000,000 copies. 
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Baui Children's Class of Puunene. Mant. T.B., conducted by 
Mrs. LiJUan Chou and Mrs. Mabel Van Valkenburg. Racial back
grounds represented include Chinese, Japanese, FiUpinO', Hawai-

ian, and Puerto Rican. 

GREEN ACRE PLANS 
8-WEEK SESSION 

Green Acre will have an eight 
week: session this summer extending 
from June 30 through August 25. Reg
ular classes throughout the school 
season will be open to both youth 
and adults, but courses of special in
terest to youth are being planned for 
the first two weeks and the last week 
of the session. The curriculum is 
based on a unit of one week so that 
those attending the school should 
plan to come for at least one full 
week. 

A Children's School for children 
ages 5 through 13. divided into three 
age groups, will be in session 
throughout the summer with classes 
in the mornings and organized rec
reation for part of the afternoon. 

As in the past there wi.J be varied 
weekend programs in which students 
will have the opportunity to hear 
from and meet members of various 
National Committees, Hands of the 
Cause, visiting pioneers, and others. 
A mid-summer Teaching Conference 
under Area Teaching Committee aus
pices will take place July 27 and 28. 

The basic Green Acre program de
sign this summer includes one 
course each week given by an out
standing Baha'i teacher to which the 
entire school will be invited. Follow
ing this course there will be two 
periods each day during which the 
students will break up into small 
seminar or workshop groups for 

more intensive and collaborative 
study of various aspects of the Faith 
with the assistance of selected dis
cussion leaders. 

The Schedule of Courses. subject 
to revision, is as follows: 
July 1-5: The Guardian-On Teach-

ing 

July 8-12: The Covenant and You 
July 15-19: Baha'is By The Hundreds 
July 22-26: Our Place in History 

July 29-Aug. 2: Spiritual Verities and 
the Individual 

Aug. 5-9: Toward World Order 
Aug. 12-16: Powers and Attributes 

of the Manifestations 
Aug. 19-23: Spiritual Laws 

Workshops and seminars will each 
focus attention on a subject included 
under one of the following headings: 
(1) Study of the Writings and His-

tory of the Faith. 
(2) How To-give a Baha'i talk, 

conduct a fireside, consult, raise 
children in the Faith, serve on 
an Assembly or committee. etc. 

(3) Action Projects-work on a con
cordance project, talk at a local 
fireside, etc. 

(4) Fundamentals of the Faith-pri
marily for non-Baha'is. 

Watch subsequent issues of BAHA'i 
NEWS and your Area Teaching Bulle
tins for further details of the Green 
Acre School program for 1957 as they 
are developed. 
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What iJ '/joulh? 
(The following is from a keynote 

talk on "Action jor Youth,''' given 
at a Centra~ States Area Teaching 
Conference at Kenosha~ Wise., on 
Oct. 21, 1956, by a membeT of the 
National Baha'i Youth Commit
tee.) 

"Youth is not a time of life. it is 
a state of mind. Nobody grows old 
by merely living a number of years. 
People grow old by deserting their 
ideals. Years wrinkle the skin, but 
to give up enthusiasm wrinkles the 
soul. Worry. doubt, self-distrust, fear 
and despair, these are the long, long 
years that bow the head, and turn 
the growing spirit back to dust. You 
are as young as your self-confidence, 
as old as your doubt, as yOWlg as 
your faith, as old as your fear. As 
long as your heart receives messages 
of beauty. cheer, courage, grandeur, 
and power, from the earth, from 
man and from the infinite, so long 
you are young." 

Let us rem ain "as young as our 
Faith" to keep alive its beauty, gran
deur, and cheer in these days of 
world crises. lack. of faith, and dark
ness. To protect our beloved Faith 
from the ailments of "old age" which 
are apathy, bias, and fear, we must 
live in the pres'ent by living for the 
future. To do this let us constantly 
strive to develop the youth within 
us, among us and surrounding us. 

The youth within us is in our en
thusiasm, awareness, steadfastness, 
and courage to be different in an 
age of conformity, indoctrination, and 
compromise. Being "different" re
quires courage, strength of will, and 
firmness in our principles, yet re
taining an open mind receptive to 
the needs, interests, and questions of 
those around us. In this way we are 
vanguards rather than followers in 
the creation of the future world order. 

Helping the youth who surround us 
means increasing our youth contacts 
to connect them with the spirit of 
Baha'u'lhih. This may be done by 
surveying the existing organizations 
of your community where there is 
youth activity and participating with 
them. 

Such organizations include youth 
recreational centers; Junior Cham
bers of Commerce, and interracial 
organizations. Colleges also sponsor 
inter-faith. interracial and interna
tional clubs which welcome and often 
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need outside interest and assistance. 
Other sources for youth contacts can 
be found through YWCA's, YMCA's, 
YMHA's, 4-H clubs, and court cases 
such as juvenile delinquents. Your 
own relatives, friends, and neighbor
hood may provide other untapped 
resources. 

Wherever they may be, you will 
certainly find that youth are only 
too eager to be considered as adults 
and included .in the serious discus
sions and concerns related to our 
teachings. With vitality, elasticity, 
and independence, they are ready 
and waiting to investigate the divine 
teachings revealed for this age and 
to bring them into their lives. Just 
as society is influenced by Qur con
cern with its problems, so can youth 
contacts be reached for Baha 'u'lIah 
by working through their needs and 
interests. 

There is also much which c an be 
done for the youth already with us 
in the Faith. Their participation 
can be enlisted in youth panels, 
talks, and circuit teaching. Such 
activities provide the impetus for 
deepening as well as t.he stimulus to 
apply our writings to present day 
questions and concerns. They also 
offer practice in speaking before the 
vast non-Baha'i public soon to be at 
our door, as well as familiarity with 
Baha'i communities and areas. 

By establishing, supporting, and 
maintaining youth committees, 
youth can become familiar with ad
ministration while acquiring the 
practical experience needed to 
establish future and distant assem
blies. 

Deepening classes can be planned 
for youth with an eye to their pres
ent and future concerns. Among the 
immediate needs for those who have 
been brought up within the Faith, is 
a thorough knowledge of Christian 
writings and the Bible, so that we 
may introduce our contacts to our 
Faith from the background with 
which they are most familiar. 

Another need, especially in view 
of present difficulties between the 
Muslim East and the Western 
world, is a more thorough W1der
standing of Islam and recognition of 
its place as a step beyond the Gaspe] 
in the direction of the Kitcib-i.Aqdas. 

Finances for youth activities and 
transportation to and from confer· 
ences, meetings, and schools are two 
more ways to help youth. Hospitality 
also plays an important part for 

WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 
Fourtn Year - 1956--1957 

Annual Budget. .. . ... $500,OOO,0{] 
Total Requirements May 

1 to March 15 ... _. 436,800.00 
Total Contributions May 

1 to March 15 _ .. _ .... 293,670.00 
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Baha'i youth and their contacts. This 
is especially true for the youth scat. 
tered in colleges and universities 
who do not have the facilities of a 
home to which they can introduce 
their friends and contacts. 

Since very few colleges or univer
sities have Baha'i representation on 
campus, communities and groups 
can help by working with campus 
activities providing teachers. speak
ers, and literature for such events 
as those sponsored by interracial, 
international, and religious organiza
tions. Notices of Baha'i activities 
when placed in school papers are 
another way of reaching seekers. 

By keeping in touch with the youth 
and assisting their growth and de
velopment, our Faith is ascertained 
of future triumphs from an increased 
legacy of strength, vigor and vital
ity. 

-CAROL VARO 

UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 
HEARS BAHA'I SPEAKER 

The Univ<!rsalist Church of Holly
wood, Calif., and its pastor, Rev. 
Leland P. Stewart, were hosts to a 
speaker on the Baha1i Faith, Mrs. F. 
Joseph McCormack of Sierra Madre, 
on January 20. 

Mrs. McCormack delivered the 
sermon for the worship service. In 
addition, the Meditation for the Day I 
the prayer, the responsive and the 
Scripture readings were all taken 
from the Baha'i Writings. 

Despite a h€avy rainstorm, the 
main hall of the church was filled 
for the sermon. After the service, 
Mr. and Mrs. McCormack were in· 
vited to join some of the group for 
luncheon. and many questions were 
asked about the Faith. 

The speaking engagement was 
made as the outgrowth of a contact 
made with Rev. Stewart during a 
Unitarian Fellowship group's study 
of comparative religions at Clare· 
mont. Calif .. last Spring. 
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BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
"Travel Sketchbook," by George 

Neuzil, a feature presented in The 
Milwaukee Turner for December 1956, 
carries a large display photo of the 
Temple which it describes as "One 
of the most beautiful sights to be 
seen anywhere along the shores of 
Lake Michigan." 

New York World-TelegTa.m and 
Sun, December 8, 1956, presents 
under "Religious News" a story on 
the Meditation Room a t United N a
tions, emphasizing the fact that the 
guest book has been signed by 
Baha'is as well as members of other 
religions. 
Horoscope~ January 1957, contains 

an article by Dane Rudhyar which 
states: "We also find Queen Marie 
of Romania, a great person. first of 
the European royalty to accept the 
Baha'i faith." 

The name of the Baha'i Observer 
at UN appointed by the National 
Spiritual Assembly as national non. 
governmental organization, is listed 
by the United States Missinn to 
United Nations in its Ulist of Observ. 
ers and Alternate Observers from 
Non-Governmental Organizations," 
dated January 10, 1957. 

Wayne State University. Detroit, 
issued an attractive booklet program 
of its Campus Conference on Religion 
conducted December 3-6, 1956. uA 
Baha'i View" was presented by Lois 
Nochman at 1:30 P.M., December 6. 
Mrs, Etta J. Catlin, A. B., was listed 
as one of the Conference leaders. 

Wayne State University also pub
lished a program of Religious Activi~ 
ties which lists the Baha'i Club, Mrs. 
Etta Catlin, Advisor, among the 
campus religious organizations. 

Orangeville (Calif,) News, Decem
ber 13, 1956, published an interview 
with Else Norden on December 13, 
1956. The reporter described her as 
artist-nurse, wor]d traveler, and 
member of the BaM'i Faith. The 
interview was illustrated with a press 
photo of Miss Norden. 

From far-off South Australia comes 
a copy of Northern Argus of Clare, 
a country town some 80 miles distant 
from Adelaide. It contains. under 
date of September 19, 1956, an il
lustrated article on The Baha'i House 
of Worship, contribut.ed by the Unley, 
South Australia Assembly. The arti
cle is an accurate and appealing 
description of the architecture and 
meaning of the Temple. 

Also from Australia arrives a copy 
of Parade, 1956, a monthly magazine 
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published by Invincible Press, pres
enting "intimate life-stories of fa
mous men and women who shaped 
history." Under the title "Persian 
Prophet" the life and martyrdom of 
the Bitb is depicted. The author evi· 
dently had access to Baha'i sources 
for his information. 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
Augusta, Ga., was host to its first 

Youth and Young Adult Conference 
on January 13. There were 24 pres
ent, representing Orangeburg, Green
ville, and Sumter, S.C., and Atlanta, 
Ga. 

Newark, N.J., holds a public meet
ing every Stulday at the Baha'i Cen
ter. 

Baha'is of Greensboro, N.C., held 
an Institute for the state of North 
Carolina on February 23-24, with 
three sessions of two hours each. 
The pamphlets The Power 0/ the 
Covenant, The Charter of a Divine 
Civilization, and Spiritual Perspec
tive were discussed, with two teach
ers at each session conducting the 
class. Attendance totaled 24 persons. 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa, television sta· 
tion WMT-TV, on the program I'This 
They Live By," as seen through the 
eyes of Marcus Bach, the author of 
The Circle of Faith, gave an account 
of the Baha'i Faith, with photographs 
of the House of Worship and the 
Shrine of the Bitb. 

AREA NEWS BULLETINS 
The Fourth Blue Ridge Conference 

will be held on August 24-28, 1957. 
The location is near Asheville, N.C. 

The Chicago, DI.. community was 
host for an Area Teaching Confer
ence at the Baha'i Center on Febru
ary 3. The pamphlets The Power of 
the Covenant and Charter of a Di
vine Civilization were discussed, and 
the consultation period brought out 
many fine ideas with a wide partici
pation. 

Area Teaching Conferences were 
held on January 2 in Hollywood, 
St. Petersburg, and Gainesville, Fla., 
Augusta, Ga., and Greenville, S.C. 

The discussions that developed from 
the reading of Charter of a Divine 
Civilization were termed "excellent 
and pertinent." 

Kansas City, Mo., held a teaching 
conference on March 2-3, with Mrs. 
Margery McCormick, member of the 
National Spiritual Assembly and of 
the Auxiliary Board, speaking on 
I'A New Approach to Teaching" and 
"The Fulfillment of Prophecies." A 
public dinner meeting was held on 
the evening of March 2, when Mrs. 
McCormick also spoke. 

Excerpts from Area Teaching 
Committee reports 

Man One Family. Excerpts from 
Race and Man. This is a completely 
revised and re-designed edition, now 
available in small pamphlet size for 
easy distribution. There is an intro
ductory statement to the excerpts 
that follow. An unusually attractive 
cover design has been created by 
Wm. Musler in soft yellow, grey, and 
black, with seed, branch, and tree 
motif to illustrate cover quotation, 
"Ye are the fruits of one tree, and 
the leaves of one branch." 

Ten cop,ies .................... $.75 
50 copies ... _ ................ $3.00 

Minimum Mail Order, $1.00 
A vailable from 

BAHA'i PUBLISHING TRUST 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 
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Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

VVeekdays and Saturdays 
1:00 - 4:00 P.M. 
(Auditorium open) 

Sundays 
10:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. 
(Entire building open) 

Service of Worship 
Sundays 

3 :30 P.M., lasting until 4:15 
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FEASTS 
April 9--Jalitl (Glory) 
April 28--Jamal (Beauty! 

HOLY DAYS 
April 21-May 2-Feast of Ridvitn 

(Declaration of Bahit'u'llith) -
April 21 - First day of Ridvitn 

(about 3:00 p.m.) . 
April 29--Ninth day of Ri<;lvitn 
May 2-Twelfth day of Ri<;lviin 

ANNUAL CONVENTION 
April 28, 29, 30, May 1 
Ri<;lvan Feast, April 27 at 8:00 p.m. 

in Temple Auditorium. 
NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY MEETING 

April 27 

New York, New York; Miss Ella Jean 
Eshback to Mr. Keith B. DeFolo on 
February 10, 1957. 

Los Angele9. California: Miss June 
Hope to Mr. Anthony F. I,.ease on 
February 17. 1957. 

San Francisco. California: Miss Gecone 
McDonald to Mr. Ord R. Dangerfield 
on February 17. 1957. 

Mrs. Emma Margaret Allen 
Santa Monica. California 
January 13, 1957 

Mrs. Edna Churchill 
East Lynn. Massachusetts 
February 10. 1957 

Mrs. Vera W. Foutch 
Great Falls. Montana 
February 10, 1957 

Mr. Milton Chapin 
Flint. Michigan 
February 23, 1957 

Mrs. Ella M. Davis 
Portland. Maine 
February 25. 1957 

Miss Ruth Bradley 
Kansas City, Kansas 
February 27. 1957 

Mr. William Rusby 
Hackensack. New Jersey 
February 27. 1957 

BAHA'i NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Conununity. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'f NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1956-57: Mrs. Eunice Braun. Miss 
Char10tte Linfoot, Mr. Richard C. Thomas. 
Editorial Office: no Linden Avenue. Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office. 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. Illinois, U.S.A. 
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Cable from the Guardian 
to Hands of the Cause 
and National Assemblies 
"Inform Hands (and) National As· 

semblies (01 the) Baha'i world, (of 
the) passing (into) Abha Kingdom 
(of) Hand (of) Cause George Town
shend, indefatigable, highly talented, 
fearless defender (of the) Faith (of) 
Baha'u'llith. Agnes Alexander, dis
tinguished pioneer (of the) Faith, el
evated (to) rank (of) Hand (of) 
Cause. Confident (her) appointment 
will spiritually reinforce teaching 
campaign simultaneously conducted 
(in) North, South (and) Heart (01) 
Pacific Ocean." 

Haifa, March 27, 1957 

Beloved Friends: 

-SHomn 

As directed by Shoghi Effendi, our 
Assembly has dispatched copies of 
this message to Hands of the Cause 
in Asia, Europe, Africa, and Amer
ica t and also to all National Spiritual 
Assemblies now in existence. 

The brilliant Baha'i career of Dr. 
Townshend, so praised by the be
loved Guardian, does not terminate 
with his departure from this world, 
His books and pamphlets will long 
continue to deepen the understanding 
of Baha'is and offer them a highly 
effective contact with the public. In
deed, his latest work, Christ and 
Bahri.'u'Hrih, is now on the press in 
En gland and copies will soon be 
available through the United States 
Publishing Trust and Publishing 
Trusts or Committees in other coun
tries. 

The elevation of Agnes Alexander 
to the rank of a Hand of the Cause, 
simultaneously announced by the be
loved Guardian, establishes a valued 
representative of the Guardian in an 
important, rapidly growing Baha'i 
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area of the Far East. By the time 
this issue of BAHA'i NEWS appears, 
two new National Spiritual Assem
blies will have been elected in that 
area-the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the Baha'is of North East Pa
cific, and the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of South East 
Pacific, Their services will be 
blessed and enriched by the appoint
ment of one long associated with 
pioneer teaching in that area. 
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The Guardian's Tribute 
to George Townshend, 

Hand of the Cause 
The following cablegram was re

ceived by the National Spiritual As
sembly of the British Isles after the 
Guardian was informed of the pass
ing of George Townshend, Hand of 
the Ca use, on Ma rch 25, 

"Deeply mourn passing dearly 
loved, much admired, greatly gifted, 
outstanding Hand Cause George 
Townshend. His death morrow pub
lication his crowning achievement 
robs British followers Bahil'u'llah 
their mast distinguished collaborator 
and Faith itself one of its stoutest 
defenders. His sterling qualities, his 
scholarship, his challenging writings, 
his high ecclesiastical position unri
valled any Baha'i Western world, en
title him rank with Thomas Break
well, Dr. Esslemont. one of three 
luminaries shedding brilliant lustre 
annals Irish, English, Scottish Baha'i 
communities. His fearless champion
ship Cause he loved so dearly, served 
so valiantly, constitutes significant 
landmark British Baha'i history. So 
enviable position calls for National 
tribute his memory by assembled 
delegates, visitors, forthcoming Brit
ish Baha'i Convention. Assure rela
tives deepest loving sympathy griev-
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ous loss. Confident his reward inesti
mable Abha Kingdom." -SOOGID 
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RACE AMITY DAY 
A New Annual Event 

With the Guardian's approval, the 
National Spiritual Assembly has in~ 
stituted an important new annual 
event to be observed with public 
meetings and publicity by local As
semblies and groups throughout the 
United States. This event, compara
ble in importance with World Re
ligion Day, will be known as Race 
Amity Day and observed on the 
second Sunday of June beginning 
June 9, 1957. 

Race Amity Day is exclusively 
sponsored by Baha'i1", and unlike 
Brotherhood Week or Negro History 
Week, not merely Bahatj participa
tion in ~n event sponsored by an
other organization, Its purpose is to 
celebrate the Baha'i teaching of the 
Oneness of Mankind, the distinguish
ing feature of the Revelation of 
BaM 'u'llilh. 

Press releases and other materials 
will be provided as they are for the 
other special events composing the 
annual Baha'i teaching program. 
Meanwhile the Assemblies and 
groups are urged not merely to note 
the date and the theme, but also to 
begin pJanning their public meeting 
on as large a scale as possible, in
cluding non·Baha'i as well as Baha'i 
speakers and the cooperation of local 
racial groups. Negro History Week 
will in future not be listed as a 
special Baha'i event. though As
semblies are perfectly free to co
operate with the various local organ
jzations which endorse and sponsor 
it. 

The complete list of Baha'i Special 
Events for 1957·1958 will be published 
in the June issue of BAHA'i NEWS. 

-NATIONAL SPIIUTUAL ASSEMBLY 
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May 23, 1944, signalizes the commencement of the most 
turbulent period of the Heroic Age of the Baha'i Era, an 
age which marks the opening of the most glorious epoch 
in the greatest cycle which the spiritual history of 
mankind has yet witnessed. No more than a span of nine 
short years marks the duration of this most spectacular, 
this most tragic, this most eventful period of the first 
Bahit'i century. 

It was ushered in by the birth of a Revelation whose 
Bearer posterity will acclaim as the Hpoint round Whom 
the realities of the Prophets and MessengeTs revolve," 
and terminated with the first stirrings of a still more 
potent Revelation, (~who8e day," Baha'u'llili Himself 
affirms, Uevery Prophet hath announced," for which 
I'the soul of every Divine Messenger hath thirsted," and 
through which "God hath proved the hearts of the entire 
company of His Messengers and Prophets." 

He Who commtUlicated the original impulse to so 
incalculable a Movement was none other than the 
promised Qa'im (He who ariseth), the $aqihu'z-Zaman 
(the Lord of the Age), Who assumed the exclusive right 
of annulling the whole Qur'imic Dispensation, Who 
styled Himself Hthe Primal Point from which have been 
generated an created things . .. the Countenance of God 
Whose splendor can never be obscuredt the Light of God 
Whose radiance can never fade/' 

The opening scene of the initial act of this great drama 
was laid in the upper chamber of the modest residence 
of the son of a mercer of stiraz, in an obscure corner 
of that city. The time was the hour before sunset, on 
the 22nd day of May, 1844. The participants were the Bab, 
a twenty.five year old siyyid, of pure and holy lineage, 
and the young Mulla Ij:usayn, the first to believe in Him. 

Their meeting immediately before that interview 
seemed to be purely fortuitous. The interview itself was 
protracted till the hour of dawn. The Host remained 
closeted alone with His guest, nor was the sleeping city 
remotely aware of the import of the conversation they 
held with each other. No record has passed to posterity 
of that unique night save the fragmentary but highly 
illuminating account that fell from the lips of Mull" 
ljusayn. 

'·1 sat spellbound by His utterance, oblivious of time 
and of those who awaited me/' he himself has testified, 
after describing the nature of the questions he had put 
to his Host and the conclusive replies he had received 
from Him, replies which bad established beyond the 
shadow of a doubt the validity of His claim to be the 
promised Qa'im. 

"This Revelation/' Mulla I;!usayn has further testified, 
·'50 suddenly and impetuously thrust upon me, came as 
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a thunderbolt which, for a time, seemed to have be. 
numbed my faculties. I was blinded by its dazzling 
splendor and overwhelmed by its crushing force. Excite
ment, joy, awe, and wonder stirred the depths of my 
souL Predominant among these emotions was a sense of 
gladness and strength which seemed to have trans
figured me. How feeble and impotent, how dejected and 
timid, I had felt previously! Then I could neither write 
nor walk, so tremulous were my hands and feet. Now, 
however, the knowledge of His Revelation had gal
vanized my being. I felt possessed of such courage and 
power that were all the world, all its peoples and 
potentates, to rise against me, I would, alone and un~ 
daunted, withstand their onslaught. The universe seemed 
but a handful of dust in my grasp. I seemed to be 
the voice of Gabriel personified, calling tUlto all man
kind: 'Awake, for lot the morning Light has broken. 
Arise, for His Cause is made manifest. The portal of 
His grace is open wide; enter therein, 0 peoples of the 
"WOrld! For He Who is your promised One is come!' " 

A more significant light, however, is shed on this 
episode, marking the Dec1aration of the Mission of the 
Bab, by the perusal of the "first, greate3t and .mightiest'" 
of all books in the Babi Dispensation, the celebrated 
commentary on the Surih of Joseph, the first chapter of 
which, we are assured, proceeded, in its entirety, in the 
course of that night of nights from the pen of its divine 
Revealer. 

The description of this episode by MulHi ~usayn, as 
well as the opening pages of that Book attest the magni
tude and force of that weighty Declaration. A claim to be 
no less than the mouthpiece of God Himself, promised 
by the Prophets of bygone ages; the assertion that He 
was, at the same time, the Herald of One immeasurably 
greater than Himself; the summons which He trumpeted 
forth to the kings and princes of the earth; the dire 
warnings directed to the Chief Magistrate of the realm 
Mu1).ammad Shah; the counsel imparted to ljaji Mir~ 
Aqasi to fear God, and the peremptory command to abdi
cate his authority as grand vizir of the stah and submit 
to the One Who is the "Inheritor of the earth and all that 
i3 therein".. the challenge issued to the rulers of the 
world proclaiming the self-sufficiency of His Cause, 
denouncing the vanity of their ephemeral power, and 
calling upon them to Hlay aside, one and all, their do
minion/' and deliver His Message to <eland3 in both the 
East and the West"-these constitute the dominant fea
tures of that initial contact that marked the birth, and 
fixed the date, of the inception of the most glorious era 
in the spiritual life of mankind. 

(Excerpts from God Passes By, pages 3-7) 
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Europe 

NORWAY HAZiRATU'L-QUDS 

DEDICATION REPORTED 
'"'Blessed is the spot, and the house, 

... where mention of God hath been 
made, and His praise glorified." 

The white cement bungalow, nes
tled among the pines on a hilltop 
near Oslo, became indeed a 
"blessed" spot, when on the occasion 
of the Feast of Dominion, February 
6. 1957. a "mere handful 01 His 
loved ones" gathered to dedicate 
the house as the seat of the Institu
tion 01 the future National Spiritual 
Assembly and the i:Ial'iratu'I-Quds 01 
Norway. The house, made of white 
cement blocks, stands as an achieve
ment of the Crusade bestowed on 
Norway through the inspired leader
ship of our beloved Guardian, and 
the agency of Mrs, Amelia Collins, 
Hand of the Cause of God, and Vice
president of the International Baha'i 
Council. 

A Persian brother and sister ar
rived tUl€xpectedly, just before the 
meeting, and East and West met and 
embraced each other in joyous exul
tation! Mr_ and Mrs. Habib Sabet, 
fresh from the presence of the 
Guardian who had requested them 
to visit Norway, brought the woltder
ful news that our Guardian was well 
and very happy. Happy for two rea
sons: first, over the lifting of the 
persecutions in Persia; and second, 
over the rapid progress of the Global 
Crusade_ 

Therefore, it was in an atmosphere 
of the greatest joy and happiness as 
well as deepest reverence, evoked by 
the occasion, that the chairman of 
the Oslo Spiritual Assembly, Mrs_ 
Signy SOrlie, opened the dedication 
program. There were readings from 
the Sacred Writings given by Winnie 
Ringstad, Asta Barnholdt. Bodil 
Skodstrup, Ciss Hannevig, and Gerd 
Strand_ 

In the dedication address given by 
Amelia Bowman, the growth of the 
Faith was reviewed as a continuity 
of teaching activity from the first 
known m€n tion of the Faith in 1911 
at the Theological Seminary at EI
verum; the translations provided by 
Johanne Schubarth, "mother of the 

Haziratu'J-qads o.f Sweden at Stockholm, purchased on March 1, 1951. The fJrst 
convention o.f the Baha'is of the Scandinavian countries and Finland was beld here 

on April 2~, US7. 

Faith in Norway," under the direc
tion 01 Shoghi Effendi; the long list 
of itinerant teachers, which included 
Martha Root, "archetype of Baha'i 
itinerant teachers," who had visited 
Norway; the arrival of the pioneers, 
Solveig Corbit, Mildred Clark, Elinor 
Gregory. and others. lollowed by the 
establishment of the first Spiritual 
Assembly of Oslo in 1948; each had 
contributed something to the achieve
ment of this spiritual victory for the 
Faith, when we shall begin the next 
stage of our deve~opment on a higher 
plane of co-operation through the es
tablishment 01 a Regional National 
Assembly, a prelude to the National 
Spiritual Assembly 01 Norway_ 

Tbe gift from the Guardian. a hang
ing from the Shrine of the Bab, was 
opened; and the friends, annointed 
with a tta r of rose from the Holy 
Land, inhaled the fragrance and 
were brought c10se in spirit to the 
heart of the Faith, our beloved Guard
ian. 

Greetings were read from Edna 
True, chairman of the European 
Teaching Committee in America; 
Mrs. Dorothy Ferraby, member 01 
the Auxiliary Board in London; the 

Bergen Spiritual Assembly; the 
groups in Lofoten and Stavanger; 
and other friends. The many gifts 
and furnishings which had been re
ceived, made the I:Ia?iratu'l-Quds 
festive with candle light and 
flowers, and colorful with stun
ning coral draperies, a blue
green corner divan, a yellow banquet 
cloth on the table; the chairs and 
lamps; the Baha'i books in the white 
bookcases which flanked a cozy red
brick fireplace; and with pictures of 
the Temple .in America and the sym
bol of the Greatest Name which hung 
on the white nlastered walls. 

During the refreshment period of 
the ce1ebration, Mr. and Mrs. Sabet 
spoke of their recent visit with the 
Guardian, and made a contribution 
to help with the teaching activity in 
Oslo. So it was with heartfelt grati
tude that the following cable was sent 
to the beloved Guardian: "Deeply 
appreciate gift from Guardian and 
visit Sabets at dedication Haziratu'l
Quds. Requesting prayers· p"rogress 
success." A reply came shortly after. 
ward "Assure loving prayers success 
activities. SHocm" 

-AMELIA BOWMAN 

1 
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Western Hemisplrere 

PIONEERS NEEDED IN 

LATIN AMERICA, MEXICO 
With the establishment of the four 

new National Spiritual Assemblies in 
Central and South America, another 
victory has been won. However, this 
is but a step in the objectives of the 
World Crusade, since these are in
terim Assemblies, out of which 20 
National As sem blies are to be built 
during the Ten Year Plan. The door 
of opportunity is still open to any who 
may yet wish to face the challenge 
of poineering. In all three of the fol
lowing National Assembly goals the 
Faith has been established so far 
only in the capital cities. All are 
Spanish-speaking. 

Latin America 

Uruguay is the most socially ad
vanced country in the entire West
em Hemisphere. It has a beautiful 

climate, and its capital, Montevideo. 
is a modern, cosmopolitan city. . 

Paraguay, on the other hand, is 
perhaps the least '~advanced" coun
try, but a very fascinating one. It 
has an unusually interesting Indian 
history, as the Indians were pro
tected by the government and not 
exploited as in other countries. 

Nicaragua, located in the heart of 
Central America, is very Latin, 
though it has interesting Indian ar
cheological remains and there are 
still some Indians. On the East coast 
there are English-speaking settle
ments, their population descended in 
part from former African slaves. 

The cost of living varies from coun
try to country, and the problem of 
support win always be an individual 
one, depending on what one is able 
to do. If anyone would like to con
sider Latin American pioneering, 
please contact this Committee, giv-

Haziratu'l-Quds of Madrid, Spain. purchased April 23. 1956, the site of the lirst 
National CoDvention of the Bah.3.'is of the Iberian Peninsula. durlng Ridvan 195'7. 
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ing as much information about your
self as you can. 

Mexico 
Dr. Edris Rice-Wray is now in 

Mexico with the World Health Or
ganization, and has sent us some 
valuable information on possible job 
opportunities with WHO. We quote 
from her letter of March 18, 1951: 

"The World Health is a terrific or
ganization for a Baha'i, We are told 
we are world citizens; we must ac
cept all peoples of whatever race, 
religion, or nationality. We are not 
permitted to engage in politics or 
take sides in any controversial is
sue. 

"The staff is composed of many 
nationals all working together to 
serve people everywhere-not spe
cial groups but people. The secre
tarial staff, janitors, etc., are re
cruited from the local country, but 
the technical staff can be from any
where. There are positions for doc
tors, nurses, and veterinarians who 
have public health training, health 
educators, administrators with train. 
ing in personnel, also nurses trained 
in nursing education, and sanitary 
engineers and sanitarians. 

"The Baha'is should know about 
this possibility. There are many 
scholarships available to get a mas
ter's degree in public health for doc
tors, nurses, veterinarians, and 
health educ'ators; anyone interested 
can write to the U.S. Public Health 
Service, Washington, D.C., for infor
mation about scholarships. 

"For information about jobs with 
WHO, write Pan American Sanitary 
Bureau, 1501 New Hampshire N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 

"For U.S. citizens there are also 
similar jobs with the ICA (Interna
tional Cooperation Administration) of 
the U.S. Government. They have 
projects everywhere also, and co
operate with us in this field. 

"The World Health Organization 
has projects all over the world. This 
is one way Baha'is can get around. 
I a m delighted to be here. I love 
Mexico and love my job." 

Further information about oppor
tunities in Latin America or Mexico, 
as well as in Alaska, described in 
BAHA'i NEWS for April, is available. 

Write in care of Mrs. Katherine 
McLaughlin, secretary, 73 College 
Road West, Princeton, N.J. 

-WESTERN HEMISPHERE 

TEACHING COMMI'rl"li'Z 
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Northwest Africa 

ASSEMBLY REPORTS 

PROGRESS IN LIBERIA 
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The Northwest Africa Baha'i News
J 

published by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Northwest Africa, lists 
three new achievements in Liberia 
in their February issue. 

Incorporation of the Monrovia Lo~ 
cal Spiritual Assembly has been 
granted, and Baha'i marriages re
cognized by the gove-rnment of Li~ 
beria. 

Local Spiritual Assembly of Mansourah. Egypt, for 1956-1951. 

An endowment has been establish
ed in Bomi Hills in the form of a 
plot of land, given by a Chief there, 
to establish a school. This came as 
a result of the successful Literacy 
School held by the BaM'is there. 

Aust .... lia. New Zealand 

AUCKLAND HOLDS 17th 
ANNUAL SUMMER SCHOOL 

The 17th Annual Summer School 
of the Baha'is of New Zealand was 
held in almost perfect weather at 
Camp Wesley, Henderson Valley, 
Auckland, from December 28 to Jan
uary 7. 1957. 

God Passes By was the main study 
course for this year. With this, the 
second session morning talks and 
study on "A New Way of Life," the 
interpretation of the Tablet of the 
Holy Mariner, a review of the Kitab
i-Iqcin, letters from pioneers, person
al experiences. and the history of the 
early BaM'! days in Auckland. all 
seemed to combine to provide a 
striking theme for the school: hoW 
the Cause moves steadily on despite 
all opposition, and how tremendously 
we ourselves can help it on if we 
Jive this new way of life according to 
the laws of Baha'u'llah, steadfastly, 
determinedly, in deeds, not words. 

Round table discussions also 
strengthened this theme, the sub· 
jects being 'lFreedom and Disci
pline," "Personal and Social Preju M 

dice," "Psychology as an Aid to Spir
itual Matters," and "Fear, a BarM 

rier to Truth-How to Conquer It." 
The children were not neglected 

in Morning Study. Mrs. G. Milne 
planned and conducted Baha'i read
ings for chi1dren. in which much in-

terest was shown by the young ones. 
A Regional Teaching Conference 

was called during the school, with 
representatives from the local Spir
itual Assemblies of Auckland, New 
Plymouth, and Wellington, and 
groups of Whangarei and Mangawhai 
attending. 

All who attended summer school 
this year go out again fortified and 
rededicated. mere steadfast in the 
Faith of Baha·u·lIah. to meet and 
solve the problems before us and the 
world around us. 

(From the New Zealand Newslet
ter. published by the Regiona! 
Teaching Committee for New Zea
land.) 

There are nOW two believers in 
Sierra Leone. which was formerly a 
virgin territory. 

Successful teaching work in this re~ 
gion by the pioneers has been crown~ 
ed with the enrollment of 16 new be
lievers, the establishment of four new 
localities where Baha'is reside, and 
by the possibility of a new Assembly 
being formed during Ric;ivim this 
year. 

The Northwest Africa Bahd'i News 
is published at present in four lan~ 
guages to meet the requirements of 
the Baha'is of the region: Arabic, 
English, French, and Persian. It is 
hoped that in the near future it will 
be necessary to also publish in Por
tuguese and Spanish. 

First Local Splrltual Assembly of Abou-Qlr, Egypt, formed during 
Ridvin 1956. 
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Consequently the Assembly has ap
pOinted a l:Ia{:ir a tu 'l.oQuds Location 
Committee to find a place as soon 
as possible that will meet the mini .. 
mum requirements at the lowest pos
sibJe price. As soon as this is done, 
the expropriated property will be 
sold. 

LAURENTIAN SCHOOL 
LISTS SUMMER PLANS 

Local Spiritual Assembly of Taota, Egypt. fol' 1956-1957. 

A preliminary announcement list
ing the summer school sessions at 
Laurentian Baha'i School, Beaulac, 
P.Q., gives the dates as July 20 to 
August 3, 1951. 

Germcrny, A ustr;cr 

CONTINUE SEARCH 
FOR TEMPLE SITE 

Negotiations for a site for the pro
posed Baha'i House of Worship in 
Germany are being conducted in a 
hostile atmosphere of confusion and 
rumor on the part of elements of the 
populace, according to Baha'i-Nach
richten, published by the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Germany and 
Austria. 
'~From week to week, yes, from 

day to day, the situation changes in 
this unbelievably and indescribably 
difficult struggle." B aha 'i-N ach rich
ten states. 

"Propositions, offers, purchase ne
gotiations, protests, rebuffs, accep
tances, again refusals, enthusiastic 
agreement, hitter abuse, succeed one 
another like the pictures of an ex
citing newsreel. 

< 'The press is eager for the latest 
news, and often a decision is re
ported in the newspapers before it 
has heen made. 

Five Site. Considered 
jlAt present five sites are in proc

ess of negotiation. Three are west 
of Frankfurt, and two lie to the east 
of the city. The decision rests with 
three rural boards and one civil 
board. 

"The watchfulness of the Evangel
ical Church, which has now of
ficially and repeatedly protested, is 
grotesque, but so €ffective that our 
every step must be made with the 
greatest care and wariness. 

"Everything possible is being done 
to conclude this matter in the short
est possible time," the publication 
states. oWe need the prayers of the 
friends." 

Ccrncrdcr 

EXPROPRIATE CANADA 
HAZiRATU'L-QUDS 

The national I:Ia~iratu'l-Quds of the 
BaM'is of Canada, located at 274 
HUron street. Toronto, has been ex
propriated by the University of Tor
onto. 

This property was included in the 
26 acres taken over for expansion of 
the lUliversity campus. 

University authorities advised the 
Canadian National Spiritual Assem
bly that they will not require the 
property for some time, and that the 
Baha'is may rent the building from 
them, possibly for several years. 

This proposal is not satisfactory, 
as the Guardian wishes all National 
Spiritual Assemblies to own their 
If a;:ira lu 'l-Qud s. 

Three topics, j'The Covenant," 
"Spiritual Verities," and IIHistory of 
the Faith" will he given each of the 
two weeks. The sessions have been 
designed as a teacher-training proj
ect, so that those attending may 
teach the courses at regional semi. 
nars on weekends and evenings. 

Further information may be ob
tained from R. Thomson, 845 Willi
brord Ave., Verdun, Quebec. 

SUMMER CONFERENCE 
PLANNED AT BANFF 

A Western Canada Baha'i Sum
mer Conference will be held on Au
gust 25-31, inclusive, at the Banff 
School of Fine Arts, Banff, Alberta. 

Mrs. Edna J. Montfort, 3119 Bar
nard Avenue. Vernon, B.C., Canada, 
will send further information upon 
request. 

Local Spiritual Assembly of ScarborQ.ugh~ Ontario, Canada, 
incorporated in May 1956. 
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GEYSERVILLE SCHOOL 
ANNOUNCES PROGRAMS 

For the 29th summer, Baha'is and 
their friends are offered the oppor~ 
tunity at the Geyserville Baha'i 
School to have time to deepen their 
knowledge of the Baha'i World Faith. 

Again, the opportunity is offered to 
experience, during their visit, living 
in a society which foreshadows the 
New Age. Here the principles of the 
Baha'i Faith can be put into prac
tice, and here one may have some 
time away from the tensions and 
strife of a confused and bewildering 
world. 

The 1957 schedule lists six weekly 
sessions, beginning with the week of 
June 30, and ending with the week of 
August 4, The annual Unity Feast 
will be held on Sunday, July 14. 

Topics will include "The Word
Sacred Writings of Baha'u'llah," 
uThe Plan-AmErica's God. Given 
Mission," "The rndividual~Being a 
Baha'i," and "Mankind-Founda
tions of World Orger," 

Oa ily Workshops Plan ned 
During the conference period work

shops, seminars, and conferences 
will be held to consider the problems 
which confront the Baha'i as he at
tempts to promulgate the Faith, A 
workshop will be offered daily 
throughout the six sessions dealing 
with specific teaching problems, 

Classes will be held six days each 
week. Different Baha'is who are 
giving their time to this program 
will conduct the courses during the 
six different sessions. Special· pro
grams will be held on Sundays. 

Special Cia 55 for Youth 
For young people. ages 15 to 21, 

a special class will be held each 
morning from 10:00 to 10:50. This 
special hour will be devoted to those 
interests and problem') of the Baha Ii 
youth and their friends, 

Special classes for children, ages 
2 to 15, will be held during the morn
ings. 

Further information may be ob
tained by writing to Mrs. Viviana 
Lisota, secretary, 910 Sierra Vista, 
Redding, Calif, 
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Panel of speakers for a. race amity meeting at New Rochelle, N.Y., held on February 
lO~ 1957, during observance of Negro History Week, arranged by the Baha'is of 

Yonkers, Mt. Vernon. Mamaroneck. Hastings-on-Hudson, and New RocheUe. 

DAVISON SCHOOL TO STRESS 
INDIVIDUAL DEEPENING 

Courses at the summer session of 
the Davison Baha'i School will em· 
phasize the deepening of the individ
ual to participate in the World Cru
sade: in administration, in the Crea
tive Word, and in practical methods. 
There will be children's classes at 
all family sessions. The family ses
sions will be scheduled by the week 
beginning Monday July 15 through 
Friday August 16. 

There will be a Junior Youth Ses
sion (ages 10-14) July I-July 12, and 
a Senior Youth Session (ages 15-21) 
August 19-August 30. Adults should 
plan to attend th(3 Family sessions. 

Special weekend sessions are being 
planned for those believers who can
not attend a week session. These will 
begin July 13-15 and will culminate 
in the Homecoming Weedend August 
31-Sept, 2. 

Rates for the sessions vary from 
$4,00 to $3.50, depending on the 
length of stay and the type of ac
commodation. The Junior Youth 
rates are about $3.01} a day. The 
friends are asked to make reserva
tions with the Registrar, Miss Judy 
Long, Box 213, R.R. No.3. Cold
water ,. Mich. 

If you do not normally receive a 
program, write to Mrs, Lois Nach
man, secretary, 532 Western, Ink
ster, Mich. 

YOUTH. YOUNG ADULTS 
GIVE PANEL DISCUSSIONS 

During the year the Los Angeles, 
Calif., Youth and Young Adult Com
mittee, through the Southwestern 
States Area Teaching Committee, 
has been doing circuit teaching with 
panel discussion programs. An adult 
moderator always accompanies the 
panel and gives a brief introduction 
to the Faith. 

Panels have spoken in Las Vegas, 
Nev., and in Fresno, Escondido, and 
Altadena, Calif. 

To prepare the youth and young 
adults for circuit teaching, a two
hour study class has 'been held every 
Tuesday night. The attendance has 
averaged 15 to 20 each week, 

These study classes covered three 
phases: 

(I) The Advent of Divine Justice 
was studied during the first hour, 
During the second hour, five minute 
talks on the Faith were given by 
those present, The talks were re
corded on tape, and played back for 
constructive criticism. 

(2) A two-hour deepening class on 
The Promulgation oj Universal Peace 
was conducted, 

(3) A two-hour study class on the 
Covenant and Administration was 
given. The last class was devoted to 
a workshop with a mock Spiritual 
Assembly, with elections and the 

handling of various problems. 
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NAW-RUZ PUBLICITY PROCLAIMS 

THE RENEWAL OF RElIGION 

The Baha'i Press Service Commit
tee welcomes the opportunity to re
port on the publicity for the observ
ance of Naw-Ruz on March 21, 1957, 
received through the first week of 
April. 

Fifty-six communities in 23 states 
are represented in this report, which 
may be only one-third of the total 
number of localities gaining recog
nition from the press for this 
ce1ebration. 

It is interesting to find that many 
of the communities received public
ity on the Fast and the Intercalary 
Days as well. 

Following is the list of communities 
reporting: 

Alabama: Mobile received public
ity in the Beacon, a Negro news
paper. 

Arkansas: Little Rock and North 
Little Rock gave a dinner at the Hotel 
Lafayette, at which Rev. and Mrs. 
R. D. Adams of the First Presbyte
rian Church showed slides of their 
five-week tour of tb€ Middle East, 
and the chairman of the local Baha'i 
Assembly gave a brief talk on Naw~ 
Ruz. 

California: Anaheim held a public 
meeting in a Baha'i home. Beverly 
Hills received newspaper publicity, 
and ran an advertisement in the loca] 
newspaper. Escondido held a pot~ 

luck supper at a Baha'i home. Each 
guest was met at the door by a flower 
girl, who presented a rose bouton· 
niere as a Naw-Ruz greeting. The 12 
Baha'i principles were illustrated on 
a huge poster over the fireplace, 
showing a rising Sun with 12 different 
colored rays, each ray a principle. 
The names of the nine revealed re
ligions were below the horizon, indi
cating that the Baha'i Faith is the 
culmination of aU previous revealed 
religions. Music was provided during 
the evening. There were 55 adults 
and children attending this festivity. 
Fresno held a dinner at the El 
Rancho Hotel, followed by a public 
meeting at wbich Rhoderick W. De
laney, president of the Market Re
search Foundation, Inc., was the 
principal speaker. His topic was 
"Thoughts to Live By." Long Beach 
held a dish supper at Morgan Hall, 

followed by a talk on the Baha'i 
Peace Program by Mrs. Virginia 
Foster. Forty adults were present, of 
which 18 were non-Baha'is. Monterey 
Peninsula Herald carried publicity on 
a tea given at a Baha'i home in Car
mel. This was followed on the next 
evening with a meeting for worship. 
Redding had pUblicity in the Record 
Searchlight, and also carried an ad
vertisement on Naw~Ruz. Riverside 
held an open house at a Baha'i home. 
Sacramento and surrounding Baha'i 
communities held a meeting at a 
Baha'i home. 

Colorado: Colorado Springs and EI 
Paso county celebrated Naw-Riiz 
with a covered dish supper at Car
penter's Hall. This was followed by 
a public meeting on the significance 
of the spiritual springtime. 

Connecticut: Norwich featured a 
reading of the Baha'i Peace Pro
gram at a Baha'i home. 

Florida: Miami and the surround
ing communities served a supper to 
91 guests, about half being non
Baha'is, in a Baha'i home, followed 
by a talk on "What Does the Future 
Hold For Us?" Publicity appeared 
in the Miami Herald. 

Hawaii: Honolulu, Maui, and Kah· 
ului held a public meeting in a 
Baha'i home. 

Idaho: Ada County held a dinner 
meeting for Bah.f:t'is and their guests, 
with discussion and music. 

Illinois: Belleville held a celebra~ 

lion at the Melbourne Hotel in St. 
Louis. Decatur carried an advertise
ment in the Advertiser. Peoria ob-
served Naw-Ruz at sundo,,""l1 at the 
Baha'i Center with special services. 

Massachusetts: Attleboro held a 
meeting at a Baha'i home, with eight 
non~Baha'is and six Baha'is attend
ing. Colored slides of Haifa and the 
House of Worship were shown. The 
Att1eboro Sun ran a 22-inch story on 
Naw-Ruz and the Baha'i principles, 
with a picture of the Temple. Beverly 
held a meeting at the Beverly Cove 
Community Center, with a talk on 
"Guidance for Today." A. buffet 
luncheon was served at the close of 
the meeting. Palmer received pUblic
ity in the Journal-Register. Waltham 
ran an advertisement in the News-
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Tribune. Boston held a meeting at 
their Baha'i Center. 

lIiichigan: Ann Arbor and the 
Ypsilanti area celebrated the occa
sion at a Baha'i home in Dexter 
Township. A Persian dinner was 
served, followed by a film "Haifa 
A Name to Remember," and a talk 
on the meaning of Naw-Ruz. Inkster 
held a community dinner at a Baha'i 
home. Niles, with the Baha'is of 
South Bend, Ind., held a meeting at 
the YWCA in South Bend. 

Minnesota: Minneapolis held a 
public meeting at their Baha'i Cen
ter. st. Cloud ran a Naw-Ruz adver
tisement. Rochester celebrated their 
first Naw-Riiz observance with 15 
attending. 

Montana: Butte held a public 
meeting in a Baha'i home. 

Nevada: Las Vegas celebrated the 
Fast with a <!Kick-Off" breakfast at 
a Baha'i home. 

New Jersey: Montclair held a spe~ 
cial observance for Baha'is and 
friends. 

New York: Hamburg and Ham
burg Township held a public meet
ing with the theme "The New Look 
on Life." There was also a buffet 
supper for Baha'is and guests. 
Rochester gave a dinner at a Baha'i 
home. The previous Sunday there 
was a public meeting, with slides of 
the Temple and a talk on the mean
ing of Naw-Ruz. Each guest received 
a long-stemmed rose as a symbol of 
tbe New Year. 

North Carolina: Raleigh held a 
meeting in a Baha'i home. 

Ohio: Ashland also used a Baha'i 
home for a public meeting. 

Pennsylvania: Philadelphia spon
sored a meeting at the Baha'i Center. 

Utah: Logan gave a public meet~ 
ing, featuring slides of the Temple, 
and the Shrines in Haifa, a speaker, 
and music. 

Washington: Chelan received pub· 
!icity in the Chelan Valley Mirror. 
Seattle planned a round robin dinner 
with each course served at a dif
ferent home, and an exchange of 
gifts for the Intercalary Days observ
ance. Tacoma gave a public meet
ing in a Baha'i home. Eighteen were 
present, with six non-Baha'is. 

Wisconsin: Wauwatosa gave a pub
lic meeting at the Baha'i Center. 
Milwaukee also held a public meet
ing at their Baha'i Center. Racine 
received publicity in the JournaZ-
Times. 

-BAHA'i PRESS SERVICE 
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BALTIMORE FIRESIDE 
TECHNIQUE EXPLAINED 

In response to a letter from the 
National Spiritual Assembly asking 
for a description of the fireside 
teaching technique that has resulted 
in several recent enrollments in 
Baltimore, Md., the following ac
count has been received: 

Several months ago you asked that 
we send the techniques we use at 
the fireside, since we had two en
rollments las! year. The two that I 
have just sent in really make seven 
declarations that have been made 
from the firesides. Four came into 
our community, but three lived just 
outside the city limits and therefore 
came in through the Area Teaching 
Committee. 

The fireside is held at my apart
ment, but Bill Burgess of our com
munity comes over and we have it 
together. We are the only Baha'is 
present and we work like a team. 
The techniques we use are those 
that were in the insert of BAHA'i 
NEWS with a few additions which 
I am happy to pass on. 

We hold them regularly, every 
Friday night. We keep them small, 
not more than three contacts. We 
take a positive and prayerful at
titude, knowing that Bahii'u'Jlith will 
send us someone. The few times no 
one came are so few and far between 

I cannot remember. Sometimes I did 
not know the people who phoned and 
I invited; the chain of circumstances 
that they related of how they got 
my telephone number would sound 
fantastic to a non-believer, but we 
know it is Baha'u'llah's work. 

We prepare what points we want 
to cover but we make it conversa
tion, seemingly spontaneous. We 
have worked out our team work so 
well that it goes like a breeze. We 
do not make it too serious, We put a 
little humor in the conversation 
whenever appropriate. We laugh to
gether, we eat together (very simple 
refreshments). We talk with them of 
their hobbies, baseball, football etc., 
always coming back to the Faith. 

They themselves bring it back, but 
by this time they are relaxed and 
are drawn closer and they speak of 
the Faith from their hearts. 

While these are little techniques 
we use, we feel the real ftmdamental 
that has helped us is the fact that we 
love aUf contacts and let them feel 
the love and warmth. 

We try to create a loving, happy 
and enthusiastic atmosphere and be
fore long they say the cherished 
words: HI want to be a Baha'i." 

To close with a little statistical 
note, there have been 37 different 
people who have attended. Seven be
came Baha'is, or 20 per cent. 

-ALMA L. HEISE 

DALLAS SPONSORS 
STUDY OF RELIGIONS 
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The Bahit'is of Dallas and the Park 
Cities, Texas, are jointly sponsoring 
a ten-week series on "The Study of 
the World's Religions." The first 
meeting, held on March 15 in the 
Theology Department of Southern 
Methodist University, was an intro
duction to the series and a general 
presentation of the Baha'i concept 
of progressive revelation. There 
were 31 present; 17 of these were 
non-Baha'is who had not previously 
attended a Baha'i meeting. 

Due to an unforeseen problem, the 
meeting place was changed follow
ing the first meeting and the second 
week only 13 were present for the 
study of the Sabaean religion. The 
three non-Baha'is attending had also 
been to the previous meeting. On 
March 29 the Hindu religion was pre
sented to an audience of 27; 17 of 
this number were non-Baha'is. 

This type of meeting, to study the 
religions of the world, seems to be 
of particular interest to the public 
at this time. The audiences have 
been quite receptive and the discus
sion period following the various 
presentations very good. The re
mainder of the series will cover Zo
roastrianism, Judaism, Buddhism1 

Christianity, Islam, the Bahi religion 
and the Baha'i Faith. 

~hIy :successful World Religion Day meeting presented by the Durha.m, N.C., Bahi" group. attended by mOJ'e than 60 non
BalLi'is. 
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GREENSBORO YOUTH DAY 

PUBLICIZES FAITH 

The Youth Committee of the 
Baha'is of Greensboro, N. C., span· 
sored a World Youth Day meeting 
in the Civic Room of the O. Henry 
hotel on March 24. Twelve were pres
ent, with three races represented, 
Indian, Negro, and white. 

To break the initial self-conscious
ness, games were played, establish
ing a spirit of friendship that gave 
added value to the group discussion 
following the talk. 

The World Youth Day theme, "Di
vine Physician for an Afflicted 
World," was discussed by Glenn Mit
chell, a young Baha'i from Kingston, 
Jamaica, who is pioneering in Ral
eigh and attending Shaw University. 

The hotel was abuzz with talk 
about "those young people of differ
ent races meeting in the Civic 
Room." Getting this room for a 
mixed meeting was a triumph for the 
Greensboro community. 

If Baha'is of the North and West 
could imagine the stares that were 
evoked when the little group stepped 
out of the hotel when the meeting 
was over! People almost wrecked 
their cars upon seeing the attractive 
litUe Indian girl, dressed in her beau
tiful clothes, and the unimaginable 
thing of Negroes and whites acting 
like brothers, laughing and talking. 
It was a wonderful sight to see in 
this stronghold of the old South, al
ready tempered by the progressively 
greater influence of the six colleges 
within its limits, for Greensboro is 
far b€tter off than other cities where 
vicious prejudice is concerned. 

It seems that there's no better 
teaching medium than practicing 
Baha'i brotherhood, quietly and un
ashamedly, under the eyes of others 
in this darkened land. 

-F. KIMBALL KINNEY 

YOUTH COMMITTEE 

ACTIVE IN DAKOTAS 
The North Central States Area 

Youth Committee has been assisting 
the Area Teaching Committee with 
teaching activities in four areas of 
South Dakota and three areas of 
North Dakota. 

In the Black Hills, S. Dak., pamph
lets have been distributed and fire
sides are being held. The Youth 
Group of the Methodist Church in 
Piedmont has heard the Baha'i Mes-

sage through a contact made in this 
work. 

At Brookings, S. Dak., there are 
weekly firesides. The first public 
meeting held here attracted 19 peo
ple, representing every race. 

The Baha'i youth of Mitchell, S. 
Dak., have made contacts locally, 
and have distributed Baha'i litera
ture. They have presented a copy of 
Baha'u~Ucih and the New Era to the 
head of the Religion Department of 
Dakota Wesleyan College. 

Regular youth classes are held in 
Sioux Falls, S. Dak., each week, and 
the Baha'i youth have given litera~ 
ture to other localities in the state. 
These youths have also made circuit 
teaching trips to Mitchell and 
Brookings. 

In North Dakota, at Minot chil
dren's classes are held each Sunday. 
At Devil's Lake conditions for con~ 
tinuation of classes with the Indian 
children have been greatly im
proved. The Devil's Lake Baha'is 
have placed literature locally. and 
in Leeds, Knox, Rugby, Town·er, and 
Jamestown. Fargo held a World 
Youth Day program at the Baha'i 
Center. 

BAHA'iS SPEAK AT 

OHIO WESLEYAN UNIV_ 

The Religious Co-ordinator's Com~ 
mittee of Ohio Wesleyan University, 
Delaware, Ohio, sent an invitation to 
the National Spiritual Assembly for 
a Baha'i representative to speak on 
"Brotherhood" at the University 
Chapel service on February 27. 

The National Assembly informed 
the Columbus, Ohio, Local Spiritual 
Assembly, who contacted Richard 
Gay, the Religious Co-ordinator, for 
details of the program. 

Miss Beverley Bennett, a teacher 
in the experimental school at Ohio 
State University, consented to be the 
speaker, and five Baha'is from Co
lumbus were invited to accompany 
her to Ohio Wesleyan and sit with 
her on the stage. They included a 
Baha'i youth, an Ohio State Univer
sity student of Filipino and German 
parentage, a youth from iran, and a 
Negro and a white worn an. 

The audience included 1600 students 
and many faculty members. Mter the 
meeting closed, many students came 
to the platform to ask questions and 
request literature. Copies of What 
is a Baha'i? and One Universal Faith 
were distributed. 

PRESS SERVICE REQUESTS 
ADDRESSES OF PRESS REPS 

MAY 1957 

To local Spiritual Assemblies, 
groups, and isolated believers: 

Please appoint or re-appoint your 
Press Representatives for 1957-1958 
immediately. in order to be assured 
of future Press Service mailings. 

Isolated believers, upon request 
for our service, will be placed on the 
mailing list. 

Address all communications to 
Mrs. Dorothea Reed, secretary, 
Baha'i Press Service, 434 Thomas 
Avenue, Rochester 17, N. Y. 

AMERICAN INDIAN NEWS 
In a traditional Makah ceremony, 

the Indian name of Kleesi-oo~hocks 
was given to pioneer Mrs. Madelle 
Mudd by the chief of the Makah tribe 
at Neah Bay, Wash., on February 11. 
Only two other non-Indians have been 
so honored by the tribe. 

At the ceremony, Mrs. Mudd was 
given a document signed by the 
chief bearing these words: "I, Chief 
Moquinna, Jongie Claplanhoo, do 
honor my good friend Mrs. Modelle 
Mudd, for her constant show of ad
miration, love, and friendship to my 
people, the members of the Makah 
Tribe, by giving her an Indian name. 
Since coming to live among us she 
has striven, by her actions, to teach 
what my people have always known, 
that all men are brothers! It is my 
wish that she will always cherish 
this greatest of honors, which I, by 
the authority of my heritage bestow 
upon her. You win receive your 
name in solemn trust. You must 
strive to live up to and honor this 
name always. Because the Sun is the 
Great Lightgiver, it is in my heart to 
give you the name Kleesi-oo-hocks, 
First Rays of the New Sun. To you, 
Kleesi-oo-hocks, I, Moquinna, give 
my blessing. " 

Members of the Neah Bay Baha'i 
Group are Mr. and Mrs. Foster 
Mudd, pioneers, Mrs. Klara Tyler, 
and Nelson Greene (youth). They 
would welcome assistance from other 
pioneers. A doctor is greaUy needed 
on the Makah reservation. 

Details about the unique pioneering 
opportunity at Neah Bay may be had 
by writing to the American Indian 
Service Committee, Mrs. Nancy Phil
lips, secretary, 736 Encanto Drive, 
S.E., Phoenix, Ariz. 

-AM:IlUCA INDIAN 

SERVICE COMMIT'I'EE 
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COLlEGE ACTIVITIES 
A Baha'i youth at the University 

of Illinois, Champaign, was asked to 
speak about the Faith to a class on 
the Philosophy of World Religion. Al
though the presentation was sched
uled to last for a half-hour, a whole 
hour was spent discussing the Faith 
because of the numerous questions 
of the students. 

Moojan Khadem wrote of his ex
perience: HI never saw such an audi
ence in my life. They took notes of 
every word, and they were absorbing 
it like sponges, especially when the 
Baha'i view on miracles, resurrec
tion, and the Trinity were pre
sented. The interest was fantastic. 
I guess they were ready, because 
one whole semester they were dis
cussing religion, and so they were 
ready and confused." 

At Lincoln University, located in 
Lincoln University. Pa., Hormoz 
Sabet spoke to 52 ministerial stu· 
dents on the Baha'i Faith. He was 
one of four speaking on religions in 
genera1, and he was asked the ma~ 
jority of questions afterward. 

A symposium held at the Interna
tional Center on the University of 
Michigan campus at Ann Arbor, 
jointly sponsored by the Baha'i Stu
dent Group and the Ann Arbor 
Baha'i Community, attracted a ca~ 

pacity crowd. 
The theme, "Attitudes Toward 

World Peace," was developed by rep~ 
resentatives of six faiths: Buddhist, 
Hindu, Jewish, Christian, Muslim, 
and Baha'i. 

Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minn., 
a re co-sponsor s of a B aha' i elu b, 
established at the University of Min
nesota after almost two years of ef~ 
fort. A young Baha'i couple, John 
and Beverley Kolstoe, are students 
at the university this year, and 
through their efforts this club has 
become a reality. Mr. Kolstoe is the 
club's president. 

Cyrus Omidvaran and Farhang 
Roshan-Zamir were hosts at a Baha'i 
meeting at the Union Building of 
South. Dakota State College on Feb
ruary 28. Of 50 invitations sent out, 
14 responded, representing five 
races. The room, decorated by Far
hang, had cards lettered with the 
Baha'i principles, artistically ar
ranged with a large picture of the 
House of Worship. This meeting was 
reported by the college newspaper 
Collegian. 

WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 
Fourth Ye<lr - 1956--1957 

Annual Budget ........ $500,000.00 
Total Requirements: May 

1 to April 15 _ .. _. _ .. 478,400.00 
Total Contributions: May 

1 to April 15 .......... 311,820.00 

-NATIONAL SPffilTUAL AsSEMBLY 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
The Naw-Ruz observance at An

chorage, Alaska, featured colored 
slides of scenes of the B aha' i Shrines 
on Mt. Carmel and other places in 
the Holy Land, a short talk on the 
meaning of Naw-Ruz, and a dis
play of rare Persian antiques by a 
non-Baha'i, Mrs. Milan Elott of Fort 
Richardson. Mrs. Elott collected the 
antiques from 1951 to 1953 when she 
and her husband, a U. S. Army of
ficer, were stationed in trim. Nearly 
30 Baha'is and their guests. enjoyed 
the program. 

Flint, Mich., observed World Youth 
Day with a public meeting at the 
International Institute. John Nash 
spoke for the Baha'i Faith, and a 
non-Baha'i showed colored slides of 
France. 

The 12 children enrolled in the 
Baha'i Children's Class on Maui, 
T. H., have completed a study of the 
lives of the Messengers of God, and 
will next study the teachings which 
Baha'u'll.ih has revealed for today, 

A group of young people of the 
First Methodist Church of Riverside, 
Calif., who are studying Comparative 
Religion, invited a representative of 
the local Baha'i community to ex. 
plain the teachings of the Baha'i 
Faith to them. 

A panel discussion on "Death," at 
the Unitarian Hall in San Francisco, 
CaJif., attracted over 100 people, in· 
eluding 12 Baha'is. Arthur Dahl, Jr., 
offered the Baha'i assurance of life 
after death, in contrast to speakers 
representing other faiths who made 
no point of eternal life. 

The Unitarian Church of Santa 
Monica, Calif., jointly sponsored a 
public meeting in March in collabora~ 
tion with the American Association 
for United Nations, and the National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored Peoples. A Baha'i presided, 
and short talks were given by rep
resentatives of all three groups. 
Thirty-five attended, including 20 
non·Baha 'is. 
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New T ransla+ion Published 

of 'Abdu'I-Baha's Work 
The Secret of Divine Civilization. 
By 'Abdu'l-Baba .. Translated by Mar
zieh Gail. Introduction by Horace 
Holley. This work, written in 1875 
first published in English in London' 
1910, and in Chicago in 1918 unde; 
the title Mysterious Forces Of Civili
zation, is more accurately rendered 
in this new translation. Although this 
message was ignored by the rulers 
and people of Persia to whom it is 
addressed, it applies to the general 
state of modern civilization as a 
whole today. 'Abdu'l-Baha has em. 
ployed passages from the Qur'an on 
W:h.ich to establi.sh the spiritual sig
nifIcances of His theme. Since the 
Qur'Em is little known in the West 
these passages have an incidentai 
importance in making the Western 
reader more familiar with the Holy 
Book of the Arabic and Persian peo
ples at a, tim.e ~hen understanding 
of the Onent IS dlr-ely needed in Eu
rope and America. 

The book, handsomely printed and 
bound, is set in Fairfield type with 
Civilite initial letters, and has a twa. 
piece binding of natural linen and 
deep red, with gold stamping. The 
cloth is pyroxylin treated to resist 
moisture and soil. 

Per copy . . . . . . . . . . . $2.50 
Baha'i Answers. This pamphlet an
swers many of the questions most 
frequently asked about the Baha'i 
Faith, such as: What doe. the ward 
HBahd'i" mean? Is the Baha'i Faith 
essentially an oriental religion? 
What new teachings are found in the 
Baha'i Faith? Do the Baha'is believe 
in a life aiter death? In rein,.
carnation? 

There are nineteen questions in all 
briefly but clearly answered. ' 

This booklet, prepared in conven. 
ient pocket size for easy carrying or 
mailing, with an a ttr a ctive cover de
sign showing a portion of the Bahiti 
Temple deshtned by Wm. Musler 
should prov~ to be an excellent 
teaching and contact pamphlet for 
all Baha'is. 

Ten copies .................. $ .75 
100 copies .................... $6.00 

Pocket Calendar. This calendar, run
ning from May 1957 through April 



12 

1958, indicates all Feast and Holy 
Days, and is small enough to be in
serted in a billfold. 

Ten copies . _ ............. __ .$ .50 
25 copies ... _ ................ $1.00 

New Printing 
The Covenant and Adminstration. A 
Compilation of excerpts for use in 
Conference Institutes. A few changes 
and corrections have been made in 
this new printing. For those who may 
wish to correct old editions, please 
refer to pages 20 and 68. Covers are 
stamped in royal blue on grey gran
ite, 8'hx11. 

Per Copy .................... $1.00 

Suggestions for the Conduct of Insti· 
tutes on the Covenant and Adminis
tration. Originally prepared by the 
Projects Development Committee 
some years ago in mimeographed 
form, this four-page leaflet offers ex
cellent ideas for conducting effective 
institutes on this subject. Printed on 
colored stock. 8Jhxll. A copy is in
cluded free of charge with each edi
tion of The Covenant and Adminis
tTation, or can be purchased sep~ 

arately. 
Per copy .............. ___ ... $ .10 

Foreign Language Literature 
Baha'u'llah and the New Era (Japa. 
nese). A new translation imported 
from Japan, bound in cloth. 

Per copy .................... $2.00 

Baha'i Prayers (Japanese). A new 
translation, 60 pages, bound in blue 
paper. 

Per copy .................... $ .35 

Gleanings from the Writings of Da
ba'u'lhih (Italian). A small supply 

Alaska 

of this new attractive edition is avail
able, and more will be imported if 
there is sufficient demand. 

Per copy .. _ ................. $4.00 

Out of Print 
The Revelation of Bahci'u'llah. By 
Horace Holley. Reprint of the aims 
and purposes of the Faith which has 
appeared in successive volumes of 
The Baha'i World. 

Minimum Mail Order, $1.00 
Available from 

BAHA'i PUBLISHING TRUST 
110 Linden Avenue 

Wilmette, Illinois 

FEASTS 
May 17-'A.amat (Grandeur) 
June 5--Nur (Light) 

HOLY DAYS 
May 2-Twelfth day of Ri<,lvim 
May 23-Declaration of the Bitb 
May 29--Ascension of Baha'u'll.~h 

IIIIIIWIIIIIIU,IIIIIiIlIIIlIIlIl";IIIIIIIIII"IIIIIIIIIIII'IIIIIIIIIIII;;1I1I1IIIII'·:111I1I11J'IIIIIIII"11 

Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

Weekdays and Saturdays 
1:00 - 4:00 P.M. 
(Auditorium open) 

Sundays 
10:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. 
(Entire building open) 

Service of Worshi p 
Sundays 

3:30 P.M., lasting until 4:15 

BAHA'i DIRECTORY CHANGES 
ASSEMBLY SECRETARIES 

Michigan 

MAY 1957 

Fresno, California: Miss Joyce Helen 
Wilder to Mr. Robert L. Evans on 
March 13, 1957, 

Madison, Wisconsin: Miss Judith Gale 
Lukeman to Mr. Freydoun J avid on 
February 27, 1957. 

Seattle, Washlngton: Miss Marjode O. 
Wheeler to Mr. Kenneth M. BDvee on 
March 20. 1957. 

Mr. Lester C. Ra msdell 
Marysville, Washington 
February. 1957 

Miss Alyce Palmer 
Union City, New Jersey 
February 3, 1957 

Miss A. ZeUa Smull 
Davenport, Iowa 
March 7. 1957 

Mrs. Edith Chapman 
Kansas City. Missouri 
March 10, 1957 

Mr. George S. Frain 
Northport, Alabama 
March 16, 1957 

Mrs. Corinne Erickson 
LaCreseenta, California 
March 16, 1957 

Mr. Alfred Taylor 
Wilmington, Delaware 
March 16. 1957 

Dr. Mary E. Ketcham 
Holly Hill, Florida 
March lB, 1957 

Mrs. Beatrice McLin 
Chicago, Il1inois 
March 18, 1957 

Mrs E. Grace Cunningham 
Los Angeles, California 
March 19, 1957 

Mrs. Emma Cummings 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
March 23, 1957 

Tanana Valley: Mrs. Mable Amidon, Secy/pro tern, 219 5th 
Ave., Hamilton Acres, Fairbanks 

Detroit: Mr. Samuel H. Clark, 12951 Stahelin, z,23 

Florida 
Dade County: Mrs. Zilpha Sawyer, 2400 Golden Glade Drive, 
Opa Locka 

New Jersey 
Teaneck: Mrs, Pearl Hafez, clo Evergreen Cabin, 126 Ever· 
green Pla~e, West Englewood 

BAHA'i NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
ourrent activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the lirst day of the month 
preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'f NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1956-57: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Miss 
Charlotte Linfoot, Mr. Richard C. Thomas. 
Editorial Office: 110 linden Avenue, Wilmette, IllinDis, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. Illinois, U.S.A. 
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"Dullllnescllpable, Pllfllmount Responsibilities" 
Message From the Guardian 

Assembly's dual inescapable. paramount responsibilities (for) current year 
(are to) ensure expan,ion (and) consolidation (of the) homelront (and the) 
rapid multiplication (of) pioneers abroad (to) reinforce Latin American, 
African, European (and) Pacific campaigns (of) World Crusade. Fervently 
supplicating signal success (in) fu1fillment dearest hopes. 

Cable received May 7, 1957 

Beloved Friends: 

-SHOGHI 

In this post-Convention message addresed to the National Spiritual Assem
bly the beloved Guardian concentrates upon two "inescapable, paramoWlt 
responsibilities" of the majestic import of his Convention Message. Let us 
ponder that message in the light of this later cable. 

The various tasks listed in Shoghi Effendi's Convention Message are dis
cussed. elsewhere in this issue of BAHA'i NEWS. 

The whole impact of our collective undertakings this year is tremendous, 
and their importance must be taken to heart and fulfilled in heroic sacrifice 
and action. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

Balustrade for balconies of IntematiotLal Archives Bui1dilt.g. 

JUNE 1957 

A Thrice Blessed 
World Crusade 

1957-1958 
Dear Baha'i Friends: 

The National Convention held this 
year assembled 967 Baha'is, and con
centrated their serious and reverent 
attention on the beloved Guardian's 
Convention Message, a copy of which 
went to every believer with the May 
issue of BAHA'i NEWS. The unity of 
spirit, the maturity of understanding, 
and the stirring response evidenced 
to Shoghi Effendi's appeal made this 
Convention a potent instrument for 
a rousing the en tire Am erican Baha'i 
Community to achieve its hi.storic 
mission during the current year. 

What is this historic mission? The 
Guardian's Message challenges us to 
carry out the followine: tasks: 

L The rededication of the indivi· 
dual believers. 

2. Proclamation of the Faith to 
the multitudes. 

3. Resettlement of any virgin ter
ritories which pioneers have been 
obliged to abandon. 

4. Opening up the three remaining 
islands assigned to the United States 
-Spitzbergen, Hainan, and Sakhalin. 

5. Settlement of One Baha'I in 
each Soviet Republic on the Euro
pean continent: Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania, White Russia, Moldavia 
and Ukraine. (Some of these areas 
have been assigned to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Persia, some 
to the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Germany and Austria, and some 
to the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Scandanavia and Finland. However? 
American Baha'is are called upon 
to assist in this project as a task of 
utmost importance.) 

6. Settlement of the Soviet satel· 
lites: Mongolia, Albania, Roumania. 

7. Settlement of the two islands 
in the Soviet orbit assigned to the 
Nation al Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States: Sakhalin and Hainan. 

8. The broadening and consolida· 
ting of the foundations of the newly· 
emerged National and regional Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies. 

9. Safeguarding the status of all 
established local Spiritual Assem-
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bJies and increasing the number of 
As sem blies. 

10. Multiplication of the number of 
local groups and isolated centers. 

lL Acquisition of the two remain~ 
ing I:Ia~iratn'l-Quds: Lisbon and 
Caracas. 

12. Acquisition of the two remain· 
ing endowments: Peru and Portugal. 

13. Acquisition of the remaining 
Temple site: Stockholm. 

14. Translation and publication of 
the remaining languages listed in the 
Ten Year Plan: some Latin Ameri
can Indian languages, and Lapp in 
Europe. 

15. Making an immediate begin
ning on the construction of the Hom e 
for the Aged. 

16. Expediting the incorporation of 
local and newly formed National 
Spiritual Assemblies. 

17. Assisting in the establishment 
of the Baha', Publishing Trust in Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil. 

18. Obtaining the rigbt to conduct 
legal Baha'i marriages by an in· 
creasing number of local Assemblies. 

19. Increasing the number of pub· 
lie schools recognizing Bah.a'i Holy 
Days. 

20. Contributing to the cost of con
structing the Baha'i Temples in Syd
ney, Australia; Frankfurt, Germany; 
and Kampala, Uganda. 

21. Deepening the Baha'is on the 
home front, expanding the number 
of individual believers, and consoli
dating the local institutions in order 
to provide a larger reservoir for the 
World Crusade. 

Beloved Friends! To appreciate 
the vital urgency of achieving these 
tasks we must, as individuals, as 
local groups and communities, and 
as committees, study and meditate 
On the Guardian's Convention Mes
sage as a whole, recalling that this 
same Message was sent to all na
tional conventions throughout the 
world. The above list of tasks repre
sents those particularly related to 
the United States. This Message, in
cidentally, presents a most signifi
cant summary of the decline of Ule 
old order amids t afflictive disturb
ances and the rise of the Order of 
Baha'u'lhlh. 

Our tasks for 1957-1958 fall into 
several classifications: individual re
generation, which each Baha'i must 
undertake with God's help for him
self by prayer. meditation, and 
whole-hearted service to the Faith; 
proclamation of the Faith to the mul-

ti(udes, a collective task with which 
the National Spiritual Assembly and 
many of its national committees are 
deeply concerned; pioneer settle
ments and consolidation of the fatm. 
dations of the nine new National Spir
itual Assemblies, a task primarily 
resting upon the Intercontinental 
Teaching Committees functioning in 
the Western Hemisphere. in Western 
Europe, in Africa and in Asia.; settle
ment of Soviet Repubtics and satel
lites, a project involving special con
ditions and one which the National 
Spiritnal Assembly will directly su
pervise; tasks related to the home 
front, the special responsibility of the 
National and Area Teaching Com· 
mittees, the American Indian Service 
Committee and the Baha'i Interracial 
Committee, with the assistance of 
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the National Spiritual Assembly in 
devising special homefront cam
paigns and materials; contributing 
to the cost of three Temples, a task 
which can only be performed as 
American Baha'is support the Na
tional FWld. Indeed, as the Guardian 
pOinted out years ago, the National 
Fund is the "life blood" of all our 
national institutions and enterprises, 
and the means by which the indivi
dual Baha'i can measure his own. de· 
votion to the Faith of Baha'u'llah. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
asks for intensive study of the two 
homefront campaigns presented 
elsewhere in this issue of BAHA'i 
NEWS. 

Why has the Guardian termed this 
a "thrice blessed Crusade?" The 
National Spiritual Assembly under. 

New door for the Shrine of Bab.i.'u'Uih In Babji. Beyond this" 
door, beneath the floor, the Roll of Honor of the KnIghts or 

Bahi.'u'llolh will be placed. 
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stands this term to refer to the bless
ing conferred by the Master in re
vealing the Tablets of the Divine 
Plan, and to the blessings received 
by association with the JUbilee of 
the Birthofthe Mission of Bab;i'u'lliili 
in 1953 and with the Great Jubilee 
to be c-elebrated in 1963 when the 
Crusade attains its consummation in 
Baglldad. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMELY 

The Conference of Badasht 
In accordance with a Convention 

recommendation, the National Spir
itual Assembly makes the following 
brief ref~rence to the Conference of 
Badai!l>t in order to explain the 
Guardian's allusion to the Conference 
in his Convention Message: 

"I appeal ... for the purification, 
the unification, and the spiritualiza
tion of a morally and spiritually 
bankrupt society, noW hovering on 
the brink of self-destruction, for a 
renewed dedication . _ . on the part 
of the entire company of my spirit. 
ual brethren ... a dedication remi
niscent of the pledges which the 
Dawn-breakers of an earlier Apo
stolic Age, assembled in conference 
at Badag,t . . . willingly and sol
emnly made for the prosecution of 
the collective task with which they 
were confronted." 

The Guardian's description of the 
Conference will be found on pages 
31-34 of Goa. Passes By. 

Badai!l>t was located on the border 
of Mazindaran. The Conference was 
held dnring the early days of the 
inca rcera tion of the Babin the for
tress of Chihriq. "The primary pur
pose of that gathering was to im
plement the revelation of the Bayan 
by a sudden, a complete and dra
matic break with the past-with its 
order, its ecclesiasticism, its tradi
tions. and ceremonials." In the ham
let of Bada!illt Baba'u'llah rented 
three gardens, one assigned to Qud
dus, another to T arurih, the third 
reserved for Himself. Eighty-one 
disciples of the Bab assembled as the 
guests of Baha'u'llith. The climax of 
the conference was the action of 
Tarurih in divesting herself of the 
traditional veil worn by the women 
of Islam and proclaiming the inau
guration of a new Dispensation. '(The 
call she sounded was the death-knell 
of the twelve hundred year old law 
of Islam." 

-NAl1ONAL SPIRlT'UAL ASSEMBLY 
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First Baha.'i Voop or St. Georges, Grenada, WiDdward IslaDds. 

A Teaching Campaign 
to Revitalize 

the Home Community 
The First Step 

Beloved Friends: 
American Baha'is will be startled 

to learn that Marcus Bach, author 
of The Circle of Faith and several 
other studies in current religions, 
has written an article entitled "Ba
ha 'j: A Second Look," which ap
peared in the Christian Century 
magazine of April 10, 1957. The Na
tional Spiritual Assembly is reliably 
informed that this article is the most 
effective publicity about the Faith 
yet seen, by an outstanding univer~ 
sity educator in touch with develop
ments in the religious field. 

Appreciating the possibilities of 
wide use of the Bach article, and 
realizing the need of a strong teach
ing impetus throughout the home 
front, the National Assembly has 
authorized the Bah';' '; Publishing 
Trust to order a large quantity of 
reprints. A reprint is enclosed with 
this issue of BAHA'i NEWS sent to 
every American believer, with a 
large supply on reserve for purchase 
by individual friends and local com
munities to hand or mail to their 
Christian friends and contracts. 

What the National Spiritual Assem
bly proposes is nation-wide partici
pation in a simple yet effective teach-

ing plan as the first step in a de
termined effort to revitalize the home 
community. Therefore the friends 
are urged to send the Publishing 
Trust immediate orders for good 
quantities of the Christian Century 
reprint in order that tens of thous
ands of Christi ans may receive this 
challenging statement by the emi
nent Marcus Bach. The Christian 
Century itself is regarded as the ex
pression of liberal Christianity and 
is read by leaders in all sects. 

It should be noted that all copies 
of the reprint distributed, whether 
by individual believers or by local 
Assem blies, should carry the identi
fication of the donor in order to as
sure that interested inquires can be 
duly handled. 

The cost of the reprint is exceed
ingly low. The Publishing Trust sup
plies it in quantities of 25 at $1.00, 
and in quantities of 100 at $3.00, 500 
for $12.00. 

The most convenient and helpful 
Baha 'f reply to the vital question 
raised by Marcus Bacb in his article 
is the use of the Baha'i pamphlet 
The Lord of the New Age. This offers 
the friends an ideal follow-up to the 
reprint, and in ordering the reprints 
the individual believer and the local 
Assembly should also order a good 
supply of The Lora. of the New Age. 
This item is supplied by the Publish
ing Trust at the yery moderate cost 
of 20 copies for $1.00, or 100 cop;"s 
for $4.50. 
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Group attending a. pu.bUc meeting at Ute SaD Salvado:r, EJ Salvador, 
Ba.ha.'j Center during a two-day teaching conference held on 

Ja.nuary 12-13, 195'7. 

As this teaching campaign devel· 
ops there will be other featured Ba
ha'! material for effective contact 
and fireside use. The new pamphlet 
Baha'i AnsweTs has an unlimited 
field of service, and soon we will 
have a portfolio of Temple photo
graphs, which makes an impressive 
gift to an editor, a radio or TV pro
gram director. or to a library. 

The hour is urgent. The Bach arti
cle is a providential contact with 
Christians. United action assures the 
revitalization of the Baha'i commu
nity, The National Spiritual Assem
bly presents this matter with a 
prayerful appeal that it will galva
nize even the most timid or inexperi
enced believer to action, and that we 
will find cause for national rej oicing 
in the results. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

National Teathing Campaign 
on Promotion of Townshend Book 

"Christ and Baha'u'IIah" 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

has been directed by the beloved 
Guardian to make Christ and 
Bahci'u'l!tih by George Townshend 
the "basis of a very active teaching 
campaign." From a letter written on 
behalf of the Guardian by the Assist
ant Secretary dated April 19, 1957, 
the following excerpts are quoted ~ 

"The beloved Guardian has been 
very impressed with the latest book 
written by our dear departed co
worker, George Townshend, Christ 
and Bahd'u'lldh. 

"This book outlines clearly the re
lationship of Christ and Baha'u'llah, 
and presents the manner in which 
the Baha'is are setting up the King
dom of God for which the Christians 
are praying. 

"It is challenging, and surely will 
affect many religious leaders. 

"The Guardian feels your Assem
bly should make this book the basis 
of a very active teaching campaign." 

After consultation on this important 
directive, the National Spiritual As
sembly has adopted plans involving: 
distribution of copies directly by the 
National Assembly to a large num
ber of representative Christian 
clergy of various denominations; ef
forts t.J obtain publicity and book re
views; advertising the book in a 
leading Christian weekly magazine, 

Believers are requested to send to 
our National Headquarters the 
names and addresses of church lead
ers who they feel should be included 
in the National Spiritual Assembly 
distribution. 

Other assistance needed in this 
campaign is the placing of a copy 
in the local library by individual be
lievers, groups or committees, and 
the widespread use of Christ and 
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Baha~1tJHah in Baha'i study classes 
and as material for public teaching. 

The vital importance of Mr. Town
shend's book is as an exposition 
of the Faith which answers the ques
tions raised by the prophecies of the 
Old and New Testaments. 

The distribution of the book to 
clergy at this time is undertaken 
solely by the National Spiritual As
sembly. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Contacts with Visitors 
from Other Countries 

In the November 1956 BAHA'i NEWS 
(page 2) the National Spiritual As
sembly published certain paragraphs 
of a letter written on behalf of the 
Guardian by his Secretary on July 19, 
1956, calling upon the American 
Baha'i to give more attention to the 
matter of making contacts with mi
norities in the United States. 

In light of the Guardian's Conven
tion Message, which emphasizes the 
all,important task of broadening and 
consolidating the foundations of the 
newly-emerged national and regional 
assemblies as well as for "accelera
tion in the process of individual con
version," the instructions of the 
Guardian in the letter referred to 
above take on even greater signifi
cance. 

"A great impetus could be lent to 
the work in the European countries, 
in certain far-eastern areas, and in 
Latin America," he says, jjif the 
Baha'is residing in the big cities and 
university towns would make a de· 
termined and sufficient effort to ex .. 
tend friendship and hospitality to 
students and nationals from countries 
where the Baha tis are struggling so 
hard to establish the Faith, They 
would not only have the possibility ot 
making more local believers, but 
they would also increase the mem
bership of communities abroad, by 
sending back Bahitis from the United 
States .... " 

In accordance with the Guardian's 
instructions contained in the same 
letter, the National Spiritual As
sembly appointed a special commit
tee to survey the possibilities and to 
make recommendations as to how the 
American Baha'i community can ap-
ply this directive_ The report of the 
committee has been studied and the 
National Spiritual Assembly now 
takes this means of conveying its 
suggestions to the beHevers. 



These suggestions are by no means 
the only ways in which this important 
work may be carried forward, but 
they provide a starting point and the 
National Spiritual Assembly hopes 
that as the communities develop lo
cal plans and gain experience in this 
type of teaching they will send their 
reports to be shared with all the 
Baha'is through BAHA'i NEWS. 

From the survey of the special 
committee we quote the following 
comments and recommendations: 

"The number of foreign students in 
this COWltry runs into the tens of 
thousands. Many of them are be
friended by Baha'is. At most of our 
larger universities the Baha'is make 
every effort to work with these mi· 
norities, but there must be thousands 
more- who' could be reached-- 'if we 
make the ellort. 

I'How does one get to know foreign 
students? Sometimes a university 
will have a dean, or a counselor, of 
foreign students who is usually only 
too happy to have others help him 
with this concern for the visitors. Or 
there may be a local organization, 
such as the YWCA or the YMCA, a 
service group, or perhaps one spon
sored by one or more churches, in 
charge of placing foreign students in 
American homes. If there are these 
opportunities. the BaM'is should l<!t 
it be known that they are eager to 
cooperate. It is important to make it 
clear that our interest is genuine and 
personal, and not primarily to pros~ 
elytize. 

"If there is no person or organiza
tion to help foreign students at a 
university, or at a near-by Army or 
Air Force base, here is a wonderful 
opportunity for the Baha'is to organ~ 
ize a service committee. 

I'What can you do with foreign stu
dents? Above all, give them or show 
them family life. You can, and you 
should be, their family away from 
home. Invite them to informal meals 
(include the children) and visit them 
afterwards. Show them places of lo
calor historical interest ~ take them 
to visit a farm or a school. These 
things are far more interesting than 
a conducted tour. 

"Always be guid.,d by their reac
tions and by what they say as to 
how you can show your friendship or 
what to'dowith them. Simple things 
like finding a doctor Or a dentist, 
getting proper clothing for winter, 
finding the foods they are used to, or 
finding a tutor for English-all offer 
opportunities to show real interest 
and concern. 

HAnd finally, ask them to speak 
at a fireside or other Baha'i gather
ing about their country, their faith. It 
will be interesting to the friends and 
gratifying to them to be asked. Do 
not exert pressure toward getting 
them to attend study classes unless 
they express interest." 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
strongly recommends that youth 
members of the community, or even 
youth contacts, make friends with 
these visitors; also that every effort 

Baha'i meeting at Macau, China, on March 31, 195'7, a.t the home of Ca.rl Scherer. 
member of the AuxllIa.ry Board 01 the Hands of the Cause. 
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be made to keep in touch with them 
as they move about within the 
country by putting them in touch 
with other believers who might fol
low up the interest that has been 
created. Make real friends of them? 
and encourage them to include a 
fellow student or national in what~ 
ever plans are made for them from 
time to time. 

Another suggestion for communi
ties in cities where there are foreign 
consulates is to offer the assistance 
of the Baha'is to entertain for a few 
hours individual members of groups 
of visitors who come to this country 
from time to time for study purposes. 
Experience has shown that this is a 
service that is greatly welcomed both 
by those responsible for planning the 
programs for these people (particu
larly over weekendsl, and by the vis
itors themselves, who may have few 
opportunities in their crowded sched
ules to observe American family life. 

Dear friends: These are but a few 
first suggestions as to how we can 
not only befriend and serve these vis
itors who, as our Guardian says, 
" . . . are invariably lonely, and 
often respond to kindness much more 
quickly than the well-established ma
jority of the population," but 
through whom we may be of inesti
mable assistance to the pioneers. 

In the words of the survey com
mittee: "Think: what it must mean 
to a pioneer to find a friend among 
the native population, SOmeone who 
has been with the Baha'is in this 
country whil., he was a student at 
one of our universities, or a visitor 
on some special study. It would be 
wonderful, of course, if the visitor 
could go home a Baha'i, but there 
may be very good reasons why he 
does not, or cannot, declare himself 
here. But even as 'a friend of the 
Cause' he will be able to open doors 
for the pioneer that otherwise might 
remain shut." 

-NATIONAL SPntrruAL A1!!.sEMBLY 

Removed from 
Membership 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has found it necessary to remove Mr. 
Calvin C. Steinmetz from member
ship in the Baha'i community. This 
action deprives him of his voting 
rights, participation in Nineteen Day 
Feasts, and other activities reserved 
for Baha'is. 

- NATIONAL SPIRITU AL ASSEMBLY 
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"The historic moment has ar
rived!" With these words, and the 
reading of the Tablets of Visitation 
revealed by Bahil'u'llith and 'Abdu']
Bahit. Paul E. Haney. Hand of the 
Cause of God, opened the first Alas
kan Convention in Anchorage on 
April 22. 1957. 

With 100% representation of dele
gates, the Con yen tion got under way 
with the election of permanent con
vention officers. Mr. Robert E. Maul 
was elected chairman and Mrs. Rose 
Perkal Yarno, secretary. 

First National SpirUnaJ Assembly of the BahA'is of Alaska. formed 
durl.ng Ridvan 1957. 

The first thing on the agenda was 
the reading of the Convention Mes
sage from the beloved Guardian to 
the Alaskan Baha'is, by Mr. Haney. 
Discussion of this letter was taken 
up throughout the three-day Conven
tion. The long Convention Letter was 
also read. 

Enope 
NATIONAL ENDOWMENT 
FOR FRANCE ACQUIRED 

Exciting news for all Baha'is is the 
accomplishment of one of the French 
goals of the Ten-Year Crusade. On 
March 2. 1957, a beautiful tract of 
wooded land was purchased to serve 
as the Baha'i National Endowment 
for France. 

The French Endowment is located 
in Normandy, in the Department of 
Orne, about six kilometers from the 
town of Le Theil sur Huisne. 

An irregular rectangle of land, the 
property is situated in a lovely green 
and rolling countryside of farms and 
forests. Lying atop a small plateau, 
it overlooks a shallow valley. 

The achievement of this goal was 
made possible through the generous 
contributions of Mrs. Amelia Collins, 
Hand of the Cause, and a Persian 
Baha'i pioneer to France. 

After signing of the contract, the 
special committee of the Paris As· 
sembly char~ed with the execution 
of the purchase of the Endowment 
visited the property. In a small clear
ing of a grove of trees, the group 
sat on the trunk of a felled pine tree 

for a brief service of dedication. 
Three prayers of praise were read, 

followed by the reading of "From 
the sweet-scented streams . . . ,It 

"Blessed is the spot ... ," and the 
prayer from the "Tablets of the Di. 
vine Plan," "0 Thou incomparable 
God!" It was a deeply moving ex· 
perience, and each one fervently 
hoped that this beautiful spot would. 
in the yeal's to come, be a rallying 
point for a strong French Baha'i 
Community. 

-EUROPEAN TEACIDNG COMMITTEE 

There were many greetings re
ceived and read. A cablegram from 
Honor Kempton, first Baha'i to settle 
in Alaska, was received from 
Switzerland, A letter from the Auxi· 
liary Board member, Florence May· 
berry, was read and tears of joy 
shown in the eyes of all present when 
she wrote: "The prayers that I shall 
be saying will have a special pa
tency, not due to the one who will 

Two views of the National EndoW1l'leni of France, purchased on March 2, 1957. a 
beautiful tract of wooded land in Normandy about 170 kilometers from Paris. 
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be saying them, but the Holy grounds 
on which they will be uttered, as I 
shall arrive in the Holy Land on 
April 22, 1957." This was the very 
day that our Convention opened and 
throughout the three days there pre· 
vailed a great spiritual force that 
was felt by all. She referred to the 
Alaskan Baha'is as "the Northern 
Lights of Baha'u'lhlh." 

As the time drew near for the elec· 
tion of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Alaska, Mr. Haney said 
"The mysterious process of Baha'i 
elections constitute worship in the 
real sen:::e of the word." He also said, 
HAn event is about to take place in 
this room, the significance of which 
no one of us can fully understand ... 
only the Guardian can grasp its full 
significance! t, 

After reading words from the be
loved Guardian, Mr. Haney called 
for absolute silence. Upon completion 
of the reading of two prayers, the 
roll call of delegates took place. 

The newly elected National Spir
itual Assembly and its officers are 
as follows: Robert E. Maul, chairman; 
Howard J. Brown, vice-chairman; 
Evelyn Huffman. secretary; Kathy 
Rodgers, recording secretary; and 
Lois K. Lee, treasurer. Other mem
bers are: WaIT-en H. Rodgers, Janet 
Stout, Verne Stout, and Rose Perkal 
Yarna. 

Regarding the teaching problems 
of the Native Peoples, the following 
are quotations from the various pi
oneers and the first Indians to em-

brace the Faith: 
Frances Wells, pioneer at Barrow: 

"According to an Alaskan Native 
School teacher, the Barrow people 
have come up from the Stone Age 
to the Jet Age within 50 years." 

Bernard Blumenstein, pioneer at 
Nome: ""What we need is more pi
oneers to go out into the field and 
'live the life.' " 

Elaine Caldwell, pioneer at Una
laska: "When teaching by word of 
mouth we don't get very far; living 
the life is the best teacher. JP 

Joyce Combs, first Indian believer 
in the Territory: "This Faith is for 
our people-we have been looking 
for it and need itl" 

Mrs. Joyce Baldwin, Tsinshian 
Tribe: "Our people are united in 
race, disunited in feelings~when you 
teach, teach from your heart; our 
people know when you are sincere." 

Bernard Guhrke, pioneer at Ko· 
diak: "I'm sure that Kodiak has a 
great future, but we must proceed 
with caution." 

Maude Hartline, pioneer at Juneau: 
"The only way you can contact peo
ple is to work with them-meet 
them as friends first." 

Highlight of the Convention was 
when Paul Haney, acting as the 
Guardian's personal representative, 
annointed all present with attar of 
roses. The children were annointed 
during the noontime recess and the 
adults in the evening after the elec· 
tion of the National Spiritual Assem-
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bly. At that time many wonderful 
gifts were presented to the National 
Spiritual Assembly, including two 
beautifully bound volumes of pic
tures from the Guardian. 

There were two public meetings 
held during Convention: one, the Ba
ha'i Congress, held Sunday night 
preceding the opening, drew a crowd 
of 87 people. Mr. Verne Stout was 
chairman, with Mr. Paul Haney as 
speaker, The second public meeting 
was the Feast of Ridvim. Mrs. Ev
elyn Huffman and Mrs. Lea Brown 
were on the program with Mr. 
Haney. Refreshments were served 
by the women of the Anchorage area. 

Average attendance throughout the 
Convention was 66. 

Referring to the Six-Year Plan 
that lies ahead for the newly formed 
National Spiritual Assembly, Mr. 
Haney said: "What has been done in 
the past four years is just plain im
possible, but it has been done be· 
cause of the Guardian. The same 
will be true with the next six years 
-what the beloved Guardian has set 
for our goal will be accomplished! 

It was apparent that those assem
bled left the first National Conven
tion of Alaska with renewed spirit 
and energy, and that everyone re
turned to their respective homes 
with one objective foremost in their 
minds, to rededicate their lives to 
the teaching of the Cause of Bah;,
'u'llah. 

-KATHY RODGERS 

Convention ReporteT 

Bahi'is at.tending the First NIl1tonal Convention of the Baha.'is of Alaska, held April 22-24 at Anchorage. 
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Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, 
Paragllay, Urugllay 

FORM NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

IN BUENOS AIRES 

The first historic Convention of the 
five countries of Argentina, Bolivia, 
Chile, Paraguay, and Uruguay was 
held April 22, 23, 24 in the beautiful 
Alvear Palace Hotel, having a pano
ramic view of Buenos Aires. 

Two days of Pre-Convention School 
(April 20, 21) preceded the Conven
tion with the study of the Iqan, Ba
ha'i Administration with emphasis 
on the internal functioning of a Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, as well as 
in spiring talks by the distinguished 
representative of the Guardian and 
Hand of the Cause, Dr. 'Ali Muham
mad Varqa and by Mrs. Mar·gery 
McCormick, representative of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States. On the evening of 
April 19, aU delegates and visitors 
were guests at a tea reception held 
in the J;la~iratu'l-Quds. 

Since space would not permit a 
detailed report of this historic Con
vention, a resume of the distinctive 
events follows. 

Baha'i history will record the first 
pilgrimage of the believers of the 
five countries accompanying the 
Hand of the Cause, Dr. Varqa, to the 
Tomb of May Maxwell "living in sol
itary glory in the southern outpost 
of the Western Hemisphere," whose 
Tomb, as promised by Shoghi Effendi 
"will become the historic center of 
pioneer Baha'i activity." The event 
took place on the first day of Ric;lvim 
April 21, as the friends gathered in 
the tranquil cem-etery outside the vil
lage of Quilmes to pay homage to 
the radiant martyr who fills a spe
cial niche in the hearts of all South 
American believers. 

The "Tablet of Visitation" was 
chanted in Persian by the Hand of 
the Cause, followed by its recitation 
for the first time In the Spanish 
language at this sacred spot. 

Mrs. Margery McCormick placed 
rose petals from the Threshold of 
the Tomb of Baha'u'Uah in front of 
the winged Monument. 

A bouquet of the most fr agran t 
flowers obtainable (carnations) was 
placed in the name of May Maxwell's 
beloved daughter, RuhiyyihKh~mum. 
The fragrance and beauty of banked 
flowers lovingly arranged by the 
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Alaskan youth present at the First National CODl'ention of the Baha ~is of A)aska, 
with Paul E. Ha.ney, Hand of the Cause. 

friends, birds singing their praises, 
a vibrating atmosphere of intense 
peace, the abiding sense of the pres
ence of May Maxwell and her co
horts in the Supreme Concourse com
bined to make this an unforgettable 
shared experience. Without doubt, 
the high inspiration and success of 
the Convention can be greatly attrib
uted to this united pilgrimage. 

Unforgettable, too, will be the joy
ous RiQ.van Festival, held on the eve
ning of April 21, as Dr. Varqa gave 
a new awareness of the meaning of 
this sacred festival, recalling the 
first RiQ-van when the great Declara
tion was made, and the annual cel
ebration of this event as the only 
holy period in which Baha'i forces 
are united in formulating plans for 
action in the year ahead. 

The recorded divine voice of the 
"star servant," Martha Root, re
cited in clear ringing tones the 
"Tablet of Ahmad," spoke of the 
RiQ.van, gave a farewell exhortation 
to teach the Cause unceasingly, 
closed with the Greatest Name with 
such poignancy and power that all 
felt this ever-living heroine and 
"Pride of Baha'i Teachers" in our 
midst. 

To each of the National J:Ia?iratu'l
Quds, the Paraguayan friends pre
sented a Ric;lvan gift of framed del
icate native nanduti lace with an in
scription of love "that our hearts 
are woven together as in a delicate 
filigree of exquisite lace." 

The Convention was officially 
opened April 22 by Mrs. Margery 

McCormick in her capacity as rep
resentative of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the United States. She 
focussed attention on the institutions 
of the World Order of Baha'u'llah. 

"The Crusades of the Middle Ages 
had as their goal the conquering of 
cities of brick, stone and mortar; 
our purpose in the Global Crusade is 
to conquer the cities of men's hearts. 
What is the World Order of Baha
'u 'Hili? The Guardian has defined it 
as the sum total of all the institutions 
revealed by Baha 'u'Uah, through 
which the spirit of Baha'u'llah works 
and flows forth regenerating all man
kind, bringing not only individual sal
vation but social salvation to all the 
human race." 

Then the Hand of the Cause, Dr. 
Varqa, lighted a candle from the 
Tomb of Baha'u'llah, symbolically 
sheddin'g illumination on the assem
blage during the election of the Con
vention officers. 

This was followed by the anointing 
of the friends by Dr. Varqa, using 
four flasks of attar of roses sent by 
the beloved Guardian for this pur
pose. Dr. Varqa then read the Guard
ian's Convention Message to the four 
Latin-American Conventions. 

The friends listened joyously to the 
congratulatory messages received 
from the American Hands of the 
Cause, the 15 National Spiritual As
semblies, the Western Hemisphere 
Teaching Committee, the Local Spir
itual Assemblies of Paris, France; 
Anchorage, A1aska~ Bahia, Brazil; 
from the pioneer in the island of 
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Chiloe, and others. 
Precious gifts for the new Archives 

included the two albums prepared by 
the Guardian with drawings of the 
Temples to be constructed and 
photos of all the l:!a.iratu'l-Quds; an 
exquisitely mosaic-framed picture 
of the Master, presented by Dr. 
Varqa in the name of the Baha'is of 
Tihrim; a gold-lettered Greatest 
Name presented by Mrs. McCormick 
to all the local assemblies in the 
five countries. 

The outstanding triumph an
nounced this year was the formation 
of the first all-Indian assembly of 
South America in Bolivia. The Con
vention had the honor of receiving 
as a visitor Andres Jachacollo, first 
Bolivian Indian believer, who had 
undertaken the difficult train trip 
after taking the responsibility of par
ticipating in the election of this first 
assembly. Never will the voice of 
this mountain Indian believer be for
gotten in bis humble suppJica tion 
and commWlion with his newly-found 
Lord, Baha 'u'llah. as he offered up 
his first prayer in the Convention. 

In solemn prayerful silence the 
delegates cast their votes electing as 
their trustees for the coming year 
the first Regional National Spiritual 
Assembly of Argentina, Bolivia, 
Chile, Paraguay, Uruguay: Jose 
Mielnik, chairman; Roque Centurion, 
vice-chairman; Roberto Cazcarra, 
secretary; Athas Costas, recording 
secretary; F abienne Guillon, treas
urer; and Alejandro Reid, Salvador 
Tormo, Ellen Sims, and Else Caz
carra. 

The following Convention message 
was sent to the Beloved Guardian: 
~~Believers, delegates deeply grate
ful presence Varqa, McCormick, ex
press undeviating loyalty aad devo
tion, beseech prayers Guardian 
merit trust, bring victorious conclu
sion tasks assigned Six-Year Plan, 
loving RiQ.van greetings." 

-ELLEN SIMS 

Convention Reporter 

Iberj"l1 Pel/iI/suI" 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

FORMED IN MADRID 
Under extraordinary divine protec

tion, and with joyous thanksgiving 
and eager expectations, the first 
Iberian Convention was held in Ma
drid, on April 22-24, 1957, for the 
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Hong Kong Baha'i commuDUy and tb.eir guests at the celebration oi Naw-Ra. on 
March 21, 1957. The group lncludes a.n offtcer of Ute United Nations Associa.tion who 
recently became a Baha. 'i, and an American a.u1hor and his wife who had visited 

the House of Worship in WUmette. 

purpose of electing the first National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
the Iberian Peninsula. The scene of 
this "epochal event, fraught with 
such far-reaching consequences, and 
designed to confer manifold and en~ 
during benefils on the Faith of Ba
ha'u'llah," (to use the Guardian's 
own words)-was the new I:Ia?irat-
u'l-Quds, which had been officially 
dedicated, on the evening of April 
21st, by the Hand of the Cause, Dr. 
Ugo Giachery. 

Charles Wolcott, member of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States, sent especially to rep~ 
resent that body, convoked the Iber
ian Convention in its name, and pre
sided until the election of its per
manent chairman, Miss Virgnia Or~ 
bison, and secretary, Mr. Manuel 
Garcia Vasquez, after which he 
acted a~ counsellor on matters per· 
taining to administration and pro
cedure. 

Dr. Ugo Giachery, Hand of the 
Cause, acting as the Guardian's per· 
sonal repres-entative, brought two 
transcendental messages, one to the 
Conventions in general, duly trans
lated into Spanish and read to the 
assembled delegates, and the special 
message addressed to the "simultan~ 
eously convoked Conventions," read 
in its translation by Dr. Giachery. 
who also presented two unique and 
prized gifts, these being two beau~ 
tifully lea ther-bound album s, one 
containing photographs of the exist
ing l:ia?-lratu'l-Quds, among them 
that of Madrid, and the other con
taining pictures of the Holy Places 

of the Baha'i World; all this arranged 
and written in by the beloved Guard
ian's own hand. 

Dr. Giachery himself brought, to 
borrow his own words, ~ ~ a sm all use
ful memento, a bell for the future 
chairman of the National Spiritual 
Assembly. It is an exact replica of 
the ship·bell of the Nina, Christopher 
Columbus' little flag-ship," symbol 
of "the debt of gra ti tude owed by 
America to Europe," and in this 
later day, "a reminder of the debt 
of gratitude owed by Europe to the 
Americans for having brought the 
Baha'i world . civilization to its 
shores." 

Mr. Wolcott presented, in the 
name of the European Teaching Com
mittee, a beautiful 10oS€leaf book 
with plastic envelope leaves contain· 
ing letters of acclamation from var
ious national assemblies, among 
these being one from the United 
states and one from Persia. A won
derful letter from the beloved Euro
pean Teaching Committee, who so 
tenderly and generously has directed 
faltering steps and encouraged ef
forts during the ten years of painful 
gestation, was read, and also deep 
gratitude was felt at being assured 
that a continued relationship would 
be maintained. 

The Baha'i Publishing Trust of the 
United States sent a copy of the new 
translation of the Master's book, 
Secret oj Divine Civilizaton. a 
wonderful addition to the Baha'i li
brary. 

Mr. Charles loas, Mr. Angelo Car
neiro, and Mr. Lopez Monge were 
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asked to draft a cable to the Guard
Ian in which the Convention ex
pressed its profound gratitude for 
tile stimulating messages and for the 
unique gifts, pledging united, dedi
ca ted. and active love. The ca bie 
was worded to comply with the re
strictions to which the Baha'is are 
subject in Spain and Portugal. 

On the afternoon of April 22nd, 
after special and fervent prayers 
said in English, Spanish, Portuguese 
and Italian, the 19 delegates (two by 
absentee ballots) from nine local 
Spiritual Assemblies, seven of Spain 
and two of Portugal, addressed them
selves to the sacred task of ",lecting 
the nine members of the first Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the Ba
ha'IS of the Iberian Peninsula. The 
three tellers, Mr, Luis Ortuno, Mr. 
Isidro Torrella and Mr. Pablo Fuen
tes. announced the following names 
as having received the highest num
ber of votes: Charles Monroe loas, 
Ramon Escartin Alamanac. Manu.el 
Garcia Vasquez, Virginia Orbison, 
Angelo da Silva Carneiro, Sara Tiffon 
Ramonet, Isidro Torrella Arnau, Luis 
Ortuno Puche. and Francisco Salas 
Heras. 

This historic moment is one which 
can never be forgotten by thos.e priv· 
ileged to be present, and the em
brace given each elected member 
of the new Spiritual Assembly by 
the revered Hand of the Cause, were 
accompani.ed by tears and exclama
tions of profound emotion and grati
tude for having witnessed the 
seemingly impossible become a liv
ing and potent reality! Surely eacb 
hear! made its own pledge to in
creaSe its devotion and service to 
the creative Cause of Baha'u'llilh. 

Mr. Charles Monroe 10as convoked 
the newly elected members in order 
to choose by secret majority vote 
the officers of the Regional Spiritual 
Assembly of the Iberian Peninsula, 
who were duly presented to the Con
vention during the Feast of Ri\lvan 
celebrated that same evening_ They 
were: Charles Monroe loas, chair
man; Ramon Escartin, vice-chair
man; Manuel Garcia, secretary; 
Luis OrtWlo, treasurer; Angelo Car
neiro, asst. treasurer for Portugal; 
and Sara Tiffon, recording secretary. 

Each of those present then had 
the honor of receiving from the Hand 
of the Cause the fragrance of attar 
of roses sent by the Guardian, thus 
feeling anew the blessing of a gift 
from the Sign of God on earth. 

On the morning of the second day ~ 
April 23, the Guardian's message 
to the Iberian Convention was again 
read, this time by the Secretary of 
the Convention, Mr. Garcia, after 
which the delegates made an official 
recommendation to the new National 
Assembly to the effect that the sub
sidiary Six-Year Plan, contained in 
the message, be officially in
augurated. 

During the ensuing sessions, atten
tion and effort were concentrated on 
the goals outlined in the new Plan, 
which briefly, are: increase num
bers of believers; multiply isolated 
centers, groups, and local assem
blies; incorporate local assemblies 
when possible; inaugurate Regional 
Funds; stimulate translating, print
ing and disseminating of literature; 
obtain recognition by authorities of 
Baha'i marriage certificates and 
Holy Days; extend the scope, and 
increase the number of summer 
schools; attraction, and conversion 
of Gypsies and Basques; and pur
chase plot for Temple on outskirts 
of Madrid. 

Two of these goals were given a 
beginning by the opening of the Re
gional Fund with contributions from 
the various communities and indi
viduals. A Temple Fund was also 
b€gun. 

The beloved Guardian, in his mes
sage, again called upon the Amer
ican Hahit '£ Community to continue 
its Hmaterial and moral support" 
in this effort, for which indeed the 
Baha'is of the Peninsula felt most 
profound gratitude. 

On the last day of the Convention, 
April 24, a cable was received from 
th", beloved Guardian through the 
Hand of the Cause, in answer to the 
convention message sent to him. The 
text of the Guardian's cable was: 

"Assure friends supplicating fer
vently abundant blessings merito.
rious activities. Urge redouble ef
forts. Deepest Love." 

-SHOOHI 

The Convention was officially 
closed after a brief summing up by 
the Secretary, short comments by 
Mr. Wolcott, Mrs. Tove Deleuran, 
member of the Auxiliary Board of 
the Hands, and by Dr_ U go Giacbery, 
Hand of the Cause of God, who as
sured the assembled friends that he 
saw the light of Baha'u'llah in their 
eyes, brightly shining. All present 
were again annointed with the attar 
of roses from the Guardian, and the 
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flask containing it presented to the 
Iberian Community. 

Due to the fact that the Spanish 
and Portuguese authorities have so 
far refused to recognize the Faith, 
the rule that more than twenty per
sons cannot meet together without 
permission was observed. Therefore, 
as only the delegates and several of· 
ficial visitors were allowed to attend 
the sessions, a tape recording was 
made of the highlights, during the 
proceedings, to b€ played back to 
the Iberian communities in separate 
gatherings, so that they might also 
-enjoy I even in such a restricted man
ner, the thrilling and historic hap
penings, which, through the power 
and unfailing protection of Baha'u'
llah were celebrated by hearts over
flowing with gratitude and a new 
spirit of complete dedication. 

-VIRGINIA ORBISON 

Convention Reporter 

Benelux Countries 

BRUSSELS CONVENTION 

FORMS BENELUX NSA 
At this unique occasion, the gather

ing of the delegates for the first N a
tional Convention of the Benelux 
countries in Brussels, Belgium, Our 
thoughts went back over the past 
years. 

It was a little over ten years ago 
tha t our beloved Guardian entrusted 
the American believers with the tre
mendous task to spread the Faith in 
the European countries, and that pio
neers settle in Belgium, the Nether
lands, and Luxembourg. 

A few years later, in 1949, the 
Benelux Regional Committee was 
appointed, with the purpose to sow 
the seed of cooperation in these three 
little countries. 

With the never-failing help and as
sistance of our American friends, in 
the course of the following years the 
seed grew up, till a little but strong 
young tree was rooted in the soil of 
three neighboring countries. 

An overwhelming feeling of joy 
and gratitude came over us all when 
we learned that our beloved Guard
ian found the young Benelux tree 
strong enough to range as a new pil
lar for the future International House 
of Justice in the row of National Spir
itual Assemblies. 

Almost 60 Benelux Baha'is came 
on April 20-22 to Brussels, to be pre
sented at this historic event. 
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Our ranks were reinforced by our 
reliable friend, Dr. Herman Gross
mann, Hand of the Cause of God, 
whose presence on various occasions 
in the past had become so very dear 
to us, and who came with a special 
message of our Guardian; and by 
two members of the Auxiliary Board, 
Louis Henuzet and Joel Marangella. 
who with their clear explanations 
contributed a better insight into our 
tasks for the remaining six years of 
the World Crusade. 

At this historic moment a very spe
cial place in our midst was taken 
by H. Borrah Kavelin, treasurer and 
representative of the National Spir
itual Assembly of the United States. 

He fulfilled his tasks, to direct the 
Convention and later to assist the 
members of the newly elected Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, so inspir
ingly and charmingly that we could 
not help but see him as the personi
fication of the cordial love that we 
experienced all the years be
fore from the American National 
Assembly. 

The Guardian's message to the 
Convention and his special letter, 
presented to us by Dr. Grossmann, 
containing the specific tasks and 
goals for the Benelux countries, 
form ed the main subj ect of the 
consultation. 

We learned that from now on we 
have to share our own National Spir
itual Assembly in the many-fold 
tasks, as: increasing to an unprece
dented degree the number of the be
lievers, multiplying the local Spirit
ual Assemblies and groups, inaugu
rating a Regional Fund, incorporat
ing the Spiritual Assemblies, select
ing and purchasing ground for 
the Mawriqu'l-Adhkar, and many 
others. 

We realized very well that all of 
these tasks are heavy for us, very 
heavy; but in full trust in the Guard
ian's guidance, his powerful prayers, 
and our own combined forces, we 
promised ourselves to go to work im
mediately, to show that we will be 
equal to the tasks that are entrusted 
to us, and that we have really under
stood God's Plan for us and for the 
world we live in. 

The election of the National Spirit
ual Assembly of the Benelux coun
tries, so eagerly awaited, gave the 
following results: Louis Henuzet, 
Roger Swinnen, Mrs. Lea Nys, Miss 
Else de Koninck, Bob van Lith, 
Claude Levy, Jean Nys, Jan van Sy-

sling, and Fernand Nadar. 
With that lovely aroma of the attar 

of roses around us, specially sent by 
the Guardian to Dr. Grossmann to 
anoint the friends, and loaded with 
a dynamic desire to proceed to ac
tion, we all went back to our own 
places enriched again by that very 
strange power that we drew from 
our first Convention. 

-MR. AND MRs. B. VAN LITH 
Convention Reporters 

Scandinavia, Fin/and 

STOCKHOLM HOLDS FIRST 
NATIONAL CONVENTION 

Like birds coming from all direc
tions delegates, visitiJrs, and mes
sages converged on Stockholm, 
Sweden, April 22 for the first Con
vention to elect a National Spiritual 
Assembly for Scandinavia and Fin
land, representing Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark, and Finland, to be held 
through April 24, 1957. 

Edna True, National Spiritual As
sem,bly representative for the United 
States, came from Wilmette; Dr. 
Adelbert Miihlschlegel, Hand of the 
Cause of God, from Stuttgart; Honor 
Kempton, E.T.C. representative, 
from Geneva; Dorothy Ferraby, 
Auxiliary Board member, from Lon
don; Loyce Lawrence, Mildred 
Clark, Amelia Bowman, Josephine 
Kruka, and Greta Jankko, American 
pioneers, from Norway and Finland. 

On arrival we were given the 
added joy of being present for the 
dedication of the newly acquired 
I:Ial'iratu'I·Quds. The Stockholm 
Baha'is had worked day and night to 
have the house in readiness for the 
occasion, and now all was in order 
with beautiful flower arrangements 
adding perfume and beauty to the 
warmth and coziness of the house. 
As Dr. Miihlschlegel pointed out in 
his dedication address, we felt at 
home in this house, which "is like a 
flower to gladden seeking souls." A 
warm welcome was extended by 
Hans Odemyr, chairman of the 
Stockholm Local Spiritual Assembly, 
to the delegates and visitors, and the 
hearts joined in loving reunion with 
the reading of the prayers by Edna 
True, Dorothy Ferraby and Martha 
Colliander. 

The Convention was opened by 
Edna True, official representative of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
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the United States, who evaluated the 
significance of the occasion for Scan
dinavia and Finland, and for the 
world, as beyond Our comprehen
sion, that we were witnessing "a mo
mentous stage in the establishment 
of a New World Order, which we 
know is the Ark of Salvation to all 
mankind." She also called attention 
to what was happening in the world 
this Ri~van with more than 42 ter
ritories participating in the election 
of 13 national Spiritual Assemblies 
on four continents of the globe t 

Dr. Miihlschlegel in his remarks 
alluded to the American Baha'i com
munity, who through the pioneers 
had brought the seed to these coun
tries that '"had grown and flourished, 
and is now gathered by the Will of 
God and His Covenant to achieve a 
oneness and unity in variety through 
the institution of the National Spirit. 
ual Assembly." 

Sixteen of the nineteen delegates 
assigned by the Guardiant-and who 
had been elected by the Bahio.'! com
munities of Copenhagen, Stockholm, 
Helsinki, Oslo and Bergen,-an
swered the roll call. The Convention 
then proceeded to elect the Conven
tion chairman, Hans Odemyr of 
Stockholm; and secretary, Gerd 
Strand of Oslo. 

Our beloved Guardian's message 
was then read by Dr. Miihlschlegel, 
and brought forth the first recom
mendation to the forthcoming Na
tional SpiritUal Assembly that copies 
be made a vaila ble to the believers in 
all four countries. Messages were 
also read from the European Teach
ing Committee, Assemblies, groups, 
and friends over the world, and all 
too quickly the first session was over. 

At the Ri<Jvan Feast held that eve
ning, the fervor of the prayers and 
supplications read, created a heav
enly atmosphere in which one felt 
God very near t A gift from 
the Guardian,-attar of roses,-was 
given by Dr. Miihlschlegel, who 
pointed out that when we use attar 
of roses, it is no rite or cult, "simply 
a token of the Guardian I s feelings for 
you all! The rose, the king of the 
flowers, gives its essence to the 
Guardian, the noblest of men, who 
gives it to you with the king of feel
ings, love, and with this I annomt 
you." As we listened to the record
ing of the Message of the beloved 
Guardian, read by his representa
tive, Amatu'I-BaM Ruhiyyih Kha· 
num, on the occasion of the dedica-
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tion of the Temple in Wilmette, the 
fragrance of our Guardian's love 
pervaded the atmosphere. 

The program included a presenta
tion of the goals of the World Cru
sade, with special reference to Scan· 
dinavia and Finland, by Lotus Niel
sen of Stockholm: and "The Spirit
ual Significance of the National Spir
itual Assembly,,' by Gudrun Ofste
gaard of Bergen. At the public meet
ing Gerd Strand of Oslo spoke of 
uFaith, Hope and Conviction," and 
Hans Odemyr of Stockholm on "The 
Significance of the Bahit Ii Teachings 
for the Individual and the Commu
nity. II Colored pictures of Baha'i edi
fices at the World Center, and of the 
Temple in Wilmette added also to 
this lovely evening. 

Each session began with a devo
tional period that was indeed the 
source of a great spiritual outpouring 
that prevailed during the entire Con
vention, and which reached the apex 
during the election of the National 
Spiritual Assembly, Edna True, be
fore the pra:vers were read, called 
on the delegates to forget national 
boundaries and to be entirely im
personal in the performance of this 
greatest of all responsibilities which 
they were called upon to assume. 

"Surely the eyes of Baha'u'llah are 
upon us, H she said. ' 'Now let us 
strive to give Him those whom He 
wishes to serve Him in this area," 
lifting the consciousness of aU to that 
"rarefied atmosphere of selflessness 
and detachment ... " so necessary 
in our Baha'i elections. 

Surely not one of us present will 
ever forget the spiritual atmosphere 
of that moment, nOr the thrill that 
came with the announcement that 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Scandinavia and Finland had been 
elected with the following members, 
listed with their appointed officers: 
Hans Odemyr, chairman; John Niel
sen, vice-chairman; Gerd Strand, 
secretary; Lotus Nielsen, recording 
secretary; Gudrun Ofstegaard, treas
urer; and Lisbeth Andersen, Palle 
Bischoff, Josephine Kruka, and Mo
desta Hvide. 

The next morning we shared to
gether the great bounty of hearing 
the voice of the Master chanting 
°Glad Tidings," and the hearts were 
filled with such love, we became in
deed as one family! Gifts from the 
Guardian were presented by Dr. 
Miihlschlegel.-two beautifully tooled 
leather albums, - one containing 
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Local Spiritual Assembly of the Bahj.'is of Brisbane, Australia, in
corporated on January 10, 195'7. 

colored pictures of Baha'i edifices 
and the designs of future Temples to 
be erected, and the other contained 
pictures of the I:fa#ratu'l-Quds over 
the world. Edna True presented a 
red leather folder, a gift from the 
E,T.C., containing the acclamations 
from the established National Spirit
ual Assemblies, which she read, and 
messages from loving friends con
veying greetings and congratulations 
followed. 

Then the melody from the hearts 
of these birds "in the rose garden 
of His grace" rose in a great anthem 
of thanksgiving for the great love of 
the Guardian and his precious gifts; 
to the National Spirtual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of the United States, 
whose pioneers had brought the seed 
of truth to them; to JelU1y Anderson, 
the first pioneer to Sweden under 
the Plan; to the European Teaching 
Committee, who had followed their 
progress from the first uncertain 
steps to this moment of consumma
tion; to Julia Shows ("J.S.") whose 
initi1l1s had appeared on all Euro
pean Teaching Committee corre
spondence during these years of 
ser~ice_ 

The Convention then settled down 
to a consideration of the goals set 
forth in the Guardian's Convention 
Message. These goals, constituting a 
subsidiary Six-Year Plan, were: the 
multiplication of Assemblies, groups 
and believers; the incorporation of 
the local Assemblies; the inaugura
tion of a National Fund; the trans
lating, printing and dissemination 
of Baha'i literature; the increase 
in the number of summer schools; 
the introduction of the Faith into 
the three Baltic States; the recogni-

tion of the Baha'i marriage and Holy 
Days; the attraction and conversion 
or racial minorities, particularly the 
Finns and Lapps; and the purchase 
of a Temple site in Stockholm. To 
accomplish these momentous achieve
ments, each believer resolved to con
sider himself a pioneer on the home 
front. 

As we returned to our homes we 
carried with us a lovely gold-lettered 
souvenir program of this first Con
vention in these Northern countries, 
containing a picture of 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
Author of the Divine Plan, Wbo had 
given the original impulse to the 
teaching effort which was now con
summated with the election of the 
Divine Institution of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Scandinavia 
and Finland. 

-AMELIA BOWMAN 

Convention Reporter 

Centrlll lind Ellst AfricII 

HAZIRA TU'L-QUDS 
ACQUIRED IN VICTORIA 

From a circular letter addressed 
by Musa Banimi, Hand of the Cause 
for Africa, dated March 28. 1957, 
these facts have been gleaned: 

In a cablegram sent by the beloved 
Guardian to Mr. Bamini, Shoghi Ef
fendi acclaims the services ren
dered by Enoch Olinga, pioneer to 
the British Cameroons, and declares 
that as the result of the status of the 
Faith produced there by Mr. Olinga, 
a :E:Ia?:ira'tu'l-Quds is to be estab
lished in Victoria. 

Mr. Banani has recently been in· 
formed that this I:fa~ira'tu'l-Quds 
has already been acquired. 
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Forty-Ninth Annual Convention, Stirred by Guardian's Appeal, 

To take stock of its present position 
in the spiritual Army of Baha 'u'll8.h. 
and to begin pI ans for the imm ediate 
year ahead through election and con
sultation, were the tasks that faced 
the Forty-Ninth Annual Convention 
of the Baha'is of the United States as 
it convened in Foundation Hall of 
the Baha'i House of Worship on SWl
day morning, April 28, 1957. The 
theme of the convention was: "The 
American Baha'i CommWlity in the 
World Crusade." 

Most of the 133 delegates present 
on that first morning already knew 
that the fourth year of the Ten-Year 
Crusade was coming to a close with 
triumphant victory on the world 
front. For here had been the estab
lishment during the Ric;lvim period of 
thirteen new National Spiritual As
semblies, bringing the total number 
of existing "Pillars" of the rising 
world order of Baha'u'llili to twenty
six. Of these, nine were nurtured into 
being by the American Baha'is. 

Had the American Baha'i commun
ity achieved like victory on its own 
homefront? Had it strengthened it
self within? What increasing mater
ial and spiritual resources was it 
gaining with which to play its "lion's 
share" in serving a rapidly develop
ing Faith? 

These were questions in the minds 
of every delegate and visitor as the 
work of the four-day convention be
gan. Reports from the outgoing Na
tional Spiritual Assembly and its 
committees would be revealing. Al
ready the formal Annual Reports, 
edition for 1956-57, was in their hands 
with the lesser victories and some 
failures a pparen t. 

The spiritual tone of the convention 
this year was actually established 
on the preceding night with the Feast 
of RiQ,van, when devotions concen
trated arotuld the words of Baha
'u'Uah, uArise, and proclaim unto 
the entire creation the tidings that 
He Who is the All-Merciful hath di
rected His steps towards the Ric;lvan 
and entered it." With the beautiful 
singing of the children's Temple 
choir flooding our hearts and the 
words of Baha'u'llah: "0 Son of Be-

ing! Walk in my statutes for love of 
Me! n lingering with us, Baha'is gath
ered for the social period in FOWlda
tion Hall, renewing friendships while 
at the same time preparing for the 
convention. 

Devotions each morning at 9 
o'clock, the regular Sunday afternoon 
devotions for the public, all in the 
auditorium, and the opening prayers 
for the consultation sessions, brought 
to every heart the creative words 
of our Founders. This inspiration and 
renewal was essential to the action 
required of the convention. 

Fulfillment of Promise 
On behalf of the National Spiritual 

Assembly, Paul E. Haney, its chair
man, welcomed the delegates and 
visitors and then called attention to 
the significance of the establishment 
of the thirteen new "pillars" of the 
Cause. "These wonderful events 
mark the ninety-fourth anniversary 
of the greatest event in the history 
of the world, the Declaration of 
Baha'u'llah," he said. "These events 
are a reflection of the fulfillment of 
the promise made to Baha 'u'llah in 
the Siyah-Chal: 'Grieve Thou not for 
that which hath befallen Thee, nei
ther be Thou afraid, for Thou art in 
safety. Erelong will God raise up the 
treasures of the earth-men who will 
aid Thee through Thyself and 
through Thy Name, wherewith God 
hath revived the hearts of such as 
have recognized Him'." 

Mr. Haney made the first refer
ence to the Convention Message re
ceived from Shoghi Effendi with the 
words "one of the most wonderful 
documents he has ever sent to us." 

After the convention had organized 
itself with Mr. Haney as chairman 
and Horace Holley as secretary, had 
adopted the agenda with the qualifi
cation that it could be changed at any 
time by vote of the delegates, and 
heard the first of the greetings that 
were to come in from other Baha'i 
communities and individuals, the 
"Table of Visitation" revealed by 
'Abdu'l-Baha was read to precede 
the reading of the Guardian's Mes
sage. 

Message of the Guardian 
At the direction of the Guardian 

the chairman read the Message 
which he had sent them, for sharing 
with them and with twenty-three 
other Baha'i Conventions simultane
ously during Ric;l van, the joyful word 
of victories won, directives for the 
forwarding of the Crusade and in
spiration for meeting the challeng
ing issues that history has given to 
this age. 

Against the background of the 
world's turmoil Shoghi Effendi calls 
the Baha'is to ponder the Uportentous 
prophecies" of Baha'u'llah and the 
"'dire predictions" of ~ Abdu'I~Baha, 

Hall foreshadowing a universal cOm
motion, of a scope and intensity un
paralled in the annals of mankind." 
And then he renews our vision which 
is the purpose of our lives and the 
over all purpose of all convention con
sultation: 

"-a calamity which must purge 
the human race of the dross of its 
age-long corruptions, and weld its 
component parts into a world-em
bracing Fellowship-a Fellowship 
destined, in the fullness of time, to 
be incorporated in the framework, 
and to be galvanized by the spiritu
alizing influences, of a mysteriously 
expanding, divinely appointed Order, 
and to flower, in the course of future 
Dispensations. into a Civilization, the 
like of which mankind has, at no 
stage in its evolution, witnessed. ft 

Parallel with the process of pro
gressive deterioration in human af
fairs has been the process of "inte_ 
gration," the Message continues, "as 
demonstrated by the increasing co
hesion, the multiplication, and the 
reinforcement of the foundations, of 
the institutions of the embryonic 
Baha'i World Order." This is a pro
cess that is contributing lito the 
building up, slowly but irresistibly, of 
the Ark of human salvation," or
dained as the ultimate haven for 
human society. 

After enumerating the outstanding 
achievements 01 the World Crusade 
in detail to show the gains made in 
the remotest area or on the smallest 
scale as well as the triumphant es-
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Stimulates Renewed Dedication to Tasks and Ideals of Faith 

tablishment of the thirteen new Na
tional Assemblies and the lifting of 
the grave persecution in frim, the 
Guardian turns our attention to the 
tasks ahead. Most brilliant of lbe 
accomplishments just ahead must 
be the erection of three Temples, 
Molber-Temples of lbe European, 
the Australian and the African con
tinents. The designs are ready; the 
construction must begin. 

In the current year no gain must 
be allowed to be lost, the Guardian 
emphasizes, and a "determined ef. 
fort must be made to insure, as 
speedily as possible, the resettlement 
of the territories which Baha'i pio
neers have been forced to abandon, 
and lbe opening of the lbree virgin 
islands situated in the North Sea and 
in the Indian Ocean, as well as the 
six Republics of the Soviet Union 
and the five territories included 
within the Soviet Orbit." 

The safeguarding of all existing 
institutions and the broadening of 
their foundations must be accom
panied with a rapid increase in the 
number of believers in every conti
nent in order to insure the comple
tion of all future tasks and the spread 
of the healing light of the Baha'i 
Faith. 

Renewal on Homefronts 
"Great are the strides that have al

ready been made, and phenomenal 
the success achieved . . . The tasks 
that still remain to be accomplished, 
however, are truly formidable. Above 
ali, the homefront, that must serve 
as a reservoir for the supply of a 
steady flow of pioneers and resources 
for the multiple organized operations 
of a continually expanding Crusade, 
and which, alas, in several coWltries 
... has been progressively declining, 
must, at whatever cost, and within 
as short a time as possible, be re~ 
vitalized, extended, and consoli· 
dated." 

The Guardian closed his "review 
of the superb feats already accom
plished," with an appeal for a °re_ 
newed dedication" on the part of 
every Baha'i throughout the world
his 4·spiritual brethren",-a dedica· 

tion that is a pledge "willingly and 
solemnly made for the prosecution 
of the collective task" which lbey 
are confronted. 

The Guardian's deep hope is lbat 
the Crusade, speeding on to its mid~ 
way point, may reap such a harvest 
"as will amaze its prosecutors, aston
ish the world at large, and draw 
forth from the Source on high a 
measure of celestial strength ade· 
quate to insure its triumphant con
summation. " 

Arising to the Challenge 
The convention appointed a com

mittee to draft a reply to lbe Guard
ian, which was sent by cable within 
a few hours. It was a pledge, sin· 
cerely made, as follows: 

"With joyous hearts, gratitude, 
thanksgiving thrilling achievements 
anounced stirring message, assem .. 
bled delegates solemnly pledge 
whole-hearted effort inspire renewal 
of dedication entire American com· 
m unity to fulfill remaining goals 
World Crusade at home, abroad. 
Deeply grateful beloved Guardian's 
continuing prayers for our strength, 
steadfastness, victory. Send devoted 
love, RiQ-vim Greetings." 

-49th ANNUAL CONVENTION 

On April 29 lbe Guardian replied 
to our message with the following 
message carrying a plea for "un
precedented" effort on the American 
homefront: 

"Welcome pledge (by) delegates. 
Fervently supplicating Baha'u'Uah's 
sustaining grace; urge intensification 
efforts rededication achievement 
goals (of) plan, discharge befittingly 
sacred, manifold, inescapable, ur· 
gent responsibilities confronting en
:ire American Baha'i community. Ap
peal unprecedented increase pioneers 
homefront all continents (of) globe 
on which prosperity, security (and) 
destiny (of) American believers must 
ultimately rest." 

-SHOGHI 

Deeply stirred by the victories al· 
ready won and our Guardian's appeal 
to move forward together for the 
redemption for mankind, the conven
tion took up its work with a solemnity 

and dedication that increased as the 
hours passed. If we felt that we must 
"dig in," as it were, for a rugged 
pull, it was because there was much 
to be done and little time at con
vention sessions to speak of all that 
was in our hearts and minds. Yet, 
looking back on those four days we 
find, from notes taken at the time. 
that the sessions were marked. with 
an efficiency, a speed, a realistic 
approach and a mutual courtesy lUl.

equalled at previous American 
Baha'i conventions. Consultation is 
becoming a wonderful instrument in 
the light of lbe new Day of God. 

To lbe call of the Guardian was to 
be added, during convention reports, 
lbe specific challenges of lbe grow
ing recognition of the Faith by racial 
minorities in America, of notice taken 
of it by religious commentators and 
of the increasing space given to its 
announcements in the press. The pub. 
lication of Dr. George Townshend's 
last book, Christ and Bahci'u.'Uah, 
was hailed as an unusual opportunity 
for proclaiming clearly to the Chris
tians of the West the Second Coming 
of Christ. 

And so the tone and tern per of the 
convention rose as the hours passed, 
the delegates striving to attain the 
station of love and ardor which would 
produce good recommendations to 
the incoming National Assembly and 
go forth with them for revitalization 
of lbe friends back home _ . . lbe 
ninety percent lbat could not be pres
ent among the 967 Baha'is who 
"feasted" at the convention table of 
bounty. 

Greeting. of the Hand. 
The American Hands of the Cause 

greeted the convention on the first 
afternoon in a message shared with 
seven national conventions of the 
western hemisphere. "Let us pause 
and give thought to the mighty up
surge tha t we are witnessing in the 
Cause," this message said. A review 
of the establishment of the thirteen 
new '·pillars" gives a threefold sign: 
The Guardian is provided with more 
powerful institutions for the fulfill
ment of the Will and Testament pro· 
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visions; new agencies have been cre
ated for spreading and consolidating 
the Faith; and we have a stronger 
administration which reinforces our 
contacts with the United Nations and 
its member states. 

"These victories, marking the year 
1956 to 1957, are a means to an end. 
The Ten-Year Plan presents new 
goals to be reached; the race is still 
to be won. The Baha'i world is in 
motion and its consecrated energies 
will not be relaxed until all people 
are gathered into one fold and under 
one Shepherd .... Would the Baha'is 
themselves have conceived of this 
vast World Crusade? The Guardian 
alone knows the swift movement of 
destiny." 

High tribute was paid by the 
Hands, Mrs. Corinne True, Mr. Hor
ace Holley and Mr. Paul Haney to 
the members of the Auxiliary Board 
for the western hemisphere: Margery 
McCormick. Florence Mayberry, Wil
liam deForge, Katherine McLaugh
lin, Gayle Woolson, Rowland Estall, 
Margot Worley, Esteban Canales 
and Dr. Sarah Martin Pereira. 

Services of the Hands and of the 
Board members were offered to the 
Baha'is of the western hemisphere, 
who have a particular mission as we 
know when we ponder the words of 
the Tablet which Baha'u'lhlh reveal
ed to the Americas: "Assist with the 
hand s of justice the brokenhearted, 
and crush the great oppressors with 
the scourge of the Commands of your 
Lord, the Powerful, the Wise." 

We Look at Our Obi ectives 
The convention began its detailed 

appraisal of the American comrnWl
ity's position in relation to its Cru
sade objectives through the supple. 
mentary report given by the secre
tary of the National Assembly, Mr. 
Holley. (Annual Reports gives all but 
the recent facts.) 

1. A cable from the Guardian dated 
March 27, 1957, informed the Hands 
and the NSA's of the passing into 
the Abha Kingdom of Hand of the 
Cause, George Townshend, speaking 
of this beloved servant of the Faith 
as "indefatigable" , , , ~'highly tal
ented" ... "fearless defender» of 
the Cause of Baha'u'Uah. 

In the same cable the Guardian an
nounced the appointment of Miss 
Agnes Alexander, pioneer to the Jap· 
anese, to the station of Hand of the 
Cause, thus retaining the number of 
19 at the present time for service 

tG this divine institution. 
2. In a letter from Shoghi Effendi's 

secretary reference was made to Dr. 
Townshend's book, Christ and Ba w 

ha~u'nah, with the comment that the 
Guardian is very impressed with it. 
The National Assembly will work out 
details for carrying out Shoghi Ef
fendi's directives concerning our use 
of the book in giving the Message 
to Christian people, obtaining press 
pUblicity and presenting copies to 
ecclesiastics. The Guardian asked 
that a copy be sent to Marcus Bach. 

3. Each of the nine members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States assisted at the organ
ization of nine of the thirteen new 
National Assemblies organized at 
conventions meetings during the Ri\l# 
van period. For five or six days all 
members were outside of this coun
try. In discharging this mission for 
the American Baha'is in their spon
sorship of the new Assemblies, the 
places of mission and the members 
were as follows: 

(1) National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of North East 
Asia; Tokyo, Japan; Char
lotte Linfoot. 

(2) National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of Alaska; An· 
chorage, Alaska; Paul E. 
Haney. 

(3) National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of Central 
America and Mexico; Pan
ama City, Panama; Robert 
W. McLaughlin. 

(4) National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of the Greater 
Antilles; Kingston, Jamaica; 
Dr. Katherine True. 

(5) National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'i of Brazil, Peru, 
Columbia, Ecuador and Ven
ezuela; Lima, Peru; Horace 
Holley. 

(6) National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of Argentina, 
Chile, Uruguay, Paraguay 
.and Bolivia; Buenos Aires, 
Argentina; Margery McCor
mick. 

(7) National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of Scandinavia 
and Finland; Stockholm, 
Sweden; Edna True. 

(8) National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of the Benelux 
Countries; Bruss·els, Bel
gium; H. Borrah Kavelin, 

(9) National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of the Iberian 
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Peninsula; Madrid, Spain; 
Charles Wolcott. 

(Note: The other fuur National 
Assemblies to be established 
w-ere: the Baha'is of Pakistan; 
of South East Asia; of New 
Zealand, and of the Arabian 
Peninsula ... under other spon
sorship.) 

4, Yuma, Arizona, has secured rec
ognition of Baha'i Holy Days, (mak
ing six places added since April 21, 
1956). 

5. A letter from Haifa made refer
ence to Dr, Bach's article in a re
cent Christian Century called "Ea. 
hali: A Second Look." This article 
by a member of the Department of 
Religion at the University of Iowa 
and writer on religion, is very excel
lent publicity, Mr. Holley remarked. 
(Dr. Bach was a guest of Shoghi 
Effendi three years ago.) 

6. The National Assembly held 
meetings during the year with 33 
days of work, and recorded 1,255 
actions taken. Absences were brief 
and rare. 

7. A new translation of Mysterious 
Force of Civilization, authored by 
'Abdu'l-Baha is now off the Baha'i 
press. It is entitled The Secret of 
Divine Civilization and was trans
lated by Marzieh Gail. With many 
quotations from the Qur'lm, Mr, Hol
ley remarked that it is particularly 
good for the West, and it proves that 
Islam was the basis of modern civili
zation. 

8. A most recent report on the situa
tion in fran made by Habib Sabet 
shows that the government is regret
ful of what it did, but not yet willing 
to give full liberty to the Baha'is. 

f'. The institution of Race Amity 
Day (for the second Sunday iIi June) 
the Guardian hopes will become very 
important and ultimately listed with 
the U ,S, Chamber of Commerce as is 
World Religion Day. 

10. The Home for the Aged (left 
for special report). 

11, Enrollments, May 1, 1956, to 
April 15, 1957: 

Adults by Local 
Assemblies ...... .. ..... 244 
Adults by Area Teaching 
Committees ... , ... , ..... 164 
youth by Local 
Assemblies .. , .... " ..... 52 
youth by Area Teaching 
Committees ..... ,., ..... 27 
Alaska, Hawaii,... 17 
Total .................... 504 

Lost from membership: 130 by 
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withdrawal and 94 by death (224); 
Net increase, 280, Five or six states 
made no enrollments; 95 of 188 LSA's 
enrolled one or more; .and 93 of 188 
LSA's enrolled none. 

Last year up to convention time the 
enrollment figures were: 233 by Lo
cal Assemblies; 211 by Area Teach
ing Committees; total 434, with 69 be· 
ing youth, Withdrawals were 355; 
deaths, 199; lost, 474, This meant a 
net loss of 4~ member; in 1955,56. 

12. Other goals: in addition to the 
objectives reviewed in Annual Re
ports eleven goals have been opened 
in Africa and a Local Spiritual As
sembly has been established in the 
Balearic Islands_ 

On the Hom.front 
The objective of the national teach

ing this year. reported by the N a
tional Teaching Committee on the 
first afternoon of convention, was to 
establish 30 new Local Spiritual As
semblies with a minimum of one in 
each state. This seemed necessary if 
we are to meet the objective of 300 
strong local Assemblies by 1963, As 
a result of a message from the 
Guardian urging that teachers with 
knowledge of the Covenant travel in 
circuits t the new committeet delayed 
somewhat by change in personnel 
this year, instituted two circuit plans 
that by now are running smoothly in 
many sections of the country. Re
sults as far as figures go: new Local 
Assemblies, 23; restored, 5; lost, 10; 
net gain, 18. Four states were with
out a local Assembly; now we have 
one in Greensvi11e, S. Car., and Minot, 
S. Dak,. leaving just Rhode Island 
and Vermont without Assemblies. 
Sixteen states have only one Assem
bly. We must move from the cities, 
the Committee advised t to obey the 
Guardian, even if it is just to the 
suburbs. 

On Tuesday when more reports 
had come in from the April 21 elec· 
tions the National Teaching Commit
tee reported: "It now seems that 
we have 209 Assemblies, Twenty·two 
are new and seven are restored. 
Many are still in danger because 
weak." 

"We must double our efforts to 
deepen and attract," the committee 
stated; then, quoting the Guardian: 
uIt is primarily a task that concerns 
the individual believer, wherever he 
may be, and whatever his calling, 
his resources, his race, or his age." 
(From "Inestimable Prizes .... ") 

The National Teaching Committee 
report was a springboard for vigor
ous consultation that began with the 
rousing statem·ent: j'This next year 
can be the most interesting and ex
cit.ing on the homefront if we arise 
and seize the God-given opportuni
ties before us. It seems time to take 
the Message to the Christians. t, 

There followed in rapid succession 
many suggestions. recommendations 
and experience stories of helpful na
ture, beginning with a formal recom
mendation to the National Spiritual 
Assem bly to consider securing re
prints of the Christian Century arti
cle by Dr. Marcus Bach and distribu
ting it widely throughout America, 
making an introduction to Dr. Town
shend's latest book also in this con
nection. 

The consultation, which continued 
through the afternoon on Sunday and 
was allotted time on other days, ran 
a long gamut of ideas inclUding the 
presentation of other committees, all 
of which were bent on assisting and 
serving the World Crusade in their 
respective spheres. 

"The homefront, that must serve 
as a base, and act as a reservoir for 
the supply of a steady flow of pio
neers and resources for the multiple 
organized operations of a continually 
expanding Crusade . . . has been 
progressively declining," were the 
words of the Guardian that spurred 
on the discussion and made the 
American believers come to grip s 
with their situation once again this 
year and face themselves wth truth
fulness. 

We have a clear-cut direction to 
initiate a deeper and wider program 
for lulling our obligations under the 
Covenant; "each one teach one," is 
what the Master said; when lighted 
we do spontaneous teaching; get the 
"unknown quantity," the inactive be
lievers to work through stimulation 
from Local Assemblies or area teach
ing committees; assist the isolated 
believers more than is being done 
now through state conferences and 
corner-state gatherings; ,jWe have 
the problem of combining the adR 
ministrative order with the flame of 
the spirit-keeping everyone busy is 
contagious." "We must believe that 
the Power will be released to help 
us," pray more, learn to attract, 
study diligently and act continuously; 
set local goals that will lead us to the 
goals of the Crusade: such as so 
many firesides, card campaigns, 
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etc,: "We have need of revitaliza. 
tion. Let us do our utmost to achieve 
it ... The Administrative Order and 
the homefront plans are carried out 
by administrative bodies, of which 
the Guardian says we have enough. 
Let us give all the emphasis to per
sonal regeneration. If we are active 
we don't need elaborate plans. Peo
ple come into our Jives." 

Continuing the consultation-en_ 
courage the setting up of more ex
tension committees by local Assem
blies; use tact and courtesy between 
an extension committee and groups 
it endeavors to serve; call groups 
and isolated believers in to an As
sembly for consultation; ask isolated 
believers to help in the work of a 
locality or an area; extension work 
goes on easily if properly planned, 
using the administrative bodies that 
we do have and developing special 
projects which the Area Teaching 
Committees can set up in an area; 
isolated believers can work together 
to study, learn and increase their 
numbers. 

Out of this consultation came the 
recommendation: that the area com
mittees encourage special projects in 
a state or smaller area where As. 
semblies need assistance and isolated 
believers need fellOWShip and stimu· 
lation to teach. 

Speaking to the subject of spiritual 
revitalization, which grew more and 
more to be the basic them e of the 
convention, the delegates were 
deeply moved to offer remarks that 
were inspiring to all present and 
helped to make the convention, in 
the opinion of many, one of the best 
in many a year. 

R ecommenda tion: that the NSA 
consider asking the National Teach· 
ing Committee to look into opportun· 
ities for co-operating in an intema~ 
tional teaching plan with the com· 
munities near the border states. 

Recommendation: that the Conven
tion record a solemn appeal to 
individual Bahil.'is throughout the 
United States to respond wholeheart
edly in acceptance of the Guardian's 
appeal for renewed consecration in 
the teaching work; and that the Con· 
vention refer this message to the 
National Spiritual Assembly with the 
request that it devise such measures 
as will fulfill the collective desire of 
the American Baha'is; and, that the 
Baha'i commtUlity of the United 
States accept whatever plans are an
nounced, and then give its whole-
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hearted effort and devotion. 
"Let the Breeze of God awaken 
you. Verily, it hath wafted over 
the world. WeU is with him that 
hath discovered the fragrance 
thereof and been accounted 
among the weH-assured." 

Evidence of Resistless March 
The program Sunday evening was 

a moving experience, giving to the 
assembled Baha'is a two-fold picture 
of historic happenings in the Faith 
in lands far-flung from their own but 
clos ely allied in heart through the 
love of Baha'u'llah. First came the 
presentation, one by one, by mem
bers of the National Spiritual As
sembly. of word pictures of the nine 
conventions which convened for the 
first time to elect National Spiritual 
Assemblies under the sponsorship of 
the American Baha'i community; 
and second, came a graphic recital 
by Habib Sabet of the special mis
sion which he served for the Guard
ian in the land that is the Cradle of 
the Faith. 

To be privileged to hear these first
hand stories by eyewitnesses and 
participants in these historic events 
was a rare blessing for Baha'is in 
convention. And yet how small may 
be our comprehension of the great 
significance of these most recent 
steps which have been taken in the 
building and protection of the Cause t 

Varied in their ethnic and religious 
background a re the peoples now 
drawn within Baha'I National Assem
bly jurisdiction by the new institu
tions; different in their cultural and 
economic way of living; in temperaa 
ment contrasted in many ways to 
our own; but alike in their love of 
Baha'u'llah, our National Assembly 
members reported. To each conven
tion the Guardian sent gifts: attar 
of roses for anointment of the be
lievers; albums with pictures of the 
Temples and the J:Ia#ratu'l-Quds; 
loving messages; a six-year plan for 
their participation in the Ten-Year 
Crusade. These plans are patterned 
much the same with the assignment 
of ten or eleven tasks for the expan
sion and consolidation of the Faith, 
the building of a National Fund and 
the acquisition of Temple sites. While 
in Alaska this means one T-emple 
site, in the areas where their aTe 
several states now under a regional 
NSA jurisdiction, such as that of the 
Greater Antilles or of the two divi
sions of South America. it calls for 

a Temple site to be purchased in 
each state division. 

A Hand of the Cause representing 
the Guardian pres·ented the gifts and 
addressed the assembled delegates 
at each convention: Paul Haney at 
the Alaskan convention; Horace Hol
ley at the one in Peru; DhikrulU.h 
Khfldem, at P.iilnama City; Mrs. 
Corinne True, who at 95 years of 
age went to Kingston, accompanied 
by her daughter who represented 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the United States; Ugo Giachery, at 
Madrid; Dr. Hermann Grossmann, 
at Brussels; Adelbert Milll1schlegel. 
Stockholm; Dr. 'Ali Muhammad 
Varqa, Buenos Aire'3, and Djalhl 
Khazeh, Tokyo. 

Attendance at the conventions 
ranged from 17 at Madrid to 85 at 
Anchorage. An oblective of the years 
ahead for the United States National 
Assembly will be the strengthening 
of these new bodies within the Baha'i 
Administrative Order that they may 
become firm pillars. This will un~ 
doubtedly mean financial aid as well 
as guidance and love. 

Memorable was the experience to 
these intrepid workers of the Faith 
and memorable the stories that they 
related of seeming miracles wrought 
to bring these countries and regions 
to Assembly status. 

Defender of the Faith 
In introducing Habib Sabet, who 

gave a revealing account of his mis~ 
sian in Iran the past two years, Mil
dred Mottahedeh explained how after 
he had finished his work in respect 
to the persecution of the Baha'is 
there, the Guardian said to him: 
"You are the standard bearer of the 
innocents. You are the Defender of 
the Faith." And he called him 
Nasiri'd.D.in, which means "defender 
of the faith." (This was the name of 
the Shah who persecuted the Babis; 
there seems a significance, that Mr. 
Sabet has made the name "clean.") 

Immediately after May 15, 1955, 
when the Baha'i community of fran 
fell under what the Guardian has 
termed "barbarous" pers-ecution, Mr 
Sabet was called by the Guardian to 
proceed to Tihran, where he began 
special negotiations- with the officials. 
Many were the delicate tasks he had 
to perform until at last His Majesty's 
government was convinced through 
these efforts and those of the Baha'Is 
throughout the world, that it should 
bring the persecution to an end. Ba· 
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hit'i property has been returned 
though the central l:1a~iratu'I-Qud~ 
has not been completely vacated. 
There is still such restriction on 
assemblage that the national con~ 
vention could not meet this Ric;lvan. 
Election for the National Assembly 
was deferred. 

Verily, the Bedrock 
To support the World Crusade un. 

dertakings of the American Baha'i 
community, at home and abroad 
stands the National Fund. Consider: 
ation of the achievements, the re
sponsibilities, the objectives and the 
problems associated with this fund 
was given by the delegates in can. 
suI ta tion with the National Spiritual 
Assembly on Monday morn.ing. 

"What we can be aware of (since 
the Guardian's Message) is that the 
great institution of the National Fund 
in the United States is more and 
more demonstrating that it is the 
bedrock upon which other institutions 
must rest; and as it grows in scope 
so likewise will other Pillars of the 
Cause increase in numbers and grow 
in strength," said Borrah Kavelin, 
national treasurer, as he .introduced 
the presentation. 

"As tensions mount, as signs of 
unrest multiply, and as people every
where s(!!em to have lost their grip 
on the hand of God. a world within 
a world is being fashioned. A little 
circle of light is expanding, pushing 
outward, drawing larger areas within 
itself, sustaining with hope and faith 
more and more of the world's peo
ples." 

Mr. Kavelin continued: "We are all 
soldiers of this Army of Light, mar
shalling our forces together t sym
bolizing the advent of a new Faith. 
We bear the seeds of human trans
form a tion and the seeds of the Most 
Great Peace. We in America have 
been placed in the vanguard of this 
Army of Light, as a bounty from 
our beloved Guardian. Our duties 
are consummated in carrying out this 
responsibility placed upon us. Then, 
how have we fared?" 

After describing what objectives 
we have achieved that called upon 
the National Fund, the nature of 
which are described at other places 
in this story, Mr. Kavelin presented 
the budget of National Assembly sug
gested for the new year and made 
the report on expenditures and re
ceipts for 1956-57. The convention 
adopted the budget as it has been 
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outlined, with a total of $425,000 as 
the goal, a reduction of $75,000 com
pared to last year. With receipts 
only $327,000 from contributions last 
year and $348,600 the amount 
collected, even including estate funds 
available, it seems realistic to re
duce the budget for 1957--58. There 
were attempts on the part of the 
delegation to raise this total by ree· 
ommendation of a $40,000 to $60,000 
increase; there were many questions 
of why national committees had not 
spent all the sum allocated to them 
in several instances; and there was 
careful scrutiny of the trusteeships, 
particularly the Summer Schools. 

The treasurer explained that the 
income from the Mathews property 
in Colorado when the government ex· 
propriated it for an- Air Force Acad
emy has been allocated for the much
needed deferred repairs at Green 
Acre, Davison and Geyserville. 

"It is fitting", the treasurer ex
plained. "that the monthly report in 
BAHA'i NEWS which the NSA makes 
be dignified and simple so each of 
you can respond as you feel impelled 
to do. I hope that this standard of 
ad vising the friends on the Fund will 
be maintained." 

An item in the budget that is new 
is the token gifts for the two new 
Temples, Germany and A ustr alia
$2,500:-one thousand a year for two 
years and then five hundred dollars. 
(The Kampala Temple contribution 
has already been budgeted.) And the 
budget is set up for the new fledging 
Assemblies, to each of which Amelia 
Collins, Hand of the Cause in Haifa 
has already given $1,000 each. 

So strong was the feeling about the 

inadvisability of the National Teach
ing Committee continuing to spend 
less than allowed that a recommend
ation passed which in its final form 
included all the committees and sug
gested to the National Assembly the 
propriety of making a realistic anal
ysis of expenses involved for the 
purpose of meeting needs of the 
teaching campaign, in the United 
States particularly. 

Our Home for the Aged 
Presentations made by all other 

committees, teaching, proclamation 
and service,-were excellent, help
ful for the delegates and stimulating 
splendid consultation, with requests 
for information and final recom
mendations to the National As. 
sembly. Some were exceptionally 
thrilling because of achievements; 
others notable because of unique 
plans for the future; and all corre
lated with the needs of the World 
Crusade on some one of its many 
fronts. 

Because of the principle of the 
oneness of mankind to which the 
Baha'is must adhere, the First De
pendency. or Home for the Aged, to 
be erected on property that we own 
in Wilmette, has been delayed. "We 
must await the judgment of the court 
on May 13 to know OUI next move." 
Plans for the building to house 20 
guests are now complete and were 
explained by the committee, with 
prints also for the delegates to see. 
Allocations made for the Home in 
the budget have not been spent. It 
will be a home for elderly people, 
not a hospital, and a large propor
tion may be paying guests, though 
it will have its humanitarian aspects. 
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Teaching Abroad 
The vivid pictures drawn by the 

Intercontinental Teaching commit
tees were fascinating disclosures of 
the heroic endeavors of pioneers. In 
Asia all virgin goals are now filled 
except those behind the Iron Curtain. 
More pioneers are needed to 
strengthen the base for the new re
gional National Spiritual Assembly 
of North East Asia, the third Pillar 
in the Pacific area. 

In Europe three new National As
semblies will need assistance and a 
new one is to be established in 
France, 1958. We are not yet reach
ing the French natives and need pio
neers to teach the French. There are 
still virgin goals, including Spitzber
gen to the far north where an air 

Jine has recently established a base. 
A devoted committee searches week
ends for appropriate property for a 
Temple site in Stockholm. 

In Northwest Africa where a Na
tional Spiritual Assembly was estab
lished in 1956 there is need of pio
neers; and the Guardian has called 
for purchase of an l;Ia:s:;iratu'l-Quds 
in each opened territory. Nigeria 
needs pioneers and Ghana is now 
open to Baha'is. South and West Af
rica is having phenomenal success 
in spite of difficulties, though ··with
out love we could not have won." Be
cause of restrictions un assemblage 
the National Assembly was elected 
this Ri9van by mail. 

In the Western Hemisphere we 
have six years to evolve the four 
new regional National Assemblies 
and one new National Assembly into 
20 National Spiritual Assemblies! 
There are many waiting to be led. 

Americall indian Service Committee and Interracial Teacb.in« Committee displa.ys In Foundation HaU of Ole Baha7 i Bouse 01 
Worship In Wilmette, Ill .• represeotaUve of Ole many dlspla.ys at the 1957 National Convention of the Balli'is of the United States. 



20 

Many new Local Assemblies must be 
formed to form the base for the fu
ture. The Guardian determines when 
the base is strong enough. The one 
remamlng l:Ia?iratulwQuds, in Ca
racas, remains to be secured. 

Our Younger Baha'!s 
One of the most outstanding pre

sentations of the Convention was that 
of the Child Education Committee, 
now working on a philosophy of edu
cation, which when completed from 
a study of Baha'i writings, will in
fluence Child's Way and all other 
material produced by the committee 
and which the committee believes 
will be an approach to what 'Abdu'l
Baha often stated would revolutionize 
the teaching methods in current use. 
The first statement on this philos
ophy was made available to the dele
gates in printed form and will be 
studied, with the consent of the Na
tional Assembly, in Summer Schools. 
It is a philosophy, not a technique, 
but from it techniques may be 
evolved. Its basic viewpoint is the 
Hindependent investigation of truth," 
a privilege that the committee has 
come to believe must be encouraged 
for the child as well as the adult. 
Only then can the child really learn; 
then will he become a Baha'i sO firm 
that he wiU not waver from the Faith. 
The convention expressed a need for 
more children's literature. 

The Youth Committee in a careful 
presentation and during a long con
sultation made it clear that the youth 
need the adu1ts, want to cooperate 
with them on committees and in con
ferences, wish to make use of the 
Persian Baha'i students in this coun
try, suggest the scattering of Baha'i 
youth in many colleges, advise the 
formation of youth committees even 
in communities where there are no 
youth, and encourage the sharing of 
the Youth Bulletin with all the com
munity. 

Reaching the Minorities 
The Interracial Teaching Commit

tee reached the highlight of its pre
sentation with details of observance 
of Negro History Week, a thrilling 
sto~ of the greatest response fronn 
the Negro population in this country 
that there has yet heen. Out of this 
came the idea for a Baha'i Race 
Amity Day, which the National As
sembly and the Guardian have ap
proved, and on which we may con
centrate on the Baha'i principle of 

the oneness of mankind. 
One of the ~oals of the Divine Plan 

and an objective of the Crusade is 
to introduce the Teachings to the 
American Indian. The Indian Service 
Committee reported that its work in 
two fields, translation and conver
sion of tribes, has had small suc
cesses this year. with translation 
proving an op'en door to the Indians, 
"A new day is coming" if and when 
we can have more Baha'i pioneers 
on the reservations; but Indian con
tacts can be found in the big cities 
also. 

Amoz Gibson, a delegate, and pio
neer on the great Navajo reserva
tion; Ethel Murray, the beloved pio
neer on the Cherokee reservation; 
and Dr. F, Melany, who for a year 
held the Indian Service medical post 
on the Crow Agency, Montana, told 
wonderful stories of the Indians and 
how they receive the message of 
Bahit'u'llith. 

Other Pioneers 
In addition to these three special 

speakers, there were other pioneers 
at convention: Miss Valerie Wilson, 
member of the Auxiliary Board for 
Africa, who was one of the first pio~ 
neers to that continent and who spoke 
of the needs there now; Mrs. Robert 
Miller, of South Africa, who brought 
greetings from the friends there; 
Mrs. Carole Hautz, pioneer to South 
Africa; Dr. Leland and Opal J en
sen, Mauritius; Mrs. Charlotte Pinto, 
Mozambique, and Mr. and Mrs. Lyle 
Hadden of Rhodesia. Miss Lecile 
Webster, who has been pioneering in 
the Far East, spoke stirringly of 
Korea and neighboring lands. 

Mr. Bert Rakovsky was accorded 
the platform to bring greetings from 
our sister community of Canada. 

Arms of the NSA 
There is only space here to point 

out important features of the fine 
presentations of all other committees 
of th" National Assembly and urge 
that the believers read not only their 
Annual Reports but also the NSA re
port in BAw/i NEWS on its action on 
all convention recommendations. 

The Summer School program com
mittees called attention to the Guard· 
ian's oft repeated plea that the be· 
lievers go to the schools, Green Acre, 
Davison and Geyserville, reviewed 
the curriculum for this year and dis· 
tributed attractive program folders. 

The fourth Blue Ridge Conference 

JUNE 1957 

was announced for August by the 
three area committees sponsoring it, 
.and plans for the first Southern Re
gion Summer School in the summer 
of 1958 were discussed, It was pointed 
out that it is not necessary to pur
chase property to set up the activi
ties of a summer school. The ques· 
tion of location is not determined yet, 
nor whether there will be only one 
such school. 

Mildred Mottahedeh, representa
tive of the Baha'i International Com~ 
munity, revealed that the Guardian 
has warned that we will again have 
persecution in fdm and so the UN 
contacts committee will be needed. 
Choosing one of the exciting confer~ 
ences of the United Nations which 
she has attended. she described the 
interest shovm by contacts at the 
Ceylon meeting. 

The Baha'i Publishing Trust, which 
came into existence as an objective 
of the World Crusade, the first and 
only institution that exists in the 
Faith that is self-sustaining, conducts 
its business on the basis of teaching 
the Faith through literature and of 
building something toward a reserve 
fund for expansion in the future. Mrs~ 
Eunice Braun, Managing Director, 
laid special emphasis on setting up of 
more efficient distribution mediums, 
such as local Assembly committees 
and area conference displays. 

The United Nations Committee 
urged celebration of UN Day and 
likewise of Human Rights Day next 
fall. The Radio Reviewing Commit
tee reported it will be glad to receive 
new scripts, and it urged the con· 
vention to prepare a catalogue of 
existing scripts and tapes. The 
Pres,s Service Committee reported a 
gratifying increase in circulaton and 
column inches for Baha'i releases 
and advertising, and reviewed by the 
use of cards the Schedule of Special 
Events for the current year, with 
Race Amity Day as the most im· 
portant addition, in this systematic 
campaign. 

The Audio-Visual Committee can 
supply a great vari-ety of tapes, re· 
cords and slides suitable for Baha'i 
and for public use. Convention 
showed enthusiasm over several pro
posed projects. Service for the Blind 
receives appealing letters for more 
Baha'i literature in Braille than we 
have produced. 

Election of the NSA 
About midway of the Convention, 
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so that consultation could be possible 
with both the outgoing National As
sembly and the incoming one, the 
national election was held, with de
legates casting their ballots in the 
dedicated and prayerful atmosphere 
of a quiet Foundation Hall_ Total 
number of delegates entitled to vote 
was 171; voting in person. 131 and 
by mail 38; total votes ca s t 1,521. The 
Baha'is named to serve on the na
tional body for this year with the 
office that subsequent organization 
of the Assembly gave them, are as 
follows: Paul E _ Haney, Chairm an ; 
Charles Wolcott, Vice-Chairman; 
Horace Holley, Secretary; Edna 
True, Recording Secretary; Barrah 
Kavelin, treasurer; Charlotte Lin
foot, Assistant Secretary; and Mar
gery McCormick, Dr. Katherine True 
and Robert McLaughlin. 

Convention registration figures on 
the last day were: number of dele
gates 136; Baha'i visitors, 809; Ba
ha'is from abroad. 20; total attend
ance 967 t a new high for years other 
than Jubilee. 

The three American Hands of the 
Cause, Mrs. Corinne True, Mr. Hol
ley and Mr. Haney t closed the con~ 
vention Wednesday afternoon with 
their presence and words of wisdom. 
Mr_ Holley said: 

"The divine institutions imply a di
vine community raised to a certain 
level of insight and co-operation. We 
can be carried along by the rest of 
the group just as a child is by its 
parents and we as Baha'is often are, 
and not from the light in our own 
hearts. Each individual has a re
sponsibility between himself and 
God. He must take the step from the 
unconscious, the hereditary and the 
instinctual to the realm of the spirit. 
When we as a community have each 

,taken that step the institutions will 
operate as well-oiled machinery. This 
is the mystery of the unfoldment of 
the light of God in our hearts. 

uSo my appeal to you is that we 
realize that as individuals we must 
take that most decisive step. We 
must be on the level of carrying 
ourselves, not of being carried 
along." 

Mr. Haney reminded us that in this 
Faith blessings bring responsibilities 
and quoted: "His grace shall assist 
thee at all times, ere long it shall 
be manifest." 

-ALICE SIMMONS Cox 
Convention Reporter 
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SPECIAL EVENTS FOR PROCLAIMING BAHA'i FAITH 
TO THE PUBLIC 1 

Race Amity Day 
June 9, 1957 

Martydrom of the Bab 
July 9, 1957 

Baha'i Proclamation Day 
September 23, 1957 

United Nations Day 
October 24, 1957 

Birthday of Baba'u'l!ilh 
November 12, 1957 

Baha.ti State Conventions 
December 1, 1957 

Human Rights Day 
December 10, 1957 

World Religion Day 
January 19, 1958 

Naw-Ruz (Baba.'! New Year) 
March 21, 1958 

World Youth Day 
March 25, 1958 

Baha'i National Convention 
April 24-27, 1958 

L:eClaration of the Bab 
May 23, 1958 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 

1957-1958 

To proclaim the oneness of humanity. 

To publicize developments at the 
Baha'i World Center and the signifi
cance of the martyrdom of the Bah and 
His Shrine. 

To proclaim America's spiritual mis~ 
sion; to observe the anniversary of the 
Faith's introduction to America. 

To proclaim the spiritual basis on 
which the nations can unite for lasting 
peace. 

To proclaim the appearance of the 
Promised One of all religions as the 
Lord of the New Age. 

To publicize attendance and progress 
of the Ten-Year Spiritual Crusade. 

To proclaim the BaM'i principles of 
justice for all mankind. 

To proclaim the fundamental oneness 
of religion~ 

To proclaim the renewal of religion 
and a new spiritual springtime. 

To arouse the interest of all youth in 
the Baha'i prescription for a united 
world. 

To publicize the delegate attendance 
and progress of the Ten-Year Spiritual 
Crusade. 

To proclaim the birth of a new Uni
versal Cycle and the fulfillment of pro
phecy. 

The Bridgeport Sunday Post 
(Conn.,) of March 17, 1957, published 
a feature story on Israel as a home 
not only for Jew s but for Christians. 
Arabs, and others. "The different 
non-Jewish communities within the 
state of Israel are assisted by the 
Ministry for Religious Affairs. Spe
cial departments serve the Moslem, 
Christian, Druze and Bahit'i com
munities." t'The Baha'is have an 
enormously impressive temple (i.e .. 
Shrine of the Bab) in Haifa, bringing 
disciples from everywhere to their 
world center. n 

1957, noted the Baha'i New Year's 
Day with a feature article with il
lustration of the International Ar
chives Building showing the dome of 
the Shrine of the Bab in right back
ground. Written .by Ya'acov Ardon. 
this a rtiele presents the history \lnd 
teachings of the Faith with accuracy 
and sympathetic understanding. 
"The religious principles of the 
Baha'i faith as expounded by the 
Bab and Baha!u'llith are similar to 
those of older monotheistic faiths 
and express restatement of 'the 
eternal verities of underlying all the 
religions of the past.' There is, how
ever, an essential point of difference 
with a distinctly modern flavor: re-The Jerusalem Post, March 21, 
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ligious truth, according to Baha'i 
conception, is not absolute but rela
tive and divine revelation (is) con· 
tinuous and progressive." 

Boys' Life, January 1957. the mag
azine of the Boy Scouts, reproduces 
prize winning photographs submitted 
by boys, A picture of the House of 
Worship taken by Wayne Newell of 
Princeton, N.J., won a second prize. 

A special article on Dr. Marcus 
Bach by Dan L. Thropp. religious 
editor, published in Los Angeles 
Times, March 30 t 1957, includes the 
Baha'i faith among the religions Dr. 
Bach has studied. "With the collapse 
of schemes for improving the world 
through political devices," he said, 
"we are turning to an honest in
vestigation of the eternal values and 
our relationship with them." 

The Finnish-American Blue-White 
Book for 1957, a yearbook published 
in the Finnish language by Finnish 
Newspaper Co., Brooklyn, publishes 
a detailed article about the Faith 
based upon an approved Baha'i text. 
Two Finnish-American Baha'is, Ida 
Hiltunen, Chicago, and Josephine 
Kruka, are mentioned at the end of 
the article. 

A pamphlet entitled Some Current 
Religious Teachings on Biological 
Matters in the United States, by 
Phyllis C. Martin, Chatham College, 
Pittsburgh, reprinted from Proceed
ings of the Pennsylvania Academy 
of Science, Vol. XXX, 1956, lists 
Some Answered Questions as one of 
the references used. The author has 
sought to find religious teachings 
dealing with the origin of life, the 
origin of species, the place of man 
among the species, diet, surgery, 
marriage, etc. 

The Vista, Central State College 
newspaper, Edmond, Okla., on 
March 14 ran a brief sketch of an 
iranian Baha'i student, Mohabat 
Sobhani, with a photograph of him 
showing the reporter some Baha'i 
illustrations. 

La Tab!e Ronde,September 1956, 
a monthly review published in Paris, 
presents an article by Robert 
Amadan which devotes a paragraph 
to summarizing the Baha'i Faith. 

Prairie Club Bulletin, March 1957, 
which supplies information about 
weekend walking tours for members, 
for April 7, 1957, listed the Baha'i 
Temple, the Sunday afternoon wor
ship service, and a guided tour. 

The Wilmette Park District has 
circulated an illustrated brochure on 
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Children's Hour of the HarUord. Conn., Baha'i group, which meets 
every Sunday morning. 

local parks and playgrounds. A 
photograph of Wilmette Harbor 
shows the Temple in the background. 

A newspaper in Stavanger. Nor
way. has published an article de
voted to the Baha'i Faith under the 
title nEastern Unity Religion That 
Is Spreading Over the World." Based. 
on an interview with Mrs. Amelia 
Bowman, American Baha'i pioneer, 
the article answers the questions: 
What Is Balui'i? What ATe the 
Baha'i Ideas, and furnishes its read
ers with a very interesting summary 
of the present worldwide status of 
the Faith. 

Alfred B. Reed is listed (with por
trait) as Presid.mt of World Affairs 
Council in Rochester. N.Y., in 
Rochester Co.mmeTce~ Vol. 44, No.2, 
published for the Rochester Cham
ber of Commerce. 

The Delta Trading Co., Ltd., of Tel 
Aviv, Israel, publishes a daily cal
endar for 1957 with full page illus
tration of the Shrine of the Bab. The 
calendar dates are given in English, 
French, and Spanish. 

Bryce News, mimeographed house 
organ published by the patients of 
Bryce Hospital~ Tuscaloosa, Ala., on 
March 23, 1957, devoted an article 
entitled HBaha'i Dies" to the passing 
of George Stephens Frain in North
port on March 16. His wife, Dr. 
Marie Frain, is a psychiatrist and 
physician on the hospital staff. 

The Ledger-Star, of Inkster, Mich., 
on February 28, 1957, announced a 
B aha' i talk. by Mrs. Lois N ochm an, 
with photo. Mrs. Nachman was re~ 

ferred to as author of The CurteZ 
Sonnets of Gerard Manley Hopkins, 
and was an instructor of English at 
Highland Park Junior College. 

Heritage 0.1 the Desert, by Harry 
B. Ellis, published by Ronald Press, 
New York, 1956, contains a brief 
passing reference to the Faith on 
page 193. 

Radio Replies, Vol. III, a Catholic 
work published in St. Paul, Minn., 
refers to the Faith, concluding with 
this statement: "This strange re .. 
ligious aberration is winning many 
credulous souls who have lost their 
grip on such religion as they pre
viously possessed, and are in search 
of a new one." 

LedgeT-Disvatch and Star, March 
30. 1957, published in Norfolk-Ports
mouth, Va., ran an extensive inter
view with Mrs. Behjat Arnold with 
a three-column photo of Mrs. Arnold 
seated in her home with a picture 
of the Master and a framed Greatest· 
Name in the background. This in
terview was arranged after Mrs. 
Arnold had spoken to the Chesapeake 
Women's Club and its members had 
brought her talk to the attention of 
the editor. The reporter emphasized 
Mrs. Arnold's Persian background 
but made it possible for her to in
troduce the subject of the Faith. 
"When Baha'u'llah was imprisoned 
in the Great Prison of Acca, Pales
tine . . . the prophet sent for Mrs. 
Arnold's great grandparents. Though 
they were allowed to live in homes, 
they were still considered prisoners. 
Thus it was that Mrs. Arnold was 
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born in Palestine." 
The 6th edition of the Yearbook of 

International Organizations 1956-
1957, published in the French lan
guage by the Union of International 
Associations, Brussells, contains a 
page-long reference to the Baha'i 
International Community (page 287). 
This volume deals with United N a
tions, UNESCO and non-governmen
tal organizations listed at United 
Nations. 

A novel "ntitled The Valleys of the 
Assassins~ by Freya Stark, a Pen
guin book, has a brief but favorable 
reference to the Faith on page 162. 

The New York Times Book Re
view section, Sunday, March 10,1957, 
carried a large advertisement of 
Marcus Bach's The Circle Df Faith 
which includes the name of Shoghi 
Effendi as one of the "great figures 
of our time" interviewed by the 
author. 

The illinois Times, Negro paper 
published in Champaign, Ill., on 
March 26 announced the Baha'i 
Friendship dinner given on March 23 
at the University YMCA at which 
Prof. F. G. Banta of the University 
of Illinois, and George R. Brawley, 
Baha'i, were the speakers. 

The April 21 issue of the Sunday 

WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 

Fifth Yeollr; 1957·1958 

Annual Budget .......... $425.000.00 
Total Requirements: 

May 1 to May 15 ..... $ 17,700.00 
Total Contributions: 

May 1 to May 15 ..... 10,500.00 

-NATIONAL SPIRIT'L"AL ASSEMBLY 

Star-Ledger of Newark, N.J., an
nounced on its religion page the be
ginning of Rigvan with a brief ref
erence to the three Central Figures 
of the Faith. 

The New York Sunday Mirror, 
March 31, 1957, published a photo
graph of Actress Lisa Monteel over 
the caption 'lActress to Be a Baha'i 
Bride. " 

The photograph of the Interna
tional Archives Building has now ap
peared in the Seattle Times of 
March 3. 

The Pampa, Texas, Daily News, 
reporting on February 22 on State 
Legislature events, mentioned that a 
bill had been introduced to allow 
Baha'i officers to perform marriage 
ceremonies and had been passed by 
the House. 

Baha'i Sunday School held weekly at the Bahi'j Center in HonoluJu, Hawaii. 
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AREA NEWS BULLETINS 
The Area Teaching Conference 

held in Austin, Texas, on February 
24 attracted over 20 Baha'is from 
Texas and Louisiana. The Charter of 
a Divine CiviHzation and a paper 
titled 'lAction for the Individual" 
were studied. A summ ary of the 
plans of the four Texas communities 
tor extension teaching was pre
sented~ and consultation followed an 
the agenda theme "What You Want 
to Do to Further the Ten-Year 
Crusade. It 

A series of public meetings on "A 
Common Faith: Basis of World 
Peace" has been conducted by the 
Galveston, Texas, group. Guest 
speakers gave talks on some of the 
world religions, and Baha'i speakers 
presented the principles of the Mus
lim and Baha'i Faiths. This series 
was preceded by a television inter. 
view with two Baha'is and one guest. 

"Baha'is in Their Community," 
"Baha'is in Their Non-Baha'i Com
munity of Everyday Life," and "Our 
Attitude and What It Meansu were 
the subjects for consultation at a 
New England Area Teaching Confer
ence held at Worcester, Mass., on 
February 17. 

An inspiring all-state dual adult 
and youth conference was held at 
Lakewood, Colo., on February 17. 
Mrs. Ruth Moff"tt conducted the 
morning session consultation on HRe_ 
vitalization of the Home Front." At 
the afternoon session local activity 
reports from seven communities 
were given, while the youth con
sulted On questions submitted by the 
National Youth Committee. 

Six New Mexico communities were 
represented at a state conference 
held at Albuquerque Oil March 3. 

Laramie, Wyo., Baha'is held 15 
firesides during January, at two of 
which there were Indian guests, and 
24 meetings of various types during 
February, including small but effec
tive open meetings. One fireside was 
attended by 12 Navajos, including 
six children. 

The regular Sunday Study Class 
held by the North Little Rock and 
Little Rock, Ark., Baha'is has out
gro'Wl1 the homes formerly used for 
the meetings, and is now given in 
the Y.W.C.A. 

Rogers, Ark., Baha'is have ar
ranged to have Baha'i literature 
placed in the bus depot, housed in a 
newly constructed bank building. 

-
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The literature container was de
signed in the shape of the Baha'; 
House of Worship, and was painted 
gold, with a glass front added to hold 
the pamphlet.s. 

Regular weekly firesides at 
Greeley t Colo., brought ten new con~ 
tacts in one month. Additional fire· 
sides have been held in non-Baha'i 
homes .at the specific request of 
several new contacts, "as yet too 
shy to attend the regular gather
ings,." 

SALES COMMlnEE OFFERS 
PLAQUE OF "GREATEST NAME" 

The Baha'i Sales Committee can 
fill orders for "The Greatest Name" 
printed on heavy white stock in 
gold for 35 cents a copy, and in 
black for 25 cents a copy. Orders 
should be sent to: Mr. Harry E. 
Walrath, 909 West Foster St., Chi
cago 40, III. 

Baha'i: A Second Look. Reprint from 
Christian Century Magazine of April 
10, 1957. For information on this item 
and how it is to be used see article 
on page 4, "A Teaching Campaign 
to Revitalize the Home Community" 
by the National Spiritual Assembly. 
Size 6 x 9, four pages. 

25 copies .... ,., .. , ......... $ 1.00 
100 copies .................... 3.00 
500 copies .............. , .... ,12.00 

Christ and Bah"'u'lhih. By George 
Townshend. (Published by George 
Rona1d). For information on this 
item read the article concerning it 
on page 5 by the National Spiritual 
Assembly. 

Per copy (Bound in cloth) .... $2.00 
(Presently out of stock in England, 
available about July 10.) 
Per copy (Bound in paper) .. 1.00 
(Available about June 15.) 

The Secret of Divine Civilization. 
By 'Abdu'I·Bahit. Translated by Mar-

zieh Gail. Introduction by Horace 
Holley. This work, written in 1875, 
first published in Engiish in London, 
1910, and in Chicago in 1918 under 
the title Mysterious Forces of CivHi-
2ation~ is more accurately rendered 
in this new translation, 

The book, handsomely printed and 
bound, is set in Fairfield type with 
Civilite initial letters, and has a two
piece binding of natural linen and 
deep red, with gold stamping. The 
cloth is pyroxylin treated to resist 
moisture and soil. 

Per copy .. . . . . . . . $2.50 

Baha'i Answers. This pamphlet an
swers many of the questions most 
frequently asked about the Baha'i 
Faith. 

There are nineteen questions in all, 
briefly but clearly answered, and 
prepared in convenient pocket size 
for easy carrying or mailing~ with 
an attractive cover design showing 
a portion of the Baha'i Temple de
signed by Wm. Musler. It should 
prove to be an excellent teaching and 
contact pamphlet for all Baha'is. 

Ten copies ................. , $ .75 
100 copies ........... , .... , ... 6.00 

Foreign Language Literature 
The Hidden Words of Bah"'u'I1,,h 
(Spanish). Bound in paper. 

Per copy .............. , ... ,.$ .60 

Out of Print 
What Modern Man Must Know 
About Religion. Study Outline. 
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Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

Weekdays and Saturdays 
1:00 - 4:00 P.M. 
(Auditorium open) 

Sundays 

10:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. 
(Entire building open) 

Service of Worship 
Sundays 

3 :30 P.M., lasting until 4:15 

JUNE 1957 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FOR 
DAVISON SCHOOL REGISTRAR 

The Davison Baha'i School, Davi
son, Mich., announces a new address 
for the Registrar, to whom res'erva
tions should be sent; 

Mr. Rason Dobbs, Hegistrar 
3208 S. State Road 
Davison , Mich. 

FEASTS 
June 5 - NUt- (Light) 
June 24 -RaJ:tmat (Mercy) 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY MEETING 

JWle 21, 22, 23 

Ketchikan, Alaska: Mrs. Gail F. Avery 
to Mr. Albert S. Davis on March 20, 
1957. 

Los Angeles, California: Miss Irene 
Montwill to Mr, Azemat JanU on March 
31, 1957. 

Teaneck. New Jersey: Mrs, Audrey Jane 
Henderson to Dc. Leslie Marcus on 
April 13, 1957, 

Los Angeles, California: Miss Jane Cart
wright to Mr. Andrew N. Montwill on 
April 19, 1957, 

Mrs. Jewel Dunham 
Phoenix, Arizona 
March 22, 1957 

Mrs, Paul White 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
April 2, 1957 

Mr, Lewis S, Fair 
Fresno, California 
April 9, 1957 

Mrs. Olive Gardner 
Chicago, Illinois 
April 11, 1957 

Anthony Y. Seto 
Tokyo, Japan 
May 6, 1957 

BAHA'i NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
at. the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands, Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1957-58: Mrs. Eunice Braun. Miss 
Charlotte Linfoot, Mr. Richard C. Thomas, 
Editorial Office; 110 Linden Avenue. Wilmette. Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Bahcl.'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U,S,A, 
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Epoch-Making Victory Won Over Covenant-Breakers 

With feelings (of) profound joy, 
exultation (and) thankfnlness, an
nounce (on) morrow (of) sixty-fifth 
Anniversary (of) Ascension (of) 
Baha'u'llah, signal, epoch-making 
victory won over (the) ignoble band 
(of) breakers (of) His Covenant 
which, (in the) course (of) over six 
decades, has entrenched itself (in the) 
precincts (of the) Most Holy Shrine 
(of the) Babi>.'i world, provoking 
through acts of overt hostility (and) 
ingenious machinations, in alliance 
(with) external enemies under three 
successive regimes, (the) wrath (of 
the) Lord (of the) Covenant Him
self, incurring (the) m aleruction (of 
the) Concourse on high, (and) fill
ing (with) inexpressible anguish 
(the) heart (of) 'Abdu'l-Baha. 

(The) expropriation order issued 
(by the) Israeli government, men
tioned (in the) recent Convention 
Message, related (to the) entire 
property owned (by) Covenant-break
ers within (the) l;!aram-i.Aqdas, re
cently contested (by) these same 
enemies through appeal (to) Israel's 
Supreme Court, now confirmed 
through adverse decision just an· 
nounced (by) same Court, enabling 
(the) civil authorities (te) enforce 
(the) original decision (and) proceed 
(with the) eviction (of the) wretched 
remnants (of the) once redoubtable 
adversaries who, both within (the) 
Holy Land (and) beyond its confines, 
labored so long (and) so assiduously 
(to) disrupt (the) foundations (of 

Message From the Guardian 

the) Faith, sap (their) loyalty (and) 
cause (a) permanent cleavage (in 
the) ranks (of) its supporters. 

This final, shattering (and) most 
humiliating blow may well be re
ga rded (a s the) cuimina tion (in the) 
long series (of) reverses suffered 
(by) these same relentless foes, 
marked by (the) repudiation (of) 
their preposterous c1aims following 
(the) Passing of Baha'u'llah, by (the) 
overwhelminj( majority (of) His fol
lowers, east (and) west; by (the) 
abject failure (of) 'Abdu'l-Hamid, as 
well as. (the) notorious Commission 
(of) InqUiry, (te) banish 'Abdu'!
BaM. (to) Fezzan; by (the) ignomin
ious defeat (of the) Turkish Com
mander-in-Chief, (the) cruel, boast
ful Jamlll pa'!J).a, following his threat 
(to) crucify (the) Center (of the) 
Covenant outside (the) main gate 
(of the) fortress City (of) 'Akkil; by 
acquisition (of the) site (for the) 
construction (of the) Bab's Sepul
chre; by (the) restitution (of the) 
keys (to the) Most Holy Tomb (and 
the) recognition (by the) British 
authorities (of the) right (of the) 
Baha'i world community (to the) 
custodianship (of the) BaM.'1 
Shrines; by (the) establishment (of 
the) international Baha'i endow· 
ments (on) Mt. Carmel; by (the) 
formation (of the) Palestine branches 
(of the) Baha'i National Assemblies; 
by exhumation (of the) Brother 
(and) Mother (of) 'Abdu'l-Bah:i. (and) 
reburial (in the) neighborhood (of 

the) Bitb's resting place; by (the) 
evacuation by (these) same adver· 
saries (of the) Mansion (of) Bahjl, 
after forty years' occupancy; by (the) 
demise, (in) distressing circum· 
stances, (of the) archbreaker (of 
the) Covenant himself; by (the) 
ignominious flight (of) his henchmen 
(on the) eve (of the) disturb ances 
which rocked (the) Holy Land (in) 
recent years; by (the) deaths with 
dramatic swiftness (of this) same 
lieutenant, his kindred (and) closest 
associates; by (the) intervention (of 
the) Israeli government (in) denying 
(the) competence (of the) civil 
courts (to) adjudicate (the) case 
brought (by the) remnant (of) these 
(same) Covenant-breakers (and the) 
subsequent authorization issued (by 
the) Prime minister (and) Minister 
(of) Foreign Affairs (to) demolish 
(the) ruined building close (to the) 
vicinity (of) Baha'u'IJah's Tomb; 
finally, by (the) extinction (of the) 
life (of the) prime mover (in the) 
diabolical plans directed (during 
the) course (of) three decades 
against ~Abdu'l-BahcL 

(The) implementation (of) this 
order will, (at) long last, cleanse 
(the) Outer Sanctuary (of the) Qiblih 
(of the) Bahit'l world (of the) pollu
tion staining (the) fair name (of the) 
Faith (and) pave (the) way (for the) 
adoption (and) execution (of) pre
liminary measures designed (to) 
herald (the) construction (in) fnture 
decades (of the) stately, befitting 
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Mausoleum designed (to) enshrine 
(the) holiest dust (the) earth ever 
received (into) its bosom. 

Share announcement Hands (Df 
the) Cause (and) all National As
semblies. 

-SHOGm 
Haifa, June 3, 1957 

Dear Baha'i Friends: 
The beloved Guardian's message, 

addressed to all Hands of the Cause 
and all National Assemblies, reveals 
the mysterious power of the Mani
festation, operating on its own time 
schedule, to protect the Faith of 
God. Terminated at last are those 
evil efforts to suppress the Divine 
Word which so long assailed 
Baha'u'llah, the revered Master, and 
later our Leader and Head, Shoghi 
Effendi. 

Now at last the sacred area con· 
stituting the Shrines and the spirit
ual and administrative World Center 
in the Holy Land has been purged of 
the presence of the Covenant· 
breakers. Pure and stainless, it sym
bolizes for Baha'is the origin and the 
unfoldment of the World Faith des
tined to unify mankind in one re
ligion and one order; and for non
Baha'is their supreme challenge and 
fateful test. 

Likewise this victory calls to all 
believers to arise, in deeper under
standing, firmer conviction, and will
ing sacrifice. and serve the World 
Crusade as never before. 

Local incidents causing confusion 
among the friends, personal feelings 
which conceal the majesty of a God
given. world-embracing Faith, all 
these obstacles to service are swept 
away as chaff before a mighty gale. 

Here we stand, the Baha'is of East 
and West, one small but united band 
of followers, and all about us stands 
the desperate, the stricken world. 
May each one of us play nobly his 
own part in the greatest drama ever 
enacted upon this earth. Whatever 
one believer may do, let it be in 
utter humility and gratitude for the 
gift of the new life, because that 
new life has come to us through the 
supreme sacrifice of the Herald, the 
Founder, the Center of the Covenant, 
the martyrs and the Guardian. 
Theirs is the Victory; OUTS the priv
ilege of maintaining that Victory un
compromised, untarnished, through
out our span of -existence! 

-NATIONAL SPlRlTUAL ASSEMBLY 

The Guardian's Call 
to Hands of Cause 

and National Assemblies 
Message from Shoghi Effendi 

Divinely appointed Institution (of 
the) Hands (of the) Cause, invested 
(by) virtue (of the) authority con
ferred (by the) Testament (of the) 
Center (of the) Covenant (with the) 
twin functions (of) protecting (and) 
propagating (the) Faith (of) Bah"
'u'lliih, now entering new phase 
(in the) process (of the) unfoldment 
(of) its sacred mission. To its newly 
assured responsibility (to) assist Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies (of the) 
Baha'i world (in the) specific pur
pose (of) effectively prosecuting 
(the) World Spiritual Crusade, (the) 
primary obligation (to) watch over 
(and) insure protection (to the) 
Baha'i world community, in close 
collaboration (with) these same Na
tional Assemblies, (is) now added. 

Recent events, (the) triumphant 
consum m a tion (of a) series (of) his
toric enterprises, such as (the) con
struction (of the) superstructure (of) 
the) Bab's Sepulchre, (the) dedica
tion (of the) Mother Temple (of the) 
West, (the) world-wide celebrations 
(of the) Holy Year, (the) convoca
tion (of) four Intercontinental Teach
ing Conferences launching (the) Ten 
Year Crusade, (the) Wlprecedented 
dispersal (of) its valiant prosecutors 
(over the) face (of the) globe, (the) 
extraordinary progress (of the) Afri
can (and) Pacific campaigns, (the) 
rise (of the) administrative order (in 
the) Arabian Peninsula (in the) heart 
(of the) Islamic world, (the) discom
fiture (of the) powerful antagonists 
(in the) Cradle (of the) Faith, (the) 
erection (of the) International Ar
chives, heralding (the) establishment 
(of the) seat (of the) World Admin
istrative Order (in the) Holy Land, 
served (to) inflame (the) unquench
able animosity (of its) Muslim op
ponents (and) raised up (a) new set 
(of) adversaries (in the) Christian 
fold (and) roused internal enemies, 
old (and) new Covenant-breakers, 
(to) fresh attempts (to) arrest (the) 
march (of the) Cause of God, mis
represent its purpose, disrupt its ad
ministrative institutions, dampen 
(the) zeal (and) sap (the) loyalty 
(of) its supporters. 

, .... - ... ~.- .. -. 
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Evidences (of) increasing hostility 
without, persistent machinations 
within, foreshadowing dire contests 
destined (to) range (the) Army (of) 
Light (against the) forces (of) dark
ness, both secular (and) religious, 
predicted {in} unequivocal language 
(by) 'Abdu'l-Baha, necessitate (in) 
this crucial hour closer association 
(af the) Hands (of the) five conti
nents (and the) bodies (of the) 
elected representatives (of the) na
tional Baha'i communities (the) 
world over (for) joint investigation 
(of the) nefarious activities (of) 
internal enemies (and the) adop
tion (of) wise, effective measures 
(to) counteract their treacherous 
schemes, protect (the) mass (of the) 
believers, (and) arrest (the) spread 
(of their) evil influence. 

Call upon Hands (and) National 
Assemblies, each continent separate
ly, (to) establish henceforth direct 
contact (and) deliberate, whenever 
feasible, as frequently (as) possible, 
(to) exchange reports to be submit
ted by their respective Auxiliary 
Boards (and) national committees 
(to) exercise unrelaxing vigilanc~ 
(and) carry out unflinchingly (their) 
sacred, inescapable duties. (The) se
curity (of our) precious Faith, (the) 
preservation (of the) spiritual health 
(~f ~e) Baha'i communities, (the) 
VItality (of the) faith (of) its indi
vidual members, (the) proper func
tioning (of) its laboriously erected 
institutions, (the) fruition (of) its 
worldwide enterprises, (the) fulfil
ment (of) its ultimate destiny, all 
(are) dIrectly dependent (upon the) 
befitting discharge (of the) weighty 
responsibilities now resting (upon 
the) members (of) these two insti
tutions, occupying, with (the) Uni
versal House (of) Justice, next (to 
the) Institution (of the) Guardian
ship, foremost rank (in the) divinely 
ordained administrative heirarchy 
(of the) World Order (of) Baha
'u'nab. 

Haifa, June 4, 1957 

Dear Bahati Friends: 
The Victory announced by the be

loved Guardian in his message of 
June 3 marks a turning-point in the 
evolution of the Baha'i world com
munity. 

The present message, following so 
closely, calls upon the two institu~ 
tions of the Faith, the Hands of the 
Cause and the National Assemblies, 
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International Baha'i Archives Building on Mt. Carmel, Haifa. 

to assume greater responsibilities 
in prosecution of the Ten-Year Plan. 

For each victory raises up new 
enemies and by successive victories 
the Faith of Baha'u'llah establishes 
itseH throughout the world. As every 
religion born of God testified, the 
quality of faith is inseparable from 
struggle to save mankind from 
superstition, dogma, materialism, 
which are the dark shadows cast by 
those who tUrn their backs to the 
Sun. 

The Institution of the Hands, Shog
hi Effendi announces, is "now enter
ing a new phase (in the) process 
(of the) unfoldment (of) its sacred 
mission." 

To its responsibility for assisting 
National Spiritual Assemblies in 
their prosecution of the World Cru
sade the Guardian now adds that of 
watching over and insuring the pro
tection of the Baha'i Community in 
collaboration with these same Na-

tional Assemblies. 
The great historic achievements of 

the Faith, the Guardian points out, 
have inflamed the "unquenchable 
animosity (of its) Muslim oppo
nents," "raised up (a) new set (of) 
adversaries" in Christendom, and 
"roused internal enemies, old (and) 
new Covenant-breakers (to) fresh 
attempts" to destroy the Cause of 
God. 

The Guardian finds j 'evidences (of) 
increasing hostility without" and 
"persistent machinations within" 
which foreshadow "dire contests" 
destined to bring into complete op
position the Baha'is and the {<forces 
(of) darkness, both secular (and) re
ligious" which 'Abdu'l-Baha plainly 
foretold. 

Such a formidable world-wide 
struggle, as the Guardian states, call 
for ucloser association (of the) 
Hands (of the) five continents (and 
the) bodies (of the) elected repre-

sentatives (of the) national Baha'i 
communities (the) world over (for) 
joint investigation" and the "adopa 
tion (of) wise, effective measures 
(to) counteract their treacherous 
schemes, protect (the) mass (of the) 
believers and arrest (the) spread 
(of their) evil influence.'-' 

He further adds: "Security (of our) 
precious Faith, preservation (of the) 
spiritual health (of the) Baha'i com
munities . . . fruition (of) its world
wide enterprises, fulfilment (of) its 
ultimate destiny" are directly depen
dent upon the discharge of their 
weighty responsibilities by the merna 
bers of these tw'o institutions. 

While this message is primarily 
directed to the Hands of the Cause 
and the National Assemblies, the in
dividual Baha'i is also wholly in
volved. For this climax of resistance 
to the Promised One win, sooner or 
later, present each Baha'j with some 
situation which will either demon4 

3 
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strate his utter sincerity or cause 
him to deny the Faith he claims to 
love and serve. 

With this clear foreknowledge of 
events to come, it is for us as in
dividual believers to sharpen the 
sword of truth and polish the shield 
of courage, that we may be prepared 
to stand steadfast in the army of the 
Lord of Hosh when the hour of test 
and sifting arrives. The spiritual 
struggle of the soul is won before 
the battle is engaged. 

-NATIONAL SPlRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

Guardian Announces 

Return of National 
Center in lihran 

In a cable received June 8, 1957, 
which directed our National Spirit
ual Assembly to cable the text to the 
other National Assemblies, the be·" 
loved Guardian stated: "Rejoice an
nounce yet another victory won (in) 
cradle (of) Faith, swiftly following 
crushing defeat recently sustained 
(by) Covenant-breakers (in) Holy 
Land. National Haziratu'!-Quds (in) 
Tibran (has been)' returned, com
pleting thereby (the) restitution (of) 
Baha'i properties seized (at the) in
stigation (of) traditional enemies 
(in) Bah'u'llah's native land." 

The same cable directed that the 
National Spiritual Assemblies, and 
the local Assemblies under their ju
risdiction. cable the ~ah expressing 
their gratitude. A11local Assemblies 
in the United States were imme4 
diately advised by letter. 

The Guardian in a separate cable 
received at the same time directed 
that all National Assemblies are to 
avoid publicity concerning the res
toration of this Haziratu'l-Quds. The 
same directive ~aturally applies to 
all local Assemblies, Committees and 
individual believers. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

I ndividual Firesides 
The following excerpt is taken 

from a letter written on behalf of 
the Guardian by the Assistant Sec
retary dated March 6, 1957, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred Bennett of Butte, 

WiUiam J. Carr, shown in his Toom 
at a U.S. Air Force Base somewhere 
in Greenland. Mr. Carr is the be
liever Hving in the northernmost spot 
in the Baha'i 'WOTld, 76 degrees north 

latitude. 

Mont. It is published as an incentive 
to all American Baha'is. 

e'The friends must realize their in
dividual responsibility. Each must 
hold a Fireside in his or her home, 
once in 19 days, where new people 
are invited, and where some phase 
of the Faith is mentioned and dis
cussed. If this is done with the intent 
of showing Baha'i hospitality and 
love, then there will be results. Peo
ple will become interested in 'what' 
you are interested in, and then be 
interested in studying. Individual 
firesides will bring the knowledge of 
the Faith to more people, under fa
vorable circumstances, and thus con~ 
stantly enrich its circle of friends, 
and finally its members. There is no 
subsitute for the teaching work of 
the individual." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

~Hi9h-Minded Promoter of Faith" 

The following cablegram was sent 
by the Guardian to Mrs. Mamie Seto 
after being informed of the passing 
of Anthony Y. Seto, pioneer settler 
in Hong Kong_ 

HGrieved sudden loss dear husband, 
valued, consecrated high-minded 
promoter (of) Faith. (The) record 
(of) his deeply appreciated services 
both (in) America (and) Asia (is) 
unforgettable. (His) reward (is) 
great (in) Abhit Kingdom. Assure 
loving, fervent prayers (for) pro
gress (of) his soul." 

--SHocm 
Cable received May 7, 1957 

JULY 1957 

Our Inescapable 
Responsibilitv 

In response to the recommenda
tion of the delegates to the Forty
Ninth Annual Convention, the Na~ 
tiona! Spiritual Assembly is calling 
to the attention of every Baha'i the 
following closing paragraphs from 
the "Report of the Secretary" (of 
the National Spiritual Assembly) 
published on pages 8 and 9 of the 
Baha', Annual Reports, 1956-1957, a 
copy of which was sent to every 
American believer with the May iS4 
sue of BAHiVf NEWS. The friends are 
requested to read these paragraphs 
carefully, to discuss them at an early 
Nineteen Day Feast and 10 relate 
them to the Guardian's cabled reply 
to the pledge contained in the mes
sage sent to him from the Conven
tion. (See page 15, column 2, June 
BAHA'! NEWS.) 

Whatever tasks are allotted to the 
Baha'is of the United States during 
the next phase of the Ten Year Plan, 
the strengthening of the home front 
will be an essential requisite to our 
success as trustees of the Master's 
Divine Plan. 

At the root of this particular, long
term task lies the spiritualization of 
the individual Baha'i. 

In the Master's era stalwart be
lievers arose whose teaching classes 
and lectures established Baha'i com~ 
munities across the land. Upon their 
strong shoulders it seemed natural 
for the mass of believers to lay their 
personal and community responsibil .. 
ities. These great teachers answered 
the questions, knew the Baha'i liter
ature, courageously and eloquently 
proclaimed the Message, made the 
decisions. Aside from the beloved 
Master (and He was cut off during 
the years of the First World War) 
the element of authority, as in all 
primitive societies, existed by virtue 
of the influence emanating from thlP 
strong and active person. 

Then followed the years when local 
and national institutions had to be 
established, replace with their actual 
authority the assumed authority of 
the teachers, and undergo a long 
process of development in order to 
acquire experience and capacity. 
During that period there was repres
sion of personal initiative because 
personal initiative had never before 
been called upon to recognize a 

-
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higher authority within the local and 
na tional community t and the bound
aries of effective Baha'i activity had 
not been defined. There was also re
pression of local Assembly initiative 
whenever Assemblies exceeded their 
powers or misdirected their efforts. 

The call was raised for detailed 
and specific answers to all types of 
administrative situations. Believers 
wanted rule 1 for one problem and 
rule 7 for another, so that the mere 
application of a rule seemed all that 
was necessary. 

At a certain point the Guardian 
interrupted this trend and pointed 
out that the institutions were not 
ends in themselves but instruments 
for the channeling of the spiritual 
forces of the Faith to the public. 
The Divine Plan was put into opera
tion by the Guardian's First Seven 
Year Plan, followed by the Second 
Seven Year Plan, and then the Ten 
Year Plan of the World Crusade, 
1953-1963, 

No believer can now fail to realize 
that faith is an evolving, dynamic 
reality demonstrated in action and 
not a passive belief or passive mem~ 
bership in a community of fellow 
believers who listen to a talk, read 
prayers, contribute some funds, and 
then go their separate ways. For the 
dire state of civilization coincides 
with the challenging plans of the 
Guardian, The Faith of Baha'u'llah 
is the sole salvation of a stricken 
humanity, 

All our talents, capacities, training 
and experience are needed today to 
help fulfil the divine Mission of the 
Faith. There are no repressions nor 
restrictions laid upon us when we 
walk the right path, Courage, initi
ative, intuition, emotion, knowledge, 
understanding-all we possess and 
are, in whatever measure, the Faith 
requires and Baha'u'Uah expects. 

Once knowing the few basic prin
ciples of administration, this know
ledge becomes a habit we individual 
Baha'is can practice without con~ 
scious thought, and thus free our
selves of inhibition, fear, scorn and 
jealousy of other Baha'is, and throw 
ourselves whole~heartedly into serv
ice for the World Crusade. When 
every local Assembly harmoniously 
discharges its duties with d€votion 
and justice; when every committee 
thinks only of its privilege of serv
ing some particular aspect of com
m unity activity; when every individ
ual Baha'i realizes that he must un-

fold his God'given capacities and 
powers-then will our anxieties and 
burdens vanish and the world about 
us will be discerned as a starving 
orphan cryin~ for food. Our contacts 
resist us because we resist the Spirit. 
Opportunities elude us because we 
have strayed from the path. 

Now, as a new Baha'i year opens 
may we not feel complete assurance 
that the Baha'i community possesses 
every resource required for a far 
more energetic and determined 
teaching campaign than we have 
ever undertaken before. It has be
come the most elemental issue of 
all: our own relationship to the 
Manifesta hon of God. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

ASSEMBLY ACTS 
ON CONVENTION 
RECOMMENDA nONS 

The recommendations adopted by 
the delegates to the Forty-Ninth An, 
nual Baha'i Convention and referred 
to the National Spiritual Assembly 
for action were given careful con
sideration at the first two meetings 
of this body, Following is a report 
of the decisions and actions taken 
by the Assembly: 

1. That the article by Dr, Marcus 
Bach, "The Baha'i Faith: A Second 
Look," published in the April 10 is, 
sue of The Christian Century, be re
printed for wide distribution through~ 
out the United States, 

Action: This recommendation was 
acted on by the National Spiritual 
Assembly at its meeting following 
the Convention as reported in the 
June issue of BAHA'i NEWS. 

2, That the National Spiritual As, 
sembly print those excerpts from 
the Guardian's messages which out~ 
line what the believers need to do 

Correction in Calendar 
of Baha'i Events 

The friends are requested to 
note in the schedule of events 
published in the June issue of 
BAHA'i NEWS that the State 
Convention will take place on 
December 8 instead of Decem~ 
ber 1 as listed in the calendar. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 

ASSEMBLY 
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to increase their capacity to teach 
and to deepen themselves in the 
Faith. 

Action: The intent of this recom
mendation is being carried out in the 
steps being taken by the National 
Spiritual Assembly this year to re~ 
vitalize the entire Baha'i Community~ 

Summary of Teaching Needs 
3. That each Assembly, group, and 

isolated believer in an area be en
couraged to send to the Area Teach
ing Committee at the beginning of 
the year, a summary of their teach
ing needs. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly feels that Assemblies, 
groups, and individuals shoUld sub
mit their requests for such help at 
any time in the year and as far in 
advance as possible so that the 
Area Teaching Committee may be 
able to incorporate such assistance in 
its plans for the area. 

4, That the National Spiritual As
sembly stimnlate all local Spiritual 
Assemblies to carryon extension 
teaching activities in cooperation 
with the Area Teaching Committee 
concerned and that this activity be 
continued and not spor adie. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly has for many years en· 
couraged this type of teaching serv
ice on the part of every local As
sembly that feels able to undertake 
it. 

5. That the Area Teaching Com
mittees encourage special projects 
in states or smaller areas where As· 
semblies need assistance and iso
la ted believers need fellowship and 
stimulation to teach. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly points out that this has al
ways been a function of the Area 
Teaching Committee and approves 
encouraging groups and isolated be
lievers to cooperate in organizing 
and carrying out teaching activities 
in their respective areas. 

"Philosophy 01 Education" 
6. That the statement by the 

National Baha'i Child Education 
Committee on the "Philosophy of 
Education" be made available in 
printed form to the believers, either 
in ChHd's Way or in some other 
medium that will give the widest pos
sible circulation. 

Action: The National Child Educa' 
tion Committee has been authorized 
to prepare this material for circula-
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tion throughout the American Baha'i 
Community at an early date. 

7. That the National Child Educa· 
tion Committee be requested to pro
vide additional teaching material, 
such as stories from the Dawn
Breakers and material from The 
Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, graded 
to various age levels sO that the chil
dren do their own reading. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly calls .attention to the fact 
that there already exists one book 
of stories from the Dawn-Breakers 
for children. However, this recom
mendation has been referred to the 
National Child Education Committee 
for study and recommendation to 
the National Assembly. 

8. That stories which have been ap
pearing in Child's Way be compiled 
in some manner and made available 
to the believers as a collection. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly wishes to remind the friends 
that the National Baha'! Child Ed· 
ucation Committee will welcome sub
scriptions for Child's Way so that 
the friends themselves can compile 
their own files on this type of- -ma
terial. 

9. That Child's Way be sent di· 
rectly to Baha'i children without 
charge. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly feels that this recommenda
tion is impracticable at this time. 

Children', Classe, 
10. That Baha'i CommWlities be 

urged to sponsor Baha'i children's 
classes open to both Baha'i and non
Baha'! children and that children in 
outlying areas where such classes 
are not available be invited to attend. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly encourages this type of ac
tivity wherever it is possible. 

11. That the National Baha'i Child 
Education Committee make a survey 
among youth between the ages of 
15 and 21 as to the type of Bahi.:i 
education they have received, and 
solicit their recommendations with 
a view to planning a course of study 
and preparation for declaration by 
Baha'i youth. 

Action: This recommendation is 
being referred by the National 
Spiritual Assembly to the Child Ed· 
ucation Committee for study and 
recommendation. 

12. That the agendas for the State 
Conventions and inter-community 
teaching conferences include events 

for children of the age group between 
10 and 15 years. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly feels that this is a matter 
which can be arranged by the host 
city wherever such arrangements 
seem desirable. 

13. That the Child Education Com· 
mittee solicit songs and poems which 
will help in teaching history to chil
dren of the younger age levels. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly reminds the friends that the 
National Baha'i Child Education 
Committee welcomes materials of 
this type. 

Political Controversies 
14. That the National Spiritual As

sembly clarify for all the believers 
the reasons why Baha'is, either in
dividually or as administrative 
bodies, do not take specific positions 
on pending legislation and current 
political controversies, 

Action: The clarifying statement 
requested by this recommendation 
will be published in an early issue 
of BAHA~i NEWS. 

15. That the National Spiritual As
sembly again call the attention of 
the Baha'is to that portion of its an
nual report appearing on pages 8 
and 9 of the Annual Reports, under 
the heading "Our Inescapable Re
sponsibility," and urge the believers 
to study and act upon it. 

Action: The action on this recom
mendation appears on page 4 of this 
issue of BAHA'i NEWS. 

16. That the National Spiritual As
sembly clarify the relationship be
tween Local Spiritual Assemblies and 
Area Teaching Committees and make 
that clarification available to the be
lievers. 

Action: The National Spiritual As~ 
sembly recommends that the be
lievers refer to the statement of func
tions assigned to the Area Teach
ing Committees as published in the 
annual Baha~i Directory, The aim 
of the Area Teaching Committee is 
to offer teaching service and the 
Local Spiritual Assemblies, particu
larly the smaller ones, should grate
fully accept such service, while the 
larger Assemblies should participate 
actively in extension and circuit 
teaching work and Area conferences. 

Convention Reports 
17. That when delegates give their 

reports on the Convention they in
clude the reading of the Guardian's 
message and make every effort to 
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share with the friends the spirit of 
the Convention; that in those states 
from which no delegates or visitors 
attended the Convention, a de1egate 
or visitor from some oth-er state be 
invited to give the report. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly records its hope that all of 
the believers who attended the Con
vention have shared with the friends 
in all localities the inspiration and 
consultation of the Convention and 
that they made a special effort to 
reach those states which were not 
represented by delegates or visitors. 

18. That the National Spiritual As
sembly gather together a group of 
experienced teachers and request 
them to consult on a coordinated plan 
of teaching for the American 
Baha'is; that the recommendations 
of this group be submitted to the 
National Spiritual Assembly for 
study and review. and that the 
portions of the program which may 
be approved by the National Spirit· 
ual Assembly be offered to the be
lievers through the American Na
tional Teaching Committee. 

Action: The National Spiritual As
sembly recognizes the merit of this 
recommendation, but feels that the 
primary urgency at this time is re
emphasis of the Guardian'S repeated 
direct appeals to the individual 
believers and their response to his 
call for dispersal at home and 
abroad. However, the Assembly will 
consider this recommendation again 
at a later time. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Western H emispIJere 

LETTERS RECOUNT 
INSPIRATION GIVEN 
BY CONVENTIONS 

Letters coming from the pioneers 
since this spring's Conventions re
flect the imJ?etus which these his
toric assemblies have lent to the 
march of the Crusade. as well as the 
inspiration received by those who at
tend,ed. The Committee 'Wishes to 
share some excerpts from a few of 
these letters. 
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Tueker, 
Cordoba, Argentina 

II , •• our historic Convention in 
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Buenos Aires was thrilling and in
spiring. The Guardian's representa
tive, Hand of the Cause 'Ali Mu
l:).ammad Varqa, was a beautiful 
example of devotion and humility 
and we were doubly blessed because 
the Convention was small and we 
were able to become well acquainted 
with him. We almost feel that Mar
gery McCormick, representative of 
the National Assembly of the United 
States, was sent just for us: she did 
so much to uplift our spirits ... we 
shall be forever grateful for her 
visit. t. 
Cora Oliver, 
BeJize, British Honduras 

"How good it was for us to have 
the visit of Mabel Sneider after the 
Convention in Panama - and to
morrow we are to have the bounty 
of receiving our beloved Guardian's 
representative, Mr. Khadem. The 
friends here are anticipating his visit 
with considerable interest and un
derstanding so we expect extremely 
happy days ahead. We do believe 
that they are aware that theirs is a 
special bounty which others in vir
gin areas are not enjoying. May we 
all arise with greater zeal and de
votion as a result of this precious 
gift. " 
George Ha]ey, 
San Pedro Sula, Honduras 

<I:'It seems impossible that over a 
month has elapsed since We were in 
Panama ... Mr. Khadem's visit 
was marvelous, and even though 
Honduras was in a state of war and 
we held our public meeting in a pri
vate home without any advertising, 
we had almost 30 in attendance. The 
tempo of activities has not decreased 
and we continue to be very happy 
with the possibilities. We have three 
classes each week for different 
stages of study I but most of our faith
ful Baha'is come to all of them, 
and, bless them, usually bring a con
tact to a deepening class and some
times still bring them to strictly Ba
hi'i meetings," 

Three new pioneers, Mr. and Mrs. 
Carroll Hoeppner and Mr. Joseph 
Colon, are now en route to their 
posts, and more offers are coming 
to the Committee. Anyone consider
ing pioneering, or who can make a 
teaching trip in the Western Hemi
sphere is asked to write to Western 
Hemisphere Teaching Committee, 
Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin, secre
tary, 73 College Road West, Prince
ton, New Jersey. 

Members of the first National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Brazil, Peru, Colombia, Ecuador, and Venezuela, 
elected at the first National Convention held in Lima, Peru, 
on April 22-24, 1957, with Horace Holley, Hand of the Cause, 

present as the Guardian's representative. 

Brazil, Peru. Colombia, 
Ecuador. Venezuela 
FORM NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
IN LIMA 

For most of the delegates and visit
ing Baha'is the Convention began 
Friday evening, April 19th, with the 
reception at the ~a~iratu'l-Quds of 
Lima where old friends met again 
and others met for the first time. 

April 20th and 21st were set aside 
for pre-convention school, which con
sisted of fOUf sessions each preceded 
by prayers and meditations in Span
ish and English. 

The first class encompassed a 
study of· The Kit<io-i-Iqan. The fol
lowing points were brought out in 
this course: The Kitcib-i-Iqan proves 
the Station of the Bab and 
Baha'u'llah and discusses the pur
pose of the Prophets and Their 
teachings. The primary requisites 
for one who seeks the City of Certi
tude; the real and true guides to 
reach that City were discussed, and 
the sixteen pOints touched by The 
Kitab.i-Iqan as written by the Guard
ian in God Passes By were briefly 
mentioned. 

The important principles of Baha'i 
Administration were stressed such 
as: attending meetings, revision of 
voting lists before elections, the work 

of the Regional Teaching Commit
tees. The functions of the National 
Spiritual Assembly were studied Sun
day morning. A discussion was held 
on the importance of harmony and 
unity, obedience to the Guardian's 
suggestions; the Hands of the Cause; 
committees and their responsibili
ties, enrollment of new believers, 
voting rights. 

On Sunday afternoon the two Per
sian delegates, Djalal Eghrari and 
Cyrus Monadjemi from Brazil told 
of the early history of the Faith in 
Persia and its significance. In the 
evening the Feast of Ric;lvan was 
celebrated. Mr. Horace Holley, Hand 
of the Cause, and the Guardian's rep
resentative to this convention, told 
the story of the Announcement of 
Baha'u'llah as the Promised One in 
the Garden of Ri<;lvan in Bagtldoi.d. 
Mr. Holley then annointed each of 
the friends with the Beloved Guard
ian's gift of Attar of Roses. The scent 
of roses permeated the room and an 
atmosphere of love and a great peace 
could be felt by all. After dinner on 
Sunday evening the English speaking 
Baha'is gathered for the reading of 
the Guardian's message in English. 

On Monday, April 22, the Conven
tion was convened by Mr, Holley, who 
told us how this year was designated 
by the Guardian for the formation of 
many regional National Spiritual AS6 
semblies and the Guardian asked the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States to convene nine of the 
conventions for the formation of 
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these Assemblies. Mr. Holley then 
read th€ Guardian's message to the 
Convention, which was received with 
great love and appreciation 

There were 26 delegates attending 
the Convention and approximately 35 
visiting friends from the five coun
tries. Margot Worley was elected 
chairman of the Convention and 
Dorothy Campbell, secretary. Fifty
eight letlers of greeting from Baha'i 
Spiritual Assemblies throughout the 
world were then read before the Con
vention and a committee was named 
to write up a message from the Con
vention to the Guardian. 

Mr. Holley presented the Guard
ian's beautiful gift albums for the 
newly-formed regional National Spir~ 
itual Assembly. These two albums 
were received with great interest 
and love. One contains photographs 
of all the I:I3+iratu'1-Quds purchased 
and the other pictures of the Sacred 
Shrines and Temples, some of which 
are to be constructed. These albums 
are made of beautiful hand-tooled 
Italian leather. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
reported that five new local Spirit
ual Assemblies had been formed in 
the past year. making a total of 18 
local Spiritual Assemblies in the five 
countries of South America. The Na
tional Treasurer's report was pre
sented and the assembled delegates 
resolved to stress the need for con
tributing to the National Fund in 
their respective commWlities. The 
Guardian's message was then read 
by the whole Convention with em
phasis placed on the new goals. 

The Convention was opened on the 
second day with a feeling of dedica
tion and dignity and a resolve for 

action. Mr. Holley, Hand of the 
Cause, lent his assistance in answer
ing several questions concerning ad
ministrative procedure. With prayer
ful meditation the members of the 
new National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of Brazil, Colombia. 
Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela were 
then elected and later organized into 
their respective offices as follows: 
Margot Worley, chairman; Edmund 
Miessler, vice-chairman; Dorothy 
Campbell, corresponding secretary; 
Gayle Woolson, recording secre
tary; Jorge Bejar, treasurer; and 
Eve Nicklin, Mercedes Sanchez, 
Djalal E ghrari, and Cyrus Monad
jemi. 

At noon several delegates repre
senting each of the five countries 
were interviewed and questioned 
about the Faith on a radio program 
in Lima. The interview consisted of 
direct, concise questions which were 
answered clearly, briefly and 
warmly. 

The delegates from Brazil exub
erantly requested the National Spir
itual Assembly of the five countries 
to ask the Guardian if he would ap
prove Braz.il's forming their own Na
tional Spiritual Assembly in 1958, as 
they felt they would be ready to ac
cept this responsibility at that time. 
This created great joy in the Conven
tion and admiration for the valor 
and accomplishment manifested by 
Brazil. 

Detailed reports were presented by 
all national committees. In the eve
ning an excellent talk, "The Unity 
of Mankind," was given by Mr. 
Horace Holley, Hand of the Cause, 
in the I:Ia+iratu'l-Quds. There was a 
good attendance and the talk stimu-

Delegates to the first National Convention held in Lima, Peru. 

... - ' .. ' ......... . 

JULY 1957 

lated questions and interest among 
non-Baha'is. It gave inspiration to all 
attending and insight to the friends 
of a way to present the Baha'i mes
sage. The last day of the Convention 
was largely devoted to the presenta
tion of recommendations of the dele
gates to the new regional National 
Assembly. A spirit of earnest striv
ing filled the Convention and 76 rec
ommendations were presented with 
much discussion and consultation. 

Mr. Holley addressed the Conven
tion at its close, saying that the dele
gates had performed a great serv
ice to the Cause of God by electing 
a new National Assembly to unify 
the friends and to stimulate them 
to perform the work which must he 
done in these five great cOWltries 
under the guidance of the Guardian. 
He called on them for their continued 
devotion and their own obedience to 
their National Assembly. Mr. Hol
ley's departure was accompanied 
with joy and sorrow. His love, in
sight, humility and dignity were a 
living lesson for all assembled. The 
members of the new Regional Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, the 
Baha'is and non-Baha'is alike, es
corted Mr. Holley to the airport to 
see- him off. 

All Baha'is attending the Conven
tion extend their heart·feIt thanks to 
the Guardian for sending Mr. Horace 
Holley as his representative to this 
Convention of Brazil, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela. His 
love and presence touched and 
opened every heart there. 

-DOROTHY CAMPELL 

Convention R eporteT 

Centra' Americ:a and Mexico 

NEW ASSEMBLY 

FORMED IN PANAMA 
The National Convention of Cen

tral America and Mexico was in
augurated under the inspired guid
ance of the distinguished representa
tive of the beloved Guardian, 
Dhikru'llah ~adem, Hand of the 
Cause; the representative of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States, Robert McLaughlin; 
and the representative of the Hands 
of the Cause of America, Mrs. Kath
erine McLaughlin, member of the 
Auxiliary Board. 

Twenty-seven delegates attended 
from Mexico. Guatemala, EI Salva-
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DhikTU'lltih KMdem, Hand oj the Cause; Robert Mc
Laughlin, representative of the U.S. National Spiritual As
sembly; Mrs. Katherine McLau.ghlin, representative of the 
Auxiliary BOflrd of the Hands of the Cause of America; and 
the newly elected National Spiritual Assembly of Central 

America and Mexico. 

dar, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa 
Rica, and Panama. In addition there 
were many visitors from other COtu1-

tries. 
The convention opened with a bril

liant reception on April 21 in the 
beautiful salon of the Hotel Inter
national, the site of the convention. 

Among those attending the open
ing was an official representative of 
the Panama government, Juvenal 
Castrellon Adames. 

The business sessions of the con
vention opened on April 22, with Mr. 
McLaughlin presiding at the election 
of the convention officers. The dele
gates elected Art-emus Lamb as 
chairman, and Esteban Canales as 
secretary. 

Then the Guardian's representa
tive, Mr. KM.dem, Hand of the 
Cause, presented the message from 
the Guardian to the Latin American 
conventions, which was immediately 
translated and read to the audience. 
The Guardian's message to all the 
conventions was also translated and 
presented to the delegates for study 
and consultation. 

The spirit of the delegates during 
their deliberations on the Guardian's 
messages was beautiful. There was 
a great display of courage and 
strength as the delegates faced the 
challenge outlined in the new Six
Year Plan. 

bounties. Challenging and loving 
messages your representatives 
Dhikru'lIilh Khadem, volumes Baha'i 
holy places and administrative build
ings throughout world, attar of rose 
brought divine inspiration and power 
of Guardian felt by ali, resulting in 
renewed dedication goals third 
phase World Crusade. Supplicating 
prayers. " 

To this the Guardian replied: 
"Deeply appreciate message, 

greatly welcome renewed dedication 

~ ..... -~ .... "'. ....-
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delegates. Fervently supplicating 
manifold blessings great victories. 
Deepes t love.' t SHOGHI 

Many messages were received 
from other parts of the world, and 
there were gifts from our beloved 
Guardian, the W-estern Hemisphere 
Teaching Committee, and the Baha'i 
Publishing Trust of the United States. 

The feast of Rigvitn on the night 
of April 22 at the I:Ia~iratu'l-Quds 
was another glorious occasion, and 
was magnified by the exhibition of 
a lock of hair of our Best Beloved, 
Baha'u'lIah, given to the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Central Amer
ica and Mexico. The climax of this 
spiritual feast was the annointing of 
all the friends with attar of rose by 
Mr. Khit.dem. 

The primal objective of the con. 
vention, the election of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Central Amer. 
ica and Mexico, took place on April 
23. The following members were 
elected: Artemus Lamb, chairman; 
Alfred Osborne, vice-chairman; Miss 
Amy McAllister. secretary; Esteban 
Canales, recording secretary; James 
Facey, treasurer; and Donald Ross 
Witzel, Mrs. Jennie Taylor, Mrs. Ra· 
quel de Constante. and Allah K. Ka
lantar. 

The newly installed National As
sembly had lengthy consultations 
with Mr. Khadem, Mr. McLaughlin, 
and Mrs. McLaughlin. The spirit of 
the consultations manifested a 

A new spirit of dedication was 
pledged in the following cable sent 
to our beloved Guardian: "Hearts 
overflowing deepest gratitude great 

Dhikru'Hcih Khddem, Hand of the Cause, with detegates attending the 
National Convention of Central America and Mexico, held in Panama on 

Apri! 21-2.1, 1957. 
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healthy beginning of the activities 
of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Central America and Mexico. 

With this new spirit of dedication 
we begin a new phase of extensive 
work which will bring great vic
tories for the Faith in the Central 
American territory. 

International School 
Following the National Convention 

of Central America and Mexico, 
an International Baha'i School was 
held on April 25-26, on the theme 
"The Baha'i Life." 

eel/tra' and East Afr;.:a 

SECOND CONVENTION 

HELD IN KAMPALA 
The spirit of convention here is 

very much the same as everywhere 
else, and there is the same wonder
ful, uplifting feeling that brings ev· 
eryone joyously together. 

All through our convention it is 
necessary to have three translators 
interpreting every word of the pro
ceedings. The general feeling was 
different again from the convention 
of last year I which had been the very 
first in Central and East Africa. 
Then there had been the wonder and 
excitement of something quite new 
and the thrill of meeting overseas 
visitors. This time there were no 
such visitors and, although many of 
the same faces were to be seen, a 
much more businesslike atmosphere 
prevailed; these people were here 
with problems to voice and ideas to 
share, 

.. -... , ..... ~" .. '.-+ ... -
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National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Central and 
East Africa faT 1957·1958. 

The convention opened with pray· 
ers and readings which had been 
chosen by the Kenya delegates, after 
which the Chairman of the outgoing 
National Spiritual Assembly ad
dressed the gathering, welcoming 
them to the convention. 

The roll was called, and it was 
found that 42 out of the 76 delegates 
were pres-ent. Two others came lat· 
er, Following this, the Chairman ex· 
plained the procedure for electing 
convention officers, and voting com
menced. The results were that Ali 
Nakhjavani, chairman of the outgo
ing National Assembly, would serve 
as chairman of the convention, and 
Hassan Sabri would be its secretary. 

The Chairman then told the dele
gates of the wonderful Ri<;lvfm mes-

sage from the Guardian, copies of it 
were given to the English-speaking 
delegates, and a summary in the 
vernacular languages was promised. 

A special cable from the Guardian 
to the National Assembly was read, 
as follows: 

"DELIGHTED URGE GREATER 
CONCENTRATION COURSE CUR
RENT YEAR MULTIPLICATION 
CENTRES INCREASE NUMBER 
BELIEVERS. FERVENTLY SUP
PLICATING SIGNAL VICTORIES, 
SHRINES." SHocm 

Delegates to the second National Convention of the Baha'is of Central and 
East Africa at Kampa!a, Uganda, on April 27-30, 1957. 

Following this the revered Hand 
of the Cause, M Usa Banimi, spoke 
in Persian of his appreciation that so 
many delegates had come such long 
distances; he spoke of the Guard
ian's message and his wish that all 
the delegates should read it, study 
it, and realize the great expectations 
which the Guardian has of us all; he 
stressed the importance of teaching 
so that the number of believers, 
tribes, centres, and Assemblies 
would increase, and added that he 
was hoping and praying that in their 
consultations the delegates would 
adopt useful decisions which would 
promote the teaching work; he urged 
the delegates, when they returned, 
to become promoters of the teach· 
ing work in their localities, and 
said that this was how all would 
attain the good pleasure of our well· 
loved Guardian. He finished by say
ing that the Guardian was very hap
py with Africa, and prayed that he 
might continue in his happiness in 
our work. 
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National Convention of Central and East Africa in session 
at Kampa!a~ Uganda. 

National Assembly Report 
The report of the National Spirit

ual Assembly followed, and con
tained the exciting news that 21 
new Assemblies had been formed in 
the region, 9 in Kenya and 12 in 
Uganda. rasing the total number of 
Assemblies to 82. 

Eighty-nine new centres had been 
opened to the Faith, raising the total 
number of places in the region where 
Baha'is are living to 341, while over 
500 new believers raise the total in 
the territory to 1909 

During the afternoon the cable to 
the Guardian was presented and ap
proved as follows: 

"44 DELEGATES 19 VISITORS 
ASSEMBLED KAMPALA BLESSED 
BY PRESENCE HAND CAUSE 
SEN D LOVING GREETINGS 
HEARTFELT THANKS CONVEN
VENTION MESSAGE GRATITUDE 
YOUR BOUNTIFUL PRAYERS RE
JOICING SUCCESSES ACHIEVED 
CONSULTING BA SIS YOUR 
BLESSED GUIDANCE." 

Next an analysis of the Guardian' 5 

RiQ.vim message was read and trans
lated. The delegates then consulted 
upon it, and in the ensuing discus
sions 21 out of the 29 resolutions 
passed were related to the teaching 
goals set by the beloved Guardian. 

Monday, votin~ day, began with 
readings on elections and prayers for 
the guidance of the delegates, after 
which the names of the tellers were 
announced and instructions for vot
ing given. Some delegates who had 
been unable to attend had sent their 

ballots by post and these, together 
with those placed in the box of this 
day, totalled 64. 

At the beginning of the second 
session of the morning the delegates 
were delighted to find that a 
prisoner who had just been released 
from Kitalya Prison Farm had ar
rived, bringing with him a message 
of greeting from the 25 other Ba
ha'is still detained, and a letter 
from the Baha'i who had first spread 
the Faith in this prison. 

The leUer was read, and the re· 
leased prisoner asked to speak. The 
hearts of all who were present were 
most touched by his words when he 
spoke of his surprise and perplexity 
at finding himself welcomed in such 
a gathering immediately after his re
lease from prison. 

He told the delegates how grateful 
he and his fellow-prisoners had been 
for the coming of the Light, and left 
everybody with the impression that 
great good was being done in this 
prison, where the authorities had al
ready allowed the Baha'is to keep the 
Holy Days. 

Shortly after this the Guardian's 
reply to the convention was received 
as follows: 

"DEEPLY APPRECIATE MES
SAGE URGE INTENSIFICATION 
TION SPLENDID ACHIEVEMENTS 
FERVENTLY SUPPLICATING 
RICHEST BLESSINGS MIGHTY 
VICTORIES, DEEPEST LOVE." 

-SHocm 

Election Results 
At the afternoon session the tell-

. , ..... --" .... ' ~ 

" 
ers arrived with their reportJ and 
announced the results. of the elec
tion: Ali Nakhjavani, Philip Hains
worth, Oloro Epyeru, Hassan Sabri, 
Azi~ Yazdi, Max Kanyerezi, Kalo
narIo Oule, Irene Bennett, and Javan 
Gutosi. Of these, the last three are 
new member,c;. 

The announcement of the election 
results was followed by a display of 
the Temple designs, with a talk and 
questions on the Ma:illriqu'l-A<Lhkar. 

Photographs of the new National 
Spiritual Assembly were taken~ and 
a .second small committee was ap
pomted for the drafting of a second 
cable to the Guardian. This cable 
was read, apDToved) and dispatched, 
and the convention was closed with 
a prayer. 

The presence of all the members 
of the new National Spiritual Assem
bly at the convention enabled them 
to meet on two evenings during that 
time and elect their officers: Ali 
Nakhjavani, chairman; Philip Hains
worth, secretary; Aziz Yazdi vice
chairman; Hassan Sabri) tre~surer. 
In addition, Irene Bennett was ap
pointed recording secretary t and 
Hassan Sabri librarian. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
was also able to appoint the three 
main teaching committees) and the 
Baha'i Temple and Literature Re
viewing Committees, deal with all 
urgent matters, and approve the 
budget which had been recommend
ed by the convention. 

-LOIS HAINSWORTH 

Convention Reporter 

CONVENTION DELEGATES 

VISIT TEMPLE SITE 

We were standing at the top of 
"our" hill, the hill on which the 
Mother Temnle of Africa is to be 
built, feeling very small and awed 
and humble, watching a procession 
of little white-shirted figures picking 
its way up the steep winding path. 
We had passed them a few mo
ments before, in a car that had 
bucked like a mad horse, the access 
road had been so muddy and full 
of deep holes. As the procession 
drew nearer the approach road to 
the land, we could hear that they 
were singing, and as they c~osed we 
heard that it was 44Allah'u'Abha? 
Alliih'u'Abha ... " Quite spontane
ously, as they had set foot on the 
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Baha'i land, they had begun to chant 
this. 

The,*, were the delegates to the 
Central and East African second 
convention, paying their first visit 
to the Temple land, and when they 
arrived, the Unity Prayer was sung, 
a prayer was chanted in Persian, 
prayers read in English and Ateso, 
and once again the delegates sang 
"Allith'u'Ahha ... " 

Then they began to look at the 
land. On a small rise there is an 
enormous mvuli tree, which is going 
to remain there, and which will be 
almost as high as the Temple itself. 
The Temple will be built so that the 
door facing Haifa will look over land
scaped gardens and through a val
ley where no buildings are yet to 
be seen. 

The other sid·e of the Temple faces 
Kampala, so that, as one of the vis· 
itors said, you can turn your back 
on the world .and look towards Haifa. 

Looking across the city, on the 
different hills surrounding it, are the 
seat of learning for East Africa, 
Makerere College, the hospital, the 
Governor's Lodge, the weather sta
tion, the Cathedral, all of which can 
be Seen from "our" land, and from 
which the Temple, when built, will 
be visible. 

The architect paid a special visit 
to the site at this time to explain 
something of the plans to the dele
gates, and to answer any questions. 

This was very thrilling for every
body and we left the site feeling ex
cited and uplifted, and hardly able 

to wait for the time when the Tem
ple would rise into the blue African 
sky-a shining symbol that our be
loved Faith is indeed established in 
the hearts of our African brothers. 

--LOIS HAINSWORTH 

SCHOOLS STIMULATE 

GROWTH OF FAITH 

In a drive to implement the Guard
ian's plea to increase the number 
of believers and centers, the Central 
and East African National Spiritual 
Assembly has encouraged the hold
ing of schools which wouid be de
signed to deepen as well as to teach. 

These schools were of two kinds: 
the first was of the weekend type 
initiated during the English Six-Year 
Plan, organiz'ed to commence late 
on Saturday afternoon with an open
ing devotional program and an in
itial class, followed by dinner and 
an evening of social activity to en
able those attending to enjoy each 
other's company. 

SWlday morning and part of Sun
day afternoon was devoted to more 
classes, panel discussions, demon
strations of the various procedures 
of Baha'i administrative life, such 
as elections and consultations, and 
to question and answer sessions. 
They terminated with a devotional. 

The second type was for more ex
perienced Baha'is selected· by the 
teaChing committees as being suit
able for training as teachers. Those 
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chosen had to be willing and able 
to give up some of their time to 
travelling around their districts and 
passing on to other Baha'is and new 
believers what they had learned at 
the school. 

Sessions were planned to include 
history, administration and law, and 
practical demonstrations of how As
sembly meetings, Feasts, and elec
tions were conducted. This particu
lar type of school was intended to 
alleviate the severe manpower short
age by providing the region with a 
number of African Baha'is well
versed in their Faith. 

Put into practice, both types of 
school proved to be most successful, 
there having been three week-long 
training schools and seventeen week
end schools. 

At the end of ea ch of the tr aining 
schools, consultations were held be
tween teachers and students to dis
cover whether any improvement 
might be made and whether those 
attending felt that they had gained 
from the experience. 

It was generally felt by all con
cerned that a great deal of good had 
been done and that every effort 
should be made in the coming year 
to increase both the number of 
schools and the number of stu
dents attending them. 

Of the 17 weekend schools, 13 were 
held in Uganda, three in Kenya and 
one in Tanganyika, In many cases 
the organization of the physical ar
rangements was left to the local 
believers themselves, who were re-

Delegates to the National Convention of Centra! and East Africa viSiting the Temple Site at Kampala, Uganda, 
shown at the left. To the right is a general view of the Temple Site~ which 'is ~ocated to the left of the tree in 

the center of the photograph. 
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Members of the first National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Bahd'is Of the Greater AntiUes, elected at the National 

Convention at Kingston, Jamaica, on April 23~ 1957. 

sponsible for providing accommoda· 
tion for those coming from long dis
tances, and food for all attending. 

The spiritual value of these schools 
can to some extent be assessed by 
the fact that 21 new Assemblies have 
been formed in the region this year, 
and numerous new centers have been 
opened. Indubitably this success is 
due in a large measure to the drive 
and initiative drawn from attendance 
at these schools, which are to be 
encouraged in the coming year for 
the incentive to teach which they 
give to all concerned. 

Greater Antilles 

NATIONAL CONVENTION 

HELD IN JAMAICA 
Our first National Convention, es

tablishing the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Greater Antilles, was 
held in Kingston, Jamaica, on April 
22-24, 1957. It was one of great in
spiration and loving cooperation. 

All delegates from other countries 
had to surmoWlt great difficulties 
to attend. This brought a strong 
spirit. of sacrifice and dedication, 

• .".~ ,-~ ... , ' •• + 

~hich was deepened by the inspir~ 
mg messages received from our be
loved Guardian. All hearts were 
filled to overflowing with the joy of 
the privilege of participation in this 
glorious task. 

The convention was opened by Dr. 
Katherine True, representing the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States, who served as tem
porary chairman tmtil convention of
ficers could be elected. Dr. True's 
first action was to introduce her 
mother, Mrs. Corinne True, Hand of 
the Cause, serving as the Guardian's 
representative at the convention. 

Mrs. True, after greeting the dele
gates and friends, asked that the 
Guardian's message be read by her 
daughter, Mrs. Arna Perron. 

Next Dr. True presented the gifts 
to the Baha'is of the Greater Antilles 
from the Guardian. exquisitely 
bound books containing photographs 
of the Haziratu'l·Quds and Mash· 
riqu'l Adhk~rs. -

Following the ron can of delegates I 
permanent convention officers were 
elected: W. A. W. Mitchell, chair
man; and Mrs. Dee Worth, secretary. 

A committee appointed to draft a 

The Jamaican believers showered 
everyone with love and kindness, 
and were deeply grateful for the 
privilege of serving as hosts to the 
convention. Their gentle devotion and 
sacrifices were an inspiration to 
everyone present, and the spiritual 
power poured upon the meetings will 
never be forgotten. 

Mrs. Corinne True, Hand of the Cause~ representing the Guardian, with 
Baha'is attending the first Nattona~ Convention of the Greater Antilles in 

Kingston, Jam(l.ica~ on April 22-24, 1957. 
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message to the Guardian submitted 
the following text for a cablegram, 
which was approved and dispatched: 

"Your divinely inspired message, 
heart-felt visit revered Hand Cause 
Corinne True, precious gifts all re
ceived with over-flowing hearts. 
United dedicated determination ful
fill goals. Supplicating prayers, deep
est love." First Baha'i Convention 
Greater Antilles. 

On the second morning of the con
vention came the election of the first 
National Spiritual Assembly. Dr. 
True spoke on the importance of the 
election, pointing out that this was 
the primary purpose of the conven
tion, and a most solemn occasion. 
After the reading of prayers, the 
ballots were cast. 

During the counting of the ballots, 
Mrs. Corinne True, Hand of the 
Cause, annointed all present with 

attar of rose, sent by the Guardian, 
and then spoke of the miracle of the 
presence of the Baha'is there, under 
the shade of the Guardian's name, 
and of the fulfillment of the Chris
tian prophecies in the advent and 
teachings of Baha'u'llah. 

Results of the election were later 
announced, with the following mem
bership of the National Spiritual 
Assembly. listed with their officers: 
W. A. W. Mitchell, chairman; Eliza
beth Cheney, vice-chairman; Mrs. 
Dee Worth, secretary; Sheila Rice 
Wray, treasurer; Randolph Fitz-Hen
ley, recording secretary; and Eu
stace Bailey. Circee Brantome, Ce
lestina Perez, and Juana Ortuno. 

Many messages of acclamation 
from national and local Assemblie~ 
were read to the convention, and 
there was valuable consultation on 
the Guardian's messages. 

JULY 1957 

All of these activities, the beautiful 
words of our beloved Hand of the 
Cause. Mrs. Corinne True, the re
ceiving of the gifts from the Guard
ian, the annointing with the attar of 
rose, and the letters of acclamation, 
brought deep inspiration and a 
stronger realization of our unity in 
the divine Administrative Order. as 
we strive here in the Antilles to es
tablish another Pillar. 

-DEE WORTH 

Convention ReporteT 

North East Asia 

TOKYO CONVENTION ELECTS 

FIRST NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

Two stirring messages from the 
Guardian, the presence of two Hands 
of the Cause of God t and greetings 

De~eg(ltes and visitors at the tirst Nationa.l Convention held in Tokyo, Japan. Mr. Djalal Khazeh, Hand of the 
Cause, in attendance as the G~aTdian's repTesentative, is in the front TOW holding the inscription of the Greatest 

Name; at h:s left, Agnes AlexanderJ recently appointed Hand of the Cause. 
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First Nationa! Spintua! Assembly of the Baha'is of North 
East Asia. elected at -the first National Convention held in 

Tokyo, Japan, on April 27-29, 1951. 

from Baha'i Assemblies, groups, and 
individuals in many parts of the 
world, brought to the Convention of 
the Baha'is of North East Asia, meet· 
ing at the University Club in Tokyo 
April 27, 28 and 29, 1957, a bounteous 
joy from which overflowed a devo
tion and dedication apparent through
out the meeting. 

The knowledge that in this Pacific 
area, as assured by the Guardian, 
"Baha'i exploits bid fair to outshine 
the feats achieved in any other ocean, 
and indeed in every continent of the 
globe, U gave to this gathering also 
a sense of urgency, of that HThe 
time is now" and "We must get 
going fast." 

Without doubt, the Guardian's mes
sages were the highlights of this 
historic convention. The teaching 
session which preceded it: the 
prayers in four languages with which 
each session opened; the stimulation 
and inspiration which radiated from 
the Hands of the Cause, DjaliU 
Khazeh and Miss Agnes Alexander; 
the anointment by the former of 
the 80 believers present with attar 
of rose sent from the Guardian; the 
roll call of the delegates; the forma
tion of the new Assembly and the 
election of its officers; the splendid 
publicity in Japan's leading news
papers; the thoughtful deliberations, 
and the presentation of gifts inaugur
ating the National Fund-all were 
significant phases of the convention, 
but it rose to its greatest heights 
when the two messages from Haifa 
were read and discus:3ed. Their con
tents and portents liftE:'rl the hearts 

of the delegates and others there 
assembled, and gave them a thrill
ing awareness, first, of goals ac
complished, and second, responsibil
ity in the tasks ahead. 

The opening words of the Guard. 
ian's message, "With feelings of ex
ultation, joy and pride I hail the 
convocation of this history-making 
convention of the Baha'is of North 
East Asia, paving the way for the 
emergence of a Regional Spiritual 
Assembly with an area of jurisdic
tion embracing Japan. Korea, For
mosa, Macao, Hong Kong, Hainan 
Island and Sakhalin Island," stirred 
the hearts of aU present with the 
realization of the greatness of this 
moment and the purpose for which 
they had assembled. 

Then came the be10ved Guardian's 
recognition of this event as the cul
mination of a process initiated half 
a century ago in the capital city C'f 
Japan, under the watchful care and 
direct inspiration of 'Abdu'l-Baha. 
"Such a consummation cannot fail 
to lend a tremendous impetus to its 
onward march in the entire Pacific 
Ocean ...... Next the Guardian 
paid tribute to the members of the 
American Baha'i community for 
their part in promoting the interests 
of the Faith in Japan and it, neigh
boring islands. 

Six-Year Plan 
There then followed the Guard

ian's appeal to signalize the birth 
of this new assembly through the 

. initiation of a subsidiary Six-Year 
Plan. In his review of the 11 goals 
assigned by the Guardian the de-
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voted Hand of the Cause, Mr. Khazeh, 
said: "One of the goals is to increase 
the centers. We should not be satis
fied with the 21 or 22 groups we 
have, but we should increase very 
fast ... and we should incorporate 
the different Assemblies as soon as 
possible . . . ; also we should get 
the certificate for the right to per
form marriages ... Now that we 
have an Assembly in North East 
Asia, we should have a strong fund 
with support from all the Assemblies 
... also a summer school . . . also 
a plot of land for the first Mashri
qu'I-Adhkar ... and we should give 
strong financial support to the Fund 
. . . it is not for us to spend our 
money much for ourselves and a 
little for the Cause, but much for 
the Cause, and a little for ourselves 
in the way the Guardian does .... ,: 

Upon the heights reached from the 
reading of the specific message to 
this convention on Saturday morning, 
came the reading in the afternoon 
of the Guardian's other message sent 
to the 24 Baha'i conventions being 
held Simultaneously. This message, 
following sO closely upon the one to 
their own area, left the listeners 
fairly breathless, astonished, and ex
cited. 

There was a special moment of 
reverence as the Hand of the Cause, 
Mr. Djalal Khitzeh, touched each of 
those present with the attar of rose, 
saying as he did so that he was 
spreading the fragrance of love from 
the Guardian. and also the fragrance 
of the Cause all over the area. 

Then he offered his sincere con
gratulations to "the daughter of the 
Kingdom," Miss Agnes Alexander, 
upon her elevation to the rank of 
Hand of the Cause. and he repeated 
that part of a Tablet written by 
'Abdu'l-Baha wherein He said of Miss 
Alexander: "If she had founded an 
empire, it would not be as great as 
this empire, for this is eternal glory." 

The convention on the second day 
was devoted to discussion of the 
goals in North East Asia, and the 
election of the new Assembly. In 
opening the discussion period, Miss 
Linfoot stated that the Guardian had 
emphasized the importance of the 
believers settling in the northern is
lands of Japan. "If we scatter, as 
the Guardian wishes us to do, and 
make more assemblies, then we will 
have a solid foundation for this Re
gional Spiritual Assembly." 

The magnitude of the teaching 
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tasks and the vast extent of the area 
under the jurisdiction of this new 
assembly called forth much serious 
consultation on how to proceed most 
effectively in the six short years 
left before HJ63. 

Accomplishments Reviewed 

, '''.~ .......... " 
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Preceding the Assembly election, 
the Hand of the Cause, Mr. Khazeh, 
addressed the delegates in the name 
Gfthe Guardian whom he represented 
upon this occasion. He reviewed the 
accomplishments of the Faith in the 
last 35 years and spoke lovingly of 
the part played by the Knights and 
heroes of the Faith who came to 
Japan and the surrotUlding areas in 
fulfillment of the Ten Year Crusade. 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Hiroshima 
Japan, formed on April 21, 1957. ' 

Then followed the historic act of 
electing the nine members of this 
new pillar of the future Universal 
House of Justice. The spiritual at
mosphere in which the delegates 
carried out this responsibility, cre
ated by the reading of prayers and 
appropriate selections from the Writ
ings, was sustained during the writ
ing of the ballots by the continuing 
silent prayers of the visitors. 

National Assembly Elected 
The members of the new Spiritual 

Assembly and the officers whom 
they elected are: William Maxwell, 
chairman; Hiroyaso Takano, vice
chairman; Yadullah Rafaat, corre
sponding secretary; Mrs. Barbara 
Sims, recording secretary; Noured
din Momtazi, treasurer; Miss Agnes 
Alexander, Philip Marangella, Ata'-

ullah Moghbel, and Michitoshi Zen· 
imoto. The election officers elected 
at the opening session. were Philip 
Marangella, chairman and Barbara 
Sims, secretary. 

:Many greetings had come to the 
new Assembly. On behalf of the be
loved Gua rdian. Mr _ Khazeh pre
sented two handsomely bound photo
graph albums, one consisting of pic
tures of the Baha'i holy places, in
cluding the architects' drawings of 
the Ma'l!:>riqu'l-Ac!):lkars to be erected 
in Sydney, Kampala, Frankfurt, and 
on Mount Carmel. 

The other album was of the 
l:1a~iratu'l-Quds already acquired in 
the Ten-Year Plan. Letters of ac
claim were read from the National 

First Inter.Island Conference fOT the Canary and Madeira islands, held 
at Las Palmas~ Grand Canary Island~ on September 29-30, 1956. 

Spiritual Assemblies round the 
world, all preserved for the national 
archives in a beautiful red leather 
book presented by the members of 
the Asia Teaching Committee of the 
United States. 

There then followed a most moving 
demonstration of love and generos
ity; delegates and friends arose in 
quick succession, and presented their 
gifts. 

This session of spontaneous giving 
epitomized the spirit of dedication 
which prevailed throughout the con
vention, and which was expressed 
in the message sent to the Guardian 
on the opening day, "Profoundest 
gratitude presence Hands and mani
fold bounties. Renewing dedication 
sacred tasks. Earnestly beseeching 
prayers. Deepest love. Jt In respons~ 
the Guardian cab1ed, "Deeply ap
preciate message. Welcome dedica
tion delegates, tasks ahead. Fer· 
vently supplicating richest blessings. 
Deepest love. " 

-CYNTHIA OLSON 

Convention Reporter 

North East AfrIca 

2ND ANNUAL CONVENTION 

MEETS IN CAIRO 
On April 27, 1957,30 delegates, rep· 

resenting nine nationalities, gathered 
together at the National Headquarters 
in Cairo to discuss ways and means 
for the dissemination of the heavenly 
Divine Principles in the nine locali
ties under the jurisdiction of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the Ba-
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ha'is of North East Africa took only 
12 months to be consummated. Mea
sures for this incorporation were 
taken immediately the National Spi
ritual Assembly was constituted in 
May 1956 and was finally completed 
on April 10, 1957. 

It was not easy to achieve this 
end; lack. of sympathy, sectarian 
prejudices, fanaticism, and other 
forms of embarrassments were 
strongly leagued to check the reali_ 
zation of this goal, but the dynamic 
power of the Cause of God mustered 
invisible forces from the Abha King
dom to untie this Gordian knot. 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Port Sudan, 
Sudan, formed on April 21, 1957. 

New Name Acknowledged 
The con ven tion was doubly re

joiced to learn from the copy of a 
letter dated September 21, 1956, No. 
Pu. 160(1-1-29) from the United Na
tions, Section for Non-Governmental 
Organization Department of Public 
Information, acknowledging receipt 
of advice about the change of name 
of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of Egypt and Sudan 
to the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of North East Africa. 

ha'is of North East Africa! which ex· 
tend from Tripoli at the extreme 
north to Mogadiscio and Socatra at 
the other extreme ends. 

The assembled delegates, humbly 
kneeling, expressed to the beloved 
Guardian, through ethereal waves, 
their loyal devotion, seeking the 
Guardian's prayers at the Sacred 
Shrines for abundant lasJing confir
mations to serve the Cause of God 
under the Ten-Year holy Crusade. 

This humble prayer was answered 
in the following inspiring words: 
'·Deeply appreciate message, urge 
redouble efforts, attainment goals 
Plan. Fervently supplicating abun
dant blessings." SHOGHI 

Guardian's Message Read 
The convention. in session from 

April 28 to 30, 1957, was blessed with 
the Ri4van Message of our most be
loved Guardian which, in most spir
itually laden and emphatic words, 
pointed out to every individual the 
stupendous responsibility that is laid 
upon him in his or her capacity as 
an avowed follower of the great Ba
ha'i Principles, the sole panacea for 
a perturbed and ailing world. 

It was a most inspiring scene to 
watch the exchange of greetings, 
in various forms, between the Afri
can, European, Asian, and Ameri
can members of the convention-a 
real rose garden, each spiritual flow
er giving out its aromatic emana
tions and variegated colour. 

The inspira lion of the beloved 
Guardian from the Holy Land cre
ated an atmosphere of peace of 
heart and composure of mind enab-

ling the sincere well-wishers of hu
man society to deliberate, with 
greater depth, upon the methods of 
teaching and guidance of the many 
souls who are anxiously awaiting the 
establishment of the Kingdom of God 
upon earth. 

It is interesting to note that the 
first National Spiritual Assembly for 
the Baha'is of Egypt was established 
in 1924 and was incorporated in 1936, 
a duration of 12 years. It took a pe
riod of another 12 years to amend 
the articles of association to include 
the Sudan. 

But in view of the divinely or
dained acceleration bestowed upon 
the holy Ten-Year Crusade, the 
amended incorporation of the N a
tional Spiritual Assembly of the Ba-

Our heartfelt prayer is that 
each one of us may deeply appreci
ate the words of our most beloved 
Guardian incorporating same into 
our daily life. "I feel that the domi
nating purpo.se inspiring the assem
bled friends, delegates, and visitors 
alike, should be a two-fold one. The 
first is a challenge to the individual, 
the second a collective responsibil-
ity." 

-MmZA BADI Busmrur 
Convention Reporter 

Naw-Ruz celebration fOT Baha'is and friends at Las Palmas, 
Canary Islands, on March 20, 1957. 
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denbergen-Langehain street, 230 me-. 
ters above sea level. There is a 
view across the Main River valley 
to Frankfurt. It is eaSily accessible 
from the Rhein-Main airport, from 
Frankfurt, and from Weisbaden' it 
is beautifully located and meets' all 
the requirements. 

On March 1, 1957, the purchase 
contract for the property was agreed 
upon between the National Spiritual 
Assembly and the local government 
of Diedenbergen. 

First Local Spir!tua~ Assembly of the Baha'is of Santiago, 
Republica Dominicana, formed on April 21, 1957. 

The contract was publicized by the 
radio and press of Hesse without 
Baha'i action. Even before the con
clusion of the contract the Evan~ 
gelical Deanery of the area distrib
uted leaflets aimed at arousing the 
public against the Temple project. 

Meetings were held for the same 
purpose, but since the Baha'is were 
able to speak at these meetings, 
they ended favorably for the Baha'i 
Cause. 

Horl" West Africo 

12 NEW ASSEMBLIES 
ESTABLISHED 

The North West Africa New. Bul
letin, published by the National Spir
itual Assembly there, joyfully an
nounces that 12 new local Spiritual 
Assemblies were established on April 
21, 1957. 

There were seven established in 
the British Cam·eroons, and one each 
in Nigeria, Dahomey, Ghana, Cape 
Verde Islands. and Tunisia. 

National Assembly Election 
Also listed in the News Bulletin 

is the membership and officers of the 
new National Spiritual Assembly: 
Miss Elsie Austin, chairman; Mus
tapha Bouchoucha. vice-chairman; 
Rowshan Mustapha, secretary; S, 
Ghadimi, treasurer; and Abdullah 
Mesbah, William Foster, Enoch 01, 
inga, Mohamed Mustapha, and Ab
dulhamid Khemiri. 

Calloda 
ONTARIO SUMMER CONFERENCE 

DATES ANNOUNCED 

The Ontario Summer Conference 
will be held on August 10-17 at Ge, 
neva Park, Lake Couchiching, On
tario. 

Miss Jean Smith, 213 Ge-
neva Street, St. Catherines, Ontar
io, will send further information 
upon request. 

GermallY. Austria 

TEMPLE SITE 

NEGOTIATIONS CONTINUE 

Selection of a new location for the 
Temple site in Germany and nego
tiations for its purchase is reported 
in Baha'i-Nachrichten~ publication of 
the National Spiritual Assemby of 
Germany and Austria. 

The property is located north of 
the town of Diedenbergen, on Die-

On March 23, 1957, the People's 
Court sanctioned the contract, al
though on March 20 the sub-prefect 
had refused to approve. This, too, has 
been reported by radio and press. 

There are still many difficulties 
to overcome before building can be
gin. The struggle for the Temple 
has entered upon the most difficult 
phase as yet encountered. Our 
strongest weapon. Bahd'i-Nachrich
ten reports, is the purity of our ef· 
forts. 

Baha'is and guests at the home Of Margot Wortey, member of the Auxiliary 
Board of the Hands Of the Cause, in Bahia, Brazil, On March 21, 1957. 
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ASSEMBLY APPOINTS 

COLLEGE BUREAU 

Recognizing the growing impor
tance of presenting the Faith effec
tively to young people in school, the 
National Spiritual Assembly has 
appointed a Baha'i College Bureau, 
with responsibility for coordinating 
and expediting all Baha'i teaching 
work done in universities, colleges, 
junior colleges and trade schools. 

Since this is a long-term project, 
the committee must first collect and 
organize the necessary background 
information before it can begin its 
broader program. To help it get 
started on this important work, the 
committee requests all Baha'is 
to send, at their earliest conven
ience, any information they may 
have concerning the following: 

(1) Baha'i teachiog or contact 
work done in any school above the 
high school level, including informa
tion on the nature of the con ta ct, 
the individuals involved, the results, 
and any special problems encoun
tered; any information, in short, 
which would be of value to another 
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Members of the Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Bermuda, elected on April 21, 1956. 

Baha'i dOing teaching at the same 
institution. 

(2) Baha'i books, or books con
cerning the Baha'i Faith, now in 
college libraries. 

(3) Baha'i students nOw registered 
in colleges, or expecting to go there 
in the near future. 

(4) Baha'i communities adjacent 
to colleges, and their experiences 
and relationships with these institu
tions. 

(5) Teachers in colleges who are 

Baha'is, or known to be friendly to 
the Faith. 

The committee would appreciate 
all such information known to 
Baha'is, even though some of it may 
be duplicated from other sources, 
The committee will be able to ana
lyze the material and make allow
ance for such duplication. It wants 
to get as complete a picture as pos
sible of the college teaching scene 
at the present time, to help it de
termine how best it can further 

Blue Ridge Conference held at the YMCA at Blue Ridge Assembly, North Carolina, August 25-28, 1956. This sum
mer the Conference will be held at the same place, August 24-28,1957. An excellent pYogra.m has been prepared in
cluding an excursion to the nearby Cherokee Indian Reservation 'Where Baha'i pioneering efforts are being directed. 
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work in this field in the future. It 
would appreciate receiving much of 
this data by its August meeting, so 
that it can at least make a start in 
its analysis by the start of the fall 
school tea m. 

Further information on the same 
subjects should be sent to the com
mittee as it becomes available. 

With two exceptions, the eleven 
members of this committee live in 
the vicinity of Stanford University, 
where an active Baha'i Club is now 
functioning. 

JULY 1957 

Communications should be ad~ 
dressed to: Baha'i College Bureau. 
Miss Barbara Roberts, correspond
ing secretary, P. O. Box 956, Stan
ford, Calif. First Locat Spiritual Assembly Of the Baha'is of Ogden, 

Utah, formed on April 21, 1957. 
OGDEN ACHIEVES 

ASSEMBLY STATUS 
Although various members of the 

Baha'i Faith had passed through Og
den, Utah, from time to time over 
the last 30 years, leaving books in 
the library, not until the Ten-Year 
Crusade began did this city feel the 
impact of the teachings. 

Mrs. Leroy K. Fouts, formerly of 
San Diego, Calif., and Yuma, Ariz" 
answered the Guardian's call and 
pioneered this area in 1954. Unaided, 
she arranged public meetings when 
Mrs. Florence Mayberry, member of 
the Auxiliary Board, included Ogden 
in her teaching tours, and through 

contact with schools and colleges, 
the NAACP group, the beginning of 
the local United Nations group, ra
dio, and newspapers, Mrs. Fouts 
soon became a well· loved and well
known local figure, 

In 1955 other settlers began to ar
rive, and by Ric;lvan 1957 the mem
bership had reached ten adults and 
four junior youth members. 

The first week of every month a 
public meeting is held, with out-of
town speakers. Every Thursday 
night the Center, which is in the 
home of one of the Baha'i families, 

Friendship Dinner given by the Baha'is of Urbana and Champaign, Ill ... 
March 23 1957 at the University of Hlinois YMCA. There were 216 guests 
present, 175 ol whom were non-Bnhri/is, in.cluding toumspeople, university 

people, and foreign students, 

is open to a public fireside, with lo
cal memhers taking turns serving as 
host, chairman, and speaker. 

Every Sunday four classes are 
maintained for adults, junior high 
school, elementary, and nursery lev
els, with local members teaching the 
classes and a non·Baha'i playing mu
sic for the songs. 

The junior youth members· serve 
on committees and act as ushers 
at public meetings. 

A mailing list of 200 names was 
used during the three..ctay seminar 
conducted by Mrs. Mayberry in Jan
uary. All the special events have 
been commemorated with a large 
showing either at the Center or at a 
hotel. Many telephone inquirers have 
been received at the Center. 

Study classes for preparation for 
membership have been conducted by 
various members. Never is the study 
confined to one member. 

BRAILLE BOOK GIVEN 

TO MARYLAND SCHOOL 
A specially bound Braille copy of 

The Story of Louis G. Gregory, by 
Elsie Austin, has been presented to 
Albert N. D. Brooks, secretary
treasurer of the Association for the 
Study of Negro Life and History, by 
the Baha'i Service for the Blind, 
with the suggestion that Mr. Brooks 
present it to a school of his choice. 

The Baha'i Service for the Blind 
has been informed that the volume 
was presented to the Maryland 
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Over the years isolated Baha'is 
have found various opportunities to 
speak before non·Baha'i audiences: 
to a group at the First Baptist 
Church in Philadelphia where there 
was a series on the "Living Religions 
of The World"; to the Trinity Club 
of the Church of the Holy Trinity 
(an indirect approach on HIs One 
World Possible----Socially, Politically. 
Economically, Religiously?"); to the 
Elam Methodist Church; to the Uni
versalist Church of the Messiah on 
"Why I am a Baha. 'j"; to the Uni. 
tarian Fellowship; and finally to the 
Media Providence Friends Meeting 
forum. 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Victor, 
N.Y., formed on April 21, 1957. 

As a result of a Lincoln University 
philosophy teacher's attendance at a 
fireside. Hormoz Sabet was the 
Baha'i student speaker at a forum 
with representatives from different 
faiths at Lincoln University. 

School for the Blind at Overlea, Md. 
This school was founded in 1853, 
and no longer has separate depart. 
ments for pupils of different races, 
The presentation was made in the 
name of the Baha'i Service for the 
Blind. 

This Braille COpy of The Story of 
Louis G. Gregory made an impres· 
sive book 9% by 11 inches in size, 
and over one-half inch thick. 

SWARTHMORE BAHA'iS 
DESCRIBE FIRESIDE 
TEACHING METHODS 

The few Baha'is of Delaware 
County t Penn.. are widely sea ttered 
and no two form a group . Yet th"re 
has been considerable activity. A re
port may help to encourage others 
who also are isolated. 

Over the years firesides have been 
held at various intervals. These in
cluded experimentation with morn
ing coffee hours and occasional 
luncheons. Several homes in Lima 
and Swarthmore, including that ·of a 
contact, are now open for meetings. 
For Naw·Ruz two Baha'is joined an 
isolated friend in an adjOining 
county. 

Lending support to one another and 
meeting in loving fellowship breaks 
down the feeling of being alone. A 
monthly deepening class has been 
started with the realization that 
much is gained even if only one or 

two earnest contacts study and dis
cuss together. 

Negro History Week lent itself to 
getting publicity in the Media 
Weekly Visitor. The results of an 
invitation to attend a fireside and of 
a boxed Baha'i quotation were 
gratifying. 

Books on the Faith have been 
placed with the Swarthmore College 
Library, Swarthmore Publ~c Li
brary, Pendle Hill, and Media Fel
lowship House. 

A Baha'i Children's and Youth 
Meeting is now moving along happily 
in its second year. For the first year 
meetings were held in Media Fel
lowship House, an interracial and in. 
ter-religious institution, which wei. 
corned our activity and would weI. 
com e us ba ck. 

However, at present we m~et in 
the West Chester Baha'I Center, 
where Patricia Tamarelli of the West 
Goshen Township Group has joined 
us in teaching the children and 
youth. This activity serves a wide 
area extending as far away as Lan. 
caster. 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Flagstaff, 
Ariz., formed on April 21, 1957. 
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The intercalary party in Feb. was 
greatly enjoyed by all present. The 
gifts exchanged were small (as 
agreed upon beforehand), but the 
feeling of joy and happiness was 
very great indeed. 

The Youth planned the Naw·Ruz 
celebration. These youth have gotten 
together at other times for further 
study and fellowship. Meeting re
cently at the time of an adult con
ference proved successful. 

JULY 1957 

A youth was responsible for one 
of the finest openings we have had. 
For one of her classes. Carol Hon
nold wrote a theme on the Baha 'j 
Faith. Her teacher had previously 
had another theme on this subject 
and had come to feel that what she 
needed was world religion. It was at 
this time in her life that she came 
across Carol's theme. As a result 
she is studying and attending fire
sides. When this same teacher was 
made responsible for a Senior High 
School Assembly meeting during 
Brotherhood Week, she went to a 
Bahali for help. As a result a pro
gram on "Getting Rid of our Pre· 
judices" was worked up which in
cluded a film and short talks on the 
subject from three points of view: 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Santa Clara, 
Calif., formed on April 21, 1957. 

Jewish, Christian, and Baha'i. Some 
250 students in the Swarthmore Sen
ior High School~ located in a town of 
6000 people, heard about the Faith. 
After the Baha'i had spoken, she had 
requests for more information. 

We have found that our contact 

with non-Baha'is in the interracial 
field is most productive in finding 
receptive souls. Indeed, we continue 
to be astonished at the number of 
doors that open as we try to mix 
with people with love and gladness 
in our hearts. 

-JEAN MAcKAy 
ANNAMARIE HONNOLD 

CHARLESTON TRIES 

NEW TYPE OF MEETING 

Charleston, W. Va., Baha'is are 
finding that their new kind of Sunday 
meetings are very successful in at. 
tracting the believers themselves 
and uniting them in a stronger bond 

Display designed by the Butte, Mont., Baha'i group, featur· 
ing American Indian language Baha'i pamphlets published 
by the American and Canadian Indian Service C01n.mittees. 
Pages in Blackfeet, Cherokee, and Navajo are shown 
mounted on the large placard in the rear. A native Indian 

scene is in the foreground. 

of spiritual unity; also that the con
tacts who come like the meetings 
very much. 

There is one hour of worship to
gether at 11:00 a.m., introduced by 
15 minutes of recorded music, fol
lowed by a recording of "Words for 
the World." Then there is a ha1f-hour 
of meditation, with very short read
ings of a strictly inspirational nature, 
without any attempt to teach or 
preach, in which all are invited to 
participate. The hour is closed with 
more music. 

The local Baha'is hope to advertise 
this meeting with church notices in 
the newspapers in the near future. 
The notices will stress the fact that 
the meetings are for aU denomina
tions, and are services without a 
sermon. 

NORTHERN PEOPLES 

TEACHING REPORTED 
The Northern Peoples Teaching 

Committee, organized in Alaska un
der the supervision of the Western 
Hemisphere Teaching Committee, 
has as its function "To reach and 
teach the Eskimos, Indians, and Al
euts." 

Their annual report of activities 
during the past year emphasizes the 
problems of translating the Baha'i 
writings into the various native lan
guages, revealed in the following ex
cerpts: 

"Translation of the Teachings into 
the various native dialects, which the 
Guardian has never ceased to stress, 
were given much consideration, and 
many attempts were made and leads 
followed to gain a foothold in this 
important phase of reaching and 
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"The evening of April 12 a party 
to which only Eskimo guests were in
vited, along with local Baha'is, was 
sponsored by the NPTC. There was a 
full evening of fun and games. Each 
of the Eskimo guests was given a 
copy of the Eskimo pamphlet trans. 
lated by Mrs. Hadley Ferguson. 

"During the last week of July 1956 
an AlI·Alaska Teaching Conference 
was held in Fairbanks. This was 
reported in the September issue of 
BAHA'i NEWS." 

-NORTHERN PEOPLES 

TEACHING COMMI'ITEE 

Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Dacca, East 
Pcikistan, for 1956a 1957, incorporated on February 16, 1957. 

LITERATURE DISTRIBUTION IN 
BUTTE BUS STATION TOTALLED 

The Butte, Mont., com m unity's 
proclamation project of free litera
ture distribution through a cabinet 
located in the Butte bus station, re. 
ported in BAHA'i NEWS for April 1956, 
has been terminated for the present, 
due to a rearrangement of the sta· 
tion facilities. 

teaching the native peoples of this 
country. 

"While this committee is not di
rectly responsible for the transla
tion. except through our prayers, we 
are pleased to report a translation 
into Aleut of Bahil'u'llah's prayer 
"Blessed is the spot . . . ," which 
js now in the hands of the WHTC and 
the printers. 

'~Dr. Robert Marsh, teacher of lan
guages at the University of Alaska, 
was contacted. He discussed at 
length the technical side of the trans
lation problem with two members of 
the committee. 

"It sums up to this: there are many 
different dialects among the natives, 
just about one for each tribe and 
each section of the Territory. 

uThe next point to consider is the 
absence of a written language. Dr. 
Marsh, who seemed more interested 
in Aleut, stated that most Aleut writ· 
ing is done in Russian printing type. 
Other dialects may be written by 
using the English alphabet to form 
the various sounds. He made us more 
conscious of the largeness of the task. 
However, he was also extremely gen
erous, and offered his assistance to 
any potential translators in getting 
the work onto paper. 

"Using the natives themselves to 
do translating is hampered by the 
fact that they are slow to adopt new 
concepts; that is. they must be "sold 
On an idea." They must be fully con
vinced of the sincerity of anyone ap
proaching them for any reason. 

"When they have accepted a re
ligion, which they have done numer-

ous times in whole tribes, they will 
not jeopardize their standing in the 
church by doing something like 
translating the literature of another 
religion. 

"As the Eskimos and Indians have 
little or no written languages, but 
do express their thoughts quite well 
in the form of dances and in draw
ings, the idea of getting some of the 
teachings in these graphic forms is 
being investigated. 

"'The Eskimos love parties, and in
vitations to them to attend the Nawa 
Ruz Feast are always stressed in 
the Fairbanks area. This year they 
were well represented. 

From January 18, 1955, to March 
4, 1957, a total of 6337 pieces of Ba
ha'i literature was taken by the pub
lic, Of the more than 14 titles placed 
in the cabinet, the most frequently 
taken pieces were Life After Death, 
Baha'i Teachings fOT a WOT~d Faith. 
and Communion With God. 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
Dhikru '!lab Khadem, Hand of the 

Cause, was guest speaker at the Mi· 

FiTst Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha~is of Arequipa, 
Peru, formed on April 21, 1957, 
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ami, Fla., observance of the First 
Day of Ri<;lvim. In his talk he re
ferred to the many cablegrams re
ceived in Tihrim by the S1J,ah from 
Baha'is throughout the world at the 
time of the 1?ersecutions of Baha'is 
in fran. 

Greensboro, N.C., observed the an
niversary of the Declaration of the 
Bab with .a public meeting in a hotel. 
Attendance totalled 36, with 22 non
Baha'is. Interest shown by the guests 
was the most profound in Greens
boro to date, and many said they 
wished to attend firesides and other 
future meetings. 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa, reports that 
Dr. Marcus Bach gave an excellent 
presentation of the Baha'i Faith on 
the local television station. Also re
ported was a talk on the Faith at 
the Guild of the Congregational 
Church by a local Baha'i. 

The Birmingham, Ala., Local Spir
itual Assembly bas mailed 250 letters 
to churches and organizations offer
ing speakers and any assistance they 
can give to programs for the better
ment of mankind and the peace of 
the world. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan McCormick of 
Provot Utah, spoke at several public 
meetings in Reno and Sparks, Nev" 
on the weekend of April 5. The story 
of the Baha'i Faith, illustrated with 
slides, was given in Sparks at a 
Baha'i home. and in Reno Mr. Mc
Cormick spoke at the Y.W.C.A. on 
"The Path to a Secure World." 

Miss Charlotte Linfoot, assistant 
secretary of the National Spiritual 
Assembly, spoke at three meetings 
in San Franciscot Calif. t one en route 
to attend the first national conven
tion in Tokyo, Japan, and two on her 
way back to Wilmette, and also at 
a public meeting in San Rafael. 
Two of these were addressed to the 
Baha'is, and two were public meet
ings. 

A series of six public lectures on 
"The World's Great Religions" was 
presented by the Baha'is of South 
Bend, Ind., during April and May, 

WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 
Fifth Year - 1957 . 1958 

Annual Budget.. .. .$425,000.00 
Total Requirements: 

May 1 to May 31. . .. $ 35,417.00 
Total Contributions: 

May 1 to May 31 ...... 23,000.00 
-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

using the Life magazine Film-Strip 
Lecture Series. Religions discussed 
included the Hindu, Jewish, Bud
dhist, Taoist, Christian, Islamic, and 
Baha'i. Discussion leaders were all 
non-Baha'is except for the Baha'i 
Faith; total attendance included over 
175 persons. 

"GREATEST NAME" AVAILABLE 
IN GOLD ON BROWN CALF 

"The Greatest Name" is now avail· 
able in gold on brown calf at $4.00 
each. It is also available in gold 
printing on heavy paper at 35 cents 
and in black printing at 25 cents 
each. Orders should be sent to the 
Baha'i Sales Committee, Harry E. 
Walrath, 909 W. Foster Ave., Chi
cago 40, Ill. 

The Principles of Child Education in 
the Baha'i Faith 

A clarifying statement on the char· 
acter and aim of Baha'i education. 
This statement is not only of interest 
to Baha'i teachers and parents, but 
to every individual in the Cause? 
both for his own enlightenment and 
so that he might make clear to others 
the true nature and purpose of edu
cation in the light of the Baha'i teach
ings. It is also valuable for presenta
tion to friends of the Cause and seek
ers interested in this aspect of the 
Teachings. Attractively printed on 
light blue quality paper, a French-
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fold, 31/2X8~·'2, to fit standard busi
ness envelope. 

Single copy .................. $ .10 
15 copies .................... 1.00 
50 copies .................... 3.00 

Baha'i: A Second Look. Reprint from 
Christian Century Magazine of April 
10,1957. For information on this item 
and how it is to be used Se€ article 
on page 4 of the June issue of BAHA'i 
NEWS~ "A Teaching Campaign to 
Revitalize the Home Community." 
Size 6 x 9, four pages. 

25 copies .................. $ 1.00 
100 copies .................. 3.00 
500 copies .................. 12.00 

Fireside Teaching. BAHA'i NEWS In
sert. Additional copies of this state
ment on fireside teaching by the Na
tional Assembly are available. 

Per copy .................... $ .05 
100 copies ................... 3.00 

FEASTS 
July 13-Kalimat (Words) 
August I-Kamal (Perfection) 

HOLY DAYS 
July 9-Martyrdom of the Bab 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 

July 19-20-21. 
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Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

Weekdays and Saturdays 
1:00 - 4:00 P.M. 
(Auditorium open) 

Sundays 

10:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. 
(Entire building open) 

Service of Worship 
Sundays 

3:30 P.M., lasting until 4:15 

BAHA'i NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'j World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
cd the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appoint~d Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1957-58: Mrs. Eunice Braun. Miss 
Charlotte Linfoot, Mr. Richard C. Thomas. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinojs. U.S.A. 
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:Jhe A:Murance 0/ Jirmnejj 
'Abdu'I-Baha's Talk on Attacks by Ministers 

"But after I leave, some people may arise in opposition, heaping 
persecutions upon you in their bitterness, and in the newspaper there 
may be articles published against the Cause, Rest ye in the assurance 
-of firmness. 

", .. If such things do not happen, the fame of the Cause will not 
become widespread and the summons of God will not be heard. 

"Consider the history of the past. Recall for instance the days of 
His Holiness Christ and the events subsequent thereto ... But remem
ber that these statements did not affect the Cause of Christianity, On 
the contrary, Christianity advanced daily in power and potency, 

"Day by day the majesty of Christ grew in splendor and effulgence. 
Therefore my purpose is to warn you and strengthen you against ac· 
cusations, criticisms, revilings, and derision in newspaper articles or 
other publications, Be not disturbed by them. They are the very con
firmation of the Cause; the very source of upbuilding to the move
ment. May God confirm the day when a score of the ministers of the 
churches may arise and with bared heads cry at the top of their 
voices that the Baha'is are misguided. I would like to see that day, for 
that is the time when the Cause of God will spread. 

"Baha'u'Uah has pronounced such as these the couriers (heralds) of 
the Cause. They will proclaim from pulpits that the Baha'is are fools; 
that they are a wicked and unrighteous people; but be ye steadfast 
and unwavering in the Cause of God. They will spread the message of 
Bahil'u'llilh." (Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 423,424.) 

The Station and Function of the Hands of the Cause 

Dear Baha'i Friends: 
In a letter written on behalf at the 

Guardian, the National Assembly has 
been informed that some National 
Assemblies do not understand the po· 
sition and rank of the Hands of the 
Cause. These Assemblies, in writing 
the Guardian, mention first their re
lationship to the Guardian, next their 
:relationship to National Assemblies 

and then their relationship to the 
Hands of the Case. 

The communication directs our As
sembly, after clearly understanding 
the st a tion and functions of the 
Hands of the Cause, to inform the 
friends. 

"The rank and position of the 
Hands of the Cause are superior to 
the position of the National Assem-
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blies. In writing concerning the 
Hands, therefore, when there is ref
erence to the Institutions of the 
Faith, after the Guardian should be 
mentioned the Hands, and then the 
national bodies." 

The NSA understands from this 
explanation that in corresponding or 
reporting about any Baha'i situation 
which includes the Hands of the 
Cause, or a Hand of the Cause, ref
erence to the Hands, or to the Hand, 
precedes reference to any other Ba
ha'i institution except the Guardian 
himself. 

To clarify this matter for the pre&
ent generation of believers, the 
National Assembly has reviewed 
references to the Hands of the Cause 
published in Baha'i literature or re
ported in BAHA 'f NEWS. "Hour now 
ripe take long inevitably deferred 
step, (in) conformity (with) provi· 
sions (of) 'Abdu'l-Baha's Testament 
... through appointment first con
tingent (of) Hands (of the) Cause of 
God, twelve in number, equally al
located (to) Holy Land, Asiatic, 
American, European continents ... n 

As to their function at that time, 
the Guardian stated: "Nine elevated 
rank Hands three continents outside 
Holy Land advised remain present 
posts continue discharge vital ad
ministrative, teaching duties pend
ing assignment specific functions as 
need arises. Urge all nine attend as 
my representatives all four forth
coming Intercontinental Conferences 
. . ," (Guardian'S cable of Decem
ber 24, 1951) 

This same cable states that the 
appointments of the first contingent 
were made in conjunction with these 
six historic steps in the history of 
the Faith: first, the inauguration of 
construction of the superstructure of 
the Sepulchre of the Bah; second, 
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View of the new entrance door of the Shrine of Baha'u'llah at Bahji 
in the Ho!y Land. 

the creation of the International Ea· 
hit?j Council; third, the acquisition, 
restoration and embellishment of the 
historic sites associated with the 
incarceration of Baha'u'lllth and 
'Abdu'l-Baha; fourth, the initiation 
of formal negotiations with central 
municipal authorities of Israel to 
preserve for posterity the neighbor
hood of the Most Holy Tomb of Ba
ha·u'llah and acquire properties near 
the Sepulchre of the Bab as site for 
future edifice housing the auxiliary 
agencies revolving around the 
Guardianship and the House of Jus
tice; fifth, preparation of the design 
of the House of Worship to be con
structed on Mount Ca rmel; and 
sixth. the inauguration of the inter
continental stage of Baha'i activity 
through the Intercontinental Teach
ing Conference to be held in 1953 pre
paring for the final step, the calling 
of an assemblage representative of 
the Baha'i communities of all sov· 
erign states, chief dependencies and 
islands of the entire planet (1963). 

On April 6, 1954, the Guardian 
cabled all Hands of the Cause and 
all National Assemblies a message 
marking a further unfoldment of the 
function of the Hands. 

"This newly constituted body, em
barked (on) its mission (with) such 
auspicious circumstances, (is) now 
entering second phase (of) its evo
lution signalized (by) forging ties 
(with the) National Spiritual Assem-

blies (of the) Baha'i world (for the) 
purpose (of) lending them assist
ance (in) attaining (the) objectives 
(of the) Ten Year Plan. 

"The hour (is) ripe (for the) fif
teen Hands residing outside (the) 
Holy Land (to) proceed during Ric;l
van (with the) appointment, (in) 
each continent separately, from 
among the resident Baha'i's (of) that 
continent, (of) Auxiliary Boards, 
whose members acting (as) deputies, 
assistants (and) advisors (of the) 
Hands, must increasingly lend 
(their) assistance (for the) promo"; 
tion (of the) interests (of the) Ten 
Year Crusade . ... 

"All Boards must report (and) be 
responsible (to the) Hands charged 
(with) their appointment. ... 

"Urge initiation (of) five Conti
nental Baha'i Funds which, as they 
develop. will increasingly facilitate 
(the) discharge (of the) functions as
signed (to the) Boards." 

In this same message the Hands 
were directed to keep in close touch 
with, and report the result of the 
nominations and progress of the ac
tivities of the Boards to the National 
Assemblies of their respective con· 
tinents, as well as to the four Hands 
residing in the Holy Land "destined 
(to) act (as) liaison between them
selves (i.e., the various Hands) (and 
the) Guardian (of the) Faith." 

We now turn to the Guardian's 
latest reference, his cable of June 
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4, 1957, addressed to all the Hands 
and all the National Assemblies, pub
lished in the July issue of BAHA'i 
NEWS. 

uDivinely appointed Institution (of 
the) Hands (of the) Cause, invested 
(by) virtue (of the) authority con
ferred (by the) Testament (of the) 
Center (of the) Covenant (with the) 
twin functions (of) protecting (and) 
propagating (the) Faith (of) Baha
'u'llah, now entering new phase (in 
the) process (of the) unfoldment (of) 
its sacred mission. To its newly as
sumed responsibility (to) assist Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies (of the) 
Baha'i world (in the) specific pur
pose (of) effectively prosecuting 
(the) World Spiritual Crusade, (the) 
primary obligation (to) watch over 
(and) insure protection (to the) 
Baha'i World community in close col
laboration (with) these same Na. 
tional Assemblies (is) noW added." 

H",tility to Cause Noted 
The friends have by now carefully 

noted the Guardian's powerful ex
position of the hostility from without, 
and the persistent machinations 
within the Cause, which impelled 
him to issue this call to the Hands 
and the National Assem blie s to es
tablish contact and deliberate On all 
evidences of hostility and the efforts 
of Covenant-breakers to destroy the 
Faith. 

Master', Will Cited 
Finally is cited the passage in the 

Master's will and Testament which 
invested the Guardian with authority 
to appoint Hands of the Cause. 

"0 friends r The Hands of the 
Cause of God must be nominated 
and appointed by the Guardian of the 
Cause of God. All must be under his 
shadow and obey his command. 
Should any, within or without the 
company of the Hands of the Cause 
of God disobey and seek division, the 
wrath of God and His vengance will 
be upon him, for he will have caused 
a break in the true Faith of God. 

"The obligations of the Hands of 
the Cause of God are to diffus e the 
divine fragrances, to edify the souls 
of men, to promote learning, to im· 
prove the character of all men, and 
to be, at all times, and under all 
conditions, sancitified and detached. 
from earthly things. They must man
ifest the fear of God by their conduct, 
their manners, their deeds and their 
words. " 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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"Grave. Far-Reaching 
Implications" 

Nationwide Rally for 
Ten Year Plan 

Dear Baha'i Friends: 
Impelled by an urgent message 

from the Guardian, the American 
Hands of the Cause issued on June 
19 a letter to every believer in the 
United States. This letter cited the 
Guardian's appeals and warnings of 
1954, 1956, and 1957 concerning the 
deterior~tion of the homefront and 
the menace of catastrophe to the na
tion through a third war. 

At the request of the Hands. the 
National Spiritual Assembly called 
fifteen conferences in population cen
ters throughout the country to be 
held on June 29 or 30. each conducted 
by a Hand of the Cause, a member 
of the Auxiliary Board or a member 
of the National Spiritual Assembly. 
The purpose of these rallies was to 
consult on the letter from the Hands 
which appealed to each individual 
believer to make a l"esponse to the 
Guardian' 5 continued appeal. 

All possible effort was made, 
through the local Assembly of the 
city selected, and through the Area 
Teaching Committees to bring to
gether the Baha'is from surround~ 
ing communities and groups. 

The form s of action to which re~ 
sponse must be made were outlined 
in the letter of June 19: pioneer 
abroad in Europe, Latin America, 
Africa or Asia; pioneer on the home~ 
front-dispersal to some weak com~ 
munity, bring a group to Assembly 
status, or establish a new isolated 
center anywhere in the United 
States; actively, prayerfully give the 
Message and confirm souls in one's 
own town or city if dispersal is not 
immediately possible; contribute to 
the National Fund in the full mea
sure of devotion and sacrifice called 
for by the Guardian. 

Fifteen meetings were held. 
New York, conducted by Paul E. 

Haney, Hand of the Cause; Temple 
Foundation Hal!, conducted by Hor
ace Holley, Hand of the Cause; Phil· 
adelphia, conducted by Willi. m de· 
Forge, member of the Auxiliary 
Board; Seattle and Los Angeles, con
ducted by Mrs. Florence Mayberry, 
member of the Auxiliary Board; 
Lima and Cleveland, conducted by 
Mrs. Margery McCormick, member 

of the Auxiliary Board; Washington~ 
D.C., conducted by Mrs. Katherine 
McLaughlin, member of the Aux
iliary Board; Atlanta. conducted by 
Dr. Sarah M. Pereira, member of 
the Auxiliary Board; San Francisco, 
conducted by Charles Wolcott, mem
ber of the NSA; Albuquerque and 
Phoenix, conducted by Charlotte M. 
Linfoot. member of the NSA; St. 
Louis, conducted by Edna M. True, 
member of the NSA; Boston, con
ducted by H. B. KaveIin. member 
of the NSA; Detroit. conducted by 
Dr. Katherine K. True. member of 
the NSA. 

Reports indicate that a total of 
2216 believers attended the fifteen 
conferences. Without doubt, these 
conferences represent the greatest 
gathering of American Baha'is ever 
held for concentration on one essen
tial objective, except for the great 
Centenary celebrations of 1944 and 
1953. 

While the Guardian's repeated ap
peals were expressed by the Ameri
can Hands, the responses by individ
ual believers are to be channeled 
through the regular administra
tive channels-the Intercontinental 
Teaching Committees for pioneering 
abroad, and the American National 
Teaching Committee for pioneering 
on the homefronL 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
awaits prayerfully the evidences of 
a tremendous outpouring of the 

.-, ..• - ... ~.... .... - . 

spirit in terms of actual responses 
to the beloved Guardian's warnings 
and appeals. 

-NATIONAL SpmITUAL ASSEMBLY 

The Non-Political Charader 
of the Baha'i Faith 

Dear Friends: 
In these days of worldwide politi

cal disturbance it seems wise to re
view the Master's teachings. the 
Guardian's directions, and explana~ 
tions by the National Spiritual As
sembly published on thls subject 
over the years. The references are 
so numerous that another explana
tion at this time would be out of 
place and unnecessary. 

These essential points must be uni~ 
vers ally upheld: obedience to civil 
government; complete non-associa
tion with any subversive movement; 
non-acceptance of any political of
fice by vote of a political party; en
rollment as a non-partisan and not 
as a member of any political party. 

Local Assemblies and individual 
believers, therefore, are urged to 
study, if the subject is not already 
clear, the following references: 

The Baha'i World, XII, pp. 306-312. 
BAHA'i NEWS Nos. 69, pp. 3-4; 72, 

p. 4; 78, 1'. 2; SO, p. 2; 105, p. 4; 
140, p. 2. 

Another view of the new entrance door of the Shrine oj Baha'ulldh at Bahji 
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Indeed, it is an important element 
in administrative efficiency for local 
Assemblies to preserve published 
references on subjects important to 
the preservation of the integrity of 
public teaching and individual Baha'i 
belief and action. The National Spir~ 
itual Assembly is called upon to de~ 
vote much time to answering ques
tions already fully answered in 
Baha'i literature, The Baha'i World 
and BAHA'f NEWS. 

-NATIONAL SPIRInJAL ASSEMBLY 

Your Baha'i Directory 
With this issue of BAHA'i NEWS 

each American believer will receive 
a copy of the Baha'i Directory for 
1957-1958. This publication is issued 
annually for the sole purpose of pro
viding information that can be valu
able to local Spiritual Assemblies, 
groups, national and local commit
tees, and individuals in planning and 
carrying out their teaching work. 

Reference to the functions as· 
signed to each committee will indi
cate the type of assistance and in
formation available from those 
sources, The "proclamation" and 
"service" committees particularly 
have much to offer both in the way 
of materials and suggestions. 

Baha'is traveling or settling in 
other areas can find the addresses 
of local Spiritual Assemblies and 
Area Teaching Committees through 
which they can get in touch with the 
other believers in those localities. 

In a further effort to aid in chan
nelling requests to the proper source 
this year, the National Spiritual As
sembly has added general informa~ 
tion where to order or send the var
ious types of material. 1n the past 
much valuable time has been spent 
in forwarding to various committees 
and offices requests and materials 
that have come to the wrong place, 
frequently resulting in the recipient 
not receiving it in time. The Baha'i 
Publishing Trust, which is greatly 
under-staffed, has particularly been 
the victim of far too many requests 
for services and materials which 
that office does not handl e and which 
would not have come there if the 
sender had referred to his directory 
or the Baha'i literature catalog. 

If the directory is to serve its pur
pose it should be carefully filed for 
ready reference and kept up to date 
by noting the directory changes that 
are published in BAHA~f NEWS, 

-NATlONAL SPIRITUAL ASSElVlBLY 

''Be Not Distressed" 
Letters frequent:y come from pio

neers who mention early difficulties 
and discouragements in their first 
attempts to establish the Cause in a 
new land. Then, suddenly. after per
sistent effort and prayer, the circum
stances change and the doors are 
opened to fruitful activity and 
achievement. The Master, jAbdu'l· 
Baha, speaking in Paris said: 

H. • , do not be discouraged be
cause you are few or because people 
think that your Cause is of no im
portance, If jew people come to your 
gatherings do not lose heart, and if 
you are ridiculed and contradicted 
be not distressed. for the apostles of 
Christ had the same to bear. 
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"Lijt up your hearts above the pres. 
ent and look with eyes of faith into 
the future! Today the seed is sottm, 
the grain falls upon the earth . .. 
Rejoice and be glad that this day has 
dawned. try to realize its power, fOT 
i.t is indeed wonderful! God has 
crowned you with honour and in your 
hearts has He set a radiant star; 
verily the light thereof shall brighten 
the whole world!" 

Now a letter has come from 
Charles Duncan, pioneer in Bangkok, 
Thailand, which records something 
of teaching efforts expended in thaI 
country. It follows in part: 

0, • • As you know I lived at the 
YMCA for over a year. It was the 
only place that I could find that I 
could afford. I wasn't able to have 
any firesides and I couldn't find any-

Dr, tAli Muhammad Varqa, Hand of the Cause~ and 
Mrs . .Marge~y McCormick~ member of the Auxiliary 
Board and of the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States, at the Tomb of May Maxwell, near 
Quilmes, Argentina, on April 21, 1957. The memorial 

service was reported in BAHA'i NEWS for June. 
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Dr. 'Ali MulJammad Varqa, Hand of the Cau.se~ Mrs. Margery McCormick, 
representing the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States; and the 
newly elected Nationa~ Spiritual Assembly of the Baha.'is of Argentina, 

Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay, and Uruguay. 

one interested. It was getting very 
discouraging because I could spend 
so little time teaching the Cause. 

"Then circumstances changed. I 
was able to get a new job teaching 
which paid more money and took 
less time. So I have rented a house 
and it is now the Baha'i Center in 
Bangkok. There is a sign over the 
gate in English and Thai. The House 
is on the road to the airport so it 
must be seen by hundreds of people 
each day. both Thais and foreigners. 
Vl'e now have firesides every Sun
day morning with attendance of 12 or 
so people each time, 

"In addition to this a friend of 
mine has an English school. He has 
invited me to speak on the Baha'i 
Faith at his school. I did this last 
week and everyone was enthusiastic. 
So now I am preparing a nine lecture 
series to give the general outline of 
the Cause. I am starting with social 
teaching and the importance of re~ 
ligion to civilization. Introducing the 
Manifestation is easy, but introduc~ 
ing God is much more difficult be~ 
cause the Buddhists don't believe in 
God or any gods. Needless to say I 
feel elated after treading the mill for 
so long. It's very gratifying to see 
the students nod their heads from 
time to time showing their approval. 

in the long run because I can check 
each sentence to make sure that 
there are no misinterpretations 
(which are usual in translations from 
Thai to English). I know just enough 
Thai to keep an eye on things. Then 
another friend checks the two and 
makes suggestions. The translator is 
a Buddhist and the checker is a 
Christian. 

"Now that things are at last under 
way in Thailand, I'm sure that we 
shall have some results." 

Again the Master's words: "Only 
have faith, patience and courage
this is but the beginning~ but surely 
you wHl succeed, fOT God is with 
you!" (Quotations from Paris Talks) 

Western Hemisphere 

HAWAIIAN, NICARAGUAN 
PIONEERS NEEDED 

5 

Because of the renewed stress and 
urgency of the appeals by the Guard
ian for more American pioneers, the 
Western Hemisphere Teaching Com
mittee continues to use this means 
of acquainting potential pioneers 
with current goals to be filled, as 
well as job opportunities which come 
to our attention. Anyone thinking of 
pioneering either now or at a later 
date is urged to get in touch with 
this Committee through its Secretary 
at the address below. 

It should be noted that qualified 
teachers can expect to find employ~ 
ment almost anywhere except in 
Hawaii. 

In addition to persons able to pio
neer on a permanent basis, this Com
mittee needs the services of travel
ling teachers as well, and would be 
very happy to hear from anyone who 
is in a position to take on a circuit 
teaching trip for a period of several 
weeks. 

Maui, Hawaiian Islands 
Maui is the only other established 

local Spirtual Assembly in the Ha~ 
waiian Islands, besides Honolulu. 
One or two pioneers are needed 
there before next Rh;tvan in order to 
preserve its Assembly status. As em-

"The last big item of news is that 
we are translating the Esslemont 
book into Thai. A friend of mine 
translates during the week and we 
go over it on Sundays. Although this 
method is much slower than having 
a professional translator, it is better 

Delegates to the first National Convention ot the Baha'is of Argentina, 
BOlivia, Chile, Paraguay, and Uruguay, held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on 

April 22~24, 1957, and reported in BAHA'i NEWS for June. 
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ployment possibilities are not great, 
the best suggestion is that this post 
be filled by retired Baha'is with in
dependent income sufficient for an 
average American city. 

BIuefields, Nicaragua 
Bluefields has no pioneer at the 

present time, but is a good possibility 
for an Assembly next Ri4vfm, as the 
way has been paved with contacts 
(some of whom are earnest seekers) 
by our pioneer, Ruth Yancey. who 
spent two months there recently on 
a special teaching project sponsored 
by the Nicaraguan Teaching Com
mi ttee. We quote from her report: 

"The population of Bluefields is 
approximately 15,000 inhabitants, 
composed mostly of Creoles from 
the English speaking islands of the 
Atlantic with a smaller minority 
group of Spanish speaking peoples 
and a smattering of Mosquito In· 
dians ... Until recently, all teaching 
was done in English with Spanish 
being taught as a foreign language. 
As a result . . . the people regard 
English as their mother tongue and 
prefer it to Spanish. 

"The mode of living in some re
spects is comparab1e to that in the 
United States possibly half a century 
ago. The homes are all of wooden 
construction and for the most part 
lack running water and indoor 
plumbing. The diet consists prin~i. 
pally of rice and beans plus fruIts 
which grow naturally and are avail
able at certain seasons of the year. 
Fish is free for the fishing." 

Miss Yancey, in her two months 
at Bluefields, made a number of con
tacts "who are begging for a per
manent pioneer and books . . . 

"The contacts themselves in re
questing a resident pioneer f?r Blue
fields, have expressed the WIsh that 
it be a person who is mature, well 
versed in the Teachings and capable 
of explaining things in a simple, 
clear, and eloquent manner. To them 
this is a matter of utmost 
importance. 

"Bluefields is fertile ground and 
ripe for the Faith. Because of the 
constant friction which exists be
tween the groups already established 
there ... many people are seeking 
and more will be seeking in the 
future ... " 

For further information please con
tact the Western Hemisphere Teach
ing Committee, Mrs. Katherine Me· 
Laughlin, secretary, 73 College Road 
West, Princeton, N.J. 
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First National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha',s Of the 
Benelux Countries, elected at Brussels, in April 1957. 

Australia 

ANNUAL CONVENTION 

HELD IN SYDNEY 

The Annual National Convention of 
the Baha'is of Australia was opened 
on the evening of April 25, 1957, by 
Stanley Bolton, vice-chairman of the 
National Spiritual Assembly, in the 
absence of Collis Featherstone, chair
man, who was attending the first New 
Zealand Convention. 

Mr. Bolton welcomed the delegates 
and friends, and expressed the regret 
of the friends at the absence of Mrs. 
Clara Dunn, Hand of the Cause, who 
was attending the New Zealand Con
vention as the representative of the 
Guardian. 

Following his welcome, Mr. Bolton 
incorporated into his address the 
Guardian's message to the New Zea
land Convention, sent by Mrs. Dunn, 
which called upon the National As
sembly of Australia to continue to 
assist the New Zealand Baha'i com· 
munity in every possible way. 

At the roll cal! of delegates, 22 
were present. 

Convention officers were elected, 
with Mr. P. Bird serving as Chair
man, and Mr. J. Heggie as Sec· 
retary. 

The Guardian's message was read 
by the convention secretary, who 

also, as arranged by the National 
"8piri tual Assembly, unveiled a 
sketch of the Australian Temple as 
the Temple plans were annoWlced in 
the Guardian's message. 

This was a momentous period in 
the reading of the Guardian's stupen~ 
dous record of World Crusade ac· 
complishments. Only time and much 
study will reveal the full implication 
of this wonderful message, which 
left the convention filled with the 
wonder of the greatness of the Faith 
of Baha 'u'llah under the unerring 
guidance of Shoghi Effendi. 

The first session was closed with. 
the reports of the secretary and 
treasurer of the National Spiritual 
Assembly. 

On the next day, April 26, various 
committees made their annual re
ports, and recommendations were 
made and discussed pertaining to 
the Australian Baha'i activities. 

Cable to Guardian 
The Cable Committee submitted a 

draft of a message to the Guardian, 
which was approved as follows: 

"AUSTRALIAN CONVENTION 
DEEPLY MOVED YOUR MESSAGE 
REJOICES CRUSADE ADVANCES 
HEARTS OVERFLOWING AWE HU
MILITY LOVE GRATITUDE MAG
NIFICENT TEMPLE PLANS SUP
PLICATE YOUR PRA YE RS 
STRENGTH POWER COURAGE 
ARISE ACHIEVE ALWTTED 
TASKS GREETINGS LOVING AS
SURANCES REDEDICATION." 

On Sa turd ay, April 27, the voting 
for the new National Spiritual As-
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sembly was conducted, with these 
results: Mr. J. Heggie, Mr. H. C. 
Featherstone, Mr. P. Bird, Mr. N, 
P. L. Walker, Mrs. D. Whiting, Miss 
T. Perks, Mr. S. W. Bolton, Miss M. 
Degotardi, and Mr. F. Wyss. 

Visit Temple Site 
Sunday morning, April 28, over 60 

people assembled at the Temple Site 
despite an early morning rain. The 
site had recently been cleared of 
trees, and the markers for the Tem
ple foundations were found, with one 
pylon site partly excavated. The 
friends gathered around for prayers, 
including a prayer for the departed, 
with special thought of Mr. George 
Townshend, Hand of the Cause. 

Receive Guardian's Reply 
In the afternoon the Guardian's 

reply to the convention cable was re
ceived: DEEPLY APPRECIATE 
MESSAGE APPEAL ENTIRE BODY 
AUSTRALIAN BELIEVERS RE
DOUBLE EFFORTS BEFITIINGLY 
DISCHARGE SACRED HE A VY 
MANIFOLD RESPONSIBILITIES 
PRAYING FERVENTLY FULFILL· 
MENT CHERISHED HOPES. 

SHOGHI 

Following further discussion on 
teaching ideas, the convention was 
closed, and the friends assembled to 
commemorate the Feast of Beauty. 

-AUSTRALIAN Baha'i Bulletin 

CRUSADE TRANSLATION 

GOAL ACHIEVED 

The Australian Baha'i Bulletin re~ 
ports that the translation in Houai
lou has been completed. This is one 
of the three remaining goal transla~ 
tions undertaken by Australia and 
New Zealand, The others are Anei
tyum and Bentuni. 

Canada 

TENTH NATIONAL 

CONVENTION HELD 
The tenth annual N.ational Conven

tion of the Baha'is of Canada was 
held on April 26·28, 1957 in Toronto, 
Ontario, 

This history-making convention, 
which was held for the first time in 
our o.wn l;Ia?:iratu'l-Quds, opened on 
Friday morning with devo.tions, 
which assisted each delegate to pre· 
pare himself humbly and sincerely 
lor the work to be done. 

The beloved Guardian's message, 
addressed this year for the first time 
to 24 national conventions assembled 
throughout the world, invited the 
delegates to survey with him "the 
latest evidences of (the Faith's) re
sistless march along t,he path traced 
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for it by both its Founder and the 
appointed Center of His Covenant." 

In answer to this message the con
vention sent this heartfelt response 
by cable to Shoghi Effendi: 

"Convention message tremendous 
inspiration. Overjoyed global suc
cesses. Rededication greater fer
vour fuHillment Crusade. Beseech 
prayers assistance tasks allot4 
ted Canadian community. Loving 
greetings." 

During the first afternoon much 
time was given to discussion of the 
reports of the National Teaching and 
New Territories Co.mmittees, particu
larly the matter of lost local Spir
itual Assemblies. Sixty Assemblies 
are required by the completion of 
the Ten-Year Crusade. and the pres· 
ent status is 18. There was a gen
eral feeling, not only by the Com~ 
mittee but also. by the delegates, that 
teaching activity appears to be on 
the increase throughout Canada. 

Ridvlin Feast Observed 
The Ri<;lvan Feast was held in the 

basement of the J.Ia?iratu'14Quds on 
Friday evening. Following the read
ings and prayers, Winnifred Harvey 
spoke briefly of her recent pilgrim
age to Haifa, the play "The Seated 
Baha'i" was presented, and Mrs. 
Meherangiz Munsiff, a visitor from 
India via the United States, spoke. 

Midway in the conventio.n the elec-

Baha'is attending the first National Convention of the Bahd'i's of the Benelux Countries, held in BTUssels~ Belgium, 
on April 20-24, 1957, reported in BAHA'i NEWS tOT June. 
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tion of the new National Spiritual 
Assembly for 1957-1958 was held_ In 
an atmosphere of devotion and 
prayerful throught the delegates cast 
their ballots. 

In all, 19 delegates voted, the two 
absentees sending in their ballots by 
mail. The following were elected: 
Hart Bowesfield. Peggy Ross, Win
nifred Harvey, Audrey Westheuser, 
Allan Raynor~ Lloyd Gardiner, Row
land EstalI, Fred Graham, and Har
old Moscrop, 

A Public Congress was held on 
&turday evening in the Royal On
tario Museum Theater, at which 
Mrs. Munsiff was the speaker. 

The remainder of the convention 
was given over to consultation on the 
plans and objectives for the coming 
year on the home front, on the na
tional, regional, and individual 
levels. 

There was an acute awareness on 
the part of those present of a subtle 
change in the Baha'is throughout 
Canada. More active teaching, a 
greater sense of maturity, was 
expressed. 

In one of the most inspiring key
note talks in any Canadian conven
tion, Fred Graham summed up the 
attitude of the individual by calling 
upon us all to arise and act. We must 
rely on the promise of our Faith for 
aid and know that succe ssw ill com e 
through "aU those who arise" .in 
"whom the Word of God taketh 
effect. ,t 

To the 17 delegates who were pres~ 
ent must be added the over 100 reg~ 
istered visitors during the conven~ 
tion, who returned to their hom es 
with renewed dedication, determined 
to put into action what they had 
experienced. 

-CANADIAN Baha'i News 

fiRST ASSEMBLY 

FORMED IN SAMOA 

Details of the formation of the first 
Local Spiritual Assembly in Samoa 
have been published in the Canadian 
New Territories Committee News~ 
letter, quoting a letter from Suhayl 
'AliI.'i: 

"First day of RiQ-vim was a truly 
joyous occasion for everyone of us 
in Samoa. We are sure that you were 
just as happy to see the formation 
of the first Spiritual Assembly in 
the Samoan Islands come to realiza
tion. 

"On the morning of that 'Blessed 
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Newry estabHshed Local SpiTituar Assembry of Orleans, 
France, elected on Apri! 21, 1957. 

Festival' we aU gathered at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Nemat 'Ala'i for the 
wonderful occasion we had all longed 
for. After appropriate excerpts from 
the writings of Baha'u'llah, 'Abdu'l
Baha, and the Guardian were read, 
a jOint declaration was signed by the 
nine present. We had received your 
welcome cable about midnight, the 
night before the formation of the 
Assembly. It was certainly most in
spiring and deeply appreciated by 
everyone of us." 

Germany. Austria 

SUMMER SCHOOL 

THEMES ANNOUNCED 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Germany and Austria, through its 
publication Baha1i Nachrichten, has 
listed the themes of their summer 
school sessions for Esslingen, Ger~ 
many, and for a second school which 
it is hoped can be established in 
central Germany at Clausthal
Zellerfeld_ 

These topics will include: "The 
Redemptive Idea in Religious His
tory," lIRedemption Through the 
Mediator," "The Redemptive Idea 
in Our Time," "Christianity and the 
Baha'i Faith: Dogma, Cult, and Rit~ 
ual; Essential and Non-Essential 
Differences," "The Requirement of 
Today: Unity of Religion," "From 
the Wills of Bahil'u'llilh and 'Abdu'l
Baha/' "The Baha'i Temple: Idea 
and Task," and "The Frankfurt 
Temple in the Light of Publicity." 

India, Burma 

BAHA'iS PARTICIPATE 

IN U,N. CONFERENCE 

AT COLOMBO 

A conference of United Nations 
Non - Governmental Organizations 
met in Colombo, Ceylon, on October 
29 to November 1, 1956, in which 
three representatives of the Baha'i 
Faith took part. 

One hundred ninty-seven dele
gates representing 75 organizations 
in Burma, Ceylon, India, Nepal, and 
Pakistan participated. 

Baha'is included Mr. K. Sivap
pirakasam, chairman of the Co
lombo Local Spiritual Assembly, re
presenting Ceylon; Mr. Lionel J. 
Peraji, representing India; and Mr. 
N. A. M_ Sultan, representing Pak
istan. 

During the first three days of the 
conference there were talks on "The 
UN Technical Assistance Program," 
"The Establishment of a Better Un
derstanding of the UN," "The Peace~ 
ful Uses of Atomic Energy," and 
"The Role of the UN in World Af· 
fairs Today." 

Many of the delegates contacted 
by the Baha'is individully were of 
the opinion that ultimately the do
ings of United Nations would lead to 
universal peace and one world, pro
mulgated by Bahit'u'llilh. The Direc
tor of the UNIC in Pakistim, who 
was one of the leading figures at the 
conference, told the Baha'is that he 
was from the land of our Beloved, 
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First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Porto 
Alegre, Brazil, fryrmed on April 21, 1957. 

and that he had a good number of 
relatives who were Baha'is and lived 
in Persia. 

On the final day of the conference 
the participants divided into four in
formal working groups. The Baha'is 
joined the group of "Teaching about 
the United Nations and Cooperation 
Between the Various Organizations." 
At this group level Mr. Sivappiraka. 
sam delivered a short speech. He 
stressed that it is the spiritual force 
only, and not the force of arms and 
not economic emancipation that 
would give stability to universal 
peace and happiness to the human 
race. If. with the technical, health, 
and other assistance given to the un
developed areas, spiritual education 
is imparted from a common pool, 
the world would be a paradise en
joying universal peace. 

Many friends of the Baha'i repre· 
sentatives were contacted during tea, 
lunch, and other intervals, and were 
given the Baha'i Message. Pamphlets 
pertaining to our Beloved's Cause 
were distributed. Most of the dele
gates from India and Pakistim had 
earlier acquaintance of the Faith, 
but some of the delegates from 
Nepal had not heard of it, and were 
anxious to have more literature. 

One important fact to be noted 
was that not a single delegate had 
any ill will towards the Faith. One 
Mr. Chakaravarthy from New Delhi, 
in a short speech, said that the world 
wa s heading for a one-world govern. 
ment. When he was contacted by 
the Baha'is after his speech he said 

that he had hea rd a bout the Faith, 
and that the Baha·! idea of one 
world government could only be real· 
ized after a decade or two, and not 
in the near future. 

-LIONEL J. PERA.1I 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

MEMBERSHIP ANNOUNCED 

The following were elected to form 
the National Spirtual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of India and Burma for 
the Baha'i year 114 (1957·58): 

Mr. G. A. Amreliwala, chairman; 
Dr. M. E. Lukmani, vice-chairman; 
Mr. Abbasally Butt, secretary; H. 
Fatheazam, assistant secretary; Mr. 
K. J. Hakimian, treasurer; and Mrs. 
Shirin Boman, Mr. R. N. Shah, Mr. 
M. Samimi, and U Ba Sein. 

Brazil, Peru, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Venezuelo 

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT 

OF PERU ACQUIRED 
Purchase of the National Endow· 

ment of Peru has been announced 
by the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of Brazil, Peru, 
Colombia, Ecuador, and Venezuela. 

The site is located 30 kilometers 
from Huancayo near Apata, and con
sists of 6,051 square meters of land. 
It was purchased in April 19571 and 
is easily accesible by highway and 
railroad. 

. -........ ~" .. -'" 

Pdkistan 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

FORMED IN KARACHI 
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All the friends were delighted 
when the holding of the First Con
vention of the Baha'is of Pakistan 
was announced. The dates fixed for 
it were from April 27 to 30, 1957. 
The meetings of the convention were 
to be held at Bah"'i Hall, Deepchand 
Ojha Road, KaracjJ.!. 

Delegates of the local Assemblies 
of the Baha'is of Pakistan, except a 
few who could not come, reached 
Kara~i by April 27 -to participate 
in the convention. A large number 
of Baha'is also came to witness this 
historical and glorious function. In 
these days the Baha'i Hall and gar
dens were illuminated by colored 
electric bulbs in such a way that 
people passing at night were a t
tracted by this beautiful scene. The 
atmosphere resounded with the cries 
of "Allah'u·Abha.!" 

Hand of Cause Present 
The beloved Guardian sent the re

vered Hand of the Cause. Shu'ft'u'llah 
'AIit'i, as his representative at this 
occasion. Mr. Abasally Butt, mem
ber of the AUXiliary Board to the 
Hands of the Cause in Asia, and Mr. 
Isfandiar Bakhtiari and Ghulam 
Hassain Ambreliwala, representa. 
tives of the National Spiritual As. 
sembly of India and Burma at. 
tended the meetings. ' 

Mr. Bakhtiari, chairman of the 
sponsoring National Assembly, open. 
ed the convention. The revered Hand 
of the Cause of God distributed the 
perfume, sent through him as a gift 
from the beloved Guardian, to the 
delegates and visitors. The revered 
Hand of the Cause also delivered the 
message of the beloved Guardian and 
addressed the assemblage. 

Translations of the messages of 
the beloved Guardian were read in 
the meetings, and the revered Hand 
of the Cause gave an address .on the 
progress of the Cause of God. 

The Rig,van Feast was celebrated 
in a spirit of jubilation, and in the 
evening a public reception was held 
in the garden of the ~a~iratu'l-Qudst 
to which the cream of the society of 
Kara@i was invited. This gathering 
was addressed by the revered Hand 
of the Cause. 

On April 29 the National Spiritual 
Assembly came into being and was 
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organized. The following, and their 
offices, were elected: Mr. I. K. 
Bakhtiari, chairman; Choudhri Ab
dur Rehman, vice-chairman; Fari
doon Yezameidi, secretary; Mr. 
A. C. Joshi, treasurer; and Mr. S. 
Mahfoozul Haq nmi, Mr. Memboob 
Ilahi Qureshi, Mr. S. Abul Abbas 
Rizvi, Mr. S. Mawazish Ali Shah, 
and Dr. M. A. Latif. 

The delegates were distributed in
to six panels to discuss the various 
items of the agenda? and a common 
discussion was held on their report
ing the result of their consultation. 

Several functions, including one by 
the Baha'i Youth Committee, 
Kara@l, were held. Many friends 
spoke in these meetings and many 
read poems. Beginners also came, 
and had their problems solved by 
the teachers present at the functions. 

The sacred impression of this aus
picious occasion gave freshness and 
a new encouragement to the Baha'is. 
We trust that the friends will serve 
the Cause of God with daily increas
ing ardor and endeavor. 

New Zealand 

-FARIDOON YEZAMEIDI 

Convention ReporieT 

FORM NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

IN AUCKLAND 
From April 26 to 28, 1957, at the 

Haziratu'l-Quds in Auckland, New 
ie~land Baha'is thrilled to the joys 

of their first convention, the two 
highlights of which were the beloved 
Guardian's Convention Message, to
gether with our objectives in the new 
Six-Year Plan, and the election of 
our own National Spiritual Assembly 
of New Zealand. 

Our beloved Hand of the Cause, 
Mrs. Clara Dunn, and AuxiJiary 
Board members Miss Thelma Perks 
and Mr. Collis Featherstone, blessed 
and guided our fledgling steps dur
ing the proceedings. 

Three-fifths of the total number 
of Baha'is in New Zealand were pres
ent, along with many Australian 
friends, to hear the Guardian's re
view of events, the outline of future 
activities, and to share in the soul
warming joys of Baha'i fellowship. 

Our part in the Six-Year Plan is as 
follows: (1) Multiplication of centers 
and local Assemblies, (2) Incorpora
tion of well-grounded Assemblies, 
(3) Inauguration of a National Fund, 
(4) Obtaining recognition of Baha', 
Holy Days and of the Baha'i mar
riage certificate, (5) Conversion of 
Maoris and ensuring their participa
tion in Baha'i administrative insti~ 
tutions, (6) Extending the scope of 
teaching in the South Island, (7) In
corporation of the newly-formed Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, and (8) 
Selection and purchase of the site 
for the first Ma~riqu tl-Adbkar in 
New Zealand. 

-PERCY G. LEADLEY 

Convention Reporter 

Race Amity Day meeting sponsored by the Hayward, Calif., Baha'i group 
on June 9 at the Baha'i Center. 
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RACE AMITY DAY 

OBSERVANCES REPORTED 

First reports have been received 
On the observance of Race Amity 
Day on June 9, 1957, the newest an
nual Baha'i event for proclaiming 
the Faith to the United States_ 

Race Amity Day, like World Re
ligion Day, is exclusively sponsored 
by Baha',s, and not Baha', partici
pation in a public relations project 
sponsored by SOme other or
ganization. 

Of the communities reporting, the 
Durham, N.C., and Hayward, Calif., 
meetings had the largest attendance, 
as shown in the accompanying pho
tographs. 

Durham's program included the 
showing of slides of the Arizona In
dian Reservations visited by Mrs. 
Van Sombeek; slides of the Baha', 
House of Worship, with an explana
tion of its purpose and meaning; and 
musical selections. One of the guests 
was Mr. A. T. Spaulding, official 
U.S. delegate to the UNESCO Con
ference at New Delhi, India. Others 
included contacts at Duke Univer
sity, the Negro collegeJ and the city 
schools, and friends made through 
other meetings. Guests from other 
lands included representatives of Au
stralia and iran. Each one was given 
a badge with his name and native 
country, so that all would know each 
other's name and origin. 

In Hayward 32 adults, 3 youth, and 
6 children were present, representing 
Jewish. Negro, Persian, Hindu~ and 
Chinese nationalities. Mr. and Mrs. 
Rex Collison showed pictures of their 
travels, and after an interesting dis
cussion a buffet supper was served. 

HRace Amity for World Peace" 
was the theme of the Flint, Mich., 
public meeting held at the Interna
tional Institute. Speakers included 
Mrs. Herman Gibson, a former good
will ambassador to Europe, and 
Sherman Rosenberg, a student at 
Michigan State University. Thirty 
persons, including 12 non-Baha'is, 
were present. 

In Greensboro, N.C., the theme of 
the public meeting was "The One· 
ness of Mankind," with Dr. Hobart 
Jarrett of Bennett College, and Mrs. 
Terah Cowart-5mith as speakers. 
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There were 14 Baha'is and 13 non· 
Baha'is in attendance, comprising 
college students and teachers of the 
Negro and white races. The meeting 
was held in the O. Henry Hotel, 
where the Greensboro World Youth 
Day meeting in March attracted 
such favorable attention to the Faith. 

Baha'is of the Miami, Fla., area 
also reported a large attendance at 
their public meeting in a Baha'i 
home. Twelve non·Baha'is and 44 
Baha'is heard a talk by Dr. Charles 
Williams, principal of Booker T. 
Washington High School of Miami 
on ··The Price We Pay.1t explaining 
what it takes to be a good citizen. 

As a result of new,spaper publicity 
for the Miami meeting, the Rader 
Methodist Church of EI Portal, a 
Miami suburb, asked for a Baha'i 
speaker to explain the Faith to a 
church group studying the various 
religions. 

Newton, Mass., Baha'is held their 
first interracial public meeting in 
observance of Race Amity Day, with 
17 present, including 8 non-Baha'is 
and 6 Negros. Mr. Beverly F. Booth 
of the UniverSity of Alabama was 
the non-Baha!i speaker. 

Royal Oak, Mich., Baha'is planned 
their Race Amity Day observance 
in the nature of a reception, with a 
short talk on the Faith followed by 
a general discussion. Twenty-five 
persons attended, including six non
Baha'is. 

Battle Creek, Mich., invited a 
leader of the local Unitarian Church 
to share a platform with a Baha'i 
speaker at their public meeting, the 
subject being UBrotherhood of Man." 

The San Francisco, Calif., public 
meeting included prayers and read
ings from the Baha'i Writings, vocal 
selections by an Oriental artist; a 
brief Baha'i talk on "The Oneness of 
God, the Oneness of the Prophets, 
and the Oneness of Mankind H

; brief 
talks by a Negro representative of 
the Urban League, a young Filipino 
woman in national dress, who spoke 
of the contributions of America to 
the development of the Philippine 
Islands, a Japanese artist who dem
onstrated ,Japanese brush painting. 
and a fellow artist who displayed 
wax-dye on cotton. 

These meetings demonstrate that 
there is a firm basis for the develop
ment of future Race Amity Day 
meetings to proclaim the distinguish· 
ing feature of the Revelation of Ba
ha'u'Uah. the Oneness of Mankind. 

BAHA'iS REPORT 

TEACHING ACTIVITIES 

AT EARLHAM COLLEGE 
In February Mrs. Joyce Dahl and 

I were invited by Dr. D. Elton True
blood to visit Earlham College, Rich
mond, Ind .• for the joint purpose of 
attending the annual Yokefellow Con· 
ference on April 27, and speaking to 
the student body at Chapel on 
April 25. 

We had known Dr. Trueblood when 
he had been Chaplain at Stanford. 
He had been one of the outside 
speakers at one of the large Baha'i 
Public Meetings at the Palace Hotel 
in San Francisco, and we had driven 
him home from that. 

Wben he left Stanford he told me 
tha t it was prim arily to get in a 
position to do more about the failure 
of Christianity to cope with today's 
problems. Since then he has had 
many articles published by mass cir
culation magazines, has written a 
number of best-selling books. and 
has created a vehicle for putting 
some of his ideas into effect by or
ganizing the Yokefellow Movement, 
a loosely knit group of people in 
various Protestant denominations 
who are trying to further an effective 
lay ministry, 

Earlham College is a Quaker 
school with about 700 students, a 
large number of whom are not Quak
ers. The weekly Chapel service is 
supposed to be compulsory, but we 
are told that only occasional test 
checks of attendance are made, 
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We estim a ted that there were 
a bout 600 in the audience when I 
spoke, The service was in the col
lege auditorium, and there was a 
nicely lettered poster in the lobby 
advertising it. 

The talk, which I read in order to 
obtain the maximum smoothness in 
phrasing, covered a great deal of 
ground, and did not pull any punches 
with respect to the necessity of over
coming the divisions between re
ligions. 

After the talk I was greeted in a 
very friendly manner by Dr. Jones, 
the President of the college, who is 
a friend of the Baha'i, Mrs. Van 
Sombeek. Then we went to the 
lounge of the Meetinghouse, where 
a coffee hour was scheduled for 
those who cared to carry on a dis
cussion with the speaker. We were 
told that the count was 51, which Dr. 
Trueblood considered an expression 
of considerable interest. The discus
sion was lively, largely along Chris
tian lines, but quite intelligent and 
constructive. 

The next afternoon we were in
vited to attend Prof. Hugh Barbour's 
class in "Religions of the World." 
It is a seminar class around a huge 
oval cherry wood table in the Meet
inghouse. There were about 20 
around the table, and another ten or 
so around the edges of the room. 

When we came in we noticed the 
names of all the leading Baha'i fig. 
ures, as well as the ones we regard 
as major Prophets, written on the 
blackboard. At first we thought this 
was in preparation for this class, 

Race Amity Day meeting in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Geo1'ge Van Sombeek 
in Durham, N.C., on June 9. The guests included Mr. A. T. Spaulding, 

United States delegate of the UNESCO conference in New Delhi, India. 
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but when Prof. Barbour erased them, 
it turned out they had been used for 
discussion in a morning class. 

The whole class hour was devoted 
to questions on the Faith addressed 
to us. Again they were intelligent and 
penetrating, and we fclt that a great 
deal of interest was generated. 

The next day was the Yokefellow 
Conference. To my surprise, Dr. 
Trueblood asked me to contribute to 
the period of Common Prayer that 
opened the meeting. I read one of 
the short prayers by Baba'u'Uah. 

There were about 225 in attend
ance, some ministers, but more lay 
leaders in the churches. We were 
greatly impressed with the vitality of 
this movement, and particularly to 
the extent to which people who were 
at first sophisticated and worldly 
found that religion brought positive 
values to them when they applied 
it in their daily lives, and made 
them happier and better able to cope 
with modem problems. 

Evaluation of Vi.it 
The campus as a whole is now 

very much aware of the Faith. This 
experience convinced me even mOre 
that an opportunity to present the 
Faith in the classroom or auditorium 
under the official auspices of a col
lege is infinitely more effective than 
a meeting sponsored by Baha'is, and 
if it reaches a large fraction of the 
campus at one time, the impact is 
that much more forceful. College 
students are open to this type of 
approach, and there is no telling 
what the ultimate effect might be. 

-ARTHUR L. DAHL 

HOLD SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING 

AT CATHEDRAL OF THE PINES 

The seventh annual public meet
ing at Cathedral of the Pines, 
Rindge, N.H., was held on July 13, 
1957. Harry S. Merson spoke on 
"World Unity and World Faith t " and 
Mrs. Gladys Weeden gave readings 
and a prayer from the Baha'i 
Writings. 

WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 
Fifth Ya-aT: 1957·195B 

Annual Budget .......... $425,000.00 
Total Requirements: 

May I to June 30 ...... 70,834.00 
Total Contributions: 

May 1 to June 30 ... . .. 40,000.00 
-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

URGE PLANS FOR 

UNITED NATIONS DAY 
Local Assemblies or Baha'i groups 

wishing to join in the nation-wide 
observance of United Nations Day 
on October 24, 1957, are requested 
to appoint a member of the As
sembly or community to serve as 
UN Day correspondent. 

This will be of great assistance to 
your U. S. United Nations Commit
tee, and will expedite your receipt 
of information and materials this 
committee wishes to send out. 

Please send the name and address 
of the correspondent before August 
20 to: 

Miss Isabelle Silk 
319 E. 50th Street 
New York 17, N.Y. 

-UNITED NATIONS COMMITTEE 

DAVISON SCHOOL PLANS 

HOMECOMING WEEKEND 
Homecoming weekend at the Da· 

vison Bahati School, Davison, Mich., 
will be a three·day session under 
the sponsorship of the Africa Teach· 
ing Committee and handled by 
Albert James on August 31 through 
September 2, 1957. 

The public meeting on September 
1, at 3:00 p.m. will, be addressed by 
Mrs. Ruth Moffett instead of Robert 
Gaines, as published in the school 
program. 

The friends are urged to make 
advance reservations for this week· 
end with the Davison Baha'i School 
Registrar, Mr. Rason Dobbs, 3208 
S. State Road, Davison, Mich. 

.. ,-.- _ ... -.,. 
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Pocket Calendar. This calendar run
ning from May 1957 through 'April 
1958, indicates all Feast and Holy 
Days, and is small enough to be in
serted in a billfold. 

Ten copies .................. $ .50 
25 copies .................... $1.00 

Out of Print 
Baha'i Calendar for 1957. The 9 x 12 
standard calendar for 1957 is now 
out of print. The Pocket Calendar, 
extending through April 1958, men
tioned abovey continues to be avail
able. 

Minimum Mail Order, $1.00 

Available from 
BAHA ~f PUBLISHING TRUST 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 

FEASTS 
August 20 - Asma' (Names) 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 

August 30-31, September 1.2 
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Baha.'i HOUle of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

Weekdays 
10:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
(Entire building) 
7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 
(Auditorium only) 

Sunday. and Holiday. 
10:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
(Entire building) 
5:00 P.M. to 9 P.M. 
(Auditorium only) 

Service of Worship 
Sunday. 

3:30 P.M., lasting until 4:15. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reportini 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of tbe 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1957·56: Mrs. Eunice Braun, chair
man; Miss Charlotte Linfoot secretary; Mr. Richard C. Thomas. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois. U .SA. 
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"Yet Anotller Outstanding Objective (01) Crusade" 
Cable From the Guardian 

Inform Hands, National Assemblies, transfer (of) remains (of) Mirza 
Buzurg attainment yet another outstanding objective (of) Crusade. Advise 
avoid publicity. 

Cable received July 17, 1957 

Beloved Friends: 

-SHOGHI 

The spiritual significance of this message from the beloved Guardian Is 
revealed when we turn to page 94 of God Passes By: "He (Baha'u'llah) 
was moreover a descendant of Jesse, and belonged, through His father, 
Mirza 'Abbas', better known as Mirza Buzurg - a nobleman closely asso
ciated with the ministeral circles of the Court of Fath-'Ali Shah - to one 
of the most ancient and renowned families of Mazindarim."-

In the Guardian's Ten Year International Baha'i Teaching and Consolida
tion Plan 1953-1963, No. 15 in the list of "Objectives of the Ten Year Plan 
10 be Conducted by Twelve Baha'i National Assemblies 1953-1963" (page 51) 
is: "Identification of the resting-place of the Father of Baha'u'llith and of· 
the Mother and of the Cousin of the Bab, and their reburial in the Baha'i 
cemetery in the vicinity of the Most Great House." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Paramount Importance of Interracial Teaching 
Beloved Friends: 

A T'ecent letter from Haifa calls 
upon the National Spiritual Assem
bly to concentrate upon teaching ac
tivities among the colored popula
lation of the Southern States, and Ihe 
American National Teaching Com
mittee, the Area Teaching Commit
tees ill the South, and the Interracial 
Teaching Committee have been re
quested to undertake this important 
mission. 

Far more than a mere numerical 
addition to the Baha'1 community is 
involved. The relationship of the 
white and the Negro races in Amer
ica is crucial in the national and in
deed the international destiny. In His 

address at Howard University in 1912 
'Abdu'l-Baha described racial amity 
in America as the assurance of the 
world's peace. Furthermore He 
stated to the believers that strife be
tween these two races could afford 
the opportunity for America's ene
mies to strike, with disastrous re
sults to our Civilization. (BAHA'f 
NEWS, June 1927, page 5.) 

In the light of the current interna
tional situation, especially as de
picted by the beloved Guardian in 
his 1954 message on America In Time 
of World Perit. the Master's stern 
warning returns with redoubled 
force. 

As long ago as April 12, 1927, the 
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beloved Guardian wrote to the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly:-

"As this problem, in the inevitable 
course of events, grows in acuteness 
and complexity, and as the num
bers of the faithful from both races 
multiplies, it will become increas
illgly evident that the fulure growth 
and prestige of the Cause are bound 
to be influenced to a very consid
erable degree by the manner in 
which the adherents of the Baha'i 
Faith carry out, first among them
selves, and in their relations with 
their fel1ow-men, those high stand
ards of interracial amity so fear
lessly exemplified to the American 
people by our Master, 'Abdu'l-Baha. 

"I direct my appeal with all the 
earnestness and urgency that this 
preSSing problem calls for to every 
conscientious upholder of the-univer
sal principles of Baha'utllah to face 
this extremely delicate situation 
with the boldness, the decisiveness, 
and wisdom it demands. I cannot be
lieve that those whose hearts have 
been touched by the regenerating in
fluence of God's creative Faith in 
this day will filld il difficult to 
cleanse their souls from every lin
gering trace of racial animosity so 
subversive of the Faith they pro.
fess .... 

"We can prove ourselves worthy 
of our Cause only if in our individual 
conduct and corporate life we sedu. 
lously imitate the example of our 
beloved Master, Whom the terrors of 
tyranny, the storms of incessant 
abuse, the oppressiveness of humili
ation, never caused to deviate a 
hair's breadth from the revealed law 
of Baha'u'llah, 

"Such is the path of certitude, 
such is the way of holiness He chose 
to tread to the very end of His life. 
Nothing short of Ihe strictesl adher· 
ence to His glorious example can 
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safely steer our course amid the pit
falls of this perilous age, and lead us 
on to fulfill our high destiny." 

Thirty years-thirty fateful years 
-have intervened since the Guard
ian pointed out the path of our Baha'i 
destiny. Every failure to tread that 
path-individual or collective failure 
-has augmented the obstacles and 
heightened the perils of true obedi
ence while illuminating an issue 
which few of us could understand so 
long ago. 

Prayer, meditation, and conse
crated action in this field of inter
racial teaching are indeed required! 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

TIle Mission 01 Baflll 'u 71all 
Presentation Pamrhlet 

for a Bah6'1 Specie Event 

The Mission of Baha'u'Htih was 
compiled and published in commem
oration of the Centenary of the 
Baha'i Revelation, 1853-1953. This 
pamphlet has such value as an ex
position of the Teachings that the 
National Spiritual Assembly requests 
the friends to give it special consid
eration. 

Request Material 
for Biography 

of May Maxwell 
The following request has 

been received from RUhiyyih 
Khanum: 

"I want to gather material 
for a biography of May Max
well. my mother, and would 
deeply appreciate the coopera~ 
tion of the friends; letters or 
copies of letters written by her 
(preferably the originals for ac
curacy's sake) and any memo
ries they may have of events 
connected with her, public talks 
given by her, etc., would be 
deeply appreciated. As time 
passes it becomes increasingly 
difficult to collect accurate 
data, and I feel it my duty and 
privilege to begin this under
taking even though I may not 
be the person who completes 
it. " 

-RUmYYIH KhANUM RABBANI 

P. O. Box 155 
Haifa, Israel 

SEPTENIER 1957 

Big window of the lnternational Archives
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now 
placed in position. The panels are of stained 
glass with a deep gold spot in the center, and 

red and blue panes. 

In the first place, the Selections 
from the Writings of Baha'u'lIilh 
were carefully chosen in order to 
present the basic Message of the 
New Era: The Purpose of Creation, 
The Prophets of God, Progressive 
Revelation, the Day of Fulfilment, 
The Soul of Man, The Duty of Man, 
World-wide Regeneration, The Way 
to Unity, The Eternal Faith of God. 
The Introduction provides a brief 
background for the Baha'i concept 
of the Manifestation and the World 
Mission of the Founder of our Faith. 

In the second place, the typog
raphy, paper, and colored cover on 
the deluxe edition were designed 
with such excellence that this pam
phlet received an award from the 
American Institute of Graphic Arts. 
Two editions were published: the de
luxe at 90e, and copies on less ex
pensive paper at 20c each. 

In order to make effective use of 
the supply of both editions still avail
able, the Baha'i Publishing Trust has 
been authorized to sell the deluxe 
edition at 75c per copy, and the other 
edition .at IOc each. These lower 
prices make the pamphlet readily 
available to the individual believer, 
the fireside, or community study 
groups and for free distribution by 
Assemblies and groups for publicized 
Baha'i public events such as Baha'i 
Proclamation Day, the Anniversary 
of the Birth of Bahii'u'llilh, and World 
Religion D.ay. 

The pamphlet, finally, is ideal for 
deepening classes and supplies the
material for a wide range of public 
talks. 

For ordering copies, consult the 
announcement of the Baha'i Publish
ing Trust in this issue. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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Portfolio of Temple Pictures 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

calls attention to a very important 
contact and public relations instru
ment now ready for use by Assem
blies and individual Baha'is. 

This consists of a folder or port
folio containing ten different Temple 
views: exterior, interior and land
scaped gardens. Measuring 8% by 11 
inches, the portfolio is entitled "Pic
ture Series, Baha'i House of Worship, 
Wilmette, Illinois." The inside cover 
carries a brief statement explaining 
the architecture and purpose of our 
House of Worship, and reference to 
the guided tours. 

The ten illustrations measure 8 by 
10 inches, and are easily withdrawn 
from a protective inside flap. They 
are reproduced in bia ck and white 
from photographs by a special print
in g process. 

This portfolio can be put to excel
lent use by presenting copies to li
braries, radio program directors, TV 
program directors, and photograph 
editors of the daily and weekly press. 
Either mmmted separately or all to
gether on a cardboard with appro
priate lettering, these Temple pic
tures will create an excellent dis
play. 

Glossy prints can be ordered of 
any of the ten illustrations for use in 
magazines or the press. 

The portfolios. including the spe
cial mailing envelope~ are available 
at 50 cents each. On orders for 25 or 
more the price is 40 cents. The 
glossy prints are 50 cents each, or 
a set of thirteen at $4.50. Check or 
money order to cover must accOm~ 
pany the orders. 

Both the portfolios and the glossy 
prints are to be ordered from the 
Baha'i Sales Committee, Mr. Harry 
Walrath, chairman, 909 West Foster 
Street, Chicago 40, Ill. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

NSA CALLS 2nd SERIES OF 

REGIONAL CONFERENCES 

In order to continue emphasis on 
the Guardian's repeated appeals to 
the American Baha'is as sum
marized in the letter issued by the 
Hands of the Cause on June 20, the 
National Spiritual Assembly has 
called a second series of Conferences 
to be conducted in 15 different cities 
during September. The schedule in
cludes: 

Seattle, Wash., 
Sept. 21- Charles Wolcott 

~a?iratu'!-Quds of Lisbon, Portugal. acquired on June 24. 1957. It will be 
dedicated on November 2, 1957. 

Portland, Ore., 
Sept 22 - Charles Wolcott 

San Francisco, Calif., 
Sept. 18 - Mrs. J esma Herbert 

Los Angeles, Calif" 
Sept. 22 - Paul E. Haney 

Houston, Texas, 
Sept. 14 - Charles Wolcott 

Albuquerque, N. M .. 
Sept. 15 -Charles Wolcott 

Wilmette, Ill., 
Sept. 14 - Dr. Katherine True and 

Miss Charlotte Linfoot 
Boston, Mass., 
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Sept. 15 - Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin 
Cleveland, Ohio, 

Sept. 14 - Miss Edna True 
Detroit. Mich., 

Sept. 15 - Miss Edna True 
Nashville, Tenn., 

Sept. 15 - Mrs. Margery McCormick 
Minneapolis. Minn., 

Sept. 22 - Miss Charlotte Linfoot 
West Englewood, N. J., 

Sept. 14 - H. Borrah Kavelin 
Washington, D. C., 

Sept. 15 - H. Borrah Kavelin 
Kansas City, Mo., 

Sept. 21- Dr. Katherine True 

Notices of the hour and place will 
be issued by each Area Teaching 
Committee, and the friends are ur
gently invited to attend. Each Con
ference will be conducted by a mem~ 
ber or representative of the National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Africa 

PIONEERS VISIT U.S .• 

TELL TEACHING NEEDS 

We've all had the bounty of re
ceiving the challenging t soul-stirring 
letter from the American Hands of 
the Cause. and of meeting with them 
or their representatives to consider 
it carefully. The call for further can· 
secration and deeper dedication has 
a wakened in us a mOTe determined 
effort to answer the plea of the be
loved Guardian to each of us to arise 
and go. Immediate response is 
needed. 

As the visiting pioneers from 
Africa have told us so eloquently. 
the work'there is well begWl, but it 
is only a beginning. Even by 1963 
they consider the work will still be in 
its opening phaseJ so vast is the con
tinent and so great the teaching op
portunities it offers. 
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It is a privilege to hear, in person, 
the thrilling stories and heart-warm
ing experiences from these pioneer s. 
We know that you wili wish to meet 
these people, presently in the United 
States, whenever possible. 

On the West Coast there are the 
Colli sons and Valerie Wilson; in the 
Middle West Carol Hautz, the Jen
sens, and Vivian Wesson; and in the 
East there is the Hadden family and, 
soon, Elsie Austin, to name a few. 

Africa is a land of opportunities, 
many and varied, both material and 
spiritual. Job opportunities for 
Americans have been limited, but 
new ones are opening, including 
some with our U.S. Government, 
which is now expanding its sphere 
of activities all over Africa. 

May each one of us prayerfully con
sider the call of our beloved Guard
ian for more pioneers in Africa, so 
that his wish for "rapid multiplica
tion of pioneers abroad" to reinforce 
the African campaign may be an
swered with a steady and ever-swell
ing flow of dedicated believers .. 

For information write to the U.S. 
Africa Teaching Committee, Mrs. 
Sylvia Parmelee, secretary, 4700 
47th St. N.W., Washington 16, D.C. 

-AFRICA TEACHING COMMITI'EE 

South E'lSt Asia 

NEW NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

ELECTED AT DJAKARTA 
The following report of the South 

East Asia c.onvention held in Dja
karta, Indonesia, April 30, May 1 and 
2, 1957, has been gleaned from the 
Convention Secretary's minutes. 

The Convention opened at 9:00 
o'clock on the morning of April 30, 
with prayers in Persian, English, 
Malay, and the Mentawai languages, 
with 25 delegates present. Mr. A. A. 
Furutan, Hand of the Cause and rep
resentative of the Guardian, was 
present and anointed the delegates 
and friends with the attar of rose 
sent by the beloved Guardian for this 
occasion, and presented the gift of 
the Guardian to the new National 
Spiritual Assembly. 

A committee appointed for the 
purpose drafted the following mes
sage, which was cabled to the 

SEI'TEMIER 1957 

Members Of the first National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of South East Asia, elected at the national conven.a 

tion in Djakarta, Indonesia, on May 1, 1957. 

Guardian: 
'~Friends assembled express deep 

gratitude blessings bestowed upon 
them in witnessing this memorable 
occasion. Highly indebted your soul~ 
stirring message conveyed through 
Mr. Furutan. We supplicate enable 
us fulfill great tasks ahead." 

The 7 salient points of the mes~ 
sage from the Guardian outlining the 
Six~Year Plan were discussed at 
length, the delegates expressing 
their views on how the Plan can 
best be implemented. Among the 
suggestions offered were: each be~ 
liever bring in one new believer each 
year; the believers to disperse; 
translation of Baha'i texts into na
tive languages; (the Message of 
Bahd'u'Uah has already been trans· 
lated into Vietnamese); holding of 
more public meetings; living the 
life. 

Committees were appointed, one 
from each country to formulate rec· 
ommendations to the Convention. 

Delegates Report Progress 
During the evening 5 es sion of the 

first day the discussion on the Six
Year Plan continued and one dele· 
gate from each country presented 
the report from each delegation. 

The delegate from Singapore and 
Malaya reported that all local Spir· 
itual Assemblies in Malaya are in· 
corpora ted ; the government has 
promised an acre of land in Singa
pore for a Baha'i burial ground; 
(this will probably mean that the 
other Baha'i centers in Malaya will 

be given free land); it is assumed 
that it will not be difficult for the 
Baha'i marriage to be recognized in 
Malaya. 

Because point 7 of the Six-Year 
Plan - the site for the first Baha'i 
Temple in the region - was not 
clearly understOOd, Mr. Furutan, the 
Hand of the Cause, explained that 
each cOWltry is to buy a plot of land. 
From these the Guardian will choose 
one location. The remaining plots of 
land can then be sold or converted 
into local IJ"a~iratu'l-Quds. 

Sixteen new declarations were re
ported by a delegate from Vietnam, 
13 of which were from the village 
of Trung Giang, where a new local 
Spiritual Assembly was established 
Ri<;lviLn 1957, which has already ap
plied for incorporation. 

Many excellent recommendations 
were made by the delegates for con
tacting and winning followers for 
Baha'u'llah. 

The delegate from Mentawai spoke 
about the tasks in Mentawai en
visioned in the Six-Year Plan: ten 
new local Spiritual Assemblies will 
be established; three primary 
Baha'i Schools now exist and two 
new ones are planned; one secondary 
school in Muarat Siberut, Mentawai; 
a summer school in December 1957; 
temple site being purchased in 
MUarat Siberut; l;Ia?-iratu'I-Quds un
der construction. 

Miss Arden Thur, pioneer in Cam
bodia, reported four believers there, 
of whom three are pioneers, and 
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urged the friends to visit Cambodia 
to stimulate the teaching work. 
Translation of a pamphlet into Cam
bodian is Wlder way. 

On May I, 1957. the Hand of the 
Cause spoke to the friends about the 
nature of Baha'i elections. He said 
tnere are three types of Assemblies: 
the local, which is chosen by direct 
election; the National, by a two-step 
election; and the International, by 
a three-step election. At present 
there is another type of Assembly, 
the Regional, which is temporary. 

Mr. Furutan then pointed out that 
although the friends have known one 
another too short a time to be well 
acquainted, they will, if they turn 
their hearts to Baha'u'llah, be in
spired to make the right choice in 
casting their ballots, The balloting 
then took place, and the later report 
of the tellers showed the following 
results: Mr, K, H. Payman, Mr. 
Jamshed Fozdar, Mr. A. Samimi, 
Mrs. Shirin Fozdar, Dr. E. Rasekh, 
Dr. K. M. Fozdar, Dr. R. Muhajer, 
Dr. F. Astani l and Mr. Kishin V. 
Khemani. 

Further consultation on the points 
of the Six-Year Plan brought out that 
Baha'i teaching in Malaya must be 
most circumspect because of the re
cent Independence movement which 
produced an upsurge of MuJ::tamma
dan propaganda there. 

The Hand of the Cause. Mr. 
Furutan, spoke of the importance of 
women in the Faith, since they are 
the mothers who must teach the 
children. He also urged that in view 
of the Guardian's emphasis on the 
teaching work in Mentawai, more be
lievers assist in that post. 

lt was estimated that a budget of 
Rp. 85.000 would be needed to finance 
the most necessary projects, which 
included three schools, three teach
ers, salaries and supplies, purchase 
of a temple site and burial grounds, 
and conducting the Summer School, 
which the Convention recommended 
be held in Mentawai. 

Upon suggestion of the Hand of 
the Cause, Mr. Funitan, a Mantawai 
believer addressed the friends, stat
ing that the Mentawai believers were 
illiterate; they know of IshiID and 
Christianity, but have found their 
goal in the Baha'i Faith. 

Guardian's Message Read 

On May 2, 1957. after reading of 
prayers in Persian, English, and 
Malay, the Convention Chairman 
read the long message from the 
Guardian, which the Hand of the 
Cause likened to a syllabus for the 
coming year of education. He pointed 
out that the goals of the Ten-Year 
Plan, which at first seemed so dif
ficult of achievement, have now in 

Hand of the Ca-u.se, (right center, standing before 
and Baha·i. attending the fir.t Naticmal Convention of the Bah,,·i. of S<>uth 

nesia, April 30, May 1-2, 1957. 
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large measure already been attained. 
He advised that these achievements 
be recalled if at any time the task 
seems difficult. Our goal, the one
ness of mankind-the greatest goal 
of all time-will be achieved under 
the guidance of the Guardian. 

The evening session of May 2 was 
opened with prayers in Persian, 
French, Arabic, and Malay. followed 
by reading of Ric;lvan greetings from 
the Guardian. 

The work done in Mentawai was 
praised by the Hand of the Cause, 
and the representative from Men
tawai was given a flask of attar of 
rose with which to anoint the friends 
there. 

Announcement was made of con
tributions of Rupiahs 5000 each from 
two of the friends, to the Temple 
Fund. 

The names of the officers of the 
new National Spiritual Assembly 
were announced, as well as com
mittees appointed and various ac
tions taken by the Assembly_ 

The meeting adjourned following 
prayer offered by the Hand of the 
Cause. 

After adjournment, slides of the 
Holy Places in Haifa and I Akka. and 
the Temple in Wilmette, brought by 
the Hand of the Cause, were shown. 

-.J AMSHED FOZDAR 

Convention Secretary 

ot the Greatest Name), 
held in Djakarta, Indo-
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Central alld East Africa 

ACHIEVE TWO 
AFRICAN GOALS 

Two more victories of the World 
Crusade have been announced by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Cen
tra] and East Africa, the incorpora
tion of the National Assembly, and 
the incorporation of the first local 
Spiritual Assembly in that area. 

SEnEr.! IER 1 '57 

On December 8, 1956, the National 
Spiritual Assembly applied to His 
Excellency, the Governor of the 
Uganda Protectorate, for a Certifi
cate of Registration. The application 
wa 5 signed by the mem bers of the 
National Assembly. 

Exactly six months later, on June 
8, 1957, the Honorable Charles Her
bert Hartwell, K.C.M.G., Deputy Gov
-ernor, sigiled Certifi.a;:a-te of Registra
tion No. 253, and the National 
Spiritual Assembly became a recog
nised corporate body with the title 
uThe National Spiritual Assembly 
(Registered Trustees) of the Baha'is 
of Central and East Africa." 

The National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'!s of Central 
and East Africa fOT 1956-1957, which was incoTpOTated on 

June $, 1957. 

Even before the National Assem
bly's certificate was signed, the Lo
cal Spiritual Assembly of Dar-es
Salaam obtained their registr.ation 
with a Certificate of Registration ac
cording to the Trustee's Incorpora
tion Ordinance of Tanganyika. 
signed by the Registrar-General on 
April 30, 1957. 

Thus, the Assembly that was 
founded by the first pioneer to Cen
tral and East Africa, and which had 
the first African declaration, became 

the first local Spiritual Assembly to 
be incorporated in the region, 

South alld Welf Africa 

FIRST BAHA'f MEETING 

IN S, RHODESIA TOLD 
An account by an African Baha'i 

of the first Baha', meeting in South 
Rhodesia in August 1956 has been re
leased by the National Spiritual As
sembly of South and West Africa. 

"I have the pleasure to submit to 
you the account of the first meeting 
of ·the two Baha'is in this part of the 
world. 

~'Yesterday, Sunday, August 5, a 

Local Spiritual Assembly of the Bahatis oj Dar-es-Sntaam 
for 1956-1957, the first local Spiritual Assembly to be incor

porated in Central and East Africa. 

cloudy and windy day. after having 
received a letter from Nora on Fri
day evening. found me walking to 
(the appointed meeting place). I 
could feel a wave of eagerness in my 
heart as I at certain minutes in
creased my speed by running. 

"At 9:15 a.m. I was already a few 
yards from the place only to recog
nize Nora's car speeding south. 
Standing under a muchakata tree I 
read the Dispensation of Baha'u~Hah 
interrupted only by long looks along 
the road. A few minutes later I got 
sight of a car coming at my side. 
'Could it be?' I asked myself as I 
looked more keenly at it. 

"A lapse of a few seconds found 
us amidst great excitement. It was 
a long shaking of hands that broke 
into smiling, a really-felt union after 
such a long separation. Having no
where convenient enough to park, 
we drove the same road south. There 
was a cloud of dust as the car tore 
along this dusty road. We SWtUlg into 
a valley, rounded a turn. and tunled 
off the road along a lawn thatlanded 
us near an old, broken, and unroofed 
building hidden from the road by 
wattle trees. 

"Here we opened our meeting with 
a prayer specially selected for guid
ance in our effort to in trod uce the 
Faith in this part of the world. After 
this inspiring prayer we touched a 
number of pOints, sharing our dif~ 
ficulties in the introduction of the 
Faith. 

"After minutes which I may say 
were of quietness though we were 
talking, we de.:ided to have prayers, 
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(2) To form three new groups, 
one in each area: Barrow, Cordova, 
and Petersburg. 

(3) To open nine virgin areas to 
the Faith, three in each area: Ft. 
Yukon, Kotzebue, Nenana, Homer, 
Kenai, Valdez, Metlakatla, Wrangell, 
and Douglas. 

In addition to these goals, the pub
lication of the Alaska Baha'i News 
was inaugurated, and an Editorial 
Committee was appointed. Action 
was taken to publish an appeal to all 
believers for support of the National 
Fund. 

I! was reported that plans to in· 
corporate the National Assembly are 
moving forward. 

Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Juneau, Alaska, 
fOTmed on April 21, 1957. 

Attempts are to be made through 
area conferences for the consolida
tion of existing Assemblies in order 
that .incorporation proceedings may 
be inaugurated as soon as they are 
firmly grounded. 

specially selected for teaching guid· 
ance every day at 6:45 a.m. This we 
decided may do a sort of bringing us 
together spiritually though we may 
be miles apart. 

uTa this we also added a sugges
tion for special readings at any con
venient time. As we are miles apart 
as to be unable to have our Nineteen 
Day Feasts together, we fixed nine 
o'clock p.m. as the hour the two of 
us should sit down, read a prayer, 
read some Writings, chew anything 
or drink some water, and then read 
closing prayer. 

"However, for the next meeting 
we arranged to have it together, 
since Nora will be off duty. After 
these major topics, we touched a 
number of others, among which in
cluded the study of Baha'i Adminis
tTation, Outline History of the Faith, 
deepening ourselves, submission of 
anything worthy to the Assembly. 

,. Mter a pretty good one and one~ 
half hours of lively sharing of sug· 
gestions, we closed by a prayer 
which I selected for the purpose of 
my being strengthened in these glor. 
ious tidings hidden but revealed to 
those who seek after glory and 
truth." 

-EDSON SITHOLE 

Alaska 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

SETS GOALS FOR YEAR 
The newly formed National Spirit. 

ual Assembly of Alaska, in its first 
meetings, concentrated upon the ob-

jectives of the Six Year Plan out
lined in the Guardian's message 
to the national convention, and 
stressed by the American Hands of 
the Cause. 

Specific goals were set up for this 
year to increase the number of 
Baha'is, Assemblies, and groups, as 
follows: 

(1) To increase by 50 per cent the 
number of local Spiritual Assem
blies, one in each area to which an 
Area Teaching Committee has been 
assigned. 

A three acre Temple site has been 
offered as a gift by two Alaskan 
Baha'is, and a description of the site 
is being prepared to submit to the 
Guardian for approval. 

Plans were initiated for the holding 
of summer schools in October in 
each of the three areas where Teach
ing Committees have been appointed. 

Finally, it was announced that 
steps are being taken to obtain fuller 
recognition throughout the Territory 
of the Baha'i Holy Days, and to legal
ize the Baha'i marriage certificate. 

-EVELYN HUFFMAN 

Natianal Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Germany and Austria for 
1957·1958. 



Members of the first National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of New Zealand, elected during Ri~van 1957. 

Allstralia 

BEGIN CONSTRUCTION 

ON HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

The construction of the Baha'i 
House_of Worship in Sydney is sched
uled to begin during the present sea
sont the Australian Bah-a'i Bulletin 
reports. 

At the time of the national conven
"tion the site had been cleared and 
pegged, and initial excavation for the 

foundation was commenced. 
The Temple, designed by Hand of 

the Cause Mason Remey, in conjunc
tion with Sydney architect John Bro
gan, will be approximately 126 feet 
high and 100 feet in diameter at the 
base. It will be built of steel rein
forced concrete. 

The type of facing proposed, never 
before used extensively in Australia, 
will be a white quartz aggregate. 
This will give a rough finish to the 
large surfaces, and should confer dis-
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tinctive beauty to a Temple already 
distinguished in design. 

The base will rise to two sets of 
nine steps. The dome will be tiled, 
and the interior finish will be a 
sprayed colored cement. 

The main hall and galleries will 
seat 500 persons. 

A Temple of such dimensions, lima 
ited to a cost of £150,000, will demand 
great economy in construction. The 
essential element will be that once 
the work is started it must be con· 
tinued and completed without inter
ruption. 

SOLOMON ISLANDS 

FORM FIRST ASSEMBLY 
One of the highlights of the N a

tional Convention of Australia was 
the report of Alvin Blum, pioneer of 
Honiara in the Solomon Islands, 
where the first local Spiritual ASa 
sembly was formed on April 21, 1957. 

Mr. Blum's remarks on his experi
ences at Honiara over a three year 
period, leading up to the formation 
of the first local Assembly, were re
ported in the Australia Bahd'i Bul
letin. 

A native school teacher was the 
first believer in the Solomon Islands. 
There are about 100,000 natives in 
this island group, and 300 Europeans. 
Competition between the missions 

Mrs. Clara Dunn, Hand of tne Cause (front row center), and BaM';s attending the first Natio1U11 Convention 
Of the Bahd'is of New Zealand, held in Auckland on April 26-28, 1957, and reported in BAHA'i NEWS fOT August. 



leaves the natives bewildered. It is 
often necessary to teach in Pidgin 
English, and fortunately the Solomon 
version is not unduly difficult. 

Natives now come from distant is
lands asking for news of the Baha'i 
Faith. The Baha'is of Honiara hold 
study classes every Sunday morning, 
and Wednesday night meetings are 
also held to study the Baha'; Teach· 
ings. Mr. Blum found it necessary to 
purchase a bus to convey natives to 
these meetings. 

The Honiara Baha'is have been 
able, despite great difficulties, to ar
range for three Persian believers to 
enter the Solomon Islands. 

Central America alld Mexico 

TEACHING CONGRESS 

HELD IN PANAMA 
The National Teaching Commit· 

tee of the Republic of Panama held 
its first Teaching Congress for the 
Baha'i year 114 in Panama City on 
July 20·21, 1957. This Teaching Con· 
gress was only one of the many con
ferences held simultaneously in ev
ery country of Central America from 
Mexico to Panama, in coordination 
with plans of the National Teaching 
Committee of Central America and 
Mexico. 

The two day session opened with 
excellent reports on Baha.'i marriage 
and Baha'; burial, by Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank G. Keith Jr.; the importance 
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Group Of Baha',s attending the Teaching Congress fOT the 
Baha'is of the Republic Of Panama and the Canal Zone, 

he'd in Panama City on July 20·21, 1957. 

of contributing to the Baha'i Fund by 
Miss Mable Sneider; and the nece.s· 
sity of individual teaching of the 
Faith by Mr. Fred Berest. 

Reports, compiled after much re
search, on the Indians of the Re-

public of Panama regarding their 
receptivity of outsiders into their 
settlements, their mode of living, 
and the opportunities of earning a 
living in these locations were fully 
discussed. resulting in stimulating 

South India Teaching Conference held in Bangalore on December 30-31 1 1956, and January 1, 1957. Over 50 
Baha'is attended from Mahe, Karikat, PondicherrYI Madras, Mysore, Coimbatore, Hyderabad, Ernakulam, Ooty, 

Nasik, Poona, Panchgani, Bombay, and Bangalore. 



the pioneering spirit to answer our 
Beloved Guardian's plea to carry 
Baha'u'llah's Message to the Indians. 

sEPTEMIEII 1957 

Most of the Indian settlements in 
Panama are located in very remote 
places and their living conditions are 
very primitive. Some are reported 
as being quite hostile toward an out
sider invading their villages, making 
it necessary to send ahead for per
mission to enter. The only transpor
tation into some of the settlements 
means traversing dangerously swift
flowing rivers with a competent 
guide and entering where malarial 
typhoid, and yellow fever is prev
alent. Nevertheless; inquiries and 
preparations are a]ready being m..ade 
by four of our selfless Baha'is for the 
purpose of making this sacrifice. 

Members. of the fir.st Nationa! Spiritual Assembly of the 
Bahd/is Of Pakistan. 

The Panama City community is 
conducting a home fireside on Sa tur· 
day night, a fireside on Tuesday 
night and study class on Thursday at 
the I;Ia?iratu'l-Quds each week. 

The Canal Zone community has a 
home fireside each Monday night, 
and Sunday School classes for both 
adults and children are held in the 
Community Building in the Zone. 
The number of enthusiastic inquirers 
attending these meetings, and the 
request for Baha'i books is increas
ing tremendously, resulting in the 
declaration of many new believers 

who are over-flowing with the fire 
of spiritual love for Baha:ulllah and 
surging with the desire to promote 
His Blessed Cause. 

-MARY ANN HOWARD 

Italy. Switzerlalld 

U. N. CONFERENCE 

HELD IN ROME 
A United Nations 

mental Organizations 
Non -Govern· 

Conference 

Mr. Shu'u'u'Uah 'A~a.'i. Hand oj the Cause (front row center, beneath plaqu.e 
of the Greatest Name), and delegates to the first National Convention of the 
Baha'is of Pakistan, held in Karachi, and reported in BAHA'i NEWS JOT 

August. 

was held in Rome, ItalYJ on June 
24-26, 1957. 

The forenoon of June 24 was de
voted to the registration of delegates 
and observers. Four hundred partici. 
pants were present, representing 47 
international and 106 national Non
Governmental Organizations; of the 
latter. 73 were Italian. 

The official opening look place at 
5:30 p.m. on that day with a speech 
by the Italian Under Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs Folchi, followed by 
the Secretary General of the Foreign 
Affairs Office, and by the Under Sec. 
retary General of the United Nations, 
Prof. Bokhari. 

After the opening and the election 
of the Conference officers, the Con
ference divided itself into Utree com· 
missions: Teaching about the U.N .. 
Information Activities of the U.N., 
and Economic and Social Activities 
of the U.N. I enrolled in the third, 
as one could only choose one comA 
mission. 

On .Tune 25 the work of the com· 
missions got underway, and because 
of the limited facilities at the For· 
eign Mfairs Office, all went very 
slowly. Addresses were made by rep
resentatives of the U.N.I.C.E.F. and 
of the Economic Commission for 
Europe. Many resolutions were 
adopted, mostly of the neces si ty of 
better and more often inform ation 
about the D.P.!' to the N.G.O.'s. 

On June 26 another plenary ses
sion, the final, took place, and all 
resolutions from th e three commis
sions were adopted, totalling well 
over forty. 

Nearly all resolutions dealt with 
the matter of exchange of inform a-
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reading prayers and talking of the 
Faith. We burned the BaM'1 candle 
given to Amy by our beloved Sboghi 
Effendi. We have given her the tan· 
gerine Bill Carr left here for the first 
Icelandic Baha'i. He picked it from 
the Holy gardens." 

VISITORS TO TEMPLE 

SET NEW RECORDS 

DURING SUMMER MONTHS 

First National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 01 the lbe. 
rian Peninsu.!a~ elected at Mad,.id, Spain, on April 22, 1957. 

Although sight·seeing busses in 
Chicago are not making regular runs 
to Wilmette and the Baha'I House of 
Worship this summer, the number of 
visitors to the Temple this season 
has been phenomenal. 

During the period from JUly 1 to 
August 12, the average number of 
.visitors on Sundays has been 1,258, 
with the largest number being on 
August 4 when 1,751 visitors were 
registered. tion, with special emphasis to the 

observance of the Declaration of Hu
man Rights, so often violated. The 
Bureau tried its best to avoid any 
reference to many of the most fla
grant violations of recent times. It 
was reminded that those N.G.O.'s 
who have consultative status can ap
proach this subject in the proper 
manner. 

A warm invitation was made to 
all the N.G.O. 's to celebrate in an 
appropriate manner the Tenth An
niversary of the Declaration in De
cem ber 1958. 

My personal impression is that, al
though they tried their best, the Con· 
ference did not run too well. How
ever, there was a spirit of elation 
on the part of many participants who 
were attending the Conference for 
the first timeJ mostly Italians. 

There were no background papers 
available, nor agendas for the com· 
missions, no releases or addresses, 
or of the final resolutions. 

-Uoo GIACBERY 

Canoda 

FIRST NATIVE BAHA'[ 

ENROLLED IN ICELAND 
The joyful news of the declaration 

of the first native believer in Iceland 
has been announced by the Canadian 
New Territories Committee. 

A letter from Marguerite Allman, 
pioneer in Iceland, has been pub. 

lished in Canadian Baha'i News, de· 
scribing this event: 

"We have good news for you. Our 
first Baha'I of Iceland has brought 
us her letter with nine beautiful dark 
red roses, one being a small bud 
which she described as herself, a 
budding rose. 

"We celebrated the occasion by 

The daily average during the same 
period, exclusive of SWldays, has 
been 320, or a grand total of 20,350 
visitors in 46 days. 

A check of where the visitors have 
come from during this same period 
reveals that they registered from 
practically every state in the United 

Delegates attending the fiTst National Convention 01 the Baha'is of the Ibe
rian Peninsula at Madrid, Spain,. reported in BAHA'i NEWS fOT June. 
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blies formed on April 21. Nineteen 
are new and twelve were restored 
after having reverted to group status 
one or more years ago. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
has reported that because nine of the 
local Spiritual Assemblies did not 
return their annual re:')Ort forms it 
has been unable to co~pile compl~te 
statistics t but the following facts re
flected in the reports that have been 
received indicate where emphasis 
must be laid in the home front teach
ing campaign: 

Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Springfield, Mo., 
formed on April 21, 1957. 

Of the present 196 Baha'I commu
nities in the United States, 36 or near
ly one-fifth have only nine members~ 
With no "margin of safety" these As
semblies present potential danger of 
reverting to group status. Since uthe 
spiritual prizes" must be held at all 
costs, these are among the goals 
which members of the larger com
munities should consider when mak
ing plans to disperse, and they should 
also receive assistance from the larg
er neighboring communities. 

States and from 32 other countries. 
These C'OWltries were: Austria, Bel
gium, Brazil, Brunei, Burma, Can
ada, Cuba, Denmark, England. For
mosa, France, Germany, Hawaii, 
India, fran, 'Iraq, Ireland, Israel, 
Japan, Jordan, Lebanon, Mexico, 
The Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Nigeria, Norway, Peru, The Philip· 
pines, Puerto Rico, Scotland, Sweden, 
and Thailand. Many had heard of the 
Temple or had seen pi ctures of it in 
their own cOWltries before coming to 
the United States. 

During the summer months the 
Temple is open to all individuals or 
groups who wish to visit it, from 
10:3() a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and from 7:00 
to 9:00 p.m. daily, and on Saturdays, 
Sundays, and holidays from 10:30 
a.m. to 9:00 p.m. continuously_ The 
half hour program of public worship 
at 3 :30 p.m. every Sunday in the year 
is also open to all. 

The gardens with their nine foun
tains have been particularly beauti
ful this summer and have attracted 
thousands of camera hobbyists as 
well as professional photographers 
and artists anxious to catch the 
magnificent patterns and colors of 
the nine gardens, as well as the 
changing lights and shadows of the 
Temple itself. 

NEW DIRECTORY REVEALS 

INCREASE IN ASSEMBLIES 
The study of the new Baha'i direc

tory reveals that there are now 196 
local Spiritual Assemblies in Conti
nental United States. This represents 

a gain of sixteen over the previoll S 

year. Had it been possible to main
tain the Assembly status of the six
teen communities which reverted to 
groups on April 21 this year, we 
would now have 212 local Assemblies. 
The re-establishment of these Assem
blies is one of the maj or goals of the 
American Baha'i community this 
year. 

Another interesting fact revealed 
by the directory is that of Assem-

The National Spiritual Assembly 
further reports that there are approx
imately ninety Baha'i groups having 
a membership of five or more. If 
these can be brought to Assembly 
status this year, together with the 
restoration of the disbanded Assem
blies, the goal of 300 Assemblies in 
the United States will be easily 
achieved. 

!;TI,iTict .. nl Assembly of the Baha'is oj Santa Ana, 
Calif" formed on April 21, 1957. 
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The report of the National Spiritual 
Assembly indicates a considerable 
increase in the number of communi
ties now holding regular firesides; 
the number holding one or mOTe in
stitutes last year was twice the pre· 
vious year, and 159 held regular 
study classes for inquirers, for be
ginning students, or for the deepen
ing of the believers. 

Finally, the repOTt of the National 
Spiritual Assembly shows that there 
are 42 communities in the United 
States having a membership of more 
than twenty, and of these nine have 
a membership of more than fifty. 
These are the reservoirs for the "in
creased flow of pioneers" called for 
by the Guardian. 

URGE FOLLOW-UP 

OF RACE AMITY DAY 
Reports have been received by the 

Baha'i Interracial Teaching Commit
tee from twenty five localities that 
observed the first Race Amity Day, 
The reports indicate that the Faith 
was successfully carried to many 
minority groups, representative of 
both Asia and Europe, 

The committee wishes to stress the 
importance of follow~up with these 
new contacts and the necessity of 
initiating plans now for wider ob· 
servance of this event next year_ 

If any communities have not yet 
reported their Race Amity Day pro
gram to the committee, please do 
so promptly, 

-BAHA'f INTERRACIAL 

TEACHING COM MI'ITEE 

u 

Navajo Indians at the home Of Mr. and Mrs. Mel Orlick at 
Laramie, Wyo. The Navajo woman in the teft foregroond 
speaks very little English, and is learning of the Faith 

through an interpreter, 

SOUTH CENTRAL STATES 

TEACHING WORKSHOP 

SETS INDIVIDUAL GOALS 
An Area Teaching Conference for' 

the South Central States held in St. 
Louis, Missouri, June 30, took the 
form of a four-part workshop devoted 
to consultation on four subjects: Per
sonal Preparation and Deepening, 
How to Make Contacts, Fireside 
Teaching and The Study Class. Each 
subject was considered in the light 
of the Area's goal "Each One Con
firm One - in 1957." The following 
brief excerpts have been gleaned 
from the synopsis of the consultation: 

The general formula for individual 
regeneration is: prayer, study, and 
teaching, and teaching is the goal of 
all OUT prayers and our -study, and 
the fulfillment of our purpose. "Of 
all the gifts of God the greatest is 
the gift of teaching. It draweth unto 
us the Grace of God, and is our first 
obligation" (Will and Testament of 
'Abdu'l-Baha.) 

The greatest asset in attracting and 
making contacts is "living the life" 
of a happy, active Baha'i. We reflect 
what we are~ and what we believe_ 
This is the true "audio·visual aidu 

in teaching the Faith_ The radius of 
our contacts expands as we increase 
OUT interest and activity in business, 
social, recreational and educational 
fields. 

Fireside teaching is intimate and 
personaL The purpose in fireside 
teaching is to prepare the seeker for 
the study elas s, and beyond that con
firmation in the Faith_ As fireside 
"teachers" we are primarily guides. 
We must pray that we will be good 
"guides, It 

The goal for the study class is con
firmation: preparing the seeker to 
become an active believer, actively 
engaged in continual personal deep
ening in the Cause, making contacts, 
holding regular firesides, and pre
pal'ing students for confirmation and 
enrollment, 

Baha'i Youth and Children's Classes of West Chester, Pa_ 

A follow-up conference is planned 
for September 22 in Kansas City, 
Missouri, when the effectiveness of 
the application of these teaching 
goals during the preceding three 
months will be evaluated, 



STUDY WORLD RELIGIONS 
AT CHARLOTTESVILLE 

Over 40 non-Baha'is attended the 
first of .a series of talks on the 
"Great Religions of -the World" at 
Charlottesville, Va., last April. The 
meetings were conceived by Mr. and 
Mrs. Challoner Chute as a means 
of attracting people to the Baha'i 
Faith. 

The first program was opened 
with an account of Israel illustrated 
with colored slides of the Holy Land, 
shown by Miss Mary Emerson, Head 
Librarian of the Institute of Textile 
Technology. Some of the slides 
showed views of the Shrine of the 
Bab, with its golden dome towering 
against the landscape of ML Car
mel. 

This was followed by a talk by 
Mr. Israel Posner, a native Israeli, 
who gave a vivid account of the Holy 
Land today. A lively discussion fol
lowed, and a number of those pres
ent asked to know more about the 
Baha'i Faith. The realization of the 
Bible prophecy of the returning of 
the Jews to their homeland was forc
ibly illustrated. 

The second meeting of this series 
was held on May 25, with a study of 
the Hindu Faith. Prof. Sunderam, 
the Cultural Counsellor of the Indian 
Embassy, gave a fascinating account 
of Hindu philosophy to the group of 
35 non-Bah3'is who attended, Six In· 
dian films on the Veh cultural heri
tage of India were shown as a part 
of the program. 

First Baha'i group of Motokai, 
Hawaii. 

Further meetings in this series are 
planned for the Fall, with the 
Buddhist Faith scheduled as the next 
world religion to be studied. 

The first two meetings attracted 
audiences that included natives of 
Norway, New Zealand, India, 
France, Germany) iran, Tasmania, 
and England, as well as the United 
States. 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
A Preliminary Program issued by 

the Society for the Study of Social 
Problems, meeting jointly with the 
American Sociological Society Au
gust 26-30, 1951, at Stoneham Hotel, 
Washington, D.C., is accompanied 
by a Report for Committee on War 
and Peace with a list of references 

BahcPis Of Richmond Highlands, Wash., observed the an· 
nit'ersary of the Declaration Of the Bah with a program by 
the Junior Youth and ChHdren's Classes, shown above. 
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"which will be utilized as soon as 
possible." 

Among the books or articles listed, 
we find A Pattern for Future So
ciety, by Shoghi Effendi, Baha'i Dec
laration of Human Rights and Obli
gations, and The Secret of Divine 
Civilization by 'Abdu'l-Baha. 

The May 1957 issued of The New 
Outlook for the Blind contains a book 
notice of Marcus Bach's The Circle 
of Faith, reviewed by Dwight C. 
Smith, Ph.D. This review mentions 
the chapter devoted by Dr. Bach to 
Shoghi Effendi. 

In Manhattan Beach, Calif., 11 
business firms jointly paid for a 
series of large advertisements, each 
featuring ,jThe Church of the Week." 
The Baha'i notice, SWlday May 19, 
1957. presents a large illustration of 
the Temple, a brief statement about 
it, the main caption being "This 
Earth Is But One Country and Man
kind Its Citizens," below which is a 
list of "Truths For A New Day." The 
local Assembly's title and telephone 
nurnnber are given. 

University College, The University 
of Chicago, has published a brochure 
of the summer courses illustrated 
with scenes of local interest. One of 
these is a view of Wilmette Harbor 
showing the boats, with the House 
of Worship in the background. 

Wooster College Alumni Bulletin. 
March 1957. refers to a member of 
the class of 1939 as follows: "On 
February 10 William Alred and fam
ily saw the first public performance 
of a new song cycle "Nine Songs 
from Hidden Words of Baha'u'l1.3h H 

composed by Lee Tichenor and ~g 
by his wife Elizabeth (Panetta, '31), 
mezzo-soprano. It was at the Ethical 
SOciety in Philadelphia in a Baha'i 
celebration of Negro History Week." 

A beautifully illustrated brochure 
ha s been published by the Chicago 
Association of Commerce and Indus
try entitled Chicagoland. The Baha'i 
House of Worship is shown on page 
31, along with several churches and. 
cathedrals. 

The Festival of Faith, "An Adven
ture in Peace Making," is the title 
of a pamphlet written for the San 
Francisco and Pomona Valley Fes
tival of Faith Committee. The 
Baha'i participation in both festivals 
is noted. 

Human Relations Review for JWle 
1951, issued by the Palo Alto Inter
group Council on Human Relations, 
includes the Baha'i Spiritual Assem-
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bly of Palo Alto among the current 
membership of the Council. Each 
issue contains an official sketch of 
the religious, civic and service groups 
of the PASCo The Baha'i Faith is de· 
scribed in the June issue. 

The Daily Oklahoman for May 10 
announced a meeting sponsored by 
the Oklahoma City Baha'i com
munity. the speaker to be Mrs. Lud
mila van Sombeek, "an international 
religious leader and social worker 
from Vienna t Austria." The an
nouncement was also carried by sev
eral other papers. 

The Seattle Post·InteHigencer has 
been publishing a series of articles 
under the general title liMy Faith." 
Doris Dahl contributed an article on 
the Baha'i Faith in the issue of June 
8,1957. 

From La Paz, Bolivia, has come 
a copy of the daily EI Diario dated 
May 23, 1957, containing a three·col
umn illustration of the House of Wor
ship and a feature article entitled 
"The Baha'is Celebrate Today the 
Revelation of aNew Faith." It ap
peared during the UN Conference 
held in La Paz and led to a number 
of inquiries. 

Yakima Herald, Sunday, June 23, 
1957, published a feature story by 
Velma Baylor on the artistic career 
of Mrs. Victor de Araujo, with a 
photo of the artist seated at her 
easel. "Both Mr. and Mrs. de Araujo 
are active in the Baha'i Faith and 
take part in study classes and fire
sides." 

~'Elijah's Mountain Today" is the 
title of an article on Mount Carmel 
by Paula Arn<Jld published in The 
Evening Sun, Baltimore, Md., on 
May 30, 1957. "Easily the most spec
tacular building on Mount Carmel, 
however, is not any of the churches 
mentioned, but the Baha'i Temple 
(i.e., Sbrine of the Bab) with its 
golden cupola, standing halfway up 
the Mountt above landscaped gar
dens. visible from every pOint of the 
town.H 

Mercer Crose, Minneapolis Trib
une staff writer, devoted consider
able space to an article on the Faith 
in the Morning Tribune of May 27, 
1957. under the title "Baha'is Stress 
Unity." "The earth is but one coun
try. and mankind its citizens." So 
reads the message over one of the 
entrances to the beautiful ornate 
temple of Wilmette, Illinois. "It is 
the basic message of the Baha'i 
world faith, a little-understood re-

WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 
Fifth Yur- 1957-1951 

Annual Budget .......... $425,000.00 
Total Requirements: 

May 1 to July 31. 106,250.00 
Total Contributions: 

May 1 to July 31. 80.000.00 
-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

ligion that believes in the eventual 
coming together of all races. nations, 
classes and creeds." 

Following this introduction the 
writer sympathetically presents the 
activities of the local Baha'is, out
lines the history and teachings. and 
quotes the believer interviewed, 
Mrs. Leonora Klein. 

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
An Iowa Teaching Insittute was 

held at Pine Lake Park, Eldol"a, 
Iowa, on July 19-21, 1957, on the 
theme "Adjusting to Life in Two 
Worlds." Attendance totalled over 90 
persons. 

The Los Angeles, Calif., youth and 
Young Adult Committee sent travel
ling panels t~ speak in Fresno and 
Rivel"side, Ca1if., and Las Vegas, 
Nev., during June. 

Esperantists of the United States 
held their annual Congress at the 
Baha'i Center, New York City, on 
July 4-5, 1957. A public meeting was 
held on the second day of the Con
gress. 

The Naw-Ruz Feast of the Okla-

homa City. Ok1a., Baha'is was tele
vised over KQW-TV on March 20, 
1957. About four minutes of filmed 
excerpts of the Feast were shown 
during the nightly news summary 
program. The announcer told of the 
founding of the Faith in fran, its ex
pansion to all parts of the world, and 
described the model of the Baha'i 
Temple. The Oklahoma City Com
munity was photographed .in the liv
ing room of the Baha'i home during 
the spiritual part of the Feast, and 
also during the material Feast held 
later. 

Rex and Mary Collison were inter
viewed on television station KOVR, 
Stocktont Calif., on June 7, preced4 
ing their public meeting at the Clark 
Hotel. Questions asked during the in
terview concerned their visit to 
Africa, and the reasons for their trip. 
which provided the opportunity to 
speak of the principles and objec
tives of the Faith. 

A talk on the Baha'i Faith was pre
sented to the Methodist and Feder
ated Church Youth Group in Lafay~ 
ette, Ind., by two local Baha'is. 

Ypsilanti and Ypsilanti Township, 
Mich., Baha'is have placed a copy of 
The Baha'i WOT!d, Vol. XII, at the 
Ypsilanti State Teachers College, 
and six copies of Race and Man in 
various community libraries. 

A Baha'i college student attending 
school in Missoula, Mont., was in
vited to speak on the Faith before 
the local Baptist Youth Group. The 
group included the Baptist minister, 
who is President of the Missoula 

Youth group of East Providence, R.I. 
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Council of Churches. 
A Bi-Area Teaching Conference 

held at Green Acre, Eliot, Maine, 
on July 27-28, featured talks by Paul 
E. Haney, Hand of the Cause, speak
ing on our responsibilities and tasks 
as Baha'is; Mary Magdelene Wilkin. 
recounting her pilgrimage to Haifa; 
and Winston Evans, who suggested 
a simple plan for every Baha'i to 
contribute to the Home Front teach
ing effort. 

The Mission of Baba'u'lhih. Pam
phlet originally published for Jubi
lee. Read National Assembly an
nouncement concerning this else
where in this issue of BAHA~f NEWS 

De luxe edition 
Per copy (reduced price) .... $ .75 

General edition 
Ten copies (reduced price) ... $1.00 

Proposals for Charter Revision. 
Subm i tted to the Unit ed N a lions by 
the Baha'! International Community, 
by 12 National Assemblies. Copies 
of this attractive brochure are still 
available for use in connection with 
United Nations Day activities. Size 
8 x 11, brown ink on quality cream~ 
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Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

Weekdays 
10:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
(Entire building) 
7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 
(Auditorium only) 

Sundays and Holidays 
10:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
(Entire building) 
5:00 P.M. to 9 P.M. 
(Auditorium only) 

Service of Worship 
Sundays 

3:30 P.M., lasting until 4:15. 

BAHA'i DIRECTORY CHANGES 

SEPTEMaER 1957 

colored stock. 
Per copy ...................... $.35 
Twelve copies ............... $3.00 

Out of Print 
Do'a, The Can to Prayer. By Ruth 

Moffett. (Not to be reprinted). 

Minimum Mail Order, $1.00 

Available from 
BAHA'f PUBLlSHING TRUST 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, illinois 

FEASTS 
September 8-'Izzat (Might) 
September 27-Mashiyyat (Will) 

PROCLAMATION DAY 

September 23---To proclaim Amer
ica's spiritual mission; to observe 
the anniversary of the Faith's intro~ 
duction to America. 

ASSEMBLY SECRETARIES 
Northern California 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Assembly Sea-etories 

Stockton: Mrs. Jeanne Gray, 1649 Julian St. 

Southern California 
Twentynine Palms J.n.: Mrs. Velce J. Macklin, 6857 Split 

Rock Ave. 
West . Hollywood: Miss Kay Motley, 1022 N. SWeetzer, z. 46 

Northern Illinois 
Evanston: Miss Sophie Loeding, Acting Secty., 1414 Central 

st. 

Texas 
Houston: Mr. W. D. Powell Sr., 3616 Bastrop St. 

ADDITIONS TO COMMlmES 
National Child Education 

Mrs. Jean Rankin 

Central States Area Teaching Committee 
Miss Bar-bara Nelson (omitted in error) 

RESIGNATIONS FROM COMMInEES 
National Baha', Youth 

Miss AIda Rendina 
Miss Betty DeNoma 

Arizona 
Phoenix Suburban Area North: Mrs. Rhoderoi R. Meyers, 

6107 N. 32nd Ave. 

Southern California 
South Bay J. D.: Mrs. Lila Parker, 2240 S. 247th St .• Lomita, 

Calif. 

Louisiana 
New Orleans: Mrs. Dorothy Logelin, 1535 Louisiana Ave. 

New Jersey 
Hackensack: Mrs. Louann Kelsey. 3a Ross Ave. 

Western New York 
Syracuse: Miss Audrey Hurst. 41.8 Fabius St., Apt. 705 

Utah 
Ogden: Mrs. Clair Schneider, 1008 - 24th St. 

Committees 
National Baha'i Youth Committee 

Mr. Ronald Hauck, Chr., 5419 University Ave., Apt. ZB. Chi. 
eago 37. Ill. 

Baha'i Youth Bulletins 
Mr. Ronald Hauck, Chr., 5419 University Ave., Apt. 2B, Chi

cago 37, Ill. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 01 the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 

Reports, plans. news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
ot the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month pre<!eding the date of issue for which it is intended. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1957~58: Mrs. Eunice Braun, chair
man; Miss Charlotte Linfoot. secretary: Mr. Richard C. Thomas. 

Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. Illinois, U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois. U.S.A. 
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"TIle Triumphant B"ha; Community" 
Message From the Guardian 

Announce (to) Hands (and) all National Assemblies (that) following (the) 
loss (of the) appeal (to the) Supreme Court, (the) Government expropria· 
tion order (has been) implemented, resulting (in the) complete evacuation 
(of the) remnant (of) Covenant·breakers (and the) transfer of all (their) 
belongings (from the) precincts (of the) Most Holy Shrine, (and the) 
purification, after six long decades, (of the) I:!aram.i.Aqdas (from) every 
trace (of their) contamination. Measures under way (to) effect transfer 
(of) title deeds (of the) evacuated property (to the) triumphant Baha'i 
community. 

Received September 6, 1957 

Dear Baha'i Friends: 

-SHoom 

The Hepoch-making victory won over the Covenant-breakers," thankfully 
announced by the beloved Guardian in his cable of June 3, has now been 
completely assured. Since the appeal submitted to the Supreme Court of 
Israel by the Covenant-breakers in the hope of frustrating the Government's 
order expropriating the property in the precincts of the Most Holy Shrine 
was denied, the Government order has been carried out and the "remnant 
of Covenant-breakers" evacuated. The l:Iaram.i~Aqdas is now forever 
secure, and the titles to the evacuated property are being transferred to 
Baha'i ownership. 

The epochal importance of this event was clearly unfolded by the beloved 
Guardian in his June message: 

"The implementation of this order will, at long last, cleanse the Outer 
Sanctuary of the Qiblih of the Baha'i world of the pollution staining the fair 
name of the Faith and pave the way for the adoption and execution of 
preliminary measures designed to herald the construction in future decades 
of the stately, befitting Mausoleum designed to enshrine the holiest dust the 
earth ever received into its bosom." 

The present cable has been shared with all Hands of the Cause and all 
Natlonal Assemblies. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

The Measure of Our Spiritual Success 
During The Current Year 

Beloved Friends: 
Since June 19, 1957, the date of the 

letter issued by the Hands of the 
Cause in America to all American 

Baha'is, the National Spiritual As
sembly has called two different 
series of conferences in population 
centers throughout the country. Their 
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purpose has b€€n to arouse the 
greatest possible response to the 
Guardian's repeated appeals em
phasized by the Hands. 

All the believers are well aware 
both of the crucial character of 
Shoghi Effendi's appeals and the 
definite actions challenging our Ba~ 
ha'i community. 

1. To pioneer abroad-in Europe, 
Latin America, Africa, Or Asia. 

2. To pioneer on the home front-to 
strengthen a weak community, to 
bring a group to Assembly status, or 
to establish a new isolated cente'I'. 

3. To teach in one's own commu~ 
nity. 

4. To contribute devotedly to the 
National Fund. 

How can we measure our collective 
success in responding to the first of 
these four forms of action? By count
ing the number of American pioneers 
in those areas abroad as of May 1, 
1957, and noting the exact numbers 
of new pioneers from time to time 
who enter one of these fields. For 
example:-

May 1, 1957-141 pioneers (includ· 
ing four youth) in Western Hemis
phere goals-1S more pioneers by 
September 1. In Africa, 69 American 
pioneers (plus 18 children) as of 
May l-one new pioneer by Septem
ber 1. In Europe, 39 American pion· 
eers as of May 1- six added up to 
September 1. In Asia, 39 American 
pioneers as of May I-nine added by 
September 1. 

To summarize: As of May 1, 1957, 
there were 286 American pioneers 
established in our various goals, and 
during May, June, July, and August 
31 additional pioneers set forth from 
our country. 

As for the measure of home front 
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pioneers, we cannot start with a base 
figure as of May 1 for the simple 
reason that home front pioneering 
has been carried on since the first 
Seven-Year Plan which began in 1937, 
and moreover many believers have 
moved to a new address without re
porting any pioneer intention. 

Each non-pioneering Baha'i must 
apply his own self-measurement to 
No.3. Our own spiritual awareness 
will register success or failure, each 
for himself. 

The Treasurer's simple and digni
fied monthly reports on contributions 
to the National Fund is our measure 
of collective success (or failure) in 
relation to No.4. 

These basic matters are essential 
points for discussion at Nineteen Day 
Feasts, as well as at regional and 
national conferences. The National 
Spiritual Assembly cannot relax in 
its responsibility for assuring in 
every possible manner the unqual
ified success of this supreme mission. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

NSA Urges Mail Campaign 
Using Two Baha'i Pamphlets 

The National Spiritual Assembly is 
very pleased with the excellent re
sponse already made to the article 
in the June issue of BAHA'i NEWS~ 
"A Teaching Campaign to Revitalize 
the Home CommWlity," urging wide 
distribution of the repr,int of The 
Christian Century article hy Marcus 
Bach, "Baha'i: A Second Look," and 
the Baha'i pamphlet, The Lord of 
the New Age, among friends, ac
quam tance s, and conta cts. However, 
a much wider distribution must be 
made if we are to carry out the be
loved Guardian's instructions about 
bringing the Faith to the attention 
of the Christians. 

Therefore, the National Spiritual 
Assembly is calling upon the friends 
to engage in an intensive, wide .. 
spread mail campaign by local Spir
itual Assemblies and Baha'i groups. 
In order to make this possible a spe
cral price is being offered by the 
Baha'i PubHshing Trust on these two 
items, the Marcus Bach article and 
The Lord of the New Age, if ordered 
in lo.ts of 50 of each title. This price, 
which will be available only for the 

limited penod from October 15, 1951, 
to January 31, 1958, will be $3.00 post
paid per kit of 50 of both pub
lications, sent to one address. It is 
hoped that the members of commu
nities and Baha'i groups will COffiw 

bine their orders for kits to help 
lighten the burden 'and cost ·that this 
special offer imposes upon the 
Baha'i Publishing Trust. 

The local Spiritual Assemblies and 
Baha'i groups are to organize the 
community campaign to insure max
imum local distribution and yet 
a void duplication of mailing so far 
as pos,sible. It i.s left to the discretion 
of the Assemblies and groups to de· 
termine the metlwd o.f building up 
themailinglist.However.th1s list 
must not be limited to personal con
tacts or current mailing lists. The 
Use of telephone directories and sim~ 
ilar lists should be considered, 

In order that this campaign may 
be effective in producing new con
tacts and local response, the enve
lope in which the two items are 
mailed, (lr the pamphlet The Lord 
of the New Age, should carry -a local 
address or telephone number where 
further information can be secured. 

Local Spiritual Assemblies and the 
BaM'i groups are requested to re
port to the National Spiritual As
sembly by the end of January what 
distribution they have made of this 
m"aterial. 

-NATIONAL SpmITU AL ASSEMBLY 

Clarifv Distribution of 
"Christ and Baha'u'IIah" 

In order to clarify the matter of 
the distribution of Christ and 
Bahci'u'llcih by George Towruhend, 
as announced in the June issue of 
BAHA'i NEWS, the National Spiritual 
Assembly wishes to make the fol
lowing explanation: 

The distribution of Ch Tist and 
Bah<i'u'llah to leading clergy is being 
handled by the National Spiritual As· 

Baha'i State Conventions 
Sunday, December 8, 1957 
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sembly at the instruction of the 
Guardian. It is not anticipated that 
all clergymen whose names are -sub
mitted by the friends will be recipi· 
ents of gift copies. Already more 
names have been received than the 
National Spiritual Assembly can sup
ply by the number of free copies 
a vaila hIe. Since the distribution is 
aimed first at leading clergymen, 
sufficient facts should accompany 
each name recommended, to enable 
the National Spiritual Assembly to 
determine whether it should be in
cluded in the free di.stribution list. 

Apart from this special project the 
friends are encouraged. to make as 
wide local distribution as possible of 
Christ and Bah<i'u'llah, in additio.n 
to studying the book themselves. 
Gift copies should be placed in local 
public libraries and in the libraries 
of local divinity schools or colleges 
having departments of religious edu
cation or classes in comparative 
religions. 

If friendly oontacts have been es~ 
tabliBhed with local clergymen or 
leading laymen, gift copies may be 
presented to these individuals by the 
local Spiritual Assembly or Baha'i 
group. 

Copies may also be presented to 
any other friends or acquaintances 
of Christian background, particular. 
ly if they are known to be receptive 
to the Teachings of the BaM'i Faith. 

Only the distribution to clergymen 
of national and regional prominence 
is being done by the National Spir
itual Assembly. If in doubt as to 
whether a particular individual may 
be on this list, the friends should in
quire of the National Spiritual 
Assembly. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Legal Obstacles Cleared, 
Baha'i Home Plans PrCKeed 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
is happy to report to the friends 
that the legal case which has pre
vented the construction of rt:.he Baha'i 
Home for the Aged. the first De· 
pendency of the Baha'j Temple in 
Wilmette, has now been SE-ttled, and 
archi..teot's plans and other initial 
steps .towa.rd actual construction are 
being oompleted with all possible 
speed. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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Baha'i Marriage. Legalized 
In T~o More States 

On May 31, 1957, the Governor of 
Texas approved an amendment to 
Artide 4602 of the Revised Civil 
Statutes of Texas enlarging the list 
of those "authorized ,to celebrate the 
rite of matrimony" to include Hof_ 
ficers of religious organiz,ations, 
whi.ch. officers are duly authorized 
by the organization to perform m ar
riage ceremonies." This amendment 
was the direct result of the applica
tion of the Baba'is of TexaJS for the 
right to perform legal marriages. 

On July 17, 1957, the Assistant At
torney General for the State of Ten
nessee rendered the decision thart, 
since the Constitution of Tennessee 
prohibits the State government from 
showing any preference to any re
ligious establishment or mode of 
worship, "marriages performed by 
the chairman of the rocal Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is would be 
held .to be valid marriages/' 

Thus 27 states and the llistricl of 
Columbia in the continental United 
States have given legal recognition 
to marriages performed by the k>cal 
Spiritual Assemblies. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Two More School Systems 
Recognize Baha'i Holy Days 

Upon the request of the Baha'i 
group in Pendleton, Ore., some time 
ago, the Superintendent of the Pen
delton Schools granted permission 
for Baha'i children to remain away 
from classes on Baha'i Holy Days, 
stating that this was in line with 
the policy of tile ·school system with 
respect to "relig1ous training." 

Also, the Superintendent of Schools 
in Yakima, Wash., has informed the 
Local Spiritual Assembly of Yakima 
that "it is perfectly in order" fur 
Baha'i pa·rent..s to request that their 
children be excused from classes on 
the days designated, but that it is 
understood that all pupils excused 
foOr any purpose whatever .are always 
obliged to make up the work they 
have missed during their ..absence. 

This noW brings to 39 the number 
of school systems in 20 states of the 
United States, plus the entire state 
of Rhode Island, that recognize 
Baha'i Holy Days. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Western Hemisphere 

LIST JOB OPENINGS 
FOR PROSPECTIVE 
PIONEERS 

With the latest renewed effort on 
the part of our National Assembly 
to urge dispersal from the larger 
centers to pioneering posts where the 
services of the friends are so 
urgerutly Il€eded, the Western Hem
isphere Teaching Committee wishes 
to be of all possible a,ssistance to all 
of you who wish to become pioneers 
in the near future: fir:st, in suggest
ing defiIDte pia ces for you to con
sider; and second, in expedi.ting your 
decision and plans for gebting you to 
your post with all possible speed. For 
application blanks, write to our Sec
retary at the address S'hown below_ 

We have just received from the 
National Assembly of Br.azil, Peru, 
Colombia, Ecuador, and Venezuela 
us·eful information on conditions in 
the goal cities in those countries 
which is valuable to a prospective 
pioneer, and can be obtained by writ
ing to this Committee_ Copies of this 
material have also been sent ,to the 
secretarie.s of the local aSlSemblies 
of New York, Chicago, San Fran
cisco, Los Angeles, Detroit, Milwau
kee, Washington, and Cleveland. 

In reference to Ecuador, we quOlte 
from that National Assembly's ac
companying letter to us: ". . . It 
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is the country where pioneers are 
most desperately needed now. Mrs. 
WooI,son has just visited Guayaquil 
and feels that they must have pio
neers there to help them with the 
teaching work or they will be in real 
danger of losing that Assembly _ . . 
We shall be very, very grateful to 
Y?U if you will concentrate on getting 
plOneers for Ecuador, and especially 
for Guayaquil at the moment, as 
Mrs. Woolson is the only pioneeT in 
the country and we need help there 
more than in any other country (of 
the five northern countries of South 
America)." 

Work opportuni.ties in Guayaquil 
include the following; Opticians and 
optometrists, mechanics in general, 
electrical engineens, ag·ronomists, 
textile technicians, naval engineers, 
fishermen, canning specialists, candy 
factory workers, Englirsh teachers 
school teachers for the Ameri~ 
School. 

Of the five southern coWltries in 
South America, one of the neediest 
is Paraguay. Recently we have. re
ceived from the Regional Teaching 
Committee of Paraguay a report. on 
a new industrial development which 
has the cooperation of the Para
guayan Government and :the Amer
ican Point Four Program. This de
velopment i·s planning a city, and 
there will be fllture oppoctunities for 
dentisLs, doctors, mechanics, small 
businesses, machine shops, grocery 
stores. etc. Job opportunities now are 
with the Cafe Company. 

It is already becoming an inter
national colony as there are seven 
or eight nationalities already repre-

Second Baha'i Summer School at Rangoon, Burma, held on March 23-29, 1957. 
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'sented, including Persians and Jap. 
anese. Many Indians live in the area 
(the Guardian stres·ses ,teaching the 
Indians of Paraguay). Educated peo
ple can find work with the Company 
in responsible positions. Cost of liv
ing is very little for a family. as 
meat and fruits are cheap and plenti
ful, and a vegetable garden can be 
grown. For fuller details, write us 
for a copy of the complete report 
sent by the Regional Teaching Com
mirttee of Paraguay. 

More information has been re
Ceived concerning opportunities for 
employment in Alaska. The National 
Teaching Oommittee of Alaska in
forms us that individuals wishing 
employment in Alaska can write for 
a job list to: The Alaska Territorial 
Employmeilit Service, Box 1598, Fair
banks, Alaska. 
. MOre specific information has been 

received from the lone pioneer at 
Nome. Not only are opportunities 
plentiful, but Nome has been se
lected as a gc>al city for ·this comtog 
year. If you a.re inter.ested in pio
neering in Nome, here is a list of 
openings immediately available: 
beauty shop owner; department 
store clerks; waitresses (summer); 
Rur:seS; doctor; laboratory techni· 
cian; x-ray technidan; bush pilot; 
radio opera,tor p electronics tech
nician, or general mechanic, for 
Civil Aeronautics Administration; 
Grade and High School Teachers. 

o For further information regarding 
any of the a hove, please wr.ite to 
Mrs. lCIatherine McLaughlin, secre
tary, 73 College Road West, Prtoee
ton, N.J. 

Alaska 

-WESTERN HEMISPHERE 

TEACHING COMMITTEE 

ASSEMBLY ANNOUNCES 

FIRST ENDOWMENT, 

TEACHING ACTIVITIES 
The Na.tional Spiritua,l Assembly 

of Alaska, through its new publica
tion Alaska Baha~i News, gives de
tails of the purchase of the first 
local end-owment, and news of some 
of the ,teaching activLties under their 
jurisdiction in the September issue_ 

OCTOBER 1957 

Fireside group at Bangkok, Siam, with Bahd'i pioneer 
Charles Duncan, ~oweT left. 

On May 2, 1957, Wilma and Arthur 
Gregory presented the gift of a ten 
acre tract of land to the Anchorage 
Reec>rding Distriot Local Spiritual 
Assembly, thereby fulfilling the 
Guardian's request to initiate local 
Baha'i endowments. 

The endowment site is located 
about one~half mile from the Na
tional Endowment on high, nearly 
level but well-drained ground. It is 
accessible on two ·sides by gravel 
roads. With careful clearing, a 
sweeptog view of the Chugacn 
Mountains can be developed. 

In ·a letter through his secretary, 
written on July 12, the Guardian ex~ 
pressed his gra.Htude, saying. "This 
will give -the Faith a greater pres
tige and standing there. The spidt
ual vitality shown by the friends in 
Alaska pleases him greatly, He as
sures you of his prayers for you all, 
and for the rapid progress of the 
work in that region, and through
out Alaska." 

Teaching Activities 
The Native People's Teaching 

Committee reports .that Mrs, Kathy 
Rodgers has been invited by the 
Alaska Health, Education, and Wel~ 
fare Council Executive Committee to 
be a m ember of the Council. They 
stated that since she is very interest
ed in the native people and their 
problems, she would be a great 
asset to their organization. The 
Cotu1cil is primarily interested in 

getting to the root of the problem 
conceIlling natives in outlying areas. 

Teaching activities are increasing 
in Juneau since the formation of the 
Local Assembly there. Firesides are 
being held by individual believers, 
and a dee.pening class in God Passes 
By is proving very inspiring for the 
Baha'is. A series of newspaper ar
ticles on the history and basic teach
togs of the Faith is betog run to the 
weekly newspaper, and there has 
been favorable comment from local 
residents. 

Miss Margaret Pirkey, one of the 
first pioneers to come to Ketchikan 
during the World Crusade, has ac
cepted a teaching post at Barrow 
with the Alaska Native Service. 

At Ketchikan, Rex King conducted 
a series of six public meetings on 
Comparative Religion at the Pioneer 
Hall. 

Anchorage Baha'is conducted public 
firesides at the I:Ia~iratu'l-Quds 
during the summer months, in addi· 
tion to :the regular firesides in the 
homes of believers. 

Correction 

BARA'i NEWS fOT June 1957, page 
13, column 2, line 21, refers to Jen
nie Ander.son as the first pioneer to 
Sweden, Mrs. Alice Dudley was the 
first pioneer, having preceded Mrs. 
Anderson by approximately two 
weeks. 

-N ATTON AL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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by many persons, particularly feIiow 
s,tudents, among them many Mus
lims who were greatly impressed at 
hearing a German woman say 'Ya
Baha 'u'l-Abha!' and an American 
and a G errn'an repeat prayers of 
Baha'u'llah. 

"They had previously been of the 
opinion tha,t the Baha'i Faith was 
only a small sect in tran. and that 
tbe Baba.'!s did not believe in God. 

"The Reyhanis. Baha'is living in 
Graz, invited many interested per
sons, with whom ,there were long 
discussions about the Faith. The 
beautiful rolor photographs of Haifa 
were a great experien-ce for those 
present, and led to much discussion. 

First Loca~ Spiritual Assembly of the" BahlFis of Praia, Cape 
Verde Islands, for.med on April 21, 1957. 

"I came away with the impression 
that Graz is very open to the Faith, 
and that we need only find, very 
soon, a German friend for Graz who 
can fonow up the many contacts." 

Australia 

TEACHING CONFERENCES 

HELD IN TASMANIA 

AND QUEENSLAND 
Two Regional Teaching Confer· 

ences were held during Jillle, in Ho
bart, Tasmania, and Brisbane in 
Queensland, Australian Baha'i News 
reports. 

At the Tasmanian Conference in 
Ho'bart on June I, representatives 
from Hobart, Launceston, Clarence, 
and Glenorchy attended. Also pres
ent were Gretta Lamprill and Glad 
P.a'rke, who were waiting to return 
to Tahlti. 

The entire convention time wa,s 
spent in studying the Guardian's 
message to the Australian Conven
tion. 

Brisbane Meeting 
Nine believers attended the 

Queensland Conference in Brisbane 
on June 2. The morning session wa's 
devoted to reading the Guardian's 
Convention message, and in the 
a~ternoon there was a detailed study 
and discussion of the message, with 
particular reference to the instruc
tions for the work to be done in 
the year ahead. 

A considerable amount of discus
sion took place On the Guardian's 
repeated appeal for there-dedica· 
tion 01 each individual believer, and 
of ways in which the friends could 
assist each other in deepening their 
knowledge and understanding of the 
Baha'i Teachings. 

Germany, Austria 
TEACHING OPPORTUNITIES 
OPEN IN GRAZ 
Ba'ha~i-NachTichten, publication of 

the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Germany and Austria, has reported 
Mrs. Herm'a MUhLschlegel's recent 
trip to Graz, Austria, 

"On the train going to Graz there 
were many oppor.tunities to tell fel
low travelers about the Baha'i Faith 
and to distribute literature," Mrs, 
Muhlschlegel wrote. 

The funeral of a young Persian 
Baha'i medical student took place 
during her visit. "It was attended 

Canad .. 
HAND OF CAUSE VISITS 
ONTARIO AND QUEBEC 

Zikru'llith Khadem, Hand of the 
Cause from iran, spent several weeks 
during the summer visiting various 
Ontario and Quebec communities 
with his family. 

Canadian Bana'i News, at the time 
of publication of rtheir August issue; 
lioSted Hamilton, Toronto, ottawa; 
and Montreal as some of the places 
Mr. /Ql.iidem visited. His deep 
understanding o-f the Guardian, and 
his inspiring account of ,the great 
pioneering work were greatly ap
preciated. 

Eight members of the first Local Spiritual Assembly of the 
BahaJis of Trung Giang, Quang Nam province, Central 

Vietman, formed on April 21, 1951. 
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Closing of Geneva International Bureau 

Recalls Devoted Efforts of Secretary 

It wa-s during ,the summer of 1928 
that Mrs. Anne Lynch first joined 
!he maff of the International Baha'i 
Bureau in Geneva, during Miss 
Julia Culver's time, where she 
worked faithfully until May 1957-
30 year,s of faithful, efficient, and 
devoted service. 

After the departure of Miss Mar
garet Lenz in 1939, Mr·s. Lynch alone 
wa.s responsible for the Bureau, and 
was ,the only believer in Geneva at 
that time. 

The outbreak of the war isolated 
Switzerland from most parts of the 
world, though it was possible 
throughout the duration to corre
spond with the beloved Guardian, 
and, with great care, also with the 
believers in Germany. 

It was a period when the Guard~ 
ian's messages of comfom and hope 
encouraged Mrs. Lynch through 
eight yearn of loneliness and trials, 
and enabled her to bring about a 
closer relationship between the few 
scattered believers in Switzerland: 
Zurich and the northeastern cantons. 
This was done by periodic visits, in
tensive cor,respondence, and a 
monthly bulletin in German, espe~ 
cially issued for this purpose. 

Some of the specific tasks accom
plished during M<['lS. Lynch's service 
at ,the Bureau were: 

In. 1933: Translation of The Hid· 

den Words into Russian. Thls work 
was published by instructions from 
the Guardian, who provided. the c()oS.ts 
of publicartion. 

Between 1939 and 1946: Printing of 
the revised edition of Baha~u'nah 
and the New Era in German. The old 
edition and .the complcled ,type of its 
revised version were both destroyed 
.in Germany, together wirth most 
Baha'i literature, by order of the 
government. The type script of the 
revised edition was preserved, and 
brought over the barder by Mrs. Vau
tier of Zurich, with g-reat per-sonal 
danger to hel'lself. The new edition 
was printed in Geneva. 

Printing of Bahri.'u>llci.h and the New 
Era in Polish. This tra.n.slation, made 
by Lidia Zamenhof, daughter of the 
late Dr. Zamenhof, founder of Espe
Tanto, has been available for some 
time. Following instructions from the 
Guardian, an appeal for funds was 
made by Mrs. Lynch from rthe Ge· 
neva Bureau, and contributions were 
sent from the National Spiritual As
sembly of the United Stat", and Can· 
ada, and individual believer·s. The 
edition was printed in France, proofs 
being corrected in a Swiss intern
meM camp for Polish officer.s, by 
Mrs. Lynch's nephew I oorn in Po
land. 

PaTis Talks of 'Abdu'I·Baha in 
French. A translation of this book 
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by a Paris believer wa,s m·ade avail
able. With the approval of the Guard· 
ian, and with financial assistance by 
Mrs. Dreyfus-Barney. Mrs. Lynch 
sotenclUed and mimeographed 250 
copies of this book for teaching 
work in the French..,speaking coun
tries. 

Swiss Bulletin in German. In or
der to cement the Imity of .the Swiss 
believers and stimulate .their study 
of ,the revealed Word in this period 
of isolation, a monthly bulletin in 
German was started in 1938, and 
kept up for eight years. This was ap
proved by the Guardian, who in
structed Mrs. Lynch to include in it 
material of "doctrinal, devotional. 
and administrative nature." Accord
ingly, passages were selected and 
these formed the contents of the Bu1· 
letin. Nothing was included other than 
the words of Baha!u'llah, 'Abdu'l
Baha and the Guardian. One of these 
bulletins carried the complete text of 
the Master'·s Tablet to Dr. Forel. 

The Dispensation -of Baha'u'thih in 
German. The translartion of this work 
was .s€nt by the German believers 1 

and stencilled and mimeographed by 
Mrs. Lynch in 1939. 

Swiss Summer SchooL A gather
ing was arranged with the approval 
of the Guardian, who sent a precious 
message of encouragemen.t, at which 
five believers, together with Mrs. 

Attendants at Green Acre Baha'i School, Eliot, Maine~ August 25, 1957, following the morning meeting when 
Zikru'Hdh Khadem, Hand of the Cause (center), gave a message from the Guardian. 
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Lynch, studied several important 
points of the Teachings, at Mrs. 
Gladys Vautier'.s country home near 
Zurich. 

Bulletin in Esperanto. In 1945 a 
bulletin in Espe:f1anto was started 
and carried for three years, with the 
help 01 Vuk Ecntner of Prague and 
Mrs. Etty Graefi'e, first representa
tive. of the American European 
Teaching Committee in Geneva. Thi.s 
Bulletin contained not only the re
vealed word, but short ar.tic1es and 
spotlight news of the progre~s Df the 
Faith, suitable for non-Baha'is. This 
teaching medium had great .success 
among European Esperantists, and 
the highest tribute it received came 
from a non-Baha'i Esperanto maga~ 
zine in Germany, stating ,that". . . 
of aH the Esperanto papers and mag
azines we receive, yourrs is of the 
highest quality, loftiest ideals, and 
impeccable presentation." This Bul
letin was .suspended a:s the world 
tasks of the Baha'i community were 
becoming centered on more definite 
goals, but meantime and in oonnec· 
tion with it, the following were ·sten· 
oilled and mimeographed by Mrs. 
Lynch in Esperanto, a.s further 
means of teaching for cOWltries 
where no Baba'i literature existed, 
mainly those of Eastern Europe: 

Goal of a New World Order by 
Shoghi Effendi, Unfoldment 0/ World 

Civilization by Shoghi Effendi, and 
Some Answered Questions by 'Abdu~l
BaM (Twenty Questions). All three 
of these were translated by Lidia 
Zamenhof. 

Almost all of the Baha'is of Poland 
(then in seven looalities) were at
tracted and confirmed in the Fa~th 
through the means -of these teaching 
efforts in E,speranto. 

In the year 1945, when communica
tions opened again with the Western 
Hemisphere, many letters were re
ceived asking for Baha'i news. It 
was then that Mrs. Lynch ,started a 
general letter in English. 

Bulletin in English. This bulletin 
was first entitled Glimpses from 
Europe, and starrted with an issue of 
two pages. Gradually the bulletin 
widened in scope and became a sum
m~ry of all Baha'i news. It was then 
called the News Exchange. The be
lm.red Guardi·an more than once ex
pr~ssed his approval and satisfac· 
tion with ·this work. He also men
tioned it in his message The Chat· 
lenging Requirements of the Present 
HOuT. 

The main idea of ihe enlarged bul
letin was 'suggested to Mrs. Lynch 
by the contents of the General Let. 
ter from Haifa, which ceased with 
the outbreak of the war. ThaJt letter 
always gave some new,s of the Faith 
in Eastern countries, yet its circu-
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iation did not extend to the individual 
believer. 

At the commencement of the Sec
ond Seven Year Plan in 1946, a sec
tion of the Geneva News Exchange 
faithfully recorded the progress of 
the pioneer work then being done in 
the ten goal countries of Europe, 
under the direction Qf the European 
Teaching Committee of the National 
A.ssembly of the United States. 

Gradually news other than Euro
pean was included in the bulletin, 
and the Guardian's general mes
sages were added, making a bulletin 
reaching from 20 to 25 pages. 

The year 1957 brought the inevi
table change which comes from 
growth. The formation of the new 
National Spiritual Assembly natu· 
rally absorbed this work of the Inter
national Baha'i Bureau and its news 
letter, and i:ts publioation was dis· 
continued. 

We miss the International Baha'i 
Bureau and it·s news letter. but we 
rejoice exceedingly over the new step 
forward in the progrestS of our be
loved Faith. 

Mrs. Lynch is preparing ,to con· 
tinue her loyal and valuab:e work in 
other fields of service, and we pray 
that continuing confirm,ativTIS will 
bles..s her steadfas.t efforts wherever 
she may go. 

-HONOR KEMPTON 

The Blue Ridge Bahci'i ConJerence, held at Blue Ridge, N. Car., On August 24-28, 1957. 
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Spirit of Dedication and Earnestness 

Characterizes Geyserville Sessions 

Seriousness of purpose, an attitude 
of dedication and earnestness on the 
part of students and faculty alike 
characterized the Geyserville Baha'i 
Summer School this year more than 
ever before. 

A talk by Hand of the Cause 
Zikru'llfth Khadem was the high 
point of the school sessions. Every
one felt exhilaration during his visit. 
He gave such a profound and inti
mate glimpse of the Guardian, his 
consecration, his self-sacrifice, and 
his desires for the progress of the 
Faith. Mr. Khadem's own example 
of untiring service was an inspiration 
to those who heard him. 

There was also a stream of other 
individuals who gave outstanding 
service to the Fa~th; as one left 
another would be arriving-an Aux
iliary Board member, visiting pio
neers, and returned pilgrims. 

Auxiliary Board member Mr,s. 
Florence Mayberry brought a soul
stirring message from the Guardian, 
and an()ther from the. American 

Hands of the Cause; and she gave 
such a graphic word-picture of her 
visit to Haifa that she made her 
listeners feel they had been there. 

There was information about Af .. 
rica from pioneers Rex and Mary 
Collison, on a visit from Uganda; 
Valerie Wilson from Liberia; and 
Glen and Lois Lissner from Nigeria. 
There was knowledge of American 
Indians from Nancy Phillips of the 
Indian Service Committee; Grace 
Dean, who had taught on the Apache 
Indian Reservation; Eugene and 
Melba King of the Alaskan Indians 
and Eskimos; and Nelson Greene of 
the Makah Indians. 

Louise Groger, visiting from 
Chiloe, Chili, made the needs of 
South America seem very real. 
Dwight Allen, who taught in Athens. 
Greece, emphasized. the present 
most urgent goals in Europe. M'amie 
Seta from Hong Kong arrived in 
time to impart the feel of the Orient. 

Attendance for the six weeks com~ 
pared favorably with all previous 
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years, with a total of 512 registrants, 
including chi,Jdren Who attended reg
ularly a't least one ses.sian. In addi
tion there were frequent day or week
end visirtor's who did not live on the 
campus. At the Unity Feast between 
four and five hundred were present. 

A succession of experts in the sci
ences, the arts, and other fields of 
knowledge, includiog faculty mem
ber s from Yale and from Stanford, 
donated their servi.ces to instruct the 
classes, each approaching the sub~ 
ject from a different viewpoint, so 
that one could benefit by repeating 
for several sessions. 

The courses were well-balanced 
to avoid duplication and yet include 
essentials. A brief description of 
these courses follow s: 

"The Word-Sacred Writings of 
Baha'u' l1ah" was presented some
tjmes as a survey and sometimes as 
an intensive study of a small section. 
The creative word, it was empha
sized, should change the reader; 
something new and different should 

Many of !hose who attended the Unity Feast at Geyservme Baha'i School, Healdsburg, Calif. The program and 
dinner were held under the Big Tree. 
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Participants in the program devoted 
to the American Indians at the 
GeyserviI!e, Calif., Baha'i Summer 

SchooZ, 1957. 

be ,cre~ted within him if he reads 
with understanding. 

uThe Plan-America's God-Given 
Mission" was an analysis of .the aims 
of the World Crusade and its prog· 
ress, with definite suggestions of 
ways to help for every Baha'i. 

"The Individual-Being a Baha'i" 
was a study of the nature of man, 
teachings governing his relationships 
in both Baha'i and non-Baha'i activi
ties, and. the means for spiritual 
growth and for overcoming difficul
ties. Prayers for all situations were 
included in this study. 

"Mankind-Foundations of World 
Order" examined the origin, develop
ment, and functioning of the Baha'i 
administrative order with the aim of 
building toward the future world 
commonwealth. 

In the a:fiternoons there was a work
shop for improvement in techniques 
for teaching outsider.s, and a class to 
a""i£t parents in teaching the Faith 
to their children. The latter was pri. 
marily to guide parents who had con· 
fused "laissez-faire" with "independ
ent investiga,tion" on the part of their 
children. The Children's School had 
an enrollment of over 100, and was 
divided into four age groups, 

At the close of the sessions many 
expressed a bu.oyancy due to the 
spiritual leaven tha.t each had re
ceived, and an eagerness to act upon 
what they had learned. There were 
no Hgoodbye's" but only Hau revoir" 
as students and staff departed. 

- BEA.TRICE RINDE 

NEGRO SPIRITUALS 
FEATURED AT BAHA'i 
PUBLIC MEETING 

An interracial public meeting titled 
"The Singing Word" was pre
sented by the Bahit'i~ of Independ· 
ence, Mo" at the Watson Memo
rial Methodist Church on July 25. 

Fea.tured was the Independence 
Male Chorus, a group of 15 Negro 
singers from the Independence 
churches, with narration by Mrs. 
William Alexander, a Baha'i of St. 
Joseph, Mo. The program was mod~ 
elled after one written by Ellswol'th 
Blackwell, titled "The Relation of 
the Negro Spiritual to the B aha.' f 
Faith. " 

Many of the spirituals were writ
ten over 100 years ago, and the .au· 
dience of over 50 people, mostly non~ 
Baha'is. were pleased to have the 
oppomunity of hearing these old 
songs. 

Before the choral presentation be·· 
gan, Mrs. Alexander spoke briefly 
on the Baha'i Faith. Baha'i prayers, 
recited by looal Baha'i children, 
opened and closed the program. 

Each member of the choral group 
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was given a copy of the manuscnpt 
used, not only to acquaint them with 
the order of presentation of the 
spirituals, but that they might have 
information about the Faith. Baha'i 
literature was also distributed. at the 
meeting. 

The response to this program in
dicates its value for establishing 
contact wirth Negro groups by Baha'i 
communities that do- not as yet have 
Negro representation. 

ANNOUNCE "NEW ERA" 
EDITION IN BRAILLE 

Baha'u'ZZ<ih and the New Era is 
now available in Braille. Grade Two. 
the Bah,,'i Service for the Blind has 
announced. Each copy comprises 
three volumes. 

The Baha'i Service for the Blind 
has been able to fuHill a long.stand. 
ing dream in producing this impor
tant work, though it is in a very 
limited printing. Some of the avail~ 
able copies will go imrnedhutely to 
libraries whose requests we have 
been unable to honor for a long time. 

This edition is impressive for your 
book displays, and of outstanding 

Baha~i exhibit designed by the Madison, Wise., Bahci'i community at the 
Dane County Junior Fair on July 18-21, 1957. Over 500 pieces Of Baha'i 
literature were distributed, including 300 copies of The Christian Century 

reprint of "Baha'i: A Second Look." 
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value in the teaching work of both 
sighted and blind Baha'is. Orders 
will be filled in the order of receipt 
until the ed,tion is exhausted. The 
price is $12.95, which indudes pool· 
age and insurance. 

Communities or individuals should 
send order s with 'a check for the 
above amount to Mrs. Amadee Gib· 
son, chairman; Baha'i Service for 
the Blind; 842 N. Haywor,th Ave.; 
Los Angeles 46, Cali!. 

REFERENCE LIBRARY 
COMMITTEE SEEKS HELP 
ON INDEX PROJECT 

The National Reference Library 
Comm.ttee needs help on the Ma£ter 
Index Project in listing Verities and 
Summaries that are ,to be indexed. 
Full instructions (simple ones, this 
time) and an a'ssignment will be sent 
on request. This is an excellent 
deepening technique and the work 
can be done at odd moments with 
no time limit for completing assign
ments. Write Mrs. Marian C. Lip-. 
piflt, secretary; 1587 Virginia Street 
East; Charleston 1, W. Va. 

The following mimeographed ar· 
ticles and compilations by Mrs. 
Gene Crist are still available at 20c 
ea ch or in sets of four a,t 75c a set: 
God's Everlasting Covenant~ Proph
ecy, Progressive Revelation, and 
Tne Return of CnTist. This material 
is intended for the use of the BaM'is 
and not fur general distribution. 
Their purpose is to help ·the be· 
lievers in their teaching efforts to 
establish a "bridge" from Christi
anity to the Bahati Faith. One 
compilation on Teaching the Baha'i 
Faith, costs 15c when ordered with 
the above. Order from the National 
Reference Library Committee Sec~ 
retary. 

EVERETT, WASH., 
TELLS OF GROWTH 
TO ASSEMBLY STATUS 

One of the new local Spiritual 
Assemblies formed On April 21, 1957, 
was that of Everett, Wash. The story 
of its growth from several pioneers 
in a goal city to Assembly status 
is an inspiration to all. 

When settlers Theodore and Paul
ine Thorson left Denver, Colo., they 
were intent on a foreign goal. Ev
erett, Wash., was selected as a 
temporary goal while seeking an 
overseas job. Two and one-half years 
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Local Spiritual Assembly Of the Baha'is Of Everett, Wash., 
formed on ApTi! 21, 1957. 

later that job still eluded them but 
an Assembly on the home front had 
been born! 

Shortly after their arrival in Ev
erett. the Thorsons learned through 
the Area Teaching Committee that 
two Baha'is lived in this goal city, 
but by some strange coincidence had 
never met. This mystery was cleared 
up when it became known that Harry 
Matlock, a new enrollee in the Mer
chant Marine, had never experienced 
Baha'i group activity, having been 
enrolled by Dr. John Fozdar in a 
hospital overseas. 

The other Baha'i, Mrs. Betty East
man, was a young working mother 
who also had never participated .in 
Baha'i group efforts. 

A meeting of this group was speed
ily accomplished. A correspondent 
and recording secretary were elec
ted; before the evening was over 
plans had been made for a weekly 
deepening class to evolve, as con
tacts were made, into a fireside, for 
two public meetings monthly, ac
companied by publicity, and for a 
weekly business meeting for consul
ta tion and evaluation on w ha twa s to 
be accomplished in this goal. 

With strict observance of all 
Feasts and Anniversaries an indis
pensible part of the plan, it can be 
seen that such a complete schedule 
of activity would call for mutual 
effort, cooperation, and consecration 
on the part of each member. A con· 
stant workshop atmosphere and the 
keeping of complete secretarial rec-

ords brought deepening in the tech
niques and methods of Baha'i com
munity living to the group. 

It soon became apparent that a 
new officer was needed: a treasurer 
to handle contributions to the Local 
and National Baha'i Funds. Appoint
ments of a librarian and an archives 
committee were also made as the 
need arose. 

Throughout the first six months 
the public meetings met with excel
lent success. Out-of-town speakers 
were invited to pa'rticipate, and con
tacts through newspaper publicity 
alone averaged six to twelve for each 
meeting. 

The twice-monthly meetings were 
reduced to one each month, and fire
side activity was increased. 

The first enrollee, Rowland Stran
dell. came in through newspaper 
publicity and an invitation to par
ticipate in a weekly fireside. 

Transfers into Everett included 
Mrs. Jessie Wood, who had been an 
isolated believer outside Everett for 
SOme time, and the Wesley Bakers 
of Bellingham 1 Wash., enabling Mr. 
Baker to take a teaching position in 
nearby Lynnwood. 

The first loss in membership came 
with the transfer of Mrs. Betty East· 
man to Richmond Highlands, but 
shortly before Ri<;lvim 1957 Sylvia 
Strandell announced her desire to 
enroll and help form a new Assem
bly, which now began to appear a 
reality. 

The climax came when Mr. and 
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Foster Mudd of Neah Bay, compelled 
by reasons of health and employment 
to seek another goal, chose Everett, 
bringing into being the new As~ 
sembly. 

During this time, as the activities 
in Everett increased, the activities 
of the isolated believers in the nearby 
towns of Marysville, Monroe, and 
Lake Stevens also increased. These 
friends began to attend the various 
meetings and to bring contacts in 
stWlJOrt of the Everett public meet
ings. Several fine joint efforts were 
held. As Everett's numbers in
creased, likewise did her sister com
munities. 

The truly great lesson we have 
learned is the strength in mutual 
interdependence and unity, until each 
is firmly functioning and can stand 
firmly alone. 

A part of the total growth in this. 
area can be attributed to the very 
active participation in conferences 
and conventions, cooperation and 
close contact with the Area Teaching 
Committee, and contact with the 
national committees who can so well 
aid and stimulate. 

Since the formation of the Everett 
Local Spiritual Assembly there has 
been one transfer out of the com
munity, but a new enrollment has 
replaced the loss, so we are still ten 
in number and hopeful of fruit from 
our current firesides. 

-PAULINE THORSON 

WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 
Fifth Year-I'957-1958 

Annual Budget .. .$425,000.00 
Total Requirements: 

May 1 to Aug. 31 .... 141,668.00 
Total Contributions 

May 1 to Aug. 31 ..... 103,696.00 
-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

NEW MAILING PIECE 
READY FOR USE 

Prompted by the tulusual success 
of last year'oS "Campaign Ensem
ble t ~, the National Committee on 
Baha'i Questionnaires has developed 
a new unit with a broader applica
tion which they have titled "The 
Crusader.' , 

This new questionnaire has been 
designed to lend iltself ,to the special 
requirements of this phase of the 
World Crusade. It is a three-fold 
mailing piece printed in two colors. 
An illustration of the Baha'i House 
of Worship occupies the center page 
01 the folder, with lacts about the 
Temple, its purpose and spiritual 
significance. 

On the inside of the cover page 
is a quotation of Baha'u'llith under 
the title "Actions of the Righteous." 
The questions on the opposite side 
of the large business reply card are 
new ones answerable by the neW 
pamphlet Baha'i Answers. 

Baha'is attending the Ezeiza, Argentina, Summer School, hetd in January 
1957. 

" 
Some of the uses that oan be made 

of the new "Crusader" uni.t are: To 
be carried in pocket or handbag and 
presented to new acquaintances; to 
be given out at county or state fairs, 
home shows, etc; to place in free 
literature boxes i for distribution at 
public meetings; to be mailed to 
receptive lists, or to be used at fire. 
side classes. 

The price of the new ~~Crusader" 
unit is $5.45 per hundred, shipping 
charges prepaid. 

A sample package of five "Cru
saders" may be bad by sending 35c 
in stamps. Orders for 100 or more 
~an be shipped and billed, payable 
m 30 days from da,te of shipment. 

Send orders to Questionnaires 
S~rvice, P.O. Box 545, Green Bay, 
WISC. 

DAVISON BAHA'I SCHOOL 
PLANS WINTER SESSION 

A Winter Session on the theme 
HTbe Power of the Creative Word" 
has been announced by Davison 
Baha'i School, Davison, Mich., with 
classes scheduled for December 26 
through January 1. In addition there 
will be a public meeting on Sunday, 
December 29, at 3;00 p.m. 

New facilities make it possible to 
accommodate 70 people in heated 
quarters. Students may ·arrive for 
the Winter Session on December 25 
lor 6;00 p.m. dinner. 

Reservations .should be sent to the 
Registrar, Davison Baha'i School; 
3208 S. St",te Road; Davison, Mich, 

Mailing Campaign Kits 
In this issue the National As

sembly has specified two pamphlets 
to be used together for an extensive 
mailing campaign: The Christian 
Century Reprint enrlitled "BaM.';: A 
Second Look," and the pamphlet 
Lord Of the New Age. To receive 
the special price, orders received 
must specify one, or more, complete 
kits consisting of 50 of each title. 
Orders for these items for less than 
50 each will be billed at the regular 
prices as well as orders for a single 
one of the titles. Order in units Df 
"kits." For example, if 500 of each 
title are required, order 10 kits. 
Prices on kits win go into effect on 
October 15 and will be effective un-
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til January 31, 1958. (Some kits may 
be mailed in two parcels to effect 
postage economies on two classes of 
mail.) Price per kit, Net, post~ 
paid ........................... $ 3.00 

Baha'i Declaration 01 Human Obliga
tion. and Right.. Presented to the 
United Nations Human Rights Com
mission, 1947. 8'hxll, nicely printed, 
12 pages. 

l(} copies ..................... $ .50 

25 copies ..................... $1.00 

Proposals for Charter Revision. Sub
mitted to the United Nations by the 
Baha'i International Community, by 
12 National Assemblies. Copies of 
this attractive brochure are still 
available for use in connection with 
United Nations Day activities. Size 
8 x 11, brown ink. on quality cream
colored stock. 

Per copy ..................... $ .35 

12 copies ..................... $3.00 

New Shi pme"t Expected on 
Townshend Book 

The Publishing Trust expects to 
receive a new shipment of Christ 
and Bahri'u'Ucih, paper edition, by 
October 15. Orders for the cloth edi-

tion will continue to be filled, but no 
orders for paper edition will be back
ordered (or recorded) prior to re
ceiving the shipment. 

Out of Stock 
The General Edition of Baha'i 

Prayers will be temporarily una
vailable. This is the Old Ivory Cor
doba (simulated Spanish leather) 
edition containing all of the prayers 
of the Combined Edition, with ex
ception of Obligatory prayers, and 
other special prayer.s that have 
meaning only for Baha'is. Orders will 
be recorded ror future shipment un
til the new edition is ready. 

Out of Print 
Race and Man. Compilation by Maye 
Harvey Gift and Alice Simmons Cox. 
A new printing is not contemplated. 
The pamphlet, Man One Family, re
cently revised with new material 
added, and redesigned, contains ex· 
cerpts from this book. 

Minimum Mail Order, $1.00 

Available from 
BAHA'f PUBLISHING TRUST 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 

BAHA'f DIRECTORY CHANGES 
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FEASTS 
October 16-'Ilm (Knowledge) 
November 4-Qudrat (Power) 

HOLY DAY 
October 20-Birth of the Bab 

UNITED NATIONS DAY 
October 24--To proclaim the spirit~ 

ual basis on which the nations can 
unite for lasting peace. 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 

October 18, 19, and 20 

Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

Weekday. 
1 :00 p.m. to 4 :00 p.m. 
(Auditorium only) 

Sundays and Holidays 
10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
(Entire building) 

Service of Worship 
Sundays 

3:30 p.m., lasting until 4:15. 

ADDITIONS TO COMMITTEES CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Assembly Secretaries National Baha'i Youth 

Miss :Judy Bernstein Colorado 
Mrs. Helen H. Hauck, Seety .• 716 S. Fifth Ave., St. Charles, 
Ill. 

Denver: Miss Anita Grasselly, 1405 Delaware St., Apt. 15, Z 2 

Connecticut 
RESIGNATIONS FROM COMMITTEES 

Child Education Committee 
Miss Marjorie Lighthall 

Temple Public Meetings Committee 
Mrs. Marion Oas 

COMMITTEE SECRETARIES 
Child Education Committee 

Mrs. Elizabeth Whitney, Secty., 5424 N. Kenmore Ave., 
Chicago 40 

Temple Public Meetings Committee 
Miss Lauretta E. Voelz. Secty., 419 Linden Ave., Wilmette, III 

New Haven: Miss Clara Monson, 1285 Boulevard (Correct 
"Mrs." to "Miss") 

Southern Illinois 
Champaign: Mrs. Edith P. Osborn, 31 East John 

Nevada 
Reno: Mrs. Donna Jeanne Smith, 2747 Wrondel Way 

South Carolina 
Greenville: Miss Martha Fettig, 127 N. Academy st. 

Washington 
Yakima: Mrs. Betty deAraujo, 714 S. 26th Ave. 

Wyoming 
Laramie: Miss Patricia Morlon, 265 N. 4th 

BAHA'i NEWS is published by the National Spiritual AssemblY of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 

Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month. preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1957-58: Mrs. Eunice Braun, chair
man; Miss Charlotte Linfoot, secretary; Mr. Richard C. Thomas. 

Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
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Guardian AnnoulKes Series of Five Intercontinental Conferences 
and Appointment of Eight Additional Hands of the Cause 

With this issue of BAHA'i NEWS 
each believer wiU receive a copy 
of an epochal document from the be
loved Guardian bearing the foregoing 
title and addressed to the Hands of 
the Cause of God and to the Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies through
out the world. 

The announcement of five Inter
continental Conferences to be held 
during 1958 in five continents of East 
and West marks another great his
toric turning-point in the annals of 
the Faith of BaM'u'lilli, summon-

ing the entire Baha'i World to a new 
and higher spiritual potency. The 
Guardian's enumeration of the tasks 
performed discLoses the va st realm 
of victorious achievement that the 
believers have already attained since 
the inception of the Ten-Year Plan. 
His appointment of eight new Hands 
of the Cause effeoti vely strengthens 
this institution created by 'Abdu'l
Baha in His Will and Testament. 

The conduct of an Interoontinental 
Conference in Chicago calls for .the 
formulation of plans which the N a
tional Spiritual Assembly will an-

nounce to ,the believers at the earliest 
possi-ble date. 

It is for US now, and continuously, 
to enter into the Guardian's creative, 
triumphant vision and prepare our
selves spiritually and mental·ly for 
the conquests required for the con
summation of the next phase Oil the 
World Crusade, conquests calling for 
the aid of an infinitely larger num
ber of believers than presently com
prise the communHy of the Greatest 
Name. 

-~A'I'IONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Second Series of Regional Conferences Attended by Over 2000 Baha'is 

The seoond series of 15 confer
ences calied by the National Spirit
ual Assembly and held during the 
third and fourth weekends of Septem
ber, drew a remarkable attendance 
of believers num:bering more than 
2,000. 

The purpose of this series was: 
(1) to discuss the forms of service 
defined in tlhe letter written by the 
Hands of the Cause on June 19 to 
every American believer, (2) to 
bring to fulfillment the respons>bility 
of the individual American Baha'i 
presented in that letter, and (3) to 
discus s the role of the various in· 
stitutions of the Faith concerned with 
pioneer settlement and teaching work 
under the Ten 9 Year Plan. The agenda 
consisted of five topics: This Critical 
Period in Baha'i History: Four 
Forms of Service; The Supreme 
Goal; Pioneering Opportwlities, and 

What Can I Do? 
Consciously in the minds of all be

lievers present was this sentence in 
the letter from the Hands of the 
Cause: 'IThe most important mo
ment in our entire life is surely that 
in which, at last realizing the real 
measure and purpose of the Guard
ian's successive messa.ges, each 
American Baha'i, acting for himself 
in love of Baha 'u'llah, makes his 
final decision to ,consecrate hims elf 
in service to a God-given Faith." 

Pioneer pledges were distributed 
to all present at the conference who 
could immediately set in motion 
plans to pioneer either abroad or 
at home. While not many pledges 
have yet been returned to the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, a num
ber of assemblies have reported that 
there is a decided acceleration 
among the members of their com-

munities in planning toward dis. 
persaI. 

More than 150 Baha', communities 
were represented at the 15 confer. 
ences, as well as several hundred 
groups and isolated centers. Thirteen 
of the conferences were conducted 
by members of the National Spirit
ual Assembly, and two by well-quaI
Hied representatives, Mrs. Katherine 
McLaughlin and Mrs. Jesma Her
bert. 

An important by-product of these 
gatherings was the gratification and 
benefit derived by the believers as 
well as by the member:s of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly them
selves from the frank, heart-to-heart 
consultation on the major tasks and 
problems facing' the American Baha'i 
community and its National As
sembly. 

-NATIONAL SpmITuAL ASSEMBLY 
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World Religion Dav 
A National Baha'i Event 
World Religion Day was instituted 

by the National BaM'i Assembly in 
1950. Its celebration on January 19, 
1958, marks the ninth. annual ob
servance of this significant public 
event. 

The purpose of World Religion Day 
is to elevate the minds of sincere 
seekers above the confusion and con
flict of historic creeds. and inspire 
them with the vision of the oneness 
of all revealed faiths proclaimed 
by Baha'u'll3h, Founder of the Baha'i 
World Religion a hundred years ago. 

That the teachings of all the 
Prophetic Founders of religion em
ana te from the sam e God, exalt the 

same ideals and principles, and are 
nothing else than successive expres
sions of the same sublime truths -
this is the great Message wh~ch 
World Religion Day proclaims. Apart 
from spiritual unity in worship of 
the one God, humanity can find no 
justice nor peace, Baha'is affirm. 

Since 1950, local Assemblies and 
groups have publicized World Reli
gion Day so successfully ,that this 
public event is now listed .in. the 
Calendar of Special Months and Days 
sponsored by the United States 
Chamber of Commerce. 

For 1958 a threefold service is 
available to Baha'is: a press release 
and suggested newspaper advertise
ment. distributed by Baha'i Press 
Service to all local press repre· 
sentative.s; a very attractive World 

WORlD REliGION DAY 

$PONeoRliO BY THI! 

Reproduction of the World Religion Day poster~ designed fOT use by 
Baha'i communities in amwuncing their observance of this Bahci'i 

public relations event. 

NOVEMBER 1957 

Religion Day display poster; and a 
World Religion Day 8'1.. x 11 sheet 
for free local distribution, setting 
forth the purposes of the event and 
quoting relevant passages from pub
lic addresses made by 'Abdu'I-Baha 
in Americ-a. 

The poster, a photograph of which 
appears on this page, measures 14x17 
inches and comes in two tones of 
blue. It is printed on paper only and 
can be obtained at 25 cents each or 
five for $1.00, mailed in a tube by 
third clas.s mail. The place and time 
of the local meeting and the name 
of the local Spiritual Assembly or 
Baha'i group can be lettered in the 
spa ce below the sketch provided 
for the purpose. A hard-backed 
poster can be made by mounting it 
on cardboard with rubber cement and 
an easel can be attached for a stand· 
up poster. 

The single sheet statement, en
titled, "World Religion Day" can be 
ordered in lots of 50 for $1.00 post 
paid. 

Orders for the poster and for the 
statement are to be sent with ac
companying remittance to: Baha.'f 
Press Service, 434 Thomas Avenue, 
Rochester 17, New York. Orders sent 
to any other office will delay de
livery. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

ARTHUR L. DAHL ELECTED 

TO NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
Robert W. McLaughlin has re

signed from the National Spiritual 
Assem-bly because repeated absences 
from the country would make it im
possible for him to perform his' duties 
as a member this year. 

This action necessitated a by-elec
tion by the delegates to the last Na
tional Convention to fill the vacancy_ 

The voting, held on September 28, 
resulted in the election of Arthur L. 
Dahl of Pebble Beach, Calif., to re
place Mr. McLaughlin. 

-NATIONAL SPnuTUAL ASSEMBLY 

AUXILIARY BOARD 

MEMBER APPOINTED 
The Hands of the Cause in Europe 

announce- that Dr. Aziz Navidi of 
Monte Carlo, Monaco, has been ap
pointed a member of the Auxiliary 
Board in Europe. He replaces Mrs. 
Tove Deleuran, who has moved to 
PaJtistim. 
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This aerial VIew of the Baha'i 

House of Worship and landscaped 

gardens in Wilmette, at the right, 

was taken by the Metro News Photos 

CompanY, Chicago, and appeared 

in the Chicago American on August 

12, 19.57, along with an article 

about a visit to the Temple written 

by Mervin Block. 

The photograph below, taken by 

a Chicago Tribune photographer 

and published in that newspaper on 

August 6, 19.57, looks northward 

along the shore 0/ Lake Michigan. 

The Baha' f House of W or .• hip in 

Wilmette, 14 miles away, can be 

seen on the horizon to the left of 

center. 

~,o, ...... , ..... <..... . _ 
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Central and East Africa 

GUARDIAN HERALDS 
OPENING OF NEW PHASE 
OF RICH PROMISE 

A message from the Guardian, add
ed to a letter from his Secretary 
to the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Central and East Africa in reply to 
its communications, contains pas. 
sages of interest to all Baha'is. BAHA'i 
NEWS has extracted these para· 
graphs for reprint. 

"The year that has just elapsed, 
marking the opening phase in the 
progressive unfoldment of the destiny 
of the Baha'i communities, labouring 
singly and collectively for the ex
pansion and consolidation of the in
stitutions of the embryonic World 
Order of Baha'u'llah in both Cen
tral and East Africa, has witnessed 
a series of achievements, in both the 
teaching and administrative fields, 
that are truly heartening, and may 
well be regarded as worthy of emula
tion by their sister communities, now 
embarked on similar enterprises in 
the Northern, the Western, and 
Southern territories of the far-flung 
African continent. 

"Particularly in Uganda and 
Kenya-among the first of the 
Negro·inhabited territories to be 
warmed and illuminated by the rays 
of the Revelation of Baha'u'l!ilh
now leading tile field numerically, 
and exhibiting a vitality and a spirit
ual receptivity second to none among 
the communities spread over that 
continent, has this progress been no
ticeable. In the steady increase in 
the number of believers- though not 
.as spectacular as in the early days 
when the Faith was introduced in 
these territories- in the mu.ltiplica~ 
tion of centres, testifying to the wide
spread diffusion of the light of this 
Revelation over such extensive areas 
within their confines; in the dili
gence, the loyalty, the courage, and 
dogged perseverance displayed con
sistently by the elected representa
tives responsible for the conduct of 
Baha'i affairs in these areas; in the 
enthusiasm and organizing ability 
which these representatives, aided by 
the rank and file of the faithful, so 
whole-heartedly collaborating with 
them in the pursuit of a common 
and glorious ta1sk, have demonstrated 
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FiTst Local Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'!s of Ports
mouth, England, formed on April 21, 1957. 

since the announcement of the proj
ect of the construction of the Mother 
Temple of Africa; in their recent 
success in incorporating the first of 
the three newly emerged Regional 
African Assem'blies,- in these, as 
well as in less conspiciolls fields. 
the standard~bearers of an all-con
quering Faith, in these highly prom
ising contiguous territories, a num
ber of whom have distinguished 
themselves through their superb ex
ploits far away from their home..<:>, 
have set an example which .posterity 
will not fail to extol, and which the 
organized followers of the Faith, not 
only in Africa but in other continents 
of the globe, would do well to follow. 

H ••• A new phase, pregnant with 
rich promise and undrempt-of possi~ 
bilities, is undoubtedly opening with 
the founding and rise of the first 
Ma'!!J.riqu'I-Adhkar in the African 
continent, following upon the three 
successive milestones of the Faith in 
that area on the eve of the launching 
of the Ten-Year Plan, by 1!he incep
tion of the World Spiritual Crusade 
and, more recently, by the emer~ 
gence of the Baha'j Regional Spirit
ual Assembly of Central and East 
Africa. 

"This latest stage in the unfold
ment of the Mission entrusted to the 
stalwart promoters of the Faith of 
Baha'u'llili in so promising and priv
ileged an area. must be distinguished, 
and excel the previous period during 
which it was horn, and the machinery 
of its Administrative Order set up, 
by acts so brilliant as to throw into 
shadow the magnificent feats they 
have already achieved in its 
service, ... " 

Horl" East Africa 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

INCORPORATED 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

the Baha'is of North East Africa was 
granted official incorporation under 
its present title on April 10 l 1957, by 
the Egyptian government. 

The original incorporation was ef
fected on December 26, 1934, under 
the name of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of Egypt, 

Subsequently the document was 
amended to include the Sudan on No
vember 17. 1949, and in April 1956 the 
National Assembly jurisdiction was 
enlarged to include North East 
Africa, 

MOGADISCIO LSA REPORTS 

TEACHING IN SOMALIA 
Teaching activities in Mogadiscio, 

Somalia, since RiQ-van 1957 have in
cluded two new translations, two 
teaching conferences, many fire
sides, and extension teaching work, 
the MogadiSCio Local Spiritual As
sembly has reported. 

The translations of a pamphlet into 
Som'ali and Bravanese were com
pleted in time for Ric;lvim, Two 
cables and a letler from the Guard
ian were received, expressing ap. 
preciation for this accomplishment. 

The Teaching Committee arranged 
two inspiring Teaching Conferences 
the first two weekends of June. The 
program was varied and lively, and 
included a survey of the Guardian~s 
RiQ-van message, talks on the re· 
sponsibility of the individual to 
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First Local Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'i.<; of Palma de 
Mallorca, Spain, formed on April 21, 1957. 

teach, and a spirited consultation by 
all. 

Regular teaching meetings for the 
friends and their contacts are held 
every Friday evening, and many 
firesides are held each week. From 
Rio;lvim to the middle of August, 142 
fireside meetings have been held. 

Extension teaching is carried on in 
Hafun and Afgoi by Mohamed Musa 
and Mohamed Saleh. Cyrus Sam an
dati has made a number of teaching 
trips, sometimes accompanied by 
one of the Somali friends, and con· 
siderable teaohing work has been 
done. 

AI'lSia 
CONFERENCE STRESSES 
TEACHING METHODS 

A Baha'I Summer Teaching Con
ference emphasizing methods of pre
senting the Baha'i teachings on God's 
Eternal Covenant, Progressive Reve~ 
la tion, Prophecy. and the Return of 
Christ was held at Fairbanks, Alas
ka, On August 10-11, 1957. 

Each subject was given a half
day's time on the program, 'and each 
was presented jointly by two Baha'is. 

In addition to the daytime confer
ence, a fireside was held each CTf the 
two evenings, to which contacts were 
invited. 

Antralla 
QUEENSLAND SCHOOLS 
RECOGNIZE HOLY DAYS 

A further step in the recognition 
of the Baha'i Faith in the state of 
Queensland was achieved in July, 

when the Department of Public In· 
struction granted official recognition 
of the Baha'I Holy Days, the 
Australian Baha~i Bulletin reports. 

All schools and educational insti
tutes have been instructed in the 
Queensland E ducationa l Gazette that 
children of Baha'i parents are 
to be considered absent with ade
quate reason on these days, and .that 
teachers who are members of the 
Baha'i Faith are to be granted W1-

paid leave on request. 

FIRST WOMAN BELIEVER 

IN SOLOMONS ENROLLED 

Four more believers, including the 
first woman Solomon Islander to em
brace the Baha'i Faitlh, have been 
enrolled by the Local Spiritual As
sembly of Honiara, the Koala News, 
newsletter of the Australian Asia 
Teaching Committee, has announced. 

Transfation in Bogoiu 
Also reported in Koala News is an

other translation of Basic Facts of 
the Baha'; Faith into the Bogotu lan
guage. This language is in addition 
to the assigned World Crusade goals. 

Callada 

GRAND MANAN ISLAND 

ENROLLS FIRST BELIEVER 
The enrollment of the first native 

believer on Grand Manan Island, a 
goal of the Canadian National Spir
itual Assembly, has been reported by 
the Canadian New Territories Com
mittee Bulletin. 
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Doris Richardson, the Baha'i pio
neer on Grand Manan Island, wrote: 

"How wonderful to be able to share 
with you my supreme joy! After four 
years ... to have ,someone say they 
wanted to be a Baha'i, and begin to 
read and search is perhaps an ex
perience that is indescribable. It has 
been my feeling for some time that 
Edward Somers was a believer, and 
recognized Baha'u'11.3h; never1heless 
he had not really done any studying 
for himself until this summer. 

"Then, when Amo Chesley was 
here recently on her vacation, he 
declared his belief in the Baha'i Faith 
to her. . . B1ess him, for he little 
realizes what it means to be the first 
believer on Grand Manan." 

NEW BAHA'I GROUP FORMED 

IN SAMOAN ISLANDS 

The Canadian New Territories 
Committee Bulletin has published the 
news of the form a non of a new 
Baha'i group in Pago Pago, Samoan 
Islands. This brings the lotal in the 
Samoan Islands to one Assem·bly and 
five groups. 

Greater Antilles 

JAMAICA RECOGNIZES 

BAHA'i MARRIAGES 
Jamaica has extended legal recog

nition to Baha'i marriages, the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Greater Antil1es has reported. 

This is the first country under the 
jurisdiction of 'fue Greater Antilles 
National Assembly to take this step, 
marking another achievement of the 
Ten-Year World Crusade. 

New Zealand 

BEGIN SEARCH 

FOR TEMPLE SITE 
A Temple Site Committee has been 

appointed by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of New Zealand to acquire 
a suitable location for the Mother 
Temple of New Zealand. 

Instructions from Haifa have been 
received by the National AssemblY 
that the site is to be located on the 
outskirts of Auckland, easy of ac
cess, and of three or four acres in 
extent, the New Zealand Bahftti 
Newsletter states. No publicity is to 
be given to any site under con
sideration, 
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North bst Asi .. 

NINETEEN CITIES 

REPRESENTED AT JAPAN'S 
FIRST SUMMER SCHOOL 

Another of the goals of the Six-Year 
Plan was achieved on August 24, 
when a Hand of the Cause, a mem
ber of the Auxiliary Board, and 
friends from 19 cities in Japan 
gathered in Takarazuka to inaugu· 
rate Japan's First Summer School. 

In response to a message sent on 
August 25 by the Secretary of the 
National Spiritual Assembly f the be
loved Guardian cabled: "Congratu
late attendants historic summer 
school fervently praying expansion 
vauled activities. Love. SHOGIU." 

The Takarazuka Hotel was an idea] 
selection by the committee for its 
convenience to a majority of the 
Baha'i commlUlities in the Kansai 
area. 

The program prepared by the Com· 
mittee ordinarily would have re
quired a week to complete, especial
ly a s all talks had to be translated 
into two other languages; the official 
languages being Japanese, frimian 
and English. Hcmrever, with an able 
chairman and translators, speakers 
and attendants all entered with en
thusiasm into the program and real
ized its fulfillment in three days, with 
no time for recreational activities_ 

Thirteen topics were presented, 
dealing with the history, teachings, 
and administration of the Faith. 
There was a public lecture in the 
evening <>f August 24, with tw<> talks, 
~;Need for World Religion," and 

"Baha'i World Faith." 
A feature of the final day's ses

sion was a Panel Discussion on 
"Goals of the Six-Year Plan," with 
a chairman and six participants. 

Each morning, afternoon, and eve· 
ning session was preceded by devo~ 
tions in the three languages. At the 
opening session Mr. M. Zenimoto, on 
behalf <>f the School Committee_ wel
comed the friends and outlined the 
purposes of the School. 

The attendance statistics were: 75 
Baha'i adults, 7 non·Baha'i adults, 3 
non-BaM.'i youth, 1 Baha'i youth, 23 
Baha'i children, and 2 non-Baha'i 
children, a total of 111. 

A ~spur of the moment' suggestion 
for a special Children's Class at the 
School was put into action and 19 
participated. The teachers were Miss 
Y. Inatsuka, Miss M. Morita and 
Miss M. Naderi. This class gave 
great joy to all present. 

Mention should a1so be made of a 
surprise fea-ture at the public lecture 
meeting on August 24, when Miss 
Yoshiko Morita of Kyoto sang Mr. 
Wolcott's composition of Baha'u'
lIili's prayer "From the Sweet 
Scented Streams,'· accompanied on 
the piano by Mr. Koji Akizawa of 
Yokohama. 

Mr. M. Odani of Ky<>to, who c<>m
pleted a tour in August to western 
Honshu and Kyushu, attended the 
closing day of the Summer School on 
August 26. Mr. Odani spoke with such 
fervor and inspiration as to captivate 
the hearts of all present. His eloquent 
testimony to the power of the spirit 
and the invisible assistance when one 
arises to teach, will be long remem-

• ~.~ __ ."-__ h'" ~-_ 

Novf"'IER 1957 

bered as the most outstanding con
trilmtion at this Summer School. Mr. 
Odani is the first Japanese believer 
to arise Wlder the Six·Year Plan and 
make a teaching tour unacC'Ompanied 
by any other believer. 

The spirit of fellowship which pre
vailed, no less than the instruction 
given, was of lasting value to all who 
participated in this first Summer 
&hool. The Committee deserves ,sin
cere congratulations for a task SO 

well performed on such short notice 
from the National Spiritual As
sembly. As indicated by the Guard
ian's cable this school was 'historic' 
in the annals of the Faith in Japan. 

-PHILIP A. MARANGELLA 

HOKKAIDO ISLAND 

OPENED TO FAITH 

The Bahit'i Bulletin of North East 
Asia ha S published an account of the 
opening to the Baha'i Faith of Hok
kaido Island. Japan, as follows: 

The report furnished by Mr. ROll

hollah Momtazi of the teaching trip 
to Hokkaido Island by him and Mr_ 
Gekie Nakajima is still another evi. 
dence of the power of the spirit when 
one arises in the name of Baha'u'llllh 
to bring to fulfullment any goal or 
wish expressed by Our beloved 
Guardian. 

They left Osaka on the evening of 
June 8, arrived in Aomori the follow
ing night, and crossed by ferry to 
Hakodate, the southern port of Hok
kaido. where they arrived on the 
morning of June 10. 

First Japan Summer Schoo!, held at TakaTazuka on August 24-25, 1957. 
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A family of the Ainu tribe of native peoples of Hokkaido 
Island, Japan, who are being informed of the Baha'i Faith 

by the two pioneers there, shown at the left. 

As Mr. Nakajima's friend, Mr. 
Muneto, is a former mayor of 
Hakodate, this afforded an introduc
tion to the people of that dty. He 
arranged for a newspaper interview 
and a public meeting through the 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Another public meeting in the city 
library was arranged by Mr. T. Seki, 
Chief of the General Affairs Depart· 
ment. Over 30 persons heard the 
message in that meeting, including 
the Chief of Education and the Chief 
Librarian. Several hours of private 
discussions were spent with these 
men later. 

On JWle 11 a visit was made to 
the city of Otaru, where another 
friend of Mr. Nakajima, Mr. Yama
zaki, arranged for a meeting there 
on June 14. Mr. Yamazaki also went 
with them to Sapporo, the capital city 
of Hokkaido, where he introduced 
them to the Chairman of the Foreign 
Trade Association, Mr. Koshiyama, 
on ,Tune 12. 

m Sapporo they called on the 
Chamher of Commerce and the In
dustry Club, and a joint meeting was 
arranged for June 17. Through an 
introduction from a business friend 
in Osaka, a television coverage was 
arranged with the Hokkaido Broad
casting Center for the luncheon meet
ing on June 17. After discussing the 
business and economic conditions in 
trim, a brief history of the Faith was 

given, followed by many questions. 
The telecast was given the same 
evening. 

On JWle 16 a visit was made to 
Shiroi with the Moritake family of 
the Ainu tribe. The Faith was ex
plained during their one and one-half 
hour visit. 

On June 19 at the Rotary Club in 
Sapporo an opportunity was afforded 
to speak of the Faith to 200 members. 

A regular weekly fireside meeting 
was definitely arranged in the home 
of Mr. Giro Sasaki, who was given 
the Greatest Name, and pictures of 
the Shrine of the Bab, the Interna· 
tional Archives, and the Baha'i Tem
ple for display in his home for these 
fireside meetings. A quantity of lit~ 
erature was also left with him. 

They returned. to Osaka on JW1e 
21. confident that real results were 
achieved. 

Trip to Inland Se. 
A second report from Mr. Momtazi 

tells of a two week trip in July to 
Takamatsu on Shikoku Island, and 
to nearby Shodo Island in the Inland 
Sea. Many new contacts were made. 
literature was distributed, and a fire~ 
side group started. 

Teaching on Awaji 

Extension teaching has been pro
gressjng for the past few months on 
the inland of Awaji, under the guid
ance of Mr. A. Katirai. A regular 
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fireside group meets weekly, and 
several students are studying with 
th e full in tenlion of becoming en
rolled b€lievers. 

Awaji Island is located between the 
main island of Honshu and Shikoku 
Island, at the entrance to the Inland 
Sea. 

Mr. Katirai recently entertained as 
guests in his home several university 
students from Takamatsu on Shikoku 
Island. They remained a full week, 
studying the Faith during three ses
sions each day, 

I'aJdsfan 

NSA PUBLISHES 
SOUVENIR BOOKLET 

A souvenir booklet, giving a brief 
history of the development of the 
Baha'i Faith in Pakist,;m, has been 
published by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Pakistlm. 

Attractively printed and bound, the 
booklet encompasses 48 pages, and 
is divided into three sections, in
cluding a statement on the Faith of 
BaM 'u'llilh by Shoghi Effendi, a 
Short History of the Baha'i Faith in 
Pakistan, and an account of the first 
National Convention and the fonna
tion of the first National Spiritual 
Assembly there. 

There are 38 photographs illustrat
ing the growth of the Faith, with 
pictures of some of the early ·be
lievers, ceremonies connected with 
the dedication of the Haziratu'l
Quds, various Baha'i proj,eities jn 

Pakistan, conventions. teaching con
ferences, local Spiritual Assemblies, 
and the first National Spiritual As
sembly. 

Of especial interest are pictures of 
Miss Martha Root with members of 
the Kara~hi Spiritual Assembly, and 
of Mrs. Dorothy Baker addres sing a 
meeting in Kara@i during the Inter
continental Conference in 1953. 

Scandinavia. Finland 

TOUR SEEKS CONTACT 

WITH LAPPS IN SWEDEN 

Among the special teaching plans 
reported by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Scandanavia and Fin
land for this fall is a tour by the 
Hand of the Cause in Europe, Dr. 
Muhlschlegel, and a small group of 
Scandanavian Baha'is into the Lapp 
country of N ortb Central Sweden in 
an effort "to make contacts with the 
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Lapps, conduct fireside.s, seek recep
tive souls, distribute literature, and 
pave the way for additional teach
ing and. a possible Lapp summer 
school next summer." 

Commemoration of United Nations 
Day is one of the special public 
teaching events to be observed 
throughout Scandanavia and Fin
land_ An attractive pamphlet for the 
event has been prepared to explain 
the relationship of the Baha'i Faith 
to the United NatiOns, and giving the 
principles of the Faith. It is to be 
printed in aU four languages spoken 
in these countries. 

Cedrol America aad Mexico 

NICARAGUA BAHA'iS HOLD 
fiRST SUMMER SCHOOL 

The first annual Baha'i Summer 
School of Nicaragua opened a three
day session in Nandaime on septem
ber 14, 1957. 

Two visiting teachers, Margo Mies
sler and Allen Pringle of Honduras, 
assisted Donald Witzel and Pablo 
Perez of Managua with the teaching 
activities, which covered 20 subjects 
under two main themes, "The Indi
vidual and Collective Aspects of 
Baha'i Life," and "The Administra
tive Order." 

Special programs were given each 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Port-of
Spain, TTinidad,. elected on April 21, 1957. This is a virgin 
territory, an additional victory of the World Crusade not 

listed in the goals set by the Guardian. 

evening after the classes. The agenda 
for September 14 was "The Life 01 
Baha'u'llah" by Margo Miessler, 
"General Highlights of the Baha'i 
Faith" by Allen Pringle, and 50 pages 
of stories translated from Portals to 
Freedom of "The Life Picture of 

'Abdu'l-Baha" by Pablo Perez. Fol
lowing these topics, slides of the Holy 
Land were shown. 

On September 15 the subject was 
"The Presentation of the Baha'i 
Cause" by the Baha'is of Nandaime. 

Mrs. Mignon Witzel was respon~ 
sible for the planning and practical 
aspects of 1fu.is new institution in 
Nicaragua. It was a great success 
and, needless to say, we can hardly 
wait for the next one. 

-MARY ANN HowARD 

II,bl7 VISIT TEMPLE 
DURING SEPTEMBER 

September visitors to -the Baha'i 
House of Worship in Wilmette to
talled 11,617 persons, bringing the 
number of registered visitors since 
the first of the year to 74,590. 

Baha~is attending the first Baha'i Summer Schoo~ of Nicaragua, held in 
Nandaime on September 14-16, 1957. 

Countries represented among the 
September visitors included: Aus
tria, Brazil, Canada, Canal Zone. 
Cuba, Denmark, England, France, 
Germany, Greece, India, Indonesia, 
fran, 'Iraq, Israel, Japan, Malaya, 
Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, Pak
istan, Peru, Philippines, Puerto 
Rico, Scotland, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Syria, Taiwan, Turkey, and Ven~ 

ezuela_ 
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In addition to the thousands of in· 
dividual visitor:s, 77 groups from var
ious parts of Illinois, Indiana, and 
Wisconsin made special tours. 

These groups included church 
groups of various denominations, 
groups from national conventions 
meeting in the Chicago area, wom
en's clubs, teacher groups, univer
sity and college groups, foreign stu
dents, garden clubs, home demon
stration and homemaker clubs, busi
ness groups, representatives of the 
Portland Cement Company, one 
hWlCired members of the "Friends of 
American WriteroS," and youth and 
children's groups. 

Included also have been groups of 
visitors from a-broad, such as Boy 
Scouts from Korea and the Philip· 
pine Islands making a tour of the 
United States after attending the In
ternational Scout Jamboree, and 
most recently ten members of Par
liament and representatives of the 
House of Councillors of Japan. 

LOVE, UNITY KEYNOTE 

BLUE RIDGE CONFERENCE 
The fourth Blue Ridge Conference 

was again held at the Blue Ridge 
Assembly, in North Carolina, from 
August 24 to 28, 1957. 

As one of the teaohers commented, 
HThe spirit at Blue Ridge has run 
high. The love has been great; the 
unity evident." Each of us left with 

a renewed sense of dedication, a 
clarity of purpose, our lives once 
again re-channelled and re-directed. 
From the talks came inspiration; 
from the reports and discussions, 
practical teclmiques by which ·that 
inspiration can be put into effect. 
One hundred and thirlyeseven people 
came; one hundred stayed for the 
whole conference. 

We have been, each year, espe
cially blessed by the presence of 
Paul E. Haney, Hand of the Cause; 
by the active participation ()f both 
the y()uth and the children; by the 
bow1ty of loving fellowship, growing 
out of worshipping, studying and 
living together. Next year, the first 
Southern Summer &-hODl will be 
held-one to be at Blue Ridge, to 
last at least five days, and longer if 
we are able to obtain the Blue Ridge 
facilities for a longer period. 

The over·all theme of the confer
ence was "The Road to Mount 
Carmel," and among the friends 
present were several who have made 
their pilgrimage. They evoked much 
of that spirit which has been bmught 
back to us from the World Center 
of the Faith with ever-increasing in
tensity. 

For the first time at Blue Ridge a 
seminar was held, in which everyone 
took an active part, based on the 
compilation of excerpts on The Cov
enant and AdministTation. For this 
study, the friends were divided into 
nine groups, each studying its own 
set of four questions each day. with 

, 
references from the compilation to 
guide the discussion. At. the end, 
the secretary from each group pre
sented his group's answers in a 
three-minute resume. We were all 
thrilled with the wealth of ideas 
coming out of the consultation, and 
amazed at the amount of information 
that can be packed into a three
nn~ute resUIne. 

Through the discussion on the work 
of the Area Teaching Committees, 
much practical information was 
brought out, on how the isolated 
Baha'i or a group can get more as
sistance, and just wba t the Area 
Teaching Committees' work should 
be. 

The non-Baha'i youth had two spe
cial discussion sessions with an 
adult Baha'i, covering everything 
from stories of the experiences of 
outstanding Baha'i teachers, to many 
phases of the Administrative Order, 
and how to answer questions they 
are often asked by their friends. 

In the report from the National 
Baha'i Youth Committee, it was 
stressed that every community 
should have a Youth C()mmittee, 
even if they have no youth, which 
could provide a speaker or activities 
for other youth organizations. 

It is also most important that chil
dren in Baha'i families be prepared 
for enrollment. The youth must 
catch the visi-on of what we are 
building. The talk on how youth are 
travelling the road to Mount Carmel 
was based on the "Tablet to the True 

Gathering of Baha'i friends on the grounds at 126 Evergreen Place, West Englewood, N.J. where 'Abdu'l-Baha 
gave the Unity Feast to the friends in 1912. This occasion, September 8, 1957, was to hear Zikru'llah Khadem, 

Hand of the Cause, center, speaking on the station of the Guardian, and on the Covenant. 
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Believer." We ooould study this Tab
let, use it, and become magnets to 
attract pure souls. 

The Interracial Teaching Commit
tee report showed us what they are 
trying to do, and how they are going 
about it. In addition to their primary 
goal, on which the Guardian is cur
rently placing such great emphasis, 
we should devote more time to all 
minority groups; show hospitality, 
;for in:nance, to forei..gn students, 
who may go back to other places on 
the earth, and be of inestimable help 
to the newly born communities. 

Here are some notes, taken from 
the talks and discussions: 

For 7000 years, mankind has been 
travelling toward the day when 
God's promises would be fulfilled. 
Where we stand today depends 
greatly On the vision and actions of 
individuals in the past who, through 
their vision and efforts, have made 
the path a little broader and more 
apparent for us today. What we do 
today will make it easier for the 
people tomorrow. We must cleanse 
our spiritual veins, so that the 
bounties may flow through us. We 
will come to that place \1lhere neither 
praise nor condemnation can touch 
us. This is the spiritual road to 
Mount Ca rmel. 

We are building the Kingdom of 
God on earth. These institutions 
could not be crea·ted until this Day. 
The Kingdom of God has come, and 
to it we must adjust. It is the ful
fillment of the promise of all ages. 

Why the Ten-Year Plan? These 
years before 1963 are crucial. We 
could not have conceived this Cru~ 
sade; only the Guardian could do so. 
He plans and directs the successive 
stages of the Divine Plan, channel
ing to us the Divine guidance. 
Baha'u'Uah I'put into our hands the 
lamp of His teachings. By its light 
the world will be illumined," said 
'Abdu'l-Baha. 

The Guardian is dispersing the as
sets of the Faith (the Bah"is). Dis
persal is not new. Dispersal among 
the people of GOO has been going on 
since the beginning of time. When
ever we arise to do something which 
the Guardian wants done, it must be 
with purity of heart, and a sense of 
sacrifice. If we do it for personal 
reasons, the spiritual potency of our 
action is jeopardized, if not doomed. 
If we act with courage and pure 
hearts, the confirmations will flow. 
Teach the pure souls, wherever you 
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First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is Of Auburn 
Judicial District, Cahf., formed on April 21, 1957. 

find them. The more you teach, the 
more avenues will open. 

We must study the Faith for 
knowledge. Through the Teachings, 
we can become truly educated. Pray 
for assistance and guidance daily; 
listen for an answer. Martha Root 
once said, "Every breath, almost, is 
a prayer to be a channel . . . be 
ready when opporhmity comes .... 
When I do not pray, in two or three 
days I see the effect. The work is 
not so good." We cannot be luke
warm. We must be enraptured with 
the love of God. jjWear the mantle of 
Bah3'u'llah proudly!" 

Travelling the road to Mount 
Carmel will demand a great deal of 
spirituality. God gave us the maps, 
through Baha'u'llah, .and the Guard
ian directs us. We have the Admin
istrative Order, and outside the 
Faith there will be a federated 
world. When these two things come 
together, the Golden Age will come. 
Out of world order, will be born 
spiritual salvation. 

-LOUISE B. MATTIDAS 

MISSOULA, CASPER HOLD 
THREE-DAY SEMINARS 

Mrs. Florence V. Mayberry, mem
ber of the Auxiliary Board of the 
Hands of the Cause, conducted three
day seminars on the Baha'i Faith in 
Missoula, Mont., and Casper, Wyo., 
during September. 

Her visit in both cities was well 
publicized in the press and on radio 
and television, contributing to the 
success of the meetings. Attendance 
in both cities exceeded 60 per.sons. 

In Missoula a one-half hour inter
view was broadcast over KBTK, with 
the station Manager, William Stroth. 
man, leading an extended discussion 
with Mrs. Mayberry on many facets 
of the Faith. There were two other 
radio interviews On KGVO, and an
nouncements of the seminar on 
KXLL and KMSO-TV. 

The two radio stations and the tele
vision station in Casper also allotted 
time for interviews with her, and 
she was allowed to speak freely 
about the Faith. 

Subjects discussed in the seminars 
were "Progressive Revelation," 
"Her aId and Author of the New 
Era," and "Regeneration of Man. 
kind." 

AMERICAN INDIAN FILMS 
AVAILABLE ON LOAN 

Educational films on the American 
Indians are now availahle from the 
American Indian Service Committee. 
Most of the films are devoted to the 
tribal life of the western Indians, in
cluding the Apache, Papago, Hopi, 
Navajo, Blackfeet, Pim.a, Supai, and 
Pueblos. One film describes life on 
the Pine Ridge Reservation. 

These films are suitable for adults 
and senior high school age studentst 

although in some cases junior high 
school and elementary age students 
are included. Most of the films are 
in color and .sound, and they vary in 
length from 10 to 25 minutes. 

Further information may be ob· 
tained from the Librarian of the 
American Indian Service Commit
tee: Mrs. Janet N. Ward, 14 Palm
croft Drive, Tempe, Ariz. 
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POSITIONS OPEN NEAR 
INDIAN RESERVATIONS 

'Dhe American Indian Service 
Committee annOWlces that there are 
now a few positrons open on or near 
several Indian reservations requir
ing little specialized training or ex
perience. 

Baha'is seriously interested in such 
important pioneering opportunities 
are urged to write to Mrs. Nancy 
Phillips, secretary; 736 Encanto 
Drive, S.E., Phoenix, Ariz. 

NEW COLOR SLIDES, PHOTOS 
OF ARCHIVES BUILDING READY 

The Audio-Visual Edu"ation Com
mittee ha s annolU1ced new sets of 
color slides and color photographs 
of the Baha'i International Archives 
Building and the Shrine of the Bah 
available for distribution. 

The set of slides includes six dif
ferent views, and costs $2.00. Color 
photographs come in two sizes, 5 x 
7 inches, for $1.50; and 8 x 10 inches, 
for $3.00. 

There is also a new set of 12 color 
slides of the Baha'i House of Wor
ship, showing landscaping details, 
the floral beds and fountains, selling 
for $3.60. 

Orders and requests for infor
mation on other audio-visual aids 

WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 
Fifth Year - 1957-195B 

Annual Budget ........ $425,000.00 
Total Requirements: May 

1 to September 30 .... 177,lOO.O[} 
Total Contributions: May 

1 to September 30 .... 129,600.00 
-NATIONAL SPIRmIAL AsSEMBLY 

should be addressed to the Audi<>
Visual Education Committee, 126 
Evergreen Place, West Englewood, 
N.J. 

BAHA', 'N THE NEWS 
Believers resident in Eureka 

Springs, Ark., paid for a large ad
vertisement in Eureka Springs 
Times-Echo, October 3, 1957, reprint
ing the National Spiritual Assembly 
statement on "The Oneness of Man
kind.." This type of ,publicity, in view 
of the race integration problem in 
Little Roclt, has great importance 
in expressing the Baha'i position 
through non-political means. 

The Memphis, Tenn., Commercial 
Appeal, September 15, 1957, reported 
a talk given to the local Baha'i com
munity by Dr. Ekan.em A. Udoh of 
Nigeria, who taught two years at Le
Moyne College. "He said the Baha'i 

Baha'is attending the Regional Conference sponsored by the National 
Spiritual Assembly in Houston, Texas, on September 14. ChaT~es Wotcott, 
vice-chairman of the National Assembly, center, conducted this meeting. 
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Faith may become the major reli
gion of Africa. He ,said the aims of 
Baha'i have strong appeal 10 Afri
cans." The same newspaper on Sep
tem'ber 22 published a brief notice 
of Christ and Bahd'u'!!dh, by George 
Townshend, in -its review- column. 

An impressive full page devoted to 
the Faith appeared in the Charleston 
Gazette on July 20. Featuring a very 
large photo of the Baha'i House of 
Worship, the statement represented 
one in a series o-f local church his
tories sponsored by leading business 
firms Hwho realize the importance 
of the church in this community." 
The text was supplied hy the Local 
Assembly. 

The Sarasota (Fla.) News of Au
gust 3, 1957, and the Sarasota Herald 
Tribune of the same date, both fea· 
tured a Coast Guard honor paid to 
Charles R. Gilman (Baha'i), mem
her of the Coast Guard Auxiliary, 
for using his motor yacht for out
standing emergency missions and 
also his radio transmitter for the 
same purpos e. 

A greeting card designed for use 
on the Jewish New Year carries a 
color photo of the Bay of Haifa show
ing the Shrine of the Bab, and also 
a color photo of Haifa Town HaIl. 

The Milwaukee Sentinel, Septem· 
ber 7, 1957, carried a three-column 
photo of Mrs. Bertha Piep;mburg 
showing Mrs. Anna Hanel some 
souvenirs brought back from South 
Mrica, illustrating a feature story 
about Mrs. Piepenburg',s visit to her 
Baha'i daughter and son-in-law in 
Sa lis hury, Soothern Rhodesia. This 
human· interest story was written by 
James M. Johnston, staff reporter, 
as a personal interview. 

The Sarasota (Fla.) Herald-Trib
une, September I, 1957, presented a 
three-column story by Stan Wind
ham, staff writer. on "Another Faith 
Explained," a sum'mary of the his
tory, teachings, and administrative 
order of the Faith. The text was 
based upon Baha'i literature pre
sented by the local Baha'is, and also 
a brief oral exposition made by one 
of the believers. 

The Christian Century, July 24, 
1957, reported tha.t in Germany a call 
had been issued to Christian 
churches to ward off the "offensive" 
launched in Germany by non·Chris
tian religions. Reference was made 
to plans for a Baha'i Temple as one 
of the "non-Christian" invasions of 
the Christian claim to Germany. 
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New Items 
Blessed is the Spot; 0 Thou by 
Whose Name. Two prayers of Baha
'u'llah with music by Charles Wol
cott, published as one edition of sheet 
music for solo voice with piano ac
companiment. The cover is beauti
fully illustrated with a drawing of 
the Shrine of the Bab, Haifa, the 
harbor, 'Akka, and the hills of Leba
non, viewed from the slopes of Mt. 
Carmel, printed in Cedar green. 

Per copy .................. $ .75 
10 copies .................. $6.00 

A Pattern for Future Society. By 
Shoghi Effendi. This statement of 
the Guardian's, taken from The 
Wo-rld Order of Bahti'u'Uah, now car
ries an appropriate introductory 
statement and has been produced in 
the Frenchfold format similar to One 
Universal Faith for easy carrying 
or mailing. Printed in dark green on 
white with east and west hemis~ 
phere motif on cover. Priced fOT 
mass distribution, 

20 copies .................. $ .50 
100 copies .................. $ 2.00 
1000 copies ................ S12.50 

Going Out of Print 
The following titles are low in 

stock and will not appear in new 
catalog now in preparation. If copies 
are desired they should be ordered 
quickly. 

Baha'i Writings. Prayers and ex
cerpts from Baha'i writings. Red 
paper cover stamped in gold, attrac
tively printed. 

Per copy .................... $ .50 
5 copies ...................... $2.00 

Faith In Action. Compilation for 
group study on Baha'i approach to 
human relations. 8'i2xl1. 

Per copy .................... $ .60 
10 copies .................... $5.00 

Out of Print 
Bah.i'i: The Coming of World Re
ligion. 8~2xll book with spiral bind
ing and envelope . (Not to be re
printed.) 

The Drama of Salvation. Compila
tion for group study. 8'hxll. (Not to 
be reprinted.) 

Minimum Mail Order, $1.00 

Available from 
BAHA'i PUBLISHING TRUST 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 

BAHA'i DIRECTORY CHANGES 

ASSEMBLY SECRET ARIES Northern Illinois 

NOVElli B ER It 57 

FEASTS 
November 4-Qudrat (Power) 
November 23--Qawl (Speech) 

HOlY DAYS 
November 12-Birth of Baha'u'llili 
November 26---Day of the Covenant 
November 28--Ascension of 'Ab-

du'l-Baha (1:00 a.m.) 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 

November 28-December 1 

STATE CONVENTIONS 
December 8 

Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

Weekdays 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
(Auditorium only) 

Sundays and Holidays 
10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
(Entire building) 

Service of Worship 
Sundays 

3:30 p.m., lasting until 4:15. 

Northern California Oak Park: Mrs. Virginia Conner. P.O. Box 1074 

San Franc,isco: Mrs. Mildred L. Sayles. 160 Lundy"s Lane, Missouri 
Z HI St, Loui-s: Mrs, Mamie Voracek 

Ohio 
Cleveland Heights: Mrs, Ken Allen, 2753 Euclid Heights BlVd. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Assembly Secretaries 

Southern California 
Long Beach: Mrs. Pearl L. Wilson, 2525 E, Broadway. 

Apt. 3, Z 3 

Eastern New York 
New York: Mrs. Lauretta N. Moore, Baha'i Center, 112 W, 

72nd St.. Z 23 

Western New York 
Syracuse: MiS's Audrey Hurst, P,O. Box 976 

Com ... ittees 
Area Teaching Committee Northwestern States 

Mrs. Helen Wilks, secretary. 935 N. 185th, Seattle 33, Wash. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Couununity. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from nati.onal committees and local assemblies 
ot the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1957-58: Mrs. Eunice Braun. chair
man; Miss Charlotte Linfoot, secretary; Mr, Richard C. Thomas, 

Editorial OMce: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U,S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden A venue, Wilmette, Illinois. U,S.A. 
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"Shoghi Effendi, Beloved of all Hearts; Sacred Trust Given Believers 

By Master; Passed Away (From) Sudden Heart Attack In Sleep." 

Beloved Friends: 
With noble uUerance Rw,iyyih Khanurn conveyed to the 

Baha'i world the tragic, unexpected and afflictive news of 
the Guardian's passing. His physical departure from this 
world marks the ending of an era in the history of the 
Faith of Baha'n'lIah. 

"SHOGHl EFFENDI BELOVED AIL HEARTS SACRED 
TRUST GIVEN BELIEVERS BY MASTER PASSED AWAY 
SUDDENLY HEART ATTACK IN SLEEP FOILOWING 
ASIATIC FLU. URGE BELIEVERS REMAIN STEADFAST, 
CLING INSTITUTION HANDS LOVINGLY REARED, RE· 
CENTLY REINFORCED, EMPHASIZED BY BELOVED 
GUARDIAN. ONLY ONENESS OF HEART ONENESS OF 
PURPOSE CAN BEFITTINGLY TESTIFY LOYALTY ALL 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLIES AND BELIEVERS TO DE
PARTED GUARDIAN WHO SACRIFICED SELF UTTER
LY FOR SERVICE FAITH." 

-Rw,iyyih 

In a second message cabled the same day (November 5, 
1957) Ru\Uyyih Khanum added: "Appeal (to) Hands, Na
tional Assemblies (and) Auxiliary Boards to shelter (the) 
believers (and) assist them (to) meet (this) heart.rending, 
supreme test. Funeral (of) our beloved (will be held) Satur
day (November) Ninth (in) London. Hands, Assemh~y (and) 
Board members invited attend ... Urge hold memorIal meet· 
ings Saturday." 

An appropriate press announcement, prepared under RUI;dy. 
yih Khanum's direction, was released to Reuters .in London 
and to the wire services in Chicago. A copy of thIS same re· 
lease was sent to all local Baha'i press representatives by the 
National Baha'i Press Service. The National Assembly, as 

- Ruhiyyih Khanum 

directed, dispatched two telegrams to all local Assemblies; 
one requesting the friends to pray for the protection of the 
Faith because it bad been learned that the beloved Guardian 
was desperately ill; the second reported his passing and re
quested that local meetings be held on Saturday, November 9. 

On Sunday, November 10, the National and Regional 
Spiritual Assemblies received this message from R1iI).iyyih 
Khanum written after the funeral had been held in London: 

"BELOVED GUARDIAN LAID (TO) REST (IN) LONDON 
ACCORDING (TO) LAWS (OF) AQDAS (IN) BEAUTI· 
FUL BEFITTING SPOT AFTER IMPRESSIVE CEREMONY 
HELD (IN) PRESENCE (OF) MULTITUDE (OF) BELIEV· 
ERS REPRESLl'ITING OVER TWENTY COUNTRIES (OF) 
EAST (AND) WEST STOP DOCTORS ASSURE SUDDEN 
PASSING INVOLVED NO SUFFERING. (HIS) BLESSED 
COUNTENANCE BORE EXPRESSION (OF) INFINITE 
BEAUTY, PEACE (Al'lD) MAJESTY STOP EIGHTEEN 
HANDS ASSEMBLED (FOR THE) FUNERAL URGE NA· 
TIONAL BODIES REQUEST ALL BELIEVERS HOLD 
MEMORIAL MEETINGS EIGHTEENTH NOVEMBER 
COMMEMORATING DAYSPRING (OF) DIVINE Gll))' 
ANCE WHO HAS LEFT US AFTER THIRTY-SIX YEARS 
(OF) UTTER SELF· SACRIFICE, CEASELESS LABORS 
(AND) CONSTANT VIGIL .... NCE." 

This message was sent to all Assemblies and Area Teaching 
Committees in the Unhed States on Monday, November Ii, 
with a em-ering letter. 

On the following da)', November 12, this further cable
gram was received from Rt'il).iyyih Khanum: 
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"ASSURE FRIEl'iDS BELOVED, SACRED GUARDlAl'i 
BEFITIINGLY LAID (TO) REST SURROUNDED BY 
LARGE, REPRESENTATIVE GATHERING (OF) BE· 
LIEVERS (FROM) EAST (A'ID) WEST. (THE) LIGHT 
(OF) OUR LIVES DEPARTED, WE MUST NOW STAND 
FIRM, REMEMBERING (THE) PEERLESS EXA."V!PLE 
(OF) HIS DEDICATION (TO TIlE) WORK (OF TIlE) 
BLESSED PERFECTION, (TIlE) GLORIOUS VICfORIES 
HE WON, (AND THE) PLANS HE LO'\TGED (TO) SEE 
COMPLETED. ONLY REDEDICATION, GREATER UNITY, 
STEADFAST SERVICE CAN BEFITIINGLY SHOW OUR 
GRIEF (AND) MAKE US ACCEPTABLE (AT TIlEI HOLY 
THRESHOLD." 

-Ru~iyyih 

These are the successive stages tbrough which the heart
rending announcement of the Guardian's passing ha"ve been 
reported to the date of this writing. 

What can we say about the Guardian's consummation of 
his unique mission? 

Turning again to Ru}:tiyyih :Kbanum, we quote these pas
sages from her great tribute to the Guardian as written in 
Twenly.Five Years of the Guardianship dated November 1946. 

"Twenty-five years ago the Baha'i world was shaken by a 
great earthquake. 'Abdu'I.Baha, tbe Center of the Covenant, 
had suddenly passed away, with no premonitory illness to 
prepare His friends and followers for this tragic shock. 
Stunned, the Baha'is of East and West tried to rally their 
faculties. We knew great tasks lay ahead of us; we believed 
in this new Faith and in its Manifestation and in the World 
Order that He had come to estahlish, hut we felt terribly alone 
and the responsibility for the future lay heavily upon our 
already grief·filled bearts. Where was the shepherd? The 
familiar voice, that had spoken with an authority vested in 
it by the Propbet of God Himself, was stiDed. We had the 
teachings; Hke a wonderful lahoratory, equipped for every 
purpose, they were there - our priceless treasure. But 
where was the alchemist who transmuted hase metals into 
gold? Where was the listener who answered our questions 
and guided us in the use of all that great laboratory possessed? 

"Then came the reading of the Master's Will, and with an 
infinite sense of relief we realized that, though the seas of 
tribulation and separation had risen about us, 'Ahdu'l-Baha 
had not left us alone. He had given us the mighty Ark of 
His own Covenant which we could enter into in peace securf'. 
With what grateful hearts we turned to the youthful figure 
that had suddenly been revealed to us in that Will as our 
priceless legacy, described by 'Abdu'I·Bahli as tbe fruit of 
the Twin Lote Trees, the pearl of the Twin Surging Seas, 
this new creation, vested with a unique function, the heredi
tary office of Interpreter and Protector of the Faith and life· 
head of the International House of Justice. 

First Guardian of the Cause of God 
'~Let us go back for a moment and recall what we we~e 

and what Shoghi Effendi was -when he first assumed hiS 

function as Guardian. Those who rememher the passing of 
the Master and the terrible blow it was to them, the intense 
unbearable grief it caused them, can best grasp what his 
feelings were_ At that time he was twenty-four years of age, 
studying at Oxford University in England in order to better 
prepare himself to serve 'Ahdu'l-Baha as an interpreter, and 
to translate some of the Baha'i literature into English, when 
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news of the ascension reached him. Broken-hearted, so weak 
from suffering he had to be practkally lifted from the train, 
he returned to Haifa. Then the second blow, as unexpected. 
and in many ways more cruel than the first, fell upon him. 
The ~'ilI and Testament of his Grandfather was read to him 
and for the first time in his life he became apprized of the 
M:aster's great and well·guarded secret: that he, Shoghi 
Effendi, the beloved. eldest grandson, was His successor and 
First Guardian of the Cause of God. Saddled with tbis great 
weight, crushed by this great blow, he turned his eyes to the 
Bahli'i world. He bebeld a widely diversified, loosely organ. 
lzed community, scattered in various parts of the globe, and 
with members in about twenty countries. These people, loyal, 
devoted and sincere though they were, were still, to a great 
extent, living in their parent religion's house, so to speak; 
there were Christian Baha'is, Jewish Baha'is, Muhammadan 
Baha'is and so OD. They believed in the Baha'i Faith but were 
intimately connected l~ith their former churches. Like fruit 
on a tree. they were a new crop but still stuck to the old 
branch. This was true East and West aHke_ That was the 
point to which the Faith had evolved at the time of the 
Master's ascension. 

"We, on our part, beheld a young man of only twenty· 
four standing at the helm of the Cause and some of the 
friends felt impelled to advise bim about what it would be 
wise for him to do next . _ . We quickly came to realize 
tbat be was not only divinely guided hut bad been endowed 
by God with just those characteristics needed to build up the 
Administrative Order, unite the believers in common en
deavor, and coordinate their world-wide activities . , . The 
wheels of the Cause which had momentarily stood still at the 
Master's passing, began to revolve again" and at a higher 
tempo than ever be£ore_ Our Father, so patient, so constantly 
fqrgiving, whom we had tired and perhaps worried far more 
than we dreamed of, was gone, and in His stead stood our 
"true brother," young, determined to see we at last got down 
to accomplishing the tasks set us by Baha'u'lhih and the 
Master, and not willing to lose any time at all. 

"Witb tbe reading of the Will and the establishment of the 
Guardianship, came quite naturally and organically a new 
phase in the development of the Faith . " 

A Great Joint Effort 

HFor sixteen years Shoghi Effendi never ceased to hroaden 
our horizon and train us in Baha'i Administration, whether 
local or National. After that, he suddenly opened a new door. 
He told us, so to speak, that we were now trained enough to 
use our laboriously erected Administrative System for a great 
joint effort, an effort to carry into effect the first stages of the 
Divine Plan. . . . 

"No appraisal of the wonderful work achieved by the 
Baha'IS the world over during this period would be complete 
without mention of what the Guardian himself, .8inglehanded~ 
has done at the world center of the Faith in Palestine (now 
Israel). Aside from his constant and l'ery heavy correspond. 
ence, with not only national and local Assemblies but with 
groups and individuals as well, aside from his cables and 
directives addressed to the Baha'is in different parts of the 
world, aside from the books he writes and the Baha'i literature 
he translates so painstakingly and beautifully, he has aided 
the believers financially in all of their major undertakings, 
in the East or the West _ .. In Haifa and 'Akka, he has not 
only succeeded in having all the Baha'i Shrines, Pilgrim 
Houses and lands pertaining to them exempted from both 
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government and municipal taxes, hut has also vastly increased 
the area of these endowments ... The purchase of Bahci'u'. 
Uah's mansion at Bahji, the defeat of the constant machina
tions of the Covenant-breakers, ... are but the highlights 
of his accomplishments at this world center of our Faith. 
to which flow the pilgrims and guests from every land." 

"As we look back over these twenty-five years, it is with 
feelings of profound contentment. We Baha'is have matured 
greatly ... We have stood close to that tree which over
shadowed all mankind, and come to realize how live and great 
it is, how dense its foliage, how heavy its yield of fruits -
the tree of our first Guardian, our Shoghi Effendi ... whose 
sure and patient hand is guiding it on to the great victories 
promised by Bah;i'u'llah for His Faith in this Century." 

"In gratitude for both this mighty institution of Guardian· 
ship in which mankind has found a sure refuge in this new 
age, and in gratitude for this particular first Guardian, this 
Shoghi Effendi, let us resolve to rise to a truly higher plane 
of endeavor, and above a higher plane of spiritual awareness, 
during these coming years. We must always remember that 
the only real limitations We suffer are those within ourselves. 
Rallied closely about the center of the Cause, loving him and, 
in him,. each other, we can, during the next quarter of a 
century, double our record of achievement." 

Shoghi Effendi', Titanic Achievements 

Looking back from the present hour we can perhaps sum~ 
marize our awareness of Shoghi EHendi's titanic achievements 
in these terms: 

l. His resistance to and victory over the cruel onslaughts of 
Covenant·breakers both within and outside the Holy Family 
itself. 

2. Construction of the Shrine of the Bah, the International 
Archives Building, and of the gardens surrounding the Tomb 
of Baha'u'lhih and adjacent to the Shrine of the Rib. 

3. Training and developing the local and national Assem
blies, the number of the latter having increased from tlvo to 
twenty -six. 

4. Defining the world-wide Ten Year Plan including the 
assignment of responsibiHty for achievement of its several 
tasks. 

5. Appointment of members to the International Baha'i 
Council. 

6. Successive appointment of twenty-seven Hands of the 
Cause. 

7. Incomparable translation of Tablets and Prayers and 
Meditations of Baha.'u'llah; the writing of successive letters 
and works illumining the meaning and scope of the Faith and 
its history from 1844 to 1944. 

Now let us tum to those earliest, precious letters through 
which the helmred Guardian gave advice, encouragement and 
direction to the Baha'is of North America. 

"At this early hour when the morning light is just break· 
ing upon the Holy Land, whilst the gloom of the dear Master's 
bereavement is still hanging thick upon the hearts, I feel as 
if my soul turns in yearning love and full of hope to that 
great company of His loved ones across the seas, who nO\\O" 
share with us all the agonies of His separation. 

"True, the shock has been too terrible and sudden for us 
all to recover from in so short a time, hut whenever we 
recall His Sayings and Tead His Writings, hope springs in 
our hearts and gives us the peace that no other material 
comfort can give. 
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"How well I remember when~ more than two- years ago, 
the Beloved Master, turning to a distinguished visitor of His, 
who was seated by Him in His garden~ suddenly broke the 
?il~nc~ and said: 'My work is now done upon this plane; 
It IS hme for me to pass on to the other world.' Did He not 
on more than one occasion state deady and emphatically: 
'Were ye to know what will come to pass after M~ surely 
would ye pray Ihat my end be hastened?' In a Tablet sent 
to Persia when the storm raised years ago by that Committee 
of Investigation was fiercely raging around Him, when the 
days of His incarceration were at their blackest, He revea1ed 
Ihe following: 'Now the foundation of this all.highest Bounty 
and this wondrous Gift. Gradually whatsoever is latent in 
the innermost of this Holy Cycle shall appear and be manifest, 
for now is hut the beginning of its growth and the dayspring 
of the revelation of its Signs. Ere the close of this century 
and of this Age, it shall be made dear and manifest how 
wondrous was that Springtide and how heavenly was that 
Gift !' 

'''With such assuring Utterances and the unmistakable evi
dences of His sure and clear knowledge that His end was 
nigh, is there any reason why the followers of His Faith, the 
world over, should he perturbed? Are not the prayers He 
revealed for us sufficient source of inspiration to every 
worker in His Cause? Have not His instructions paved before 
us the broad and straight Path of Teaching? Will not His 
now doubly effective power of Grace sustain liS, strengthen 
us and confinn us in our work for Him? Ours is the duty 
to strive by day and night to fulfil our own obligation and 
then trust in His Guidance and never failing Grace. Unity 
amongst the friends, selflessness in our labors in His Path~ 
detachment from all wordly things, the greatest prudence and 
caution in every step we take, earnest endeavor to carry out 
only what is His Holy Wi1l and Pleasure, the constant aware~ 
ness of His Presence and of the example of His Life, the 
absolute shunning of whatsoever we feel to be an enemy 
of the Cause . . . these, and foremost among them is the 
need for unity, appear to me as our vital service. Should we 
in this spirit arise to serve Him~ what surer and greater 
promise have we than the one His Glorious Father, Baha'u'· 
llah. gives us in His Most Holy Book: 'Verily, We behold you 
from Our realm of effulgent Glory, and shaU graciously aid 
whosoever ariseth for the triumph of Our Cause with the 
hosts of the Celestial Concourse and a company of Our chosen 
angels.'·· (January 21.1922). 

Beloved friends! Such was the clarion call sounded by the 
belo·ved Guardian to comfort and reassure the hearts grief. 
stricken by the loss of the Master thirty·six years ago. 

. That consolation and inspiration has eternal validity, and 
moreover to it is added the example of Shoghi EHendi's own 
sacrifice and unique achievement. Honorable is the sorrow 
caused hy the passing of a loved one, when that sorrow 
purifies the heart and confirms within it the supreme love -
Ihe love of God, and the resolule will to serve Him. 

In our meetings with another~ let us he tender and con~ 
siderate: in our contacts with non·believers let us be stead· 
fast as the rock in conviction of the victory of the Faith of 
Baha'u'llah! For that Sun has arisen whi~h shall never be 
followed by night. 

Concerning the future guidance of our world community, 
information will come to us through the proper channels in 
due time. 

-NATIONAL SPDUTUAL ASSEM:BLY 

November 12. 1957 
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Western Hemisphere 
Intercontinental Conference 

First Announcement 
Dear Baha'i Friends: 

Since receiving the beloved Guard
ian's announcement of the series of 
five intercontinental conferences to 
be held during 1958, the National As
sembly has been given Shoghi Ef
fendi's approval of dates and general 
arrangements. 
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The Chicago Conference will be 
held On Friday, Saturday, and Sun
day, May 2, 3, and 4, immediately 
following a three-day National Con
vention to be held April 29, 30, and 
May 1. 

These dates make it possible for 
American delegates and believers to 
attend both events. 

National Endowment of Colombia, located near Bucara~ 
manga~ acquired on October 5, 1957. It consists of 600 square 

meters of land. 

The Guardian has also approved 
the holding of a devotional gathering 
in the auditorium of the House of 
Worship, where the precious photo
graphs of Baha'u'llah and the Bab 
can most fittingly be exhibited by 
the Guardian's representative, Hand 
of the Cause Dr. Ugo Giachery. 

The final arrangement approved 
by Sboghi Effendi is the holding of 
a public congress which Wldoubtedly 
will be scheduled for Sunday eve
ning, May 4, as the final session of 
the Intercontinental Conference. 

The beloved Guardian's own words 
impress us with the importance of 
this historic occasion) convened for 
the 'Ifive-fold purpose of offering 
humble thanksgiving to the Divine 
Author of our Faith ... of reviewing 
and celebrating the series of signal 

victories ... of deliberating on ways 
and means that will insure its tri~ 

umphant consummation; and of lend
ing simultaneously a powerM im
petus ... to the vital process of in
dividual conversion ... and to the 
construction and completion of these 
Mother Temples to be built in the 
European, the African, and Austra
lian continents." 

The Conference, while convened 
and held by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the United States, will 
receive the Guardian's message to 
the Western Hemisphere as delivered 
by Dr. Giachery, and will provide 
reports by, and consultation among, 
the National and Regional National 
Spiritual Assemlblies of that same 
area. 

Give Address Change to NSA Promptly to Receive Baha'i Mail! 
The volume of work at the National Baha'i Administrative Head

quarters now makes it impossible for the administrative staff to assume 
the responsibility of following up any returned issues of BAHA'i NEWS 
in an effort to ascertain the new address of any believer who has moved 
and left no forwarding address, or who has made no arrangements for 
having his NEWS held or forwarded during a temporary absence. 

Hereafter t when a BAHA'i NEWS is returned, the address will be 
withdrawn from the mailing list until such time as the believer himself 
furnishes the new address and ten cents to cover the cost of re~mailing 
each issue that was returned. 

In other wards, we must now depend upon the believers themselves 
to assume responsibility for keeping the National Spiritual Assembly 
informed of all permanent or temporary changes of address that may 
affect the receipt of their Baha'i mail and their proper listing on the 
State Convention voting lists. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

The purpose of this first announce
ment is to make it possihle for all 
Baha'is to make arrangements to at
tend. Travel and hotel or other ar
rangements are to be made by the 
individual believer for himself. 
Guests of the National Assembly will 
be provided with hotel accommoda
tions on arrival. 

Those who attended the historic 
Jubilee Celebrations in 1953 will re
call not merely the vivid episodes of 
the extensive program, including 
dedication of the House of Worship 
on behalf of the Guardian by 
Amalu'l-BaM Rul)iyyih Khanum, 
but above all the power of the spirit 
engendered which enabled us to 
transcend local and national Baha'i 
areas of interest and activity, and 
attain a realization of the universal, 
the global significance of the Faith 
of Baha'u'llah. 

"The holding of this second series 
of Intercontinental Conferences ... 
signalizes the opening of the fourth 
phase of the Ten-Year Plan." What 
higher privilege is offered a human 
being today? 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMElL Y 

TEXAS PAROCHIAL SCHOOL 

RECOGNIZES BAHA'[ HOLY DAYS 

The All Saints Teller School, All 
Saints Episcopal Church, Fort Worth, 
Texas, has given permission to 
Baha'i children to be absent on 
Baha'i Holy Days. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 



Two members of the Temple Committee, with 
the architect and the leveUing contractor, stand
ing in the position of the center Of the Temple 

and facing the Qiblih. 

Musa Banani, Hand of the Cause, 
and Ali Nakhjavani, Auxiliary Board 
member and Chairman of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Central 
and East Africa, standing on the site 

of the Temple. 

The Temple site levelled in prepara
tion fOT the com m encem ent of the 

foundations contract. 

5 

Prepare Land at Kampala 

for Construction of 

Mother Tern pie of Africa 

Men and machinery prepare the access road to the Temple site. 
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Europe 

SUMMER SCHOOL PREPARES 

FRANCE FOR FORMATION 

OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

Sanary~Sur-Mer. a picturesque 
port nestled along the curving shore
line of the Mediterranean Sea. was 
the scene of the historic gathering 
of France's third Baha'i Summer 
School, held from September 1 to 6, 
1957. 

Swmy skies and tropical surround
ings added their charm to this re
gion, one of the most beautiful in 
southern France, 

The friends were housed in the 
Hotel du Pare, where all sessions of 
the conference and school also meL 

The first two days of the school 
were devoted to a teaching confer
ence on the theme, 'IFrance and the 
World Crusade." At the opening ses
sion we listened to Dr, Hermann 
Grossmann, Hand of the Cause, read 
a prayer. The bounty of his presence 
gave this conference special signifi
cance and an atmosphere of rare 
spirituality. 

Joel Marangella, member of the 
Auxiliary Board of the Hands of the 
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lja.firatu'l-Quds of Luxembourg, located at 8 rue de Marshall 
Foch, Luxembourg-ViHe, dedicated on November 1,1957. The 
lja?iratu'l-Quds proper is located on the second, or middle, 
floor, The gr01<nd floor and the top floor are owned by 

Baha'is. 

Cause, acting as Chairman, then 
greeted the assembled believers on 

behalf of the Summer School Com
mittee, and asked for a roll can. This 
roll call revealed that there were 39 
adults, 2 youth, and 3 children pres
ent, representing the cities of Lyon, 
Chateauroux, Chatellerault, Orleans, 
Paris, Stra s bourg, Nice, and Ma r
seilles in France; and believers from 
Germany, Belgium, Austria, Hol
land, the United States, Kenya, Bel
gian Congo, and Madagascar. 

Much love was evident .in the 
hearts and on the faces of those from 
each center as they arose to give 
their names. A further 'blessing was 
the fact that among them there were 
many new French 'believers who 
were attending their first summer 
schooL 

National Endowment oj New Zealand, located near New Plymouth in the 
Taranaki District, 

Dr. Grossmann, speaking in Eng~ 
lish, gave some inspirational open
ing words. He remarked on the great 
change which had taken place in 
France since his visit of two years 
ago, He compared the cold winter 
of that time to the growth of the 
teaching work, and pointed out how 
it had developed into the warm 
s~ringtime of spiritual blossoming 
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and development. He hoped that this 
great surge of spiritual enthusiasm 
would soon bring forth the summer 
with all its fruits. 

He pointed out that France would 
have a special opportunity with the 
new National Spiritual Assembly 
which is to be formed during Ric;lvan 
1958, and that this achievement 
would require much effort, as only 
a few months remain. 

In closing, Dr. Grossmann said he 
hoped that this conference would 
strengthen us for the time ahead, 
and help us to enter next year with 
strong communities, as well as a 
strong National Assem-bly, 

Reports on Goal. 
Later in the conference reports 

were called for from representatives 
of Assemblies and groups on "The 
Goals in France and the Actual 
Progress." 

'lThe Goals in France" provided a 
theme for much consid·eration. Mr. 
Marangella reminded us that our be
loved Guardian had announced at the 
Stockholm conference the goals for 
Europe. We were told at that time 
thal our assemblies must be quad
rupled during the Crusade, meaning 
that eight would be needed by 1963. 
Also, that our other goals were the 
establishment of the National Spirit· 
ual Assembly, the acquisition of the 
Haziratu'l-Quds and the National En
do~ent,_ and the achievement of 
National Incorporati-on. 

In conclusion Mr. Marangella 
pointed out that we have already 
achieved two of these goals, namely 
the l;Ia:firatu'I-Quds in Paris which 
win become national when the Na
tional Assembly is formed, and the 
National Endowment. 

Shoghi Effendi has specified that 
France will form its National Spirit
ual Assembly during the mid-point of 
the Crusade. and has designated cer
tain cities in France as goal cities. 
These are Orleans, Marseilles, Bor
deaux, Strasbourg, Metz, Dijon, 
Nancy. Poitiers, and Lille. With the 
recent settlement of Miss Honor 
Kempton in Nancy, Mrs. Amelia 
Bowman in Strasbourg, and Mr. 
Charles Somers in Metz, all goals 
have been opened except Dijon. 

At the Sunday evening session on 
Septemher I, .Dr. Grossmann was 
most informative in discussing ques
tions put to us during our teaching 
efforts. He answered such questions 
as: What is the difference between 
good and evil? Does God answer 
every prayer? What is soul and 
spirit? Why should we pray'! What 
is obedience? 

He pointed out that when a soul 
becomes a Baha'i it is changed, and 
it will attract everything in a dif
ferent way. 

The Monday morning session was 
given over to Louis Henuzet, mem
ber of the Auxiliary Board, who gave 
an illuminating and comprehensive 
presentation on the Administrative 
Order. 

That afternoon 35 of us travelled 
by chartered bus to the nearby city 
of Marseilles for a public meeting 
at the Foyer-Theatre Massalia. Mr. 
Henllzet gave a brilliant talk on 
"Which to Choose: Science or Re
ligion?" Seventy-two persons at
tended this meeting. 

In recalling the spirit of the entire 
week, these words came to mind: 
"Know thou of a cert ainty that Love 
is the secret of God I s holy Dispen
sation, the manifestation of the All
Merciful, the fountain of spiritual 
outpourings, Love is heaven's kindly 
light, the Holy Spirit's eternal breath 
that vivifies the human soul." (The 
Divine Art of Living, page 108.) 

We had, one and all, been re
freshed at the fountain of that love, 
and our souls were truly vivified and 
illumined. As we journeyed home
ward. we were resolved that we 
would accomplish more than ever 
this year. 

-AYNED MCCOMB 

Correction 
The United Nations Non·Govern

mental Organizations Conference in 
Rome, Italy, reported in BAHA'f NEWS 
for September on page 10, was held 
at the Food and Agriculture Admin
istration headquarters instead of 
Foreign Affairs Office. The error 
was due to a misinterpretation of ab
breviations used by Dr. Ugo 
Giachery in his report. 

Second European Conference called by the Hands of the Cause in Europe at the Hotel des Salines, 
Bex les Bains~ SwitzeTland~ on September 22-25~ 1957. 
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HAIL NEWSLETIERS FROM 
LAND OF FAITH'S BIRTH 

Plans for a regular newsletter 
from trim have been received with 
joy and thanksgiving by National As
semblies in many lands, and many 
of their national news publications 
have been reprinting information 
from the first two issues of this news
letter received to date. 

Written over the signature of A. 
Furu tan r secretary of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
iran, the newsletter conveys heart
warming assurances of the steady 
spread of the Faith in the land of its 
birth despite the recent persecutions 
by the Iranian government. 

Following are excerpts from these 
first two issues of the iranian Baha~1 
News: 

Baha'is are at present serving the 
Cause of God in more than 1000 cen
ters throughout fran. In 1955, when 
the persecutions began, there were 
100 centers throughout trim. Con
sidering the difficult circumstances 
under which the friends were work
ing, this is a tremendous achieve
ment, even to a degree that the be~ 
loved Guardian has congratulated 
them. 

The restrictions and persecutions 
of the friends that started in fran in 
1955 are gradually subsiding. The 
government agreed to return all the 
Baha'i I:fa?-iratu'l-Quds, even the Na
tional i:Ia"iratu'l-Quds in Tihran, but 
no meetings are yet held in these 
buildings. 

The news of the activities and vic
torious accomplishments of the 
friends in other parts of the world 
are regularly translated and sent out 
to all the Baha'i communities in iran, 
so that they may rejoice in the suc
cess of their spiritual brethren. 

In Touch With World Center 
One fortunate circumstance that 

compensates for all the persecutions 
of the friends in iran is the constant 
communication with the World Cen
ter of the Cause of God and the be
loved Guardian. 

Cables from the Guardian, mes
sages from the revered Hands of the 
Cause residing in the Holy Land, 
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Local Spiritual Assembly of the BaM',. of Galle, Ceylon, 
formed on April 21, 1957. 

communications of the International 
Baha'i Council, and letters of the 
Eastern Secretary of that Council, 
conveying the instructions of the 
Guardian, have been regularly 
received. 

Each year a great number of the 
friends from fran, and particularly 
from Tihrim, go on holy pilgrimage, 
and on their return bring messages, 
instructions, and glad-tidings from 
the beloved Guardian. Since the 
friends in fran very eagerly meet 
with these pilgrims, the glad-tidings 
from the Holy Land are conveyed to 
a great number of friends, 

During the past year 64 persons 
from tran have gone on holy pilgrim
age and returned to gladden the 
hearts of the friends with their mes
sages and news from the Holy Land, 

In the same period 32 pilgrims 
from fraq made the pilgrimage 
under a schedule of the iranian Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, which is 
responsible for the administration of 
the Faith in 'iraq. 

Letters From Pioneers 

Many letters from Persian pio
neers throughout the world have 
been received by the National As
sem,bly, Here is a sample of such 
letters. Dr. Rahmat Mahajir is one 
of the Baha'i pioneers who is also the 
spiritual conqueror of Mentawai Is
lands. The names of this beloved 
friend and his dear wife are regis
tered on the Roll of Honor. 

He writes: "In Sipapajet, one of 
the Mentawai villages, a Baha'i 
School has been established and 
named 'Tarbiyyat' after the Baha'i 
School of Tihran which was closed 

by the Government in 1933. Mr. Sam
sury, one of the native Baha'is who 
is a very learned person, has re· 
signed his position as a teacher in 
the government schools, and is teach· 
ing the native Baha'is in the Baha'i 
School. 

"The children and the villagers are 
all very happy. So is he of this 
achievement of his. Baha'is of other 
villages complain that Mr. Samsury 
has not been given to them. These 
same natives, who value education 
so much, compete in persuading a 
teacher to go to their village, where
as 'before embracing the Faith did 
not want schools and said, 'God has 
given us copra and chickens, what 
do we want with education? Our chil
dren eat these and grow up.' Now 
these same people build a house for 
the teacher. 

"We are trying to establish Baha'i 
schools in every village, even though 
they may only have one or two 
grades. 

·'Mr. Jamwid Ma'ani, one of the 
Persian pioneers in Indonesia, has 
volunteered, with the approval of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of South 
East Asia, to come to Mentawai and 
spend two years in these islands 
serving the Cause and educating 
Baha'i children. He is very success· 
ful in the service of God, and will 
soon bear the responsibility for one 
of the Baha'i villages all 'by himself. 

"Mr. Rustam Payman is another 
Persian pioneer who is serving these 
islands with utmost sincerity, and 
the natives almost worship him, One 
of the villages has been named 
'Rustamabad' after him, He is going 
to assume total responsibility for one 
of the villages, 
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Local Spiritual AssemblY of the BaM'is of Sao Caetano, 
BTazil, formed on April 21, 1957. 

"I am writing this letter from the 
Sipora Island, one of the Mentawai 
Islands. The people of this island 
are, for the most part, Christian, but 
there are also a few Muslim villages. 
I believe it will be very easy to 
teach the Faith in this island, and 
in the future these people will em
brace the Faith in groups, because 
they are ready for the message of 
God. 

"The site of the Ma@riqu'l-Adhkar 
in Mentawai has also been pur
chased, Mrs. Mahajir was instru
mental in accomplishing this goal." 

Iberian Peninsula 

HAZiRA TU'L-QUDS 
DEDICATED AT LISBON 
ON BAB'S BIRTHDAY 

The day of the dedica tion of the 
!:Ia?iratu'I.Quds, October 20, the An
niversary of the birth of the glorious 
Bab, was a splendidly brilliant one 
in Lisbon. Since June 21, 1957, date 
of the acquisition, things had been 
stirring this new Baha'i Center in 
the Garden Quarter, District of Lu· 
miar (light). Richard Nolen had 
come from his pioneer post in the 
Azores Islands to help with moving. 
and Carlos Salomiio of Portugal had 
put the pla ce in bright condition for 
its new function. 

The beloved Guardian had written 
to the Iberian friends on October 21, 
1956, saying that "to establish these 
essential institutions of the Faith at 

this time is of great importance, and 
the believers will find, when they 
have their own center, how it will 
become a focal point for their ac
tivities and how it will attract to the 
Faith souls with capacity, who, when 
they understand the Teachings, will 
be eager to join the ranks of the 
Baha'is and reinforce their efforts." 

Believers and their friends came 
from Oporto, Lisbon, and Portimao. 
making about 23 in all. On Sunday 
morning they gathered in the large, 
light. upstairs room with its large 
porch overlooking the campus of the 
University of Lisbon, now under con
struction but still mostly farmland. 
Mr. Jose Serra, chairman of the Lis
bon Spiritual Assembly, welcomed 
the guests and presented Mr. Angelo 
Carneiro, member of the Iberian Re
gional National Spiritual Assembly, 
who presided thereafter. Since Dr. 
Ugo Giachery, Hand of the Cause, 
was not able to attend, Mr. Joel 
Marangella of Orleans, France, an 
Auxilliary Board member, came in 
hig stead. 

Mter music and prayers Mr. 
Marangelia gave a short discourse, 
mentioning the pioneers who had 
worked to build the Baha'i commu
nity of Portugal. He then explained 
the importance of the institution of 
the I:Ia~iratu'I-Quds. as well as the 
urgency of teaching and spreading 
the Message of Baha'u'Uah. In the 
name of the Guardian, the I:Ia~iratu'l
Quds of Lisbon was declared official
ly dedicated to the service of the 
Faith. 

, 
Mr. Ventura Rodriquez then read 

the following tenderly stirring mes
sage of the Guardian, written to the 
Iberian believers in his own hand 
on July 2, 1957, but indeed a galva: 
nizing stimulus to all who labor for 
the Faith wherever they might be: 

"The recent achievements of my 
dearly loved friends, labouring so de
votedly in the Iberian Penninsula, 
hag filled my heart with feelings of 
joyous admiration and profound 
thankfulness. I cannot but marvel at 
their consecration, their fidelity, 
their perseverance and untiring en
deavours for the furtherance of so 
glorious a Cause. 

"The Plan, with which their spirit
ual destiny is so closely bound up, 
must be prosecuted with inflexible 
resolve and utter dedication to its 
aims and purposes. They must not 
rest for a secondt and, with hearts 
afire with the love of God and fixed 
on the ideals of his infinitely precious 
Faith, must labour systematically 
and unitedly until all the objectives 
of the Plan they now prosecute 
with such noble determination are 
achieved. 

IrUpon the discharge of their pres
ent responsibilities must depend to a 
large extent the enlargement of the 
scope of their glorious mission, and 
the initiati'On of a still more momen
tous stage in the evolution of their 
institutions within the orbit of our 
gloriOUS Faith. 

"Theirs is a mighty and sacred 
responsibility which they must not, 
under any circumstance, abandon or 
neglect. Theirs is a priceless oppor
tunity which they must sieze with 
promptitude and eagerness, and 
utilize to the utmost until that reo 
sponsibility is fully and befittingly 
discharged. 

"The Concourse on High watches 
over them, ready to vouchsafe its aid 
and confer its blessing on their val
iant and concerted endeavours. The 
Author of the Divine Plan will, as 
promised by Him in His epoch-mak
ing Tablets, assist them to surmount 
whatever 'Obstacles they may en
counter in their path, and cro'WD. 
their historic enterprise with a re
sounding victory. The Founder of the 
Faith, Himself, will not fail to re
ward them, in His Own Kingdom! 
and in accordance with His wisdom 
and bounty, for their share in the 
furtherance of the interests of His 
world encompassing Order, and to 
exalt them amidst the company of 
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His immortal saints and heroes 
dwelling in the Abha Kingdom. 

HThat they may prove themselves 
worthy of their high calling, that they 
may excite, by the quality and range 
of their achievements, the admi. 
ration of their 'brothers in aU the con
tinents of the globe, that they may 
hasten, by the very nature of their 
exertions, the advent of the day when 
they will have entered upon a still 
more exalted stage in their collec. 
tive advancement on the high road 
of their destiny-is a prayer that I 
will continue to offer with an the fer
vour of my soul, at the Threshold of 
His Most Holy Shrine." SHOGHI. 

A signed message from the Hands 
of the Cause in America, Mrs. 
Corinne True, Mr. Horace Holley, 
and Mr. Paul Haney, was read, fol
lowed by messages from the Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies of the 
U.S., and Iberia, as well as the vari
ous local spiritual assemblies. Lov
ing gifts were acknowledged, among 
these being a large framed portrait 
()f the Master, 'Abdu'I·Bahii, from the 
Azores Group; two hand-wrought 
iron wall lamps made by two of the 
Lisbon friends; a beautiful photo
graph album with historic pictures 
from the Oporto friends: a precious 
framed Greatest Name given by an 
Oporto friend; a beautiful leather
worked Greatest Name brought by 
Joel Marangella. 

Carlos Sa1omao, vice chairman of 
the Lisbon Spiritual Assembly, 
raised a prayer that the Faith in 
Portugal would grow fast and strong, 
and as straight as the little green 
cypress about to be planted in the 
nine-sided pool. With the triumphant 
"Ode to Joy'l from Beethoven's Ninth 
Symphony, the friends filed outside 
to the garden to plant the tree, to 
take photographs, and then to par
take of material food to balance the 
abundant spiritual feast. 

The first part of the afternoon was 
devoted to the celebration of the An
niversary of the birth of the Babt 

with prayers and a short talk by 
Jose Serra. At four o'clock on this 
joyous day a first Summer School 
session under National auspices was 
held as a result of the Guardian's re
cent instructions to hold more such 
reunions even though very small. 
Virginia Orbison, member of the Na
tional Teaching Committee, pre
sided, and short but instructive dis
courses were given by Angelo Car
neiro, who gave a masterly introduc
tion to the Faith with logical and per
suasive argument; Joaquim ClUlha, 
who read a paper on the 12 prin
ciples; Joel Marangella, who spoke 
on the importance of the Summer 
Schools and teaching: and Carlos 
Salomao, who spoke movingly on 
the spiritual aspects of the Baha'f 
Faith. 

Public Meeting at the National School of Drama, Asuncion, Paraguay, on 
October 14, 1957, with over 50 persons attending. Roque Centuria neft) is 
introducing Roberto Cazearra of Montevideo~ Uraguay. Both are members 
oj the National Spiritual Assembly of Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay, 
and Uraguay. This was one Of four pub He meetings held in conjunction with 

the second Regiona~ Baha'i Congress on October 13. 
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After tea and a social time, the 
friends took leave of each other with 
glowing faces reflecting new and 
promise-laden resolves for the fulfill
ing of all of the goals of the Ten-Year 
Plan and the triumph of Baha'u'lIah's 
Faith in Portugal. A "",ble was sent 
to the beloved Guardian assuring 
him of the love of the friends and of 
their renewed impulse to go forward 
on thi s day of the Dedication of the 
Haziratu'l-Quds of Lisbon, the Armi
~e~sary of the Bab. October 20, 
1957-144. 

- VmGINIA ORHISON 

Ge~many. A ust~ia 

DIFFICULTIES CONTINUE 

ON TEMPLE SITE 

The negotiations for the Temple 
site at DiedenbergeniTaunus have 
been continued with the Government 
of Hesse, the National Spiritual As
sembly of Germany and Austria 
r-eports. 

Unfortunately another difficulty 
has arisen which seems insurmount
ahle. The projected building would 
be standing too close to a beacon, 
which will be enlarged, for directing 
the airplanes so that the authorities 
of the airport had to refuse their ap
proval, for strictly technical reasons. 

A definite answer. however, has 
not yet been received as it is chan
neled through the Government. In all 
probability the fact must be faced 
that another location has to be found. 

The Temple design was further de
veloped in order to meet with the 
requests of the Guardian and recon
cile the desired building with the 
restrictions put up by the author. 
ities. The present plans seem to meet 
with these two requirements. 

North East Asio 

FIRST SUMMER SCHOOL 

HELD IN KOREA 

Anticipated by three preceding win
ter and summer conferences in that 
same city, the first Baha'i SUmmer 
School of Korea took place in 
Kwangju, Korea, September 28, 29, 
and 30, having been called into he
ing by the heloved Guardian in his 
message to the first Baha'i Conven
tion of North East Asia as one of 
the goals of the Six-Year Plan for 
that area. 
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Exceeding both in the depth of the 
teaching offered and in the maturity 
of the believers attending any pre
vious gathering of Baha'is in Korea, 
the session began on a serious note 
when early the first day Hand of the 
Cause of God Agnes Alexander slip
ped and fell on the stone steps of 
the meeting place, spraining her an· 
kle. But the prayers of the following 
morning brought unity as well as 
healing, and the school continued 
with an ever-deepening tone, 

The talk by William Maxwell on 
the successive purifications of the 
Water of Life; the reading and ex
planation of the "Tablet of Carmel" 
by Noureddin Momtazi and his re
counting of his experiences in meet
mg both 'Abdu'l-Baha and the Guard
ian in different times, places, and 
conditions; the reading and elucida~ 
tion of pOrtions of the ~'Will and 
Testament" of 'Abdu'I-Baha and the 
explanation of the Guardianship by 
Hand of the Cause Miss Alexander, 
as well as her very presence itself
a blessing to this opening school un
equalled in the history of any of the 
previous conferences - these stand 
out as the most memorable aspects 
of an entirely successful and unfor~ 
gettable "summer" school. And the 
following cablegram from the be~ 

loved Guardian revealed the reason 
for its success: "Delighted, Assure 
attendants fervent prayers extension 
activities consolidation newly born 
institution. Deepest love." 

-Wn.L1AM H. MAXWELL 

Central and East Africa 

SIGN CONTRACT 
FOR FOUNDATION 
OF AFRICA TEMPLE 

On October 22, 1957, the contract 
for the building of the foundations 
of the Mother Temple of Africa was 
signed, This initial contract will 
cover the building of the Temple to 
the floor level, including the exterior 
steps, 

There have been a number of un
fortunate delays which now seem to 
be behind us, and the building will 
go ahead with all speed. 

During the three months estim a ted 
for this preliminary foundations 
work, all drawings for the main con. 
tract will have been completed and 
submitted to those Government au
thorities directly concerned with 
such work, and whose approval must 
be granted; bills of quantity will 
have been finalized; the main con
tractor chosen, and contracts signed. 

On the site of the Temple there is 
no water? so after considering all 
aspects, it was decided to make ar· 
rangements for the sinking of a bore. 
hole. DrilJing for this has already 
commenced, and when water is 
struck a considerable saving in the 
cost of the Temple is envisaged. 

Kampala is greatly honored. for 
before the foundations work is com
pleted, during the African Intercon
tinental Conference in J.anuary 1958. 
Amatu'I·Baha Rliryiyyih Khanum 

...... -.-.-~...... --
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will place in the foundations a por
tion of the precious earth from the 
inmost Shrine of Baha'u'llah. Also in 
the foundations will be placed, by the 
revered Hand of the Cause Musa 
Baniwi, a casket containing a small 
quanity of the plaster from the ceil. 
ing of the rOOm in the fortress of 
Milh-Ku, where the Bab was im. 
prisoned. 

Shortly after this great occasion, 
work on the main building is sched
uled to commence, and it is hoped 
that the Temple will be completed by 
March 1959. 

-PHILIP HAINSWORTH 

South East Asia 

PUBLICATIONS IN FIVE 
LANGUAGES COMPLETED 

Five languages are represented in 
new pUblications announced by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of South 
East Asia. They include: 

Message of Bahti'u'lldh OT Adajaran 
Bahri'u'Udh published in the Indones
ian language; Baha'i Faith-A Faith 
for Unity in the Toaradja language; 
Baha'i Teachings faT a World Faith 
published in the Batak and Javi lan
guages; and Buddha and Amitalma 
in Chinese. 

In addition. the work of reviewing 
of the translation of Baha'u'Uah and 
the New ETa into the Indonesian lan
guage is nearing completion, and it 
is hoped that the printing will be 
completed in the near future. 

Italo-Swiss Summer School held at Hote~ des Salines, Bex les Bains, Switzerland, on September 
13-20, 1957. 
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Australia 

ENDOWMENT ESTABLISHED 
TO CONSTRUCT SCHOOL 

The pioneer in New Hebrides, 
Mrs. Bertha Dobbins, has conducted 
a school in her home at Port Vila 
which has been recognized by the 
Guardian as one of three Baha'i 
schools in the Pacific area. She re
cently has received notice to vacate 
her residence there. 

To insure the continuance of this 
School, the National Spiritual As
sembly of Australia has established 
a HNew Hebrides Endowment." At 
least £2500 is required in order to 
purchase land and construct a build
ing suitable for use as a residence 
and school for Mrs. Dobbins for the 
preservation of this historic enter
prise. 

North East Afri" .. 

TRANSLATE "25 YEARS 
OF GUARDIANSHIP" 
INTO ARABIC 

The National Translation and Re
viewing Committee of the North East 
Mrica National Spiritual Assembly 
has published the translation of 
"Twenty-Five Years of the Guard
ianship" by RUQiyyih Khfulum into 
the Arabic language. 

Wide distribution h as been tmder
taken, the National Assembly re
ports, to enable the friends to under
stand more fully the institution of the 
Guardianship, leading to a better 
understanding of the Faith and 
greater loyalty to the Sign of God on 
Earth. 

EGYPT, SUDAN BAHA'iS 
INSPIRED BY VISIT 
OF HAND OF CAUSE 

During the month of October the 
friends of Egypt and of the SUdan 
had the privilege of a visit from the 
Hand of the Cause in Africa, Mr. 
Musa Banani, Mrs. Banani, and Aux
iliary Board Member Aziz Yazdi. On 
the instructions of the beloved 
Guardian, Mr. Banam cheered the 
friends with the glad tidings af the 
progress of the Cause in the African 
Continent as well as in the Pacific 
Ocean areas. 

The news of the initiative steps to 
construct the Baha~i Temple in Kam
pala, heart of the African Continent, 
was a source of greater momentum 
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Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Burnside, South 
Australia, formed on April 21, 1957. 

to the desire of the friends to keep 
apace with the march of the World 
Crusade, filling them with renewed 
energy to serve faithfully toward the 
great Jubilee of 1963. 

Mr. Banani met with the National 
Spiritual Assembly as well as the Lo· 
cal Spiritual Assemblies of Cairo, 
Port-Said, and Alexandria. As a re
suit of these meetings many of the 
friends took immediate steps to 
pioneer. 

-BADI BUSHRUI 

North west Alrie .. 

CONTACT KABYL BERBERS, 
MUSLIMS OF M'ZAB 

Northwest Africa Baha'i News has 
published an account of the visit of 
Mr. Attar, the Regional Teaching 
Committee secretary, of Algiers, to 
Bone, where during four days he con
tacted some Kabyl Berbers, who 
showed interest in the Faith. 

The highlight of this teaching trip 
by Mr. Attar was his visit to M'zab, 
600 kilometers south of Algiers, 
where no previous Bahati had set 
foot. Some of the Algiers contacts 
were in M'zab. Mr. Attar taught the 
Faith to many people, among whom 
was. the chief religious man, who is 
the head of the progressive Muslims 
of M'zab. Two hours were spent in 
talking with him, and Mr. Attar left 
copies of the Kitdb-i-tqcin and A Trav
eler's Narrative. 

Mr. Attar wrote: "And in this way 
I taught the Faith discreetly or plain
ly, and gave proofs of the authen
ticity of the Blessed Perfection in 
their meetings or Feasts either indi
vidually or collectively. In all, the 

Faith was taught to more than 200 
persons, but the number with whom 
I had direct contact and to whom I 
had spoken a few times is 27." 

One contact em·braced the Faith 
and said he would come to declare 
in Algiers, while six others .are very 
near declaration. 

Alask .. 
FIVE NSA MEMBERS 
TO PIONEER 

Five members of the National 
SpiritUal Assembly of Alaska, newly 
formed last April, have made de
cisions to pioneer. 

Robert Moul and his family will 
move to a goal in southeastern 
Alaska; Warren and Kathy Rodgers 
will move to Nome; and Verne and 
Janet Stout will move to the goal 
area of Matanuska Valley, 50 miles 
northwest of Anchorage. 

Nome is a goal for the formation 
of a local assembly by next April, 
and.at present has only one pioneer; 
the goals to be filled by these friends 
are virgin areas. 

Notional Assembly Incorporated 
A further goal of the World Cru

sade was attained on September 25, 
1957, with the signing of the legal 
papers for the incorporation of the 
National Spiritual Assembly by the 
office of the Attorney General in 
Juneau. 

Temple Site Land Approved 
The National Assembly also re

ports that the Guardian has approved 
the three-acre gift tract of land for 
a Temple site, reported in BAHA'i 
NEWS for September. 
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INTERRACIAL COMMITTEE 

ANNOUNCES PROGRAM 

With the approval of the National 
Spiritual Assembly, the Baha'i Inter
racial Teaching Committee has 
adopted a three-part program for the 
current year. Part I is directed to
ward teaching the Negro people in 
the south - our greatest national 

challenge; Part II offers suggestions 
for the local observance of Negro 
History Week February 9-15. 1958, 
and Part III outlines Baha'i activities 
for Race Amity Day, June 10, 1958. 

Bulletin Available 

The committee's bulletin, being 
mailed to local spiritual assemblies 
and available to isolated believers 
on request, describes the Baha'i Tole 
in each of these three endeavors, 
with major emphasis on Part I _ 
the year-found, continuing, two-fold 
responsibility of the American Baha'i 

• 'Not By TIle Fone 01 NumiJers ••• " 
Not by the .f0~ce of numbers, not by the mere exposition of a set of new 

and. noble pnnctples, not by an organized campaign of teaching - no 
matter how worldwide and elaborate in its character - not even by the 
staunchness of Our faith Or the exaltation oj OUT enthusiasm, can we ulti
mately hope to vindicate in the eyes of a critical and sceptical age the 
supT~~e claim of the Ablui Revelation. One thing and only one thing wi!! 
unfad'mgly and alone secure the undoubted triumph of this sacred Cause 
na.mely, the extent to which our own inner hte and private character mirro; 
forth in their manifold aspects the splendor of those eternal principles pro
claimed by Bahci'u'Uclh. 

-SHOGm EFFENDI, Baha'i Administration, p. 66 

~is is the story of Jay, through whose example and devotion a capable, 
dedicated soul has been won for service to Bahil'u'llah and His Cause in 
another land. 

Jay is almost 80 years of age. For many months he was in the county 
hospital recovering from broken bones and severe bruises after having been 
struck by a motorist. He lives alone, in one small room, and he does his own 
shopping. 

One day a passerby, a business visitor from a South American country, 
saw Jay struggling on his way home with a bag of groceries, with a cane to 
help support his still-weak leg. He assisted Jay to his room. and after they 
had. visited a few minutes Jay asked his visitor ~~the question." The stranger 
was at once so interested that he stayed for almost an hour asking questions, 
and departed with a few Baha'i pamphlets. 

A few days later the young man returned, asked more questions, and 
again left with liteTature. The next week Jay invited him to go to the fireside 
of another believer, and here his eager interest became an inspiration to the 
group of Baha'is and non-Baha'is studying the teachings together. Within a 
few weeks he was completely convinced of the validity, the aims, and the 
purposes of the Cause of Baha'u'llah. and applied to the local spiritual as
sembly for enrollment, that he might return to his home fully prepared to 
play his part in the consolidation of this new Faith in his own city and 
country. 

A war refugee from Central Europe to South America, and sent to the 
United States by his business firm for specialized training, this young man 
found through this "chance" acquaintance the real purpose of life shining 
through the broken pattern of his past, and it is Jay, whom he loves as a 
father, who gave him the key_ 

This is a glowing example of the truth that everywhere there are ready 
souls waiting to receive the Message and that no Baha'i is ever too old, too 
feeble, tco poor, to attract and win for Baha'u'llah new "recruits" with the 
fire and capacity to spread the light of His Cause in places and lands far 
beyond the reach of him who mentions the blessed Name of his Lord. 
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community, namely to attract and 
win more Negroes in the south as 
recruits for Baha'u'llah and to fear~ 
lessly demonstrate everywhere, in
cluding the south, the oneness of 
mankind. Teaching aids and other 
suggestions are offered, including 
ways and means of checking the rea~ 
sons why the Negro contact or seeker 
does not go all the way and become 
a Baha'i. 

Negro Hi,tory Week 
While the assemblies and Baha'i 

groups are not expected to sponsor 
Negro History Week this year to the 
extent this was done last year, the 
excellent groWld work that was laid 
and the fine relationships and con~ 
tacts established with Negro leaders 
and local organizations interested in 
interracial work must not be allowed 
to wither. 

Active participation in local Negro 
History Week observances should be 
Offered, and this as soon as possible 
so as to be in On the planning stage. 
Again, the Interracial Teachmg Com~ 
mittee's bulletin suggests how this 
might be done. 

Race Amity Day 
In line with the Guardian's hope 

that the Baha'i-sponsored Race 
Amity Day may achieve the same 
national recognition that is accorded 
World Religion Day, all Baha'i com
munities and groups are urged to 
cooperate in making the observance 
of this event a full-scale undertaking 
this year. The Committee outlines 
how this can be done and suggests 
a wide variety of local programs that 
can be undertaken "to celebrate the 
Baha'i teaching of the Oneness of 
Mankind, the distinguishing feature 
of the Revelation of Baha'u'llah." 

In planning .and carrying out any 
and all of thes€ three aspects of in
terracial teaching work, the interest, 
talents, and vitality of BaM'i youth 
should not be overlooked. Youth 
members might well be added to the 
planning and contact committees, 
and the panel of speakers or for 
group discussion should, if at all 
possible, include a Baha'i youth. 

The Committee welcomes requests 
for suggestions and help in making 
interracial teaching an outstanding 
and significant aspect of local teach
ing effort this year. 

:.....:....BAnA'i INTERRACIAL 

TEACHING COMMITTEE 



TWO EDITIONS OF 

CATALOG AVAILABLE FROM 
BAHA'I PUBLISHING TRUST 

_,." __ ... 4.... "_ 
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The new general catalog is now 
available from the Baha'i Publishing 
Trust, and is being sent to all local 
librarians, national committees, and 
isolated Baha'is who have accounts 
with the Publishing Trust. Extra 
copies will be included in next ship
ments of book orders for locallibrar
ians to furnish to their local commit
tees. This general edition of the cata
log includes everything available at 
time of its publication. It is not in
tended for distribution to contacts, 
bookstores, or anyone except Baha'is 
who order literature, as it contains 
many Teaching and Administrative 
aids of no interest to non-Baha'Is. 

Compton Judicia~ District, CaHf., Baha'i Children's Class. 

All new publishing items, or items 
going out of print, as well as any 
price changes, are listed regularly in 
BAHA'i NEWS and catalogs should be 
kept current from this source of in
formation which is readily accessible 
to everyone. 

·Special. Edition Prepared for 
Bookstores and Contacts 

A special, briefer edition of the 
Baha'i Literature Catalog has now 
been made available for furnishing 

to the book trade (bookstores, 
dealers, etc.), and also for giving to 
contacts who are seriously interested 
in ordering Baha'i books. 

The Publishing Trust receives 
many requests from communities 
and individuals concerning informa
tion on handling of Baha'i books by 
a local bookstore. There is no reason 
why a local assembly should not 
encourage the handling of Baha·i 
books by a local bookstore, or sug· 
gest titles most likely to be in de
mand from the pUblic. From this 
point on, however, the bookstore 
should deal directly with the Publish
ing Trust. The local assembly 

United Nations Day observance sponsored by the Baha'i group of Durham, 
N. C., in association with the Harriet Tubman Branch of the Y.W.C.A. 
Speak.ers included a physician from India, and a guest from Liberia. S~ides 
of the United Nations Organization were shown, and records of many lands 
were played. The meeting was closed with the Baha'i prayer for Unity, and 

an hemr of feltowship fol!owed. 

s~ould in no way act as a supplier 
Or dealer, since it is a non-profit or
ganization stocking literature solely 
for its own religious purposes. Either 
the book dealer can write direct to 
the Publishing Trust in Wilmette 
for information, or the local as
sembly can furnish the Trust with 
the name and address of the book 
dealer. In either case the necessary 
information, together with the spe
cial catalog, will be sent to the book 
dealer direct. 

Most bookstores are aware of the 
source for ordering Baha'i books 
through ads and listings of titles in 
The Trade List Annual, Books In 
Print, The Pu.blisher's Weekly, and 
other trade reference sources. 

Baha'is desiring copies of this spe· 
cial edition of the catalog for inter
ested contacts may order them 
through their local librarians at cost 
price of $.10 per copy. (See Publish· 
ing Trust section). 

LIST COLLEGES NEEDING 
STUDENT PIONEERS 

The College Bureau now has a list 
of colleges where Baha'i students are 
needed. It would be appreciated if 
all students interested in going to col· 
lege next fall or transferring at the 
end of the semester would contact 
the College Bureau, P. 0, Box 956, 
Stanford, Calif. This is a chance for 
students who want to pioneer at 
home while still in schooL 

This Committee still has not heard 
from all students enrolled in univer
sities and colleges. It would be ap· 
preciated if every student would 
write immediately. 
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SUNDAY MORNING LSA 

MEETINGS SUGGESTED 

An unusual solution to the problem 
of finding enough tim e for local 
spiritual assembly and committee 
meetings without detracting from 
teaching activities has been sug
gested by the Birmingham, Ala., 
Local Spiritual Assembly, 

"In our efforts to give adequate 
time to local spiritual assembly 
meetings and other planning work, 
and still not detract from the time 
and effort we wish to give to actual 
teaching, we feel that we have struck 
on an excellent compromise. 

LCWe hold one major assembly 
meeting at ~:30 a.m. the first Sunday 
of every month. We feel that in this 
we come to our consultation fresh 
and unhurried. In addition to this, 
the assembly members meet for a 
brief (one-half hour) meeting pre
eeeding ea-ch Nineteen Day Feast. 

HIn this way we can keep our work 
up-ta-date, take care of any urgent 
things that may come up, and still 
not take away an evening or other 
time which could otherwise be given 
to other activities." 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
Yakima Herald, Sunday, June 23, 

1951, published a feature story by 
Velma Baylor on the artistic career 

WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 
Fifth Year: 195.7-1958 

Annual Budget ........ $425,000.00 
Total Requirements: 

May I to October 31 
Total Contributions: 

May 1 to October 3} 

212,500.00 

l54,OOO.{]O 

-NATIONAL SpmITUAL ASSEMBLY 

of Mrs. Victor de Araujo, with 
a photo of the artist seated at her 
easel. "Both Mr. and Mrs. de Araujo 
are active in the Baha'i Faith and 
take part in study classes and 
firesides." 

"Elijah's Mountain Today" is the 
title of an article on Mount Carmel 
by Paula Arnold published in The 
Evening Sun, Baltimore, Md., on 
May 30, 1951. "Easily the most spec
tacular building on Mount Carmel, 
however, is not any of the churches 
mentioned, but the Baha'i Temple 
(Le., Shrine of the Bab) with its 
golden cupola, standing halfway up 
the Mount, above landscaped gar
dens, visible from every point of the 
town." 

Mercer Crose, Minneapolis Trib~ 

une staff writer, devoted consider
able space to an article on the Faith 
in the Morning Tribune of May 27. 
1957, under the title HBahit'is Stress 
Unity." " 'The earth is but one coun~ 
try, and mankind its citizens.' So 
reads the message over one of the 

Baha'i Children's Classes at Evergreen Cabin, West Englewood, N. J" held 
each Sunday morning under the sponsorship of the Area Teaching Com

mittee f~r t~e N,!rth Atlantic States. 
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entrances to the beautiful ornate 
temple of Wilmette. Illinois. It is 
the basic message of the Baha'i 
world faith. a little-understood re~ 
ligion that believes in the eventual 
coming together of all races, nations, 
classes and creeds. H 

Under the caption "World Melting 
Pot of Faiths" the Chicago American 
on October 24, 1957, published an ar
ticle from Jerusalem which stated 
that "Haifa is world headquarters 
for the Baha'i Faith, whose Ameri
can Temple is located in Wilmette." 

The Delta Trading Co., Inc., of Tel
Aviv, Israel, has produced a beau
tifully illustrated Jewish calendar 
with an illustration faCing each 
month. For December 1957 the illus
tration is a large photograph of the 
Baha', International Archives build
ing overlooking the Bay of Haifa. 

The PubHshers' Auxiliary for Oc
tober 19, 1957, lists the special events 
for 1958, January through June, 
taken from the list compiled by the 
Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States. World Religion Day appears 
as of January 19. 

The Negro History BuUetin, a 
monthly published by the Association 
for the Study of Negro Life and His
tory, Inc., Washington, D,C., fea
tured in its October 1957 number 
a detailed article, "Baha'is Report 
Successful Nationwide Negro History 
Week Observance/' with photo
graphs of meetings held in Yakima 
Wash.; Wilmington, Del.; Monrovia' 
Calif.; and Philadelphia, Pa. ' 

On October 12, 1957, the Baha'is of 
Little Rock, Ark., published the 
statement on "The Oneness of Man
kindt> as a paid advertisement. This 
message appeared in the very center 
of the agitation against race inte
gration. Already requests for litera
tUre have been received in Wilmette 
from seekers in Arkansas. 

Los Gatos Times-Saratoga Ob
server, August 23, 1957, announced 
that Mr. and Mrs, Glenn Lissner, re
cently returned from Nigeria, would 
present a program at the home of 
Mrs. Hansen, Kings Acres. The Liss
ners were described as members of 
the Baha'i World Faith. 

Paris (France) Pr€sse'l'intransi. 
geant, March 21, 1957, reproduced 
from the Frankfurter Rundschau an 
article reporting that the German 
Baha'is, after purchasing a Temple 
site near Frankfurt, would be obliged 
to await a permit by decision of the 
regional court. 
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On November 3, 1957, the Chicago 
Sunday Tribune published an article 
reporting the decision of the court 
approving the construction of the 
Baha'i Home in Wilmette and an
nOWlcing plans for an early begin
ning of construction, The Cook 
County Circuit Court upheld the per
mit given to the Baha'i Temple Trus
tees by the Village Board after ap
proving a variation in the zoning. 

What We Believe 
If we are not sure what we believe, 

then the fault is our oum. The re
sponsibility rests with each one of 
us to acquire a sound basic knowl .. 
edge of Baha'i teachings and Baha', 
history so that we may have in OttT 

minds the complete picture ready 
fOT presentation to anyone who is 
interested. It must be an accurate 
picture and it can he an accurate 
picture if we are wilHng to make 
the effort. 

-AUSTRALIAN Baha~i BuUetin 

1958 Baha'i Calendar. Our 1958 calen· 
dar carries the four-color reproduc
tion of the Shrine of the Bah which 
was originally selected as the frontis
piece in Baha'i World VDI. XII by the 
beloved Guardian. 

Due to increase in production costs 
on this limited item we are forced 
to raise the price slightly above that 
appearing in our current catalog, 

Per copy ................ $ .30 Net 
Ten copies .............. $2.50 Net 

(Please note the net price, which 
means no discount) 

Sample Pamphlet Kit. Here is a kit 
made up of one copy each of OUT 

most useful teaching pamphlets. This 

win enable every Baha'i who is ready 
and willing to teach the Cause, to be 
completely aware of and acquainted 
with the many splendid pamphlets 
and brochures with their variety of 
approaches to the Teachings, suit
able for every contact, fireside, or 
public meeting. (This kit supersedes 
the smaller sized kit of recent years 
made up of only 10 titles). 

30 individual titles ......... " $2.5C 

Baba'i Literature Catalog. Special 
Edition. A briefer edition of the 
Baha'i Literature Catalog, omitting 
many items of interest only to 
Baha'is, has been prepared. This 
may be ordered for giving to Baha'i 
contacts who are seriously interested 
in purchasing Baha'i books. It is 
available at cost. Please read article 
on page 14 for further details, 

Per copy .................... $ .10 

Reduced Price 
Baha'i Answers. Due to the excellent 
response to this most useful item 
and a cost reduction on a large lot 
printing just made, a new lower 
price is offered, The larger lot prices 
listed on this and other pamphlets 
should also be available to individu
als in the local community through 
their local book distribution service, 
The small unit price on ten copies 
remains the same, 

10 copies 
100 copies 
500 copies 

............. $ .75 
................... $ 5.00 
................... $22.50 

Going out of Print 
The following titles aTe low in 

stock and do not appear in new cata
log. If copies are desired they should 
be ordered quickly. 
The Lesser and the Most Great 
Peace. By George Latimer _ The evo· 
lution of wOTld peace as outlined in 
the Baha'! teachings. 

8 copies .................... $ .25 
100 copies .................... $1.00 
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Teaching Handbook. Prepared as the 
Two-Year Program of Preparation 
some years ago, this looseleaf book 
with sections on public meetings, 
publicity, firesides, etc., contains 
practical suggestions useful in all 
phases of local teaching work. 

Per copy .................... $ .75 

Minimum Mail Order, $1.00 

A v a ita Ole from 
BAHA'f PUBLISmNG TRUST 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 

FEASTS 
December 12-Masa'il (Questions) 
December 31-s!.>araf (Honor) 

STATE CONVENTIONS 
December 8 

HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 
December 10-To proclaim lbe 
Baha'i principles of justice for all 
mankind. 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 

January 3, 4, 5 

Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

Weekd.ys 
1 :00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
(Auditorium only) 

Sundays and Holidays 
10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
(Entire building) 

Service of Worship 
Sundays 

3:30 p.m., lasting until 4:15. 
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current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 

Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month. preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1957~58: Mrs, Eunice Braun, chair
man; Miss Charlotte Linfoot, secretary; Mr, Richard C, Thomas. 

Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
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Proclamation by the Hands of the Cause 

to the Baha'is of East and West 

Beloved Friends: 

Nine days had not yet elapsed after the interment of 
the sacred remains of our beloved Guardian, ShdgJU 
Effendi. in London, when the Hands of the Cause, to. 
the number of twenty·six, assembled at the World Cen
ter of the Faith, in our capacity as "Chief Stewards of 
the Embryonic World Commonwealth of Baha'utlIah," 
to consult together on the most tragic situation facing 
the Baha'is since the Ascension of <Abdu'l-Baha, and 
to take all necessary and appropriate measures to. safe
guard the highest interests of our Faith, 

On November 18th the Hands conducted a Memorial 
Meeting at Bahji, in the l;Iaram-i-Aqdas surrounding 
the most sacred Shrine in the Baha'i world, afterward 
entering the Holy Tomb itself and prostrating ourselves 
in utter humility at the Sacred Threshold. 

On the following morning, November 19th, nine Hands 
of the Cause, selected from the Holy Land and the 
several cont.inents of East and West, with 'Amatu'l
Baha R uJ.1iyyih Khiinum, broke the seals placed upon 
the beloved Guardian's safe and desk and made care
ful examination of their precious contents. These same 
Hands, rejoining the other Hands assembled in the 
Mansion of Baha'u'llah at Bahji. certified that Shoghi 
Effendi had left no Will and Testament. It was likewise 
certified that the beloved Guardian had left no heir. 
The Agb.~im (branches) one and all are either dead or 
have been declared violators of the Covenant by the 
Guardian for their faithlessness to the Master's Will 
and Testament and their hostility to him named first 
Guardian in that sacred document. 

The first effect of the realization that no successor 
to Shoghi Effendi could have been appointed·, by him 
was to plunge the Hands of the Cause into the very 

abyss," .despair. What must happen to the world com
munity of I)i.s~Qevp.!;.ed followers if the Leader, the In· 
spirer~ the ;P~er ¢ all Baha'i activities in all coun
tries and isIuhds·- of the seas could no longer fulfill 
his unique mission? 

Guardi".'s life of Complete Sacrifice 

From this dark abyss, however, contemplation of the 
Guardian's own life of complete sacrifice and his peer
less services gradually redeemed our anguished hearts. 
Shoghi Effendi himself, we know, would have been the 
first to remind the Hands and the widespread body of 
the believers, that the Dispensation of Bahft'u'llah has 
quickened those powers and resources of faith within 
mankind which will achieve the unity of the peoples 
and the triumph of His World Order. In this new light 
of understanding the company of the Hands could per
ceive with heightened gratitude the existence of those 
innumerable blessings which Shoghi Effendi had created 
and left as his true legacy to all Baha'is. 

Has not the World Center, wi.th its sacred Shrines and 
institutions, been firmly established? Has not the Mes
sage been established in 254 countries and dependen. 
cies? Have not the National and Regional Spiritual 
Assemblies, forerunners of the Universal House of 
Justice, been implanted in twenty-six great areas of 
all continents? Has not the Guardian left us not only 
his imcomparable translations, for English-reading 
Baha'is, of the Baha'i Sacred Literature but also his 
own master works of interpretation which disclose to 
us the un shatter able edifice of evolving Baha'i Order 
and world community? Has not the Guardian, building 
upon the enduring foundation of the Master's Tablets 
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of fue Divine Plan, created the World Crusade to guide 
our -work until 1963? 

Has not the Guardian, moreover, in his mysterious 
insight into the present and future needs of the Baha'i 
Community, called into being the International Baha'i 
Council and the company of twenty-seven Hands with 
their Auxiliary Boards, whom in his final communica
tion to fue Baha'is, he designated "Chief Stewards of 
the Embryonic World Commonwealth of Baha'u'llahH ? 

Foundations of World Order Strongly Laid 

Such reflections could but, in such a world-shattering 
experience as all Baha'is have this month endured, re
veal to us how strongly Shoghi Effendi has laid the 
foundations ()f the w()rld order ()f Baha'u'IIah furough 
the appointments of Hands of the Cause and likewise 
the appointment of the International Baha'i Council, 
the ins-titution destined to evolve into the Universal 
House of Justice. 

In our capacity of Chief Stewards of the Embryonic 
World Commonwealth of Baha'u'llah, we Hands of the 
Cause have constituted a body of nine Hands to serve 
at the Baha'i World Center. This body of nine Hands will 
energetically deal with fue protection ()f fue Faith 
whenever attacks, whether from within or outside the 
Baha'i commWl-ity, are reported by Hands from their 
areas or by National or Regional Assemblies, or wheth
er they arise within the Holy Land. Correspondence 
will likewise be maintained with the Hands of the 
Cause working in the several continents. This same 
body will correspond with National Assemblies on mat
ters connected with the prosecution of the objectives 
of the Ten Year Plan, On matters involving administra
tive questions this same body will assist National As.
semblies by citing those passages of the Baha'i Sacred 
Literature which direct the Assemblies to a sound 
solu.tion. 

As to the International Baha'i Council, appointed by 
the Guardian and heralded in his communications to 
the Baha'i world, that body will in the course of time 
finally fulfill its purpose furough the formation <>f fue 
Universal House of Justicet that supreme body upon 
which infallibility, as the Master's Testament assures 
us, is divinely conferred: "The source of all good and 
freed from all error." The main work of the Council 
has been to act as the Guardian's representative in 
matters involving the Israeli government and its courts 
of law. 

Our Most Precious Legacy 

Beloved friends! Is not the most precious legacy be
queathed to us all by Shoghi Effendi the privilege of 
constancy in the Faith of Baha'u'llah and devotion in 
teaching His Message? This is fue heartfelt plea we 
direct to every Baha'i: The hour has came, as it came 
with the passing of 'Abdu'l-Baha, when true Baha'is 
will be distin-guished by fueir firmness in the Covenant 
and fueir spiritual radiance while pressing forward 

JANUARY ltSl 

the mighty work committed to every area of the world 
communitYJ-to every individual Baha'il For now our 
implacable opponents may, and probably will, unleash 
attacks, assuming in their ignorance that the Faith of 
Baha'u'llflh is weakened and defenceless. By consecra
tion of spirit we are armed against all manner of as
sault and 'We hold the weapon of faifu with which fue 
triumph of the Guardian's aims and purposes is as
sured. 

The Hands ()f the Cause, determined. to carry out 
every aspect of the Guardian's expressed wishes and 
hopes. call upon the National As sem blies to proceed 
with the holding of the Intercontinental Conferences 
which Shoghi Effendi has planned for 1958, and make 
each of them a great rallying-point of determination 
to achieve fue tasks of fue next phase of the World 
Crusade. We are, moreover, to keep ever before us the 
other ·tasks fixed in the Ten Year Plan as objectives 
to be won by 1963. 

Evolution of Internation.l Bah&'1 Council 

Meanwhile the entire body of the Hands assembled 
by the nine Hands of the World Center will decide when 
and how the International Baha'i COlmcil is to evolve 
through the succesive stages outlined by the Guardian, 
culminating in the call to election of the Universal 
House of Justice by fue membership of all National 
Spiritual Assemblies, 

When that divinely ordained body comes into ex
istence, all the conditions of the Faith can be examined 
anew and the measures necessary for its future oper
ation determined on consultation with the Hands of 
the Cause. 

"0 God, my God! Shield Thy trusted servants from the 
evils of self and passion, protect them with the watch
ful eye of Thy loving kindness from all r aneor, hate, 
and envy, shelter them in the impregnable stronghold 
of Thy Cause and, safe from the darts of doubtfulness, 
make them the manifestations of Thy glorious Signs, 
illumine their faces wifu fue effulgent rays shed from fue 
Dayspring of Thy Divine Unity, gladden fueir hearts 
with the verses revealed from Thy Holy Kingdomt 

strengthen their loins by Thy all,swaying power fuat 
cometh from Thy Realm ()f Glory, Thou art the All
Bountiful, the Protector, the Almighty, the Gracious!" 

"0 ye that stand fast in fue Covenant; When fue 
hour cometh fua t ihis wronged and broken-winged bird 
will have taken its flight unto the celestial Concourse, 
when it will have hastened to fue Realm of fue Unseen 
and its mortal frame will have been either lost or 
hidden neath the dust, it is incumbent upon -the Afnan, 
that are steadfast in fue Covenant of God, and have 
branched from fue Tree of Holiness; fue Hands, (pil
lars) of the Cause of God, (fue glory of fue Lord rest 
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upon them), and all the friends and loved ones, one 
and all to bestir themselves and arise with heart and 
soul in one accord, to diffuse the sweet savors of God, 
to teach His Cause and to promote His Faith. It be
hooveth them not to rest for a moment, neither to seek 
repose. They must disperse themselves in every land, 
pass by every clime and travel throughout all regions. 
Bestirred, without rest and steadfast ·to the end they 
must raise in every land the triumphal cry '0 Thou 
Glory of Glories!' (Ya Baha'u'l-Abha), must achieve 
renown in the world wherever they go, must burn 
brightly even as a candle in every meeting and must 
kindle the flame of Divine love in every a·ssembly; 
that the light of truth may rise resplendent in the mid
most heart of the world, that throughout the East and 
throughout the West a vast concourse may gather under 
the shadow of the Word of God, that the sweet savors 
of holiness may be diffused, that faces may shine 
radiantly, heads be filled with the Divine spirit and 
sollis be made heavenly." 

"In these days, the most important of all things is the 
guidance of the nations and peoples of the world. 
Teaching the Cause is of utmost importance for it is 
the head cornerstone of the foundation itself. This 
wronged servant has spent his days and nights in 
promoting the Cause and urging the peoples ,to service. 
He rested not a moment, till the fame of the Cause of 
God was noised abroad in the world and the celestial 
strains from the Abha Kingdom roused the East and 
the West. The beloved of God must also follow the 
same ex-ample. This is the secret of faithfulness, this 
is the requirement of servitude to the Threshold of 
Bahat" 

Devotedly, in service to the Faith of Baha'u'llah, 

'Amatu'I·Baha 

R~iyyih KMnum 

Charles Mason Remey 

ArneBa E. Collins 

Leroy Ioas 

'Ali Muhammad Varqa 

Tara~'llah Samandari 

'Ali-Akbar Furutan 

Dhikru'llilh Khadem 

~u'a'u'llah jAla'i 

J alar Khazeh 

Horace Holley 

Corinne True 
Paul E. Haney 

Mansion of Baha'ulFah 
Bahji, jAkka, Israel, 
November 25, 1957. 

Herman Grossmann 

Adelbert Muhlschlegel 

U go Giachery 

Musa Banani 

Clara Dunn 

Agnes Alexander 

William B. Sears 

Enoch Olinga 

J obn Robarts 

Hasan Balyuzi 

John Ferraby 

H. Collis Featherstone 

Rahmatu'llah Muhajir 

jAbu'l-Qasim Faizi 

Assembly Gives Grateful Affirmation 

and Pledges of Unqualified Support 

Beloved Baha'i Friends: 

l 

The foregoing message of transcendent importance 
prepared by the twenty·six Hands of the Cause recently 
assembled at the WOTld Center of our Faith was trans
mitted on November 30 to every American Baha'i. This 
Proclamation to the Baha'i world assures all believers 
that, following our tragic loss of the beloved Guardian, 
the World Faith established by Baha'u'llah will have 
continuity and direction. 

On behalf of the entire American Baha'i community? 
the actions taken by the body of the Hands appointed 
by the Guardian have received the grateful affirmation 
of your National Assembly and our whole-hearted 
pledge of unqualified support. 

We unitedly join their heartfelt appeal for renewed 
dedication to the Faith and for energetic action in 
spreading the Message and completing the objectives of 
the Guardian's World Crusade. 

The maturity of the Baha'i world community now 
begins as we collectively press forward to carry out 
the beloved Guardian's expTessed wishes and plans. 
Indeed, in this thirty·six year mission as Guardian. 
Shoghi Effendi has perfected the expression of the 
Divine Guidance we need for years to come, until the 
Universal House of Justice shall have been elected 
and the Master's Will and Testament thereby executed. 
Moreover, the Tablets of the Divine Plan, which the 
Guardian' s successive Seven-Year Plan and the present 
World Crusade brought into the field of action, continue 
to have spiritual vitality until the world of humanity is 
united in one Faith and one Order under the All-PoweT· 
ful Will of God brought to our age by the Bab and 
Baha'u'llith. 

The names of the body of nine elected to serve at the 
World Center are 'Amatu'l-Baha RUhiyyih Khanum, 
Charles Mason Remey, Amelia E. Collins, Leroy C. 
loas, Hasan M. Balyuzi, 'Ali-Akbar Furlitan, JalaI 
Khazeh, Paul E. Haney and Adelbert MUhlschlegel. 

Committee. and A""mblie. Called Upon 

The National Committees and the local Assemblies, 
those important organs of our Baha'i Community, are 
likewise called upon by Our body to function in unity 
and dedication so that the American Baha'is may 
maintain their primacy in devoted service to the Faith. 

Let us cherish in our hearts the conviction that the 
Guardianship remains with us in Shoghi Effendi's 
elucidation of the administrative order, his interpreta
tion of the Baha'i Sacred Writings, and his example of 
supreme sacrifice to the CalI of God addressed to this 
crucial age. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 
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"Consummation 01 Victory Announced 

in Guardian's Message 01 September 5" 

Cable from Hands of Holy Land 

Please announce (to) Hands (of) five continents (and to) all National 
Assemblies (the) heartwarming news (of the) consummation (of the) 
victory, announced (in) Guardian's message (of) September 5, by ,tTansfer 
(of) title deeds (to) all properties within (the) Haram-i-Aqdas to name 
(of) Israel Branch (of) United States National Assembly, thus completing 
purification (of the) area surrounding Most Holy Spot (in the) BaM.'i world. 

-HANDS (OF THE) HOLY LAND 

Cable received December 5, 1957 

Beloved Friends: 
The foregoing announcement transmitted from the Hands in the Holy 

Land through our National Spiritual Assembly to all Hands and National 
Assemblies, provides an occasion for grateful recognition of the providen
tial forces guiding and protecting the Faith of Baha'u'llilh. 

For now the title deeds to all properties :within the Haram-i-Aqdas have 
been transferred to the Israel Branch of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the United States. in conformity with the Guardian's intention. 

The area surrounding the Most Holy Spot within the Baha'i World is now 
completely purified-a symbol of the Guardian's consummation of his 
peerless services, as well as a most significant victory for the Baha'i Faith. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Message From The Hands of the Cause in America 
to the 1957 State Conventions 

Dear Friends: 
By now all American believers 

have received and read with rapt at~ 
tention the Proclamation issued by 
the company of Hands convened in 
the Mansion of Baha'u'llah, outside 
'Akka soon after the interment of 
the s~cred remains of our beloved 
Shoghi Effendi in the London 
cemetery. 

That document builds a bridge for 
the world Baha'i Community from 
the passing of the Guardian to the 
completion of the Ten-Year Plan and 
the eventual formation of the Uni
versal HOllS e of Justice. It assures 
the progressive unfoldment of the 
Baha'i Administrative Order, the 
continuous operation of our local and 
National Assem·blies, and the unin
terrupted teaching of the Message of 
Baha'u'llith. It provides, likew~se, for 
the protection of the Faith from on
slaughts wherever and however di· 
rected against the Faith of God. 

What is the firm founda lion on 
which th'e company of Hands based 

their decisive action in such an un
expected, such a crucial hour for all 
Baha'is? 

It would be well to review together 
on this impressive occasion the .suc~ 
cessive pronouncements made by 
the Guardian in creating the function 
and mission of the Institution of the 
Hands, established by Baha'u'llilh 
and maintained in this era of the 
Faith by provisions in the Master's 
Will and Testament. 

On December 24, 1951, the Guard
ian cabled: '4Hour now ripe (to) 
take long, inevitably deferred step 
(in) conformity (with) provisions 
(of) 'Abdu'l-Baha's Testam'ent ... 
through appointment first contingent 
(of) Hands (of the) Cause of God 
.. . Initial step now taken, regard 
(as) preparatory (to) full develop
ment (of) institution provided in 
'Abdu'l-Baha's Will, paralleled (with) 
preliminary measures ,formation (of) 
International Council destined (to) 
culminate (in) emergence (of) Uni
versal House of Justice." 

JAN OAI, 1958 

In the second cablegram dated 
February 29, 1952, the Guardian used 
these words: "Members (of) august 
body invested (in) conformity (with) 
'Abdu'l-Baha's Testament, two-fold 
sacred function, propagation (and) 
preservation (of the) Faith of 
BahiL'u'lIiib, (are) destined (to) as
sume individually (in the) course 
(of) time (the) direction (of) institu
tions paralleling those revolving 
around (the) Universal House of Jus
tice, supreme legislative body (of) 
the Baha'i World ... ., 

Next, on October 8 of that same 
year the Guardian cabled: HCall 
upon fifteen Hands (of) five conti
nents, by virtue of their supreme 
function as chosen instruments (for 
the) propagation (of the) Faith, (to) 
inaugurate historic mission through 
appointment . . . (of) five Auxiliary 
Boards, (one) each continent, nine 
memhers each, who will as their ad
juncts, or deputies, and working (in) 
conjunction (with) (the) various Na
tional Assem~blies ... assist, through 
periodic, systematic visits (to) 
Baha'i centeI'ls, (in the) efficient, 
prompt execution (of the) twelve 
projected National Plans." 

On April 6, 1954, we received the 
following; "Urge initiation (of) five 
Continental Bahlt'i Funds, which as 
they develop, will increasingly facili
tate (the) discharge (of the) func
tions assigned (to the) Boards." 

"Fervently supplicating (at the) 
Holy Threshold (for an) unprece
dented measure (of) blessings (on 
this) vital, indispensable organ (of 
the) embryonic, steadily unfolding 
Baha'i Administrative Order, presag
ing (the) emergence (of the) World 
Ord.,r (of) BahiL'u'lliib which must 
pave (the) way (for the) establish
ment (of the) World Civilization des
tined (tl» attain rna turity (in the) 
course of successive Dispensations 
(in the) five thousand century 
Baha'i cycle." 

During the course of the present 
year the Guardian made profound 
and significant references to the sta
tion and function of the Hands. 

On June 4, 1957, he cabled: "Di
vinely appointed institution (of the) 
Hands (of the) Cause, invested (by) 
virtue (of the) authority conferred 
(by the) Testament (of the) Center 
(of the) Covenant (with the) twin 
functions of protecting (and) propa
gating (the) Faith of BahiL'u'llah, 
now entering new phase (in the) 
process (of the) unfoldment (of) its 
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Guardian Announces Series of Five Intercontinental Conferences 
and Appointment of Eight Additional Hands of the Cause 

With this issue of BAHA'i NEWS 

each believer wiH receive a copy 
of an epochal document from the be· 
l.oved Guardian beaTing the foregoing 
title and addressed to the Hands of 
the Cause of God and to the Na. 
tional Spiritual Assemblies through
out the toor ld, 

The announcement of five Inter
continental Conferences to be held 
during 1958 in five continents of East 
and West marks another great his
toric turning-point in the annals of 
the Faith of Baha'u'llah. summon-

ing the entire Baha 'f World to a new 
and higher spiritual potency. The 
Guardian's enumeration of the tasks 
perform ed discloses the vast realm 
of vic<torious achievement that the 
believers have already attained since 
,the inception of the Ten-Year Plan. 
His appointment of eight new Hands 
of the Cause effectively strengthens 
this institution created by 'Abdu'l
Bahil in His Will and Testament. 

The conduc<t (}f an Intercontinental 
Conference in Chicago calls for ,the 
formulation of plans which the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly will an· 

nounce to the believers at the earliest 
possible date. 

It is for us now. and continuously, 
to enter into the Guardian's creative, 
triumphant vision and prepare -our
selves spiritually and mentally for 
the conquests required for the COD

summation of the nerl phase of the 
World Crusade, conquests calling for 
the aid of .an infinitely larger num
ber of believers than presently com
prise the commW11ty of the Greatest 
Name. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Second Series of Regional Conferences Attended by Over 2000 Baha'is 

The second series of 15 confer
ences called by the National Spirit
ual Assembly and held during the 
third and fourth weekends of Septem
ber, drew "a remarkable attendance 
of believers num:bering more than 
2,000. 

The purpose of this series was: 
(1) -to discuss the forms of service 
defined in the letter written by the 
Hands of the Cause on J1Ule 19 to 
every American believer, (2) to 
bring to fulfillment the responsibility 
of the individual American Baha 'f 
presented in that letter, and (3) to 
discuss the role of the various in. 
stilutions of the Paith concerned with 
pioneer settlement and teaching work 
under the Ten·Year Plan. The agenda 
consisted of five topics: This Critical 
Period in Baha'i History; Four 
Forms of Service; The Supreme 
Goal; Pioneering OpportWlities, and 

What Can I Do? 
Consciously in the minds of all be

lievers present was this 'sentence in 
the letter from the Hands of the 
Cause: "The most important mo
ment in our entire life is surely that 
in which, at last realizing the real 
measure and purpose of the Guard
i'an's successive messages, each 
American Baha'i, acting for himself 
in love of Baha 'u'lIan, makes his 
final decision to consecrate himself 
in service to a Gexi-gi yen Faith." 

Pioneer pledges were distributed 
to all present at the conference who 
could immediately set in motion 
plans to pioneer either abroad or 
at home. While not many pledges 
have yet been returned to the Na
tional Spiritual Assemhly, anum· 
ber of assemblies have reported that 
there is a decided acceleration 
among the members of their com-

munities in planning to-ward dis
persal. 

More than 150: Baha'i communities 
were represented. at the 15 confer
ences, as well 'as several hundred 
groups and isolated centers. ThiI'-teen 
of the conferences were conducted 
by members of the National Spirit
ual Assembly, and tW() by weU-qual
Hied representatives, Mrs. Katherine~ 
McLaughlin and Mrs. Jesma Her
bert. 

An important by·product of these 
gatherings was the gratification and 
benefit derived by the believers as 
well as by tbe members of the N a
tional Spiritual Assembly them
selves from the frank, heart-to-heart 
consultation on the major tasks and 
problems facing the American Bahil'i 
community and its National As
sembly. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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World Religion Day 
A National Baha'i Event 
World Religion Day was instituted 

by the National Baha'i Assembly in 
1950. Its celebrahlon on January 19, 
1958, marks the ninth annual ob· 
servance of this significant public 
event. 

Tbe pUrpOse of World Religion Day 
is to elevate the minds of sincere 
seekers above the confusion and con~ 
fiiet of historic creeds, and inspire 
them with the vision of the oneness 
of all revealed faiths proclaimed 
by Baha 'u'llah, Founder of the Baha'i 
World Religion a hundred years ago. 

That the tea chings of all the 
Prophetic Founders of religion em· 
anate from the same God, exalt the 

same ideals and principles, and are 
nothing else than successive expres· 
sions of the same sublime truths -
this is the great Message which 
World Religion Day proclaims. Apart 
from spiritual unity in worship of 
the one God, humanity can find no 
justice nor peace, Baha'is affirm. 

Since 1950, local Assemblies and 
groups have publicized World Reli
gion Day so successfully that this 
public event is nOw listed in the 
Calendar of Special Month.<; and Days 
sponsored by the United States 
Chamber of Commerce. 

For 1958 a threefold service is 
available to Baha'is: a press release 
and suggested newspaper advertise· 
ment. distributed by Baha'i Press 
Service to all local press repre~ 

sentatives; a very attractive World 

WORlD REl1610NDAY 

_8ORED BY THill 

Reproduction of the World Religion Day poster, designed fOT u.se by 
Baha'i communities in announcing their observance of this Bahifi 

pub He relations event. 
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Religion Day display poster; and a 
World Religion Day 8% x 11 sheet 
for free local distribution, setting 
forth the purposes of the event and 
quoting relevant passages from pub
lic addresses made by ~Abdutl·Baha 
in Amerka. 

The poster, a photograph of which 
appears on this page, measures 14x17 
inches and comes in two tones of 
blue. It is printed on paper only and 
can be obtained at 25 cents each or 
five for $1.00, mailed in a tube by 
third class mail. The place and time 
of the local meeting and the name 
of the local Spiritual Assembly or 
Baha'i group can be lettered in the 
space below the sketch provided 
for the purpose. A bard-backed 
poster can be made by mounting it 
On cardboard with rubber cement and 
an easel can be attached for a stand
up poster. 

The single sheet statement, en
titled, "World Religion Day" can be 
ordered in lots of 50 for $1.00 post 
paid. 

Orders for the poster and far the 
statement are to be sent with ac
companying remittance to: Baha'i 
Press Service, 434 Thomas Avenue, 
Rocbester 11, New York. Orders sent 
to any other olIi"" will delay de
livery. 

-NATIONAL SPIRlTUAL ASSEMBLY 

ARTHUR L. DAHL ELECTED 

TO NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
Robert W. McLaughlin has re

signed from the National Spiritual 
Assembly "because repeated absences 
from the country would make it im· 
possible for him to perform his duties 
as a member this year. 

This action necessitated a by-elec
tion by the delegates to the last Na
tional Convention to fill the vacancy. 

The voting, held on September 28, 
resulted in the election of Arthur L. 
Dahl of Pebble Beac'h, Calif., tu re
place Mr. McLaughlin. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

AUXILIARY BOARD 

MEMBER APPOINTED 
The Hands of the Cause in Europe 

announce- that Dr. Aziz Navidi of 
Monte Carlo, Monaco, has been ap
pointed a member of the Auxiliary 
Board in Europe. He replaces Mrs. 
Tove Deleuran, who has moved to 
Pa.kistan. 



-----

IAHA') NEWS 

Thi" aerial mew of the Baha'i 

House of Worship and landscaped 

gardens in Wilmette, at the right, 

was taken by the Metro News Photos 

Company, Chicago, and appeared 

in the Chicago American on August 

12, 1957, along with an article 

about a visit to the Temple written 

by Mervin Block. 

The photograph below, taken by 

a Chicago Tribuue photographer 

and published in that newspaper on 

August 6, 1957, looks northward 

along the shore of Lake Michigan, 

The Balui'i House 0/ Worship in 

Wilmette, 14 miles away. can be 

seen on the horizon to the left of 

center. 
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Central and East Africa 

GUARDIAN HERALDS 
OPENING OF NEW PHASE 
OF RICH PROMISE 

A message from the Guardian, add
ed to a letter from his Secretary 
to the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Central and East Africa in reply to 
its communications, contains pas
sages of interest to all Baha'is. BAHA'i 
NEWS has extracted these para
graphs for reprint. 

"The year that has just elapsed, 
marking the opening phase in the 
progressive unfoldment of the destiny 
of the Baha'i communities, labouring 
singly and collectively for the ex
pansion and consolidation of the in
stitutions of the embryonic World 
Order of Baha'u'llah in both Cen
tral and East Africa, has witnessed 
a series of achievements, in both the 
teaching and administrative fields, 
that are truly heartening, and may 
well be regarded as worthy of emula
tion by their sister communities, now 
embarked on similar enterprises in 
the Northern, the Western. and 
Southern territories of the far-flung 
African dOIltinent. 

"Particularly in Uganda and 
Kenya-among the first of the 
Negro-inhabited territories to be 
warmed and illuminated by the rays 
of the Revelation of Baha'u'Jlab
now leading the field numericalIy, 
and exhibiting a vitality and a spirit
ual receptivity second to nOne among 
the communities spread over that 
continent, has this progress been no
ticeable. In the steady increase in 
the number of believers- though not 
.as spectacular as in the early days 
when the Faith was introduced in 
these territories- in the multiplica
tion of centres, testifying to fue wide
spread diffuoion of the lig:ht of this 
Revelation over such extensive areas 
within their confines; in the dili
gence, the loyalty, the courage, and 
dogged perseverance displayed con
sistently by the elected representa
tives responsible for the conduct of 
Baha'i affairs in these areas; in the 
enthusiasm and organizing ability 
which these representatives, aided by 
the rank and file of the faithful, so 
whole-heartedly collaborating with 
them in the pursuit of a common 
and glorious taJsk, have demonstrated 
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FiTst Local Spiritual Assembly of the BaM',s Of POTts
mouth, England, formed on April 21, 1957, 

since the announcement of the proj
ect of the construction of the Mother 
Temple of Africa; in their recent 
success in incorporating ·tihe first of 
the three newly emerged Regional 
African Assemb1:ies,- in these, as 
well as in less conspicious fields, 
the standard·bearers of an all-con
quering Faith, in these highly prom
ising contiguous territOries, a num
ber of whom -have distinguished 
themselves through their superb ex
ploits far away from their homes, 
have set an example which posterity 
will not fail to extol, and which the 
organized followers of the Faith, not 
only in Africa but in other continents 
of the globe, would do well to follow, 

". . . A new phase, pregnant with 
rich promise and undrempt--of possi
bllities, is undoubtedly opening with 
the founding and rise of the first 
Mag,.riqu'I-A<i!Jkar in the African 
continent, following upon the three 
successive milestones of the Faith in 
that area on the eve of the launching 
()f the Ten-Year Plan, by 1Ihe incep
tion of the World Spiritual Crusade 
and, more recently, by the emer
gence of the Baha'i Regional Spirit
ual Assembly of Central and East 
Africa, 

"This latest stage in the unfcld
ment of the Mission entrusted to the 
stalwart promoters of the Faith of 
Baha 'u'llah in so promising and priv
ileged an area, must be distinguished, 
and excel the previous period during 
which it was born, and the machinery 
of its Administrative Order set up, 
by acts so brilliant as to throw into 
shadow the magnificent feats they 
have already achieved in its 
service ... :' 

North East AfrIca 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

INCORPORATED 
The National Spiritual Assembly of 

the Baha'is of North East Africa was 
gran ted official incorporation under 
its present title on April 10, 1957, by 
the Egyptian government. 

The original incorporation was ef
fected on December 26, 1934, under 
the na me of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of Egypt, 

Subsequently the document was 
amended to include the Sudan on No
vember 17, 1949, and in April 1956 the 
National Assembly jurisdiction was 
enlarged to include North East 
Africa. 

MOGADISCIO LSA REPORTS 

TEACHING IN SOMALIA 
Teaching activities in Mogadiscio, 

Somalia, since Ric;lvan 1957 have in
cluded. two ne'1N translations, two 
teaching conferences, many fire
sides, and extension teaching work, 
the Mogadiscio Local Spiritual As
sembly has reported. 

The translations of a pamphlet into 
Somali and Bravanese were com
pleted in time for Ric;lvan. Two 
cables and a letter from the Guard
ian were received, expressing ap
preciation for this accomplishment. 

The Teaching Committee arranged 
two inspiring Teaching Conferences 
the first two weekends of June. The 
program wa.s varied and lively, and 
included a survey of the Guardian's 
Ric;lvfm message, talks on the re
SpOnsibility of the individual to 
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First Local Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is of Palma de 
Ma!lorca, Spain, formed on April 21, 1957. 

teach. and a spirited consultation by 
all. 

Regular teaching meetings for the 
friends and their contacts are held 
every Friday evening, and many 
firesides are held each week. From 
Ri9-van to the middle of August, 142 
fireside meetings have been held. 

Extension teaching is carried On in 
Hafun and Aigoi by Mohamed Musa 
and Mohamed Saleh. Cyrus Sam an
dari has made a number of teaching 
trips, sometimes accompanied by 
one of the Somali friends, and con
siderable teaohing work has been 
done. 

Alaska 
CONFERENCE STRESSES 
TEACHING METHODS 

A Baha'i Swnmer Teaching Con~ 
ference emphasizing methods of pre
senting the Baha'i teaohings on God's 
Eternal Covenant, Progressive Reve
lation, Prophecy, and the Return of 
Christ was held at Fairbanks, Alas
ka, on August 10-n, 1957. 

Each subject was given a half· 
dayls time on the program, 'and each 
was presented jointly by two Baha'is. 

In addition to the daytime confer· 
ence, a fireside was held each of the 
two evenings, to which contacts were 
invited, 

Antra';a 
QUEENSLAND SCHOOLS 
RECOGNIZE HOLY DAYS 

A further step in the recognition 
of the Baha'i Faith in the state of 
Queensland was achieved in July, 

when the Department of Public in
struction granted official recognition 
of the Bah"'i Holy Days, the 
Australian Baha'i BuUetin reports. 

All schools and educational insti
tutes have been instructed in the 
Queensland Educational Gazette that 
children of Baha'i parents are 
to be considered absent with ade-
qua te reason on these days, and 1hat 
teachers who are mem,bers of the 
Baha'i Faith are to be granted Wl

paid leave on request. 

FIRST WOMAN BELIEVER 

IN SOLOMONS ENROLLED 

Four more believers, including the 
first woman Solomon Islander to em· 
brace the Baha'i Faith, have been 
enrolled by the Local Spiritual As
sembly of Honiara, the Koala News, 
newsletter of the Australian Asia 
Teaching Committee, has annotulced, 

T r. ",Iation in Bogotu 
Also reported in Koala News is an

other translation of Basic Facts of 
the Baha'i Faith into the Bogotu lan
guage. This language is in addition 
to the assigned WIorld Crusade goals. 

CCI"Clda 

GRAND MANAN ISLAND 

ENROLLS FIRST BELIEVER 
The enrollment of the first native 

believer on Grand Manan Island, a 
goal of the Canadian National Spir
itual Assembly, has been reported by 
the Canadian New Territories Com
mittee Bulletin. 
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Doris Richardson, the Baha'i pil).. 
neer on Grand Manan Island, wrote: 

"How wonderful to be able to share 
with you my supreme joy! After four 
years, .. to have someone say they 
w.anted to be a Baha'i, and begin to 
read and search is perhaps an ex· 
perience that is indescribable. It has 
been my feeling for some time that 
Edward Somers was a believer, and 
recognized Baha 'u'llah; nevertheless 
he had not really done any studying 
for himself until this summer. 

"Then, when Arno Chesley was 
here recently on her vacation, he 
declared his belief in the Baha'i Faith 
to her. , . B1ess him, for he little 
realizes what it means to be the first 
believer on Grand Manan." 

NEW BAHA'i GROUP FORMED 

IN SAMOAN ISLANDS 

Th.e Canadian New Territories 
Committee Bulletin has published the 
news of the formation of a new 
Baha'i group in Pago Pago, Samoan 
islands. This brings the total in the 
Samoan Islands to one Assem·bly and 
five groups, 

Greater Antilles 

JAMAICA RECOGNIZES 

BAHA'[ MARRIAGES 

Jamaica has extended legal recog. 
nition to Bahall marriages, the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Greater Antilles has reported. 

This is the first country tulder the 
jurisdiction of the Greater Antilles 
National Assembly to take this step, 
marking another achievement of the 
Ten·Year World Crusade. 

Hew Zealand 

BEGIN SEARCH 

FOR TEMPLE SITE 
A Temple Site Committee has been 

appointed by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of New Zeal-and to acquire 
a suitable location for the Mother 
Temple of New Zealand. 

Instructions from Haifa have been 
received by the National Assembly 
that the site is to be located on the 
outskirts of Auckland, easy of ac· 
cess, and of three or four acres in 
extent, the New Zealand Baha'i 
Newsletter states. No publicity is to 
be given to any site under con· 
sideration. 
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NINETEEN CITIES 

REPRESENTED AT JAPAN'S 

FIRST SUMMER SCHOOL 
Another of the goals of the Six-Year 

Plan was achieved on August 24, 
when a Hand of the Cause, a mem
ber of the Auxiliary Board, and 
friends from 19 cities in Japan 
gathered in Takarazuka to inaugu· 
rate Japan's First SUmmer School. 

In response to a message sent on 
August 25 by the Secretary of the 
National Spiritual Assembly, the be
loved Guardian cabled: IICongratu. 
late attendants historic summer 
school fervently praying expansion 
vauled activities. Love. SHOOBI. u 

The Takarazuka Hotel was an ideal 
selection by the committee for its 
convenience to a majority of the 
Baha'i communities in the Kansai 
area. 

The program prepared by the Com
mittee ordinarily would have re
quired a week to complete, especial
ly a s all talks had to be translated 
into two other languages; the official 
languages being Japanese, iranian 
and English. However, with an able 
chairman and translators, speakers 
and attendants all entered with en
thusiasm into the program and real
ized its fulfillment in three days, with 
no time for recreational activities. 

Thirteen topics were presented, 
dealing with the history, teachings, 
and administration of the Faith. 
There was a public lecture in the 
evening of August 24, with two talks, 
"Need for World Religion," and 

"Baha'i World Faith." 
A feature of the final day's ses

sion was a Panel Discussion on 
"Goals of the Six·Year Plan," with 
a chairman and six participants. 

Each morning, afternoon, and eve· 
ning session was preceded by devo~ 
tions in the three languages. At the 
opening session Mr. M. Zenimoto, On 
behalf of the School Committee, wel
comed the friends and outlined the 
purposes of the School. 

The attendance statistics were: 75 
Baha'i adults, 7 non-Baha'i adults, 3 
non-Baha'i youth, 1 Baba.'i youth, 23 
Baha'i children, and 2 non-Baha'i 
children, a total of 111. 

A 'spur of the moment' suggestion 
for a special Children's Class at the 
School was put into action and 19 
participated. The teachers were Miss 
Y, Inatsuka, Miss M. Morita and 
Miss M. Naderi. This class gave 
great joy to all present. 

Mention should also be made ()f a 
surprise feature at the public lecture 
meeting OIl August 24, when Mis s 
Yoshiko Morita of Kyoto sang Mr_ 
Wolcott's composition of Bahil.'u'
llilh's prayer "From the Sweet 
Scented Streams~" accompanied on 
the piano by Mr_ Koji Akizawa of 
Yokohama. 

Mr. M. Odani of Kyoto, who com
pleted a tour in August to western 
Honshu and Kyushu, attended the 
closing day of the Summer School On· 

August 26_ Mr. Odani spoke with such 
fervor and inspiration as to captivate 
the hearts of all present. His eloquent 
testimony to the power of the spirit 
and the invisible assistance when one 
arises to teach, will be long rem em-
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bered a.s the most outstanding con
tribution at this Summer School. Mr. 
Odani is the first Japanese believer 
to arise under the Six-Year Plan and 
make a teaching tour unaccompanied 
by any other believer. 

The spirit of fellowship which pre~ 
vailed, no less than the instruction 
given, was of lasting valUe to all who 
participated in this first Summer 
School. The Committee deserves sin. 
cere congratulations for a ta sk so 
well performed on such short notice 
from the National Spiritual As
sembly_ As indicated by the Guard
iants cable this school was 'historic' 
in the annals ()f the Faith in Japan. 

-PHTI-IP A. MARANGELLA 

HOKKAIDO ISLAND 

OPENED TO FAITH 
The Baha'i Bulletin of North East 

Asia has published an account of the 
opening to the Baha'i Faith of Hok
kaido Island, Japan, as follows: 

The report furnished by Mr. ROll

hollah Momtazi of the teaching trip 
to Hokkaido Island by him and Mr_ 
Gekie Nakajima is still another evi
den ce of the power of the spi ri t when 
one arises in the name of Baha'u'llih 
to bring to fulfullment any goal or 
wish expressed by our beloved 
Guardian. 

They left Osaka on the evening of 
June 8, arrived in Aomori the follow
ing night, and crossed by ferry to 
Hakodate, the southern port of Hok~ 
kaido, where they arrived on the 
morning of June 10. 

First Japan Summer School, held at Takarazuka on August 24-26, 1957_ 
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A family of the Ainu tribe of native peoples of Hokkaido 
Island, Japan, who aTe being informed of the Baha'i Faith 

by the two pioneers there, shoum. at the left. 

As Mr. Nakajima's friend. Mr. 
Muneto t is a former mayor of 
Hakodate, this afforded an introduc
tion to the people of that city. He 
arranged ,for a newspaper intervie\V 
and a public meeting through the 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Another pUblic meeting in the city 
library was arranged -by Mr. T. Seki, 
Chief of the General Affairs Depart
ment. Over 30 persons heard the 
message in that meeting, including 
the Chief of Education and the Chief 
Librarian. Several hour.s of private 
discussions were spent with these 
men later. 

On June 11 a visit was made to 
the city of Otaru, where another 
friend -of Mr. Nakajima, Mr. Yama~ 
zaki, arranged for a meeting there 
on June 14. Mr. Yamazaki also went 
with them to Sapporo, the capital city 
of Hokkaido t where he introduced 
them to the Chairman of the Foreign 
Trade Association, Mr. Koshiyama. 
on June 12. 

In Sapporo they called on the 
Cham-ber of Commerce and the In
dustry Club. and a joint meeting was 
arranged for June 17. Through an 
introduction from a business friend 
in Osaka, a television coverage was 
arranged with the Hokkaido Broad
casting Center for the luncheon meet
ing on June 17. After discussing the 
business and economic conditions in 
irim

1 
a brief history of the Faith was 

given, followed by many questions. 
The telecast was given the same 
evening. 

On June 16 a visit was made to 
Shiroi with the Moritake family of 
the Ainu tribe. The Faith was ex
plained during their one and one-half 
hour visit. 

On June 19 at the Rotary Club in 
Sapporo an opportwrity was afforded 
to speak of the Faith to 200 members. 

A regular weekly fireside meeting 
was definitely arranged in the home 
of Mr. Giro Sasaki, who was given 
the Greatest Name, and pictures of 
the Shrine of the Bab, the Interna· 
tional Archives, and the Baha'I Tem
ple for display in his home for these 
fireside meetings. A quantity "f lit· 
erature was also left with him. 

They returned to Os aka on June 
21. confident that real results were 
achieved. 

Trip to Inland Sea 

A 5 econd report from Mr. Mom tazi 
tells of a two week trip in July to 
Takamatsu on Shikoku Island,and 
to nearby Shodo Island in the Inland 
Sea. Many new contacts were made, 
literature was distributed, and a fire· 
side group started. 

Teachin9 on Awaji 

Extension teaching has been pro
gressing for the past few months on 
the inland of Awaji, under the guid
ance of Mr. A. Katirai, A regular 
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fireside group meets weekly, and 
several students are studying with 
the full intention of becoming en
rolled believers. 

Awaji Island is located between the 
main island of Honshu and Shikoku 
Island. at the entrance to the Inland 
Sea. 

Mr. Katirai recently entertained as 
guests in his home several university 
students from Takamatsu on Shikoku 
Island. They remained a full week, 
studying the Faith during three ses
sions each day. 

Pcllrfstcln 

NSA PUBLISHES 
SOUVENIR BOOKLET 

A souvenir booklet, giving a brief 
history of the development of the 
Baha'i Faith in PakisHm, has been 
published by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Pakistan. 

Attractively printed and bound, the 
booklet encompasses 48 pages, and 
is divided into three sections, ina 
eluding a statement on the Faith of 
Bahit'u'!Lih by Shoghi Effendi, a 
Short History of the Baha'i Faith in 
Pakistan, and an account of the first 
National Convention and the forma. 
tion of the first National Spiritual 
Assembly there. 

There are 38 photographs illustrat
ing the growth of the Faith, with 
pictures of some of the early he
lievers, ceremonies cormected with 
the dedication of the Haziratu'l
Quds, various Baha'i proPerties in 
Pakistan. conventions t teaching con
ferences, local Spiritual Assemblies, 
and the first National Spiritual As
sembly. 

Of especial interest are pictures of 
Miss Martha Root with members of 
the Karac;!:li Spiritual Assembly, and 
of Mrs. Dorothy Baker addressing a 
meeting in Karacjll during the Inter
continental Conference in 1953. 

ScandInavia, FInland 

TOUR SEEKS CONTACT 
WITH LAPPS IN SWEDEN 

Among the special teaching plans 
reported by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Scandanavia and Fin
land for this fall is a tour by the 
Hand of the Cause in Europe, Dr. 
Muhlschlegel, and a small group of 
Scandanavian Baha'is int" the Lapp 
country of North Central Sweden in 
an effort "to make contacts with the 



• 
Lapps, conduct firesides, seek recep· 
live souls) distribute literature, and 
pave the way for additional teach
ing and a possible Lapp summer 
school next summer." 

Commemoration of United Nations 
Day is one of the special public 
teaching events to be observed 
throughout Scandanavia and Fin
land. An attractive pamphlet for the 
event has been prepared to explain 
the relationship of the Baha'i Faith 
to the United Nations, and giving the 
principles of the Fai1h. It is to he 
printed in all four languages spoken 
in these countries. 

Central America and Mel/ico 

NICARAGUA BAHA'iS HOLD 
FIRST SUMMER SCHOOL 

The tirst annual Baha'i Summer 
School of Nicaragua opened a three
day session in Nandaime on Septem
ber 14, 1957. 

Two visiting teachers, Margo Mies
sler and Allen Pringle of Honduras, 
assisted Donald Witzel and Pablo 
Perez of Managua with the teaching 
activities, which covered 20 subjects 
under two main themes, "The Indi
vidual and Collective Aspects of 
Baha'i Life," and "The Administra
tive Order." 

Special programs were given each 

First Loca! Spiritual Assemb!y of the Baha'is of Port-of
Spain, Trinidad, etected on April 21, 1957. This is a virgin 
territory, an additional victory Of the World Crusade not 

listed in the gDa~s set by the Guardian. 

evening after the classes. The agenda 
for September 14 was "The Life of 
Baha'u'lHlh" by Margo Miessler, 
"General Highliglhts of the Baha'i 
Faith" by Allen Pringle, and 50 pages 
of stories translated from Portals to 
Freedom of "The Life Picture of 

'Abdu'l-Baha" by Pablo Perez. Fol
lowing these topics, slides of the Holy 
Land were shown. 

On September 15 the subject was 
<!The Presentation of the Baha'i 
Cause" by the Baha'is of Nandaime. 

Mrs. Mignon Witzel was respon
sible for the planning and practical 
aspects of this new institution in 
Nicaragua. It was a great success 
and, needless to say, we can hardly 
waH for the next one. 

-MARY ANN HOWARD 

11,617 VISIT TEMPLE 
DURING SEPTEMBER 

September visitors to the Baha'i 
House of Worship in Wilmette to
talled 11,617 persons, bringing the 
number of registered visitors since 
the first of the year to 74,590. 

Baha~is attending the first Baha'i Summer SchOOl of Nicaragua, held in 
Nandaime on September 14-16, 1957. 

Countries represented among the 
September visi,tors included: Aus
tria, Brazil, Canada, Canal Zone, 
Cuba, Denmark, England, France, 
Germany, Greece, India, Indonesia, 
him, ~Iraq, Israel, Japan, Malaya, 
Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, Pak
istim, Peru, Philippines, Puerto 
Rico, Scotland, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Syria, Taiwan, Turkey, and Ven~ 

ezuela. 
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In addition to the thousands of in
dividual visitor,s, 77 groups from var
ious parts of Illinois, Indiana. and 
Wisconsin made special tours. 

These groups included church 
groups of various denominations, 
groups from national conventions 
meeting in the Chicago area, worn· 
en's cluhs, teacher groups, univer· 
sity and college groups, foreign stu· 
dents, garden clubs, home demon
stration and homemaker clubs, busi
ness groups, representatives of the 
Portland Cement Company, one 
hundred members of the HFriends of 
American Writers," and youth and 
children's groups. 

Included also have been groups of 
visitors from abroad, such as Boy 
Scouts from Korea and the Philip
pine Islands making a tour of the 
United States after attending the In
ternational Scout Jamboree, and 
most recently ten members of Par
liament and representatives of the 
House of Councillors of Japan. 

LOVE, UNITY KEYNOTE 

BLUE RIDGE CONFERENCE 

The fourth Blue Ridge Conierence 
was again held at the Blue Ridge 
Assembly, in North Carolina, from 
August 24 to 28, 1957. 

As one of the teaohers cammented, 
"The spirit at Blue Ridge has run 
high. The love has been great; the 
unity evident," Each of us left with 

a renev.red sense of dedication, a 
clarity of purpose, Our lives once 
again re·channelled and reo-directed. 
From the talks came inspiration; 
from the reports and discussions, 
practical techniques by which that 
inspiration can be put into effect. 
One hundred and thirty-seven people 
came; one hundred stayed for the 
whole conference. 

We have been, each year, espe
cially blessed by the presence of 
Paul E. Haney, Hand of the Cause; 
by the active participation of both 
the youth and the children; by the 
bounty of loving fellowship, growing 
out of worshipping, studying and 
living together. Next year, the first 
Southern Summer School will be 
held-one to be at Blue Ridge, to 
last at least five days, and longer 1f 
we are able to obtain the Blue Ridge 
facilities for a longer period. 

The over-all theme of the confer. 
ence was "The Road to MOWlt 
Carmel," and among the friends 
present were several who have made 
their pilgrimage. They evoked much 
of that spirit which has been brought 
back to us from the World Center 
of the Faith with ever·increasing in
tensity. 

For the first time at Blue Ridge a 
seminar was held, in which everyone 
took an active part, based on the 
compilation of excerpts on The Cov. 
enant and Administration. For this 
study, the friends were divided mto 
nine groups, each studying its own 
set of four questions each day. with 
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references from the compilation to 
guide the discussion. At. the end, 
the secretary from each group pre
sented his group's answers in a 
three·minute resume. We were all 
thrilled with the wealth of ideas 
coming out of the consultation, and 
amazed at the amount of information 
that can be packed into a three
minute resume. 

Through the discussion on the work 
of the Area Teaching Committees, 
much practical information was 
brought out, on how the isolated 
Bahit'i or a group can get more as
sistance, and just what the Area 
Teaching Committees' work should 
be. 

The non-Baha'i youth had two spe· 
cial discussion sessions with an 
adult Baha'i, covering everything 
from stories of the experiences of 
outstanding Baha'i teachers, to many 
p-hases of the Administrative Order, 
and how to answer questions they 
are often asked by their friends. 

In the report from the National 
Baha'i Youth Committee, it was 
stressed that every community 
should have a Youth Committee, 
even if they have no youth, which 
could provide a speaker or activities 
for other youth organizations. 

It is also most important that chil
dren in Baha'i families be prepared 
for enrollment. The youth must 
catch the vision of what we are 
building. The talk on how youth are 
travelling the road to Mount Carmel 
was based on the "Tablet to the True 

Gathering of Baha'i friends on the grounds at 126 Eve1'green Place, West Eng~ewood. N.J. where 'Abdu'l-Baha 
gave th.e Unity Feast to the friends in 1912. This occasion, September 8, 1957, was to hear Zikru.'lldh Khadem, 

Hand of the Cause, center, speaking on the station of the Guardian, and on the Covenant. 
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Believer." We should study this Tab
let, use it, and become magnets to 
attract pure souls. 

The Interracial Teaching Commit
tee report showed us what they are 
trying to do, and how they are going 
about it. In addition to their primary 
goal, on which the Guardian is cur
rently placing such great emphasis, 
we should devote more time to all 
minority groups; show hospitality, 
;ror instance, to foreign students, 
who may go back to other places on 
the earth, and be of inestimable help 
to the newly born communities. 

Here are some notes, taken from 
the talks and discussions: 

For 7000 years, mankind has been 
travelling toward the day when 
God's promises would be fulfilled. 
Where we stand today depends 
greatly on the vision and actions of 
individuals in the past who, through 
their vision and efforts, have made 
the path a little broader and m()re 
apparent for us today. What we do 
today will make it easier for the 
people tomorrow. We must cleanse 
our spiritual veins, so that the 
bounties may flow through us. We 
will come to that place where neither 
praise nor condemnation can touch 
us. This is the spiritual road to 
MOWlt Carmel. 

We a re building the Kingd()m of 
God on earth. These institutions 
could n<>t be created until this Day. 
The Kingdom of God has come, and 
to it we must adjust. It is the ful· 
fillment of the promise of all ages. 

Why the Ten-Year Plan? These 
years before 1963 are crucial. We 
could not have conceived. this Cru
sade; only the Guardian could do so. 
He plans and directs the successive 
stages of the Divine Plan, channel
ing to uS the Divine guidance. 
Baha'u'llah "put into our hands the 
lamp of His teachings. By its light 
the world will be illumined," said 
'Abdu'l-Baha. 

The Guardian is dispersing the as
sets of the Faith (the Baha·is). Dis
persal is not new. Dispersal among 
the people of God has been going on 
since the beginning of time. When
ever we arise to do something which 
the Guardian wants done, it must be 
with purity of heart, and a sense of 
sacrifice. If we do it for personal 
reasons, the spiritual potency of our 
action is jeopardized, if not doomed. 
If we act with courage and pure 
hearts, the confirmations will flow. 
Teach the pure souls, wherever you 
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find them. The more you teach, the 
more avenues will open. 

We must study the Faith for 
kn()wledge. Through the Teachings, 
we can become truly educated. Pray 
for assistance and guidance daily; 
listen for an answer. Martha Root 
once said, "Every breath, almost, is 
a prayer to be a channel . . . be 
ready when opportunity comes .... 
When I do not pray, in two or three 
days I see the effect. The work is 
not so good." We cannot be luke
warm, We must be enraptured with 
the love of God. "Wear the mantle of 
Baha'u'llah proudly!" 

Travelling the road to Mount 
Carmel will demand a great deal of 
spirituality. God gave us the maps, 
through Baha'u'IHlh, and the Guard
ian directs us. We have the Admin
istrative Order, and outside the 
Faith there will be a federated 
world. When these two things come 
together, the G()lden Age will come. 
Out of world order, will be born 
spiritual salvation. 

-LOUISE B. MATTHIAS 

MISSOULA, CASPER HOLD 
THREE-DAY SEMINARS 

Mrs. Florence V. Mayberry, mem~ 
ber of the Auxiliary Board of the 
Hands of the Cause, conducted three
day seminars on the Baha'i Faith in 
Missoula, Mont., and Casper, Wyo., 
during September. 

Her visit in both cities was well 
publicized in the press and on radio 
and te1evision, contrihuting to the 
success of the meetings. Attendance 
in both cities exceeded 60 per.sons. 

In Missou)a a one-half hour inter~ 
view was broadcast over KBTK. with 
the Station Manager, William Stroth~ 
man, leading an extended discussion 
with Mrs. Mayberry on many facets 
of the Faith. There were two other 
radio interviews on KGVO, and an
nouncements of the seminar on 
KXLL and KMSO-TV. 

The two radio stations and the tele
vision station in Casper also allotted 
time for interviews with her, and 
she was allowed to speak freely 
about the Faith. 

Subjects discussed in the seminars 
were "Progressive Revelation," 
jlHerald and Author of the New 
Era," and "Regeneration of Man
kind. ,. 

AMERICAN INDIAN FILMS 
AVAILABLE ON LOAN 

Educational films on the American 
Indians are now available from the 
American Indian Service Committee. 
Moot of the films are devoted to the 
tribal lif.e at the western Indians, in
cluding the Apache, Papago, Hopi, 
Navajo, Blackfeet, Pima, Supai, and 
Pueblos. One film describes life on 
the Pine Ridge Reservation, 

These films are suitable for adults 
and senior high school age students, 
although in some cases junior high 
school and elementary age students 
are included. Most of the films are 
in color and sound, and they vary in 
length from 10 to 25 minutes. 

Further information may be ob~ 
tained from the Librarian of the 
American Indian Service Commit
tee: Mrs. Janet N. Ward, 14 Palm
croft Drive, Tempe, Ariz. 
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POSITIONS OPEN NEAR 
INDIAN RESERVATIONS 

The American Indian Service 
Committee annOWlces that there are 
now a few positions open on or near 
several Indian reservations requir
ing little specialized training or ex~ 
perience. 

Baha'is seriously interested in such 
important pioneering opportunities 
are urged to write to Mrs. Nancy 
Phillips, secretary; 736 Encanto 
Drive, S. E., Phoenix, Ariz. 

NEW COLOR SLIDES, PHOTOS 
OF ARCHIVES BUILDING READY 

The Audio-Visual Education Com
mittee has announced new sets of 
color sUdes and color photographs 
of the Baha'i International Archives 
Building and the Shrine of the Bab 
available for distribution. 

The set of slides includes six dif
ferent views, and costs $2.00. Color 
photographs come in two sizes, 5 x 
7inclles, for $1.50; and 8 x 10 inches, 
for $3.00. 

There is also a new set of 12 color 
slides of the Baha'i House O'f Wor
ship, showing landscaping details, 
the floral beds and fotUltains, selling 
for $3.60. 

Orders and requests for infor~ 

mation on other audio-visual aids 

WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 
Fifth Year - 1957-19.5e 

Annual Budget ..... $425,000.00 
Total Requirements: May 

1 to September 30 .... 177.100.00 
Total Contributions: May 

1 to September 30 .... 129,600.00 
-NATIONAL SPnuroll.L AsSEMBLY 

should be addressed to the Audio
Visual Education Committee, 126 
Evergreen Place, West Englewood, 
N.J. 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
Believers resident in Eureka 

Springs, Ark., paid for a large ad
vertisement in Eureka Springs 
Times-Echo, October 3, 1957, reprint
ing the National Spiritual Assembly 
statement on "The Oneness of Man
kind." This type of .publicity, in view 
of the race integration problem in 
Little Rock, has great importance 
in expressing the Baha'i position 
through non-political means. 

The Memphis, Tenn., Commercial 
Appeal, September 15, 1957, reported 
a talk given to the local Baha'i com
munity by Dr. Ekanem A. Udoh of 
Nigeria, who taught two years at Le~ 
Moyne College. "He said the Baha'i 

Baha'is attending the Regional Conference sponsored by the National 
Spiritual Assembly in Houston, Texas, on September 14. Charles Wolcott, 
vice-chairman of the National Assembly~ center, conducted this meeting. 
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Faith may become the major reli
gion of Africa. He .said the aims of 
Baha'i have strong appeal to Mri
cans." The same newspaper on Sep
tember 22 published a brief notice 
of Christ and Bahci'u'Utih, by George 
Townshend, in its review column. 

An impressive full page devoted to 
the Faith app·eared in the Charleston 
Gazette on July 20. Featuring a very 
large photo of the Baha'i House of 
Worship, the statement represented 
one in a series of local church his~ 
tories sponsored by leading business 
firms "who realize the importance 
of the church in this community. J' 
The text was supplied by the Local 
Assembly. 

The Sarasota (Fla.) News of Au
gust 3, 1957, and the Sarasota Herald 
Tribune of the same date, both fea
tured a Coast Guard honor paid to 
Charles R. Gilman (Baha'i). me-m
ber of the Coast Guard Auxiliary, 
for using his m-otor yacht for out
standing emergency missions and 
also his radio transmitter for the 
same purpose. 

A greeting card designed for use 
on the Jewish New Year carries a 
color photo of the Bay of Haifa shO'W
ing the Shrine of the Bab, and also 
a color photo of Haifa Town Hall. 

The MUwa ukee Sentinel, Septem· 
ber 7, 1957, carried a three--column 
photo of Mrs. Bertha Piepenburg 
showing Mrs. Anna Hanel some 
souvenirs brought back from South 
Africa, illustrating a feature story 
a,bout Mrs. Piepenburg'.s visit to her 
Baha'i daughter and son-in-law in 
Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia. This 
human-interest story was written by 
James M. Johnston, staff reporter, 
as a personal interview. 

The Sarasota (Fla.) Herald-Trib
u.ne, September 1, 1957, presented a 
three-column story by Stan Wind
ham, staff writer, on "Another Faith 
Explained," a summary of the his
tory, teachings, and administrative 
order of the Faith. The text was 
ba.sed upon Baha'i literature pre
sented by the local Baha'is, and also 
a brief oral exposition made by one 
of the believers. 

The Christian Century, July 24, 
1957, reported that in Germany a call 
had been issued to Christian 
churches to ward aff the "offensive" 
launched in Germany by non-Chris
tian religions. Reference was made 
to plans for a Baha'i Temple as one 
of the "non-Christian" jnvasions of 
the Christian claim to Germany. 
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New Items 
Blessed is the Spot; 0 Thou by 
Whose Name. Two prayers of Baha
'u'nah with music by Charles Wol
cott, published as one edition of sheet 
music for solo voice with piano ac
companiment. The cover is beauti
fully illustrated with a drawing of 
the Shrine of the Bab, Haifa, the 
harbor, 'Aklci, and the hills of Leba
non, viewed from the slopes of Mt. 
Carmel, printed in Cedar green. 

Per copy ......... " ....... $ .75 
10 copies """. __ ,, __ ..... $6.00 

A Pattern for Future Society. By 
Shoghi Effendi. This statement of 
the Guardian's, taken from The 
World Order of Baha'u'Huh, now car
ries an appropriate introductory 
statement and has been produced in 
the Frenchfold format similar to One 
Universal Faith for easy carrying 
or mailing. Printed in dark green On 

white with east and west hemis
phere motif on cover. Priced for 
mass distribution. 

20 copies ...... __ .......... $ .50 
100 copies ....... __ ......... $ 2.00 
1000 copies ... " ........... $12.50 

Going Out of Print 
The following titles are low in 

stock and will not appear in new 
catalog now in preparation. If copies 
are desired they should be ordered 
quickly. 

Baba'i Writings. Prayers and eX 4 

cerpts from Baha'i writings. Red 
paper cover stamped in gold, attrac
tively printed. 

Per copy .................... $ .50 
5 copies ...................... $2.00 

Faith In Action. Compilation for 
group study on Baha'i approach to 
human relations. 8'hxll. 

Per copy ........... _ ........ $ .60 
10 copies .................... $5.00 

Out of Print 
Baha'i: The Coming of World Re
ligion. 8'hxll book with spiral bind
ing and envelope. (Not to be re
printed.) 

The Drama of Salvation. Compila
tion for group study. 8'hx11. (Not to 
be reprinted.) 

Minimum Mail Order, $1.00 

Available from 
BAHA'i PUlILISHING TRUST 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, illinois 

BAHA'i DIRECTORY CHANGES 

ASSEMBLY SECRETARIES Northern Illinois 
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FEASTS 
November 4--Qudrat (Power) 
November 23-Qawl (Speech) 

HOLY DAYS 
November 12-Birth of Baha'u'll8h 
November 26---Day of the Covenant 
November 28---Ascension of 'Ab-

du'l-BaM. (1:00 a.m.) 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 

November 2S-December 1 

STATE CONVENTIONS 
December 8 

Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

Weekdays 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
(Auditorium only) 

Sundays and Holidays 
10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
(Entire building) 

Service of Worship 
Sundays 

3:30 p.m., lasting until 4:15. 

Northern California Oak Park: Mrs. Virginia Conner, P.O. Box 1074 

San Francisco: Mrs. Mildred L. Sayles. 160 Lundy's Lane, Missouri 
Z 10 St. Lows: MrS. Mamie Voracek 

Ohio 
Cleveland Heights: Mrs. Ken Allen, 2753 Euclid Heights Blvd. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Assembly Secretaries 

Southern C alifomia 
Long Beach: Mrs. Pearl L. Wilson, 2525 E. Broadway, 

Apt. 3. Z 3 

Eastern New York 
New York: Mrs. Lauretta N. Moore, Baha'i Center, 112 W. 

72nd St .. Z 23 

Western New York 
Syracuse: Miss Audrey Hurst, P.O. Box 976 

Comr.:.nittees 
Area Teaching Committee Northwestern States 

Mrs. Helen Wilks, secretary, 935 N. 185-th, Seattle 33, Wash. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
ot the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1957-58: Mrs. Eunice Braun, chair
man; Miss Charlotte Linioot. secretary; Mr. Richard C. Thomas. 

Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, lilinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported direeUy to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, lllinois, U.S.A. 
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"Shoghi Effendi, Beloved of all Hearts, Sacred Trust Given Believers 

By Master, Passed Away (From) Sudden Heart Attack In Sleep." 

Beloved Friends: 
Witb noble utterance Rii\liyyib Khanum conveyed to the 

Baha'i world the tragic, unexpected and afflictive news of 
the Guardian's passing. His physical departure from this 
world marks the ending of an era in the history of the 
Faith of Bab!i'u'llab. 

"SHOGHI EFFENDI BELOVED ALL HEARTS SACRED 
TRUST GIVEN BELIEVERS BY MASTER PASSED AWAY 
SUDDENLY HEART ATTACK IN SLEEP FOLLOWING 
ASIATIC FLU. URGE BELIEVERS REMAIN STEADFAST, 
CLING INSTITUTION HANDS WVINGLY REARED, RE
CENTLY REINFORCED, EMPHASIZED BY BELOVED 
GUARDIAN. ONLY ONENESS OF HEART ONENESS OF 
PURPOSE CAN BEFITTINGLY TESTIFY LOYALTY AIL 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLIES AND BELIEVERS TO DE
PARTED GUARDIAN WHO SACRIFICED SELF UTTER
L Y FOR SERVICE FAITH." 

- Rii\li yyib 

In a second message cabled the same day (November 5, 
1957) Ru\liyyib Khanum added: "Appeal (to) Hands, Na
tional Assemblies (and) Auxiliary Boards to sbelter (the) 
believers (and) assist tbem (to) meet (this) heart.rending, 
supreme test. Funeral (of) our beloved (will he beld) Satur· 
day (Novemher) Ninth (in) London. Hands, Assembly (and) 
Board members invited attend ... Urge hold memonal meet
ings Saturday." 

An appropriate press announcem~nt~ prepared un?er Ru}:tiy
yih Khanum's direction. was released to Reuters .lD London 
and to the wire services in Chicago. A copy of thIS same re
lease was sent to all local Baha'i press representatives by the 
National Baha'i Press Service. The National Assembly, as 

- Ruhiyyih Khanum 

directed, dispatched two telegrams to all local Assemblies; 
one requesting the friends to pray for the protection of the 
Faith because it bad been learned that the beloved Guardian 
was desperately ill; the second reported his passing and re
quested that local meetings be beld on Saturday, November 9. 

On Sunday, November 10, tbe National and Regional 
Spiritual Assemblies received this message from RUI;Uyyih 
Khan urn written after the foneral had been beld in London: 

"BELOVED GUARDIAN LAID (TO) REST (IN) LONDON 
ACCORDING (TO) LAWS (OF) AQDAS (IN) BEAUTI
FUL BEFITTING SPOT AFTER IMPRESSIVE CEREMONY 
HELD (IN) PRESENCE (OF) MULTITUDE (OF) BELIEV. 
ERS REPRESEl\'TING OVER TWENTY COUNTRIES (OF) 
EAST (AND) WEST STOP DOCTORS ASSURE SUDDEN 
PASSING INVOLVED NO SUFFERING. (HIS) BLESSED 
COUNTENAl\CE BORE EXPRESSION (OF) INTIl'.'ITE 
BEAUTY, PEACE (At'ID) MAJESTY STOP EIGHTEEN 
HANDS ASSEMBLED (FOR THE) FUNERAL URGE NA· 
TIONAL BODIES REQUEST ALL BELIEVERS HOLD 
MEMORIAL MEEfINGS EIGHTEENTH NOVEMBER 
COMMEMORATING DAYSPRING (OF) DIVINE GUID
Al\CE WIlO HAS LEFT US AFTER THIRTY-SIX YEARS 
(OF) UTTER SELF-SACRIFICE, CEASELESS LABORS 
(A"ID) CO!'iSTANT VIGILANCE." 

This message was sent to all Assemblies and Area Teaching 
Committees in the Gnited States on Monday, November 11, 
with a covering letter. 

On tbe following day, l\ovember 12, tbis further cable
gram was received from Rul).iyyih Khanum: 
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"ASSURE FRIENDS BELOVED, SACRED GUARDIAN 
BEFITTINGLY LAID (TO) REST SURROU\'DED BY 
LARGE, REPRESENTATIVE GATHERING (OF) BE· 
LIEVERS (FRO:M) EAST (AND) WEST. (THE) LIGHT 
(OF) OUR LIVES DEPARTED, WE MUST "OW STAND 
FIRM, REMEMBERING (THE) PEERLESS EXAMPLE 
(OF) HIS DEDICATION (TO THE) WORK (OF THE) 
BLESSED PERFECTION, (THE) GWRIOUS VIcrORIES 
HE WON, (AND THE) PLANS HE W"iGED (TO) SEE 
COMPLETED. ONLY REDEDICATION, GREATER UNITY, 
STEADFAST SERVICE CAi'\ BEFITTINGLY SHOW OUR 
GRIEF (AND) MAKE US ACCEPTABLE (AT THEl HOLY 
THRESHOLD." 

-Rii\tiyyih 

These are the successive stages through which the heart· 
rending announcement of the Guardian's passing have been 
reported to the date of this writing. 

What can we say about the Guardian's consummation of 
his unique mission? 

Turning again to Riil;tiyyih ~banum, we quote these pas
sages from her great tribute to the Guardian as written in 
Twenty-Five Years oj the Guardianship dated November 1946. 

'ITwenty-five years ago the Baha'i world was shaken by a 
great earthquake. 'Abdu'I,Baha, the Center of the Covenant, 
bad suddenly passed away, with no premonitory illness to 
prepare His friends and followers for this tragic shock. 
Stunned, the Baha'is of East and West tried to rally their 
faculties. We knew great tasks lay ahead of us j we believed 
in this new Faith and in its Manifestation and in the World 
Order that He had come to establish, but we felt terribly alone 
and the responsibility for the future lay heavily upon our 
already grief· filled hearts. Where was the shepherd? The 
familiar voice, that had spoken with an authority vested in 
it by the Prophet of God Himself, was stilled. We had the 
teachings; like a wonderful laboratory, equipped for every 
purpose, they were there - our priceless treasure. But 
where was the alchemist who transmuted base metals into 
gold? Where was the listener who answered our questions 
and guided us in the use of all that great laboratory possessed? 

"Then came the reading of the Master's Wi1l, and with an 
infinite sense of relief we realized that, though the seas of 
tribulation and separation had risen about us, ~Abdu'I·Baha 
had not left us alone. He had given us the mighty Ark of 
His 0""''Jl Covenant which we could enter into in peace 5eCUTt". 
With what grateful hearts we turned to the youthful figure 
that had suddenly heen revealed to us in that Will as our 
priceless legacy, ·described by 'Abdu'I.Baha as the fruit of 
the Twin Lole Trees, the pearl of the Twin Surging Seas, 
this new creation, vested with a unique function, the heredi~ 
tary office of Interpreter and Protector of the Faith and life~ 
head of the International House of Justice. 

First Guardian of the Cause of God 
"Let liS go back for a moment and recall what we were 

and what Shorrhi EHendi was when he first assumed his 
function as Gu~rdian. Those who remember the passing of 
the Master and the terrible blow it was to them, the intense 
unbearable grief it caused them, can best grasp what his 
feelings were. At that time he was twenty·four years of age, 
studying at Oxford University in England in order to better 
prepare himself to serve 'Abdu'I~Baha as an interpreter, and 
to translate some of the Baha'i literature into English, when 
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news of the ascension reached him. Broken·hearted, so weak 
from suffering he had to be practkally lifted from the train, 
he returned to Haifa. Then the second blow, as unexpected 
and in many ways more cruel than the first, fell upon him. 
The Will and Testament of his Grandfather was read to him 
and for the first time in his life he became apprized of the 
Master's great and well·guarded secret: that he, Shoghi 
Effendi, the beloved, eldest grandson~ was His successor and 
First Guardian of the Cause of God. Saddled with this great 
wejght, crushed by this great blow, he turned his eyes to the 
Baha'i world. He beheld a widely diversified, loosely organ· 
ized community, scattered in various parts of the globe, and 
with members in about twenty countries. These people, loyal, 
devoted and sincere though they were~ were still, to a great 
extent, living in their parent religion's house, so to speak; 
there were Christian Baha'is, Jewish Baha'is, Mul;1anunadan 
Baha'is and so on. They believed in the Baha'i Faith but were 
intimately connected with their former churches. Like fruit 
on a tree, they were a new crop hut still stuck to the old 
branch. This was true East and West alike. That was the 
point to which the Faith had evolved at the time of the 
Master's ascension. 

"We, on our part, beheld a young man of only twenty· 
four standing at the helm of the Cause and some of the 
friends felt impelled to advise him about what it would be 
wise for him to do next ... We quiclcly came to realize 
that he was not only divinely guided but had been endowed 
by God with just those characteristics needed to build up the 
Administrative Order, unite the believers in common en~ 
deavor, and coordinate their world-wide activities. , . The 
wheels of the Cause which had momentarily stood still at the 
Master's passing~ began to revolve again and at a higher 
tempo than ever before. Our Father, so patient, 50 constantly 
forgiving, whom we had tired and perhaps worried far more 
than we dreamed of, was gone, and in His stead stood our 
"true brother," young, determined to see we at last got down 
to accomplishing the tasks set us hy Baha'u'llah and the 
Master, and not willing to lose any time at all. 

"With the reading of the Will and the establishment of the 
Guardianship, came quite naturally and organically a new 
phase in the development of the Faith . ~, 

A Great J oint Effort 

"For sixteen years Shoghi Effendi never ceased to broaden 
our horizon and trajn us in Baha'i Administration, whether 
local or National. After that, he suddenly opened a new door. 
He told us, so to speak, that we were now trained enough to 
use our laboriously erected Administrative System for a great 
joint eflort, an effort to carry into effect the first stages of the 
Di vim~ Plan. . . . 

"No appraisal of the wonderful work achieved by the 
Baha'is the world over during this period would be complete 
without mention of what the Guardian himself j singlehanded. 
has done at the world center of the Faith in Palestine (now 
Israel). Aside from hi.;; constant and very heavy correspond. 
ence, with not only national and local Assemblies but with 
groups and individuals as well, aside from his cables and 
directives addressed to the Baha'is in different parts of the 
world, aside from the hooks he writes and the Baha'i literature 
he translates so painstakingly and beautifully, he has aided 
the believers financially in all of their major undertakings, 
in the East or the West ... In Haifa and 'Akk', he has not 
only succeeded in ha""ing all the Baha'i Shrines, Pilgrim 
Houses and lands perta.ining to them exempted from hoth 
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government and municipal taxes, but has also vastly increased 
the area of these endowments ... The purchase of Baha'u'· 
llab.'s mansion at Bahji, the defeat of the constant machina
tions of the Covenant-breakers, ... are but the highlights 
of his accomplishments at this world center of our Faith. 
to which flow the pilgrims and guests from every land. n 

"As we look back over these twenty-fi\Te years. it is with 
feelings of profound contentment. We Baha'is have matured 
greatly ... We have stood close to that tree which over
shadowed all mankind, and come to realize how live and great 
it is, how dense its foliage, how heavy its yield of fruits -
the tree of our /irst Guardian, our Shoghi Effendi ... whose 
SUIe and patient hand is guiding it on to the great victories 
promised by Baha'u'llili for His Faith in this Century." 

I~In gratitude for both this mighty institution of Guardian· 
ship in which mankind has found a sure refuge in this new 
age, and in gratitude for this particular first Guardian, this 
Shoghi Effendi, let us resolve to rise to a truly higher plane 
of endeavor, and above a higher plane of spiritual awareness, 
during these coming years. We must always remember that 
the only real limitations We suffer are those within ourselves. 
Rallied closely about the center of the Cause, loving him and, 
in him,. each other, we can, during the next quarter of a 
century, double our record of achievement." 

Shoghi EfFendi', Titanic Achievements 

Looking back from the present hour we can perhaps sum· 
marize our awareness of Shoghi Effendi's titanic achievements 
in these terms: 

1. His resistance to and victory over the cruel onslaughts of 
Covenant· breakers both within and outside the Holy Family 
itself. 

2. Construction of the Shrine of the Bab, the International 
Archives Building, and of the gardens surrounding the Tomb 
of Bab"'u'lI.h and adjacent to the Shrine of the Bab. 

3. Training and developing the local and national Assem· 
blies, the number of the latter having increased from two to 
twenty-six. 

4. Defining the world-wide Ten Year Plan including the 
assignment of responsibility for achievement of its several 
tasks. 

5. Appointment of membel"s to the International Baha'i 
Council. 

6. Successive appointment of twenty-seven Hands of the 
Cause. 

7. Incomparable translation of Tablets and Prayers and 
Meditations of Baha'u'llah; the writing of successive letters 
and works illumining the meaning and scope of the Faith anil 
its history from 1344 to 1944. 

Now let us turn to those earliest, precious letters through 
which the beloved Guardian gave advice~ encouragement and 
direction to the Baha'is of North America. 

"At this early hour when the morning light is just break
ing upon the Holy Land, whilst the gloom of the dear Master's 
bereavement is still hanging thick upon the hearts, I feel as 
if my soul turns in yearning love and full of hope to that 
great company of His loved ones across the seas, who now 
share with us all the agonies of His separation .... 

"True, the shock has been too terrible and sudden for us 
all to recover from in so short a time, but whenever we 
recall His Sayings and read His Writings, hope springs .in 
our hearts and gives us the peace that no other matenal 
comfort can give. 
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"How well I remember when, more than two years aoo 
the Beloved Master, turning to a distinguished visitor of His: 
who was seated hy Him in His garden, suddenly broke the 
~il~nc~ and said: 'My work is now done upon this plane; 
It 1S tIme for me to pass on to the other world.' Did He not 
on more than one occasion state dearly and emphatically: 
'Were ye to know what will corne to pass after Me, surely 
would ye pray that my end be hastened?' In a Tablet sent 
to Persia when the storm raised years ago by that Committee 
of Investigation was fiercely raging around Him, when the 
days of His incarceration were at their blackest, He revealed 
the following: 'Now the foundation of this .1I.highest Bounty 
and this wondTous Gift. Gradually whatsoever is latent in 
the innermost of this Holy Cycle shall appear and be manifest, 
lor now is but the beginning of its growth and the dayspring 
of the revelation of its Signs. Ere the close of this century 
and of this Age, it shall be made clear and manifest how 
wondrous was that Springtide and how heavenly was that 
Gift!' 

"With such assuring Utterances and the unmistakable evi· 
dences of His sure and clear knowledge that His end was 
nigh, is there any reason why the followers of His Faith, the 
world over, should he perturbed? Are not the prayers He 
revealed for us sufficient source of inspiration to every 
worker in His Cause? Have not His instructions paved before 
us the broad and straight Path of Teaching? Will not His 
now doubly effective power of Grace sustain us, strengthen 
us and confirm us in our work for Him? Ours is the duty 
to strive by day and night to fulfil our own obligation and 
then trust in His Guidance and never failing Grace. Unity 
amongst the friends, selflessness in our labors in His Path. 
detachment from all wordly things, the greatest prudence and 
caution in every step we take, earnest endeavor to carry out 
only what is His Holy Will and Pleasure, the constant aware· 
ness of His Presence and of the example of His Life, the 
absolute shunning of whatsoever we feel to be an enemy 
of the Cause . . . these, and foremost among them is the 
need for unity, appear to me as OUf vital service. Should we 
in this spirit arise to serve Him~ what surer and greater 
promise have we than the one His Glorious Father, Saha'u'· 
Ilah~ gives us in His Most Holy Book: 'Verily, We behold you 
from Our realm of effulgent Glory, and shall graciously aid 
whosoever ariseth for the triumph of OUf Cause with the 
hosts of the Celestial Concourse and a company of Our chosen 
angels.''' (January 21, 1922). 

Beloved friends! Such was the clarion call sounded by the 
beloved Guardian to comfort and reassure the hearts grief. 
stricken by the loss of the Master thirty·six years ago. 

That consolation and inspiration has eternal validity, and 
moreover to it is added the example of Shoghi Effendi's own 
sacrifice and unique achievement. Honorable is the sorrow 
caused by the passing of a loved one, when that sorrow 
purifies the heart and confirms within it the supreme love -
the love of God, and the resolute will to serve Him. 

In our meetings with another, let us be tender and con· 
siderate; in our contacts with non·believers let us be stead· 
fast as the rock in conviction of the victory of the Faith of 
Baha'u'llah! For that Sun has arisen which shall never be 
followed by night. 

Concerning the future guidance of our world community, 
information will come to us through the proper channels in 
due time. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITU AI. ASSEMBLY 

November 12, 1957 



Western Hemisphere 
Intercontinental Conference 

First Announcement 
Dear Baha'i Friends: 

Since receiving the beloved Guard
ian's announcement of the series of 
five intercontinental conferences to 
be held during 1958, the National As
sembly has been given Shoghi Ef
fendi's approval of dates and general 
arrangements. 
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The Chicago Conference will be 
held on Friday, Saturday, and Sun
day, May 2, 3, and 4, immediately 
following a three-day National Con
vention to be held April 29, 30, and 
May 1. 

These dates make it possible for 
American delegates and believers to 
attend both events. 

National Endowment oj Colombia, located near BucaTa~ 
manga, acquired on October 5, 1951. It consists of 600 square 

meters of land. 

The Guardian has also approved 
the holding of a devotional gathering 
in the auditorium of the House of 
Worship, where the precious photo
graphs of Bahil'u'lIilh and the Bilb 
can most fittingly be exhibited by 
the Guardian's representative, Hand 
of the Cause Dr. Ugo Giachery. 

The final arrangement approved 
by Shoghi Effendi is the holding of 
a public congress which undoubtedly 
will be scheduled for Sunday eve
ning, May 4, as the final session of 
the Intercontinental Conference. 

The beloved Guardian's own words 
impress us with the importance of 
this historic occasion, convened for 
the "five-fold purpose of offering 
humble thanksgiving to the Divine 
Author of our Faith ... of reviewing 
and celehratlng the series of signal 

victories ... of deliberating on ways 
and means that will insure its tri· 
umphant consummation; and of lend· 
ing simultaneously a powerful im
petus ... to the vital process of in
dividual conversion ... and to the 
construction and completion of these 
Mother Temples to be built in the 
European, the African, and Austra
lian continents." 

The Conference, while convened 
and held by the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the United States, will 
receive the Guardian's message to 
the Western Hemjsphere as delivered 
by Dr. Giachery, and will provide 
reports by, and consultation among, 
the National and Regional National 
Spiritual Assemlblies of that same 
area. 

Give Address Change to NSA Promptly to Receive Baha'I Mail! 
The volume of work at the National Baha'i Administrative Head· 

quarters now makes it impossible for the administrative staff to assume 
the responsibility of following up any returned issues of BAHA'i NEWS 
in an effort to ascertain the new address of any believer who has moved 
and left no forwarding address, or who has made no arrangements for 
having his NEWS held or forwarded during a temporary absence. 

Hereafter, when a BAHA'i NEWS is returned, the address will be 
withdra\'VIl from the m'ailing list until such time as the believer himself 
furnishes the new address and ten cents to cover the cost of re·mailing 
each issue that was returned. 

In other wards, we must now depend upon the believers themselves 
to assume responsibility for keeping the National Spiritual Assembly 
informed of all permanent or temporary changes of address that may 
affect the receipt of their Baha'i mail and their proper listing on the 
State Convention voting lists. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

The purpose of this first armOWlCe
ment is to make it possible for all 
Baha'is to make arrangements to at
tend. Travel and hotel or other ar
rangements are to be made by the 
individual believer for himself. 
Guests of the National Assembly will 
be provided with hotel accommoda· 
tions on arrivaL 

Those who attended the historic 
Jubilee Celebrations in 1953 will re
call not merely the vivid episodes of 
the extensive program, including 
dedication of the House of Worship 
on behalf of the Guardian by 
Amatu~l-Baha Rul::Iiyyih Khanum, 
but above all the power of the spirit 
engendered which enabled us to 
transcend local and national Baha'i 
areas of interest and activity, and 
attain a realization of the universal, 
the global significance of the Faith 
of Baha'u'Uah. 

HThe holding of this second series 
of Intercontinental Conferences ... 
signalizes the npening of the fourth 
phase of the Ten·Year Plan. U What 
higher privilege is offered a human 
being today'! 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

TeXAS PAROCHIAL SCHOOL 
RECOGNiZeS BAHA'I HOLY DAYS 

The All Saints Teller School, All 
Saints Episcopal Church, Fort Worth, 
Texas, has given permission to 
Baha'i children to be absent on 
Bah,,', Holy Days. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 



Two members of the TempLe Committee, with 
the aTchitect and the levelling contractor, stand
ing in the position of the center of the Temple 

and facing the Qib!ih. 

Musa Baruini, Hand of the Cause, 
and Ali Nakhjavani, Auxiliary BoaTd 
member and Chairman of the Na~ 
tional SpiTitual Assemb!y of CentTal 
and East Africa, standing on the site 

of the Temp!e. 

The Temple site levelled in pTepaTa~ 
tion for the co.mmencement of the 

foundations contract. 
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Prepare Land at Kampala 

for Construction of 

Mother Temple of Africa 

Men and machinery prepare the access road to the Temple site. 



, 

Europe 

SUMMER SCHOOL PREPARES 

FRANCE FOR FORMATION 

OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

Sanary-Sur-Mer, a picturesque 
port nestled along the curving shore~ 
line of the Mediterranean Sea, was 
the scene of the historic gathering 
of France's third Baha'i Summer 
School, held from September 1 to 6, 
1957. 

Sunny skies and tropical surround
ings added their charm to this re
gion, one of the most beautiful in 
southern France. 

The friends were housed in the 
Hotel du Pare, where all sessions of 
the conference and school also met. 

The first two days of the school 
were devoted to a teaching confer
ence on the theme, "France and the 
World Crusade." At the opening ses
sion we listened to Dr. Hermann 
Grossmann, Hand of the Cause, read 
a prayer. The bounty of his presence 
gave this conference special signifi
cance and an atmosphere of rare 
spirituality. 

Joel Marangella, member of the 
Auxiliary Board of the Hands of the 
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1;la?iratu'l-Quds of Luxembourg, located at 8 rue de Marshall 
Foch, Luxembourg-ViUe, dedicated on November 1,1957. The 
1;la?iratu'l-Quds proper is located On the second, or middle, 
floor. The ground floor and the top floOT aTe owned by 

Bahd'is. 

Cause, acting as Chairman, then 
greeted the assembled believers on 

behalf of the Summer School Com
mittee, and asked for a roll call. This 
roll caU revealed that there were 39 
adults, 2 youth, and 3 children pres
ent, representing the cities of Lyon, 
Chateauroux, Chatellerault, Orleans, 
Paris, Strasbourg, Nice, and Mar
seilles in France; and believers from 
Germany, Belgium, Austria, Hol
land, the United States, Kenya, Bel
gian Congo, and Madagascar. 

Much love was evident in the 
hearts and on the faces of those from 
each center as they arose to give 
their names. A further 'blessing was 
the fact that among them there were 
many new French believers who 
were attending their first summer 
school. 

National Endowment of New Zealand, located neaT New Plymouth in the 
Taranaki District. 

Dr. Grossmann~ speaking in Eng
lish, gave some inspirational open
ing words. He remarked on the great 
change which had taken place in 
France since his visit of two years 
ago. He compared the cold winter 
of that time to the growth of the 
teaching work, and pointed out how 
it had developed into the warm 
sp,ringtim_e of spiritual blossoming 
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and development. He hoped that this 
great surge of spiritual enthusiasm 
would soon bring forth the summer 
with all its fruits. 

He pointed out that France would 
have a special opportWlity with the 
new National Spiritual Assembly 
which is to be formed during Ri<;lvim 
1958, and that this achievement 
would require much effort, as only 
a few months remain. 

In closing, Dr. Grossmann said he 
hoped that this conference would 
strengthen us for the time ahead, 
and help us to enter next year with 
strong communities, as well as a 
strong National Assembly. 

Reports on Goal. 
Later in the conference reports 

were called for from representatives 
of Assem hlies and groups on "Th e 
Goals in France and the Actual 
Progress." 

"The Goals in France" provided a 
theme for much consideration. Mr. 
Marangella reminded us that our be
loved Guardian had announced at the 
Stockholm conference the goals for 
Europe. We were told at that time 
that our assemblies must be quad
rupled during the Crusade, meaning 
that eight would be needed by 1963. 
Also, that our other go als were the 
establishment of the National Spirit~ 
ual Assembly. the acquisition of the 
Haziratu'I·Quds and the National En
d.o~ent._ and the achievement of 
National Incorporation. 

In conclusion Mr. Marangella 
pointed out that we have already 
achieved two of these goals, namely 
the IJ"a~iratu'I~Quds in Paris which 
will become national when the Na
tional Assem:bly is formed, and the 
National Endowment. 

Shoghi Effendi has specified that 
France will form its National Spirit
ual Assembly during the mid-point of 
the Crusade, and has designated cer
tain cities in France as goal cities. 
These are Orleans, Marseilles, Bor~ 
deaux, Strasbourg, Metz, Dijon, 
Nancy, Poitiers, and Lille. With the 
recent settlement of Miss Honor 
Kempton in Nancy, Mrs. Amelia 
Bowman in Strasbourg, and Mr. 
Charles Somers in Metz, all goals 
have been opened except Dijon. 

At the Sunday evening sessi-on on 
Septemher I, .Dr. Grossmann was 
most informative in discussing ques~ 
tions put to us during our teaching 
efforts. He answered such questions 
as: What is the difference between 
good and evil? Does God answer 
every prayer? What is soul and 
spirit? Why should we pray? What 
is obedience ~ 

He pointed out that when a soul 
becomes a Baha'i it is changed, and 
it will attract everything in a dif
ferent way. 

The Monday morning session was 
given over to Louis Henuzet, mem~ 
ber of the Auxiliary Board, who gave 
an illuminating and comprehensive 
presentation on the Administrative 
Order. 
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That afternoon 35 at us travelled 
by chartered bus to the nearby cit.y 
of Marseilles for a public meeting 
at the Foyer-Theatre Massalia. Mr. 
Henuzet gave a brilliant talk on 
"Which to Choose: Science or Re
ligion~" Seventy-two persons at
tended this meeting. 

In recalling the spirit of the entire 
week, these words came to mind: 
"Know thou of a certainty that Love 
is the secret of God's holy Dispen
sation, the manifestation of the All· 
Merciful, the fountain of spiritual 
outpourings. Love is heaven's kindly 
light, the Holy Spirit's eternal breath 
that vivifies the human soul." (The 
Divine Art of Living, page 108.) 

We had, one and all, been re
freshed at the fountain of that love, 
and our souls were truly vivified and 
illumined. As we journeyed home
ward, we were resolved that we 
would accomplish more than ever 
this year. 

-AYNED MCCOMB 

Correction 
The United Nations Non~Govern

mental Organizati-ons Conference in 
Rome, Italy, reported in BAHA'i NEWS 
for September On page 10, was held 
at the Food and Agriculture Admin
istration headquarters instead of 
Foreign Affairs Office. The error 
was due to a misinterpretation of ab· 
breviations used by Dr. Ugo 
Giachery in his report. 

Second European Conference called by the Hands Of the Cause in Europe at the HOtel des Salines, 
Bex les Bains, Switzerland, on September 22-25, 1957. 
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Ircla 

HAIL NEWSLETTERS FROM 

LAND OF FAITH'S BIRTH 

Plans for a regular newsletter 
from trim have been received with 
joy and thanksgiving by National As
semblies in many lands, and many 
of their national news pUblications 
have been reprinting information 
from the first two issues of this news
letter received to date. 

Written over the signature of A. 
Furutan, secretary of the Nationa1 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
iran, the newsletter conveys heart
warming assurances of the steady 
spread of the Faith in the land of its 
birth despite the recent persecutions 
by the Iranian government. 

F'Ollowing are excerpts from these 
first two issues of the franian Bahci~i 
News: 

Baha'is are at present serving the 
Cause of God in more than 1000 cen
ters throughout frim. In 1955, when 
the persecutions began, there were 
100 centers throughout trim. Con
sidering the difficult circumstances 
under which the friends were work· 
ing, this is a tremendous achieve
ment, even to a degree that the be· 
loved Guardian has congratulated 
them. 

The restrictions and persecutions 
of the friends that started in trim in 
1955 are gradually subsiding. The 
government agreed to return all the 
Baha'i I;Ia~iratu'l-Quds, even the Na
tional I:Ia~iratu'l-Quds in Tihran, but 
no meetings are yet held in these 
buildings. 

The news of the activities and vic
torious accomplishments of the 
friends in other parts of the world 
are regularly translated and sent out 
to all the Baha'i communities in iran, 
so that they may rejOice in the suc
cess of their spiritual brethren. 

In Touch With World Conter 
One fortunate circumstance that 

compensates for all the persecutions 
of the friends in iran is the constant 
communication with the World Cen
ter of the Cause of God and the be
loved Guardian. 

Cables from the Guardian, mes
sages from the revered Hands of the 
Cause residing in the Holy Land, 
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Local Spiritual Assembly Of the BaM'is of Galle, Ceylon, 
formed on April 21, 1957. 

communications of the International 
Baha'i Council, and letters of the 
Eastern Secretary of that Council, 
conveying the instructions of the 
Guardian, have been regularly 
received. 

Each year a great number of the 
friends from iran, and particularly 
from Tihrim, go on holy pilgrimage, 
and on their return bring messages, 
instructions, and glad·tidings from 
the beloved Guardian. Since the 
friends in fran very eagerly meet 
with these pilgrims, the glad-tidings 
from the Holy Land are conveyed to 
a great number of friends. 

During the past year 64 persons 
from iran have gone on holy pilgrim
age and returned to gladden the 
hearts of the friends 'With their mes
sages and news from the Holy Land. 

In the same period 32 pilgrims 
from iraq made the pilgrimage 
under a schedule of the iranian Na· 
tional Spiritual Assembly, which is 
responsible for the administration of 
the Faith in 'iraq. 

Letters From Pioneers 
Many letters from Persian pio

neers throughout the world have 
been received by the National As
sem,bly. Here is a sample of such 
letters. Dr. Rahmat Mahajir is one 
of the Baha'i pioneers who is also the 
spiritual conqueror of Mentawai Is· 
lands. The names of this beloved 
friend and his dear wife are regis· 
tered on the Roll of Honor. 

He writes: "In Sipapajet. one of 
the Mentawai villages, a Baha'i 
School has been established and 
named 'Tarbiyyat' after the BaM'i 
School of ':fihran which was closed 

by the Government in 1933. Mr. Sam
sury, one of the native Baha'is who 
is a very learned person, has re
signed his position as a teacher in 
the government schools, and is teach
ing the native Baha'is in the Baha'i 
School. 

"The children and the villagers are 
all very happy. So is he of this 
achievement of his. Baha'is of other 
villages complain that Mr. Samsury 
has not been given to them. These 
same natives, who value education 
so much, compete in persuading a 
teacher to go to their village, where
as before embracing the Faith did 
not want schools and said, 'God has 
given us copra and chickens, what 
do we want with education? Our chil
dren eat these and grow up.' Now 
these same people build a house for 
the teacher. 

"We are trying to establish Baha'i 
schools in every village, even though 
they may only have one or two 
grades. 

HMr. Jamwid Ma'ani, one of the 
Persian pioneers in Indonesia, has 
volunteered, with the approval of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of South 
East Asia, to come to Mentawai and 
spend two years in these islands 
serving the Cause and educating 
Baha'i children. He is very success
ful in the service of God, and will 
soon bear the responsibility for one 
of the Baha'i villages all by himself. 

"Mr. Rustam Payman is another 
Persian pioneer who is serving these 
islands with utmost sincerity, and 
the natives almost worship him. One 
of the villages has been named 
'Rustamabad' after him. He is going 
to assume total responsibility for one 
of the villages. 
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Local Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is of Sao Caetano, 
Brazil, formed on April 21, 1957. 

HI am writing this letter from the 
Sipora Island. one of the Mentawai 
Islands. The people of this island 
are, for the most part, Christian, but 
there are also a few Muslim villages. 
I believe it will be v-ery easy to 
teach the Faith in this island, and 
in the future thes e people will em
brace the Faith in groups, because 
they are ready for the message of 
God. 

~ ~The site of the Maffiriqu 'l-Adhka. r 
in Mentawai has also been pur
chased. Mrs. Mahajir was instru
mental in accomplishing this goal." 

Iherian Peninsula 

HAZiRA TU'L-QUDS 
DEDICATED AT LISBON 
ON BAS'S BIRTHDAY 

The day of the dedication of the 
I:Ia?iratu'l-Quds, October 20, the An
niversary of the birth of the glorious 
Bah, was a splendidly brilliant one 
in Lisbon. Since June 21, 1957 p date 
of the acquisition, things had been 
stirring this new Baha'i Center in 
the Garden Quarter, District of Lu
miar (light). Richard Nolen had 
come from his pioneer post in the 
Azores Islands to help with moving. 
and Carlos Salomao of Portugal had 
put the place in bright condition for 
its new function. 

The beloved Guardian had written 
to the Iherian friends on October 21, 
1956, saying that "to establish these 
essential institutions of the Faith at 

this time is of great importance, and 
the believers will find, when they 
have their own center, how it will 
become a focal point for their ac
tivities and how it will attract to the 
Faith souls with capacity, who, when 
they understand the Teachings, will 
be eager to join the ranks of the 
Baha'is and reinforce their efforts." 

Believers and their friends came 
from Oporto, Lisbon, and Portimao. 
making about 23 in all. On Sunday 
morning they gathered in the large, 
light. upstairs room with its large 
porch overlooking the campus of the 
University of Lisbon, now under con
struction but still mostly farmland. 
Mr. Jose Serra, chairman of the Li.s
bon Spiritual Assembly, welcomed 
the guests and presented Mr. Angelo 
Carneiro, member of the Iberian Re
gional National Spiritual Assembly, 
who presided thereafter. Since Dr. 
Ugo Giachery, Hand of the Cause, 
was not able to attend, Mr. Joel 
Marangella of Orleans, France, an 
Auxilliary Board member, carne in 
his stead. 

After music and prayers Mr. 
Marangella gave a short discourse, 
mentioning the pioneers who had 
worked to build the Baha'i commu
nity of Portugal. He then explained 
the importance of the institution of 
the I:Ia~iratu'l-Quds. as well as the 
urgency of teaching and spreading 
the Message of Baha' u'llah. In the 
name of the Guardian, the l;!a~iratu'l
Quds of Lisbon was declared official
ly dedicated to the service of the 
Faith. 
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Mr. Ventura Rodriquez then read 
the following tenderly stirring mes
sage of the Guardian, written to the 
Iherian -believers in his own hand 
on July 2, 1957, but indeed a galva: 
nizing stimulus to all who labor for 
the Faith wherever they might be: 

"The recent achievements of my 
dearly loved friends, labouring so de
votedly in the Iberian Penn insula 
has filled my heart with feelings of 
joyous admiration and profound 
thankfulness. I cannot but marvel at 
their consecration, their fidelity, 
their perseverance and tmtiring en
deavours for the furtherance of so 
glorious a Cause. 

"The Plan, with which their spirit
ual destiny is so closely bound up, 
must be prosecuted with inflexible 
resolve and utter dedication to its 
aims and purposes. They must not 
rest for a second, and, with hearts 
afire with the love of God and fixed 
on the ideals of his infinitely precious 
Faith, must labour systematically 
and unitedly until all the objectives 
of the Plan they now prosecute 
with such noble determination are 
achieved. 

"Upon the discharge of their pres. 
ent responsibilities must depend to a 
large extent the enlargement of the 
.s-cope of their glorious mission, and 
the initiation of a still more momen. 
taus stage in the evolution of their 
institutions within the orbit of our 
glorious Faith. 

~'Theirs is a mighty and sacred 
responsibility which they must not, 
under any circumstance, abandon or 
neglect. Theirs is a priceless oppor
tunity which they must sieze with 
promptitude and eagerness, and 
utilize to the utmost until that re
sponsibility is fully and befittingly 
discharged. 

"The Concourse on High watches 
over them, ready to vouchsafe its aid 
and confer its blessing on their val
iant and concerted endeavours. The 
Author of the Divine Plan will, as 
promised by Him in His epoch-mak
ing Tablets, assist them to surmount 
whatever {)bstacles they may en· 
counter in their path, and crown 
their historic enterprise with a re
sounding victory. The Founder of the 
Faith, Himself, will not fail to re.
ward them, in His Own Kingdom, 
and in accordance with His wisdom 
and bounty, for their share in the 
furtherance of the interests of His 
world encompassing Order, and to 
exalt them amidst the company of 
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His immortal saints and heroes 
dwelling in the Abha Kingdom. 

"That they may prove themselves 
worthy of their high calling, that they 
may excite, by the quality and range 
of their achievements, the admi. 
ration of their brothers in all the con· 
tinents of the globe. that they may 
hasten, by the very nature of their 
exertions, the advent of the day when 
they will have entered upon a still 
more exalted stage in their collec
tive advancement on the high road 
of their destiny-is a prayer that I 
will continue to offer with all the fer
vour of my soul, at the Threshold of 
His Most Holy Shrine." SHOGm. 

A signed message from the Hands 
of the Cause in America, Mrs. 
Corinne True, Mr. Horace Holley. 
and Mr. Paul Haney, was read, fol
lowed by messages from the Na
tional Spiritual Assemblies of the 
U.S., and Iberia, as well as the vari· 
ous local spiritual assemblies. Lov· 
ing gifts were acknowledged, among 
these being .a large framed portrait 
of the Master, 'Abdu'l-Bahit, from the 
Azores Group; two hand.wrought 
iron wall lamps made by two of the 
Lisbon friends; a beautiful photo
graph album with historic pictures 
from the Oporto friends; a precious 
framed Greatest Name given by an 
Oporto friend; a beautiful leather~ 

worked Greatest Name brought by 
Joel Marangella. 

Carlos Salomao, vice chairman of 
the Lisbon Spiritual Assembly, 
raised a prayer that the Faith in 
Portugal would grow fast and strong, 
and as straight as the little green 
cypress about to be planted in the 
nrne-sided pool. With the triumphant 
"Ode to Joy" from Beethoven's Ninth 
Symphony, the friends filed outside 
to the garden to plant the tree, to 
take photographs, and then to par
take of material food to balance the 
abundant spiritual feast. 

The first part of the afternoon was 
devoted to the celebration of the An
niversary of the birth of the Bab, 
with prayers and a short talk by 
Jose Serra. At four o'clock on this 
joyous day a first Summer School 
session under National auspices was 
held as a result of the Guardian's re
cent instructions to hold more such 
relUlions even though very small. 
Virginia Orbison, mem'ber of the Na~ 
tional Teaching Committee, pre
sided, and short but instructive dis
courses were given by Angelo Car
neiro. who gave a masterly introduc
tion to the Faith with logical and per
suasive argument; Joaquim Cunha, 
who read a paper on the 12 prin
ciples: Joel Marangella, who spoke 
on the importance of the Summer 
Schools and teaching: and Carlos 
Salomao, who spoke movingly On 

the spiritual aspects of the Baha'i 
Faith. 

Public Meeting at the National School Of Drama, Asuncion, Paraguay, on 
October 14, 1957, with over 50 persons attending. Roque Centuria (left) is 
introducing Roberto Cazcarra of Montevideo, Uruguay. Both are members 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of Argentina, Bolivia, Chile~ Paraguay~ 
and Uraguay. This was one of four public meetings held in conjunction with 

the second Regiona~ Baha'i Congress on October 13. 
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After tea and a social time, the 
friends took leave of each other with 
glowing faces reflecting new and 
promise·laden resolves for the fulfill
ing of all of the goals of the Ten-Year 
Plan and the triumph of Baha 'u 'llah' s 
Faith in Portugal. A ,cable was sent 
to the beloved Guardian assuring 
him of the love of the friends and of 
their renewed impulse to go forward 
on this day of the Dedication of the 
l:1a~iratu'l-Quds of Lisbon, the Anni
versary of the Bab, October 20, 
1957-144. 

-VIRGINIA ORmSON 

Germany. Austria 

DIFFICULTIES CONTINUE 
ON TEMPLE SITE 

The negotiations for the Temple 
site at DiedenbergenITaWlus have 
been continued with the Government 
of Hesse, the National Spiritual As
sembly of Germany and Austria 
reports. 

Unfortunately another difficulty 
has arisen which seems insurmount· 
able, The projected building would 
be standing too close to a beacon, 
which will be enlarged, for directing 
the airplanes so that the authorities 
of the airport had to refuse their ap
proval, for strictly technical reasons. 

A definite answer. however, has 
not yet been received as it is chan
neled through the Government. In all 
proba;bility the fact must be faced 
that another location has to be found. 

The Temple d-esign was further de
veloped in order to meet with the 
requests of the Guardian and recon
cile the desired building with the 
restrictions put up by the author
ities. The present plans seem to meet 
with these two requirements. 

Nortb Eost Asia 

FIRST SUMMER SCHOOL 
HELD IN KOREA 

Anticipated by three preceding win
ter and summer conferences in that 
same city, the first Baha'i Summer 
School of Korea took place in 
Kwangju, Korea, September 28, 29, 
and 30, having been called into be
ing by the beloved Guardian in his 
message to the first Baha'i Conven
tion of North East Asia as one of 
the goals of the Six-Year Plan for 
that area. 
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Exceeding both in the depth of the 
teaching offered and in the maturity 
of the believers attending any pre
vious gathering of Baha1is in Korea, 
the session began on a serious note 
when early the first day Hand of the 
Cause of God Agnes Alexander slip
ped and fell on the stone steps of 
the meeting place, spraining her an~ 
kle. But the prayers of the following 
morning brought unity as well as 
healing, and the school continued 
with an ever-deepening tone. 

The talk by William Maxwe 11 On 
the successive purifications of the 
Water of Life; the reading and ex
planation of the "Tablet of Carmel" 
by Noureddin Momtazi and his re
counting of his experiences in meet
ing both 'Abdu'l-Baha and the Guard
ian in different times, places, and 
conditions; the reading and elucida· 
tioD of portions of the IIWill and 
Testament" of 'Abdu'I-Bahil and the 
explanation of the Guardianship by 
Hand of the Cause Miss Alexander, 
as well as her very presence itself -
a blessing to this opening school un
equalled in the history of any of the 
previous conferences - these stand 
out as the most memorable aspects 
of an entirely successful and unfor
gettable "summer" schooL And the 
following cablegram from the be
loved Guardian revealed the reason 
for its success: "Delighted. Assure 
attendants fervent prayers extension 
a'Ctivities consolidation newly born 
institution. Deepest love." 

-WILLIAM H. MAXWELL 

Central and East Africa 

SIGN CONTRACT 
FOR FOUNDATION 
OF AFRICA TEMPLE 

On October 22, 1957, the contract 
for the building of the foundations 
of the Mother Temple of Africa was 
signed. This initial contract will 
cover the building of the Temple to 
the floor level, including the exterior 
steps. 

There have been a number of un
fortunate delays which now seem to 
be behind us, and the building will 
go ahead with all speed. 

During the three months estimated 
for this preliminary foundations 
work, all drawings for the main con
tract will have been completed and 
submitted to those Government au
thorities directly concerned with 
such work, and whose approval must 
be granted; bills of quantity will 
have been finalized; the main con
tractor chosen, and contracts signed. 

On the site of the Temple there is 
no water, so after considering all 
aspects, it was decided to make ar~ 
rangements for the sinking of a bore
hole. Drilling for this has already 
commenced, and when water is 
struck a considerable saving in the 
cost of the Temple is envisaged. 

Kampala is greatly honored, for 
before the foundations work is com
pleted, during the African Intercon
tinental Conference in January 1958. 
Amatu'l-Baha RiilJ-iyyih Khanum 
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will place in the foundations a por
tion of the precious earth from the 
inmost Shrine of Baha'u'llah. Also in 
the foundations will be placed, by the 
revered Hand of the Cause Musa 
Banani, a casket containing a small 
quanity of the plaster from the ceil
ing of the room in the fortress of 
Mah-Kii. where the Bah was im
prisoned. 

Shortly after this great occasion, 
work on the main building is sched
uled to commence, and it is hoped 
that the Temple will be completed by 
March 1959. 

-PHILIP HAINSWORTH 

South East Asia 

PUBLICATIONS IN FIVE 
LANGUAGES COMPLETED 

Five languages are represented in 
new publications annoWlced by the 
National Spiritual Assembly of South 
East Asia. They include: 

Message Of Baha~u'Uah or Adajaran 
Bahti·u'ltah published in the Indones
ian language; Baha'i Faith-A Faith 
for Unity in the Toaradja language; 
Bahci·i Teachings for a World Faith 
published in the Eatak and Javi lan
guages; and Buddha and Amitabha 
in Chinese. 

In addition, the work of reviewing 
of the translation of Baha.~u'llah and 
the New Era into the Indonesian lan
guage is nearing completion, and it 
is hoped that the printing will be 
completed in the near future. 

Italo-Swiss Summer School held at Hote~ des Salines~ Bex tes Bains, Switzerland, on September 
13-20, 1957. 

• 
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Australia 

ENDOWMENT ESTABLISHED 
TO CONSTRUCT SCHOOL 

The pioneer in New Hebrides, 
Mrs. Bertha Dobbins, has conducted 
a school in her home at Port Vila 
which has been recognized by the 
Guardian as one of three Baha'i 
schools in the Pacific area. She re
cently has received notice to vacate 
her residence there. 

To insure the continuance of this 
school, the National Spiritual M
sembly of Australia has established 
a "New Hebrides Endowment." At 
least £2500 is required in order to 
purchase land and construct a build
ing suitable for use as a residence 
and school for Mrs. Dobbins for the 
preservation of this historic enter
prise. 

North Easf Af~l"a 

TRANSLATE "25 YEARS 
OF GUARDIANSHIP" 
INTO ARABIC 

The National Translation and Re
viewing Committee of the North East 
Africa National Spiritual Assembly 
has publisbed the translation of 
uTwenty-Five Years of the Guard
ianship" by Riil).iyyih Khanum into 
the Arabic langu age_ 

Wide distribution has been under
taken, the National Assembly re
ports, to enable the friends to under
stand more fully the institution of the 
Guardianship, leading to a better 
understanding of the Faith and 
greater loyalty to the Sign of God on 
Earth_ 

EGYPT, SUDAN BAHA'IS 
INSPIRED BY VISIT 
OF HAND OF CAUSE 

During the month of October the 
friends of Egypt and of the Sudan 
had the privilege of a visit from the 
Hand of the Cause in Africa, Mr_ 
Musa Banani, Mrs. Banani, and Aux· 
iliary Board Member Aziz Yazdi. On 
the instructions of the beloved 
Guardian, Mr. Hanam cheered the 
friends with the glad tidings of the 
progress of the Cause in the African 
Continent as well as in the Pacifi-c 
Ocean areas. 

The news of the initiative steps to 
construct the Baha'i Temple in Kam
pala, heart of the African Continent, 
was a source of greater momentum 
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Local Spiritual Assembly Of the Baha'is of Burnside, South 
Australia, formed on Apri! 21, 1957_ 

to the desire of the friends to keep 
apace with the march of the World 
Crusade, filling them with renewed 
energy to serve faithfully toward the 
great Jubilee of 1963. 

Mr. Banani met with the National 
Spiritual Assembly as well as the Lo
cal Spiritual Assemhlies of Cairo, 
Port-Said, and Alexandria. As a re
sult of these meetings many of the 
friends took immediate steps to 
pioneer. 

-BADI BUSHRUI 

Nortflwesf Africa 

CONTACT KABYL BERBERS, 
MUSLIMS OF M'ZAB 

Northwest Africa Baha'i News has 
published an account of the visit of 
Mr. Attar, the Regional Teaching 
Committee secreta'fy, of A1giers, to 
Bone, where during four days he con
tacted some Kabyl Berbers, who 
showed interest in the Faith. 

The highlight of this teaching trip 
by Mr. Attar was his visit to M'zab, 
600 kilometers south of Algiers, 
where no previous Baha'i had set 
foot. Some of the Algiers contacts 
were in M'zab. Mr. Attar taught the 
Faith to many people, among whom 
was the chief religious man, who is 
the head of the progressive Muslims 
of M'zab. Two hours were spent in 
talking with him, and Mr. Attar left 
copies of the Kitab-i~iqan and A Trav
eler's Narrative. 

Mr. Attar wrote: "And in this way 
r taught the Faith discreetly or plain
ly, .and gave proofs of the authen
ticity of the Blessed Perfection in 
their meetings or Feasts either indi
vidually or collectively. In all, the 

Faith was taught to more than 200 
persons, but the number with whom 
I had direct contact and to whom I 
had spoken a few times is 27." 

One contact embraced the Faith 
and said he would come to declare 
in Algiers, while six others are very 
near declaration. 

Alaska 
FIVE NSA MEMBERS 
TO PIONEER 

Five members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Alaska, newly 
formed last April, have made de
cisions to pioneer. 

Robert Moul and his family will 
move to a goal in southeastern 
Alaska; Warren and Kathy Rodgers 
will move to Nome; and Verne and 
Janet Stout will move to the goal 
area of Matanuska Valley, 50 miles 
north~st of Anchorage. 

Nome is a goal for the formation 
of a local assembly by next April, 
and at present has only one pioneer; 
the goals to be filled by these friends 
are virgin areas. 

National Assembly Incorporated 
A further goal of the World Cru

sade was attained on September 25, 
1957, with the signing of the legal 
papers for the incorporation of the 
National Spiritual Assembly by the 
office of the Attorney General in 
Juneau. 

Temple Site Land Approved 
The National Assembly also re

ports that the Guardian has approved 
the tbree-acre gift tract of land for 
a Temple site, reported in BARA1f 
NEWS for September. 
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INTERRACIAL COMMITTEE 

ANNOUNCES PROGRAM 

With the approval of the National 
Spiritual AssemblYt the Baha'i Inter
racial Teaching Committee has 
adopted a three-part program for the 
current year. Part I is directed to
ward teaclting the Negro people in 
the south - our greatest national 

challenge; Part II offers suggestions 
for the local observance of Negro 
History Week February 9-15, 1958, 
and Part III outlines Baha'i activities 
for Race Amity Day, June 10, 1958. 

Bulletin Available 

The committee's bulletin, being 
mailed to local spiritual assemblies 
and available to isolated believers 
on request, describes the Baha'i Tole 
in each of these three endeavors, 
with major emphasis on Part I -
the year-round, continuing, two-fold 
responsibility of the American Baha'i 

''Not By TIle Forte 01 Numbers ••. " 
Not by the .tD~ce of numbers, not by the mere exposition of a set Of new 

and noble prtnc1.pte~~ not by an organized campaign Of teaching - no 
matteT how worldwlde and elaborate in its character - not even by the 
sta.unchness Of Our faith Or the exaltation af our enthusiasm can We ulti
mately hope to vindicate in the eyes of a critical and scePtical age the 
.upr~:ne claim of the AbM Revelation. One thing and only one thing will 
unfath.ngly and alot~e secure the undoubted triumph Of this sacred Cause 
na.mely~ the extent to which Our own inner life and private character miTro; 
forth in their manifold aspects the splendor of those eterna! principles pro
claimed by Bahu'u'llah, 

-SHOGHI EFFENDI, Baha'i Administration~ p. 66 

~is is the story of Jay, through whose example and devotion a capable, 
dedIcated soul has been won for service to Bah.i'u'IL3,h and His Cause in 
another land, 

Jay is almost 80 years of age, For many months he was in the county 
hospital recovering from broken bones and severe bruises after having been 
struck by a motorist. He lives alone, in One small room, and he does his own 
shopping. 

One day a p~sserby, a business visitor from a South American country, 
saw Jay strugglmg un his way home with a bag of groceries, with a cane to 
help support his still-weak leg. He assisted Jay to his room, and after they 
had visited a few minutes Jay asked his visitor "the question." The stranger 
was at once so interested that he stayed for almost an hour asking questions, 
and departed with a few Baha'i pamphlets. 

A few days later the young man returned, asked more questions, and 
again left with liteTature. The next week Jay invited him to go to the fireside 
of another believer, and here his eager interest became an inspiration to the 
group of Baha'is and non-Baha'is studying the teachings together. Within a 
few weeks he was completely convinced of the validity, the aims, and the 
purposes of the Cause of Baha'u'llah and applied to the local spiritual as
sembly for enrollment, that he might return to his home fully prepared to 
play his part in the consolidation of this new Faith in his own city and 
country. 

A war refugee from Central Europe to South America, and sent to the 
United States by his business firm for specialized training, this young man 
found through this "chance" acquaintance the real purpose of life shining 
through the broken pattern of his past, and it is Jay, whom he loves as a 
father, who gave him the key. 

This is a glowing example of the truth that everywhere there are ready 
souls waiting to receive the Message and that no Baha'i is ever too old, too 
feeble, too poor, to attract and win for Baha'u'llah new "recruits" with the 
fire and capacity to spread the light of His Cause in places and lands far 
beyond the reach of him who mentions the blessed Name of his Lord. 
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community, namely to attract and 
win more Negroes in the south as 
recruits for Baha'u'llah and to fear
lessly demonstrate everywhere, in
cluding the south, the oneness of 
mankind. Teaching aids and other 
suggestions are offered, including 
ways and means of checking the rea
sons why the Negro contact or seeker 
does not go all the way and become 
a Baha'i. 

Negro History Week 
While the assemblies and Baha'i 

groups are not expected to SponSOT 

Negro History Week this year to the 
extent this was done last year, the 
excellent ground work that was laid 
and the fine relationships and con
tacts established with Negro leaders 
and local organizations interested in 
interracial work must not be allowed 
to wither. 

Active participation in local Negro 
History Week observances should be 
offered, and this as soon a'S possible 
so as to be in on the planning stage. 
Again, the Interracial Teaching Com. 
mittee's bulletin suggests how this 
might be done. 

Race Amity Day 
In line with the Guardian's hope 

that the Baha'i-sponsored Race 
Amity Day may achieve the same 
national recognition that is accorded 
World Religion Day, aU Baha'i com
munities and groups are urged to 
cooperate in making the observance 
of this event a full·scale undertaking 
this year, The Committee outlines 
how this can be done and suggests 
a wide variety of local programs that 
can be undertaken ~~to celebrate the 
Baha'] teaching of the Oneness of 
Mankind, the distinguishing feature 
of the Revelation of Baha'u'llah." 

In planning and carrying out any 
and all of these three aspects of in· 
terracial teaching work, the interest, 
talents, and vitality of Baha'i youth 
should not be overlooked. Youth 
members might well be added to the 
planning and contact committees. 
and the panel of speakers or for 
group discussion should, if at all 
possible, include a Baha'i youth. 

The Committee welcomes requests 
for sugg.estions and help in making 
interracial teaching an outstanding 
and significant aspect of local teach
ing effort this yea r. 

'-BAHA'i INTERRACIAL 

TEACHING COMMI'ITEE 
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TWO EDITIONS OF 
CATALOG AVAILABLE FROM 
BAHA'i PUBLISHING TRUST 

DECEMBER 1957 

The new general catalog is now 
available from the Baha'i Publishing 
Trust, and is being sent to all local 
librarians, national committees, and 
isolated Baha'is who have accounts 
with the Publishing Trust. Extra 
copies will be included in next ship
ments of book orders for local librar
ians to furnish to their local commit
tees. This general edition of the cata
log includes everything available at 
time of its publication, It is not in
tended for distribution to contacts, 
bookstores, or anyone except Baha'is 
who order literature, as it contains 
many Teaching and Administrative 
aids of no interest to non-Baha'is. 

Compton Judiciat District, Calif., BahcPi ChHdTen's Class. 

All new publishing items, or items 
going out of print, as well as any 
price changes, are listed regularly in 
BAHA'i NEWS and catalogs should be 
kept current from this source of in
formation which is readily accessible 
to everyone. 

·Special- Edition Prepared for 
Bookstore. and Contacts 

A special, briefer edition of the 
Baha'i Literature Catalog has now 
been made available for furnishing 

to the book trade (b<Jokstores, 
dealers, etc.), and also for giving to 
contacts who are seriously interested 
in ordering Baha'i books. 

The Publishing Trust receives 
many requests from communities 
and individuals concerning informa
tion on handling of Baha'i books by 
a local bookstore. There is no reason 
why a local assembly should not 
encourage the handling of Baha"i 
books by a local bookstore, or sug
gest titles most likely to be in de
mand from the public. From this 
point on, however, the bookstore 
should deal directly with the Publish
ing Trust. The local assembly 

United Nations Day observance sponsored by the Baha'i group of Durham, 
N. C., in association with the HarTiet Tubman BTanch Of the Y,W.C.A. 
Speakers included a physician from India, and a guest from Liberia. Slides 
of the United Nations Organization were shown, and records of many lands 
were played. The meeting was dosed with the Baha'i prayer for Unity, and 

an hemr Of fellowship fonowed. 

sllould in no way act as a supplier 
or dealer t since it is a non~profit or
ganization stocking literature solely 
for its own religious purposes. Either 
the book dealer can write direct to 
the Publishing Trust in Wilmette 
for information, or the local as
sembly can furnish the Trust with 
the name and address of the book 
dealer, In either case the necessary 
information, together with the spe
cial catalog, will be sent to the book 
dealer direct, 

Most bookstores are aware of the 
source for ordering Baha'i books 
through ads and listings of titles in 
The Trade List Annual, Books In 
Print, The PubHsher's Weekly, and 
other trade reference sources, 

Baha'is desiring copies of this spe
cial edition of the catalog for inter
ested contacts may order them 
through their local librarians at cost 
price of $.10 per copy. (See Publish
ing Trust section), 

LIST COLLEGES NEEDING 
STUDENT PIONEERS 

The College Bureau now has a list 
of colleges where Baha'i students are 
needed. It would ·be .appreciated if 
all students interested in going to col
lege next fall or transferring at the 
end of the sem·ester would contact 
the College Bureau, P. O. Box 956, 
Stanford, Calif. This is a chance for 
students who want to pioneer at 
home while still in school. 

This Committee still has not heard 
from all students enrolled in univer~ 
sities and colleges. It would be ap
preciated if every student would 
write immediately. 
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SUNDAY MORNING LSA 

MEETINGS SUGGESTED 
An unusual solution to the problem 

of finding enough time for local 
spiritual assembly and committee 
meetings without detracting from 
teaching activities has been sug
gested by the Birmingham, Ala., 
Local Spiritual Assembly. 

"In our efforts to give adequate 
time to local spiritual assem·bly 
meetings and other planning work. 
and still not detract from the time 
and effort we wish to give to actual 
teaching, we feel that we have struck 
on an excellent compromise. 

"We hold one major assembly 
meeting at 9:30 a.m. the first Sunday 
of every month. We feel that in this 
we come to our consultation fresh 
and unhurried. In addition to this t 

the assembly members meet for a 
brief (one-half hour) meeting pre
ceeding each Nineteen Day Feast. 

"In this way we can keep our work 
up-to-date, take care of any urgent 
things that may come up, and still 
not take away an evening or other 
time which could otherwise be given 
to other activities,1I 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
Yakima Herald, Sunday, June 23, 

1957, published a feature story by 
Velma Baylor on the artistic career 

WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 
Fifth Year: 1957·1958 

Annual Budget .......... $42.'5,000.00 
Total Requirements: 

May 1 to October 31 
Total Contributions: 

May 1 to October 31 

212,500.00 

154,000.00 
-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

of Mrs. Victor de Araujo, with 
a photo of the artist seated at her 
easel. "Both Mr. and Mrs, de Araujo 
are active in the Baha'i Faith and 
take part in study cIa s ses and 
firesides." 

"Elijah's Mountain Today" is the 
title of an article on Mount Carmel 
by Paula Arnold published In The 
Evening Sun, Baltimore, Md., on 
May 30, 1957. "Easily the most spec· 
tacular building on MOlUlt Carmel, 
however, is not any of the churches 
mentioned, but the Baha'i Temple 
(i.e., Shrine of the Bab) with its 
golden cupola, standing halfway up 
the Mount, above landscaped gar
dens, visible from every point of the 
town." 

Mercer Crose, Mirmeapolis Trib· 
une staff writer, devoted consider· 
able space to an article on the Faith 
in the Morning Tribune of May 27. 
1957, under the title "Baha'is Stress 
Unity. It " 'The earth is but one coun
try, and mankind its citizens. I So 
reads the message over one of the 

Baha'i Children's Classes at Evergreen Cabin, West Englewood~ N. J' j held 
each Sunday morning under the sponsorship of the Area Teaching Com· 

mittee f?T t~e N~Tth Atlantic States. 
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entrances to the beautiful ornate 
temple of Wilmette. Illinois. It is 
the basic message of the Baha'i 
world faith, a little·understood re
ligion that believes in the eventual 
coming together of all races, nations, 
classes and creeds." 

Under the caption "World Melting 
Pot of Faiths" the Chicago American 
on October 24, 1957, published an ar
ticle from Jerusalem which stated 
that "Haifa is world headquarters 
for the Baha'i Faith, whose Ameri
can Temple is located in Wilmette." 

The Delta Trading Co., Inc., of Tel
Aviv, Israel, has produced a beau
tifully illustrated Jewish calendar 
with an illustration facing each 
month. For December 1957 the illus
tration is a large photograph of the 
Baha'i International Archives build
ing overlooking the Bay of Haifa. 

The Publishers' Auxiliary for Dc· 
tober 19, 1957, lists the special events 
for 1958, January through June, 
taken from the list compiled by the 
Chamber of Commerce of the United. 
States. World Religion Day appears 
as of January 19. 

The Negro History Bulletin, a 
monthly published by the Association 
for the Study of Negro Life and His
tory, Inc., Washington. D,C., fea· 
tured in its October 1957 number 
a detailed article, "Baha'IS Report 
Successful Nationwide Negro History 
Week Observance," with photo-
graphs of meetings held in Yakima, 
Wash.; Wilmington. Del.; Monrovia, 
Calif.; and Philadelphia, Pa. 

On October 12, 1957, the Baha'is of 
Little Rock, Ark., published the 
statement on "The Oneness of Man· 
kind" as a paid advertisement. This 
message appeared in the very center 
of the agitation against race inte
gration, Already requests for litera· 
ture have been received in Wilmette 
from seekers in Arkansas. 

Los Gatos Times-Saratoga Ob· 
server, August 23, 1957, announced 
that Mr. and Mrs, Glenn Lissner, re· 
cently returned from Nigeria, would 
present a program at the home of 
Mrs. Hansen, Kings Acres. The Liss· 
ners were described as members of 
the Baha'i World Faith. 

Paris (France) PresseTintra.nsi
geant, March 21, 1957, reproduced 
from the Frankfurter Rundschau an 
article reporting that the German 
Baha'is, after purchasing a Temple 
site near Frankfurt, would be obliged 
to await a permit by decision of the 
regional court. 
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On November 3, 1957, the Chicago 
Sunday Tribune published an article 
reporting the decision of the court 
approving the construction of the 
Baha'i Home .in Wilmette and an~ 
nouncing plans for an early begin
ning of construction. The Cook 
County Circuit Court upheld the per
mit given to the Baha'i Temple Trus
tees by the Village Board after ap
proving a variation in the zoning. 

What We Believe 
If we are not sure what we believe, 

then the fault is our own. The re
sponsibility rests with each one of 
us to acquire a sound basic knowl.
edge of Baha'i teachings and Baha'i 
history so that we may have in OUT 

minds the complete picture ready 
tOT pTesentation to anyone who is 
interested. It must be an accurate 
picture and it can be an accurate 
picture if we aTe wining to make 
the effort. 

-AUSTRALIAN Baha'i BuUetin 

1958 Baha'i Calendar. Our 1958 calen
dar carries the four-color reproduc
tion of the Shrine of the Bab which 
was originaHy selected as the frontis
piece in Baha'i World Vol. XII by the 
beloved Guardian. 

Due to increase in production costs 
on this limited item we are forced 
to raise the price slightly above that 
appearing in our current catalog, 

Per copy ................ $ .30 Net 
Ten copies .............. $2.50 Net 

(Please note the net price, which 
means no discount) 

Sample Pamphlet Kit. Here is a kit 
made up of one copy each of OUT 

most useful teaching pamphlets. This 

will enable every Baha'i who is ready 
and willing to teach the Cause, to be 
completely aware of .and acquainted 
with the many splendid pamphlets 
and brochures with their variety of 
approaches to the Teachings, suit
able for every contact, fireside, or 
public meeting. (This kit supersedes 
the 8m aller sized kit of recent years 
made up of only 10 titles). 

30 individual titles ........... $2.5C 

Baha'i Literature Catalog. Special 
Edition. A briefer edition of the 
Bahri'i Literature Catalog, omitting 
many items of interest only to 
Baha'isJ has been prepared. This 
may be ordered for giving to Baha'i 
contacts who are seriously interested 
in purchasing Baha'i books. It is 
available at cost. Please read article 
on page 14 for further details. 

Per copy .................... $ .10 

Reduced Price 
Baha'i Answers. Due to the excellent 
response to this most useful item 
and a cost reduction on a large lot 
printing just made, a new lower 
price is offered, The larger lot pTices 
listed on this and other pamphlets 
should also be available to individu
als in the local community through 
their local book distribution service, 
The small unit price on ten copies 
remains the same. 

10 copies ................... $ .75 
100 copies .................. $ 5.00 
500 copies ................... $22.50 

Going out of Print 
The foll(>wing titles aTe low in 

stock and do not appear in new cata
log. If copies are desired they should 
be ordered quickly. 
The Lesser and the Most Great 
Peace. By George Latimer. The evo
lution of world peace as outlined in 
the Baha'i teachings. 

8 copies .................. $ .25 
100 copies .................... $1.00 

DECEMBER 1957 

Teaching Handbook. Prepared as the 
Two-Year Program of Preparation 
some years ago, this looseleaf book 
with sections on public meetings, 
publicity, firesides, etc., contains 
practical suggestions useful in all 
phases of local teaching work. 

Per copy .................... $ .75 

Minimum Mail Order, $1.00 

Available from 
BAHA'f PUBLISHING TRUST 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 

FEASTS 
December 12--Masa'il (Questions) 
December 31~araf (Honor) 

STATE CONVENTIONS 
December 8 

HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 
December 10-To prC)claim the 
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Proclamation by the Hands of the Cause 

to the Baha'is of East and West 

Beloved Friends: f 
Nine days had not yet elapsed after the interment of 

the sacred remains of our beloved Guardian, Shogbl 
Effendi, in London, when the Hands of the Cause, to 
the number of twenty-six, assembled at the World Cen
ter of the Faith, in our capacity as "Chief Stewards of 
the Embryonic World Commonwealth of Baha'u'llilh/' 
to consult together on the most tragic situation facing 
the Baha'is since the Ascension of 'Abdu'l-Baha, and 
to take all necessary and appropriate measures to safe
guard the highes t interests of our Faith. 

On November 18th the Hands conducted a Memorial 
Meeting at Bahji. in the J:Iaram-i-Aqdas surrounding 
the most sacred Shrine in the Baha'j world, afterward 
entering the Holy Tomb i,tself and prostrating ourselves 
in utter humility at the Sacred Threshold. 

On the following morning, November 19th, nine Hands 
of the Cause, selected from the Holy Land and the 
several continents of East and West, with 'Amatu'l
Baha RUJ:>.iyyth Khanum, broke the seals placed upon 
the beloved Guardian's safe and desk and made care~ 
ful examination of their precious contents. These same 
Hands, rejoining the other Hands assembled in the 
Mansion of Baha'u'llilh at Bahji, certified that Shoghi 
Effendi had lef.! no Will and Testament. It was likewise 
certified that the beloved Guardian had left no heir. 
The A@$an (branches) one and all are either dead or 
have been declared violators of the Covenant by the 
Guardian for their faithlessness to the Master's Will 
and Testament and their hostility to him named first 
Guardian in that sacred document. 

The first effect of the realization that no successor 
to Shoghi Effendi could have been appointed",by him 
was to plunge the Hands of the Cause into the very 

abyss oj,despai<. What must happen to the world com. 
munit:\, of his~de\\<\ted followers if the Leader, the In· 
spirer! th~ Plalmer-I)'f all Baha'i activities in all coun
tries and ista.ds of. the seas could no longer fulfill 
his unique mission? 

Guardian's Lif. of Complete Sacrifice 

From this dark abyss, however. contemplation of the 
Guardian's own life of complete sacrifice and his peer
less services gradually redeemed our anguished hearts. 
Shoghi Effendi himself, we know, would have been the 
first to remind the Hands and the widespread body of 
the believers, that the Dispensation of Baha'u7 11ah has 
quickened those powers and resources of faith within 
mankind which will achieve the unity of the peoples 
and the triumph of His World Order. In this new light 
of understanding the company of .the Hands could per
ceive with heightened gratitude the existence of those 
innumerable blessings which Shoghi Effendi had created 
and lett as his true legacy to all Bah,,'is. 

Has not the World Center, with its sacred Shrines and 
institutions, been firmly established? Has not the Mes
sage been established in 254 countries and dependen~ 
cies? Have not the National and Regional Spiritual 
Assemblies, forerunners of the Universal House of 
Justice, been implanted in twenty-six great areas of 
all continents? Has not the Guardian left us not only 
his imcomparable translations, for English-reading 
Baha'is, of the Baha'i Sacred Literature but also his 
own master "WOrks of interpretation which disclose to 
us the un shatter able edifice of evolving Baha'i Order 
and world community? Has not the Guardian, building 
upon the enduring foundation of the Master's Tablets 
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of the Divine Plan, created the World Crusade to guide 
our work until 1963? 

Has not the Guardian, moreover, in his mysterious 
insight into the present and future needs of the Baha'i 
Community, called into being the International Baha'i 
Council and .the company of twenty-seven Hands with 
their Auxiliary Boards, whom in his final communica
tion to the Baha'is, he designated "Chief Stewards of 
the Embryonic World Commonwealth of Baha'u'llah"? 

Foundations of World Order Strongly Laid 

Such reflections could but, in such a world-shattering 
experience as all Baha'is have this month endured, re
veal to us how strongly Shoghi Effendi has laid the 
foundations of the world order of Baha'u'llith through 
the appointments of Hands of the Cause and likewise 
the appointment of the International Baha'i Council, 
the institution destined to evolve into the Universal 
House of Justice. 

In our capacity of Chief Stewards of the Embryonic 
World Commonwealth of Baba'u'llah, we Hands of the 
Cause have constituted a body of nine Hands to serve 
at the Baha'i World Center. This body of nine Hands will 
energetically deal with the protection of the Faith 
whenever attacks, whether from within or outside the 
Baha'i community, are reported by Hands from their 
areas or by National or Regional Assemblies, or wheth
er they arise within the Holy Land. Correspondence 
will likewise be maintained with the Hands of the 
Cause working in the several continents. This same 
body will correspond with National Assemblies on mat
ters connected with the prosecution of the objectives 
of the Ten Year Plan. On matters involving administra
tive questions this same body will assist National As
semblies by -citing those passages of the Baha'i Sacred 
Literature 'Which direct the Assemblies to a sound 
solution. 

As to the International Baha'i Council, appointed by 
the Guardian and heralded in his communications to 
the Baha'i world, that body will in the course of time 
finally fulfill its purpose through the form a tion of the 
Universal House of Justice, that supreme body upon 
which infallibility, as the Master's Testament assures 
us, is divinely conferred: "The SaUTee of all good and 
freed from all error." The main work of the Council 
has been to act as the Guardian's representative in 
matters involving the Israeli government and its courts 
of law. 

Our Most Precious Legacy 

Beloved friends! Is not the most precious legacy be· 
queathed to us all by Shoghi Effendi the privilege of 
constancy in the Faith of Baha'u'lHlh and devotion in 
teaching His Message? This is the heartfelt plea we 
direct to every Baha'i: The hour has come, as it came 
with the passing of 'Abdu'l-Baha, when true Baha'is 
will be distinguished by their firmness in the Covenant 
and their spiritual radiance while pressing forward 
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the mighty work committed to every area of the world 
community,-to every individual Baha'I! For now our 
implacable opponents may, and probably will, unleash 
attacks, assuming in their ignorance that the Faith of 
Baha'u'llab. is weakened and defenceless. By consecra
tion of spirit we are armed against all manner of as
sault and we hold the weapon of faith wi·th which the 
triumph 'Of the Guardian's aims and purposes is as
sured. 

The Hands of the Cause, determined to carry out 
every aspect of the Guardian's expressed wishes and 
hopes, call upon the National Assemblies to proceed 
with the holding of the Intercontinental Conferences 
which Shoghi Effendi has planned for 1958, and make 
each of them a great rallying·point of determination 
to achieve the tasks of the next phase of the World 
Crusade. We are, moreover, to keep ever before us the 
other tasks fixed in the Ten Year Plan as objectives 
to be won by 1963. 

Evolution of International Baha'r Council 

Meanwhile the entire body of the Hands assembled 
by the nine Hands of the World Center will decide when 
and how the International Baha'i Council is to evolve 
through the succesive stages outlined by the Guardian, 
culminating in the call to election of the Unlversal 
House of Justice by the membership of all National 
Spiritual Assemblies. 

When that divinely ordained body comes into ex
istence, all the conditions of the Faith can be examined 
anew and the measures necessary for its future oper
ation determined on consultation with the Hands of 
the Cause. 

"0 God, my God! Shield Thy trusted servants from the 
evils of self and passion, protect them with the watch
ful eye of Thy loving kindness from all rancor. hate, 
and envy, shelter them in the impregnable stronghold 
of Thy Cause and, safe from the darts of doubtfulness, 
make them the manifestations of Thy glorious Signs, 
illumine their faces with the effulgent rays shed from the 
Dayspring of Thy Divine Unity, gladden their hearts 
with the verses revealed from Thy Holy Kingdom. 
strengthen their loins by Thy all-swaying power that 
cometh from Thy Realm of Glory. Thou ar.t the All
Bountiful, the Protector, the Almighty, the Graciousl" 

HO ye that stand fast in the Covenant; When the 
hour rom eth that this wronged and broken-winged bird 
will have taken its flight \IDto the celestial Concourse, 
when it will have hastened to the Realm of the Unseen 
and -its mortal frame will have been either lost or 
hidden neath the dust, it is incumbent upon the Afnan, 
that are steadfast in the Covenant of God, and have 
branched from the Tree of Holiness; the Hands, (pil
lars) of the Cause of God, (the glory of the Lord rest 
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upon themL and all the friends and loved ones, one 
and all to bestir themselves and arise with heart and 
soul in one accord, to diffuse the sweet savors of God, 
to teach His Cause and to promote His Faith. It be
hooveth them not to rest for a moment, neither to seek 
repose. They must disperse themselves in every land, 
pass by every clime and travel throughout all regions. 
Bestirred, without rest and steadfast to the end they 
must raise in every land the triumphal cry '0 Thou 
Glory of Glories!' (yo. Baha'u'l-Abha), must achieve 
renown in the world wherever they go, must burn 
brightly even as a candle in every meeting and must 
kindle the flame of Divine love in every assembly; 
that the light of truth may rise resplendent in the mid
most heart of the world, that throughout the East and 
throughout the West a vast concourse may gather under 
the shadow of the Word of God, that the sweet savors 
of holiness may be diffused, that faces may shine 
radiantly, heart,s be filled with the Divine spirit and 
souls be made heavenly." 

"In these days, the most important of all things is the 
guidance of the nations and peoples of the world. 
Teaching the Cause is of utmost importance for it is 
the head cornerstone of the foundation its elf. This 
wronged servant has spent his days and nights in 
promoting the Cause and urging the peoples .to service. 
He rested not a moment, till the fame of the Cause of 
God was noised abr<>ad in the WClrld and the celestial 
strains from the Abha Kingdom roused the East and 
the West. The beloved of God must also follow the 
same example. This is the secret of faithfulness, this 
is the requirement of servitude to the Threshold of 
Baha.!" 

Devotedly, in serviCe to the Faith of Baha'u'llah, 

~Amatu'l-Baha 

RuJ:iiyyih Khanum 

Charles Mason Remey 

Amelia E. Collins 

Leroy Ioas 

'Ali Muhammad Varqa 

Tara.?U'llah Samandari 

'Ali-Akbar Furutan 

!2!>ikru'llah Khiidem 

~u'a'u'llah 'Ala'i 

J alill Khiizeh 

Horace Holley 

Cor.inne True 

Paul E. Haney 

Mansion of Baha'uU';ili 
Bahj11 'Akka, Israel, 
November 25, 1957. 

Herman Grossmann 

Adelbert Muhlschlegel 

Ugo Giachery 

Musa Banfmi 

Clara Dunn 

Agnes Alexander 

William B. Sears 

Enoch Olinga 

John Robarts 

Ha san Balyuzi 

John Ferra by 

H. Collis Featherstone 

R.hmatu'l!ah Muhajir 

'Abu'l-Qasim Faizi 

~- " ................ ~' 

Assembly Gives Grateful Affirmation 

and Pledges of Unqualified Support 

Beloved Baha'i Friends: 
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The foregoing message of transcendent importance 
prepared by the twenty-six Hands of the Cause recently 
assembled at the World Center of our Faith was trans
mitted on November 30 to every American Baha'i. This 
Proclamation to the Baha'i world assures all believers 
that, following our tragic loss of the beloved Guardian, 
the World Faith established by Bahit'u'llith will have 
continuity and direction. 

On behalf of the entire American Baha'i commWlity, 
the actions taken by the body of the Hands appointed 
by the Guardian have received the grateful affirmation 
of your National Assembly and our whole-hearted 
pledge of unqualified support. 

We unitedly join their heartfelt appeal for renewed 
dedication to the Faith and for energetic action in 
spreading the Message and completing the objectives of 
the Guardian's World Crusade. 

The maturity of the Baha'i world community now 
begins as we collectively press forward to carry out 
the beloved Guardian's expressed wishes and plans. 
Indeed, in this thirty-six year mission as Guardian, 
Shoghi Effendi has perfected the expression of the 
Divine Guidance we need for years to come. until the 
Universal House of Justice shall have been elected 
and the Master's Will and Testament thereby executed. 
Moreover, the Tablets of the Divine Plan, which the 
Guardian's successive Seven-Year Plan and the present 
World Crusade brought into the field of action, continue 
to have spiritual vitality until the world of humanity is 
united in one Faith and One Order tmder the An-poweT~ 
luI Will of God brought to our age by the Bab and 
Baha'u'lhih. 

The names of the body of nine elected to serve at the 
World Center are 'Amatu'l~Baha RUhiyyih Khfmum, 
Charles Mason Remey, Amelia E. Collins, Leroy C. 
loas, Hasan M. Balyuzi, 'Ali-Akbar Furiitan, JaIa.l 
Khazeh, Paul E. Haney and Adelbert Miihlsch!egel. 

Committees and Assemblies Called Upon 

The National Committees and the local Assemblies, 
those important organs of our Baha'i Community, are 
likewise called upon by our body to function in unity 
and dedication so that the American Baha'is may 
maintain their primacy in devoted service to the Faith. 

Let us cherish in our hearts the conviction that the 
Guardianship remains with us in Shoghi Effendi's 
elucidation of the administrative order, his interpreta
tion of the Baha'i Sacred Writings, and his example of 
supreme sacrifice to the Call of God addressed to this 
crucial age. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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''Consummotion 01 Victory Announced 

in Guordions Messoge 01 September 5" 

Cable from Hands of Holy Land 

Please announce (to) Hands (of) five continents (and to) all National 
Assemblies (the) heartwarming news (of the) consummation (of the) 
victory, announced (in) Guardian's message (of) September 5, by .transfer 
(of) title deeds (to) all properties within (the) Haram-i-Aqdas to name 
(of) Israel Branch (of) United States National Assembly, thus completing 
purification (of the) area surrounding Most Holy Spot (in the) Baha'i world. 

-HANDS (OF THE) HOLY LAND 

Cable received December 5, 1957 

Beloved Friends: 
The foregoing announcement transmitted from the Hands in the Holy 

Land through our National Spiritual Assembly to all Hands and National 
Assemblies, provides an occasion for grateful recognition of the providen
tial forces guiding and protecting the Faith of Baha'u'llah. 

For now the title deeds to all properties within the Haram-i-Aqdas have 
been transferred to the Israel Branch of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the United States, in conformity with the Guardian's intention. 

The area surrounding the Most Holy Spot within the Baha'i World is now 
completely purified-a symbol of the Guardian's consummation of his 
peerless services, as well as a most significant victory for the Baha'i Faith. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Message From The Hands of the Cause in America 

to the 1957 State Conventions 

Dear Friends: 
By now all American believers 

have received and read with rapt at
tention the Proclamation issued by 
the company of Hands convened in 
the Mansion of Baha'u'lliih, outside 
'Akka soon after the interment of 
the s~cred remains of our beloved 
Shoghi Effendi in the London 
cemetery. 

That document builds a bridge for 
the world Bah£.' i Community from 
the passing of the Guardian to the 
completion of the Ten-Year Plan and 
the eventual formation of the Uni· 
versal House of Justice. It assures 
theprogress;ve unfoldment 01 the 
Baha'i Administrative Order, the 
continuous operation of our local and 
National Assemblies, and the unin
terrupted teaching of the Message of 
Baha'u'llah. It provides, likewise. for 
the protection of the Faith from on
slaughts wherever and however di
rected against the Faith of God. 

What is the firm foundation on 
which the company of Hands based 

their decisive action in such an un
expected, such a crucial hour for all 
Baha'is? 

It would be well to review together 
on this impressive occasion the suc
cessive pronouncements made by 
the Guardian in creating the function 
and mission of the Institution of the 
Hands, established by Baha'u'llah 
and maintained in this era of the 
Faith by provisions in the Master's 
Will and Testament. 

On December 24, 1951, the Guard· 
ian cabled: "Hour now ripe (to) 
take long, inevitably deferred step 
(in) conformity (with) provisions 
(of) 'Abdu'l-Baha's Testament ... 
through appointment first contingeot 
(of) Hands (of the) Cause of God 
... Initial step now taken, regard 
(as) preparatory (to) full develop
ment (of) institution provided in 
'Abdu'l-Baha's Will, paralleled (with) 
preliminary measures ·formation (of) 
International Council destined (to) 
culminate (in) emergence (of) Uni
versal House of Justice." 

JAN liAR 1 1958 

In the second cablegram dated 
February 29, 1952, the Guardian used 
these words: "Members (of) august 
body invested (in) conformity (with) 
'Abdu'I·Baha's Testament, two-fold 
sacred function, propagation (and) 
preservation (of the) Faith of 
Babit'u'llilh, (are) destined (to) as
sume individually (in the) course 
(of) time (the) direction (of) institu
tions paralleling those revolving 
around (the) Universal House of Jus
tice, supreme legislative body (of) 
the Baha'i World ... " 

Next, on October 8 of that same 
year the Guardian cabled: "Call 
upon fifteen Hands (of) five conti
nents, by virtue of their supreme 
function as chosen instruments (for 
the) propagation (of the) Faith, (to) 
inaugurate historic mission through 
appointment ... (of) five Auxiliary 
Boards, (one) each continent, nine 
members each, who will as their ad
juncts, or deputies, and working (in) 
conjunction (with) (the) various Na
tional Assem·blies ... assist, through 
periodic, systematic visits (to) 
Baha'i cente.vs, (in the) efficient, 
prompt execution (of the) twelve 
projected National Plans.lJ 

On April 6, 1954, we received the 
following: "Urge initiation (of) five 
Continental BaM'i Funds, which as 
they develop, will increasingly facili
tate (the) discharge (of the) func· 
tions assigned (to the) Boards." 

"Fervently supplicating (at the) 
Holy Threshold (for an) unprece
dented measure (of) blessings (on 
this) vital, indispensable organ (of 
the) embryonic, steadily unfolding 
Baha'i Administrative Order, presag
ing (the) emergence (of the) World 
Ord.,r (of) Baha 'u'llith which must 
pave (the) way (for the) establish
ment (of the) World Civilization des
tined (to) attain maturity (in the) 
course of successive Dispensations 
(in the) five thousand century 
Baha'i cycle." 

During the course of the present 
year the Guardian mad'e profound 
and ,significant references to the sta
tion and function of the Hands. 

On June 4, 1957, he cabled: "Di
vinely appointed institution «}f the) 
Hands (of the) Cause, invested (by) 
virtue (of the) authority conferred 
(by the) Testament (of the) Center 
(of the) Covenant (with the) twin 
functions of protecting (and) propa
gating (th.,) Faith of Bahil'u-llah, 
now entering new phase (in the) 
process (of the) unfoldment (of) its 
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sacred mission. To its newly as
sumed responsibility (to) assist Na· 
tional Spiritual Assemblies (of the) 
Baha'i world (in the) specific pur· 
pos e (of) effectively pros ecuting 
(the) World Spiritual Crusade, (the) 
primary obligation (to) watch over 
(and) insure protection (to the) 
Baha'i world community. in close 
collaboration (with) these same N,,· 
tional Assemblies, (is) now added." 

Special attention is called to the 
Guardian's statement in his letter of 
October 1957: ~'So m.arvellous a 
progress, embracing so vast a field, 
achieved in so short a time, by so 
sm'all a band of heroic SQuls, well 
deserves t at this jIDlcture in the evo
lution of a decade-long Crusade, to 
be signalized by. and indeed neces
sitates, the announcement of yet an
other step in the progressive unfold
ment of one of the cardinal and 
pivotal institutions ordamed by 
Baha 'u'llah, and confirmed in the 
Will and Testament of 'Abdu'I·Baha, 
involving the designation of yet an
other contingent of the Hands of the 
Cause of God ... the Chief Stewards 
of Baha'u'llah'g embryonic World 
Commonwealth, who have been in~ 

vested by the unerring Pen of the 
Center of His Covenant with the dual 
function of guarding over the se
curity, and of insuring the propaga· 
tion, of His Father's Faith." 

c'This latest addition to the band 
of the high.ranking officers of a fast· 
evolving World Administrative Order 
... calls for ... the appointment 
by these same Hands, in each con~ 
tinent separately, of an additional 
Auxiliary Board, equal in memlber
ship to the existing one, and charged 
with the specific duty of watching 
over the security of the Faith, 
thereby complementing the function 
of the original Board whose duty will 
henceforth be exc1usi vely concerned 
with assisting the prosecution of the 
Ten-Year Plan." 

In these successive passages, dear 
friends, the Guardian clearly estab· 
lished an international body of 
twenty-seven Hands of the Cause en
dowed with authority to consult and 
take appropriate measures to meet 
the crisis which, with the Guardian'S 
passing, overlook and indeed over
whelmed the world community of 
Baha'is. Of this vitally important fact 
we may have full assurance. 

The Proclamation issued by the 
Hands convened at the World Center 
set s forth all the questions involved 

and presents their solution. The body 
of the nine Hands elected to serve at 
the World Center iB further qualified, 
both morally and legally, to carry 
forward Shoghi EffendPs plans and 
to serve as trustees of the Holy 
Shrines, properties and gardens 
which the Guardian so marvelously 
developed in Haifa and jAkka. 

Let there be no confusion regard~ 
ing the operation of the Hands of the 
Cause and the elected body of nine. 
They are preserving and sustaining 
the Faith as expressed in the Will 
and Testament of the Master and in 
the body of Shoghi Effendi's peerless 
writings. They coordinate both the 
teaching work and protection of the 
Faith as proceeding under the direc
tion of the National Assemblies, the 
Hands and their Auxiliary Boards. 
They assist National Assemblies to 
make correct solution of administra
tive problems by reference to those 
passages which illumine the nature 
of the problem and how it is to be 
met. 

The American Hands, therefore, 
stand unitedly wioth the National Spiro 
itual Assemblies in urging the friends 
to demonstrate, by their unity and 
their zeal, the devotion to the Faith 
of Baha'u'llah which has been engen-
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dered within each of us, that the 
meaning of the primacy conferred 
upon America may be fully realized 
both by the followers of Baha'u'llilh 
and the general public. 

Baha'u'llah, the Author of this Rev
elation, tries the hearts of His serv~ 
ants that we may be purified and 
disciplined to rise and proclaim His 
Message to a darkened world! 

Wilmette, Illinois 
December 4, 1957. 

Sincerely, 
CORINNE TRUE 

HORACE HOLLEY 
PAUL E. HANEY 

Mail Campaign 
to be Intensified 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
wishes to thank the many friends 
who sent in copies of the September 
issue of the magazine Awake!, 
which carried an article entitled 
"What is the Baha'i Cause?" 

Although we wish the article had 
not contained So many inaccuracies, 
nevertheless it has been the means 
of arousing the interest of a great 
many people who? attracted partie-

Excavation fOT the foundation of the first Baha'i Temple Of Africa neaT 
Kampala, Uganda. The hill on which it wi!! be built is about 4,000 feet above 
sea level, and is topped with hard laterite. Due to the strength of this ~ateT
ite, the foundation walls are sunk only 2% feet below ground level. A beaTing 
of 7 degrees East was taken when laying out the tTenches~ so that one of 

the nine doors faces tou..'ard CAkka. 
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ularly to the principles of the Faith 
as stated in the article, have written 
in for more information. All of these 
inquirers had come across reference 
to the Baha'i Faith for the first time 
~ this article. 

At the time this article is being 
written, requests for Baha'i litera
ture are arriving in great numbers 
in response to an article in the De· 
cern'ber issue of the J oUTnal of Life· 
time Living listing the Baha'i Faith 
as one of the sources for literature 
for ,jBuilding a Library of Faith." 

Mention is made of these two 
items of unsolicited publicity a bout 
the Faith simply to indicate that all 
over the land there are seekers who 
have not yet heard the word 
"Baha'i," and in whom it arouses 
an instant interest and desire to 
know what we have to offer in the 
way of hope for both the individual 
and for the troubled world. There
fore, the widespread mail campaign 
announced in the October issue of 
BAHA'f NEWS (page 2) is extremely 
important. 

No opportunity must be neglected 
or lost art this crucial stage in the 

progress of the World Crusade to 
find and attraa! among the millions 
of Americans, and particularly in 
every locality where Baha'is reside, 
those who have the readiness and 
capacity to become part of "the con
tinual flow" of new members "so 
essential for the safeguarding of the 
prizes won in the course of the sev
eral campaigns of a world-girdling 
Crusade," and who will help to fur
nish the "spiritual reinvigoration, 
adIninistrative expansion, and mate
rial replenishment constituting the 
triple facets of a task that can brook 
no ftmther delay,H as emphasized 
"more fervently than ever before" 
in the beloved Guardian's clarion 
and final call to the American Baha'i 
community. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
urges the friends to continue and to 
intensify the mail campaign Wltil 
there has been maximum distribu
tion of The Christian Century article 
by Marcus Bach, "Baha'i: A Second 
Look," and the Baha'i pamphlet, The 
Lord of the New Age. 

Many communities have found 
that these two pieces can be mailed 

BOTing fOT water at the site of the Baha'i Temple of Africa near Kampala, 
Uganda. Water sufficient to give 500 gallons per hour was reached at a 
depth Of 150 feet. In this area it is most unusual to strike such a good supply 

at such a shallotv level. 
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without envelopes and inexpensively 
by pia cing the pamphlet inside the 
folded reprint, stapling them to
gether and by writing the address on 
a slip of paper pasted above the 
words "Christian Century." In this 
manner, both pieces can be mailed 
for one two-cent stamp. 

Furthermore, believers who are 
distributing the new BahA'i Ques
tionnaire mailing piece can fold 
these two nems inside without 
involving any inCl'ease in the cost of 
mailing the questitonnaire material. 

The NatiOllial Spiritual Assembly 
aga,in requeSl!.s the looal Assemblies 
and Bah';' i groups to report by the 
end of January what distribution they 
have made of the material and what 
plans they have for continuing it. 

The Guardian's Latest Diredive 
Conteming Non-Baha'i Persians 

Among the last few letters from 
our beloved Guardian, Shoghi Ef
fendi, was one through his Assistant 
Secretary mailed November 7, 1957, 
to an American believer from which 
we quote the following paragraph: 

"In response to your question 
'should Baha'is invite non·Baha'i 
Persians to meetings or to Baha'i 
schools,' the Guardian feels it is 
very unwise for non-Ba-ha'i Persians 
to be invited to Baha'i meetings or 
to Baha'l schools. In faa!, he in
structs that non~Baha'i Persians 
should not be in vi·ted under any cir
cumstances to any Baha'i public 
gatherings or schools or Bah&.'i 
meetings. He has repeatedly in
fonned the American Baha'is that 
Persians must become Baha'i's in 
Persia and therefore the believers 
in America must concentrate all at 
their efforts on teaching the Ameri
cans and not the Persians. It 

A copy of the letter from which 
this pavagI"aph is quoted wa-s sent to 
the National Spiritual Assembly 
with the instruotion -to see Hthat this 
important injunction of the Guardian 
is carefully followed out." There· 
fore, local Assemblies, Area Teach
ing Committees, Baha'i groups and 
Summer School Commiattees are to 
report promptly to the National As
sembly all instances where believers 
invite or bring non·Baha'i Persians 
10 Baha'i schools or any Baha'i 
gatherings . 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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Features of Baha'i Home for the Aged Revealed 

with Completion of Construction plans 

A description of the Baha'i Home 
for the Aged, the first dependency of 
the Ma,wriqu'I-A.;Lhkar in W ilrn ette, 
has been released by the National 
Spiritual Assemhly, as plans have 
been completed for an early begin
ning of the actual construction. 

The architect, Wm. Campbell 
Wright of Wilmette, has prepared 
this account of the features to be 
found in the Home. 

The -building will .be contemporary 
in design, primarily of brick, with 
stone and wood trim. It is designed 
to provide living quarters for 20 resi
dents, and an administrative staff of 
three persons. 

It will be essentially U-shaped, 
surrounding a private garden area 
open to the south, which will contain 
'a number of large oak trees in addi
tion to plenty of space for formal 
landscaping and flower or vegetable 
gardening. The building will be weIl 
set back from surrounding lot lines, 
and the adjoining areas will have 
many trees, mostly oak, with a few 
hickory trees and more gardening 
space. 

Ingress and egress will be ex· 
tremely simple, through numerous 
widely-separated doorways, all at 
grade level. Ample off"street park
ing space will be provided for vis
itors, easily accessible from Fourth 
street, and with direct entrance into 
the building. An existing three-car 
garage, at the alley, will remain for 
use of the staff. 

All habitable rooms will be on one 
floor, just slightly a1bove sidewalk 
level. There will ,be no stail"S for the 
residents to climb. Radiant heating 
will be provided by means of coil
panels in the floor. 

Sleeping rooms are so arranged 
that they will accomodate sixteen 
individuals and two couples. Each 
pair of individual rooms will share 
a connecting toilet room, and will 
have a lavatory in each room. The 
rooms for couples will eaeh have a 
private half-bath containing toilet 
and lavatory. Shower and tub facili
ties will be provided for both men 
and women in bath rooms off the 
main corridor. 

There will be a large common 
room or living-dining room with 
large glass areas facing south 
On the garden side. This room 
will have a high-'beamed ceiling and 
a large fireplace. Off the common 
room will be a parlor which will 
double as a library and a room for 
private meetings of residents and 
their guests. 

An adequate and well-equipped 
kitchen is provided, with plenty of 
food storage area. The kitchen will 
adjoin the administrative offices, 
which will also face the en trance 
foyer. 

The administrator will have a 
suite of two offices, and a two· room 
living suite with private bath. Two 
rooms with connecting bath will be 
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provided, to house a cook and one 
resident maid. 

In the same general area ,there 
will be an infirmary. with a bath 
containing a small lahoratory coun· 
ter and case. The infirmary will pro
vide space for not more than two 
people, for short periods of time, but 
is not intended to provide actual 
hospitalization facilities. 

Other mteresting features will in
clude a large hobby ro()m and an 
open porch opening only off the resi
dent's private corridor. 

Instructions for Temple Visitors 
In order to prevent disappointment 

on the pant of the Baha'is who visit 
the Baha. 'i House of Wor.ship at times 
other than the National Convention, 
the National Spiritual Assemhly finds 
it necessary to explain the situation 
which exists in Wilmette, and which 
it is hoped traveling Baha'is will 
take into account when planning to 
come .to the Temple area, particu
larly in ,the winter and early .pring 
months. 

In the fi~st place, the Baha'i House 
of Worship is open only from one to 
four o'clock on weekday afternoons, 
and from 10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on 
Sund ays during the period from Oc
tober first to May first. Only one 
guide is on duty during the week
days, stationed at the entrance to the 
auditorium. This m'akes it impossible 
for the guide to devote any length of 
time to any smgle person, whether 
Baha'i or non·Baha'i, and he or she 
cannot leave the post to sell books, 
Baha'i ring stones, or kodachrome 
slides which are a vaila ble only at the 

Architect's sketch oj the Ba_hci'i Home fOT the Aged, first dependency of the Ma.w.riqu'l-A@kar in Wilmette, In. 
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Book S ales coon ter in F oWldation 
Hall. 

Even during the summer months, 
the guid-es are unable to spend time 
with Baha'is, for, in addition to re
ceiving visitors who often number 
several hundred a day, the guides 
have various other duties to perform 
in and a bout Foundation Hall. 

The National SpiriituaI ~ssembly 
and the Temple guides, as well as 
the loca'} Baha'is in Wilmette, wish 
very much that they could provide 
hospitality for Ibe out-D'f-town be
lievers who come to the Temple, par. 
ticularly for the first time, but Ibe 
number of Baha'is in the area sur
rounding Ibe Temple is too small. 
Most of them have full-time employ
ment, many have families, and the 
time O'f Ibe few who are avaHable for 
guiding must be carefully scheduled 
so that Ibe Temple can be kept open 
during the hours announced to the 
public. 

Another problem that must be con
sidered is that there are no hotels in 
Wilmette and DO Baha'i homes that 
can offer overnight hospi.tality. DUT

ing the Annual Conventi'Ol1 a housing 
committee which functians only for 
that period. is able to find accommoda~ 
non's for delegates and visitors in ,the 
homes of a limited numher of Wil
mette residents, but these homes are 
not open for such purposes the year 
round. Therefore, if Baha'is a.rn.ve at 
the Temple expecting to remam in 
Wilmette overnight, it becomes nec
essary for the staM to get in touch 
with some one who served on the 
housing com mittee the previous Con
ven1:Ii:on period who, in turn, must try 
to find a place far Ibem ta stay. If 
the vis~tol's have no transporta,tion of 
their own, the problem is increased. 

Sunday Vi.it Suggested 

The foregoing explanation has be
come necessary because the Temple 
guides aTe greatly concerned lest any 
~aha'l who comes to the Temple in 
eager anticipation of the spiritual ex
perience of praying and meditating 
in Ibe House of Worship and of d;"
cussing the Faith with believer:s at 
the national center of the F,aith, 
should go a _y with a heaN made 
heavy from disappointment. The Na
tional Spiritual ~ssembly hopes Ibat, 
so far as possible, traveling Baha'is 
will plan Ibeir visit :to the Temple on 
SWldays when Baha'is from all the 
surrounding area ll"llber in Founda
tion Hall to meet and vrisit with each 
other before and following the serv-
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Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of K<Lmpala, Uganda 
for 1957-1958, incorporated on August 22, 1957. 

ice of public wcrship in the aft
ernoon. 

Traveling Baha'is are again re
minded of the importance of carry
ing their identification cards with 
them when V'isiting the Temple area 
'as well as other communities where 
they are not a·lready known. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

BAHA.'I HOLY DAYS RECOGNIZED 

BY TWO ADDITIONAL SCHOOLS 

The Baha'i Group of Monona Vil
lage, Wisc., has reported Ibat in 1956 
pe:MIl!ission wa,s received from the 
school authorities for Baha'i children 
to be excused from classes in both 
the elementary and high school on 
Baha'! Holy Days, 

Also, the All Saints' Episcopal 
Church School in Fort Worth, Texas, 
has informed a local Baha'i that 
"your cbild will be allowed to miss 
S'ch(X)l on religious holidays recogniz
ed by your Church," but that this 
permission "is not to be construed 
as recognition on the part of the 
Episcopal Church of Ibe claims of 
your particular religion but a recog
nition of .lbe right of your child to 
observe the religious holidays set 
forth in the religion." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Voting Rights Restored 
The American Baha'i community is 

hereby notified Ibat Ibe voting rights 
and membersh1p privileges of Oalvin 
C. Steimetz have now been restored. 

-NATIONAL SPmITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Western H emispllere 

NATIVE SON OPENS 
BARBADOS TO FAITH 

The We&tern Hemi'sphere Teaching 
Committee has received news of the 
opening to the Failb O'f Barbados by 
a native 'son, Charles Winfield Small, 
Ibe first Baha'i enrolled in Ibe Ba
hamas, Although he did nat at Ibat 
time intend to return to Barbados, 
Ibe Guardian wrote Ibrough RUl,liyyih 
Khanum that Hhe is hoping this 
young m an will be instrumental in 
guiding many of his fellow-country
men to the Cause." Now that ciTcum
stances have taken him back to Bar
bados, the good wishes of all Baha'is 
will follow him for his success in 
esl<Lblishing Ibe Cause on that island. 

Hawaiian Bah6'f. Pioneer 

We are alIso happy to report that 
the Hawaiian Baha'fs themselves 
have now taken up the pioneer chal
lenge in that Territory. Until now 
most of the believers have been con
centrated in Honolulu, Recently, how
ever, three m embers of the Honolulu 
Community a-rose to pioneer on the 
islland of H..awaii. one O!f the several 
island s of Ibe Territory. We hope that 
olbeDS will follow their e",ample until 
all the i~lands in Ibe Territory have 
become firmly established in the 
F'a;th, fulfilling Ibe hope expressed 
by Shoghi Effendi that Ibis Paradise 
of Ibe Pacific will become its spirit-
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ual Paradise as well. 
The Committee is grateful to the 

many new volUIVteers who have re
sponded to our pioneer appeals dur
ing the last few months, and is doing 
all in its power to expedite these as 
quickly as possible-mainly to Latin 
Am-erican goals. Because our great
est emphasis at the present time is 
on Latin America, where twenty 
Nation"l Spiritual Assemblies must 
be eS'ta'blished by 1963, we would like 
to suggest that the friends who are 
even remotely -considering pioneering 
begin now to study Spanish. 

Two Challenging Goal. 
Two particularly difficult and chal

lenging goals are temporarily unfilled 
because the pioneers there have had 
to leave, due to circumstances be
yond their control. Both are on the 
coast of South Amerioa, one on the 
Atlantic and the other on the Pa
cific. Both have disagreeable envi
ronments, physically, socially, and 
spiritually. Although the light has 
rea.ched these virgin territories, 
through the services of self~sacrjfic
ing pioneers, new settlers must be 
found so that the Cause of Baha'u'llah 
may be firmly established. Single 
men are to be preferred due to the un
suita,ble conditions, and they must be 
hardy souls. Anyone interested in 
m'eeting such a challenge may write 
to this Committee for detail~ and the 
names of these two places. 

Secretary of the Western Hemis
phere Teaching Committee is Mrs. 
Katherine McLaughlin, 73 College 
Road West, Princeton, N. J. 

KAMPALA, SYDNEY 
CONFERENCE DATES LISTED 

The first of the 1958 Intercontinen
tal Conferences will be held in Kama 
pala, Uganda, on J1anuary 23-28 inclu
sive, at the I:fa+fratu'l-Quds, 4 Kagera 
Road. Reservations should be sent 
immediately to Philip Hainsworth, 
P.O. Box 2662, Kampala, Uganda. 

The second Intercontinental Confer
ence takes place in Sydney, Australia 
from March 20 to 24, 1958. The Con
ference will open with a N aw Riiz 
banquet on tlhe evening of March 20. 

AdV1ance hotel reservations are 
essential, and can be arranged 
through the National Spiritual Assem
bly of Australia, 2 Lang Road, Pad
dington, Sydney, N. S. W., Australia. 

Centr,,' "nd e"sf Afric" 

FOUR HANDS OF CAUSE 
FOR AFRICA MEET 

IN KAMPALA 
Immedi·ately after receiving the 

news of the appointment of the three 
new Hands of the Cause for Africa, 
the revered Hands Enoch Olinga, Wil
liam Sears, and John Robarts met 
with Hand of the Cause Musa Banani 
in hi·s home in Kampala. 

When it was learned that this his
toric gathering had been convened, 

Baha~i StLmmer School for Tunisia, held at the Ha?iratu'l-Quds in Tunis on 
July 28 to August 10, 1957. 

• 
the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Central and East Africa, then in ses
sion, made arrangements to go to the 
airport to welcome Willi-am Sears 
and John Robarts upon their arrival 
from South Africa. 

Towards the end of the consulta
tions, many Kampala believers and 
visitors were privileged to join the 
Hands of the Cause at a fea·s( pro
vided by Mr. Banani. 

TWO MORE CRUSADE GOALS 
ACHIEVED IN AFRICA 

Purchase of the I:fa.iratu'l-Quds for 
the Seychelles Islands, and the incor
poration of the Local Spiritual As
sembly of Kampala, Uganda, both 
achievements of goals of the Ten
Year World Crusade, has been an~ 
nounced by the National Spiritual 
A'ssembly of Central and East 
Africa. 

The Seychelles 1;Ia~iratu·l-Quds is 
located in Pont Victoria, .and was 
purchased for about £ 1,000 through 
the contribution of Mr. MWlir Wakil 
and his family. 

Incorpor.ation of the Kampala Lo
cal Spiritual Assemhly was granted 
on Augus( 22, 1957, with Certificate 
of Registration No. 258, under the 
Trustees Incorporation Ordinance. 

Action for the incorporation of the 
Port Victoria, Seychelles, Local Spir
itual Assembly was instituted re
cently wu,h a bill before the Legisla
tive Council. This move has caused 
a heightened interest in the F·aith in 
the Seychelles Islands. 

Austr"/i,, 

HANDS APPOINT 

BOARD MEMBERS 

In accordance with the direcnOJl'S 
recently received in the Guardian's 
World Message of October 1957, the 
Hands of the Cause of God in the 
Pacific area have appointed the fol
lowing additional members to the 
Auxiliary Board, "charged with the 
specific duty of watching over the se
curity of the Faith, thereby comple
menting the function of the original 
Board, whose duty will henceforth be 
exclusively concerned with assisting 
the prosecution of ,the TenaYear 
Plan," as proclaimed in that Mes
s'age: Mr. Hugh Blundell, Auckland, 
New Zealand; Miss Margaret Rowl
ing, Suva, Fiji. 
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Pioneers Active in Island Goal. 

Fr<>m a partial report ()f Auxiliary 
Board member Thelma Perks, pub· 
lishOO in the BaM'i Bulletin of Au;;
tralia, we glean the following com
ments concerning the sustained and 
valiant efforts of the .pioneers in the 
Solomon Islands, Gel1trude and Alvin 
Blum, and the new -believers. 

"I wa~s impressed by the way these 
believers are being trained to teach 
the Faith. Many enrollm'ents could 
be made, but the pioneers are care
fully deepening the students before 
they allow them Ito become Baha'is. 
There is great aclivirty here: the pio
neers lead a !ulland very busy life 
providing essential services, which 
entails long working hours. Never· 
theless, six meetings are held per 
week, excluding Feasts, Holy Days, 
and local 'assembly meetings. De
sp~te trying 'ciima.tic conditions, ,these 
FrIends work at terrific pressure, 
never sparing themselves." 

From the same report we learn of 
the work of the 'pi'Oneer settler, Rod
ney Hancock, in the island's of New 
Britain 'and New Ireland (in the Bis
m arck Arch.) : "Rodney is doing 
good work with some natives here 
(Rabaul, New Britain) but his great 
work lies on the island of New Ire
land. The native ·believer, Mazakmat. 
who lea-rned of the Faith in Manus 
Island. is now te aching in la sch'Ool in 
New Ireland, is also ,actively teach
ing the Fai1Jh there, and is president 
of the island local council this year. 
Rodney periodically goes by air to 
this island and. aided by Mazakmat, 
has made wonderM contacts ,and 
friendships. The natives are a very 
good type, ·courteous and dignified 
and unspoiled by not ha ving had too 
much contact w,ith Europeans. Rod
ney bas WOn their hearts ,because he 
shares their homes and their 'kai.' " 

Mazakmat, together with the pio
neer and visiting Auxiliary Board 
mem.ber, flew to another island, Ka· 
vieng, where talks were given in six 
villages to 'several hundred people in 
one weekend. Mazakmat gave the 
opening talk, and then translated the 
other talks into the native tongue. In 
two villages a very good contact, a 
school teacher, translated into ·a 
tongue that Mazakmat did not know. 
The report states: "We were always 
heard with great inter""t and atten
tion. These people are longing for the 
Faith and the 'Oneness of the human 
ra<ce. They have the Methodist, Cath
-olie, Seventh Day Adventist, and Lu
theran missions en the island and 

they realize the lack of unity between 
them all. I wa~ impressed by the 
gentleness ,and superiority of these 
people, their gardens and their clean 
and tidy villages by the sea. In faot, 
I can never forget the beauty of this 
island and its charming inhabitants." 

Violet Hoehnke, pioneer ,to Manus 
Island, is now matron of the Euro
pean Hospital at Samarai. "She has 
won great respect for the standard o-f 
her work and for her good relations 
with everyone on the island I " writes 
Miss Perks. "All know that Violet is 
a Baha'i, Former contacts from Ma
nus Island have come to live in Sama
rai and Violet is winning them to the 
Faith. We spent a wonderful evening 
with these friends. Her great devo
tion .and desire to teach is openin·g 
the way for the ~prea d 01' the Faith of 
Baha 'u 'llah. " 

Baha'I Holy Days Recognized 
Port Adelaide, Australia, has ob

tained permissi'On from a Primary 
School and a High School for Baha'i 
children to observe their Holy Days. 

Rrst Major Article in Leading Journal 
The Sydney Morning Hera!d has 

published its fiI"st m aje r article on 
the Baha'i Faith 'On its feature page, 
written by a staff correspondent. The 
article is ,sympathetic to the Faith 
and will altra·ct the attention of hun
dreds of thousands who read this 
journal. 
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TEACHING IN MALAIT A 

HIGHLIGHTS ACTIVITIES 
IN SOLOMON ISLANDS 

The Local Spiritual Assembly of 
HOniara, fIrst Assem.bly formed in 
the Solomon Islands, reports teach
ing activities in m·any fields during 
the past months. 

Latest news includes a trip to the 
island of Malaita, the }argest popu
lated island of the Solomons and 
where the grea.test interest has been 
evinced, by three Baha'i'S, John Mills, 
Shebuel, and Orbet. It appears that 
doors are opening for the spiritual 
conquest of Malaita. 

Teaching work i,s continuing, a fea
ture 01' which is the Baha'i Sunday 
School, which is well attended by en
thusiastic children. At the Anniver
sary of the Birth of the Bab the chil
dren sang songs from the Baha'i Chil
dren's Song Book, recited prayers, 
and g·a ve a play called •• Trees That 
Bear No Fruit." 

On our teaching evenings, held 
Wednesday and Sunday, we study 
Some Answered Questions, Christ 
and Baha.'u'lldh, and Bahli'u'lkih 
and the New Era. Everyone who can 
read takes a lesson. 

Our committees are fwullioning 
well. They are: Teaching Chlldren's 
BDok. Translation, Feast: and Devel: 
opment. 

--GERTRUDE BLUM 

BahO." Summer Schoo! for the Canary Islands, 1957. 



Baha'is of Sikkim at jOint meeting in caf)itol city, Gangtok, with resident 
pioneer, Shri Baijnath Singh, standing at:the left of person holding Great
est Name, and Mr. Chatterjee, traveling teacher trom Calcu.tta at his right. 

Sikkim, in the high Himalayas near Mt. Everest, is a wondrous, 
beautiful country, famed. for folk songs, stories, and simple hardy people. 
It is an independent State, protected by India and bordering on Tibet - a 
rugged land of deep impassable gorges and roaring torrents very difficult 
of access. Its people are mostly of the Buddhist and Hindu religion, with 
some Christians, and they speak various languages-Tibetan, Lepcha, 
Nepali, and Hindustani (or Hindi), the first two being goal languages of 
the World Crusade. 

Early in 1953 when the Baha'i world was just awakening to the mighty 
challenge of a global spiritual crusade, there were many, perhaps, who 
did not know where this region lay. At that time OUr beloved Guardian, 
Shoghi Effendi, prepared a World Crusade Map, listing Sikkim as a virgin 
goal assigned to the Baha'is of India, Pakistan and Burma. 

One of the Earliest Goals Reached 

Sikkim was among the first of the virgin goals of the World Crusade to 
be reached. Pioneer Mr. Udai Narayan Singh arrived before August 15, 
1953, this victory being joyfully announced by the Guardian in his cable 
of September 20, 1953. 

What has happened to Sikkim since that _memorable day when the 
banner oj God's new Reve/.ation was Jirst planted on its soil by the valiant 
pioneer? 

Today there are Baha'i centers in the capitol city of Gangtok, and in 
Pakyong, where friends reach out in Baha'i fellowship to the believers 
around the world, and the pioneer settler, Shri Baijnath Singh, is continuing 
the efforts begun by Udai Singh. Now, in the October 1957 issue of the 
Baha.'i News Letter of India and Burma, we learn of a journey taken by 
a Baha'i teacher of Calcutta, Mr. S. Chatterjee, who traveled to Sikkim to 
visit the friends there and to assist them in their difficult but joyous task 
of spreading the Teachings of Baha'ullah. It was not an easy journey
first several hours by train, then by river steamer up the Ganges, the 
river considered to be sacred by the Hindus, then by train again. After 
this it was necessary to engage a ride with a driver of a cement truck, or 
lorry. Here, as the whee1s of the lorry rolled along the steep, winding roads 
of the Himalayas, Mr. Chatterjee was able to present the Teachings to two 
fellow-passengers---one a government engineer and a businessman, who 
were deeply impressed and happy to acCept books to take with them. 

Leaving the hanging bridge at Rangpo, the Baha'i traveller entered 
Sikkim state, only to learn that landslides had closed the roads to Gangtok. 
After hours of waiting news came that the road was passable and he was 
able to hire a jeep whose driver was willing to risk the roads impaired 
by continuous rains and landslides. After a total of two days and a night 
of varied and continuous travel, Mr. Chatterjee arrived the night of Octo-
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ber 1 ;n Gangtok, greeted by the pio
neer r Shri Singh. By morning news of 
his arrival had spread through the 
town and Baha.?is and non·Baha'is 
thronged to see him. Many excellent 
contacts were strengthened by his 
visit, including that of a Govern
ment College professor who prom
ised to arrange future Baha'i lec
tures in the college. The next day an 
interview was held with the press. 
and with students, businessmen, a 
magistrate, and with the Education 
Director of the government of Sik.
kim, all of whom were eager to dis
cuss the Faith and to accept litera
ture. 

Journey to P.kyong 
Early on October 10, after two 

days in Gangtok, Mr. Chatterjee and 
Shri Singh hired a jeep and after 
many delays due to rock blasting 
and the work of bulldozers on the 
road~ reached Pakyong in mid-after
noon where the Baha'i friends had 
assembled to greet them. Mr. Chatt
erjee spoke to them about pioneer
ing, local and national funds, and 
some difficulties with local authori
ties were also clarified, giving en
couragement to the Baha'is who had 
been confronted with certain prob
lems. A proposal wa's made for a 
joint meeting of all the Baha'is in 
Gangtok the next day in spite of 
many problems of transportation to 
be resolved. Returning to Gangtok 
that evening, Shri Singh and the 
visiting Baha'i, Mr. Chatterjee, 
were invited for a second time to tea 
at the home of Mr. D. K. Das, man
ager of the Sikkim Darbar Press. Of 
that interview Mr. Ch"tterjee writes: 
"A spirit of unity prevailed. He 
questioned me intelligently about the 
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Cause. No prejudices came between 
us. He gladly consented to introduce 
me to the Government Officers (then 
out on Holidays) when I visited 
Sikkim next, and suggested a public 
meeting." 

Joint Meeting in Gangtok 
The joint meeting at the Gangtok 

Baha'i Center brought earnest dis
cussion of pioneering, consolidation, 
self-reliance in teaching, administra
tive duties of assembly members and 
officers, how to conduct meetings, 
and above all the importance of obe
dience to Baha'j institutions. 

Mr. Chatterjee writes: "This meet
ing had a very warming effect on 
the friends and all of a sudden they 
all got up and promised to work 
more for the Cause . . . their excit
ing and confident words are still 
ringing in my ears ... 'Please give 
us some more time ... in one year 
we all promise we will be double in 
Dumber and nothing can stop us now. 
Then we will be able to relieve Mr. 
Singh to go elsewhere.' " 

Alter the meeting the Officer-in
Charge of the Gangtok police ap· 
proached and asked, ., Are you the 
Baha'i from Calcutta?" He had 
heard the news of the arrival of the 
Baha'i teacher and asked to take tea 

with him and discuss the Cause of 
God. 

Teachings Show Fruits 
Of Sikkim itself Mr. Chatterjee 

writes: "Sikkim is a place with prac
tically no indu.stry, used by business
men dealing with Tibet for the trans
port of goods from Gangtok into 
Tibet. Cost of living is very high -
many of the inhabitants are illiterate. 
At such a place the Baha'i teachings 
are beginning to show fruits of the 
tree whose first seeds were planted 
by our pioneer Mr. Udai Singh and 
since then nurtured by pioneer Mr. 
Baijnath Singh. I can say with pride 
that Sikkim has reached the true 
teachings of the knowledge of God. 
Friends there are firm, simple and 
sincere, though they are not well 
educated and they need frequent 
warming up. Most of them speak 
Nepali and books in Nepali are 
needed most. H 

T ran.l.tion Goal. 
There have been translations in 

both Nepali and Hindustani previous 
to the World Crusade. Lepcha and 
Tibetan~ the two goal languages, 
have had some translations made, 
but Lepcha remains to be printed. 
The National Assembly of India 
states that there is only one press 

First Bahci.ti Summer Schoot held in Rabat, Morocco. 
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in India able to print in Lepcha, the 
Baptist Mission Press of Calcutta, 
and it refuses to handle the work of 
the Baha'is up to this time. 

Sikkim, once a small region in the 
remote Himalayas, enclosed by Ne.
pal, Ghutan, and Tibet, is no longer 
either small or remote. It is mighty 
in the plan of Baha'u'llith and near 
to the hearts of all Baha'is whose 
efforts for victory in His World Cru
sade encircle the globe. 

India, Burma 

CONFERENCES SCHEDULED 
TO STIMULATE TEACHING 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
India and Burm'a has been sponsor
ing a series of teaclUng conferences 
and school 'sessions thart began in Au
gust 1957, and will ,continue through 
F ebru ary 1958, to stimulate new 
.teaching efforts and a corresponding 
increase in new assemblies and 
groups. 

In Ind'la teaching conferences were 
held in Belgaum ,and Rampur last 
October, and a second -conference i·s 
scheduled for February in both cities. 
A Summer School was held at Gwa
lior in Octdber, and a Winter School 
was again held at Poona in Decem
ber. 

A Burma Teaching CoruEerence last 
August and a school session in No
vember took place at Rangoon. Co
lom,bo, Ceylon, was the location of a 
Teaching Conference in December. 

The cenltral theme of all the ses
sions wa's to find ways of fulfilling 
the remaining goals of the Ten Year 
Crusade, and to arouse new pioneer
ing responses. The conferences em
ployed that technique of a 'general 
opening discussion, with smaller pan
els meeting separately ior consulta
tion, followed by a final general con
sultation of the entire conference. 

Baha'i youth took an active part in 
the school sessions, with delegates 
representing both youth committees 
and Baha'i communities. 

UN DAY RESULTS IN 
PROCLAMATION VICTORIES 

A number of public meetings were 
held throughout India and Burma to 
commemorate United Nations Dayan 
October 24. Bombay reported a large 
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audience was deeply impressed by 
the two talks given there. Sholapur, 
Poona, Ernakulam, Cochin, and 
Ahmedabad all received good press 
reports. In Karikal, one of the origi
nal virgin goals of the World Cru
sade, the Local Baba'i Assembly con
ducted a most successful meeting re
sulting in good press coverage. 1 

From Moulmein, near Rangoon in 
Burma, the American pioneer, Keith 
de Folo, reported a meeting pro
grammed by representatives of 
many religions, including Baha'i 
that was attended by over 500 peo: 
pIe, all of whom heard the Baha'i 
prayer, "Prayer for all Nations." 
There were many requests for litera
ture and information on the Teach
ings. 

Attendance at Public Meetings 

The Baha'is of India have been hav
ing other Wlique successes in recent 
weeks in proclaming the Faith to 
large audiences. In Devlali a visiting 
Baha1i, Dr. Munj.e, and his son, gave 
two lectures, one at the Devlali High 
Scllool and the ather at the Rotary 
Club. The latter talk resulted in an 
invitation by the president of the 
Rotary Club and the president of the 
Literary Society Ito give a Baha'i 
lecture to the Literary Society, com
posed of milita·ry officel'ls and their 
wives. Two other high sdlools, with 
audiences of 300 and 1000. also heard 
Dr. Munje speak on the Baha'i Faith 
with. several fireside discussions fol
lowing. 

Govemment Honors Bah6'! 

In Bangalore the president of the 
Local Baha'i Assembly was awarded 
a g<>ld medal -by the Government of 
Mysore for distinguished services in 
the cause of social upliftment of 
Harijans. On this occasion leaders 
of Ithe Hindu, Muslim, and Christian 
reHgions were present, partaking 
food t()gether. It was a unique oc
casion rarely occurring in India, in 
which Brahmins, ihigh-caste Hindus, 
Harijans, and persons of many reli
gious commWlities met and dined 
together .at one table. Mr. D. N. 
Krishna Setty, the Baha'i receiving 
the award, is well known through
out the state of Mysore, and he used 
the occasi<m to tell the assembled 
guests of the long and careful in
vestigation of truth that led him to 
the conclusion that the Bahli'i Faith 
was the panacea for removing dis
unity from among the people of the 
world. 

Greo#er Antilles 

UN OBSERVANCE IN HAITI 
WARMLY RECEIVED 

The United States National Spirirt· 
ual Assembly received the following 
enthusiastic letter concerning the 
celebration of Uni.ted Nations Day in 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti: 

"We are happy to inform you ,tha~t 
the visit of Auxi'liary Board Member 
William deForge is hringing a great 
spiritual impetus ,to the territory, 
and this was especially nOlticeable on 
the United Nations observance held 
in the I;Ia?:iratu~l-Quds in Port-au· 
Prince, Octe>ber 24, 1957, under the 
aU&piees of the Local Spiritual As
sembly of Port-au-Prince. United Na
tions Day :LoS recognized in Haiti as a 
national public holiday, and all5tores 
are dosed. Aibout 80 persons at
tended, of whom 70 were non-Baha'i 
invited guests inrterested in the Faith. 

Parallel Aims of Faith and UN 
°The United Nations represent· 

ative in Port·a.u-Prince (also a warm 
friend <>f 'the Faith) was the first 
speaker. It had been decided by the 
Bahli'ls that Mr. deFoI""ge would men
tion the Faith only indirectly, but to 
the joy of the believers, at the dose 
of his talk, Mr. Victor spoke about 
five minutes very .glowingly of the 
parallel aims of the Faith and the 

U ni ted Nations. 
"The talk which followed, given by 

Mr. deForge, wa.s V€ry movingly pre
senrted; as agreed, the Faitil was 
mentioned only indirectly. It was 
very evident that the Baha'is were 
sincerely engaged in celebrating 
United Nations Day, not only here 
but in their centers throughout th~ 
world. 

Stron9 Intere.t Manifested 
"However, ,thLs evidently was not 

the plan of Baha 'u'llah, for a very in
terested non-Baha'i guest wanted to 
know who exactly was Baha'u'llah. 
The alert interest manifested im
mediately, which increased strongly, 
'brought other vitally impOI'tant ques
tions, and the atmosphere was very 
challengin'g. The deeply serious, sin
cerely searching attitude <>f the 
guests, and the great stimulation of 
being enfolded in the Baha'i love be
ing manifested, welded a force which 
will not be 'SOon forgotten -by any 
paDticipant. It wa'5 a great night for 
Port-au-Prince, Baha'i-wise, the con
tra-st being ali the more sharp -be
cause of its recent and long-stand.
ing 'problems. There was constant 
linking of the mutual interests of the 
United Nations' objectives and those 
of the Baha'i Faith: that the Baha'is 
are trying t(] accoonplish 'spiritually 
whart Ithe UN is trying to accomplish 
politically.f' 

Baha.'is present at the inauguration of the ~a?,iTatu'l-Quds 
of Rabat, Morocco. 
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Baha'i UN Participation -1957 

In the spring of 1947 the National 
Spiriltual A:ssembly of United States 
and Canada was accredited to 
United Nations as a national non
governmental organization qualified 
to be represented at United Nations 
Conferences through an observer. 
Shortly after this, on May 9, 1947, 
Shoghi Effendi wrote to explain why 
he was encouraging Baha'i asso
ciation with United Nations: 

"He feels that the friends should 
bear in mind that the prim'ary rea
son that he is encouraging Baha'i 
a·ssocia1ion with the Unilted. Na1ions 
is to give the Cause due pUlblicity 
as an agency working for, and firmly 
believing in, the unification of the 
human family and permanent peace, 
and not because he beIieves that we 
are 'at present in a posirti(m ,to shape 
or .influence directly the course of 
human affairs! Also, he believes this 
association will afford the believers 
an opportWlity of contacting prom
inent and progressive-minded people 
from different countries and calling 
the Faith and its principles to their 
attention. " 

A yea r later the eight existing 
National AsseIlliblies were recog
nized collectively as an international 
non-government organization under 

Association with an agency working 
for the unification of the human fam
ily and permanent peace. 

the title of "The Baha'i International 
Com'mWlity," with the National 
Spiritual A:ssembly of the United 
States designated a·s the representa
tive in relation to United Nations
this recognition noted by Shoghi 
Effendi in a cable of A:pril 26, 1948, 
as an achievement of the American 
Baha'i Com·munity. 

Since this recognition was given 
to the Baha'i International Commu
nity, the local Baha'i communities 
throughout the U.S. and in many 
other countries have, through their 
cooperation and leadership in their 
local communities, added imm eas
urably to the respect and under· 
standing of the principles of the 
Babit'l F·aith in relation to world 
peace and the unity of m·ankind. 

The following report, sent by the 
U.S. United Nations Committee, 
lOOugh not a complete account of 
all Baha'i .celebrations, exemplifies 
the methods and approaches being 
suc'cessfully employed this year. 

College Participation 
A highlight of Baha'i UN partici

pation ·a year ago was the work done 
by the seven Missoula, Mont., 
Baha'is in securing the cooperation 
of the local Wliversity in launching 

a full-scale community-wide observ
ance of United Nations Day. What 
could afford a better opportunity for 
contacts? College students are 
usually ea·ger for such participation, 
particularly now that so many uni
versities gather a part of their stu
dent body from distant countries. 
This year several communities have 
reported UN programs geared to the 
interest of college students. 

The Baha'i group of Casper, Wyo., 
sponsored a United Nations Day ob
s·ervance in the Casper College 
gymnasium. They report very fine 
cooperation shown 'by the conege at 
every level, from granting use of 
the gymnasium, arranging chairs, 
microphones, panel tables, and 
fla:gs, to selecting ·students for the 
panel discussion, and displaying 
posters ·and other m·aterial on Bul
letin boards and in the library. 

The main feature of the program 
was a panel discussion on the ef
fectiveness of the United Nations. 
Eleven students participated, and 
were excellent. The 'affair was 
opened by the Mayor of Casper, who 
read President Eisenhower's Pr~ 

cIamation. 'l'his was followed 'by a 
brief history of the United Nations 
given .by the Baha'i chairman. 

FollOWing the panel discussion 
Casper residents ori·ginally from 
China, Japan, the Philippines, North 
Mrica, Mexico, Poland, France, and 
Germany joined in W111e Cirele of 
Nations," each giving a .salutation 
in hi'S native language. Then repre
sentatives of six Casper churches, 
led 'by a Baha'i, pal'Pticipated in "The 
Circle of Faiths," successively of
feringa prayer for unity. Recordings 
o-f music ·from many lands were 
played for half an hour while the 
audience of 100, mostly .students, 
assembled. 

United Nations Day display of BahlFi books at the Young Women's Christian 
Association Phyllis Wheatley Branch for Colored Girls in St. Lou.iS', Mo. 

The effectiveness of this under
taking was greatly enhanced by ex
cellent publicity: three advance no
tices in the newspaper, spot 
announcements during the whole of 
United Nations Week on two radio 
stations, and presentation of the 
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panel part of the observance on tele
vision. One of the radio stations also 
gave a 15 minute interview with the 
Baha'i chairman, who spoke broadly 
of the Baha'i principles. The other 
station recorded the entire program 
and broadcast it the next evening. 

The Baha', Club of Arizona State 
College at Tempe, and the Baha', 
communities of Tempe, Phoenix, and 
North Phoenix observed United Na
tions Day with a variety show of 
cosmopolitan flavor called "Around 
the World in 80 Minutes." American 
Indians, Jamaica, Germany, Eng· 
land, HWlgary, Spain, Turkey. Siam, 
Korea, and Australia were all repre
sented in a variety of entertainment 
forms. The show closed with read~ 
ings from the Baha', Writings and 
the "Prayer for All Mankind." 

The audience of more than 200 was 
then invited to view the exhibits of 
artifacts from many countries, and a 
collection of dolls from 20 countries. 

Publicity to promote this endeavor 
included two exhibits, one in a prom
inent store window, the other in a 
display window of the Student Union 
building. There were radio 'annotmce
ments, one from the college radio 
station, one on the Spanish language 
station, and over seven others in the 
Phoenix area. There were also three 
television interviews, in each of 
which one Baha'i and several of the 
entertainers .took part. 

Evanston, Ill., Baha'is partici
pated for the second -consecutive year 
in a joint program with the local UN 
chapter and oth'er civic organiza
tions. Written invitations were sent 
to 'all foreign .students on four Evans~ 
ton campuses, including North
western University, and to Evanston 
residents recently arrived from other 
countries. Over 200 guests attended 
the meeting, planned as a welcoming 
reception to those newly arrived 
neighbol'S from other lands. Wide
spread publicity was given by the 
radio stations and the Evanston Re~ 
view, and a report was published in 
the Chicago Tri bune. 

An informal buffet dinoer was the 
feature of the Missoula, Mont., Baha'! 
observance this year, with guests in
cluding students from Montana State 
University in Missoula. These stu
dents represented the countries of 
Honduras, Puerto Rico, Argentina, 
Crete, Greece, Sweden, France, and 
Switzerland. Copies of the Baha'i 
prayer issued by the United Nations 
Committee, and a large, colorful UN 

~ ... - _ ...... ,.>. 
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Baha'is Present UN "Bookshelf' to Public Library 

The United Nations Committee of the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha';s of the United States presented a United Nations "Bookshelf" of 
25 books and pamphlets to the Countee Cullen Branch of the New York 
Public Library on November 22, as a feature of the Baha'i observance of 
United Nations Human Rights Day on December 10, 

Mrs. Dorothy Homer (left), Branch Librarian, accepted the presentation 
from Mrs. Walter A. Blackwell, chairman of the Committee and National 
Baha'i Observer to the United Nations. H. Borrah Kavelin represented the 
National Spiritual Assembly with a brief talk on the Baha'i principle of 
the oneness of mankind. To his ~eft are Frank B. Sawyer and Isabelle Silk, 
members of the Baha'i UN Committee. 

brochure were given to each guest. 
Three local newspapers publi

cized this banquet, each with a long 
story in a prominent pOSition in ,the 
paper. There was much favorable 
comment on the progra'm from the 
guests and others who had learned of 
the observance through the publicity. 

In Logan, Utah, a SID'all Baha'i 
group, together with .the Baha'i ClUlb 
of Utah State University at Logan 
held an Open House for the inter
national students attending the 
univers:i.ty, representing 30 countries. 
The affair wa's a ,great success, and 
it is hoped that a study class can be 
formed as ·a result of this meeting. 

Films Attract Audiences 
The Hackensack, N. J., group held 

a public meeting at which the film 

"Three of Our Children" was. shown. 
Among the 37 guests was a native of 
Port~au-Prince, Haiti, who also 
attended a fireside and showed great 
interest in the BaM.'! teachings. 

Hackensack Baha'is also gave 
three intimate dinners, with a total of 
15 participating. To advertise the pub
lie meeting and UN Week, 20 post
ers were distributed and shown in 
public buildings. Two newspaper 
stories and one advertisement pro~ 
vided publicity. 

A public meeting sponsored by the 
Flint, Mich., Local Spiritual Assem· 
bly featured the showing of two UN 
films, a speaker, and vocal music. 
This affair was publicized with a paid 
advertisement, seven newspaper sto~ 
ries, fifty spot announcements on sev
eral radio stations, and one televi
sion spot announcement. 
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Two Speakers Share Progra ms 

The Manhattan Beach, Calif., Local 
Spiritual Assembly joined with the 
local chapter of the American Asso· 
ciation for the United Nations in pre
senting a public meeting at a Baha'i 
horne. A speaker representing each 
organization talked on the subject 
HThe United Nations and a Maturing 
World. H Fifty-seven persons attend
ed. Publicity for this observance in
cluded displays in three libraries, 
two of them in adjoining towns, in a 
restaurant, a bank, and at nearby El 
Camino College. As a result of the 
poster in the college, members of the 
s<'hool's International Club attended 
the meeting. 

To close ,the observance of UN 
Week, a local Baha'i gave a party for 
32 children. who came dressed in 
costumes of nations .belonging to the 
UN. Five newspaper stories extend
ed the influence of these Manhattan 
Beach activities. 

Two isolated believers of Waterloo, 
Iowa, assisted by a third in nearby 
Castle Hill, conducted a well-attend~ 
ed public meeting in a local ,school 
gymnasium, featuring a male Negro 
choir in 'addi tion to two speakers. 
Printed progra'ms were widely dis
tributed. Posters were placed in 
many busines-s locations, and a UN
Baha'i display was arranged in a 
bank window. UN literature was 
placed in 12 places, seven of which 
also took Baha'i pamphlets and ex
pressed willingness to distribute 
Baha'i literature in the future. 

Baha'is of Healdsburg, Calif., as
sisted!by the Sonoma County Baha':is, 
organized a public meeting with two 
speakers in a hotel at Santa Rosa. 
Attendance totalled 47 persons. 

The Berkeley, Calif., Local Spirit
ual Assembly held a well-attended 
public meeting presenting 1Iwo speak
ers, one for the United Nations, the 
other for the Baha'i Faith. Much in
terest was shown, and ·good contacts 
were made. Five exhihits were set 
up: Itwo in stores and three in public 
buildings. There was an advance no
tice in the newspaper. 

Both a fireside and a public meet~ 
ing observing UN Week were given 
by the Marysville, Mich., group. The 
public meeting was the only UN cele
bration in tOlllIl. They were .given .two 
spot announcements on the radio, 
and two newspaper notices. 

A public meeting at the Common 
Room, Dwight Hall, Yale University 
in New Haven, Conn., was given by 

Baha'i Children's Classes of Cincin
nati~ Ohio, and surrounding com· 

munities. 

the Baha'i community there. Prof. 
Williams of Dublin, Ireland, and Dr. 
Samuel McClellan, Baha'i, were ·the 
speakers. The New Haven Register 
pUblished both a publicity story and 
an 'advertisement of this -event, and 
four radio stations carried 'announce
ments. Five hundred invitations were 
mailed. 

Participation With YWCA 
The local assemblies of EI Paso 

County and Colorado Springs, Colo., 
participated in the United Nations 
Day program given :by the Interna~ 
tional Club of the YWCA in Colorado 
Springs. The attendance was over 
200. Although this was primarily a 
YWCA activity, the Baha'is were 
given credit .for assistance in the 
newspaper account. An occasion was 
also provided for setting up ·a display 
of UN and Baha'i books in a local 
bookstore. 

Nine Communities Give Program Tea 
A "Program Tea" in a private 

home was given hy the Manhasset, 
N.Y. group, assisted by Baha'is of 
eight near.by Long Island communi
ties. Attendance totalled 60, with 
Mrs. Mildred Mottahedeh speaking 
for the United Nations, and H. Bor
rah Kavelin speaking for the Baha'i 
Faith. 

Participate in Two Meetings 
The Baha'i group of Provo, Utah, 

in addition to holding their own pub
lic meeting, participated in making 
the plans for the Utah County UN 
Committee banquet at Brigham 
Young University that was attended 
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by 500 people. The program opened 
with the Baha'i °Prayer for All Na. 
tions." 

In addition, the Secretary of the 
Provo Baha'is sent a "Letter to the 
Editor" in behal<f of the United Na
tions and world justice, and the 
Baha'i press representative induced 
the pastors of four churches to jOin 
with the Baha'is in statements en .... 
dorsing the work of th., United Na
tions. These were printed as one ar. 
tide in the local newspaper. 

Newton Center, Mass" Baha'is also 
held a fireside and a public 'meeting 
in observance of UN Week, and co
operated with several other organi. 
zations in a city-wide celebration that 
drew an attendance of over 300. 

Harnburg, N.Y., Baha'is held a 
public meeting with a Baha'i 
speaker. Apparently because of news
paper publicity, 45 high school stu
dents were required to attend as a 
class 'aSSignment, and made a wel~ 
come addition to a good-sized audi
ence. There was one advertisement 
and two publicity stories in the local 
newspaper. 

Model Presented to School 
A model of the United Nations 

building, and flags of all nations were 
presented to a grammar school in 
Three Rivers, Mass., by the Baha'is 
there. 

University Vice-President Speaks 
The Baha'i Assembly of Miami, 

Fla., was fortunate to secure as 
speaker for their public meeting, Dr. 
H. Franklin Williams, vice~president 
of the University of Miami. Dr. Wil
liams, who is a celebrity locally be
cause of his humanitarian work as 
well as his scholastic abilities, gave 
a vivid picture of the UN, its fine 
objectives, and its achievements. 
Among the guests was Mike Osceola, 
a Seminole Indian of national fame. 

City's Only Observance 
The Baha'i Assembly of Fresno, 

Calif., arranged the only publicized 
public meeting held in that city to 
observe United Nations Week. 
With two advertisements, newspaper 
stories before and after the event, 
and radio and television announce
ments, the publicity was ample. 
Three exhibits were 'set up in stra~ 
tegic locations, and 1000 copies of 
the pamphlet UN Day 1957 were dis
tributed in the publi-c and college li~ 
braries, appropriate college classes, 
and at the meeting. 
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City. Wide Celebration 
Juneau, Alaska, with the help of 

several other organizations, ar~ 
ranged a city-wide celebration of UN 
Week. Three exhibits were dis
played, in the library, the high 
school, and a leading hotel. A panel 
of .five persons 'Spoke for 15 minutes 
on the radio, and two films were 
shown on 'television, making a 30 
minute program. Several spot 'an
nouncements were also broadcast. 

Exhibit at University 
In Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico, it was 

possible for the Baha'is to secure the 
"Salon de Exhi'bicionesu at the Uni~ 
versity of Puerto Rico for a week: 
starting the Sunday before UN Day. 
The exhibit was composed largely of 
posters, photographs, and charts 
furnished by the Department of Pub· 
lic Information of the UN. One ()f 
the several bulletin boards had a 
photograph of the Baha'i House of 
Worship, a copy of the National Spiri· 
tual Assembly proposals of UN 
Charter revisions, and a quotation 
from the Baha'i Writings. 

In a smal! raci< below this board 
were exhibited copies of G!eanings, 
and other examples of Sacred Writ· 
ings from member-countries of 
the UN. 

Summary of Observances 

The Baha'i United Nations Com
mi ttee ha s the responsibility of re
porting each year to the UN Head· 
quarters the work of Baha'is in this 
field. The committee states: HTo 
date (November 27) we have reo 
ceived reports from 68 communities 
that engaged in some adivity t() 
mark the twelfth anniversary of the 
United Nations. We are confident 
our repon to UN Headquarters will 
be accorded high commendation." 
Each community making efforts this 
year in the work of friendly coopera
tion in l<>eal UN work has also 
helped in the 'lreinforcement of ties 
binding the Baha'i World Commu
nity to the United Nations"-Iisted 
by Shoghi Effendi in 1953 as one of 
the objectives of the Ten Year Plan 
at the World Center of the Faith. 

Baha'is ·should be fully informed 
on the Baha'! relationship to the 
United Nations and the progress 
made in this respect since that mem
orable spring of 1947. An excellent 
source of information is The Bahd'i 
World, Vol. XII, pages 597·615. 

SUGGEST USES OF RADIO 

IN HOME FRONT TEACHING 

The following ideas, submitted by 
a Baha'i who is experienced in the 
field of radio, are offered for the 
benefit of the small communities 
and Baha'i groups who would like to 
secure radio time for Baha'1 events, 
'hu t who have found that time fa r 
religious programs is controlled by 
the C()uncil of Churches, the I()cal 
Ministerial Association, or the prin
ciple of ~<free time apportioned ac
cording to the number of local mem~ 
bers of the religion." 

This believer's advice, in such 
SItuations, is to -give up trying to 
obtain public service time on the sta
tion for the time .being and to try 
to do the follawin'g instead: 

"Make yourself known to an on
the-air personality of the station. 
This could be anyone who uses in
terviews or who comments on 
"Things going on around town," etc. 
The first step would be to Hsten 
carefully to the station for a week 
or so and determine what person
ality could best use the Baha'i 
material. 

., As an example. here we have 
th-ree stations. One station has a reg
ular current events program, and 
they will annOWlce any meetings we 
have. Another ha-s a women's editor 
who announces our meetings and our 
holy day celebrations when we ask 
her to do so. Also she will interview 
Baha'is from time to time. To date, 
she has had four such interviews. 

Baha',s and Sunday Schoo! of Molo· 
kai, Hawaii. 
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"This is how to handle a possible 
interview: Inform the personality 
that you are going to have a speaker 
who, you believe, 'she would find in
teresting to have as a guest 'On her 
(or his) show. Give her pertinent 
facts about the speaker and let her 
decide if she can use such an in
terview. 

"With regard to notices of meet
ings, etc., these should be written in 
regular radio style, -either about 60 
or 125 words, concise and to the 
point. Just as in newspaper releases, 
if it is done in a professional man~ 
ner, the material has a greater 
chance of being used." 

SUGGESTIONS PUBLISHED 
FOR TEACHING ON CAMPUS 

The Baha'i College Bureau has 
prepared an article containing help
ful suggestions for teaclling on col
lege campuses. It is being dis
tributed to all Baha'i college students 
by the National Baha'i Youth Com. 
mittee and it will be sent, on request 
to the Baha'i Conege Bureau, to 
youth anticipating attending college, 
to Baha'is lliving adjacent to colleges, 
and to others interested in this 
subject. 

The Baha'i College Bureau has 
also prepared a model constitution 
for a Baha'i Col!ege Club and sug· 
gestions for starting such an organ
ization. This is also available upon 
request. 

Please address inquiries to Miss 
Barbara Roberts, secretary, Baha'i 
Cnllege Bureau, P.O. Box 956, Stan· 
ford, Calif. 

COLLEGE ACTIVITIES 
The Baha'i Club at Wayne State 

University. Detroit, Mich., was 
asked t() participate on September 
13 in a welcoming party for the In· 
ternational Club. Some 125 students 
and faculty members attended this 
meeting, held in a church rectory. 
Mter the short talks given by rep· 
resenta ti ves of the faculty, the Stu
dent Union, and the Christian groups 
on campus, Frank Meese presented 
the Baha'i Faith. 

One of the interesting side1ighls of 
this gathering was that a student 
from Thailand had been studying 
the Faith in his country for three 
months from a Baha'i pioneer from 
California. This student :indicated 
that he plans to continue -studying 
the Faith with the Wayne Baha'i 
Club. 
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Davison Baha'i Summer School Sessions 

Emphasize Teaching and Deepening of Youth 

The report received from the Pro
gram Committee for the Davison 
Baha'i School for the 1957 session in
dica.tes that much emphasis wa-s 
placed on the teaching, training, and 
deepening of Baha'i youth. The 
school opened with a two-week ses
sion for junior youth from 10 to 15 
years of a-ge, with emphasis upon the 
things that 'Would carryover into 
their daily lives after they left the 
school, such as the ha,bit of daily de
votions, and the ability to explain 
and teach the F·aith to other young 
people. 

Two weeks near the end of the ses
sion were planned. for youth between 
the ages of 15 and 21. Two of the 
teachevs for this program were indi
viduals just over 21 years of age 
themselves. 

Five weeks of the school were de
voted to general sessions with em
phasis on family attendance -and dur
ing that time classes for children 
were also conducted. 

Four courses were given each 
week. One stressed study of the Cre
ative Word; another was on the 
World Crusade; the third ,was de
voted to study of the Covenant and 
Administration, and the fourth 'area 
consisted of courses of the work-shop 
type on such subjects as UPrayer 
and Meditation," "The Guardian
ship, ., and "A Baha'i Philosophy 'Of 
Education. " 

The weekend programs were 
planned in a IDaIUler to present sub
jects quite completely for those who 
were unable to attend the ISchool for a 
full period. These included programs 
planned by the American Indian 
Service Committee, a work-shop on 
community teaching, and other sub
jects presented hy well qualified 
Baha'i teachers. 

The homecoming weekend drew at
tendance of more than 100. The ma
jor part of the program for those 
days was devoted to a study of Africa 
and its teaching opportunity, planned 
by the Africa Teaching Committee. 

The Davison Baha'I School was 
particularly hIes sed thi's year by the 
attendance of the Hand of the Cause 
of God, Mr. Dhikru'llilh Khadem, and 
his family. Other visitors were re
turned pioneers from Africa, and 
Baha'is who had recently made the 
pilgrimage to the World Center. 

FAITH REPRESENTED 
AT UNIVERSITY 
RELIGIOUS CONFERENCE 

In August of thi-s yea r the N a tiona! 
Spiritual As sembly received a re
quest for a representative of the 
Baha'i Faith to ,be present at the 
Religious Life Conference to be held 
at Illinois State Normal University 
on November 11-21, 1957. 

JAN DAly ItSl 

The National Assembly referred 
the matter to the Urbana Local 
Spiritual As sembly , which in tum 
delegated Dr. Garreta Busey to at
tend the conference. 

The program called for seminars 
to be given at 4 o'clock every after· 
noon by the representatives of var
ious religious bodies. These speakers 
were asked, as well, to meet any 
classes which might invite them to 
attend. 

Miss Busey was asked to meet a 
freshman rhetoric class at 10 a.m. 
and a sociology class at 11. Her sub
jects were ,. Poetry and Religion' J 

and "The Great Family of Reli
gions." Many questions were asked, 
and the sociology students, who 
were upperclassmen and very in
telligent, seemed especially inter
ested. After class they swooped 
down, like a cloud of locusts, on the 
pamphlets spread out on the desk. 

Dr. Busey had been doubtful ahout 
the attendance at the 4 o'c1ock semi
nar, the subject of which had been an
nounced a·s "What is the Baha'i 
Faith?" Nine other simmars were 
being given at the same timet one 
of them on ,marriage and dating, an 
overwhelmingly popular subject. 
She had heard that the attendance at 
these seminars the day before had 
ranged from 30 to 1. She writes: 

°1 expected three or four, but 35 to 
40 people turned up, most of them 
students, some of them older 
people. They were alert, -and a'sked 
many questions. 

"A Bah.a'i freshman who was pre
sent took p art in the discussion, 
thereby making it known that she 
is a Baha'i, and she talked with some 

Homecoming Weekend at Davison Bahd'i School, Davison, Mich.., on August 31 to September 2, 1957. 
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of the students afterwards. I had 
some Baha'i books on display; they 
were not advertised for sale, but one 
woman asked if she could buy The 
Divine Art oj Living. The pamphlets 
almost all disappeared. .some stu. 
dents asked for Communion with 
God. 

"One of the most fruitful aspects of 
the visit was the bringing together 
of four of the Baha'is of Bloomington 
and Normal. One of them, recently 
returned from France, who has this 
fall become a member of the Physi
cal Education staff at the university, 
made herself known to me. She knew 
of no other Baba'is in the vicinity. 

"Tuesday evening my hostess, a 
non·BaM:!, kindly allowed me to in
vite her to the house, along with 
three other Baha'is, and these four 
were happy to find each other and 
immediately began to plan firesides 
and a discussion group. 

"The whole affair seemed to me to 
be very encouraging. A state uni
versity has asked to have the Baha'i 
Faith represented, as one of the 
great religions. At least 90 non
Baha'is heard straight Baha'i talks 
and an'swers to many questions, and 
the Baha'is of the locality found each 
other and began to plan follow-up 
teaching." 

Book display at local Baton Rouge, 
La..,. library dUTing week of Anniver

sary oj the Birth oj Baoo'u'llah. 

WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 
Fifth YC!-.!Ir: 1957·1958 

Annual Budget .. _ . . . .. $425,000.00 
Total Requirements: 

May I-November 30 ,. 247,900.00 
Total Contributions: 

May I-November 30 ... 175,000.00 
-NATIONAL SpmIrUAL AsSEMBLY 

1958 Bah,,'i Calendar. Our 1958 calen
dar carries the four<olor reproduc
tion of the Shrine of the Bab which 
was originally selected as the frontis
piece in Baha'i WOTld Vol. XII by the 
beloved Guardian. 

Due to increase in production costs 
on this limited item we are forced 
to raise the price slightly above that 
appearing'in our current catalog. 

Per copy ................ $ .30 Net 
Ten copies .............. $2.50 Net 

(Please note the net price, Which 
means no discount) 

Sample Pamphlet Kit. Here is a kit 
made up of one copy each of our 
most useful teaching pamphlets. This 
will enable every Baha'i who is ready 
and willing to teach the Cause, to be 
completely aware of and acquainted 
with the many splendid pamphlets 
and brochures with their vaTiety of 
approaches to the Teachings. suit· 
able for every contact, fireside, or 
public meeting. (This kit supersedes 
the smaller sized kit of recent years 
made up of only 10 titles). 

30 individual titles ........... $2.50 

Baha'i Literature Catalog. Special 
Edition. A briefer edition of the 
Baha'i Literature Catalog, omitting 
many 'items of interest only to 
Baha'is, has been prepared. This 
may be ordered for giving to Baha'i 
contacts who are seriously interested 
in purchasing Baha'i books. It is 
available at cost. 

Per copy .................... $ .10 

Minimum Mail Order, $1.00 
Available fTom 

BAllA 'f PUBLISHING TRUST 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 
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FEASTS 
January 19-5ultim (Sovereignly) 
February 7-MuIk (Dominion) 

WORLD RELIGION DAY 
January 19, 1958-To prOclaim the 

fundamental oneness of religion. 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 

February 14, 15, 16 

Baha 'j House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

Weekday. 
1:00 p.m. to 4 :00 p.m. 
(Auditorium only) 

Sundays and Holidays 
10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
(Entire building) 

Service of Worship 
Sundays 

3:30 p.m., lasting until 4:15. 

National B.ha'i Addresses 
NATIONAL BAHA'i ADMINISTRATIVE 

HEADQUARTERS : 

536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

NATIONAL TREASURER: 

112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

Make Checks Payable 10: 
National Babi'i FuIld 

BAHA'i PUBLISHING TRUST: 

110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, 
Illinois. 

BAHA'i NEWS: 
Editorial Office: 

110 Linden Avenue, 
Wilmette, Illinois 

SubscriptiOlli aDd 
clta.bge of address: 

112 Linden Avenu.e. 
Wilmette, IDinois 
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BAHA'i DIRECTORY CHANGES 

ASSEMBLY SECRETARIES 

Northern California 
Oakland: (new .secretary to be reported) 

Southern Califomi a 
National Clty: Mrs. Marie Ray. 317 E. 5th St. 

Western New York 
S7racuse: Dr. Hamilton Niss, P. O. Box 976', Z. 1. 

Ohio 
Dayton: (new secretary to be reported) 

Washington 
South King County; Mrs. Opal L. Conner, 11705 15th Ave., S., 

SeatUe 88 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Southern California 
Beverly Hills: Miss Maryellen Reese~ 336 N. Palm Dr., 

Apt. B. 

Colorado 
Denver: Miss Anita Grasselly. 1301 Sherman, #203, Z. 3. 

Connecticut 
New Haven: Mrs. Clara M. Stone, 299 Lombard St. 

Montana 
Helena: Mrs. Jeanine Saunders, 524 Hauser 

Puerto Rico 
San Juan: Mr. Francisco Perez, Centro Bab.ii'i. Calle Mayol, 
No. 604 Int. Pda. 25lk. Santurce 

South Dakota 
Sioux FaUs: Mrs. Vera Esinhart, 435% W. 10th St. 

ADDITIONS TO COMMITIEES 

Western Hemisphere Teaching Committee 
Mr. Sam Kraus 

Hawaii Teaching Committee 
Mrs. Lillian Chou 
Mrs. Beatrice Stone, Secty., c/o Maj. C. M. Stone, 14710A 
1502nd Maint. Gp., (Box 99), AP 953, c/o PM, San Francisco 

Americ an Indian Service Committee 
Mr. Cal E. Rollins 

Area Teaching Committee--Central Atlantic States 
Mrs. Elsie Lesti 
Mr. Earl Pickens (Youth Representative) 

East Central States Are a Youth Committee 
·Miss Kathleen Gaines 
Mr. Alan Higgins 
Mrs. June Meese 
Miss Pauline Rushing 

RESIGNATIONS FROM COMMInEES 

American Indian Service Committee 
Me. Alan Ward 

Hawaii Tea ching Committee 
Miss Catherine E. Nourse 
Miss Gertrude Garnida 

BAHA'I SUMMER SCHOOL PROGRAM COMMITTEE 

Geyserville School Program Committee 
Mr. Raymond Dones, chairman 

Mm. Margaret Bustard. secretary. 36 Arreba St., Martinez, 
Calif. 

Mr. Dwight Allen 
Mr. J obn Bustard 
Mrs. Alla Dakserbof 
Mrs. Inez Dones 
Mrs. Fnmces Fletcher 
Mrs. Clara Irwin 
Mr. Harry Irwin 

Mr. Fred Littman 
Mrs. Hazel Littman 
Mrs. Beatrice Rinde 
Miss Maryellen Simpson 
Miss Maude Tollefson 
Mrs. Johanna Vanoni 
Mr. Alfred Zahl 

Davison School Program Committee 
Mr Stanley Brogan, chairman 
Mrs. Lois N ochman, secretary, 532 Western, Inkster, Michigan 
Mr. Wallace Baldwin Mrs. Mabel Long 
Mrs. Elizabeth Brogan Mrs. Betty Weston 
Miss Phyllis Hall Miss Violet Wuerfel 
Mr. Lester Long 

Green Acre Institute Program Committee 
(Officers .to be announced) 
Mr. Kenneth Kalantar 
Mrs. Martha Kavelin 
Dr. Firm Kazemzadeh 
Mr. R. Y. Mottahedeh 

Dr. Anselm Schurgast 
Mrs. Mary Swan 
Mrs. Rene Welsh 

Southwestern Summer Committee 
(Officers ·to be announced) 
Mrs. Thelma Gorham 
Mr. E. D. Gray 
Mrs. Robert Hopkins 
Miss D. Thelma Jackson 

Mr. Jack Raborn 
Mrs. Allene Squires 
Mr. John D. Thomas 

Blue Ridge Summer School Committee 
Mr. Jack: Davis, chairman 
Mrs. Corinne Bowman, secretary, 4512 Riverdale Road, 

Riverdale, Md. 
Mr. Gerald Curwin Mrs. Erma Hayden 
Mrs. Vivian Curwin Mr. Rex Parmelee 
Mrs. Margaret Gawen 

BAHA'i NBws is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporti.ng 
c:urrent activities of the Baha'i World CommWlity. 

Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 

BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1957-58: Mrs, Eunice Braun. chair· 
man; Miss Charlotte Linfoot, secretary; Mr. Richard C. Thomas. 

Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Dlinois, U.S.A. 

Change of address should be reported directly to National Baba'i Office. 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 



Irall Upon Bereaved Believers" 
With hearts still torn (by) sorrow 

(for) irreparable loss (of) sacred 
Primal Branch whose mighty spirit 
guarded, inspired; (and) comforted 
(the) members (of the) world Baha'i 
community (for) thirty-six years: 
whose all-encompassing vision (and) 
inflexible determination established 
(the) Administrative Order; by (the) 
light (of) whose divine guidance 
(the) Cause (of) God spread uninter
ruptedly over (the) entire planet; 
whose blessed shade (the) Master 
states "shadoweth an mankind"; 
(the) Hands (of the) Holy La nd call 
upon bereaved believers suitably (to) 
express (the) longing (and) grief (in) 
their hearts by refraining (from) all 
manner (of) religious festivity (for) 
period (of) nine months from day 
(of) his ascension. Share message 

(with) all Hands (and) all national 
bodies. 

Haifa, Isra el 
Cable received 
January 2, 1958 

Beloved Friends: 

-HANDS (OF) F AlTH 

The Hands of the Holy Land call 
upon the members of the Baha'i 
world community to unite in a rev~ 
erent and befitting observance of the 
passing of the beloved Guardian. 
Their call is for a sincere expression 
of OUf grief and longing to relieve 
our hearts and raise a spiritual 
monument that will abide in the his
tory of the Faith of BaM 'u'llah. 

By "all manner of religious fes
tivity" the National Spiritual Assem
bly understands that we are to obey 
the in.struction given us by the 

Guardian as published in BAHA'i 
NEWS, October 1932, when he called 
for a period of mourning following 
the passing of the Greatest 
Holy Leaf: Festive Anniversaries 
should be suspended. Administrative 
gatherings, including Nineteen Day 
Feasts, should be held with utmost 
simplicity. " 

The nine month period began No
vember 4, 1957, and ends August 4, 
1958. The "festive anniversaries" 
falling within this period are the In
tercalary Days, Naw-Ruz, the Feast 
of Ric;lvan, and the Declaration of the 
Bab. It would be appropriate, how
ever, for the friends to assemble on 
these anniversaries for prayer and 
the reading of selections from the 
Sacred Writings. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

''Mysterious Divine Forces Animating Dearly-loved Faith" 
Critical juncture deep mourning su

preme challenge Hands (of) Holy 
Land call upon fellow believers, par
ticularly Hand s, (and) National As
semblies (of) all continents, exert 
utmost effort insure success five 
Intercontinental Conferences an
nounced (in) Beloved Guardian's last 
momentous message (to) Baha'i 
world. Conferences provide unex
ampled opportunity (to) demonstrate 
(the) mysterious Divine Forces ani

. mating (our) dearly-loved Faith, vi
tality (of) institutions (of the) em
bryonic world order nourished (by 

the) lifeblood (of) Beloved Guardian. 
determination (of) Baha'i community 
(to) diffuse uninterruptedly fra
grance (of) Baha'u'!lah's mighty 
Revelation to fear-laden humanity, 
deprived (of) power (to) recognize 
Divine Light unaided. Urge greatest 
attendance (of) believers possible 
these historic gatherings designed 
(to) generate upsurge (of) enthusi
asm (and) consecration unprece
dented (in) annals (of) Faith, usher 
in fourth phase (of) Crusade destined 
(to) witness victories at which fu
ture generations (of) Baha'is will 

marvel, culminating world triumph 
Faith (at) centenary (of) Declara
tion (of) Blessed Beauty. Share 
message (with) all Hands (and) 
National Assemblies. 

~HANDS (OF) FAITH 

Haifa, Isra,el 
Cable received 
December 13, 1957 

Beloved Baha'i Friends: 
The message cabled on December 

13 by the nine Hands of the Holy 
Land challenges the Baha'i world 
community to demonstrate the "mys-
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terious divine forces animating our 
dearly loved Faith," and the "vitality 
of institutions of the embryonic world 
order," and calls upon the Hands of 
the Cause and the National Assem
blies, as well as the body of be
lievers, to evince "determination, . _ 
to diffuse uninterruptedly the fra~ 
grance of Baha'u'llah's mighty Rev
elation to fear-laden humanity. de
prived of power to recognize Divine 
Light unaided." 

The Custodians concentrate upon 
the realization and fulfillment of the 
beloved Guardian's essential purpose 
in announcing, through his last ~es
sage, the convening of the Interna
tional Conferences during 1958. 

Thus any idle questioning of the 
direction of Baha'i affairs proclaimed 
by the Hands assembled .in the Man
sion of Baha'u'Uah is swept away in 
this fervent, eloquent appeal to re
spond to the Guardian's expressed 

FEBRUARY "58 

Ruhiyyih Khanum's Account 

of the Passing of the Beloved Guardian 
The believers are informed that RUQiyyih Khanum has written an account 

of the passing of Shoghi Effendi which wilJ be published as a pamphlet. No 
article on that sacred subject is to be published in BAHA 'f NEWS. 

When copies of the pamphlet are available the friends will be informed. 
-NATIONAL SpmITUAL ASSEMBLY 

intention and hope. Those at the helm 
possess experience, the skill, and the 
devotion to steer the ship through 
whatever stormy seas arise until the 
world triumph of the Faith is dem
onstrated in 1963, the Centenary of 
Bahci'u'llah's Declaration. 

The time is brief, the end is su
premely glorious for every faithful 
BaM'i. 

-NATIONAL SPllUTUAL ASSEMBLY 

Memorial Meetings Affirm 
Rededication and Devotion 

"Request all believers hold me
morial meetings eighteenth Novem
ber commemorating Dayspring (of) 
Divine Guidance who has left us after 
thirty-six years (of) utter self-sacri
fice, ceaseless labor,s (and) constant 
vigilance. " 

This request, included in the mes
sage from Ru1;tiyyih Khanum sent to 
the national and regional spiritual 
assemblies following the fWleraI for 
Shoghi Effendi in London, N ovem
ber 9, 1957, was immediately trans
mitted by these bodies to the mem
bers of their respective Baha)i com
munities. Perhaps it will never be 
known in how many of the 4,500 
Baha'i centers throughout the world, 
the believers numbering from one 
lonely pioneer or isolated individual 
to possibly hundreds, united with 
their fellow believers around the 
world in a short, sacred period of 
prayers, readings, and chanting to 
assuage their grief over the loss of 
"the light of their lives" and to re
dedicate themselves to greater unity 
and steadfast devotion to the plans 
he longed to see completed for the 
establishment of the World Order of 
Baha'u'llilh, 

All national and regional spiritual 
assemblies must have received in
numerable letters and cables from 
local assemblies, Baha'i groups, and 
individuals reporting the sacred 
spirit and nature of these gather
ings, together with expressions of 
steadfastness and devotion. 

International Archives Building at the Baha'i World Center 
in Haifa, Israel. 

Those received from centers 
throughout the United States, num
bering approximately 200, were -for
warded to Rul)iyyih 1):---.b~mum as evi
dence of the grief, the love, and re
dedication of the believers, as well as 
their sympathy and their deep ap
preciatlon of her own words of com
fort to them. 
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Typical of these messages are the 
following sentences gleaned from let
ters and cablegrams received by the 
Regional Spiritual Assembly of Bra
zil, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and 
Venezuela: "Sacrifice will be more 
intensive." "We'll have to work 
harder than ever." "In this joint sor
row over the loss of Shoghi Effendi 
on this plane of existence, we will 
all be bound closer together." "There 
seemS to be already a spiritual ma
turing _ _ . a courageous unity to 
face whatsoever the future presents." 

There were also many declarations 
of loyalty to all the institutions of 
the Faith and to the tasks of the 
World Crusade, as well as expres· 
sians of confidence that the beloved 
Guardian "will guide our steps from 
the Abhil Kingdom." 

The national and regional spiritual 
assemblies commenting on the spirit 
of these memorial gatherings, as 
well as on the response generated in 
the hearts of the believers, have ex~ 
pressed assurances similar to that 
of the Regional Spiritual Assembly 
of Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, 
and Venezuela that "such dedication 
will bear fruit and the completion of 
our goals be fully realized." 

Urge Early Reservations 
for Convention Accommodations 

Delegates and visitors wishing ac
commodations for the Fiftieth An
nual National Convention, April 29, 
30, and May 1, 1958. in private homes 
should send their request for reser
vations to: Mrs. Priscilla Hassan, 
1244 Maple Avenue, Wilmette, IlL, 
chairman of the Housing Committee, 
or to the Co..chairman. Mrs. Edna 
Coleman, 1227 Leon Place, Evans
ton, IlL 

A list of nearby hotels, together 
with rates, will be published in the 
next issue of BAHA'i NEWS. The 
friends wishing this latter type of 
accommodation must make their own 
reservations directly with the hotel 
of their choice. 

AU delegates and visitors are re
quested to bring their Baha'i identi
fication cards. which must be pre
sented when registering at the Con
vention. They will be needed also for 
registering for the Intercontinental 
Conference as announced in the bul
leUn sent to all the believers as an 
insert in the January BAHA'i NEWS. 

-NATION!\L SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

NSA Calfs 38 Conferences 
Throughout Nation in February 

In consultation with the American 
Hands of the Cause, the National 
Spiritual Assembly has issued a call 
for a nation-wide series of confer
ences to be held in 38 centers of 
Baha'i population during February 
1958, each conference to be conduct· 
ed by a Hand of the Cause, a mem· 
ber of the Auxiliary Boards, or a 
member of the National Assembly. 

This is the third series of confer
ences to be conducted on a nation
wide scale in the current Baha'i 
year, representing the effort of the 
National Spiritual Assembly to re~ 

invigorate the American Baha'i com· 
munity and to produce a maximum 
response to the beloved Guardian's 
appeal for pioneer settlement and 
the multiplication of the number of 
Baha'is in the United States. 

The February conferences, how
ever, have special importance in 
that they arc planned also as oppor
tunities for individual Baha'is to con
sult on the new and unprecedented 
situation created by the passing of 
the beloved Guardian. Each confer
ence leader will present a statement 
prepared by the National Spiritual 
Assembly which deals with this sit~ 
uation and enables the believers to 
attain the complete Wlderstanding 
they need in order to meet this spir
itual challenge with conviction, 
courage, and action to assure' the 

l 

·'triumphant termination of the in~ 

itial epoch in the W1foldment of the 
Divine Plan" called for in the Guar
dian's letter to the Baha'is of the 
United State, of September 21, 1957. 
and to "rise to heights 'never before 
attained in the course of ... Amer
ican Baha'j history." 

In calling these conferences, the 
National Spiritual Assembly has re· 
quested everyone to bring with him 
the last two letters from the Guar
dian entitled: "Heights Never Be
fore Attained" (September 21, 1957), 
and "The Guardian Announces Se
ries of Five Intercontinental Con
ferences and Appointment of Eight 
Additional Hands of the Cause" (Oc
tober, 1957), both of which were dis
tributed with the November 1957 
BAHA!i NEWS. 

Following is the list of places 
where the conferences are to be 
held, together with the date and the 
conference leader for each one. De
tails as to meeting places and exact 
hours are being announced by the 
various area teaching committees. 

Seattle, Wnsh., 
Feb. 15 - Florence V. Mayberry 

Spokane, Wash .. 
Feb. 16 - f'lorence V. Mayberry 

Helena, Montana, 
Feb. 19 - Florence V. Mayberry 

Boise, Idaho, 
Feb. 23 - Florence V. Mayberry 

Portland. Ore., 
Feb. 8 -~ Arthur L. Dahl 

American Hands Announce Appointment 
of Auxiliary Board for Protection 

In accordance with directives is
sued to the Hands of the Cause by 
the beloved Guardian, the American 
Hands have appointed an Auxiliary 
Board of nine members to be con
cerned with the protection of 
the Faith from Covenant-breakers. 
Two members of the original Aux
iliary Board for Teaching have been 
transferred to the new Board. 

The membership of the two Boards 
is as follows: 
Auxiliary Board for Teaching: Este
ban Canales, William deForge, Flor
ence V. Mayberry. Margery Mc
Cormick. Katherine McLaughlin, 
Peggy Ross, Thelma Sherrill, Gayle 
Woolson, Margot Worley. 

Auxiliary Board for Protection: Elsa 
Cazcarra, Elisabeth Cheney, Row· 
land Estall, Jesma Herbert, Hushang 
Javid, Curtis Kelsey, EdmlUld Miess
ler, Mildred Mottahedeh, SaTah Mar· 
tin Pereira. 

The membership is thus represent
ative of the W'estern Hemisphere, the 
area assigned to the American 
Hands. 

National committees and local as
semblies are requested to extend all 
possible cooperation to Board Mem
bers in their valued services to the 
Hands and to the National Assembly. 

-CORIN NE TRUE 

PAUL E. HANEY 

HORACE HOLLEY 
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San Francisco. Calif. I 
Feb. 9 - Arthur L. Dahl 

Riverside, Calif., 
Feb. B - Charles Wolcott 

Los Angeles. Calif., 
Feb. 9 - Charles Wolcott 

Fresno, Calif., 
Feb. 8 - Jesma Herbert 

Sacramento, Calif., 
Feb. 9 - Jesma Herhert 

Albuquerque, N.M., 
Feb. 15 - Jesma Herbert 

Denver, Colorado. 
Feb. 16 - Jesma Herbert 

Phoenix, Arizona, 
Feb. 9 - Dr. Katherine K. True 

Central States 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 

Feb. 8 - Margery McCormick 

Urbana, Illinois. 
Feb. 22 - Margery McCormick 

Wilmette. Illinois, 
Feb. 15 - Paul E. Haney 

Milwaukee. Wis., 
Feb. 9 - Horace Holley 

Ann Arbor, Mich., 
Feb. 9 - Dr. Hushang .Tavid 

Kansas City, Mo., 
Feb. B - Vehna Sherrill 

St. Louis, Mo., 
Feb. 9 - Velma Sherrill 

Des Moines, Iowa, 
Feb. 9 - Charlotte Linfoot 

Minneapolis, Minn., 
Feb. 9 - Edna M. True 

Northeastern States 
Baston, Mass., 

Feb. 8 - H. Borrah Kavelin 
Stamford, Conn., 

Feb. 9 - H. Borrah Ka vclin 
West Englewood, N.J., 

Feb. 8 -- Paul E. Haney 
Philadelphia, Pa., 

Feb. 9 - Curtis D. Kelsey 

Rochester, N.Y., 
Feb. B - William deForge 

Pittsburgh, Pa., 
Feb. 9 - William deForge 

Southern States 
Washington, D.C., 

Feb. B - Curtis D. Kelsey 
Charlotte, N.C., 

Feb. 8 - Katherine McLaughlin 

Atlanta, Ga., 
Feb. 9 - Katherine McLaughlin 

New Orleans, La., 
Feb. 12 - Katherine McLaughlin 

St. Petersburg, Fla., 
Feb. 15 - Katherine McLaughlin 

Miami Beach, Fla .• 
Feb. 16 - Katherine McLaughlin 

Nashville, Tenn., 
Feb. 9 - Dr. Sarah Perlera 

Tulsa, Okla., 
Feb. 15 - Velma Sherrill 

Dallas, Texas, 
Feb. 16 - Velma Sherrill 

Jacksonville, Fla .. 
Feb. 16 - William deForge 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

''Solmis Must Toke 0 Very Firm Stontl" 

The following excerpts are taken 
from a letter dated October 27, 1957, 
written to Miss Lydia Martin on be
half of the Guardian by the Assistant 
Secretary. They are published 'in 
order to give further emphasis tD 
the beloved Guardian'S repeated 
statements on the Baha'i principle 
of the Oneness of Mankind: 

"The Guardian feels that the 
Baha'is must take a very firm stand 
in maintaining the Baha'i position 
with regard to the oneness of man
kind. He feels that newspaper pub
licity is satisfactory, but the local 
assembly in each instance must ap
prove it. 

"The oneness of 'mankind is the 
fWldamental basis upon which the 
World Order of Baha'u'Uiih is built. 
Therefore the Baha'is must carry 
into their lives and into their activ
ities the ideals which Baha'u'llah 
has taught of the unity of the human 
race. 

"At such a time as this the be
lievers must take a very firm and 

strong stand on the racial issue so 
that there may be no misunder
standing on anyone's part as to just 
how the Baha'is view this all-impor
tant subject. 

"This does not mean that the 
Baha'is should enter into specific con
troversies which may rage; but it 
does mean that we should take our 
stand in behalf of the unity of the 
human family and the oneness of 
mankind; and there is no reason 
why we should not let the people 
know. This of course requires great 
consideration and consultation 
amongst the believers and particu
larly the local Assemblies in the 
areas involved. 

"The Guardian is praying that this 
serious problem may find solution 
in the hearts of the people because 
its ultimate solution rests with the 
individual who has become imbued 
with the ideal Df unity and in that 
field there is no place for segrega
tion. " 

-NA.TIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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Pledges of Loyalty and Devotion 
Appreciated by National Assembly 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
wishes to express its deep apprecia
tion Df the messages received from 
a number of the state conventions 
conveying pledges of loyalty, stead
fastness, devotion, and renewed dedi
cation to the promotion of the Divine 
Plan of 'Abdu'l-Baha and to the spe
cific tasks of the World Crusade be
queated to the Baha'i World Com
munity by Shoghi Effendi, Guardian 
of the Baha'i Faith. 

May the current year witness un
surpassed victories by the Baha'i 
Community of the United States. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

Reply to Editorial 
in "Time" Magazine 

Many believers have noted the ed~ 
itorial reference to the Faith pub
lished in the December 9 issue of 
Time Magazine, entitled "In the 
Hands of the Hands." 

A reply has been sent to the editor 
of Time by the American Hands who 
attended the conference held by the 
26 Hands of the Cause in the Man
sion of Baha'u'lHih. As participants 
they were qualified to assert that 
the statement concerning a contest 
for the Guardianship was wholly in
correct. 

It is not known at this date 
whether the letter written by the 
American Hands has been or will be 
-scheduled for publication in Time 
Magazine. 

Northbrook, III., Schools 
Recognize Baha'i Holy Days 

The Baha'i children in Northbrook, 
Ill., now have permission to remain 
away from school on Baha'i Holy 
Days. The superintendent of the ele
mentary schools of that community, 
as well as the superintendent of the 
GlenbrDok High School, have in
formed the parents that it is their 
policy to excuse pupils from classes 
on holy days, regardless of the Faith 
or denomination of the children, pro
vided the parents request such ab
sence in writing in advance. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 



IAIIA'I IIEWS 

ANOTHER "precursor of a future world civilization," 
symbolizing the age of the unity of mankind, will 

soon be erected near Sydney, Australia_ This new 
Ma~riqu·I-AQb.kar will rise 700 feet above sea level 
about 19 miles from the heart of Sydney. It commands 
an extensive view of the coastline from Palm Beach 
to Sydney Harbour Heads, and across the wooded hills 
of Kuring-gai Chase National Reserve. The area is 
seven acres, 51f.! perches, and was purchased at a cost 
of £5,500. 

To Be Faced With White Quartz 
It is to be built of steel-reinforced concrete with a 

special facing of white opaque quartz aggregate of ap· 
proximately one-half to three·fourths inches on the 
major portions of the building. The castings for the 
doors and windows will be made up of a smaller aggre
gate and white cement. A nine-pointed sta.r will be 
incorporated into the grillwork of the windows, this 

4' ,,_ ..... " ... ' •••• 

to be the only ornamentation used_ It is anticipated 
that the floor of the Temple will be a cement resembling 
Terazzo, but at only one quarter of the cost. 

The ribs of the dome, of pre-stressed concrete, wiU 
be cast on the ground and lifted into place, as will the 
major portions of the dome. It is proposed to use a fine 
aggregate for the interior to be shot onto the wall with 
a cement gun. The building will have nine sides and 
will be approached by two sets of nine steps_ The main 
hall and gallery. seating 500, will each be surrounded 
by an ambulatory section, and five staircases to con
nect the basement, hall, and gallery will be situated in 
the turrets at the angles of the sides. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 01 the Baha'is of 
Australia states that the cost of the building is to be 
not more than £120,000 Sterling (£150,000 Australian). 
The overall dimensions of the Temple are a 100 foot 
width at the base, rising to a height of 126 feeL 

5 
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Each step forward in accomplishing 

the goals of the World Crusade brings 
the faithful followers of Bahit'u'llah 
nearer to their hearts' desire - com
plete victory in all that their be10ved 
Guardian so clearly outlined and de
lineated for them. In God Passes By 
Shoghi Effendi refers to the construc
tion of the Baha'i Temple in America 
as the combined effort of the be
lievers of Christian, Muslim, Jewish, 
Zoroastrian, Hindu. and Buddhist 
backgrounds. Here js another op
portunity unfolded for Baha'is of 
East and West to join hands and 
hearts, and materially and spiritually 
demonstrate to the world the unity 
of purpose that underlies all of their 
endeavors no matter where that en
deavor may be revealed in the world. 
Consecrated to the worship of the one 
God, open to all humanity of every 
religion or race, the building of this 
new "Dawning Place of the Remem
brances of God" will be a visible 
sign to throngs of people that the 
Kingdom of God has come, however 
little they may yet realize it. 

'Abdu'I-Baha, speaking of the Di
vine Edifice to be constructed in 
America said: "Out of this Ma!?D
riqu'l-AQb.kar. without doubt, thou
sands of Ma,w,riqu'I-AQbk,hs will be 
born." Thus does one victory in the 
Cause of God give birth to another. 

Again the Master stated: "The 
Ma~riqu'l-Adbkar is the most im
portant matter and the greatest di
vine institute. Consider how the first 
institute of His Holiness Moses, after 
His exodus from Egypt, was the 
'Tent of Martyrdom' which He raised 
and which was the traveling Tem
pIe." "Likewise, after His Holiness 
Christ - the first institute by the 
disciples was a Temple. They plan
ned a church in every country. Con
sider the Gospel and the importance 
of the Ma'i/1riqu'I-A<lbkilr will be
come evident. t, 

Dates Set For European 
Intercontinental Conferen(e 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Germany and Austria has announced 
that the Intercontinental Conference 
for Europe will be held in Frankfurt, 

.' Germany, on July 25-28, 1958. 
, Further information as to the exact 
meeting place and other details will 
be reported in BAHA'i NEWS as soon 
as it is received. 

Monument Ereded In Sofia 
to Immortal Baha'i Heroine 

A monument has been erected at 
the grave of Marion Jack by the 
Baha'is of Canada and the United 
States, at the Guardian's request, in 
memory of this courageous pioneer. 
Loved by 'Abdu'IRBaha, Marion Jack 
won also the deep gratitude and ad
miration of the beloved Guardian, 
Shoghi Effendi, for her steadfastness 
at her goal in Sofia, Bulgaria, where 
she now lies buried. 

During World Was II, in her elderly 
years, she suffered great privation. 
She was without heat, lacked cloth· 
ing, food, and adequate shelter. She 
was bombed, lost all of her posses
sions, and was evacuated to the 
country, later returning, still valiant 
and on foot, to carry on her teaching 
work in Sofia. 

The Guardian himself urged Mar
ion Jack to go to Switzerland at the 
time war first threatened to cut her 
off in Bulgaria. She begged him to 
permit her to remain with her spirit
ua] children, which she did with the 

Guardian's consent, until her death 
on March 25, 1954. How deeply her 
heroic action must have stirred the 
heart of Shoghi Effendi is evident in 
his statement that "every Baha'i, and 
most particularly those who have left 
their homes and gone to serve in 
foreign fields, should know of, and 
turn their gaze to, Marion Jack.'· 
"Young or old could never find ;) 
more inspiring pioneer in whose foot· 
steps to walk, than this wonderful 
soul," he also wrote on May 24, 1954, 
in a letter to the European Teaching 
Committee~ and stated that her tomb 
would become a national shrine, im
mensely revered, as the Faith rises 
in stature in Bulgaria. 

Her monument itself is inscribed 
with words of Shoghi Effendi from 
his cable of March 29, 1954, shared 
with all national spiritual assemblies 
at the time of her passing: "Im
mortal heroine . , . greatly loved 
and deeply admired by 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
a shining example to pioneers . 
Her unremitting, high meritorious 
activities. . shed imperishable 
luster on contemporary Baha', 
history. " 

Monument erected at the grave of Marion Jack in 
the British Cemetery in Sofia, Bulgar'ia. 
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First Baha'i visitoT to Mahkang~ Penghu. PescadoTes Is~ands1 
in the China Sea off Formosa. Philip MaTangel!a (right), the 
American pioneer from Tokyo, with MTS. Ruthy Tu of Tainan , 
presents the Baha'i Faith to Mr. Fan~ principa~ of the govern-

ment school at Mahkong on September 30, 1957. 

More Pa(ifi( Islands 
Opened to Faith 

December 8, 1957, was an histor
ical day for the Baha'is of Macau, 
for this was the occasion of the first 
public proclamation of the Faith in 
that city. Although the attendance 
consisted of only fifteen non-Baha'is 
and seven Baha'is, this was a re
markable achievement, especially in 
view of the fact that the required 
government permission to hold such 
a meeting had been cancelled twice, 
the second time on the very day be
fore the event was to take place. 

Quick work on the part of the 
Baha'is in explaining the nature of 
the meeting to government suthori· 
ties, and to the officials of the school 
where the meeting finally was held, 
and in obtaining last minute public
ity, aided by the prayers of the 
Ba·ha'i group, brought the Faith to 
the attention of a number of impor
tant individuals besides those who 
comprised the audience. 

The speaker was Carl A. Scherer, 
member of the Auxiliary Board of 
the Hands of the Cause in Asia; his 
subject was "Progressive Revela
tion. " 

The First Korean Pioneer 
To Kim Chang Zin of Seoul, Korea, 

goes the honor of being the first Ko
rean to arise as a Baha'i pioneer. He 
has settled in the virgin island of 

Chaeju, in the Yellow Sea south of 
the Korean peninsula. 

Mr. Kim first heard of the Faith 
many years ago. The limited knowl
edge he was able to acquire before 
Korea was cut off from the rest of the 
world came largely through corre
~pondence with Esperantist Baha'is 
in the United States. Hearing of it 
again when the United States Army 
of Occupation took Baha'is into South 
Korea, Mr. Kim was immediately re
awakened, although none of the 
Americans in Korea at the time 
were able to converse with him in a 
language he could understand. 

He attended the Baha'i National 
Convention in Tokyo last April, an 
experience which itself was a victory 
over great political obstacles; here 
he became imbued with the deter
mination to teach. This determina
tion has now expressed itself in his 
response to the Guardian's message 
to the first Convention of the Baha'is 
of North East Asia, calling for the 
planting of the banner of Baha'u'llab 
in new island areas. 

In other parts of Korea the Faith 
continues to expand and to require 
almost superhuman effort on the part 
of the American pioneers and native 
Baha'is alike. For example, John Mc
Henry III tr·avels three hours by bus 
and train weekly to conduct firesides 
and study c1ass~s in Mokpo, in addi
tion to carrying on at least three 
classes in Kwangju where he teaches 
in Chosen University. 

There is at present only one Baha'i 
in Mokpo, but 20 other persons who 
are vitally interested have formed 
committees to see that publicity and 
other local arrangements are made 
in order to jnsure maximum use of 
the time Mr. McHenry can give to 
that city. 

With the help of an interested 
professor at the college, plans are 
under way to open the virgin city of 
Chunju to the Faith this year. 

Penghu 1,land Opened 
by Tainan Bah .. '! 

The Baha'is of Taiwan, also, are 
extending their teaching work to sur
rounding islands. Following the first 
Baha'i summer school (see page 8), 
Mrs. Ruthy Tu of Tainan and Mr. 
Philip Marangella, chairman of the 
National Teaching Comm~ttee for 
North East Asia, visited Mahkong on 
Penghu, one of the Pescadores Is
lands in the China Sea, 70 miles off 
the coast of Formosa, where they 
were able to introduce the Faith to 
the principal of the government 
school. 

New 1,land, of Japan Opened 
The opening of several of the hun~ 

dreds of islands comprising Japan is 
receiving the special attention of the 
Regional Spiritual Assembly of North 
East Asia. Until a few months ago, 
the Baha'is in Japan were concen
trated on the main island of Honshu. 
A year ago the beloved Guardian ca11~ 
ed for the opening of "the northern 
island of Hokkaido," and in his mes
sage to the first Annual Convention of 
the Baha'is in North East Asia last 
April, he called also for the propaga
tion of the Faith "throughout the 
smaller islands of Japan." 

Since Hokkaido was especially 
singled out by the Guardian for at
tention, the settlement of that area 
wa.s an item of specia1 consultation 
at the Convention, with the res.ult 
that a month later Mr. G. Nakajima 
and Mr. R. Momtazi undertook the 
first teaching trip to Hokkaido. (See 
pp 6 and 7 BA.H.A'f NEWS, November 
1957.) The two residents of the major 
city of ,$apporo who accepted the 
Faith immediately have now been 
joined by Quarat'ullah Vahid 1'ihrani, 
a pioneer to Japan from iran, and 
together they will follow up the con
tacts made by Mr. Nakajima and Mr. 
Momtazi with members of the Ainu 
tribe. 

Mr. H. Labib~ also a pioneer to 
Japan from iran, is now settled in 
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Nagasaki on the large island of Kyu
shu. Takumatsll, a city on Shikoku, 
the fourth and last of the "main is
lands," has been opened by the be
lievers of Kobe. This same Baha'i 
community has been doing teaching 
work also on the small island of Awa
ji as part of the extension work in 
the -city of Akashi, south of Kobe, 
and in Hemeji, north of Kobe, as 
well as on Shado Shima Island. 

Nagoya, the only Baha'i commu
nity in Japan composed entirely of 
Japanese believers, is carrying on a 
very active teaching program with 
only occasional assistance from the 
outside. Its extension assignment 
consists of opening the nearby cities 
of Hamamatsu and Toyahashi. 

A special tribute shoUld be paid to 
Mr. M. Orlani, who is the first Japa
nese Baha'i to undertake a teaching 
-circuit alone. His first circuit in~ 
eluded visits to Kyushu and Shikoku 
Islands, and making approximately 
50 new contacts for the Faith. 

The early purchase of a Temple 
site and of property for burial 
groWlds is a goal of the Six-Year 
Plan on which the Regional Spiritual 
Assembly is concentrating special at
tention in addition to the attainment 
of its incorporation, all of which the' 
Assembly aims to complete before 
the end of the current Baha'i year. 

These are but a few of the achieve
ments of the first year of "the sec· 
and chapter in the history of the 
evolution of His Faith in the North 
Pacific area," the Six-Year Plan for 
North East Asia, the opening of 
which began with the beloved Guard
ian's message to the first Conven
tion in Tokyo in April 1957. 

-ASIA TEAClUNG COMMITTEE 

First Baha'i Summer School 
Publicizes Faith in Taiwan 

The first Baha'i Summer School to 
be held in Taiwan was conducted 
from September 28-30, 1957, at the 
Eastern Garden Hotel in Tainan. In 
view of the fact that an official gov
ernment permit was required to hold 
such a gathering, the procedure fOI 

securing such permission was itself 
a means of introducing the Faith to 
the officials of a number of city gov
ernment sections both in Tainan and 
Taichung. 

The event received additional pub
licity in the daily newspapers in the 
cities where Baha'is reside, namely, 

Taipei, Tainan, Chia-Yi and Tsoying. 
The presence of two distinguished 

overseas Baha'is-Mr. Philip Maran
gella, representing the Regional 
Spiritual Assembly of North East 
Asia, and Mr. Carl Scherer, the es
teemed member of the Auxiliary 
Board of the Hands of the Cause in 
Asia,-was a great inspiration to all. 

The program of this first Baha'i 
School covered important subjects 
such as: "Need for a World Faith," 
"Evolution of the Institutions of 
the Faith," "The Covenant." "His
tory of the Central Figures of the 
Faith," "The Story of Tahirih," 
"Proofs of the Existence of God," 
and "Progressive Revelation." 

Panel discussions during the day
time session discussed methods of 
introducing the Baha'i Faith and the 
Baha'i pattern for future society, 
while the evening sessions were open 
to the general public. Each session 
opened with prayers in the three 
languages represented at the school 
-Chinese, English, and Persian. 

The tone of the school was struck 
at the opening session when the 
chairman of the Local Spiritual As
sembly of Tainan, Jerome Chu, ex-
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plained the purpose of Baha'i sum
mer schools and introduced the two 
visitors. Mr. Scherer and Mr. 
Marangella. 

Mr. Marangella explained in detail 
the importance of Baha'i summer 
schools that "bid fair to evolve into 
the Baha'i universities of the future." 
He related how his own guidance in
to the Cause began with his attend
ance at a Baha'i school in the United 
States 36 years ago. 

Mr. Scherer conveyed Baha'i 
greetings from different Pacific re
gions which he vjsits as a· member 
of the Auxiliary Board. He referred 
to the progress of the Faith during 
the Crusade years of the beloved 
Guardian's Ten~Year Plan, especial~ 
ly in the African continent and the 
whole Pacific region. 

The importance of this first Tai· 
wan Baha'i Summer School will be 
known in the future as assured by 
the beloved Guardian who, in re
sponse to a cablegram from the 25 
attendants at the school, re
plied that he was offering "fer
vent prayers (for) success (in their) 
deliberations. " 

-Ho CHENG-Tzu 

First Baha'i Summe1' School of Taiwan, held in Tainan on September 28-30, 
1957. Mrs. S. A. S1-deimani~ ho~ding the Greatest Name, a Persian pioneer 
there; Philip Marangella of Tokyo~ to her left, repre· . .;;:entative of the National 
Spirituat Assembly of North East Asia; Carl Scherer, in front of Mr. Maran
gena~ member of the AuxiUary Board of the Hands oj the Cause of Asia; and 

pioneer S. A. Suleimani, extreme right, were among those present. 
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Canton Huanuni Indian Assembly Formed In Bolivia 

THIS is the story of the formation of the first all-
Indian Local Spiritual Assembly in the village of 

Vilacollo, Bolivia, April 21, 1957. It was at the memor
able National Convention held in Buenos Aires that the 
Baha'is first heard the mountain-clear voice and sensed 
the deep devotion and humility of Andres J achacollo, 
chairman of that Local Assembly. They saw the true 
nobility of the Indian. How had the way been paved 
for Andres and his family to enter into the Faith? 

Let us try to visualize that bleak forbidding region 
of ViI acollo , situated un the arid Altiplano, the western 
ta bleland, of Bolivia, high above La Paz at 12,000 feet 
above sea-level. As far as the eye can see there is no 
green relief, only clumps of a straw-like forage called 
Paja Brava, to nurture the hardy llamas, small flocks 
of sheep, a very few cattle, and the ever present burro 
used for transportation. 

The only wild creatures are occasional jackrabbits or 
fox-like animals which have little or no utility. There 
seems to be little or nothing to offer for s.urvival. The 
climate is always chilly, ranging from zero to 12 degrees 
centigrade. With virtually no rainfall, nothing will 
grow except a wild grain plant which is toasted and 
ground to give slight nourishment to the ever-hungry 
Indians. 

Mrs. Margery McCormick, representing the U. S. Na
tional Spiritual Assembty~ and Dr. 'Ali Mu~ammad 
Varqci, Hand of the Cause (r~ght), pictured with Andres 
J achacoHo, chairman of the first aU-Indian Loca~ Spirit
ual Assembly of VUacoHo, Bolivia, at the first National 
Convention Of Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay, and 

Uruguay during Ri~va.n 1957. 

From La Paz, one travels 260 kms.; from Oruro 
60 kms.; from Huanuni, 20 kms. by foot to the village of 
Vila colla to find an Indian population all descended 
from the fam.ily J achacollo. This is the family chosen 
by Baha'u'll"h to spread the Glad Tidings. These are 
the "Red Mountain" people living on the red-ridged 
slopes of a sierra which has given the village its name. 

"Since 1950," said Andres, "all our customs have 
changed because of the constant fees demanded by the 
church for baptisms, marriages, and even funerals, 
and we asked if God gave nothing gratis. But our 
prayerbooks inspired Us on to higher thoughts and we 
tried to live a life in accordance with God's command
ments." 

With a longing for a spiritual life ever within him, 
Andres Jachacollo often visited a wise old man around 
a hWldred years old who belonged to a very ancient 
race of men called the Urus, who lived on the shores 
of Lake Popoo. It was he, Toribio Miranda, whom the 
Indians revered and considered as their spiritual father , 
who counselled them on their daily living habits, to be 
pure and clean, and to give up drinking, smoking, and 
the chewing of the narcotic coca leaves which seemed 
to give them a temporary sense of well-being and 
caused them to forget their constant hunger. 

Through him they organized their communities, 
choo~ing zealous spiritual men to act as their Mayors 
in guiding them to obey God's purpose for them. This 
authority was exercised through signed and sealed 
papers given each Mayor by Sr. Miranda. 

In the village of Vilacollo, Andres Jachacollo was 
elected the Mayor and he took the responsibility seri
ously both in the material and spiritual sense. He 
always felt a sense of spiritual destiny while searching 
for a better way of life for his people. 

It was in April 1956 that Andres visited La Paz, and 
while wandering about happened to read the poster 
outside the Baha'i Center which told about Universal 
Teachings for this Day. He thought it over, and returned 
with his brother, Carmela, so they could study these 
Teachings which gave such assurance of "The Oneness 
of Humanity." He had to make sure that he had really 
fOWld his goaL After several intensive months of study 
and questions Andres and his brother Carmela accepted 
Baha'u'lhih unreservedly, and became the first two 
members of their race to be believers in Bolivia. 
(Sept. 8, 1956) 

They invited their friends, Elton Smith and E stanislao 
Alvarez, members of the Regional Teaching Com
mittee, to go back to their little village to talk to the 
entire J achacol1o settlement. By April 1957 ten mem
bers had accepted the Faith whole·heartedly, and 
held their first local spiritual assembly election. The 
members elected were Andres, Carmela, Nasario, 
Martin, Julian, Juan, Pedro, Seferino, and Isidro, all 
with the surname of J achacollo. Urbano Limachi was 
the tenth member. 

In their village of Vilacollo the Children's School
house serves as the Baha'i Center, where the Teachings 
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Indian village of VilacoIto, Bolivia. 
The large thatched building at the 
right is used as the local Bahci'i 

Center. 

are given in the Aimara tongue. They 
unanimously desire that their chil· 
dren be trained to show Baha'i quali· 
ties and grow up to become Baha'i 
teachers. 

However, in spite of the spiritual 
riches given gratis by Baha'u'llah, 
they still live in great poverty and are 
nOw searching eastward for new 
lands which can be used for grazing 
and cultivation. They are considering 
Santa Cruz, where they hope to form 
another Baha'i group. 

Several volunteers' are now prepar· 
ing themselves to be pioneers in 
order to bring the Glad Tidings to 
Indians in other parts. The first ses· 
sian of a month's duration of an 
Indian Pioneer Baha'i School will 
soon be carried out in La Paz (1958) 
under the guidance of the Baha'i 
National Indian Committee. 

Members of the Canton Huanuni 
Local Spiritua~ Assembly, all-Indian 
Assembly in village of Vilacollo, 

Bolivia~ dected Apra 21, 1957. 

They feel that they OWE' a g)'eat 
debt to the one who prepared them 
spiritually to recognize Baha'u'llah. 
In the memory of Toribio Miranda 
they hope to reach all the Indians 
who were his spiritual family and 
WeTe imbued with his high ideals. 
Undoubtedly, we shall learn before 
long that the first Baha'is will have 
entered the Faith on the shores of 
Lake Popoo. 

Shoghi Effendi sent word to the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Ar
gentina, Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay, 
and Uruguay on August 28, 1957, that 
he felt particularly happy to see 
that some Indian believers had at

. tended the Convention in Buenos 
Aires and that he conceded the great
est importance to the teaching of the 
Faith to the aborigines of the Ameri· 
cas; that 'Abdu'l-Baha Himself had 
spoken of their great potentialities 
and it was their right to receive the 
Message of God for this Day 
that they should receive special at
tention, love, and consideration to 
compensate them for what others 
considered an inferior position. Final
ly, the Guardian gave these instruc
tions: "One of the most meritorious 
objectives of your Assembly should 
be the establishment of All-Indian 
Spiritual Assemblies." 

Group of Indians in VilacoUo, Bolivia, 
who attended a Baha'i meeting on 

October 5, 1957. 

Correction 

The story on the first Summer 
School in Korea, published in BAHA'.t 
NEWS for December 1957, \vas 
written by William ,V. Smits. 

Prominent lecturer 
Reviews Baha'i Book 

P!II:U'ARt liSi 

Acting on the request of the Guard
ian to give wide~spread publicity to 
Dr. George Townshend's book. Christ 
and Bahci'u'Ud:h, the Wes.t HoUywood, 
Calif., Local Spiritual Assembly ar
ranged with Mrs. J'Nevelyn Terrin, 
a prominent club woman and lee· 
turer, to include a public review of 
this book in the list of books and 
authors she planned to present dur
ing the fall months in her very popu
lar program called "The Mental 
Shop." Accordingly, Mrs. Terrill's 
brochure. mailed to more than 14,000 
people, a-nnounced Christ and Bahci· 
'u'llcih as her choice for the month 
of September as the most out stand· 
ing book along religious lines. 

Since it is customary for Mrs. Ter
riU to present the author who gives 
the review of his book to the audi
ence, and since Dr. Townshend had 
passed away, she invited Charles 
Wolcott, member of the National 
Spiritual Assembly, to be the guest 
speaker on this occasion. As a fea· 
ture of the program a well·known 
Los Angeles tenor sang the prayer 
by Baha'u'llah, "0 Thou By 'Whose 
Name," which Mr. Wolcott had set 
to music. 

At this meeting, held on Septem
ber 21, Mrs. Terrill spoke about the 
book, Christ and Baha'u'Hah, and 
about Dr. Townshend, and then an· 
nounced that she had invited a mem· 
ber of the Baha'i Faith to explain 
the Baha'i Faith and the relation of 
this book to it, which was done 
briefly by Mr. Wolcott. 

Following the meeting all available 
copies of Christ and Baha'u'Ucih were 
sold and a vast amount of free 
Baha'i literature was picked up, in
cluding copies of The Christian Cen
tUTY reprint of Marcus Bach's arti
cle, "The Baha'i Faith: a Second 

I Look," and the pamphlet, Lord of 
,the New Age, 

It is estimated that 1,100 were 
present at this meetjng, most of 
whom heard of the Faith for the first 
time. Thousands who could not be 
present, but who are interested in 
Mrs. Terrill's lecture program, un· 
doubtedly were impressed by the 
fact that she included in her list of 
18 books to be reviewed during the 
Fall this particular book as "J'Neve
lyn's choice fOl" the most intere.;;ting 
book," in the religious field. 



Baha'is of Four Nations 
Attend Dedication 
of Luxembourg Center 

The dedication of the Luxembourg 
I:Ia?:iratu'l-Quds, located at 8 rue 
Marechal Foch, took place On No
vember 1, 1957. As it was followed 
by a Benelux Conference, many 
Saha'is from Belgium Holland 
France, and Germany jo'ined in th~ 
joyous celebration. 

After beautiful prayers and read
ings in ~'rench, Dutch, and English 
the Chairman of the Luxembourg 
Local Spiritual Assembly expressed 
heartfelt thanks to the beloved 
Guardian, to Mrs. Amelia Collins, 
and to the whole body of the Ameri
can friends who through their gen
erous gifts enabled the acquisition of 
this lovely Baha'i home. 

For many years the Luxembourg 
friends tried to find a suitable house 
but only at the very last moment 
did they succeed. On April 20, 1957, 
the contract for the apartment was 
signed, which however could not be 
occupied until October 1st. 

Mr. Levy took us all, sitting com
fortably in the sWlny and cheerful 
room, back to that bleak and cold 
January evening in 1947 when the 
first pioneer, Miss Honor Kempton, 
arrived in Luxembourg. Who could 
have dreamt then that ten years 
later over 40 Baha'is would witness 

the dedication of such a beautiful 
.E;1a~dratu'I-Quds ~ He reminded us of 
the deep gratitude we owe her the 
other pioneers, and the trav~ling 
teachers for their contributions to the 
growth of the Faith in Luxembourg. 

To our great joy Honor Kempton, 
now pioneering in nearby :"fancy, 
took part in the dedication. Only as 
a "pioneer," she stressed, but to us 
she will always remain the represen
ative of the European Teaching Com
mittee for whose loving guidance and 
assistance we will be for ever deeply 
grateful. 

Dr. Hermann Grossmann, Hand of 
the Cause, spoke of his first visit 
to Luxembourg in 1952, on which he 
found the friends painting the furni
ture and arranging their first Cen
ter in the house of the regretted late 
Lily Kraus. Now the friends have 
not a rented room but their own 
beautiful Baha'i home. Dr. Gross
mann wished them further victories 
trusting that they could keep in mind 
the words of 'Abdu'l-Bahil which 
they had chosen for the dedication: 
"The best way to thank God is to 
love one another". 

Dhikru'llah Khildem, Hand of the 
Cause, expressed his happiness and 
gratitude to be able to witness this 
historic occasion. He only regretted 
that not all the Persian friends could 
be here and to see with their own 
eyes what the beloved Guardian had 
written to them: that instead of their 

Window disp~ay in Pu.nta Arenas, Chile, arranged by beHevers in this south
ernmost Baha'i community in the wOT~d. 
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one I:Ia?lratu'I-Quds taken by the 
enemies, there were nov,,' 48." . 

Mr. ~.b.adem explained how the 
Temple was an institution of 
Bah,,'u'l!ah and 'Abdu'l-Baha but 
that the I:Iafiratu~l-Quds was a 'crea
tion of our beloved Guardian. He 
urged the friends "to pray and see 
what victoTies will follow." 

Then the congratulatory messages 
were read: from Dr. Adelbert Muhl
schlegel; from the American, the 
Benelux, the rtalo-Swiss the German. 
and the Scandinavian National Spirit~ 
ual Assemblies; and various local 
spiritual assemblies and friends in 
far-off countries. This made us rea
lize with joy, as so often before at 
such gatherings, that we were a link 
in the chain of Baha'i love and 
unity encircling the world. 

Finally, as the tangible expression 
of this love and Wlity some lovely 
gifts - a book to keep treasured 
pictures, the Greatest Name in gold 
on brown leather, a beautiful Delft 
plate, a guestbook, framed pictures, 
table coverings and beautiful vases 
with flowers - were received. 

-RITA VAN SoMBEEK 

"New Era" Edition in Braille 
Widely Distributed to Libraries 

The revised Braille edition 01 
Bahd'u'llah and the New Era, Grade 
Two, has been distributed to 22 li
braries in the United States, the 
Baha'i Service to the Blind Commit
tee has reported. 

Baha'is may direct their contacts 
to the Library of Congress, Division 
for the Blind, Washington, D.C., and 
to the following of its distributing li
braries which now possess copies of 
this new edition: 

Albany and New York City, N.Y.; 
Atlanta, Ga.; Austin, Texas: Chi
cago and Jacksonville, Ill.; Cincin
nati and Cleveland, Ohio; Denver, 
Colo.; Detroit and Saginaw, Mich.; 
Honolulu. T.H.; Indianapolis, Ind.; 
Watertown, Mass.; Los Angeles and 
Sacramento, Calif.; New Orleans, 
La.; Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, 
Pa.; Seattle, Wash.; and SI. 
Louis, Mo. 

This important Baha~i text has 
also been placed in the national li
braries for the blind in many foreign 
countries. The Committee has re
ceived many warm expressions of 
appreciation, and assurances of the 
need for this authoritative work in 
its corrected form. 



12 

Encourage Participation 
in UNESCO Activities 

This issue of BAHA'i NEWS (page 
13) carries a brief report of the par
ticipation of official delegates of the 
American Baha'i community in the 
recent Sixth Annual Conference of 
the United States Commission for 
UNESCO. 

While representation at such events 
must be left to the decision and dis· 
cretion of the National Spiritual As
sembly, the participation of mem
bers of the Baha'i community in rocal 
activities of U~ESCO need not he 
limited to national delegates. Indeed, 
the believers are encouraged to take 
part in local workshops which follow 
the annual conferences. These group 
workshops or "Citizen Consultations" 
are generally sponsored by univer
sities and colleges, but include repre
sentatives from local organizations, 
agencies, and institutions interested 
in educational and cultural activities 
related to the queston of interna
tional understanding and coopera
tion. 

One such workshop was sponsored 
last year in Sacramento, Calif., by 
the Sacramento State College. Among 
the 56 persons who participated were 
members of the local Baha'i Com
munity who did so as part of the 
community's UN activities. The par
ticular topic chosen for this work
shop, which met five times between 

mid-October and mid-November. 
\vas: "The American as Internation
al Traveler and Host." 

While the report gives no details 
as to direct Baha'i contributjons to 
the consultation, it is interesting to 
note that a number of the recom
mendations are completely in line 
with the approach and aims of the 
Baha'i Faith jn finding points of con
tact \",rith people among whom the 
Baha'is live and work, whether at 
home or in foreign lands. For ex
ample, the report emphasized that: 
"The American abroad should learn 
to work with the villager, find out 
what he needs and help him to a 
solution of his OWn problems . . . 
train the native teacher." 

In contacts with thr student and 
visitor from abroad, "'Americans 
must prepare themselves to pro
vide meaningful experience for him 
while he is here as well as a satis
factory memory of- his stay after
ward .... They must listen and make 
the most of the opportunity to see 
ourselves through the eyes of the 
visitor. The responsibility of 
the American host does not termi
nate with a single gesture of hos
pitality .... One~time meeting or en
tertainment is not enough." 

In the opinion of the Sacramento 
group. preparation for becoming a 
good traveler is a long-range mat
ter. "The child should be prepared 
all along the way for his role as an 
understanding person who accepts 

BClhci'{s attending the Second Regiona~ Teaching Conference in Asuncion j 

PClraguay, on October 10, 1957. 
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people for what they are, rather 
than to evaluate them in terms of 
a parochial nationalism." And among 
the positive proposals for improving 
the effect that the American com
munity can have upon other peo
ples, it was recommended that "our 
citizens may feel compelled to re
acquaint themselves with their own 
American heritage of cultural prog
ress, with less emphasis on material 
things, so that foreign visitors or 
temporary residents ... will feel a 
greater warmth of friendship when 
they return to their native lands." 

As we read the conclusions of this 
and the six other workshops, some 
of which were also held in locahties 
where there are Baha'i communities, 
we call to mind the letter of the 
Guardian dated July 19, 1956, quoted 
in the November 1956 BAHA'i NEWS 
(page 2), in which he states that 
na great impetus could be lent to 
the work (Baha'i) in the European 
countries, and certain far-eastern 
areas, and in Latin America, if the 
Baha'is residing in the big cities and 
university towns would make a de
termined and sufficient effort to ex
tend friendship and hospitality to stu
dents and nationals from countries 
where the Baha'is are struggling so 
hard to establish the Faith." 

In this same letter he urged the 
National Spiritual Assembly to sur
vey the possibilities of this work, 
"then instruct the local assemblies 
accordingly, and in the meantime en
courage the Baha'is to be active in 
this field, which is open to every
body, as the minorities are invari
ably lonely and often respond to kind
ness much more quickly -than the 
wen-established majority of the pop
ulation. " 

Suggestions as to how to carry out 
this instruction from Shoghi Effendi, 
growing out of a careful survey by a 
special committee appointed for the 
purpose, were published in the June 
1957 BAHA'i NEWS under the title, 
"Contacts with Visitors from Other 
Countries." Baha'i communities and 
groups who are engaged in the sug
gested activities should be alert to 
opportunities to participate in such 
conferences as the one reported in 
this article, and through such par
ticipation let other organizations and 
agencies in the community know that 
the Baha'i Faith is a faith of actlon 
and that to the Baha'is the world is 
indeed one fatherland. 

-NATIONAL SPIRlTUAL ASSEMBLY 
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UNESCO Conference Stresses 
Asian-American Understanding 

On invitation from the United 
States Commission for UNESCO, the 
National Spiritual Assembly ap
pointed Mrs. Mamie Seto, tempo
rarily in San Francisco, and Mr. 
Dwight W. Allen of Menlo Park, 
Calif., to serve as its representatives 
in the Sixth National Conference of 
this Commission in San Francisco, 
November 6-9, 1957. 

Thi s p articula r conference was 
called "to stimUlate additional 
American interest in the peoples of 
Asia and in their cultural values and 
achievement; to consider the exten· 
sive American efforts relating to 
Asia which are now in progress; and' 
to discuss ways in which Americans 
can contribute to better Asian-Ameri
can understanding and cooperation." 

The theme as armounced in the in
vitations was: "Asia and the United 
States: What the American Citizen 
Can Do to Promote Mutual Under~ 
standing and Cooperation." 

The report from our two repre
sentatives indicated that more than 
1,500 delegates attended. Besides the 
presence of peoples from many coun
tries, a colorful atmosphere was 
created by exhibits of art from the 
different countries in Asia, Indo
nesian and Japanese music by the 
orchestra of the University of Cali
fornia in Los Angeles, and films 
showing the religions of Asia; the 
latter was produced by Lew Ayres, 
screen actor and member of the 
United States National Committee 
for UNESCO. 

The four plenary sessions and the 
section meetings were addressed by 
foreign and American leaders and 
scholars. Three luncheon meetings 
were addressed by Walter P. 
Reuther, president of the United 
Automobile, Aircraft, and Agri
cultural Implement Workers of 
America; U. Thant, representative 
to the UN from Burm a; and Dr. Is
mail bin Data Abdul Rahman, am
bassador from Malaya. 

A call for American leadership was 
the theme of many of the prominent 
speakers and recurred throughout all 
the session. Mrs. Seto stated that 
the first who dealt with this subject 
was the Honorable Ahmed Bokhari, 
Under-Secretary and Director of the 
Department of Public Information of 
the United Nations, who said: "If the 
American nation cannot take the 
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Stimulating Teaching Conference Held 10 Malacca 

The Baha'is of Malacca, Malaya, are actively engaged in spreading the 
Baha'i message in their area. Malaya, originally a consolidation goal under 
the National Spiritual Assembly of India, Pakistim, and Burma, became a 
part of the Regional Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of South East Asia 
when that body was formed in April, 1957. 

Many firesides are being held, public meetings have been sponsored by 
the Local Assembly of Malacca, a Youth Group has been organized consist
ing of a number of boys from Hindu and Buddhist backgrounds, and a library 
is being built up with additions of new books each month. The Assembly 
hopes that it may SOOn have its OWn Baha'i school. 

In July 1957 a Teaching Conference was held in Malacca. The Baha'is 
here are grateful for the aid extended to them at this Conference, and at a 
number of public and informal meetings by such traveling teachers as Me. 
Ala'i, Mr. Carl Scherer, Mr. Mehdi Samimi, Dr. and Mrs. Fozdar, Mr. 
W. Huxtable, and John Fozdar. 

challenge of the hour, what nation 
can? It is America's destiny to come 
forward now." 

"The whole Asia continent is thirst
ing for a religious renaissance, the 
rebirth of cultural va]ues, and the 
improvement of moral standards. 
America can certainly help fill the 
need. " 

Mrs. Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit of In
dia stated: "The question of racial 
prejudice undoubtedly remains one 
of the chief barriers between our 
world and yours .... For this reason 
the smallest item of news from 
America or Africa which relates to 
discrimination often makes a dispro~ 
portionate impact on the Asian mind. 
... Nevertheless, the separation of 
East and West is ending. The history 
of the new world, the One World, 
has begun." 

Mr. Reuther in his address said: 
liThe H-bomb has reduced all of 
mankind to the simple common de-

nominator of human survival. Until 
we understand that basic historic 
fact and begin to act in the knowl
edge of that understanding, the 
world, you and I, and the human 
family, are in great peril. ... We 
(in America) must begin to work 
more effectively to provide leader
ship, economic, political and, per
haps most of all in terms of impor
tance, We need to provide greater 
moral leadership in this struggle. 

"We need to learn that peace, free
dom, and social justice are insepara
bly bound together and that neither 
can be made secure until all are 
made universal. ... We need to work 
together as a free people to demon
strate that the small minority who 
are symbolized by the problems in 
Little Rock do not represent the 
overwhelming point of view of the 
American people, and that we are 
going to not only fight against the 
master race theory with courage and 
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conviction in Berlin, but to meet that 
problem at home with the same 
sense of courage and dedication, and 
until we do our :;ymbols will be lost 
to the world. 

"I happen to believe it is about 
time the free world begins to shape 
its basic policies in the image of its 
hopes and aspiration, its common 
faith and the commOn dreams of a 
better tomorrow." 

For attendance at section meet
ings, Mrs. Seta chose the one devoted 
to "The Mind and Spirit of Asia; 
Achieving Understanding through 
Philosophies and Religions," while 
Mr. Allen chose the one on "Edu
cational Problems of Asia, and the 
Study of Asia in American Educa
tion." In all section meetings there 
were long presentations by panel 
members with little opportunity for 
genuine interchange of ideas during 
the brief discussion periods which 
followed. In this respect, the dele
gates felt that the conference fell 
short of its avowed purpose "to 
achieve greater understanding." 

There was no opportunity to speak 
of the Faith in the section which 
Mrs. Seta attended, but in the sec· 
tion on education Mr. Allen, who 
identified himself to those in his 

group as a Baha 'i~ was able to speak 
several times and to propose a reso
lution (which was adopted by the 
group but omitted by the section rap
porteur) calling for an emphasis on 
the similarities of ideals, beliefs, and 
spiritual values in constructing a 
curriculum of study on Asia in the 
American schools. 

Both of the Baha'I delegates were 
able to speak of the Faith to several 
new contacts, but whether or not 
there will be tangible results is un
known. Nevertheless both felt that it 
was valuable to have Baha'i repre
sentatives at such conferences if for 
no other reason than to have the 
Faith represented on the rolis, to 
keep the Amerkan Baha'i commu
nity informed of what the molders 
of opinion throughout the world are 
thinking, and to take advantage of 
whatever chance opportunities might 
arise to speak of the Faith to some 
other delegates in an informal 
manner. 

Temple Site for South East Asia 
Purchased Near Djahrta 

Purchase of a site for the Ma@
riqu'l-Acllikar of South East Asia has 
been joyfully annoW1ced by the 

Baha'i group of Bdize, British Honduras, and friends assembled to celebrate 
the Birthday of the Bab on October 20, 1957. The group includes Mrs. Shirley 
Warde and Miss Cora Oliver (front row center); two part-Mayan Indian 
guests; a.nd several friends who are studUing to make their declaration of 

membership in the Bahci.~i Faith. 
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South East Asia Regional Spiritual 
Assembly. The land is located near 
Dj akarta, Indonesia, and is over 14 
acres in area. 

This acquisition, carried out at the 
wish and instruction of the beloved 
Guardian, was concluded despite fi
nancial difficulties. 

Burial Ground Acquired 
In other news from this area the 

Regional Assembly reports it' has 
acquired a plot of land about 900 
square meters in area within the 
city of Djakarta for a Baha'i Burial 
Ground. The land was transferred to 
the Baha'is from government owner
ship without charge. 

Hazfratu'I-Qud. E.tabli.hed 
A piece of land in the viliage of 

Trung Giang, Vietnam, has been of
fered by one of the local Baha'is to 
the Local Spiritual Assembly, and 
it is planned to erect a small build
ing on the property that will serve 
as a Baha'i Center. 

In Saigon, the capital of Vietnam, 
a house suitable for a Haziratu'l
Quds will soon be purch~s~d with 
the savings of the friends there. 

Hold first Regional 
Meeting in S. Bavaria 

The first regional teaching confer
ence of southern Bavaria was held 
in Munich on the weekend of Novem
ber 16-17, 1957. Through the efforts 
of the National Teaching Committee, 
many of the isolated believers of the 
area were able to be present, in ad
dition to Baha'is from the various 
communities. 

On the evening of November 16 Dr. 
Schmidt of Stuttgart spoke on the 
subject "Is Humanity Going Into Un
certainty?" at the German Museum 
hall before an audience of about 60 
friends and visitors. The strongly
stressed theme of the need for the 
unity of all mankind under the ban
ner of one religion embracing all 
previous revelations made a deep 
impression on the listeners. Severa] 
interested persons left their ad~ 

dresses for Information about future 
meetings, and purchased Baha'i 
literature. 

On the following day the friends 
met in the Munich Center for study 
purposes. Dr. Doktoroglu, a visitor 
from 'Iraq, received special thanks 
for the warm message he brought, 
and for his report from London. 
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Legal Recognition Given 
Faith in Canal Zone 

The first Baha'i Local Spiritual As
sembly of the Canal Zune, formed 
in April 1957 with 11 members in the 
community, has announced with 
great joy the recognition of the Baha'i 
Faith on July 15 as a registered 
religious organization by the Govern
ment and Civil Authorities of the 
Canal Zone. Registering with the Ex
ecutive Secretary of the Canal Zone 
is the equivalent of incorporation 
since incorporation is impossible in 
the Zone. 

On July 24 the Canal Zone Govern
ment recognized the right of author
ized persons of the Baha'i Faith to 
perform marriages, which we expect 
to put into action in the near future. 

On September 3 the Superintendent 
of Schools assured the recognition of 
the Baha'i Holy Days. Also the United 
States Army of the Canal Zone nO\V 

recognizes the Baha'i Holy Days, 
through the efforts of Gene Crans, 
serving in the Armed Forces, who 
is a member of the Baha'i com
munity. 

In August an open-arm welcome 
was extended to tv.ro spiritually ra
diant young pioneers, the Misses 
AIda Rendina and Betty De Noma 
from Chicago, v,.'ho immediately 
opened their homes every evening 
after work to any and all who are 
interested in Baha'u'llah's Message, 
and there is seldom an evening 
without at least one inquirer. From 
the very moment of the ascension 
of our dearly beloved Guardian the 
true spirit of Baha has become 
greatly pronounced throughout this 
entil'e area, and many people are 
voluntarily seeking information and 
greater understanding of the Baha'i 
Faith. 

-MARY ANl\'" HO\VARD 

Southern Rhodesian Conferen(e Plans 
"Most Historic Year of Tea(hing" 

From a special letter and report 
by the Hand of the Cause in Africa, 
Musa Bananj, dated September 1~57, 
we Jearn of an August 1957 meeting 
held in Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, 
to con::tult on the new phase of col
laburatlon between the Hands of the 
Cause and the national spiritual as
semblies, as outlined in the Guard
jan's June 4, 1957, cable. Six Aux-

iliary Board members \'lere m 
attendance. The pW'pose was three
fold: (1) To make this the most his
toric year of teaching since the be
ginning of the Formative Age in 
1921; (2) To concentrate upon com
pletion of the unfinished main goals 
of the Ten-Year Crusade, as well as 
the supplementary goals; (3) To for
mulate methods of closer coUabor;j
tion between the Hand of the Cause 
and the national spiritual assemblies 
so that actions of the enemies of the 
Faith on the Continent of Africa 
could be effectively anticipated and 
counteracted. 

The two local communities of the 
Salisbury area participated indirect
ly in the week-long sesslons by hold
ing three large fireside meetings, 
with an average attcndance of 50, 
mostly African contacts. \Vhen the 
deliberations of the Hand of the 
Cause, National Assembly, and the 
Auxiliary Board would end each 
night, they would join the teaching 
meetings. At one meeting the Re
vered Hand Df the Cause, Musa 
Banani, members of the Auxiliary 
Board, and ~ational Assembly mem
bers were introduced and spoke 
words of loving greeting. 
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In response to a message sent to 
the Guardian at the close of 
the conference, the beloved Guard
ian cabled his deepest, loving 
appreciation. 

In summarizing the event, the re
port reads: 

; 'Those who departed and those 
who remained were deeply conscious 
that next Rigvan must be a shining 
star of triumph, marking the half
way point in this Ten-Year Crusade 
the like of which the history of re: 
ligion had never before witnessed. 
It was the spiritual conquest of the 
entire planet. We were entering the 
battle arena for the crucial clash. 
Our Priceless Master, 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
had given us His 'Divine Plan' of 
victory. Our Beloved Guardian has 
marshalled our resources and di
rected our steps. Now it was up to 
us. However limited our resources, 
howevcr inadequate our budding 
knowledge, however surrounded by 
difficulties, however suppressed, op
posed, persecuted, we must press 
on either to win the victory or lay 
dov.'1l our lives in the battle. We had 
the words of 'Abdu'l-Baha, Himself, 
to guide us. When He \",,'as asked if 
His life-long labors and sacrifice had 

The United Nations Day Committee Of .Woulmein, BUTma~ JOT the program oj 
October 24, 1957, with Keith De FolD (back row), BaM'; from the United 

States. 
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not over-taxed and wearied Him, He 
replied that whenever He felt weary 
He could not lay down His burden 
because the voice of His Father, 
Baha'u'llah, called to Him, and said: 
'March! March~' 

.. 'Physical rest,' 'Abdu'l-Baha 
once told the fl·iends, 'can rob you of 
spiritual rest.' 

"This is what Salisbury meant to 
us all: It is the little accomplish
ments each day that bring the big
ger achievements each week, and 
lead to the victories each ,month 
which make possible the triumph 
next Rigvan." 

Chun:h Groups, Civic Organizations 
Show Growing Interest in Faith 

Reports from various communi
ties show a growing interest on the 
part of church groups, SWlday 
schools, civic organizations, and 
clubs to present a Baha'i program to 
their members. Some welcome a di
rect talk on the Baha'i Faith with an 
outline of its historical backgrolUld 
and principles, while others not will
ing to utilize a Baha'i speaker are 
glad to present a showing of colored 
slides on the Holy Land that includes 
the Baha'i Shrines and Holy Places, 
or on the Baha'i Temple in Wilmette. 

Even one or two Baha'is, not gifted 
as public speakers, can, with a little 
effortt acquire and prepare an ade
quate program of this type that will 
enable them to tell the Baha'i story 
to large numbers of people in their 
commlUlity. Not only does this help 
to give, a better and broader under
standing of the Baha'i Faith to the 
general publict but often individuals 
are contacted who desire to investi
gate the Teachings personal1y. 

Just being alert to community 
events op_ened a door to Baha'i proc
lamation for Baha'is in Tanana Val
ley, Alaska. During a showing of 

Look Magazine slides on various re
ligions at the Fairbanks Unitarian 
Fellowship, an attending Baha'i, 
Mable Amidon, made a comment 
during the discussion period that 
caused the chairman to say: "You 
sound as if you were a Baha'i." 

As a result she was asked to pre
sent a program at the end of the 
current series. The program in
cluded passages from the scriptures 
of seven faiths and a talk on the 
basic fundamentals of the Baha'i 
Faith. The discussion period which 
followed was so lively and lengthy 
that the speaker had no time to 
show the Baha'i slides, originally 
planned for the program. Forty per
sons attending the meeting took gen
erously from the free literature on 
the Baha'i Faith available to them. 

During the past year Mr. and Mrs. 
Edwin Barham of Silver Spring, 
Maryland, were able to present 21 
showings of colored slides entitled 
"Palestine, the Holy Land of Many 
Faiths," including Jewish students 
of comparative religion, Negro stu
dents of the Bible, neighbors, rela
tives, and friends at firesides and 
public gatherings. Recently on Janu
ary 5 they were presented to an all 
Negro Sunday School at the Me
ridian Hill Baptist Church in Wash
ington, D.C., to over 100 chiJdren and 
youth and twenty adult teachers and 
parents. 

Dallas News, Radio Editors 
Attend Baha'i Press Conference 

The Dallas and University Park l 

Texas, Baha'i communities carried 
out an unusual and promiSing event 
in proclaiming the Faith by reach
ing the news agencies in the form 
of a Press Conference. 

Representatives of the local news
papers, radio, and television stations 
were invited to a luncheon and a 
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presentation on ';The New Revelation 
and the Need for It Today" by a 
Baha'i speaker. This was followed 
by an explanatory talk by the Chair
man of the Dallas Local Spiritual As
sembly, giving the reasons for the 
Conference and reViewing recent 
press coverage of the Faith. 

Each guest was presented with a 
kit of reading material on the Faith 
which included a copy of Christ and 
Buha'u'nrih. There was also a discus
sion period when questions on the 
Faith were answered. 

This Conference was followed 
within a week with a pUblic meet
ing, held on the anniversary of the 
Birth of Baha'u'lla,h. Colored slides 
were shown on "Haifa, A Name to 
Remember. " 

Calendar of Events 

FEASTS 
February 7 - Mulk (Dominion) 
March 2 - 'Alit' (Loftiness) 

INTERCALARY DAYS 
Ayyam-i-Ha, February 26 to 

March 1 

DAYS OF FASTING 
March 2-21 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 

February 14-16 

Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

W".kday' 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
(Auditorium only) 

Sundays and Holidays 
10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
(Entire building) 

Service of Worship 
Sunday. 

3:30 p.m., lasting until 4:15. 
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current activjties of the Baha'i World Community. 
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Message From the Hands of the Cause 
to the Intercontinental Conference 

• 
In 
• 
In 

the Holy Land 
Kampala 

Beloved Friends: 
In the shadow of the unexpected and soul~shattering 

sorrow which has so recently stricken the followers of 
Baru..'u'IlOh through the passing of our much-loved 
Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, comes the opening of the 
first of the momentous Conferences planned by him to 
take place in the five continents of the globe. 

With what joy our hearts looked forward to this day 
when we should be gathered together to render thanks 
to Baha'u'llah for His blessings durings the last five 
years-years which have witnessed the most phenom
enal progress in the expansion of His Faith since the 
Declaration of the Bab, to exalt His station, and to 
praise the manifold evidences of His mysterious power. 
How our hearts hastened ahead of us to this spot where 
we lmew the first of these mighty conferences would be 
convened and with what anticipation we looked forward 
to receiving the message which we knew our beloved 
Guardian would send to us on this occasion. 

It is with sadness andltleep humility that the Hands 
of the Cause in the Holy Land address to you these 
words. The ways of God have never been the ways of 
men. One thing we know, however. with profound as
surance, and that is that no calamity has ever befallen 
this Faith that has not presaged a mighty victory. They 
martyred the Bab, Baha'u'llah was raised up. They 
persecuted and exiled Baha.'u'llah, 'Abdu'l-Baha car
ried the banner of His Faith to the very heart of the 
western world, to which He journeyed in His old age, 
and to which He gave some of the fairest fruits of His 
mind. After the ascension of the beloved Master, the 
believers, bereft of their Father and their Refuge, found 
in Shoghi Effendi a mighty tree beneath whose boughs 
they took refuge, and which protected them for thirty
six years. 

The Signal of a Far Great ... Expansion 
At this turning-point in history, which the beloved 

Guardian repeatedly pointed out to us would be fraught 
with calamity. we have received a blow the nature of 
which we never anticipated. We have every right to 
believe, however, that even such a blow as this will be 
the signal for a far greater expansion of our glorious 
Faith, and that the sacrifice of his precious life has 

endowed the Cause of God with a new strength to face 
the future, to surmount all tests, to lay more quickly 
and firmly than ever before the foundations of the King
dom of Heaven on earth, that Kingdom prophesied 
since the days of AdamI and promised to men by their 
Heavenly Father. 

Who can doubt that Shoghi Effendi will be viewed by 
posterity as the true conqueror of Africa? Whoever 
arose to serve that continent, whatever sign of action 
he beheld on the part of individual, assembly, or com· 
munity, attracted his glance and received a burning 
intensity of interest, an outpouring of encouragement 
and assistance characteristic of the brilliant mind and 
wonderful nature with which Baha'u'llah had endowed 
him. With what intense pride he viewed the achieve
ments of the last seven years, beginning with the Afri
can work inaugurated by the National Spiritual As
sembly of the British Isles-and continued in collabora
tion with the American, Persian, Indian, and ~Iraq.i Na
tional Assemblies, who were allotted specific tasks in 
this vast continent and who worked for its spiritual 
conquest in cooperation with the National Spiritual As
sembly of Egypt and Sudan, the first National body 
established on this continent in 1924 and representing 
territories opened to the Faith during the lifetime of 
Baha 'u'llah Himself. With what love he watched over 
its spiritual progress, blessing it even before the incep
tion of the World Crusade through the appointment of 
a Hand of the Cause, an institution he recently rein· 
forced by raising three other Mrican pioneers to this 
high rank., one of whom has the distinction of being the 
second Negro Hand in Baha'i history. With what eager
ness he followed the movement of the devoted and self
sacrificing pioneers, whether of African, American, 
Asian, or European origin, as they spread out-torch
bearers of the New Day~into every territory of a con
tinent so long stigmatized as the "dark continent." and 
brought the ilumination o-f this glorious Faith· to its 
peoples. With what joy he announced to the Bahci'i 
world on various occasions the progress on the African 
front, the formation of four new regional national as
semblies, one of which was the successor to the Na· 
tional Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Egypt and 
the Sudan, and of no less than one hundred and fifty 
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spiritual assemblies; the introduction 
of the Faith into more than two hun
dred tribes, the translation of its 
literature into more than seventy 
languages, the purchase of numerous 
Haziratu'l-Quds and endowments 
both national and local; the swelling 
of the number of believers to over 
four thousand, three-fourths of whom 
are Africans; and the increase in the 
number of localities where Baha'is 
reside to over six hundred. 

Fourth Phase of the World Crusade 

The holding of this historic Con
ference signalizes the opening of the 
fourth phase of the World Crusade, 
a phase which the beloved Guardian 
himself stated must be characterized 
by an unprecedented expansion in 
the vital process of individual con
version and by the construction of 
three Mother Temples, one in Africa, 
one in Europe, and one in Australia. 
From the beginning of the Ten-Year 
Crus ade-indeed it would be more 
correct to say from the very begin
ning of his ministry-the Guardi-an re
peatedly emphasized to the believers 
of east and west the paramount im
portance of the teaching work, and 
pointed out to us that the purpose 
for which we have so laboriously 
erected our administrative institu
tions was primarily to enable us to 
carry the Message of Baha'u'llah to 
the peoples of the world and redeem 
their hearts through His grace. 

In Shoghi Effendi's own messages 
written last year to the African re
gional assemblies he strongly em
phasized that their primary function 
and duty was to enroll in ever grea.ter 
numbers the African peoples llilder 
the Banner of Baha'u'llah. Such was 
the importance he attached to the 
teaching work that in his last Mes
sage to the Baha'i world he stated 
that, although the additional auxil
iary boards' specific duty was to 
watch over the security of the Faith, 
the old auxiliary boards must be ex
clusively concerned in assisting in 
the prosecution of the Ten-Year Plan. 
He urged the regional assemblies in 
Africa to economize in matters con
cerning the Administration, in order 
that their limited resources, as much 
as possible t could be expended on 
ways and means of converting the 
African peoples, so dear to his heart, 
to the Faith_ He pointed out to them 
that once they had made sure the 
individual had accepted the station 
of Baha 'u'llah as that of the Manifes-
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Mansion of Baha'ttlUah at Bahji, <Akkd, Israel, wheTe the Hands of tne Cause 
of God issued their proclamation to the Baha'i world community on Nove.m
ber 25, 1957, following the passing of Shoghi Effendi, beloved Guardian of 

the Faith_ 

tation of God for this Day, with the 
implications that this implies, petty 
obstacles should not be placed in his 
path or details insisted upon, but 
rather through a process of loving 
education after acceptance the new 
believer should be deepened in his 
knowledge and understanding of the 
Teachings. It was his dearest hope 
that through the concerted efforts of 
the Hands of the Faith, the regional 
assemblies, the auxiliary boards, the 
pioneers, and all the Baha'is, an im
mense flow of new recruits would 
swell the ranks of the believers and, 
rising like a torrent, pour itself out 
in the channels of new Assemblies 
and communities throughout the ter
ritories of this vast continent. 

Urged to Surp.s. T .sks 
of Ten-Year Plan 

So encouraged was the beloved 
Guardian by the spectacular victories 
won in so short a time and the evi
dences of the indomitable enthusiasm 
of the believers laboring in this fal
low field, that he urged them to sur
pass the specific tasks of the Ten
Year Plan by adding supplementary 
ones, such as local I:Ia:?iratu'l-Quds 
and endowments, other languages 
spoken on this continent, and further 

undertakings which would redound 
to the glory of the F ai th_ He was also 
anxious that the prizes won at the 
cost of so much effort should be 
maintained, and laid particular em
phasis on the need for strengthening 
the work in the newly formed State 
of Ghana and of consolidating the 
work in Liberia, the Belgian Congo, 
Ruanda Urundi, French Equatorial 
Africa, and Comoro; he strongly em
phasized the necessity of reopening 
Rio d'Oro and the Spanish Sahara' 
he made strong appeals for mor~ 
African teachers to circulate amongst 
the various nations of Africa and 
carry the Message to their own peo
ple, and repeatedly called attention 
to the need for pioneers to go out 
into new districts within the terri
tories already opened to the Faith. 

It was the beloved Guardian's own 
arrangement that the ceremony of 
laying the founda lion stone of the 
Ma!!.briqu'l-Adhkar to be erected in 
Kampala should coincide with this 
first inaugural Conference of the 
half-way point of the Baha'i World 
Crusade, and it is he who has special
ly and eternally blessed this Mother 
Temple of the African continent by 
having in its foundations the sacred 
dust from the innermost Shrine of 
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Baha'u'lhih and a fragment of plaster 
from the room of the Bah in the for
tress of Mah·ku where He was im
prisoned. He repeatedly emphasized 
the tremendous spiritual importance 
of this Temple, which will be a 
mighty. silent teacher of the Faith 
and a haven of refuge spiritually to 
the believers. To the friends attend
ing this Conference the Guardian has 
given in his last message the privi
lege of not only lending a powerful 
impetus to the completion of this 
glorious enterprise but also to tha t 
of the Mother Temples to be built in 
the European and Australian con
tinents. 

To these many soul-stirring bOWl
ties must be added that of viewing 
the portrait of Baha'u'llah and a lock 
of His precious hair r sent at the ex
press wish of our beloved Guardian 
to grace this Conference, both of 

which will be entrusted for safe
keeping to the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of Central 
and East Africa. 

A Great Outpouring of Spirit 
Now is the time for the believers 

to demonstrate the firmness of their 
faith and the ardor that will carry 
them through every test to the vic
tories beyond. A great outpouring of 
spirit has been foreshadowed in the 
beloved Guardian's Message calling 
these Conferences, and it is for each 
and everyone of us to receive from 
that outpouring his own allotted por
tion. Should we all arise with self
less, united, and consecrated effort, 
should we fix our gaze unwaveringly 
on the goals the Guardian set us. 
and resolve to demonstrate the quali
ty of our faith in heroic acts com
parable to those of the Dawn-break-

Entrance to the Shrine of Baha'u'Utih at Bahji in the Holy 
Land, 
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ers, the unfailing mercy of the Bless
ed Beauty will undoubtedly sustain 
and support us and enable us to per
form such deeds as will cause all 
men to wonder and bow down in awe 
and admiration before the Name of 
Baha'u'llah. Then will the friends in 
Africa be enabled to attain the 
bounties promised to them and con
tribute their share to the erection of 
the World Order of Baha'u'l!ilh about 
which the Guardian wrote in one of 
his last messages to an African Na
tional Assembly: 

"Whatever may tend to accelerate 
the onward march, the expansion and 
consolidation of the institutions of 
this Order, must be eagerly seized 
upon, and utilized to the utmost, for 
the attainment of this noble purpose. 
Whether or not constituting a specific 
objective of the Ten-Year or Seven
Year Plan, any measure or enter
prise designed to reinforce the 
foundations of these institutions or to 
noise abroad their fame, or to extend 
the sphere of their beneficent in
fluence, must be adopted and fear
lessly embarked upon, however 
great the material sacrifices in
volved, however prolonged and ar
duous the effort required. 

"The splendid exertions of the past 
must, in the face of the challenge 
now confronting these communities, 
be redoubled. The self-same conse
cration distinguishing the rank and 
file of the believers, as well as those 
so ably 'representing them-nay a 
still nobler standard of wholehearted 
dedication to the pressing and mani
fold requirements of God's infant 
Faith, now struggling to emerge 
from obscurity and vindicate its pur
pose--must be evinced. if the tasks 
ahead are to be adequately fulfilled. 
An must participate in this meritori
ous and collective endeavor, what
ever there age, of either sex, and 
however difficult the circumstances 
with which they are surrounded. 

uThey cannot but feel confident. 
that, if they persevere along the path 
they have chosen to tread, the Author 
of the Divine Plan, Whose Mandate 
they are executing, will guide and 
succor them in their historic enter
prise! and the Concourse on high will 
acclaim their victories and sustain 
their labors, and the FOWlder of the 
Faith Himself will graciously assist 
them and abundantly reward them 
both in this world and in the next. II 

-THE HANDS OF THE CAUSE 

IN THE HOLY LAND 
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NOT THE least of the treasuTes 
which Baha'u'llah has given to 

the world is the wealth of His 
prayers and meditations. He not 
only revealed them for specific pur
poses, such as the Daily Prayers, 
the prayers for Healing, for the 
Fast, for the Dead, and so on, but in 
them He revealed a great deal of 
Himself to us. At moments it is as 
if, in some verse or line, we are ad
mitted into His Own heart, with all 
its turbulent emotions, or catch a 
glimpse of the workings of a mind 
a·s great and deep as an ocean, 
which we can never fathom, but 
which never ceases to enrapture 
and astonish us. 

If one could be ·50 presumptuous 
as to try and comment on a subject 
so vast and which, ultimately, is far 
beyond the capacity of any merely 
mortal mind to analyse or classify, 
one might say that one of His mas
terpieces is the long prayer for the 
Nineteen Day Fast. I do not know if 
He revealed it at dawn, but He had, 
evidently, a deep association with 
that hour of the day when the life 
of the world is re-poured into it. 
How could He not have? Was He not 
the Hermit of Sar-Galu, where he 
spent many months in a lonely 'stone 
hut perched on a hilltop; the sunrise 
must have often fOWld Him waiting 
and watching for its coming, His 
voice rising and falling in the melo
dious chants of His supplications and 
compositions. At how many dawns 
He must have heard the birds of the 
wilderness wake and cry out when 
the first rays of the sun flowed over 
the horizon and witnessed in all its 
splendor the coming alive of crea
tion after the night. 

In this prayer it is as if the wor-

A study of the Creative Word which 
revives the soul of a withered world 

shipper approaches the sun while 
the sun is approaching its daybreak. 
"'When one remembers that the sun, 
the liiegiver of the earth, ha.s ever 
been associated with the God-Power, 
and that Baha'u'llah has always used 
it in His metaphor.s to symbolize the 
Prophet, the prayer takes on a mys
tical significance that delights and 
inspires the soul. Turning to the 
budding day He opens His suppli
cation:-

"I beseech Thee, 0 my God, by 
Thy mighty Sign (the Prophet), and 
by the revelation of Thy grace 
amongst men, to cast me not away 
from the gate of the city of Thy 
presence, and to disappoint not the 
hopes (have set on the manifesta
tions of. Thy grace amidst Thy crea
tur:es." Who ha s not, in order to bet
ter visualize him'self in relation to 
the Kingdom of God, seen his own 
soul a·s a wanderer, weary and hope
ful, standing at the Gates of the 
Hea venly City and longing for ad
mittance? The worshipper gazes at 
the brightening sky in the east and 
waits, expectant of the mercy of 
God. He hears the "most sweet 
Voice" and supplicates that by the 
"most exalted Word" he ·may draw 
ever nearer the threshold of God's 
door and enter Wlder the shadow of 
the canopy of His bounty-a canopy 
which is already spreading itself, in 
mighty symbolic form, over the 
world in crimson, gold and gray 
clouds. 

The day waxes; the oncoming SUD, 

in the prayer of Bahli'u 'ilah, becomes 
the face of God Himself to which 
He turns, addreSSing words of in~ 

finite sweetness and yearning: "I 
beseech Thee, 0 my God, by the 
splendor of Thy luminous brow and 

the brightness of the light of Thy 
countenance~ which shineth from 
the all-highest horizon, to attract 
me by the fragrance of Thy rai. 
ment, and make me drink. of the 
choice wine of Thine utterance. 11 

The soft winds of dawn, which 
must have often played over His 
face and stirred His black locks 
against His cheek, may have given 
rise to this beautiful phrase in His 
prayer: "I beseech Thee, 0 my God, 
by Thy hair which moveth across 
Thy face, even as Thy most exalted 
pen moveth across the pages of Thy 
Tablets, ·shedding the musk of hid
den meanings over the kingdom of 
Thy creation, so to raise me up to 
serve Thy Cause that I shall not 
fall back, nor be hindered by the 
suggestions of them who have ca
villed at Thy signs and turned away 
from Thy face." How deep, how 
poetical, how '.Sincere are His word,s! 
The playing of the strands of hair 
recalls to Him the fine tracing of the 
Persian script, revealing words 
from God that shed a divine fr ag
rance in the lives of men. But that 
is not all. In His com m Wlion all the 
love and loyalty of His heart i. 
roused, He supplicates to be made 
of the fa ithful, whom na ugh t shall 
tum aside from the Path that leads 
them to their Lord. 

The sun has risen, as if in answer 
to the cry of the worshipper to Hen_ 
able me to gaze on the Day-Star of 
Thy Beauty . . ." And as he con
tinues his prayer it ·seems as if all 
nature were moving in harmony 
with it: "I beseech Thee? 0 my God, 
by the Tabernacle of Thy majesty 
On the loftiest summits, and the 
Canopy of Thy Revelation on the 
highest hills, to graciously aid me 
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to do what Thy will hath desired 
and Thy purpose hath manifested.' t 
North and south the glory spreads, 
a faint echo of that celestial beauty 
visible to the eye of Baha'u'llah and 
which He says: nshineth forth above 
the horizon of eternity." So deeply 
does it penetrate the heart that it 
evokes the desire to "die to all that 
I possess and live to whatsoev'er be
longeth unto Thee." The soul is 
moved; all earthly things pale before 
the vision which, as symbolized in 
the sunrise, it beholds in the in
ner world; God, the HWell-Beloved" 
seems to have drawn very near. 

The winds flit over the land; SOme 

tree calls to the Prophet'.g mind, as 
it shivers and stirs, the Tree of Him
self that over-shadows all mankind: 
HI beseech Thee, a my God, by the 
rustling of the Divine Late-Tree and 
the murmur of the breezes of Thine 
utterance in the kingdom of Thy 
names, to remove me far from what
soever Thy will abhorreth. and draw 
me nigh unto the station wherein He 
who is the Day-Spring of Thy signs 
hath shone forth." Baha'u'llah puts 
the words into our mouths whereby 
we may draw nigher to God and re
ceive from Him the heavenly gifts: 
HI beseech Thee ... to make known 

unto me what lay hid .in the treas
uries of Thy knowledge and con
cealed within the repositories of Thy 
wisdom. n HI beseech Thee . . . to 
nwnber me with such as have at
tained unto that which Thou hast 
sent down in Thy Book and mani
fested through Thy will." "I beseech 
Thee ... to write dmvn for me what 
Thou hast written do'Wll for Thy 
trusted ones . ... " 

Glorious Fasting Prayer 

And finally 1 in words designed for 
those countless worshjppers for 
whom He wrote this glorious Fasting 
Prayer, He asks God to "write down 
for every one who hath turned unto 
Thee, and observed the fast pre
scribed by Thee, the recompense de
creed for such as speak not except 
by Thy leave, and who forsook all 
that they possessed in Thy path and 
for love of Thee." He asks that the 
silence of the good may descend upon 
them-both the silence and the 
speech of those who are wholly dedi
cated to that Divine Will which alone 
can lead men to their highest des· 
tiny, The la.st thought of all is that 
those who have obeyed the de
crees of God may be forgiven their 
trespasses. 

The Toom in the House of Abbitd in 'Akka, in which the Kitab-i-Aqdas and 
some of the prayers of Baha'u'Uah were revealed. 
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This majestic prayer is composed. 
of fourteen verses, each opening with 
the words "I beseech Thee . . ." 
and closing with the same refrain: 
"Thou seest me~ 0 my God, holding 
to Thy Name, the Most Holy, the 
Most Luminous, the Most Mighty, 
the Most Great, the Most exalted, 
the Most Glorious, and clinging to 
the hem of the robe to which have 
clung all in this world and in the 
world to come. to The rhythmical em
phasis on the thoughts contained in 
these words is not only very power
ful but very artistic-if one may bor
row the term for lack of a better 
one-and the sense that all creatures 
living, and those gone before into the 
invisible realms of God, are clinging 
to the skirt of His mercy, dependent 
on Him and Him alone, exerts a pro
found influence on one's mind, par
ticularly so when taken in conjunc
tion with what one beholds at Utis 
hour of the day: The sky kindling 
with light, the brush of the wind 
gently over the face of nature; the 
whole world waking to the tasks of 
living on all sides; all things depend
ent on God; they always have and 
they always will be. This is a little 
of what this long prayer conveys to 
those who partake of it. 

Unique Prayer for Dead 

Another unique prayer of Baha'ut
_ 

llah's is His congregational prayer 
for the Dead. His Revelation through
out has aimed at doing away with 
every form of ritual; He has abol
ished priesthood; forbidden cere
monials, in the sense of church serv
ices with a set form; reduced the 
conduct of marriages to a naked sim
plicity, with a minimum uniform rite 
required of those concerned. The 
one exception to this general policy 
is the Prayer for the Dead, portions 
of which are repeated while a1l pres
ent are standing. Prayers such as 
this and the One for the Fast, can 
never be properly appreciated by 
merely reading them. They are liv
ing experiences. The difference is as 
great as that between looking at a 
brook when you are not thirsty ~ and 
drinking from it when you are. If 
you lose sam e on e you love and then 
read aloud these glorious words, you 
come to know what Hliving waters" 
are: 

"This is Thy servant ... who hath 
believed in Thee ... deal with him, 
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o Thou Who forgivest the sins of 
men and concealest their faults, as 
beseemeth the heaven of Thy bounty 
and the ocean of Thy grace. Grant 
him admission within the precincts 
of Thy transcendent mercy that was 
before the foundation of earth and 
heaven ... " Simple words, words 
which follow our loved one out into 
the spaces where we may not fol
low. But the profound experience of 
this prayer is in the refrain, each 
sentence of which is repeated 19 
times. "We all, verily, worship 
God. We all. verily, bow down be~ 
fore God. We all, verily. are devoted 
unto God. We all, verily. give praise 
unto God. We all, verily, yield 
thanks unto God. We all, verily. are 
patient in God." 

The very strength of the prayer is 
in the repetition. It is so easy to 
say just once, "We ... bow down 
before God" or "We yield thanks 
unto God" Or IIWe are patient in 
God"; 'the words slip off our minds 
swiftly and leave them much as be
fore. But when we say these things 
over and over, they sink very deep, 
they go down into the puzzled, the 
rebellious, the grief stricken or 
numbly resigned heart and stir it 
with healing powers; reveal to it the 
wisdom of God's decrees, seal it with 
patience in His ways,-ways which 
run the st ar s in their courses 

smoothly and carry us on to our 
hi ghes t good. 

No form of literature in the whole 
world is less objective than prayer,s. 
They are things of motion, not 
of repose. They are speeches ad
dressed to a Hearer; they are medi
cine applied to a wound; they 
stir the worshipper and set some
thing in his heart at work. That is 
their whole purpose. Teachings, dis
courses, even meditations, can be 
read purely objectively and criti
cally, but the man who can read a 
real prayer in the cold light of rea
son alone, has indeed strayed far 
from his own innate human nature, 
for all men, everywhere, at every 
period in their evolution, have pos
sessed the instinct of supplication, 
the necessity of calling out to some
thing, some One, greater than them
selves, whether in their abasement 
it was a stone image, thunder or fire, 
or, in their glory, the invisible God 
of all men that they called upon, the 
instinct was there just as deeply_ 

Possess Power and Richness 

Many wonderful prayers exist in 
all languages and all religions; but 
the prayers of Baha'u'llah possess a 
peculiar power and richness all their 
own. He calls upon God in terms of 
the greatest majesty, of the deepest 
feeling; sometimes with awe, some-

Shrine Of the Bcib on the slopes of Mt. Carmel in the distance, with the 
Eastern Pilgrim HQuse in the foreground. 
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times with path-os; sometimes in a 
voice of such exultation that we can 
only wonder what transpired within 
his soul at such mom'ents. He uses 
figures of speech that strike the im
agination, stir up new concepts of 
the Divinity and expand infinitely 
our spiritual horizons. Much, no 
doubt, of their perfection is lost in 
translation as He oiten employed the 
possibilities and peculiarities of the 
Arabic and Persian languages to 
their fullest. Some of His prayers, 
following the style of the Suras of the 
Qur'an, end every sentence in rhyme 
-though they are not poems-and 
the custom of alliterating words. 
thus imparting a flowing sense of 
rhythm to the sentences, is very of
ten resorted to in all His writings, in· 
eluding His prayers. Nevertheless 
the original charm and beauty per
vades the translations and none of 
the lyric quality of the following 
prayer seems to have been lost. It 
rises like a beautiful hymn which 
lifts the soul on wings of song: 

"From the ,sweet-scented streams 
of '11llne eternity give me to drink, 
o my God, and of the fruits of 
the tree of Thy being enable me to 
taste, 0 my Hope! From the crystal 
springs of Thy love suffer me to 
quaff, 0 my Glory, and beneath the 
shadow of Thine everlasting prov .. 
idence let me abide, 0 my Light! 
Within the meadows of Thy near
ness, before Thy presence, make me 
able to roam, 0 my Beloved, and 
at the right hand of the throne of 
Thy mercy seat me, 0 my Desire! 
From the fragrant breezes of Thy 
joy let a breath pass over me, 0 my 
Goal, and into the heights of the para
dise of Thy reality let me gain ad
mission, 0 my Adored One t To the 
melodies of the dove of Thy oneness 
suffer me to hearken, 0 Resplendent 
One, and through the spirit of Thy 
power and Thy might quicken me, 
o my Provider! In the spirit of Thy 
love keep me steadfast, 0 my Suc
corer, and in the path of Thy good
pleasure set firm my steps, 0 my 
Maker! Within the garden of Thine 
immortality, before Thy countenence, 
let me abide for ever, 0 Thou Who 
art merciful unto me, and upon the 
seat of Thy glory establish me, 0 
Thou Who art my Possessor! To the 
heaven of Thy loving-kindness IiIt 
me up, 0 my Quickener, and unto 
the Day-Star of Thy guidance lead 
me, a Thou my Attractor! Before 
the revelations of Thine invisible 
spirit summon me to be present, 0 
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Thou Who art my Origin and my 
Highest Wish, and tUlto the essence 
of the fragrance of Thy beauty, 
which Thou wilt manifest, cause me 
to return, 0 Thou Who art my God! 

"Potent art Thou to do what 
pleaseth Thee. Thou art, verily, the 
Most Exalted, the All-Glorious, the 
All-Highest. " 

At times Baha'u'llah puts words 
into the mouth of the worshipper ac
cording to his need: He writes a 
supplication for a child, for one who 
is ill, one who is sad, one who is 
pregnant, one who is a sinner, one 
who pours forth his heart to God
capturing the whole gamut of human 
emotions in His various communions. 
But at times it is obvious the prayer 
is His own. We read too, but we can
not be the speaker, our mortal feet 
cannot tread the path that lay be
tween His soul-the soul of the Pro
phet Himself-and the God Who 
sent Him here among men to labor 
and suffer for them. "I know not," 
He declares, "what the water is with 
which Thou hast created me, or what 
the fire Thou hast kindled within 
me~ or the clay wherewith Thou hast 
kneaded me. The restlessness of 
every ocean hath been sWled, but 
not the restlessness of this Ocean 
which moveth at the bidding of the 
words of Thy will. The flame of 
every fire hath been extinguished~ 
except the Flame which the hands 
of Thine omnipotence have kindled, 
and whose radiance Thou hast, by 
the power of Thy name, shed aboard 
before all that are in Thy heaven 
and that are on Thy earth. As the 
tribulations deepen, it waxeth hotter 
and hotter." The Holy fire that 
burned within His being is not for 
us, frail creatures that we are, to 
comprehend. We can only gaze into 
its heart and marvel at its shifting 
hues and beauty. much as we marvel 
at the flames that leap and dance 
on our own hearth fires, though we 
may not approach or touch them. 

Baha'u'llah exalts the being and na
ture of God, in His addresses to Him, 
as no other Prophet ever has. He 
defines His relation to Him; He 
gives us glimpses of the forces surg
ing within His soul; He lays bare 
the emotions that stir within His tur
bulent breast. In words of honey He 
cries out: "Thou beholdest, 0 my 
God, how every bone in my body 
soundeth like a pipe with the music 
of Thine inspiration .. .t' A love far 
beyond our ken burns in His heart 

for the One God who sent Him down 
amongst men: "Thou seest, a Thou 
Who art my All-Glorious beloved, 
the restless waves that 'Surge within 
the ocean of my heart in my love 
for Thee . . ." "Thou artt verily, 
the Lord of Baha and the Beloved of 
his heart, and the Object of his de
sire, and the Inspirer of his tongue, 
and the Source of his Soul." "Lauded 
by Thy name, 0 Thou Who art my 
God and throbbest within my 
heart]" "0 would that they who serve 
Thee could taste what I have tasted 
of the sweetness of Thy love ]11 How 
keenly His soul thrilled with appre
ciation for the aid that poured into 
His inmost being from the Invis~ 
ible Source: "Were I to render 
thanks unto Thee for the whole COn
tinuance of Thy kingdom and the du
ration of the heaven of Thine om
nipotence, I would still have failed 
to repay Thy manifold bestowals." 
How ardent is His gratitude -to His 
Lord for raising Him up to serve 
His fellowmen: "How can I thank 
Thee for having singled me out and 
chosen me above all Thy servants 
to reveal Thee, at a time when all 
have turned away from Thy beauty! 

His Readiness for Trials 
Ever and again He confesses His 

readiness, nay t His eagerness, to 
bear every trial and bar(Iship for the 
sake of shedding the light of God 
upon this darkened world, and .in 
order to demonstrate the greatness 
of the love He feels for His Creator: 
"I yield Thee thanks for that Thou 
hast made me the target of diverse 
tribulations and manifold trials in 
order that Thy servants may be en
dued with new life and all Thy crea~ 
tures may be quickened." "I yield 
Thee thanks, 0 my God, for that 
Thou hast offered me up as a sacri~ 
fice in Thy path ... and singled me 
out for all manner of tribulation for 
the regeneration of Thy people. It "I 
swear by Thy glory! I have accepted 
to be tried by manifold adversities 
for no purpose except to regenerate 
all that are in Thy heaven and on 
Thy earth." "How sweet is the 
thought of Thee in times of adver
sity and trial, and how delightful to 
glorify Thee when compassed about 
by the fierce winds of Thy decree." 
"Every hair of my head proelaim
eth: 'But for the adversities that be
fall me in Thy path how could I 
ever taste the divine sweetness of 
Thy tenderness and love?'" 
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With what passion and majesty 
He testifies to the unquenchable 
power and purpose of His Lord-the 
Lord Whom He called His "Firelt 

and His "Lightt,-Which burned 
within His breast: "Were all that 
are in the heavens and all that are 
on the earth to unite and seek to 
hinder me from remembering Thee 
and from celebrating Thy praise, 
they would assuredly . . . fail . . . 
Aod were all the infidels to slay me, 
my blood would ... lift up its voice 
and proclaim: 'There is no God but 
Thee, 0 Thou Who art all my heart's 
desire!' And were my flesh to be 
boiled in the cauldron of hate, the 
smell which it would send forth 
would rise towards Thee and cry out: 
'Where art Thou, 0 Lord of the 
Worlds, the One Desire of them that 
have known Theet' And were I to 
be cast into fire, my ashes would-I 
swear by Thy glory-declare: 'The 
Youth ha.th, verily, attained that for 
which he had besought His Lord, the 
All-Glorious, the Omniscient.''' 

Reading such testimonials that 
sprang-in moments of who knows 
what exaltation ?-from the heart of 
the Prophet, we cannot but marvel at 
the mighty and strange bond that 
binds such a Being to the Source of 
all power. It is as if an invisible 
umbilical cord tied Him to His Crea
tor, all His life, His motivations, His 
inspiration, His very words, flowed 
down this divin·e channel, as all the 
Ufe, blood, and food of the babe flows 
in through that one bond it has with 
its mother. He throbbed in this mor
tal vibrations of a celestial world, 
He set all things pulsating with Him, 
whether they knew it or not, and 
drew them up and closer to the 
throne of God. One of His most mov· 
ing and sublime rhapsodies is in. 
eluded in a meditation in which He 
testifies to the power of the praise 
which He pours out to God, to trans
form and influence the hearts of 
others: ~'I yield Thee such thanks," 
He decla res, c, as can direct the steps 
of the wayward towards the splen. 
doTS of the morning light of Thy 
guid ance . . . I yield Thee such 
thanks as can cause the sick to draw 
nigh unto the waters of Thy heaUng, 
and can help those who are far from 
Thee to approach the living fountain 
of Thy presence . . . I yield Thee 
such thanks as can stir all things to 
extol Thee . . . and can unloose the 
tongues of all beings to ... magnify 
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Thy beauty .. I yield Thee such 
thanks as can make the corrupt tree 
to bring forth g()od fruit . . . and 
revive the bodies of all beings with 
the gentle winds of Thy transcendent 
grace . . . I yield Thee such thanks 
as can cause Thee to forgive all sins 
and trespasses, and to fulfill the 
needs of the peoples of all religions, 
and to waft the fragrances of pardon 
over the entire creation ... I yield 
Thee such thanks as can satisfy the 
wants of all such as seek Thee, and 
realize the aims of them that have 
recognized Thee. I yield Thee such 
thanks as can blot out from the 
hearts of m-en all suggestions of 
limitations ... " 

Poetic and stirring as these words 
are, we need not assume them to be 
merely the effusions of an exalted 
and over-filled heart. Baha'u'llah 
was never idle in His words. If He 
tells us that enshrined in the thanks 
He poured forth to His God is a 
power that can blot out every limi
tation from the hearts of men, it is 
so. The trouble is with us. How many 
Seers and Prophets, how many sci
entists and pioneers, have brought 
men tidings of truths and powers 
they knew not of and offered them 
to their generation t only to be spat 
upOn, laughed to scorn, killed or 
ignored? And in the end a more en
lightened people wouid take the key 
and op en the door and find the 
wonders that the incredulous disbe
lieved, to be all true, ready at hand, 
waiting to be used for their good. 
The Prophets of God are intent on 
giVing us both the good of this world 
and the one awaiting us after death, 
but most of the time we will not 
have it. We, blind and perverse, pre
fer our own ways t Did not Christ 
say: "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, ... 
how often would I have gathered 
Thy children together, even as a hen 
gathered her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not!" It is n01 
a new story. Every Divine Manifes
tation has placed jewels in the hand 
of man, only to see them flung aside 
for some foolish toy of his choosing. 
Yet each Prophet has assured us 
that God's pity knows no bounds. 
"Thou art, in truth," states Baha
'u'IIa.h in one of His prayers, "He 
Whose mercy hath encompassed all 
the worlds, and Whose grace hath 
embraced all who dwell on earth 
and in heaven. Who is there who 
hath cried after Thee, and whose 
prayer hath remained unanswered? 

Where is he to be found who hath 
reached forth towards Thee, and 
whom Thou hast failed to approach? 
Who is he who can claim to have 
fixed his gaze upon Thee, and tOW'ard 
whom the eye of Thy loving-kind-
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ness hath not been directed? I bear 
witness that Thou hadst turned 
toward Thy servants ere they had 
turned toward Thee, and hadst re
membered them ere they had re
membered Thee." 

-Reprinted from WORLD ORDER MAGAZINE. November 1943 
(To be continu.ed) 

New Zealand Enlarges Scope of Maori Teaching Work 
"The emergence of this independ

ent Baha'i community ... must be 
regarded as a highiy significant de
velopment in the rise and establish
ment of the Baha'i Faith in the Pa
cific area . . . It should lend an 
unprecedented impetus to the con
version of the Maoris, and insure 
their active participation in the con
duct of the Baha'i administrative in
stitu tions. " 

These were the words of Shoghi 
Effendi in his message to the Na
tional Convention in Auckland, New 
Zealand, 1957, on the occasion of the 
formation of the New Zealand Na
tional Spiritual Assembly. They pre
sent one more affirmation of that 
central core of the Baha'i Faith
the oneness of mankind. Close to the 
heart of 'Abdu'I.Baha, and therefore 
to the desire of the beloved Guard
ian in his charting of the World 
Crusade, are the aboriginal people 
of every land. 

In accordance with the Guardian's 
wishes, the Maori Teaching Com
mittee of New Zealand has been ac
tively engaged in making friends 
among the Maoris and in preparing 
literature, tapes, and recordings on 
the Baha'i teachings in their lan
guage. Recently Mrs. Shirley Char
ters, of the Committee, gave the 
Baha'i message at Manukorihi Pa, 
Waitara, to an important gathering 
of Maori elders, many of whom had 
come from as far as Te Kuiti, a 
hundred miles away. She also spoke 
to the Maoris at Parthaka Pa, 
Waitara, where Te Whiti, the great 
Maori leader, lived. Mrs. Brightwell, 
secretary of the Committee, and 
Bill Washington have done teaching 
work in the district also. The New 
Zealand Baha'i Summer School held 
in December and January in New 
Plymouth was addressed by a charm· 
ing Maori lady of high birth, Mrs. 
Marjorie Pepe Rau, on the subject 
of Te Whiti and his teachings. 

The Maoris have a word in their 
own language which means unity. It 
is kotahitanga. It is a remnant of 

the teachings of Te Whiti, the great 
leader who lived from 1817 to 1007, 
whose life is still remembered and 
revered by many Maori people. 1fe 
taught simple basic truths based on 
fundamentals, which he gleaned 
largely from Christian teachings, in 
such a way that it may be said he 
prepared the way for the Baha'i 
Faith. Living in peace with all men 
was one of his strong principles and 
so keenly believed that even during 
the period of strife between the 
Maoris and Europeans ove'r the 
question of land, he would not per
mit his people to fight, but only to 
maintain passive resistance. 

Once the Maoris lived only in 
their "Pas." Originally a ··Pa" was 
a fortress, now used as a commu
nity village, where all important 
functions take place at a meeting 
house. Today many Maoris live in 
the cities and are educated in the 
ways of Western culture. And kota
hitanga, or unity, is perhaps remem
bered only as a longing in the heart 
from out of the past. 

Vi.it of Keith Ron.om-Kehler 

Over twenty years ago Keith Ran· 
som-Kehler, first American martyr 
and named by Shoghi Effendi as a 
Hand of the Cause, made a visit to 
the Maoris of New Zealand on one 
of her world teaching tours. She was 
received graciously by the chief of 
the Arawa tribe of Maoris, and per
mitted to give the Baha'i message 
to his people. Later she was in
vited to attend a Maori banquet. 
Her interesting description of these 
experiences can be read in The 
Baha'; World, Vol. V. 

No one in the family of man is for
gotten in Baha'u'llah's Divine Plan. 
Baha'is of the world may look for
ward soon to the time when increase 
ing numbers of the Maori people will 
enter into their worldwide fellow
ship, and to the "active participa
tionH in Baha'i institutions the be. 
loved Guardian longed to see. 

(See photograph on page 11) 
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AT THE International Conference held in Kampala 
in 1953 it was announced that the Guardian required 

land to be bought for the eventual building of a Temple 
in Mrica. He gave no indication at that time when this 
might be built. In April 1954, he sent a gift of a thou
sand pounds for the purchase of land, and six acres 
were bought on Kibuliriza Hill. 

As a result of the persecution of the Persian Baha'is 
in 1955? when it became apparent that it would be un
wise, if not impossible, for them to embark upon the 
building of their Temple, he announced that plans for 
the construction of the Mother Temple of Africa should 
be initiated, thus offsetting the setbacks suffered by the 
friends in the Cradle of the Faith and consoling their 
hearts. The National Spiritual Assembly of the British 
Isles, under whose jurisdiction this territory came at 
that time, was instructed by the beloved GuaTdian to 
arrange for the preparation of plans for the Kampala 
Temple, which were submitted for his approval towards 
the end of 1955. These were rejected. 

In early 1956, a gift of $1,000 was received from Hand 
of the Cause Mrs. Amelia Collins for the purchase of 
Endowment Land. With this money thirteen acres of 
land were bought on a hill about three miles outside 
Kampala-Kikaya Hill. This land was not on the crest 
of the hill, but was considered a better site than the 

land on Kibuliriza, which had no access road. Later it 
was learned that intensive development was scheduled 
for the Kibuliriza area. On the other hand, Kikaya Hill 
lies well outside the town and is surrounded, at the 
moment, by undeveloped land. Thus, the Guardian's 
approval for the building of the Temple on Kikaya Hill 
and not Kibuliriza Hill was sought and obtained. 

It was thought by the National Assembly that the 
Kikaya site would be considerably improved by the 
purchase of more land nearer the crest of the hill. The 
owner was fOlUld, who exchanged five acres for three 
acres of the land on Kibuliriza, and sold a half an acre 
for cash. This transaction was completed in September 
1956. 

In the meantime, the beloved Guardian had sent to 
Kampala a design for the Temple by Hand of the Cause 
Charles Mason Remey. This was placed in the hands 
of the architect chosen by the newly appointed National 
Assembly of Central and East Africa. On looking fur
ther at the plan of the site, it was found that a tri
angular plot jutted into the center of the BaM.'i land. 
Negotiations were initiated for the purchase of one acre 
of this plot to eliminate the angle of the triangle imme
diately adjoining our land in order to safeguard the 
precincts of the Temple if development in the area com
menced. Agreement was finally reached and the impor-

9 
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tant extra acre purchased in the mid
dle of 1957, thereby giving an uninter
rupted view for some miles in the 
direction of the Qiblib of the Faith. 
From this site the Temple will be 
easily visible from Kampala. 

Owing to legal complications 
governing the purchase of land in 
Buganda, it is impossible for non
Africans to buy land, so this plot 
had to be bought in the names 
of three African believers-J oseph 
Mbogo, Erisha Kiwanuka and Max 
Kanyerezi-and held in trust, first 
for the British National Assembly 
and then for the Central and East 
African National Assembly. 

During all these negotiations the 
beloved Guardian had been stressing 
the need for an early start on the 
work. and the architect was pressed 
to expedite the drawings. Early in 
1957, work was begun on the site, 
and by Ri~van the access road was 
completed. Due to unforeseen cir
cumstances, delays in the prepara
tion of the detailed plans seemed 
interminable. Each time the archi .. 
teet was visited, the prospect 
seemed blacker, yet the beloved 
Guardian wa s longing for news of 
the actual commencement of con
struction, 

At the meeting of the National 
Assembly in August 1957, it was 
decided, 1n order to get the work 
started, to put out to tender a Foun
dations Contract for work to floor 
level. During the execution of this 
preliminary contract all drawings, 
tenders, and approvals for the main 
work would be effected, so that on 
its completion some three months 
later, the main contract could be 
put immediately into operation. This 
agreement having been reached, it 
remained for approval to be granted 

by the government body concerned 
with these matters - this was 
achieved in September. 

In the meantime, the crest of the 
hill had been cleared of bush and a 
bulldozer had been at work levelling 
it, after which the siting of the cen
ter of the building was agreed upon 
in a consultation between the Re
vered Hand of the Cause for Africa, 
Musa Banani, the Chairman of the 
National Assembly, the Temple 
Committee, the architect, and the 
levelling contractor. 

For economic and practical rea
sons it became apparent that it 
would be necessary to sink a bore
hole for water on the site and 
negotiations for this purpose were 
commenced in September 1957. The 
contract for this was signed within 
a few days of the contract for the 
foundations and work on both opera
tions was commenced on October 22. 

Relics Placed in Foundation 

Kampala is greatly honored, for 
before the foundations work is com
pleted, during the African Intercon
tinental Conference in January 1958, 
Amatu'I-BaM RUhiyyih Khimum, 
represent.ing our beloved Guardian, 
placed in the foundations a portion 
of the precious earth from the in
most Shrine of Baha 'u 'llah. Also in 
the foundations will be placed by Re
vered Hand of the Cause Musa 
Banimi, a casket containing a small 
quantity of the plaster from the ceil
ing of the room in the Fortress of 
Mah-ku where the Bab was impris
oned. Shortly after this great occa
sion, work on the main building is 
scheduled to commence, and it is 
hoped that the Temple will be com
pleted by March 1959. 

Call Upon Believers to Insure Success 
of Intercontinental Conferences 

"I call ... upon the entire body 
of the believers , , . to bestir them
selves , .. to meet the challenge, 
and seize the opportunities, of this 
auspicious hour, and insure, through 
a dazzling display of the qualities 
which must distinguish a worthy 
stewardship of the Faith of Baha'u'
llah, the total resounding success of 
these Conferences, dedicated to the 

glorification of HiS' Name, and ex
pressly convened for the purpose of 
accelerating the march of the institu
tions of His world-redeeming Order t 
and of hastening the establishment 
of His kingdom in the hearts of 
men.tt 

This is the last sentence of the 
last communication addressed by our 
beloved Guardian to the Baha'is of 
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the world less than One month prior 
to his ascension, 

The first of these historic gather
ings called for by Shoghi Effendi in 
his last message has already taken 
place. While the official report is not 
yet availab-Ie, it has been learned that 
approximately 9'30 believers were 
present from 38 countries, and that 
half of them were Africans repre
senting 26 different tribes-a record 
that must have brought joy to OUr 
departed Guardian! Surely the be
lievers in all the other continents will 
attend in equally great numbers the 
four remaining Conferences to be 
held respectively in Sydney, Chicago, 
Frankfort, and Djakarta. 

The five-fold purposes of these Con
ferences, as defined by Shoghi Ef
fendi, are: 

1. To offer humble thankllgiving to 
the Divine Author of our Faith who 
has graciously enabled His followers 
to prosecute uninterruptedly the Ten
Year Plan; 

2. To review and celebrate the sig
nal victories won so rapidly in the 
course of the world-encircling Cru
sade; 

3. To deliberate on ways and 
means that will insure its triumphant 
consummation; 

4, To lend a powerful impetus the 
world over to the vital process of in
dividual conversion; 

5, To hasten the construction and 
completion of the three Mother Tem
ples in Europe, Africa, and Austra
lia. 

Among the sacred privileges and 
blessings to be bestowed upon the be
lievers attending the Intercontinental 
Conference in Chicago will be the 
viewing of the portraits of Baha'u'Ucih 
and of the Bab, which will be ex
hibited by Dr. Ugo Giachery, Hand 
of the Cause of God, attending the 
Conference as the Guardian's appoint
ed representative. This particular 
sacred occasion will be part of the 
special program of devotion and 
thanksgiving ln the Auditorium of the 
Baha'i House of Worship on the first 
afternoon of the Conference, Friday, 
May 2. 

The remaining seven sessions will 
be held in Chicago, as announced 
in the January BAHA'j NEWS. 

The message from the Hands of the 
Faith in the Holy Land to the Chi
cago Conference will be presented by 
Dr. Giachery. Other Hands of the 
Cause who will be present will also 
speak from time to time. 

Official representatives of the na-
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tional and regional spiritual assem
blies in the Western Hemisphere will 
review the "signal victories" won in 
their areas since the opening of the 
World Crusade, and there will be con
sultation an pioneer needs, how to 
accelerate individual conversion, and 
on ways and means for early and 
complete achievement of the remain
ing goals, including the construction 
of the three Mother Temples. 

Further details of the program will 
be announced in the April issue of 
BAHA'I NEWS. It is hoped that every 
Baha'i in the Western Hemisphere 
will make a supreme effort to attend 
the Chicago Conference and to join 
with his fellow-believers from all 
parts of the world in "offering hum
ble thanksgivmg to the Divine Au
thor of our Faith" and to our de
parted Guardian for the victories a
chieved under his guidance "for the 
execution of the Grand Design con~ 
conceived by Abdu']-Baha" for the 
salvation of mankind. 
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U. S. National Convention 
Housing Arrangements Listed 

The usual services for delegates 
and visitors to the Annual Baha'i Na~ 
tional Convention will again be 
offered by the Convention Arrange
Irlents Committee and others who 
have volunteered to assist. 

Adequate supervision has been ar~ 
ranged for those children who are 
old enough to take care of them~ 
selves, but the Committee cannot as~ 
sume any responsibility for children 
in arms or those requiring individual 
attention. 

Luncheon and dinners will be avail
able in Foundation Hall at reason~ 
able prices, as in the past. 

It seems necessary to again point 
out that the Wilmette and Evanston 
homes offering rooms for visiting 
Baha'is do so only a s a courtesy to 
the Baha'is. Therefore, each Baha'i 
Irlaking a reservation in a private 
home must see that any agreement 
as to time of arrival, the number in 
the party, and the price must be 
fully carried out. 

Any la s t- minu t e, necessary 
changes must be discussed with the 
Housing Committee, which can Usu
ally work them out satisfactorily. 

The friends who have made their 
own arrangements directly with Wil
mette and Evanston residents are 
requested to report them to the 
Housing Committee so that there 
will be no overlapping or duplica~ 

II 

Baha'i Teachings Recorded in Maori 

. JJ;i,.: .. ~ 
11::... . ... 

Mrs. Shirley Charters, member of the Maori Teach~ 
ing Committee of New Zealand, with Ben Morgan and 
Mrs. Marjorie Pepe Rau, making a recording on the 
Baha'i Faith in the Maori language at New Plymouth, 
New Zealand. 

Mrs. Rau was a Maori guest speaker at the New 
~ealand summer school, reported on page 19 of this 
Issue. 

A complete story on current Maori teaching activities 
is published on page 8. 

tion in the listing of available rooms. 
Requests for rooms in Wilmette or 

Evanston should be addressed to: 
Mrs. Priscilla Hassan, 1244 Maple 
Avenue, Wilmette, Ill., or to: Mrs. 
Betty Geller, 606 Barton Place, Ev
anston, Ill. 

Reservations in hotels must be 
made by the mdividual Baha'i and 
must be accompanied by a deposit. 
Following is a Ust of hotels in Ev~ 
anston and their rates. 

Evanshire Hotel 
860 Hinman Avenue 
Single. $6.00; Double. $7.50; 
Twin Beds. $9.00 

Evanston Hotel 
840 Forest A venue 
Smgle. $5.00; Twins, $7.00 and 
$8.00 
Double beds. $6,50 

Georgian Hotel 
422 Davis Street 
Single. $7.00 to $8.50 
Twin beds or Doubles, $10.00 to 
$12.00 

Library Plaza Hotel 
1637 Orrington Avenue 
Single, $7.50; Twins, $10,00 to 
$12.00 

Orrington Hotel 
1710 Orrington Avenue 
Single, $7.00 to $13.00 
Double bed, $10.00 to $15.00 
Twins, $11.00 to $16.00 

North Shore Hotel 
1611 Cbicago Avenue 
Single, $6.50 to $7.50 
Single, double bed (two people) 
$9,00 
Twin beds. $9.50 and $10.50 

*Hotel requires full payment at 
time of reservation. 

Note: These prices include bath. 

Conference Reservations 
Must Be Made Separately 

It should be noted that the Con· 
vention Housing Committee will 
handle reservations for the Conven
tion period only. All reservations for 
the Intercontinental Conference to be 
held in Chicago must be made by 
the mdividual believer. It may help 
to know that only one afternoon 
session of the Intercontinental Con~ 
lerence will be held in the Temple. 

--CoNVENTION ARRANGEMENTS 

COMMI'M'EE 

Convention Identification 
All Baha'is plannmg to attend 

the National Convention, either 
as delegates or visitors, are 
requested to present their iden~ 
tification cards on registration. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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The Oneness of Religion Is Proclaimed Internationally 

With Many Public Observances of World Religion Day 

GROWING international recognition of World Reli
gion Day, instituted by the U. S. National Spiritual 

Assembly in 1950 to proclaim the fundamental oneness 
of religion, was a feature of this year's observance held 
on January 19, 1958. 

Monrovia, Liberia; Belfast, North Ireland; Halifax, 
Nova Scotia; and Nassua, Bahamas; as well as Alaska. 
Hawaii. Puerto Rico, and Canada signified their inten
tion of holding public observances by ordering material 
from the U. S. Baha'i Press Service that included the 
14 by 17-inch World Religion Day poster, and a printed 
statement setting forth the purposes of this event and 
relevant passages from the public addresses of 'Abdu'l
Hahit in America. 

In Belguim, the Brussels community was host to a 
successful World Religion Day celebration at the 
~a.;fraturl-Quds. About 40 persons attended, including 
friends from Charleroi, Liege, and Ostend. Louis Henu
zet, member of the European Auxiliary Board for 
Teaching, gave a stimulating talk on "To Build a Better 
World Through Spiritual Unity. U A lively question pe
riod followed, with inquiries on the proofs of the Proph
ets and the goal of human existence. 

A Triumph of Racial Unity at Little Rock 
To the world in general Little Rock, Ark., has come 

to represent the epitome of racial prejudice; yet in the 
heart of this city Baha'is have made an outstanding 
achievement that the world will also one day come to 
recognize. Here, on World Religion Day, an audience 
of almost one hundred persons, half white and half 
Negro, gathered to attend a panel discussion on °Which 
to Choose-Religion or Science, Peace or Sputnik?" 

Rev. Charles Ford, Hot Springs, Ark., Presbyterian 
minister, was the moderator. Panelists included Elder 

Roy B. Thurmon of the Seventh-Day Adventist Church, 
Dr. Paul W. Reagan of the Society of Friends, and El
don Dennis, representing the Baha'i Faith. The meet. 
ing .was held in the B'nai Israel Educational Building 
in Little Rock. 

In the audience was Rev. and Mrs. Dunbar H. Ogden, 
Jr. Rev. Ogden is pastor of the Central Presbyterian 
Church, and President of the Interracial Ministerial 
Alliance, and he was called upon to give the closing 
prayer. Music for the observance was pl'esented by the 
A. M. and N. College Choir of Pine Bluff. a Negro col
lege. 

Porto Alegre's New Assembly Attracts 250 

Porto Alegre, Brazil. is a young, rather small com
munity, having incorporated their first local as
sembly this year. But this did not deter them from 
making wide proclamation of the Faith through World 
Religion Day publicity. They report: "For this World 
Religion Day Baha'u'Uah gave us a very special im~ 
pulse and we reached the eaTS and eyes of the public 
in every possible way. Besides the show window which 
attracted a constant crowd in this metropolis in the 
south of Brazil, placed in the best spot on the most im
portant street, the most read newspapers published 
nice articles . . . We got an invitation to speak during 
fifteen minutes at the local broadcast, and finally de
livered a public conference attended by about 250 per
sons ... It should be difficult to find an educated person 
who never saw or heard the name Baha'i in this city.u 
All of this was generated through the efforts of eleven 
adult believers. 

Variety of Programs Given in U.S. 

Committees in the United States reporting their pro-

World Religion Day display in the window 0/ the Lancaster, Pa., Free Public Library. It was scheduled for one 
week pTeceding World Religion Day, but was held over JOT a second week because Of the interest shown. 



grams for World Religion Day favor
ed the presentation of a single speak
er, either Baha'i or non-Baha'i, on 
the general theme of the oneness of 
religion. However, some communi
ties planned panel discussions with 
participants representing various 
religious faiths, graphic demonstra
tions of Progressive Revelation, 
amity dinners, or the more informal 
fireside type of gathering. 

Giving a demonstration of Pro
gressive Revelation through speak
ers of other religions proved to be an 
excellent means of conveying the 
meaning of World Religiot;l Day. In 
St. Louis, Mo., the Hindu, Moslem, 
Buddhist, Judaic, Christian, and 
Baha'i Faiths were represented. 
Kansas City, Mo., held their meeting 
in Fellowship House, and attracted 
55 people, resulting in excellent pub
licity in four newspapers. The Baha'i 
message was given by the children's 
Sunday School class, with quotations 
from the Writings of Baha'u'Uah. 

Rochester, New York, attracted 76 
to their meeting, more than two
thirds of which were non-Baha'is. 
This program also featured speakers 
from various world religions, includ
ing Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, 
Islam, Christianity, and the Baha'i 
Faith. 

A chart illustrating Progressive 
Revelation was used by the Sioux 
Falls, S. Dak" community to explain 
this subject. It was supplemented by 
further explanations and blackboard 
drawings. The Sioux Falls Local Spir
itual Assembly termed this meeting 
one of their best in recent years. 

Impressive Interracial Meeting 
at Greensboro 

"To find a Southern fundamenta~ 
list Christian who really understands 
the Bible and its symbolism is as 
rare as finding a diamond in a coal 
mine," wrote F. Kimball Kinney of 
the Greensboro, N. Car" Local Spir
itual Assembly. This man, a fine fWl~ 
damentalist minister who professed 
a profound sympathy for the Baha'i 
Faith, and who realizes the sad 
plight of Christianity, was the lone 
non-Baha'i white attendant at the 
Greensboro World Religion Day ob
servance, whose audience numbered 
22 non-Baha'is and 9 Baha'is. 

The fact that all the others except 
this man were Negroes delighted the 
Greensboro community, 'since the 
goal of their teaching work, one of 
the last expressed wishes of the 

World Religion Day observance at Bru.ssels, Betgium, on January 19, 1958. 
Louis Henuzet, member of the European Auxi!iaTY BoaTd Of the Hands of 

the Cause, was the speaker. 

Guardian, is to confirm the Negro of 
the Southland. 

The Greensboro Assembly ascribes 
this most successful World Religion 
Day observance to excellent publi
city. Eye-catching posters were dis
played in key areas throughout the 
city. The local television station 
transmitted six annotulcements. with 
a picture of the Baha'i House of Wor
ship as the video picture. All four 
radio stations cooperated throughout 
the week preceding the meeting, and 
all three newspapers also were co
operative. The Greensboro Record 
gave front page space to the World 
Religion Day publicity the day before 
the meeting, with top billing in the 
Religion Editor's column. 

Lancaster's First Public Meeting 
The first public Baha'i meeting 

ever to be held in Lancaster, Pa., 
wa's in 0 bserv ance of World Religion 
Day. Hormoz Sabet spoke to an aU
dience of about 40 persons on "The 
Oneness of Religion." The response 
of the audience following the talk, 
and the unusual silence that prevailed 
during its delivery, indicated a re
ceptiveness that was very encourag
ing to the Lancaster Baha'is. 

Six Lancaster newspapers publi. 
cized the meeting, and one published 
a photograph of the Baha'i House of 
Worship. One hundred printed invita
tions were mailed, and a large poster 
announoing the meeting was placed in 
the Department of Religion section 

of Franklin and Marshall College, and 
in the lobby of the Y.W.C.A. In addi
tion, the window display at the Lan
caster Free Public Library, pictured 
is this issue of BAHA'i NEWS, proved 
its drawing power. 

Amity Dinner at Madison 
One hundred-twenty-five people, 

95 of them non·Baha'i, represent
ing many countries and religions, 
dined together at a World Religion 
Day Amity Dinner, an event that 
the Madison Assembly terms one 
of their most successful public meet
ings. Guests included Rabbi Manfred 
Swarsensky of Beth El Temple, Rev. 
George W. Vann of St. Paul's Afri
can Methodist Church, and Prof. Men
ahem Mansoor, associate professor of 
Hebrew Studies at the University of 
Wisconsin. 

Prof. Mansoor, a world-renowned 
authority on the Dead Sea Scrolls, 
spoke on this subject, using slides 
for illustration. He closed his talk 
with remarks on the Baha'i Faith 
as he has observed it in the Holy 
Land. 

Stephen Follett, member of the 
Madison Local Spiritual Assemb}y~ 
followed Prof, Mansoor with a talk 
on the theme of the Scrolls, empha
sizing that the authors expected two 
Messiahs: one to end the existing 
world order and the other to usher 
in a completely new world order. 
He also explained other prophecies 
of the great world religions to show 
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they agree that this is the Promised 
Day. 

library Exhibit 01 Sacred Literature 
The Baha I i group of Nashua, N.H., 

obtained the cooperation of Rabbi 
Bela Fisher of Beth Abraham syn
agogue and the administrators of the 
Nashua Public Library in arranging 
a display of sacred literature rep
resenting the worldJg great religions 
at the library. The display illus
trated the bonds that unite these 
religions in a common cause, and 
emphasized the progressive nature 
of revelation. 

Widespread Publicity in Fr.nt 
Residents of Flint, Mich., and sur

rounding villages were made well 
aware of the World Religion Day 
o bserv ance there. Through the ini tia
tive of the local believers, 20 posters 
were placed in strategic places, 300 
invitational cards were mailed, 12 
radio and television announcements 
were broadcast, and eight newspa
pers published news of this event. 
Mrs. Ona Koppe of Mt. Clemens, 
Mich., was the speaker, illustrating 
her talk with colored slides of tem
ples, shrines, and churches through
out the world. Thirty-three persons 
attended this meeting. 

Other Meetings Reported 
Other communities reporting their 

World Religion Day meetings include 
Baltimore, Md., which presented 
three speakers representing the 
Jewish, Christian, and Baha'i faiths 
on the topic "The Future We Face"; 
Duluth, Minn.; Hackensack, N.J.; 
Kansas City, Kan.; Boston, Mass., 
with two speakers, a rabbi and a 
Baha'i, presented to an audience of 
fifty; Reno, Nev., with a roster of 
three non-Baha'i speakers; San 
Francisco. Calif., featuring a 15-min
ute radio broadcast; and Twentynine 
Palms, Calif. 

The three adult Baha'is in the goal 
city of Pocatello, Idaho, sponsored 
their first World Religion Day pro
gram this year, after two years of 
making contacts in the city and on 
the Bannock-Shoshone Indian reser
vation nearby. A slide-talk on the 
Baha'i World Center was given by 
Mrs. Mildred Cossey of Boise, fol
lowed by an hour of discussion. As 
a result of this meeting the Idaho 
State Jou-m.al requested information 
about the Faith and is now listing 
it in the weekly religious page. Dur
ing their brief period of time there 
the Pocatello Baha'is have placed 
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First Loca! Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'Is of BTUnei, 
North Borneo, formed on April 21, 1957. 

books in the Idaho State College, 
listed the Faith with the Chamber 
of Commerce, and have contacted 
and given the Baha'i message to 
several Bannock-Shoshone Indians. 

Bah .. 'r Press Service 
Note. Growth in Public Interest 

At the time their report was com
piled, the Baha'i Press Service 
noted publicity on the Baha'i belief 
in the fundamental oneness of re
ligion, as expressed through World 
Religion Day, was carried in 143 
papers with a reading capacity of 
twelve million; ten percent of all 
daily newspapers in the United 
States. This was accomplished by 
117 communities, many of whom 
had only one or two believers to 
carry out the responsibility. One~ 
third of these communities partici
pated for the first time in this public 
event. 

There is a definite increase in pub
licity from the southern states, 
where much of the concentrated 
teaching work is going on. Charlotte, 
N.C.. received 81 column inches 
of publicity, more than any of the 
117 communities reporting. Birming
ham, Ala., placed an article rlmning 
into 38~t~ inches. Louisville, Ky., 
publicity was excellent in both white 
and Negro press. 

Many of the communities were 
stimulated to have exhibits this 
year, with the aid of the poster dis
tributed by Baha'i Press Service. 
There were 590 posters and 5,000 
statements distributed by this com
mittee. 

World Youth Day 
The observance of Baha'i World 

Youth Day on March 25, which orig
inated in the United States, is an 
annual event that affords an oppor
tunity for the youth to present their 
Faith to the public. This year it will 
be celebrated in the United States 
with public meetings, talks t panel 
discussions. forums, symposiums, 
and other ways that Baha'i youth 
can bring this Glorious Faith to the 
insight and understanding of youth 
throughout the world. 

"Society, Destiny, and Youl! 
The theme for this year, "Society, 

Destiny, and You," is one with 
many possibilities. Through the use 
of this theme, the National Baha'i 
Youth Day programs will be able 
to see and feel that what society 
m'U8t and will have is God's plan 
for the world, and naught else but 
His plan can solve the affairs per
turbing men's hearts in this aus
picious hour; that the materialism 
and racialism afflicting the world 
can only be extinguished through 
turning to God's plan for our unique 
age, and that no answer for the 
problems that face man can be 
found except the answer brought by 
the Divine Manifestation of this era, 
Baha'u'llah. 

Among the activities planned by 
the National Baha'i Youth Commit· 
tee is a World Youth Day Program 
in Foundation Hall at the Baha'i 
House of Worship in Wilmette, ID., 
on Sunday, March 23, at 4:15 p.m. 
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First Local Spiritual Assembly of tI,e BaM'is of Seremban, 
Malacca, Malaya, formed on April 21, 1957. 

''Mllgllily My ((luse" 
Repeatedly. each time more ur

gently, since the beginning of the 
World Crusade, the Guardian has 
called upon the individual Baha'i to 
arise to the challenge, to rally to the 
Divine standard, and to play his part 
during these fleeting years of the 
World Crusade, which he has 
likened, in its own particular signifi
cance, to the days of the martyrs. 

uIt is upon the individual believer, 
constituting the funda.mental u.nit in 
the structure of the Homefront, that 
the revitalization, the expansion., 
and the enrichment of the Home
iTont must uttimatety depend." Thus 
has Shoghi E.ffendi in his last, elo
quent message to the American 
Baha'is, of September 21, 1957, 
placed once more the mantle of re
sponsibility on the shoulders of 
every single Baha'i, even more firm· 
ly than before. 

What can an individual do? What 
ca.n one OT ttoO~ OT a very few tone 
Baha,7is in a community, do to unfurl 
the standard of the Teachings of 
Bahti'u'U<ih before the people among 
whom he lives and associates in his 
home town? Ways do unfold victori .. 
ously for those who, with courtesy 
and kindness as well as eagerness 
and audacity, stand ready and alert 
to avail themselves of opportunities, 
or to create opportunities. Here are 
just a -few examples from a number 
of stOTies BAHA'i NEWS receives that 
bring a heartwarming encourage
ment to all who labor on the Home 
Front. 

In Burlington, Vt., under Baha'i 
auspices, a panel discussion was 
held at the UniverSity of Vermont on 
the subject, "How Can Religion 
Counteract Conditions of a Failing 
World?" Participants included a 
Catholic priest, a Protestant min
ister. a rabbi, and a Baha'i. One 
point brought out in the discussion, 
before the audience of about 30 alert 
and interested people, was that 
Baha'is believe in religious unity, in 
contrast to the other viewpoints 
which clearly held with the preser
vation of the particular identity of 
their own religious group. The point 
was later published in the local 
newspaper as the essence of the 
meeting-which indicates the clarity 
with which the Baha'i viewpoint was 
expressed. Another result of the 
meeting was an invitation presented 
to Paul Meade, the participating 
Baha'i, to serve on a city-wide Com
mittee on Community Relations, de
signed to act against prejudice 
through education. 

Women'. Club Use. Bah~'1 Prayer 
In Lancaster t Pa., another city 

opened about a year ago, a single 
Baha'i, Mrs. Grace Behrens, was 
able to have the Baha'i lIPrayer for 
America" used at the November 
meeting of the Business and Profes~ 
sional Women's Club. 

University Group Learns of B.h,\'u'llolih 
From Peoria, 111., comes a thrill

ing accOlmt of a Baha'i student from 
iran on the campus of Bradley Uni
versity. Once a year the "Town and 
Gown Club" of Peoria, composed of 
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professional people in the field of 
education, law, medicine, and busi
ness, calls upon Professor Lew, 
counselor for foreign students at 
Bradley University, to present a 
foreign student program. This year 
Professor Lew called upon Khalil 
Khavari, Baha'i from l'ihran. Khalil 
expressed a desire to speak. on 
"Baha'u'll.ih and frim." Professor 
Lew, who has been frequently be
friended by the Baha'is of Peoria, 
readily accepted Khalil's request to 
speak on the Faith. 

Khalil was fourth on the program. 
His talk was simple, ·since he is not 
yet fluent in the English language. 
With a truly greateful heart he 
thanked Dr. Lew, a Buddhist and 
former Dean of the University of 
Nanking, for the opportunity and 
privilege of telling the members of 
the club about Baha'u'llah, what He 
had done for iran where, at the time 
of His coming, there was so much 
hatred between peoples of varying 
religious backgrounds. He asked 
those .present to pray that this lQve 
and unity which Baha'u'llah had 
welded from discordant groups 
might be expressed among all 
peoples of the world. His talk was 
so sincere, so filled with love of the 
Cause he espoused, that it ·seemed 
every heart was touched. 

Toward the close of the meeting, 
a young South American student on 
the program passed out an illus
trated pamphlet on Colombian cof
fee. This act prompted Khalil to 
arise and distribute the pamphlet 
One Universal Faith, done with such 
courtesy and friendliness that no one 
could help but accept it in the spirit 
in which it was given. Many people 
studied it with interest. Such re
marks as "I can accept all of this!" 
were heard. 

Another result of the talk-one 
member asked to bring her club 
group of about 300 to the Baha'i Cen
ter for a luncheon meeting to hear 
Khalil give this same talk. 

Let every. American Baha'i read 
again, and pray and ponder over the 
Beloved Guardian's last message: 
"Once again.---and this time mOTe 
fervently than ever before-I direct 
my plea to every single member of 
this stTenously laboring, cteaT...-vi
sioned, stout-heaTted, spiritually en
dowed commu.nity, every man and 
woman . . . not to allow, through 
apathy, timidity or complacency, 
this one remaining opportunity to be 
irretrievably lost. U 
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Crusade Goals, Many Others Achieved in Africa 

Since Opening of Ten-Year Crusade in 1953 

The objectives of the Ten-Year 
Crusade in Africa for which the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States was responsible were 
set forth by the beloved Guardian 
as follows: 

11 VirgiD areas to be opened: 
Canary Islands 
Cape Verde Islands 
French Somaliland 
French Togoland 
Mauritius Island 
Northern Territories Portectorate of the 

Gold Coast 
Portuguese Guinea 
Reunion Island 
St. Helena Island 
St Thomas Island 
Spanish Guinea 

Z areas already opened 1:0 be eonson.. 
daled: 

Liberia 
SouUl Africa 

Purchase of laDd for National EDdow
ment-South Africa 

Purchase of land for one Masbriqu· ... 
Adhkar-South Africa 

Establishment o.f a Regional NatioDal 
SpirItual Assembly-South Africa 

These goals, with the exception of 
the establishment of the Regional 
National Spiritual Assembly, were 
all accomplished by the end of 1954. 
All of the 11 virgin areas had been 
filled by July of the same year, In 
1953 there was one local spiritual as
sembly (Monrovia, Liberia) in one 
of the two areas designated for con
solidation, By April 1954 each of 
these areas had a local spiritual as
sembly. Two pieces of land, one for a 
Ma!!briqu'l-A<fukar and one for a Na
tional Endowment nearby were pur
chased late in 1954. The last goal, 
formation of a Regional National 
Spiritual Assembly, was accom
plished in April 1956. 

Between the end of 1954 and De
cember 1957 the achievements have 
been supplementary to the original 
goals, named above, with the follow
ing results: 

Virgin Areas 
Canary Islands 
Cape Verde Islands 
French SomaIiland 
French Togoland 
Mauritius Island 
Northern Territories 

Protectorate of the 
Gold Coast 

Reunion Island 

2 Assemblies 
1 Assembly 
1 Assembly 
2 Assemblies 
3 Assemblies 

1 Assembly 
1 Assembly & 
1 Group 

Areas For Consolidation 
Liberia: 2 Assemblies 

2 Groups 

Incorpora:tions: 
2 Assemblies 

Purchase 01 Land: 

2 Isolated 
centers 

5 acres purchased from Tribal Chief 
Union of South Africa: 

9 Assemblies 
40 Groups 

and isolated 
centers 

There were seven American pio
neers in Africa by April 1953, Dur
ing the following year 51 more Amer
icans went pioneering to Mrica. In 
the succeeding years the work has 
been supported by a total of approxi
mately 70 American believers. 

When the institution of the Hands 
of the Cause was augmented in 1954 
with the first Auxiliary Board of Afri
ca, four of these American pioneers 
were appointed as members. 

Every one of the pioneers has 
served tirelessly with dedication and 
sacrifice. It has been the example 
of their lives, fully as much as their 
tongues, which has won new recruits 
to the ever-growing ranks of Baha
Ju'Ilcih. When we consider the handi
caps of health, lack of money, and 
opposition which these valiant souls 
have faced, the accomplishments are 
indeed miracles. 

Inevitably some of these virgin 
goals, filled at the beginning of the 
Crusade, have been vacated from 
time to time during the years. The 
need now is for strengthening and 
consolidation. There is much to be 
done in all areas. As one pioneer has 
put it: "By 1963 we will have only 
just begun." 
- u. S. AFRICA TEACHING COM MITTEE 

Over 100 Share Stlldies, Fellowship 
at Yerrinbool Summer School 

The twenty-second annual Baha'i 
Summer School held at "Bolton 
Place," Yerrinbool, N.S.W., from 
December 28, 1957, to January 8, 
1958, was overshadowed by the as
cension of our beloved Guaridan, 
Shoghi Effendi. Each year has seen 
an increase in participants and this 
year 103 believers and friends came 
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together, drawn by the common 
bond of Bah .. 'i love and fellowship 
in their bereavement. 

The friends were delighted to have 
with them, for the duration of the 
School, Hands of the Cause Clara 
Dunn and Collis Featherstone. Mem
bers of the Auxiliary Board, Thelma 
Perks and Eric Bowes, were also in 
attendance, as well as believers from 
as far away as Samoa, Fiji, Queens
land, South Australia and Victoria. 
Increase in the number of youth 
over previous years was very evi
dent, and at one stage there were 
over 20 children Wlder the age of 14 
present, Each day the older youth 
conducted a class for these children. 

The gathered friends were sad
dened that for the first time in the 
history of the School no cable of 
greetings could be 's en t to our be
loved Guardian, and with the knowl
edge that a new era has dawned a 
loving cable was dispatched to the 
Hands of the Cause in the Holy Land. 

A high standard of lectures was 
maintained throughout, covering Ad
ministration (six sessions), Christ 
and Baha'u'llah (five sessions), and, 
such diverse subjects as the Minis
tries of Baha'u'llah and lAbdu'l-Bahit 
Social and Ethical Teachings, and 
the Unity of Religions. Although aft
ernoon sessions were left open on 
the program, by the end of the 
School only one or two were free! 
The attendants, eager to gain as 
much knowledge as they could, 
asked for special sessions, such as 
Impressions of the Holy Land, Work 
among the Aborigines, and Lite in 
the Fiji Islands. 

It wa-s pleasing to see so many of 
the youth taking part in the 
talks and chairing meetings. Israeli 
Raculi, the first Fijian to attend an 
Australian Summer School, brought 
us closer to our brothers and sisters 
in the Pacific, and with his rendi
tion of "Isa Lei" (the Fijian Fare
well Song), won the hearts of all 
the friends. A picture evening. 
which many of the local residents at
tended, was also thoroughly enjoyed. 

The real meaning of Baha'i fellow
ship and unity became more and 
more apparent as the School pro
gressed, and the renewed serious
ness with which the friends studied 
bore testimony to their awareness of 
the burden which now rests more 
firmly than ever upon the shoulders 
of each one of them. 

-KoALA NEWS 
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FiTst Local Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is of Las Vegas, 
Nevada, formed on April 21, 1957. 

planned by the Teaching Committee 
of the Las Vegas Baha'i community 
were equally inspirmg. The first one 
on Saturday afternoon was entitled 
"Fulfilling America's Spiritual Mi;' 
sion," with the subject matter from 
The Advent of Divine Justice, sup
plemented by other references care
fully gathered by Walter Wooten. 
Emphasis was placed upon the ne
cessity of Baha'is freeing themselves 
from the decadence and materialism 
of the present day and distinguishing 
themselves by those standards of con
duct and deeds called for in the 
Sacred Writings; until this is done 
our words and teaching efforts will 
have no effect. 

"Winter Weekend" In Las Vegas 
Stresses Deepening in Faith 

Taking advantage of the scheduled 
visit of Mrs. Florence V. Mayberry, 
member of the Auxiliary Board of 
the Hands of the Cause, the Baha'is 
of Las Vegas, Nev'J who elected their 
first Local Spiritual Assembly last 
Ri<;lvim (1957), planned a three·day 
"Winter Weekend" for December 21-
23, 1957, for intensive study and pub
lic teaching effort. The 19 who at
tended included a few souls from Cal
ifornia and Utah as well as Nevada 
believers. 

The weekend opened with a social 
gathering Friday evening arranged 
by the Baha'i youth, and closed Mon
day evening with a public meeting 
at which a youth panel presented a 
discussion on "Rewards of Living a 
Baha'i Life." One youth member, 
Carol Sherman, spoke from the stand
point of an enrolled Baha'i youth; 
another, Fenton Kay, gave his views 
on a youth preparing to enter the 
Faith. During this discussion many 
questions in the minds of youth who 
had shown only passive interest were 
brought out, discussed, and answered 
from the Writings of Baha'u'llah and 
cAbdu'l-Baha. 

Mrs. Florence V. Mayberry, mem
ber of the Auxiliary Board of the 
Hands of the Cause, present at the 
conference, was the featured speaker 
at a public meeting Saturday eve ... 
ning when ·she gave an illustrated 
lecture on "A Pilgrimage to Haifa." 
The following evening she held a 
meeting for Baha'is only, at which 
she spoke more intimately of her pil ... 
grimage and of affairs concerning the 

Baha'i world. 
Other public events consisted of a 

public meeting on Sunday afternoon 
at which Nazrullah Rassekh of Palo 
Alto, Calif., spoke on "Christ, Mu ... 
l}.ammad and Baha'u'llah." He spoke 
from the standpoint of one haVing 
been reared in the Islamic nation of 
fran, and his treatment of the sub .. 
ject was informative to the Baha'is 
as well as to the seekers. On Monday 
afternoon Mr. Rassekh gave an eight
minute interview on the local TV sta .. 
tion. This interview so aroused the 
interest of the cameraman, who 
asked many questions after the pro
gram, that he is now attending study 
classes. 

The classes during the weekend 

The Sunday and Monday classes 
were devoted to "The Seven Quali
fications of an Enlightened Soul," 
based on references from the Baha'i 
Writings compiled by members of the 
Las Vegas community. Following 
each reading Mrs. Mayberry directed 
lively discussion into orderly and con
structive channels. 

The report by the teaching commit
tee comments: "These classes were 
invaluable from the standpoint of in
creasing our capacity and under
standing, gaining a larger over-all 
knowledge of the Faith, and deepen
ing our reverence, humility p and love 
for this great Cause of God and each 
other .... The unity, love, and teach
ing impetus engendered by the "Win
ter Weekend" created an overwhelm
ing enthusiasm for making this a 
yearly event." 

Indian Service Committee Offers 

Heart-Warming Pioneer Experience 
To Baha'is in the teaching profession who are about to sign or renew con

tracts for next year, the American Indian Service Committee is ready to 
recommend localities where teaching positions may be applied for and 
where rich opporttmities for Indian contacts exist. A list of such localities 
will be furnished on request. Preference for location on a reservation or :in 
town may be indicated. 

At this time the American Indian Service Committee would like to re .. 
assure every sincere Baha!i who feels somewhat awed by the prospect of 
Indian teaching. Letters from pioneers constantly affirm the fact that living 
among the original Americans is a heart-warming experience, and offers an 
opportunity to shed those superficialities which so often complicate our lives 
today. Teaching is first and foremost Hliving the life," simply and lovingly, 
and moving in the as·sur·ance that "every soul which ariseth today to guide 
otheTS to the path of safety and infuse in them the Spirit or Life, the Holy 
Spirit will inspire .. with evidences, proofs and facts and the lights will 
shine upon it from the Kingdom of God." 
Write to Nancy Phillips, secretary; 736 Encanto Drive, S.E.; Phoenix, Ariz. 

-AMERICAN INDIAN SERVICE CoMMITI'EE 
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First Winter School in Saigon 
Attracts Baha'is of Five Nations 

Eight days of classes and evening 
discussions, from December 25, 1957, 
to January 1, 1958, the Feast of 
Honor, a public meeting, a tea, and 
a picnic comprised the program for 
the first Baha'i Winter School in Sai
gon, Vietnam, for believers from 
Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, Macau, 
and Vietnam. 

Every Baha'i from Central Viet
nam was able to attend all sessions, 
while others could come only on 
those days when their offices and 
businesses were closed. The daily at
tendance varied from 17 to 39 at the 
Feast of Honor, December 30,-not 
counting the children. 

There were several highlights 
throughout the week, but the most 
joyous occasion was the Feast at the 
home of Mr, and Mrs. Pierre Due, 
when two non-Baha'is from Trung 
Giang village, close relatives of the 
village chief, were received as be
lievers as they had been wanting to 
do for some days. 

The class sessions were each de
voted to a different subject, intro
duced by a speaker followed by ques
tions and answers. HWho is a 

Baha'i"!' ," "The History of the 
Faith," HThe Baha'i Economic Pro
gram," "Baha'i Administration," 
"The Baha'i Concept of God, Mind, 
Soul, and Spirit'" "The Covenant of 
Baha'u'llah and the Will and Testa
ment of 'Abdu'l-Bahil. "-these were 
the subjects for study and discus
sion, while other sessions were de
voted to consultation on the Six
Year Plan for South-E ast Asia and 
the teaching problems, plans, and 
methods in each of the countries 
represented. 

Nearly every evening the Baha'is 
gathered informally at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jamshed Fozdar to 
further discuss ways and means of 
spreading the Faith, and sometimes 
non-Baha'is joined them to hear 
about the Teachings and to see the 
slides and films shown by Miss 
Arden Thur. During these night ses
sions, and also during class periods, 
Dr. H. Ta'eed, Baha'i pioneer in 
Laos, frequently related incidents in 
the life of 'Abdu'l-Baha and of early 
Baha'i history, thus giving everyone 
a feeling of personal connection with 
the early days of the Cause and cre
ating an even stronger bond of unity 
among all. 

Thirty-seven persons attended the 
public meeting on Sunday evening at 

Bahd'is from Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, Macau, and Vietnam gathered at 
the home Of MT. and Mrs. Pierre Due in Saigon, Vietnam, faT the Feast of 
Honor during the first BaM'i WinteT Schoo! in Saigon, held fTom December 

25 to January 1. 
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which the two speakers, Ho Cau and 
Nguyen van Tri, discussed the sub
jects "The Oneness of Religion" and 
"The Pattern for World Unity." 

Articles on the school appeared in 
two prominent Vietnamese newspa
pers, in one of them on the front 
page. 

On the opening day a cablegram 
of greeting was sent from the school 
to the Hands of the Cause in the Holy 
Land, to which this reply came the 
following day: "Delighted evidences 
progress area so dear beloved 
Guardian's heart. Assure prayers 
Shrine success." 

The SUCcesses already achieved 
even before the school in South East 
Asia fired the friends with further 
determination to go out and complete 
the spiritual conquest of those areas 
and the immediate accomplishments 
of the goals of their Six-Year Plan. 

-PARVAfi FOZDAR 

Northern Alaskan Outpost Aflame 
Through Love of Devoted Pioneers 

On the northernmost tip of Alaska 
a point of land juts out into the Arc
tic Ocean. This is Point Barrow. 
where the Eskimo settlement of Bar
row is located. It is to this remote 
and icy outpost, touched by few hours 
of daylight, that the pioneer, Frances 
Wells, hastened in August of 1955 to 
fulfill the Guardian's plea to spread 
the teachings far and wide among 
the Eskimo people. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Alaska reports that Mrs. Wells has 
now turned over her four room home 
in BaTrow to the National Assembly, 
which she states is U a gift and token 
of my love and appreciation for the 
many believers who have helped me 
establish residence here. It is my 
heartfelt wish and desire that this 
humble home may be used a-s the 
Baha'i Center, as well as a residence 
for those Who will come after me 
dedicated to the Faith and service of 
spreading the Baha'i Teachings a
mong the Eskimo people here." 

The House of Power and Light 
How do the Eskimos feel about the 

Baha'is who have come to live 
among them? They have given the 
Barrow house an Eskimo name
Koumatikavik, which means "the 
house from which comes the power 
or the light." 
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Mable Amidon, Barrow Group 
Secretary, sends in the story: A 
young Eskimo man in the office 
where Frances Wells works had just 
delivered a sign for the office, and 
Frances expressed a desire to have 
one for her house. 

"rn be glad to make the sign," 
he said, "what do you wish to call 
it?!? She had no name in mind. The 
young man then conferred with 
other Eskimos in the office and after 
some discussion they arrived at a 
name: Koumatikavik; and a sign 
was made and placed beneath the 
light at the door. 

Crowds Throng to Hear Visiting Baha'I 
During her recent visit to Barrow, 

Florence Mayberry, Auxiliary Board 
Member, showed her slides on the 
Holy Land to a mothers' club, to the 
grade school children, and in the eve
ning to an overflowing crowd of 325 
at the local theater which the pio
neers had rented for this purpose. 

The group secretary sums up this 
history-making visit as follows: "We 
feel that the Barrow people as a 
whole were very happy over every
thing. Many hundreds of them now 
know that there is a Baha'i Faith 
-even those who attend nothing 
know, because something new 
sweeps over the entire village VeTY 

fast/' 
The Eskimos recently gave a token 

of their esteem to Frances Wells 
while she was attending a village 
election for members of the Council 
as an observer only. Members of the 
Council must be Eskimos. Mrs. Wells 
was asked to vote in the election, and 
since this privilege was unusual, she 
asked for the ap-proval of the pre
siding Council, who granted it. 

Bah" 'Is throughout the world may 
gratefully offer their prayers for the 
continuing strength and persever
ance of the pioneers who are devot
ing themselves at a difficult post 
with such singleness of purpose for 
the Cause of God among a people 
whom the beloved Guardian longed 
to see become an integral part of the 
Baha'i World Community. 

18th New Zealand School Offers 
Unusual Teaching Opportunity 

The New Zealand Baha'i Summer 
School was beld December 27, 1957 
-January 9, 1958, at New Plym-
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Uruguay Congress Welcomes Formation of New Group 

Seventeen members attended the Third Bahit'i Regional Congress held in 
Montevideo, Uruguay, on December 15, 1957. The event was made joyous by 
the acceptance of two new Baha'is into the Faith from the City of Juan 
Lacaze, which results in the formation of the first Baha'i group outside- the 
capital city of Uruguay. 

outh. It was the eighteenth sum
mer school, but it was historic in 
that it was the first held under the 
auspices of the newly formed Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of New 
Zealand. 

In addition to the regular courses, 
a class was held each morning for 
inquirers by Mrs. Brightwell, with 
assistants, on such topics as "Proph
ecy, Science, and Religion," and "In
vestigation of Truth," and evening 
lectures were given. 

The site of the Summer School 
was HOld House n on the slopes of 
Mount Egmont, commanding a mag
nificent panorama, and offering the 
joys of physical relaxation and com
munion with nature along with spir
itual refreshment. This was the first 
Baha'i school session held outside 
01 Auckland. 

Mayor Gives Official Welcome 

An unusual honor was granted the 
School in the official welcome given 
by the Mayor of New Plymouth, wbo 
wa's most sympathetic and under-

standing in his approach to the Faith 
and to those attending the School. 
He stated that he realized the 
Baha'is had the welfare of mankind 
at heart. 

There was ample opportunity for 
teaching work because of the num
ber of sight-seers who come to the 
mountain and who were enterta ined 
in the hostel by the Baha'!s. Bus 
drivers told their passengers that 
the Baha'is would provide tea at 
"Old House," and as a result of this 
many were given the BahitJi mes
sage. Even the weather cooperated 
by being cold and rainy part of the 
time so that the Baha'i "fireside" 
became very much appreciated by 
the visitors. Members of the School 
were also interviewed at a Fair be
ing held in the city before a large 
appreciative audience. 

A Kotahitanga, or Unity Day, was 
held as an invitation to all nation
alities to be guests of the school, and 
that evening Marjory Pepe Rau, a 
Maori, addressed the audience. 
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Alaskan National Assembly 
Appoints UN Observer 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
Alaska has announced the appoint
ment of Verne L. Stout as observer 
to the United Nations. Since the 
Alaska National Assembly has been 
registered with the UN Information 
Office, it can participate in the non
governmental activities of this body. 
Also announced is the appointment 
of Robert E. Moul as the Alaskan 
kan representative to the Intercon
tinental Conference to be held in Chi
cago, May 2-4. 

98 British Baha'is Attend 
National Teaching Conference 

The National Teaching Conference 
of the Baha'is of the British Isles 
was held on January 11-12, 1958, at 
Leeds. Ninety-eight people attended 
from all over Britain. 

Among the numeroq:s interesting 
sessions were those devoted to the in
creasing importance of the regional 
teaching committees·, th"e·.work in the 
Islands under the jurisdiction of the 
European and Asian Teaching Com
mittees, and the work on the home 
front. From these sessions two pio
neer offers resulted, one for the Is
lands, and one for the home front. 

The highlight of the Conference was 
the session given over to the Hand 
of the Cause, Has an B alyuzi, and the 
Auxiliary Board members. Mr. Bal
yuzi spoke of the recent development 
at the World Center of the Faith. 

All present were deeply moved by 
his words. The evening concluded 
with the showing of the film of 'Abdu
'l-Baha, and the reading of the talk 
given by the Master at this time. 

The next morning was given over 
to the National Spiritual Assembly, 
during which the Charter for the next 
five years, given uS by the beloved 
Guardian, was reviewed. The Confer-

ence then sent a cable to the Hands 
of the Cause in Haifa, assuring them 
of our loving support. 

The Conference ended with talks 
on the early history of the Faith, the 
Six-Year Plan in Britain, and the 
needs for today. We went away with 
a renewed sense of dedication. 

-PAT SINCLAIR 

Two Summer School Sessions 
Held in Central America 

Two Summer School sessions have 
recently been held in Central Amer
ica with encouraging success. One, 
from December 27 to 30, at Karbila, 
Honduras was at the beautiful ranch 
of Marcia Steward dedicated to the 
beloved Guardian, now being used as 
a Summer School for all of .Central 
America. 

Attendants included native believ
ers from Honduras and EI Salvador r 
and pioneers Ruth Yancey, Mar
got Miessler, Alan Pringle, George 
Haley and family, and Marcia Ste
ward. 

An innovation was a course on the 
History and Development of the Ro
man Catholic Church, a subject of 
great usefulness for Baha'is in this 
part of the world, where this religion 
has always been and still is a strong 
factor in the life of the people, Those 
attending this School came away 
highly inspired to carryon the work 
of the Baha'i World Crusade. 

The second Summer School was a 
weekend session held in "EI Re
fugio," EI Salvador, in a lovely and 
picturesque camp of the Government 
high in the pines near the Honduran 
border. 

Attendants included native believ
ers and contacts from EI Salvador, 
and pioneers Marjorie Stee Wadell, 
Jeanne Welsh Farrand, and Artmus 
Lamb. For most this was their first 
experience at a Baha'i Summer 
School, and all are now demanding 
more and longer sessions as the best 

way of understanding the Teachings 
and entering the warm and loving 
shelter of the Baha'i world family. 

Baha'i Holy Days Recognized 
By Paramus, N. L Schools 

The Baha'i Group of Paramus, 
N.J., has sent a copy of a letter from 
the Secretary of the Board of Edu· 
cation for Paramus which states: 
"The Board of Education adopted a 
resolution granting excused absences 
to children of the Baha'i World Faith 
on their religious holdiays." The four 
specified dates falling on school days 
were listed in the letter. 

This now brings to 46 the number 
of school systems recognizing the 
Baha'i Holy Days. 

-NATIONAL SPmrruAL AsSEMBLY 

Calendar of Events 
FEASTS 

March 21-Baha (Splendor) 
April 9-J alaI (Glory) 

DAYS OF FASTING 
March 2-21 

HOLY DAY 
Naw-Ruz (Baha'i New Year), 

March 21 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 

March 21, 22, 23 
~~{·0%:iJMt;}>;~:,,;. _____ _ 

Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

Weekday. 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
(Auditorium only) 

Sundays and Holidays 
10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
(Entire building) 

Service of Worship 
Sunday. 

3:30 p.m., lasting until 4:15. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 01 the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities 01 the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
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month preceding the date of issUe tor which it is intended. 
BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1957-58: Mrs. Eunice Braun., chair
man; Miss Charlotte Linfoot, se<::retary; Mr. Richard C. Thomas. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, illinois, U.S.A. 
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The Heart and Nerve Center 
of the Faith of Baha' u'liah 

A Message From the Hands of the Faith in the Holy Land 
to all National Spiritual Assemblies 

Dearly beloved Friends and Co-workers: 
This letter from the Custodians is long overdue; our 

thoughts have been with all the Assembly members 
constantly during this great period of trial and sorrow, 
and we have realized how heavy were your loads and 
how great the responsibility resting on you at this 
time, Our own problems, however, and the crushing 
sense of obligation to our beloved Guardian to carry 
on his work, have made it impossible to send a more 
detailed and intimate communication to you before 
this. 

'Ibree months have passed since our best beloved 
Guardian so suddenly left us - months of longing and 
heartbreak for all Baha'is! After the meeting of the 
Hands of the Faith in Bahji, a period of suffering and 
heart-searching so in tense that not one of them could 
ever endure to pass through it again, the work we had 
agreed to shoulder began. In our sorrow. our humility 
before the greatness of our task, we began to see the 
repeated evidences of the mercy of Baha'u'llili; in a 
truly miraculous way the endowments, properties, and 
funds registered in the name of our beloved Guardian 
have been protected and safely transferred to either 
the Custodians or other Baha'i bodies. 

Kampala Conference a Great Success 
The first of the mighty Intercontinental Conferences, 

planned by the beloved Guardian himself, was held 
in Kampala with great success; over 900 believers 
were present, well over half being African Baha'is; 
the sum of a hundred thousand pounds was raised for 
the purpose specified by the Guardian himself, thus 
insuring a far swifter advance in the work throughout 
the African continent; a most wonderful spirit of de
termination, rededication, consecration, and zeal was 
generated and spread to all the friends - whether 
African, Asian, European, or American. We cannot 
but marvel at the rorethought of the Guardian in call· 
ing for these five great Conferences to be held in the 

months after his passing. What a stimUlation they will 
provide to the work and what consolidation and in· 
spiration to the believers everywherel The sense of 
nearness to him, to his wishes and his work was very 
strong at Kampala, and we feel sure wlll be as strong 
or even stronger at the other Conferences. 

It is a great pity that the immense distances separ~ 
ating the Hands here at the World Center and the 
heavy expEnse of travel pTevent us from meeting with 
the various national assemblies or members of them; 
the Hands of the Faith themselves, as you know, were 
only able to foresee, for the time being, an annual 
meeting of all of them. Of course should an emergency 
arise they would gather at once, but barring this they 
felt the teaching work and other aspects of the World 
Crus ade should take precedence over everything else 
.in order to carry out the expressed wishes of our 
beloved Guardian and hasten the day when the work 
all over the world will have been so firmly laid that 
the supreme administrative body, the infinite blessing 
of Baha 'u'llah, the Supreme House of Justice, can 
be erected. 

In view of this, we particularly wish to call to your 
attention certain things that are, we feel, of supreme 
importance; our beloved Guardian gave 36 years of 
his life to the work of erecting Baha'u'llah's World 
Administrative Order; had he not felt such an urgency 
in carrying out this work he might be alive now; he 
alone saw the entire Plan, the world plan of the work 
as a mightly unit; how often he pointed out to us that 
the "heart" and "nerve center" of the Faith Was 
Haifa; that Baha'u'llah Himself had made it clear 
that here in the Holy Land would forever be united the 
Spiritual and the Administrative World Center; he 
guarded this Center (as had 'Abdu'I·Baha before him) 
with the greatest care, well knowing that a blow to the 
heart is felt in the remotest part of the body and that 
good circulation from the heart will keep the smallest 
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member of the body vital and in good 
health. We, daily occupied with the 
cares and worries of this World Cen
ter, are now gre a tly concerned Ie st 
any inadvertent act on our part or on 
the part of the present national and 
regional assemblies which form the 
bedrock of the future International 
House of Justice, should interrupt 
this smooth flow of spiritual circula
tion built up so wisely and pain
stakingly by our beloved Shoghi Ef
fendi. 

The Uncertainty of the Future 
We do not know what the future 

holds in store; by this we mean that 
the world situation is so precarious 
that as the Guardian so repeatedly 
pom'ted out, wars and disturbances 
of an unforeseen nature may break 
out and perhaps cut the World Cen· 
ter off from all or a part of the other 
Baha'i Centers temporarily; mean
time we have this mighty Plan, the 
last five years of it to vigorously 
prosecute; it can only be coordinated 
and directed from the World Center. 
To the degree to which we receive 
news and reports, minutes of your 
meetings, suggestions, etc" from all 
of you, as well as from other sources 
in the Baha'i world, to just that 
same degree will we be able to pro~ 
teet and promote the work of the 
Plan and safeguard the World Cen
ter. The blood must go on pumping 
in and out of this heart of our Faith. 

Responsibility to Hand. of the Cau.e 
Your responsibility is therefore 

very great -at this time, not only 
towards the believers whom you rep
resent. but towards us who are seek
ing to firmly gra sp and protect the 
world affairs of the Faith which are 
one of the most unique creations of 
the Guardian. It was his hand at the 
helm that preseTved uniformity in 
essentials whilst encouraging diver
sity in non-essentials. This is per
haps the greatest work that must 
now be carried on by us from this 
World Center. We cannot do it with
out your constant help t The recogni· 
tion of the friends everywhere of the 
nature and function of the World 
Center and the support its institu-

tions must receive will surely hasten 
the day when the Universal House 
of Justice can be formed and lighten 
its tasks. 

We therefore appeal to you to con
tinue in every way, uninterruptedly 
and as before the Beloved's passing, 
your communications with your 
World Center. Send us your minutes, 
(from which the Guardian gleaned 
much of his statistical information), 
your reports and your questions, so 
that we can help preserve the uni
form character of the Faith now es
tablished in over 250 territories. You 
and we must always bear in mind 
that :what inspires and unites the 
World Baha'i Community is the puJ
sating stream to and from one uni
versal point. With the World Center 
also lies the obligation of keeping 
up the statistics of the Faith and the 
maps and charts so dear to our be
loved Guardian's heart, and which 
were always such a source of joy 
and inspiration to the believers 
everywhere. The Guardian himself 
spoke in his last message to all Na
tional Conventions of "the Holy 
Land - the Qibljh of a world com
munity, the heart from which the 
energizing influences of a vivifying 
Faith continually stream, and the 
seat and center around which the 
diversified activities of a divinely 
appointed Administrative Order reo 
volve," 

In closing we ask you, one and all. 
to remember the Custodians in your 
prayers and supplications that we 
may be given the strength and in
spiration necessary to preserve the 
work for which our so dearly-loved 
Guardian saCTificed his entire life, 
and which, in the end, cost him his 
life. 

We in turn will pray for you all in 
the holy Shrines here. 

With warmest Baha'i love. 

(signed by) 
Mason Rerney 
U go Giachery 

Sh. 'Alil'i 
John Ferraby 

A. Furutan 

February 13, 1958 

Rul;tiyyih 
Amelia Collins 
Jalal Khilzeh 
Faizl 

Commentary by U. S. National Spiritual Assembly 

Beloved Friends: 
The letter addressed to all national 

assemblies by the Baha'i Hands of 

the Cause in the Holy Land renews 
our understanding of the vital im
portance of Haifa as the heart of the 
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Baha'i community- its spiritual and 
administrative world center. 

"He (the Guardian) guarded the 
Center, (as had 'Abdu'l-Baha before 
him) with the greatest care, well 
knowing that a blow to the heart is 
felt in the remotest part of the body 
and that good circulation from the 
heart will keep the smallest member 
of the body vital and in good health." 

The nine Hands as Custodians like
wise in this communication estab
lished their relationship more intima
tely and firmly with the various na
tional bodies. "Your responsibility is 
therefore very great ,at this time not 
only toward the believers whom you 
represent, but toward us who are 
seeking to firmly grasp and protect 
the world affairs of the Faith which 
are one of the most unique creations 
of the Guardian. It was his hand at 
the helm that preserved uniformity 
in essentials whilst encouraging di
versity in non-essentials. This is per
haps the greatest work that must 
now be carried on by us from the 
World Center," 

With strength and courage at our 
World Center, the local communities 
and individual believers may press 
forward now in Baha'i service as 
they did while the Guardian held 
aloft the beacon light illuminating 
the Baha'i world. 

-NATIONAL SpmlTUAL ASSEMBLY 

2500 Baha'is Attend Conferences 

in 41 U. S. Cities in February 
More than 2,500 believers attended 

the conferences called by the U.S. 
National Spiritual Assembly in 41 
centers throughout the United St>ates 
during the period between February 
15 and 23, and this in spite of the 
fact that unusually stormy winter 
weather prevailed in a number of 
places. 

The primary purpose of these con
ferences, conducted by the Hands of 
the Cause, members of the Auxiliary 
Bo'ards, and members of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly, was to re
invigorate the American Baha'i com
munity as a whole and to produce 
maximum response to the Guard
ian's appeal for pioneer settlement, 
the establishment of new centers and 
the multiplication of the number of 
Baha'is in the United States. In ad
dition they aimed to strengthen the 



Above is a view of the site of the 
Mag,riqu'I-A<ilYkur near Sydney, 
Australia, befoTe the clearing of the 

land. 

To the Tight is shown the progress 
in the excavation jor the foundation 
as it appeared on February 15, 1958. 

spirit of assurance, confidence, 
unity, dedication, and understanding 
so necessary to orient ourselves to 
the new era in the Cause resulting 
from the sudden passing of the IISign 
of God on earth. t, 

Not only the conference leaders, 
but a number of assemblies and in
dividual Baha'is have expressed their 
gratitude and satisfaction with these 
IIleetings because of the clearer 
understanding acquired concerning 
the continuing guidance of the Faith, 
their greater awareness of the im
mediate needs of the World Crusade, 
and their resolve to meet them. 

One believer stated that he could 
not recall any other occasion when 
the believers left a conference so 
spirited, completely assured, and 
confident that the challenges con
fronting the BahitJis will be met with 
success, which will aid in hastening 
the establishment of the Universal 
House of Justice. 

The chief objective of the Ameri~ 
can Hands of the Cause and the Na~ 
tional Spiritual Assembly in holding 
the total number of 70 conferences 
during the current Baha'i year has 
been to rally all the friends to a true 
sense of dedication and determina~ 

= 
Begin Construction 

of Baha'i Temple 

in Australia 

tion to insure the resounding success 
of the tasks allocated by the beloved 
Guardian to -the American believers 
in the World Crusade, at home and 
abroad. The number and magnitude 
of our achievements in the years im~ 
mediately ahead will be the measure 
of our gratitude to Baha'u'llah for 
the unerring guidance of Shoghi Ef· 
fendi, who sacrificed his all that we, 
the believers, might taste the spir
itual victories of the Divine Plan. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

U. S. Convention, Conference 
Final Reminder 

Baha'is who plan to attend the 
Fiftieth Annual Baha'i Convention in 
Wilmette, Illinois, and the Intercon
tinental Baha'i Conference in Chi
cago, are reminded once more to 
bring their current Baha'i identifica
tion cards with them and to present 
them when registering. 

Members of communities having 
spiritual ,assemblies should ask their 
secretaries for their cards, while 
members of Baha'i groups and iso~ 

lated believers should write to the 
National Baha'i Administrative Head
quarters for their cards. No Baha'i 
should invite any non-Baha'i to either 
event. Both are for enrolled believers 
only. 

The dates of the two events are: 

The Convention - April 29, 30, 
and May 1 

The Conference - May 2, 3, and 
4 

Foundation Hall of the Baha'i 
House of Worship will be open Mon
day evening, April 28, for registra
tion and for meeting other friends. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Contributions to the Holy Land 
The U. S. National Spiritual As

sembly informs the friends that any 
believer who desires to contribute di~ 
rectly to Haifa for the international 
work of the Faith should make the 
check or postal order payable to 
"The Baha'i Custodians' Fund." The 
address is P. O. Box 155, Haifa, 
Israel. 
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Part 2 

It is an education in divinity to 
read Baha'u'ltah's prayers. He main
tains the unique na lure of God, the 
ulter impossibility of any creature 
approaching or comprehending Him, 
in a clear and graphic manner. The 
unseen God of Moses; the "Father" 
of Christ, Whom none cometh to but 
through the Son; the One of Whom 
MuJ.tammad so beautifully said: 
"Eyes see Him not but He sees the 
eyes," is exalted, one might say, to 
unimaginable heights by Him. "Thou 
art He Whom all things worship and 
Who worshipeth no one, Who is the 
Lord of all things and the vassal of 
none, Who knoweth all things and 
is known of none." uFrom ever
lasting Thou hast existed alone 
with no one else beside Thee, and 
wilt, to everlasting, continue to re
main the same, in the sublimity of 
Thine essence and the inaccessible 
heights of Thy glory," He declares. 
In a short and wonderful prayer He 
solemnly sets forth the fundamental 
doctrine of the nature of God with a 
lucidity and power that would, in any 
past dispensation, have gained it 
first place in the dogmas of the 
church: 

"God testifieth to the unity of His 
Godhood and to the singleness of His 
own Being. On the throne of eternity, 
from the inaccessible heights of His 
station, His tongue proclaimeth that 
there is none other God but Him. He 
Himself, independently of all else, 
hath ever been a witness unto His 
own oneness. the revealer of His 
own nature, the glorifier of His own 
essence. He. verily, is the All-Pow
erful, the Almighty r the Beauteous. 

"He is supreme over His servants, 
and standeth over His creatures. In 
His hand is the source of authority 
and truth. He maketh men alive by 
His signs, and causeth them to die 
through His wrath. He shall not be 
asked of His doings and His might 
is equal unto all things. He is the 
Potent, the All-Subduing. He holdeth 
within His grasp the empire of all 
things, and on His right hand is fixed 
the Kingdom of His Revelation. His 
power, verily, embraceth the whole 
of creation. Victory and overlord
ship are His; all might and dominion 
are His; all glory and greatness are 
His. He, of a truth, is the All-Glori
ous, the Most Powerful, the 
Unconditioned. " 

Attribute. of Godhead 
The HUnconditioned." That one 

word provides ample food for 
thought. Some of the adjectives 
Baha'u'llah uses for the Godhead are 
most striking and seem to plow up 
our minds and prepare them for an 
infinitely deeper and richer concept 
of the One on Whom we depend for 
everything we have, be it physical 
or spiritual. For instance: "0 God 
Who art the Author of all Manifes
tations .. .the Fountain-Head of all 
Revelations, and the Well-Spring of 
all Lights." As words are the tools 
of men's thoughts, they are tremen
dously important. The "Well-Spring 
of all Lights," though by another way 
of saying, that all the Prophets are 
generated by God, presents a tre
mendous mental picture to a man 
who has studied something of mod
-ern astronomy, of a universe which 
is light Upon light, of matter which 
itself is the stuff of which light is 
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made. Compare the mental picture 
this phrase conjures up with that of 
an anthropomorphic God, bearded, 
stern and much like a human grand
father, who created the world in six 
days and took a rest on the seventh! 
Though no doubt when that meta
phor was propounded it opened up 
men's minds to a new and wider 
concept of the Divinity. A being Who 
could do all that in six days was 
worthy of worship and to be strictly 
obeyed! 

Baha'u'll3.h calls God "The Pitier 
of thralls," "The Pitier of the down
trodden, " "the Help in peril," "the 
Great Giver," "The Restorer"
words which sink into our hearts 
these dark days with an added com
fort as we see so .many of our fellow
men downtrodden, in deadly danger, 
despoiled and broken. He tells us 
that this I 'King of Kings," this 
"Quickener of every mouldermg 
bone, " this "Enligh tener of all crea
tion" Who is the "Lord of all man
kind" and the "Lord of the Judgment 
Day" is the One "Whom 'fWthing 
whatsoever can frustrate." Such a 
God will right all wrongs and rule 
the world for the good of man! 
Grievous, on the other hand, as are 
our sins, as testified by these word·s: 
"Wert Thou to regard Thy servants 
according to their deserts . . . they 
would assuredly merit naught except 
Thy chastisement ... rr He yet as
sures us, in the words He addresses 
to God, that: HAll the atoms of the 
earth testify that Thou art the Ever
Forgiving, the Benevolent, the Great 
Giver ... )' and that "the whole uni
verse test'ifieth to Thy generosity." 
Even though He be the Lord "Whose 
strength is immense, Whose decree 
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is terrible," yet we can confidently 
turn to Him, and, in Baha'u'lhili's 
words declare: "A drop out of the 
ocean of Thy mercy sufficeth to 
quench the flames of hell, and a 
spark of fire of Thy love is enough 
to set ablaze a whole world. n 

Our world is steadily sinking into 
ruin. We have waxed proud and for
gotten our God-as many a people 
has before us to its soul's undoing
and turned away from Him, disbe
lieved in Him, followed proudly our 
own fancies and desires. No Being 
that was not such a Being as Baha~ 
'u'llah depicts would still hold open 
His door to us! Aod yet in how many 
passages such as these the way 
back, the way we once trod but have 
now, for the most part, forgotten, 
is pointed out to us and words placed 
in our mouths that are food for our 
sick hearts and souls: uClean-se me 
with the waters of Thy Mercy, 0 
my Lord, and make me wholly 
Thine ... " HI am all wretchedness, 
o my Lord, and Thou art the Most 
Powerful, the Almighty!" "Thy 
Might, in truth, is equal to all 
things t r, C 'Whosoever has recognized 
Thee will turn to none save Thee, 
and will seek for naught else except 
Thyself." uHelp me to guard the 
pearl of Thy love, which by Thy de
cree, Thou hast enshrined in my 
heart." "Many a chilled heart, 0 my 
God, hath been set ablaze with the 
fire of Thy Cause, and many a slum
berer hath been awakened by the 
sweetne s s of Thy voice." 

Obligatory Prayers 
Of such stuff as these is the treas

ury of prayers which Baha 'u'llah has 
left us. They are suited to the child 
before he goes to sleep at night, to 
the mystic, to the busy man of prac
tical outlook, to the devout. An in
stance of the comprehension and 
tolerance with which He viewed hu
man nature is the fact that He 
revealed a choice of three daily, and 
obligatory, prayers. While imposing 
on men the obligation of turning to 
their Creator once. at least, during 
every day. He provided a means of 
doing so suited to widely different 
natures. One takes about thirty sec
onds to recite and is to be said at 
the hour of noon; one is longer and 
is to be used three times during the 
day; and the third is very long and 
profound, accompanied by many 
genufiexions, and may be used any 
time during the twenty-four hours of 
the day. The Divine Physician pro-

vided us with what we might call a 
spiritual polish with which to 
brighten our hearts. We need this 
renewal which comes through turn
ing to the Sun of Eternal Truth-as 
every bird and beast, be it ever 'So 
humble, responds to the light of the 
physical sun at dawn-but he gave 
latitude to the individual state of de
velopment and temperament. 

Some Westerners have found the 
long Daily Prayer very strange; no 
doubt this is because the present 
generation has ceased to feel inti
mate with its God. For a man to 
stand alone in his room and stretch 
his arms out to nothingness, or kneel 
down before a blank wall, in the 
midst of familiar objects, seems to 
him wmatural and even foolish. This 
is because he has lost the sense of 
the "living God". God. far from be
ing to him, as the Qur'an says, 
"nearer than his life's vein", has 
become more of an X in some vast 
equation. And yet men that we 
honor and men that we long to emu
late have not felt shy before their 
God. Many a burly crusader koelt 
on the stones of Jerusalem where he 
felt His Lord's feet might have trod, 
and the Pilgrim Fathers did not feel 
self-conscious on their knees when 
turning to the God who had led them 
to a new and freer homeland. The 
prayers of Baha'u'llah will help lead 
us back. to that warm sense of the 
reality and nearness of God, through 
use. He makes no compulsion, He 
takes our hand and guides us into 
the safe road trodden by our fore
fathers. 

The Extreme of Adversity 
No survey, however cursory and 

inadequate, of His Prayers would be 
complete without quoting one of the 
most passionate and moving of them 
all, one associated with probably the 
saddest hours of His whole life. After 
His banishment from Persia to 'Iraq 
the initial signs of envy and hatred 
began to be apparent from His 
younger brother, Mirza Yal).ya. In 
order to avoid open rupture and the 
consequent humiliation of the Faith 
in the eyes of the non-believers, 
Baha'u'llah retired for two years to 
the wilderness of Kurdistan and 
lived, unknown, as a dervish amongst 
its people. During His absence the 
si tua tion, far from improving, now 
that the field was left open and un
contested to Mirza YaQ-ya, steadily 
deteriorated. Shameful acts took 
place and conditions became so a-
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cute that the believers sent a mes
senger in search of Baha'u'llah to re
port to Him and beseech His return. 
Reluctantly He turned His face to
wards Bagl>dad. He was going back 
to mount the helm; storms lay ahead 
of Him of a severity and bitterness 
no other Prophet had ever known; 
behind Him, once and for all, He 
left a measure of peace and seclu
sion. For two years He had com
muned with His own soul. He had 
written wonderful poems and re
vealed beautiful pr ayers and trea
tises. Now He headed back into the 
inky blackoess of an implacable 
hatred and jealousy, where attempts 
against His very life were to be plot
ted and even prove partially success
ful. As He tramped along through 
the wilderness, beautiful in its dress 
of spring, the messenger that had 
gone to fetch Him back testified that 
He chanted over and over again this 
prayer. It rolled forth like thunder 
from His agonized heart:-

"0 God, my God! Be Thou not far 
from me, for tribulation upon tri .. 
ulation hath gathered about me. 0 
God, my God! Leave me not to my
sel!, for the extreme of adversity 
hath come upon me. Out of the pure 
milk, drawn from the breasts of Thy 
loving-kindness, give me to drink, for 
my thirst hath utterly consumed me. 
Beneath the shadow of the wings of 
Thy mercy shelter me, for all mine 
adversaries with one consent have 
fallen upon me. Keep me near to 
the throne of Thy majesty, face to 
face with the revelations of the signs 
of Thy glory, for wretchedness hath 
grievously touched me. With the 
fruits of the tree of Thine Eternity 
nourish me, for utter-most weakness 
hath overtaken me. From the cups 
of joy, proffered by the hands of Thy 
tender mercies, feed me, for mani
fold sorrows have laid mighty hold 
upon me. With the broidered robe of 
Thine omnipotent sovereignty attire 
me, for poverty hath altogether de
spoiled me. Lulled by the cooing of 
the Dove of Thine Eternity, suffer 
me to sleep, for woes at their black
est have befallen me. Before the 
throne of Thy oneness, amid the blaze 
of the beauty of Thy countenence, 
cause me to abide, for fear and 
trembling have violently crushed me. 
Beneath the ocean of Thy forgive
ness, faced with restlessness of the 
levia than of glory, immerse me, for 
my sins have utterly doomed me." 

-Reprinted from WORLD ORDER 
MAGAZINE, November 1943 
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U. S. National Assembly Survey Urges Increased Response 
to Guardian's Last Appeal for Resurgence of Pioneer Spirit 

"The spirit that sent forth, not so 
long ago, , . so many pioneers to such 
remote ,areas of the globe, must at 
all costs be recaptured, for the two-
fold purpose of swelling the number 
and of insuring the continual flow, 
of pioneers, so essential for the safe
guarding of the prizes won in the 
course of the s'everal compaigns of 
a world-girdling Crusade. . . . ." 
(Message from the Guardi<ln to 
the American Baha'is, September 
21, 1957.) 

In the October issue of BAHA'I 
NEWS, the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the United States reported the 
number of American pioneers serv
ing abroad as of September I, 1957. 
- 'a total of 317 - representing an 
increase of 31 in the preceding four 
months. What has been the response 
to the beloved Guardian's last appeal 
since that time? 

Twenty-three pioneers joined the 
ranks between September 1 and Jan
uary 1 1958, distributed las follows: 
Africa - a; Asia - 2 and 1 youth; 
Europe - 7; Latin America - 10. 

Subtracting those who have been 
obliged to leave their posts for var
ious reasons, there were on January 
1, 1958, a total of 314 Uni1ed States 
pioneers abroad in the various World 
Crusade areas: Africa-68; Asia--49, 
including one youth; Europe-48; 
Latin America-149, including 4 
youth. These figures have changed 
only slightly since January, hence 
"the continual flow" has not yet suf
ficiently increased. The need is ur
gent. Several virgin goals are now 
without American pioneers-a few 
without any pioneers or enrolled 
Babit'is-and .these must be filled 
with maximwn speed. 

The various intercontinental teach
ing committees are waiting and 
eager to assist any who can free 
themselves to undertake the most 
meritorious of all services to the 
World Crusade. 

Homefront Gains Disappointing 
What about the homefront? There 

has been a great surge of movement 
by the believers within the United 
States, but what are the results in 
terms of new centers opened:-

Between August 1 'and January 31, 

Baha. 'Is moved into 176 new localities 
where there were no resident be
lievers at the time, but during the 
same period 164 centers were lost by 
reason of the only resident Baha'is 
leaving, some after remaining only 
a few weeks, resulting in a net gain 
of only 12 new centers to January 31. 
In many cases the move was neces
sary for business or employment rea
sons, and in some cases the believers 
who moved from these isolated areas 
re-settled in localities where there 
were already very small groups or 
communities, thus adding strength to 
the established centers, but far too 
many simply moved to another iso
lated area without -consideration of 
the homefront go als. 

The National Spiritual Assembly 
again appeals to ,the believers who 
can disperse to consider first the 
small communities needing one or 
two settle:rs to enable them to hold, 
restore, or establish their assembly 
status. The Guide for Dispersal dis
tributed with the October 1957 BAHA'i 
NEWS lists most of the localities 
where help is needed, but there are 
others. Most of the area teaching 
committees have compiled valuable 
data about these commWlities, in
cluding employment possibilities, 
schools, climate, etc., and this is 
available to any prospective pioneer 
or settler. 

The Baba'i communities having 15 
Or more members are still the main 
reservoir for all Crusade objectives 
at home and abroad, particularly for 
pioneers. When will the veritable 
exodus called for by the beloved 
Guardian since 1954 truly begin? 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Announ(e Dates of Frankfurt 
Inter(ontinental (onferen(e 

The fourth Intercontinental Confer
ence is scheduled to be held at 
Frankfurt/Main, Germany, at the 
Gesellschaftshaus am Zoo, from July 
25 to July 29, 1958. It is with great 
and joyful anticipation thaJt the Na
tional Assembly looks forward to 
meeting as many as possible of the 
friends from all over the world. 

This will be the height of the tour
ist season in Europe, a season which 
will be doubly active because of the 
World Fair at Bruxelles, Belgiwn, 
and an Esperanto Congress in the 
Frankfurt area a few days after the 
close of our Conference. 

There is no doubt that these events 
will offer unforeseen opportunities 
for proclaiming the Cause. At the 
same time, however, this activity 
calls for a greater measure of ad
vance planning and scheduling if the 

View southward from the A~aska Temple site, located on De Arffloun Road, 
about eight miles south of Anchorage. 
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Baha'is and friends at the first Bahci'i marriage in San Marino to be given 
legal recognition by the government. 

Conference is to be held in that at
mosphere of dignity, high resolve, 
and ·accomplishment so vital to the 
prestige and the fair name of our 
beloved Faith. 

The National Assembly of Ger
many and Austria has asked each 
national assembly to extend assist
ance to the Frankfurt Conference 
Committee in estimating the number 
of friends who plan to attend. 

Arrangements are being made by 
the Conference Committee with the 
Frankfurt tourist traffic authori
ties at Frankfurt/M. Hauptbahnhof 
(Main Station) for a central clearing 
and reception point, through which 
all incoming friends will be immed~ 
ialely assigned to their hotels and 
private rooms. 

The various national assemblies 
will be inform ed regularly a bout the 
progress of Conference registrations, 
program points, and other organiza
tional news which may be of value 
to friends who plan to participate. 

All Baha'is coming to the Frank
furt Conference must carry proper 
national assembly credentials. These 
are an absolute prerequisite for Con
ference ·attendance. 

Hands of Cause in Asia Appoi nt 
New Auxiliary Board Members 

The Hands of the Cause of God in 
Asia have announced the appoint
ment of two new members to their 
Auxiliary Board: Mrs. Mamie Seto 
of Hongkong, and William Maxwell 
of Korea. 

San Marino Recognizes 
A Baha'i Marriage 

Baha'is of San Marino have been 
successful in obtaining legal recogni
tion of a Baha'i marriage performed 
there on December 28, 1957, at the 
home of the resident pioneers, Mr. 
and Mrs. Shorab Payman. 

Until two days before the cere
mony the difficulties toward obtaio
ing legal recognition seemed unsur
mountable. Although the families of 
the bride and groom had arrived, it 
seemed inevitable that the marriage 
must be postponed. Then, after an 
evening of prayer by the assembled 
friends, the obstacles vanished and 
the necessary approval was given. 

This does not mean that the Baha'i 
Faith is recognized in San Marino, 
but the government has accepted the 
Italo-Swiss National Spiritual As
'sembly as "competent authority," 
and its Vice-Chairman, Fritz Semle 
of Wolfhalden, Switzerland, as hav
iog the faculty to perform the mar
riage. The Ufficiale della Stato Civile 
(Civil Officer), one of the heads of 
the government, attended the wed
ding ceremony as representative of 
the government; also the Capo della 
Gendarmeria (Head of Police) was 
present. 

San Marina, the oldest and one of 
the smallest republics, situated !in 
the heart of Italy, is a World Cru
sade goal of the Italo-Swiss National 
Assembly. Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Banani1 for whom the marriage was 
performed, made the occasion of 
their wedding an opportunity to in~ 
form those in the Catholic Christian 
Democratic government of San Ma-
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rino of the Baha'i Faith. The non
Baha'is present at this occasion 
spoke of the beauty of the prayers, 
the evident spiritual atmosphere, 
and the warm, loving hospitality of. 
fered them. 

Canada Secures Temple Site 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

of Canada has announced the pur
chase of the ground on which will be 
erected the Mother Temple of Can
ada, a .clear title having been obtain
ed on January 16, 1958. The site 
comprises a parcel of four acres of 
land, ideally located at Bayview 
Avenue on Cummer Avenue. Bay
view is a through-traffic artery ~ 
north of Toronto, and the Assembly 
feels sure that it complies with 
Shoghi Effendi's directives and de
sire regarding this project. 

The Assembly states: ~~It is our 
regret that so much time has gone 
by since our beloved Guardian gave 
us this objective and assignment. 
For so long, various adverse and un
controllable circumstances develop
ed to delay the conclusion of our 
negotiations." 

Central America Convention 
To Be Held in Guatemala 

The Annual Convention of the 
Baha'is of Central America and Mex
ico will be held in the city of Gua te
mala, Guatemala, from April 24 to 
27, 1958, thus allowing time to attend 
the U. S. Convention and the inter
continental Conference in Chicago. 

The Central America Convention 
will stress the Indian work, so em
phasized by the Guardian io the 
months before his passiog. The usual 
public meeting will be dedicated to 
the Indians, and Indian leaders are 
beiog iovited to take part in the 
program. 

One evening will be set aside in 
memory of the beloved Guardian. 

On the day following the Conven
tion, all those who are able will go to 
Chich1castenango to inaugurate the 
new Baha'i Indian Institute there. 

It is hoped that many visitors from 
other countries will attend this 
unique Convention held in .the lovely 
and picturesque setting of Guate
mala. 
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Five More Countries Report Baha'i Schools 

Held in December-January Period 

With the variations in seasons 
around the globe, BahO.'i Summer 
Schools are in session in some part 
of the world almost the year around. 
In the Northern Hemisphere Winter 
Schools are also frequently held for 
youth during ,their winter vacation 
period. 

Several years ago the beloved 
Guardian commented on Baha'I 
Schools in the May 1941 issue of 
BAHA'i NEWS: "It is very interest
ing to follow up the development 
these institutions make from year to 
year and the way they attrad!: at
tention more and more. Before long 
... they will become powerful 'and 
wen··established organizations that 
will train innumerable young men 
and women to go out into the world 
and spread the message of BahO.
'u'llah. H 

Students from the GreateT and Lesser AntiUes taking part 
in the first International Baha'i School at Cuidad TrujiUo 

on December 31. 

Today many pioneer teachers in 
the World Crusade are among the 
spiritual frums of these schools. 
Since the opening of the Ten-Year 
Plan the number of Baha', Schools 
held has been considerably in
creased, foreshadowing 'a rich har
vest of Baha'i scholars and ,teachers 
for the future. 1n March, BAHA'i 
NEWS reported Schools held dur
ing the Decem ber-J anuary period in 

Vietnam, New Zealand, Honduras, 
Australia, and EI Salvador. Since 
then many new reports have come 
to amplify the world-wide picture of 
these beginning Baha'i educational 
institutions. 

Jt.lo-Swiss School AHTacts Youth 
From Six Countries 

For the 35 students coming from 

Italo.Swiss Winter School, held at "Les Diablerets," (Vaud), Switzerland, 
on December 26 to January 5. 

six European countries to the Win
ter School in c~Les Diablerets," 
(Vaud), Switzerland, during the win
ter holidays of December 26 to Jan
uary 5, it was a warmly inspiring 
ten days. Daytime sessions were 
based upon The Dispensation of 
Bahd'u'Uah J with eager participation 
from everyone present through the 
guidance of the teacher, Mr. Joel 
Marangella, Auxiliary Board mem
ber for Europe. The evening ses
sions were largely devoted to the 
Guardian's works, and to his last 
message, which was carefully re
viewed. 

Caterina Bosio, who sent the re
port, comments: HAttending this 
school was a joyful experience. The 
beautiful, sunny days spent skiing, 
skating, and in long walks will live 
brightly in memory; and the eve
nings passed in 'a wonderful at
mosphere of togetherness that will 
long warm the hearts of those par
ticipating in this third Italo-Swiss 
Baha ti Youth Winter SchooL" 

Greater Antilles Holds Rrst 
International Baha'I School 

The Baha'i School of the Greater 
Antilles, held in the National J:la.#. 



~""HA'I NEWS 

Summer School at HKarbihi," neaT Tegucigalpa" Honduras, 
December 26-29, 1957, which was reported in BAHA'f NEWS 

for March, page 20. 

ratu'l-Quds in Ciudad Trujillo, Do
minican Republic, at the end of De
cember, chose the Covenant as a 
theme for their study. Students came 
from J'amaica, Hairti, Virgin Is· 
lands, along with the Dominican Re
public and two visitors from Madrid, 
Spain. A second International Baha'i 
School session is planned to follow 
the forthcoming National Conven. 
tion in April. Students have been in. 
vited from the home island countries 
of Cuba, Jamaica, Haiti, and Do
minican Republic, as well as from 

the virgin and consolidation island 
areas under the care of the Greater 
Antilles National Assembly: Marti
nique, Bermuda, Virgin Islands, 
Windward and Leeward Islands, 
Bahama Islands, and the Dutch East 
Indies. Four major languages and 
numerous local dialects are spoken 
in this terri tory. 

German Wi nler School 
Held in Black Forest 

The German Winter School for 
youth was held on beautiful, snowy 

t 

Mount Schauinsland in the southern 
Black Forest from December 26, 
1957, to January 4, 1958, with about 
90 attendants, 30 of whom were non~ 
Baha'is, representing Arabia, Persia, 
Austria, Switzerland, Norway, Ice-
land, England, and Germany. The 
two teachers were Dr. Hermann 
Grossmann, Hand of the Cause, and 
Martin Ailf; the general theme was 
j <Religion and Man in the Machine 
Age." 

Hand of Cause Presides 

Over South East Asia School 

Dr. R. Muhijir, Hand of the Cause, 
presided over the first Summer 
School for South East Asia held in 
Malacca, Malaya, December 27 to 
29. In addition to several pioneer 
teachers who were present, the Lo
cal Assemblies of Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur, Seremban, and Malacca 
participated. The sessions were de-
voted especially to consulting on 
ways of achieving the various goals 
for this area, including the purchase 
of suitable pieces of land in Singa~ 
pore, in Malacca, and also land for 
Baha'i Burial Grounds; permisSion 
from Boards of Education for ex~ 
emption of Baha'i children on their 
Holy Days; opening of 12 new cen
ters in Malaya, with special atten
tion to native tribes of the Federa .. 
tion; and teaching programs for the 
educating of children, youth, and the 
deepening of all Baha'is toward their 
development as Baha'i teachers. 

Winter Schoo! of the German Bahli', y01lth, he!d in the Black Forest from December 26 to January 4. In the 
center is Dr. Hermann Grossmann, Hand of the Cause. 
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First Mexico Teaching Congress Pledges 

Obedience and Loyalty to Hands of Faith 

The first Teaching Congress of the 
Baha'is of Mexico, scheduled for De
cember 7 and 8, 1957, and dedicated 
to the goals of the Six-Year Plan 
given to Latin America by the 
Guardian, took place when the "su
preme test" of the loss of our be
loved Guardian was being most 
acutely felt. 

The gathering of the friends from 
Puebla, Monterrey,' Guadalajar·a, 
Culiacan, and the Federal District of 
Mexico in the ~al'iratu'l-Quds of 
Mexico City the first evening was, 
for many, the first opportunity to 
meet. 

The National Teaching Committee 
of Mexico states: "In the short time 
which had elapsed since the passing 
of the Guardian, we had been shaken 
by inexpressible grief. Our coming 
together was our joy. It was felt that 
by complete unity and dedication we 
could not only go on, but surpass 
our previous efforts to labor for the 
fulfillment of the 'goals so dear to 
his hea rt.' !t 

The early darkness of a December 
evening had fallen w hen the friends 
gathered in the ~a.iratu'l-Quds. The 
Congress opened with 19 Baha'is 
present, a number which grew to 24. 

Mrs. Olympia Murray, chairman of 
the National Teaching Committee, 
gave a heart-warming welcome to 
the assembled friends, followed by 
the reading of the opening pr ayer 
by Harold Murray, chairman of the 
Local Spiritual Assembly of Mexico 
City. 

Etsaban C-anales, member of the 
Auxiliary Board of the Hands of the 
Cause and' chairman of the confer
ence, then read the Tablet of Carmel 
in honor of the beloved Guardian, 
saying that the Guardian had greatly 
desired that all should study contin
uously the significance of this sacred 
Tablet of Baha 'u'llah. 

New Believers Welcomecl 
Two new believers were then pre

sented to the group and given a 
warm and loving welcome. Follow
iog this, the friends had a chance to 
chat during the supper prepared by 
the Mexican friends. 

Mr. Canales opened the evening 
session by saying that before the pre
sentation of the goals of the Six-Year 
Plan he wished to speak of the be
loved Guardian, and of the arduous 
and ceaseless labor for the Faith for 
which he gave his life. 

First Local Spiritual Assembly oj the Bahd'is of Honiara 1 

Solomon Islands, formed on April 21, 1957. The original pio
neers, Mr. and MrS". Alvin Blu.m, are in the center. 
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He spoke of the National Office in 
Panama, and of the long hours, many 
times until early morning, which had 
been spent in translating the mes
sages of Shoghi Effendi so that all 
the Baha'is might read them in the 
Baha'i News. He related that in his 
visits to different communities he at 
times found those same messages, 
which contained 'Such wisdom and 
teaching. had not been read. 

Mr. Canales appealed to the hearts 
of the friends to reflect on, and be 
conscious of, the importance of the 
mission which had been entrusted to 
them, recommending that they read 
many times the messages in which 
the Guardian outlined the path nec~ 
essary to achieve the new order on 
earth, and a new civilization. 

Six-Year Plan Goals 
The goals of the Six-Year Plan 

were then presented by Mr. Canales. 
The Guardian, he said, in the forma
tion of the Plans, gave especial at
tention to teaching, which is the 
basis of all the activity of the Faith, 
and the mO&t urgent task before the 
Baha'is in this critical period. 

Referring to the words of Shoghi 
Effendi regarding the importance of 
the iodi vidual arising to proclaim the 
Faith of Baha'u'llith as never before, 
Mr. Canales cited the Guardian's in
structions that the most effective way 
.to teach the Cause was for the in
dividual to make contacts and choose 
a few of these friends whom he be
lieved could become Baha'is from 
among them, gain their confidence, 
and finally select those who have 
responded to the Teachings and teach 
them until they are well prepared 
to take their part in the Baha'i com
m unity life and to be strong sup.
porters of the Cause of Baha'u'llah 
and firm in the Covenant. 

In reference to the goal to stimu
late the increase in the number of 
colored and Indian Baha'is, it was 
emphasized that ,this delicate work 
must be done with the utmost tact, 
takiog ioto account their psychology 
and offering them real love, and 
above all, courtesy_ 

Sunday morning was bright and 
crisp, crowned with a deep blUe sky. 
The friends gathered, waiting for the 
first session, when the bell at the 
street gate of the patio was heard to 
ring. When the ivy-covered entrance 
gate was opened, a group of Indian 
contacts were found gathered out
side. It was the first visit of these 
new friends to the l:ia+iratu'l-Quds, 
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World. Religion Day in Vientiane, Laos. In the lett-hand photograph, the Laos government DirectOJ" of _Religion 
(far nght), and the DiTectoT of Foreign Affairs (seated, wearing bow tie), with the two Laoatian Baha'is to his 

left, aTe pictuTed. In the right-hand photograph, fouT Buddhist monks chant a prayer. 

and the Baha'is gathered around 
them with such friendliness and cor~ 
diality that the invitation to return 
and join the gathering in the eve
ning was accepted. 

Everyone felt as if a wonderful 
event had taken place, and thoughts 
turned to Shoghi Effendi and how 
dear this goal was to him. Through 
friendship with these dear people 
perhaps an all-Indian assembly can, 
through the assistance of Baha'u'Uah, 
be established in the pueblo where 
they were born. 

Message From the Hands Read 
After prayers, the morning session 

was opened by Mr. Canales reading 
the message from the Hands of the 
Cause regarding the succession of 
the Guardianship. The faith of' all 
these new Baha'is was unwavering, 
and as he closed, Mr. Canales urged 
the friends to continue to be united 
in love and service that thus, as ·a 
fortress of the Spirit, every goal so 
dear to the heart of the beloved 
Guardian may be fulfilled. 

A summary and discussion of the 
last, transcendental message of the 
Guardian followed, in which the pur~ 
poses of the coming five Intercon~ 
tinental Conferences were stressed. 

In the afternoon Dr. Edris Rice
W ray opened with a talk on "The 
Application of the Teachings of 
Baha'u'llah to the Personal and Com· 
munal Life." 

Mterward, the session was de· 
voted to consultation on goals and 
plans. Many inspired suggestions 
were made for the attracting of peo
ple where fanaticism urges caution 
and wisdom. There followed sugges-

tions regaTding programs in the 
Baha'i Centers on cultural subjects, 
such as are now being done in Mex
ico City, on the history of .the Indian 
in Mexico. A request for a tri-month
ly news bulletin especially for Mex~ 
ico was made, and there was a dis
cussion of the proposed plan to open 
up the border towns on the Mexican 
and American frontier. 

Indian Goal. Stre.sed 
Discussion of the Indian goals 

brought out many interesting high
lights. It was suggested that the man
ner in which the Indian visitors were 
received in the evening could lay the 
foundation for teaching them la ter. 
The great success of the work in 
Africa was referred to, as also the 
confirmation of the natives of the 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands. 

The Mexican Indian Committee an
nounced that a pamphlet had been 
translated into the Nahuatl dialect. 
Miss Lecile Webster, chairman of 
this Committee, requested that each 
community appOint one of its mem~ 
bers to maintain contact with the 
Indian Committee of MexicO, and to 
make reports of the progress of this 
goal in their area. 

Cable to Holy Land 
The follOWing cable, in an effort to 

express the spirit of complete dedi
cation that had pervaded the ses
sions, was sent by the Congress to 
Rtihiyyih Khimum in Haifa; "Pledge 
unqualified obedience, loyalty bless
ed institution Hands. Baha'i Teach
ing Congress, Mexico." 

-THE NATIONAL TEACHING 

COMMITlEE OF MEXICO 

Three More Countries Report 
World Religion Day Meetings 

The spread to other countries of 
public observances of World Religion 
Day, an annual event instituted by 
the U. S. National Spiritual Assem
bly in 1950 to proclaim the funda
mental oneness of religion, was re
ported in BAHA'i NEWS for March. 

Since the publication of that issue, 
reports have been received from 
three additional countries where 
World Religion Day was publicly 
recognized: Laos, the British Isles, 
and Austria. 

Four Faiths Join in Observance 
of World Reliqion Day in Laos 

With the approval of the Minister 
of Religion for the country, the. 
Baha'is of Vientiane, Laos, were able 
to join the rest of the Baha'i world in 
the observance of World Religion 
Day this year. He also contributed 
greatly to the success of the program 
by sending the Director of Religion 
and four Buddhist monks to parti
cipate. 

Miss Banu Hassan, American 
Baha'i pioneer in Laos, reporting the 
meeting, wrote: 

"The Director _of Religion spoke 
in Laoatian about World Religion 
Day, and .the monks chanted with 
such reverence that they brought 
tears to our eyes. A Sikh foll()Wed 
and translated his Hindu chant into 
English, also telling the gathering of 
the happiness he felt in being part of 
such a program. 
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First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Webster 
Groves, Mo., formed on April 21, 19,7. 

uOthers who participated were a 
Protestant who read a prayer in 
English, a Muslim who chanted a 
Muslim prayer, and a Laoation 
school teacher who read the Baha'i 
Prayer for all Mankind. Following a 
few closing remarks and the Bah .. 'i 
Prayer for Unity, all were invited to 
remain for tea. 

HOur little Baha'i Center was over
flowing with people of all colors and 
religions. Many questions were 
asked. Our first Laoatian Baha'i had 
prepared a beautifully lettered poster 
for the rOOm with the qudlation: 'The 
world is but one country and mankind 
its citizens.' The second Laoatian be
liever provided a huge cake for the 
occasion with the words 'World Re
ligion Day' frosted across the top. It 
was a beautiful day! " 

With the subsequent enrollment of 
a Buddhist monk as a believer, the 
achievement of assembly status in 
Vientiane is assured this year. 

First World Religion Day Observed 
in Briti,h 1,Ie, at Many Centers 

World Religion Day was observed 
in the British Isles for the first time 
this year, and meetings were held 
throughout the country. 

1n Reading 70 people attended, in 
Bournemouth 56, in Bristol 40, and in 
London the I:Ia?iratu'l-Quds was 
filled to capacity. 

The Manchester meeting was held 
in the Town Hall, with the Lord 

Mayor presiding. Here, and also in 
Eccles, Reading, Cardiff, and other 
centers, the platform was shared by 
leaders in many faiths. 

Birmingham, Leicester, North
hampton, Oxford, and Edinburgh 
also reported meetings. 

At the Haziratu'l-Quds in London a 
reception·w;'s held on the Wednesday 
previous to World Religion Day, to 
which many prominent people were 
invited. 

World Religion Day Ob,ervance 
Marks Spiritual Rebirth 01 Vienna 
After 20 years of suffering caused 

by the Anschluss and World War TI, 
the flame of the Holy Spirit is burn
ing stronger in Vienna, Austria, a 
city blessed by 'Abdu'l-Baha's foot
steps in 1913. 

To celebrate World Religion Day 
this year, the Local Spiritual Assem
ly of Vienna succeeded in renting one 
of the newest and most modern au
ditoriums, with a capacity of 500 per
sons. 

Six hundred-forty posters were dis
played in 22 districts, and 150 invi
tations were sent to the closer 
contacts. With Baha'u'llah's confir
mations and the sacred words of our 
well-beloved Guardian, who -always 
encouraged the friends in Vienna to 
search for the ready souls, 250 per
sons participated. 

Six reHgions were represented: 
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Jewish, Buddhist, Protestant (Luth
eran), Liberal Catholic, Old Catholic, 
and Baha'i, Dr. Walter Ott from 
Switzerland, who was the Baha'i 
speaker, mentioned in his speech the 
tolerance of the Israeli government 
toward the Baha'i Faith. Music of 
Bach completed the program. 

Throughout the meeting one could 
feel, through the power of BaM.
'u'llah's Word, the spirit of harmony 
and unity. People left the hall with 
uplifted hearts, great interest, and a 
new outlook on world unity and 
world peace. 

20 National Assemblies Needed 
in Latin Amelica By 1963 

The biggest task in the Western 
Hemisphere remaining in the five 
years before 1963 is the formation of 
20 new national spiritual assemblies 
in Latin America- one for each re
public. The number of enrolled be
lievers, including ,the North Ameri
can pioneers already at their posts 
in these countries, is not sufficient 
to accomplish this task, and there 
must be more pioneers in almost 
every country. 

Nicaragua, Venezuela, Paraguay, 
and Uruguay each have but one local 
assembly. Many more will have to 
be established before a national 
spiritual assembly can be elected. 
Other republics, having two or three 
assemblies, are equally in need of 
assistance in establishing additional 
assemblies. 

Two Neediest Countries 

Two of the neediest countries, in 
addition to those mentioned above, 
are EI Salvador and Ecuador. The 
latter has only one pioneer for the 
whole country. Some assemblies need 
assistance in order to become re
sponsible and self-reliant. 

Please write to the Western Hem
isphere Teaching Committee if you 
are considering pioneering, as we 
may be able to make specific sug
gestions based upon individual con
siderations and problems. The time 
is getting short, and there is nothing 
more important to any believer than 
fulfilling his part in helping to 
achieve the goals of the Ten-Year 
World Crus ade. 

-WESTERN HEMISPHERE 

TEACHING COMMITTEE 
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Opening of Leicester Center 
Followed By Weekend School 

Baha'is of Leicester, England, who 
formed their first assembly last Ri~
van, opened their new Baha'i Center 
on February 15. Hasan Balyuzi, 
Hand of the Cause, conducted the 
dedication. Sixty people attended the 
opening from all over the Btitish 
Isles, and the Center was filled to 
capacity. 

The opening of the Baha'i Center 
was combined with a Weekend 
School, attended by over 40 persons. 

The two local newspapers sent re
porters 10 the opening, and these 
newspapers printed a photograph 
and an account of the occasion. 

Mer the tea break following Ihe 

National Teaching Confer

ence held at Leeds, Eng

land, in January 1958. 

-------... 

II 

official opening of the Center, Ian 
Semple, a member of the Auxiliary 
Board, spoke on "The World Order 
of Baha'u'llah." Later, Mrs. Dorothy 
Ferraby. also a member of the Aux
iliary Board, reported on the Inter
continental Conference at Kampala, 
from which she had just returned. 

The photograph above shows the 
first Loca! Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is Of LeicesteT, England, 
formed on April 21, 1957. To the left 
is a photograph of the dedication 
ceremonies at the opening of the 
LeicesteT, Eng!and, J:ia?lratu'l,-Quds 
on February 15, 1958. 



New Local Spiritual Assembly 
Formed in S. King County, Wash. 

An interesting account of the events 
leading up to the formation of the 
first Local Spiritual Assembly of 
South King County Commissioner's 
District, Wash., on April 21. 1957, ac
companied the photograph of this 
Assembly published in this issue of 
BAHA'i NEWS. 

The beginning was the formation 
of the first Baha'i group of six be
lievers on January 12, 1956, who im
mediately fixed their eyes on achiev
ing assembly status by April of the 
next year. All Nineteen-Day Feasts 
were held regularly, an informal 
study class was conducted on alter
nate Sundays for the deepening of the 
members of the group. and firesides 
were conducted frequently, with the 
place and subject arranged to meet 
the individual needs. 

The high point of the year was the 
Naw-Ruz Feast, which brought to
gether the new contacts who were 
soon to become members of the 
group. 

Durmg the summer four of the 
members were obliged to move to 
another state, but another believer 
and her husband who was already 
an enthusiastic student of the Faith 
moved in. Then for a few months 
a Baha'i from Alaska contributed 
greatly to the strength of the group 
and the believers. Nearby believers 
helped with firesides, and in Febru
ary 1957 the first new Baha'i was en
rolled, followed by another within a 
month. 

Then in quick succession two more 
Baha'i couples established their 
homes in South King County, thus 
assuring the fomation of the first Lo
cal Spiritual Assembly in that par
ticular area. Four more believers, 
two of them from Alaska, joined 
them, bringing the community mem
bership to thirteen. A few days be
fore Ridvim one other new believer 
was enrolled, and thus was able to 
take part in the election of this im
portant institution of the Faith. 

In writing of the experiences of this 
rapid succession of events the Local 
Spiritual Assembly says: HThis short 
story cannot recount the joy, excite
ment, love, and fellowship found by 
the members in one year, and no 
words can express the wonderment 
felt in each heart by seeing, first 
hand, God's Plan in action." 

• 'IlL nil 

FiTst Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of South King 
County Commissioner's District~ Wash., formed On April 21, 

1957. 

Paul E. Haney 
to Serve in Haifa 

The friends are informed that Paul 
E. Haney, Hand of the Cause and 
Chairman of th .. N",tional Spiritual 
Assembly, has left the United States 
to assume his position as one of the 
nine Hands elected to serve in the 
Holy Land. He has won, by his years 
of admirable service as one of the 
American Hands and as Chairman of 
the National Spiritual Assembly, the 
high regard and grateful esteem of 
his fellow-Baha'is throughout the 
Western Hemisphere as well as in 
the United States. 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Baha'is Play Active Role 
in Honolulu's Brotherhood Week 

In the brochure Success In Teach
ing, Ru:Q.iyyih J;.Q.anum discusses 
some of the reasons why Baha'is 
reach only a limited number of 
people in their communities. She sug
gests crossing over into other "pock
ets" of community activity-that is, 
mingling with various social groups 
and cooperating with organizations 
who have kindred interests and thus 
gradually reaching a majority of the 
receptive people in a locality. 

The Baha'is of Honolulu demon
strated the results of such activity 
on their part during their city's 

February observance of Brotherhood 
Week. The Hawaii Chapter of the 
World Brotherhood activities for 
Honolulu chose two Baha'is for their 
Pla.rullng Committee, Major Salva
tore Pelle and Lee Chang, the for
mer acting as committee chairman. 
Other Baha'is in the community 
came forward to help staff a "broth
erhood booth" installed outside the 
Bank of Hawaii building, along with 
UNICEF and We The Women, and 
also assisted in the hospitality tour 
held at the consulates of the Philip
pines, Japan, Korea and China. 
Major Pelle acted as master of cere
monies for the annual banquet held 
at the Hawaiian Village Longhouse, 
with an attendance of 300. 

During the week, on February 20 t 

the Baha lis sponsored their own 
public meeting and were rewarded 
with an audience that filled the 
Honolulu center to capacity. 

In Kailua, Lanakai, Hawaii, Mrs. 
Dorothy Beers, a Baha'i, was in 
charge of Brotherhood Week activi· 
ties. 

For inspiration and ideas leading 
to such successes many Baha'i com
munities would find that some group 
study and consultation on RUQ,iyyih 
Khanum's excellent article men
tioned above could pay rich divi
dends. It is an item frequently rec
ommended for individual and com
munity study by the National Spirit
ual Assembly. 
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Australian Youth Prepare to Meet 
Criti(al Thought of Modern World 

The Baha'i Youth Letter, issued by 
the Australian Youth Committee, has 
opened a new department called 
"Thought and Thinkers. It It will pre
sent brief excerpts from the works of 
some of the world's leaders, express~ 
ing the views of large sections of hu
manity. The article states: "Only by 
an understanding of the problems of 
man, of his ideas, beliefs, and creeds, 
can we adequately present our own 
view, our belief in God's plan for the 
world. Read these extracts critically I 
find their weaknesses, if any, and 
give the Baha'i answer to the writ
ers' problems." 

In this way the youth of Australia 
are preparing themselves to more 
adequately meet and cope with the 
intellectual and critical thought of 
our day, in the light of the Baha'i 
teachings. They have emphasized 
an important aspect of Baha'i living 
in today's world-the need to know 
and to understand philosophic trends 
and beliefs-in order to make an in· 
creasingly intelligent application of 
the Teachings, and to illuminate the 
minds and hearts with God's Revela· 
lion ferr this day. 

Pamphlet holder for the distribution 
of Baha'i literature used by the 
Baha'i Group of Rogers, Ark. In this 
toom of 5,500 people 175 pieces of free 
literature have been taken from the 

holder in five months. 

Australian Newspaper Publishes 
"Christ and Baha'u'IIah" 

The Northern Argus, a South Aus
tralian newspaper, is publishing the 
whole of George TO\VIlshend's book 
Christ and Bahci'u'lIcih in weekly in
stallments over a 16 week period. 

Arrangements for this publication 
were made by Mrs, Rose Hawthorne) 
who estimates that the Northern Ar
gus has about 12,000 readers. 

Western Canada Summer Conference 
Planned At Banff in August 

The annual Western Canada Baha'i 
Summer Conference will again be 
held at the Banff School of Fine Arts, 
Banff, Alberta. The dates this year 
will be August 24-31, 1958. 

Further information may be had 
by writing to Mrs. Edna J. Montfort, 
secretary; 3119 Barnard Ave.; Ver
non, B. C. 

BAHA', 'N THE NEWS 
Wilmette Life, December 5, 1957, 

used in full the release prepared to 
announce the election by the Hands 
of the Cause of the nine members 
"to conduct and protect the affairs 
of the Faith from its world center." 

Congress Weekly, a review of Je'W
ish inteTests~ published on January 6 
an article by Herbert Freeden of J e
rusalem on "Israel's Youngest Re
ligion." Following a reference to the 
recent death of Shoghi Effendi Ra b
bani, which the author states Hhas 
focused attention upon the Faith," 
Mr. Freeden reports the information 
received from a believer at the 
Baha'i Temple and proceeds to sum
marize very sympathetically the 
Baha'i teachings and history. 

Three pamphlets published for 
distribution to Israel Govern
ment tourist offices contain refer
ence to the Faith: Israel: Treasury 
of Legend, a beautifully illustrated 
brochure, concludes its statement on 
"Legends of Safed and Carmel" with 
the statement: HBut for legends of 
recent times, and especially of the 
future, one has only to stand on the 
hill's summit at night and glance 
downwards. The golden dome of the 
Baha'i shrine gleams in the moon
light ... " 
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FiTSt Baha'i group of Guadalajara, 
Mexico, with Alfonso Jiminez de 
Leon, the, first Latin believer oj that 
city (seated at right), when he was 
received into the Faith. A month 
lateT two more Mexican beHevers 

declared the,mselves. 

A TouTist's Companion to Israel 
provides suggested itineraries, includ
ing one to Haifa-"Country's main 
port on the slopes of Mt. Carmel; 
Carmelite Monastary and Baha'i 
Shrine." Visitor's Guide to ISTaet, 
under «Haifa" lists the main points 
of interest, including "Baha'i Tern· 
pie and Gardens." 

"Roman City Found by Archeolo
gists, H an article in New York Herald 
Tribune, Sunday, December 1, 1957, 
contains this passage: HA major 
tourist attraction in Haifa is the 
Baha'i Temple, headquarters for a 
religion founded by a Persian that 
has three million adherents through. 
out the world ... The Baha'is have 
an even more spectacular temple 
in Wilmette, illinois." 

Nurses Alumni BuHetin, November, 
1957, published by the University of 
Wisconsin, reprinted the addresses 
delivered at the 1957 Field Day. 
Our Baha'i friend, Manucher J. 
Javid, M.D., spoke on "Nursing 
Prescription," summarizing the his
tory of the nursing profession and 
introducing the concept, "The Prob
lems Confronting Humanity are due 
to Lack of Love for God." On this 
basis, Dr. Javid cited passages from 
Baha'i writings to point to the 
Source of love in OUr era. 

Journal of Lifetime Living, Decem· 
ber 1957, listed the free literature 
distributed by various religions In· 
eluding the Baha'i Faith. Hundreds 
of requests have been received at 
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the National Office for literature 
from all over the country as are· 
sult. 

The jacket of the album °Hi-Fi for 
Children from Two to Ninty-two." in 
its comm ents on the com poser-ar
ranger, Russell Garcia, mentions 
the Baha'i Faith. 

Fel-Program, an illustrated house 
organ sponsored by Felt Products 
Manufacturing Company, ran a :full
page illustration of the Temple with 
an explanation of its religious pur
pose under the title "Seeing Chicago 
FiTst." The issue is dated October 
1957. 

A full-page illustration of the Tem
ple was published in Sparks, Nevada 
Tribune on November 11, 1957 with 
the caption: ,jThe Baha'is of Sparks 
Commemorate the Birthday of Baha
'u'llah November 12, 1817-BahaJ u'
llah is the Promised One a s recorded 
in the Holy Scriptures." The nine 
texts carved above the Temple en
trances followed this heading. 

Reviewed in the Norfolk, Virginia 
The Virginian Pilot of November 24, 
1957, Arnold Toynbee's "Christianity 
Among Religions of the World" by 
James C. Brewer, pastor of the lo
cal Unitarian Church, the reference 
to Dr. Toynbee impelled a local be
liever to purchase the book, and he 
has quoted this passage from it: ,jIn 
the light of history I should not ex
pect to see mankind converted to a 
'syncretistic' religion, constructed 
artificially out of elements taken 
from all existing religions ... At 
the same time, when I find myself 
in Chicago and when, traveling 
northwards out of the city, I pass 
the Baha'i Temple there, I feel that 
in some sense this beautiful building 
may be a portent of the future." 

"Temple Plans Home for Old in 
Wilmette" is the title of an article in 
Chicago Sunday Tribune for Novem
ber 3, 1957, reporting the court 
decision permitting the Temple 
Trustees to construct the Baha'i 
Home. The article describes the ar-

chiteclure and facilities of the de
sign prepared by William Campbell 
Wright, architect. 

The exterior design of the Baha'i 
Home illustrated an article in Wil.
mette Life for December 5, 1957 
which described the building in detail. 

The Michigan Alumnus, published 
by the Alumni Association of the Uni
versity of Michigan, presented in its 
issue of November 16, 1957, a bio· 
graphical sketch of Charles Wolcott, 
at that time Associate Musical Di .. 
rector of MGM. His career is de .. 
picted from his graduation from the 
University in 1927 to 1957, and three 
photographs of Mr. Wolcott illus
trate the sketch. "Every member of 
the family is a devoted member of 
the Baha'i Faith ... " 

A brief reference to the Baha'i 
Temple appeared in the Socony Mo
bile Company, Inc., Wingspread, VoL 
VIII, Nos. 7 and 8. 

Published in Mexico City, the Mex
ican Review runs a "Man of the 
Month" column. In the May 1957 
number this column featUres Harold 
B. Murray. "Aside from his many
faceted business career, Harold 
Murray devotes a great deal of his 
time to civic affairs and is an ac-
tive member of the Asociacion Na
tional de la Publicidad, the Sales 
Executive Club, The Cornell Club, 
The Lions Club, The Board of Man
agers of the American Chamber of 
Commerce, the Old Timers (of 
which he is president) and the Local 
Spiritual Assembly of the Bah .. ', 
World Faith, of which he is 
chairm an." 

Haiti Recognizes 
Baha'i Marriages 

Haiti has extended legal recogni .. 
tion to Baha'i marriages, according 
to information just received. This 
was incorrectly reported by the Na-

tional Spiritual Assembly of the 
Greater Antilles in the November is
sue of BAHA'i NEWS, page 5, as Ja .. 
maica. This means that Haiti, not 
Jamaica, is actually the first coun
try under the jurisdiction of the 
Greater Antilles National Spiritual 
Assembly to receive this important 
recognition. 

Calendar of Events 
FEASTS 

April 9-Jalal (Glory) 
April 28--Jamal (Beauty) 

HOLY DAYS 
April 21-May 2-Feast of Ri(lvan 

(Deel ara tion of B aha'u 'llah) 
April 21-First Day of Ri<jvan 

(About 3:00 p.m.) 
April 29-Ninth Day of Ri<jvan 
May 2-Twelfth Day of Ri<jvan 

NATIONAL CONVENTION 
April 29, 30, May 1 

Baha'i House of Worship, Wil
mette 

RiQvim Feast-April 25 at 8:00 p.m. 
Temple Auditorium 

INTERCONTINENTAL CONFERENCE 
May 2, 3, 4 
Eighth Street Theater, Chicago 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 

April 28 

___ .@����@lIIIk'1lI, ____ _ 

Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

Weekdays 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
(Auditorium ouly) 

Sundoys and Holidays 
10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
(Entire building) 

Service of Worship 
Sundays 

3 : 30 p.m., la .ling until 4: 15. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news oegan reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1957-58: Mrs. EUnice Braun, chair
man; Miss Charlotte Linfoot. secretary; Me. Richard C. Thomas, 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U,S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office. 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
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The Faith of Baha'u'llah 

The tribulations attending the progressIve unfoldment of the Faith of 

Baha'u'llah have indeed been such as to exceed in gravity those from which 

the religions of the past have suffered, Unlike those religions, however, these 

tribulations have failed utterly to impair its unity, or to create, even tempo

rarily, a breach in the ranks of its adherents, It has not only survived these 

ordeals, but has emerged, purified and inviolate, endowed with greater ca

pacity to face and surmount any crisis which its resistless march may engen

der in the future. 

Whatever may befall this infant Faith of God in future decades or in suc

ceeding centuries, whatever the sorrows, dangers and tribulations which the 

next stage of its world-wide development may engender, from whatever 

quarter the assaults to be launched by its present or future adversaries may 

be unleashed against it, however great the reverses and setbacks it may suf

fer, we, who have been privileged to apprehend, to the degree our finite 

minds can fathom, the significance of these marvelous phenomena associ

ated with its rise and establishment, can harbor no doubt that what it has 

already achieved in the first hundred years of its life provides sufficient 

guarantee that it will continue to forge ahead, capturing loftier heights, 

tearing down every obstacle, opening up new horizons and winning still 

mightier victories until its glorious mission, stretching into the dim ranges 

of time that lie ahead, is totally fulfilled. 

-Shoghi Effencli. God Passes By. PI'. 410. 412 

MAY 1951 

Ii 

II 



MAY "51 

The chapel in the Great 
Northern Cemetery at New 
Southgate, London, where fu
neral services were held for 
Shoghi Effendi, November 9, 

1957. 

A few of the several hundred 
Bahci'is at the grave of the be

loved Guardian. 

The casket holding the sa
cred remains of Shoghi Effendi 
being carried from the chapel, 
to be transported to the grave. 
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The grave of the Guardian 
after interment of his remains, 
surrounded by floral tributes. 
Across the foot lies the sheaf 
of red roses, white gardenias, 
and lilies-of-the-valley, given 
by Ruhiyyih Khanum on behalf 
of the Baha'is of the world, 
and scattered over the vault 
are flowers from the Baha'i 
Shrines and gardens in the 
Holy Land, placed there by 
Hands of the Cause, Auxiliary 
Board members, and members 
of several National Spiritual 
Assemblies. 
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to Slwljhi effendi 
t'l Ruhi'l'lih J(hanum 

Everybody who had the great privilege of knowing 
the Guardian recognized in him tremendous power; he 
not only had great spiritual and mental power which 
radiated from him, he had an electric something in 
his nature which was like be.ing in the presence of a 
very powerful dynamo. I have been in electric plants 
where dynamos have generated electrical power for 
a whole city; the whole building shook and vibrated 
with the force that was being created in those genera
tors. I have witnessed, myself, for twenty yeaTs, the 
strange force which emanated from Shoghi Effendi. 
This emanation from the Guardian was so strong that 
when he was not in the house, I felt less of it; when 
he was up on the mountain in the gardens of the 
Shrine, I would feel the force of it diminish; when he 
was in Bahji, I would feel still less of it; and if we 
were not in the same city, I would not feel it. It was 
a very extraordinary thing, and it was not my imagina
tion. 

Another thing about the Guardian, which I have 
sometimes wondered if those who were not closely as
sociated with him ever realized, is that Shoghi Effendi 
was a very sensitive person. He was sensitive as a 
child. He was one of those children that, I believe in 
my long observation, should have always received en
couragement. You know, there are children who don't 
need it; they are tough little plants. But there are 
other children who need to be told for everything they 
do, "My dear, you we:r;e sweet to think of it," "You 
are a wonderful person," wrhat was a wonderful idea," 
HHow well you did it." The Guardian was like that
he needed, not to mention what he deserved, to al
ways be encouraged. 

I would not have you think that the Guardian was a 
sad being; he had a peculiarly joyous and luminous 
heart. The one characteristic of that heart was the 
most extraordinary and true humility I have ever seen. 
He had, of course, like any other human being, self 
respect. But he had no pride whatsoever-no pride in 
his own person, no pride in his station; but when it 
came to this religion, then he had a fiery pride .. He 
would never tolerate any insult or any slight that re
flected on him as Guardian, nor on the Faith of Baha'u
'lHLh. But in his own nature he was the quintessence of 
humility. 

Shoghi Effendi's T ran.ition to Guardianship 
I have heard many times from the Guardian that 

he never dreamed that he would be made Guardian. 
He had no idea that there would be an Institution of 
the Guardianship and that he would be chosen to be
come the Guardian of tbe BaM.'! Faith. He said that 
his hope and ambition was to return to serve the 

At the Kampala Intercontinental Conference 
January 26, 1958 

Master, translate the Teachings into English, and that 
he thought that perhaps when 'Abdu'I·Baha ascended, 
as he was the eldest grandson, it might fall to his lot 
to be requested by the Master, posthumously naturally, 
to open any documents of instruction and communicate 
them to the Baha'!s. 

So, you see that this man, who was twenty-four years 
old and who had what I would call such an eager 
heart, so full of purity, enthusiasm, innocence, humil
ity, and love lor 'Abdu'l-Baha, this pure heart of the 
Guardian received the first and most terrible blow 
through hearing of the ascension of 'Abdu'l-Baha. He 
was anxious for news of the Master and went to Mr. 
Tudor Pole's olfice in London from Oxford. Tudor Pole 
had received a cable saying that 'Abdu'l-Baha had as
cended. Shoghi Eflendi was lelt by the secretary of 
Tudor Pole in his private office for a moment, and 
without meaning to, his eyes fell on this cablegram, 
laid open on the corner of the table, saying that 'Abdu'l
Baha had ascended. A few moments later, when 
Tudor Pole came into the room, he found Shoghi El
fendi crumpled in a heap on the floor. 

They brought the Guardian back to Haifa, practically 
ill; and when he arrived there, he received a second 
most terrible shock of his life because the Will and 
Testament was read to him. and he found that the 
burden which had rested first on the Bab, then on 
Baha'u'llah, and then on his beloved grandfather, 
'Abdu'I-BaM, had fallen with all its weight on his 
shoulders. He told me once, "The day they read me the 
Will and Testament I ceased to be a normal human 
being. " 

We take too much for granted in this world, all of 
us. I took the Guardian for granted before I went to 
live in Haifa. I don't koow what I thought, I must 
have thought that he just sat there and all the time 
heard 'Abdu'l-Baha speaking into his ears, and that it 
was a lovely, peaceful experience. My observations, 
naturally, are those of an ant lOOking at the sun. But 
nevertheless I did observe certain things, and I be
lieve that the nature of divine inspiration is not like 
something that is written up that these great souls 
read constantly before their eyes. It is rather in the 
nature of intermittent pulsationS-flashes of lightning. 

The Guardian was always guided and always pro
tected, but that doesn't change the fact that he had 
agonizing moments of anxiety, of sorrow, of despair 
perhaps, over certain situations, and that he suffered 
terribly. Then came these tremendous impulses. He 
always said the right thing; he always did the right 
thing. God never abandoned him for a second. But it 
was not a constant process-it was flashes, and in 
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between those flashes, there was room for infinite suf
fering, 

Acute Sufferings of the Beloved Guardian 
I am not going to give a discourse on the subject 

of Covenant-Breaking, but everybody knows that in 
this world, where there is light, there is shadow, and 
the closer you are to the light itself, the darker is the 
shadow at the foot of the lantern. In the sky, where 
the sun shines, there is no shadow-that is the world 
of God. But in this world, wherever there is brilliant 
light, at the foot of it is blackest shadow, The Guardian 
had a heart which was exactly like a source, a spring. 
It bubbled, Left alone, he had the happiest and most 
radiant heart of any being I have ever seen, and up 
until the very end of his life, in spite of the troubles 
and sorrows that had come to him one could see, 
sometimes, that heart bubble. Now, no doubt it is 
bubbling freely on high, But in those early years he 
suffered so terribly, it left its imprint on him for life. 

When my mother and I were in Haifa in 1922 Or 1923 
(I was a child) the Guardian was going away and he 
called us to his bedroom. He looked so absolutely hag
gard, with great circles under his eyes. He said "Mrs. 
Maxwell, I cannot stand it, I am going away." But of 
courset he came back in the Autumn and went on with 
his work. 

He was so conscientious, so conscious of the burden 
that had been placed upon him, that in the early years 
almost to the end of his life he denied himself prac
tically everything, Although there were very few things 
that Shoghi Effendi liked or wanted (he had extremely 
simple tastes in food, in dress, in everything), he had 
a very beautiful characteristic-what he liked, he liked 
all through and for ever. 

I don't think that the friends know, and especially 
up until perhaps ten years ag?,. how .hard on hi~~elf 
he was-in the sense of depnvmg himself, of lIvmg 
very simply, He ate once every twenty-four hours. 
This had nothing either to do with economy or as
ceticism

t 
he just did not feel hungry more often than 

that and from his early childhood he did not seem to 
be ~ble to eat more than once or twice a day. This 
was a life-long habit, to eat one meal a day. It wor
ried me terribly. and I used to speak to the docto:s 
about it. They said, "Don't worry, as long as he IS 

healthy and does not feel that he wants to eat more 
than once a day, don't insist, leave him alone." At 
length I got used to it. 

I think that it encourages the friends to know, es
pecially the poorer friends who have sacrificed so 
much to this Faith, that the Guardian, although he 
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was so very careful of everything to do with his honor 
as Guardian, as a man and as an individual where 
he was not known, lived with the utmost Simplicity. 
For many t many years. when he went away in the 
summer to rest, and I assure you friends, that the 
Guardian wouldn't have lasted for thirty-six years if 
he had not had a little rest in the summer. he lived 
very. very modestly, He had a rOOm for about two and 
a half shillings, and it was so small that when one of 
his reiatives came to see him in it, he could not stand 
up straight because his head banged on the slanting 
ceiling. 

Fe.rle .. Defense of the Cause of God 
The Guardian was absolutely fearless when it came 

to defending the Cause of God, He was like a lion. 
One of his strongest characteristics was an absolutely 
inflexible sense about compromise. Shoghi Effendi 
never compromised a hair's breadth. I could give you 
a hundred examples of this in his nature, but I will 
give you a few. because I think. this is very, very 
important for all of us. It is important for every 
Bahai, but it is particularly important for the teachers 
of the Faith, the pioneers and the national assembly 
members, I don't have to tell this to the Hands, 

How many mosquitoes does it take to give you 
malaria or yellow fever? When we compromise our 
Faith. it is like taking a glass of pure water, and 
putting one drop of ink in i t-i t does not become a 
glass of ink, but the purity of the water is gone. We all 
know that there is no compromise with people who 
were Covenant-Breakers. if they had not changed in 
their hearts t because the heart is the measure. When 
they were repentant in their hearts, Shoghi Effendi 
forgave them, and there are many people who were 
out of the F ai th and are in it ag ain because the 
Guardian inhaled one breath of sincerity from their 
hearts and accepted them. 

You see, the Guardian had so many sides to his 
nature, and you have seen how strong he was when 
it came 'to defending the Faith. He never compromised 
on principle, Now, 1 would like to show you another 
aspect of his nature. He had a tremendous capacity 
for love and for loyalty for those whom he loved, but 
when they became Covenant-Breakers it evaporated, 
they ceased to' exist and the bounties ceased to flow. 
I remember when Dr. Zia Baghdadi died and the news 
reached him. I don't know exactly when it was, but 
it was a very, very short time after my marriage 
with the Guardian. Perhaps in the first month, or 
maybe even less time' than that. News came saying 
that Zia Baghdadi had died and the Guardian ·cried 
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for almost an hour that night. 
The Guardian was not emotional, he was absolutely 

impervious to influence. I think that the friends don't 
realize that the Central Figures of our Faith had an 
untarnished, steely quality in their nature that was 
never influenced by their emotions and that whatever 
they considered right they did in spite of everything. 

I don't think the friends realize what went behind 
those cables putting the different members of the 
Master's family out of the Cause. Years of suffering, 
years of crushing his heart, years of hurt and insult
he kept silent and bore and bore and bore and bore, 
until it reached the point where it was bad for the 
Cause-then he took action. But what they did to 
him personally he always endured. He used to suffer 
very much from two things, and one of them was, 
of course, the actions of people who were either 
Covenant-Breakers or in p_rocess of becoming Cove
nant-Breakers, and the other was from the suffering 
of the Baha'is. 

Method of Meeting Obstacles 
There are three other qualities in the Guardian's 

nature which I think the friends would like to hear 
about? and which are very important ones for us to 
remember now as we go forward into the next five 
years of the Plan. The first of these is audacity; the 
second is ingenuity, and the third is economy. The 
Guardian had all these qualities to a pronounced de
gree. The Guardian was never prevented. from accom
plishing anything because there were obstacles in the 
way. He charged them full on, he never tried to avoid 
them or go around them-he flew at them. His ingenuity 
in accomplishing the work in Haifa particularly, was 
phenomenal. He devised ways of doing things which he 
himself had never seen done, and had never heard of 
being done. 

For instance, he used to build terraces and gardens. 
People would come to him and they would say "A 
tree can't grow in one meter of soil-a tree can't 
grow on top of a roof of a cistern-you cannot plant 
a tree in the ground and pile up earth aU around up 
to its crown, it will die," and so on. He did all of 
those things, he planted trees on tops of cisterns and 
nothing happened to them, he covered trees up to the 
crown and it looked as if three beautiful trees would 
grow out of the soil instead of one. He was not in
timidated by the opinions of other people. 

The Guardian of the Baha 'j Faith watched the ex
penditure of every penny that he was responsible for 
in the Holy Land, and indeed all over the world, to a 
degree which I think the Baha'is have no idea about 
whatsoever. I have no time to go into details, but I 
can assure you that there was never any work carried 
out in Haifa that was not greatly economized by the 
Guardian-in the building of the Shrine, the building 
of the gardens, the development of the entrances, the 
gates, the paths, the pedestals supporting the orna
ments-the Guardian made very sure that he was do
ing the thing in the most economical manner. No 
matter what the thing was, if he considered that the 
price was exorbitant, he would not pay it, whether it 
was required, or very important, or needed for part 
of a scheme; if the price was exorbitant he just 
would not pay that price. The basis of this religion is 
sacrifice, conscientious, tireless, wholehearted, end-
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less sacrifice-that is what We saw in our Guardian 
for 36 years_ 

His Life a Total Sacrifice 
The degree to which Shoghi Effendi sacrificed him

self in every human sense is unbelievable-he had no 
life of his own, no time of his own, practically no joys 
of his own, very little happiness in all of his life. He 
hurried all the time, he had- a sense of haste and 
pressure, and I think all those who worked with him 
in Haifa and the friends all over the world when re
ceiving his messages, and when they felt 'the vibra
tions of this power within him, realized this sense of 
urgency.-hurry, hurry, hurry, all the time, to get it 
done qUIckly before something happened. 

The Guardian said to some of the pilgrims, during 
the last year and a half or two years, something very 
strange. He said there are two Plans. The long~term 
eternal Plan of Almighty God for mankind on this 
planet; that is the Plan that has the Prophets of God, 
the Adamlc Cycle and all of the Great Manifestations 
of God, like Christ and Mohammed Buddha 
Zoroaster, and Moses and so on, bringing' us to thi~ 
day with the Bab and Baha'u'Uah. This is the Mighty 
Plan of God, educating humanity and bringing the 
Kingdom of Heaven on earth On this planet_ He said 
this is the plan of God, it goes forward in mysterious 
ways, we do not always understand its workings. 

Then, he said, we have the Divine Plan which is 
being carried forward by the Baha'is in th'e form as 
we know it, first, the two Seven-Year Plans and then 
this Ten-Year Plan-the World Crusade whi'ch we are 
now engaged upon and part of which has passed. 

The Guardian said, who knows, maybe this great 
Plan of God will interfere in the other Plan. We 
always thought, at least I always thought, that this 
meant the war which we have reason to believe we 
may not be able to avert, was probably the thing. I 
could never dream that this trial that could cut across 
the Plan, the Ten-Year Plan that we are working on 
now, would be the ascension of our Guardian. 

The beloved Guardian sacrificed himself for this 
Cause as completely as anyone who was ever martyred 
in the physical sense. He burned away until there was 
nothing left, and suddenly God took his spirit in the 
twinkling of an eye because he had evidently finished 
his task in this world. The Guardian was in better 
health this summer than he had been for years. His 
own physician said so; he had good doctors when he 
had the Asiatic :flu in London, and he was examined 
thoroughly and there was nothing in the world Ior 
anyone to believe that he could possibly pass away. 

We can only bow our heads before the Will of God, 
believing and knowing that Baha'u'Uah has His Own 
Plan, that He will guard and protect this Faith and 
that nothing can thwart His Will. But He did not leave 
us empty-handed, we have His work to carry on and 
the greatest monument that we can build in our love 
and our sorrow for Shoghi Effendi is the monument of 
our work in this world-encircling Plan_ There are 
some words of Abdu'l-Bahit which I should like to quote: 
He said "As you have faith, 50 shaH your powers and 
blessings be. this is the balance, this is the balance, 
this is the balance." 

So, in the name of Shoghi Effendi, I appeal to you 
all to carry on his work as one soul in many bodies. 
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Soul-Stirring Visit of Ruhiyyih Khanum Inspires 

Kampala Conference to Heights of Devotion to Faith 

NEVER has the language of silence spoken so ela· 
quently messages of the heart as for the first time 

she passed up the center aisle of the auditorium, 
crowded beyond capacity with believers gathered here 
in the heart of Mrica from thirty-eight countries of the 
world, almost half of whom were from among the 
African believers of the continent; beloved, revered 
'Amatu'l-Baha RUhiyyih Khanum was embraced by 
waves of sympathy, and love poured out to her by over 
950 believers standing in reverent silence, whose tear
flooded eyes were but a mirror of her own. When she 
was able, these were the first of the many heart-sooth
ing and inspiring words she addressed to us during this 
Intercontinental Conference for Africa-January 1958. 

uI don't know with what voice to address the friends 
-it is so hard to speak to them now-it seems too un
believable that I should ever have to stand here and 
the Guardian not be in Haifa. 

"I want to read you some words which have been a 
big comfort to me at this time. Perhaps they will com
fort all of you. I will read it first in very bad Arabic and 
then in English. 'He doeth what He willeth, and or
daineth what He pleaseth. None hath the right to ask 
why or wherefore, and he that doeth so hath indeed 
wrned aside from God, the Lord of all the worlds.' 

"Why God should have taken our Guardian away 
from us, I don't know, but that nothing in the world can 
ever happen to even the humblest servant of God with
out its being the Will of God, we know from all the 
Holy Books of the world. And how much more true this 
is of such a being as Shoghi Effendi. If he was taken 
from us, then it was because at last Baha'u'IJa.h had 
mercy on him and ended his burden and his sorrows. 

"We know that nothing can deflect the development 
of the mighty river of God. This Faith will go on. It will 
illumine all the peoples of the world. The civilization of 
Baha'u'llilh will be established, and His promises will 
come true. But before this great mystery, all of us are 
broken-hearted, and all of us bow our heads. 

"We now must ask ourselves what we must do. If we 
had performed our duties better during the last thirty
six years as Baha'is, I think we would have prolonged 
the life of the Guardian. But we didn't. He had too 
many blows, too many sorrows; he was too tender, too 
sensitive. He threw himself into the fire of service to 
this Cause, and like a moth in the flame, he was burned 
up and consumed by it. 

"He has performed miracles in five years-now it 

Ruhiyyih Khanum arriving at the Conference Halt. 

is our turn. We must perform miracles in the next five 
years, and this is the only way that we can show that 
we are his true servants and his true lovers. So I urge 
you all to devote your minds and your hearts to ab
sorbing as much as you can from this great gathering
not only giving out, but taking in as much as you can of 
the spirit th.-t is going to be inevitably engendered from 
this Conference and carry back with you a torch to set 
the Baha'i world on fire, because we are not going to 
have another opportunity. The people are all alone now, 
and this is their last opportunity. If we have failed in 
the past we cannot fail now, neither the Guardian, nor 
the Cause of God, nor humanity. I hope that each one 
of you win go back from this Conference, whether it's 
to your homes in the villages of Africa, whether it's to 
Persia, the Cradle of the Faith, or to America, to Eu
rope , Asia. wherever it may be, just like a blazing fire, 
and set the Baha'i world aflame and create a worthy 
memorial to our beloved Guardian." 

Our beloved Guardian had, in his last message to the 
Baha'i world in October, announced these five Inter
continental Conferences to mark and celebrate the mid-

7 
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way point of the Ten-Year Spiritual Crusade, and had 
dedicated them to "The glorification of His Name," 
Here in Africa, we had rejoiced much that he had 
chosen this continent for the honour of receiving be
loved 'Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khimum as his personal 
representative. 

Hand of the Cause William Sears greeting some of the 
African Baha~is at the Kampala railroad station upon 

their arrival at the Conference. 

Conference Overwhelmingly Successful 
Kampala is, by the standards of the world, a small 

and quiet town, situated high on a cool, green plateau 
on the shores of azure Lake Victoria, in the heart of 
Uganda and Africa. If one could tum back the pages of 
its history. it is doubtful if one could discover ~ecords 
of any comparable period of furious preparatIon for 
coming events. 

It was at first visualized that approximately 400 peo
ple would attend the Conference; about half of whom 
would be from among the Mrican believers. Then the 
Hands of the Cause in the Holy Land acted-first, to 
invite as their guests an African attendance of at least 
400 and then to urge as many as possible of the Persian 
fri~nds to come. Successive stages of frantic planning 
and re-planning brought us to within two weeks of the 
convening of the Conference, when it was learned that 
five chartered aircraft would bring 315 believers from 
Persia alone. All our plans were now totally inadequate. 
Every hotel in town was solidly booked with Baha'is. 
There wasn't another bed to be had. The auditorium 
in which it had been planned to hold the Conference 
would seat at most six hundred. We had to begin all 
over again. 

The first gathering of the friends w~s. at the .Unity 
Feast on the afternoon prior to the offICIal opemng of 
the Conference. The seven bus-loads of African be
lievers from Uganda were yet to arrive, but already a 
wonderful spirit of unity and purpose could be felt as 
the friends listened to the opening greetings of Hands of 
the Cause Tarazu'llah Samandari, Enoch Olinga, and 
William Sears. 

MAT 1958 

Immediately after the Feast, a small group of the 
Hands of the Cause, Auxiliary Board, National As
sembly, and Conference Committee members went to 
the airport to greet 'Amatu'l-Baha RUhiyyih Khimum, 
accompanied by Dr, Lotfullah Hakim, member of the 
International BaM'i Council, and by Mr. and Mrs. Cha}· 
loner Chute, 'Amatu'l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum's cousin 
and her husband. From the moment she stepped off the 
plane, dressed in beautiful white, she was, as the Chair
man expressed it sO well on the closing afternoon of 
the Conference-"the heart, the light, the life, every
thing about this Conference." 

Deeply tired, grief-stricken-she nonetheless gave of 
herself utterly, without regard for health or rest, stand
ing at times for many hours, despite their ardent 
protests, to meet and greet the believers who now 
turned to her for love and comfort in their deprivation. 
Her beauty of spirit and face, her simplicity and in
formality, her deep understanding of our needs, her 
gentle love and comforting touch, and most of all her 
deep, deep love of our Guardian and her determination 
that his plans shall be fulfilled, eased our aching hearts, 
and turned OUr thoughts and energies to consideration 
of the vital work ahead. 

Ultimately, six Hands of the Cause, a member of the 
International Baha'i Council, sixteen Auxiliary Board 
members, and representatives from eleven national 
spiritual assemblies (including those from the four Afri
can regional assemblies, those from the other national 
assemblies which had participated in the African cam
paign-Britain, India, ·Iraq, Persia, and the United 
States, and those from Arabia and Japan), 450 of the 
devoted African believers, and other friends from 
Africa and the rest of the world to a total of 950 were 
present at the formal convening of the Conference the 
following morning. 

A magnet to the sorrowing Baha'i WOrld, the Confer
ence had drawn believers from its remotest precincts. 
Two Knights of Bah;' 'u'llilh had winged their way to 
Mrica from far-off island outpost-s, one from palm-clad 
Truk in the Caroline Islands of the mid-Pacific Ocean, 
and the other from Lofoten Island, deep within the ice
bound reaches of the Arctic Circle. On that opening 
morning, we heard greetings from the revered Hand of 
the Cause, Musa Banani, and had our first opportunity 
of welcoming 'Amatu'l-Baha Ruhlyyih Khanum. 

Those who could not journey to Kampala nonetheless 
came in spirit. Cablegrams and letters of greeting 
poured in from the far corners of the world. Hands of 
the Cause and national assemblies, innumerable com
munities and individuals throughout the globe sent mes
sages of love and loyalty-from England, Ireland, 
France, Germany, Switzerland, Portugal, Italy, Turkey, 
Lebanon, 'Iraq, Persia, Pakistan, India, Indonesia, Aus
tralia, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, the United States, 
and Alaska-and from South Mrica, Southern Rhodesia, 
Nyasaland, Italian Somaliland, Ethiopia, Sudan, Egypt, 
Tunisia, Morocco, French West Africa, Madeira Island, 
Canary Islands, Cape Verde Islands, and Angola. 

Portrait of B.h,,',,'II .. h Reverently Shown 
On the afternoon of the first day when the doors were 

opened, there was a loud .scuffling of running feet, the 
sounds of many voices, much pushing and peering
something important was about to happen. Now had 
come that one sacred moment when they were to be 
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allowed to gaze on His countenance. They rushed to the 
scene of their joy. eager, excited. As the prayers were 
read and chanted, as the friends sat facing the banks 
of many.hued tropical flowers, in the bosom of which, 
arranged on a cloth of rich green velvet and sur· 
rounded by deep red roses and carnations, were the 
four precious relics sent to the Conference by our be
loved Guardian, a deep silence fell over the room. 

As they passed slowly, reverently before 'Amatu'l
Baha Rilhiyyih 1:Cl>anum to be annointed with the attar 
of roses found in our beloved Guardian's suitcase at the 
time- of his passing, as they paused on bended knee be
fore the framed lock of Baha'u'llah's precious hair, the 
exquisitely ornamented, round silver box containing a 
small bag of the blessed earth from the Inmost Shrine 
of Baha'u'IIa.h, the beautifully framed reproduction of 
His portrait, and, resting in a wooden mosaic box, the 
piece of the plaster from the Bah's cell in the Prison 
Fortress of Mah-ku, one could not but note the solem
nity and awe with which they went. From 3:30 until 
1.:15 p,m., row after row moved slowly forward. 

All of this time 'Amalu'I-Baha Ruhlyyih Khanum stood 
-annointing all, embracing most of the women, chat
ting briefly with many, a smile touching her lips as she 
recognized some eager African friend come twice to see 
his Lord. 

Guardian', Map Displayed 
The following morning our hearts were again stirred 

when we heard 'Amalu'I-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum ex
plain the beautiful map, especially prepared and sent 
by our beloved Guardian, showing the progress of the 
Ten-Year Spiritual Crusade at its midway point, and 
about the manner of his work for this Cause. 

"Friends, it is a very happy and unhappy moment in 
our Ii yes to see this precious la st gift of the Guardian. 
Happy because it shows the triumphs we owe to him, 
and unhappy because it is the last thing of that kind we 
will ever have from his blessed hands. 

, 
"1 would like to tell you that this map-not this one 

but the original of which this is a copy-was entirely 
drawn up by the Guardian himself. He had the most 
extraordinary genius for sO many things, and one of 
them was making these maps. Nobody every taught 
him how to make them, and I don't think he ever saw 
anyone make a map in all of his life. He would go and 
do it with swiftness that was unbelievable. To copy 
this map took a professional two weeks in Haifa, and 
I think that the Guardian must have drawn most of it 
the first day that he worked on it, and 1 don't think 
that it took him a total of more than three days work
jng time to make the entire ·map. The whole plan in 
its symmetry and beauty is that of the Guardian. 

OWe are too near to our work to realize what we 
have accomplished: and above all, we are too close 
to the Guardian to reaUze what he has accomplished. 
Many of the people in Israel who had a sort of esteem 
and admiration for the Faith, after the passing of the 
Guardian realized with a shock that they had lost some
thing very great, and even ordinary people-people who 
had contact with us as laborers, as worker~ at Haifa, 
were very, very grieved by his passing, because sud
denly the body of the man had disappeared and the 
greatness of the man, like the shadow on the wall, be
gan to appear before their eyes. We don't know what we 
are commemorating in this meeting, but future genera
tions will realize. 

"Everything he accomplished, he didn't accomplish 
because he was lost in prayer and meditation. He ac
complished it because he worked often sixteen hours 
a day until his heart stopped. 1 wanted to say that we 
have everything. Of course, we haven't got what we 
want, which is our Guardian, but he has left us with 
such a heritage of plans and instructions and example, 
apart from the Writings of Baha'u'll8h and 'Abdul 1-
Baha, that we can safely say that we have everything 
to go forward with the work of his Faith. 

"If the friends, and by that I mean all of them from 

The convention haU at the Kampala InteTcontinenta~ ConfeTence. 
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Hands of the Cause and Auxiliary Board members 
attending the Kampala. Intercontinental Conference. 

the highest to the lowest, and the most active to the 
most inactive, would pause before they take action, 
and just consider the Guardian's words and example, 
they will find that they know what is the right thing to 
do for the Cause. 

"The Guardian, having the whole Baha'i world in 
his hand, keeping all the reins in his hands, was able 
to accompli::;;h so much, of course, because he was the 
Sign of God on earth also, but the means by which he 
did it was the close contact he had with all the national 
assemblies and many of the local assemblies, and, of 
course, the Hands all over the world. This was how he 
kept the reins in his hand and so was able to create 
this map. If he had not had this close contact, he would 
not have been able to do the map. 

"Now you must all remember that although the 
Guardian has ascended to the Abha Kingdom and is 
freed from the torture and slavery of his life in this 
world, we must go on and carry out his plans, and 
carry forward our faith. 

"The World Center of the Faith is the Qiblih of the 
Sahati world, where the body of the supreme Manifes
tation of God is laid to rest. It is also the seat of the 
future International House of Justice. The friends must 
go on turning to that Center, strengthening it with their 
love and prayers and sending in their reports, so that 
the Hands, who are broken-hearted and crushed with 
the burden of responsibility that has fallen upon them, 
can continue this work of the Guardian until such date 
as the administration of the Faith can be handed over 
to the International House of Justice. 

"Haifa is the administrative and spiritual center of 
our Faith, established by the Manifestation of God, 
Baha'u'Uah. All the friends must constantly turn in 
their hearts to that center-strengthen it and draw 
strength from it, and pour in information of what they 
are doing so that we can know where we stand, and 
in 1963, God willing, we will be able to have accom
plished all the plans of our beloved Guardian." 

On the afternoon of the second day, 'Amatu'I·Bah;;' 
:RUhiyyih_ Khanum read to us the moving and beautifu1 
message which had been sent to, the Cel').ference by 
the Hands of the Cause in the Holy Land. (Editor'S 

MAY lt5' 

Note: This message appears in March BARA~i NEWS) 
The consultations on this and other messages brought 

forth that afternoon a most remarkable display by the 
PerSIan friends' of their willing self-sacrifice, devotion, 
loyalty, and love for our Faith and for 'Amatu'l-Saha 
Ruruyyib Khlmum and the Hands of the Cause in the 
Holy Land at this time of supreme crisis. In a span
~aneous burst of generosity, which many of them cou1d 
111. afford from the worldly vie'WPoint, the Persian 
fnends, and a small group of the other friends pres
ent, contributed a total of £100,000 ($l8n,OOO), ear. 

Ruhiyyih Khanum speaking with the architect of the 
African Tempte a.t the site, prior to the ceremony to 
p~ace the two caskets in the Tempte foundation. 

marked variously for the Temple, the teaching work 
pioneering, literature, the Continental Fund the ereC: 
tion and perpetuation of a Baha'i School, and other im
portant needs of the Faith in Africa. 

Of this wonderful response to the needs of the Cause 
'Amatu'l-Baha. Ruhiyyih Khanum said: ' 

"The Persian Baha'is are our ancestors. They are 
the ones who had the inestimable bounty of having 
the Manifestation of God for this age appear in their 
country. They are the ones who first accepted Him, 
and twenty thousand of them laid down their lives in 
His path. Because of the handicaps in the country in 
which they live, they are neither able to go out and 
serve as freely as their offspring, nor have they the 
same vigor always. And so, like good parents, they 
yearn over their children; they bless their children; 
they take care of their children; and, in this case, it 
looks as if they are going to finance their children. 

On Friday evening, 'Amatu'I-Baha RUhiyyib Khimum 
showed us first the exquisite colored films she had 
brought of the Shrines and gardens in 'Akka and 
Haifa, explaining first in Persian and then in English 
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(with Ateso translations following) all that we saw, 
telling uS the stories of how our beloved Guardian had 
created this magic world of beauty out of the rocky, 
forbidding mountainside and plain. 

Then, in the darkness and silence, our eyes gazed 
through a veil of tears upon that wintry London scene, 
where our hearts lay buried beneath the sweet-scented 
mounds of fresh-cut flowers which bore the inscrip
tion, "From R Uhiyyih and all your loved ones and 
lovers all over the world whose hearts are broken.' t 

The following morning, the Conference cabled a re
quest to the British National Assembly that a large 
b:cuquet of roses, gardeniasJ and lilies so loved by the 
Guardian, be placed upon his grave on behalf of the 
Conference. The roses and carnations which had lain 
on the table with the holy relics on the opening day 
had been lovingly gathered by 'Amalu'I-Bah" Riihiyyih 
Khimum and given to the British representative, also 
to be placed on the grave of the Guardian. On the 
final afternoon, at a time .when the platform was filled 
to capacity with the pioneers to and in Africa, 
and at that moment when, it had been cabled, Hand of 
the Cause Hasan Balyuzi would be placing our flowers 
on the beloved Guardian's final resting place, we 
paused in the utter silence of our deepest feelings to 
join him there at the, graveside. 

Laying Foundation Stone of Temple 
On the afternoon of the fourth day 1 a long line of 

private cars and taXis, followed by fourteen huge 

1l 

buses, wound their way into the lush green country· 
side surrounding Kampala and up the lower slopes of 
"'our hill, " Kikaya Hill, where Our Ma®riqu'l Adbkir 
is being constructed, and where we witnessed, under 
the heat of a blazing sun, the laying of the foundation 
stone, beneath which 'Amatu'I-BahO. Riihiyyih Khanum 
and Hand of the Cause Musa Bananl lovingly placed 
the silver box containing the sacred earth from the 
Shrine of Baha'u'lhlh, and the wooden box containing 
a piece of the plaster from the Prison Fortress of 
Mah-kU, where the Blessed Bab had been incarcerated. 
The foundation stone, shielding its precious treasures, 
will ultimately lie under the wall on that side of the 
Temple facing out across a grassy valley towards the 
Qiblih of the Baha'i world-'Akka. 

Thus, this Africa of ours and its Mother Temple are 
forever spiritually linked to the World Center and the 
Cradle of our Faith_ In the morning, we had heard 
the story of the purchase of the land, the design and 
construction of the ~other Templet and the appeals 
for its successful cOmpletion. In the afternoon, at the 
Temple ceremony, 'Amatu'l-Baha RUhiyyih Khimum 
told us how she had found a number of small, hand
sewn silk bags made by the Greatest Holy Leaf herself, 
and how the beloved Guardian had been pleased and 
had instructed that the sacred earlh for our Temple 
should be placed in one such bag. The Hand of the 
Cause, Musa Banani, explained that this plaster Was 
from the ceiling of the cell in which the Holy Bab had 
revealed His Book of the Covenant and His Laws. 

Visitors assembling at the Temple site prior to the cere,mony to place the caskets containing the earth from 
the Inmost Shrine of Bah<i'u'n<ih and the fragment of plaster from the eel! of the B<ib in Mah-ku prison. 
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Each of these treasured dusts was carefully pro
tected from the ravages of time. The earth in its 
small bag was placed first in a glass container, then 
in its silver box. The plaster. in its wooden box, was 
sealed in an outer container of metal. The vault it
self was lined with two hand-woven Persian silk 
scarves. 

The Hour of Consultation and Response 
Following the stirring tribute to Shoghi Effendi by 

RUhiyyih Khimum (see page 4 of this issue of BAH~f 
NEWS), there came the hour of consultation-the hour 
of response. Now the African friends rose to open 
their hearts, to reveal their deepest feelings, to voice 
their love, to pledge their strength. 

Of all the many who spoke, Max Kanyerezi, a mem
ber of Central and East African National Assembly, 
seemed to epitomize their sentiments: ,jIn the first 
place, after the passing away- of our beloved,_ there 
came the letter from the National Assembly telling 
Us that we have everything. I did not realize that we 
have everything until we came to this Conference. We, 
particularly Africans, we have everything; really 
everything is love of our beloved Guardian. We have 
seen, and we have been assured by 'Amatu'l-Baha 
RUhiyyih Khanum, how great the love of our beloved 
Guardian was towards us. 

"Now what are we going to do? Are we going to go 
back with this love and sit down in our cottages and 
be sure that the Guardian loved us? Are we going to 
be proud that we were brave to have- been among 
the Bah.a 7is today, and rest assured that we have every
thing because the Guardian loved us and we are 
Baha'is? I just must remind you about a few words 
of Jesus Christ-to whom is given much, he win be 
asked much. Do you realize the great responsibility 
that our beloved Guardian has laid on our heads? It 

Ruh'l/l/ih Khanum with some of the African women 
Baha'is. 

is tremendous, and we don't know how to fulfill it. We 
cannot repay what we have been given-the only way 
that we can show that we realize how great was the 
love of our beloved for us is to dedicate ourselves to 
the Faith of Baha'u'llah. Let everyone of us be content 
in his mind that he can say that we shall set on fire 

MAl 19sa 

The metal box containing the wooden box which en· 
closes the fragment of plaster from Mah-ku. 

the whole of this continent ... I think you will (turn
ing to 'Amatu'I-Baha Ruhiyyth Khanum) when you go 
back to Haifa? please, give the account to the Hands 
that Africans have now determined to do everything, 
and will leave nothing until everything be brought to 
completion. ~, 

Ruhfyyih Kh6num's Journey to Tese 
The joy and anticipation of the African believers 

when they first heard that a Conference was to be 
held in Kampala, and that 'Amatu'I-Bah" Ruhiyyth 
Khanum would attend, sowed also the seeds of longing 
in their hearts-longing that 'Amatu'I-Baha Ruhiyyih 
Khanum might come to visit them in their own homes. 

Loving requests were received inviting her to come to 
Teso, the heart of the Faith in Uganda, 200 miles 
from Kampala, where over 1400 Baha'is live, and 
where there are forty·two spiritual assemblies. The 
longing wishes of the friends were conveyed to her p 

and to everyone's great joy, she decided to make a 
brief visit to Teso. 

There, for twenty-four of what she described as 
some of the happiest hours of her visit to Uganda, 
'Amatu'I-Baha Ruhiyyih Khimum shared the life of Af
rica-eating curried turkey and soup, millet, rice, and 
matoke (cooked, green bananas), drinking what be
came her favorite African beverage "smoked water," 
and sitting on handwoven grass mats to watch the 
evening program of traditional dancing and singing. 

From all over Teso had come the outstanding teach
ers of the Faith to hear more about the Guardian's 
love for them, and to be encouraged and inspired by 
her loving words. The meetings were held on the site 
of the former Tilling Baha'i Center, originally con
structed of mud and wattle, with grass for the roof. 
When she heard that their center, despite repeated ef
forts to save it had ultimately been consumed by white 
ant invasions, 'Amatu'l-Baha RUhiyyih Khanum gen· 
erously contributed for the erection of the new and 
permanent center for which they have yearned so long. 
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A local chief came to pay his respects to 'Amatu
'I-Baha RUhiyyih &.l:1.f1num, and she asked him to be 
one of her translators. She visited an African junior 
secondary school, where a Teso Baha'i is headmaster, 
and where she spoke to the entire student body. 

The Teso friends will never forget her loving infor
mality, her wonderful sense of humor, her deep love 
for them, and her admiration of their work for our 
beloved Faith. The women, in particular, flowered un
der her spontaneous interest in their lives, especially 
their kitchens! The love of the believers was expressed 
in beautiful gifts of hand·carved ebony and ivory one 
of which, a beautiful walking stick, had been bought 
some time ago to be sent through her to the beloved 
Guardian, and which 'Amatu'}-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum 
promised would now be placed in his room in the Man
sion of Bahj i. 

In Teso. now, and wherever there are African be
lievers who attended the Conference, the friends proud .. 
ly wear a small black and gold nine-pointed star pinned 
to their lapels-the black of the background, a sym-

Rtihiyyih Khanum v-lsiting the Baha'is of Teso, Uganda. 

bol of the black races of the world; and the gold of 
the Greatest Name, a symbol of the yellow races. 
Five hundred of these pins, inscribed on the back, 
"Baha'i love from Baha'js of Japan" were sent as a 
special gift from the Baha'is of Japan to the African 
believers attending the Conference. 

Farewell to RuhlyYih Kh.inum 
The final morning had dawned. Beloved and revered 

Hands of the Cause William Sears, Enoch Olinga, 
Tarazu'llah Samandari, John Robarts, and Musa 
Banani were on the platform with 'Amatu'l-Baha 
Riihiyyih Khanum-there to send us back from 
paradise into the world, to place our feet firmly on 
God's earth and to speed us along His ordained path. 

At lunch on that final day of her visit to Africa 
'Amatu'I-Baha Ruhiyyih K[lanum drew from her hand
bag an article wrapped in a white silk handkerchief. 
To the friends gathered about her she said, "1 cannot 
do more for you than to show you this-our beloved 
Guardian's notebook, which he kept always in his 
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pocket." With that she unfolded the handkerchief and 
revealed a small but thick red leather loose-leaf note
book. 

Opening it, she showed us the pages upon pages of 
lists of statistics of the Faith and other notes, all 
meticulously entered in the beloved Guardian's own 
handwriting. Where goals had been accomplished, they 
had been crossed off. One page had all but one item 
crossed off in heavy ink. The pages of the notebook 
had been endlessly thumbed, and 'Amatu'I-Baha Riihly
yih Khanum told us that the beloved Guardian thus 
carried the Baha 'j world in his pocket, using this small 
book incessantly. 

As we drove those twenty sad miles to bid her fare
well at the airport, our minds dwelt upon the scenes 
of the Conference and al1 that it had meant to us
and especially upon what 'Amatu'I-Baha Riihlyyih 
Khanum's presence had brought of love and comfort, 
of inspiration and renewed dedication, Particularly, 
we thank her in our hearts for that one sublime day 
when she had spoken many hours to us of our be
loved Guardian, and had, all evening, selflessly stood 
to be introduced and to chat to every believer who had 
come to the Conference. Indeed she had been Hthe 
heart, the light, the life-everything about this Con
ference." 

As the silver wings of the plane carrying our be
loved and revered 'Amatu'l-Baha into the cloudless 
African skies and back to the Holy Land flew low over 
our heads and then up to disappear in the blue hor
izons. these beautiful and stirring words of Baha'u'llah 
and the Master, quoted by Hand of the Cause William 
Sears at the close of the Conference, echoed and re
echoed in our memories and seemed to bring together 
in one small breath, all that we had been trying so 
inadequately to say during these many days. 

"I say unto you that anyone who will rise u.p in 
the Cause of God at this time shal! be filled with the 
spirit of God, and that He will send His hosts from 
heaven to help you, and that nothing shal! be impo.
sible to you if you have faith. And now I give a com
ma_ndment which shan be for a covenant between you. 
and Me-that ye have faith; that your faith be stead
fast as a rock that no storms can move, that nothing 
can disturb, and that it endure through all things even. 
to the end; even should you hear that your Lord has 
been crucified, be not shaken in your faith; jor I am 
with you always whether living or dead. I am with 
you to the end. As ye have faith, so shall your powers 
and blessings be. This is the balance-this is the bal
ance-this is the balance . . , Ye are . . . the breeze 
that stirreth at the break of day, the soft-flowing waters 
upon which must depend the very life Of aU men, . , . 
Neither su:n nor moon hath witnessed a day such as 
this Day . . . This is the day in which to speak . . . 
Appreciate the value of the hours that are stiU yours, 
jar they shaU come to you no more and you wit! 
never have a like opportunity. For even as the swift
ness of lightning your body shaH be taid to rest beneath 
a canopy of dust. What can ye then achieve? How can 
ye then atone your past failures? Arise in My Name, 
upon you be the glory of all that is in the heavens 
and aU that is on the earth." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

OF CENTRAL AND EAST AnuCA. 
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Legal Recognition, Inuease 
in Centers Reported in Morocco 

The last weeks preceding Ridvan 
found the Regional Teaching Com
mittee of Morocco working concer
tedly with the friends to form as 
many new local spiritual assemblies 
as possible from their collective 
numbers. 

The history of the Cause of 
Baha'u'llah in Morocco is a unique 
one that begins, upon the announce
ment of the Ten-Year Plan, with the 
discovery that a Baha'i was already 
resident in the country, This was fol
lowed, less than four years later, by 
the supplementary plan that in
cluded acquisition of a 1;Ia.p.rtu'l
Quds. The friends' in Morocco 
replied, almost by return mail, that 
this goal, too, was achieved twice 

over, in Rabat and in Larache, and 
that the site for a third had been 
acquired in Tangier, 

These past five years have been 
marked by the increase by more 
than a hundredfold of that first lone 
banner of Bahatu'llah: local spiritual 
assemblies number six; the forma
tion of at least two new ones is as
sured this Ric;lvan (Meknez and Port 
Lyautey); the number of centers 
equals no less than fifteen; the 
F ai th has been offici ally registered 
with the government, and the result
ing recognition is expected to br.ing 
with it an official request by the 
government to incorporate a per
manent national body; if so, the 
Moroccan National Spiritual Assem
bly may be elected during Ri<;lvan 
116. 

The friends, both indigenous and 
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pioneers, are most eager to accom
plish whatsoever is advantageous to 
the Cause they love so dearly; so 
much so that when it became known 
that Meknez and Port Lyautey had 
insufficient numbers to assure form
ation of the new local assembliesJ 

more than enough persons from 
other communities took up resi
dence in these cities~ the trend went 
too far, and a previously established 
community found itself lacking. 

This is one of the problems with 
which the Regional Teaching Com~ 
mi ttee struggles, but to the friends 
in Morocco it is just another man
ifestation of ~hat wonderfully dedi
ca ted spirit through which the 
Baha'is, worldwide, achieve the 
goals that each year become more 
startling than the year before. 

-ROBERT L. HAFER 

Photostats of deed of sale, transferring thirteen titles to the Shrine of Bahc!'u'!!lih, to the Mansion of Bahli'u'l!/ih, 
and aU the properties at Bahji from the State of ISTael to the Israel Branch of the National Spiritual Assembly 

of the Baha'is of the United States of America. 
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Cornerstone Containing Baha'i Documents and Relics 

Laid in Ceremony at Baha'i Home in Wilmette 

The cornerstone of the Baha'i 
Home for the Aged in Wilmette, con~ 
taming many Baha'i documents and 
relics, was laid in a formal cere
mony on April 5, 1958. 

Horace Holley, Hand of the Cause 
and Secretary of the U.S. National 
Spiritual Assembly, representing the 
Baha'i Temple Trustees, addressed 
the gathering of over sixty per sons 
that included John C. Sanderson, 
president of the Wilmette Village 
Board; William Campbell Wright, 
architect of the Baha'i Home; repre· 
sentatives of the contractor and con· 
struction firms; Wilmette residents, 
and Baha'is from the Chicagoland 
area. 

"Our architect, William Campbell 
Wright, has designed a structure 
which admirable provides for guests 
and management personnel, and in 
addition has produced a building in 
keeping with the neighborhood,!! Mr. 
Holley stated in his address. "The 
Baha'is are proud indeed to add this 
second national Baha'i institution to 
the resources of Wilmette Village. 
Our investment in the village ex
ceeds three million dollars, and the 
House of Worship and its landscaped 
gardens have attracted some nine 
hundred thousand visitors from coun
tries throughout the world." 

Horace HoUey, Hand Of the Cause (faT right), addressing the audience at 
the laying of the cornerstone of the Baha'i Home fOT the Aged in Wilmette 

on April 5, 1958. 

Explaining the significance of the 
Baha'i Home, Mr. Holley said: "The 
Baha'i Home has this relationship to 
the Baha'i Temple: it fulfills the 
meaning and power of divine wor
ship in service to our fellow men; 
for this institution is not restricted to 
members of our Faith. but opens its 
doors to persons without any reli
gious discrimination." 

Words of appreciation to the Vil
lage authorities were followed by the 

annolUlcement that the Saha'i 
Temple Trustees have submitted an 
offer to the Wilmette Village Board 
to select a Wilmette· resident as a 
non-paying guest in the BahaJi 
Home: 

"On behalf of the Baha'i Trustees 
I wish to express our grateful ap
preciation to the Village authorities 
for their kind cooperation over the 
period of nearly fifty years since 
the first piece of land was pur
chased for the future Temple. 

"In token of this appreciation, the 
Trustees have submitted an offer to 
the Village Board to receive as a 
non-paying guest any Wilmette resi
dent the Board chooses to desig
nate." 

After describing the contents of 
the copper box that was later 
placed within the concrete corner
stone inscribed with the figure 
"1958," Mr. Holley closed his talk 
with "May I now, in conclusion. ex
press the confident hope that the 
Saha'i Home will prove to be a cred
it to this Village and deserve the 
goodwill of its citizens." 

The documents and materials to 
be preserved within the cornerstone 
include: 

The Baha'i Home fOT the Aged in Wilmette, showing pTogTess in construc- Members of the National Spiritual 
Assembly 1957-58 tion as of April 5, 1958 . 
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Names of Architect and Contractors 
Messages from the Guardian: 

Launching the World Embracing 
Spiritual Crusade, October 8, 1952 

To the Forty-ninth Annual Conven
tion of the American Baha'is, 
April 1957 

The Baha'i F aith-
Ten Year Baha') Teaching Plan by 

Shoghi Effendi 
Baha'i House of Worship 
World Map showing where Baha'is 

reside, April 1957 
BaM'; World Faith 

(marked copy) 
Photographs: 

Shrine of the Bab in the Holy Land 
Baha'i House of Worship. Wilmette, 

illinois 
Sand from the Shrine of Baha 'u'Uilh 
Quartz used in building Baha'i House 

of Worship 
Orange from tree in the courtyard of 

the House of the Bah in Shiraz, 
Persia 

City of Acre-Israeli Tourist Pam
phlet 

Chicago Tribune article, March 3, 
1957 

Chicago Daily News article, March 
13, 1958 

Wilmette Life article, December 5, 
1!!57 

Copy of letter to President of Village 
of Wilmette, April I, 1958 

Baha'is of Northeast Africa 
Share Inspiration and Deepening 

A Baha'i Youth Committee of As
mara, Eritrea (Ethiopia), appointed 
by the Local Spiritual Assembly of 
Asmara a year ago, has made ex
cellent progress in teaching as well 
as in deepening their own know. 
ledge of the Faith. Through their 
efforts they have not only increased 
their numbers considerably in a 
year, but have rendered a great 
service to the entire community, the 
Local Assembly states. 

One of their first steps was to or· 
ganize Youth Conferences, held 
every other week, with lecturers 
and discussion on various Baha'i 
topics. They also took responsibility 
in conducting courses at the First 
Asmara Summer School and in bring. 
ing friends to the sessions. Other 
services rendered by the youth have 
been translation work, and assisting 
the Teaching Committee during the 
months of their school vacation. 

Visitors Bring Stimulus 
to Baha'Is of Somali. 

Colored films of the Asmara Sum
mer School were taken by Auxiliary 
Board member Mr. Shayani on a 
visit to the Baha'is of Mogadiscio in 
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Somalia in January just prior to the 
Africa Conference in Kampala. 
Shortly after the Conference the re
vered Hand of the Cause, Mr. 
Samandari, accompanied by Habib
ullah Manavi of Turkey, visited the 
Mogadisco community and met 
with many of their friends, The As
sembly reports: "He was always 
ready to receive and serve visitors 
and his wonderful spirit was an in
spiration and example for all.'~ 
Jeanne Mesbah, returning to Asmara 
from the Conference. also met willi 
these friends, "bringing her radiance 
and enthusiasm to encourage a small 
community, " 

I 
"A New Day Comes" Published 
in Oneida for Indian Teaching 

A New Day Comes, selections 
from Baha'i Writings in Oneida and 
Englisht is just off the press. Oneida 
is a dialect of the Iroquois Indian 
group, Friends who can use this 
booklet in their teaching work 
among the Indians are invited to re
quest free copies from the Ameri
can Indian Service Committee; Mrs. 
Nancy Phillips, secretary; 736 En
canto Drive, S,E.; Phoenix, Ariz. 

Baha'is attending the Naw-Ruz observance in Kampala, Uganda, 1958, 
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Los Angeles Baha'is Assist Indians • 
In 

Mrs. Stevie Standingbear (left) and Mrs. Piquali Rifle 
(right), directors of the Los Angeles Indian Center, with 
Mrs. Nancy Phillips of the Baha'i Indian Service Com.mittee, 
at the Los Angeles Indian Center on February 22. The 
friendly welcome the Baha'is received seems to be reflected 

in the faces of Mrs. Standingbear and Mrs. Rifle. 

The Los Angeles Baha'i Commu
nity has initiated a program, under 
the guidance of the American Indian 
Service Committee, of assisting 
American Indians in their city who 
are undergoing the difficult problem 
of relocation and adjustment to city 
life. It began with an all-day Indian 
Teaching Conference on February 22. 
with thirty-eight Baha 'is present in 
the morning to hear Francis Johnson 
and Mrs. Nancy Phillips from the 
Indian Service Committee, and Da
vid Villasenor of Pasadena speak on 
the Indian's background, his spiritual 
depth, and his special problems. 

17 

Adjustment to City Life 

dian Service Committee, to be sin
cere in their efforts and above all not 
to make any promises to the Indians 
that they could not fulfill. 

Concerning these initial efforts the 
Los Angeles Bahci'i Journal states: 
"Each Baha'i whu attended felt the 
historic importance of this 'reaching 
out' by the Baha'i community to as· 
sist the Indians. _ . Positive plans for 
a continuing action program will now 
be centered on one facet of Ameri~ 
cats Spiritual Mission-that of teach~ 
fig the Indian through service." 
Abdul'~Baha said, "You must give 

great importance to teaching the In~ 
dians, that is, the aborigines of 
America!' Shoghi Effendi has con
tinually emphasized the importance 
of this teaching work. 

In addition to the urgent pioneering 
needs on the reservations, opportuni
ties are now being presented to 
Baha!is in major cities of the United 
States to engage in service to their 
brothers, the first Americans. The 
United States Government Bureau of 
Indian Affairs has a program of re
locating Indians to five major cities
Los Angeles, San Francisco Denver 
Chicago, and St. Louis.' , 

In the afternoon twenty-eight 
Baha'is went to the Indian Center in 
Los Angeles and held frank consul
tation concerning the needs of the 
Indians, after which they were es
corted to residential areas where the 
Indian relocatees live. In the evening 
the Baha'is again met to discuss 
ways in which they might be of serv
ice to the Indians. They were advised 
by Mr. Johnson, chairman of the In-

David Vi!lasenor of Pasadena, Calif., explaining the symbolism of Navajo 
sand painting, with Mrs. Nancy Phillips. 
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Many New Book Titles Announced 
at U. S. National Convention 

An unusual number of new titles 
has been announced this year by 
the U.S. Baha'i Publishing Trust, 
their publication dates coinciding 
with the '1958 National Convention 
and the Western Hemisphere Confer
erence. The majority of these works 
have been planned specifically to fill 
the most urgent need s in relation to 
the teaching work that remains to 
be accomplished during this last half 
of the Ten-Year Plan. 

T ribule 10 Shoghi Effendi 
Through arrangements with the 

publisher of Circle of Faith by Mar
cus Bach, a book has been published 
that includes only the section on 
Shoghi Effendi, along with an intro
duction by Hand of the Cause Hor
ace Holley t and including a tribute 
given to the beloved Guardian by 
Marcus Bach at the time of his pass
ing in London. 

An Appeal to Christians 
by Auxiliary Board Member 

Great Themes of Life by Eric 
Bowes consists of lectures origin
ally given in a Congregational 
church in Australia with simple, di
rect logic, clearly understandable to 
the average Christian church mem
ber. This is an excellent follow-up to 
the teaching campaign inaugurated 
so vigorously last year with The 
Christian Cent"'1l Reprint, Chriot 
and Bana'u'll4h, and The Lord of the 
New Age. 

Flexible-Covered Prayer Books 
Now Available 

Because of many requests from the 
friends for a soft·covered prayer 
book printed on thin India paper, 
an edition has been published. This 
is the Combined Edition, containing 
both the General and Occasional 
Prayers. A flexible·covered General 
Prayers has also been produced but 
printed on the same antique paper 
as before. 

New Children's Book in Color 
A new children's book that delight

fully illustrates the invocation 
Blessed Is the Spot, has been pub
lished, with drawings prepared by 
Anna Stevenson. 

other new tiUes include God, His 
Mediator and Man, a book on com
parative religion by Pritam Singh 
and Doris McKay; The Destiny of 
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First Local Spiritual Assembly Of the BaM'is Of Apia, West
ern Samoa, formed On April 21, 1957. This is the first local 

assembly of the Samoan Islands. 

America, a new pamphlet by Stan
wood Cobb that covers the inception 
of the Faith in America, the Divine 
Plan, the present World Crusade, 
and the future of the American na
tion, all in a manner to gain the 
respectful attention of the public for 
the meaning and purpose of the 
BaM.'i Faith; and a 1958-59 Pocket 
Calendar. 

A complete listing and descrip
tion. with prices, appears on page 
23 of this issue of BAHA'i NEWS, in 
the Bahii.'i Publishing Trust section. 

Centralized Literature Service 
Organized in Morocco 

The Regional Teaching Committee 
for Morocco announces that it has 
organized a central literature distri
bution service for all the- communi
ties and friends in Morocco. Litera
ture will be stocked in Arabic. Eng· 
lish. French, ~nd Spanish. The pur
chase of literature with different 
currencies will be facilitated by lo
cating the distribution center in the 
free exchange city of Tangier. 

In the past, difficulties incurred in 
obtaining literature on the part of 
individuals and by several communi
ties have resulted in much duplicated 
effort and a sporadic supply. The 
teaching efforts here have definite
ly been hampered by a lack of liter
ature and it is believed that the new 
central distribution service will el
minate these problems. 

Hand of Cause, Auxiliary Board 
Member on Teaching Tours in Canada 

John A. Robarts, Hand of the 
Cause from Africa, and former 
Chairman of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Canada, is at present on 
a cross-Canada speaking tour. 

While he was in the Maritimes~ 
several believers in the New Terri
tories goals gathered for the confer· 
ence held in Moncton. Bruce Mat
thews arrived from NewfoundlandJ 

Mrs. Doris Richardson from Grand 
Manan, Mrs. 01a Pawlowska from 
St. Pierre and Miquelon, Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred Allen and Mr. and Mrs. 
Irving Geary from Cape Breton, and 
Larry Rowdon from the Magdalen 
Islands. 

Mrs. Peggy Ross of Scarborough, 
Ontario, a member of the Auxiliary 
Board for Teaching for North Amer
ica, recently visited. western OntariO, 
where it is reported there is very ac
tive teaching work progressing. It 
is hoped that two new local assem
blies will be formed, and another 
assembly restored. 

Announce Dates For 
Djakarta Conference 

The fifth and final Intercontinen
tal Conference for 1958 will be held 
at Djakarta? Indonesia, on Septem
ber 22 to 27. 

Further details will be published 
in an early issue of BAHA'i NEWS. 
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The Teaching Challenge to Negro Baha'is 

Ever since the passing of our be
loved Guardian, the American Baha'i 
community has been endeavoring as 
never before to assess their total re
sponsibility in tbe global Crusade. 
Perhaps nowhere else can they find 
a clearer statement of the specific 
objectives for this closely-knit family 
tban in Shoghi Effendi's matchless 
document, "Heights Never Before At-

tained." Not the least of his strong 
admonitions and pleas is the urgent 
necessity to remove the stain of ra
cial prejudice from the mantle of the 
true believers and thereby attract 
with hearts of pure gold and actions 
of stainless sincerity the colored peo
ple while there is yet time in which 
to demonstrate the vitality and 
meaning of their Faith. 

Race Amity Day poster. This is a layout of the new 
four-color poster to be printed on heavy paper, size 
14x20 inches, ready to mount on caTd or corrugated 
board. Space at the bottom can be used for informa
tion of a local meeting, or for offering literature. 
The price is fifty cents each, five for $2.00, by third 
class mail. If wanted sent fiTst class, add five cents 
for one poster, ten cents for five. Money must ac
company o-rder, which should be received not lateT 
than May 31. Order from Baha'i Press Service, 434 

Thomas Ave., RochesteT 17, N.Y. 

In The Advent of Divine Justice 
the beloved Guardian's acute and 
peerless knowledge was forevisioned 
for us over twenty years ago, when 
he emphasized the critical necessity 
for the American friends to rid them
selves, once and for all, of any taints 
Dr hints of this pernicious defilement. 
The hour h as now com e when the 
Negro, enticed and sought after by 
an ever-increasing number of mis
sionary bands, have become deeply 
suspicious and highly sensitive. This 
suspicion, the Guardian said, was 
the Negro's protection against the 
perfidy of the white man's word and 
intention. Had they not been "a 
sound, talented and sensitive" peo
ple, he explained, tbey would have 
been relegated to the same conditions 
as the Indian minority. 

No individual, regardless of posi
tion or experience, could ever grasp 
the intensity and seriousness of this 
situation better than the Guardian. 
This was all the more evident in the 
force and power of his words, the 
sincerity and. empathy of his feelings, 
the fearlessness and audacity of his 
attitude. At one point in our meeting 
with the beloved Guardian, his dis. 
approbation of the deptb and degree 
of this malignant tumor in the fabric 
of American SOCiety caused us to suf
fer, with the white friends present, 
the depression induced by his words. 

Can such intense concern ever be 
considered lightly or easily dis
missed? Dare we, as the products of 
that very society, lose sight of this 
cancerous growth that has eaten 
away the heart and soul of those who 
harbor it? Cannot the submerged tur
bulence of this whole crisis be seen 
almost daily, a vindication of the 
Guardian's dire prediction? 

A Staggering Test of Faith 
Indeed, tbe friends of this country 

are faced with a difficult and stag
gering test of their faith. The chosen 
of God are bound to be a severely 
tested and tried people. The beloved 
Guardian explained that the Faith 
has not grown in America because 
there have as yet been no tests, no 
persecutions, no crises. Their glory 
and blessings are held back un til they 
have sacrificed everything solely for 
love of God and obedience to His 
commands. 

. ....., ... -
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The true Baha'i can expect to draw 
at first the recriminations and at
tacks of the misguided through his 
efforts to reflect the light and spirit 
of his Faith. Every day finds a fresh 
opportunity for the believer to show 
forth the attributes and qualities of 
the new race of mankind, inspired by 
the Bab, established by Baha'u'llah, 
exemplified by Abdu'l-Baha, and 
guided by Shoghi Effendi, 

The Guardian said that crises have 
a two·fold effect. On the one 
hand, they pur ge the F ai th, and on 
the other, they cause the Faith to 
grow and progress. He emphasized 
that the friends should be audacious 
in their devotion to the Cause and 
fearless in their undying zeal to 
serve Baha'u'llah. As an example of 
the purity of heart and soul, the 
deep sincerity and patient determin
ation of the true believer. he pointed 
to the outstanding victories of the 
pioneers in Africa and the South 
Pacific. 

Opportunity Extended Again 

What a golden opportunity for the 
colored friends to arise and answer 
the call to extend the loving. arm of 
the Faith they espouse to their 
brothers in the south as well as in 
the rest of the countryJ The beloved 
Guardian offered this precious priv
ilege once before to the colored be
lievers when the Africa camp aign 
was opened. Only a few responded. 
Now the gift of leading the ranks 

' ........ "-..... ,.~ .... 
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First Baha'i Summer School ot· Paraguay, held in the 
~a?iTatu't-Quds in Asuncion on March 1-2, 1958. 

and laying a firm foundation has 
been proffered to them again. As the 
Guardian said when he spoke of the 
American believers as a whole re
garding the triumphs of the African 
and South Pacific campaigns com
pared to the gains on the home front, 
"It remains to be seen what win be 
done!" 

Who else but our beloved Guard
ian could perceive the signs of the 
times and delineate our role so 
clearly and unmistakably? Let us 

with firm resolve and prayerful but 
instantaneous action meet this chal
lenging responsibility with undimin
shed vigor and win for the Cause 
of Baha'utllah those "inestimable 
prizes within Our reach." 

-WILLIAM W. ALLISON 

THELMA ALLISON 

Spi rit of Rededication Emerges 
From South American Schools 

Many new summer schools were 
inaugurated in South America this 
year in accordance with the Guard
ian·s instructions to establish 
schools in each country. From all 
over the continent have come ac
clamations of a new spirit of rededi
cation and a determination to 
accomplish all of the appointed 
tasks of the World Crusade, Although 
land has been acquired for these 
schools. complete facilities for func
tioning are not yet available every
where, so that temporary arrange
ments had to be made in many 
places; but the new spirit of unity 
and enthusiasm that prevailed was 
not dimmed by any lack of facilities~ 

Special School for 
Huanuni Indian Pioneers 

Baha'i Summer School held at GwaZioT, India, in October 1957, 

Bolivia held its first summer 
school December 20 to 30 in Cocha
bamba, with the all-Indian Baha'i 
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Five Baha'is Participate 
In New York UN NGO Conference 

Among the 500 participants from 
150 organizations attending the Con
ference of N on.Governmental Organ
izations on United Nations Informa
tion, held February 26 and 27 at UN 
Headquarters in New York, were five 
Baha'is representing the U.S, Na
tional Spiritual ABsembly and the 
Baha'i International Community_ 

The major theme was the tenth an
niversary of the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights, which is being 
observed during 1958, Stressed was 
the key importance of non-govern
mental organizations helping to make 
this observance worthy and fruitful. 

Baha/i Summer Schoo! and Congress hetd in Medelin, 
Colombia, on January 4-6, 1958. 

For two and a half of the four ses
sions the Conference met in plenary 
session; during the remaining time 
attendants separated into two work. 
ing groups, one devoting itself to 
plans for the observance, the other 
studying problems of the dissemina
tion of information on the progress of 
the work on two draft Covenants of 
Human Rights previous to February 
20, 1957, when they were approved by 
the Economic and Social Council, but 
action has not yet been taken by the 
G€neral Assembly. 

community of Huanuni joining them 
in close fellowship. In addition to 
this, a special Indian School was 
held in La Paz during the full month 
of March to give deepening and 
pioneer courses for the Indian vol~ 
unteers who wish to give the Baha'i 
message to their freinds. 

In Ezeiza, Argentina, one of the 
older established summer schools, 
intensive deepening classes brought 
out a peak attendance of forty on 
weekends. Both Paraguay and Uru
guay established the institution of 
the summer school this year-the 
former in Asun~ion on March 1 and 
2. Before and after the Asun~ion 
school sessions, an intensive teach
ing program was carried on with 
most encouraging results. Uruguay's 
first summer school met February 
21, 22, and 23 in Montevid eo with 
strong and harmonious participation 
by all who enrolled, 

Three Dedarati ons Res" It 
from Loncoche School 

USo intense was the spirit of con
firmation that three enrollments re
sulted . . ." states a report from 
the Loncoche, Chile, Baha'i School, 
at their meeting from January 17 
to 25, 

Because of distances involved and 
difficulties of travel, the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Brazil, Peru, 
Colombia, Ecuador, and Venezuela 
proposed that each Baha'i commu
nity have its own Summer School this 
year. The sessions in Arequipa, Peru, 

on February 9 and February 17 took 
the form of a workshop, with each 
Baha'i given an opportunity to dem
onstrate how to teach some aspect 
of the Faith. Their fellowship was 
highlighted by a picnic in a nearby 
country village for about thirty 
Baha'is and their families. 

Colombia held a combination Sum
mer School and their annual 
Regional Congress in Medelin from 
January 4 to 6, with study classes 
focused on the best ways to teach 
the Faith in their country. 

Whereas the Declaration of Human 
Rights establishes general principles 
and ideals, but is not compulsory, the 
Covenants, when adopted, will have 
the force of international law. 

The Conference as a whole was ad-

Baha'i Youth Group oj Ciudad Trujillo, Dominican Republic, 
who have organized a study club JOT young people interested 

in steps to unite the hu.man race around the world. 
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dressed during the earlier part 01 the 
first morning session by Ahmed S. 
Bokhari, UN Under-Secretary for the 
Department of Public Information; 
and Benjamin Cohen, Under-Secre
tary for the Depar.tment of Trustee
ship and Information from Non-Self
Governing Territories. 

Mr. Bokhari declared that in the 
future, when contemporary events 
are viewed in proper perspective, the 
adoption of the Declaration ten years 
ago might be judged the most impor
tant action taken by the United Na
tions, of greater long-term im
portance than current political is
sues. The remarkable fact of the Uni
versal Declaration is that its princi
ples have been found acceptable to 
all the divers peoples of the United 
Nations. 

Mr. Cohen declared .that implemen
tation of the right of sell-determina
tion has been progressing quietly 
through UN activities. One-quarter of 
the world's population has acquired 
self-rule since 1945, and more than a 
score of nations have been brought 
into the councils of the UN. The aim 
of leading peoples toward independ
ence or self-government, set down in 
the UN Charter as a principle of 
Trusteeship. is jn fact being carried 
out. 

In answer to questions, delegates 
were informed that both UN Day on 
October 24, and Human Rights Day 
on December 10 will be observed in 
1958, despite the fact they are so near 
together. Though the celebrations 
will be entirely separate, the theme 
for UN Day this year will emphasize 
Human Rights. Whereas UN Day is 
a celebration, Human Rights Day is 
more properly an observance, since 
the Declaration is an instrument for 
facing the facts and promoting future 
amelioration. 

All conferences to date have been 
sponsored by the Department of Pub
lic Information, which has felt duty 
bound to adhere to its function of 
giving information about the United 
Nations. There has been a demand 
through the years for more partici
pation by the non-governmental or
ganizations and for a wider choice of 
subject. DPI officers stated that they 
would welcome conferences so 
planned, but felt that they must be 
sponsored in that case by the NGO's, 
though with full cooperation on the 
part of the DP!. 

Accordingly, a resolution was 
adopted instructing the Executive 
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Gbarnga, Liberia~ Sunday Study Class conducted by Mrs. 
Zara Dunne (center, rear)7 travelling teacher for Liberia 
and Sierra Leone. On March 27 1958, Mr. and Mrs. George 
Washington (foreground, facing each other), pioneers from 
the U. S. to Gbarnga, accepted the declarations of five 

Africans in this group. 

Committee to study the problem of 
running a Conference under the spon~ 
sorship of the NGO's, and to bring in 
a recommendation to the next con
ference. The two Baha'i delegates 
voted for this resolution. 

It was a fine conference. To 
Baha~is it clearly revealed the fact 
that prinCiples of the Baha'i Faith 
are being put into force by well
meaning peoples covering many 
walks of life. To other attending del
egates and observers, the conference 
demonstrated the tremendous strides 
that have been made in the field of 
human rights, and pOinted out the re
sponsibility of the NGO's to publicize 
the rights and freedoms set forth in 
the Declaration, as well as to awaken 
new interest and understanding of 
them. 

-MARY L. C. BURNETT 

LEE BLACKWELL 

. List Baha'i Addresses 
For Visitors to Brussels 

Presuming a considerable number 
of Baha'is who will tour Europe this 
summer will include a visit to the 
World's Fair in Brussels, the Local 
Spiritual Assembly of Brussels 
wishes them to have addresses where 
Baha'is can be reached. The address 
of the 1:la~iratu'l-Quds of Belgium is 
54 rue Stanley, Brussels, but as no 
one lives there, it is essential to tele
phone any of the following members 

on the reception committee before 
going to the Center; 

47.03.2!1-Mr. and Mrs. Nys (in 
French and Engli sh) 

47.68.92-Mrs. DeKeninck (in 
French only) 

47.63.77-Mr. and Mrs. Samii (Per
sian, French. English) 

All Baha'is going abroad with the 
intention of meeting believers any
where are instructed to carry current 
identification cards signed by the 
Secretary of the National Spiritual 
Assembly. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Benelux Countries will welcome 
Baha'i teachers who can undertake 
teaching visits to Holland and Lux
embourg in addition to cities of Bel
gium. 

a~~
BAHA'I IN tHE NEWS 

A work by Charles S. Braden en
titled "Jesus Compared" contains 
this reference to the Faith of BahO.
'u'llah: "On the basis of numbers, the 
Bah,,'i Faith. might ... be con
sidered one of the great reli
gions .. . " 

The Chicago American Pictorial 
Living for November 24, 1957, car
ried a photograph of the Baha'i Tem
ple entitled npicture of the Week" 
with an award to the photographer. 

The Jacksonville (Florida) JOUT

nal. November 11, 1957, ran a feature 
story entitled "Some Information on 
Baha'i Faith," ..a very fair presenta-

\Jj/~~F 
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Local Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd'is of Cleveland 
Heights, Ohio, incorporated on September 21, 1957, with the 

anides of incorpOTation amended on February 24, 1958. 

tion of Baha'i history and teachings. 
Congressional Record, January 21, 

published remarks by Hon. Abraham 
J. Multer, Representative of New 
York, on "Israel's Youngest Re
ligion," which quotes the article by 
Herbert Freeden, Jerusalem, already 
noted in this column. 

The Sarasota (Florida) Herald 
Tribune on February 17, reporting 
the all-Florida sculpture exhibit, re
produced a photograph of the sculp
ture winning the first prize. This 
piece was designed and constructed 
by Vernon Voelz, member of the lo
cal Baha'i community. 

The Atlanta Journal and Constitu
tion, March 2, is publishing a series 
of articles by foreign consuls. The 
final article by Nahum Astar, Coun
sel of Israel, stressed the freedom of 
religion accorded by the Israeli gov
ernment, mentioning the fact that the 
"country is the world center of the 
Baha'i Faith and the spiritual leader 
of the Faith resides in Israel." 

Pittsburgh Courier Sunday Maga
zine section, March I, featured a 
story on the Faith under the caption 
"Followers of World's Youngest Re
ligion Spread the Message." Written 
by Julius W. Holder, the article 
speaks of local Baha'i interracia1 
groups who are spreading the Mes
sage throughout the United States. 
Illustrations include the House of 
Worship, the Shrine of the Bab, and a 
photograph of two Baha'i teachers, 
Mrs. Joseph W. McCormack and Eu
lalia Barrow, sister of Joe Louis. 

On March 13, an article by John 

Drury was devoted to Wilmette in a 
Chicago Daily News series dealing 
with towns and villages adjacent to 
Chicago. "A world-renowned sight in 
the Village today is the Baha'i Tem
ple ... ," Photographs of the House 
of Worship and the old Grosse Point 
Lighthouse illustrate the text. 

Three poems by Mrs. Belle Tatum, 
Baha'i of Muskegon, Mich., have 
been published in the Muskegon 
Chronicle. One is entitled "Our 
Guardian" and another "The 
Temple," 

L' A/rique et Ie Monde, a weekly 
journal published in Brussels, Bel
gium, announced in its February 6 
issue that an intercontinental Baha'i 
conference was being held in Kamp
ala, and described the Faith as a 
Moslem religious sect originating in 
Persia. Immediate action was taken 
by the Regional Assembly of the 
Benelux Countries to correct this 
error and a later issue published a 
letter prepared by the Assembly. 

Le Petit Journal, a Quebec Prov
ince newspaper published in French 
ran a feature article on March 2 en
titled "The Followers of the Great 
Baha'u'llah~there are 100 Baha'is in 
Montreal." An illustration of the 
Wilmette Temple referred to its 
French-Canadian architect, Louis 
Bourgeois. The author, Roland Cote, 
evidently studied the basic literature 
and also the three-fold character of 
the Nineteen-Day Feast. 

A reprint has been made of an 
article written by Marie Kershaw 
Frain, M. D., Baha'i of Jackson, La" 

from the Journal Of Nervous and 
Menta! Disease, Vol. 124, No.4. 

A German illustrated magazine, 
Pflanze and Garten for June 1956, 
published a beautiful photograph of 
the Shrine of the Bab, and photo
graphs of the Baha 'f Gardens, the 
Mansion of Bah'u'llilh, and a view 
of the Bay of Haifa from Mt. Carmel. 

Baha'i Publishing Trust 
Shoghi Effendi: An Appreciation. By 
Marcus Bach. Introduction by Horace 
Holley. A tribute to Shoghi Effendi 
made at the time of his passing and 
the special section of Circle of Faith 
related to the Guardian. (Hawthorn 
Books) 

Hardbound ................... $2.00 

Great 'I1temes of Life. By Eric 
Bowes, Relates the most familiar 
and beloved Bible themes to their 
fulfillment today in the Baha'i Faith. 
This direct challenge to Christians 
is given with understanding and 
sympathy as lectures originally 
given in the author's childhood 
church in Australia. The author, 
member of the Auxiliary Teaching 
Board, once studied for the ministry. 

Bound in yellow cloth 
(with jacket) .............. $1.50 

Blessed Is The Spot. Invocation of 
Baha'u'llith. Illustrated by Anna 
Stevenson. Each portion of the beau
tiful text, such as "the mountain/' 
"the valley," etc,~ has been charm
ingly illustrated with a double-page 
spread. The artist has drawn inspira
tion from many children of the world 
occupied with imaginative things 
that engage hearts and minds of 
children everywhere. An appealing 
book for children up to eight or ten 
years Of age (and their parents and 
teachers). A book that can be freely 
given as a gift to all children of any 
religion, as the theme is universal. 
8% x 7, three colors. 

Hardbound 
(illustrated cover) ......... $1.50 

God, His Mediator and Man. A Study 
in Comparative Religion. The open
ing essay by Pritam Singh of India, 
summarizing briefly the revealed re
ligions of the world. is followed by an 
exposition on the theme, "The One
ness of Mankind u by Doris McKay. 
The work of these two Baha'i authors 
of widely sepaTated cultural and 
religious backgrounds was prepared 
originally for World Order magazine, 
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The major portion of the book, by 
Doris McKay, compares the way in 
which the Word of God has been 
given to each Revelator - and their 
lives and teachings - in a progres
sive way that evolves into the one 
Book of God for this day. The work 
is useful for discussion groups and 
all teaching and contact work, as 
well as being highly educational for 
Baha'Is themselves. 40 pp., 9 x 6, de
signed by Conrad Heleniak. 

Bound in stiff paper ......... $ .40 
20 copies .................... $6.50 

The Destiny of America. By Stan· 
wood Cobb. A completely new work 
on America's spiritual role in the 
world today, written to gain respect 
and attention of the public. It is suit· 
able for every type of distribution
personal contacts) mailing lists, pub
lic meetings, literature racks, and 
for prestige presentations. The size, 
3\2 x 7, is mailable in standard No. 
S business envelopes, and in some 
smaller stationery envelopes. Cover 
designed by Wm. Musler. 

10 copies .................. $ 1.00 
25 copies .................. $ 2.00 

100 copies .................. $ 7.00 
500 copies .................. $30.00 

Pocket Calendar, 1958·59. This small 
billfold or pocket~sized calendar in~ 
dicates all Feast and Holy Days. The 
back of the card has inspirational 
reminders of "Ten Ways I Can Re
solve to Serve the Faith of God." 
Calendar begins with May 1, 1958, 
and runs until May 1, 1959. 

10 copies .................... $ .50 
25 copies ..................... $1.00 

New Rexible-cover Prayer Books 
Now Available 

Baha'i Prayers. Combined Edition. 
The text of this book is identical to 
the 1954 Combined Edition, contain· 
ing special prayers for Baha'is under 
Baha'i Occasional Prayers in the 
back, separated by tinted divide'!" for 
easy reference. It is printed on Thin-

text (India paper), with soft, fully 
flexible covers, round corners, and 
will easily fit vest pocket or purse. 
(P~ease specify blue, flexible coveT, 
Combined Edition; otherwise regular 
hardbound edition wiU be sent). 

Bound in royal blue simulated 
Moroccan leather, 
stamped in gold leaf ....... $1.60 

Baha'i Prayers. General Edition. 
Same as 1954 General Edition, with 
exception of fully flexible, round
cornered binding. This is a beautiful 
book and is especially appropriate as 
a gift since it does not contain the 
prayers that have meaning only for 
Baha'is. 

Bound in old ivory 
Spanish leatherette 
(no increase in price) """ $1.25 

NOTE: Copies of the green hard
bound Combined Edition of Baha'i 
Prayers will continue to be available 
for a limited period of time at regu
lar price of $1.50. 

Atomic Mandate. By Marzieh Gail. 
There is a way of living in the world 
today that can make the bomb harm-
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less. The author of this brief pam
phlet tells how, and in doing so gives 
the Baha'i message in a way that 
is understandab1e to everyone. 

10 copies ................... $ .50 
100 copies ................... $4.50 

Minimum Mail Order, $1.00 
Available from 

BAHA~f PUBLISHING TRUST 
110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, illinois 

Correction 
The photograph of the Local Spirit

?aI Assembly of Seremban, Malaya, 
m the March 1958 issue of BAHAJi 
NEWS, was incorrectly ref}orted as 
the first Local Assembly, formed on 
April 21, 1957. Actually the first Local 
Spiritual Assembly of Seremban was 
formed at RiQ.van 1955. 

:d. ,. 

Calenda .. of Events 
FEASTS 

May 17 - 'A?;amat (Grandeur) 
June 5 - Nur (Light) 

HOLY DAYS 
May 23 - Declaration of the Bab 
May 29 - Ascension of Baha'u'liAh 

Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

Weekdays 
10:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
(Entire building) 
7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 
(Auditorium only) 

Sunday. and Holidays 
10:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
(Entire building) 
5:00 P.M. to 9 P.M. 
(Auditorium only) 

Service of Worship 
Sunday. 

3:30 P.M., lasting until 4:15. 

BAIi..A'j NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items and photographs of general interest are requested 1rom national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as !rom National Assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for wbich it .is intended. 
BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1957-58: Mrs. Eunice Braun. chair
man; Miss Charlotte Linfoot, secretary; Mr. Richard C. Thomas. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
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Hands of Cause Inaugurate Memorial Fund for Erection 
of Monument for Guardian's· Resting Place in London 

The following cablegram was received on April 20, 
1958, from the Hands of the Faith in the Holy Land, 
EVE BLESSED RIDVAN INVITE BELIEVERS CON
TRIBUTE SPECIAL MEMORIAL FUND BELOVED 
GUARDIAN PURPOSE ERECTION MONUMENT HIS 
SACRED THOUGH WE TRUST NOT ULTIMATE 
RESTING-PLACE STOP ALL SURPLUS FUNDS 
CONTRIBUTED WILL BE EXPENDED AID COM
PLETION THREE MOTHER TEMPLES IN FULFIL
MENT HIS OWN PLEDGE CONTRIBUTE ONE 
THIRD TOTAL AMOUNT ALSO ATTAINMENT OTH
ER OBJECTIVES CRUSADE SO DEAR HIS HEART 
FOR WHICH HE UTTERLY SACRIFICED TIME 
STRENGTH LIFE. 

(SIGNED) HANDSFAITH. 

Commentary On Cable Dated April 19 
Concerning the Special Memorial Fund 

Beloved Friends: 
The cable received from the Hands of the Faith in 

the Holy Land offers every Baha'i a sacred privilege 
to contribute to the cost of a befitting monument for 
the resting place of the beloved Guardian in London. 
By contributing we express our reverence and abiding 
gratitude to the noble leader through whose sacrifice 
the Baha'i community has been transformed since the 
passing of 'Abdu'l-Baha and many of the goals estab
lished in the Tablets of the Divine Plan have heen 
achieved. 

The National Spiritual Assembly shares this message 
with the American Baha'is in perfect confidence that 
they will be grateful for this unique opportunity to co
operate with the Baha'is of all countries in manifest
ing their devotion to the Faith and exalting the mem
ory of the revered Guardian in the eyes of the public. 

Contributions made to the Memorial Fund are to be 
over and a hove all customary con tn butions to local 
and national funds. The National Treasurer will trans
mit to Haifa all sums earmarked for the Memorial 
Fund. 

-u.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Message From the Custodians of the Faith in the Holy Land 

to the Intercontinental Conference in Sydney 

ALTHOUGH but five months have elapsed since the 
passing of our beloved Guardian shook the Baha'i 

world and caused turmoil in the hearts of the followers 
of Baha'u~llah, the power of this supreme Faith to 
survive so grievous a blow is now clearly manifest. 
A new spirit of determination, dedication, and resolve 
can be seen throughout the entire World Baha'i Com
munity. Deprived of him who was our Guardian, our 
guide, and our true brother, we nevertheless feel his 
presence constantly in the smooth workings of the 
mighty Order he erected, according to the designs of 

'Abdu'l-Baha, and in the writings, messages, and let
ters he left us, and above all, in the unfoldment of the 
Ten-Year Crusade he so carefully planned. so untiringly 
promulgated, and so energetically prosecuted through 
the intermediary of not only the Hands of the Cause 
and the regional and national assemblies, as well as 
the auxiliary boards and local assemblies, but above 
all. through the vast and consecrated army of believers 
the world over. Our grief at the passing of the be
loved Guardian remains fresh in our hearts, but with 
it is mixed a joy for his sake that he no longer has to 
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He also strongly emphasized the need to concentrate 
on teaching the Maoris, to whom he attached great 
importance. and to increase the centers in the South 
Island. To the Australian National Spiritual Assembly 
he particularly recommended the needs of the far-flung 
teaching work in the Islands. He was immensely 
pleased and proud of the work accomplished and being 
carried on by the pioneers, and urged that at all costs 
their labours be fully supported and reinforced. that 
more literature in island tongues be added tc the trans
lations already so successfully undertaken, that the 
native believers be strengthened and increased, and 
that particular attention be given to the Baha'i School 
in the New Hebrides, a school of which he was im
mensely proud and to which he attached great im
portance. 

There can be no doubt that the Australian and New 
Zealand friends gathered here, as well as those who 
have come in from the islands for this historic occasion. 
see before them a glowing vista of future achievements 
painted in the words of our beloved Guardian. They 
must, however, bear in mind that the road will not be 
a smooth one. How repeatedly he warned us all that 
before the first mighty fruits of the World Order of 
Baha'u'llith would appear must come a period of un
paralleled trial and struggle for mankind; that tests 
and dangers would beset the believers from both within 
and without. We see now the heaviest blow, his own 
passing, having already struck us, how difficult may be 
our path, how heavy our burdens. In his Convention 
Message last April he wrote: "Parallel with this proc
ess of progressive deterioration in human affairs, now 
visibly gathering momentum outside the pale of the 
Faith of Baha'u'llah, and recalling the convulsions 

. __ 3-____ . 

which, on a far more restricted scale, seized a de
clining empire in the opening centuries of the Christian 
era, far less spectacular in its manifestation, has been 
the process of integration, as demonstrated by the in
creasing cohesion, the multiplication, and the reinforce
ment of the foundations, of the institutions of the embry
onic Baha'i World Order, which now, under the impact 
of the forces released by a World Spiritual Crusade, 
deriving its authority from the Win and Testament of 
'Abdu'l-Baha, and launched for the express purpose of 
executing the Divine Plan bequeathed by Him to His 
followers in the evening of His life, is contributing, 
unnoticed by a generation forgetful of its God, and al
ready in the shadow of His Visitation, to the building 
up, slowly but irresistibly, of that Ark of human salva
tion, ordained as the ultimate haven of a society des
tined, for the most part, to be submerged by the tidal 
wave of the abuses and evils which its own perversity 
has engendered.'t 

Whatever may befall us, before this Ark of human 
salvation is safely launched as the only refuge mankind 
can know, we are assured that the ultimate victory will 
be ours, ours the glory of having served and sacrificed 
for this Most Holy Faith, ours the crown of having 
remained steadfast in the path laid down for us by our 
well-beloved Guardian, ours the reward of his radiant 
smile when we meet him face to face in a better world, 
ours the joy of hearing him say: "Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant." 

Signed: 
RuHi¥YlH 
AMELIA COLLINS 

SR. cALA'f 
A. Q. FAIZf 

A. FUfiUTAN 

J ALAL KHAZEH 

DaD GIACHERY 

PAUL HANEY 

Five Hands of the Cause~ Representatives of 19 Countries 
Attend Intercontinental Conference in Sydney, Australia 

In accordance with the Beloved Guardian's instruc
lions in his cable of October 1957. the second of the 
1958 series of Intercontinental Conferences was con
vened in Sydney, Australia, from March 2 to 24 by the 
Chairman of the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Australia. Hand of the Cause Collis Feather
stone. 

One hundred and ninety-two believers registered at 
the Conference. 

It was fitting that on the eTe of this historic confer
ence, the first of its kind ever held in Australasia. the 
representatives of nineteen countries should assemble 
to observe the Feast of Splendour, the first observance 
of the New Year. This was indeed a blessed occasion 
for no less than five Hands of the Cause of God were 
present: Mrs. Clara Dunn, pioneer of the Australasian 
continent; Miss Agnes Alexander, pioneer of North 
East Asia; Mr. Charles Mason Remey, representing 
the Hands of the Cause in the Holy Land; Mr. 
Dhikru'll:lh Kh:ldem from iran; and Mr. Collis Feath
erstone. Alsopresent were five Auxiliary Board mem
bers. 

The Conference proper opened at 9 a.m. on Friday 
March 21 when, following Devotions, Mr. Featherstone 
welcomed on behalf of the Australian National Assem
bly all those who had travelled from far and near to be 
present. In particular, he expressed the great joy of 
the Australian believers in having among them for the 
first time, Hand of the Cause Charles Mason Remey, 
the Beloved Guardian's appointed representative to the 
Conference. After outlining the purposes and plans of 
the Conference. Mr. Featherstone called on the repre
sentatives from outside Australia to present their greet
ings: 

iran, Pakistan, Korea, Japan, South EastAsia, Tonga, 
New Guinea, Papua, New Hebrides, New Caledonia, 
Solomon Islands, Samoa, Cook Islands, Fiji, New Zea
land, Formosa, and the United States. 

Suggesting that he might be called the BaM'i "Sput
nik," Mr. Sabet brought greetings from America, 
where he had been spending a few days on his way to 
the Conference. 

Finally the Chairman called upon Hand of the Cause 
Mason Remey, who after expressing his personal de-
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light in attending the historic Antipodean Conference 
presented the stirring and heart-warming Message ad~ 
dressed to those attending the Conference from the 
Hands of the Cause in the Holy Land. This message 
emphasized the "vast panorama of future developments 
in the entire Pacific Area" for which "tremendous re
sponsibility inevitably rested on the two oldest and 
strongest communities, represented by the Australian 
National Spiritual Assembly and the National Spiritual 
Assembly of North East Asia." 

Recalling the beloved Guardian's repeated warnings 
of the tests and dangers which would beset the be
lievers ere Hthis Ark of human salvation is safely 
launched," and reviewing the tremendous tasks which 
lay ahead of the Australian and New Zealand com
munities, the Custodians of the Faith concluded their 
message in these words: "We are assured that the ul
timate victory will be ours, ours the glory of having 
served and sacrificed for this Most Holy Faith, ours the 
crown of having remained steadfast in the path laid 
down for us by our well ... beloved Guardian, ours the 
reward of his radiant smile when we meet him face to 
face in a better world. ours the joy of hearing him say: 
'Well done, thou good and faithful servant.' tJ 

(Editor's Note: This message is printed in its entirety 
in this issue oj BAHA'i NEWS on page 1.) 

On Friday aftemoon devotions were shaped to meet 
the first of the five purposes of the Conference. The 
Conference then despatched the following cable to the 
Hands in the Holy Land: "BELIEVERS REPRESENT
ING SEVENTEEN COUNTRIES ASSEMBLED OPEN
ING HISTORIC CONFERENCE SEND LOVING 
GREETINGS. DEEPLY APPRECIATE PRESENCE 
BELOVED GUARDIAN'S REPRESENTATIVE. 
HEARTS STIRRED LOVING MESSAGE. FRIENDS 
DETERMINED CONSUMMATE CAMPAIGN. IM
PLORE SUPPLICATION HOLY SHRINES ALL DE
LIBERATIONS." 

To Review and Celebrate the 
Serie, of Signal Victories 

This session of the Conference was led by Mrs. 
Madge Featherstone, a member of the Australian Asia 
Teaching Committee, who reviewed the victories 
achieved so far in the Ten-Year Crusade with par
ticular reference to the Pacific goals. Mrs. Feather~ 
stone also spoke briefly of the goals to be re-estab~ 
lished, Cocos, Admiralty, and Loyalty Islands. A num
ber of the Pacific pioneers present spoke of their work 
in the islands and the believers were particularly 
pleased to hear from Mrs. Bertha Dobbins, pioneer to 
the New Hebrides, whose school there had wOn the ap~ 
probation of the Guardian. 

The Guardian', Gift. 
On Friday evening at the Australian I:Ia~iratu~I-Quds, 

a profoundly moving scene was witnessed when Hand 
of the Cause Mason Remey presented to the Confer ... 
ence the Guardian's gifts: a portion of earth from the 
inmost Shrine of Baha'u'llah. a lock of His Precious 
Hair. and a reproduction of His portrait. Mr. Remey 
annointed each of the believers with attar of roses as 
they approached the precious gifts. 

"The Construction and Completion 
of the Three Mother Temple." 

On Saturday morning after devotions, the Conference 
was addressed by Hand of the Cause Clara Dunn, so 

-0,..,.- ,_ .. , ....... ... 
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dear to all the believers and known affectionately as 
hMother" Dunn, who recalled some of the memories of 
"Father" Dunn and herself as pioneers of a Continent. 

Mr. S. W. Bolton, on behalf of the Temple Con
struction Committee, then spoke of the long search 
for a suitable site for the Temple and the drawing~up 
of the plans from Mr. Remey's original design. 

Mr. Habib Sabel then led an appeal for funds for 
the Temple, which in little more than an hour resulted 
in cash and pledges totalling a little more than £30,000. 

Before lunch all assembled on the spacious lawns 
in front of the J:Ia:;iratu'I-Quds for the official phot<>
graphs. 

At the outset of the Conference Mr. Habib Sabet, with 
the concurrence of the National Spiritual Assembly 
had obtained the services of a professional camerama~ 
to record the proceedings of the Conference in a movie 
film which will in time be circulated throughout the 
Baha'i World. 

Temple Foundation Ceremony 
At 1:00 o'clock, in three omnibuses and a fleet of 

cars, the believers set out for the Temple site at Mona 
Vale, some twenty~two miles from the city. Here on a 
hilltop 700 feet high, from which can be seen the city 
and its surroundings for some thirty miles in all di
rections, in an indescribable atmosphere of love and 
amity, more than 250 people including many members 
of the general public, watched the Foundation Cere
mony. 

With prayers of gratitude for the great blessing of 
having this Mother Temple of the Pacific constructed 
here in Australia, Mr. Mason Remey placed in a spe
cially prepared position, the small silver casket con
taining a portion of the earth from the Most Holy 
Shrine, and dear Mother Dunn placed with it a similar 
casket containing a piece of plaster from the Bab's cell 

Aerial view of the Baha'i Temple site neaT Sydne'Y~ 
Australia, It is the circular area between the airplane 
wing and the curving Mona Vale Road. A description of 
this site can be found in BAHA'i NEWS JOT Februaf'Y 

1958, Page 5. 
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BaM'. Temple site recently purchased on the outskirts 
of DjakaTta, Indonesia. 

in the fortress of Mah-ku. These were then sealed in 
with concrete and thus, in a position which will be 
directly under the center of the dome, the Australian 
House of Worship will forever contain these precious 
links with the two foremost Figures of the Faith. 

On Saturday evening, the mid-way point of the Con
ference, the friends gathered in a more relaxed and 
informal session and were addressed by Hand of the 
Cause Mason Remey under the title '·AJ;'mchair Chat
News of the World Center. It 

Following the screening of two films of the Shrines 
and the Holy Places, Mr. Mason Remey told the Con
ference of the tremendous work of the Beloved Guard
ian in connection with the beautifiC"ation of the Baha'i 
properties at Haifa and 'Akka, and of the sadness which 
still pervades as a result of his passing. Nevertheless, 
Mr. Remey said the Hands were profoundly grateful 
that they had been enabled to complete much of the 
Guardian's planning. He spoke of the initial difficulties 
of the World Center in its relations with the Israeli 
Government and of how with love and care these had 
been overcome, even to the point where the P~esident 
ot the country called on our beloved Guardlan. 

On Sunday morning the review of the Ten-Year Cru
sade victorie s was continued, dis cus sion being led. by 
Mr. Eric Bowes. Under this heading more of the Pa
cific pioneers and a number of the overseas visitors 
spoke of the ways in which the Faith is being spread. 

At 2:00 p.m. the Conference paused for a period of 
solemn devotion to the memory of our late beloved 
Guardian, Shoghi Effendi. Following this, the believers 
listened attentively to an address by Hand of the Cause 
Dhikru'llili Khadem, on the achievements of our late 
Guardian in his thirty-six years of Guardianship. 

To Deliberate on Ways and Mean. 
Introducing this subject, which was to occupy the 

greater part of the Conference's last day, Hand of the 
Cause Collis Featherstone spoke of UThe Road Ahead." 
Under no less than twenty-five distinct headings, Mr. 
Featherstone surveyed the tremendous tasks which 
must be completed in the next five years if the Ten
Year Crusade is to achieve the glorious purpose of 
which the beloved Guardian spoke. 

"Above all," said Mr. Featherstone, "is the need for 
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individual deepening of the spiritual life. Regular read
ing of the sacred scripture, attendance at Feasts and 
Anniversaries. sustained regular support of the Funds, 
and a consciousness that whatever else befalls, the 
Faith must be and remain the prime purpose and ob
ject of our life." 

A public meeting in the city on Sunday evening was 
attended by almost fifty members of the general public 
who listened attentively to three speakers who outlined 
the Christian and Muslim approach to their logical 
fulfillment in the Revelation of Baha'u'llah. 

Following devotions on Monday morning, Mr. Peter 
Bird, chairman of the Australian Baha'i Public Rela
tions Committee, spoke to the conference on "Reaching 
the Masses." Recalling the Guardian's last Convention 
message in which he stated that "teaching the Faith 
to the multitudes . . . must in this year be accorded 
priority over every other Baha'i activity," the speaker 
ouUined the methods of publicity and public relations 
which are available and which must be understood and 
used with wisdom to the fullest extent if this purpose 
is to be achieved. 

Auxiliary Board Member Miss Margaret Rowling then 
spoke of "Guiding the Seeker." Reviewing Lriefly the 
methods of individual teaching, Miss Rowling empha
sized the need to understand the individual seeker, his 
needs, and his desires-and to be able to present to 
him the answer to his personal problems as but part 
of the wider picture of world peace and unity which our 
Faith offers. 

Finally, in the morning session the important task of 
HNurturing the New Believer" was outlined by Mr. 
Hugh Blundell. Auxiliary Board member and member 
of the New Zealand National Spiritual Assembly, who 
spoke of the vital need to assist the new believer to 
identify himself with the Baha'i community. and to 
deepen his knowledge and understanding of the many 
facets of the Faith. 

In the course of an Open Forum on Monday after
noon, many ideas and suggestions for use, both on the 
homefront and in the Pacific goals, were brought for
ward by the friends, methods of using publicity and of 
establishing public relations, the need to establish con
tact with governments. and the importance of becom
ing known among social and ethical movements in one's 
civic community. 

As this session drew to a close, the friends thrilled 
to some words from Mr. Qudratu'llah Huseyn, likening 
the Guardian to the candle which burns itself out in 
order to give light to the world. Mr. Huseyn proposed 
that had there been more to say, the Guardian would 
not have been taken from us. "Remember the sacri
fices and the martyrdom of the early believers," he 
concluded. ~'Let us have no more talk; let us have 
action." 

Mr. Mason Remey then outlined "The Guardian's 
Plans for Action." The Faith is now established over 
the faces of the earth, except in countries behind the 
Iron Curtain. Soon our pioneers will reach there too, 
and can expect great harvest. Baha'is are the only peo
ple who understand the religions of the past and we 
must go forth and explain these religions to their fol
lowers for their meaning has been lost. The Guardian 
has laid the plans for the Crusade and has shown the 
ways 1n which individually and collectively we can play 
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Baha'i Temple site at Quito, Ecuador, 16,000 square 
meters in area, purchased on March i7~ 1958. 

our part. We have only to look to history to see what 
individuals can accomplish; each of us can do the same. 
Our blessings are greater than we can ever conceive, 
the blessing of living in this day, the day which all 
the saints prayed they might witness. 

To Prosecute Uninterruptedly 
The Ten-Year PI.n 

Closing the Conference at 4:00 p.m. on Monday after
noon, the Convenor, Hand of the Cause Collis Feather
stone, reviewed what the Conference had accomplished. 
It had brought together the Baha'is of nineteen coun
tries in an atmosphere which no other body. religious 
or secular, in any part of the globe, could ever hope 
to equal. More than thirty thousand pounds had been 
poured into the construction funds of the Mother 
Temple of the Pacific. More than six thousand pounds 
had been contributed to the establishment of endow
ments in the Pacific IslandS, with particular emphasis 
on building and maintenance of the Nur School in the 
New Hebrides. Three believers had come forward dur
ing the Conference to pioneer in the Pacific; it was 
hoped that they would be in their goals before the end 
of the year. 

The Australian National Assembly had been enabled 
to consult with representatives of its sister bodies in 
the Pacific, and National and Regional Assemblies of 
New Zealand, South East Asia, and North East Asia, 
on ways and means of assisting one another. In par· 
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ticular. initial plans had been formulated with the 
North East Asian Assembly fot the close cooperation 
between these two poles of the Pacific spiritual axis 
for which the Guardian had called. 

These were the outward and visible results of the 
Conference, but the unseen effects were perhaps the 
more important, the power of love and faith generated 
in the hearts of each and everyone, power to be put 
into service by each attendant as he returned to his 
home, In a virgin goal or in our own street or suburb, 
God has endowed each and everyone of us with the 
power to live and teach His Faith. and whatever our 
circumstances He can use each one. 

Mr. Featherstone closed the Conference with the 
Bab's prayer for assistance: 

UIn the Name of God, the Victor of the most vic· 
torious proctaim: God will assist aU those who arise to 
seTve Him. No one is able to deprive Him of His mat
esty, His dominion, His sovereignty, fOT in the heaven 
and the earth and in all the realms of God, He is the 
Victorious and the Conqueror." 

-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY OF AUsTRALLt 

PUBLICITY AND PUBLIC RELATIONS 
In the few weeks prior to the Conference four full

length articles concerning the Australian House of Wor
ship appeared in leading Australian newspapers. Two 
of these included references to the Conference. Short 
paragraphs announcing the Conference appeared in 
three papers during the week immediately preceeding 
the Conference. 

A press reception on Thursday was attended by re
porters and photographers from the two Sydney morn
ing papers. both of which carried excellent reports on 
Friday morning. 

Large advertisements carrying pictures of the Temple 
and notices of the public meeting appeared in the two 
major Sydney papers on Saturday morning, and 
smaller ones carrying the Temple picture only ap· 
pea red in the major newspaper of each other capital 
city. 

Press representatives covered both the Temple Foun
dation Ceremony and the Public Meeting, but regret
tably no further articles were published. 

A number of specially printed envelopes and envel
ope seals carrying the Temple illustration were issued 
to all those attending the Conference. Used in the 
mails, these will spread considerable incidental pub
licity. 

U. S. National Assembly Commentary on Convention Message 
Beloved Friends: 

For years the believers have anticipated the beloved 
Guardiants annual Convention Message, setting forth 
the year's achievements on Crusade tasks and stressing 
those to be carried out in the next phase of the Ten
Year Plan. 

The message transmitted to this year's Conventions 
held throughout the Baha'i world was prepared by 
the Hands of the Faith in the Holy Land as an ex
'pression of the Guardiants intention and using data 

Shoghi Effendi had assembled before his passing. In ad
dition we find their heartfelt sorrow at the loss of our 
peerless leader and a feeling that perhaps that tragic 
event represented the intervention of the Plan of God 
in the events of the Divine Plan revealed by 'Abdu'l
Baha. "Every single believer must, during the past six 
months, have been aware of how mighty is the strong
hold of the Faith, how impregnable the walls our 
Guardian raised about it ... " 

Ours is now the unjque and blessed opportunity to 
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concentrate attention on the objectives of the Ten-Year 
Plan in our own area and to contemplate the goals 
still unfulfilled. 

As the Custodians point out, the Guardian in his last 
message left an instrument and gave instructions by 
which his work could be carried on, "The Crusade 
safely prosecuted to the end, the Cause of God pro
tected and the design of Bahil'u'Ilah, as embodied in 
His Most Holy Book, executed." 

The Hands recount their grief and sudden feeling of 
"immense moral responsibility" and what a burden 
rests upon the nine Hands serving at the World Center, 
and rejoice at the "clear evidences of the unfailing 
protection of Baha'u'llah vouchsafed to His broken
hearted servants." 

The State of Israel poured forth its sympathy. The 
necessary legal documents were approved by which 
the interests of the Faith are protected. 

Among the great achievements of the World Crusade 
at the Baha'i World Center are listed the purging of 
the ~aram-i-Aqdas of the remnant of the Covenant
breakers, the razing of their properties, the Gardens 
extended, and the completion of the interior of the 
International Archives building. 

Throughout the continents, the achievements include 
the holding of two of the five Intercontinental Confer
ences, the formation of the first National Spiritual As
sembly of France, the increase in the number of terri
tories within the Baha'i community to 254. With the 
settlement of the Chagos Archipelago and Nicobar Is
land only twelve territories remain unopened of the 131 
new territories listed. in the Ten-Year Plan, and of 
these eleven lie within the Soviet orbit. The number of 
local centers has been raised to over 4500, an increase 
of 1300 in the last 3 years. 

------r--

The message also lists the number of local spiritual 
assemblies, the translation and publication of Baha'i 
literature, the I;la?iratu'l-Quds and Endowments pur
chased, the recognition of Baha'i Holy Days, the right 
to conduct legal Baha'i marriage, and the acquirement 
of Temple sites. 

Statistics for Africa, the Pacific area, and the West
ern Hemisphere are dramatically presented, and the 
numerous teaching conferences and congresses re
ported. 

We now enter the fourth phase of the Ten-Year Plan 
which. as the Guardian stated in October 1957, "must 
be immortalized by an Wlprecedented increase in the 
number of believers, of local centers and by swift 
progress in erection of the Temples in Africa and 
Australia and the construction of the first MaID-riqu'l
AillJ.kar of Europe." 

Four new national assemblies are to be established 
in 1959: Burma, Turkey, Austria, and the South Pacific. 

The message concludes with the "solemn charge laid 
upon us by our beloved when he was preparing us to 
shoulder the tasks of the Holy Crusade: 'I adjure them, 
by the precious blood that flowed in such great pro
fusion ... to resolve never to flinch, never to hesitate, 
never to relax, until each and every obligation ... has 
been fully consummated.' " 

The National Assembly appeals in all love to the 
American believers to extend every possible assistance 
throughout the fourth phase of the World Crusade, by 
contributing to the National Fund, by pioneering abroad 
or on the homefront, or by consecrated teaching work 
in their own communities. 

-U.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

An-India Baha'i Winter School in Poona, December 24-31, 1957. 
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First Reports of the 1958 National Conventions Reveal Baha'is, 

Newly Aware of Spiritual Forces Released by Guardian's Ascension, 

Resolve to Meet Challenges With Maturity, Audacity, and Dedication 

Brazil, Peru, Colombia. 
Ecuador, and Venezuela 

This year the hearts of the Baha'is 
of the five countries in the northern 
zone of South America were turned 
toward Gua.yaquil, Ecuador, because 
there, in that fast-growing, commer
cial coastal city was held the annual 
convention of the Baha'is of Brazil, 
Peru, Colombia, Ecuador. and 
Venezuela. 

The friends arrived several days 
before the convention to attend the 
two-day school which has grown out 
of a need to have more time to get 
better acquainted. This year our 
study classes covered parts of the 
book Christ and Bahti'u'lltih. Our 
Persian friends lent much to the 
study of the contributions of Muham
m ad. There were two other cla sses 
on Teaching Needs, and Loyalty and 
Protection of the Cause. 

On April 22, the moming of the 
opening of the convention, we re
ceived the letter from the Hands in 
the Holy Land which both comforted 
and assured our hearts that although 
u • • • the Designer has altered the 
design ... the pattern remains in its 
strength and glory." Our convention 
continued in a spirit of seriousness 
of purpose with always the forward 
look toward a possibility that one of 
the five countries in our territory 
may soon be granted the great honor 
of having its own National Spiritual 
Assembly, and others following in 
the coming years. From our secre
tary's report we realized that we had 
made strides, not only in numbers 
but in contributions to our National 
Fund. 

Let the delegates and visitors 
themselves speak of their impres
sions of the convention: 

"It was the intense longing and 
need on the part of the delegates 
and visitors to be here that impres~ 
sed met" said one friend, referring 
to the long distances that had been 
covered by plane, bus, and boat, 
which involved days and nights of 
tiring travel. 

Delegates and visitors attending the Second Annual Convention of the Baoo"ts 
of Brazil, Peru. Colombia, Ecu~dor, and Venezuela at Guayaquil, Ecuador, 

m April 1958. 

Another said, HIt was the contin~ 
ued feeling of remembrance of our 
Guardian and our indebtedness to 
him, and," she added, "the calm 
assurance of continued guidance." 

Another spoke of the growing sense 
of maturity in consultation. 

Several commented on the contri
butions made by the young peopJe 
to the spirit of the convention. One 
said, "It is in them that we have 
hope for the future." 

Others spoke of sacrifice. A young 
man had saved a thousand dollars 
in order to visit Haifa when the 
crushing news came of the passing 
of our Beloved, preventing him from 
realizing his dream. He offered this 
amount, in the name of himself and 
his wife, toward a goal that is in 
urgent need of being fulfilled. The 
following day a young doctor gave 
500 soles for the same purpose. All 
at the convention were given an op~ 
portunity to share in contributions 
for the erecting of a memorial for 
our Guardian. 

One delegate commented on the 
diversity of languages and accents. 
There was a continuous flow of Port
uguese and Spanish with an in~ 
termingling of Portuguese with Pers~ 
ian accent, and Spanish with North· 
American accent. 

The following persons were elected 
to serve on the National Spiritual 
Assembly: Margot Worley, Dorothy 
Campbell, Djalal Eghrari, Edmund 
Miessler, Cyrus Monadjem, Mer
cedes Sanchez, Rangvald Taetz, Eve 
Nicklin, Gayle Woolson. Five of the 
members live in Brazil, four in Peru 
and one in Ecuador. 

Then came the last day on April 
25 when members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly, delegates, and 
visitors had to say goodbye to Guaya
quil and the friends there that had so 
lovingly given of their time and their 
love to make everyone happy and 
comfortable in their city. 

-EVE NICKLIN 

Convention Reporter 

Central America. Mexico. 
and Panama 

The city of Guatemala has been 
the scene for what surely will be 
written in future years as a moment 
of first importance in the awakening 
of Middle America to the dawn of 
the New Age. 

The Convention of the Baha'is of 
Central America, Mexico, and Pan
ama, coming only SlX months after 
the earthquake of our beloved 
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Guardian's passing, witnessed to a 
truly stirring degree those qualities 
which all the believers in their grief 
knew must be evidenced at such a 
crucial time. 

n took place in an atmosphere of 
dedication, determination, and un
wavering loyalty to the Covenant 
and to its custodians, the Hands of 
the Cause of God. Its deliberations 
showed a degree of concentration 
and maturity unknown in the seven 
previous conventions of the terri
tory. As for unity, one believer re
marked that the unity and happiness 
among the friends is of a completely 
new quality. and another said on 
parting, "1 have left this convention 
with nothing but love for everyone 
I encountered." 

It was truly as if the Convention 
were dedicated not only officially, 
but in the deeds and resolves of each 
individual heart present, to Shoghi 
Effendi. Indeed, this, plus the glori
ous assurance of Bahit'u'llah's pro
tection so evident in that vivifying 
letter from the Hands of the Cause 
in the Holy Land, plus the prayers 
of all, plus seven years of experi
ence, plus the work of those respon
sible for the various activities of the 
Convention, gave to all the sessions 
this very evident sense of maturity 
and unity. 

Approximately 50 delegates and 
believers from Mexico, Guatemala, 
Belize, EI Salvador, Honduras, Nic
aragua, Costa Rica, Panama, and 
the Canal Zone began tbe three-day 
session with a cordial and animated 
reception in the Continental Hotel. 
From this evening event it was evi
dent that there was to be no reserve 
in the friendliness of believer to be
liever. 

After the election of Artemus 
Lamb as Chairman and Louis 
Bouche as Secretary of the Conven
tion and the other preliminaries, 
came that stirring and strengthen
ing message of the Hands of God 
in the Holy Land. It was read in 
Spanish and in English, Spanish be
ing the language of the Convention 
proceedings. This reading was fol
lowed by a cable which tried to 
carry so much of the love and grat
itude of those present: 

BELOVED HANDS, 
HEARTS UPLIFTED GLORI-

OUS MESSAGE HOPES RAISED 
FRIENDS ASS U RED F A I T H 
STRENGTHENED M E M 0 R I A L 
MONUMENT FUND ESTAB
LISHED. 

It was obvious from the annual re
ports of the outgoing National As
sembly and the various committees 
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that much ground has been gained 
in the past year, but that much 
more could have been gained with 
more funds and more pioneers. 
Among the most notable advances 
are: The stepped-up Indian work, 
including the formation of a new In
dian assembly in Sacapulas, Guate
mala, in the days immediately pre
ceeding the Convention. Also, very 
encouraging contacts have been 
made with Indian groups in Mexico 
and El Salvador; the outstanding 
progress of the Faith in Guana
caste, Costa Rica; the new and dy
namic spirit of the Faith in Mexico, 
and the formation of a new assem
bly in Guadalajara; the great in
crease in summer school sessions, 
notably in Karbila, Honduras, in 
Panama, and in El Salvador; the in~ 
creasing activity of the Latin be
lievers in the teaching and adminis
trative work; the steady addition to 
the number of assemblies with in
corporation; the presentation of 
portfolios containing the Tablet of 
Bahft'u'IHlh to the leaders of the 
American Republics to local spir
itual assemblies of each capital city; 
and the arrival of more pioneers to 
the territory, and numerous others. 
The strengthening of the Faith in 
Mexico and Panama, planned with 
the possible addition of Costa Rica 

Baha'is attending the Nationat Convention of Central America~ Mexico, and Panama, held in Guatemala in 
April 1958. 
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to be the earliest of these republics 
to form their own National Spiritual 
Assemblies, was one of the most en~ 
couraging signs that this Six-Year 
Plan will, with much prayer and ef
fort, stay on schedule. 

The newly elected National Spir
itual Assembly for the territory, 
consisting of James Facey, Arte
mus Lamb, Esteban Canales, Louis 
Bouche, Elai Kalantar, Amy McAl
lister, Alfred Osborn, Dr. Edris Rice 
Wray, and Valeria Nichols, met im
mediately to begin their year of 
work. 

Three memorable events were 
realized in the evenings during the 
Convention. The first of these, and 
.in many ways the heart of the con
vention, was an inspiring memorial 
to Shoghi Effendi held at the 
ij:a~iratu'l-Quds of Guatemala, and 
included a musical recording of the 
HSweet-Scented Streams," a touch
ing devotional period, followed by 
the telling of stories and experi
ences of tho s e present who have 
made pilgrimages and have seen 
that blessed face. Then came a well
prep ared talk on the Guardian and 
the Institution of the Hands of the 
Cause of God. 

Saturday evening was dedicated to 
the Indian work. It was a public 
meeting with two non-Baha'i speak
ers, one affiliated with UNESCO and 
the other with the Government and 
the University of San Carlos, a trust
ed friend of the Indians and a scholar 
of their ways. Both paid high trib
ute to the ide als and the deeds of 
the Baha'is. Artemis Lamb then gave 
a very uplifting and challenging talk, 
boldly proclaiming that the goal of 
Bahil'u'lhih's Faith was to unite or
ganically and spiritually the entire 
human race, and that these neglected 
races will, by divine promise t arise 
to a great and surprising destiny 
when they understand that Baha'u'
llah is the Manifestation of God for 
them. The evening was then con
cluded with a delightful presentation 
by the Quiche Indians from the 
Baha'i Indian Institute at Chichi
castenango with their director, Jen· 
nie Taylor. 

On Sunday evening the friends ga th
ered again at the I:Ia~iratu'I-Quds 
for the RiQ.van Feast, a high spiritual 
experience, fitting perfectly as the 
climax of this very encour aging and 
fruitful Convention. As the friends 
parted or made plans to visit the In
stitute in Chichicastenango after the 
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National Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is of CentTal Amer
ica, Mexico, and Panama fOT 1958.1959. 

Convention, there were unmistak
able signs, even without words, that 
they were resolved to attach them
selves to the completing of the goals 
that this convention so clearly en
gr a ved in their minds. 

-QuENTIN FARRAND 

Convention Reporter 

United States 
Convening on April 29 for the fif

tieth time, at the mid-point of the 
World Crusade, Baha'is of the United 
States declared with 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
"Now is the time for very great 
things I" as they set their sights on 
the theme, "A New Baha'i Era." 

In Foundation Hall of "the holiest 
House of Worship in the world"
from whence would "go forth influ
ence"-delegates of the American 
Baha'i community gave forth and 
received a current of searching 
thoughts and ideas focused on the 
work already laid out for the next 
five years by the beloved Guardian, 
he who had said, "If they would only 
follow my instructions, be my 
agents, be reeds through which the 
spirit could flow to the people of the 
world, they would be amazed at the 
victories I would win . .. "_he who 
had warned "not to allow . . . this 
one remaining opportunity to be ir
retrievably lost!" 

They reminded themselves, and 
were admonished by their dis
tinguished speakers, that "with his 
spirit watching over the world now" 

they truly must Hbecome the reed 
through which his spirit can flow, 
the media for the SOurce of salva
tion to a dying society"; that this 
very day is "fraught with spiritual 
power because of the passing of 
Shoghi Effendi to the Abha King
dom"; that he had begged "this 
community-the spiritual descend
ants of the Dawn-Breakers . . . 
champion-builders . .. standard-bear_ 
ers ... torch-bearers of a future di
vinely inspired world civilization
(to) arise . . . to secure the lion' oS 

share in the prosecution of a Global 
Crusade designed to diffuse the 
Light of God's Revelation over the 
surface of the entire planet. H 

They remembered that in 1923 this 
beloved person had written to the 
Persians a message of consolation: 
"The passing of 'Abdu'l-Baha has 
spread affliction, but His sacred 
spirit at last has attained the joy of 
freedom in Paradise. From that 
lofty peak, He watches and addresses 
us: '0 ye, my beloved ones, grieve 
not nor be hopeless and confused. 
I am with you. Every moment I 
aid you with renewed confirmation. 
Sacrifice your lives! Be not de
jected, rise in unison and harmony! 
If ye were to fail, ye will never see 
me, nor meet in the Kingdom. Arise 
with fortitude!' " They were also told 
that he had said to Enoch Olinga, 
called by him the Father of Victories, 
when asked what to teach, "Teach 
them to be saints t We have enough 
admini stra tor s." 
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First Local Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is of Salem, Ore., 
a goal city, formed on April 21, 1958. 

Of the rare and beautiful memo
ries of the busy Convention were the 
silences before prayer, into which 
was poured the haunting music of the 
chanting of our beloved Persian 
friends. It was a wonderful privilege 
and memorial, to listen to the 
prayers given to them by Shoghi Ef
fendi himself, and not yet translated 
into any other language. The collec
tion of chants were like pages of 
beautiful Persian script translated 
into music. One also was given in 
Arabic by a friend from the Bagildad 
community-and the lovely sounds 
differed even as do the Persian and 
Arabic characters delicately penned 
on the page. 

Highlighting the opening of the con
vention was the Message from the 
Hands of the Faith in the Holy Land 
to all of the Annual Conventions of 
the Baha'i World read by Horace 
Holley, revered Hand of the Cause 
and Secretary of the Convention. He 
counseled that although now we have 
no Guardian in the flesh, that al
though, as written by the Hands of 
the Faith in the Holy Land, the Plan 
of God has crossed the Divine Plan, 
seeming to divert it, in the long run 
it will reinforce it, in a mystery that 
cannot be explained, 

He said that appraIsmg what 
Shoghi Effendi has given us in world 
order, interpretation of the messages 
of Baha'u'llah, work so meticulously 
planned for five more years, we real
ize that the Guardian is still our guid
ance and our blessing. ~~In the 
formative years of the Faith Of God 

on earth, we had a.n incomparable 
Guardian, The victory he won for 
Baha'u'llah will go down through the 
Baha'i Era. There is divine guidance 
for the future House of Justice. We 
cannot fill in all the gaps. Perhaps 
we will see the pattern more clearly, 
but we have enough now. A faithful 
Baha'i in action has all the insight 
he needs from day to day to accom
plish his mission, The words of Shoghi 
Effendi are treasured ones. A gar
dener must protect a young tree, but 
when the tree becomes mature, it can 
take care of itself. We are the tree, 
roots deeply emplanted, branches en
circling the world." 

These words of Ruhiyyih Khanum 
were quoted to inspire: "We thought 
war might interrupt the Divine Plan. 
We never dreamed the interruption 
would be the ascension of the Guard
ian. Our monument to him must be 
the carrying out of his plans. In the 
memory of Shoghi Effendi, I implore 
you to carryon his work as one soul 
in many bodies!" 

Again, from his own last message: 
"I would ... entreat everyone of 
them to immortalize this approach
ing, fateful hour . . . by a fresh con
secration ... instantaneous plan of 
action .. , dynamic and decisive." 
"They cannot be the chosen people of 
God and do nothing about it." To do 
the Guardian's bidding will be a true 
memorial to our beloved Shoghi Ef
fendi. 

And so the delegates acknowledged 
their shortcomings. They said, nLet 
us go back to significant passages, 
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not to read them once or twice, but 
go back to them until they become 
a part of us, until we reflect intensity 
of spirit, resignation to the Will of 
God, utmost humility." "We must 
create a climate for maturity, in or
der to realize it. Take advantage of 
the divine art of consultation with 
prayer and meditation, then seek 
answers together." They were re
minded that when the Blessed Bab 
declared His Mission, there was only 
one true believer in the world! All 
he had was intense joy, passion to 
share. 

I'Why is Africa blessed with so 
many new assemblies in one year'? 
Those who served arose in a spirit of 
great sacrifice! The poverty of the 
Africans is overwhelming. Yet at a 
~east, they serve bread and water, 
In order to send ten shillings to She
ghi Effendi to help those less fortu
nate! We have been given the spir
itual primacy, and we must find out 
how to capture the spirit of dedica
tion that has brought such tremend
ous victories in other parts of the 
world, so that the work will go for
ward, here on the Homefront." 

Home Front Te.ching 
Attention turned to the Homefront, 

which must gain 125 new local as
semblies before 1963, remembering 
with our revered Hand, Leroy loas, 
that even in the exciting days when 
the pioneers were going out, Shoghi 
Effendi continued to talk about the 
Homefront. Convention Chairman 
and National Spiritual Assembly 
member Charles Wolcott warned 
that the discussion must be creative 
and constructive. "We are blessed 
with the principle of community ac
tion, and we must use it well. The 
hardest objectives are yet ahead, 
and invigoration of the Homefront 
must be the basis of our approach." 

They counseled one another that if 
from this Temple "would go forth 
influence/' it is effort that releases 
inf~uence, that the Gaurdian had said, 
"Disperse, disperse, disperse!" 

From Alaska came the challenge, 
"Don't say I'll go pioneering when 
the door opens-kick the door 
open!" The last pilgrim from Amer
ica to visit the Guardian told of his 
admonition: "The fire must be fan· 
ned and flamed-go back to God 
Passes By, reread Chapter VI, page 
93, 'He Who in such dramatic cir
cumstances . . .' to the bottom of 
pages 96, 'When the earth shall shine 
with the light of her Lord ... ' Some-
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First Bahci'i group of Whitehorse, Yukon TeYTitory~ a 
a goal of the Ten~Year Crusade. 

thing will happen when you stand in 
your room and read who He is! The 
world is dying for leadership-here 
is the Leader!" 

Administration 
On the subject of strengthening 

administrative .institutions of the 
Faith, Horace Holley warned. "A 
group of eight evolves. The whole 
mystery of Baha'u'IlSh's Order is 
contained in that group. If we do not 
employ rightly that interval of time 
before becoming nine, we are not 
qualified to grow into an assembly 
and exercise authority. How does it 
come into authority? It is a divine 
creation. That which is a blessing to 
pure souls, becomes a torment to 
persons of divided minds. The spir~ 
itual world is here-not at some my
sterious distant place. The dominant 
must learn their lesson-the clinging 
must learn to walk alone. The .insti
tution of the local spiritual assembly 
is given us by Baha'u'llah. to estab
lish justice and peace upon the 
earth-not to split hairs over the 
problems of an enrolled but not con
firmed community!" 

Borrah Kavelin, who was later to 
become Chairman of the newly 
elected National Spiritual Assembly 
advised: "The administrative order 
is the channel for the release of the 
spirit. Keep everybody busy! The lo
cal assembly has authority, but must 
be the servant, not the dictator." 

Financial 
The National Assembly Treasurer 

for the past year, Borrah Kavelin, 
prefaced his report of and appeal for 
the National Fund-"the life blood of 
all Baha'i institutions," by reminding 
the delegates that they are heirs to 
great responsibility. that at the base 

of all victories won during the last 
five years is sacrifice made by each. 
according to his own measure and 
understanding. 

"How much more precious and 
meaningful now, are the words of 
Shoghi Effendi. Let us bring joy to 
him in the Abba Kingdom by fulfill
ing our responsibilities." He said 
that the Convention might view with 
pride the thirty-five 1;la?iratu'l-Quds 
opened around the world at a total 
expenditure of about a quarter mil
lion dollars. Only one is yet to be 
opened, in Caracas, Venezuela, to 
fulfill the Crusade goal. Inflation 
there has set a high price, but $15,-
000 is at present set aside toward 
the total. 

American Baha'is are investing 
$15,000 in the Temple site in Stock
holm, and this, together with the $12,-
000 raised in Stockholm itself, result
ed in the acquisition, while the Con
vention was yet in progress, of the 
land on which another stately Mam
riqu'l-AQbka:r will rise. 

Mr. Kavelin reported excellent 
progress on the first dependency, the 
Home for the Aged, to house twenty 
guests, being erected in the environs 
of the House of Worship in Wilmette. 
At a total investment of about one
fourth million dollars, it should be 
complete in September of this year. 

But lest the Am erican Bahil' is be
come complacent, they were re
minded of no small current budg
etary problems: that the National of
fice is growing, that in the Guardian's 
last message he made five specific 
references to finances and insisted 
that the Homefront be "spiritually 
invigorated, administratively ex
panded, and materially replenished." 

that material resources must not be 
neglected nor underestimated in a 
growing Baha'i order. All were urged 
to participate in the effort to erect a 
noble memorial to the beloved 
Guardian in London. 

Intercontinental Goals 
All hearts were warmed by the re

port by National Assembly member 
Edna True of the formation of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of France, the flowering of 
the seed planted by the Master Him
self. This ... the first independent 
National Spiritual Assembly on the 
continent of Europe, numbers the 
twenty-seventh pillar of the House of 
Justice, and has been attained in the 
year designated by our Beloved 
Guardian. 

The European Teaching Committee 
stated that there must be seven more 
national spiritual assemblies in Eu
rope by 1963, besides those in Aus
tria and Turkey, by Ridvim 1959;
that there is an imperative need for 
sustained pioneers in all these twelve 
countries. 

The Africa Teaching Committee 
asked, "Have we rested on our 
oars?" There are now only sixty-eight 
pioneers in Africa against seventy 
last year, and the sixty-eight are not 
distributed according to need. Three 
countries, Portuguese Guinea, Span
ish Guinea, and St. Thomas, must 
have pioneers. It must be remem
bered, too, that newly-won goals can 
be lost by pioneers abandoning them 
too soon. 

The Secretary of the Asia Teach
ing Committee appealed) "Do read 
the Annual Report." This Committee 
was delighted to report new native 
Baha )is going out from newly won 
goals to pioneer in other areas-set
tled so far with forty-nine American 
Baha'is. Prayers are requested for 
the non-American who is working on 
the difficult resettlement of Tibet. He 
has re-entered with determination, 
and is enduring great hardships. 

The need in the Caroline Islands 
is hampered by the government code 
which prevents its employees sup
porting any particular religion. Yet 
the natives say, "When will you send 
us pioneers?" Single male pioneers 
should go there and live a mong the 
natives in patience. Guam is the cen· 
ter of education for natives in the 
entire area. If taught there, they will 
return to their homes with the Mes
sage. A regional national spiritual as
sembly is to be formed next Ric;ivan 
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in Suva in the Fiji Islands to serve 
all the South Pacific islands. 

The Western Hemisphere Teaching 
Committee came before the delegates 
with the affirmation, "The harvest 
is ripe ... 'Now is the time for very 
great things: H Latin America must 
have twenty national assemblies in 
the next five years-one in every re
public. The 170 pioneers scattered 
throughout are far short of the need. 
Brazil is as large a country as the 
United States with another Texas 
thrown in! The necessity is for im
mediate settlement by three times 
that number. The native believers 
are wonderful but lack the self-reli
ance to build institutions. Mostly they 
are from the underprivileged, so that 
they cannot move about. 

A native Indian Baha'i Community 
in Bolivia is pleading for a teacher 
to instruct their wives and their hun~ 
dred children in the Faith, and in 
Spanish reading and writing. This 
Committee says "Learn Spanish!" 

Special Tasks 
For those who cannot go into the 

foreign fields, the American Indian 
Service Committee holds out a rich 
and rewarding work for thos e who 
would dedicate themselves to our 
very own aborigines, these oppressed 
natives of North America. There are 
thirty large tribal groupings from 
which thirty~two leading members in 
sixteen tribes have become Baha'is. 
There are twenty-one pioneers in the 
field. The Omaha Reservation on the 
Great Plains, one of the most cultur
ally disintegrated and socially HI, 

characterized only by its will to sur
vive, has few believers-but if one 
dedicated pioneer had not gone there 
last fall, there may have been none. 

The needs are always for doctors, 
dentists, nurses, social workers, 
teachers, and a variety of possibili
ties of employment in towns near the 
Reservations. 

There was further discussion of the 
relocation program by the govern
ment, resettling Indians from the 
overcrowded reservations into cer
tain large citIes, where they are lost 
and lonely, urging that we find them 
and simply be neighborly at first. 

In Los Angeles alone, there are 
10,000 American Indians-and there 
are relocation centers in 12 other 
cities in the U.S. It they return home 
to the reservation because the world 
outside is too unfriendly, it is to re
turn to abject poverty without 
government help. 

Are these neglected souls, our own 
aborigines, these beloved of 'Abdu'l
Baha, the very impetus needed to 
revitalize the Homefront? Only the 
pure of heart will be able to reach 
these simple souls, who will sense 
his sincerity. 

The Interracial Teaching Commit
tee will send on request the script 
for a Pageant to be used on Race 
Amity Day, but which is suitable for 
any time. The Committee says to be 
on the watch for opportunities to 
demonstrate Baha'i unity: attend 
concerts open to the public, Negro af
fairs, church dinners, tea at the 
YWCA, make friends, give book re
views, show colored slides. If we 
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look, there will be many open doors. 
The Committee described as of 

very special merit a film on hous
ing, "All the Way Home," available 
through social agencies, public li~ 

braries, etc., and HBoundary Lines," 
a beautifully done film with "un
beatable impact" by B'nai B'rith. 
Most film libraries will have it. A 
delegate from Mississippi described 
how Baha'is there are called on the 
carpet to defend the Faith.. their 
answer: "We are an organization to 
change hearts, not to change lives." 
They are critically watched there in 
the deep south, and must demon
strate the teachings in their own 
lives. Negroes are urgently needed 
to teach their own; those oppressed 
for decades will not readily accept 
the Faith from white people. 

Colleq_, Youth, and Child Education 
These Committees demonstrated 

amazing vitality and fire and left 
with the delegates a whole new 
realm of fresh ideas, many appli
cable to the adult teaching areas. 
"The colleges are great untapped 
fields. We shall reach the faculty 
members so that they may include 
the F ai th in and relate it to their 
overall teaching pictures." Students 
are witnessing the fulfillment of the 
prophecy of God, the disintegration 
of the old order. When a student asks 
what happens next, he is spiritually 
hooked~" HIt is most vital that an 
effort be made to preserve the con~ 
tinuity of the campus clubs-in the 
face of constant turnover." 

Second Annual Convention Of the Baha'is of Alaska, held in Anchorage on April 26-27, 1958. 
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With the College Bureau function
ing separately, the Youth Committee 
was able to apply itself to the in
crease of its local committees from 
15 last year to 100 at present! They 
reminded the American community 
that a youth committee is often made 
up to begin with, of no youth at all, 
only adults who will work to reach 
the youth, and that the Guardian 
had said, "Concentrate on youth of 
great capacity-one soul can set the 
continent ablaze!" 

They said. "Students are idealis
tic, are looking for a cause in which 
they can lose themselves-hut we 
must let them know that this is a 
real Crusade! H «Be enthusiastic, 
not fanatical, audacious, not agres
sive tH 

The Committee on Child Educa
tion appealed for hundreds of sub
scriptions to Child's Way, or it may 
have to suspend publication. This is 
not a bulletin for children to read, 
but a guide for Baha'i parents and 
teachers. They cited the growing in
terest in "The Philosophy of Educa
tion" as a discussion springboard. It 
revolves around independent investi
gation. 

A delegate warned that Shog
hi Effendi answered concerning chil
dren's attendance at any and aU sec
tarian Sunday Schools: "This is not 
investigation of truth, it is investi
gation of error. They cannot find 
truth in division. Parents are an
swerable to God for not teaching 
Baha'i principles." 

Honored Guests 

Our revered Hand of the Cause 
Mason Remey brought a personal 
message of love and prayers from 
the Hands in the Holy Land, and 
greetings from the friends in Syd
ney, gathered for their Interconti
nental Conference, 

Our own dear Hand of the Cause 
Corinne True shared the rostrum for 
a brief period, and dear little Jessie 
Revell, whom Shoghi Effendi sent 
for to be his helper and who is now 
Treasurer of the International Baha'i 
Council, brought deep love from 
Ru!:>iyyih Khimum and the Hands at 
Haifa. Her mother had been at the 
Temple site when the land was 
blessed. Only ten days before his 
passing the Guardian said she and 
her sister should each attend an In
tercontinental Conference since they 
had not attended any in 1953. 

A great bounty of the Convention 
was the loving message of Adelaide 
Sharp, representative of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of frim, in 
charge of Baha'i schools in Tihrim, 
Her message to the America~ com
munity was: ';Take advantage of 
the freedom you have-freedom of 
speech, freedom from fear! ,. 

The lovely gift of a precious box 
containing dust from every room in 
the Adrianople home of B.hil'u'llah 
was brought from the friends in Tur
key and presented to the American 
archives by To rah-Menevi, a Per
sian pioneer in Istanbul, grand-

Bahd'i Teaching Conference in Malacca, Malaya, in December 1957. 
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daughter of Hand of the Cause 
Tariq:u'llah Samandari. 

National Spiritual Assembly, 1958.59 
Out of 171 delegates, 166 ballots 

were cast (six of these being void) 
for the new National Spiritual As
sembly, who met shortly thereafter 
to elect their officers. The results 
were as follows: Chairman, Borrah 
Kavelin; Vice-Chairman t Charles 
Wolcott; Secretary, Horace Holley; 
Assistant Secretary t Charlotte Lin
foot; Recording Secretary, Edna 
True; Treasurer, Arthur Dahl; and 
Katherine True, Margery McCor
mick, and Ellsworth Blackwell. 

Message to Hand. of Holy Land 
The following cable was composed 

and sent to the Hands of the Cause 
in the Holy Land: 

FIFTIETH ANNUAL CONVEN
TION SENDS WARMEST APPRE
CIATION MESSAGE REVERED 
HANDS HOLY LAND. RECOGNIZ
ING OVERWHELMING BURDEN 
RESPONSIBILITY NOW BORNE 
BY BELOVED CUSTODIANS, DEL
EGATES, NEWLY AWARE OF 
FORCES RELEASED ASCENSION 
BELOVED GUARDUlN, ARE EN
GAGED SERIOUS SELF-SCRU
TINY, SEEKING UNDERSTAND
ING PAST FAILURES, HOW MEET 
FOREMOST CHALLENGE REVI
TALIZATION AMERICAN BAHA'i 
COMMUNITY, ACHIEVE MATU
RITY, ASSUME PROPER SHARE 
PROSECUTION REMAINING 
TASKS TEN·YEAR ORUSADE. 
DEEPEST LOVE. 

After three intensive days the 
Fiftieth Annual Convention of the 
Baha'is of the U,S. adjourned. with 
a total registration of 1,102 Baha'is, 
including perhaps fifty visitors from 
other countries, and having received 
and sent loving messages from and 
to the Hands of the Faith in the 
Holy Land, the beloved Amatu'l
BaM Ruhiyyih KMnum, the Nation
al Assemblies of Canada, of Pakis
tan, the Regional Assemblies of 
South America, and the American 
Hands of the Cause. 

The bright carnation lei from 
friends in Hawaii was faded, but 
the hardy antherium they brought 
was still perfectly fresh and beauti
ful-a symbol of the fresh start taken 
for the remaining five years of the 
Crusade-"the time fOT very great 
things." 

-ELEANOR K. METz 
Convention Re]JQrter 



The Indian Agency at Window Rock:, 
Ariz., with the I'window rock" for. 
mation in the mountain visible in the 

background. 

Red rock country interspersed 
with the twists of snow-capped juni
per on the Navajo Reservation in 
northern Arizona was the inspira
tional setting of a two-day Baha'i 
Conference, April 12 and 13, under 
the famous Window Rock. 

Rays of understanding emanated 
from the discussion of "Reaching 
Minority Groups" and from the 
weekend fellowship which drew 
members of various Indian tribes 
and their Baha'i friends. The Con
ference, inspired and planned by the 
Window Rock Group. began Satur
day noon as participants arrived 
from the four comers-as far south 
as Phoenix, as far north as Farm
ington, as far west as Tuba City. 
and as far east as Albuquerque. 

Evening dinner. preceded by a de
lightful afternoon of mountain climb
ing, sightseeing, and forming new 
friendships I was served in the Gin
nett's small apartment, which must 
have had elastic walls as everyone 
was so comfortable among the large 
numbers present; however, perhaps 
this was due to our realization that 
the gathering was enhanced by the 
presence of twelve Indians repre· 
senting Navajo, Delaware, Cochiti, 
Pueblo, Sioux, Chippewa, and Hopi 
tribes. 

The next morning the group gath
ered for prayers, followed by a 
breakfast of bacon and eggs served 
in the Window Rock Lodge, which is 
a Navajo tribe enterprise. The Con
ference convened in the library of 
the Administration building with an 
opening of three prayers in various 
tongues-Hopi, Delaware, and Eng
lish-and the reading of ~'The Source 
of Unity" from Baha'i World Faith 
pp, 257 to 258. 

The ensuing discussion covered 
two aspects of Indian teaching: (1) 
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Baha'is Sponsor Conference at Navajo Reservation 

how to overcome a barrier such as 
language, and (2) the need for un
derstanding. Such thoughts as these 
were expressed: 

"To overcome any barrier one 
must first drop everything and 
seek to reach others. We can sit 
on the floor and eat with our fin
gel! with them; we can simplify 
our lives." This will enable us to 
demonstrate genuine interest and 
prove the purity of our motives. 

"We must understand what 
communication is; language is 
only one form. We must not rely 
on the crutch of language; we 
must learn to use other forms of 
communication which are intangi
ble; it can be only realized, not 
taught." 

"Build up your friendships as 
this may be the only language you 
and your Indian friend can speak 
with understanding." 

"In greeting others take time to 
first greet the heart; this is done 
only through silence." 

"Love your native friend be
cause he is an individual and not 
just because he is Navajo, Hopi, 
etc." 

"In trying to understand the In
dian it is not enough to read books 
about them; we must read their 
hearts as well." 
Views on life after death and evil 

forces were shared by Hopi, Dela-

Miss Sadie Joe of Pinon, Ariz.,. the 
first Navajo Bahci'i, attending the 

Window Rock Conference. 

ware, and Navajo Indians with a re
sult that their expressed views were 
quite similar. It was with this real
ization of the many similarities 
among the thoughts of the various 
Indian backgrounds that the Conier
ence closed with a Navajo chanting 
his prayer; however. the doors of 
our hearts opened to receive the 
spirit of this significant conference. 

·-MARn.YN HEATON 

Discussion group at the two-day conference in Window Rock~ Ariz. This 
meeting was held in the library of the Navajo Agency office, which was 

made avai'able to the Baha'is. 
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Dedicate Canadian Temple Site 
At North York, Ontario 

John Robarts, Hand of the Cause, 
in the presence of Canadian Baha'is 
from coast to coast, dedicated the 
site of the second MaWriqu'I-Ac;lJJ.kar 
in the North American continent. 

The time of this historic event was 
four o'clock. in the afternoon of Sat
urday, April 26, 1958. There were 
more than seventy Baha'IS and their 
friends present. 

The short, impressive ceremony 
was opened with a welcome to the 
Baha'is by Claus Liedtke of North 
York, on behalf of the Baha'is of 
that community where the temple 
land is located. He then repeated 
Baha'u'llah's blessing: "Blessed is 
the spot . . .' t He was followed by 
Lloyd Gardner of Oshawa. chairman 
of the Canadian National Spiritual 
Assembly, reading 'Abdu'}-Baha's 
prayer for a House of Worship: "0 
Lord, make these holy SQuls, who 
have arisen to build this temple ... " 

Mr. Robarts, during a short talk. 
briefly reviewed the history of the 
various Ma@riqu'l-AgJ],kars in the 
world, and of the acquisition of 
this site in northern Toronto. He also 
told how funds willed to the Canadian 
Baha'i community by the late Hand 
of the Cause of God Siegfried Schop
flocher had paid for the site. 

He was followed with the reading, 
by National Spiritual Assembly mem
ber Allan F. Raynor, of 'Abdu'l
Baha's prayer for Canada: "Praise 
be to Thee, 0 God! Verily, these 
are Thy servants ... " 

The dedication was made even 
more historic by the presence of 
several pioneer teachers from Can
ada and from Africa. 

Court Rules Maxwell Home 
Entitled to Tax Exemption 

On February 24, 1958, another im
portant victory for the Faith in 
Canada was achieved, when judg
ment was rendered by the Superior 
Court in Montreal in favour of the 
National Spiritual Assembly against 
the City of Montreal. This was the 
result of an action commenced in 
1955, to require the City of Montreal 
to recognize the Baha'i Faith as an 
independent religious body and grant 
exemption to it from municipal taxes 
for the Baha'i Shrine, as a place 
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Ri¢van co.mmemoTation in the Madeira Islands, 1958. 

primarily devoted to religious wor
ship and therefore eligible under the 
city's own charter and by·laws. 

This house was the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Sutherland Maxwell and 
their daughter, RUhiyyih Khlmum, 
and was given to the National Spirit
ual Assembly in 1954. 'Abdu'I-BahO. 
was a visitor to this home when he 
came to America and C.anada in 1912. 

Baha'i Teaching on Abstinance 
From Alcoholic Beverages Restated 

The Guardian's instructions to as
semblies on the matter of Baha'is 
who use alcoholic beverages were 
published in the Canadian Baha'i 
News for February 1958, and are re
printed below: 

Mr. Allen Raynor reported to the 
(Canadian) National Spiritual As
sembly that during his pilgrimage 
the Guardian had told him that in 
connection with the Baha'is who use 
alcoholic beverages, the assemblies, 
although acting in a patient, kindly 
and loving manner toward such per
sons, could not tolerate a continued 
disregard of this law of the Kitcib-i
Aqdas. 

The Guardian then outlined the pro
cedure indicated below, to be fol
lowed by the Assemblies in this con· 
nection: 

First-Inform such persons of the 
law. 

Second-Exhort them to follow it_ 

Third-Warn them of the conse
quences of disobedience. 

Fourth - Remove their voting 
rights if they continue to disobey. 

Since this information did not come 
directly from the Guardlan but 
rather in the form of a pilgrim's note, 
the National Spiritual Assembly 
asked the Guardian for confirmation. 
The Guardian replied through his 
secretary: 

IjAs regards the question of alco
hol, the Guardian explained this to 
Mr. Raynor t and he feels that his 
understanding of it is quite correct. 
The assemblies must be wise and 
gentle in dealing with such cases, 
but at the same time must not tal· 
erate a prolonged and flagrant dis
regard of the Baha'i Teachings as 
regards alcohol." 

Deprived of Voting Rights 
The believers are informed that 

Norman Powers has been deprived 
of his voting rights by action of the 
U.S. National Spiritual Assembly and 
his na me has been removed from 
the membership list. 

Mr. Powers. whether or not he car
ries an identification card, is no 
longer to be accepted as a member 
of the Baha'i commWlity. 
-u.S. NATIONAL SPnuTUAL ASSEMBLY 
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QUEEN MARIE of Rumania de
scribed the Baha'i Faith as "a 

wide embrace." Perhaps nowhere 
else is this as true as iIi the Baha'i 
summer schools. While providing 
ample time for pleasure and genuine 
recreation, the main object of the 
Baha'i summer schools is serious
to afford an opportunity to draw near 
to God through study and through 
association with others, in an at
mosphere of devotion. 

There is much to study. The Baha'i 
Writings are voluminous. Baha'u'll3.h 
has said that the purpose of religion 
in general and of His own revelation 
in particular is lithe establishment 
of order in the world and of tran
quillity amongst its peoples." The 
Baha ') Writings show us the means 
to the aU ainm en t of such order and 
tranquillity, today so vital to OUT very 
existence. To promote serious study 
is one of the primary functions of 
the schools. 

Another function, contingent upon 
this but no less important, is the cre
ation of an environment in which 
one can live as fully as possible the 
Baha'i life, a place where one can 
find relief from the tensions and 
from the national, racial, and re
ligious animosities with which the 
world afflicts us. Here we can be 
trained in the practice of those vir
tues needed for a civilization where 
all men can live harmoniously to
gether and each individual can de
velop his highest spiritual powers. 

A World-Embracing Vision 
What are these virtues and how can 

they be demonstrated at the summer 
schools? 

The first is a world-embracing vi
sion, in which all prejudices, be they 
those of color, of nationality, or of 
religious background, will disappear. 
Students at a Baha.'i school will notice 
such differences in their companions 
only because they lend interest and 
variety to the whole. 

A world-embracing vision is not 
conducive to the formation of cliques 
and small exclusive groups. Natur
ally we all make friends according 
to our individual tastes and we like 
to be with them as much as possible, 
but let us devote part of our time at 
the schools to discovering the spe
cial qualities of those whom we do 
not know so well and to making all 
our fellow guests feel that they too 
are included in this wide embrace. 

The Baha'i Faith also demands in 
us certain other standards of individ
ual conduct. It forbids the use of 
alcoholic beverages and stresses 
moderation, modesty, and propriety 
in our daily lives. The reaction in 
this COtultry against a rigid and big
oted puritanism, which seemed to 
frown on all pleasures t brought with 
it an inordinate emphasis on freedom. 
Since the first world war, modesty 
in behavior and dress has been, dec
ade by decade, redefined until it has 
almost been cast aside entirely as 
prudish and old-fashioned. But there 
are many people in the United States 

Some of the participants at the EI Salvador Summer Schoo! 
at Apaneca in April 1958. 
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who have a feeling for modesty and 
good taste, and in numerous other 
countries some of our American 
customs are offensive. The Baha'i 
Faith is for all the world, and in the 
summer schools visitors from for
eign countries are frequent. They 
should not go away with a false idea 
of Baha'i standards of conduct. 

The Guardian's Standards 
These standards have been clearly 

defined by Shoghi Effendi in The 
Advent of Divine Justice and are 
familiar to all of us. While the 
nchaste and holy life" we are called 
upon to live "can tolerate no com
promise with the theories, the stand
ards, the habits, and the excesses 
of a decadent age/' this does ,not 
mean that we should not have fun. 
Perhaps no people are gayer than 
a group of Baha'is gathered together. 
It means that our pleasures should 
have a different basis. HIt must be 
remembered," the Guardian says, 
"that the maintenance of such a 
high standard of moral conduct is 
not to be associated or confused with 
any form of asceticism, or of ex
cessive and bigoted puritanism. The 
standard inculcated by Bah,,'u'lh\h 
seeks, under no Circumstances, to 
deny anyone of the legitimate right 
and privilege to derive the fullest 
advantage and benefit, from the man
ifold joys, beauties, and pleasures 
with which the world has been so 
plentifully enriched by an All-Loving 
Creator." 

This New Faith 
This is a new faith, and SOme peo

ple suppose it to be very strange. 
The behavior of Baha'is is being 
closely observed. Outsiders look cu
riously at the summer schools to 
see what our teachings are and 
whether or not we live up to them. 
Some may even suspect us of prac
ticing nudism and free love. To pro
tect the Faith from misrepresenta
tion and to enable the schools to 
run smoothly and in an orderly fash
ion, certain rules have been set up. 
These are not arbitrary nor unrea
sonable. They are aids in establishing 
order in the school so that the Baha'i 
ideals can be put into practice. 

We look forward to a new world 
civilization, based on a world order. 
Order presupposes law and the will
ingness of the people to obey it. Obe
dience to law for love of Him was the 
first lesson Bahil'u-llah taught to the 
people when He began His mission. 
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The rules of the summer schools 
have been made as few as possible. 
They derive their authority from the 
National Spiritual Assembly and 
compliance with them by Baha'is is 
a duty as well as an act of courtesy. 

Here we are offered opportunity to 
attain, in an approximation of the 
ideal Baha'i environment, that learn
ing which illuminates all learning. 
"The Word which is uttered by God," 
-says Baha'u'llah, Ushineth and flash
eth as the sun a midst the books of 
men." As Baha'is, we have the priv
ilege of helping to create that en
vironment and on each of us rests 
the responsibility of representing our 
faith before the world, for are we 
not each one of ~'the bearers of the 
name of God in this Day?" 

Pioneer Devotes Self-Sauificing 
Service to Costa Rica Farmers 

Guanacaste is a very primitive 
region in the heart of the cattle coun
try of Costa Rica. Most of the people 
who live here are farmers with little 
plots of land or who work as farm
hands on the fincas (ranches). They 
are sincere and simple people, 
but extremely poor. Nevertheless, 
through the deep love and great self
sacrifice on the part of a Baha'i, 
many of these people are turning 
toward the Faith of Bahil'u'lli>.h and 
are trying to adjust their lives to 
Baha'i concepts. 

Mrs. Esmarilda Thompson de 
Vega, former member of the Port 
Lima Baha'i Assembly, went to 
Guanacaste because she wished to 
work among people unspoiled by civ
ilization. Here in the town of Canas 
she began her work, winning friend
ship of many people including an 
elderly man who became the first 
believer of that community. Then, 
because of some opposition from the 
clergy which prevented her from 
teaching as actively as she wished, 
she went out into the farm district. 

It was necessary for her to walk 
many miles over hills, mountains. 
and across rivers, but through her 
kindness and friendliness she won 
the affection and active support of 
about thirty-six Baha'is, adults, and 
children. She has taught the children 
to read and write, and is presently 
trying to promote the establishment 
of a school. 

Her work has been accomplished 

Mrs. Esmarilda Thompson (right) 
with a group of her friends at Guana

caste~ Costa Rica. 

only through self-sacrifice. It is often 
hard and unpleasant. Sometimes her 
path among the distant farms is be
set with venomOus serpents, but she 
treads it fearlessly. Her reward has 
been the trusting response on the 
part of the people. This has made her 
heart happy, her task bearable. 

Esmarilda is a member of the 
Negro race, and her warmhearted 
kindness and hospitality have at
tracted all people to her. She inspires 
confidence in them. In addition to the 
many practical things she has taught 
them, she has gladdened their hearts 
by singing for them and teaching 
them to sing English songs. Baha'i 
teachers who have helped her in her 
work are Mr. Dhikrullah Khitdem, 
revered Hand of the Cause; William 
de Forge, Auxiliary Board Member; 
Salomon Escalante, Jose Basquero. 
and Rosy Vodanovic, Chilean pio
neer, 

The Costa Rican Teaching Commit
tee writes: '~Would to God that more 
people like this pivneer would be 
found to carry on with devotion the 
banner of Baha'utllah to these thirsty 
and spiritually needy people." 

The Teaching Committee is work
ing to instruct these new friends in 
the Baha'i way of life and in Ad
ministration. One local spiritual as
sembly is being formed this Ridvim, 
although it will be very difficult for 
the various members to meet reg
ularly, as many are hard-working 
people and there is no means of com
munication or transportation between 
the farms. 

In the heart of this pioneer there 
must echo these words of the Mas
ter: HOh, how I long that it CQuld 
be made poss1b~e for me to travel 
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through these parts, even if neces
sary on foot, and with the utmost 
poverty, and white paSSing through 
the cities, villages, mou.ntains, des
erts and oceans, cry at the top Of my 
voice 'Yd-Bahd'ul-Ahh(j,I and pro
mote the divine teachings. But now 
this is not feasible for me ..... per
chance, God willing, ye may become 
assisted therein." 

Baha'i Youth Activities Attract 
Students in Three Cities 

Baha'i youth in Nashville, Tenn.; 
Phoenix, Ariz.; and Albuquerque, 
N. Mex., have interested university 
students in these cities in the teach
ings of the Baha'i Faith through pub
lic meetings and campus activities in 
recent months. Reports on their ac
tivities follow. 

Tennessee Valley Area 

Baha'! Youth Conference 

The first Tennessee Valley Area 
Baha'i Youth conference was held on 
March 8 and 9, 1958, in Nashville, 
Tenn., and was convened by the 
Nashville Baha' i Youth Committee. 

When the National Baha'i Youth 
Committee first suggested this youth 
conference there was much uncer
tainty on the part of the local com
mittee as to the feasibility and 
desirability of such a conference. 
There were few youth in the area~ 
and there was no clear idea as to 
what should be the subjects of con
sultation or how the various aspects 
of the planning should be carried out, 
but once the decision was made to 
hold it, the plans began to crystallize. 

The National Baha'i Youth Com
mittee furnished the local committee 
with a list of names and addresses 
of all youth in the area. They also 
furnished the Nashville committee 
with an agenda complete enough to 
serve as a definite basis for the con
ference and flexible enough to allow 
for creativity on the part of the local 
committee. It became the working 
ba sis for the local plans. 

Through the efforts of the local 
committee, Dr. Lambert Case of St. 
Louis, Mo., an outstanding Bahati 
teacher, was secured as a speaker 
for a fireside to be held Saturday 
night, March 8, as part of the con
ference. Dr. Case agreed also to de
li.ver a public lecture on j 'World 
Faith" on March 9, at Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville. Arrange-
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Informal discussion group at the first Tennessee Valley Area 
Baha'i Youth Conference in Nashville on March 8-9~ 1958. 

ments for this meeting were made 
by one of the m_embers of the N ash
ville Youth Committee who is a stu
dent at Vanderbilt. 

Letters announcing the conference 
were sent to all Baha'i youth ill the 
area, Negro and white, enclosing a 
mimeographed copy of the planned 
program. Though intended for 
Baha?is only, several contacts from 
Birmingham, Ala., accompanied seV
eral of the Baha'i youth to the con
ference to attend the Saturday 
fireside. 

As the plans gathered momentum, 
it seemed as if definite spiritual 
forces were released. PubliCity on 
Dr. Case's Sunday public lecture was 
the most extensive ever received on 
the Vanderbilt University campus. 
Many posters and mimeographed 
handbills were displayed at Vander
bilt University, A & I State Col
lege (Negro) and Fisk University 
(Negro). 

The conference itself was convened 
at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday with 
prayer and meditation, followed by 
the reading of a letter from Horace 
Holley, Hand of the Cause, written 
especially to the youth at this con
ference. Mr. Holley's provocative let
ter triggered a discussion on the in
terpretation of the role of the 
Baha'i youth in this momentous pe
riod in the worldls history. Later dis
cussions centered on teaching work 
among youth in college and high 
school with emphasis on the spiritual 
prerequisites for teaching. Dr. Case's 
contributions on prayer and medita
tion were most valuable, 

As the conference was held dur-

iog the period of the Fast, the time 
normally taken for lunch was spent 
in a "guided·' tour of the· Nashville 
area. 

In connection with the discussion 
of teaching work, two non-Baha'i 
books, especiaUy valuable for teach
ing work, were reviewed for those 
present at the conference. Bill 
Hatcher reviewed Arnold Toynbeel s 
Christianity Among the Religions of 
the World and Tom Thompson re
viewed Nels Ferre's The Sun and the 
UmbreHa. These reviews stressed 
both the utility and the shortcomings 
of these books. 

The high point of the conference 
was the fireside meeting on Satur
day evening attended by about 
twenty youth contacts, Negro and 
white. The total number present was 
about forty-five, and this was the 
first contact with the Faith for many 
of them. The value of having a group 
of Baha'i youth to teach a gathering 
of non-Baha'is was fully demon
strated, and the spirit which per
vaded the meeting was one of unity 
and love. 

The public lecture by Dr. Case the 
following morning attracted about 
seventy-five people, mostly youth. So 
far as could be determined, it is the 
first interracial meeting ever held on 
the Vanderbilt University campus. 

The Sunday afternoon session of 
the conference was highlighted by a 
report on teaching activities in the 
Cape Verde Islands by Baha'i pio
neer Howard Menking. 

The Nashville community, as well 
as the youth who attended, are still 
reaping spiritual benefits from the 

conference. The joy of Baha'i fellow
ship, which cannot fail to awaken 
new levels of experience in the in
dividual soul, the illumination of the 
mind through consultation and study 
and the invaluable witness to con~ 
tacts of the spirit of the Baha'i 
youth-all of these things make a 
Baha'i youth conference a unique joy 
whose deeper meaning can be under
stood only as the glorious foreshad
owing of that Golden Age of Baha'u'
nah which the fruits of our labors 
must inevitably bring. 

Arizona State University Conference 
The Baha'i Faith was represented 

by several participants at a recent 
Youth Conference on Human Rela
tions held on the campus of Arizona 
State University. Alton Thomas and 
Mrs. Nancy Phillips of Phoenix 
served as resource persons for dis
cussion groups and Mr. Thomas was 
keynote speaker for the conference 
which attracted 250 students from 
nineteen Arizona high schools. Bob 
Phillips and Donna Baumann, Phoe
nix Baha'i youth, served as chair
men for two planning committees. 
The day~long conference under the 
sponsorship of the National Confer
ence of Christians and Jews was 
opened with 'Abdu'l-Baha's "Prayer 
for All Nations" read by Donna. 

Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Phillips will 
serve as advisors at "Any town, 
U.S.A.," a week-long human rela
tions workshop for youth to be held 
in a mountain camp near Prescott. 
Ariz., in early June, Donna Baumann 
and Bob Phillips were among the 
young people selected to attend last 
year. Donna will attend this year as 
a counsellor. IIAnytown" is sponsored 
by the YMCA, YWCA, Phoenix Ur
ban League, National Conference of 
Christians and Jews, and other civic 
organizations. It strives to provide an 
ideal setting for youth selected for 
their leadership qualities to develop 
greater understanding of family, re. 
ligious. and racial relationships. 

Student Bah"'1 Association 
at University of New Mexico 

At the University of New Mexico 
in Albuquerque, the University Stu
dent Baha'i Association has been es
tablished and in operation since the 
beginning of the present semester. 
For some time it had been unable to 
be established due to the lack of any 
student on the campus; however, 
this year several new enrollments 
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in the Faith of university level stu
dents have made the association pos
sible. One interesting fact is that of 
the club's approximate membership 
of twelve or thirteen, more than half 
are non-Baha'is; the Baha'i group 
being made up of three students and 
three non-students. Since its incep
tion it has been quite active, meeting 
every Friday evening and attracting 
non-Baha'i members with practically 
every meeting. 

As far as activities are concerned, 
several specific things have been 
carried out or are in the process of 
being carried out. Besides the regular 
meetings and discussions, a program 
was voted into being in which the 
various religions of the world will be 
discussed by members and by guest 
speakers when necessary or desir
able. Then, it is possible that the 
club will end the series with a public 
symposium on the same subject. 

Frank Evans, a newly enrolled 
Bahil'i, gave a very fine talk at the 
Methodist College group in answer 
to an invitation of theirs to speak 
on the Faith. The Methodist students 
became so interested in the discus
sion of the Faith that they remained 
long after the meeting was scheduled 
to end and invited Frank to return 
another night the same week. Again 
he spoke on the Faith and again 
they were enthusiastic. 

In another activity, the Student 
Association sponsored the Winston 
Evans public meeting held on the 
campus. With the growing enroll~ 
ment, a non-Baha'i member was 
elected to represent the Baha'i Stu
dent Association on the Student Sen~ 
ate. 

Also, in spite of some social pres~ 
sure which forced one member to 
resign, and such acts as the defacing 
and removing of the Baha'i posters, 
a liaison was appointed to accept 
the invitation to participate in the 
Student Religious Association's ac~ 
tivities. All in all, the work has pro
ceeded with unusual success and a 
promise of better things to come. 

Ontario Summer Conference 
To Be Held in August 

An Ontario Baha ~i Summer Con
ference will be held from August 
2-9, 1958, at the Geneva Park YMCA 
Camp on Lake Couchiching. Courses 
will include HThe Ten-Year Cru
sade," "Baha'i in a Christian World," 
and "Sources of Hidden Power. p, 

For reservations and further in
formation please write to: Miss 
Jean Smith, 213 Geneva Street, St. 
Catherines, Ontario, Canada. 

Study Guide for Membership 
Prepared by Youth Committee 

The National Baha'i youth Com
mittee has prepared a study guide 
for youth or adults wishing to have 
a firm basis of study in preparation 
for membership in the Baha'i Com
munity. 

The youth study guide covers all 
of the essential aspects of the Faith, 
and will also be of great assistance 
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for declared believers, youth or adult. 
who wish to deepen their understand
ing of the Teachings and Adminis
trative Order. It can guide the 
serious student to proper references 
to understand his responsibilities to 
the Faith. 

The outline consists of four pages 
divided into five main topics; 1. His
tory of the Faith. II. Stations of the 
Three Key Figures in the Faith. 
III. Baha'i Administration. IV. Ba
sic Teachings. V. Obligations and 
Privileges of Baha'i Membership. 

The Baha'i Youth Study Guide is 
available on request from the sec
retary of the National Baha'! Youth 
Committee, Mrs. Helen Hauck, 716 
S. 5th Avenue, St. Charles, Illinois. 
Please send your requests to the 
National Baha'i Youth Committee 
only. 

Calendar of Events 
FEASTS 

June 5 - Nur (Light) 
June 24 - Ral;!mat (Mercy) 

HOLY DAY 
July 9 - Martyrdom of the Bab 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 

June 13, 14, 15 

Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

Weekdays 
10:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
(Entire building) 
7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 
(Auditorium only) 

Sunday. and Holiday. 
10:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
(Entire building) 
5:00 P.M. to 9 P.M. 
(Auditorium only) 

Service of Worship 
Sunday. 

3:30 P.M., lasting until 4:15. 
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Message From the Custodians of the Faith in the Holy Land 
to the Intercontinental Conference in Chicago 

UPON the occasion of the convening of this second In
tercontinental Comerence in Chicago, our hearts 

and our thoughts inevitably go back to the first great 
conference which was held here in 1953 during the 
opening of the World Crusade under the direct aegis 
of our beloved Guardian. His Messages, his cables, 
his wo:r:ds of loving reassurance, the news he sent us 
from Haifa at that time, the sense of his overpowering 
presence.-all are fresh today in our memories, and 
our hearts overflow with love for him and with longing 
for his physical presence in this world. None of us, 
however. can doubt that during the six months since 
his sudden passing the evidences of the Divine pro
tection promised to this Holy Faith of God have been 
overpowering. The structure Shoghi Effendi built, on 
the firm foundations laid in the Writings of Baha'u'llith 
and 'Abdu'l-Baha, has withstood the earthquake of his 
passing and its attendant circumstances; the seamless 
robe of this greatest of all Revelations has not been 
torn; the administrative institutions so carefully reared 
by him, nascent though they still are, have rallied to 
the support of the World Center, the heart and hub of 
the Faith, and have demonstrated, not only to the be
lievers but to the observant and curious public, as well 
as to our enemies, that this Cause is firmly knit to
gether, universal in its operations, united in one pur
pose and one great loyalty which nothing can destroy. 
We see in all this the living, breathing spirit of Shoghi 
Effendi, his protection and his love, which will never 
leave us. 

The five mighty Intercontinental Conferences an
nounced in the last message to the Baha'i world from 
our beloved Guardian, we see now as providential 
rallying-points during this difficult year of sorrow and 
separation. The midway point of this mighty Crusade 
the Guardian conceived and set in motion has been 
characterized not only by extraordinary victories won, 
but by the falling of a wholly unexpected blow, brought 
about through the mysterious operations of the Divine 
Will, which no man dare question and no human mind 
can comprehend, a blow which may well prove to be 
the signal for the beginning of that period of turmoil 
and suffering Shoghi Effendi so often told us the world 
must pass through before its parts are forged into a 

single whole, ready for, and capable of putting into 
operation, the Plan of God for this Day. 

Guaraian's Call for World Crusade Reviewed 
Let us, at this solemn moment in our destinies, turn 

back to the words of our Guardian when he sounded 
the call for this greatest of all enterprises ever under
taken by the followers of any Faith since the dawn 
of history. 

"Let there be no mistake. The avowed, the primary 
aim of this Spiritual Crusade is none other than the 
conquest of the citadels of men's hearts. The theater 
of its operations is the entire planet. Its duration -a 
whole decade. Its commencement synchronizes with 
the Centenary of the birth of Bahil'u'llah's Mission. 
Its culmination will coincide with the Centenary of 
the Declaration of that same Mission. The agencies 
assisting in its conduct are the nascent administrative 
institutions of a steadily-evolving, divinely appointed 
Order. Its driving force is the energizing influence 
generated by the Revelation heralded by the Bab and 
proclaimed by Baha'u'n3h. Its Marshal is none other 
than the Author of the Divine Plan. Its standard
bearers are the Hands of the Cause of God appointed 
in every continent of the globe. Its generals are the 
twelve national spiritual assemblies participating in 
the execution of its design. Its vanguard is the chief 
executors of 'Abdu'l-Baha's Master Plan, their allies 
and associates. Its legions are the rank. and file of 
believers standing behind these same twelve national 
assemblies and sharing in the global task embracing 
the American, the European, the African, the Asiatic, 
and Australian fronts. The charter directing its course 
is the immortal Tablets that have flowed from the Pen 
of the Center of the Covenant Himself. The armor 
with which its onrushing hosts have been invested is 
the glad tidings of God's own Message in this Day, 
the principles underlying the Order proclaimed by His 
Messenger, and the laws and ordinances governing 
His Dispensation. The battle cry animating its heroes 
and heroines is the cry of ya.Baha'u'I·Abha, Ya
'Aliyyu'l-A'll>. 

IISo vast, so momentous and challenging a crusade 
that will, God willing, illuminate the annals of the 
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second epoch of the Formative Age of the Faith of 
Baha'u'llah, and immortalize the second decade of 
the second Baha'i century, and the termination of which 
will mark the closing of the first epoch in the evolution 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha's Divine Plan, will, in itself, pave the 
way for, and constitute the prelude to, the initiation 
of the laborious and tremendously long process of es
tablishing in the course of subsequent crusades in all 
the newly opened sovereign states, dependencies, and 
islands of the planet, as well as in all the remaining 
territories of the globe, the framework of the Ad
ministrative Order of the Faith, with all its attendant 
agencies, and of eventually erecting in these territories 
still more pillars to share in sustaining the weight, 
and in broadening the foundation, of the Universal 
House of Justice." 

Victories of Crusade Recounted 
Before we tUrn our thoughts to the purpose of this 

Conference as it affects the Baha'is of the Western 
Hemisphere, let us recall the stages through which 
this globe~encircling Crusade have already passed: Much 
to the joy and comfort of our overworked and most 
beloved Guardian, who had already sacrificed over 
thirty years of his life to the unremitting service of the 
Cause of God, the first phase of the Ten-Year Plan, 
which lasted from 1953 to 1954, witnessed the planting 
of the Banner of Baha'u'llah's Revelation in no less 
than one hundred additional countries, territories, and 
islands of the globe, raising thereby the total number 
at that time to two hundred and twenty-eight; the 
distinguishing feature of the second phase of this Plan, 
which lasted from 1954 to 1956, was the extraordinary 
multiplication of National I.Ia?iratu'l-Quds and Endow
ments, the purchase of the majority of which was to all 
intents and purposes completed during this period, in
volving an outpouring of funds which many of the 
friends had believed could not possibly take place in 
so short a time; the third phase, which comprised the 
period from 1956 to 1958, was distinguished by a marked 
multiplication not only of Baha'i centers all over the 
world, but by the establishment in both the Eastern 
and Western Hemispheres, of no less than thirteen 
regional and four national assemblies. 

The phenomenal progress made and the extraordinary 
victories won during the last five years, have demon
strated to us all, not only the immense power of the 
Cause of God-a powe~ which the Master said was 
mysterious and far above the understanding of men 
and of angels-but have shown us that through the 
canalization of this force by the Guardian into the 
mighty blue print of the Divine Plan conceived by 
~Abdu'l-Baha, an immensely potent instrument has 
been devised in the form of this World Crusade which 
constitutes a step in the spiritual conquest of the entire 
planet. The pattern has been clearly defined, the design 
of God we see distinctly emerging before our eyes. 
Every act of obedience to the instructions of the 
Guardian, every fulfillment of a goal set by him, every 
execution of a phase of his plan, brings victory, breeds 
strength, creates new spiritual life. He himself was 
immensely heartened and pleased over the victories 
won during the first half of this Holy Crusade, and 
characterized this five-year period as one of marvelous 
progress achieved in so vast a field in so short a time 
by a small band of heroic souls. 
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We know that the Western world, the Western Hem. 
isphere, particularly the "Great Republic of the West," 
have been singled out by the Bab, Baha'u'llcih. and 
'Abdu'l-Baha as regions of the globe whose peoples are 
endowed with special capacities in this Day with which 
to serve the Cause of God and through it their fellow
men. The attendants at this particular conference must 
feel the weight of a very great responsibility resting on 
them at this midway point of the World Crusade not 
only because of the mission conferred upon the~ by 
'Abdu'l-Baha, but because of the greatness of this afflic
tion which has filled all hearts with grief and longing at 
this time, and in spite of which-nay, perhaps because 
of which-they must now arise, wiser, more mature, 
more consecrated than ever before, to carry out their 
preponderating share in the prosecution of the re
mainder of the Ten-Year Plan. 

No Es""pe From Duty 
There can be no escape from duty for any beljever, 

least of all an American believer, at this critical 
juncture in the fortunes of our beloved Faith. We 
recall to your minds the stirring words of Shoghi 
Effendi addressed to the Annual Convention of the 
United States which preceded the first Intercontinental 
Conference held in 1953: 

"May this Community-the spiritual descendants of 
the Dawn-Breakers of the Heroic Age of the Baha'i 
Faith, the chief repository of the immortal Tab
lets of 'Abdu'l-Baha's Divine Plan, the foremost ex~ 
ecutors of the Mandate issued by the Center of 
Baha'u'llah's Covenant, the champion-builders of a 
divinely conceived Administrative Order, the standard· 
beaTers of the all-conquering army of the Lord of Hosts, 
the torch-bearers of a future divinely inspired world 
civilization-arise, in the course of the momentous 
decade separating the Great from the Most Great 
Jubilee, to secure, as befits its rank, the lion's share 
in the prosecution of a global crusade designed to 
diffuse the light of God's Revelation over the surface 
of the entire Planet." 

As the friends gathered at this supremely important 
Conference consider their future work and discuss ways 
and means of accomplishing it, the believers of the 
United States should, in particular. ponder the very 
critical position of the Homefront in their country and, 
in the Guardian's own words, "maintain their enviable 
position, as the vanguard of the army of Baha'u'lHth's 
Crusaders, in rescuing, while there is yet time. their 
Homefront from the precarious position in which it 
now finds itself." 

Let them remember that as he himself so clearly 
stated: "It is primarily a task that concerns the in~ 
dividual believer, wherever he may be, and whatever 
his calling, his resources, his race, Or his age. Neither 
the local or national representatives of the CommWlity, 
no matter how elaborate their plans, or persistent their 
appeals, or sagacious their councils, nor even the 
Guardian himself, however he may yearn for this con
summation, can decide where the duty of the individual 
lies, or supplant him in the discharge of that task. 
The individual alone must assess its character, consult 
his conscience, prayerfully consider all its aspects, 
manfully struggle against the natural inertia that 
weighs him down in his effort to arise, shed heroically 
and irrevocably, the trivial and superfluous attach-
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The Shrine oj the Bab stands on 

the slopes of Mt. Carmel in the Holy 

Land as a resplendent memorial to 

the Martyrdom oj the Bab at Tabriz, 

Persia~ on July 9, 1850, 

men!s which hold him back. empty himself of every 
thought that may tend to obstruct his path." 

The weight resting on each one of us today is truly 
crushing and inescapable, the reward which each one 
of us can win for himself is equally great and of an 
everlasting nature. In the words of the Qur'an: "Whoso 
maketh efforts for the Faith, maketh them for his own 
good only. Verily God is rich enough to dispense with 
all creatures." 

Guardian's Last Appear to NSA 
In his last letter to the American National Spiritual 

Assembly the Guardian made an appeal, couched in 
more poignant terms than any he had ever used pre
viously in addressing the members of that privileged 
Community who are the "Champion-builders of the 
World Order of Baha'u'llah": 

"Once again-and this time more fervently than ever 
before-I direct my plea to every single member of 
this strenuously-laboring, clear-visioned, stout-hearted, 
spiritually endowed community, every man and woman, 
on whose individual effort, resolution, self-sacrifice, 
and perseverance the immediate destinies of the Faith 
of God, now traversing so crucial a stage in its rise and 
establishment, primarily depends, not to allow, through 
apathy, timidity, or complacency, this one remaining 
opportunity to be irretrievably lost. I would rather en
treat each and everyone of them to immortalize this 
approaching. fateful hour in the evolution of a World 
Spiritual Crusade, by a fresh consecration to their 
God-given Mission, coupled with an instantaneous plan 
of action, at once so dynamic and decisive, as to wipe 
out, ~ .. with one stroke, the deficiencies which have to 
no small extent, bogged down the operations of the 
Crusade on the Homefront," 

Before turning to the global objectives still remain
ing, and which must be accomplished during the fourth 
phase of the Ten-Year Plan, let us review the specific 
tasks given by our Guardian to the American Baha'i 

Community, her chif'f any, and her daughter commu
nities in the Western Hemisphere: 

l 

The opening of Spitzbergen, the one remaining virgin 
territory other than those within the Soviet orbit, and 
the resettlement or consolidation of those goals now 
vacant or in need of supporting efforts by pioneers and 
visiting teachers; the speedy attainment of the objec
tives of the subsidiary Six-Year Plans given by our 
Guardian to the new national and regional assemblies 
formed during the Ri<;lvim period of 1957 under the 
sponsorship of the National Assembly of the United 
States, the fulfillment of which is an indispensable 
prerequisite to the formation, on a firm footing, of the 
future pillars of the Universal House of Justice which 
are to be established in each and every RepUblic of 
Latin America and in each goal country of Europe by 
1963 - victories which can be assured only by a con
tinuous flow of pioneers, as our Guardian repeatedly 
emphasized; the immediate construction of the first 
dependency of the Mother Temple of the West. de
signed to convincingly demonstrate to the public the 
spirit of service to humanity which underlies the Di
vinely-ordained institutions surrounding the Mag.riqu'l
A<llikar; the establishment. during the Ri<;lvan peTiod of 
1959, of the Regional Spiritual Assembly of the South 
Pacific Islands, under the sponsorship of the American 
National Assembly. a task assigned to that Assembly 
by our Guardian in his message to the 1953 Annual 
Convention; a marked acceleration in the process of 
enlisting in the ranks of the Faith an ever greater 
number of Indians, the original inhabitants of the Amer
icas, of Eskimos in the far North, and of representa
tjves of the Basque and Gypsy races in those areas 
assigned to the United States Baha!i Community; a 
carefully planned and vigorously prosecuted campaign 
aimed at enlisting in the army of Baha'u'lla.h, large 
numbers of the Negro race - so much loved and ad
mired by Shoghi Effendi, thereby fulfilling one of his 
frequently expressed and most ardent hopes; the in-
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corporation of local and national assemblies, which 
must be accomplished as rapidly as possible in all 
areas of the Western Hemisphere in order to strengthen 
the structure of the Administrative Order, and the 
foundations upon which the edifice of the Universal 
House of Justice will rest; the proclamation of the 
Faith to the masses, so desperately in need' of spiritual 
enlightenment and guidance, so sWlk in the material
ism of a world heedless of its God and oblivious of the 
Divine Message for this Day; and finally, the para
mount task so constantly stressed by the Guardian, so 
dear to his heart, and which constitutes the supreme 
duty of every true believer - the propagation of the 
Faitb, and the conversion of individual receptive souls 
to the Cause of Baha'u'llah. 

Fourth Ph.se of World Crus.de Entered 
We have now entered, as Shoghi Effendi himself 

stated, the fourth phase of the World Crusade-a phase 
which must carry us through to victory, to the ac
complishment of all the goals attainable, goals which 
he so carefully outlined for us with so much wisdom 
and so much love for this mighty Faith on whose 
altar he, like the Bab, Baha'u'llab and 'Abdu'l-Baha 
before him, was uttetly sacrificed. This fourth and 
final phase of the Ten-Year Plan comprises two out
standing tasks: To raise the necessary funds for and 
to build the Mother Temples of Europe and of Aus
tralasia-that of Africa, as he himself said, having to 
all intents and purposes been assured-and to vastly 
increase the number of the avowed supporters of the 
Faith all over the world, in newly opened lands as 
well as in those countries blessed from its earliest 
dawn by the light of Baha'u'llah' s Revelation. 

We Baha'is have witnessed. many miracles in the 
course of the one hundred and fifteen years which 
have elapsed since the inception of this supreme Dis
pensation. As the spread of the Cause of God gathered 
momentum, the ever increasing protection vouchsafed 
it from On High has been unfailing; over and over 
again its enemies have been laid low, their plans com
pletely frustrated, their lives and their hopes snuffed 
out at the very instant when they had anticipated vic
tory-the latest demonstration of this invariable spir
itual law being the death a few days ago of Al,1mad 
Sohrab at a moment when he must have felt his 
machinations held some promise of fruition. Over and 
over again the doors to service, to the accomplish
ment of a set task, to the overcoming of a specific 
obstacle, have, at the last moment, been flung open 
before the faces of the loyal, the persevering I the con
secrated and obedient followers of Baha'u'lIa.h. Every 
major crisis in our Faith, as the Guardian repeatedly 
pointed out to us, has invariably been followed by a 
great outpouring of Divine Mercy, and this in turn has 
led to victory. We have every right to believe that be
cause God has visited us with such a mighty calamity 
this year, He will, in His unfailing Mercy. compensate 
for this suffering, this dire deprivation that has fallen 
upon us, and make the supreme sacrifice of Shoghi 
Effendi's life a leaven which will generate the force 
required to carry us through to victory and enable us 
thereby to gladden the heart of our beloved Guardian 
in the Abha Kingdom-something which we did not 
always do while he was in our midst. 

' ... -, .... ',.,.,. ...... 4 .... 
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Beloved Friends! At the outset of this Most Holy, 
decade-long Crusade, our beloved Guardian raised this 
challenging call addressed directly to the members of 
the Communities of North and South America: 

"It is incumbent upon the members of the American 
Baha'i Community, the chief executors of 'Abdu'l
Baha's Divine Plan, the members of the Canadian 
Baha'i Community acting as their allies, and the mem
bers of the Latin American Baha'i Communities in 
their capacity as associates in the execution of this 
Plan, to brace themselves and initiate, in addition to 
the responsibilities they have assumed and will as-. . ' sume, In other contments of the globe an intercon-
tinental campaign designed to carry a' stage further 
the glorious work already inaugurated throughout the 
Western Hemisphere." 

"Standing on the threshold of a ten-year long, world
embracing spiritual crusade, these Communities are 
now called upon, by virtue of the weighty pronounce
ment recorded in the Most Holy Book, and in direct 
consequence of the revelation of the Tablets of the 
Divine Plan, to play a preponderating role in the 
systematic propagation of the Faith, in the course of 
the coming decade, which will, God willing, culminate 
in the spiritual conquest of the entire planet." 

"Let Everyone Arise Wholeheartedly" 
With this. visi.on before them, let each and every one 

of them arIse, Joyously and wholeheartedly with fresh 
dedication and determination, and respOO::d to these 
soul-stirring words of their Guardian: 

"I direct my impassioned appeal to obey as befits 
His warriors, the Summons of the Lord of Hosts! and 
prepare for that Day of Days when His victorious bat
talions will, to the accompaniment of hozannas from 
the invisible angels in the Abha Kingdom, celebrate 
the hour of final victory." 

Let them remember how often he said the immedi
at~ future was dark, but the distant future infinitely 
bnght. No words could better describe the glory of 
the Order we are called upon to build than his own: 

"How pressing and sacred the responsibility that 
now weighs upon those who are already acquainted 
with these teachings! How glorious the task of those 
who are called upon to vindicate their truth, and dem
onstrate their practicability to an unbelieving world! 
Nothing short of an immovable conviction in their di
vine origin, and their uniqueness in the annals of re
ligion; nothing short of an unwavering purpose to exe
cute and apply them to the administrative machinery 
of the Cause can be sufficient to establish their reality, 
and insure their success. 

"How vast is the Revelation of Baha'u'llab! How 
great the magnitude of His blessings showered upon 
humanity in this day! And yet, how poor, how inade
quate our conception of their significance and glory! 
This generation stands too close to so colossal a Reve
lation to appreciate, in their full measure, the infinite 
possibilities of His Faith, the unprecedented character 
of His Cause, and the mysterious dispensations of His 
Providence," 

Signed: 
RumYYIH A. FURUTAN 

AMELIA COLLINS 

A.Q.FAIZf 
PAUL HANEY 

J ALAL KHAZEH 
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Over 1600 Baha'is Convene at Chicago Intercontinental Conference 

In Spiritually·Charged Atmosphere of Consecrated Unity and Resolve 

Hand of the Cause William 
SeaTS at the grave of the 
Guardian in London, Eng
land, on May 2, 1958, with 
the wreath he placed there 
at the same time the Inter
continental Conference 
open.ed in Chicago, ar
ranged on behalf of the 

American Baha'is. 

ON a Friday morning in 
May 1958 at exactly 

ten o'clock Chicago time, 
over sixteen hundred as
sembled Baha'is paused to 
pay silent tribute to their 
beloved Guardian, Shoghi 
Effendi. In a spirit of con
seer a ted unity, they stood 
with heads bowed in 
prayer while in London 
(three o'clock Lon don 
time) a wreath was placed 
on the Guardian t s grave 
by William Sears, Hand of 
the Cause. 

This was a high mark of 
the first session of the In
tercontinental Conference 
for the Western Hemi
sphere held at Chicago and 
Wilmette, III., May sec
ond, third, and fourth, at
tended by 1660 Baha'ls 
from thirty-one countries. 

In response to the wish 
of the Guardian expressed 
in his last message of Oc· 

tober 1957? representatives of national and regional 
spiritual assemblies of the Western Hemisphere met 
with the Guardian's special representative, Hand of the 
Cause Dr. Ugo Giachery, and with five oeler Hands of 
the Cause. This was the third of a series of five 
Intercontinental Conferences to be held in 1958. 

All who attended the Conference, whether represent
atives or visitors, were aware that this was a gather
ing of great spiritual import, a fitting sequel to the 
historic occasion in Chicago of the first public men
tioning in the western world of the name of Baha'u'llah. 
It followed the Conferences held at Kampala, Uganda, 
in January. and at Sydney, Australia, in March, and 
preceded the Conferences to be held at Frankfurt, 
Germany, .in July, and at Djakarta, Indonesia, in Sep
tember. 

Throughout the Conference, but especially at the 
Thanksgiving Service at the House of Worship on Fri
day afternoon and during the closing session on Sun
day afternoon, an awareness was felt of the great spir
itual forces released into the world by the Bab, 
Who sent forth the Dawn-Breakers; by Baha'u'llah, Who 

called mankind to unity; by 'Abdu'l-Baha, Author of 
the Divine Plan; and by the beloved Guardian, cham
pion of the Administrative Order. The souls of those 
present were filled with awe and their hearts swelled 
with deep longing for consecration and service. 

At nine on Friday morning at Chicago's Eighth Street 
Theater, the first session was opened with devotions 
in English and Spanish. The panel of young readers 
included among others, a pioneer to Korea, a pioneer 
to the Indians, and a Latin American. The first read
ing was a selection from the Hidden Words of Baha
'u'lIah: "0 Son of Being! Love Me, that I may love 
thee . .. "; "0 Son of Being! My love is My strong
hold . . ."; "The sign Of love is fortitude undeT My 
decree ... ",. UMy calamity is My Providence . .. " As 
the timeless phrases were heard in the dusk of the audi
torium with its emerald-green curtain and masses of 
flowers, the city clamor receded. Each of us had 
brought his own love and sorrow to this gathering, but 
our separate individualities seemed to drop from us as 
we shared this experience. 

The Guardian's special representative, Dr. Ugo Gia
chery, made his entrance accompanied by two mem-

View outside the Eighth Street Theater in Chicago. 



bers of the National Spiritual Assembly of the United 
States, Conference hosts, and was warmly greeted on 
the stage by other officers of the National Assembly. 
All rose to honor the revered Hand of the Cause and to 
offer him a loving welcome. 

The Convocation was given b:r H. Borrah Kavelin, 
the Conference chairman. He said that the Conference 
was a great bounty from Shoghi Effendi. After his as
cension a great spirit was released throughout the 
Baha'i world: this spirit was augmented at the first 
two Conferences. and should be invoked here. The five 
purposes of the Conferences as outlined by the Guard
ian were: 1. Offering thanksgiving to Baha 'u'llah for 
the first five years of the Crusade; 2. Reviewing and 
celebrating victories of the first five years; 3. Deliber
ating on how to fulfill the remaining goals; 4. Stimu
lating individual conversion; 5. Assisting in the com
pletion of three Temples. 

"Friends," Mr. Kavelin concluded, "what more fit
ting memorial could be raised than to dedicate this 
Conference to the blessed memory of our beloved 
Guardian?" 

The Primary Mission of the B.h6'! Faith 
Mr. Horace Holley, beloved Hand of the Cause, gave 

the dedication address. ~'There are not many Baha'is," 
Mr. Holley said, "who know the difference between 
the condition of the Faith at the time of 'Abdu'l-Baha's 
ascension and today. Step by step the Guardian guided 
the Baha'i world into World Order and into a pro
founder understanding of the Baha'i Faith. In a letter 
in 1929 the Guardian mentioned '. . . that Divine 
Civilization, the establishment of which is the primary 
mission of the Bahi3!i Faith.' 

"In the past it was thought the sole purpose of re
ligion was to guide people into spiritual understanding 
which would lead to cooperation and peace. Shoghi 
Effendi was to us then a bright light illumining Ibe 
path. He outlined the evolution of the Administrative 
Order in which the spiritual assemblies of today will 

H. Borrah Kavelin, chairman of the U. S. National 
Spiritual Assembly, introdHcing the Guardian's repre
sentative to the Chicago Intercontinental Conference, 

Dr. Ugo Giachery, Hand 0/ the Cause. 

.... - .... ~ ..... -..... 

,JIll,!, 1'158 

become the Houses of Justice. In the same letter, he 
stated, 'Not only will the present-day spiritual assem
blies be styled differently in the future, but they will 
be enabled also to add to their present functions those 
powers, duties, and prerogatives necessitated by the 
recognition of the Faith of Baha'u'llah, not merely as 
one of the recognized religious systems of the world, 
but as the State Religion of an independent and sov
ereign power. And as the Baha'i Faith permeates the 
masses of the peoples of East and West, and its truth 
is embraced by the majority of the peoples of a num
ber of the Sovereign States of the world, will the 
Universal House of Justice attain the plenitude of its 
power. and exercise, as the supreme organ of the 
Baha'i Commonwealth, aU the rights, the duties, and 
responsibilities incumbent upon the world's future sup
er-state.' Again the Baha'is were overwhelmed . . . 
the Baha'i Faith was to become the government of the 
world! 

"In another letter of March 21, 1930, the Guardian 
wrote, 'I consider it my duty to warn every beginner 
in the Faith that the promised glories of the Sov
ereignty which the Baha'i teachings foreshadow, can 
be revealed only in the fulness of time, that Ibe im
plicati()ns of the Aqdas and Ibe Will of 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
as the twin repositories of the constituent elements of 
that Sovereignty. are too far.reaching for this genera
tion to grasp and fully appreciate. I cannot refrain 
from appealing to them who stand identified with the 
Faith to disregard the prevailing notions and the fleet
ing fashions of the day, and to realize as never before 
that the exploded theories and the tottering institu
tions of present-day civilization must needs appear in 
sharp contrast with those God-given institutions which 
are destined to arise upon their ruin. 1 pray that they 
may realize with all their heart and soul the ineffable 
glory of their calling, the overwhelming responsibility 
of their mission, and the astounding immensity of their 
task. 

.. 4For let every earnest upholder of the Cause of 
Baha'u'llah realize that the storms which this strug
gling Faith of God must needs encounter, as the process 
of the disintegration of society advances, shall be 
fiercer than any which it has already experienced.' 

"The Guardian affirmed, tt Mr. Holley continued, 
"that Baha'u'llah provided the essentials for a divine 
economy, one agency for the unification of the world 
and for the establishment of righteousness and justice 
upon the earth. Humanity, the Guardian said, has, 
alas, strayed too far to be redeemed through Ibe ef
forts of rulers and statesment however devoted. " 

Mr. Holley said Ibe small company of Baha'is of 
East and West are crossing a mighty bridge, a bridge 
suspended high over the chaos of the world. One end 
rests on the sacrifice of the twin Manifestations of God, 
the olber end will lead us to Ibe Kingdom of God. 
We can advance only as we construct the bridge in 
the divine pattern. Only as we construct the bridge 
will the peoples of the world follow us. Let us not 
think that any act of our daily lives is in any way 
transient or trivial. 

"The Joy 01 Our He ..... " 
Dr. Ugo Giachery spoke next. "It is impossible for 

me to tell you at this moment of the emotions which 
are raging within my heart, t, he said. With difficulty 
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he continued, "The chairman said I was bringing to 
you the spirit of our beloved Guardian ... who was 
the delight of our eyes, the joy of our hearts, the 
purpose of our lives. Physical separation has been a 
hard thing to bear and you must excuse me. It has 
been five months since his passing. Every flower ... 
every leaf . . . every stone has his perfume . 
every corner reminds you of his grace, his spirit, his 
kindness, his understanding." 

Dr. Giachery said that Shoghi Effendi had thirty
six years of unbearable burdens which shortened his 
dear life. We owe him a debt of gratitude. His spirit 
is everywhere the friends are gathered. Our gratitude 
can be translated into action to prove that we are 
worthy of this sacrifice. "To you who are following in 
the beloved Guardian's footsteps," he said, "I bring 
love and fragrance of the spirit. I bring you the love 
of the Hands in the Holy Land." 

Dr. Giachery then read the seven~page message from 
the Hands of the Cause in the Holy Land directed to 
all those attending the Conference in Chicago. It was 
a solemn and stirring appeal to the friends to arise to 
fulfill every wish of the Guardian [Editor's Note: This 
message is printed in its entirety beginning on page 
1 of this issue.] 

Dr. Giachery summed up: For this Crusade we have 
an immensely potent instrument in the Divine Plan. 
Every act of obedience brings a victory; every vic
tory leads to new spiritual life. The Western Hemi
sphere was singled out by 'Abdu'J-Baha. Attendants at 
this Conference must feel the weight of this respon
sibility. The greatness of this affliction, which has filled 
all hearts with grief and longing, must make us wiser, 
more consecrated than ever before. There can be no 
escape from duty for any believer, least of all for any 
American believer. We must ponder the critical state 
of the home front that we may rescue it from its pre
carious position. HThe individual alone must assess its 
character ... shed attachments ... " We must not 
allow "this one remaining opportunity to be irretriev
ably lost." God will make of this dire deprivation a 
leaven. Let us strive to gladden the heart of the be
loved Guardian in the Abha Kingdom; something we 
did not always do while he was alive. 

While we listened to the Guardian's representative 
and shared his deep sorrow, we turned with new hu
mility and selflessness to the assigned goals. As one 
body we felt the purification, the emptying process of 
grief. We knew again that physical bereavement is 
the testament of immortality. The ardent love revealed 
by this cherished Hand of the Cause had evoked in 
our bewildered and waiting hearts a response from 
which would flow a new will at the springs of our be
ing. 

Many messages of loving support and hopes for the 
.success of the Conference had been received. Some of 
these were now read by the chairman. Dr. Grossmann, 
Hand of the Cause, sent heartfelt, loving wishes and 
hopes for blessings. From the National Spiritual As
sembly of New Zealand, "We pray the Conference will 
be the forerunner of great achievements and victo· 
des"; from the National Assembly of Italy and Swit· 
zerland, "We stand by, pledging our full support." The 
community of Tonga sent loving prayers. other mes
sages were read from the Rome community; from the 
National Spiritual Assemblies of Scandinavia and Fin-
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land, of the Benelux Countries, and of the Iberian Pen
insula. 

"The Word of Goel Forever New" 
Mr. Kavelin introduced Leroy loas, Hand of 

the Cause, as adjutant to the beloved Guardian in the 
Holy Land, who spoke with deep emotion. He said that 
the Word of God, while it might be old, was still 
forever new. The words of the Bab were as if given 
for this Conference. The Bab asked the people of the 
Word to leave their homes and travel far and wide to 
spread the Cause of God. If you do this God will be 
with you, promised Baha'u'Uah. Shoghi Effendi laid 
down the path and the steps we might take to achieve 
these goals. "May we in this Conference," Mr. loas 
said, "enter into the spirit of the Guardian. He was a 
driving, dominating force who knew only sUccess. t, 

Mr. Kavelin next introduced Hand of the Cause 
Mason Remey, who has served the Faith with distinc
tion for more than forty years. Mr. Remey spoke of 
the International Conference at Sydney which he at
tended. There were one hundred and ninety-two dele
gates registered from nineteen countries. 

John Robarts, Hand of the Cause, said, HI bring 
you most loving, most prayerful greetings from five 
thousand Africans on the continent of Africa. They 
would want me to express gratitude and love for your 
assistance. They are praying that this Conference will 
bring forth the great results of the Kampala Confer
ence. We are forging a link of love and appreciation 
between the two continents that will go on forever." 

Sylvia Ioas and Jessie Revell, members of the In
ternational Baha'i Council at the World Center, came 
forward to be greeted by the friends. Miss Revell said 
she brought the love of Ruhiyyih Khanum, of the Hands 
in Haifa, and of the friends there; also the love of 
the friends in London where she visited the grave of 
the Guardian. 

Members of the Auxiliary Boards of the Hands 01 
the Cause then gave words of greeting, as did rep
resentatives Of the participating national and Regioml1 
assemblies and distinguished visitors from various 
lCount ries. 

Thanksgiving to B.h&'u'lI&h 
Friday afternoon the throng of Baha'is was taken by 

bus to Wilmette, where they gathered reverently in the 
auditorium of the House of Worship, the Mother Temple 
of the West, for a service of thanksgiving to Baha
'u'llah. The beautiful tones of the readers' voices and 
the soaring music of the a cappella choir assisted in 
lifting the worshippers to new spiritual heights. 

At the conclusion of the service each Baha'i had the 
inestimable privilege of viewing the sacred portraits 
of the Bab and Baba.'u'llah. Dr. Ugo Giachery, who 
unveiled the portraits, lovingly anointed the hand of 
each Baha'i with the Guardian's own attar of roses, 
a symbol of the spiritual fragrance so abundantly 
present. 

The Fourth Phase of the World Crusade 
Friday evening the Conference session opened in 

Chicago with a prayer chanted in Persian. Mr. Kavelin 
shared further messages of greeting from the Baha'is 
of Pakistan, Stockholm, and iran, from the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Germany and Austria, from the 
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Local Spiritual Assembly of Brussels, and from the 
Regional Spiritual Assemblies of Northwest Asia and 
Southeast Asia. 

"The Fourth Phase of the World Crusade" was the 
subject of the evening, presented by Dr, Ugo Giachery 
and visiting Hands of the Cause. Dr. Giachery first 
thanked the friends for their demonstration of love 
and affection that afternoon. He said. "I would like to 
have embraced each one. I felt a tremendous bond of 
love. I did not know the faces, but I am glad that the 
Faith is growing. I looked at those hands I annointed 
---capable, strong hands, most of them. I felt happy ~ 
they belonged to friends who will be doing things, who 
will arise to the occasion, who will make a new page 
of history for the Baha'is of America." 

The key to the work of the next five years, Dr. 
Giachery stated, is the vital process of individual con-
versions. Next most important: building the three 
Temples, at Kampala, Frankfurt, and Sydney. He con
tinued, "It gives me great joy to see how many intelli
gent Negro friends are in OUr community-this is most 
encouraging. I have been told that since the message 
to the Kampala Conference, there have been more and 
more enrollments in Africa. The same momentum 
musttake place here among the Negro race. 

"You are blessed in a thousand ways," he added, 
"with your great abundance of mechanical civilization. 
If you just give up these things, which after all do not 
amount to much, you will be able to increase the flow 
of pioneers. . . . Let us achieve what would have 
brought Shoghi Effendi the greatest joy and hap
piness." 

Mr. Kavelin then reviewed in detail the accomplish
ments to date toward completion of the twenty-seven 
goals of the Crusade. Nine of the goals have been com
pleted, thirteen partly completed, and five are not yet 
achieved. "Great miracles have been attained thus 
far," Mr. Kavelin said. "but much remains to be done. 
We hope that many will see fit to arise in the Crusade 
and offer their services." 
. There were at least three occasions during the Con
ference for an expression of the great eagerness and 
enthUSiasm which animated the Baha'is who were 
hoping to enter the pioneering field. At this point in 
the program many volunteers came forward to tell 
what prompted them to offer their services as pion
eers. Many had been planning to pioneer for months 
or years. Many also were new Baha'is or were young 
people to whom "instant and exact obedience" sud
denly meant pioneering now. 

Mr. loas, in reference to the enthusiastic response 
for pioneers, said that he had asked the Guardian at 
the beginning of the Crusade why he wan ted the 
Baha'is to disperse, and that the Guardian had replied 
that the time was fast approaching to spread the 
Cause of God all over the earth. We need to build the 
lighthouses of the Faith through which the Holy Spirit 
descends. If there is one area where a pioneer does not 
go, he is depriving that area of the regenerative power 
of the Holy Spirit of Baha'u'llah." 

Mr. Robarts gave eloquent testimony to the spirit 
present. "The only thing that really matters," he said, 
"is serving the Cause in the way Shoghi Effendi really 
wanted. Pioneers feel so sorry for these poor Ameri
can Baha'is still at home, for God does assist us in 
every step we take. Some of Us may have remorse 
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Hands of the Cause Charles Mason Rerney, John 
Robarts, Horace Holley, Dr. Ugo Giachery, and Leroy 

Ioas on the stage 01 the Eighth Street TheateT. 

that we didn't serve the Guardian more when he was 
alive. Now we are on our own, and we are moving 
forward." 

Mr. Kavelin told of an African at Kampala who re
marked that formerly we had to contact the Guardian 
through personal correspondence which few could do. 
Now he is everywhere, and We can reach out to him. 

Mr. Holley declared a pioneer is not merely a per
son who goes from an old place to a new place, but a 
person who goes from an old self to a new self. Spir
itual progress is made by obeying a Manifestation. 
When he sets up a goal we can only attain progress 
by reaching that goal. 

And so this wonderful day closed with a Prayer by 
'Abdu'l-Bahii., read by Dr. Ugo Giachery, which con
tained these words, ~iO my God! 0 my God! Verily 
these servants are turning to thee, supplicating Thy 
Kingdom of mercy . ... 0 Lord! .make them radiant 
lamps, merciful signs, fruitful trees and shining stars. 
May they come forth in Thy service a.nd be connected 
wit'h Thee by the bonds and ties Of Thy I""e, longing 
lor the lights 01 Thy lavor . ... " 

The Second Day of the Conference 
Five languages, English, Spanish, Oneida, Mohawk, 

and an Eskimo dialect were used in the devotions 
which opened the second day of the Conference. 

Mr. Kavelin asked all present who pioneered during 
the first five years of the crusade to come to the stage 
to be greeted. As more and more came forward, the 
official photographers became frantic. One photogra
pher despaired, "We cannot take them individually; 
we wouldn't have any bulbs or film leftt" Another 
whispered, "I suggest the audience take the stage and 
let the pioneers take the auditorium." In all, seventy
five came forward. The chairman then referred to the 
great service that many here had given in pioneering 
on the Homefront. and asked them to COme to be 
greeted. There were eighty-three in this group. 

So much zest and enthusiasm was evoked in the 
audience that Dr. Giachery smilingly said, "I do not 
like to stop your talking - talking is indeed the best 
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part of these meetings. n Once again he urged the 
friends to forget all attachments: "No position, no 
home or family ties can give you the joy of leaving 
your homeland to pioneer," he said. "I know; I speak 
from experience." 

Persian Visitors. Addressed in Their Native Tongue 
Mrs. Mildred Mottahedeh next gave an address di

rected especially to the large group of Persian friends 
present who contributed in large measure to the 
warmth and success of the Conference. It was trans
lated into Persian by Mosratollah Rassekh. She said 
in part; "We American Baha'is owe an everlasting 
debt of gratitude to Bah;i.is of the land of Til. Our love 
is So deep that I doubt that in a lifetime we couId ex
press it. It was the blood of the Persian friends that 
watered the seeds of our Faith, their steadfastness that 
brought us to this glorious moment. I cannot resist this 
opportunity to tell you of an experience twenty years 
ago in Persia. An old man showed me his wrists. 
'I was in Siyah CMl with BahO.'u'liah-and to think I 
should live to see the day when a Bahai comes out 
of the West.' 

"Persian friends, we tried in many ways to show you 
how much we loved you in your trials. Our hearts 
throbbed with sorrow for you. At that time we prayed 
for you. We poured forth our energy in a tremendous 
appeal that cost the American Community $60,000. Best 
of all, we demonstrated by our telegrams how much all 
the Baha'i world loved the Baha'is. The Guardian 
warned us that this victory was not won for all time, 
that trials would come again and again, leading 
to a greater triumph. The Persians and the friends 
in the West are different in temperament. Though 
our aim is common, our temperaments are widely 
diverse. This difference was so apparent at the 
funeral of the Guardian. All our hearts were throb
bing with grief, but we showed it in different. ways. 
Persians have, I'm sure, the largest tears m the 
world. Persians believe, and rightly so, that nothing is 

Hand of the Cause Dr. Ugo Giachery with the copy 
Of the Guardian's map illustrating the goals Of the 

Ten-Year Crusade. 
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too difficult, nothing is impossible. They go about stub
bornly doing the things that the West would say cannot 
be done, and very often they succeed. The Americans 
have an important part in the combination of emotion 
and practicality. When they combine, you have unique 
Bahai groups. The Guardian said to some of the pil
grims, if ten per cent of the Persians left to pioneer, 
all our goals would he settled. Now is the time to 
demonstrate in action your great love to Shoghi Effendi. 
We in the Western world need you in many t many 
places. Turn those tears into action. Come to us, We 
need many pioneers here and in South America. Please 
come. You are very, very welcome," 

Progre5S, Plans, and Needs of the World Crusade 
The beautifully printed Conference programs listed 

Progress, Plans, and Needs of the World Crusade in 
six parts. The first two included the central area of the 
Western Hemisphere: Central America, Panama, and 
Mexico, and the Greater Antilles. South America com
prised the second two parts, and Canada and the United 
States the last. 

James Facey, representing Central America, Mexico, 
and Panama; Randolph Fitz.Henley for the Greater 
Antilles; Mrs. Dorothy Campbell for Brazil, Peru, 
Colombia, Ecuador, and Venezuela; Roberto Cazcarra 
for Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Uruguay, and Paraguay; 
and Esteban Canales of Central America all spoke 
with great feeling of the great need for an ever· in· 
creasing flow of pioneers to insure attainment of the 
remaining goals of the Ten-Year Crusade. 

The Guardian's Map of Crusade Accomplishments 
Before the Alaska report was given, Dr. Ugo 

Giachery displayed and described the Guardian's map 
of Crusade accomplishments. This was an identical 
copy, 3nd the only one made, of the map. Shoghi 
Effendi drew with his own hands. The GuardIan was 
so keenly anxious to have it ready for the Conference 
that he took it with him to London and was adding 
to it up to the last day of his life. 

It is an exquisite piece of work that exemplifies the 
artistic mood in which it was planned and executed. 
Eighteen different colors were used. Lines radiate 
from the continents in fan· like patterns. The World 
Center accomplishments are depicted in gold. Of the 
cOlmtries, Uganda was first with ten victories, Alaska 
second with nine. Dr. Giachery said that Alaska was 
one of the Guardian's pet new National Assemblies. 
On the map the radiating lines look like the coronet 
of a queen. 

"I remember one night at table," Dr. Giachery 
said, "when the Guardian came in, his eyes sparkling 
with joy. He tried to make us guess what news he 
was bringing, then he unrolled a map and showed the 
Faith in the far North, on Franklin Island." 

Robert Maul of Alaska spoke next. "That there is a 
National Assembly in Alaska is a miracle," he said. 
"Fifteen years ago the first Assembly was formed in 
Anchorage, In 1953 Alaska was a consolidation goaL 
We thought we had ten years, but the Guardian had 
other plans. When we learned that we were to have a 
National Assembly by Ri<;lvim 1957, our collective gasp 
must have been heard round the world. 

"To give you an example of the Guardian's inspiring 
leadership: when we heard that the Fund for the 
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1:Ia:?fratu'I·Quds had been spontaneously started with 
a contribution of thirty-five dollars, he cabled five 
hundred pounds for it. The impact of the institution 
of the Hands of the Cause, and of the teaching work 
of Florence Mayberry as Auxiliary Board member, 
was electrifying." 

Mrs. Peggy Ross told of the progress, plans, and 
needs of the immense territory entrusted to the in
domitable Canadian Community. Not only are there 
thousands of miles to be traversed, but there are 
varied ethnic and language groups under the Canadian 
jurisdiction. In the past five years, because it was 
necessary to concentrate on good foundations, the 
teaching work seemed to go backwards instead of for
wards, but now the results are seen in a steady in
Crease of believers and Assemblies which promises 
success for the Crusade goals. 

"Other goal territories are equally demanding and 
varied." Mrs. Ross explained. "They include Samoa, 
the Marquesas, Iceland? Greenland, Labrador, Keewa
tin, Franklin, Yukon, and a number of smaller islands. 
There is a great need for suitable pioneers." 

Cable 10 Hands in Holy Land 
A cablegram from the Conference replying to the 

message from the Hands in the Holy Land, framed by 
Katherine McLaughlin, Roland Estall and Jenabe Cald
well was read: 

THIRD INTERCONTINENTAL CONFERENCE 
CALLED BY BELOVED GUARDIAN KEENLY 
AWARE HIS EVER PRESENT GUIDANCE SEND 
LOVING APPRECIATION MESSAGE REVERED 
CUSTODIANS PULSATING HEART WORLD CEN
TER. HUMBLY GRATEFUL INSPIRED LEADER
SHIP GUARDIAN'S REPRESENTATIVE HAND 
CAUSE UGO GIACHERY WHOSE INTIMATE LOV
ING SERVICE CONFERENCE TOUCHES ALL 
HEARTS. BLESSED PRESENCE SIX HANDS MEM
BERS INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL SIXTEEN HUN
DRED FIFTY TWO REPRESENTING TWENTY NINE 

Intercontinental teaching committees presenting ap
peals for pioneers. 
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COUNTRIES INCLUDING AT LEAST THIRTEEN 
BOARD MEMBERS ALSO MEMBERS AT LEAST 
ELEVEN NATIONAL ASSEMBLIES. PROGRAM 
THANKSGIVING VIEWING PORTRAITS HOLY MAN. 
IFESTATIONS ANNOINTMENT BY HAND RAISED 
ASSEMBLAGE HEAVENLY HEIGHTS. GREATER 
UNITY MATURITY RELEASING POWER EVIDENT 
IN RESPONSE TO RESPONSIBILITIES AND CALL 
FOR PIONEERS ESPECIALLY YOUTH GIVING 
PROMISE ULTIMATE COMPLETE VICTORY ALL 
GOALS BELOVED GUARDIAN'S CRUSADE. LOVING
LY PLEDGE LOYALTY INSTITUTION HANDS AU
THORITY PROVED OF GOD AND FAITHFULNESS 
STEWARDSHIP PROVED BY THEIR ACTS. SUPPLI
CATE PRAYERS HOLY SHRINES. 

H. Borrah Kavelin reviewed the progress of the Cru· 
sade goals of the United States. He recalled the Con
ference of 1953 when RUhiyyth Khanum brought Shoghi 
Effendi's message giving the United States twenty-four 
goals. "Who would have believed," Mr. Kavelin said, 
"that so much could have been accomplished in the 
last five years. Ninety-four Knights of Baha'u'llah have 
lelt our shores. As of January first of this year there 
were 314 believers from the United States in the pio
neering field. In the past five years, Our National Bud
gets have totalled two and a half million dollars." 

Intercontinental Teaching 
Intercontinental Teaching under the auspices of the 

United States was reported by Charlotte Linfoot, ASia; 
Rex Parmalee and Elsie Austin, Africa; Edna True, 
Europe; William de Forge and Katherine McLaughlin, 
Western Hemisphere. 

Miss Linfoot stated that the few Wlopened goals in 
Asia were a result of peculiar conditions, chiefly po
litical. The ultimate success, here, according to the 
Guardian, may be greater than in Africa. In addition 
to permanent settlers, there is a need for those who 
can go for several months. In these countries of slower 
tempo we need a great deal of persistance of effort. 
and a great deal of patience. "The only people who 
are in a hurry," Miss Linioot said, ~'are the Baha'is!' 

Edna True reported that the mission of the European 
Teaching Committee will not be accomplished until 
there is a strong national assembly in each area. Miss 
True said that there was not one moment when some
one was not trying to fill the post in the one remain
ing opened virgin territory. 

Rex Parmalee spoke of the outstanding success in 
Africa, which has made us complacent. Last year 
there was a net loss of pioneers. Elsie Austin said that 
there were only two local spiritual assemblies in North
west Africa in 1953; now there are forty-three, and 
many groups. "This area still needs many pioneers~ 
It is a great area for teaching. Hearts are ready. We 
should be proud of our part in their spiritual ferment 
and growth. Here you are working with pioneers of 
five great countries; the United States, Britain, Persia~ 
Egypt, and India. One sees the deep reverence of the 
Oriental pioneers, the activity and fervor of the West
ern believers; the depth of the Indians; and the order 
of the English. This is a gre at lea rning experience. 
There is still a great challenge in Africa. In four ter
ritories not yet opened, we have been utterly frustrated. 

William de Forge said, "The flood of pioneers from 
the Conference is growing every minute. A total 01 154 
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pioneers is required now. Now is the time." 
Katherine McLaughlin gave a moving account of a 

visit she had recently made to the Indian Baha'i Com
munity .in Bolivia. She said, "The contrast between the 
rich and the poor in this country is very marked· but 
from a spiritual, not a material point of view, wh'o ar~ 
poorer than those who have not heard the Message of 
Baha'u'llah?" 

The friends were saddened by the word received 
during the conference of the passing of saintly Mrs. 
Clara Sharp in 1'ihran, But there were happy and hu
morous notes also. Everyone stood to sing "Happy 
Birthday" for Mason Remey I who was about to cele
brate his eighty-fifth birthday. Strolling in the sun
shine to the nearby park for the Conference photograph 
was a pleasant interlude. 

Sunday morning we gathered at the Eighth Street 
Theater for the last day of the Conference. The deeply 
moving devotional re adings set the tone for the final 
sessions. They ended with a prayer chanted in Persian. 
This prayer of Shoghi Effendi, chanted by a voice of 
extraordinary sweetness and power, seemed to express 
the essence of spiritual fragrance. One experienced a 
heightening of the senses so that fragrance and sound 
seemed to blend into one quality. 

Volunteers for Pioneering 
The chairman explained that the program had been 

rearranged so that volunteers for pioneering could 
come forward in the morning session. This roll call 
of volunteers was an impressive and moving spectacle 
which no one present will forget. At least eighty-five 
dedicated souls stepped forward. There were many 
touching statements, but a single example may be 
cited. One genUeman said that he had been a minister 
for fifty-two yearSj had now been two months in the 
Cause, and had never seen such harmony and peace 
among men as at this Gonierence. "I'm just floating 
on air," he said. "Whenever my wings drop, I'm going 
south in His Name. Baha'u'llah has sent me out to talk 
to the ministers. I have a great message for them. 
Pray for me!" 

Mrs. Nancy Phillips, secretary of the American In
dian Service Committee, urged US with great serious
ness to consider the importance of teaching the ab
origines of the Western Hemisphere. This is the only 
remaining task of the Seven-Year Plan, she told us. 
When speaking to the friends in 1953, Dorothy Baker 
said that during her pilgrimage Shoghi Effendi had 
spoken again and again of the Indians. "Now, halfway 
in the Crusade," Mrs. Phillips said, "we have made a 
beginning. There is a marked acceleration in enroll
ment in the ranks of the Faith, We must remember 
that the Indian Service Committee will guide us in 
the practical considerations of where is great need 
for teaching and where may be suitable jobs. Find for 
yourself some of the heartlands of our country," she 
exhorted, "and know that in fulfillment of the promise 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha, there will be a brighter future when 
the Indians shall have embraced the faith of 
Baha'u'llah. " 

Mason Remey spoke of the great success of the 
Conference and of his joy at being present. Leroy loas 
declared that it was with no little emotion that he 
arose to speak. "These holy souls who have arisen to 
carry the banner of Baha'u'llah to so many areas, 
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Volunteers JOT pioneering overflowing the stage Of 
the theateT. 

bring close memories of the Guardian's happiness and 
enthusiasm when he received news of the success of 
the pioneers," he said. 

Mr. loas remarked that he was particularly im
pressed that so many Negro friends had arisen to serve 
in the South. He said the Guardian referred to the 
Negro, as 'Abdu'l-Baha had done before him as the 
apple of his eye. Mr. loas also spoke of the Gu'ardian's 
deep love for and close association with, the pioneers. 
The Guardian was depressed and grieved when he 
learned of some difficulty that had befallen a pioneer. 
~'~ am telling you this," Mr. loas added, "so that you 
will know that the Guardian's heart is with you every 
moment, every second, and that he is coming to your 
aid and assistance." 

Horace Holley said that as long ago as 1946 the 
Guardian j in a letter to America, wrote that the 
Baha'i Community would have to be a reservoir to 
provide pioneers for the- First and Second Seven Year 
Plans. "He has repeated this promise and warning 
with increasing emphasis ever since," Mr. Holley 
said. "Our capacity to send out pioneers depends on 
our confirming new believers. We cannot all go~ but 
we can all contribute. We must arise above COnfusing 
harassing, personal disagreements which veil us fro~ 
the Cause of Baha'u'llah, so that the reservoir will be 
supplied with hundreds and hundreds of additional 
pioneers throughout the remaining years of the 
Crusade." 

John Robarts reminded us that the beloved Guardian 
had urged that we on the homefront disperse, not only 
abroad, but to smaller places on the homefront. In 
cities we are immersed in a sea of materialism. 

Dr. Giachery said, "I cannot express my gratitude 
to Shoghi Effendi for singling me out to come here. I 
have a confession to make. When I received the mes
sage to come here, I was bewildered, I felt unworthy 
of such an assignment, and I sent a cable to the 
Guardian. He answered, "You deserve the honor." I 
am happy although my heart is very heavy. I have an 
invisible bond, an unbreakable thread which has tied 
me to each of you. Your tenderness, love, loyalty-I 



don't accept it personally. It is for Shoghi Effendi. I 
take all this love as a tribute to his memory." 

"Ou, Baha'i Wo,ld Cente," 
One of the features of the Sunday morning program 

was an address on uOur Baha'i World Center It by Dr. 
Ugo Giachery. A resume follows: 

The great institutions of the Faith in the twin cities 
of Haifa and 'Akka represent our spiritual develop
ment. A few years ago Shoghi Effendi sent Dr. 
Giachery a photograph of Mount Carmel in 1900. It 
was then a dry, rocky mountain with little vegetation 
and no buildings except a Carmelite monastery on the 
northwest slope. There has since been a tremendous 
transformation. 

Carmel means Vineyard of God. The Old Testament 
speaks of it. The ancient prophets of Israel trod there. 
It is the site of Elijah's cave. It is said that Jesus 
and Muhammad went to Mount Carmel. Baha'u'llah's 
Tablet ~f Carmel is in Gleanings, pp. 14-16, This is 
one of the fundamental documents on which the trans
formation of the entire mountain is based. Dr. 
Giachery urged us when we get home to read this 
Tablet again, to memorize it if we can, to help us 
understand the Institutions of the Faith and the Ad
ministrative Order. In it, Baha'u'll.ih promises, "Ere 
long will God sail His ark on thee." 

Of aU the living religions, only the Baha'i Faith 
has its spiritual and administrative centers in one lo
cality. For ChristianitYJ Jerusalem is the spiritual cen-
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ter, and the administration IS elsewhere. Mecca and 
Medina are the spiritual centers of Ishim, but since 
the fall of the Caliphate, there has been no adminis
trative center. 

This land of Mount Carmel and Bahji is permeated 
with tremendous spiritual power. Shoghi Effendi often 
spoke of the great potency and force of the spiritual 
center. Baha'u'llah used to pitch His tent on MOWlt 
Carmel. He pointed out to 'Abdu'l-Baha the location, 
marked by a clump of cypress trees, half-way up the 
slope of the mountain, where the Bab's remains should 
be put. The original building was simple, of local 
stone, constructed under 'Abdu'l-Baha's direction, with 
great difficulty and suffering. The real transformation 
came under Shoghi Effendi's leadership. His vision 
went beyond physical, human limitations. He often 
had a faraway look as though he was seeing SOme
thing not visible to our eyes, that he alone could see. 
He was planning in terms of centuries, not just a few 
years, in these basic buildings. It was the Guardian's 
plan to create a solid Center that will withstand all 
the storms and conflicts of the world, He added a 
vision of milleniums ahead, and erected and em
bellished the Institutions. 

In his Messages in 19"49, the Guardian embarked on 
the construction of the Administrative World Center. 
The Archives building is visible from land and sea. 
It is valued at $250,000; but is worth much more in 
labor and effort. If we could express in money the 
anguish, effort, and labor, the figure would be astron-
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ornica!. The Guardian knew exactly what had to be 
done, and did it in the quickest, most efficient, though 
sometimes unorthodox manner. The gardens are beau
tiful, kept with loving care. They are the best in the 
Middle East. There one is overcome with a sense of 
peace, detachment, tranquillity to be found no where 
else in the world. This is the impression not only of 
Baha'is but also of the visitors who come from all 
over the world. There is nothing else but peace and 
repose, When the Shrine is lit by floodlights at night, 
it is a dream vision from all parts of the city. The 
mayor has requested that the lights be turned on dur
ing all of the present centennial celebration. 

The Most Sacred Spot 
The most sacred spot in the Faith is the Tomb of 

Baha'u'llah, about four miles from the historic city of 
'Akkit. The ancient city goes back to the time of the 
Phoenicians. In the tenth and eleventh centuries it 
was a fortress of the Crusaders. Until 1936 the mansion 
of Bahji was in the hands of the covenant-breakers, 
and was kept in a terrible condition. Shoghi Effendi 
had it repaired. Now, through his love and foresight, 
there is no more beautiful building in Israel. It was 
possible to obtain surrounding land through a descend
ant of a brother of Bahit1u'llilh. Sandy plots were 
transformed into gardens. It .is Dr. Giachery's opinion 
that at Bahji one experiences a different emotion 
from that felt in the gardens of the Bab's Shrine. One 
feels something overpowering, something that makes 
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you feel small, infinitesimal, as though you are noth
ing but a little pebble in the path. You feel the 
magnitude and intensity of Baha'u'llah's power. A new 
terrace has been recently completed at the gardens. 
From it one can see the entire area. On clear days 
one can see the dome of the Shrine of the Bab glittering 
in the distance. There is an invisible but indestructible 
bridge connecting these two spiritual centers of the 
Faith. 

The Final Conference Session 
Sunday afternoon the session was opened with a 

prayer read in Spanish by Roberto Cazcarra. Mes
sages received from the revered Hands of the Cause. 
Adelbert Muhlschlegel and Paul Haney were read. 

Horace Holley and H. Borrah Kavelin gave the last 
addresses of the program on the topic, "Houses of 
Worship in the World Crusade." Mr. Holley stated 
that 'Abdu'l-Bahil, in a talk given in 1912, had de
scribed the House of Worship as a collective center, 
a cause of accord in human hearts, and a symbol or 
the divine uniting force. The Ma.w.riqu'I-AQbkar with 
its dependencies, represents the wholeness of life: 
spirit and science, faith and worship, and the fulfill
ment of humanitarianism through service to mankind. 
Moreover, in the recognition of progressive revelation 
in its services of worship, it acts not merely as the 
mouthpiece of the latest Revealer, but also of the 
previous Ones. Because it represents the wholeness of 
life and the one eternal religion of God, it is an in-
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stitution of immeasurable spiritual influence. The 
Ma@.riqu'l-Arlhkfu is the sole place where this great 
miracle is being maintained. Eventually there will be 
a Temple not only On all continents, but in all cities. 
The people will realize that this is the one power that 
will save mankind from its ills and enable it to es
tablish the new World Order of Baha'u'llah. 

Mr. Kavelin stated that the House of Worship is a 
source of deep satisfaction to all of us and a spiritual 
beacon to all the world. He told of his visit to the 
Temple site at Kampala on the occasion of its dedica
tion. Nearly 900 people rode out on a blazing hot 
summer day to an elevation overlooking the city. There 
they witnessed .the laying of the corner-stone by 
'Amatu'l-Bahi>. RUhiyyih Khanum and Musa Banani; 
Hand of the Cause. The Africans are proud of their 
achievement. Their House of Worship is to be com
pleted by Ri<;lvim 1959. It will be the tallest structure 
in all Uganda, symbolic of the high station of our 
Faith on that continent. 

Closing Messages From the Hands 0/ the Cause 
The five revered Hands of the Cause gave the closing 

messages. Mason Remey said that it had been a 
blessed privilege to absorb, one from another, the boun
tiful outpourings of spirit. John Robarts told of an 
episode that Amatu'l-Baha RUhiyyih Khimum had re
lated: When she first married Shoghi Effendi and came 
to live in that holy spot, she thought, being under the 
shadow of that blessed Tree, that the destiny of her soul 
would be safe and secure. But Shoghi Effendi told her 
that the destiny of her soul Jay in the palm of her 
own hand. The destiny of every soult he said, must de
pend on the service and devotion of each to the Cause. 
Even the station of a Hand of the Cause is no guarantee 
of that soul t s future. 

The climax of the whole Conference for many an 
individual present was the final words of Horace Holley. 
His penetrating, thoughtful mind had contributed in the 
past week so many speeches that were like polished 
gems, that the brevity and impact of this one was 
totally unexpected. In the emotion-charged atmosphere 
of the last few moments of the Conference, Mr. Holley 
rose and with what seemed to be all the intensity of his 
soul, cried out, "Ya-Bahd'u'l.-Abhdl H thr.ee times with 
great force and rising inflection. One could only recall 
'Abdu'l-Bahit's words in the Tablets of the Divine Plan, 
HOh, how I long that it could be made possible for me 
to travel through these parts, even if necessary on 
foot, and with the utmost poverty, and while passing 
through the cities, villages t mountains, deserts, and 
oceans, cry at the top of my voice, 'Ya-Baha'u'l-Abha~' 
and promote the divine teachings. But now this is not 
feasible for me; therefore I live in great regret; per
chance, God willing, ye may become assisted therein." 

Leroy 10as said those who have had the great bounty 
of serving the Cause in Haifa always think how happy 
Shoghi Effendi would have been to witness a gathering 
such as this. How he would have thrilled to the achieve
ment of goals of the great Crusade which he conceived, 
to spread the Cause of God. After such conferences, he 
would always say, "Now we must see what the friends 
will do." It is up to us to prove what we say. There is a 
new spirit sweeping over the Bahai world. The Guard
ian said that the Fourth Phase of the World Crusade 
must be the most glorious, most spectacularJ and dra~ 
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Hand. of the Cause Dr. Ugo Giachery, John Robart., 
Charles Mason Remey~ and Leroy lOBs in Grant PaTk 

for the Conference photograph. 
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matic of all. The believers must arise with power and 
vigor and seize these goals which have been set for 
them by the Hand of God. 

Dr. Giachery's Description 0/ the Guardian 
Ugo Giachery gave the last touching message of the 

Conference. He said in part: 
"To start something is very easy; to end it is most 

difficult. It must end well. 
"1 have been under a terrific emotional strain for 

many months. You have received your share of 
spurring and urging in these three days; I am not going 
to add any more. If I were writing a report to Shoghi 
Effendi I would say: To His Eminence: The Conference 
is ended. It was a beautiful Conference; great results 
have been achieved; nearly one hundred persons have 
offered to pioneer; funds have been donated. But I 
cannot write this letter. 

"I am leaving with you in your hearts the experiences 
of these three days, and the sacrifice, purity and devo
tion left in our hearts by Shoghi Effendi himself. It is 
today, just today, the fourth of May, that six months 
ago Shoghi Effendi disappeared from our midst. When 
I finished my remarks the other day a few dear friends 
said, 'I wish you could have spoken of Shoghi Effendi.' 
I couldn't. What was Shoghi Effendi like? No descrip
tion could tell you what Shoghi Elfendi was. He had a 
happy nature, loving, tender. He was a true brother, as 
he always signed his letters. He is a unique figure in the 
history of mankind. There can never be another like 
him. He was the Sign of God among men. From the 
moment he made the great renunciation in 1921 when 
he discovered he had been appointed Guardian, his life 
was that of utmost devotion and service to the Faith. 
He had no repose of holiday. Work, work, work to the 
service of us, the friends throughout the world ... as he 
was forging with his own hands, delicate yet powerful, 
the instruments of the World Order of Baha'u'llah. 
There are no pictures of him around jn Jater years. 
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Combine the pictures of the Bab and Baha'u'llah. He 
had the strength and delicacy of both. He was ready to 
frown and ready to smile. He had a humorous manner 
of address often. Still there was the tenderness that 
could not be found anywhere else. He had a tremendous 
capacity for work. His day started very early, some
times before sunrise and he worked. uninterruptedly, 
sometimes past midnight, always in the service of the 
friends, of humanity. His translations win never be 
equalled by any scholar, His vision did not belong to a 
human being. it was beyond the most perfect telescope 
that could be invented. That's why he warned us con~ 
stantly. He saw -into the future. That's why he was 
urging us all the time, pointing the way to physical 
and spiritual salvation. He chided the American friends 
sometimes; he was aware, although he had never been 
here, of the danger of material progress as the two 
things, comfort and spirituaJity, do not go together. 

HI am telling you these things not to urge you, but to 
explain. We thought years ago that Shoghi Effendi was 
a superhuman person sitting on silver clouds pulling 
strings. Shoghi Effendi was a dynamic worker, tire
less: no rest for him, He had the vi.sion of a seer. He 

traced the path for every believer and for those out
side j so that we could follow the right course. We can 
honor his memory only by doing with our last breath 
what we have not done, what we feel we cannot do, 
Physically he looked frail, beside Mason, Leroy and 
me; but he was a giant, a great giant. He showed it in 
the strength of his domain from the North to the South 
Pole, from Greenwic.h to Greenland. He was a great 
leader, a general. HIS plans showed meticulosity ac. 
curacy, orderliness. How much he must have suffered 
with the disorderly minds in the world around him! 

",It was a privilege to be Shoghi Effendi's represen
tatIve for a few days, a great responsibility. These are 
the last few moments to be Shoghi Effendi's represen. 
tative, and then I will be my old self again. Never 
again. But Shoghi Effendi will be a bond between me 
and you." 

As we left the auditorium, the glow of the Conference 
remained with us. "Indescribable!" "Wonderful." ~~I 
am a different self-I may look the same, but I am a 
different person inside. One person summed up the 
feelings of all: "We were transported." 

-.JOYCE LYON DAHL 

Message From the Hands of the Holy Land 
to the First All-France Convention 

ON THE historic occasion of the convening of the 
first all-France Baha'i Convention and the election 

of the National Spiritual Assembly of this famous land, 
long one of the chief pillars of European civilization 
and a fountain-head of freedom and liberalism, our 
minds naturally tum to Our beloved Guardian, whose 
ceaseless encouragement, tireless efforts, and unfail· 
ing determination made possible this event of such 
great spiritual significance. In spite of the fact that 
France had the unique and enviable position of being 
the first nation On the European continent to receive 
the warming and illuminating rays of the sun of 
Baha'u'llab's Revelation, the friends gathered here, 
more particularly those of French extraction, are well 
aware of how difficult it has been to bring the work 
of our glorious Faith to this point of consummation. 

Since the light of this New Revelation was first 
brought to France almost sixty years ago, this country 
has been blessed by many and varied events of pro.
found spiritual significance. We may well, at this mo· 
ment of victory, recall some of these which are of 
outstanding historic interest. 

From France the very first party of Western pil
grims proceeded to the Turkish penal colony of 'Akkil 
to visit 'Abdu'l-Bahil. In 1899, upon the return of that 
handful of souls, now afire with the Glad Tidings of 
this New Revelation, May Bolles, with the approval 
and under the loving guidance of the Master Himself, 
began to teach the Faith in Paris. Before long a 
flourishing, enkindled and wholly dedicated group of 
souls was gathered. there, including believers of such 
distinction as Hippolyte Dreyfus, the first native 
French believer, Thomas Breakwell, the first British 
believer, the Hand of the Cause Charles Mason 
Remey, and many others. 'Abdu'l-Baha Himself sent 
the greatest Baha'i teacher of the East, Mirza Abu'l-

Fadl, to deepen the Faith of that early group. In those 
early years, Laura Barney, who later became the wife 
of Hippol~te Dreyfus, journeyed to 'Akkft and, during 
a long SOjourn In the Holy Land, compiled that book 
of inestimable value Some Answered Questions. 

'Abdu'I.Bah.i's Visits to Paris 
In 1911 and 1912, Paris was blessed by the presence 

of the beloved Master Himself, who remained there 
for considerable periods of time. Many Orientalists, 
scholars j and men famous for their erudition through. 
out Europe sought His presence. It was there that He 
gave His famous Paris talks, lamenting the depths to 
which Europe had sunk in her pursuit of materialistic 
ideologies, and exhorting the people to awaken spir
itually, in words which were the very breath of the 
Holy Spirit. 

It was during one of his visits that the Master ut
tered these prophetic words: "Try to propagate the 
Teachings of God ... Now in Europe, it is the begin
ning of a new day. It is dawn. Ere long the Divine 
Light shall penetrate everywhere." On another occa
sion He said: "Though you find Paris dormant now, 
eventually it will become revivified, because I have 
spent many a sleepless night here, during which I 
supplicated the Almighty to shower His confirmations 
upon the people. I had no rest, no sleep-I was con
stantly supplicating." 

It was not until after World War II, with the inaug
uration of the Second Seven·Year plan given by the 
beloved Guardian to the American Baha'i Community, 
one phase of which was aimed at the spiritual con
quest of ten European "Goal" countries, that the work 
in France itself began to fulfill the prophecies of the 
Master. Though naturally herself not one of these goal 



16 

countriest the vitalizing effects of the systematic 
prosecution of 'Abdu'l-Baha's Divine Plan were felt 
throughout the length and breadth of France; the 
faithful and persistent groups of believers already es
tablished in such cities as Marseilles and Lyon, as 
well as the Paris community, began to be stimulated, 
not only by the general atmosphere of intense activity 
which was pervading adjacent countries, but also 
through direct help from traveling Baha'i teachers 
and pioneers, and from the European Teach:ng Com
mittee of the National Assembly of the United States. 

The number of French Baha'is-the firm bedrock 
on which all activity in that country must ultimately 
rest-was increasing; the loyalty and devotion of these 
native friends greatly encouraged and pleased the 
Guardian, who saw in them the promise of the future 
and realized that the day when France would be able 
to have her own National Spiritual Assembly was fast 
approaching. From that time ant he fixed his attention 
on France, showered his encouragement on the work 
of its believers, urged many American friends to pion
eer there, and watched over the progress being made 
with both pride and interest, a pride and interest 
which culminated with his announcement that the first 
election of its independent National Assembly would 
take place in Rio;lvan 1958. 

First National Assembly on Continent 
The believers of French extraction gathered in this 

convention, as well as their loving and devoted co.
workers from other countries who have pioneered in 
France, without whose unsparing and dedicated efforts 
this victory could not have been won so soon, are 
aware that they are now electing the first National, 
as distinguished from Regional, Spiritual Assembly of 
the European continent, an assembly which constitutes 
yet another pillar of the Universal House of Justice. 
This is a great distinction, a great honor I and imposes 
a great responsibility, more particularly at this time 
when the Cause of God has received such a grievous 
blow through the sudden passing of its beloved Guard
ian, its guide and its shield. There is no doubt, how
ever, that his love and his spirit are with you on this 
historic occasion, and that he will continue to watch 
over the advancement of this community which he so 
tenderly encouraged for so many years, and whose 
present coming of age was so eagerly anticipated by 
him. 

Our beloved Guardian doubtless would have called 
upon the National Assembly elected at this historic 
first French Annual Convention to formulate its own 
Five-Year Plan for the remainder of the World Cru
sade, as he did in the case of the newly~formed na
tional bodies in Mrica ln 1956. Perhaps he would have 
specified the objectives himself, as he did for the sub
sidiary Six-Year Plans given to each of the thirteen 
national and regional assemblies formed in the RiQ,vfm 
period of 1957. We may be sure, however, that his 
hopes for the future development of the Faith in 
France would, following his earlier pattern, encom
pass: (1) the devising of ways and means of insuring 
the rapid spread of the Cause throughout that land; 
(2) the consolidation and multiplication of its assem
blies, groups and isolated centers; (3) the planting of 
the banner of the Faith in all the various Departments 
of the country, especially those which have as yet had 
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First National Spiritual Assembly 01 the BaM.'is 01 
France, elected on April 26, 1958. 

no sustained teaching activity within their borders; 
(4) the incorporation of the new National body, as 
well as the local spiritual assemblies; (5) the estab
lishment of a site for a future Ma~riqu'l-Adhk..ir; 
(6) the holding of summer school, to deepen the 
knowledge and Wlderstanding of the believers; and 
(7) above all the spreading of the light of this Divine 
Revelation far and wide amongst the people of that 
country, in order that the promises of the beloved 
Master may be speedily fulfilled, and the French na
tion receive the redeeming grace of Baha'u'llah in 
this dark age through which it and the whole world is 
now passing. 

Words of Guardian Concerning France 
As the assembled friends consult earnestly and 

prayerfully upon the unfinished tasks before them, 
they may well turn for inspiration and assurance to 
the words of the beloved Guardian, addressed to the 
national conventions two years ago--a message in 
which he referred specifically to the formation of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of France. 

"Before the eyes of the warriors enlisting under its 
banner stretch fields of exploration and consolidation 
of such vastness as might well dazzle the eyes and 
strike awe into the heart of any soul less robust than 
those who have arisen to identify themselves with its 
Cause. The heights its champions must scale are in
deed formidable. The pitfalls that bestrew their path 
are still numerous. The road leading to ultimate and 
total victory is tortuous~ stony, and narrow. Theirs, 
however, is the emphatic assurance, revealed by the 
Pen of the Most High-the Prime Mover of the forces 
unleashed by this world-girdling Crusade-that 'Who
soever ariseth to aid our Cause, God will render him 
victorious over ten times ten thousand souls, and, 
should he wax in his love for Me. him will We cause 
to triumph over all that is in heaven and all that is 
on earth.'" 

Signed: 
RUHiYY'H 
AMELIA COLLIN 5 

A. FURUTAN 

PAUL HANEY 

J ALAL KHAZEH 

A. Q. FAlZf 
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First National Spiritual Assembly of France, Formed Ridvan 1958, 
Becomes Twenty-Seventh Pillar of Faith of Baha'u'lIa6 

A IDED by the inspiring, comprehensive, thoughtful 
message from the Hands of the Cause in Haifa; in 

the presence of the dearly-loved Hand of the Cause 
Herman Grossmann and newly-appointed Hand of the 
Cause William Sears of Africa; under the counsel and 
attentive laving care of the National Spiritual Assem
bly of the United States, the appointed interim National 
Body. ably and indefatigably represented by member 
Edna True; with the eventful attendance of one of the 
first believers of France, devoted early believer Laura 
Dreyfus-Barney, the first National Convention of the 
Baha'is of France moved joyously toward the 
hour of election of its first National Spiritual Assembly 
and the first independent National Assembly on the con· 
tinent of Europe. 

Deeply moved by the knowledge that this historic 
step was being taken at the express direction of Shoghi 
Effendi, aware of the blessings that had been showered 
upon France in turn by the two memorable visits of 
'Abdu'I~Baha, and by the eternal fires kindled by Him 
at that time in Paris; and by the divine, masterful 
guidance of our beloved Guardian in the propagation 
of the teaching work and the establishment of the ad
ministrative pillars, the delegates and the attending 
friends from twenty different localities of France and 
from six countries, including fran and South Africa, 
moved through their deliberations with a conscious 
knowledge that the spiritual destiny of a country was 
being fulfilled. 

Assemblage of 90 at First Convention 
Opened with the reading of prayers in French and 

English and with beautiful Persian chanting, reaf
firming the unity of the nationalities which have banded 
together under the banner of Baha'u'JU.h to bring to 
fruition this splendid flower of the Ten-Year Crusade, 
the First National Convention of France, held sixty 
years after the introduction of the Faith to Paris by a 
young and enthusiastic group of students, who long 
since have dispersed into wider fields of service, 
brought together, in the period of the most joyous Fes
tival, over ninety believers, the largest congregation of 
Baha'is yet assembled in France. 

Perhaps the most moving aspect of the Convention 
was the living love and the forceful leadership of the 
Guardian and the constant mention of his words and 
works by those who spoke and by those who took part 
in the deliberations and consultations. The messages 
of love and appreciation sent by the Hands of the 
Cause from all parts of the world, from Australia, Asia, 
continental Europe, and England, the Near East and the 
United States defined in word and spirit the everlast
ing unity possible and existent in the Baha'i World. 
The greetings from the twenty-six national assemblies 
the world over lent dignity and responsibility to the 
momentous prospect facing the assembled delegates. 

From California, Saigon. Belgium, New York. Tahiti, 
Chicago, Tunis, Andorra, l'ihran and other scattered 
points, letters and cables came pouring in from those 

" 
who had pioneered a while in France and had then 
been forced to move on before this final goal had been 
attained-but who rejoiced in this Riqvfm period that 
France had won this signal victory. Local assemblies, 
whose formation had been closely knitted to the work 
in France, through the selfless, timeless, devoted ef
forts of the members of the European Teaching Com
mittee, sent messages of congratulations to a national 
community which was aware that the entire Bahil'i 
World had shared the responsibilities and the work
and had a share of the victory. 

As the first delegates were called one by one, they 
moved forward with their ballots; and history stirred 
once again-and as gloriously as on ancient pages. Dele
gates from famous cities moved forward to add a new 
kind of fame to the annals of Marseille, Nice, Lyon, 
Orleans, Parisl As the fourth phase of the Ten-Year 
Crusade opened, France became the twenty-seventh pil. 
lar on which the International House of Justice will 
be bullt. and the only National Assembly to be formed 
this Ri\fvim. 
Seventy~seven of the one hundred fifty-two adult be

lievers in France were present at this solemn and 
crucial juncture. The majority of the followers of 
Bahit·u'llilh. working together in this land that has 
already forty-two localities opened to the Faith, COm

prising seven local assemblies, seven groups and twen
ty-eight isolated believerst sat in conscious concentra
tion as the goal set by the Guardian was attained-and 
as the dedication of those noble souls of sixty years 
ago was realized. 

Report on Goals and Achievements 
Reports of the various national committees, set up 

by the European Teaching Committee, brought into 
focus the extent of the work actually accomplished. 
Goals set for France to be fulfilled before the forma
tion of the national assembly were humbly acknowl
edged as attained: with the increase of pioneers and 
native believers, with the multiplication of isolated 
centers and local assemblies, with the translation and 
publication of literature, with the purchase of an en
dowment, with the establishment of summer schools. 

The ten goal cities named by the Guardian were 
opened to the Faith, with the exception of one. Many 
visiting and resident believers had travelled to teach 
the Faith. A magnificently moving tape on the life of 
Bahil'u'llith had been recorded for use. And the aston
ishing and gratifying total of seventy-two native French 
believers had assembled under the banner of the Faith. 

As the Convention moved on through its three-day 
session, the perspective necessary to appreciate the 
goals already achieved and the work to be accomplished 
in the future was clearly realized. Non-delegate friends, 
catching the flame of inspiration, clamored to be 
heard; and the enthusiasm, so precious in the French 
believers, had to be curbed. 

During the afternoon session of the last day, the 
newly-elected National Assembly announced to the 
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assembled delegates and friends the receipt of a gen
erous gift, left to the National Assembly of the United 
States with the expressed hope that it be used for 
the promotion of the Faith in France, a gift from the 
late Edith Sanderson, who was a bulwark of devotion 
and service in the long years the Faith in France lay 
dormant. Thus France t guided by the Guardian, aided 
by the care and affection of the American National 
Assembly, helped by the friends throughout the world, 
materially blessed by this generous bequest, began 
its national responsibilities, already rich in the treas
ures of both the spiritual and material worlds. 

Reception and Public Meeting Held 
The entire Convention period was most fittingly 

opened with a reception held at the National Haziratu'l· 
Quds in Paris, on the eve of this great eve~t: during 
which a report of the first Intercontinental Conference 
held in Kampala was given. Hand of the Cause William 
Sears, who unexpectedly found himself in Paris and 
who had participated in this first of the five congresses 
called for by the Guardian in his last message to the 
Baha'is of the world, gave a most moving recital of 
what took place in the heart of that fast-awakening 
continent. During the Convention sessions and at the 
Unity Banquet, the friends also had a chance to hear 
of the work being done by the native believers in Africa. 

A beautifully-prepared and well-attended public meet
ing, on the first night of the Convention, at which 
Madeleine Davy, exceptionally gifted French believer, 
spoke so simply and yet so eloquently of the spiritual 
foundations of the Baha'i Faith, following which Louis 
Henuzet of Belgium masterfully outlined the admin
istrative form through which the purity and strength 
of the Faith functions, attracted an audience of about 
one hundred and fifty" 

Election of National Assembly 
Halfway through the Convention the solemn period of 

the election of the National Assembly, at five minutes 
to four o'clock on the afternoon of April 26, 1958, was 
announced. The seriousness, the importance, the spir
itual significance of this event was lost to no one. In 
an abrupt quietness, prayers and extracts from the 
writings of Shoghi Effendi on this subject were read. 

Reported back to the Convention by the tellers, as 
the elected National Spiritual Assembly for one year 
of the Baha'i believers of France. were the names of 
nine: Sara Kenny. Jacques Soghomonian, Francois 
Petit, Joel Marangella, Chahab 'Ala"i, Sally Sanor, 
Lucienne Migette, Farhang Javid, and Florence Bag
ley. These nine met immediately after the afternoon 
session to elect their officers. The results, as reported 
to the friends were: Chairman, Joel Marangella; Vice
Chairman, Sara Kenny; Corresponding Secretary. 
Francois Petit; Recording Secretary, Sally Sanor; 
Treasurer, Farhang Javid. 

Having accomplished one half of the duties pre
scribed to delegates, the Convention moved on after 
the election, continuing, through two more sessions, 
with the vitally important task of consultation. 

On Sunday, late in the afternoon, following a few 
words of hope and encouragement spoken by Hand 
of the Cause Herman Grossmann, the historic first 
National Convention of France came to a close, leaving 
to the assemblage of friends these too few memorable 
hours for their sustenance in the year to come; leaving 
also to the friends the knowledge that another of the 
goals so long urged, so tirelessly worked for, so pa
tiently attended by our beloved Shoghi Effendi has 
been won, and that the establishment of these broader 
bases of love and understanding his dearest wish. 

-SALLY SANoR 

Baha'is gathering at the First National Convention 01 FTance~ held in Paris on AprH 25-27~ 1958. 
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Convention Reports Reaffirm Awareness of New Spiritual Forces, 

Dedication of Baha'is to Remaining Goals of Ten-Year Crusade 

Alaska 

Bahll!is from all points of Alaska 
met in Anchorage for the Second 
Annual Baha'i Convention on April 
26-27, 1958, Delegates representing 
five local spiritual assemblies were 
present with one assembly delegate 
voting by absentee ballot. More than 
forty adults and several youth were 
in attendance, despite the handicap 
of distance and the necessity of ex
pensive air travel. 

Mr. Robert Moul, chairman of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of 
Alaska, called the convention to or
der, and following roll call by the 
Secretary, a special prayer for the 
departed was dedicated to our be
loved Shoghi Effendi, whose passing 
we mourn deeply and particularly 
on occasions such as this. 

With the reading of the Convention 
Message from the Hands of the Cause 
in the Holy Land, assuring all Baha'is 
of their support and stating that most 
of the statistics contained in the mes
sage were gleaned from the Guard
ian's own notes, on which he had 
worked until two days before his 
passing, the knowledge that we are 
-still under his protection was doubly 
apparent. There was a spirit of re
dedication and maturity present as 
the Alaskan Baha'is move forward 
to fulfill the goals set forth in the 
Ten-Year Crusade. 

While the need for more pioneers 
to Alaska is still great, we are happy 
to report that Alaskans have also 
pioneered. Assemblies having suf
:ficient numbers have sent settlers to 
goals in Alaska and many Alaskan 
Baha'is, members of the Armed 
Forces, have moved on to various 
stations elsewhere. 

The Secretary of the National 
Teaching Committee reported on the 
accomplishments achieved in Alaska 
in the past year; while all the goals 
were not filled a good many were 
and the future looks fruitful, Much 
ground work was done by visiting 
speakers and teachers. 

Plans for a Baha'i Summer School, 
possibly in early August, were dis-

National Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is Of Alaska faT 
1958-1959, 

cussed briefly; complete details will 
be announced in the Alaskan Baha'i 
News. 

Many suggestions and recommen
dations for ways and means of teach
ing the natives were offered by the 
delegates and members of the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly; these rec
ommendations will be studied by the 
Assembly and shared with the 
friends. 

At this point the Chairman of the 
Convention, Verne L. Stout~ asked 
that the discussion be opened to all 
persons assembled; this was done, 
with the approval of the delegates 
and members of the National Spir
itual Assembly. From this discussion 
many interesting and informative 
ideas were gleaned. Agnes Harrison, 
the representative from Bethel, ex
plained some of the problems involv
ing her particular locality: the need 
for time to invite neighboring villages 
if a public meeting is scheduled, and 
the weather in winter making the at
tendance of such a meeting impos
sible for these same villages: the 
need for sincerity, humbleness, and 
patience, especially when moving to 
a pioneer post, such as Bethel, Nome, 

or Barrow, where the population is 
predominantly native Alaskan. 

She further mentioned that teach
ers, nurses, and secretaries are usu~ 
ally able to find work; couples are 
more successful as a rule. The need 
for a 'true' picture of the situation 
was expressed; for instance a pio
neer from the midwest might be con· 
siderably shocked to find prices like 
these: Water 15 cents per gallon, 
Milk 90 cents per quart, and Elec
tricity 25 cents per kilowatt. These 
facts are mentioned not to discourage 
pioneers but to keep them from be-
coming discouraged. The people who 
have gone out, many times with noth
ing more than faith to back up their 
undertaking, report their spiritual re
ward most glorious. 

This report would not be complete 
without some mention of the Young 
Adult members; hearing the wisdom 
poured forth from these young peo
ple, seeing the enthusiasm with which 
they are facing the future, hearing 
the optimism they express leaves one 
with the feeling that the World Order 
of Baha'u'Uah rests in competent 
hands. 

-MARIE GUFFEY 
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Argentina. Bolivia. Chile. 
Paraguay. and Uruguay 

,-... , ... ,-.,.. .. ~.~ 
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The Second Annual Convention of 
the Baha'is of Argentina, Bolivia, 
Chile, Paraguay, and Uruguay was 
held in the intimate atmosphere of 
the I.Ia?iratu'l-Quds in Asuncion, Par
aguay, on April 25-27, 1958. Twenty
four delegates from the five coun
tries were present, including dele
gates of Negro, Indian, and white 
racial backgrounds, as well as Eur
opean and American pioneers, with 
a joyous welcome also being given 
to a delegate from the southernmost 
city in the world, Punta Arenas. 

National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Argentina, Bolivia, Chile" 
Paraguay, and Uruguay for 1958-1959. 

During the Pre..convention School 
April 23 and 24, courses were given 
on the themes of the Covenant, In
stitution of the Hands of the Cause, 
the Technique and Spirit of Consul
tation and The Day of God (from 
Advent Of Divine Justice) which gave 
great impetus to the flow of consul
tation and the prevailing spirit of 
love and unity in the fOllowing can· 
vention days. 

On the evening of April 24, a °Meet_ 
ing of Unity" was held in lieu of the 
usual festive Rig.van. This meeting 
was opened with meditation on the 
real significance of Baha'i unity, us
ing inspirational passages from the 
Teachings and excerpts associated 
with recent events in the Baha 'f 
World. The Master's definition of 
Unity was the theme of this intro-

duction: "Unity is the expression of 
the 10ving power of God and reflects 
the reality of divinity." This was fol~ 
lowed by an elevated devotional per
iod together in a fragrant atmosphere 
of jasmine and attar of roses. These 
fragrances produced the strong im
pression of the very presence of the 
beloved Guardian with us that night. 

It is always difficult to recapitulate 
the highlights of a convention in 
which confirmations flow so abun
dantly. Perhaps the most unforget
table memory wHl be the presence of 
the Canton Huanuni delegates, who 
spoke such pure words from their 
hearts as these: "We shall teach our 
children to enter into the new Ufe;" 

Baha'is attending the Second Annual Convention of Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, 
Paraguay, and Uruguay at Asuncion, Paraguay, on April 25-27, 1958. The two 
delegates from the All-Indian Loca~ Spiritual Assembly of Canton Huanuni, 

Bolivia~ are seated at the right in the front row. 

"First we shall illumine our brothers 
and people will ask us why we have 
advanced so far in our little village;" 
"I shall go on foot, passing over the 
mountains, crossing the rivers, seek
ing for believers; night and day I 
will walk looking for prepared souls 
... ; "We invite all our Baha'i broth
ers in the world to visit us." A large 
proportion of the consultation during 
the Convention was devoted to the 
clearly expressed needs of the Bo
livian Indian Friends in their deep 
desire to serve the Faith as pioneers. 

The Convention closed with pray~ 
ers in the following languages: Span
ish, English, French, Italian, Nor
wegian, Guarani, Quecha, and Ay
mara, read by delegates of those 
backgrounds. Among the frequently
heard words of Hdespedida" (fare-
well) was the phrase "Hasta siem
pre" (which has the untranslatable 
sense of being together forever). 

National A .. embly Election 
The following members were 

elected to serve on the National Spir
itual Assembly for the coming year: 
Jose Mielnik, Athas Costas, Salvador 
Torma, Roberto Cazcarra, Roque 
Centurion Miranda, Else Cazcarra, 
Fabienne Guillon, Mary Binda, and 
Ellen Sims. 

One can only Sum up the spirit of 
this memorable Convention in the 
words of the revered Custodians of 
the Faith in the Holy Land: "A 
mighty wave of poignant love has 
swept all hearts, drawing the be
lievers closer, uniting them in pur· 
pose, spurring them on to greater 
dedication, sacrifice and service in 
the path of God." 

-ELLEN SIMS 
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National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the Benelux 
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CoromHtees of each country and the 
communities and isolated Baha'is; 
the direction of Baha'is to goal cities 
as a continuous aspect throughout 
the year; a monthly schedule of meet
ings, activities, subjects, and speak
ers for holding of lectures and fire
sides, with results published in the 
Bulletin; the urgent need for a 
Baha'i couple who speak French or 
German to settle in Luxembourg; and 
the possibilitie~ for Iranian student 
pioneers. A weekend school following 
the Frankfurt Intercontinental Con
ference, for the purpose of deep
ening Baha'is only, was recom
mended. 

The new Benelux National Spirit
ual Assembly) with its officers are: 

Benelux Countries 

The second Benelux convention, 
held April 26-27, 1958, in the confer
ence room of the Haziratu'l-Quds in 
The Hague, HoUa"nd, opened with 
prayers in French, Dutch, and Eng
lish, followed by a moment of rever
ent silence in memory of the beloved 
Guardian. Louis Henuzet, chairman 
of the outgoing National Spiritual 
Assembly, read a cable from Her
man Grossmann, Hand of the Cause. 
and then called upon Jan Sysling, 
Auxiliary Board member, to speak. 
of his visit to the Guardian's resting 
place in London. 

After the election of the conven
tion chairman, Jan Sysling, and sec
retary, Lea Nys, a report on the for
mation of the National Spiritual As
sembly of France was given by Louis 
HenuzetJ who attended the conven
tion. 

The nineteen delegates present de
liberated considerably on the many 
needs and demands of a develop
ing Baha'i community-the care of 
three Haziratu'l-Quds in Holland, Bel
gium, . ai1d Luxembourg; budget; 
translation and distribution of liter
ature; administrative responsibilities 
and the coordination of committee 
work; and a hove all the need to 
enlarge the scope of teaching so that 
many new believers may be en· 
rolled. 

Particularly stressed was the need 
to search ways and means for the 
legal incorporation of the National 
Assembly, and the urgency of secur
ing their endowment-the last to be 
obtained. 

The Messa ge from the Hands of the 

Faith in the Holy Land, read from 
a French translation, and distributed 
in Dutch and English, was followed 
by a discussion period. 

The Dutch Book Sales Committee 
reported on many new items being 
translated and published, and the 
Belgian Book Sales Committee re
ported an excellent record of distri
bution and stated its view that a Pub
lishing Trust should soon be estab
lished. Both Committees take respon
sibility for translating as well as 
publishing, and have been very ac
tive. 

Convention recommendations made 
to the incoming National Assembly 
strongly emphasized the need to con
centrate on teaching work and sug
gested the following; More direct con
tact between the National Teaching 

Chairman) Jan Sysling; V ice--Chair
m an, Louis Henuzet; Secretary. Lea 
Nys; Treasurer, Bob van Lith; Re
cording Secretary, Ben Levy; and 
Elsa de Koninck, Peirre Bram, Jean 
Nys; and Claude Levy. 

-From report of LEA Nvs 

Iberian Peninsula 
The Second Annual Convention of 

the Baha'is of the Iberian Peninsula 
was held in Madrid April 25-28, 1958, 
and was open to the attendance of 
the believers in general, who came 
from the nine communities of the 
Peninsula to the number of about 
thirty-five. Charles Monroe loas. 
member of the Auxiliary Board of 
the Hands, and chairman of the out
going National Spiritual Assembly, 
opened the Convention, after which 
Angelo Silva Carneiro, also member 
of the Board, was elected its per-

Baha'i delegates and friends attending the Second Annual Convention of the 
Benelux Countries at Brussels, Belgium, on April 26-27. 1958, 
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manent chairman, and Mr. Luis Or
tuno its secretary. 

The sessions opened with a loving 
and fervent prayer memorial for our 
beloved Guardian, Shoghi Effendi, in 
which was included chanting by 
some of the Persian friends who have 
come to help with the settlement of 
goal cities, a prayer of Baha'u'Uah 
for the protection of the Faith in dif
ficult times, and the reading of the 
Guardian' 5 last exhortation and ten
der message to the Iberian believers 
written in his own hand. 

As it was impossible to get the 
nine-page message of the Hands in 
Haifa completely translated in time, 
half of it was read the first day, and 
the rest on the second day. 

Reports were read by the National 
Secretary, who outlined the various 
happenings on the Penninsula, show
ing that in spite of set-backs and 
many difficulties and obstacles, the 
Faith is going forward in Spain and 
Portugal. The report of the National 
Teaching Committee stressed the ur
gency of teaching and the need to 
plan vacations with a view to spend
ing that time on teaching trips. It 
was bTought out that there should be 
less paper work and more active in
struction, with accent on giving the 
example of Baha'i life. 

A most important goal was an
nounced as achieved: the formation 
in Valencia of Spain's eighth local 
spiritual assembly, this being the 
number of local assemblies indicated 
by the beloved Guardian in the Ten
Year Plan. Spain does not expect to 
stop at this, however, but hopes to 
form many more before 1963. It also 

hopes to exceed the goal of twelve 
localities, having already attained 
eight. 

It was indicated that special stress 
be laid on the teaching work in Por
tugal, as there are only two local 
assemblies there and one group. 
Goals still not reached are teaching 
and confirming of the Basques and 
the Gypsies. 

On the afternoon of the first day 
the election of the second Iberian N a
tional Spiritual Assembly was held, 
with results as follow: Charles Mon
roe loas, chairm an; Ramon Esc ar· 
tin, vice chairman; Luis Ortuno, cor
responding secretary; Sara Tiffon, 
recording secretary; Francisco Sa
las, treasurer, Spain; Angelo Car
neiro, treasurer, Portugal; and Jose 
Lopez Monge, Virginia Orbison, Isi
dro Torrella. 

The National Properties Commit
tee reported on the purchase qf the 
J:Ia?iratu'I-Quds of Lisbon, inaugu
rated October 20, 1957, and the En
dowment, in Oporto, thus fulfilling 
the goals in this respect for the Pen
insula. The total value of the national 
properties is noW 1,453,277 .15 Pesetas 
(about $25,900,00). The friends bore 
in mind that a Temple property was 
one of the goals set for Madrid, 
and there were contributions of 
2,850.00 Pesetas towards this end to 
add to the $1,000 donated by Hand 
of the Cause Mrs. Amelia Collins. 
Voluntary contributions were also 
made towards the monument to be 
erected to our departed Guardian, 
Shoghi Effendi, and to the National 
Fund. 

The Translations Committee stated 

that translations of all messages had 
been made and distributed, and a re
vision for publication, of the complete 
Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Bahil 
in Spanish. Many imporiant transla
tions into Portuguese were also re
ported, among these being passages 
from ~ Abdu'l-Bahd in London, the 
Persian Bayan, and other compila
tions, this being the work of Angelo 
Carneiro. 

Attention was called to the great 
Intercontinental Conferences planned 
by the Guardian himself; about 
twelve persons from the Peninsula 
expect to attend the Frankfurt Con
ference next July. 

Charles loas gave a clear and in
spiring comment on "The New Phase 
of the Cause," calling attention to 
the importance of the Proclamation 
of the Hands of the Cause t which 
he read with comments, explaining 
that the Nine Hands in Haifa are the 
Custodians of the Faith until the for
mation of the International House of 
Justice, but in the meantime the 
friends should concentrate on the 
goals set by the Guardian for the 
Ten-Year Crusade. 

Virginia Orbison commented upon 
the Convention Message of the 
Hands, upon which the delegates con
sulted in regard to the questions dis
cus'sed in this important communi
cation. Stress was put upon the in
dividual responsibilities for living the 
Baha'i way of life, observing strict 
morality and integrity in all its as
pects. 

The Convention was summarized 
by the Chairmal)., Angelo Silva Car
neiro, who commented on the won
derfully comprehensive spirit shown 
in the Convention, and the harmon
ious consultation and unanimous de
cisions made by the National Spirit
ual Assembly during the past year. 
He quoted a passage from Baha
'u'llilh which urges the people to be
come "submerged in the Ocean of 
My Words" in order to know and 
learn. He recommended fewness of 
words and greatness of action. He 
also expressed gratitude for the spir
itual presence of our beloved Guard
ian, and his watchfulness from the 
Abha Kingdom, also for the thought
ful vigilance of the Hands of the 
Faith, the continued and much ap
preciated support by the American 
National Assembly and the Eur
opean Teaching Committee and for 
the fruitful participation by the dele
gates. 

The Convention ended on a high 
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note of enthusiasm and devotion, each 
one resolving to do his utmost to ful
fill all the g()als of the Ten-Year Cru
sade as the beloved Guardian would 
have it, keeping in mind and heart 
his continuous exhortations to be
come worthy of their elevated mis-
sian. 

The Iberian friends were again 
thankful for the continued protect':on 
which the Baha'is are being favored 
with during their meetings, summer 
schools, and convention, and contin
ually remember the words of the Bab 
"God will assist all those who arise 
to serve Him." 

-PERCY G. LEADLEY 

New Zealand 
The Second Annual Convention of 

the Baha'is of New Zealand was held 
at the !:Ia.iratu'l-Quds in Auckland 
on April 25-27, 1958. Unlike the first 
convention held last year, there was 
only one overseas visitor present this 
time. 

Average attendance at ali sessions 
was thirtY-(lne delegates and friends. 
All were disappointed that the con
vention message from the Holy Land 
was not received during the can· 
vention period. However r portions of 
the beloved Guardian's message to 
the previous convention were restud
ied. So potent was this message can· 
sidered, it was decided that it be 
reread at future conventions for 
Some years to come. 

A comprehensive program was ar
ranged and carried through. Special 
highlights of this agenda were: "Con
ference Impact," when New Zealand 

National Spiritual Assembty Of the Baha'is of New Zealand 
for 1958-1959. 

visitors to the Intercontinental Con
ference in Sydney? Australia, gave 
their impressions of the proceedings; 
the New Zealand Crusade Goals re
view; first-hand accounts of the 
teaching work in Persia; and a visit 
by aU present to view a suitable site 
of four and one-quarter acres of won
derful land as the proposed Temple 
Site, which must be attained. This 
proposed site is elevated, with exten
sive views, and is situated fourteen 
miles south of Auckland on the main 
"southern outlettt motorway and 
Great South Road. All those present 
were unanimous in the opinion that 
the site could not be bettered. 

The most important item of busi
ness was the election of the new 
National Spiritual Assembly. ThesE" 
are the members elected, with the 
officers designated: S. J. Carr, chair-

man; Mrs. M. Harnish, vice-chair
man; Miss K. Carpenter, treasurer; 
and Mrs. D. Weeks, Mrs. L. Fenner, 
Mrs. B. Van der Vaart, E. B. Dew
ing, P. Leadley, and H. K. Blundell. 

Cn the whole it WrlS a happy con
vention, with a real Baha '{ spirit pre
vailing. The coming year promises 
to be one of more intense activity 
in the Cause of Baha'u'Uith by the 
New Zealand friend~. 

-PERCY G. LEADLEY 

Nort" East Africa 

Delegates and visitors at the Second Annual Convention of the Baha'is oj 
New Zealand in Auckland on April 25-27, 1958. 

Conscious of the stupendous sacred 
legacy that our most beloved de
parted Guardian has entrusted the 
Baha'i World Community to carry; 
cognizant of the dynamic power of 
the Faith of Baha'u'llah and its mir
aculous permeation throughout the 
four comers of the world, within the 
memory of persons who have 
watched its growth ever since the 
Author of the Faith was a prisoner 
in the penal colony of 'Akka; in
spired by the presence of the revered 
Hand of the Cause, Mr. Tarazu'llah 
Samandari, who had, in the prime 
of youth, the unique blessing of be
holding the luminous countenance of 
Baha'u'llah, and enriched with a 
storehouse of spiritual experience 
which has been accumulating for a 
period of eighty-five years; in such 
an atmosphere the third National 
Convention of the Baha'is of North 
East Mrica was opened on April 24 
with the resonance of our impressive 
prayer, revealed by the Master, 
'Abdu'l-Bahil, and chanted by a chiJd 
of five years of age. After this prayer 
the delegates, as well as the visiting 



24 

friends, stood in silent prayer for 
five minutes, in commemoration of 
OUr most beloved Guardian. 

The whole atmosphere of the Con
vention was resounding with the spir
itually laden words of the revered 
Hand of the Cause, '.faraz'ullah Sa
mandari, who attended all the ses
sions. 

The delegates from Mogadiscio, 
Asmara, Addis-Ababa, Khartoum 
North, and Port Sudan brought the 
glad tidings of the progress of the 
Cause in those areas. It is hoped that 
the coming year will be a new begin
ning for the speedy achievement of 
the remaining goals of the Ten-Year 
Plan. 

The Convention terminated 
through the receipt of the following 
message released from the Holy 
Larui:-

"Grateful convention message fer
vently praying divine confirmations 
delegates friends beloved Guardian 
ever present his happiness dependent 
attainment sent victories fulfill
ment all goals-Handsfaith." 

The result of the election of the 
incoming National Spiritual Assem~ 
bly was as follows: Abdu'l-Rahim 
Yazdi, chairman; Yusuf Mustapha, 
vice-chairman; Tewfiq M. Ali, sec
retary; Iskandar Hanna, treasurer; 
Mirza Badi Bushrui, assistant sec~ 
retary; Dr. Rawshan Yazdi, Hussein 
Amin Bikar, Abbas Rushdy, Seyyid 
M. Azzawi. 

-BAllI BusmmI 

Final I nten:ontinental Conference 
To Be Held in Diakarta Sept. 22·27 

The Fifth and final Intercontinen~ 
tal Conference called for by the be
loved Guardian in his last letter to 
the Baha'is of the world will be held 
in Dj akarta, Indonesia, from Septem
ber 22 to 27, 1958, inclusive. The Re
gional Spiritual Assembly for the 
Baha'is of South East Asia, which 
is the host for this Conference, ex
presses the hope that a vast number 

of friends from all over the world 
will attend this c1uminating historic 
event. 

Since housing is a serious and dif
ficult prOblem in Djakarta, the 
friends who plan to attend the Con
ference should inform the Regional 
Spiritual Assembly of South East 
Asia as quickly as they can of their 
intention, specifying their prefer~ 
ences as to the class of hotel and 
the exact date of arrival. 

In applying for the necessary visa 
it is very important that the applica
tion states that the visit is for tourist 
reasons and no mention at all must 
be made of the Baha'i Conference. 
This instruction must be strictly ob
served. 

If any of the friends who plan to 
attend the Djakarta Conference are 
able to devote some time to teaching 
in the various countries in south and 
east Asia, please inform the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
the United States so that suggestions 
as to cities and addresses can be 
supplied. 

American Baha'is planning to at
tend the Djakarta Conference must 
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carry with them current Baha'i 
identification cards from the Na. 
tional Spiritual Assembly. 

Baha'i Publishing Trust 
Out of Stock 

Atomic Mandate by Marzieh Gail is 
t~mporarily out of stock pending ar
nval of new shipment from India 
where it is being printed. Orders fo; 
50 copies or more will be recorded 
f?T future delivery When stock ar
rlves. Orders of less than this amount 
should. ~e reordered after July 20. 

MD1lmum Mail Order, $1.00 
Available from 

BARA'f PUBLISHING TRUST 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 

Calendar of Events 
FEASTS 

JUly 13 - Kalimat (Words) 
August 1-Kamal (Perfection) 

HOLY DAY 
July 9 - Martyrdom of the Bab 

INTERCONTINENTAL CONFERENCE 
July 25-29 - Frankfurt, Germany 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 

July 1S-20 

Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

Weekdays 
10:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
(Entire building) 
7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 
(Auditorium only) 

Sundays and Holidays 
10:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
(Entire building) 
5:00 P.M. to 9 P.M. 
(Auditorium only) 

Service of Worship 
Sundays 

3:20 P.M., lasting until 4:15. 
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BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1957-58: Mrs. Eunice Braun, chair~ 
man; Miss Charlotte Linfoot, secretary; Mr. Richard C. Thomas. 
Editorial Omce: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois., U.S.A. 
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Call For Unified Understanding 

By the Hands of the Cause 

Residing in the Holy Land 

It has come to our attention that there is, amongst the 
believers, discussion regarding the Guardianship which 
exceeds the statement made by the united body of the 
Chief Stewards of the Faith, the Hands of the Cause, 
which they issued from Bahji last November after nine 
days of deep and heart-searching consultation following 
hours of supplication in the Holy Tomb of Baba'u'llah. 

We therefore, acting on behalf of the Hands of the 
Faith, wish once again to call the attention of all the 
friends to the words in that Proclamation: "It was 
likewise certified that the beloved Guardian had left no 
heir. The Agb.S~lfl (branches) one and all are either 
dead or have been declared violators of the Covenant 
by the Guardian for their faithlessness to the Master's 
Will and Testament and their hostility to him named 
first Guardian in that sacred document. The first effect 
of the realization that no succeSSOr to Shoghi Effendi 
could have been appointed by him was to plunge the 
Hands of the Cause into the very abyss of despair." 

The American Hands of the Faith have expressed 
this same thought very clearly in a message prepared 
for a series of teaching conferences held in the United 
States earlier this year. 

"Shoghi Effendi appointed no successor in his own 
lifetime because he himself had no natural heir and 
because no member of the Holy Family qualified. The 
Master's Testament is the sole authority controlling 
the appointment of successive Guardians, and its 
specific provisions were scrupulously upheld by the 
Guardian in his non-appointment of a second Guardian. 
Since a successor could only be chosen and designated 
by Shoghi Effendi in his own lifetime, the friends must 
dismiss all hopeful expection that a will appointing a 
second Guardian may later be found." 

We call upon all believers I for the sake of preserving 
the unity of OUr beloved Faith for which the Bab was 

martyred, Baha'u'llah and the Master imprisoned, and 
for which the beloved Guardian so completely sacri
ficed himself, to concentrate on the thoughts expressed 
in the Proclamation, and to desist from all further 
speculation on the future development of the institutions 
of the Faith-speculation which can only give rise to 
those very differenc~s of interpretation forbidden by 
Bahil'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Baha, and against which they 
repeatedly warned us. 

Baha'u'lh'lh has left the Divine System He conceived, 
the Master elaborated and the Guardian clarified, but 
the Divinely-guided scion of his house, Shoghi Effendi 
has, for reasons none of us can fathom, been lifted 
from the pattern. What he has left us is more than suf
ficient for us, the Community of the Most Great Name, 
to establish the first stages of that world-redeeming 
Order Baha'u'llah has given to mankind. Our sacred 
obligation is to fulfill our Guardian's wishes, his plans, 
and his most cherished hopes, leaving the overall 
scheme of God to unfold as He sees fit, in His mys
terious ways, in the days to come. Let us be confident 
that if we do our part He will never fail in His, and 
with this assurance go forward unitedly, courageously, 
and with complete consecration. 

Let us also rejoice with grateful hearts over the truly 
remarkable measure of Divine protection vouchsafed to 
Us since the passing of our beloved Guardian, an un
failing sign that Shoghi Effendi's spirit is with us, 
guiding and inspiring the believers everywhere, and as
Sisting us to achieve total victory in the Holy Crusade 
bequeathed to us by him. 
Signed: 

RUHIYYIH 

AMELIA COLLINS 

A. Q. FAIz! 

Haifa, Israel, June 12, 1958 

A. FURUTAN 
PAUL HANEY 

J ALA L KHA ZEH 
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Commentary on Message 

From Hands of Cause 

Beloved Baha'i Friends: 
The communication issued by the 

Hands of the Faith residing in the 
Holy Land on JW1e 12, 1958, is ear~ 
nestly commended to the attention 
of every American believer. 

Its real import and significance is 
their heartfelt appeal for unified un
derstanding throughout the Baha'i 
world community of the present 
status and future development of 
the institutions of the Faith of 
Baha'u'lla.h. We are summoned to 
abide by the statements contained 
in the Proclamation which came to 
us from the Holy Land soon after 
the passing of the Guardian, when 
the body of the Hands as Chief Stew
ards, after days of prayerful con
sultation rallied the body of the be
lievers ~round the Revelation of 
Baha'u'llab, the Master's Testam~t. 
and the Guardian's unique servIce 
in developing the nascent local, na
tional, and international institutions 
of the New World Order. 

We must discern in this communi
cation the existence of divided opin
ions reported to Haifa, and the vital 
need of "preserving the unity of our 
beloved Faith . , . to concentrate 
upon the thoughts expressed in the 
Proclamation, and to desist from all 
further speculation on the future de
velopment of the institutions of the 
Faith-speculation which can only 
give rise to those very differences 
of interpretation forbidden by 
Baha'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Baha, and 
against which they repeatedly 
warned us." 

For the older believers the condi
tion resembles those days of grief 
and speculation following the passing 
of the Master until the light of Divine 
assurance was rekindled in our 
hearts by Shoghi Effendi in his sta
tion and capacity of Guardian. 

"Baha'u'llith has left the divine sys
tem He conceived, the Master elab
orated and the Guardian clarified. 
but th~ divinely-guided scion of His 
house, Shoghi Effendi, has, for rea
sons none of us can fathom, been 
lilted from the pattern. What he has 
left us is more than sufficient for us, 
the Community of the Most Great 
Name, to establish the first stages 
of that world-redeeming Order 
Baha'u'Uah has given to mankind. 

AUG"S! 195' 

Hands of the Cause and national representatives at the 
.{Ia-?iratu'l-Quds Of Australia in Sydney for a press confer
ence during the intercontinental Conference. Left to right 
are: S. A. Suleimani (Formosa)J Latu Tu'akihekoto (Tonga), 
M. Zenimoto (Japan), A. Samini (Indonesia), Hands Of tile 
Cause Mrs. Clara Dunn and H. Conis Featherstone of Aus-

tralia, and Mrs. SuleimanL 

"Our sacred obligation is to fulfill 
our Guardian's wishes, ... leaving 
the overall scheme of God to unfold 
as He sees fit, in His mysteriolls 
ways, in the days to come." 

This communication. dear friends 
and co-workers, requires the under
standing and obedient response of 
every member of the Baha'i commu
nity. Without that wholehearted obe
dience, one's faith would be fatally 
incomplete. 

The western mind is prone to re
ject the element of mystery, and for 
it substitute its own rational expla
nation or human speculation. A 
prim al elem ent of revelation is th at 
it both reveals sacred truths we can 
understand, and mysteries which we 
must accept and not attempt to pene
trate. The unknowable mystery is the 
spiritual universe in which the re
vealed truths are as the glitter of 
stars. 
-U.S, NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Death of Relentless Enemy 
Sohrab, relentless enemy faith aft

er witnessing (for) third (of a) cen
tury (the) irresistible spread (of the) 
Holy Cause, (in) forty-five hundred 
centers (under) guidance beloved 
Guardian, died (the) first (of) Ri<;l
Vi~mt every hope frustrated, every 
plan extinguished, every ambition 
thwarted. (This) striking evidence 
(of) God's avenging wrath (on the) 

one hand (and) on (the) other (the) 
unfailing protection (of the) commu
nity (and) institutions reared (by 
the) beloved Guardian inspires be
lievers (to) arise (and) serve (with) 
renewed courage (and) dedication 
(to) insure (the) complete success 
(of the) crusade. 
Share message (with) Hands (and) 
national assemblies. 

(Signed) HANDSFAITH 
Ap ril 28, 1958 

Beloved Friends: 
This cablegram from the Hands of 

the Faith in the Holy Land sent to 
all Hands and all national assemblies 
completes the historical records of 
Covenant-breaking in America after 
the passing of 'Abdu'l-Baha. Of the 
few who rejected the Will and Testa
ment, Ahmad Sohrab. working 
through the New History Society, be
came the outstanding, bitter, and re
sourceful foe of the Guardian and 
the Baha'i Administrative Order. 

As the message states, his every 
hope was frustrated, his every plan 
extinguished, and his ambition 
thwarted. Once mOre the Baha'is 
have been witness to the avenging 
wrath of God and His continuous 
protection of the Baha'i community 
and its institutions. 

Such an event cannot but inspire 
the believers in all countries to arise 
and insure the "complete success of 
the Crusade. It 
-U.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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Beloved Friends: 
Assurance of victory in the re

maining goals of the World Crusade 
is established for the American 
Baha'i community through the gIo
rius achievements already won. In 
1953 these achievements appeared to 
be remote, if not impossible. Let us 
summarize the record. which should 
be an intimate part of our Baha'i 
knowledge. 

Of twenty-nine virgin areas to be 
opened, twenty-six areas have been 
upened, the remaining three being 
inaccessible. The most recent victory 
has been the placing of a pioneer in 
Spitzbergen. 

In the consolidation areas allotted 
to the United States, two national 
assemblies have been formed (Alas
ka and France) and eleven regional 
national assemblies are established. 

More than twenty languages have 
been translated and published. 

All three Temple sites (Johannes
burg, Panama, Stockholm) have be 
acquired. 

Assurance of Victory 

Thirty-three out of thirty-four 
1:Ia?iratu'l-Quds have been acquired. 

All thirty-four endowments have 
been purchased. 

Eighty-two out of the necessary 100 
local assemblies in the United States 
have been incorporated. 

One hWldred ninety-seven local as
semblies out of the necessary 300 in 
the United States have been elected. 

The Temple landscaping has been 
completed. 

The first Temple accessory, the 
Baha'i Home, is nearly cQmpleted. 

Ninety-four American pioneers 
have achieved the distinction of nom
ination by the Guardian as Knights 
of Baha'u'llah. 

Three hundred and fourteen Amer
ican pioneers were serving in for
eign fields as of April 21, 1958. 

The Primal Goa I 
The Crusade tasks still to be 

achieved revolve around the all-im
portant Baha'i goal-the election of 
the Universal House of Justice, the 

Pillars of which are the various na
tional spiritual assemblies. Thus, the 
existing regional assemblies are to 
be replaced by national assemblies 
in each country: Europe. 11; West
ern Hemisphere, 20; South Pacific. 1. 

A total of thirty-two national spir
itual assemblies are to be formed. 
by the American Baha!i community 
in co-operation with the regional as
semblies now actively functioning. 

The recent Intercontinental Con
ference in Chicago made appeals for 
pioneers from the participating as
semblies of the Western Hemisphere: 
Central America, the minimum need. 
is seventeen pioneers this year; 
Greater Antilles, eleven pioneers; 
Brazil, Peru, Colombia, Ecuador, and 
Venezuela. forty-five pioneers; Ar
gentina, Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay. 
and Uruguay, a considerable number. 

American Baha'is through their 
National Assembly are to make gen
erous contributions to the cost of 
Temples jn Frankfort and Sydney. 

Th e spec~fic requirements of the 

Foundation ceremony at the site of the Maffiriqu't-A<Qtkar in Sydney, Australia, held on March 22, 1958, during 
the Intercontinental ConfeTence. 
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homefront, to be presented to the 
friends in a series of communica
tions, are inseparably intertwined 
with the goals abroad, since the 
hornefront is the source of the pio
neers and the budgets needed to bring 
the Crusade tasks to completion. 

Our Supreme Privilege 
No people since the dawn of history 

has had the God-given privilege be
stowed upon the American Baha'is 
of being the decisive factor in the 
formation of the Universal House of 
Justice. The unerring guidance as
sured to its members, the powers 
and functions assigned to this institu
tion, the vital role it must assume in 
fulfilling the prophecies concerning 
the coming of the Kingdom on earth 
-all these considerations inspire the 
hearts with clear vision, mature ca
pacity, and inflexible resolve. 

Actually, the destiny of the hUman 
race is involved in our individual 
services and our community under
takings during the next few years. 
This is the hour when the latent 
heroism of the soul sustained by God 
will become manifest, and the idols 
of the vain imaginations of the world-

Iy people will be broken forever and 
the power of the Manifestation of 
God will rule mankind. 

May each and every American 
Baha'i pondeT the hour in which he 
is living, and turn with aU his power 
to the Supreme! 

For this mission the beloved 
Guardian labored during thirty~six 
years in order to prepare the com
mWlity chosen and blessed by 
'Abdu'l-Baha. In assuring the victory 
of the World Crusade we demonstrate 
our devotion to Shoghi Effendi and 
our worthiness to receive the bless
ings he showers upon us from the 
realms above. 
-U.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Reports to Hands in Holy Land 

The Hands of tbe Faith in the Holy 
Land request all national and 
regional assemblies to publish the 
following instructions in their N ews
letters: 

"The assemblies and believers are 
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kindly requested to address all re
ports of the progress of the work of 
the Faith to the Hands in the Holy 
Land, as a group, and not in the 
names of or addresses through any 
one of the Hands serving here. As 
there are no officers or secretaries 
amongst us, and as we wish to serve 
our most beloved Guardian in com
plete unity, forgetful of personality 
but mindful only of our sacred re
sponsibility, we request the friends 
from now on to address all letters 
sending us messages, or calling our 
attention to certain matters, enclos
ing reports Or contributions, to THE 
HANDS OF THE FAITH, P.O. Box 155, 
HAIFA, ISRAEL. Any contribution should 
be made out to the BAHA'f CUSTO
DIANS FUND, as it facilitates our 
arrangements here. Each of us will 
be happy always to hear from our 
dearly-loved friends as individuals; 
but matters pertaining to the Cause 
of God and its work which the be
lievers desire to call to the attention 
of the Hands cannot be taken up 
officially unless addressed to us, as 
a body." 

-HANDS OF THE FAITH 

IN THE HOLY LAND 

Baha'is attending the Intercontinental Conference in Sydney, AustTalia, in March 1958. 
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Additional Reports of 1958 National Conventions 

The Convention opened with 
prayers in English by the Knight of 
Baha'u'llah, Mrs. Edith Craig, in Per
sian by S. A. Suleimani, and in Japa
nese by Naomi Hashimoto. Sixteen 
of the nineteen delegates attended; 
the Convention was deprived of the 
presence of the delegate from Tai
wan, and the two from Korea, both 
of who had exerted an arduous 
heartbreaking three-month effort to 
get passports and visas in vain. FrOm 
every other area in North East Asia 
however, except Macau and the ye~ 
unopened territories of Hainan and 
Sakhalin Islands, Baha'is had come. 

National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahci'is of North East 
Asia for 1958-1959. 

Under the chairmanship of Yadul
lah Rafeat, the Convention proceeded 
with efficiency, and at the same time 
in a free atmosphere of consultation. 
The first of the Convention was high
lighted by Hand of the Cause Agnes 
Alexander's talk on the functions of 
the Custodians of the Faith. Her last 
words echoed the Master's plea to 
spread continuously the Teachings 
and diffuse the Hholy fragrances." 

North East Asia 

With the last and most powerful 
of the beloved Guardian's messages 
to the Bahli'is of North East Asia 
in his own handwriting set before 
them in photostatic copies, and with 
the presence of his dearly loved and 
revered Hand of the Cause Agnes 
Alexander and Auxiliary Board Mem
ber William Maxwell to further guide 
and inspire them, the assembled del
egates to the Second Annual Con
vention of the Baha'is of North East 
Asia in Tokyo, Japan, answered the 
roll call on the morning of April 
25,1958. 

The world-wide message of the Cus
todians of the Faith uplifted the Con
vention to fresh resolve, and all eyes 
turned with broadened vision from 
the overall objectives of the Crusade 
to the assigned tasks revealed by 
the beloved Guardian in his Six-Year 
subsidiary plan for their particular 
area. 

As the record of the past year 
was read, his words of admonish
ment and encouragement took on a 
solemn meaning; his sacrifice and 
the legacy of the Guardianship had 
thrown our shortcomings into sharp 
relief. 

His statement that "nothing short 
of complete dedication to the ob
j ectives of the Six-Year Plan you are 

called upon to fulfill, and of the ut
most sacrifice on your part , .. can 
ensure the success to which I con
fidently look forward ... ," reminded 
us we had been given the clear re
quirement and secret of success. 
More deeply understanding that grat
itude for being offered the unique 
opportunity to execute the Plan of 
God could be vindicated only by obe
dient fulfillment of his unerring guid
ance, the Convention devoted itself 
to the election and the deliberation 
on the ways and means of prosecut
ing its part of the Spiritual Crusade. 

Cable on Memorial Fund 

In response to the cable from the 
Hands in Haifa, which offered yet a 
further privilege, that of contribut
ing to the monument for the resting 
place of Shoghi Effendi in London, 
the Convention came to the agree
ment that contributions should ex
press a single, unified spirit of all 
the Baha'is of North East Asia. The 

SecDnd Annual Convention of the BaM'is of North East Asia in session at 
Tokyo, Japan, April 25-27, 1958. 
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attendants at the Convention there
fore restrained themselves and for 
the most part, reserved their pl~dge 
for the combined contribution of the 
community. 

Ridvan Feast 
The Baha'is of Tokyo and Yoko

hama were hosts at the Feast of 
Ric;lvan. It was a fell()wship which 
connected hearts beyond the confines 
of that gathering, across the expanse 
of the Pacific Ocean to the brother 
communities in the Antipodes. It was 
on this occasion that Habib Sabet 
showed the motion pictures of the 
Sydney Intercontinental Conference. 

Public Proclamation 
During Convention 

The ()pp()rtunity for the difiusi()n 
()fthe Light of the F ai th was ea gerly 
seized upon by those responsible for 
the Convention arrangements. There 
was s.plendid newspaper publicity in 
the Tokyo and national newspapers 
of Japan, as well as radio annOWlce
ments on three consecutive days. 

A public congres s on the second 
night 'Of the Convention featured Hiro
yasu Takano and Philip Marangella, 
who spoke in Japanese and English, 
respectively. The mild but impelling 
manner of Mr. Takano harmonized 
with the dynamic and eloquent 
speech ()f Mr. Marangella for a unity 
()f appeal that could not fail t() affect 
every listener. 

National Assembly Election 
The election of the new National 

Spiritual Assembly marked the mid
point and spiritual climax of the Con
vention. The Assembly and its of
ficers include: William Maxwell Jr., 
chairman; Hiroyasu Takano, vice
chairman; Yadullah Rafeat, secre
tary; Mrs. Barbara Sims, recording 

.., ..... , .......... u ... 
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Delegate~ at.the N~tional Convention of the Baha'is of North 
East Afnca In Ap,..! 1958, reported in BAHA'i NEWS for July. 

secretary; Philip -Marangella, treas
urer; and Mis s Agnes Alexander 
Michitoshi Zenimoto, Nourredi~ 
Momtazi. and Dr. David Earl. 

Progress of Six-Year Plan 
With hearts and minds correctly 

oriented by the impelling message 
from the Custodians of the Faith, the 
Convention proceeded to focus at
tention upon the record of achieve
ment in North East Asia for the past 
year. The number of adherents in
creased by more than 30 per cent; 
five new local spiritual assemblies 
came into being; six new centers 
were established; incorporation of 
the National Spiritual Assembly was 
practically consummated; negotia
tions for the incorporation of firmly
grounded local spiritual assemblies 
were initiated; a National Baha'i 
Fund was begun and its expenditure 
()f 1,39Q,600 Yen and ()f $8,456.00 bal
anced; the holding of regular fire
sides and of special conferences 
throughout the entire area indicated 
the teaching phase of the process of 

consolid:ation in the previously opened 
territories was, not neglected; the 
_number of separate translation 
projects in Korea was raised to elev
en; the publication of a second edi
tion of a comprehensive study plan 
was put to use; four translation proj
~cts were completed in Japan, bring
mg the total number of translations 
to seven; in T aiw an the booklet 
Baha'i World Fait'h was revised and 
printed; summer schools in Korea 
Japan, and Taiwan met with unpreC: 
edented success; a Baha'i burial 
?,round was acquired in Japan; the 
In trodu:ction of the F ai th to the J ap
anese Islands of Hokkaido Shikoku 
Naoshima, and Teshima. a~d the KO: 
rean island of Chaeju raised the num
ber of islands opened to the Faith to 
seven, not to mention the Pescadores 
Islands and Okinawa Island visited 
by pioneer Philip Marangella; plans 
to acquire a site for the first Mash
riqu'l-A~hkar of this region On the 
lofty slopes of Mt. Fuji in Japan were 
almost concluded. 

Attainment of Remaining Goals 
The Convention then turned to the 

challenging requirements set by the 
Guardian. HAn effort," he had writ
ten, "unprecedented in its scope and 
intensity, must be exerted to attain 
speedily and completely, the specifi~ 
objectives of this Plan." 

Delegates and visitors to the Second Annual Convention. of the Baha'is of 
N<>rth East Asia in Tokyo, Japan, em April 25-27, 1958. 

The imperative nature of those ob
jectives had been underlined by the 
convention message from the U.S. 
National Spiritual Assembly when it 
expressed hope for the early COm

pletion of thos e goals. Determined to 
redeem the shortcomings of the past, 
the delegates deliberated on the ac
tion that must lead to the attainment 
of these remaining objectives. Teach-
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Hand of the Cause Tara;u'\!ah Samandari (fourth jrom left); 
'Abdu'l-Rahim Yazdi, chairman of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of North East Africa (second from left); and 

friends at the North East Africa National Convention. 

ing, literature, and the FlUld were 
the main topics considered. 

Final Day of Convention 
On the last day of the Convention 

Hand of the Cause Agnes Alexander 
again spoke to the friends, this time 
on the epoch-making Intercontinen
tal Conference in Sydney. She told 
of the potential spiritUal brotherhood 
between Japan and Australia. It was 
through her inspiration that National 
Assembly member Michitoshi Zeni
moto, a native Japanese who had 
been a casualty in the atomic blast 
of Hiroshima, was enabled to ac
company her to this Conference. In 
a letter to Miss Alexander, Hand of 
the Cause Collis Featherstone had 
pointed out this realization of the 
Guardian's wish that someday the 
Australian and Japanese friends 
would invite each other to their 
homes had come true when Mr. Zeni
moto became a guest in the homes of 
friends in numerous Australian com
munities. 

India and Burma 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

of the Baha'is of India and Burma 
for 1953-1959 includes the following 
members, listed with their elected 
officers: G. A. Amreliwala, chair
man; Dr. M. E. Lukmani, vice-chair
man; Hooshmand Fatheazam, sec
retary; A. A. Sutt t assistant secre
tary; R. N. Shah, treasurer; and 
K. J. Hakimian, Dr. K .K. Bhargava, 
S. Chatterjea, and Mrs. Shirin Bo
man. 

Scandinavia and Finland 
The Annual Convention of the 

Baha'is of Scandinavia and Finland, 
meeting in Stockholm, Sweden, 
elected the following members to 

7 

the National Spiritual Assembly for 
1958-1959: John Nielsen, chairman; 
Palle Bischoff, vice-chairman' Gerd 
Strand, correspomling sec~etary; 
L0tus Grace Nielsen, recording and 
assistant secretary; Gudrun Ofste
gaard, treasurer; and Modesta 
Hvide, Hans Odemyr. Lisbeth An
dersen, and Jean Bonn. 

As Finland has no member on this 
Regional Assembly, the National 
Assembly. meeting after the conven
tion t pledged special vigilance to the 
needs and requirements of this coun
try for the coming year. 

Twenty-seven Baha'is attending 
this Convention went to the Temple 
ground for a program of prayers. On 
May 2 the following cablegram was 
sent to our friends and spiritual par-
ents in the United States: "Pur
chase completed May 2, loving 
greetings American Baha'is gath
ered conference whose sacrifice 
made this possible. NSA SCAN
FIN." 

-GERD STRAND 

Southeast Asia 
After a year of functioning under 

their newly-formed Regional Spirit
ual Assembly, the Baha'is of South
east Asia met in Singapore for their 
Second Annual Convention, April 29· 
May 2. 

A year of operations brought to the 
foreground the need for consultation 
on many topics. Of principal concern 
was the matter of enlarging the 
Baha'i community by increasing the 
number of centers and local spiritual 
assemblies; acquiring of I;fa?iratu'l-

The impact of the successive com
munications from Haifa, of the ac
counts of the Sydney Intercontinental 
Conference. of the many messages 
from Auxiliary Board members and 
believers from Japan, Korea, and 
America all stirred those present to 
reconsecrate themselves to the pros
ecution of their assigned role in the 
Spiritual Crusade. All hearts were 
drawn together by a prayer by Hand 
of the Cause Agnes Alexander, and 
the Convention closed with the in
spiring words of the Guardian urg
ing us "to arise" still resounding in 
Our minds and hearts. 

-JOHN McHENRY 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Central and 

East Africa for 1958-1959. 
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National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 
Switzer~and fOT 1958-1959_ 

of Italy and 

Quds, endowments, burial grounds; 
publication of literature in the vari· 
DUS needed languages; and the se· 
L"l1ring of recognition of Baha'i 
marriage and Holy Days, as well 
as the incorporating of local assem
blies. All of these goals are contained 
in the Six·Year Plan which the 
Baha'is of this region adopted. Em· 
phasis was placed upon a need for 
deepening work among the many new 
groups and assemblies, and for un· 
derstanding of the importance 01 
maintaining a regular flow of funds. 

There was earnest discussion on 
ways to facilitate settlement of two 
remaining World Crusade goals-the 
Cocos Islands and Nicobar Island. 
There is also a need to establish the 
Faith in British North Borneo. 

A cable from the Hands of the 
Faith in Haifa brought joy to the 
friends with its acknowledgement of 
the victories won and the statement 
that these were "comparable (to) 
news (of) African continent." One 
of the pioneers, Dr. K. M. Fozdar, 
who had made many of these vic· 
tories possible, passed away sudden
ly just a few days prior to the con
vention. In speaking of him Mr. A. 
Samimi, secretary of the convention, 
stated that he was the first pioneer 
to Singapore and had taught many 
of the believers in Malaya and Singa
pore. 

Dr. R. Muhajer, Mr. Leong Tat Chee, 
Mr. Yankee Leong, Jamshed Foz
dar, and Mr. G. Saurajen. 

Summer Schools Follow Convention 
The first Regional Summer School 

in Malaya was held on May 3-4_ 
Classes were attended not only by 
Baha'is, but also by a number of 
interested guests who were invited. 
A Kuching Summer School was 
scheduled for May 10_ 

e 

Two Auxiliary Board Members 
Appointed for Indonesia. S. Pacific 

The Hands of the Cause for Asia 
have appointed Jamshed Fozdar and 
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Kishin V. Khemani, members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of South East Asia t as mem. 
bers of the Auxiliary Board for In. 
donesia and the South Pacific area. 

Other members of the Auxiliary 
Board of the Hands of the Cause for 
Asia include: Mrs. Elena Fernie Carl 
A. Scherer, Davood Toeg, Abba~ Ally 
Butt, Hadi Rahmani, Dr. Manuchihr 
Salmanpur, Mrs. Mamie Seto

t 
Wil

liam Maxwell, Islandiar K. B, Bakh
tiari, CoL Yadullah Vahdat and 
Sami Doktoroglu. ' 

Universal Auxiliary Language 

A Study and Lecture Reference 
The Baha'i principle that a uni

versal auxiliary language would be 
chosen and taught in schools through. 
out the world has not been particu. 
larly stressed by believers in recent 
years, the reason no doubt being the 
greatly decreased interest in Esper
anto. Nevertheless the teachings 
make it clear that this principle has 
a decisive influence in the establish
ment of a world society. 

A recently published work, One 
Language faT the W or~d, by Mario 
Pei (the Devin-Adair CompanY1 New 
York, 1958) offers BaM_'i students 
and public speakers a well integrated 
exposition of the need for such a Ian. 
guage, the past attempts to solve the 
problem, and the nature of its future 
solution. This book is commended as 
an impartial, scholarly, yet simply 
written treatise admirably suited as 
background information for Baha'is. 

The newly elected Regional Spir
itual Assembly for Southeast Asia 
consists of Chairman, Mrs. Shirin 
Fozdar; Vice-Chairman, Mr. K. H. 
Pay man ; Secretary, Mr. A. Samimi; 
Treasurer, Mr. Ki.shin Khemani; and 

Bahci'is attending the Sixth Annua! Convention of 
Bern on Apri~ 26-27,1958_ 

Italy and Switzerland in 



A typical North Sea storm on the Frisian Islands. 
Shoghi Effendi, in his 1954 Convention Message, re
ferred to the Frisian Islands as "the wind-swept and 

inhospitable archipelagos of the North Sea." 

T HE Frisian Islands, partly belonging to Holland 
and partly to Germany, were virgin goals as

signed to the German National Spiritual Assembly and 
to be opened during the Ten-Year Plan. 

Inspired at the Intercontinental Conference of Stock
holm in July, 1953, three pioneers left before the clos
ing of the Holy Year for those remote regions in the 
North Sea. Gertrui Ankersmlt went to Texel; Ursula 
v. Brunn, with her little daughter Gisela, chose Wyk 
on the Isle of Fohr; and Elsa Maria Grossmann moved 
to Westerland on Sylt. Gertrui Ankersmit tried very 
hard to get settled on Texel. She made several good 
contactst had firesides, but could not get a lasting 
job, and when finally she had fallen very ill, she was 
forced to leave. Ursula v. Brunn, with Gisela, remained 
one year and a half on the island of Fohr, where she 
made valuable contacts and gave the Message to many 
people, They were followed by Elsa Klagas, who got 
a satisfying job in Wyk and has, up to this date, 
tirelessly worked to contact people and make them 
acquainted with the Faith. 

The writer of these lines arrived in Westerland on 
September 24, 1953. When she left the train-for the 
Isle of Sylt is connected with the European Continent 
by a twelve kilometres-long dam throughout the flat 
sea-the clock was just striking noon, exactly the 
tiIne. for prayer. In this very moment that little island 
became included in the big Baha'i circle because 
Baha'u'llah chose to put His finger on its soill 

After one year, on the Bab's Birthday, the first 
believer, a lady from Hamburg living in Westerland, 
adhered to the Cause. Since then we have had many 
firesides and several study classes, and even had many 
opportunity of mentioning the Faith in a greater circle 
of interested people. Two Hands of the Cause, Dr. 
Miihlschlegel and Dr. Grossmann, lent their kind as
sistance-the latter also to Wyk on F5hr. Their loving 
spirit remained with us as a lasting source of in
spiration. Lately our friend Bertha Gri.inewald~ a Baha'i 
from the Continent, is planning to settle in Westerland. 

Piooeers Serve 00 'Frismo Isillotls 

Like Lighthouses Over Stormy Seu 

Mrs. Martha Petersen Of Westerland/Sylt (left), the 
first resident to accept the Faith Of Bahd'u'Uah in the 
Frisian Islands, Mrs, Elsa Klagas (right), Baha'i 

p-ioneer in Wyk/ Fohr, Frisian Islands. 

Several times the Baha'is of this region have gath
ered on the isles of F5hr and Sylt, in order to discuss 
problems, which are so much the same in both places, 
and to double our strength and give us mutual con
solation. Pioneering in these spots is hard work. Our 
daily experiences are mostly disappointing and again 
and again we have to make a new start. 

As a rule the people of these islands calmly listen 
to the news of the Cause when they hear it, even 

The oldest house on Westerlund/Sylt, 330 years old, 
where Baha'i pioneer Elsa Maria Grossmann Uved for 
three years, and where many study classes were held. 
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Miss Elsa Marie Grossmann (right), 
first Baha'i pioneer to Westerland; 
Sytt, Frisian Islands, and Mrs. Bertha 
Grunewald, who settled there in 1957. 

during a longer period, but you can
not in the least realize what they 
are thinking of in their inmost 
hearts. Only, in the moment they 
recognize its claim, they retire and 
withdraw. This happens to us again 
and again, almost with mathemati
cal accuracy. 

Yet there is quite another happen
ing worthy of recordJ for it fills the 
heart with joy and hope. There was 
a fine and very cultured old lady 
of pure Frisian origin and belonging 
to ODe of the oldest families of this 
place. She, with the swiftness of 
lightning, grasped the truth of the 
Cause, its authority and weight. She 
loved to listen to its teachmgs, to 
inhale their loving atmosphere, and 
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talked about them to others. When 
finally she fell very ill, still in her 
fleeing earthly days the Teachings 
gave her consolation and she men
tioned them to the very last lapse 
of her life. After having passed away 
from this world, we feel her spirit 
even stronger amongst us than ever 
before and trust that the Beloved 
of our hearts may bestow upon her 
the full knowledge of His Glory! 

The ancestors of the Frisian folks 
were mostly navigators, intelligent, 
keen, and bold, and they loved their 
freedom more than their own lives, 
as said in one of their escutcheons: 
"Rather dead, than slave!" But 
many of them also were pirates and 
did not care about leading astray the 
ships seeking refuge at their islands 
from storms and tempests of the 
sea, and to kill the mariners, in 
order to rob their vessels and their 
loading. Of course they never did 
such things to any of their own 
people. Quite on the contrary, they 
unhesitatingly risked their lives, in 
order to 5 ave them from sea ~trou~ 
bles. There is another old device, 
mirroring forth still another side of 
the Frisian character, which funs: 
llA pure heart-a clear horizon! p, 

It seems to me that many of the 
attributes of the Frisian ancestors 
have nowadays been transmitted to 
their great-grandchildren; but in the 
last hundred years some of these 
little islands have become seaside 
resorts and a great love for materi
alism and making money as quickly 
as possible has brought quite a new 
aspect to the development of the 
Frisian character. On]y future time 
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will show what may come out ot it, 
but we know, spiritually seen, that 
it will depend only upon how people 
accept the Cause of God. 

The landscape of these regions is 
a very beautiful one, rough in a 
way, but in summer very rich 
through its variety of colors and its 
ever-changing play of light, and 
clouds, and winds. It may happen to 
you that, being-perhaps in autumn 
-quite alone on the solitary, endless 
dunes and preceiving nothing but 
this primary landscape with its 
infinite sky and sea, you suddenly 
feel that tremendous, almost annihi
lating loneliness as it might have 
been experienced by a first man in 
a first creation. 

The story of the opening of the 
Frisian Islands to the Cause of God 
is, as yet experienced, not a very 
crimson~colored one, when com
pared with many others from more 
radiant pioneer places. This was for 
a long time a heavy load on us here, 
but only the fact that our beloved 
Guardian was fully aware of the 
situation and often transmitted us 
his inspiration and loving comfort, 
lightened its weight. We think of the 
little white lighthouses everywhere 
on these islands, looking over the 
se a calmly and firmly, and fully in
different to the storms and tempests 
around them, just showing the seek
ing sailor the right route. This ex
actly is our way: to be like light~ 
houses of His Cause for whomsoever 
seeks His Path. And this finally, if 
God willing, may lead to His spirit
ual victory. 

-ELSA MAluA. GROSSMANN 

Baha'is of Daidanaw, Burma" gathered to hear A. A. Butt, member of the Auxiliary Board of the Hands of the 
Cause for Asia. 

= 
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Hand of the Cause Leroy loas 
Appeals for the Homefront 

One of the joyous experiences of 
the delegates and visitors to the U.S. 
Fiftieth Annual Convention was to 
see and hear the revered Hand of 
the Cause. Leroy C. Ioas, who is in 
the United States far several months 
of rest following his years of stren
uous services at the World Center 
of the Faith, as assistant secretary 
to the beloved Guardian and secre
tary of the International Baha'i 
Council. 

Always intensely interested in 
teaching, Mr. loas participated brief
ly in the consultation on this subject 
at the Convention, pointing out that 
even during the period of the great 
dispersion of Baha'is to all parts of 
the world the beloved Guardian 
talked continually about the home
front and the need of replenishing 
it so that the lifeblood might continue 
to stream out from America to all 
parts of the globe. 

He quoted Shoghi Effendi as say
ing that if the believers would do as 
he said, would follow his instructions 
and become the agency through 
which he could work, they would be 
amazed at the victories that they 
would win for the Faith. His special 
plea to the friends was that we be
come the reeds through which the 
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Official we!come to the Bah(Pi Summer School at Mt. Egmont, New Zealand, 
given by A. G. Honnor (extreme right), mayor of the city of New Plymouth. 

spirit of the Guardian can function 
in the world and become the medium 
for salvation to a dying society "be
cause that is the main task of the 
remaining five years of this great 
global Crusade." 

HOurs is the privilege," said Mr. 
loas. "to be the handful of people 
who will bring to realization the 
dream of the prophets of old for 
which Daniel himself set the date 

of 1963. When we gather at the World 
Conclave in that year, let it be not 
a handful of Baha'is but an evidence 
of the dynamic spiritual power of 
those who are resurrected in the 
Name of the Lord, so that the glory 
of the Lord might cover the earth 
as the waters cover the sea, and the 
universal spirit of BahA'u'Uah might 
bring salvation to the mu1titudes over 
the face of the earth." 

Hand of the Cause Dhikrtt'!!dh Khddem, and Auxiliary Board members A. A. Butt and Isf(mdiar K. Bakhtiari 
with the Baha~is 01 Rangoon~ Burma. 
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Newly Established Local Spiritual Assemblies, Formed 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is oj Makassar, 
Su~awesi, Indonesia, formed April 21, 1958. 

FiTst Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Palermo, 
Sicily, formed on April 21, 1958. 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha~is of Bangli, 
Bali, Indonesia, formed Apri! 21, 1958. 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Usumbura, 
Ruanda-Urundi, formed on ApTil 21, 1957. 

F?'rst Loca~ Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Toungoo, 
Burma, formed April 21, 1958. 

First Local Spiritu.al Assembly of the Baha'is of Belize~ 
British Honduras, Central America, formed on April 21, 1958. 
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Ridvan 115, Represent Many Countries of the World 

First Loca! Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is Of Kenitra, 
Morocco, formed on April 21, 1958. 

First Loca! Spiritual Assemb!y Of the Baha'is of Akashi, 
Japan, formed on Apri! 21, 1958. 

First Local Spiritual Assembly Of the Baha'is oj Kanowit, 
Kuching, Sarau;ak, formed Apri! 21, 1958. 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Bahci'is Of Meknes, 
Morocco, formed on April 21, 1958, including a Berber couple 

standing at left;. 

First Local Spiritual Assembly oj the Baha'is of Singli, 
Sumatra, Indonesia, formed April 21, 1958. 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Jasin, 
Ma!ayc, formed April 21, 1958. 
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Dr. Giachery Shares Platform 
With Phoenix Religious Leaders 

A public meeting on the theme, 
"The Day God Declared Himself to 
Man," held in the auditorium of the 
Phoenix library building on May 26, 
was the occasion for a wider and 
more effective proclamation of the 
Faith ever possible in that city. Spon
sored by the Local Baha'i Assembly, 
the program featured a panel discus
sion shared by a rabbi of the leading 
Jewish congregation of Phoenix, a 
canon from the Episcopal Cathedral, 
a speaker for the Moslem Faith, and 
Dr. Ugo Giachery as Baha'i represen
tative. The date coincided as nearly 
as possible with the anniversary of 
the Declaration of the Bab and the 
Jewish Holy Day of Shevous. 

Each participant limited his re
marks to the high points of the Faith 
he represented. Members of the au
dience were invited to submit writ
ten questions, of which three were 
selected for discussion by all fOUI" 
panel members. The questions pro
vided a unique opportunity for a 
convincing and clear presentation by 
Dr. Giachery of the conclusive an
swers which the Baha'i Faith offers 
to the confusing religious issues of 
our time. 

These questions were: "Do you be-

lieve the peoples of the world will 
ever be united racially or religious
ly?"; "Do you believe in Ufe after 
death?" and "Do you believe the 
Prophet of your Faith to be divine?71 
All those submitting questions were 
invited to include their name and ad
dress so that, in the event all could 
not be answered at that time, reply 
could be sent in letter form later. 

As the guests arrived in the beau
tiful auditorium which is a part of 
the growing civic center in Phoenix, 
they were greeted by youth of Phoe
nix and adjoining commlUlities who 
served as ushers and hostesses. 

Chairman for the program was 
Alton Thomas, executive director of 
the Phoenix Urban League and a 
Baha'i. Equal consideration was 
given to each speaker and no Baha'i 
literature was offered or displayed. 
Printed programs carried informa
tion regarding the identity of each of 
the speakers and the congregations 
they represented. In the case of the 
Baha'is. the phone number of the sec
retary of the local assembly was in~ 
eluded. 

Intense Preparations M.ade 
Preparations for this program in

cluded newspaper coverage, advance 
radio and television interviews with 
the chairman regarding the educa
tional quality of the program the 

Baha'i Summer School of Asmara, EritTea, held during September 1957. 

AUGUST iU' 

Baha'is were offering to the public, 
posters placed in all important loca
tions, mailing of invitations, phone 
calls and personal contacts~ an
nOlUlcements in several churches, 
and meetings for prayers by the 
Baha'is each noon for a week pre
ceding the occasion. 

The blessings conferred upon this 
effort began with the arrival of 
Dr. and Mrs. Giachery a few hours 
before the program, the attendance 
at the meeting of a capacity audience 
of approximately 300 persons show
ing obvious interest in the subject. 
and the opportunity for radio and 
television appearances for Dr. Gia
chery the following day, at which 
time direct questions regarding the 
Faith cleared the way for a broader 
presentation of the Faith than ever 
before possible through this medium. 

First Baha'i Funeral Service 
Condutted in New Zealand 

The first funeral to be performed 
entirely by B aha 'is was recently con
ducted in New Zealand, following the 
pa s sing of Mrs. Helen Parkin of 
Whangarei on March 23, 1958. 

The service was conducted by two 
women, and throughout the reading 
of the Baha'i Writings, the large con
gregation listened in rapt attention. 
It says much for the beauty of the 
readings and the great impression 
which they made that no one thought 
it incongruous for a fWleral service 
to be conducted by women. This, for 
such a conservative country, waS a 
remarkable tribute both to the man
ner in which the proceedings were 
conducted and to the power of the 
divinely inspired words which many 
of those present heard for the first 
time. 

Auxiliary Board Member Addresses 
Audience of 100 Negro Baptists 

Dr. Sarah Pereira, member of the 
Auxiliary Board for the American 
Hands of the Cause, addressed a Ne
gro audience of over one hundred 
persons on the Baha'i Faith on May 
18, 1958. 

She was the principal speaker at 
the Twelfth Annual Women's Day 
Program at St. Paul's Baptist 
Church in St. Albans, W. Va., and 
her talk stimulated an excellent re
sponse. 
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Polynesian from Tonga Island 
Attends Sydney Conference 

"It would be a great contribution 
to the world-wide character of our 
Faith to have people of this race 
active in this service and represent
ing what their race has to give as 
time goes on in the joint Baha'i na
tional and international councils." 
So wrote the Guardian concerning 
the Polynesian people to these pion
eers on May 1, 1956. 

On March 3, 1958, the Guardian's 
wish was fulfilled when a Tongan 
believer left to attend the Sydney 
Intercontinental Conference. His go
ing, like so many initial steps in the 
development of the Faith, was not 
achieved without obstacles and dif
ficulties. 

In November 1957, after the news 
of the five Intercontinental Confer
ences was received here, during a 
routine report of progress to the 
Asis Teaching Committee, it was as 
if someone prompted this pioneer 
to write, "How I wish it might be 
possible for someone, perhaps Latu, 
to go to the Djakarta Conference." 

Early in February 1958 a letter 
received here from the Asia Teach
ing Committee stated "we would 
like to explore with you the thought 
you mentioned." The thought was 
"explored" at once by the nine be
lievers of the temporary Local As
sembly here, who decided they 
would like to send sam eDne to the 
Sydney Conference if financial help 
could be given, and the fairest way 
would be for everyone to vote for 
the representative. Carefully word
ed cables flew back and forth be
tween here and the Asia Teaching 
Committee. Ballots were sent out to 
the believers on other islands with 
letters explaining the whole affair. 

While waiting for the out-of-town 
ballots to be received, it was 
learned with dismay that the letters 
and ballots sent to two believers 
temporarily on an island eighty 
miles away were still in the post 
office here. No boat was going for 
about two weeks. It was impossible 
to explain what was happening by 
telegram; neither could the two be
lievers vote by telegram. So the vot
ing meeting had to be held without 
those two votes as booking and 
travel formalities would not wait. 

The result of the voting was that 
Latu, one of the two believers eighty 
miles away, who knew nothing of 
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Map of New Zealand shOWing Baha'i Centers. Local 
spiritual assemblies and groups are identified on the 
index by white and gray triangles; locations of isolated 

believers are listed. 

what had transpired, was chosen. 
A brief telegram was sent asking 
his acceptance and requesting him 
to be vaccinated immediately, if he 
could go. The most important step, 
however, was to cable the Austral
ian National Assembly to secure ca
bled landing permission from the 
Australian Immigration Department 
for Latu, without which transporta
tion could not be purchased. The 
days ticked by. No reply from Aus
tralia was received concerning the 
permit. The only boat from Tonga 
enabling Latu to reach Australia in 
time for the Conference was to 
leave March 3. 

On February 19 Lalu managed to 
get passage on a schooner to bring 
him back here, and as he boarded 
the vessel, our letter telling him 
what it was all about, was handed 
to him-after two weeks' delay~ 

On his arrival here we again ca
bled the Autralian National Assem-

bly about the landing permit and 
still no reply came. We had been 
trying to carry out this business, as 
all else has been done here, in ac
cordance with the Guardian's ad
vice that the work in Tonga should 
be carried on very discreetly. How
ever, by February 25, with only 
three business days remaining be
fore the boat left, we were desper
ate; so after consultation, we de
cided to invoke the aid of the British 
Consul. Accordingly an urgent cable 
was sent from his office. A day or 
so later, the cabled permission "to 
attend the Baha'l International Con
ference" was received. All our ef
forts to "keep quiet" were thus 
blown to the winds, fo r there is no 
such thing as private communi
cation-what the office boy knows, 
pretty soon everybody knows. 

However, the way was cleared to 
purchase the transportation on al
most the last day it could be bought. 
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On February 28 in a tropical thun
derstorm and torrential rain, the be
lievers came Hto bring their pres
ents for Latu, H some of them so 
drenched they had to be dried off by 
the kitchen fire before we could 
have the meeting. They hadn't quite 
raised the amount they had set 
them$elves, and the cables had cost 
more than we anticipated. The cash 
gift was presented to Latu, who re
ceived it in great humility and 
asked the prayers of the believers 
dur~ng his important mission. 

Then their sense of humour bub
bled forth. "Well, Latu, you'll be in 
Sydney during the Fast-you don't 
need to eat, so that will be enough 
money! ,. Latu, who weighs about 
three hundred pounds, laughed with 
the rest, for he does keep the Fast 
although it will be interrupted by 
his travel time. He was to visit the 
believers in Samoa and Fiji en route 
and carried with him, for printing 
in Australia. the Tongan manuscript 
of the chapters from Some An
swered Questions which is to be our 
next publication; also the letter 
from the Guardian which is quoted 
at the beginning of this story, which 
to Latu is more precious than words 
can tell, for he realizes, with great 
humility, that he was the one 
chosen to first fulfill the Guardian's 
hope. 

-ELSA BLAKELY 

First Sahara Desert Tribesman 
Enrolls in Baha'i Faith 

The Sahara-almost since history 
began the minds of men have been 
fascinated by this vast. trackless 
area of stones, sand, and sun. From 
the Nile valley it stretches a formid
able five thousand kilometers to the 
salt waves of the Atlantic, and from 
the shores of the Mediterranean, al
most two thousand to the dusty 
brushland of pre-equatorial Africa
stark sterile peaks jutting three kilo
meters into the cloudless sky, and 
endless seas of drifting sand-a 
Death Valley the magnitude of the 
entire United States. 

Most of the western half of this 
burning wasteland has, since an· 
tiquity, been dominated by the Tu
areg peoples-the proud, hostile Ber
ber tribes known worldwide as the 
veiled bluemen of the Sahara. These 
nomadic masters of the desert have 
survived until today. maintaining 
their very distinct culture by means 
of a series of developments including 
a written form of their Temajegh 
language. which facilitates the most 
vital communication about desert 
and oasis conditions; sedentary slave 
comffilUlities in oasis and mountain
ous areas; a matrilineal organization 
which maintains a high degree of 
purity of race; and a ruthless plun-
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·-derlng of all surrounding societIes.--
For more than a thousand years 

the Tuareg have each summer es
tablished a seasonal camp On the 
shores of the Niger River in the vi· 
cinity of what is now Tirnbuctoo. 
After the brief autumn rains they 
return once again to their desert 
retreats with their serfs and flocks, 
leaving behind only a slave commu· 
nity to coax a meager grain crop 
from the parched sand. 

Through the centuries this seasonal 
camp, Timbuctoo, has grown into 
a permanent trading community, 
drawing residents successively from 
the Ghana, Mandingo, Arab, and 
Songhoi Empires, and exchanging the 
products which arrive by water from 
the south for those which arrive by 
caravan from the north. 

Islam was introduced in the elev
enth century; Hwestern civilization," 
about fifty years ago. The people, 
including the Arab slaves, the Ga
bibi, and the Tuareg slaves, the Bela, 
are all nominally Muslim, but the 
practices incorporate also beliefs in 
fetishes, genii, and vampires. 

Heterogeneous peoples, concepts, 
and cultures have vied for centuries 
to dominate the scene in Timbuctoo 
and each has, in its turn, risen to a 
position of dominance only to sub
side again into the eternal sands
and always the noble Tuareg has 
hovered on the outskirts, observing, 

Third Baha'I Summer School of Burma, held at the Rangoon Center in March 1958. 
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Area of jurisdiction of the National Spiritual Assembly oj 
Northwest Africa, showing the location of Rabat and Tim

ouctoo. 

entering momentarily, but always 
disappearing again into his unchal
lenged domain-the searing hot sand 
and stones of the vast, trackless Sa
hara. 

Eighteen hundred kilometers to the 
north on RiQvan 112 Rabati, the first 
Local Spiritual Assembly was formed 
by the mutual declaration of the nine 
servants of Baha.'u'llilh in that city. 
This establishment was not unusual. 
An official stamp was designed and 
adopted, stationery printed, records 
made, and a photograph was dis
patched to Haifa-another achieve
ment, but just one more among 
many. The nascent assembly turned 
to its teaching tasks and within 
weeks two new members were en
rolled. 

Then a letter was received from 
the Holy Land. Shoghi Effendi, be
loved Guardi an of the Cause, 
expressed his sincere hope that from 
Rabat the Faith of Bah;,'u'llah would 
be "spread throughout Morocco." 
The friends were greatly pleased to 
have so great an aspiration for their 
future visited upon them; but pleas
ure soon turned to puzzlement and 
then concern, for why should Rabat 
have been chosen for this singular 
honor-and how was it to be af-

fected? 
The year 112 passed, as did 113, 

and much of 114. The teaching ac
tivities had slowed to an occasional 
contact, but no serious students of 
the Cause. And so it was when Asa
dek was invited to tea, expectations 
were not eminent. 

This young student was stopping 
in Morocco on his return trip from 
Cairo. where he had, for several 
years. sought the explanations to 
Qur'anic prophecies. He had much 
in common with a local Baha'I, S. 
Riaz Rouhani, who had spent his 
early and student years in that Egyp~ 
tian city, and soon reservations were 
replaced by a warm friendship. Each 
Sura and verse that Riaz explained 
had the dual effect of intensifying 
this new friend's interest and in
creasing his respect for his new
found source of wisdom. He began 
to devour books and to feel that per
haps he was at last discovering the 
Truth that he had sought for so long 
and for which he had travelled so 
far from his familiar Almachra. His 
search became increasingly intense 
and was culminated three weeks be
fore Ric;lvan when he, Asadek Abba, 
was enrolled in Rabat as the first 
Tuareg believer in the Cause of 
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Baha 'u'llah. His ardor, sincerity, and 
intelligence so impressed his fellow 
believers that he was chosen to serve 
on the Local Spiritual Assembly. 

He intends to return to his tribe, 
Kel Antessar, to teach. It is then 
that the people are scattered through
out the desert and the teaching work 
can best be affected. He is, in the 
meantime, sagaciously preparing 
himself with a more profound grasp· 
of his new-found Faith, and mean
while has won the friendship of a 
fellow desert inhabitant, a Maure
tanian. 

It is known, histOrically. that dur
ing the seventeenth century Moroc
co's influence extended to include 
Timbuctoo and the surrounding Su
dan. Could this "Greater Moroccou 

be that to which our Beloved Guard
ian had reference in his letter to 
Rabat? If so, the first step toward 
the accomplishment of this majestic 
aspiration has been taken, but then, 
it must also include Rio de Oro, and. 
with this in mind, we asked Mo
hamed, the Mauretanian, how far 
was his home oasis, Agjoujatt, from 
Rio de Oro. He replied, "Not too 
far-just twelve days-by camel. U 

N.W. Africa Reports Enrollments, 
Formation of New Assemblies 

The infinite variations in the de
velopment of the Faith of Baha'u'
llah in Northwest Africa are but sug
gested by the many facets of this 
gem that this month sparkles with 
the brilliance of the One Light, a 
few of which are shared herewith. 

One of the oldest established com
munities in all of Mrica, Tunis, is 
now, after its many years of inac
tivity, coming into renewed vitality. 
Under the guiding direction of the 
Regional Teaching Committee Num
ber One (there are 10 RTC's in 
Northwest Africa) the friends here 
have quietly been carrying out a 
consolidation plan for SOme time. 
Groups have been established in Kef 
and Sfax. In January a new believer 
was reported in Kef and in April Mr. 
Ghadimi, pioneering in that city, re
ported the declarations of two new 
believers. This brings the total to 
seven adults in that goal city. 

In the meantime, Tunis has also 
seen the addition of a new face as 
a result of the new activity. Recently 
the friends, here, have in addition 
made several trips down the east 
coast to Sfax, and it is hoped that 
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soon the results of this renewed 
spirit will appear there, too. 

Algeria 
Algeria is a country in which the 

passion of ultranationalism is cur
rently dominating the minds of men, 
and in which every unfamiliar ac
tivity and word is suspected of po
litical connotation. Under these 
circumstances our courageous pio
neers in Algiers are carrying out a 
plan to consolidate the basis of the 
Baha!i Faith and spread the tran
quilizing influence of its Divine Mes
sage. 

The goal cities, Constantine and 
Bonet recently were visited by Mr. 
Attar. He renewed old contacts and 
spoke with many new acquaintances 
about the Cause of Baha'u'llilh. After 
sixteen days in these cities, he re
turned to Algiers, leaving behind 
several interested persons and some 
Baha'i books. 

Morocco 

The friends throughout Morocco 
contributed to a fund established to 
defray the expenses of African be
lievers who otherwise might not have 
been able to attend the historic con· 
ference in Kampala. The contribu
tions totaled 123,755 francs (about 
$300), and were forwarded by the 
Regional Teaching Committee here 
to the Central East Africa National 
Spiritual Assembly. A letter from 
the Hands of the Cause in Africa, 
acknowledged receipt and praised 
the spirit of this contribution. This, 
in turn, has inspired the friends to 
establish another fund in Morocco to 
assure that at least three indigenous 
Moroccan believers will be permitted 
to a !tend the forthcoming Frankfurt 
Conference. 

In Ceuta, the Spanish controlled 
Moroccan port across the straits 
from Gibraltar, two new believers, 
Mr. and Mrs. Augusto Martin, have 
brought with them a revitalizing in
fluence. Your reporter visited with 
these new friends in April and can 
testify that the new enthusiasm 
among the Baha'is in that otherwise 
sleepy city is indeed an unmistak
able experience. 

Elsewhere in Morocco, the Ken
itra Local Spiritual Assembly was 
formed this Ric;lvan, and the very ac
tive friends in Meknes were success
ful in their aspirations only at the 
eleventh hour, when three contacts 
requested enrollment. The new 
Meknes Assembly in the North, and 
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Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Waterloo Iowa, 
for 1957-1958, incorporated on March 25, 1958.' 

the group with our good friend and 
very active teacher, Mr. Djalall. in 
the south, in Marrakech, now pose 
two springboards to the ultimate 
goal in Morocco--the Berber heart· 
land-the High Atlas Mountains. The 
friends in Morocco have built the 
bases for this spiritual conquest 
patiently and well for the past five 
years-surely. the ultimate victory 
will be theirs! 

Nigerian and Cameroons 

The best news from Northwest 
Africa this month comes from our 
revered Hand of the Cause, Enoch 
OUnga, who wrote very briefly, just 
before Ri9van: ,jAbout another 70 
have declared in Mamfe since Jan
uary, making a total of about 242 
new believers in six months. The 
following are new groups ready for 
local assemblies: Ossing, Takpa, 
Tinto, Talli, Tintombu, Boa and 
Etoko in the British Cameroons, and 
Akp-abuyo in Nigeria. 

"Three important chiefs: Chief Fon
gang, Chief Tataw, Chief James 
Enow, all of Mamfe, have not only 
accepted the Cause, but are serving 
it with zeal and zest." 

To this should also be added that 
the Regional Teaching Committee 
Number Ten, in addition to organiz
ing the teaching work so well in 
their area, have demonstrated their 
vision by sending Mr. Willie Enang 
to pioneer in Ghana. Mr. Enang has 
an outstanding record of achieve
ments in Nigeria, and has settled in 
Kumasi, capitol of the Ashanti dis
trict of Ghana. 

-ROBERT L. HAFER 

Coloane Island, Colony of Macau, 
Opened to Baha'i Faith 

The Portuguese COlony of Macau 
consists of three geographical units: 
the two islands Taipa and Coloane, 
and the peninsula where the city of 
Macau is located. Formerly this pen
insula was an island, but it has been 
connected with the mainland by re
claimed land. The city is one of the 
oldest foreign settlements on the 
China Coast and is situated about 
fifty miles south of Hong Kong. The 
islands of Taipa and Coloane are four 
and eight miles further south of 
Macau. 

In Macau is located the historical 
spot where the first Peace Treaty 
between China and the United States 
was signed in 1844. The site is an old 
Buddhist Temple, and is marked with 
a plaque. The stone table where the 
Treaty was signed is in excellent 
condition. 

For the Ten-Year Plan our beloved 
Guardian designated Macau as a vir
gin goal, and so the first pioneer, 
Mrs. Frances Heller, arrived here 
October 20, 1953, from the New Delhi 
Conference. Mr. and Mrs. Carl Scher. 
er left their home in Wauwatosa, 
Wisc., on September 25 headed for 
Macau as their goal, arriving on 
December 8. 1953. In April 1954, the 
three pioneers visited the Island of 
Taipa and prOclaimed the Faith 
there. 

Although a number of Baha'is had 
already visited Coloane during pre
vious. years for business reasons
these being John Chang, Sergeant 
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Local Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is of Greensboro, N.C., 
incorporated on April 2, 1958. 

Jtilio Mata, and Harry Yim-yet the 
F aitl! had not been proclaimed, and 
so on June 19, 1958, Harry Yim and 
Carl Scherer visited Coloane and of
ficially opened this island to the 
Baha'i Faith. Mr. Yim had the unique 
honor and distinction of being the 
first Baha'i to give the Message on 
this picturesque island when the sto
ry was told at the Black Sand Beach 
Tea House to Mrs. Wong, Po Kwong. 

Coloane is a lovely spot with many 
wooded hills covered with beautiful 
pine trees. Along the "Bund," or 
esplanade, a row of ancient banyan 
trees enhances the charm of this 
Chinese village and provides shade 
during the hot summer months. On 
this island a number of wealthy Ma
cauns have built summer homes and 
a number of fine bathing beaches 
are located. There are several other 
small villages besides the village of 
Coloane~ where, in the futUre the 
words of Bahil'u'llilh will be heard 
to arouse all mankind from its long 
spiritual slumber. 

-CARL SCHERER 

First Sicilian Community 
Contributes New Translations 

Taormina, located at the south 
east end of Sicily, almost reached as
sembly status within the first year 
01 the World Crusade. However, for 
material reasons, most of the mem
bers were compelled to seek posi
tions in other pa rts of Italy, and all 
efforts were then concentrated upon 
Palermo, the capital city, where an 

American pioneer family served 
prior to pioneering in France. 

Unlike Taormina, Palermo required 
four years of continuous effort be
fore the first declarations began. After 
the enrollment of the first resident 
couple, other declarations followed 
successively every few months. The 
arrival of the first Persian pioneer 
family, a mother and two sons, de
scendants of followers of the Bab and 
of one of the four Hands of Baha
'u'llih, served to accelerate the 
teaching effort and to attract three 
promising students of architecture to 
the Faith. Hand of the Cause Dr. 
U go Giachery also helped prepare 
and enroll these friends. The loving, 
ever-prayerful encouragement of the 
Italo-Swiss National Assembly and 
the European Teaching Committee; 
visits from Baha'i teachers and 
friends; and the immediate response 
to the last-minute call of the Euro
pean Teaching Committee on the part 
of another youthful descendant of a 
Hand of Bahii'u'lliih brought the for
mation of the first BaM'i local 
Spiritual Assembly in Sicily on the 
fifth Ric;lvim of the Ten-Year Plan. 

At present the Community consists 
of eleven Baha'is-the Assembly of 
four Italians, four Persians and the 
American Knight of Baha'u'llah, 
plus the first Sicilian youth and the 
young American pioneer. Six of the 
youthful members attend the Univer
sity of Palermo, gather weekly to 
plan special meetings (such as 
World youth Day) for their friends 
in Palermo and to prepare their 
monthly News Letter, in hopes of 
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stimulating greater activity in the 
promulgation of the Teachings 
among the Italo-Swiss Baha'i youth. 
So far, three letters have been mailed 
to seventy youth centers in the two 
languages, Italian and English. Three 
of these youth have already trans
lated. typed, and illustrated four cop
ies of Living Today tOT Tomorrow's 
World, placed three of the copies in 
serviceable plastic·paged books for 
immediate use in Palermo and sent 
the fourth copy to the European 
Teaching Commerce to approve and 
correct in order tha t they may 
have it printed and ready for use at 
the Frankfurt Conference for Italian 
speaking children. (All the Baha'is in 
Palermo hope to attend the Frank
furt Conference en masse in July.) 

Frequent contributions for publish
ing other essential Baha'i literature 
in Italian have been sent from Pa
lermo, including a special contribu .. 
tion in memory of Shoghi Effendi for 
the publication of Christ and Bahd'
u'Uci.h in Italian. It is interesting to 
report that an Italian translation was 
sent from Palermo of this book done 
by our Sicilian friend and her daugh
ter, because they felt "the Italian 
people should know of this great 
Truth, too." Five "Fifteen-Minute 
Talks," translated into Italian from 
the Baha'i Writings, have been given 
at the Holy Day gatherings and 
twice-a-week Fireside and Language 
Class, and put on file for further use 
in Palermo. 

Sicily indeed is greatly blessed to 
have for its Archives two glorious 
letters from the beloved Guardian to 
the Palermo believers. These should 
continue to inspire us to grasp the 
opportunity and privilege of arising 
promptly and joyously to ful!ill the 
unfinished tasks for the establish
ment of the Kingdom of God on 
Earth before it is too late. 

-EMMA M. RICE 

Baha'i International Community 
Listed in United Nations Yearbook 

The believers, and particularly the 
various national spiritual assemblies, 
are informed that the Union of In
ternational Associations has pub
lished a seventh edition (1958-1959) 
of the Yearbook of Internatiemal Or
ganizations, which lists all the non
governmental organizations related 
to United Nations. 

The listing of Baha'i International 
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Community in this international ref
erence book is a source of great 
prestige. 

The seventh edition is published in 
the English language. Copies can be 
ordered from the Union of Interna
tional Associations, Palais D'Eg
mont, Brussels I, Belgium, at the 
price of $14.00 United States curren
cy, Sterling Zone 78--or 580 Belgian 
Francs from Europe. 

It is advisable that each national 
spiritual assembly participating in 
the Baha'i International Community 
should order a copy of this refer
ence book and make use of it in 
their public relations work. 

Grand Manan Newspaper Prints 
First Publicity on Faith 

As a result of attending the Inter
continental Conference in Chicago, 
the pioneer on Grand Manan, Ca
nadian goal, has obtained the first 
Baha'i publicity in the Grand Manan 
newspaper. The article is an excel
lent one, mentioning the Conference 
:in Chicago which Doris Richardson, 
the pioneer, attended, and stating the 
meaning of the Baha'i Faith and 
purpose of the World Crusade. 

Mrs. Richardson has written, "The 
fact that this article appeared as I 
gave it to the island reporter is proof 
of so many things. It means that 
now for the first time since coming 
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The four Canton Huanuni believers, pioneer Indian VOlun
teers, who completed the course in pioneer preparation in 
the Baha'i Indian School at La Paz, Bolivia, with the National 

Indian Committee member in the center. 

to this island the Faith has been 
publicly announced and favorably 
too, for the reporter thought it was 
newsworthy and found it all very 
interesting. It also means that from 
now on he will accept other articles. 
Everyone on this island now knows 
that I am a Baha'i, for the paper is 
read by all islanders." 

Grand Manan, an island in the Bay 
of Fundy off the coast of New Bruns
wick, is a rather isolated place, pre
senting many difficulties to the 
pioneer who longs to awaken its in
habitants to a knowledge of the new 

Day of God. Every goal of the World 
Crusade is vital and every pioneer 
who labors at that goal is valued by 
the friends in every pa rt of the globe. 
Undoubtedly their prayers will lend 
a spiritual support that this glim
mer of light may presage the dawn 
of victory for this pioneer and for 
the Cause of God. 

Baha'i School in La Paz, Bolivia. 
Prepares Indians For Pioneering 

A Baha'i School for the preparation 
of Indian pioneers was held in La 
Paz, Bolivia, from March 10-April 3, 
1958, as a result of the offers of sev
eral Aymara Indians to serve as pio
neers in Bolivia. 

The following four believers from 
the community of Vilacollo (Canton 
Huanuni) were enrolled for this pur
pose: Andres Jachakollo, Isidro 
Jachakollo, Carmelo Jachakollo, and 
Juan Jachakollo. Besides this group 
of pioneer volunteers, the enrollment 
was increased by the presence of two 
students of the Faith, Sra. Juana de 
Tapa and her daughter Hortencia, of 
chola background. Through their 
deep interest in the Faith, their na
tive city of Potosi, Bolivia, will be 
opened to the Faith. 

Baha'i com,munity of Usumbura, Ruanda-Urund.i. 

The course given, approved by the 
National Spiritual Assembly, was un
der the direction of the National In
dian Teaching Committee for Argen
tina, Bolivia, Chile t Paraguay, and 
Uruguay, The studies were carried 
through most successfully, using the 
method of daily reviews and ending 
with a final test which merited the 
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AuxiHary Board member Mrs. Kath
erine McLaughlin with two Bolivian 

cholas, stud.mts of the Faith. 

award of individual diplomas for the 
Course. 

At the closing exercises, the au
dience consisted of Indians, cholas, 
North Americans, and Bolivians of 
Spanish background, which might be 
the first time such a varied gather
ing has mingled together in love and 
harmony in Bolivia. 

The school was honored to have as 
guests the member of the Auxiliary 
Board of the Hands of the Cause, 
Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin, and the 
American pioneer from Cochabamba, 
Bolivia, Miss Rezi Sunshine. 

Correction 
The story of the Canton Huanuni 

Indian Assembly in Bolivia, BAHA'f 
NEWS for February 1958, page 9, men
tioned two friends of Andres J acha
collo, members of the Regional 
Teaching Committee, who went to 
talk to the entire J achacollo settle
ment. 

The two friends were Elton Smith 
and Angel Garcia. Estanislau Alva
rez, whose name was given by mis
take, continued the work with the 
Indians after the first nine had de
clared themselves, visited their vil
lage, and served actively on the Na
tional Indian Committee. He helped 
conduct the recent Indian Pioneer 
School in La Paz, Bolivia. 

Confirmations of Spirit Recounted 
By Pioneer to Buddhist Thailand 

Excerpt from letter dated May 6, 
1958~ from Mrs. Caroline Lawrence, 
Bangkok, Thailand: 
..... I have been thoroughly ex

hilerated by the interest shown in 
the Faith by the numerous contacts 
here in Bangkok. Charles Duncan 
has many, many contacts. Many 
have come to him through his teach
ing English, but many are people 
he has met otherwise. There are 
several monks who come regularly 
to study the Faith. Their questions 
regarding the deepest essence of the 
spiritual beliefs is truly wonderful 
to hear, for they grasp the truth 
auickly. We have felt quite certain 
that there are many monks who are 
monks because that is the only way 
they could provide themselves with 
an education. Although they haven't 
bluntly stated that they would 
change their religion if they had the 
same educational opportunities, it is 
vaguely hinted on many occasions. 
This is quite significant, and our 
Thai Baha'is understand their pre
dicament and are immediately in
terested, and all want us to hurry and 
get enough money to open a Baha'i 
school where the underprivileged 
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people, who are truly the needy ones, 
can go to school and get a first hand 
good education. 

"Prior to my coming here I had 
studied and read everything I could 
lay my hands on about the Buddhist 
doctrine and the \vay it is practiced 
in this area. However, I find that 
much of it, though interesting to 
know, is not known by the Buddhists 
themselves. The basic facts of the 
Buddhist Teachings are not even re
motely understood by the people. 
They are so steeped in 'custom' that 
the reason behind these customs has 
ceased to exist in reality. We find it 
necessary to explain to them their 
own doctrines before they can begin 
to listen to the Baha'i principles. At 
firs tit seem ed this was a peculiar 
way of doing it. Why (I thought) 
must they be taught the reason for 
their customs, why not just teach 
Baha'i Faith and show them how 
much the Faith could help them both 
personally and nationally? But it 
proves not nearly so simple a matter. 

';For myself, I have been putting 
in extra hours studying everything 
I can find in order to give myself 
more spiritual insight and under
standing. I have worked On various 
faults of my own in order to make 
my own life a better example for 
those with whom I come in contact. 

BaluFi youth present at the annual Baha'i Summer School 
held in Bahia, Brazil, on February 15-19, 1958. 
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Women of the Black Thai race, an 
ethnic minority in Laos, with two 
Baha'i pioneers to Laos. One oj these 
native women has enrolled in the 

Faith. 

There is one frustrating side to this 
feature of loving everyone. By na
ture I am not very demonstrative, 
either vocally or physically, when I 
personally respect and admire some
one. But here I find myself loving 
some of these young students with 
all my heart and more. The love of 
God seems to be flowing through me 
to them, for never before have I 
experienced such deep love for so 
many people. I feel as if I should 
like to enfold them in my arms. But 
that would never do--over here, that 
is. First there is never any public 
demonstration of affection by the 
Thais themselves, and it only em
barrasses them to see or to hear 
expressions of love. But they can 
feel it, even more than I, because 
many have said that I remind them 
of their mother. This is a great com
pliment and I am continually giving 
thanks to God for allowing His love 
to shine forth to them, through me, 
It makes the everyday encounters 
on the street, On the bus, or at a 
temple 50 very much more interest
ing. People whom you never have 
seen before shyly come up to you 
and ask if they can help you, or 
order something at the store for you, 
or pay for your bus fare, and many 
other lovely gestures. They never 
did this before to me when I was 
here, so I fully appreciate that it is 
truly God's Light reaching them. 
even if I don't realize it at the time, 
and am not conscious of it. 

"I first noticed it when I went out 
with Charles Duncan. He was for-

---~~~ ----

ever being stopped by strangers and 
invited to talk, or walk, or have 
coffee with them. I recognized then 
that there was :something that! didn't 
understand. Your heart and the oth
ers, too, would become very happy 
a t the wonderful in teres t shown by 
all whom Charles meets regarding 
the Baha'i teachings. I realize, of 
course, that the number of declared 
believers here is small, but three 
local assemblies in a Hinayana Bud
dhist country is eVen more than any
one could have wished for at this 
early stage. It would be marvelous 
to have more numbers in each area, 
and we continually pray for them, 

Baha'i Teaching Conference held in 
Vientiane,. Laos, On February 21-23, 
1958~ with representatives from Viet-

name, ThaHand~ and Laos. 

but nearly everyone I meet knows 
a bout the Faith in Bangkok, anyway, 
and all are learning more about it. 
There was a six-inch column in the 
daily papers about the formation of 
the first local spiritual assembly 
here, and this was evidently read by 
many people. There is a friendly 
editor on one of the papers who has 
agreed to publish other items from 
time to time, so we shall use this 
medium in the future for the good 
of the Faith. 
~'There will be a teaching confer

ence in Bangkok on May 23-25, and 
we are all looking forward to it with 
great enthusiasm. This will be an 
excellent opportunity to bring many 
of the interested contacts to meet 
other Baha'is from this area. Jimmy 
Fozdar will probably be here along 
with many others. 

"The States seem a million years 
away. I almost forget there is an-
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other olace which I used to ca '1 home. 
Here I seem to feel the nearness of 
Baha'u'llah much more so than at 
Winston-Salem, although I'm sure He 
was just as close there. Here we 
call on Him for much more gudiance 
than I ever thought was possible. At 
first I was somewhat disappointed 
that I had to be in the city of Bang
kok, and not in a glorious new terri
tory, but when I left North Carolina 
I left with the promise to go wherever 
I would be of the most help. Strange 
things led to my being in Bangkok, 
but I am learning to accept with 
equanimity all sorts of things as 
doors open or close at the Will of 
God. If this is where I am most 
useful, then so be it. Maybe it's not 
where people are needed most, but 
where I can personally serve Him 
best." 

Ten Local Assemblies in Canada 
Have Been Incorporated to Date 

The National Legal Committee of 
Canada has reported to the Cana
dian National Spiritual Assembly that 
to date ten local spiritual assemblies 
have been incorporated in that 
country. 

Canada's goal in the Ten-Year Cru
sade is the incorporation of a total 
of fifteen local assemblies; thus two
thirds of that number has been at
tained in the first half of the 
Crusade. 

Incorporated local assemblies in
clude: Edmonton, Alta.; Hamilton, 
ant.; Scarborough, Ont.; Toronto, 
Ont.; North York, Ont.; Vancouver, 
B.C.; Vernon, B.C.; and Winnipeg, 
Man. 

Halifax and London Local Assem
blies expect to be incorporated in the 
near future. 

Suva, Fiji Islands, Assembly 
Registers Baha'i Endowment 

The Local Spiritual Assembly of 
Suva. Fiji Islands, has registered 
the Bahit'i endowment in Fiji in their 
n am e. It consists of an area of land 
of 1 rood 12 perc-hes (more than one
half acre), situated near the top of a 
hill with a magnificent view of the 
Suva Harbour. 

Suva will be the headquarters of 
the Regional Spiritual Assembly of 
the South Pacific which is to be 
formed during Ri<;lvim 1959. 
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Baha'i Holy Days Recognized 

in Australia 
The Australian BahlPi Bulletin re

ports that the Commonwealth Pub
lic Service of Australia has created 
an Australia-wide precedent by of
ficially granting leave on Baha'i Holy 
Days to an Australian believer. 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
An franian students' association 

quarterly magazine entitled The 
Danneshjoo, in its Spring 1958 is
sue, carries an article entitled "Re
ligion and State in fran" which men
tions the Baha'i Faith as one of the 
possible solutions of the religious 
problem .in fran, other possible so
lutions being the reinstatement of 
Zoroastri.iilnism and the adoption of 
Christi anity. 

Holiday Abroad, 1958, an illus
trated tourist book, lists the Baha'i 
Shrines and Gardens as one of the 
features of Haifa, and contains a 
large photo of the Shrine. 

The Globe and Mail, March 8, 
1958, a Canadian newspaper, fea
tured in a detailed article the fu
ture construction of a Baha'i House 
of Worship in Toronto. The article 
presents Baha'i teachings, and re
fers to the Intercontinental Confer
ences being held this year and to 
the World Conference to be held in 
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Bag!ldad during 1963. 
An Israeli tourist pamphlet 

printed in French states in its final 
paragraph that the Baha'i Shrine on 
Mount Carmel is the inspiration for 
all the legends of our time or for the 
future. 

A 1958 calendar distributed by 
Hardings Restaurants quotes a pas
sage by 'Abdu'l-Baha on the power 
of love. 

The Waterloo Daily Courier .. Wa
terloo, Iowa, published a large fea
ture story on the religion page Marc..'l 
28, which illustrated the Baha'i House 
of Worship. and under the title "The 
Promised Day of God" described 
the relationship of the local spir
itual assembly to the world Baha'i 
community and to the teachings of 
the Faith. This feature was one of 
a series of church messages under
written by a numb €or of local firms. 

Le Soir, the largest newspaper in 
Belgium, published a series of in
formational articles as preliminary 
to the opening of the world exposi
tion in Brussels, April 17, 1958. On 
March 3, this paper ran an article 
entitled "Ten Years in the Prom
ised Land" which reported develop
ments in the Holy Land, and il
lustrated by a picture of the Shrine 
of the Bab. Alluding to the Shrine 
and the International Archives, the 
author said: "They are the mauso
leum and the Temple of Justice of 

Interior view of the Baha'i Center of the Soledad Judicial 
District, Calif. It was erected by Robert H. King of Saugus, 
Calif., and wilt be wHled to the U. S. N ationa! Spiritual 
Assembty upon his passing. Furnished and decorated by the 

Baha'is of the vicinity, it seats thirty persons. 
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View of the library corner in the 
?a?iratu'l-Quds of Unalaska, Alaska, 
deeded to the National SpiTitual As
sembly of Alaska in DecembeT 1957. 
This is one Of the properties refeT
Ted to in the Guardian's 1957 Con~ 

vention Message. 

the BaM'is who practice the fourth 
religion recognized in Israel, and 
who have made of Haifa a center of 
radiance." 

In Norway. the MOTgenavaisen 
Mandag of January 20, 1958 pub
lished a long article on the Faith 
illustrated by a picture of 'Abdu'l
Baha. No translation has been made 
available. 

A recent issue of The American 
M erCUTY, presents an article by Hil
ary Grey on "The Brotherhood," in 
which the Baha'i Faith is associ
ated with Theosophy, Rosicrucian, 
World Congress, etc., as organi
zations responsible for misleading 
propaganda concerning the brother
hood of man. 

A minister or priest, in a letter 
published on October 1, 1957, by the 
Charlotte (N.C.) ObserveT wrote:" 
... all religions appear to be having 
a good time from the Baha'is in Wil~ 
lamette (sic) near Chicago to the 
Rosicrucians in Los Angeles." 
The letter, however, adopts the 
Baha'i position where it complains 
that "present-day religiosity" makes 
God the mere servant to the wishes 
of men. 

From many sources the National 
Spiritual Assembly has received 
copies of Awake! for September 22, 
1957, published by the Watchtower 
Bible and Tract Society of New York, 
which contains an article entitled 
"What is the Baha'i Cause?" Accord-
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ing to the magazine, 2,450,000 copies 
of the issue were printed. 

This article begins with a reference 
to the Baha'i Temple, quotes the 
twelve basic principles, and gives a 
summary of Baha'i history. The edi
torial effort is apparently to present 
true facts but the interpretation 
given the facts distorts the histori
cal and spiritual record. The Na
tional Assembly has written the mag
azine to correct the record and sent 
them a copy of Christ and Bahn· 
"u'Udh. 

Other National Spiritual Assem
blies in the Western Hemisphere 
have noted the article, which of 
course has been given wide distri
bution. 

Invited by the government of India 
to investigate new methods for .in
.creasing the sale of native crafts to 
western markets, Mrs. Mildred Mot
tahedeh, accompanied by Mr. R. Y. 
Mottahedeh, found opportunity to se
cure extensive publicity for the 
Faith. 

Interviewed in Madras on Febru
ary 21, 1958, Mrs. Mottahedeh was 
identified as accredited representa
tive 01 the Baha'i International Com
-rnunity to United Nations, and after 
expressing her views on the possi
bility of increasing export sales of 
Indian handcrafts outlined the prin
ciples of the Baha'i Faith, This inter
view was published in The Mail and 
also in The Hindu, among other pa
pers. 

The Nation, Rangoon, Burma, on 
March 6 published an account of the 
meeting held by Mr. and Mrs. Mot· 
tahedeh with the Rangoon Baha'i 
community. On March 7, The 
BUTman published an editorial de
voted entirely to the nature and 
spread of the Baha'i Faith based 
upon an interview. 

The Kiwanis Magazine, Apri11958, 
included the Baha'i Temple in "Vis
itors' Guide to Chicago" for use dur
ing the Forty·third Annual Conven· 
tion of Kiwanis International to be 
held at Chicago June 29.July 2. 

From Tangier, Morocco, has come 
a copy of a reference to the Faith 
published in Paris-Match March 15, 
1958, an illustrated French magazine. 
This reference was made in a Jetter 
written to the editor commenting on 
a series of articles about the "Great 
Shepherds of the World" - Moses, 
Jesus, Buddha and Mohammad. The 
writer stated that he would have 
been very pleased if the series had 
also included the two Persian Pro
phets, the Bab and Bah .. 'u'llith. 

The map of Chicago distributed by 
Standard Oil Company gas stations 
lists the Baha'i House of Worship un
der points of interest. 

The Camp Fire Girl for January 
1958 published a "Capsule Calendar" 
of January dates which included 
World Religion Day. 

The Phi~adelphia Inquirer, May 9, 
1958, published a story about the 
Temple University Music Festival 
which stated: "A first performance 
by the Music Education Chorus was 
'A Baha'i Prayer' by Lee Tichenor 
of this city. Well written for voices. 
Tichenor's work rises in cumulative 
yet restrained power." 

National Baha'i Addresses 
Plea •• Address Mail Correctly I 

National Baha'i Administrative 
Headquarters i' 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, 8 
Illinois. 

National Treasurer: 
112 Linden Avenue, 
illinois. 

Wilmette. 1!1 

Make Checks Pa.yable to: 
National Baha'i Funi 

~ Baha'i Pub lishing Trust: ru 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, .* ..... . 
Illinois. ru 

Baha'i News: q 
Edltoria.l Office: no Linden Ave- 1:~ 
nue, Wilmette, Illinois 
Subscription and chaDge of ad- ::j .. 

I 
dress: 112 Linden Avenue, Wil- A 
mette. minois ill 
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The New Christian AdVocate, 
Methodist magazine, listed All 
Things Made New by John Ferraby 
in its Book Review column for July. 
"Students of religion will welcome 
this comprehensive outline of the 
Baha'i Faith, with its message pro
claiming the oneness of God and of 
religion t addressed to unbelievers 
and to persons already following a 
religion.' , 

A far different reception was given 
to George Townshend's Christ and 
Baha'u'lld.h in another Methodist 
magazine World Outlook. "An ex
Christian appeals to Christians to 
join a reformed and universalized Is
lam. A missionary document of the 
Baha'i Faith." 

Calendar of Events 
FEAST 

August 20- Asma' (Names) 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 

August 29·September 1 

Baha'i House of Worship 

Visiting Hours 
Weekday. 

10:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
(Entire building) 
7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 
(Auditorium only) 

Sunday. and Holiday. 
10:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
(Entire building) 
5:00 P.M. to 9 P.M. 
(Auditorium only) 

Service of Worship 
Sunday. 

3:30 P.M., lasting until 4:15. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items, and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from national assemblies 01 other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1958-59: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Miss 
Charlotte Linfoot, Richard C. Thomas. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, lllinois, U.S.A. 
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Letter to the American Baha'is 

Dear Baha'I Friends and Co-workers: 

The passing of the beloved Guardian, and his stupendous 
last messages, present the American Bahtl'i community with 
the greatest challenge in its history. We have been given 
mighty tasks to perform, and noW we are deprived of our 
greatest immediate soW"<!e ot inspiration. guidance and stim
ulus. This means that we ourselves must assume the full 
responsibility for achieving the very clear-cut objectives 
Shoghi Effendi has assigned to us. It offers us a "God-given 
opportunity" to come ot age, to achieve a state 01. spiritual 
maturity that will enable us to move forward to these goals 
with vigor, unity and effectiveness. 

Taking stock of the situation. it bas become apparent that 
our failure to date on the home front has not been due to 
lack: -of effort. to inadequate faith or insufficient d~re to 
remedy Ule situation; rather it has stemmed from the clear 
fact that we neither understand the power of fue Faith ot 
Baba'u'lUh nor obey wholeheartedly its laws and teacbings. 

This was pointed out by the Guardian himself in the lettE:r 
written on his behalf by bis secretary on July 19, 1956: "It IS 

evident Ulat one of the reasons that the work on the home 
front in America is so seriously lagging is that the Baha'is 
themselves fuougb undoubtedly devoted, loyal and conscien
tious are ~ot always very deeply grounded in the spiritual 
tund~entals of their Faith. This produces a maladiusbnent. 
so to speak in the nature of their service to the Cause; and 
only through a deeper understanding of their Faith and the 
inner spiritual strength that this understanding ~rings will 
they be able to reinforce themselves to meet theIr tasks, to 
see the joy of discharging their duties and grasping their 
privileges." 

To overcome this spiritual lethargy from which stems our 
lack of success, we need a migbty spiritual reinv:igo~a~on. 
The beloved Guardian places the attainment of this splntual 
reinvigoration ftrst in the three special points in his last letter 
on wh:i.eh he pleads lor us to concentrate. 

The Faith of Baha'u'UMl is perfect, possessing its own pro
pelling power and provicling everything !l~eded for its est~b
lisbment. However, the inexhaustible splrltual assistance ]fi

herent in it can only flow to and operate through us - the 
".instruments'" through which it must function - when. we 
IUHiU the specific conditions and obey the laws and teachings 
that have been so clearly defined in the Writings.. 

... , . Unlike all the dispensations ot the past," says Sboghi 
Effendi. "the aposties of Baha'u'l1ah ir:- every l.and. wh~rever 
they labor and toil, have before them mclear, m uneqUivocal 
and emphatic language, all the .laws, the reguI;~tions, the 
principles, the institutions, the guIdance they requIre for the 
prosecution ot their task," 

In The WO'I'Id Order of Bahd'u.'Udh (pages 51-52) he further 
says: "That the Cause associated wi~ the name of, Baha'u'l1~h 
feeds itself upon those hidden springs of celestIal strength 
which no force of human personality, whatever its glamour, 
can replace" that its reliance is solely upon that mystic Source 
with which no worldly advantage, be it wealth, fame, or 
learning can compare; that it propagates itself by ways mys
terious and utterly at variance with the standards accepted 
by the generality 01 maf:Lkind, ~ill. if not already apparent, 
become increasingly manifest as It forges ahead towards fresh 
conquests in its struggles for the spiritual regeneration 01 
mankind." 

If we, as individuals, do not retiect the power of the Cause 
we are neither spiritually reinvigorated nor can we hope to 
teach the Faith with any appreciable success. UNot by the 
force of nwnbers, Dot by the mere exposition of a set of new 
and noble principles, not by an organized campaign of teach
ing-no matter how worldwide and elaborate its character-

not even by the staunchness of our faith or the exaltation of 
our enthusiasm, can we ultimately hope to vindicate in the 
eyes of a critical and sceptical age the supreme claim ot the 
Abha Revelation. One thing and only one thing will unfail
ingly and alone secure the undoubted triumph of this sacred 
Cause, namely, the extent to which our own inner life and 
private character mirror forth in their manifold aspects the 
splendor of those eternal prinCiples proclaimed by Bahi'u'llih." 
(Shoghi Effendi, BaM'! Administration, page 57.) 

The gravity of. our situation on the home tront, the exb'eme 
immediacy 01 our task, calls for a fresh approach, a new 
orientation if we are to turn our efforts from failure to vic
tory. The National Spiritual Assembly is offering such .an ap
proach, emphasizing the most basic of our teachings and 
stemming from the cotmSels and warnings contained in the 
Guardian's last letters to the American BaM"i community. 

It is prepared to provide continuous and sustained assist
ance lor systematic, uni1ied action covering all at the three 
special objectives so strongly emphasized by the Guardian: 
''spiritual reinvigoration. administrative expansion, and ma
teri:1l replenishment. ... It will use for this purpose all ot the 
means at its command, including recommendations for indi. 
vidual and group study and carefully planned. conferences. 
The mends are requested to watch Baha'i News which will 
be the medium through which much of. this assistance will be 
given. 

It is our earnest request that every believer throughout the 
American Baha'j community, whether veteran in the Cause 
or newly enroUed. whether an experienced teacher or admin
istrator, will respond wholeheartedly to every recommended 
eftort and undertaking for the home front. and that he will 
set up for himseU his own personal goals for his maximum 
contribution to the success of the total World Crusade. 

With complete humility let us each and every one turn to 
Baha'u'llab and prayerfully seek, through this united en
deavor, to gain a fresh and deeper knowledge of our glorious 
Faith. a more mature understanding of its laws and teachings 
and of our responsibilities as Baha'is. Thus can we feel cer
tain that we will gain that "spiritual reinvigoration" which 
constitutes the prime requisite for our own spiritual salvation 
and the attainment of our collective tasks. 

Let us fully realize that in this sentence from the beloved 
Guardian's last treasured message to the American BahA'is 
he is speaking to each of us: 

" ... I would rather entreat each and everyone of them to 
immortalize this approaching, fateful hour in the evolution 
01 a world Spiritual Crusade, by a fresh consecration to their 
GQd~given Mission, coupled with an instantaneous plan 01 
action, at once so dynamic and decisive, as to wipe out, on the 
one hand. with one stroke, the deficiencies which have. to no 
small extent. bogged down the operations of the Crusade on 
tbe home tront, and tremendously accelerate, on the other, 
the progress 01 the triple task. launched, in three continents. 
and constituting one of its preeminent objectives." 

In our own hands lies the degree of our success. Perhaps 
nowhere has Shogbi Effendi more lovingly expressed his con
fidence in us than in this paragraph from his letter through 
his secretary, written July 19. 1956: 

''The American Baha'is have so far never failed in any 
mission they undertook, and he hopes and believes there will 
be no failure this time. He has the greatest confidence in their 
loyalty. their faith, and their devotion, and he feels sure that 
with the help of Baha'u'Uft,h they will arise to the occasion 
which history has literally thrust upon them," 

With warm Baha'i love, 
Faithfully yours. 

August 1, 1958 NATIONAL SPmrrUAL ASSDOLY 
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suffer the travails and sorrows inseparable from the 
promulgation of the Word of God to a humanity that 
is rapidly losing touch with spiritual reality and being 
drained of the vital force of faith, and that he no longer 
must bear the weight of work which rested so crush
ingly On him for over a third of a century. 

Strong Evidence of a New Maturity 
As We now survey the vast field of his accomplish

ments in the light of our great loss. we begin to realize 
what this one being, inspired by God, driven by forces 
beyond our understanding. accomplished in so brief a 
time. A staggering task now faces us. The Hands of the 
Cause in the Holy Land, however t have been amazed 
at the strong evidence of a new maturity amongst the 
believers and their firm and irrevocable determination 
to carry on to complete fulfillment the work ~f their 
dearly-loved Shoghi Effendi. There is no doubt in our 
minds or in the minds of any of the Chief Stewards of 
the Embryonic World Commonwealth of Baha'u'l13.h, 
that this can be done as long as we all work together. 
in a closely-coordinated pattern following the design he 
set for us, keeping the life-blood flowing into Haifa, 
the great Heart and permanent Spiritual and Adminis
trative Center of the Faith as he designated it, and out 
of it again on a world scale in the form of news, sta
tistics, and advice. 

In the great work that lies before us, the Baha'is in 
the Antipodes have a very important part to play. The 
significance of this role has been strongly emphasized 
by the fact that, whereas at the opening of the World 
Crusade in 1953, the beloved Gu ardi an c aIled for four 
Intercontinental Conferences to be held in Africa, 
America, Europe, and Asia, this time at the Crusade's 
half-way point, he has added a fifth Intercontinental 
Conference to serve the rapidly growing needs of 
Australasia. The progress which has been achieved in 
this region has been truly phenomenal, and has kept 
pace with Shoghi Effendi's own thirty-six years of min
istry of the Faith. From the days after the beloved 
Master's ascension, when the first Center was firmly 
established in Sydney, until last April, when the Guard
ian called for the election of the first historic National 
Spiritual Assembly of New Zealand, the unfoldment 
has been steady; the loyalty t devotion, obedience, and 
enthusiasm of the Australian and New Zealand believ~ 
ers were a constant source of pride to him, and at~ 

tracted an ever-increasing measure of encouragement 
and attention on his part. His love and good-pleasure 
were poured upon them in many ways, the most im
pressive evidence being his plan to erect one of the 
three Mai!l;riqu'l-Adhkars to be constructed during the 
World Crusade, in Sydney. This proj eet was par
ticularly dear to his heart, knowing as he did that it 
will constitute a mighty, silent teacher of the Faith, 
and be a haven of refuge spiritually to all the believers 
in that area. This Mother Temple, not only of the Antip
odes, but of the entire Pacific region, will, by his ex
press instructions, be specially and eternally blessed 
through haYing in its foundations some of the sacred 
dust from the innermost Shrine of Baha'u'llab, and a 
fragment of plaster from the room of the Bab in the 
fortress of Mah-ku where He was imprisoned, The 
Guardian, in his last message to the Baha'i world, par
ticularly encouraged the believers attending these five 
historic Conferences to rally to the support of the 

JUNE ItS. 

temples now being erected and thus ensure their 
speedy completion. 

A Mighty Spiritual Axis 
In Shoghi Effendi's last message to the Australian 

National Spiritual Assembly he unfolded before their 
eyes, in his own inimitable way, a vast panorama of 
futUre development in the entire Pacific area: he 
pointed out that Australia and Japan constitute the 
northern and southern poles of a mighty spiritual axis 
running through the Pacific region and that through 
this axis the current of a close collaboration in the 
execution of the Divine Plan throughout the entire re
gion must flow. He emphasized that within this area 
embraced by New Zealand and Australia in the south 
and Japan in the north. "an area endowed" as he wrote 
"with unimaginable potentialities, and which, owing to 
its strategic position, is bound to feel the impact of 
world-Shaking forces, and to shape to a marked de
gree through the experience gained by its peoples in 
the school of adversity, the destinies of mankind." A 
tremendous responsibility inevitably rested on the two 
oldest and strongest communities represented by the 
Australian National Spiritual Assembly and the Re
gional National Spiritual Assembly of North East Asia, 
to not only carry forward the teaching work in the 
islands scattered over the face of the sea, but in their 
homelands as well. We cannot do better than recall 
his own weighty words on this subject: HA responsi
bility, at once weighty and inescapable, must rest on 
the communities which occupy so privileged a position 
in so vast and turbulent an area of the globe. However 
great the distance that separates them; however much 
they differ in race, language, custom, and religion; 
however active the political forces which tend to keep 
them apart and foster racial and political antagonisms, 
the close and continued association of these commu
nities in their common, their peculiar and paramount 
task of raising up and of consolidating the embryonic 
World Order of Baha'u'llith in those regions of the globe 
is a matter of vital and urgent importance, which should 
receive on the part of the elected representatives of 
these communities, a most earnest and prayerful con
sideration. " 

He reminded the Australian believers that theirs was 
a two-fold task: on the one hand, to consolidate, multi
ply, and expand the institutions of the Faith at home 
and in the many islands beyond its confines, and on the 
other, to forge fresh links with its sister communities, 
particularly those in the North Pacific, in anticipation 
of the mission these communities are destined to col
lectively discharge. 

New Zealand's Six-Year Plan 
He reminded both the Australian and New Zealand 

communities of their immediate duties, affectionately 
naming New Zealand-whose recently elected N ationa! 
Spiritual Assembly will constitute a pillar of the future 
International House of Justice--that Hfar-away and 
promising dominion"; he called upon its National As
sembly to formulate a Six-Year Plan aimed at multi
plying the spiritual assemblies, groups, and isolated 
centers, at incorporating both the national and local 
spiritual assemblies, at obtaining recognition of both 
Baha'i Holy Days and the Baha'i Marriage Certificate, 
and at purchasing a site for a future House of Worship_ 
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Message From the Hands of the Cause in the Holy Land 
to the Fourth Intercontinental Conference in Frankfurt 

MORE than nine months have passed since that 
heartbreaking day when, according to the inscru

table decrees of God, Our most beloved and precious 
Guardian, Shogbi Effendi, passed to the realms on 
high. Though our sorrow is still fresh in our hearts we 
cannot but marvel, as we witness the vast number of 
friends gathered at the opening of this fourth great 
Intercontinental Conference being held in the very 
heart of the European continent, at the protection 
vouchsafed this holy Faith by the Almighty; at the 
tender wisdom which inspired our Guardian to provide 
us, during this first year of cruel and hitter separation, 
with these five great rallying points; at his forethought 
when he urged the believers to make every effort to 
attend them; and at the vigilance which moved him, 
so shortly before his passing and in his last great 
message to the Baha'i world t to reinforce the institu
tion of the Hands of the Faith through the appointment 
of eight more of these "Chief Stewards of Baha'u'IHlh's 
embryonic World Commonwealth." This designation. 
never before applied to them by him, appears to have 
been calculated to enable them, with the loving sup
port of the national assemblies and the believers, to 
carry the Cause of God forward through this exceed
ingly difficult and stormy strait in the history of man
kind to the calmer waters which lie ahead as the 
World Order of Baha"u'llah begins to take shape and 
the administrative bodies of the Faith multiply and 
gain in stature and experience. 

We, in spite of the load of grief we still bear in our 
hearts. a grief which has bowed our heads and 
humbled our spirits, can nevertheless lift up our voices 
in thanksgiving to Baha'u'llah. We thank Him now not 
only, as was the Guardian's expressed wish, for the 
bounties bestowed during the first five years of this 
World Crusade, but for the measure of sure protection, 
of merciful grace, poured upon us since -the beloved 
Guardian's passing. The Baha'is have everywhere stood 
firm in the Covenant of God; tested, tried, bereft, and 

filled with longing for their so-deeply loved guide and 
leader. they have demonstrated how great has been 
the effect of his life and its works by their steadfast
ness. by the renewed dedication they have shown to 
the plans he laid down for them, by an unprecedented 
degree of unity amongst themselves, by a deeper de
termination to gladden Shoghi Effendi's heart than 
when he was with them physically in this world. They 
have arisen, East and West, to go forth and pioneer 
on both the Homefronts and in the newly opened ter. 
ritories; they have supported the Bahii."! Funds from 
hearts that were loyal and overflowed with tenderness 
for their religion in its hour of need; they have rallied 
round the Hands of the Faith. the Custodians at the 
World Center, and the national and regional spiritual 
assemblies; they have gathered in large numbers at 
these great intercontinental conferences; they have 
comforted each other in their loneliness; and they have 
arisen to spread the Word of God abroad with new 
zeal and dedication. Can there be any doubt that all 
this is the result of Shoghi Effendi·s sacrifice, the 
over a.third·of·a-century-Iong sacrifice of his life, the 
sudden end, when his spirit in one breath freed itself 
from his tired and overladen heart? You all are gath
ered here today because of Shoghi Effendi, according 
to Shoghi Effendi's wish, Shoghi Effendi's Plan, Shoghi 
Effendi· shope! 

Before turning our thoughts to what he desired 
should be considered at these great conferences, let 
us recall the purpose of this vast globe-encircling Cru
sade. It is a step in the unfoldment of the Divine Plan 
laid down for us by 'Abdu'l-Baha, and whose execution 
He entrusted primarily to the people of the "Great 
Republic of the West,'· the most promising child of' 
European civilization. It has already. in five short 
years, carried us well on the way towards the ac
complishment of our primary objective. which the 
Guardian said is no less than the spiritual conquest of 
the entire planet. Led by our beloved Commander-in-
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Chief, we have opened nearly all the independent 
sovereign states, the chief dependencies, the most im
portant islands and territories of the world to our 
glorious Faith; even the wintry island of Spitzbergen 
has been settled, leaving only a few states inside the 
Soviet Union or within its orbit, still unopened. Of the 
forty-nine National I;Ia~iratu'I-Quds to be purchased 
as part of the Ten-Year Plan, forty-eight have been 
acquired; of the fifty-one National Endowments, all 
have been acquired; of the eleven Temple sites specif
ically mentioned by our beloved Guardian, all eleven 
have been acquired; the mighty task of translating 
and publishing the literature of the Faith, as called for 
in the provisions of the Ten-Year Plan, is now nearing 
completion; the Baha'i Publishing Trusts, except for 
those in Islamic countries where the believers are still 
oppressed, ignored, and proscribed, have all been 
founded; and the task of incorporating national and 
local spiritual assemblies is well on its way to fulfill
ment. Even the Homefronts-the most challenging per
haps of all the tasks allotted to us by the beloved 
Guardian under the terms of this World Crusade-are, 
in many countries, meeting, nay surpassing, his ex
pectations. Two of the three mighty Mother Temples 
are already being constructed: namely, those of Africa 
and the Antipodes. It was this overall pattern of marked 
success, of surging spiritual vitality, which character
izes the activities of the World Baba'i Community, that 
undoubtedly caused our Guardian to unite us in these 
five Intercontinental Conferences, not only to humbly 
thank Baha'u'llah for mercies received, not only to 
deliberate on ways and means of accomplishing the 
next five years' work, but as a reward for having 
served faithfully, with enthusiasm and consecration, 
this blessed Cause of God, and, as we now see, as a 
mercy in the hour of separation. a tender enfolding 
of us, his "dearly beloved co-workers, lJ in the arms of 
that one who, in his modesty and purity of heart, 
called himself only "your true brother." 

The work of Baha'u'IIa.h lies before us to be com
pleted. No one generation will do this; a thousand years 
at least are required to carry out and mature the spe
cific provisions of His Dispensation. But to each man 
his opportunity, to each generation its tasks. Shoghi 
Effendi has laid down for us in clear and unmistakable 
terms our next five years' work. To the degree to 
which we scrupulously adhere to his plan, obey his 
words, comprehend the implications of his perfect de
sign, to that degree only will our affairs prosper, our 
work attract the blessings from On High, and the foun
dation of the World Crusade be solidly and lastingly 
laid. 

The beloved Guardian, in his last message to us all, 
made clear that the fourth phase of our Ten-Year Plan 
which we have, with the holding of these great confer
ences all over the world, now embarked upon, "must 
be immortalized, on the one hand, by an unprecedented 
increase in the number of avowed supporters of the 
Faith, in all the continents of the globe, of every race, 
clime, creed, and color, and from every stratum of 
present-day society, coupled with a corresponding in
crease in the number of Baha'i centers, and, on the 
other, by a swift progress in the erection of the Mother 
Temples of Africa and Australia, as well as by the 
initiation of the construction of the first Ma!ill.riqu'l
Adhkar of Europe." 

.---

--_._--

The commencement of work on the Temple to be 
erected in Germany is long overdue. We know from 
the Words of the Master that these Houses of Worship 
are the greatest silent teachers of the Faith. How in
finitely precious is any building erected in the love of 
God and for the mention of His Namel How much 
more so these first continental "Mother Temples." 
being raised to the glory of Baha'u'llahl How infinitely 
so the Temples for whose construction the Guardian 
himself is responsible, whose location he has specified, 
whose design he himself has approved. It was one of 
his most cherished desires to have these Temples built. 
He him.self pledged he would supply one-third of their 
estimated cost. We must now carry on his work, see 
that the budget, now being expended monthly for the 
construction of the Sydney Temple, is met, and that at 
least the major part of the sum required for the Eu
ropean Ma,w.riqu'l-Adhkar is raised, in anticipation 
of the early commencement of actual building opera
tions. Time is flying. We do not know what the future 
world situation will be. What we do know is our im
mediate duty to the work specified for us by our 
Guardian. 

The other half of the main task confronting us is 
the "unprecedented increase" in the number of be
lievers throughout the world. Pioneers are needed 
everywhere, in all continents, in all the islands opened 
to the Faith, on the Homefronts, and in the goal ter
ritories. Two things are required to get a pioneer to 
his post, an enkindled, consecrated soul, willing and 
ready to go out in the teaching field and, if he cannot 
supply them himself, the material means necessary to 
get him to his post and often to enable him to remain 
at it. This type of service to the Faith offers a wonder
ful opportunity for partnership between those who have 
some worldly means at their disposal, but feel for 
some reason tmable to go forth themselves, and those 
who yearn to respond to the call for pioneering, but 
are prevented from fulfilling their heart's desire be
cause of lack of material resources. 

Let us recall OUr Guardian'S words, at the opening 
of the World Crusade, to the entire body of the follow
ers of Baha'u'llili: 

" ... I direct my appeal to arise and, in the course 
of these fast fleeting years, in every phase of the cam
paigns that are to be fought in all the continents of 
the globe, prove their worth as gallant warriors bat
tling for the Cause of Baha.'u'llah. Indeed, from this 
very hour until the eve of the Most Great Jubllee, 
each and everyone of those enrolled in the Army of 
Light must seek no rest, must take no thought of 
self, must sacrifice to the uttermost, must allow noth
ing whatsoever to deflect him or her from meeting 
the pressing, the manifold, the paramount needs of 
this preeminent Crusade. 

" 'Light as the spirit,' 'pure as air,' lblazing as fire,' 
'unrestrained as the wind'-for such is Baha'u'llilh's 
own admonition to His loved ones in His Tablets, and 
directed not to a select few but to the entire congre
gation of the faithful-let them ·scatter far and wide, 
proclaim the glory of God's Revelation in this Day, 
quicken the souls of men and ignite in their hearts 
the love of the One Who alone is their omnipotent and 
divinely appointed Redeemer." 

At this time sure1y nothing is impossible to us. We 
have passed through nine months of fire since our 
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beloved Guardian left us, but we have burned together. 
We have seen, and felt deeply in our hearts, our unity 
as a world community. as followers of the Most Great 
Name. We have neither been separated nor paralyzed 
through this great shock and grief. The World Center 
of the Faith which he so assiduously built up and con
solidated, the heart of the Baha'i World Community. 
has not ceased to beat. The commlUlion between the 
hearts of the friends and the great heart enshrining 
the Qiblih of the Baha'i world, continues to gather 
strength. This has been a shining evidence to us all 
that Baha'u'lliih's mercies have not ceased to be show
ered upon us; that what the Guardian built endures 
and will endure. a living organism, throughout the 
stages in the evolution of our Faith which lie ahead. 

After this ordeal by fire which we have passed 
through, can we doubt that, with this fresh sense of 
oneness, with our purified hearts, we will not receive, 
if we arise now to serve as we should, an extraor
dinary measure of the bounty of almighty God? Great 
moments in history require great deeds; great men 
are not necessarily those best qualified to be great, but 
rather those who see their chance and seize it, with 
love and courage, when it offers itself. The records 
of our Faith show .that its heroes and heroines, its 
saints and martyrs, sprang mostly from the rank and 
file. but what they possessed, which raised them to 
the summits of fame and glory, were vision and faith. 
Let the friends now follow the path of Shoghi Effendi, 
let them arise to complete his work as set forth in the 
Ten-Year Plan, let them labour as he did, steadily, 
patiently, consecratedly, day after day, week after 
week. year after year, until his tasks are completed. 
The world now marvels at what this one man did in 
thirty-six years. Let his lovers arise and put their 
shoulder to the wheel and move this blessed Faith 
forward on the path of its destiny until, God willing, 
their hearts stop as did his, from the excess of their 
labours in the path of God. 

Signed: 
RuHiYYIH 
~ELIA COLLLNS 
A. FURUTAN 

Steel shafts for the reinforced con-

crete pillars that wil! rise to dome 

height fOT the Mother Temple of 

Africa, under construction near 

Kampala, Uganda. 

WILLIAM SEARS 

A. Q. FAIZI 

J ALAL KHAZEH 

Construction of Africa Temple Proceeds 
With Erection of Supporting Pillars 

L __ _ 

THE second contract for the construction of the 
M~ther Temple of Mrica at Kampala, Uganda 

was SIgned in June 1958, providing for the erectio~ 
of reinforced concrete pillars up to dome height. 

This follows the completion of the first contract 
the foundation and the steps up to floor level. fu 
addition, a well and pump have been installed, in
suri~g an adequate supply of water, and a landscape 
archItect has drawn up plans for tree plantings. 

In January. during the Kampala Intercontinental 
Conference, the Guardian's revered representatives. 
'Amatu'I-Balla RUhiyyih Khimum and Hand of the 
Cause Musa Banani, placed a silver casket contain
ing sacred earth from the Shrine of Baha'u'IIa.h and 
a wooden box holding a piece of plaster from the 
Prison of Mah-ku, where the Bab had been incar~ 
cerated, beneath the foundation stone. 

When the present work of constructing the pillars 
is completed, a third contract will be executed for 
the erection of the walls, roof, and dome. . 

Construction of the dome will present numerous prob
lems. A dome of the shape and proportions called 
for by the designs has never been built anywhere 
in the world before; equipment and engineers for 
the prestressed concrete work required do not exist 
in that part of the world. The hill on which the 
Temple is being erected is high above the surround
ing land, and encounters strong winds. This will pre
sent difficulties for the builders when planning their 
scaffolding at such an unusual height. In addition, 
the extreme changes of temperature, from hot after
nOons to cool nights, create great problems of ex
pansion and contraction. 

Despite all these difficulties, the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Central and East Africa reports that the 
problems are slowly being surmounted. 

The final work on the finish, acoustics, doors, win
dows, and electrical fittings should be started by the 
end of 1958, and it is expected that the building will 
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Close-up view showing detaHs of the constTuction of 
the reinforced concrete pillars of the Baha'i Tempte at 

Kampala, Uganda. 

be completed by the middle of 1959. 
When completed, the Temple will tower one hundred 

feet above ground level and cover an area of 8500 
square feet. It will be the tallest and most imposing 
building in Uganda. 

BARi'f NEWS for March 1958 includes a picture of 
the Temple design. A strong vertical and horizontal 
line motif is followed throughout, while the three 
square openings in the upper part of the drum of 
the rotunda on each of the nine sides will carry 
round windows made of glass in the bright colors of 
golden yellow, deep marine blue, and vermillion red. 

The Temple will have no gallery; its accomoda
tions for worshippers will be on one floor. It is be
ing executed entirely in reinforced concrete, the floor 
being built with tiles set in concrete, raising it six 
inches above the base level of the verandah. 

Baha'i Inten:ontinental Community Represented 
at UN "East-West Symposium" in Brussels 

The Belgian National Commission of UNESCO, de
sirous of actively participating in the promotion of 
the important project known as "Mutual Apprecia
tion of the Cultural Values of the East and West" 
approved by the Ninth General Conference of UNESCO 
at New Delhi in November 1956, organized an "East
West Symposium" in Brussels, Belgium, from June 
26 to July 3, 1958, within the framework of the Brus
sels 1958 International Exhibition. 

Through the initiative of the Benelux National Spirit
ual Assembly and the wholehearted support of the 
International Baha'i Community, it was made possi
ble for two Baha'i delegates, Mrs, Lea Nys and Amin'
o'llah Sam ii, to represent the Baha"i Faith at this 
symposium, 

' .. '"-_ ............ --
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Th.er~ was a total of thirty official participants, 
conslstmg mostly of professors of leading universities 
of Italy, Egypt. Lebanon~ Russia, United States, 
France, India, Switzerland, Japan, Denmark, Belgium, 
and other countries throughout the world. Very few 
observers were granted admittance, and it was there
fore a privilege for the Baha'is to be represented. 

As a prelude to the symposium, a day was con
secrated to the commemoration of the signing of the 
Charter of Human Rights. 

The discussions of the symposium manifested the 
desire among the diverse personalities to cooperate 
by all modern means of popular education to facili
tate the exchange of spiritual concepts and mutual 
tolerance between the peoples of the Orient and Occi
dent. 

Nevertheless, it was evident, from the Baha'i view
point, that there was a lack of cohesion, proving the 
need of a superior force capable of cementing hearts 
together. 

They came to the conclusion that religion was the 
greatest factor in the formation of civilizations in the 
past, and that if humanity would establish a more 
humane world it must have new standards of moral
ity and a reconsideration of religious values. 

During the intervals between the sessions, personal 
contacts were made by the Baha'i delegates, and 
Baha'i literature was discreetly distributed. The dele
gates felt that the week of fruitful consultation devel
oped an eager desire to investigate the religious prob
lems of our time, and that the presence of Baha'i 
might prove in the futUre that the spirit of Babl,'
u'llah was working among those leading personalities 
of the world. 

-LEA Nys 

Australian NSA Asks Continued Contribution; 
For Construdion of Temple in Sydney 

A letter from the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of Australia expresses the hope that the 
Baha'is will continue their contributions for the con
struction of the Sydney Temple, so that there will be 
no interruption or delay in its early completion. It 
says: "The project is creating a lot of public interest; 
over 1,000 cars pass the site each hour on Saturdays 
and Sundays. tt 

Thirty New Lotal Assemblies Established 
In Area of Southeast Asia Regional Assembly 

The formation of thirty new local spiritual assemblies 
in the area under the jurisdiction of the Regional 
Spiritual Assembly of Southeast Asia was accomplish
ed on April 21, 1958. 

Eight of these assemblies are located in Vietnam, 
where the number of believers now number about 200. 

Bahci'tt'Ucih and the New Era has recently been 
translated into Vietnamese, and 3,000 copies have been 
published to assist in attaining the goal of 500 Baha.'
is in Vietnam by the time of the Djakarta Confer
ence in September. 
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Six Newly-Formed Local Spiritual Assemblies of Central Vietnam 

FiTst Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha';s of Hoa 
Thai, Quang Nam Province, Central Vietnam, 

FiTst Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Quang 
Ngai, Quang Ngai PrDvince, Cen.trat Vietnam. 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha',s of Ph" 
Tho, Quang Nam Province, Centra! Vietnam. 

FiTSt Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha',s of Son 
Thang, Quang Nam Province, Central Vietnam. 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is oj Ky 
Ngoc, Quang Nam Province, Central Vietnam. 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha',s of Tou
Tane, Centra~ Vietnam. 
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First Philippine Baha'i Summer Sc:hool 
Conducted at Solano in Two Languages 

The first Baha'i Summer School and Conference in 
the Philippines was held at Solano, in the province 
of Nueva Vizcaya on Luzon Island, where more than 
twenty years ago The Greatest Name was first made 
known on these islands. 

This conference was he'.d in the humble, window
less l:Ia~iratu'l-Quds, erected by the loving sacrifices 
of the Solano friends. Baha'i children opened the first 
session with a beautifully composed choral greeting 
that added the element of youthful gladness and 
meekness to the spiritual atmosphere. 

All prayers and talks were spoken in either English 
or the llocano languages and then translated into the 
other, so that all present might understand the pro
ceedings. 

Orlando D. Maddela, the convenor of the school, 
is the son of the first Baha'i believer of the Philip
pines. He not only conducted the school program, 
but spoke at a public meeting at the Plaza of Solano, 
held on the evening of May 31. Other speakers at this 
meeting were Mariano Tagubat of Solano, and William 
Allison, a recently-arrived pioneer from the United 
States. 

Sixty-two persons attended the first day's sessions 
of the summer school. Mr. Tagubat, Theodore Boeh
nert, and Mr. Allison spoke on subjects that included 
the history, the principles, and the administration of 
the Faith. 

On the second day, speake rs discussed the laws and 
ordinances of Baha'u'llah, the Will and Testament of 
'Abdu'l-Baha. and prospects for the future. Forty-two 
persons attended these meetings. 

The closing session was devoted to the study of 
the Regional Spiritual Assembly's Six-Year Teaching 
Plan and the part of the Philippine Islands in this 
·plan. Sul>jects included: multiplication of centers, 
pioneering, increase in the number of believers, con
solidation of existing centers, summer schools, trans-
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lations and publications, incorporation of local spirit
ual assemblies, obtaining l:ia~iratu'l-Quds, the Baha'i 
Fund, and teaching conferences. 

This first summer school was an inspiring demon
stration to the Philippine believers of the Baha'i 
spirit of love and unity, and their steadfastness in 
their beloved Cause. 

Chicago Tribune Publishes Prodamation 
of Faith by Well-Known Author 

Some years ago the Book of the Month Club an
nounced as one of its monthly selections a book en
titled Song Of the Sky by Guy Murchie. The name 
of Baha'u'lU.h appeared in this volume and the an
nouncement of the book stated that Guy Murchie was 
a Baha'i. 

Now this well-known Baha'i author has written an 
article entitled "I Am A Baha'i," which is featured 
in the magazine section of the Chicago Sunday Trib
une of July 13, 1958. 

The Sunday Tribune has a very large circulation 
throughout the middle west and even in distant cities. 
For example, Mr. Murchie's article was noted and 
put to good use with contacts by a believer in port
land, Ore. Many inquiries for Baha'i literature have 
come to the National Baha'i headquarters from Sun
day Tribune readers, and the number of visitors to 
the Temple has noticeably increased. 

~'I Am A Baha'i. This means that 1 believe in the 
new world Faith that began in Persia a hundred 
years ago and has just now come into general at
tention in the West," Guy Murchie·s article begins. 
He explains his interest in the Baha'i Faith by stat
ing that as a writer for the Chicago Tribune he had 
been asked by Col. Robert R. McCormick, seventeen 
years ago, to find out what the Baha'i Temple, then 
under construction, "was all about. U 

°The spiritual creed behind this extraordinary cre
ation struck me as so reasonable and beautiful that, 

First Philippine BaM'! 

Summer Schoo!, held May 

31..June 1, 1958, at Solano, 

Luzon. 



BAHA'I NEWS 

Eight members of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the BaM'is of the Greater Antilles for 1958-1959. 

after- a few months of studying its history and princi .. 
pies and finding it stood for world unity and love 
and progress, and that it did not conflict with Chris
tianity (but rather fulfilled it), nor modern science, nor 
anything else I believed in, I embraced it in its en .. 
tirety. " 

The article as a whole presents an interesting and 
sound exposition of the history and teachings of our 
revelation. The Shrine of the Bab and the Baha'i 
House of Worship are illustrated. American believers 
can be grateful not only to Mr. Murchie, but also 
to the late Col. McCormick and the Chicago Tribune 
for many instances of publicity favorable to the Faith 
of Baha'u'llah. 

The editor of the Chicago Sunday Tribune has 
given permission to the Baha'i Publishing Trust to 

Second annual convention of the 

Baha'is Of the Greater Antilles, 

held at Port .. au-Prince, Haiti, in 

April 1958. 
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reprint Guy Murchie's article as a pamphlet. Mr. 
Murchie has also consented to this arrangement. The 
Publishing Trust will announce the pamphlet when 
ready, 

Indians of Five Southwestern Tribes 
Weekend Guests at Gimlin Ranch 

Fifty-five persons gathered at the Gimlin ranch 
near Camp Verde, Ariz., on the weekend of July 25-27, 
for two "Indian Days." 

Some came hundreds of miles. as did two Navajo 
families. Fifteen of the twenty-eight Indian friends 
came from the nearby Camp Verde Apache Reserva
tion. Other tribes represented were Yavapai, Mohave, 
Walpi, and Otomi. Ceremonial dances held concur
rently in Hopiland prevented several Hopi friends 
from coming. One guest Was a visitor to Arizona from 
Helsinki, Finland. 

Nine Baha'i communities in Arizona, California, and 
Nevada were represented. Meals were pot-luck, and 
many brought overnight camping equipment. 

Plans for this weekend began early last spring, 
when Mr. and Mrs. Begay Tsosie, who live near the 
Monument Valley country in Arizona, visited their 
first white home, a Baha'i residence in Sparks, Nev. 

No program was arranged, but Indian arts and 
crafts were displayed, including Papa go and Apache 
basketry. water color paintings, and an unusual ex .. 
hibit of natural dye pigments used in Navajo weaving. 

The warmth and love felt by everyone who came 
was reflected in the spontaneous participation of the 
Indian guests. Prayers were given in Apache, Yava
pai, and Navajo. The Baha'i prayers were translated 
into Navajo. 

Through an interpreter, as spokesman for the Nava .. 
jo who speak no English, Mr. Tsosie expressed the 
appreciation and thanks of all, and said that he felt 
this meeting was a beginning. a promise of things 
to come. He spoke of the need for more meetings 
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such as this one, so that peoples who have been 
apart can come together in the spirit of oneness and 
brotherhood. 

Highlighting the weekend, for all those who knew 
of it, was a touching demonstration of this fine man's 
acceptance of Baha'u'llah, through His son. Mr. Tsosie, 
who had heard the wonderful message of Bahil'u'U1ili 
in Navajo last spring, asked through his interpreter 
if a certain white figur.lne in the ranchhouse were of 
BaM 'u 'lhih. 

He was told it was not, then shown a picture of 
the son of Baha'u'llah. He stood looking at 'Abdu'l
Baha's picture silently for a long moment, then 
touched his heart and his head, and knelt in rever
ence. He then spoke in Navajo to his eleven-year-old 
boy, who repeated the same act of devotion. 

When the hour came for starting the long drives 
home, everyone gathered for prayer and heard the 
words of Baha'u'llilh in supplication for protection, 
again spoken in Navajo. The bounty shared in this 
weekend of fellowship was an uplifting and inspiring 
experience for all. 

" Greensboro Baha'is Present Faith 
On Six Television Programs 

-CHARLOTTE NELSON 

NORMAN GIMLIN 

The Greensboro, N. Car., Baha'i community has 
recently taken advantage of a most unusual opportu
nity to present the Faith to the general public in 
three states: Virginia. North Carolina, and South 
Carolina. 

It all started several months ago, when the com
munity was asked to join the Greensboro Ministerial 
Fellowship, with the local spiritual assembly chair
man as representative. This gave the chairman the 
opportunity to attend luncheons and meetings, and 
will eventually give him an opportunity to tell Greens
boro's leading Protestant clergy about the Faith. 

Being a member entitles one to the privilege of 
having the Faith and its representative listed in the 
Church Directory, and presenting six fifteen-minute 
programs of a devotional nature on television station 
WFMY-TV. No sooner had the Faith become a mem-
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First Local Spiritual Assembly Of the Baha'is of Fresno 
Judicial District, Calif., formed April 21, 1958. 

ber of this fellowship than the chairman was told 
he would be responsible for the programs from June 
9 to June 15. 

Much planning and a great deal of preparation 
went into the making-up of these programs. It was 
decided by the Teaching Committee that each morn
ing "Words for the World" would be played, with 
slides of the Gardens on Mount Carmel as the video 
picture. 

Subsequently the chairman selected a special de
votional theme for each day, using Paris Talks~ Di
vine Art of Living~ and Life Eternal as source books. 

The beauty, the dignity, and the power of the Cre
ative Word: the impression of the program created 
somewhat of a sensation at WFMY-TV. Everyone was 
asking about the Faith and the Gardens. One of the 
Greensboro Baha'is is a continuity writer at the sta
tion, and he was plied with questions. 

Several pieces of mail soon arrived from outlying 
areas in North Carolina, the only correspondence ever 
received pertaining to the "Devotions" program. One 

Baha'i Su.mmer School in. Kuching, 

Sarawak, May 10, 1958. 
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FiTst Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Forest, 
Ont., Canada, formed on April 21, 1958. 

letter urgently appealed for information on life after 
death. 

Since WFMY-TV has been telecasting since 1949, 
and instigated the program at that time, the fact that 
the Baha'i Faith attracted the only correspondence in 
nine years is of some significance. 

On Sunday, June 15, the program was conducted 
by the Greensboro Local Assembly chairman, Jack 
Davis, who had as his guest Mrs. Irma Hayden, 
chairman of the Nashville, Tenn' t Local Spiritual As
sembly. Having two races on the program was a 
very important teaching factor in the South, and is 
bound to have a far-reaching effect. 

To have had such a privilege as these six programs, 
telecast over one of the largest and most powerful 
stations in the nation, is assuredly one that could not 
be devised; the opportunity was created for us, and is 
just another step forward to recognition and the ulti
mate emancipation of the Faith in this section of 
the country. 

-F. KIMBALL KINNEY 

Bahli'i Group of Manila, Philippine 

Islands, on April 20, 1958. 

Los Angeles' Youth Panel Discussion! 
Attract Youth and Adults to Faith 

· ...... -.. -............ ._-<-
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The Youth and Young Adult Committee of Los 
Angeles, Calif., in an effort to expand its services 
in attracting more young people to the Faith. has 
developed an excellent plan which has been used 
successfully for more than two years . 
. Working closely with the Local Spiritual Assembly, 
It has not only presented youth panels for firesides 
and for a public meeting each month but also, under 
the Area Teaching Committee of the Southwestern 
States t has sent "travelling panels" to several other 
communities in Southern California and Nevada. Each 
panel is comprised of three or four youth, or young 
adult speakers t and an adult moderator. The modera. 
tor gives a brief introduction to the Faith to intro
duce the subject. the questions, and the speakers. 
The speakers each have five minutes to answer two 
questions, after which the moderator sums up and 
opens the meeting for general discussion, assisting 
the panel members to answer questions when neces
sary. 

Very careful preparation has gone into this program. 
A two-hour study class, for all those interested in 
this method of teaching, provided for one hour of 
deepening in the Faith with the help of Mrs. Jesma 
Herbert and Miss Serrita Camargo, experienced teach
ers. This was followed by a one-hour workshop in 
which five minute talks. assigned in advance, were 
given. These talks were recorded on tape and played 
back for evaluation and constructive criticism. 

The next phase was a two-hour class of straight 
study and discussion, with the aid of various stUdy 
outlines. This was followed by a teaching institute 
using, besides many quotes on teaching, the study of 
the brochure Success in Teaching by Ruhlyyih 
Khanum. 

The fourth phase was a one-hour study period on 
"The Covenant and Administration" followed by prac
tical workshops and discussion on such subjects as: 
opening a new city to the Faitht functioning as an 
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FiTst Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Phuoc 
Long, Gia.dinh PTovince, South Vietnam. 

isolated Baha'i or as a group, forming an assembly, 
knowing and using the Baha'i institutions, living the 
Baha'i life, the Ten-Year Crusade, pioneering, and 
work on the homefront. Charts, maps, and all avail
able visual aids were used extensively, and throughout 
the emphasis was on the orientation and services of 
Baha'i youth and young adults in the Baha'i com
munity and the World Crusade. Finally there was 
systematic study of Some Answered Questions. 

Much prayer and consultation goes into the selec
tion of panel topics as well as the speakers for each. 
Alternates are chosen at the same time, and a mod
erator who will work well with the particular panel 
and speakers. A rehearsal is always held by the panel 
members before the public meeting. The secretary and 
chairman of the committee attend all rehearsals and 
careful records are kept on possible speakers and 
moderators as well as those that have participated, 
including the dates and places. Letters of invitation 
to participate in this program are sent to all young 
people and moderators recommended by the assembly 
and by the area teaching committee. 

The panels presented thus far include such a wide 
range of subjects as: The History of the Faith, The 
Central Figures of the Faith, The Administrative Or
der; Human Life and its Purpose, What Is Religion~, 
and Foundations of Human Progress. 

The enthusiasm and capacity of the young people 
has been an inspiration to the community, and the 
impact upon the audiences to which they have spoken 
has been most effective in attracting both youth and 
adUlts to the F.aith. This, or a similar p]an for using 
the talents and energy of young people, could well 
be adopted in every Baha'i community where there 
is even a small number of youth and young adults. 

Faith Publicized in Saigon Magazine 
One of the prominent Saigon, Vietnam, magazines, 

Bong Lua, has published an article on the Baha'i 
Faith, together with photographs of the Holy Shrines 
and the International Archives Building in Haifa, the 
House of Worship in Wilmette, and several Baha'i 
gatherings. 

Chicago Assembly's Weekly Meetings at YMCA 
Praised by Religious Work Committee 

--

The Local Spiritual Assembly of Chicago, Ill., has 
sponsored a program of weekly meetings at the Wash~ 
ington Park YMCA since July 1957. Most of these 
meetings have featured Baha'i speakers on various 
aspects of the Faith, followed by a question and 
answer period. 

One speaker was Mrs. Vivian Wesson, Baha'i pio
neer on leave from Liberia, with students from Liberia 
participating in the discussion of that country. An
other was a young Chicago Baha'i who had spent 
the summer in Mexico in voltmteer work among 
underprivileged children. There were also several ses~ 
sions devoted to reading and discussion of such Baha'i 
books as The Reality of Man and Foundations of 
World Unity. 

As a result of this weekly activity at the Washing
ton Park YMCA, the Baha'is were invited to 
participate in their Annual Springtime Tea, spon
sored by the Religious Work Committee of this branch 
of the "Y" as a friendly gesture to the religious 
workers of many denominations during the year. This 
year the occasion had further significance because 
it marked the lOOth anniversary of the founding of 
the YMCA in Chicago. 

At this gathering the general chairman of the ac
tivity introduced the Baha'is, praised their religious 
activity during the year, and expressed the hope that 
it would continue. 

Setond Cherokee Woman Embraces Faith 
Mrs. Nellie Jumper, a Cherokee residing on the 

Indian reservation at Cherokee, N. Car., has enrolled 
in the Baha'i Faith, the American Indian Service Com
mittee has revealed. 

With Mrs. Jumper and Mrs. Minnie Feather, also 
Cherokee, and Mrs. Ethel Murray, the Baha'i pioneer, 
there are now three Baha'is on the reservation, which 
is small in area. 

Baha'i Literature Published in Indonesian 
The translation of Bahli'u'Ucih and the New Era 

in the Indonesian language has been approved, and is 
now in the process of being printed. The booklet 
Baha'i Community has also been translated into In
donesian, and will soon be published. 

Summer School Held at Santiago, Rep. Dom, 
The first National Summer School of the Domini

can Republic for 1958-1959 was held the first week
end of June at Santiago. Baha'is and students from 
Cuidad Trujillo, Moca, and Santiago took part. 

Deprived of Baha'f Membership 

The Regional Spiritual Assembly of Argentina, Bol
ivia, Chile, Paraguay, and Uruguay has heen obliged 
to remove the Baha'i voting rights of Mrs. Frances 
Benedict Stewart, an American who has been pioneer~ 
ing in Latin America. She can no longer be recognized 
as a Baha'i in the United States or elsewhere. 

- u. s. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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Teaching the Cause is the fore
most duty and greatest delight of 
every Baha'i. It devolves upon us, 
therefore, to consider how we can 
improve our teaching activities, 

Knowledge 
The main requisites of teaching 

are knowledge, faith, and love. The 
Founder of our Faith has empha
sized that the person who would 
teach others must first teach him
self. Systematic, regular study of the 
tenets and history of our Faith is a 
must for all, young and old. Summer 
schools, conferences, classes, and 
informal get-togethers are means for 
supplementing, but not supplanting, 
wivate study. 

Teaching also is a learning proc
ess. If you want to master a subject, 
try giving a course on it! We dare 
not wait for our knowledge to be
come perfect before rushing into the 
arena of teaching. We shall never 
know everything about our all-em
bracing Faith but each one of us, no 
matter how ignorant or lacking in 
capacity, has something to impart 
to inquirers. We must never be 
overwhelmed by our inadequate 
knowledge or inability because it is 
not our puny efforts but solely God's 
confirming grace that makes Baha·1. 

Our value as teachers sinks to zero 
if we feel that we have the power 
to confirm souls. We must avoid the 
extremes of underestimating and of 
overrat.ing our abilities, The secret 
of success in teaching is God-con~ 
sciousness. According the Faith first 
place in our lives and realizing that 
bestowing the Glad-Tidings of BaM
'u'IIa.h on others is our supreme task 
and the source of our lasting happi
ness, will lead us to acquire the 
knowledge that is needful. 

Faith 
Faith is contagious, Our devotion 

to the Cause is bound to influence 
inquirers. Faith will move moun
tains of doubt, fear, Wlbelief, ignor
ance, and sin. We of the West must 
take heed not to let the world be too 
much with Us or to permit material 
pursuits to dwarf our spiritual as
pirations. 

It has often happened that when 
the teaching outlook in a locality ap-
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First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of TerceiTa. 
Island, AZOTes, formed on April 21, 1958. 

peared very dark the doors of prog
ress suddenly opened in response to 
prayer. Self-discipline is required if 
prayer is to playa larger part in our 
scheme of daily living. What we oc
cidentals most urgently require is 
what the Persians call tavajjuh, 
which means turning our faces 
toward God. It is faith that gives us 
the motivation to teach. Once the 
desire to teach is powerful enough, 
abundant means and opportunities 
will be found, particularly in coun
tries like Britain and America where 
freedom abides. 

Love 
The requisite of love must be dem

onstrated both toward God and 
toward His creatures. When the 
strong emotion of love is focussed 
on both God and man, the result can 
only be unlimited triumph in teach
ing the Faith of God. Too often we 
think of subject matter by itself in
stead of related to the experience 
and background of the learner, In 
teaching, the learner must be upper
most in our minds and the effect of 
what we say will be tremendously 
enhanced if it is suffused with the 
spirit of love. 

According to traditions accepted 
as authentic by al.Buk....bari, the 
Prophet MuI,1ammad imparted to His 

companions valuable hints on teach
ing. "Announce agreeable things; do 
not startle your auditor." This could 
mean that we eschew the evange
list's approach of threatening the 
listener with the tortures of Hell'and 
instead picture to him the happy 
Baha'i world commonwealth of the 
future in which the wealth of m an
kind will not be squandered on in
struments of human destruction but 
will be consecrated to such con
structive ends as the sharpening 
and refinement of the human mind 
and the prolongation of life. 

What we teach must be built on 
the thought patterns and experience 
of the inquirer and not be repugnant 
to him. Of course we cannot alter 
the teachings to make them more 
palatable, but the order of our teach
ing should be such that the negative 
commands COme later, after the in
quirer understands the stations of 
the Central Figures of the Faith. 

Our aim is to attract, not to repel. 
"Make the way easy and not diffi
cult)" counseled MulJammad. When 
we carry out this instruction, we 
shall succeed in guiding the "wait
ing servants" to the "chosen high
way" which leads to personal and 
social salvation. Faith, knowledge, 
and love constitute the armour of 
God with which We can capture the 
"cities of men's hearts." 

-DR. ROBERT GULICK, JR. 



BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
A new monthly magazine, The Mediterranean and 

EurafTica, has published in its first issue (June 1958) 
an article· entitled "Baha'ism-Another View of the 
Middle East" by Delia Mary Seton. 

The purpose of this article was apparently to es
tablish a new conception of IsLam in the western 
world by pointing out that the Baha'i Faith was 
"kindled within the bosom of Islam, and now it ex
tends as far afield as Africa and-perhaps most sig
nificantly of all-it has its headquarters in Haifa, 
Israel. " 

The author has made a careful study of Baha'i 
sources and her article is a very creditable expo
sition of the Faith. 

A reference to Bah.i'u'llah appears on page 68 of 
"The Story of Orchestral Music and its Times H by 
Paul Grabbe. 

Mirror for Youth, published quarterly by Youth of 
All Nations, Inc., New York, reprints a letter written 
by an American student to her "pen pal" in Ger
many. This letter describes a visit she made to a 
Baha'i fireside meeting. "It was really wonderful, It 
made me feel as if, in spite of superficial differences, 
there is really a chance that the world can be ruled 
through peace and understanding, instead of the child
ish quarrels that have always plagued men's rela
tions with their neighbors. to 

The Frankfurter AUgemeine (Germany) Sunday, 
May 3, 1958, published a long and detailed article 
about the Faith, illustrated by two large photographs 
of the Wilmette Baha'i House of Worship, an exterior 
and an interior view, and also by a picture of the 
dome of the I:Ia~iratu'l-Quds, Tihran, showing the mili-
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tary leaders who were beginning the destruction of 
the dome there, May 1955. 

In the light of the Intercontinental Conference sched
uled for Germany, this article was most opportune. 

An Israeli publication dealing with freedom of re
ligion, freedom from fear. and freedom from want, 
carries an illustration of the Shrine of the Bab. 

The June 1958 issue of Harper's Magazine contains 
an unusual reference to the Faith, In an article by 
Dan Wakefield about a group of teen-age New York
ers who have abandoned the ways of violence and 
seek to imbue other youths with their new outlook, he 
says "As a young man in his early twenties, Ramon 
(Diaz) came from Puerto Rico on a pilgrimage to the 
Baha'i Temple in Chicago and stopped off in New York 
on the way." 

Three references to the Faith appear in Wilmette 
Life for July 31, 1958. One is a progress report on 
the construction of the Baha'i Home, with a photo
graph of the building. Another reports the publica
tion of Great Themes of Life by Eric Bowes and 
the presentation of a copy to Wilmette Public Library 
by the local BaM'ls. The third states that the Baha'I 
House of Worship is one of more than 100 Houses 
of Worship discussed in Historic ChuTches of the 
United States by Robert C. Broderick, published by 
Wilfred Funk. 

Calendar of Events 
FEASTS 

September 8-'Izzat (Might) 
September 27-Ma~Diyyat (Will) 

INTERCONTINENTAL CONFERENCE 
September 22-27-Djakarta, Indonesia 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
October 10-12 

Weekdays 

Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

10 :30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (Entire building) 
7 :00 p.m. to 9 :00 p.m. (Auditorium only) 

Sundays and Holidays 
10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Entire building) 
5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. (Auditorium only) 

Sundays 
Service of Worship 

3:30 p.m., lasting until 4:15. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the BahA'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items, and photographs of general interest are reauested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from national assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1958·59: Mrs, Eunice Braun, Miss 
Charlotte Linfoot. Richard C. Thomas. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S,A, 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 L~Qen Avenue, Wilmette, Dlinois, U.S,A. 



NO. 332 BAHA'I YEAR 115 OCTOBER 1958 

"The Most Important Work Human Beings Have Ever Done 

In the History of Our Planet" 

A Communication From the Custodians of the Faith 

I T IS nine months since our world was shaken and 
hearts broken by the passing of our beloved 

Guardian. Those poignant words which he wrote 
after the ascension of 'Abdu'l-Baha now echo in OUT 

ears with a personal meaning to our generation: "The 
shock has been too terrible and sudden for us all to 
recover from in so short a time, but whenever we 
recall His Sayings and read His Writings, hope springs 
in our hearts and gives us peace that no other ma
terial comfort can give." Although the official period 
of mourning has now ended, we know that inwardly 
each Baha'i will always grieve deeply for the loss of 
that priceless embodiment of loving kindness and di· 
vine wisdom. 

The spontaneous declarations of love for our be
loved Guardian and loyalty to the Hands of the Cause, 
raised up by his sacred pen to be the "Chief Stewards 
of the embryonic world commonwealth of Baha'u'll;ih," 
which have been received from all parts of the world, 
many of them voiced in terms of surpassing beauty, 
have been a source of great comfort and strength 
to us. 

The Hands of the Cause serving in the Holy Land, 
as well as the members of the International Baha'i 
Council, have felt particularly the terrible physical 
absence of our beloved Guardian in this place most 
closely associated with him, where every object our 
eyes fall on recalls to us his labor, his perseverance, 
his final sacrifice. The great waves of prayer and of 
loving confidence, which have come pouring in to us 
from the national spiritual assemblies and the be
lievers all over the world, have reassured and sus
tained us, and have given us strength and courage as 
we labor to protect the World Center and maintain it 
as the unifying hub of the great wheel of the Cause 
our Guardian so carefully built up and set in motion. 
This has given us assurance that our Guardian himself 
is aiding us to aid him. We thank all the friends for the 
support and assistance they have given, for the won-

derful spirit of steadfastness they have shown, and 
the many deeds they have performed in the beloved 
Guardian's name since his passing. This united action 
which has resulted in so many victories, is, in the 
words of the beloved Guardian himself, "an added 
proof to the world that there is a mighty spirit that 
animates the friends, that there is nothing impossible 
to them." 

The Custodians, the group of Hands serving at the 
World Center on behalf of the Hands of the Cause 
throughout the world, have had to meet and surmount 
many problems. Some of the permanently appointed 
Custodians, because of attendance at various confer
ences to which they were sent by the beloved Guard
ian, and for reasons of health, have been unable 
to be in residence at Haifa at all times. We 
have been fortunate, however, in having their 
places filled temporarily by the following Hands, who 
have acted as substitute Custodians: U go Giachery, 
John Ferraby, Shu'a'u'llfth 'Alit'i, Adelbert Miihlschle
gel~ 'Ali MuJ:lammad Varqa, and William Sears. This 
arrangement has been most fortuitous, as it has 
brought us first·hand reports of the status of the Faith 
in various areas and enabled these temporary Cust~ 
dians to better sense the overall needs of the Faith 
as seen from the World Center. 

Beloved friends, we are now, together, embarked 
upon the most important work which human beings 
have ever done in the history of our planet. Ours is 
the priceless privilege and the grave, inescapable 
responsibility of raising up that sacred institution, the 
Universal House of Justice. This can be done only 
after the complete triumph of his Ten~Year Plan, 
which is designed to lay the necessary foundation for 
that weighty and supreme Edifice of the World Order 
of Baha'u'llw. 

The measure of divine protection already accorded 
our precious Cause at the World Center, in the cradle 
of the Faith, and throughout the world, since the be-
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loved Guardian's passing, has been truly miraculous. 
Surely this is that same divine protection spoken of 
by the Master in His letter to the entire Baha'i world 
following the passing of Bahfl'u'llah. His words today 
bring us not only solace in our bereavement, but a 
firm and undying resolve to fulfill Our high destiny. 

"0 ye beloved of the Lord I ••• Today is the day for 
steadfastness and constancy. Blessed are they that 
stand fast and firm and immovable as the rock, and 
brave the storm and stress of this tempestuous hour. 
They, verily, shall receive His divine assistance and 
shall be truly victorious . . . In His Most Holy Book 
He calleth the firm and steadfast of His friends. '0 
people olthe world! Should the radiance of My Beauty 
be veiled, and the temple of My body be hidden, feel 
not perturbed, nay arise and bestir yourselves, that 
My Cause may triumph, and My Word be heard by 
all mankind.'" 

With warm Baha'i love, 
In the service of the beloved Guardian, 

Signed: RumYYIH A. FURUTAN 

Haifa, Israel 
August 8, 1958 

A. Q. FAIZI 
A. VARQA 

PAUL HANEY 

WILLIAM SEARS 

Commentary by u.s. National Spiritual Assembly 

Beloved Friends: 
Marking the end of the official period of mourning 

for our irreparable loss and grief at the passing of 
the beloved Guardian, the communication addressed to 
each individual believer throughout the world by the 
Hands of the Cause resident in the Holy Land, dated 

oeiOIE. 19" 
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August 8, greatly strengthens the bond which unifies 
the believers in their devotion to the World Center. 

How gratifying to Baha'is in these difficult days to 
learn of the "spontaneous declarations of love for our 
beloved Guardian and loyalty to the Hands of the 
Cause" received from all parts of the world, and the 
"great waves of prayer and of loving confidence which 
have been pouring in to us from national spiritual as
semblies and the believers all over the world." 

On the other hand, as the Guardian said, "inwardly 
each Baha'i will always grieve deeply for the loss of 
that priceless embodiment of loving kindness and di
vine wisdom." 

We are brought closer to the work proceeding so en
ergetically at the World Center by the realization that 
the Hands there have had to "meet and surmount 
many problems, It including the temporzry replacement 
of those Hands who have missions to carry out else
where, or have been called away for reasons of health. 

The climax of this communication comes in this pas
sage: "Beloved friends, we are now, together, em
barked upon the most important work which human 
beings have ever done in the history of our planet, Ours 
is the priceless privilege and the grave, inescapable 
responsibility of raising up that sacred institution, the 
Universal House of Justice. This can be done only after 
the complete triumph of the Ten-Year Plant which is 
designed to lay the necessary foundation for that 
weighty and supreme edifice of the World Order of 
Baha'u'llah." Thus, spiritually renewed and purified by 
the forces conveyed through these words, we return to 
our immediate duties and responsibilities for assuring 
the success of the World Crusade. 

-U,S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Eleven Hands of the Cause, 2,259 Baha'is Attend Historic 
Fourth Intercontinental Conference in Frankfurt Germany 

! 

THE fourth of the five Baha'i Intercontinental Con
ferences requested by the beloved Guardian was 

visibly under his guiding and inspiring influence, and 
greatly blessed by the presence of his special repre
sentative, the revered Hand of the Cause of God, Mrs. 
Amelia Collins, vice-president of the International 
Baha'i COWlcil; and by ten other Hands of the Cause, 
nineteen Auxiliary Board members. representatives of 
sixteen regional and national spiritual assemblies, and 
2.259 believers, more than half of them from fran, 
which gave a deeply stirring manifestation of the unity 
of the East and the West, as foretold by the Master. 

This historic conference was held at the Congress 
Hall, in Messegelande, Frankfurt/Main, Germany, 
from July 25 through 29, 1958, while from July 22 
through 24 a reception for the registration of Baha'is 
took place at Stanley Hall in the Zoological Gardens. 

The Words of Baha'u'llah: "It beseemeth all men in 
tbis day to take firm hold on the Most Great Name, 
and to establish the unity of all mankind. There is no 
place to flee to, no refuge that anyone can seek except 
Him." appeared on the cover of the attractive Con-

ference Program, which carried also a sketch of the 
Mother Temple of Europe, to be erected by the Com
munity of the Most Great Name near Frankfurt/Main. 
In the program we read the Call to the Conference by 
Dr. Adelbert Miililschlegel, chairman of the host Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Germany and Austria. in 
which the five-fold purpose of the Conference was set 
forth; as well as the names of the national assemblies 
officially represented, as requested by the Guardian: 
the British Isles, represented by Ernest Gregory; Italy 
and Switzerland, by Fritz Schar; the United States, by 
Charles Wolcott; and Germany and Austria by Dr. 
Eugen Schmidt. 

At the entrance to the Congress Hall a large sign 
proclaimed Baha'u'llah's affirmation that "Religion is 
a Radiant Light," and dominating the interior of the 
hall the Greatest Name, magnified many times~ 
hung against the grey-curtained wall back of the plat
form; many beautiful Persian rugs were on the floor 1 

as well as on the long table across the front of it, 
the floor surrounding it, and the stairs leading up to 
the platform. Here the Hands of the Cause were seated 
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during all the sessions of the Conference, with the 
Auxiliary Board members and representatives of the 
national spiritual assemblies seated in the first two 
rows below the platform. 

The Conference was convened by Dr. Adelbert 
Mtihlschlegel, who announced that the Guardian's 
representative was about to enter the Hall, where
upon the great assemblage arose in silent homage as 
Mrs. Amelia Collins ascended the platform, escorted 
by Dr. Ugo Giachery and Dr. Hermann Grossmann. 
A period of eloquent silence was followed by a mem
orial service for the Guardian, with readings from 
PrayeTs and Meditations, and the Prayer for the Di
vine Plan by 'Abdu'l-Baha., in German, English, and 
Persian. 

Mrs, Collins Speaks of the Guardian 

Mrs. Collins then addressed the friends; from her 
VOice, carrying clear and strong over the microphone, 
and from her face, radiant and smiling, emanated a 
love that reached the heart of each one present. 

"How can I ever find words to bring to you what 
is in my heart about ouk .~/ Guardian?" she 
asked. HI feel we must all fill ourselves at this time, 
so that his spirit and his wishes will carry us through 
the next five years of the Global Crusade he initiated, 
and enable us to consummate his every hope and 
wish! This, the fulfillment of his own plan, is the 
loving memorial we must build for him. 

IIWhen I first heard of the passing of 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
I was a young believer, and after the provisions of 
His Will and Testament became known, my whole 
heart and soul turned to that 'youthful Branch' ap~ 
pointed by Him to watch over and guide the Faith of 
Baha'u'llilh. How I prayed that God would help me 
to make him happy! Early in 1923 I first met our 
divine Guardian in Haifa. He was just a young man, 
with all the determination to carry forward the great 
work entrusted to his care. He was so spontaneous, 
so loving and outgoing in the buoyancy of his beau· 
tiful heart. Through the years we all watched with 
wonder and in ever deepening devotion to him and 
appreciation of his God.given gifts, the unfoldment of 
Baha'u'llah's Divine Order, which he built up so pa
tiently and wisely all over the world; but, dear friends, 
at what a cost to himself! 

"In 1951, when the Guardian called some of the 
friends to serve him in Haifa, I began to learn of 
some of the things he had passed through. His face 
was so sad, one could see his very spirit had been 
oppressed, during the time when the family opposed 
and finally abandoned the Faith and the Guardian 
to go their own way. I can truthfully say that for a 
number of years, we who served in the World Center 
seldom saw him smile ... His sufferings had been 
heartbreaking, 

"The Guardian had a profound and innate humility. 
Whenever the Faith was involved he was afire in his 
defense and king-like in the authority with which he 
spoke, but as a human being he was self-effacing, and 
would brush aside our adulation and praise and turn 
it toward the Central Figures of the Faith. We know 
this characteristic of his, how he would not allow 
a photo taken of himself, but invariably urged the 
friends to place a picture of the Master in the room. 
He would not permit the friends to have clothing or 
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Congress HaH, FTankfurt/Main, Germany, where the 
fourth Bahci.~i Intercontinental Conference was held on 

July 25-29, 1958. 

things of his, lest they might be considered as relics. 
"After the years of sorrow and trial he went through 

with the family? after his final separation from them, 
came a new joy to our beloved Guardian. He loved 
the progress that came with the goals of the Global 
Crusade; it lifted him up. How can r ever describe to 
you his eyes when he came over to the Pilgrim House 
and spoke of a new achievement! His beautiful face 
would be all smiles, he would spread out one of his 
maps on the dining room table, and his fingers would 
point out the new endowment or the new Haziratu'l
Quds purchased, or the new language transl~ted, as 
the case might be. 

HI feel it would be no exaggeration to say that it 
was the progress of the Ten-Year Plan that gave him 
the encouragement to go on working so hard. More 
than once he said, during the last years of his life, 
that his ministry had lasted longer than that of 
Baha'u'lliili and 'Abdu'l-Baha, and he complained of 
the crushing burden, but none of us could think that 
it presaged his demise ... " 

Mrs. Collins then reviewed some of the manifold 
services which the Guardian had rendered the Faith 
of Baha'u'llah, such as the completion of the Shrine 
of the Bab "with an arcade and dome, both of which 
the Master had stated it should have," the erection 
of the monuments and Archives Building, and she de
scribed the developments at the World Center, re
viewed the list of translations as well as the writings, 
which "streamed out over the world in a mighty flow 
of exquisite language." 

"It was his hand jn everything, n she said, Hfrom the 
littlest to the biggest thing . . . Many gloves fell 
apart on that hand but the work of the Cause went 
on uninterruptedly until the last night of his lifel" 
When he had erected the machinery of the Baha'i 
Administrative Order, he suddenly shifted the whole 
machinery into gear and called the first Seven·Year 
Plan, the first step of 'Abdu'I·Baha's Divine Plan which 
is the instrument for the spiritual conquest of the 
entire globe. . What a gift he had and what gifts 
he gave to us!'~ 
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Ten Hands of the Cause photographed at the Frank
fu,rt Intercontinental Conference: From left to right aTe 
Ja!a! Khdzeh, Enoch O!inga" Dhikru'!!<ih Kh<idem, Dr. 
Ade!beTt Miih!sch!ege!, Mrs. Amelia E. Collins, Hasan 
Balyuzi, John Ferraby, John Robarts, Dr. Hermann 
Grossmann, and Dr. Ugo Giachery. Hand of the Cause 
Musa Banani also attended the conference, but was in 

the hospital when this picture was taken. 

In conclusion she said: "He made each believer feel 
that he had a part to play; that he was precious to 
the Faith and had deeds to discharge and enjoyed 
privileges because he was a member of the community 
of the Most Great Name. Let us never lose sight of 
this ... His work in this world is done-ours is not! 
We are in a way Shoghi Effendi's heirs. We have in
herited this work. His plan is completed, ours is the 
task to fulfill it. We must each of us complete our 
share of the World Crusade. This is the memorial we 
must build to our beloved Shoghi Effendi. Let us love 
him now more than ever before, and through the 
power of our love attract his love to us and bring his 
blessings on our labors. Let us not fail him, for he 
never failed us! Let us never forget him, for he never 
forgot us!" 

Prayers closed this morning session, which had in
deed brought the believers close in spirit to the be
loved Guardian, and the hearts were united in humble 
thanksgiving for him and for his great service. The 
prayers at the opening and closing of each session 
were in the different European languages with chant
ing in the Persian language, and all of the talks were 
translated into the English, German, and Persian lan
guages, with a speed and skill that won the apprecia. 
Hon of everyone. 

Message From the Hands in the Holy Land 
In opening the afternoon session, Dr. MUhlschlegel, 

on behalf of the National Spiritual Assembly of Ger
many and Austria, which had been given the honor 
of organizing the conference, extended a warm and 

°CTOI" 19sa 

hearty greeting of welcome to all, and then announced 
that the message from the Hands of the Cause in the 
Holy Land would be read first by Mrs. Collins, fol
lowed with a German translation by Dr. Hermann 
Grossmann, and a Persian translation by JalaI 
Khilzeh. 

This message enumerated the victories that had 
been won in the first five years of the Crusade and 
suggested that "It was this overall pattern of marked 
success . . . that undoubtedly caused our Guardian 
to unite us in these five Intercontinental Conferences, 
not only to humbly thank Baha'u'll3.h for mercies re
ceived, not only to deliberate on ways and means cd 
accomplishing the next five years' work, but as a 
reward for having served faithfully. with enthusiasm 
and consecration, this blessed Cause of God, and, 
as we now see, as a mercy in the hour of separation, 
a tender enfolding of us, his 'dearly beloved co-workers~ 
in the arms of that one who, in his modesty and purity 
of heart, called himself only 'your true brother.' U 

The special tasks to be considered by the Conference 
were "that the budget, now being expended monthly 
for the construction of the Sydney Temple, be met, 
and that at least the major part of the sum required 
for the European Mamriqu'l-Adhkar be raised; and 
that of the 'unprecedented increase' in the number of 
believers throughout the world, calling for pioneers 
'in all continents, in all the islands opened to the Faith, 
on the homefronts, and in the goal territories . . .'" 

The introduction of the Hands of the Cause of God 
by John Nielsen, chairman of the Regional National 
Spiritual Assembly of Scandinavia and Finland, fol
lowed, and each spoke a brief message of greeting; 
Mrs. Amelia Collins, Jal3.1 Khazeh, Dr, Ugo Giachery, 
Dhikru'llah Khadem, Enoch Olinga, Hasan Baiyuzi, 
John Ferraby, Dr. Hermann Grossmann, Dr. Adelbert 
Miihlschlegel, and John Robarts. Ethel Revel, a mem
ber of the International Baha'i Council, also spoke 
briefly during these introductions. 

It was announced that Musa Banimi had hoped to 
be present, but was in the hospital; also that three 
Frankfurt newspapers had given publicity to the 
conference and each had a picture of the proposed 
Temple; that at the press conference there were nine-
teen representatives of the press; and that Dr. Eugen 
Schmidt had been given an interview over the radio 
and on television. This meeting had lasted until after 
seven o'clock, so no evening session was to be held. 

Review of World Crusade Progress 

The second day of the Conference was given over to 
a review of the progress that had been made during 
the first half 01 the Crusade. John Ferraby began 
with a commentary on the Guardian's map of achieve
ments. He explained that the map shown on the screen 
was a copy of the map on which the Guardian had 
worked on the very last day of his life, and that a 
scrap of paper in his own handwriting indicated how 
some things were to be written and these final in
structions were carried out so that the map appeared 
as the Guardian wished it. Mr. Ferraby pointed out 
some of the goals which had been achieved, such as 
the national and regional assemblies formed, the 
I:Ia#ratu'l..Quds and endowments purchased, the long 
list of tribes in Africa-which particularly pleased the 
Guardian, the nineteen Temple sites purchased during 
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the Crusade, and the recognition of Baha'i Holy Days 
in forty-four countries, which is a sign that the Faith 
is being recognized. He pointed out also that the map 
was on display below the platform where the friends 
could study it more closely, and he added, "He made 
of it a work of art, a thing of beauty which we can 
carry in our hearts as a memorial." 

This visual review of achievements was followed by 
the living review when nineteen members of the Auxil
iary Boards for the propagation and protection of the 
Faith were called to the platform: io all, thirteen 
from Europe, three from Asia, two from Africa and one 
from America. Fifteen regional and national spiritual 
assemblies were represented, namely: Germany and 
Austria, the British Isles, Italy and Switzerland, United 
States, frim, Arabian Peninsula, Pakist£m, India and 
Burma, Northeast Africa, Northwest Africa, 'Iraq, 
Northeast Asia, Benelux, Scandinavia and Finland, 
Iberian Peninsula, and France. "This review of rep· 
resentatives is the greatest memorial to our Guardian," 
cried Ugo Giachery. "For thirty-six years he pre
pared what we are witnessing now!" 

5 

Knight. of Baha'u'lilih Introduced 

The afternoon session began with the reading of 
the messages which had been received from over the 
world. Then, as a further "living review" of achieve
ments, the Knights of Baha'u'l1ah, those who had arisen 
at the beginning of the Crusade to pioneer. were called 
to the platform and each one introduced by Dr. Gia
chery. Forty-eight were present from twenty-seven 
goal countries and islands of the Crusade. Each was 
presented with a pin with a nine-pointed star bearing 
the Greatest Name which had been sent from Japan 
for the occasion. 

The evening session was reserved for "The Mother 
Temple of Europe." Dr. Eugen Schmidt, the chairman 
of this session, first gave an impressive address about 
the spiritual significance of the Ma:m.riqu'l-At;lli.kar 
as the "visible embodiment of the Universality of the 
Faith of Baha'u'llah, Jt and "the most powerful silent 
teacher." 

He introduced the architect, Teuto RocheIl, who ex
plained some of the architectural matters regarding 

Fourth Baha'i Intercontinental Conference held at Congress Hall,. Messegelande, Frank/uTt/Main, Germany, on 
July 25-29, 1958. 
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Model of the Mawriqu'l-Ac!!<kar to be constructed at 
Frankfurt/Main, Germany. 

his plan in a talk on "An Idea Takes Form." Pic
tures of the model were shown on the screen and 
the architect explained the features of his plan for a 
modern building of glass, steel, and cement with a 
height of thirty meters, a diameter of forty meters, 
and a glass dome with a diameter of twenty-four 
meters, buttressed with twenty-seven ribs extending 
down to the foundation, and a glass corridor with nine 
entrances surrounding the base of the dome. A cross
section of the model gave the view of the interior, 
which will seat 450 persons. The entire structure is to 
cost from 1.2 million to 1.5 million German marks. 

Ruprecht Kruger spoke of "The Struggle for Justice 
and Space," which for the past five years has jnvolved 
the National Spiritual Assembly of Germany and Aus
tria in much red tape, because it is necessary to secure 
the permission of the local, regional. and national gov
ernment to build the Temple. He explained that all land 
that is purchased must be approved by the authorities 
because they have the right to buy the land first, and 
only if they waive this right Can the ground be bought 
outright; there are eighteen persons judging the case, 
and if one says no, it is impossible to purchase the 
land. 

nUsually this does not matter, yet one of them said 
no in our case," he said. "The Christian Churches are 
responsible for the status quo and are strongly op
posed/' with the result that several contracts have 
been signed but not approved. 

A model of the proposed structure was on display, 
and a cross-section gave a view of the interior. Post· 
cards of the model were on sale and many of the 
friends purchased them to send to Baha'i communities, 
soliciting their prayers for the speedy construction of 
this beautiful Temple in the heart of Europe. 

Viewing of Bah&'u'll .. h'. Portrait 

Sunday, July 27, the high point of the Conference, 
came when the friends gathered to enjoy the great 
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privilege of beholding the portrait of Baha'u'llah while 
standing near the blessed earth from the Holy Shrine 
of Baha'u'lIa.h and viewing a lock of His precious hair, 
which Mrs. Collins had brought to the Conference as 
requested by the Guardian. Beautiful talisman roses 
adorned the table, which was covered with a lovely 
Persian rug. On one side stood Dr. Gjachery and Mrs. 
Collins, and on the other Jala.l Kh;izeh, Hasan Balyuzi, 
John Robarts, Enoch Olinga, Dhikru'llah Khadem, and 
Dr. Adelbert Miihischiegel, Hands of the Cause. 

As the believers filed by, Mrs. Collins, with a radiant 
smile, anointed the hand of each with attar of roses 
from a vial used by the Guardian for that purpose, 
and repeated the Greatest Name, "Allah·u-Abha!" It was 
a holy atmosphere of purification and dedication that 
pervaded the Congress Hall that mOTning. For more 
than four hours the believers passed by, and each one 
had the same loving. radiant greeting and the out
stretched hand anointed with attar of roses by Mrs. 
Collins. who at the advanced age of 85 years was 
enabled to perform this sacred mission, the crowning 
act of a lifetime of service to our beloved Guardian. 
Surely no one present will ever hold age a barrier to 
activity in the Faith, nor doubt the assistance that is 
vouchsafed to those who arise to serve! 

Thanksgiving to Bah.!'u'n.!h at Feast and Devotions 
At the Unity Feast that evening the hearts turned in 

humble thanksgiving to Baha'u'llilh. "First," as Mr. Fer· 
raby said, '~for thirty-six years of the guidance of Sho
ghi Effendi, for that most potent Covenant which is one 
of the most distinguishing features of the World Order 
of Baha'u'IIa.h; and two of the products of that Covenant 
is the Will and Testament of 'Abdu·l-Baha, and the 
Tablets of the Divine Plan, which is the Charter of the 
World Crusade. The first fruits were the two Seven
Year Plans, and the latest evidence of the Divine Plan 
is the Ten-Year Crusade. Now it is hal! ended. We have 
seen with our own eyes how the bounties of BahaJU'llah 
have been showered upon us in these first five years. 
All the lands of the world were settled by the rush of 
pioneers in the first year; we saw how the contribu
tions of the friends supported the activities. the l:ia?:ira
tu'l-Quds were established, and the endowments pur
chased. We achieved a very great deal in the third 
phase; the bounties of Baha'u'Uah continued to be show
ered on us. Many national and regional assemblies 
were established. 

"We are now in the fourth phase, when the Guardian 
expects a tremendous increase in the number of Baha.'is 
throughout the world. Let us this evening, as we pray, 
feel that the bounties will continue to be showered on 
us until 1963 when the friends gather in Bagb.dad to 
celebrate! " 

The devotional program of thankgiving to Baha'u'Uhll 
followed, and the readings and prayers also included 
the Prayer for the Departed for Fritzi Shaver, Ameri
can pioneer to Switzerland for over ten years, who re-
cently had passed away in Basle. 

Dr. Grossmann presented many beautiful and pre
cious gifts that had been received by the National Spir
itual Assembly of Germany and Austria for the Temple: 
Persian rugs, a picture of the mosque in which 
Baha'u'llah prayed in Adrianople, a piece of plaster 
from the room in which Baha'u'llah lived there, as well 
as roses from Baha'u'llilh's House which He Himself 
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had planted when a prisoner in Adrianople, table cov
ers, silver vases, a plaque carrying the Greatest Name, 
a shirt of 'Abdu'l-Baha, and many other gifts too nu
merous to mention. 

Donations for the Temple 

Monday morning two long prayers were chanted in 
Persian, and it was explained that the Guardian had 
especially requested these prayers for the inaugura
tion of the Temple in Wilmette. "These prayers have 
been used this morning," Jalitl Khazeh explained, "be
cause we must now approach the task of securing do
nations for the Temple, one of the tasks mentioned by 
the Hands of the Faith in the Holy Land ... This is an 
important day, and we must be sure that the spirit of 
the Guardian is present. To explain this idea: if we 
visit a factory we see a lot of machinery working and 
functioning. They are working without their own will 
and knowledge. It is the will and knowledge of the en
gineers who have produced them. The same is true of 
this Conference. We have come here from every part of 
the globe. Why did we do so? It was the Guardian's 
wish that led us herel 

"I remember when 1 was in Haifa with my friend, 
Mr. Navidi. We heard our Guardian tell about the prog
ress of the Cause and the influence it will have in com
ing centuries. Mr. Navidi asked what use this progress 
would have for us for we would be dead. Could we wit
ness such progress from the world beyond? The Guar
dian replied that of course our spirit will be able to 
witness from the world beyond what is going on here 
and the victories and emanations of these spirits are 
continuing their effect on the world. If now this is true 
of our spirits, we should rest assured that the sacred 
spirit of our beloved Guardian is a strong force and 
has great effect in our community and in the progress 
of the Cause." 

Charles W<>lcott, delegate of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the United States, and chairman of the 
morning session, made a few introductory remarks di
rected to the friends of frim. "Your fathers and grand
fathers," he said, I'have sacrificed with their blood for 
the Faith. Today We must use the means we have to 
show the Guardian that we give all our efforts and do
nations to the progress of the Cause. The fourth phase 
of the world Crusade has started.. This stage must es
tablish bulwarks of our Faith in all parts of the globe. 
Pioneers must arise and go to places which have not 
been reached. We need more centers everywhere. We 
must realize that the monthly cost of the Sydney build
ing must be met regularly and we are about to begin 
the cost of the Mother Temple of Europe in Frankfurt. .. 
He announced many donations, which had already come 
in, of money and jewelry; that an automobile had been 
given for the trip to 'Akka. from Haifa; that from an 
Afnan a candlestick had been given which will be 
placed on the Guardian's grave in London. 

Habib Sabet spoke of a BaM'! who had asked the 
Guardian regarding the Crusade and he replied that 
he had measured the power and capacity of the friends 
around the world and had then made the Ten-Year 
Crusade. tilt has been estimated that the expenses of 
the first five years that have been met thus far have 
exceeded twenty million dollars, and this amount has 
been paid by the Baha'is throughout the world," he 
said. 

"We all know that Mrs. Amelia Collins has been 
contributing continuously throughout her life ... To
day we have the pleasure to announce the donation of 
$50,000 which she gave when the efforts for the Temple 
started." He continued to announce contributions that 
were sent to him on the platform, while the ushers 
distributed pledge forms in Persian, English, and 
German for those who wished to pledge a specific 
amount to be paid later. This hastened the collection 
of donations. 

Cable to Hands in the Holy Land 
The committee that had been requested to draft a 

cable to be sent to the Hands of the Cause .in the 
Holy Land, submitted the following which was 
unanimously adopted: SACRED SPIRIT BELOVED 
GUARDIAN SHELTERING CONFIRMING REVERED 
BELOVED REPRESENTATIVE AMELIA COLLINS 
NINE REVERED HANDS CAUSE 2259 BELIEVERS 
57 COUNTRIES PRESENT THIS llSTORIC CON
FERENCE. WITH GRATEFUL HEARTS WE HERE 
PLEDGE OURSELVES PROVE OUR LOVE DEVO
TION TO llM BY ACCOMPLISllNG ALL REMAIN
ING GOALS CRUSADE STOP WITH EVERY DEEP
EST LOVE AND ASSURANCE FAITHFULNESS VEN
ERATED HANDS CAUSE HOLY LAND BEG YOUR 
PRAYERS HOLY SHRINES.-FOURTH INTERCON
TINENTAL CONFERENCE. 

At the beginning of the afternoon session the three 
gifts from the Guardian to the National Spiritual As
sembly of Germany and Austria were presented by 
Mrs. Collins, and received by the chairman, Dr. Mlihl
schlegel. 

Excerpt From Convention Message Read 
Joel Marangella? chairman of the afternoon session 

On pioneering, read an excerpt from the Convention 
Message of the Hands in the Holy Land concerning 
the attainment of every objective of the World Cru
sade. He then pointed out the goals that took priority 
were the countries not yet opened to the Faith, and 
the islands where there is just one Baha'i pioneer 
at this time. Mimeographed forms in the different 
languages were distributed to those wishing to pioneer 
as Marion Hofman forcefully and dynamically spoke 
on "Our Pioneers. " 

"The mission of Baha'u'llah is to establish the King
dom of God on earth, therefore teaching is the essence 
of this Faith," she stated. "We must take this mes
sage to every city and every person in the world. 
This is pioneering! " 

Island Pioneers Introduced 
The pioneers who now lived on an island alone were 

asked to come to the platform and give their name 
and the island on which they were pioneering so that 
the friends could better understand how many there 
were who needed help. Pioneers were there from the 
Faroes, Hebrides, Orkneys, Shetlands, Malta, Rhodes, 
Sardinia, Corsica, Sylt, and Iceland. Liechtenstein and 
Andorra were also mentioned as in need of pioneers. 
Then in response to this call for pioneers seventy-five 
believers arose, and were introduced to the friends. 

Congress Hall Filled for Public Meeting 
In the evening a public meeting was held in the 

Congress Hall, to which had been invited the city of-
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ficials and friends of the Frankfurt Baha'is. The hall, 
with a seating capacity of 2 t 500, was filled, and many 
B aha' is stood in the balcony. 

Dr. Adelbert Milhlschlegel spoke in German on the 
subject "The Earth is but One Country," and Hasan 
Balyuzi spoke in English on "Religion is a Radiant 
Light." 

The last day of this great conference was devoted 
to a consideration of the remaining teaching needs 
of the Crusade, and Musa Banani, the Hand of the 
Cause of Africa, was able to be present. Before he 
spoke, a cabled reply from the Hands in the Holy 
Land was read: "HEARTS TOUCHED (BY) EV
IDENCE (OF) DEDICATION AND DETERMINA
TION CONVEYED (BY) LOVING MESSAGE (AND) 
UNMISTAKEABLE EVIDENCE (OF) SPIRIT (OF 
THE) BELOVED GUARDIAN PERVADING (THE) 
UNPRECEDENTED HIS TOR I C CONFERENCE 
PLANNED BY HIM. ARDENTLY PRAYING (AT) 
SHRINES (FOR) ATTAINMENT (OF) ALL OBJEC
TIVES (OF) HOLY CRUSADE (AND) PARTICULAR
LY SPEEDY CONSTRUCTION (OF) MOTHER TEM-
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PLE EUROPE THEREBY FULFILLING (THE) GOAL 
SO GREATLY CHERISHED (BY) OUR BELOVED." 
HANDSFAITH. 

Musa Banan!, who had just left the hospital to come 
to the conference, gave a brief report of the develop
ment of the teaching work there. "The beginning of 
the year 114," he said, Hwe had 3500 believers in M
rica with 120 local assemblies; Uganda had 1200 be
lievers with 55 assemblies. In the year 115 it was the 
wish of the Guardian that this should be doubled. I 
was one Hand with six members of the Auxiliary 
Board, and when we met in Salisbury, Rhodesia, we 
decided that we should be aided by teachers, and asked 
the Guardian for help. He gave us substantial funds, 
and a friend gave us $8,000, which was split up in 
four parts for the regional national assemblies in Africa. 
Today we have a fine result, with 6,000 believers in 
Africa grouped into 150 local assemblies. Uganda has 
3,000 believers and 116 assemblies instead of 55 of the 
year before l These results have been achieved by 
the guidance of our Guardian. We hope next year to 
double these figures." 

Rostrum oj the Congress HaH, Frankfurt/Main, Germany, crowded with vDlunteers /or pioneering at the InteT
continental Conference. 
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Mr. Sabet was asked to report on the contributions; 
he announced that 915,917 D.M. had been contributed 
by the friends in cash and asked that another effort 
be put forth by the friends to make it a million; this 
goal was reached by further contributions. 

At twelve o'clock there was a pause, and David 
Hofman explained that "at this very moment the 
friends in England are laying flowers on the most 
sacred and blessed spot in Europe~ the grave of our 
beloved Guardian." He then read the excerpts with 
reference to Shoghi Effendi from the Will and Testa
ment of 'Abdu'J-Baha. 

Review of Remaining Crusade Goals 

Charles Wolcott then gave a brief review of the 
remaining goals to be attained in the next five years: 
"During the second Seven-Year Plan given by the 
Guardian to the United States, the original ten goal 
countries of Europe were opened. At the beginning 01 
be Crusade our goal was a national assembly in each 
of these ten countries. Later in 1953 the Guardian added 
Finland and France. The Guardian knew our capacity 
and gave us our tasks step by step. The closing of the 
third phase of the Crusade witnessed the achievement 
of four regional assemblies in these countries. Now 
each must form its own national assembly in the com
ing five years. To do this we must have many local 
assemblies. Many local assemblies are the first step 
toward a national assembly." He made an appeal for 
Latin America "where we need 150 pioneers to es
tablish twenty local assemblies," and appealed to the 
Baha'!s of Holland to go to Dutch New Guinea. 

JaIaJ. Khazeh explained that Hour principle aim is to 
establish the International House of Justice. and this 
m.atter needs great work and sacrifice. If we imagine 
the International House of Justice to be a structure 
it would be erected on about sixty pillars, each to 
stand as a symbol of a national spiritual assembly. 
When the plan started we had only twelve national 
assemblies, twelve pillars, then in 1956 we had three, 
in 1957 we had thirteen, and this year one; in 1959 
there will be four more, totalling thirty-three. In reality, 
however, we will only have twenty-three as the re
mainder are regional national assemblies. We have 
then eleven national assemblies to be erected in Eu
rope

7 
three in Asia, and twenty in Latin America! 

Thirty-four pillars must be erected and then the dome 
.should be put on these fifty-seven pillars. Our main 
goal is to build up the rest of the edifice which our 
Guardian has started. 

"The important thing," Mr. Wolcott reminded the 
friends, "is to keep this goal in front of you and take 
back to your homeland the thrilling news, and entreat 
all of the believers at home to become a part of this 
Crusade while there is yet time!" 

The session then turned to a consideration of the 
teaching needs of the European countries. Jan Sysling, 
chairman of the Regional National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Benelux countries, spoke of Luxembourg; Hand 
()f the Cause Dr. Varqa reported on Austria; Miss 
Virginia Orbison, a member of the National Assembly 
of the Iberian Peninsula, explained the requirements 
of Portugal and Spain; John Nielsen, chairman of the 
Regional National Assembly of Scandinavia and Fin
land) made a special plea for Finland; and Fritz Schar, 
chairman of the Italo-Swiss National Assembly, spoke 

, 
on Switzerland and Italy. 

A call for pioneers was raised for these areas, and 
fifty-eight responded. This brought the total number 
of volunteers to 133, which meant that both tasks laid 
before the conference had been achieved, with one 
million marks contributed and the above number of 
pioneer offers. 

Appeal to the Government 

A special committee had been appointed during the 
conference, at the request of the National Assembly 
of Germany and Austria, to appeal to the national 
government for the realization of the Temple project. 
Dr. Schmidt now announced that such an appeal had 
been drafted, and it was hoped that it would have an 
effect on the Hessian government. 

Farewell to the Conference 

The Hands of the Cause then one by one approached 
the microphone and said farewell to the friends~ with 
comments on the achievements of the conference. In 
particular, the hearts of the audience were touched 
with these precious words of Mrs. Collins, which closed 
the sessions: 

"Beloved friends, you have all become so dear to 
me in these days. You have all brought the Guardian 
nearer to me. There is little more to say, but I would 
like to add to what has been said today to those 
who have Offered to go pioneering. To win one smile 
from the Guardian is enough to take you through a 
whole year of pioneering, and I am sure you won the 
first smile today t 

"I am going to say something very personaL When 
our beloved Guardian informed me of the mission I 
was to perform, I became frightened, and then I laid 
it aside. 1 thought 'I will see the Guardian before long 
and he will give me strength and he will tell me what 
to say,' but we all know that plan was changed, and I 
came here fearing to face so many of the friends. I was 
not well, but miracle after miracle happened to me, 
and why? Because I felt the great loving spirit of the 
Guardian. 

"For six weeks before I came to Frankfurt I prac
tised almost every day to see how long I could stand, 
-knowing that I had a very sacred mission to per
form. I never could endure over one half-hour, and I 
was completely exhausted! You all know what hap
pened: I stood for over four hours! That was what 
the Guardian gave me and I am sharing it with you. 
Because that win happen to everyone of you if you will 
just do what the Guardian wishes you to do. You have 
the key here, and don't lose it! We must each be
come a magnet, a magnet to attract the Holy Spirit
and 1 have felt that here every hour 1 have been 
with you, so precious and sacred! 

~~Several here this afternoon have said it was hard, 
it was sad

t 
to say good-bye. I feel just the opposite. 

Every year when the Guardian parted from us in 
Haifa he would give me certain instructions; last 
Spring when he left he had said goodbye the evening 
before in my room, but the next morning when we 
were gathered to see him off, he took my hand and 
said, "DonJt be sad t" So I leave those words with 
you" Don't be sad!" 
-NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY OF GERMANY AND AUSTRIA 

IN COLLABORATION WITH AMELIA BOWMAN AND IAN SEMPLE 

--->'-
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U. S. National Assembly Implements Dynamic, Decisive Homefront Campaign 
With Study Material to Deepen Understanding of Baha'u'I/ah's Teachings 

In his last communication to the American Baha'is 
dated September 21, 1957, the beloved Guardian called 
more urgently than ever before upon . 'every single 
member of this strenuously laboring, clear-visioned, 
stout-hearted, spiritually endowed community . . . to 
immortalize this approaching, fateful hour in the 
evolution of a world Spiritual Crusade . . . with an 
instantaneous plan of action, at once so dynamic and 
decisive as to wipe out, on the one hand, the defi
ciencies which have ... bogged down the operations 
of the Crusade on the homefront, and tremendously 
accelerate, on the other. the progress of the triple 
task ... constituting one of its preeminent objectives." 

The three aspects of this task "which can brook 
no further delay" he named as being °spiritual re
invigoration, administrative expansion, and material 
replenishment." 

With this dearly-defined challenge before it, the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the United States, fol
lowing much prayer and consultation, has mapped out 
a "dynamic and decisive" homefront campaign for 
the remainder of the Ten-Year Plan, which incor
porates the participation of every national committee, 

local spiritual assembly, Baha'i group, and individual 
believer. The campaign was launched on August first 
with a letter addressed to every American Baha'i, 
appealing for wholehearted response to all the requests 
made by the National Assembly, including the adop
tion of personal goals for maximum contribution to 
the three aspects of teaching and service -called for 
by the beloved Guardian. 

Since "spiritual reinvigoration" was named by Shoghi 
Effendi as first of the three points on which 
he pleaded for us to concentrate, the National Spirit
ual Assembly distributed at the same time an indi
vidual and group study and discussion outline de
signed to help every believer deepen his lmowledge 
and understanding of the essential teachings regard
ing (1) the Station of Bahll.'u'llah, (2) the Covenant of 
Bahil'u'llilh, (3) the Mission of Bahil'u'llilh, and (4) 
His Laws and Teachings. 

Further Study Material to Follow 

Further study material will follow at regular in
tervals, each release dealing with certain fundamental 
spiritual and administrative verities, aimed at indi-

A section of the quartz facing fOT the Ma,w,riqu't-A®-kcir of Austra!ia, being constructed near 
Sydney. Behind this quartz facing the main cement supporting waH wi!! be constructed. The 
architect and buHders expect the completion of construction by March 1959, to be jollowed. 

by interior deCoTation~ furnishings, and exterior landscaping. 
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National Baha'i Endowment faT Belgium, twenty acres 
in aTea~ located at ViUeTs-Ia-ViUe, purchased On June 

28, 1958. 

vidual reinvigoration, and better understanding and 
application of basic administrative principles in local 
and national activities. 

To give further impetus to this campaign, the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly has scheduled a series of 
approximately forty conferences throughout the nation 
to be held the latter part of October, and to be con
ducted by the Hands of the Cause, members of the 
Auxiliary Boards, and members of the National Spir
itual Assembly. At these conferences the friends will 
be given opportunity to consult on the various as
pects of the campaign, particularly on subjects re
lating to administration which appear to need clarifi
cation before "administrative expansion" can be real
ized. 

By these and various other means, the National 
Spiritual Assembly of the United States is endeavor
ing to take dynamic leadership in wiping out the de
ficiencies which have "bogged down the operations of 
the Crusade on the homefront" and, in the words of 
Shoghi Effendi, to assist the American believers "to 
arise to the occasion which history has literally thrust 
upon them." 

-u.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Custodians of Faith Restore Bounty 
of Pilgrimage to Holy land 

The believers are informed that the U.S. National 
Spiritual Assembly has received a cablegram from the 
Custodians in Haifa stating that pilgrimage to the Holy 
Shrines will be reopened beginning December 1, 1958. 
Before proceeding to the Holy Land each pilgrim must 
have received approval from the Hands of the Faith in 
the Holy Land of his or her application for the blessing 
of pilgrimage. 

It is also to be understood that approval of pilgrimage 
is granted according to the priority of applications as 
received in Haifa. The Guardian made no distinction in 
dealing with applications, except this element of pri. 
ority. 

-u.S. NATIONAL SPlRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

II 

The Baha'i Home 
As we near the date when the Baha'i Home in Wi!· 

mette will be opened, the National Spiritual Assembly 
wishes to offer the friends, both for their own informa
tion and for accurate statements in speaking of the 
Home to non.Baha'is, an explanation of its particular 
purpose and the special advantages it assures to its 
guests. 

All believers understand from the beloved Guardian's 
instructions that the Baha'i Home represents the first 
accessory of the Baha'i House of Worship to be con
structed, and in addition it is a Crusade goal assigned 
to the Baha'is of the United States. 

As soon as possible a series of photographs will be 
taken showing exterior and interior views, and these 
illustrations when published will reveal the impressive 
architectural design, the efficient layout of rooms, and 
the very attractive furnishings and scheme of decora· 
tion. The photographs will also show at least the be
ginnings of a most attractive landscape plan prepared 
by Mr. Hilbert Dahl. 

As a structure designed for a specific purpose, the 
Baha'i Home when completed will be an achievement 
in which all believers can take pride. 

It has already been reported that the Baha'i Home 
accommodates twenty guests, the administrator, and 
a staff of workers. Not only is there a large reception 
room, hobby room, and library, but the landscaping 
plan also provides attractive garden paths and an 
area for leisurely outdoor hours. 

The land was purchased, and the construction carried 
out, by the Temple Trustees. Since a home for the 
aged operates under special regulations, the Baha'i 
Home has been incorporated, with a Board of Directors 
consisting of the nine annually elected members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly. This corporate body holds 
title to the land and building, will operate the Home, 
and maintain its own records, including a bank account 
in the name of The Baha'i Home, Incorporated. The 
administrator will be Mrs. Florence Gibson, a Baha'iJ 
whose professional training admirably prepares her 
for the operation of the Home where personal rela· 
tions are all-important. 

What the Baha'i Home offers is a beautiful home 
environment and pleasant association with other per
sons within the age group. There are many individuals 
who at the age of sixty·five find themselves facing 
ten or more years without family or intimate friends. 
For such persons the Baha'i Home offers a haven of 
comfort and the opportunity to make a new circle of 
intimate friends. Moreover, because this Home is not 
a nursing home, the Baha'i guest is not obliged to live 
with the sick, the helpless, and the senile. 

Two guests will be offered accommodation as a 
gift from the American Baha'i community. The other 
eighteen guests will pay as much as they can toward 
the actual cost of their maintenance. All guests are 
carefully chosen with reference to sound personal 
character and capacity for pleasant human relations. 

What the American believers are accomplishing in 
this unique project is to demonstrate to the public 
the Baha'i principles of the oneness of mankind and 
humanitarian service. The Baha'i Home makes no dis
crimination of race, religion, or nationality. It is hu· 
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rnanitarian in a profound meaning of that word, be· 
cause it enables its guests to overcome the sense of 
loneliness and uselessness in this ruthless, materialistic 
age-forms of spiritual poverty no less grievous than 
lack of material wealth. 

Our privilege in explaining the Baha'i Home to 
non-believers is to point out that the term "humanitar
ian" means something far more than charity to aid 
those in need of material means. Under conditions 
now prevailing, every citizen receiving salary, wages, 
or other income, is taxed to a definite proportion of 
his earnings, and these taxes are or should be abundant 
for relief of poverty. especially when consideration is 
given to the operation of Social Security. 

Therefore the Baha'i Home. in essence, is a far· 
reaching humanitarian experiment. It is in no way 
to be compared with those institutions which gIve 
medical and other care including burial to inmates 
who have turned over their entire fortune. 

-U.S. NATIONAL SPllUTUAL ASSEMBLY 

Official Commemorations of the Passing 
of the Guardian Not to be Held 

The u.s. National Spiritual Assembly has received 
from the Hands of the Cause residing in the Holy Land 
a letter dated August 11, addressed to all national as
semblies. This communication reports a decision which 
each national assembly is requested to present to the 
believers. 

ClAfter careful thought and prayerful consideration, 
the Hands of the Cause in the Holy Land feel that it 
would be disloyal to the wishes of our beloved Guardian 
for us, or for the friends throughout the world, to 
gather on November 4 and officially commemorate his 
passing. His words given in the Dispensation of 
Baha'u'ltah makes this very clear: 'To commemorate 
any event associated with his life would be tantamount 
to a departure from those established truths that are 
enshrined within our beloved Faith.' " 

The letter also states; "However, each individual be
liever may, indeed we feel should, remember this un
forgettable day with prayers and meditation, and seek 
to rededicate himself to the service of the Faith and 
to ponder ways and means by which he can aid in 
achieving the goals set by the beloved Guardian." 

In accordance with this decision, the U.S. National 
Spiritual Assembly points out that on November 4, 1958, 
and also on successive anniversaries of the passing of 
the Guardian. no local, regional. or national meetings 
are to be held and no programs of commemoration 
prepared even for a few believers. The sacred charac~ 
ter of the day will inspire individual believers, each by 
himself, to pray. meditate, and make effort to attain 
rededication -to the service of the Faith. 

-U.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

L,' 
Ghana Prime Minister Accepts Baha'i Citation 
of Appreciation During Visit to United States 

When Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, Prime Minister of 
Ghana, Africa, visited the United States in July, an ef
fort was made by the National Spiritual Assembly to 
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First Loca! Spiritual Assembly of the BaM"s Of Taipei. 
Taiwan, formed on April 21, 1958. 

present to him in person a citation expressing the ap
preciation of the American Baha'i community for his 
work in assuring freedom of religion to his people. 

Since Dr, Nkrumah's schedule was too full to permit 
a personal interview, the following letter and a beauti
fully framed photograph of the Baha'i House of Wor
ship was delivered to him in New York on July 24 by H. 
Borrah Kavelin, chairman of the National Spiritual As
sembly, and Mrs. Mildred Motlahedah: 

Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, 
Prime Minister 
Ghana , Africa 
Your Excellency: 

The National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the 
United States, in our capacity of administrative body 
directing the affairs of the members of our Faith resi
dent in this country, esteems it a,Jrigh privilege to ex
press respectful greeting and spiritual welcome on the 
occasion of your Excellency's visit to the United States. 

On behalf of the American members of our Faith,. 
the National Spiritual Assembly more particularly hon
ors your Excellency for the enactment of laws assuring 
religious freedom in the country of Ghana, For many 
years our Assembly has maintained Baha'i teachers in 
all continents, and in the course of spreading the Baha'i 
message affirming the unity of God, the unity of His 
Prophets, and the unity of mankind, we have experi
enced many forms of opposition arising from prejudice 
and the denial of the principle of religious freedom. 

For this reason the American Baha'is desire to pay 
tribute to your Excellency for enlightened leadership 
in the moral and -social progress of humanity. In token 
of this Baha'i esteem we respectfully request your Ex
cellency to accept the gift of an illustration af the 
Baha'i House of Worship located in Wilmette, Illinois. 
whose doors are open to all seekers without discrimina
tion of creed. race or nation. 

Sincerely, 
National Spiritual Assembly of 

the Baha'is of the United States. 
H, Borrah Kavelin, chairman 

Horace Holley, secretary. 
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Dr. Nkruman's reply through his private secretary on 
July 31 is reproduced below: 

PRIME MINI$'tU,.QiftCit 
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49.166 Visit Baha'i House of Worship 
in Wilmette During Summer Months 

The number of visitors to the Baha'i House of Wor
ship in Wilmette during the three summer months 
of June, July, and August 1958 totalled 49,166, of 
which more than one-third were Sunday visitors. The 
visitors on one Sunday in July numbered over 2,000. 
These figures bring to more than 550,000 the number 
of individuals who have visited the Temple since its 
dedication on May 1, 1953. 

During these same summer months, tours were ar
ranged for approximately fifty special groups ranging 
in size from 15 to 550, or a total of more than 1,800, 
both adults and young people. Several of these groups 
were from churches and from YMCA and YWCA or
ganizations from as far away as Michigan, Indiana, 
and Ohio. The largest single group to have visited the 
Temple this year was composed of 350 retired em
ployees of the Western Electric Company and their 
friends. Other large groups were composed of 150 dele-

---~- .. ---- ~~- .~--

gate~ to ,the ~nternational Congress of Religious Li. 
branes, hbrarlans from the Chicago Historical Society, 
three bus loads of delegates attending the Lions In
ternational Convention, and 115 students from all the 
stat~s of th.e United States and Canada, attending the 
NatJonal High School Institute at Northwestern Uni
v,ersity, all of them editors of high school publica
tions who were to write articles on the Temple and 
the F~ith for their local school papers. Fifty teachers 
attendmg summer session on the Chicago campus of 
Northwestern University were another very interested 
group . 

. The gard~s surrounding the Temple were the spe
cIal attractIOn for the Chicago Plant, Flower and 
Fruit Guild of the Illinois Garden Club and f~r the 
Garden Club of the Village of Winnetka, The superin
tendent of a new cemetery was so impressed by the 
Temple landscaping that he requested the name and 
address of the landscape architect, Hilbert Dahl, for 
th~ purpose of consulting him for the landscaping of 
thIS new cemetery. 

Not all visitors sign the guest registers but an ex
amination of the records for June, July,' and August 
reveals that there were 374 visitors from 64 foreign 
countries, the largest number from Canada (47), 
Germany (26), Sweden (24), England (24) and Mex
ico (18). The seventeen countries of Asia represented 
were: India Pakistan, Burma, Israel, Turkey, In
donesia, Malaya, China, Formosa, Syria, Philippine 
Islands, Jordan, 'I'raq, Japan, frim, Russia, and Hong 
Kong. The twenty-one European countries listed in· 
eluded Hungary, Poland, Greece, Czechoslovakia and 
Yugoslavia. There were visitors also from Aust~alia , 
New Zealand, Guam, Hawaii, six countries in Africa 
and fourteen in Latin America. ' 

The Temple and the gardens continue to attract the 
attention of innumerable photographers who, in addi
tion to taking their own pictures, purchase large num
bers of colored slides and postcards to send to their 
friends back home. Many requests come to the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly for information from peo
ple all over the cmmtry. Frequently these mquires are 
addressed simply to "Baha'i Temple, Wilmette (or 
Chicago), Illinois. U 

In an effort to stimulate a still larger number of 
tours, the Temple Guides Committee has provided 
local spiritual assemblies in the area surrounding 
the Temple with posters which can be sent to organ
izations to post on their bulletin boards, inviting their 
members to visit the Baha'i House of Worship singly 
or in groups. Thus the Baha'i House of Worship con
tinues to be the great "silent teacher," 

East Baton Rouge, La., Schools 
Recognize Baha'i Holy Days 

The Baha'i Group of Baton Rouge, La" has been 
informed by the East Baton Rouge Parish School 
Board that the state school law (R. S. 17:221-17:232-
Sub-Part C) makes absence from school, for observ
ance of religious holidays, legal absences. (The word 
parish as used in Louisiana is equivalent to the word 
county as used in other s.tates). 

-U,S. NATIONAL SPmrruAL ASSEMBLY 
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Baha'is of Alaska, Canada, and United States 
Contribute to First Alaskan Summer School 

For the first time in history, Baha'is from other parts 
of Alaska, Canada, and the States converged on Juneau 
for an official Baha'i gathering-the opening of the first 
permanent Baha'i Summer School in Alaska. Juneau 
established its first Local Assembly a year ago, and a 
unique but most evident change in the spiritual atmos~ 
phere of the city was sensed by the friends who had 
been present in Juneau previous to that time. A spirit 
of general awakening seemed evident to all. 

The Summer School was blessed with a message from 
the Hands of the Faith in the Holy Land through the 
National Assembly of Alaska which read: "Please con
vey loving greeting attendants first Summer School." 

The total number attending the school sessions was 
thirty-nine, with ten of them being contacts, the stu
dents and teachers being drawn from ten places in 
Alaska, Whitehorse in the Yukon Territory, Seattle, 
and Evanston, Ill. The Baha'is were very grateful for 
this attendance, considering the vast distances in
volved, both within Alaska and from outside. 

The school was opened with an informal Chinese 
dinner at the American Legion hall, rented for the en
tire summer school period, at which time the friends 
viewed a TV program presented by Mrs. Eunice BraWl 
from Evanston, Ill., who was introduced by Monte 
Smith of the Juneau Baha'i community. On Sunday 
afternoon the Juneau Baha'is were hosts at a picnic at 
Auke Bay, with a trip to see the nearby Mendenhall 
glacier. 

Courses included 4<Baha'i History," and "Islam," by 
Joan Anderson of Whitehorse; "Know Your Baha'i Lit~ 
erature," by Eunice Braun, Managing Director of the 
Baha'i Publishing Trust in Wilmette; and "Prophecy 
and Christianity," by Hazel Mori of Seattle. Two pro
grams on "Morals and Ethics" were given by the 
youth, with Vivian Ayerst of Sitka and Janet Stout of 
Palmer presenting material at one session on "Child 
Education. " 

Evenings were utilized as public teaching events, the 
first being Monday evening wjth a talk on °The Pur
pose of Life" by Eunice Braun; a Tuesday evening talk 
on HChristian Prophecy" by Hazel Mori; a youth ses
sion on Wednesday, and a showing of Life magazine 
slides on Islam by Joan Anderson on Thursday evening, 
coordinated with a slide-showing of Spain by Eunice 
Braun with emphasis on the Islamic period. On Friday 
evening a farewell party was held, after a talk by 
HDZe1 Mati, with a number of guests of the Baha'is at
tending. 

Outstanding publicity for these events, and for the 
School

J 
was obtained on radio, TV, and press through 

efforts of Monte Smith, publicity chairman. An unUsu
ally attractive window display was arranged by Herb 
Johnson through arrangements with Pan American air
lines office-the most strategic place in the city, 

Baha'is attending the school were grateful for the 
services of Don Anderson, who handled registration, 
housing, and social arrangements; Glenn Moul, session 
chairman; Janet Smith, in charge of devotions; Al 
Tasaka, official photographer; and Mrs. Marian John
son, literatUre sales, and who also was secretary of the 
Summer School Committee. 

4'I611R 19$' 

If a?-iratu'l-Quds of Osaka, Japan, donated by Hassan 
Naden. 

Haziratu'l-Quds of Osaka. Japan, 
Donated by Persian Pioneer 

The third l:Ia~iratu'l-Quds of the Baha'is of Japan 
has been established with the gift of the residence of 
Hassan Naderi, Baha'i pioneer in Osaka. The other 
1:fa?iratu'l-Quds are the National Center in Tokyo and 
the Local Center in Amagasaki. 

This newly-acquired Baha'i Center is located near 
the heart of Osaka. It is a two-story residence with 
all necessary utilities on 357 square meters of land. 

Two Chicago Television Programs Present 
Basic Facts of Faith, Temple Worship Program 

Television station WBBM-TV (CBS), Chicago, is con
ducting a Public Affairs feature on the world's great 
religions under the title "Pathways to Faith." Each 
religion is presented through materials furnished by 
the religious group itself in a program prepared by 
WBBM-TV with the cooperation of representatives of 
the religion. 

The series includes Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, 
JUdaism, Christianity, and Baha'i. 

The Faith of Baha'u'llah was presented in two haH
hour periods, 9:30-10:00 a.m., Sunday, August 24 and 
August 31. 

On August 24 the history, teachings, and meaning 
of the Faith of Baha'u'llah were vividly expressed in 
a number of black and white slides that included a 
photograph of 'Abdu'l-Baha, the Mansion of Bahil'u'llah, 
the Shrine of the Bab, the International Archives BUild
ing, Green Acre Institute, and Geyserville School. 
There was also a moving picture of the House of 
Worship in Wilmette. A rurming commentary on these 
subjects was delivered by the program announcer. 

He then interviewed four representatives of the Faith, 
who answered questions concerning the Founder, the 
worldwide Baha'i community. the basic teachings and 
the adminstrative order, the relationship of the Faith 
to other religions and to civil government, and the 
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principle of progressive revelation. 
The Baha'is interviewed were Horace Holley, Miss 

Charlotte M. Linfoot, Miss Judy Bernstein, and Harlan 
Scheffler. 

The concluding Baha'i program, Sunday, August 31, 
consisted of the reproduction of a public worship pro
gram as conducted in the Temple auditorium, with 
readings from the Holy Books and selections by the 
Baha'i Temple A Cappella Choir. 

The readers taking part in the worship program on 
August 31 were Mrs. Lili Cloonan, Herbert Baler, Mrs. 
Anne Floyd, and Harlan Scheffler. 

Following so closely the publication of the Baha'i 
article by Guy Murchie in the Chicago Sunday Tribune, 
this TV performance, transmitted by so important a 
Chicago station, can be regarded as a notable landmark 
in the public recognition of our Faith in the United 
States. 

-u.s. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Baha 'i Teachers and Youth Contacts 
Form Cultural Club in San Salvador 

A group of non-Baha'i youth of San Salvador, El 
Salvador, together with three adult Baha'is as coun
selorst have founded the "Club Juvenil Excelsior" 
as a way of filling the moral and cultural vacuum 
threatening these earnest and promising students. They 
have had their meetings for several months in the lo
cal Haziratu'I~Quds. 

"Contemplating the state in which society now fjnds 
itself." begins their constitution, r'we have decided to 
form a club with the proposal to gather youth who 
in the future will guide the society to noble and cul
tural ends." 

There are at present fifteen members, who with 
about ten guests listen to men of education or public 
affairs explain their work. One recent guest speaker 

Indian friends and Baha.~is at the ulndian Days" f1.ather
in.g at the Gim1in ranch near Camp Verde, Anz., on 

July 25-27, reported in BAHA'i NEWS jar September. 

15 

was so intrigued by both the club and by what little 
he knew of the Baha'i teachings that he spent the 
greater part of the program asking questions about the 
Faith. Though this was unexpected, it did give the 
believers the opportunity to explain the teachings with. 
out giving the youth, who are mostly Catholic, the 
feeling of being indoctrinated. Three of the youth have 
already said that they wish to become Baha'is. 

The other activities of the club are recreational. It 
is open without discrimination to youth of all social 
classes, races, nationalities, and religions, and prom. 
ises to respect the ideas of all the members. The 
constitution mentions that the applicants for mem
bership must have "no vices," and includes as the 
moral of the club, the entire text of 'Abdu'I~Baha's uTo 
Live the Life," 

Youth of three other cities of El Salvador have ex
pressed a desire to form clubs using the same text. 

Two Panama Baha'is Visit Guatemala, Mexico 
Seeking Employment to Settle as Pioneers 

One of the greatest joys of teaching the Faith is 
to see our pupils rise on their own to spread the 
Message. Recently, two young men from Panama, 
Hector Ehrman and Alberto Landau, worked over
time for some months, saved their money, and went 
to the Annual Convention in Guatemala, visiting 
Baha'i communities en route, and continuing their 
journey afterwards by land to Mexico where they 
visited many communities, deeply impressing all who 
saw and heard them with their obvious sincerity and 
dedication. They are looking for employment through
out this territory with the hope of becoming perma
nent pioneer settlers. 

This is the kind of spirit that will make the Faith 
grow by leaps and bounds, because whereas the in
habitants of these countries rather take for granted 
North American pioneers and travellers, the idea of the 
Latins doing this work is still rather new and very 
convincing. 

Yerrinbool Summer School Dates Announced 
The twenty-third annual Yerrinbool Baha'i Sum

mer School will be held at "Bolton Place," Yerrin
bool, New South Wales, from December 26, 1958, to 
January 8, 1959. 

Inquiries should be addressed to: MTS. J. Vohrad
sky, secretary; Baha'i Summer School Committee; 108 
Prince's Highway; Dapto, New South Wales. 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
Magnolia Times, a mimeographed newsletter pub

lished by the patients in East Louisiana State Hos
pital, refers to the fact that Caroline Rogers, a Baha'i 
employe, is described so favorably that the Faith is 
arousing attention. 

The Chicago Sunday Tribune Magazine for June 1, 



Baha'is at Green Acre Summer School, Eliot, Maine, 
August 16, 1958. 

1958, had an article reporting the results of a poll 
taken of a cross section of Chicago area teen-agers. 
One of the questions asked was to name the historical 
man and woman most admired, and the name of 
Baha'u'llah was turned in by one student. 

The publication entitled An Expert's Guide to Chi
cago includes the "famous Baha'i Temple" as one of 
the sights along the North Shore. 

The Kiwanis Magazine, April 1958, pUblished a vis
itor's guide to Chicago in preparation for their Forty
Third Annual Convention, which included a map 
marked with nine featured places to see. The Baha'i 
Temple was second on this list. 
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A French illustrated magazine along "-the~ iines of --------
Life Magazine in its March 15, 1958, number pub-
lished a letter from a reader who had read an article 
previously published entitled "The Great Shepherds of 
the World." This letter suggested that the Bab and 
Baha'u'llah be added to the list of Prophets. 

The Campfire Girl, January 1958, presented a 
"Capsule Calendar" for January which included World 
Religion Day on January 19. 

The Lynn, Mass., Daily Evening Item, May 21, 
1958, answered a question about how many people 
belonged to the Baha'i religion. "When Shoghi Effendi, 
international Baha'i leader, died in November 1957, 
it was reported the religion had nearly 4,000,000 mem~ 
bers in 250 countries." 

The Daily Journal-Gazette and Commercial-Star, 
Mattoon, Ill., May 22, 1958, ran under the heading 
"Community Church Services-this Week's Sermon" 
the text of the first number of the Bah,,'i Public 
Relations Bulletin entitled "Religion." 

The Employment Security News, State of Idaho, 
of March 1958, published this item: "Rhoda Brough
ton wished all her friends a 'happy New Year' on 
Friday, March 21. She happily announced that she is 
going to Chicago in April as a delegate to the Bah,,'i 
Convention. ') 

Calendar of Events 
FEASTS 

October 16---'Ilm (Knowledge) 
November 4-Qudrat (Power) 

HOLY DAY 
October 2C1--Birth of the Bab 

PROCLAMATION EVENT 
October 24---United Nations Day 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
October 10·12 

Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

Weekday. 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Auditorium only) 

Sunday. and Holiday. 
10;30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Entire building) 

Service of Worship 
Sunday. 

3;30 to 4:10 p.m. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items, and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from national assemblies of oUler lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue lor which it is intended. 
BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1958~59: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Miss 
Charlotte Linfoot, Richard C. Thomas. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. minois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A 



Thou dost witness, 0 my God, how He Who 
is Thy splendor calleth Thee to remembrance, 
notwithstanding the manifold troubles that 
have touched Him, troubles which none ex
cept Thee can number. Thou beholdest how, 
in His prison-house, He recounteth Thy won
drous praises with which Thou didst inspire 
Him. Such is His fervor that His enemies are 
powerless to deter him from mentioning Thee, 
o Thou Who are the Possessor of all names! 

Praised be Thou that Thou has so strength
ened Him with Thy strength, and endowed 
Him by Thine almighty power with such po
tency, that aught save Thee is in His esti
mation but a handful of dust. The lights of un
fading splendor have so enveloped Him that 
all else but Thee is in His eyes but a shadow. 

And when Thine irresistible summons 
reached me, I arose, fortified by Thy strength, 
and called all that are in Thy heaven and all 
that are on Thy earth to turn in the direction of 
Thy favors and the horizon of Thy bounties. 
Some caviled at me, and determined to hurt 
me and slay me. Others drank to the full of 
the wine of Thy grace, and hastened towards 
the habitation of Thy throne. 

I beseech Thee, 0 Thou Who are the Creator 
of earth and heaven and the Source of all 
things, to attract Thy servants through the 
fragrances of the Robe of Thine Inspiration 
and Thy Revelation, and to help them attain 
the Tabernacle of Thy behest and power. From 
eternity Thou wert by Thy transcendent might 
supreme over all things, and Thou wilt be ex
alted unto eternity in Thy Godhead and sur
passing sovereignty. 

NOVEYIIR 195. 

Let Thy mercy, then, be upon Thy servants 
and Thy creatures. Thou art, in truth, the 
Almighty, the Inaccessible, the All-Glorious, 
the Unconditioned. 

-Prayers and Meditations, pages 73-14 

Verandah around the bedroom of Balui'u'lltih 
in the House of Abblld, where He took His ex
ercise. The Most Holy Book, the Kitab-i-Aqdas, 

was revealed in this House. 
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Message From the Hands of the Cause in the Holy Land 

to the Fifth Intercontinental Conference in Singapore 

As THE last historic Conference marking the mid
way point of the Crusade opens, our thought. and 

our hearts turn with a great wave of mingled emo
tions to our beloved Guardian-and beyond and above 
him to Baha'u'Uah, the supreme Manifestation, the 
Glory of the Father, the Eternal Beauty of God 
revealed in all its splendour to men in this age. 

It is nearly a year since the historic uOc1ober 
Message" of 1957 was released to the Baha'i World 
by our Guardian. We cannot but look back upon this 
year with feelings of awe and wonder; in spite of 
the great calamity which overtook us, our hearts are 
moved in profound thanksgiving to Baha'u'llilh. Swiftly 
following upon the plans for the celebration of the 
halfway point of the Ten-Year Plan came the para
lyzing shock of the sudden passing of our beloved 
Shoghi Effendi, our guide and leader, our appointed 
protector and Guardian. Added to our grief and con
sternation was a sense-' of bafflement at the ways of 
God-but only for a short time. East and West the 
followers of the Faith of Baha'u'llah demonstrated 
how deep was their belief in Him, and how well His 

Haziratu'l-Quds of Algiers, Algeria, located at 14 rue 
L~acheT, the third-tl.ooT apartment consisting of three 

main rooms. 

Guardian had built the foundations of His Divine 
Order in the hearts of His servants. Chastened through 
their great sorrow, purified through their great love, 
the believers arose as one man to support unitedly 
the institution of the Hands carefully erected by the 
Guardian during the last decade of his life and 
strongly reinforced by him just before his passing. 
This profound unity manifest amongst the Hands at 
the Cause themselves, and amongst all the widely 
scattered Baha'i communities throughout the world, 
immediately attracted the protection and blessings 
of Baha'u'lHih. 

The first of these five historic Conferences, held in 
Mrica less than three months after the passing of 
the Guardian, witnessed a great release of spiritual 
power in that continent so dear to his heart. This 
was swiftly followed by the equally successful Aus
tralian, American, and European Conferences. An un. 
precedented number of believers gathered on these 
occasions, and large numbers of pioneers volunteered 
for service with" a dedication reminiscent of that 
great wave of enthusiasm and consecration which in 
1953 carried the pioneers to all corners of the earth, 
and in one brief year opened nearly aU the virgin 
territories-a feat which was the source of immense 
pride to the beloved Guardian. 

The Conferences held to date this year have also 
witnessed, pursuant with the expressed hope of the 
beloved Guardian, the raising of nearly three-quar
ters of a million dollars for the construction of the 
three Mother Temples of Africa, Europe, and Aus
tralia. and the attainment of the other goals of the 
Ten-Year Plan. 

Had not Baha'u'llah overshadowed the followers of 
His Cause with His infinite love and bounty, at this 
time of grief and profound tests, had not Shoghi 
Effendi's own spirit remained with us, guiding and 
protecting us, we would not be able in this last 
historic Conference called for during this year by 
the Guardian, to look back over the past eleven 
months of victory and say, fjPraise be to Thee, a God, 
for the outpourings of Thy Mercy and Bounty and 
Thine infinite protection." 

The overflowing measure of Divine grace we have 
wi tnes sed has ensured that the Plan of Shoghi Effendi 
for these great Conferences has been successfully 
fulfilled, the spirit he hoped would be generated by 
them has been generated; the pioneers he hoped 
would arise, have arisen; and fund'S he hoped would 
be raised have been forthcoming; and the ways and 
means for the furtherance of the work of the Crusade 
which he urged should be discussed, have been de
liberated upon and are bearing fruit already in dif
ferent parts of the Baha'i World. 

These will be hard years for us all. but love ha's 
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matured us, grief steeled us. At these five Conferences 
we have gathered strength from the outpourings the 
Guardian promised Us these gatherings would attract 
from on High, and from our association with each 
other. We must now go forth like good soldiers, a 
conquering army. each to his own post, to do his own 
ba tile, to keep his OWn tryst on the home or the 
pioneer front. This is not going to be easy. Every 
formation of something new involves a certain degree 
of death of the old self. The old order is dying and 
we see how harsh are its death pangs. Something of 
our protected past may well be said to have died 
with the closing of this conference. For over one 
hundred and fifteen years we Baha'is have been 
nursed and personally watched over. Now we are 
required to stand on our own feet and, in the path 
of service to this Holy Faith, we ourselves must watch 
over and assist our fellowmen to turn to the Supreme 
Manisfestation of God for this Day, and seek their 
salvation through BaM.'u'llah. That patience and fair
mmdedness, that loving forgiveness and wise toler
ance Shoghi Effendi invariably showered on us in
dividually, we must emulate and show to each other 
as well as to the world. That justice he so impartially 
administered must be emulated by all elected Baha'i 
bodies, that unflinching. adamant adherence to prin
ciple which won him the respect of government and 
layman alike, the believers, as individuals and when 
functioning as assemblies, must show forth at all 
times. In other words, dear friends~ the spirit of 
Shoghi Effendi must go with us from this Conference, 
not only with the attendants gathered here, but with 
the believers all over the world, who surely, in
wardly if not outwardly, have participated in these 
five majestic, stirring, creative commemorative Con
ferences. His spirit we must keep alive in our hearts, 
his love we must foster through loving him more, his 
radiant nature, which the Master so well Imew, must 
always be remembered by us so that we may, as 
individuals, strive to acquire a little of that selfless 
radiance ourselves. 

The beloved Guardian often said that whenever he 
suffered, the work of the Cause went forward. We 
may ·ask ourselves if this unworthy world did not 
require -the supreme sacrifice of the life of its Guard
ian to release those forces, at this critical juncture in 
human history, which are necessary to carry it for
ward into that Golden Age of spiritual civilization 
whlch the Baha'i Dispensation must give rise to. 
Whatever interpretation we place upon the passing of 
Shoghi Effe~di, an event which in its very essence is 
one of the mysteries of God, one thing must be evident 
to alI,-the sacrifice of this infinitely precious life 
must not for an instant, to the slightest degree, be in 
vain. We must be the ransom that pays for that sacred 
blood. We, all the Baha'is everywhere, East and West, 
young and old, new in the Faith or veterans~ must 
arise with complete unity, a more mature consecra
tion, a deeper love for Baha 'u'llah, and ensure that 
the vital objectives of the Ten-Year Crusade are com· 
pleted, and in many fields added to and markedly 
surpassed. 

We have had a soul-shattering shock; deepest grief, 
longing for our beloved Guardian so suddenly removed 
from our midst, has moved us to the depths of our 
being and made our hearts restless with desire to do 

m any things for him now which we neglected to do 
when he was alive. The Baha'is have rallied to his 
conferences, helped in the protection of the Faith to 
which he gave all his service, and have supported 
the appointed Hands of the Cause and the elected rep
resentatives of the believers. This~ however, is only 
the first step. Before us lie almost five years of hard 
work. years, we may well believe, of turmoil in the 
world, years when, in the face of a steady process of 
deterioration in human affairs, our institutions must 
be painstakingly erected and consolidated, the founda
tions for the future Universal House of Justice securely 
built, in order that this Supreme Edifice, when it 
comes into being, may be in a position to fulfill its 
Divinely appointed functions, the spirit of the Faith 
made to burn brighter, its. teachings disseminated far 
and wide, and that process of mass conversion so 
often referred to by the Guardian, set in motion and 
given increasing momentum. 

Purity of heart, honesty of mind, sincerity of motive 
were characteristics deeply prized by Shoghi Effendi. 
These characteristics he felt were strongly repre
sented in the so-called primitive peoples; they drew 
him to them and increased his conviction that the 
Cause of God has a tremendous future amongst the 
dark-skinned peoples of the world, and that they have 
great racial gifts of mind and heart to bring to the 
service of this Faith. It is significant to ponder that 
the first, the opening of this halfway pomt of the 
World Crusade was chosen by him for the heart of 
Africa, and that the last, the closing Conference, was 
set midway in the Pacific-Asian region. He did not 
thus honor the old world and the new. No, he chose 
the black people and the brown people for this distinc
tion. He visualized the African and the Pacific peoples 
vying with each other in the spread of the Faith. 
Each marked increase in membership in one region 
was relayed by him to the other, with the hope of 
stimulating a fresh burst of enthusiastic teaching ef
forts. Much of his joy, during the last years of his 
life, came from th-e news of the remarkable progress 

Baha'i Endowment in Luxembourg, situated in the, 
Commune d'Eich, Section C de Weigner Kirch: Rue des 

Forarms. 
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The tirst of the two annual teaching congresses was 
held in Managua l NicaTagua, on July 26-27, 1958. Seven
teen Baha'is and six guests attended.. Sessions tDeTe 
arranged to allow tOT everyone to enjoy a simple meal 
togeth.". on both days. The teachers, Pablo Perez, 
HoopeT DunbaT, and Donald and Mignon Witzel, coveT
ed the most important phases of teaching in Latin 
America, as well as the spiritua! fundamentals of the 

Faith. 

the Faith was making in these two areas. 
The African Conference released a great spiritual 

power among the Negro believers, who t,eturned from 
it to their tribal homes to teach with new enthusiasm 
and understanding, and to convince their own peoples 
of the truth of Baha'u'llah's Message. We feel con
fident that the representatives -of many of the peoples 
of the Pacific region attending this Coalerence will do 
likewise, and that this will mark the beginning of a 
vast process of conversion of the inhabitants of the 
islands of this immense ocean to the Cause of God. 

Who knows, perhaps it is the immediate. destiny of 
our great Faith to be raised on the two wmgs of the 
black and brown races through a great wave of mass 
conversion which will have repercussions all over the 
world and, releasing spiritual powers as yet untapped. 
enabl~ the leaven of the Faith of Bah"'u'lHih to pene
tra te into the lives of the peoples of the older yellow 
and white civilizations, so materialistic, so disillu
sioned, so morally corrupt and spiritually bankrupt. 

The first evidences of this mighty process envIsaged 
by our beloved Guardian have already becoIl';e m ani
fest in the extraordinary, the truly heartemn!1 con
version 01 such a large number of people m the 
Mentawai Islands and the Gilbert and Ellice Islands 
to this new religion. Those who have had the privilege 
of carrying the Message of Baha'u'llah to them can 
testify how deep is the faith with which they hav~ 
embraced it how steadfast their intent to serve It 
and uphold its laws, how ripe their hearts to enfold 
its truth and make it a part of their lives. . 

Another evidence of the unfoldment of thls process 
has been the formation of Bahati schools in the n~ 
Hebrides, in Mentawai, and in the Gilbert a.nd Elhce 
Archipelago-schools of which Shoghl EffendI was Im
mensely proud. How many pIlgrims watched en
thralled as the strong, forceful, and fascinating hand 
of the Guardian pointed to the spats on t?e map. of 
the world he had filled in, and tapped the CIrcle whIch 
marked one of these precious schools. How bught the 
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light that lit up his blessed face as he stated this was 
no mere summer school, but a real school, opened 
and maintained by Baha';s, in which the children of 
indigenous people were being educated in both a nor
mal curriculum and in the Baha'i standards. It was 
his ardent hope that these schools should be main
tained. reinforced, and similar ones established on a 
sound and permanent basis in other areas. He repeat
edly made it clear that in these unspoiled regions of 
the world lay a great hope for the future. He con
stantly encouraged pioneers to move into them, and in 
these fertile fields of service, busy themselves with 
the teaching work where it promised the greatest 
success. 

This culminating Coalerence held during this sad 
but fruitful year must yield, for all believers present, 
as well as for those throughout the Baha'i world, a 
special harvest. Our hearts, still bleeding in separa
tion from our dearly beloved Guardian, we must an
neal in the fire of self-sacrifice to this infinitely pre
cious Faith. The need of our fellowmen is to hear the 
Glad-Tidings of Bah"'u'llah greater than ever. The 
doors to pioneering, to the construction of the Mother 
Temples called for in the Ten-Year Plan, to the found
ing of Baha'i schools, to the dissemination of our liter
ature, to the erection of our administrative institu
tions, still stand open.· Before some world catastrophe 
closes them devastatingly, albeit temporarily in our 
faces, let us not waste one precious moment! 

Shoghi Effendi's love is burning in our hearts, his 
appeals are still fresh in our ears. The vision he gave 
us of our present task is .clear and perfect; let us keep 
it forever before our eyes. 

ULet there be no mistake. The avowed, the primary 
aim of this Spiritual Crusade is none other than the 
conquest of the citadels of men's hearts. The theater 
of its operations is the entire planet, its duration a 
whole decade. Its commencement syncnronizes with 
the Centenary of th~ birth of Bah,,'u'llah's Mission. 
Its culmination will coincide with the Centenary of 
the Declaration of that same Mission .. The agencies 
assisting in its conduct are the nascent administrative 
institutions of a steadily-evolving, divinely appointed. 
Order. Its driving force is the energizing influence 
generated by the Revelation heralded by the Bab and 
proclaimed by Bah"'u'llah. Its Marshal is none other 
than the Author of the Divine Plan. Its standard-bear
ers are the Hands of the Cause of God appointed in 
every continent of the globe. Its generals are the ... 
national spiritual assemblies participating in the exe
cution of its design. Its vanguard is the ~hief executors 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha's Master Plan, their allies and asso
ciates. Its legions are the rank and file of believers 
standing behind these same ... national assemblies 
and sharing in the global task embracing the Ameri
can? the European, the Mrican, the Asiatic. and 
Australian fronts. The charter directing its course is 
the immortal Tablets that have flowed from the Pen 
of the Center of the Covenant Himself. The armor 
with which its onrushing hosts have been invested is 
the glad-tidings of God's own Message i~ this Day, 
the principles underlying the Order proclaImed by HIS 
Messenger. and the laws and ordinances governing 
His Dispensation. The battle cry animating its heroes 
and heroines is the cry of ya. Baha'utl-Abha." 

-HANDS OF THE FAITH IN THE HOLY LAND 



VillakoUo, Bolivia. AU tne surToundings aTe !ike this, 
toithout a single tree or plant, except dumps oj straw 

(paja bTava). 

rpHREE new Indian groups in Bolivia have recently 
1. accepted the Bahit'i Faith through the efforts of 

the La Paz and the Canton Huaiiuni Indian Assemblies. 
In Potosi there is a group of five chalas (a mixture 

of Ute white and Indian races), in Huanacota there are 
eight Indian Baha'is, and in Chalapiti there are five 
Indian believers. The two latter places were opened by 
Andres J achacollo, who went on a forty-six day teach
ing' trip, and -Isidro Jachacollo, on a twenty-six day 
teaching trip, bo.th of ·whom are dedicated Canton 
Huanuni friends. 

Both state that there are a number of other Indians 
interested in the Faith in these places, and that they 
will continue with their efforts, hoping to confirm 
enough to make local spiritual assemblies before long. 
One of these friends is also going on a teaching trip 
to Potosi to cooperate with the chalas there in several 
weeks of joint efforts. 

An idea of the sacrifice required can be given when 
one learns that these Baha'is must walk for a total of 
ten days going and returning to their own Village. 

........ ,-.... ~,.~... ._'-
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Pure-Hearted Bolivian Indians 
In Primitive, Inhospitable Land 
Are Awakening to Baha'i Faith 

Juana Topa, the first 
BaM', of Chola back
gTound in Bolivia, who 
accepted the Faith 011 

July 12, 1958. 

In a recent teaching trip, 
Athos Costas, secretary of 
the National Spiritual As
sembly of Argentina, B<>
livia t Chile, Paraguay, and 
Uruguay, recorded the fol
lowing impressions of his 
two days' stay in Canton 
Huaiiuni: 

"The Bahit'!s of Vilakollo 
are almost all young, num
bering seventeen believers 
with twelve children in the 
community. They are very 
hospitable and amiable, 
having a great desire for 
spiritual, cultural, and so
cial progress. They are 
much nearer to the real 
values of life than city 
inhabitants. 

"They are pure of heart, 
and the progress of the 
Faith there could be like 

Africa. On leaving them, I thought of these people who 
live in the mountains, enduring such extreme cold, 
and with such arid soil, living in their tiny huts made of 
adobe and thatched with straw, with unglassed open
ings for doors and windows, and felt that a part of my 
heart remains with them. 

"At the end of my Bolivian teaching trip, I thought 

BaM'is of the Vilako!1o Indian community. The picture at the Tight shows a typical h<>us. of adobe brick and the 
Hpaja brava" stTaw thatched Tool. In the picture to the left aTe Estanislao Alvarez, member 01 the Nation41 1"".. 
dia.n Committee, and Athas Costas, secretary 01 the National Spiritual Assembly 01 Argentina~ Bolivia, Chile, PaTa-

guay. and Uruguay. 



, 
that the Baha'is should not spend their energies in the 
arid spiritual climate of the great cities, but go out to 
the provinces, the little 'pueblitas' where the people 
live a more primitive life, much less superficial, where 
the Faith will progress much more rapidly through 
contact with consecrated pioneers." 

That Bolivia is awakening to the Faith is evident from 
the report of Mr. Costas on his August teaching trip. 
In Cochabamba he gave a radio talk, and spoke at a 
public meeting in the Centro Cultural Boliviano-Norte
americana before a group of eleven Baha'is and twenty· 
three guests, mostly YOWlg people who show:ed great 
interest. 

The newspaper El Pueblo gave a full summary of 
the talk. 

In La Paz, a public meeting was held in the Municipal 
Library, with an attendance of eight Baha'is and fifty 
guests. This was preceded by announcements on the 
radio, and was followed by a summary of the talk in 
the newspaper La Nacion. Many of the contacts in La 
Paz were brought by the three Indian Baha'is resident 
in that city. 

In Santa Cruz a talk was given in the salon of the 
radio station "Grigota," with an attendance of thirty. 
The entire forty minute talk was also broadcast by the 
radio station, and two newspapers published sum
maries of the talk:. One publication used a photograph 
of the Baha'i House of Worship as an iHustration. 

Land for Mother Temple of Paraguay 
Pun:hased Near Capital City of Asuncion 

Among the addijional goals set by the Guardian be
fore his passing was the purchase of land for the 
Mother Temples of Bolivia, Paraguay, and Uruguay. 

Paraguay achieved this goal on September 30, 1958, 
after months of searching and disappointments over 
excessively priced land. The National Spiritual As
sembly of Argentina, BOlivia, Chile, Paraguay, and 
Uruguay joyfully announces that an area of three hec
tares (about seven and one-half acres) has been bought. 

BaM', delegates at the third All-Vietnam Teaching 
Conference held at TottTane, which was attended by 

over seventy Baha'is and theiT friends. 

-'-

The land is located fifteen kilometers from the capital 
city of Asuncion. 

This land should increase in value in the future as it 
is located about three kilometers from the Nation~l Air
port, on the road between the well·known towns of 
Luque and San Lorenzo. About half of the land is a coco 
palm tree plantation, overlooking a typical Paraguay
an panoramic view. 

Esperantists at World Congress in Germany 
Attend B.ha'i Meeting, View Exhibits 

Almost one hundred people from eleven countries at
tended the Baha'i meeting at the Forty-Third World 
Congress of the Esperantists at Mainz, Germany, on 
August 3, 1958. 

After the program was opened with music and the 
reading of a prayer of Baha'u'Uith, W. von der Ley 
spoke on the teachings of the Baha'i Faith. Guests from 
England, France, Sweden, The Netherlands, Poland, 
Italy, Spain, Brazil, the United States, and Germany 
left their names and addresses on the contact list. 

Over two hundred people visited the Baha'i exhibit, 
where Baha'i literature in Esperanto. and pictures of 
ilJ.terest to Esperantists were displayed. The pictures 
included a large portrait of 'Abdu'l-Baha, photographs of 
leading Baha'is and Esperantists such as Martha Root, 
Lidja Zamenhof (the daughter of the founder of the 
Esperantist movement), and John E. Esslemont. Other 
photos showed Haifa and the Shrine of the Bab, views 
of the House of Worship in Wilmette, and pictures of 
the Intercontinental Conferences in 1953. 

Public Teaching Launched 
at Palmer, Alaskan Goal City 

Since Mr. and Mrs. Verne Stout and their two chil
dren went to Palmer, Alaska, a few months ago to open 
that goal city, they have been quietly but steadily mak
ing friends for the Faith. The Matanuska Valley fair, 
held August 29 to September I, provided an occasion 
for public proclamation through the Baha'i exhibit, with 
some 400 pieces of literature distributed. 

The booth, centrally located and displaying a Temple 
model, ·photographs, and literature, was unavoidably 
visible to all 14,000 persons who attended the fair. Chairs 
were provided in the booth so that visitors could rest 
and read various Baha'i books and pamphlets on a 
small table, including the latest Bahli'" World volume, 
and Appreciations of the BaM'; Faith. Newspaper ad
vertisements of public meetings in other Alaskan cities 
were on display. The booth was also utilized as a means 
of presenting Baha'i literature (including Destiny of 
America, and A Pattern tOT Future Society) to a num
ber of civic leaders on a local and state level. 

Baha'i visitors to the booth came from Kodiak. Una
laska, Tanana Valley, Bethel, and Anchorage, Alaska, 
the first two places representing World Crusade goals. 

The Matanuska Valley, flanked by the Chugach Moun
tains, is the richest farming area of Alaska and is the 
site of the well-known ufarm-colony" experi~ent be-
gun in the 1930's under the U.S. government, when this 
land was first cleared and settled. 



• .,HA'I HEWS 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 
o! Tinto, British Cameroons, formed on April 
Zl, 1958. This assembly successfully hosted 

a teaching conference. 

The Local Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is 
of Bakebe, British Cameroons. This re
sponsible body actively helped to organize 
a Sttccessful teaching meeting in their town. 

The outstanding record of achievements in 
Nigeria and British Cameroons, reported in 
BAHA'i NEWS for August 1958, is due to a 
well-known, yet potent, fonnula: continuous 
organized teaching activities. 

The mainspring in these countries is North
west Africa's Regional Teaching Committee 
No. Ten. This body plans a never-ending 
series of teaching meetings, conferences, and 
other activities throughout the area. 

Then the local spiritual assemblies con
cerned cooperate in organizing the numerous 
details and notifying the believers. If ap
propriate, the believers then extend invita
tions to their friends and contacts. 

The result is invariably the same: a well
attended meeting in that distinctly Baha'i 
atmosphere, sO wonderful to experience, so 
conducive to spiritual regeneration. 
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First Photographs From British Cameroons 
Illustrate Results of Continuous Teaching 

By Regional Committee and Loca' Assem&lies 

About half of the believers of the BaM'i community of Bakebe 
British Cameroons, photographed after a teaching conference: 

Some of the believers oj Tinto, British Cameroons~ who at
tended the teaching conference there. 



• 
S. Australian Government Appoints Baha'i 
to Officiate at Marriages by Loca' Assemblies 

The Australian Bah,Pi Bulletin for August 1958 has 
reprinted an extract from the South Australian Gov· 
ernment Gazette for July 3, 1958, as follows: 

Marriage Act Registration 

"Notice is hereby given that, under authority of His 
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, dated 21st June 
1958, the Principal Registrar has registered Mr. Harold 
Collis Featherstone of Port Adelaide (Spiritual Assem· 
bly of the Baha'is of Port Adelaide, Incorporated) as an 
officiating registrar under the Marriage Act, 1936-1937. 

A. W. Bowden, PrinCipal Registrar" 
The Baha'i Bulletin points out that local spiritual as· 

semblies in South Australia may conduct marriages in 
conjunction with the Officiating Registrar. 

aaha'is of Belgium and Luxembourg Hold 
Joint Conference to Study Teachings 

A "National Baha'i Day of Belgium and Luxem· 
bourg" was held in Charleroi, Belgium, in September, 
under the auspices of the National Teaching Committee 
for these two countries. The day was dedicated to the 
study of the Baha'i Teachings, and proved to be an im· 
mense success. 

There were thirty.four Baha'is and five guests pres· 

.~, ... " .... ,-.... ~ .. -..... --
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ent, from Brussels, Luxembourg City, Antwerp, Liege, 
Ostende, an~ Ch~rleroi, as well as a Persian pioneer 
family from Tunesia. 

The program was excel1ently planned, with three sub. 
jects for discussion: HSpiritual Qualities Which Can. 
form to the Baha'{ Life," "The Stature of Baha'u'lIilh 
Among the Other Prophets," and "The Twin Nature of 
Man," presented respectively by Miss Suzanne de Kon. 
inck, Louis Henuzet, and Marcel Mathot . . 

This National Day was designed as a substitute for a 
summer school this year, due to the Intercontinental 
Conference held at Frankfurt, Germany, in July. 

Sholapur and Ahlledabad, I ndia. Schools 
Recognize Saha'i Holy Days 

The educational authorities of Sholapur and 
Ahmedabad, India, have given permission to Baha'i 
children attending schools in their respective juris
dictions to observe Baha'l Holy Days as holidays. 

-NATIONAL SPmrrvAL AsSEMBLY or INDIA AND BURMA 

Correction 
References to Shoghi Effendi as Hthe divine Guard· 

ian," attributed to Mrs. Amelia Collins in the account 
of the Frankfurt Intercontinental Conference prepared 
by the National Spiritual Assembly of Germany and 
Austria for the October issue of BAHA'I NEWS. should 
have been reported as "the beloved Guardian." 

National Baha'i Day of Belgium and Luxembourg, held at Charleroi, Belgium on September 21. 
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First Summer School of Southern States Held at Blue Ridge In August 

A SUMMER sun . . . an early dusk . . . the scent 
of the s(trUce and the pine . . . misty clouds bow

ing low to hide majestic mountain peaks ... a solemn 
stillness . . . a nearness to God . . . all this is Blue 
Ridge, and here from August 23-28, 1958, nearly eighty 
Bah,,';s and friends held the first Baha'i Summer School 
of the South. Here, deep in the mountains of western 
North Carolina, this interracial group gathered with 
love and harmony. 

Conferences had been conducted at Blue Ridge in 
other years, but this was a school, and from the very 
onset this was evident to all in attendance. The study 
and consultation were serious. Although it was re
ql1ired that each person take at least two classes, 
nearly everyone attended all three. A great impetus 
for further study was generated. The time was short 
and the schedule heavy. Each day began at 7:30 with 
Devotions. 

Morning courses, running simultaneously from 
9:15 to 11:15 were: "Islam," taught in a masterly fash
ion by Roy Mottahedeh; "World Crusade," clearly 
outlined by Lorana Kerfoot; and "Introductory Class," 
ably given by Erma Hayden. 

Afternoon courses, running simultaneously from 1:15 
to 2:45 were: "Advent of Divine Justice," warmly 
presented by Albert James; and "Baha'i Administra
tion," dramatically set forth by Zelia Svendsen. 

The evening course from 7:15 to 9:00 was: "Cove
nant and Covenant Breaking," effectively directed by 
Jack Davis. 

In each case we were blessed with exemplary teach
ers, who gave devotedly of their time. 

The youth attended morning and evening classes 
with the adults, but in the afternoon held their own 
class where they consulted on many aspects of the 
Faith, particularly those that concerned the Youth 
most directly. 

Thelma Allison, Louise Jackson, Alice Walton, and 
Marion Goldstein conducted the children's classes, 
and on the last morning the children presented the 
Devotions and displayed their handiwork. 

Each day formally ended with Devotions at 9:15; 
however, informal gatherings lasted long into the 
night. Mrs. Allison and Mrs. Svendsen shared the 
stories of their pilgrimages to Haifa. Slides of the 
Temple and Shrine Gardens were shown, and Baha'i 
experiences were exchanged over cups of coffee. The 
warmth and feeling in these evening get-together. 
are never to be forgotten. 

The recreational facilities at Blue Ridge are many, 
among them hiking, swimming, and horseback riding. 
While many spent their leisure time pursuing these, 
at the same time others used the hours to come to
gether for discussion and visiting with the teachers 

Attendants at the first B4h<i'i Summer School of the Southern States, held at Blue Ridge, N. Car., August 23-28. 



10 

and each other. 
Many who had attended other summer schools in 

the past felt that this was the best in spirit and 
content, and it was hoped that we might continue to 
have a school in this beautiful setting. This seemed 
impossible, as we had not near the attendance that 
the YMCA management required to renew our con
tract. However, at the time the School Committee was 
meeting wUh the management the entire group gath
ered together for prayers, and great was our joy 
when we were offered the facilities for three years. 

Five days are not many. All too soon they sped by. 
We gathered for the last time on the huge veranda 
of the main house. We felt the knowledge and the 
beauty fill our minds and hearts. The time of parting 
was near ~ . . still we stood. These past days we 
had prayed, studied, laughed, wept and had fellow
ship together. Reluctantly we bid goodbye to old 
friends and new. Our feelings were divided-a part of 
us yearned to stay, to partake forever of this close
ness, and yet already stirring within was the great 
longing and urgency to hurry forth-back to share our 
re-awakened faith with fellow believers, and to take 
what we had gained to a thirsting world. 

This was the first Blue Ridge Summer Schoo!. The 
sun was warm, the mountains stood like sentinels 
against the sky. The clouds bowed low, the air was 
still-and God was there. 

Pioneers From United States Settle 
in Five Central American Countries 

-GAlL CURWIN 

A group of devoted new pioneers have been wel
comed to five of the Central American countries 
during the past few months, to as·sist at this crucial 
time in the Ten-Year Crusade. 

To Costa Rica has come Richard Mirkovitch from 
California? who is working as a physical education 
director at the Methodist School in Escazu. 

Hooper Dunbar, also from California, is teaching 
English in Managua, Nicaragua. 

Honduras has now become the home of Grace Dean 
from New Mexico, Seymour Malkin from California, 
and David Mathieson from Connecticut, all of whom 
are getting oriented in Tegucugalpa. Robert Anker 
from Nevada is now in San Pedro Sula looking for 
work there or in one of the goal cities along the 
Caribbean coast. 

Mrs. Edith McLaren, a pioneer from New York 
state, has recently arrived in Guatemala. 

Frank Wilson. another Californian, is getting es
ta blished in Santa Tecla, EI Salvador. 

Successful pioneering demands many personal sac
rifices which later bring manifold blessings. A vivid 
example is that of Donald and Mignon Witzel, de
voted, hard-working, and valiant pioneers for many 
years in hot, inhospitable Managua, Nicaragua. 

This year, after a series of trying housing 
difficulties, they found a perfect house, but decided 
that it is more important to spread the Faith than to 
live comfortably, so they sub-let the house and moved 
to Masaya, where they will commute each day to 
their positions in the American School in Managua, 
despite high transportation expenses. 

-----
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Baha'i group oj Retalhuleu, Guatemala, 

Retalhuleu, Guatemala, Baha'i Community 
Functions Without Resident Pioneer 

The city of Retalhuleu, Guatemala, is one of those 
rare spots in the civilized world that does not seem to 
be contaminated with materialism and .fanaticism. 
The people are friendly, spiritually minded, and un
prejudiced. 

This city was opened to the Baha'i Faith a few 
years ago by Louise Caswell, who took advantage of 
the visit of another Baha'i to announce, through leaf
lets distributed by a jeep and with the assistance of 
a public address system, a series of public lectures 
in the movie theater and in an open-air garden. 

The first two lectures were well attended, but no 
one came to the third one. However, Louise made 
her presentation, and the speaker, Artemus Lamb, gave 
his lecture to an invisible audience which gradually 
gathered outside the garden and in the street. At the 
end, three women and a man came in, and another 
lecture was given. 

Today there is a happy little Baha'i community 
formed, and it is maintained without the help of a 
resident pioneer, a rare occurrence in Central Amer
ica. 

Just two miles away is the Indian village of San 
Sebastian, where there are Latin Baha'Is and Indian 
contacts. There is much optimism for its Baha'i de
velopment. 

,-.-

Pakistan Temple Land Purchased, Assembly 
Attains Registration by Government 

Two goals of the Guardian's Six-Year Plan for 
Pakistan have been achieved, according to the N a
tional Spiritual As sem bly there: 

About twenty-two acres of land has been purchased 
for the first Ma@riqu'l-Adhkar of P itkistan in Deh 
Ibrahim Hyderi, Kara~hi. 
. The National Spiritual Assembly has been registered. 

under the Societies' Registration Act on May 28, 1958. 
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Baha'i Indian Center at Gallup Redecorated by Weekend Work Party 

~E Baha'! Indian Center at Gallup was given a 
.1 face-lifting within and without when a work party 

of pioneers and members of the American Indian 
Service Committee painted, remodeled, and decorated 
the Center on the weekend of July 19. 

Part of the new adornment placed in the Center 
was a beautiful rendition of the "Greatest Name" made 
by Don Hawley and Kahin Radpour, and color prints 
of the Shrine of the Bab and the House of Worship. 

On Saturday evening the group gathered among the 
paint pots to hear a wonderful talk by Ted Cardell, 
well known British pioneer to Africa, who was a mem
ber of the work party. Then -on August 16, during 
the famous Gallup Indian ceremonials, a dinner and 
open house were held at the Center with Ted Cardell 
and his wife, formerly Alicia Ward of Tempe, as 
guests of honor, 

Pioneen From Peoria Now Hosts. at Cent.r 

Anthony and Josie Madonia. resident pioneers at the 
Center during these activities, have now moved from 
Gallup to nearby Fort Defiance, Ariz., where Mr. 
Madonia is employed by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 
Their places as hosts and pioneers at the Center have 
been taken by Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wright and their 
family, who arrived from Peoria, 111., on August 19. 
The Gallup group, which includes the original pioneer 
to this "Indian capital of the world," James Stone, 
is starting new teaching and service activities for 
the benefit of the many Indians in that city. 

"CJ:pen House" at the newly decorated BarnPi Indian 
Center in Gallup on August 16. 

The work party redecorating the Baha'i Indian Center 
at GaUup, N. Mex., on the weekend of July 19. 

Baha'i Youth Serve the Indians 

An Open Letter 
The American Indian Service Committee shares the 

following letter, feeling that its appeal extends to all 
believers, although it is addressed to ·Baha'; Youth. 
Its author, Tim Rost, became a pioneer among the 
Indians immediately after his graduation from college 
two years ago. He is presently teaching school and 
serving among the Indians of the Fort Totten (Sioux) 
reservation in North Dakota. 

Dear friends, 
This letter is addressed to those Youth who wish 

to strive to live the Laws of God's Faith and to 
serve humanity with no selfish motives, with no de
sire for rewards, with willingness to lay down their 
lives if necessary. and with tender spiritual love. The 
Indians await you. 

You are not inadequate. If you are· not yet ready
and remember, you are still young-you ~an train 
yourselves to become so. There is nothing to fear. 
You must act promptly before it is too late. 

We who are on or near the reservations can per
haps most fully realize how badly you are needed. 
Your generation has a great responsibility in this 
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matter. Anguish fills our hearts when we consider 
how much work there is to be done, and how few 
to do it. 

Contact Baha'is who have had experience in this 
work. Visit places where Indians can be found. Get 
to know Indian Baha'is. You can then glimpse their 
great spiritual potentialities. 
If you plan to attend college or are now in col

lege, find out what kinds of occupations can lead to 
positions on or near reservations, or in towns with at 
least some Indian inhabitants. If there are Indians in 
your college Or university, try to cultivate their friend
ship. 

The American Indian Service Committee can give 
you invaluable help. Contact them. 

Sometimes it is best for a young Baba'i to choose 
a place to pioneer near other Baha'is who can give 
spiritual and material help. This work is not always 
easy. 

Prayer is a dynamic force. Use it in dealing with 
them. They will respond sooner or later. Be free. Do 
not let them take advantage of you-they will lose 
respect for you. They are very observant. 

Be especially obedient to the Laws of the Faith 
dealing with morals. Disobedience can lead to disaster. 

The rewards are great. The love of a little Indian 
child is like a precious jewel. No one can really help 
them except us. This fact is constantly becoming clear
er and clearer. 

You must raise the level of their thoughts by rais
ing your own. You must raise their morals by rais
ing your own. You must give them hope for the fu
ture by having more confidence that the Cause of 
Baha'u'llah will uplift the poor ones of the earth. 

Don't expect immediate responses from them. Re
member, you tOo are being trained. Be patient. 

There is no doubt whatsoever that the Baha'I Youth 
can meet the challenge. The Baha'i Faith, as we all 
know, presents basically a joyous Message. You can 
find this joy with them. 

9S Students From 11 States Attend ...

First Southwestern Baha'i Summer School 

-TIM ROST 

The first Baha'i Summ'er School in the soutbwestern 
part of the United States was held at Bachman's Lake 
on the site of the YMCA-Camp Kiwanis. It was a pre
cedent.setting event in that it marked the first time 
that facilities of the resort area were made available 
to Negroes. 

All who were privileged to attend the week-long ses· 
sion of the Southwestern Baha'i Summer School were 
impressed with tbe facilities and highly appreciative of 
the job done by the committee. One of the most warmly 
expressed appreciations was a report on the school 
written shortly after his return to Roswell, N. Mex., 
by P. R. Meinhard, editor of the Area Teaching 
Committee Bulletin for the Rocky Mountain States. We 
take the liberty of quoting verbatim Mr. Meinhard's ex
cellent report: 

HBlessed to a rare degree with a spirit of combined 
consecration, studiousness, and fellowship, the opening 
session of the new Southwestern Summer School was 
indeed a joyous and fruitful occasion. It was conducted 

~~ .. - .---,~ ..... --"'-
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FiTst Local Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is Of Lin
coln, Neb., formed on April 21, 1958. 

at the spacious YMCA-Kiwanis camp on Bachman's 
Lake on the outskirts of Dalias, Texas. The time was 
August 23 to 30. An unofficial count indicated that about 
95 students came from eleven states to attend. And, 
thanks to the energetic and resourceful committee, fa
culty and staff, all seemed to share a double sense of 
having spent a profitable week and of having helped to 
open an important new teaching facility. 

'~The study courses and teachers were as follOWS: 
Baha'i Administration and Institutions of the Faith, 
Mrs. Velma Sherrill; Know Your Baha'i Literature, Mr. 
Lloyd Sherrill, The World Crusade and It. Relationship 
to the Divine Plan, Miss D. Thelma Jackson and Mr. 
David Baral; The Covenant and Covenant-Breaking, 
Mrs. Florence Mayberry. In addition, special events in
cluded classes on Teaching the Minority Groups and on 
Firesides, both by Mr. Ellsworth· Blackwell, and a ses
sion in which the students, guided by Mr. Robert Hop
kins, framed suggested Baha'i answers to frequently 
asked questions. 

"In the first of two successful public meetings, Mrs. 
Velma Sherrill gave an excellent general talk on the 
Faith. The second one presented a panel comprised of 
Mrs. Florence Mayberry, Ellsworth Blackwell, and 
Dr. Neill McFarland of the Divinity School of Southern 
Methodist University. Dr. McFarland created a mild 
sensation by foreshadowing a distinctly liberalized 
Protestant attitude of 'coexistence' toward all other 
faiths. 

"Interspersed with all these events were recreation 
periods for both youngsters and grown-ups, and eve
nings of sociability under the soft Texas moon. All in 
all, the week impressed those present with the great 
significance and value of the new teaching center. 
Needless to say. it offers -essential Baha'i training to 
many believers hitherto unable to reach a summer 
school. Its very inauguration apparently proved a great 
'invigorator' to the valiant believers of the surrounding 
area. And it provides a broad, new gateway through 
which the beloved colored people may pass to find the 
Faith. In short, the school is a great boon to the Ameri
can Baha'i community in general, and to its Southwest-
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ern members in particular." 
Cooperation) and assistance wherever help was 

needed, on the part of members of the Dallas Baha'; 
community contributed greatly to the success of the 
Southwestern Summer School. Children's classes and 
activities were conducted by Mrs. Pauline Hansen of 
Dallas and Mrs. Marjorie Heath of San Antonio. 

John D. Thomas of Dallas was convenor of the South
western Baha'i Summer School Committee, which con~ 
sisted of these committee. members: Jack Raborn, 
Robert Hopkins, Mrs. Allene Squires, all of Dallas; 
Miss D. Thelma Jackson, San Antonio; E. D. Gray, 
Houston; and Mrs. Thelma Thurston Gorham, Okla
homa City. 

Conferences in Chautauqua and Phoenix 
Study Baha'i Principles of Child Education 

A conference on the Baha'; philosophy of child edu
cation was held at Chautauqua, N.Y., on August 30-
31, 19587 with sixty-three registrants representing 
twenty~seven communities in seven states. Frank 
Meese, chairman of the East Central States Area 
Teaching Committee, served as chairm an of the con
ference. 

Mrs. Martha McCloskey of Hamburg, N.Y., spoke 
on the philosophy of education. She explained that 
the word "to educate" means "to draw out," not "to 
fill in," and that philosophy meant wisdom underly
ing a system of knowledge. 

In order for education to be effective, she stated, 
one must teach the whole being. The three elements 
in Baha'; education were stated as: (1) The independ
ent search after truth, (2a) Science and religion must 
agree, (2b) The oneness of the world of existence. and 
(3) The law of God. 

Laurence La Rocque, Oak Park! m., chairman of 

the National Child Education Committee, was the prin
cipal speaker. He told of an extensive survey by the 
committee on methods of teaching the Faith to chil
dren. 

"It seemed to us," he said, Hthat to pour facts into 
the mind of a child was not education. Our direct 
aim should not be to make Baha'is, but to so educate 
and guide the children that through their own ex
perience they would be led to Baha'u'llilh." 

Mr. La Rocque spoke on the children's classes at 
the Baha'i Temple in Wilmette, used as a labora. 
tory for trying out the ideas of the committee. 

Knowledge comes in three ways, he explained: 
through sensation t through perception. and through 
conception. 

The children in the primary class, who range in 
age from three to five years, learn through their 
senses. These children are taught that there are three 
kingdoms of creation, without attempting to have 
them comprehend these kingdoms, and that God is a 
Mystery, a Power, Unknown. They are encouraged 
to talk and to discuss the ideas they bring up. They 
play, sing, tell stories, and take walks. Visual educa
tion materials are used extensively. 

The six-to-eight-year age group learns through per
ception. They learn of the kingdom of man; the qual
ities and needs of the human kingdom; the social 
laws; obedience to God, society, and the world about 
him;- their physical tools and their spiritual tools, 
such as prayer. Plans and participation are encour4 
aged, using dramatics in acting out a given situation. 
The goal is a spiritual basis for a solution of their 
personal problems. 

The nine-to-twelve-year age group learns through 
conception, as well as by sensation and perception. 
They have an understanding of abstract ideas and can 
deal with the powers of man. An understanding 01 
self in relation to the world and to God is stimulated, 

The Chautauqua ConteTenee on the BaM'i philosophy of child education, held at Chautauqua, N.Y., on August 
30-31, 1958. 

--. ..-
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with a conception of the inner and outer worlds. 
The children lead the discussion; the teacher begins 
to be merely a guide. . 

The thirteen-to-fourleen-year age group studies the 
unity of science and religion, and progressive revela
"tion. The story of religions are related to the Baha'i 
Revelation as an evolutionary development, with no 
attempt to show the Baha'i Faith as superior. These 
children should fully study the Bah,,'i Faith, its in
stitutions, history, and teachings. 

Mr. La Rocque concluded his talk with the follow
ing suggestions: Teach the children the kingdom of 
heaven, emphasize the mystery of God, guard against 
analogies of God, and keep alive the wonderment of 
life. The goal of child education is to awaken and to 
train the child's soul. 

On Sunday monring the conference continued with 
Mrs. Jane Czemiejewski presiding. She emphasized 
the obligation of teaching, and stressed the point that 
no one is excused. 

Charles Grindley of Ontario, Canada, explained his 
plan of teaching based on the compilation The Rev
elation Of Bah<i'u'Ucih, and Frank Meese concluded 
the conference with the reading of a BAIIA'i NEWS 
insert on "Education. J' 

Phoenix Conference Studies Teaching Activities 
On September 7 an Open House for the Child 

Guidance ClassesJ jointly sponsored by the Ph~ix 
and Phoenix Suburban Area North Assemblies, ArIZ., 
gave members of the two communities an opportunity 
to observe highlights of these activities. As teachers 
and children told of their current study an interesting 
program was disclosed. 

First and second graders are studying the attributes 
of God, such as Love, Kindness, and Mercy, "illus
trated through Hidden Words, prayers, favorite chil
drents poems, and short stories, not only of the Baha'i 
Faith but of other religions as well. 

The third graders go a step further and investigate 
reasons behind our physical, cultural, and religious 
differences with the aid of the book, AU About u. 
by Eva Knox Evans J stories of other lands, illus
trative crafts, prayerSt and discussions. 

Filth and sixth grade students are beginning a 
study of social and cultural conditions of ch!ldren 
circa 1840, with the focus of interest on the children 
of Persia and the early life of 'Abdu'J-Baha. The 
class has voted to have a conference in January 
which will cover the life and teachings of each Mani
festation of God as its extra achievement project. 

Following a year-long course on the Bible and the 
Qur'an, a study of The Dawnbreakers, and some sec
tions of God Passes By is providing the junior youth 
with a background understanding of progressive reve
lation as well as a general knowledge of the history 
and liier ature of the Faith. 

The youth class is studying the "Origin, Powers, 
and Conditions of Man," using Some Answered Ques
tions as text, with supplementary material fro~ Baha'i 
and other sources, reading from the books m class 
followed by roundtable discussion. 

The adult group, composed chiefly of parents. of 
children attending classes, provides an oppor~UDlty 
for discussion of steps in spiritual growth of chl1dren 
and their parents, as revealed in the Baha 'j writings. 

Children's classes in Phoenix have had a long and 
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The Local Spiritual Assembly Of the BaM'i. Of Roch
ester, N.Y. for 1958-1959, incorporated on September 

23, 1958. 

interesting history. Originally sponsored by the 
Phoenix Assembly and carried on with one teacher 
and an average attendance of from three to nine 
children, the cIa sses were co-s ponsored with the As
sembly of adjacent Phoenix Suburban Area North, 
beginning in 1951. Teachers increased to three and 
attendance to fifteen. Presently there are six teachers 
with an average attendance of twenty-eight. Meetings 
are held every Sunday morning from 10 to 11 in 
various Baha'i homes on a monthly rotating basis. 

Plans for the devotional period with which the 
classes begin are made by the host family. Simple 
prayers with a background of recorded classical mu
sic makes up the program generally, after which 
the children divide into their classes. Dens, kitchens, 
bedrooms, and outdoor patios, as well a"s dining and 
living rooms serve as locale for these groups. 

Teachers meet regularly to discuss any problems, 
make necessary changes, and assess" their progress. 
In seJecting material for study, attention is paid to 
the capacity and interests of the children's age levels, 
continuity of instruction, and the underlying respon
sibility to provide each growing child with the knowl
edge he will need for intelligent and devoted ac
ceptance of the Faith at age fifteen. In general, class 
divisions are made according to grades in school. but 
the happiness and adaptability of individual children 
is always considered. 

Currently all teachers are parents, and each ha"s 
made time for this work amid other Baha'i responsi
bilities. 

1.000 Memben of Grandmother Clubs 
Tour House of Wonhip in Wilmette 

On October 6, 1,000 of the 1!500 "Grandmas" gath
ered in Chicago for the seventeenth annual meeting 
of the National Federation of Grandmother Clubs of 
America, visited the Baha.!! House of Worship in twen
ty chartered busses. These women came f~om all 
parts of the United States and showed great mterest 
in the Temple. 
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Baha'i exhibit at the "Fiesta de la Luna" duf'
ing September 1958, prepared by the Baha'is 
of Chula Vista, Calif. This display was exhibited 
jor five days~ and many contacts were made. 
Over 1500 pieces of literature were distributed.. 
This was the first Baha'i exhibit at the annu.al 

Chula Vista HFiesta." 

Guardian's Messages From 1950 to 1957 

To Be Published in November 
Messages to the Baha'i World, 1950-1957, by Shoghi 

Effendi, the new work containing the Guardian's mes
sages during this period to the entire Baha'i world 
community, is expected to be available by the Baha'i 
Publishing Trust of the U.S. by November 10. This is 
an historic work, eagerly anticipated by Baha'is 
throughout the world. 

From 1922 until 1950, the letters and cablegrams 
from Shoghi Effendi in his capacity as Guardian of 
the Baha'i Faith were addressed to individual national 
spiritual assemblies or national Baha'i communities 
conveying various directives and explanations. For 
example, the letters written to the American Baha'i 
community between 1927 and 1932 were published 
under the title, Baha'i Administration, and a later 
series as The WOTld Order of Baha'u'llcih. 

In 1950 the Guardian changed his emphasis from the 
needs and activities of national bodies to the Baha'i 
world community, culminating in his initiation of the 
Ten-Year World Crusade launched in 1953 and calling 
for the first time upon the participation of all Baha'is 
in one common world plan. These letters likewise 
announced the establishment of the International 
Baha'i Council, the institution of the Hands of the 
Cause, and other important international develop
ments. 

The present volume includes the major communica
tions which Shoghi Effendi addressed to the Baha'i 
world from April 25, 1950, to his last general letter 
of October 1957. They possess unique importance in 
documenting the progress of the World Crusade and 
determining its progressive unfoldment to the year 
1963, the Centenary of Baha'u'llili's announcement of 
His prophetic mission-a Crusade which is not only 
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establishing the Faith of Bah,,'u'llah throughout the 
world, but is also preparing the way for the forma. 
tion of the Universal House of Justice. 

These are messages that require deep and prayerful 
study on the part of every Baha'i. It is not possible 
for us, who long to carry out Shoghi Effendi's plan, 
to fathom the measure of wisdom, divine guidance 
and sacrifice that has given us these messages 0; 
the Plan that they outline. We can only bring a 
humility of heart and a resurgence of our own dew 
termination to fulfill our rightful part in these precious 
years that remain of the Ten-Year Plan. 

foreign Students of Seven Countries Attend 

National Dress and Costume Party in New York 
Twenty foreign students from fran, Trinidad. Ghana, 

Turkey, India, Pakistim, and Japan attended a "Na_ 
tional Dress & Costume!? party at the invitation of 
the Intercontinental Committee of the New York Spir
itual Assembly on September 5, at the New York 
Baha'i Center. Among the guests were the president 
and vice-president of the Ghana Students Union. 

The guests were impressed by the warmth and sin· 
cerity of the Baha'is; most of them were introduced 
to the Faith for the first time, although some had 
heard of the Faith in their native lands. 

At a follow-up "Fireside" some of the guests at. 
tended and heard H. Borrah Kavelin, chairman of 
the National Spiritual Assembly, speak on "One 
World." 

This was the first organized mass effort to attract 
foreign students in which results were evident. Many 
friends were made for the Faith and similar activities 
of this nature are planned for the future by the Inter
continental Committee. This committee was formed 
by the New York Local Spiritual Assembly, following 
the advice of the Guardian to contact foreign students. 

50 Attend Rate Amity Follow-Up 

Publit Meeting at St. Petersburg 
On September 28 Miss Olive Alexander of Miami, 

Florida, spoke at a public meeting given by the Baha'is 
of St. Petersburg, Florida, at the Metropolitan Council 
House, headquarters for the National Council for Negro 
Women in St. Petersburg. The room was offered to the 
Baha'is free of charge Hbecause of their service to the 
Negro people in this city." About 50 people attended, 
representing both races. 

This meeting was planned as a follow up tu Race 
Amity Day when a mixed audience of approximately 
175 responded to the 500 invitations sent. 

Miss A.lexander's talk on The Advent of Divine Jus
tice was well received. A large quantity of literature 
was taken, and several inquiries were made about fu
ture meetings. 

The St. Petersburg BaM'is are to be highly com
mended for their efforts. Though small in number, they 
have successfully combined audaciousness with careful 
planning. 
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Central American Teaching Committee Plans 
Summer School in EI Salvador for December 

An international summer school at Lake Coatepeque, 
El Salvador, will be held on December 24 to 28, 
sponsored by the Central American Teaching Com
mittee. 

"To Teach and Confirm Baha'is," a class for be
lievers, will study the goals of the World Crusade, and 
a class for Baha'is and their guests will examine 
"The Standards of Baha'i Life." 

A special project of the school will be a visit to the 
Pepil Indian town of Iza1co to present a Baha'i pro
gram there. 

San Antonio Uses "Baha'i News" to Discuss 
World Crusade Progress at Feasts 

BAHA'f NEWS has been used at Feasts in the San An
tonio, Texas, community in a way that should be of in
terest to other communities as well. 

Someone is appointed to review the current issue of 
BAHA'i NEWS before each Feast to formulate pertinent 
questions about the international and national progress 
of the Faith. These questions form the basis for a short 
discussion during the consultation period. A large world 
map is also used to make the news of the victories and 
needs of the Crusade more meaningful. 

This discussion of the BAHA'i NEWS stories h;rs 
proven helpful in creating an awareness of the current 
events of the World Crusade. 

National Baha'i AddreHSeSaedSqUarter-.-: -I 
Please Address Mail Correctly! 

National Baha'i Administrative 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, Ill. I 

National Treasurer: m 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, TIl. M 

::::'iC;::~i::::::~S:~: National Baha'i Fund I 
110 Linden Avenue, WHmette, Ill. ~1 

I Baha'i News: 
EdUorial omce: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, nl. 
Subscription and change of address: 112 Linden Ave

nue, Wilmette, Ill. 
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Baha'i Publishin9 Trust 
Messages of the Baha'i World, 195G-1957. By Shoghi 
Effendi. Introduction by Horace Holley, This volume 
contains the major communications which Shoghi Ef
fendi addressed to the Bah,,'i world from April 25, 1950, 
to hIS last general letter dated October 1957. 

These messages cover the historic events initiated 
and announced by the beloved Guardian in his mes. 
sages to the entire Baha'i world community, and his 
reports on the achievements of the World Crusade. 
Bound in blUe cloth, stamped in gold, in same size and 
format as other works of Shoghi Effendi. 

Per copy .................................... $2.00 

Baha'i Calendar, 1959. (Baha'i year 115-116). This is 
our standard 9x12 calendar depicting Feasts and Holy 
Days in separate colors and Jisting all essential infor
mation concerning Holy Days and Anniversaries on the 
back. It carries a black and white photograph of the 
Temple gardens in Wilmette, with a close-up of one of 
the Temple pylons. 

Per copy ..................................... $ .25 
10 copies ...................................... $2.00 
50 copies ..................................... $7.50 

Calendar of Events 
FEASTS 

November 4--Qudrat (Power) 
November 23-Qawl (Speech) 

HOLY DAYS 
November 12-Birth of Bahatu'llfl.h 
November 26-Day of the Covenant 
N ovem ber 28-Ascension of 'Abdu 'l-Baha 

(1:00 a.m.) 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
November 21-23 

STATE CONVENTIONS 
December 7 

Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

Weekdays 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Auditorium only) 

Sundays and Holidays 
10 :30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Entire building) 

Service of W orsh i p 
Sundays 

3 :30 to 4:10 p.m. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Ba:h8.'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports. plans, news items, and photographs of general interest are requested fram national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from national assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAEA~i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1958-59: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Miss 
Charlotte Linfoot. Richard C, Thomas. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, nlinois, U.S,A, 
Change of address should be repol'ted directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 



BAHA" YEAR" 5 DECEMBER 1958 

"Exquisitely Beautiful Monument" 
(Cable from Hands of the Faith) 

With thankful hearts announce completion exquis
itely beautiful monument at beloved Guardian's resting 
place. November first sacred dust from Baha'u'llilh's 
Shrine placed in foundation in presence four Hands of 
Cause. Garden embellishment of precincts progressing. 
Appeal believers rededicate themselves service Holy 
Cause for which beloved of all hearts sacrificed his 
precious life. 

November 2, 1958 

Beloved Friends: 

(signed) HANDS OF THE FAITH 

The "exquisitely beautiful monument .. designed as 
a memorial to the beloved Guardian has been com
pleted at his resting place in the London cemetery. 
No doubt we shall soon have the privilege of seeing 

photographs of the ceremony when, in the presence of 
four Hands of the Cause, sacred dust from the Shrine 
of Bah;i'u'llah was placed in the foundation. 

This historic occasion is employed by the Custodians 
for an appeal to all Baha'IS throughout the world to 
rededicate themselves in service to the HHoly Cause 
for which beloved of all hearts sacrificed his precious 
life." 

So poignant and compelling a call will surely bring 
a world-wide response from the Baha'is of all local 
communities in all continents. May the American Ba· 
ha'is as one soul be kindled in ardor and determination 
to carry out the Guardian's wishes for the triumphant 
termination of the World Crusade. 

-U.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Nine Hands of the Cause, Baha'is of Thirty-four Countries 
Meet in Singapore for Fifth Intercontinental Conference 

THE five Intercontinental Conferences So providen
tially planned by our beloved Guardian and an

nounced to us in his last communication to the Baha'I 
world in October 1957, have now been concluded. In the 
words of the Hands of the Faith in the Holy Land, 
"the overflowing measure of Divine grace we have 
witnessed has insured that the plan of Shoghi Ef
fendi for these great conferences has been success· 
fully fulfilled, the spirit he hoped would be generated 
by them has been generated, the pioneers he hoped 
would arise, have arisen, the funds he hoped would 
be raised have been forthcoming, and the ways and 
means for the furtherance of the work of the Crusade 
which he urged should be discussed have been de
liberated upon and are bearing fruit already in dif· 
ferent parts of the Baha'i world," 

Although all five Conferences were dedicated to the 
same five-fold purpose defined by the Guardian him· 
self, each was unique in certain respects. This was 
true also of the fifth and final Intercontinental Con-

ference held September 27 to 29, 1958, in Singapore,' 
Malaya, for it drew representatives from the largest 
geographical area of the world, included members from 
the black, white, yellow, and brown races, and con· 
verts to the Faith from all the major religions of the 
world, 

Conference Site Changed to Singapore 

Shoghi Effendi had designated Djakarta, Indonesia, 
as the city for this final Conference. However, the in· 
ternal conditions of that country were such that at 
the last moment a change of venue to Singapore be
came necessary. Nevertheless, there were in atten
dance 150 believers from thirty·four countries, repre-
senting thirteen national spiritual assemblies. Present 
also were nine Hands of the Cause, a member of the 
International Baha'i Council, twelve members of the 
Auxiliary Boards, and nine Knights of Bahit'u'Uah. 

This inspiring report of attendance was included in 
the cablegram from the Conference conveying to the 
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Hands of the Faith in the Holy Land the deepest ap
preciation for the presence of the beloved Guardian's 
special representative, Leroy C. loas, and of their own 
loving message to the Conference. The message further 
expres~ed a~~urance of the gathered friends of "loving 
devotion, loyalty and dedication of (their) services (in 
the) -execution of jAbdu'l-Baha's Grand Design initiated 
by the beloved Guardian" and humbly supplicated their 
pray~rs. 

As in the other Conferences, the reading of the spe
cial message from the Hands of the Faith in the Holy 
Land and greetings from the Hands in attendance 
struck the keynote for the deliberations which were to 
follow. Mrs. Shirin Fozdar, chairman of the Regional 
Spiritual Assembly of South East Asia, acting as chair
man of the Conference, presided at all sessions, which 
opened with prayers in Persian, English, and other 
languages spoken in this area. After extending a lov
ing welcome to all the friends, she presented the rep
resentative of the Guardian, Hand of the Cause Leroy 
loas, who, after commenting that .in reality Shoghi 
Effendi was the host of this Conference, read the 
stirring message from the Holy Land (published in the 
November BAHA'f NEWS). 

Leroy lOIS plYs Tribute to Sh09hi Effendi 

The chairman next introduced Hand of the Cause 
'Abu'l-Qasim Faui, who spoke of the five aims of the 
Conference. Then Mr. loas gave to the friends an 
intimate, loving, and reverent account of the thirty-

Victoria Memoria! Hall, Singapore, where the fifth 
Bahd3 i Intercontinental Conference was held on Septem

ber 27 to 29, 1958. 

Some Of the Baha'is who volunteeTed to serve the Faith 
as pioneers during the fifth Intercontinental Conference. 

six years of the sacrificial services of the beloved 
Guardian to the Cause of God, including in his re
marks many moving incidents illustrating the humil
ity, love, kindness, devotion, insight, and unerring 
guidance of the Guardian, as well as the degree to 
which he sacrificed his personal life in his obedience 
and dedication to the commands of Baha'u'llah and 
'Abdu'l-Baha. (This address by Mr. loas is printed 
On page -4 in this issue of BAHA'i NEWS.) 

Mr. loas presented the World Crusade map created 
by the beloved Guardian himself, which had been dis
played also at the other four Conferences, describing 
how Shoghi Effendi personally kept a recor~ in his 
pocket-size notebook of every achievement of the ob
jectives of the Ten-Year Plan, and with what happi
ness he received news of every new victory. 

The sessiol)s of the first day concluded with the 
Guardian'S representative anointing all present with 
attar of roses and the viewing of the portrait of 
Bah,,'u'llith brought to the Conference by Mr. loas at 
the Guardian's instruction for this purpose. 

Southeast Asia Cru,"de Goals Reviewed 

The sessions of the second day included a review of 
the Crusade goals in Southeast Asia, followed by a call 
by Habib Sabel for contributions for the further pro
gress of the Faith in that part of the world. In a short 
time the sum of $104,000 (United States dollars) was 
pledged. Then a call was made for pioneers, and nine 
arose on th~ spot and offered their services. 

The morning of the third and last day was devoted 
largely to talks on teaching, emphasizing the Guard
ian's instructions that knowledge and teaching are the 
sacred duties of each believer, and that the admin
istrative aspect of the Faith must be developed so that 
the Cause will fWlction readily and ,efficiently at all 
times. Throughout the sessions there were inspiring 
talks by the nine Hands of the Cause, who in addition 
to Leroy loas and 'Abu'l-Qasim Faizi, were: Tarazu'llah 

• 



B ... H ... ·I NEWS 
---------

Samandari, Sbu'a'u'11<l.h 'Alfl'i, Agnes Alexander, 'Ali 
Muhammad Varqa, Collis Featherstone, Enoch Olinga, 
and Dr. Rahmatu'lIa.h Muhajir. 

Mrs. Margery McCormick, special representative of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the 
United States, reported the accomplishments of that 
community in the World Crusade. including the state
ment that there are forty-eight pioneers from the United 
States in nineteen countries of Asia. that $40,158 had 
been spent on teaching assistance to Asia since the 
opening of the World Crusade. and that $1.515.000 had 
been spent in achieving other objectives of the Crusade 
throughout the world. . 

Mr. Faizi explained how the Custodians of the Faith 
function in the Holy Land, and Miss Agnes Alexander 
spoke of the development of the Faith in Japan, where 
there are now eight local assemblies and a national 
spiritual assembly embracing six territories. She also 
stated that the beloved Guardian had called the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Japan the spiritual North 
Pole of the Pacific, and Australia the spiritual South 
Pole. and had instructed them to work together as 
the axis for teaching work in that vast area. 

e.II for More Pioneers in Pacific 

Mrs. Peggy Ross, secretary of the National Spirit
ual Assembly of Canada, and Mrs·. Marguerite Sears 
of Africa also spoke on behalf of the Baha'is of their 
countries. Noel Walker, representing the National Spir
itual Assembly of Australia, called for more pioneers 
in the Pacific, especially for the Admiralty and Coc6s 
Islands, and for help for the New Hebrides and its 
Baha'i school. . 

Mrs. Shirley Charters of New Zealand described the 
teaching work among the Maoris, and Miss Mable 
Sneider of Central America, enroute to pioneer in the 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands, asked for help for the 
Pacific goals of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Central America, Panama and Mexico: the Marshall 
Island's and Tuamotu, as well as for the Gilberts, 
where there are many believers needing careful and 
patient deepening in the Faith. Pioneers from Brunei 
and Laos also spoke, and a moving moment was one in 

which four Arabian believers who had been in prison 
for six months for the Faith, were called to the plat. 
form. 

Members of the Auxiliary Boards, pioneers, and be
lievers from all of the countries represented were 
asked to give reports on the progress of the World 
Crusade and particularly on the supplementary tasks 
assigned to them by the beloved Guardian in his last 
communications to the Regional Spiritual Assembly 
of Southeast Asia. Many of the I;Iafiratu'l·Quds were 
already purchased, summer schools had been con
ducted, and time schedules adopted for other goals. 

Minute's Silence for Memorial Observance 

On the last day, at four o'clock Singapore time, after 
the chanting of prayers in Persian, a minute's silence 
was observed by the Conference to coincide with the 
exact time of the placing of flowers on the grave of 
the beloved Guardian in London by English believers 
on behalf of the Southeast Asia Conference. 

Thus ended the last of the five great gatherings 
called by Shoghi Effendi himself for the rallying of 
all the believers throughout the world and for the re
lease of the spiritual forces that can, if each plays his 
part, insure the triumph of the Cause of Baha'u'llith in 
all of the five continents and the islands of the seas. 

Having witnessed the results of the other four Con· 
ferences, the Hands of the Faith in the Holy Land had 
confidently expressed the hope that this final Conference 
"will have repercussions all over the world, and. re
leasing spiritual powers as yet untapped, enable the 
Faith of Baha'u'llah to penetrate into the lives of the 
peoples of the older yellow and white ciVilizations, so 
materialistic, so disillusioned, so morally corrupt and 
spiritually bankrupt." I'Let us not waste one precious 
moment," they wrote in their Conference message. 
"We must now go forth like good soldiers, a conquering 
army, each to his own post to do his own battle, keep 
his own tryst on the home or pioneer front . . ." 
"Shoghi Efiendi'~ love is burning in our hearts, his 
appeals still fresh in our ears, the vision he gave us 
of our present tasks clear and perfect; let us keep it 
forever before our eyes." 

Baha~is attending the fifth Intercontinental Conference in Singapore. 
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guardian 0/ the Jailh 
t'l ofel'O'I .!J-oaJ 

I T IS difficult for a person with a limited capacity 
to say anything about the Guardian of the Baha~i 

Faith. I recall one time when speaking of the Guardian, 
I spoke of 'Abdu'l-Baha at the same time and Shoghi 
Effendi 'said: i'You must never mention 'Abdu'l
Baha and the Guardian at the same time. 'Abdu'l
Baha is the ocean, I'm but a drop." All I can do is to 
relate experiences of the love and deeds of the 
Guardian. 

Shoghi Effendi -was thirty-six years dedicated and 
completely effaced for the Faith of God. Thus he was 
thirty-six years a complete sacrifice to the Cause of 
God. Shoghi Effendi arose usuaUy about 5:30; then 
performed his prayers, then received his mail, ca
bles, letters, and minutes from all over the world. 
Friends, you don't know how meticulous he was-all 
mail was opened by him. After this rush cables were 
read and answered. 

In the afternoon he would go up to the Shrine of the 
Bab and meet with the Eastern pilgrims and have tea 
with them, would lead them in prayer at the Sacred 
Shrine. He would return to his home, read cables, 
direct correspondence, thence to Western Pilgrim 
House and dine with the pilgrims from the West; 
would answer their questions~ then meet with the 
Baha'i Council and direct correspondence again. 5:30 
to 11:30. not one day a week, not two days a week, 
but seven days a week, week after week, year after 
year. 

When -1 first arrived at Haifa I was impressed by the 
delicacy of the features of Shoghi Effendi. I was 
amazed to see the delicate, fine, beautiful, but small 
man ShOghi Effendi was. He was smaller than 'Abdu'l
Baha; Shoghi Effendi was about the size of Baha'u'· 
Uah. When Shoghi Effendi was a small child, the 
Greatest Holy Leaf used to take him into her arms 
and say that these hands are the hands of Baha'u'Uah. 
His features were a great deal like those of 'Abdu'l
Baha. His eyes were like those of the Bab, they had 
the same brilliance. 

Everything about Shoghi Effendi was refined, del
icate, beautiful. glorious. The trait or virtue that 
stands out most is his rare humility, a humility I 
could not understand. It was evanescent in the greatest 
degree. For instance, Shoghi Effendi never. spoke of 
himself. never spoke of himself as the Guardian. He 
would talk of the days of the Bab, Baha'u'llah, 'Abdu'l
Baha, then refer to the days after them. Shoghi Ef
fendi never spoke about his Ten-Year Plan. He said 
the task we have to do is the Ten-Year Crusade. Then 
another virtue that we don't understand is a love 
that I am unequal to describe. When he loved an in-

Singapore Intercontinental Conference 
September 27, 1958 

dividual he saw the good deeds accomplished, never 
the shortcomings. How deeply he loved every person! 
I can't teU you how deeply he suffered when aU his 
kith and kin turned against the Cause. 

The next trait was kindness; always trying to make 
someone else happy. The weight of the world was 
on his shoulders. Friends would cable him questions 
questions-never would the friends cable him good 
news. What could he do for this one, that one, the 
servants working in the gardens, everyone. A kindness 
to reach out to every heart to make everyone happy. 

I want to tell one story to show his tenderness, his 
love. A member of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Canada was on pilgrimage. One night that person 
discussed translations into the Eskimo language. This 
person said the Eskimos are not acquainted with roses 
and nightingales, etc. So many of the Writings men
tion these things, could the rose, nightingales, etc. be 
changed to fish and other words the Eskimos know. 
Shoghi Effendi said in translating literature it is about 
God. The Words of Baha'u'Uah must be written as 
Baha'u'llah wrote them. Next night when saying 
goodbye to this pilgrim, Shoghi Effendi took a phial 
of attar of roses Gut of his pocket and said to the 
pilgrim: "When you return to Canada, please anoint 
the friends on my behalf. This is special attar of roses 
from the' rose. He then reached in his pocket and 
brought out another phial of attar of roses and said 
that this is for the Eskimos. Perhaps this way they 
will get acquainted with the rose Baha'u'UOh spoke 
of." Now how could Shoghi Effendi, so weighed down 
with the weight of the Cause, think of these things 
to do. This is the spiritual insight, the tenderness, the 
love of Shoghi Effendi. 

One day a person came to Western Pilgrim House 
sick and looking like a refugee, poorly dressed. I 
asked what I could do for him and he said he was on 
pilgrimage. I took him to his room. When it came to 
time to meet the Guardian I suggested he change his 
clothes. I didn't realize the only clothes he had were 
on his back. We went down to meet the Guardian. 
The Guardian said that this guest of honor must sit 
at the head of the table; this man was a Knight of 
Bahi'u'llah. When this man left he kissed him likewise 
on both cheeks and said that this man is one of God's 
heroes; The way the Guardian judges people is in 
contrast to the way we judge people. 

This was astonishing to me, being trained in the 
west-the precision of the mind of Shoghi Effendi. 
The maDner in which he dispatched his work, every
thing he did was astonishing. I say that I was trained 
as a business man, to make quick decisions. Letters 
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Site of the Mother Temple of Canada, located in NOTtih 
York, Ont., a suburb 01 Toronto.. Purchase of this land, 
on January 16, 1958, was announced in BAHA'i NEWS faT 
April, page 7, and the dedication ceremonies, Aprit 26, 

were Tep01'ted in BAHA'f NEWS for June, page 16. 

would come from all over the world about this sub
ject or that subject, and the Guardian would say, 
"Why don't they write the essence, that is all I 
wanted." Then he would cable for essence. 

I want to say he suffered a lot- because of wrong 
actions of Baha'is. I was asked about the divine in
fallibility. The same question came up in the Christian 
era. Where did Shoghi Effendi and the Guardianship 
begin or end? Was everything he did infallible? I can 
only say I don't know. The best thing I can do is 
state one Or two experiences, then judge for yourselves, 

One night at the dinner table Shoghi Effendi was 
discussing the operation of the administration in the 
future and as he talked I noted one thing that I felt 
wouldn't work under a certain condition and intended 
to ask him later. When the Guardian had finished and 
was sipping his coffee he turned to me and said that 
under certain conditions that wouldn't work, . .an4 then 
went on to explain it to me. 

Another time the Guardian was relating an incident 
which happened when I was on the National Spiritual 
Assembly of U.S.A., and he said to me: "You were 
on the National Spiritual Assembly at that time, 
weren't you, Leroy? You tell me whether what I say 
is what happened at that meeting." It was as the 
beloved Guardian related. 

I have been asked whether the Guardian knew his 
passing was near. I can only relate incidences. 

One night the Guardian came to dinner very very 
distressed. He had not been well all day, and when 
he came over he pushed his dinner away, he pushed 
his food away. Ruhiyyih Khilnum said: "Shoghi Ef
fendi, won't you eat? You haven't eaten all day." 

One night Shoghi Effendi talked on spiritual things, 
the most beautiful I ever heard. He said, "Let us enter 
the door of heaven and forget for a few minutes." 

Usually I would take Shoghi Effendi over to his 
house after dinner and talk of all sorts. the National 
Spiritual Assembly, the pilgrims. This night the Guard
ian said: "Leroy I've been Guardian of the Cause of 
God for thirty-six years. Bahil'u'llah was Head of the 
house for twenty-nine years. 'Abdu'l-Baha was Head of 

~-----~-

the Faith twenty-nine years. I've been Guardian for 
thirtY-Six years. In Baha'u'llah's time the Faith was 
in eleven countries, in the days of 'Abdu'l-Baha in 
thirty-one cOWltries and today it is in 250 countries 
and islands. The problems have weighed me down I 
can't stand it." t 

I said: "Shoghi Effendi, why not give me more 
wO:k, and you just make the decision, that will give 
rehef." The Guardian, with tears in his eyes said, 
"Leroy, only God can give me relief." 

Friends, just a few more minutes: 
Shoghi Effendi one night related early experiences 

when he was appointed Guardian of the Cause of God. 
He said he had not expected it because he thought he 
would be able to help establish the Universal House 
of Justice. then when he returned from England to 
Haifa he found he was appointed Guardian and he 
didn't want it. He said: "I didn't think I wa~ capable 
of the heavy task. I knew what it meant, so went 
away by myself and did not return till I conquered 
myself and gave myself to God, and when I had 
conquered myself and turned myself to God I re
turned and knew I could do the thing God wanted me 
to do." 

The Guardian said that this is what every Baha'i in 
the world must do. Every Baha'i must turn and give 
themselves to God. It makes no difference what the 
responsibility is, national spiritual assembly, local 
spiritual assembly. pioneering, all must become chan
nels; until he does, he cannot do full service to the 
Faith of Bahil'u'llah. 

National #a?iratu'I-Quds of Canada, located at 15 Lola 
Road, Toronto, Onto The formeT .f.:la~iratu'!.-Quds at 274 
Huron St., Toronto, was expTopriated by the University 
of Toronto early in 1957 fOT expansion of the university 

campus, 

--
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Benelux Baha'Is, With Assistance of Many National Assemblies, 
Proclaim Faith to Millions at World's Fair in Brussels 

ON THE seventeenth of April 1958, King Baudouin of 
Belgium pronounced. in his royal discourse which 

opened the Universal and International Exhibition of 
Brussels: "Technology does not suffice to create a 
civilization. Though it is an element of progress, it 
demands a parallel development of our moral concep
tions, of our will to realize, together, a constructive 
effort." 

There, on the plain of Heyse} just north of Brussels, 
was launched a magnificent and extraordinary under
taking, concentrating the effort of forty-seven nations 
and eight international and supranational organizations, 
to present to the world the scientific. cultural, artistic, 
and moral achievements of our times. Its theme . . . 
"World Cooperation; The Building of a New and More 
Human World; Modern Technology in the Service of 
Man." 

To the Baha'is throughout the world, this exhibition 
spelled out in very realistic terms the teachings and 
prophecies of Baha'u'llah about the progress which man 
would attain, and of the crying need which mankind has 
for the healing grace of God. 

For those Baha'is visiting the exhibition grounds, 
though marvelling at .the audacious architecture I the 
technological wonders, the folklore and customs of so 
many peoplesJ they saw that humanity was not yet 
really aware of that Cord which could bind the human 
race into one fold, one world. All the elements were 
there, but the divine knowledge of mankind's oneness 
and the machinery of world order were lacking. The 
majority of the nations, in presenting all aspects of 
their cultures, also showed a considerable degree of 
nationalistic sentiment. 

But in spite of this, such organizations as the United 
Nations and the Specialized Agencies, the European 
Coal and Steel Community, the Organization f-or Euro
pean Economic Cooperation, the Council of Europe, 
Benelux, and the Customs Cooperation Council dem
onstrated that the path ahead leads to unity. 

NSA Procl~im. Me"~ge During Entire Fair 
In order to meet the call on behalf of the Baha'i Faith, 

the National Spiritual Assembly of the Benelux Coun
tries initiated, with the indispensable and willing aid of 
the Brussels B aha' i community, a series of steps which 
would bring to the awareness of the exhibition partici
pants and over forty millions of visitors the dear and 
cherished message of the Promised One. 

Though with meager resources at their disposal, a 
marvelous attempt was made and was to a great ex
tent victorious, to proclaim the knowledge of Baha
'u'llah's Message during the six-month period that the 
exhibition lasted. 

On March 25 a circular notice was sent to all 
national and regional spiritual assemblies which out
lined the need for Baha'i international participationt 

asking for Baha'i literature for distribution to foreign 
visitors? and for information when Baha'i speakers 
would pass through the Benelux countries for service 

Baha'i display in Brussels~ Belgium, cluring the World's 
Fair. 

as itinerant teachers. A fine response was received, 
and literature poured in from Germany and Austria, 
India and Burma, Denmark, United States, Brazil
Peru.columbia-Ecuador-Venezuela , British Isles, Swe
den, and Singapore. 

Through the Hands of our Faith residing in the 
Holy Land, contacting the Commissioner General in 
Tel Aviv, it was made possible for the showing of some 
color slides of the Baha'i Shrines and Gardens in the 
continuous projections which were given every day at 
the Israeli Pavillion. What Baha'i" was not also 
surprised, in walking into the basement projection 
rOOm of this Pavillion, to find, among eight immense 
panels representing major cities in Israel, one show
ing the Queen of Carmel seated upon her throne over~ 
looking the Bay of Haifa, and another the city of 'Akka
with the Most Great Prison! In addition. free literature 
showed certain photographs of the Shrine of the Bab. 

21 00 L~rge Poslers Displayed Over Large Area 
The National Spiritual Assembly of Persia announced 

that, since it had no literature to send, they were 
transmitting a contribution to be used to spread the 
name of the Faith during the period of the exhibition. 
This sizeable contribution was put to immediate and 
efficacious use. A series of 2100 large posters were 
printed in black ink on an orange background, and 
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were placed all over the cities of Brussels, Antwerp, 
Charleroi, and Liege in Be~gium; in Amsterd.am and 
The Hague, Holland, and In Luxembourg Clty. The 
poster simply was headed with the word "BAHA't" 
in large letters and beneath it the words "WORLD 
UNITY" printed in French, Dutch, English, German, 
Spanish, and Italian. At the base of each was indicated 
the address of the respective BaM.'i Center of the 
city, and when meetings were held. 

The literature so generously offered, was passed out 
at every opportunity, and all efforts were united, 
both by the local Baba.'is as well as the visiting 
Baha'!s, to broadcast the Faith. 

It was also through the means provided by the 
National Assembly of Persia and the aid of the Nation
al Assembly of the United States, that a neat, attrac
tive display was maintained for a period of over four 
months at a central location in the city. The display 
showed the beautiful model of the House of Worship 
at Wilmette and various photographs and literature 
of the Faith in different languages. 

It was an honor to have in Brussels during the en· 
tire period of the Fair, Mehdi Azizbaglou, a Persian 
Baha'i who was the Commissioner-General of the 
1ra.nian Pavillion, and his wife. Mr. Azizbaglou gave an 
immense prestige to the Faith by his presence. and 
positiont and he never failed to help ~herever P055Ib~e. 
On October 1~ on behalf of King Baudouin, Commls
sioner-General of the Exposition Baron Moens de Fer
nig decorated Mr. Azizbaglou as Commander of t~e 
Order of the Crown for his services rendered. ThIs 
took place as part of the celebrations of National 
Day of fran. 

Worthy also of mention is Mr. Ezzat Zahra'i, sec
r.etary at the iranian Pavillion to the Commissioner· 
General who was equally a member of the Executive 
Commitiee of "Jeuneexpo," a youth organization of 
those who worked at the fair grounds, amounting to 
1800 youth. This organization) strictly non·political~ 
was designed to meet the demands of the youth, to 
acquaint the young people gathered there fro'." .all 
nations, and to create a better understandmg almIng 

Jollil KhQzeh, Hand of the Cause in the Holy Land 
(seated at the far right), with the Brussels, Belg,um, 
Baha'is on August 3, during his first trip to Europe. 

- ___ . ___ J 

at harmony of the races and peoples. Opportunities 
were taken to make the Faith known to m any of the 
members. 

Before and during the exhibition, the Chief of Trans· 
lators for the Belgian Government at the Fair attended 
many public and fireside meetings. 

Reception CommiHee Serves Visiti"9 Ikoh& 'r 
To handle the physical arrangements for the Baha'i 

visitors coming to Brussels during the Fair, a special 
Reception Committee was formed locally, and their 
services greatly facilitated helping the friends. Special 
cards showing the name and address of the l;ia:pratu'l. 
Quds, telephone numbers of French., Persian· and 
English.speaking Baha'is, and a map indicating how 
to get to the J:ia~iratu'l-Quds were printed. 

The name "Baha'i Faith" and Haziratu'l-Quds ad
dress was registered with Directeur' du Syndicat d'· 
Initiative de BruxelIes, Commissariat de Tourisme, 
and Federation Touristique du Brabant in order that 
the friends could be traced by visitors. 

It was announced that this year a long article 
written by the Baha'i International Community for 
the Yearbook of International Organizations would be 
printed, and excellent contact was made with leading 
personnel connected with this yearbook which is 
printed in Brussels. 

Preliminary to the exhibition opening, an unsolicited 
article appeared in Le Soir t leading newspaper in Bel· 
gium, entitled "Ten Years .in the Promised Land" by 
Mr. Louis Verschraeghen, with a photo of the Shrine 
of the Bab and an accompanying three-column article. 

At the inauguration ceremonies held with all Com· 
missioner·General's, Philibert Schoomblood, a leading 
Belgian architect and designer of the "Palais de It. 
Elegance," spoke openly of the Faith. 

As part of a series of three meetings entitled "Mes· 
sages of Brussels," Bahatis attended one on May 28 
which had as its theme "Spiritual Values in a More 
Humane World," where leading professors and spir
itual leaders from Italy, France, Brazil, and Japan 
spoke on the need for spiritual values amidst temporal 
achievements. Most talks were strongly akin to the 
Baha'i teachings. 

The BAHA'i NEWS of September 1958 reported at 
length on the "East-West Symposium" held June 26 to 
July 3 under the auspices of the Belgian branch of 
UNESCO. Excellent contacts were made through the 
two Baha'i delegates to this Symposium anej many of 
the leading personalities assisting declared openly 
their knowledge of the F ai th and admiration for_its 
Teachings. These personalities included the Director
General of UNESCO, who spoke very warmly of the 
Baha'is of the United States and his keen aWareness 
of the Baha'! International CommunitY. 

During the summer months at the exhibition, the 
Israeli Pavillion came out with the showing of a 
16 mm film on Israel,· which included the Shrine of 
the Bab. 

There was a break in activities with- the holding of 
the Baha'i Intercontinental Conference at Frankfurt 
on July 25-29, and the second European Conference of 
the Hands on July 30-31. After that historic Conference, 
Brussels had the privilege of being veritably deluged 
with Baha'i friends from all over the world. 

Brussels, being the midway point between Frankfurt 
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and the graveside of our beloved Guardian, received 
these dear friends, totalling from 250-300. Up till that 
time and after the Conference, the visiting Baha'is 
carne from Tanganyika, Uganda, India, Algeria, Moroc
co, Tunisia, Germany, Austria, England, Rhodes Is
lands, Paltistan, Israel, France, United States. Turkey, 
fran, Libya, Ireland, and the Canary Islands. 

Two Hand, of ·the wu,. Vi,it Brussel, 
A particular honor for the community was to wel

come Jaial Khazeh, Hand of the Faith in the Holy 
Land, on August 3, during his first trip to Europe to 
see the friends, and Illiikru'llah Khadem, Hand of the 
Cause in Asia, well known by the Benelux friends from 
past visits, on Augu~t 27. Their words were inspiring 
and comforting as they spoke of the sacrifice of our 
beloved Guardian and the meaning of our lives in 
terms of the Ten-Year Crusade. Mr. Khazeh spoke at 
a fireside, and Mr. Khadem to all Baha'is of Belgium 
at the Haziratu'l-Quds in Brussels. 

Fireside; and open meetings were held at the l:ia~ira ... 
tu'l-Quds at numerous intervals during the visits of 
the friends t often totaling over fifty present. The rna ... 
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The first Baha'i school in South Vietnam is located 
in the village of Phuoc Long. The school has two 
classes: the morning class, with its teacher, Sui 
Van Trieu, is shown in the photograph at the left. 
This class consists of eighty-three students, and the 
afternoon class has twenty-five students. All teachers 
are Baha'is. 

The building in the picture at the right shows the 
ij:a~jratu'l-Quds of Phuoc Long, which also serves as 

jority of the visitors were Persian friends from the 
cradle of our Faith who, by their special character, im
parted a great joy and strength to the Community, 

GHstening in the sun on the plain of Heysel stands 
the nine-globed Atomnium, symbol of the World's Fair 
and the material benefit of man. Another united effort 
of man and nature's resources were put to work in 
order to give humanity a hope and pave the way for a 
better world, God's ways are often mysterious and 
beyond our immediate ken but we. the Baha'is, can 
pray that this gathering-place, this experimental test
ing-ground of international cooperation, become 
another of the prime-movers which pushes the hUman 
race onward to that Lesser Peace. The words of 
'Abdu'l-Baha ring ever louder in our ears as we re
flect: "0 Thou kind Lord! unite aU, let the religions 
agree, make the nations one so that they may be as 
one kind and as children of the same fatherland. May 
they associate in unity and concord. 0 God! Upraise 
the standard of the oneness of humankind. 0 God! 
establish the Most Great Peace," 

-BEN LEVY 
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the Baha'i school house. This is the only school house 
in this vina~e. 

Students are taught the basic grammar school sub
jects, and elements of Baha'i history and principles 
simplified for their capacities. 

It is expected that next year the village itself might 
assist the Baha'is in enlarging the school facilities, 
since the village officials are very favorably impressed. 
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Guardian's Last Wish For Paraguay Realized With Dedication of Temple Site 

PaTtlal view Qf the extensive Temple Site of Paraguay, 
located fifteen kilometers from the capital city oj 

Asuncion. 

DEDICATION of the land for the Mother Temple of 
Paraguay was the culminating event of the third 

annual Baha'i Teaching Congress at Asuncion on Octo
ber 12, 1958. 

The purchase of this site, located fifteen kilometers 
from the capital of Paraguay, was made on September 
30, and reported in BAH;/f NEWS for November It 
is three hectares in area (about seven and one-half 
acres) . 

Prayers were read in English. Spanish, and Guarani 
at the dedication ceremony. held in the midst of tall, 
swaying palm trees. 

During the program, the Paraguayan friends were 
reminded that the purchase of this land was the last 
expressed wish of Shoghi Effendi for their country. and 
they felt a sense of deep gratitude and triumph as well 
as the expectancy of many teaching confirmations for 
the future. 

The Teaching Congress, held at the ~a~iratu'l-Quds, 
brought together the Baha';s of Paraguay and Srta. 
Mary Binda of Santiago, Chile, a member of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, 
Paraguay~ and Uruguay. for a program of study and 
consultation. 

Srta. Binda spent a week in Asuncion, and during 
this time she was given opportunities to speak directly 
on the Faith on two radio stations, as well as to talk 
with United Nations' officials and make other impor. 
tant contacts for the prestige of the Faith. Three public 
meetings were held at the Center during this time. 

Left: GTo-up of Baha';s at the dedication qf th .. Temple Site on OctobeT 12, 1958. Right: Third annual Baha'; Con
gress Of Paraguay, held at the ~a?iratu't.Qttds in Asuncion on October 12, 1958. 
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Central and East Africa Progress Report 
Lists I mpressive Achievements 

Included in a general progress report of October 1, 
1958, from the National Spiritual Assembly of Central 
and East Africa are these impressive facts: 

There is a total of 176 local spiritual assemblies, 151 
groups, 202 isolated centers, making a total of 529 
centers. The individuals that make up these centers 
represent ninety-eight Mrican tribes. 

At the present time Baha'i literature has been pro
duced in the following languages: Acholi, Ateso, Giria· 
ma, Kikikuyu, Lubukusu t Luganda, Lugbara, Luma· 
saba, Luo, Runyoro-Rutoro, Swahili, and Yao. 

All five goals of the Ten-Year Plan have been 
achieved: purchase of land for the Ma'!briqu'l-Ac!!;kar, 
formation of the Regional National Assembly of Cen
tral and East Africa, establishment of the National 
l:i'tq:iratu'l-Quds in Kampa]a, incorporation of the Na
tional Assembly. and purchase of national endowments. 

Action on achieving the six goals of the Central and 
East Africa Seven-Year Plan has been initiated, and 
varying degrees of progress are reported. These goals 
include the multiplication of the number of believers, 
Isolat~ centers, groups, and assemblies; consolida· 
tion of' work achieved; initiation of the National 
Baha'i Fund; establishment of Baha'i endowments and 
incorporation of local assemblies; construction of the 
first Ma@riqu'I-Ac;Lbkar; and translation and dissemi
nation of Baha'i literature. 

Supplementary goals toward which progress has 
been made include at least one I:Ia~lratu'l-Quds for 
each territory, recognition of Baha'i Holy Days, es
tablishment of Baha'i burial grounds, public recogni
tion of the Faith, settlement of additional islands, and 
acquisition of land for Baha'i schools. 

Taiwan Baha'i Summer School held October 10-12 in 
Internatio.nal House in Taipei. This photo, taken on the 
last day, does not show the full enrollment of thirty
thTee who registered for the courses. Hand Df the 
Cause Agnes Alexander appears to the right Of the 

person holding the Baha.~i sign. 
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Pioneers of the Canadian goal of Cape Breton lsland, 
Nova Scotia. Si.nce this photograph was made~ a new 

betiever has been welc~med to the 9TOttp. 

Three-Day Taiwan Summer School 
Stresses Administration of Faith 

Devotions in Chinese, Per-sian and English opened 
the sessions of the second Taiwan Summer School 
held in Taipei, October 10~12, in the Anna Lee room 
of the International House. Miss Agnes Alexander.,. 
Hand of the Cause from Japan, was present, and also 
Carl Scherer, Auxiliary Board member from Macau, 
China." 

Topics discussed included the following: ··The Will 
and Testament of 'Abdu'I·Baha, and the Guardian" 
by Agnes Alexander; ··The Need for Administration" 
by Carl Scherer; "Baha'i Principles" __ l:IY M. S. Yuan...on· 
HHistory--of·the Baha'i Faithl1 by "vlang Sill; t:·Progres: 
sive Revelation" by Mr. Suleimani; "Institutions of the 
Faith" by Keith Craig; "Development of the Soul" 
by Edith Danielson-Craig. 

Agnes Alexander also reported on the Southeast 
Asia Conference t and Carl Scherer presented slides 
on the Shrine of the Bab, and the Southeast Asia Con
ference. 

An open panel discussion on applications of admin· 
istration, held on the morning of October 12, gave an 
interesting highlight to the meetings. 

Thornton Chase Memorial Meeting Held 
A memorial program for Thornton Chase, the first 

American Baha'i, was held at his grave in Inglewood 
Park Cemetery, Los Angeles, Calif., on September 30, 
1958. The Local Spiritual Assembly of Inglewood con
ducted the program, consisting of readings from the 
Bah .. 'I Writings. 

'Abdu'l-Baha asked that Mr. Chase's grave be visited 
annually on the date of his passing. 
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Formation of Bahi!'.' Group on Cherokee Reservation 

Demonstrates Perseverance and Obedience to Teachings 

The Cherokee, N. Car., 
Baha'i group: Mrs. Ethel 
Murray, Nellie Jumper, 

and Minnie Feather. 

ETHEL Murray was 
among the first Ba

h:§. 'is in this country to 
arise to pioneer among 
the American Indians in 
the beginning months of 
the Ten-Year Crusade. 
Leaving her home in Prov
idence, R,I., in November 
1953, Mrs. Murray settled 
first in Asheville, N. Car., 
then in Bryson City, and 
finally in Cherokee, which 
she had chosen as her ulti
mate destination. 

This reservation was of 
special importance to the 
Crusade, for the Cherokee 
language was the One 
chosen by the Guardian 
for the first American In
dian translation of the Ba
ha'i Writings. 

Mrs. Murray has remained in Cherokee since June 
1954. Only those closely associated with her know to 
some extent the "staying power" of her devotion to 
the Faith and to her beloved friends, the Cherokee 
Indians. With the recent formation of a Baha'i group 
in Cherokee, with Mrs. Murray, Minnie Feather, and 
Nellie Jumper as members, and the establishment of 
a small but exceedingly attractive Baha'l Center in 
the heart of the village, it seemed timely that some
thing of the Cherokee story be shared with Ihe friends 
in BAHA'i NEWS. A letter from Mrs. Murray, written 
in response to such a request, follows: 

Dear Friends: 
It is difficult to summarize the varied experiences 

of the last five years, years when I have been wholly 
dependent on Baha'u'llah. 

I fell that the first thing thaI .should be done, was 
to find someone to translate some of the Baha'i teach· 
ings into the Cherokee language. This took some time 
and effort, but finally two were selected who could 
work together. Our wonderful Indian Committee sent 
the substance for a pamphlel A New Day Comes 
and Mose Owle and Ben Bushyhead did the translation. 

As distances to most of the Indian homes are so 
great that it was difficult to reach many of these 
people, and some other doors were closed, I decided 
to follow 'Abdu'I-Baha's example and try to get some 
people to come to me. By offering clothing that was 
badly needed, and which the friends have been kindly 
sending to me for distribution, it was not long before 
a number were coming to my house more or less 
regularly. 

In this way I was able to talk to them of the Faith. 

My home was open to all, and I soon became known 
as "the Baha'i lady." I mad~ it a point to follow 
Bahit'u'llah's teaching in the Hidden Words No. 30, 
"Deny not My servant should he ask anything from 
thee, for his face is My face; be then abashed be
fore Me." 

During the second year Minnie Feather, who is part 
Cherokee, came into the Faith, and though she had 
difficulty in coming at regular periods, there was a 
close bond of friendship and understanding. 

There have been many happy experiences, some 
humorous and some discouraging, but Baha'u'llilh has 
gradually opened doors of service, and made it possible 
to establish a suitable place for a Baha'i Center, with 
a display in front, where many of the thousands of 
tourists from all over the country can stop if they 
wish, and learn something of the Faith; or they will, 
at least, see the name "Baha'i World Faith." A few 
come into the Center for literature. Two Baptist min
isters have been in, among others. And now almost 
every day I have callers and am able to say a few 
words for the Faith. 

Then, last but not least, another' sincere soul, an 
Indian woman whose name is Nellie Jumper, has ac
cepted the Faith, making three of us in this group. 
We are looking forward to the time when another 
Baha'i will come to help in this very important work, 
among these kind and lovable people, so dear to the 
heart of 'Abdu'I-Baha. 

-ETHEL MURRAY 

The American Indian Service Committee is anxious 
to hear from prospective pioneers who are interested in 

Baha'i Center at Cherokee, N. Car. 



IZ 

assisting the work of the Cherokee Bahi!'! Group. Ex
cept for the usual opportunities for teachers, nurses, 
and doctors, jobs are scarce on the Cherokee reserva~ 
tion. However, Mrs. Murray has recently written, "I 
believe an electrician could get a great deal of work, 
but he would probably have to live just off the reserva
tion, unless Baha!u'llah found him a place as He did 
me." 

Mrs. Murray's experiences offer abundant proof that 
"God will "assist all those who arise to serve Him." 

-AMERICAN INDIAN SERVICE COMMlrI'EE 

Training Course in Bllbulo, Uganda, Prepares 
Teachers To Conduct ,Baha'i Weekend Schools 

A Baha'i School for thirty.three Teso teachers and 
District Committee members was held at Bubulo in Bu
gisu, Uganda, from August 23 to 29, 1958. 

Javan Gutosi, member of the Central and East Africa 
National Spiritual Assembly, -secured classroom and 
sleeping accommodations from the Bugisu Coffee Co
operative. For convenience, beauty of location, and the 
cordial hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Gutosi, no better 
place could have been found. 

The school offered three general courses: "Baha'i 
Administration," presented by Ali Nakhjavani at the 
morning sessions and then demonstrated by the stu
dents at two-hour afternoon sessions; "Baha'i History," 
presented by Mary Collison; and "Some Baha'i Laws 
and Social Teachings, I, by Rex Collison. 

Textbooks in Ateso were prepared for the latter two 
courses, and there was also an outline on "Administra

-tion." Written tests on these subjects were given, and 
prizes were awarded to the honor students. 

The third Austrian Baha'i Summer School, August 23-
31, held at Srejach am Klopeiner See (Carinthia), with 
a total TegistTation of eighty. Four Baha'i contacts 
Tegistered for .the classes, aU of which were given in 
the German language with a synopsis in the Persian 
language immediately afterward. The courses focu.sed 
attention on the lives of the Central Figures oj the 
Baha'i Faith, as well as the meaning and responsibility 

of individual Bahci'i life in today's WOT~d. 

~~~D:.-E ... CEMIER 195. 

FiTst Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is oj Fair 
Oaks Judicial District, Calif., formed on April 21, 1958. 

Although everyone worked hard for over six hours a 
day, they were all enthusiastic. Many said it was the 
finest school yet held in Uganda. The real measure of 
its worth will be shown in the number and success of 
weekend schools held in sections of Teso by these stu
dents of the Bubulo school. 

Informal evening discussions, stories. and singing. 
were enjoyed by everyone. It is hoped that similar 
schools in Swahili and Luganda will be organized soon. 

First Results of Teacher Training School 
The first school planned as a result of the Bubulo 

Teacher Training course was held in Teso District B, 
and was staffed by eight of the believers that had at
tended this training school. 

In the village of Kobwin, Teso. a Baha'i has offered 
his house for Baha 'j meetings and for a special training 
course for local assembly secretaries. 

Evangelical Church Leader in Uruguay Expresses 
Interest in Faith Following Holy Land Visit 

Baha'is of MonteVideo, Uruguay, gave a reception for 
Dr. Nector Figari, well-known pastor of the Evangelical 
Church, on October 23, 1958, following his return from 
Jerusalem, where he took part in the World Bible 
Contest. 

Since Dr. Figari's return, he has been giving much 
pUblicity to the Baha'i Faith in his public talks, as he 
was greatly impressed with the beauty of Mt. Carmel 
and the spirituality surrounding the Holy Tombs. 

The reception was given in the home of Roberto and 
Else Cazcarra, who, at the request of their distin
guished guest and his friends, gave the Baha'i Message 
with special reference to the prophecies fuliilled. Many 
questions were asked, and great interest was mani
fested in the Baha'i answers. 

Dr. Figad stated: "The Baha'i Faith is so ample that 
the program it presents with respect to the unification 
of all the 'religions is marvelous and admirable." 

The visitors were deeply impressed when the Baha1is 
narrated the life and work of Hand of the Cause Dr. 



.... H ... ·I NEWS 

Baha'i youth that took part in the program at the 
Labor Day Area Teaching ConfeTence at Salem, Ore, 

George Townshend, and showed great interest in his 
last book, Christ and Bahci.'u'Ucih. Copies of the Kitcib
i.lqan and The Renewal of Civilization were presented 
to Dr. Figari, and a beautiful bouquet of flowers was 
given to his wife. An invitation was extended to him to 
take part in the World ReHgion Day program 
in January. 

Geyseryille School Offered Enthusiastic Study, 
Improyements in Services and Accomodations 

Enthusiastic study marked the 1958 season at the 
Baha'i School at Geyserville, Calif. There was a strong 
feeling of warmth and consecration as the friends 
worked together and studied courses on the Covenant, 
various phases of Baha'i society and culture, and ways 
of teachings. 

I] 

In addition to the weekday schedules of eight dif
ferent classes, there were Sunday seminars for about 
three hours in the middle of the day, with time out for 
lunch, that were especially appreciated by those who 
could come only for the day or weekend. 

The school was in session for seven weeks from 
June 29 to August 31, with a two-week intermission .. 
This was longer than any previous summer school 
season at Geyserville. Devotions were scheduled 
three times a day-morning, noon, and evening-in
stead of the usual once-a-day in the morning. 

Three hundred eighty-five people were registered. The 
smallest weekly attendance was eighty-seven and the 
largest weekly attendance was 138. 

The library was very popular. A total of 1.034 books 
were drawn, not counting those used for devotions 
and those read by browsers in the library. 

All-year-round publicity was obtained last year in 
several newspapers of Sonoma County, one new paper 
being added to the list and the number of column 
inches being increased in all of them. Two newspa
pers in the area welcomed the Baha'is with editorials, 
and the Geyserville Chamber of Commerce published 
a welcome to Baha'is. 

The extra·curricular events of the school attracted 
more interest than in previous years, and many came 
from the surrounding area for these programs. One 
of the high points was a talk by Hand of the Cause 
Leroy loas. who gave his memories of the Guardian 
to a packed hall. About four hundred attended the 
Unity Feast, an annual "home-coming" occasion. 
Classes were suspended to keep the Holy Day for the 
Martyrdom of the Bab. 

Afternoon forums were planned for every week day 
except for sessions when there were classes in the 
afternoon. Evening programs were mainly of two 
types, recreation for the students attending the school, 
or proclamation of the Faith to the public. 

In the opinion of people who have been associated 

Some of the Baha'is and theiT guests that totaHed over one hundred :persO:nS~ attending the Labor Day Area 
Teaching Conference at the Thompson home in Satem~ Ore. 

-.-
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with the school for many years, this season was out
standi~g from several other standpoints, namely (1) 
fmanclal returns which helped to pay for improve
ments, (2) harmony evidenced by many expressions 
of appreciation but only a few minor complaints (3) 
more ·efficient management of all departments' and 
better service offered, (4) better accommodations with 
a new cafeteria, improvements in the dormitories, 
and ~added sanitary facilities, and (5) the success of 
the newly adopted scholarship system. 

This scholarship system was a "share-the-work" 
plan in which students put in a few hours a day on 
some assigned job in exchange for half of their liv
ing costs at the school. This made it possible for some 
to attend who otherwise could not, and helped the 
school to keep down salary costs', No outside help was 
employed, 

Other students helped to keep down expenses by 
performing their own maid service in living quarters 
and by .carrying their own trays in the cafeteria from 
steam table to dining room and back to the dishwasher. 
There were also volunteers for special work projects. 
As a result of this spirit of Baha'i service. the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly was able to apply $2,000 
from net receipts of the summer school toward the 
cost of cafeteria improvement. 

Those who came from a distance were surprised 
to see the remodeled cafeteria, which was in proc
ess of being completed as the school opened. Plans 
for its new kitchen and for modernizing the old dining 
room were drawn by architectural student Roderick 
Ward, and the new construction was done by a Clover
dale building firm. Raymon Dones supervised ail con
struction, and the renovating of the dining room was 
done by volunteer labor. The success of the project 
was due in large part to many hours of unselfish 
volunteer labor contributed by many Baha'i individ
uals and communities in Northern California. Two 
new washrooms were built at one end of the cafe
teria building. Other buildings were improved by vol
unteer labor with repaired foundations, new roofings, 
a replaced porch, additional windows, and exterior 
painting. 

It seemed as if pride in the school and a desire 
to serve were contagious and carried over into the 
classes. There were requests for school improvement 
projects that could be performed from a distance by 
communities too far away to come to Geyserville for 
weekend work parties, There were also requests for 
more school sessions and a broader curriculum to an
swer the needs of more people. 

/ -BEATRICE HINDE 

_/ 
Attendance and Interest at Davison School 
Showed Gains Over Previous Summer 

Over 325 people registered for instruction during the 
past summer at the Davison Baha'i School, Davison, 
Mich. Under the able management of Mr. and Mrs, 
Elva Green, and the efforts of the Maintenance Com
mittee in redecorating and repair, the school provided 
an attractive fresh appearance and a pleasant, home
like atmosphere for study and discussion. 

Through the skilled and devoted tutelage of Mrs. 
Etta Catlin, program director, the classes and soci~l 
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First Local Spiritual Assembly ot the Ba/ui'is ot !tami, 
Japan, formed on April 21, 1958, 

program were conducted in a well-organized manner 
productive of worthwhile instruction and Baha'i ex~ 
perience. 

Many qualified Baha!i teachers responded to the in
vitation to teach. and those in attendance benefited 
from their knowledge and spiritual development. 
Among ot~ers there were: Lois Nachman, Marjorie 
Brown, EdIth McLaren, and Michael Jamir. 

Particularly well-attended viere those courses which 
offered help in meeting the problems of the Baha'i in 
a. Chris~ian culture, and the application of Baha'i prin
CIples m our future society. Indicative of the con
s?ien~ious desi~e of Baha'is to "leaven" was the spe
CIal mterest dIsplayed by students in those classes 
designed to aid in teaching the faith to ail types of 
fundamentalist or liberal Christians. Also well received 
was a music program conducted by Esther Wilson 
making the students better acquainted with availabl~ 
Baha'i devotional selections. 
, Both the teachers and the students were heartily 
In favor of the experimental double-period classes in 
which lecture, workshop, and directed study were all 
used. Two such classes were scheduled and they were 
taught by two husband and wife teams' John and 
Madeline Byers, and Robert and Elinor Wolff. This 
method provided an intensive study of one subject 
rather than a survey of several subjects, and its pop.
ularity recommends it for next year's planning. 

Both the Junior and the Senior Youth Sessions were 
weil attended, many of the students having come back 
for their second or third year. Wholesome recreation 
was sprinkled throughout their studies, and the oppor
tunity to "socialize" with youth of other races pro
vided a preview of the pleasant possibilities inherent 
in the future world community. 

Weekend courses proved very popular and drew 
heavily from surrounding urban centers, for those pea-
pJe who could not arrange for a longer stay at the 
school. The teachers cooperated enthusiastically in 
these "capsule courses." and thus enriched many lives 
who could not otherwise share in the benefits of the 
school. 

Throughout the summer public talks were given 
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Fir.st Local Spiritu.al Assembly- of the Baha'is 01 Logan, 
Utah, formed on April 21, 1958. 

each Sunday, and new contacts were introduced to the 
faith in these meetings. Among the speakers were: 
Ellsworth Blackwell, Pearl Easterbrook, Robert Gaines, 
A. S. Petzoldt, Ruth Moffett, Bula Mott Stewart, Ron 
Jacobs. and Betty Weston. 

The traditional "Homecoming," held over the Labor 
Day weekend? was very successful and school facil
ities were at capacity use. Friends' from all over the 
area gathered at the school and were treated to a 
fine program of study and social events. The Senior 
Youth were charged with a portion of the program 
and presented a fresh and able glimpse into the fu
ture of the faith. Winston Evans gave an inspiring 
talk on rousing the interest of Christians. 

Attendance and interest gained over the previous 
summer, and it is evident that the Davison Baha'i 
School fills a very real place in the heart of local 
Baha'is and is a strengthening influence throughout 
the area. 

300 High School Students Attend 
Inter-Faith Meeting at Baha'i Temple 

-BETTY WESTON 

Approximately 300 members of the students' Inter
Faith Organization sponsored by New Trier High School 
of Winnetka, Ill., accepted the offer of the facilities 
of Foundation Hall in the Baha'i House of Worship 
for their first meeting of the year on October 26, 1958. 
Purpose of the meeting was to become better, ac
quainted with the basic principles of the three faIths 
represented at the school: Judiasm, Christianity, and 
Baha'i. 

The three speakers were: Rabbi Wolf from Congre
gation SoleI, on modern concepts of Judaism; Rev. 
Clyde Dodder, youth minister of Wilmette Congrega
tional Chutch~ who spoke p;fincipally on what he, as 
a Christian, believed: and lIorace Holley, secretary 
of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
the United States, who outlined the basic teachings 
of the Bah,,'i Faith. 

The student secretary in her report commented on 
Mr. Holley's address as follows: "Everyone there was 
fascinated because this was their first experience with 
this religion." 

A question period followed the taiks, and many 
excellent questions were directed to all three speakers. 
Refreshments were served afterwards and those who 
wished to do ,so were privileged to visit the auditorium 
of the Baha'i House of Worship. Many viewed the 
exhibits in Foundation Hall and purchased books and 
pamphlets. 

The local Baha'i youth circulated among the stu
dents and found several eager to accept their invitation 
to attend the Baha'i youth firesides in Wilmette, 

Many Arizona State College Students Learn 
of Faith During "Religion in Life Week" 

The Religious Council on campus at Arizona State 
College at Flagstaff, Ariz., sponsored an observance 
known as "Religion in Life Week" the week of Sep
tember 28 to October 3, 1958, which opened with a 
banquet at the First Baptist Church. 

Four Baha'is, two students, and two adults, were in 
attendance. Harry Hambley, a Baha'i representative 
on this council, was asked to give the Invocation, one 
of the Prayers for Mankind. which was very graciously 
received. 

Each day of that week seminars for students and 
public meetings were held by the various faiths and 
denominations, culminating with a Bah.a'i seminar 
from 3 to 4 p.m. on October 3, and a public meeting 
in the auditorium the same evening, both conducted 
by Dr. Nosratollah Rassekh. 

Over seventy-five students were present at the sem· 
inar; in fact, a whole psychology class was in at· 
tendance. The evening session was most inspiring, 
with an excellent and thought-provoking talk by Dr. 
Rassekh, and a most interesting question and answer 
period followed. The theme for this week's activities 
was, "Missing Something?", which, of course, from 
the Baha'i point of view was a matchless opportunity 
for our speaker. 

Following the meeting Baha'is and their interested 
contacts enjoyed an informal fireside at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles McCormick. 

Greensboro Baha'is Continue 
I ntegrated Public Meetings 

The Greensboro, N. Car., Baha'i community con
tinues to promulgate the BahO.'i teaching of the oneness 
a! mankind with integrated meetings in an area that 
is very segregation-conscious. 

On September 21 they held their Proclamation Day 
meeting at the Hayes Taylor YMCA with a panel 
discussion on "The Oneness of Religion." Three adult 
Baha'is and one youth took part: Betty Thompson, 
Jack Davis, Kimball Kinney, and Judy Bernstein, a 
student at Duke University. 

About twenty-five persons were'in attendance, among 
them two women students from A. and T. College 
who became interested to the point of attending the 
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Conference for College Youth in Charleston, W. Va. 

After the Proclamation Day meeting, most of the 
contacts met for coffee and fellowship after the meet
ing in the only restaurant in Greensboro where the 
white and Negro races may mingle. 

The Greensboro community sponsored a statewide 
institute on the highlights of the Blue Ridge Summer 
School on October 12. Baha'is from Charlotte, Dur
ham, and Raleigh attended. The morning session fea
tured a discussion of Islam, and in the afternoon 
summaries were given of the Blue Ridge courses on 
Baha'i Administration, the World Crusade, the Youth 
Institute, and the Covenant and Covenant-Breaking. 

At least once a month the Greensboro friends drive 
to Winston-Salem for extension teaching. The only 
building in all 01. Winston-Salem in which integrated 
meetings can be held is the U.S. Armory. The Greens
boro AssembJy's representative, Jack Davis, contacted 
the officer in charge, was courteously received? since 
the officer had a favorable impression of the Faith 
from a Baha'i contact in Panama, and received a 
definite government contract for use of the building. 

Negro Welfare Group, Named for Baha'i. 
Dedicates New Headquarters in Miami 

The James E. Scott Community Association (Negro 
WeHare) dedicated their new headquarters in Miami, 
Fla., on October 19. and the local Baha'is were invited 
to attend. 

Capt. James E. Scott, for whom the -association was 
named, was a member of the Baha'i Faith. At the dedi
cation Mrs. Emily Bethel, chairman of the Miami Lo
cal Spiritual Assembly, was invit'ed to read the opening 
prayer, which she selected from the Baha'i Writings. 

This Community Association functions within the 
framework of the National Federation of Settlements 
and Neighborhood Centers. 

Davison School Announces Dates, Theme 
For Winter School Sessions 

Davison Baha'i School, Davison, Mich., will hold its 
annual Winter Session from December 26 to January 1. 
"Spiritual Reinvigoration" will be the theme for study 
this year. 

Reservations are now being accepted at one standard 
rate of $4.00 per day for room and board. Interested 
persons who are not Baha'is are welcome at all classes. 
Requests should be addressed to Alice Luther, regis
trar; Davison Baha'i School; 3208 S. State Road; 
Davison, Mich. There will be no facilities for children 
at this Winter Session. 
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Baha'i Publishing Trust 
Messages 01 the Baha'i World, 1950·1957. By Shoghi 
Effendi. Introduction by Horace Holley. This volume 
contains the major communications which Shoghi Ef
fendi addressed to the BaM'i world from April 25, 1950, 
to hIS last general leiter dated October 1957. 

These messages cover the historic events initiated 
and announced by the beloved Guardian in his mes
sages to the entire Baha'i world community, and his 
reports on the achievements of the World Crusade. 
Bound in blue cloth, stamped in gold, in same size and 
format as other works of Shoghi Effendi. 

Per copy ...................................... $2.00 

Bah,,', Calendar, 1959. (Baha" year 115.116). This is 
our standard 9x12 calendar depicting Feasts and Holy 
Days in separate colors and listing all essential infor
mation concerning Holy Days and Anniversaries on the 
back. It carries a black and white photograph of the 
Temple gardens in Wilmette, with a close-up of one of 
the Temple pylons. 

Per copy ...................................... $ .25 
10 copies ..................................... $2.00 
50 copies ...................................... $7.50 

Minimum Mail Order, $1.00 
BARA ~f PUBLlSHlNC TRUST 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 

Calendar of Events 
FEASTS 

December 12-Masa'il (Questions) 
December 31-8haraf (Honor) 

STATE CONVENTIONS 
December 7 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
January 1-4, 1959 

Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

Weekday. 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Auditorium only) 

Sundays and Holidays 
10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Entire building) 

Service of Worship 
Sundays 

3:~O to 4:10 p.m. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a Dews organ reporting 
. current activities of the Bah~'i World Community. 

Reports, plans, news items. and photographs of geneJ;a1 interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from national assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day ot the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
B.mA:'i: NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1958-59: Mrs. Eunice Braun. Miss 
Charlotte Lintoot, Richard C. Thoma •. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. lllinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue. WHmette. Illinois. U.S.A. 
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Message to 1958 State Conventions from the Hands of the Cause in America 

WTHILE in this hour all American Baha'is are im· 
W mersed in the pressing tasks of the homefront, let 

us raise our eyes to the level of the universality of 
the Revelation of Baha'u'llah, from which the purpose 
of our human existence and the devotion of our hearts 
are continuously nourished. 

That universality, created. for mankind in the text 
of His Revelation, was maintained in its full integrity 
from 1892 to 1921 by the Center of His Covenant, and 
from 1921 to 1957 by the Guardian of His Faith. 

With the passing of our beloved Shoghi Effendi on 
November 4, 1957, the responsibility for preserving the 
unity of the believers throughout the world has rested 
upon the Chief Stewards of the Commonwealth of 
Baha'u'IHih by express appointment and direction of 
the Guardian him self. Though the Chief Stewards sup
ply the instrument through which the Baha', World 
Community is guided and encouraged to complete the 
projects defined by the Guardian, that weighty mission 
cannot be fulfilled except through the conscious knowl
edge and the ardent cooperation of the believers 
themselves. 

It will be well to review on this occasion the salient 
passages in the letters we have received from Haifa 
since the Guardian's passing. 

The Proclamation issued on November 25 by the 
entire body of Hands assembled at Bahji contained 
the words: "Is not the most precious legacy bequeathed 
to us by Shoghi Effendi the privilege of constancy in 
the Faith of Baha'u'llilh and devotion in teaching His 
Message? This is the heartfelt plea we direct to every 
Baha'i: The hour has comt!, as it came with the pass
ing of 'Abdu'l-Baha, when true Baha'is will be di·s
tinguished by their firmness in the Covenant and 
their spiritual radiance while pressing forward the 
mighty work committed to every area of the world 
community-to every individual Baha'i! ... 

"When that divinely ordained body (that is, the 
Universal House of Justice) comes into existence, all 
the conditions of the Faith can be examined anew and 
the measures necessary for its future operation de
termined on consultation with the Hands of the Cause. Jt 

On December 13 this cabled message was trans
mitted for all national assemblies and believers: uCon
ferences (that is, the five Intercontinental Conferences 
announced by the Guardian for 1958) provide unex-

ampled opportunity to demonstrate mysterious divine 
force animating our dearly-loved Faith, the vitality 
of the institutions of the embryonic world order, and 
the determination of the Baha'i community to diffuse 
uninterruptedly the fragrance of Baha'u'llilh's mighty 
Revelation to a fear-laden humanity. deprived of power 
to recognize the Divine Light unaided." 

Two months later we received this significant mes
s age: "We do not know what the future holds in store; 
by this we mean that the world situation is so pre
carious that? as the Guardian so repeatedly pointed 
out, wars and disturbances of an unforeseen nature 
may break out and perhaps cut the World Center off 
from all or part of the other Baha'! centers temporar
ily; meantime we have this mighty plan, the last 
five years of it to vigorously prosecute; it can only 
be coordinated and directed from the World Center . ... 

"You and we must always bear in mind that what 
inspires and unites the Baha'i World Community is 
the pulsating stream to and from one universal point 
... The Guardian himself spoke in his last message 
to all national assemblies of 'the Holy Land-the Qiblih 
of a world community, the heart from which the ener
gizing influences of a Vivifying Faith continually 
stream, and the seat and center around which the 
diversified activities of a divinely appointed adminis
trative order revolve.' " 

In a cabled message received on April 20? the be
lievers were invited to contribute to a special memo
rial fund for the purpose of erecting a monument at 
his grave in the London cemetery. By this decision 
the Custodians offered a worldwide project which uni
fied the Baha tis in a common gratitude for the be
loved Guardian's unique services to the Faith of 
Baha'u'llilh. A recent cable from RutUyyih Khilnum 
in London annQunced that the monument had been 
completed. 

On June 12 the Hands of the Faith in the Holy Land 
issued a grave and serious call for unified under
standing; 'JWe call upon all believers, for the sake of 
preserving the unity of our beloved Faith for which 
the Bab was martyred, Bah,,'u'lloih and the Master 
imprisoned, and for which the beloved Guardian ·so 
completely sacrificed himself, to concentrate on the 
thoughts expressed in the Proclamation, and to desist 
from all further speculation on the future develop-



ment of the institutions of the Faith-speculation which 
can only give rise to those very differences of inter
pretation forbidden by Bahi!'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
and against which They repeatedly warn us . . . Our 
sacred obligation is to fulfill our Guardian's wishes, 
his plans, and his most cherished. hopes, leaving the 
overall scheme- of God to unfold as He sees fit, in HIS 
mysterious ways, in the days to come. Let us be 
confident that if we do our part He will never fail in 
His, and with this assurance go forward unitedly, cour
ageously, and with complete consecration." 

These words were received in a letter dated August 
8, 1958: "The great waves of prayer and loving con
fidence which have come pouring in to us from the 
national spiritual assemblies and the believers all 
over the world, have reassured and sustained us, and 
have given us strength and courage as we labor to 
protect the World Center and maintain it as the uni
fying hub ot the great wheel of the Cause our Guard
ian so carefully built up and set in motion. . . . 

"Beloved friends, we are now, together, embarked 
upon the most important work which human beings 
have ever done in the history of our planet. Ours is 
the precious privilege and the grave, inescapable re
sponsibility of raising up that sacred institution, the 
Universal House of Justice. This can be done only after 
the complete triumph of his Ten-Year Plan, which i. 
destined to lay the necessary foundation for that 
weighty and supreme edifice of the World Order of 
Baha'u'llah. " 

Who can fail to see that in the Baha'i 'Situation re
vealed by these messages, the pure spiritual vision 
coincides with the nearest and most practical task 
facing every believer and every Baha'i institution? 
Thrilled by a glimpse of the Kingdom, we turn with 
redoubled energy to our daily efforts to serve the World 
Crusade, realizing in the depths of our hearts the fact 
that the Crusade must be achieved in full measure 
by 1963 if the Universal House of Justice is to assert 
its maj-estic grandeur and creative power against the 
dark forces which threaten to engulf mankind in a 
common ruin. 

The unity of Baha'is throughout the world is no 
uniformity forced upon us at the cost of our self
respect and rational powers, but a pure expression 
of the Holy Spirit which descended through Baha'u'llah 
as God's Supreme Gift to mankind. 

The American Hands and the members of the Auxil
iary Boards pledge their utmost support to the teaching 
work in every state of the United States where the 
problem of a laggard homefront has not yet been 
solved, and stand ready to deal with any evidences 
of Covenant-breaking or insidious attempts to darken 
the hearts of the believers and divide the community. 

/ Baha'i Marriage 

Sincerely, 
ComNNE TRUE 

HORACE HOLLEY 

In order to further emphasize and clarify the requi
sites concerning Baha'i marriage, the National Spir
itual Assembly of the United States wishes to call 
attention to the following excerpts from communica
tions from the World Center, most of which were 
published in the Canadian Baha'i News in August 1958. 
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The first is from a letter from the Hands of the Faith 
in the Holy Land, dated April 25, 1958, and is as follows: 

"Our beloved Guardian made it clear that it was the 
responsibility of the Baha'i body performing the mar
riage ceremony to confirm without question the fact 
that the living natural parents of the two individuals 
who are being married have given their consent to the 
marriage. It is preferable that this consent be given in 
writing, but if this is not possible, or inadvisable for 
some reason, verbal consent in the presence of wit
nesses is sufficient ... 

In this connection a letter from the belOVed Guardian 
to the Canadian National Assembly through his secre
tary on June 26, 1956, stated: 

HRegarding your question of applying the sanction of 
suspension of voting rights to people who marry without 
the consent of parents, this should be done from now on. 
The laws of the Kitab-i-Aqdas are explicit and not open 
to any ambiguity at all. As long as the parents are alive, 
the consent must be obtained; it is not conditioned on 
their relationship to their children. If the whereabouts 
of the parents is not known legally. in other words, if 
they are legally dead, then it is not necessary for the 
children to obtain their consent, obviously. It is not a 
question of the child not mowing the present where
abouts of its parents, it is a question of a legal thing-if 
the parents are alive, they must be asked. " 

Quoting again from the aforementioned letter from 
the Hands of the Faith: "The Guardian would permit no 
compromise on the question of non-Baha'i religious 
marriage ceremonies in cases where both parties are 
Baha'is. If one of the parties is a non-Baha'i, there can 
be two religious ceremonies . ... 

HAll believers must have the Baha'i ceremony, re.
gardless of whether it is legally recognized or Dot. If 
the Baha'i is marrying a non-Baha'i, there would be a 
Baha'i ceremony in all cases, even though the non
Baha'i also wished to have another ceremony, either 
civil or religious ... 

" . .. The beloved Guardian stated that in ca'ses where 
there is more than one ceremony, the Baha'i service 
and the other civil or religious ceremony must both be 
performed on the sam-e day." 

In a letter to Australia through his secretary on June 
20, 1954, the Guardian explained that where the Baha'I 
is marrying a non-Baha 'f who wishes to have a cere
mony of his own religion carried out, it must be quite 
clear that, first, "the Baha'i partner is understood to be 
a Baha'i by religion, and not to accept the religion of 
the other party to the marriage by having his or her 
religious ceremony; and second, the ceremony must be 
of a nature which does not commit the Baha'i to any 
declaration of faith in a religion other than his own. to 

In still another letter dated May 7, 1957, the Guardian 
wrote to Australia through his secretary: II ••• The 
Baha!is must, in view of the conditions of the world to
day, stand forth firmly and courageously as followers 
of Baha'u'llah, obeying His Laws and seeking to build 
Hi-s World Order. Through compromise we will never be 
able to establish our Faith or win others' hearts to it. 
This involves often great personal sacrifice, but we 
know that, when we do the right thing, God gives us 
strength to carry it out, and we attract His blessing. We 
learn at such times that our calamity is indeed a bless
ing. " 

-u.s. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
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uCall out to Zion. 0 Carmel, and ·announce the joy
ful tidings: He that was hidden from mortal eyes is 
come! His all-conquering sovereignty is manifest; His 
ail-encompassing splendor is revealed. Beware lest 
thou hesitate or halt. Hasten forth and circumambu
late the City of God that hath descended from Heaven, 
the celestial Kaaba round which have ·circled in ad
oration the favored of God t the pure in heart~ and the 
company of the most exalted angels. Oh, how I long 
to announce unto every spot on the surface of the 
earth, and to carry to each one of its cities, the glad-

Isr •• 1 Go',.' •. round Office 

tidings of this Revelation-a Revelation to which the 
heart of Sinai hath been attracted, and in whose name 
the Burning Bush is calling: 'Unto God, the Lord of 
Lords, belong the kingdoms of earth and heaven.' Ver
ily this is the Day in which both land and seo. re-

. joice at this announcement, the Day for which have 
been laid up those things which God, through a boun
ty beyond the ken of mortal mind or heart, hath des
tined for revelation. Ere long will God sail His Ark 
upon thee, and will manifest the people of BaM who 
have been mentioned in the Book of Names."-Gl. p. 16 
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Construction of Gallery Walls and Roof Nears Completion 

as Work Progresses on House of Worship in Australia 

I T IS nearly twelve months since the excavation 
work for the Temple was started. By January 1958 

the cement fmmdation for the outer brick retaining 
wall had been laid and by March 21st during the Syd
ney Intercontinental Conference, the foundation walls 
with a quarter of the Temple floor had been con
structed. For some months following this period work 
was confined to completing the base and to the prep
aration of forms which were to be used in the build
ing of the walls of the Temple. 

The completion of the foundation floor allowed for 
the next step in the construction program, which was 
the erection of a central cement pouring tower with 
its nine sixty-foot supporting columns. These columns 
with the tower will be further extended as the work . 
progresses. The steel reinforcement for the columns 
supporting the dome and gallery now began to appear 
and were quickly joined by the sections of the outer 
walls which had been prepared on the site. These sec
tions, each comprising a face of the Temple up to 
the gallery windows, were cast in moulds containing 
the outer facing of opaque quartz; here white cement 
was used, as well as a waterproofing material. These 
sections, about two inches thick and strongly rein· 
forced with heavy timber, are lifted into position by 
a large travelling crane which serves all parts of the 
construction. An inner form is then erected and that 
portion of the wall is poured. The outer surface of the 
Temple walls is thus finished as the wall is poured 
and requires only a stiff brushing when the- form is 

From many parts of Kampala it is now possible to 
see the Ma'lbriqu'l-Ac!bkar rising on the crest of Ki
kaya Hill. The contract now being executed is for 
the main structure, and already the beams of the 
arches are cast in place, the concrete-block wall im-

removed to show the quartz aggregate, The repeti
tive nature of the work enables an unusual degree of 
economy to be achieved as the materials us.oo in COD

struction can be used progressively from face to face 
of the Temple. 

At this time, November 1958, the nine facings of 
the lower walls have been erected. It is estimated 
that the outer gallery walls and gallery roof will be 
completed by January 1959. Precast frames for arch
ways and doors, gallery windows etc., are being made 
in the factory-these will be made entirely of white 
cement and a finer opaque quartz than that used for 
the walls. Progress has been delayed in part by the 
need to experiment with unusual features in construc
tion. This is the first time in Australia that such a 
type of finish has been used extensively on a building. 
The completion of the gallery roof will actually mark 
the halfway point of construction and, as the second 
story and dome will be much less in area, progress 
is expected to be accelerated. The dome itself origin
ally presented a number of problems which have now 
been satisfactorily eliminated, and the construction of 
the dome should not now be difficult or lengthy. The 
ribs of the dome, made of pre-stressed concrete, will 
be made 00 the ground, then when lifted into position 
will support the scaffolding and forms for the dome 
sections. It is now intended to make only an inner 
form and theo to blow the cement and fine aggregate 
on to the forms with a cement gun. An unusual fea
ture of the Temple will be the use of a hollow ring 

iiL : M 
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mediately above them is built, the first roof is almost 
complete, and the wall between the two roofs has 
beeo started. It is estimated that this contract will 
be completed within four months, after which the dome 
will be constructed. 
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National Endowment of Venezuela, purchased on April 
18, 1956. It is located neaT the village of Gttatire in the 

state of MiTanda, and is 2500 squlITe meteTs in area. 

girder at the base of the dome which will receive 
water from the roof and act as a reservoir. 

In a building of this type it is possible to use nat
ural ventilation and so avoid costly air-conditioning 
procedures. Windows can then be fixed and set firmly 
into the pr~ast frames. The use of the nine pointed 
star had been approved by Shoghi Effendi and, this 
will be used in window grills as well as in some 
interior ornamentation at the gallery level. The finish 
of the interior will depend upon the amount of money 
remaining (the Temple is not to exceed £150,000 Aus
tralian) though it is likely that a fine aggregate and 
colored cement will be applied with a cement gWl. 
An attractive colored stone floor is to be laid and 
the steps surrounding the Temple are planned to be 
in green stone and cement. The quartz aggregate is 
of a high quality and is brought from a newly dis
covered source nearly SOO miles from the Temple. 

An engraved metal plaque will be placed in the 
center of the Temple floor to mark the site and OC~ 
casion of the placing of the Holy relics during the 
Intercontinental Conference. 

The large amounts of quartz aggregate needed for 
the Temple required extensive search for suitable de
posits. This involved. a search of museum specimens, 
and aroused much attention. Architectural magazines 
have carried favorable and interested accounts of the 
Temple project as well as the ever-expected criticism. 
Architectural classes from the University have also 
visited the Temple. The National Spiritual Assembly 
received a letter of welcome from the local Chamber 
of Commerce congratulating the Baha'Is on their choice 
of a site. Many newspapers have published favourable 
articles together with a picture of the proposed 
Temple, which aroused much interest generally 
throughout the State. As a silent teacher of the 
Baha'i Faith, the Temple is now beginning to play 
its part as daily travellers pass in large numbers; 
their speculation is giving way to increasing interest 
as the Temple takes shape before their eyes. Although 
it has not yet attained half its height, the Temple can 
be seen above the surrounding trees and is clearly 
visible from the coast three miles away. 

One can but imagine the future grandeur of the 
Temple dome as it towers majestically above the sur-
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rounding hills, visible far and wide as it reflects the 
first rays of the rising sun, proclaiming each day 
t~e Glory of God. To the traveller approaching by 
aIr, sea, or land the first distinguishable landmark will 
be the Baha'i House of Worship. 

A favorable estimate for the completion of the Temple 
is for about the middie of 1959. 

-AUSTRALIAN BABA'i BULLETIN 

ReadinCJs at Nineteen-Day Feasts 
Although the question about what readings are appro

priate for the spiritual portion of the Nineteen-Day 
Feast was answered a number of years ago, it has been 
asked so frequently in recent months that the National 
Spiritual Assembly finds it advisable to quote the fol
lowing excerpt from a letter to a believer from the 
Guardian through his assistant secretary dated April2T, 
1956, published in the Australian Baha'i Bulletin: 

nThe Writings of the Bab and Baha'u'llilh can cer
tainly be read any time at any place; likewise the Writ
ings of 'Abdu'l-Baha are read freely during the spiritual 
part of the Feast. The Guardian has instructed that dur
ing the spiritual part of the Feast t his own writings 
should not be read. In other words, during the spiritual 
part of the Feast, readings should be confined to the 
Writings of the Bab, Baha'u'llah. and to a lesser extent, 
of the Master; but during that part of the Feast the 
Guardian's writings should not be read. During the pe
riod of administrative discussion of the Feast, then the 
Guardian's writings may be read. Of course, during the 
administrative part of the Feast there can be no :objec
tion to .the reading of the Writings of the Bab, Baha
'u'llah or ·Abdu'l~Baha." 

-U.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

(The above article, which should have been included 
in the December issue, was omitted due to space 
limitations. ) 

National ?ariTatu'l-Quds of Venezuela, located in 
Caracas, purchased on August 12, 1958. 
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Visit to New Zealand by Hand of the Cause from Africa 
Eagerly Received by 4000 Who Heard His Talks on Faith 

i 

WTHEN Enoch Olinga, Hand of the Cause from Af
W rica~ a native of Nigeria, made his pilgrimage to 

Haifa nearly two years ago, the beloved Guardian, 
Shoghi Effendi, gave him a new name, UFather of 
Victories," for the contributions he had made in teach
ing the Faith of Baha'u'Il3.h. Now, along with the 
efficient and enthusiastic sponsorship of the Baha'is of 
New Zealand, he has added new triumphs to the 
Cause of God. 

On Saturday, October 18, Mr. Olinga arrived from 
Australia where he had gone following the Intercontin
ental Conference in Singapore, and was immediately 
driven to Hamilton, eighty miles way, where a very 
full program had been arranged among the Maori 

Scene at the official reception for Hand of the Cause 
Enoch Olinga at T-urangawaewae Pa. Dr. Winiata:, sec
retary to the King's Council, is standing on the platform. 
Mr. Olinga is standing on the maTae, the space in fTont 
oj the meeting house. It was Taining, and as the Maoris 
stood in the open, he did the same. The BaM', paTty 

is at the Tight. 

people. An official welcome was given to Mr. Olinga. 
and a party of twenty-five Baha'is, at Turangawaewae 
Marae, where it was mentioned that he was the first 
person from Africa to cross the Marae t although many 
famous people had visited this Pa (MaOri village), in
cluding the Queen of England. A recording of the 
Baha'i Faith in the Maori language was presented by 
Mr. Olinga to the Maori ruler, King Koroki, in a tear
ful, and heart-moving scene. Then, after another jour
ney of thirty-three miles, Mr. Olinga addressed over 
200 Maoris at Kihikihi. They came in chartered buses 
from many miles around, and along with their four 
paramount tribal chiefs who were present, were spell
bound at the speaker's words, and presented him with 
gifts. 

On October 19 Mr. Olinga visited Rotorua, most fa
mous of Maori areas, where personal contact was made 
with several people. The next stop for the Baha'i party. 
with their honored guest, was a large forestry school in 
Kaiangaroa where there are two Tongan Baha'is, and 
where an address by Mr. Olinga had been arranged by 
the Welfare Officer in charge. The audience, completely 
absorbed by Mr. Olinga's words, took all of the litera
ture on the Faith that was available. A most thrilling 
sidelight to this evening was the news that the Welfare 
Officer had twice visited Shoghi Effendi and the Baha'i 
gardens in Haifa, and both he and his wife declared 
their desire to be Baha'is. 

Anum ber of schools and colleges were addressed by 
this honored Hand of the Cause, and several excellent 
newspaper interviews were published. The final occa
sion in this area was a well-attended public meeting in 
Hamilton, attended by a Maori Methodist minister who 
had been present at Turangawaewae. Altogether Mr. 
Olinga had addressed almost 3,000 people, other than 
Baha'is. 

Talk on Race Amity Enthusiastically Received 
The New Plymouth, New Zealand, area had also 

made excellent plans for Mr. Olinga's visit, which in
cluded a talk on "Racial Amity and Good Will" at the 
YWCA to a group of thirty-nine guests of the Baha'is, 
some of them Maoris. Concerning this talk, the New 
Zealand Baha'i Newsletter states: "After he had spoken 
for an hour and a half, discussion was so eagt!!r that 
supper was put back time and again and, at the request 
of the audience, slides of the Holy Places at Haifa were 
shown and explained." 

There were many newspaper interviews in New Ply
mouth, and invitations to appear at schools where the 
children were much attracted to Mr. Olinga and clung 
to his hands. One headmaster spoke of the visit at the 
evening Parents' Center discussion. There were lunch
eon meetings, many personal contacts with Maori 
friends, and one with the Mayor of New Plymouth, Mr. 
Honner, who had officially opened the Baha', Summer 
School last year on Mt. Egmont, reported in the March 
1958 BAH.\. 'f NEWS. The power of Baha'i love and fellow
ship was demonstrated in the Maori friends' insistence 
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Hand of the Cause Enoch Olinga and Guide Rangi at 
WhakarewareW4, RotOTWZ. He is holding the carved 
stick presented to him at Turangawaewae by the 

M aOTis there. 

on driving Mr. Olinga to the airport. 

Auckland Activities lndude Radio, Magazine Interviews 
Activities in Auckland began with an inform al eve

ning gathering where one contact declared her intention 
to become a Baha'i. On Friday, October 23, an interview 
was held at the National Radio Statio!)., after which 
Mr. Olinga addressed the entire assembly of 750 stu
dents at the Teachers Training College, meeting later 
in a smaller lecture room to answer specific questions; 
this was followed by a magazine interview. Mr. Oiinga's 
public lecture in Auckland on· "The Unity of Mankind" 
was also well attended. 

In addition to his many public appearances and 
meetings with interested contacts, accompanied by 
Auxiliary Board member Hugh Blundell, Mr. Olinga 
met in various places for special study and discus'sion 
with the Baha'is alone, and while in Auckland was 
taken to see the Temple Site. Here there was a pleasant 
surprise encounter with a gentleman from Uganda, 
now attached to the Adult Education center in Auck
land, and his sont who conversed with Enoch Olinga 
in his own language. 

What It Means to Be a Bahn 
The following moving comment on Enoch Olingals 

visit was made by the National Spiritual Assembly of 
New Zealand: 

" ... the National Assembly is at a loss to ade
quately express ... its thanks to Baha'u'llah for the 
blessing of the presence of beloved Enoch Olinga in 
this country. No words can describe the deep joy and 
spiritual fragrance which he has left, not only with the 
believers but with all those with whom he came in 
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contact in New Zealand ... overall about 41000 persons. 
HDuring the nine days of his visit, the Baha'is fortu~ 

nate enough to have met him have known the true 
meaning of love, humility, and devotion. They have 
learned of the power of positive thinking and have 
enjoyed laughter. But above all this they have seen 
what it means to be a Baha'i. 

lIThe National Spiritual Assembly offers its deep 
appreciation for this bounty and earnestly hopes that 
through it much work for the Faith will be accom
plished. The National Assembly will do all in their 
power to consolidate the very remarkable work done by 
Mr. Olinga. This is the only tribute worthy of him." 

In his last message to the Baha'i World, Sboghi Effendi 
wrote: "The fourth phase (of the World Crusade), the 
opening of which is now approaching, must be im~ 
mortalized, . on the ·one hand, by an unprecedented in
crease in the number of avowed supporters of the 
Faith, in all the continents of the globe, of every race 
clime, creed, and color, and from every stratum of 
present-day society ... must witness ... an upsurge of 
enthusiasm and consecration, before which every single 
as well as collective exploit, associated with any of 
the three previous phases, will pale." 

In New Zealand has been witnessed such an "up
surge" of enthusiasm, the results of which should 
inspire and spur on every Baha'i community to arise 
and demonstrate to their fellowmen the love of the 
Manifestation of God in the hearts of those who bear 
His name. The victories are waiting-they need only 
the outstretched eager hand, the dedicated heart, and 
faith. 

Mr. OHnga and Guide Rangi at the entrance to the 
WhakaTewarewa Pa in Rotoma. 
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Baha'is Participate In Many UN Day Observances 

REINFORCEMENT of ties binding the World Baha'i 
Community to the United Nations" was considered 

by our beloved Guardian such an important matter 
that it was included by him as one of the objectives in 
our Ten-Year World Crusade. 

Each year the Baha'is of the United States, and 
other countries as well. have done much to accom
plish this objective, through many vital programs 
developed for observance of United Nations Day and 
other special day s and events in support of the United 
Nations. This year was no exception, and some of the 
highlights reported are given below. 

Outstanding in both advance preparation for, and 
in results obtained, was the public meeting held in 
Willowick., Ohio. sponsored by them and four other 
Baha'i groups (Cleveland Heights, Mayfield Heights, 
South Euclid, and Euclid, Ohio) attended by 125 per
sons, thirty-five of whom were guests. Their program 
was given twenty-two column-inches of newspaper pub
licity, seven radio spot announcements, nine large 
posters were placed in stores, and two displays set up 
in bank windows. When the Baha'is went to one bank 
to dismantle the display after UN Week, the manager 
expressed regret that it had to be withdrawn because 
of the attention it had attracted. He asked the Baha'is 
for a photo of the display for reproduction in the 
bank's magazine, along with an appropriate article. 
The report of this meeting expressed deep apprecia
tion for the cooperation of William deForge. Aux
illiary Board member. who was their speaker, and 

Baha'i exhibit at the United Nations Festiva! at the 
Winthrop hotel in Tacoma, Wash. 

concluded with this comment: "Due to Cleveland's 
magnificent ·support of this meeting, the audience 
was integrated by close to a 50% margin in a strict
ly white neighborhood." 

Seattle, Wash., reports two successful projects: An 
afternoon forum, attended by fifty persons, and a 
dinner and talk on the general theme of the birth of 
the Bab and its import on present-day world affairs. 
The dinner was attended by twenty-six persons. Pro
grams were mailed to personal friends, newspaper 
releases were issued, and publicity items giving the 
gist of both programs were furnished to the local 
press. 

An interesting and enjoyable evening was sponsored 
by the Baha'is of Oklahoma City. They called it "An 
International Mixer." This was a social evening de
voted to international games, music, fellowship, and a 
smorgasbord featuring foods that are typical of many 
parts of the world. A display of artifacts and handi
craft objects from around the world was an interest
ing exhibit to those attending. Ten guests of other 
faiths were present, among them nationals of Korea, 
Formosa, and fran. In addition to the "Mixer," the 
friends in Oklahoma City participated in a local United 
Nations pilot project known as the "World Affairs Pro
gram Clinic," a full day and evening conference. One 
of the Baha'is -served as a hostess at the evening 
session and assisted with the distribution of U.N. lit
erature. 

The Webster Groves, Mo., Baha'is were particularly 
busy during UN Week, for they sponsored three im
portant projects: a public meeting, which was at
tended by forty-eight persons, and at which ~ speaker 
was Mrs. Margery McCormick, a member of the 
National Spiritual Assembly and the Auxiliary Board; 
a UN dinner for high school students and international 
visitors, which was attended by twenty persons; and a 
Children's UN party to which twenty-three children 
came, dressed in costumes representing various coun
tries. A delightful film, "The Toymaker," was shown at 
the party which, through the use of puppets, demon
strated the Honeness of mankind." This exciting project 
for children will be a continuing one through this com
munity's "Friendships, Unlimited" series. The children 
are already invited to attend the next party in Novem
ber, and other gatherings will follow at regular 
intervals. The report also stated: "We made excellent 
contacts with foreign consuls during our UN Week 
activities and have arranged for several of them to 
participate in the Human Rights Day program. Also, 
we have been asked to participate in an American Tea 
to be sponsored by the Missouri Interracial Council 
as a result of Our participation in the Greater St. Louis 
Citizens Committee for UN Week. Two believers living 
in Clayton, Mo., participated in these activities and in 
addition, assisted Kansas City, Kans., as speakers at 
the Kansas City meeting. 
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Baha'i Unite<t Nations exhibit at the Mile High au<ti
t01"ium in Denver, Cow. 

Logan, Utah. in addition to assisting with the city
wide celebration of UN- Day, held a meeting in the 
form of an Open House for international students at 
Utah State University. The twenty students attending 
represented eleven different countries, and good fellow
ship and lively discussion filled the evening. The friends 
report that later they heard that one student from the 
Middle East, who did not attend. upon hearing that the 
event was sponsored by the local Baha'i community, 
expressed amazement at that fact: he had believed 
until then that Baha'is were to be found only in fran 
and 'Iraq. 

Baha'is of Shorewood, Wis. t cooperated with the 
Milwaukee community in a Panel Discussion meeting, 

, 
Per."ons on the panel included nationals of Austria. 
Indla, Ghana, and the U.S. The Baha'i chairman of 
the meeting, Corne!! Taylor, is a member of the Mil
waukee Mayor's Human Rights Committee. Eighty 
persons attended the meeting as a result of fine pub. 
licity from newspapers and radio, library exhibit and 
window displays. 

Manhattan Beach, Calif., reported two exciting proj
ects: participation with fifteen other organizations in a 
IIFamily Festival." Due to last minute changes it was 
necessary to rebuild a large. already-completed ex, 
hibit, but because of the spirit of the Baha'is in dealing 
with. this emergency, they were recipients of much 
favorable comment, according to their report. °This 
is one of the few observances where Bahatis have an 
opportunity to live their Faith in working with non
Baha'is," they state. "For instance, when we had to 
rebuild the booths, several people mentioned to some 
of us that there had been some amazed discussion 

. about the 'marvellous cooperative spirit and friendli· 
ness toward others (by the Baha'is) in the face of un
fair actions on the part of others. I Some of these peo
ple are coming to firesides, but mostly it is a way of 
letting many people know a little more about the 
Faith, and of making friends for the Faith," Their 
other project was a public meeting to which thirty
two persons came, seventeen of them of other faiths. 

In Fresno, Calif. t two UN Day programs were held: 
one, a public meeting at which a professor of political 
science from Fresno State College was the speaker; 
and the other, a UN Day Dinner, sponsored by the 
local Youth Committee. A number of foreign students 
were among the twenty-three guests at the dinner. In 
addition to these two projects~ a Baha'i was invited to 
serve on the Fresno Committee for UN Week, and 
the local assembly, in cooperation with that Committee 
placed UN posters, and gave 500 UN pamphlets to the 

Window display in loca! bank by the Baha'is Of Willowick, Ohio, in observance of United Nati""" Day. 

_.--
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state and city colleges for free distribution. The 
Baha'i public meeting was announced in the bulle
tins of the Universalist and Unitarian Churches. 

Provo, Utah, held a public meeting on which they 
received seven inches of local newspaper publicity; 
they. placed fifty UN posters around town, and partici
pated in the Utah County UN Committee banquet. They 
comment, "Assisting city and county groups has 
brought increased recognition (for Baha'is) from civic 
and educational leaders. Jt 

As far as the Fairbanks and Tanana Valley, Ala'ska, 
Baha'Is can determine, the public meeting held 
by them was the only UN Day observance in that 
area. Announcement of their meeting was made on 
television and radio, as well as through the high 
school, the University of Alaska, and the Negro 
Church. 

At the meeting in Lima, Ohio, fifty-four persons 
attended, and it is the plan of this community to follow
up with another public meeting and a meeting in honor 
of Human Rights Day. Baha'is of Findlay, Ohio, coop
erated with the International Relations Committee of 
the B&P Women's Club in presenting two speakers at 
a public meeting. 

Roswell, N. Mex" sponsored both an International 
Picnic and a public meeting. Fine newspaper and ra
dio publicity was received in connection with these 
events. 

Tacoma, Wash., worked with seventy·two local or· 
ganizations in the city-wide UN Day program held at 
a local hotel. In the ballroom were nineteen booths, one 
of them the Baha'I booth. Fifty-nine persons signed 
the Baha'i guest book. 

The small group of Baha'is in Barberton, Ohio, were 
successful in obtaining excellent newspaper publicity 
on a display of UN literature at the local library. 
Free UN literatUre was also made available at the 
display. These friends sent sixty-five post cards to 
friends, and placed advertisements in the newspaper 
calling attention to the display. 

Yonkers, N.Y., held an International Supper and 
Fireside meeting. They plan to follow-up this meeting 
with a well-advertised Human Rights Day program. The 
Long Island, N.Y., Baha'is all cooperated in presenting 

Site oj the future I;Ia.iratu'I-Quds Jor Nicosia, Cyprus, 
donated by Abdu'lmissag Missaghieh oj iran. 

-.-

JANUARY 1959 

A plot of land five acres in aTea has been 
transfeTred to the ""me oj the Local 
SpiTitual Assembly of Bomi Hills, Liberia, 
and plans have been made to build a Toad 
to the land and Jor its future development. 
The photograph shows the road and part 

of the tand, a beautiful location. 

---

a Panel Discussion meeting at a centrally located 
hotel. Members of the panel represented five na
tionalities. Fifty-four persons attended, twenty being 
interested guests. 

Montclair, N.J., was host to twenty persons at an In· 
ternational Dinner. The spirit of friendliness and the 
fine Baha'i talk given drew very favorable comment 
from one guest in particular. a local church leader. 

The Providence, R.I., group held a public meeting 
which was attended by eleven Baha'is and eight friends. 

The two assemblies and one grouP. Oakland, Berke
ley, and Hayward, Calif., respectively, cooperated with 
the AAUN in holding a public meeting for an audi
ence of forty-two. After the meeting they were hosts 
at an International Tea. 

Ventura, Calif., reports no city·wide observance of 
UN Day but that their meeting attracted an audience 
of twenty-six. They distributed posters, sent cards, 
made telephone calls to friends, and were successful 
in securing excellent newspaper and radio publicity. 
A series of fireside meetings will follow this meeting. 

New York City held three meetings to which a total 
of ninety persons came, among them thirty·six guests. 
Their meetings represented two International Dinner 
firesides, and ODe public meeting. At the meetings 
films and slides were shown, in addition to the talks 
given. The report states that "Twelve nationalities 
were represented among our guests." And, "our guests 
were most impressed by slides showing the Bahi'i 
World Center." 

Many more reports have come in and others are 
arriving daily; however, because of space limitations 
it is not possible to cover all of them in a report 
such as this. It is heartening to note the wide variety 
of programs held and the ingenuity displayed by the 
friends in assuring success in the various localities. 

-LEE BLACKWELl. 
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As an approach to the high moral standards to which 
Baha'u'll3.h as the Inaugurator of the first worldwide 
spiritual civilization, calls us, let us consider the divine 
gift of liJe itseiJ. 

A seeker of truth once asked 'Abdu'l-Baha in what 
state the soul exists before it enters the body. He 
answered: "In a state of potentiality. It has no con
sciousness in the sense in which we comprehend this 
term. Individual consciousness is not born Wltil con
ception takes place." 

'Abdu'l-Baha was asked further whether the choice 
of entering this world lies with the soul itself. He 
answered: "The Will of God is the determining factor. 
When God wills it, the soul steps into the arena of 
human life." 

And asked whether every soul appearing upon earth, 
is a new creation, He answered: "Yes, every soul 
ha-s a beginning, but once created, is eternal." 

A new sense of responsibility takes hold of us when 
we become fully conscious that God? and not our 
parents, decreed the very second at which we were 
to set out upon the path to eternity. We begin to feel 
that there is some connection between the time of our 
sojourn here and the overall plans of God. We who 
are Baha'is have indeed found this connection. Through 
the mercy of God, we know clearly what our assign~ 
ment is; namely, bringing into being a "new race 
of men"-men worthy of the "Day of God." 

Since Baha'u'llah tells us that uthe purpose of God 
in creating man is to enable him to know his Creator 
and to attain His Presence," it is obvious that the 
inner man is our chief consideration, and that the in~ 
visible realities-heart, soul, spirit, mind-are more 
important than the visible. In these intangibles lies 

our capacity to know God; lie the strength and ·will, 
if we choose to apply them, to subordinate our ma~ 
terialistic tendencies and to stimulate our spiritual 
consciousness-our higher self. 

HAs all glory lieth in the soul of man," says 'Abdu'l
Baha, "there can be little progress connected with a 
life of the outer senses, any more than there is life 
in the husks of a seed. It is the kernel of a seed which 
sprouts, sends forth its shoots, and grows into a 
flower, plant, or tree, while the husks but break away, 
shrivel, and die; so the individual who lives only in 
the world of the senses, lives on the husks of life." 

Today. as though impelled by the law of gravity, 
men's moral standards have been pulled to the earth. 
There are many causes. Obviously, we are on the 
ebbing side of old civilizations; men are too far away 
from the Prophet of their respective religions-too 
far away from the light of His spiritual teachings. 
War, the greatest generator of animal instincts, has 
tom down the restraints which decency and personal 
responsibility normally impose. Material plenty on the 
one hand l and hunger and poverty on the other, are 
both prolific sources of moral weakness and often of 
sex excesses. 

There is a reason why Baha'u'llah uses the term 
"purity" so frequently in His Writings. This wholesome 
word is seldom heard in everyday living, excepting 
in relation to foods and drugs. But hear this call of 
Baha'u'll3.h: 

"Be pure, a people of God, be pure; be righteous, 
be righteous!" "We verily behold your actions. If We 
perceive from them the sweet-smelling savor of purity 
and holiness, We will most certainly bless you." And 
again: "Purity and chastity have been, and- still are, 

Left: GeTman Baha'i Youth meeting held at the youth hostel in HeidelbeTg on Octo beT 11-12, to study the Baha'i 
teachings in relation to present-day problems. Right: Youth class he~d three nights a week at Taipei, Taiwan, 

with the resident pioneers, Mr. and Mrs. Keith Craig. 
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This photograph of the World Religion Day observance 
held a year ago at Bahia, Brazil, illustrates one of many 
such meetings held throughout the world on January 
19,1958. World Religion Day, to promulgate the Baha'i 
teaching of the fundamental oneness of religion, will be 

observed in 1959 on JanuaTl/ 18. 

the most great ornaments for the handmaidens of 
God." 

It is not an unfamiliar experience for any of us 
today, to find a surprising promiscuity or laxity in 
relations between the sexes, even among spiritually
aware people, people who know and cherish the Baha'i 
Teachings, even among friends who have entered our 
beloved Cause! 

This is most unfortunate, for such a situation ceases 
to be just the personal responsibility of the individuals 
involved; rather, a shadow begins to fall upon the 
entire community, and the sincerity of its teaching 
efforts is questioned. 

With great force and clarity, our beloved Guardian 
in his message, The Advent Of Divine JusticeI' exhorts 
us to -cha'stity. "All of them, be they men or women, 
must, at this threatening hour when the lights of 
religion are fading out, and its restraints are one by 
one abolished, pause to examine themselves, scrutinize 
their conduct, and with characteristic resolution arise 
to purge the life of their community of every trace of 
moral laxity that might stain the name, or impair 
the integrity, of so holy and precious a Faith. A 
chaste and holy life must be made the controlling 
principle in the behaviQr and conduct of all Baha'is, 
both in their social relations with the members of 
their own community, and in their contact with the 
world at large. It must adorn and reinforce the cease
less labor~ and meritorious exertions of those whose 
enviable position is to propagate the Message, and to 
administer the affairs, of the Faith of Baba'u'llah. It 
must be upheld, in all its integrity and implications, 
in every pha se of the life of those who fill the ranks of 
that Faith, whether in their homes, their travels, their 
clubs, their societies, their entertainments, their 
schools, and their universities . . . It must be closely 
and continually identified with the mission of the 
Baha'i Youth.' t 

"Such a chaste and holy life, with its implications 
of modesty, purity, temperance, decency, and clean· 
mindedness, involves no less than the exercise of mod
eration in all that pertains to dress, language, amuse~ 
ments, and all artistic and literary avocations. It de-

JAN U1RY 1959 
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mands daily vigilance in the control of one's carnal 
desires and corrupt inclinations ... It requires total 
abstinence from all alcoholic drinks ... It condemns 
. , . the practices . . . of companionate marriage in· 
fidelity in marital relationships, and all manne~ of 
promiscuity, of easy familiarity, and of sexual vices." 

"0 ye My loved ones!,H pleads Baha'u'llah, "suffer 
not the hem of my sacred vesture to be smirched and 
mired with the things of this world ... ,; "They that 
have tarnished the fair name of the Cause of God by 
following the things of the flesh-these are in palpable 
error!" 

There is just one moral standard, and that is the 
standard of right and wrong 'set by the Manisfestation 
of God. There is no compromise. Yet, we must show 
great love and humility in emphasizing this fact. 

The new World Religion Day poster, 14:r20 inches, in 
three primary colors and gold on heavy, high-gloss 
paper. There is space at bottom for date and place of 
public meeting. Designed by sa.me artist who did Race 
Amity Day poster, these are available at SOc each; five 
for $2.00, sent third-class postpaid. If first-class or air
mail is desi red ~ include posta ge with your ordeT for 
loUowing weights: one poster, 3 oz.; 2 posters .. 5 oz.; 
3 posters, 6 oz.; 5 posters, 9 oz. Please send ordeT.s Q.'nd 
ch.ecks on.ly to Baha'i Press Service, 434 Thomas Ave., 

Rochester 11, N.Y. 



lAM ... •• NEWS 

If someone is pursuing an unwarranted love rela· 
tionship, we must point out that, from the Baha'i 
standpoint, this love is being permitted to take prece
dence over the love of, and the love for, Baha 'u'llah. 
We must stress that by sacrificing our transient de
sires to His Will-the Will of God-astonishing con
firmations await us. We must implant confidence and 
faith. in the power of Baha'u'll3.h to straighten out every 
type of personal and social problem. Has He not come 
to bring harmonious living? 

The Bab and Baha'utllih gave their lives for us-can 
we not give up an unjustified personal love in obedi
ence to their sacred Commands? 

"When God desired to manifest grace and bene
ficence to men, and to set the world in order," says 
Baha'u'llah, "He revealed observances and created 
laws; among them He established the law of marriage, 
made it as a fortress for wel1~being and salvation." 

As party to the Covenant of God, ours is the obli
gation to keep these "observances and laws.!7 Herein 
lies the order of the world; herein lies our only guid
ance and protection. 

In the words of Baha'u'llah: uWert thou to consider 
this world, and realize how fleeting are the things that 
pertain unto it, thou. wouldst choose to tread no path 
except the path of service to the Cause of thy Lord." 

In that "path of service/' other attributes which 

The first Indian woman in Peru to embrace the 
Baha'i Faith i. MTs. Leon CamaTgo (left f01"e
ground) I dressed in the traditional native COS~ 
tume, with her baby on heT back. Beside heT is 
her husband, and in the background are Mario 
and Gay Rodriguez, the pioneers to Huancayo, 

Peru. 

u 

Baha'i Winter SchOOl held at Vietiane, Laos, on Novem~ 
ber 23-25. There were representatives from fouT coun
tries present: Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, and Vietnam. 

Baha'u'llah places "among the highest and most laud~ 
able of all acts," are the following: 

1. Trustworthiness: UIf anyone betray the least of 
trusts or neglect," ·says Baha'u'llah., Hand be remiss in 
the perform ance of duties which are intrusted to him 
. . . or seeks after his own personal, selfish aims and 
ends in the attainment of his own interests, he shall 
undoubtedly remain deprived of the outpourings of 
His Highness the Almighty!" 

2. Truthfulness: This, Bahit'u'llith calls "the founda
tion of all human virtues. Without truthfulness, pro
gress and success .in all the worlds of God are im
possible for any soul. When this holy attribute is es
tablished in man, all the divine qualities will also be 
acquired. " 

Under e'truthfulness" we may also include refraining 
from the insidious practice of backbIting: ocFor the 
tongue is a smoldering fire, and excess of speech a 
deadly poison/' says Baha'u'llih. e'Material fire con
sumeth the body, whereas the fire of the tongue de
voureth both heart and soul. The force of the former 
lasteth but for a time, whilst the effects of the latter 
endureth a century." 

3. Purity of Heart While Communing with God: 
When we sincerely seek the Help of God. "this suppli
cation," 'Abdu'I~Baha a-sserts, "is in itself a light to 
the heart, illumination to the sight, life to the soul, 
and exaltation to one's being." 

4. Forbearance. 
S. Resignation to Whatever the Almighty Hath De

creed. 
6. Contentment with the Things His Will Hath Pro

vided: " . . .. He is not to be numbered with the 
people of Baha who followeth his mundane desires, or 
fixeth his heart on things of the earth," remarks 
Baha'u'llab. "He is my true follower who, if he come 
to a valley of pure gold will pass straight through it 
aloof as a cloud, and will neither turn back, nor pause. 
Such a man is assuredly of Me ... " 

7. Patience, Nay Thankfulness in the Midst of Trib
ulation. 

8. Complete Reliance, in All Circumstances, upon 
God. 
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The moral standards which Baha 'u'llah seeks to in
culcate, in both our individual and social lives, are 
the loftiest which man has ever been called upon to 
fufill. All of them are qualities of the mature soul; 
all fire requisite to a spiritual civilization and to eter
nal me. But, a living God has potentially equipped us 
to attain to this nobility of conduct. 

uWithin the very breath of such souls as are pure 
and sanctified," Bahs. 'u'llah assures us, "far-reaching 
potentialities are hidden. So great are these potential
ities, that they exercise their influence upon all created 
things." 

The emergence of a "new race of men" thus be
comes inevitable. 

Auxiliary Board Member Visits 
Argentine Baha'i Communities 

-ELSA STEINMETZ 

Sra. Else Cazcarra, member of the Auxiliary Board 
and of the National Spiritual Assembly of Argentina, 
Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay, and Uraguay, visited the 
Baha'i communities of Argentina on a teaching trip 
from August 19 to September 8, 1958. 

In Buenos Aires, her first stop, she attended the 
Nineteen Day Feast; was interviewed by a representa
tive of one of the leading newspapers. La Razon, 
resulting in the publication of an article on the prin
ciples of the Baha'i Faith and a photograph of herself; 
and spoke on "Science and Religion" at a public 
meeting attended by forty persons. 

Other cities visited by Sra. Cazcarra included Ezeiza, 
Rosario, Cordoba, and La Plata. 

Fifth Annual Italo-Swi~s Summer School 
Attended by 95 Baha'is and Contacts 

The fifth annual Itala-Swiss Baha'i Summer School 
took place from September 19 to 26, 1958, at the Hotel 
des Salines, Bex-Ies-Bains, Switzerland. 

In spite of the fact that few were expected to attend 
the school this year, as many friends had used their 
vacations for the Intercontinental Conferences, there 
were eighty-three Baha'is from ten countries. and 
twelve guests. 

Italo-Swiss Baha~i Summer School, held at the Hotet des 
Salines, Bex-le.s-Bains, Switzerland, on September 19-

26, 1958. 

JAN UARY ItS. 

Second annual Baha'i Summer School of Nicaragua 
held at Nandaime on September 13-15, 1958. ' 

The school was blessed this year in having two 
Hands of the Cause, Dr. Hermann Grossmann and 
Dr. Ugo .Giache,:", who helped greatly in the teaching 
by theIr InsplratlOnal courses in German and Italian. 
~he !talo-Swiss community has a language problem, 

which was solved by dividing the courses into three 
schools, French, German, and Italian. In addition a 
very interesting course was given in English for the 
bilingual friends on the "Promised Day Has Come" by 
Firuz Kazemzadeh from New Haven, Conn. 

The last days were crowned with joy when four of 
the contacts declared their Faith and several others 
said ,that after more study they, too, wanted to become 
Baha'is. 

Maud Bosio, reporting the school sessions stated: 
"On the day of departure when all were gathered for 
suggestions for the next year, it was unanimously 
agreed that this year was the best school we have had. 
The spirit of love and unity was deeply felt by us all. 
It was sad to part, but it is sure that each one of us 
will bring back to his or her community and work a 
greater enthusiasm to "carry on" with the remem
br ance of these days." 

Twenty Attended Setond Summer School 
of Nicaragua. in Nandaime 

The second annual Baha'l Summer School of Nicara
gua was held in its permanent location, Nandaime, 
Nicaragua. For three days, September 13, 14, and 15, 
the monotony of this qulet little town was enlivened 
by laughing groups of young people clustered around 
the visiting Baha'i teachers. 

The visitors from other countries included Sr. Jose 
Antonio Soto Gattgens from San Jose, Costa IDca; 
and Mr. and Mrs. Quentin Farrand of Ahuachapan, 
El Salvador. From within Nicaragua, Managua sent 
Sr. Armando Fonseca Duval, and Sr. Pablo Perez 
Toledo; Masaya was represented by Donald Ross Wit
zel, and Nandaime itself was proud to present Sr. 
Juan Castro. 

The lectures presented had something for every 
taste. Mr. and Mrs. Farrand offered inspiring ideas on 
"The Ethics of Baha'i Life," "Fulfilment of Bible 
Prophecy," and related themes, some of which were 
prepared by Sr. Salomon Escalante of Costa Rica, 
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Baha'i group Of Unalaska, Alaska, a World Cru
sade goal. The first Aleut believeT, Vassa Lek
anoff, is in the center. Others are Elinore and 
George Putney, and Elaine and Jenahe Cald-

well, pioneers there. 

were presented by Sr. Soto. A ringing challenge to 
Central Americans, as well as a detailed explanation 
of the purpose of the annual Convention, were the sub
jects of the talk given by Sr. Fonseca. Sr. Perez held 
the audience's complete attention with "The Manifesta
tion of God." The school was opened with liThe Life 
and Sacrifice of Shoghi Effendi" by Donald Witzel, 
and closed with Juan Castro's dynamic presentation 
of "The Twelve Principles. 17 

The majority of the twenty people who attended the 
school ate their meals together in Nandaime's only 
restaurant. The school was scheduled to last two and 
one-half days, but the jOy of being together delayed 
leave-taking until the last possible moment at the 
end of the day. Feelings were put into words by one 
young man who, the day after the school ended, 
put bls head in his hands and said sadly: "Why 
did it have to end? I've never been so happy." 

Athlete Speau on Racial Discrimination 
at Baha'i Public Meeting in Stamford 

Jackie Robinson, the professional baseball player, 
was guest speaker at a public meeting sponsored by 
the Baha'is of Stamford, Conn., on November 3, 1958. 

He spoke to a group of forty on the problem of 
racial discrimination in the United States and in other 
parts of the world, on the ideals and goals of the 
NAACP, and of the vital importance of evaluating 
each individual as an individual, whatever his race, 
color, or creed. 

Mr. Robinson, in addition to his achievements in the 
athletic world (he was the first Negro to play on a 
major league baseball team in the United States), has 
long been active in the fields of the humanities and 
social science. He was recently honored by the Na
tional Young Men's Christian Association as "Man of 
the Year." 

Part of the public meeting was given over to ques
tions and answers. which were lively and informative. 

Second Japan Summer School Classes 
Include Study and Workshop Sessions 

The second Japan Baha'i Summer School was held 
at Gohra, on August 29-31, 1958.. . 

Among the talks given were the following: "Fulfill
ing the Need for Baha'i Education," by N. Hashimoto; 
"The Guardian and the Institutions of the Faith" by 
Miss Agnes Alexander, Hand of the Cause; HThe Baha'i 
Concept of God,n and I'The Meaning of the Manifesta
tion," by H. Takano and Philip Marangella; HWhat is 
Prayer'?" by Miss Alexander and M. Zenimoto and 
"Immortality," by Mrs. Joy Earl. ' 

The study and workshop sessions were devoted to: 
the practice of public speaking, led by H. Takano and 
Dr. Mizuno; methods of presenting the Faith, led by 
Dr. David Earl and M. Odani; and questions and 
answers, conducted by Rohollah Momtazi, Mr. Ishii 
and Dr. David Earl. 

Mrs. Shirin Fozdar of Singapore, chairman of the 
Regional Spiritual Assembly of Southeast Asia, was the 
speaker at the public meeting arranged by the school 
on August 30. 

First Baha'i Burial Ground 
Obtained in Khartoum. Sudan 

When the wife of the caretaker of the Baha'i cem
etery in Cairo fell ill and passed away while on a 
visit to Khartoum, the Baha'is there were faced with 
the critical need for a- Baha'i burial ground. After ten 
hours of negotiation with the government authorities. 
the Khartoum North Local Spiritual Assembly was 
successful in obtaining a plot of land, and the funeral 
was performed in accordance with Baha'i principles. 

Bah.a'is in many areas of the world who are not 
faced with such a problem cannot, perhaps, fully ap
pred ate the reasons that lay behind such a difficulty, 
but they can share and sympathize with their friends' 
anxiety at such a time. and lend their prayers that 
the Faith of Baha'u'llah may speedily triumph and 
bring union. concord, and elimination of all prejudice 
-not only for the living, but for those who have passed 
on. 

Second Japan Bahci.'i Summer Schoo~, held at Gohra on 
August 29-31, 1958. 
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Baha'i Holy Days Recognized 
By BuUe and Champaign Schools 

The Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Butte, 
Mont., has received a letter dated October 21, 1958, 
from the Superintendent of Schools stating that Baha'i 
students may have excused absence from school on 
the Baha'i Holy Days. 

The Local Spiritual Assembly of Champaign, Ill., 
reports that permission has been given by the Super
intendent of the Champaign community schools for 
children of Baha'i parents to be excused from school 
attendance on Baha'i Holy Days. 

-U.S, NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

New Orleans, La., School Board 
Recognizes Baha'i Holy Days 

The Orleans Parish School Board in New Orleans, La., 
has given recognition to the Baha'i Faith by per· 
mitting Baha'i children to remain away from classes 
on Baha'i Holy Days when such 'permission is re
quested in writing by the parents. 

-U.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Minister Lauds Baba'i Faith frOIl Pulpit 
On November 9 Rev. Keith M. Rhinehart, pastor of 

the Aquarian Foundation Church in Seattle, Wash., 
spoke to his congregation of 175 people On "The Beau
ties of Bahi'i," giving an hour's historic outline of the 
Faith, describing the Temple, and telling about his 
visit to the Shrine of the Bab and the Gardens in Haifa. 
Although there were many inaccuracies in his state
ments, it was evident to the Baha'is in the audience 
that he himself has been impressed by the Faith and 
that his discussion of it made a great spiritual impact 
upon his congregation. 

Researcher Interviews Charlottesville Baha'is 
A member of the social research team of Columbia 

University recently interviewed the Charlottesville, 
Va., Baha'i group on the racial question and the segre
gation problem in the local schools. The Sociology 
Dean of the University had recommended that this be 
the first interview in Charlottesville on the attitudes 
of the white people. Baha'is stressed their belief that 
the Faith could overcome racial discrimination, and 
the researcher seemed pleased with the results of her 
interview. 

... ,'- ........... ,-~.,~ -~,-

Clark County Sthool Distrid, Nevada, 
Recognizes Baha'i Holy Days 

JANU .... Y 1959 

On August 28, 1958, the Superintendent of Schools for 
Clark County, Nev., issued a memorandum to all school 
principals and administrators in the county listing five 
Jewish Holy Days and the five Baha'i Holy Days fall
ing within the school year "for which parent excuses 
should be accepted for children." 

Besides Las Vegas, where there is a local spiritual 
assembly, the area includes the larger cities of Hen
derson and Boulder and a number of small towns. 

-U.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Alaska "News" Appears as Printed Magazine 
The Alaska Bahci~i News is now pubHshed as a 

printed magazine, beginning with the November.De
cember 1958 issue. It was formerly published in mimeo
graphed form. 

Mrs. Janet Stout, managing editor, has announced 
plans to publish ten issues during the next twelve
month period. Photographs of Alaskan events can 
now be reproduced in the magazine. 

Calendar of Events 
FEASTS 

January 19-5ultim (Sovereignty) 
February 7-Mulk (Dominion) 

WORLD RELIGION DAY 
January 18-To proclaim the fundamental oneness 

of religion 

U.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
January 1-4 
February 13-15 

Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

Weekdays 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Auditorium only) 

Sundays and Holidays 
10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Entire building) 

Service of Worship 
Sundays 

3:30 to 4:10 p.m. 

Ruu'f NEWS is publisbed by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Bah~'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items, and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from national assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BABA.~ NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1958-59: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Miss 
Charlotte Llnfoot, Ricbard C. Thomas. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden A venue, Wilmette. Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
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Beloved Friends: 
Twenty-five of the twenty-seven Hands of the Cause 

of God have once again met in the blessed Mansion 
of Baha'u'llah near the holiest spot on this planet, 
and prayerfully considered the grave problems now 
facing the Baha'is of the world. Though no longer 
plunged in the agony of grief that afflicted our hearts 
last November, we are nevertheless profoundly con
cerned over the success of the tasks entrusted to the 
believers of the East and West by our beloved Guard
ian in the provisions of his mighty globe-encircling 
Crusade. 

With feelings of deepest gratitude we realize that 
BahiI'u'llah has vouchsafed to us during this past year 
---<iark and overshadowed though it was by the passing 
of our beloved Guardian-many evidences of His un
failing grace and protection. The unity of the Cause 
of God has been maintained, and out of the fire of 
this mighty test, the believers have emerged with 
chastened and consecrated hearts, mature in spirit, 
with a deeper sense of oneness than ever before, 
eager to assist in winning every goal set for them by 
their beloved Guardian. God has indeed opened the 
doors of His mercy to us. 

A befitting and magnificent monument to the be
loved Guardian's precious memory has been raised 
up above the sacred earth in London which enshrines 
his blessed remains, a memorial to the erection of 
which the believers from every corner of the earth 
had the privilege of contributing. 

The five mighty conferences called by Shoghi Effendi, 
and whose purposes he outlined in his message mark
ing the midway point of the Crusade, were held with 
outstanding success; almost five thousand believers 
being privileged to attend them. The roll-call from 
among the followers of the black race in Africa and 
the brown race in the Pacific has more than doubled 
during the past year, atrium ph which alone would 
have brought infinite joy to his blessed heart. Two of 
the three Mother Temples which he specified should 
be built will be completed well within two years of 
his passing. The funds for these Temples, and for 
the teaching work to which he attached such supreme 
importance, have poured in abundantly from all parts 
of the WOrld, a loving and loyal testimony to the 
determination of the Baha'is everywhere to carry out 
his every wish. Spitzbergen, the last and one of the 
most difficult of all the virgin territories to be opened 
during the Crusade, received its first pioneer less than 
six months after he left this world. 

In spite of such heartening progress, we must face 
the fact that this year ahead may well prove to be 
the crucial turning-point of the entire Crusade, and 
upon which its completion criticaliy hangs. Many of 
the most important goals still remain to be achieved: 
work on the Mother Temple of Europe has not yet 
commenced, although it must rise in all its splendor 
to shed its spiritual blessings upon that continent be
fore 1963. The Local Spiritual Assemblies still to be 
formed as part of the original plan number no less 
than 394. The number of National and Regional As
semblies which must be elected before the end 01 the 

Crusade, in the alarmingly short time of four and a 
half years, is no less than thlrty·eight, four of which 
are to be formed as planned by the beloved Guardian 
this coming RiQ,van. 

We are now embarked upon the fourth and final 
phase of this historic Crusade. Our beloved Guaxdian's 
own words tell us that this phase must be characterized 
by "a powerful impetus the world over to the vital 
process of individual conversion-the pre-eminent pur
pose underlying the Plan in all of its ramifications" 
and "must be immortalized on the one hand by an 
unprecedented increase in the number of the avowed 
supporters of the Faith in all continents of the globe, 
of every race, climeJ creed and color, and from every 
stratum of present day society, coupled with a corre
sponding increase in the number of BaM'i centers!' 

The fateful years of the beloved Guardian's glorious 
Crusade are swiftly passing. HHow staggering" he 
told us, is "the responsibility that must weigh upon 
the present generation." His stirring appeal for an 
"upsurge of enthusiasm and consecration, before which 
every single as well as collective exploit, associated 
with any of the three previous phases (of the Crusade) 
will pale" is directed to every believer on the planet, 
but €specially Hto their elected representatives, 
whether local, regional, or national, who, in their ca
pacity as the custodians and members of the nascent 
institutions of the Faith of Baha'u'llah" must shoulder 
"the chief responsibility in laying an unassailable 
foundation for the Universal House of Justice which, 
as its title implies t is to be the exponent and guardian 
of that Divine Justice which can alone insure the se
curity of, and establish the reign of law and order in, 
a strangely disordered world. n This House of Justice, 
he tells us, "posterity will regard as the last refuge 
of a tottering civilization." 

Upon these National and Regional Assemblies which 
we must now raise UP. has been conferred the sacred 
privilege of electing the members of this Universal 
House of Justice. The guidance of the Bit b and 
Baha'u'llah will flow into the World Order established 
in the Baha'i Dispensation through this Supreme Body, 
whose infallibility is assured by the Pen of Baha'u'llah 
Himself. 'Abdu'l-Baha declared in His Will and Testa
ment that the members of the Universal House of 
Justice must udeliberate upon all problems which 
have caused differences, questions that are obscure 
and matlers that are not expressly recorded in the 
Book. Whatsoever they decide has the same effect as 
the Text itself .... That which this body, whether unani
mously or by a majority doth carry, that is verily the 
Truth and the Purpose 01 God Himself." Guided by 
the precious storehouse 01 sacred and inviolable texts 
given to us by Baha'u'llah and elaborated by 'Abdu'l
Bahil and Shoghi Effendi, pouring our forces into the 
execution of the Divine Plan of the Master, now in 
the twenty-eighth year of its unfoldment within the 
successive Plans laid down by our beloved Guardian, 
supported by the unfailing aid of the Supreme Con
course promised in our writings, with our beloved 
Guardian's spirit watching over the work he so dearly 
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leve<I··aaa ·servedSG-tm"par-ingly. for thirty.six-year~. 
we cannot fail. 

The Hands of the Faith, solemnly mindful of the 
primary function conferred upon them in the Will and 
Testament of 'Abdu'l-Baha to protect the Cause of 
God and promulgate its Teachings, and deeply COn
scious of their present great responsibility as Chief 
Stewards of Baha'u'llah embryonic world common
wealth, have already arranged for a number of the 
Hands to travel extensively during the coming year in 
order to carry the spirit of the beloved Guardian and 
the World Center of our Faith to the believers and their 
elected representatives, particularly in those areas 
where so many of the future pillars of the Inter
national House of Justice must be erected, namely 
Latin America and the goal countries of Europe. 

The Hands of the Faith have also planned to give 
every aid within their power to the National Spiritual 
Assemblies in supporting and stimulating the work on 
the Home Fronts of such old and tried communities 
as those of Persia, the United States, Canada, India, 
Australia, Great Britain, and Germany. In rededicat
ing themselves to their share of the heavy burden 
now resting upon each and every follower of 
Baha'u'llah, the Hands appeal to the National and 
Regional Assemblies to assist them in the mighty tasks 
that lie ahead through a closer and swifter cooperation 
with the Hands serving at the World Center, who of 
necessity are called upon to coordinate the inter .. 
national work so laboriously built up, at such a great 
cost to himself, by our most beloved Guardian. Prompt 
consultation on teaching problems, reports concern
ing the progress being made and the present status of 
the work undertaken by each National or Regional 
Assembly, as well as appeals for advice and aid, 
should pour continually into the Holy Land in order 
that good news may be shared for the encouragement 
of all and any crises which arise in the Baha'i world 
may be swiftly dealt with, and not a moment of our 
infinitely precious time between now and the com
pletion of the Crusade-just fifty-two short months 
a way-be lost. 

Bahll'u'llah, 'Abdu'l-Baha, and the beloved Guardian 
have repeatedly warned us that the time is short, that 
these fast-fleeting hours in which we Jive wlll come 
to us no more, and we shall never again have a 
similar opportunity. The beloved Guardian has in no 
uncertain terms stated that the "pre-eminent task ... 
in this day" is Ha task. . . . so urgent" as to be 
"accorded priority over every other activity." Let 
us each one take to heart his passionate appeal. 

"However arduous the task; however formidable 
the exertions demanded of them; however afflictive 
the darts which their present enemies. as well as 
those whom Providence will through His mysterious 
dispensation raise up from within or from without, 
may rain upon them; however grievous the ordeal 
of temporary separation from the heart and nerve-
center of their Faith which future unforeseeable dis
turbances may impose upon them, I adjure them. 
by the precious blood that flowed in such great pro
fusion, by the lives of the unnumbered saints and 
heroes who were immolated, by the supreme and 
glorious sacrifice of the Prophet-Herald of our Faith, 
by the tribulations which its Founder Himself will
ingly underwent, so that His Cause might live, His 
Order might redeem a shattered world and its glory 

..might suffuse.the.entir.e. planet-Iadj.ure.them .. , .... to 
resolve never to flinch, never to hesitate, never to 
relax, until each and every objective ... has been 
fully consummated." 

Upon the immediate and continued response in each 
individual heart to this ringing call depend the victory 
of his precious and holy Crusade, the last world
encompassing Plan which his divinely-guided pen be
queathed to the believers. Never before in the history 
of the world have human beings been faced with such 
a staggering responsibility and such a blessed privilege. 
Now more than ever before the heroic pioneers must 
cling courageously to their vital outposts; a swift 
st~eam of new pioneers must flow out spontaneously, 
WIthout a moment's delay, to reinforce them; travelling 
teachers must dedicate themselves to the work both 
in far-off lands and on the critical Home Fronts; 
ample resources must be poured forth with unprec
edented generosity from hearts consecrated to nothing 
less than an overwhelming victory on every front. 
The success of the Crusade depends upon the individual 
believer arising to teach. For, as the beloved Guardian 
himseU has told us, "The unseen legions, standing rank 
upon rank, and eager to pour forth from the Kingdom 
on high the full measure of their celestial strength 
on the individual participants of this incomparably 
glorious Crusade, are powerless unl,ess and until each 
potential Crusader decides for himself, and perseveres 
in his determina lion, to rush into the arena of sacrifice 
ready to sacrifice his all for the Cause he is called 
upon to champion." 

"This challenge, so severe and insistent, and yet so 
glorious, faces no doubt primarily the individual be
liever on whom. in the last resort, depends the fate 
of the entire community . ... He it is who acts as one 
of the multitude of bricks which support the structure 
and insure the stability of the administrative edifice 
now being raised in every part of the world. Without 
his support, at once whOlehearted. continuous and 
generous, every measure adopted, and every plan 
formulated, by the Body which acts as the national 
representative of the commtulity to which he belongs, 
is foredoomed to failure. The World Center of the Faith 
itself is paralyzed if such a support on the part of the 
rank and file of the community is denied it. The 
Author of the Divine Plan Himself is impeded in His 
purpose if the proper instruments for the execution 
of His design are lacking." The beloved Guardian 
ends with this stern warning: "The sustaining strength 
of Baha'u'llith Himself, the Founder of the Faith, will 
be withheld from every and each individual who fails 
in the long run to arise and play his part." 

We feel confident that the friends in every COrner 
of the Baha'i world, fully aware of the gravity of the 
crisis facing them, and unified as never before by the 
sacrifice of the life of Our beloved Guardian, will 
arise as one soul in many bodies in a mighty forward 
surge to complete as an immortal monument to his 
memory the triumph of his holy Crusade. 

The Hands of the Faith eagerly and confidently 
anticipate that upon the unassailable foundation of 
this united victory brought about by the consecrated 
devotion of the friends, there will be raised up the 
crowning glory of all, the Universal House of Justice, 
and once again a precious source of divine infallibility 
will return to the earth with the establislunent of that 
Supreme Body on the occasion of the Most Great 



~ __ ~ J ul;Uee in_l963=thl'-W.ID:ltL{;ong~es~ --"alle<l J;y: __ our 
beloved Guardian himself, a glorious and befitting 
fulfillment of his life of complete sacrifice. 

Of this Most Great Jubilee, the Guardian has writ
ten: "The Lord of Hosts, the King of Kings, has 
pledged unfailing aid to every crusader battling for 
His Cause. Invisible battalions are mustered, rank 
upon rank, ready to pour forth reinforcements from 
on High .... Baha'u'llah's army of light is standing 
on the threshold of the Holy Year. Let them, as they 
enter it, vow with one voice, one heart, one soul, 
never to tum back in the entire course of the fateful 
decade ahead until each and every one will have con
tributed his share in laying on a world-wide scale an 
unassailable administrative foundation for Baha'u'llah's 
Christ-promised Kingdom on earth, swelling thereby 
the chorus of universal jubilation wherein earth and 
heaven will join, as prophesied by Daniel, echoed by 
'Abdu'l-Baha: 'on that day will the faithful rejoice 
with exceeding gladness.' " 

With grateful hearts for the love that has bound us 
all so closely together, with undeviating confidence 
and hop e, the Hands of the Faith invoke the divine 
promise of the Revealer of our Faith: "Unloose your 
tongues and proclaim unceasingly His Cause. This 
shall be better for you than all the treasures of the 
past and of the future, if ye be of them that compre
hend this truth. . . . I swear by Him Who is the 
Truth! Ere long will God adorn the beginning of the 
Book of Existence with the mention of His loved ones 
who have suffered tribulation in His path, and jour
neyed through the countries in His Name and for His 
praise. Whoso hath attained their presence will glory 
in their meeting, and all that dwell in every land will 
be illumined by their memory .... Vie ye with each 
other in the service of God and of His Cause. This is 
indeed what profiteth you in this world, and in that 
which is to come." 

In the service of the beloved Guardian, 
'AMATU'r.-B.m.i. WILLIAM SEARs 

RUBiYYm KHANuM LEROY loAs 
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Mansion of Bah3'u'l13h 
Bahji, 'Akka, Israel 
N ovem ber 30, 1958 

Your National Assembly is placing in the Hands of 
every member of the Am~rican Baha'i community a 
copy of the message issued to the Baha'is of East 
and West dated at the Mansion of Baha'u'IIa.h, Bahji, 
November 30, 1958. 

This message represents the fruitful outcome of the 
second annual conference of the Chief Steward·s of 
Bahatu'Jl:ih's embryonic World Commonwealth held in 
the Holy Mansion from November 21 through Novem
ber 30. Its purpose is to present to the Baha'i World 
Community a unified spiritual understanding of the 
conditions existing within the community at this time 
and to address an impassioned appeal to every be
liever and every Baha'i institution to strive for the 
successful achievement of the Crusade goals that still 
lie ahead, together with complete assurance that the 
powers of God will reinforce the efforts of the sincere 
and devoted souls. 

The National Spiritual Assembly urges each Baha'i 
to ponder this message until he grasps its full import 
and significance. For in these words we possess a 
faithful reflection of the beloved Guardian's plans and 
hopes for the success of the Crusade based upon the 
Master's Tablets of the Divine Plan by 1963, a date 
associated with the prophecy of Daniel. As has been 
repeated many times, these present years are dark 
with peril for mankind, and the consolidation of the 
Baha'i World Community represents the sole hope of the 
future. Nothing short of the election of the Universal 
House of Justice will suffice, for the House of Justice 
will apply the laws of the new era, and deal with all 
problems confronting the Faith of Baha'u'llah. In this 
sacred institution the divine gift of infallibility will 
again provide truth and guidance to mankind. Infalli
bili ty gives us the supreme and perfect assurance that 
ours is indeed the religion of God. 

In addition to prayerful study by individuals, this 
document provides a basis for action by all Assem
blies, local and national, and is to be the subject of 
frequent consultation as well as reference. 

What unspeakable blessing is ours, dear friends and 
co-workers, that the beloved Guardian provided Baha'is 
who can serve as a bridge between the passing of 
Shoghi Effendi and the election of a God-inspired 
House of Justice! 

In the light of the powers and functions conferred 
upon that body, in passages of 'Abdu'l-Baha cited in 
this message, we are freed of any apprehension that 
the death of Shoghi Effendi befell us as a calamity 
capable of destroying our hope in a golden age, the 
establishment of the Kingdom on earth. 

The hour of our final and irrevocable decision to 
fulfil or to betray our sacred trust is upon us_ May 
we partake of the love and confirmation assured each 
and every follower of Baha'u'llah! 

-NATIONAL SPDUTUAL ASSEl'wIBLY 

Insert in BAH.A'i NEWS 
January 1959 
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W;HENEVER religion becomes a matter. of passive 
belief and the performance of ritual, human SO~ 

ciety reveals fatal symptoms of self-destruction. At 
such a time the Prophet manifests the Divine Will, re
vealed as hope to those who recognize Him but as 
terror to those who deny. 

In the Faith of Baha'u'llah the nature and purpose 
of religion is for the first time completely unveiled. 
We who recognize in Baha'u'llah the Word of God are 
called upon to demonstrate what faith in God actually 
means at this stage in the evolution of man and 
society_ 

For Baha'is not only have access to truth; we not 
only have before us supreme examples of heroism 
and sacrifice; we not only stand obligated to exercise 
certain virtues and qualities; above all we are spiritu
ally obligated to establish the new world order, with 
its local, national, and international elective institu
tions. 

It is through the Baha'i community that the bless
ings of the new day are poured forth. The more 
unified and active our commWlity. the greater the 
bounty received in terms of assurance, justice, peace, 
brotherhood, a:t;ld true progress. 

Your National Spiritual Assembly is grieved and 
shocked to report a poor attendance at state conven
tions and a small number of votes cast by mail. Such 
a situation appears as a symptom of an ill that must 
be cured before it becomes a disaster to ourselves, 
our nation, our -religion, and to the world. 

Is the potency of our faith so weak that we tend to 
reduce the teachings of Baha'u'llah to mere passive 
beliefs? Have we become like the Christians, whose 
religion no longer guides the individual nor determines 
the great issues of a civilization? 

Beloved t~nds! Your National Spiritual Assembly 
appeals t~' eveliy individual believer to realize that 
our first +and m9st important Baha'i obligation is to 
take an ':I.ctive part in the life of the Baha'i com
munity. Let 'us
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each resolve to attend each Nineteen
Day Feast with a heartfelt devotion to our fellow-be-

lievers. Let us share our resources with the local and 
national Baha'i Funds. Let us open our homes for 
teaching inquirers. Let us realize that from day to day 
our individual lives, unassuming though they may out
wardly appear, contain the germ of superhuman qual
ity and influence bestowed upon us by our Creator. The 
buried seed cannot yield up its treasure in cold, hard 
earth, nor can our latent virtues and capacities mani
fest their powers in an indifferent personality, 

It is not for any of us to cherish indifference as a 
reaction to what other believers do or fail to do. We 
each stand forth in the eyes of God as His creation, 
meriting His blessing or His condemnation, as weighed 
in the scales of perfect love and justice. As others 
join us in our effort to create unity. the rivulet of 
individual resolve becomes the irresistible torrent. 

Upon the Baha'is of the world rests the future des
tiny of mankind. We who call ourselves Baha'is, let 
us disclose the mystery of faith to our fellow men. 
This is the eloquence which surpasses the powers of 
speech, the understanding which human education can 
never bestow. Unity, tender and compassionate, can 
alone survive the imminent perils of our day. 

-U,S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

William Sears, Hand of the (ause, 
To Serve in the Western Hemisphere 

The American Hands ot the Cause have been in
formed by the Hands of the Faith in the Holy Land 
that it has been decided William Sears "will proceed 
to the Western Hemisphere and reside there for the 
present, He will serve with the other Hands of the 
Cause residing in that hemisphere." 

When Mr, Sears arrives in America plans will be 
formulated under which he will visit local communi
ties in the United States, and as far as possible in 
Alaska and Canada_ 

---CORINNE TRUE 

HORACE HOLLEY 

) 
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First Visit of a Hand of the Cause to Fiji and Samoa Islands 

Brings Great Bounty to Baha'is and Warm Public Reception 

HAND of the Cause Enoch Olinga, following his nine
day visit to New Zealand in October 1958 (January 

BAHA'i NEWS), journeyed to Fiji and Samoa, where he 
and the Message he brought were as warmly Teceived 
as in New Zealand. 

On Sunday evening, October 26, Miss Lily Buksh had 
the great bounty and privilege of meeting and wel
coming the first Hand of the Cause to visit the Fiji 
Islands_ From the very moment that he stepped from 
the plane, Enoch Olinga radiated love and joy to all he 
met. Even the Fijian porters refused to take the cus
tomary tip for carrying his luggage, as they felt that 
here, indeed? was someone different. 

The following morning Mr. Olinga was driven by 
friends to Sigatoka, where it had been arranged that he 

Reproduction Of a photo-mural in the [sraeli Pavitlion 
at the BTussels WOTld's Fair, showing the Bay of (Akkci, 

the city Haifa, and the Shrine of the Bcib. 

contact an isolated Fijian Baha'i who was able to intro
duce him to several friends, and a small gathering 
ensued that evening. The result was that some Indian 
school teachers were so impressed that they sent a 
special request to Suva that they be allowed to arrange 
a public meeting for him to address upon his return 
from Samoa. This was agreed upon. 

First Publi" Prodamation of Faith in Suva 
On Tuesday Mr. Olinga arrived in Suva, where he 

spent forty-three crowded hours before leavIDg for 
Apia. He was first taken to the radio station, where 
an interview was recorded. Then he was taken by a 
Fijian Baha'i for an interview with a reporter of the 
local newspaper. As a result of this, a sympathetic 
article on the Baha'i Teachings appeared in the press 
on the morning of the public meeting. 

His first evening in Suva was spent with the Baha'is 
who had gathered at the F.I,,<,iratu'I-Quds to meet him. 
After lovingly greeting everyone, he conveyed words 
of greeting from the Hands of the Faith in Haifa, and 
from the Baha!is of Africa, Australia, and New Zealand. 

He spoke of his experiences with the Guardian, and 
emphasized the Guardian·s words that in these days 
it was not enough just to agree and sympathize with 
the fine ideals of the Baha'i Faith. We must be con
verted to the Faith. But conversion was not enough, 
we had to have faith. But faith was not enough alone, 
we had to have great love. And even that was not 
enough, we had to tea ch the people and spread the 
Cause throughout all the peoples of the world. The 
Baha'is should not remain passive, but should become 
dynamic. 

Previously the Fijian Baha'is had worked quietly 
among the people, without attracting any public at
tention, but with such a distinguished visitor coming 
it was determined to seize the opportunity to come 
out into the open,.: The task was then to make sure 
that the Suva Town Hall was filled for this occasion. 

The public meeting was adv-ertised over the radio in 
both the Hindustani and Fiji languages, 400 invitations 
were distributed, and the information was passed 
around verbally. 

As a result people of four races, representing five 
major religions, packed into Town Hall. It was esti
mated that over 400 persons listened raptly, sympa
thetically, and admiringly to Mr. Olinga's message. 
The leaders of an Indian religious society approached 
the Baha'is with a plea that they be allowed to ar
range another public meeting during the few days that 
he would be in Suva upon his return from Samoa, and 
that the Baha'is were to be their invited guests. 

Early Thursday morning Enoch Olinga left by flying 
boat for Apia. 

Bus Load of Baha'Is Give Samoan Wel,,·orne , 
On the day of Mr. Olinga's arrival·.in..--Samoa, Oc

tober 29. the friends hired a bus to travel the twenty
two miles to the airport to welcome him. On the way 
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Model of the Baha'i House 01 Worship now under con
struction near Sydney~ Australia. 

stops were made at the different villages to gather 
those friends that could come, and by the time the air~ 
port was reached about thirty believers eagerly 
awaited the arrival of their first Hand of the Cause 
and their first African brother. 

How lovingly he met the friends, and how they re
turned his love t Soon he was laden with the South 
Pacific welcome~ as lei upon lei of beautiful fragrant 
blossoms were laid upon his shoulders. After greeting 
the friends he gave a short talk in which he conveyed 
the love and greetings of the revered Hands of the 
Cause in the Holy Land and the friends in all the coun
tries he had visited. 

That evening an assembly meeting had been ar
ranged to officially welcome Mr, Olinga, and to dis
CUSs with him the many problems confronting the as
sembly, particularly teaching work. During this ses
sion much valuable guidance was given by Mr. Olinga, 
and his comments were of great benefit to the assem
bly. No public meetings, press, or radio interviews 
were arranged, as the a'ssembly did not think it wise at 
the present stage of development of the Faith in the 
Samoan Islands. 

A special meeting for close contacts in the Apia area 
was held on Thursday night, and about twenty people 
attended. Mr. Olinga gave an inspiring talk on the 
Faith, and this was followed by a spirited discussion 
for several hours. 

On Friday evening a meeting of all the Baha'is of the 
Samoan Islands had been arranged. The Baha'is and 
their contacts totalled over fifty persons, listening to 
Mr. Olinga's words and asking many questions. 

As the friends in the villages wanted to show their 
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hospitality and gratitude, and time was limited, they 
decided to combine into two meetings. On Saturday. 
November I, a party of the Apia friends accompanied 
Mr. Olinga to Fasito'otai, where the Baha'is of the vil
lage of Fasito'outa, Nofoaliti, and Fasito'otai had ar
ranged a meeting. He was made ceremoniously wel
come in a fale (Samoan house), beautifully decor
ated for the occasion, by the chiefs of the villages, 
Baha'i and non-Baha'i, and speeches of welcome were 
made. 

Highest Samoan Honor Given by Chief. 

Mr. Olinga gave a short talk in reply on the unity of 
mankind and religion., This was followed by the king's 
kava ceremony. which is the highest honor that can be 
offered in Samoan custom. He was then presented with 
a kava root, and another was presented by the Baha'is, 
to be taken to the Holy Land. 

In Samoa the fale has no fixed walls, and so all 
afternoon people came by, watched, and listened. Many 
chlidren gathered around, as if drawn by a magnet. 
The Baha'i children presented a beautiful program, and 
many were moved to tears to hear the gems of Baha
'u'lhlh from their lips. 

The villages then served a feast, Samoan style, for 
all present. When Mr. OJinga departed, he left behind 
him an excited throng of people. 

Construction of the Austratian Baha'i House of Worship 
near Sydney had reached this stage in Novemher 1958. 
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Sunday afternoon was devoted to a meeting of the 

Leauva'a, Malie and Afega Baha'! groups. It was held 
in Leauva'a at the home of one of the BahA'is, and was 
attended by several non-Baha'i chiefs and contacts. 
Here Mr. Olinga was again welcomed, and he spoke 
about the Faith. Much time was devoted to questions 
and answers, which were most fruitful, This was fol
lowed by a Samoan feast. 

That evening many of the friends called to say fare-
. well, and to listen to Mr. Olinga's words for the last 

time. He lovingly presented each Baha'i family with a 
beautiful picture of j Abdu 'l-Baha, and there were tears 
in many eyes. 

Very early the next morning he left by car for the 
. airport, but even at that hour the friends in the vil
lages were gathered at the roadside along his route 
for one last farewell and the placing of the fragrant 
flowered leis upon his shoulders. 

No words can adequately express the spirit, love, 
and harmony that pervaded all these meetings in Sa
moa. The friends said it was as if the hearts were 
singing. It was a tremendous experience for the local 
believers, whose horizons had been widened, whose de
votion had been deepened, and whose desire to serve 
the Cause has been manifestly increased. 

'j Return to Fiji 

Me. Olinga's first appointment upon his arrival back 
in the Fiji Islands was a visit to a village school. It 
had been his special request that he be enabled to visit 
a Fijian village, and a Baha'i school master had ar
ranged that Mr. Olinga might visit the village where 
he was teaching. 

He addressed the children after being entertained 
with song and dance, and later spoke informally to 
their teachers over a cup of tea. Before leaving, the 
BabA'i visitors were invited. to a Fijian bure for a de-

First Baha'i burial ground in Japan, tocated in Ashiya
shi. The land, 623 square meters in area J • was pur
chased by A. KatiTai, pioneer from iran, and donated 
to the National Spiritual Assembly of North East Asia 

fOT use by Ba~uPis of the Osaka area. 
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FiTSt Local Spiritual Assembly of the Bah.a'is of Nuku'
alof~, Tonga, fonned on April 21, 1958, an4 inCOT"pOTated 
in November. Th.ls is the fiTst local assembly Of the 

Tonga islands, a U.S. goal. 

Ii.dous meal o.f native foods. The journey back up the 
rIver late at nIght was very relaxing, and those present 
will long cherish pleasant memories of his voice rising 
above the sound of the motor as he taught the party its 
first Bahll' i song. 

The second public meeting in Suva was held in a 
motion picture theater which had been loaned to the 
Baha'is free of charge. Once again almost 400 peo
ple of many races and religions gathered to hear his 
address. 

Mr. Olinga left Suva early next morning for his last 
appointment. in Sigatoka. Some of the friends gathered 
at the bus stop to bid him farewell, and as he left a 
much-needed rain gently began to fall, to mingle with 
the tears of the friends. 

The public meeting arranged by the friends at Sig
atoka also proved to be most successful, and although 
this is only a small township, almost 300 people gath
ered to welcome him and to hear his message. 

The hearts of the friends in all of Fiji are very full 
as a result of Enoch Olinga's visit. It is their earnest 
intention to foster the growth of the many seeds sown 
by his visit, to keep the Faith before the public, and 
to rededicate themselves anew to the great tasks that 
lie ahead. 

National Spiritual Assembly of South Pacific 

To be Formed in Suva. Fiji Islands, in April 
The formation of the first Regional Spiritual Assem

bly of the BaM' is of the South Pacific will take 
place in Suva, Fiji Islands, during the first Annual 
Convention of the believers of that area on April 24-
26,1959. 

This is one of the World Crusade goals assigned by 
Shoghi Effendi to the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of the United States. A teaching conference 
the day preceding the Convention will be open to all 
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First BaIui', group Of Phnom-Penh. Cambodia. with 
Jamshed Fozdar, member Of the Auxiliary Board for 

Asia, 

Baha'is, whether delegates or visitors. The following 
information will be helpful to believers planning to 
attend: 

1. Visas will be required by all non-British subjects. 
Applications for visas should be made to the nearest 
British Consulate. 

2. All must have a return ticket and sufficient funds 
for the period of their stay in Suva, or be in pos
session of a sea or air ticket to a destination outside 
lbe Fiji Islands to which he or she has right of entry. 

3. All must carry small pox inoculation certificates, 
except people from New Zealand and the surrounding 
Pacific islands, 

4. Native peoples are not normally carried by ship
.ping or air lines without prior approval of the Im
migration Department. It is very important, therefore, 
that the names and addresses of native Baha'is plan
ning to attend the Convention be sent to the Convention 
Arrangements Committee in Suva so that it may take 
the necessary steps to obtain clearance. 

5. Requests for hotel Or other housing reservations 
should be sent to the Convention Arrangements Com
mittee giving the expected date of arrival and the 
anticipated length of stay. The living costs per day 
range from £ 3.5 to £ 1. 76 (Fiji pounds). The address of 
the Committee is: Miss Irene Jackson, c/o Fiji Broad
casting Commission, P. O. Box 334, Suva. Fiji Islands. 

6. All Baha'is expecting to attend the Convention 
and/or teaching conference must carry with them 
proper credentials from their National Spiritual As
sembly. 

-u.S. NATIONAL SPIRI'I'UAL ASSE1I4BLY 

Baha'i International Community Takes Part 

In Re<ent United Nations Activities 
Our collective international relations with the United 

Nations have been greatly strengthened in recent 
months through the following developments. 

The Baha'i International Community was authorized 
to appoint observers to attend a conference of Mrican 
nations held in Addis Ababa for ten days beginning 

~-L ____ _ 

December 29. Three observers were requested to serve: 
Ali Nakhjavani, Gila Behta and Charles Hassan. 

The United Nations for the first time has published 
a ILlist of non-governmental organizations recognized 
by the United Nations Office of Public Information 
for 1958." Photostats of lbe pages bearing the titles 
and the name of the Baha'i International Community 
have 'b€en sent the various national spiritual assem
blies as a prestige item. 

Twenty-six national assemblies have sent Baha'i In
ternational Community letters endorsing the Genocide 
Convention as follows :-"Since the teaching and prac
tice of the oneness of mankind is the cornerstone of 
the religion revealed by Baha'u'llah, His followers 
throughout our jurisdiction recognize the vital impor
tance of the Genocide Convention for assuring the pro
tection of small and helpless races and peoples." 

-BAHA~t INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 

National By-Laws Amended to Provide 

For Alaska's Admission as a State 
Since the Territory of Alaska has become a State 

of the United States, but possesses its own independ
ent and permanent National Spiritual Assembly, the 
By-Laws of the Declaration of Trust have 'had to be 
amended so as to recognize this fact. 

The amendment appears in the National By-Laws, 
Article 2, which now reads as follows: "The Baha'is 
of the United States, for whose benefit this trust is 
maintained, shall consist of all persons resident in the 
several States, TerritOTies Or Federal Districts of the 
United States, except Alaska, who are accepted by 
the National Spiritual Assembly as fulfilling the re
quirements of membership in the Baha'i community 
... ," etc. 

Believers are requested to add the words Hexcept 
Alaska" to their personal copies of the Declaration 
of Trust. This amendment will be included in the next 
printing of the pamphlet.· 

-U.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Baha'i schoo~ Of Trung Giang, Central Vietnam. The 
1;ia+iratu'l.-Quds, in the background, serves atso as the 

school buHding. 
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Teaching Tour of Chile by National Assembly Representative 

Includes Visit to Southernmost Community of Baha'i World 
/ 

AN EXTENDED teaching toUT throughout Chile was 
made in October and November 1958 by Salvador 

Torma as representative of the National Spiritual As
sembly of Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay, and 
Uruguay_ Following are some of the interesting high
lights of his trip: 

In Punta Arenas, the friends received the visiting 
Baha'i with great joy, saying: "We often have the sen
sation of being on another continent due to our geo
graphic isolation." His opening words were: "Punta 
Arenas can be proud of being in a strategic place in 
the world spiritually. It is like a lighthouse in the 
southernmost part of the world." Excellent publicity 
was given in the newspaper Prensa AustTal and Sr. 
Tormo, with Sra. Dora de Handler, spoke over Radio 
Polar on the topic: "N ew Horizons." 

How necessary it is that those who can travel visit 
isolated Punta Arenas, is reflected in their local Bulle
tin: "Our community feels spiritually renewed ... 
his words of stimulation invigorated our spirits and 
hearts and gave us the necessary energy to begin a 
new era of greater activities." Rul;1iyyih lQIimum 
wrote to this community in January 1958: "Your com
munity had a special place in the heart of our beloved 
Guardian ... he attributed great importance to the 
Lamp of Baha'u'llah which shines in that southern
most goal of our Faith." 

.On Chiloe Island, where the lone pioneer, Mrs. Louise 
Groger, stays steadfastly at her post, Sr. Tormo was 
able to give the Message to nine of her contacts. Later 
she wrote that one lady returned with her daughter 
the next day to talk about "What is a Baha'i?" and 
promised to invite other neighbors to come to learn 
about the Faith. 

Meeting held du't"ing the Regional Teaching Conference 
at Quilpue, Chile, in November 1958. 

Mrs. Louise Groger at her pioneer post on ChUoe 
Islands. She ma't"kets her vegetables, and states that 
prospective pionee't"s can earn a living fTom the tand. 

In Santiago a number of meetings were held, as well 
as a radio talk and interview with the editor of the 
newspaper La N acion. 

In nearby ViTia del Mar, Sr. Torma had the moving 
experience of talking over the radio, addressing words 
to the Juan Fernandez Island Baha'is, giving his loving 
greetings to them and the inhabitants of that island. 
The friends were delighted to hear his VOice, as Sr. 

Sr. Tormo giving a talk over Radio Polar at Punta 
A't"enas~ Chile, in October 1958. 
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Some of the farm workers who were given the Bahn'i 
Message at Loncoche, Chile, on the site of fhe Tempte 
·Land, Nanonat Endowment, and annual Baha'i Summer 

Schoo!, October 1958. 

and Sra. Tormo were the Knights of Baha'u'llah who 
brought to birth their first local assembly. 

In Loncoche, Sr. Tormo spoke to nineteen farmwork
ers on the grounds where the Temple site and National 
Endowment is located, and where the Loncoche In
ternational Baha'i Summer School is held nine days 
each summer. In the little city of Loncoche. the editor 
of the newspaper La Epoca asked him to stay an extra 
day to give a public talk. The decision was quickly 
made and Sr. Tormo, with Sra. Fabienne Guillen, made 
a house-to-house visit that same night, giving personal 
invitations to attend the meeting. 

The next day forty-five people came to hear the talk, 
including the important people of the town. The topic 
was~ HIs There a Solution for This World Crisis?" After 
his departure, Sra. Guillon told of her happiness to 
learn that the Baha'i Teachings were being discussed 
'·on all the street corners of the town." A number of 

Baha~i meeting in Punta Arenas, Chile, in October 1958, 
with. Nationa~ Assemb~y representative Sa'vador Tor

mo, front center. 
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residents have expressed their interest in attending 
the forthcoming Summer School. 

In Quilpue, the Valparaiso and Quilpue friends, and 
others able to attend, held a successful Regional Teach
ing Conference of about forty Baha'is. Sr. Tormo said: 
"It was a marvelous conference, characterized by an 
elevated spirit of unity." The owner of the salon where 
the public meeting was held expressed his· feelings elo
quently with the desire to become a Baha'i. The de
liberations of the conference in the gardens of the 
Bulling home were also "magnificient." with the "mani
festation of the spirit of hospitality and love of that 
Baha'i family." 

There, too, a joyful surprise awaited Sr. Tormo as 
two married couples with their children, and another 
young man from Juan Fernandez Island (all now living 
on the mainland of Chile), came forward to embrace 
him. 

Leaving Chile, Sr. Torma visited briefly Mendoza 
Argentina, where a poignant incident took p)ace re: 
minding us of the prisoners' ·plea to the Frankfurt 'Con- . 
ference to search out those in the prisons and give 
them the Message. 

A young prisoner had become interested in the Faith 
and had a copy of Baha.'u'Uah and the New Era in 
prison with him. Sr. Tormo was given permission to 
visit him, although it was not a scheduled visiting day. 
The young man spoke enthusiastically and intelligently 
about the Teachings, saying that if Sr. Tormo had come 
the next day. he would have introduced several other 
young men to whom he was giving the Teachings. 

As they took leave of each other. the prison guard 
and chief standing nearby were greatly affected to see 
the two men embrace each other as a father would 
embrace a loved SOD. Sr. Tormo later said: "I felt im
pelled to give him a strong embrace . the emotion 
I felt at that time is unexplainable .. a heavenly 
experience." 

i~FTUits of the Ten-Year Crusade": Sr. Tormo with 
Juan Ferna:ndez: Island Baha'is and their children. at 

QuiIpue, Chile, in November 1958. 
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Brussels Assembly Publicizes Relationship 

of Faith to United Nations Organization 
Baha'is of Belgium ably demonstrated their sincere 

interest and cooperation with the work of United Na
tions in 1958. Brussels, Antwerp, Charleroi, and Liege 
Baha'is held public meetings in each city with good 
newspaper publicity resulting. L~ A/rique et Ie Monde, 
published in Brussels, gave twenty-seven column inches 
to a story on the principles of the Faith, and its re
relationship to United Nations, following a public talk 
given at the Brussels Center. 

As a member of the Baha'i International Community 
represented by the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of the United States, the Brussels Assem
bly has been placed on the regular mailing list for 
'documentation and visual aids produced by UNESCO 
and distributed from Paris. Sufficient copies are sup
plied to provide each communtiy and group in Belgium, 
Holland, and Luxembourg, 

Kampala Assembly Secures Land 

For a Baha'i Burial Ground 
Formal application for land for a Baha'i cemetery 

to the Kampala, Uganda, Municipal Council has been 
made by the Kampala Local Spiritual Assembly, fol
lowing preliminary inquiries. 

A meeting was called with the Medical Officer of 
Health, and the Parks and Cemeteries Superintendent. 
and a piece of land was offered in one of the municipal 
cemeteries. This was accepted by the Kampala As
sembly, and by December 4, 1958, all details were 
cleared up and a plot of land was marked out for the 
Baha'i Faith in the Nakawa Cemetery. 

The Baha'i plot is pleasantly located, shaded with tall 
eucalyptus trees, and has a metalled road to its en
trance. It is almost 1200 square yards in area, with 
space for about forty graves. 

A fenc~ of flowering shrubbery ensures its privacy 
from the surrounding graveyards, and the Baha'is have 
permission to improve the hedge, to layout paths, and 
generally to make it a place of simple beauty. 

Northwest Africa Teaching Committee Issues 

Bi-Monthly Newsorgan, "The Crusader" 
Northwest Africa's Regional Teaching Committee 

Number Seven for Liberia and Sierra Leone recently 
distributed the first issue of its publication, The Cru
sader. 

The objectives of the newsorgan, according to the 
introductory statement made by the RTC, are to serve 
as "a source of news, hope, and inspiration" to the 
friends, to act as a means of promulgating official 
notices, and to help unite the region in itself and each 
believer to the international Baha'i community. In an 
excellent effort to achieve these objectives the nine· 
page paper devoted space almost equally to each. 

The leading news item was a report on the construc
tion of the Mother Temple of Africa. It spoke of pro».. 
lems concerning the er.ection of the dome structure 
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and the finish work, which is scheduled for completion 
by mid-1959. Another item welcomed the timely re
turn of a pioneer -to Liberia. Two others saluted in
digenous pioneers who are currently serving at dif
ficult, isolated posts. 

The notices for the two-month period included the 
scheduled meetings of the three local spiritual as
semblies, weekly public meetings and a detachable r~ 
minder-calendar of Nineteen-Day Feasts and Holy 
Days. 

In several articles the paper fulfilled its fWlction as 
a source of instructive information. Various aspects 
of the Baha'i life were touched upon, and the iirst of 
a series of "Health and Home" was presented. 

The friends in Area Seven are to be congratulated 
on their achievement. The Crusader is a paper proudly 
added to the family of Baha'i publications. 

40 Baha'is of Eritrea and Ethiopia Attend 

Third Annual Summer School in Asmara 
The third Baha'i Summer School of Asmara, Eritrea, 

held on August 23 to 31, 1958, was an attempt to 
fulfill the wishes of the Guardian, when, in his cable 
of September 1957 addressed to Asmara. he assured 
the friends of his fervent prayers for the expansion of 
this important institution. Adiugri, a small village 
about sixty kilometers outside Asmara, was chosen to 
witness the sowing of the "establishment of order in 
the world and of the tranquillity of its people .... " 

During a whole week over forty friends lived together 
in the Hotel Bellavista, sharing the same spirit, devo
tional gatherings, Holy Writings, classes, discussions, 
and recreation. 

Friends from many places in Eritrea and Ethiopia 
came to partake of this true Baha'i life: Addis Ababa, 
Gondar, Adiqualla, Massawa, Agordat, Barentu, and 
Asmara. A further blessing was the presence of Eri
trean Baha'i ladies among the new believers that were 
attending their first summer school. 

A diversified program covered these subjects: 
"Baha'i Administration" by Charles Hassan of Addis 
Ababa, "Baha'i Historylt by Dr. Hushang Ahdieh of 
Asmara, "Islam" by Mrs. Jeanne Mesbah of Asmara, 
"The Laws and Ordinances of Baha'u'llah" by Dr. Far
houmand, and IIMeditatinn" by Dr. Walter Nieder· 
reiter. 

In the evenings, Mrs. Niederreiter. who had recently 
returned from Frankfurt, Germany. spoke about the 
Intercontinental Conference there. Her eloquent way 
of presenting the' spirit of this conference was deeply 
felt by everyone. 

Interesting and important discussions followed every 
session, especially after reading Teaching PrDblems by 
Rul>iyyih Khanum. 

The youth of Asmara showed their desire to deepen 
their lmowledge as Baha'is by taking an active part 
in all the activities of the school. 

To close this wonderful summer school, the Youth 
Committee of Asmara presented a play, "The Assem· 
bly's Growing Pains," by RiilJiyyih Iibimum. This 
play was later filmed as a record of this historical 
summer school, which is "to evolve into the Baha'i 
universities of the future." 

-JEANNE MESEAH 
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Top left: The Local Spiritual Assembly 01 the Baha'is 
of Asmara, Eritrea, which received tegat recognition 
as a religious body by the Government of Eritrea on 

November 13, 1958. 

Lower left: Third annual Baha'i Summer School held 
at Asmara on August 23-31, 1958. 

Top right: Baha'is of Asmara ·attending a recent youth 
conference. 

Lower right: Land for the lja?iratu'l-Quds 01 Asmara. 
Another goal recently achieved is the acquisition and 
government approval of a burial ground for the Asmara 

Baha'i community. 
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Asmara Baha'i Community 

Attains New Goals for Faith 
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Religious and Civic Groups Join in Observance 
of Human Rights Day at Baha'i Temple 

A tenth anniversary celebration of the Universal Dec
laration of Human Rights was held in Foundation Hall 
of the Baha'i Temple on the evening of December 8, 
co-sponsored by the Baha:is in surr0llD:di.ng com~u
nities and the following religious and CIV1C orgamza
tions: Evanston Human Relations Council; United Na
tions Association of Evanston; North Shore Human 
Relations COWlcil; American Jewish Committee, and 
the Catholic Interracial Council. 

An appropriate atmosphere was established for the 
meeting by the playing of a recording, loaned by Sta
tion WEAW of Evanston, of the preamble to the Uni
versal Declaration of Human Rights made by Sir Laur
ence Olivier, the English actor, at the first anniversary 
of that Declaration in New York City. 

Dr. John Slawson of New York City, member of the 
executive committee of the United States National 
Commission to UNESCO, ani! executive vice-president 
of the American Jewish Committee. was the keynote 
speaker, reviewing in an authoritative manner the his
toric first Universal Declaration, the progress made 
since that tim·e and the weaknesses and problems that 
presently exist: making impossible a realization of the 
full import of that Declaration. 

A four-member panel, as follows, then proceeded to 
comment on various aspects of the bill of human
rights, its successes and failures: ,. civil~ . Dr. Sarah 
Martin Pereira, member of the Baha I Auxihary Teach
ing Board and professor of lan~uages ~t. Termessee A. 
and I. State University, NashVIlle; TehglOus~ Rev. Ty
ler Thompson, professor at Garrett Biblical Insti
tute; economic, Dr. Paul Mundy, head of Dept. of 80-

Baha'i display recenUy used in a bookstore window in 
POTto Alegre, BrazH. SimHar dispLays ha~e been ~x
hibited in Curitiba, Sao Pau~o, Rw de Jan~eTo, Bah'/.a, 

and Jundiai. 
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ciology at Loyola University; cultural, Maurice B. 
Mitchell, president of Encyclopaedia Britannica Films, 
Inc. Each panelist commented ably on his respective 
field, the latter three stressing mostly conditions that 
exist in the home communities of this area. 

After the panelists' presentations, a very lively dis
cussion period followed, with numerous questions be
ing asked. This enabled Dr. Pereira to illustrate ways 
in which the Baha'i Teachings apply to problems of 
human relations and human rights, and how they are 
resolved in the Baha'i community. 

A literature table, located near the entrance to 
Foundation Hall, permitted each sponsoring group to 
display literature on its organization, as well as ma
terials on the Declaration of Human Rights. In addition 
to this a special leaflet was prepared, giving some 
background on each organization and placed on all of 
the chairs so that each guest could have a copy. 

In spit-e of extremely inclement weather, with haz
ardous driving conditions and su~zero temperature, 
there was an attendance of over 200, about half of what 
was anticipated had the weather not been so severe. 

This tenth anniversary celebration had its inception 
when the National Spiritual Assembly approved a sug
g€stion from the Evanston Baha~i Assembly, who were 
in tum asked to take the initiative in planning such a 
meeting, with the support and co-operation of the Wil
mette, Winnetka, Waukegan, Chicago, Maywood, Elm
hurst, Batavia, and Oak Park Bah.a'i communities. 

All planning, publicity. and prepa ra Han of several 
thousand invitational flyers (which the American Jew
ish Committee prepared at" no cost in their Chicago of
fice) was handled by a central planning commitee com
posed of one representative from each sponsoring 
group. Mrs. EWlice Braun. chairman of the Evanston 
Baha'i Assembly, represented the Baha'is on this com
mittee, and took the initial steps in contacting and 
consulting with the other organizations that eventually 
resulted in a plan for the co-sponsored meeting. Mrs. 
Braun also opened the meeting, welcoming the guests 
to the Temple on behalf of the Baha'is, and extend
ing an invitation to visit the Temple auditorium after 
the meeting, which was kept open and lighted for this 
purpose. All of the speakers, and many guests, accepted 
this invitation, this being the first visit for many of 
them to the Baha'i Temple. 

Lee Thorpe of Evanston, chairman of the Evanston 
and also the North Shore Human Relations Councils, 
acted as moderator for the meeting. 

At the request of the committee, three members 
were suggested as hosts to the speaker and panelists 
at a dinner preceeding the meeting, as follows: Lee 
Thorpe, chairman of the planning committee; Dr. Wal
ter Zand, chairman of the Chicago chapter of. the 
American Jewish Committee, through whose auspIces 
Dr. Slawson was obtained as a speaker; and Mrs. Eu
nice Braun of the Evanston Assembly. This meeting en
abled the speaker and panelists to get acquainted with 
each other, and to make arrangements for the best or
der of presentation at the meeting. It was noted that 
quite a number of questions concerning the Faith were 
asked at this dinner, and Dr. Slawson, who showed a 
deep and respectful interest, reflected this in his 
opening comments at the public meeting in Foundation 
Hali. 

Dr. Sarah Pereira has reported that upon her re-
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turn to Nashville she received an invitation from Mrs. 
Johnson 01 Fisk University, widow of the late, famed 
president of Fisk, and present chairman of the Na
tional Council 01 Negro Women in Nashville, to give a 
report on the Wilmette observance at their next meet
ing in Nashville. Dr. Pereira feels that this offers a 
much-desired opportW1ity to make contact with Negro 
leaders of Nashville and acquaint them with the dis~ 
tinguishing features of the Baha'i Faith. 

The meeting itself offered excellent opportunity to 
make contact with several leading organizations, as 
well as with the outstanding speakers who participated 
in the program, and the many guests who attended_ 

v 

Beverly Hills Human Rights Day Observance 

Attracts Many New Contacts to Faith 
Beverly Hills, Calif., commemorated the tenth anni· 

versary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
with a meeting at the YMCA, attended by 100 persons, 
the majority of them guests who had had Uttle or no 
C<lntact previously with the Faith. 

A well-planned program began with a showing of the 
film, "Lady From Philadelphia," starring Marian An
derson, who was recently appointed as U.S. delegate 
to the Thirteenth General Assembly of the UN. The 
film first presented on the Edward R. Murrow tele
visi~n program last year, covered Miss Anderson's 
trip through the Far East as an emissary of the U.S. 
State Department, and was a vivid expression of the 
theme of Humal). Rights. 

Miss Helene Boughton, vice president of the Los An
geles chapter of the UN Association, spoke on the 
historical background of the Declaration and on cur
rent developments in upholding it within the UN. 
Charles Wolcott, member of the U.S. National Spiritual 
Assembly, followed, expressing the Baha'i viewpomt 
that all "human" rights originate with God_ 

The Beverly Hills Baha'is feel that the program, 
along with the fellowship that developed through a 
social period following it, and the literature presented 
to the guests, did much to encourage the interest of 
about twelve persons wishing to make a further study 
of the Faith. 

In addition to personal contacts, many types of ~ub
licity were used to attract attention to t~e meetmg, 
including newspaper ads, a feature story ill the local 
newspaper t spot announcements on local r.a~io stations, 
and invitation-programs sent to many CIVIC, cultural 
and service organizations. 

, 

Four Faiths Participate in Panel Discussion 

at Human Rights Day Observance in Boise 
'!he observance of HUman Rights Day in Boise, 

Idaho November 29, was sponsored by the Baha'is 
of Boise and Ada County communities in the YWCA 
in Boise. The speakers represented the Buddhist, Jew
ish, and Christian faiths, with Mrs. Jesma Herbert 
presenting the Baha'i view. This was the best attended 
meeting held by the Baha'is for some time, there be
ing fifty-one pres,ent, of whom twenty-three were 

guests. A Negro minister of the local Baptist Church 
was much impressed by Mrs. Herbert's presentation. 
The Jewish speaker stated he had never appeared on 
a panel with anyone so well-qualified_ 

A direct result of this meeting was an invitation 
from the Presbyterian Church for a Baha'i youth speak
er. An invitation also was received from the Buddhist 
speaker to attend the opening of the new Buddhist 
Temple in Ontario, Ore., in February. 

Correction in Message from Hands of Cause 

The friends are requested to make the following cor
r-ection in their copies of the Message from the Hands 
of the Cause dated November 30, 1958, which they re
ceived as an insert in the January issue of BAHA'i 
NEWS: page 1, second column, fifth last line, to read 
"the twenty-second year of its unfoldment ... " 

-U.S. NAT10NAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Baha'i Booth at Utah State Fair Attrach 

Many Thousands of Visitors 
The Baha'is of Utah recently united in a state-wide 

effort to present the Baha'i Faith to the public by 
preparing a well planned booth at the Utah State Fair 
in Salt Lake City_ More than half the population of 
Utah attended from September 12-22, offering a unique 
teaching opportunity to the Baha'is_ 

Baha'i commW1ities of Utah assisted in the work of. 
financing, building, and manning the booth_ Utah is 
fortunate in having Baha'is of many talents, with the 
result that the 16x16 foot square booth gradually took 

Bahci'i booth at the Utah State Fair in Salt Lake City 
from September 12-22, 1958. 
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on a professional appearance. 
The booth had a prize-winning appearance, from the 

draped ceiling to the carpeted floor. Symbols of the 
world's religions, Baha'i principles, and the names of 
the DivIne Revelators, strikingly lettered in brilliant 
gold on a soft black background, decorated the walls. 
Tasteful furnishings from Baha'i homes, and plants in 
green and red effectively set off the simple decor. Four 
spotlights illuminated the points of interest. 

The booth was open from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily, 
and was well served by Baha'i-s. The paid personnel of 
surrounding booths were constantly amazed by the 
spirit of service shown by the Baha'is. 

It was an exciting experience! When crowds were 
large, Baha'is, who "never convert," talked to inter
ested people in the booth, and even went out into the 
aisle to "buttonhole" more timid souls. Fifteen hun
dred pieces of Baha'i literature were given out selec
tively, to prevent careless discarding of it on the fair
grounds. A guest book was kept on the counter for the 
names of those desiring additional literature or notice 
of future meetings. 

It would seem likely that half of the 250,000 visitors 
passed the Baha'i booth? and, in doing so, had an op
portunity to learn of the Baha'i principles. Never be
fore has the Faith been so widely presented to the pub
lic in the State of Utah. The effort was extremely re
warding in the spread of the Message, as w-ell as to 
all of the individual Baha'is who served. A large per
centage of the Baha'is of the state joined in a spirit 
of service and, as a result, a new unity was found. 
All of those who cooperated in this effort, have been 
made aware of "a grace vouchsafed unto him who 
serves." 

Conway, Ark.. Methodist Student Movement 

Studies Baha'i Faith at Hendrix College 
The Methodist Students' Movement of the First Meth

odist Church of Conway, Ark., which draws its mem
bership from Hendrix College and the State Teachers 
College, invited Paul Pettit and Eldon Dennis to speak 
-on the Baha'i Faith on November 16, as a part of 
their study of various religions. 

The Baha'is were invited to spend the entire day 
with this group, and the whole day was spent in talking 
with them about the Faith. The day began at 9:45 
a.m. with a lecture at the church on the general 
principles of the Faith, attended by about forty-five 
persons. 

During lunch at Hendrix College a group of nineteen 
asked questions and sought additional information, then 
this group adjourned to the Faculty Lounge for further 
discussion lasting more than two hours. 

This was followed by dinner at the church, attended 
by about forty persons, during which time the stu
dents at the individual tables asked one question af
ter another. When dinner was over an hour's discussion 
of questions and answers followed, with fifty-six at
tending. When time ran out the questions were cur
tailed, and the meeting was brought to a close with 
a Baha'i prayer. However. about twenty students 
stayed and asked questions on an informal basis. 

Over 200 pieces of literature were distributed during 
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Second annual Summer School held at Asuncion~ Para
guay~ on December 13-14, 1958. 

the day, and many sincere comments and expressions 
of appreciation were given to Mr. Pettit and Mr. 
Dennis. The college president and the program chair
man remarked that the Baha'} Faith was the most 
interesting religion they had studied. 

Southern Rhodesia and Northern Mozambique 

Hold Area Teathing Conferente 
The Area Teaching Committee of Southern Rhodesia 

and Northern Mozambique held a successful Teaching 
Conference on November 15-16, 1958. 

Baha'is came from Bulawayo, and almost every 
Baha'i from the Salisbury area attended at 1east one 
of the sessions. 

The theme of the conference Was "Deepening." 
Lengthly and interesting discussions were held on these 
questions: What is the purpose of deepening, and How 
can we deepen ourselves in the Faith? 

In his opening remarks Hastings HOjane, chairman of 
the conference, said, "I wish you to join together in 
prayer and devotion." He said he believed that every
one realized the importance of the Area Teaching Com
mittee, and told us that we had come with two baskets 
within us, one full and the other empty. It was every
one's duty- to empty the one which was full, and to 
fill the other. By joining in the consultation and giving 
ideas, the full basket would be emptying; by listening 
and taking notes of what others said, we were filling 
the empty basket. 

The workshop method. proved very successful, and 
all discussions were more clearly understood when 
they were presented in a summary. It was brought out 
that the purpose of deepening was to enable us to 
stand fast and firmly as a tree with our roots firmly 
embedded in the teachings, and that we were not to 
be swayed from our truth. We can effectively deepen 
ourselves by constant attendance at regular meetings, 
by participating in teaching activities, and by follow
ing a well-planned teaching course from the Sacred 
Writings. 

The conference felt that there were new believers 
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that needed great assistance from the older Baha'is, 
and it was felt that they could grasp more of the 
Baha'i Teachings, and at the same time increase their 
interest, if given responsibility within their graspt and 
by being encouragoo to tqke part in extension teaching 
trips. 

After a recess for dinner, the friends gathered to 
hear messages from Hand of the Cause John Robarts. 
and from the National Teaching Committee. A talk 
was given by Mrs. Audrey Robarts on "Extension 
Teaching," which is our great need in spreading the 
Cause. 

On the next day the discussion touched mostly on 
"Baha~i Administration." It was brought out that know~ 
ing the Administration would enable us to love and 
appreciate any responsibility given us, that we would 
not absent ourselves from meetings unnecessarily, and 
that we would have confidence within ourselves in 
our teaching. 

Finally there was a quiz presented by Mrs. Florence 
Fatthe-Azam. The quiz was so arranged that the Ba
h.8.'ls wished they had read most of the books before 
the quiz! Later on a copy-list of where to find the 
answers in the Bahitti books was given for reference. 
This meant that the friends would have to look up 
the answers, and in doing so would help to deepen 
themselves. 

-SOUTH AND WEST A..rnICA NEWSLETTER 

Ten Latin American Countries Need More Pioneers 

To Attain Formation of National Assembly 
Following the beautiful and stirring message of No

vember 30 from our leaders. the Hands of the Cause 
of God, the Western Hemisphere Teaching Committee 
again renews its appeal for pioneer volunteers. No 

one whose heart throbs with love for Baha'u'llah has 
failed to be stirred by the joyful hope of the estab
lishment of the Universal House of Justice in 1963, nor 
by the appeal to each individual to do his share to 
bring the beloved Guardian's Crusade to a triumphant 
consummation. 

Twenty of the Pillars of the Universal House of Jus
tice-twenty new national spiritual assemblies-must 
be established in Latin America. While the past five 
and a half years have witnessed a great expansion of 
the Faith in many of these Republics. the minimum 
base for a national assembly, the required number 
of local assemblies set by the beloved Guardian still 
remains to be built in no less than ten of them. As 
pointed out by the Hands of the Cause, this year is 
critical. '!he required new local assemblies must be 
started immediately in order to achieve the victory. 

The Western Hemisphere Teaching Committee wel
comes the offer of any volunteer to pioneer in Latin 
America, or to fill the place here in the United States 
of someone who is ready to leave but cannot until 
his place on an assembly or goal group is taken. 
Address: Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin, ·secretary; 73 
College Road West; Princeton, N.J. 

-WESTERN liEMISPBmE TEACHING COMMITTEE 

Stresses Value of "The Baha'i World" 

In Teaching at Pioneer Outposts 
Assuming that each Baha'i who reads this already 

has his personal copy of The Baha'i World, Vol. XII, 
have you ever thought of its forceful teaching value 
in pioneer outposts, or in any part of the world where 
literature is scarce and the Faith is little known? 

Although this international record is timeless in its 
value to Baha'is as an historical record and document 

Baha'is Of Lancaster and. MiUers-viUe, Pa., combined efforts in obs~rvance of Human Ri~hts D~Y. There w~s 
a. public meeting at the YMCA in Lancaster on December 7, foUowmg the state convention, 'Wl.th Ann.amarte 
Honnold speaking on uA Baha'i Looks at Human Rights." The above photograph shows the Human Rights dis~ 

play in the window of the Lancaster Free Pub tic Library for one week befoTe the meeting. 
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of the period covered, now is the time when it 'should 
be where it can command the attention of the public 
wherever possible. 

Perhaps you, or your assembly, know of a college 
or university library that does not have this volume. 
Inquiries from college students doing research on the 
Faith increases constantly at the National Center, and 
there is no better work to which to direct their at
tention. 

In 1928 Shoghi Effendi urged "prompt and widespread 
circulation" of these volumes, stating they stood Il lUl_ 

excelled and unapproached by any pUblication of its 
kind" in the literature of our Cause. Although The 
Bahd~i World has been enlarged and developed con
siderably since that date. it is doubtful that we have 
yet achieved the circulation which the Guardian stated 
in this same letter would "arouse unprecedented in
terest among all classes of civilized society. II 
(Baha', AdministTation, p. 157) 

Volumes XII is shipped postpaid to any point in 
the U.S. and Territories lor $15.00, to any point outside 
of the U.S. for $15.75, or, if sent as a gift outside the 
U.S. (with the recipient to be selected from list at the 
Baha'i Publishing Trust) the cost will be $15.00 also. 
In the latter case the name of the donor of the gift 
volume is sent to the recipient so that the source of 
the gift is known to them. 

~BAHA'f PUBLISHING TRUST 

Los Angeles Community Sets Goal 
For Regular Contributors to Fund 

As one of its local objectives in the homefront cam
paign the Local Spiritual Assembly of Los Angeles, 
Calif., has set a goal of 70% of the members of the 
community as regular contributors to the Baha'i Fund. 
Progress reports are given by the treasurer at each 
Nineteen-Day Feast. 

Starting with April 21, 1958, as the base, the num
ber of regular contributors has steadily increased un
til at the end of the fir,st six months the percentage 
had almost doubled. 

This is one aim on which a11 communities and groups 
should focus attention during the next four years. 

-U.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Gevserville Baha'i School Announces 
Dates for 1959 Sessions 

The Geyserville Baha'i School Program Committee 
has announced the dates of the 1959 sessions, which 
have been approved by the U.S. National Spiritual 
Assembly as follows: 

June 21 to JW1e 28-Youth Session 
June 29 to July 4-Work-Study Session 
July 5 to August 16---Regular Sessions 
August 17 to August 29-Work-Study Session 
August 30 to September 7-Regul':lr Session 
No adults will be registered for the Youth Session 

except staff members necessary to run the schooL 
Youth will also be welcomed at all other sessions. 
The work-study sessions will have a minimum study 
program of one class per day and devotions. The 
rest of the time will be spent on work projects for 
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Entrance to the remodeled cafeteria at Geyserville 
Bahri/f School in Califo-rnia. 

the improvement of the school. A flat rate of $10.00 
per week will be charged all registrants for the work
study -sessions to apply on the cost of food and lodging. 

Anyone who is interested in a scholarship for the 
Youth Session or the regular sessions shou1d apply 
to the Geyserville Baha'i School, Geyserville, Calif. 

Brotherhood Award Given NSA Chairman 
H. Borrah Kavelin, chairman of the U.S. National 

Spiritual Assembly, and five other leaders of religion 
in this country were given Brotherhood Key awards by 
the Labor Temple Fellowship, Inc., at a Brotherhood 
Brunch on December 21. This large interfaith group 
is affiliated with the Carnegie Endowment for Interna
tional Peace. Mr. Kavelin spoke for about fifteen min
utes on the Baha'i Faith, its Divine Source, and what 
Baha'is throughout the world are doing in the promo
tion of brotherhood. 

Baha'i Message Given at All-Faith Chapel 
The All-Faith Chapel of Solar Aircraft Co., San Diego, 

Calif., invited Michael Rochester, a local Baha'i, to 
speak at chapel services in December. Brief talks 
and readings from the Baha'i Writings were given to 
two groups of employees, totalling about 100 persons. 

Speakers for the services are selected by an inter
faith board of nine employees, one of whom is a Baha'i. 
The chapel, built by employees with company funds, 
was dedicated in 1955 at a service in which the Baha'j 
community was represented. 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
A handbook published by the University of Chicago 

in its section devoted to religious groups refers to the 
Baha'i discussion group "created to relate the ethical 
teachings of the Baha'i Faith to the life on campus." 

The Standard Oil Company map of Chicago and 
vicinity includes the Baha'i House of Worship in its 
section on points of interest. 
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Local Spiritual Assembly of the Bana'is of Davenport, 
Iowa, for 1958-1959, incorporated on November 5, 1958, 
making the ei!fltty-fourth IDea! assembly of the con.-

tinental United States to be incorporated. 

Mark Tobey has won a grand prize at the Venice 
Biennals, the most important international art exhibit, 
Life Magazine for July 21, 1958, reports. 

Mr. Tobey is the first American artist to win this 
honor since James McNeill Whistler some fifty years 
ago. 

The Ladies Home Journal for October publishes on 
page 14 an excerpt from Prescription for Living by 
RUJ:tiYYih Khanum. This magazine each month uses 
a brlef selection from various literary works. 

The Bulletin of the Business and Professional Wom
en's Club of Lancaster, Penna., quotes a statement 
by 'Abdu'l-Baha concerning the mission of women. 

The American MercuTY~ October issue, publishes a 
letter from the National Spiritual Assembly correct
ing an erroneous reference to the Faith in an article 
entitled "The Brotherhood" by Hilary Grey, which 
appeared in the March issue. 

The Israel Office of Information is issuing a series 
of pamphlets entitled This is Israel. No.6, "Religious 
Life" contains a paragraph about the Baha'i World 
Center in Haifa. The Israeli Ministry for Religious 
Affairs has established a special department for re
lations with the Baha'i Faith. 

A Brussels. Belgium, weekly entitled L'Atrique et 
Ie Mond February 6, 1958, ran a three-column article 
entitled HAfrican Intercontinental Conference of 
Baha'is" which stated the Faith is a " Religious Moslem 
Sect of Persia." The National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Benelux Countries corrected this error and the 
letter written by that Assembly was published on Feb
ruary 20. 

A pamphlet entitled Israet; Ten Years of Progress 
-1948-1958 published by the American Committee for 
Israel's tenth anniversary celebration, includes a sec
tion on religious communities which refers to the 
Baha'i World Center in Haifa. "The Baha'i Shrine is 
a prominent landmark." 

The Bellaire Texan, August 13, reports the launching 
of a Baha'i group in the city by Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Worth Sparks, Jr. Besides publishing a photograph 
of Mr. and Mrs. Sparks with their child, the article 
gives a very complete summary of the Baha:i Teach
ings in the form of an interview. 

From Nashua, N.H., it is reported that the text 
book on algebra used in the junior high school con-

tains a full page picture of the Baha'i Temple. 
The Israel Review~ a monthly summary published 

by the Legation of Israel, Bangkok, contained in its 
May issue illustrations of the International Archives 
building and the Shrine of the Bab. 

Wilmette Lite, August 28, published a story con
·cerning the two Baha'i programs telecast over WBBM
TV on August 24 and August 31_ The same issue 
ran a photograph of an express cruiser sailing on 
Lake Michigan with a view of the Baha'i House of 
Worship in the background . 
. Wisconsin State Journal~ Sunday, August 3, pub
lish~ a feature story by John Newhouse explaining 
the Importance to surgery of an urea solution develop
ed at the University of Wisconsin as result of research 
extended over a period of years. Prominently identi
fied with the new ·development was Dr. Manucher 
Javid, associate professor of neurosurgery, and a 
member of· the Baha'i Faith. The significance of the 
urea solution is that it lowers the pressure within 
the skull-of vital importance in cases of cranial sur
gery. The article was illustrated by a photograph show
ing the actual operation in progress. The story of 
this important event was also distributed by 'United 
Press. The New York Times story on Sunday, Aug
ust 24, stated: "The two Wisconsin scientists were 
Dr. Manucher Javid, associate professor of surgery, 
and the late Dr, Paul Settlage, associate professor 
of anatomy." 

The Stars and Stripes, newspaper of the American 
armed forces in Europe, on August 2 mentioned the 
Intercontinental Conference in Frankfurt, and illustrat
ed the model of the Baha'i Temple to be constructed. 
in Europe. 
Peop~e and Places, an illustrated monthly magazine 

published by DeSoto dealers, carried in September 
a two-page illustrated feature on the Baha'i Temple. 
In addition to a full-page illustration of the Temple, 
three small illustrations of the interior of the dome 
one of the texts carved on the nine entrance doors' 
and a picture of the interior were shown. The ac~ 
companying text, summarizing the purpose and design 
of the House of Worship, was taken from accurate 
sources. This article was written by Marshall K. Mc
Clelland, a free-lance writer who has made a care
ful study of Baha'i literature. 

The CourTier du Littora~, published at Ostend, Bel
gium, carried a display article on the Martyrdom of 
the Bab. 

Dallas Times Herald, August 22, announced the open
ing of the first Baha'i Summer School in the Southwest
ern States, and outlined the program. 

The Muellermist Irrigation Company, Maywood, Ill" 
manufacturers of automatic lawn sprinkling systems, 
has distributed an illustrated descriptive folder listing 
important installations that includes the Baha'i Temple. 
The Temple also appears on a page illustrating several 
installations. 

The Nashville Banner, July 31, published an exten
sive notice on the passing of Nel1ie Jennings Roche: 
"Recognized as one of the South's outstanding women 
in the insurance profession. _. The great-great-grand
daughter of Gen. James Robertson, founder of Nash
ville, she had lived in Nashville all her life and been ac
tive in its civic and religious affairs. . Originally a 
member of St. Anne's Episcopal Church, Miss Roche 



became a member of the Baha'i Faith about thirty 
years ago. She served as chairman of the Baha'i com
munity here several years ago." 

On August 10 the Chicago Sunday Tribune published 
the seventh in a series of articles by Louise Hutchinson 
"telling how a Tribu.ne reporter found that Chicago and 
suburbs are a delightful pI ace for a vacation." This 
article described. a Sunday morning meeting in the 
Methodist Temple. "But there is another House of Wor
ship in the Chicago area that is unique in all the world." 
This statement introduced an excellent description of 
the Baha'i Temple and its purpose, 

Three current books contain references to the Faith. 
Letters from Jerusalem by Mary Clawson, published by 
Abelard-Schuman, 1957; Put off Thy Shoes by Elizabeth 
Hamilton, Scribners, 1957; and !shim in Modern. His
tory, by Wilfred Cantwell Smith, Princeton University 
Press, 1957. 

Chemicat Bulletin~ September 1958, a monthly trade 
journal published by the Chicago Section of the Ameri
can Chemical Society, describes a journey in and 
around Chicago of interest to Society members attend
ing a convention in Chicago. This journey includes a 
visit to the Baha 'j Temple - "One of the most interest
ing and beautiful buildings in the Chicago area . . . a 
glittering gem in white and myriad colors." 

The Year Book of International Organizations, 1958-59, 
published by the Union of International Organizations 
in official collaboration with United Nations, lists the 
Baha'i International Community on pages 261-262 in 
the section on Religjon and Ethics. The twenty-three 
National assemblies participating in the Baha'i Inter
national Community at the time this statement was 
prepared, are all listed. 

National Baha'i Addresses 
Please Address Mail Correctly! 

National Baba'i Administrative Headquarters: 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette. lli. 

National Treasurer: I 
Baha'i Fund I 

Wilmette, m.~ 

112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, Ill. 
Make Checks Payable to: National 

Baha'i Publishing Trust: 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette. Ill. 
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Nashville as a World Religious CenteT~ by James 
W. Carty, Jr., is a very attractive brochure which il
lustrates and describes the various churches repre
sented in the city. A brief reference to the Faith ap
pears on page 23, 

The September 1958 issue of The Diners Ctub mag
azine contains an article on Israel by Jack. O'Brien' 
nthe view from Carmel is best at sunrise when th~ 
gold dome of the Baha'i Shrine, set above its Persian 
gardens, nearly equals the ·sun in brilliance." 

The Chicago American Pictorial LiVing magazine, Oc
tober 26, carries an article by Irving Rudolph which 
presents the Baha'i Temple as the author's "favorite 
work of art." The House of Worship is illustrated by 
a night view photograph. 

Chase's Calendar of Annual Events, replacing the 
annual list formerly published by the United States 
Chamber of Commerce, lists both World Religion Day 
and Race Amity Day in the 1959 edition. 

Wilm·ette Life, November 6, publishes a page of photo
graphs entitled "Photographic Studies of the North 
Shore at Night," one picture being a night view of 
the Baha'i Temple. 

Calendar of Evenfs 
FEASTS 

February 7-Mulk (Dominion) 
March 2-'A1a' (Loftiness) 

INTERCALARY DAYS 
(Ayyam-i-Ha), February 26 to March 1 

DAYS OF FASTING 
March 2-21 

U.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
February 13-15 

Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

WeekdaY' 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Auditorium only) 

Sundays and Holidays 
10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Entire building) 

Service of Worship 
Sundays 

3:30 to 4:10 p.m. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities 01 the Baha'i World Com.munity. 
Reports, plans, news items, and photographs 01 general interest are requested trom national committees and local assemblies 
01 the United States as well as trom national assemblies ot other lands, Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date 01 issue for whicb it is intended. 
BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee tor 1958-59: Mrs, ElUlice Braun, Miss 
Charlotte Linfoot, Richard C. Thomas. 
Editprial Office: 110 Linden" Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois. U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
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Behold! He is the blest and sacred bough that hath branched out from the Twin Holy Trees. Well is it 
with him that seeketh the .heller oj his shade that .hadoweth all mankind. -'ABDU'L·BAHA 
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Thou seest, 0 God of Mercy, Thou Whose power per
vadeth all created things, these servants of Thine, Thy 
thralls, who, according to the good-pleasure of Thy Will, 
observe in the daytime the fast prescribed by Thee, 
who arise, at the earliest dawn of day. to make mention 
of Thy Name, and to celebrate Thy praise, in the hope 
of obtaining their share of the goodly things that are 
treasured up within the treasuries of Thy grace and 
bounty. I beseech Thee, 0 Thou that holdest in Thy 
hands the reins of the entire creation, in Whose grasp is 
the whole kingdom of Thy names and of Thine attri
butes, not to deprive, in Thy Day. Thy servants from 
the showers pouring from the clouds of Thy mercy, 
nor to hinder them from taking their portion of the 
ocean of Thy good-pleasure. 

All the atoms of the earth bear witness, 0 my Lord, 
to the greatness of Thy power and of Thy sovereignty; 
and all the signs of the universe attest the glory of Thy 
majesty and of Thy might. Have mercy. then, a Thou 
Who art the sovereign Lord of all, Who art the King of 
everlasting days, and Ruler of all nations, upon these 
Thy servants, who have clung to the cord of Thy com
mandments, who have bowed their necks to the revela
tions of Thy laws which have been sent down from the 
heaven of Thy will. 

Behold, 0 my Lord, how their eyes are lifted up to
wards the dawning-place of Thy loving-kindness, how 
their hearts are set upon the oceans of Thy favors I how 
their voices are lowered before the accents of Thy most 
sweet Voice, caning, from the most sublime Station, in 
Thy name the All-Glorious. Help Thou Thy loved ones, 
o my Lord, them that have forsaken their all, that they 
may obtain the things Thou dost possess, whom trials 
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and tribulations have encompassed for having re
nounced the world and set their affections on Thy realm 
of glory. Shield them, I entreat Thee, 0 my Lord, from 
the assaults of their evil passions and desires, and aid 
them to obtain the things that shall profit them in this 
present world and in the next. 

I pray Thee, 0 my Lord. by Thy hidden, Thy treas
ured Name. that calleth aloud in the kingdom of crea
tion, and summoneth all peoples to the Tree beyond 
which there is no passing, the seat of transcendent 
glory, to rain down upon us. and upon Thy servants, the 
overflowing rain of Thy mercy, that it may cleanse us 
from the remembrance of all else but Thee, and draw 
us nigh unto the shores of the ocean of Thy grace, Or
dain, 0 Lord, thr<>ugb Thy most exalted Pen, that which 
will immortalize our souls in the Realm of glory, will 
perpetuate our names in Thy kingdom, and safeguard 
our lives in the treasuries of Thy protection and our 
bodies in the stronghold of Thy inviolable fastness. 
Powerful art Thou over ·all things, be they of the past or 
of the future. No God is there but Thee, the omnipotent 
Protector, the Sell-Subsisting. 

Thou seest, 0 Lord, our suppliant hands lifted up to-
wards the heaven of Thy favor and bounty. Grant that 
they may be filled with the treasuries of Thy munifi
cence and bountiful favor. Forgive us, and our fathers, 
and our mothers, and fulfill whatsoever we have de-
sired from the ocean of Thy grace and Divine generos
ity, Accept, 0 Beloved of our hearts, all our works in 
Thy path. Thou art, verily, the Most Powerful, the Most 
Exalted, the Incomparable, the One, the Forgiving, the 
Gracious. 

-Gleanings page 299-302 

Ruhiyyih Khanum Addresses Over 200 British Baha'is During London Visit 

THE British friends had the wonderful privilege of 
a visit from Hand of the Cause 4Amatu·I-Baha 

Rul;,;yyih Kbimum last October when she was in Lon,
don to supervise the completion of the beloved Guard
ian's monument. On Sunday afternoon, October 26~ 
more than 200 Baha'is from all parts of Britain gather
ed at the Eccleston Hotel in London to meet her. 

The following excerpts of Rlibiyyih Khimum's talk at 
that meeting, reprinted from the January issue of 
the British Bahd~i Journal, were compiled from notes 
taken by several people, and while they are not a ver
batim report. there was no disagreement among the 
compilers: 

"The strength of the Baha'is is in each other. We 
feel lonesomeness except in meeting together, when 
our hearts are consoled. We love Shoghi Effendi now 
more than ever. and we find our happiness in doing 
something to please him," 

'Amatu'I-BaM then told us that after the passing of 
the beloved Guardian she had visited the Shrine of 
Baha'u'llah, and there, in spite of her tremendous sor
row and her love for the Guardian, she knew that 
it was because of Baha'u'llcih-not because of Shoghi 
Effendi-that she was a Baha'i. Itis Baha'u'llah's Cause 
we are trying to establish, and she realized that if 
she turned with all her heart to Baha'u'llah she would 
be able to come through. 

Our purpose in life is to know and to love God. 
Shoghi Effendi once gave advice to a Baha'i who said 
he could not get on with the Baha'i community where 
he was, and so was no longer active in that com
munity, The Guardian said that this was the wrong 
attitude, that we cannot possibly be compatible with 
everyone, but because we love God we love our fel
low men. We should love people because we love God 
and they belong to God, just as we love everything 
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connected with those we love, even small mementos. 
The Baha'is must be dear to each other; unity springs 
from love; warmth and a strong knitting together 
come from love. The Administrative Order is now 
working well all over the world. It was built by the 
older Baha'is over a long and laborious period, and 
now the new Baha'is find this Order already here. 
To-day the need in the Bah'l'i world is Love, for each 
other and for humanity. 

The Guardian has left us everything we need; we 
should hold to the Guardian's plan, the Ten-Year Cru
sade. This is the last plan we shall ever have from 
Shoghi Effendi; it gives us opportunities for service 
which will never recur. We should keep our minds 
on our objectives, decide which are the most important 
things to concentrate our energies on and remember 
that every single moment that escapes us is not com
ing back. In this way the work will go forward. 

There is not enough brevity in the Cause. We must 
train our minds to say things in a concise and brief 
manner, avoiding anecdotes and reminiscenses in con
sultation. 

We must put first things first; each Baha'i must 
consider this and see that he is not tied down by 
side issues which prevent him from grasping his choice. 

The Guardian is not our 'Exemplar,' but we could 
with advantage imitate his way of working. Shoghi 
Effendi was unidirectional-like an express train on 
a track; knowing where he was going, nothing diverted 
him from his purpose. He spent all his time doing 
the task which lay ahead. The Hands in Haifa find 
it is all they can do to keep abreast of work the 
Guardian did all alone. Shoghi Effendi had method; 
he had tenacity and a unidirectional drive towards 
his goal. He worked until the job was completed. We 
must learn to be like that. 

The Guardian relied on God and on himself. That 
is to say, he would find out for himself as to whether 
a job could be done and then, having decided that it 
could, he would do it himself. We must also show 
initiative in this way; we must be audacious and drive 
through with perseverance in carrying Qut the af
fairs of the Cause. We must analyse the facts. The 
believers are the power-houses of the Faith. 

It is very important now that the Baha'i think of 
the Faith as a World Faith. Bahit'u'llilh came to es
tablish World Unity. Shoghi Effendi literally forged 
the Baha'i world. This is our most precious heritage, 
and it must not be allowed to slip back. We must 
cultivate consciousness of the greatness and precious
ness of being part of the Baha'i world: 

The national spiritual assemblies must think interna
tionally; 

The local spiritual assemblies must think nationally; 
The groups must think in terms of being local spirit

ual assemblies and the isolated believers of becoming 
a group. The largeness of vision will bring tremendous 
strength, and a world consciousness will strengthen the 
unity of the Baha'is all over the world. 

The world organization of the Cause is the responsi
bility of the Hands and the national spiritual assem
blies. The function of the Hand s in Haifa is to hold 
the Baha'i world together. We must pray for these 
Hands; their work is infinitely important and all are 
working as hard as they can. It has been a great 
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blessing during the past year at the World Center 
to have had a number of the 'other Hands substituting 
at different periods for some of the Hands appointed 
to serve there. This has brought the Custodians first
hand reports of the status of the Faith in various 
areas, as well as enabling the temporary Custodians 
to better sense the overall needs of the Faith as seen 
from the World Center. 

How to Reach the Grave of Shoghi Effendi 
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These directions on reaching the grave of Shoghi 
Effendi in Great Northern London Cemetery are sup
plied by the National Spiritual Assembly of the British 
Isles with the request that visiting Baha'is make use 
of them instead of calling upon that Assembly for 
information and assistance. 

By car from Marble Arch: Up Edgeware Road
at about half-mile turn right into Marylebone Road 
(lights)-about half-mile turn left into Gloucester 
Place (B.523), thence into Park Road (A.41). Keep 
left and continue to Wellington Road and Finchley 
Road (still A.4I) to Swiss Cottage. Continue on Finch
ley Road towards Golders Green. At Tower Garage 
(about two miles) take right fork. Straight on through 
Golders Green (still Finchley Road till North Circu
lar Road crosses (about two miles). Turn right (A.406). 
At crossroads after overhead bridge (gasworks on cor
ner) turn left into High Road (A.I09). At end bear 
right, then forward at crossroads and keep left into 
Brunswick Park Road. Cemetery gates down hill on 
right. 

By underground: Travel to Arnos Grove Station 
(Piccadilly line), thence by bus or on foot (about 
ten mjnute's walk), following map. 



T<>p: Entrance to The 
Baha'i Home. 

Center: The Baha'i Home, 
Fourth and GTeenleaf Ave
n1tes~ Wilmette. 

Bottom: Southwest pOTtion 
oj living room I looking in
to garden area. 

The Baha'i Home, 

First Dependency 

of Mashriqu'I-Adhkar, 

Opens in Wilmette 

ON FEBRUARY 1 the American Baha'i com
munity achieved another and unique objective of 

the beloved Guardian's Ten-Year Plan, lor on that day 
"the first dependency of the Maoillriqu'l-A<fukar in Wil
mette, It The Baha'i Home, began actual op-eration. 
i To acquaint the residents of Wilmette and the neigh
boring communities with the particular purposes and 
services of The Baha'i Home (as described for the be
lievers in BAHA'i NEWS, October 1958), Sunday, Janu
ary 25, was publicly annoWlced as open house, both 
by means of a large advertisement in Wilmette Lite 
and special articles in Chicago and suburban newspa
pers. In addition, approximately 200 special invitations 
were sent to officials of the Village of Wilmette, the 



Wilmette Chamber of Commerce, and a number of so
cial service organizations, as well as. to directors of 
other homes for elderly peoplet doctors, and business 
concerns, inviting them to inspect the premises and be
come acquainted with the facilities and services that 
are provided. A corps of local Baha'is received the 
visitors and conducted them on tours of the building. 

Although a heavy snow storm and hazardous driving 
conditions prevailed all day, nearly 200 persons signed 
the guest book. All were very complimentary and en
thusiastic, not only about the structure itself and the 
artistic and practical interior decorating scheme and 
choice of furnishings, but also for the concern that 
has been given for the safety, interest, and comfort of 
the residents. Many remarked particularly about the 
unusual safety precautions, which include the absence 
of steps and scatter rugs, hand rails in the corridors 
and bathrooms, the communication system between all 
bedrooms, bathrooms, and the administrative offices) 
and the isolation room with facilities for the treatment 
of minor illnesses, The well-lighted, cheery hobby 
room, the spacious and well-equipped kitchen, com-

Top left: Cook's table in 
kitchen, 

Top right: A portion of the 
paTIOT. 

Center: A typical single 
Toam, one of sixteen simi
tar rOoms for guests. 

Bottom: Northeast portion 
of l;ving room. 
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fort able living quarters for the administrator, cook, 
and maid were other areas of special interest, as were 
the small parlor for private visits and the inviting 
book-nook. 

The newspaper publicity devoted considerable space 
to the description of the landscaping scheme, which 
includes several gardens with walks and benches, and 
a stockade cedar fence on three sides to provide quiet 
and privacy. Every room of the uU" shaped structure 
looks out on these private gardens, so planned as to 
give warmth, color, and beauty all the year.round. One 
garden of hybrid tea and floribunda roses will provide 
cuttings for the dining room, and one small plot has 
been set apart for the residents who wish to make 
gardening a hobby. 

While accommodating only twenty guests, a high 
standard of selection and operation will be maintained 
in order to make this a model home for elderly men 
and women. As the first accessory to the Baha'i House 
of Worship, it exemplifies the principle that prayer to 
God must be fulfilled in service to one's fellow men 
without discrimination of ra_ee, class, or creed. 

The construction and furnishing of The Baha'i Home, 
costing approximately $200,000.00, has been financed 
completely by the American Baha'is. It has its own 
Board of Directors and is incorporated under the State 
of Illinois as a non-profit corporation. 

William Campbell Wright of Wilmette is the archi
tect, and the interior decoration was planned and car· 
ried out by Mrs. Ida E. Wright, interior decorator of 
Winnetka, assisted by a committee of Baha'is consist
ing of Miss Edna M. True, Mrs. Dorothy Reds on, and 
Dr. Katherine K. True. Landscaping was designed by 
Hilbert E. Dahl and L. Wyatt Cooper, who have al
ready won a wide reputation for the beauty of the 
gardens surrounding the Baha'i House of Worship. The 
Administrator is Mrs. Florence V. Gibson. An Admis
sions Committee appointed by the Board of Directors, 
composed of six Baha'is and three non-Baha'is, proc-

Hand oj the Cause Enoch OIinga with some of the 
Baha'is of Apia, MaZie, Afega., Leauva'a, Fasito'outa.:o 
Nofoali'i, and Fasito'otai in Samoa, at Leauvata viUage 
on November Z, 1958. Mr. Olinga's visit to Samoa was 

TepoTted in BAHA'i NEWS fOT FebTuary. 
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Some oj the members of the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Greater Antilles and BaM'i. of Port au 
Prince at the recently purchased Temple site in Haiti. 

esses all applications ~ the final decisions about admis. 
sion are made by the Directors. 

The general requirements for admission are: that 
the appli~ant must be sixiy·five years of age or over; 
must be m reasonably good health and able to attend 
to all personal needs; must be of good character 'and 
able to integrate happily into group living in the 
Home. The financial arrangement arrived at by the 
Board of Directors in consultation with the applicant 
and the applicant's family does not include hospital 
or long4ime nursing care, or funeral expenses. 

Since The Bah .. 'I Home is a home in the complete 
sense for all residents, whether Baha'is or non.Baha'is, 
the premises cannot be open at all times for inspec
tion by the casual visitors. However, the Board of 
Directors will try to work out some arrangement to 
have the Home open during certain hours for delegates 
and visitors to the forthcoming National Convention. 

-u. S. NATION At SPIRITUAL- AsSEMBLY 

Canada Launches Bold Campaign 
to Proclaim Faith to Public 

A bold and courageous campaign to proclaim the 
Message of Baha'u'llilh in Canada has been under
taken by the Promulgation Committee of the Canadian 
National Assembly in Western Onta rio. 

Many communities in this area are reported to 
have become Baha'i·conscious as never before, as a 
result of sympathetic and enthusiastic press support, 
radio coverage, and public talks. 

This campaign has also served to excite and quick
en the Baha'is, and has produced a unifying and re
vitalizing force so greatly desired by the Guardian. 

Repercussions to the proclamation activities have 
included denunciations of the Faith from the pulpit 
of Christian churches and sermons directly related to 
the claims of Baha'u'lah, as well as the securing of 
many vital contacts for the Faith from interested in
quirers. 



Left: The Alhambra, Ca!if., public library 
.",hibited this World Religi<m Day display 
for one week in January. Right: Window dis
play for World Religion Day in Webster 

Groves, Mo. 

Newspaper and Radio Publicity, Visual Aids Assist in Proclaiming 

World Religion Day Observances on Theme of The Oneness of Religion 

THE tenth observ·ance of World Religion Day, 
which was inaugurated in 1950 by the National 

Spiritual Assembly of the Bah,,';s of the United States, 
was held on Sunday, January 18, 1959. When the third 
Sunday in January was first designated as World 
Religion Day. it was only a national event; today it 
is being observed by Baha'i communities in many 
parts of the world. 

The theme for the occasion was "the fundamental 
oneness of religion." The Baha'i Press Service pre
pared a release and advertisement on this theme and 
distributed these to over 300 Baha'; press represent
atives/ the Associated Press, United Press Interna
tional, and the Associated Negro Press. It is with 
great interest that we note that in many instances 
the papers carried the full text from the release, 
"If we investigate without prejudice these great re
ligions, we will find that in name and form they dif
fer, but fundamentally they agree." 

When we realize that this message reached 
47 states, more than 120 Baha'i communities, over 125 
papers with a potential reading circulation of ten mil
lion, it is a thrill. We recall the promise of 'Abdu'l
Baha that "Every seed sown in this day shail bear 
fruit"; perhaps not tomorrow, this week, next month, 
nOr next year, but some day. and this is what is so 

important for the future of our beloved Faith. It is a 
significant example of what the friends can do when 
they make a concerted effort on behalf of the Faith. 
"Blessed are those who work in groups." 

How was the public reached? Why did the papers 
tell our story? We are not an organization of a million 
adherents in this country, nor did we have the serv
ices of a public relations firm, nor a large bank 
account at our disposal. This outstanding record was 
achieved by the isolated believer, the sick, the aged, 
the new believer, the friend with four or five small 
children, the groups of two, three, or five and the 
communities of nine, fifteen, and more. This is the 
miracle of our Faith, friends; that so much can be 
done by so few when we have the courage of our con
victions, and faith is courage. 

Colorful Post~r Widely U,ed 
Visual materials continue to become a pressing need 

in reaching the multitudes and with this in mind the 
Bahit'i Press Service had a colorful poster depicting 
the oneness of religion drawn by an artist, Jack 
Tarleton, for display. Over 400 of these posters were 
distributed to the friends, some communities ordering 
as many as 15, 25, and 30. We have been told that 
these were most effective, and in some communities 

7 



I 

the friends were asked to keep the posters on display 
for a week after the event. These posters were shown 
or displayed in public libraries, banks, YWCA's, 
YMCA's, hotel lobbies, bus terminals, vacant stores, 
and many other places where people are apt to con
gregate. 

We didn't have to pay for this space; it was given 
to us. Our theme, 'the fundamental oneness of re· 
ligion," could have been provocative and contro
versial, and we could have been denied the space 
for our exhibits, but we weren't. It is quite evident 
that your community knows for what the Baha'i Faith 
stands, at least the leaders in your community do, 
and they have no fear. Could the effort, which seems 
so ineffectual to you at the time it was made, have 
penetrated the hearts and minds of some of your 
citizens to make them so cooperative? 

The fact sheet of religious symbols, as anO"ther aid 
for attracting the public, and circulated to the press 
representatives, was put to use, not only as a dis
tribution piece, but as a publicity item in the local 
papers and in exhibits. There were many exhibits of 
the sacred writings of the revealed religions, and 
several centered their display around the golden rule 
of each of the major faiths. We are becoming in
creasingly more eye-minded. 

Public meetings were primarily the function held in 
observance of World Religion Day, with a discussion 
period following the talk. Some of these were panels 
of representatives of other religions, and a signifi
cant number presented friends from other lands, who 
spoke on their religion, making these meetings a 
colorful and world-embracing picture, particularly 
when the speakers were in native costume. Then. 
there were those who had a Bahll', speaker only, who 
drew' upon the wealth of material in the Baha'i Writ
ings on the revealed religions themselves. Children 
and young adults also participated in the occasion. 
Many communities had a social time after the meet
ing and served refreshments; others had special mu
sical programs. It just seemed that the friends made 
every effort to attract the pubiic. 

Many radio announcements and interviews were re
ported, another mass media for proclaiming the Faith. 
It is becoming increasingly more available to the 
Faith. 

First Public Meetin9 Held on Hopi Reservation 
The first Baha'i public meeting ever held on the Hopi 

reservation took place on January 11 at New Oraibi, 
Ariz., at the home of a Hopi friend of Melvin and 
Irene Vanderhoof, pioneers now living on this reserva
tion. Although the date of January 11 was chosen to 
meet the convenience of other Baha'is who came to 
help, the World Religion Day theme was followed. A 
welcome was extended by the Hopi hostess and Mrs. 
Vanderhoof, followed by short talks given by the minis
ter of the local Independent church (a Hopi) and by 
James Ginnett, Baha'i pioneer living on the adjacent 
Navajo reservation. The Vanderhoofs have reported 
with great enthusiasm that deep harmony and love was 
felt at this gathering and a sense of spiritual nearness 
to the Hopi people has heen apparent increasingly ever 
since. "Hopi Hi-Lites," a monthly newsletter circulated 
on -the reservation carried an account of the event, as 
wen as a Flag staff newspaper_ 

-~, ............ ,---..... . ~--
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WOTld Religion Day display in the public libTary at 
Charleston, W, Va, 

Baha'is from the Navajo reservation attended the 
World Religion Day public meeting held in Flagstaff on 
January 18, bringing friends from the reservation with 
them. The small hall was filled to capacity, with many 
Baha'is and their guests who came to hear Mrs. Nancy 
Phillips speak. On January 25 a public meeting Was 
held in Window Rock by the Navajo reservation 
BahaJis, with World Religion as the theme. Amoz Gib
son narrated the slide showing on the Holy Land and 
the Baha'I Temple in Wilmette. 

Brussels, Belgium, again celebrated World Religion 
Day with a public meeting, and even though the city 
was blanketed by a heavy snow storm, twenty eight 
people attended the public meeting. E. Claude Levy de
lineated the march forward mankind is making in the 
material and political sphere through scientific discov
eries and regional unification, and pointed out the need 
for spiritual unification of the religions of the world, 
emphasizing what the coming of Baha'u'llah signifies 
for this day. 

Pane] discussions were held by the Little Rock, Ark., 
community on the subject: 41How Religion Can Solve 
Today's Problems." Two clergymen and a Baha'i 
speaker participated. Bakersfield, Calif., presented a 
panel of young adult members of the Los Angeles 
Baha'i community, who discussed HWorld Faith for 
World Peace"; Charleston, W. Va., had a panel discus
sion on "The Fundamental Oneness of Religion" with 
representatives from the Judaic, Christian, Islamic and 
Baha'i Faiths, followed by coffee. and a discus-sion hour. 

Nassau, Bahamas, reports that four American Baha'is 
participated in a panel discussion which resulted in 
a twelve-column-inch publicity on the World Religion 
Day observance last year in Little Rock, Ark., in 
which the meeting was held in a synagogue, with a 
Presbyterian minister as moderator, representatives 
from the Seventh Day Adventist Church and the So
ciety of Friends participating in the program, and 
the president of the Interracial Ministerial Alliance 
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closing the meeting with a prayer t with music fur· 
nished by the choir of the Negro college. This was 
evidently quite newsworthy to the citizens in the Ba
hamas in light of the publicity on the integration of 
schools received in the press in Little Rock and 
elsewhere. We never know how far reaching our ef
forts will be, Little Rock, Ark., to Nassaus, Bahamas! 

The commWlities using visual aids as a means of 
observing World Religion Day were Iowa City, Iowa, 
who showed colored slides on Palestine; Rochester, 
Minn., had colored slides on Haifa and the Baha'i 
House of Worship; Dumont, N.J., presented an illus
trated talk with slides of Europe and South America; 
Charlotte, N.C., s}:lOwed colored slides of the four re
ligions in Palestine, with a Baha'i narrator; Youngs
town, Ohio, had a Baha'i from Mrica who spoke on 
"Religion In World Mfairs" and showed films of Ghana 
and Africa. An exhibit of African art objects was on 
display. Waukesha, Wise., showed the film "Haifa, A 
Name To Remember, JI with three speakers; and Lan
caster, Pa., pI'esented ··Palestine---Holy Land of Four 
Faiths," and a Baha'i spoke on the basic- agreement 
underlying the major faiths. 

Communities presenting representatives from other 
major faiths on their program were; Costa Mesa, New
port and Orange County, Calif., who had a speaker 
on Judaism, Christianity, Buddhism, Society of Friends, 
Islam and the Baha'i Faith; Pasadena and San Ga
briel Valley presented seven of the world religious 
faiths on the theme "the fundamental spiritual pre
cepts of the world's religious beliefs -are essentially 
the same." Speaking to this subject were: a Hindu, a 
Zoroastrian, a Jew, a Buddhist, a Christian, an 
American Indian, and a Baha'i; Montclair, N.J., wel
comed an Indian educator from New Delhi to the 
discussion at their open fireside meeting which had 
been preceeded by a two-week book exhibit at the 
public library and excellent newspaper publicity. St. 

The audience at the special World Religion Day PTO

gTam in Vientiane, Laos. Among government officials 
present were the Prime Minister and the Director of 
Religion, who gave a Buddhist greeting. A group of 
Buddhist monks chanted prayers as part of the 

program. 

Petersburg, Fla., sent out 300 attractive invitations 
and had a representative from Judaism, Christianity 
and the Baha'i Faith; Rochester, N.Y. had a Hindu, 
a Moslem, a Jew, a Christian, and a Baha'i on their 
program, and each spoke of the teachings of his faith. 
The guest speakers were all foreign students from 
Bombay, India, iran! Nigeria, and Israel. 

Variety of Related Subjects Are Discussed 

The communities that held public meetings on topics 
other than "The Fundamental Onenes of Religion" 
were: Birmingham, Ala., who had a Baha'i speak on 
"Religion In The Space Age"; San Diego, Calif., panel
ists spoke on HReligious Unity-A Compromise or Rev
elation?"; the speaker for the communities of Santa 
Barbara and Ventura, Calif., spoke on "Keepers of 
the Flame"; West Miami, Fla., "World Religion," 
with a book display in the Florida Light and Power 
Company; Cedar Falls and Castle Hill, Iowa, commu
nities had a speaker on "Religion-The Hope of The 
World"; Waterloo, Iowa. had a tea and the Baha'i 
speaker spoke on "One Infallible Authority"; Greater 
Boston, Mass., presented a program at the Adult Ed
ucation Center with a member of the faculty of Temple 
Israel the guest speaker; Peoria, Ill., chose as their 
topic "The Purpose of World Religion"; the Quincy, 
Ill., Baha'i speaker spoke on "A Universal Faith Es
tablished. By The Return of Christ"; Roswell, N. Mex .• 
had a public meeting on "True World Religion And 
What It Means To You and All Mankind"; the Niagara 
Falls, N.Y. speaker spoke on "This Is The Day For 
World Religion"; a Jew, Christian, and Baha'i spoke 
on e'The Challenge of Religion In Our Time" in Greens
boro, N.C.; Barberton and Akron, Ohio, chose the topic 
"World Religion, What Is It?"; Salem, Ore., had 
two speakers, the non-Baha'i spoke on e'Panorama of 
World Religions" and the Baha'i on the "Baha'i 
Faith." 

Astoria, Ore., held a meeting on "Religious Unity"; 
Syracuse, N.Y., held a public meeting and the speak
ers were a Baha'i and a native of Poona, India, who 
spoke on ccSearch for God"; Durham, N.C., presented 
a physicist, a child psychiatrist. and a Baha'i who 
spoke on the topic: "The Atomic Mandate: Science 
and Religion are Equally Important"; Seattle and 
Spokane, Wash., "God's Timetable for Religious 
Unity"; Tacoma, Wash., "Universal Religion To Unite 
The Hearts of Men"; Wauwatosa, Wise., presented a 
Baha'i speaker on HJourney In Space." 

Key West, Fla., reported a broadcast over a local 
radio station with a Baha'i speaker on the i'Birth of 
World Religion"; Burlington, Vt., reports announce
ments and an interview on the local radio station, 
as well as two window displays. Topeka, Kans., had 
a luncheon meeting; Boise, Idaho, had letters to the 
editor calling attention to World Religion Day and 
for what it stands; Decatur, nl., called attention in 
their ad "Religion Unlimited," and to Baha'i books 
in the public library on the theme. Atlantic City, N.J., 
reports that they believe theirs was the first publicity 
on the Faith. 

The children's Baha'i School in Maywood, m., had 
a program for their friends and families; the East 
Rochester, N.Y., Baha'i Children's School had a spe
cial World Religion Day program. An eleven year-01d 
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child conducted the meeting, and children from five 
to twelve participated in the program with prayers, 
songs, and the presentation of the art work on 
religious symbols done by the children in the second 
grade and explained by one of the older children. 
There was a colored movie on llThe Religions In The 
Holy Land." The children served the refreshments 
and even the three year-olds assisted by passing the 
napkins. 

Other communities which held public meetings on 
the "Fundamental Oneness of Religion" were: Jeffer
son County and Denver, Colo.; in California, Long 
Beach, Manhattan Beach, Redondo Beach, Oxnard, 
Redding, San Francisco, and Stockton; Indianapolis, 
Ind.; Colorado Springs, Colo., New Haven, Conn.; 
Des Moines" Iowa; South Bend, Ind., Baton Rouge, La., 
Port Huron, Mich., New Haven, Mich.; Butte, Mont., 
Yonkers, N.Y.; Minneapolis, Minn.; Lima, Ohio; 
Logan, Utah. 

The topics were numerous, the types of observ
ances many; we are only sorry that the reports were 
not complete enough to do justice to your efforts; 
nor have they all been received. However, we do 
know this, that because each one of you who had a 
part in this significant undertaking, this impact on 
the hearts and minds of the public which has been 
caused by our working together in unity on this oc~ 
casion, will have its effect. World Religion Day con
tinues to be the leading event to proclaim the Ba~ 
ha'i Faith to the multitudes. 

Central America and Mexico Communities 
Hold Outstanding UN Day Observances 

Baha'i communities in several cities of Mexico and 
Central America have reported very good results 
from well~planned United Nations Day activities. 

The Baha'i Public Relations Committee of Teguci
galpa collaborated with the Student Council of the In· 
ter-American Cultural Institute of that city in the UN 
Day Celebration, Nearly one hundred people, including 
representatives of the varjous diplomatic missions of 
the city, attended. According to its own request, the 
Baha'i committee received no mention of its services, 
but the student group knew and unofficially gave pub~ 
licity to the Baha'is. 

The next Sunday, as a follow-up, the Baha'i com~ 
mittee gave a party for the student committee and 
guests who had participated in the program. The 
chief of the U.S. Information Service, the Press Attache, 
and other guests seemed deeply impressed by the re
laxed atmosphere, as well as by the beauty and sim~ 
plicity of the function. 

The Guadalajara Baha'i community reports an am· 
bitious and highly successful celebration of UN Day. 
Before an audience including a representative of the 
Governor of the State of Jalisco, and professors of the 
University of Guadalajara, four speakers, including two 
Baha'is, one representing UNESCO and the United 
Press, and the other representing the "Confraternidad 
Intellectual Mexico Americana" presented their topics. 
"Baha'i Proposals for Revision of the United Na~ 
tions Charter." and "Principles of the International 
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First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Kebun 
Waru, Pekalongan, Central Java, IndoneSia, formed on 

April 21, 1958. 

Baha'i Community" were the titles of the talks given 
by Ana Howard and Herlinda Risueiio respectively. 
Later Mr. and MTS. Howard were invited to attend a 
meeting of the United Press ASSOciation, where they 
were nominated as honorary members of the UPA 
and where mention was made of their services as 
local representatives of the International Baha'i Com
mtulity, together with mention of some of the Baha'i 
principles. 

Among those present at the UPA meeting were the 
representative of the Governor, several newsmen 
and writers, one artist of national note, a poetess, and 
a very prominent "ttorney, all of liberal thought. They 
not only make available the usual news media, but 
publish as well La Prensa Liberal as an outlet for 
offerings of the members. and for gleanings from 
other sources. 

Some of the smaller cities of Central America, Santa 
Ana and Ahuachapan, EI Salvador, describe meetings 
that added to the group of contacts, the latter meet
ing counting about sixty present. These, like all the 
others, have had the effect not only of gaining friends 
and contacts, but of greatly heightening the public 
esteem of the Faith. Two Baha'is of the territory 
have been named as correspondents for the UN Of
fice of Public Information in their respective countries, 

Low-Caste. Impoverished Rodiyas of Burma 
Given Baha'i Message and Gifts 

An article ap'pearing in the Colombo, Ceylon, news
paper acted as a stimulus for Colombo Baha'is and 
vi sting Baha'i friends from Rangoon, Burma, to trav~ 
el sixty miles to a remote village to bring the Message 
of BaM 'u'lliili. The article referred to a branch of the 
Sinhalese people, known as Rodiyas, considered to be 
at the bottom of the cast system. 

The Radiyas live in poverty in the village of Digano 
wela. The nine families making up this village have 
very little to eat or wear, and range in age from in
fants to elderly people of seventy~five years. Gifts of 
food and clothing were distributed to them. There. 



Balui'i. of Kodiak, Alaska, a goal of the 
Ten-Year World Crusade: front TOW ,Ben 
Guhrke and Dean Booker; back TOW, Gil
bert MUfl.TO, Karin LeonaTd, and Robert 

LeonaTd. 

gathered in an open space in front of a hut, Anver 
Cadir of Rangoon spoke to them about Baha'u'llah in 
the Sinhalese language. A Baha'i with a Buddhist back
ground explained about the second coming of the 
Buddha, referring to the condition of the world at 
present, and the need for a World Teacher to unite a 
d1vided world. Copies of Bahli'u'!llih and the New Era 
in Sinhalese were presented, and a donation was made 
toward the collective fund for the welfare of their vil
lage. 

The Local Spiritual Assembly of Colombo writes in 
the Baha'i News Letter of India and Burma: ILFinally 
assuring them that we would visit them often, we 
recited a prayer in Sinhalese and prepared to depart. 
But no, those kind souls would not let us go unless we 
partook of their young coconuts. At last we departed 
with a fervent hope that Baha'u'llah would shower His 
blessings on these souls." 

Pioneers Open Goal City 
of (hitre in Panama 

In June 1958 the National Teaching Committee of 
Panam·a chose the city of Chitre, Panama, as the goal 
lor an assembly by Ric;lvan 1959. In July six Baha'is 
from the Canal Zone community decided to make the 
162 mile trip into the interior of Panama to visit 
this goal city. 

After registering at the hotel, the six gathered in 
a room and said prayers for the city. Then they split 
into two groups and began to explore the possibilities. 
One group had not walked more than two blocks when 
they looked up and saw a litle hardware store which 
bore the sign ·'La Nueva Era" (The New Era). They 
decided to take a picture of it. While they were locus
ing the camera, the owner came out and posed in front 
of the store for them. After the believers had introduced 
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themselves they asked him why he happened to name 
his store ;'La Nueva Era." He explained that it is a new 
era, an age of freedom from human bond-age. Of 
course he was the first contact made for the Faith 
there. It went easily from there on. Many people 
heard of Baha'u'Uah on that first visit. 

On October 18th and 19th the city celebrated the 
IlOth anniversary of its founding t and three Baha'is who 
have settled there were serenaded as an official wel~ 
come to the city and had the honor of being officially in
vited to attend the liesta by the president of the city 
council in person. 

Regular firesides are being held every Saturday 
night, and the response to the cause is more than 
could possibly have been hoped for by any of those 
six who first went to Chitre to "plow the ground 
with their prayers." 

First Recognition of Baha'i Marriage 
in Canada Achieved in British Columbia 

The first Certificate of Registration under the Marri
age Act was issued to a Baha'i assembly by the govern
ment of the Province of British Columbia on Decem
ber 16, 1958, certifying that the chairman of the Lo
cal Spiritual Assembly of Vancouver is legally author
ized to conduct marriages in that province. 

This achievement of the first victory in the legaliza
tion of Baha'i marriage in Canada is a cause of re
joicing by all Canadian Baha'is, as it was a goal dear 
to the heart of Shoghi Effendi. 

Spread of Faith in Bolivia Proves Need 
For Pioneers in Western Hemisphere 

On the high altiplano of the Andes live thousands 
of Indians, SOme in small cities t many On the plains or 
in the mountains. Less than three years ago, the 
mayor of one of the cantons in Bolivia, while in the 
capital, La Paz, walked past the Baha'i Center, with 
its friendly sign, "Inquiries Invited. tI With his knock, 
the door opened to a surging spread of the Faith 
among this race, which both the Master and the be
loved Guardian so often urged us to teach. In a few 
months he and his brother had entered the Cause. 

Within a week, Andres was saying: HThis is what 
the Indian wants. He wants to find the Will of God. 
He doesn't like contention and fighting; he doesn't 
like drunken fiestas. He wants justice and education. 
He wants to obey the Will of God. This is what all 
the Indians need. This is what the whole world needs." 

Already Andres and Carmela were telling other In
dians of the Faith. By RiQ-van of 1957, seven months 
after their enrollment, the first assembly was estab
lished in Huanuni, their canton. And the teaching con~ 
tinued. The Indian Baha'is are teaching their brothers 
in many localities, walking the distances of two to 
five days journey. Already there are several groups, 
two more large enough to have assemblies this Ridvan 

Greeting with joy the fulfillment of the beloved 
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Guardian's desire, the National Assembly of Argen
tina, Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay, and Uruguay appeals 
for pioneers, Hconsecrated and detached Baha!is," to 
live with the Indians jjin order to consolidate the forma
tion and functioning of these new groups and conl~ 

munities. This task is so important and the possibilities 
of reaping fruits are so enormous that we cannot let 
it go. Bolivia is like Africa and needs the same 
class of pioneers th-at are awakening that Negro con
tinent. It is true that these pioneers should know 
at least a little Spanish in order to communicate with 
the more educated Indians." (The Indian in Bolivia 
speaks Aymara or Quechua.) 

Life on the altiplano is bleak and rugged. The In
dians are colorful, and long for the opportunities to 
rise, culturally and spiritually. Anyone interested in 
this post, or in other of the twenty Latin American 
Republics, to assist in building these Pillars· of the 
Universal House of Justice, can write to: Western 
Hemisphere Teaching Committee; Mrs. Katherine 
McLaughlin, secretary; 73 College Road West; Prince
ton, N.J. 

Teaching Activities at U. S. Colleges 
Reviewed by Baha'i College Bureau 

Baha'j teaching efforts at colleges and universities 
have taken on many different forms, from formal meet· 
ings. to intimate personal conversations. The Baha'i 
College Bureau has been attempting to help organize 
the former, stimulate the latter, and act as a clearing~ 
house for other activities. Here are a few examples of 
recent events: 

Institutes on College Teaching were held at ten 
campuses across the nation - at Ohio U. at Athens, 
West Virginia State U. at Institute, Texas Christian 

The first 1Pl-eeting with the indians oj Nicaragua, on 
November 16, 1958, at Monimbe. All are not pure-blood
ed Indians, but they maintain themselves separately in 
this area near the city oj Masaya, where Mignon and 
Donald Witzel are pioneering. Meetings are continuing 

at regular interva.ls. 
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U. at Fort Worth, the U. of Michigan at Ann Arbor 
Stanford U. in Palo Alto, the U. of Washington at 
Seattle, the U. of Buffalo, the U. of Arizona at 
Tucson, Tulane U. in New Orleans, Harvard U. at 
Cambridge, and the U. of Wisconsin at Madison. 

The agenda included a general review of Baha'i ac· 
tivities at colleges and a discussion of specific local 
problems. John Ferraby's book All Things Made New 
was reviewed as an aid in teaching the Faith in col
leges. Public meetings were held at some of the col
leges in conjunction with the institute with a repre
sentative of the College Bureau as a speaker. An 
evaluation of the institute by the participants con~ 
eluded the meeting. 

The teaching experience of the students in all parts 
of the country was very similar: it indicates that 
public activities are important to arouse interest, but 
personal contact, based on indivudual excellence, is 
by far the most effective teaching method. Participa
tion in various interfaith activities is an excellent means 
tor making contacts. Experience has shown that pub
licity based on worthwhile activities is not only free -
activities are news - but also much more effective 
than paid advertisements featuring, for example, pic· 
tUres and quotations. 

A key factor in the success of teaching efforts is 
continuity, such as regularly scheduled firesides and 
deepening classes. A student's life is an active one 
and there is only a limited amount of time for extra 
curricular activities. The neighboring communities can 
do much to help the students with the physical arrange
ments of such activities. The availability of a Baha'i 
home where meetings or classes can be regularly 
scheduled helps to make these activities successful. 
The reports received by the College Bureau indicate 
that the institutes filled a real need and should be 
held at intervals. At this time the bureau is formulat
ing plans for another institute to be held early, in May, 
perhaps the weekend of May 9. This will provide an 
opportunity for an evaluation of current activities 
and the formulation of future plans. 

As the concluding event in the Centennial Celebra
tion of student religious activities, the University of 
Michigan sponsored a National Consultative Confer
ence in November 1958, to which Baha'i representa
tives were invited. This was the first national confer· 
enCe in our times to which representatives from all 
sections of the country were invited to plan the teach
ing of religion on campuses and to discuss the religious 
life of their students. 

Six hundred faculty teachers of religion, religious 
workers, personnel workers, administrators~ and rep
resentatives of national educational and religious or
ganizations were present. The Baha Pi representatives 
were Dr. Manucher Javirl, Dr. Hamilton Niss, and 
Dr. otto Zmeskal, together with Mrs. Marie Esterer 
and Mrs. Helen McClusky. As a result of their par
ticipation in the discussions and informal talks during 
the three-day meeting, many people of significant 
standing in the academic community had a favorable 
contact with Baha'is, which is likely to influence their 
future attitudes toward Baha'i student activities. The 
delegates felt that participation in this meeting was of 
considerable value and expressed their appreciation 
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of the support given them by the Ann Arbor com· 
munity. 

Religious Emphasis Week is held on many campuses 
and offers splendid opportunities for Baha'i participa~ 
tion. During the past year, the verse "Say~ All were 
created by God," submitted by the Baha'i students at 
Ohio University, was used as the theme of their celebraa 
tion. Students at Arizona State Coilege at Flagstaff 
participated in "Religion in Life" week with Dr. 
Nasrat'o'llah Rassekh as speaker. Iowa State College 
is planning a Religious Emphasis Week during Febru· 
ary 1959. Mrs. Velma Sherrill, member of the Auxiliary 
Board of the Hands of the Cause, will be the Baha'i 
representative. Students at Montana State University 
have joined in the Religious Emphasis Week activities, 
with Mrs. Hazel Mori as featured speaker. The newly 
formed Baha'i Club at San Jose State College c0-

sponsored the UReligion in Life" week there. 
A very successful teaching effort was made by Win· 

ston Evans at Anderson College in Indiana. Although 
there were no Baha'i students enrolled at Anderson, 
Mr. Evans was invited by the Social Science De
partment to hold a two-day seminar on the Faith, 
which was received with much interest. An equally 
successful series of talks was given by Paul Pettit at 
Hendrix College in Conway, Ark. By invitation of the 
local chapter of the Methodist Student Movement, Mr. 
Pettit spent an entire day with this group discussing 
the Faith, which the president of the group termed 
"the most interesting religion" they had yet studied. 
(See B ...... 'f NEWS for February.) 

Several new Baha'i Clubs were founded this year: 
Cornell University, San Jose State College, Palmer 
School of Chiropractic, University of Wisconsin, and 
Utah State College all have new Clubs. There are, 
however, several existing Clubs which are in danger of 
losing their constitution owing to a lack of new stu
dents, particularly the Clubs at the University of Mich
igan and at Northwestern University. The enrollment 
of Bahi'i students at these schools would help to main
tain these important achievements. 

Administratively, the Bureau has compiled a file 
of all Baha'I students and a listing of the colleges 
where there are any Baha'i activities. A Speaker's 
Bureau with a membership of over 100 has been formed 
to help with college teaching all over the country, and 
an up-to-date record of these activities is maintained. 
To keep these records meaningful so that they may 
serve as a bas-is for coordinated teaching efforts, the 
College Bureau is wholly dependent on the cooperation 
of those directly engaged in this work at the colleges. 
We therefore urge all of the believers to keep us in· 
formed, to let us know of their teaching problems and 
to share with us their successes. Only in this way 
can the Bureau perform a useful function. 

-BAHA'i COLLEGE BUREAU 

tn 

A pioneer in Tramsa wrote the following letter which 
expresses important points of view for the teaching 
work: 

"One of the many requirements which a Baha!i 
faces when he enters a country just beginoing to build 
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its administrative order, is the fact that he repre
sents the administrative order as long as he is the 
only Baha'i in the entire area. Today, in a country like 
England, one is never far from a spiritual assembly 
or a group, and every new Baha'i is slowly led into 
the existing organization; no one expects him to know 
everything at once. 

('In Norway every new Baha'i has not only the 
responsibility of helping to build up the administrative 
order, but must also teach his new Faith to others 
as soon as possible in order to pass on to others the 
divine grace vouchsafed to him. Certainly it is wise 
to absorb the teachings slowly and carefully, but when 
you are confronted by someone who says: 'Please tell 
me about your wonderful new Faith/ there is no hold· 
ing back! A pioneer has had the opportunity to learn 
his Faith in company with others (later he wishes 
he had learned more) and can recall his own experi· 
ences, but a new Norwegian Baha'i here in the North 
must teach in order to learn. 

"The thought that the most diverse people, all with 
their own ideas and personalities, alone have the re
sponsibility for carrying the personal teaching work, 
would be frightening if it were not God's work. Ac
tually only one Baha'i knows about the wonder that 
lies in maintaining the unity of the Bah,,'i Faith. Of 
course mistakes are made, but the comprehensive, 
astounding picture of unity and the immovable goal 
before one's eyes is, from hour to hour. gaining in 
stature and is daily being fulfilled by new Baha'is to 
whom recognition (of the Faith) has been granted. 
The pioneers have a task before them which is not 
simple, but the Baha'is who take their first wavering 
steps under the guidance of the pioneer are sure of 
my great admiration and unending praise. Through 
their efforts the task of those who follow is made 
much simpler. U 

- BAHA 'f N ACHRICHTEN 

Teaching Congress held at San Miguel AHende~ Mexico, 
on October 31 to November 3, 1958. 

--
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NEWS BRIEFS 
An international school under the auspices of the 

National Spiritual Assembly of the Greater Antilles, 
held in Port au Prince from December 26 to 29, 1958, 
was attended by Baha'is from Cuba, Dominican Re
public, Jamaica, and Haiti. Many expressed deep ap
preciation for the understanding that they gathered 
from courses on the Guardian's Six-Year Teaching 
Plan, the Covenant, and Baha'i Administration, taught 
by W. A. W. Mitchell, Sheila Rice·Wray, and Randolph 
Fitz-Henley. 

A half-hour of free television time for a presenta
tion of the Baha'i Faith was secured by a member of the 
Avondale, Ariz., Baha'i group through the cooper a tion 
of the Phoenix Council of Churches. The telecast in
cluded the reading of prayers, slides of the Shrines 
and gardens at Haifa and of the House of Worship 
in Wilmete, and a talk on the Teachings. 

The National Spiritual Assembly of Alaska has an
nounced that the hard-la-fill goal of Metlakatla in south
eastern Alaska has been settled by William Adams, 
who had established a business there. This is an all
Indian village, and the home of his wife. 

The first Eskimo believer, Peter Singyke, a youth, 
has been enrolled in the Faith. He resides on Baranoff 
Island. 

Know thou that aU men have been created in the 
nature made by God, the Guardian, the Self-Subsist
ing. Unto each one hath been prescribed a pre-or
dained measure. as decreed in God's mighty and 
guarded Tablets: AU that which ye potentially possess 
can, however. be manifested only as a result of your 
own volition. 

The above words of Baha!u'l1a.h are reassuring; but 
we must read carefully and concentrate on the last 
line of the quotation, for there we see that the respon
sibility is put squarely upon us. 

Baha'is and their guests at a youth paTty sponsored by 
the Youth Committee Of Des Moines, Iowa, on No

vember 22, 1958. 

, ......... _ .... ', ....... --
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Recently declared Baha'is oj G~,adalajara, Mexico. 

We are moving rapidly toward the end of the Ten
Year Crusade. How much is each one of us giving of 
ourselves to its triumphant completion? 

In one of Ibe bulletins of the South Central States 
they state it this way: 

We have been given the bounty of recognizing 
Bah.i'u'Uah in His Day. What have we done to pro
mote His Cause? 

We have been given perfect translations of the Crea
tive Word. How have we used them? 

We have been given the loving example of lAbdu'l
Baha. How well have we followed His example? 

Shoghi Effendi spelled out the Plan and gave us 
direction. What path have we followed? 

Administrative bodies from Haifa to the local level 
have guided us. What have we contributed?" 

A recent meeting called by the National Spiritual 
Assembly to think about these things along with rep
resentatives from the various national and area com
mittees stressed three lmusts' for the success of the 
Crusade and thereby, the aid 10 the spiritual develop
ment of ourselves and mankind generally: 

Spiritual reinvigoration 
Administrative expansion 
Materia! replenishment 

Therefore we must: PRAYl WORK! GIVE' 

BAHA" IN THE NEWS 
A publication of 'the University of California lists 

gifts made to the University from January 1, 1957, to 
December 31, 1957. On page 43 the Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'is of Los Angeles appears on the roster of 
donors. 

Presbyterian Life, August 10, 1957, has an article en
titled "Iranian Students form Unique Training School" 
in which the methods used to convert Islamic youth to 
Christianity are reported. The illustration shows a 
minister talking with six youths, the caption being 
"Protestant Minister interprets Islam and Baha'ism in 
more advanced class." 

La Maison, September 1958, an illustrated monthly 
magazine published in Brussels, published a photo
graph of the House of Worship in Wilmette and a 
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Ifa;iratu'l-Quds 01 Los Angeles, Calil· 

photograph of the design selected for the House of Wor
ship to be constructed in Europe. 

On page 86 of the book Jesus CompaTed by Charles S. 
Bradenl the following brief reference to the Faith has 
been noted: ,jOn the basis of numbers, the Baha'i 
Faith, for example, might with equal right be con
sidered one of the great religions, and on the basis of 
in; worldwide spread, much more SOl for the Sikh faith 
has made no effort to propagate itself outside of India 
and is to be found, apart from India, only where Sikhs 
have gone as immigrants." 

Newspaper clippings recently received reveal much 
local interest in and acceptance of the teachings and 
activities of the Faith. 

Fort Wayne News Sentinel, May 31, ran a feature 
article entitled "Baha'i Faith Gains Internationally; 
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Successive Crusade Major Factor." 
On September 20 Fort Wayne Journal-Gazette also 

published a feature article illustrated by a photograph 
of a meetmg at the local Baha'i Center. The article 
w~s entitled "Baha'i, 'Faith of. Unity,' Growing in 
MId-West." 

An article in the Boston Herald July 15 on the Na
tional Jamboree of Scouts held at Valley Forge con
tains a brief reference to the religious service~ held 
for Boy Scouts of the Baha'i Faith. The same article 
(AP) also appeared in the Boston Daily Record of the 
same date. 

In the section entitled "Letters to the Editor" in the 
Chicago Daily News on October 7, the featured letter 
was written by Mary Konishi, a believer~ to correct 
certain religious views expressed by a Daily News col· 
umnist. 

The Daily Report of Ontario and Upland, Calif., on 
September 13 ran an extensive article entitled "Stu
dent to Devote Life to Expounding of Baha'i." The stu
dent in question is Hushidar Motlagh, a Persian be
liever enrolled as a student in Chaffey College. 

Described as the "best magazine publicity ever pub
lished on the Faith in Argentina" was the three-page 
article appearing in the July 31 issue of Mundo Argen
tina, with accurate references to the Faith and photo
graphs of 'Abdu'!-Baha, the Baha'! Temple, and a group 
of believers gathered in the Eahali Center of Buenos 
Aires. The caption reads: "Baha'i, an administrative 
religion for the peace of the world." This article is the 
first in a series of reports on the religious communities 
of Argentina under the general heading: "How God 
is adored in Buenos Aires." 

The SI. Louis Post Dispatch dated Friday, De
cember 12, devoted nearly half a page to a feature 
story entitled "It's a Small World Romance in St. 
Louis." The author presents a vivid human interest 
report of a Baha'i marriage conducted in Glendale for 
Dr. Maarten Nieuwenhuezen of Amsterdamy Nether~ 
lands, and Miss Farah Eghrari, Baha'i from Tihran. 
Their meeting was brought about through an Unusual 

AU-Burma Teaching Conjerence hetd at Rangoon on October 5-8, 1958, in preparation JOT the coming formation of 
the National Spiritual Assembly there this coming Rir;lvan. 
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combination of circumstances, as the author recounts. 
Of greatest interest to believers is the explanation of 
Baha'i marriage given the reporter by Mrs. Velma 
Sherill. 

Baha'i Author Publishes Book of Poems 
Gertrude W. Robinson has published a collection of 

her poems under the title FOT Fruitage of Tomorrow 
in a limited edition. All are imbued with the religious 
spirit, and some refer directly to the Manifestation, 
or to a Baha'l institution-the Temple and Davison 
School. 

The author is contributing copies to the libraries of 
our Summer Schools, but is not offering any' for sales 
distribution. 

Baha'i Publishing Trust 
I Am a Bahli'i. By Guy Murchie. This interesting ex
position on the history and teachings of the Baha'i 
Faith first appeared as an article in the Chicago Sun-
day Tribune Magazine Section a few months ago. A re
port on it was published in the September issue of 
BAHA'i NEWS, page 6. 

Many people visited the Baha'i House of Worship 
following its publication in the Tribune, and telephoned 
or wrote the. Baha'i National Center for information, 
perhaps more so than ·any other similar piece of pub
licity that has appeared in the Chicago area. 

In additi'On to being informative, this article, written 
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by a well-known American wdtel', who--is -~~fu~r -~fth~-
Book of the Month Club selection Song Of the Sky, has 
a umque approach that makes it unusually interest
ing and appealing to most readers. 

The reprint has been prepared in large quantity for 
wide distribution, particularly to Baha'i mailing lists. 
The format, designed by Conrad Heleniak, a Baha Ii of 
Green Bay, Wise., facilitates the simplest. most inex
pensive handling and mailing. It opens out to four 
pages, size 8\-2 by 11 inches, but is folded to 8'h by 
33/4, with one side blank for addressing. It can be 
sealed with sticker, stapled, or mailed in other ways. 
A return postcard may be inserted on the inside. 

Committees should inquire of their post office for 
information on third-class bulk mailing ratest which 
are very inexpensive. 
20 copies ........................................ $ 1.00 
100 copies ....................................... 4.00 
250 copies ....................................... 9.00 
500 copies ....................................... 16.50 
(All prices postpaid, and subject to usual community 
discount.) 

FEASTS 

BAHA'i PUBLISHING TRUST 

110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 

Calendar of Events 

March 21-Baha (Splendor) 
April 9----Jalal (Glory) 

DAYS OF FASTING 
March 2·21 

HOLY DAY 
March 21-Naw·Ruz (Baha'i New Year) 

U. S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
March 20·22 

Baha'i House of Worship 

Weekdays 
Visiti n9 Hours 

1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Auditorium only) 

Sundays and Holidays 
10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Entire building) 

Sundays 
Service of Worship 

3:30 to 4:10 p.m. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly o:f tbe Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports. plans, news items, and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
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month preceding the date of issue :for which it is intended. 
BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1955-59: Mrs. Eunice Braun, Miss 
Charlotte Linfoot, Richard C. Thomas. 
Editorial Office; 110 Linden Avenue, WUmette. minois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois. U.S.A. 
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ARISE, and proclaim unto the entire creation the 
tidings that He Who is the All-Merciful hath 

directed His steps towards the Rigvan and entered it. 
Guide, then, the people unto the garden of delight 
which God hath made the Throne of His Paradise. We 
have chosen thee to be our most mighty Trumpet, 
whose blast is to signalize the resurrection of all 
mankind. 

Say: This is the Paradise on whose foliage the 
wine of utterance hath imprinted tile testimony: "He 
that was hidden from the eyes of men is revealed, 
girded with sovereignty and power!" This is the Para
dise, the rustling of whose leaves proclaims: "0 ye 
that inhabit the heavens and the earth! There hath 
appeared what hath never previously appeared. He 
Who, from everlasting, had concealed His Face from 
the sight of crealion is now come." From the whis
pering breeze that wafteth amidst its branches there 
cometh the cry: "He Who is the sovereign Lord of 
all is made manifest. The Kingdom is God's," while 
from its streaming waters can be heard the murmur: 
"All eyes are gladdened, for He Whom none hath 
beheld, Whose secret no one hath discovered, hath 
lifted the veil of glory, and uncovered the countenance 
of Beauty." 

Within this paradise, and from the heights of its 
loftiest chambers, the Maids of Heaven have cried 
out and sbouted: "Rejoice, ye dwellers of the realms 
above, for the fingers of Him Who is the Ancient 
of Days are ringing, in the name of the All·Glorious, 
the Most Great Bell, in the midmost heart of the 
heavens. The hands of bounty have borne round the 
cup of everlasting life. Approach, and quaff your 
fill. Drink with healthy relish, 0 ye that are the very 
incarnations of longing, ye who are the embodiments 
of vehement desire." 

This is the Day whereon He Who is the Revealer 
of the names of God hath stepped out of the Taber
nacle of glory, and proclaimed unto all who are 
in the heavens and all who are on the earth: "Put 
away the cups of Paradise and all the life-giving 
waters they contain, for 10, the people of Bah .. have 
entered the blissful abode of the Divine Presence, 
and quaffed the wine of reunion, from the chalice 
of the beauty of their Lord, the All-Possessing, the 
Most High." 

-Gleanings, p. 31·32 

The garden and house of Ridd Big in Adrianople, wheTe 
Bahci'u'Uah tived for about one year. During Baha'u'
Uah's stay in Adrianop~e, from December 12, 1863, to 
August 12, 1868, many of His Letters to the Kings were 
revealed, and it was during this period that He suffered 
most crueUy from the open rebellion of Mirza Ya~ya. 
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Distinguished Foreign Officials 
Visit Baha'i House of Worship 

By special appointment made by the United States 
Department of State, a group of ten members of the 
Senate and House of Deputies of Argentina, with three 
of our own government officials, visited the Baha'i 
House of Worship in Wilmette on February 28. Great 
interest was shown both in the Temple and the exhibits, 
and many questions were asked about all aspects of the 
Faith. 

Another special visitor, on March 4, was The Hon
orable Dwarka N ath Chatterjee, Political Minister of 
India, recently arrived at the Indian Embassy in Wash· 
ington. Mr. Chatterjee also asked many questions, and 
was particularly interested to hear about the strength 
and activities of the Faith in India. 

He was accompanied by James P. Ince, organizing 
chairman of the third annual session of Evanston, Ill., 
Inside UN, in which the Baha'is of Evanston and 
neighboring communities are participating both as one 
of the sponsoring organizations and members of one 
of the delegations in the general assembly. Mr. Chat· 
terjee was the principal speaker at the first plenary 
session of the organization. 

Hand of the Cause Dr. Giachery 
Visits Greater Antilles 

Hand of the ·Cause Dr. Ugo.Giachery, who has been 
on a tour of Latin America and the Greater Antilles, 
arrived in Ciudad Trujillo, Dominican Republic, on Jan
uary 30, 1959, from San Juan, puerto Rico. 

He was met on his arrival by the chairman and act
ing secretary of the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Greater Antilles, W. A. W. Mitchell; by Mrs. Sheila 
Rice·Wray. the national treasurer; and by Rafael Ben
zan, chairman of the Local Spiritual Assembly of 

National Haziratu'1.-Quds of the Baha!is oj the United 
States, fa~i;g the House of Worship across Sheridan 

Road in Wilmette, W. 

.,-.......... __ ........... _.-

Hand of the Cause Dr. Ugo Giachery (center), with 
Rando~ph Fitz-Henley and W, A. W. Mitchell, recording 
secretary and secretary, respective~y, of the National 
Spiritual Assemoly of the Greater AntiHes, at the :pub
Hc meeting held in Lecture Hall of the Institute of Ja-

maica at Kingston on February 7. 

Ciudad Trujillo. 
On his first night there, Dr. Giachery showed his 

slides of the Baha'i Shrines and other buildings on Mt. 
Carmel and of 'Akka, and then addressed the believers, 

A visit to the editorial offices of the newspaper Et 
Caribe by Dr. Giachery and Mr. Mitchell resulted in 
an excellent article and photograph on the purpose of 
Dr. Giachery's tour of the Greater Antilles, and of 
the spread of the Faith throughout the world. 

February 1 he visited Santiago, about 140 miles 
away. Two meetings were held, one with the entire 
community and the other for the showing of the slides 
of the Holy Land, and then returned to Ciudad Trujillo 
for another meeting with that community. 

Dr. Giachery, accompanied by the national assembly 
chairman and treasurer, left by airplane on February 2 
for Port·au-Prince, Haiti, where a meeting of the as-
sembly was held for two days. He addressed a public 
meeting on the first night, and showed the Holy Land 
slides on the second night. Both meetings were well 
attended by believers and their friends. 

On February 5 Dr. Giachery and Mr. Mitchell left 
for Jamaica, and that evening he spoke to the Baha'i 
children of Kingston, and afterward the adult believers. 

The next day he spoke at a public meeting in the 
Lecture Hall at the Institute of Jamaica, and on Febru
ary 7 he joined the Kingston Baha'is in celebrating 
the Feast of Dominion. He later showed them his col· 
ored slides. 

Cuba was the next stop on his tOUf, where he visited 
the communities of Havana and Marianao from Febru· 
ary 8 to 11. 

Dr. Giachery returned to Kingston on February 11, 
and continued on his trip to Latin America, 

Endowment in Vientiane Purchased 
A piece of land measuring lOOQ square meters in 

area has been purchased in Vientiane, Laos, by the 
pioneer there, Dr. H. Taeed, and donated to the Lo· 
cal Spiritual Assembly. 
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Baha'i United Nations Observers Attend Economic Commission in Ethiopia 

The three Bahci'i ooservers at the UN Economic Com
mission for Africa: Ali Nakhjavani, Gila M. Bahta~ 

and Char-les B. Hassa~. 

Thanks to the unremitting efforts of the United N a
tions Committee of the American NatIonal Assembly, 
the International Baha'i CommWlity was granted per
mission to send three official observers to the first 
session of the Economic CommissIOn for Africa held 
from December 29, 1958, to January 6. 1959. in Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia. Gila Bahta and Charle:j Hassan of 
Addis Ababa, and Ali Nakhjavani (substituting for 
Philip Hainsworth, appointed observer unable to at
tend) of Kampala, were the accredited Baha'j repre
sentatives at this important Commission called by the 
United National Economic and Social Council for the 
purpose of consulting upon effective means of extend
ing economic aid to the countries and territories of 
Africa. 

Although the Baha'i observers had no consultative 
capacity at the Commission. the fact that they had 
been granted official status as observers provided 
them with the invaluable opportunity of meeting and 
discussing the affairs of the commission and of intro
ducing the Faith to the representatives of many gov
ernments and non-governmental organizations present. 
In this way. it has been possible for the first time 
in Africa to reinforce the ties of the binding of the 
Baha'i World Communlty to the United Nations, one 
of the goals of the Ten-Year Plan. 

Not only ,vas the United Nations Economic and So
cial Council contacted by the American Baha'i United 
Nations Committee, but the Baha'i observers in 
Addis Ababa succeeded in meeting and discussing 
the Faith with representat.ives to the Commission 
from Belgium, Ethiopia, France, Ghana, Guinea, Li
beria, Morocco, Sudan, Britain, NIgeria, Sierra Leone, 
Gambia. Kenya, ZanzIbar, Tanganyika, Uganda, 
China, Israel, Japan, Holland, and the United States. In 
a number of cases they found that the members of the 
Commission already knew of the Faith, had met. 

Hall of the PaTIiament Building in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, where the UN Economic Commission fOT Africa was held. 
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Baha'is, and that the representatives from America 
and Britain had actually helped personally when their 
governments had protested to the Persian Government 
about the recent persecution of the Persian Baha'is. A 
short message of good wishes in writing was sent by 
the Baha'i observers to all the delegates. Many ver
bal acknowledgments and expressions of acknowleg
ment were received. The Baha'i representatives at
tended two official functions held in honor of the Com
mission. One was at the Palace of His Imperial Majesty. 
Haile Selassie I. where AU Nakhjavani was presented to 
the Emperor. The second was a party given by the 
Lord Mayor of Adis Ababa. The next session of the 
Economic Conference for Africa will be held in 1960 
in Tangier, Morocco, to which it is hoped Baha'i ob
servers will also be sent. 

-BAHA'i Gazette OF CENTRAL EAST .AFRICA 

Thirteen Language Translation Goals, 
Eight Others A(hieved by Australia 

One of the remaining two language translation goals 
of the Ten-Year Crusade for Australia has been 
achieved with a translation of Baha'i literature into 
Aneityum, the Australian National Spiritual Assembly 
has announced. 

Of the fourteen language translations assigned to 
Australia, only Bentuni remains unachieved. Assist
ance from pioneers west of the area of Steenkool. in 
the far western Netherlands New Guinea, where this 
language is spoken, has been sought, but a translator 
has not been found. 

However, there have been eight extra language 
translations attained beside the goal assignments. The 
Bogotu translation, achieved by the Solomon Island 
community this year, was placed on the Guardian's 
map of crusade achievements just before his passing. 

Two items of literature have been published in Ton
gan, an introductory pamphlet and a small prayer 
book. In the process of publication is a book of selec
tions from Scxme Answered Questions, and almost 
ready for printing is a pamphlet on the Baha'i teach-

Regional Teaching Conference held at Lyons, France, 
in November 1958. 

APRIL ~1,-,9",59,,-__ 

Group of Baha'is attending the nineteenth New 
Zealand Summer School he~d at the Haziratu'l

Quds in Auckland on January 1-9~ 1959. 

ings on immortality. 
In view of the fact that Tongans are all literate, and 

the Bible is the only book that has been translated 
into Tongan, the publication and distribution of Baha'i 
literature in the Tongan language becomes a most im
portant means for spreading the Faith there. 

Following is a complete list of Australian goal lan
guage translations: 

Goal Translations 
Aneityum 
Bentuni 

Binandere 
Houailou 
Liiu 
Kusaie 
Manus 
Marquesas 

Mwala 
Petats 
Nuie 
Mentawai 
Samoan 
Tongan 

- New Hebrides Is. 
- Dutch New Guinea 

-New Guinea 
- New Caledonia 
- Loyalty Is. 
- Caroline Is. 
- Admiralty Is. 
- Marquesas Is. 

- Solomon Is. 
- Solomon Is. 
- Nuie Is. Cook Is. 
- Mentawai Is. 
- Samoa Is. 
- Tonga Is. 

Extra Trans]aUons 
Roviana 
Tahitian 
Tetum 
Fijian 
Pidgin 

English 

Bogotu 
Mare 
Torau 

- Solomon Is. 
- Society Is. 
- Portuguese Timor 
- Fiji Is. 

- Bismarck 
Archipelago 

- Solomon Is. 
- Loyalty Is. 
- Solomon Is. 

- Translated. 
- Unable to locate 

translator. 
- Translated and printed. 
- Translated. 
- Translated and Printed. 
- Translated and Printed. 
- Translated and Printed. 
- Translated and awaiting 

correction 01 errors. 
- Translated and Printed. 
- Translated and Printed. 
- Translated and Printed. 
- Translated and Printed. 
- Translated. and Printed. 
- Translated and Printed. 

- Translated and Printed. 
- Translated and Printed. 
- Translated and Printed. 
- Translated and Printed. 

- Translated and Printed. 
~ Translated only. 
- Trans] a ted only. 
- Tran slated and Printed. 
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Nineteenth New Zealand Summer School 
Attended by Many Baha'is and Friends 

The nineteenth Baha'i Summer School of New Zealand 
was held at the National J:Ia~iratu'l-Quds in Auckland 
on January 1-9, 1959. 

There were two morning sessions, at which a var
iety of Baha'i subjects were discussed. On two occa
sions outside speakers gave talks during the evening 
sessions. Mr. Blakely, a Baha'i pioneer from Tonga 
Island, showed slides of Tonga, and others of interest 
were also shown. The Youth Group entertained the 
friends on the last evening. 

Altogether sixty-five Baha'is and their friends at. 
tended the schoo!. 

Unity Day was held on January 3, when aU were 
guests at lunch and an afternoon tea. After luncheon 
the friends assembled to hear a talk on some aspects 
of unity by Mrs. Blakely. 

Hand of the Cause Collis li'eatherstone was in New 
Zealand during the sessions and spent some time at 
the school, although he was engaged consulting with 
the Maori Teaching Committee. 

Alaska Assembly Sponsors Four Conferences 
to Consult on Message from Hands of Cause 

The Alaskan National Spiritual Assembly sponsored 
four conferences in January to consult on the Novem
ber 30 message from the Hands of the Cause in the 
Holy Land. The essential purpose of the meetings was 
to consult on the unaccomplished goals of the Ten-Year 
Crusade and the position of the individual believer in 
relation to them. 

The conference in the Fairbanks·Tanana Valley 
area, with Mrs. Kathryn Alio in charge, stressed the 
meaning of sacrifice and the true meaning of the privi
lege of giving. It was pointed out that sacrifice is not 
made up of surplus funds and energy. but rather need· 
ed funds and energy_ 
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The Anchorage·Spenard conference, with Richard 
Mereness as chairman, attracted Baha'is from Bethel, 
Seward, and the Matanuska Valley. Earnest consul
tation was held on the "staggering responsibilities 
and blessed privileges" facing each individual believer 
as pointed out in the Hands' message. Reference Was 
made to the Guardian's words in Bahri~i Administra. 
tion, p. 57, wherein he states that only to the extent 
"to which our own inner life and private character 
mirror forth" the eternal principles of Baha'u'll1th 
will the Cause be triumphant. 

Robert Moul represented the National Assembly at 
conferences at Ketchikan and Juneau. The Ketchikan 
conference traced the progress of the Faith during the 
past five and a half years, emphasizing this year as 
the crucial turning point. The needs of the National 
Fund were also stressed. 

In Juneau, the entire 
Auke Bay, and Douglas 
discussion was spirited, 
part. 

membership 
communities 
each person 

of the Juneau, 
convened. The 
present taking 

Increasing Number of U, S. Communities 
Hold Human Rights Day Observances 

A complete report on American Baha'i observances 
of the tenth anniversary of the United Nations Declara. 
tion of Human Rights on December 10, 1958, has been 
received from the U.S. United Nations Committee, sup
plementing the reports published in the February is· 
sue of BAHA'i NEWS. 

Twenty·six communities reported their observances 
to this committee. Most meetings were well.attended, 
and excellent publicity was received. It is apparent 
that an increasing number of Baha'i communities are 
finding cooperation with the United Nations in observ
ing this and other special occasions not only demon
strates our sympathy with their efforts, but also pro
vides excellent opportunities to make contacts and to 
exemplify the Baha'i principles. 

New Zealand Temp~e site, comprising 41!4 acres~ on Redou~t Road ten miles southeast of Auckland. The area is e~e· 
vated, and opens out from a frontage of 100 feet, dominating the scene jor many mi~es. 
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Ezeiza and Mogadiscio Hold 
Annual Summer Schools 

Baha'is of Ezeiza, Argentina, and Mogadiscio, So· 
maliland. again held their annual Baha'i Summer 
Schools, and have reported good attendance in a spjr
itual atmosphere of study and deepening in the Faith. 

The Ezeiza International Summer School was held 
on February 74 15, 1959, with Baha'is attending from 
Argentina, Paraguay, and Uruguay; there were also 
interested contacts present, Among the courses were 
God Passes By, Christ and Baha~u'nah, Gleanings from 
the Writings of Bahd'u'Ucih, and Bahci'i Administrations. 

There were many hours of study and consultation 
on related topics. including the messages from the 
Hands of the Cause. All classes were held outdoors 
under the spreading trees, and there was apparent 
a sense of deepening together in the realities of the 
Faith. 

On February 9 a group of nineteen students went to 
the grave of May Maxwell in Quilmes Cemetery, where 
a commemorative service was held, recalling "the first 
martyr to rest in the Western Hemisphere, the star
servant of Baha'u'llah, and beloved handmaiden of the 
Center of the Covenant." An article on this event was 
later submitted to the British newspaper in Buenos 
Aires, the Standard, to call attention to this historic 
site in Argentina. 

The theme of the fourth annual Mogadiscio Summer 
School was a quotation from Baha'u'llah's Tablet to the 
Shah of Persia referring to the unconquerable power 
~ the Faith of God, and man's duty to become an 
instrument of God's Will. The talks on history, Baha'i 
teachings, and administration were given from this 
viewpoint. 

It was a united, happy school, and showed signs of 
greater maturity, Everyone was happy to have lraj 
Yeganeh present, not on]y for himself, but Because 
it seemed that in some ways he filled the absence of 

International Bahcfi Summer Schoo~ held- at Ezeiza, 
Argentina, on February 7-15, 1959. 

" .......... _ ... h ...... ' • ___ _ 
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CyrU::i Sami;::lndarL whLJ had attend~d ail previou~ 
schools. 

Gratitude to the beloved Guardian Kas expressed and 
felt by all, as it wa~ through hlS wunderfuJ leiter- of 
encouragement after the first summer school that the 
Mogadiscio Baha'is found thE' stimulus to huld the 
school annually, even when the chances for succe..-:s 
had not seemed bl"ight. 

British NSA Invites London Visitors 
to Assist in Tea(hing Work 

The National Spiritual Assem bly of the British Isles 
extends an Invitation to believers who go to London 
in order to visit the Guardian's last resting place, to 
arrange if possible to spend a few additional days in 
London assisting in the teaching work. Believers able 
to do so are requested to notify the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the British IsJes the dates they can devote 
to teaching so that meetings can be arranged, 

The address of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the British Isles is: Mr, John Ferraby, 27 Rutland Gate, 
London S. W. 7, England. 

Brotherhood Theme Presented to the White House 
Through the Bah. '1 Group of Athens, Ohio, the Na· 

tional Spiritual Assembly of the U,S. received a copy 
of the material prepared by the Campus ReUgious 
Council of Ohio State University during Brotherhood 
Week, including the agreement to use the phrase:
"Say: All are created by God,'· as making for the les
sening of racial. religious and national tensions. This 
phrase was chosen aftel· consideration of the Univer4 
sity President's challenge to find a moral equivalent 
of the atomic bomb. 

The Athens Baha'is proposed to submit this phrase 
to President Eisenhower for use as a message to be 
beamed to the world by the satellite launched during 
the Christmas season. 

The National Assembly approved this plan, but since 
contacts with heads of governments can only be made 
by the National Assembly itself, a covering letter was 
written and the matel-jal presented at the White House. 

Through Frederick Fox, special assistant in the White 
House, a letter was written to the National Assembly 
on February 6 expressing thanks for the Ohio State 
UniverSity materia] on Brotherhood Week, enclosing 
copy of letter written by Mr. Fox to the President 
of Ohio State University Campus ReligiOUS COWlcil, 
and also a copy of President Eisenhower's message 
prepared for National Brotherhood Week. 

Kenya Holds Teacher Training School 
The fjrst seven-day school in Kenya was held under 

the auspices of the Regional Teache-r Training Commit
tee at Namwe]a Market near Kimilili in western 
Kenya, from December 28 to January 4, Regular 
classes were conducted by Irene Bennett of Nairobi on 
administration; Mary Collison on Baha'i History; and 
Rex Collison on Baha'i Jaws and social teachings. 
Many written tests were given and prizes awarded for 
exempJary work. 
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Visit to Pipil Indian Village In EI Salvador Highlights 
Central American International Summer School Sessions 

Central America Summer School herd at Lake Coate· 
peque. El Salvador. 

FOURTEEN Central Ame:rican pioneers from Nica
ragua, Honduras, Guatemala, British Honduras, 

and El Salvador united during their vacations in a 
most inspiring four-day International Summer School, 
sponsored by the Central American Teaching Commit· 
tee, held at the Hotel del Lago at Lake Coatepeque, 
El Salvador. 

The school was divided into c1as~es on two themes: 
·'Teaching in the World Crusade," with elght separate 
subjects discussed, and "Standards of Baha'i Life," 
with three topics. 

An invitation was extended to anyone who wished to 
share in the early devotions on the lakefront at six 
o'clock in the cold· dawn. Everyone participated, every 
Inorning j The spiritual power was tremendous, form· 
ing a beautiful base for each day's worL in the study 
classes and consultation. 

The closing session brought deeply inspirjng anec· 
dotes of <Abdu'l-Baha, and accoWlts by Edith McLaren 
and Louise Caswell of their trips to visit the Guardian 
ir:l Haifa. 

The school was an experience rich in all its aspects; 
the spiritual sustenance was profound, and the great 
joy of sharing in study preparati,?n for forming: the na
tional assemblies cannot be overstated. 

Vi.it to Pipil Indian Village 
One of the outstanding activities of the school was a 

visit to the Pipil Indian village of lzalco, ahout two 
hours travel from Lake Coatepeque. 

After the arrival of the VIsiting Baha'is by l!har
tered bus, the Indian friends gathered at the Baha~i 
Center. They recognized instantly the sincerity in the 
love extended to them, and gave, in return, unstint
ingly of their friendliness. All of the visiting Baha'is 
were presented, and each said a few loving words 
while the cacique (chief) responded with a warm 
welcome. 

A happy note was furnished by one of the most 
promisjng Baha'i contacts in Santa Ana, Ramon 
Turush, who is a nephew of the cacique, Don Felix. 
He has been educated as a teacher and musician. and 
has the Indian gift of spiritual perception. 

He had made several trips to Izalco with the Baha'is, 
and gladly accepted when asked to say a few words 
to his O\1ln people in this humble village. To the com
pete surprise and great delight of the Baha'is pres
ent, he not only extended loving words, but launched 
immediately into a most enthusiastic and deeply sin
cere statement of his admiration for the Baha'i teach
ings and for the Baha'is themselves. His words had a 
powerful simplicity. 

Then the Teachings were mentioned directly to the 
Indian friends for the first time by Artemus Lamb. His 
few words were simple, sincere, and powerfuJ, ter
minating with brief quotations from the Guardian on 
the place the Indian has in the World Order of Balla 'u'· 
llah. His words were received with an intent interest. 

Don Felix had brought his Indian marimba band, 
and they added gaiety with their lovely music. The 
musical program also included songs by some of the 
visiting Baha'is. AU the while many other Iza1cenos 
were outside, looking through the windows and doors, 
charmed by the gaiety and loving companionship ex· 
pressed. 

It was a tremendous experience for everyone, and it 
was difficuJt not to weep for joy. All heali.s \ ... ·ere very 
full, and all were reluctant to say goodbye. The wait
ing friends who could not come in were promised 
that the Baha'is would return soon, and would arrange 
a program for everyone. 

A street scene in the Pipil Indian viUage of lzalco. El 
Salvador, 'Which was 'uisited by Baha'is from the Inte-r. 

national Summer School at Lake Coatepeq1U!, 
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First Baha'i Winter School 
of Egypt Held in Cairo 

The Baha'is of Egypt had the privilege of holding 
their first Baha'i Winter School at the I:ia~iratu'l-Quds 
in Cairo on January 29 to February 4,1959. 

Morning sessions were assigned for study of the 
following subjects: "History of the Baha'i Faith," "Ba· 
ha'i Laws," "Teaching the Faith," "The Unfoldment 
of Divine Civilization," "The Administrative Order of 
Baha'u'llah," and "The Baha'i Community." 

Evenings were spent in a period of general discus
sion of Baha'i subjects, and in social entertainment. 

A farewell party was given on the last evening, when 
the importance of the Baha'i school was emphasized. 
It was reiterated that the Guardian attached great im
portance to these Baha'i institutions, and that with the 
establishment of the first Baha'i winter school in Egypt 
the confirmations of the Blessed Beauty would assist 
the Baha'i community to render greater service to the 
goals prescribed by the Guardian under the Ten-Year 
Crusade. 

With a new consecration to the love of the beloved 
Guardian, the Tablet of AQmad was chanted at this 
meeting, praying for the members of the community to 
arise with a new determination in the service of the 
Faith. 

Nine German and Austrian Cities 
Observe World Religion Day 

Eight cities in Germany and one in Austria cele· 
brated World Religion Day this year, with all report
ing that the meetings were especially successful and 
well-attended by the public. 

Speakers at all of the German meetings spoke on a 
theme taken from the Book of Isaiah: ·'The Fruit of 
Justice Will Be Peace.'· Frankfurt, Stuttgart, Hannover, 
Karlsruhe. Nurnberg, Cologne. Freiburg, and Munich 
participated in this observance. 

The Vienna, Austria, meeting presented Jewish, Bud
dhist, Protestant, Old-Catholic, Liberal-Catholic. Mos
lem, and Baha'i speakers, all stressing the belief that 
love and justice must be the cornerstone of all religious 
effort. 

Native Chief is Host to First 
Baha'i Summer School in Samoa 

The first Baha'i Summer School in the Samoan Is
lands was held at Siumu, Upolu, on December 25-28, 
1958. A1Tangements were made by the Local Spiritual 
Assembly of Apia, Mrs. Lilian Ala'i. the assembly sec· 
retary. has submitted the .following report on this his
toric school: 

On the morning of December 25 the truck which had 
been hired for transportation went from village to vil
lage picking up friends and equipment until at last, 
overflowing, it turned down the cross-island road to 
Siumu, to the accompaniment of songs, laughter, and 
the music of ukulele~. Siumu was reached around mid· 

First Baha'i Winter School he~d at Cairo, Egypt, on 
January 29 to February 4, 1959. 

day after three flat tires, and there we were greeted by 
Chief Atanoa, who had kindly placed his two-story home 
and two additional fales at our disposaL His home was 
beautifully decorated in our honor, and the assistance 
and kindness he showered upon us during our stay at 
Siumu greatly added to the success of the schooL 

Before the opening of the school the Baha'i men at
tended a welcome kava ceremony given by Chief At
anoa and other chiefs of the village, while the ladies 
prepared food to be shared by all. The remainder of the 
afternoon was given over to settling in and making ar
rangements for cooking and bathing, etc, The school 
was opened by devotions in the evening, which was fol
lowed by an explanation of the purpose of the summer 
school. the outlining 01 the program and the setting up 
of rosters for devotions, cooking, etc., for the next day. 

Adult classes discussed the formation, duties, and 
powers of an a~sembly. brief discussions On national as
semblies and the Universal House of Justice, the Suva 
Convention in Rigvan 1959, and the method of the elec
tion Qf delegates and their duties. Tills also led on to the 
Samoan Two-Year Plan and the determination of the 
accomplishment of additional assemblies in the Samoan 
Islands. All sessions were followed by question and an
swer periods. Chief Atanoa attended several of the se5~ 
sions and asked leading questions about the Faith and 
its principles. Although the program provided for lei
sure hours, these seemed to become discussion periods 
with contacts who asked questions on the Bible and re
ceived the Baha'i answerS thereto. 

As twelve Baha'i children attended the School, special 
morning and afternoon classes were arranged for them 
covering God and. His Messengers, Baha'i prayers and 
songs, and the B~hci'i Child's A.B.C. 

On the day of our departure Chief Atanoa presented 
the school with a roast pig, and we in turn gave a feast 
for him and his family and some other village chiefs, 
during which we thanked Chief Atanoa for all that he 
had done for us. 

This was our first Summer SchooL Thirty·four peo
ple, including twelve children, had attended, and it was 
unanimously agreed that it had been a joyous and in
structive occasion. Its success was due to the whole
hearted cooperation and unity of the friends. From it 
we have gi::dned much experience and clOSeT bonds with 
one another. 



'AHA'I .NIWS~ __________ _ 

Brotherhood Week pub he meeting hel.d at Baton Rouge, 
La., with Mrs. Florence Mayberry, memoer of the 
Auxiliary Board of the Hands of the Cause as the 

speaker. 

Many Groups Hear Auxiliary Board Member 
During Brotherhood Week at Baton Rouge 

The scheduled visit of Mrs. Florence V. Mayberry, 
member of the Auxiliary Board of the Hands of the 
Cause, to Baton Rouge, La., coincided with Brotherhood 
Week. and the Baha'is made a special effort to publi
cize the Baha'i teachings on the oneness of mankind. 

George B. Galinkin, correspondent of the group, re~ 
ported. that on the very day the public meeting was an
nounced in the local press as a "Brotherhood Day 
Program" sponsored by the Baha'is, the same news
papers carried a statement by the District Attorney 
that "racially integrated gatherings such as meetings 
held recently by the American Friends Service Com
mittee do not violate Louisiana law because they qualify 
as 'religious functions.' .. This article concerned a reli
gious institute sponsored by the American Friends, and 
gave the address which was also the address of the 
meeting announced by the Baha'is, After defining the 
segregation laws, the District Attorney quoted the fol
lowing from the appHcable statute: "None of the pro
visions of this apply to religious gatherings, services 
or functions. " 

As a result of this unexpected publicity, the Baha'i 
meeting was the largest ever held in Baton Rouge, 
with twenty-eight persons attending, sixteen of whom 
were not Baha'is, nine of them being Negroes. Of 
these nine five came from the newspaper announce
ment. 

The day following the public meeting, Mrs. Mayberry 
addressed two classes of students at Southern Univer
sity (Negro), one of seventy-one students and the other 
thirty-two. This was the first time a Baha'i had ever 
spoken at this university. A Negro contact had ob
tained the invitation for Mrs. Mayberry to speak 
through the Dean of the School of Sociology, who later 
expressed his desire to study the Baha'i Faith. 

On the preceding Friday Mrs. Mayberry spoke to 
the Hillel (Jewish) Foundation at Louisiana State 
University. This was the first time that a Baha'i had 
spoken on this campus also. Fifteen Jewish students 
were present. The program was scheduled to last one 
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hour, but the students asked questions for an additional 
hour and a ha1f. 

Following this meeting a student from Pan-American 
House (South American students) asked if thev could 
have a Baha'i speaker during Religious E~phasis 
Week; one student of journalism offered his services to 
the Bah;) 'is regarding future publicity, and three non. 
Baha'i students and two Negro contacts attended a 
follow-up fireside. 

Besides meetings with Baha'is and with contacts 
Mrs. Mayberry also spoke on the Negro radio statio~ 
and made a tape recording which was played a few 
days later on another station. 

Since Baton Rouge is a goal city, this eventful week 
has done much to encourage and aid the local Baha'is 
towards the early achievement of their aims. 

Mauritius Island Forms Eight Assemblies 
in Four Years, Expects More This Ridvan 

When she responded to the Guardian's appeal at the 
outside of the Ten-Year Crusade, set forth at the Chi
cago Intercontinental Conference in 1953, Ottilie Rhein 
knew that she was destined for the far-off island of 
Mauritius. Searching in vain for information about her 
goal, she had to fall back on the encyclopedia, which 
gave her only a summary sketch. Although she was 
German by birth, and had lived in America for many 
years, the Baha'i Faith called her to the tropics! 

East of Madagascar, in the blue waters of the south
ern sea, the island of Mauritius, called "the star and 
key of the Indian Ocean," was the place where this 
miracle was to be performed. 

Ottilie Rhein arrived there in December 1954, lived 
first at the Park Hotel, and then at the Residence Club 
of Phoenix. A month later she settled at Belle Rose, 
which would be, henceforth, a center of attraction for 
interested friends that would soon become the first ad· 
he rents to the Cause. 

At this crossroad of races, where mingle streams of 
people from China, India, Africa, and Europe, and 
where each guards jealously its traditions, customs, 
and manners, Mauritius lends itself with difficulty to 
a religion that would fuse, into a homogeneous whole, 
the qualities that two centuries of everyday intermin
gling had not succeeded in uniting. The task proved to 
be arduous, but the faith and indomitable courage of 
a woman were about to triumph over the obstacles 
erected by the ignorance and selfishness of mankind. 

A Persian, Mr. Shayani, who was passing through 
Mauritius, was fluent in French, a language better 
understood by the Mauritians, and gave her great as
sistance. 

Pioneers who were neighbors on Reunion Island, Le
land and Opal Jensen, finding themselves refused an 
extension of their permit to remain there, came to 
Jend a helping hand. The ways of God are mysterious! 
After the trials they had suffered on this sister island, 
they expended themselves with additional ardor. 

The results were not long in coming. Rit;ivan 1956 
saw the formation of three Baha'i assemblies: Port 
Louis, Beau Bassin-Rose Hill, and Belle Rose. No one 
can measure at this time what their precious cooper
ation had brought. Let us say simply that their names 
will ever be associated with the history of the Faith on 
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Mauritius, fur thelr counseL theIr solicltude, anu an 
they have endured for us are to thIS day a sourcE' 
of inexhaustible inspiration. 

Naw-Ruz of 1956 was the first great Feast, and 
brought together mo['e than fifty believers. We had the 
pleasure of havmg \vith us Ja1011 Nakhjavani. who wa:;; 
making his second visit to Mauritlus, and who would 
return in April 1958. 

In orrlel' to help us resolve our problems at the be· 
ginning, John Robarts came to pay us a visit. in 1956. 
A year later two doves stopped on our island, Robert 
Quigley and William Sears. They gave us precious help 
for the registration of the Port Louis Assembly. Reg
istration of the assemblies of Beau Bassin·Rose Hill, 
Rose Hill, Quatre Bornes, Belle Rose, and Vacoas had 
to come the following year with the warm·hearted co
operation of Jalal. 

Delegated by the National Teaching Committee of 
South and West Africa, Gilbert Robert spent a full 
year with us at the beginning of the year. His brilliant 
talks stirred enthusiasm among the Mauritians, 

At Ridvan 1958 hvo new assemblies were formed; 
Riche-en-Eau and Stanley. Our hopes for the coming 
year are Goodlands, Palma, and Castel. Will we raise 
the number of assemblies to nine? Will we reach this 
symbolic number? We ask our trjends to help us reach 
it with their prayers. 

-MAURITIUS ISLAND TEACHING COMMITTEE 

Teaching, Welfare Activities Among Indians 
Conducted by Sioux Falls Baha'is 

Baha'is of Sioux Falls, S. Dak., have been actively 
tntere::;ted in working with the American Indians of the 
South Dakota reservations. One of their activities IS 

cooperation with the Council of Seven Fires. a loeaJ 
group formed three years ago to promote the welfare 
and advancement of the Indians. The chairman of the 
Sioux Falls Baha'i Assembly. Bill JIIlyers, serves as 
presidp.nt of this council. 

On January 25, 1959, the SIOUX Falls Baha'is, for the 
second time, made a teaching trip to Flandreau, S. 
Dak., and met with their Indian friends at the Indian 
church there. !vlr Myer spoke to them on "The One· 
ness o.{ l't.t'Iankind." The Baha'is have found the Indians 
very friendly, and experienced an encouraging close· 
ness to them at this meeting. 

New Groups, Conferences, UN Activities 
Mark Spread of Baha'i Faith in Korea 

The continuing expansjon of the Baha'i Faith In 

South Korea is revealed in a report listing progress 
over a ten-months period in four goaJ cities, where 
extension teaching work is being carried on by the 
three existing Local Spiritual Assemblies of Kwangju, 
Seoul, and Mokpo. 

In Chunju, where there were no Baha'is a year ago, 
there are now the requisite number for a local spiritual 
assembly; in Pusan the group of three members has 
grown to five! with the possibility of an assembly 
there also this year; in Songjongni there are now two 
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Bil! MyeTs~ chairman Of the SiDux Falls, S. 
Dak., Baha'i Assemb~y. and Howard Kettle. 
elder of the Indian Church at Flandreau, S. 
Dak., where the Sioux Falls Baha'is visited 
on a teaching tour. They are leading the con
gregation in a hymn in the Sioux language in 

honor of the Baha'i visitors. 

belIevers and an Haziratu'l-Quds has been leased to 
provide a center fo; ~ore intensive teaching activities. 
V;rhile there are as yet no Baha'is in the fourth goal 
city of Suwon, an I:Ia~iratu~l-Quds has been leased 
so that teaching work may be started. 

Altogether, the number of Baha'i centers has in
creased from five to seven, and the number of local 
spiritual assemblieg is expected to increase from three 
to five this year. 

Two teaching conferences, in addition to the summer 
school, were held under the auspices of the local spir
Itual assemblies, with Mrs. Mamie Seto, member of 
the Auxiliary Board of the Hands of the Cause of Asia, 
sei'ving as guest teacher at the conference in Seoul. 
and Roy MacDonald of Seoul acting in this capacity 
in Kwangju. 

The report also includes a summary of the activities 
of the Kwangju Baha'is in connection with UN Day 
and Human Rights Day in 1958. The former occasion 
provided the first opportunity for the proclamation of 
the Faith from a public platform. 

The audience was composed of more than 1,000 high 
school- students who were addressed by high ranking 
dignitaries of the province, induding the president of 
the UN Association~ the president of one of the uni
versities, the president of the Women's Association, the 
director of the United States Information Service, and 
others, besides the Baha'i pioneer, John McHenry III. 
and his Baha'i interpreter. J. D. Oh. 

Although at first there had been some doubt whether 
the Baha'is should participate, it became clear that 
the Faith had every right to be represented in view 
of the unique laws, institutions, and divine economy 
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Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Chateau
rO"!{.I'~ France. This assembly was originally formed on

April 21, 1958. 

which are the embodiments of the hopes of the United 
Nations. Other religions were invited to take part, but 
did not do so. 

The result of this meeting was a great increase in the 
number of students coming to firesides, more than the 
local believers can possibly teach. Another apparent 
result has been a request from the United Nations 
Association of the city of Mokpo to hold an extended 
conference in their city for the purpose of explaining 
the role of the oneness of religion and other Baha'i 
principles in reaching peace. 

During Human Rights Week. a Baha'i talk was given 
at the Buddhist High School in Songjongi, all of the 
arrangements having been made by one of the local 
teachers, Son Chong Tae_ Again John McHenry III 
was the speaker_ It was the third time talks had been 
given there, always with the warm invitation of the 
principal of the school. 

On that day, less than two hours after the talk, the 
opportunity arrived to speak directly about Baha'u'Uah 
and some of His teachings, This resulted in sincere 
inquirers, an offer of a meeting place (which has since 
become the Baha'i Center), and in the early enroll
ment of Son Cho~g Tae as the first believer_ Mr_ Son 
soon became chairman of the Bah-a'i group, and in 
December he was married at the first Baha'i marriage 
ceremony in Korea. 

During this same week, a public meeting was held 
for students of both 01 the city's universities_ The Dean 
of Education of Chosun University, Professor Kwak 
Bong Soon, gave the main address. The talk on the 
Baha'i Faith brought forth many questions, and a num
ber of the students have become regular attendants 
at the fireside for university students, 

College Bureau Sthedules Institutes 
At Twelve Universities on May 2 

The Baha'i CoUege Bureau is sponsoring, on May 2, 
a second series of one-day institutes for college youth 
at the folloWing colleges: San Jose State College, 
San Jose, Calif.; Santa Ana Junior College, Santa Ana, 
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CalIf.: University of Oregon, Eugene. Ore.; Utah State 
Agricultural Coll\''!ge. Logan, Utah, Colorado State Col
lege, ~reeley, Colo.; Kansas State Teacher's College, 
Empofla, Kans_; Univen'ilty of Illinoi.o.;;, Urbana,* Ill.; 
Universi~y of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, Ohio: Michiga~ 
State UnIversIty, East Lansing, Mich. ; Louisiana State 
Unlversity, Baton Rouge, La_; Duke University, Dur
ham, N.C,; and Brov,,'l1 University, Providence. R_I. 
. 1Ylany of our youth feel hesitant about servmg as of

flcers on a committee because they are concerned 
about their ability to carry out such an assignment_ 
Hence we have chosen as the administrative topic for 
the morning session: '·How to be a Chairman_" This 
portion of the institute will be conducted by a repre
sentative of the Baha'i College Bureau, covering the 
subject in a detailed practical manner - chairman 
of pu~lic meetings, firesides, youth meetings, of Con
sultatlOn, panel moderator, etc_ 

The afternoon session will cover two topics, "Pray
er" and "Fasting" with the hope of helping the stu
dents answer the many questions they are confronted 
with about these subjects_ 

The institutes are for all students, Baha'i faculty 
and staff, and adult Baha'is who are interested in 
working with youth_ 

The College Bureau hopes that these institutes will 
provide an added inspiration for the teaching efforts 
on college campuses, which are such an important 
part of the homefront, thereby helping to fulfill the 
goals of the Ten-Year Crusade_ 

"Conferenc€ at Urbana to be held May 9. 

-BAR'&/f COLLEGE BUREAU 

EightV Youth Meet IR Blatk Forest 
For Annual German Winter Sthool 

German Baha'i youth gathered again for their an
nual Winter School during the holiday season at the 
Schauinsland in the Black Forest, More than eighty 
people from Italy, Switzerland, Lichtenstein, France, 
England, America, Korea, and Germany, came to spend 
ten days in the beautiful surroundings in order to 
deepen their knowledge of the Faith. Besides studying 
and discussing the teachings of Baha'u'llah, there was 
time for skiing and other recreation_ 

One of the highlights of the school was the visit of 
Jean Sevin, a Knight of Baha'u'llah and pioneer to 
Tuamoto, and later Tahiti, who showed his beautiful 
slides of Tahitian scenes. He skillfully combined bis
torical events, social needs, and daily life on these 
islands with views of the Baha'i Faith. The students 
were greatly impressed by his visit. 

Mr. Sevin also spoke and showed his slides at eight 
other German towns during this period, and all the 
meetings were well attended. 

Faith Well-Represented at Iowa College's 
Observante of "Religion in Life" Week 

"Religion in Life" Week, held on February 15-18, 
1959, at Iowa State Teacher's College in Cedar Falls, 
might best be described as a victory for the Faith of 
Baha'u'llilh. 

For this annual event Rev_ Harold E. Bernhard, direc-
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tor of religious activities on the campus, contacted the 
Baha'j College Bureau for a speaker to participate. 
Mrs. Velma Sherrill~ member of the Auxiliary Teach
ing Board, was invited to represent the Baha'i Faith 
in a series of lectures, panel discussions, and small 
informal group discussions during the three-day period. 

Lecturers on Confucianism, Hinduism, Shintoism, 
and Catholic Christianity were also invited. These faiths 
were very well represented by professors from other 
universities, but it can be truly said that the light of 
Bahlt'u'Uah shone round Mrs. Sherrill. Her own confj
dence in the message she was giving. inspired much 
interest among the students and others who heard her. 

Mrs. Sherrill's activities began with an unscheduled 
talk at the College Hill Lutheran Church. Her campus 
teaching commenced the next day, February 16. Indud. 
ed in her heavy schedule was a recorded interview at 
the college radio station; one of her talks, lIWhat's 
New in Religion," which was recorded, has since been 
broadcast. 

On the last evening of Mrs. Sherrill's visit to this 
area, the friends of Waterloo and Castle Hill com
munities held a dinner in her honor at a Baha'i home. 
Two young people from the college attended the din· 
ner as a result of Mrs. Sherrin's teaching. 

Baha'i Publishin9 Trust 
The Creative Plan of God; A Comprehensive Study 
Guide for Teaching Children. This study material, 
originally compiled by the National Baha'i Child Edu· 
cation Committee some years ago, was extensively 
revised this past year. Included in it is a bibliography 
prepared by Gretchen Westerveldt, college librarian 
at State University Teachers College, Pottsdam, N.Y., 
speciaJist in children's books. 

Part I deals with creation through the various king
doms to man and his link with his Creator. Part II 
covers progressive revelation from the Day of Adam 
to Baha'u'llah. Part III, the BaM.'! World, explores the 
structure of Baha'i administration from the individual 
Baha'i to the World Order of Baha'u'llah. 

The lessons are planned to be adaptable by the 
teacher to all ages of children. They contain prayers, 
readings, and stories that can be read by older children 
themselves, as well as the lesson suggestions and proj
ects. The book is 8;2x 11, 72 pages, with a colorful cover 
that· is attractive to both pupils and teacher. 
Per copy .......................................... $1.00 

Baha'i News Index, Vol. II. Issues No. 173 to 322; Janu· 
ary 1945 through December 1957. Compiled by May 
Prentiss Stebbins. This new volume, covering twelve 
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years of later issues of BAHA'i NEWS, is carefully detail
ed, and is produced in the same format as Vol. I, but 
has red plastic ~pjral binding and the cover stamped. in 
red ink to readily identify it from the first volume. 
B%xll, 140 pages. 
Per copy. . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. .. . .. ....... $2.00 

Baha'i Pocket CaJendar; 1959-1960. Designed to fit a 
billfold. the pocket calendar this year is especially 
attractive, having an interesting photo of the Shrine of 
the Bab with a view of the harbor On the reverse side. 
As in previous years, it runs from May 1, 1959 to May 
1, 1960. 
Ten copies ........................................ $ .50 
25 copies ..... '.' . .... . .... . ...... ... . .. . .. ...... $1.00 
toO copies ......................................... $3.00 
(Note: isolated Baha'is wanting a single copy can order 
one for 5 cents, but should include enough items to fiH 
out minimum order of $1.00) 

FEASTS 

BAHA 'f PUBLISHING TRUST 
110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 

Calendar of Events 

April 9-Jalill (Glory) 
April 28-J amal (Beauty) 

HOLY DAYS 
April 21·May 2--Feast of Ri<,lvan (Declaration of 

Bahit'u'llah) 
April 21-First Day of Ri<,lvan (About 3:00 p.m.) 
April 29-Ninth Day of Ri<;lvan 
May 2--Twelfth Day of Ri<,lvan 

U. S. NATIONAL CONVENTION 
April 23-26-Baha'i House of Worship, Wilmette, Ill. 

U. S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY MEETING 
April 22 

Baha'i House of Worship 

Weekday. 
Visiting Hours 

1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Auditorium only) 

Sundays and Holidays 
10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Entire building) 

Sundays 
Service of Worship 

3:30 to 4:10 p.m. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly ot the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items, and photographs of general interest are requested irom national committees and local assemblies 
ot the United States as well as from national assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1958-59: Mrs. Eunice Braun. Miss 
Charlotte Unfoot, Richard C. Thomas. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Dlinois. U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette. Illinois, U.S.A. 
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MAGNIFY Thou, 0 Lord my God, Him Who is 
the Primal Point, the Divine Mystery, the Un

seen Essence, the Day-Spring of Divinity, and the 
Manifestation of Thy Lordship, through whom all 
the knowledge of the past and all the knowledge of 
the future were made plain, through Whom the 
pearls of Thy hidden wisdom were uncovered, and 
the mystery of Thy treasured name disclosed, Whom 
Thou hast appointed ·as the Announcer of the One 
through Whose name the letter B and the letter E 
have heen joined and united, through Whom Thy 
majesty, Thy sovereignty and Thy might were made 
known, through Whom Thy words have been sent 
down, and Thy laws set forth with clearness, and 
Thy signs spread abroad, and Thy Word established, 
through Whom the bearts of Thy chosen ones were 
laid bare, and all that were in the heavens and all 
that were on the earth were gathered together, 
whom Thou hast called 'AIi-Mul;tammad in the king
dom of Thy names, and the Spirit of Spirits in the 
Tablets of Thine irrevocahle decree, Whom Thou 
hast invested with Thine own title, unto Whose 
name all other names have, at Thy bidding and 
through the power of Thy might, been made to 
return, and in Whom Thou hast caused all Thine 
attributes and titles to attain their final consumma
tion, To Him also belong such names as lay hid 

within Thy stainless tabernacles, in Thine invisible 

world and Thy sanctified cities. 

Magnify Thou, moreover, such as have believed in 
Him and in His signs and have turned towards Him, 
from among those that have acknowledged Thy unity 
in His Latter Manifestation - a Manifestation where
of He hath made mention in His Tablets, and in 
His Books, and in His Scriptures, and in all the 
wondrous verses and gem-like utterances that have 
descended upon Him. It is this sa.me Manifestation 
Whose covenant Thou hast bidden Him establish 
ere He had established His ()wn covenant. He it is 
Whose praise the Bayan hath celebrated, In it His 
excellence hath been extolled, and His truth estab
lished, and His sovereignty proclaimed, and His 
Cause perfected. Blessed is the man that hath turned 
unto Him, and fulfilled the things He hath com
manded, 0 Thou Wh() art the Lord of the worlds 
and the Desire of all them that have known Thee! 

Praised be Thou, 0 my God, inasmuch as Thou 
hast aided us to recognize and love Him. I, therefore, 
beseech Thee by Him and by them Who are the Day

Springs of Thy Divinity, and the Manifestations of 
Thy Lordship, and the Treasuries of Thy Revelation, 
and the Depositories of Thine inspiration, to enable 
us to serve and obey Him, and to empower us to 
become the helpers of His Cause and the dispersers 
of His adversaries. Powerful art Thou to do all that 
pleaseth Thee. No God is there beside Thee, the Al
mighty, the All-Glorious, the One Whose help is 
sought by all men! --OIe""iRgS, page 84-86 
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'lhese Days Are Swiftly Passing" 

A Message From the U. S. National Spiritual Assembly 

Beloved Friends: 
Excerpts from two recent commWlications received 

from the Hands of the Faith in the Holy Land 
are presented to the American believers with an ap
peal for their serious consideration by all individual 
believers, by all local communities, by committees, and 
by area conferences. 

Under date of February 11 our Assembly received a 
letter from which we cite the following passages: 

"As the remaining years of the Ten~Year Plan are 
rapidly drawing to a close, we are most deeply con
cerned over the fulfillment of the goals set by our be
loved Guardian, and a great deal of our attention is 
taken up with ways and means of arousing the Baha'i 
world to instant action. 

"Our suggestion is that these two great pillars of 
the Faith, Persia and America, representing the East 
and the West, unlte in a joint effort _ .. the Persian 
Baha'is should be invited to contribute to a fund which 
would go directly to the American National Assembly. 
forwarded by the Persian National Assembly, to be 
used for the specific purpose of financing American 
pioneers who are ready to go and fill the all.important 
pioneer posts a broad .. _ 

"This plan would have nothing to do with the flow 
of Persian pioneers who are able to leave their coun· 
try. It would be a system of deputization of American 
believers on the part of the Persian believers in order 
to fulfill at the earliest possible date some, at least, 
of the objectives of our beloved Guardian's Plan. 

"Although all arrangements would be handled by the 
American National Spiritual Assembly ... it would 
be highiy desirable if ... the Persian contributor or 
contributors . , . could later be put in correspondence 
with the person or family that it deputized. This, we 
feel, would bring the BaM.';s of East and West, already 
so much more closely united through the grief caused 
by the passing of their beloved Guardian, closer to
gether than ever before, and knit them . _ . in a 
deeper bond of fellowship. In this way a firmer founda· 
tion will be laid for that occasion , . , when the be
lievers . , . will come under the direct guidance of 
the Universal House of Justice, and when that august 
body will need to have the greatest unity, fellowship, 
and cooperation amongst all believers in order to fur
ther the work of the Baha'i world," 

This arrangement means that American volunteers 
for the pioneer field for Latin American, European, 
and Oriental areas, whose mission at present cannot 
be financed from the American National Fund, will be 

dispatched to these posts through deputization by Per
sian believers, through that Fund, as replenished by 
donations forwarded by the National Assembly of 
Persia. 

As rapidly as ftmds are made available in this man
ner, American vohmteers will be sent to the posts 
selected for them by one of our intercontinental teach
ing committees, 

Response to This New Opportunity Is Urgently Invited 

From a letter dated February 24, also written by 
the Hands of the Faith in the Holy Land, the follow. 
ing excerpts emphasize the vital importance of ac
complishing the remaining tasks of the World Crusade: 

HAt the conclave of the Hands of the Cause in Bahji 
in November 1958, it became apparent to all that if 
the Baha'is of the world are to remain faithful to their 
trust and demonstrate their devotion to the beloved 
Guardian, they must arise in a supreme effort to ac
complish all the tasks of the Ten-Year Crusade, and 
particularly to win those goals which have to do with 
the establishment of local assemblies, the foundations 
for the national spiritual assemblies called for as spe· 
cific objectives of the Ten-Year Plan. These national 
assemblies constitute paramount goals, because they 
are pillars of the Universal House of Justice. 

"The beloved Guardian himself has called for the 
holding of the first World Baha'i Congress in RiQ-van 
1963. It would indeed be a litting crown to the be
loved Guardian's life of complete sacrifice and service 
if the House of Justice is established at that time. 

"America has the lion's share of this great task, 
as the beloved Guardian gave the United States a con
tinuing responsibility for the achievement of the goals 
in the areas where regional national assemblies have 
been established in Central and South America, and in 
Europe. 

"As we analyze the situation, local spiritual assem-
blies must be formed in these areas as follows: 

Central America and the Antilles .. , ... ,.,., 6 
South America .. _ , , , . _ , ' , ....... , , .. , , , , .13 
Europe ." .. ,', ... " .. " .. ". _. ' .. _. , , ., . , , , .43 

Total ................ 62" 

Beloved friends ~ The tasks assigned to our Baha'i 
community at this stage of the Crusade are clearly 
defined. The channels of administrative direction are 
all in operation. The means are assured, The focal 
point of spiritual achievement is in the hearts of 
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individual Baha'is and Baha'i families willing and 
eager to respond. 

"We are not unmindful, of course, of the great re
sponsibility resting upon your Assembly in bringing the 
number of local assemblies in the United States up to 
three hundred. This, in itself, will perhaps require a 
very marked pioneering movement. However, we hope 
that strong financial assistance from the Persian 
Baha'is will make it possible for a mighty wave of pi. 
oneers to go forth and fill those posts abroad where 
the need is most urgent. This certainly would simplifY 
your financial problem of settling and developing the 
Faith in goal cities in the United States." 

Destiny has brought our community to its supreme 
test. In pressing forward now, we bring to fullfillment 
the very meaning of America in the life of the human 
race. It is for this crucial victory that 4Abdu'l-Baha 
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traveled across the land in 1912; it was for this 
achievement that the beloved Guardian unfolded 
through our community the significance of obedience 
to Baha'u'llah, the purposes of the Cause, and the na
ture of Baha'i institutions. An overflowing cup of the 
pure Wine of Holiness has been offered the American 
believers. Your National Spiritual Assembly is assured 
that it is not offered in vain. 

"What service could be more glorious than sacrific
ing for the establishment of the Universal House of Jus
tice, and what demonstration of love and devotion to 
the Guardian could be more wonderful than achieving 
all the objectives of his Ten-Year Plan! 

"We live in an hour of great destiny. We pray that 
each one of us may valiantly play his or her part until 
total victory is won. " . 

-U.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Hands of the Cause at Bahii in the Holy Land on November 30, 1958. Left to right: 'Ali Akbar Furutan, Enoch 
Olinga, John FeTTaby. Hermann Grossmann, ~Ali MuJJ.ammad Varqa, Tura.?U'Uah Samandari, Musa Banani, John 
Robarts, Amelia E. COllins, ~u'a'u'llah. 'AUi'i, Hassan Balyuzi~ Leroy Ioas, Ru~iyyih Khdnum, Adelbert Miihl-
schlegel, .Qb.ikru'Zwh Khadem, Paul E. Haney, Agnes Alexander, Rahmatu'llah. Muhajir, William B. Sears, 'Abu'L
Qasim Faizi. Jnlat Khdzeh, Horace Holley, Charles Mason Remey, H. Collis Featherstone, and Ugo Giachery. 

Corinne True and Clara Dunn were unable to attend. 
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Benelux NSA Host 10 European Conference 
at Brussels Called by Hands of Cause 

The fifth European Conference called by the Hands of 
the Cause in Europe met in Brussels, Belgium, on De
cember 27-28, 1958. The National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Benelux Countries served as host, and members of 
the national assemblies and of the Auxiliary Board for 
Europe attended. 

Dr. Ugo Giachery served as chairman, and opened 
the meeting with a reading of the message of Novem a 

ber 1958 from the Hands of the Faith in the Holy Land, 
and discussion centered on this letter. 

Consultation dealt almost exclusively with the Ten
Year Plan goals on the European continent. The Hands 
of the Cause assured the national spiritual assemblie.s 
of all possible help. It was emphasized that everything 
else must be secondary to the attainment of these goals. 

Frances Wells of Alaska~ on pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land by way of Belgium, spoke on Sunday evening 
about the work of the pioneers in the far north, and 
showed slides of the northern communities. 

It was announced at the conference that in the next 
few months four of the European Hands of the Cause 
will be travelling in service to the Faith: Dr. Ugo Gi
achery in Central America, Dr. Hermann Grossmann in 
South America, and Dr. Adelbert Miihlschlegel in Scan
dinavia. Hasan Balyuzi will go first to Haifa for several 
months, then he, too, will travel. 

Dr. Giachery Meets Temple-Area Baha'is 
Upon Return from Central America 

Dr. Ugo Giachery, Hand of the Cause from Europe, 
spoke to several hundred Baha'is of northern Illinois 
at the Baha'i House of Worship in Wilmette on April 5, 
en route to Europe and the Holy Land after an extend
ed tour of Central America and the Greater Antilles. 

Hand of the Cause Horace Holley introduced Dr. 
Giachery. who spoke first of the deeply moving experi-

Hand of the Cause Dr. Ugo Giachery (third from te!t! 
with the Santiago, Dominican Repu.blic, Baha'is on 
February 1, 1959. His visit to Centra! America was re-

ported in BARA'i NEWS fOT ApriL 
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The first two Portuguese believers in the Azores Is
lands: Edmundo Cabral and Imberto Gonca!ves. 

ence he had that same afternoon when he attended for 
the first time, the worship service in the Temple ~udi
toriwn. 

"This was a perfect conclusion to my journey to 
Central America," he said. "It is so beautiful." 

He then spoke of the great opportunities the Baha'is 
have in America, with the many freedoms they enjoy, 
and went on to emphasize the great challenge before 
us, with the coming formation of the Universal House 
of Justice. Sixty-one national spiritual assemblies and 
400 local spiritual assemblies are needed by 1962, he 
explained, 50 that the Universal House of Justice may 
be elected in the following year. 

Speaking of the Ten-Year Crusade, Dr. Giachery 
commented: "This is the greatest spiritual enterprise 
since the beginning of the world. We are bringing the 
water of life to the people. We must be proud that we 
are Baha'is, and we must be conscious of the infalli
bility of the Teachings of BahO.'u'llab." 

In contrast with the freedoms enjoyed by the people 
of North America, Dr. Giachery stated, the people of 
Central America have been oppressed for hundreds of 
years; the Baha'is of Latin America are famished. and 
need a helping hand. 

Concluding his appeal for pioneers to assist in the 
Ten-Year Crusade, Dr. Giachery said, "There is no 
greater happiness or joy than serving the Cause any
where." 

Following this talk, Dr. Giachery gave an impressive 
and loving commentary on a series of beautiful color 
slides he had photographed of the Shrine of the Bab, the 
International Archives Building, the monument gar
dens, and the landscaping on Mt. Carmel; the Pilgrim 
Houses and 'Abdutl-Bahil's house in Haifa; and the 
Mansion and Tomb of Baha'u'Uah at Bahji, so many of 
them a wondrous legacy wrought by the hand of our 
beloved Guardian, Shoghi Effendi. 

On the next day Dr. Giachery went to Milwaukee, 
Wise .. where he spoke at the Bab; 'j center that evening 
to an audience of about 125 Baha'is from all parts of 
the state. 

He then returned to Chicago, and on April 7 departed 
for New York, en route to Europe. 
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U. s. Baha'is Hail Haw-Ruz With Many Public Observances 

Baha'is a.nd friends at the Naw-Ruz celebration in 
Macau on March 21, 1959. 

NAW~RUZ observances are reported by seventy-five 
Baba'i centers as we go to press. Many fellowship 

meetings were held where isolated and group believers 
came together, and children and youth participated. 
Music was the highlight of most programs with the 
breaking of bread on this very joyous Baha'i festivity. 
All through the reports we sens ed a current of unity. 

From the press clippings received to date we would 
conclude that the public was we1i informed of this an
niversary of the New Era declared by the Bab in 1844. 
Space permits only a brief resume of these activities, 
but with it goes a deep appreciation for your reports 
and for the effort made in the "reinvigoration of the 
spiritH which comes with this Baha'i New Year, on the 
116th anniversary of the Dawn of a New Age. 

Two contacts declared intentions to become Baha'is 
at a Naw-Riiz observance at a Negro Baptist Church 
Youth Center in Baton Rouge, La., to assist in forming 
the first Local Spiritual Assembly in that city on April 
21. "This has been our goal," the Baha'i press represen~ 
tative writes, "A few weeks ago it almost seemed im
possible, but we never gave up. Now it is close to being 
a reality. We have always tried to use the publicity in 
order to keep the name Baha'i before the public. Many 
times we meet people who tell us they see the articles 
in the newspaper and think we must have a very large 
number of Baha'is in the city. We are only seven:' In
vitations were sent out to forty people; twenty-one 
adults and three children attended. Of this number, 
eight were Baha'IS and thirteen were guests. Of the 
eleven Negroes present. only one was a Baha'i. Confir
mation classes were immediately arranged for the two 
who declared their intentions of joining the Faith. 

'Abdu'I-Baha assures us that every seed sown in this 
day shall bear fruit, but the cultivation and nurturing 
of that seed is in our own perseverance, our wisdom, 
our obedience to the Covenant, and in our sincerity of 

intention. What a thrilling experience to see orie's faith 
in action! May it be the torch that will set the blaze 
aglow in our own communities! 

Some sixty Baha'is and their friends from nine com
munities joined with the Assembly of Victor Township, 
N.Y., in a covered dish Naw-Riiz festival at the home 
of one of the friends in Victor. They came from Cana
daigua, Clifton Springs, East Rochester, Geneva, Iron
dequoit, Linwood, Livonia, Rochester, and Seneca Town
ship. They were privileged to have as their guest 
speaker, a Baha.'l friend from QuIncy Ill., who spoke 
on "The Dawn Of A New Age." The following day this 
same friend spoke at a luncheon for influential Negro 
contacts at the home of the chairman of the Rochester 
Assembly. 

On SWlday afternoon the Baha'i children's schools of 
East Rochester and Victor had their Naw-Riiz observ
ance at the home of believers in Irondequoit. There 
were twenty-nine children and twenty-one adults from 
Canadaigua, East Rochester, Livonia, Perinton, and 
Rochester. An eleven-year-old boy was program chair
man. There were prayers, a reading on the meaning 
of Naw-Riiz, songs from the Baha'i Children's Song 
Book, group singing, a violin solo by a· ten-year-old 
boy, recitations, and a vocal duet by two little girls 
aged five and seven. After the program, games were 
organized for the children j these were followed by re
freshments. This was the first time that the two schools 
had a joint program. 

Of the reports received, Long Beach and Lakewood, 

The Naw-Ruz paTty he~d at the Baha'i Center in West 
Eng!ewood, N. J., on March 22, 1959, with thirty-five 

children and theiT paTents. 

--
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Calif., had the largest number of non~Baha'is attending 
a buffet dinner. There were thirty guests out of an 
attendance of fifty-five. Mter the dinner there was an 
illustrated lecture. They had a hook display, and litera
ture was distributed; the editor of the local newspaper 
expressed interest in the occasion and literature was 
left with him. Follow-up meetings have been planned, 

Des Moines, Iowa, had a special program at the 
home of one of the believers. The history of spirituals 
and demonstration of group singing was fol1awed by a 
social hour. 

In Missouri, Independence, Kansas City. St. Joseph, 
and Kansas City, Kans. had a joint dinner meeting 
at the YWCA with a musical program featuring the 
Fellowship House Chorus. 

Council Bluffs, Grand Island, Lincoln, and Omaha, 
Nebraska; and Niles, Mich., had a public meeting and 
luncheon with a speaker on the Jewish, Christian. 
Islamic, and Baha'i religions. 

Other communities reporting were: Flagstaff, Ariz., 
had a youth program; Little Rock, Ark., used the 
media of advertising to bring the message of Naw~ 
Ruz to the public; in the state of California, Altadena 
had a musical program, a talk and social hour; Beverly 
Hills gave a special program for the occasion; Geyser
ville and Sonoma County a served pot-luck supper in 
the commlU1ity hall, and children were remembered 
with. favors at the soc~al hour. 

Lakeside, in addition to the above, had a picnic and 
program by the Baha'i children; La Mirada, Downey 
Judicial District, held an Intercalary Day party, as a 
pre-Naw-Ruz observance, for the children attending 
Baha'i School; Redding advertised the meaning of Naw
Ru..z; San Diego had a dinner and guest speaker; Whit
tier, with Anaheim and Long Beach, had a picnic and 
special program of Baha'i songs sung by groups of chil
dren. 

In Colorado, Colorado Springs held a social gathering 
with organ music, games, and refreshments; Denver 
ran a newspaper advertisement for Naw-Ruz; in Con
necticut, New Haven had a gathering for the friends in 
the home of one of the believers; Norwich, Fort Point, 
and Alton, R.I., joined together at the home of a be
liever in Mansfield; Wilmington, Del., had a special 
program of religious readings; Key West, Fla., had a 
meeting at the home of one of the friends, who showed 
slides of his trip to Mexico, as well as of the Baha'i 
Hou..se of Worship and gardens in Wilmette; Boise and 
Ada County, Idaho, had a dinner meeting at the Colum
bian Club, and the Baha'j children's class presented a 
program of dances. 

The North Shore area of Illinois attended worship 
services and a public meeting with refreshments at the 
Baha'i House of Worship in Wilmette; Peoria observed 
the occasion with public meetings; Quincy with a panel 
of youth at the Quincy Art Center; Indianapolis, Ind., 
had a special program; Sioux City, IOwa, had good pub
licity and a newspaper advertisement for the occasion; 
Portland, Maine, held a public meeting at the YWCA; 
Attleboro, Mass., published pUblicity; Flint, Mich., gave 
a cooperative supper at the Davison Baha'i School with 
a speaker and slides of Haifa; in Minnesota, St. C10ud 
used publicity and an advertisement; St. Paul gave ·a 
public program at the Baha'i Center; Dumont, N.J., 
observed the occasion with prayer and discussion, fol· 
lowed by a social hour. 

MAt 1959 

This Race Amity Day poster has been prepared to he~p 
publicize meetings for Race Amity Day on June 14~ 
1959. It is printed in four colors and gold on heaVYJ felt
finished white paper, size 14 by 20 inches. There is 
space at the bottom fOT information about a local meet
ing, or for offering literature. The charge is fifty cents 
each, five for $2.00, and should be ordered from Bahli/i 
Press Service~ 434 Thomas Ave., Rochester 17, N.Y. 
Orders fitled alter June 1 are not returnaMe should 

they not arrive on time. 

In New York, Buffalo held a public meeting and re
ported one of the best pieces of publicity they ever had; 
Grand Island and Niaga'ra Falls gave a potluck supPEr 
and talk; Hamburg served a buffet supper; Elmira and 
Horseheads gave a luncheon for twelve, with eight con~ 
tactsj New York City held a public meeting, with a mu
sical program and refreshments. Naw-Ruz cards were 
mailed to the news editors of five major daily papers; 
Logan, Utah, featured a buffet supper and special pro
gram with a guest speaker~ Hinsdale, N.H., and Brat
tleboro Vt .• had eighteen attend a covered-dish sup
per, followed by readings from the Hidden Word" and 
a showing of slides of the Holy Land and Baha'i Tem
ple; Keene, N.H., and Wardsboro and Burlington, Vt., 
had a worship service dedicated to the tulity of man
kind and of religion; Spokane, Wash., served a dinner 
with nearby groups, resulting in their first publicity in 
the local newspaper; in Wisconsin, Brookfield held a 
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supper and special program, and Rhinelander observed 
the day in the home of an isolated believer who re
ceived excellent publicity and the second best newspa
per coverage on the occasion, next to Flint, Mich. 

The Baha'Is of Phoenix and Tempe and their guests 
held their observance of Naw-Ruz at the Phoenix 
YWCA, with over a hundred in attendance. A cross-sec
tion of the world was what the gathering became, as 
among the guests were members of the Indian commu
nity, those of Mexican and Spanish descent, as well a,s 
our Negro friends who mingled with great joy and fel
lowship from the cradle to the grandparents. 

The evening began with the Prayer for Naw-Ruz. 
Dinner was shared by all, followed by an explanation 
and reading on Naw-Ruz with several musical selec~ 
tions. The program ended with group singing, Everyone 
left with a joyous feeling of unity and happiness. 

Naw·Ru. in Navaio.land 

The festival of Naw-Ruz, celebrated by the Baha'is 
and their friends of the Navajo Reservation at Pinon, 
Ariz. --attracted 100 participants from Friday through 
Sund~y, March 20 to 22. Twenty-three were Baha'is, the 
others included Navajo friends, some of whom trav
elled 100 miles to attend, and residents of Pinon, 

Most of the meetings were held in a newly-comp.leted 
Navajo Chapter House built by the Tribal t;ouncil for 
the purpose of providing the NavaJo people WIth a place 
to gather. When permission to use the house ~~.s asked, 
the Baha'is made it dear it would be for religIous pur
poses, and assent was given withO,lit .hesitation .. 

Friday evening's meeting was mtimate and mformal, 
with readings and a talk by Dr. Nasratollah Rassekh 

from Sedona, Ariz. Saturday night's dinner and talk, 
also by Dr, Rassekh, was attended by seventy-five, and 
was described by the Pinon friends as "beautiful in its 
simplicity. sincerity, and warmth," It began with the 
reading of a prayer by a Navajo believer, Each morn
ing began with the sharing of prayers. 

Guests from distant points were housed in the Amoz 
Gibson home in Pinon, and in the homes of neighbors 
who also work at the Navajo school there. 

Baha'i-s on the Navajo Reservation, now numbering 
fourteen, and living in four separate locations, and the 
pioneer couple on the adjacent Hopi Reservation, con
tinue to meet in their own groups for study classes and 
firesides, and together once a month, bringing their 
Indian friends with them to share hospitality. loving fel
lowship, and the Message of Baha'u'llith. 

Manila Holds Fi,,' Naw-Ru. Celebration 

The Baha'is of Manila and four surrounding commu
nities in the Philippine Islands were the happy hosts to 
a group of forty Baha'is and their friends at the Naw
Ruz celebration this year, the first of its kind to have 
been held in that city_ Two of the four major daily news
papers carried announcements of the event and one of 
them so aroused the interest of the editor of the wom
an's page that she wrote a featUre article, mainly about 
the Baha'i calendar. which appeared on the front page 
of the following Saturday morning edition, She also 
spoke of the nature of the Naw-Ruz Feast itself, and of 
the extent of the Faith in the Philippines and its goals 
for peace in the world. 

-BAHA'! PRESS SERVICE 

Dr, Hermann Gross.mann~ Hand oj the Cause of Europe (center), with the Baha~is 
sion of his visit there on February 21, 1959. 
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First Local Spiritual Assembly of the BaM'is of Dili, 
Portuguese Timor, formed on April 21, 1958. 

Second Philippine Summer School 
Attended by Forty-Five Baha'is 

Fortyafive Baha'is attended the second annual Phil
ippine BaM'i Summer School at Solano on March 26 
to 30. 

"Each day seemed too short, and each hour too shala 
low for the eagerness and thirst of their souls," the 
chairman, William Allison, reported. "Our sessions be
gan with prayers each mOlning and afternoon, led by 
the friends of Solano, Diffun, Gundaway t and Manila. 
The fact that four believers, including a newly declared 
member, came from Manila, was a great inspiration to 
the friends in this isolated community of Solano." 

Classes included a study of The Dispensation of BaM
'u'Hdh and lectures on "How to Use Christian ScriP"' 
tures ~ Teaching the Baha'i Faith," "Baha'i Responsi
bility in the New World Order," "The Role of Women in 

·the Baha'i Cause," "How to Teach the Baha'i Faith in 
the Philippines," "Entrance into the Kingd0ID:." .and 
"The Baha'i Era." These last two lectures were gIven 
in liocano and English. 

The :f"inal afternoon session was devoted to "The Ten
Year World Crusade and the Philippines." Mr. Allison 
recalled the recent message from the Hands of the 
Faith in the Holy Land, emphasizing the urgency of the 
work to be completed and the short time in which it 
could be achieved.· 

Reports from the various Baha'i communities of th.€ir 
activities were given. and the goals the~~ would strIve 
to achieve by 1960 were listed. Special consideration 
was given to the flve goal cities selected. for the forma
tion of local spiritual assemblies by 1963, and to the 
completion of the translation of Bahci'u'ltah and the Neu; 
Era and of the pamphlet Baha'i Answers into Tagalog. 
Incorporation of the local assemblies of Diffun, Gunda· 
way, Santiago, and Manila is also part of the Plan. 

In his report Mr. AI1ison paid special tribute to Felix 
R. Madella, the first believer in the Philippines. who 
first read about the Faith in a pamphlet lelt behind by 
Mrs. Loulie Mathews on one of her visits to the South 
Pacific and later in an old newspaper. Before World 
War II'Mr. Madella was the only Baha'i in the Philip
pines. Now his community of Solan? has more than o~e 
hundred believers, and has sent pIOneers to three dlf-

NAT 1959 

ferent regions in the Islands, where there are strong lo
cal assemblies. 1 'Here is a perfect evidence," wrote Mr. 
Allison, "of Baha'u~l1ah's promise that His Words would 
arise in both the East and West with splendor and great 
glory." 

Usumbura Secures Official Recognition 
A shining light from the French-speaking territories 

is Usumbura, in Ruanda·Urundi, where the African 
community has carried on the work of the Faith 
without any pioneer assistance for some two years. 
Strong foundations.were established here when Rex and 
Mary Collison lived for some time in Usumbura. and 
their work has borne wonderful fruit in the firm and 
devoted believers who now form the Usumbura com
munity. The Usumbura Local Assembly has felt for a 
long time that the progress of the work has been se~ 
verely handicapped by the lack of government recog
nition and the fact that they have no center. In an 
effort to rectify this state of affairs, the national as
sembly secretary, Philip Hainsworth, was sent to 
Usumbura to appeal to the authorities for Tecognition 
and for permission to purchase a 1:Ia?iratu'I-Quds. Ac
companied by his family, he drove to Usumbura and 
was there given a wonderful welcome by the commu
nity. During the course of a four-day visit, many 
interviews were held with various government offi
cials, including the Head of Native Affairs and the 
Director of African llousing. 'I'he result of all this con
sultation was that a letter was drafted, and approved 
by the Governor of the territory, which recognized 
the Baha'i community in Usumbura. In addition, the 
Director of Housing proved most coaoperative and 
went out of his way to help the Baha'is to locate 
a suitable house. 

-BAHA'f Gazette OF CENTRAL EAST .AFRICA 

Baha'i Center of Solano, Philippine Is~ands} with Felix 
R. Mad·eUa, the firrt believer in the Philippines. 
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Intercalary Festival Attracts Large Crowds at Los Angeles Center 

NEARLY 700 persons participated in the Intercalary 
Days celebration held at the Los Angeles, Calif., 

Baha'j Center on February 26-28, in accordance with 
the joyful spirit of this period. 

The celebrations were given an enthusiastic start at 
a Proclamation Meeting on Thursday, February 26. 
Charles Wolcott, vice-chairman of the U.S. National 
Spiritual Assembly, gave a most inspiring talk, "Leaves 
of One Tree" before a heartwarming number of people. 

On the next day the Center was astir with activity 
from 2:00 p.m. until well after midnight. Between the 
events. Baha'is and their guests admired the impres
sive and beautiful displays set up by the various com
mittees. 

The lecture on "Painting and Music," in the after
noon, pointed out the changing course of civilization as 
reflected in the works of great artists and composers. 

Friday evening's program was one of pure delight 
and enjoyment, spotlighting the allied arts, including 
literature, drama, music, the visual arts, sand painting, 
and the dance. 

On the following morning the Baha'i children pre
sented the Faith to their friends and parents in a pro
gram presented entirely by the members of the chil
dren's classes. This was followed by games, a picnic 
lunch on the back lawn, and gifts distributed to the chil
dren from a magic fish pond. 

At 3:00 p.m. Baha'is and their guests were taken on a 
world tour through the magic of color slides. 

After a devotional period at 6:00 p.m., at which pray
ers were read in nineteen languages, the festal board 
was set, and the international theme of the day was 

Pyl<m publicizing the Baha', Faith on the ground. of the 
lja;iTatuJl-Quds at Los Angeles, Calif., during the InteT

ca~aTy Days celebration. 

climaxed by a buffet dinner featuring foods from around 
the world. 

How wonderful it was, to see the Center filled with 
the warmth and energizing devotion that comes from 
putting into practice the realization that "Ye are all 
the leaves of one tree.. ,t 

-Los ANGELES BAHA'i JOURNAL 

Left: Baha'i chi~dren's classes at the Los Angeles Center. Right: Baha'is and guests at the Intercatary Days festi
va~ in the Los Ange~es Center. 
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Monaco, Smallest Country in Europe, 
Shows Steady Growth of Faith 

Monaco, a goal country of the Italo-Swiss National 
Spiritual Assembly, and the smallest country in Eu
rope, covers an area of but three square miles along the 
shores of the Mediterranean Sea, It is famous for its 
semi-tropical climate, its sunshine, its Casino and vil· 
las, and no taxes. Prince Rainier, of the Grimaldi fam
ily, which became rulers of Monaco in 1357, is one of the 
few remaining absolute sovereigns. 

In September 1953, when the Ten-Year Crusade was 
initiated, Mrs. Nel1ie French, then over eighty years of 
age, came to Monaco as a pioneer, and first introduced 
the Baha'i" Faith there at a meeting at the Hotel Royale 
in Monte Carlo. After only two months, in December of 
that year, Mrs, French passed away. 

In February 1954 another pioneer. Mrs. Shamssi Na .. 
vidi of Tihran. with her two children, came to Monaco. 
She wa; followed shortly by Mrs. Kelsey and by Miss 
Florence Ullrich from the United States. 

A year later, in April 1955, the first local spiritual 
assembly was formed. Since then some of the friends 
have moved away. but four new believers have been 
welcomed, so that assembly status has been main
tained. 

As in other countries whose government is Catholic, 
it is difficult to have public meetings. Monaco is allied 
to the Vatican by concordat. There have been, however? 
many private meetings with guest speakers and regu
lar weekly firesides, A youth group is being formed, as 
well as a class for children. 

On the occasion of the marriage of Prince Rainier to 
Grace Kelly, and when the first heir to the throne was 
born. gifts were presented to Their Serene Highnesses 
by the Baha'is of Monaco, In return, gracious acknowl
edgments were received from Prince Rainier, 

It is to be hoped that, through the continued efforts 

Italo-Swiss Baha'i Youth Winter School held at Einsie
detn, Switzerland, on December 26, 1958, to January 4, 

1959. 

.-.... ,- ,--.,~ .. ". -.---
MAt 1959 

Loca~ Spiritua~ Assembly of the Baha'is Of Monte Carlo, 
Monaco, Jor 1958-1959. 

and sacrifices of our pioneers and the Baha'i friends, 
this beautifullittIe land of sunshine, with its worldly at
mosphere of pleasure -seekers, will gradually be light
ened by the spiritual Sun of the Faith of Balt. 'u'llilh. 

First Baha'i School in Tasmania 
Held at Dilston in January 

-MAUD Bosm 

The first Tasmanian Baha'i School was held on Janu
ary 30 to February 1, 1959, at Dilston. The holding of a 
school was first suggested by Miss Glad Parke, one of 
the Tahiti pioneers, to the Regional Teaching Com
mittee for their consideration. 

Miss D. Kaiser, a Lilydale Baha'i, graciously of
fered her home at Dilston, on the banks of the Tamar 
River eight miles from Launceton, for the school, and 
this was gratefully accepted. 

At 9:45 a.m. on Saturday, January 30, the school was 
officially. opened by the chairman. Miss G. Lamprill. 
Then followed a special prayer of Baha'u'llah, read by 
David Benson. aged eleven, the only Baha'i youth. 

Devotions were interspersed throughout the sessions, 
and were fittingly arranged to suit the subjects of the 
talks. 

A tape recording made by the Australian Hand of 
the Cause, Collis Featherstone, was played by Maurice 
Wheeler, who donated the tape to the school. The mes
sage was a soul-stirring one, and a clarion call to all 
Baha'is to arise for the triumph of the Faith and the 
fulfillment of the beloved Guardian's Ten-Year Cru
sade. 

The Tasmanian Regional Teaching Committee stat
ed: "In summarizing, we would say that it is very 
difficult to express in words the whole significance of 
such a school; its value is inestimable. In this, our 
first Tasmanian Baha'i School, its inauguration, we fe€l, 
was fully justified by results. The spirit that pervaded 
the whole of the sessions was one of Baha'i fellowship, 
and a sincere desire to consult together with the object 
of more effectively serving the Faith. The request to 
join the Baha'i ranks by the only non-Baha'i present 
seemed a fitting climax to the spirit of the school." 

-AUSTRALIAN BAHA'i BULLETIN 
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Teaching in the Southern States 

THE Baha'i Interracial Teaching Committee organ
ized an .institute to help in the teaching work of the 

Southern States at Durham, N. Car., on February 7-..8. 
The theme was the coordination of teaching methods 

and techniques in, and for, the South. The purpose was 
to develop plans that might be adopted generally 
throughout the South for increased teaching among the 
Negroes as part of the homefront campaign. 

Readings were taken from The Advent of Divine 
Justice, and Paris Talks, presented by Louise McCorkle. 
"Teaching in the South" was discussed by Mrs. Bea
trice Thigpen, who spoke on The Covenant, Prepara
tion, Making Contacts, and Guidance. 

On the second day a talk on "Teaching in Africa" 
was given by Grant Hadden. Fireside Teaching and 
Sacrifice were two of the main topics. Later Mrs. 
Marguerite Galle spoke on "How the Master Brought 
Racial Groups Together in Love and Amity." 

Discussion brought out the followjng points: 
1. Daily commune for personal reinvigoration. Ac~ 

quire a thirst for spirituality. Read the Holy Books, 
especially the Utterances of Baha'utllah. Take much 
time for prayer and meditation. Remember the daily 
obligatory prayers and the Prayer for the Southern 
States. Aim to acquire, one by one, the attributes of 
God. 

2. Source material for teaching those whose ap
proach is from the Bible point of view. Bible 
references: Baha.'utllah, the Glory of God; Bab, the 
Gate 'Abclu'J-BaM, the Servant of God, the Branch. 

3. Baha'u'llah's concept of justice. "The freedom of 
man from superstition and imitation, so that he may 
discern the Manifestation of God with the eye of One~ 
ness, and consider all affairs with keen insight." 

4. Suggested sources of contact: Offer volunteer serv
ices to the Girl Scouts, day nurseries, Parent~Teach
er Associations, feed patients, write letters, read to 
patientst feed children, visit those who have no family, 
make friends at gas stations, laundromats, and super 
markets, comfort the bereaved, attend prayer meet
ings, read' Baha'i prayers, visit Negro churches, and 
read Negro newspapers. 

Teaching Campaign in Shreveport 

A splendid example of how a well-conceived and 
executed teaching plan will attract many new seekers 
to the Faith was given by Shreveport, La., on Febru
ary 1-8, with the visit of Mrs. Florence Mayberry, 
member of the Auxiliary Board of the Hands of the 
Cause, 

The Shreveport Baha'i community arranged a pro
gram of activities that included news stories in eight 
newspapers, paid advertisements in three newpapers, 
four radio interview broadcasts. radio spot announce
ments for public meetings on five stations, two tele
vision interviews, book displays at the Shreve Memorial 
Library and the Margaret Bollinger Book Mart, five 
public meetings, five informal fireside meetings, three 

luncheon meetings, and a visit with the officials of the 
Shreveport Chamber of Commerce. 

Paul R. Pettit, reporting on this campaign, stated: 
"It is generally felt that this intensive and concentrated 
type of teaching activity is most beneficial. Its effec
tiveness is very pronounced, and the resuJts exceeded 
our fondest expectations. 

"The newspapers stimulated attendance at the sched~ 
uled public meetings, and were probably responsible 
for most of the people there. A number of phone calls 
were received by Mrs. Mayberry and the Baha'is as a 
result of the newspaper publicity. requesting informa
tion on meetings, or on the Faith ... The most ac
tive contacts since Mrs. Mayberry's visit are the re~ 
suIt of newspaper publicity." 

Radio and television broadcasts were also responsible 
for the attendance of a number of people at the public 
meetings, and for inquiries on the Faith. A ten~minute 
interview on the HParty Line" program on radio sta
tion KWKH was the result of a request from the 
station for the Baha'i view on reincarnation. This is a 
public service program in which the listener expresses 
his opinion on the subject under discussion. References 
were made to the Faith on at least two succeeding 
"Party Line" programs. 

Television station KSLA·TV presented. a fifteen-min
ute interview with Mrs. Mayberry on the "Dateline t

' 

program on February 3. 
Mr. Pettit stated: "The response from the KSLA· 

TV program was tremendous, probably the most ex
tensive of any particular proclamation effort. Three 
telephone calls for information were received while the 
program was still on the air. and many more were 
reported by the station later, Many people mentioned 
seeing this interview." 

First Baha'i Youth Conference held in Chile on Decem
ber 8·9, 1958. 
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Through the assistance of a retired municipaJ 
judge, it was arranged for Mrs. Mayberry to speak on 
the Faith to over eighty Rotarians at their regular 
luncheon meeting on February 5. 

"The response to the notice in the newspaper was 
most thrilling; the president annoWlced that there were 
more guest Rotarians attending this meeting than had 
ever attended any previous meeting in the history of 
the Club," Mr. Pettit reported. 

Other results of this intensive teaching activity in· 
eluded: a request for a Baha'i speaker. at a future 
date, by the A. T. E. Study Group; a similar request 
by the head of the Centenary College Sociology De· 
partment to speak to a class on sociology; an invita
tion by Judge Louis Lyons to Mrs. Mayberry to attend 
a luncheon meeting of the Interclub Council when she 
is next in Shreveport; firesides are being held each 
Saturday evening with a local Baha!i speaker; a study 
group is being held each Friday evening to study Baha'i 
subjects desired by contacts; and social and personal 
gatherings will be concentrated on by the individual 
Baha'is to gain the confidence of the seekers. 

"In summation," Mr. Pettit stated. "it can be con
cluded that the tremendous proclamation of the Baha'i 
Faith in Shreveport and Bossier City during Mrs. 
Mayberry's visit literally had the residents of both 
these communities talking on the street corners and 
everywhere else about this 'new religion.' Without 
doubt, the fruits of this effort will develop for years 
to come, and long after the initial impetus has been 
dissipated.' , 

Visit to San Antonio 
On February 25 Mrs. Mayberry spoke at a public 

meeting at the St. Anthony Hotel in San Antonio, Texas. 
There were sixty-one persons present, including forty
four contacts. 

Almost 350 announcements of this meeting were 
mailed to clubs and organizations, and to personal con
tacts of the local Baha'!s. Publicity included a paid 
advertisement and two free publicity stories in the 
newspapers, and spot announcements on the radio. 
Fireside meetings with the interested contacts are be
ing held as a follow-up to this program. 

Bahci'is from an over Samoa gathered in the new~y
constructed ~a?iTatu'!·Quds at Apia fOT the Naw-R1iz 

Feast. 

MAl' 1959 

Partially-constructed lJa;:iratu'l-Quds of Apia, Western 
Samoa. 

Baha'is of Apia, Samoa, 
Construct Haziratu'l-Quds 

Last year the Baha'is of Apia, Western Samoa, set 
themselves a Two-Year Plan of achievement. Part of 
that plan called for the construction of a local EJa?ira
tu'l-Quds~ in order that the growing number of believers 
might have a place to hold their meetings. 

Today, these believers' hopes and prayers are being 
realized. The concrete foundations of their Center were 
laid in February, and an 18x36 foot rectangular build
ing, fully screened, with a corrugated iron roof, now 
rises in Apia-a monument to the tremendous sacrifices 
of the Samoan friends, pioneers, and new believer·s 
alike, who, in love for. and gratitude to, Baha'u'llah, 
and out of their limited and meager resources, have 
added to the £100.0.0 donated by the Canadian National 
Spiritual Assembly for the building, almost enough 
money to complete the I:Ia~iratu'I-Quds-a "do it your
self" project, with everyone helping. All but £70.0.0 of 
the total cost of £400.0.0 has been raised, and it is 
hoped that this remaining sum will also be forthcoming 
soon. 

In addition to the funds contributed by the friends, 
gifts of furniture, glassware, mats, and other items 
have also been received. It was expected that the 
building would be completed by Naw-Ritz. 

The Canadian National Spiritual Assembly, in re
porting this event at one of their World Crusade goals, 
stated: "Our hearts join in thanksgiving with our 
Samoan brothers and sisters at this time of glorious 
achievement In that region of the Baha'! world so 
loved by our beloved Guardian. ,. 

Correction 

The article on "The Guardian of the Faith," pub
lished In the December 1958 issue of BAHA'i NEWS, 
was a report on an address by Hand of the Cause 
Leroy 10as. taken from the notes of Mrs. Madge L. 
Featherstone of Semaphore, Austra1ia, as recorded at 
the Singapore Intercontinental Conference. 
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Public Meetings in Switzerland 
Bring Increased Recognition to Faith 

Baha'is of Switzerland are inspired by the enthusiastic 
response they have had to a number of public meetings 
in recent months. Not only have the meetings been ex
ceptionally well-attended, but they have brought ad
ditional notice from press and radio. 

On January 30 the Baha'is of Lausanne presented 
Jean Sevin, Baha'i pioneer to Tahiti for the pa·st five 
years, to an audience of 110. Many came originally 
attracted by the subject: "Tahiti, Five Years Experi
ence of a Baha'i Pioneer." The history, customs, and 
actual problems of this region were beautifully illus
trated by slides, reminding one of Gauguin's paintings 
in their exotic coloring. But it was the Baha'i Faith 
itself, ably presented by Mr. Sevin, that drew the 
final unanimous and enthusiastic response. 

The stock of literature was completely sold, much of 
it to the university students present. A good article 
appeared on the Faith in a Lausanne newspaper two 
days later, and Radio-Lausanne requested an interview 
with Mr. Sevin, the event so impressing the interviewer 
that he suggested a much longer period be given to 
the next Baha'i guest speaker! 

The following evening Mr. Sevin presented his pro· 
gram in Geneva to 170 people, there having been good 
newspaper and poster publicity given previously. Mr. 
Sevin's delightful way of presenting his subject again 
evoked interest and enthusiasm. Early the following 
month. the program given in Neuchatel and Vevey. two 
Crusade goal cities, awakened new response to the 
Faith. 

In SI. Gall, a Crusade goal in German Switzerland, 
a series of public talks brought forth an invitation for 
Fritz Semle, vice-chairman of the Italo-Swiss National 
Spiritual Assembly. to speak before the Bans Tem
pliers. The subject given to Mr. Semle by the Bons 
Templiers themselves is "The Future in the Light of 
the Baha'i Faith." 

Guam Observes World Religion Day 
With Broadtast and Publit Meeting 

Baha'!s of Guam observed World Religion Dayan 
January 18 by using two teaching mediums. a radio 
talk at 12:30 p.m. and a public meeting at 3:30 p.m. 

Edgar A. Olson, who has had past experience with 
radio, spoke on the broadcast, and Robert Imagire 
addressed an audience of thirty people at the Guam 
Academy of Music, centrally located in Agana, Guam's 
principle village. Both speakers used. the suggested 
theme of the oneness of religion. 

These events were well-publicized with the placement 
of posters in prominent locations, many spot announce
ments on the radio, and five stories in the local news
paper. 

Canada Summer Conferente S(heduled 
The Western Canada Baha'i Summer Conference will 

be held at the Banff School of Fine Arts, Banff, Al
berta, on August 23-30, 1959. 

Davidson Baha'i S(hool Announces 
Sessions from July 20 to Sept. 4 

The Davison Baha'i School announces its 1959 Sum
mer Schedule will begin on July 20, with a two-week 
session for Junior Youth. Courses offered the youth 
will include: (1) Progressive Revelation, (2) Religion 
and Science, and (3) Principles of Baha'i Adminis
tration. 

The Family Sessions will begin on August 3 and con
tinue through Septem ber 4. Because of the successful 
blending of Senior Youth with Family sessions during 
part of last year, there will be no special sessions for 
Senior Youth this summer. Material for that age group 
has been incorporated into the overall planning for all 
adult sessions. The cOllrses for the Family Sessions 
will cover the following: (1) The Covenant and the 
Individual, (2) Principles of Bahil'! Administration, (3) 

Air Force Academy Accepts Baha'i Books 

AIR FORCE PHOTO 

The Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'!s of Colo
rado Springs, Colo,. recently presented the Air Force 
Academy Library with a group of thirteen Baha'i books 
in honor of Mrs. Loulie Albee Mathews. Baha'i lecturer 
and authoress, who resides in Colorado Springs. 

Mrs. Gladys Roberts (second from left), secretary 
of the Colorado Springs Baha'i Assembly, made the 
official presentation to Lt. Col. George V. Fagan, Di
rector of the Academy Library. Observing the cere
mony are Mrs. Vivian Pooley, Mrs. Mary Creitz, and 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hill. 

The land occupied by the Air Force Academy was 
formerly the site of the Temerity Baha'i School, do
nated to the Faith by Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Mathews of 
Pine Valley, near Colorado Springs. The school, or
ganized in 1940, was first known as the International 
Baha'i School, whose primary purpose was to give 
special training in teaching to prospective pioneers 
to Latin America. 
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Living the Bah,,'i Life, and (4) Teaching the Faith. 
Many fine teachers have accepted invitations to teach 

at Davison this summer, and the following names are 
presently on the 1959 faculty: Fred Sudhop, Eunice 
Braun, Ruth Blackwell, Archie Tichenor, and Heather 
Stewart. Popular husband-and-wife teams who will 
serve again this year are the Wolffs and the Byers. 

In addition to the regular courses, plans are made 
to conduct intensive study courses over each weekend, 
and thus enable some students to have capsule courses 
when they are not able to attend for a longer period. 
Complete annOlmcement of all these classes will be 
found in the official 1959 Summer School Program. 

Prospective students are urged to make reservations 
as soon as possible by writing the Registrar, Davison 
Baha'i School, 3208 South State Road, Davison, Mich. 
Prices will be comparable to last year, and many im
provements have been made in accommodations. 

Parents contemplating enrolling for Family Sessions 
are reminded that special classes and entertainment 
will be provided for children whHe adult classes are in 
session. 

If You Cannof Go Far-Then Go Near! 

The Canadian Bana'i News, April 1959, has published 
the following article, indicating clearly the dedication 
and Joving service that brings results in these swiftly
passing, meaningful days of the World Crusade. Can this 
be the quality of devotion for which the beloved Guar
dian called in his message to the American believers of 
September 1957? He said: uIt is upon the individual be
lieveT, constituting the fundamental unit in the struc
tuTe of the HomefTont, that the revitalization, the ex
pansion, a.nd the enrichment of the Homefront must ul
timately depend. n 

"Have you ever thought of teaching the Faith, as a 
special project, in a town near you? A place, perhaps. 
where an isolated believer is in need of help. a place 
where no other firesides are being held. Choose a place 
that is not a goal, for this teaching you plan to do is to 
be an 'extra' effort, over and above what you and your 
teaching committee are now doing. You cannot know, 
if you have not yet undertaken this type of teaching, the 
joy that floods in upon you, for such extra effort brings 
in its wake much extra joy. 

"The most recent of such efforts that has come to our 
attention is from London, Ontario, where Bob and Doro
thy Smith felt within themselves an urgency to do more, 
although they were already carrying a sizeable teach
ing and administrative load. 

"Two friends, who had become believers in London 
last summer, moved to St. Thomas and were in need of 
experienced assistance. Prayer and consultation pointed 
the way. Remembering the shining example of Grace 
and Harlan Ober, the Smiths dedicated themselves to 
give weekly firesides at the home of Myrna and William 
Davis in St. Thomas. 

"Filling the car with London Baha'is, they made the 
trips regardless of weather~ and though at first there 
was~ perhaps, disappointment, they continued their ef
forts. Now the results are showing, like crocus shoots 
through snow. Five persons are attending with promis
ing regula ri ty. 

-',"'."- .-..... -.~.,~, ,. -.-
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Public meeting he~d by the BahcPis at Phnom
Penh, Cambodia, in Octo beT 1958. 

"The Smiths assumed full responsibility for the time 
effort, and ~inancing of this project, and to quote them: 
'We deem It a privilege and a loving service to the 
Cause of Baha'u'llah.' 

"Will you make a decision to consult with your teach
ing committee to see if you too can render such a loving 
service to His Glorious Cause? This, too, is pioneering in 
a sense. If you can-rwt go far, then go near, but go! Ded
icate a few extra hours of teaching outside of your im
mediate community. Open wide the flood gates of joy." 

Honolulu Baha'is Place Many Books 
in Schools and li br aries of Oa hu 

The Library Committee of the Honolulu, Ha
waii, Baha'i community, since February of this year, 
has been successful in placing two Baha'i books, 
Bahd'u'Hcih and the New Era and Prescription for 
Living, in all of the eleven public high schools on the 
island of Oahu. To date severa] gracious letters of 
thanks have been received from their librarians. 

Since March of this year, the Baha'is have been 
given permission to place Baha'u'llcih and the New Era 
and Prescription fOT Living in all eight of the private 
high schools on Oahu. Two of these, Maryknoll and SI. 
Louis, are Catholic schools, three are non-sectarian, 
one is Congregational, and two are Episcopalian. 

Seven of the branch libraries on Oahu have had the 
above books in their libraries since last year. Baha'i 
oooks in the main library in Honolulu represent the 
largest selection of religiOUS books in the library, over 
twenty in number. Last year the main library accepted 
Christ and Bana'u'Ulih, Bana'i PrayeTs, and Bana'u'Uah 
and the New Era in the Japanese language. 

Transfer Jurisdiction of Three Islands 
Mentawai Island, Portuguese Timor. and Cocos Is

land have been transferred to the jurisdiction of the 
newly formed Regional Spiritual Assembly of South 
East Asia. They originally were assigned to the Na
tional Spiritual Assembly of Australia. 
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Bah.ci'i Group of Rosario, Argentina, which hopes to 
reach assembly status at Ri~vci.n 1959, thereby assuring 
the minimum number of assemblies necessary for the 
fOTmation of the National Spiritual Assembly of Argen
tina in 1963. A Regional Teaching Conference wa.s held 
in Rosario on November 30, 1958, with thirty-three 

Baha'is and six guests from nine Argentine cities. 

An African Pioneer Speaks 
In the first five years only a small portion of the 

many great goals set for us by our beloved Guardian 
were accomplished. Now, in these fleeting months, we 
have yet the majority to achieve. How staggering and 
how heartbreaking it is to realize that many of US are 
still asleep! 

Only we can hear the call: we are under the All-Pro
tecting Tree. But are we listening'!' Are we not as heed
less as those of past ages'!' Today the clarion calls are 

. the appeals and the messages from the Hands of the 
Cause, the letters from the national -spirjtual assem
blies, the plans and programs of their committees, 
These letters and messages are not being written to en
tertain us j there's a job to be done! 

Life was given for one purpose: to love, to obey, and 
to serve God by serving His humanity. It is but one 
stopover on our long trek into God's other king~oms. 
What we have here on earth, this sack of gold, IS too 
heavy to lift heaven-ward. Let us drop it! 

It has been the same story down through the ages. The 
Prophets come, they call, and their Message leaves its 
heavenly vibration in the air for years and years. So 
few lift their heads to listen, but when those few have 
heard, they, too, go out, cup. their hands to their mouths 
and echo the call. Have you listened'!' Have you heard? 

Why do so few hear this Message? What has hap
pened to our fellow-believers, that some do not hear the 
rumblings of this great flood, this spiritual challenge? 
Were they not deepened enough, or have they forgotten? 

Bahii'u'Uah has been caning us for years, through our 
beloved Sboghi Effendi. Now He calls us through the 
entrusted Hands of the Cause. This is the call before 
the flood. 

-ALYCE B. JANSSEN 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
The Nationa~ Geographic Magazine for January 1959 

contains an article entitled "Station Wagon Odyssey: 
Baghdad to Istanbul" by William O. Douglas of the 
Supreme Court, and Mercedes H. Douglas. While in 
Tabriz he was encountered by a Baha'i who gave him 
information about recent Baha'i activities. The author 
then recounts the story of the public execution of the 
Bab at Tabriz, 

The New International Year Book for a number of 
years has carried a brief statement about the Faith, 
with special emphasis on activities in America. Ma
terial has been supplied for the next edition, including 
reference to the completion of the Home for the Aged 
in Wilmette. 

The newspaper entitled Novedades, published in 
Mexico City t reported on December 29, 1958, the mar
riage of Barbara Carson to Alejandro Cervantes Busta
mente in a Baha'i ceremony. A two-column photograph 
of Barbara Carson illustrates the article. This is the 
first reference to a Baha'i marriage which has ap
peared in the Mexican press. "Mr. Canales read the 
marriage tablet by 'Abdu'l-Baha, which was profoundly 
moving and listened to with great interest by those 
present," the article stated. 

The school paper published by the students of the 
Inter-American University of Puerto Rico, entitled 
Poligraph. reports an address delivered before the 
Department of Religion and Philosophy by a member 
of the local assembly. "Mr. Heath, a businessman from 
a Fomento industry, spoke of the foundations of 
Baha'j and related some of his personal experiences 
in the religion." This article appeared in January 1959. 

The Toronto Globe and MaH for January 17. 1959, 
published an extensive article about the Faith under 
a four-column head "Baha'is Accept Messages of Eight 
Religions." This article was based upon an interview 
with Mrs. Peggy Ross, secretary of the Canadian Na
tional Assembly, who during the autumn of 1958 com
pleted a journey round the world, meeting the be
lievers in each city she visited. A large photograph 
of Mrs. Ross, carrying souvenirs of her trip to Samoa, 
accompanied the article. Mrs. Ross is also a member 
of the Auxiliary Board appointed by the American 
Hands. 

A real estate firm of Wilmette ran a page adver
tisement in Wilmette Lite for January 22. 1959, with 
several illustrations of streets, houses, and interiors. 
The BaM'i House of Worship appears at the top of the 
page. 

The Asian Student, a weekly newspaper published as 
a service to Asian students in the United States by the 
Asia Foundation, published in its January 13, 1959, 
issue a detailed review of the book by John Ferraby en
titled AU Things Made New. "Each age requires a 
reinterpretation of human values relative to their di
vine or universal application. Such reinterpretations of
ten takes place by God manifesting Himself to man 
in the form of the Founder of a religion that is both 
a renewal of former religions and the inspiration of 
its age." The reviewer was K. Bhashara Rao. 

Under the title "Portia, Teacher and NCNW Execu
tive Director," the Pittsburgh Courier on January 17, 
1959, published an article about Elsie Austin accom
panied by her photograph. "Attorney Elsie Austin of 
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the silvery hair, the limpid dark eyes, and the keen 
brain of a law)ter, has had a career of exciting pro
portions ... From law to teaching in India was not 
a short step, but an important one. It stemmed from 
her interest in the Baha'i religion." (The reporter un
fortunately substituted 'IIndia" for "Africa" in this ref
erence to Miss Austin.) 

A recent issue of New York Herald-Tribune carried 
a letter signed by Mrs. Diane C. Starher. Orleans, 
France, which clearly and forcefully sets forth the 
need of a return of the Prophet. "If we are to have 
this civilization, is it not necessary to have a universal 
religion, such as the Baha'; World Faith, the only 
force capable of spiritually regenerating mankind and 
of providing the means by which this civilization can 
be attained?" 

In one in a series of articles reporting on the lesser 
known religious groups of Akron, Ohio, the Akron 
Beacon JouTnal of December 13, 1958, dealt with the 
Baha', community and the BaM.'; teachings. Here 
there has been a small group for some fifty years. 
Their fireside meetings were described sympathetically 
and the Bahati teachings explained. 

The State Convention of the Bah.iI'is of New Mexico 
was briefly reported in the Santa Fe Scene for De
cember 13, 

Baha'i Publishing Trust 
A Tribute to Shoghi Effendi. By Amelia Collins. The ad· 
dress delivered by Amelia Collins at the Interconti~ 

nental Conference in FrankurtjMain. Germany I JUly 
1958, which she attended as the chosen representative of 
the Guardian, Mrs. Collins tells with deep feeling and 
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movin~ lan~uage of her intimate knowledge of Shoghi 
EffendI durmg the last six years of his matchless serv
i~e to the Faith of Bah.i'u'Uah. Printed on quality an
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What is a Baha'i?, the published interview with Stan~ 
wood Cobb appearing in the Washington Daily News, 
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available at lower prices. This has considerable appeal 
to the public, judging by the number of requests that 
have come in for the books listed on the back of this 
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This Crucial Hour 

Beloved Friends: 
The U,S. National Assembly calls your attention to 

this important message cabled to our recent convention 
by the Hands of the Faith in the Holy Land:-"IM· 
PELLED APPEAL NAME BELOVED GUARDIAN TO 
AMERICAN BELIEVERS TO CONCENTRATE PAR· 
TICULAR ATTENTION ON THE URGENT NECES· 
SITY TO RAISE A SECOND ARMY OF PIONEERS 
TO GO FORTH AND ESTABLISH NEW ASSEMBLIES 
IN EUROPE AND LATIN AMERICA, THE ESSEN· 
TIAL FOUNDATION OF THE FUTURE PILLARS OF 
THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE. CRUCIAL 
HOUR REQUIRES UNPRECEDENTED SACRIFICIAL 
OUTPOURING OF FUNDS ON THE PART OF THE 
CHIEF EXECUTORS OF THE DIVINE PLAN. LIKE
WISE APPEALING TO FRIENDS GATHERED 
AT CONVENTION IN CRADLE OF FAITH TO RE
SPOND TO THE NEED THROUGH GENEROUS 
SUPPORT OF DEPUTIZATION PROJECT. URGE 
FRIENDS JOIN PRAYERS FOR SUCCESS OF HIS· 
TORIC UNDERTAKING IN THE EAST AND THE 
WEST." (signed) HANDSFAITH. 

This appeal is directed to every individual believer, 
every local assembly, every group, and every area 
teaching committee. It is to be pondered by every 
follower of Baha'u'llah in America, discussed at Nine
teen-Day Feasts, and reprinted with appropriate com
ment in local and area bulletins. 

What the Hands in the Holy Land express so vigor· 
ously in this brief text actually concentrates the es
sence of those passages in their written Convention 
message (enclosed with the May issue of BAHA'f NEWS) 
pertaining to the American Baha'i community. 

1. "Impelled appeal ... American believers to cona 
centrate particular attention on urgent necessity to 
raise a second army of pioneers to go forth and es
tablish new assemblies in Europe and Latin America 
as the essential foundation of future pillars of the 
Universal House of Justice." 

2. "Crucial hour requires unprecedented sacrificial 
outpouring of funds on the part of the chief executors 
of the Divine Plan." 

3. "Likewise appealing friends gathered in Conven
tion at cradle of Faith (that is, Persia) to respond to 
the need through generous support of deputization 
project." 

4. "Urge friends join in prayers for success of this 
historic undertaking in East and West." 

Mission of the American Bah~'rs 

That they followed their written message with this 
urgent appeal clearly indicates the urgency of our 
service to the Crusade at this time. 

Turning now to the Convention message addressed 
to all annual Baha'i conventions held this year througha 
out the world, we note these salient passages pertain
ing to the mission of the American Baha'is:-

"This past year has witnessed the steady onward 
march of the Cause of God in every field. When we 
recall how grievous and shattering was the blow we 
received in November 1957, we cannot but marvel 
at the evidences, so clear for friend or enemy to behold, 
of the indomitable strength of this Cause which the 
Guardian knit so firmly together. and the foundations 
of whose Administrative Order he laid so securely 
during his 'lifetime that the earthquake of h.is passing 
neither shattered the unity nor shook the confidence 
of the Community of the followers of the Most Great 
Name. Let us bow our heads humbly in gratitude 
to the Author of our Faith for His protection and mani
fold mercies showered upon us during these days of 
supreme test and suffering." 

"The number of countries, islands, and dependencies 
where the Standard of Baha'u'llah has been unfurled 
now totals two hundred and fifty-five, as a result of the 
settlement during the past year of a pioneer in Spitzber
gen, the one remaining virgin goal outside the Soviet 
orbit. This feat, achieved by the Knight of Baha'u'llah 
Paul Adams, brings the total number of new ·territories 
op ened to the F ai th since the inception of the T en-Year 
Plan to one hundred and twenty-seven. 

"At the end of the sixth year of the Crusade the num
ber of localities included within the pale of the Faith 
has reached the impressive total of over five thousand 



two hundred, fulfilling the wish of Shoghi Effendi, ex
pressed in his last Ri<;ivan Message that' ... strenuous 
efforts must be exerted for the purpose of multiplying 
the existing groups and isolated centers in all the 
continents of the globe, insuring thereby the early 
attainment of the goal of five thousand Baha'j centers 
in the Eastern and Western Hemispheres.' Such a signal 
achievement represents an increase of almost seven 
hundred centers since his passing, centers referred to 
by him as pivots of Baha'i teaching and administrative 
activity, and which have more than doubled since the 
launching of the World Crusade in 1953." 

New National and Local A .. emblie. Formed 
qThe formation during the current Ric;lvan period of 

the new National Spiritual Assemblies of Austria, Bur· 
rna, and Turkey, and the Regional National Spiritual 
Assembly of the South Pacific, as specified by the be
loved Guardian himself, brings the total of these fore
runners and future pillars of the Universal House of 
Justice to thirty-one, sixteen of which are now incorpo
rated, four having achieved this status during the past 
year. The total nwnber of local spiritual assemblies 
established throughout the world, and constituting, in 
the words of our Guardian, 'the foundation of a rising 
Administrative Order.' is now nearly twelve hundred 
and seventy-five, almost two hundred more than the 
number reported in last year's Convention Message." 

"The number of languages into which Baha'i litera
ture has been translated now totals two hundred and 
sixty-one, an increase of one hundred and seventy-two 
in six years, over ninety of which represent supple
mentary languages added since the inception of the 
Crusade. 

"The acquisition of the I;Ia+iTatu'l-Quds in Caracas, 
Venezuela, arid the endowment in Brussels, Belgium, 
during the past year completes the list of such proper
ties originally specified as goals of the Ten-Year Cru
sade. In addition to these, located in the capitals and 
chief cities which are or will be the seat of the national 
and regional assemblies to be established by 1963, a 
significant number of ~a?iratu'l-Quds have been ac
quired in recent years .... " 

HThe original Crusade goal calling for the acquisition 
of eleven Temple sites was fulfilled more than a year 
ago, with the purchase of the site of the future 
Ma:illriqu'I-AQbkar in" Stockholm. In anticipation of the 
d"ay when Baha'i Houses of Worship will be built, not 
only in every continent, but in many different countries, 
the beloved Guardian included the purchase of addi
tional Temple sites in the subsidiary Plans which he 
assigned to the new national and regional assemblies 
formed since 1953. Seventeen of these supplementary 
sites have now been acquired throughout the world, 
eight during the past year, in Colombia, Ecuador, Haiti, 
Honduras, Paraguay, and Uruguay in Latin America; 
New Zealand in the Antipodes; and in Tunisia on the 
northern fringe of the African Continent.' 1 

Evidences of Expansion of Bah.&" Institutions 
"Throughout the Western Hemisphere, the Commu· 

nity of the Most Great Name now comprises over 
nineteen hundred Baha'i centers. In Central and South 
America and the neighboring islands, where a total 
of twenty new national spiritual assemblies must be 
formed before 1963, there are nearly two hundred and 
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forty centers, sixty-five of which have their own local 
spiritual assemblies. Since the beginning of the World 
Crusade, contact has been established with nearly 
sixty Indian tribes in North, Central, and South Ameri
ca, of which nearly thirty are now represented in the 
Faith. The steady advancement in this field, to which 
the beloved Guardian attached so much importance, 
is evinced by the formation of the second all-Indian 
Local Spiritual Assembly in South America last Ridvan 
in Vilakollo, Bolivia. Among many other evidences of 
the expansion of Baha'i institutions throughout the 
Americas during the past year may be mentioned the 
inauguration of the first Summer School in Alaska; 
the beginning of active publication by the newly-estab
lished Baha'j PUblishing Trust in BUenos Aires; the first 
dependency of the Mother Temple of the West, the 
Baha'i Home for the Aged, was officially opened a 
few months ago, an event of undoubted historic im
portance exemplifying those institutions of humanitari
an service which Baha'u'llfth Himself specified should 
cluster about the Ma~riqu'I-A<tbkar in every city-and 
demonstrate the spirit of His Teachings. " 

"The last three of the five mighty Intercontinental 
Conferences, called for by the beloved Guardian at the 
mid-way point of the World Crusade, were held in 
Chicago t Frankfurt, and Singapore, and proved the 
vehicles for a communion of heart amongst the sorrow
ing believers the world over such as had never before 
been experienced in Baha'i history. Over six. thousand 
of the followers of Baha 'u'llah attended these confer. 
ences." 

"Although the work before us may be less spectacular 
than that already accomplished, there can be no doubt 
in anyone's mind that upon its successful conclusion 
depends the ultimate triumph or failure of the entire 
Crusade. It constitutes no less than the bedrock. of 
future Baha'i activities for centuries to C()me, for 
upon it depends the erection, on a firm and lasting 
foundation, of those new national assemblies which are 
to be among the first pillars of that mighty institution 
of Baha'u'llah, the Universal House of Justice. The task 
is a two~fold one: In the republics of Latin America 
and the ten Goal Countries of Europe immediate action 
must be taken to reinforce and bring to Assembly 
status those groups which are at the present time the 
most promising nuclei for new assemblies, and without 
the multiplication of which the new independent na· 
tional assemblies will lack the foundation the Guardian 
specified as pre-requisites for their election." 

A Second Army of Pioneers Needed 
"Careful consideration of the nature of the 

work facing the Baha'] world during the coming four 
years reveals that the paramount need, one might 
almost say the sale need, is to raise a second glorious 
all-conquering army of pioneers, who will arise and go 
forth with the same rapidity, dedication, and zeal as 
did that first glorious army in the opening years of the 
Crusade, and this time conquer, not new territories and 
islands, but new cities, towns and villages in the 
Western Hemisphere, Europe, Asia, North Africa, and 
the Antipodes." 

"This presents to each and every Baha'1 a 
tremendous personal challenge. Is he or she going to 
have a part, before it is too late, in the Guardian's 
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Global Crusade, the purpose of which is primarily to 
lay that lasting foundation for the Universal House of 
Justice created in His Most Holy Book by Baha'u'llilh? 
There is no longer time for hesitation, the sands of the 
Crusade are rapidly rarming out and with them each 
one's own great personal opportunity, never to recur. 
Every single believer must hold before himself the 
goal of either personally being responsible for the at
tainment of these objectives, through arising to pio
neer himself, or through assisting his fellow-Baha'is 
to do so, and thus be instrumental in insuring that by 
1963 the followers of Baha'u'llah will be found in firmly 
grounded, well informed, actively functioning commu
nities in every area where a national regional assembly 
exists, and in many of the territories and major islands 
where His Cause has been established during the World 
Crusade." 

"It is, we firmly believe, the supreme duty of all 
national and regional assemblies to concentrate their 
undivided attention during this particular year of the 
Crusade on procuring new pioneers and settling them, 
with no delay Whatsoever, in those spots where their 
presence in the chosen objectives abroad or in the 
goal cities of the various homefronts will enable new 
assemblies to be formed next Ri<;lvan. There can be 
no doubt that upon the success of such steps taken 
immediately depends the fortunes of our Guardian's 
Crusade, a Crusade which in its world-embracing scope, 
has carried the Divine Plan of 'Abdu'J-Baha a mighty 
step forward in its unfoldment, and which must in
evitably lead to the spiritual conquest of the entire 
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planet. 
"The financial resources of the Baha'i world must be 

mustered and expended at this time for the attain
ment of this mighty purpose. We can do no better than 
appeal to each and every individual believer in the 
Guardian's own words: 'Let them resolve, instantly and 
unhesitatingly, to place, each according to his circum
stances, his share on the altar of Baha'i sacrifice, lest, 
on a sudden, unforeseen calamities rob them of a 
considerable portion of the earthly things they have 
amassed.' " 

Here we have before us the fuller exposition of this 
"Crucial Hour," which carries the promise of Ba
ha'u'llilh Himself that the unification of mankind in one 
faith and one order is now to be achieved. The Baha'is 
advance through no pathless jungle of uncertainty to 
an unknown future, but stand in the very heart of 
victory. This we must realize with all our spirit, be
cause without the sacrifice of the lower self to the 
spirit of faith, the irresistible force of that victory 
cannot inspire us, To manifest the spirit of faith, we 
must fulfill the Guardian's Ten-Year Plan. There is 
no faith if there is no realization and no sweeping flooo. 
of joyous self-sacrifice. 

Let the non4 believing world continue its vain effort 
to create peace with the fabric of war, and to attain 
wealth by multiplying the sources of poverty and ruin. 
It is for every Baha'i to fulfill hi.s true destiny in giving 
his all to fuHill the destiny of a divine Cause. 

Sincerely, 
-U.S, NATIONAL SPmITUAL A:S:SEMBLY 

Teaching Conference and Winter School held at Bangalore, India, from pecemoer 24 to 31, 1958 



"-........ ,_ .... --.... ' ,---.-

• JuNE 1959 

Indian Conference of UN Non-Governmental Organizations 

Stresses Need for Realization of Oneness of Mankind 

Baha'i delegates and observers to the second Indian 
National ConfeTence of Non-Governmental OTganiza
tions on the United Nations Information, heW at New 
Delhi, India, fTomApri! 3 to 6, 1959: Left to right: R. R. 
Witliams, P. C. Auplish, Dr. K. K. BhaTgava, and MTs. 

Shirin Fozdar. 

THE Second Indian NatiDnal Conference of Non~ 

Governmental Organizations on United Nations In
formation was held at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi, from 
April 3 to 5, 1959. This Conference was opened by the 
Prime Minister, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, with an ad
dress advocating the idea of the oneness of nations 
of the whole world, thus attaining the federation of 
all nations. 

He exhorted the people to live in peace, harmony, 
and unity, and to abolish all prejudices, and added 
that it is high time that m·ankind realize we are all 
basically one, and only one, in this world. We should 
think, plan, and work for each other'~ welfare, he said. 

The Under-Secretary of the UN, Mr. Subramaniyam, 
who represented the Secreta"ry-General at the Confer
ence also stressed the significance and the importance 
of th~ oneness of all the nations of the world. 

There were about one hundred non-governmental 
organizations of India represented at this c.onfe~e~ce, 
which included political, semi-political, non-polItIcal, 
social welfare trade unionist, and some religious or
ganizations. The International' Baha.:i . CommWlity of 
India was represented by Mrs. Shlnn Fozdar, Dr. 
K, K. Bhargava, R. R. Williams, and P. C. Auplish. 

The Conference was divided into three working 
groups: Information about UN, Teaching about UN, 
and UNO as an Instrument of Peace. Baha'is were 
represented in all three of these groups. . 

These working groups held discussion on theIr re
spective subjects, and placed their reports before the 

Plenary Session of the Conference on April 5? for dis
cussion 'and approval by the full house. 

Several resolutions regarding propagation and pop
ularity of the UN principles were passed by the Con
ference. Through these resolutions it was recommended 
to the UN that every possible step be taken for pub, 
licizing the UN Charter and its principles enunci
ating the oneness and unity of mankind, and the 
methods to achieve lasting peace. The non-govern
mental organizations were requested to inculcate the 
UN spirit among the people they represented. 

Among the most important resolutions passed by 
the Conference on peace, universality, military pacts, 
total disarmament, universal education for peace, and 
a world language, the Baha'i delegates sponsored sev
eral resolutions that were also passed, including an
nulment of the veto clause in the UN Charter, UN 
recognition to the federations of peoples of different 
states as well as to their governments, and admission 
of all sovereign states to the UN, with other states 
that have not reached a sovereign status under direct 
trusteeship of the UN, 

On the evening of April 5 a symposium on Peace 
was organized, and many speakers took part. They 
emphasized the need for a new world order and unity 
among all the nations to bring everlasting peace. 

Dr, V. K. R. V. Rao? vice-chancellor of Delhi Uni
versity, said that the time has come for the world to 
be united under one religion, since the old religions, 
due to their static and impracticable status, have be· 
come outdated. 

This new religion, Dr. Rao said, should be based on 
the realization of the oneness of mankind, so that 
the problems of world peace might be solved, and 
there would come maximum understanding of each 
other through common bonds of love and unity. 

Dr. Rao was immediately reminded of the Baha'i 
Faith and its teachings given to the world by 
Baha'u'llah. The Baha'i delegates presented the Baha'i 
plan for peace to the speaker and to the audience. 
The Baha'i Message was also given to the participants 
of the Conference, and it was fully commended by 
the other delegates. 

All National Assemblies Endorse 
United Nations Genocide Convention 

'!\vo representatives of the Baha'i International Com
munity, H. Borrah Kavelin and Mrs. Mildred R, Mot, 
tahedeh, presented to the President of the Human 
Rights Commission, Ambassador Gunewardene of Cey
lon, an endorsement of the Genocide Convention by 
all its national and regional assemblies, representing 
more than eighty countries and territories, on April 
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Representatives of the Baha.'i International Community greeting the President 01 the Human Rights Commission oj 
the United Nations, Ambassador Ratnakirti Gunewardene, after presenting an endorsement of the Genocide Con. 

vention by aU the Baha'i national and regional assembhes. 

10, 1959, in New York City. These endorsements came 
from Baha'i assemblies located in North and South 
America, Europe, Africa, the Orient, Australia and 
New Zealand. 

The Genocide Convention has been ratified by fifty· 
nine countries, the largest number of ratifications ob
tained by any Convention adopted under the auspices 
of the UN. Genocide is defined as the international 
crime of destroying national, racial, or religious 
groups. 

Mr. Kavelin, chairman of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States, made the 
following statement; "Mr. President, I have the honor 
and the privilege to present to you, as the keeper of 
the conscience of the United Nations and therefore 
of the world at large, documents which represent an 
act of conscience of my fellow co-religionists of more 
than eighty countries and territories. 

"The resolution they have adopted reads: 'Since the 
teaching and practice of the oneness of mankind is the 
cornerstone of the religion revealed by Baha'u'llah, His 
followers throughout our jurisdiction recognize the vital 
importance of the Genocide Convention for assuring 
the protection of small and helpless races and peoples. 

"The Baha'is of the world have endorsed the Geno
cide Convention as an expression of their firmly-held 
conviction of the oneness of mankind and of the human 
race. 

UNations, races, and religious groups are called upon 
to enrich, through their own inherent gifts, the common 
treasury of civilization. Therefore the destruction of 
anyone of them impoverishes the whole of the human 
race. 

"Upon the preservation of this basic noble principle 
depend all the other efforts of the United Nations. By 
endorsing the Genocide Convention the Baha'is express, 
through us, the hope that all the nations of the world 
will rally around this great Convention," 

Ambassador Ratnakirti Gunewardene replied as fol
lows: "Mr. Kavelin and Members of the Baha'i Inter
national Community: I am greatly impressed by the 
endorsement of the Genocide Convention by eighty 
national and regional assemblies of the Baha'is, coming 
as they do from countries and territories from all Over 
the globe, This is a most powerful expression of world 
opinion. It makes us feel that our work here in the 
United Nations is supported indeed, not only by the 
governments, but by the peoples themselves. 

"The Genocide Convention is a treaty by the people 
and for the people. It has been ratified by an impres. 
sive number of fifty-nine parliaments for the purpose 
of protecting not the Governments but the peoples 
themselves. It is people who provide the backbone of 
human history, and by destroying them history itself 
is interrupted, Millions of innocent men and women 
perished from genocide throughout the ages, but death 
did not silence their vQices. These voices have awak
ened and nourished our conscience. It is with the ink 
of their blood that the Genocide Convention was written 
by the United Nations. We have now in this Convention 
a meaningful compact between East and West for the 
preservation of mankind. 

"The Genocide Convention has already made an 
impact on human consciousness, The world 4genodde' 
carries in itself a moral judgment which the world 
will not suffer to be circumvented or weakened. To 
weaken a treaty which deals with the protection of 
life would mean undermining life itself, It is for this 
reason that nations have been unwilling to let the 
Genocide Convention lose its forcefulness, by having 
its concept included in other documents which are not 
enforcible, We hope that more nations will ratify the 
Genocide Convention and will adopt domestic laws 
against genocide. Let us rededicate ourselves to an 
affirmation of our belief in this great Convention which 
is so basic to civilization." 
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869 Delegates and Visitors Find Renewed Inspiration 

at Fifty-First U. S. National Convention In Wilmette 

UNCONQUERABLE joy, zest, and resolution in the 
face of tasks still unfinished-this was the spirit 

that promptly enveloped the Fifty-First Annual Con
vention of the Baha'is of the United Stales as it opened 
in Wilmette on April 23, 1959, for four prayerful days of 
deliberation and inspiration. 

Reverence tempered the eager excitement of dele
gates and visitors .in the Temple's Foundation Hall 
when Chairman Barrah KaveIin hallowed the convoca
tion with the simple words, "May this Convention be 
inspired by the spirit of the beloved Guardian." Then 
a quick climax was reached with the reading of the 
message addressed by the Hands of the Cause in the 
Holy Land to all of this year's thirty-one national con
ventions. 

In this historic document the revered Hands summar
ized many recent and current advances and victories, 
including the formation of four new national and re
gional assemblies during Rigvim. In contrast, they 
pointed out that the success of our beloved Guardian'S 
Crusade, and the consequent assurance of early estab
lishment of the Universal House of Justice, still de
pended upon a triumphant conclusion. In this connec· 
tion the paramount need, and the faremost challenge to 
every believer, is a "second army" of pioneers to con
quer, not new territories, but additional cities, towns, 
and villages in the Western Hemisphere, Europe, Asia, 
North Africa, and the Antipodes, 

Batloting for the National Spiritual Assembly of the 
United States jor 1959-1960. 

Hands of the Cause William Sears. Corinne True and 
Horace Holley on the platform at the Fifty-First' U.S_ 

Convention. 

To help implement this "mass migration," the be
loved Hands proposed, to the National Spiritual Assem
blies of fran and of the United States, a joint deputiza
tion project whereby Persian Baha'is, eager but ham
pered in going forth, can give financial assistance to 
North American believers able to reach the places so 
urgently in need of teachers and settlers. 

Pioneers Urged +0 Remain at Their Posts 
Heavily stressed. along with this great plan, were 

pleas that all present pioneers, abroad and on the home
fronts, remain at their posts at all costs, and that, as 
implored by the beloved Guardian, believers every
where place "on the altar of Baha'i sacrifice" their 
share of the needed financial resources. 

Singularly appropriate after the reading of the mes
sage was a brief address, by revered Hand of the Cause 
and secretary of the Convention Horace Holley, on the 
institution of the Hands. Particularly impressive was 
his reminder that. through one inspired sentence desig
nating the Hands as "chief stewards," Shoghi Effendi 
gave continuity to the Faith after his passing, when no 
national assembly could have taken the initiative in or
der to assure this. 

The message from the Hands in the Holy Land bril
liantly illuminated the theme that had been set for the 
Convention: "This Crucial Year of the World Crusade." 
Further confirming the direction and tone of the Con
vention were two statements by beloved Hand of the 
Cause William Sears, who is functioning as an Ameri
can Hand for the remaining Crusade years. First he 
appealed for that greater love, among ourselves and 
toward all mankind, that will transform the world. 



Subsequently he added a ringing, energizing declara· 
lion: "We are the people; this is the hour," a slogan 
which permeated all the consultation that followed, and 
which gave the Convention a "wonderful spirit of 
action," as Mr. Sears himself later described it. 

Exemplifying that spirit was the Convention's cabled 
acknowledgment of the message from Haifa: 

CONVENTION DEEPLY GRATEFUL FOR MES
SAGE OF HANDS OF CAUSE DEPICTING ONWARD 
MARCH OF FAITH AND PROVIDING BASIS FOR 
CONVENTION CONSULTATION AND ACTION. HUM
BLED AND INSPIRED BY PROPOSAL OF JOINT 
DEPUTIZATION PROJECT UNITING EAST AND 
WEST. DEEPLY APPRECIATE ASSIGNMENT TO 
WESTERN HEMISPHERE OF HAND OF CAUSE WIL
LIAM SEARS WHO FIRES US WITH RENEWED 
LOVE AND ENTHUSIASM. AWARE OF VAST SCOPE 
OF UNFINISHED TASKS BUT PRAY AND BELIEVE 
WE WILL PROVE WORTHY OF SUPREME CONFI
DENCE PLACED IN US BY OUR BELOVED GUARD
IAN. UNITED WITH YOU IN LOVE FOR THE FAITH 
OF BARA'U'LLAR. 

In reply. the revered Hands reemphasized the origi
nal message's peak points applying to the tasks of the 
American Bahit'is: 

IMPELLED (TO) APPEAL (IN THE) NAME (OF 
THE) BELOVED GUARDIAN (TO THE) AMERICAN 
BELIEVERS (TO) CONCENTRATE PARTICULAR AT
TENTION (ON THE) URGENT NECESSITY (TO) 
RAISE (A) SECOND ARMY (OF) PIONEERS (TO) 
GO FORTH (TO) ESTABLISH NEW ASSEMBLIES 
(IN) EUROPE AND LATIN AMERICA, (THE) ESSEN
TIAL FOUNDATION (FOR THE) FUTURE PILLARS 
(FOR THE) UNIVERSAL HOUSE (OF) JUSTICE. 
(THIS) CRUCIAL HOUR REQUIRES (AN) UNPRECE
DENTED SACRIFICIAL OUTPOURING (OF) FUNDS 
(ON THE) PART (OF THE) CHIEF EXECUTORS (OF 
THE) DIVINE PLAN. (WE ARE) LIKEWISE AP
PEALING (TO THE) FRIENDS GATHERED (IN THE) 
CRADLE (OF THE) FAITH (TO) RESPOND (TO 
THE) NEED THROUGH GENEROUS SUPPORT (OF 
THE) DEPUTIZATION PROJECT. (WE) URGE (THE) 
FRIENDS TO JOIN (IN) PRAYERS (FOR THE) SUC
CESS (OF THE) HISTORIC UNDERTAKING (OF) 
EAST AND WEST. 

SeH-Examination Reveals Shortcomings and. Progress 
Relating this newly depicted future to the recent past, 

the representatives of the American Baha'i Commu· 
nity reviewed its shortcomings in a true spirit of self· 
examination. It became evident that if the last year had 
to be reckoned as one of meager general growth in the 
United States, this was at least partially offset by the 
definite and progressive acceleration of youth activities 
and enrollments. Furthermore. there were many other 
facets of promulgation that reflected notable advances 
or that gave promise for the near future. 

Among these were the earnest consideration and plan
ning of expanded teaching among our beloved. friends. 
the Negroes; the growing effectiveness of the teaching 
among the equally dear American Indians; the bur· 
geoning activities of the College Bureau; the continued 
strengthening of relations with the United Nations on 
both national and international levels, in accordance 
with the beloved Guardian's wishes: the constant. out· 

Hands of the Cause Horace Honey and William Sears. 

H. Borrah Kavelin~ chairman, and Arthur L. Dahl, 
treasurer, of the U.S. National Spiritual Assembly. 

William de Forge, chairman of the Western. Hemisphere 
Teaching Committee, and Rexford Parma tee, chairman 

of the U.S. Africa Teaching Committee. 

Francis Johnson, chairman, and Mrs. Nancy Phillips, 
secretary, of the American Indian Service Committee. 

Mrs. Etta Woodten. chairman of the Interracial Teach. 
ing Committee, and Ronald Hauck~ secretary of the 

National Baha~i Youth Committee. 
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standing advances in the field of child education; the 
further expansion of public proclamation through the 
press and other media, including new or recently re· 
vised literature designed to me€t every need; the closer 
orientation of the sum-mer schools to the Crusade goals; 
and the forward-looking reorganization of the signifi
cant audio-visual facilities. 

Also to be counted as a positive factor was the en
couraging response. among the believers themselves, to 
the National Spiritual Assembly's current hornefront 
campaign to support our blessed Guardian's triple plea 
for "spiritual reinvigoration, administrative expansion, 
and material replenishment." Admittedly the response 
had not been far-reaching and fast enough to prevent, 
among other things, a considerable deficit in the past 
year's budget. However, a growing awareness of our re· 
sponsibilities will probably improve the financial situa· 
tion to the point of covering this deficit as well as the 
newly approved budget, somewhat smaller than last 
year's as a result of the completion of certain projects. 
Similarly, the National Spiritual Assembly's devoted 
and continuing efforts in the reorientation campaign 
will no doubt bear fruit in the other fields of our en
deavor. 

National Spiritual Assembly Elected 
In the midst of its consultation the Convention paused~ 

as always. for the solemn fulfillment of its other princi
pal purpose: the election of the new national adminis· 
trative body. The roster, following election of officers, 
stands as follows: Chairman, Borrah Kavelin: Vice
Chairman, Charles Wolcott; Secretary, Horace Holley; 
Assistant Secretary, Charlotte Linfoot; Recording Sec· 
retary, Edna True; Treasurer, Arthur Dahl; and Ells
worth Blackwell. Katherine True, and Florence May· 
berry. 

With this sacred duty prayerfully performed, the dele
gates resumed their consideration of the prindpal chal
lenges that face the Baha'i world. and particularly the 
American community, including those in Africa, Asia, 

Convention delegates and visitors gathered on the steps 
of the House of Worship for the official Convention 

photograph. 
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and Europe. 
First and foremost, obviously, comes the tremendous 

need and opportu.ni~y for 200 to 300 pioneers of the "sec
ond army" for Centt-al America and Europe---lOO of 
them needed immediately, in response to a special ap. 
peal from the Hands in the Holy Land. Closely coupled 
with this is a critical need for settlers to release other 
homefront Baha'is who can move to Latin America on a 
self-supporting basis. Both of these projects will serve 
the transcendant task of establishing, world-wide, thirty. 
four more national assemblies, of which eleven in Eu. 
rope and twenty in the Western Hemisphere are the 
American community's responsibility. In addition, and 
despite these drains on their present numbers, the 
American believers must stiU form, or reconstitute, 
about 100 more local assemblies as soon as possible, to 
reach the needed total of 300, and must incorporate 
sixteen. 

Highlights of Convenlion 
All of the foregoing typifies a consultative ebb and 

flow that probably develops in every Baha'i Convention: 
tasks accomplished versus things to be done; victories 
against reverses; poignant soul-searching followed by 
reviving joy. Over against recurring realization of mul· 
tiple goals yet unattained stood the happiness of send· 
lng a message of gratitude and love to blessed 'Ama· 
tu'l .. Baha Ru!:tiyyih Khanum; the appearance before the 
Convention of the dearly cherished Hand of the Cause, 
Mrs. Corinne True; the joyous and arresting address 
given by William Sears as part of the intervening RiQ.
van Feast; the radiant gathering of some fifty volun· 
teers for the new "army," representing themselves and 
ten more; a notable talk by Miss Flora Emily Hottes on 
"Living the Life and the World Crusade"; the long
awaited news of government permission to build the 
Temple in Germany; the coming forward of Mrs. Char· 
lotte Gillan, who helped to dedicate the Temple founda
tion stone in 1912 in the name of Alaska, and who in 
spite of her ninety years now wishes to pioneer there; 
the heartening messages from points far and near; the 
thrill of inspecting the recently opened Baha'i Home, 
beautiful first accessory of the Ma@riqu'l-AQbkar; and 
the chanting of a prayer by a young Persian girl as she 

Some Of the fifty American Baha.~is that volunteered to 
pioneer at the Fijty·First Convention. 
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and her fiance made public announcement, before the 
Convention, of their betrothal. 

Many were the inspirational and cogent phrases that 
rang in the minds of the 869 delegates and visitors as 
the great convocation drew toward its close: The rank 
and file must learn to teach. Go to the churches and 
study our competition, Don't send the children to church 
Sunday school: it only builds a foundation that will have 
to be torn up. Give full support and obedience to the ad
ministrative institutions; don't waste energy in wonder
ing about their decisions, The present emergency, 
wholly spiritual in character, requires superhuman ef
fort. We have been given all we need to carry out our 
tasks; draw on the Power. We must reach a state of 
universal love which rises above personality. To be 
truly integrated in the Faith, we must study daity, so as 
to really know the teachings and appJy them to our
selves. Look to the Writings for inspiration, and to our 
fellow-believers for stimulation, Teach the soul as well 
as the mind. Concentrate on the power and help of 
prayer. There is strength only in unity! And, climaxing 
all. the Master's pearl of divine wisdom, "Spirituality 
is love in action." 

Final Plea for Renewed Spirit .t Home 
With uplift outweighing regret, and dedicated resolve 

overshadowing all else, the fifty-first American Conven
tion took its place in Baha'i history; but not before 
Chairman Kavelin had voiced a final plea to "renew at 
home the spirit caught here," and beloved Hands Hor· 
ace Holley and William Sears had offered their final 
strengthening words to everyone present, 

Reluctantly each goes his own way, his inner eyes and 
ears still filled with sights and sounds, The warm vista 
of all the friends in Foundation Hall. The world's holi· 
est House of Worship wreathed in blending light and 
ethereal nighttime fog. The exaltation of the Revelator's 
prayer, Sweet-Scented Streams, sung by the choir to 
Charles Wolcott's undyin g music. And finally, a throb
bing residue of sound that is almost silence. Is it a men
tal persistence of echoes from the Convention? Is it the 
departing wayfarer's own crowding pulse? Is it, pos
sibly, a sensing of the first muffled footfalls of the prom
ised "troops," setting out at long last on their quest for 
their Lord? 

-Po R. AND S. B. MEINHARD 

First South Pacific Teaching Conference 
at Suva Pretedes First Convention 

The first teaching conference ever to be held for the 
Baha'is of the South Pacific took place in Suva, Fiji Is
lands, on April 22, 1959, as a prelude .to the first annual 
convention of the Baha'is for that area, which was to 
follow during the next three days. Thirty-four believers 
from five island groups were present--Cook, Fiji, Sa
moa, Solomon, and Tonga-and from the national Baha'i 
communities of Australia, New Zealand, and the United 
States of America. Among them· were Hand of the 
Cause H, Collis Featherstone, five Auxiliary Board 
members, and five Knights of Baha'u'llil.h. 

Mr. Featherstone acted as chairman of the confer
ence, and Miss Margaret L. Rowling served as recorder 

and provided an excellent report from which this ac
count has been prepared. 

Miss Rowling reported that the spirit of the confer
ence, which consulted on ways and means to carry for
ward 'Abdu'l-Baha's Divine Plan and to complete the 
Guardian'S Ten-Year Crusade, could best be expressed 
in the words of Baha'u'lJa.h: "Verily, We behold you 
from OUf realm of glory and shall aid whosoever will 
arise for the triumph of Our Cause with the hosts of the 
Concourse on hjgh and a company of Our favored an
gels." (Weanings, p. 39.) 

Following opening prayers in English, Samoan, and 
Fijian, the program for the forenoon session included in 
addition to the greetings by Mr. Featherstone on behalf 
of the Hands of the Cause in the Holy Land, from the 
Hands of the Cause in the United states, as well as from 
Mrs. Clara Dwm and himself as Hands of the Cause in 
Australia, greetings from Mrs. Margery McCormick on 
behalf of the National Spiritual Assembly of the United 
States and its Asia Teaching Committee, a stirring ac
count by Mr. Featherstone of the rapid growth of the 
Faith in the South Pacific since the announcement of 
the World Crusade by Shoghi Effendi in October 1952, 
and reports of accomplishments from all of the island 
groups represented. These reports opened up the consul
tation that was to follow during the remainder of the 
conference on these subjects: 

The best methods of spreading the Faith to island 
peoples; providing transportation to assembly meetings 
and Nineteen-Day Feasts for widely scattered mem
bers; translation of Baha'i literature from English into 

Marker at the Temple site of India at Bahapu.r, New 
Delhi. The site is 30,000 square yards in area, on top of 
a hill facing oath Delhi and New DeUti. There is ade-

quate land jor the Temple and its dependencies. 
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the many languages spoken in the Polynesian, Mela
nesian, and Micronesian areas; incorporation of local 
spiritual assemblies; child education; establishment of 
I:Ia~iratu'I-Quds; meeting the need for the stimulating 
effect of outstanding visitors and traveling teachers; 
handling the opposition of the sections of other religions 
that are established in the islands; finding employment 
for members who wish to transfer to other islands to es
tablish the Faith; obtaining recognition of Baha'i Holy 
Days; providing good grounding for new believers in 
the spiritual teachings and administrative requirements 
of the Faith, so that they will not only be able to with
stand the pressures brought to bear on them by other 
religious organizations, but also to enable them to teach 
effectively among their own people. 

The afternoon session opened with the Bab's prayer 
lor the removal of difficulties recited in eight lan
guages: Hindustani, Kwaraae (Solomon Islands), Ton
gan. Rarotongan, Maori, Fijian, English, and Samoan. 

According to Miss Rowling, a high note of enthusiasm 
was expressed in the consultation which followed on: 
I 'What is the best method of teaching the Faith'?" 
"What books and pamphlets in English are most helpful 
in teaching the Faith in this area ?" "What is the best 
way ot having translations made?" 

Mrs. Madge Featherstone, member of the Asian 
Teaching Committee of Australia, reported that, of the 
fourteen languages allotted to Australia by the Guard
ian for translation during the Ten-Year Crusade, thir
teen had been completed and twelve additional transla
tions had been achieved. 

Mrs. Margery McCormick gave inspiring information 
and suggestions of teaching methods. She stressed the 
importance of visual aids, and illustrated certain types 
which she had personally found useful in the United 
States. 

The conference adopted three recommendations to be 
presented to the first Regional Spiritual Assembly, 
which would be elected at the forthcoming convention, 
all having t'o do with the subject of translation 'and pub
lication of teaching literature. One o{ the resolutions 
recommended a committee to simplify the language of 
the English text of certain widely-used basic pamphlets 
in order to meet the need of the less literate among the 
island peoples. 

Many tributes were paid to the efficiency of the Asian 
Teaching Committee of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Australia and the conference recorded its apprecia
tion of all that had been done by this committee since 
the beginning of the World Crusade to help the pioneers 
In the South Pacific, including the monthly publication 
of Koala News which has been a constant source of in
spiration and the means of keeping the pioneers and 
new believers throughout this vast region in touch with 
each other. 

Other highlights were the references. made to: the 
completion of the I:Ia~iratu'l-Quds in Apia, Samoa, dur
ing the recent Fast. period; the summer school held 
over the Christma.<; period in the home of one of the 
chiefs of Samoa-the first Baha'i summer school held in 
the South Pacific: and the establishment of Baha'i 
schools in their own school buHdings in the Gilbert. Is
lands and in the New Hebrides. "Perhaps the greatest 
highlight of all.'· Miss Rowling stated. "was the thrill· 
ing account of the consecrated work of the Knights of 
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Navajo reservation Baha'is and friends at the Naw--Ritz 
observance in Pinon, ATiz.~ on March 20 to 22, 1959, 

reported in BAHA'i NEWS for May. 

Baha'u'llah and those who have carried out consolida
tion work in each of the goals of the Ten-Year Crusade 
which has resulted in sufficient local spiritual assem: 
blies being formed to enable the Regional Spiritual As
sembly of the South Pacific to come into being during 
Ric;lvan 1959." 

The conference concluded with a social everung, in
cluding the showing of slides of the Holy Land, provid· 
ing the friends from this vast area with still another op. 
portunity to become acquainted with each other and 
with the elected delegates who would convene the fol
lowing mOrning for the most important business of all, 
the formation of the first Regional Spiritual Assembly in 
the South Pacific. 

-u.S. ASIA TEACHING COMMITTEE 

National Spiritual Assembly of France 
Attains Legal Incorporation 

The National Spiritual Assembly of France announces 
with great joy the attainment of its most important 
remaining goal of the Ten-Year Crusade. During its 
first year as a national pillar in the administration of 
our Faith, on December 19, 1958. the National Assembly 
of France received legal recognition of its national 
incorporation. 

On January 13, 1959, the Jou-rnal Officiet carried the 
following notice: (translated) "December 19, 1958. Dec· 
laration to the Prefecture of Police. National Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of France. AIm: Propagation 
of the Baha'i Faith and Religion. Social center: 11 Rue 
de la Pompe, Paris." 

Ontario Summer Conference Scheduled 
An Ontario Baha'i Summer Conference will be held 

from August 1 to 8, 1959, at the Geneva Park YMCA 
Camp on Lake Couchiching. Courses will include "Stir
ring Tales of the Early Dawnbreakers," "The Relation· 
ship of the Individual to God through Bahil'u'llilh" and 
"Comparative Religi-on." 

For reservations and further information please write 
to: Ben Kollermann, 1693 Spring Street, Niagara Fall., 
Ontario, Canada. 



BAHA'L N£WS 

MarshaUese natives from E beye Island at the home oj 
the Bah,Pi pioneer in Kwajalein, Mrs. Muriel Snay. tOT 

a social time, during which they were shown stides of 
the Ho!y Land and the BaM'i WOT!d CenteT. 

Correspondence with Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 
by the National Assembly of i ran Revealed 

The National Assembly of trim has sent to the Amer
ican National Assembly a copy of a letter addressed 
by the Assembly to Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt during 
her recent visit to fTan, and a photostatic copy of her 
acknowledgment, 
"Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 
% American Embassy 
'fihrim, trim 
Dea r Mrs. Roosevelt: 

"On behalf of the Baha'i community, over one thou· 
sand centers in fran, we wish to extend our most 
cordial and warmest greetings to you on your very 
short visit to iran. 

"The Baha'is of the world, particularly those in 
iran, have great admiration and appreciation for your 
work and will never forget all you did on different 
occasions t-o help the persecuted Bahatis in this country. 

"We shall always pray and wish for your success, 
health, and prosperity wherever you may be, as you 
are so precious for the welfare of mankind. 

Respectfully, 
A. Shahquli 

Secretary, National Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of trant' 

March 19, 1959 
Mrs. Roosevelt', Reply 

"Dear Mr. Shahgholi: 
"Thank you so much for your great kindness in ex

tending such a warm welcome to me upon my arrival 
here in Tihnln. I am pleased and honored by this mark 
of your regard as well as by your graciousness in 
presenting me with such a lovely gift. 

"Sincerely yours, 
(signed) Eleanor Roosevelt 

Embassy of the United States of America 
'rihran, March 19, 1959" 

Two Ba h.f i Marriages in Malaya 
Give Wide Publicity to Faith 

n 

The first Baha'i marriage in the Federation of Ma
laya and Singapore was performed on October 5, 1958, 
with the wedding of Antony Fernandez and Miss Betty 
Monterio. 

Fol1owmg the ceremony a reception was held at 
Capitol Hall, attended by the Chief Minister of State, 
the Secretary of State, local dignitaries, and over 500 
other guests. Because of the great interest in this 
wedding, 'Abu'l-Qasim Faizi, Hand of the Cause, gave 
a talk on the Baha'i Faith to the assembled guests. 

The second Baha'i marriage in Malaya was PErformed 
on December 20, 1958, for Leong Ho Chiew and Miss 
Lee Lan Choong. This wedding was also instrumental 
in giving publicity to the Faith in Malacca. Among the 
guests were Hand of the Cause Rahmatu'llah Muhajir 
and Mrs. Shirin Fozdar. Mrs. Fozdar was given an 
opportunity to speak about the Baha'i Faith and its 
progress in Malaya, particularly in Malacca. 

Correspondence Course on Baha'i History 
in Central and East Alrica Widely Used 

The Teacher Training Committee of the Baha'is of 
Central and East Africa announced on March 1 a corre
spondence course in l'Baha'i History" for African be
lievers with a good knowledge of English. A limited 
number of students was assigned to each of the English
speaking territories of the region, 

The response has been much greater than expected. 
Over seventy-five students enrolled, representing eight
een places in Uganda, five in Tanganyika, six in Kenya, 
and Mahe in the Seychelles Islands. 

The course consists of six lessons based upon the 
Teacher Training booklet An OuHine ot Baha'i History, 
and about the same amount of additional material in 
the form of supplementary sheets. 

Results of this first correspondence course have been 
so encouraging to the Teacher Training Committee that 
it plans another course on the "Teachings and Laws of 
Baha'u'llah," to begin in a few months, 

-CENTRAL AND EAST AFRICA BAllA't GAZETTE 

Study How to Teach Children the Faith 
at Sioux Falls Parent-Teacher Conference 

In order to help both the parents and teachers of 
Baha'i children to arrive at a better Wlderstanding on 
how to teach children the Baha'i Faith, the Child Edu
cation Committee of the Sioux Falls, S. Dak., Assembly 
conducted a three-hour "Baha'i Parent-Teacher Con
ference" on April 19 which was attended by .six of 
the Sioux Falls Baha'is. Following the opening address 
by the chairman, Mrs, EInor Murray, which stressed 
the importance of religious education in the lives of 
children, the group consulted on nine questions. These 
questions included the following: 

What basic Baha'i teachings should be taught to the 
B aha 'i child? 

Should there be a period of daily worship in the home? 
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How can the importance of the Nineteen-Day Feast 
and Holy Days and their meanjng be impressed on the 
child? 

A suggested outline and reading material was pro
vided ior each person for further study and discussion. 

"Release the Sun" by William Sears 
to Be Issued by U. S. Publishing Trust 

So many inquiries have been received about Wilham 
B. Sears' book Release the Sun, that it seems necessary 
to inform the believers an American edition of this 
book will be available in the near future. Mr. Sears, 
with the assistance of the Baha'i Reviewing Committee, 
is making necessary corrections and revisions of the 
limited edition that was published hurriedly in India 
specifically for use in Africa, and he wishes distribu
tion to wait upon the publication of the revised. edition 
by the Baha'i Publishing Trust. As soon as it is avail· 
able it will be announced in BAHA'f NEWS. 

-U.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

Northeast Asia NSA Incorporated 
The National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 

Northeast Asia received on February 13, 1959, from the 
Tokyo Judicial Affairs Bureau, Shinjuku-ku Branch Of· 
lice, the Certificate of Incorporation under the Japanese 
name, "Hokuto Asia Baha'i Zenkoku Seishin Gyo· 
seikai." The document states that the purpose of this 
body is: to propagate the Baha'i Faith according to its 
doctrine and to carryon and conduct activities for the 
Baha'i Faith. Thus another objective of the World Cru· 
sade has been accomplished. 

National Baha'i Addresses 
Please Address Mail Correctly! 

National Baha'i Administrative Headquarters: 
536 Sheridan Road, Wilmette, Ill. 

National Treasurer: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Ill. 

Make Checks Pa.yable to; Natlona1 Baha.'i Fund 

Baha'i Publishing Trust: @ 
.110 Linden Avenue, Wilm.ette, Ill, I 
:::'~~:s~ayable 10: Bah,,'; PubUshing Trust I 

Editoria.l Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, nl. I 
SUbscription a.nd change of address: 112 Linden Ave· I 
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Baha'i Publishing Trust 
"Christian Century" Reprint Now a Self·Mailer 

The Christian Century Magazine Reprint. Because of a 
continued demand for the reprint of the article entitled 
"Baha'i; A Second Look," written by Marcus Bach, a 
new printing has been made. The format has been 
changed to make it a self· mailer , using third·class 
postage and similar in design to 1 am a Baha'i issued 
a few months ago. No envelope is necessary to mail 
these now, and another item (Basic Facts of the Baha~i 
Faith~ for example) can be enclosed at no extra post. 
age. This is one of the most sympathetic and challeng
ing articles written on the Faith by a non-Baha'i writer, 
one who is known throughout the world for his books 
and lectures on religion. This challenging article 
should be in the hands of as many people in the Chris· 
tian churches as possible. 

25 copies ........................ . ........... $1.00 
100 copies ......................... .. .... $3.00 
500 copies ............ , ...................... $10.00 

Minimum Mail Order, $1.00 
BAHA'i PUBLISHING TRUST 

110 Linden A venue 
Wilmette, Illinois 

Ca'endor of Events 
FEASTS 

June 5-Nur (Light) 
June 24-Rahmat (Mercy) 

HOLY DAY 
July 9-Martyrdom of the Bab 

U. S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
June 12-14 

Weekdays 

Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

10:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. (Entire building) 
7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. (Auditorium only) 

Sundays dnd Holidays 
10:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. (Entire building) 
5:00 P.M. to 9 P.M. (Auditorium only) 

Service of Worship 
Sundays 

3:30 to 4:10 P.M. 
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"Grateful Remarkable Response to Ridvan Message" 

[Cable from the Hands of the Faith Residing in the Holy Land) 

Grateful remarkable response believers appeal 
Ri«;ivim Message (for) second army (of) pioneers new 

impetus teaching activity homefronts. 

Strong evidence Baha'u'llah's invincible hosts gath
ering forces preparation conquest remaining goals be
loved Guardian's crusade. 

Persian American deputization plan receiving en
thusiastic response long-suffering, dedicated, self-sac
rificing friends Cradle Faith whose initial pledge will 
assist many pioneers proceed posts vital goal areas 

Europe. Latin America. 

Encouraging news received World Center impels us 
share following high lights cont.inuous progress global 
crusade. Over three score new local assemblies formed 
Persian homefront, surpassing all previous records. 
In Central East African territories alone over twenty
three hundred new believers enrolled past year, total 
now nearly sixty-five hundred. Seventy-seven new local 
assemblies formed Kenya, Tanganikya, Uganda; total 
entire area now exceeds two hundred fifty (assem
blies). In Indonesia number centers increased from 
thirty to one hundred fifty, in brief span one year, In 
Java alone ninety-seven centers now established, com
pared only eight (a) year ago; number adherents 
Faith that country now over nine hundred, represent
ing nine-fold increase past year. 

Call upon believers east (and) west arise, shoulder 
God-given responsibilities support present plans for 
successful completion precious unique history-making 
crusade being undertaken (by) thirty-one national 
(and) regional assemblies created by beloved Guardian. 
Confident total victory within reach if all hearts turn 
(to) Baha'u'lhih supplicating His Wlfailing assistance 
united, whole-hearted, dedicated effort fulfil present 

phase lAbdu'I-Baha's Divine Plan. 
Share message Hands (and) national assemblies. 

(signed) fiANDSFAlTH 

Cablegram June 8, 1959 

Beloved Baha'i Friends: 
This message addressed to the entire Baha'i world 

through the Hands of the Faith and the national as
semblies will quicken the heart of every believer. 

What could be more encouraging than these words 
from the World Center of our glorious Faith? "Strong 
evidence Baha'u'Uah's invincible hosts gathering forces 
preparation conquest remaining goals beloved Guard
ian's crusade" .. "confident total victory within 
reach if all hearts tUrn (to) Baha 'u'llah . 

Adding the achievements reported in this cablegram 
to those enumerated in the Hand's Convention Mes
sage, we have not merely a statistical ba1ance but 
the assurance of a new spiritual condition fulfilling 
the age-old hope for the redemption of the human 
race. 

That condition begins with the formation of the 
Universal House of Justice, through which Divine law 
and order can be delivered to all races and peoples. 
In that body we will behold the consummation of the 
sacrifice of all the Prophets and Messengers since 
history began. It signifies a continuous expression of 

the Will of God in the guidance of the affairs of 
mankind. 

What more noble privilege was ever proffered human 

beings than this provision added by the Hands; "if 
all hearts turn (to) Baha'u'llah supplicating His un
failing assistance. " 

~U.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 



z JULY 195' 

The Meaning of Faithfulness 

I N THESE crucial years of the World Crusade when 
we are" immersed in the vital tasks which prepare 

the way of the formation of the Universal House of 
Justice, we must beware lest the immensity of the 
efforts blind us to the true nature of our Faith. 

It is well to recall how many years the beloved 
Guardian devoted to an exposition of the Cause of 
Baha'u'lhih and the significance of the Baha'i commu
nity before he launched the first great collective under
taking, the Seven·Year Plan. 

The Guardian's successive letters from October 1927 
to July 1932, collected and published under the title 
Baha'i Administration, raised up those landmarks by 
which a believer who had been Jew, Moslem, or Chris
tian became a Baha'i, qualified to serve the universal 
purposes of Baha'u'llah. 

The generation of believers, who first followed these 
landmarks and constructed highways from the religious 
experiences of the past to that of the day of God, are 
passing away. It is no longer necessary to plead for 
the recognition of the local spiritual assembly and its 
committees, or the National Spiritual Assembly and 
the national committees it appoints from year to year. 
Nevertheless, even those believers who enter the Baha'i 
community at the present time, while they are no 
longer pioneers who first trace a path and then build 
a highway, are actually compelled to achieve inwardly 
what their predecessors had to achieve in terms of a 
new concept of a religious society. 

There is a world of difference between the new 
Baha'i who accepts the institutions on the basis of how 
they happen to be administered when he enters the 
Cause, and the new Baha'i who has traced the emer
gence of the institutions through the literature and can 
accordingly evaluate them in terms of the creative 
purpose rather than their temporary practice. 

Since the formative passages of those letters of Shoghi 
Effendi are no longer brought to our attention in suc
cessive issues of BAHA'i NEWS, it would be well to 
assemble at least a certain number of more significant 
passages in the hope that many individual believers will 
study them conscientiously and thus develop, beyond 
a mere passive acceptance, to the degree of inner 
understanding. 

The following selections are all taken from Baha'i 
Administration, sixth edition, published in 1953. 

"According to the direct and sacred command of 
God we are forbidden to utter slander, are commanded 
to show forth peace and amity, are exhorted to recti
tude of conduct. straight forwardness and harmony 
with all the kindreds and peoples of the world. We 
must obey and be the well·wishers of the governments 
of the land, regard disloyalty unto a just king as dis
loyalty to God Himself, and wishing evil to the govern
ment a transgression of the Cause of God." (p. 4) 

"0 ye beloved of the Lord! In this sacred Dispensa
tion, conflict and contention are in no wise permitted. 
Every aggressor deprives himself of God's grace. It is 
incumbent upon everyone to show the utmost love, 
rectitude of conduct, straightforwardness and sincere 
kindliness unto all the peoples and kindreds of the 

world, be they friends or strangers. So intense must be 
the spirit of love and loving·kindness, that the stranger 
may find himself a friend, the enemy a true brother 
no difference whatsoever existing between them. Fo; 
universality is of God, and all limitations earthly. Thus 
man must strive that his reality may manifest virtues 
and perfections, the light whereof may shine upon 
everyone." (p. 9) 

"Furthermore, 'Abdu'l-Baha reveals the following: 
'It is incumbent upon everyone not to take any step 
without consulting the Spiritual Assembly, and they 
must assuredly obey with heart and soul its bidding and 
be submissive lUlto it, that things may be properly 
ordered and well arranged. Otherwise every person 
will act independently and after his own judgment,. 
will follow his own desire, and do harm to the Cause. 

" 'The prime requisites for them that take counsel 
together are purity of motive, radiance of spirit, de
tachment from all else save God, attraction to His 
Divine Fragrances, humility and lowliness amongst His 
loved ones, patience and long-suffering in difficulties, 
and servitude to His exalted Threshold. Should they 
be graciously aided to acquire these attributes, victory 
from the unseen Kingdom of Baha shall be vouchsafed 
to them. In this day, assemblies of consultation are of 
the greatest importance and a vital necessity. Obedi
ence unto them is essential and obligatory,''' (p. 21) 

"Large issues in such spiritual activities that af
fect the Cause in general in that land, such as ... 
any periodical which the National Body may decide 
to be a Baha'i organ, the matter of publication, of re
printing Baha'i literature and its distribution among 
the various assemblies, the means whereby the teach
ing campaign may be stimulated and maintained, the 
work of the Ma,wriqu'l-Acihkar, the racial question in 
relation to the Cause, the matter of receiving Orientals 
and association with them, the care and maintenance 
of the precious film exhibiting a phase of the Master's 
sojourn in the United States of America ... and var
ious other national spiritual activities, far from being 
under the exclusive jurisdiction of any local assembly 
or group of friends, must each be minutely and fully 
directed by a special board, elected by the National 
Assembly, constituted as a committee thereof, respon
sible to it and upon which the National Body shall 
exercise constant and general supervision." (p. 24) 

"In order to avoid division and disruption, that the 
Cause may not fall a prey to conflicting interpreta
tions and lose thereby its purity and pristine vigor, 
that its affairs may be conducted with efficiency and 
promptness, it is necessary that everyone should con
scientiously take an active part in the election of these 
assemblies, abide by their decision, enforce their de
cree, and cooperate with them wholeheartedly in their 
task of stimulating the growth of the Movement 
throughout all regions. Members of these assemblies, 
on their part, must disregard utterly their own Hkes 
and dislikes, their personal interests and inclinations, 
and concentrate their minds upon those measures that 
will conduce to the welfare and happiness of the Baha'i 
Community and promote the common weal." (p. 41) 
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"And as to the world's evil plight we need but re
call the writings and sayings of Baha 'u'llah! who, more 
than fifty years ago, declared in terms prophetic the 
prime cause of the ills and sufferings of mankind, 
and set forth their true and divine remedy. 'Should 
the Lamp of Religion be hidden, I He declares, 'Chaos 
and confusion will ensue,' How admirably fitting and 
applicable are these words to the present state of 
mankind. 

"Ours then is the duty and privilege to labor, by 
day and night, amidst the storm and stress of these 
troublous days, that we may quicken the zeal of our 
fellow-men, rekindle their hopes, stimulate their inter
est, open their eyes to the true Faith of God, and en
list their active support in the carrying out of our com
mon task for the peace and regeneration of the world.~' 
(p. 51) 

"Let us pray to God that in these days of world
encircling gloom, when the dark forces of nature, of 
hate, rebellion, anarchy ~ and reaction are threatening 
the very stability of human society, when the most 
precious 1ruits of civilization are undergoing severe 
and unparallelled tests, we may all realize, more pro-
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foundly than ever, that though but a mere handful 
a:n:idst the seething masses of the world, we are in 
thIS d~y .the .chosen instruments of God's grace, that 
our mISSIOn IS most urgent and vital to the fate of 
humanity, and, fortified by these sentiments arise to 
achieve God's holy purpose for mankind." (p. 52) 

"And as we make an effort to demonstrate that 
l?ve t~ the world, may we also clear our minds of any 
In~germg trace of unhappy misunderstandings that 
mIght obscure our clear conception of the exact pur
~se and methods of this new world order, so challeng
mg and complex, yet so consummate and wise. We are 
called upon by our beloved Master in His Will and 
Testament not only to adopt it unreservedly, but to 
W1veil its merit to all the world. To attempt to 
estimate its full value, and grasp its exact significance 
after so short a time since its inception would be 
premature and presumptuous on our part. We must 
trust to time, and the guidance of God's. Universal 
House of Justice, to obtain a clearer and fuller un
derstanding of its provisions and implications. H (p. 62) 

-U.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Panorama of the Bahci/i Temple site at Langenhain, near Frankfurt/Main, Germany, with a photograph of the: 
Temple model superimposed to illustrate its position on the land. 

Grant Permission to Build Temple 
at Frankfurt After Six-Year Struggle 

During the pas.t Baha'i year, ]t seemed at times 
practically impossible to obtain permission for the 
Mother Temple of Europe, to be built at Frankfurt! 
Main. 

In May the Landra! (district president) informed 
the National Spiritual Assembly of Germany and Aus
tria that permission for the Temple would only be 
given if the Baha'is would build four roads leading 
to Langenhain (this is the very spot near Frankfurt 
where the Baha'i Temple is to be erected), a main 
purification plant and an enlargement of the water 
supply system for Langenhain. Fortunately the Na
tional Assembly was able to avert this decision. 

After waiting for the permission for half a year, 
the National Spiritual Assembly received, in early De
cember, the decision of the county council, which 
stated that the Baha'is were not allowed to build the 
Temple in this district because in this area there had 
never before been erected any building of this kind 1 
After this the National Assembly, as well as the mayor 
of Langenhain, separately lodged a complaint with the 
Regierungs-pdisident in Wiesbaden, and again an pos-

sible steps had been taken to further the project. 
On March 25 the Regienmgsprasident in Wiesbaden 

informed the National Assembly that the preliminary 
building application had been returned to the county 
council for revision, as the contested resolution of early 
December 1958 could not be maintained on the basis 
of the explanations given. The county council had been 
requested to decide again without delay. 

On March 31 the National Assembly heard that the 
project would be decided upon again on April 2 in the 
meeting of the county council. On April 6 the National 
Assembly received word that the next day they could 
pick up the price and settlement permiSSion at the 
office of the county council. 

FinallY the Baha'is had the papers in hand, and the 
National Assembly cabled to the Hands of the Cause 
residing in the Holy Land about the great achieve
ment. Again on the same day the county council sent 
a letter that they had cancelled the negative decision 
of early December, and that the detailed building ap· 
plication could now be submitted to the Regierungs. 
prasident in Wiesbaden. The believers were extremely 
relieved that, with the help of Baha'u'llah, they were 
enabled to fulfill the desire of the beloved Guardian 
to have the Mother Temple of Europe built near Frank
furt/Main. 
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Baha'is From Nine Countries Meet at Suva Convention-, 
First National Assembly of Pacific Islands Elected 

Seven of the nine members of the first Regiona~ Spirit
ual Assembly of the Baha'is of the South Pacific. Front 
Row: Dulcie Dive, Gertrude Blum, and Irene Jackson. 
Back Row: Stephen Percival, Lisiate Maka, Alvin 
Blum, and WaUi Khan. Absent are Mabel Sneider and 

Suhayl ~Ala'i. 

ON THURSDAY morning April 23, in the sun
drenched city of Suva, Fiji Islands, the first An

nual Convention of the Baha'is of the South Pacific 
was opened by the U.S. National Spiritual Assembly 
representative, Mrs. Margery McCormick. A' tolal of 
sixty believers were present, including revered Hand of 
of the Cause Collis Featherstone, five Auxiliary Board 
members, five Knights of Baha'u'llah, nine delegates, 
and visitors from the following countries and island 
groups: United States, Australia, New Zealand, Solo
mon Islands, Fiji Islands, Tonga, Cook Islands, and 
Samoa. 

The first session opened with devotions in English, 
Fijian, Hindustani, and Tongan. The incompara~ 
ble words of the Bab and Baha'u'Uah, expressed 
in so many different tongues, constituted a tremendous 
spiritual experience, welding the assembled believers 
together with bonds of fellowship and love. At this 
moment, as at other times during the convention, 
consciousness of the privilege of being a Baha'i and 
the honor of witneSSing so striking an evidence of the 
power of this Faith to engender love and unity welled 
up within the heart, bringing a deep senSe of longing to 
the soul. 

In her opening address Mrs. McCormick conveyed 
the love and best wishes of the U.S. Baha'is for a 
sucessful convention, and expressed the regret of 

all U.S. National .A.ssembly members at their not being 
able to be present to share with the assembled. believ
ers the job of achieving this World Crusade goal. 

The roll call showed nine delegates to be present, 
from Cook Islands, Fiji Islands, Samoa, So]omOn Is
lands, and Tonga; with deep regret the Convention re
corded the absence, due to transport difficulties, of the 
ten Gilbert and Ellice Islands delegates. 

The convention proceeded to the election of Walli 
Khan as convention chairman and Mrs. Dulcie Dive as 
convention secretary. During the counting of votes, 
Mrs. McCormick read a letter of greeting from the 
U.S. Asia Teaching Committee. This inspiring letter 
reviewed the stupendous achievements of the last 
seventy months, pointing out how these victories pro~ 
vide yet another evidence of the power of the Hosts of 
the Supreme Concourse. 

Message from Honds of Faith Read 
High mark of the convention was the reception of the 

stirring message from the Hands of the Cause in Haifa. 
In this message, which was read by Mr. Featherstone, 
the Hands of the Cause enumerated the successive 
achievements, dating from the revelation of the Tablets 
of the Divine Plan, which have led up to the forma
tion of the Regional Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is 
of the South Pacific. The formation of a supplementary 
Four-Year Plan was suggested, in order to consolidate 
and extend the historic work already achieved. The 
Hands stated: "You are now ]aunching the barque of 
your own independent existence . . . Your destiny is 

. in your own .hands, the hands of the people of 
these islands who have become Baha'is, and who are 
the electors of this historic Regional South Pacific As
sembly.' t The complete message follows this report. 

Discussing the convention message, Mr. Featherstone 
called on the believers to arise and teach during this 
unique period in the history of the Faith. "Each Baha'i 
in the Pacific is a foundation stone," Mr. Featherstone 
said. "Upon your efforts the Kingdom of God in the 
Pacifk will be reared." 

"Not only have we become members of the world 
religion, not only have we arisen to teach the Faith. 
but also we have assumed the obligation of establish
ing the Kingdom of God on Earth, with its attendant 
world civilization." Mr. Featherstone concluded his 
moving address by appealing to every believer not to 
deviate one hairsbreadth from obedience to God's Plan 
for this age. 

Following reception of the convention message, this 
cable was sent to the Hands of the Cause in Haifa: 

"EIGHT COUNTRIES ONE HAND FIVE AUXILIA
RY BOARD MEMBERS FIVE KNIGHTS OF BAHA
'U'LLAH NINE DELEGATES TOTAL SIXTY BE
LIEVERS ASSEMBLED CONVENTION SEND LOV
ING GREETINGS STOP DEEPLY GRATEFUL IN-
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SPIRING ENCOURAGING MESSAGE GIFT ASSURE 
DEVOTION FULFILMENT GOALS BELOVED 
GUARDIANS PLAN" 

Messages were also sent to the three island groups 
which did not have members of their community pres. 
ent at the Convention: Gilbert and Ellice Islands, New 
Caledonia, and New Hebrides. 

Progress of the World Crus.de 
Mrs, Madge Featherstone, assistant secretary of the 

Australian Asian Teaching Committee, spoke next on 
"The World Crusade and its Goals in the South Pa· 
cific." She summarized clearly and concisely the prog
ress which has taken place since 1953 in each of the 
island groups of the South Pacific. Six local assemblies 
have been established, and the one assembly existing 
in 1953 has been consolidated; in addition, Baha'is re
side in a further thirty-four localities situated in all 
the island groups specified for the Crusade, except the 
Loyalty Islands. Of the fourteen language translations 
specified as Crusade goals, thirteen have been achieved, 
together with an additional twelve translations. In Suva, 
the goals of purchase of a building to serve as a I;Ia
ziratu'l-Quds and of a Baha'i endowment have both 
been attained. In addition, a Baha'i school has been 
constructed in Port Vila, New Hebrides, and a l:Ia:?ira
tu'l-Quds in Apia, Samoa. Mrs. Featherstone concluded 
her address by appealing to the believers, one and all, 
to arise as never before to serve the Cause. 

Building upon Mrs. F-eatherstone's address, conven
tion delegates spoke on various aspects of the teach
ing work in their localities which might well have ap
plication in other South Pacific areas. This included 
discussion of children's classes and of deepening classes 
for new believers. 

Celebration of Ridvlin 
Thursday night the frIends gathered for the Riq.van 

Feast. Prayers and selections from the Holy Writings 
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were read in English, Samoan, Rarotongan, M'wala, 
and Tongan. Mrs. Elsa Blakely of Tonga spoke on "The 
Story of Ri9.van," describing Bah;;i'u'llih's banishment 
to Baghdad and the events which occurred there prior 
to His Declaration. She pointed out how great was 
Baha'u'lla.h's outpouring of Revelation during this 
period when He lived in conditions of extreme poverty. 
As Mrs. Blakely spoke of the Garden of Ridvan and 
of the Declaration which has immortalized it, we felt 
almost overwhelmed by an awareness of the great 
spiritual forces released into the world at the coming 
of the Lord of Hosts. 

Next, Tanuvasa Seniola of Samoa addressed the gath
ering on "The Declaration of Baha'u' llah." Were any 
proof needed of the great spiritual capacity of the Pa
cific Islanders, this address would suffice. Speaking 
with deep sincerity he said, in part: ';Were we to spend 
all our lives in meditation, the mystery of Baha'u'Uah's 
declaration would yet remain unravelled. .. This is 
the Day for which countless generations through the 
ages prayed, the Day of the Manifestation of Baha'u'· 
llilh. the King of Days." Mr. Tanuvasa concluded by 
referring to the Baha'i Revelation in these words; 
"Baha'u'IHl.h has given this most precious gift to us. It 
is ours to share with others. It is a living fountain to 
give to the people of the world who are so thirsty." 

Accomplishing Remaining Goals 
Friday morning, the second day of the convention, 

opened with devotions in English and Rarotongan 
Maori. 

A message of loving greetings was sent by the con
vention to the U.S. Convention, expressing deep appre· 
ciation at the assistance given by the American Baha'is 
during the last six years, and by the U.S. National As
sembly representative Mrs. McCormick during the con· 
vention. 

The morning session was devoted to consultation on 

First Annual Convention of the Baha'is of the South Pacific, held at Suva, Fiji Islands, on April 23 to 25, 1959. Mrs. 
Margery McCormick, the U.S. National Spiritual Assembly representative~ is seated in front Of the portrait of 'Ab~ 

du'l-Bahci; to her left is H. Collis Featherstone, Hand of the Cause of Australta. 
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MT. and Mrs. Alvin Btum, pioneers to the Solomon 
Islands, with. the two Solomon 18~and delegates. 

Ddegates in attendance at the First Convention of the 
BaM';s of the South Pacific. 

Bahci.'is from the Fiji Islands, with Hand of the Cause 
H Conis Featherstone and Mrs. Margery McCormick, 

. U.S. National Assembly representative. 
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how to accomplish the remaining Crusade goals in the 
South Pacific and on the best teaching methods for the 
people of this region. The delegates from each island 
group spoke briefly on the religious background of 
their people, on their teaching methods, and on possi
ble aid which the Regional Assembly might give. 

Delegates a11 praised the visual aids shown to the 
convention by Mrs. McCormick, and recommended that 
the Regional Assembly should distribute similar mate
rial to all island groups; it was felt that this material, 
is particularly suitable for teaching in this area. 

The necessity for use of the administrative machin. 
ery to coordinate teaching activities was stressed. 
Baha'is should teach the Faith from its relationship to 
Christianity and the teachings of the Bible. Problems 
associated with the translation of literature and meth. 
ods of deepening new believers were also discussed. 
Visitors from Australasia and the United States felt 
particularly humble at hearing the delegates quite 
matter-of-factly refer to up to four firesides and deep-
ening classes being held in each local community each 
week. 

Knight of Bahil'u'llilh Alvin Blum, who had travelled 
4,000 miles to be present, said, upon invitation by the 
convention: "The power and the spirit of the Faith to
gether constitute its greatest teaching medium. Where
ever one Baha'i exists, and the appropriate conditions 
are satisfied, a whole community will spring up around 
him. The Founders of the Faith have released great 
spiritual power; it is our duty to use it." 

Election of National Spiritual Assembly 
Friday afternoon delegates gathered for the election 

of the Regional Spiritual Assembly. Before the elec
tion, three short talkls were given on the Institution of 
the National Spiritual Assembly. 

Hand- of the Cause Collis Featherstone spoke on "The 
Spiritual Foundation of the National Assembly,,' point
ing out the uniqueness of this Revelation in all reli
gious history in that it contains two distinct interrelated 
sections: the spiritual teachings and the administrative 
order. 

Peter Khan, a member of the Australian National As
sembly, spoke on "The Functions and Responsibilities 
of the National Assembly.~' He enumerated the various 
fWlctions of the National Assembly under seven head~ 
ings, and spoke briefly on its responsibilities as rep· 
resentative of the national community. 

Mrs. Margery McCorm!ck spoke on "The Baha'i 
Fund," pointing out that it is one of the great institu· 
tions of the Faith, specified by Baha'u'llilh. "We must 
all contribute according to our means," said Mrs. Mc
Cormick, "It is the sacrifice that goes behind the giv
ing that counts, not the amount given." 

Mter prayers had been offered for guidance, the elec· 
bon of the Regional Spiritual Assembly was held in an 
atmosphere of silent reverence. As the name of each is
land group was called, and its delegates came forward 
to put their votes in the ballot box, our thoughts turned 
to rememberance of the effort and sacrifice which had 
been the lot of those valiant and devoted servants of the 
Abha Beauty who had translated this moment from the 
realm of dreaming and longing into that of reality. 

The results of the election of members of the Re· 
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gional Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the South 
Pacific, and the officers elected by the Assembly are: 
Chairman, Alvin Blum; Vice·Chairman, Walli Khan; 
Secretary, Irene Jackson; Treasurer Dulcie Dive' and 
Suhayl 'AI.a'i, Stephen Percival, Lis'iata Maka, Mabel 
Sneider, and Gertrude Blum. The Assembly includes 
members born in the United States. Australia, New 
Zealand, Persia, Tonga, and Fiji, and coming from 
backgrounds rooted in the Jewish, Christian, and Mos
lem Faiths, 

Following the election, gifts were presented to the 
new assembly from administrative bodies, communi
ties, and individuals all over the world. These gifts in
Cluded a donation of $1000,00 as an inaugural gift to the 
National Fund from the Hands of the Faith, in the 
name of the beloved Guardian. Messages of greeting 
were received from the sister national assemblies of 
the world. 

Late Friday afternoon a public meeting was held 
in Suva Town Hall, with an attendance of about 140. 
The meeting, chaired by Walli Khan, was ad, 
dressed by Mr. Featherstone and Mrs. McCormick. 
The speakers were welcomed by Dr. Gopalan, a mem· 
ber of Suva City Council, who referred to the harmo
nious mixing of races in the Baha'i communities as 
being evidence that Baha'is put their teachings of the 
oneness of mankind into practice. 

Mr. Featherstone, speaking on the subject "What 
is the Baha'i World Faith?," discussed the political .. 
racial, and economic divisions which, in this troubled 
world, have set man against his brother. He showed 
that true religion, far from adding to the divisions 
of mankind, is the ideal solvent for the barriers divid
ing humanity. The Baha'i teachings on the oneness of 
religions and the unity of mankind were then explained: 
Mr. Featherstone concluded his stirring address by 
stating that the coming of the Baha'i Faith will bring 
about the unity of mankind and the birth of world 
civilization. 

Mrs. McCormick, whose talk was entitled "Baha'u'
Uah, the Prophet for this New Age," vividly described 
the circumstances surrounding the birth of the Baha'i 
Revelation in the Siyah-cbal, and the historical details 
of the Ministry of Baha 'u'l1ah. She explained the station 
of Baha'u'llah as the Promised One, leading on to 
show that a person entering the Baha'i Faith fulfils 
rather than repudiates his former Faith. 

Following these two speakers, Peter Khan addressed 
the meeting, at the request of a member of the au
dience, on the relationship of the Baha'i Faith to 
Islam. and on the necessity in the present age for 
unprejUdiced search after truth. 

Concluding ~nts 
Friday night over sixty believers attended a dinner 

given by Mrs. Margery McCormick at the Grand Pa
cific Hotel. Representatives of many races, some of 
whom had travelled thousands of miles to be present, 
gathered around one table and broke bread together 
in a universal and age-old expression of brotherhood. 

On Saturday the entire day was devoted to consulta
tion directed towards the subjects of teaching needs, 
teacher training, itinerant teachers, and Baha'i schools, 
using the Convention Message from the Hands of the 
Cause as a guide. The newly-elected Regional Assem-

Mrs. Dulcie Dive, pioneer to the Cook Islands, with two 
Cook I slanders. 

Pioneer Mrs. Lilian 'Alri.'i, with delegates and visitors 
from Samoa. 

Mrs. Judy Blakely and Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Bolton, 
pioneers to Tonga, with T_ongan delegates and visitors. 



bly, which had met until far into the previous night, 
presented ten lines of activity which it felt should form 
the basis for the supplementary Four-Year Plan sug·, 
gested by the Hands. These ten points were discussed 
in detail by the delegates. The use of prayer as a 
necessary part of any teaching activity was stressed. 
Bearing in' mind the fact that Islanders are more will· 
ing to listen to a visitor than to a member from 
their own locality, the convention recommended the 
exchange of travelling teachers between island groups. 

In this session, as the convention drew to a close, 
the strength and vigor of the South Pacific community 
were seen reflected in the earnestness and creativity 
of the consultation, and in the love and harmony which 
bathed the entire gathering. 

As the convention concluded, revered Hand of the 
Cause Collis Featherstone, whose presence was one 
of the special blessings given the convention; gave 
this last touching message: "This has been a wonder· 
ful, historic occasion. Future historians will regard 
these meetings as marking the turning point in the 
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affairs of the South Pacific and as infusing new spirit 
into the area. 

"We who come into this world have but a very short 
time in which to serve our Creator. Being given the 
privilege and the bounty of accepting the Teachings of 
Baha'u'llah, we know that, while the physical body 
returns to dust, the spiritual being goes on to a glori· 
ous world in which it retains memory of its previous 
deeds on this plane. Let us arise and ensure that when 
we attain to the next world, we will not feel remorse 
at not having rendered greater service to our Beloved." 

The convention has now concluded. Delegates and 
visitors have travelled thousands of miles to return 
to their homes. Although it may not be externally ap
parent, each one has been transformed. Each believer 
attending this Convention has carried back with him 
the memory of a gathering of many races upon which 
Baha'u'llah shed light and warmth. This memory is as 
a precious jewel of unfading luster. which will be a 
constant SOurce of inspiration during the years of serv
ice which lie ahead. -PETER J. KHAN 

Message from the Hands of the Cause in the Holy Land 

To the First Convention of the South Pacific Islands 

On the occasion of the historic formation of the South 
Pacific Regional National Spiritual Assembly, the 
hearts of the followers of Baha'u'll3h are uplifted in 
thanksgiving for this great victory which testifies to 
the progress of His world·encompassing Faith and to 
the powers He has released in this age, which will in
evitably enable mankind to establish the Kingdom of 
Heaven on earth foretold by the Prophets of God in 
past dispensations. 

This latest achievement in the promulgation of the 
Divine Plan revealed by 'Abdu'l-Baha himself, and set 
in motion by our beloved Guardian through successive 
detailed plans, cannot but release untold blessings in 
that area of the world sO dear to his heart, and which 
absorbed so much of his attention during the last years 
of his life. 

In the darkest period of the First World War, 'Abdu'j· 
Baha called upon the members of the North American 
Baha'i Community, in his Tablets of the Divine Plan, 
to "travel through the three great island groups of the 
Pacific Ocean, Polynesia, Micronesia, and Melanesia
and with hearts overflowing with the love of God--de
liver the Glad-Tidings of the Manifestation of the Lord 
of Hosts to all the people." The first results of His ring
ing appeal were witnessed in the opening of Australia 
and New Zealand to the Faith of Baha'u'llah, the carry
ing of His Message to the Society Islands, and the for· 
mation of a strong community in Hawaii, thus estab
lishing a bridge of centers stretching from San Fran· 
cisco to Sydney, and paving the way for the tremen· 
dous victories which have been won in this area under 
the direct guidance of the beloved Guardian during the 
first six years of his Ten·Year globe·encircling Plan. 
With the inception of this World Crusade in 1953 and 
the allocation amongst the National Spiritual Assem· 
blies of America, Canada, Persia, and Australia of the 

major islands and island groups of the Pacific, the 
teaching work began to stride forward at a formidable 
pace. Pioneers from the older communities poured into 
the Pacific region, and it is primarily due to the dedica· 
tion, perseverance, self-sacrifice, and initiative of 
these consecrated souls that this first Convention is be. 
ing held just one year after the passing of the midway 
point of the Crusade. Great as is this fruition of their 
labors, we must not forget for a moment that the 
greatest achievement we are witnessing on this happy 
occasion is the fact that the delegates chosen to elect 
this first Regional Pacific Baha'i Assembly are repre
sentative of the peoples of Polynesia, Melanesia, and 
Micronesia '''''Tho have become afire with the love of 
Baha'u'llah, embraced His Faith, and risen to estab· 
lish it in their home islands. This is the glorious vic. 
tory of our b~loved Shoghi Effendi, the realization of his 
hopes, the consummation of his plan for this part of 
the world. 

The extraordinary progress made throughout the Pa
cific region is evident to all, and must be a great 
source of pride and joy to those gathered together dur
ing these blessed RiQ-van days to hold their first Annual 
Convention. Let us recall some of the milestones that 
have led up to this crowning event: Your National 
Headquarters, the seat of your Assembly, has been 
purchased according to the beloved Guardian's own 
Plan, and your national Baha'i endowment, registered 
in the name of the Suva Assembly and likewise situ· 
ated in Fiji, has been acquired as one of the goals of 
that same Plan; the rapid spread of the Faith in the 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands, which led to the establish
ment of the first Baha'i School in the entire Pacific 
area, on land contributed by one of the Gilbert Island· 
ers and built through the efforts of the Baha'is them· 
selves; the founding of the second Baha'j school in this 
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region, which has recently completed its new building 
on its own land. in the New Hebrides: the construction 
in Samoa of the first local l;ia?iratu'l-Quds of the South 
Pacific and the holding there of a Baha'i Summer 
School; the large and rapidly increasing number of 
spiritual assemblies. groups, and isolated centers 
which have been established in such widely-scattered 
areas as Tonga, the Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Samoa, 
the Solomons, the New Hebrides, New Caledonia, Cook 
Island, the Loyalty and Marshal! Islands, and Fiji, all 
of which will now come under the guidance of their 
own regional assembly; the many translations of 
Baha'i literature into the languages spoken throughout 
theSE: island groups-when we recall all these evidences 
of the onward march of the Faith, our hearts are lifted 
up in thanksgiving to Baha'u'llah Who made these vic
tories possible, victories which bear eloquent testi
mony to the great spiritual promise this area of the 
globe holds for the future. and lead us to believe that 
ere long its peoples will contribute, in the World Baha'i 
Community, a particular, unique, and important share 
to its counsels and render it great services in both the 
teaching and administrative fields. 

The words of the beloved Guardian, so often reiter~ 
ated in the last years of his life, that the continent 
of Africa and the Pacific Islands were vying with each 
other for the palm of victory in the teaching field, 
are still ringing in our ears. We have recently seen 
during the visit of an African Hand of the Faith to 
that area how electric is the effect produced on the 
minds and hearts when a representative of a differ
ent race, from a distant land, travels amongst Baha'i 
communiHes of another region. It forecast that happy 
day when Baha'i teachers from the great ethnic groups 
of the Pacific will arise and travel to the far corners 
of the world. teaching the people the Glad-Tiding~ of 
this Divine Message, exchanging visits with their Af
rican brethren and, like bees in a garden of flowers. 
pollinating the hearts of men the world over with the 
love of Bahil'u'l!ilh, 

The New Regional Assembly of the South Pa.cific 
should, we feel, form a supplementary Four-Year Plan 
for the purpose of rapidly swelling the number of the 
adherents of the Faith throughout the area of its jur
isdiction; consolidating the historic work already 
achieved in these newly-opened territories; markedly 
increasing the number of spiritual assemblies, groups, 
and isolated centers in the ten island territorles which 
it represents; incorporating, whenever possible, t~os.e 
local assemblies which are firmly grounded: multIply
ing the translations of Baha'i literature in the languages 
spoken in that region; founding additional local 
l;Ia~iratu'l-Quds, Baha'i schools, and summer schools; 
purchasing the site of the futUre Mother Temple of 
the South Pacific to be erected in Suva; and inau, 
gurating an independent National Fund. 

Well knowing the difficulties that confront it and 
the enthusiasm with which its newly-elected member;,; 
plan to carry forward the work of our glorious Faith 
in that promising area, we are placing at its disposal, 
in the name of our most beloved Guardian, the sum 
o:f One Thousand Dollars as an inaugural gift to its 
new National Fund. We feel sure this reminder of the 
constant love of Shoghi Effendi, of the hi gh hopes he 
cherished for the future of the Faith there, and tho£' 
rapid unfoldment of its institutions under the aegis of 

thi::; nf'W ReglOnLll Assembly, will serve to stImUlate 
thC' friends to shoulder a greater meiAsure of respon
~ibilJty, to rise 10 fresh height.s of ::;ervic(' and self. 
.sacrifice. and to prove worthy of all the blessings 
showered upon them by that wonderful being who 
served them with such selfless and self-sacrificing 
devotion for thirty-six years. 

You are now launching the barque of your own in. 
dependent administrative existence. Although the 
American National Assembly, your Mother Assembly, 
will always be ready to give you advice and assis
tance, and although your fellow Baha'is all over the 
world will surround you with their loving thoughts 
and moral encouragement, your destiny is neverthe
less now in your own hands, the hands of the peoples 
of these islands who have become Baha'is, and who 
are the electors of this historic Regional South Pacific 
As::;embly. We feel confident that, just as you have 
already produced from amongst yourselves many 
Baha'i teachers, you will in the future, with the help 
of the devoted pioneers who have come to live amongst 
you, ever increasingly carry on your own work, and 
teach this Faith to the people in hundreds of the larger 
islands throughout this area. Your achvities will glad
den the soul of our beloved Guardian, vindicate the 
confidence he placed in you and the high hopes he 
cherished for your future, and attract upon you the 
blessings of the Author of our Faith. 

We can do no better than recall some of Baha'u'llah's 
gemlike utterances when He appealed to His foHawers 
to arise and teach His Faith: "Be unrestrained as the 
wind, while carrying the Message of Him Who hath 
caused the dawn of Divine Guidance to break. Con
sider how the wind, faithful to that which God hath 
ordained, bloweth upon all regions of the earth, be 
they inhabited or desolate. Neither the sight of deso~ 
lation nor the evidences of prosperity, can either pain 
or please it. It bloweth in every direction, as bidden 
by jts Creator." 

"0 ye beloved of God! Repose not yourselves on 
your couches. nay, bestir yourselves as soon as ye 
recognize your Lord, the Creator, and hear of· the 
things which have befallen Him, and hasten to His 
assistance. Unloose your tongues, and proclaim un
ceasingly His Cause." 

"Blessed is the spot, ·and the house, and the place. 
and the -city, and the heart, and the mountain, and 
the refuge. and the cave, and the valley, and the land, 
and the sea, and the island, and the meadow where 
mention of God hath been made, and His praise glor
ified. " 

"Please God ye may all be strengthened to carry 
out that which is the Will of God, and may be gra, 
cious1y assisted to appreciate the rank conferred upon 
such of His loved ones as have arisen to serve Him 
and magnify His name. Upon them be the glory of 
God, the glory of all that is in the heavens and all 
that is on earth, and the glory of the inmates of the 
most exalted Paradise, the heaven of heavens." 

In the service of the beloved Guardian, 

(Signed) 

HANDS OF THE CAGSE IN THE HOLY LAND 

Ru!:>iyyih 
Amelia Collins 
Mason Remey 
Leroy loas 

Jalill ~hazeh 
A_ Q_ Faizi 
Paul Haney 
A. F(u'utan 

- ... ..-
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Hand of the Cause Dr. Grossmann 
Visits Baha'is in Bolivia 

The Master once said that the love of the friend~ 
drew him to America. It might well be said that the 
loving de~ire of the Indian believers in Bolivia brought 
to them a visit from a Hand of the CausE'. 

'Two years ago, the friends in Vilakollo requested 
their National Assembly that a visit from a Hand of 
the Cause be made to their village. Their National 
Assembly was deeply touched with the request, and 
arranged for a visit from an- Auxiliary Board mem
ber and later two visits from the National Assembly 
secretary. 

On Mav 10, 1959, the revered Hand of the Cause, 
Dr. Her~ann Grossmann, made the historic visit to 
the Indian village of Vilakollo, meeting eleven adult 
believers and many children. The friends. realizing 
that the strenuous trip and walking in the high alti· 
tude had physically affected Dr. Grossmann, offered 
immediate prayers in Spanish, Aymara, and Quech~. 
The believers were profoundly impressed to have thE'lr 
wish for a visit from a Hand of the Cause granted 
and his loving and encouraging words made them ex· 
tremely happy. . . 

Later, Dr. Grossmann visited the communitIes of 
Cochabamba and La Paz. in intimate rpeetings wi~h 
the friends and close contacts. In Cochabamba he saId 
that such was the spirit there "that he could not dis
tinguish between those who were and were not Baha'is." 

His visit to Bolivia ended May 16, as he took off 
from the highest airport in the world in La Paz. The 
Bolivian friends closed their report on this memor
able first visit from a Hand of the Cause with these 
words: HJamas !.o olvidaremos los Baha'is de Bol,ivia!" 
(Never shall the BaM'is of Bolivia forget him') 

U. S. United Nations Committee Explains 
Baha'i View on World Refugee Year 

A proposal for a Wor1d Refugee Year, to begin in 
June 1959 was adopted by the General Assembly of 
the United Natjons on December 5, 1958, following the 

Hand of the Cause Dr. Hermann Grossmann (center) 
during his visit to the friends Of Vilakollo .. Boli?1ia, on' 

May 10, 1959. 
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presentation of a draft resolution sponsored by the 
l'nited States, the United Kingdom, and eight other 
gov('rnments. The stated aims of World RE'fugee Year 
arc: 

"a) To focus intere~t on the refugee problem and to 
encourage additional financial contributions from Gov
ernments, voluntary agenCies, and the general public 
foc its solution. 

"h) To encourage additional opportunities for perma· 
nent refugee solutions, through voluntary repatriation, 
resettlement, or integration~ on a purely humanitarian 
basis and in accordance with the freely expressed 
wishes of the refugees themselves." 

Wodd Refugee Year is envisioned as a "human 
year," in contrast with the scientific emphasis of the 
recently concluded International Geophysical Year. It 
has been estimated that some forty million men, 
women, and children have become refugees since the 
end of World War II. 

Over two million stiB need some form of assistance 
[rom the United Nations. They once had homes in 
parts of Europe, Algeria, Palestine, Tibet, or China, 
but are escapees from the horrors of war, revolution, 
and persecution. Too many seem to have reached a 
dead end in a camp in Austria, a barracks in Italy, 
a tent in Gaza t a shack in Hong Kong. Countless 
children have been born in these places and still live 
there. But once the conscience of man is aroused, as 
the world learned during the Hungarian crisis, miracu
lous rescues can be accomplished. 

The Baha'i U.S. United Nations Committee believes 
Baha'is should understand this worldwide movement, 
about which newspapers and magazines are carrying 
information. Authoritative pamphlets may be obtained 
for the asking by writing the "United States Commit
tee for Refugees," 11 West 42nd St.. New York 36, 
N.Y. 

It is clear that Baha'i undertakings have first, if not 
total claim on any funds Baha'i's are able to contribute 
to worthy causes: for we, under the guidance of Baha
'u'lHlh, are building a world order which will be the 
true refuge for all mankind. "That which the Lord 
hath ordained as the sovereign remedy and mightiest 
instrument for the healing of all the world is the 
union of all its peoples in one universal Cause, one 
common Faith." Nevertheless we can advise our non
Baha'i friends, who are not permitted to contribute to 
the Baha'i Cause~ about this opportunity to alleviate 
human misery and rid the world of some of its trouble 
spots. Futhermore, some of us are members of organ· 
izations that would be glad to concern themselves 
with World Refugee Year if they understood its pur-
pose. 

-U .S. UNITED NATIONS COMMI'ITEE 

Permit Teaching on Alberta Indian Reservation 
The,'e are now eight Indian believers on the Peigan 

Reserve in Alberta, Canada. The Canadian Indian 
Teaching Committee reports there are several more 
studying the Faith, and they expect to form a local 
spiritual as.sembly there next April. This committee 
has received permission from the Indian Council to 
teach on the Reserve, and much interest has been 
aroused by their visjt~. 



First National Spiritual Assemb~y 
of the Ba.ha.~is ot Bunna, e~ected 

Riifvan 1959, with Hand of the Caltse 
Tarazu'llcih Samandari and I. K. B. 
Bakhtiari, mem ber of the Asian Aux
iliary Board (holding plaque of The 
Greatest Name)_ 

Delegates to the first Burma Con
vention, held in Rangoon on AprH 23 
to 25) 1959, with Mr _ Samandari and 
Mr. Bakhtia·ri. 

Bahci'is attending the First Con
vention of the Baha'is of Burma. 
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National Assembly of Burma, 
New Pillar of Baha'i Faith, 

Elected at Rangoon Convention 
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Annual Conventions Review Achievements of Past Year , 
Marshal Forces to Attain Remaining Crusade Goals 

Alaska 
At 11 a.m. on the openmg day of the Third Annual 

Convention, following the reading of the message from 
the Hands of the Faith in the Holy Land, the Baha'is 
of Alaska proceeded to the site of the future Masbriqu'l
A4bkar, eight miles out of Anchorage, for the dedica
tion ceremony. 

A short distance on De Armoun Road, off the Seward 
highway, and up a rather steep incline lies the hallowed 
spot, a setting lavishly endowed by nature and 
fashioned by the Hand of God throughout all eternity 
lor the Mother Temple of Alaska, 

Even the elements jOined in the festivities of this 
eventful sacred mission. After an intermittent down
pour of several weeks, the SlUl broke through fluffy 
white clouds. Snow-capped mountains smiled down 
hom all s.ides, while below Us the waters of CO(Jk's 
Inlet, an al'm of the Pacific Ocean, shimmered in the 
sunshine. 

Silence fell upon the group of fifty people gathered 
there. It deepened into calmness as we revelled in the 
scenic vista aroWld us, our hearts in unison with the 
wonder of it alL 

A group of nine people g'athered in a semicircle 
iac,ing the assembled friends, while a deep peace, felt 
only on rare occasions, gave a realization that invisible 
forces were there, 

Elmer Guffy, pioneer to Fairbanks in the World 
Crusade, made the introductory remarks, telling us 
how a gift of three acres of land was offered to the 
National Spiritual Assembly of Alaska by Evelyn and 
Vel'non Huffman jn 1957, and that this had the ap
proval of our beloved Guardian in a letter of August 15, 
1957, along with his appreciation. 

The stillness was broken as Mrs. Huffman, secretary 
of the National Assembly, read from the Sacred Writ· 
ings. Other l'eadings were then given by Betty Becker, 
one of the first pioneers to Ala::;ka under the first 
Seven-Year Plan; by Mrs, Janet Stout, the first be
liever in Alaska under the first Seven-Year Plan; by 
Robert E. Moul, pioneer to Ketchikan and Douglas 
under the World Crusade, and chairman of the Na
tional Assembly; and by Edgar Russell, World Cru
sade pioneer to Seward, 

The l'Prayer iol' Alaska," which .is very close to 
the heart of all Alaskan Baha'is, was read by Arthur 
Gregory. one of the first believer::; in Ala::;:ka, who 
served on the first local spiritual assembly, and who 
is now pioneering in Homer. This was followed by 
readings by Mrs. Dorothy Taylor, delegate from Ketch
ikan; and by Mrs. Rose Yarno, first pioneer to Kodiak 
under the World Crusade, 

WaUace Harrison conduded the dedicatory service 
by reading "The House of Worship." His wife, Agnes. 
is our first native believet' in Alaska. (Jf Eskimo, Indian. 
and Aleut descent. 

National Spiritual Assembly Of the Baha~is of Alaska 
tor 1959-1960, elected April 26, 1959, Front row; Kathryn 
A~io, Janet Johnson, Lois K. Lee, and Evelyn Huffman. 
Back Row: Robert E. MOttl, John Ko~stoe, Richard 

Me'renessJ Verne L. Stout. and Howard Brown. 

One of the friends stated: "Pilgrims who visited the 
Holy Land during the lifetime of the Guardian have 
told us of his great joy and happiness when goals 
and tasks were accomplished. Surely his presence was 
with us on this very eventful occasion, and we trust 
that we have gladdened his heart, at least in a small 
mea~lll'e, in fulfilling this goal of the World Crusade. 

"Blest must be the city of Anchorage, to be the 
area chosen by our beloved Guardian for the first 
Temple of Alaska. This city is fast becoming the hub 
for intercontinental travel, the air crossroads of the 
world. Here people of all races, color, and creeds will 
find a universal House of Worship, We are looking 
forward to the day when the Ma@.riqu'I·Adhkar will 
diffuse its beams of unity through our great land of 
Alaska, and will bring about the fulfillment of its 
destiny, the oneness of its people," 

During the convention sessions which followed, on 
April 25 and 26, the secretary of the National Spiritual 
Assembly enumerated the progress made to date on 
the World Crusade: (1) Inaugurating a National BaM.', 
It'und, (2) Initiating local Baha'i endowments. (3) In
corporating the National Assembly, (4) Purchasing a 
plot of land, and (5) Establishing a summer schooL 

Six challenging goals remain to be completed: (1) 
Maintain existing assemblies and increase their mem· 
bership to 151, (2) Incorporation of active local as· 
semblies, (3) Establish six new local assemblies by 
19113, (4) Form seven groups, and (5) Multiply the num
ber of Baha'i centers. The National Assembly em
phasized consolidat.ion, rather than dispersal, this year. 

~ BETTY BECKER 
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National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Argen
tina~ BoLivia. Chile, Paraguay, and Uruguay for 1959-
1960. Front TOW: Salvador Torma, Sra. Fabienne Guil
Lon, Mrs. Ellen Sims, and Roque Centurion Miranda. 
Back Row: Roberto Cazcarra, Dr. Jose Mielnik, [);
Alejandro Reid} Car~os Martinez, and Athos Costas. 

Argentina. Bolivia. Chile. Paraguay. and 
Uruguay 

The Third Annual Convention of the Baha'is of Ar
gentina, Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay, and Uruguay was 
held in the beautiful resort city of Vina del Mar, Chile, 
with twenty-six delegates and forty-two visitors present, 
including a Persian, an American travelling teacher, a 
Bolivian Indian pioneer~ and Juan Fernandez Island 
Baha'is attending their first convention. 

Alter a two-day Pre-Convention School t the Convcn~ 
tion met on April 30. May 1-2. 1959. 
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To the visiting friends, the region around Vina ele
vated the spirits with the Chilean panorama of moun
tain and ocean, vineyards and flowers everywhere. 

The spiritual atmosphere of loving hospitality was 
provided by the host communities of Valparaiso, Quil
pue, and the joyful, newly-formed community of Vifia 
del Mar as they gave the reception for delegates and 
visitors in Hotel O'Higgins on April 27 and the Ridvim 
Fea~=Apill~. . 

The presence of the revered Hand of the Cause, Dr. 
Hermann Grossmann, during this period widened our 
vision of the future of the Cause in this area, and gave 
a profound sense of the spirit emanating from the 
Holy Land. As a result, the convention was character
ized by high resolve and serene faith. 

Progress of the Faith was reflected in the report of 
formation of three new local spiritual assemblies: Ro~ 
sario, Argentina; Viiia del Mar, Chile; and the sec
ond all-Indian assembly in Bolivia, located in Janka
huyo. The goal of the purchase of the Paraguayan 
Temple land was reached, as well as the development 
and expansion of the Baha'i Publishing Trust in Buenos 
Aires. 

It was very heart.ening to learn that most of the 
population of Juan Fernandez Island is now receptive 
to the Faith, and to learn of several other large groups 
of Bolivian Indian believers, with continually growing 
statistics there. 

Much consultation was given to the pioneers' needs 
to reach the minimum goals in Chile, Paraguay, and 
Uruguay, as both Argentina and Bolivia met their as
sembly goals this year. Four local assemblies need 
to be formed this coming year: Minas, Uruguay; En
carnacion, Paraguay; and Loncoche and Valdivia, 
Chile, to insure this triumph. 

Many friends arose to offer their vacation period t.o 

Baha'is attending the Third Annval Convention of A~aska at Anchorage on April 25-26, 1959. 
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teach in these places, although all agl'eed that per
manent pioneers are urgently needed. The hope was 
'expressed that the "wave of pioneers" called for by 
the Hands of the Cause win be realized soon. Special 
attention was called to the need for German-speaking 
pioneers in the Valdlvia-Loncoche-Osorno area of Chile, 
where the goals have been set up. 

No report on this convention would be complete with
out comment on the humble devotion shown by the 
Bolivian Indian believers in such expressions as: 
"Brothers. in our community we pray for all the as
semblies, and we try to live together with open 
hearts. " 

Those elected to serve on the National Spiritual As
sembly for the coming year are: Roberto Cazcarra. Sal
vador Torma, Athos Costas, Joe Mielnik, Fabienne Gui!· 
lon, Ellen Sims, Roque Centurion, Alej andro Reid, and 
Carlos Martinez. 

-ELLEN SIMS 

Brazil, Peru, Colombia, Ecuador, and 
Venezuela 

Nineteen delegates had the privilege of attending the 
Third Convention of Brazil, Peru, Colombia, Ecuador, 
and Venezuela. The Baha~i communities of Lima and 
Callao, Peru, hosts of the convention, graciously of
fered the hospitality of their homes to all delegates 
and visitors. The beautiful I:Ia.~iratu'I·Quds in Lima 
provided ample rooms for public meetings and con
vention sessions, as well as a special spiritual at· 
mosphere. 

Continuing the custom of other years, there was a 
two·day school pTeceding the convention for the pur
pose of getting better acquainted, and to contribute 
a deeper W1derstanding of the Teachings of our Faith. 
One period of the school program wa::::: given over to 
Irvin Thomas, who had just returned from a pilgrim· 
age to the Holy Land. 
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Un the opening day of the convention, the message 
{lOrn the Hands of the Faith wa.s read. giving the 
global victories won and the challenge, in words that 
we pray will be tmfoTgettably engraved on every heart. 
the urgency to complete the Ten·Year Plan that our 
beloved Guardian left with us. 

A special call was made for Baha'i::; to leave the 
communities where they could be spared, in order to 
go whel'e goals had not yet bl~en completed. It was 
recommended that national teaching commitees of the 
five countries in thb territory guard with vigilance 
the newly·formed assemblies and groups through the 
stimulus of a constant flow of teaching materials and 
visitors. 

Though Brazil and Peru have met their goals as to 
the number of assembJies designated by the Guardian, 
there is alway::; the ever-present need of fortifying and 
deepening them. One of the most urgent cans was 
made for pioneers to go to Ecuador, Colombia, and 
Venezuela to form the necessary assemblies. 

In response to this call. three families and ten in· 
dividuals offered their services. It was also announced 
that three members of the out-going National Assembly 
were going to goal areas, two to remain in the territory 
uf the national regional assembly of the northern part 
of South America, and one to transfer to the southern 
part. 

One of the outstanding accomplishments 01 the past 
year is the purchase of the ij"a~iratu'l-Quds of Caracas, 
Venezuela, thus completing one of the most difficult 
goals of the Crusade. The documents of the future 
Temple of Colombia were signed in March 1959. The 
land for the Temple in Brazil was donated by Ml'S. 

Leonora Armstrong, and the site for the Temp1e in 
Ecuador has been purchased. Only two sHes remain 
to be purchased. 

The contribution of a tract of Jand by Muriel and 
Edmund Miess]er has been given to the future Na· 
tiona I Assembly of Brazil to be used as a summer 
school. Mrs. Armstrong has givE!n a tract of land m 
the name of the Local Assembly of Rio that will be 

Baha~is who attended the Third Annual Convention of Argentina, Bohvia, Chife. Paraguay, and Uruguay. herd in 
Vina del Mar, Chile, from AurH .30 to May 2. 1959 
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tran:::;ferred to the future National A:;s£:'mbl.y of BraziL 
A plot of land wa~ also donat("d by Heshmate'JI.~h 

Mehrain to the Local Ass€'mbly of Curit.iba, Brazi1. 
The Baha'is of CaJlao. Pertl, are buying land for a 
future Center. 

The newly-elected ~ational Spiritual Assembly in
cludes; Margot Worley. Dorothy Campbell, Gayle Wool
sen, Edmund Miessler, Cyru." Monadjemi, Mercede~ 
Sanchez, Djalal Eghrari. Rangvald Taetz. and Jam
shed M eghnoL 

~ E VE NICKLIN 

Canada 
The National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 

Canada for 1959-1960, elected at the annual convention, 
include:-; the following: L. G. Gardner, chairman; Row
land Estell, vice-chairman: Harold Moscrop, treasurer; 
Peggy Ross, secretary; Mrs. Audl'ey Westhauser, act~ 
ing secretary; and Fred Graha_ffi, Miss Winnifred Har~ 
vey, Hartwell Bowsfield, and Allan Raynor. 

Iberian Peninsula 
The Third Annual Iberian Convention was held in the 

Hazirat'l-Quds in Madrid, Spam, on April 24-26, with 
the' attendance of seventeen of the nineteen delegates 
representing the ten local spiritual assemblies. Two 
absentee votes were sent by mail. Two visitors from 
other communities were Senior Salem, vice-chairman 
of the Local Assembly of Ceuta, Spanish Morroco, 
who, during the session. recited the Tablet of Ahmad 
in the original Arabic; and Senor Candido Mateos Mar
ina, the first believer in the town of Bejar, near Sal
amanca. Senor Mateos had been received as a believer 
only the day before, and great was the' joy at welcom
ing this new member of the Baha'i family. 

Charles Monroe Ioas, member of the Auxiliary 
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Board of the Hands. and chairman of the out-going Na
tinned Spiritual Assemhly. was elected permanent 
chairman of the c(lnvention. and Don Luis Ortuno 
Puche, it~ secretarY. 

A.s the conve-ntio'll message had not yet arrived. from 
the revered Hands in Haifa, the great and urgent 
messagE' of November 30. 1958. was read to the as
semblage, and at 11 later· session its points were dis
cussed and pondel'ed. 

The Teaching Report showed the dramatic result of 
an intensive spiritual effort in Portugal, with the sud
den and unexpected bursting into life of a new locaJ 
assembly in Portimao. fruit of tw-o slow years of work 
by two Portuguese pioneers. Lydia and Armando Bou
cas. and the recent help of visiting instructors~ most 
important being the fifteen~day stay of the Tiffon sis
ters of Spain. 

Although Spain had already reached its goal of eight 
assemblies, true to its promise, it has not stopped at 
these, but has produced a ninth local assembly this 
year at Hospitalet, near Barcelona. A temple site is 
still to be bought; and the difficult task of achieving 
the legalization (incorporation) of the Faith is still in
complete. 

In spite of having to deprive some believers of the 
voting right, the number of believers on the Penn insula 
is 224, This year twenty-eight persons became be1ievers 
in Spain, and ten in Portugal, making a total of thirty
six. The number of local assemblies in Spain is nine; 
Portugal three, with five more needed to reach its 
goal of eight. The number of groups in Spain is four; 
there are nOne in Portugal. The number of isolated be
lievers is seven in Spain, two in Portugal. 

A noteworthy effort, which is attracting new be. 
lieveTs in Tarrasa, near Barcelona, is the formation of 
a Baha'i choral group by Juan LIenart Casa, who has 
set veTses and prayers to music and trained some thirty 

Lett: National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the Greater Antilles fo·; 1959-196Q. Front Row: Mme. Circee 
Brantome, Dr. Cetestilla Perez, Miss A. Gallie-;, and Sra. Juana Ortuno. Back Row: Eustace Bailey, Raphael 
Ben:zan, Mrs. Sheila Rice-Wray~ W, A. Mttchen, and Dr. Mallrice LaFleu.r. Right: Baha'is who attended the 

Greater Antmc$ Convention in C-iudad Trujino, Dom.inican Repubric, April 24 to 26 .. 1959. 
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friends. the number of Baha'b there being forty-two. 
Several members of this Baha"i choral group were 
present at the convention, and lent a much enjoyed 
musical note to the sessions. 

On the afternoon of April 24, the members of the 
Third Iberian National Assembly were elected with 
the following result: Charles Monroe Joas. chairman; 
Francisco Salas, vice-chairman; Luis Ortuno, sec
retary; Sara Tiffon, recording secretary; Isidro Tor
t"ella, treasurer for Spain; Angelo Silva Carneiro, 
treasurer for Portugal; and Jose Lopez Monge, Romon 
Escartin, and Virginia Orbison. 

DUring the Convention several important points were 
brought out and clarified, among these being the fact 
that the Baha'is must carry out the beloved GuardM 
dian's emphatic directives in regard to Baha'i marM 
riages, and the nonMbaptizing of Baha'i children, even 
though such procedure might bring inconveniences 
upon the famJies who faithfully observe the laws of 
their Faith, thus cleaving forever the old order from 
the New. Some time was also spent on a discussion of 
the difference between CovenantMhreaking and the var
ious reasons for the removal of names from the voting 
lists. It was brought out that protection of the Faith is 
of primary importance. 

The annual reports showed a real increase in the 
tempo of the teaching work, it being felt that the 
beloved Guardian is aiding from the Abhci Kingdom, and 
the Concourse on High is opening doors and making 
safe the path. The prayers of the revered Hands of 
the Faith and the visit of one of the distinguished 
members, Dr. Ugo Giachery, last January; the stimu
lus provided by the various summer school sessions 
and special teaching projects; the increased travelling 
and visits by the believers to various points of the Pe
ninsula-all this has brought into being a deeper feel
ing of responsibility and the assuranCe that somehow 
the efforts of those who are devoting their time, means, 
and energy to the goals of the Ten-Year Plan will see 
all of these reached through the spiritual dynamics en
gendered by the Guardian's prayer for the believers of 
the Iberian Penninsula written by his 0\Vl1 hand: 
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"That they may prove themselves worthy of their high 
calling, that they may excite by the quality and 
range 01 their aChievements, the admiration of their 
brethren in all the continents of the globe, that they 
may hasten, by the very nature of their exertions, the 
advent of the day when they will have entered upon 
a still more exalted stage in their collective advance-
ment on the high road of their destiny," 

-VIRGINIA ORBISON 

France 
"UNDER PROTECTION OF OUR BELOVED 

GUARDIAN, SECOND BAHA'I CONVENTION 
FRANCE CONVENED APRIL 25. TWO AUXILIARY 
BOARD MEMBERS, 17 DELEGATES, ALL COMMUNI
TIES PRESENT, A SPIRIT OF DEVOTION AND EN
THUSIASM PERVADES THIS MEMORABLE GATH
ERING AIMING ACCOMPLISHMENT REMAINING 
GOALS OF CRUSADE IN FRANCE." 

This cable to the Hands of the Faith in the Holy 
Land conveyed the spirit evoked by the annual conM 
vention message from the World Center of the Faith, 
which contained the news of the many victories won in 
the great World Crusade in its sixth year, rejoicing 
the hearts of the friends. 

Consultation focused on the ways and means by 
which France cou1d help with the teaching needs of 
Europe, to aid in the accomplishment of the Crusade 
goals, by extending pioneer assistance, circuit teach
ing help, audio-visual material, and literature. 

Mr. Navidi, Auxiliary Board member from Monte 
Carlo. appealed to each Baha'i to make every effort 
possible, during the next three years. to fulfill the wish
es of the Guardian for the propagation of the Faith. He 
pointed out that the failure of one country to achieve 
its goals was now the failure of all. 

M. Pettit, secretary oJ the National Assembly, read 
the annual report of the collective activities of France 
during this first year of its stewardship. The achieve
ment of the Crusade goal for the incorporation of 

Semmth Annua~ Convent-ion of the BahciJis oj Itary and Switzerland, herd at the 1;la?'l-ratu'l-Quds G_t Bern, Switzerland, 
on ApTi! 25,26, 1959. 
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Nationaf Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of France 
for 1959-1960. 

the National Assembly, and the transfer of the deed 
of the Haziratu'l-Quds to that body I now in process, 
as well· a; the circuit teaching help which had been 
extended the various communities, especially the three 
circuits of Jean Sevin, were the highlights of the re
port. 

A large map of France indicated the present status of 
the Faith: seven assemblies, ten groups, and twenty 
isolated believers, with a membership of seventy-six 
French believers, thirty-eight Persian, twenty-eight 
American and eleven of other nationalities, and with 
nine new Baha'is enrolled during the year. 

These reports were followed by the election of the 
new National Spiritual Assembly. Those chosen, and 
their officers, are: Joel Marangella, chairman; Sara 
Kenny, vice-chairman; Chahab 'Ala'i, secretary; 
Jacques Sognomonian, treasurer; Lucienne Migett~, 
recording secretary; and :M:onir Derakhchan, FrancOJs 
Petit, Florence Bagley, and A. M. Barafroukhteh. 

Twelve national committees were called on for reo 
ports of their activities during the year. National 
Teaching Committee Secretary Alice Bernard re· 
viewed the many teaching activities, and the Trans
lating and Publishing Committee reported several new 
French translations of Baha'i literature. 

Mrs. Dreyfus-Barney, with a radiance and charm 
undimmed by the years, gave the friends word-pictures 
of Haifa and 'Akki. when 'Abdu'l-Baha was there. She 
spoke of her first visit to Haifa in 1901, and later of the 
early days of the Faith in France. 

With such changes in the space of fifty years, in the 
progress of the Faith, it was clear that th~se next four 
years of the Crusade would also be~r WItness to .the 
power of the Word of God in hastenm~ the establIsh
ment of His Kingdom, through the achIevement of the 
goals set for us by our beloved Shoghi Effendi. 

-AMELIA. BOWMAN 

Northeast Africa 
On April 27, 1959, delegates representing nine t.erri

tories of Northeast Africa assembled at the NatIOnal 
Haziratu'l-Quds in Cairo, Egypt, to discuss Baha~i af
iai;s at their four-day annual convention. 

The goals under the Ten-Year Crusade, as well as 

those under the Seven-Year Plan and the subsidiary 
goals, were all surveyed at full length. It was observed 
that there had been marked progress in some areas, 
but others. were slow in developing. 

The penitent looks of the members of the convention 
made one conscious of the fact that unless there is a 
greater upsurge of gigantic energies in the field, for the 
limited period of our active service as we press for· 
ward toward our goals, we are liable to be deprived of 
the privilege of following in the train of those who have 
been chosen as the standard-bearers of Baha'u'llah un~ 
der the wise leadership of our most beloved Guardian. 

It was, therefore, recommended that the Tablet of 
AJ::Lmad be chanted, with a pause of three-minutes' si
lence for meditation and supplication with all hearts 
attuned to the Abha Kingdom, so that the convention 
deliberations yield the tangible results envisaged un
der the Divine Plan of 'Abdu'l-Baha. 

The convention was elated with the glad-tidings of the 
official recognition of the Local Spiritual Assembly of 
Asmara, Eritrea, as a religious body. Persecution, the 
arrest of friends, and inquiries by public security forces 
made the responsible authorities realize that the 
Baha'is had nothjng to do with politics. The Central 
Government circulated this fact to all division officers 
in Eritrea. 

The discussions, all through the convention, revolved 
around the orbit of the challenging words of Rul:Iiyyih 
Khanum: "The strength of the Baha'is is in each other. 
We feel lonesomeness except in meeting together, when 
our hearts are consoled. We love 8hoghi Effendi now 
more than ever. and we find our happiness in doing 
something to please him." 

The incoming National Spiritual Assembly was 
elected, and constituted as follows: 'Abdul Rahim Yaz
di, chairman; Rusein Amin Bikar, vice-chairman; 
Teewfiq Mu};lammad 'Ali, secretary; Subhi Elia.s t treas
urer; Mirza Badi Bushrui, assistant secretary; and 
Jamsheed Munajjim, Dr. Rawshan Yazdi, Seeyid Mu
I:tammad Azzawi, and Iskandar Hanna. 

-BAD! BUSHRUJ 

Annual Convention of the Baha'is of FTance, held at 
Paris at the Nationallja;iTatn'l-Quds. 
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'"dia 
Our convention this year was unique in many ways. 

We were allotted ninety-five delegates from India only, 
with fifty-four delegates attending from all corners of 
the nation. 

India as a country has been blessed with its variety 
of people, and this was greatly manifested among the 
participants who belong to different states and come 
from all walks of life: a I gathering that was truly rep
resentative of the peoples of India. To crown it all, 
the Baha'i spirit of consultation was maintained 
throughout, which added to the beauty of such an im
portant gathering. 

We were fortunate to be graced by the presence of 
our revered Hand of the Cause Tarazu'llah Samandari, 
and our dear friend I. K. B. Bakhtiari. member of the 
Asian Auxiliary Board, at our Post-Convention Teach- . 
ing Conference. They gave us valuable information 
about the formation of the National Spiritual Assembly 
of Burma at Rangoon, and stressed the need of greater 
efforts in trying to win the goals of our beloved Guard
ian's Ten-Year Crusade. 

The significance of the Feast of Ric;lvan, "The King 
of Feasts," and the need to celebrate the twelve days 
of RiQvan in a most befitting manner was explained 
by Mr. Samandari in detail. He pointed out that all 
these twelve days should be considered as a spiritua1 
springtime; we should feel elated and allow the divine 
blessings to wo rk through us. 

He particularly brought home to us the need for 
Indian women to rise up in greater numbers, and 
help spread the Cause with a renewed effort amongst 
the awaiting masses. 

JULY 1959 

Friends greeting Hand Of the Cause Tarazu'Uah Sam
andari upon his arrival at the airport in New Dethi, 

India, on April 30, 1959. 

The conference ended with a keen note of enthu
siasm, and there was a general eagerness among the 
participants to get back to their respective centers, 
to share their profitable experiences with those at 
home, and to strike out with renewed vigor in spread. 
ing the Teachings of our beloved Cause. 

-INDlA BAHP/f NEWS BULLETIN 

Baha'is attending the Post-Convention Teaching Conference hdd in New Delhi, India, on May 1 to 3, 1959. Hand of 
the Cause TanizuJUah Sam-andari -is holding the p~aque of The GTeatest Name; to his right is I. K. B. Bakhtiari, 

membeT of the Asian Auxiliary Board. 
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Visit to Temple Site Highlights Australian Convention 

On May 3, 1959, Baha'is who were attending the An· 
nual Convention in Sydney, Australia, visited the site 
where the Mother Temple of Australia is now being 
constructed, In the photograph below, the friends are 
shown as they inspect the progress of the building. 

In the picture above, the Baha'is are gathered in 
front of the Sydney l;Ia~iratu'l·Quds on May 2, scene 
of the convention, encircling Hands of the Cause Clara 
Dunn (in chair) and H. Collis Featherstone (to her 
left), 
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Northeast Asia 
The Third Annual Convention of the Baha'is of North

east Asia (Japan. Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and 
Macao) was held in Tokyo from April 24 to 26, 1959. 
The meeting place, which had just been completed and 
opened a few days previously, as if in preparation for 
the convention, was the lovely Toshi Center, built by 
the Japan Association of Mayors as a national head
quarters, and one of the most beautiful and modern 
public buildings in this rapidly-growing international 
metropolis. 

Following devotions in Japanese, Chinese, Iranian, 
and English (due to tensions in the world of inter
national politics, none of the Korean friends were able 
to attend), the convention was organized on the first 
morning with the election of William Maxwell of Seoul 
as chairman, and Mrs. Barbara Sims of Tokyo as 
secretary. 

The spirits of all present were uplifted, and the tone 
of the entire convention period was set, by the reading 
of the inspiring and challenging message from the 
Hands of the Faith in Haifa. Although it had not been 
received soon enough for a Japanese translation to be 
prepared before the convention opened, some of the 
most thrilling sections reporting victories attained were 
given impromptu translation on the spot so that all 
the friends present could participate simultaneously 
in the spiritual exhilaration. A reply was voted, ex· 
pressing appreciation for the Hands' message, and 
the newly·strengthened determination of the pioneers 
to remain at their posts. 

In the Annual Report of the outgoing National Spir
itual Assembly, some of the highlights were as follows: 

L The incorporation of the National Spiritual As· 
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Nationa~ Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Northeast 
Asia for 1959·1960. Front Row: William Maxwell, Ma· 
sazo Odani, Miss Agnes Alexander. DT. lkuo Mizuno, 
and Philip MarangeHa. Back Row: Dr. David M. Earl~ 
Mrs. Barbara Sims, Nourcddin Momtazi, and Hirayasu 

Takana. 

sembly of Northeast Asia was completed in February 
1959, thus fulfilling one of the goals of the Guardian I oS 

Ten-Year Plan and of Northeast Asia's subsidiary Six
Year Plan. 

2. Four new local assemblies were formed on April 
21. 1959: Ashiya, Nagasaki, and Sapporo, Japan; and 
Chonju, Korea. The formation of the Nagasaki Local 
Assembly consummated the Guardian's special hope 
that the people of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, in par· 
ticular, should be afforded the bounty of receiving the 
Teachings of Baha 'u'IHlh. (The Hiroshima assembly 

Nationa~ Convention oj the Baha'is of Northeast Asia, held at the Toshi Center, Tokyo~ Japan, on April 24 to 26, 
1959. Hand of the Cause Agnes B. A~exandeT is holding the plaque of The Greatest Name. 
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had been established prevlously.) 
3. Translation and publication of pamphlets and writ

ings into Japanese, Korean, and Chinese continued. 
The outstanding publication of the year was Paris Talks 
in Korean. The Bahli'i Geppo~ or Northeast Asia news 
letter, was publiShed every other month in Japanese, 
Korean, Chinese, and English editions. 

4. Summer schools were held in 1958 in Japan, Korea, 
and Taiwan. 

5. The first Baha'i burial ground in this area was 
acquired in Ashiya, through the efforts and donation 
of one of Iranian pioneers. 

6, A suitable Temple site has been found after long 
search, and negotiations are now under way which it 
is hoped will result in its purchase. 

During the course of the convention, pledges were 
received insuring the establishment of three new Cen
ters; for Hiroshima and the new community of Sap
poro, by one of the Iranian pioneer~; an~ for the new 
community of Nagasaki, by an American pJOneer. 

On April 26 the message from the Hands was ex
plained in Japanese, and lively discussion ensued on 
this, together with remaining committee reports and 
recommendations to the new National Assembly. The 
convention closed with an opportunity for every friend 
present, whether a delegate or not, to express his 
feelings briefly; and the spirit of unity, harmony, and 
renewed dedication was so strong that no one re~ 
mained unmoved by this tangible evidence that this 
infant community of Northeast Asia was ready to 
press on to victories which could hardly have been 
imagined even five short years ago, 

-JOY HILL EARL 

Third Annual ConventIon of the Baha'is of New Zealand, 
held at Auckland on April 23 to 26~ 1959, elected the 
above members to the National Spiritual Assembly for 
1959-1960, Front Row: Mesdames D. Weeks, G. 'Ala'i, 
L. Fenner, M. Harnish, and Mr. P. Leadley. Back Row: 
Messrs. D. Weeks~ T. Stirhng, S. J. Carr~ and H. K. 
BlundelL In addition to the message from the Hands 
of the Cause in the Hol11' Land, which generated con-
siderable discussion, messages were werc~med from 
Hands of the Cause Clara Dunn and H. CoUtS Feather
stone. Mrs, B. Van der Vaart and Hugh K. BlundeU, 
member Of the Auxiliary Board~ sent message.~.from 

the first South Pacific Convention at Suva, Ftjt. 
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Proclamation of Faith in France 
Gains Great Impetus in Recent Months 

The teaching in France has received a great im~ 
petus with the return visit of Jean Sevin, pioneer to 
the Tuamotu Islands and the only native Baha'i who 
went out from France to answer the Guardian's call 
for pioneers in the virgin territories at the beginning 
of the Ten-Year Crusade. 

Because France had so few active native believers 
at this time, a few strongly advised him against going, 
but in response to Jean's request for advice lrom 
our beloved Guardian, he was told that the work he 
could accomplish in France could not compare with 
what he would be doing for the Cause by pioneering 
in a virgin territory. Later the Guardian wrote to the 
Paris Assembly, promising them that his pioneering 
would prove to be a bounty for France. 

Many of the believers in France felt that this meant 
that the sacrifice of one of its few native French be
lievers to the pioneering work would enable France 
in her turn to meet her goals. With the arrival of a 
large percentage of the fifty American pioneers that 
the beloved Guardian had requested for France. as 
well as the pioneers from other cOWltries, France is 
one of the European countries which is near to meeting 
aU its goals of the Crusade. 

The bounties in this Faith are usually doubled, and. 
the case of Jean Sevin proves it once more. He re
tUnlcd with a large number of beautiful slides of Tahiti 

First Local Spiritual Assembly Of the Baha'is of San 
Migl.le~ de AHende Guanajl.lato, Mexico~ formed on 
April 21, 1959. Front Row: Gustavo Lopez; a native 
pioneer from Mexico City, and Miguel Rodrigez, the 
first be[iever of native origin to be enrolled in San 
Miguel and in the state of Guanajuato. Middle Row: 
Angeline Hanna, Helen Ames, Mary Miller, ~nd Lor
aine Landau. Back Row: Richard Hanna, Manon John
son and David Johnson. This is the fifth ~ocal assembly 

~ to be formed in Mexico. 
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and the Islands. He took advantage of his stay to in
form him~elf of the daily life, cu~ioms, and history 
o.f the natives, and therefore, under such titles a~ 
"Polynesia and the Dawn of a New World," and "Col_ 
ored Slides of Tahiti" followed by a talk on HThe Ba
ha'is of Tahiti," he was able to attract large crowds in 
many cities to hear about the French colony and the Ba
ha'i Faith. The first half of Jean's program was devoted 
to showing slides and talking about Tahiti and the 
Polynesians, and the second half was devoted to giving 
the Message of BaM'u'lhih, and the need of the island
ers for these Teachings. His profound knowledge of his 
subject and excellent presentation enabled him to 
hold the attention of his audience throughout. Thus for 
the first time in France, the Faith has been widely 
proclaimed this year. 

Opportunities appeared miraculously many times, 
and the National Teaching Committee quickly took 
advantage of them. A girlhood friend of a Baha'i from 
Chateauroux offered to organize a meeting in Toulouse, 
and during ten days of the busy Christmas season, 
had posters printed and placed, advertised in the 
newspapers, sent personal invitations, and attracted 
an audience of 300 persons, one of whom had been 
looking for the Baha'is for six months, A pioneer has 
since moved to this progressive city to continue the 
work begun there. 

The National Teaching Committee asked the only 
Baha'i in Menton, an old lady new in the Faith whose 
sight is very bad, to arrange a meeting for Jean. She 
felt it was hopeless Wltil she read in Journal Baha'i 
the report of the success at Toulouse, and decided to 
trust in God and ask the help of Baha'is nearby. Wjth 
the aid of believers from Nice and Monte Carlo, a 
local theater was rented, and the largest and most 
successful meeting took place in this small seaside 
border city, with a warm and responsive audience of 

U. S, Baha'i Summer Schools I 
t, 

Geyserville Baha'. School, June 21- Sept. 6 
Rates from $22.00 to $37.00 weekly for adults, $10.00 ~ 
to $14.00 for children from 2 to 14 years. Write for g 
information and reservations to: Geyserville Baha'i ~1 
School, GeyserviUe, Calif. I 

Green Acre Baha'i Institute, July 3 - Aug. 31 $ 
Rates from $35.00 to $45.00 weekly for adults, S11.oo ~.--
to $20.00 for children up to 14 yeaTs. Write for details 
and program to: Mrs. Irene Miniutti, Green Acre Baha'i 
Institute. Eliot, Maine. n 

Davison Baha'i School, July 20 to Sept. 4 
Rates from $3.50 to $4.2.5 per day for adults, $2.00 to 'I:.:.~.) .. --:' 
$3.25 per day for children up to 15 years. Write for 
details to: Mrs. Dorothy Hoffman, Registrar, Davison 
Baha'i School. 3208 South State Road, Davison. Mich. ill 

Blue Ridge Hahit '. School, August 22-28 8.·.".: .•... 

Rates from $38.50 to 552.00 for adults for the seven it 
days, half prices for children. Write for details to: n 
Mrs. Harold Bowman, 4512 Riverdale Road, Rivcr~ IT: 
dale, Md. 

Southwestern Baha'i School, Aug. 29 ~ Sept. 5 
Rates: $35.00 for the season :for adults, $20.00 each for 
children. For infol'matiGn write to: Mrs. Allen Squires, '[ 
6941 Lakeshore Drive, Dallas, Texas. Q 

~ 
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400. At the request of some of those present, regular 
firesides are being carried on with the help of neigh
boring Baha'is. 

All of the meetings brought excellent publicity, usu. 
ally after personal interviews by the local newspapers, 
and often mentioning the Faith favorably. The best 
publicity appeared in Perigueux, where the only Baha'i 
arranged two smaller but very successful meetings for 
Jean, and the local paper gave not only an excellent 
brief summary of the Teachings, but the address and 
time of a follow-up meeting. This comparatively new 
believer also arranged a moderately successful meet· 
ing at Bordeaux at the request of the National Teaching 
Committee. 

Another new French beJiever came all the way from 
Nice to arrange a public meeting in Nancy, her former 
home and a goal city chosen by our beloved Guardian. 
This attracted an audience of more than sixty persons, 
including one who had heard of the Faith from Mrs. 
May Maxwell, Rul,liyyih lQ1~mum's mother, years ago. 

These are just a few of the meetings which were 
arranged for Jean Sevin, who worked indefatigably, 
traveling constantly from one city to the next during 
the months of his stay in France. He also made circuits 
in the neighboring countries of Belgium, Germany, 
and Switzerland. 

Mr. Sevin summed up the results himself when he 
said, "If I had remamed in France, I might have 
given the message to a dozen persons in the last five 
years, but because I went pioneering I have been able 
to gjve the message to more than 3000 in a few months." 

The Baha'i community of France has been especially 
blessed in having this impetus to the teaching work 
come to it during its first year as one of the national 
pillars in the Baha'i Administration. 

-FLORENCE BAGLEY 

Restate Guardian's Directive to NSA' 5 

To Report Achievements to "Baha'i News" 
Some years ago Shoghi Effendi expressed his hopes 

concerning the international development of the U.S. 
BAHA'i NEWS. stating his desire that it would "become 
the foremost Baha'i journal of the world." (Baha'i 
Administration, page 82,) The coming of the World Cru
sade and the International Ten-Year Teaching Plan fur
ther enlarged the world~wide scope of this journal, 
making it responsible for the summary of events mark
ing the progress of this Plan as well as providing a 
stimulus to the achieving of these goals. 

On October 20, 1957, the beloved Guardian wrote to 
to the Baha'i News Editorial Committee, and included 
a statement that he was taking steps to see that "more 
international news, fresh from the bodies concerned" 
would reach BAaA~i NEWS. He gave instructions accord
ingly, so that the following letter was sent on his behalf 
by Leroy Ioas, on Nov£!mber 25, 1957, a few weeks 
after his passing: 

"To all National Spiritual Assemblies: 
Dearly beloved friends: 
"The beloved Guardian has instructed me to write 

you, the various National Assemblies throughout the 
world, in order to inform them that the American 
BAHA'i NEWS is in a position to print the news of 
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A group of students at a previotts year's Blue Ridge 
Bahd~i Summer SchoOl, Blue Ridge, N. Car., earnestly 
preparing for their seminar. on the pleasant lawn of 
the hotd where the school is held. Sessions at Blue 
Ridge this year wilt be held from August 22 to 28. Fur
ther information may be obtained from the Registrar, 
Mrs. Harold BoWman, 4512 Riverdale Road, Riverdale, 

Md. 

activities in other countries. 
"This BAHA'i NEWS is widely circulated throughout 

the Baha'i world and thus would give wide publicity to 
any activities and successes which are achieved by 
the friends in all parts of the world. 

"The beloved Guardian requests that each National 
Spiritual Assembly appoint a special committee to see 
that regular, and quick, reports of important activities 
being conducted in the area under their jurisdiction be 
sent to the Editors of the American BAHA'i NEWS. 

"This information should include news of the progress 
of the World Crusade, also the progress. of subsidiary 
plans of the National Assembly in its own area. Also 
photos should be sent of any important Institutions 
that are established in the Faith. 

"The Guardian attaches the utmost importance to 
this important matter and therefore hopes that your 
Assembly will take prompt action and appoint an 
efficient committee to carry forward this most im
portant task. 

"With loving Baha'i greetings, I am 
Faithfully yours, 

(signed) Leroy Ioas 
"P.S. This is one of the few letters I received in
structions from the Guardian to write shortly before 
his ascension." 

Hand'S' Convention Message Reveals Lack of Reports 
A careful perusal of the recent convention message 

from the Hands of the Faith in the Holy Land reveals 
that many important events of the past year were 
never received for publication in BAHA'i NEWS. Although 
it is understandable that some communities are unable 
to publish detailed accounts of certain events, a ma
j ority of these reports were apparently omitted through 
oversight. 

It is therefore earnestly hoped that each National 
Spiritual Assembly, including the newly established 
ones, will follow the directive of Shoghi Effendi in ap-

· ... , .... -- ... ~ ....... - ... -
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pointing someone to be respons.ible for sending regular 
and prompt reports from their areas direct to the 
Baha'i News Editorial Committee 110 Linden Avenue 
Wilmette, Ill., U.S.A. If necessar~, they may be ad: 
dres~ed only to the International News Editor, Mrs. 
Eumce Braun, at that same address. (All U.S. news 
reports are to be sent to the Baha'i News Editorial 
Committee at the same address. Miss Charlotte Linfoot 
is U.S. National News Editor.) 

. The editori.al staff of BAHA'i NEWS wishes. to express 
smcere gratltude to all those who have cooperated 
so faithfully in the past year in the attempt to reach 
nearer to the high standards set by the beloved Guard
ian for this journal. 

-RICHARD C. THOMAS~ Managing Editor 

Italy's Fifth Assembly Formed at Genon 
The Local Spiritual Assembly of Genova, Italy, was 

formed On April 21, 1959, making the fifth local as
sembI! for this country. Other cities having local as
sembhes are Rome, Florence, Naples, and Milano. 
Italy's goal in the Ten-Year Crusade is twelve as
semblies. 

Benelux NSA Plans Summer School 
A Benelux Baha'i Summer School will be held at 

Vianden, Luxembourg, from July 25 to August 2, 1959, 
the Benelux National Spiritual Assembly has announced. 
Further information may be obtained by writing to 
the Summer School Committee, Baha'i Center, 8 rue de 
Marechal Foch, Luxembourg. 

BAHA'I IN THE NEWS 
The Chicago Su.n-Times for April 27 carried an in

terview with Miss Charlotte Linfoot on the subject of 
the House of Worship under the caption, "600,000 Visit 
the Temple," illustrated with a view of the structure 

Baha'i Proclamation Day 
September 20, 1959 

A Sped", Evenf f,,~ P~oc'"jmjn9 
fhe B"",,'j Faith fo the Pub'j~ 

Sponsored by the U.S, National Spiritual Assembly 
Theme: 

America J 5 Spiritual Destiny 
Suggested Publicity Materials: 

Press Release from Baha'i Press Service 1'.%,·.' .•.• '.· 

The Destiny of America from Baha'i Publishing 
Trust 
Reports: W 

Newspaper clippings from U.S. communities. are rn 
to be sent immediately to Baha'i Press Service. ;:: 

Written reports and photographs for publication ! 
in BAHA'i NEWS are to be sent as soon as possible ~:' 
to the Baha'i News Editorial Committee. ID 
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showing two believers seated in the Temple gardens. 
The interview dealt with the basic teachings and ad
ministrative principles of the Faith. 

People and Places, September 1958, a magazine dis
tributed through DeSoto dealers, is illustrated with a 
two-page spread showing the Temple, interior of the 
dome, and an internal and external view of the House 
of Worship. The text is apparently based on the book 
written by Allen McDanieL 

Norman Cousins, editor of Saturday Review, wrote 
the editorial entitled "Is God a Christian?" in the issue 
of February 28. "If what we seek to do is to utilize 
the spiritual resources of men in meeting their prob
lem at its largest, then those resources would have 
to COme from Christian and Jew, from Moslem and 
Hindu, from Buddhist and Taoist, from Confucian and 
Baha'i. .. 

Chicago Daily News of March 7, devoted a half
page to a large colored illustration of the "Great 
Dome Shrine of Bab ... the first thing to catch your 
eye as you approach the city." The subtitle is "Wil
mette Temple has a 'Sister' in Haifa." The accom
panying text reports an interview with Ru1).iyyih Kha
num on the spread of the Faith during the World Cru
sade. 

Greensboro (N.C.) Dai!y News for March 5 reported 
the pilgrimage to Haifa to be undertaken by a local 
Baha'i, Kimball Kinney. The article is illustrated with 
a portrait of Mr. Kinney and a picture of the Baha'i 
Archives on Mount CarmeL 

A New York paper published in the German language 
reports on the showing of a film entitled "Israel To
day" in Carnegie Hall, with oral comments by Corne
lius Vanderbilt, Jr. "The film showed pictures of Je
rusalem, Haifa, Beersheba, the country of Abraham 
with its hyper-modern new buildings, the Dead Sea, 
Tiberias, Convents of Nazareth ... the enchanting gar
dens of the Baha'is on Mount Carmel in Haifa ... 
and much more." 

The Chicago Sunday Tribune on March 29 !>ublished 
an illustration of the Baha'i Temple in its section en
titled "The Baha'i Traveler's Guide." 

In the Sunday, March 22, issue of the San Francisco 
Examiner there is an article on ';'Modern Little Is
rael," with a picture of Mount Carmel showing the 
Shrine of the Bah extending above the skyline. 

Illinois Times, published in Champaign~ used an il
lustration of the Temple to head a column listing the 
twelve principles in which Baha 'is beli~ve. 

The Milwaukee Sentinel on May 2 featured an article 
headed "Racialism Works in Hawaii," based upon an 
interview with the members of the Albin Kubala fami
ly who returned after five years of pioneering in Hawaii 
in order to attend the annual Convention. 
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The Jewish Digest, a monthly magazine, in its 
March issue published a condensation of "Baha'i Calls 
Israel Home" by Carl Alpert. "Half way up the slope 
of Mount Carmel, and separated by the beautiful 
Persian gardens from the surrounding residential dis
trict of Haifa, is the magnificent golden domed Shrine 
of the Baha'i Faith." 

Baha'i Publishin9 Trust 
New Printing - New Format 

Basic Facts of the Baha'i Faith. This most widely used 
item, written by the late Dr. Wm. Kenneth Christian 
has recently been reprinted and made into a twofold 
leaflet, similar in format to One Universal Faith, and 
Pattern of Future SOciety, and printed in blue ink on 
white stock. Although most prices Temain the same, it 
has been necessary to increase the 1,000 quantity price. 
50 copies ............. '" . '" ............... $ .50 
500 copies .................................... . .$4.50 
1,000 co!>ies ................................... . .$8.50 

Minimum Mail Order, $1.00 

Bah. 'i Publishing Trust, 110 Linden Ave., Wilmette, Ill. 

Calendar of Events 
FEASTS 

July 13-Kalimat (Words) 
August I-Kamal (Perfection) 

HOLY DAY 
July 9-Martyrdom of the Bab 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
July 24-26 

Baha'i House of Worship 

Wee~days 
Visiting Hours 

10:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. (Entire building) 
7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. (Auditorium only) 

Sunday. and Holiday. 
10:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. (Entire building) 
5:00 P.M. to 9 P.M. (Auditorium only) 

Service of Worship 
Sunday. 

3:30 to 4:10 P.M. 

BAHA'I NEWS is pUblished by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items, and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from national assemblies of other lands. Material is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee for 1959-60; International News Editor, 
Mes. Eunice Braun; National News Editor, Miss Charlotte M. Linfoot; Managing Editor, Richard C. Thomas. 
Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'[ Office, 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
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View of the gardens at the 
Shrine of BaM'u'llah from the 

Mansion. The new garden ex

tensions, where the Covenant
bTeakers~ building formerly 

stood, aTe in the foreground. 

Entrance to the Shrine of 
Bahci'u'lI<ih at Bahji. At the left 

aTe the garden extensions, 
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WORK has now started on the dome of the Kampala 
Temple and, with the ribs in place, it is possible 

to see the general shape of the building. 
Below the dome. the solid concrete shell, reinforced 

with steel, with- solid block in-filling, is complete. No 
wood is used anywhere in the structure, even the tiles 
being laid in mortar on the reinforced concrete roofs. 

The dome, structurally designed in the form of a 
steel basket which carries the concrete, consists of six· 
inch reinforced concrete at the springing, or base of 
the dome, diminishing to a thickness of four inches at 
the top. The dome is being cast in-situ, with about a 
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three-inch depth of well-tamped concrete laid at a time; 
as each three-inch section hardens, the next section is 
poured, sa that the whole structure is self-supporting 
as it goes up. 

Concealed electrical conduit has been installed 
throughout for future lighting when electricity is avail
able_ 

The dome of the Temple will be covered in tiny, pale 
green glass mosaic, which will shimmer in the African 
sunlight, and the roofs will carry glazed pantiles of a 
similar colour. From the dome down to the higher of 
the two roofs the finish of the building will be in smooth 
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precast stone, but below that the finish will be of plas
ter. This has been arranged in or'der to obviate the 
erection of expensive scaffolding in the future. which 
would have been necessary had a rougher, cheaper 
finish, requiring frequent cleaning, been used on the 
upper part of the building. The cleaning of the Temple 
below the roofs will be a much simpler operation. 

Plans are progressing on the caretakers' house and 
service buildings, which are situated quite close to the 
Temple. These auxiliary buildings will not be visible 
from the Temple for they will be surrounded by trees 
and hedging. 

Plans have been set in motion for the landscaping 
of the Temple grounds which, when finished, will be 

Announce Identification of Remains 
of Cousin of the Blib 

(Cable from the Hands of the Faith 
Residing in the Holy Land) 

ANNOUNCE WITH PROFOUND GRATITUDE FUL
FILLMENT ONE (OF THE) MOST DIFFICULT 
GOALS (OF THE) BELOVED GUARDIAN'S WORLD 
CRUSADE, IDENTIFICATION (OF THE) REMAINS 
(OF THE) COUSIN (OF THE) BAB, SUCCESSFUL 
TRANSFER (TO) CEMETERY, EVIDENCE (OF THE) 
UNFAIUNG GRACE OF BAHA'U'LLAH VOUCH
SAFED (TO) HIS FAITHFUL FOLLOWERS. SHARE 
JOYFUL NEWS (WITH) HANDS (AND) NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLIES. 

(Signed) HANDS FAITH 
June 15, 1959 

Port Victoria Bahli'is A(hieve Incorporation 
of Assembly by Special Legislation 

In June 1956, the Local Spiritual Assembly of the 
Baha'is of Port Victoria, Seychelles, adopted a subsid
iary one-year plan, one of the goals of which was to in
corporate the Assembly. This was ratified by the Na
tional Assembly and a letter of introduction and a copy 
of local assembly by-laws was sent from the National 
Assembly lawyers to a Mr. Thomas, Barrister-at-Iaw, 
Port Victoria, who subsequently took a great deal of 
personal interest in the project. From the moment that 
Mr. Thomas was briefed in January 1957, it was 
clear that nothing less than a special ordinance would 
need to be passed by the Legislative Council through 
the Government of Seychelles. This became known as 
"An Ordinance for the Incorporation of the Spiritual 
Assembly of the Baha'is of Port Victoria (Seychelles)." 

Mr. Thomas, a former Attorney-General of Sey
chelles, discussed the proposed bill with the Attorney 
General, consulted appropriate government officials, 
and drew up a draft based on the American by-laws 
approved by the beloved Guardian. Literature was 
freely given to interested officials. The initial fees for 
Mr. Thomas were raised by local contribution. 

An effort was made to introduce a clause into the bill 

3 

extremely beautifuL A great deal of work and consul
tation has gone into the preparation of these plans, 
and an expert has been consulted. The Temple is to be 
surrounded by a thirty-foot swathe of grass, unbroken 
by paths or flower beds. and around which will be 
built a low wall upon which people may sit. In the fu
ture it is envisaged that, beyond the wall, avenues of 
trees and shrubs will ray out from the nine entrances 
each treated in a different way, with particular atten~ 
tion being paid to that facing towards Haifa. 

The rest of the plot will -be treated as park land, 
with shady trees and lovely flowering shrubs, so that 
the Temple and its surroundings will be a place of 
beauty for the joy of all who visit it. 

to facilitate the incorporation of other local assemblies, 
as and when they were formed. -Simultaneously, inves
tigations were made into the recognition of the Baha'i 
Marriage Certificate. 

In the early stages, it was Mr. Thomas' desire to in
troduce a very short, simple bill, similar in form to 
that incorporating the Roman Catholic Mission, and 
omitting the main Baha'i beliefs and the nature of 
the local relationship to the National Assembly and 
the Guardian. Mr. Thomas argued that these details 
could go in the by-laws and need not form part of the 
legislation, and by introducing a short bill along the 
lines already accepted by the Legislative Council, a 
quick and easy passage through all its stages might 
easily result. 

The Local Assembly could not accept this, and in
sisted on the inclusion in the ordinance itself of the 
major tenets of the Faith. Again and again the lawyer 
maintained his arguments that lengthy legislation, 
which included matters of doctrine and administration, 
would meet with difficulties in Legislative Council and 
that once a law was passed recognizing the assembly 
as being the corporate body of a religious community, 
the assembly would be empowered to administer its 
affairs according to Baha'i belief and practice. All the 
details were finally included in the draft Bill, which 
had become a most comprehensive document. 

Petition Addressed to Governor 

On May 25, 1957, a petition was addressed to His 
Excellency the Governor of Seychelles, praying for 
legislation. The petition noted the worldwide nature of 
the Faith and its principle of obedience to Government; 
it referred to the Canadian incorporation and the in
corporation of the religious bodies in Seychelles. With 
the petition was a draft of the Bill and two volumes 
of The Baha'i World. 

Due to the comprehensive nature of the bill and the 
then strong Roman Catholic composition of Legislative 
Council, opposition was expected. Difficulty was, how
ever, even encountered in approaching a member of 
Legislative Council to sponsor the Bill. 

The Governor accepted the petition and passed it to 
the Attorney General who acknowledged receipt. say
ing that it was receiving the attention of the Govern
ment. On June 1, 1957, the Governor wrote through the 
Acting Secretary to the Government, informing the 
Local Assembly that the bill should be introduced by 
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an unofficial member as a Private Bill, and also 
stating that no similar legislation had been considered 
by Legislative Council under its present constitution, 
which dated from 1948. 

Then followed a delay of some months due to the 
disolution of Legislative Council and fe-election. Only 
after the new Legislative Council was duly elected was 
a serious study made of the standing rules of Legisla
tive Council as they applied to Private Bills. The Clerk 
of the Council then demanded a fresh petition signed by 
the nine members of the Local Assembly. "Leave to 
proceed~' with the bill was presented to the first meet
ing ,of the tenth session of the Fourth Legislative Coun
cil on August 6, 1957. All members of the Council, 
elected. and nominated, were present and the hall was 
filled to capacity with notable citizens, heads of the 
Roman Catholic, Protestant, and Seventh-Day Adven
tist missions, diplomats, and senior government offi
cials. The promoters of the bill were allowed to pro
ceed after the petition was read and a majority voted 
in favor. There were a few abstensions and but one 
negative vote at this stage. 

Shortly after this, the bill was published in a "Notice 
of Motion" sent to the Clerk of the Council. About the 
same time, a certain well-known citizen was speaking 
against the Faith and branding the Baha'i community 
as commWlists. 

The Attorney suggested that, as the Faith was not 
known among the members of Legislative Council, they 
might all be- given an authoritative statement. A num
ber of copies of The Faith 01 Bah<i'u't!cih by Shoghi 
Effendi were sent for this purpose. 

When the proceedings of the meeting of Legislative 
Council were published on August 10 in Le SeycheUois, 
the opposition of Dr. (Mrs.) Stevenson De~homme was 
recorded in detail. This prominent lady, wife of the 
French Consul, is also chairman of the Victoria District 
Council, and by her opposition gave much publicity to 
the petition and to the Faith. Great public interest was 
aroused and this was the first time since its introduc
tion to the islands that the Faith was mentioned in 
the press. 

The bill was printed and published by August 21, 
1957, and subsequently printed three times in the offi
cial Gazette. 

Preamble to the Bill Required 
The first major difficulty was encountered when 

the bill was passed for the !irst reading, but before its 
second reading the Government had a special meeting 
to consider it, and it was found that according to 
Standing Rules and Orders of Legislative Council and 
traditions of Parliamentary procedure, such a bill 
required a preamble defending every clause of the 
bill and giving comprehensive information about the 
doctrines, beliefS, and intents of the Faith. The Govern
ment also objected to the clause which facilitated the 
incorporation by proclamation of each local assembly 
that in future came.into existence. 

While this delay occassioned considerable apprehen
sion in the hearts of the Seychelles friends, it is seen 
in retrospect as a most advantageous step, for the 
preamble, which was then drafted and added to the 
bill, and which had to be published in full, drew added 
attention to the tenets of the Faith. 

As the preamble raised some technical discussions 

AUGUST 19S9 

First National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is oj 
Austria, formed at Ri~V(in 1959. Front Row: Johanna 
von We~thern, Franz PoWinger, Bertha Matthisen, and 
Leopoldme Heilinger. Back Row: Dr. Mehdi Varqa, 
Gu.nther Hang, Ursula Kohler, Dr. Maso-ud Berdjis, 

and Dr. AminoUah Ahmedzadeh. 

within Government itself, it was not possible to intro
duce the amended Bill to the December session of Leg~ 
islative Council, and it was deferred untiJ March 1958. 
and was again published as a supplement to the 
Gazette. 

During June 1958, the attorney, Mr. Thomas, visited 
Kampala and was entertained at tea by the National 
Assembly secretary, a personal contact which helped 
to clarify some details. 

Legislative Council did not meet again until Septem
ber. The bill was read but did not get through a second 
reading. Dr. (Mrs.) Stevenson Delhomme made the 
only speech~it was a most misleading statement-and 
a five to five vote was taken. The President did not 
exercise his vote, sO the bill failed to get a majority. 

The Local Assembly then went into action: a) the 
National Assembly was advised, with a copy of Mrs. 
Delhomme's speech; b) letters of thanks were written 
to those who voted in favor; c) a letter was sent to 
the Governor, answering all Mrs. D€lhomme's allega. 
tions, quoting extensively from Baha'i Writings, and 
seeking advice from His Excellency as to the next step. 

The letter to the National Assembly was delayed in 
the post. but the following actions were taken: a) to 
call on the Local Assembly to take no step without 
consultation with the attorney; b) to ask the British 
National Assembly to write to the Governor; c) our
selves to write an appeal to the Governor; d) to send 
a statement on the Faith for submission to the local 
newspaper. 

Again, due to postal delay, the advice to the Local 
Assembly was late. They had already received a reply 
from the Government, dated October 22, which asked 
for such information as names and dates of arrival of 
first pioneers to Seychelles; total numbers in Seychelles 
and what proportion were local people; relationship 
to the National Assembly and what disabilities or in
conveniences were suffered by the community as a 
result of its not being legally incorporated. 

The Local Assembly replied in detail, and on No
vember 29, the Governor replied through his private 
secretary "that llie legal position has now been con-
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Natt.ona~ Spiritual Assembly oj the Baha'is oj the 
lbenan Peninsu~a for 1959-1960. Front Row: Ramon 
Escartin, Sara Tiffin, Luis Ortuiio, and Virginia Orbi
son. Bade Row: I. TOTTena, J. Lopez Monge, Charles 

Ioas, Ange!.o Carniero, and Francisco Salas. 

sidered most carefully" and should they wish to pre
sent a new petition, His Excellency would give his 
consent to its being passed to Legislative Council. The 
letter also contained the information that unless the 
bill was presented within a few d'ays it would miss 
the new session of Legislative Council and there would 
not be another new session until December 1959. 

New Petition Submitted 
Within three days the Local Assembly had submitted 

the new petition, which was read in its entirety by the 
Clerk to a fully attended Council. It was carried by 
a seven to five majority, and was published again in 
the official Gazette. 

In the meantime the local newspaper, owned by 
the same Delhomme family that opposed the bill, re
fused to puhlish the statement sent by the National As
sembly. An approach was then made to the Governor 
to request that he might, in view of the long delay. 
use his powers as President of the Council and take 
the bill through all its three readings at the next 
meeting of the Council. The Council Secretariat agreed 
to meet the cost of publishing the Bill from the original 
deposit. 

During December, a certain member of Legislative 
Council, Douglas Bailey, O.B.E. J.P., contacted the 
believers in Port Victoria, saying that he had been 
on holiday in Great Britain when the bill was first 
submitted and would do all he could to see that it now 
became Jaw. On January 19, the bill was read for the 
first time and Mr. Bailey moved that the Standing 
Rules be suspended in order to permit the bUrs being 
read a second time. Speaking to this point, Mr. Bailey 
said that he considered it neither fair nor just to delay 
a second reading when the bill had come before the 
Council again eighteen months after receipt of the 
original petition. The motion was carried six to four, 
with the Secretary to the Government abstaining. 

Mr _ Bailey then addressed the Council, reviewing 
the history of the bill and how His Excellency had 
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approved official members voting as they felt inclined 
seeing no objection to the bill on grounds of policy: 
He then criticised the objection of the only member who 
ever spoke against the bill, saying "I completely fail 
to see how any of these objections carry any weight 
at all on grounds of public policy." Following with a 
brief statement on the aims of the Faith and listing 
the basic principles, he continued with an appeal to 
the members to keep aloof from prejudices and not 
deny the Baha'is the privileges already granted in 
law to the Roman Catholics and Seventh-Day Adventist 
missions. He ended his thousand-word speech "We 
with our individual beliefs, can surely afford to b~ 
tolerant in this particular matter· let us be so please 
and so allow this Faith legal s'tatus in Sey~helles.'; 

The motion was most ably supported by H. C. Gon
tier who, in rising to second it, referred to what he 
had studied in The Baha'i WDrld 1950-54, and called 
upon members to ·observe the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, quoting articles 17 and 18. The voting 
was then seven to four in favor. the bill was read a 
second time, and then referred to a Select Committee. 

The paper Le Seychenois~ having refused to print a 
statement on the Faith, was obliged to publish a ver
batim report of Legislative Council proceedings. 

The Select Committee met four times, made certain 
amendments with which the Local Assembly repre
sentatives concurred, but could not reach a decision 
on the most important Clause 3, which outlined SOme 
of the basic tenets of the Faith. While one faction 
wanted to see it deleted and the material drafted into 
the by-laws, the other side supported the Baha'i view 
that it was of the greatest importance. The Committee 
therefore referred the amended bill, with the Clause 
still included (as Clause 4), to the CounciL Order of 
the Day, No.4 of 1959, February 27, 1959, carried the 
item: "The Secretary to Government to move that 
the bill entitled Bill of an Ordinance for the Incorpo~ 
ration of the Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Victoria, Seychelles, be referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House." 

In presenting the report of the Select Committee, the 
Attorney-General, speaking against the inclusion of the 
controversial Clause 4, said: "No legislation is re
quired for any religious body to administer its own 
religious affairs. This is an internal matter for the 
religious body itself. Legislating for such religious 
matters would create a precedent and would place the 
religion concerned in the category of a state religion, 
a kind of established church. Evidence has been given 
before the Select Committee that legislation is not 
necessary for the formation of a Spiritual Assembly 
but that legisl'ation is necessary for the Assembly to 
have certain legal rights. As a matter of fact the 
Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Victoria has been 
in existence for four years and has been functioning 
during that time as a religious body without legis
lation. 

"Before closing my remarks, in fairness to the pro· 
moters of the bill and as Chairman of the Select 
Committee, I should draw the attention of this House 
to the statement made by the promoters when Clause 4 
was being discussed in Select Committee. They said 
they \vould not find it possible to carry on with the 
bill if Clause 4 were deleted." 



Mr. Bailey Replies to Attorney General 
In reply to the Attorney-General Mr. Bailey, in a 

speech of almost 900 words, demonstrated the reasons 
why all clauses should be left in the bill, and that 
already the Baha'is had made big concessions. He drew 
attention to the worldwide pattern of local assembly 
incorporation, and said: 

"Paragraph (e) restricts the powers and jurisdictions 
of a local assembly as granted in the revealed writings 
of the Founders 'of the Faith; its importance for inclu
sion is self-evident. 

"Paragraphs (f) and (g) are equally important as 
they empower the local assembly to do all necessary. 
proper, and advantageous acts to promote the complete 
and successful administration of the corporate body, 
and at the same time it is binding on it that the 
spiritual and administrative relationship with its Na
tional Assembly of East Africa must be maintained, 
as this is a guiding prin-ciple of Baha'i administration 
all over the world. 

"From this it is clear that Clause 4 not at all only 
expresses beliefs and doctrines, but essential adminis
trative principles, and it is very necessary to have 
this clause in the law so that the purposes and objects 
of the F ai th shall be known to ali, and not merely to 
appear as it would in the objects and reasons of a 
normal government-sponsored Bill given at the end 
only, and to be lost sight of when such a Bill becomes 
law. " 

This he summarized by quoting the Guardian in the 
passage: "To disassociate the administrative principles 
of the Cause from the purely spiritual and humanitar
ian teachings would be tantamount to a mutilation of 
the body of the Cause, a separation that can only re
sult in the disintegration of its component parts, the ex
tinction of the Faith itself." 

After this it was put to the vote that Clause 4 stand 
as part of the biI1 and the voting was six to five in 
favor. All other clauses of the bill were voted upon 
and carried; the bill was read a third time and carried 
by seven votes to four. 
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It then required but submission to the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies in London and signature by Her 
Majesty. Queen Elizabeth II. 

The Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Port Victoria 
wrote: "We believe that this is the first time in Baha'i 
history that, in the case of a local assembly, incorpo~ 
ration has taken place through specific legislation." 

The National Assembly cabled Haifa, and receiving 
the following reply:-"CONVEY FRIENDS SEYCHEL
LES QUOTE DELIGHTED IMPORTANT VICTORY 
APPRECIATE STEADFAST SERVICES." 

The crowning joy was the receipt by the Local Spir
itual Assembly of the Seychelles Ordinance No. 12 of 
1959 dated April 27, 1959. "An Ordinance for the in
corporation of the Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Victoria, Seychelles," accompanied by Proclamation 
No. 13 of 1959 from the Governor of Seychelles. 

American Hands of (ause Fill Vacancy 
on Auxiliary Board for Protedion 

With the lamentable passing of Jesma Herbert, a 
vacancy was created on the Auxiliary Board for Pro
tection, and the Hands announce that Amoz E. Gibson 
has been appointed. 

The American Hands take the occasion to express 
their grateful appreciation of Mrs. Herbert's years of 
ardent and fruitful service as a member of that Board. 
Her services to the Faith of Baha'u'llcih, indeed, over a 
long period, evoke admiration and esteem on the part 
of the entire American Baha'i community. 

Mr. Gibson, known to and admired by Convention 
delegates and visitors during recent years, has been 
pioneering among the Indians in Arizona. 

-CORINNE TRUE 

Wn.LIAM SEARS 

HORACE HOLLEY 

Two views of the grou.p at the ceremony dedicating the Temp~e site oj A~aska, located near Anchorage. This 
service was reported in BAHA'i NEWS for JuLy in the A~aska Convention story. 
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Second All-Indian Assembly Formed In Jankohuyo, Bolivia 

Even the namas decided to make friends with Athas 
Costas~ on his teaching trip_ Bolivian Indian be~ievers 

depend upon the namas JOT their Hve~ihood. 

I N THE village of Jankohuyo in Cancha Blanca (White 
Field), Departmento POtOS1, BolIvIa, the commu

nity of twenty-four believers elected their first local 
assembly on April 21, 1959. 

About two weeks previously I from April 3 to 6, all 
work had been suspended for intensive study on the 
spiritual and administrative aspects of the Faith, given 
by Athos Costas, secretary of the National Spiritual 
Assembly of Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay, and 
Uruguay; and by Estanislau Alvarez, chairman of the 
National Indian Teaching Committee. That Indian 
school had confirmed twelve more believers, with three 
villages represented: Sakaka, Huancota. and Janko
huyo. The visitors left promising to return for the 
formation of the first local assembly there. 

The story of the election of that assembly tells of a 
rac~ against time and obstacles. As Sr. Alvarez had to 
return to La Paz for the election there, Sr. Costas was 
left alone, with no knowledge of either the Quecha or 
Aymara Indian languages, to try to return by the pre
scribed date. 

His account is one of endless frustrations. Briefly, 
his return trip stal'ied on Apdl 15, as he waited vainly 
for a whole day in Orure for an interpreter and guide. 
He had to start out alone the next morning on the only 

bus which would take him partway to get him there on 
time. 

Staying overnight at Sakaka, again no guide could be 
found, nor anyone who knew Spanish, so early the next 
morning he started off for Chire, where he left the bus 
with knapsack on back to cross unknown mountains 
and terrain. That day he walked eighty kilometers, 
climbing and descending mountains until it was pitch
black night. An Indian child he had tried to talk to had 
burst into frightened tears at the stranger; an Indian 
youth had been able to say only "Yes, no, good morn
ing" in Spanish; later several Indian farm laborers 
at the foot of a mountain through gestures gave con
tradictory and confused directions. 

From midnight to daybreak he tried to sleep on the 
ground between two mountains, restlessly tossing while 
worrying about his mission, and recalling the warning 
that scorpions, poisonous snakes, and wild foxes 
abounded in that zone. He can still visualize himself 
precariously clinging to the mountainside as a condor 
circled and swooped about him as he caned out The 
Greatest Name for protection. . 

FinalJy, at dawn, he realized that he had gone al
most in circles for days on his solitary trip, and he de
cided to go back to Sakaka for help. 

By then he was extremely fatigued. and had forced 
himself almost beyond his strength. He later said: 
"All during that trip, while eating, sleeping, and walk-

Group oj Indian be~ievers of Sakaka, Bolivia. At the 
right is eriso/ago Montesinas, an eighty-year-old rura~ 

schoo~ teacher. 
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ing, in the depth of my being , ... 'as raised a constant 
supplication to God to help me in this service to His 
Cause, " 

His story includes the finding, briefly, of an Indian 
believer, Patricio, whom he lost sight of in the milling 
groups on market day in Sakaka. He had walked for 
hours around the plaza, hoping to catch a glimpse of 
Patricio crossing the central square. That night, a Sr. 
Coca offered to accompany him, after having pre
viously Tefused. 

On the next morning, April 20, they started out with 
three litt1e burros in tow. Again came the same moun
tain climbing, and finally on a height Jankohuyo could 
be seen far below, "My emotions were indescribable," 
Sr. Costas related. 

With a joyous welcome, the believers suspended all 
work for further study classes on the administrative 
and spiritual bases of the Faith, as well as details on 
the character of Baha'i elections. Then, with sacred 
readings and prayers, the election of their first as
sembly took place "in an atmosphere full of spirit and 
emotion. " 

To add to the happiness of that date, two Indians 
from Urimarca were present, who asked that a Baha'i 
would come to give intensive study classes in their 
village, "as there were eighty Indians there who wished 
to enter the Faith." 

A little eighty-year-old rural school teacher, Crisologo 
Montesinos, had been waiting eagerly to enroll in the 
Faith after having used Baha'i prayers daily from 
Communion With God, in which he said he had found 
"his highest inspiration," He was the only person in 
the Sakaka region who could read. 

The National Assembly secretary's report closed with 
these words: "Those Indians are highly humble, affec
tionate, and spiritual. Again, and even more so than 
before, I can say that Bolivia is like Africa . . . de
tached pioneers are needed, bestowing all their love 
and faith, their Baha'i knowledge, their human under
standing, and their loving consideration." 

During the coming year, Sr. Alvarez will live among 

" ................. "' .. ,. ,--.. .. -
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and teach the Indians for a five-month period, while 
Andres Jachakollo will devote the entire year as a 
pioneer among his Indian brothers. A young Indian 
believer, Sabino Ortega, chosen by the outstanding In
dian pioneers themselves, will spend several months 
for teacher training in Santiago, Chile, and will return 
to te~ch the children of these villages, as well as dif
fuse the Faith in Bolivia, a country that has over two 
million Indians. 

-ELLEN SIMS 

National Assembly Members for Australia, 
Burma, Italy-Switzerland Announced 

Officers and members of the National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of Australia for the Baha'i Year 
116 are: H. C. Featherstone, chairman; W. J. Rodwell, 
vice-chairman; N. P. L, Walker, secretary; N. Bluett, 
treasurer; and P. J. Khan, J. Heggie, Miss T. L Perks, 
P. B. Bird, and E. S. G. Bowes. 

On April 25, 1959, the first National Spiritual As
sembly of the Baha'is of Burma was elected as follows: 
U Ba Sein of Toungoo, president; Daw RIa Hla of Man
dalay, vice-president; S. G. Murtaza Ali of Rangoon, 
secretary; U Ko Ko Gyi of Rangoon, assistant secre
tary; Sb.ah Alam Chowhuri of Rangoon, treasurer; U. 
Doolman of Daidanaw; U Hamid of Rangoon; Daw 
Thoung Khin of Mandalay; and U Thein Pe of Daida
naw. A photograph of this newly formed Assembly ap
pears in the July issue of BAHA'i NEWS on page 11. 
All nineteen of the elected delegates attended the con~ 
vention, as well as a large number of Baha'is from 
the different centers in Burma. 

Members of the Italo-Swiss National Spiritual As
sembly, elected at the Seventh Annual National Con
vention at Bern held on April 25-26, 1959, include Dr. 
Ugo Giachery, Fritz Schaer, Dr. Alexander Bausani, 
Anna Kunz, Fritz Semle, Dr. Walter Ott, Mona Haenni, 
Elsa Steinmetz, and Marian Little. 

Left: Study class of Bolivian Indian believers, led by Athos Costas and an interpreter. Right: First Indian 
Baha'i School of Sakaka~ Huanacota, and Jankohuyo villages, held on AprH 3 to 5, 1959. Holding the sign aTe 

Andres JachakoUo, Indian pioneer, and Athos Costas, 1'lational Assembly secretary. 
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Baha'i Observers Participate In Inter-American Indian Congress 

Fourth Inter-American Indian Congress in fuH session~ 
showing chiefs of the delegations in front, and other 

delegates and observers at the reaT. 

T HE FouTth Inter~American Indian Congress was 
held in the city of Guatemala May 16-25, 1959, 

with delegates and observers from the United States, 
Central and South America, and the Antilles, totaling 
approximately 150 persons, and including directors of 
various National Indian Institutes, representatives of 
the Inter-American Institute in Mexico, social workers, 
anthropologists, language experts, and prominent In~ 
dians from Panama, Costa Rica, Guatemala, and the 
United States. 

In the latter delegation were Paul Jones and Clarence 
Wesley. chiefs of the Navajo and Apache tribes, re· 
spectively. Educators and representatives of interna
tional organizations, such as O.LT. and UNESCO, also 
participated. The Baha'i observers were the only of
ficial representatives of any religious group. 

The Government of Guatemala acted as host, and 
President Ydigoras officially opened the congress and 
sponsored a reception. 

Three official Baha'i observers (Mrs. Louise Caswell, 
Mrs. Dee Worth Lamb, and Artemus Lamb) were 
privileged to attend through the sympathetic bond for 
the Faith which had been established with the Director 
of the Indian Institute of Guatemala, Juan de Dios 
Rosales. He has devoted indefatigable energies in dedi
cated, loving service to the Indians, and is deeply 
searching for ways to further their interests.' One other 
Baha'i of Guatemala, Maximo Enrique Chavez, also 
acted as observer, but for the University of San Carlos, 
Guatemala. 

Deeply aware of their great privilege and responsi. 
bility, the Baha'i observers adopted the policy of free 
and friendly association with a11 participants in the 

Congress, without making mention of the Faith except 
when asked directly. The Indians obviously felt the 
Baha'i spirit, voluntarily seeking them out constantly, 
as naturally as children seek their father. 

The atmosphere of the fourth congress was one of 
unusually deep sincerity, abnegation, and a sincere 
searching for ways to right the wrongs suffered by the 
Indians. There was a generally widespread disquiet· 
ing realization of the defects of our so·called "civiliza
tion," and recognition of the noble qualities of our 
long-suffering brothers, and their great spiritual and 
moral contributions to .past civilizations when given 
their opportunity. Both Indians and non-Indians ap
peared to be making great sacrifices for the congress. 
Many times the thought was expressed that what was 
needed most of all was a correction of the ··non~ 

Indians." 
The observers established very friendly, even in· 

tim ate, relations with the San BIas Indians, who 
offered their assistance in every way possible, and 
gave suggestions as to the proper way to introduce 
the Baha'i Faith to their twenty·three Indian tribes. 
Official permission must be obtained from their govern· 
ing council for the entry of any religious teaching, 
and through invitations issued to visit them, it is hoped 

Left: Three Baha'i observers at the Inter-American 
Indian Congress J with the Director and Secretary of 
the Guatemalan Indian Institute. Right: Ignacio Salis, 
delegate from Panama, and General Secretary for the 
twenty-three Indian chiefs on the San BIas Is~ands. He 
has offered aid in requesting permission to introdu.ce 

the Baha~i Faith to the San BIas Indians. 
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to make this official presentation in the very near 
future through the coordinated efforts of the National 
Spiritual Assembly of Central America and the Pana
manian Teaching Committee. 

Another contact is a member of the National As
sembly (governmental body) of Panama: another is 
a member of the Chiriqui tribe, and most anxious to 
know the Baha'is in his locality. It was possible to 
give the Messag'e to both Mr. Jones, the Navajo chief, 
and to Mr. Wesley, the Apache chief. Mr. Jones was 
also given a brochure in English-Navajo. Both asked 
many questions and were very impressed with the 
fact that there are no priests, pastors, or paid workers 
in the Baha'i Faith. 

The Baha'i pamphlet in Maya-Quiche Indian dialect 
and Spanish was also presented to the two Indjan 
representatives from Quezaltenango, at their request. 

The Director of the Indian Institute of Bolivia, after 
hearing an exposition of the Baha'i Faith at luncheon 
one day, said, HI want to join this movemen!." 

The Secretary of the Indian Institute of Guatemala 
said, after having read some literature: "You are 
giving me a problem. My entire thinking is being com
pletely revolutionized." 

A most careful follow-up is being arranged with all 
the names, either through their respective national 
spiritual assemblies, or the teaching committees of 
their cOWltries. In Guatemala itsel1 a great number of 
people of capacity are interested, including both the 
Director and Secretary of the Indian Institute, who 
are actively reading and studying. 

There have been three former Inter-American Con
gresses, the first held in Patzcuaro, Mexico; the second 
in La Paz, Bolivia; the third in Cuzco, Peru. The next, 
or fifth, will be held in Ecuador in 1963. This fourth 
congress, held in Guatemala, is the first in which 
Baha'is have participated. 

To the observers, the spirit of Baha'u'IHlh is obvious
ly workfng on a large scale in the Americas, and a new 
era of understanding and collaboration in the work with 
the Indians appears to have opened up with this 
fourth congress. 

Third Benelux Convention at Brussels 
Stresses Importan<e of Deeds 

Fifty-one Baha'is from Holland, Luxembourg, and 
Belgium assembled in the Conference Hall of the I:Ia;;
iratu'l-Quds, Brussels, for the Third Benelux Conven
tion, April 25-26, 1959. Roll-call of the delegates re
vealed thirteen present. The secretary of the National 
Spiritual Assembly received votes from the six absent 
delegates, making a total of nineteen votes. 

The Convention chairman introduced our two Auxil
iary Board Members, Louis Henuzet (Teaching) and 
Jan Sijsling (Protection). Louis Henuzet, addressing 
the Convention, called our attention to the words of 
Dr. Ugo' Giachery spoken at the meeting of the Hands 
of the Cause and the Auxiliary Board Members, held in 
Brussels last December. 

HThe Hands of the Cause," said Dr. Giachery, "are 
very concerned over the progress of the Global Cru-
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indian believers o-f the Peigan Indian Reserve, Black
foot Confederacy~ Alberta, Canada. Front Row: Maggie 
Prairie Chicken. Rose Knowlton. Louise White Cow. 
and Agnes Yellow Face. Back Row: Councillor Samson 
Know~ton, Ben White Cow, Sam Yeltow Face, and Allan 
Prairie Chicken. Allan and Maggie Prairie Chicken 
were the first dedarants of the Blackfoot nation in 
March 1958. Teaching on this Peigan Reserve was re-

ported in BAHA'i NEWS for July. 

sade. The year 1959 is a very crucial one. This Cause 
must go forward and it can only go forward because 
of the sacrifice of every betiever. The Cause of Baha
'u'llah will go down if we fail. This brings us to one 
essential point-Individual Teaching. In order to 
achieve the goals set for the Global Crusade, 394 as~ 
semblies must be established before 1962." 

Continuing, Mr. Henuzet said that for the Benelux 
countries the goal is three national spiritual assemblies 
by 1963, one each for Belgium, Holland, and Luxem
bourg. "This is a 'divine task' we have before us. We, 
with our weaknesses and frailty. must accomplish it. It 
depends on us. We must create a Hdivine institution." 
If we are not able to form these national spiritual as
semblies, then the Universal House of Justice will not 
be established and the Cause will be retarded because 
of our failure. Our next Convention must be a conven
tion, not of promises, but of action and results. This 
thought we must keep in mind every day throughout 
the coming year. . 

Jan Sijsling, in addressing the Convention, pointed 
out that modern man is no longer interested in words 
but in deeds. There is much quarreling and gossiping 
and so much poor organization to be found everywhere. 
Baha'is must be an example. There is protection for all 
of us, and that is in the Teachings of Bahii'u'llah. From 
these teachings we can learn the great lesson of seH
discipline. We can improve our own behavior if we 
faithfully follow the laws and ordinances given by 
Bahi3.'u'llah. The results will soon come, and then we 
shall begin to attract others so that next year there will 
be many more delegates from new assemblies. If we 
truly love our Faith we shall protect it. 

Hearing the magnificent message from the Hands of 
the Cause of God was the high point of the Convention. 
Mr. Henuzet then summarized this Message and em
phasized its important parts. 

In summing-up the discussion on teaching work, Jan 
Sijsling said that it is easy to obtain material goals, 
but much more difficult to achieve those 01 a spiritual 
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National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'i;s of the Bene
lux Countries for 1959-1960. Front Row: Honor Kempton; 
Lottie Tobias; Lea Nys, secretary; Jan :Sijsling, vice
chairman. Back Row: Robert Van Lith, assistant treas
urer; Claude Levy; Louis Henuzet. chairman; Pierre 

Bram, treasu.rer; Ben Levy, assistant secretary. 

nature. We need more faith. We need financial- sup
port. The plan given in the message from the Hands of 
the Cause is quite drastic. It is interesting to note the 
natural capacities of these two nations, Persia and the 
United States. The Persians are giving financial sup-
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port. It is natural for them to give and give, they have 
such generous hearts. The Americans, in turn, are 
asked to give the work. 

Having recently returned from a business trip which 
included the United States, Mr. Sijsling observed that 
the American Baha'is seemed more open, more earnest; 
for most of them the Baha'i Faith is theiT life, it is 
natural for them to pioneer. Speaking of oTganization 
and teaching, both are necessary, said Jan, but leave 
those who have the capacity to teach free to do this 
important work and do not bog them down with com· 
mittee work. 

The closing remarks of the chairman, Madame Lea 
Nys, brought clearly to us all our great responsibility 
as Baha'is. In the Bible, said Madame Nys, there is a 
parable explaining that when the master of a piece of 
land was going away he asked his inheritors to take 
care of the land and make it prosperous. We as Baha'is 
have our own Master, Baha'u'IHth, Who has entrusted 
the whole earth to His disciples so that they bring pros
perity to it. His dominion is the soil of the hearts. 
Therefore we are inheritors of this earth. Moreover 
Baha'u'llah has left to us the Useeptre du pouvoir"-His 
Covenant and His World Order. We have inherited also 
His Crown of Glory with all its jewels and pearls,. His 
principles and wonderful teachings. We are more 
privileged than any other inheritors of the past because 
we have those three things which make one whole 
great future of this earth. We cannot leave this precious 
heritage without fruit. 

The powers on high, the three great figures of our 
Faith, the Bah, Baha'u'lhlh, and 'Abdu'l-Baha, and our 
beloved Guardian are watching us from the Abha King-

Bahd'is attending the Third Convention of the Benelux Countries at Brussels, Belgium, On April 25-26~ 1959. 
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dam. What could bring more happiness to them and to 
our devoted Hands of the Cause, who are making ev
ery effort in the Holy Land and all over the world to 
help us, than for them to witness this great spiritual 
conquest of the hearts of humanity thereby making 
a better and more harmonious world. 

latin Believers Arise to Pioneer 
at Central Ameritan Convention 

-HONOR KEMPTON 

Tegucigf.llpa, Honduras, was the scene for a moving 
and forward-looking Ninth Annual Convention for the 
Baha'is of Central America, Mexico, and Panama on 
April 23 to 27, 1959. 

Twenty-three delegates and numerous believers rep
resenting Panama, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, 
El Salvador I Guatemala, and Mexico met in what 
might well be the commencement of a dearly-needed, 
fourth-phase dramatic surge of activities and victories 
in this World Crusade .. 

The recent visit of Hand of the Cause Dr. Ugo 
Giachery had deeply prepared the believers to face 
the problems and tasks before them. His presence had 
evidently left a deep impression and had taught a 
valuable lesson, for both the spirit and fruits of the 
convention made it a truly unprecedented one. 

Following a deeply-consecrated devotional period, the 
convention got under way with the election of Esteban 
Canales as chairman, and Salomon Escalante as sec
retary. Of outstanding interest was the reading of a 
letter by Dr. Giachery which defined the needs of the 
territory, and served as a stimulus to guide the de
liberations of the convention. 

Mrs. Katherine McLaughlin, member of the Auxil
iary Board and secretary of the Western Hemisphere 
Teaching Committee, proved invaluable with illumi
nating commentaries regarding the contents of the 
letter, and, indeed, throughout the convention. Essen
tially .this letter underscored the need for the Latin 
believers to arise and take the initiative, and that the 

Post-Convention Conference sponsored by the Fresno, 
Calif., Assembly on May 10, 1959. 

AUGUST 1959 

Baha'is of Saigon, Nha-Be, and PhuQc-Long~ South 
Vietnam, celebrating the anniversary of the Dedara

tion of the Bcib on May 23, 1959, at the Saigon Center. 

spirit of love in the Faith must dominate adminis
trative activities as well as our own lives. 

Much of the consultation centerd around three points: 
(1) Individual conversion, (2) Multiplication of centers, 
and (3) Contributions to the Fund, which would enable 
the believers to aid in the Temple construction in 
Frankfurt, Kampala, and Sydney, and to meet the 
needs here. 

A dramatic call was directed to the native believers 
to arise as pioneers now that Latin America must play 
so vital a role in the Divine Plan. Responding to this 
call were seven dedicated Latin friends, a very moving 
fuHillment of one of the beloved Guardian's dearest 
hopes, that the Latins would ·arise spontaneously. 

Upon reading the message directed by the Hands of 
the Faith in the Holy Land to all the conventions, it 
was learned that the seven countries of this territory 
must form their national assemblies in 1962. 

The emergency goals here are the establishing of 
four local assemblies in Honduras, and one in Nica
ragua. No existing assembly can be lost, and all those 
lost must be re-established. Should one country of the 
territory fail to achieve its national assembly t the 
others could form theirs. This creates a feeling of 
"all for one and one for all," and keeps our vision 
fro m being limited only to our own country. 

The newly elected National Spiritual Assembly con
sists of these members and officers: Esteban Canales, 
chairman; Luis Bouche, secretary; James Facey, 
treasurer; and Harold Murray, Artemus Lamb, Salo
mon Escalante, Armando Fonseca Duval, Edris Rice
Wray, and Donald Witzel. 

With all the believers returned home renewed, re
solved. and unified in a measure that exceeded expecta
tions, it was felt that the greatest tangible result was 
the touching arising of such dedicated Latin friends 
to pioneer, some at great personal sacrifice. 
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Twenty-Three States Report Successful Race Amity Day Meetings 

SpeakeT's panel at the Race Amity Day meeting spon~ 
sOTed by the Duluth, Minn., Baha'is: WiHiam Maupins, 
representing the NAACP oj Duluth; Dr. Robert Wolff, 
Bahd'i 'JtodeTatoT; Francis LeQuier, AmeTican Indian; 
Mrs. Rodney Larson, Hawaiian; and Cu.rt Ewing, 

Negro Bahd'i of Excelsior, Minn. 

RACE AMITY Day meetings on June 14, 1959., have 
been Teported from Florida, Delaware, North Caro

lina, Tennessee, Mississippi. Idaho. Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Iowa, Michigan, Utah, Oklahoma, Maryland, Kentucky, 

Colorado, California, Ohio. Minnesota, Missouri, North 
Dakota, South Dakota, New York, and Washington. 

The Baha'i Interracial Teaching Committee states 
that, in almost every report received, the pUblicity 
(displays, radio, television, and newspaper coverage) 
and the Race Amity Day meetings were excellent_ 

Public meetings, generally, did not bring as great 
an attendance as did such functions as teas, dinners, 
and picnics. One community reported that last year 
seventy~five people attended a dinner, and this year 
the meeting, without a dinner, only drew forty~five 
persons. 

In communities where invitations were sent out there 
seemed to be a greater response in attendance. The 
warm, personal, and human aspects seemed to bring 
more response. A great many of the seekers seem to 
be coming from the college level. Wilmington and 
Brandywine Hundred, Del., Assemblies reported that 
they held two follow-up meetings which brought forty
nine people_ An isolated believer (a mother of five 
children) in South Dakota could not hold a meeting, 
but prepared a display which was shown in the public 
library for two weeks. and she writes that she uses 
baby sitters of different races in order that her children 
may know and love all races_ 

In some areas considerable progress was noted with 
respect to the increase of Negroes and non-Baha'is who 
attended these meetings. Some of the topics used were; 
"Interrelated Worlds of God," "Race Amity, the Key to 
Social Justice," "Foundations of Racial Amity," "Race 
Unity: America's Security," and "Race Unity, The 
Pathway to World Peace_" We were especially grati~ 

Picnic toUO'tVing the pane! discussion progTam for Race Amity Day at Duluth. Minn_ The gathering included thirty~ 
two guests, among them Negroes, American Indians, Filipinos, Japanese, and Hawaiians. 
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fied to note that there were so many of the youth 
present in most of these meetings. 

Baha'is in Tennessee are very pleased with the Ne
gro response to the Faith and to the Race Amity 
meetings. Nashville held a panel discussion led by a 
Baha'i and a non-Baha'i. Fifty-two persons were pres
ent, and twenty-nine were non-Baha'is. The topic was 
"World Brotherhood--5piritual Ideal or Expediency?". 
There was a large turnout of Negroes, which was 
particularly encouraging. Sixteen people asked for 
further study, and this was followed up by this commu
nity. It is especially encouraging to read this kind of 
report coming from the south. 

Louisville, Ky" reports that they had two speakers, 
one white and one Negro, who have traveled together, 
and they feel that more of this should be done to 
promote Race Amity in the south. Charlotte, N.C., 
had an unusually good response in the number of 
Negros and youth who attended their meeting, held in 
a Negro church where they showed slides, "Palestine, 
Holy Land of Four Faiths." They were so well re
ceived that they have been asked to show the slides 
to the Bible Classes in this church. 

Boise, Idaho, held a picnic dinner which attracted 
fifty souls. Their program was brief, though effective 
in terms of interest and contacts. A prayer was read, 
then words from the Baha'i WOT!d Faith; and some 
of the words of the beloved Guardian. 

The friends. of Quincy, IlL, held a two·day meeting 
which drew an unusually large group of non·Baha'ls. 
A travelog was shown on the first day, which drew a 
crowd of. 120 people. 100 of whom were non-Baha'is. On 
the second day a Youth Symposium and picnic were 
held, with a total of fifty people, and thirty were n~:m
Baha'is. This kind of response is most heart-warmmg 
to us alL 

Fargo, N. Dak., Baha'is observed Race Amity Day 
with a talk. at the Baha'i Center by a visiting believer 
who is a teacher at the Fort Totten Indian School. 
Royal Oak, Mich., presented a pane~ discussion; spea.k
ers included John Lopez, Mexican, Ellis Brown, Negro 
school teacher, and Mrs. Lois Nachman, a Baha'i. This 
was an inter-community meeting, with Ferndale, Oak 
Park, Royal Oak Township, and Royal Oak participat
ing, Invitations were sent to a selected list by these 
communities, 

A picnic was given by Baha'is of Stockton, Cali!., at
tended by forty-seven persons_ A talk. by William 
Hathorn member of the Stockton Assembly, stimu
lated a iively discussion among the guests, and their 
many questions were satisfactorily answered. . 

New York City's observance of Race AmIty Day 
received publicity in four newspapers that totalled 
over 4,000,000 circulation. The meeting, at the Baha'i 
Center, attracted eighty persons, with Negro and other 
minority groups making up over half of the attendance. 

A panel discussion was given in the YMCA hall 
on June 6 by the Burbank, Calif., Baha'is. Four faiths, 
Baha'i, Jewish, Hindu, and Christian, were represented 
by the speakers. Over eighty persons attended this 
Race Amity meeting. 

Taking advantage of the presence of Miss Elsie 
Austin in their city at the time, the Baha'is of St. 
Petersburg, Fla., moved their observance of Race 
Amity Day forward one week. Their report states that 

e·· ... ' .... _" .. ~_~ ..... _._ 
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Bahci'i literature rack in the Student Servi.ce 
Center at the University oj Florida at Gaines· 

viUe. 

Miss Austin addressed an audience of sixty-five on the 
evening of June 2, after which the National Council 
for Negro Women entertained her and the Baha'is at 
a reception and banquet at their headquarters. The 
day preceding the public meeting, Miss Austin visited 
a number of Negro leaders, and was taken on a tour 
of the city by the founder of the organization. Photo
graphs were taken at the meeting· for the Negro section 
of the local newspaper and excerpts from her talk were 
requested for incorporation in the newspaper's report 
of the meeting. 

The Local Spiritual Assembly writes: "The whole 
period of Miss Austin's visit was vitalizing and helped 
us to enlarge our understanding of and friendShip with 
all peoples." 

-INTERRACrAL TEACHING COMMI'ITEE 

Bah.'i Pre •• Service Reports on Publicity 

The National Baha'i Press Service, in observance of 
Race Amity Day, made the following promotional ma
terial available to the friends: display posters in four 
colors, newspaper matrices of the poster design suit· 
able for advertising, publicity releases, and copy with 
layout for advertisements. 

The Press Letter, several months in advance, urged 
the friends to observe this special event and to avail 
themselV'es of the suggestions and assistance of the 
Interracial Teaching Committee. 

At the request of the Baha'i Press Service, the Na
tional Reference LibraTY Committee compiled quota
tions on the theme of "the oneness of mankind" suit
able for reading at public observances, and these were 
offered to the friends through the Press Letter. 

In addition to sending releases to the Baha'i press 
representatives, all leading Negro papers received 
copies 01 the releases, as well as the Associated Negro 
Press, the United Press International, and the Associ-
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Baha'is and friends at a weekly public meeting 
at the Baha'i Center in Bangkok, ThaHand, in 

Apri! 1959. 

ated Press. Some 2,000 pieces of mail were handled 
for this event. 

Two hundred seventy-eight Race Amity Day posters 
were sold, and thirty-two Race Amity Day mats. Two 
weeks after the event took place, we can report having 
received publicity in twenty-eight states, representing 
seventy-four communities. We have received 132 in
dividual press items. 

The total circulation was 12 million, and column 
inches totalled 700. 

-BAHA 'f PRESS SERVICE 

Attain First Recognition 
of Baha'i Marriage in Spain 

An historic victory for the Baha'i Faith has been 
achieved in Spain, with the first civil registration of 
a Baha!i marriage. 

Every effort had been made previously by the couple, 
Antonio Jiminez Gutierrez and Parvin Vahid Teherani, 
to procure a civil marriage, as theoretically this is 
permissible. However, they found it impossible to at
tain, and went to Tangiers, Morocco, where they tried 
to obtain a civil marriage. Here they also failed, but 
had a Baha'i marriage ceremony which they intended 
to be content with, and were prepared to suffer the 
consequences. This marriage was performed by the 
Local Spiritual Assembly of Tangiers. 

When they returned to Murcia, where Antonio is em
ployed in a bank, it came to the attention of the au
thorities that they considered themselves married, but 
according to the views of the police they were living 
"in concubinage." 

The newly married couple then began again to make 
petitions for a civil registration oi their marriage. 
There then occurred a matter of great historical im
portance, for after much difficulty and discussion, the 
authorities finally granted them permission to have 
the civil registration of their marriage, thus making 
it legal to the State, if not to the Church. 

This makes the marriage of Parvin and Antonio the 
first case in Spain of the legal recognition and regis-

" .... , ...... - .... ~...... <. -, .... -

(S 

tration of a Baha'i marriage, and is the reward of 
obedIence and constancy In the Faith of Ba:la'u'llah. 

The Baha"i ceremony took place on April 22 1959 
and the civil ceremony and registration took pl~ce i~ 
Murcia on May 14, 1959. 

U,S. Sales Committee Members Retire from Service 
Members of the Baha'i commW1ity throughout the 

world who have been faithfully served for many years 
by Harry E. Walrath, chairman of the Baha'i Sales 
Committee of the United States,' wil1 be sorry to learn 
that he and Mrs. Walrath have moved away from the 
Temple area and will no longer be able to continue 
fHling orders for ringstones and other special items 
handled by that committee. Two of the other members 
who have served almost as long have been ill for sev
er al months. 

The n~wly-appointed committee will make every ef
fort to gIve the same prompt attention to orders. Until 
i"Ll:rther notice, all orders for items handled by the 
Baha'i Sales Committee should be addressed as fol
lows: Baha'i Sales Committee, 112 Linden Avenue, Wil. 
mette, Ill. 

-u.s. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Plan Western Canada Summer School 
A Western Canada Baha'i Summer School will be 

held at Banff, Alberta, Canada, on August 23 to 30 
1959. Further information may be obtained from Mis~ 
Sylvia Plotkin, 2125 16A Street SW, Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada. 

Baha'i Group Of Sam Neua, Laos~ in April 1959. 



16 AUGUST 1959 

Many Countries of the World Represented 

Local Spiritual Assemb~y of the Baha'is oj Milano, 
Italy, formed on APTil 21, 1959. Front Row: MTS. Tahe,,; 
'Ala'i Djezzab, Mrs. Guitty Wan Houten, Mrs. KiLbra 
Djezzab, Miss VaItelhna Ferran, and Mrs. RahiIe 
Saadati. Back Row: EnayatoUdh Anayati~ Abbass Rab-

bani, Housein Saadati, and Sceruddin 'Atci'i. 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Dehra 
Dun, India, formed on April 21, 1959, Front Row: KuIdip 
Singh, R. K. Manchanda, J. R. Grover, G. D. Bhatia, 
and M. L. Bhatia. Back Row: K. C. Naru!a, S. S. Bhalla, 

P. Chandra, and Sahib Ram. 

First Loca~ Spiritual AssemMy of the Bahci'is oj Bra
ward County, Fla.} formed on AprH 21, 1959. 

FiTst Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Valen
cia, Spain, formed on AprH 21, 1959. 

First Local Spiritu.al Assembly of the Baha'is of Rogers, 
Ark., formed on ApTi! 21, 1959. 

First Local Spiritual Assem bly Of the Baha'is Of Sin· 
tang J Kalimantan BaTat. West Indonesian Borneo, 

fOTmed on April 21, 1959. 
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by Newly-Formed Local Spiritual Assemblies 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia, formed on April 21, 1959. 

First Local Spiritua~ Assembly of the Baha'is of Ante
lope Judtcia~ District, Calif., formed on April 21, 1959. 

First Loca! Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Phu
Xuan, Nha·Be district, South Vietnam, formed on 

April 21, 1959. 

First Local Spirituat AssemMy oj the Bahci'is of pen· 
dleton, Ore., formed April 21, 1959. 

FiTst Local Spiritual Asse.mbly of the Baha'is Of TUI
ungagung, East Java, Indonesia, formed on April 21, 

1959. 

First Local Spiritua[ Assembly of the Baha'is of Baton 
Rouge, La., formed on April 21, 1959. Front Row: 
Carolyn Galinkin, LuciHe Woodruff, and Mary Leon. 
Back Row: George GaHnkin, Herman Perrodin, Ken
neth 'Whitehead, Julius Leon, Charles Woodruff, and 

NassTollcih Maghji. 
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The Education of Youth and Our Twentieth Century Dilemma 

By Habib T aherzadeh 

What is education? Education means the develop
ment of human faculties through training and instruc
tion so that the individual may be fit to lead a happy 
and useful life. Education has two aspects, one moral, 
the other intellectual. 

Moral education aims at building and purifying per
sonal character. It directs and motivates human be
havior. It is the essential factor lor the advancement 
of human evolution, It prepares the ground for ac
quiring spiritual perception. It is the fOlUldation of 
life. 

Intellectual education, on the other hand, cons-ists 
of acquiring knowledge and ability to adapt ourselves 
to the environment in which we live. It develops and 
refines our mental faculty. However,· it is a blind 
instrument. It may be applied either for construction 
or destruction, for the elevaOon of mankind or for its 
degradation. 

That is why the prophets lay 50 much emphasis in 
their ethical teachings on the need for moral training 
and the refinement of human conduct. Their object 
is to awaken and nourish the soul within us as a 
prerequisite of spiritual consciousness and as a step 
forward towards human evolution. 

Unforttmately, in our modern life little attention is 
paid to moral education. Parents often neglect this 
vital duty of character formation and feel satisfied 
if their children observe certain superficial manners 
and keep up appearances in their social life. There 
is no deep down moral impulse to inspire and moti
vate their conduct. 

Much less can be expected nowadays from school 
teachers in the way of moral education, since they 
consider themselves to be solely concerned with the 
intellectual training of children. 

Our modern education is highly secularized. It has 
Uttle to offer in the way of a philosophy of life and 
neglects those values and abstract properties inherent 
in human nature. It deals entirely with the study of 
the sciences of inert matter and the material side of 
life. Consequently this systematic development of ma
terial knowledge has led, within less than a century, 
to the phenomenal triumph of science and technology 
-a thing unprecedented in human history and ex
perience. 

Today m-achinery on a vast and new scale has rev
olutionized industry, creating a world of potential 
plenty and comfort. We have almost abolished time 
and distance. Our medical science has made an 
enormous stride in eliminating disease and in im
proving public health and hygiene. Our scientists 
have penetrated far into the depths of space. They 
have discovered the stupendous power of the atom, 
which is now available both for beneficial and de
structive application. 

What effect has the impact of modern life and 
civilization produced on human beings? What conse
quences have these momentous changes in the condi
tions of human life brought about'! Do the acquisition 
and employment of the fruits of industry constitute 
a veritable advance in the course of human evolu
tion'? What is the price demanded for all those lavish 
and glittering gadgets that science has placed in our 
eager but clumsy hands? The answer to all these 
questions reveals 'a grim reality that would sound 
alarming to many of us. Yet the plain fact is that 
the same mighty impulse which enabled us to attain 
to such a high level of material progress has pro
duced '3 paradoxical reaction which is exerting a 
baneful influence on the non-material aspects of our 
life. It has actually tipped the scales against us, and 
i~ driving us slowly down the path of degradation, 
SImply because we have neglected the laws of our 
nature, because we have lost our sense of balance, 
because we have ignored the fact that material prog
ress, if unaccompanied by a corresponding develop
ment in the moral and spiritual aspects of life, will 
eventua]Jy prove a source of evil and lead to human 
degradation. 

"The civilization," is Baha'u'llah's grave warning, 
HSO often vaunted by the learned exponents of arts 
and sciences, will, if allowed to overleap the bounds 
of moderation, bring great evil upon men. . . . If 
carried to eXGess, civilization will prove as prolific a 
source of evil as it had been of good when kept 
within the restraints of moderation!' 

The question is; Are men really degenerating? A 
cursory glance at the world's advanced communities 
would reveal that in spite of the enormous progress 
made in the field of education, the intellectual stand
ard, the mental caliber of the masses, remains very 
low indeed. We notice that multitudes of modern in
dividuals are afflicted by a mental weakness, by nerv
ous and degenerative diseases fo'r which there seems 
to be nO effective cure. 

Meanwhile cases of crime, robbery, violence, de
linquency, immorality, lawlessness, and terrorism have 
assumed alarming PToportions. Our arts, our music, 
our literature - the fairest fruits of human intellect -
have lost their true value and have been excessively 
vulgarized. Marriage ties and parental relationships, 
which constitute the warp and woof of human society, 
are being steadily relaxed. Modern people have be
come indifferent towards all those conceptions of de
cency and morality that at one time held sway over 
the hearts of men and directed their thoughts and 
actions. 

All these vices, excesses, mental disorders, and dis
concerting frustrations 'are but the outward signs of an 
internal affliction - the affliction ·of the soul. We 
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are so hypnotized by the brilliant display of new gadg
ets, the vulgar attractions and pursuits of our time, 
that we seldom realize that the soul within us is 
atrophying, owing to insufficient nourishment. 

We are being chastised for transgressing natural 
laws, for tresspassing the bounds of moderation. We 
Leluctantly note that man, who had gained mastery 
over matter, has fallen prey to his own lower na~ 
ture and become a slave to his own handiwork. This 
grievous situation constitutes the real dilemma of the 
twentieth century. 

What is the outlook for the younger generation? 
What is the position of youth in this challenging 
period? They find themselves in a world out of touch 
with God, and out of harmony with the exigencies and 
problems of the new life that science and industry 
have thrust upon us. They find school education lack~ 
ing that creative impulse which is required to guide 
the behaviour of the individual, and unable to give a 
clear conception of the role he has to play in this 
new world in which human power and its scope are so 
greaUy increased. They find doctrines that are in
consistent with reason and the established facts of 
science. 

This sad situation prompts many young people of 
today to cut themselves off from the idea of G1Jd and 
religion, and to adopt a sceptical attitude with no 
genuine faith at alL In vain they search around them 
seeking a substitute for faith to fill the void and 
soothe the aching soul within, They try evasive doc
trines and philosophies, and pernicious ideologies, only 
to find them hollow and unsatisfying. They turn to 
scientists, statesmen, and the so-called leaders of 
thought for enlightenment, only to be disillusioned. 

Our youth are likely to grow desperate and dis~ 
satisfied. They find no calming influence, no soul~up
lifting pnwer. to direct their steps towards lofty and 
constructive goals. Thus it would seem a natural con
sequence that their sensitive subconscious minds 
should revolt in protest against the perversity and 
hollowness of our present way of life and should 
seek such gratifications that will at least momentarily 
relieve their sense of frustration. 

This is the sad fate that our decadent sodal system 
presents to youth the world over tOday. There is no 
doubt that the effect of this grievous situation on the 
morals and psychology of the younger generation has 
been catastrophic. 

How are we going to tackle the problem of child 
education? How are we going to train our children 
according to those lofty standards of Baha'i conduct 
set up by Baha'u'IIa.h and exemplified by the life of 
our Master, 'Abdu'l-Baha? Obviously we cannot bring 
our children up in a sort of egg-shell. We cannot isolate 
them from the rest of the world, of which we are 
all a part. We cannot shut them off from the gay but 
illusive social life that flows ceaselessly at our doors. 
Little, too, can we expect in the way of character 
training from our institutions of learning. 

The Baha'i Faith regards parenthood as a divine 
privilege, and at the same time imposes a colossal 
responsibility on it that cannot be shirked on any pre
text whatever. A single child whose conduct is noble, 
'Abdu t l-Baha says, is far superior to thousands of ill
mannered ones; the former would prove itself the 
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crowning pride of a generation while the latter would 
be a source of shame and misery. 

He further points out that this sacred and delicate 
task can in no wise be effectively fulfilled unless the 
parents set up, through the dynamic force of their own 
characters and conduct, through loving self-dedication 
such a shining example that it will shed ample light 
of moral guidance on the path their children are 
destined to tread. This is the essence of His exhorta~ 
tion and constitutes the bedrock of character train
ing. 

Educators, as well as parents, ought to bear in 
mind that they should not remain content with ges
tures of morality, with a mere observance of a set 
of conventional codes Qf behaviour, which have no real 
value whatever. Rather they should ·aim at instilling 
noble virtues and qualities into their children's na
tures, so that their thoughts and deeds, their whole 
attitude towards life, become the expression of the 
inner improvement; so that thus they may be able to 
lead happy lives far removed from the frivolous and 
sordid satisfactions of our age. 

Let the following moral precepts gleaned from the 
writings of Bahil'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Baha guide our 
steps towards the lofty goal of moral evolution, the at~ 
tainment of which would usher in the Golden Age of 
human maturity and the dawn of Divine Civilization 
on this planet.:-

"The companions of God," Baha'u'llilhdeclares, "are, 
in this day, the lump that must leaven the peoples 
of the world. They must show forth such trustworthi
ness, such truthfulness and perseverance, such deeds 
and character that all mankind may profit by their 
example," 

"Be ye the trustees of God amongst His creatures," 
He in another passage admonishes men, Hand the 
emblems of His generosity amidst His people. Let 
your eye be chaste, your hand faithful, your tongue 
truthful, and your heart enlightened." 

"Be generous in properity," is yet another coun
sel, "and thankful in adversity. Be worthy of the trust 
of thy neighbour, and look upon him with a bright 

United Nations DaV 
October 24. 1959 

A Speci,,' Eveat for Proc'alm'ag 
the Baha'i Faith ta the Public 

Sponsored by the U_S_ National Spiritual Assembly 
Theme: 

United Nations for a United World 
Suggested Publicity Materials: 

Press Release from Baha'i Press Service ,,¥ 
A Patte Tn JOT Future Society from Baha'i Pub- ~;; 

lishing Trust i~ 
Reports: k1 

Newspaper clippings from U.S. communities are 
to be sent immediately to Baha'i Press Service, 'ill 

Written reports and photographs for publication Y 
in BAHA'i NEWS are to be sent as soon as possible ;j 
to the Baha'i News Editorial Committee. 

.---.-



20 

and friendly face. Be a treasure to the poor, an 
admonisher to the rich, an answer to the cry of the 
needy, a perserver of the sanctity of thy pledge. Be 
fair in thy judgement, and guarded in thy speech. 
Be unjust to no man, and show all meekness to all 
men. Be as a lamp tulto them that walk in darkness, 
a joy to the sorrowful, a sea for the thirsty, a haven 
for the distressed, an upholder and defender of the 
victim of oppression. Let integrity and uprightness 
distinguish all thine acts. Be a home for the stranger, 
a balm to the suffering, a tower of strength for the 
fugitive. Be eyes to the blind, and a guiding light unto 
the feet of the erring. Be an ornament to the coun
tenance of truth, a crown to the brow of fidelity, a 
pillar of the temple of righteousness, a breath of life 
to the body of mankind, an ensign of the hosts of 
justice, a luminary above the horizon of virtue, a dew 
to the soil of the human heart, an ark on the ocean of 
knowledge, a sun in the heaven of bounty, a' gem 
on the diadem of wisdom, a shining light in the firma
ment of thy generation, a fruit upon the tree of 
humility." 

"Beware lest ye offend any heart," is 'Abdu'I·Baha's 
admonition, "lest ye speak against anyone in his ab
sence. Be no cause of grief to anyone. Be silent con
cerning the faults of others. Be kind to all men and 
treat your enemies as your friends. Direct your whole 
effort towards the happiness of thQse who are de
spondent. Bestow food upon the hWlgry, clothe the 
needy and glorify the humble. Be a cause of healing 
f.or every sick one, a comforter for every sorrowful 
one, a pleasant water for every thirsty one, a heavenly 
table for every hungry one, 'a star to every horizon, 
a light for every lamp, a herald to everyone who 
yearns for the kingdom of God. Be truthful. Be hos
pitable. Be reverent. Be humble." 
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110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Ill. 
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Alexandria Youth Committee Issues 
Impressive Baha'i Calendar 

--'"- --- ~"-.-, . -- '--

An impressive Baha'i calendar has again been pre. 
pared by' the Youth Committee of Alexandria, Egypt, 
and pubhshed by the Local Spiritual Assembly. 

The calendar is prefaced by an explanation of the 
Baha'i calendar, adapted from Bahci'u'Hdh and the New 
Era, printed in English and Arabic. Then follows the 
calendar proper, with a cleverly-conceived combination 
of Gregorian and Baha'i months within a single ruled 
box. At the back of the calendar is a listing of all Baha'i 
anniversary and Feast days, also in the English and 
Arabic languages, 

NEWS BRIEFS 
The Local Spiritual Assembly of Nagpur, India, has 

been registered under the government's Societies Reg
istration Act, thereby achieving a goal of the Ten.Year 
Crusade. 

A member of the Birmingham, Ala., Baha'i COmmu
nity has given a book review of Dr. A. Powell Davies' 
The Meaning oj the Dead Sea ScroUs before several 
clubs, Sunday school groups, and other organizations. 
Baha'is will find the Scrolls themselves shed much light 
on pre-Christian Palestine, and show close parallels 
with pre-Baha'i Persia. 

Calenda,. of Evenfs 
FEASTS 

August 20-Asma' (Names) 
September 8 - 'lzzat (Might) 

U.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
September 4, 5, 6, 7 

Weekdays 

Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

10:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. (Entire building) 
7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. (Auditorium only) 

Sunday. and Holiday. 
10:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. (Entire building) 
5:00 P.M. to 9 P.M. (Auditorium only) 

Service of Worship 
Sunday. 

3:30 to 4:10 P.M. 
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The Most Great Prison, showing the cerl where Baha
'u'Hcih was incarcerated: the two windows on the upper 

flooT at the right hand side. 

The three terraces endosing one side Of the lfaram-i
Aqdas. The highest, or third terrace, was buHt in ac
cordance with the Guardian's instructions (lfter his 

passing. 

The· Most Great Prison at 'Akkci, photographed from 
the moat where the believers used to wave their hand. 
kerchiefs to Bahci'u'Ucih, when they had travelled arl 

the way from Persia but could not see Him. 

Part of the l:faram-i-Aqdas, from the top of the new 
third terrace. 



The InteTnationa~ Ar· 
chives Buirding, with the 
Shrine oj the Btib in the 
distance ~ taken from the 
Archives Building gar
dens. 

International Archives 
Building and the new~'Y
constructed gate to the 
A rc and Archives gardens. 

The Arc gardens, taken 
from the Inte-rnational 
Archives Btlilding. 
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The International AT. 
chit'€s Building a.nd the 
Shrine of the Bab, taken 
from the Arc gardens. 

The International AT. 
chives Building, taken 
from the Shrine gardens. 

The Internatlonal Ar. 
chires B1dlding. 
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The Condition 0/ Victory 
Closing Remarks at the 1959 U.S. Convention 

by Horace Holley, Hand of the Cause 

A NY OF US who leave this Convention with the 
conviction that teaching and pioneering, while 

really magnificent projects, are not for us-those who 
have that inner condition will inevitably find that the 
conditions of the world are so arranged as to make 
the realization of these projects not only difficult but 
practically.impossible. 

We find every good reason to agree with ourselves, 
for example, that we simply can't pioneer-conditions 
make it impossible. 

On the other hand, any who leave this Convention on 
the level of f'aith, with the pure intention, desire, and 
passion to serve Baha'u'llah by intensive teaching or 
by pioneering, no matter what oonditions confront us 
at this time, they will inevitably change so that our 
faith will be justified_ 

This is the mystery of the world-that events, condi-

tions, circumstances, and influences are so inter
mingled that they prove any thesis we wish to 
demonstrate. 

There is a level on which the World Crusade was 
accomplished at the time it was announced. That is the 
level of the Will of God-the Jevel we attain in a con
dition of pure faith. 

Let us make the supreme effort to go forward, not 
thinking of our personal circumstances, our health. 
our degree of wealth or lack of it, our family cir
cumst·ances or our business responsibilities. Let us not 
think of any of these conditions, but rather let us 
take into our hearts the spirit of the victory of the 
Manifestation of God, keep it there pure and unde· 
filed, and go forward step by step on the path of vic
tory. 

Independent Investigation of Truth 

"WE MUST NOT look for truth in the deeds and ac· 
tions of the nations; we must investigate truth 

at its Divine source and summon all mankind to unity 
in the reality of self." (PUP p_ 81) 

The universal religion of Baha'u'lliih was presented 
to the west as the consummation of the independent 
investigation of truth. When 'Abdu'l-Baha travelled 
through Europe and America~ the western peoples had 
already achieved a large measure of that indepen
dence. For example, the mathematician was no longer 
conditioned by magic and superstition in dealing with 
numbers; the citizen emerged from the feudal asso
ciation of kings and rulers with a divine will; and an 
increasing majority of religionists WeTe unwilling to 
identify the power and authority of God with any man· 
made institution. 

It was at this critical stage, between two irreconcil
able concepts of the nature of society, that 'Abdu'I·Baha 
unveiled the light of universal truth. On the one hand 
the individual surveyed the world into which he had 
been born-the world of ancestry and tradition; on the 
other he perceived a world in the process of creation
a world in which his personal responsibility had vastly 
increased. What the Baha'i Message offered him was a 
final freedom-a spiritual freedom to rise above tra-

dition and accept what was revealed by the new 
source of illumination. 

"The knowledge of the Reality of Divinity is im
possible and unattainable, but the knowledge of the 
Manifestations of God, for the bounties, splendors, and 
the divine attributes are apparent in them. Therefore 
as man attains to the knowledge of the Manifes· 
tabons of God, he will attain to the knowledge of 
God. Blessed are those who receive the light of 
the divine bounties from the enlightened dawning
point! .. (SAQ p_ 257) 

Without knowledge of the will of God and the true 
nature of man, the people born into this age of mental 
and social freedom fall into the abyss of worship of 
material things or worship of the state. 

"Ponder awhile. What is it that prompted, in every 
Dispensation, the peoples of the earth to shun the Man
ifestation of the All Merciful'?' ,. It is the veil of 
idle imaginations whiCh, in the days of the Manifesta
tions of the Unity of God and the Day Springs of His 
everlasting glory, hath intervened, and will continue to 
intervene, between them and the rest of mankind. 
For in those days, He Who is the Eternal Truth man
ifesteth Himself in conformity with that \vhich He 
Himself has purposed, and not according to the des-ire 
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and expectations of men. 
"Consider the Dispensation of Jesus Christ. Behold, 

of all the learned men of that generation, though 
eagerly anticipating the coming of the Promised One, 
have nevertheless denied Him. Both Annas, the most 
learned among the divines of His day, and Caiaphas, 
the high priest, denounced Him and pronounced the 
sentence of His death." (Gl. pp. 82-83) 

Therefore we attain independent investigation of 
truth when we recognize Baha'u'llah as the Manifes
tation, and accept His Teachings. OUf independence is 
fuHilled in that recognition and acceptance. The 
Baha'i who, after accepting the conditions of member
ship in the Baha'i community, consciously or uncon
sciously insists upon his right to make an 'lindependent 
investigation of truth" in matters already covered in 
the Teachings or by the decisions of a local or national 
assembly. has fallen into grievous error. In the Cause 
of God independent investigation of truth is not a 
sanction for self-will, but a recognition of the value 
of obedience to higher will. As the Teachings state, true 
freedom comes from obedience to the Will of God. 

-U.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Questions on Marriage. Guardian's Prayers 
Answered by Hands of Faith in Holy Land 

Replies received from the Hands of the Faith resid
ing in the Holy Land to two questions submitted by 
the U.S. National Spiritual Assembly are quoted here 
for the information and guidance of the American be
lievers. 

The first, dated April 27, 1959, answers the question 
as to whether membership in the Faith can ever be 
restored to believers who have been deprived of their 
voting right because of violating the Baha'i laws regard
ing marriage. It reads: 

5 

';Regarding your question whether an individual de
prived of the voting right because of breach of the 
Baha'i marriage laws can ever apply for restoration 
of voting membership, the general principle applied by 
the beloved Guardian in such cases was that the mis
takes must be rectified, even to the extent of divorce 
and remarriage according to the Baha'i laws." 

This instruction must surely impress upon all the 
believers the supreme importance of obedience to the 
laws governing the marriage of Baha'is. 

The following is quoted from a letter from the Hands 
of the Faith dated July 9, 1959, answering the request 
that is frequently received for translations of prayers 
by Shoghi Effendi which are in the possession of 
Persian Baha'is coming to this country. It states: 

"The beloved Guardian wrote some time ago that 
the Western Baha'is had sufficient prayers in the trans
lations which had been made of Baha'u'llah's and 
'Abdu'l-Baha's prayers, and his own prayers should 
not be translated or published .• , 

-U.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Importance of Sacrifice in World Crusade 
Stressed by Mr. Samandari on India Tour 

Following the Post-Convention Teaching Conference 
held in New Delhi, India, on May 1 to 3, reported in 
July BAHA'i NEWS, Hand of the Cause Tara~u'IIa.h 
Samandari visited several cities in India where he 
gave public talks on the Faith and met with the Baha'i 
friends. An extract has been taken from the Baha'i 
News Bulletin of India concerning his appearance with 
the friends in Bombay: 

"Mr. Samandari in detail explained the great im
portance of the remaining four years of the Crusade. 
He very clearly stated that whatever services we 
Baha'is want to render to the Cause, must be done 

Baha'is gathered at the Temple site near Tunis during the annual convention of Northwest Africa. 



6 

during these years, and this is the time for a com· 
plete sacrifice. He warned friends that a very great 
catastrophe is awaiting humanity. We do not know 
when and in which form it will be, but before it is too 
late for all of us, let us arise and, forgetting every
thing, sacrifice whatever we have for the success of 
the Divine Plan. After four years, i.e. in 1963, if we 
would be alive on this earth, God is sure to compen
sate for all Qur sacrifices made in His Path. But, God 
forbid, if we would not serve the Cause as we should 
have done, our lives would be miserable even if we 
would be alive after that period, These are the years 
of our test, and everything depends on our sacrifice 
during these critical four years." 

Baha'is from all over the world look to this revered 
Hand of the Cause with love and admiration. Though 
having attained a very advanced age, Tara?:u'llah Sa
mandari has travelled through many continents since 
the inception of the World Crusade, inspiring and ad
monishing the friends, with great vigor and appeal, to 
teach, pioneer, and win their share of victories for the 
Cause of God. He is a precious link with the Heroic 
Age of the Faith and the appearance of the Manifesta
tion, for he was privileged to know Baha'u'llcih and to 
look upon His face. 

Two NSA-Sponsored Conference Series 
Stimulate, Unify American Baha'is 

When the National Spiritual Assembly of the United 
States launched its intensive homefront campaign on 
August 1, 1958, it announced that among the activities 
which the National Assembly itself would lUldertake 
would be carefully-planned conferences from time to 
time, to discuss with as many believers as possible 
the progress of the three underlying objectives of the 
campaign, namely "spiritual reinvigoration, admin
istrative expansion, and material replenishment" of the 
American Baha'i community. 

Accordingly, the first series of such conferences was 
held simultaneously the last weekend of October 1958, 
at which the American Hands of the Cause, members 
of the Auxiliary Boards, and members of the National 
Spiritual Assembly met with some 2,200 believers in 
thirty-eight different cities, to explain the various as· 
peets of the campaign and how each individual could 
relate himseH to it. 

To follow-up the call for lIspiritual reinvigoration," 
the National Assembly has already mailed to every 
believer in the United States four outlines for individ
ual and group study and discussion on the following 
subjects: "What Every Bahati Should Know" (1) about 
the Covenant and (2) about Baha'i Administration, 
and "The Baha'i Way of Living:" (1) Our Inner Life 
and Private Character and (2) the relationship of the 
Baha'i to others, in his own community and in the 
civil community in which he resides. Results are al
ready apparent in the upsurge of teaching activity and 
the reduction in the number of personal and local prob
lems coming before the National Spiritual Assembly. 

Additional outlines are planned to eventually cover 

SEPTEMBER nn 

Baha~is representing the U.S. National Spiritual As
sembly at the United Nations Non-Governmental Or· 
ganization Conference held at UN Headquarters in New 
York City on May 20-21, 1959: Mrs. Mary Burnet, 
Charles Wragg, Mrs. Florence Steinhauer, Mrs. Lee 
B~acku.'elI, and Miss Vio~a Turney. Theme of the con
ference was "Technica~ Assistance in All its Aspects." 
The keynote Of most conference reports on the year's 
work was that conectively we are Our brother's keeper 
in so far as grants of capital, economic instruction, and 
productive encouragement are concerned, a signijica.nt 

chmlge from the old order of selfish exploitation. 

all aspects of teaching activities, including individual 
and collective techniques for attracting and winning 
new souls for the Faith, looking forward to "mass 
conversion." In this connection all national teaching 
and service committees have been requested to gear 
their work directly to the homefront campaign during 
the next several years. 

The second series of National Assembly-sponsored 
conferences took place on June 27 and 28, 1959, in 
twenty-seven localities. Again these were conducted by 
the Hands of the Cause, members of the Auxiliary 
Boards, and members of the National Spiritual As
sembly. In spite of the fact that the dates conflicted 
with other important Baha'i events, such as the open
ing of some of the summer schools, some 1,600 be
lievers were present. 

The theme of these latest conferences was "This 
Crucial Hour," which was also the central theme of 
the message to the 1959 conventions from the Hands 
of the Faith in the Holy Land. Particular emphasis 
was given to' the call of the Hands for a "second 
glorious all-conquering army of pioneers" to open new 
cities, towns, and villages essential for the formation 
of the remaining independent national assemblies in 
Europe and Latin America, and for the raising of 
promising groups on the home front to "firmly ground
ed, well infurmed, actively functioning commlUlities." 

How the individual could best play his part was ser
iously considered in light of the fact that "upon the 
successful conclusion (of the remaining goals of the 
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Nationat Spiritual Assembty oj the Baha'is of Brazil~ 
Peru, Colo.mbia, Ecuador, and Venezue~a for 1959~1960. 

Ten-Year Plan) depends the ultimate triumph or fail
ure Qf the entire Crusade," which Hconstitutes no less 
than the bedrock for future activities for centuries to 
come." 

Underlying all suggestions for the acceleration Df 

teaching work was awareness that "the sands of the 
Crusade are rapidly running Qut and with them each 
one's own great personal opportunity, never to recuT," 
In order that everyQne might find his particular niche 
of service, five areas of individual action were out
lined: (1) to pioneer outside the United States; (2) to 
assist another to go by supporting the deputization 
fund, or by moving to another locality where a po
tential pjoneer is detained lest his leaving will jeop
ardize the maintenance of the assembly status; (3) to 
bring in new believers; (4) to map out and la-unch 
his own personal teaching program in accDrdance with 
the instructions of Shoghi Effendi as set forth in The 
Advent oj Divine Justice (pages 42-44); and (5) 
to strengthen the entire American Baha'i community 
by participating wholeheartedly in the homefrDnt cam~ 
paign of deepening in the fundamentals of the Faith, 
and by teaching. 

There was much consultation also on the challenge 
facing the local spiritual assemblies, and their direct 
responsibility for arousing and aiding each member of 
the community to participate directly in one or more 
aspects of the World Crusade. The great responsibility 
and privilege of every existing Baha'i group in achieve 
ing assembly status no later than Ric;lvan 1961 was also. 
emphasized, and many suggestions were made as to 
how neighboring assemblies and individual believers 
could help. 

The afternoon session of each of the conferences was 
left open for the friends to ask questions about ad· 
ministrative principles about which they needed clar~ 
ification, including assembly and individual responsi. 
bility with respect to the applicatiDn of the obligatory 
laws, and the relationship of individuals to the local 
assembly and to the national assembly. 

The seventeen conference leaders, most of whom' 
conducted two meetings, are unanimous in their feel
ing that these two series of conferences have had a 
great unifying effect upon the American Baha'i com-

.-.. , ... ,_~ ...... h •• _ • __ ",,_ 
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munity: that they have brDught the friends closer to 
the National Spiritual Assembly, and that all have a 
greater understanding of their individual and coUective 
spiritual responsibilities and privileges in bringing the 
World Crusade to. a triumphant cDnclusion. 

This feeling is SUbstantiated by many letters from 
host c~m:nunities and individual believers, expressing 
appreCIation of the inspiration and benefit they derived 
from the conferences and urging the National Spirit
ual Assembly to schedule further meetings of the 
same type in even more centers. ConsideratiDn is be
ing given to at least one more series during the cur. 
rent year, and in the interim to call several in 
scattered areas which could not be included in the 
June series. 

-U.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMM.Y 

Public Schools of Two U. S. Cities 
Give Recognition to Baha'i Holy Days 

The LDcal Spiritual Assembly of Dayton, Ohio, re
ports that the Dayton public school system has in
formed the Assembly that Baha'i children may be ex
cused from classes on the Baha'i Holy Days. This 
permission was granted in September 1958. 

The school authorities of the John B. Day School 
in Princess Anne County, Md., have also given permis
sion for Baha'i children to remain away from schoDI 
on these days. 

Baha'i Cemetery Plot Granted in Brisbane 
The Brisbane, Australia, City Council has granted to 

the Baha'is a plot for a burial ground, the Australian 
Baha'i Bulletin has reported. This plot, which is for 
the exclusive use of the Baha'is, includes an area of 
about one-quarter acre, sufficient for fifty-two graves. 

Delegates and visitors to the Third Annual Convention 
ot-the Baha'is of Brazil, Peru, Cotombia~ EcuadoT, and 
Venezuela held at Lima, Peru, on April 23 to 25, 1959. 
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Some of the Baha'is of Fotabe standing on the site 
wheTe their #a?iTatu'I.-QUQS is being erected. 

Some at the very active Baha'is of Nchemba, a fast
developing Baha'i community, 

Some of the Baha'is of Bakebe at a teaching meeting. 

SEPTEMBER 1959 

Faith of Baha' u'liah Rea(hes 

TEACHING work in the Southern Cameroons, Africa, 
is being intensified this year more than ever be

fore, Enoch Olinga, Hand of the Cause for Mrica, has 
revealed. Many travelling teachers are busily engaged 
in the fields of mass conversion and mass consolida
tion, which entails journeying int? the most remote 
areas of the territory through very dense and unsafe 
forests. 

The following excerpts, taken from a letter from a 
devoted travelling teacher, Sampson Fochak of Mamfe 
District, reveals the rare spirit which seems to ani
mate and gUide these valiant battlers against the dark 
forces of superstition, ignorance, and unbelief: 

. Since the day my family released me to under
take traveling teaching, I have not remained home for 
a single day. The journey with Peter Oben Etchi has 
lasted two weeks, and we were able to open four new 
centers. I intend to open as many new centers as is 
possible within a short space of time. My next mis
sionary journey will last two months, and I shall by 
all means visit places Jike Taiyor, Ekpan, Efumbe, 
Nyenaba, Basalli, Bangang, Nkong, Mambo, and Eben
soka. These villages are very remote, and are separated 

Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is Of Tiko for 
1959-60. 
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Remote Villages of West Africa 

by great distances, indeeed. 

"I am really trying my very best, c.nd with the 
greatest hope and trust in the Faith I love most, to 
open many, many centers, if Baha.'u'lloih Himself will 
grant me the strength.' I shall not, and I do not hope 
to, be tired of this great undertaking of opening new 
centers to this great Faith. However, I want to stress 
that by my mentioning this I do not intend to display 
pride. Baha'u'llah knows this. The truth is, 1 have 
devotedly tendered my mind, my spirit, and my en
tire being for the wide spread of our Faith, and I 
hope and pray that I shaH be enabled to withstand 
every trial, difficulty. and ordeal in His Service. As 
you )mow, we all are praying and working hard for 
the rapid progress of our Faith, so that it may reach 
all the virgin aTeas before the conclusion of the sacred 
Ten-Year Spiritual Plan of our beloved Guardian. For 
this reason I intend to extend my journeys to 

Bangwa ... 

"Every day and every night we are engaged in 
spiritual communion and prayer. Our thoughts and 
prayers are for all those that are now laboring in the 

same field of His Service ... " 

Loca~ Spirituaz' Assemb~y of the Baha'is of Muyuka for 
1959-60. 
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Some of the Baha'is of Batchuakagbe. 

A very successful conference was he~d in Ntembang 
Town, attended by over sixty-five Baha'is, 

These Ossing believers met to deliberate on the means 
of spreading the Faith in their town; since then twenty 

new believers have been enroHed. 
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Carib Indians on Dominica Island 
Receive Baha'i Message lor First Time 

The Baha'i Message was given for the first time 
to the Carib- Indians on the island of Dominica, West 
Indies, on May 7, 1959, by Donald Corbin, pioneer to 
Grenada Island. 

Mr. Corbin's experiences there are related in the 
following excerpts from his report: 

On my way to the Dominican Republic for the Inter. 
national Baha'i School, I asked the stewardess to be 
sure that I knew when we passed by the island of 
Dominica (pronounced Domin·ee~ka in the West Indies). 
Just as we approached the island, she said the pilot 
had invited me to the cockpit so that J could get a 
better view of it as we passed. My whole purpose was 
to say special prayers, so that on my return island· 
hopping trip including Dominica, the doors would open 
enabling me to talk to the Caribs. From the informa· 
tion secured here in Grenada it was not knm,vIl as to 
how I would be able to approach them, much less the 
Chief himself, and I had been given several names 
to work through. 

On my arrival on May 5 in Dominica I seemed to 
be confused as to how to approach this important mat
ter. . . and felt I should go a little easy with the 
Baha'i work, as I was informed that the island was 
98% Catholic and tightly controlled. On the way from 
the airport to the capital city of Roseau we passed 
by the entrance to the Carib Reservation, and I told 
the taxi driver I was particularly intere~ted in the 
Carib Indians. 

He then opened up with a lot of information about 
them, and from this I decided that the best approach 
was to go directly to the Chief himself, unannoWlced. 
I arranged for a taxi and a guide to take us through 
the mountains. The following day, May 6, I was still 
undetermined whether it would be that day or the 
following day, Thursday, May 7. As it worked out, the 
taxi driver was unable to be with me the whole day 
Wednesday, so I told him we would leave early on 
Thursday morning and take all day if necessary. 

On Thursday. May 7, the taxi driver, guide, and my· 
self set out for the reservation. We had to leave the 
car on the highway and walk six miles over, up. and 
down in the Dominican mountains to reach the res
ervation. Enroute we found out that the Chief (known 
as the King by his people) was probably around some· 
where. We walked to a little village on the Atlantic 
side of the island and came to a police station. They 
said that the Chief was there and busy unloading lum· 
ber and cement from a schooner for a new school. 
This was the first time a schooner or boat had ever 
dropped anchor in that particular bay. As I found out 
later, the Carib youths were swimming the lumber 
ashore and the cement was being brought in canoes. 

In a few minutes the Chief came to the police sta
tion, I introduced myself, and told him I would like 
very much to talk with him. He said, "Fine," and 
invited me into the private room in the police station. 
I told him that I would like to see how they live and 
about their food, but also I had something more to 
talk about. He invited me down to the bay to watch 
them unload lumber and cement, then he said we 
could go to his home halfway back up the mountain. 

SEPIEMBER 1959 

The ~oca~ Spiritual Assembly of the Baha~is of NagpuT
J 

Ind'/.a, for 1958~1959~ registered on November 6, 1958. 

When we arrived at his home (a simple, neat little 
house, nice lawn and flower garden) we sat down at 
a table to talk. In the meantime he had informed me 
that he was a converted Roman Catholic. He brought 
up the matter of religion. Just then his wife, who is 
pure Carib, came into the room. I rose and greeted 
her as one would a person of obvious nobility. She 
was perfectly lovely, although barefooted and in a 
cheap cotton dress, with her hair in two long braids. 
The Caribs, by the way, are very Mongolian, with 
yellow skin, high cheek bones, very slanting eyes, and 
long straight hair. 

She came over to the table where we were sitting 
and I brought out the literature and told him about 
the Faith. I said what I had to say very simply and 
very much straight to the point. When I started to 
talk he relaxed and kept repeating "Yes ... yes ... 
yes." The essence of my words was that about 100 
years ago a new light appeared in the world to bring 
peace, love, and true unity to the world; that the 
Baha'i Faith is a world faith with world unity as its 
goal; that the Baha'i Community was already a world 
community functioning in every part of the globe. 

The matter was not referred to again, but I did sign 
his guest book and quoted "Blessed is the spot" by 
Baha 'u'llah, so that there would be an official record 
of the visit. 

He showed me his scepter and mantJe of authority, 
and gave me a color picture of himself. The thought 
that went through my mind when talking to him was 
what wouW he do with this Message? He said, "You 
know, sometimes the priest doesn't get here and I hold 
the meetings, and often 100 come to listen to me." So 
I felt that the Message would be passed on to some of 
his people. 

This is the only Carib Reservation in existence and 
there are about 900 on it, 100 of whom are pure Carib, 
the others mixed. The Chief himself is mixed. I have 
promised to return and take him fishing and talk to 
the school children on various subjects. I also promised 
his wife that Doris would make her a nice dress and 
send it to her. 

The Caribs receive no support from the Government 
as it is an autonomous state and the Chief rules with 
a Council, which is elected. The Caribs live mostly on 
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their own food products, and their main source of in
come is their banana crop. When the banana boat is 
in all the people, men, women, and children, carry 
the banana stocks on their heads up and down these 
same motultain roads which we took. He asked me 
to send him a West Indian cook book. 

The island itself is the most primitive of the West 
Indies, and is really under-developed. An air strip is 
now under way, so in a few years, as it develops its 
tourist trade, it win become an important island. It 
is, by the way, the only island that remains green 
the year around, having 366 rivers, one for each day, 
and the mountains are true rain forests, very lush_ 
The main hotel, for example, contains only nine rooms, 
and the Government is anxious to develop the moun
tainous areas, selling land at ten and five shillings 
per acre. Although the official language is English, the 
street language is that of ·Patois. 

Back in Roseau I met my friend, the newspaper 
reporter (contacted on Wednesday); I presented him 
with Baha'i literature and we had a nice little talk. 
He has asked that I send him more books to read 
and admitted that he was really open to the Message. 

It was a thrilling experience and the seeds planted 
with this ethnic group must surely grow. 

Dr, Grossmann Speaks on Faith 
In Many Towns of Finland, Sweden 

During the month of May Hand of the Cause Dr. 
Adelbert Miihlschlegel visited many places in Finland 
and Sweden on behalf of the Faith, talking to inter
ested people individually, and speaking at public meet
ings. The following information has been taken from 
a report in the German Baha'i-Nachrichten: 

On May 11 Dr. Mlihlschlegel met with several peo
ple in Hyvinkaa, a goal city of Finland where some 
teaching work has been done by the friends in Lahti. 
A meeting arranged in Tampere, an industrial city of 
Finland, publicized with advance newspaper articles, 

" ......... --., ... ,-~- ,-- ... -
11 

drew sixty people on May 17. 
Another sixty people attended the meeting held in 

Lahti, and two reports were published in the news
papers. Dr. Miihlschlegel also spoke to thirty-five 
twelve-year-old children on the following day. 

While in the Lahti-Tampere area, the revered Hand 
of the Cause met with a number of individuals, in
cluding an Esperantist who was happy to meet a Ger
man Esperantist; and the granddaughter of Dr. Forel, 
who had received a Tablet from 'Abdu'l-Baha. 

On Sunday, May 24, a number of friends drove ten 
kilometers from Tampere to visit a man who lived 
with his wife and three sons in a very humble, tiny 
house with almost no furniture but very neatly kept, 
and who was earnestly studying Gleanings and using 
the prayers of Baha'u'llah daily in his desire to grasp 
the full significance of the teachings. 

Driving north from Tampere, other points of con
tact were Laihia and Guiu in Finland. From there the 
party went to Haparanda and the university town of 
Uppsala, a goal city, in Sweden, arriving at the 
I:Ia+iratu'l-Quds in Stockholm on May 31. 

Study Approach to Five Types of People 
at Second Annual Alaska Summer School 

The Second Armual Alaska Summer School was held 
in Juneau July 4 to 10, 1959, with forty-seven registered 
for the class sessions. They came from Fairbanks, 
Tanana Valley, Matanuska Valley, Anchorage, Spenard, 
Seward, Ketchikan, Petersburg, Sitka, Ramof Island, 
Juneau, and Douglas. Canada was represented with 
Baha'is from Whitehorse, Yukon Territory. Teachers 
and visitors added New York City; West Hartford, 
Conn.; Chicago, Ill.; Tacoma and the Seattle, Wash., 
areas to the localities rep resented. 

The school committee, composed of Thomas Haisler, 
chairman; Marian Johnson, secretary-treasurer and 
registrar; Donald Anderson, Herbert Johnson, Glenn 
Moul, and Robert Moul, arranged to have a display 

Baha'is gathered at Green Acre Baha.'i Institute, Eliot, Maine~ on July 5, 1959~ follOwing a ta~k on "The Divine 
Institutions of the BahaJi Faith." by Hand of the Cause WilHam Sears. 
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sign on the top of the bus which met Baha'is at the 
ferry port and the airport that read: "Baha'i Sum
mer School." A desk was placed in the airport waiting 
room, announcing information and registration for the 
school. It was seen by hundreds of people arriving 
Saturday from all over the United States for the state
hood ceremonies, and Baha'i literature was also avail
able there for those who requested it. 

School sessions, which began Monday morning, in
cluded the following courses:· Robert E. Maul, chair
man of the Alaska National Assembly, gave a com
prehensive account of "The Ten-Year Crusade and 
Alaska's SixaYear Plan," which provided excellent 
background material for new believers as well as a 
review for older believers. He traced the dramatic 
spread of the Faith since 'Abdu'l-Baha revealed the 
Tablet3 of the Divine Plan in 1916 and 1917. An excellent 
account of the history and development of the Institu
tion of the Hands of the Cause was also given by 
Mr. Moul. 

Mrs. Mildred Mottahedeh of New York City, mem
ber of the Auxiliary Board appointed by the American 
Hands, conducted a course in "Deepening the Spiritual 
Life," basing her material on Baha~i Wor~d Faith, 
GLeanings from the Writings of Baha'u~Hah~ and Prayers 
and Meditations. Subjects discussed were "God's Re
lation to Man" and "Man's Relation to God." It was 
recommended by Mrs. Mottahedeh that the believers 
learn one of Baha'u'Jlah's Hidden Words each week and 
meditate on it all week. The last class period was 
devoted to a study of prayer. 

Mrs. Betty Araujo from Yakima, Wash., led a well
planned workshop on "Teaching Techniques." The stu
dent body was divided into five groups, with each group 
assigned a type of individual whom whey would try 
to interest in the Faith. The groups themselves decided 
if they would function as a fireside, teaching committee, 
or appoint one person to present the ideas of the group. 
Subjects assigned were: the materialist, the humanist, 
the religionist, the mystic, and the practical man. Mrs. 
Araujo mentioned some of the qualities Baha'is must 
have to teach-humility, logic, wisdom, purity of heart, 
faith in the power of the Cause, and honesty with our
selves in a sincere desire to teach the Faith and not 
display our own ego. She urged a thorough study by 
each Baha'i of The Advent of Divine Justice by Shoghi 
Effendi, particularly the section on Teaching Require
ments, pages 37-48. 

Mrs. Helen Wilks, who has taught many sessions at 
Geyserville School, and who is the Supervisor of Teen
agers with King County Juvenile Court in Seattle, gave 
a most instructive course on HThe Philosophy of Baha'i 
Education," as a basis for teaching children and youth. 
She emphasized that Baha'utllah has told us teaching 
and learning are obligatory, and not of our choice. 
The object of our classes should be to teach the child 
to search, to think, and to choose. We can derive com
fort in knowing that the Baha'i teachings are like a 
compass-they point the way. Teachers and parents 
should set a goal and the tools will be found. Handi
crafts, music, dramatics, art, and stories have a place 
in arousing a desire to learn. 

Mrs. Wilks pointed out the importance of preventing 
unhappiness and disobedience in children, and reminded 
that on the question of discipline children will respect 
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and obey if parents and teachers reflect the Baha'I 
teachings in their lives. 

Ellsworth Blackwell of Chicago, member of the Na
tional Assembly of the United States, gave an instruc
tive course on the book Chri3t and Bahcl'u'Hah, written 
by the late George Townshend, Hand of the Cause. 
He stated that if people will accept the reality of 
Jesus they can accept the reality of Baha'u'llah. Using 
the Kiuib-i-tqan as the source of reference, the class 
was asked to look up the meaning of passages and 
terms from the Bible. In closing, Mr. Blackwell said 
that one Baha'i can change a whole country by taking 
the Baha'i teachings to it; but we should remember 
that we aren't doing it-we are only a channel for the 
Spirit. 

Other Events 
A public meeting was held one evening on the topic, 

"The Fine Art of Being Human," with Mildred Mota 
tahedeh as speaker. Slides of Alaska were presented 
by Evelyn Huffman, secretary of the National Assem
bly of Alaska. Added to these events were periods of 
recreation, sightseeing to Mendenhall Glacier and other 
points of interest, and the happy fellowship that is so 
much a part of summer school activity. 

Baha'i Philosophy of Education Explained 
by U. S, Child Education Committee 

In 1956 the D. S. National Baha'i Child Education 
Committee sponsored a Teaching Seminar designed to 
acquaint Baha'i teachers with more effective methods 
of teaching. Members of the committee, and teachers 
of the Sunday school classes at the Baha'i House of 
Worship in Wilmette attended this seminar. 

Professional teachers with public school experience 
were the discussion leaders. The challenge was made 
by a non-Baha'i teacher that we were indoctrinating 
in the most reactionary way. 

Carl Scheffler, at a later evaluation meeting, pointed 
out that the principle of the independent investigation 
of truth is the cornerstone of all education, according 
to 'Abdu'l-Baha. As references to this, two pas~ 
sages from Baha'i World Faith were cited: page 238, 
"The first" teaching of Bah:i'u'llah is the investigation 
of reality"; and page 240, "God has endowed man 
with intelligence and reason, whereby he is required 
to determine the verity of questions and propositions." 

Out of the ensuing consultation the idea of a new 
approach for our new teaching began to develop. 

The goal of the Baha'i teacher is to discover· ways 
to prove the unity of all existence; to teach the pur
pose of man's existence, which he understands through 
the authority of the Baha'i Writings to be to know 
and to worship God; and to show how man may 
attain this. 

Our example of how to teach is 'Abdu'l-Baha, Who 
always taught of spiritual reality through physical 
evidence. 

It is apparent that this philosophy of education can
not be offered in the form of a document. It is not 
a stereotyped plan, or a collection of material, but 
rather an attitude expressing the teacher's understand
ing of the principle of the independent investigation 
of truth-divine unity. 
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Our Heritage 0/ Baha'i Literature 

WHEN Baha'is today survey the published literature 
of their Faith, they find themselves confronted 

with a treasure house of books and pamphlets in the 
English language. Nearly two hundred items are cur
rently available to them! These range from the Crea
tive Word itself revealed by Baha'u'llah, to innumerable 
books and pamphlets that introduce and explain the 
teachings from many viewpoints to meet varying needs. 
This sizeable list of published and available works is 
not equaled in any other language in the wOTld-not 
even in the tongue of the Revelator and Founder of 
the Faith. 

Certainly any student, approaching the literature of 
this new world Faith for the first time, mu.st be 
astounded at the extensive library of materials that are 
available for study and research. There are other re
ligious bodies in America, with a considerably larger 
following, who do not have as comprehensive a catalog 
of literature. Compare this with the early days of the 
Faith. nearly sixty years ago, when the believers in 
America exchanged a few copies of typewritten 
prayers and tablets, using whatever available trans
lating facilities they had at the time! 

This was the situation in the early 1900ts when the 
Faith was being introduced into the United States. 
Gradually, a few printed leaflets were added. A Board 
of Counsel was formed in New York around 1904 and 
a Baha'i Publishing Society was organized in Chicago 
prior to 1908, but as yet there was no centralized 
authority for approving, producing, and distributing 
the literature. In these first years individual Bahatis 
sometimes published pamphlets or books in an effort 
to make the Cause known. Then came the journeys 
to visit 'Abdu'l-Baha and the published accounts of these 
events. Each of these efforts represented a stage of 
growth and development in the literature of the Faith. 

The Guardian Brings New Phase in Publishing 
In the early 1920's the publishing work in America 

took a big evolutionary step forward. With the coming 
of the administrative order under Shoghi Effendi's 

guidance, the National Spiritual Assembly established 
the Baha'i Publishing Committee so that Baha'i liter
ature could henceforth be efficiently and economically 
produced and distributed, and the authenticity of all 
literature be maintained. Functioning originally in New 
York City, the Publishing Committee was later trans
ferred to the national administrative headquarters in 
Wilmette at the Guardian's request. 

Shoghi Effendi wrote in 1923: "Vital ,issues, affecting 
the interests of the Cause . such as the matter of 
translation and publication ... must be under the full 
jurisdiction of the National Assembly." (Baha'i Ad
ministratiDn~ 40) He cites an example of the Master, 
Who, after having corrected a translation Himself in 
His own handwriting, nevertheless submitted it to a 
Spiritual Assembly for approvaL 'Abdu'l-Baha said, 
"This is so that things may be arranged in an orderly 
manner. for should it not be so anyone may translate 
a certain Tablet and print and circulate it on his own 
account." (Baha'i Administration, 23) 

Shoghi Eifendi, pointing to this instance, further 
emphasizes this as a "clear indication of the Master's 
express desire that nothing whatever should be given 
to the public by an individual among the friends" that 
had not been submitted and approved. "Not only with 
regard to pUblication," he writes, "but all matters 
without any exception whatsoever ... " 

At this time the National Assembly also appointed 
a Reviewing Committee to assist in maintaining ac
curacy in works scheduled for publication. 

It is therefore clear that the National Spiritual As
sembly is fundamentally responsible for all materials 
produced and distributed throughout the national com
munity, and that in the case of literature the Baha'i 
Publishing Trust, which came into being at the direc
tion of Shoghi Effendi, is the central agency. More
over, each local assembly or group, school or national 
committee, has a responsibility to keep iniormed and 
to use its facilities only for such items as have been 
approved and to follow this basic procedure delineated 
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by the Guardian over thirty-six years ago and in effect 
ever since. Baha'i publications are announced in BAHAJf 
NEWS, listed in the Literature Catalog, or announced 
by direct mail to the communities, either by the Trust 
or occasionally by the National Assembly. Thus every 
believer can and should be fully informed. 

The above procedure does not inhibit or thwart any 
individual from purchasing independently such book~s 
as he wishes from commercial bookstores and agencies, 
including books that contain material on the Baha'i 
Faith, but he does not impose these materials, or his 
personal ones, upon the Baha!i community. 

Neither does it prevent a Baha'i from publishing 
books or articles with non-Baha'i publishers, provided 
any Baha'i material in them has the Reviewing Com~ 
mittee approval to assure an accurate presentation of 
the Faith. 

Shoghi Effendi's Translations and Approval. 
The English translations of the Baha'i writings made 

by Shoghi Effendi are an invaluable gift to the Baha'i 
world. These have also become the basis for transla~ 
tions into many other languages. Gfeanings, The Kitab~ 
i.iqan

J 
EpisHe to the Son Df the WoIf, Prayers and Medi~ 

tations, The Dawn~Break:eTs, these and other works, 
indelibly rendered in English by the Guardian's own 
hand, were among the first fruits of his Guardianship_ 
Then came his own writings: The World Order of Baha~ 
'u'Hah, The Ad-vent Of Divine Justice, The Promised 
Day is Come, and his matchless God Passes By_ All of 
these were sent to the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the U.S. for their initial publication through its Pub~ 
lishing Committee, and were produced in their entirety 
as specified by him. Sometimes even details of format, 
arrangements of photographs and other aspects of de~ 
sign (as in The Da_wn~Breakers) received the attention 
of Shoghi Effendi in his desire to make the editions do 
justice to their content. Thus the American believers 
were accorded a special privilege and responsibility in 
the initial publication of these volumes. 

Many works, previously accepted as authentic, were 
examined and found by Shoghi Effendi not to be entire
ly accurate and were later discontinued. One ex~ 
ample of this is 'AbduJl~Baha on Divine Philosophy, 
which the Guardian stated did not represent an accu· 
rate account of the Master's wOI'ds. On some ""/arks he 
requested and approved a new translation, as in the 
case of The Secret of Divine Civilization, which re· 
placed the earlier Mysterious Forc~s of Civilization. 
Many prayers had found their way into early compila
tions, which he found not to be the authentic ,',.'dtings 
of Baha'u'Wih 01" 'Abdu~l~Baha and were eliminated 
entirely from future printings; others '.vere gradually 
retranslated. 

One thing lS certain-the Guardian did not halt in 
this painstaking work until the believers had iu their 
hands an accurate and authentic rendition of the Reve~ 
lation of Baha'u'llah, and until the Baha'i teachings 
were authentically presented and abundantly aV<.1ilable 
to them. Thus came into the English language a ::;tore-~ 
house of the sacred literature of the Baha'i Faith, far 
exceeding in scope and volume the scripture of any pre~ 
vious religious dispensation. 

Because of the Guardian's directives, his years of ef
fort spent upon the literature, and the initial responsi
bility given to them for producing these ,,-'orks, the Na
tional Assembly of the U.S, has a special obhgation. 
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Bl1.hci'i exhibit at the Reno, Nev_, Ecumenical Religions 
Art Exhibition on May 27-28, 1959. 

not only in trying to maintain these standards in all ma~ 
terials issued by the Publishing Trust, but in all mate~ 
rials approved for distribution through its channels re~ 
gardless of where they were originally published. 
There is also a recognized need for careful reviewing 
of materials, based upon these principles, to be car~ 
ried on universally in the Baha'i world in regard to pub
lishing. 

Wide Ass.ortment of Teaching Uterature 
BuiJding upon this fOWldation of authentic sacred and 

basic texts, there has come into existence a catalog of 
nearly one hundred and fifty additional titles-books 
pamphlets, study outlines, a~d teaching aids-assisting 
the believers in assimi,lating the teachings and convey~ 
ing them to others. Surveying these items, we find that 
many different committees and individual Baha'is have 
contributed their talents to the preparation of these 
various titles. They represent careful consultation and 
consideration of all suggestions that come from 10cal 
assemblies, national committees~ and state and na~ 
t:onal conventions where the believers have expressed 
their wishes concerning materials most urgently 
needed, and in relation to fWlds available t.o produce 
them. 

They are continually being revised or replaced to 
keep a currently effective list. However, in spite of all 
this, it is not possible to please every individual taste 
01" demand. To do ~o wouJd be to unduly extend the lit~ 
erature which the Guardian himself warned against. It 
could also jeopardize the .seJf~sustaining operations of 
the Baha'j Publishing Trust. which \vas established in 
195.; a::; a Wurld Cnu;ade goal. 

Somdimes a manuscript 101· a pamphlet or book that 
is wdl pref)ared must be rejeded OJ' jnd~finiteh' 
tabled for the above l'eason~, or because it does n(;1 
represent any urgent need in the literature. Consid. 
er.i.ng Lhe pre..,cnt~day scope uf our literature. undoubt
edly what every believC"L' need~ nw:;.t tu do is to become 
more thoruughly acquainted with it and to become 
keenly 'H;"'ure of all (If the- npportunltif':;; available for 
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Ninth annual Baha/i program at the Cathedra~ of the 
Pines, Rindge, N.H., on July 11, 1959, featured Mrs. 
Ruth SUva, vocalist; Dr. FiTUZ Kazemzadeh, speaker; 

and Mrs. Juliette Mead, chairman. 

putting it into effective use in teaching endeav
ors. Looking back to the early believers who intro
duced and established the Faith in America with their 
few typewritten tablets -and meager, printed leaflets, 
we can get some vision of the spiritual harvest that 
could be ours tod ay ! 

The World Crusade, now past the hallway mark, 
moves toward its closing years with its responsibili
ties and privileges for leading others to the Creative 
Word. Our literature is much more than a l'teaching 
aid." It is the Creative Word itself, as well as a guide
book to that Word. This treasure house is open to each 
one of us to prep?re ourselves to teach, and to offer the 
guidebook to others. 

(This article was prepared by the Managing Director 
of the Ba-hci'i Pu.blishing Tru.st of the United States at 
the request ot the U.S. National Spiritual Assembly.) 

-EUNICE BRAUN 

Baha'i Display Included in Reno, Nev" 
Ecumeni(al Reli!lions Art Exhibition 

The Baha'is of Sparks and Reno. Nev., were invited 
to participate as displayers in the Ecumenical Reli~ 
gions Art Exhibition sponsored in May by the Women's 
Association of St. Johnts Presbyterian Church of Reno, 
which had the support of the church's official ses~ 
5ion. 

The concept of such an exhibition was inspired by 
United Presbyterian's emphasis on ecumenical pro
grams and world missions under the leadership of the 
World Council of Churches. 

The call of Pope John XXIII for an Ecumenical 
Congress was an added inspiration for the show of 
art of all religions. the newpaper pUblicity stated. 

During the show on Wednesday I May 27, from 12:30 
to 9:00 p.m., and Thursday, May 28, from 12:30 to 
6:00 p.m., an estimated 1500 persons visited the var~ 

·.,._-................ -"'-

15 

ious displays. What proportion of this number viewed 
th~ Baha'i. display was undetermined, but undoubtedly 
thIS occaSIOn afforded an outstanding opportunity for 
the presentation of the Faith to religious-minded peo~ 
pIe of this area. 

The Baha'i and Jewish exhibits shared a 14· x 22' 
room .. SL John's general chairman requestf>~ this 
groupmg "because the Baha'is get along with every
one," she said. The Baha'i display consisted of two 
4 x 8 panels, one chart 5 feet high, a large portrait 
of 'Abdu'I~Baha, and a table with Baha'i books Temple 
model, and ringstone. ' 

. Three world ~eligions were represented among the 
dls~la~ers:. JeWIsh, Christian, and Baha'i. Among the 
Chnstlan dlsplayers were Catholic, Latter Day Saints. 
Baptist, and Adventist. 

The Baha'i Message was given to leaders and officials 
in charge of the other exhibits when they visited the 
Baha'i display. The Catholic priest and brother were 
particularly warm in their response. 

"The Oneness of Mankind" Bah.fi Theme 
at Annual Cathedral of Pines Servi(e 

Annually, on the second Sunday in July, tlie Area 
Teaching Committee of the New England States spon
sors a public meeting at the beautiful Cathedral of 
the Pines at Rindge, N.H. This is an outdoor shrine 
erected by Douglas Sloane as a memorial to his son 
who died in action during World War II, It is dedicated 
to the worship of God by people of all religions and 
races, and on its altar are the symbols of all the 
major religions. The nine-pointed star representing the 
Baha 'j Faith is the last to be added. 

Services are held in the cathedral by all religions; 
the one on July 11, 1959, was the ninth annual Baha'i 
p~~gram .. Located ?n top of a mountain with a mag
mllCent VIew of neIghboring mountains, and equipped 
with a fine public address system, the Cathedral of 

Birthday of Bah.f u' lIah 
November 12 

A Special Event 'or ProC/oimlng 
fhe Balta'; Fa;t" to tlte PDbllc 

Sponsored by the U.S. National Spiritual A .. embly 

Theme: 
4 The Promised One of All Religions 

Suggested Publicity Materials: I 
Press release from Baha'i Press Servke * 
The Mission of Bahci'u'Ucih from Baha'i Publish· I 

ing Trust ~";' 

Reports: 
Newspaper clippings from U ,S. communities are 

to be sent immediately to Baha'i Press Service. 
Written· reports and photographs for pUblication 

in BAHA'i NEWS are to be sent as soon as possible 
to the Bahlt'j Ne,,,,·s Editorial Committee. 
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the Pines is indeed a place wherein God's Word is 
literally proclaimed from the mountain top. 

The people who attend the services come from far 
and wide, not only to see the cathedral itself, but to 
listen to the services. This year nearly 500 attended 
the Baha'i service, and afterward approximately 1,500 
pieces of literature were distributed. 

The speaker this year was Dr. Firuz Kazemzadeh. 
a member of the faculty of the Yale University his
tory department. His subject was "The Oneness of 
Mankind." Mrs. Juliette Meade, secretary of the North 
New England States Area Teaching Committee, acted 
as chairman and read from the Baha'i Sacred Writ
ings, including the Master's prayer for all nations. Mrs, 
Ruth Silva was the soprano soloist, and the organist 
was Mrs. Marian Craig, a non-Baha'i. 

The printed programs given to each person attend
ing the service carried a quotation from the Writings 
of Bahfl'u'llah, 

Baha'i Publishing Trust 
Know Your Baha'i Literature. By Eunice Braun. This 
study course on Baha'i literature has five sections, as 
follows: (1) Classification of Baha'i Literature, with a 
portion on authentic texts and translations, a listing 
of many obsolete and unauthentic titles, and reasons 
why they are so classified; (2) Purpose and Use of 
Baha'i Literature, with an analysis of teaching and 
deepening literature; (3) Literature Service in the Lo
cal Community, with suggestions for stimulating wider 
knowledge and use of the literature by every Baha'i, 
and also covering the basic principles that apply to 
distributing literature; (4) The Baha'i Publishing Trust, 
its aims, functions, and needs as an institution of the 
Faith; (5) WorkshOp Supplement, with questions and 
projects to stimulate knowledge and action in every in
dividual's relationship to Baha'i literature. 40 pages, 
8¥.. x 11. 

Attractive, photo-illustrated cover, printed black and 
red on white. 
(Postpaid and subject to regular community discount) 
Per copy .... . ....................... $.75 

Double-Purpose Mailing Card Now Available 

Mailing Cards. These double mailing cards serve many 
needs. Mailed as postcards, there is a return post
card attached with spaces for the recipient to check 
whatever services he desires, as follows: (1) to receive 
(or continue to receive) literature; (2) to be informed 
of public events; (3) to receive an invitation to Baha'i 
firesides. (This return postcard should be addressed 
to the local Baha'i address and stamped, for conven
ience of the person receiving it.) 
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In addition to the above, the back of the postcard 
that carries the name and address of contact has an 
interesting quotation from Great The,mes of Lite, and 
leaves space enough to fiJJ in an invitation to a Baha'i 
meeting, announcement of a radio broadcast, or any 
message the community wishes to convey. The double 
cards are perforated, and can easily be detached and 
used as twa single cards, if preferred. These are ex
cellent for encouraging new contacts and clearing out 
old mailing lists. They can also be handed out at 
public meetings in the same way the previous edition 
was used. Postcard size, printed on canary yellow. 

Caution: Remember to rubber stamp (or write) the 
Baha'i community name and address on the back of 
the "service request" card; and also to stamp, for 
convenience of the recipient, your return address in 
spaces indicated on address side when mailing out, 
thus having all cards returned from the postoffice that 
cannot be delivered due to cha-nges of address. (Post. 
paid and subject to regular community discount). 

25 copies .................................... s .75 
100 copies .................................... $ 2.50 
500 copies .................................... $10.00 

Minimum Mail Order, $1.00 
Baha'i Publishing Trust, 110 Linden Ave., Wilmette, Ill. 

Calendar of Events 
FEASTS 

September 8 - 'Izzal (Might) 
Septem ber 27 - M aiWiy y a 1 (Will) 

BAHA'I PROCLAMATION DAY 
September 20-Theme: America's Spiritual Destiny 

U.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY MEETINGS 
September 4, 5, 6, 7 
October 9, 10. 11 

WeekdaY' 

Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

10:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. (Entire building) 
7:00 P.M. 109;00 P.M. (Auditorium only) 

Sundays and Holidays 
10:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. (Entire building) 
5:00 P.M. to 9 P.M. (Auditorium only) 

Service of Worship 
Sundays 

3:30 to 4:10 P.M. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published by the National Spiritual Assembly 01 the B::rha'is 01 the United States as a news organ reporting 
current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
Reports, plans, news items. and photographs of general interest are requested fr.om. nation~l co~nmittees and local assemblies 
of the United States as well as from national assemblies of other lands. MaterIal IS due In WIlmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Committee. The Committee fur 1959-60: International News Editor, 
Mrs. Eunice Braun; National NeWS Editor, Miss Charlotte M. Linfoot; Managing Editor, Richard C. Thomas. 

Editorial Office: 111} Linden Avenue. Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A, 
Change of addresg should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
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Homefront Goal Requires Fifty New Local Assemblies This Year; 
NSA Lists Preferred Cities for Concentrated Teaching Activity 

The homefront goal for the United States in the 
World Crusade is 300 "firmly grounded, well informed, 
actively functioning communities" by 1963. This re· 
quires the American Baha'is to bring into being fifty 
additional local spiritual assemblies in April 1960 and 
fifty more in April 1961. in addition to holding all those 
now in existence. 

Such an achievement will leave but two brief years 
(1961-1963) in which to consolidate these new commu
nities and to concentrate on the large task of bringing 
the Faith to the masses. Your National Spiritual As
sembly is convinced that this can be done if every 
believer will arise at once and make teaching the 
Cause "the head corner-stone" of his Baha'i life. 

Order is the keynote of the Cause of God; thus we 
must approach this tremendous task in an orderly man
ner. The National Spiritual Assembly, after careful 
study and consultation with the American National 
Teaching Committee, has compiled the accompanying 
list of "preferred goals" on which intensive teaching 
assistance will be concentrated this year, with the aim 
of raising them to assembly status by next Ri9vim. 

These particular groups have been chosen because, 
for the most part, they have a membership of five or 
more adult believers, are functioning in a unified man
ner. and have effective, sustained local teaching activi
ties in progress. 

The services of Auxiliary Board members, circuit 
teaching, extension teaching on the part of nearby lo
cal assemblies, and settlers will augment the efforts 
being made by the groups themselves. Also, the area 
teaching committees will lend all possible assistance 
to the larger groups that are already very near as
sembly status and to the smaller ones that may qualify 
for inclusion in the "preferred list" next year. 

Here then is our specific goal-our great challenge in 
homefront teaching this year: to raise at least fifty 
groups to assembly status by Ri<;lvim 1960, whether on 
the "preferred list" or not! Which fifty wiU they be? 
This will be determined by the groups themselves, by 
the degree of their own unified, intensive teaching ef
forts, and their response to the services offered them 
by the American National Teaching Committee, their 
area committees, and neighboring local spiritual as
semblies. 

They cannot depend wholly upon settlers because of 
the priority needs for pioneers in Latin America and 

Europe. Furthermore 175 of the existing Baha'i com
mWlities have fewer than fifteen members, the mini
mum required to safeguard their own assembly status. 
The main sources of pioneers and settlers for all pur
poses are the few large communities and the isolated 
Baha'is. The National Spiritual Assembly appeals to 
the believers in both of these categories to arise now 
and setUe in a goal city. 

In connection with moving, the National Spiritual As
sembly pleads with the friends not to leave a preferred 
goal or small Baha 'j community without first consulting 
the National Assembly or the American National Teach .. 
ing Committee. Even if a move becomes necessary 
for business or health reasons, please make the facts 
known before leaving, and if there is any freedom 
of choice as to location, please do give first considera
tion to the goal cities. 

The National Spiritual Assembly has made the Amer
ican National Teaching Committee responsible for the 
movement of settlers on the homefront; therefore all 
oIfers, as well as requests for settlers, are to be ad
dressed to that committee in care of its secretary, 
Mrs, Velma Sherrill, 411 N, 7th Street, Suite 1311, St. 
Louis 1, Mo. 

In January the National Spiritual Assembly will re
view the progress that has been made in all groups. 
How many will be "promising assemblies" by that 
time? It is possible that, based upon their own unified 
teaching eilorts, others will be added to the "preferred" 
list to receive intensive assistance during the balance 
of the Baha'i year. 

Dear friends, this may seem a formidable task in 
light of the slow progress we have made in the past, 
but never before have we had the opportunity to mo
bilize so many forces and so much assistance for OUr 
own homefront objectives. Let us not dwell upon our 
past weaknesses and frailty, but rather recall the words 
of the Bah to the Letters of the Living: " ... Fix your 
gaze upon the invincible power of your Lord, your 
God, the Almighty ... Arise in His name. put your 
trust wholly in Him, and be assured of ultimate vic
tory.'~ Let us remember, too, the words of the beloved 
Guardian:_ " ... we are in this day the chosen instru
ments of God's grace, ... our mission is most urgent 
and vital to the fate of humanity, and fortified by 
these sentiments, arise to achieve God's holy purpose 
for mankind." Finally, let us take heart from these 
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loving passages from Shoghi Effendi's letter written 
to the American believers on July 19, 1956 ("Inesti· 
mabIe Prizes within our Reach"): 

"The history of a century-old Faith eloquently leaves 
witnesses to ... unnumbered successes won, in both 
the Apostolic and Formative Ages of the Baha'i Dis
pensation, in circumstances even more challenging than 
those which the American Baha'i Community now finds 
itself. 

"So magnificent a victory .. , at such a time, in 
a country so vitally affecting the immediate destinies 
of mankind, singled out to play so predominant a role 
in the unification and spiritualization of the entire hu
man race ... will, no doubt, exert not only a pro
found influence on the ultimate victories of an entire 
nation and people, but will galvanize, through its re
percussions, the entire Baha'i world." 

"That the American Baha'i Community may, in this 
one remaining field, where so much is at stake, and 
where the needs of the Faith are so acute, cover itself 
with a glory that will outshine the splendor of its past 
exploits . . . is a prayer which I never cease to 
utter in my continual supplications to Baha'u'llab." 

-U.S. NATIONAL SpmlTUAL ASSEMBLY 

Preferred Goals for 1959·1960 
CaUforDia 

Bakersfield 
Burlingame 
Healdsburg Judicial Dis-

trict 
Hermosa Beach 
La Mesa 
Redondo Beach 
San Leandro----Hayward 

Judicial District 
San Rafael 
Saratota 
Ventura 
Whittier Judicial District 

Colorado 
Suburban Colorado Springs 

Connecticut 
Hartford 

F1orida. 
Dunedin 
Sarasota 

Georgia 
Augusta 

Idaho 
Lewiston Orchards 
Pocatello 

lUlnois 
Elmhurst 
Melrose Township 
Park Ridge 
Peoria Heights 
Richwood Township 

Massachusetts 
Cambridge 
Falmouth 
Ipswich 

Michigan 
Highland Park 
Niles 

Mont.ana 
Billings 
Great Falls 
Missoula 

New Hampshire 
Concord 
Hinsdale 
Portsmouth 

New Jersey 
Englewood 
Springfield 

New Mexico 
Roswell 
Santa Fe 

New ¥o-rk 
Buffalo 
Huntington Township 
Niagara Falls 
North Hemstead Township 

North Dakota 
Fargo 

OhJo 
Cleveland Heights 
Toledo 

Rhode IsJand 
Providence 

South Ca.roUna 
North Augusta 

Tennessee 
Chattanooga 

Texas 
Austin 
Odessa 

Utah 
provo 

Vermont. 
Burlington 

Virginia 
Verona 

Washington 
Everett 
Monroe 
Snohomish County, First 

Commissioners.' District 
Spokane County, Central 

Commissioners' District 
Wisconsin 

Greenfield 
Manitowoc 
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Anonvmous Communications 
Some individual, apparently a member of the Baha'i 

community, is sending throughout the country an anon
ymous typewritten statement calling for an investigc. 
tion of the fact that no picture of a "Black African 
Local Spiritual Assembly" has appeared in BAHA'i 
NEWS, and inquiring whether Baha'i books are being 
translated to qualify African Negroes for membership 
on local spiritual assemblies, 

This communication is entirely erroneous as to fact, 
and moreover has been issued in direct contravention 
of the directive published in BAHA'i NEWS many years 
ago by the National Assembly to the effect that anon· 
ymous communications are in opposition to the spirit
ual and administrative nature of the Baha'i Faith, and 
therefore are to receive no attention. 

It is not necessary for any local assembly to report 
such communications to the National Assembly, unless 
they can al so report the name and address of the 
sender, The Baha'1 membership status of the sender 
of the present communication will be subject to ques
tion if the National Assembly becomes aware of him 
or her. 

-u.S, NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Hand of Cause William Sears to Speak 
in Ten States During September, October 

Hand of the Cause William B. Sears will carry out 
the following schedule of visits during September and 
October: 

Spokane, Wash. 
Seattle, Wash ... 
Portland, Ore. 
Reno, Nev ... 
San Francisco, Calif. 
Fresno, Calif. 
Bakersfield, Calif. 
Lo s Angeles, Calif. 
Phoenix, Ariz, ... . 
Las Vegas, Nev .. . 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
Denver, Colo. 
Albuquerque, N. Mex. 
Dallas, Texas 
Jackson, Miss. 

. ..... Sept. 15 

. .. Sept. 19-20 

. .... Sept. 22 

. ..... Sept.24 
Sept. 26·27 

. .Sept. 29 
. .... Oct. 1 

.Oct. 3-4 
. ....... Oct. 5 

.. ............. Ocl. 7 
............... Oct. 10-11 

. ... Od.13 
.. .. . .. ... .. . ........ Oct. 15 

... Oct. 17·18 
....... Oct. 19 

Where only one date is given Mr. Sears will speak 
to the Baha'is only. Where his visit extends over the 
weekend, a public meeting for Baha'is and contacts 
is to be scheduled for the Saturday evening. The 
friends in the area surrounding these localities are 
urged to attend these meetings, which are arranged 
at the specific request of the Hands of the Faith in 
the Holy Land. 

-u.s, NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

Distribute "Baha'i Directory" Part II 
With this issue of BAHA'f NEWS each American Baha'i 

will receive Part II of the annual Baha'i Directory. We 
regret that it is so late, but there was unusual delay 
this year in receiving the acceptances from individuals 
appointed to the committees and the reports of the 
election of committee officers. 



U.S. SUPPLEMENT 

The friends are urged to make use of this directory 
for information about the services available to them 
from the various committees. The last page lists the 
committees that distribute teaching materials. All re
quests for these materials should be mailed directly 
to the committees and not to the National Spiritual 
Assembly. Also, please watch BAHA'i NEWS for an
nouncements of new materials that these committees 
have to offer from time to time. 

-U.S. NATIONAL SPnuTUAL ASSEMBLY 

Many Baha'is Respond to Plea for Pioneers; 
More Volunteers, Contributions Needed 

The u.s. National Spiritual Assembly and the inter· 
continental teaching committees are very grateful for 
the number of believers who have already responded 
to the appeal of the Hands of the Faith in the Holy 
Land for Baha'i pioneers and settlers "to reinforce 
and bring to assembly status those groups which are 
. . . the most promising nuclei for new assemblies 
... as prerequisites for the election of their national 
spiritual assemblies." A more complete report on the 
number of volunteers, and the areas in which they have 
settled, will be published in the next issue of BAHA'i 
NEWS. 

In the meantime every possible effort is being made 
to get approved pioneers to their posts with minimum 
delay. 

There is still an urgent need for more volunteers, 
especially for Latin America and the homefront. A 
number of believers have been assigned posts, but can
not leave until they have been replaced in their com
munities, which might revert to group status without 
replacements. 

A gratifying number of contributions, large and 
small, has been received for the joint deputization fund, 
but much more is needed to prevent the possibility 
of having to hold back pioneers because of lack 
of funds. 

Your National Spiritual Assembly will endeavor to 
keep you informed frequently on the progress of the 
pioneer work. 

-u.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

New UN-Baha'i Teaching Program Kit 
To Be Distributed by U. S. UN Committee 

A neW type of United Nations-Baha'i study and 
teaching program will be distributed to all U.S. local 
spiritual assemblies and some groups early in Septem
ber by the U.S. Baha'i United Nations Committee. 

It is a kit of six separate sessions on aspects of the 
United Nations, with parallel Baha'i teachings on each 
of the subjects. Appropriate UN literature will be in· 
eluded in the kit for further study, discussion, and 
reference. 

This material can be used (1) as a series 
of six fireside programs; (2) as a panel discussion, 
with each panelist taking one of the subjects and the 
moderator using the parallel introductions; or (3) as 
a public lecture, by gleaning the highlights from each 
of the six sessions and the introduction. It can also 

l 

be adapted in many other ways to suit local condi
tions. 

The lessons of this kit are printed on standard 
loose·leaf sheets for insertion in a binder for perma
nent use. As the committee compiles additional sessions 
on other aspects of the UN and parallel Baha'i teach
ings, these may be added to the binder. 

This UN-Baha'i kit contains ample material for use 
in the observance of United Nations Day on October 
24, and Human Rights Dayan December 10. 

When the kit is received, the committee suggests 
that a thorough study be made at once, in order to 
determine how it may be used, particularly in con
nection with these two important special events for 
proclaiming the Baha'] Faith to the public. 

National Youth Committee Announces 
Theme for Year's Youth Program 

The National Baha'i Youth Committee has announced 
that the theme for the youth program for this year 
is uYouth, the Vitalizing Agent in the New World Or
der. " 

The first National Baha'i Youth Conference will be 
held in twelve areas of the United States on October 
25·26, 1959. Topic for these meetings will be "The Func· 
tion of Youth in the World Crusade." 

Conference cities will be chosen by the area youth 
committees. The National Baha'i Youth Committee will 
send an agenda and program suggestions to these area 
youth committees in the near future. 

New Radio Script Ready for Distribution 
The Radio Service Committee announces publication 

of a new script entitled "God's Plan For A United 
World." This is a Baha'i program in the form of a 
panel presentation, with three readers. Because of its 
fundamental beauty, power, and effectiveness, it could 
be used for many purposes such as a public meeting, 
a radio or a television program. It could also serve 
as a pattern for programs on other subjects, and for 
other needs and situations. The cost is 35 cents a 
single copy, or three for $1.00. A minimum of three 
copies would be needed for presenting the panel. Or· 
der from Mrs. Charlotte Keelrey, secty.; 2416 Waunona 
Way; Madison 5, Wis. 

Press Service Requests Publicity Clippings 
Would you like to save the Baha'i Fund $6OO.00? 

You can, by sending in one copy of every clipping of 
publicity and advertising as they appear in your local 
papers to the Baha'i Press Service, 434 Thomas Ave., 
Rochester 17, N.Y. Otherwise this committee will be 
obliged to subscribe for the services of a commercial 
clipping house at this price. 

If you are not on the Baha'i Press Service mailing 
list, and wish the promotion material for observing the 
special events, please write them immediately. Why 
not take this opportunity to appoint a press representa
tive to receive their service regularly? 

.~ ... ~-
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WORLD CRUSADE BUDGET 

Seventh Year: 1959-1960 

Annual Budget ...... $400,000.00 
1I1I.lIlIIlInllllllllllllllllllllllHlIlIlIlIlIlIlIllIIlIlIlIlIlIlIlIlIIlIllIIlIIlI~lIlIlIlIlIlIlIllIlIlIInullllllllllIIIIIIIIIIIIWIIIIIIIIIII 

Total Requirements: May 1 to July 31 
1111111011111111111111111l1li111 

Total Contributions: May 1 to July 31 
IIIIIIIIIII.IIIIII.UIIIIII 

Requirements lor July .... 

99,999.00 

83,400.00 

33,333.0,) 
1IIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIUtllllllllillUlllllllllllllllllllllllllllliliOllllllllililllllllii111I11I1'11I1I111!11111111 '11111111111111111111111111,111111 

Contributions for July 31,300.0J 
1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111' 111111111111111111111111111111111111111' 11111111111111111 i 111111111111111111 d 111111111 1111111111 

-u.s. NATIONAL SPIRlTU/U. ASSEMI!-LY 

Eureka, Calif., Crusade Goat Publicizes 
Faith With Newspapers, Radio. Television 

Eureka, Calif., a small city 300 miles north of San 
Francisco, on Humboldt Bay and the Pacific Ocean, 
has been a goal city since the beginning of the Ten
Year Crusade, but even today has only one resident 
believer. However, there are a few Baha'is living near· 
by who assist to whatever extent is possible in pub-
licizing and promoting the Faith in Eureka, 

A recent report from the lone believer there, Mrs. 
Jane S. Gardner, states that the first Eureka resident 
to accept the Faith on March 30 moved on June 1 to 
Nevada, but the same day a believer who had been 
attending college in Arcata moved in. 

Among the accomplishments within three months 
were the following: a series of articles on comparative 
religions published in the newspaper in the neighbor~ 
ing town of Arcata; favorable contacts with radio, 
press, and television; maintenance of fifteen literature 
racks in such places as libraries, hotel lobbies, dental 
reception rooms, and self-service laundries; Sunday 
evening firesides. children's classes on Sunday morn
ing, and a television program by Hushidor Motlagh, 
the Persian Baha'i student attending the college at 
Arcata, The latter included views of Haifa and the 
Baha'i House of Worship, with an explanation of these 

.-.. " ..... _ ............ --
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pictures, followed by an interview by the person in 
charge of the station. 

On the occasion of a visit to Eureka by the Glenn 
Lissner family, returned pioneers from Africa, an ex
cellent impromptu radio program was arranged, fol
lowed by a fireside the same evening. Twenty persons 
attended this fireside, fifteen of whom were non
Baha'is; of these, three were Negroes. 

An outstanding item of newspaper publicity was an 
article on the observance of the Martyrdom of the 
Bab in Haifa. 

Race Amitv Dav Picnic Proclaims Faith 
For First Time in Edmonds, Wash. 

The members of the Baha'i groups of Lynnwood and 
Edmonds, Wash., with the co-operation of the area 
teaching committee and believers in nearby com
munitIes, observed Race Amity Day with a pIcnic In 

the city park in Edmonds, attended by nearly 150 
persons, including a number of contacts and children. 
It was a very happy day, and the fun which every 
one had and the large sign identifying the picnic group 
as Baha'is aroused a great deal of curiosity and inter· 
est. This was the first undertaking by these Baha'i 
groups to bring the Faith to the attention of the pub. 
lic. 

Marriages 
Los Angeles, Calif.: Miss Alice Gallego to Mr. Robert W. 

Staudigel on June 28. 1959 
Balboa, Canal Zone: Miss Aida Rendina to Mr. William T. 

Spell on May 3, 1959 

In Memoriam 
Mrs. Marie Brown 
Fort Snelling, Minnesota 

No date 

Mr. Walter Gates 
Denver, Colorado 

July 12, 1959 

Mr. Fred Geisler 
Chicago, Illinois 

June 25, 1959 

Mr. Martin C. Larson 
Kirkland, Wash, 

July 2, 1959 

Mrs. Evelyn Siefert 
Peoria, Dlill()is 

June 26. 1959 

Mrs. Sarah Wiener 
Ontario, Calif. 

.July 11, 1959 

Mrs. Velma Linloot 
Oakland, Calif. 

August 5, 1959 

BAHA'I DIRECTORY CHANGES 

ASSEMBLY SECRETARIES 
Arizona 

Phoenix: Mrs. Nancy Phillips, 736 Encanto Dr., S.E. 
Northern Illinois 

Oak Park: Mrs. Virginia Conner, 189 N, Marion St. 
Michigan 

Detroit: Miss Helen Gaines, 4059 Scotten, Z. 10 
Western New York 

Jamestown: Mrs. Sarah Vullo, 85 Lister st. 
Ohio 

Dayton: Mrs. Fannie L. Powell, 322 Lookout Ave., Z. 17 

Virginia 
Arlington: Mrs. Ruth Ford, 4707 N. Carlyn Spring Rd. 

ADDRESS CHANGES & CORRECTIONS 
Massachusetts 

Boston: MrS. Mary Lou Moore, 4 E. Brookline St., Z. 18 

Oregon 
Salem: Mrs. Katherine Chambliss, 1095 Church St., N.E. 

Texas 
Galveston: Mrs. Patricia Conger, 708 Broadway 
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THE BAB, whose name was Siyyid 'Ali-Muham
mad, was born in the city of Sbiraz, on the 

first day of Muharram. in the year 1235 A. H. (Octo
ber 20, 1819). He belonged to a house which was re
nowned for its nobility and which traced its origin 
to Mul).ammed Himself. The date of His birth con
firmed the truth of the prophecy traditionally attrib
uted to the Imam 'Ali: "I am two years YOlIDgcr 
than my Lord.l' Twenty-five years, four months, and 
four days had elapsed since the day of His birth, 
when He declared His mission. In His early child
hood He lost His father, Siyyid MUhammad-Rida, a 
man who was known throughout the province of 
Fars for his piety and virtue, and was held in high 
esteem and honor. Both His father and His mother 
were descendants of the Prophet, both were loved 
and respected by the people. He was reared by Hi. 
maternal uncle, Haji Mirza Siyyid 'Ali, a martyr 
to the Faith, who placed Him, while stlU a child, 
under the care of a tutor named Sllaykh 'Abid. The 
Bab, though not inclined to study, submitted to His 
uncle's will and directions. 

Sbay\W 'Abid, known by his pupils as S!:taykhuna, 
was a man of piety and learning. He had been a dis
ciple of both ~ay\W Ahmad and Siyyid Ka~im. "One 
day," he related. ; 'I asked the Bab to recite the open
ing words of the Qu.r'an: ;Bismi'llahi'r-Ra.t).mani'r 
Rahim.' He hesitated, pleading that unless He were 
told what these words signified. He would in no wise 
attempt to pronounce them. I pretended not .to know 
their meaning. 'I know what these words signify,' ob
served my pupil; 'by your leave, I will explain them.' 
He spoke with such knowledge and fluency that I was 
struck. with amazement. He expounded the meaning 
of 'Allah,' of 'Ral)man,' and 'RaJ:1im,' in terms such 
as I had neither read nor hea rd. The sweetness of 
His utterance still lingers in my memory. I felt im· 
pelled to take Him back to His uncle and to deliver 
into his hands the Trust he had committed to my 
care, I determined to tell him how unworthy I felt 
to teach so remarkable a child, I found His uncle 
alone in his office, 41 have brought Him back to you,' 
I said, 'and commit Him to your vigilant protec
tion. He is not to be treated as a mere child. for in 
Him I can already discern evidence of that myste
rious power which the Revelation of the ~a:Q.ibu·z
Zaman alone can reveal. It is incumbE-nt upon you 

Oelobel' 20, 1819 
to surround Him with your most loving care. Keep 
Him in your house. for He, verily, stands in no need 
of teachers such as 1.' I;Iaji Mirza Siyyid 'Ali sternly 
rebuked the Bab. 'Have you forgotten my instructions?' 
he said. 'Have I not already admonished You to follow 
the exampJe of Your fellow-pupils, to observe silence, 
and to listen attentively to every word spoken by 
Your teacher?' Having obtained His promise to abide 
faithfully by his instructions, he bade the Bab return 
to His school. The soul of that child could not, 
however. be restrained by the stern admonitions of 
His uncle. No discipline could repress the flow of His 
intuitive knowledge, Day after day He continued to 
manifest such remarkable evidences of superhuman 
wisdom as I am powerless to recount." At last His 
uncle was induced to take Him away from the school 
of ~bayhl:t Abid. and to associate Him with himself 
in his OVln profession. There, too, He revealed signs of 
a power and greatness that few could approach and 
none could rival. 

The days which the Bab devoted to· commercial 
pursuits were mostly spent in BU@IDr. The oppres
sive heat of the summer did not deter Him from 
devoting, each Friday, several hours to continuous 
worship upon the roof of His house. Though exposed 
to the fierce rays of the noontide Sull, He, turning 
His heart to His Beloved, continued to "Commune with 
Him, unmindful of the intensity of the heat and 
oblivious of the world around Him. From early dawn 
till sunrise, and from midday till late in the after
noon, He dedicated His time to meditation and pious 
worship. Turning His gaze towards the north, in the 
direction of Tihran. He, at every break of day, greeted 
with a heart overflowing with love and joy, the 
rising SWl, which to Him was a sign and symbol of 
that Day-Star of Truth that was soon to dawn upon 
the world. As a lover who beholds the face of his 
beloved t He gazed upon· the Tlsmg orb with 
~teadfastness and longing. He seemed to be ad
dressing, in mystic language, that shining luminary. 
and to be entrusting it with His message of yearning 
and love to His concealed Beloved. With such trans
ports of delight He greeted its beaming rays, that the 
heedless and ignorant around Him thought Him to be 
enamoured with the sun itself. 

-The Dau,-n-Breakers, page 72-76, 77-79 
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The Aust-Tat~an Bah a ' i 
House of WOTsht.p near 
Sy dncy as it looked on 
J1111l 18, 1959, 

Construction of fOTm W(lTk 
for walls from the ga !lery 
Toof to the ~eve~ oj the base 
of the dome, 

Oppo"ite: The gallery 1'00/. 

showing one of the nonug()-< 
nal-~haped bases Jor small 
domes above ntches be
tween door'i.L'ays,and shott. .... 
ing reinforced i l'on fOT po
sition of corn-ice. Right: de
taUs of cornice and ag
g'regate. 

Oppo.o;;ite: Entrances to the 
Tempte. shou.'ing newly
placed cornice at the top 
of the waH, and some of 
the form work lor the wa!l 
from the gaUeTY Toof to 
the dome. 
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German Baha'is Meet Ruhlyyih Khanum 
On Her Visit to Frankfurt Stuttgart 

In June the National Secretary in Frankfurt receIved 
the jnfoTmation that 'Amatu'l-Baha Rul).iyyih "K.hanum 
would visit Germany in July. Details of the visit were 
discussed with Rul).iyyih ~lJimum by the German repre
sentatives during the conference of the European Hands 
in Copenhagen, and her arrival in Germany was set 
for July 11. In addition to the consulation with the 
National Spiritual Assembly. she wished to visit 
the Frankfurt and Stuttgart communities. Meanwhile 
the news of the visit of Rul)iyyih ~himum spread like 
wildfire and many friends expressed the wish to see 
her. After the two Local Spiritual Assemblies of 
Frankfurt and Stuttgart had discussed the program 
for the visit, a notice was sent to every believer in 
the jurisdiction of the National Spiritual Assembly. as 
well as to the secretaries of the European sister 
assemblies. At 1)o0n on July 10 a group of the friends 
gathered at the -Frankfurt-Rhein/Main airport to greet 
RUJ:>iyyih Khanum_ 

Saturday morning, July 11, RUQiyyih !Qlanum came 
to the meeting with the National Spiritual Assembly 
in the Haziratu'l-Quds to discuss tasks of the Ten
Year PI~n~ The consultation lasted until late after
noon. 

It had been arranged that RUQiyyih J::o;bimum was to 
be the first to enter the large hall in the Zoo building 
in which the evening meeting was to be held, because 
she wished to greet all the friends who had come 
from near and far. She stood at the entrance of the 
hall and exchanged greetings, sometimes in German 
with her old German friends of former visits, or new 
German friends, or in Persian or in English. At long, 
decorated tables the friends took their places for the 
dinner. After a brief but warm greeting on behalf of 
the Local Spiritual Assembly of Frankfurt, Rul;tiyyih 
Khanum arose to address all the friends. She spoke in 
English, which was translated into German and then 
into Persian. 

Rii.1).iyyih Khanum began to speak of the Covenant, 
the great Covenant which God made with His people 
through His Prophets and of the lesser Covenant which 
Bah.i'u'llah made with His followers which is destined 
to usher in the time when "the earth will be the 
footstool of God" and for which our present service 
and our Ten·Year Plan are paving the way. She recalled 
the terrible blow which the Baha'i world received 
through the unexpected passing of our beloved Guar
dian, truly the worst blow that could have been struck, 
which, as she said, many would probably never re
cover from. And yet, she continued? we have many 
reasons to be thankful because the unity of the 
Baha'i world remains secure. So firmly did our Guar
dian lay the foundation of this world community, be
cause he, in truth, after the passing of the Master, 
was the master builder. The Ten-Year Plan, she said 
with great warmth, is the heritage left to us by the 
beloved Guardian, and to serve this plan means to 
grasp the unrecurring last opportunity to fulfill a task 
which he laid upon all of us, which was so dear to 
his heart and whose realization through the friends 
constituted the joy of the last years of his Iife_ This 
Plan is the responsibility of every single Baha'i whose 
faith, whose willingness to sacrifice and whose deeds 
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Ru~iyyih K/Janu.m speaking to Miss Edith Horn~ "the 
mother of Frankfurt/J at FrankJuTt./Main on Jtd-y 11, 

1959_ 

will bring about its realization which the .institution~ 
of the Faith can only guide, further, and regulate. 

On Sunday Rui:liyyih Khimum came for an hour to 
Stuttgart where about 250 of the south-German friends 
were gathered and were celebrating the Nineteen.Day 
Feast. The visit to the Temple site, a conference on 
the next steps to be taken, as weI] as the drive 
from Frankfurt to Stuttgart on this hot day, were a 
considerable strain on her. Without taking time for 
rest· or recuperation, RUQiyyih Khanum hurried to the 
waiting friends. As in Frankfurt, her address dealt 
with the unfolding and fulfillment of the Ten-Year 
Plan_ 

The most important task of the German commu
nity, the building of the Mother Temple of Europe, 
it was hoped, could soon begin and be prosecuted 
with all speed. For this the financial support of the 
friends was needed. The second great goal, the 
establishment of twelve local spiritual assemblies 
could be accomplished with the aid of forty-four set· 
tlers, truly a small number for such a large and 
strong national community. She also mentioned the 
different categories of friends for whom it would be 
especially easy to become settlers: Persian families, 
Persian students, young German believers, and the 
older ones, those having independent incomes. Natu
rally, the middle-aged should also make efforts to settle; 
where the sacrifice is greater, the reward will be 
richer. However grateful the German friends may 
and should be to their Persian brothers and sisters for 
the help they have given in the teaching work, and 
would give in the future, never would the German 
friends permit that tasks specially given them by 
the Master and by the Guardian would be carried 
out by other friends, but they would remember the 
great expectations entertained for them and attack 
the task energetically and promptly_ 

Her appeal to the German friends to arise in the 
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Ten-Year Plan rang out wIth the cry \-\l1tb WhlCh the 
champions of the Faith tn Shay"kJl-Tabarsi glrcit'd 
themselves for the last :'iacrifice ":\rlnunt your stepd:-:. 
a Heroes of God ~ .. 

In Stuttgart it would not have b(>en po:';sible to greet 
aU the friends in the beginning because it was ex
pected to be necessary to c1ear th£:' hall at 22 o'clock, 
but later it was found possible t\l extend the time 
to 23 o'clock, and a recreation period was arranged 
during which Rul).iyyih J5:J1.imum imusted upon greeting 
the friends. The meeting closed with thanks and 
prayers. 

-BAHA'I-NACHRICHTEN 

Ruhiyyih Khan um Attends June Conference 
in Copenhagen Sponsored by Hands of Cause 

The European Hands of the Cause invited the na
tionaJ assemblies of Europe and the Auxiliary Boards 
to a work·conference in Copenhagen. It was a great 
and happy surprise for all participants to have 
Rul).iyyih Khanum take part. Five Hands of the Cause 
and about twenty·eight friends met for the work-con
ference. The hours of consultation, interrupted only 
bv the meals which the friends took together. and the 
t;avel to and from the meeting place. were hardly 
sufficient for the exchange of experiences, consultation 
and recommendations. It was again made evident how 
very much Europe has grown into a unit. The 
opp~rtunity. through Rul;liyyih '&tulnum, to get into 
close touch with the thoughts of the Hands in Haifa. 
was particularly valuable and the real purpose of 
RUJ:tiyyih Khanum's participation in the conference. 

On Sunday evening many of the Danish friends came 
to the center, since they had there the pleasure and 
privilege to be with Riil)iyyih Khimum and to meet 
the other Hands of the Cause and the friends who 
had come from Belgium, GermanYt Finland, Holland, 
Italy. Norway, Austria, Portugal, Sweden, Switzerland 
and Spitzbergen. Riil:1iyyih lQlanum told stories from 
the life of the Guardian, of his sacrifice, the tasks 
undertaken by him and the unremitting and untiring 
activity with which he followed these things to their 
realization and completion, and she told how happy 
he was at the achievement of every goal of the Ten· 
Year Plan and with how much sadness he struck from 
his hst goals that were relinquished. 

-BAHA'i·NACHRlCHTEN 

EI Salvador Gov't. Assures Baha'is of Freedom 
to Tea(h in Rectifying Expulsion of Pioneer 

The Baha'i Faith has been officially presented to 
the President of the Republic of El Salvador 
bv the National Spiritual Assembly of Centra] Amer· 
i~a. Mexico, and Panama. This unusual event in Lat
in America was made possible through lhe efforts to 
resolve a very difftcult matter in which a devoted 
Baha'i pioneer was deprived of his permlssion to re
main in that country due to false reports and accusa· 
tions reported to its government by enemies of the 
Faith. 

Last April Artemus Lamb. pioneer and member of 
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lhe Natlonal Ass8mbly of this telTitory, was forced to 
leave his post in El Salvador on order of the Salva· 
dnrian Government. Ko l'eason was given at that time 
for the attitude of the authorities. but after much in· 
vestigation and legal activIties it became evident that 
this pioneer \\'as made the target of several serious 
accusations devised by certain vested groups. Partly 
due to legal procedures (:l.nd partly to the prayers 
and efforts of the believers themselves, an investiga· 
tion was eventually made by the Salvadorian Govern
ment which completely exonerated Mr. Lamb and the 
Baha'i community from any doubt as to their conduct, 
honor, and principles. It was then made possible for 
the National Spiritual Assembly of the territory, repa 
resented by its chairman, Esteban Canales, to effect 
an official visit to the executive offices 01 the Salva· 
dorian Government with some very positive results. 

The president of EI Salvador, Colonel Jose Maria 
Lemus, having reviewed this case, authorized the 
Secretary-General, Major Rubio Melado, to discuss it 
thoroughly with the representative of this National 
Assembly and to say in the name of the President 
and the Government of EI Salvador that not only has 
the name of Mr. Lamb and the Baha'i community been 
completely cleared from any doubt as to the accusa
tions, but also that the Baha'is of EI Salvador can 
be assured of complete security and freedom to realize 
their activities as the government and the constitution 
uphold liberty of creed and worship. 

The long interview with the Secretary-General was 
sustained in an atmosphere of great cordiality, and 
Sr. Canales took the opportunity to present a portfolio 
containing a beautifully embossed printing of Baha'u'
llah's Message to the Presidents of the American Re
publics. together with some well-selected literature on 
the Faith_ This was duly presented to the President 
and was received with much respect and gratitude. A 
gift in return was presented to Sr, Canales. 

Several other high officials of the Government show· 
ed their sympathy to the case and to the Baha'is, 
who were alert to see the significance 01 some related 
events of the same day, July 13: At the very hour that 
the Secretary·General was discussing the matter with 
our representative, the President was receiving the of
ficial visit of Mrs_ Golda Meir, Foreign Minister of 
the State of Israel. Also, a devoted Salvadorian be
liever, Srta. Amanda Mena, who had asked for an 
audience a month earlier, received her appointment for 
the very afternoon. In her interview the President 
reiterated that which the Secretary-General had told 
Sr. Canales, and added that he had the highest per
sonal regard for Mr. Lamb and for the Baha'is, 
and that the Baha'1 Teachings are indeed very attrac
tive to him. 

Although there are still matters pending due to the 
vigilant jealousy of certain enemies of the Faith, who 
have unwittingly made possible this unexpected vic· 
tory, the evidence is clear that Baha'u'llah works His 
blessings and victories so often in the mysterious ways 
of difficulties and obstacles. 

Correction 
In BAHA'! NEWS for July, page 2; third paragraph, 

first line should read "The Guardian's successive let· 
ters from January 1922." 
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North American Esperanto League Congress 
Gives Friendly Recognition to Faith 

Miss Roan U. Orloff, who attended the Seventh Con
gress of the Esperanto League for North America as 
the official representative of the Baha'is of the United 
States in St. Louis, Mo., July 9-12, 1959, repOrts that 
she and the three other Baha'is who were present were 
received in a spirit of real friendliness and apprecia
tion by the delegates. This congress was also the lOOth 
anniversary of the birth of Dr. Zamenhof, founder of 
the Esperanto language. 

Evidence of the growing interest in Esperanto as a 
possible universal language was manifested by the im
pressive posters which were officially issued by 
UNESCO, and which provided a colorful background 
for the Esperanto literature on display. A section on 
religion included Baha'i literature, and the Faith was 
mentioned in a very kindly manner by the guest 
speaker at the public meeting, Dr. F aruk S. Abuz
zahab. 

The Baha'i delegates were particularly pleased to 
meet a representative from Washington, D.C., who told 
them of his meeting with' Abdu 'J-Baha when He visited 
that city in 1912. All of the Baha'is in attendance took 
advantage of every opportunity to give the Message 
of Baha'u'llilh and to answer questions about the Faith. 

Baha'is of Three Countries Attend 
First Addis Ababa Summer School 

The first Baha'i summer school in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, was held on May 2 to 8, 1959. On the open
ing day a cable was sent to Hand of the Cause Musa 
Banani announcing this happy event, and asking 
prayers for its success. 

Three days later a cabled reply was received and 
read to the audience; it filled the hearts of all present 
with great joy and happiness: 

"Congratulations memorable achievement school. 
News conveyed Holy Land, following response just re
ceived, quote convey loving greets attendants historic 
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National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha';s of Australia 
lor 1959-1960. Front Row: P. Bird, J. Heggie, and W. J. 
Rodwell. Back Row: P. J. Khan, N. Bluett, Miss T. 
Perks, E. S. G. Bott'es, N. P. L. Walker, and H. C. 

Featherstone. 

opening school, assure prayers shrines success vital 
teaching work. Handsfaith, unquote. Love, Banfmi." 

Six days were devoted to study classes, lectures, 
and film shows in morning, afternoon, and evening 
sessions. One day was allotted to a picnic outside 
the city. arranged by the Baha'i Youth Committee. 
On the afternoon of May 2, coinciding with the Twelfth 
of RiQ.van~ a Feast was arranged. 

The average attendance during the school sessions 
was twenty-five, and included many Baha'is of Addis 
Ababa and their non-Baha'i friends and Baha'i youth 
from the neighboring towns of Nazareth and Jimma. 

Friends and pioneers from other centers who re
sponded to the invitations, and by their presence and 
material and spiritual contributions helped make a suc
cess of this first Baha'i summer school, included Dr. 
Mesbah, Dr. Farhoumand, Dr. and Mrs. Niederriter 
from Asmara, and Dr. M. Samandari from Mogadiscio. 

The first Baha', summer schoo! heW in Addis Ababa, Ethwpta, on May 2 to 8, 1959. The photograph at the right 
shows friends and attendants at a picnic held outside the city. 
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Rama Cay Indians of Nicaragua Warmly Receive Baha'i Message 

ON THE tropical eastern coast of Nicaragua, sit· 
uated at the southern end of a long lagoon, lies 

the refreshing and remote island home of the Rama 
Cay Indians. Nestled amid a myriad of tropical flow
ers and fruit-bearing trees, these people carryon a 
quiet and humble existence in groupings of stick and 
palm frond shelters. The only imposing edifice is the 
frame church house of a centuries-old Protestant 
group that constitutes the sole center of their re
ligious life. 

Much to the advantage of an on-marching world 
religion, these clean souls, through contact with mis
sionaries, speak a simplified English, and are ac
quainted with the basic teachings of the Revelation 
of Jesus Christ. Of further aid, the Protestants have 
always retained a clear distinction between civilized 
people and "whatever Indians are." 

In pursuance of a call on the part of the beloved 
Guardian, "to stimulate the process of the conver
sion of both the Negroes and the American Indians." 
incorporated in the subsidiary Six~Year Plans given 
to the four Latin American interim regional spiritual 
assemblies in 1957, the Nicaraguan National Teaching 
Committee has sponsored a plan during recent months 
to open the Faith to Rama Cay in a series of week
end trips by the resident pioneer in Bluefields, Hooper 
Dunbar. 

After spending the first weekends making friends, 
taking pictures of the many families who had never 
been photographed before, and being a guest in their 
homes and at their tables (the typical food served 
was smoked raw fish, boiled green bananas, rice, and 
fruits), an opportunity came through friendly contact 
with the lay pastor of the church to address the 
Indian congregation at their Sunday service. 

The theme decided upon was "Spiritual Rebirth and 
the Oneness of Religion." Emphasis was also given to 
the fact that thIs day holds a great blessing for the 
original inhabitants of the Americas, based upon the 
statements of ·Abdu'l-Baha. 

At the close of the meeting, all present arose and 
shook hands with their new "brother," in the 
words of the pastor. From this precious event, the 
doors of close association have been opened between 
the Baha'i pioneer and the Rama Cay people, 

What a joy it is to repOTt that some of these stick 
walls are now adorned with pictures of the Baha'i 
House of Worship, that several of these hearts are now 
reciting the prayer-verses of Baha'u'llah, and that the 
Message of God is reaching more of those who, 
through the Divine Teachings, to quote the Master~ 

"will become so enlightened that the whole earth 
will be illumined. " 

-HOOPER DUNBAR 

Rama Cay, Nicaragua! Indians vistted by Hooper Dunbar on his teaching trip. 



The Jaka Chuttpa Baha'i group. 

The new Bahti~i Indian group of Pichata, BustiUos 
Provi-nce, Potosi. Bolivia. 

Four new Indian grotlps togetheT: Chanttiri, Tororani, 
Janko Jaqu.e, and Kea Kea, Bolivia. 

........ _-" ........ ............ -
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Five New Groups 

Founded Among Bolivia 

THIRTY-ONE new Indian belIevers declared them-
selves in the Potosi region of Bolivia dunng the 

month of June. the National Spiritual Assembly of 
Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay, and Uruguay has 
announced. 

Five new groups have been established: in Chal
luiri, Totorani, Janko Jaque, Pkhata, and Jaka Chull
pa: isolated ccntel'S have been founded in Kea Kea, In
euhuyo, and Jakahuma. 

These developments are a further confirmatlOn of 
the comments of Athos Costas, secretary of this Na· 
tional Assembly, following his visit to Bolivia in ApriJ 
(BAHA'i NEWS, August); 

';Those Indians are highly humble, affectionate, and 
spiritual .' detached pioneers are needed, bestow
ing all their Jove and faith, their Baha'i knowledge. 
their human understanding, and their loving considera· 
tion," 

Estamslau Alvarez. chairman of the National Indian 
Teaching Committee, made the teaching trip in April 
with Mr. Costas, and has returned to Departmento 
Potosi for a five·month period He, wjth Andres 
Jachakollo, the native Indlan pioneer, is responsible 

for confirming these new believers. 
A vivid pIcture of the hardships experIenced by Mr. 

Alvarez in his trips through the Bolivian Andes b 
recorded in his report to the National Assenlbly: 

"We had to climb the loftiest Andes. which touched 
the sky. by narrow. perilous paths there ",,"ere 

moment:; when my feet could not take a single step 
forward, with the lack of water and a blazing winter 
~un which burned the skin, but gave no warmth. 

"Only God could give me the physical reSIstance 
',vhich is a privilege of the IndIan. I had -read a. novel 
ealling these- Bolivian Indians the "!"ace of bronze." 
but their strength is as a race of steeL 

"We had to walk for hours, \vading in icy winter 
water to the knees. in serpentine mountam streams. 
That was the only way to reach one place. Jaka 
Chullpa. where no missionary has ever gone. 
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hree Isolated Centers 

.dians Since Last April 

··The ta 11 new believer in Incuhuyo wa;:; a Chnstian 
evangelist for twelve years, and a teacher in the In
dian villages. a Baha'i of promise." 

On July 9 the newly-formed aU-Indian commumty of 
J ankohuyo had an impressive all-day memorial for the 
Bab. Although it was theIr busy harvest penod, work 
was suspended for the day_ 

The entire morning was d~vot('d to re-tclimg the 
story of the Bab's life, and of His martyrdom. Then 
the women of the com munit}' prepared food for all the 
Baha'is, mcluding gue3.1s from other Baha'i groups 
nearby 

In the early evening, overcume with emotion over 
the lo:ss of the Bab, the Indians interpreted their own 
Jamentation~ fur Him on their plaintive-sounding I,.vmd 
instruments, the ;'Jula Jula," kneeling in reverenCe as 
they played for their Lord, the Bab. 

Can there be any greater illustration of the spiritual 
readiness and understanding 01 our Bolivian Indian 
brothers than this: "Detached pioneers are needed. " 

E stamsla_u AlvareZ', mem.ber of the National Indian 
Committee fOT 11rgentina, Boliv1a. Chile. Paragua-u. and 
Uruguay, c~ossing a mountain stream on hi.>; teaching 

tTip [-hTOU.gh Poto.<;-i Prov?nee in BoUdn. 

-...... - "---- ._----

The isolated beUeveTS of Inchuhuyo and Jayuhuma, 
BoUvia. 

First Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha.!is of Jan. 
kohuyo, the second aH-Indtan assembly in Bolipia, 

formed on April 21. 1959. 

Baha'is of Jankohuyo in a dance of lamentat-ion, play
ing the plaintire-sounding iIlS!fU-ment "Ju.Za Jula n 

in remembra1lce of the Jyfany-rdo1'1l of the Bab on 
July 9, 19S9. 
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Inspiring Talks, Review of Crusade Goals 
Featured at Third Annual Nicaragua Congress 

On August 1, 1959, believers from all of Nicaragua 
attended the third annual Teaching Congress at the 
I:£a:firatu'l-Quds in Managua. The purpose and theme 
of this congress was to further deepen the friends 
in the . ·Spiritual Verities of the Baha'j Faith," to 
better fulfill the aspirations and goals of our beloved 
Guardian as manifested in the World Crusade. 

After a few opening words by Chajrman Pable Perez, 
representing the Nicaraguan Teaching Committee, 
Hooper Dunbar gave an inspiring address on "The 
Ocean of Revelation,~' outlining the major works of 
Baht.'u'llah and their contents. 

This \j\.Tas followed by interesting presentations by 
two new Baha'Is, who are members of the National 
Teaching Committee. Orlando ponce spoke on "Spirit
ual Tests" and Charles Miranda gave an uplifting 
address on "The Spiritual Springtime." 

In the evening Donald Ross Witzel spoke on the 
spiritual station of the Institutjon of the Hands of the 
Cause, illustrating his talk with a resume of the lives 
and experiences of Louis Gregory, the first Negro 
Hand of the Cause. and Sjyyid Mustafa Rumi of 
Burma. 

On Sunday morning a sedes of interesting classes 
held the attention of the friends .• Tulio Cesar Hernan
dez spoke on "The Reality of Man." depicting the 
real spiritual value and purpose of humanity as a 
creation of God; Humberto Guevarra spoke dynamic
ally on "The Presence of God," in which he clearly 
cited Baha'u'llah and non-Baha'i authors in their 
similar explanations on how to reach and practice 
this spiritual goal; and Miss Creadell Haley presented 
"The Baha'i Attitude on Politics and Military Service,"' 
a theme so necessary in Latin America today, 

Armando Fonseca closed the congress after review
ing the uncompleted goals of the Ten-Year Plan. After
ward, the committee sponsored a banquet that was 
thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. 
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Bahd'is and friends of Montevideo, Uruguay, at a fire
side neld during the teaching trip of Senorita Yolanda 
Pizarro, a Chilean Baha'i in July 1959 (holding the 
Greatest Name). William Sears, Jr" and Fred Schech-

ter are net,(lly-urrived pioneers from Africa-. 

Any town, Arizona, An Annual Youth Workshop, 
Includes Study of Baha'i Teachings 

Any town. Arizona is a human relations workshop for 
high school youth of diverse religious, social, racial. 
national, and economic backgrounds, held annually in 
the pine woods of northern Arizona. Any town, Arizona 
has been in existence for three years; during the last 
two, severa] Baha'is, by invitation of the Advisory 
Board, have taken an active part. 

This year Alton Thomas, director of the Phoenix Ur
ban League, and Mrs. Nancy Phillips of Phoenix were 
two of the twelve advisors at camp, and Bob Phillips 
\vas one of the counsellors. who are. chosen from the 
graduating classes of Arizona high schools. 

Baha'i pu.bIlc meeting ~leld at Ibung To1.L'1't, Nueva Vizcaya, Philippine 1s~ands, on June 20, 1959. 
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National Teaching Congress held in Mexico City on 
August I a,d 2.1959. with Baha';s from Puebla. Guada

lajara, Monterrey, and Mexico City attending. 

More than ever before, the Baha'i Faith was made 
an integral part of the program, through the listing 
of a representative in the Any town brochure, by ac
tive particjpation in an afternoon question and answer 
period purely on religious subjects, and by a Baha'i 
worshjp ser"ice in the outdoor chapel. This was pat
terned alter those held in the Baha'i House of Worship. 

II 

and was accompanied by an explanation of the Bah.a'j 
tE'achings on worship. 

On these occasions, and throughout each day and 
evening, questions on the Faith came eagerly and spon
taneously from the Anytowners. One hundred of the 
140 present asked for literature, and subsequently twen
ty of the Phoenix group have attended a youth fire
~ide in the Phillips home. 

The Any town program has become tremendously pop
ular with Arizona youth. To the Bahil'i partjcipants it 
seem~ to offer an ideal environment in which to demon
strate and speak of the Faith to receptive young pea-
pI e and adul Is, 

Radio Broadca5ts, Newspaper Publicity 
Promulgate Faith on Kauai Island 

The recent visit of Mrs. Mildred Mottahedeh to the 
Hawaiian Islands opened the way for a further procla
mation I)f the Faith on the outer islands. The forty
five hours she was on the island of Kauai enabled 
the Baha'is to schedule a public meeting and a lire
side. 

Invitations to 255 people representing a wide variety 
of businesses, professions, and cultural interests were 

Baha'is and friends atten-d1ng a picn1c at Auke Bay, near Juneau, Alaska, during the second- A~aska Baha'i sum
mer school. 0'1'1 July 4 to 10, 1959 T'~e $essions were reported in BAHA'i ~EWS jo'r September. 
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sent out.. a reasonable number' ll1 Vle",· of the pI)pulation 
of le~s than 28,000. The Hunolulu neWi'papers and thl-: 
Kauai vleekly paper gct\·c excellent fyubllClty. hoth 
before and :tfter Mrs. MoUahedeh'" visit tG KauaL 

Although attendance at the public meeting on Satur
day evcnmg, July 18. in onE! of tht., publIc schools was 
disappoilltmg. the resulting publiClty was of inestima
ble value. The manager of the local radio station was 
present, and l'ecurded Mrs Motta-hedeh's lecture, 
.. Building a WCI-rld Commom.,'caith " 

The following monling a digest of the talk was given 
on the AlI-l:'iland newscast. and later in the morning 
the talk was broadcast in its entirety. The man· 
ager received so many favorable calls that he de
cided to rebroadcast the recording .~t a lab.>.r and bet
ter time, which he did the fullowing Thurs.day eve
ning. 

The 'Sunday evening fIres-ide '.\'as better attended, 
and wa s followed by a hvely dnd penetrating discus
sion of the Baha'i Falth. 

Navajo Reservation Baha'i Activities 
Indude Wedding, Manv Fellowship Meetings 

The \-'V'eeKend of May 291.11 to ~11 st v,-as con ... idered by 
the Bah<:l'is on the ~~vajo reservatiun in Arizona to 
have been ble.ssed by 1\",,0 events: the first was the 
wedding of Miss Sadye Joe and Vincent Vincente at the 
GaUup Baha'i Indian Center 011 May 29, A m~mbel' 
of the Navajo R~,'icrvation Baha'I Group at Pmon. 
Ariz., the bride l~'; the fir:-it member of this tnbe to be 
enrolled in the Faith. 

Later the same week~nd. Baha'is and frieuds gath. 
£'red at Dodson Reservoir, near Tuba City on the re.<:;~ 
enration, for two days of fellowship, pra)'er, and con· 
sultation. Attending were Baha'is from Pinon, Window 
Rock, Tuba City, Flagstaff, and a number of Navajo 
friends, not Baha'is. The correspondent of the Tuba 
City Baha'i GTOUp wrote, ';As the sun rose Sunday 

Reading to Seminofe I-ndia'n children is newly.deda·red 
be~iever AIrs. Ann H. O,;;c€o~a, uJw has a work-irlg 
L~now!.edge Of their language. AU lit~e in. (j l.'iUa~}e 
several .mil.es -west. oj Miami, Fla. IHrs. OsceoJI(s fws· 
l)(!nd, a p:!,,(lmilleHt Iridian, Ben1es all the Tribal. COUfldl. 

.-.... , .... -~ ............. ---
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EIght members Of the Loca! Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha'is of Victoria, SeycheHes Island, fOT 1958·1959, 
LT1Gorpo-rated in Feb'r-/wry 1959. Front Row: Mrs. B, 
Wabl-, Cart EmiHen, and Miss Munawwar WakH. Back 
Row: M. Moami., Marc King~ Munir Wakil, Marsha.U 

Deky, and A_ Rahman: 

morning so dId OUI'" prayers and the chant of the 
Greatest Name_" 

Monthly meeting for the reservation Baha'is and 
friends for Jillle took place on the 20th and 21st at 
\~hndow Rock, with good attendance, fe~lowship. and 
consultatIOn. The July gathering W(iS held near Flag~ 
staff on the weekend of July 4 and 5, during the time 
of the AH-Indie:tn Pow Vlow, which attracts Indian 
fdmilie!j from many southwestern tribes. This Baha)i 
camping socIal attracted 65 Baha'is and friends from 
all over Arizona, and some from New Mexico and 
California. 

National Youth Committee Conducts Workshops 
for Junior Youth at Davison Baha'i School 

Four worbihop classe.s for junior youth were spon
sored by the National Baha'i Youth Committee on 
July 25-26 at Davison Baha'i Schoo], Davison~ Mich" 
as a part of the Junior Youth Sessions from July 20 
to 3l. 

Two class periods on "God, His Divine Mes-sengp.r~. 
and Man" were conducted by Miss Joanna Thomas 
of Wilmette, Ill. Dan Jordan of Chicago, m., pre-
sented a class on 'Abdu'l-Baha. Both speakers jointly 
cunducted the final class period on "Baha'i AdmInistra
tiun" and "The Functions of the National Baha'i 
Youth Committee.'t 

Organized games and community singing provided 
dctlvity for the twenty-five Junior youth th~t atten~jed 
the \-vorkshop clas;:.;es. 

Alexandria Host to Second Summer School 
The second Baha ~i summer school sponsored by the 

National Assf'mbly of Northeast Africa was held in 
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FiTst Local Spihtua~ Assembly of the Bahci'is of Pe
nang, Malava, .formed on April 21, 1958. Front Row: 
J-frs. Keong Hean Kok, .M"iss Lily Janz. Afrs. Shantha 
Sundram, and. Mrs. lvlyru Ong Hak Li'nL Back Row: 
Ony Kim Seng~ Chew Swee Se1i-g, Dr. C. J. S1tnriram, 

N. Jagatheesan, and Dr. P. K. Rao. 

August at the IJa?iratu'l-Quds in Alexandria, Egypt. 
The class sessions concentl'ated on a study 01" Baha'i 

laws and ordinances; The KiuifJ-i-iqa.n: Baht!'! Aditdn-
1St ration; and courses on teaching the Faith. Special 
talks were scheduled for evenings. with Monday 
night open for guests and a question period. A special 
day was assigned to the chlldren who mcluded a _-..hnrt 
play on the unity of races in their program. 

Know Your Baha'i Literature 
"Great Themes of Life" 

,<":...:~ 
This sma.iJ VCll1Inl: CdL 

be rt'ad qUickl.Y. but n("'i-"f.>]"· 
thele::.,s glV(~:,; a dear ..... ndl· 
rounded \,jC!W of t.he rela
tionship of the Baha 'j He,'· 
datlOIl to nwny of the 
most familiar pa:-;sages 
from the Old Te:stament, 
and particularly the New 
Testament. Each chapter 
is based upon a famihar 
quotation from the Bible. 
beginning with a portIOn 
of Biblical scripture that 
sets the theme for the dis
sertation that follows. 

,. 

;. 

The firs! chapter tells 
the story of the coming of 
the I\.lessenger of God for 
this day as the fulfillment 
(If the words of Jesus, 

"when He, the SpIrit of truth. is come, ." The next 
takes up Old Testament prophecies of the coming of 
the Lurd of Host::;, uI the timp when God will ·'turn to 
the p€ople a pure language, that they mayan call upon 
the name of the Lord, to serve Him with one consent." 
It speaks of the K-;.-'erlastmg Covenant of G~)d and of the 
renewal of that Covenant. 

A chapter on The Oneness of Mankind brings the 

Over ninety Baha'is attended the fourth annua~ Iowa Bahci'i Institute on June 27-28, 19597 at Wes~ey Woods, a 
Methodist camp near Indianola. 
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teaching.') of Jesus on man's relationship to man into its 
fullillment in Baha'u'llah's Revelation, with a chal
lenge for personal decision and action. The World is 
Our Country discusses the problems of church unity 
among various Christian sects, as well as among the 
religions of the world, broadening the reader's view
point on the subject of religious unity. The final chapter 
presents the challenge that Jesus brought in His day as 
being repeated today in the coming of Baha'u'lblh. 

Each cbapter was originally a lecture given in a 
Congregational church in Australia by Eric Bowes, an 
Auxiliary Board teacher, who was invited to give these 
talks by the minister during five Sundays in his ab
sence. "IlLey are simply presented, in such a clear and 
direct manner that the Message of Baha'u'lhih cannot 
fail to penetrate the understanding of the average 
Christian layman. Baha'is have long asked for a book 
of this type. and Great Themes of Life answers that 
need. The introduction by Horace Holley, and two 
photographs of the Shrine of the Bab and of the Temple 
in Wilmette further enhance the book. Baha~is who 
themselves do not have sufficient knowledge of the 
relationship of Biblical teachings and the Baha'i Faith 
can also take a step forward in their understanding by 
reading thiS book. It is clothbound and jacketed. (Avail~ 
able from the Bah. 'j Publishing Trust, at $1.50.) 

BAHA" IN THE NEWS 
"Thp Faiths That Compete for My Loyalty." by 

Dwight E. Stl'v~'t1$on_ is a pamphlet issued by the 
Board of fo:dueation oud Publication .-)f the Americ<:In 
BaptiRt Convenhon, Reviiied EdIt.ion, 1958. Und€!f the 
title "AmerIcan Manifes.tations of lslam'" the author 
gives a very accurate ;:;urnmary uf the Baha'i tcach~ 
figs except that Baha'u·lHlh is de~cribcd as brother 
to the Bab, ~md the fanatical uprisings instigated by 
Moslenl le3der::: a~;]in)';t the Bahis are attributed to 
the fanati_cism aroused bv the Bab and His followers. 

In the quest jon box co~ducted by Wiliam N. Enoch 
in the Lutheran Standard dated April 11, 1959, there 
is a statement prepared undel' the heading "'What is 
the Bah-a'i ReHgion:"" After statmg a few historic 

First Local Spiritual Assemb!y of the Bahli'is of Po
man-a, Calif.~ formed on April 21~ 1959 

,., ,.- - .... ,-< • .,~ ,---

OCTOBER 1959 

First Local Spirituat Assembly of the Bahci~is of Rem
brIng, Central Java, Indonesia J formed on April 21J 1959. 

facts. about the Bab, the author say'S: "But the all· 
important truths concerning man's origin and destinv 
have been reveale-d to us by our Maker in His hol~' 
word. There and there alone (i.e. in the Christia~ 
Gospel) we find the fundamental truths concerning 
man himself," 

A reprint of the Hnn. Lester Holt.lman's rem,.u"k;:,; 
JD the House of Representatives Mond",)", March 2, 
1959. includes extract:,; from \\'e BeUeue in Prayer by 
Lawrence M. Bring:::. A prayel' revealed by Abdu'i
Baba is cited ill full. 

Liaherar, Yo-nth for Augu;';t 16. 1959. cLlrrie~ (In its 
f['unt. covoer an l11ustration of the Baha'i House of Wor~ 
:,hlP, and mside a photograph of a group attend~ 
Ing Blut? Ridge Conference. The Baha'I religion 1" 

Baha'i book exhibit by t.he Kirkland, Wnsh., Baha'is O'Jl 

display for three weeks in Mayas part of widespread 
puolieity for three public meetings to attract n.elt" 
;o;eekers. La.rge posters placed 1n three leading food 
3tore1>' and 100 mailing pieces Of HteratHre we-re a[.sv 
[-Hut oJ (.he ra·mpaign. The books in the ~:rhibit u:erf' 

('fuwged each u..'eeJ-.::. 
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Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha';s of South Bend, 
Ind" for 1959-1960, incorporated on May 26, 1959. 

presented as '·The World's Largest Merger," and 
the Baha'i teachings are described as an intellectual 
creed. "It is not Christian, and never win be, for 
it denies the very essence of the Christian Faith
that a merciful God sent His Son, who purchased 
and redeemed us from sin with His holy and precious 
blood. " 

Beacon Rocket, employee bulletm of Hercule,:,; Pow
der Company, in its July 10, 1959. issue published a 
picture of Dr. John Taylor, described, among other 
connections, as a member of the Baha'i World Faith. 

The Curtis Courier, a commercial bulletin, in Au
gust 1959 devoted its inside front cover to a photo· 
graph of the Baha'i Temple. described as ·'An out
standing subject for tourlsts' snapshots_ ,. 

Chicago Drdly ,Vews~ Thursday, August 6, H1S9. II· 
lustn!ted the Temple gardens: "Gardens surrounding 
the Baha'I House of \VllTShip Wilmette, are nm. ... · 
at the heighL of their annual bloom ,. 

The Fargo Forum and _M()oreheud Pre:;s, July 4, 

------.---~~ .. ---.------.---

UN Human Rights Day 
December 10. 1959 

A Special Event 'or Proc/oiming 
the Boho'; Faith to the Public 

Sponsored by the U.S. National Spiritual Assembly 

Theme: 
Human Rights-Justice For AU 

Suggested PubJirity Materials: 
Press Rt']ease from Baha'i Pre:>::; SeJ"vit'e 
Faith for Freedom. from Bah,l '1 Pubti~hin~ Trust 

Reporb: 
N€w.spapt~r clippings from U.S. communities are 

to be sent immediatelv to Baha'1 Press Sen-'lee. 
Written ft."POlts and· photographs for publication 

in BAJlA'j NEWS are to be sent as ~oon as possible 
to the Baha'i News Editorial Committee. 

" .. ,' __ ., ...... u'~ ,_ .... _ . 

IS 

1959, printed the "Prayer tor America" m conncl'ti(Jo 
with the weekly notice of the Baha'i public meeting. 

A column in Bergen Even';ng Record of Hackensack. 
N.J., entitled "It '''''as Today," on Julv 9 1959 m~ 
eluded a reference to the martyrdom ~f the Bab (In 
July 9, 1850, 

ThE' Gold Coast World, Gulfport, Miss., June l~. 
1959, published on page 2 under the heading "Spil'it. 
ual Guidance" an article on the Supreme Manlfesta. 
!ion by Robert M, Stoakley. 

The Hamburg Sun and Ene County Independent,. 
Thursday, June 25. 1959, reported that on account of 
her many services to the former Thomas. Indian schon} 
and to brotherhood in general, Mrs. Harry E. Pringle 
was adopted by the F'ox Den of the Sak and Fux 
tribe in ceremonies on the Cattaraugus Reservation 
on June 20. 

Peter Khan, a student in Sydney University, con
tributed an article on the Baha'i Faith under the head. 
ing "Other Religious Groups." in a small magazine 
entitled Witness published under date of March 1959 
in Sydney, X. S. W. This article is a brief but very 
attractive and accurate summary of the Baha'I hjs~ 
tory and teachings. 

The Buenos Aires Cla-rion, a leading Argentina 
newspaper, published in the l\farch 29, 195~. Sunday 
~upplement an excellent threE"·quartel' pag€ article o~ 
the Baha 'j Fahh, iHustrated with a picture of the 
Master, the Frankfurt Conference, and drawings of the 
African and Frankfurt Temples. 

The Shreveport .)'!,tn, Sunday, .July 4, 1959. pub· 
lished an article on the series of lectures delIvered 
by E. Musette Christian on a lecture tour through 
several southern states. The 31ticle presents many 
intere ... ting details of her life, including classes con
ducted at the Dav [::ocm Raha'i Schuol since she he· 
came a believel' in 1958. 

An illustrated report of the marriage of Sue Williston 
and KJ1alil Akhtar-Khavari conducted in the Founda
tion Hall of the Baha'i Temple appeared in the Mil· 
waukee Jt_wrnal of June 9, HJ~9. One illustratiun showed 
the bride ar.d groom standing before the two Baha'! 
wito~sses, one of them in the garden outside the Tem
ple, ann the third was a view of the Temph.~ auditor· 
ium with the bride and groom ami Baha'i guests in 

FirST" l~o('a~ Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Alar 
Gajah, Ma_Iaya.. formed nn April. 21, 19S.9. 
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rneditaljO[l and prayer after the maniagf', Thl' rtl'th:lv 
D.i~o outlined th(> teachIngs of the CauS(' 

An Israeli booklet entitled llncatlOn '01. I.~rad cun· 
t~in:'i an aerial view of MQlUlt Carmel ;;.nd the Bd).' 

of Hait a ~ with the Shrine of the Bab prommently ;:.:jlUw-n 

U1 the fD.reground. 
A publication of the Lumberman's and ~tanUrt'.ictur

er';:: Mutual of Wisconsin i6 illustrated \vith views of 
unusua] chapels and churches found throughout the 
United States_ The seriE'S include.;.. the Baha'] Templ~>. 

Baha'i Publishing Trust 
30 Teaching Pamphlets in Handsome Portfolio 

A handsomely-designed portfoho has been prepared 
to contain one copy each of thirty Lndividual pam
phlets. Here is an opportunity not only to get acquaint
ed with the variety of inexpensive teaching materials 
availab1e for use at firesides and in personal teaching, 
but also to display them in ~n attractive manner. 

They can be set up "tent~fas-hion" in a comtnlUl,ity 
center or at a fireside, are easy to carry when travel~ 
ing, and something m which to proudly present literR
ture to others, Some of the pamphlets are old favorites, 
others are new, all arE' clLrrently in use. New pamphlets 
will be added from time to time. The portfoliu can be 
replenished. later with any items of individual choosing. 

The portfolio has an eye-catching but dignified global 
design, with large letters statlng: "Baha'i World Faith 
-Literature Portfolio" on the front. Baha'i principles 
and a quotation in Jarge print are visible when the 
portfoHo is opened, or set up tent·fashion. The back 
has spacE's for filllng in names if presenting it as a 

--- -------_.---------,. 

National Baha'i Addresses 
Please Address Mail Correctly! 

National Baha'i Administrative Headquarters: 
536 Sheridan Road. Wilmette, Ill, 

National Treasurer: 
112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, rn 

Make Cheeks Payab1e to: National Ba,tutti Fund 

Baha'i Publishing Trust~ 
110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, III 

Make Checks Payable to: Bab3.'j Publishing Trust 

Baha'I News: 
EdUoriaJ Office: 110 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Dl. 
SubscriptioD and change of address~ 112 Linden Ave~ 

nue, Wilmette, Ill. 
mux zz:tJX.;W._;::jJik.:::w:~,l".®.:nV:.:M~i 

OCTOBER 1959 

151ft. and (::arr1('s tht' quotatIOn "The g;ft of Cod to thi~ 
enLightent'd age, etc. ," Closed size is '.} x 12, printed 
m !\'I,~U (~olol'::; on culored bf'oav:,,-' cover stock. All sample 
pamph1.et kits {prp\.-iouz,ly ~(.'nt out \vithout any speciaJ 
container) are [lOW' enclosed in the::-if' new portfolios, 
with the prict..'" remalning the same. 

Sample Pamphlet Kit 
(30 titles in new portfolio) ...... $2.50 

Portfolios Available Without Pamphlets 
The literature portfolio de:o>cribed abov~ can be (Jur· 

cha sed separately without any pamphlets contained 
in jt. These are exceHent (or prestige presentation of 
literature. You can choose the pamphJeb and bro
chures most suitable to the pre~entation, fill in the 
"Presented to" and "From" spacE'~ on back, and mail 
it in a bro"\i\-Jl manila envelope, 10 x 13. (When order~ 
ing without any pamphlets encJosed be certain to order 
only as LiteratuT(' Port/o/.lv.) 

5 Literature Portfolios (minimum order) 
25 Literature Portfolios 

.$1.50 

.$6.50 

Baha~j Publishing Trust, 110 Lmden Ave., \Vilmette, Ill. 

Calendar of Events 
FEASTS 

October J&--'Ilm (Knowledge) 
November 4--Qudrat (Power) 

HOLY DAY 
October 20--Birth of the Bab 

UNITED NATIONS DAY 
October 24-Proc1amation Event: L""nited .:q ations for 
a United World 

U.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBlY MEETINGS 
October 9. 10, 11 

Baha'i House of Worship 
Visiting Hours 

WeekdaY' 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Alldltorium only) 

SundaY' and Holiday. 
10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Entire building) 

Service of Worship 
Sundays 

3:30 to .:10 p.m. 

BAHA'i NEWS is published by the National SpirituaJ Assembly of the Baha'js of the United Statt:!s as a news organ reporting 

current activities of the Baha'i World Community. 
R t plans news items and photographs of general interest are requested from national committees and local assemblies 
ot~~~ SUnited 'States as w~ll as from national assemblies 01 other lands. Material Is due in Wilmette on the first day of the 
month preceding the date of issue for which it is intended. 
BAHA'i NEWS is edited by an annually appointed Editorial Commi.ttee. The Co~mittee. for 1~9~60; International Nett·s EdHoT. 
Mrs. Euoice Braun; Nattonal News EditOT, Miss Charlotte M. Lrnfoot; Managtng EdttOT, Richard C. Thomas. 

Editorial Office: 110 Linden Avenue. Wilmette, illinois, U.S,A. 
Change of address should be reported directly to National Baha'i Office, 112 Linden Avenue, Wilmette, Illinois, U.S.A. 
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Shrine of Baha'u'Ucih at Bahji, 
showing the room where the 
Most Sacred Remains rest. 

BAHA'I YEAR 116 

tn 

MonlilBER 1959 

GaTden of Ri(ivan in the Holy 
Land. Bahd 'u'UQ.h used to sit 
where the flower pots are shown. 
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Which, :Jrom :Ame ..!Jmmemoria! . . . " 

LAUDED and glorified art Thou, 0 Lord, my God! 
. How can I make mention of Thee, assured as I 

am that no tongue, however deep its wisdom, can 
befittingly magnify Thy name, nor can the bird of the 
human heart, however great its longing, ever hope to 
ascend into the heaven of Thy majesty and knowledge. 

If I describe thee, 0 my God, as Him Who is the 
All-Perceiving, I find myself compelled to admit that 
They Who are the highest Embodiments of perception 
have been created by virtue of Thy behest. And if 
I extol Thee as Him 'Who is the An-Wise, I, likewise, 
am forced to recognize that the Well Springs of wis
dom have themselves been generated through the oper
ation of Thy Will. And if I proclaim Thee as the 

Beloved Friends: 
Certain passages in Gleanings seem to express the 

essence Of the Revelation of Bahri'u'Udh. In them are 
concentrated truths which penetrate the dry husk ot 
rituat and tradition and disclose the very purpose of 
man's creati.on. 

The reading and rereading of these passages by the 
individual Baha'i tend to create the Unew mind and 
the new heartn distinguishing behevers from the 
wortdly. To love them and to turn to them in sofitary 
devotion at frequent intervals can be regarded as a 
supreme privilege during these years of the World 
Crusade. This suggestion does not represent a new 
and different type of community study but rather a 
means of fulfillment offered the seeking soul. 

Therefore the U.S. National Assembly is happy to 
reprint these passages in a convenient form so that 
each believer can determine for himself the degree 
01 spiritual longing not fuljiHed in community stu.dy, 
consultation or action. In submitting the fonowing 
excerpts the Assembly has no thought of requesting 
reports to any administrative body. May the believer's 
own increasing sense of joy and understanding mark 
his progress on the path to God. 

-U.S. NATIONAL SPIRITUAL AsSEMBLY 

Incomparable One, I soon discover that they Who 
are the inmost essence of oneness have been sent 
down by Thee and are but the evidences of Thine 
handiwork. And if I acclaim Thee as the Knower of 
all things, I must confess that they Who are the 
Quintessence of knowledge are but the creation and 
instruments of Thy Purpose. 

Exalted, immeasurably exalted, art Thou above the 
strivings of mortal man to unravel Thy mystery, to 
describe Thy glory, or even to hint at the nature of 
Thine Essence. For whatever such strivings may 
accompHsh, they never can hope to transcend the 
limitations imposed upon Thy creatures, inasmuch as 
these efforts are actuated by Thy decree, and are 
begotten of Thine invention. The loftiest sentiments 
which the holiest of saints can express in praise of 
Thee, and the deepest wisdom which the most learned 
of men can utter in their attempts to comprehend 
Thy nature, all revolve around that Center Which is 
wholly subjected to Thy sovereignty, Which adoreth 
Thy Beauty, and is propelled through the movement 
of Thy Pen. 

Nay, forbid it, 0 my God, that I should have uttered 
such words as must of necessity imply the existence 
of any direct relationship between the Pen of Thy 
Revelation and the essence of all created things. Far, 
far are They Who are related to Thee above the 
conception of such relationship! All comparisons and 
likenesses fail to do justice to the Tree of Thy Revela
tion, and every way is barred to the comprehension 
of the Manifestation of Thy Self and the Day Spring 
of Thy Beauty. 

Far, far from Thy glory be what mortal man can 
affirm of Thee, or attribute unto Thee. or the praise 
with which he can glorify Thee! Whatever duty Thou 
hast prescribed unto Thy servants of extolling to the 
utmost Thy majesty and glory is but a token of Thy 
grace unto them, that they may be enabled to ascend 
unto the station conferred upon their own inmost being, 
the station of the knowledge of their own selves. 

No one else besides Thee hath, at any time, been 
able to fathom Thy mystery, or befittingly to extol 
Thy greatness. Unsearchable and high above the praise 
of men wilt Thou remain for ever. There is none 
other God but Thee, the Inaccessible, the Omnipotent, 
the Omniscient, the Holy of Holies. (1) 



BAHA'I NEWS 

THE REVELATION which, from time immemorial, 
hath been acclaimed as the Purpose and Promise 

of all the Prophets of God, and the most cherished 
Desire of His Messengers, hath now, by virtue of the 
pervasive Wi]J of the Almighty and at His irresistible 
bidding, been revealed unto men. The advent of such 
a Revelation hath been heralded in all the sacred 
Scriptures. Behold how, notwithstanding such an 
announcement, mankind hath strayed from its path 
and shut itself from its glory. 

Say: 0 ye lovers of the One true God t Strive, 
that ye may truly recognize and know Him, and observe 
befittingly His precepts. This is a Revelation, under 
which, if a man shed for its sake one drop of blood, 
myriads of oceans will be his recompense. Take heed, 
o friends, that ye forfeit not so inestimable a benefit, 
or disregard its transcendent station. Consider the 
multitude of lives that have been, and are still being, 
sacrificed in a world deluded by a mere phantom which 
the vain imaginations of its peoples have conceived. 
Render thanks unto God, inasmuch as ye have attained 
unto your heart's Desire, and been united to Him Who 
is the Promise of all nations. Guard yet with the aid 
of the one true God-exalted be His glory-the integrity 
of the station which ye have attained, and cleave to 
that which shall promote His Cause. He verily, 
enjoineth on you what is right and conducive to the 
exaltation of man's station. Glorified be the All-Merci
ful, the Revealer of this wondrous Tablet. (2) 

THIS IS the Day in which God's most excellent 
favors have been poured out upon men, the Day 

in which His most mighty grace hath been infused 
into all created things. It is incumbent upon all the 
peoples of the world to reconcile their differences, 
and, with perfect unity and peace, abide beneath the 
shadow of the Tree of His care and loving-kindness. 
It behoveth them to cleave to whatsoever will, in this 
Day, be conducive to the exaltation of their stations, 
and to th-e promotion of their best interests. Happy 
are those whom the all-glorious Pen was moved to 
remember, and blessed are those men whose names, 
by virtue 01 Our inscrutable decree, We have preferred 
to conceal. 

Beseech ye the one true God to grant that all men 
may be graciously assisted to fulfil that which is 
acceptable in Our sight. Soon will the present-day 
order be rolled up, and a new one spread out in its 
stead. Verily, thy Lord speaketh the truth, and is the 
Knower of things unseen. (3) 

T HIS IS the day whereon the Ocean of God's 
mercy hath been manifested unto men, the Day 

in which the Day Star of His lovingkindness hath shed 
its radiance upon them, the Day in which the clouds 
of His bountiful favor have overshadowed the whole 
of mankind. Now is the time to cheer and refresh 
the downcast through the invigorating breeze 'of love 

1 

and fellowship, and the living waters of friendliness 
and charity. 

They who are the beloved of God, in whatever 
place they gather and whomsoever they may meet, 
must evince, in their attitude towards God, and in 
the manner of their celebration of His praise and 
glory, such humility and submissiveness that every 
atom of the dust beneath their feet may attest the 
depth of their devotion. The conversation carried by 
these holy souls Bhould be informed with such power 
~hat these same atoms of dust will be thrilled. by its 
mfluence. They should conduct themselves in such 
manner that the earth upon which they tread may 
never be allowed to address them such words as these: 
'I am to be preferred above you. For witness, how 
patient I am in "bearing the burden which the husband
man layeth upon me. I am the instrument that con
tinually imparteth unto all beings the blessings with 
which He Who is the Source of all grace hath entrusted 
me. Notwithstanding the honor conferred upon me, 
and the unnumbered evidences of my wealth-a wealth 
that supp1ieth the needs of all creation-behold the 
measure of my humility, witness with what absolute 
submissiveness I allow myself to be trodden beneath 
the feet of man .. , .' 

Show forbearance and benevolence and love to one 
another. Should anyone among you be incapable of 
grasping a certain truth. or be striving to comprehend 
it, show forth, when conversing with him, a spirit of 
extreme kindliness and good will. Help him to see and 
recognize the truth, without esteeming yourself to be, 
in the least, superior to him, or to be possessed of 
greater endowments. 

The whole duty of man in this Day is to attain that 
share of the flood of grace which God poureth forth 
for him. Let none, therefore, consider the largeness 
or smallness of the receptacle. The portion of some 
might lie in the palm of a man's hand, the portion of 
others might fill a cup, and of others even a gallon
me'asure. 

Every eye, in this Day, should seek what will best 
promote the Cause of God. He, Who is the Eternal 
Truth, beareth Me witness! Nothing whatever can, in 
this Day, inflict a greater harm upon this Cause 
than dissension and strife, contention, estrangement 
and apathy, among the loved ones of God. Flee them, 
through the power of God and His sovereign aid, and 
strive ye to knit together the hearts of men, in His 
Name, the Unifier, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, 

Beseech ye the one true God to grant that ye may 
taste the savor of such deeds as are performed in His 
path, and partake of the sweetness 01 such humility 
and submissiveness as are shown for His sake. Forget 
your own selves, and turn your eyes towards your 
neighbor. Bend your energies to whatever may foster 
the education of men. Nothing is, or can ever be, 
hidden from God. ~f ye follow in His way, His incal
culable and imperishable blessings will be showered 
upon you. This is the luminous Tablet, whose verses 
have streamed from the moving Pen of Him Who is 
the Lord of all worlds. Ponder it in your hearts, and 
be ye of them that observe its precepts_ (4) 

(U Gleanings From the Writings of Bahd'-u'tlah p. 3-5 
(2) p, 5-6 
(3) p, 6-7 
(4) p, 7-9 
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"Re;oice Announce Attainment 
Difficu't Important Goa'" 

Neoage from ihe Hands of the Caus. 
Resident in the Holy Land 

Rejoice announce attainment (of) difficult, important 
goal (of) G~ardian's World Crusade through removal, 
after lapse (of) over one hundred years (of the) re~ 
mains (of) }lirza Buzurg, father (of) Baha'u'llah, and 
loving. befitling reinterment (with) Baha'i burial (in) 
ground (in the) vicinity (of the) Most Great House 
(i.e.,) Baghdad. Share (message) (with) Hands (and) 
national assemblies. 

-HANDSFAITH 

Haifa, October 9, 1959 

Pilgrim's Gifts to World Center 
The U.S. National Spiritual Assembly calls the at

tention of the friends of the following request received 
from the Hands of the Faith in Haifa: 

"At the beginning of the season of pilgrimages. the 
Hands residing in the Holy Land wish to request the 
friends who will visit the Sacred Shrines, and the be
lievers generally, to refrain from bringing or sending 
food or other gifts for the World Center. No shortages 
exist in Israel, and we feel the friends can better ex
press their loving thoughts through contributions to 
the all-illlportant work of the Ten-Year Plan so dear 
to the heart of our beloved Guardian." 

Baha'i International Community Status 
With United Nations Defined 

In order to clarify the Baha'i position internationally 
with the United Nations, the friends are asked to take 
note of the following information: 

In connection with the United Nations the Baha'i 
International Community represents the national spir
itual assemblies all over the world. In order to have a 
clear differentiation from the International Baha'i Coun
cil in Haifa, the branch of the work with the United 

Temple site yp.cently purchased in Suba, Colombia. 

HOVEMlfR 1959 

Nations is called Baha'i International Community. Some 
reports have appeared lately in the BARA~f NEWS list
ing us as the International Baha'I Community and 
this makes for confusion with the Council in Hail~. The 
friends are asked to be sure to use the name "Baha'i 
International Community" when speaking of our inter
national relationship with the United Nations. 

The Baha'i International Community is accredited 
to the United Nations' Office of Public Information. 'Ve 
have a permanent international observer who attends 
briefing sessions at the UN Headquarters in New York 
and other functions called for non-governmental or~ 
ganizations. When conferences of non-governmental or. 
ganizations are called, each of these organizations, 
including the Baha'j International Community, can send 
delegates. 

Some Baha'is have asked why it is that sometimes 
we reter to our "observerst> and at other times to 
our "delegates." We have both international and na
tional observers at the United Nations. To conferences 
of non~govemmental organizations in which our "Com
munity" is invited to partiCipate, we send the number 
of delegates allowed. These delegates mayor may not 
include our permanent observers, depending on where 
the conference is being held. 

As an accredited organization, we can also send 
observers to audit any conference given by the United 
Nations, but in this case they are there merely for the 
purpose of observing the proceedings and not partici. 
pating in the discussions. This is the procedure we 
used at Addis Ababa when the United Nations called 
a conference of government officials to consider the 
economic development of Africa. In this case, we 
could not, of course, have delegates since they were 
all government officials, but we could send observers 
to the meeting. The friends have read the report of 
the results in BAHiVf NEWS. 

The United Nations is a very complicated structure, 
and we realize that it is not easy to understand our 
relationship to it. Therefore, this explanation is given 
so that the friends jn the future can understand the 
reports submitted from different parts of the world. 

-Mn..DRED MOTTAHEDEH, Accredited 
Representative to United Nations for 
the Bah.ri~i International Commu.nity 

Central America NSA Heralds Reign 
of "New and Powerful Spirit" in Area 

So great was the unity and spirit that reigned at 
our Ninth Annual Convention. that a new and power
ful life-giving spirit now reigns in our Territory. So 
powerful is the wonderful spirit generated at our An
nual Convention that more than twenty native believ
ers have become pioneers to serve in their native 
countries or in other countries of the territory. 

The determination of the delegates and others at· 
tending the Convention was so firm and definite, that 
their solemn promise was "never to rest, never to 
fail" until all goals given by our Beloved Guardian 
in the Ten-Year Plan of the World Crusade be ac
complished; until each of the twenty-four existing local 
assemblies in our territory be duly consolidated and 
function vigorously as Divine Institutions; until the five 
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SrB. Else Cazcarra, AuxiliaTY Board member, during 
her visit to the VHakollo, Bolivia, Indian community in 

July 1959. 

local assemblies (four in Honduras, one in Nicaragua) 
be established; until the Local and National Funds be 
truly maintained, and until the seven national spiritual 
assemblies be simultaneously established in each of 
the seven countries in Central America, 

This is the new and powerful spirit that reigns in 
our territory. and this is the spirit which moves our 
new National Spiritual Assembly of Central America, 
Mexico, and Panama. This is the greatest encourage
ment that we can send to all our dear brothers in 
other territories of the Baha'i World Community, and 
most especially to the World Cent-er of our Beloved 
Faith. 

-NOTICIAS BAHA'IS 

Alexandria, Egypt Attains Crusade Goal 
with Purchase of Haziratu'l-Quds 

At the dawn of an August morning in 1868, NabB, 
author of The Dawn-Breakers. in a little prison ceH 
situated on a rocky shore of Alexandria contiguous to 
the lighthouse that guided the ships to the harbor, 
uttered his morning prayer t supplicating for assistance 
in the unique mission of guiding the people to the haven 
of the world order of Baha'u'Uith. 

The beacon light on shore nestled miraculously on an 
Austrian Lloyd steamer anchoring in the harbor within 
the sight of the inmates of the prison cell, including 
Nabil. On board this very ship was the Blessed Beauty, 
accompanied by 'Abdu'l-Bahit, members of tbe family, 
and about four score of the faithful followers. They 
were bound, by order of the Sultan of Turkey and the 
Khalif of Islam, northward to the penal colony of 
'Akka. Within this spiritual nebulae about ninety years 
ago, the nucleus of a Baha~i community started emerg
ing in Alexandri a. 

The pivot around which Baha'i activities revolve being 
a Haziratu'l-Quds, the friends in Alexandria started 
co~tri'butions about. a year ago to acquire a property 

as a Baha'i endowment, thus achieving a goal under 
the Ten-Year Plan and at long last getting rid of the 
arduous task of renting premises for the usual Baha'i 
meetings. Through the confirmation of Baha'u'llah and 
the guiding force of the beloved Guardian, this sub
sidiary goal has been realized, The preliminary con
tract for the acquisition of a building to serve as the 
I:Ia?-iratu'l-Quds was drawn up and signed on July 
31, 1959. 

-BADI BUSHRUI 

First I nternational Youth Summer School 
Attracts 800 Students From Many Countries 

The first International Baha'i Youth Summer School, 
a significant development in youth activities, was held 
in Ecbternach, Luxembourg, on August 1 to 11, 1959. 

Over eighty youth participated, representing many 
countries of Europe and many languages. A difficulty 
arose in the time-consuming translations of the talks 
and discussions into German, English, and French, and 
the necessity for a universal language became more 
than ever evident. 

Special gratitude was expressed to Dr. Hermann 
Grossmann, Hand of the Cause, who conducted the 
discussions at all the sessions, 

Speakers, besides Dr. Grossmann, included Dr. Bo
sorg Hemmati (Germany), Earl Pickens (Sweden), 
Giinther Haug (Austria), Sigrid Bauer (Germany), 
Ian Semple (England), Fernand Radar (Belgium). Re>
shan Ghadimi (Belgium), Jerry Bagley (Italy), Rene 
Steiner (Germany), Marianne Pickens (Sweden), Lisa 
Becker (Germany). Ursula Kohler (Austria), and Paul 
Adams (Spitzbergen). 

The subjects included an examination of the ma
terialism of our age, the need for religion, the United 
Nations, and prayer. Talks on the Bah.a'i Faith em· 
braced the World Order of Baha'u'llah, the Universal 
House of Justice, the Guardianship, the Hands of the 
Cause, and the Auxiliary Boards. 

Hand. of the Cause Dr. Hermann Grossmann (center) 
with youth attending the -first International Baha'i 
Youth Su.mmer School in Echternach~ Luxembourg. 
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Knight o. Baha'u'llah Brings 
NOT FAR from the heart of Port Vila, administration 

center of the New Hebrides group. a new Baha'i 
property stands in a commanding, elevated position 
on the crest of one of the small hills which form a 
backdrop to the ranging, tropical township of Port 
Vila, and overlooking both the town and its picturesque 
harbor. 

N ovem ber 1958 saw the fulfillment of the drea ms and 
vision of one of Bahit'u'llith's Knights and pioneers, a 
dream inspired at the outset of the Ten-Year Crusade 
and followed untiringly during five years of selfless 
service, in the completion of the Baha'i School building 
at Port Vila, New Hebrides. 

One of the first of its kind in the southern Pacific 
area and, we may confidently hope, the forerunner 
of many similar institutions throughout the globe as 
the Light of Bahi!'u'llah's Revelation diffuses its re
generating influence. this school building, inspired by 
the loving encouragement of the beloved Guardian, 
nurtured by his constant guidance and prayers during 
its nascent years, was set in motion by his recognition 
in his last RiQ-van message to the Baha'i world, of the 
Nur School of Port Vila, as an additional goal achieve
ment of the Ten-Year Crusade. As with so many of 
the achievements of our Faith, this school owes its 
entire being to the penetrating foresight, to the wisdom 
and guidance, to the sacrifice of beloved Shoghi 
Effendi. 

Plans advanced by the Asian Teaching Committee of 
the National Assembly of Australia and a generously 
supported appeal for funds in October 1957, resulted 
in the purchase of the Baha'i property in March 1958, 
and the erection ·since of the building, to serve a dual 
purpose as Bahit'i School and l;Ia?iratu'l Quds, as well 
as residence for the pioneer, Mrs. Bertha Dobbins. 

The new building, a prefabricated steel-frame struc
ture with asbestos cement walls, was shipped from 

The completed Nur School oj Port Vila, New Hebrides. 

Baha'i and jrfends who helped bu.ild the NUT School at 
Port Vila in the New Hebrides Islands. Left to right: 
Peter Ka~toli, Lizzie SwallOW, A. LoomiS, David Loomis, 
Albert Watt, Bertha Dobbins (Knight of Bah<i',,'ll<ih and 
the resident pianeer) , Peter Leawa, BiU Clark, and 

Bill Washington. 

Australia last June, and its erection commenced on 
June .29, three New Hebridean and two Australian be
lievers sharing in the privilege of its initial construc
tion. Soon offers of assistance. were pouring in from 
many local residents, whose respect and admiration 
for the pioneer bas engendered a comparable respect 
for the Faith and its ideals. Technical advice and 
needed tools were readily forthcoming, and at every 
tum the normal problems met in such·a task, though 
amplified by the isolation 01 the islands, seemed to 
dissolve under the pervading atmosphere of guidance; 
truly God does "assist all those who arise to serve 
H ' .. 1m. 

Many have shared in the fulfilment of this project, 
from the initial donation which stirred the idea, to the 
final cleaning up by the school children themselves. 
Now completed, the school building stands as silent 
testimony to the loving efforts and sacrifice of many. 
By no means the least of these have been the efforts 
of the New Hebridean believers themselves, aware as 
they are of the tremendous impetus the new building 
will be to their own teaching activities, and of its 
import and significance in the spiritual history of 
these islands. Truly the work of the building has been 
largely a New Hebridean contribution and a responsi· 
bility and privilege which the native believers, them-
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Lighllo Ihe Ne"" Hebrides 

Starting work on the NUT School, 

selves so new to this mighty Faith, have shouldered 
with a deep understanding and humility. Those sharing 
in the main part in the erection of the building, though 
many have been the contributions of those who have 
helped in whatever way they could, were Peter Kaltoli~ 
first native believer of New Hebrides; David Loomis, 
of nearby Erakor village; Bill Clark, who joined the 
ranks of Baha'u 'Uah since the commencement of the 
building; Frank Khan and Bill Washington, both from 
Australia. 

But the story of this school goes back beyond this
back to the- early days of the Ten-Year Crusade. First 
of the Australian pioneers to enter her goal and among 
the first group to leave Australia for the Pacific islands 
under the Crusade, this Knight of Baha'u'lh\h spent 
many months in settling in, months with their joyS and 
difficulties, until, lead by that Divine Hand Whose 
guidance has been felt by all pioneers, she was gener
ously offered the lease of a small cottage by a local 
Chinese merchant, Chung Yuen (Wu Yut) , whose 
daughter, Wu Yut Sim, later became the first Chinese 
youth believer in New Hebrides. 

The home immediately became "Nur Cottage," and 
the venue for an increasing number of seekers and 
enquirers, particularly amongst the native peoples of 
Port Vila and from the far flung islands of the group, 
So widely did this new Message become known in 
these early days as to set a pattern of growth peculiar 
to this group, and which surely will have far-reaching 
effects in future years. Of the nineteen believers in New 
Hebrides, only ten, including youth believers, reside 
in or near Port Vila. Others, coming to Vila from the 
outer islands of this 400-mile-Iong group, have learned 
of Baha'u'llah's Message, been warmed by His Love, 
embraced His Faith, and then returned to their home 
islands, each to spread further the glad tidings. Some 
of these live on Aneityam, southernmost island of 
the group whose language translation is an ac-

The school children with Mrs. Dobbins, Baha'is, and 
friends who helped build the school, standing before the 

completed building in NovembeT 1958. 

Frank Khan and Peter Kalloli erecting the steel frame. 
work in the earty stages of construction ot the school. 

Applying the asbestos cement waILs, shipped from 
Australia in June 1958, 
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complished goal of the Ten-Year Crusade; others on 
Erromanga and Futuna, also islands south of Vila. 
Other seekers have carried the Teachings to northern 
islands, where a second language translation, Tongoan. 
has recently been completed, an addition to Crusade 
goals. 

Children came too, attracted by the spiritual warmth 
that radiated from this humble cottage. And from this, 
in small groups of native and Chinese youngsters, wish
ing to learn English and eager for education of any 
kind, has grown Nur School, or the Baha'i School as 
it is now widely known in Port Vila. 

Of this school. the Guardian in his Convention mes
sage, Ric;lvan 1957, said: " . . . the founding of the 
Baha'i schools in the New Hebrides Islands, in Men
lawai Island and in the Gilbert and Ellice Islands ... 
proclaim, in no uncertain terms, the splendid initiative 
and the dynamic power of the faith of the bearers of 
the Gospel of the New Day ... " 

At the close of last year when Mrs. Dobbins, relieved 
at her post by Bill Washington, returned home to Aus
tralia after four years for a long-needed and overdue 
rest and to attend the Intercontinental Conference in 
Sydney. the school had grown to an enrollment of thirty
two pupils and is now recognized as a school by the 
local government authorities. 

Seoul, Korea, Baha'is who sponsored an outstanding 
pubHc meeting that attracted over 130 guests. This 
photograph was taken two days before the meeting, at 
an open air commemoration of the Martydom of the 

Brio. 
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Long before the new building was projected, and in
creasingly since, the school had been firmly estab
lished in the minds of the local people and in the 
hearts of those whom it directly serves. It is an 
achievement of which Baha'is can be justly proud, an 
achievement of human devotion and effort, and of 
human trust and love in return: an achievement which 
our beloved Guardian referred to in his last Convention 
Message and has spoken of in glowing and enthusiastic 
terms to pilgrims. 

The school has played a major role in establishing 
the Faith here in the New Hebrides, and the respect 
and admiration which it has drawn from the local 
residents is, of course, reflected to a large extent on 
the Faith itself. Even those inclined, in their spiritual 
bHndness, to oppose the claims of our Faith. cannot but 
recognize what it has achieved in this school and re
spect its sincerity of purpose and the devotion with 
which it inspires its adherents. 

Comprising mainly New Hebridean children, drawn 
from three villages near Port Vila, with a few Chinese, 
New Zealand, and Australian Children, the school em. 
braces ages from five to fifteen years. The advanced 
class of six students will this year commence on their 
final matriculation course----Qne of five- years that will 
take them to university entrance standard. The ages 
of this class range from twelve to fifteen years, some
what older than would be found normally in other 
schools. 

But this is by no means a 'normal' school. The 
achievement of the children and their much-loved 
teacher can perhaps be more readily assessed. when 
one bears in mind that they are being educated in a 
foreign language, English. a tongue whose words four 
years ago might have been counted on the fingers, 
just those few expressions that may have been picked 
up in this bi.lingual (French-English) island. And yet, 
in these few years, the children have mastered suf
ficiently the English language to catch up on several 
years of lost education; even now their conversation 
while at play is largely in their own native language, 
while .their English lessons are spoken only with that 
extra effort of thought demanded by a newly-learned 
tongue. 

Apart from providing an excellent teaching medium 
for the Faith itself to both parents and children-the 
school's curriculum embraces a standard of education 
aimed to correspond with Australian department ex
aminations. It has shown the native peoples the vast 
gulf existing between the education of the outside world 
and that education to date available in the islands. Its 
influence can be gauged by recent moves in nearby 
villages and other islands of the group to establish 
their own government schools. The crying need of the 
people here is for education, and with the recognition of 
this need, the native peoples are awakening to their 
own tremendous potential. . 

Many recognize that Port Vila has awakened from 
its habitual. tropical sleepiness, but very few as yet 
dimly suspect the real cause, that tremendous force 
of Baha 1u'llah's Revelation, liberated in these islands 
by the devotion and untiring service of the pioneer, 
under that vast spiritual crusade of our dearly beloved 
Guardian. 

.!......ASIAN TEACffiNG COMMI'I"I'Ef: 

OF N.S.A. OF AUSTRALIA 
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Over 130 Guests Attend Publi< Meeting 
Sponsored by Seoul, Korea, Baha',s 

The Baha'is of Seoul, Korea, recently held their 
largest, and possibly most successful, public meeting. 
Scheduled on July 11 at the Korean Government's 
Central Information Center auditorium, the meeting 
attracted over 130 guests, many of whom had to stand. 

Dr. David Earl, who was in Korea from Tokvo on 
an eight week teaching assignment for the Univ~r5ity 
of Maryland, was the principal speaker. His talk, 
entitled "The Coming World Civilization," attracted 
wide interest by newspaper stories and advertisements. 
Notice of the address was also posted on numerous 
government bulletin boards in the city. The press, 
business, government, and education was represent
ed in the audience_ (Only one woman, a Baha'i, Was 
present.) 

After the hour~long lecture, with interpretation, mOTe 
than sixty persons remained for a lengthy question 
and answer period_ Underestimating the crowd, the 
Baha'IS brought an insufficient amount of literature 
which was immediately snapped up_ 

Use of the auditorium located in the Information 
Center in downtown Seoul was promised to the Local 
Assembly chairman "anytime you need it in the fu
ture" by the chief of the Information Center_ 

Honolulu Assembly Distributes Baha', Books 
to Isolated Coast Guard Ships in Pacific 

An excellent opportunity to distribute Baha"i books 
to isolated Coast Guard installations in the Pacific 
Ocean has been reported by the Library Committee 
of the Honolulu, Hawaii, Local Spiritual Assembly_ 

Through Commander Anthony Flatt, Commandant 
of the area, and Captain Reynolds, Personnel Officer, 
the Honolulu Baha'is learned that there are twentyw 
six loran stations in the Pacific, each with a crew of 
from twelve to sixteen men, and that they are hungry 
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for reading material. In addition there are ten major 
Coast Guard ships whose crews would also be happy 
to accept book:::_ 

As a re::;uJt of this information. the Honolulu Baha'is 
are donating to each of the loran stations a copy of 
B?-ha'u'Hah and the New Era and Great Themes of 
L~fe_ To the ten major ships they are sending Baha'u'_ 
Uah and the New Era and Prescription for Living_ 

The tour of duty for the men at the loran stations 
is from twelve to eighteen months, By making Baha'i 
books available as a permanent part of their libraries 
it will be possible to bring the Faith to the attentio~ 
of many individuals, 

Extensive Publi<ity, Well-Attended Meetings 
Attained for Board Member's Los Angeles Visit 

Excellent press coverage and well-attended meet
ings resulted from the preparations made by the Teach
ing Committee of the Los Angeles Local Spiritual As
sembly for a visit to Los Angeles, Calif, ~ by Auxiliary 
Board member Mrs_ Mildred Mottahedeh on August 
3 and 4_ Five members of the Los Angeles Baha'i 
community and two from Beverly Hills participated 
with Mrs, Mottahedeh in a lively press conference the 
first morning, in which she discussed both the Baba'i 
Faith and her activities as a Baha'i observer and 
member of the executive committee of the Non-Gov
ernmental Organizations accredited to the United N a
tions. 

On the first evening Mrs. Mottahedeh spoke to more 
than 150 Baha'is in the Los Angeles Baha'i Center 
about the teaching activities in various parts of the 
world, including the homelront. On the following ·eve
ning, August 4, she addressed a gathering of 174 in
dividuals (74 of them non-Baha'is) on "World Search 
for a Common Denominator." Great interest was shown 
by the entire audience_ The library committee had 
literature on display, as well as for free distribution 
and for sale, and lists of firesides in the Los Angeles 
area were distributed to those wishing further jnfor
mation about the Faith. 

Two Baha'i Summer Schools Are Held in Greater Antilles 

Left: First National Conference and Summer School he~d at Havana, Cuba, from Ju.ly 29 to Au.gust 1; 1959, Right: 
Santiago, Dominican Republic, Summer School, held from July 31, to August 2, 1959 
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South Pacific Area 

Moves Ahead in the 

World Crusade 

Resolute Pioneer Establishes New Solomon Islands Group 

I T WAS not long after Collis Featherstone, Hand 
of the Cause, visited the Solomons, that Hamuel 

from Hau Hill came to the Center to hear more about 
the teachings of Baha'u'llith. He was interested right 
from the start, and we gave him literature to take 
back with him. Later he wrote how much he enjoyed 
it and was interested in becoming a Baha'i. He came 
once more to Honiara and we gave him the funda
mental verities of the Faith and The Baha'i Commu
nity to read. He later signed his card and wrote of 
others wanting to become Baha'is. John Mills visited 
Hau Hui for a day and spent more time with him. 
Hamuel expressed the great need for sustained teach
ing work. 

The neighboring area of Su'u had also been con
tacted by Hamuel, as he is a government dresser 
and has a wide area to cover_ Many of the people of 
SuJu are called heathens, not belonging to any church 
and holding native customs_ These people have writ
ten in and sent two representatives, Hohanemae and 
Michael, asking that a school be opened and a teacher 
sent, and that they were willing to give some land for 
this (it is difficult to give land in the Solomons as many 
of a line have to give consent to the government)_ 

On June 25 I left Honiara and arrived in Auki, Ma
laita, the following day and was met by John Mills 
and Laurie Lake, who were about to complete build
ing the bakery and theater. Auki is the government 
center where Ruhangis and John are going to live as 
soon as they find accommodations_ The next day, John 
arranged for a native cutter boat to take us up the 
coast to Hau Hui, about eight hours by sea_ It ap
peared that we arrived at the same time as the Dis
trict Commissioner and the agricultural officer Hamuel, 
who owns the land on which the village of Hau Hui 
is built, was quite busy. As practically the whole vil
lage is of the South Seas Evangelical Mission Church, 
we thought of a good idea to teach the women and those 
interested, some cooking and baking as well as talking 
about the Faith. An outstanding member of that com
munity, Mr_ Jabin, expressed to John the wish to 
know more about cake baking, as he has a little bak
ery in his home and the only stove in the village. I 
came prepared with flour, sugar, etc. 

They offered me the little guest Leaf House to stop 
in during my stay _ Hamuel said that his daughter 
would be my companion while there_ She is a lovely, 
young, accomplished girl, who completed a study 
course in midwifery and first aid, and was a great 

comfort to me while there. They have a charming vil
lage, a little dispensary and a house for maternity 
care. The river runs through the center of the village 
and the water is piped from the mOWltain stream. 
The grass growing so neatly, the people busy with 
their gardens, give this village an air of progress, 
much above tne average village in the Solomons. This 
is in no small part due to our Baha'i brother Hamuel. 

In the morning we baked scones and cakes, and that 
evening Hamuel and family and Lazurus came to the 
guest house and We had a talk on the Faith. The fol
lowing evening was the Feast, and I arranged for a 
chicken dinner to be held at the Hamuel home. This 
was nicely prepared by Mrs_ Hamuel and daughters. 
Hamuel's large family, neighbors, and friends Came 
and later we spoke about the Faith, Hamuel translat
ing into the Are Are language_ The next day three 
came to Hamuel and said they wished to become 
Baha'is. For nearly two days we continued teaching 
the Faith. The last morning, Friday. nine lovely souls 
came into the Baha'i family, including Hohanemae 
from Su'u_ 

It is wonderful to know that Ruhangis and John will 
be established in Malaita, making it much more acces. 
sible to visit this comrnWlity and to strengthen them 
in the Faith. Hamuel has expressed a wish to give a 
portion of his land to have a Baha'i school built_ In 
the Su'u district they also want a school, but think 
that"now with a community in Hau Hui, this would be 
the better place and the Su 'u people could send their 
children to that schooL 

Before leaving I instructed them in the formation of 
a Baha'i group by electing a chairman, secretary, and 
treasurer. Hamuel also spoke to me about the need 
for erecting a l:la:.j':iratu'l·Quds, as his home, which has 
a store in it, is a busy house and at the Nineteen-Day 
Feasts it would be hard to keep out the non-Baha'is. 
I encouraged him in this and gave a donation of £5.0.0. 

We will have to send them Feast readings, and they 
want a simplified study course, a dictionary, and ma
terial for childrens classes_ Since my return home and 
consultation with the Island Teaching Committee, we 
have sent them childrens' books (The Dawn-Breakers, 
ABC Book, Song Book, ChHd's Prayer Book) Hidden 
Words; a picture of the Master, the Greatest Name, 
a Baha'i calendar, a dictionary, Baha'i World Faith. 
Bill Lang is sending them Feast readings for the next 
four Feasts. 

Transportation and mail is a problem here_ We ar· 
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range to have the mail sent to Bonani, a large plan
tation ab()ut two hours away from Hau Hui, where the 
chief of tbe villag€ sends a messenge.r by foot to Hau 
Hui. Hartluel is expecting to have an engine built for 
his ship by the people of Hau Hui, facilitating his get
ting around. 

-GERTRUDE BLUM 

Left: .(la",iralu'l-Quds oj Tuarabu, Abaiang. This is the 
house ouilt for Roy and Elena Fernie, and given by 
Elena, upon her departure, to the Local Spiritual As
sembly of Tuarabu. Right: The Translating Committee 
oj Betio, Tarawa. This community translates into Gil.
bertese. Below: Local Spiritua~ Assembly of the Baha'is 
of Beno, Tarawa, Gilbert Islands, formed On April 21, 

1958. 
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Gilbert and Ellice Island Pioneers Establish Schools, Centers 

I N NOVEMBER 1953 Roy and Elena Fernie of Pan
ama Canal Zone answered the call for pioneers in 

the Gilbert and Ellice Islands and embarked on their 
long journey across the Pacific Ocean, arriving at their 
post on March 5, 1954. (See BAHA'i NEWS, June 1954.) 
The island of Abaiang was selected to be their home, 
and within four weeks plans were begun for establish
ing a non-denominational school on the sam-e property 
leased for the building of their home. 

Although they did not teach the Faith openly at first, 
the kindness, justice, courtesy, and love which these 
pioneers showed for their fellow men attracted the peo
pJe of the island, and they were able to teach a few. It 
was a momentous occasion indeed when, in June 1954, 
Peter Kanare became the first native Baha'i, 

By September there was a staff of nine young men 
who, desiring to become teachers, worked. and studied 
in· order to attain their goal, building a permanent 
house for the Fernies as well as a school building. But 
by this time opposition and difficulties beset them, and 
they were finally forced to vacate this property, find 
another, and move the unfinished buildings. 

In June 1955 Peter was banished to another island as 
a result of these difficulties. On the day he was to leave 
a representative group of natives of the village of Tuar
abu, deeply moved by the example of this believer, 
came to the Fernie home at three o'clock in the morn
ing, stating that the entire village wanted to be Baha'is. 

Now the teaching of the Faith was no longer sup
pressed, and Roy and Elena had eager audiences 
wherever th ey went. In September 1955 three hundred 
people on Abaiang gave their names to the government, 
stating they were Baha'is. 

However, the difficulties were not ended. In Novem
ber 1955 Roy Fernie was deported to Honolulu, and 
Elena remained alone several months, endeavoring to 
satisfy the spiritual hunger of the Gilbertese people. 
E very effort was made by the Asia Teaching Committee 
of Central America to find assistance, but now the 
Guardian sent word that no one else was to go to the 
Gilbert Islands for the time being. 

In April 1956 the Faith was established in ten villages, 
three of them (Tuarabu, Tebero, and Kuria) having 10-

cal spiritual assemblies. Although the government did 
not recognize Baha'i marriage, a young couple, after 
having a civil ceremony. celebrated a Baha'i ceremony 
which made a great impression on both Baha'is and 
non-Baha'is. Already the Local Spiritual Assembly of 
Tuarabu, Abaiang, had been registered with the govern· 
ment lUlder "The Religious Bodies Registration Ordi
nance," and the Education Department of the Colonial 
GDvernment had approved Elena and two native 
Baha'is as teachers for a village school, the first non
denominational school on Abaiang. 

By this time the Guardian said someone could now go 
to the Gilberts to assist Mrs. Fernie. Mrs. Frances Hel
ler from the United. States answered the can, receiving 
a glorious reception from the natives on her arrival on 
February 8, 1957. She picked up the work begun by the 
Fernies and carried on teaching, confirming, and con
solidation Wltil she became ill and was hospitalized for 
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Above: Loca~ Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Kuria, Abaiang, jor 1959-1960. Below: Loca! Spiritual 
Assembly oj the Baha'is of TuaTabll, Abaiang, Gilbert 

Islands, fDr 1959-1960. 

some weeks. Although her health did not permit her to 
return to Abaiang, Mrs. Heller remained on the island 
of Tarawa until another could come to take her place, 
and by doing so was able to establish the first local spir
itual assembly in the village of Betio on Ric;lvim 1958~ 

Upon her retirement from her position in the Panama 
Canal Zone in June 1958, Miss Mabel Sneider, who had 
served on the Asia Teaching Committee of Central 
America and had been greatly interested in the prog
ress of the Faith in the Pacific goals, set out for the 
Gilberts, arriving .in October. She and Mrs, Heller soon 
decided that if the Faith WITe to be taken to all of the 
Gilbert and Ellice Islands, it was important to estab
lish pioneer headquarters on the island of Tarawa. In 
cooperation with the wishes of the government, the 
village of Bikenibeu was chosen, since it is the site of 
a secondary school for boys and a teacher training col. 
lege, as well as the future location for a secondary 
school for girls. In this village also is the colony hos
pital where nurses are trained and later go to the var
ious islands. 

NOYEMBER 1959 

The 1:Ia?iratu'l-Quds was completed in April 1959, a 
small native-type of GUbertese house. The pioneer's 
house of prefabricated metal, shipped from England, 
will soon be erected. In the village of Betio, Tarawa, a 
small guest house for pioneers and visiting Baha'is is 
being built, to be followed soon by the local Haziratu'l. 
Quds. The Faith is being registered, in the ~ntire Gil. 
bert and Ellice Colony under the "Religious Bodies Reg. 
istration Ordinance~" and as soon as an island has fifty 
adult believers. and a local assembly it may also be reg· 
istered. 

There being no transportation available, none of the 
delegates from the Gilberts could be present at the for
mation of the first Regional Spiritual Assembly of the 
South Pacific, therefore they voted by absentee ballots. 
Joe Russell, however, who was enroute to the Gilberts 
from the United States, was able to attend and bring a 
report of the convention when he arrived on May 
9, 1959. 

Two summE:!r schools are to be held the latter part of 
1959--0ne on the island of Betio and the other on Abai. 
ang. Every encouragement is being given the native be
lievers to arise to carry the Faith to all the twenty·five 
isl ands in the group, and thus to reap the benefit and 
glory of being the future pioneers. 

-REGIONAL SPIRITU AL AsSEMBLY 

OF THE SoUTH PAClI'IC 

University of Chattanooga to Include 
Faith in Comparative Religions Course 

The Baha'i Faith will be taught at the University 
of Chattanooga in Tennessee this year as a part of 
the cOUrse on Comparative Religions. 

This came about through the efforts of two members 
of the local group, Thomas L, Thompson and Stuart 
Bruce Duboff, who prepared for the instructor of 
this course a typed report t several pages in length, 
setting forth the vital statistics of the Faith. The 
focus of this report was entirely upon the reasons 
why the Baha'i Faith needs to be viewed as a religion 
rather than a sect. No attempt was made to persuade 
the reader of the Faith~s truth; in fact, anything of 
a subjective nature was scrupulously avoided. 

This report was presented personally to Joe Elkins, 
instructor of the Comparative Religion course, with 
the explanation that since the Baha'i Faith is a growing 
concern, both numerically and geographically, the 
local Baha'i group felt a responsibility to acquaint him 
with its facts and its status, so that he would be able 
to answer accurately and completely any questions 
which might be put to him by his students. 

The instructor's first reaction was to be impressed 
that such a full report had been p repa red especially 
for him. Then, after reading the paper, he himself 
volunteered the information that Baha'i deserves in
clusion in a comparative religion course, that he plans 
to incorporate it in his own curriculum this year, and 
to devote two or three days to it at the end of the 
current semester. He stated, too, that he would appre
ciate a member of the Chattanooga Baha'i Group's 
appearance as a speaker \0 his class. 

-ANNE BRIEN 



Burma Elects First National Assembly 
These photographs oj the first annual convention of 

the Bahd."is oj Burma give an unusual graphic report 
oj the formation of a new national assembty, to be
come another pillar in the Administrative Order of the 
Faith of Ba/ui'u'Hcih. 

Top left: U. Ba Sein~ newly-elected chairman of 
·the fiTst National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of 
Burma, reads instructions from the Hands of the Faith 
in the Holy L.and. 

Top right: Hand of the Cause Tara.?U'Hdh Samandari 
seated with delegates to the convention. In the second 
row, center, is L K. B. Bakhtiari, member oj the 
Asian Auxiliary Board. 

Center: Newly·dedared Baha'is attending the con
vention. 

Bottom left: The fiTst fireside held at Moulmein, 
Burma, in July 1958 at the home of pioneeT Keith De 
Folo (at right), one of the preparatory steps leading 
to the formation of the National Assembly. 

Bottom right: The Bu.rma Convention in session. The 
blackboaTd lists the Tesults of the election Of the N a· 
tiona t Spiritual Assem b ty. 
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First Beelux Summer S[hool Addressed 
by Hand of the Cause Paul Haney 

On .rulv 25, 1959, about thirty friends from Holland, 
Belgium. :and France poured into little, friendly, medi
eval Vianden in the nor.beast section of the Grand 
Duchy 01 Luxembourg, where they were welcomed by 
the Luxembourg believers, among them a recently ar
rived Penian family, to attend the First Benelux sum
mer SchOJl. 

After going to their assigned rooms or putting up 
their tenls, all gathered for dinner in the large din
ing room of the Hotel Victor Hugo. After dinner all 
went to the school near the hotel, which the city COlU}

eil had graciously permitted us to use. The audito
rium wa! on the third floor. but nobody seemed to 
mind climbing the stairs, as this quiet location with a 
beautiful view of the countryside and the skies con
tributed much to the atmosphere of the summer school. 

The chairman of the Benelux Summer School Com
mittee, :Miss Suzette Hipp, welcomed the friends, ex
pressing the hope that this school would bring inspira
tion, unity, and rededication to fulfill the goals ahead. 
Thereupon Louis Henuzet, member of the Auxiliary 
Board brought us the greetings of the Hands of the 
Cause: who in spirit are always with us, whereas 
Paul Har,ey would come in person at the end of the 
school. Dr. Grossmann, Hand of the Cause from Ger
many, sent his special good wishes. G~eetings from t~e 
EUTopean Teaching Committee, assurmg us that th~lr 
loving thoughts and prayers would be constantly WIth 
us were read and a committee was immediately ap
pointed to send a cable to the Hands of the Cause in 
Haifa, and a letter to the European Teaching Com
mittee. 

The program of the summer school had as its over
all theme "Rededication," starting with the spiritual 
prerequisites and ending with the goals ahead. The 
punctuality and also the large attendance of all, and 
the untiring interest shown was probably due to the 
long free afternoons, which provided ample opportu
nity to get together for a quiet talk, for a swim, to 
hike or to ride. 

Hand of the Cause Pall~ Haney (holding the Greatest 
Name) with the Baha'is attending the first Benelux 

Summer School at Vianden. Luxembourg. 

ROVEMBER 195, 

It was a happy crowd of believers who spent such 
beautiful inspiring days together, and their thoughts 
often went to the friends at home who could not share 
this joy and happiness. Nevertheless, by the end of the 
week the number of believers reached sixty plus ten 
children, among them two large Persian families from 
Nice and a Persian family of three who decided to 
settle in Luxembourg. One of the outstanding charac
teristics of this first Benelux summer school was in
deed the attendance and participation of 50 many of 
the Persian friends which contributed so much to the 
success of the school and brought a better understand
ing and greater unity between the East and the West. 

Actually all the friends contributed to its success, 
whether taking care of the physical arrangement, as 
speaker or translators. 

Courses Offer Rich Spiritual Fare 
Here is a brief outline of the program. Sunday: ~~Why 

and How to Pray." Mr. Ghadimi gave an excellent 
introduction explaining this "conversation with God, U 

stressing especially the "listening part." Honor Kemp
ton followed with a beautiful selection of quotations 
from the Holy Writings. In the evening session the 
consultation was continued, and questions on "Chris
tian Subjects" answered. 

Monday: nWhy and how to deepen our knowledge of 
the Teachings" was introduced by Arnold van Ogtrop 
in French and English. "The Seven Valleys" was dis
cussed in the evening by Dr. Kamran, who explained 
the history and various teachings of the Sufi, how and 
why Baha'u'llah wrote this work to their highest chief. 
Then Dr. Kamran pointed out the vehicles, conditions, 
and characteristics of the valleys without trying to 
give an interpretation, thus enabling every believer a 
better understanding and study of this priceless mys
tical book. 

Tuesday: "Being a Baha'i" was introduced by Dr. 
Hans Teufel's German translation of the chapter 
"Spiritual Prequisites" of The Advent oj Divine Jus
tice. As German was not one of the official languages 
he translated it into French, had it properly reviewed, 
and printed. Part of the Dutch translation was also 
available and the rest will follow soon, so that our 
countries will have the benefit of having these pre
cious and important pages in their own language. After 
Dr. Teufel's introduction based on these pages, Mrs. 
Gienie Sijsling pointed out the many difficulties one 
expenences in trying to be a real Baha'i. Gienie gave 
in simple language, which went straight to the heart, 
a deeply spiritual talk on the practical side of being 
a Baha'i, really a heart-rendering example of "waJk
ing the spiritual path with practical feet." In the eve
ning we had the joy of listening to Mr. 8amii, who 
told stories from the lives of the Founders and heroes 
of our Faith. Many felt that these first two days could 
not be surpassed, but the following were indeed just 
as rich. 

Wednesday: "A Baha'i amongst Baha'is" was intro
duced by Amelia Bowman giving us the signs of im
maturity and the way they could be changed into ma
ture habits and attitudes so that we can become real 
unifiers. Jan Sijsling thereupon explained more in de
tail the activities of every believer in the Administra
tion. 

In the evening Dr. Teufel gave a short talk on the 
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Baha'i Faith in German~ and Mr. Nys showed slides 
from Persia, the Shrines, and the Baha'i Temple in 
Wilmette. The public was invited, and thirty posters 
were distributed by the Bureau d'Initiative but none 
could be discovered hanging, and those we put up at 
the school had disappeared the next morning. 

Thursday; "Rededication" was the theme, Mrs. Mar· 
ion Little opened this session by speaking on service, 
the source of spiritual growth and of joy and happiness. 
The progress of the Faith depends on sacrifice. Its 
history shows always this pattern: crisis, suffering, 
victories. Mrs. Amelia Bowman then showed us a 
visual picture of the development of our Faith: slowly 
in the beginning but with ever-increasing speed and 
extension so that now we have thirtY...Qne national 
spiritual assemblies. In the three remaining years how
ever, thirty new national assemblies, of which eleven 
are in Europe, must be established. These can only 
be built with devotion and sacrifice, sacrifice of self 
in order that we may become divine instruments. Honor 
Kempton gave a few thrilling examples of sacrifice 
of the Holy Family and of our beloved Guardian. 

In the evening Paul Haney, Hand of the Cause of 
God, and his wife Margery Haney were heartily and 
gratefully welcomed. After a beautiful greeting to the 
assembled friends by Mr. Haney, the program of 
"Questions and Answers" started, in which Mr. Haney 
was kind enough to take a valuable part. 

Friday: "The Global Crusade" was discussed by 
Louis Henuzet, who gave a short review of the pre~ 
vious program centered on the individual. Now we 
had come to the second phase: "The Divine Plan." 
Mr. Henuzet explained its origin and development up 
until today, explaining the institutions established by 
Baha'u'lhih, 'Abdu'l~Baha, and Shoghi Effendi, and call
ing for the spirit of sacrifice of Bada,wt to fulfill the 
last and vital goals. 

This intensely interesting morning was followed by 
the Feast of Perfection, and indeed it was a perfect 
evening, arranged by the Dutch community. Over sixty 
friends shared this deeply spiritual experience. Prayers 
and readings were said in French, Dutch, English, 
and German, and chanted in Persian. Mr. Haney ad
dressed us during the administrative part and the 
Dutch friends were hosts at the social part of the 
Feast. 

Paul Haney Speak. of Guardian 
Saturday "Shoghi Effendi, the first Guardian of 

the Baha'i Faith, It was the theme, Mr. Haney brought 
our beloved Guardian still closer to us. Contempor
aries cannot Wlderstand his station, therefore we should 
turn to what 'Abdu'I~Baha wrote about the Guardian, 
not what the Guardian wrote about himself. Many 
people think that the Guardian just prayed and the 
spirit flowed easily through him. No, all his work 
demanded sacrifice. He indeed gave his life! Why 
the Guardian was taken from us will remain a mys
tery. but for him we know that it was a blessed re
lease from the overpowering burden he carried. The 
essence of Faith is to believe that the Guardian did 
not leave .the world one moment sooner than God 
willed. 

"The Institutions of the Hands of the Cause and the 
Auxiliary Board" was explained by Louis Henuzet, 
who showed clearly how the Guardian had given us 
all the instruments to protect the Cause and to guide 

15 

us to fulfill the Global Crusade. 
On Saturday evening Mr. Haney and Mr. Henuzet 

continued to answer questions, one of which was asked 
three times during the summer school. namely, the 
Codification of the Aqdas. This means, said Mr. Haney, 
the collection of all writings pertaining to the Aqdas, 
not just one volume, and then the assembling of them. 
Furthermore, he stressed that we should be satisfied 
in the West with the laws we are asked to obey and 
not to seek more information from the Persian friends. 
The Persians, on the other hand t should not try to 
impose upon the Western believers the laws of the 
Aqdas which only they are obliged to obey. We should 
check our curiosity and put all our energy into obey
ing those laws and ordinances the Guardian said we 
could and should obey. 

With hearts full of thankfulness for this wonderful 
week of prayer, study, consultation, and being together, 
and strengthened by the abundant love and unity we 
experienced, we bade farewell to Paul and Margery 
Haney. The school was closed that same Saturday eve
ning, wholeheartedly confirming the words addressed 
to the Hands of the Cause in Haifa: "Grateful for pres
ence of Hand of the Cause Paul Haney. Sixty friends at 
Benelux Summer School recognizing urgency of tasks, 
pledge rededication for fulfillment of the Crusade. Sup
plicate your prayers -at the Holy Shrines." 

-RrrA VAN SoMBEEK 

Bahli'i Burial Ground Purthased in Western Samoa 
Purchase of six plots in the non-denominational gov

ernment cemetery- as a Baha'i burial ground has been 
reported by the Local Spiritual Assembly of Apia, 
Western Samoa. This is the maximum area allowed 
to each family, and all that could be afforded at the 
moment. 

The Laurentian Baha'i' School, Qttebec, was held from 
July 18 to August 1, and featured ta!ks by William 
Sears, Hand of the Cause. An African handcraft exhibit 
and color slides, shown by Mrs. Sears, attracted the 
first loca! contact from Rawdon. The photograph shows 

the attendance at the second week's sessions. 



16 

Formation of Whitehorse local Assembly 
Climaxes 43 Years' Teaching in Yukon 

On April 21. 1959, the first local spiritual assembly 
of Canada's Yukon Territory, a World Crusade virgin 
goal, was formed by joint declaration in Whitehorse, the 
Territory's capital city. 

In the summer of 1916, the very year 'Abdu'l~Baha 
revealed the first of His two historic Tablets of the 
Divine Plan to Hthe believers of God and the maid
servants of the Merciful in ... the Dominion of Can
ada," which specifically mentioned the Yukon as a place 
where "the believers of God must become self-sacrific
ing and like unto the candles of guidance become 
ignited in the provinces of Canada/' Mrs. Susan Rice 
travelled all alone to the Yukon and Alaska, leaving 
believers and interested inquirers at Fairbanks in 
Alaska and at Whitehorse and Dawson in the Yukon 
(Star of the West, Vol. VII, p. 102). 

Three years later Mrs. Emogene Hoagg, responding 
to the same Tablets as well as to a cablegram of con
firmation from ~Abdu'l-Baha, sail-ed from San Fran
cisco with Miss Marian Jack for Alaska and the Yukon. 
They reached St. Michael at the mouth of the Yukon 
River on July 26, 1919, and continued by riverboat to 
Fairbanks. Dawson, and Whitehorse, actively teaching 
at many places (The BaM'i World, Vol. X, p. 522). 

A fourth early pioneer Baha'i teacher in the Yukon 
was Orcella Rexford. who in the summer of 1922 entered 
the Territory from the south along the gold rush trail 
of 1898, gave talks on the Faith to her fellow-pas
sengers aboard one of the old stern·wheeler river
boats, lectured to 550 people at the gold-rush capital 
of Dawson. and received many fine articles about the 
Faith in the Dawson Daily News. Writing in The Baha'i 
World, Vol. IX, p. 919, she told of meeting many people 
who recalled having heard of the Message through 
Mrs. Hoagg and Miss Jack, but was disappointed not 
to find any who had embraced the Faith, "owing to the 
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First Local Spiritual Assembly Of the Baha'is Of Whit •• 
horse, Yukon Territory, Canada, formed on Apri! 21, 
1959. Left to right; Lorne Mu.rphy, GeOTgie Hu.ghes, 
JeTTY Brda, Joan Anderson, E-rna Henckel, Marg Brda, 

Ted Anderson, Ruth Cunliffe, and Glen Hughes. 

fact that these teachers could not remain long enough 
to deepen the consciousness of their listeners," and 
added hopefully. ';but some day others will follow in 
the footsteps of the pioneers, and nurture these seeds 
sown through Jove and sacrifice. ,. 

First Pioneer Settlers Arrive 
Many Baha'i travellers to and from Alaska no doubt 

sowed further seeds in the Yukon over the years since 
1922, but it was not until September 23, 1953, that the 
first World Crusade pioneer settlers arrived in the 
Yukon. At that time Ted and Joanie Anderson came 
from Chicago, his health being poor and employment 
opportunities being very limited. They prayed for many 
hours during those first few days, and within a week 
found a home and a job. After the first long, cold, and 

Left: The Ontario Summer Conference at Geneva PaTk~ Lake Couchiching, on August 1 to 8, welcomed Hand of 
the Cause Wilham Sears (back TOW center). Right: Bah(Pis attending the Sum7fl.er Conference fOT Western 

Canada at Banff, A!berta, held August 23 to 30. 
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